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View from the Command Deck

n the spirit of sharing, here is some news. | would like
to say a big hello and welcome to Ancible towers, to all
the new readers. Last issue we tripled our readership
so I'm guessing that we are doing something right
or did | offer to give away free money? Either
way, we are all very excited that we are getting

the numbers up.

A number of suggestions have come into the office

about the next issues and | am please to say that
this issue, Issue 8, has a theme. In case you missed

it, this one is all about small scale war gaming, but more
about that later. Why start with this one, you might ask? Well
we had to start somewhere and | decided that it was going to

be here.

The wargaming industry seems to be going through a bit
of a renascence. Every week we discover someone with a new idea

launching games, figures and scenery, as well as
some of the more established companies making
massive range refreshes or new launches. As a
result it gets increasingly more difficult to choose
what content to put in the magazine, new stuff or
some of the more established games. It is always
a tricky balance. We have also discovered the
hybrid board games/war games like Tanhauser
and Claustrophobia, which use miniatures and
boards. When we get a couple of moments free,
we shall of course bring you some information.
Not really surprising that when we have to let off
some steam in the office, there is nothing we like
better than to get out the Munchkin cards for a
bit of ritual humiliation. Come to think on it, it's
usually me who gets ganged up on.

The second thing | would like to share is that The
Ancible is going to be adding something new into
the mix. A sort of expansion, though more like
an enhancement. | can't say much more at the
moment, but it is very exciting and will probably be
happening in April. . .no not April 1. As the time
gets closer, there will be more info on the forum. (!
keep trying to get you guys to come join in, so this
is this issue’s attempt)

| offer up Issue 8 for you delectation and
consumption.

Our aim is to introduce YﬂU to the games you don't
yet know

Rewny B
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here | was sitting quietly, contemplating

my Eden figures, quietly wondering what
happened to large scale 28mm battles at my club,
when Kenny mentioned that he was picking up
a few armies, nothing new here | thought, he's
always managing to get his sweaty sausage like
fingers on new figures and rules.

It was his next announcement that grabbed my
attention. I'm going to dedicate an entire issue of
the Ancible to large scale games. Now | have to
admit that this caused my pulse to quicken. | had
visions of huge armies marching across green
flocked battlefields, ranks of archers raining death
and destruction on the enemy, or maybe whole
squadrons of armour charging into the teeth of the
opposition’s guns.

It was after he saw the faraway look in my eyes
that he dropped the other shoe. | am going to do
an issue on 6mm and 15mm games. At first | was
delighted, | still had a vision of armies marching
across the tabletop, you could still have squadrons
of armour zooming everywhere. | became lost in the
warm glow of excitement that had enveloped all of
us at the club.

Then it hit me, 6BMM figures, has anyone tried to paint
6MM figures lately. | am not saying that | am old,
and my eyes aren't what they were, but a few of the
cheekier members of our select group have asked
me what it was like at Mafeking, and did | really fly
against the Red Baron. That aside, | do find painting
6MM, and 15MM figures to be a bit of a challenge, |
do see lots of very pink faces and indistinct uniforms
in my future.

It was while | was travelling home after another
exciting evening rolling dice, enjoying classical
FM, and wondering if maybe that 3™ piece of cake
was maybe one piece to many, who was | kidding
of course it wasn't. It was during this journey that
| started to see the hand of my nemesis and old
enemy Old Father Time, that or Kenny has a very
strange sense of humour.

Normally Old Father Time will attack the gamer
directly, shopping trips with our partners, long car
journeys on hot summer days with bored children,
you know what | mean. In this case though, the scale
of figures will be smaller, but | know it will feel like
forever to paint them.

Or maybe he has allies in his war on the gamer;
maybe we are seeing a new and insidious theatre of
operations. Fellow gamers he is declaring war on the
older gamer, he has been attacking us unsuccessfully
for decades, and he now sees an opportunity to
finish us off. | know that my blood pressure will
increase when | try and make out features on those
tiny figures. | can see it now, legions of gamers will
be found hiding under painting tables, clutching
their smallest paint brush and muttering over and
over again “l used to be able to put faces on these”.

Others will be found sat naked in the middle of the
room, surrounded by their 28mm figures, muttering
under their breath “I'll never leave you again” while
gently rocking back and forth.

| am not sure what we can do about this fellow grey
gamers, | for one will be doing the only thing | can,
the only thing that any of us of a certain age can do.
Yes! We will have to start to use younger gamers;
we will have to start using, it pains me to say it, use
painting services. But don't think of this as selling
out, it is certainly not about being lazy. It's about
using our initiative, about using the opportunities
made available to us. We are going to have to let
somebody else do the painting for us. And why not!
We have worked hard all these years haven't we;
we've served our time behind the magnifying glass.
So don't feel guilty, stand proud, and shout to the
sky. You lose again Old Father Time, you lose again.

Feel free to disagree with me, as always you will be
wrong.

If you have any comments you would like to make or if you have a subject that
you feel Uncle Bomber should tackle then please send your emails to

unclebomber@the-ancible.com




Available Now

Hammer's Slammers: The Crucible

The definitive guide to wargaming the characters and
actions in David Drake’s Hammer’s Slammers books.
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A really, really sumptuous book. If you’re a
sci-fi treadhead, there’s lots and lots and lots of
wonderful stuff in here. Absolutely fantastic. “

Neil Shuck, The Meeples & Miniatures podcast.
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" The rules are simple in a good way. The painting
guide is excellent. This system deserves to have
a good following; it has the advantage of a fully
rounded universe with interesting concepts and
a pretty slick set of rules. They tick a lot of boxes
for me."

Pete Stedman, Wargames Recon

MMMURE Download sam
ple pages at
WARGAMES www.hammers-slammers.com

Start playing Hammer’s Slammers: The

Please send me a Hammer’s Slammers: The Crucible at £25.[ ]

Please send me a Hammer's Slammers Starter Pack at £49.[ | Crucible with the Hammers Slammers
Hammer’s Deal Starter PaCk
Please send me Hammer’s Slammers: The Crucible and a
Hammer's Slammers Starter Pack at £63 and save me £11.
Post & Packing Contents:

Hammer's Slammers:  Hammer Slammers Hammer's i veh icles and 48 f|g ures

The Crucible Starter Pack Deal .. . .

UK £4.45 £3.25 £7.50 1 Miniature Wargames magazine featuring
Europe £ e £ Hammer’s Slammers scenario
Outside Europe £8 £7 £15

Payment
By cheque payable to Pireme Publishing Ltd

By credit card

Start Date _ _/_ _ Expiry Date _ _/_ _

Issue No. (Switch users only) _ Security No. _ _ _
By telephone: 0115 837 9092

By PayPal

Please email me a PayPal invoice

Or order securely online: www.miniwargames.com

Post Code
Email/Tel No. (in case of query)....

Items in this box are all 15mm scale, supplied unpainted and some may require assembly.
If you are a Miniature Wargames subscriber, please tick here. |:| Some contents are small, may contain lead and are not suitable for children under 14.
Return to Pireme Publishing Ltd, 1 Carrara House, Cemetery Rd Figures shown are for illustrative purposes only; actual figures may vary.
Nottingham, NG9 8AP Vehicles by Old Crow; figures by Ground Zero Games.




The Future of

WARFARE

An Introduction to Future War Commander

[ Just thought | would write a quick note
about the Future war commander arti-
cle. The more observant amongst you
will notice that it isa is the same article
that appeared in issue 1 and notmally |
wouldn't include something that had been
published previously however in this case
| feel that it fits into the general theme
and helps to give a fuller picture of the
rulesets and options available to the small
scale wargamer.

Kenny

Future War Commander (FWC) is a fast-
paced tabletop wargame that provides rules
for fighting battles with an assortment of
different figure ranges. Not only does the
single rulebook cover dozens of different
armies of commercially available figures,
but it also includes rules for creating your
own units and putting points values to
them.

I'll look at the game mechanics first, and then
discuss what makes the game so much fun
to play.

The Game Mechanics

The whole game system is designed to
produce a fast play game style that isn't
going to get too bogged down in rules
qguestions and debates, excessive record
keeping or long and involved decisions.

Deployment

Often overlooked, deployment in any wargame is
very important. There are several options in FWC
for how to deploy forces. Static deployment is
the classic wargame approach, deploying forces
on opposite sides of the table. However there are
rules for mobile deployment, where forces enter
onto the table as an action. This has the advantage
that the troops involved cannot be attacked till they
have acted. There are also rules for deploying via
teleportation, tunnelling vehicles, dropships, etc.
Everything you would expect from a Sci-Fi wargame
in fact.

Fast-Play Tablete

by Alan Oliver

MMANDER

p Wargame Rules Fop Combined-A

rms Operations, The |

by Peter Andrew Jones

Turn Sequence

The game uses alternating player turns, with
the active player moving and attacking while the
defending player does little except wait for a target
of opportunity. If the active player moves units in
front of the enemy, they will get shot at. A kill is
unlikely, but due to the clever damage system it
may be possible to keep them out of action for the
current turn, disrupting the active player's plans.

Uture



Orders

In most wargames units will perform a set amount
of activity during a turn, typically moving a certain
distance and firing their weapons once. But FWC is
notliketheothers. Commandunits mustsuccessfully
iIssue orders to units to get them to do anything in
a turn. This can leave units sitting doing nothing
for a turn if the dice roll badly. However because a
successful command unit can keep issuing orders to
the troops under its command, you can get sudden
bursts of activity. A tank column might cross the
entire battlefield to threaten the enemy’s rear or a
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dug-in infantry company might blast away at the
oncoming alien horde and vaporise them all.

Under a single order most units can either move
their standard distance, or fire once. Deploying
troops from any kind of transport requires an order.
Stabilised units are particularly useful, as they
can fire and move under the same order. Artillery
spotters can call in barrages on enemy positions,
air controllers can call in airstrikes and troops that
can teleport can redeploy from one end of the
battlefield to the other. All assuming you make that
vital command roll.

Movement

Movement is simple. Each unit has a stat listing
how far it can move and what sort of movement itis.
Units can move in any direction and end up facing in
whatever direction they wish. The movement type
determines how the unit interacts with terrain.

It is the order system that makes movement
interesting, as you cannot predict how far the
enemy are going to move with any accuracy. It can
range from nothing to four or even six times their
movement stat, depending on how the dice roll.
The same is true of your own troops of course, as
you cannot rely on them getting to where you want
them to be when you need them there.
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Firing and Damage

Again this is done from a single stat, which
determines the range of the unit's weapon, and
how many attacks it brings to bear. The chance to
hit is based on the cover that the target is in. This
can be modified by some weapons and protective
systems, but for most situations it is very straight
forward. Damage inflicted from these attacks is
then saved by armour, determined by the stats of
the target unit. If the attack has done more damage
than the target has capacity to absorb, then the
unit is destroyed. Different units can take different
amounts of damage, determined on their stat lines
again.

If insufficient damage is done to kill the target, then
the attacker gets to try and suppress it instead.
Suppression is a major factor in the game, at least
against some armies. A suppressed unit can neither
move nor fire, and is vulnerable to further fire from
the enemy and assault.

One of the most significant points is that damage
doesn't carry over from one turn to the next. If a
target is not destroyed during this round’s firing,
it will be back to full strength next turn. This not
only removes record keeping almost completely,
but also creates interesting tactical choices. Do
you concentrate fire to kill a few units or spread fire
around to suppress many, knowing that the damage
done will disappear next turn.

Artillery and Air Support

Both of these are off-map assets that are called in by
specialist command units. Both work on an area of
effect, applying their attacks to all units within that
area. This fire zone is centred on the enemy unit
that they targeted, however in most situations there
Is a chance for the fire zone to scatter off target.
The greater the range between the command unit
and the target, and the lower the tech level of the
army, the further the fire zone is likely to scatter.

Artillery can either cover a large area with a small
amount of fire, or concentrate on a smaller area but
with more firepower. Air strikes either hit a small
area hard, or a single target very hard. Because of
the different types of attacks they are useful against
different targets.

Artillery is most effective against infantry caught in
the open. Aheavyartillery barrage againstacompany
of infantry caught moving across open ground could
easily kill them all. Artillery is less useful against
tanks of any sort or infantry who are inside buildings
or fortifications. Artillery is also difficult to stop,
although not impossible. Artillery units can counter-
battery fire against enemy artillery; although the
chances of actually destroying an artillery piece are



relatively low, it may suppress them for a turn. The
only other way to stop artillery is to kill the artillery
spotters that call it in.

Air strikes are as effective against infantry as
artillery, although they hit a smaller fire zone. They
will also have difficulty hitting infantry in buildings or
fortifications. They are much more effective against
armour than artillery, and a pin-point attack against
a tank can often destroy even an undamaged heavy
vehicle. However air strikes are easier to stop.
Firstly, you can kill the command unit that calls
them in, just like killing artillery spotters. Secondly,
air superiority can drive off or destroy the attacking
aircraft before they even get to the battlefield.
Thirdly, anti-aircraft units on the table itself get to
fire at aircraft performing an air strike anywhere
within their range. This will, if it hits, either destroy
the aircraft or weaken its attack.

Some aircraft can hang around on the battlefield,
either after performing an air strike or deployed
on the table from the start. Dropships can deploy
troops to any part of the battlefield, and then hang
around to provide cover, while gunships cruise above
the battlefield raining death on enemy units from
above. Most ground units don't have the weaponry
to target dropships and gunships, so these units
are difficult for the enemy to kill once they are in
play, it is only AA units and commanders who have
weapons capable of hitting them.

Then you have orbital bombardment. This cannot
be stopped at all, there is nothing that the enemy
can do about it other than hope the order roll fails.
However orbital bombardmentis expensive. Instead
of buying the supporting unit, you have to pay for
each individual shot when selecting your army. An
orbital barrage is cheaper than the artillery or aircraft
that could provide that many attacks, the difference
being that artillery will fire practically every turn, and
airstrikes will happen most turns, while the orbital
barrage is one shot.

THE ANGCIBLE ISSUE B Future War Commander
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Victory and Morale

Battles do not go on until there’s nothing left — most
of the time. Armies have a breaking point beyond
which they will no longer fight. For most this is
determined by the casualties taken. Once casualties
reach a certain level the morale of the army starts
to break. A good commander might hold the army
together for another turn or two, depending on their
command rolls, but the end is certainly near.

In a simple battle victory is based on breaking the
enemy formation while not being broken yourself.
However there are a number of scenarios in the
rules that set different victory conditions, and the
rules are flexible enough for you to create your own
scenarios and victory conditions easily.

Why Play Future War Commander?

Three main reasons come to mind. First, there is the
Fog of War element to the game, second is the fast
pace of play, and third, the game's flexibility.

As to how FWC has come about. Itis the third game
produced by Specialist Military Publishing, following
on from Blitzkrieg Commander that covered World
War ll, and Cold War Commander that covered from
then on to the present day. This effectively makes
FWC a third edition of the game, with plenty of
development and feedback from the players. The
rules have been polished till they shine.

Fog of War

This is mainly brought about by the orders system.
At first this may seem like the biggest drawback of
the game and a source of endless frustration. In
other wargames you can always rely on your units
to do what they are told, but in FWC there isn't that
certainty. And yes, it can be frustrating when the
dice are against you and half your forces sit and
do nothing while the enemy stomps all over you.
However this is a good thing, as it makes the nature
of the game less competitive and more narrative in
nature.

The game becomes less about winning and more
about the unfolding story of the battle itself. Why
have your crack troops spent half the battle hunkered
down in that building, what have they found in there
that is so interesting? Was it because you've failed
to successfully issue an order to them for three
turns, or have they found a hidden store of vital
military intelligence? Why have your artillery units
suffered from weapon misfires for the last couple
of turns? Was it because you've rolled command
blunders twice in a row, or was it because enemy
saboteurs have gotten to your ammo supplies?

Fog of War also takes the pressure off, and means
you can just relax and enjoy playing the game to see



what happens, rather than pushing so hard forvictory
that neither your opponent nor yourself gets any fun
out of it. Those players who are only interested in
winning may not take to the game. The unreliability
of their troops making it impossible for them to
achieve the success they crave. But they should still
give it a try. Some of the most competitive gamers
| know took to the game precisely because it wasn't
competitive and so they could take their hunger for
victory off the hook for once.

The order system can work the other way as well.
Sometimes the luck is with you and a formation will
race off across the map, blasting away at the enemy
as they go and completely turning the course of the
battle. This potential to do something impressive
Is inherent in every unit in the game, which means
that every unit remains important. Three stands of
infantry may not seem like much. But at the right
time and place, and with a good set of order rolls,
they can do far more than anyone would expect.

Fast Play

The game is quick to learn and quick to play. The
mechanics of the game are simple to grasp and use
and most of the units in the game are covered by a
single line of stats, sometimes with a few additional
notes. This makes it easier to keep in mind the
capabilities of troops which makes playing the game
easier.

The game requires virtually no record keeping, with
damage being marked on the table by dice, using
different coloured dice to indicate suppression. As
such there's no need for huge amounts of paperwork
cluttering the table, wasted hours spent leafing
through record sheets or anything of that nature.

Also because there is less pressure on the players
to win, due to the whole fog of war factor, players
will typically not spend ages over tactical decisions.
Instead there is generally more of a ‘get stuck in and
see what happens’ approach to playing the game.

Flexibility

For me personally this is the final nail in the coffin
for all other game systems. FWC not only covers
a large number of figure manufacturers in the rule
book, but with the unit generation system you can
stat up any forces of the appropriate scale and use
them against anything else. Most of us have old
epic armies sitting in the loft, and this is a chance
to dig them out and use them again, which is good
in its own right. But it doesn’t stop there. As now
you can put the Imperial guard against a force of
Battletech mechs, or have a duel of the ancients
between the Eldar and Kraytonian armies. Or how
about putting together a zombie horde and using
them against space marines, Battletech mechs,
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even Ogrethulhu. Everything is compatible, within
reason. Using Tbmm and 6mm scale armies against
each other could be done, but would look more than
a little odd. But who's to say that one army isn't a
race of giants?

Then you have the force construction rules. Each
unit has a points value, and while there are some
restrictions as to the number of certain units that
you can field, these limits are not generally that
intrusive. For example power marines, aka GW
Terminators, cost 240 points each, and the limit
IS @ maximum of four per thousand points. Not
going to be difficult keeping to that limit. The point
Is that you can build your battlegroup pretty much
however you want it. Either going for full strength
companies of infantry and squadrons of tanks, or a
more ragged and chaotic veteran force, with units
under strength and unusual assets attached.

And Finally

The last and possibly best thing about FWC is the
man who's brought it into being. Peter Andrew
Jones has not only produced an excellent series of
games, but he is also a nice guy. There is a forum
on the website www.futurewar-commander.com
where he regularly answers rules questions. Not
only that but there is other useful information on
the website including alternative army lists, rules
suggestions, tactical discussions and everything
else you would want to support a thriving wargame.
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Nothing is better for a reviewer then when someone
contacts you for a review. It's great as they are always
going to be full of information they want to share, and
sometimes they can be the best reviews.

| haven't dabbled with anything smaller than 20mm in
a log while. It takes me back to the days of playing
HOTT (Hordes of the Things), when | could read a rule
book in 5 minutes and probably paint the army in ten
considering my amazing skill. And when | knew we
were doing a small scale issue, | actually went and
dug them out to tee remember how small they are.

When Steve from Microworld games (http://www.
microworldgames.com/) contacted me about doing
a review | had a good look around the site to see
what | could be getting myself into. Sometimes I'm
not the best person for something as no wargamer
covers every genre or game style. What | saw greatly
impressed me. The 6mm range of both fantasy and
Sci-Fi that Steve produces is in one word amazing.

So after a few chats with Steve we decided that the
Fantasy range would be a good place to start, and then
when the Sci-Fi Range was slightly expanded we could
take a look at them. | waited for the Postman to make
the delivery, and to be honest considering I've had
issues with the postal service, it didn't take long to get
here, and the price that Steve charges his customers
is great ($4 anywhere in the world.) At that price
it's easy to see why anyone would purchase them.
Seeing miniatures on a website does not convey the
full feeling you get when they are in your grubby mitts.

Steve was very kind and pretty much sent me
everything from the range so | could get a good grasp
of everything; and it's all very well done. The fact that
people can sculpt at such small scale and get a great
level of detail is a real testament to how talented these
people are.

Let's look at each range and | can froth about the bits
| like.

Beastmen

Back in the day when | was a serious player of a very
popular 26mm Fantasy scale battle game (you know
the one), | use to have a Beastmen army. The look of
fur sometimes struggled to be found at 25/28mm, so
doing it at 6mm and having it look good is great. The
detail on things like the Giantaur faces is astounding,

and a good painter is going to make those bestial
mouths really look the part. The standard troops also
have great detail and the only thing anyone could ask
for is maybe some variance, but that's being purely
picky on my part.

Orcs

You can't beat Orcs for having some great additions to
their armies in any
game. They always

have something
a little extra to
them. It's not just

a great horde; 'it's
a green horde with
character. Stevehas
captured this idea
with things like the
Lesser/Armoured
Behemoths
oo mypH ‘e -t
with fighting
compartments and
Orcs with spears. Even the line troops have a great
feral feel to them.



http://www.microworldgames.com/
http://www.microworldgames.com/
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Undead Woodland Realm

Simply amazing is the fine detail on the Bone Dragon, Normally most games will sub divide these people
and Skeletal Mamoth is fantastic with hardly any flash into different
at all, which showed a good QA system is in place and armies, but Steve
that care was taken. hasn't. Not that
| can imagine sat you couldn't do
paintingahugehorde that yourself,
of these up to take depending on the
over the battlefield rules set you are
without any worry using. Woodland
at all. Additions like Realm  doesn’t
just cover Elves,
but includes
Gnolls, Centaurs and Werewolves to name just a
few. All are looked after and
attention to detail is great.
Even the Tiny Pixies have great

the Wight's add
real flare and
character to the

army. detail to them, and I'd love to
see them painted up in all their
glory. In fact, a careful removal
Vikings of the base and some strong

Come on who can resist an army of Berserk Huscals? Wire could make them appear

Beyond the normal troops and Berserkers Steve has t0 be flying with ease.

also expanded the army to include Frost and Hill So any bad points to the
giants, something often mentioned in Irish tales and armies...no not really. At the
old Nordic. It adds a nice little flair to the force. Plus 6mm scale to get something to
there are mounted Valkyries... you have to be dead look how you want it to be, is a

feat in itself. The models
are well sculpted, with
plenty of detail to make
them look good instead
of like blobs of metal.
Like any gamer, I'd love
to see more options for
the troops so they don't
all look the same, but
not to want them at your side when your charging an that's being purely picky. With the cost of shipping,
Undead Horde. if | was looking for a 6mm army I'd certainly consider
Microgames as a very viable option. With new things
being added like the Woodland Realms Hawk Riders
it's not a static range it's an expanding one.

I'm now looking forward to the point where Steve is
happy with the Sci-Fi range so | can get my hands on
them. From what’'s on the site to date, | don’ think
they will disappoint at all.
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THE EVOLUTION OF

THIZ GAME.

“Gruntz is a dedicated 15mm fast play wargame designed
for skirmish level play with between 10 to 40 figures per side

using combined arms.

The system is designed to be quick to learn with limited
reference to tables and most tabletop play is based on the
use of simple profile cards for all units, Vehicle, Artillery,
Mecha and Specialist unit rules. You are able to play mixed
armour and Gruntz squad units or a dedicated armour

game for players that enjoy some metal on the table.

The rules and statistics in Gruntz cover modern and
futuristic technology, allowing for low tech and high tech
mixed battles. Statistics are provided for alien technology
and weird war style creatures like World War Il zombies
and Werewolves. You can use technology from various
era’s, so hi-tech can meet low tech on Earth based or in

Alien fields of battle.”

Lastyear| started to noticeanew gamedemoappearing
at the shows that used what seems like a miss match
of different models. | have to admit that | thought it
was just someone playing a participation game with
the miniatures they had laying about. It seemed asbit
like the days, when as a child, before you knew about
rules and complete miniature ranges, you just: played
the game with whatever you had in the toy'box./| was
intrigued, but as you do when you are at the shows,
therg'is so. much to do and see, and the fact that the
table was always busy, it'was something on the list for
later. This was my first impression of Gruntz:

The“thing was that this demo game just kept. on
turning'up. There was a web site and video reports of
the battles fought at the shows and the guy behind
the game, Robin Fitton, was quite open about using
other people’s miniatures, ‘and everyone seemed to
be happy about it. A very refreshing approach from all
concerned and my interest was piqued.

Next thing | did was to go and join the GruntzsYahoo
group. | did a bit of lurking and tried and get a handle
on what this was all about.

CRITICAL MAss Games
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So what is the concept behind Gruntz? Robin has
created a 15mm (though toske honest it wouldwork in
any scale) setof rules that allow you to create your own
force based on the models you'like. You are not tied to
any one manufacturer. or even one faction. True pick
and mix, and yes | really do meang that:"Further more,
you can create the stats for ‘any model by following
thesSimple unit construction included inthe rules.

KHURASAN 6z

@

Since we are talking about the rules, let's dig a bit
deeper into those and takea look at how itall ' works.
The rules havedbeen developed through a Yahoo group
and from what | can gather a lot of the feedback from
the members has been incorporated into the rules.
These aresthen sent out forplay testing and the cycle
starts again. If you want to take part, simply join the
Gruntz Yahoo group (more details at the end of the
article).
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LAt (jﬁ Squad Leader

é} Grunt

Commander
Specialests

Grunts Squads

Mecha Walkers

Ground Support Vehicles | d|g reSS, baCk tO

e : review. | have been

— - holding off doing
-l :

this review until the
Gruntz rules were in
a finished state, and
were reviewable.
This is down to the
fact that it's not fair
reviewing..a work in
progress where you
may find fault™with
something that was
fixed the night before
and you don't have
the fixed copy in front of you. So when a suitable
version arrived in my Drop-box the other day, thén |
got cracking.

Artllary

Air Support Vehicles |

As rule sets go, they are just a shade over.60 pages
with about/35 of themybeing the coresrules; 10 /pages
of guides ifor getting your units into the game and
thedremainder being what we would refer to as fluff
or background. The layout is neat and effective with
everything in a logical order for learningfand playing
the 'game. There are very clear and concise pictures
and diagrams throughout the rules that are used to
illustrate particular examples. The nice thing about
having the rules in this orderis that you get into playing
the game quickly without having tofread through pages
and pages of background. It's just my view, but | will
only read the background if "engage with the game.
Life is too short to be reading about anotherpost
apocalyptic near utopian society that has been ravaged
by power struggles between rival factions only to be
united when it is discovered that we are not alone in

the universe and the aliens want our resources. (You
get what | am talking about) | am hoping that Robin
and the team, have plans to expand the background
Into more of a story. Fhere is information about the
setting and context of the game but it lacks the
personal stories of bravery and heroism that some of
the other games have, though in saying this, these are
the first cut of the core rules and I'm sure that there is
a lot more to come. You see, | have fallen into the very
trap | was trying to avoid.

Moving on, Gruntz is traditional in the fact that it uses
D6 mechanics to decide the outcomes and it uses a
points system to decide the size of the action. There
are few terms you need to be aware of before we get
going. Perkz — are special abilities that Gruntz Units
can use; Modz — ditto but for vehicles. These are not
particularly revolutionary but the naming of them fits
in with the Gruntz overall branding.

Before we go any further, | need to bring something
to your attention. When you read the rules and the
introduction you may, like me, do a bit of a double
take... yes the rules are actually saying that you have

1=
B - 15, fan

¥ =

Weapon
Range and
Weapon
Diarmhige

a single 15mm figure on a base and it acts as partof a
unit of 6. So | am playing.skirmishiwith 15mm figures. ..
mmmim not so sure about that. However, that is just
oné of theoptiens. You can also only use vehicles and
not use infantry at all. This.gives flexibility and it adds
to the overall sense of scale of the battlefield.

Ok, back to concentrating onsthe rules, you see how
easily | get distracted. The rules go on to explain
about Force setup, Squad coherency and all the other
good things that we all know and love. Like a lot of
the games coming out today, in order to get around
having to remember all the stats, Gruntz uses profile
cards for every squad/vehicle and that makes it easy
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Base Cost 16 Points

ey

when trying to figure
out what the statistics
are. The rules. salSo
tell you how to create
your own units, and
there are blank cards
available for download
from the Gruntz Yahoo

o

-

o
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..":-..:-:'-""- Mﬁif—_h ,,--’.
i L 3 e

Tank Size group. What | have
i Do also noticed is .that as
other people include
the various models

into their games, they
share the stat cards
so It saves you having
to go through the
creation process. This
Is community working
at its best!

Mobility

Grav 3 Points

Weapons Systems

Anti Inf 1 1 Point

The shooting resolution
mechanic is simple
In as much as you
calculate and (use?)
modifiers for moving
measure the range to
get a further modifier,
roll 2D6 and add that to
the “shoot” value of the
unit. If you have rolled
higher than the targets
"guard” value you have
scored a hit.

Main 1 1 Point

Weapons Selection

Light

Projectile 0 Points

Medium

_ Projectile 2 Foints

Modz
Selection

Meutonic

Damping 3 Points

Once you have hit, you
need to do damage
and that again is; fairly
simple to do. Look at
the Weapons Damage
and add this; to 2d6
and if you score higher
than the targets “soak”
value then you score
1 damage point. If this is a vehicle you are attacking
then every point over thesseak value of the vehicle
does 1 extra point of damage. As you can see from
the Vehicle stat card you needito‘do a lot of damage
to bring down the vehicle.

Crew Skill

Expert (6) 8 Points

Total 38 Paoints

| could go through the rest of the rules like a good
reviewer and tell you all about assaulting vehicles and
buildings, but | don't think | am going to. | really'want
you all to get on the web and get hold of the rule set

and try them for yourselves. | will however, take a
couple more seconds to mention my two top favourite
things aboutsthe rules. Ramming...you can ram your
vehicle into others, andwou have the ability to destroy
buildings. Never mind all this hard cover nonsense, in
real war if there are troops hiding in.a building, then
the building gets levelled. | like this rule!

At a first pass, the rules may seem light and | think
that Robin has tried to make them as such in order
to let players get on with the job in hand...playing
the game. Throughout the rules there are little design
notes which have been added to give extra information
and suggestions. Like any rule set they will not be for
everyone, but you won't know till you have tried.

You have been through the rules and picked your force,
added in your favourite models, given then PerkZ and
Modz and are ready t take on all comers. You have
read the core rules (in about 10 minutes) and then you
come to the section about optional rules. These have
been added in as an extra just so you can try something
a bit different. Though like the suggestion says, they
are probably better played once you are familiar with
the game.

So in summary, should you go out there and get a
copy of Gruntz? Duh! Yes! Even though these rules
are the first release, I'suspect having talked to Robin,
that there 1s"a lot more to come. The rule set is one
of those rare gems that as well as being a work of
passion, has been well thought out, well laid out and
IS flexible enough to allow you to use the models you
already'have. You have a wide choice in what force you
play, and providing that you stick to the unit building
formula, thefyou will not create something that is t0o
powerful versus point's value. | think the_thing.that
makes the game reallyginteresting is the fact that you
can use any model.and create scenarios in any genre
from modern to repelling the alien invaders.

| am really excited about the futuresofiGruntz, as | can
see a, point where these rules become something
more than just 15mm and with one 6 man squad and a
few vehicles, it is not beyond the imagination to have
28mm, 54mm, WWII or even ancients...though they
might need a bit more wark as you don't often see a
Celt carrying a chain gun.

If you are interested in getting hold of a copy of Gruntz,
then a trialeversion is available for download from the
Gruntz Yahoo group. ant—You can find the link to it,
together with more details on the http://www.gruntz.
biz web site.
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COBRIDGE OLD CONTEMPTIBLES PRESENT

STOKE
CHALLENGE

SUNDAY 10TH JULY 2011
10AM TO 4PM
COBRIDGE TA CENTRE
STOKE-ON-TRENT

Stoke Challenge wargames show

Is now in its 4th Year and hosts
competitions for Wings of War, DBMM,
Armati, Flames of War, \Warmachine,
Wargods and Warhammer 40K.

There is plenty of free parking at the TA
Centre, Bar & Food, Bring & Buy and a
show raffle with prizes kindly donated
by traders and sponsors.

Entry to the show is just £1 per person
which includes entry to the Stoke
Challenge Raffle with all proceeds
donated to The Army Benevolent Fund.

Traders include Lesley’s Bits Box,
Ironclad Miniatures, Dreamholme
Scenics, Black Pyramid Gaming,
Products For Wargamers, Stafford
Games Figures in Comfort,
Dreamholme Scenics Dave Lanchester
Books and Crusader Publishing.

A Detachment 202 Field Hospital (V)
Territorial Army Centre

Waterloo Road, Cobridge,

Stoke on Trent, ST6 3HJ

For further information on the events check out the web site at
www.stoke-challenge.co.uk or contact Jonathan Murphy.
Email: jfmy1962@yahoo.co.uk Phone 01782 783976

CRUSADER ~ STAFFORD &

BLACK PYRAMID £AMING
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KR: How loeng have you been wargammg.and how d|d you
get mtroduced'l » i Th

‘Craig: | was first mtroduped to Wargamlng “around
18 years ago through Ga—mes Workshops Space

Crusade which my late grandfather bought me as a_ Critical Mass? N .

Cl&nstmas present. 1 had VIVId memories for setting all”
the miniatures up in the spare room in his house and
“battling with the across,.room r-egardless of the rules. .

Dale. /suppase it was Aitfix plastic-soldiers on the //V/ng room
floor as a kid; in my teens it was'D & D with friends and then
came Warhammer,- | think it was second edition, the boxed-
verS/on with z‘hree sof[-backfbooks and the Magn/a‘/cenr
Seven scenano From there on it /usz‘ mushroomed and 7 h.ave
been /n the hobby 30 years . :

KR' What was the flrst game you ever bought7

Craig: *lhe first game | bought for mys-elf wirs Eplc
Space Marine a game | loved to pLay and had massrye
armles for . .

L

Da/e Béaro’ game - 7[9//sman or ,Oossnb/y B/ooo’bow/ first .

e -ed/I/on W/z/c/aeve.r Was ‘earliest. Computer game AmoAZTae/«

. KR f you had to choose one fhlng from yo.u:wargammg

48/< Specz‘rUm BPG D&D Red box,* Wacgame l/l/arharﬂ'mer.

.
"l‘i

collection to keep then.what would |t be? -

Crarg That's a difficult'so i will eheat a Irttle aﬂd say a
‘carry case with the painted figyres | have~rece|ved aS
- gifts. *As people who know me W||l telf you™l am, VEry

We agk (raiq Gardy and Dale Hur(t of (ritical Mag( gawe(
fowte probing quetion (or not af the afe may be)

Scenic beses /'n_res/'n. So /suggésteo a few drinks at the pab
and pftched the /'o’ea and that's how it happened with two
,oeop/e W/'th the skill ane. o’n've to make it happen. " .

KR: What vl'lere you domg before you started creatmg

Craig:- Before Critical Mass Games ‘well there is
I ‘have worked, as sa' freelance mihiature

so’ much,:
painter in the ‘mid .nineties, moved around several
"dull agministrative jobs after,that and flnally ended’
up working in: the, secu‘rlty |ndustry as a engineer
firstly_bdilding. and then |nstal||ng CCTV and. securlty
systems, though my education was IT based. .

Dale: ['was deslgn/ng bU//d/ngs for K“err and K/ng

KR: Where d|d the'ldea for t'he game. come'from7

. Lhe: game was |n|t|ally a d20- home "grovv.n system
written by me ten:years lO years ago after |, started
~ collecting“sandom 15 .mm *sci-fi miniatures,- W was

.+ clunky and: crud&.’ The Crltrcal Mass rules system has
* evolvdd out of that'initial |dea e

‘KRl ‘What does Cr|t|cal Mass have that other games

; sysﬁamsdon.thave? ; 1' g P e 30

' .
..'-..a L]

t'vvlll not beapparent in your fll’S‘ a-me $

r-ltlcal ‘Mass does have alot ot"ln
that pedple will. flnd co-mmon,place fer,example the-,
garrle utlhses altetnative actro—ns 'whlch npeans player

i

pal e'lement,s :

.‘L

-

‘_ de Iol say L depth of playahlllty an.d srtua‘tlonaﬁ‘ control .

L]

-

: mercenary when it Cor’hes to Chopplng and c*han'gl.n'g,

.+ -my'miniatures collectlon but | have always keep every. *

- miniatureq have recerveo‘as a'gift, included in the case

is a @hit of 15mm Sherman: 76's I’ received for my 30th

bthhday and a 40K-Ork big. mech painted-by Dale |n a
talents exchange We did som-e time. ago :

p ST ¥ has been - commonly observed that new, players‘ X TN
.- Dae The 4 Go/den.Demon Tro,oh/eslwon /n th late 803 oL often get slﬂckered' into dancrng to the oth'er E"ayérs."" _

. tune as they -Will try. and: play the 'game as.a.'micro ° .
|go-ugo’ system over reactlng o an attack when thelr _
current action when they would actually benefit more

|nvolvement is.always highin a game ro,und evgh when ; :

. itis notyour" turn tq activate g unit, Ma‘stery qQf this is
What kéeps* brlnglng' people back as theylgam® hew '..
best "to manlpulate srtuatlons usmg the rules 1o thelr i
full poten’ual RS 2 gtk Y e

| * KR: What made you create Qntlcai Mass7
Cralg Critical*Mass * Garmies was= boriy out «of loll-e

", conversation: and,around .6 months’planning." Date,
by* actlvatlng' Units else,where and playl‘ng there ‘'own

and | had Just played a 15mm sci- fi game using sorme &
Lo s around 10, years using some randam game. In. some’ways |'t IS I|ke ¢hess with more armOUr- =
. and gL,lnsI Wi

“figures k had. In. -my collection and decided we could: Al o A A N A AR SR
et .do-the whole thing a lot_better, art,lcularly in'terms Aunlqueelement ofthe game are the Communlcatlons
5O ml'nlatures aslyvhat 'we had WER Iooklng decrdedly ~ rules which give players the ability to call |ntacthal an

. .. dated. orbltal strikes- dunng thesgame, through a fluctuatln'g

Da/e'The idea to.set up a new COm,oany was m/"ne /though‘ra "Commun'ca-tfons pool.” The poél:is mcr‘easﬁd eaCh

LA Con‘/pany level 75mm SCi+fi game was a Yoad idea, espeC/aily i furh through:comms vehicles and objectives:on the

“h. | ifWe offeredthe com,OJere ,Oackage rules, figures,, veh/c/es battlefleld whilst it is decreaseql calling, by calling in-.-
bU//d/ngs terrain, ‘background, etc: /kneW Craig had,oroduced ‘the SUpngt Counter COmmunloatlons can be L‘SGd g
severai sets of'ru/es includifg some 15mm Scj-fi.ones and . by your opponent to- nullify this. Managing -thes-e

i had o’eS/gned and produced severa/ sets ofbw/dmgs vand reeource_s‘”-g-ht m_a ggMme, cag ma_-k_e 9 b_lg dlfferenc?_'to ekl

- vl .

e L i, :
nE plon '_""-.__ i - L | = . 1 o b

19,
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your fdrtunes part|cularly as only certa|n un|ts can call
in and.prowde resources in game. .- .

. KR: Whenever you are not worklng on Crltlcal Mass what
else do you get up tag: - %=

Cralg "Outside of Cr|t|cal l\/lass ...... Well that's not
m.uchthese days, design meetings, £asting, packing,
painting, photography rales writing web srte updates,
time Just d|sappears these days .

1 do to get to the gym 3 t|mes a Weel< having heen on
a-personal mission ta Ibose- we|ght over the last few,
ye@rs, | am 6 and half stqne lightér than |.was. *Other
than that.l keep Friday evéning frge as | run Wigan
‘wargames club that | setup in 2003. ,

Dale: OccaS/ana//y s/ee,o but mosf/y e awake runn/ng z‘h/ngs
over i my mind.

KR Where and when would people be able to get a demo'?

- We try.to have a part|C|pat|on game of Critical ‘Mass
at every show.we attendsin the UK, so if w_e-are there

“just drop by+and wee will run you throught game. Failing

that g:et in touch-with me | will be happy loruna game
for you at \Nrgan Wargames club i J’

KR What woqld you sa.y were the key $k|IIs to creatmg a’

, hew. gam'e7 " . - .

Cralg

.y gameg de3|gner is ,simply to_.listen to play testers

L

Throwmg rules down iS*easy; - b.ut co rehendlng

“thete impagt; acrdss the ruléstis oftep-di ficult-as" you:

become so-close to-them. You: will under&tand how
your want them-to work but how a rule is vvrltten may.:
“not.be comprehended:that way. or |ndeed play outhow
you had planned inyour. ‘mind. SRR L

'. Da-/e /mag/naz‘/on self be//ef genera/ maz‘hs any sk/// that ; '

a//o'Ws you to make somez‘h/ng ha,o,oen /.nsz‘eao’ of haV//ag z‘o
* pay a third party is mva/uab/e Se/f cr/z‘/C/sm and sheer b/oody
mmd'eo’ness a/so have avaluable part z‘o ,o/ay

KR* When ypu declde to brmg a new model jnto the game
~how do you go.about domg it?’ ¥ _' ”

“How do you mal<e sure that the new mo'l':lels fitin- and

n aFenttoo powerful? el

Play testmg Is"the S|mple answer, t'he rules fo'r a unit

. . are written.and pointed and then played overand over, .

#on

; tweaked dnd played overuntil it is nght SRR

- KR: How do you see the ¢ QMe evolving?

.Critical l\/lass W|Il evolve as a game ! with more rules :
" being added, in f,r new arm|es and scenanos-to drive .

players rnterest in battling. with there miniatures. We
have lots of |deas being bapndigd about all the time.,

vt You! recently started producmg scenery whose idea.’

was that7

Producmg. scenery was *in 'the plan from the very

begln'nmg We WI|| produce a set of burldlngs for eachr :

]
e
f &

-~ ever bought7

i th|nJ< one of the most’ |mportant skrlls for a- KR: What.was the 'aSt book VQ”'"ead7 47 T

Crltlcal Mass Intermew

‘main faction in the game. The ARC fleet already have ‘
_an extensive, selectlom of bulldlngs and this year will
¥ seerthe: release of building sets,for the Kaamados

Dominion and the Protolene Khanates. Prewews of

" both sets can be foupd on.the Crltlcal l\/lass Ga@s

130) 1310 AT e LA "

(G What is the most: expenSwe wargammg |tem you have

Cra|g So far for: Critical - l\/lass Games, the cast|ng
equ|pment for 'mysélf personally it would have to be

*'my Iwata revolution airbrush, | am a big fan of airbrush :

painting,’| Just W|sh | had.more t|me to use it.

: " Dale: My Cr/z‘/ca/ Mass army; e\/eryone th/nks we getours for
e -free buz‘Ihey are the most ex,oenS/ve f/gures I've e\/er owhed.

KR: Do you have any models on ,your,desk at work7

Craig: Only models that are going to be packed for
orders unfortunately \Y\Y desl<top momtonsadn‘fe&nt :
matter being.festooned with-Squamata along the- top

‘that Dale painted as test'colour schemes

Dale: Besides the hora’e of modelling 'pFO/eCZ‘S / have +
“on the go [‘have a lot of large scale figures' and busts
of which thg: 7/‘6”’ He//boy m-ode/ Is my. faVOUF/té /t's a ;

beasz‘/ : e

o *
v,

Cra : The, complete Hammer $lamrr.1ers voLume 1 by .
Dawd Drake | have been a Iate comer fo, thls sen.es

Da/e Boneshaker by, Cher/e Priest, currem:/y read/ng 'Lel//az‘han
#Stoit Wesz‘eff/e/d /l//ech by B, 4 Larson‘!nd e l/l/mz‘e’/c /</ng
.Bemard Comwe// F N Y e If .y ;

.“ ] L
q,. .'h..."-

KR What s your favor|te |‘h0V|e of.all tlme"‘ r* Ty ._-' T

_“Craid: There are |ots of f|lms T enJOy But E)gcalrbur :
-always Temajns one of my fav,,orltes ' PSP T

Da/e Wow, z‘ou'gh one /"l/vam‘ro say e/z‘ﬁer Casab/anca Or
The Maltesé Falcon; but the filmi'I'vé seen most must' e my

favour/z‘e rtghz‘7 /n.yvh/ch case it’s hano’s o’dwn Jason and, the ’
'Aranauz‘s saw- it\as a little boy oné aven/ng-on TV with® my

mother, then z;a/vvays scemed to be aired on Chrisgras eve.

ahd it became abitofa tradition faor me ana’ my father te. vwhich: .
It z‘ogez‘her anaa still do every Chr/stmas eve W/rhouf fa// .

KR Do you have a gammg room at heme7

Cra|g No but l do. have-a Wargames club flve m|nutes_

fro-mmydoor SRR _.' ; S e e
: Da/e Afra/d noz‘ Wou/d be nice z‘hough o e
.r L] - e - 4 i
._I -2 ’ . i .
1 ; ]
- L] -} -
e ; ) 5 *
- & 4 - J.‘ . ’ L] N
* . : S
. 1" 2

. |
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Firestorm Games

WARHAMMER WARNANDMER { ’Elt‘rlt WA RCHing

43020, Thar Cemtiia Fimg v o

Need a wargaming [B5 ) == Need a reliable
Venue? : ' online store?

We have : A i | 1r Check us out online
- Capacity for up to 80 — e for up to 15% off RRP

people on your favourite

oA _ wargames with free
40 6'x4" gaming A~ o worldwide shipping
tables (with scenery) on orders over £30!

Refreshments L .
available on site y r Visit us at ;

“¥ - Firestorm Games
B Trade Street
Penarth Road
. ! Cardiff
Fresparking # (% CF10 50T

Full catering available

Excellent public | 3 Call the Store on :
transport links el 029 2022 7117

(only 5 mins walk from | ssfBEl e
Central station) - f Or order aonline at
. wiww. firestonmgames. co.uk
Free tournament

E.up port

A ’ Sy jm‘

¥ ACTI¢N HERE M T

Tune in bo Inch-ngh Spg—F

-

Come out from behind the sofa and enjoy
a new range of 28mm miniatures from
Crooked Dice Game Design Studio.

Choose crime fighters Tweedy Mattison, May
Killan and streetwise Daisy Taylor or populate
your moonbase with some retro Astronauts.
And for the more fearless are Robo-Rodents,
Scary Statues and some Alien Minions.

And coming soon is 7TV - skirmish rules that
bring cult tv action to the table-top - with more
miniatures to support the game - so stay tuned!

Plus mention this Ad and get a free bag of bases!
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EXODUS WARS

BY JEZ FAIRCLOUGH

We last looked at some of the Exodus Lr T 7T+ 7 add’s to the charm. Now people could
war's miniatures way back in Issue 2 and | use these for traitor or rebel forces but I'd
since then the range has continued to k ' : I love to use them as an elite hunter/Killer

expand. - = = = = =« Unit. They just have the right look about

This time around they sent us them.

a couple of the new releases
and it was nice to see them in
the flesh rather than just have
a look at them online. The
range is designed for 6mm
combat or as lan put it back
in his review 1/300" scale.

The models themselves
are great well detailed at all
levels be it armour plating
on hatches. So you're
getting a great model at
the end of the day and I'd
say they are a little better
overall than some other
Bmm companies |'ve seen
to date.

The Guild Electra Hvy Tank
Is an awesome looking
beast with plenty of
options beyond the fact
that its twice the size of
the Edenite Tanks. It has
an imposing large barrelled
weapon that's looks like it'll
make a mockery of anything
you're lucky enough to
hit (Pray for good dice I'd
say.) Nice little drop holes
to add the extra elements
into make it pretty simple
to build.

The new Edenite Tanks come
in 3 versions, the Reaper, the
Reaver and the Revenant.
Like many companies the
main hull structure of these
3 tanks is the same showing
the common bond between
there manufacture. It's not
a new idea and it's been
done many times before by
other companies but it does
allow a range to expand on a
standard structure. For me
that's a very sensible idea

as it makes it cost effective
for a company to give its
consumers a varied choice.
What's different in each

| like what
Steel
Crown
are doing
with their
range.
The
individual
Infantry is very nice and the vehicles look great as
well. They've even added some Valkyrie transports
for the Khazari which look great with twin rotor style
either side of the main body.

case is the weapons mounting, the Reaper | love two
huge rotary cannons on its turret pretty much tell you
that this is designed for clearing away those pesky
infantry units that like to get in a tanks way. Though

with the sort of weapons it mounts it's not going To be honest it's a certain can't wait to see what they
to be for long. The Revenant is a standard looking bring out next. If you're looking for some solid 6mm

given range you'd do
yourself no harm by
looking these guys
up.

for hitting heavily
armoured vehicles
or other tanks. The
whole fact that the
guns poke out of a
stylised skull only




“Prosperity Through War”
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Chaosgenems

are you after excellence?

YES/NO @ AT-43
do you want free shipping? 0 Confrontation
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@ Kings of War

a loyalty discount maybe? ) el
YES/NO Zenit Miniatures

-

Brutal

expert advice?
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Steam Logic

outstanding service?
YES/NO @ Incursion
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ATOHIWAMPEOARD

By Pat Ohta

| wanted to make a generic and modular swamp board The Board
that could be used for more than one game system. ks bl iBe a¥xa. rads uprof two 234

This board will be a great setting for games like
Warmachine, Malifaux, and various pulp games. sheets of expanded polystyrene., The bo?rd
will be comprised of land forms and a low tide

This tutorial will not be giving you precise swamp. Place the two sheets side by side. Start
measurements. Instead it will provide you with the by drawing out where the land forms will be. If
general knOW|edge of how to make a board like this you want your board to be modu|ar’ make a tem-
one. This will allow you to make a board of whatever plate so the pieces line up correctly.

size best suits your game.

* Supplies Needed:
* Sharp Hobby Knife
* Hobby Saw

* Wire Cutters

* Various Gauge Wire
* Hot Glue

* Wood Glue

* Foam Board

* Popsicle Sticks

* Aves Apoxie Sculpt
e Sand Paper

* Polyester Batting
e Sand
e C(Clear Casting Resin

* Woodland Scenics Scenic Cement, Foliage
Clusters, Dead Foliage and Fine Turf

e Skull crafts Vegetation and Leaf Scatter

e Scenic Express Dark Adirondack Blend and
Dead Fall Debris

* Rocks and Branches




3. Bevel the edges of the board.
miniatures can stand on the edges and not fall

over.

4. Sand down the edges to remove any rough

spots.

6. Fill any gaps

in the “board
with Woodland
Scenics Foam
Putty. The putty
goes on as a
paste and dries
hard. If your
boards don't
line up properly
you can use the
putty to build up

5. Glue the land forms to the board.

WOODLAND SCENICS

Sublerrain

UGHTWEIGHT LAYOUT 5Y STEM

the edges. Apply
the putty to the
seam between
the land form
and the board.

Make sure

7. Sand down the foam putty when it is dry.

8. Make little islands to go into the middle of the
swamp. Cut these out of foam, sand down the

THE ANCIBLE ISSUE 8 Bavou swamp Board
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edges and glue them down.

Making the Trees

1. Start by making the armature. Use different gauge
wires. For my trees, | mixed .030” and .062" gauge
Cut 15-20 pieces of wire, each 20" long.

wires.

Bundle these wires together.

2. Start by making the trunk of the tree. Wrap 2-3 piec-




es of wire arouno
Keep
wrapping until your

the bundle.

trunk is 5" long.

. Next,
first branch.
this

wrapping

make your

by grouping
3-4 wires togeth-
er.  lake one of
the wires and start
arouna

Dag

the bundle. Continue this process
and make your branches. Snip off
any excess wire.

4. Continue working up the tree,
making your branches as you go.
Add more wire if you need to.

5. When you are done, shape your tree by bending

the trunk and the branches.

6. Next, bulk out

the tree by adding Aves Apoxie

Sculpt. Apoxie Sculpt is a fantastic 2 part modeling
compound. Mix equal parts A&B and apply it to the

armature.

7. Keep your fingers wet to
prevent the putty from stick-
ing to them. Work the put-
ty into the wire. Make the
base of the tree thick and
apply less putty to the top of

THE ANCIBLE ISSUE 8 Bavou swamp Boal"d

the tree and the
branches.

. Use a sculpting

tool to add de-
tail. Be sure to
make the sur-
face of the tree
lumpy and un-
even.

. Add texture to

the trunk, by
pressing a ny-
lon wash cloth

against the wet putty. Make sure the wash cloth is
wet to prevent it from sticking to the putty.

10.Set the trees aside to dry.
11.Figure out the placement of the trees on your board.
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Cluster them together or spread them out. Keep 2. Line the sides of the foam board by gluing thin

game playability in mind. wooden strips along the edge.

12.0nce you have decided where the trees will go, 3. Add posts to the dock. Cut 1 2" posts out of
make a hole in the board for each tree and place bass wood or balsa wood. Glue these to the
the trees in them. Use more Apoxie Sculpt to bulk sides of the dock. \Weather the edges of the post

out the bottom of each tree and to contour them to
fit the ground.

by scraping a sharp hobby knife against them.

4. Add planks to the dock. Cut popsicle sticks 2"
long. Use a hobby saw to scribe wood lines into
the sticks. Glue the sticks to the foam board.

The Docks

1. Figure out where you want your docks to be. Cut
out an approximately sized piece of foam board.
Make sure your docks are at least 2" wide to ac-

commodate miniature bases.
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5. To add more interest to your docks, vary the 3. Now cover the entire board with sand. Start by
lengths and widths of each stick. painting wood glue over the entire board. While
= Elie e dooks o e e the glue is still wet, apply the sand. When the

lue is dry, dump off the excess sand.
Rocks and Fallen Trees 3

1. Go to the park and look for small branches and o .
rocks to add to your board. Clean up the branch- Pamtmg and FIOCkmg the Board
es and glue these to the board. 1. Prime the board black. When dry, start painting
the board in a dark brown tone and dry brush up
to a lighter brown. Paint the trees, rocks, docks
and fallen logs too.

2. | like to add these items to the shoreline section
of the board.

2. At this time, paint any additional elements you
added to the board. For my board, | added croc-
odiles and a turtle.

3. Apply a coat of wood glue to the land sections
of the board. While the glue is still wet, sprinkle
Woodland Scenics Fine Turf all over the surface.
Glue small
bushes of
Woodland
S{CIEAn IS
Dead Foli-
age and
Foliage
Clusters
along the
coast line.
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Bayou Swamp Board

4. Add little plants by gluing down Skullcrafts Veg- Woodland Scenic Cement. This
etation to the board. item is similar to a watered down

PVA glue.

Co
i u

Finishing the Trees

1. Glue small tufts of Woodland Scenics Foliage
Clusters to the branches of the trees.

2 AR

S

2. Glue Spanish Moss to the branches of the trees.
To make the Spanish Moss, first start by cutting
small 3" sections of polyester batting. You can
find polyester batting at sewing stores.

B sse n. d
and Dead
Fall  De-
bris to the
board.

6.5 e a |
all of the
flocking
M Setee=- 3. Tease the batting so the material is not so clus-
rial to the tered together.

board by

spraying
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Bayou Swamp Board

4. Paint wood glue onto the batting and stretch it
out.

5. Set it aside to dry. 3. Add Woodland Scenics Fine Turf and Skullcrafts
6. When dry paint it a grey green. Leaf Scatter to your resin.
The Swamp

1. Make a dam and seal off anywhere the resin will
be able to leak out. To make the damn cut long
strips of plastic and glue them to the side of the

board. Apply mold release to the plastic.

2. Make the swamp by using any clear casting res-
in. Follow your directions carefully and be sure
to do this in a well ventilated area.
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4. Mix this in well. It will become suspended in the
resin and look cool.

Additional Tip

1. Instead of having your trees fixed to the board,
you can make them removable. To do this use
PVC pipe fittings. Cut a small 34" piece of pipe
and glue it to the bottom of each tree. Glue the
appropriate sized pipe fitting into the board.

Bayou Swamp Board

. Add variety and better playability by making
bridges. Make the bridges the same wall as the
dock.

Following these simple steps will allow you to make
any swamp or body of water for your gaming boards.
Have fun!
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nfinity Miniatures

by
Jez
Fairclough

January New releases

(

Hassassin Muyib
Rifle & DEP

Hassassin Muyib
Rifle + Light GL

POIORRD REF: FROSRA-08TE

Hassassin Muyibs
Rifla + Light G4, Rifle & DEP
Heqgilam

Haqggislamite players can now create more complete and varied Muyib Fireteams, with these
new weapon options. The Light Grenade Launcher can provide a rain of death over the enemy,
but also a smoke curtain to cover the advance of allied troops. On the other side, the D.E.P is
the last goodbye kiss to the adversary. The Muyibs are the jack-of-all-trades of the Hassassin
sect, tough and versatile troops that can be employed in different aggressive combat roles. Do
you fancy to blow away some enemies? Now its your turn with the Muyibs.

Teutonic Hnights o
Lpfive

PanDceania

It's said that the Teutonic Knights are characterized by an unshakeable faith and outrageous war-
like fervor, and also they are the most fanatical of troops in combat. This Teuton Knight armed

with the fast Spitfire will not stop to shoot to the enemy untilreach the close combat. Now all
PanOceanian players can greet their adversaries in the Teuton style, with a high caliber close-up

burst!
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Sophotects

{ombi Rifle, O-Chorgas
ALEPH

The Special Action Service, better known as the Prowl-
ers, is a sort of improved commando unit, with com-
petences and specific skills, created with the sole
purpose of making early contact with the enemy and
causing the most possible damage. And there is no
weapon like the Spitfire to cause damage in short and
medium range. Don't get wrong by the quiet stance

of this Nomads troop, he is capable to break up the
advance of any enemy force!

IHCADOARS B FRO6XE-0LB0

Yaogat Strike Infantry
Multh Srdpeer Rifle
Combined Army

New release! The Sophotects are the techni-
cal support and immediate reaction medical
operatives of the ALEPH's little army. They are
equipped with an expensive Mother-Forge, a
highly sophisticated device that allows them to
program military and medical nanotechnology.
This figure is essential to any ALEPH player, not
only to recover troops and equipment, but too
by its sexy modelling!

WO OORS B FROBER-08T

Prowlers
Momads

Spitfire

The Yaogat Strike Infantry is the Morat hunter-killer
unit. They are specialized in hunting down enemy hid-
den sharpshooters, and their best anti-sniping opera-
tor is the Yaogat Sniper. Combining his Multispectral
Visor L2 and the range of his sniper rifle, this Morat
Medium Infantry trooper can detect and eliminate
any camouflaged unit. The Yaogat Sniper can not only
form part of a Yaogat Fireteam, but can also dominate
the battlefield from the rearguard.




A game review by lan Cook

Reviewing Beta rules is always difficult and | can see
why Kenny doesn't like doing it. You are never sure
whether you are reviewing the right version of the
rules and how far behind the latest version you are.
Has the mechanic changed? Who knows apart from
the games designer?

Let me say up front that this review is of the latest
supplied rules from Critical Mass Games and we at
the Ancible did check with them before we did the
review to make sure that the rules were in a stable
enough state to give a reasonable view of the current
game that is demoed by Critical Mass at the shows.

| will however review the rues and associated files

as they have been sent to us though | do realise that
at some point they will be amalgamated into a single
volume, possibly.

Rather impressively we received 4 PDF files which
consisted of the core rules, Critical Mass Mission
Pack, the arc fleet battle force and the Kaamados
Legion.

The Core Rules

“Critical Mass is a company level 15mm Sci-Fi
Miniatures Game designed to be played on a table
top battlefield using Critical Mass Miniatures.
Armies are selected from a list

where by every troop type in

_ . the game has been
N allocated a
. B points value.
». A small
game of
1000 can be
played on a
4ft x 4ft
Lo table in
around

1 hour. When
playing larger
battles you
should add

approximately half an hour’s play time for each
additional 500-1000 points and increase the
battlefield size to 6ft x 4ft or bigger.”

Moving onto the actual rule book its self. As these
rules are technically still in beta the guys at Critical
Mass have not spent much time looking at the
layout so there is not much to say on that front. |
look forward to seeing the finished article with all
the graphics and funky things they are going to add
in. The good news is that there are some diagrams
explaining some of the more contentious issue that
we gamers like to discuss in the heat of tabletop
battles. Need | say line of sight and cover bonuses to
name but a couple

Game Mechanics

Critical Mass used the D6 system for working out the
outcomes of the various actions. This involves using
a 6 sides dice. Occasionally the rules require the use
of a D3 but in this case roll the D6 and allocate the
numbers as follows 1&2 = 1, 3&4 = 2 and 5&6 = 3.
Some instances in the game may require you to re-
roll dice. The second result always takes precedence
regardless of the result. All distances are measured
in inches and you are allowed to pre measure from
nearest point to nearest point on the base of the
model. Different model types have recommended
base sizes and to the experienced 15mm gamer
these should not be surprising.

Each unit in your army has an activation token which
sits in the activation pool. This will become clearer
later in the review.

Each unit in the game has a set of stats which are
split into 2 sections. The first section deals with
the unit and it's abilities and the second with the
weapon(s) the unit has.

Type - The type indicates what the base is
recognised as in the game, it also indicates the

standard move for the base.

Ranged Defence (RDef) - The ranged defence value
represents how well trained and

armoured a base is against ranged attacks. This is
the value an attacker needs to roll on a

single D6 in order for a ranged attack to succeed
against this troop type. Note battlefield

conditions may affect this value.

37
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Close Combat Defence (CDef) - The close combat The Game Round
defence value represents how well trained and
armoured a base is against close combat attacks.
This is the value an attacker needs to roll on a single
D6 in order for a close combat attack to succeed
against this troop type. Initiative: This happens at the start of each round
and the winner of the initiative roll decides which
unit gets activated first. This could be you opponents
unit.

Each battle is fought over a number of rounds usually
defined by the scenario that you are playing. Each
round is split into 3 main phases

Assault (A) - The Assault values represent how well
trained and equipped a base is in close combat.
The first number shown is how many dice this base
rolls when attacking while the second numberisits  Activation: Now that the first active unit has been
damage value against walkers, vehicles and VTOL's.  chosen then that unit does it's movement firing and
combat and the activation moves to the other player
who can choose which unit to activate. This goes
back and forward between players until all units
have been activated. Critical Mass uses activation
tokens to indicate which units have been activated.
This stops any confusion. If at any time the active
player has less activation tokens than their opponent

Morale Level (ML) - The morale level indicates how
well troops will fight and respond to the rigours of
combat around them and how well they will work as
a team; whether it is through devotion, training or
sheer stupidity. The morale level of troops can greatly
affect how long they will remain in the battle.

Armour - Armour is only used by walkers and then they can refuse to activate a unit. This is only
vehicles and represents how well protected they possible if the payer has less activation token left in
are from the various weapons used against them. their pool.

Armour is split into three separate values; the first
represents the combat armour on the front and side,
the second represents the rear armour and the third
represents the top armour of the vehicle.

Game round end: All activation tokens are removed
and the next round begins back at the initiative stage.

, , o i ¥ Action Sequence (this is what happens
Special - This area will note any special abilities when you activate)
that your troops posses. This could be powerful

technology or abilities inherent to a particular race. There are 8 number of possible actions that you can

do. When you activate a unit then you must declare
what you intend to do as the unit you are attacking
may be able to do some sort of out of turn action (re-
action). The sorts

of actions include
rally, repair, advance,
engage, redeploy,
hunker down, dig

in and Open
fire. There
are some
others
around

Weapon - Name of the weapon.

Range (RNG) - The weapon's maximum
distance at which it can attack.

Attack Dice (AD) - Represents the firepower a
base can put out against an enemy. This value
is typically 1 for basic infantry types but can
increase for bases with support weapons.

The value shows how many D6 dice are
rolled when attacking with this base.

Damage (DAM) - The damage value
indicates the weapon'’s ability to
damage a walker or vehicle. A
weapon with a damage value

of "-", means the weapon is
unable to damage walkers and
vehicles, whilst a numeric value
of “0” or higher means it can. o

Special - This area will note
any special abilities that
relate to a weapon.
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transporting and dropping troops though | suspect
that you will eventually get to them once you are
more familiar with the game.

| mentioned out of turn actions. The easiest example
of these are over watch. The unit you have put into
over watch as part of their activation is watching fro
enemy units and when the enemy unit activates and
performs certain actions then the unit in over watch
will get to perform a ranged attack out of turn.

Movement

Each unit type has movement stats and these are
detailed in a table. Any modifiers for roads and
difficult terrain are detailed in the table. There are
extra tests for difficult and hazardous terrain as you
would expect and there is a whole section in the
rules on this subject.

Ranged Combat

Ranged combat and line of sight in any game are
always the things that cause lots of problems and
any games designer that ignores the detail in the
section does so at their own peril of 1000 question
on the forum. | suspect that due to-the detail in this
section that the guys have spent many a happy hour
debating the finer points before even getting onto
the actual ranged combat bit.

You must declare which unit or units you are firing
at and with what weapons. There are the usual
modifiers and then you simply have to beat the units
ranged defence value with what you roll plus or
minus modifiers.

There is an opportunity to save against the hits and if
you fail, you die. Nice and simple.

Close Combat

If you manage to get in nice and close then you may
want to charge the enemy. This is where things get a
little different as there is a new twist added into the
mix. If the defender declares over watch then there
is the possibility that they will get to react before
receiving the charge. This potentially could reduce
the number of models charging in. There is a section
that explains exactly what this means but it adds the
extra danger to charging in that | don't think other
games have and it is probably closer to what would
actually happen on the battlefield. The close combat
continues not just for one round of gory bludgeoning
but until one unit is defeated or they disengage.

The rest of the close combat system is | would say
the most complicated thing about the Critical Mass
game as the guys have tried to think of everything
that might happen. Receiving fire, attack, counter
attack, disengage, moral checks. It all gets quite
interesting. Luckily there are some good examples in

the rule book and once you have played it a couple of
time then it all become quite clear.

Moral

Having just come from the close combat section
you can imagine that moral is an important aspect
of keeping your troops fighting and when they have
a particularly bad encounter then this can affect
the whole of your army. Things that you really want
to avoid if you can is the route test which can see
vehicles destroyed and infantry running away so
making sure that you keep units in command and
coherency is very important.

It is inevitable that you will have to perform pinning
tests and moral tests as the enemy will be firing

at you and you will be taking casualties, these are
the normal work of a commander though keeping a
close eye on overall force strength should be your
secondary focus (do | need to tell you what your
primary focus should be?)

Game Round End

| know we have covered a lot and we have only got to
the end of the first round, only 7 more to go. At this
point we do some admin. Lets check some moral,
check to see if the victory conditions for the scenario
have been met, remove activation counters, play any
reserve units, assemble out activation counters for
the next round and gain communication dice (if the
scenario dictates that we do)

Lets fight some more!

Critical Mass Mission Pack

The mission pack is as you would expect a document
that explains how the missions work and the various
special rules and victory conditions. The mission
pack gives you some ideas as to-how to create your
own mission though | have to say that experienced
wargamers would have

no problem in taking
other missions from -— :
other games — "
systems and 3 M o
coming up with . s )
the necessary - -~ '
narrative to use them in
Critical Mass.

However there are 4
scenarios as examples
included for those out
there who are perhaps
new. t the gaming world
and have little or
no experience
of creating

39
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missions. | have played a couple of the scenarios
and they seem to work well when learning the game.

| have found in the past that the creation of this
sort of section in any rule set usually means that
the company have plans or would like to have plans
to run tournaments as these tend to be when the
official scenarios come into play.

The ARCFleetBattle Forceand Kaamados
Legion

These documents give you everything you require to
know about the statistics, point’s costs and abilities
of these two forces. These are particularly goo when
getting into the game. If | have one suggestion that
would be to make this a bit more graphic as looking
at it now it takes a couple of reads to understand
how it all works.

Miniature Range

Critical Mass games have decided to produce a
range of miniatures to go with the rule set and these
are proving quite popular not just for the Critical
Mass rules. I'm sure | saw them mentioned in
another rules set that Kenny was reviewing. A large

a— W Sy *'—' A |
- S L @ e |

R

number of the vehicles and buildings are cast in resin
with metal parts and | suspect that this is done to,

in no small part to Dale Hurst who I'm sure a lot of
you will know as the designer of buildings for another
well known purveyor of fine resin bases and buildings
(K&K).

Looking at the larger vehicles the quality is as you
would expect from someone with the background in
resin casting. They all fit together well though | have
to say the walkers that | put together required about
4 hands to get them just right. I'm sure there is a
technigue to putting them together and making them
look like they are walking rather than my attempt.
They just look a bit unsteady on their feet. But let us
just be clear. That is down to me and not a design
fault. The tanks go together well with lots of surface
detail. All the vehicles come with multiple options for
weapons and | guess that rather than just pick the
one | think look good it might be an idea to look at

PRSC1- Protolene Khanate Scouts Command

the stats and see which ones are best and what they
were designed to take on.

If you look at the overall look and feel of each of the
forces then, in my opinion, the Kaamados are the
most character full and they defiantly have a lupine
feel to the designs. As | write this there the guys

at Critical Mass have sent us in a box of new stuff

AFLR6- Arc Fleet Recon w/grenade launchers

which | will get one of the other chaps to have a look
at though in saying that | have just had a quick look

and some of the 1bmm figures look like some of the
most detailed | have seen from Critical Mass to date.

Scenery Range

Critical Mass currently has one range of buildings
for the Arc fleet and there are a number of utility
buildings, ore processing and communications
buildings which can be used in the game. As you
would expect the buildings are crisp and clean and
some of them come with removable roofs and the
largest of the buildings is made up of a number of
pieces that can be put together as a single building
with multiple floors or you could use them as two
buildings. Dale assures us that there are more
buildings on the way for the other races and it will be
Interesting to see how these look.

Conclusion

| have played this game quite a few times and | have
to say that | like it. Ok if | am honest | acquired all
Kenny's miniatures when he was not looking and
have been secretly playing at home. Craig and Dale
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have taken the time to develop the game and get the
mechanics right before taking the step of saying that
the rules are final. | think that we all know that rules
are never final and that v2.0 will fix all the problems in
V1.0 while creating a few to fix in V3.

The game plays quickly and is easy to pick up though
if you simply played the game as.a meat grinder
every time it would very quickly get down to figuring
out what units were best for that. Every time | have
played it has been a specific scenario that required

a bit of thought while still allowing for carnage and |
think that as long as the scenarios develop the game
will have longevity.

On the miniature and scenery front | think the guys
have done a fantastic job. There are a number of
companies out there that have been around for a
long time and are well established with the 15mm
gamers and for them to come along and, in a
reasonably short time, be a recognised company

Is an amazing feat in it's self. The quality of the
products speak for themselves and | havn't found a
bad one yet, or should | say that Kenny hasn't found a
bad one yet and | am off to see what new stuff came
into the office and see if any of it will end up in my
figure case.

Having just seen one of Kenny's reviews in this issue
| also have to take my hat off to Craig and Dale on
the work that they have done with Robin Fitton in
including the Critical Mass miniature range into the
Gruntz rules. This is what gaming should be about,
co-operation.

So bottom line should you get out there and play
Critical Mass. The simple answer is yes. If 15mm
big battles is your thing then this is the game for
you. | for one'am looking forward to Salute and will
be at the front of the queue for the Critical Mass
participation game. Hopefully | will see some of you
there

e =R ) U = I S L




A GRUNTZ BATTLE R

37 RO3IN AND OSCAR FITTON

A skirmish level simple engagement between a Kra'Vak
and Arc trooper force. This is a combined arms mix
of equipment providing an introduction to the basic
play in the Gruntz game. Total game time was around
70minutes, although it took us a total of two hours
due to setup time and the need to write down every
action after it occurred for this battle report.

The game was played with my 11 year old son Oscar
who had an uncanny intuition when it came to using
the heavy armour of the Kra'Vak to his advantage. He
also clearly had dice rolling devils on his side!

The names we used for the Commanders were made
up for fun and are not specific character models. It just
feels more appealing to us to name them, especially
if they meet on the battlefield again and will need to
know who they are hurling insults at.

When a Gruntz model is waxed it is about to die. On
the units next activation the model will be removed
from play when the squad is activated, however certain
conditions can help the waxed model including medics

Arc Force Gruntz
squad with Medic

support

Kra'Vak Beach
Deployment

=PORT

which have a chance to remove the waxed condition
counter (the skulls in the battlereport photos) before
the squad is activated. Medics are specialists, acting
on their own activation which enables them to dash to
help a waxed gruntz squad model before it dies.

SCENARIOHIPLANETFALL

A first contact mission for the Kra'Vak force in the
system of Beta Hyrdri on the planet New Goliath. The
Arc troopers alerted by the sea based landing of a
Kra'Vak expeditionary force in a systems vehicle class
drop ship are called to the outskirts of a coastal refinery
to defend against the incoming Kra'Vak forces.

Commander Joran Lopek is on mission to offer a clear
defense but also to judge the strength of Kra'Vak
technology and to rapidly withdraw to minimize
casualties if the engagement turns against him.

The Kra'Vak commander Koloth is instructed to clear
the beach head and hold the position, enabling the
logistics supply to get a foot hold on the beach.

Main Arc Force
deployment
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OSCAR'S KRA'VAK FORCES
Miniatures by Ground Zero Games (GZG.com)

Kravak Strike Skimmer - Piloted by Fel Garn
Kravak Heavy Grav Tank

N

Kravak Powered Armour Squad (6 Gruntz, 2 with Micro Missile shoulder mount pods).

Spider Droids (3 with Shields and Laser weapons). Very accurate and hard to initially penetrate the armour.
Kravak Gruntz Squad : Consisting of 5 Guntz and a Squad Leader

Commander Lopek

RO3IN'S ARC TROOPER FORCES

Miniatures by Critical Mass Games (Criticalmassgames.com)

Gruntz Squad A: consisting of 5 Gruntz and a Squad Leader (All Statistics the same).
Gruntz Squad B: consisting of 5 Gruntz and a Squad Leader (All Statistics the same).
ARC Medium Grav APC
ARC Medium Grav Tank

’I'A e — -
. -._. | v"
ARC Light Scout Mecha o ™™ fa_ " % _,.
A i » 3 » ,.
- d -'\ .l

Walker v TR iy
ARC Light Missile Mecha a:‘\ e ' - @ n .
Walker .

Commander Koloth

Medic Specialist Unit
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TERRAIN SET UP

The terrain boards were setup with a basic coastal
layout and a few areas of terrain and buildings to
provide cover. For this game report we used a small

90x60cm modular terrain layout. The Arc troop forces
were mo

TURN 1 - INITIATIVE.

This game we played the | go, You go basic activation.
In Gruntz the activation sequence can be varied
with the advanced playing card or alternating squad
activation. When | play my son Oscar | normally stick
to | go, You go activation because the game moves
more quickly and has been easier for him to learn the
basics of movement and damage resolution.

Rather than take turns to deploy units we simply pre-
placed the Arc troopers in defensive positions with
the Kra'Vak landing in the beach area.

| rolled my 2D6 initiative roll and scored 6, Oscar also
rolled 6 + his Kra'Vak commander skill of 5 but | had
1 extra point of Commander skill, so | my total of the
roll of 6 + a Commander skill of 6 gave me the first
activation.

TURN 1 - ARC FORCE

Unit Actions (order of unit activation selected by player)

1: The Scout Mecha Walker

Makes a double flank speed move of 12 inches along
the coast, aiming to bring some initial firepower to the
flank of the landing Kra'Vak forces.

2: Missile Mecha Walker

Moves 6 inches and fires missile pods on the Kra'Vak
powered amrour. The attack missies and the missiles
deviate totally off-target.

3: Arc Grav Tank

Moves 4 inches and fires rail gun at long range at the
Kra'Vak strike skimmer and misses.

4: Commander Lopek
Move 4 inches, staying in cover.

5: Grav APC with 1 Gruntz squad carried

Moves 12 inches past buildings, taking care not to
engage the troops.

6: Gruntz Squad A on roof top
Fire at long range at Kra'Vak squad but fail to hit.

i
Turn 1: Arc
Force

Arc Force tentative
push forward to engage |
Kra'Vak




Turn 1: Arc
Force

ald

TURN 1T - KRA'VAK

Unit Actions (order of unit activation selected by player)

1: Spider Droids

Move 7 inches and fire on Arc Gruntz squad A on roof
top. Two manage to hitand do enough damage to \Wax
2 Gruntz. The Arc troop unit is now also in suppressed
condition. When they next activate they will only get
one action rather than 2 and will also lose two Gruntz

| Combined missile and

| Gauss incoming on
Kra'Vak. Missile fire is
deviating and creating
holes in the sand dunes ||
with missed shoot rolls.

unless a medic can reach them before they activate.

2: Kra'Vak Strike Skimmer

Moves 6 inches and fires missile pods on the Kra'Vak
powered amrour. The attack missies and the missiles
deviate totally off-target.

3: Arc Grav Tank

Pilot Fel Garn takes the high speed Kra'Vak skimmer
along the coast and makes a
pop up attack over the cliff.
A hit with missile fire against
the Arc light walker causes
considerable damage and it
has two critical system box's
filled on the damage grid. A
critical systems check is made

Oscar moving the well
shielded Spider Droids
to take a snipe at the
rooftop Arc Troopers.

by the Arc mecha walker,
both Armour and Tek pass OK
but it sustains engine critical

damage. On the its next
activation the mecha walker
will no longer be able to make
a double flank move due to
the engine failure.

The Kra'Vak Strike Skimmer
. is fast and light, not able to
take much damage but the
' combined rail gun and missile
pods make it ideal for rapid
deep strikes.
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4: Powered Armour 5: Kra’'Vak Gruntz

The mighty Kra'Vak in powered armour move 4 inches Double move 8 inches to cover behind a small building
and fire on the already damaged scout walker which is in the dunes.

totaled by the two powered armour shoulder mounted

missile pods. 6: Commander Koloth

At this point the Arc player realises that early Double move into cover with Gruntz squad.
commitment of the scout walker was probably not a

good move, especially when the Kra'Vak were rolling 7: Grav Tank

high.

Moves 8inches and fires on Gruntz squad but misses.

TURN 2 - ARC FORCEE 4: Grav Tank
Fires on Kra'Vak tank. A hit but a very low damage

1: Missle Mecha Walker roll results in only 3 damage through the soak of the

Fires missile on spider droid and destroys one droid Kra'Vak heavy armour.

with more than 4 damage through the soak and shield. 5: Commander Lopek

2: Medic Double moves to get closer to the battle.

Moves up to roof top and heals 1 Grunt. 6: Grav APC

3: Gruntz Squad on rooftop Double moves to support the Arc squad on the roof
top.

Concentrate fire on one single Spider droid, overloading
the shield and doing 3 damage. The spider droid is
now down to one damage block but could choose
to re-energise its shield next turn if it takes no other
action.
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Medic races up the ramp and heals |
two waxed squad members. Squad v-
is still Suppressed, so marker is left
in place.

Turn 2: Arc
Force

Strike Skimmer continues to flank
passing the flaming wreckage of the
scout mecha.

-
o
:

Turn 2:
Kra'Vak
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1: Spider droids

The two remaining droids fire on the exposed Gruntz in
soft cover beside the roof top. Two Gruntz are waxed
and the entire squad is now in suppressed condition.
The droids did not move, so they benefit from +1 to
shooting rolls.

2: Kra'Vak Gruntz Squad

Fire in pairs, using concentrated fire against the roof
top Arc troopers. They benefit from a +1 to shoot and
damage rolls due to concentrated fire. 2 Further Arc
troopers are waxed.

3: Powered Armour

Move 4 inches and fire both micro missiles at Arc Tank
for a total of 3 more damage.

FORCE

TURN 3: ARC

1: Medic

Moves down slope from the top of the building and
heals 2 Gruntz previously waxed.

2: Arc Rifle Squad on roof.

Activate and fire on Kra'Vak Gruntz squad hitting three
and waxing 2. Kra'Vak squad now suppressed.

4: Kra’'Vak commander.

Makes a double move to cover near the Kra'Vak Gruntz
squad.

5: Kra’Vak Grav Tank

Does not move and fires on Arc tank doing a further 3
damage with its Gauss canon on a low roll.

6: Strike Skimmer

Makes a double move of 18inches along coast, the
start of a flanking maneuver.

Arc forces are pushing out to meet |
Kra'Vak. APC moving to support Arc |
Rifle Squad A. ‘

b

& G &
O

3: Arc Rfile RPG S
Fires RPG at Spider Droid. Scratch one droid.

4: Grav Tank

Fires and hits Kra'Vak tank but rolls a terrible low
damage roll of 3 not penetrating the soak of the heavily
armoured vehicle. Anti infantry fire from it's auto rifle
waxes one squad member of the Kra'Vak Gruntz squad.

5: Commander
Double move to cover.
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6: Grav APC: moves six to provide a
location to drop its carried Gruntz
squad.

7: Arc Squad B:

disembark the APC (all placed within
4dinches). For their second action they fire
on the Kra'Vak squad and wax one squad
member.

8: Missile Mecha:

Takes a shot at the Kra'Vak tank but missies WP o 5 | O | y
with snake eyes. ' Rl ~ . :

v T a4 g L ik ;
T 3: A — W O <A AP "(} Arc Rifle Troops deploy from the
urn o: Arc R N s3 | Grav APC to push the attack.
Force 1 .

TURN 3: KRA'VAK "WHIEN THIEE 3ATTLE TURNED"

1: Spider Droid two Kra'Vak Gruntz. This allows him to remove the
suppression condition from the Kra'Vak, so they are to

Last remaining droid fires on the newly deployed Arc ; )
take two actions on activation.

Squad B and waxes one.

2: Strike Skimmer 6: Gruntz Squad
Squad concentrate fire on the Arc trooper squad A and
wax one squad member.

Moves into position to the rear of the Arc Grav tank.
Fires missiles and gains benefit from +2 damage in
rear armour. Rolls poorly on damage roll but manages
to land 4 points of damage.

3: Powered Armour squad.

Fire two micro missiles on tank and lands 3
total damage, enough to fill in a critical box. |
roll for critical systems damage and lose the
armour system. The Grav tank is now -4 soak
due to the armour critical.

Remaining Powered armour squad now make
use of their auto-rifles. With the Grav tank -4
on Soak they stand a chance of landing some
damage on the tank with the lower powered
rifles. They concentrate fire with 4 squad
members firing together and land 4 more
damage enough to total the Arc Grav tank.

4: Grav Tank

Fires both weapon systems on the nearly =
crippled Missile walker and totals it. The three
significant vehicles of the Arc force are now all
out of action.

5: Commander

He activates and uses one of his two actions
as a “Take the Pain” action on the remaining
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TURN 4 : ARC FORCE "RAPID RETREAT™

1: Squad B
Re-embark into the APC, loosing the waxed casualty.

2: Grav APC

Activates and makes a double flank move back toward
the Arc force deployment zone in an attempt to evac
the last surviving Gruntz squad in one piece.

3: Commander

Double moves toward incoming APC to make use of
cover.

4: Medic

Leaving behind the remains of Arc Squad A on the
rooftop, the medic double moves to follow the APC.

5: Arc Squad A.

Making a last stand they fire on the last remaining
spider droid with the Squad Attachment RPG and total
it. Finally a cheer from the squad as they also wax
the last Kra'Vak squad members but with no support
left they await their fate at the hands of the remaining
Kra'Vak. Lets hope the rumors about trophy skull
collectors are just mess-room banter.

S, T NN

Hi=

TURN 4:

KRA'VAK "FINAL PUSH"

1: Strike Skimmer

Moves and takes a missile shot at the retreating Arc
Grav APC. It misses

2: Grav Tank

Moves 4 inches to slight hill top and fires on the Arc
APC. 8 damage is through and enough to force a
critical systems check. Fortunately | succeed on the
rolls and APC does not lose a major system but is
seriously damaged.

3: Powered Armour

Move 4 inches and use the two micro missiles to
further damage the APC. This time it fails a critical
check on Armour and is now very vulnerable to all
Kra'Vak incoming fire with its Soak at -4.

4: Kra’'Vak Commander

Allows himself a slight moment of gloating before
reporting the success of his beach head attack to.

8| Minor Victory for the left behind Arc |
Riflemen. A cheer over the narrow- |

beam net link! The last spider droid |
falls to RPG fire.

> ~

N
.




THE ANCIBLE ISSUE 8 G[‘untz Battle Repor‘t

TURN 5: ARC FORCE "TACTICAL WITHDRAWAL AND SURRENDER"

1: Commander embarks the APC.
2: APC smokes off the board, exiting the field of battle.
3: Remanning three Gruntz on the rooftop lay down weapons and await their fate as POW's.

| Grav APC carrying Squad A makes
a hasty retreat but is hit hard by
Kra'Vak in pursuit.
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What we Iearﬁed'

Fel Garn the pilot of the strike skimmer will be
honored for his primary bold attack along the coast
which was a devastating early blow against the Arc
forces when he delivered crippling damage on the
Arc scout mecha. Fel followed his primary attack
with a smart flanking maneuver which made use of
the high speed of the strike skimmer resulting in a
significant advantage during the end game of Turn 5.

Arc moral was low after seeing the mecha walker
destroyed on turn one and combined with miserable
rolling throughout we suffered at the hands of the
Kra'Vak. In retrospect it would have been safer to
concentrate forces to the rear and wait for the Kra'Vak
to approach before deploying the walkers into the
main field and massing fire on the exposed Kra'Vak
forces.

The Medic performed admirably for the Arc gruntz
pulling a couple of squad members back from the
brink but ultimately had to withdraw when the
approaching Kra'Vak had clearly turned the battle. A
major lesson was never to leave powered armour free
to roam and make use of the anti-armour capability of
their two missile weapons. The missiles on powered
armour are still the personal type but enough to turn |

the battle as their extra points of damage could cause

a critical on target vehicles.

Initially this feels like an easy win for the Kra'Vak,
however as the Arc player | was rolling very badly
and made a poor early choice of spreading my two
Mecha and primary Grav tank across the field and
not concentrating fire on the Kra'Vak vehicles. | did at
least make a mostly elegant and rapid exit in the Grav |
APC when the battle was clearly lost.

_ « . & - ~
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I’'m a man who's not afraid to admit his biases
when it comes to gaming, and one of those
biases of mine involves miniatures in small
scales. | understand that smaller scale games
may be better suited to represent larger scale
battles, but I'm just not sold on it. I'm just
dead-set in my ways with 28mm gaming. It
may.-also-have . something to do with the fact
that that my painting skills are barely passable
at 28mm, and the prospect of painting
anything smaller is absolutely terrifying
to me. However, if there’s one thing that
smaller scale games really represent perfectly
for me, it's my one true love; giant robots.

Everyone knows Battletech, but there's a little
known.gem out of Canada from a

company called Dream Pod 9 and the game they
call Heavy Gear Blitz.

First, here is a short history lesson for you. Heavy
Gear as a setting, and even a game, is nothing
new; the first Heavy Gear game came out in the
mid 1990’s. Originally Heavy Gear was released
asa RPG with optional rules for tactical miniatures
combat using hex maps and paper counters. The
game got re-released as Heavy Gear Blitz in 2006
as solely a tactical miniatures game with a whole
new line of miniatures to go with it. The game is
listed as 1/144 scale, which is roughly 10-12mm,
with the main robot miniatures you'll:be using
being closer to 28mm tall. This has drawn me to
the game, since the tiny models, like infantry, are
entirely optional when you can take robots and
tanks. This obviously ticks one of my boxes, my
painting doesn't look any worse than normal.
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Heavy Gear Blitz Review

Heavy Gear is set on the
distant colony world of Terra
Nova sometime in the 52
century. The planet has lush
poles where the two major
powers, the Confederated
Northern City-States and the
Allied Southern  Territories,
sit at near constant war. The
badlands are a huge band of
nearly inhospitable mountain
ranges and deserts which

stretch all the way around _,,p’ ﬂ--::ﬂ'fl FHEWV

the equator of the planet. e
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The powerful Paxton Arms,
a large weapons manufacturing company, sits
here on Peace River with their personal army;
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South went back to their usual conflicts with
each other over resources in the badlands and

Heavy Gear has
arich.and deep
setting with
lots of political
intrigue and
other such
things. In
addition to
the initial fluff
in the 'main
rulebook, there
=SB area number
‘"‘I‘ “l | f other
rais26 750262 W publications
that adds new
layers and
opens up more options once you are past the
initial learning curve, but more on that later.

the Peace River Defense
Force(PRDF). The planet
and it's colonists were
abandoned 500 years
after establishment by
the Earth government,
who returned later to try
and reclaim their colonies
in  the-form of the
Colonial Expeditionary
Force(CEF). After a defeat
at the hands of the North
and South with back-up
from Paxton Arms the
remnants of the CEF forces on Terra Nova, after
being abandoned by their superiors, settled and
established their own base of power in Port
Arthur. After the war with the CEF the North and The Gears, as they're called, aren't your average

o]

T



giant robots in the sense of something like
Battletech or Gundam.

A Gear is only, on average, between.12.and 18
feet tall as opposed to being several stories tall,
and they act more like a power armor than
a super robot. Visually they're

very reminiscent of the classic

1984 anime series, VOIOMS, of i

which I'm a huge fan, so '

| love the designs. This

actua | Iy o

il .
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ends up giving Heavy Gear it's very own unique
visual style compared to its competition in the
market, and being able to set yourself apart is
a good thing. There are bigger things on the
battlefield in the form of Striders, which are
much more  akin

to walking tanks

(and in some cases

that's quite literal).

Striders usually
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offer long distance support and cover fire rather
than act like front line soldiers.

Enough of the fluff, we're here to talk about the
game;-so if you are all sitting comfortably-letus
begin. Heavy Gear Blitz as a game is very solid
with a really well done set of rules. The rules are
actually pretty simple in principle, but reading the
rules straight through, as I've done several times
now, they can be a bit.daunting and | got a bit
confused. They don't go into as much detail as
| would have liked, and some more examples of
things would be much appreciated. An example
is talking about Margin of Success and Margin
of Failure. This is the key mechanic of attacking

RS s '*&.ﬁi‘iﬂ”{éﬁi ;#';;*“_"_'
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and doing damage so it seems a little odd that
the details seem so lacking.

The way combat works is that you roll the
number of dice equal to your attacking model’s
attack value and your opponent rolls a number
of dice equal to the target’'s defense value. If the
attacker rolls higher than the defender (roll all
the dice and take the single highest) then they
succeed. This is of course changed by modifiers
and the likes, which will affect the end result. The
difference between the two numbers is either

Heavy Gear Blitz Review

the Margin of Success or Failure depending on
who wins the roll. For example, | attack with a
model with an attack value of 2 and the target
has a defense of 2. We'll say | have a -1 modifier
for range and the defender has a -2 modifier for
movement (I'll get into that later). So we roll our
dice and | rolla 6 and a 3, and he rolls a 4 and a
5. After modifiers my highest rollis a 5and his is
a 3. So | win with a Margin of Success of 2. It's
actually a pretty basic concept and an easy to get
mechanic, but the book lacks an example, even
one as simple as | just gave you. However fear
not, the quick start rules available on the website
give an example of how it works and it may be
wise to have a look at this first intorder to get

.

into the game before attempting the advanced
rules in the main rulebook.

One of the tactical things about the game is that
each model has a number of actions it can take
during its turn. Things that require you to use a
model’s action include attacking with a weapon,
moving full speed, special abilities and other such
things. This takes me back to my old days with
Mutant Chronicles Warzone, and unlike Warzone
| feel like it works really well here. Your average
model will only have a single action with some of
the bigger models having more although nothing

e,
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in the core rule book goes above 3 actions.

Tome, movementis perhaps the most interesting
mechanic in this game. Gears have two options
for=movement; ground (or wheeled/tracked

movement) or walker (walking
: around). Usin
e /1) ¥

— e

Heavy Gear Blitz Review
s

different movement types have different rules
which determine how you move your models.
There are also three speeds per a movement
type; stationary,.combat or top speed. Based on
the speed a model moves they’ll have attack and
defense modifiers, so a model moving at top
speed will be harder to hit, but will also have a
harder time hitting you(provided they can shoot
at all as moving top speed costs and action to
do). Models have what are called Movement
Points, which roughly translate to TMP = 1 inch.
This can be changed by terrain and other such
things, full details of which are of course in the
rule book. The movement rules are what | found
to be most confusing but with a few.readings of
the rules | am pretty sure | have it now. Hopefully
the DP9 guys will come up with some simpler
examples for those of us who are dazed and
confused.

Heavy Gear Blitz uses true line-of-sight to
determine if a model is visible for attack so as
aresult, tactically it is a game that really.needs
to be played on a board with lots of scenery

) to provide cover. This might seem odd for

M a game where the primary combatants are
giant fighting robots, but you'll want to keep
models behind cover at every chance you
get. Modifiers to attack rolls are applied based
on the level of cover the target model has; no

& cover (such as a model out in the open) is

a +1, some cover (half covered but still
"1 easily visible) has no modifier, partial cover
(visible but more than 50% covered) is a
-1"and full cover means you can't see it to
shoot at it to begin with. There's also an

additional -1 if the cover is solid (such
as rocks). This means that using cover
. will be a good idea, but it doesn't
' _automatically mean that standing
%’ inthe open is a death wish either.

The Combat system is pretty
-\‘» straightforward. in concept
though you do need to take
a lot of other aspects into
consideration. Shooting
will be the primary method
of destruction for your models, but
close combat is still possible. Ranged
combat has a plethora of things which
affect and modify your roll; movement



speed, cover, weapon type, and range. Each
ranged weapon has b ranges listed: point blank,
short, medium, long and extreme. To even be
able to attack an enemy model they must be
within“your extreme range distance, but the
range band they fall in will apply.more modifiers
to your attacks. Point blank is +1 to your attack
roll, short is no modifier, medium is a -1, long
Is a -2 and extreme is a -3. The thing is that the
ranges themselves are very short; a medium
autocannon (a pretty standard assault rifle type
weapon for gears) has a short range of 9 inches,
and a medium of 18. This means that between 9
and 18 inches you'll be getting a-1 on your attack
roll. Guns also have an accuracy modifier, which
is a permanent modifier to the attack despite
everything else. The most basic weapons will
have either a O or a -1 modifier, while some may

Heavy Gear Blitz Review

be even less accurate than that and
some others may actually have a
positive modifier.: This means that
if you want to effectively hit your
¥ target you're going to need to get
. up close and personal with them.
" Just when you thought it was safe
to open fire there are a few other
things that you need to factor into
your plans. Firing Arcs, ammunition,
rate of fire and types of weapons
— to name but a few. | don't want to
spoil the journey of discovery but all
of these, to me at least, add a sense
of drama to the game. You can try to
shoot your foes from a distance and
hope the dice gods are your friends
that day, or you can rush in with
guns blazing and try to get every
positive modifier the game will offer
you. Bring'it on, | say.

Of course when push comes to
shove you can always just resort
to close combat and impale your
enemy on the business end of a
car sized sword. Close combat in
Heavy Gear Blitz can be brutal and
dangerous. Model'size plays heavily
into close combat, as.a bonus is
given to the attacker or defender if
they're of a greater size than their
foe.

All of this said, the end. goal of
combat is to damage the enemy
and this is done by simply taking the Margin
of Success and multiplying it by the weapon's
damage value and hoping you match or exceed
your target's armor value. Let's say: after all
rolling.is.done.|l have a Margin of Success of 3
and my weapon has a damage value of x8. So
after some simple math we get a result of 24,
so now we check the target’'s armor value. We'll
use the North's Grizzly for this example with its
armor score of 18. So I've dealt 1-damage to the
Grizzly with my attack. If you are able to double
theirarmor you deal 2-damage, and if you're able
to exceed their armor score by three times then
the model is outright destroyed.

| have covered mostly Gear related combat, but
| just want to be clear that there are other units
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available in this game including tanks, Striders
and infantry. | focused mostly on Gear-on-Gear
violence because | feel that the giant robot battles
are the main draw of the game, and because
Gears are the primary models used in the game.

There are a lot of other optional rules for the
game including communication events, and

morale, and 'similar..to
other games you can, if your opponent
agrees, try adding these in one at a time.
This helps with the longevity of the

game and the master game player will = i

be someone familiar with all of these =
subtleties.

One of~the-most unique aspects of
Heavy Gear Blitz, in my opinion, is army
building. Like mostothergamesyou set
a pointlevel for army building (which in
this game is called the Threat Value),
but where it differs is in something
called Priority Level. There are four
levels to the Priority Level and it's
what actually determines how you'll
build your army as it states:how.
many units from each category
(core, specialist, auxiliary, elite) you
can take in your force. The Priority
Level and Threat Level are in no way
connected to each other, though, so
you can build an army at any point level

in any Priority Level. This means in a
2,000 point game it's entirely possible for
one side to be at Priority Level 1 and then
other to be at Priority Level 4. This adds
a whole new level to army building since

-
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instead of having a set army organization you will
adhere to every game you can mix things'up not
only by using different models, but by changing
your Priority. Level as well. The best part about
the whole Priority Level thing is that it's almost
purely fluff. The whole thing is supposed to be
an abstract representation of how valuable high
command considers the mission or the soldiers
they're willing to send to a combat zone. It is
little touches like this that put a smile on my face.

Heavy Gear Blitz is:not relegated to
simply its main rulebook (entitled
Locked & Loaded); Dream Pod 9 has

produced three campaign expansion
books which can be wused with

& the-main rules. These books are
“Black Talon: Return to Cat's Eye”

and volumes one and two of “The

War for Terra Nova.” These books

add new forces to the fight, expand on
other forces (such as the CEF), and add new

optional rules. Above all that they advance the
changing plot of the setting,




and are actually supposed to be played in order
of “Black Talon” and then the “War for Terra
Nova"“ books. This way you don't skip over some
big part of the fluff and are left wondering what
happened. There's also another book entitled
“Operation: Drop bears Dive” which covers a
specific unit called the Drop Bears and adds
rules for using them in the game. The nice part
about these books is that even if you buy them
to see how the story progresses is that they're
more.or less source books like you get in most
RPGs. There's also several art books and even
army specific source ‘books, but unlike army
books in other games these are entirely optional
as the main reason to grab them is for the fluff.

What's great is that all of the books are available
in digital format via DriveThruRPG. In fact the
only onesavailable from Dream Pod 9 in physical
print are the main rule book, Black Talon and the
two War for Terra Nova books. This is nice since
it's generally easier to carry a flash drive with
books.on it than.actual.physical copies of books.
But the books essential to play are all available in
printed format, so that's what really counts.

The last thing that Dream pod 9 really won me
over with is the amount of free content on their
website. They have a section of downloadable

e
ey S .
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material for things like army building guides (the
Priority Levels), all the data cards for the various
units, paper terrain, Errata and other such
things. Perhaps the biggest one is something. |
mentioned. earlier; free quick start rules. These
are the basics that I've outlined here and they
are entirely free. You can buy a box of Gears and
use those quick start rules to get a hang of the
basics before diving on into the main rule book.
This is something | think every game should have
available because some people want to just try a
game before dropping money on a rulebook, and
they may not have access to someone willing to
give them a demo.

Before you all go off and start playing Heavy Gear
Blitz | want to say something about the price of
getting into the game. This is not a cheap game
to start up. The average box of five Gears will run
you anywhere from $40 USD to $50 USD based
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on the models. The models are metal so that's
a part of it, but it's still a bit tough to swallow
sometimes. Each army also has a starter box
available for $110.(except the CEF which is $115)
which comes with two boxes of models, a black
and white copy of the rulebook, data cards and
a measuring tape. In the end the starter sets
are a good deal for what you get. There is the
option, however, of a two player starter set that
Dream Pod 9 recently released. This box, called
“The Interpolar War Begins,” consist of a North
general purpose squad and a South general
purpose cadre, a black and white copy of the
rules, data cards and measuring tape. This is a
great deal at $100 USD, and it's a great way for
two people to get started on a fantastic game.
The big thing about this game is that you can
play it effectively with only 4 squads of models
on the table.

957819267 790398
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Taking everything into consideration
this is a fantastic game with a rich
background. The rules can seem a bit
confusing at times and be a little hard to
follow, but they’re quite solid. | suggest
taking a look at the quick start rules first
and getting well acquainted with those
before jumping into the big rule book.
If you can get past the price then you'll
find a fantastic game with absolutely
beautiful models. If you like mecha and
miniatures games then this is the game
for you. And hey; if the battlefields of
Terra Nova aren’t quite your thing there's
always the Arenas but that’s another
story for another day. . . .

Heavy Gear Blitz Review
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Forces of Hordes: Trollbloods and
more great minis for September

DUST: Tactics Starter arrives soon
Preorder a copy and save more!

5 great new Infinity packs arrive
this month - all fabulous sculpts!

Stockists of...

Warmachine * Hordes - Infinity - Malifaux + Anima Tactics
Hell Dorado * Freebooter * Enigma * Avatars of War * Eden
Firestorm Armada - Uncharted Seas - AT43 - Pegaso + JMD

Discworld - Dark Slave - and much, much more...
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~ or minimum purchase. ‘with our easy to follow

1t’s simply free!

"

lovalty schemel! o ;

offers, clearance items
and other promotions!
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February New releases

(

WOICOAD RiF: FROSSS-0RES

Carlota Howalshy & Moriarty
Combsi Rifa + light FT
Namadi

New release! The Tomcats' special character has arrived! And not alone! As usual, her loyal and
always battle-damaged Zondcat, Moriarty, is with her. Carlota Kowalsky is the best operator of
the Tomcat special unit, not only capable to repair anything but also to stop the heaviest foes
with her Adhesive-Launcher. The Nomad players can breathe again, this daring duo has come to
save the day!

Order
Sergeant

Order
Sergeant
|

O] REF: FROERA-0RED

Order Sergeants
Combd Rifla

PanOtaania

The Order Sergeants are the core of the PanOceanian Military Orders, experienced soldiers that

supports the aggressive actions of the armoured knights. Now you can increase your number
of this useful troop with this blister which compiled the figures previously released in the Mili-
tary Order Sectorial Starter Pack. Fight in the name of God and PanOceania with the Order Ser-

geants!




HOASEARD R FRONAS-DEA4
Oniwaban Shinobu Kitsune

Monofoment (0
Yu Jing

Double Arm
option
New release! Shinobu Kitsune, the Oni-

waban special character, is proudly re-
leased with two different pair of arms,
so the player can choose which pose he

likes more. Many people has talked about
this ghostly ninja, but nobody has seen
her. Finally the legendary Shinobu Kitsune
materializes in the game table and her
adversaries will deplore the moment this
sexy stealth killing machine appeared!

New release! The Caterans are discredited
clan warriors who have become bandits and
highwaymen. They take advantage from their
Limited Camouflage Special Skill to ambush
their targets from hidden positions. A sin-
gle Cateran can immobilize an entire enemy
force thanks to their powerful long range
sniper rifle loaded with T2 Special Ammuni-
tion. Moreover, this release comes with an
amazing scenery base, but if you only want it
just to play you can build it on a small round
base. And don't forget the Caterans can be
hired as mercenaries too!

Additional
view

RAdditional
ulew

ROIOLARD RMF: BBO| N4-0288

Highlander Caterans

TR inlper Rifla
Rradna

HCLDONS A 1R0815-0LE4

HKurgat Reg. of Assault Engineers
tombined Ry 'l

New release! The Kurgat are the Assault Engineers

of the Morat forces. Honoring the legendary Morat
tradition of violence, they are more specialized in to
make explode enemies and to clear the path of hos-
tile forces rather than to repair things. Armed with the
Mk12, the Kurgat can cover the medium-long range
of the battlefield with potent firepower. Do you want
to know where are the Kurgats in the battlefield? Just
follow the sound of the explosions.
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