a3 TARBLURST

October 1292 Issue: 16
Page One

STARBURST #a ithe ncwsletter of HIWG Australia and is distributed to all membors ]
of HIWG in Australia and New Zealand frece.

STARBURST is published irregularly by David Schneider under the umbrella of
the History of the Imperium Working Group (IIIWG). STARBURST is distributed in
Hew Zealand by Paul G. Ridgway, P.0. Box 262, Paraparaurm GI52. New Zcaland.

Articles, corments and illustrations are gratefully accepted and should be
sent to David Schncider, 5 %asti Avenue, Allenby Gardens, South Australia 5009.

Donations of stamps and funds are welcoue but are not tux deductable.

INOW YUl HIVGSR

0'Grady, Paul T979A7 Age:20 Cr: When's my next pay?
Soloumani Confederation Army Rank: Lieutenant
Enlisted Infanlry Branch then transferred to Artillery
after one lerm,

Enlisted in infantry at wminiuwum age after several years
in Solowmuni Youth Corps. Studying Genelic Engineering
and Biochemistry at Universitly of Terran Superiority.

Selected for officer training early into Army career
and coupleted over 23 years. Recenlly transferred to
Artillery Branch.

ﬁ e .ﬁ Dedicuted Lo Jolomuni Party and the Solomani Cause, Is

‘ T looiking forward Lo removing all Iuwperial presence from
4 within Zoo pursecs of Terra.

-~ . / Has been repremanded in recent tines vy superiors [or

: consorting wilh eanlisted personnel.
SnlLLS: Combatl Riflewan-3, ileavy Weawpons-I, Taclics-2, Leadership-7, SMG/Handgun
=0, Hoise brewing-I, ilunting-I, wheeled Vehicle-0, Instruction-2, Unarmecd Combat-I,
Large blude~I, Survivul-I,Genetics-2, Biology-2, Chemistry-I '

equipwent, IR pop,les, Girllrieand

cwablulow I TUE IMPSwIUM
5y Sleven i'ernandez
Series Introduction

1 starl hese a mini-sreies of articles dealing with u realistic picture ol how
religion is likely (o persist in the 357Lh century AD.

I have udecided on the mini-series forumat because that will break up each pul i
into articles that will neatly fit into SPARUUILST.

In general, wy focus will bLe on tihe overall forms thatl far future relipions are
liiely to lake, rather than worrying about specilic descriptions of any speciflic
sel of religions (specific details are best leit [or lreserees, anyliows so uiey can
ltuilor lic broad ideas Lo suit Liueir own cumpaipns or prelferances.) The onl,
exceplion to tuis rule will be in a cowmentary of Lichael Drown's "The Stellar
Yiocese" article in Dragon I0I. I intend to dedicate an entire article on cvaluating
Lie likeliliood of hi. Drown's set of specific religions,

vow with tae intro' uside, lel wme starti the show proper...
iart I: Juy Religion won't go away

There would be little point in me writing a mini-series about religion, if 1
seriously didn't believe thatl the Luwan race, as a whole, will continue Lo hang
on Lo souwe {orm of religion- or another — even in thirty seven hundred years tiwe,
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In waking such a bold claim slel me he clear about what swindpoint T am speicing
from. I am not saying (repecat: NUT saying) that as humans progress to higher and
higher planes of ealigintenment, the Lratii aboul one religion or anolier will ri:e
to rational focus. far from it, I wily retneir, speaking f1om the point of view
of a realist thatl has observed a brutc jfnct about wmost nuaans: Namely, tiaat there
exists an ewolional (or at least a ciotional) desire to appecal Lo some Torm of
mysticism, or another. This desire cxists for the overvieclming bulk of humanity
Ltoday; and has alvays cxisted Tor all of recorded hu.an history. If anyone doubtis
any -of these assertions, tlicy are welcome to refer to hislorical texts and/or
world surveys of religion.

To further my arguaent, let me relay to you the following quotes
"...God has conspicuously fuile’ to dic, and the survival of relipgion under upy-
ressive and hostile regimes... bhas been one of the marvels of ithe age. Though
organised churches in the West arc in decay, there is probably more preoccupuation
vith matiers spiritual than at any other tiwe in the last Lwo centuries,"

(p23I, An Illustrated Short History of thic Worlds I.G. Wells & Philip Zicglers
Guild Tublishing, Iondonj I987)

While T an by no mcens quoting any great authority on the subject, Mr Ziegler
(whom wrote the above passage) is making a nuwher of suggestions that should
make Lie niseve Traveller guwac: siop and iaink Lelfore he or she autlomatlically
supposes laut: "Aw, by Travellers tiue religion will only exist in backward plancts,

The [irst suggeslion is that religion is made of hardy stluff, A suggestion that
lends some crecence to wmy earlier cluim that religion will siill persist as a
coiuion phenowenon, even in the 57Lh century, (llopefully I've now said enough on
Ltuis watter, for we not to belubour tie point),

The second sugpestion, however, gives us some insight on how Lo speculate about
the nature of future religions, Speciiically, T wa reflerring to the cluined Tdecay!
of Western 'orgunised' churches. Now Liis cluim should not be dismissed, s even
tae churches, tieuwselves, admit that Liiey ure experiencing a nel loss of wecubers
o hore iuporianily for game purposes, however, is what tuis 'decay' may imply for
Lie far future, '

Now Lo uidierstuna those iwmplicatlions properly, we must be clear about wiy tie
Western ciurclhies are in decline in the lute ZOUh century. Typically ex—churcih-
§0ers abanuon Lieir public worship because they no longer regurd the tradgitlional
velieds and or practices as being 'relovant' Lo Laeir noacrn lives, In Jhis eane
s 'hou being relevant' vianslabes Lo wean ei ther that churen ig o Tonger Jasiilonaals
y ol viler sociul groups are seli Lo be nore imporwnt in gqealing wiih conten-
poiary issues, (These social ploups may vury in signilicance [rom a iricay nigat
carupluying groap, Lo political or quusi-poiitical associations such wns Grecnpeace
Or sewinisti wovewenls)., hese feclings are, of coursc, only wwplidleqd 1 wace
church t.ut tlese people bad once went Lo had conductea ils aclivities in u mannci
ial was hignly doguntic, ritunlistic, forialisc, or bound by centuries-old
iradition,

Cne iuporiant thing should be now apparrent about the decline of JWestern Churchoes:
Lie decline has had livile Lo go (dircvetly at least) with bthe advances of wodein
science. Yuis is noi to say tuatl Jcience hasn't been viewea as a rival Lo relipion
(c:;pociully in Lue opinions of extrewe ulheists, and equully exireae uleiss, .

Udaly be tual us it may, il is wrong to tuink thal science has in any cirect sense
"lass produced" atheists in the Uwentietl century. The same is also Lrue {or
Anglo-juerican philosophy - aespite its overall seculur tewperment. (I aw here
referring to serious, acaccmic, puilosuphy - not the luosc and 'pop' versions
of puilosopiy). Now tuc Liportunt conseguence tuat should be inferred ivom Lo
facts, is tihal ihe Western churches Lave not (repeat not) declined becuuse the
seneral populace has become thoroughly ratiocentric. Nor, for that maiier, has
tiie cccline happened becuuse the populiace hus switched their worahip from cruc-
ilixes Lo retort stands.
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Jul il you accept Uhis analysis of conlewporary spirituuli ty, lhen you wmuast
concecu luat 1L is wrong Lo Lhink thatl wmuinstreaw Imperials (as opposcd Lo any
Lapericls whow iy be mcubers of [riage or cult faiths) will necessarvily be too
'scientilic'y or too 'sophisticated', to believe in anytuing {hat even resembles
veligions On lhe olier band, it will e cyually wrong to presume thatl Gile western
churches will maintain their curreni-day prevalence.

tlowever, 1 wanl {o delay, for now, any full discussion of what the decline of
Western churches will mean to the nature of far future faith. In the next part
of this mini-series, I will deal with the likely consequences of this decline.

(As well as Lo argue that this decline will also occur Lo some of Uhe Rastern
religions us vell),

dut for now, lel we cuphasise the boltom line here: Namely, that il is unrealistic
Lo presumie that all mainstream Imperianls would be too "scientific" to believe in
any kind of religion. However, il is realistic to presuue that Tchurcihy!' relipions
will no longer be significant in tiue mainsiream scene.

Next Episode: 'The Decline of Doguatic Religions'.

JONES
Corran wWebstier has sent me some jokes, many thanks Corran.

. How does Dulinor change a light bulb?
A. He doesn'tl. ile wants to be the light bulb.

Yo How docs Margarct change a light bulb?

A. She declares Lie room a free-trade zone, sels up a favourauble tarrif system
for trade with the light socket, and wniis for free enterprise to solve Llic
proovlem...

. How uoes Lue Reul sirepuon chunge w light bulb?

A. iie doesn't nced to. The one which is Lroken isn't the real ligit bulbs tuc
real ligut Lulb is in tiis room hiere and it's worwing [ine...

e ilow does lue Shadow Superor chunge a ligut bulb?

As ue uoesn'l. ile doesn't wani unyiniang to change. If no ligit bulbs were pood

enough 10,000 years ego then Liey're good cnough now,

ve now does Archiluke vorris change a light bulb?
Ae ne weeps the ligat bulb safe and wails for the power Lo come biuck on.

Te 0w winy solowani does it waxe Lo change a light bulh?
Ao ' sOriyy do Liel badoluadion ans veen classiiied. Now i o0 vwoudun't wana

aCComPDanylig we Lo tae jocal sollec headgyuarters,.,

Je siow wany Corillon does it itnike Lo ciaunge a light Lulh?
. leyin , . . N
A. aboul I/36Lh. (See Carilion wWoriiing Doc)

e How does a I1.4G wewber change a light bulb?

A. wWaere were iiie original rules on light bulbs?...0 00 Chesoliiicy're ofiiciul?
seolooiiy can we work around tiem soimeliow?...Lliere's an old i"44: mocule here
waich gives diiferent rules...periips vwe sihould check wiovh pavid ahoui tie
role ligul balls pluy in Yilleizaunzh... '

v

-y s
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At everyone shoula be acare from ALl froceedings 1101 s unacrgoing severdl
changes and rcorganisations. This sinie of affairs is partly w result of {ae
luwpending 'Traveller The New Zra' rules revision and uic facl tiat pcople pLave
lives upart ivow HIWG. wiile iIIWG Ui is in turmoil over its futurc HIWG Australia
rewains stable and reasins loyal Lo Buperor rd the Last. “ds last instruclion
a5 head of uI /G was Lo appoint Geo Gelinas as his repivcencni. o HISG australin
now cheeriully awaits instructions {rom iis new Duperor,

Long live II4G.
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Yiklerzdanzh Subsectors J, K, M and N -
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—————— X-hoat and Freighter Routes (normally jump-4;Jump-3 in regions where TL precludes jump -4, such as Talpaku gace).
These routes also indicate jump-2 traffic when they happen to beonly 1 or 2 pe for some reason.

sesenemee - Major Jump-2 Routes ( routes well-travelled by vesscls capable of jump 2;includes | pc jumps where
prrofitable or asrographically necessary). Weekly service or better?

Minor Jump-2 Routes (routes travelled less frequently but still of note)
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Transport Routes in Yiklerzdanzh Sector (draft)

— X-boat and Freighter Routes (normally jump-4; Jump-3 in regions where TL precludes jump -4, such as Talpaku space).
These routes also indicate jump-1 or 2 traffic when they happen to be only 1 or 2 pc for ome reason.

s Major Jump-2 Routes{ routes well-travelled by vessels capable of jump-2;includes 1 pc jumps where profitable or
astrographically necessary). Weekly service or better?

s~ Minor Jump-2 Routes (routes travelled less frequently but still of note)
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