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IN THE BEGINING...

Welcome to the first Micro Delve! Zine - Zeroes, Not Yet
Heroes. This is a full Table Top Role Playing Game (TTRPG)
engine for zero level characters using a modified Swords and
Wizardry Rule set (https://www.d20swsrd.com/).

Why zero level characters? In order to heighten the sense of
tension and dread in horror themed games, it can be an
intriguing prospect to have average humans thrust into
extraordinary circumstances. Or if you just can’t decide on a
character concept for your normal campaign, creating
multiple neophyte adventurers and testing their mettle can
be a good way to develop an affinity for the beginner. Death
or glory, it’s your story.

CHARACTER CREATION

Generate the six stats (Strength, Dexterity, Constitution,
Intelligence, Wisdom, and Charisma) in order using 3d6 and
apply stat bonuses if applicable (see relevant statistics tables
on reverse side.

Zeroes uses the the standard dice
conventions for old school gaming (4 sided

[d4], 6 sided [d6], 8 sided [d8], 10 sided
[d10], 12 sided [d12], and 20 [d20])

Delve! Zeroes, Not Yet Heroes is written, drawn and
designed by Johnathan L Bingham, October 2020. You
can reach him at johnathan.bingham@gmail.com
1
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Characters start with no class and only 1d6 for hit points.
(see proto-classes below)
® Zero level characters start with negative 200 xp.

® All saving throws start at 16

® Alignment starts at Neutral
the following weapon choices are available to the
neophyte adventurers:

® Club, Dagger, Dart, Sap, Sickle, Sling Stones (1d4
dmg)
® pPitchfork, Scythe, Spear, Staff (1d6 dmg)

EQUIPAGE

Zero level characters are not (yet) proficient with other
weapon types and thus gain no bonuses from stats
(Strength or Dexterity) unless otherwise noted. A -5 penalty
is applied to weapons not listed above (see protoclasses for
exceptions).

Most characters can wear no armour as they are not
trained and proficient in its use. Wearing armour incurs a
penalty for most inexperienced characters. Treat simple
armour as 2 armour class values worse than normal but no
worse than 9[10] (No armour). Complex armour such as
chain and plate should be forbidden or incur a -4 penalty to

reflect their complexity and cumbersome nature.
2
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