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In the Begining...
Welcome to the first Micro Delve! Zine - Zeroes, Not Yet
Heroes. This is a full Table Top Role Playing Game (TTRPG)
engine for zero level characters using a modified Swords and
Wizardry Rule set (h�ps://www.d20swsrd.com/).

Why zero level characters? In order to heighten the sense of
tension and dread in horror themed games, it can be an
intriguing prospect to have average humans thrust into
extraordinary circumstances. Or if you just can’t decide on a
character concept for your normal campaign, crea�ng
mul�ple neophyte adventurers and tes�ng their me�le can
be a good way to develop an affinity for the beginner. Death
or glory, it’s your story.

Character Creation
Generate the six stats (Strength, Dexterity, Cons�tu�on,
Intelligence, Wisdom, and Charisma) in order using 3d6 and
apply stat bonuses if applicable (see relevant sta�s�cs tables
on reverse side.

Delve! Zeroes, Not Yet Heroes is wri�en, drawn and
designed by Johnathan L Bingham, October 2020. You

can reach him at johnathan.bingham@gmail.com

Zeroes uses the the standard dice
conven�ons for old school gaming (4 sided

[d4], 6 sided [d6], 8 sided [d8], 10 sided
[d10], 12 sided [d12], and 20 [d20])

Characters start with no class and only 1d6 for hit points.
(see proto-classes below)

� Zero level characters start with nega�ve 200 xp.

� All saving throws start at 16

� Alignment starts at Neutral
the following weapon choices are available to the
neophyte adventurers:

� Club, Dagger, Dart, Sap, Sickle, Sling Stones (1d4
dmg)

� Pitchfork, Scythe, Spear, Staff (1d6 dmg)

Equipage
Zero level characters are not (yet) proficient with other
weapon types and thus gain no bonuses from stats
(Strength or Dexterity) unless otherwise noted. A -5 penalty
is applied to weapons not listed above (see protoclasses for
excep�ons).

Most characters can wear no armour as they are not
trained and proficient in its use. Wearing armour incurs a
penalty for most inexperienced characters. Treat simple
armour as 2 armour class values worse than normal but no
worse than 9[10] (No armour). Complex armour such as
chain and plate should be forbidden or incur a -4 penalty to
reflect their complexity and cumbersome nature.
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proto-classes
Therearefour“proto-classes”available
asop�onstothosethatqualify.While
nottrueclasses,theydefinegeneral
characterproclivi�es.Charactersthat
havenoscoreshigherthan13inany
stat,arenon-descriptcommoners.As
such,theyareaverageandhaveno
advantagesordrawbacksotherthan
theirgeneralsta�s�cs.However,thatis
nottosaythattheyaveragepersonhas

nohopeinanadventuringlife.Thosethatarenot
otherwiseblessedbyphysicaland/ormentalendowments
dohavetheluckofthegodsontheirside.Oncepergame
day,thecharactercanchoosetorerollonea�ackorsaving
throwandtakethemostadvantageousscore.Thisfeature
isnotavaiabletotheprotoclassesandislostwhenthe
characteracheivessufficientexperiencetoadopta
characterclass.thosethathaveoneormorestats13or
highercanchoosetoadopttheprotoclassthatalignswith
theirscoresasbelow:
Academic(13orhigherinIntelligenceorWisdom):
Personofastudiousbent(beitarcane,nature,
ecclesias�cal,etc.).Apply-1tohitpoints(hitpoint
minimumisneverlowerthan1)and33%chanceofread
magic

Athlete(15orhigherinStrengthorDexterity):Agility
andstrengtharenaturaltalentsthathavebeenhonedby
trainingandhavea+1tohitpoints.Canwieldoneofthe
followingweaponswithnopenalty:(Mace,WarHammer,
ShortorLongSword,ShortBow).Canapplystrengthand
dexteritybonusestoa�ackanddamagescores(if
applicable).

Ruffian(13orhigherinStrengthorCons�tu�on):A
streettuff,alout,orall-aroundbrawler.Hasnopenaltyfor
wearingpaddedorleatherarmour.Canwieldashort
sword,axe,ormacewithnopenalty.CanapplyStrength
bonustohitanddamagerolls.

Scoundrel(13orhigherin
DexterityorCharisma):Aglibtongued
charmerorfleetfootedrogue,the
scoundrelcanbecharmingand
disarming.Scoundrelscanuseshort
bowsandshortswordsandgain
a�ributebonusestotheira�ackrolls
withmissleweapons.Inaddi�on,the
canaddtheircharismabonus(ifany)
totheirreac�onmodifiers(see
Reac�onTable).Inaddi�on,
scoundrelscana�empttopickpockets,openlocks,hideor
movesilentlyona1in6chance.

combat
Opposingcombatantsmustdetermineini�a�vebeforethe
combatroundbegins.Eachsiderollsad6andthehigher
sidewins,thustakingthefirstturnincombat.Differing
typesofa�acksandac�onsoccuratdifferentintervalsof
thecombatround.Theorderofcombatisasfollows:

1.Gazeorbreatha�acks

2.Spells(Level1-2)

3.Meleeweapons

4.ReadScrolls
Damageanddeath
Whenacharacterormonstertakesahit,theamountof
damageissubtractedfromthehitpointtotal.Acharacter
dieswhenthetotalisreducedtozero.
Healing
Charactersrecover1hitpointper8hoursofrest.
Savingthrow
Aspellorotherperilmayrequireasavingthrow.
Charactersmustrolltheirtargetnumber(16)orhigheron
ad20tosucceedonasave.
Advancement
Charactersadvancetofirstlevelbya�aining200
experiencepoints(XP).

Adventuringandcombat
Whenanencounterisindicated,theorderofeventsisas
follows:
1.Determinesurprise(rollonsurprisetable)
2.DetermineMonsterreac�on
3.Determineini�a�ve
4.Combat(seeCombatOrder)
Surprise
Intheeventofanencounter,bothsidesrollforsurprise.If
onepartyissurprised,theystandmo�onlessforone
combatroundwhiletheothersideisfreetoact(double
move,move&a�ack,doublea�ack)
Fightorflight
Forzerolevelcharacters,itiso�enadvisablethatcombat
beavoidedwherepossible.Indeed,monstersmaynot
automa�callybehos�le.TheGameMastermayallowfor
charismascorestobeaddedtotherolltodetermine
monsterreac�ons(seereac�ontable).

Flightiso�enanadvisablecourseofac�onwhenmonsters
appeartobehos�leandoverwhelming.Ifcharactersspot
monstersat90feetorgreater,thentheyautoma�cally
succeedinevasioniftheydesire.Characterscana�emptto
fleemonstersencounteredfrom50-80feet.Ifthe
character’sbasemovementrate(seemovementratetable)
isbe�erthanthemonster’sbasemovementrate,thenthe
charactersescape.
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