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Th e  voyage  h as  be e n long, and th e  cre w  is  fe e ling 
th e  w orst of it. Engine e r Sanm ai w as  place d in th e  
brig just last w e e k ; h is  fraye d ne rve s  are  no good 
in th e  cram pe d quarte rs  of th e  e ngine  room .

I h ave  h ope , h ow e ve r. Th e  island is  only a day 
aw ay, if th e  gods  ble s s  us  w ith  a good w ind. I can 
sm e ll th e  gold on th e  w ind.

-Log of Captain Am ik o Nori of th e  Se a Fox IV, 
Day 11 of Xath , Ye ar 9 9 8 of th e  Golde n R e ign 

Today, w e  h ave  s igh te d land. Eve n th ough  w e  are  
still som e  w ays  out, I can s e e  th e  lus h  tre e s  and 
sandy be ach e s  from  h e re . Th e  gods  h ave  inde e d 
favore d us . 

I plan to drop anch or once  w e  ge t ne ar a be ach , 
and s e t up cam p in th e  first cle aring. W e 'll ne e d to 
stock  up on supplie s , lik e  w ood and rations  - th e  
cre w  h as  not h ad good m e at for m ost of th is  voy-
age  - but th e re  is  ye t m ore  trave ling to do; a rive r 
w as  s igh te d today, along w ith  som e  sm ok e  in th e  
distance . I pray to th e  gods  th at th e  sm ok e  is  of civ-
ilize d origin and not just a w ildfire .

-Log of Captain Am ik o Nori of th e  Se a Fox IV, 
Day 12 of Xath , Ye ar 9 9 8 of th e  Golde n R e ign 

Th is  land is  not w h at I e nvis ione d it to be . 
I h ad be e n give n to th ink  of th is  land as  a vol-

cano-ridde n w aste land, not w orth  m y tim e . Ye t, 
now  th at I am  h e re , it s e e m s  to be  as  a paradis e . 

Th e  air is  cle ane r, th e  tre e s  are  talle r, and th e  
cre e k s  do not s e e p w ith  e fflue nt. I be lie ve  th at, 
w e re  th e  frigh tful m onste rs  of th e  Strait to be  de s -
troye d, Gh e lon w ould be  a fine  place  to s e ttle . 

-Log of Captain Am ik o Nori of th e  Se a Fox IV, 
Day 14 of Xath , Ye ar 9 9 8 of th e  Golde n R e ign 



Th e  pe ople  h e re  are  quite  diffe re nt th an I e xpe cte d. 
Th e y are  inde e d h um an, and not th e  nigh tm aris h  
e lve s  or brutis h  h alflings  our sch ool m e ntors  
w ould m e ntion as  inh abiting th e  far corne rs  of th e  
w orld. In fact, th e y s e e m  pos itive ly pe ace ful. I w as  
m e t by th e ir le ade r, and pe rsonally give n a w re ath  
of Ge m tre e  le ave s . But w h at intrigue s  m e  th e  m ost 
is  th at th e y spe ak  a s im ilar language  to us , w ith  
only a fe w  e xce ptions . 

Look out Kum a sugge ste d th at th e y once  w e re  of 
th e  Em pire s , but I am  not ye t convince d...th e y h ave  
none  of th e  discipline  and taste  a prope r Citize n 
s h ould h ave . I am  to dine  w ith  th e ir le ade r, th e  
Donoh unga Ias k apru, tom orrow  e ve ning. I e xpe ct 
to le arn m uch  m ore  th e n.

-Log of Captain Am ik o Nori of th e  Se a Fox IV, 
Day 22 of Xath , Ye ar 9 9 8 of th e  Golde n R e ign 

At th e  banque t, h oste d by th e  Donoh unga 
Ias k apru, w e  w e re  tre ate d to th e  vie w ing of a 
m atch  be tw e e n tw o m aste rs  of diffe re nt sch ools . 
One  w as  appare ntly quite  s k ille d w ith  fire  m agic - 
of th e  sort to im pre s s  e ve n th e  Array back  h om e . 
H e r lith e  body s e e m e d to glow  w ith  e ve ry acrobat-
ic m ane uve r; I still re m e m be r th e  scorch  m ark s  le ft 
w h e re ve r h e r fle s h  contacte d th e  ground. 

Oppos ite  th e  m aste r of fire  - s h e  is  th e  ch ie f 
m e ntor of th e  Slith e ring Fire  sch ool, Ias k apru m e n-
tione d - w as  a s h ort, bald m an, w h o s e e m e d to ra-
diate  calm . H is  s k in h ad, be fore  th e  battle  be gan, 
turne d a ch illing s h ade  re m inisce nt of ice ; inde e d, 



a laye r of ice  w as  starting to build on h is  e xpos e d 
s k in. Th is  m an w as  able  to w e ath e r all of h is  e n-
e m y's  attack s  w ith  th e  patie nce  rivale d only by th e  
te m ple  gole m s  of Kanm e i, back  in th e  Em pire s . 
Pre dictably, h is  e ne m y w ore  dow n; w h e n s h e  fi-
nally stoppe d attack ing, h e  ch ante d a fe w  w ords  of 
an ancie nt language , and slappe d th e  ground. In a 
m atte r of s e conds , e ve ryth ing ins ide  th e  battle  pit 
w as  cove re d in a laye r of ice , including h is  oppon-
e nt. H e  m ust h ave  be e n a patriarch  of th e  ‘Strong 
Glacie r’ sch ool th at th e  cre w  h ad talk e d about. 

It w as  a th rilling conclus ion to an e xce lle nt din-
ne r; during it, Ias k apru taugh t m e  m uch  about th e  
h istory of th e  island - too m uch  to fit in one  e ntry.

-Log of Captain Am ik o Nori of th e  Se a Fox IV, 
Day 23 of Xath , Ye ar 9 9 8 of th e  Golde n R e ign 
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I h ave  trave le d w ith  a sm all group of m y cre w  and 
a fe w  local guide s  to vis it th e  ruins  of a tow n 
calle d ‘Re k i’, w h ich  Ias k apru h as  told m e  h as  be e n 
e ntire ly abandone d afte r an attack  by w h at h e  
calls ‘snak e -de m ons’. 

I do not fe ar, for I h ave  be e n as sure d by th e  loc-
als th at th e  cre ature s  pre fe r to stay be yond th e  
m ountains , and rare ly pas s  south  of th e m  anym ore . 
I w ill soon be  surve ying th e  tow n, and h e lping th e  
locals to m ap th e  ruins; th e ir supe rstition h as  until 
re ce ntly pre ve nte d th e m  from  doing so th e m s e lve s . 

-Log of Captain Am ik o Nori of th e  Se a Fox IV, 
Day 13 of Yali, Ye ar 9 9 8 of th e  Golde n R e ign 

Dark ne s s , 
Dark vis ion, 
Displace m e nt, 
H aste , M ind Fog, 
Sh adow  Walk  
Burning H ands , 
Scorch ing Ray, 
Cat’s  Grace , 
Fire ball, Sh ie ld of 
Fire  
Be ar’s  Endurance , 
Sle e t Storm , Wall of 
Ice , Fre e zing 
Sph e re , Polar Ray 

Entangle , 
Sh ille lagh , 
Bark s k in, Softe n 
Earth /M ud, Tre e  
Sh ape , Spik e  
Grow th , Live oak , 
Ch ange staff 
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In th e  gloom  you can h e ar a faint ch atte r-
ing— probably a rat. Sudde nly a w ave  of odor rolls 
ove r th e  are a, ch ok ing you and s e nding bile  up 
your th roat. Th e  source  of th e  ste nch  be com e s  
cle ar in s e conds  as  out of th e  dark  craw ls a h orde  
of h uge  black  bugs , bloate d and ove rgrow n. Th e  
be e tle s  re fle ct w h at little  ligh t th e re  is  and scam pe r 
in a w ave  tow ard you, dragging th e ir fat bodie s  
ove r one  anoth e r. In s e conds  th e y are  on you, 
craw ling on you.
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