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OGRWARD OBSERVERS

fE EDITORIGL BY MARK GELRIAS

EEFFRG B L OW PROFUEE
HiA TO REFEREE MEGRTRGURLL IR WATHOUT GETTHG FRALWED
W THE REDELLION

The backoround provided for MEGATRMELLER is that of
the Ehatiersd Imperium. Thers are, however, some plauers who
st don't want to oet inunlued & that mess. B gyou are the
referes of such a group, you might consider thess nohons.

GENERAL ATTITUDE!

There are plages v The Impevium in which the rebellion
fas had e fsﬁe.’:?. These are usualiy Towsard the center of a
factions territory, Tor away from the border. These arpas
rareiy sep starships ﬁeniqs or are effepied by commerce rafding,
Mow the “i?r"—_-iF‘?"-' might have to selent a civlian career for their
charscters or be subject o being zent to the front. In these
GueY areas, the rebelion wi seem pretiy remofe. There are
sreas nn Spiravard Marches Tar awau fstan argd Vargr inoursions.

GET avAY!

# second oplion is to pisy i an area oulside of the
mperium. I uou wish to use published sectors, then Spinward
Marches is again 2 good choioe with ssveral areas outside the
imperial border. Lbnierwar!dﬁ may have some geoasional rebeJinr
mirigue z‘.ﬁs{ that way, but it may never effent the plauers. Being
n i:%ﬁpz’ of these fwe areas has the advantzos of heilng close
enpugh 1o ast mwolued i The rebelion i the characters so deside.

fternaiels, the characters msuy oo far from the
Imperium. THIS Wil remire more work bu The referee, puf the
further theu go, the less the rebefion will affect them. Dark Biver
might noi sven get word of The rebellion unfil i is il aver.

GEREOBATE Al IFRITI

This aption is probably twﬂ’f rs-sé:ri.fvd or the maro
matge roleploving sroup. Yol io } have afl of the ﬂharar*erc ba
members of an sien race in Hhat race’s domsin wesdd sate for
some Wieresiing ra!qﬁlﬁging, Bfter =8, Beslles the Vasrgr sntl =
few clang of Fisgdn, "hE' abenc sFe not gEt‘T:g musived in "‘iE
rebefion. i might be time fo break out those old 8%en Modules and
give them seripus considerafion.

CEMERIC Al TERMNATIVES

n each of the provims examples, the referse can
conguct & compaion withot condradicting anuthing that s
pubiisied Tor FEGRTRAVELLER,. These next Two susgesiions are &
bit more radical, and will reguire 3 significant depariurs from
publiched materiak

Lhth this suggestion, the referee uses an old ploy used
many, many fines bu comics, movies, and felevision alike: 1T HEUFR
HAPPENED, There was never a rebelion. —How- is for the referes
o deciis. Maubhs nﬁili‘sﬁi" wan dscoversd befors he shat
Sirephon. Mauhe Dulinor’s plan worked and sveruone ralied o
fim. Mathe Iphegenia surgived md reigns as Empress. Maube
Lucen was prevenisd Trom Elffing Ysrlsn. You o2t e ides. The
evants of that fateful day did not haooen, or hapoened in such a
manner a5 o leave 5 CLEBH successor o The Fidivm Throne. How
that the minor erisis i over, business in the Imperium continues
as usual. You want a war? Let the Solomani atfack. Want a more
mﬁ%mﬁeﬁ rebalion? Splect the rebels and condrol i e waw
flways remember, YOU are the referes. YOU oonirdl yaur
erae. {1 wn want o depart Trom ohet is mdillahed, Thed iy sl
r;g??, I3 ynu are prepared to have published information differ

from YOUR campaign.
G AHEADM

This is a variation on the previous theme. bEth this, the
rebelion sooered, but that was uears ago. The rebelion is over
now. A5 referee uou will have to decide who won, snd what
condifions are ke B the mperisn now. 1 wi probably be a time of
rebuiding.  While uou may fsaue to face the problem of SDW
geclariy s ETTerent wheer and differsn? resulls, you will have
the aduventage of having run a rebuilding compaion. ¥ you are
inchned fo write arficles, you will be ready when the Workshop
entars the rebuilding phase of their backorpind,

CONCE USION

Each of Hhwese options w8 allow upu o run satisfuing
aﬁggramf:ss for unur playsrs a:}ﬁbﬁh rahefion nuoluement. Some
wi regulrs mors auurk than oihers, anil some Wi depar? from
;Juhﬁshed material. gr our grous want fo aveid the rebeliion, or
Ragt gﬂ sy from it for awhile, discuss these suggestions with
them. Theu might find them inferesting and help uou run a mors
worthwhile campaion.

Eﬁﬁsﬁﬁ SHIT SEZ:
YU SHOULD HAVE LISTENED 01 Miss
MARPLE™S Ird GRADE ANCENT CLASS

EREBATA
Last issue’s OGNS cokenn had 2 report dated 1171118 The
corvent dote should be 177-1118.

EHEE#’-&GGE& EMFORCED
ROUARIG/BOLARIA: O0T-1112: I an official statement today,
Emperor Gengar placed an embargo on The mpor?t of robots of
Kasakan manufachwre. This smbargo does nnt 2ffect the seif
aware rohoeis which form the oitizenry of Kasshy, because Kasaku
does not sell its citizens, only ifs lower infefiigence raim* th
emperor explained his decision was due To the rash of boidends
involAng robots of that desion.

STARSHIP SHOW SET
Kozeo/ Treaty: 150-1113: The world of Kozeo has announced that
itz starport will he the sight of the first htersiellar Starshio
Show, The show s soheduled to beoin on 300-1113. The
Brotherhood of Karl, Tonasean Empire, argd Us'can States haus
beer inutled o participate, as have a host of Esje;)endem wilids,

FMICHAEL MENTION:S MARGARETY
NARGUE] ADIOEPORA: 042-1117: Duke Michael stated today that
BHaspora should support Margaret in 2 bid for the Fidiom Throne,
In the statement he declared his bualty o Emovess Margaret,

SOVEREHN SUPPDRT
EHAYLE/DNSPORG: 0431117 Duchess Sharon stated her
support for Emperor Lucan foday and called for Duke Brian fo
Foliow her in her drive to unite Diaspora for the smperor.

VI AND VINDMCATED
MESHIER/DIOEPORE 0601117 & 2 nublic ststement today
Thecitess Nazhu ssid That the st seftiers of thix reglon, ihe
Uilani are the ondy ones who ruly deserve the region’s loyaliu,
How that there is a rew Ullani Empire, she said, Diaspors should
make svery effort to renew long bst Hes.

DKE for D&!BE?
FERRY/DINSPIRL: 065-1117: Duke Sinshi stated that undil the
succession orisis has been resolved at Capital, Diaspora’s nferest
1 bact be served by uniting with Datbei,

SOLOMANS ZEEN as SAVIORS
KAMNDOM/AASFORA: DRT-111Y- Duke John argusd that the
Solomani, who onoe fiberated this region from WWani oppression,
argd made this region an aulonomous ozt of the Imperism at one
time, windd hest serye the recion’s interesis.

. DUKE DECE AREE for DLE INOE
EBASHO/DARSPORG: O7Z2-1117: Duke HMazun stated that the
ir“h‘*!' ests of the imperimm and Diaspora would best be served if
the Mopt wm_éd recognize Ddlinor’s righi o the fhrone bu
assassination. fnoe the Nohle assembly recoonized a righifd
emperar, the worlds of the mperium wisdd ralls behind him

{GME is contived on Page 2 .
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SEISMIC SURVEY EQUIPMENT

Q3] | le— ' EQUIPMENT STATISTICS
Y TL Type Vol wt Price
SENSOR O 8 sewsen Y L1TERs 5er 910
.wm—ﬁi ,‘._- 00 8 muctircsrer. 9 Lrrers I3 - cR 13 206
. . O3 sewsen Y Li7ERS 5 Ker .7' 106
'j‘(’M ) D 1 3 MgL1|pLE¥‘& 4. ELITERS 6 Ke-C" ?,/"lOO
‘ ‘ SUPPLEMENTALSTAﬂSﬂCS(OPﬂONAU
r.. Charge  Operating Power
. TL  Duration  Noise - Usage Comments
13 Hours Hum |
am /Au‘Tf.uNA a 88 2 NouRs SR cLieks | :_I-lkkm
D 13 Qo Nougs LoV Hum ol kw
?Zé?r};?fpw O3 10 mouks  MNowE o1 kW
FREQ WOUATaR USAGE RECORD (OPTIONAL)
CouTRoL PANEL Each square represents—d Hou&S of ysage
J\ 0 TLg: '
elm 0 TLB' oy . — "
! /’l O Tus: O T T I I I T T T T I T T I T T IT T
%\RM' 3 OTus LI I I T T TTTI T T I T ITIT T IO IITIT ]
\%tjlmLTMLGYEZ NOTES:
TL 13 VERSIONS (=ik WSTRATED Seismic charges are 1 kg shape charges,
i / g g P
DESCRIPTION

Using small explosive charges to set up subterranean vibrations, the
seismic survey equipment can give geologists a plcture of seismic
structure. The sensors detect the strength and direction of the
vibrations and send the data by radio to a multiplexer. The
multiplexer recelives data from seversl sensors. [t gan then display

8 the data, store 1it, or relay 1t to a computer. Geologists use this
equipment to locate underground tracts of fluids or geological faults,
to study plate tectonics, or for other studies. At TL 14 the hand
held densitometer can replace some of these functions.

TASK LIBRARY

To set a seismic charge:
Routine, Demolitions, Dex, 3 min.

To detonate a seismic charge:

Routine, Demolitions, Int, (hazardous, fateful).

REFEREE: If a mishap occurs, the following describes what happens

for each type of mishap:
SUPERFICIAL- No explosion: fuse fails to detonate the charge.
MINOR- No explosion: On a subsequent retry, any mishap becomes
an early explosion (a DESTROYED mishap)
MAJOR- Bad charge. The effects are far weaker than normal.
DESTROYED- Early explosion. Referee must determine the
ramifications.

To optimally set up selsmic sensors:

Routine, Geology, Int, 1 hour, (uncertain).

REFEREE: A truth level than TOTAL TRUTH, nay affect value of data
gathered from the sensors.

To interpret gathered seismic data:
Difficulty, Geology, Int, 1 hour, (uncertain),
REFEREE: Level of Truth affects correct interpretation.

EQUIPMENT SHEET CopyRicHT DIGEST -Rowp PUBLICATIONS, LSED By PEEMsSioN



ASSANS HINTS

A FERVICE TO
MEGATEAVELLER
LAFERS ARRD EEF5F
A

y WGRD FROM HASSAN )
Thiz mewyih Hassan brings uow 2 Solomand Madtinds Rocket Launching
¥

velicle, HAS S Af
S0LOMANI MBL
CRAFT I3 Mujtinle Rockst Launcher, TL 14,
tMCr 1474
HiE: BOFES, Disp=10, Conflo=45L,
Armor=484G, Unloaded=145.1 Tonsg,
Loaded=152 Tons
FOWER: 10/13, Fusion=60 Mw, Dur=70/210
P 8711, 5tdGravThrust= 400 Tons,
NOE= 180 kph, Cruise=750kph,
Top=1000kph, MaxAccel=1.65 G's
COMBMO: HBadic=Svetam, Laser=Planeisry,
taser=Pianstary
SEMSOHES: EviMask, Synthetic Vision, HAS,
ACIEME=Rg, PasEME=Ct,
Magnetic sensor,
ActOn iBoan=DiH, ActOb Pir=DiT,
Paa0blScan=Rout, PasCbiPin= -
PasEngScan=Form, PastngPin= -
OFF: 1 Hardooint, Weapons listed below
OBEF: Smoke=8, Sand=4, Prizmatic=10
COMTROL: Comp=2FibxE, Pansi=HoloLinkx2,
SpecinkHeasdsUnDisox?,
ACCOM: Crew=2{Commander, Driver/Gunnear)
SeRIR-ANSQURTE X Z,
Env =BasicEnv,Basic 15 Ext LS
OTHER: Fusi=84kil, Cargo=4ki, ECP,
Miszile Magarine=-320 Mizsiles,
ObiSize=Small, EMLevel=Faint

i

WEAPON  AMMO RDE PERS DMG MY AUTO D BIG ROF OFF
ATTH ANG TGTEE X
YRF 86— SK 217410 VIHET 4 ~-1/H 160 Hifle
BomMRLHE 32028/ 24 BIST(IZ  -&65H IGFCTL
36 Tube HEGP 58/- 18 DIET(32) - A50H
KEAPER 47/~ 22 BRI - - B .
BiiB4 - = WETR - 140MPADHE

- URF G &= mounted i a remote heret.

~ M. has an autolnader. R )
This vehinle®s primary role is that of indirect fire support, but
souid old up wek I 5 Oireo? Batik.

TAZK LIBBARY

To drive 3 MAL Ushicle without incident:

Routine, Gray Ushicle, Dexleriiy, Fateful

Heferse: Biminkater Thiz Task onwe Tor 8 shor? Irlp,
twa or three Hmes Tor 2 onger ong.

Sensor Tasks (Difficulty based on rangs)

To perform 8 sensor operation:
[Maries], Sensor Ops, Edi, & seconds

Fag{ibizean (Passive sensor search for ohjpeis)
ML W DUDRRGE CNFLFD XU Py
~--5%&8ERRBODF | -

#ctlbiZean (Aetive zensor cearch for ohjeets)
RotibiPin  (Botive sensor pinpoint of located objecis)
ML VLD UD RG CH PLFD X0+
-85S ERABDLHFT -

FastngScan (Passive senaor search for sourpes)

ML WD UL BE CH PR

= &5 &EH D D F 1 - .
HESELN'S GITE LOGO AND DESIGHD AHE COPYRIGHT 1988 BY JOPH 5
EOETORF,

The ldea Exchange

Campaign Idea: Mongo 1107-1111

In all of the liturature produced to date about the St
Fronfier War almost nothing is said ahout the upwards of 6 millior
people who were caught on Mongo in 1107 and lived under Zhodan
rule for the next 4 vears. A group of adventurers oaught on Mongt
could easily find themselves as the backhone of the now ledgendar:
freedom fighters who harassed the ocounying forces, Encounters
with the Tavrched?, the Zhodani Thought Police, and the 6-leagec
high-gravity worlders the Addaxur make for a wonderful anc
enjouahle campaion. ,

there Unless you have semthing against a few Warhots here anc

ere!

Wanred: Equipment Catralog

or
Imperial Encyclopedia: Volume 2

Many aood eqipment ideas were published for TRAUELLER
before the MEGA was added. The IMPERIAL ENCYCLOPEDIA did not
have room enough Tor &l of it. & second velume with more equipment
sould easily be produced. Perhans even from a different factions
parspective.

This would sase the job of the referee whose players are
using equipment published prior Yo the MEGATRAVELLER rules set. Of
course the old published materia! is still good, hut the task of
modifying it fo meet the new standards can become tedious, It is a
ROUTINE tasic but the determination role is FORMIDABLE (fatefud.

0 backwater pre-stellar
waorld would regard a being in high-stellar
battledress who did good deeds as a superhero.

Business ldea: Equipment Data Sheets

) Those of you who have seen the contents of DIGEST GROUP
PUBLICATIONS new REFEREE'S GAMING KIT are by now familiar with
the wonderfully designed Equipment Data Sheets, TRAVELLERS
DIGEST is a regular supply of these covering many pieces of
equipment useful to the game. Variety could be introduced in the
form of different manufacturers, This works especially well with
items that have no real standard shane and with howry items.

DISTRICT 268 is beina invaded by the Aslan,
Sounds like the beginnings of the
NORR!;& Subgsector
0 me.

Journalists: The Trouble Hunters

Reading about far awa_\ig and exotic places is a popular
hobby of many citizens of the Third Imperium, regardiess of the
faction they support. Someone has to go there, Editors of every
major news publication, including the TRAVELLER'S NEWS SERVICE,
spend vast amounts of money to send roving reporters out to find
stories, write about them, send them back to the home office and to
do 50 on as small a budget as possible while keeping the flow of
material steady and large,

A reporter would recieve a set number of mid passages
with more arriving on the basis of what is sent home, The adventure
possibilities range from an unusual passenger wanting to go to an
%‘reaﬁgﬂg place, to a full-fledzed Player~Character in the midst of

& Rebellion.

Send all Dialog inpur to:
Dennis M. Myers
1161 Nansemond Pkwy Box 116
Suffolic, Virginia 23434
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DIASPORA:
STARLANE TO
THE GORE

NOQERILITY PROFILES
Bu Mark "Gee" Gelinas MG Diaspora Sector fAnalyst

DUGHESS JENMNIFER AAMGARHE
Duchess (R-5}, usses Subsectior {11186)
AB458F Age 48{46} Terms imperial ’x%r;sblhty
Born 365-1071 Member TAS
Noble Titles: Baroness von WaHang (usea), Marouessa
Tiswell (useal, Countess esea, Duchess luesea
Sge&al Pasaignmema: 3
Skilz: Persuasion-3, Leader-2, Shp's Boai-7, Laser Ypns-2,
Léafmgt:ﬂ«’ Digmses—1 Ha-1 S,n‘ﬂ",g—z Hifleman-L, Grav Ueh-0,
Homewo L_f. fmes {1375 Lam:.—.ﬁm'd H-454505-F Hi: 4, Smal,

Thin, Wat, High Pon, Mod | awe, High Stella
Faction Supportad: Sumperls Eaih%% hoomme of their
refative siabiitu,
5”15"55? LetWiats ] QEEFﬂFTi""!‘L Frrn = Baroness, Jonnifer rose
thorisgh The ranks o hecome duchess of the subsector,
DEEE ASHE FPRAINE HESS

Duks {R-5}), Promizs Subssctor {1116}
SO4ABAF Age 3B{38) 5 Terms Imperiza! Nobility
Born 384-1079 Member TAR
Noble Titles: Baron von Dimslh (Promise), Marqués fvaron
{Fromisel, Count Promize, Duke Fromise
Special ARSIONMENTs: 3
Skiﬁs: Leadar-2, Odmi-2, Ma2, Blot-2

Grav Ueh-0, Como-0, Rifleman-3.
Homeworid: Promise (2877 Diaspora A-542939-F H, In, Po} 8,
Med, Vaoe, Ury, Hich Pop, Hich Law, High Stellar.
Facilon Supporisd: Sgomen. Usims bloutines beck To the
Hess' of ancient Tarra.
Background Descriplion: Born a baron, he aduvanced
thrmenh the rapks fo hecome didke of the subsector.

DEBE SHAONM WITHERS
Duke (B-5), Pasdaruu Subzsecior {1118}
DB5ATF Age 34{34} 4 Terms imparial Nobility
Born 27 1-1082 Member TAS
Nobhle Tithes: warouls De Sessor Liedoel, Couni Joddel, Duke
Pasdarn:
Special Assignments: 3
Skills:  Aifleman-2, Handmun—1, Laser  Won-1,
Streplwise-1, Hav-1, Leader—1, Grav Yeh-1, Comp-0L.
Furm:m;c:t“iii: deddat (2716 Diaspora C-43498C-D H) €, Small,
Yaoe, et Hioh Fop, Extreme Law, Sve Sisllar.
Faction Supported: Margaret because of her personality.
Background Description: Born a marquis, received the
County at age 18, made duke at age P8 He has served in that
oosition woll for several uears,
HIKE AOHN GERALDD

Duke (R-5}, Alurza Subsector {1118)
£5599F Age 42[46) 7 Terms Imperial MNobility
Born 205-1070 Membsr TAS
Nobie TlﬁES: Baren Hault Manchester Kandom), Marguis de
bty (&iﬁﬂuﬂl Cound Eandom, Duke flrza,
Sg.:e?a:;‘a; Assignments: 4
Skills: Lisison-3, Comp-Z, Handgun-2, Linguist-2 {fslan, Yarge),
C?wmisim—Z- Leader—- 1, Gambling- 1. Grav Veh-G, Newral Wpns-0.
Homeyvoril ﬁlm"’rﬂs {2116 HManpors B-533807-F HD B, Medd,
Thin, e, High Pon, Mod Law, High Slollar,
Faclion SUDpoTried; Sdomani kecause of their strength.
Background Description: 8 risk faker, he was horn 2
baron but worked and wheedied B way s the didedom,

. Handing- 1, Brberu-1,

Pﬂ(ﬂ'— 1 ¥

"~ DARK RIVER
.*2  DATA

LIBRARY DATA UPDATE

Efusa Trsil- an informal frade route in the Efusa Rift which
requires vessels with at least Jump—3 capabitu. The Trall
connects the worids of Breysire, Eponom, Niami, Patohif, Efusa,
Comaidp, and Mel/Scorpion. # branch runs from Pajohip fo Lan,
and one runs from Efusa fo Wanwt/Thedar Gsp. Most of the
worits o The Trall ave 8 class E starport.
Mudads- {40F Efusa Rift D-430AAC-C Na,Po,De,
Hi}- Mudade is 2 world of contrasts. 6 one exireme, the world
serves as the Capital of the Confederation. ff the other extrems,
the citizens of e world are very icolationistic. Their xenophobia
provent= them from building n betier starport althouch they have
the technology and capital o do so.
Newlan Massacra- in 644, an fsian shie landed on the
newdy settied world of Shehl The nccupanis sousht some land,
st were attacked by the residenis of a neafbg villzge, The Dstan
ratalinted with high fech WEANONS zrui the uilans was decirousd
with almost all inhabitants, The fshan were nuen’fuaﬂg driven from
the ws::ﬁd; hurt many Sihahans otil are bissed against Agian.
FPiro- {102 Efuza Rt A-358583-4 AgNi- Ths
agricultural world exports o mamy worlds beth insde and outside
of the Confederation. Oooordingls, #5 cifizens constructed a
starport 1o handie the Traffa, o ]
Sihahi- {408 Efusa Rift E-552ABL-5 PoHi- This
world has a seripus population problem which its government has
ereated, and undil recently, refused to address. After the Newlan
Massacre, the dicistors of this world forbade = means of
poplation control because of paranocia and xenophobia. B
aidition, penalties were exwacted for nol bearing children i
capalis. § rew High Leader, Jullen Crmm, DBiss now snacTed sirict
population condrols To come to grips with the problem. Sithoush
guits enfightened, and genuinsly truing to help the people, be bears
the onus of nremuus dintators.
Tekhel- 8 major corporation operating in the Efusa it
Svhesotor, (—m irdependent groun of fsian own this corporstion,
but theu reguarly emply homans. Thelr malor products are
etz antl plasTh prothats.

CAUGHT IN THE CURRENT
SCENARIOS I DARKC RIVER

THE O O WOUNDS
PiAYERR INFOORMSTION
The worid of Shalé has vas? uniapped peirochemical
reserves, Tie Tekhel corporafion has purchased some of fhose
reserves for the monufacture of plastios. The characters are
nart of a team sont o Sihahi to survey the mwchase and fo set
up the indfal wels. Because of fravel restrictions, they wi have
to transport themselves and thelr eguipment by ground vehicle
agross N kiometers of desort to reach the site.
BEFERECES INFORBMATION
VIARMEMNG: THE FOLLOWENG AFORMATION IS FOR THE REFEREE WHD
GHLL BUN THIS SCERARID. PLAYIRE BHOULD H0OT READ THIS INFO.
fi5 indicated in the Library Data, many Sihahans hate
fislan. Home have learned of the recent pwchase and are
determined 1o stop production. The characiers can be scientisis,
technicians, drivers, o gquards {Tekhel i= not norant of the
notondial threall, bihers the radicals aftack s up toup Hin the
desert, this could become & scenario of survival, You may want fo
inchide some fslan in the party to heishten tensions.

DARK BIVER: & SECTOR DNIDED

The fwst prinling of this supplement has sold oud.
Rowsver, MGE s willing To produse more for those who did not
have an opporfunity 0 get 3 copy. Send £5.00 to Mark Gelinas,
102 Skron Cf. Ladson, 5C 783456, Orders from England should
miciude an exira £1.50 if they want the supplement maded G Maill

LIEHARY DATA UFDATE, VOLUME |

How ausilahle n one olace, afl %hﬂ ypdates which haus
appeaved B the TRMER gince ?he reloase of DARK RUFR. Send a
legal med SOEE for 2 coou o LERARY DATA {PDATE, 0D Mark
Gobnas, 102 07 flkron C4, ! Ladson, 5C 28455,
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RATHG BYSTEM
CRTEGORIES

Playar Use— How usefud i The mroduct to the daver.

Feferes Use- How usefyl is the product to the referes,

friwnrk- 8 gx?‘p:wr-# sushiaton of a;"rwafk and oraphios.

Content-~ & general svaluzfion of overall content which ncludes

lauout, ease of uss, auality of work, and nther factors.

Guerali- & summary rating of ths other categories.

LEVELS
W - Foor quality o of lite use.
g - Falr gusiify of of sonme e,
S - fwerage quality or of aversoe use.
wwwene — Riboue average ouality or of shove average use.

wrueremer— Exeellont quality or very useful

MEGATRAVELLER
THAVYE: | FER DNGEST #1117
Company- BGP
Playvers Use e
Artwork  ererere
Ovearall w172

F4.55
PBeferes iz wemeree
Contenl wwrerer

BB
HEAVY v*‘é::é?f}?éﬁ GLHOE
Company- GDW £7.00
8v L cprﬁﬁ Wizeman

HFiavers Use  wwrewr Heferes Use  wevrene
BrEWOrk  wurerws Zontant  weneener
Overall  vrerer w172

CITY OF THE AMGELS

J

L0 n;}iﬁﬂ i EW ﬁ!UxGQ
By Oraig Shesly

Piﬁ‘yew Hac 13T Befarss Uss  werews
ATTwWork  wrererer Comient vty
Owverall  veee

SPACE: 1889
THE LIFTWOOD CONSFIRACY
&
%

gefarss Usse  wremene
Contant wveee

Company- GDW £325
Plavers Use  vvree Referse Use  erervre
Ariwork  sweee Cortiemnl  werere
Ovaral wremeres
OTHER PRODUCTS
MEAR ORRIT
Company- H Taizorign Games £4106,00

By Pondsmith, Ackarman, Wilamuih
For B Tale«:mars‘s CYBERPUNK
Playvars Use  wwyv Referes Use  vwwervver
ix.r‘:*fz@rk Corniant  wrerenes
Overall  wweer 177
Lindie | do not ordinarils review & product for a game not
produced by the lorkshop, | must make an sxception in this case.
EJE";;R OREIT = an oufsianding susplement for B, Talsoran's
”S“FFUP- e ﬁawamsar- it has a wcahh s:tf EEl i}rmdﬁnn dmu'? “v‘nq

P A

SG!ERDE fe*% ?9 !i., E§ f,reaﬁue rsferee r-au%d uze *hlc a 2
sovegebook To add detall o any sciencs fiction AFG wiich uses the
gy futurs as & backerawwl Informative Tor plausrs foo

“v;' " hlb ’
Fﬁﬁéﬂu A PROBLEM
£ BCEMOHIO BY MARK, GELBAS

THE MUOBNING HECADLINEE, TOHURSDAY
TAMPA: 25 HILLION B *il!i?Csf‘a’NE STOLEN FROM POLICE STATION,
ORLAND: L‘{LLH ROTHECHILDE BE F‘&E?.S THAT THE MOONSTONE

S BEEW STOLEM, OFFERS REWSHD FOR RETURN.
SAUARBALE i')aR, STERLING JONES MIBERG FROM BIOLAE, EXTRACTION
BY piUA COMPANY BUSPECTED.
ATLAMTA: POLICE BELEASE MEW DEATH COUNT B #RME BUST. 23
ML LISTED 45 DEAD INCLUDING 2 COPS. SFEK SUBPECTE
MOBILE: RECOUERING of HURRICANS Bt} SLEFPR N ahn,
COLUBEER: HEBUY FAINE DROWM 5 I OITY STREETS.
HALIEGH: REGH ?ir JERE STOR GUATEREACK QUFHDIE F
YAt HTE“%& SECOHD STRRG MLERTERBACE S HING TO
STRET, BUT WaNT TO NEGOTIRTE.

FHE OFFER

One or more of the charaoters are condacted by 2 middicman
named Boo Hoo, He ﬁm;sialns ihat lasT nighi an corporst
aroratt was foroed o divert o fhis cituy nstezd of goihg o
¥ansas Oty because of bad westher associzded with ‘i‘ne
hurricans. bhile i sat on the Tarmac waiting for the company
local security, & incal gang hY the aircraft. Theu beat un the ::mu*
and fook the hopace. Boo Bog's sponsor wants to recouvsr an
ftem from the hioosos, & red, coramic, auohing Buddha statue. He
expletys That It ha=s sentimental velue io Ny sporeros end Ns
sponsor is wiling fo pay 310,000 for s recousry, Thore s one
stimdation, one of his men, Hans, will assist them fo protect Ms
merests. Hang' pau is seperate from the charactsr's pay.

BEFERFE'S INFORMATION
NTHODUICTION

Thiz scensrin wen desbewd v-im "'uarev:smﬂ; Fouih
Caraling as the backoound. If gyou want to have ¥ somewhore
glee, upu will have to chanse some of ?E‘sE other fanis o maich.
Further information on Safemsard Security is mn TMES 824 or the
only issue of CYBERTALK.

WHAT HAPPENED OM WEDNESDAY

The moonsione 15 a D carat diamond found on the moon.
Jopathan had Hane steal the diamond and dvbe o Tampa. There
he hogrded the company et with 2 senwity guard andd 5 pilot.
Thcg were chrTFé o Charleaton bessuse of 4‘3‘!? Bl wemiler
The ﬁai:&veca uur;; apgd the guard kit the plne to ood ‘fl'sﬁ
Charlesten office of Safeguard is:a:ufﬁ'g, Eﬁ the mesntims,
Golden ﬁfaﬁﬁﬁb, 2 gang wrm dress ang act ke Bruce les, a*'?::cheﬁ
fo aroraft and stole the luggage. When they didy®t find anuthing
theu wanted, theg beat the ,rﬂ::m The Leader, Brune, iked the
Buddha and kept it Tor himsslf, not knowing that Hans had placed
e mponstone eslds,

Shorty thereater Safeguard Securily arvived, and moved
e airoraft ivin 2 hanoey, fshiey Linblnom, who owns most of the
form, learmed of the moonsione and had 3 méddfeman, Boo Bon, hee
some unknpurs e ohiain . Mot fully dnowing Hans” inuclvement,
she insisted that he accompanu The feam to help in recovery.

OTHER FACTS
~Hans has the other security guard, Jack Byrons, holed up i a
hotel to keep him out of sight.
~The pilpt is still unconscious, and mutters the words "Lee” and
"I e 01 D5 deferim.
-fialla has & hacksr andd 5 feam of fwo cuybsrooldiers on the frail
~Hans is louasl o Jonathan and can t.ail on & team of .,Ef‘fmrv:, that
Jonathan wil move aoross coundry o Charleston within 7 Daus.
than has slerted his cyherninia who was doing a coverd
opeyation in Charlesion at $the time. He will siso be trying to get
e status. Hens does not know shout him, st be o8 oot haem
Hans unless necogsary.
LOOA GONGE TO USE OF FED HERRBIGE

1 FECHES~ delisht in snifing blood, Hed Dragons- fis fiohlers/fre
staters., 50N OF THE MEW S0UTH- modern rebels, Gon, les,
fmadar, DREGE 0F SOCETY- =<if expanatory. DREEE- new sopiedy,




TWILIGHT:2¢

REALISTIC COMBAT OPTIONS
BY MARK HAVES

i Az stated last issue, the TLHLIGHT:2D0D combat sustem
is very simple 1o use, it oan sometimes produce sowe wvealishic
resutis. To #lusirate this, we lboked at a fupical assault by a
tupics! character, Johony B. (uick, and his feam. &though the
fiustration was rather conirived, i served to Busirste cur polnt.

Then we looked at some ways to compenate for some of
the apparent problems without birdening the system. This month
we gre going To ool af some additional compensations and some
waus fo gius the NPC a fighling chance, again without burdening
the system.

) The quick way 1o determine an NPC's okil (a5 in the rules)
is o assign 2 ratg of 50, 40, 30, or 20 fo the neoded skl
dependlng on IT i iz a2n Effe, Velersn, Erperienced, or Movies HEC.
To hring some play balance between player characters and NPCs
fry this: in the case of ORM, the 51, 40, 30, or 20 rating hecomes
the the chance Yo hit at oigse range. The should keep the refaree

rom hauving o rate a8 his NPDs as elifes st to gue them a
chance against the B0 skill lsuee! plausr charactsr innt to mention
s effecis on "Hambomaniz™

Howsver, the most importsnt “modfieston”™ thet a
referes can make 5 3 creative use of oxisiing rules. W 3
charscter fries fo run on a wounded leg, reduce his movement
rate and force him fo hesitale immediately after Ws sorint for
nover. If a charscter iries to pull hinself over a wall on a wounded
arm, have him roll against Hs constituiion to avoid a lone perind of
“hesitation”™ dues 1o nain,

Serinis wounds anywhere should causs the character fo
halue hiz chance To hit. The human body naturaliy resists being
subllesTed fo such irisls when = demsged. This is sapeclaly free
ihe Tirst tme a shremuous aotivity s atlempted after 2 wound,

& person inuarisbly needs te adjust o his first sncounter
to intense pain. For example: Johnny received 27 points of
damage fo his right arm {3 beht wound for himh. Af the next
aunilehle opportunity he fires his M-156. fs Jdohnny is right handed,
this causes some pain. The referee tells him to make a dEfficulf
rofl gosle? s conatifullon To svold & Desitation next roundd. By
subsequent shois by Johrew with this arm would require a
successiul task rofl of Constitution: fuerage,

These are only a fow ideas. § referes can make the
session much more realistic and enjousble by vigoroushy using his
imagination coupled with common sense. fngd don't sver et uour
players =ay, *IF's oniy a fight wound. Mo oroblem™

2300 AD

TAEKRNG CONTROL OF 2300 2D
EY JAuHd ORDER

| act issue we disoussed various ways of how the referee
can take ocondrol of his 2300 8D universe. Most of the
suggestions can be summarized iie this: use the rdleg, but develop
your own backoround. We also mentioned that this would usualy
mvolve a ot of work. This issue we will examine some waus o
handie all that work, to let the players in on what is going on. and
bt Yo use more of the backgrourdd but =18 maintain condrok

DG THE OB

e we said, 3 this can b qEte o T of work. I gou
can't do it afl by yoursslf, smploy some of gowr players. They will
usualiy enjoy doing part of the work, and will probably enjoy the
game more as a result.

fingther method is to do only what vou mmediately need,
plus a §Ttie move In case the characters get off the beaten frack.
Thiz method will vsuslly smount o writing up the backoround
tdstory, snd doing The Tew sustems where The cheresters wllf st
adueniure,

The referpe faced with This work might be inclned to go
hack to his ol game. Howsver i he perseveres, he will be
rewarded with & unigue role plauing environment and the abdify o
fuliy use some exaellent game sustems.

INFORMING THE PLAYEHS

i unie follow thic orocedisrs, you shoudd warn uste players
ihat the unierse gou are rurmeng is 0T sxactly that published by
G That wou Theu wil inow not to sutomatically assume what
they read n & module i correch. You may wani fo prepare a
handout or small players handbool which outiines the history and
fistz anu rile variands that you might use. That way the players
know what thelr characters should reasonshiy know, and they
kreor how uou as referes plan to run things.

LISING THE BACKGROUND

Bz we =gw last f=sue, GDW O &5 grest desl of work
preparing the background Tor 2300 8D, iF uou are prossoed for
time, you might consider actualiy using the background, but editing
out anything that you didn™t want in yowr universe, Manu referess
find that no editing of the history is required.

Howeuver, 2 manher of these same referees will alter the
current coprae of events i order o keep a hetier condral of the
game. 118s methud reasiBly =iz the plausrs Bnow the unhreerse’™s
history: itz in the book. Howewver, they are kep? guessing about
what is going 1o happen next.

figain, you may wish fo rework some of the slanetary
systems to better suit your needs. By using the published
hackground, you can uss the planets uwou want, and rewrite the
rest. This works best if uou select some of the low keu planets o
modifu. Doing that prevents sou from having o alfer the Mistory
significantiy.

Hlerkm or sullsiiluiing came sustems usoslly Rex = of
an effect than giiering histories or olanets. & word of caution
though, before ypu alter 2 oaming sustem ook at ALL of the other
systems i might afTect fo make sure that ypu don™t upset any
deficate game balances, For example, a siarship combat system
usuallu stanss alone, hut watch oul for how skills affent combat.

COMNEE IS0

There are a varkety of ways of eslning seve confrof ouer
gy 2300 8D universe,. Bome reguive 3 radical depasrture from the
publiched materisl, whie others do not. Naluralls, the further vou
get the more worl is reguired of you. Yet the rewards are great.

GNHS {Contl)

=

MAVY MNEUTRAL
FEELAND/DIAEPORS 0751117 Bements of the Diaspora flzet,
which is under the command of Gdmira!l Jessica Mile. stopped a
batte betwesn forces of two subsectors tadsu. The combatants
ignored radiged orders, sach ordering the fleet slements o fight
for iheir side, The iask force leader, Wentified a5 Capisin
Stanford Ui, refused fo obeuy esither side’s orders, and fired
warning shots 2t both as they continued fighting. The combatants
stopped fighling immediptels. The flest slements remainied in
sustem until both combatants had iefh. 3
STREFHOMN STRIHES

PHO HARIBHEMEGE: 1817118 Feet slements fed by §
Sirephon atiacked fleet olements of Dufisw.
ngagement, Dulinor’s forces had to withdrase.

2ar g

G
&fter a2 ghori




SPACE 1889

CAPTUHRE?

i ‘!"1— r.ﬁ'if‘su Hariian aTmospiere had s ofili, Dells d8id noi
se=m 10 nofice. She siood on the fo'e’ste of the MISTY BREEZE &
CIRH WINDS class merchant. She stood alone, but she dide™ mind.
Her thoughis were full of her froth, Carter. She knew that jugt
as che approached Thisnlamats, his shin, named for her, would
soon be bound for home. Her mingd dreifted like & lazy cloud off to
ﬁmughfs of the mpending wedding, and her fudure sboard the FAIR

Ei i t.z.:“."s‘?z Cantain Carter Johnson.
.ﬁmmship oif the starboard guarter™ & MarHan safor
yofied from high abovs her,

Her heart starfed o race. This part of Mars saw few
steamships. Thers was one that did frequent this arss, the FAIR
DELLA, and the thought of meeting its dashing Captain brought 2
shght bhish jo her fans,

“RHES Deﬂa " & whirsy volce suggested, “IY would perhaps
Bo best s*”' wont want E:seé‘u, Thiz Tollope oouid @ a pirate®

MY o E:FEE, Sudmbiu® Oells replied. 17 sursfu must be
Captain Johnson come o esoort us home™

“LdpH, mm mgur- = fftle betier than a pirats, running

with rriarﬂarr and afl. | don™t know what upu see in him, Melam.®
* rather Emﬁrf ﬂ‘uaf unu wouldn't. fifter all, | am a lady,
ard uou could never hope fo be 2 man fke Capiain Jobnizpn®

Jealpusy and raoe welled up in Qmmb!g, bust desipe for the
wrEsm widnan before him held i in check, sp he silenils stormed
. Unaware of ﬁaa—:, Beliz furned and Irind fa ﬁaifﬂh glimpse
of the gull metal hull she Knew wouwd be carrying her ious,

Hefore long she saw pufis of amﬂhe, and eventually a ship
emergad from zzeﬁmé ihe daréi rail horizon. Usew her spuglass for
a closey ook, she was ceriain that it was the FalR DELLA,

Confrmation followsd shor e sz the ths metallic ship
closed with kenbering kita, Frst the Smericen flag was seen fiyine
from e masi; and then the ships name could be seen on the bow,

Shrait 5 half an howr ioter. the FAIR DELLA had passed
hehirgl the kite and then maiched cowrse and speed. She g
saied albong side the kife shaut 10 yards off the port beam. Della
thought it add that she didn®™t see any of the DELLAS faunsn oo
{ertainiy Carter should have greeted her.  She moved siong the
ooit rall until she was ooposite of the Fair Delia.

“Hello the DELLAY she ocimped her hands and uslisd, “Tell

Johneon ihalj Miss Thorton iz ousr here and wnold veru

Cartal
much likke To s=e him,
The Martian deck hand lonked noomprehensively at her
wirtil she saig the names. Then he srisd of o the deck houss,
Shorths, = more elpgantly dressed Martian appewred. Della
reoognized him immedistely; d was {aﬁﬁr = first officer, Magl,
*Tha Camasn sends Hs regards,” he spoke in gond English,
“hut regrets that he cannot come *rcnz;de- We have a shight
problem, anid the Cantain is veru busy, i the Ladu would Bke, she is
weleome To come on hoard and wait on ?he mess decks for him.”
Deds maﬁ 2 Httie disappointed 2t not seeing Carter, but

the ihouoh? of going on board the FAR DEL A made her Tesl 2 BHle
6 ﬁ;‘uirsur ;nﬂn he replied, "lery wall, Sir, | wifl come ouer.”
Turrdng fo the 12 gRrSONn | who approached she said, “Gudmbhs,

talt tho { :a*kn fam gﬂ g guer 1o the DELLA for s vimit”
*To eross pusr there woulkd be guste dangerous, Ma'am, |
forbid you o do it

“Excuse me, Guimbiy, Dui Datdy hired upu fo bDe my
bodumiard, not my guardian. Now that Carter is here, uou are no
lormer nesded. | wand you Yo isave me alone.”

“Uory well, Maam, but upie Tather shall hear of this.” He
Hweatensd as he stalited aff.

In the meantime, the FAIR DELLEA had moved closer fo the
kife, and the srew was moving 3 boarding plank aoross to il Dela
guickiy stepped on it and crossed the thres yards that separated
the two ships. Far below she could ses the Marian landscape
move =lowly by, snd with a5 slish? rush of frighf, moved more
auickiy unhl she ztood on the BELLA. She was sscorted below
while the Martian deck hands removed the boarding plank,

& fi—'%ii minutes later Maal appearsd on the deck,
"RTTENTION MIETY BREEZE' TOKE THIS MESSAGE FROM CARTER

SORRIEON TO i‘ COL. THORTON: YOUR DRUGHTER IS %ﬁ' PRIGOMER, F
YOU WHT HER BACK QLAE i 311 PEY M THE SUM GF ’! Ff‘fLLk‘}fé
‘r‘x?"’Fﬁii‘Rﬁ DOLIORS. VB OE §Y TOUCH TO TELL YOI LBENFE TO
DELRER IT. MISTY BRLEFD F vVou ﬁ?iEmrT % Fﬂiéwi}w LE, YO
WiLL BE DEETROVED®

Lith that, the FAlR DELLSA furned awaw The Captain of
the MISTY BREEZE know that he was powerless o stop i,

FREF T
SPARTING SHOTSS

& COMMENTARY 5Y
HATE LEBHERT GELINAT

GAMIMNG CHEARTURES | HAVE SEEN

FART §
HOW TO RECOGHIFE A WHERE-BORE

Have upi siesy zvnrﬁes ed what "hJS‘:i-'-*S:S_‘: 5 oamer o
immch inte a blow by blow description of his greatest victory 1o
those who have heard it a milion times before? Or how abpurt the
roleplayer who nsists on telling you all the detads, even down io
the brand of underwear, shout his character the instant he lsarns
that you are & gams=r? Or what sbout The referee who shysus
masst one-up uou i oy describe an adventure you ran® | belieue
that aff these tupes of people have besn bitten by the common
where-bore,

Mg | am not Talking shood some fantasu orssture here.
Hoauan forbid that that genre find g wau infe the pages of the
THES | am talking about the gamer who seems Bie 3 nine enouch
porson, yst when conditions are just ridht, they fransform info a
areatiss who !.:Jiﬁ BORE v WHERFysy uny are. What s suen mawe
tragic is that theuy think that they are the world’s grestest
conuersationalists.

LEwre-bores are of Hyee primarg senera, the roleniausy,
e board gamer, and the Tzéﬁéa%w’e gamer. How there are
sub-genus of these when o some might inuoles hwo or more of
these acthdhies. For suample, one game which uses giant robois
for c,ﬁmba'} iz a board game which can ziso be 5 miniatures game.
Thers &= even & rolepliaglry orflon Tor

Gthouoh the oensra are distingt, theu share manug
characteristics. Perhapﬁ the most common charscterstio is the
gonstant drone thel usually starts o, "Thad 2
once, which « . - . « - Word battle, character, or oome
f‘ﬂﬁgﬁ!}i‘éﬁ f# the blod. 1

&—?:ss:a-rsg ae very ferriiori
corstanily fruing to domimete ame hat shitat they encoemjer.
ferrifory Tight betwesn two where-bores o 3 frishersng thing fo

Dehold,

Where-boredom has an infectious effect. Often other
gamers Estening to their oaf will want 1o raise thelr own call i
they are not carefdd, they very shortiy end up becoming a where-
hore themseluss. Ususlly the older where-bore will drive the
younger uwhere-hore away. The reiected where—hore then
warslers ahout seeking prew.

Mo one reafy knows whst sets off he fransmuision
from %ﬁnaﬁ to the whers-bors. Snne*mes it is words, generally
rafarrs g To gaming. ¥ ususllu doesn™ matter if the words donot
pertain to the where-bore’s particular gomus, he knows he has
Touryd a victim. Sometimes it is the atmosphere of 2 gaming store.
The presence of so mang potendial Esteners causes the pulse 1o
quicken, and before long the oru of the where-hore & heard,
Sometimes it s iduced by attempts to mpress the opnosite oox,

There are not manu cures for this condifion Hsualy the
atfficted crea‘?ﬂre mamt hesl Hast] T?!e b=t {he rest of us can
hope to do is Yo avnid Teading ifs need. This ks simply done by
avniding it when it is making ifs call or not aspearmg o have 3
genuine miterest. By all means ausid becoming one.

ADE and ANNOURNCEMENTS
£ IE

Clagsified 8ds are 2.50 Tor 1 month's orshing of 25 words o jess.
HQRTHCQQST ROIEPLAYING: & fTarwine for RPG's mchedng

MEGATRAUELLER and T'E!Ql"? &0 For & issues, send S804 fo Barvu
(gsar, 15HS Highland five oF, Eufma, L] “"3“'@

gé TICFE

War f Fufo
The first sue of CYBERTHELYE has been distributed. | have ot
received enouah requesis to warrant a continued publication of
ihat newstetter. CYDBERTALK, the column mau appear at wreculsr
interuals in the TIMES., The ALLIANCE SNNOUNCER has been sent fo
hose wha responded. The next Issue depends on feedback. GFD

PHOEND/MGE

For flustrations with a FuherisHe Figir
REASOMADI E BATES
FOR ORIGINAL AND COMMITSINNED PIECES
COLOUR OR BLACK &HD WHITE
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COMING EVENTS

SEGEOUTHCON & Spring 'S0O7-  Guis
TIMES 27 should houe more dotallc,
OHIGINS: SUMMER "20- Heig 5 Stiants next uese.

possihlip! &

EVENT HORIZON
CURRENT AND
FUTURE RELEASES

The reader I8 aduised that these are tentative dates. B numbs
af factors could deloy a proisot, v suen cause iF to be cancelled,

FROM THE WORKSHOP: OCTOBER: SPACE 788D
ETEFFELORDE OF MARR, NOUEMBER: CHALLENOE 41, TWILIBNT
2000- NATO ULHICIF GUIDE, SPACE 1885 TEMPLE OF TH

BEQSTHEN. KRNG WORRIORS {mendatuwas), DECEFMBER: SPACE 1885

-L: M CAPTHNE OF MARS, MEGRTRAVE! ! TR news: FLOSHPEACK has
been cancelled. Newt G prpject- FOHTING SHIPS OF THE
REBELLICM during the frs? half of 1890, CHALLEEGE & scheduled

to go monthiy starting in January, Congrahdations o Michallel

Fturgeon on her promotion To Managing Editor of CHALLENGE.

FROM DIGEST GROUP: Tentatively, the first of the MEGAE

TERIELIFR afien modidec will be nut by December.  TRAWFLLFRS
DIGEST 18 mau be sut by late Dapombeor hut wil probabhs be pushs
nack to Jangary, Lﬁgeﬂ Sroun o growing, and has seusra
projects planned and un sus“"’féﬁ THE BIBCK DIBE wes zﬁs?;agr—‘é el
may be out in ﬂie first quartsr of a‘:}gﬁ. Tigast Group has becom
the major oroduser of MEGATRAVELLER producs.
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