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Boston, Apml 4th

It s Late afternoon when Kay Polerno arived st the Boston mansion of her mother's family, She mas nervous,
she had met her mateenal cousins before, but not often and never in a lacge group like tonight's

She lifted A fingernail to her month and then lowered it. They had all been filed, manicured, seulpted
and lacquered expertly — not by some beauty salon worker bur by bev great aunt Isabel. (At least, "qreat
aunt” was what Kay called her. She assumed Isabel ad, like ber mother, been born with the Milliner name
And taken her husband's name.) Isabel was different from the vest of Kay's family: She mas exotic and
araceful and had A glamorons aloofness that Kay associated with the €ast Coast, and with Eurape, and with
other places far from hee home in Georgla. 1t was impossible to imagine Isabel blushing, or ending up picked
Last for volleyball, ot going to the bathroom. She had the unchanging perfection of a statue, and Kay was
eAger to see her again,

Kay also manted to see hev cousin Stemart illiner, but she wouldn't tell anyone abour thar.

Isabel had said she would meet Kay ar the parry. That made Kay less nervous. Also, Isabel iad brouaht her o
beautiful red veloet dress for her bivthday. but wearing the dress made Kav both move and less nervous at the same
tinte. Jsabel had given her another gift, which was i hee stylish matching cluich puese.

"Do you think 1'll necd this?”™ Kav had asked,

“you never know,” Isabel hiad syd, with the secret smile of A werldly woman.

“But at the pacty” | thouabt it was just family....”

“Eoen with family, you never know.

Like the dress, the other atft made her both more and less nervous.

Che car turned A comet; revealing the Milliner mansion, €oeeything that comforted her evaporated, and
eperything that scared her doubled,

She had seen pictures of her mother's childhood home before, of course, but they couldn't do it justice, The pictutys
ditm't convey the barren smell of the land or the way it losked so much like A tombstone with the name woen off,

Stepping out of the car, she glanced tomard one end of the house. Had she seen... 7 Maybe it was just the wind
blowing leaoes, playing on her nevoes 1o lock like floming white clotly,

Kay bad her hand raised to knock on the door when it opened, vevealing her cousin — not cousin Stemart,
though. Whereas Stemart was tall and healdhy, the figure before het was shorr and pale with A bent and cringing
pesture.

“Cousin Kay!™ He grinned and actually clapped bis hands, Be wore A tuxedo that hung awkeeardly on him, He'd
Already managed to lose a cufflink.

“hello, uh..." She strugaled to emember his mame. “Primo! Cousin Prime. 1's; ub, good 1o see you.”

[rrime Giovanni smiled, showing even tecth that weve the only perfect thing about him.

“Ab, Cousin Kay! | hoped you'd be invited this vear, Come in!"

“CThis year.... 2" He ignored her guestion, grabbed her meist and pulled hev into the house. Looking around, Kay
could see people of all ages, formally dressed, mingling, drinking She sam a fon blond heads, but not Stewart's, and
she didn't sec sabel anywhere.
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“fere, come twith me Kay.” Drimo had not released her wrist, and be mwas pulling hev insistently amay from the
party, tomard the west wing of the house.

10 really..."

"o, 1 have something to shomw you! But vou hane 1o hueeyl”

She'd seen Prime A fewe times when they were both children: He'd been ugly, whiny and tanteum-prone then,
too. But he mas one of the Glovanni, and Kay suspected they were the ones mith the money, because coen bee proud
mother deferred to them. Unsure what else to 30, Kay went along with Primo. cven though something about sim,
ot the night, or the twisting corridors of the house made her skin tighten with fear.

Prime pulled her threugh A small side doormay and inte A gatden of thin, spindly plants.

"Prime, I'm not going another step until vou tell mewhat you're going fo show me.”

] just wanted e show you the sunset. Srom the top of the bill? 1 very much want to watch it go down all the
way. [Mease come with me? 101 be perfect!”

Ray felt that cold sickness in ber chest that <ame from watching someone humiliate himself and not vealize it
B¢ sounded 5o uncertain and necdy that she acquiesced.

At the top of the hill was A cold stone bench under o desiceated wee with only one stout branch that stuck out
like the arm of A gallowes, Prime sat on the bench and staced, rapt, at the setting sun.

Kay joined him and, after a moment, frowned. Why had he been so insistent that she come with him if he was
enly going to ignore her! Wibe-eyed, he gazed west, like a child watching TV, Herglance follomwed his for o momen,
but cven the sunset was ualy: Through the thick gray clouds, the red and purple orb looked tired and bruised,

Ray tarped quickly, Had she beard laughter? But thete mas no one avound.

“Prime? Is this what you...7"

“Shh! Rot yet, 1t’'s not all the way domon.”
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“So what? | mean, it’s just a sunset. | think they have another one scheduled for tomorrons night, v knomw?”

“This could be my Last sunset coer,” be veplied; still not looking ar her.

She sighed, and crossed her legs and avms, but she stayed until it was dark. Primo twened to face her.

“Can we ge back nom?”

“What's your hurry?™ Hie put otie hand on her knee and the other behind her neck. She pulled awav, but not
guick enough to avoid feeling his vough lips on hevs. She turned her Jead and teied to pull back, but Primo was
stvonger than he looked. Despite her struggles, she could not get free.

"Prime! Quit it!"

‘Mo, don't you see? This will be perfict.”

“Don't]"

"o, lock, this way our son will be A Giovanud," he said, as if it mas the most reasonable thing in the werld.

Kay scveamed, Prime flinched but didn't let go.

“Our son will be single blooded.” he said, shifting bis grip. “Kay, | don't want to die & vivgin!”

Cheir struggles tumbled them off the stone bench, and Kay landed atop her cousin. She felr him reying to ol
Iyer omto her back, so she braced bee leg against the berich to stop him while her hands strugaled mith hee purse. Both
their hands were tugging at red veloet as Kay finally got bev bag open.

! She wondered if this was why Isabel had given her A 50,000 volt stun gun. She jammed it hard into Prime’s
SCTADIY ATm.

Che effect was fmmtediste. He began thrashing and shuddering. Kay pulled amay and spramled on the ground
for & moment, breathing heavily. Primo weas blubbering, curled up in the fetal position.

"Its not fair..." be moaned. Kay pushed heeself unsteadily to her knees, cramled formard and jammed the
clecirodes into his thiah,

"Bastard!” she shouted. He screamed 100, She stumbled to her feer, then sat on the stene bench, She burst into
tears. She regained some of her composuee only when she realized that Primo was starting to uncurl,

“Asshole!” fier theoat was eamw and sote. He was making sofi keening sounds as he sceambled amay from her
en all foues, but she easily caught up with him and kicked him in the side of the Jiead as hard as ghe could. She kicked
amd kicked until he stopped moving.

x x x X
Althougl Kay did not knere it, hee fate — along with that of Prime and of Stewart — was being discnssed back
At the house At that pery moment.

“ think Prime is ready for the change.” Accorni Glovanni said. He tried hatd to keep his voice neutral. “He is
single-blooded, he has flouvished dnder the Proxy Kiss, and even now b is developing necromantic skill, You knom
hotw eare that is before the €mbrace. "

Diege Grovanni shtugaed, but it was only superficially a human gesture. His shoulders rose and fell, but with
the smeoth movement of & maching, not an animal. He moved like an object, not a person.

Judged by appearance, Dicgo Glovanni would seem the youngest person in the voom. But someone who looked
deepet, whe gauged by the pestuves and attitudes of the people Avound him — Accorri’s stight, defensive defiance,
the formal aention of their host Cric Milliner, even the intent vegard of Kay's “Great Aunt” Isabel — would
mistantly realize that he was the one making the decisions.

Diege Glovanni looked as if he weee in bis late twentigs, He had been dead for over six centurics.

"Accorri, your loyalty t your descendant Does you credit, " he said. “1monld hate to think vour lovalty to the
family as A whole is less intense.”

Accorei stiffened. “What ave you saying? Vou think I'm disloval? Is that it? You want me to mwalk on
five for you?”
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“That shouldn't be necessary. I'm simply concerned that your fondness for Primo might lead to regrettable
haste in this important matter. Primo would be one of the youngest €mbraces in the history of eue clan. 1f he
is as brilliant and paluable as you say, should we ot mait A fer years and allom him to pass on his qualitics
the mortal way?”

“Primo... is most eaqer to change. He knomws bis studies ave limited while he is meetal. Dom, in this crisis, cin
your Afford 1o ignore A necromantic prodigy?”

“Well, T trust your judgment,” Diego said, sounding suddenly bored. “If you feel e is so very worthy,
I shall Allow my great grandehilde Gianmaria to €mbrace bim. She has been most aedent in her Sesire for the
consolations of childer.”

Accorri blinked. "Glanmaria! | thought | might give him the honor myself.”

“Ob. that woultm’t do. Aleeady, he bas taken your blood as s ghoul, yes! Giving him the €mbrace would bring
him nto & closer bond, and that sort of thing is usually reseroed only for loose cannons. Be does not vequire such
conteols, does hel”™

"N, bat...."

“If wou feel like waiting, on the other hand, | might do the deed mysclf.”

Accorni's face lit up with & greed he quickly concealed. “Ob, you bonor us too much. What sort of mait are vou
thinking..."

B’ aleeady had the Proxy Kiss, so there's no huery, Once | am satisfied that he is as precocious as you think,
| suppose.”

1oub. . D suppose Ul have to think this over.” Accorri covered his confusion with A sip from bis beavy snifter.
Erie, secing his companion’s vonfusion, smoothly entered the conversation in Accorr’s plac.

"And have you met Stemwart!”

Dhego's [ace mas flat as be said, “Ah, Stewart,” His tone immediately alerted €ric thar something was wrong.

“Do you think Stewart is worthy of the change, €ric?” Cric glanced at Isabel, but her face betvayed nothing.

“Steoart would be a rremendous asset,” Accorri said, “If you think we should wait on Prime, you could do no
befter than to €mbrace Sremarr”

“Really? | take it you're unamare, then, that he's been bound!”

“Whati” €ric leaped 1o his feet before be could stop himself, but Diego mas standing before the taller blond had
finished rising. Diego’s palm slapped the table haed enough 1o crack the heavy wood, and his voice was haesh.

"Bleod bound, and not to one of ours!”

"Chat can't be!"

"It has been seen. illiner,” Diege spat, bis veice vich with contempt. “Vou constantly agitate for more
authority, more autonomy. and yet this is how you squander the trust you've given! Count yourself fortunate ifhe’s
Mlowed to retain the Proxy Kiss, Or pechaps we should just bind him completely?”

“Whe has done this? 1'll break the bond by killing his domitor! Tell me, 1. 1beg you. .. signore.” The last mord
came out with a humiliated crack.

“If thie storm of ghosts has been such A crisis heve as vou claing you have more to worey About than oue waymward
ahoul-child. Isthis why you ave in such dire steaits? Because you've all thinking of your personal legacies instead
of the family’s needs? Or are you just exaggerating your problems so that we'll give you move license for your
foolishness!”

Sor 4 moment the room was tense and- deadly stll,

Cric stared at Diego Giovannt. He knemw, with cold certainty, thar cursing him would be pure sutcide but mas
surprised at hom much he still mwanted to do it, irvationally, insanely, Part of him whispered without werds, showing
him how stocet it would be 1o give in, 10 rage at his elder, to die in a brief, pure, thonahtless act
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Accorri watched closely, If €ric attacked, Accorri mondered, would there be Any way — any conceivable Ay
— Accotri could save him! His mind vaced, going through every possibility. €xcept, of course, the possibility of
{oining him in a fight against Diego. That was simply net thinkable.

lzabel merely marched.

Tl den'tthink. .. you've being fair. .. siguoe,” €ach word pasped out of €ric Milliner like & knife coming up
theough his theoat,

- A x &

Kay stumbled back into the house, to the wide eyes of her famuly. To coery question. she just sald, “Where's
Isabel?” €ventually 4 Catin-fooking man finally said, “1 think she ment back through the conserpatery into €ric's
office, but.,.."

Brushing away tentative hands, she kept moving. Bebind her she left whispered talk.

"Dity you see, 1"

“I think she went off with.. "

"“Whe is that, anyway!”

* o Jsabel 1"

Che conservatoty mas lovely, It had a Venetian-style trompe Uoeil ceiling, an inlaid floor, a barogue
harpsichord flamlessly restored and tuned. A well-used bass viol sat on a stand in the corner, And a
frumpy ol woman sat on the bench At the harpsichord. She smoked a cigarette and caught the ashes in
her hand

"I need to see |sabel,
i her way.

o one enters,” <he sxid with & thick Halian accent, Kay teied 1o move past hev, but it was like trying to push
A couch up A spiral staivcase,

‘Mo one enters,” the woman repeated. Kay could feel the tears welling up tnside her saain when the
door opened and theee meén emerged. The youngest of them was saying something in Italian 1o A blond
man, Kay's Italian was very peor — something about how a man who could control his animals could
still prospee. The blond man looked very angry ina cold and distant may. Then Kay sam Isabel and theem
Iyersel tomard her velative.
 “Ray! What.. what's weong?”

Clutching Jsabel, Kay couldn't stop sobbing, ¢ven as she realized that the blond man and another, dacker, man
were staving at hev

“Be-.. he tried 10,,.." :

“Shh, calm demwn now Kay.” Isabel pushed her away, holding her at arm's lenath. "Kay! Cook at me! Calm
dorn!” :

Gazing into |sabel’s eyes, Kay felt the clenching sobs that had held her velinguish their arip. Thiey meve perfiect
Isabel’s eves, Dark and flamless and deep.. ..

“Coll me exactly what happened,” Isabel said.

“Cousin Prime wied 1o cape me.”

Isabel’s gaze flicked overto the dark-haired man, and as Kay looked around she vealized the othees in the reon
mere staring At him — not at her, As she had feared.

Che subject of theiv stares opened his mouth, closed it. then finally shrugged and said, “Shir, Well, good thing
she's A fast runner, | guess.”

s callous tone left Kay speechless. Jtalse proveked o batk of Luaghter from the old moman and a alave feom
Isabel. Then the young man spoke.

Kay said, heading tomward the door. Moving with surprising speed, the old Lady qor
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“Hor DI you get amway?” He asked. The authority of
his voice pulled her avound to look, instinctively, and once
shye looked into Iis eyes the theught of lving, or coen not
Anstoering, became impossible.

“I think | may have killed him."” she numbly said.

“Whatt"

X x x

Accorri Glovannt had been A pomwerful man in life,
and he was immeasurably stongerin death. The thought
that this.. . this nebody givl!... might have killed bis
beloped great-geeat-grandson obliterared all rarional
thouaht. Before cven Isabel could veact, he was at Kay's
threat, lifiing.

e mas about to smash her head through thie harp-
sichord, when he vealized that taking hold of her had
broken her neck.

Isabel lunged at him, €ric's attempt to shield
Accorrt slomed hir only for an instant but completely
destroyed the bass viel when he landed in it. But it
wasenough: Before lsabel could reacl Accorri, Diege
was betocen them,

“Enough,” be said.

Reither one would meet his eyes, but both
stepped back.

“She was 1o have the Proxy Kiss tonight, Accorri,”
Isabel said, ber voice tight, controlled.

“Suck vou.,” Accorri replied.

“Both of you be quiet,” Diege said. Then be spoke
agatn, this time in Greck.

A moment of chill spread over the room. Diego
cocked his head and said, “Primo (sn't dead. He is badly
imjured, howeoer,”

Accorri’s auip tightened for & moment, then he
dropped Kay's limp form to the floor.

“Sigmnore, 1 —" €ric Milliner began.

“Hush,” Dlego said. Thinking hard, be was pee-
fectly still. He 0id not blink or mope his hands. he
tuened to Isabel.

TR T Te—m—

“Chis Way: She 1s.the enc of whom you spoke? The
scholav-athlete?™

Isabel nodded, and AdDed, “With enough quis to
fidht & aheul and win,” glaring At Accorrt.

“She will receive the €mbrace tonight,” Diego de-
clared.

Coasaoor: Grovam)
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What?” shouted Accorrl, for the second time that night.

“And you. Accorri, will give it to her.”

Chis time, it was lsabel mhose eves widened with shock.

“Deanwhile. Isabel; you will find Primo and give the Embrace to him.”

"Butsignoee, this is... it's... " €oen as be protested, his master's reasons were lining up in Accorel’s brain
Cach sive mould be saddled with a disliked and distrusted neonate — the last people they ' enlist for treachery
against their felloms. Also, each neonate would be bound by loyalty to the very family members they would
most want to betray.

“Wes, Accortil”

Accorrt shook hizg head, “1 wish you'd asked mie to walk fire instead. Bur whateoer you say. Sor the family.”

“Sor the family,” Isabel echoed, sourly. She turned to exit the music room as Accorri, resigned 1o his task, bent to it

Diegoturned to €ri¢ (Mlliner. “Perbaps you're vight, €vic. Perhaps the Proxy Kiss is a bit old fashioned in these
modern nights.”

Che old moman gave another bitter laugh.
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Whereas his kinsmen chefly browghe hem up;

Ser soom hie [l'ﬂ_rﬁi."i m dininiry,

The frutful plot of scholarism graced,

Thart sherely he was graced with docior's name,
Excelling all, whose sweet delipht disprutes

In heavenly marters of theology,

Tl swollen with cummmg of a self concelr,

His avaxen wangs did mount abowve his reach,
And, meliing, heavens eonspired his cverthro;
For falbing v o deeilish exercise,

And gheted more with lepming's golden mfts,
Hg mrfuir_: i cursed nesrTomancy.

— Christopher Marlowe, Docur Faesns (1604 A Text)

Yau want a histary of the Giovanni clan? You got
i A dearh cule of deranged Kindred Embraced the
scion of the Giovanni family. Thisscion wasted no ome
burying u knife i their backs. He Embraced childer of
his own, wha became very rich, very powerul, or both,
andall the orher Kindred resented themforit. Knowmg
that the End of the World was coming, the Giovanni
prepared while the rest of the Kindred fought with each
other and puzled fresh hlood ar each ather's cotillions.

Astothe future of the Giovanni clan, here it is, too:
We win. When the great Gehenna comes and the rest
of the undead are bumning in smoldermg columns of
brmstone o sucking down their childer's precious
vitne, Augustus will come forward, peel back the skin
between the worlds of the living and the dead, and we'll
all carve thrones from the hones of those too stupid o
know what had been a long time coming,

Oh, but don't sare writing checks just ver, paian,
Your're new. All the smarrmonthing | juse did in't going
2 help vou ger ahead. Norwithour some understanding.

Desn'eroll your fucking evesar me. o telling vou this
fs o favor to your mother, God rest her gl You're one of
the lucky ones. Youget to leam the bigpicture. Most of the
young ones have lazy siresoronly Hsten when we et tothe
parts aboor making o million dollaes o siming on et
brothers’ fices. Most of the youmg ones die .

New blood like you comes prerty cheaply in the
modem nights. S, now that you're Kindeed vou've ot
irall figured out, huh! All the Ciiovanni family secrers!
Now you know why the April dth reunions are so
important and why so few get invited to them ! Well
then, answer me this, Whar is the sientficance of the
rewnion's date? And where did all these Kindred (n cur
family come from?

Crisrres Owe: A Pl Comesn




No iden; huh! See, you've just pone from being
ignorant kine (thot's what we yampires refer to humans

pesee ) o ignorant Kindred. Tharswhirniost vampites

refer to themselvies as. Yeah, 1know. Tt's Tike we've got
a different name for everything. And by the way, don't
ever e the word “vampire.” 1ts stuptd. Sure, Kindred
s affecred, bue o you refer wo yourself as o vampire to
anorher Kindred, theyv'll probakly loak ar you lilee you
just shouted “motherfucker” m the middle of Mass.
Shut up wnd deal wich 1t Giovanni can handle dhe
human side of the family remaining in the dark obour
things; hell, we preter them thar way, Wit all the shit
that's zoing down right now, what we cannot abide is
another gnorent Ghovanm whelp. Everythingisa livele
e precarioun o have another wer-behind-the-ears
neonnte Kmdred ardund (neonate means your kind,
newhie). S0 it's up o me a5 your sice, the one whi
Embriced you to bring you, my childe, up to speed.
[ § '.rl.j'lﬁ;-_' ? £ o ||_!

We got a lor to cover. On the plusside, though, this
atory's pot everything—sex scandals, incest, nigrimancy,
LTI 1) L1tj.;uu|:rn| crime. The list BOLs 0N an
o So, sit buck, relax and enjoy. Just promise me you
won't mike thisshitintoa movie, or Ul have to kil you,

Berore HiIsSTORY

Mo, thiz i the Rt ol the “Weleome o bemg
Kindred" talk where |'m supposed to tell you sboue erasy
tarmers murdering their brothers and ancient cities of
Kindred coexisting with mortals and <hir like that,

Well, I'm not going to, I'm not going m becauss i
smacks of oll that pompous self-sarisfacrion thit the
other clans have in spades, Invariably, The Maost
Auguste Historiye of Our Noble Clanne s a pack o
sell-corgratulatory Ties that other Kindred conseroct
to fir their self-images. Believe me, I've heard enough
tiates ol Toreador bull-doneer goddesdes and marbles
skinned Ventrue LU TOrs T ko thar YO Can

trust o creation myth only so much as you can trast the
teller. And remember, you're Kindred now — you
cun't trust arvybody ¢lae,

Add 1o the et that clan histories are largely
propaganda the fact thar they're outrght weong, Ask
st of thuse other motheduckers abour the progenitor
amd you'll hear same LTL'IL'kl.*',.-'l:l.l ;.|;1i1l|:||1 ghout Cain
witheun-"c” and being cast our of the Land of Nad (o
nuayhe Biished o the Land of Nod — | don’e emem
ber) and other sorts of riffs ar the Biblical level. Now,
P as fuichiul a Chrlstian as 1 erost you wee, but T know
i well s any sensible Kindred that the Bible s fucking
metisplion Jesus IF he exiseed ar all, was a man upan
whose shoulders the weight of the world fell — in
principle. He's like George Washington. He didn't

sinple-handedly bring the Wird to s needy peaple, and
he didn't spring from rhe uosexed los of o viegin, Shi
like that's just not physically possible. &1 of the deeds
artribured ra Jesus are the work of an uncountable
numberof early Christisns, bailed down to the parahle
that is the Bible: I's the wume wirh Kindred —“Caine”
isun carly monifestation of the Everykindred.

N, the eruth of the marrer isthac there was no “lese
vampire.” Or If there was, no one remembere the
motherfuckers nome Crod dislo’t look sskinee ar the
world and sy, “Okay, now it's time for somee Blood-
sucking parmiated oy o aound and Tuck with e
Childeen of Seth" —Seth being inother metaphatical
personage from the Bible, and the Gieher of the sce of
mortals as we know it ontght, No, the carliest Kindred
wire part of the world as it wis before the sudario — the
willl thay sepimees the dead from the living tand ws) —
CATRE [0 [,

Laok ar some of the concepts-of the afredife thar
almost universally arise when you get into early cul-
tures, The Underworld was a plitce youcould plyysically
g T the Groeks, you could enter the Underworld
through caves and coverns; it extsted literally below the
eround, To the Exyptians, tmveling westword would
evenmilly bring wman to the land of the deads Cermm
Native American cultures believe that the soul foes ro
the "hnppy hunomg grounds” afrer death. Bven some
mote *modermn” conceptualizations of whist comes afrer
death involve r'!.‘rl.'.t!. the Chrstian [Heaven and Hell,
the Norse Vallalla and N tﬂheim, Kahhalist Rabh
Joseph ben Shalom's “abyss of nothingness" thar s
erossed ot the moment of death ond Gnostie Awaken
mg, These wre ull places. They're all locations. They're
all geopraphically describable settings thar, whether
physical, metaphysical or spiritual, are places vou can
srand and smoke o clgarette

It only makes sense, then, thie o yom con go o these
places, vou cian come bk fram them

That is whiat 30 Kindred is. 1t &5, for becter e foy
wirrse, o person wha has come back from the place
lenowrn as desich, Not sverpone can do it And [ don'r
think anyone can v it e thin orce

Dion't look sideways at me. 'moas Catholic as Yo
are, | know thit when | died T should have gone to
Heaven or Hell. Bur | didn’. You dida’e. Our souls, for
whatever thanatological reason you choose to nscribe ro
ie, gor part of the way there, suid, "Holy shit, 1 forgor
something,” and came back to inhabic our bixdies. |
den't pretend to know why — that's something e
wisestelders o rhe elan hive been studying simee before
there even was such a thing as Clian Giovannt, But |
knvow than ie's mrue.

I'minot rrving o be all new-age and mystical with
you Fuck char. God has desisns for o peeson, thar's
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IO | T l\:|llj|l|l|iml'v. [ II ”' J|||| whut!hultuw._lr]usmn hHPF_[‘ﬁ-i[|‘r;|iLJt1|! selesipms for
r i ‘h 'i AN ) '*lll.- ”I"TI' | ||I ! l’hm{‘ of ws who |'I|r.|:.'|:m_' !&mdrm! are just o liecle
l | Hl ‘| ' AU I.' 1 | different from what s normal. 1Evoi nak mie, vou ot peo
' - i A ceason even trving to fgure out why God swants Kin
_ _ dredstalking His creation. Youmay aswell ask yourselt
| hi A o s ' why there're such things as wolves or llons. Giod
knows. Youdon't. You can't; so don’t fuck with it You
do your job and ler Ged do His:
That “coming back," that retum [rom the Land of
the: dead is what sets you wpart from the Tiving, and it's
what sers the Giovanni apart from the other undepd.
I'm not debaring thar the Embrace works. You don't
have to walk to a special room thae's labeled "Dead
Feople” and step back out. Your body doesn’t make the
joraTIcy. Your soul does 11. |||r|L'|.-~ the trige and then
rerurns £ your body — that's the Embrsce.

Thart being the vase, I'm sure 1 have ro shed only g
lirtle more light on the subject. Unless you're one of the
lowborn American caste of Glovanni, you priohably
know that our stock in trade is souls, thn the Giovann
liave the power to grub the spiritunl part of 4 mortal {or,
mire accurately, her spiritual resdue lefr afrar she's
depared ) and do whatwe wanewith it Hell, it wouldn'
surprise me if some Giovanni elder somewhere knew
how to create Kindred without even resorting to the
Embrace, maybe catch thie soul of o dead man and sl
it back inte his body at the moment of reansiton. Al,
but never mind that — ['m getting away from mysels
The most imporrant thing (s to remermber that, as
Kindred, vou were made. You were Embraced for a
resson. Your soul animates a elmically dead body for a
reason, or, more fikely, a multitnde of reasoms thar just
happen to colncide. My reason for Embracing you isn't
the same reason thar Dieeo asked me w Embmce vou,
which isn't the same reason your mother wanted me to
step forward and suggest it (n the first place, which 1m't
the same reason thar Margarer Milliner wanted w
Embrace you instead of having me do 1. And after all
that, none of those reasons nre the same reascns tha
Cied makes it possible for the whole thing to hoppen to
pegin wirh, Regardless of the 'I'EﬂI"IJFI:'i"I‘:'E!.'I'lr single one of
those purposes, those purposes do exist. That's the best
wity tw look at 1t

The worst way 1o look ar it 15 w consider tharyou
fucked up dyving and came home for more. Weolcome
h‘.’!lﬂli. Hﬂ“' rhl.’\' l.'l!l:i-'ﬂ' [ITE® |"I'|ﬁll'l'1_'."|[

MoRrtAaL RooTs

I'mnon going o pretend w e an expert

ore thus part. Al the shic we're gomg o walk
about happened as moch as two thousand
YEArs apo. That's nert to sty we've hdelen
Kindred in pur midst for two millennia. We've horme
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that distimetion foronly the st thousand yvears, givee or
take, Thut's the reason most of those in the know
believe us o be nu'::*h, 0 T-r-uiucr at the rise of the
burgeoning middle class rowand the end of the Dark
Ages. That's the problem with the other clans; they
overlook the longevity and resources of the mortal
Ciiovanni family, Kindred pride can Blind you o the
et that the kine can and do affect history, Bur | digress.

The tact is thar the Giovanni family first came to
prominence ar the height of the Roman Empire. OF
conrse, weweren't called che Giovannd ac che time. Our
precumsors were known then as the Jovian family, Much
as we Cnovanni would lacer doduring the Crusades, the
Jovians made a nidy profit on the constant wars that
plagued the Empive. The snnals some elder seneschals
keep ar the Mausoleum in Venice even include eargo
mamnitests the Jovian family ransacted nsearly as 31 BC,
when the Jovians shupped supplies to Octavian’s srmies
i norehern Alrea and then, womale aneseea buck or
twi, dermed spres and messages back to Rome for Mark
Antony's side of the war, It wouldn't surprise me if the
|uvians sold the Romons the metal tocrafe thenails they
e Christ ro thee cross with (again, assuming thar
Clrist was real),

And, o tradition the Giovanni continue to
uphold, the Jovians began our practice of merimaney, Of

course, the Black Arr had ver o g s dreadful stigma
during the time of Roman dominance, Ancestor wor

shipwas accepted as part of the natural arder. Emperors
were gods; and most families kepr sorne sore of shrime o
unother n their homes o please the spirits of the
departed, Farmilad responsibility did norend with dearh,
on eithersade of thesudario. It was importanc thar the
duniful lares familiares be venerared and the spiteful
lemures be appeased. In return, the spiris of cur inces

tors blessed the family's endeavors and came wo our pad
m time of need. In particular, the founder of our line was
heelel in the highest esteem. Although his reoe nome i
kost 1o us, with the possible exception of Augustus o
one of the most exacting anzani elders, he became
identified with the deity Dis Pater, pod of the Roman
Underworld, Quire ironic, considering the root of our
name camée from Jove, god of the sky.

Through o combination of the mortal Jovians'
shrewd business acuimen and possible aid from Dis Parer
and the family’s other dearly departed, wealth flowed
it [ovian cofters from all over the Empite. The
tamily earned it wenlth thtough moneylending, mer-
chant ventures, shipping and travel, and even som:
degree of artsanship. You might say that they were vne
af the ariginal ¢onglomertes. OF course, that’s no
exactly true — the imily certainly wasn't o very cen-
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DisPater

Althouseh unknown o many but the eldest of Giovanni Kindred and the mest dedicated studeénts of rhe
family's history, the potent spirit that Giovannd enzianf o the know consider the legacy of dheir family's
progeniton hos wielded greoe power in the Underworld for thousande of years, [n thue time, the spirit calling
tseell Dhis Pacer, or Fatlier Wealth, las suby influenced the living and undead dsscendans of the Jovian family
with varying degrees of success, While the standard Giovanni opinien on spivith is that they're only around o
bie used 1o achicve the family's poals, like any other exploitable resourie, most ongiani — and even Augustiis
Limsell — eear DS Pater with respect. The Necrommncens cite several reasons for this unigue reverende

First, Dis Pater is u being of immense power, both as o potent foree within wraithly society and inctenms of
his own personal pussance, and it's prudent to have such g spiricon your side when many wraichs would be mare
than satistied to see the Necromanceers destroyed. The Gigvannl's veneration and the emotional energy it
seneratesserve togive the powertul gpivito a reason ro intercede onthe elan'sbehalf when one facrian or another
i the Unaderworld dectdes i has had enough of the Kindred, For uges, s charge of diect violption of the Dictiim
Mottraon (the Code of the Depd, which unril recently probubited spivitf fromy Interacting with the lunds of the
bving) levied by someone of Dis Pater's influetce was usually sufficrent to puoan end oo actemgr ap wrnthly
retaliation against the Giovanni, Tondght, given the state of things across the sudarto, no one’ssure of just what
Father Wealth'sreach may be. Just keep in mind thar on more than one nccaston, s Pater hag used its influence
to pull Giovanni far from the fire, And of course, by the same roken, Dis Pater may also use his influence and
might to hanmn those who displease him: The anclentwraith's level 6f power s such that those Giovanni who
make the mistake of showing improper reverence or, worse still, frreverence, rend o suffer grve mistortune
(somietimes cubminatingin their Final Death), As the Giovann well know, o Kindred has no better imcentive
for respest rhan the sense of self-preservacion.

Second, Augustus shows Dis Parer respect Mot that the envre clan s populated by ves-men (though mven
Giiovanni Embracing practices, few Necromangers would deny some tuth in thar), bur racher, this nies into the
respect hased on self-preservation mennoned before: If you distespect someone Aupustus Giiovanni himseld
reveres, you fre indirectly showing your disrespect ol the Antediluvian himsell, Given Augustus' rempermmint
and uhility to hold a grudge, this s nor the way to enjoy a long unlife.

Firully, in the case of the cldest of the Grovanni especially, the reverence of Dis Pater is an ingrained
huhit, It's something the mzidni procticed inthes breathing davs, with the Wenlthy Fathier being veneratiad
ilongside the Christiam saings in the un.iqurl‘p CHovanm observance of Catholicism. In Gigvarmi doema, Dis
Piter is the equivalent of the patron saint of the Giovanni famlly tesel L Although to some modern Giovanni,
even u few in lealy, Carholicism is nothing more than esocial event where family and neighibors spend an
howur or two each week reniewing ties of community, moscof the muinserenm branch of the tamily, ac least,
vhserves o devation thar, while unsettling to many Kmdred outside the family, nonetheless takes o
teverential stante on the Trnity and the agents of God on Earth, passed on o otherwise. The Citholic
Giovanni are raught from an eatly age thar in times of need & member of the Glovann! family may call upon
Dhis Pater for aid and that, if the need is great enough, he will respond — a face that has been borne out for
muny of the anziani elders since becoming Kindred. Having a patron ssint literally come mone'sald isn great
way Lo reinforce a person's, er a Kindred's, reverence.

eralized entity, 3o far as | ean vell. To was Hke any family,
with the individual members domg whar they wanred,
It just so happened that the Jovien fanitly was alse o
prime network, The guy who sold you Venetian sculp

ture slso had o brother who could ger you splees chieaper
thin everyone else paid for them, and rheir cousin
aquirried marhle that would Lok perfect o the Noors of
your new palozzo. They were guildsmen and black
marketeers, talent craftsmen and scurrtlous middle-
men, COne swould fuck your sister and anocher would
whisper of your grievance o the Caesar. They were
everywhere, almost unheard Of {or at lesst ot as promi-

rientas they would soon become) during the last days of
the Senate and suddenly ubiquironus ar the emerpeice ol
the Emprire.

Some of the Jovians, L think, also had to be awimne
of the Kindred, I've mlked w one of the anzani about
whar showed up on a really ald bill of liding as "“rwa
casks, filledwith earth and eebier sunidey material, 1o e
left for eerrleval™ ar Roman pores in Corsica and at the
southem rip of what became Spain, OF course, | can
make no guarantees, but U'm pesonally cerram thar
also, during the Punic Wars that served as the mortal
cover for the Malkavian-Brujuh venderra, any number
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of fleeing or mllying Kindred traveled berween
Carthage and Rome and perhaps hick again aboard
the earliest Jovian privateers, Certainly, some Jovian
was Embraced by one clan or another for her personal
assets. Who knows Maybe even one of the Premascines
— I'll mlk abewt them later — ot the brood-mother of
ane of those Infamous Roman Nosferatu dens was one
of the early Jovian Emhbraces,

Within 200 years — an ironically shore and long
time for Kindred, as you will no doubt find our unless
you meet your Final Death early — this loose cabal of
related mortals became a wealthy and increasingly
close-knit family, serting the precedent for the Giovanni
merchant princes of the coming Renaissance. Obvi-
ously, they weren't everywhere or in everything that
found its wiy to the Empire, bue thar didn't marter.
They were the Kennedys and the Medicis of their time
The Jovians had enough commerce going and enough
contocts o expand it 1o keep their pockers far for
CENIUNes o come.

With that wealth came power. Jovians gained high
offices throughout the Empire, finally culminaring in one
ot the family becoming emperor, Flavius Jovianus, in the
fourth century, The Jovians had been Christinn since it
had been an option, if the almanacsof Ludo Giovanini are
e, Flavius Jovianus became emperor after the death of
Julian the Apostare, once ngain turning the Empire into
a L hnstian naion after Julian's reygn of paganism. Then
again, Julinus Apostaa was the nephew of Constanting
the Grear, who made the empire Christian officially, The
state religion seesawed back and forth berween emperars,
bur that's always the case with the issues in palitics.
Regardless of all this back-and-forth, the Jovians had
vhisen their side years hefore.

But the haleyon days were not 1o last. Flavius Javianus
ruled as emperor for onie fucking year before dying on the
way from the frontier to Constantinople. Yes, be Tad a
Christian burial — 1 believe you can still find the wmb
at the Church of the Apostles there, By the end of the
fourth century, the Empire was already in decline in the
West. Tribws of Germanic harharians threarened o oves-
run Rome, and by the fifth century, it was obvious they
winuld probably succesd. Rome wis éacked rwice prior o
i evennil surtender to Odoucerin AD 476, Both times,
the Jovians weathered the Germans' depredations by
buying thetr longeviry or with aid from their familial
guardians. However, in their moment of greatest need,
the lares familiares deserted them, or worse, nppeared as
bemaires and sdded to thie destruction,

Fortunes FALL

Whar we later learned was that a great storm had
erupted in the Underworld, to coincide with the
Empire's fall. Ar the ume, however, all the Jovians

knew was that the ancestors whom they had venerared
for centurivs had cut and run when their aid was most
i demand, To this ndghe, the Giovanni family no
lomger wsksaid of wraiths, wherher family or atherwise
— mather, they compel it

Fearing far irs safery, the family cut irs losses anu
fled to an island sertlement founded by Roman refugcess
from Arrila the Hun's invasions a quarter century
earhier, After that, 1t was every man for himself foir o
while; but ar the end of the tifth century, 12 of these
island communities decide r band topether under o
council of their representatives, In the bepinning, these
settlements: paid. lip service o the Eastern Roman
Empire, but it wasn't long before the Lombirds walzed
in kicked the shit out of the retiamdder of thie
Roman army in ltaly. And so, more refugees fled o the
safety of the islands of the Vienetin tgaom, increasng
the sectlements’ population: The Jovians, while on the
topes, weren't crushed, however. They adapted 1o the
environment, settling inrolesof leadershap (who dovou
think was on that representative council /) and mercan-
tihsm: Whenever people had a need, the Jovians were
always among the ones to provide.

Now the next couple of conturies were pretty quiet,
by lralisn standards. The Lowbsrd tnvaders and the
Roman forces reached astalemate. The nascent Venice
continued o grow, becoming more influential i the
region, clecting its first doge (the Venetian dialect of
the Latin title dux) in the eady eighth century as o
response o rebellious sentiment engendered by Em-
peror Leo 11 position in the lconoclast movemen 1 he
previous year, The lconoclasts, Leo among them, sis
religions icomosmaphy as sinful, becawse mun had no
right to represent Gl as fileered theough his own fechle
senses, The lconodules, om the other hamd, saw no
problem with representations of God, reasoning that by
virtue of the Incamation, God was man, end therefore
it was no big heresy o represent him graphically
Needless to say, this was the relisious hot button of the
century, with conodules clalming that the iconoc e
wiere TL'plﬂ.Cing Lages of the ;;Iun, af God with -
ments to their own vanity (read 4 biography of
Constantine V sometime ), while the fconoe lasts maln-
twined thar God's glory was God's glory and ir's His
decision how to reveal i The whole situation wasn't
particularly new; the question had been mised since the
first stick figure that someone wrote "God” inder had
surfaced five seconds after the Word wis spoken, but
you know how ciisy it is to fire ups the sealos on eicher
side of an tssue.

Shur the fuck up; this all has a point. From chst
argurment, the Glovanni family emerged, complete wirh
its modern sumame, as @ prominent power within the
newly formed stae. Divorcing themselves from the
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teferences o love, sod of the sky, the tew Glovannl
reinventod them identities in o new Italisn {os opposed
to Ruman eortext, Thissatisfied the iconoclist Tenv s
Chipvanm in thar they no loneer ok "Ged" as tlyeir
surmame, and satistied the iconodules in the family by
removing the issue fram debare almgerher, Don't think
thiae the concern was any less among the former Joviang
thun it was among the rese of Chrlsdaniey. One of the
Giawanni iconoclast’s sirongest proponents, Plero
Giiowanm, wiate two dogmatic treatises on the subject,
praceically screaming that, "We cunnor be godly §f we
¢laten to be god when introductions are made.” | hope
thar he's sertled down now that he's dead.

No Rest For THE WICKED

Afrer the resolution of that particulor hysterta,
thimges calmed down... unal Chardemagne cime onto
the scene.

See, ar the end of the cighth century, the Lombard
kirz Desiderivs decided tostick his nose intoa dynastic
dispure smong the Franks. Al this succeeded in doing
was pisstoge off the guy who canue out on top of the
dispure, Uharlemagne, and convincing him to head
south to kick some Lombard ass. Which he did.
Charlemagne defeited the Lombands ar their eapital of
Mavin (south of Milan) in 774 In o very generous
geesture, Charlemagne divided the conguered londs with
Fope Adran in Rome, creaning the Papal States. Such
generasity, and probably no small amount of coercion,
mduced the Pope o name Charlemame's som Pepin
King of ltaly m 787, This 15 where Venice, and by
extiension the Chiovanng, become invialyed,

Ar the tum of the nimth century, Oberleno depli
Antinor, Fhuem ]}ugv at "'."':'nlrnl. kh‘l||k‘]'||1.r commmitted
Vierice 1o the Frmbkash empre — which by thon hwd
been dubbed the Holy Roman Empire — in an effore o
strenathen fus very tenuous omsp on power, fearing:a
conp Hlee the-one he Kimsell had engineered o put
il i chirpe of Venice: By thar tine, Charlomagne
was seekime ro consolidate hispower in Northern Lealy by
chipping away arareas like.oh, lecssay Vernuce, thacweres
tustorically subject to the rule of the Esstern Roman
Bmpare. Then, when his posinon had become even less
wenahle, the Dioge invited Charlemapne'sson, King Pepin,
to send on army up from Ravenna o ocoupy Venice.

Oreerthrowing the inept Dope, the communitivs
of Viemice set aside their differences and formed o
common defense. At thesouthern end of the Vienetian
lngaon, the communities of Chiogeia and Palestrina
fell yuickly to the advance of Pepin's army in the
spring of 810, followed soon attec by Grado and Jesolo
ar the narthem énd of the lagoon. Then, however,
Pepitn was stymied by che ciry’s warery defenses: The
Giovanniwere ane of the patriot families 1'n:='s|1u|'|ei'rl1|u

tor hoving all channel markers and buoys removed,
making the shallow lagoon a hiszardous maze of hidden
showls and swift currents impenctrable w the lalisn
king's fovy. In shore, it was o g "fuck vou” o the
dynusty that Venlez had long soueht wo remuin inde-
pendent ol 1 think we should wse that tactic agaln
cametine —ormaybe remove all the lane markers and
directional dividers from the hiohways apnd thorough.
fares when e becomes pradent. But ehat's neither lieee
o there T ean't think of wo many times invading
armics have thresrened Boswon or Vendee in the past
30 years, It's still 5 great idea, though,

Anyway, Pepin's army spent six months comped
orl the mainland, where they spfleted bous of de-
bilitanng summer fevers, harsssing netacks by the
Venetians and constant ramors of a Byzantine {leet
on itsway ro support the ety In the end, Pepin nnd
his army withdrew, with only a token agreement by
Venlee to pay annual tribute to show for rheir
efforrs. King Pepin died a few weeks later, and his
tather Churlemapne gave up his ambitions of con-
guering Yenive. That's what you ger when you fuck
with the Giovanm

More imporeant than the milicary vicrory, though,
the compaign served to forpe o sense of communiry
among rhe Venerians thar defined them for the next
thousand years. Thesiepe was also responsible for mov-
ing the Venetan capital from s original Jocation on
the barrer iskangd of Malamocea woa beer defended
oroup of islands near the center of the lagoon, an orea
known as Reg Alto, or more commaondy Bl Many
Venetun families, mcluding the Govanni, moved o
Rialto for the protection provided by the mreacherous
‘-'-1'|:'J|.|:LJW£ that Jl‘l'l.' berween it and the Jn'.'.'li'le_- Porcis.
Evenatrer rthe siegewas broken, the capural remvaimed at
Rialtoy, as did the Giovann, The area ot Rinlwo soon
became the metropolitan center of the lngoon, the oy
known ronighe ns Venice. "Riolto” even remmns the
mame of the commercial center surrounding the oldest
bridee across Venice's Grand Canal,

For the nest few contunes, Venlce continoed o
prow, becoming the dominant maritime power on the
Adriaric Sen. The Giovanni took advaneape of (he
apportunities afforded to them by their location, teir
position and their wraithly benefactors and reestah-
lished themselves as the wealthy leirs to the lesney the
Jovitains hiad left behind. Tewa ar this time thie we come
to the arrention of the Cappadocian clan of Kindred.
Many of thewr members were obsessed with death, and
several led ruhilistic heresien, ted from the dead o
maintatned elaborate (o the time) laborstonies where
they pondered the mysteries of life and death, Some also
msde thiie havens in the monusterics of Evrope and
Morhern Afvica. Thiewe interest in depth was different
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. of the While the
Cappadocians may hivve been conremplative in narre,
l';1-.'1r|'u1-.-|. IE DVEeY |1||.' -iq.'.lli W H..{II‘.H'I'I_,!I"!.. :|r._| o sl
all '-|'|||1||.-!]. It was almios |||L'-|I-|Ir-. gite o e Glovannid
while we venerared the souls of the dead, the

Clappadocians could  mamipulate corpses il fester
deadly disease

o

*

frowry thaot Ciovanni, howsver

Ohur abitlity with nigymancy intnigued these Kin-
dred, especially their founder, if the old tales are to he
helieved. Although the Cappadocians werewe!| versed
in thanatology and had developed o necromantic
power giving them mastery over physical (lenth, they
new Hole sbour what happened to the souls of those
whao die. It wis thedr elder’s hope that the Giovanni
might reveal these lost Roman secrets to them
which | guess, It way, wo did.

THEBIRTHOF
CrLAN GIOVANNI

I 1005, the elder of the Cappadecian clan himsel!
Embraced Avgustus Giovanni, then and forever alter
the patriasch of the Giovanni family, in the depths of
the Cappadocian temple at Mount Ercivesin Turkey
Tj‘:l'l‘c'h' wirness theevent wers n {'u[||-!,-_=g|1 thie Ancient's

L'i‘l"-‘f Tl"-hﬁr\. I|.1F‘|‘:1.‘t|.! ang] T MAEATICNT, wlhin ||'||] |‘-1|||
argued against bringing the Giovanni into the
Cappadocian fold,

Fuck them all. They're dead now

This wasn't (L85 A1 Embrace of AP aned cir
cumstance, though, Thes wis the moment that the
Cappodocians doomed themselves and the exacr
moment Augustus Giovanni modea deal with the
[evil hinself,

P“I. different tellings of the st 10 the leader of the
Cappadociuns had long before been driver mad with
thie 1RL'E_1_'|I af 11'|||:--1r||, ar achieved ann almose
ssltitlystate oftranscenden ce, Me, | believe thic he was
hug-fucking-nuts, which was probably why laphedh ind
Comgtanciaopposed him, They could see thar Augusnas'
heart was black a3 sin and o5 greedy as the merchane
lnmilics dhae had been bis ancestom from a millenntuin
ago. Somewhere hetore the Giovanni beeame pare of
rhe fold, o cubul of rhese Cuppudocians, the elder
nelded, por the ides in their head rhar they could
atone for the Curse of Caine by riddiae the wonrlid of its
cause. Mo, they didn't want o destroy the tace of
Kitwlred . Well, muybe some did, but thar's beside the
parint. Moy these lunarics decided than removing the
CRALIEL ‘.":: 'J“lt'i' “.1| s .||'\.L} 'l-'_' nexi '\|||_‘l" ||'!| {l'i.'”' M
undead evolurion. They wanted to diablerize Ged
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P oot makiog chas ape G throagh the libeary of
any Chiovanni who has any knowledge ac all of the
principles of necremancy and you'll find the works of
some of these Coappadocians on their shelves Read
them, ond s frighteningly simple — these
motherfuckers though thar by killing God, they could
become gods. Remember all that shit | was talking about
betore! About the Bible and the Critire mwth beting
metaphors! Andabeut how stupid fucking Kindred take
it all liverally! Well, the Cappadocians were no berrer
thian their peers. For all the time theyspent inmonastic
study andat the tesrof the philosophersof the sges, they
were too damn stupid to figure our thae when their
scrolls of thanarology mentiomed “mastery of life and
death," they were talking about power over dhe spiriti.
“Lifis bevond life” wosn't the sume erermal life pramised
by e Word: the "other world"” wasn't Heaven ar Hell
and neither was “the home of the spiril M thieirsearch
for answers as to whar the state of death sctually was,
they unenrthed o few primitive and Mok necromant i
rituals. I cheir own vase sophistication and wisdom,
they thoughe that the prmitive sorcerers who wrote the
riruals they found couldn’t possibly be soadvanced as o
use artistic lonpuage. 11 told you 1 was “rich beyond
vour wildest dreames,” dooyou really thaek I'd mesn
liternlly thar | had more money than vour mind could
possibly comprehend? Well, that's what these
Cappadocions thoughr, and 1 guess char's why they were
il serewed im0 the head, They thoughe they found the
Big Answer and (t was now just a mateer of Asking the
Right uestion.

I away, it's prevey tragic. I'm demeaning them, but
that's onby because cruelty so easily becomes humor to
our kind. In thi sime smount of time it wok them o
dowrny thew own futures they resigned themselves for-
ever to fallure, Even if we didn't come along and do the
warld the favor of raking them off the face of the Earth,
they would have forever been plaguimg the world with
thetr skevwed indestanding, Just magine fyou grew up
thibnkinge "Tlue" was “red," how fucked up weould you be?
Dkay, now apply that to the fundamental perception of
your lite or unlife inscead of vour wardrobe or cor-choice
eolor. Sad. Maybe I'm missing a vital part of how this
could reveal the Cappadocians’ true natures as the
saintly insread of the deranged, bur that’s whar makes
me believe sustrongly that they were out of theirminds.

Tos et buck to the ste u hand, the Cappadocians
wanted to Embrace the Giovanni to learn their secrets
ot nigrimancy. The Glovanni, of course, winted to ger
:-':':I'Il.i.'rilin}l ok of the tl{?.—ll themselves.

And that was where we got fucked.

I said that the Cappadociang were crazy, but |
didn't say they were stupad, They figured that ne one
in their right mind would jump at the "chance” w

become undeall. So, as you might guess, they candy

coared the whole thing. Erernal life! Power untold!
Erernity free from disease sl decrepitude! The whole
line of bullshit you hear from neonates who haven't
yeer come ro grips with what they are and sweet-talkers
looking ro Embrace their girlfriends, OF course, they
Jidn't mention the dependency on bload, the fucr thar
Auguscus and his brood would never aguin be ahle to
kee the sun, or, oh, the simple cavear thar you have to
die to become a Cappadacian.

To his eredit, thoueh, Mumustus wus fiot 2 man
whowent off halt-cocked. Youdon't become parriarch
of a merchant fumily by being a moron, Augustus had
spoken with Kindred before — he had even enter-
rained offers from the Ventmoe and o German
Taoreador to do precisely what the Cappadocians were
mrying o convinee him to do. But Augustus, damn his
soul, knew whiat ro look for in o potential sire. His
driving goals in the armangement were power and. ..
well, apportuniey, Augustus didn't forever wane to be
ned into the preswation games of the Venrrie and
Tareador, and he certamby dida" want to be broughi
inro the night with weak blood, even (f he didn's fully
utdersturd the concepr of generation ur the time, He
knew about die downside of becoming Kindred wnd
waswillingtoaceept irso long as he found a little room
te mineuver atter the Embrace, The Cappadiocians,
deluded, prececupled and not the lease bir worldly,
gave him evérything the Venrue snd Toreador
couldn't —the power of o Methuselish irad the ¢lianee
to parlay thatpower, however ereacherously, tntna big
fucking promotion for himself and his bloodline.

The heads of the Giovinni family debared i for
probably the berter part ofa year. Remember, though
thar this was the beginning of the |lth cenmry, i
was the end of the Dark Apes and the beginning of
the Age of Falth. Onee they looked past the initial
shock of horrar ur kicking around the idea of becom-
ingwvimpires uncil the end of tme, the tamily's elders
saw nothing wrong with creating o pacr with the
creatures of the night, In the modern nights, if you
gathered your family around you and said, “Wife, son:
['ve been thinking it over, and we should probably
become blood-sucking predators of the mgho i order
ter ik imiize the return on the family investments,”
they'd run over to the neighbor’s house so they could
get athird signarure on the form to have youcommir
ted to s mental hospital. Then, though, m less cynical
times, taking this Devil's deal was the height of
pragmutism. Deurh magic bud long been pracriced by
the family in the form of ancestor worship — thisnew
development certminly couldn't bure, In facr, the
elders reasoned, mlght well 1‘l|||'|._u| the Ghovanmi
closer to thelr ancestor-spirits, Dis Pater and the lares
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familiares approved, having the same sense of value
that many of the Giovanni patresfamilias did, They
planned some lopistics—obviously, not everyone in
the family would be Embraced, because apparently
thut was torhidden, and the Giovanni brood would be
so new to the whole thing thar they would have ro
bide rheir time and leamn the nature of their undead
existences. Besides, Kindred apparently could nor
create mortal issue, and the family needed o con
rinke to prow.

One fell swoop: fate sealed. At the Ercives mountain
temple, Augustus let the Cappadocians do the deed.

The whole affair wasn'twithout its petty betray-
als, though. Asl said before, Consmanciaand Japheth
didn'tagree with theirelder's decision, As the elder
Cappadocian bled into o vessel and instructed his
Frugony o pass thut Blood th rmu;:h the uxﬁﬁl‘:gu[nﬂnﬂ
Augustus, Constancia and Japhech kept a bit of tha
virae in order to hold a |'l'rl of [rower aver the other
two HIIHJII"-' The |:'-|m |k! E"F”‘r'lLEL'I_I H SOTCETDS COny-
nection to the elder as well as Augustus once they
turned him.,

In the modemn nights, this shit doesn't work
anymaore, and | can only guess why, Upon the Em
brace, you have to receive blood diructl'_.' from the
site. You can't just catry around a sealed container
of blood and pour it mto o dead guy's mouth o
create insta-Kindred. But perhaps it was the fuct
thar mysricism hadn't vanished completely from

ANOTHER THEGRY

The Giovanni's painful Kiss is sometimes
known as the Curse of Lamita, to cermain leamed or
conspiratonial Kindeed, During the Gigvanni purge
of the Cappadocian clan, Auguitus himself
diahlerized the leader of a cult of Cappadocians
krown as Lamin, Lamia’s powers reportedly ine
¢luded the ability to foster disease, to coughfarth
a cloud of mephitic vapor, and to ranstorm: her
Kiss into an agonizing bite.

According toone account of the puree, Lamin
used rthe last of her mystic powers to curse
Augustusas he commitred Amaranth upon her,
Highﬂng him and his dssue o cause o simifar
agony whenever they fed. [f this is trse, it wasa
grand act of defiunce: Skeptics, however, remain
unconvinced. Could this secrer culrise have -
bared such power to afflicr an entire bloodline
with her spite! And Lamia reporedly fell in the
carly 1 Bth century, burticconntsof the Giovanni's
painful Kiss have exisved os far baclk ax thie first
cenrury after thewr Embrace.

Axwithen nny other miysteries of the rice of
Caine, thewisrld My never know.
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the world ar that point, or the elder Cappadoctan's
Blood was so potent that the rules didn't apply
Whatever, it worked hack then, Now, when the
whole of Kindred sociery hides from morrals instead
of terrifying them at night, and the mose putssant
Yelder” you're likely to meet in Americn s nine stepe
descended from rthe mythical Caine, this seems
K |th| II|'~-:iI':i I TO LM MY OWn argliments dga T84k
e, metaphorical, Bat it's nor.

Yousew, Japheth und Constuncia bid their masrer's
Blocd sway, Constancis prepared a clay jar and sealed
the vitae within with Peeswax 1.l.'|'i||::' j.|l~|1|_r1 h -|1-|l.kc1_= A
CHEse ovieT the jar, which 5 now l'.nnu.':.'l as [lu_- True
Vessel Tn fact, some Kindred historians speculare that
pur own glan's: wepkness came from that curse, that
Japherhs wished o the mormalsupon whom we Giiovano
feed 1o feel the same burning agony he and Consrancin
and the rest of the Cappadocians felr ar their elder’s
decision nor only to Embrace us, but o share his own
powerful virae with us. [nany event, while the Giovanm
diddn't krows ahout i, this True Vessel held immense
piwer — pawer that could be used apainst us because of
itsunloly comnection to us. Itwas the blood of berrayal,
T|||.' ViTa T.F.lllT |I| “.'ll:'rll TF'H."' t_..-'lF"!\;[I_‘IHI: N I'_I__!I-|

THE PREMASCINES

Some smartass made up the word " Prenuscine” ns o
inke and iwstuck. Ie's from “pre.” meaning “before,” and
"masea,” mennimg “hite Belore the bires Betore
Auzistus Pt the bite on the ( .:lllll.],-ill'u fars. Dol

Anyway, despite the word tor them being sircastic,
auite a few Giovanni Kindred were Embroced before
the Giovann were themselves a elan, Claudius
Lriovatm, for example, was the childe of Aupustus
before Aupustus claimed Fis sire's Blood. You'll no
doubt hear of Ambroging Giovinni ot some point tn
vour undife, who, in addition o having the dubious
bemor of betng perhaps the most selt-interested hick in
an entire clon of selfanterested fucks, has all but gone
rog, purting bis own desires before the well being of
hiis fellaws, Sore, hid'sstill welcome nt the dinner talile,
bur thar's only because whoever's hosting him would
like soame ideaof whar he'sup to, ifonly to protect herself
from humeand mavbe divert him toward a rival. A fow
more Ciovann Cappadecians must stll be aut there
and-uetive, tod:

MNot every lremascine agreed with Augusne’ degi-
gt to take the mantle of clan status LA himseli,
however. Just assome Jovians siood oneithorside of the
lconoc st heresy, so did some Giovanni Cappadocians
stanil on the ather side of Augustus' Blutant bid for
supremucy, [n the modem nights, they're only whis
pered about, but you can be certain they're out there.
Nothing kills a Kindred except another Kindred, and
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these venerable monsters had the good sense 1o 2o 1o
ground betore their personal issues of dissent became
bital for them.

some are rumored to have taken refuge (n the
canals of Venice. They supposedly make their hivens
beneath the surface of the witer, Grnted, 've never
seen one, no one | konow has, bot ewo of your cugmis,
Lupo and Givseppe, swear that they're down there.
Personally, I'm more than happy 1o keep them as
rumors, Think abour it— they're an least four cen -
ries ald, they'e bitrer :'h-r||g|1 ror harve |'|L:1LL],_;}|1I “Tr's
better to hang out beneath the water for hundreds of
years than w see the family anymore,” and wharever
they've been doing down there fior those hundreds of
years, you just knome it can't be pleasant., The very idea
seintes the shic out of me, and U've seen shit that would
trn you paler than you already are. Now, yvou know
that ronieht's Venice 1= butlt on the mins of old
Venice, right! That every year, the water mble rises
fust o bt hogher o che O Wooeld? Well, thas where
they make their havens, i the submerged old city, i
youl ever have a chance ro eravel to the Miwsolewn,
yona might even find o well on one of the higher crypr
Mlowirs. Throw a permny or stone in there, and you'll hear
the plimk of i splashing into the water. See where I'im
headed wirh this? Somewher e, somel u|‘]' mong the
anztan( thinks it's 4 good {dea ro muybe keep the lanes

of communication open, Why else would a portal t
the Premuscmes” lair have been buile in the family's
o haven?

Rumarsabound of other Premascines as well, One
of the crazy Mexicans somebody Embraced wfostera
New T"."nr‘id connection many years ago has been
talking ubout s cule of very old, very hastlle Giovanni
known s the Harbingers of Skulls. Word (s that these
“Harbinpers” have all been driven mad by vengeful-
ness or neglect, huyving originally seruck out on their
awn without mnyone knowing shit abour it Other
ramaory abour the Hurhinpers include your standard
hartery of Kindeed paranoi — thar they've jolned the
Sabbat, thar they're the Tierof the "old clan™ (which
| guess s supposed to mean that they're Cappadocians
and therefore bona fide Premascines), that they're the
taols of some Antediluvian (Hello? We ko our
Antediluvian), or thne they're ghiosts glven physical
torm: Whatever the case. they' e always angry as fuck.
| haven't heard much about them outside of South and
Cenrral America, That's whar leads me to believe that
they're u brood that followed che Eindred ro the New
Waeld during the Age of Explotarion, und subse-
guently vaniched atter losing contact. Seill, if that was
the case, they'd probahly be on hetter terms with the
Pisanoh — the Mexican Gipvanni — but that doesn's
seerm to hald true: | have i‘ll:JrL'L ]um-u-'u,--.:;', that some

Coasmoan: Gty




very powerful Kindred rhat arhers elaim are Harbin-
s have heen active in the Far Bast and Asin Miner,
even moving into Egypt at one point or anocher.
Murtino della Passaglia's sire was reportedly done i by
une of the "old clan” or a Harkinger, depending upon
who tills you the st iry, ird Ambroging’s been strange
bedfillows with o Harbinger numed Unre. This is
another case not unlike the aquatic Venctian
Fremascines, They're fucking old. They're scary, They
hi!l‘i.‘ LRI R EL foar |'-:.'|IL1,! !h . ‘:I._I||,' vy I.Tmn |i11-_11|1.

sorey- | went off an a b of 2 mngent there. Still,
thiiswus when the biggestschism in the clan wok place,
righe at the family's Embrace, Back when you could see
the blood in Aupustus” eyves. Unlike most other olans’
ntra-blood disputes; this one neverreally threaténed 1o
cripple the clan. Few enough otusexisted arche rime taor
this to be n huge deplogienl divide, and: fewer: srill
supported those radical fringes that sdvocnted leaving
the tald in the weke of the new porential becoming
Kinudred offered os.

TOWARD

THF RENAISSANCE -
IN Two FormMs

Adter the Becoming, Giovannl Bistwry once apirin
grows qulet for g few hundred vears, Thiswas o period in
which the family was simultaneously conducting twu
calculated risks, First, not long after the Giovanni
hecame Kindreed, the Fst Crusade oceurred at the
hehest of Mope Urban 11, followed by asabsequent series
at vther Crusades. This provided numerous opportuni-
ties for the Glovannit, | can honestly say thar without
the healthy daose of ;_,'-..ul-umﬁ['.uihil.!ru.'.'n'.l ental Lutred
forhis fellow man, the Giovann! wouldint be what we
are tanight.

Uktensibly, the Crusades took place to rum back
the tde of heathens, intidels, hererics, satans, Turksand
ather human derrivss, Under the banner of “convert-
ing" these mongrel elements, war was waged, and
r||l'|.-ml.|||. at thiu

Hew did this help the Giovannd?

Firsr, despive my modern and apologetic opinion of
the whole affair, the Crsades were a holy war, The
Chiovanmi, always devout in their unique fishion, had
evolved from their Koman religion to the universal
Catholicism of Westermn Europe, Say what you want
ahout the proctices we indertake, but we ktiow thine
wie reCicd s pc|.1|:] eattheend ol the nighl:, This hubi,ru:ar
was a chance to prove our righteousness to the world
and o God Himselt. Much like the Joviane' ships
brought Romon troops to northern Africa, the

Giovanni's ships carried plutoons of holy knighrs o the
Levant, Also, a few Giovanni fought on the front lines
ot the contlicr itselt. Cosimo Abniz=i, o phou! whio was
Embriced on the field of bartle, rode ro Jerusalem with
Baldwin of Edessa, who was crowned king: Cosimo
("the Faithful™) romed againse Baldwin on che trip.
knowing that Baldwin's coronanen woold mnke Jerusa.
lem o feudal state mstead of Archbishop Damberr of
Pisa's vision of Jerusalem os a church state. That's an
important poing — regardless of some of the finonesl
benehits the Giovanni reaped during the Crosades, their
taith lay with the Church: Obviouwsly, Archbishop
[atmbert’s desires didn't come ro fruinien and the
Gilovanni lent their support 1o the wrong player, bur
there's no better outcome than failute for what becomes
noroortyred cavse. Mavbe vour own fudlure (or a8 06
Cosimo's case, death by burning) isn't pragmaric for
youy, hut it serves a grear mllying pomt for those who
beligve i your cause.

Next, ler's be hionest, the Giovianni made rremen-
dis profit from the Crusades. Armies require supplics,
many of which were alae provided by Giovanni mier-
chunes, and alsoshipped on thise same Giovann) vissels
thar carried Crusaders to the Holy Lund. The Gisvanni
ilso rerumed fallen pilprims w0 their homes... for o
price... and fermed communications back and foeth
between the Popes and the field marshuls. Even the
bartlefields themselves offered finuncial gain for
Covanm scavenprers: Afrer bartles, the Blood-soaked
tields were ofven found lictered with severed fingers
the aftermiath of those who cur the dipits from the dead
in order 1o more easily remove the mngs from their
liteless horeds. When the Crusades hud run their course
by the late L4ch century (ves, other Crusades vecvmmedd
nfrier thiat, but by then the Giovanni had already mnde
aplace tor themselves), the alrendy nppreciable Giovanni
coffers hod swelled o us much as 10 10 15 times their
previous value. Thar doesn't mean as much now, in the
modern nights with their svernight Intemet million-
nines, but consider the vilue then. 10 offéeed to increase
pour wealth by o order of fucking mugnitude just
because the Palestimans hate the Jews, would you pass
up the offer!

Finally, and most impertant for the time, all the
Uiovanni help with the Crosades mide for a sympa-
theeric ully in Rome and the Vatican, I'm nor going
to suggest that we had rhe Church under our thumb
— realpolitik docsn't work like thar and besides, the
lew Liwombra, Ventrue and Toreudor cruwling
theough the clérgy would never have allowed thar o
happen. Rather, the Pope gave his blessing to the
Glovanni family. While our goals were different,
they at least coincided on matters of faith and on
the desire o keep the city-states free from unilateral
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feudal rule. When the three greatest wielders of
political power were the rich, the aristocracy and
the Chiurch, you're dome preory well iF you can put
EWU T YOE Corner,

THmwasGrow Ucey

[t wns riphe abour this time, at the dawny of e
Renstsance, thie the Giovann as the world now kpnows
thern emerged.

[ ehvink voo know whiere I'm headed wich dhls, With
all the money the Crusades brought iy the Giovannt
fonanel themselves at a level of combort far |'>r.1;|. ind iy
al the other merchant families, and, indeed, many
Euwopean smstocrrs, Rot ser in, and quickly. The
Citovanm had chenr every pleasure and whim catered o
—so, toexperence anything new, they hod w rum
pasTimes the rest of the world found . wel), Tet's J TS sy
that many Giovianm chose toodo what most others
wouldn'r dream of doine.

Like mony nobles and wealthy families; the
Gaovanm had long been very seleerive abour who they
sccepted mta thew family ranks. In many coses; cousine
weere married o ench other 1o keep the blood from
becomme dituted. Asthe rot spread through the family,
however, “keeping the blood pure” became s mere front
tor whatever sexunl msce struck the whim of o given
Chovamni. Now, not all Giovanni are incestuous —
thot would have withered the I.|[m|'§- vor vl wds e
vegetables long ago. Bub many Giovann find them-
selves cruving the comtorisof their fellows, Sisters have
bome their brother's children, ancles have spawned
new lines of the family with their nieces, and mothers
hove doted anhealthfully on theer fintle boys. o faer,
puttingaside the social impropriery of the whole fucking
miess, okt Cliovannt afford o perverse scaous o tlose
who don'e stray from the family tines: Youo'll hear much
ralk of “sinale-Mlooded” Grovonni and their supposed
supenerity over the “double-blooded.” In fact, that's
why T wgreed o sive v — you wree the child of vour
mother and her tather, and thar makes yvou simple
blooded. and thus a “fovored” member of the fmily,
miih w My oW S3tedIn

The tastes of thie Giovinni didn't simply confine
themselves o kissing consing and the like from the
nighrs of the Renaséance to how, thoughs o foct, the
Giivwamni haad grown s faded loa few <laset vears thn
almost ooy il behavior that you could conceive af had
some enthusiast within the fimily ranks. Shit-caress,
rapists, doug fiends, pedophiles, whacksjob religions
cultists, fags, dykes, horse-fuckers, fenshises, murderens,
annd deviants of ull fucking stripes — yon wint e, you
got "em. Even nigrimaney Iesell underwent [ts oy Fe-
[ H EES RN ll"!llf't\, I"'II.'I\:i'll_l'\l'l_' O I.'In]',.' Wi I‘h;_ -|P|'|—"_'§ i'l{'l_ng
Uealt with, the necromancers thoughe it wos fun tostick

l'].'l.i!ir l!iﬁkﬁ it IlL' l.'“rp-"{“" LIFL ULL -1 ll]’-“ lll‘-h] e, 'l""'hll ] 1
of course angered the spern that used to resicle in those
biad fes, minkdng them easier to compel,

THrHEHAZAR s Diany

Toward the end of the 17th centuey, our knowledae
af the Black Art had the parenmial ro propress even
further when Claudius Giovanmi, Augustusright -l
Kindred, rumed up references o something known a5
the Khaze™s Diary while studvioe in Belgrade, Accord
ing to the handful of papers Clawdius tound, this diary
contuined nformation chat would trmsform our know |-
edee of nigimmoney from ancestor worship ond
skill-fucking inte somerhing rhat we could use o
change the world glohally.

For s long time, the Giovanm had supporred the
idea that if they could only returmn to the mights when
the spiriti could easily affecr the world, their power
would grow, 1t's simple logic — rhe Giovanni are the
onby Kindred (well, the only Kindred of consequence |
tpractice the Black At and if the subjects of that ar
could umiversally increase in power, so would our own
power mcrease by extenston. This desire to rear down
the swdavio is known as the scarch for the Endless
Might, wherehy the dead and the Living would shisre
the same plane of esistence or somethmg. P'm oo
demeaning 1o 1t jusca bivesprenc for me. Believe me,
if 1t was easter to force an mvisible ghosy i the
conference ooms of investmene firms, law partner-
ships, coiftttooms, senator's bedohambers and, well,
anywhiere “inslder informarion” elther ocours ar 15
discussed, we'id e o hell of a lot more influential than
wealteady wre, I tact, we might not even need raliide
Feomn the world ar wll st chan painr. .

Bur again, I'm wandenng away from my sopic

Claudiue turns thisshealof notes over to Awoustus,
wha tells him that he's séen a copy of this crazy Jew's
diary ot the Cappadocian temple in Turkey. The
dutiful son, Claudius, goes to mfle the temple, which
kind of coincides with something else that was going
o el I valle abotr 00 ovinure. Ay, Claadi
ongd hs recovery porry sick the place, taking every:
thing of value and burning the rest, Seme specalation
supvesrs thut Claudivs wechied it out of frastration
over tot Hnding the diary. Orcher Giovanni think
Claudive found rthe book, but didn't want to b i
over to Augustus, so he faked the "absenee” of the
hack and bumed che temple so no one could o bock
arud find it missing laver. Seill others suspecr thar
Clandius was faithtul, found the Khazar's Diary and
presented it 1o Augustus, who kept the whole thing
LtL:IIL'l. L q'lu. Bipe timee to .f-tud';' the t‘hing

Here's where things et fucked ups The Capuchin
shiows up arthe Maosoleum — he'sone of those periph-
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eral "other” necromancers thut have 2o lictle o offer

-wsually. Nobody knows whar the Capuchin's deal
Capuchin branch of

5. He's 9 powerful member of the
the Fronciscime, ind part of the group connecting the
Chiowann tothe Church, Whetherormot he's Glovanni,
| lurwe ns idess, but he's gor an offer. He'll fade some of
his influence inthe Church for training in necromancy,
Aupustus takes the deal, seeing an opportunity to go
theoueh the Vadcan's enormous vault of confisenred

books and documenes and maybe ger to the bottom of

this Khazar's Diary ching and push forward the quest for
the Endless Mgl

FMumbing the secret Vitican hibrary, Augustus comes
actisks i plece of Japheth Cappadociug’ journal that juse
happens o have s ghost bound o ic That's commoen
]"m-.:rll. eamong necromancers and other sorcererss bind-

I STt fo their grimenmes i order to l'.l:‘l:'p Pryang eves

I'1'r1n-_l|5cm1m'|"lh4.:r‘-t* rets, Well, thispuissant guard-
ian wraith 15 norhing compared o Augustus'
wecromantic shillties, so he overpowers the thing and
lorees it vo tell hinm abour anything Jupheth kepr secret,
Lk, by thue location of @ Khazar's Dhiary, or .llwl.him.[
like that

Sure, the wraith says. |apherh had hidden a power-
ful arcifact ot the Ercives remple.

WhaT IsTHE ENpLESss NiGHT !

The texe of the Khazar's Di.ur':_-' 1 Timdred]
conuun a riewal thar will allow the boundaries
between che physical world and the Underworld o
Be erased. The timal, according o those with
knowledie, reguires thesouls of 100,000,000 de
parred individusls o ennce

The Ghovanni have numerous different plﬂ.nﬁ
tor gather these souls. Nectomuney is the most
funcrional, bue the Vemetians also Fave the n]:rl]h?
ti plan in rh-. lone term —we don't gather money
just foi the comfbort of it Y s nice o hﬂ\-'q. AT
Ben: and o score of silk sults every season, but
parnering wealth s also practical. Given enough
maney ond influence, vhe Gilbvannd can srash the
global econumy. As nations crumble onder
Giovanni-applied embargoes and sinérions, chags
redgns, Notions starve, Riors rage. War breaks out.
Peaple die. One more soul ndded fo the scockpile
gach clie thar Bappens.

Selfish? Sure — but we'd be stupid to' play the
Iyhad for anyone other than ourselves.

MNeedless 1o say, 100,000,000 souls 15 no small
marrer, Soll, the Giovannt have forever to as:

serilile thetr resources.. ..
[t's going to be wonderiul 1o have God as
s nelghbor.

Uy really, suys Avgustus. And whiat was thao! The
temple’s been descroyed, afterull, so what could Claudius
have possibly missed duning his search!

The True Vessel, says the wrmth,

Claudias met his Final Death one night Later.

ErmisatinatHe THREAD

Augustus diablevized the founder of the
Cuppadocian clun in 1444, elevating himseli to the
Third Generarion and splitting the Cappadocian clan
into two distingt entitles, On one side were the origing
Cappadocians, who were wo fractious, superstitiongs
and passive, frankly, o have seen Augustus' reachery
coming or to do anything abour it. On the other side of
thee split was the Giovanni family, which had swelled to
such mortal numbers as w be 3 significint force in
Kinudred Sociery.

Natyre, of conrse, abhors the Kindred, and Cladios
and Ambrogine convinced Augustus that to deal with
the threst posed by the remaining Cappadocians,
something had to be done. Within a few shore decudes
after Clon Cappadocian became Clan Giovannl, the
other clant had taken to calling the Necromancers
"Devil Kindred,” not only for the diablerie of the
C;I.l‘l]"'ilrdui.'ill.n fL'H.lL‘lijL'i‘. h'ul for their |=:~n-lh;1.r1--.:1.1.':v[1,'
pastimes. Rarher rhan sce the other Kindred unite
against them, the Giovanni agreed to remain forever
outside of Kindred affairs, Known as the Promise of
1328, this agreement, | chink, was aneffort on the part
of the Camarilla to shut down another Anurch Revolr
befre it could happen. By muking the Giovanni
essentially apolitical outsiders, they would {salare the
Venetian family and its undead population from the
other Kmdred. While the Anarch Revolt grew wround
frustrated fledelings’ resentment of their elders, the
"Devil Kindred problem” was, as the nascent Camarilla
portrayed it, a clan wor,

Thart's ane of the blackest stains on the so-called
himor of the Camarilla — they pretend o be o genteel
soCieTy, aquiet congregation of monscars oo civilized o
call themsclves that. If you ever attend one of their
parties or salons, and I'm sure you will, you'll see them
as possessed of a cermain Johnsomian wir, Theirs v an
elahorate culture, founded on rules, politeness, civility
and grace. Theirs {5 also a society of snakes

As it shook out, the Fromise of 1525 wag nothing
short of the LHF‘IUFLHd s taclt approval of the genocide
of the Cappadocians: They couldn't risk inother fiction’s
tormation, as they were dealing with a younp and
formative sect known as the Sabbar ar thar rime, Also,
the Gigvanni posed threurs to power that had been the
maditional domaing of the fucking liristocracy that
formed the backbone of the Camarilla — the Venrrae
found themselves butting heads with the Giovanni
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oy piter the Ronalssance, the Toreador vied wich che
Giiovannd for patronage of the arts during that time and
even the Tremere ran inro the Giovannias the family
spte] across Burope and inte thelr Vienna stronghold.
IF sommecne bawd 1o die in order 1w preserve the fragile
Camnarilla, the elders of thar self-appointed sect would
u'-i:”‘. liet thiat some e |-|.-l:'r'|ﬁ

Arud Hﬁ.‘r-.{ the "--:'.I|'l|'l-1LE1I'L'I:1!'I!1 did F'.I]I]‘l'i.}uf.:h 1t
ook us the berter et of three centuries to doir, we
finally managed o destroy every last one of the
Cappadocians, Their rime had passed; they were
merely the step that brought the Giovannl to our
inewieable fare, and onee that role had been sacisfied,
we no longer needed them. Giovanni Kindred and
moetals alike mmided Cappadocian havens, drinklng
deeply of their blood amd turmimng their secvanes out
interthie streets, From the Middle East rothe ex panses
of the New Warld, Cappadocian s crumbled to dust
beneath the fangs of the thorough Giovanni.

Mow, of course 1'm sure some maraged o po o
griwnd or hide. When | said “every bist one of the
Cappodocions” | mean the ones whis would have
remaned sctive. No doubt some went into toTpor o
sank into the carth. 've even henrd persistent romors
of “thie last Cappadoc o ™ Cwhe usually oums oureo be
somne unfortunate dink whao dies sfter bringimg such
artention to himsell) or broods thar had eseaped the
living realm and fled o the Underworld, The end
result, though, isdick. [fthey went to the Uinderworld,
whaut the fuck are they doing tor Blood? If they're in
rarpor, they're not a threat. IF they're slumbering in
the sml, maybe some archacologise will dig them up
ind expose them o the sun. While some Cappadocians
mist have escaped the purge, all they did was postpornie
their fures; notavert thiem

CeNTURIFSOFGROWTH

I the aftermuth of the Rensissance, the Glovanni
|1;“! ||![ i"'LIF r':!"i-r('l1 f|'|1.'4[ Wi'-"r' [[¥] 1“‘”& l!'ll_' ITE¥sy |_'['I:I-|+_""||"\ri:
clan o foce the future, Unlike the other r.!:m,ﬁ, the
Cilovanni aperate not only with a reverence for the
elders, but also with o menit-based strucrure. Think of it
s tunetiomal, plonned obsolescence. Here, 1'l show you

As the Renmssance drew rooa close, the next
important age for the Giovanni was the Age of
Industey. (Yes the Hetormation was important,
mamly due to our contimed relanonship with the
Church. =il char perted was nor one of marked
economic ditference from |:|‘||.:nr|‘];1"|,=‘.=,'::,r|q;u } There-
after, the mudern nights became a time that s praven
even more lucrative than the Renaissance for us,
Tomight; it's essy o make monev, and 1o dooir
quickly. Meermgs with business partners nations

AWAY Can take ["'tl'.\'l',l-' at the touch of a button o
through a fiber-optic network. The clan grows in
numbers-as well as wealth, and since the Age of
|n1fllﬂ'tr1f. NECnAres F-u:;_:;im tir be assets rather than
vanitles, Because no other clan apart from the
Tremere has o formal structure, childer of rhese
cluns tend 1o be luxuries for their sires. Ventrue
Embrace protdégés, Toreador Embrace whoever's the
“it" childe of the mament. The Nosferatu atone for
ther mstiness by picking people ugher than them
tes drag into their own personal hells.

The Giovanmi, though, Embrace those with rhe
vision to lead the clan townnd the Endless Night. [t's o
waroften fought without s, ssnew *solden” learmed
ity the most current wiys of the world, While we revere
our elders, we alwo ynderscand che Kindred: seate for
whar it 15, which is very often stasis from the momen of
the Embrace anward. Honestly, consider Aunsstus
Ciowanni. T he guy was Embraced in the [3ch cenrary
Lo you really think he even knows how o waork 2
telephone, much less comer elobal commaodities mar-
kets by using his laptop to do day rading !

That's whnt the acher cluns L%l dim't binider
seandd: Every Cliovanni has a role. I'monor going o
precend that we're a family without our treachery and
problems. In the modem nights, infact, | sometimes
thitik we resemble i corporarion more than a family
Sure, wie're relored, orwe fuck each other over if i
dioes us some good. Hell, sometimes we literlly fuck
cach other, if we think it'll make us {eel pood or sive
usan edge over a rival who just happens to be pant ol
the same branch of the fmily vee. In the end,
though, we have a pgoal, which other cluns either
tiever had or lost along the way,

Remember when | said we'd win! That's why, We
not only know we're plaving the game, we're using it
own rolés aupimst it

ERpANSION INTO
O1HER FAMILIES

Despite the misleading nume of ourclan, Giovann
Kindred are not all former members of the Giovannl
mioetul family, OF course, we've por ne problem letting
the idiots in the other clans believe thar

It the thousand years we Giovanni have been
Embracing Kindred, we've brought anomber of other
fumilies o the fold — dhree major familizs, the
Dunsirn, the Pisanpb and the Milliners, and a hand-
IL'] |'||‘ TOITHOT CTieEs, E:‘Il‘]'l 1?!’ rl\lf."'ﬂ:' |I:|||||-|.||."".;| '|_'|':|-!\:'-|."!\'ﬂ':1
something the clan wanted —and what the Giovann
want, we take, as you're no doubt aware, You'd he
surprised how casy it is to convince families ro take
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orders from you when you can eoorneee them
shitloads of cash and *immortality” for therr best and
brighrest v return. In the face of thar, concerns
whour who's incharge just seem o fade swny. Yoo
think rthat's hypocrivieal with whae | said before?
Sure it ts. But hypocrisy is the greacese luxury, and if
yourcun't dwell in luxury, you may as well make your
haven in o bax inan alleyway,

A hundreed million souls is a lot wo eatlyer. Look st
thiese other families a5 the nid we've enlisted o do the
dirty work.

THEDUNSIEN

he first of rhe major fumilies the Qlovannl
coopted was the Dunsirn, It was the early 17008, and
the Giowvanni weee !u-..-:ﬁu'lp: ok a ticket w the Eronw-
ing morkets of the New World, A clan of Scorrish
bankers who were all rich as Croesus, the Dunsirn
came to Augastus’ altention because they held con-
trolling interest on a number of shipping ventures
destined for the English colonies in North America
Not only thar but the Dunsitn had been lending
money for centuries, nnd as u result, they had acei.
mulared favors throughour the United Kingdom
and lreland.

Another less savory bir af imformarion Augustus
ureowvered nhout them was thar the Dunsim were ilse
cannibals. O course, whae may have been a deal breaker
for anyone else was seen as o plus by Augustus, whe
holds a great appreciarion for people who know how to
keep a secret

[t seems thar, several hundred years before, one of
the Dunsitn discovered o teste for human flesh, Under-
stancably shocked, the family banished rthe cannibal
fronn the estate ind disowned him. Not giving o dammn,
he hied himself ro the countryside, found himselfa hrids
ard raised his own little fumily of cannibals

Eventually, these guys tired of squatting i peat
bogs and vorced rheir displeasure to the Dunsirm faenily
proper, Of course, by “voiced their displeasure,” T mean
“Keilled and nre.”

Atter disposing of the more penreel side of the
family, these fellows ook over the Fimily business
andl have run it ever since. In that eapucity, the
Dunsien serve as one of Clan Giovannt's chief
moneymakers, These guys invanably chase o tithe
the Giovanni In macney rither than souls, ac fow of
the Dunsirn show an interest in leaming Necro-
muncy. Maybe its because they know they would be
sruck talking vo thedr former dinner

Also, or reszoms we don'tundestand, the fucking
Lupines have shown an inordinate amount of inrerest
in the fa.millr- &1 |1.]. l".:l'v.'u CVEDN 1Y i-l.'ﬂl Ihlll'l.'-ifl'l Eatanes on
two occasioms we Glovanni are aware of. Wht their
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problem with the Dunsien s, we gor ng iden. Bue then,
who knows whar the fuck those hawey bastardi are going
LR hene out of &k pi abeue ! Fuck "

Ak an asile, you know what's fucking creepy as ull
hell? W oarching ome of their morti] fssue eat a sird-
wich. Once I went wo Stirling 1o roll their tithe mro
American commodities and | mer one of their il
hagpis-to-he, Little freak didn't even sy hiello, just
clvormpred aowmy o clier bard coll wich mvesery mear, 1
Wisn'1 |"[1.'-.t'-'.|l|.l. anrid T didea'r ]-rmw -.'.'|u:!='||.~.r O ek TO
vay anythong, so | gust shuor up.

Tue ['hu_:axm 15

I the enrly 16th century, Hernando Corres sel
oft on un expedition from the Spanish colony of
Cubi toinvestigate rles of o rich Indion ecmpire in
Mexico, Being opportunisis, o few Siovanmd wer
along with Cortes. Whar they discovered wis the
Aztey Jil|||'ﬂl. and its ¢ .|jl||.|| Tenehtitlan and the
bargest seale and most formalized wse of necr HTLATICY
thie Ghovanni had ever seen. The Giovannd were
suitably impressed. The conquistadiors, om the othe
ll-ll'ln_fi. W T !I'.-E'Til':l.'-l “';u. | ||1' I:‘!I.Illi -|||'-. ."||[r||v.'-11|1,
thing o wroup of imore sdvicneed God-fearnng Chris-
timns conld de when comfroneed with o culture they
could not understand. They slavghrered everyone
and stisle thedr seutf. Seupid spics.

.'5\5 i ';-||'! |.I'|' ||||'_|‘I.. .“ll" ‘--””'.-:llllll 1".'|'|'|l |F |Li 1";1\'{"1"!.;
with Cortes were ||HT‘H'-‘--\U! with the necromanei
skill evinced by the Astec priests. With their own
nigrimancy, the Kindred noticed rrouble hrewing in
the Astec part at the Linderworld. it seems that a
eroiip of Buropean spormn hnd tgged along with Cortes
expedition too. Pretoy soon, these wrasths were joined
by others, und eventually, these ignorant fucks ook
] l_"!1'|.|‘.'|l‘|.11' the wralths of the ."jﬁ:ll_‘-_'-., who were LEL
as A1l prepared o defend themselves as their hving
couriterparss hiod been. These seilous wiiiths were
EVeEmmore r:‘ll:ll- H |E:|| r|'|i||| | ||.II (] '-Tl-]l]l‘ﬂ.‘lth*-. Ilq_':ﬂ Tiy =
mng the souls of thousands npon t hiowsands of native
.-‘J-r'rzrl' ['ri.'l.l". S{MATY, il the |c:]|||:|_1; om Both stdes of the
sudanin became terrible enough 1o spark another
melstrom. The Glovanni had dealt with a similar
SITLIAIOM O mere tTwo centianes |_-,]r||-|-r mid A0 were
aware of what was happening. The Azt pricsts were
caught complerely flat-foored, however,

Mot wanting o see such wlent ar necromancy
destroyed ourrighr, rhe Giovanme at Tenochutlin
sent woridl home vin spimn asking permission 10 Em
brace some ol these heathen pricits. Augustis and
the anziani were mtrigued and sgreed. S, our boys
appronebed the pricsts, who reterred to themselves as
prsanih (which 1y 0 Mayan rerm thar ranslates as
something hike “ghosts of the desd chor walk che
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PocHTiITHE DREMASCINE?

Given the Pisanob founder’s unwhaolesame appearance and his predilection for calling forth sham- -
bling rombu servants, it is not surprising that ruma s of Pochtll being Cappadocian rather-than Giovanni
began to clirculate. However, rumors aside, there is, in fact, strong evidence that Pochrli may indeed be
aeof the fallen line's ehilder.

First, none of the surviving Giovanni who followed Cortes' conquistadors to Tenoachsitlan ¢laim o have
! sireed Pochtl, though they readily admit to Embracing other Pisanob. In face, if family recorids and Kindred -
merary serve, no fifth-generation Giovanni Kindred even visired the New World during the conguest of the
| Aztecs. (Given the reltability of ravel on the high seas during the 16th century, no elder would deign to make
a months-long ocean voyage without an extremely EEIII.PEIHI‘I.E reason.) f

Second, tales rold by other Kindred of Mesoumerica speak of an ancient vampire who dwelt among the
Aztecs with a brood of his childer and was worshiped ag the god of war, Huiilopochli. Obviously, the
similarities berween this Huitilopochtll and the father of the Pisanoh, Pocheli, sre pronounced. However,

_ these same Mesoamerican Kindred insist thar Hultzilopochtll stalked amone the Aztecs as far back s the 12th :
| century, neatly 400 years pricr to the first Giovanni setting foot In'the New Wotld. !

And finally; some Giiovanni cite the issue of Pachli's corpse-like visnge, Like the Glovanni's Cappadocian
predecessors, Pochtli appears t be an ambulatery cotpse, with pale, parchment-dry skin stretched tight over
prominent bones and a hideous face with ldless, sinken eyes; nionoge and Lips that have receded 1 expose o
maw of sharp fangs. The aily *Gloyanni” 1o evince similar fedtares are the Premascines or 4 suspicious few
“aravizne of the Blood.”

Assuch, quite a lor of cirguimstantial evidence supports the theory that Pechtli isasurvivor of Clan +
Cappadocian but no concrere proof extsts. 164 possible that Pochtli's sire met Finnl Death befare he
could retum from the New World or thut Pochtll's sire still exists but is unwilling 1o take eredit for
I crearing a deformed wreteh like the head of the Pisanob, It'd possible that Huitzilopochtli is another -

Kmdred enrirely or that he (s merely o myth promulgated by Cainices who, by Giovanni standards, are
little berter than the savages they sprang from. Also, a nuniber of cases have been doeumented in which
Kindred have become physically malformed by the Embrace though their clan has no history of such
deformiry. Cainire vitae is & volatile substance whose etfects on mortal physiology cannot always he -
predicted. Therefie, i's possible that Pocheli is nothing more than a Giovann Kindred with an |
unfortunate countenance, who is being slandered merely because he (s different.

It the umor and conjecture are true, though, it raises plenty of questions. Why was Pocheli alloweid w
survive, tather than destroyed with the restof the clan? s he creating more of lis kind within bisancienttemple! |
And are his recent “failures” in dealing with the Harbingers of Skullsindicative of some sinister secrot agends,
wheze he perhaps plans to join with the Lezarenes in thew efforts to eradicate the Glovanni! !

Whatever the tuth, no answers seem forthcoming, And the conjecture continues,

carth™), with chelr wffer amd were escorted w thelr
leadet, a lellow known as Pochtli. Apparently, this
proved to be capaceric with the man because Pochtli
remaing the unsrrractive head of the Pisanob brunch
of the Giovanni clan to this nighr,

| used to wonder '-'-'h',' the Giovann] who visited
Tenoclititlan were so gquick to Emhrace the Plsanoh,
The more [ thought aboat it though, | began o
realize how much the history of the Azrecs mitrored
thae of the early Giovanni family. Both were groups
of tefiugess who were furced by cireumistances beyond
their contral to move to a new homeland. Both
seetled inoa haesh, warery area and, through force of
will, helped carve out a mighty city of grandiose
architecture, enssorossad by stately conuls — the

Gilovanni in Venice, the Pisanob in Tenochtitlin
And both used the dark ares of nigrimancy to empower
themselves, only to have that power denied when it
was most needed by the effects of & hellish spirir-
storm in the Underworld.

THE MO LINERS

These guys are great. I've never mer a Gligvanni. ..
hell, | never met a damn Putanesea who could hold a
grudee like Francis Millines

It all started in Boston, Massachuserrs, ar the Co-
tumbia Trust Company in the early 20th century. 1t
seems Prancis was up tor the presidency of the COMpany
when the current one, P.J. Kennedy (yes: of those
Kennedys), rerired. Bur lo und behold, nepotism rears
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it< ugly head, and young M. Milliner is passed aver fa
prototion in favor of his much younger sssociate, Joe
Kennedy. So Francis got screwed.

Bt owir friend Milliner didn't lec ir die chere. Our
Francis had a lor of friends among the old-money
families of New England. He had also made connec-
tions among New York's Falinn immigrant
population, the most sweniheunt bemg Andreas
Cirovanni, just off the boat from Venice, Using these
connections, Milliner began o slowly chip away at
the Kennedy finnncinl base while the Kennedys them-
selves were busy playing pulitics.

Mot comtent merely to destroy the family's fi-
ninces, Milliner wenr so far as to buy the Kennedy
estute tight out from under them (they still poy rent
there ro thisnight, sosay the Milliners). By this time,
Joe Semor was dead, but Milliner continued ro take
preat plensure in destroying the man's legacy. Look at
the faces. [FK and Robert Kennedy assassinnesd.
Teddy's Chappaguiddick debacle wirth Mary Jo
Kepechne, David Kennedy's drup overdose. William
Kennedy Smith's rape case. Michael's ludicrous ski-
g mishog. Evern JFE Junior’s recent "uccidental”
plane crash. OF course, there is ahsolutely no evis
dence rying Frimers Milliner or his famaly o any of
these mighaps, but the ald man does have a shell
promunently disploying six skalls in his study on the
Millirer estare, the lase of which was placed there on
July 16, 1999 only hours afrer | FK Juniot's plane was
reported overdue ar Marcha's Vineyard.

Lut's just say Francis” demeanor, his abllity o hate
and hald o grudee, sulrably impressed Aupustus, and he
lad the Milliners brought into the fold in the mid-"505.
They've sinde proven thisir worth, having been instru-
mental Ir the recent Glovinnl mkeover of Boston and
had facilitated our behind-the-scenes aperarions for
decades prior. Like the Seotrish Dunsim, the Milliners
don't care much for Necromimey, being more con-
cernied with the business of making inoney.

Tre Minor Famn es

Ty o pise to mercantile dominance, first through
Crusade profiteering and then with the explosive
growth in trade expenenced during the Rennissance,
we Giovanni absorbed several lesser merchimt tami-
lics thiar had teled o Vdhare " on our domains.
Rather than simply drive them inro the ground, the
Ciiowannd fnmily broughe these lesser merchant fami-
livs inre the fold, where ehey continue te make 3
smull hur significant contribution ro Giovammi wealth
und prosperity,

The absarprion of the della Passaglia in the 1400
give us our first inroad o trade in the Orient. We did a
Bk trade v outdited fireamis in exehange forsilks. tea

and, most luerative of all, opium, More recently, dhe
dells Passaglia have spent the past quarter century
studying the bizarre forms of Necromancy practiced by
the Kindeed of the East. [t deems the death paradigm
warks differently thre, and the della Passiglio are o
resident experts on Asian thanamlogy

The Gihiberti we acquired in the early 17rh cen-
tury when it became obvious how much money was
Just wilting o be mude in the triangle trade between
the Lindred States, West Africa and the West Indies.
Theirconracrwith Africa’s indigenous people {which
was more than just a business nrrangement with some
al these guys, if you know what | mean) also afferded
the Ghiberti a unigue opportunity to study these
peoples’ concepr of deach, with chetr wleas sbour four
part souls ang spiritual reincarnation, The Cilnberm
even developed their own unique brand of Necro-
mancy, the Cenotaph Path, which concerns itselfwith
rracking down and binding wraiths — nor too differ
ent [rom what these guys were doing to the living in
Africa, if you ask me

The Putanesce, whose very name translaces as “of
the whore," are » Sicilian family of low-renr crimu-
rats and thugs we acquired nthe 1660s to do the
family's dirry works It may be the della Passaglia who
Lmpoart thie |'|p:i|L|u, I"|I_I[ VO can ber it w1]| be
Putanesca our on the street dealing smock. Growing
out of the Sicilian Mafia, the Puranesca invanably
live down w their goomba stereotype. The average
Putanesca also has @ remper that'd puta fucking
Brujah to shame. Nar the type ro forgive and forger,
these puys are real big on the concept of venderra. It
you've gor one of these guys mad ar you, it's nor fong
till the whole damn family 15 out trying to whack you
Ther only redeeming value 15 that the Puranesca
seem o thrive on shit work, | puess el 'sowhy
Auvpuscos and che anzont keep them arourd.

Then there are the Rasselini, These guys have
bicen arownd st about as |_L_I:|'l,l_= pa the Giovanni and
wiete quire praficient in fecromaney before ever run.
meng into ug, porhaps due o the same Roman oo 16
the Cappadocians Badn't ron into us fiese, its gquite
possible that the Resselini might huve béen singled
ourt for the Embrace instead. As o is, we first cime
aeross these ouye roward the end of the Renatssance,
when o coven of them made the mistake of pissing off
Claudius Giovanni while he was in Rome on famils
business. Claudius tore the souls from thie living bodies
of the Rosselini, arreeing ta return them only if their
worcerers swore an oath of fealty to him and the
Giovanni clan. Givenn thelr options, the Rosselind
naturally ngreed. Since then, Kindred of the Rosselini
branch have proven as talented at rugvtmancy bs the
Giovanni proper. However, where a Giovannd will do

Ctapoon: Gy

3l




rhe mimmum he needs o compel a spirit to obey, a
Rosselin will goover the rap to commitan atrocity far
out of proportion to whar is required to dssure a
wraith's complinnee just because she gers off én it As
a-result, Rosselind Mecromancens terid o erash and
burn specracularly, often drving spirit to become
siertn in the process.

The Giovanni clan also harbors a number of
lesser families relared to the ¢lan through martiage to
one Giowvanni or another. OF these, Aueustus has hic
eyes on five for passible “acquisition.” These are the
St. John {a cabal of English Masons), rthe Rothstein
(Jewish-American Kabbalises with ries to Los Viegas),
the LI Weng (0 family of Chinese geomuncers based
insan Frinciseas Chinacown), the Koenly (German
arms manufacturers and death cultises) ond the Beryn
(a tamily of Flemish merchanss operating from Lux-
embourg with African influence like that of the
Ohiberti). Unril recently, there was a sixth such
tamily, bur the Mexico-based Hidalgo recently ran
afioul of the Sabbat — the Harbingers of Skulls,
according ro the most nefurious rumors — and were
wiped o

Hor pyay v CAMDONDEA

Nt having had the opportunity to study the sys-
tematic sloughter exercised by Hiter and Stalin in
Europe, the Mecromamerrs of the dills Passaplia family
made o comcerted efforr ro i access o Cambodin in

the 19705 during the height of Pal Pot's killing fields.
Paymg off officials of the Khmer Rouge, the della
Passaglin were, (ot the first time, afforded the chance ro
study death on such o mass seale.

lewas alsoduring this periad rthat the delli Passaghia
first met the mamorchs of Southeast Asta's Golden
Coutts, the Penangallun, who are apparently the
Carhayims’ answer to the flesherafting Teimdsce, Since
then, these Eastern Kindred have shown an inrerest in
aciuiring knowledge of Westerm Kindred from the della
Passaglia i exchange for giving them free rein to
collect sonils, which considering the number of people
Jying in Cambodiawith eitherunfinished business orin
utter despair was inordinarely high and thereby more
likely 1o create shivitt or speto, respectively, seemed 5
rather sweer deal.

STRANGE BEDPeELLOWS

Due ro the recent upheaval in the
Shadowlarnds, the nigrimaney of the modern
Giovanni las sulfered 1o one degree or mnother
among all practitioners in the family, Becaose
the mechanical aspecr of this development plays
such an importmt role in whit the Glovannd
have become (partiCulsrly over the pust few
years), Glioyamni history Ccontinues in Chapter
Two. The clan's wle in the modern nights s
discussed at greaver length therein,
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Wy st o man, whose Bleod: (5 ware within, o lie his
reamdsere i kbt

— W il Shkespeme, Thi Mechany of Vi, Aee ), Seene |

Marat Kinilred sires chisse who they Embrice, [n
the Canarnlla, this 15 often a complicared matter of
paying dues until one gets permission, then spending
months, years — even decades — picking the perfect
person todrag Intoeternity. In the Sabbat it can bea lot
simpler. "Hey, he looks tough, let's get him!" But those
Sebhar who last more than o week or two tend o be
those who were Embraced after some Tl'u':l.:p-:_ht i
deliberation. In neither gase does cither sect foster a
perception of abligarion, Neither group teels ltoiees the
Embrce m any mortal

Among the Grovanmi, the eritenia are compleely
ditterent. Merit Hgures into i, bur only within the
parrow confines of family. A moreal may seem trenien-
donsly wseful and worthy, bur if she's not ane of the
accepted mortal bloodlines, the odids of her becoming a
Giovanni Kindred areslight indeed

This doesn't medn that every Glovanni cousin
eventunlly suffers the Curse of Caine, regardless of
merie, For from (e Most don’t even rate the Proxy
kiss. the brutal perod of bemng a phoul. Bur the

tamily. though widespread, s nightly fnur, Fvervone
comes o o famidy Chosomes party, damn (e 1 o
rece Ve an Invirstion w one of the ather reunions
the ones they hold every Apnl 4th
up tor tucking sure

Mﬂh',,‘ il 1|1«'Gi.r-mﬁ1.11.+r-; mruh'".l LRRS R LRE pRn T by .|1||~.-
the truly clueless are completely lgnorant, T auny
rumiorrs circulare, even omorg the sackwird Lrupripk b
whoaren't poing to be shown the Horrible Traeh fn g
million years. They may notknow, but they suspect. So
many whispers ond overheard remuarky and ST
goings-on take the rodnds that even the dullest needle
int the pimcushion is eventunllv goine o stitch some
tl"ll"l"i[_! toperher, They know tha wome peaple in che
farmily get picked], and if you're picked, vou pet money.
You attend all the purties, ¢ven dhe secret ones, You
always look good, you always know what's gsing un, vou
always have a smug half-smile when vou look wt the
ones who weren't picked.

woid berter shiow

Thus, even the Giovini (smd, voa lesser extent,
theé Milllners, Pisanob aad Dunsien Y who don't know
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exactly what's going on know that something is poing
on. something powerful, Something they want, very
mich, to earn.

The Giovanni, then, are a family of overachiey-
ers, But it’s not as simple os just excelling in general.
See, the ones who haven't been picked often have a
hard time knowing who has. 1 you don't know for sure
whomaide the cut, it's hand tosuss outwhy they did. So
while vne Giovanni concentrates on making the seare-
mg soccer eam, another tums down dares so he can
practice the violin, and a third is just grade-grubbing
ay hard as she possibly con. They're all gambling that
their chosen fleld is the one that earns them the big
reward, Whatever jr is.

In actuality, the Giovanmi Embrace 15 just as
complicated as the Camarilla one — just in adifferent
wity, Whar {5 fntensely personal and private in the
Camarilla (s often decided In a forum of Giovanni
elders, DiegoGiovanni's grandchilde {and grear-grand-
daughrer) Gisnmarin has wanted to bestow an Embrace
tor some time, but it's not her dectsion. Diego and
other members of the low-generation anziani will have
a heavy stake in deciding who and when Gianmaria
Embraces, She might suggest that one of her mortal
children s worthy of the Embrace, but Dicgo mlghr
instend have her do a Milliner ot Pisanob. She can
propose all she wants: [t's her childe, afrerall. Bur the
:1!1':;4'-;tTll AN E!Iﬁ}‘-ll‘-a:'. |‘||:rn:_m.-'-r: \I-']'It‘l'l :|H 15 h'-di{] iITH.I d(]nc‘,
it's their |"'!1:"l"ll.1. = TWO Elmcs over,

In other cases, some rogue may just decide w
Embrace when he takes the whim, It's happened before
— some fuckhead drags bos gicllnend o andeath;
some fool Embraces a lawyer. [t's betrer to ask forgive-
ness than permission; night? Mot among the Giovanni,
friendl. Ax least, nor wsually.

The elders consider numerous factors when it comes
tor deciding who Embraces whorm. Firse and foremost,
there's peneration. Higher generation viimpires ure
miore powerful. Therefore, the Glovannd would be the
strongest clan if they just had elders like Dizgadoall the
Embracing, richt!

In theory, that's true. In practice, thar was exactly
whit the on of a bitch who accidentally founded the
clandid with the ancestral Giovanni. As nearas anyone
can tell, this Kindred figured, "If these mortals are
powerful alone, how much move will they beable to do
when augmented with my potent vitae” The unswer to
that question was, obviously, thar they were nble to
diablerize him and erase most of his broad.

So the moderm Giovanni are caunous: They
kniow thist every neonate finds our aboutr Amanmth
swoner or later, and they don't want to make it any
ensier for amoral, uppity youngsters tostart cannibal-
izing thetr ancestors,

The ghouls with the Proxy Kiss are, of course, well
aware that it's better 1o receive the Embrace from
somecne like Diego than someone like Gianmaria
(while they may not understand the complexities of
generation, they're well aware of the political edge thit
being close to an elder gives). Thus, they are constantly
compering to prove rheir loyaloy to the famly and
individual vampires, Remember, the Giovanni are a
driven family, and the Proxy Kiss goes o those who
starnd out of u lield of overachicvers. The most commion
way to do this, of course, is maccepra blood band o an
elder, Often, dving so is something of 4 slippery slope:
The ghoul takes the fist drink outside the Proxy Kiss
from & different domitor because it seems like a good
wiy to ingratiate hersell. She's now partlally bound 1o
twor vaumgires, and thus inelined w diink well ol boch of
them. That makes her more likely to trust them tw glve
hér the second drink, which makes her so very trusting
thar the third drink only seems like comman sense,
Unless her other domitor stups her somewhere in the
middle of this progression, she s likely to hecome
completely hound, Onthe other hand, it norunheard
offorsomeone parrially bound o two (or mare! ) domitors
to bevome the object of a sort of bidding war berween
them. Often, she ends up toally bound 1o one and the
dive enemy of the other. Is itany surprise thar deachless
ovetachivvers competing for the affections of the same
ahioul may come to lare each urher?

Given the famdly belief thar the blood bond
clomds your judgement, it {ronically wurns oot thar
many of these bond-addled phouls never carn the
Embrace. It's akin to the old baked goods proverh:
Why buy the loaf when you can have the slices for
free? Why reward sumeone with the Embrace if she's
perdectly devated as a ghoul?

The mevitable bond creaved by the I'roxy Kissirselt
isanother factor in the elders' decision. They know that
each neonatemay well be bound o hisonmnmnl domiror,
g0 they ey toensure thar Giovanni who aren't com:
pletely trustworthy (like, say, Paolo Sardenzo) never
have thesr thralls Embriced. Furthermore, each elder
surely wants to make sure that she {or one of her chulder)
15 the one piving the Embrace o the most useful morral
consites. O course, the otheranmantare all thinking the
same thing, and if they can’t pet the Embrace theywanr,
they may pang up with other elders to make sure ther
rival doesn't either — the opportunism i the famuly
doesn’t stop after death, afrer all, Some very ralented
Glovannl ghouls have had their Embrace delayed for
decades — not because nobody wanted them, b
because oo many anvioni did. Because no loneelder can
overcpme the political coalivion of the others, the ghoul
sits on the shell wntil he's so devoted o mulople
domitors thar he's no longer a great prize.
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Unce one looks past the political mazé of hlood
bonds and the tactical labyrinth of genaration, only
thin g a potential neonute eviluared ps an individigl,
The criteria applied by the angiini differ from elder to
elder, b often include. ..

Name — Hey, the Giovanni didn't end up where
they are wnight withour healthy doges of nepotism.
This means thar the less-promismg child of @ notewor-
thy mortal father may enjoy preferential rearment.
The Milliners und American Dunsim have been known
tocall this "the Bush effect.” Or, if they're on the ather
side of the palitical fence, the “the John-lohn effect.”

Talent — Sure, it's vt the only fuetor, but it's still
an importiant ane. 1§ you esrn the Embrace, you do
hecause you're damm good ar something.

Marure of ralent — On rheother hand, if the clan
decides they need more assklckers, someone who's
placed in Spain's nunonal Greco-Roman wrestling
champronshupmay find himself Embraced before atruly
brilhiant stock investor —who can, after all, continue
trvesting during the day.

Genealogy — [t shouldnt be i Gceor, bue same
elders still harbior o bir of o sentimental streal for the
furmily. This would be more surprising in a Kindred who
w1t taised from infaney to think the family is the

most impertant thing o the world. Thus, a Glovanni is
often mote likely to nsk the elder’s permission 1o Fm-
brace one of the children she had as a mormal {or o
erandchild, or great-prandchild),

Gender — Four CCMTUTIES A, 1T Wills COMImon
]M\UWIL"iJ-HL' thut women were I“'Lt-:rn;.-ﬂ, mnberent Iy SiTE
ful, weuk and good for little more than mopp ing; cooking
.’a'l'il.i SCTEW I, i COUTEE, 1T wis alse e M ].;nn\l,rh:duu
that the Earth wis flat. Some of the ansiant have
pvercome their now-mmachrontste upbrimging, buar for
most those old habirs die hard

AnzianT(Erpers)

Insosme ways, the Glovannianganiare like Kindred
elders all over the world. They're crafty, They're power-
ful. Theyte usunlly birter and resentful. And thew'ne
parancid the way only something wirh a “deachop-
tional" existence can be.

Muany of the anziani (as they're respecttully called)
reside 1n the Venice mansion — the fabled Muuso-
lewm of the Giovonnyn Several of them have left
Vienice i order to organize Grovann activities woirld-
wicle, however. Accorri Giovanni, who is relatively
young foran ewghth-reneration Kindred, has made Kis
Haven in New York almost since the city's foundine.

DEcoon

The “vedstar.” "Thin bloads." Myriad signs of the '

T all this, | say: Bah!

I've seen all this hefore. Red stars have risen and set — comets in the Middle Ages, then Commuenist Russia —
evem Sputnak had sane Kindred scholars gthbering and sueeping suith fear of the risme Old s, Yer no Ol Onis rose,
nr Cigherma, omby, shamnefaced scholdrs looking erestfallen and relisved at the same time

I's the same with the thin bloods. | knew a schalar and pavanovmal anatomist who belicved that the Tenth
Generation weve the “thin bloods” of the prophecies. because after them i was impossible for Kindred to weaken any
further . or some such. Another saw the foimdasion of the Camarilla as the-ermmplietion: of serme line about *there will |
be i Ernbractng for these childer.” Simalar ritbbish.,

Fdiscin prophecy becese | have seen thowsands of hstevical prophuts — seovtal, Kindred and ather — pointing
porwentowsly o the predicred sue of disaster, booming owe; Lot Behold!" in great voices, only tn hove rothing |
matenialize, Every centuory had its "YZK" disappomoment, beliese me.

Meore, though, | mestrust prothecy hecause T ko that those messages have 1o come from somewhere, meaning
they come from an inrelligence, Although intellipence gves many gifts. italso creates its vam expectations, its own Jorlaw
mages; its oum willful misinterpretations of the naked facts. .

T jrat i another way: If Lenow what's gomg to happen, what does it profit me o share that knowledige? Would |
I'mot e wnser o prefusre and let the funire strike my enemies wndwre?

Nay those givers of prophecy show their knowledge only becanse it gains them something to have their predictions
believed. Specifically, once they are believed they become part of the intelligent expectations of the hearer, who then
(wwillivg o no) makes the praphecy more likely, Why do youe think they're all sowague 111 el you, Yool fall dovn
ths statrcase on Apil 8, 1921, youwill smply stay away from the staimway.on chat dae and 'm proved a false propher.
Brat of I tell von " You will fall down a sutircase,” wielli.. Now, every steavease i walk spon becomes athreat. Perhaps -
the prophecy festers m vour head so much thee you wip fuse o have it done with. Cr prerhitps e distracts you from the
reatl threat, from me with the blackened stake de the foat of the siaivs, and then when you realize the opheey wes false .
well, it's ton lave for you,

ROPHECY
il raighrs "
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out Europe, though if his actions are fur his own
benefit ar that of the clan (or, most probably, some
..«':m].:l.ri.llsutl ul- lu:l'l]l! I oee CHTY Ry fi woMTe i_T;;_'L-L-
Giiovanni bs also known as quite the tveler, chiecking
in on Giovanni activities in Africa and the Americas
as-often as once a decade.

More often, the anzianimake their will known les
directly. In nges past, their wraithly servants scoured
rhe globe, spying on the elders” enemies no less than
their alliex and carrying messuges of the elders' will. In
the modern niphes, some are finally confident with
telephones and relevisions for unimportant marters
For issues of grearer urgency or significance, they st
prefer a pesonal messenger. After all, of they under
stand ir correctly, justanybody could tap into the wires
of a telephone,

It is the elders, primarily, who are most interested
in teanng down the Shroud, or sudare, and bringing
on the Endless Night. However, their eaperness
unify che worlds of life and death is mirtgated by ther
own innare caurion. One doesn’t survive centuries is
anobject of fear and hatred of ather Kindred by being
hasty or obvious, Thus, the anzan are slow, but
unstoppable, in their accumulation of the hundred
million dead souls they need to realize thelr nmby
tions. Or they were,

In 1999, they had managed 1o sempe together
almest twenty-eieht million HODETEo] e souls Wer Il
guarterof the way tothe EndlessNight! Berter selll, over
half of those had been harvested in the last hindred
yearrs. A booming population made formore remaindersed
spinits even in good times;, and owo Warld Woars were
definitely not good times. Many of the optimistic anziani
were tooking forward £ reaching the halfway paint

withindecales. Given the way technolagical mayhem
was becommg more and more refined, it was mostly
dg‘l’tﬂlj t’h.‘-‘:r WhE!'J !I[I!‘,' 1!11|:Jutl '\ULI!_'\. |-._y.] L'u:l.-n -‘!.umn. |
irwould be time forthem o cross the sudirio physically,
crash the warld economy, pravole o nuelear war and
harvest rhe second half all ar once.

Then therealmof the dead Imploded. The Giovann
aren't sare who exncrly they wane to blame for rhat
Some think i was acabal of lunatic mottn] necromun
cers who revere Orphisus. Others blome o handful of
Nesh-zaring Kindred cultists who (led o the Eastin che
wake of the maelstrom. Srill arhers say it was the spirin
themselves, Hpving sotten their shir togethet enough u
do something major for once (even if the overall effect
screwed the spivitl more than anyone else)

When the spirit-stomm hit, it weakened the sudann,
bur more importantly it blasted throceh the pillaged
suuls of the Giovanni. The Giovanni had primarily
desipried theirenelosures to keep their caprured wraiths
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n. They weren't méant to protect those shosts from
externnl dangers: Dot the maelstrom bt the Giovanni's
five wraithly puligs sll over the worlid { Boston, the
Pisanob temple in Mexico, Caglion on Sardinia,
Marmkech In Moreceo and, of course, Venice) and
blusted rhem wide open. Many of the spirits inside
wete simply destroyed. & lange number in Venice were
imnedintely recapeuredps they foolichly stock arouwmd
to avenge themselves on their caprors. The deposito-
ties in the Americas had terse ndyance warning und
wete able to prepare for the storm somewhat betrer
than those in Europe and Africa, bur unavoudable
lasses still vecurred. Worse, many of the spiviti that
I:Si:;!]’]i‘:::l have undergone the transformation to spertr
and dre determined w punish the Giovanni clan for
theie -..thivll.‘_r'-

Now, the Giovannd ¢lan s down to a fraction of
their former ghostly msources — o dny ratio of whar
they need for theirultimate plan. The Necromuncers, of
cherse, have staged o great deal of discussion aborit how
to deal with this sechack.

No one s suggesting that the Giovanni abandon
the Endless Night ritual — ar least, no one 15 any-
more. When the spini momsaon hit, Augusous himself
woke from o decades-long torpor and ook o personal
hurel i the defense of the Mausoleum against 1ts
pmetime caprives. The first two onmani who sugeested
giving up in the face of storm served 1o slake his
thirst, so the remaining elders don't ralk in rerms of
"wherher” but rather "how.”

Angustus himsell has provided no leadership: As
soon a5 the Mausoleum was secure, hie set out 1o
examine the wreckage of the Underworld und the
rosling storm within personally. The anzan believe
he's crossed the sudario back Inro the mortal world,
bur they don't know exactly where he is: A few of the
mast logal, or most bound, are concerned, but many
of the others moodily await his rerurn: Much s they
might lilee toseize control of the family From b,
they're confident that Aupustus is unlikely e en-
counter anvthing in the world more dangerons and
unpleasant than himself,

Axziant [Irupente(Cautious Frpers)

The more cautious ansiand admit that the moel-
serom enme out of leffield, bue sre quick to point out
the storm clondsda hove asilver lining. Sure, most of
their enslaved resonrees are rone But the sigdavin is
now =0 thin thar they may not need nearly as many
zouls o complete the ritual, Furthérmaore, so mony
spiiriid have Been Blasted through the sudario thin they
sfetn to he yoked to odherwise mundane people,
!:‘-!‘.1.\:1.”- anld [hln;,'a. [ S I 57, "The Maelsmom.” for
more about this.) These makeshift carene provide
leverage with the wiaiths now connecred to them,

B e N

r

ang| becuuse ane Piiﬂ'r (A} -|l"|l'L'r Ty SErvie s an
anchor for several (or, theorerically, dozens) of spir-
It5, Just locating and obraiming gne eould ensnore a
harvest of ghosts thar would take a year wo sccumn
lace mocalmer thnes

Firthermore, the wreckage on the other side of the
Shroud means no one's minding the store. In ages pase,
the Giovanni hid o show some circumspection when
it came o seizing the more powertul spvid out from
i. 'nd-:rw.-rid. blm.:.‘mse YOHI don't LW Ly I"'n'_'- 0 p._u.u,-prtul
spirito there without all tesgomrding your back, Now, it's
every ghost foritself, and thar means an organized group
df Pisanob ar Ghiberti can imprison large numbers of
viery strong spirits by working together and wrgetme
rhem one ara time.

The Necromancens men't the only ones takine
:|dwmri1g¢ of anarchy in the realms of the dead. The
Underworld organization thae forbade wraiths from
tak ing action i the world of the | ity (auch as (BRI ETLESS
ing morrals; becommg visible, throwing dishes around
and pulting simlar “Amieyville Floror” stunes) seems
to have been blown to smithereens. That means the
ghost society's equivalent of the Masquerade just went
right down the toiler. So, not only are woaith Giovanni
able to et with far less discretion or fear of tegisal on
thewr side of the sudama, many other spiriei are being
muich mare obvious as well. That makes it particuliely
easy to find them — especinlly if you're o well-con-
nected expert with centuries OF experivnee.

Consequently, most of the Giovanni elders see
the elass ns half tull. They bought, bribed and blmck-
muiled their way into a numbet of businesses that
previously weren't worth the effort Specifically, they
initiared u hostile wkevver of Kopagm| Ergonomiks
in Europe and they've founded Dunsim Etgonic Con-
:-ulumi'i in the LLE. They"ve il b '“Hl” wunfi r:l"ll'-u
interest imanumber ol siall surveying firms through-
out the Western world

These businesses provide two critical elements in
the Giovanni quest 1o find these new “hor sones™ of
spertn anel spmitn Infestacion: Conracts and protests,
Have people in your office building suddenly started
complaining of weird noises, strange smells, unusual
problems with the office equipment! (“Hey, the water
cooler ddn'r ute ta sound like it was sorearming. ") Must
be atr trapped in the witer pipes, o a fungus problem on
thie flip stde of the trop cetling, or mildly toxic repetame
in the synthetic carper, Berrer call m Kompegm
Ergonomiko, After all, they did o greur 10b when the
Cirodschmidr Butlding bad that weird stuff that looked
like Blood minning down rhe walls,

Ifall goeswell, the Giovnnnt connecred with these
businesses capture o passel of ohnovious phosts and
collect a fee from the geareful morals se well,
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Not all the spiriti ¢jaculared from the hell scorm
stuck 1o L*[il-.‘u-i. of course: Some atrached to prup]E,
But in muny ways, that's even casier. Sure, some
people wo to u priest when they stare hearing disem-
bodied volees ur having visions of strangers (n their
homes. But (in the developed countries at leasr)
they're a lor more likely to go to a shrink, and the
Ulovanni have been involved in the health care
mdustey since frs infuncy. Dope up the poor haunted

Anziant Appasionati(Bacer B nens)

Orher elders are less sanguine abour rhe los of
centuries’ worth of effort, These elders —some of whom
were Embraced by Augustus himself —aceuse the other
drigion of wanting to pursue the Endless Night more
than they wanr to achieve 1. While small in number,
these angieni ate very vocil when they can shuke off the
cold haze of torpar s very powerful

The Anmiani Appasionan are in favor of tracking

fucks on some Zoloft, cage the ghosts and explain
away the memories of the necromantic rituals as
paranols or hallucinarion. Hell, lave o drink while
I,-U'llllr." RER]

down and acquiring newly haunted areas through the
ruse of geologlcal surveying or asbestos removal or
wharever. But to these elders, that's not nearly enough.
The mstantunchors help, butthey're notasolution, not

THE [P REMASCINES

Every group vells staries. If you're a Boy Scout, youwmight hear abour the phanroms that haunt Uracen
Mesi. If you're o Muson, you might ger an earful abour King Solomon {or the Wandering Jew). fyou'te
agoodfella, you might hear abont what sorte Far Tony did to his punk son-in-law, back in the '60s. Hyou're
incthe Ciovannd clin, you mighe bear the stary about the Premascines.

Some of these stories are true, some are false; some started out trueand poran encrustationofembellishment
that hys alimost obscured the agcurare outline.

The story gocs like this: When Augustus Giovanni rose dp againgt s sire; he wasp't alone, Sevieral ol
hus tamily members had his back, either by being immediately present or by affering their aid in other ways.
Of these co-conspirarors; some (Twelve! Four? Six! Seven) survived o the modern nights and are known
as the Premascines ;

Seeing as the diablerie of whoever Augustus’ sice was, soyway, took pluce in 1444, the Premascines are
old. The story also goes that they aré very close to Caine — Fourth and Fifth Generation, probably, Because
they were Embraced before the diablerie, they are also genvine members of the clan char cime befors us, if
that disnerion has much meaning. Some say they don/tsuffer thie Curse of Lands, while others say they were
cursed ut the same time is Augustus, There's also the claims that they have compselike visages or prophetic
visions. Or that they have all three curses. Not that it matters much becavse (s the story goes) they've been
hidden in the warer under Venice for humdreds of vesrs. When you're & centuries-old watetlogped corpe,
well, whar does o lictle more palloror painymean to your victims? '

That does raise the interesting question of what thes¢ ancient monsters ingest to survive. Tourises drageed
off the canals! Nasty, cold fish blood! Those are same theéories. Same Glovanni suspect that the other anzani
have @ well in the depths of the logma where they dump enough blood nightly to keep the Premscines sedute
It's also been claimed tharafrer centuries ¢ |I"-'.r|.|1:|'flng er.'rt'rlli:illcr the Premuscines leamed o consume spirits
af the dead and somehow transform them inm 5j|2|i'l}1:l,’|]mp‘r {_1L'|ifr'15| Ling.

Others say these old ones can no longer wletare mortal blood, and need Kindred vitae to survive.
Vartations on this story are: The Premascines are fed Ciiovanni neonares whoscrew up, they devour members
of others clans who make mrouble in Venice, or the family Embraces luckless mortals for the sole purpose of
chdmg them to the elders.

If the Premascines are anything other than astory told tokeep the neonates in line, theyse genuinely old,
terrifyingly powerful, and more familur with Necromancy than the vainest ancilla 15 with her own self. Whii
they are not, however, 15 8 resource for the family: While they may have been fellows ot ane time, staying
underwater for centuries and inspecting the mystéries of thee afterlife firsthand are not the way 1 sty sane und
mrouch. ehey exise, they are roo alien in their feelings and values to have any bue the most supedicial discourse
with a person or Kindred of the modern mighes.

H the Giovanni fumily has, as claimed, been keeping them fed and concealed, then t's possible thar they
might {0 turn offer their assistance. For example, if the Glovanni needed to have a squadron of phantom
tighter planes from World War [ attack a site in the morm| world (ar any pare of the Underworld) che
Prefnacines might oblige. Certainly, something has been pratecting Venice from wrth of wraiths and
spectres alike for generations — even through the current Underworld unrest.
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i half, becouse they're temporary. Eventaally all the
||"-|'\||:|.L.'||.' AT |||.|r5' '-\'l]] |'I" E‘Iill"u""'ll_l_'-'\_l,‘ oy |'[r'IL:I_";"| |1lll l;‘II:L'Ii-

cists, or the spoud there will simply lose cheir figh
agamst the storms and the sper,

Mo, if the Giovanni are going to achicve their
destiny before the cursed Setives manoee to rouse thei
dead founder (angd the Giovanni engiand who know the
st about the Senites all seem o be the most CAZEr 1o
take down the sudarm), they need to do more than
smply take advantage ol a temporary situation. [1's not
enuigh b '=5H1|‘['r' biail ot the boat: [t's ulso necossaEry
parch the hole

|||. f-lii." CHEC, tllL' ”E“ 'JE“ I5 rlil" L |rli||"i“'ll1'|"r'l.' |I|~l£|q. I-I’.
spiritt. Tao ereare more, mortals must die, in grear num-
bers, preferably with a grear deal of unfinished business.

To this end, the anzlani appasionari seek areas of
violence, tenston and unirest on a national scale —
i I{'JL'll:lhl'F INENAHININIRE ‘5'111] AL C '|'|."l;'I!'E1I|!'|'|\ []'ll,ild ::ll"ll,.E
Pk lstan weem pareic nlarty Ipe, but to date Glovanni
agents sent there to fan the spark into fire have been
universally chased our by Cathayans jealous of “their
wirf," or have vanished enrirely, such s in the mon.-
wioty that racked Bangladesh. (In Pakistan, Andre
della Passaglia was dismembered and mailed back to
Virdee. On the wooden stake through his cliest was
a message in nedt calligraphy: “We humbly request

—

vour recognition of our destiny. Ending the warld i
our job and will be dione on our sehedule.™

Similarly, China isa tovehmuoe toerac k. I would be
an il.in‘.l] LIW| "! fusr SEELTTITYE ft ITRR RS Ve Wil |r'-- BT B g A Ev L
‘-FELll_]\::l_l_';.Iill'l,.,.||-.-,|1,| hanks o abortlon, infantic de and
aculoure that exales male offspring ) far more unmarried
wen in their twentles amd Late reens than wionmen fon
them to wed, Hismori ally, that"s the rec ipe for 3 warof
conguest. But agnin the Cathayans stand berween the
Chiovamni and a ripe situation. Agenns keep golng into
China, and somerimes they're successful — afterall, it's
i blg country and the Kindred of the Eust can't be
|_'k-'.-:r1,'wi:¢.-r — |.II.JI ".J.:{:':..I: Iluuh--:r Fiar amassimngy 15-.--
influence they'd need to provoke a war

As for the more hospitable Western world, the
LIS, s too fat, happy and TV-sedated 1o involve
ieself in anything of the scale the unxious elders
desire. Semth America and Africa are both very
promising, but only in the sense of having many
smull-scale actiony ind rio one there 5 gomne
nuclear. The Giovanni are working harder than ever
ta-do their part in the flow of cheap weapons into
these tegions, and the o dlapse of the Sovier Union
llulb made thar a lar simpler. Put when it comes to
actually moying fissionable marerial fraom the former
USSR into the hands of someone extremist enough

? Chwrmon Twoe b Ruiss i oz Py
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well, that's 4 stlcky wicker, First off, thie
Russhans had o lor fewer nukes than they let on. By
far, the majoriey of the weapons the CLA spotted
were decoys, If the CIA figured it out, they kept
quiet: Ie%s very pessible, afeer ull, to spy onewlf dghe
out of a jub,

The Russlans do a piss-poar job of guording the
nuclenr moterial they do have, even by moreal stan-
dards, bt that's why the UN and NATO (infested with
those fucking Ventrue) are keeping a very close eye on
whut poes where.

Anuclear holocaust in Africaor South America
15 unlikely spon, then, bur the Middle Fast s ans-
other matter. Lsruels got the bomb, and 1sn't Fevpt
where all those dirn Benives breed? Two Bieds with
one stone would be very nice, but Ismiel particu-
tarly Jerusalem — 5 thick not ondy with Eindred
ane Cathayang, bur with other. things... of all
deseriprions, Obviously, not every politician inthe
region Js somethimg's relavive, puppet or ward
("Would rhe Lupine delegare please leave the
foort™), but enough influence raints the area that
the Giovanni are going to have o operate with
great gutle to ger whit they wane, They're currently
negotatng with o group of renegade Lupines and a
Fuetton ol old-= 1,'1#. magicians from 5.'|.|m:|:|1ir;||,;¢;,|_lt¢d
"the Celestin]l Tradidon of Hermetic Orders,” The
Lupines, contrary 1o the stercotype, seem toadmire
thie “corruption” of the Giovanni, and the mam
seem to think that if technology has enough reper-
cusstons, people will tuen away from ic and back 1o
the old ways of magic. Obviously, werewolvies and
witches are stupicer than Kindred,

Armved agamst che Gisvimni and their sometime
allles are o gang of werewolves who seem almost as
kenoweledpenible abour phostsand the Underearld s thie
Ciovanni themselves, and s bunch of vengelul occultst
tl:'.h]l l.l'lu- e "\1!.I|II-_'I:']'||-' resistant to th{' l:_;il-{'-_; u“_-_'.-._m'u:.
Skulking weound the elpes of the conflict are the
Setites, who appear ta be enamored with the Glovanni’s
twistedd Lupine contiers, ond the Cathayans wha, it
SLCIms, 1“"". riesy |||. EVETYLOLEE.

Tre Honorep Dean

Becoming undeml, in any fashion, 5 very rare,
Pecorming u ghost Because you semt to s varer still, On
the other hand, six cenmmies (5 a long time, and the
Uriovinni dre nothing if not intense about thelr goals,
Caonseduently, moce than o few Giovanmi have become
sfurit, A few are evien sprererd

Tl‘-t':'iL' .i|||-.‘~'- o the other side are "l.,‘lﬂl‘l"l1|‘l1l|,§~!'|,'
wsetul for the Giovannt who still move in the living
reilim. Luring ghosts o ambush (s the very least of ir.
They canalso wse therr wraithly perceprions by daylighe

tiy spy on Griovanni enemies — without the Necroman-
cer having o fear betrayal or insubordination, ., too
much, As Chiovinn spitt nge, ther powers grow o the
paint that they can be a threar 1o any bur the best
protecred of Kindred.

Juse os mmportant s their influence on the other
side. Ghovanmi spirm tend o learn ghostly powers of
spirtteshaping and wreaking supemanral haves in the
world of the living | Disciphine equivalents for these
spintt powers are Vicissitude wnd o combination of
Movement of the Mind and Luee of Flames). The uses
af apportation and ghost-Rames are obvious, bur ivisfor
their ability o “flesherafe” orher wemths thar the
Chiovarind spimt are miost valued by their Kindred cous-
ims. This s because such power grves them the ability to
render ather wriths immohile, insensate — incapable
of any action. Thus, the Giovanm clan: secures ies
stockpilie of souls for the Endless Mightrirual. Sparitiwho
are tithied for the Endless Nighe are not used forstandard
charpes of espronaee and horussment: Thar puts themat
risk of destruction or escape. Instead, they are twsted
into paralysis or stored in their catene and put in one of
the Giovanmi sepulchres.

O gourse, a Glovanni weaith's assoeiation with i
mortal cousing is a double-edged sword, The threat of
necromeantic Fevelre (s 4 [renn wune, |l|.|l W |r|-;|'[1.;,' for
menacing black mogicians bn't a great way 1o muke
tricndd — especially when the ghosts caprured by the
Ghiavanni are often simply never heard from again,

Aside from the harred oftheirspivito peers, Glovanni
wiaiths ilso have to erdure the condescension of therr
Eindred relatives. 1t's nothing Blarant or intentional,
but most Giovanni inherently see spivn as infedor
I.'JI:IHE.‘*", fit to be used, rormented and enslived. Knnwml_—:
thar your dear grammy has become one causes no small
amount of copnitive dissomance, as respecr and affec-
ton g o warwith ingrained conrempt and callousness,
UHUILH'&‘. Thl: emorions reach & skalemare that s hear
ihle, if nor comfortshle.

When vout're the one who's been tmnsformed mm
a4 wralth, the emotional conflice {8 far more intense.

THeEGLOBAL GIOVANNI

Nat every member of the Giovanni clan 15 a mem-
bsier oof the Giovanni family, The strucnire of the family
trickled downuwothe "cliencfamilies whowere by wighit
intor the Kindred fold, however, An elder s snll an
elder; hut the Giovanni angtent trump all other Elders
combitied, OF course, this hns been the source of no
licehe friction between the tamilies. ..

THre [Nsanom

The Fisanob have had a very hard time of 11

Although mose of their temple havens in the Mesi-
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Tunte Viewsor THE ENDLEss N1GHT

The Endless Night is when we take charge, mani
People will be no different than ghiscs , which mearns tha 1
yone can feed off "em wll :he:f_,di:, andd they'll just come
baclemamonth or o, We'll be ablé 1o mmdficck ghosts
and wse necromney on normal peaple, because they'll
all be the same Li'rrng 1l make thar old Anarch Revalr
lank like Coney fucking Island,

— Cristobal Ghiberti, 1 3th Generation ”

The Endless Night will be more. than a simple
change of politics. h wall be more, even, than the
renmicn of weo sundered worlds, Tt will be the transfor -
maaon of both. We, as Kmdred, stand astnde the |
wirlds of life and death, But when those vealms are |
reunited, might it not resolve the conflices of owy condi-
niim aas weellf

— Diepa Cliovanni, Bth Generation !

Evevythmg will finally be pevfecdy quiet. The mor- |
tal followers af Newton have grasped the Enadloss N{gh.t :
hettir than many i o clani They callit ¥ the heat. |
deth of the universe. " All movement, 2uen uneo rh.e
molecular level, awill cease. There wiﬂ he nw miore
TAELET | FLO Tre ETIETEY, L e Fln]‘l! rrrﬁ::l"r, il e I
lifeor death, viomore this or ther, Nocmors guod. No
more e, Wameme conflict. i

— The Capuckin

|

can hinterlands remmin secure, many outlying Pisanch
havens in Mexico have been compromised. Between
unchecked rampages by the Sabbar and Underworld
gonllicts with the Harbingers of Skulls, the Pisanob
were beleaguered even before the crippling mael-
strom in the spinit warld. When half their phantom
servants were destroyed in ononstant, the Pisanob
were finally vulnerable to the vengeance of spirits
who had awaited a chance since hefore Columbus
came to America. The only reason the temple of
Pochell has survived is that the maelstrom and its
pttermach caughn the Pisanob's enenties as flar-foored
as it did the Kindred themsebres, The Harbingers of
Skulls suffered rhe ghostly apocalypse at least as
badly as the Central and Sourh American Giovanni.
As for uther Pisanoh, they've found themselves fre-
quently targeted by a group of humans who claim w
be driven by a higher power to reclaim the world.
Being the lead dog in Mexico has gotten the Sabbar
bitren on the ass by these hunrers, while the fow
Mexican Camarilla vampires sit back smugly and
congratulare one another on the protection of the
Masguerade. Numerous Pisanoh have met their ends
at the hands of these morral hunters, too, finding
themselves caught between the warring sects or com-
promised to save another Kindred's skin

With supernatural Mexico largely i disarray, the
organization of the family 5 o shambles. Indwadial
Pisanob are still comparatively safe nnd effecrive work-
ing as arms merchant, mercenaries or (if they're
tradirional} hospital orderlies in the rest of Seurh and
Central America. But without the Mexican infrastruc-
ture, these Kindred are largely on their own

For some, that's just as well: They're happy
continue their accivities withour their elders Toaking
over their shoulders and shaking theo down for spiri-
tual tribute. The cenoral Giovanni, of course, pre loath
1o let the Pisanob goon their merev way, bue with rravel
i1 the ghostly realms really, really difficult, their best bet
for putting the Pusanal back together is to rebulld wh
wis riined in Mexien,

Rumers run rampant between those Pisanob whi
are still in contact with one another. “Aupusius s
coming heve,” says ane, "because he's pissed ar Pocheld
ﬂl'id‘r'l'lmmtﬂdl'mk hizdearh ]h'*'&rrﬂ.'ﬂl!ji.”w-l-|||.‘U1|I'.';|l1|'|l
Are gﬂlng h"-ll;ilu Pk*l.‘.l‘lt]i 1o Vienice |I| LR !|r'|,."||, |. |||
him — assuming no one else nails him on the way. [The
dorean't £y llll:'}'-H fum L].h‘ whaole fam |'|-|. crdt o ides car!”
claims another. "No," says a third. "They'ne going to
invite every Pisanob 1o an April 4th meeting at the
temiple for a massive counterserike agninst evervone
They've got roo much invested in us to abandon — but
anyone who doesn't show up for the Blg Push gers
hunted down and bound!”

All the unrest among the Pisunob is very unfor-
tunate, because one of Pochtll's expiriments has, ar
lomg bast, paid off. The result s called (rather armo
gantly) the Ritwal of Pochdi, and it might just be the
wal that the Pisanob need to turn things around
if they can survive long enough to tench it to enouch
of the family

THe MiLLiNeRs

The Milliner family feels it has good reasons to be
proud of itself. Unfortunately for them, the Giovanns
tamily doesn’t seem to share those feelings. To compli
cite matters for both, the Milliners know abow the
CGiiovanni's reservations.

From the Milliner point of view they'vie been doing
a bemg-up job. They've not only held thetr own against
borh the Camarillaand the Sabbarin America, thev've
dﬂt'il: 30 .WhﬂE ﬂi’.‘.llll’]ﬁhinﬂ omn the fr ks of r'||:1|.1:'|._'|.1| neycd
criminal influence. Wheo realized the new languase of
organized crime was nor [ralian but Russian! The Mil-
liners, Who persuaded the AMA thar nationalzed
health ¢are would be worse lor their wallets than
doubling of greens fees on private golf courses? The
Milliners, Who reaped enormous profits through in
vestrents in HMOs and privatzed prisons, and also
ensured such shoddy management und oversighe thar
Giovanni clan members can feed m comforr and secu-

Crinprer Twa fr Russ momee Py
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Tue Brruar oF Pocntes (Lever Two NeCROMANTIC RiTuiAL)

Theactions of this rivual were actually developed in concerr with several Ghiberti vampires who have been
residing in Pochil 's remple for almos owe decades, Because otk familics hada lenpthy history of elabarate
ceremonies, they felt mare comfurtble resesrching with one anocher than wirh the matnstresm Giovanni,
What they have developed is something of a metaritual. lecannotbe case by iself, but only in conjuRction with
anather Necromantie ritual, or with rhe heavily riralized seof 2 Necromantic path

The acion of the rirwal is this: Two or more Kindred necromanicers restrain a moftal vessel and inflict
imeisions in the shape of blasphemous Egyptian hieroglyphs or Astec symbols. They then drink from these
injuries. Each participating Nectomancer must make his awn eyt and drink from ne ather cut.

Thereatrer, the Necromantic power the Kindred seck to etmploy eding, the benefic of all thee participants’
knowledge. This ritual makes it possible for Necromancers to creatis iy fenrsome feats of death-magic.

System: The player rolls toacivate thisvitual as normal — Intelligenee + Oceult, diffieulry 5 (because
i o Level Two ritual), If thie rall succeeds, the Kmdred who have participated in the ritual may work
together on the path or ritual the Riwal of Pochtli is intended to pssist, snd players share successes. Nare
that the primary application of Necromancy requires its own roll, and that sugcesses (snd folures)
garnered by the group are pooled.

If a Ghiovanny rries to use the Ritual of Pochtli with a'path or ritunl, she must have the know-how to use
Necromuancy in the Ghiberti or Pisanob style (see below), Additionally, all Kindred participating in the ritual
must know the Rirual of Ppchtli ps well as the sivual or pach power the group seeks to enact.

For example, three Pisanob artempr o use the Ritual of Pocheli ro flay thi soul from a Sebbat ghoul whe
has invaded their hoven. Bach player succeedson bier roll tvuse the Ritual of Pochili. and then 1 hey colleetively
artempt rouse the Level Four Bone Patrh power, Soul Stealing. The first player gains three succeses, the econd
gets two, and the last gets anly one (which would have been oo, burshe rolled 2 1). These combing far 3 toral
of six sucgesses, reaping the ghoul's soul from his body for a total of six hours.

The downside of this power is that a singlepliver's hoteh nesates the suctesses of the entire gronp, resulting
in hiorrific faflure for the tituel workers.

MET System: Every purticipant in the Rimal of Pocheli muse-know this titual, know Pisinob or Ghiberri-
atyle Necromaney and must activate the same ritval or path imme dibeely aferizs use. You shoulid mole-pliy out
the screaming terror of carving & tatger with necromuntic sigtls that also bécome puckered sores to shike your
thirst, so long as youcan do o without alarming passersby! (And if you're doing this sart of thing in public, rhen
maybe you should think about getring 4 hack rom o do riruals away from spying eyes. )

Each il'lljjh'l-llll:kl 'Wht'l suceeds L1 I'1'|E' RI!I.ILII! lrf thfﬂ adds hie mecesssive pweT B the duration of cthe
fallowing Necromancy. If the group tries r perform Summon Soul, for instance, snd three casters suceeed in this
ritusd and then in the test for the power, the duration of the power is tripled (three questions/ tme), Only those
whao succeed in both the cisting of this ritual and the successive power or titual pdd to the final effect. You
cannot caombine more than five people in this ritual,

rity? The Milliners. Who had three of America’s most
effecrive witch-huntees jmled as “patential YK ex-
tremists”! The Milliners, Whe set up a powerful Setlee
to takee the full when the hunters were spamg? Once
again, the Milliners.

=hit, who's the most prominent Kindred fotion in
Buston now, with fucking Camanilla recognition? The
Giovanni, Bur who handed it over to them?

The Milliners.

They've given the Giovanmi momey, contacts,
muscle —not to mention o string of prisonsand Urgene
Care centers nationwide that might as well be numed
“MeVampares." Nor bad for o family whose elder is at
least two generations removed from the anziantand rwo
centuries younger than ther childer.

[ the Giovanni notice ! Doesh't seem like it No
“nice job" out of Venice, No increased money, theugh
you'd think rhey'd smurten up ufter the Milliners told
them to huy inte Cisco and MCH, and they didn'r, and
if they lad LhL“r"ti hive made hack ten rimes theis
myveatment. Permdsaion to Embrace eut back. Permis-
sion to diablerize Comarilli and Sablt coemies denied
fir those not blood bound to o Giovanni. Francls
Milliner publicly dressed down by Diego Giovanni,
pracrically in frant of the whole family.

The Milliners give and give and give to the
Ciiovann, and whar do they pet 2 The boss gets a proma-
tion. Remedial Necromancy lessons from Diega's it
treak-childe. And demands for more sonls to muake up
tor whar was lost during the Grear Spirvic Shike-oue
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THE DunsIEN

The Giovanni's northern European connection
haos also felr pressure from: the main family, While
Necromancy hus traditionally been a very low Dunsirn
prioty, some Glovanni anzumi are now insisting thar
all Dunsien neonates learn its grim proctice so thar they
can tithe to the Giovanni in souls, rather than the
truclitional Dunsirn fiscal substitute. In foer, romors
have corne outol the Mausoleum thar even those older
Dumsim who don't know Necromancey may be “asked"”
to learn it — may, tn [act, be commanded to Venice to
leisrn it at the seat of the clan's power

The Scote are known as u proud culture, and
growingrich as robber barons is never conducive to
humiliry. Thus, the Dunsirn are bristling ar the
sugeestion that they need w be mken back o school
— and at the knees of the Glovannt, mather than
trom their own family, too! Keeping up with the
developments in the Buropean Union isn't easy in
the best of times, and especially nor since the
Camarilla and some group of sorcerers both have
their fingers in the Euro up to the elbow, With the
ELN m irs furmarive stages, the Dunsirn know it's
critieal to ger cheir hooks in now, at the foundation,
so that everythung thar grows after will grow around
them. Bue it's at just this moment that the collapse
of the Underworld has the Giovanni family gerring
uptighe and dicearorial.

T MmoR FammEs

The della Passaglia family is, as they say in
China, "living in interesting times," Inexplicahly
{rocthem), thetr decades of sreadily chiseling their
way into the confidence of the Cathayans have
been hamstrung. Kuei-jin who were tolerant, if not
exactly congenial, turned their noses up ar the
merchant family overnight. Requests for an expla-
nation are frequently mer with polite refusal.
Demands are rebuffed — often violently. Slowly,
the realizurion {s dawning thar the Kuei-jin may
have simply spent centuries studying western vam-
pires 1o learn their wesknesses. Now that the
Cathayans are striking (o Callfornda (and, it's ro-
mored, I Kasove), they have no further need for
stdy, More chilling than the suspicion that they've
heen used are the rumors leaking vurof the Carthayan
Green Courts of Korca — thar the Nagaraja aren’t
|;=1I'I1|'-lr.'l'1:|',.' tlestr -1,.'{,=d after all....

While the della Passaglia are being confused by
fresh intrigues in the East, the lowly Puranesca family
keeps on thriving, as it always has: Largely ignerant of
necromiancy, most are uncroubled by the maelstrom.
Focusesd m Europe and North Amerien, they need nor
concern themselves with Kuelsqin wiles, They pre
concentrating, as alwavs, on murder, vice and hlack-

matl. The influx of panesters from Russin thiew them
for a loop briclly, bur the red mafivas appreciate the
benefits of vite asmuch asanyone, For the Puranesca,
busimess i good.

Things are similarly going well for the Ghiberti
family, While the African Necromancers suffered as
grtatly as anyonc |'f‘|.’ the maelstr WL, TRany of rthien
had the gomd fortune to be in the middle of wide-
spread political violence and unrest. Thus, it was
compatatively easy for them tw acquire the blood
they needed tor Tempesta Seudi— and to rapiilly heal
any injuries inthicted by stray spettn and vengeful
wraiths. Because they don't have the Harbingers of
Skulls 1o worry abour (not Hke the Pisanoh do,
anyway ), the Ghiberoi have kepr thetr hines of com.
munication strong-and have been phle o use the
Ritual of Pochtli to rapidly establish a strong pres-
ence in the chaos caused by the maclstrom

Finally, the Rosselini have probably suffered the
most of any of the minor families, leakes quitea bit to
be comstdered “cruel” by the Giovanni, bur the Rosselin
managed ir. More than one Giovanm secretly sus.
pected rhar rthe reason the Rosselini wound up serving
the Giovanni (and not the other way around) wus
philosophical more than ractical. The Giovanni pur-
sue necromancy for the power roexalr the family. The
Rosselint doit because they simply Lke it Ie's anend in
itself, and consequently the Rosselini often try 1o do as
much as they possibly can, as sadistically as possible,
just to push the envelope. This approach is in direct
contrast with the other necromancers, who gerierally
try 1o ger the most dorwe with the least effort. In
practical terms, this means the Rosselini go to ex-
tremes when summonmg, compelling and tormenting
spirnts. When the sudama went thin, summoning be-
came easier and compelling prew harder — meaning
that the Rosselini were suddenly conjurimg more spie-
its than they could keep on the leash. Given their
penchant for pissing off (and on) everyrhing they
summon, the Rosseling inadvertently tumel them-
selves into a spectre mill. The spetri they created
showed no gratitude ar all,

UNICO SANGUEF
Doppio SANGUE(SINGT E
Broopann DousLe BLoon)

The notlons of equality between genders and
races are, 10 some Kindred, odd indeed. The older
the Cainite, the more quaint and misgubded (o,
alternatively, radical and threatening) these ideas
are likely to seem,

The anziani of the Giovanm clan are very old
nceed, and their prejudices are firmly set. Their first

Cranmmar T Fr Rums b T Faray
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ind sorompest prejudice, of course, |5 that Giovaind
blood 15 the best in the world, They don't feel any need
ter v reasems for this belled: From their perspective, it
just o fucking fuct Need proof! Okay, find another
tomily thaie's been oy successtul. Find another family
withan etive "Antediuvian” that gor that way, notby
eeing chosen, but by chioosing ro grab the [uture by the
short hairs. Find anether Kindred clan thar's ot the
conerence of o real furmily, mstead of being o thrown-
rogether barch: of nusfits, serewups, pity-fucks amd
impulse Embiraces.

Found e ver? THant think so

S0 the Glovannd are the best family and the best
clan, Thar means thie anyone who was both born-and
Embraced Giovanmi has o be the cream of the crop,
right! Nar fust horn to steamess but chosen for it oo
TII.L“,. even huve i p"'lr'.l:in: TOT b iico sarngee, |T'-'.|||H ('
Blowad ™ Thise whio nre “pure” Glovannt naturally con-

sicher themselves superior w those who were Embraced
ity the clan, bur nor bam inro the Giovanni family—
the Patanesca, the Milliners and all the athers who are
doppia sangue (“double Blooded™). The doppio sangie are
still mave merirvirions than other Kindred, just as ocher
vampires are herter thun wraithly slaves. Bur they <l
arei't thie hest.

T the Giovann, this is just common sense, They
den’t bk about it just like people don't talk about why
the sky is hlue, That's just the way it 15, ohvioushy,

Of course, the Pisanob, dells Passaglia and Dunsirn
don't necessarily agree with all this cryproseugenic
arroance. Mo one's EOInETo call bulbsbur on o Giovanni
elder for 2 subtle snub, hut amone themselves they roll
their eyes and grumble.

Thot's heentse thissuperiority isn't just theoretica
Oh nt. It moy not be intentional or conscious, but the
Chovanmi act on their assumed superiarivy, 1f o project

[EANTH PSM
Tl verirl coiirse of lifeis this:s You're Lien, YO PETents poar i, ".-"-'"]-’.I'ilL!Ui.ln‘,' become more 1I11;|1-‘F‘F.‘I'I.i.'|f$1'1[

until get your own place, but you still probuably so toyour folks foradvice and help when the chips are down.
Eventuully, they die, Thar's when you'te neally stuck beng s adule Not ondy becanse you're Hving on your own
und controlling your owri lifie, but becawse youno longes luve the pption of running home w mami.

The Giovanni situation is anyrhing bur natural. They'te born snd broughr up. yust Dk everyone else, bue
mieist e never torced into the tull self-determimaneon that comes from havine no other chowe: The Giovanni
abuieeys Basve o me and pa back home in Venics, mayhe checking up on them, making sure they're doing okay
or fmost wnpertint of wll) smaking sure chey're doinz the family promd

Even if your folks weren't Embraced, or if (henven forfend) they suffered the Final Dearh, youstill have a
passel of anziant around, O the good side;, they can bail your ass out of trouble, On the bad stds, they prv anid
spy - migdclle as much ns t|'u."l,."l‘q: able. Anda dm’rhlcs:i Kirlred withunrensonable suns of FIre, |:|J|“ spirit
rervines, (& viery ahle indéed.

Most Chiovanmi just grit their teeth and tey to be competent enough to e their elders’ trust (imagine
somme bachelor pushing 30 who siods s says “UH think about it whenever his mom stops by his Apartment
with seme decorating tigs). A few, thiougly, ure willing o leave all that hard thinking snd plarising to theb
elders, Maybe it's someone wha just gotso woen down by incessant buckstabbing and tregchery thar she's
given . "Go shead, do whirever yoau want. You will anyvhow."

Mure disturbing, though, are thowe who relish having thelr decisions made for them. These infancilized
Kindred are like spoiléd brats who do whatever their eldets say in returm for praise, clan starus and conddling.
In extreme cases, vou Tive i mioma's boy, seamingly 40 years old, talking buby talk to his sire s he whines and
begi for anather quarter mil w shore up bis Baven.

Of course, you cam'’t hjve Daddy’s Lictle Girl without someone i the role of Duddy, The more
sophitsticated and elder Kindred generally don'e fll fnro this teap: Sure, caring for your kids s tough habir
to break, but o contury of heing dead and killing others can hive acorrosive effect oo even the bonds of parent
aml child. The overprotective daddies ind mamas are generally less than two hundred vears old: Some of
them know thar they should lee the fledglings spread their wings and fly (or phumsmet ) on therr own, burthey
just can’t commit (o it Others see norhing wrong with “eanng deeply,

Fhits ls o hroad spectrum, of course, Most of the infuntide or paternalistic Giovanni are very mild cases: A
sire who'sa litthe overprorecnive, a childe who's a bit deperudent and indecisive: But the clan has also shelered
some teal basketr cases. The extreme infanes tend to show lietle feresighe nnd throw rinteims whenever
thwarted, counting on their parent-figure to clean up the mess (which s generally a pretey sond ber). As for
the (shmother types — just don't mess wirh their “kids.™ It's hazardous to vour health.

Classoon: Grnai
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= impartant, it doesn't matter whether a Dunsim is
more informed or a Rosselin more experienced: Usu-
ally, an wnico sangue Giovanni is entrusted with the
ulrirmate gurhority,

This Inas couses no small amount of friction and
displeasure for the doppio S:ﬂﬂh"ul."r of course. From
thetr poine of view, they do all the hard work, while
the Giovanni sit back and take the kudos. Not only
rhut — the Giovanni are more willing to risk shed-
ding double hload than they are their own pure,
precious, unsullied single blood. So when a really
Hangerous shit job comes along, you lmow the gay in
the thick of it probably {sn't going to be wearing
those fancy G-crest cufflinks.

The doppin sungue put up with it almost all the
time. After all, it's nor oo had— and of o bad decision
s made, the Giovanni are (if anything) harder on
their own flesh and blood, because it's more disap-
pointing when a single-hlood Giovanni screws up
than when some “lesser” member of the clan does so,
And maybe they've started to buy the line them-
selves, on some subconscions level Afterall, when
all's said and done, the Giovanni are the ones with
the mystic blood to hand out,

That's a hard argument to refure.

r
I reoNOMIA SANGLINOSA
(TrneEconomyoF BrLoob)

srarting, a3 they did, as & family of merchants, the
Ciiovanni tend ro regard just about everything (n
cconomic terms. Their fundamental axiom {5 “ger it
cheap, sell it dear.” While somerimes limiting, this
approach dogs provide some insight imto how the
Giiovanni regard the rich, red essence of vampiric
extstence —vitae

Hoyow ask Giiovannt abour the Curse of Lamia,
many of them shrug and tell you thar, in the long
min, it's mot a curse at all. When a mortal sesres
cimg his jeansevery time you sink in the fangs, it's
ator zasier to delude yourself that you're not steal-
myp life, or char the moral s noo your wictim or thar
you're ot a monster. When they shrick and scream
it's inconvement, but ot least you don't fall into the
trap of thinking rhar what you're doing is anything
less than reprehensihle.

Msycho-philezophizing aside, howeyer, the lack
of an ecstatic “Kiss™ makes it more difficult to fomma
Blood cule or find a willing herd. Sure, they may say
they're into it because of the “genuine experience of
near-death intensity” or something, bur the Giovanuni
krow that anly the real twists choose pure pain over
pleasire. Using Dominate is an okay tactic for com-
pelling obedience, but unless you're really good at

memory erasure (or cooking up alien abduction sto.
ries) it's not o perfect solution. The old siash 'n’ suck
approach still works, but Giovanni (usually new
nates) who rely on i uhliil-"'!.' frrd car what the
Masquerade is for— if the Camarilla doesn't beat the
cops to their door

Orie salution pvailable to many Giovanne is 1o rake
blood from the dead, procedure that is faitly common in
developed nations, Dead hlood is usually thrown amwy
i mortuanes mce ity diadned to make oo loe enie
balming fluid, The same sortof thing happens in hospiral
OPErging roomis.

This tactic works with remarkable, i unsavory,
efficacy. ltdoeshave afew drawbacks, of course. For
one thing, these are the sores of places that intrepud
vampire hunrers and inguisitive sectarans watch
closely. Furthermore, the Ciovanm aren’t the only
ones who've ﬁ[_:l]rud out that if yvou want bloomd, oL
ra where the blood is. Nosteraru who don't care for
animal blood bur whe seill don't have whar ioorakes
to ger the good stuff fresh often gravicate coward
morgues and blood banks, where their hiding akills
make it fairly simple to rummage rthrough the bio.
hazard bins,

The other drawback 1o the morgue approach s
that 1t's absolutely disgusting. It's kind of like
spending eternity caring cold, congealed,
unflavored gruel, when there's o literdl moving
teast all around you.

Another option 14 spending money to procure
blood. The simplest way is to approach the saddest,
most desperate crack whore you can find and say “1'm
very rich and very, very kinky. I'll pay you o hundred
bucks for a pint of your Bload " Muost Olovanni who
do s0 dnnk the blood through a straw to make the
“donor” less suspicious, A more discreer (bur also
more elaborate and cold-grue l-lavored ) pethod 1= 1
set up i fake hlood donation stauon, People come in,
and the phlebatomisr mkes o few ounces “for test-
i.ng-" A unit of blood is taken and the p|.|l.rn.| 15 Fpun
put — hur a few mote ounces are -un.u-.:ph!nnu.-.]-.
drained off before centrifuging. The nanplasina por-
tion is banked, the patient leaves with 25 bucks in his
pocker, the plasma is thrown away (orused, untesred,
tn hespitals) and a vamplre deinks the wecretly col
tecred vunces. Abdur three donors are régulred 1w
produce n single night's worth of susténunce, but
mifst vicrims never suspect @ thing,

Still, this has all rhe dicadvantages of o funeral
parlar aperation, with higher overhend (o boot. Rather
than serew around with cops, health inspectors ol
susplelous priests, many Chovann Bove opted o go
where life (and therefore blood) is cheap
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Necromancers have always been right ar home
on the batclefield. Spivi are produced when people
die with untinished business and spettei show up
when people die in utter despair and rage. Thus, it
stands to reason that you see a higher proportion of
both when people die young, fast and in incredible
pain. It that necromancer is also o Kindred, then
the chance o kill wounded people in a loud,
confusing situation where everyone 'sdistracred by
flying shrupnel... well, thar's a very rich icingon a
YOry rasty c ike,

he anico sangue Grovanni are less likely to
mvolve themselves cighe down on the front any
more. They have the money to get the goods they
need in "civilized"” countries where vou can't trade
a phosphorous grénade on che street far a gram of
coke and last year's cell phone. Severil of their
“lesser” tamilies have involved themselves in South
Amernican contlicrs or the ever-present unrest of
Atrica, however,

ben the Misanobaren't working as hospital order-
lies i order to leed themselves, they can often be found
working for the Carabineros de Chile or serving as
bodygunrds for cocaine kingpins. Some of the better
class of Pisanob have availied themselves of CIA wrain-
ing o climb the fadder in Colombinn paramilieary
orpganizations. Alver all, the comblnation of Lamia’s
Kiss and unholy Kindred strength makes for one hell of
mn effecrive intermowation.

As fur Africa, the Ghiberti family theee has
gradually been shufting s urtention toward the
region’s ever-present contlices. From Sierra Leane to
Burundi, Ghiberri mercenarivs hire rhemselves oul
to create tervor (of, if you prefer, “tactical opporouni-
tes") und fmplement genoctdal pogroms (“suppress
civilian unrest"). Their prices are hich, their results
are undenlable, and rhelr one requirement is that
their merthods go unexamined.

Working as the clenched tist of o roralitarian
government has mony obvious advantages tor an
enterprising Kindred, not the least bemg thar more
blood pers shed than a thowsand Kindred would
know what o do with. The perceprion that 1r's
tatning vitae and all you have rodois poour with a
bucket ulso keeps intra-clan bickering to a mini-
mum in free-fire zones; Atter all, when people are
regularly “carrected” by the government, no Mas-
querade 15 needed to cover up a kidnapping One
tenson the Camarilla and the Subkat are so liberal in
interpreting the Masguerade in many areas of Af-
rica and Sourh Ameriea is thar thiere's less need for
it: The mprtals ure too busy burchening each other
to notice @ few more casualties from moesters who
dren’t breathing,

Thar sad, drawbacks exise. For one thing,
hardeore firearms (such as the aforementioned phos-
phorous grenades) are far easier to come by in Somalia
than in the worst urban hellhole in the United Stares
(tor example). The Cold War pumped so muoch mili-
tary aid into these developing nations that street
urchins with undescended resriclesand full-auto AK-
475 abeund. A vampire's haven s much more Likely
to carch o stray mortar shell in Serbia than in, say,
Shaker Heights. Furthermere, people in developing
countries have endured o dispropartionate share of
Kindred artention for decades. Sa, when o guy in
Burkina Fuse savs hus wife gor dramed dry by a
bloodsucker, the neighbors' ficst instinet is to start
combing the arca at dawn — not w sling him in a
levotry bin.

TrRADIZIONE ( TRADITION)

Tue Proxy Kiss

The Giovinni have s many ways of giving the
Prony Kiss — the ceremonial feeding of Giovanmi vire
tor create A ghoul from a tamily member — as they have
havens: Some Ciiovanni leaders set it up as o voluntary
act ina “hlack miass” so that only the holdest — thase
willing to be damned for the family — become ghouls.

Others stimply ship it into some normal foad o
create a ghoul whio becomes iwddicred, bun who initially
has no jdes of the cause. This method i favored fir
wseful mortalswho might not agree — in the hypotheei-
cal case thar they were informed beforchund. After all,
it's much casier w continue being a ghoul thay it s to
conscipushyr decide o become one.

Seime clothe the kiss i layvers aof Tarcical ceremony
ter throw off any mguisitive eves and curs from outside
the family. Some are simply very straighrforward about
what they're doing.

Regardless of its presentarion, the pracrice of the
Proxy Kiss isbepinning to erode: In face. only in lealy
s 1t followed wirh regular loyaley. The rest of Europe
and Africastill give it wirth o finrdegree of fnichtulness,
bt ir's less and less Pl.'l]'?l.llfl!' in the Americas. Some of
the Milliners have gone so far as to suggest thar o
shoukd be considered wn optional honor — and they
struss njrrnmr.u'

The reasons for this resistance are, of course, as
politicalas they are pracrical. The wnieo sangye Giovanni
use the Proxy Kiss because, us the primary givers of the
vitae, It puts the most neonates under thewr spell —
exactly why the double-bloods don't like it From their
point of vidw, it's just one more gesture of niistrust Lo
contempt) from the Yenetians

Bestowing the Proxy Kiss Is considered alimost as
great an honor as receiving it, because it meahs the

Clanpoon Glovasm
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’.'.'.L'.:Ili].'l. and clan tTuats I‘]'u: Lituu ey o diliver a
tamily member into her power. It hus not ésenped the
rlatice ol Ihl' -|L|1||1l:_' -Hnll I'.]h '.I‘l..l[ LIy 'w1|| v -.J||.| bt i |
Lo giyve the ].-'tl.-.-{'r' Kiks ure '.!'il|.|.-.' fangrue

Ghiven the family suspicion of bload bonds of any
giart, if seems that the Proxy Klss tradition may soon be
pbseived mere in the brewch, As the schism between
the angtani ]‘muf{'htc and the anzon appasiotat widens,
thie Prosy Kiss s more and more Lkely (o be considisred
I l1'|l_'-.|I'IL|"L||u-I"|r' Adter all, the contral A fibedd .l"h the
hnrhi was to e I'l\jL'l.“- .n|!l. an I.Jg';-:-n[l, 1.l.'|~.,-_'n Ti'u'ﬁ.' WETE
completely united.

Apri 411

April 4rh the anniversary of the feasy that
'.‘L'“lL'l'ITL'l[."'Ill“';i!'rllh‘lll"l.'l'\ll i e I"H."'r:l'q,' III_-\- R A 1 |L"':'.|_!
the clan o ks own —is still cele braced every year by
the Chiovanni family. (The wnniversary of the actual
dewd 15 also celebrared., bor only in Vienice, and only by
thie amgioni in ceremonies of protection. Berrersate than
aary, afrer all )

Members of the family theow lavish parties, with
mortals dnd chouls storting things in the afternoon and
Kindred joinmge (of course) after the sun sees. Those
prrtes aren't for evervone: Only those who konow the
trath about the Giovannt are invieed — or those whao
are poire o e vt befire the sun eses.

April4eh is rradicionally when new family mems
bers re proposed o thie local gnzin for the Prosxy
Kiss and for the Embence. Elders may Bmbeace (o
arder an Embrace) as they see fit, any time of the year,
l'||[ (NN |"'I'|| 1|| '!'lll I.|'||.|.‘;l.' '|.|r'|||ll'lll| 1_|!|]||-|I_1,' I =;'. i,ll_"__'l_"\-
are permitted to press suit for the Embrace of
tavored mortal or ghoul, The rules for the Peosy Kiss
are similarly stoer. The Giovanni are actually mor
ciareful about bestowing the Proxy Kiss on family
members (who may be Embraced ope night) than
they are about creating nonfamily ghouls (who ar
unlikely to become Kindred). After all, it's all ey
i ]1:I\'L' & MCre gi'|-|L|'| 'Iltll"-'u.l\' l'--.'l.ut!-.]ll.xi by !1|.nu.|
bonds: Tt's a more serious thing for sameane whi
matters — someone in the family.

Ohce the decizlons have been mutde, the refresh-
ment are brought our — wsually ar lesst one 1
vittim for ench elderpresent, along with extris for the
newly Embraced [ dany). By tmdivlon, the newly
created Kindred are viven the first drinke, uncil they
are sated, Then, individuals who hearow the Proxy
Kiss drink, Then, uny mzimi present. Only when
thase three groups have finished are athers allowed
pecess to the victims, But at that pain, on Apeil 41l
4!-:I1|'f| . even th ~.IE'|||.1IL:--}T-=]11' i".il||||'-,' .|rL".r:_'-_-|'3, [-L'rrn.trc,!'
e dvink living blowd alongside thelr becters, should
they so desite. The ghouls are, hwwever, expected o
lspuse of the bodles atterward

e B b
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Triuma

some members of the Giovanni clan — childer {1
of ultraconservative sires, ar very traditional Talim '
Kindred, for example — are expected to provide s .
tithe to their sires or the main family at least cnce a .
year. The nature and amount of this tithe depend on
the individual Kindred, but the more authority veu
have, the more you're expected to pony up "lor the
good of the family.”

Tithes may be provided in physical assets, or
they are provided in souls. The currency provided (s |
up to the donor, The Dunsirn venerally pive money
The Pisanob almaose always tithe souls. The detla
Pussaglia generally provide a combinarion. Neo
nares generally have their tiches “waived” (meaning,
they are paid by their sires} unril they have enough
money or know encugh Necromancy e make |1
worthwhile, Once l|n:'g' know enough to start im-
prisoning ghoats themsclves, though, a tithe-boumd
Giovanni Kindred is expecred ro deliverthree ghosts
per year {or their monetary equivalent) to the clos.
est bumily repository,

To be considered "delivered,” of course, the ghost
must b [_'\f-_"}'ltl'h' imprimn-:.d. which requiTes the fourth
rank of Necromancy, The imprisonment must be suffl
clent to hald the ghast for ar lease a week ( by which time
Glovinni an the other side of the Shroud will have
assured thar ir's nor going anywhere — see "The Hon
ored Dead” an p. 42).

Tithing is almost always optional. Maost
Giovanni are made aware of the pracrice sovn alver
their Embrace, but only the harshese sire forces
"such anachronism™ upon her chulder. The mare
respected a Giownnni s, the more she's expeceed o
tithe, of course, should she choose to do so. A
neonate who tithes a single soul or a rthousand
dollars might be considered an infant who needs
be watched closely by hissire. A young but indepen
dent Giovanni may expected to tithe three souls. A
Kindred with greater authority mighe be expected
to serud in five, or seven. As for the anziani, they
don't really tithe at all: They're engaged in so much
full time ghostmapping thar the least of them rou-
tinely cages many rimes this number of spiries a vear
Stilly tithing 15 @ practice besr observed by those
capable of doing 1t — too little is always too lirle
and may be censtrued as insulting, After all, a
“donation” of five dollars to the coffers of one of the
richest, most prominent and secretive families in
the world is hardly anvthing other than a snub.
Much prestige can coma from tithing, however, tnd
mose Litovanni past thew first quarter century as
Kindred fulfill the obligation

Coanaone: Giovasy
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AnlTarian

RIMFRFOR
Four -Mourrren

NECROMANCERS

Angians: A respectful torm fora Giovann elder.

Aesrimdiy: Pastard,

Bucaiily: Faggor.

Ciagime: Coward

Catene: Liverally “choms" or tetters. Physical
objects or places o which o wraich 15 metaphysi-
enlly ried. Singular, cawna.

Futa: Chamgellng, Plaral, fane.

Cimamn: Jdiot.

Merddsor A shitty person (Hvexally )

Rewimato: "Broken.” Peycholopicslly nbused ro
the poinr that resistance 15 nconceivahble. Old-
world Giovanni usually refer only o ghosts with
this term; bur the younger penerations use it on
people and other Kindred as well,

Spererve: A deranged ghost, napectee. Dlural, spetir,

Spivito: A maderately together ghost, o wraith.
Plural, spmite

Stadearter: Thedrnmurerigd burmier between the world
ool the biving and the world of the dead; the Shroud.

Va' a farts fotterets Go fuck vourselfl (This
expression is often Hk'.Cirl‘lH"fli‘liELl by putting your
thumb bevween your teeth and then flicking irar
the person.)

GHOSTBUSTERS
It FUCKIN AINT

Individuals with even the most rudimentary un-
derstanding of what nigrimancy 15 recognize rthe
exisreneeof another world. [ewraps around this one
like w sheer, or maybe permeares it lke o pas, or
mayhe underlies it the way the sew sits under Vence:
This other world s where dead people are. They can
see omrof it pnd warch you pod me (chough ofren nor
very clearly) Linless you start practicing the Black
Are, you'll never see ir ar all

II-+'|.'L' FEOsSOn Yo I.]l.".l'l.'l.lr see 1T 1= an :n‘{ma[l.:[l.ﬂJ
barrier berween here and there. This barrier, the
sudario, inhibi ;:|'|4;.~:415 tron tofluencing the morkn]
world. It's nor uniform. We're still noc sure exactly
now it works, bur the sudareo definirely thins out
when people around i are thinking creepy thoughts
ot if the setting is one that inclines peoaple thar way,
Lravevard ar midnighe? Thinsudario, These ics cpm;
paratively easy for ghosts to do their thimg. Nude

heach duning spring break! There you et a sudarto
like lend plare. A strong necromancer can thin i ot
ar thicken it arrifis hl”].’. but there'sa good reason tor
allthe Bluck robe/ red candle/ animal sacrifice mumbo
furnaho that goes on with necromantic ritual, v sers
tlie II'|LI:H.] YUl see

U e -.:Il'u.r:m coof the swetano is the Underworld,
That's the “top™ level of this other world Ir's kind of
II‘||I1'|UI,. rx‘l]::n:!!nn [ I|.4|L1r Wi |F|L‘I ‘Whun we |,-L,1'-J|-.; Nt the
dead Tands, that's the part we see. Thar's alsa the prurt
from which they can fook at us

Undemeath thar, the Underworld has deeper lev-
els rhar you can't look st unless you acrually eo there,
D't think aboue thar roo much. I you can't get there
o your wn, you hove no business oaing. A pack of
fackwir I"..'l'li."ﬁllljth ciilled the MNagarmpa made the mis
take ot bringring guestsalong, and, well, it just turned out
very damn bad tor them.

Anylhow, that deeper level holds the anclen
dead — the ones whe've been around a0 long that
tl‘it'."..'-‘rl: I:.I.‘J[ :t[l cirnnection to the |1|.ut|.1| wr:-rl..].
They're pretty rough.

That deeper level — it's called the Tempest —
ezed ter B sonne ey l._'||1|'H.'1| areas i at, |1uj_:|: Citles
of disail xouls, all pding about their business, These
dead eities had 4 common social structure, all these
stheming polivical facrions, trade guilds, even o
frcking tram poing hetween cities. But all thar shir (s
gone, byl Lrge.

Thie reason all that steucture went knblooie is
something called a maelstrom. The Tempest usually
FE'IF like rhe 1‘:L|11I1-".'1!L'I1I of n bad storm — winds strong
enough to pick you up, blinding rain. Black lighe-
ning....a had scene, A maelstrom s a thousand rires
worse, It's like having n tornado fghting with a
thutderstorm inside o monsoon, only with rain of
broken glass mstead of water. I'm not entirely clear
wht started this maelstrom, butf any of the wraithly
cinies survived seall, they're isolared enough tharvou
don't need o worry about them until the maelsorom
calms down,

A few necromuncers suspect the prosence of ans
ather level undernearh the Tempest. Not many of us
claim o have gone there — prababily less than a few
soone, 1 the six cenoiries we've beeraronmd, OFf dhose
explorers, maybe one in L0 came back. Our of those,
muoybe twocame back sane enouch tostick to one story
when describing whar they saw. They both mlked
bt " dedain,” which means “moze” or “labyrinth ®
T|1|_' -.IIL'EIIJ'IIIJ mny |'|:r l_|'||.: b "-I'."' |_I{1 1] hl.]ul: Creatule, Oor
struckure. crebedd th keep all of that LI::.1|',h-.'_~nJ_-r|_ﬂ_;
caged, or a rap so that the servants of complete
anmihilation are seuck fighting one another instead of
chmbing up to the living world. Or it miav just be
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where some of the nastiest things in the known uni-
verse reside because flayed skin and walls of living shit
are their preferred décor

Anyhew, right now the situation in the Lainds of the
disad s roral chaos. That might seem nice for us, but it's
not, But to understand how screwed up the Underworld
&, yiou need o meet the playees.

Spiriri(WRATTHS)

When someone dies with onfinished business
und s too damn stubbom to lie down and say, “Oh,
well," the tésulr s o spivit. Mo one becomes ¢ gh,}:,t
just for funsies: They always, alweys have some com-
pelling vhsession strong enough ro tie them to the
merta] world, '

| gottn think being 4 ghost is potentially the most
frusmroning existence (na world full of ‘em. You have

VALENTINIGM

Priring one of the last maelsmmoms, berween the
twiy World Wars, a loyal ghoul named Valentina
della Passaglia died prorecting hermistress, icoond-
ing 1o the few Giovanni who privately believe In
Vilentinist ideas, Pablicly, ke therest of the ¢lan,
they call her a traitor. They say she was driven
insane by the Malkavisns or pwed favors to the
Setites or was misled by the Lasombra or simply
fucked in the head by whatever mind-smashing
bielngs crawl the ghetros of the Underwirld, Teadi-
tlonally, any discussion of Valenting della Passaglia
ends with threats, bonsts of whar o Kindred would
do 1o hers “I'd bind her to her own femut and sss-
fuck the Fope with it," et cetera, et deter.

This s becanse Valenting della Passaplia re-
turnied a6 a spivito and desperately. warmed: her
family thar if they succeeded in calling the End-
less Night, their power overspirits would be lost;
notcompleted. Valentina insisted thardestroving
the sudariowould leave the Giovanmiaethe mercy
ot the very spirits they'sd been vsing ind torment-
ing for centuries,

This wlea was mot popular, and it sill 4sn'r
However, more than one Giovanni vampire pri-
vately believes (or tears) thar she's right. No
ane's about to openly defy the angiant, but then
again, the Ciovimni have never been known for
CGpErating 1:"1." I.:I'il" .

Valentina's ghost hasn't been seen atonnd for
decades. Maybe someone cavghicherand dealt wirh
her. Maybe she was destroyed in a1 malstrom or by
one of the Underworld's other perils, Or maybe she
simply knows whit her fate’ will be {f she has
comtact with her ﬂumly,

this th i.1‘Lr.: viou have to do, oo moceer what ., bt a lot
af the time you don't have any power w make it
happen. 'l give you an example. Suppose you're a
ghost who's come back to, | don't know, make sure
yowrsom finda his granddad’s hetrloom wach or some-
thing. Some ghosts can't juse say Yo, sob — look
under my martress, next ro all the porn® Instead,
they're stuck, wanting to act but largely unable. They
warch living people like we watch TV, You con yell ae
em all you want, but it"s not going 1w make Ross ger
back together with Rachel, you dig!

Soone thing about ghosts is they're all on 4 missiom
and feel very strongly abour it Remember thar fuer,

Also remember this one: Ghosts are “sentimen-
tal" in rhe same way that you and me “try ro avoid the
sun,™ got it! All the stories about haunted painrings
and swords and houses are bused on tace, Ghosts are
tied to physical, inanimare things (the ohjects are
called catene in Itahan, fetters in Enghish), While
that rthing is sate and sound, the ghost can hide in it
to regainstrength. [f thar thing sets fucked, the phos
Is equally fucked: This is doubly true m o maelstrom,
but more shout that later.

The third thing vou need 1o know abour wraiths
15 that they need emotions to survive. 1t's llke chev're
freesing to death and cerrain emotions are the only
fires that can wirm 'em up. Theyflock to those "fires”
the way you and | po after the Rig Red Sweer. But
cach ghost has a specific frequency {or frequencies)
that gets his goar. One guy might be ted @ love.
You'll tind him always hanging arcund weddings and
maternity wards, he has a blast on Valentine's dav
and gers pumped up at the local prom. Another guy
might huve sorrow as his bag, so0 he's cruising funerils
and lurking around oncology wards.

With these rhree facts in mimd, you should by able
to deal with ooy wraith you encounteér.

AMOng necromancers, we recognize two styles of
dealing with the dead, | don't mean styles of acnually
didng the magic: youcan probably find adoren styles for
that. | mean you hive rwo waye to deal with ghosts once
you make contact.

Firseoff, you can use the soft way, You want a chost
tor follow somebody for you! Buy him off. Maybe you
puirchase the house he haunts and make sure those kuds
it the Mystery Mobile stay far away, Maybe vou help bus
san find the fucking watch, Maybe he gers off on
grititude, so you start leaving hundred dollar tips ar
truck stops so he can warm up easy.

This works pretty well: There's a reason ghosts
spend so much effort trying to conrtacr the living. Ie's
real converient for them to hove somedne on this
side of the sudavio ro ger stuff they can't pick up and
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ro people who can't hear them: The dunger of
A I'l'ui“ |1 | j;l'u""l L !JIl'l!'I."lF'IL" ||.|1 TSI !'||_'

this
ah |F" 'L||.IT|.1'_ H | i:]‘l“"ll ii||.|| 1!'13:1 (LA |';|"|!_:l'l' ]l..l".'l_' sOmeane
to do your dirty work.

Oin the other hand, you can work ehoses like s mean
motherfucker, I you have the skalls vou can simply
poundd the shie our of thiem, (Even though they don't
burve st hody to hir arshit o drap: Cool, hub ) Bureven
with o minimal knowledoe of the old Black Mame, von
can malee vour will fele. Know vour restless }*.1|h 1

attached oo hus wedding rimg? Threaten o mele it down
forr fillings, He wanis hisson o go to college ! Dominare
rhe kid into smoking his ficse jay. Ghaosts are just like
people when ircomes o responding to threats: Most of
the tme they cave it vou handle it nehe, st don't go
overboard, or (ke people Y they snap and come back at
yor with not much to lese, In faer, since ehostsare all
cmotion, they may stap sooner recher than loer any:
WEY, Also, don't forret rhimr rhey |,||||.||kr_- l:,uu'l ~1'.L|||'[
sleep and huve all the sunlic doy ro fuck vou over if they
'.ji.:l.' H.I.L' I!II T CTE "!lbl.'lj rE]L' |.|i'I.L"

The l“!L';LEr.‘..=T d::m_‘-:_':' ofthe hardeore appEroac b ia I||_.:I
geprritowhosuffers roo rouch frustrotion may tansform
LWL 3 S P Erd, Every ghiset las that potentiul, ond onge
they make the chonge they aren't going to pive o shal
about the kid, the watch, the wedding fing or anvthing
clic. All they're going to care about s putting your sss
paid. Sownmeh i okiy?

I find the best approach is o livele soft and o linde
lard. Don't help them complete their higher purpose,
but promiise vou will, Help "em ger hooked on a fecling
— thar usually doesn't cost voumuoch, but it's waorth an
avelul lot to them. Find theincaters (i Usalehkeeping” bu
le mlsiguens about i Weally, the ghost should see vou
s sotmeone tos powerful to challenpe, whio condoa lor
for ]‘lJl‘l'I it voll'ie |;r1;"|,'".' — ] can dora la meare L |.=-r1|
if you've pissed. Trear them the way youreldiors creat you
anl you're probably on the rghin track

SwsTEMS: WilaT SprrriCan Do

5tlf|1|rt'|.|l..‘|ﬁ ||||L| Ill\l'lll'l" '.'nl‘\l'||||:_: L mise e -rll""\-'-;'”-
ita i lh-.‘i:l' chironicles Iy Lsc |E|L‘ 1}.|Il-.|-.xu:;_- -.-.||.w:|h it
vampire Disciplines o model the powers of phosts, This
is m addition o the standard abilities on p, 282 of
Vampire: The Masquerade

Adl spefes automatically hove Heighmened Senses,
Chthier common POWLTS are the equivalent of the lower
levels of the Thaumaturgical path Movemenrt of the
Mind, Dementation, Vicissitude (only for transforming
themeelves ar other ghosts, however) and Climersery,
ar levels the Storyteller deems appropriste o the par-
ticular wraith,

Uneommon powers include the Thaumaturmeal path
Lure of Flames and Demenmtion at Level Three or

Ceinmma T 7 Russs iy 7HE Faey
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SPIRIT SLAVES

A Ciovannd with the Spirt Slaves Back-
ground (see p. 67) starts play with one or more
epirits alrendy domg her bidding. Thenumber of
spiries and their power depend on how miany dois
the character has in the Background.

Each individual spirit cogm one dot. Wichs'
skills and attributes e butlt osing the nules for
neonate vampines, bue with no addicional Discis
plines (except as described below), Backgrounds ar
frechie poines. Each staves wich a Passion Poal of 3.
Every spirit sutomatically has Auspex | and one
diot in anuther common power, Spending anorher
Bockground dot on a spiric can give it an uncom-
000 POWEr (UF GIie CORIMGN POWEE 4T UNCammon
levels), Spending ewidors on aspirit can give it mare
levels of power,

Example: Frent chotses 1o have three dots in the
Spivit Slaves Backmpound. Thit means ha could have
three spivies doing s bididing, each with Asispex | amd
one other commiom fower.. Allermatively, he could
chiose t have two sevvants —d weak one and ahe who
also poswesses an uncomman fower. Fially, he could
chonse o' have o single servant with a sare power, o
1Ll'”-rJ VLA RGO [ORLeTs,

Luighier {somme spint can possess Dementation 3 without
learriing the first ewo levels). High Auspes is alsouncom-
mion. Cihoses can also gain the fourth level of Dominate
without having the three previous levels, but this ahility
is rare as well. One uncommon power with no Discipline
cquivalent is known as embodiment: Ir allows the ghost
tes become physically solid. Dotng so costs rwo polnes
fram the Passion pool, and lasts for one scene,

The truly mre powers are high level (34) Lure of
Flames or Movement of the Mind.

SperTRI(SPE C‘[RF*‘-‘,)

"-ljrl'hfi e |1:L*|I.|.;J]E‘,.’ human souls wath unfinished
business. Spettri are somerhing else alrogether. They are
destruction incamate —notin the sense of blowing shir
up, but in the sense of the fine, dry ash that’s lelt after
everything's Blown up. They're entropy. plus intellect.
They stand for ubselure silence, ohlivion, the cessation
of all movement everywhere.

The difterence between spettr and spivia isn't supet-
ficiul und philosophical like the Comanlla) Sabbat
thing. They are as different as o caterpitlar and a
burtrectly, l.:I'IiL!rLlllmh.‘[l,.',, on the surfoce it 15 vierY, very
difficulr o tell them apart.

Spettrihave theiremotional gas stations like spird do,
but it's always something negative, destructive — some-
thing that teard down withiouwr bulding up, They are

single-minded: Their ultimate goal s always to rip thines
rpart, to wear down anything that's been built, to enase,
dissolve amd forger, Reduce everything to the absolure
nothing they embody. Yeah, it's preety fucked-up shie,

[e's. possible o do the whole pimp slap “I'm your
duddy now, bitch"” routine onaspetera, but don't expect
the long-term obedience you can squeeze out of aspinto.
You may thimk you've gotone broke tosaddle, but itvou
doy, 1t"s probably fooling you. They can be clever. They
can anticipate und mnovate — these aren't just the
howling ghost cquivalent of a mad-dog Gangrel. They're
even capable of building and crearing things if they
think that in the long run thar will help them eradicare.
You can compel spettn tor short times with Necre
mancy, but you can't make them psychological slovies,
['ve never broken one. The Premascines, mavhe they
have. Augustus... probably. But if he has, he ain't
ralkeree mhone 1,

Understand that spertrt have been sucked down
tind consumed by entities of unimaginable power —
things that aren’t human and never were. These ba-
ifps... the spivitt equivalent of anclent Kindred. ..
never existed in a sense you or 1 would understand.
They're the opposite of existence. The unly things
thiey have in common with “being"” are will, meelli-
gence and power. Lot of power.

I koow, it doesn’t seem o moke much sense. Just
believe me, they re down there in Gdedaby, okay? Lot of
people don't belieye in vampires, either.

WHICH ONT s BETTER I

Miuny neophyte Necromuancers wonder
which variery of ghost makes for a herter ser-
vant: The reasonable (hur sumetimes
wishy-washy) spivite ar the powerful (b bl
to control) spettra? The answer depends on cir-
cumstances, Machiavellian types tend 1o use
hoth — spertr for thug-work and spini for more
delicate tasks. Kindrad without the patience for
ull that plotting and manipulation prefér sprii
who can simply be bullled into phedience. The
very few Necromaticers who feel sympathy fur
the dead tend ro prefee spivit as well: After all,
they're much better company,

In terms of power, a newly dead spero is
probably mare dungerous than o newly dead spinit,
both to its summoner and to her enemies. A spirito
that survives for decades can beconw powerful
incdead, hiswever, whetons very few stettvo seem to
last more than five yeass before bemg tom apart by
the very negation they serve, Needless toosay; a
sprivito that's been around for a hundred years isa lot
harder to compel by foree....
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54

_—




Speter have
phiost |'§r i
LI !‘!.IH!!"i.E 1"5' |'I||ﬁ'" "[Ir‘l.1 IRTHA TR v Wl i T

Men 1':'|'.’.L:||L'Il :iII|[ |Tf||.||||' |l'|,- ||'||'-||'
hftends, They've been earen whole and shat

oy wou renlly
think there's anything you can do to put ascore 1o one !

Uine pcher ching you showld koow abour sperert (s
Eaar ||'|."|'!|.' 1T COnstEnt contac '||||'Hi'| one _:||'||1||'|{'|'_
t's like every spettro 15 hooked up o all the other
SPHERTy o cell ;'l|i-'ll‘u 5 04 I'nlq_:r-, A LLL",'. Soif ..j|m='-; 1
trouble, the athers may show up ro save his ass.
(1A i'u-_'l-: him in the ass. "n.l';rir:r., YO 111.1”-_[]11 !l,':l_' I

bodiments of entropy cooperate !

.'l"'.-ll'| 1 HVITE ¥ina .|.||L.ll._. I_I,i TENCT COTLEHNCT U l||_';-]' "..\,ﬂll
spetired Ot coreaindy not. They're rhe active principle vl
destruction. We have ks of peaple we'd like erased
Theyfeed aff terror. We terrify by feeding. Berween s
ued ehem, [ see a lot of opportunieies fora kind of “your
I
torget thatwith 3 spettra, 1Cs adways using you as much
08 you e using ir.

ennut butter nind my chiocolue synerey, see? Tasedon 't

Sestems: Wiat SperrrrCan Do

As credtures.of desrraction, it more common for
pectry to have powers that duphcate the Thaumaturgy
|'.-I|I.' Miodement ol the ;"I.Ij[:.J _|j||_| ]_I,||;4_I lif-FllllllL'h ":"..I!'|
similar sprrito powers. Because speryi are rhe antithesi
OFexistence, however, ic'e harder for thiom w operate in
the world of tlw livioue A | effores mud I-_.\ them

influence the mortal world are ar +| difficulty. They
s commonly possess o hughly limieed form ol Pres-
cnce. Insread of mikme themeslves more irtractive,
however, they are only ahle to muke actions thar feed
Iill.'ll']" 1SELCHTS ITHORE ATTHICTIA they make themselves
more horrible, olbei compellingly so.

Otherwise, speeni have the same power profile as
spwmini, bt the Pession Pool for speest is 7. Due to thisir
rarity, however, buving o spettro with the Spirie Shyves
backpround cosrs g pddition) [T

The R1seN

Tlie bad qeves is, the Ruisan can kick vour ass, Tl
fwrirse news 15, thereS o lor mote of em daound (0 the
murdern nighes thaa thiere use oo be

A Risen is halfway berween a spettro and o spens,
anil |'-'-"-?-I.'l..| eroueh woclaw rivht throueh it coffin, Like
'-,’-'I.'-II'J, they are I_-,L-.i!-l1l:h'l1lrn| I you're -1|||*|-.{ (7 L=
!|I1.Ji".| UL HIJ'_:lI’ |||I.|1 I,.rlllr:-rl' l.r.-.|-.d||}-_: 1'".'r'||'-'l_'l.'1'l I
anl s goal, I you're really unlucky, you might be it
gu::r| I s, ol 1.;|m,'.'i.|1~,: il

Some of ‘em don't handle socking therr souls back in
arotted bratn very well, and those are the stupid, anmdiess,
mesr common type of Rilsen, like the zombusome Necro
maicery eon arndmiice. The rame ones ane just s smorr a5
they were 10 life: Those are the real mouble bovs

Ciimmics Tz 1t Ruois v ez Bl
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Waorst of ull, standard Necromancy doesn't work
on them neatly as well, The Bone Parh has some
effect, but norhing spectacular unless youreally know
what you're doing, The standard compulsion shrick
duies et worrk ar all

[t you're real nice to Diega, or his buddy Paclo, they
might lend you o devil stick or teach you some nituals
that can help a little. But frankly, if you have a problem
with the walking dead, you need a lor of help.

SHAMNALEFR

This 15 0 mostly bramless walking, rorting corpse
with s one rrack mind, such asa romba creased throuesh
Necromancy or a dull-witted ghost animating & dead
tudy, Irscapable anly of fairly simple actions: Since the
spiric-storm began, shumblers have even been popping
up in groupsof three co five — and sometimes many,
I'I'IiITI'!. e,

Attribures: Srreagrh 3, Dexterity 2, Staming 6,
Chi m-cm.l d, Moamupularion O, Appearance 0, Percep-
ton 2, Intellgence 1, Wits |

Absilivies: Brawl 2, Intimidation 3

Willpower: 4

Equivalent Dhsciplines: Fortirude 3

Nore thar mental Disciplines work on only the
micst aware of these creatures Most shambles are
unitfected by menral Disciplines — or, indeed, any
mentil coercion — at all. Shamblers do nor suffer imy
penalties due s wounds,

Passion Pool: 1, if any

MET Statistics: nine Fhysienl Trairs, sero Social
Tratts four Mental Teats, Branol, Intomidarion 3, Equiva-
lent of Fortinede Disciplines Endurance, Metde, Resilience
lmmumne ro Demenacon, Dominaee and Presence, as well
as Serpentis: Eves of the Serpent and Auspex: Telepathy.
Shamblers have a normal healrh level track bur do not
suffer any penalties due to wounds,

TriERisen

These are Individuals with unshakeable goals
often complex pnes requiting planning and many steps.
They are nor tolemne of anyone whao gets mther wiy

Armbutes: Strength 3, Dexterity 3, Stonmuma 4,
Chansma 2, Manipulation 2, Appearance 2, Percep:
tion 3, Inrellivence 7, Wirs 3

Alblitles: Academids |, Alermess 3, Brawl 2, Drive
L, Empathy 2, Intimidacion 3, [nvestigation 2, Meleée 1,
Stenlth 2, Streetwise 1, Subterfuge

\H‘;iliiﬂlwr': E" Ir;‘l“":"]l'll'l i‘liﬂ,lt: a]

Bouivalent Disciplines: Obfuscate 2, Celerity 2, Po
tence £, Fortitude 2. Risen hove 1O healeh levels and can
heal alevel of damage per turn by spending a Passion point
They suffer ne dice-pool penalties from wounds, unless
those woumds are aggravated, in which cese, they beem o
suffer penaliies ae ther fourth health level of damoge. In
other words, assume that in the case of mgeravated dumage,
o e Basen bias an addiniomal three Brosed bealth levels

MET Seatistics: See Oblivion for live-action
srats of Hisen,

LIsmG NECROMANCY ONTHE RiseN
The only Necromuntic parch that has any effect on the Risen is the Bone Path. Using Tremens allows the
necrominger o inhibic the Risen's acrions: Foreach success tolled welng Tremens, the Risen loses ane success

off 1t next acrion.

£ enicioe's % s i L a8 NEL e Risern’s command of 1t own body wath
Apprentice’s Brooms is more effective, as this power overlays the R v

ascparate set of impulses: The Risen’s will s prumary, but when it's notconseiously divecting ies limbs, they fall
back on the necromancer'sorders. In practical terms, nny Risen nffected by Apprentice’s Brooms beses ane die
trom every dice pool untll the end of the scene.

Theather Bone Path powers that have any effect on Risenare Soul Stealing and Daemeinie Possessinn. Soul
Stealingrips the Risen's soul from the body and sends thespirit portion back to the Undervwarld, Risen can résit
Soul Stealing Hiee s mortal victim, and they can retirmn if the Kindred sn't smset enouweh to destroy the vicated
corpse immmedintely.

Daemonic Possescion puts another soul in conflice with the Body'sposessor— a confllce foughe i the body
that literally tears it apart. The accacking player rolls Intelligence + Oceult againse a difficuley of 6. For each
success rilled, the Risen rakes a level of aggravated damage that is spaksble if the Risen has the equivalent of
Fortirude. In no event, however, cans e son] rake u,mrru'l uFlh-: Baser'y l-q|-.|_'|-5.-

MET Necromancy and Risen: A necromincer can affecr Risen with Bone MNecromemey only with o
sticcessful Socin Challenge. Using Tremens causes the Risen ta sulfer a one-Trait eesolution penalty on fts next
action. Using Apprentice’s Brooms canses the Risen to suffer a one-Trae bididimy penaly on its pexe action (it
must risk anoadditional Trait), Sewl Stealing functions nommally, sending the Risen's soul hack o the
Underwarld, Daeronic Possession causes ome healrh level of aggravared damage each time it's successfully
invitked against the Risen in question.

Conponn: G
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TrHe M AFLSTROM

Up until very recently, rhe Underworld was pre-
dictable —ar least, it was in ims breigd outlines You kad
the spiviti in the Shadowlands: or their cities in the
depths beyond the Shroud. You had the speurt in the
dedalo, the “sea” of the Underworld, and sometimes
screwing around i the Shadowlands as well Tt was
precty stahle. We had contacts onall the levels, though
a lot more in the Shadowlands than in thededalo, narch,
Dreatls were made. Things got dore.

Now, all that’s rumed ro shir. No one seems feal
sure what happened. 've heand thar the spereri hud been
miassing for an all-oueassaulton the dead cieies since the
end of World War 11 I've heand thar Bimgladeshi death-
o-ramn had hardcore mystic repercussions thay
samultaneously crowded the Underwarld with fresh
spentrt dnd started the mother of all starms. 1've even
heard that the ghost of a nuke got tsed on the ghast of
a city, und that the explosion blew apart pretiy pich
everything the spivit have been building since tmie
began, le doesn't really matter.

Whae marters is, the End Times are here. If this
AT Pecent storm is .:n}'ﬂ'ung Ik the bast two we saw
(ene for each Workd War), it's gonna be around until
the end of the world....

(e thing it's done 15 weaken the sudario, the
kartier between our world and thers. Sounds grear,
doesn’e it! Should be casier for the ghosties 1o show L
and o eheir stuff. Should be easter to punch 'emaround,
biws — plihit?

Well; half nght, Ir's sure casier to pull then in. But
it's a dimn sight harder o conrrol them, | guess dhat
working in our warld is usually a real chare farsiviti, and
the effort of just being here made them weaker and
easter to confrol. Now that the sudavio i thinner, they
can expend more of their efforr nnd concentration on
telling ws o duclk off O maybe it's jost Darwin in setion:
The ghosts who can keep it togethier in o mioe lstrom are
the rough bastards whio always were Farder o den! with
— bur who usually staved away from us:

The danger of the storm makes catene more impor-
tant. Thelr anchore to the living world are like our
havens — thar's where spiritf go to rest up after setting
their asses kicked. Narurally, Kaving o shelter like that
Is crucial when the weather is killing bad. Take hold of
aspirit’s catene nhd you've got areal dhrear bver ite head.
Deestroy it and thar ghest's gonna be hurting,

The other weird-assthing ahout the maelstronm is
that 4 bunch of spirits have apparently been blasred
nght into our world, willy-nilly, all over the globe.
Thae didn't happen hefore — which kind of supporrs
the theory that the maclstrom started on the other

side this time, instead of being o reflecrion of wht
happened in the living world. Apparently whart hap-
pens 1s, chese spirics: are thrown ¢lear our of the
Shadowlands und kind of glom on o whatever (or
whoever) they hit first on thas side of the divide.
Sometimes n person, place or thing will find a pack of
ghosts attached to itself. These aren't spirits with o
comnection from life: It's not like French nobles
urking around the guillotine or soldiers haunting
Liertyshurg. Ir's more like some revny bopper with
mall hair wakes up one day and there's two ghoses
troim fuckin' Namibaa attached o her who are poing
tor be powerlully screwed if something bad happens ro
her, Tv doesn’t even have to be o person: We bought
i gasstarion i New Zealand that had nt least 208 periti
suddenly latched onio ir,

The ghostswho pot Blusted Fack the wph tend to be

the newly dead, so they're weak. If you cun finnd one of

these multiple fereers — Veronigue calls them “buffers”
— you're-in gravy if you kandle i right: Ie's your masic
ticker ro scared, nmive ghoss who'll do anything 1o
protect it. On the other hand, that "aything” includes
miessing with you if they decide you're providing mare
danger t their fetter than yoir're preventing.

As for actually going through the sudamo, thot's
casierto donow, bt also a whole lot stupider. The lands
of the dead were always prerty damn dingerous, even
when things were comparatively calm, Mow they're g
war zone, and not in the good “lots of dying soldiers o
feed on” way, but the bad "lors of thines can kil you i
warnt ta"” way,

Naturally, thesesudden changes took us by surprise
| persanally know of at least five of us who were on the
other side when the shir hit the fan. None have come
hack, and | don't expect that they will. | know anpther
dezen ol us who were taken by surprise when their nites
stirted calling more ghosts who were harder to control,
That cost us another five good peaple, and ir's going to
take & while for poor Nicola to ger back to normal

It was a whole lot worse for our seevanes and allies
om the otherside. 1'd guess that a flat haltof them are just
permanently gone. OF the spiriti we retmned, many of
them transtormed into speteri after the trauma, 5o they
dren’t even trustworthy anymore. On top of all that, «
fot of sur uld “assoctates” on the other side are takmg
ndvantage of the weak sudanio 1o even up some old
seotes. So watch your back,

Une picce of goad news (kind of) is thae sone of the
other Kindred clans seem 1o have figured our that our
legrons of ghost servanes got teashed overnigh, In fact,
in some cities where the Shroud got pacticularly chin,
the local Kindred think it%s somerthing we did and that
we remare powertul now. Asfaras 'm concemed, dhey
con keep thinking that as long as they want.

Cranmmen Toves T Ruises v voae Fmaicy
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The maelstrom ismostly a crisis, don't Bool your-
self about that. But it's also an upportunity. Calling
ghosts is easier, even if conmolling them s harder
-[ ll..ll ]I.J.'\L LS Yoo ||.|-.|. fui !n.- are o bf ] ruhll._]ttH
wrd less of o strongman. The Sabbat and Camarilla
and the rest of them may think that we just did
something huge that broughe all these new ghoses
into the warld, Hyvouplay them rdshr, they "1 e you
and keep away, 15 you play them wiong, they'll fear
vou and try 1o bum you into ash.

Bust of luck

THE MAFLSTROM
AND NIGRIMANCY

The wenkening of the barrier between the realms
of moreals and the dead has powerful mplications
for practitioners of Necromancy. Some tanks are
easter. Chthers are more Jangerous, Some are both at
the same rime.

storytellers who wish toincorporare the changes in
MNecromuney wroteht by the muelstiom cm wse dhe
fullowing puidelines On the other hand, it's also M-
sible that individual Staryrellers may err on the side of
.=ir11|1iu.|||,' -ﬂll] JiEt s l|'|l.' riles i Ii'n:* LA 1Ra] |1:n||:,
unchanged, That's fine wo, Bt for those whe want
TI'.II.TI'II. l‘“.'fl" e I.-l.l.l.' i ||;|i'||ﬂ_f‘|. I'.ltlﬁ !1'* F-';H..I‘-I

THESEpULCHRED ATH

** Summon Soul

All dathiculties tor this power decrease by one. Ona
barch, however, it's quite likely thar multiple spectres
show up, Even on asimple fothure, aspectre may well
notice and make trouble for the charmcrer, ar the
Storytellers discretion, Use this lase situation sparingly,
however, Storytellers, for if every failure attracted the
arrenntion of spectres; few Giovanm would survive o
practice thewr Black Ars.

MET System: You gain a one-Trmit resolution
banus an challenges to Semmem Soul, 11 you fall o
chullenge with this powet, though, and the difficulty i
deuble your current Socinl Trair taeal, you can b
‘."‘\-‘:l{.-'i.l.!:, |[1r'l'lj ['.“-l‘.' r]'ll." ll'-'l‘.'l.i'lll.]. g 'I.'.'l.'l[I "‘.'"{.'nll‘ruL‘l{'.“
show up (Mseveral” is defined by the Storyteller's mood
at the time).

see Compel Soul

A playcr's dice pool to compel the soul after sum-
Mg decrenses |""g one die

MET System: All Compel Soul tests suffer n one

Trait resolution penalty.
Tur Bowxe DatH

=& Apprentice's Brooms

On a botch, the necromancer hns accidentally
created nshambler, as described an p, 56. Ir attacks the

necromancer immediagely. 1Iiccan’t reach her, dostars
trashine anyrhing ir can ger its rorring hands on,

MET System: Make o simple test {win or tie)
each time you invoke Apprentice's Brovms (retest
with Clecult or Thanatalory), IFyou lose {and lose the
retest,; it .‘Llw], the created creature 15 o shombler not
under vour compulsion.

#os Shambling Hordes

O o batehy, the shambling hordes arenck the nec-
wirtanicer instead of following orders,

MET System: Make o simple rest (win or Lie)
cach time you invoke Shambling Hovdes (rerest with
Clecule or Thanatlomy). 1F you lose (and lose the
retest, thany), the creared crearure 15 ashambler not
undler your compulsion.

evee Soyl Stealing

Due to the merference of cthe maslsoom, che
difficubey forthe Kindred mak ing the conrested Will-
power rall risesto 7, while the vienim's difficuley seays
at . It the vierim’s sonl is eviceed, however, irs ployer
must moke o Willpower roll sgamnse difficulty 8 for
every hour thar it's exiled from s body. Bach faed
roll results oo permonent demmeement ance 1
returns to its beady. If the vicrimois a player’s charac-
tery the Staryteller may opt to allow her o spend a
paint of permanent Willpower to vold acquirine
new derancements,

MET System: The target of S il SI.’_H:Jh"Irj_!‘ T o
one Tt resolution bonusagaimsat the necromancer, so
b careful umless vou have a surfeit of Social Traits For
each hour! seene thae 4 soul is forced from ies body, it
must expend one Willpower Trait or else it gains one
permanent deranzement, Onee it runs out of normal
Willperwer Traits (if it bothers o resist), it loses one
permunent Willpower Treait (although this event pre-
vents aequisition of any derangements).

TraeAsH PDaTH

."'I.Il .’"-hll ]“dlll }‘Li“'l:l'?\ dre |||.I'JL' 'r'rtlll LERL LY 1|i.|..' |-l"|\|'L".
11 lill" MECTUIMANCErD & l.ll.l.'L' r\tll.ll -J.-l.l.l.' IIJLI'I,- EXoernilar is
Shroud Masrery

MET Swstem: Whenever yon muke o tist thar pierces
the Shrouid i some wiy with the fimst thrie levels of the Adh
Path Lsuch as Ery i by spwil someth i|1|__ with Shr ,t.l'.'.u-'v o

punching some ghiost whille osiog Dead Fliowd), yong sudfer o

e Tt v lorion peaaley. Thie coets o the powees thein
byt remigtn unchanged

s s s+ Fx Nihilo

The maetstrom's intensity ebbs and tlows. Dunnea
colin periond, when other Shadowlatids inhabitanes sf-
fer modernte domage from the Tying debis, 0 Kindred
Ex Mihilo tzkes no -.‘|:51|'|HIE_fL". But as the maclsteom
becomes more powertul, it'squite likely to deal ouratew
dice of lethal (or apyravated, ar the Storvteller's disere-

Coanaoar; Grvasy
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tion) damage each scene if the vampire isn't in o
protected structure (these lietle peaks of power happen
maybe once ot twice each night evervihere). This kind
ol inerease in intensity carelimb all the way up the scale
tov 18 dice of lerhal damage per scene as the Storyreller
dictates the intensity of the storm, but that's rare and
anly at sites of incredible focus. The odds are scrongly
against that kind of intensity at the vampire's location.
Sull, it can happen.

MET System: Gienerally, while traveling Fx Niilo
you suffer one level of lechal domage per hour! scene,
unless von win ar te s Simple Teet,

Tre Vitreous PParH

Rorls for the first three powersof the Vitreous Path
[Eves of the Dend, Hour of Dearh and Soul Judement)
are made at +1 difficulty, The two latter powers (Breath
of Thanates and Soul Feasting) have their difficulty
lowered by 1

Spirit ManNipuLation [ THAauMATURGY)

Porwers of this path are unaffected. The demons of
the spirit world seem o be mdically diffesent from the
ghosts lingenng bevond the Shrowd,

EvervoNeE But
UsIsStupim

It's sacl, but true. You'd think thar with-a dozen
other clans and fuck-omly-knows-how-many more blood-
lines, at least someone i there would have a clue. No
such luck. Some of these other stiffs have a chanee of
putting the whole “T'm not dead and parts of it aren't so
™ (hing together, but most of them miss it by o mile.
Don't get me wrong — 1'd love wo see the sun again and
not worry about catching fire every time my daughrer
lights a cigarerwe — but Caine gave his awful childer n
few gifts 1o case theirendless nightsof domnation. Since
most of these Licks would rather piryduck themselves
forever, though, and even the ones who realize the
porential waste it serting ench other on fire and curting
off their sines” heads, it's almost mooe.

Ir's lonely, sitting ar the Giovanni table. Bur its a
wierable loneliness,

THE CaMARILLA

ACcory) siys:

D't ger me wrong: | like the Camarilla guys, in
thie way thir vou like the guy who puts gas in vour car
and is always trying to talk to you about business
opportunities. They're a little annoying, md they're
unclear on the whole "vamplee” comcept ("Ooaoh,
din'teall ys thar! We're Kindred! ™), but other than that
the only thing [ auat spainst ‘e is their success,

| suppose “Let's not ger caught!™ {s simple enough
thit even the Malkavians can fetllosw thiee b |m'i|:|,_[|'1-,r||
H tl‘iE'!r‘ weren't such panstes about lewving feedbags
alive, | might be rempred to go through the basine
process and lesrn the secrer handshake (or whatever
vou des to get i the clubl Stll, Umelad [ don't have to
spend my nights bending knee 1o some creaky “prinee”
who sperds his time bitching about what shitry ideas
Lh’llll..ln:ri.li.":.' prnd ['In!I.! ERTErprise are Welcome to the
New Age, Viad.

They've been going toe o 1oe with the Sabbat
lately, which is fine with me. Ler the vwo big yacht clubs
fight. Every time rhey go for guts and gars, mare domuams
uor up for grabs. The real winner in this conflict 1s gong
to be rhe independent clan that can make the moss
gains while the Big Two pound on each other. 1 it
wasn't for the maelstrom, tharwould be us, poddamn it

Diego siys

As galling as their bullying and pretensions are
in- the short term, the Camarilln exists for one
purpose only, and 1t 1 reactionary. They exist Lo
concenl the existence of our kind, and many young
Chiovanni are shocked at how easy it is to quict the
Camarilla by holding them to their own Masquer.
ade standards, And ultimately, the Masquerade is
gtml.{ idea — for now,

To placare the Camurilla, it is only necessary to
play ta their preconceptions and w expose thise focets
of dir operations with which they are familiae. They
kniow that we have o cerrain faciliey with the dead.
They know thit we are great financiers. They donon,
however, know of our plans for the Endlew Night. [f
they knew, they would tise a5 one and wipe us off the
face of the Eirth,

Wt' MLSE COnCenirie on maintaining the ficrion
that mi Y RO e wl, .ll‘tu.lHﬂ'tunulm‘.w |y cur means
ty that end. They undersrand avance. If they thnk we
are mere moneyprubbers, they will nssume thar wee are as
devored t mainraining the starus U s Ilu",r ure. In
that case, they will be contenttoplay their silly polineal
games against us, they will sneer and smirk when they
count coup in some inane, rnsitory business deal, ond
they will be taken wholly by surprise when the sudario
falls amd they become our servants.

THeSannat

Areorri Ly

Alllcansay is... what the hell? Didn't these guys ger
enough kinky BISM bullshit when they still had work-
ing penises!

Okay, sure, there's all thar noise about stoppling
Antediluvians (who no one's seen since Abroham
was @ pup) and abour getring in touch with True
Vampire Nature and how it's a real fellowship, blah

Cotnmes, T by s i e Eamay




Blak Blah. 1t you shut your cars and check what they
do, it bosls down 1o, one, everyone Blood bonds
everyone else and two, mortals gar the Terminal
Puncture. Oh, and three: Let's break stoff, 1'm cool
with nomber two, but [ draw the line at adoring
everyone | hang around with. If ] work with someone,
[ don't wannn have mandartory affection roo.

D seeva:

Ire its own o way, the Sabbat 15 as stutfy and conserva-
tHve as the Camarillp. Bor where the Cannriln booles
disens ar ehe teeming masses of humanity and whispers
“Whist af they rise up and ¢rush us™ the Sabbar looks
fearfully up toward the Antediluvian blood gods and
whispers “What if they fall upon us"

bt @s 1 appreciace the Camarilla's admirable {ob o
keeping the mormals from becoming tooublesome, Lalso
wpprecinte the Sabbat's efforts to prevent more Ravnos
unpledsantness. Like the Democrats and Republicans of
America, the Camariflo and the Sabbat agree on olmost
everything and are therefore constantly casting about
for 1ssues on which they can contend. Bemg Kindred, of
course, the most common issue is simply naked power.

Ifone faction absolurely bad to mumph, 1 sop-
pose L would prefer Sabhan hell toCamarilla purgatory,
Feeding would be simpler and no doube they would
I.l'ull"l': ITRIES E!'Il'l."il_.ﬂ ||!"|i_':-|,|_r !'{t'l-'u.‘;_'vi_‘-rl l _l'hu'i‘l_"ll_:r:[ l'hl_'JI
“New Utopia” of Kindred masters and human slaves
15 not feastble in practice. i"i:rh:l[:-.— rlnrl:l,' i1 forny
thousand Kindred extst worldwide — it thar. And the
Sabhar expects o enslave billions, who have re:
course to tanks, flame-throwers and [lerusnotforger)
the sun!

Fortunnzely, the Camarilla has tuker it upon itself
tor redn ih the enthusiasm of the Sabhbar.

O the global level, the Sabbat and ourselves have
an unstated policy of mutual dismrerest. They have
made the ermor of ignoring us on the persorisl stage as
well, but | see no reason to fallow their foalish lead.
They're nor o very {it wol, burif one reluctantly admit
ter low Jevel ®pack” thir the Setites are trylng 1o rouse
thelt Antédiluvian, the Sablar can be made 1o pluck
the serpents’ fangs. Naturally, they require lirtle prod-
ding to sampige apminst the Camarilln as well, But be
very cireful when it comes to manipulating them: Thelr
constant blood sharine makez them unstable and lrenzy-
prome, dnd their ferishistic philosophies dis littde w
mnspire self-comtnl,

ASSAMITES

Accinr siays

“Torhe warkman shall a0 his wames." That's our of
the Bible. Now thar | think of it, most Assamites would
probubly wipe thesr noses with the Bible, if they still had
st to bBlowe, Anyliow, the Assamives used v be wseful,

relinhle sipy. A litele ppright amd humorless, burwhatdo
you expect from & hired pun!?

like the best assassing, they're more steaky than
tough In a steaght Hght, 1 figore your avereee Brojal
biker punk could rake one prerry quick. OF course, ['ve
tever inmy e or unlife seen such a thing as & "soralghe
fight" where Kindred ane concerned, Hell, 've never
seen a “srratehr Hight," perad.

Lately, they've been pomg unterly bacshic on
avone Hhey think they can fuck with, Thaur menns
yiou and me in particulor, sinee we don't have the
strengrh of numbers Like the bz bad Camarilla or
Sabhat. They tend to think they can pick lone
Criovining off without repercissions, which is why we
have to keep the pressure o them. If you make vour
haven ina town wich 8 Tremere chantey, you can
muke this o winswin option: by selling the Tremers
mformation about the Assamites — f you den't
decide to-do 1t theother way arcund

You hove three advaneages over Azsamires: Yo
ot money, vou got ghosts and vou ot self-control
The dses of money are ohiious. Ghosts e good for
u]JL};L{I:u_'_ bt ion, 1'-».||::._1.||lll. doylipghy inulorma.
tion. The ciannibalsare post mostets ot sneaking wround
by might, but in che dayrime dhey gor jack shit, so you
have the edge there. Finally, keep in mind that cheir
drinking problem maked ours look like a walk in the
park. TF you can interrupt their feeding often etioush
{veranather poi] use for ghostsd, voni carchuek some
Clamariaor Sabbat necaute in frone of 'em and warch
the dinlilerie Oy, Once thiey've dopie thin, v can [ritss
off the detailstoeither g seet and make the Assamie
their problem

iy st

I'm frankly surprised rthar the bloomd curse lasred as
long as it did. As 1 predicted, the "monagement” m
Turkey let it higher-generation sculawigs off the leash
awsoon an the curse faiked. For all their talk of horer and
sulidariny, their elders are not eager o be surmounded by
childer with am sddiction to Amaraneh,

The Assamites dislike as, bur actlvely despleae the
Tremere und often (by sssciation) the YVemtrne. The
Wentrue are wieful o us, and the Tremere envy then
piace: Therefore, it is best farus to direcr the dishike o
the Asamitesagiinst the Tremers toprotect the Venne
(ol ourselves) as much as possible
i, the
short erm. However, thelt structure isnotstrong enough
to contain o number of dangerows, tained killers w
whorn the taste of elder blood 15 completely iresistible
The elders will need o keep the neonates ur ever
iyereasing distanee for their owne sofiery; which will
L"“H.]i_' fi’ll.'” :||I|:"i.1li'r' 'I.'f't'ilj'll.,‘l'll.‘.ll .Fll[l“”l['r. | |'F|‘1||.l.'l |
majorerack 0 therr feade wirthin rwo vears:
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Brugan

Accuom says:

All pain, no gain, All guts, oo braln,

Dliggis sitys:

Chiven the Gangrel delection, the Brujah's pesition
within the Camurilla issrengrhened considerably, This
t5 just a5 well: 1 suspect that Brujah brurishness is just
what the Camarilla neads o fight off the Sabhat.

Whart few Brujah reéalize is thar without the
structure of the Camarilla, they would have nothing
to rehel aganse and would {consequently) have to
startdoing something mstead of simply rudling againse
their betters.

Ci ANGRE]

Accorr says:

Just as the Sabbat sturts to get uppity, the Gungrel
decide w bite the hand thar feeds them. Beauriful, Hey
there, Kindred-Formerly-Known-As-Trince! Wannn
hire oot O -__r_hn-_-t:n ferr cecon] ] BOC 8 wo-ler-one
speciil gotn'!

It I ger everyrhing | want for Christmas, these guys
will become "Kindred society's” new guns for hire,
While Assamites cun be nice for crackine out hammer-
heads holed up ina city haven, it loaks to me like the
Cangrel might be a licrle berrer for running down
problems who decide to Guit town. Sorr of 2 “hit man
versus bounty hunter” setup. Thee ssrie Assamites vou
can sl count on would sure be casier to hingele with if
they had senous competinon i their niche. Ie'sgood for
the marker, you know.

I don't know if that's real likely though. The
Assamites, wharever their other flaws, are rhghtly
knit, while the Gungrel ad o elon gre just o borched
verston of Taran Meets Diacula, On an individual
level, I'm sure thees sre lors of them who are going o
fitid thut unlife ourside the Camarilla can ke cold and
lonesomis, especially when the Sabbat stures to settle
some scotes. Those lonesame strangers are going to
be pretty vulnerable and probably more open o
dealing with folks from another “ousider elan.” 1t
doesn't hurt that many of them have never seen a
real, live hundred dallar bill, either.

L says:

The Gangrel defecrion metits a greut deal of atten-
tion. Oh, | don't mean that the Gangrel are poing to huve
much impact enourplins: Isuspect they're going to suffer
greatly from the attentions of the Lupines, if not morral
huntery, Other independenr clans have hierarchies or
systerns by which they acknowledue their elders o gain
the strength of imiry. (Oh, except for the Ravnios. How
could | ever forger the Ravnos!) The Ciangrel, licking
same, can look forwand to o steady urtrition from their
well-orgmized and numerous enemies,

While the Gungrel sre of little use ro our clan
— | suppose they could be used for standard
Puranescn scut work — the Camarills must be
fecling weak and nervous now that ene of their rwo
violence specialists hasscampered off. If the Brujah
ever take their feer out of thelrmouths long enough
to walk away, the Ventrue might have wo start
doing their own dirty work.

It is theretore desirable ro make things easier for the
Gangrel, tor a time, They must survive long enough to
make things parndful for the Camanlla. After that, they
can sink or floar on ther own, but if they are hurt too
badty, too quickly, they'lrun back 1o their old masrers
with their tails between their legs.

Any aid should (or course ) be given without tisk, If
possible, they should not know who is helping them, or
even that they have been helped. [f heing obvious iz
unavoidable, proper care should be taken to make the
recipient feel indebred.

LasomMmaia

Accorrt savs:

The Lasombra must have really been some-
thing, once upon a time. Actually, they're still
somerhing tonight. 1e's just that they're something
largely anachronistic and irrelevant. Back in the
Dark Ages you could ger away with the hrooding,
uppity, droir de seignesy routine. But [ don't care how
stiart, eough and ruthless you lice, foone 0 the 2|t
century 8 going to acknowledge o fucking king,
especially some whackedsout freak who proclaims
himself the dread, dark Tord,

See, the Lusombra (like many strong, capuble
prople) don'tknawhaw to lose. They nin't used to it Sa
when ||1L-'|.-"r;=.1.:|_1lﬂu From strenprh T:J.ﬁtrunmh. get out of
their way, because capitalizing on victory is what they
do best. Bur when they finally do stumble — sind believe
me, when it's two clans against seven, plus the mortals,
they're Leing rm stumble — that's the time o rake ‘em
for all they'te worth.

i says:

n”' Si_"lj'll‘.‘i-h COUSINS ang a ".‘LI.!'.IETI" CONTH H'Il.lF‘,.'
gxample. A fine combination of srength and intel-
lect, courage nnd cunning, they have become bogged
down in the untensble role of “Sabbar coalition
builder" and fighting their tedious war againsr slum
bering enemies that may or may not exist, This is
whitt happens when you try 1o preserve an old situa-
tion instend of adapting toa new one. If they had
rurned theit constderable energies and abilities ro-
ward something worthwhile, they'd be done by now,
Instead, the future they contemplate is one of unre-
micting toil and conflict, What a waste of u perfecrly
functional eternity.

Charmms, T I Roams 1 P




Mar HaAavianN

ALcor urys

Evenia :\r.l.l!.":!."\_'l.{ ".‘.'.\[L'll Lk Hj;i|[ Fiwice & 1.w. |-||r 5|'H_i|
doesn't meon | wanr one hangmg on my wrst. The some
poecs thouble for Malkavians

Hegn savs

Fl | 'lli.'u'uuhir- O YEars, Wi kmvew 1!'1-: |'l.'.'||. SIS O
madness, and rckv s ML I‘Il,lll,li'\lllil_'-‘- L]‘_':'m:m ||.]'\-u Ui
vinced the world that it's beciuse mama sropped breass
teedmp roo soern, Riglbisly,

Mudness and particularly the madness ol
Mualkavians s what happens when a mind {5 oo
exposed to the breakdown of the world, All rhe
Malkavians con mdvise you about is what is leaking
‘||i1' III|_|I o [ll.'u!l--i'l ‘\Illl I CT r-;'§| ':,lll.- |_]||_' SETTE -.i
is merely chao

The madmen cun be surprisingly coberent snd

3 i
Iroit in ther ACTIONS, |'IJI IAs uithmately -1|L|1, the

{5 10 |
rumble of thunderwithout the lighming s flash, Against
the infinite panence of ohlivien, they are insimiticn
NAGTARAJA

Acorr s

Ney

Lhegn siys

1 heard of it

Drast v dust. D woold not mimd finding one i order
toinvestigate rumors ol thiemr so-called "Wicreons Pach”

|y

-'1, W)

[ alsiwould not mind il they were all extinguished and
thesr knowledpe wich chem.

MoSFERATL
AccorrT siys:
I T wiae o shit-stinky lump of fuply,

miake me feel better to know the deep din on everyone
clse. Stay on good terme with these miys

| Uikesy- 11 II."._-_'lI;

LN ] [l.ll'.:,' it
divesn 't involve letting "em In yoor havers, Take t from
i, whatever theyve leaking n yvour furmitiee, it o
right tliroueh the fucking Scorchpand.

Aulso — when they atart in wich the “To me, my
feral minlons!™ heaul s ass

[iegi

].lE.J-L L,

rowiEie, 10 chime 1o
Alaes

they are formunnte. Like our Lamin's Kz,
ther curie shields them froum the self-de EPrion Corms
ey e e Boogah andd Toveador, They koow chey
e clammed. Undorromace]y, « INyOnE
se i mome to stned | Roones 1t as well

elsewith e

vy L s
They are also quite inguisitive. If any clan 1
gonng o find out about our wltimate goals, it will
prabably be the Nosfemtu, Futhermore, ns they an
despised by athers, they do rend to stick vogether [no
pun inrended ), Thus, any Nosferntu spy found shalk.
ine phout one's res canniot i
dinblerized Thart wi

sy
|| omly b bus
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To protecr oneself from Mosferatu spying (or
tronmm mnyone else's, for tharmareer), ez advisalile to
pertorm the most secret rituals only in the secure
confines of strongholds such as those in Venice and
Boston. Some spiritf possess the ability w penetrate
Nosterstn disguises, bur this s far tfeom being a sure
thing. Physical precautions are more effoctive. | am
untamiliar with the last word in technological trap-
ping, bur L assure you a pool of burning oil gives pause
o any skuller

It 15 also imperative 1o keep one's residence free
ol vermin, Burthe presence of spirits generally fright-
ens off any creature smart eng rl.lgh l Colmmunicate
with a Nosferatu.

Bavros

Accorr savs:

Aw, something bad happened back Easrto a bunch
of arrogant, nomadic, lyving, sricky-fingered Gypsy
doucle bogs? Boo fuckin' hoo.

[iege servs:

The Ravnos are in rrouble, thanks, I helieve, 1o
stmething gone awry in ther bloodline. They are 5o
few now! We are also experiencing difficulties,
courtesy of this new maelstrom. Unlike the Ravnos,
hiowever, our distress is not known far and wide in
Emdred sociery.

| see two possible tates in store tor Clan Ravnos.
Uine 18 that the ather predutors will scent weakness and
full on them lke juckals, The orher is that the survivors
will prostitute rhemselves for protection o whatever
pimp they can find.

L chie first case, it would be wise for Clan Giovanni
to be at the able soon enough ta dine well. In the
second case, they are whar my Milllver cousing would
call "motivated selless," which is never a strong posivion
from which to bargain,

I recommend thut we offer the olive branch of
succor to the remnants of the Ravnos, [t should not be
unaccompanied by the thoms of scom and price, of
course: If we're “nice” for no reason, they'll surely
recogniize o trick. Buvif we offer them procection ue o
high price, I think we can wring more from them thar
those who will not forsake vengeance ut any price,
Ewnt‘-u.a[h,;. the 'v'i:l:lgtflll lI.!J_L[! it become ANETY unnugh
to b “motivared buyers.”

What can protecting them cost! They are now oo
wesk to dare offending us, and any theft gives us just
cause o rob them in their disrress. I any of their
enmies are oo strong, well, protection (s, easler
withdraw than ro grant

[F yonr wish o steal from a man or even merely to
cheachim, it iseasier todoso ithe isat your mble instead
of i warld away

SETTTES
Accor savs

You know what | like to do with the spakes!

Beat the shit out of ‘em. Don't ralk to ‘em, don's
negotiare with "em, don't screw nround scheming
against their fucked up mortul pawns: Just pound
their asses down, Bear them (nto fucking paste
Goddamn 1 lare these motherfuckers,

Of course, things don't always go the wuy you
want. If you can't fuat ger the drop on one of these
shithags and give him the whar-for with a fire A%, YOU
may have to apply some serategy. B you cin, use our
generil straregy — have ghosts follow bim, suck dry
any morcals he's gor for allies (or, more Tikely, pat-
stes), disrupe his feeding with spirits until he's weak
and blood starved, then e in with the wail-soudided
bigselull bat.

[feven tharaln't feasible, you can try to rile up the
Camarilla ("You nin't gonea believe this, but they're
vinlating the precious Masguerade!™ ) or the Sabbar
{"You ain't gonna believe this, but they wannawike
up an Antediluvian!™) or the Lupines ("Hey! Look
aver there!") or the Assamites ("Dhd you know Set is
4 Jew! Plus, I'll give you a quarter,”™), Don't try
sending in the police, though, All vou ger 1= o bunch
of Dominated, blood-hounsd P 1l.||.'|-'.mg each other
up the ass on meth,

It you absolurely, positively must deal with these
fuckers... well, just don't loak "em in the eve, thae's all
I'll say

Dicpn says:

The criux of our mutual hostility s o fundmmental
meompacibility between our goals ind theirs. They
want o resurreet some withered anachronism of 3 pod
wnd spend etemnity being the first amonge ity slaves. We,
ot the other hand, wish to reconfioure the world et
it is easy for us to be as gods ourselves

Qur plan is nor wichout a grandeur, | think, thi
contrasts well with the essential wualor snd masoch-
Ism of theirs, Nonetheless, despite the differences, in
one important way we are more like the Setites than
any other clan: We are similar because we hoth have
a goad. Not only a ginl, but a cancrete, transtorming
goal that can be moved toward resolutely and pre-
served indefinitely once achieved, Campare thiswith
the goals of the Sabbat and the Camorilla: They are
hoth passive and retrograde. They only want o prevent
things from happening

Buat chanee (s inevitable. Conservatives always lose
in theend. L.’Jnl'f LI TSl e [1|il11 for the cransformacion
af the worlid 12 peceprable, and it 18 niot the Setites'

The advantage we have is that we know of their
eschutological ambitions, while they hopefully only

Charmia Tt I Runes i 1t Fanay




SLSPECT OuUrs, We cannor affoed a direct confronta-
o, but i 1s nonetheless imperative that theie plans
b fiotled.

Ol srrugele with then must perforce bé a subtle
one, We must impede and weaken them without
them perceiving our inwerference. Given their cun-
ning i ther inclinations, this (s difficulr. Trickmg
a clan of thieves, hars and plmps is a sk akin w
bearding o lon in irs den.

Tosucceed, we must play to ourstrengths and offser
theirs, Our stremgths are money and spints, Money can
b= vseed Vo ronm chesr binvers or (e che comilet-rle boareas
that both our elans favor) to hire mercenaries, Even the
stromeest of the Serpents tend 1o pause when stopping
roumids from a repeating rifle,

More importantly, the restless dead are largely
impervious 1o the Serives’ vl Reshly blandishments,
However, the Serpents are experts at the manipulanion
of humuim passion, If they perceive the needs of both
s and spettn for emotion, our own tools may be
turned mgainst us,

A covert war against the most duplicirous of clans
i% 2 daunting snd dangerous task, but we do have one
great advantage. Our founder 13 alraady awake.

Toreanor

Accorm survs:

I'd Uke to dismiss the lot of "em @8 & pack ol
bucaioli, but I've reluctantly had to admit that they
can be pretty smart sometimes. 'm thinking abour
the Internet stocks here. Say what you want about
the Torcador; once they heard there was o new way
to look ar dirty picrures they were on it Like dollars on
a dirty cop. | put some moncy in when 1 saw which
way the wind was blowing, bur the clan elders in
Venlee just couldn't understand wliar was si great
about being able to hook your calculator ta a rele
graph, Damn. Botr 1 suppose it wasn't our biggest
missed opportunity in 2000,

Also, 1 chink that “arcistic entrancement”
bullshit 1s a pur-on. You want to know their real
weakness! It's thar they can still have orgasms,
which means most of “em ure still carrying their
braing berwesn their les.

W you're good looking you can probubly entice
them with the whole gathick, brooding, dark “allure of
the forbidden necromantic dabbler” shtick. Bur the
[nternet stocks are played our, so what's the point?

|r:"|.|"i;|1 RS

Az with so many of the clans, the preat strenech of
the Toreadeor 15 also therr grear weakness. Thar ceniral
tactor is this: They are the closest omong us to being
mortal, Many of them refuse 1o realize thar human
emaotions are only a hozard to ondead like us,

Their mawkishness aside, the Toreador are priok-
ably ourstiongest allies in the Camarillu, Tlieir greed
for ordinary pleasure and wealth are a refreching
clange from the emotional machimations of the
Lasombra, the incoherent political philosophy of the
Brujah or the rigid, abstract powetr plays of the
Ventrue. Their desperation ro cling to humanity has
made the Toreador pleasingly pragmatic sbout other
aspects of undead existence. Thus, they can be nepo-
tiuted with to much ddvantuge.

TrREMERE

Atcorm savs!

| haote every last one of these goddamn’ commies,
arwd thie only reason | miss food isvanse | Can’r hold ane
dowvrr ind <hir on i,

I ain't erazy about any clan with a “ruling coun-
cil." butone that makeseveryone loweron the ladder
suck dick (or the undead equivalent) s just showine
how chickenshit they are at heart. Oh, they're clever
aered they've gor some rricks thin 1'-||i|1-.| make Penn
and Teller cream their jeans, . but they're cowards
when it gomes to ictually domg anything. For every
Tremere who's taking care of business, there's twa
holed up m a tower somewhere working on the Path
of Thumbup My Ass. Thisdoes mean their “panties,”
or whatever the fuck they cill thetrwitch-houses, ire
well protecred.

The only thing they do better than fuck cach
other over b make enemibes of oiber clans. The
Tamisce hove o ruging hard-on to kill the Tremere
24/ 7{ ¥65-and-a-quarter, and the Assamites are pos-
sibly even more pissed off. If you can't bargain an
Agsamind down o fucking penmies whan (0 comes o
doing a hit on a Tremere, then you're o disgruce to
your stingy, chiseling ancestors

Speaking of chiseling, the other Tremere weakness
is they think they're smarter than everyone else, even
though mose of these hmpos couldn't out-hagele o
Toronta used cor dealer on the sharpest mghe of thee
el ives. They've alwiys inrerested in new mogreal fucked
upness, so they're hoppy to make o "far omde” of
thiumumrgical knowledge for necromancy. Heha | lknow
a Pisanuh inCuba whio's sold the first couplee of ranks of
the Bone Path three times, leaming different Tremere
paths every nme.

By the way, you heard the joke abour the Tremere
who used o1 tampon os 3 res boag!

Digposays:

The Tromere want to supplant the Yentrue as
thefoundation of the Chimarilla, They are too well
organized and responsive for this o be permitied,
Under Ventrue influence, the Camarillo i€ conser.
vative to the point of immobllity. That is 3 good

Comaoon: Goway)
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thing. Under Tremere guidance, the Camiarilla would
become more focused and direct, and more capable
ol diseerning our true goals. Thar would be a bad
thing: However, the admirable tenacity of the
Tremere should not be underestimated. Despire
thesr repuration as neurasthenic scholars, they have
survivied everythime the Tzimisce, Assamites and
Cangrel have been able o align againse them for
centuries. Thus, we should notopenlyalienare them,
lesr they succeed ar seizing the Camarilla and tum
vengeful eyes upon us

The opportunity in this sicuation lies in our own
crisis, For decudes, the Tremisre have covered our nee-
tamantic powers, even golng so far as to produce their
wwn, off-brand “Spiric Thaomaroegy” out of scraps from
ot muperior Asl Patch,

We have always resisted giving awny our most
powerflal secrers, MWaw thuar the Shadowlands bave sud-
denty become so perilous, perhaps it 15 time for greater
epeniness with the Tremere. They hove clamored so
lomg: Perhape we should finully sell them enough tope
tor T chemselves.

Trmmsce

Acpemm wrys:

Wow, Nut only are they saddled with a name noone
can pronounce, they all seem doomed to spend eternity
playing with themselves, Now tha's damnarion

Deses siryye

The Tsimisce nreexperts m ahigh lyarcane field char
his no relevince tous, nor to anything else. We politely
stay out of their way and expect the same courtesy

VENTRIIE

Accon sy

These puys pur the "anal® in “banul.” Cute, huh! A
Toreador wold me that vae. They've por more money
than Croesus and cheir hooksare inevery police deparr-
ment in the world, Half the EU and large chunks of
NATO are either sucking chem off or being sucked on,
nd either way the Blue Bloods win.

They hove all this power, and whit are they
doing with it? Nothing. Literally, they are not ac-
tivelydoing anything —oh, unless you include looking
tor o "scientlfic explanatdon” for the indead condi-
tion. Instead, they're putting all that effor and enerpy
inte prevention,

Thuar's what | love about the Ventrue: They spend
theirwhole imlivescovering ass hecausethey figure that
we "Kindred" will sll hang wopether if one ass gets
caught hanging separarely. Keep ap the good worlk,
knuckleheads!

[Diegns suys;

The key ro the Ventrue is respece. Their highest
Priority is maintinimg cheir delusions of primacy, Few

Ventrue conflicts cannat be salved by gestures of peni-
tence. Hang your head, ace as if you've been caughr in
an imescapable bind (which may well be rrue, given
their ndmitted skill ot munagmg the ralenrs of orher
clans), unwillingly offer reparations and move on to the
next step in bringing the Endless Night, Once the
sucdarior is down, the Venrrse may well be our greatest
Kindred foes, so it is necessary w limir their power i
much as possible now, But challenging their power
directly only provokes them to prearer stubbormness.
Remember always that m thelr minds, they are the
nobles and we nre the merchans, They ate conrent ta
humiliate us, whereas a Lasombra or Taimlswe they
WLII.IILJ JL‘EETE“["

OTHER TROUBLEFMAKERS

L upisey

Aprorm savs:

Stay the fuck uway, period. Teasing the animals is
only moderately safer than sunbarhine.

Digpo savs:

The judictous wse of a spivieo proxy can lead hemd-
Sll"UtgLupiﬂt'& I:,:I.i o could find nny other kind} into
a Serite latr or Tremere chantry, bur know rhar they are
hot s reave about the sprie world s we might hope, If
youarrrace e leattention of 'l.-'t.'lll-_:l:':lllll wererwaolf, vour best
recourse is to dlee and wait for it to age oway,

Maceg

ACCorTd says:

Olleay, lemme tell you abour the sorcerers | per
sonally knew. They formed a “cicele,” abour three of
these punks, pale, dressed in black and penerally
acting like blood doll wannabes. We made each
other's acquaintange through some murual contaces
on the other side of the Shroud, and | evenrually gor
ter the point that | was willing o meet and alk with
rher. ley waunted, drpThse SUTPTISE, INSITuCTion
ahout necromancy and the Kindred, and they offered
their own knowledge m return. So we wenr back and
forth for a while, doing the horse trader bit; and |
tricked them all into partiul blood bonds, bur chey
were just a pain n the ass to deal with, They dudn'e
want to ger invalved with the other clans: They
didn’y really give much of a fuck abour Kindred
sociery ar all, They anly wanted to know what we
knew about the other side, bur every tume Vd tell
them somnething they'd just kind of shake their hends
or act snotly or try o “pently correcr my
misperceptions,”

Then the maelstrom came along, Now, rwo of
them are dead and the third ane gor himself seuck
on the other side of the Shroud. Idior. Sure, they got
their avatarget quintessarial paraclyrie whatevers,

Crunrom T b Rubes w5 it Pty




burt | puess they didn't experience two spirit storms
betore this, did they?

[Hegn wiys

My knowledee of the "worldbuilders™ {5 alight, as i2
their eftect on the world's Kindred. From direct experi-
ence, | would say thar analert magus 15 2 good match for
i neonate. Their compararive physical fragility 4s bal-
nnced by their versanility, Thus, inany Kindred -on-mage
comflicr, surprise is desirable. But 1 suppose thut's rroe of
any conflict.

lf the enchanrers have a general flaw, it i=
simply this: Like the Tremere, they tend to judge
themselves smarter than anvone they meet. Evenn
crotry snd powertul wizard is likely to underestimare
the ule needed o survive centuries of Kindeed
realpalivik, They can be used, bur as tools of un-
known capacities and weaknesses, they are best
usel with grear caurion, Berrer to simply let time be
VOUT assnssin.

CHAKOFLINGS

AororT 4

Whatever. The anly fatries | care about are
the Toreador,

[Negwr says;

As with the sorcerers, my encounters with fate
huve been rove and not particularly sarisfactory, Thett
cliom of anorher world, “Arcadia,” averlapping our
own sounds sumilar to cur own experience with the
Shadowlands — and yet, we are unable to contact
thisteglon or corifiny its existence. | am content thal
itiznot relevant to our goals: Another supernatural
zome means there isa possibilicy, however slight, that
the Endless Night could have substantiully unfore-
SETN COnESeqUE NCes.

| would like very much to acquire such a being for
stucly. Untortuniitely, our preferred merthod of securing
sott]s for interrogation does not seem o work on faerics,
causing the addicioral chinllenge of keeping one impris-
o] el alive

Hurrers

g sty

I'd pwwn my tangs and drink through a fucking
araw o know wheee these little shits came fram.
Sinners in the hands of an angry God or something,
probably. The best theory L heard came froma Tremere
whi wits hanging out with some honest-ta-Caine
mage shooring the shit abour the maelstrom and
Bunglodesh and all rhe other freaky nonsense that's
been poing down, Anyhow, the mages think all the
mystic shit in the world |s connected somehow — |
think the Tremere called it a Hermetic model or #
Pluronde swlenl or somerhing — and that it's stareing

to shift, or maybe crack apart. If they're right, that
means all the magic cricks we use to stay out of sight
ire swrting to corp out: These “hunterns” are just
ordinary schmucks upon whom our hiding Disci-
plines don't work anymore, '

In face, it was probably one of these hastards
who cast us Birmingham, This philandering cracker
named Henmy Enmes cleaned our the local nest of
Camarilla pussies, allowing us o move right in
Unfortunarely, he's still arowme, seill making rrouble
Kidnapping his daughter only slowed him down —
he's got huddies coming our of the woodwark o
whack # ghoul here and brutse up & neonate chere
The cops re afrer him for murdering his wife (long
story), so it's only o marter of time before the
Toreador or Ventrue ger their mirts on him, and
then 'l have ro hagele with them

What's bad 15, |'ve heard some of them can just rub
their eyes and shrug off our “do whar | rell you" thing
Un the plus side, beaung their asses into fine gel sill
wiorks as well as ever,

Homn says:

InAD 1000, history notes histeria, violence and
a rremendous resurgence insuperstition, eschatolopy
and the kind of faith that leads people ro do stupid
and hurtful things. [ the year 2000, | recall little in
the way of the predicted “millennial cerrorism,” bur
[ wonder if the passion and beliel simply Toand
another outlet. | have fele the force of u chanted sutra
aspowerfully asa brandished cross. Who is o say tha
the modern New Ape beliefs propagared through
relevision and rablaids have not found their own
tormi of true fuich!

Regardless of my theory, the fact remalns that some
mortals can indeed peer through the Camarilla's Mas-
quernde as if it were glass. Not only chat, they are able
o perceive ghoses in the Skinlands as well. Thus, it is
quite easy o use & compliant spivito o lead these
crusuding zealots w the local Elysium. Either the med-
Al mormuls die or the goublesome Kindred do, and
everyone goes home happy.

E-'-' Eryune 1ﬁ'n-']-IL'l MAtters, l'lrl?]}l'l-“'.

Tre OrpHIC CIRCLE

ALTOTT SN

Wha'

Diege says:

Wherever did you hear of the Oophic Circle?

You need not conceriyoursellwith them. Like
the Nagaraja, theirtime has come and gone. Should
you encounter our renegade cousin Antonio and
his AssOciates, |'|1_'|1.L'H'l..'|.*r. div mint resicare to inform
me immediately. 1 am enger to express my displea-
sure to him,

Cissimnt; Citwann
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New TRAITS

The following new Trairs moy help players and
Storyrellers round ow their Cliovannt charactérs, As
always, these new aprions are just that — oprional
and St I-'il',ls'”t'l'ﬂ MY Teskmcy thelr use In l'|||'- i les,

New BACHGROUND

ST SLAVES

Nunzio felt vaguely tionic as he gesteered with the knife
at the sruffed andmal, "Goddamn i Betsy " he velled, “If
vt ebont't o whar Teell you, T ossicers |oudll shie ehis firey
frckey from il to card and shie in the sagfime!”

“Wonii.." waled the livde pirl ghoss, “Tha's Mister
Fun Bumny! My deldy gave him o me!”

T don'e cave if he's Mister Fuck Buedy, unless you
wateh tha old haspard — the gy T shuaved vou, with the g
cars and the beard — the sabit's o, pot o’ Uemip! ™

The young ghost sebbed | provoking disgnse deep in
Minzin's stilled feiere. Meavbe he should have oried the
other ghost, the one wed to that goddamn weight balr,
of all things. .. then Ninzio saw thar Berry das relie
ety noddinge,

Yo'l pn!”

She -.I-l'pl'mf herr fuieaeel,

“Good, See? Was that so havd? And djeer vou tell me
wthat he didd, rell youawhar: We'll o i MeDomald" s and you
can watch some kids, all vighe? ™

Thar omie iy the pletyreamel?”

lesus Chaise. " Sure. Whatever,"

This Trait represents a hold you have over a
ghost, or several ghosts. Usually this hald is i the
form of cateny — either something thit the ghase
valued highly m life, or possthly a random abject or
place towhich the spivito became artached during rhe
mgelstrom. Regardless, vou have a hold over the
st and can bully iy by threatening s ferter. Alrer-
natively, you mighrhave informatlon about the spiric's
goals and can control i by aiding or impeding {r. For
more information on what phests can do and the
ravings of this Backzround, see the “Spirll Staves™
box on p. 54,

. You have a hold on one weak s,

L Your hove indluence over two minor ghosts, or
one of grenrer power,

soe  You're the boss of three lesser ghists, or fewer

who can do more.

Four ghosts gre under your sway, ar fewer whao

AT STTONpLr

sseve You hove nustered five weak phosts, or fewer
who are more tibentied.

MET System: You can apply rhis Backeground inplace

of the Retamers sdvaninge that Giovanni usually pes-

sess. The Spirte Slave Backeround then differentintes
berween tnortal confederatis wid bonnd souls, A
Giovinml can purchase Spirie Slapes Like any othies
Bnckgltulrld. biut ir {5 not available oo charerers with
ot Necrimancy.

GHIBERTINECROMANCY

When broughe into the Giovanni [old,. the
Chiberti were already quite familiar wish the finet
points of Afcican nierintaney. These unocoustomed
tia E.]:L' ““II'{HIIE !—Hll]‘t l.l1—ir|-J|Ii'||.r'rl [ --"|.|-r||_'.|1|I W mh-..'i
nfren have trouble controlling them — mechani-
cally, an inexpernenced Kindred suflers i +2 penulty
ter the difficuley o rolls to wse Mecromuncy un the
phosts of indigenous Afvicans. Furmer slnve traders,
the Ghiberti combined elements of thelr prior pro-
fession wnd their unwholesome sorvery s criare W
path of Mecromaney thot made the cnslpvement of
Ivory Kingdom wraiths eagies togccomplish, Study-
iny the strange powers of the ghostly Modiman, the
Ghibierti learned t6 trace wratths and bind them,
Note thar few {1f any ) Glovanni who are not memn
bers: of the Chiberr fumdly biave access o the
knowledee of how 1o compel abombo, much less
mistery o the Cesotaph Patly,

THe CeNOTAPH PDATH

FExperienced Ghiberti Kindred recopnized rliar
mystically compelling the dead required anextensive
knowledge of the pghosts e be so commanded, Wheteas
muny among the Gimily content themselves with
mastery of the cecasiona] weaith and the means o
affect corpses or the Underworld, more erudite prac-
ricinners looked into necromantie means to unearth
locnations or ohjects holditg strong ties o the dead.
Some such studies becime ritupls, whereas others
developed into a discreee path concerned primarly
with discovering or foreine links berween the livinge
world and the Shadowlands

Muost students ol Necromancy artribute the ¢re-
arien of the Cenotaph Path tothe ems Inl.lnwm!; the
World Wars, The orear numbers of dewd and dying
acrisss the \'I-'Hril.|. I:'-"-'PL"LJI.I”}' th |[1'—crl nced soldiers
Hlung to far corners of the globe, made tor a brisk rrade
i sonl-catching. Those Ghiberti who could “smiff
aut” the recently dead (especially in quantity) mon-
aged to aupment their pursuits with the use of
L:i:nﬂl‘..i]'ri'l Nt"ﬂ rlﬂ"...'ll'll.}" el rlnl,{ |II"|}|"I.'r| i |I1E||_| [LITis
itnpoartant to the lepons of wraiths, A few older
members of the Giovanm poimt our thot shmlar
powers proved useful during the ancient heyday ol
Mediterrunean expansion, in seeking our dearh culrs
ar bartlefields during the prime of Rome and Tealy.
Rogardless, the parh vemains somethnge of o ety as
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it serves primarily to amplify the other powers of an
alrepdy-skilled Necromancer,

Cenotaph Necromancy seems to funcrion on the
principle thar a Kindred, already a cadaver, is en
unnatural bridge between the living and the dead.
Through this principle, the path allows the Necra-
mancer © find other, similor linkapes. The basic
rudimentsof the Cenotaph Fath function easily enough
once the Kindred learns to atrune himself to these
connections. Advanced mastery of the path usually
entails some brief ritual to forge artificial connecrions,
either through breaking tabgos to draw the
Shadowlands ¢loser by focusing unsavory passions or
through rechniques of authority and purity designed
to command the two disparate worlds together, (See
Blood Magic: Secrets of Thaumaturgy for informa-
tion about Necromancy techniques. )

* AToucHor Deari

Just as a Necromancer may exert mastery over
the Shadowlands, so too can some ghosts exer
themselves in the mortal world, Whereas obvious
displays of wraithly power such as bleeding walls or
disembodied moans certainly won't be mustaken,
some ghostly abilities exertsubtle effects thac aren't
caslly recognized, A Necromancer sensitized to the
residue of the dead, though, can feel whether an
sbject has been touched by a ghosr or sense the
recent passage of a wraith

System: The Necromancer simply touches a per-
son or object thar he suspects is o vietim of ghostly
nfluence. The plaver rolls Pérception + Oceulr (diffi-
culty 6. If successful, the Necromancer can determine
whether a ghost hasexerted any sorts of wraithly power
on the subject, or even crossed nearby, to the duration
detailed below.
| success
I successes

Last turn; detect use of ghostly powers
Last three tums; detect use of
ghostly powers

1 successes Last howr; detect ghost's touch and use
of ghostly powers

Last day; detect ghost's touch and use
of ghostly powers

Last week; derect nearby passage of
shost, ehost’s touch anid use of
phostly powers

4 successed

5 SuCCessis

On a failure, the Necromancer receives no im-
pressions. A borch reveals a misleading answer (an
object may seem tinged with ghastly power when it's
nat, or vice versa ), Should the Necromancer succeed
indetection while rouching an object or person that
a ghost Is possessing, he immediately becomes aware
that the ghost isstill inside. The impression gained in
such @ case is sufficient to count as a “strong psychic

impression” for purposes of the Sepulehre Path's
pawers, so the Kindred may be able ro (for example)
immediately command o ghost roexir i person whom
It possesses.

MET System: You simply touch an object or
person and make a Static Mental Challenge with a
difficulry of 6 Trares, vamg Oeenle Abiliry for rerests,
It you succeed, you immediately realize whether any
wrnithly powers have been exerted on the subject
during the current game session. If the wraith cur-
renrly possesses the object or person touched, you
become aware of this and may choose to exercise your
Sepulchre Path powers (f uny) as if you knew the
wraith's name.

8 Revieal THE CATENE

MNecromantic compulsions funetion much more
effectively when the caster uses an ohjecr of signifi-
cance to the phost in question. Such ferters tie the
dead to the living lands through their remembered
importance — a favored recliner for relaxing, a re-
viled prece of art foisted off hy hated relatives orsome
object ofsimilarly intense emotion. Many Giovanm
can detect such catene through the use of rituals (see
Rirval of the Unearthed Ferrer, p. 165 of Vampire:
The Masquerade). With this power, though, the
Ghiberti can determine a ferter with just & Tew mo:
ments of handling, The Kindred simply runs his
hands aver the objecr and concenvrates on 1t He
quickly receives an impression of the wem's (or
person's) importance o wraiths, if anyy should the
wraith be one known o the Necromancer, e im-
mediately recognizes the obyect as a ferter ro thar (or
those) wraith{s). Successful identification.of a con
nected wraith is novexclusives that is if the Glovanni
determunes thar the object is important to a ziven
wraith, he can also devermine i there nre other
wraiths tied to the item, though he must use che
power again Lo eain thieir wentities.

Many Necromancers use this power on objects
already identified with A Touch of Death, in order to
determine whether the ghost is trying to attune a given
fetrer or simply woving with the world of the living,

Svarem: The Necromancer holds and axomines
the objectfor at least three rurns — (Ui <an ivem, tlas
mesans turning it over in his hands, running his
fingers along it or otherwise miving & @ critleal eye;
with a person, this may require o more... invasive..,
examination. The player then spends a blood paine
and rolls Perceprion + Oeeulr (diffleuley 7Y, IF suc-
cesstul, the Kindred derermines wherher the abject
holds any sigmificance o any wraith and, wirh three
or more successes, the identity of at least one such
wraith (which of course allows the Kindred ro use the
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Sepulchre Path on that wraith ). If the Necromancer
already knows any of the wraiths involved, their ties
are tevealed with their idenrity — <o, if the Necro-
mancer already knpws of a wraith well enough o
summom and mrrlpe| itwith arher powers, successful
ientification of a ferter tells whether the abject is
tied to thar wraich, in addirion w any other impres-
stons galted,

it aboreh isscored, the Ghiberti con never succpss-
fully use this power on the item being examined.

MET Svstem: Spend a Blood Trait and vake half
ntmimute [or three torns, if youare in combat time)
carefully examining vour subject (bur don't touch
other players — remember the No Touch tule).
Then, make a Static Mental Challenge, difficulry 7
Traits, with Qecult Ability forretests. [Fyou succeed,
you tmmediarely know whether the object is a Fetter.
If =0, vou gam an impression of the identiey of one
wraith to whorn 1t is Ferrered, though a Narcator o
Storyrieller decides what name o give, If the object 13
4 Ferrer to multiple weaichs, vou will receive an
impression o5 well ae the mformanon thar “other
wrniths are tied o this item," and vou may excrcise
the power again o gain additional ditferent identi-
ties (uny identicy d]TL:LiL:";.' known to you &5
:ult;Dﬂ'L:lli::l'i“'g' excluded).

*8 e TaeanliponTHE GRAVE

The extended awareness granted with the Ceno-
taph Pathallows the Necromancer to sense the vagaries
of the sudario and o find locarions where the
Shadowlands and the living world come close. Otfren,
the Necrommeer experiences a chill or shiver when
stepping into an arci where the Underworld lies ne
the hiving one. With pracrice, the Glovanni can tell
exactly where such locations are.

Experienced Necromancers learm thatcertatn loci-
rivms are sisceptible w ghostly influence; these haunred
areis often bocome homes of @ sorr for wreaiths. A
knowledurable vampire can thus discover places where
the demd are lileely o dongregate, the héter 1o snare
them with other Necromancy powers.

System: The player simply declares intenr o
sense the Shroud {n an ares and nkes o Willpower
tol| (difficulty B). Success revesls the Shroud rating,
The Storyteller infiarms the player of the wting,
while m story terms the Giovanni leams that the
lowarion is highly atruned to the Shadowlands, about
avierage {not very close o the world of the deagd) or
far removed from the realm of desth. Failing use of
the pawer has no adverse affect, though it may he
attempred only once per scene (so the Necromancer
ITLLR L‘lThL‘i‘ WL I.l.'.'ll' A LTI o move o ildiﬁEWﬂt darea
before attempting Tread Upon the Grave once more ),

A boteh stuns the Giovanni mrto inacrion for 3 full
turn as well s costing him a remporary Willpower
porint, as he 1s overcome by shivers and the sense of
overwhelming despair from the Shadowlands.

With three or more sucesses, the Necromanicer
can determine whether the Shroud's strengrh has been
artificially aleered i the wren (perhaps through the we
of the Ash Porh or certan ghostly powers).

MET System: Spend o Willpower Trait and
tnake a Static Mensal Challenge against a Story-
reller; the Storyteller determmes the difficuley. v
sucteed, you immediately detemmune the screneth of
the Shrouwd. If vou fail, no information is revedled,
You may use this power anly once on any given
lgcation in each game seasiom

888 Drari{ it

Mot all who die go on o become shosts — many
lack the drive to hang ot after death or simply have
o overwhelming needs that compel them 1o stick
around. Normally, even Necromancers have no way
tiy st those who might become ghosts from the
musses whao go on o whatever rewands awair. Over
rime, though, 1 Necromuancer cun become sensitized
Tid I.].tt |“|]] ||:|—|..El'::”.|!| [i‘l;l' LI LLIFS Wlll.!'l'l H & 'I1_|.= {'HJ_'HL'-I'_"\
from o body only to hover in wait, enslaved by it
postmortem desires. The weight of despermton be-
comes like a tangible tug, and 2ome Necromancers
even learr to savor this epoton even as they fol low
the sensation o lind the new phos

Of courde, actually discovenng the new ghoas
can be problematic. The Kindred may need some
means to see through the Shroud O iy hawe torsend
other wraiths to look for the new unfortunare, espe-
clally if 4 latge accident or massacre leaves ton many
corpses for the Ghiberti oo easily discern and test
names with orher compulsions. Furthermore, new
ghests typically enterthe afterlife insensire and cov-
ered in o sticky plasm that clouds their minds: the
ghost must be freed from this spirit sludge before she
can be useful, which again requires the Necromuncer
either to reach through the Shroud himsellor to send
4 wraithly proxy ro dao s,

System: Whenever someone dies and becomes
a wraith within a half-mile of the Ghiberti, the
Mecromancer sutomatically senses the demise
(though many choose o ygnore thes “alwavs-on™
power unless actively seeking someone ). This pawer
does not automarically pinpHant the location of the
new wraith or identify ir, but the player may spend
one Willpower point and roll Perception + Occul
(difficulty 7) for the Nectomancer to gain a vague
sense of the distance and ditection o the new
wraith. With one success, the Kindred may sense o
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vigue pull inoa general direetion; with three suc-
cesses, the Necromancer can sense the direction
and guess distance to within a quarter-mile. With
five succensses, the Necromancer immedintely senses
the lowation of the new ghost ro within a foot, A
fatlure carries no penalty but a botched steempr
naturally sends the Necromancer scurrying off in
the wrong direction.

The Storyreller may rule thot disturbances in the
Underworld, intervening magie or other similar phe-
nomena cloud this sensation, simply to prevent
ewerburdening a chronicle with constant ghoseshunts
ing and dice ralling.

MET System: A Storyreller or Narrasor should
st you when g new wimich comes into existence
within the play aren (because this evenr will be rather
sl and o Storyeeller or Narraror should be present
whien a chiaracter dies, this reiguirement isn'r too epre-
gions). You may spend a Willpower Trait and make 2
Searie Mental Challenge, difficulry of seven Traits,
with Cleetelr Alility ws nretest; morder to determine the
direction w the new wraith. Onice you have that infor-
rintion (o fuil o gain i), the restof the jobof location
1§ P L0 Yo,

®8ee8 EpruemEnaL Biping

The meost pulssant Necromancers learn not only
tovsense the ties between Hving and dead, bureto forge
such ties themselves, The masrer of Ephemeral Bind-
g turnsan otherwse mundane object or person into
i depository tor his own mephitic energy, the undy-
ing Curse transforming the subject into a sorr of
linkage between living and dead. The Ghiberti smetrs
hus blood on the item in question, which mystically
ubsorbs the vitae and, in doing so, becomes a vessel 1o
anchor a apirit.

System: | he Necromancer muat coat an object
with his blood (o full blood point's worth); if the
subiject i o person; then thar mdividus] muse nigest
the vitmd, The player marks off the blood point,
spends o point of Willpower and rells Manipulation
+ Occulr (difficuloy BY. I successtul, the item tempo-
rartly becomes a fetter o one wraidh, If the Kindred
aleeady knows the name of the weaith or has a serong
pivchic tmpression, then the object can become a
fecrer arany range, even taghost who normally does
ot come near the lving world (o long as the ghost
still exises). Otherwise, the Ghibertl must be able @
see or sense the ghost (with Shroudsight or ather
such means)

A ferter artificially ereared in this fashion func-
rions for all neciomantic and ghostly purposes as o
n-mrmi fl‘ft;‘T 1[’ I l1t‘ LJE‘“:L'I"L“LI Wilh tht‘T necro-
mantic powers, the Gilovannl guins: g bonus o

Necromaney agninst the wraith artuned ro i, and the
ghost similarly finds exertion of its powers easter
upon the subject (s0 the Giovanni might turn an
urwittirge ghoul inro o consort for oowrenith femilar
with possession... ). The wraith can sink i che
ferter to heal; conversely, if the fetrer is destroyed,
the wraith is banished to some innccessible region of
the Underworld, perhaps never to return,

A fetter crpatesd with Ephemeral Binding loses for
one night pet success scored. The expenditire of n
additional point of temporary Willpower increases this
duearion w a week per success, whereas spending »
permanent pomt of Willpower exrends the durnoon
ayear and a niehe

Botching with this power not only causes fiilure
bur also makes the ghastimmediately aware of what the
Mecromancer was trying to do. Most ghosts do not take
kindly w0 meddling Kindred trying to make artificial
chains for them.

MET System: You expend a Blood Trait and a
Willpower Trait und muke a Social Challenge sgaimst a
targeted wralth (usng Oveudt Abilicy for regesrs) —
either ane you can see, or one you already know. fyou
succeed, the subject of your power becones o Fetrer o
thee wraith for the duration of the game session; you can
spend o Willpower Tealr at the beginning of each pew
session o keep the ttem active as a Ferrer, or spend 4
permanent Willpower Traic wo make the object @ Ferer
tur a full year of play.

[PisaNnoB NECROMANCY

The roots of Pisanoh Necromancy inrertwine
with the dark practices of the Mesoamerican cultures
of the Aztees and, o a lesser degree, their pradeces
sors, the Mayans and the Tolrees. The death magic
practiced by this branch of the Giovanni clan |s
inexarably tied o the elaborate ceremony of Azte
religions rites. As a resulr, the Plsanob have grown
dependent on the ritualistic trappings emplayed by
their forebears, Deprived of these, the Pisanoh Nec-
romancer finds using the Black At much more
difficult, ifnor impossible, to perform. In pame terms
the player of such a character sulfers o difficulty
increase of +1 when artempring Necromancy rolls,
thiugh this may be overcome fora scene at the cos
of one Willpower point.

As inexorably tied to ritual as the Pisanob are,
it's not surprising rthat they ve developed a number
of necromantiv rituals to which individuals within
the family have access and puard preciously. Of rhe
fullowing, only the Rirual of Focheli is widely
practiced by Kindred outside the Pisanob branch
of the Giovanni.

Cutmpook: Gaouanal
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Hriual ortie SMouiNe Minpos
{Lever One Rrruar )

Named tor the chief Aztec god Tezeatlipoes, this
mtial allows the Necromuneer touse anolsidian mireese
to ser a5 ghoses, do. By sasme meo dhe micror's ehony
deprha, the Msanob may discover an object's flaws:
assess thie gemeral health of morals or even read o
DEITE S Al

At the seire of the ritual, the Kimdred decideés
which of rthe ritual's two aspecrs she will use
she may not use borh ar thie same time. With
Lifessaht, the Necromancér may rend nums as if
she had the level rwo .-'7'.||\||:_3 power, Aqira Per-
coprion. Lleatl '.‘il.'i]t. on the other hond, erants
the Mecromaricer the abillty to see wraiths and
th .'HI.'.IhI'l.n.'lHII:_t‘_‘ |_L L[]-_-LI :_i;‘l_-'uﬁ,"\-' -t:|i1| 1.1|.
oblivion on the living, which a knowledgeable
Mecromartcer may use to o diaenose and study il

e

fesses; darnage of disabilities Trom which o target
may suffer with a successful Perception + Medi-
¢mne roll (difficulty 4 o
athment's mature ). A the Storveel ler's discretiin,
thie Kindred may make a similar study of an ingni-
minte object's flaw and how to repair them, if that
abjece hias a strong link to cither life-s or death
energics (Such as o murderer's kndfe o
box used to grow healing herhs)

8, depending on' the

i window

T";"':‘F!H”II!:ln rituil !|'||._ M ecTomnne T EEASPS
ar ohsidian mirror that has hail e cige shorp
ened sorharit cuts inte the [lesh of whoever takes
hald of {t. As the vitae tlows onto the mirror's
surface, (¢ allows the mirror's reflective power to
EIII||,L'_1.'1|'L Wi t|-|~.-|l1|u-|.|1.:11-_,r el the de i, much
as it allows the Mectomancer herself o do 11 e
Kindred wishies | ifesight, she calls upon the power
it T1-.“| iriuh, e Who i-i-n.-*- Fiortly & mimmne, H she
wishes Dearhsighr, she calls upon Mictlantéorl,
Aoty The player then
el ls toactiviace the rivual as nocmo] (Intellipence
+ Oecule, difficulry 41, I successful, the Necro
matcer may view the world as o wriith does vin
the reflective surface of the mirror fora scens
a boteny the vumpiee may wel]l imvoke the ire of
the deittes upon whom she calls, with disascrons

ol of the Underweorld

L

MET System: As C
ful Scatic Mental Challenee, difficuley of forir
Traits (moddied by the screnech of the Sheoud i
soue sart of Necromnney hasalres:

||"||.-||-\
Li.‘?LT:hL'.l Jlll"'u'l,. 1 Sl Cas

d ehoat), ollows
the Necromancer to UES @ HTer s o [olus Lo see
the Underworld. The VIO re can sol

Leathsight, using a Menml Challenge with Meds

Wikl

vine Ability rodetermine someone's stare of health

{and healrh levels) and PFerformine o siilar s¢in

Crinrmen Twoe Ir Bames e Py
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vn ohjects using Crafis, or Lifesight, gaining the
ability o see auras with a Staric Mental Chal-
lenge us described for the Auwra Perceprion
Miscipline. Note that the player must have an
item card representing the appropriate mirror
used for this ritual, and further thar only reflec-
tlons in the mirror reveal these characreristics.

Ruoruar oF PocHtir{Lever Two Rituar)
Jee . 44

DviNe SiGN (Lever Turee BrTuar )

With this ritual, the Pisanob Necromancer may use
the principles of Aztec astrology to divine o person's day
sign. Llsed upon the living, this information allows the
Mecromancer to divine the targer’s future sctions, In
the dead, this knowledge forpes o more intimate cons
nection with the targer, mnking it easier to cast orther
necromantic effects on her.

Upon learning a person's birth date, the
Pisanob's player may roll to activate this ritual in
order to cross-reference it with the Tonalamatl, the
Book of Destinies, and thereby learn thar person’s
day sign. If successful, the Kindred may use this to
predict the target’s next course of action, allowing
him to deal with it accordingly. The effect on
wratths is quite different, Asthey have already died,
the Tomalamed can offer no insight into the spirits’
destinies, which have already run their course, In-
stead, the ritual imparts upon the Necromancer so
intimate on understanding of che wraith in question
that it acts as & connection to the ghost, making it
easier 1o invoke other Necromaney effects on that
sparit. For srory purposes, it's equivalent to holding
one of that wraith's fetters (see Ritual of the Un-
earthed Ferter on p. 165 of Vampire: The
Masquerade for details).

MET System: You make o Static Mental Chal-
lenge (difficulty of the rarget’s Mental Traits) as you
reference the subject’s name in the Book of Desti-
nies. (Acquiring z copy of the Tomalomarl may réquire
the wsie of Occudt lnfluence, and you may need special
Linguistics Abilities if it's not eanslated.) If you
succeed in costing this ritual against g living or
undead individual, you guin one free retest in your
next challenge against that individual, 1f you case
this ritusl against a weaith, you act as (f you hold a
Fetter of the wraith for your next use of another
Necromaney power on it. You must have the
individual's birth date, whether acquired in game or
through research and Influence (such as Bureawcracy
Influence). This ricual’s effects don'tstack; you can't
use it multiple times on someone to galn multiple
tetests, Instead, you can only recast it vnce you've
used up the repest or Ferter substicute,

L

Briuvar oF Hiper ToTe
{Lever Fourn Rituat )

In times past, Azrec pricsts would flay the skin
from a victim and wear it as a sacrifice o Xipe Totee,
god of suffering and renewal. In a similar vein, rhe
Giovanni of the Pisanob branch of the ¢lan may skin
their prey alive, but for o more pragmatic reasom — to
steal rhat person's idenrity.

T perform the ritual, the Kindred removes his
victim's top layer of skin with an phsidian dagger,
taking care to damage the skin as lietle as possible in
the process, The victim must survive the process
(thougl she may well die of Blood loss shiarty afeer
the ritual if not seen to properly ), He then drains the
vietim's blood into a large ceremonial golden howl,
There the blaod s mixed wirh scth, amuarunth and
orher ingredients. When imbibed by the Necroman-
cer, this mixture ciuses him o sweat & ,L_'I|‘-l|;'r||llj_='
sheen of blood lequal ro one hicod point), The
Kindred rhen done the skin of his victim, which ona
successful roll absarbs the Kindred vitae and begins
to heal, f:rmnng a second skin over rhe Poanohb’s
own, MNaturally |, the victim needs to be of similar
stuture — otherwisé, the features become distoreed
and the disguise s rendered useless. This power also
has no effect on Kindred or Lupines.

Under normal vizual scrutiny, the muse s Howless:
Of course, it imparts none of the vierim’s knowledee
or mannerisms (ond does nothing to mask the
Kindred's own undead narvure), It therefore, works
best tor situarions in which conrace with fiends and
family may be minimized. To preserve rhe skin's
condition, rhe Kindred must bathe it in s blood
point's worth of vitae nightly, When the Pisanoh
remaves the skin {which causes one level of
unsoakable lethal damage to the user and must be
done with the same knife used to flay the victim in
the first place), it is ruined in the process:

Meedless o say, conducring this ritual will almost
cerminly require Humanity checks for characrers of
suitahle moral starure.

MET System: You remove the skin from o victm
{ms a game action only, of course) — this means that
you must have your hiving victim resmmuned or inca-
pacitated, and you must have a skinning ol and
appropriate time, meanthg that the ritual |5 probahly
best cnst out-of-play. You must make a successful
Seatic Mental Challenge (difficulty of seven Traits,
retesting with Oeewlt) w enact the ritunl properly with
the fluyed =kin, or else it won't heal correctly. As with
the Mask of @ Theusand Faces Discipline, you should
wear aname tag to indicate your change of identey. If
you feel sufficiently clever, you can trust the player of
the character whose skin yvou've stolen to play your
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charsicter pretending wo be the original victim, though
this is recommended only if you implicitly trust the
roleplaying skills of your victim,

Remember thar use of this ricual requires the expen
diture of a Blood Traut, plus an additional Blood Trait
each night (which is imporwane for games that run over
the course of severnl nighrs)

Brruarl or Tevorra (Lever Frve Rituas)

Long ugo, Mavan astrologers forerold chat the
end of the world would eccur shortly after the end of
a thousand-year period. The recent return of the
Ravnos Antediluvian has re-enforced 1o Pochelioa
bellef that the Mayans were righr. He believes thar
the foretold end of the world is, in fact, the inevitable
Crehennas., In an effort to survive the end of the age,
Pochtli and his licutenants developed o means of
tearing out the hearts of Kindred and preserving
within them the heart's blood, or tevolia, of the
Kindred so sacrificed. When Gehenna comes, Pacheli
intends o offer the hearts of his vicums to the
terrible hlood gads in an effort to have them spare
himself and his undead family, This rerrible rite s
unknown to Pisanoh Kindred beyond Pocheli and his
most rrusted lieutenants. I any Giovanni from apar
from the Plsanob ger wind of this pracrice, it's en-
tirely possible the entire Pisanob branch of the clan
would be extinguished.

To perdform this ritual, the Necromancer must
torce a caprured vampire o the summit of the
Temple of Pochtli. There, lying face-up on the
temple’s alrar, the Kindred to be sactificed haz her
limbs held by four camozarz ghouls. The Necroman-
cer then cuts open the vicrim's chest with an obsidion
dagger, renches inside and tears our the heart, visit-
ing Final Death upon the sacrifice. The heartis then
preserved in w specially prepared vessel, referred to
as & chac mool, No roll is required. The pirocess is
successful unless interrupted

It is possible to dinblerize the saerificed Kindred at
a later date by drinking the hewrt's Blood, with all the
practice's concomitant benefits and drawbacks, It'salso
possible that the elder Pisanob might use the power
inherent (n the hearts to fuel even more porent necro-
mantic castings... such as the strange but persistent
tumors Of South American Kindred claiming to be one
person but looking whiolly like another

Typically a player’s character won't know this
ritual, The rite is best used as a specifically pruesome
end to a character in story terms — a heart stolen by
this rite is mlikely o ever return o play (since
Pochtli and company need the hearts forather things)
and so essentially it's just a nasty, nasty way o finish
off & charncter.

o T b Raams i it Faaly
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MET System: Because this ritual reguires no
challenge, all you have o do (only!) is toke your
victim o the Temple of Pochtli — the unique one
fn Moexico so probably outside of your game's
usual locale, thus taking you out of play for a while
(clever Storyrellers will use this travel as an oppor-
tandty for anocher story, with the difficolries of
'-I!I.LIL_:'Tllll'l-li ST RS A I8s Inkernal lanal harders.. ).
Clunning vampires may trick their prospective prey
Into "visiting” rhe temple with promises of aid,
power, wealth of whatnor, though of course anly
grisly death awarrs.

New NecROMANTIC RITUALS

Muvesiaa i MorTe(Lever One RiTuar)

The Necromancer obrains a plece of a dead
body and simmers it inoa pot with half a quare of
vamplric vitae, To thisstew, the Necromancer adds
rosemury (for remembrance), hasil {the funerary
herb) and sale (the alchemic principle of clarifica-
o). After bringing the concoction ro a full hoil,
the Neeromancer eats ir.

It the nitoal i suceesstul, the caster can learn
whether (or o) an individual became a spinito or
spettro aifoer disch, Linfortunately, this information
winn be lenmed only abour the person from whose
by rhe ®stew mear” was aken

I the rall woacrvire this sl s successful, the
charncter discovers whether the subjecr of the grisly rite
became o wrnith orspectre after death, or if indeed e
became cither

T Blowd cotnponent isspent progressi vely throueh
tle vitult 11 the NMecmimincer tikes the oo (mm
mocher Kindeed, she doesn’t become partially bogeyd
Fronm drinking i, nor does she k] b [rLEmnL i b Blewul
pool. Sitilardy, if she wses her own blood, her pool
decrees by a point bur does nor increase when she
consumes the soup.

Necromuntic vampires without the Bat Food
merit (see po 29 of Vampire: The Masquerade}
can't keep the soup down, bur can still use the ritual
mad guke the informution.

MET H}‘:iTE‘rl'l-: Basic Ritual. ‘I-:ru raat Hrst obtain
d chunk from w ded body (remember char very old
vampires bsiglly crumble o ash and don't leave suit-
able preces). Boil this up in o stew, whking the vsunl
Htuit] cost Ingt tme, rhen devour i, ||:"~.|r:|:|,| we mention
that this s all representative, and we aren't acrually
acbvocaring real cannibalism!) The soup must use two
pirts af vimpiric blood — about two Blood Poine'
worth. If you succeed in the drual, vou leam whether
ll"ﬂ i|1|.!|"l'|.l1“:‘|| l|||||II'!|"|.' ril'-f ["'1]1:'q||1!.||1p' Ih_"\r| Iu_'rh"f_l |'||'_'|_'E]EEH;‘I
i ghost afver death

IF et somehow devonr s chunk from s seill-Hving
victim — perhaps aseversd limb, without knowlede of
the victim's eventual fate — vou learn only that the
stbgect = et w ghost

TurHasmor Grory (Levier Two Rriuar)

The Hand of Glory 1s.a mummified hand used
by the Giovanni o anestherize o home's residents
and, thereby, allow the Necromancer free rein to
o what he will in the resddence. It was originally
developed by thieves dahbling in the Dark Arr,
and was adapred by the Grovanni for similar ne-
tarieus purposes.

The creation of the Hand of Glory 15 a grucsome
ritisil dating back hundreds of years. The Necronian
cer wraps the severed hand of a condemned musderer
i ashroud, drvws e nght rosgueeze oueany remaming
hlaod and preserves the hond m an earthenware jar
with salt, saltperer and long peppers. Aftera forenight,
the Giovonnt removes the hand and dries it moon oven
withvervainand fern. Ar the end of this process. if the
roll b activate the ritual garners any successes, the
crention 15 vinble.

T use the Hand of Glory, the vampine fst
cants the fnpertips of the mumimificd hand with o
Hammable substance derived from the fat of
Lienged man and sees the fingers alighe. The Nec-
romincer then recites the phease, "Lec al]l dwse
who ara asleep be bslegp, and lee those who are
awake be awake.” All morrals within o househal(d
whid are uffected fall ineo o deep sleep and cannor
e eonsed (ehe Tomd hus no elfect on supermatural
credtures of hunters of the Hunter: The Reckon-
ing |1k}, For each unallected accupant of o home,
ante (inger of the huind will refuse to light, OF
course, Dotches moy cesult in all of the lingers
Being lit but noeone inthe home being asleep. The
hand may be extingoished at any time by the
Wecromancer who created it Anyone else wishing
o dosse the Band muse wse milk o dooso Nothing
elee works, Once mioade, the Hond of Glory may be
reused indefinitely, Effecrs Lust for one scene.

MET System: Basic Ritual. A Hand of Glory
serves as an excellent opportunity to play up some
Creepy [Frops, so |long as you're not inoa puhlic
place. System-wise, creation of rhe hand requires
that the charierer secure the appropriate materials
['["'I'-_"uh:iH"r' r|1T1'+l|1:f|1 the wse of Health and f..c'gu!
[nlluence) and then succeed in o Seatle Mentyl
Challenge, ditficulry of seven Traits. OF course,
the invasion of a mortal home sn't o comoon
scent | o Hveserion sames, but otenever knows. .
Storytellers l'uil,-_.:l'n SeC AP an OppOTtUmity o uac o
Hand of Glory roinvade a vampire's haven, fior

Clamnoos: Cicans
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instanice, with the power of the hand putting all
mortals present to :-|,|_'I_'F'.

Be sure not to use the Hand of Glory just to make
all your players of mottals sit out the game, though
This ritual may be best used as a downrime action,
allowing a Necromancer to sneak mio a specific mior-
tal houschold (or even to deretrmine whether a given
haven has any supernatural occupants),

Ocerrop Uosmo MarTo
(Lever TwoRmmuat )

To cast this otual, the Necromancer needs an eye
from a corpue whose absent sonl beesnwe @ spivio or g
spetivon The eve is ritual ly prepared in a process involy.
LN ITICENSE, ;I.!T. NEW 1N IIT'ILI il 1'!1':’i=.u.| I.I{ !'_-'ill_!l".lHIIT
chianring, The chanting climaxes when he Necro-
IMANCED TETTOVES (e I.||— hl'l UL e L ';l”-;l TI_'!'":-II:L'\'. It
with the one from the corpse {frosher is betrer), Kin
dred healing tkes over ar th point, sealing the eye
within the socker.

It the rirual succeeds, the Necromancer perma
nently gaing the Shroudsight ability (see p. 164 of
Vampire: The Masquerade), This ahility s always
setive and does not re juire i lu”.

Furthermore, f it was i spetrro corpee, the vampire
Cin i‘ 15T |'§-|I." "-'ill__:lill'.' LTI |'|E:I'I' i'lrl"!,' ‘-Ii['l.r'l'l [[1 [l'l,l_' ATEA

Thisability isn't very precise; rather than mind reading,
it's more like trying to overhear a low-voiced convexa-
tion i the next reom. With a Perceprion + Occult rall
the Necromancer can ;:11'.111 A sery vaygme (mpression ol
what the area spermi are up to. Botching this mll m
well earnt the Necromancer a new deransement (ar the
sroryreller's discretion ), as lstening in on the evil dead
15 not o-habie comducive to meneal healely

This rivwal has some major drawhacks, the fist
being that irs proper tesult is hideously ugly, Unless
rl-'lL' 'l-]rl'l'llL' WEArs ':IlT.lI__'_l“:":‘:": AT rl“.l'-\. NI -r|i|1'|
way to conceal her eye, her Appearance 15 reduced
by one dot

Also, dend or rotted tissue 1= nort the best for
normal perception. Any mundane visunl Percop
tion tolls are ar +1 difficulty (possibly more if th
corpse had bad evestghran life), Onche orher hand,
this very 11J'.trrm.,LJ offers somi ProOTeciion agninst
Dominate and Eyes of the SErpeng These Diici
plines are used agamst the dead-eved Necromancer
ar +1 difficulry

Mast importuntly, however, the dpode o spettmn
whiase body was desecrared kniows it. and very likely
hiaies 1. Thie ghose dan find the Necromanier possess-
ing his eye anywhere, and all wraithly powers used
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agntnst the Necromancer by that particulae ghost or
spectre are ot | difficulry.

MET System: Basic Ritual. You pluck out your
vwn (charmcter's) eye imd replace it with the eve of
o corpse whose soul hoas become a ghost, If you
succeed In the ritual challenge, you can perma-
nently see mro the Shadowlands at will, B the ghost
wiis 1 spectre, you can also make a Mental Chal-
lenge against any spectre that vou can see ro discern
its next action, though this réquires an accion on
s pact and if your lose you gain o Derangement fior
the remiinder of the sesston. (Pick one at random;
a Dementation deck 18 sood for this. )

Undergoing this ritual causes you to perma-
nently lose one Soctal Trat and lowers your Social
Trait maximum by one. You alko suffer all the
drawbacks of the Bad Sight Flaw, However, you gain
a one-Trait reselurion bonus ANsT Domimare and
Serpentis: Eyes of the Serpent (and other powers that
regulre eye conrct)

The ghist whose eye vou've stolen can automari-
catly lpcare you and gains o one=Trait resolution banus
against you with all of irs Arcanor.

Tempesta Scubo(Lever Tares Brivad)

Unlike most ricuals, Tempesta Scudo can be cast
speedily. The Neaomuncer performs a short ind nwle-
ward dance thar ends with ber binmg through her own
lip and spitting the blopd in a cirele sround her. Al
spitits’ actions within the circle of blood are madear +2
ditticulry. All Risen within the circle have a penaley to
their petions of =1 difficulry.

Ter cast this ritual successtully, the Necromancer
must spend one combat turn performing the dance. Al
the end of the tim., she makes a Dexterity + Perfor-
ranee ol lagainst dificulty 7 (if done ourside of combat,
the difficuley is anly 6). During the dexr combat turmn,
she bitesthrough hier own lips {taking a level of bashing
damage) and spirs (spending one blood point). Then
the notmal ritunl voll is msde to see whether the [ EL
takees effver,

MET System: Intermediate Ritual. Despite irs
evel, thisnitual mkesonly one i to cast, Expend one
Blocdd Trale and rake one level of bashing damage. You
cin delinente o circle three paces in radius around yow,
Any ghost that enters the cirele suffers g two-Trair
reailution penalty on all challenges; Risen sutfer a one-
Trair penalty. You may use Performanee s the retest
Absility Tor this rituul

Basionve Diaporrco (L evel Four Riiuar)
Ciisting this rivual is n bit tricky because it requires
the removal of 4 leg hone from a living person. The
doner st survive the removal (ar leasr for a lirde
while). The bone is then submerged in molten lead.

Oinee it cools, the thin lead coating & inscribed with
Varlous runes,

The Necromancer then uses this metal-shod hone
to beat it donor to death while repenting o droning
Gireek chint,

With a successtul roll, this ritual produces a
bhastone diabolico or "devil stick.” The stick can be
activated by anyone who holds it and expends a
paint of Willpower, Activation lasts for a scene,
and during that rime any ghast, spirito or sbettro hit
with the devil stick loses a point from its Passion
Poal {if vou're wsing the rules from Wreaith: The
Oblivion, wraiths lose a point of Pathas and spec-
tres ase a paint of Angst). In addition to its normal
effects, this ¢lub does an additional die of damase
when used against the walking dead {not vampires),
and such dumage is aggravared.

hmifcromately for the Necromancer, ghises can
sense thar rhe bastome diabolico 15 bad news, even if they
don't know exactly whae the thing does. They tend to
stay away fromanybody enrrying one, which means that
all rolls for such a character to use powers that summion
O AT SPIriss occur o +] Liii‘fu:u'ir}.

The Giovannd clan stores many of these cod
gels in their Venice vaules, ond are gctually more
likely to lénd ane our to a neanate thun o teach
the ritual (afrer all, kidnupping somebody, man-
gling him and killing him was a lot easier 0 ger
away with a few hutdeed yenrs apgo), Most older
devil sticks are made from tibins {for indoviduals
who prefera thinner, faster club) or femures {for the
type who like a big bludgeon with a knot on the
end ). Modern Necromancers are just as lkely wo
use the patella to create a ghost-punishing weapon
far 2asier to conceil.

MET System: Intermediate Ritual. Gener-
ally, you'll use a hapless mortal for this ritual; s
casting kills the subject (since you bear him 1o
death, Yo hastardn). Anyone can use the resulime
devil stick by expending a Trait of Willpower. For
the remainder of that scene, the stick Galses agera-
vated damage o zombies and other animate dend,
couses an exrra health level of d:il‘]'l'.i.j,:i.‘ to such
beings and droins one Pathos from any weaith
struck or one Angst from a spectre, However, 4o
long as you have a devil-stick in yout possescion
{or in rhe same room!), you suffer 4 one-Trail
penalty on resolution of all rests ro summon and
compel ghosts with any power,

Adevil-stick uses the same Traits and bomuses asnelub,

Fsmio(Lever Frve Rituat )

Like Tempesta Scudo, Esilio is a quick and dirry
ritual. The Necromancer simply speaks five syllables

CLansoon: Cvan)
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Mo one can dentify the custing language (ar
least, no Giovanni is telling if he has). According ro
the ritual's oblique history, this power of Necro-
mancy came from the bloodline that preceded the
Chiovanny, and that the language s what God gave
humankind before the confusion of Babel. The leg-
end further states that while the particulur meaning
of the words is lost, they are what Caine's father said
o him while exiling him o Nod.

Regardless of the truth of the marrer, the Words
of Exile are not spoken lghily, When the ritual is
cast successfully, it opens a hole within reality
iself — a rip between the lands of the living and
the darkest depths of the Underworld. This tear is
invisible to normal vision, bur to Shroudsight it
looks like a picch black vorrex apening within the
vimpire's own body (the very few unfortunare
enough to look into the gap with high levels of
Auspex are generally unwilling or unable 1o dis-
cuss whar they beheld within), Any wraith —
sprmito or spettro — clurched ta the Kindred's chese
s nstantly torn to shreds. Grabbing a ghost in this
fashion requires p Clinch or Tackle maneuyver. As
ustml with destroved spirits, they don't come back
for at least a month, if ever, A spiritn destroyed in
rhis fashion tonds to return ds aspetrro, if it returns
at @l

The Necromancer may clutch and destroy a num-
ber of spirits equal to the number of successes she rolled.
Adfrer thar, the vortex closes. It closes at the end of the
scene if it hasn't already.

Ui course, using one’s body as a portal between
our world and what o reasonably intelligent petson
might call Hell s neither simple nor healthy. For
starters, It costs a bload point and a point of Will-
power {which does not give an automatic successon
the ritual roll). More impoctantly, each success
rolled inflices w level of unsoakable lethal damage
on rthe Mecromancer. Most importantly, every use
af Esilio permanently reduces the Necromancer's
Humanity by one pinnt,

MET System: Advanced Ritual. Use of Esilie
rakes one wirn. You must expend one Willpower
Teaie and one Blood Trair. Any wraith you success-
tully grapple i inscantly dispersed and sentscreaming
straight to Hell, ro return no sooner than a month
later (and possibly never). You mav maineain the
portal so long as you sacnfice one health level
(considered lethal damage that cannot be resisted )
lor each turn that you keep it apen, including the
tirst eurm, You lose one Morality Teart when you
invake this ritual (even the Marh of Death and the
Soul finds it reprehensible, seeing as it destroys the
suuls of the dead).

New MeRITs AND FLaws

Merits and Flaws are not appropriate 1o every
chronicle. See the Appendix of Vampire: The Mas-
querade for mote information on wsing Merlts and
Flaws in your stories.

Consancumreous Resistance
(L-pr.SupeRNATURAL MERIT

Your character cannot be blood bound by anyone
whao shares his mortal bloodline. That is, if you were
born into the Giovanni family, you cannot be bound
by anyone else who was born a Giovanni, though you
can still be bound by Pisanob of the Giovanni clan, or
by Kindred of any other clan. Similacly, a Dunsien
with Consanguineous Resistance could not be bound
by others who were borm into the mortal Dunsin
tamily, butcould be hound by a Milliner of the Gicvanni
clan {for instance).

Incidentally, the Giovanni are extremely susp-
ciousof anyone known to manifest this quirk. Althoush
this blood-home aberration hiasn't been documented, 3
few savvy Giovanni have a rough and superstitious ides
of what it is and does. It's generally nssocinred with
being a rebellious young smartass who needs w be put
down (this is not as unfair as it sounds; by the fime 2
hond resistanie is really obvious, it's probably becmuse a
punishment isn't working), A tharacter who is discoy-
ered 1o have this traic prabably eams her sire’s hostiliry
at the very leasr.

MET System: As described above, you cannot be
hound by imyone from your own mortal patrilinenge:
This i= most usetul if ather Glovanni of your family are
in play, of course, and can cause all manner of storyline
complications if you're found out

DROHY Hissen
A-pT. SUPERNATURAL MFRIT)

Before the Embrace, you received the eradirional
Giovanni 'roxy Kiss. This means you have one free
dot of Patence, and the other members of your clan
tend ro be comfortable that vou were Embraced n
“the proper Giovanni fushion." On the downside,
you are partially blood bound o someone — prob-
ably someone ather than your sire. Glven the way the
anyigni like to balance things out, you may well have
been Embraced by someone who dislikes or disagrees
with your domitor,

You may take this Merit a second time (for a total
of B points) o gain a free dot of Fortitude, indicating a
very long service asa ghoul. 1Fyou do this, itmeans that
you're: (a) partially bound to three Kindred, (b} one-
third bound o one and vwo-thirds bound o another, or
(¢) lully bound to the Kindred who Embraced you, wha
will probably be in deep shit with the elders — if she
isn’e on elder herself.
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MET System: You begm play with a partial
blood bond to one other Giovanni Kindred (if an
spproprinte one lin't In play, the Storyreller should
work with you o come up with vne). You gain the
Busic Patenice level Prowess in addition to your other
Diseiplines, and you can learn the fist Intermediate
level with vour starting Discipline levels, 16 you
spend erght Free Traits for this Merlt, you come into
play with partial bonds to two Glovanni Kindeed or
o full bond to one, and you alse gain the Basic
Fartieude Discipline Endurance.

SaNomNe INCoNGRUTTY
(S-p. [PHysicar Merrr)

Lriovanmd with thie arsvism are Tew and far be-
rween — fewer than o dozen reported insmnces have
oecyrred since the clon rose from the nshes oftheelan
thar, preceded them, Kindred possessing o do noe
Pear the Curse of Lomia; thers Kiss causes oo more
damage thun the hlood loss iself. These vampires
wquire a peculine pallor upon thewr Embrace, how-
ever — they look like corpses, and no amount of
bload ingestion can fush cheie fentures (o8 othier
vampires are able o do), Giovann with this Merit
are aftorded wide berthy, us the Giovannd rend o be
qUItE superstitws ibour i

MET System: You have a peculiar codavernous
appearance that gives vou o one-Tralt resolution pen
alty on all Sceial Challenges relying  on
Appearance-reloted Traies, Youshould use special make-
up to represent thiss blue around the cheeks and lips,
black under the eyes and a general whirs around the rest
ol the flice s d pood start. However, voul o not sufter
from the norml Giovunni disadvanrope.

Isnaen(bpr.to5pr. FLaw)

Inbreeding, o commeon occumence among the
Incestuons Ciiovanni clon, can take miany forma,
and this Fluw s best discussed with the ﬂru}r'!,-[t_']ll_-;
before o player takesit for hier character. The Inbred
Flaw covers all monner of physical, mental and
cmotional defects, A pne-point Inbreeding is some-
rhing h't11:||1[|.' wrnd wiobitrusive, such as eves oo close
togerher or nn pnderhite. A t|1:|'|'|.'—-|'lull1| II:1|1I't'L*|.'|l'1Elr
[s mwope severe: o congenital health condivion {for
martals) or o crippling physical déformity, Five-
poant tnbreedings are prossly disabling oremorionally
crippling — everythung from uselessly armphied
legs toa permunent Permgement, decided on o -
tunlly by the player and Sworytellir. Inbred
cotditions may o thay g be mmmediarely discern-
hle, ehough their point cost should be relarive to
ther magnitude.

MET System: The flaws of nn Inbred Giovanni
must be worked our with o Staryteller. For one

Trair, you suffer i one-Truit resolution penalty on
socisl Challenges, because vou have an unwhole-
some ur flawed physical appearance. Forehree Trairs,
your sufler this penalry and also a one-Trait resolu-
tion penalty on Physical Challenpges due o
congenital health defects. For fivee Traits, you suffer
from an effect equivilent t one other Fluw chosen
by the Storyreller in addivion o the previous hin-
drances; maybe fou're also Lame, or you have an
extra Derangement.

HATIOW WaALHTR
O-pr.SupeRNAaTURar FLaw)

The Giovanni clan i3 by it nature inexorubly
tied to the realm beyond the sudevio. Giovannt
suffering from this Flow are so ried ro the
Shadowlands thar ¢ven in the lands of the living
they we forced o interdact with the warld of the
dend on g nightly basis: To shadow walkets, obijects
in the Underworld are as real as anvthing o be
found in the physical world: Such vampires find
that the ghosts of walls may impeade thelr flight,
ghostly objects may strike them, and wraiths' pow-
crswork ay if the Kindred were on the farside of the
Shroud. This Flaw is similar ro the Ash Path power
Dead Hand excepr that Shadow Walleer s always on
and it innoway allows the character possessing i to
perceive beyond the Shroud — see p. 164 of Vam-
pire: The Masquerade (i details

The Storyteller may derermine that certaln
Shindowlands ropography Interfercs with you. Un-
less you have a Merit or power to do so, you can't see
into the Shadow lands, €0 you have 1o be careful in
feeling your way about — essentially 2 blind man
subject to the Underwarld landseape, You may be
restricted by dmmaterial walls or envieonmeneal
effects at a Srorytellor’s discretion. More tmpor-
tamtly, weniths can affécr you divectly — a wraith
attac king you inflicts dumage withour any special
means on his purt. Conversely, you cun affect thines
i the Shadow lands with your physical body, though
chimees are thar you do so blindly, Your possessions
and weapons donos hove this spectal factlity, soit's
possibile for you to swing o swiard thar passes through
a ghoetly wall, only ro have your hand stopped by
the will, or to have a gun that can’r shoot ghoses
wheres theirrelic guns can put holes in you. Obvi-
ously, this Flaw {5 appropriate only for a game in
which mrerneron with weaichs is faiely commeon or
o Storyreller wants to piy shove-averape artention
to the Uniderworld.

MET System: You wre fully subjject o the
Shadowlinds and the ghosts there. Ghostly archi-
receate blocks vou and wraithly srtacks can ingure

Cuaeainop: Gloryaan!
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yous You can'r acrually see the Underworld without
the wse of other powers, but vou can be impeded by
it. When and whether this ocours 18 8 matter for
Storyteller discretion, but it can be guite 8 hin-
drance if you're trying to, say, attend a meeting and
a ghostly wall bars entry to the room, or if you need
to flee an enemy while ghosts also lash out ar you.
Typically, a Narrator should ke nn opportunity

ONCE per ELme [0 manifest some (meonverience,
causing one of your actions to fail suromarically,
This fatlure might be as simple as “You can't flee
becavse you tun into a wall” or perhups, “Yous
attempt to Dommate the mortal fnils because o ghost
suddenly shrieks and bepms fring ppun st yvon." For
the one challenge, you fail sutomarically, reteses
and overbids norwithsranding.
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O shicalal puclpe o e mindy from his depravities. Vinmies
vitrl e faked, Defrmities ave ved.

Klaus [Kimzkl

Al e Ii_'l.'l;_'l'i.'l.l :Jhl'] rl,:'.'IEr_'1.|, Iiu:'.'iuwlqu i ii!l\'-’..‘.l;_'l'.ll.'l.'. IJIL{
asickivss unrivillisd by wng other ol Whin leacls thiem b then
orestest achievemients is the some desire thae leads theem o the
mist wilar indulgence. |5 e the ase with all grear men and
woriiien | Toes every saint ilde 2 secet in ] And o he does, dine
rhie Vilest oo strpers lrkor withdn him the T ol ceniue!?

Frtsalmost fovi fiably sowith the Goovsnn, Wiiether
tled o Carhalic v, centiiries ol ancestin 1.l..||‘1.]'1||-1 s
placed shame or cimal dissite, a Glovann| must e ber
Hight to excess,

LI‘.'T L%, 1|'IL"5I iy BEC “’hl" |ll'|L| 'h- Lyt

Chorer Thire: Seimmntnps ases CHamis Houss

Bl




SIHGLY-BLoon ['H:-u IICHY

Quotes You weon't ynderssmd, and ['ve sor berer thiragrs fu il
their « |J-1'.-||||. i) fuch's sake

Preludes Aviliding dewth altoperher takes o lor more than i (A, JE Chbrem it A1
: : g i e Ko
luck You have to b lucky snd smart enough to be chosen. That i hifalar iy Coumani Bingl Bisad §
u
mgins you have 1o be worrhy, Almost oo one 5 worthy T rodiny
b it
You nre ,I|I-|-,||h.|._ - L= = [ -
Pornainn s - e e v
You're smarter thon any living parson vin'yv e ever mel, At ramry —sl
il o 've alw iys known 1L Sure, sometmes the fumble === :.t.“l PR
ki dumla ,L‘.\Qnrﬂu- Better of v due |_|_p|]||_~1_.ii:r]1'|“~.«;,|f AihkaL ——IHIGO S ',:'.:_ 2l
ciccumstane of physical development. Sure, they made v S e
1 bk LAl 5
life premy goddamn uncomfortable, bur that’s dhelr ninom OGN Loy
' " 1 L LR Flas) 1
Atuptdity abwovs hates intelligence. Blindness olwavs stivies it
a2 LR B g
mght. Parr of thetraouls can alimese reach fora lighi that would [

for thetu be o blinding revelation and which s Tor v fL1sE

R LR ] A || ——

; . v = l TLki e mm rryry Whpuc i mey LTTTETIE |
commot thought, They can sense your Wlominar y, Bt ol Alg AL L e
i ¥ wmioruhion
rhise stunted perceptions wereever allowed v rise to the leyvel Mt
. : fEnare T Se—— ]
of consaioaness, the |||:'-»'.|,!,:.|_! wionld be 0 Interse Ll |||_|_1. .Li Brtinliers
|'-r-'|:*.|'rl|1. swillow thetr own toigues o die an the spat, hoping " Ll
tor orbliviom the whole tme, They can't let themielves under - gy by f—
srand yow: Terdoso wauld be to urterly condemn themselves YT ITI ety O
L (&
Euasier o tourinent, _ i be— b fpd? A
) (TR RN NN R blaal=]
Oy your Family —_ Siei=g=tatalaks]s]s o
they'se almoct as ilimi- — Bl —— -

Qopooo

"I.HLul e Vil
tnderscands che frurh.
& Thev've Hnally seen

\ \1 / 2 Tf thar the -'J‘-L'. *-.l:rl'~l|l.|l.' WELCH 45 10 remove you from the drab and "“”'”t—'. wirrld of
N_k é < “life” W|||' its sehiodls and fes malls and i WWF "-;'rrm|'|'.:|'|'r;|“'7'|I to unlocl the doore
"U of immortality and give you an ererndey 1o comprehend the thied way between being
A |l inid nothingness.
e \‘j,/ ol = You're lenrming fase-and wre only pomg to speed up as you go. Woe to
X "-. - ATYOIE LY WO WY,
: Concept: You're shockingly srrogant and almest sman enough oo
minke it stick. You've been fascinated by death and disdainful of life for
ns fongeas you've been conscivie. Frankly, piving up life arud the preternse
ot humanity has been the best thing thar ever happened o vou
Roleplaying Hints: Necromaney matters. The Giovanni
family (sand, o0 leser extent, the elan) matien Muoney Is st
a imenns woan end and you can't be barhered with i In fuct, |
it's not Necromancy, it's nor worth 8 moment of your su-
premely enlightened thought. If you don't understand
something, it must be because it's not worth understanding
Vou're somewhar surprised rhar people dislike you. hur you
really don't give u fuck about them anyway
Equipment: Black ritunl robes, or whatever orhier elothes
the servamts hamd you. POS phone, laptop compurer, stangle
cord, DA, o chinfleur and o procurer o mke care of the ugly
details ol existence.

Clammoo: Cinan
B
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¥
.m““ﬂw 2 Sereradion x &
Agle Mentors2
Standy Regourcess 3
Tadigh INrttiENCES
Sooia
Charming
Ingrutiachenx 2
Persungive x 2
MEnTAL ~ DiserpriNes
Discerning EE.EE..EEEET
Infuitivex2 Nezromangy [ S hrerath—Tnagly
Frewlesoemlex 3 Summen Soul, Compel Saul]
Fotent
ANTLTTIEN Mentrs 8 FrLaws
Acodermugs  Cecubt

Computer  Subterfuge
Friqusite

Acodemics  Streefwise

(L I 1 1]
zhvanon
CCoeoe
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Bngial
Alluring Exprecsive
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Empathetic
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Krowledgeable Potence (Frowess Might)
Fatient
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Hurfamwn EMarac

Quote: | fust wish seimecne fad rold i fosee mnich easier
fredding e5 vhen yion Ll them foreet

Prelude: You still hoven'r recoversd,

Biefore i all starred, life was good. Sure, your parents
sent youoff to aprivate school with ne boys, and the snotty,
:-Luciaur |1i1l.111".'~ llll.‘ll.‘ iade fun uf i fﬁ: l'u:ln” "IH'—W

v B serom ik
E i . ' i fmmis ey

l"'II.IIII'I'lI".

momey,” U-"'IE‘!I. yau cpme home yiur paronls never et
v o o noaccompanied becaisse it wasn'tsafe.” But you
haid cute cloches, loes of momey (new or old, money s

AEIL 1TO

i w

' RN
LT E
TeEEEE

. T
LR

motey ) wnd sorvants who hed co'pat up wich any shit you
decided 1o dish at them

L]
B
Then the world went g rd p—
. s - " Tee i b - ikt L R
It wars El D de Lo Muerias — “the Dy of the Dead " At —— owe bl S
First yonn thongh irwas ancearthguakee, when the dishes iimnered vt e T —
_ ' o
breaking and everything smrred I|'|1|-'1r1|._| arcwtil, Pue earth- v et N WK | e SO
+ |} .
guakesdon'tmake walls bleed, don't mike soumds ke howling faiitee: i A ol s
vittees, Unele Hugo rold you thar e Pisanob mile the dead, — | T et
Buat you'd vever netunlly seen the dead unril that night, Then = e
virn warched thinr rrnslucent forns M e —Huma o
fling your brocher diown the siaie: — wmmmmesCo0 E
— [
\‘l]-lPﬂ-‘. YL €2 “:‘L: HWY Wi I (] }:Il Irn= B it l ;
i S RSSO0 D00 :,'
ing, airbome tablecloth; howe your (1R t=tata = =TT » S ) AL =

fntlyer knrin the ate and rear ar his e i e 1 e
ot} . | —————— oopooooEog ]
chothes ... You ran then, but the 1 arnooon A |
[EERIEY 1] 1i:||.=,|4:|n|l:’rl. became himds,
[.'tLluthi; Yl T the ;L,"'I'IHIII.d. The
spririt that o saw nexr looked nn more substantial than cigare ree smokee, bur the bammer

i drowe between pour eyes was completely solid

The nexe thing vou lnew was hunger. You were drinking from the corpses of your
servanseven before vous resded whor you wiere doing, Unele Hugo was stiriling abowe
you, frowning, Thadee," he suid, “1 waneed your inttiation to be a beautiful thing, not
this rushed and ugly mess. Soll, berrer this than for your Pisanob soul w fall o dae
hands of these wpemis”

Yiu're nervous, and you miss your porents, ot vou're ales looking forwird to your
lesioms. Yowean think of o few g vou'd like to dono the spar s who necked Yoy
home. Mot tomention those hair-pilling bieches aslool.,
Coneept: Youwere 4 spoiled, immature [6-year-old gl who hndn's grown ugp
and whe now never will. You'll never kiss your firse boy with: living lips, you'll
never really understand making love, you'll never have that final growth spurt
Bur you'll nho never miss what you never experiencel

Roleplaying Hints: Everyone over 30 is either really stupidd or really
searys You put up o tegh frong, but don't forgee thar undepneath you're o
youmg il wha warched her family die and saw that hammer comung straighs
al ber fusid. Justwhen evieryone has dismissed you as a bubblepum:brned

twit, you can come throngh with a perception that's surprismaely accurate
v vmspoiled
Equipment: Claghes from BOCBCG ani Betsey Johnson, Vespascooter,

2 i ® - Vicrorm Ach Ok,
Congonk: G
B4




Broren Marron
Cuores O, don't wirry adiott me at all, P st s hevi i dhe

"I.A'I'I'Eﬂ-:l'l T E.:E

aaii i o S Hitter Maairun

durte anel kit wont ¢ frocking sueater, you ungraefid lele whose

Prelude: You were vaised i che Mausalewm, ar the very
hears of the Giovannl family. Althoueh your family tried ne
keep you o insulaoted as possible, there are lnmies even o

TR ] oy —l

i I ¥ ol = i
imunertihs' powers of concealment — especially when they u —— —— i .
" i - Prye. " -
hve 0 much o hide, By the time you were 12, pon knew e e AT Pt
chemit vampiies. By the vime you were 14, you not only knew Attt (rmey ]
5 i 14 =
the facty about glouls, Wi urrp:l.:lh' .ﬂ’r‘.iill."l.l the honor of the Sy ik e
g & i LU (LY
Privsy: Kl yoursel| e
hipam L2 2 1 1 e

Tou kepr woiting, "Mayhe nest year," you were told, “Ina

lew yeirs, whaens o resch your full groweh.” Then, "Perbinps L3
ifter pont e a chililormen As youaped, thélrescuses became
more glabomee — they prosed your clear dunbong (ormusddied
by Blood bonids and vicae addicrion), they spoke of the places e T
y » s
whiere 31 40-vear old winnpn wid scceprable bot a younper gednerrihien o
) ) M rhe O
wistnan sl excite conmmeni. TR
X A N e Retoresy -
Vi becamen ghoal arche bumilintne gz of 35 chanks o Ll
your own son. Vouought to be partally bovnd to at benst o dozen Mk e 7 bl it b
[ |
VMM |"H.-!1"HI,1:1I.‘.|.!T '.'-i'-lj:_!'1.|l_‘\- EEAEEEB 0 [
perste eHorms to stave off ohea s bl 3T
i '} = LR N N EINtRiN ik aiii] [
||.|-T||l"| Nge. MNow, at lonmt, &1 el il vipidel ’ L
they've pven you vour — == T
duae. At lost, you've e | heandaas | _ 1}

L'il |Ir'lli‘ EII1+."'I|I1'.'I.' .1T]-,|

wan becunsidered ar oyl
E-"'l' il'li' vither Powers Thor Be e the clan. Eb‘.l.;Ll'l'l that evervome i Venlee knows chae
wiybedy Einbraced] soold muss be unimporsny, fie only to admiringly obey the anders of the

f i supeniars who have her bound
,"J/ J S - Thiy dhon't suspuewt ehar you are chem e mueh s you love them. But when
By, youl asked permission 1o eo o Americs — “rhe Lund of the Free," after all — 1o
l’\

'.'u':1:'1_h LT 1|'u'|'5|.' :l.'l?l.”.!llLl.b LJUUHL‘ -"‘,ll'qll]'t, T]_]-;_'l,. '.||.||gi.|. |.'|..-|\ r |.'-|'-_!|-_|| 1] \||u||1-| I
vid b D one old doe with o few new tricks, afwer 0l
Cf‘lﬂl-'l-‘[‘ltf The family i L= |1| TIE 10 Yrm, o Lif ‘]tr"!fll {omly NPPICCInig
all o have o offer you conld be a ot moee o de. You just wane the respet
duse tor you ae Kivdred and i Cilovvannl You've pidd vour dues o himdred
ﬁ\‘\ times over, anid ¥ il b i |I||1|'| clemned i i Wi'fe B o SR anvomie
s benearh You huve an easier b of it
Roleplaying Hintw: Be respecttul yer pushy 1o (e authonies
hnlm‘ali.‘lti:‘l'g.-' over you, Pe favwring nowd ndmiringe sowaed the eal el dim
the emes even you rare by saw an the Mawsaleum, andwho thenefore
neyer isked vou todeanything demeanmng or humiliszong, Be emon
n|1'.- ruathbiss oo YEMIE irderiors,
Eguipments Lz Clathorme dressies troma veazor two oo, serilile shuoes,
i Coasch [arsi with o Sig-=auer 1230 hoandpun inddde. Als, a nice st
aluminum came,

Camm Thake; Seiaremaiotes ane Coonnir, Hosss

5
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Dipromal PROVOCATEUR

Chairtes "Necre-imoestiois Mot '™ Really? Aved div s e
beve everything v sre tells you!
Prelude: W hether you were gerting a baseoru from Aum PR F VIR MRIETREE T
Jh= o [ " i o Rl
Gina before dinner pr perting Cowsin Angelo o pur loton Eilidaks i v i
ity your back, vour mast powerful weapon has wlways been TRTTE - = L
D A
ponir somile i i | s e . p—
= . z W W e T \ wan
People pre tume: They can do o lot of nice things lorvoun. 1 ey A — M el
particilarty nice i youcan ger theiss befire vou have o give them . AL L .
ponies, bt hagglmg runs i the family and you suspect you got W Al —— SN A TS Al e
youg bl | S plyi=ds
double dese of i e et | o= e
Yo recerved] the Prosy Kiss from Angelowlien vouwere 20 e reretdfillyn rwe
i i i La g R m - + T
(Fle always hod o siolt spot for yon when he wis glive, Oy mayke e ' [P - e o
3 5 X ' i aki e : -
it comld be Berter described asa bard spor. Anywiy, bue recopninsd ; - i (PR v
talenit, ) Aa bis ghosl sevvang 1o Bascelona, some vampires foom R e —
-~ L R L L LR el "
-‘tllt‘l LI..Il'.':- lfl.l.'l.F I |.|.|.|L‘ SUIEE TSI \'I‘Ir'l.'i.', i H'||.' h:hl 1|]|_' Ill,l-Wl'! Lid Al [ LR, ST 1- -
Il Cmiosts ek Py
mako pou went to plense them, but they never séemed to realize lthzaries o
i et s i
|J..I_l|. Wkl -\.|l.‘1|.| “'-lJ.'ltL'J s r‘ll.l.."..l!-l‘. ‘r'l.“tﬂ'k.!]l., ' '
-"'1'|n|1,"_f1'lln et Do el ab, well. You werte instrumental ws == e
directivg the vendern aoims — b L —
. Tuis asaassins — but more = PRERRAMGONT e =
Inar !
yui wWeTe esseniin] i it e ; i U
SR E®O 00000 LS [x]
HL]]\IHF_‘ =re r|'I||i - — RROOEDEVETT i"" !
the tmeonl — LT | opmma i
ORODEEO O
PHT RN 4 O I P e :Jh

Kindrid i

Barcelonn fele that the¢lon's killers sere-dowe the custders a favor by

"4*I:-‘|||r1.'II1.L.r Ii!i: f\-l-i:-|.||:1|:-:|".1|.]l‘- 3 k'--|'|'|4'u'n-T|‘|-||‘|E r|'|.|;||J_:-| R | ;:.u':u.-_'.{ LRI
eevent Fmbwace, and vou'te now o goad with both yvour famuly and
thisse chieming ionecents in the Camartlln

Vo weren'treally given a choice slour vour Fritbmce, and there's
o Lot of things you miss about lifie, You miss biscood and sunbuching,
not o mennen sex. But moa lor of s v easter o sleep with
someone for the faoily's sike now thinn yon den't senlly feel any
thing... now thar yeu're dead,
Concept: Yourd naturally churming, cute and o povsd leaener,
H vow'd Been b it another fandly, vou'd probahly hove prown
up to be o sreat sales psiocinie, o evers ook i Bosr, As s,
post'te plaving " lmpartial thied paeee™ tothie Comant i on biebal Ul
your elders;

A1
h'\l:l
Raoleplaying Hints: Be nice to prople in wiys thar don’
cost anything. Be disarmingly honest with the people who are suspl-

closs ol youe Even 6 i doesn't bring them around, it TMPTEARES - ATy One
wintching, You're gred wo gerring your way hecause people naturally want to

\ o please you, 1 chwarted, pour bur don't make a big deal of it You'll always

\ beve tomiprrow nigh
\ Eguipment: Veralato evening gowns, PCS phone, putomare
. piataal, BROW 330 comvirtible, roofies

S—
| L e SNV
A Thonwe s Semwrrongss ann Chsinit Bolsts
a7




Numsmens Burn v

Luote: Lo biele yorer mather's |'1[~,1'-Jf|:,1,llnl wi gt cpenr!

~

Prelude: Yo never had tostem ] om the dode, b thaedidn
et yor) were pampered, No, guite the contrury; yourfamily a
Life ware o thie conhd huve benefived from a few of its membern il il P
biving to stand In line o collect Brancial aid. 0 would have Av il

[ TR Meewis

T, T

piven them les time ol ock YO phe T TR T N o I YOl
totlless by celelration of an Abendeen vis tory

Sl you ook your licks Tike o eewing boy sl sed i J""I:f"'l'f'
alvimatedy inhented ol of the perks thar came with the Dionsim
family mame, including enoney and respect, Frankly, i1 was abour
e fon ot o cemtribate a liccks holgansen of your own: You

A
WikHLL
. L BEL rué (Y
[T LT T T talr L BT

i'lill.l. |I|."-I|:||' the same consing who had "eonrribored” o o LT HINHN gy LT MM

TR

Boighin dnee thie inderbe by of the family hustiess und found & e

toughening-up into the mon vou had become, Shorcly therenf [ — TR DY P —

P b b | iy g Wi
ter, o becamie something else altopether Ailies Lt

i o 1 Capiwryy TRICHCE

You week for one of the off-the-hooks branches of the b e
Punsien family, Wohile your white-shined aunes and uncles may

beowed o oulliondebey, i up o ladslike vou o goeolleer them,

Tou'reone of the Genmof Grampan, a ey s

%, rempected rowdy and one of th ter-
™\ rorsof the Wohiskey Trail, So long
as everyone knows i you'te on
).x vog of YU e
f Concept: You have a e
markably bright disposition for i
o, Kindred —the dotr meod that so many of vour elders seem ta labor under hias no hold on you
fa"- .'\L\ [t's mot Becavse you're some thick-wittell mooncalf, thoughe Yo' re just glod finally o be
e ibesling out the deabbings imstead of taking them,

Roleplaving Hiness As rough-andaomblie as you've become, old habies die hard

? B _
i 5 You lnever be an slpha dog. You're beteer off doing whar you're told and you kniow
f; d T Il
L]

\

i AEsornecne smars olf G o, pumene] them, but f they're actoally brave enough

tot ianid tp oot uby, s probably becawse they're mough enough to back i up,
Bereer o stand diwnand nor have vour tecth kicked in again, Ancdifanyene thinks
thit makes vou ncoward, well .. they probably dldn't have it as rough s you did
whemn they were younger. They don't know.

Equipment: Track suit, Horkap bag with doodenobs, wal of casly

Clmpoon: Gomiping
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doolg
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CCo9®

> Bacxgnovnos
o898 Alliesx 2 Rezourcesx 2
PrrsiTat Contactss 2
Lndurng _Benerationx 3
Broceful Influence{Hanlthx1)
Wiry IxrLuEncEl

Meuray

-

Lurming
Dt lerrmimiec
Shrewd « 2

ANILITIES

Browl Infimication

Drag ...Huqu HEE
Dominate{Comimand)
Potenics (Promess Might. Yiger)

——aaia

MenrTe & Fraws

Drive Meles

Firaorms

Py Husauirr - mi_"w‘_:&xuu
F toets
.H"_“n.,u_ Ganeretionx2 )
Sttt xd Influsnce (Francexd Palitizaix])
Tirsless Resources x4
IsrLuENoEs
Socing
Chorming  Ingrotigiingxg
CHgnified )
Genial -
Mestal DiscrpLines
Dedicated] Dominate (Command ;
Knpuleckpotrls x2 Mesmirism Forgetful Mind]
Dbsarvantxd , Fartituds{Enduranca)
Potient x2 o
AsiuiTiue Mearrs B foaws

Aggdemics  Politics

Finarze Subterfuge

Law

Coga | Houss

Citums Thagr; SHFoLDEE 30




Ane-TIe-Canm)y
Quiees We do hewee eme opeiom — dom el ervyome Lofierdd on

'-'.'-I:'-tL:J-I s, 7§ o e et —— charr vl ler o CUFTTIE (FRET |r_|I T3

gLy e iy veme - Jowoons b eoory or legl . bras irandfl e effective. ['m

i i woain Tramrhamal et
g o need (0 cetl] em Yire Jom i fnier gt Jeigne [aomt, fuvs

v Aade d# S

Prelude: How the bell cananyone in the fandly not koo == A TERETH Ty
rhar the whole genealomy & ndidled with vampires! Even if they ey : '__:::-_
o't see the sstution for what (v really [, even the childeen : S ase
Frawe v s thise sometbang s nor guiee tight. Thert aeain, ic's = o e

what the Giowann| nre brougly 1 Lur.!wllu'_ THTEE] LR T
rurrture el all that,

Luckily bor youy you were clever enovgh w eatch on quice
early, You ook the Prosy Kiss at 16 ond were Embreaced or the
ripe ol age of 200ferteming tnyour..unzle!. - whenhe came

eov e il msbeed i o wanted in o o gon deal he was workimg A
. i a
ot with same Sabbarslobs m New York, OF couese; vou tonl: '

mliawy Denniuie
L . s Fatiles
ovier for [ime afrer the anzand B their way warly bam, bue

-
myEe

noboddy kpows thae At lepst, you hope noone knows Lt
Tourstrong ense of whiat wos right for the family sirned

Wil Eilk‘ ac C-:Z'LUJ'..:' o i 1% AL i.H.ll! .{1!!,1 i ||_h.'_|'1, — YRl WS G

of the up-mnd-comigrs, Hoving been BEmbraced so yiouig, yon
il Bcd o sense foe what the "profitable youch demcaraphic”
wined, Yoirpushed medband E juse before they becamie Buge

i yensimowde vilualle inroods on che doog enid, Pushoiog por
vond incomtaot with the local gengs, whiocouhd always use goms
il decigy of their own. You had quice literally becomie the
Chervanen wionderkined, nuding money widh chie blidos ionich.

Thoat's why it so steange thoe vour eldems hpve adoed
vl e e e e o' limdson e thee Carmor o, 6o o .
fucking deadsend puosition! Overnight you wen) =
fromm ore tooworteh to Lot midie’s vewes, b couldn'e f { # f':
busvite beery awrvy thnsg jpons tof — ehie wlhiole “remssigm- W \
menr” srinks of swomebody's vender, domewlwee. |
When vosfind anr whio it i, vou'll make them pay for - I [
vefusirwdeninye these past fow yenee of elernity BN
1'-.:1-I'l|:1:|':'l::':". 1705 CoTe L|1|I'Ll.'!'. (it el '."1|'.|'-.:'||.{i|
dhiinr s rapladly, Yo sibves ongue i savvy e ety
th vir new role as the prince's envoy, In the end, though,
wona"vae learmed all s well hons dowririelit mercermony s
"Kindred”™ thing 5. Mow your lowalty s b yourrselF, sl
you'll play for ehee Camariilo o e Givsvann (or thie
=abbat, should you run (nen them againd... whoever'
worth thie most comnfirt s who wou'l stick wich
Roleplaying Hints: You're playinga ridiculonsly dan
senvnes geime andd you know it —once etther side known
that you've nar even worth the meager truse they'v
placesd inyou, i1l be over. [esashame thar you're such
1 bumour ot an early age. Tou huod mwch o offer the
bty . P ok thein — they hod their chance. LUlnrdl
they or someone elie carclies vou in the midille of rhis
wieek's douhles s, yoml 1 [iwe the ||j|__l:!'| vt
Equipment: Zeznn wardrobe, new Mercedes on
I'H'” Term |l' (L Irt:lH1F:| L'|'|\.'|1E-\ L h:'“:lllr il1|'r|T|1|I't'|r||'||_}'

sevtap lwots, alimminum bseball bae

Crampook: Giovisn
a0




2
[MsanonCGrave RoRpeR
Quirtes Flere's JO0 dollary Americen, Crome back moom bour
and degs's sell avivome | was here
s |“‘-I:-I:1-r|1r s Prelude: bour dayea week vou stole your food, Bur some
tune Blovnm| Pl s Pl iy mes only threr like when the chiurch had aboluhiv ment Y o
u"tﬂlll_l_"f.l“i i Em’ clothes were whatever someone left himmineon the clothisline
| pre il i ] Cinee your were obd enimugh todrmk — E2 — eemezavmnie vichier
i from belind one of the tourtses' Fars orfrom the borels while dh
[ help reied to carry i the deliveries. You lad o fatire boyong
| betryg another urchin in the sprawwling hell of one of the larges:
cities on Earth
: [hot'swhen ou met your new puteronan, He touk vou off
Haiau ;_:; thusirreet, wave you elean clothes, fed vou AT he wanted in
vivrien w0 return wassome help procuring M specimens” Fe'd even liely
TRE—. i ] e yiou learn his new "Black Sélence.” For o briel time, you
Spncedt... smin  Harrsmney.wo strugpled with the scope of your new duties — srealing bodies
s b s el wasn't something n God-fearing boy should do. In the end,
| proating e though, voudecided thar Ged didin't know whit thines were
. ] POUED  Chetid - like curside of Heavern, You did whar yon Tad vo, and i L
Ra—— i et 3y sy meant you wolld be Damned, so be
EEEER OO i i ) .
5 My l!wu]',' PRrs 3 briak. ;}'
| — uooooooono That's how the Comlee
ol world worles, espec inlly bem_§

| 4 O TP CT VT il in Mexico Oy, owithe nll H}‘
these Dl -

plhutted Sabbar ==
runningarcund, breaking legsand biting off heads, [vwasn't any differsn for A
youl when vou were mortal, and things haven't clhimeed since wou died
Concept: You are leaming the Pisanob's new faith every pigh
with the help of your sive. Whatyou ure dolng s undeniably evil, but
srmetimes Ciod needs evil 1o make the good worthwhile. Anyway,
the sire says oo much ntrospection o't good for a bay m you 5
postilon, You cant guire rell, but you think he's being condescend- (
o Afeer pll, b sestns to spend o grest deal of time chinking and |'r

\

[T

3

yRpLt

wriring and reading. He's probably just being stingy. Eithes thur o
he thinks you're too stupid 1o dowhar he does. Uniril you fioure it
out, you do what the sire says, bringing him the bodies and leaving
thime girls in the pile alone

i _”'-“H

Rusleplaying Hints: You know that betng Damned means more
than Just minnimg armnd smd digeing up the dead, but the sire =0t
showiry you Fle b been good to you, but vou know that the other
1"!]1131”“.-'5 LilTr'llT I.Ii'l '-\'!‘:'"‘ ":f'lu ‘li."r -]—h" ST !‘i'.'r..‘.I rl’IL"I.'.'I'l‘ |5| | wll,';:"‘].{ |'||'|I_I
aing to Hell, but they my all Caiandtes are alrendy going o Hell,
anyscay. Wouldn't 11 be bereer to dey whan you wantied Instead of
ferching dewd peaple when the sire mold you tof [t's 3 lirde SCHIY bo
thanle abour, bur it might be worth the risk.

Equipment: Secomdhund blazer wnd khokis, o
']I."\'l:i, rl_""\-:lr'r' :

Chiseon Thets Shisserioeotis avo Chavmel Hoses
oj

—
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Tue DroenFRATE
Quote: Yoo, 'm quite auure that you're the frince. | sius
wimderingg hosw fomg it woald be before you meroduced senersolf

Frelude: In your experience, people respece thar which bl 1
they could never constder themselves doing. The poar re-
spect the rich, the tich rédpect the famous; the fimous +
respect the powertul. Only the most exceptional command -
wealth, fame and power ar once. As you were born into thar : o
cuate, you had to oy even harder o distinpuish vouesalf, — vy ~+
Adver ull, whar good was being rich, famous and influenginl if Alreer monn u:r-;-" ; e s
all your peers wore, oo Mo o P s s

Totharend, you mrmed w6 tmboo. In the ganie of soctol one- — rrrirr il v ki e
upmmanship, you set o far bolder standird than - any of your Landadt o . man eash

) E [=siaim, SN bl jrtive i

comparrion: Ler them have thewr whores and their designiers s iy il v
drugs behuml thetr respectnble fagades. Onece your parents had Y —
“ganie,” you foreed your sister o hearvour daughter — anid then o ity o K i ST
forced your danghiver to boar you a son. Suchdelectable debase: Y —
ment! Such ostenmeous delight! Teseryour veing on lire like the xru;:’ s
cocane youshor into your member just 1o say vou did il Ehrm s -

E'h'EI'LIIJﬁ“'r', i‘l‘l'-'lllj:;}l. YOUT acqusntances grow sl Ml b2 —
desgusted and eschewed your com- ' T esessncaan :*.'.'.'."' P
pariy arfollawed in your tricks ond — —— W afirs — *m-l:::-- Ih
died rying to keep up. Looking — SomenuoaDg ~ P -
bsck wpon vour life, you see thar e P— Ay

you have accomplished Tittle in | )
the way of lusting Lmpare be-
yond spending vour fomily's
luere. Mow that pou're dead —
ah, fuck it You iy chaned some
night, but it won't be tanight.

Uiriver! Ot thie senator’y party!

Concepts You have diffioulry dis-
ringuishimg berween positive and
nemEtive attention, In foct, in your
minel, little differentiasion exasts be-
tweent thee twe, Disgust is the same as
ervy; shock the sune ss apprecition.
Somewhers deep inside, the ratonal pag
of you renlzes thar yoo ore ripidly sinking
ity owis hiell; you slowly cease to exist as n
e, becoming ostead the mere sum of your
mishehavior. [s thar the ultimate fame! Or the
ultimate follure!

Roleplaying Hines You sre thescar, and
vou're naty vou will upstage bami Unlife 1500
competition for fingte glamour, and no one re-
members the loser. Be careful wieh thes chiviceen
Dhor'e lex the chamerers immanurity overshipdow
his role i the chronicle. He exeses ultimarely ar the
whim ot others, and lis inclusion ins story should o
be usal ns an excuse for a player with similar nesds for
acenfion o honee the chromele's sporlighe

Equipment: Yes

Conrmen These: Sapernsis asy Cuate. Hoses .
03
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B Fiouoiapy Wizagn | L
'L‘jul'{l,': '-'i & (LT ||'L'. bl !fl.jl,._ulr!u'.|||_,-_ In?._,u:.;l'ul ] |'|E-,,-| o i
dlirrsd cmid wirrite Off the el debi as o credie 168 beaatiful —we'il I
} ", . 1 T 5T R A ik
mdke money More we ium ||I|J |"|..J|.I: AR ] RITE _'{l" TUImEe Cotpupnr i # w U
. X - : i [p—— Bt
Preludes You konow how your relatives spend money, The i P S i = rint PRy V¥
priblem is, thar metey's goma cotme fron somewhene, The o A 2
- " " T —
Ciioasintnl b slwenys lowdeed nfterics awny, and when vou becime i -
olel erwngh, vour wanved o dooyoue parg oo pay i baek, | e I
Yami bevan che jouwrmey e vnlife wodh the Proxy Kiss, @ |
I -T1I|.|'."-’1i"1l|l'||-lIl'k'-"g.-r:t."-.'rl'l!!- pestive sccounong and abilicy a Fir e
tosee opportunity m s earmed you some slendicont miten- v et
i fromm e arissard and thedr broods, The Gaovanng Kindred iy
witte hied, wideeyid, we you boughr bands, wlled theirassets inmo L
. ®iwn
orber b i then parloyed those imvestments inro phantom CHNEM
principa ] sents o ther boords of dimectors: Hondreds of sears of 1 1 ——— e
iflil-fusbuomed movestmisn baleo stronge oot onopeon which M peane e ey (i er———as)
| 7 i 1 i (&% [ xy Py
vtk ol stape vour liermtee Mow Beonomy gamblis. A1 2 prrmmen . vars
i ¥ J sty - LR i [T m——
1M 'L Wil ['II'.II"I.!|| -|H.| i |I|| I:' ||]'. E Dfhaine WA aaci
vy o e
The payulf win't quate whar you had andcipared: Indeed, stk e R o st
||II'I'l'll'l':ll'l"'u'l-'u'l.'-||'|||I.I'||'|||'l'|l|," '!‘;'r““ Bllpu by T e Iibe apiis Joesii e sy
. ]
lshimens than a rewaed, all of s TILLLL T ; !
r pormp notwithstanding. Youview s | ;
{1 '.'.h:lr IT b miven you, o ([nEN] b '” =
| ever, i allsnew asses you can ™ a—piy Urren -
L L | ...1|._ A af (AN RERN (SR :l
| CEINE, FUy DENE Wil i: PIciicing L G EFOEOn
: the are of the deal, Kindred
i i WILICEY I8 WETY rIII|'.| |I;_-Cl| i
4 1 1 L I
invveston'sclub— these people can'vweck day | obs ancd b e 1o bearound forever, Kaowing chas
v can tnke therr momey amad wse it to ke it for Wi wirsedf nmad che oy, and, Evoun resmnet ‘
pay yourselt more thoneyour “clients”
Comcepe: Yo love the theillof making adeal. Odher peaple mud Kindred help vi
fuldill your purpose. When' vou meet them. vou take their assers and wim thiem into |

protit
Roleploying Hints: You've no car slesman; you hivve gmce and sevle. Offier
mdvice willinely, but leryiur success speal looder than veurwonds, Inerisduve voursel|

T DRETTVTRTRE, Ak WAL T AW ET Ihil.l.'{' FOEs TRy OO Tac e | VT OF Iess Ty

g nenw irka. Should the unthnkable hippen — o contrict poes belly up o
ey varishies overmight— ook for the opperminicy lefrim s walee matlies
b than stommesing oot apdlogies,

F.til.lil'll'I'Li'HT: W -]l.'|'.1|7'.|".\'rm]n-ih.-.|i1'wr'-t'||r[n'-,',:r.ur'.':|rr--|1\ it Frausely Thy
Woall-Stveer lowrrial, Fuse L MATELTAT RS

CLanpoos: Conany
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Falr une
Quote: [ jsed o0 be d big shin Uk yoie, kid. Mow 'm
shewelbag shie in Palevima . Let thar be o lesden to vou: Never lat

LR e Wi [II‘.I,'

§ b it e it e

Preludes It all happened so quickly: The fnvitation to : i1i wastAOSTN
difner, the Proxy Kiss, the Embrace, the haven on the SRR

Fbwtenn Then you o one bad month, and everything wene
toabilt Linons in the Stares, Textiles from the Ease eripled
I cost. Even the tucking freight company you wed went
undet. A 27 -percent praflt margm vandshed almost bmmedi-
arely under a sevenstigure debe

Sevcless rosay, theanzime weren't impressed. Moneof them i i
sl back yene vexe phy. Mobody wanmed a oncesucpsssfol e i iy o [
peomile whiose predbess ey was the momber of partners he'd v g - ey S
drmgged mo his ovwn cluster focls, Fven your mother omed you - "
vt oo hier Raven ance 1t become o socil borden to hove yon e . i

[rsgering srowmd the willa fomiaing ot

YRR

.-’_J'F_\_\__ ) Vo decided tostare over, R
/ “  Mor Uke v was o choice, ol

“ reslly, A secand cousin S T Mt ettt
atered to PUL you up 05 R St 0
[ s yon mansiged the ;
ﬁ firase forbiom Swallow- —
LonmE your j\ln]u, YL
nocepred, 1% going o
b Lo, laed jour-
ney back inte
\F s 'i.'l."r'l||| |.'|||1 LL R TA0E -as Il "'I'lu IJ'.'I'I:'I.'I] |'IH"|E' larever

Concepre Cirin ol fucking bearit. Youdo wluad e todid, b o

\ keep your eyes open for any chiance to get out of vour cotsin's house. You

Y have o tempor- your enthisinsm with good judpment. After all) ic's

berter o burst Back onto the scene than' to nickel-and-dimie your way

Py upothie Bndder, T thie end | you'ne probiably doomed v tailure, boe bope
/  remains alive even if you hpven't.

Roleplaving Hinrs: You've learned the value of humilivy and

FHurd worle, soopo aren't wleaid o ger your hands divy. Taloe dory apon

yiaiar shouldery, but only (Fthe payoli ds immedinte wnd obwious, Some

any "H.”-ilﬂ" VERIE COwim WISt emaney, |"1|-| |'E'|i"|'l'r'l.' B 5l |"-":"T ATICHITYS A !l'll'.“

motiths. Measure pwice, eur onge, The seven habilis of highly suc cessful

[eople are .,
Equi]'ﬂn:l:l.:l. l~||I|I|-,'t'.'.Is|1rwul'L |.|IIli'll:':q|.H.‘|I|!J:l!|IHn_LlIrI.ImJIJlLIIIII=|||I.'H'II!EL|.."

CLanaoor: Grvian
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CUGINIDISANGUFE

[PAaoLoSARDENZO

Background: Phalo Sardenzo almast had e all, b
between fomily politics, vengelul ghosts and two World
Woars, he managed to lose mos of i

I"illil liy II.‘-Z{‘n.'E o 1"1‘ -I.:irdlll ri l.-l‘1||" g TERLAT A YOO (BT
with o knock for sy the righr dhving and on mreresr
i the dinbolicol arts: A Giovanni onchismorhere's side,
the clan pave bomothie Prosy Kisein 1821 and Embraced
him in 18T,

Sardanzo the ghoul was o diplomet, using lhis connece

tions with the Carbonan insurgent to ilt dee balunee of

poweer betweoen the Camarlla and the Sibbst oo the fuctions
stipeled for influened an the [elion I'H'I'IIn:-'I_lL‘I. He and hie
dotnbror Dicgo had their eyes on mortal palitics more than
Kindred ones, however, While the twa Ereil soc s wene deigy
kime palitics asa means toward Kindred ends, che Giovanmi
wete doing just the opposie — wsing Kindred stroggles 1o
shape kine polities to thenr likine,

Tl Gliveanyih —l.'ﬁprl.l..Lll'r those whose memiorics went
bk ro ehe sulghis of the doges and the maeschane peinees —
were Vepethon potriots, aned o the 1200 they were sick of
being occupied by Avsceiy, Borthermore, s merchanes they
winied o constitution that proeceed individunl righes from
abiises [y Kings and siolsles B iook s while, BBy 1861 all ol
Tty wias wnited — except Venoce noud Bome, The Austrion
Ventmie were enger 10 keep Venice ander Austriomn mle, b
Paclo wnd Thiewo nllicd themselves with o Prosslon Ventrue

facticery, The Gisvannl mave the Mrossiars sl mew sid, fire
agrainet the Avrrism Venemoe id then (when the Proassiom
Venmue hiod solidified thetr rodes ameng Camaridly Lepdier-
sbidp ) appmivien the Lostrsbrn- and Toreador-infested Braniee of

Wapaleon 11

Py rewurd for his exrraordinary service s (he
Embmice. In the vean between 1866 amd 1914, he brokesed
iy fruiriul deals berween his own clan and other Kindred
(parvicularly Chimgrel and Nosferatu whio foumed thismesel ves
i need of money), He also showed thae his apritude for
Muectormmney was as greae as hly aptivde fee polites. Ta il
he e the o by spearhisading one of the fiest orpanized
arempta it dyaeing s holomship with the Tremen

P‘:i' 'ltll ."'¥:|r-_|-:n:.-: h':l”l'f. came o his own |Jl_]|'||||: "'.'S,r”
Wi | howeven Awed ol diediplieied by the ethicienoy of
mindern wartnae, Faolo believed thie chie means roachieving
the Endless Night was ar hand e was on ageresive and
t]'I:IFI'IIIl:ITIt I'l'a'lT\'l-'.'iIf_'l il r!Ji:!lh'.'t. .l'|'l|| |1i'-(l"II:I'-ZIJ.':i.' el wucc e
gaiied it magy followers, anodl o shiel] landed o Heele oo
clime to his doytime hiding place and wsposed o o the sun
Hi sty h‘r' t"lllTll'I.\."I'l'IF_ |1|:‘|‘]:'ll.'l' imers the HII.II||||_| b thie
sunlight scirehied bis feft arm and the lefr side of his tace
scais hve ey o thils niggh

Mometheless, Paolo contimved 1o agiraee foro gamble o
the Endless Might ceremony, telling bamself thar the tollower
who had left ame were shollow weakhnes. Thar was when
Walenting dedln Passacha rerurmed trom beyond thie Shrousd o
apour dite warmungs thay the Endles Nt would be the
ultimate loss for the Giovanne, nor ther altmoee coumph In
the long ran, her theory wis cejecees

st bd e deal e
Fluitie et |1II‘-I.i:-1'n for Panla’s effort towond |3-'|:'|j1_ iE rr,l:hr THFLLY,

Wonsiss however, wis the Bloody Lerion. That was the
e ab i group of wir-dend wraichs led Ty Giinstcin Bellodirti
Dielbackeortt was the one whe did chie math and declared dat
althouph one Chovenm necromanoe maght beow match lo

live phosty, thome s wiy he'd Be o match for 50
Evemtually, the Foarth Great Moclserom and the weaiths
e Ot Woar pue an end o the Bloody Legion, but not
before they and thewr leader hnd deale Savderizo and Jis
et aseries oldefeses— humiliaeing defowts ro o Glivannd

firr whiom ghiosts are but tols and mind oo,

Surderzo fell ot of favor witle the Tunily after the Fim
W ool W, cormed T Toand elaoe s “allie="" [ thie Cnmarills wien
far les receptive o Tudegns Famaly vainciss than sy were i
churmer with mosmey ard secoes, Fle sbeolkod aeoum] Europe fo
vears, searching hor the shost of Goston Bolldoe and con
temcimg the sliores of a group of s e, bur e didn'
really come v bis chn's notice s cned] 80D W 1

Whien thie mechantzed teeror of the Secomd World Wi
oripped the conrinent, Sandenzo was back in by elemene He
began seridently msisting that here wis another apportinity
01 brimg nthe Endliss Might, bue the Glisannt weren's
nesrly w fntercared rhie time, Fed g, Strdemoo ind b few
lownl folliwers made u fatedil cholee go disobey e elden

amic] head off roward eastern Germany on their owe, hoping
to [‘i'l"h'ﬂ.'l.]”ﬁ' l|.|rw.-~.1 I|:Is' '.-ll.ll-\. ||r-..' .||_1|||u: 1]'..- WPCOTHIng
Rll“‘:liLll L |||.T|.| LI,

-r|1ill-f__,""' l‘lh]l"l |~1n-r|lr I'l::llillL'tI:t'l WA 1 -|:||':_|'|r_ '~T.'|l |'.| vl
diagpid boale o Menice. His compomions were oll shiugh

Crarmes THaeer SeiameHoiones ans Chami Hooss
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tered, When the war ended and another wproar in the
Ulnderwinlel e, the Glovionnd removed the seake in his
by, winly o qLE|||.'1:1 I |'|rrr|11ﬂ|-|.-!',' oy [ds menios I'Flr_-'L_.;n'.-.
Blowsc bosrd. The Fumbly knew rhar, wharever his flaws, Paolo
wud iy expert on the dend realms and could be very usetul, Pt
pnee hig pselulness was [Tndshed, the sake wenr back 0 and
e wae ledn o saochuee dlian,

Sardenso’s caprors removed his stoke in 1985, Three
descarles hipd yeftemod Do’ e and be wiswilling to glve
hus brigrhveest stoden o another chpmee — s Do Prolo kepr
his none clean and scropolonsly purmsed the family's interests
Frovately, b also fgnred thot the swéeping changes in
rechnoligy wnd sociery wolld keep Paoks dependent ard
needy, ot least for acliegle while

By 2000, Maclo had more than caught up with the
moern age. He became Gscimated with comgunens soon adrer
s pwnkeenang, ond it wos hiesdvice thor convineesd Diego o
make spine modest, conservative investments (o technology.
Sardenzo i snll nghtly bound by has meawor's Blood, bus
|. H{"ﬁL‘F LT L!ﬁ. i: |'|;Itd.|."l‘ ] Ilj I]lilﬂ{{'f 10 FRSIKE r{"] 'r'l_ng "Il] ST CH T
s obwionesly mrelligent and resonreeful — eepecially singe
thie searr of the neew death-srorm. .

Imnaizes Paolosorted our wsa very hanidsimie min e
comtinenl mild —aull, dork, charming. Bae the lefr balfof
e face 1a hideously =carred, e the extent chae it makes bim
lisiode lilee m citsimley oof the wars hie plied for profit. Further, he
e rermoved bus Tefr eye and replaced i with g corpae's ey,
which bus festered in it new howsing. Those who have seen
b Lefr bnd nore thar it's sumilarly afflicred. He affeces well.
imode, (F somewhor old I.’l:-|1|:m'|r.'q|1 I asiriess mits.

Roleplaying Hinrst Althouph you were vncis discres
anid greaceiul, years of spite and failuee hove wom those
quiliciei down oo bresgue fonkoei. Indeed, vou pre ofen
described ws hotiest, (0 Blefoeclrghe, ard while that oy be
maore thon o by dncormecr, W dos ok people willing
ovetlook yours., flaws, You do not oppeess campany with
your phipsicul protesqueries, bur mther [gricre them — only
the rydese ol comversarionilists wonld draw actention o
man's misfortune. And no one need konow that sech grotes-
quieric wis cloctive. .,

Sire: Giovanni del Georew (decemed, presmed dinlylerized )
Mature: Vlﬂlflﬁi.lr}'

Demeanor: Surviver

Creneration: Hth

Embrace: 1867

Apparent Age: lote 204

Physicaly Strengih 3, Bexceriry 3, Stming 3

Socini: Lharismo 4, Muaspulurion 3, Appeacance 0
Mental: Percepition 4, Intelllpence 5, Wit 4

Talents: Alereness 3, Athletics 2, Brawl 2, Didec 4, Intimi-
dation ¥, Leadershap 4, Subteduge 3

Skills: Animal Ken 2, Drive | Etiquerre 3, Firearms 3, Melee 2,
Sreplrh 2, Survival 3

Knowledees: Academics 3, Comporer 2, Finanee 3, Investi-
gition 2, Linguistics 4 (English, French, German, Cireok,
Hebrew, Latin, Spanish, Sumeran ), Oceult 4, Polivies 3

Disciplines: Dominate 1, Mecoomancy 5 | Sepulchre Path 5,
Ash Path 3 ), Thommatorgy 4 (Pathoof Blood 4, Spirc
Muntpulation 1), Oblescare |, Parence |, Protean 3
Rivoalas Mineseva ff Mirte, Oxchio d' Ul Moo, Tenieaia
Senedn, Esilig

Batlascounds: Resonmces 2, Allies 2, Conton 3, Clefemtion §,
Starus |, Sparit 5
Virtues: Comnsclence |, SelbClontrol 3, Cotmge 3
Muormality: Humanity 4

aves 5

Willpower: 6

MNotes: Paolo Sardenzo s completely blood bound o
Diegor Cievanni. He han al taken drghis of bliced from
Diega’s elosest confidante, his grandehilde {and onstima
eeicor il 1IJ:'I.'L"#I.~|."'I"HL‘I.JLIF||.E!.[|IH.'F] Olianmisaria Civvarnn.

"anlo hos performed the Cleofia d' Llomo Moyt rimeal on
bimnsell, nnd be has succeeded in binding the vengeful "de-
ror" somewlere ut thie bortom of the Meditermmenn Sea. He
b ks drenred o combination Discipline from the fourth
level ol Thamtateney's Parly of Blood and the thind level ol
Proicean. W Paolo 15 sunk in sodl char is leerally soaked wicth
bleend, he can absorh that blood imte himselt— even i he's
in torpese. O course, Blood-sealed grouml lsa'c ereribly com-
LLLCR§ P l".."l.'.'.'l“ P Wari e sar ol |l|'||" ‘\'“{'}-“1 :Ir"H.'I”{'.‘h....

ISARFL (FIOVANNI

Background: [t would seem that Isabet's tale mimrors the
Gitevainn| family blstory with unplessant seeomey. Fromoan
enrly upe, [sabel found herelt mmersed o the laathsome
swthculeiee of the clay, Even as g moreal, Teabiol loarmed the
hideoys secrees of her family — and even took o them In
somi casis s hermieraliog rorved, ier power pose, snd by rhe
time khe hed bome her brother's child, she had earmed the
attention of the Kindred olders of dho Glovannl,

Ity her enrly 204, bl becimis o ghonl sinel dastad thae
poseer that the vitne of the Damoed provided, Such fimes were
it prarticularly enlighiened, however, espectally in roml Liaky
amad with v roowomen. As sucly, (0 ook over tae diecades
foor Laaadse] i comvine e ber ditmaror thae she was H".IIi'!,' fini e
Embmce. Indeed, aomong the Giovanm such things aen't
Il'Fl.l'.'" r'ﬁf'l' i1'|“lh| l'IT m'lllll.:-i'll.' I.'hlll.l[Tl I'll]T 'I—.'"'I'II"T l_!l'fl'ﬂjl"l_t I'nl.l
approving elders, Moting Balsel's il withy thie Black At s
I.l.r.\ll i fer |cT'H1|..'|-. M1 L“rllil!rl;ll.'.'r', the .:ln';f..'ml' I‘ll.lr_'l"i '.1|||1wmi tHE
of the Chiovnmmi Kindred to bring label o domoetwon

Since her Embeace, Label bas been pmouthpiese for the
lany wond apsin reflects the air of mystery and suspicicn with
which oursiders view the Necromanneern: Fumorns nnd exapper-
ated depravities smvel in berwake — 015 said chir she can fesd
omly from the severed heacds of her vessels, thar she hay sexun|
rebations with those from whom she feeds, dhat she keeps o bost
of captured ghosts bound to ber own dead hesrrand thather bite

carvies the Black Plague or o meore muoderm medical scoure

Comnmonn: Giovanng




Arrld thiese tales, label simply smiles and moes abow

het business, In many cases, such u peputation servis her
well, 45 diplomey comes more essily o thoge already
fenred. Label now prmwers directly 1o u group of ellers,
working av o linson bepween Cliovatmi and dhe oueside
wortld T s o thandkless saly, wo be sure, iod one frmughc witly
prerid, Bt Lsabel's seromg will and sense of dury o the Gamilly
Leep the Clovanmt muerests close s her heprr, She main
tabns o comfortabile unlile, even i these medem nighs, and
coriders hervsrious ks amd trencles o be g port of what
hielp bier ke that possibile.

lmage: [sabel pomsesses o contimental beauty that is us
much a resuile of her carriage and demeanioras it is the power
ol physical beauty. She esudes arace; dhe willks with the e na
setly afeind o i miovie star or head of stove. Her hoir changes
betwien chowalate brown ind o histrous, dusky blacl with
the seasons, and h?:ﬂlr'lh- are |iLI‘|.: « el b, Tealsel |ln_'|p|:1.
loose clothing that leaves more 10 the imagiostion
tlghi-feting grrments, Whenshe b present, Hheonvimonment
seems 1 piish her to the lere, as i she stands ar cenrer stage

Rﬂll-‘rllll}'iﬂg: Hints: You are calm and collected m pa Tl g
ienlings, exvepe when E's alwilous that you're not in conerol,
Lo those cases; youbecome n biredgierand conniving —and
it shiones, By oand !:il‘lt_at". i find Kindred untrusowerchy,
prosducon of selfish desires and habris. You recopiize these
e yorsell, toe, and o e test fear s belng unable o

[#ELS I(J[I:II!.".L' "l'r'll.ili "H'lul"ﬂ'l' |1l"ﬂ.'l. VI '|.|.rr1'|"| [hr,‘ ﬁﬁ'l‘lflld l'h.“ i r|'|ti1'|-
tes to evalve amound yoi You also find relating w fellow
Faredred sivmietfimes jurming — i che Od World, yonrare still
an e Dl owhiile maest Mo Wooarld Kindred regard o0 as o
veritahle elder

Clan: Gliovanni

Sire: Fortunain

Mummres Archine

Demeancers €ral lnmt

Generatlon: S

Embrace: 1719

Apparent Ager mid. il

Physical: Trreveh 2, Desverity 3, Stming 4

Soctuly Cliarisnwa 4, Manipulation 4, Appeirince 4
Mentul: Pesveption 4, Tnrelligence 3, Wits 4

Talents: Alertoes | Brawl 1, Dodege 1 Empathy 4, Cirace 4
Intboachirien §, Laevclership 2, Subisrtuge 3

Skillsz CUrafrs 2, nve | Enguette 4, Fiesmmi 2, Pedormance 2
Securiry |, Svealih 2, Survival

Enowlediess deademics 3, Caomparer 1, Fivmece 2, livisti
gatien 4, Lo 2, Dngadsties (A wbie, Dhaich, French, Biglis
Crermuin, Pormguese, Bussian, Spanlsh) 4, Medicine 1, Oy
eule 4, Polisies 4

Dhsciplines: .""‘Lub-prx L, Doty 4, Fortinde 2
ey 4, Obfiscnce L, Potence 3, Presence 2
MNocromantie Path Sepilchee Tk 4, Ash Pack 3, B Ptk
Bm:l:;p-nlll‘ld'd Allies 4, Ulan |:'T|':-r|;.:r.' ¥, Commcs 4, [Herd
{only at the logeia) 2, Influence 1, Mentor 2, Resourcen 4
Rermners 1, Sraos 3

h“\"‘l'f-"

Virtwes: Consclence 1, Sell-Conrol 4. Courpe 4
Moralite: Murmuiey 5
Willpowere: 7

Eaimn o TR oS 1

Emilies Bosseling wos o mican, Bomely and diststehal —
by modameely clever — ook, Fle miehe love amomted to
seamethena (e Ve 0 el Bl enenres bt o, Bt Eron s s
rT'Iﬁ!l'I-"q’ inte sesual sodisoe Unformumntely for by he WL
|I\'im__' beteme the latemie (& Al E]ﬂ:-« -'|‘|r“"- mincls oot bemdd
age. His contemparary, the Mimquiade Sude, spent most of his
welule Life imprisoned and syphidline due 1o the same Dobbis
Iilu'll !‘.ITI'I-|H11 l‘I‘ﬂE'EI:E-Ed-. I.."hll]ﬂ' i ‘.':l."u.h_-1 I'nm.'q-'u:l', Erlio wie
|'|lt'1IL'I.|L'-| |1].' his l-'.ilnllir anil 1‘-]. the Ciovinnd Kindred, whe
fistmac] it quite vsefil o have sormmeone olve abducr atd dispene
of theirsustenance. Wt PRosselin
(el Pled sfrv was of lictle coticerm to his masters

chidd mis prewple belore ey

.*'lehnﬂgh rhie pramirive comuetables of Emilio's em conldn
ciich him (ordidn't care to, a8 hia victims woren's NPT
preaplis b, thae soanive wiik it troe of Fromes | hapnge. Eonlio b
soatelwd, bratalwed nnd then bureed Lowsa Dupage, Fraoos's
sisber, Framre stalked, coptured, tormored and killsd Emilin
with a precision and rothlessness worthy of any Kindred (or,
trncdeeesd, il Eamalio banesellY, Thir should have been the vod of
ity but Emilio's Giovanni masrers were upser at the los of 4
wseful servant, and they vented their displeasure on Frane,
They wiren's done with Emilio enther,

En
did, Aot e feared thar withour o body, be swould be
unable to pursue the pleasyres he'd krnown i e Ie turned
vt thusvas s coesture of emorion, hewsas feemere tulfidled thon
he had been an noresture of fleh

o hurd masden pocr oo rerum ons weatth; and s e
|

Crinerz Traee: Sharsroiomes aso Ciamis Howsts
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Ervllboehrives begr oma particulareombination ofattmg-
thon e repulsion. He can restore himselt witly 51 Bidees
mprmied couple whio sy topether becase thar’s pll they
b, o with oo young lover who suspects bis girffriend is
wrifabthful — bt whe can’t be saav. OF course, he's naLalwiyi
sovchoony. Pecanse b wis a beaters-down thoe in Life, b alsao
thrives on the feor spawned when others are nfrnid of him

In the modern nights, Emlio finds purpose s a ghostly
raskrmster and wanlen, He keeps other ghoses in line and
dispatchies them o thitr Kindred masters when dury requines
(e e wonliksesm thi ol all hisanpleasant gualivies, Tossdism

s toursed b preatest vse after b death

CLaumia Dussiey, THE GRATL SERHER

Archipalogy's underbelly 150 dirk and damgeros fishl,
ok to moiiion fse ploin weied. The Glovanag have hod on
intebest inancleat mortary wisdom forg erouries, amd Claidion
|'|'|||i'-|-!|| I8 Uil s ‘.'* ".]H."“ oy ||||-|'.:r:l1l1.'t:r~.

Findred milghe seem to hive many advanmpes in the
-1|ITIL'l'l'~ itgit Fredil oo resmiby o rlﬁ“.':r',‘ Parren ]_‘n,' ApsOnLLS '!r|'|i|.]l'| !
Oh, well, Fell down a 50-foon pitd Yedb, shit Bappens,
Ruewiing wwiy from owmaged headbuntes? Time for a bimst
i 'iII|1|'|'|H||'Il'I! s

|’I'|| ||'|-HE ‘IllrL‘;L‘ l]'lf' lllll[L‘ihl ]I..I\."lf' I ,I” ur Ol hunL1nF
when they have the tlme 1o open o pite andd riffe theough
sl Mmoot every dig s 0 chess match, however
"‘illrlll'fnlll“v. it e e, anid thiar'y when the .=||'|11[|r' tiodrive
all nighe anud dig durmyg the day can be & decisive advan

il lEstir

fagre. That s o reason that A laadia s domiror, Ginllaume
Crimvarimi, never gave her the Bmbrace. Cnoropood all the
ustit] ressons for having o ghonl servanr, Claodin could
also drive the trock theosgh the min forese all doy while
Guillaume slept in his specially prepured capsule (he
pever, ever called i “coftin®),

Clavdta anel Guillame were a good team, She ndored
hum (of course—she mighe even hove loed limowithour thie
blowd boned Y and he endy appreciated ber scengrh, rengpliness
anil willingmess to go the extro mule, Thot's nat to say e tald
Pt evierythiong, of cowrse In fact, ax ther last parting, le gave
hier omlby the vaguest intimationabot bisdestonamon ( Frimee,
ckay!") and be hasn't been seen or heard from since,

Closdia rells hersell she isn't wortied. Guillaume was
resontceful, cmbfy aod not (me prone o overconfidence.
triead, she's concentraning on another guestt Tlie search fix
Il‘ll' Tk llI..-IIILIH il Clonstantine.” I thie |1‘H|:l'1dsi e thue;
the lmp ean paralyze mny Kindred whio comas within miles
of it and its weshielded light is oa deadly as the s Iralse
repuitedly hispls seournids finds lost reisure ancl, i the wildest
stortes, has the power w remove the Clrse of Chine. She 2n')
|'-I!'l.-'1|'|,|::' tht lase one For g second.

Ar the same rime thar slue’s beer digmng up ancien
Ligmerucds, Claud i s nlin by pirig the roo modorm techinl-
oy e oo find o ek the moviemenc of her two biteres:
rivals =— the Toreador ghoul Marcelln Price and thi Tzimisces
vainplee Troy Cherverinc. Both of them seem 1o be clising in
oy Africa, s Clodin bus been boushing up on her Swabll,

Clargia: Ginvans
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MNoapie; MNaTuURE: GUNERATION!
f."L.-\?I-‘R; DrMEANOR: Flaven:
CHRONICLE: Cran; ConNcEpT:

[Prresiead SOCIAL Mr Al
Strength @0000  Charisma ®0000 Perception_ @0O00
Dexteriry 80000 Manipulation ®0000  Inrellipence 80000
SEAming 80000 Appearnnce ®O000 Wi OO0

—MA BILTT [[{‘5 _--———_

TALENTS SHILLY 4 NOWT FTGEY
Alermess 00000 Ammal Ken 00000  Acxlemics OO0
Athlerics QOOO0  Crafre 0O0OoL  Computer OODOO
Brawl OO Dirive OO000 Finance QOO
Dadee QOO0 Eliqu ette OO0 Investpaticn QOO0
Emipathy 00000 Firearms 00000 Law OOOO
Expression 00000 Meleg 00000 Linguistics QOO0
Intimidation OO0 Performance. . 00000 Medicine 00000
Leadership_ GOOO0  Security 00000 Occule 00000
Strectwise. 00000 Stealth 00000  Politics OOO0O
Subrertupe 00000 Survival 00000 Science ODOEK
| e A DV ANT AGES re—————————
BACHGROUNDY Thsciprines ViR ues
o OO0 QOO0 Congclence/Convietion @0O000
MMM OO0
000 OO0
DOODO 00000 Sell-Conrrol/Tastinst . @0O000
OOO00 OO0
OOO00 000
DO000 OO000 (Courage #0000
—'h_——_-_._‘._
— M ERIrs/FLaws ——HUMANITY/DATH Fleai i
Bruised ]
O00000000O0 Hurt -1 0O
Injured -1 O
Wil powerR——— Wounded : O
DO0OODO0ODO00O0D O Mauled 2 O
DopogaEoon O -5 -
Incapacitarad O

Broon Poor - WEAHNESS
~ noopoooood Their kiss causes pain
[ — OO000o0000Onmn instead of pleasure
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Lmbmtcd }w, al ::Lm tht !LH duringimightslong’ past, the Gioyatini haves

always had ambition. Now, they "Ir:lng,_‘rimrmnnhl['um rmhFﬂr‘m:rn world
they want.to,claim for themselves: _Wlth NS EWE: lith rh-.;i_ll'nlit',r ol |
commandl the spiritsiof the dmd“‘ﬂnd ALSErict tamilial Hierarchy, ched
arrt-al.n:at'cnumy Lo '-‘.rand 4,@&1115!: (_,Ln LIIt"kJ!‘ll"lt TSR Llll*:lfif b
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® The historyof the, Giovanni le]'l fromi-its Origins as . 1~Ru ahmnu:i; ”

merchant { :mul'g, to its current incarndtionas;deathless Necromancers:

* The clan'sistrange *familial strugiure! and its related llineages’

®* New Necrdmaney |t1|.1lﬁ“‘::f§1d previously unknuwn POWErs:
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