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The Hand of Salvation
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M\ “I am here to confess your sins. It's never too
Q\ late to forego your monstrous ways... even

after an eternity.”
Redeemers: the self-appointed saviors

among hunters. Redeemers believe that
any soul, even a monster’s, can atone
for its sins. The price of penance is
great, though — as great as the depth
to which a creature has fallen. What
makes these hunters seek salvation
for the undeserving? Are you worthy

of the answer?

The Hand of Damaation

Hunter Book: Redeemer is part of a

Hunter: The Reckoning series dedicated
to the creeds, the character types of the
imbued. Learn Redeemers’ philosophies,

motives and ultimate goals in delivering
monsters from evil. New Traits, edges and

rules help ensure that amends are made,

even if it’s by last rites.
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EDGAR NOBSTULLING: A reporter
who’s done think-pieces on the Euro-
pean Union and NATO for Newsweek
and The Economist. He lives surpris-
ingly well for someone on a journalist’'s
salary. He owns condominiums in Brus-
sels and London, as well as a chateau in
the French countryside. He frequently
acts as host to Sloane and our mole.
Well known on the Brussels club circuit.

GODFREY: Last name unknown,
lair unknown. Our contact didn’t
know much about Godfrey except
rumors that his job at the EU was a
cover for intelligence work. Nothing is
known about his capabilities.

JANA RYDELEK: An aide to the
German NATO officer Fritz Geier — an
officer who is actually her blood ser-
vant, we believe. Residence is unknown.
Seems capable of moving unseen; has
been reported to simply disappear, to

normal sight, anyway.
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STAN SLOANE: The night clerk for one
of NATO’s American offices. Despite his
lowly position, he seems to be on friendly
terms with many of the high-level Ameri-
can staff. He has a small house outside
the city, as well as a “wife” and three
“children.” The wife is a slave, as is their
housekeeper. The three children seem
normal, except that all have been treated
for anemia within the past year. Known
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obvious anachronism indicating that the line was

- added later, probably around AD 650. This out-of-
place phrase reinforces doubts about the entire
episode. Not only is there no other report that Saint
Augustine recreated the miracle of loaves and fishes,
and not only does the entire scene feel tacked onto

the story, but the tone and word choice are decid- M
edly different.

Who is the culprit? | suspect a monk whose name is Clonire ,
lost to us, but who resided in the monastery outside #idleas
Thebes from AD 637 to 662. This monk, referred to only "WQ_W
as “The Cypriot” in monastic records, was known to Chond
have copied several texts and recorded a story of his ~"°"%*
own, which he claimed was known as literal truth in his
Mediterranean homeland (though I’'ve found no other sevebb
ve ¥

"
In this execrablrmarable, Empero J

Constantine received a piece of the sun from God as
a reward for his conversion to Christianity. The tale
includes a phantasmagoric illustration of
Constantine, wreathed in flames, seeing the truth
and hearing the word of God from Heaven. Accord-
ing to the story, Constantine kept this gift in a lamp
marked with the letters “Chi” and “Rho,” and that
any demon who came close was subdued by the
ower of God and would either repent its sins or be
oyed by the sun’s rays.
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GODFREY—

IF { HAD A GOLD SOVERE(GN FOR EVERY TUME I'VE HERRD A REPCRT THRT RASPUTIA
\LAS FINALLY DESTROYED, I'D BE ABLE TO MELT THEM DOWAN AND FORGE ARMOCR. {HAVE
BEEN TOLD THAT HE LWAS LOST TO THE Sun, CONSUMED N FIRES SET BY A FERVENT
CHURCHMAN, TORN T8 PIECES BY LWOLVES AND SUCKED DRY BY RN AMBITIOUS
YOUNGSTER. YET PERICDICALLY | SEE HIM SKULKING AROUND KIEV, MUTTERING RBOUT
THE OLD DRRGONS. OR LWORSE YET, { DON‘T SEE HIM BUT { SENSE HIS PRESENCE — OR
{ SEEM T0. HE WAS HARD ENCUGH TO KILL WHEN HE WAS ALWE. I'LL NEED MORE THAN
RUMORS TO BELIEVE HIM PERMANENTLY GONE.

[ as lictening When the bubbler began to prophesy and trenseribed his rvings. UWnfortunately, he was
Slyhved and chased [oreh before the interpresation begen. Nonetheless, here is the “guidance "ty whick
Te! Aviv 00 be governdd for the nekt six months.

écoutait son charabia et, quand il commenca & prophétiser, retranscrivit
ses délires. Malheureusement, il fut repéré et chassé avant qu’on ne
commence l'interprétation. Néanmoins, ce sont les ‘directives’ qui
gouverneront Tel Aviv pendant les six prochains mois.

Handling distracting summons requires dance talk. Daughters, hostility,

limitless seeds rise. A wand over forty... a scoundrel. That selfsame better

sun quits girl’s prison for love suffer second(s?) pins. What is bred in \
bone is the bondsman’s key. Shining mercy jade blood of ivy crawling. Of

his fall, a song is made. Announce with ceremony the understood sailor’s

virtue. In the meantime, fatal vision time means radio contact pleasure.

Rock, stink, fly over all and under the dead, swimming moon. The mis-

sion, save the world lest its damnation be meaningless. Two stars yield

monsters. You’ll have nothing to drink but water, wine and milk.
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Leaf Pankowski had tried to prepare herself for the
reunion. So, in his own way, had Dr. Carleton Van Wyk.

“Hello, Doctor,” she said. She thought he'd like it, find it
respectful. Now, looking at him, it didn't seem like enough.
“I'm glad you could come so quickly.”

He nodded with a thin smile and said, “Your proposal was
very interesting.” His voice was cordial. Any curious passerby
would not have guessed at the pair's bitter history.

There wasaquietmoment when theyjust looked ateachother.

“You seem well,” Van Wyk said at last.

“You too," Leaf replied. Neither of them meant it.

When he had last seen Leaf, her chestnut hair hung down
to the middle of her back, so thick it was almost bushy. She’d had
clear eyes, a robust, rosy complexion and a calm, slightly compla-
cent demeanor. Since that time, she'd lost almost forty pounds.
The loss wasn't flattering. Her skin seemed to hang loosely. Its

colorwas waxy and sallow. She'd cutherhairshort, and it seemed
lifeless and dull. To his professional eye, she looked as if she'd had
a terrible illness — or as if she might still be sick.

The change in Van Wyk was more subtle, but perhaps
more extreme. To Leaf, at least, the difference seemed drastic
as she struggled to define in her mind what she felt in her gut.
When they'd first met, she thought he was a good-looking man,
in his cold, remote way. Not her type, certainly — she didn't
fancy small, refined men with flawless hands and elegant, silver
hair. But she could see how others might find a man like Van
Wyk — well spoken, erudite, wealthy — very attractive.

He still had the same hairand hands. The change lay entirely in
his carriage and attitude. Before, he had possessed a self-confidence
unique to those at the height of society. A rich, white, male doctor,
Van Wyk subconsciously played the role of “Lord of the Manor.”

Now, that compelling confidence seemed shattered. An
aftermath of confusion, helplessnessand disgrace was written in his
eyes, in the hunch of his shoulders and in a newly humble posture.

“It seems like years since ['ve been in Chicago,” he said at last.

There was another pause. When Leaf spoke, her voice was
hesitant and touched with shame. “I guess you had good reason to
leave. I'm. .. I'm really sorry about what happened on the list. | really
shouldn’thave. .. well. . . Ishould have treated you better.  apologize.”

He drew a breath, and for a moment a shade of his old
grandeur passed over his face. “Think nothing of it,” he said.

After a pause, he spoke again with a smile. “It's not the
worst thing that’s happened.”

* *

*

PROLOGUE:SALYAYION

Once the apology was spoken and accepted, a barrier
between them seemed tofall. Perhaps both secretly wanted to get
along and went out of their way to be agreeable and congenial.
Both had gone through some very lonely months, and each was
pleasantlysurprised by the other'scompany. Theyordered a pizza,
and the doctor bought a bottle of wine. Carleton showed Leaf his
stamp collection — a hobby in his previous life. He now found
valuable stamps to be an excellent second currency.

“A large portion of my funds has been put into these,” he said,
holding a magnifying glass overa particularly fine misprint. “They're
portable, they retain their value, and commerce in rare stamps is
practically unregulated. Besides, philatelists are ev ere.”

“I never would have thought of that,” Leaf said.

“Letus hope that most unliving are similarly preoccupied.”

That was as close as they came to discussing their calling.
Similarly, Van Wyk deduced that Leaf’s husband, Oaken, was
no longerlivingwith her. He knew from hunter-net that Oaken
had not been killed, but he did not ask the cause of the breakup.

Leaf appreciated Van Wyk's discretion. The split had
been agonizing, not least because neither Leaf nor Oaken
could explain the cause to friends, colleagues or relatives. The
reason for the divorce had to remain a secret between husband
and wife. Oaken still hadn’t signed the papers.

Van Wyk initially demurred when Leaf asked him to
spend the night. “I wouldn't dream of imposing,” he said.

“I’snoimposition: The futon folds out. I's quite comfortable.
Or are you worried about the impropriety?” She grinned as she
asked, amused by the thought that a man who had staked rots and
experimented on wisps would be intimidated by popular opinion.

“I simply don’t want to impose on your privacy.”

“I've had too much privacy lately,"” she said, then regretred
saying it. “Besides,” she added, blushing, “It’s safer. Both of us
have enemies. Plus, you could save some money by staying here.”

“Money is not really an issue.”

“I know, but why should you sell off some of your old Pro
Juvenates when you don't have to?”

“It’s ‘Pro Juventute.' Still, your point is well taken. My
stock income could be frozen at any moment, and my expenses
remain steady... if you're sure it's no imposition?!”

She assured him it wasn't. After another flurry of polite
exchanges, the matter was settled.

Only then, after dinner and discussion and agreement,
did they get to the topic of their planned experiment.

¥ * *




Leaf and Van Wyk approached life from opposite directions.
She was intuitive, abstract, mystical and emotional. He was de-
tached, logical, methodical and reasonable. She valued people and
emotions. He valued progressand information. She wasa Democrat,
leaning toward the Green Party. He was a die-hard Republican.

They shared a bond of knowledge, however. Both of them
knew that there were gray zones between life and death, zones
inhabited by nightmares. Both believed thatitwas toeveryone's
benefit for that in-between place to be cleansed — a benefit, in
their view, even to the suffering inhabitants of that limbo.

Both of them had forced creatures into the realm of death.
Both hoped it was possible to return some to the realm of life.

It was that hope that had led Leaf to place a delicately
worded ad in the newspaper, promising the possibility of life to
the dead who still walked. Several responded. She was lucky
that they sought escape from their existence, rather than to do
harm to someone who might perceive them for what they were.
Perhaps some of them had meant to do harm, but by making
arrangements to meet and then observing potential subjects
before playing her hand, she’d managed to avoid being killed.

Her first attempts were failures: The creatures wound up as
cold corpses, despite their willingness to participate. This result
would have frustrated her completely, but for one thing. Many
creatures turned to what seemed like ash after her efforts. But
some she tried to cleanse left corpses behind. Was it possible
that these latter creatures died as humans and not asthings! And
if that was so, was it possible for medical science to save them?

At first, she had trusted in her own will and in the Living
Power that had bestowed inexplicable gifts upon her. Eventu-
ally, when answers still eluded her and her pride waned, she
sought out the advice of a medical doctor.

She knew only one who could understand.
* *

*

The vampire was an ugly specimen, with paper-pale skin and
prominent fangs. The “whites” of its eyes were the gray of slush, and it
stank like stagnant water. [ts crowning glory was a great dry gash across
the topofitshead. Leafhad met it cautiously the previousevening. She'd
hoped that she would be less repulsed seeing the creature asecond time,
butshe couldn’tkeep her eyesfrom wandering back to its gaping wound.

It said its name was Cliff Krumlauf, and that it had been
dead for less than a week. When it began to speak, Van Wyk
paused in hiswork, but only long enough to start a tape recorder.

“I'd just dropped my kid off at his martial arts school. I was
gonna go back home and catch the last half of the game when they
jurnped me. [ didn't even see "em coming. One minute I'm headed
toward my car, the next I'm in the back of a van and there's these
things clawing at my clothes and biting me. And then... [ dunno.
[twas like [ wasup above it all? Like one of those out-of-body things
you hearabout’I mean, | could see the insides of this filthy van, and
maybe four of these animals going at me like it was Thanksgiving.
Weird thing is, it didn'r affect me, just warching like that.

“Once, when [ was a kid, I nearly drowned. Right as [ hit
the bottom of the pool, I had this I?t::eling like it just didn't
matter. Or when | got iny wisdom teeth out, they gave me drugs
and [ didn’t really care what happened to me. It was like that.”

For this study, Van Wyk had amassed a curious collection of
paraphernalia, some medical, some not. He had a heart monitor
and a set of four-point leather restraints. He had a sturdy gumey
and cardiac-arrest kit, along with a wooden stake and what he'd
been told was holy water. He had a blood-pressure cuff, ampoules
of adrenaline, anticoagulants, a thermometer and a stethoscope.
He also had a loaded 12-gauge shotgun.

“T watched 'em going at me,’ Cliff continued, “and then every-
thingwent black. [ woke up ina box. A coffin, | guess. [ started freaking
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out, screaming. ... [ started clawing at the wood. When | cracked
through, all this loose dirt fell in on me. That scared me even worse. |
couldn'tbreathe, butwhen the dirt gotinmynoseandmouth, [ realized
[ didn't have to, that I was only breathing to scream.”

Leaf had a .45 pistol in her hand with the safety off and a
bulletin the chamber. Its laser sight was aimed at Cliff's chest, but
as he spoke the red spot wavered and finally disappeared as Leaf
lowered the gun and let her finger off the trigger. Maybe it was
because of the compassion she felt. Maybe it was because her arms
were tired. Maybe it was because Van Wyk had completed his
initial examination and was strapping the vampire to the gurney.

“May [ interrupt to ask you afew questions!” the doctor asked.

“Yeah, sure.”

“I've noticed large, livid bruises on your back, buttocks,
heels and the base of your skull... all the lowest parts of the
body. When you rest during the day, do you rest face up?”

“Yeah."

“Do youfeel anything in particular in those areas when yourrise”

“Uh... not really.”

“Do you dream?” Leaf asked.

“Not that | remember. But [ never remembered my
dreams when | was... uh, you know... before.”

Van Wyk applied his stethoscope, shook his head and
began inflating the blood-pressure cuff.

“Please go on with your story,” Leaf said.

“Uh... okay. So,Idugmyselfoutof thisgrave, and the otherswere
waiting for me. They'd gotten. . . somebody. I'm not even sure who it
was, that's how messed up [ was. I just... . [ ate him. Her. I'm not sure.
I remember biting right through this person’s throat, going for the
jugular. Blood squirted right in my eye. | remember because [ wasn't
disgusted. | was disappointed because now that blood was going 1o
waste. Do you understand? [ wasn't grossed out. | was hungry for it

AsVan Wyk wrote, "No heartbeat, but blood pressure 140/90!"
in his notes, Cliff continued. “Then they hit me on the head with a
shovel. Said it was so I'd never forget what [ was, that | wasn't alive
anymore, so | mightas well forget abour my wife and kids and ‘all thar
shit.’ That's how they described my whole life: ‘All that shit.' They
cut themselves, bled intoa cupand gave ittome. 1. ... I couldn’t resist
it. | was still so hungry.. .. They told me my new name was Kicker,
and that’s what they called me the whole time I was with them.”

“What were their names!”" Leaf encouraged.

“There was Rampage, he was the other guy. There was Bait.
She could pass for human. They grabbed her 'cause she was good
looking. The leader called herself Kali. Doesn't really matter. I'm
pretty sure they're all dead. You wanna know the funny thing?”

Van Wyk hooked up the heart monitor, which started
making a steady drone as a flat line crawled across its screen.

“l miss 'em. I was with them less than a week and | feel like
[ lost my oldest friends, all at once.”

“Do you remember any of them hypnotizing you, or
staring into your eyes!” Van Wyk asked.

“Nah. I... maybe it was just because [ was so scared, and they
seemed tohave some answers, you know! Like the whole world had
suddenly tumed upside down, and they were the only ones there
to carch me... even though they're the ones who did it to me.”

Van Wyk frowned for a moment, then tightened the
leather restraints.

“What happened?” Leaf asked.

“Well, Kali told me that there'sa war orsomething going on.
That bad as they might seem, there were these other.. . vampires.
She had a name for 'em but [ can’t remember. She said there were
these people making us into slaves, that only a few were strong




enough toresist, and that now [ was one of them. She told me how
lucky I was to be free.” His voice took a bitter tone.

“Anyhow, I guess these slaves or whatever found us. We were
hiding in this basement in downtown Aurora, in some old carpet
store. Early in the moming, these cops showed up. I woke up when
they found Rampage. He just started screaming and tearing at 'em.
There were four of them, and they opened up on him. The rest of us
tried tosave him, butall we did waskill the cops. Kalistarted swearing
when she saw they had wooden stakes. It was the middle of the day,
and [ just knew that | was terrified to go outside. I felt exhausted. Kali
called the owner of the store to her somehow. It was like he was a
robot. He rolled each of us into carpets and got us out of there before
more cops showed. That night, we killed the owner.”

Van Wyk pointed a penlight into Cliff's eyes and noted
that his pupils remained dilated.

“I think someone followed us, or found out where we were
somehow. We were in the middle of killing the carpet guy when
suddenly Kali looks upand shouts, ‘Get out of the van!' So Baitand
me jumped out the back door, with Kali right behind us. I'd barely
got outside before the van caught fire. That scared me, and then |
saw this woman with a rifle, She'd been watching the van, I guess,
and when Kali came out she opened fire. Kali came out last, but the
woman was waiting for her, like me and Bait just didn’t matter.

“Ikind of lost my head and charged her, with Bait right beside
me. Outof the comner of my eye, I saw this black thing.. . justablur,
like when a black car shoots past on a highway and you're standing
still. It latched onto Baitand dragged her to the ground. [ heard Kali
screaming as [ got to the woman with the rifleand then. .. shit....”

Cliff was silent for a moment, chewing at his lower lip.

“What happened?” Leaf asked.

“She just looked at me, and her eyes. .. it was like lookingall
the way down to hell. It was like when [ was dead, onlya thousand
times worse. I've never, ever been thatscared in my life. . . orafter,
[ guess. [ ran. [ left Bait and Kali, pried up a manhole cover and
hid in the sewers. I've been hiding ever since. I stole the paper to
try to find out if they were looking for me.”

Van Wyk noted that the bruises vanished as the vampire's
blood seemed to become animate within him. He coated Cliff's
chest with saline paste and started to warm up the shock
paddles. He inserted an IV needle. The patient barely noticed.

“Why did you answer my ad?” Leaf asked.

Cliff shrugged. “Look at me. I had a wife, three kids. I...
[ tried to go back and....” His ugly face twisted, becoming
monstrous in its sorrow. “Maybe your ‘procedure’ will finish
me off. So what? I'm just a monster now. I'd never even seen
an animal die before, and now I've... I've killed someone... |
don’t want to be this. Do you understand?”

“Yes. | understand.” It was Van Wyk who spoke. He
looked at Leaf and said, “I'm ready when you are.”

Leaf walked to one end of the gurney and gently cradled
Cliff's head in her hands. “It’s going to be okay,” she assured.
Then she kissed him.

Hisentire body convulsed, every muscle straining fora moment.
The restraints began to creak as he rocked back and forth. Tears of
blood welled from his squeezed-shut eyes, and pooled in his ears.

Leaf raised her head, breathing deeply.

“It... it hurts,” Cliff gasped, his breath a rartle through
dry lungs and a desiccated throat.

“It's for the best,” she assured.

“Please... stop...." But she was on him even harder, and
this time his thrashing was joined by screams, muffled by her
mouth as it locked on his. Van Wyk watched, stone still, a
syringe in one hand, a wooden stake in the other.

[
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When Leaf broke the kiss, Cliff's eyes were wide, his
pupils dilated, and he kept screaming.

“I'LLKILL YOU! YOU FUCKIN' BITCH! I'LL KILL YOU!"
Shewas dripping sweatand gasping, but hereyeswereasresolute ashis.

“Almost... done...."

Cliff tried to bite Leaf's face as it lowered toward his, but she
leaned on him with all her weight, pinning his head to one side.
She had nearly climbed atop him, bending her body over the side
of his face and working her mouth toward the corner of his. Van
Wk turned toward the heart monitor as it gave a single, loud
pulse, then turned back at the sound of snapping leather. Cliff's
hand clawed at Leaf, trying to hook her eyes. Carleton positioned
the stake, threw away rhe syringe and grabbed a hammer.

“No!"” Leaf broke rhe kiss toshout. She locked one hand on
Cliff's wrist, the other on his throat, holding him down as he
screamed and cursed and struggled. “We can still save him!”

Van Wyk grabbed the other end of the stake in his right
hand, holding it like a rolling pin, and used the leverage to
help keep Cliff's fre¢ wrist down. Leaf’s face was already
blooming with bruises where the vampire had clawed her.

“NOOOOOOOOD! " he wailedin terrorasshegave himafinalkiss.

There wasa moment of silence as Cliff Krumlauf went limp,
and then the doctor’s 0ld emergency room training kicked in.

“Clear!” he shouted instinctively, pressing the charged paddles
to the dead chest. There was a single pulse on the monitor, then a
flatline drone. Leaf began doing mouth-to-mouth.

“Here, use this,” Carleton barked, handing her a respira-
tor. He injected adrenaline.

“Clear!”

Krumlauf'sbody floppedand twitched, then wasstillagain.

“Come back, Mr. Krumlauf,” Van Wyk whispered. “Come
on. Your wife and kids are waiting." He shone his penlight in
Cliff's eyes and cursed under his breath.

“Clear!”

* * *

“I don't understand why he turned to ash,” Leaf said.

Van Wyk shrugged. “I'm afraid I'm out of theories right now.”

They were both exhausted. Neither had said a word
during the drive back to Leaf’s home.

Leaf collapsed intothe furon. Van Wyk took an overstuffed
chair that had belonged to Leaf’s mother.

“Wouldyoulikesome wine? heaskedat last. She shook herhead.

“I'm going to have some,” he said rising.

“The glasses are over the sink.”

They were silent for a long time.

“We didn't kill that man, you know.” Van Wyk sat again and
turned hisglasswithagraceful,unconsciousgesture.“That crimefalls
belongs to the things that turned him. We put him out of his misery.”

“That’s kind of hard to believe right now.”

He shrugged. “Perhaps if we had gotten to him earlier in
his transformation...."

“Look, I'd rather not talk about this now.”

“Certainly. My apologies.” Van Wyk rose and went toward
thekitchenette. Leaf glared athis back, wondering ifhe was being
sarcastic. She was too rired to fight until she saw him take a test
tube outof his coat pocket and examine it by the fluorescent light.

“What's that?”

He turned to her, hiseyebrow raised. “It’s ablood sample.”
He twirled it in his hand with the same wineglass gesture.
“Remarkable. It should have clotted by now."

“A man just died in our arms and all you can talk about is
his blood sample? Didn't it affect you at all? Hearing about his

o

wife! His kids? Jesus, this is just anotherexperiment to you! You
just don't fucking quic!”

He held her gaze.

“No,” he said, utterly calm. “I don't fucking quit. And |
won't fucking quit until | know what I need to. Until [ know
how this is spread, how to stop it, and how to reverse it.”

She dropped her gaze.

“I'm sorry.”

“Noapologynecessary. We're both overwrought,” he said, looking
away and pocketing the test mube. “1 imagine we'll have a better
perspective in the morning. If you'd like, | have some mildsedarives. ..””

“I don't need anything.”

* * *

Leaf woke up when Van Wyk screamed. Her first thought
was that Cliff Krumlauf wasn't dead and had somehow trailed
them back to herapartment. She grabbed her gun and ran down
the hall roward him, the dot of the laser bobbing along the floor.
She instinctively summoned the sight as she had learned to.

She went around the corner, her eyes wide, with the gun
in both hands and aimed downward the way cops did on TV.

Van Wyk was sitting up on the futon, breathing in short,
hoarse gasps.

He was alone.

Carefully, she put on the safety and lowered the
weapon. “Carleton...?"

“I'm sorry,” he gasped. “I had... a bad dream.” His voice
broke on the last two words and he turned away,

She sat down next to him and realized he was crying.

“Are you all right?”

“I'll be fine,” he said, shoulders hunched. “Really. Just a
silly dream. Go back to bed.” He starting making an ugly
choking sound, even though he tried not to make any noise.

She put her arms around him.

“It's okay,” she said in a low, soothing tone. Slowly, he
started to relax, and his sobs came more easily.

For the first time, touching him, Leafrealized how frail he
really was. Shaking in her embrace, he felt as delicate as a
china cup. Gently, she turned his face toward her and cradled
him against her, wiping his tears as if he were a child.

“What did you dream?”

“Trwas. .. it was very confusing. First Jared was there, and then my
sister Rebeccaandherdaughter. [ haven'tseentheminyears. Thenthere
was Laura Jenson. . . and Duane. . . just pointing at me and staring.”

Instinctively, Leaf knew these were people he'd lost.

“l was a terrible doctor.”

“Shh. I'm sure that's not true.”

“No, it is. Why do you think [ became a coroner? And, and
after, an abortionist. 1 took the Hippocratic Oath and all I've
done is deal in death... and now I'm this... and I'm good at it!"

“Ir's a necessary thing. Not good, bur. .. necessary,” she said.

“Iknowbut... I'mlonely. Lauraand Rebecca. .. [canonly help
them by staying away. | couldn’t save Jared. [ couldn't save Scott...
or Duane. [ wanted this to work as much as you did. | swear it.”

“I believe you.”

“It has to work. There has to be some way | can help...
even if it’s helping... them.”

“Shh.” She started massaging his tense, bony shoulders,
adeep tissue rubshe'd learned from Oaken. *“Next time. We'll
get one right after the change. Next time it'll work.”

Once he fell asleep, it seemed like the most natural thing
in the world for her to curl up beside him.
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For their redeemer is mighty; he shall plead their

cause with thee

— Proverbs 23:11

SymearHy For THE Devit

Hunter Book: Redeemer is a sourcebook that helps
you develop a better understanding of the Redeemer creed
and its role in the world of Hunter: The Reckoning. Asa
Redeemer, you recognize the rot that festers in the bodies
and souls of the people and creatures around you — in the
very world itself. You see how the beings that lurk in the
shadows prey upon people, spreading pain, suffering and
despair. You could destroy the afflicted and thereby con-
tain the contagion, but what kind of world would you
create, where being fallible — human — is grounds for
punishment?! Maybe, just maybe, a soul can be saved by
nurturing it away from cruelty and callousness to kindness
and caring — even if only the glimmer of a soul hides
somewhere within a seemingly inhuman beast. And even
if a demon can’t be saved, you have to try. Otherwise, what
kind of soul would you have!

Being a Redeemer means trying to reconcile every-
thing that's wrong in the world with everything that you
uphold as right. If the afflicted and the deserving people
can find common ground, maybe they can co-exist as
equals rather than as predator and prey. Maybe such
compromise will redeem everyone in whatever world has
yet to come, if not in this one. Of course, seeking harmony
doesn’t mean being weak — sometimes the only way to
contain a disease is to cut it out completely. That’s a call
you have to make, with each creature you encounter.

This book helps you make those calls. It helps you figure
out who your Redeemeractually is—and whether or not you
use all of your creed’s new edges, abilities and rules, too.

But just as you need to better understand your own
Redeemer, you must understand huntersocietyas it emerges;
the two are inextricably intertwined. As each of the newly
imbued struggles to understand her new world, origins and
purpose, she inevitably compares experiences, philoso-
phies and fears with those she encounters on the streets or
via the Internet. At first, the recently awakened latch onto
anyone who understands them; this new world is just too
terrifying to contend with alone. In time, however, as more
and more imbued dare meet and make overtures to find
each other, individuals with similar attitudes and theories
are attracted to one another and develop like-minded
circles. These nascent social groups are the foundations for
what ultimately become the hunter creeds.

Yet, during hunters’' emergence, many varied imbued can
seem to have common goals. As the chosen make contact, try
to understand their mutual condition and strive to work
together, similar goals and comparable experiences can hide
fundamentally different philosophies, whether about hunter
purpose, the nature of the Messengers, or the necessary fate of
monsters. All hunters agree that the supernatural’s hold on
humanity must be broken, but not everyone agrees on how to
accomplish that goal. Mutual experiences and mutual values
turn out to be two very different things. Hunters can therefore
be taken by surprise when a fellow “Redeemer” proves tobean
austere Judge or a reluctant Martyr. Sometimes, the chosen
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aren't even sure of their oum ideals until they immerse
themselves completely in the hunt.

It's only after the imbued become fully devoted to or
even obsessed with the hunt that their approaches to it
become purposeful and refined. Some become deter-
mined to save monsters’ souls. Others want to see such
creatures utterly destroyed. When thisdistillation is com-
plete, the creeds as social classifications finally arise.
Avenger recognizes Avenger and Redeemer recognizes
Redeemer, all through the creeds’ codified values, inten-
tions and goals in the hunt.

When will hunters achieve such social structure? It
could rake months or years as the imbued struggle to
understand themselves and then each other. The fact that
so many edges seem to be shared by the chosen of various
perspectives and personalities doesn't help, either. How-
ever, when creeds as institutions are finally acknowledged,
the hunt may finally gain the momentum it needs to
overcome the supernatural, once and for all. Or perhaps
such cumbersome and fractious divisions will be the hunt's
undoing, as imbued fall to infighting and politics rather
than upholding their higher purpose.

Ultimately, the course of your chronicle and your
Storyteller's vision decide when the creeds become widely
recognized in your game. In the meantime, your Redeemer's
fully developed identity helps define her own society.
Perspeerives

The opinions, theories, information and outlooks ex-
pressed in this book are presented in three distinct “voices.”
These Redeemer narrators typify the spectrum of personali-
ties across the creed asa whole. Each of these people presents
his or her own take on the origins, tactics, relations and
ultimate fate of Redeemers, and on hunters in general.

The creed and its members' views evolve constantly as
Redeemers try to define themselves in a world they no
longer understand. With no other frame of reference, the
chosen often resort to the ideas, virtues and philosophies
they possessed before their transformation. No two Re-
deemers have the same thoughts about their origins, for
example. Thus, the questions the imbued ask of themselves
and their world — not any specific belief system — best
illustrate their individual and collective identity. After
reading this book, you should have a sense of the drives and
ambitions that inspire and motivate various Redeemers.
You'll know what compels these people to reconcile the
supernatural, and how their calling influences the way they
deal with the rest of the imbued. We also hope that you're
inspired to fully develop your character’s identity and
beliefs, to bring his goals and aspirations to life.

How vo Uss Tis Book

Hunter Book: Redeemer broadens the World of
Darkness as creed members perceive it and offers insights
into the hunter psyche. It also offers new rules and powers
for use by Redeemers and possibly by other creed members.
This book is therefore ideal for elaborating on your charac-
ter, and it helps you better understand her.

Chapter 1: Original Sin explores the nature of penitent
and unremitting monsters, the Messengers and Redeemers,
and seeks to explain why the imbued receive their gift or curse.

Chapter 2: Saving Souls covers Redeemers’ unique
tactics and strategies in their constant effort to salvage the
supernatural.

Chapter 3: Soulmates describes relations among the
charitable and with other creeds.

Chapter 4: The Next World presents the creed's attempt
to define its purpose and destiny in the World of Darkness.

Chapter 5: New Rules offers more rules, edges and
equipment for use by Redeemers and perhaps by hunters of
other creeds.

Chapter 6: Redeemers Among Us details newly
imbued Redeemers who are ready for play. The chapteralso
profiles creed members who have acquired reputations
among the imbued.

Lexicon

As any new society or organization forms and grows, its
members tend to use words or terms suited to the group’s needs,
intentions and identity. Such words help define the circle’s
purpose. The Redeemer creed is no different. The following
slangand phrases begin tosee common use among the forgiving,
particularly on the Triage email list. They may even carch on
among other imbued. Redeemers or hunters in general withour
exposure to such communications undoubtedly have their own
terms, or they stumble on in the dark, alone and uninformed.

afflicted: Monsters in general; also: lost, salvageable, strays

beasts: Irredeemable monsters, those who seem to
actively enjoy using their powers and indulging their
hungers in order to cause suffering; also: demons

calling, the: Becomingimbued; also: the draft, the summons

conscripts: Monsters who are believed to have had no
say in their condition

dream, the: Normal life, especially family, friends and
pleasures; all those things that hunters have to give up, yet
strive to protect

dutiful, the: Redeemers as a whole; also: the chari-
table, confessors, deprogrammers, healers, the forgiving

frother: a hunter who believes that all monsters must
be destroyed — perhaps because of past traumatic experi-
ences, disgust at the afflicted’s nature or appearance, or
crippling close-mindedness

Good Samaritan: A bystander who helps out with the
hunt in any way

penitent: A sympathetic monster who tries to help
humanity against other monsters

sell-out: Any Redeemer who performs healing ser-
vices for a price

service, the: The hunt; also: the mission, the call-
ing, the duty

vulnerable, the: Normal people who remain blissfully
unaware of monster existence.

writing on the wall: Hunter code in general, as in “the
writing on the wall warned me of danger”




Sourc: MATERIAL

There are all kinds of movies, books and comics avail-
able that deal with the themes of redemption and of showing
villains the error of their ways. Obviously, these sources
aren'tabout Redeemers or saving monsters, but some of their
characters or subject matter come damn close.

“Beauty and the Beast™: Over the course of the fairy
tale, Beauty's gentle calm and compassion bring out the
best in the Beast.

Frankenstein: Although it all goes horribly wrong, the
little girl in the forest who befriends the monster could be
a Redeemer at heart.

Get Shorty: With his witty repartee, pleasant demeanor
and generous spirit, John Travolta’s character manages towin
over the bad guy’s bodyguard and helps save Rene Russo's life.

[KYRODUCY (0K

The Malloreon , David Eddings: At the start of this
series of fantasy novels, Zakath is the Dread Emperor,
apparently the most dangerous man in the world. He gets
unavoidably entangled with Garion and his friends, and
discovers that the emptiness created by his power and evil
deeds is filled by being charitable.

Return of the Jedi: Luke Skywalker devotes himself to
turning Darth Vader back from the Dark Side and saving
his dad. Luke's refusal to concede, to obey the Emperor and
kill Vader is pure redemption in action.

Stir of Echoes: Kevin Bacon's character could be a
Redeemer made receptive to — and then obsessed with —
laying a soul to rest, and then saving the very soul of his
neighborhood. His “awakening” could easily be inter-
preted as an imbuing.
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He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded

his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.

— Psalms 111:9

To: hunter.list@hunter-net.org
From: driver300
Subject: Triage List

I know I'm a “newbie” and everything, but I'd like to
make an offer to everyone who's interested. | know there’s
a lot of traffic on this list and that some people have split
off to discuss certain special topics. I'd like to create one
such special group. I'm calling it the Triage list,and I'd like
discussion there to focus specifically on what we can do to
help the victims. This isn’t going to be a place for talking
about tactics or morals. I'd like to keep it, as much as
possible, to the topic of helping those who need it most.

There’s been a lot of talk about killing here. Now I'd
like to exchange information about dealing with the
aftermath — about healing.

I've talked with Witness1, and if I get ten subscribers,
I'll start the list. Hit “Send Message” and click on the
“private reply” button to let me know. Thanks.
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To be lotany I'lone.st. I suspcctccl ]1( was on c{rugs. Ewn atl4,a [at o“‘\ls peers
were alreacfy into li’mm. Thu can lx a col&. unlricmﬂy clty, amI we {esc a |ol o' tl1e

iy B

promising ones that way. We all do what we can, ol course, but 1t makes Ir‘!tlc
difference. Anywa:ﬁ I c!ccl:{zd to try, and | wn“(::i over. [ (tartrc[ innocuou;[y
enougl‘u. as I(ing,, “Laol(lrlg [or tomtt!'l(ng, Rolnrl? i 1"I¢ sta mmerzc! a nzrvoui“Nn.
m{is,“ anc[ rfun lJ'l: woru tproJch tn llg}ll dnd l F:earcj a volce.

Ilwas IIL: m:ll!(rlg]I I‘wd ever [(nnwn — stern yet |ovin5 I t]:mug!ﬂ [lwou!d
shatter my skull. “WHAT PRICE THE HELP IT NEEDS?" (¢ boomed. |
T.Iwug]"ll surc[y tl'lc wl‘lo[t i\:J'on must f'l.wc lxcn clt.!leneal lvy ik I}u wlw]: [ilrrary
blinded l)y LI'lt Ilgl'll shlmng from me. Robert Jldn'twtm to notice either o r.|1¢rn.
Nor nih:l any o[ ij ot!‘ltr :htldrm. Hc was m” ta”ung. .

Somct[ﬂng wassitting Inﬂc{e I':lrn. a!most wearing I'lim !I]« a 'iLiﬂ. using |1u moul[\

except li‘mt I"It wasn‘t.

and eyes and €ars. Somzthing in T.trﬂlslz, tcrrll:'[nz patn.

| should have been teilied. Hl'd E\a‘; any J\mclo“omighk, I wou“ have run hvrn ljw
lbrary rather than face this thing, But this thinginside Robert seemed almst pathetic. Lost.|
md:lu! auh:'nmlicauy. as I wwlcl wtl}l any \‘-LuIcL amcl puton my (A[rl'l.. reassuring voice

NWhat lsltyuu.rtlnoldnglnr?“]lnslmd, and]cleﬁIdutdwqmﬁuonwasst@tEunL
I a[wa:rs was cprxj nld‘laplrlgmm;s o cut tol]wlwan o.[ IJw matter. YOu HW&J tl'i-at to Iwzp
&:tl&mn uncIcr conlml. The wvn;ls seemed tohititlikea k-!mm. and Robert wavered

"Thm wasa mnn," |1c snki “A man w;'loiﬁulll a rni” near |1en'. Hz qave !‘n’s
nametoa parlc. anda statue, r:lﬂEI I mn't rtmcmlxr it f nut; Ioiind l]is statue. A’iiss. 4

There artn'lmny pdrl:s l:ulltl:ymln-vwnm i this partﬁ[tl'lt Midland:—
yes, |.rn Br{tls!'l s I Lnrw WI'ICI }lz must mean. HI | I tzH you, wln you [uw Roixrt n[oml:’“

h :Lareci atmein Jwrror. “Wllal Jo you mean?‘. lt:ou“ ;ecf lcn':w, l]’loug}l.
and alter a moment, Lonlusta' it just nodded.

So] !.ouiuiu name U{I['lt man, andwkere I}w statue ..oull“:w [cund. ancI you
know what? ltwent. Vanished. Lelt Robert .s[orlt, and u.rtaln[y aever returned
while [ was still at the school.

J’\l no point was I ilrtsSGCL berri[in:!. um{crgoing unusua[ p]‘uysir.a[ exertion or
anythlng O{I.I'It Ic{ncL anc! yet Iwas Lzzn[y aware oh]\z Il%lmmlngly emanating !mm
me. Driver300 must be wrong, lcan caugm;ally say that it was nota produe.l ol stress.
Ptri'laps !]1! ampunt to wl\tch su:j'l a gIow m.mi[zsts l‘tﬂub !J'ae 5lr¢ngtl1 oI our pote ntla!.
our :{es(rt to !ulp ollurs, our natur.a[ ta Lenl or some similar t]'mu_; Hl}ul i !]14: case, then
mayl)e Il's Just too Jim to be seen in some pcup[g w[m!‘l is w['ly on‘y some witness it

Now, a‘urwam{, nil.er wcry‘ll'ulng tlm! Iuppenec{ sunk in, | Ald havea severe
nervous reaction. I J’laJ to [ocI: rnyscH fn my olfice w!'u!el regalﬂe({ my composure.
L.aberstilL | cli scovered that therewas [ar, far more wrong thanonesad bei n_qa”e; ting
one OF. my itucltnts. tl‘lut I was now trappecl ina nlﬁ_t!‘ltmar: irorn w[ﬂch tl‘m’z was no
awalanlng. Only Ial.m afl.erl I'laci %ﬂnd ol]‘m‘s w}lo I'mcl Inczn l!1mug£1 somctl'lm_q
slmllar. c’lcl I ru[isc Eww pnm{m!'_r I I'md lxzn summcnccl. Ancl yeb, pdll'lltii itwas

Wiar Rrs vie Herats?

Tot risgelst@untemetorg
Fromt nucker 235
T]fmsaHaFﬂhﬁv&ﬁ’iﬁc!ﬁ&i’fe&;ﬁhﬁﬂiﬁwi?&f}m
there dwayswilhe, and thet therel he as many df ferentideas as there are fhose of
wsinthe servie | ravelalot al the fime, almy e, You getHo Tk alot about Hhings
u&mwemﬂmﬂtro&!n{fn%n:ﬂfnjﬂ with the stars fling your
windshield. | quess thats one thing | should be therkful fort Hearing the call ddnf change
vy solfary ifestyle much
M!ﬁb#ﬂab‘&ﬁe%%ﬂﬂﬁmﬁrgwemﬁg
to worry about ke some werd quy Siting at the fable nexct o me my mind arif
whatever mac’m.ﬁvd'aiﬂ'eycal the Heralds or whatever. ng.reﬂf&ﬂrgﬁk‘ow
whet theyre doing 2 right.Innot saying lunderstand the way ther minds workif they
even bave any, but they must hve some sort of scheme figrred aul he spoken o
peoplewhoheerd thecalwhieother folisright there ddrl. nsteadof help save pevple,
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CHAPY IR i: ORIGINAL SIN

Baruso mLigny

To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
From: driver300
Subject: Reborn in Fire and Light

I remember something I read once. They did this
psychological test where they showed people a short
film, maybe thirty seconds long, where two men fought
and one stabbed the other. Ninety percent of the
people who saw the film said they'd seen a knife. But
in the actual film, the man didn't have a knife. He
stabbed the other one with a banana.

What does this have to do with people “bursting
 into flames” or “glowing in light” when they're called?
IMaybe a lot.

I know from my own experience that seeing mon-
sters is seriously disturbing — take that little guy who
saw a machete instead of a half-rotred man. He was just
as afraid of being confronted with what really hap-
pened as he was of being “stabbed” by that guy.

Now, | know that when you stand up really quickly or
‘make a sudden burst of effort, you can get dizzy, kind of
lightheaded, and see stars. One time 1 fainted ina wrestling
match andI remember that everything got really light right
befow[panedmlthmkmwusbecmnelmtganng

nough oxygen to my brain. Well, maybe that's the plain,
mdﬁ- xplanation for all this “seeing light” and “bumn-
ﬁn:“blm that people talk about on the main
hst.Maybel’mwrmg-—hﬁreumrber those people who
saw the banana were pretty damn certain.

theseotherswoudshit their pants or nunaway andnotremember anything af fer Not
fosayﬂ"a{ﬂt'ﬁ)hMb&d'mrweltﬂerdmyﬂh&orﬂﬁ*ﬂfaﬁudbrm
coddnt heve helped, They st didrnt, Thats why | fink these Heralds meke detberate
chokessImean when youstandin he beer aide of the store, you choose whichpack fo
bury, right'? ¥'ou donit st gert them al bexause yous want beer.
If theyremekingchoies it stands toreason fhet fheyre working foward some sort
of planFromwhet he read on the kst people dom iwse‘r&wgedalm«‘?r\-wr'd I
ﬂwat*ru- *heseHeraldsmustap dlover the place,Boing folosof af Ferent placesisherd
work H fokes fme, Trustme, fertshow ! mekemylving If they didntheve some plan et
needed cerfan fypes of people, they woudnl go anywhere, Theyd p5t g0 foMardwtan
or Someplace and meet therr quota in one big bnad. 2 plan mears thet someone o other
wants Yo accomplish Something So Someane hets 1o be meking deciSorss See s no't et
d ferent from fnucking, Someone somewhere needs something. Someone can provide .
They both need you bﬁriﬂwafnrwfﬂnd@fﬁe%ﬁhﬂﬂv*r
wrﬁﬁuhhﬂeﬁaﬁdﬂdnﬁ&uﬁﬂrﬁgﬁ%ﬂmm&tﬁ
somewhere, for something If et comperisontolds | fiure the Heralds areherdworling
foks because youcant fool around when Someure needed an order fled yesterday,
Now, | donitknow what fhis plan s but its g0 o be 2 big one, There seem fo ke
alotofus andwe donfseeeyetoeye onawholeburchor ssues. Smel phsdontusualy
needlots of different tools. ! do fhirk that we al want 1o heb the world though and
Hhats mportant, H seems to me that wed al et dong a o heHer if we remenbered
et were really after the same thing foing H\ew«'c.lﬂq.re the best way I can
conriurles todowhatlcan toease Someof thesufferngout there, oshow helost
ﬂw{!ﬁkﬁniﬂruﬁway.adiumiﬂﬂmﬂﬁihefﬁ’sgmﬂWﬂ folshave




dif ferentideas.If theHeralds choose s, they obviouslyreedawholeload of dif ferent
viewpors for ther plars, But we alheve lobe part of the plan right? Cherwiseits
x5t chaos and why puta ot of ef fort info dheos? That can heppen al by ifself.

Now.Hmih-m\d'a*ﬂwb‘spbn'sfgxssalaynrﬁmb“ﬁbakafﬂeway
Things are and fry fo do whet we thirk isright, For me, thet means mending the fears
mﬂwﬂmﬁﬁiﬂsmﬂ.lf{ﬂeaﬁm&«yﬂﬂaﬂmﬂw #\ﬁnl-ne'pﬂw
be heter Fhen try to ki them all Somebow that pst seensmore effective.|
cantquite explanwhy pstyet btk witsoonn fhemeantime nstmyinstincls
andlet smarer quys fiqure ot st whats going on

Rising o THE Y AsK

Lozcor di)orent peoie are muking ot of Wolse abowt Wikat § doing this to
wi, Crucnderseys iz 5 Jesue Chrict or the Holy Spirit, Tatfimen saye it ¢ Alleh,
and Postersallcic the Living Power. Me, [ mnot going tosleim [ Enowanytiing.
Any time | meet & [ollow Wko sy ke undertands God, | #ck him to I my
dompizer. Nov one san do 7t [ guess they think the Creator of the Universe i
SOmERON Hs complisated thin & Compag wich Windows 4 8.

Whatever sarthly name youRunt tokce, the fasts remainprestysiear. The
FHerells are recl, they 7e ponerilil, and they 7¢ looking [0 peoplt Nko san taske
P Risked-ro-Resk plenct and puz 7t bask togerher. When they ind one,
Ehely e enerons With The resourses [or the ASSipnment.

[ ik, Witer ipou B35 il down, 72 fs good. S, there dve come iy moments,
Bl 12 o0t 20 bo i ad he Norid san b b bradit U plse. | pues ook has
1oy granted befbre, But now, Wheneir/(BoC as b cunse or i [lower or a prectly oman. ¢
Fite, [ 10 POT2st 7t 1O KRAL [ 100 15 O THerv. [sve LARE bestay and [Just Enow
LRt Ragpen aceidensally. [ 1 puc thery O pubose Dy OmEcHing, and anithing
hat Wowil do that has o be rood. Sother cunat | where or. [ here to ceve the good,
PUPRIT T DO NG Bt OUE TR COMMErs el SOMETAMY Kl ¥ been kil

[ don ¢ aare 0ho Aired me: [ ike his Job, Tt ¢ made me & betrer pervon,

Tz Cnctme v Hisvory

It hoo[( mea W|'|i!c a|ltr Ll'le summeons Lo rtdlise t}lal I WAas Now More sane tlmn

’ ever |1ad I’)ur: !xlcre. I [‘mcl o lx to unc[ersl.nnd w[mt wias going on. Mnrt t]‘mn
an yl]'ningeLse. I wnnteri to ]mow w]’l:t]ur rJ'lIswas new, WI‘IE&lBI’(}‘tS lost I'mc! sudd:n [';
app«ar:c!. or w|m|1=r llley hacl a|wa~;s kezn lI'Iel‘r.‘., in l]’l¢ wings e! |'m tory — anc!
whet[‘\:rwe I';.n;{ al lway; l)een k|1¢r¢, krymg to Lr{ns Ilum L'aclr. into !]1¢ {old. We I‘law
an zxcenenl 1|Lmryoﬂ!lslﬂrn:a!re[enzncc mﬂterla[ at mysci'loo[, l)equeal!‘lﬂl l"y one ol

i rsC’ch Boys. ] spent some time loc'Lins t hwusi‘n lI'l¢ books. I Suppose, il rrn I'loneit wi ll'-

myw“‘ 1 meclec[ t]'ml time to come to terms wlt]'! w]'lal was J’Iapprmng to me.,

I i‘mw gw.mm“)r |ouncl [o“c wlsclomw I'mlcl a Iot more truth t]'lal‘l we norrna[l'; qive
ite ncdlt {or. Ma ny elourmcht e"ec tivz(Irugswme Irom 'LraJluonaT rcmcclies. Iorexa mp1z
— aspirin Imm lhe tmdltlonal treatment o{ihewing wi{[{yw Lar]c Dl‘qitahs asa I‘mirt
tonic T[lfsamc I‘mHstruc ]ora [oto[othz rd’nings. [rum wea tl'ltrto Psys I'to!ogy. I thzn{on
turnzc! to {olk!or\: in ]10pe-= o{ getting some ln{ormatlon on t!'le nl‘ﬂlchecl. We a“ Lnow tlw
mytl'ts an& [eﬁmc!s wrrvunrlmg t!wm- Tl'le vampire stories [mm Eashm Euw;w. TI'I:
mnn—wvlvzs ol I.I'le Russ{a_\n |nm!1 Spirﬂs EnGermany. T[m Sa[t mwikc [‘lts. Tl'lf C-e[tk.
[a: r [o“c ln a][ oi- I.l'nat myt[‘l an c’ Lzswr)q Low:vzn t|12rz arenever any suggestons !I\ntllu
nur.ly are anyljﬂnf{ Dljur I}mn cx:,as{onal interjections into our woru — accidr nta[ or
temporary visitors. Usuauy. ll'lere {5 a transgression on |.i'l¢ parlolsomeone inour wurch
a l‘ldp{zss unfortunate whosins against an unwritten law and bri ngs a curse downon his
hea J maki ng him a monster Such poor souls commit l¢!‘1‘ll‘|[¢ dﬂtcls, but are olten full of
lmt}ling 101' w[\al lj'ln!)f I'mve Clom!. a ncJ w{un tj‘bcy are ['Ina[ly rcIeasex{. tl‘le:}r are gratzlul

|.or |n¢\‘iom from pain .nrnJ .'.iungu dm!r ways.

W]‘ml la{ry m[ﬁ LIC‘I'I.T t¢”, Di course, is l[ml many o[ ti‘tc a[[huleJ ]'lou
peslllonsn! great power al:J ln!!uen:z in tiw wor[cl. Thal'$ not surprising PtopI:

who i‘lid! in l[u lmclcgrounc{ and wle[c{ tn“uenw usuauy J.u a soctl ch n.'\[ ma]-:lng

Py

sure d‘m_( remain I‘ilclclzn — anoli‘:zr goocl reason !or concentrating on {OIL!orc
ratI'u:r t|'|an [‘.istory. Wha! s interesting, lhoug]‘l, 3 l!\z content c| l}le uizs
themselves. Several peop[c on the main list have discussed creatures that t[\ey
claimed were ancient, or at least older than a normal human lile span, with
po[lti:al or !Du;lnc% power in acuilion to any spirilua1 al:l[il[cs. me w[ml I.“
nad, mu:I’l of the chia seems to be uncler the control of such creatures. So wl'l'_r do
tI'lz {air}-‘ Ia!ﬂ-aﬂ& mytkstl\ntwc'rtuposecl to, w]’uch mustl‘naw l)!tn !:esan:ltoned
lvy the creatures, dwell on the lost humanity of villains? | believe 1t must be a
consciou;clwlce on tl‘ie!rpa rt to portray l]‘lemwlves in ti'liSway, per!'laps to reassure

us tlmt monsters artnlt rza”}r monsters, so t[‘lat wz.ﬂ l:z Tu[ [ed l‘aclt o ;Itepf.‘

Past trmo{uurmn activities are muc]w |1ar<ler ln{ind. a;laras [canm. Thzreare

plenly oﬂu_m Ijiruughoul Iegmd., olc,wm.. l\ut to metjwyaw |]1(n1‘f (Iisgulsacl meta p]'wn.
‘or !Iu wirtues o[ war ann{ oh&lcnce, not compassion an:{ !:rttdom. They lzn:l to ‘:w leﬂd
L'y (Orat ltast[or) IJR I'I.II.lI'ED{ Iju l:ray‘ anc! Jlstrllbukd rntjm'r}um pam:idmvn |0U( 1im
AI[O{WF\R"I rnalwthmunrclialﬁleasmﬁﬂo{in!arrnalion. Raljwr lookatthemasmeans
mcontrol. MighlyMur.tL:Clon Ki ngoiCanlzIatMl.[’! ]'m hugzﬂvoni. lcapo-ﬁiue
Jmﬁhuhm Loﬂ}u r(3:]1tc[clivine ruf.e_ Ar{]‘lur{s [tnlucl lol}t: L:nc]. As]ﬁ; !dnf;l'npsu[lcrs‘
as |1: [om d‘tt respect ai I'ds. Lntg}!tsaml pmp[r_‘ tlu Iancf Eumm l:umzn, pmp[z q‘clczn zmc{
cmp;iat[ The messaqe is, “ley the ltinsor YOur crops willdie " Maostotherstoriesof heroes
arethe same, baac}tingus the benefi lso{ol\uliemz, :i’lastity. and m}:in_qinto battle without
question. Inshort, a{t}'bugl‘l [looked quite peﬁiiteﬂt[y, [ couldntfind us mentioned atall as
fcons u”«:a[lng. the way we s}wuu be pcvrr.rayal

Now. our very al)sence in !Eﬁtnd macle me tLinlﬂ. in am:[o{itw.l I ! wonclerzd
I[ any przclzctsscls were I'm{c[(n Irorn I'listory. But chplng a secret, :specla“y a
puulc one, {s quite I'sar\}. .nnmz wourcl |1aw.' l)e:rl rumours, al [zdst ] cc'nilc]zrzcl a
number of theories, but the only one that .:ppeals to me i that the numbers of
alflicted have grown rm'[:-f u:em'[y, and we have been cmpowerzd to hzlp contend
wil]'| Ll\e m now k|1 at tl‘lzlr numlnr 114( lﬂeuom! critica [ T|‘|us‘ we were never created
Lc{ort i:ecau:rwewere never necdccl ]:helort. Ounc}lool pcl[lcy {or Lul[ylngopc rates
on a iim[lar pri nclpIt. Bu ”)rln_q is la[cral)lc, oven rxpcctic[ o{ :htHren Lo some
[Iegrc:. [“‘Iowevcr. W]‘ltl‘l it rmcl‘les A certain intensity, we ta]cz action. Wt try to

coax !)u”ln !}acL into llu stucl:nt l)ocly by maLins t['lem uncIerstaru:l t[‘le pain thcy

cause, l)y warnlng tl‘lzm to Jeslsl:_ I{ a“ ¢lse [a1 Is‘ we zxpcl I}wm.

T!‘ml seemstome a gmd metap Fw r {DI’ w]‘ml wtrre su ppostcl to do. Il‘s our lolb

to rrmtncl tl\esu{{n‘ing o{ tI‘lc pain t]'ley:ause‘ nncl towarn tJ'lern ol tEte CONsequUences
ofwnnnuing ag l]'lt‘f I'lé\"z tl'lui Iﬂl‘- WFQ Ll'lOfwi? WC migl'll[mw more IIIL‘I( Wlli'l
l]‘u aml:tcd l]'lan I'w haé wﬂ]'l 'nu”ies.

Wiy Us?

[ Do e reading 4 0007 haHERIOUNES OHAUATEr-HET, A IEhink ot or beapie
aremdsingthetome. “Whyme? "eerybotyats. lionder, “Whoekeipomgtodot T

The Ohe cOmmOn [eatire SAT auery Nake-up soory kas i this: Someone or
SOMETAING RIS RYONT NG B T00K TN VO mabie 70 1. 16 § amost ke Ne Kere cet ip
Oraomeshing. (i T.et the callwntil s milles sy Fomhers IRormally go — kniil
Jias e rel I Ouz o Water. (RS & UOUETTTR STERATIONAHATE WO At e ey sy
[or me o iy, "1 dow & Enow the Wiole story. They aren T qoig 0 apresiate e
buvingin, " Bue [didn ¢ tvrn iy bucks, [did what had tobe done and [coved someone,
awen If he i ¥ ugpreslinte or ten really underctand ket | i done.

Why did e get shanged T Because e pasced the test. Beoause when the
SRIPE Were dOWn ahd It Wias the mOmeR? 0 Trith, We GO0 sTeps 10 make things
right. We believed things could be Inproved and e improved them. That sokat
7t somes Aown to. Everything else 1 Jlust desails.

ThetLosy

Teacher 173, you seem ke a rice lady, burt I surprised that you cant see whe
youre Sayings I ouve Taken The fime o look Hhrough al those bools burt | dont hink
youvereadyour own emads, Thelost dlow themselves tobe showninbools asurhepoy




bad quys who want 1o be soved because fhey are urheppy bad quys who want tobe
soved. | figure that the tales are probably right, There was some mistake, some rasty
accideni} or b mistake et let the cormuptionn, thet posoned people so thet they
lost ther way and had to learn how o deal with the fhings theyd become, ver seenit
bappen in wer, A a solder, you fight and kil and lose more and more of yourself,
becoming less and less 2 person. Eventuall, you tum info some kind of machine. A push
beyond ever that and ifs real easy o see how you could stop being human attogeher.
Thatswhy | cat fhemost because theyve wandered from humanity andcant find the
way bhack, They need s 1o quide them,

Trytoseeit from ther pontof views Ganyouimagre whatitslie foknow yod
never be par of Sociely agein’? M fhose things thet makelife indy worfinwhie seeing
your parents agan Siting with your buddesinaber, even st danding Halcomes down
Yo being with other people, People who are the seme as you People you belong with
whether youknow them or not, Strirks are ahways saying thet community s vital for
a persons stabdily, At least, thats whet they told me affer | came bome,

Thelost dortheve thet, fan youimagine being done n the world knowing fhe el
of Them woud run screaming from youif They knew what you were? Or worse, fhet
Theyd dry ok youif theyknew?lcanthirkof amythingmore ferrifying andfcanteven
beqgn o imagine how you would How of f fhat steam,

Adal fatsonfopofl whatese theyvelet oo, foahvebesrd thatmorsterscant
eat Food real food W&Nuwe&w.mmeﬂrdﬁmme&rf&ﬂﬁ*
might not seem ke much, We fake pleasurestie that for granted. Bud pstlnowingal
thetshef ¥ youcannever have s out there, always feelng cold sbways Feelng hungry
Hmustheroughfremember one fme. before the fightingbroke autinsouthAsa Hook
& rip there withmy parents. M was abeck of along way from Karsas, andf wesr very
old, burt they wanted fo nriroduce me 1o my mons parents. 1 was beautifid and
mysteriousandal et but youlnow whet?lcoudnl getanyof The foodlloved Affer
atmdays. thatsall could thirk of . ldhave done alwost anything for aburgeri lmagine

bow that must feel knowing youheve folive al your ffe maybelonger andrever able
toeat the food you love agar.

Sure,our vesare dif ferent now foo but atleast we cansHiding fo he es we
ahways ved, Ever when we leave: Famiies behind we can fake comfortinknowing thet
theyre safe, We also have a serse of community, a driving purpose, akinship with the
D#’E"ﬁ'ﬂ*‘\:"ﬂ\flﬁﬁ"rﬂ!ﬂdhﬂf we on ‘H\‘&*ﬁhﬂt}h‘lﬁ}!ﬂor or that,
Ourbordisntevenanew the 'chageednﬁﬂw:erym.:be\ay‘ﬂngwma&\M
ﬁdn@&*m!.b;ﬂwassﬂpad& the feam. Thetsbelonging Whe't we have, They
mhknﬁg&r“ﬁm}ﬁbﬂwww wm.ﬂdhm{uac:epﬂ'm fomake
themunderstand et they coldbe awekome partof thecommusity, fhetther needs
donthave 1o be So df ferent or barmful fo ours, we might start o bedl therr pan.

Can you magne whet the world could be fle i the demons and fhe afflcled
achually worked with 15 With their Sdfs and powers we could efminae crime and

create Lord lnows what new wonders, Doesnt fhat Sound beter then a
| v&hﬁ?ﬂw%hmﬂvﬁdeﬁﬂ@m{k&?%mhrﬂdmﬁoﬁwian'dreiﬁmss&,
Meybe it can heppen, | dorit know but keow it wontif we dont ry

Tharts why Some of 1 have been given somuch love: Hhasioke]xﬁofapbn
1oir19¥rbsﬂaackWeca~1eadwﬂm‘lo Find ther umanity again o show them
whert we can do when we work fogether, H seens fo me that aur obis o bring them
the peace they need and gt them back on Their fee,

Wiy Yhew?

70z hunzer. /s
From: driverd OO
Subjsst: Ke: Kehaibilivation

Eotzer, with a1l respest, [ Rorry #0604t yoi. You RAnt 2o help ous #iy Ky
you san. That § great! Bt Ohen you ctart talking abous rekabilitating thece
HIngs. ... [don t chink [ san et bokind yok. [ meat, sie, Ve 7¢ here 20 mike
Things betTer. But [ oule(phe Nrong Thing, 40k sando more wari than gook.,

rer-nel. ol

CHAPYER i: ORIGINAL SIN

Yo hawk 50 Keap 4 CeHy O JPrOPONTIOn, And (o Kavk 10 STl the prodieh.
htan, herewoulbthe strugpie apainst AL DS be it dostorinid, “OFk, ehispoor et |
Ve 5T mASundentood. Maybe 2 neede & shanse to AT (T3l 20 725 heW Hiemant o
hostl " mean, thas Geo fellon ffom Soush Amerise taked about ome dreatire that il |
e thoughi N Aanaredsol years ol right T something been £iling fbr shat iong,
[ don ¥ EHiTE you e going 20 Tum 12 arouid, 1o matter kow poiltely you sk B !

[ don & Enow What 12 Is We 7e yhting. Maybe Cruseder is right snd this !
Lol the Decil sork. Heak, maybe thar Soldier [0 s 76 right and thece are I
sOme A 0F Wrped relestions of Our oli IS, made ol end some bask to bite
ug o the butt, Eithernay, [don tsee mish pOINE I01YING 20 COME L0 Lerme With
CheM. From VAR | e Seeh, They #ren T al) TRt Incerested in talking o us.

1w a5 mersiflel as the nels guy, bt only to comeshing | san reasonadly
consest With. [don ¢ akre [ you e Melizen, biask, Jenish — whatoier, W re Il
Brothers whder the ok, Biet comeshing that cieoks blood to feep moviiey 50 i A
ean swck more blood T That s Wkere | draw the Iine. it

Lot me tell ois #boE Somerhing Tt Raipened ro me. [ riea think g (ke one or’ i 1]
Lo, e i Predeter. | e, Wt elie 4o you ] Someehing that ks and &k ? |
Predators don, b ke shadenges. They shooseiiasime that sen. bstrgpt. Thet (it a '
fieer of watire, Arber al, Wiy expend more eneqy soaiing and K5ling Somezing than ||
youget romeating 2t 2 Solucked myvel if ieca moncter, Wher oull | ind ieak pecple |
Lo tal et SAL e [thovghe of ok homes, but thatditn Emakesensy, The peopt i
Ehere At WETANTE — [amdly and carigloers inoi they e thens. Thers i be 200 micsh o' i JF
4 pager tradl for people to die s a fast puse. Then [ hOuIAE Of hospirais. A lot of beopt, ‘ .

~ T

==

OMINGaHA going. Somedés, Ome makelr. Papeniont might get st That made more
sence. 8o, One might [oens to # hospita i the sity. NoE the wioe one out ihere /i, |
Ppured i redatior s g 10 0 br ke people ko 1e reailly dowv anid 0i, so/Went totike
ovse Wikere Ly 60 4 e, Junsho Listime wnd sruek bz,
Hhisnagaround thetaiting room, nearthe E K, fpringiniod omechivg mipit hageen
sher. [t TV cowiius ent hidioation, & i be srazy arovnd thery— the pertest blece to
1k 7 1004 KAHTEL FO Press O, PPODE, ARALSD LORTEH OWE [y reatiures. |
[didn ¥ cee anithing o anyone 0rong by looking hand. Maybe the aiting I '
OO RS TO0 high profiie. So/took # shanse snd ent througisome “traftonly "
doors o & Relloay thet ceemed 0o fead 20 the ER. From the cound of' 'z, il
COMEONE had T brch Broughs i and Wi [ bed shape. There Wes al kinds of i |
yelling wnd conUsion, WAIoh gave ek hance to sheek adoor right nearthe EX, !
WiThowt being ceen. b tirned okt 2o be # eloses that Wask T looked, o [ duoked ;
nsiide. By eraeking the slosec door, [ had & partial view of the ER through 4 I
WINAOK. [ EHINE [ 0as seeing The end aoross [FOm Lhe Maik emerfency ERErmnee. i‘ {
I
|

e didn & take long 10 realize Lhat [0ain T the Only olte Taking advantage i

0f the levest emergensy. | souid cee Into & sTall that Wee partly surtained off. il
mostly from the otherside of the ER, Thereuca girithere, ket legs ina karness | '
e she was i labor. One of the nicrves With her Ras [Mhe — completely kimak. " |
|

From: outback295
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
Subject: Off Your Rocker
Look, sport, I'm sure glad you like your tucker so
much; a healthy appetite is a sign of a healthy mind,
as my daddy used to say. But if you think that a burger
and a big hug are going to bring some of the evil
bastards I've seen back into the light, you've been
watching too much television. Sure, some of them
might be good people at heart, but a lot of them
cheerfully throw away their souls with the bath water.
We can’t even make our own criminals realise they're
“human. What hope do we have with demons?




The otherias ust ivony. Herolmiacaimoct blie. What iiv, the imoygenared

Hlood that runc blue i your veins Z /ndon s Enon, bus &l [ e gieess is DAAT TR
Woman iac [l of the stifl: Seeing her made me really gl or he Alimars warve
being there. WO Enows WAAT the thing Would e done 1o that gin, otheriive

That cihen 2.0t vore. A dostorarived aciy todever the fudy, bus hewias
HO L0207 — KO Alihah OKe, AysY. | SO LIS Az g1 pass over I [t anil &2
HEOOrens sy, bit fie mever aotuslly smited. [don & £h00 OB 10 eXDIEIAIE. [ ke
W | kit come Weird, &ind of dowdle vicion, buz | 0as ceeing tho dirTerent taings.

| guess the beby Was readsy 20 be born right then and there. / souitn ¢ see
eastly 0hat happened below the Windon (14in & really wens 2o,). [did cee ey b
daigherborn years Ao, LROUH. INes There, I ERe Operling room, o/ oul mare
SOME FUeEEe RDOUT IOKAT KRS RAEDEAING Rere. [KHER ek Tke abiy 0as 04T, bechitst
Dt Riwdihs Klirve COOF 12 1AL STepped aiay, 20 ofean It g, | gucss. While she was
JONE, 72 happened. The Other hisrve — the WIong one — 100k something [rom the
707! doww there. [t een t thine. There i only one baby. Whasever 76 ias, che
Wrapped it some £ind of disposal by realll fast and Just pucsed It 2o the dostor 45
e matterof fastiy aited winy from the partision— Hight inf1one of the gir.. Ske
didn 2 ceem to notise 4 thing. Maybe she Wis In 4 daze [om Jiving birth.

[didn s now what to do. /started 1o step out of the sloset toward the EX
When the ‘dostor "same through the ER doos wear me, at the end of the hal. |
moved deeperingothe sioset ind he Waied by, bag inkichand, (Jict cayed there,
hiding, seared, Suddenly | had the urge to Net myself, ike When [ ias & £
Plaling hide and ceeks, o Ner/ous that [ Dits g0ng 00 [05¢ SOKE10). | At 50 24l
myeelf down, gev sontrol. By the time | Wi, the dostor was gone.

ek | had 20 40 Somerhing. [ checkod Again aRd Lhe Kichah Ailve Das
LaokWIEh the gir, [i€e nothing had kappened, The gir! looked cokeppy, beaming
45 her ewborn baby. | remember that foeling.

The other hierve, the demon, Wac kowkers I &ghe.

[spens the helt Kowr SIELInG In iy 347, Il Wind 7acing, wi Aands DALz
[Pom gripping the Wheel, cven Ehough the engine Dash ¢ eoen running. | don t
Know how long [ stayed there. An howrd Sitting In the parking lot of an innes-
alty Kospital 42 Kight. | 0as ey out of i dlément — e Ehat AT kight — 4
WhIte gy Where [ 4idn & beiong.

Acit turne out, | didn 2 v t0 haike aniy declclons. [ Was panked benind the
hospital, mot fir (Pom the dimprers. A biek door opened and out same that doetor.
A overhead ceourivy IGghe wade It casy 20 recognize Kim, [ had to remind myse( 2o
1ok 42 Aim the right Way. [didh b even reaize [ had ctonped. 12 s ki, Singht.

T the sasuel observer, he didn ¢ 4o Bnything ienicudl. F1e Ve straiyht
vothe dumpster, (i bed the i and threw comeshing in. Hedid it with someefTore,
vhough — ke threw in & WAILE pIastis bag #ll the Way 1o the busk. Like just
Aroping it In Wash & g004 eROUgH. Ac AT 85 ke same OUT, Rt WERE bask K.

Some peopie same out of the hospital shortly aftes, obvioucly griziing over a
DALIEAE OF COMEORE WO L dizd. /1412 [or them, EHORINY WARL Sreatuses Were Ineie,
Aoing ko knows wkat, bus wll | could ehink was, "Tise " aling teave. " Wiken they
[aelly did and | es alone, [ Nens over tive dimpiter snd iooked in. /souit see pars
O 8 0AZ5e bty birely STieking ip. [ reached & She Wiy i wnd gredibed 7. [ koped wo
Otie sak. [f thoy dat, /| dn s know /5. [ don & even £now What [ 0owid have seid If'
wnyone szonped me. Rather shanstand around, [alked gulekly sround thesormer,
ot 0 the seeirity lght, bt sloce enokgh Lo Is giow Where [ conld see.

[ ctarted vomiting anconsroliebly when [ 0pened the bag. | ek the smel!
efore | even 5w WARE s dnside. [ qou Ve ever beek There When & baby i bork,
You noW there ¢ Ehs smell, When my dbisghter s Born, # RAISe Peascured me
CHAT IE DS HALATAI, TARE J1 NRC Wy DD CPIASEHER, ERAT ROSKINg WiEs RIOHG WILH
heror mi Wire. Now, ctanding In the dank RIth & trash beg i i hands, Aiding
(e LRTES, hAE smell KT We Aain. [ Ras The afLerbirth [rom Chat gir! i the
ER Only this time, / 0wl cell that someshing had been done £0 t. [t was
shewed! That “dostor” had eaten it — and soit up It bask iwp invo the bag!




What £nd of thing sould do thatZ What Lind of anime/ What Eind of
monster? ft Ruc that womens Ohen | realized wko | ies. Wiy miy (i7e had been
ahanged. There Rere LA OliL Chere parading & people, but onll co they souid
Brey ok ui. Someone had 1o stand ip for 4, [or the regiler people Who didn ¢
KHOW Lhe LrUth. 1701 #/) the he plese moThers and sheir shiidren. For wy own Wife
wid deaiighter, Dhether they Enel 76 0r nov. | hud been shaken #hake 1o save the
EODIE WRO e MONSTErs beat andl cleighocred. ThAL & ok e 7e 4l here,

Running Story on Faiva

!l's lunny. Worl:ing with (I‘ul[c!rm. Ilt[plns to iI’lape young minds used to
seem su='1'| an exciting prospect. No one forgels a gocx:l te.scl'uzr. !Lty tolcl us. Tl’lii
would be my chance to make a real difference in the worIc!, to reach out and form
a generation

!nsttacl. ] got [rustratloa anc! Jlmppﬁlntmznl_ I watcl'lecl my cl'mrgc! grow
from live [‘f. receptive 1 1ﬁ(tar"uldi into iunzt!. uninteres tzc{. secrelive 13- and
' 4—year-olnls. | watched their mindsfold inward and closed. | watched themstart
uhoI(ing. t‘lﬂnLtng anc{ screwing — getting pregnant am{ I'Iucluc! on Jrugr;. f
wauked 1512 worH catci- L'mm up ancl cat thcm, am! ] couH n‘k stop it

w;un Ii\ey o“ereci me the headmistress’ position, Il.oolt it Imm!dlau[y. as
much toget away from my repea \ed fatlu resas for the few extra pounc[s inthe 'oan!c
S[“y ol me, ru”y. [ n{ifin.l ualtu tjial I& {a.cc Just as many pro!)lcms and pcop[t.
art(f tI‘lat the oncsi got wouH lx tjuoncs my Stdﬁ cou[dn 't dedlwltl'l. Wl'tcn you‘rt
con!runtzsi wi II‘l a prvla[ern !}lnt l’l-&s no solu tion, you I'tavc bwo cI'lOicu —tryto I'lelp
or dcm‘: try at a“. ” you try, at qusl you :;JIJ wmtkjﬂr\g. no matter t|1¢ outoome. Se.
} l(ept worLinS at it, szt [aillrlg, I(.cpl seeing :;ﬂ[c!ren c[rawn into crime, clruss,
prostitution, even suiclc{z.

When! felt the summons, | lhouglﬂ mayl:w | was 'belng qivena real chance
to ]'ulp. to mal(z a cll“ercn:e l!'lis time. l I'la\rcnlt I'm(; mun‘.l‘l lucl(salar‘ ancl you !t.naw
w!]al? It E|‘.81i Just IlLE 'belng a !’leaiimistm. Tl’\rﬂ Joesn.t seem to lx any answer,
anA l ltch faki ngto make a dilference. | Jonlt even I:now l{ I I'ulp«l Robert or the
ll\ing irm'-iz ;nrn. To !]\t Bﬂto{ Ty Lnawluige' it kmn.I come \MJ& t:utl now krn:vw
I]’:at clc!ﬁl'l.i nz‘:esmrlly mean mu:}l-

A lew weeks alter | was awalﬂn:c!, [ found asmall group of others who were
worLIng in IJ-ne city. They were all lnc[lnecl to action — |45I1Ing out rather than
talki ng. Buﬂ liwf .:{!c{n ‘lsetm complet:[y unreasonable. Alter many long dise ussions,
ljwy agreenl to L¢|1 me wI'ucl‘l amicm{ tjw_r wercwatchlng. ” I cuuu pﬂsuacle tl‘mm to
|z.wc I}\at “l.a.rget“ a[onc in famur ol one more &angcrous, Ll'lr.y wuu[J ({0 S0,

Therewas a nestol creatures based inone of tl'le:lty's :lul) L{l&tl‘it[i. (ley're
il there now. )TI‘IE others decided to plcf(onc offasa warning to the rest. Whm
one o] t}he ]:veings ste ppecl out o{ a clu!). t]'nzy Je:iclccl toact. 5!‘:3 ucmcrj o Le a pretty
leenage g[r!. S}lt was just m{nt‘llng E\cr own l:msi ness.

A}ttr some arqument, l}'lt OlIl?l'i ngruc} to Itt me lﬂllﬁ to I'ltr [irst. I got outoi
the car ancl went muncl tiu Inng way. T;]t g!rl IDGL((! up wari [)f as I approac I'ICCL
rclaxmg. I l!‘lin!(. when sl’lz Jt:l&ed Llr!.nE was just ﬂl‘lDl}lﬂ' person. Wl'lcn ] was
»:]c-sc. I uscd !.{1! Quzstmn on I'ler.

Hfb\rt you alﬂ.g{'ﬂ_‘ &tar?"

HI. . ! quiess so.“ 511: rtp[lcc{. sl'lalun.

"Have you lost iomtthing?‘.

HY¢5, " she uch. [oolc{ng wlstlu[.

! Wash r! going to [ct g0 of su(_L a receptive su‘:j(:t, o [ Az\‘.hiecl te rlil( going
!url}ltr. hWLat CI{J you want lo I:e, w['len you were itl” going to grow up?" TI1¢
question shocked }wr. but she trlzd to [augh itofl

“y:au.re eltl'm' a teacher Or a copper, l‘is]'ll?“

f l(eplwlth it, using a version o{ my c!rugs speecl'l. “}"{ow [ong since you saw
d‘le sum, Jear? Mond‘ts? y.zars?”SI'ltJ'ustsl.arzclat me, speech[e\ss. “lere isaﬂotlwr

&

-

way, you lmow. YOH.HSQC[OSG t.ml)ringag,am, L\utyoucion.l Lave to Lw YDu dcn‘t
neer} to I'Iurl people. not real[y, l can E'LEIP you w{tl‘l l|1¢ pain. i

Sl'te startzd irlskt[f. r.on[usian andiu‘-’ph‘.ion ([’lastnga hinto[ [‘lOP¢ across l\er
[a:e == samztjﬂ ng you se¢ quite a l)ﬂ in Idds on clmgs, w|1¢n l.l'tzy Flavz a way out
l:-ul clon'l |u“y rtallie it yeb

“Huw Jo you Ir.now S0 mucl't?“

Sl'le was cautious, butalot more open than wmekids|'ve dealtwith. Isteppecl

forward totake her hand, to reassure her. As | did, Thomas [rom the group Sttppﬂ:l
up {rom an a“er. WI'ltl‘e |1¢ .J crept up on us, ancl ital:l)c:{ !'ler in ll'ur Lacl( o{ tI'lf necL.
Sln spun rou n&. su rpriut!. woun J:J and Iu rious at l}u l:-el.myal. Bul T]‘loma; was
waiting lor lhaL anJ thesecond blow put her Jown. He dmsge& }m‘ l)o-‘ly into the
auey Immedialgly. Wken I\c hl'liii'lté' he was mh ennugh to pat me on the back
and co ngra'.ulatz meon do(ng a 300& Jo b, I was Lorﬂ !ud. T F\zy'd Eeen using me a3

cl(stmct(on. never witi\ any interest in any I.I’ung ot]wr 'I.Lan Li{llng.

Needless to say, | haven't spoken to any of them since.

MRy RINNG & Senst of CHARITY

Driver 3OO saidrecerlyIf somethingsheenking fetong Idorit rkyoure qong
forehebdtateit, Another fmeremember himconfessing somedhing ke, | dorit know whet
ﬂEuﬁe?&@ﬁo#w&ﬂmﬂﬂ*ﬁsmﬁ‘#\hm*n?dffnslﬁiﬁaﬁ
pan how can youtheve anyfhing Yo say aqarst fuming the lost around? H seers e you
sstassume e worst Assumpfons the mother of a fakures, Dd youever ry? No
meﬁmﬁdffeb&sﬂ’ﬁiwﬂdﬁﬂ ﬂrhqj{al'rﬂlyu.l&n'lk'ﬂxﬂrred
reesors behind what it dd Mleastitddnt hurt fhe grlor thebaby How muchbeHer are
peoplewho eatpowderedrhinohom forvirify.or richpeople whoest fishengs? Are they
morsters? How do you know if you dont fak o them™?

No one fkes 1o feel threatened. As far as | can fell the lost are, dmost by

frition lodedinto paternsof violence andabuse fhetherm themalmostasmuchas
others. They need food to sunvive and theyre powerf enough fo st fake i,
Unforhunately, people are of ten ther Sources. Youre not going 1o get anywhere,
hi-ﬁinseﬂmbdwﬂﬂwaﬁkyw&nﬁgﬂmfwm%aﬁroﬁn
them gently, wifbout predense, Oherwise, theyre 15t going fo get fher hacdes .
Wouldn? youiif Ssomeone dellenged your way of ife?

Thirkof it aStmaking friends withamesndog, Thecritter wi fakeyour fivostout
if you approachit aqgressely. Hs 151 doing whetits franed Yo do putinfruders of ¥
orkeep ﬂ'unaaﬁykyfme.“w;hcﬁaiasyd&glv&aaﬁhrkrga*&mm
tie it wanrts fold them butits Tl s waqging initsmindits being a good dog, doing what
its supposed fo, Thets because of the way fs franed Thelost are the seme, Theyre
condfionedby ther-existence forespond tousinanger, They dontexpectanydif ferent,
Ymsajr {o treat them df ferent, !F}tumlﬂfﬂ[“ﬂ?:ykby 1"1‘9""13 Hrernwith
F&mssadrqrr*.ﬂwyn@fmrwﬂaﬂdohmiom

Now, if thelastare ke querddogs franed fobemean fo profect something who
#ﬁﬁﬂmaﬁvﬂﬁ*aeﬂqp’a"ecﬁa?&imeaﬁ aremﬁim‘ﬁy
pushing badk berrierss. lve read fhet demons conrol our progress and let us leam only
whet they want & o, But whetif fhetsnot rue and something Safrad of whetwe
might dscover, Maybe thelostare the way theyare dokeepus from growing fooruch,
tokeenus downHeoudbe fhatwere getting dose fosomethingrealbig something thet
were ot suppased 1o get dose fo, hat freaters someone or something out There,
Thebest way fo wesken s asaspedes. not s the dasen, fhet couddalso be
frue is-fo breakusand dvide s Maybe thets whet the real worldisal sbout To getis
under control, o foree winto bHle groups with our heads down.

Menheif were geHingdose toSomething its imporfant o s Peace, meybe, The
seretof ife. Whatever, Hel wemight be aresutt of mankindsef fort foachieve thet
qoal ! dont know, After al our firstreaction s o deal with the af flcted in whetever
wﬁ*@%mdﬂwmwﬁm*hwﬁwwdnﬂw.
H st sobeppers ot our wayaonkdbe fo fame the quarddog togetitonour sdeso
we can proceed without infer ference, and be all the stronger for i,

o Wy,

\
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From: alicel96
To: teacher193
Subject: Motives and Perspective

| was interested by the story you posted to the Triage
list about being betrayed. 1 sympathize with your frustra-
tion, butl can'thelpwondering whetheryou'reapproaching
all of this the right way. You say, quite d&urly and calmly,
that after watching a raging maniac murder agn'lwho
turned to you for help, you never talked to him again.

You're too cold for words.

If the bastard had done that to me, 'd have stopped
him myself and let the poor girl rip him to shreds. You
talk about wanting to help, about wanting to make a
d:ﬂ’e.rence, but youdon’t seem tostop towonder _why_

' you're helping. This isn't about some sort of scorecard.
t's about real, intelligent, self-aware beings, both hu-

and not. It's about minimizing the pain that’s
inflicted out there. Our Karma is collective. The bad
deeds we do as a whole translate into pain for all of us.

We've been chosen to help ease pain and to help
prevent evil actions. If you kept that in mind, maybe you

| wouldn't think of the others as just another disciplinary

| case from your school. Whoops, another life slipped
through your fingers to shatter on the ground. Oh well,
on to the next one. Maybe you should try thinking about
the others as individuals, with individual needs. You
might even find that you could do some good.

Youknow your problem? You're_trying_tohelpso
much that you're not actually _doing _ anything. You
either do it or you don't. There's no middle ground.

- "Curlouner and curiouset, said Alice.”

WHY Doly?

To: kunter. lice@biunter-net.org
From: driver8 00
Subfest: Ke: Kenebilitasion
it before he got booted o) hunter-net, Rigger [ | [ wrote:
>Ufou people are [ing In 4 fentisy Woril You have no iew kow poverrd they are,
SHo0 igh wp thelr power goee. Theq [oiand me ons [Roking boas in the middi o the
>rskensea, for ok Sovke, Suing the pylons i heking revanted, Pat your oot
>tonard caving us. The blnd are on the bottom of the goddamh food shuin
Sunit e reondlyonestepis. Therorchon Eciloftuthe normm peaple: They need
Sthem 4 sATTle. We re the ones in the most danger. Watshing oversome dopey
Diteh and her
Shebyfsallveryhoking noble, but frenkly, there Fhore Wiere che same [rom. You,
>me, and everyone elce O EHis et — e e the endangered species, and if you
AR T there
>0 5 iy Ass beswicse 4ok eve oY pliying Aero 1o some wobody Wio
>doccn ¢ EHOW diek, Then you e Only THIS mieh better than & Northiese
pulon yoursed
There csomueh wmﬁm thicthat [ barely knowwhere o rart. Rigger,
Would you be co sallows 111t s your Wife T Your baby 2 There & g0t 20 be more
toRhat Ne e doing, LORNAE e #re LhANJUsT KarrORse/f-Iberect. HHeek, hot 00

P

long a0 e were 4l “Worthiess pylons. " Even you, Rigirer. | don s énonif you I/
auter cee LRV, but | have to get It of) wy ohest.

1 W don 't have some &ind of duty, vome Kind of Important tie to
everyone else, What s the poine? We re Just supposed to band togeches,
Fortify ourselves [ike the Monzana Freemen and (¢ the rect of the borid be
& sRELIE raneh for monstercd

I even st aside the moral focies of saylng, "I Was gudek 10 get Into the
Heralde "lifeboat, coeveryone elve decerve todrown. " Folconthe /it have done
£ J004,J05 OF a7 gl i Againct LARE. | T give (ou s0nrete, prastisel reasons Why
| ehink you 7e Wrong. FIre of), there ¢ the sirsamitanses of being salled. /
Wash t shanged Rken 72 0acsai'z, hen [Ruc in & g00d position to defend myse .
Jioaz shanged When [ iecindanger, Ohen/ies deleravely pusting myself i mere
danger for comeone | ditn & know from Adam. You cay Ve showlt look ot ror
Dlrcelves ond wever mind everyone else. [ Ehat © the oase, Wy do 5o many of s
Seem 10 be shinged Wiien We 40 the elwst 0posie T

Sesond, there s our group natire. Looking ac the main /ist, Wket 40
We cee T Crusader | 7 nearly diec trying to tate on & gang of sreatires
Single-handedly, but £ them &/ BRek ke Teams kp WIEh THO OLRELS.
Bookworm b 8 goec it wlone and winds ip erigpled, The Tetus Ten report
BIERITH OKT A ENTITE TORH.

See the patitern yeo 7 You san s do 76 4lone nd 4o 7e not supposed 7.
Look &t those Weird symbols, for Pete s sake. [ We re cigposed to Aide ourvelves
kY, Wil Rowld The Heralls teash us the meaning of them T

[ e dowe # 1oz of thivgs in miy (72, | ve treveled, | ve made & 102 of money,
[ Ve govzen married and had & SHilL. A1/ Ehe WidTe, credping b ok we, 50 SioRly
LAAL T LOOK decwdtes, 50 5100y tAaE [ ditn & notise — [ gor ssared. Not ceared of
AHything In partisular. Ssared [or wi famdiy, Searcd for my moncy and my
comiDreable ife. Seared for my “posivion, " whatever that really meens. / lived
TH 8 haze O 'STrece and nlety WILk Ko rea course. 1§ Wies like  neid some2bing
Was Rrong, but | soulitn ¢ put & finsger on 7.

Then ot thesull. Ther /g0t & real good reason to be aoared, #nd & 004
Heaof What tobescsared of: Now my appresiation for lfe lcco mick more mtesce.
[/ Enon hat | have, and | Enon /1] do Riat 1% tekes 1o keep 7.

! e hever been e chostked as When [ caved tAt guy in that /ey, | e never
e ks siskened as When [ disoovered KRR THET ThIng IK Uhe ROSEIZA! Was dolng.
e never been as relleved s When | san & qpray-painted mark on & door and
realized 1t ok ¢ Just greflies, but that it meent “safery. "

[ v got alles wow, [&noR, secirity. [Won ¢ post kow manis of s there are, o
Ol Hames, bt somehon e e found enshother. [soui abandon them. | e g0t tie
money v0 hole up lice come Y 2 K curvivel nise. But that s not What [ here [or.

Prople need our help. | mnot going to take wkat [ e been given and e ¢
celfYokly. [don t Enow abouz you, but | nhot that big  sonurd. | 4 ke o think
You #ren 't elther. Othendise, Dk Were We shosen?

Tryng vo Heer
m;ghl:bodm

'u‘ gﬂ

W!ﬂﬁﬂgﬁﬂ(&'{?ﬁgﬁk@y* franad ﬁmfgﬂ
serrHo fght go ek andcame bk, dd people, When fhey died. they werert e

enemyor themor qoolsoranyof hetcrap Theywere ) wsthids kel was. Kids torfured
by politicans who ddnt heve the quls fobe there themselves. | canrever bringback fhe
}qu!%%bhﬂhﬁuﬂﬁ*ﬂ\ﬁe%msmlﬁt&yrlrnmﬂk&d them?

Thats the fhing ahout the world i one big web and everyhing comnects. idled
Epeqk.nﬁk'ﬁmﬁﬂsa-d fathers!mdhed The'ls TS wives and sweethearts
whoseves! destroyed. No one knowshow many chidrennever saw ther daddes agan
because of me, T!w*sabiorpmau!:a&ﬁﬁ What are the chances of those
parents, loversandids thirkingkindy of me?Notruch Ther anger furmed folete. and
thet hele strengthened the tele of others who went fyough the same. Even now,
decades later, | bet my actions sH cause mistnst and angers
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From: alice196
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
Subject: Re: Trying to Help
Trucker, your argument is self-defeating. If you
can’t tell the results of your actions and you let that
bother you, then surely you can't let yourself stop pain,
either! To use your rather contrived example, if some-
one needs tosuffer the lossof a parent in order to gain the
strength to save the world, and you ease that pain, you
thwart that destiny. I'm sure the child in question would
be desperately keen to have her pain alleviated, too.
This sort of thinking is stupid. The logical end-
result is to spend your life insane with indecision,
desperately trying to do the right thing to suit an
_unknowable destiny. It doesn’t take a rocker scientist
o see when someone or something does more harm
“than good, and to decide if it’s a good move to prevent
it from happening. I'm sure you had a horrific time in
Vietnamor wherever. Butdon’t let thatundermine the
contribution you can make now. Some creatures —
and some people —are evil. They need to be taken out.
| Others are misguided and need to be rehabilitated. It's
not complicated, just very hard. Don’t be afraid to
make thatcall and decide which category someone fits
into. Act from your heart and your Karma will guide
you to the right answers. Remember that we were
chosen to rehabilitate or destroy as necessary.
— “Curiouser and curiouser, said Alice.”

IFldlefHhose poor sousalive, theymighthave gore on to do greatfhings When
you Stare down a barrel you See crosshars or a tarqe !, What you dorit see s the
fargetsfuture thepartsof heweb fhetyouresbout foard Noonelnowswhere the
rext qreatinvention or discovery may come from. Thet quykedin theriver, whes fo
say whether 20 or 30 years down the lne, he might heve cured cancer 7 Meybe he
coud heve found @ wey of endngstarvation hed orly have loved his wife and
Yids and kepthis famly safe, That would heve been x5t asimportant,

The fl side s possble, foo, Maybe hed heve been so fraumatized by whet hed
been through thathe wentmad andstaredmurderinghabies whenbe fraly o thome,
Meybe he would heve qone on fo become fhe nexd Heller, The thing & you st don
keows Bust! do now one g APler{ shot b be rever & ny fhing g Who am!
fo make thet cal 1o say thet a persons fuhure i unimportant?

The same applies for thelost, Every fime some bnatic waves s qun and fekes
down another soul, another piece of the web & aud, That doctor of yours, Driver,
mighthe the one who canactas anambassador for thelost Hemighthe the ane who
mrﬁuﬂﬂ@l‘bnﬁa}d also be a twisted mariac, but theres no way to 1elif you
}S{&ciri?10H1mnowhnwﬂ\eFu‘lLrP?n'\‘n:anymria!ieany life, even it
its not what wed call ale?

Evenif acreature is 2 demon, youve gotno idea if whet it does is necessary
or not Much asthate pain, its memory can mofivate people, sometimes 1o great
things. Your doctor might be pure v, but thet doesnt mean he might rot have 2
purpose, Maybe hes sunposed fomurder someone whose grief Strickenchild wil gein
the strength fo save miiors.

hm*m?ﬂﬁ&&'ﬁ‘g\ﬂvmaﬁrﬁﬂhﬁﬁﬁimﬁﬂb{ me,
but I ot qoing fo Sy anyone shoud be murdered. I here o give: people the bereit
of the doubt, ‘In;rwii‘ them Mﬂ\&nﬂ'ﬁ&ﬂ‘n.‘.’&ﬁgrd Tethnot the ordy one
on This Ist who feels et way,

o Wiy,

CHAPY IR i:ORIGINAL SIN
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In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from

the power of the sword.
— Job 5:20

Heprine Conression

To: hanter. ict@hbunter-net.ory
From: driver8 00
Sudgfest: There s No “1"tn “Team ™

don 't Rant to twik out of plase here. | non some o yoi have been doing
ths for 4 (ot longer than | have, but maybe | san bring & boginner s perspective
O SOMESHiNG thaL & 108 OF YOU stem L0 have misved.

[ hoE cure exastly kow to pit CRIS. | guess | remember whken | Was &
Leehager, ind my st er A dating LAIc real Deacel ko uced the ine on her “If'
You e KOt g0Ing 20 40 4/ the Wiy, Ohy g0 42 &/ Now, [ think we #ll know
DAAT ke meant Wiken ke cald 0 41/ Che Ky, " but lef & look at our cituation
[rom the same POINE of Ve,

[ou 7o hot golg £0 40 everything It takes 10 o the Job, are you
reallly Roing the job 2

[ san ¢ agree With some of the things Crucader | 7 has posted. | think ke &
dead On £BOLE OWe TRING, THOUgR: [ ok 7¢ HOD KIiHg 50 Uit yovt,Job aHd do tAS
el time, you 7e fooling qourelf. There are wnavoidabic son Vst between kg
the Hay e used 10 andl [Wing the Wiy Ne have Lo wok. Sure, every life hac its
AeseDeionsand el Alshonecties, bucthere sabig diference betneen lying onyour
BAYES AAL DRI 0 SOMNKOE OWIVYY TART The Widive AT the KoSpital Ion & rony.

Some people kave asked how they sen 4 Yord 1o Aunt Withous 4 fob. [ast,
how san you afford the toestment of time, ¢ffore and artention a4 Jjob
reguirec? Eventually, it ¢ going b0 4STIR0E YOk RT & SHTTTB0! MOMLHE, Hd
vhent you 1 be dead. OF, from come of the STOLES ThaT gent [Pom [hdie tells,
You 7/ be Worse than dedd.

And ehat 5 Just you. Now kow sbowt soaring & woment for your [Fiends
and alltesT They re sounting on 4ok, I you fet them down besanse & reprimand
TYom she boss déstracted you, 1t & Kot Just your [, 1t & thedry. And not just
LHGITS, IT COLYORE LARE ThE JTORD OF 0K MIghY hve hved,

[ we HOE going 20 Lell 0w koW L0 PUT The hahmsr AORK OK LAIS ERiN OF ERAT,
! W roza phter. Aok Soldleror Cop or Crusader aboss thav. |l tell you abois
SOmething | learned 42 mifob: team bidlting. My partisuir “team "l apretty
odd lor. Our ages range [rom kineteen to fifty. Some of s kave never used 4
sompuzer before. Othere have never fired & gun, or £ilkd even an animal,
Sometimes/feel e/ don t even coeat their(angia e, but thar 4oesh tmaster.
[ admit, / 0us probubiy 4 67t of & rasice berbre. Maybe 4 532 ol fashioned #boit
Womer, 100, But onae yosu see dead LRI D4/ g arownd, 76 really puts CAIRS
(e rue, seXand oliess it perspestive.

But | m coraying from team ullling, Whish s What [ ant to talk aboue.

Meybe |'w soncervarive, but [don s Shink you san have & Sokesive group
WIthOUE & [eader. [¢ ROSSH. T v 10 Do fOrm! Or &RYTHING, DUt I 4 01575, Yok
et SOMALORE WRO i MAKE REsiSTONS WILAOLE RaVIY 10 KOITY ROOKT JT g0y
Ehroigh committee. A Jo0d leader ic Someone DA ¢ deoisive, Kho ke eXperiense
N4 FO0L JUdgmehE, R0 5y 20 Iisten ro the rest of the grows and even defer
PO them When e & 0wt OF A ares o e\pervive, Bt WO £HOKS KOK 20 shidt dowh
# POIHEILSS R MEAT.

Most importantly, & leader ha 10 teep K eye on the biy platire — oK
WAL © best for avryone, From one poine of Vieh, | falled to do anything abokt
Fhat dostor besause | Wac 200 sikened to bring miself'to ast, But In the biy
lature, [WoK, becaise ] I still here, | Enow abois ki, and ke doscn & &now boo
about me. Alltotaled, [same ot dhead. A JLbder #asTo be omeone ko 2an look
DacE the [iEtle cephasks, O Wik shatl] VIstoriee AR fosuc on & Bigger o4/,

OF course, # good leader s iceless without good fllowers. lou mighe
Think 4 good follover s oke WO © obedient, but that © not aleyc vo. | 4
Father have ORe WOrEer 0o 5ellc e SErRight up Dhen | mating o mistate
shan b handred “yes "men. A good worter ic one kO KON WAAL ke T oMy
T K5 aren Of eXpertive, #nd WAO ks the sokfTdense 0o speak kp #bokt it.
THat s#id, ke ctil] kav to take direstion Well, defer to the judgment or
EAperisnae O OLRers, and PECOFHIZE LRET & SPILIEIH OF K% Jitew Is HOT &
aritiviom of him. HHe has b0 be Willing to weknoniedge mistakes end rake




HUNY CR BOOK : REDEEMER

FESPORSIBIITY WItROWE DesOmINg dIssouraged, DT mOSE IWpOrsANTLy At Aas
0 be Willing 50 WOre /int #nd oo SRINGS ERIOUTR.

Onse you Ve 401 Lihose Ingredients — thoie peobie — koW 4o 4ok g0
abowt making them incoaveom The ansier (ies in common purpose. Inour
SAEE, DRE COMMOR PUrbOse Is bOLH 0bUIoks and wrgent. The Worid is broken
and We have to [T,

Mending Wavs

Subeck The Progrem
Tot Fsqelstetuternetorg
Frome frucker 235

b riot Sure how many of you heve heard of The Program, ke fo fhirk thet
mostof youdont know whatitis but! Feer that over the months and years fo come,
alotof youwll become oo Famfer, Affer rmy Fighling wass done. | came home and fel
ritoabotie, My parentshad passedaway, my e sister dsownedme she wasagood
kid, and the violence Id faken part in Sckened her 501 had no ane to worry about, Aot
of memories came back during Thase rights so fried fo escape as much s could with
Hhehelp of Jim deckand ther couses,

Finally,anold drirkingbuddy o mine whod dropped out of the scene sporsored
me info Meoholes Peonymons. AR, The Program, Stay withme fols. Im not sd'rﬁ
anything My pointis TheProgramworks, andit works well The mostimporfant part
& thetyoure never far frombelp and support, As Soon 25 you feel the botHle cafling

and you do chances are you can find if 3 meeting, Inma yor cifies, fhere are
meetings going onall the fime. 1 ou canlook up the date and fime in your st and find
out where fhe nearest ore &

Evenif youre on the roadbetween fowns the [am alot, you can dways cal your
Sporsor,Whenyou o the personwhoinroduces youunder fekes fo provide support

atany Yre, day or right, fo ok you fhrough the bad spels o help remind you why you

wantove, Thet sortof Thing, So, if | was on some freeway somewhere, dbeve to
stopata gas stetion or dug Store whether | wanted fo speak to Bllor buy a botHle,
I ahways managed fo meke nmyself spesk to B and he dways managed fo falk me out
oréﬂi‘ﬂ.ﬁﬂ*ﬁmmﬂlvﬂé&bwwwpﬁ* wbon theroad af ter Hbeen
dryacoupleof months.

Theres ro way | could ever have managed fo stey of ¥ f the pice without The
Progam. Between ﬂwx.&*aﬂhwe*rgswwhaﬂmze}mmhﬂow
al the time, Even whenif was King me, the duren of §fe was So sweel !
ahwans Feel it there, in fhe beck of my mind. ca}xgmefo&‘tk fo ﬁfﬁﬁ.

Soheres the queston andmaybe yousawitooming whets the di Ferencebetween
an dkohole and amonsster? They need o feed onbood o stay dive, bt hey dontneed
{oMloreven tndyerms Insure fhothetweents we could finda way of Fulfiling ther
reeds thet ddnt cause 18 oo many problens wSing animels perheps, o arfificd plasma, or
evenletting them setup ablood drive and pay ol for donfons, We pay farmers for
meat, affer & The same coudbe passble witho ther fypes of thelost insure thereare
arswers, ways fomeet fherr needs that we cancome 1o fems withy

The thingis, itseasy 1o rely onviolence. If youre bigger., sirnr.svrand faster
then everyone else, you dont really need fo fake the fime fo of fer neat, far
answers 1o your problems. Violence is quick and easy, and it doesnt cost you
anything that youre aware of. Hs a fix, ke booze, But you can wean yourself
of f violence, st ke you can wean yourself of £ akohol In fact I know of some

t groups setup fo work the The Program that are run for violence adde s,
and they dam in'r\':w;re‘*\,gmdm

'rl}m\t\t‘Ml\fh)l(rgr‘lml"ﬁnﬂﬂﬁw&\@{nﬂf&ﬁtw&ﬂ’gﬁ
compurlers and mobde phoness and pagers and al sorfs of handy qadae™s for keepingin
1:114\ We coudd do o end of good if we tried fo provide help, supportandunderstand

ing for lost mrs\n’vwan*ea*omﬁw'\al-tWemMunm‘I’rgsm*ﬁﬁ@fw
m‘Sﬂ“Ypl'og'aT‘ for peritenis foaf frm ther determination foreenter reclife. We
could garther and distribute s Frids and information onhow fobeat the cravings for

vidence, dearthand destruction We could make ourselves avatable, e sponsors; fohelp
ok theaf ficted fivoughwhatever femplations ey suffer,

Imnot saying thet it wouldnt be dangerous. But this whole thingis danger
ous. Weriskour fveseveryright evenif werenotoutdrying fosave others st
by being involved. This way would be no more dangerous than being out on the
streets. As themovement growsiit waﬂa'seﬁa\fer Theresstrengthinmumbers.
H woudd start slowly, Im sure, bt every one of the lost we could bring over could
act as 2 sponsor for others.

HrniBH fal&re.hﬁapqm@ﬁamﬂmme}n*mfdfamﬁmﬂaﬂ
touhlergemmbersof thelostfranwe doworkingdone.Hooddrdkedl the i Ference
behween losing and wimring, Thats got 1o be worth the risk, Reading out 1o fouch
someone &5 o wel and good bt reaching out 1o fouch many is much much berter, Hel
we could do with the same Thing ourselves. If we each bad one perfadar
person o cal when hings got bad it could be & reel fersion bredler,

Comme vo T'erws

To: kunter. [so@hintor-net.onf

From: driver§ 00

Sidyfosez Ke: There v No 1V "in “Team ™

>Pleace give me One gensrous break. | don's Enow you, but / £row your
sype. Ler s see:

S0l Ve B & SORDAEIN 8104, ok Brive & LeNies, you san T indersoand vhy

>pe0p/¢ WOWL need 10 eep 4 J0b 0 puit foOX K The LADIE, Jou Fefer 1O tUeryone &¢
> Workers"or e men "™ [don ¥ cuppoe jou happen to be_White_ by any
Sehaneed

[onp]

SR the ATE really comes AowK, Yo wren ¢ golng o be the leader Vo handlec ¢ [
>qou Ve never kad chit full ok qou before (and ['w guessing you kaven b ] then
Yol 1 Kot

SUith IRy 10 recopnize It ken It happens. You Wight Dent to forget about

lsemeagrestheanmthmyoumyfnmd and what
you say has much of truth within it, but | am wondering
whether you are in full possession of the facts. We have
many lost souls here, and | have observed them for a great
deal of time. They often seem alert and nervous, particu-
h:lysownho&mwfthezrhnd Itisnot the rest of us that

own kind. If they are like our sects, they devote much of

their own energies to working against one another with
assiduous zeal. It seemsall too possible that this is the case.




>of “Hunters Led. ™

AN Lry [STERIN O cOMeORe WhO T had Lo [ive Ik the
_real Korld,

[ defeved my 115t resporse to this post. [ Typed up & big, corsastls emal]
abour how [ s 1w the KKK Dut kad ceen the error of'my 0ays and desided to
Hlindtfy folloid the advive o & hotel oleaniing Woman. [¢ Wi Oiting and meak and
| realy enjoyed Writing it, as ['m sure Momphic enjoyed incidsing me. The
diYerence Is, [ onlmed down before kitting “vend. ”

/ froely admit /e had ¢ good. teve / kud @ somforeeble e Sure.
Woiid ey lire hueve been harder if [ ius biack T There fon s & doudt in my mwind,
Lhowgh | Seriously guestion ohe slim TAAT & “& NOMAR 4N ¢ ckececd IK &
mitns 5 world, " Buz | digress.

Let me pit thic 45 simplly as | san, Just because other guelifled people
Ain T hokre 4 SHOT 47 o pOSTTION dotSH t ke e ungunlifTed. [ Wes qood wt my
Job and | did carn the money [ made by making # lor of money for my business.
[ il thet b Knowing people end by being & leader.

[ resognize that Memphic has suflered things | hope to never have to,
and | resognize shat Treveler hac made sacrifees | probably soulin t make.
Bur don 't refect what [ have to ofler beenuse | haven t been tormented to

“earn " it. My team oerveinly ditn ' say no When | geve them keys to an
KPRIEMERE 1IghE Wear Ehe hogpital, They didn't complain Wken [ hired &
leiger [or one and palil or & dostor for another. They haven t sompluined
ROOKE The JUKS OF he o¢l] PRORES, CiERer.

That ¢ iohaz / have to offer, and [ gled | san give It

it makes you feel better to think that | m pampered and cpoiied, /
guese [2an’ stop you. Bue |l tell you this: [ love my wire and | have to fie to
herabout Dhere [ going every wight. [ loved wy job, but | ve taken an carly
retirement. | love miy daiighter wore ehan anyzhing i the Vorld, but | san 't
Wit for her 20 feave For soliege besaicse | terrifled shat she Tl be the one to
pay for what | doinyg.

7oz triage. er-Het.Off
From: driver8 00

Sulfest: Ke: The Prive

From Willew [ 2 :

> There b been # lot of dicoweion here about the prive e Ve al pald for our “heroiom
Shit [V bet there & one thing We Ve a1l ot I sommon. [t even hac something
ro do Witk

Stike purpose 0F this cub-lvt. How o yok alleviute yourcellof the nightmares?
[ et yoic

Sl get them to0. How do you deal With the fearT The urge to look With the
Sight #fl the

>time, Just v you_knon_7

To: hunter.list@hunter-net.org

From: healer115

Subject: Cell Phones

Driver300 wrote:

>They haven’t complained about the guns or the cell
phones, either.

Understand that those cell phones are tapped.
Emmﬂ phone is, effectively. The digital ones are
' don’ .s_issumethatﬂwycantdecode

Imn'tepm hnwmyceﬂplxmsaremm

CHRPYER 2: SRYING SOULS

[ COMELRIRS CORIES YOI DESUSE TE § WKNERORN, LA BUrE IS L0 KHOW UL
I yo e Korried abowe them [inding you, then g0 and [Thd them. [f'you re
4fraid of' Ohat they Te planning, mate come plans of your own and forse
EheMm 00 reasr.

[nastion feeds on inastion. [ Enow it. | ve seen it i Mﬁ&;’fm’dr and
ndividials. Onoe yoik adops & defencive, reastive stanse, It v very hard to
bosome proastive again. ONee YOK Predicate YoRr ehoises OK NAAT e
mArCer 205, Or oK WARE yokr 6055 R0¢s, O OK WART Jour sompetitor does
Yok Ve (ot your [Fecdom. (fou oan ¥ do anyzhing ox your own: You woed
opé;rmp/p rove/l youwhat todo, Thet 4 bad position to be in any FJM.
bue 1t s even Rorse In & oricls. [ you don ¢ kave the eXperiehee 10 421,
hetke & deolilon — eveh & dimd deslclon — you Rikd up & SIEEIRG dusk Wwﬁ
vhe rest of the Worlt leaves you behind.

Simdlerly, astion begetc astion. Don 't know What you re dolkg 2 7ake
cepe 00 [Ind out. That ¢ Rhat my growp i doing. When We £now whar s
Hhappening, We Tl know the best iy to deal WILA It.

Thic Ic Where ceambork sen really relp. Your parthers san Watek your
back. Llous parthers sam procest YOuRKILE you ieap. Uour bRIthers saneap you
PHfOrmed wbous What the enemiy ic doiny.

[ W gbve youn buciness eXemple. | ve coen this a dozen timec. [t really
does Work. The world Is full of chart people Who don 't Woré to their
porentinl besause they lask celf-sonfMense. Whet you do Ic take tHo
people #nd ger them vo rely on cash ovker. Before assigning them
TOFELRer, YOl MAKS EUPE Ok SEIEEE TO LREK KON SOMPELENT RNA £ATY 1O
0ork WITh the other one c. Then, When they re LOFETher ehsk OKe san cee
The Briliianse i the OLREr LRAT Kelther suh cee I himeelf. Or herselfs for
the benefTe of Memphis. [ Ve cer up groups or paronesckips (iée thic more
Chai onse and keard bork people i it tell me how the other one “really”
Aol #ll the Work.

W £n0w it 0Wn Dewtnesses and e Kide them fYom oohers, 5o we 4l tend
10 ERIRE W 1 1205 SOMPETENT LRAN EROSE R70NA HE. [ T MOT Brie, bt TAE T4
marser [Or enOTher day. FOr KOW, 0 [2e! ATz, [Ind some otfers like you to e
WFEH AId. E1UGT I Chets RAEK YOk B T THIT 11 fourself.

Consiering PRACYICALITIES
Squul: rnl'urznt Dangzﬁ
From: teacher193
Tn: tﬂdge.llsl’@hun ter—netorg

I I‘ldvc toagree W"}l As}lram T.I'ldl trying to set up a support organisation [m
l}\c 41[[1:!::1 wouu lx su(r.lc!a[. " su:i‘t a group wuu Lve Lmug]’lt inlo existence, I
Lc!lzve I]’\cy wou!cI ]’\uvt c]ont it [or 1]1¢mselvcs alr\:a(;y. 50 ltrs z1t|'ltr impossi L[c or
alreacly in p[a:e. /D\s it is, l!1ou5!'\‘ ymlcl nac{ to pul:*[lctie I}!z Tl'llng ;omel\ow‘
mention r.p«ific times am{ p[.mes_ You'cf be tracked down and murdered belore
you even had time lntalczstoclm|yoursurrounchngs. Helping many {s ;urely Leutr
lJ'Ian h(lplng [zW, l!ul I'lt{ptns [tw is [‘Nﬂltﬂ‘ tlmn J’lz[pmg none.

chu a[so pre—suppose Llut .a“ of the alﬂ[;ttd can lae [\elpta, L\mu-‘_{[\t
rounL‘l to our way o[ lhlrll:lng. aml tauth not to [‘larm human[ly. Tl\a!.s
noH-e, Lut [mn]([y slupIcI. I contest L[ml not even 41” pecp[e are rea[{y_
gtnutntly }Iuman. Don.t qet me wrong, I.I‘II not la“ﬂng a!)out any l:lologi(a[
pr(dhposﬂlon or otEur !‘}Isotcﬁl nonsense. F.vcry person }ms l!\e potentla[. at
b|rtl1. te Lc a {u[[ }wmqn Lelng. Nol .1” o|. LI'lzrn manage to rtallse II‘I[S
posiilal[ily. I’I'Ious]’l. For every two peop[c wl'm grow to maturity wll!‘l a
genuine sense OI I.I'Iclrown work[‘| anc{ ol the importance ol at!'lers. t]‘ltre is one
wlm rzac]’\es ndu[ti‘louci w!k[’\ a clup‘sealed [arltel l!‘tal otf‘lcrs llO not matter,
tl'inl ti‘nzy are some!‘ww ltss rta[. [.ve seen (tin l"\e c[assroom

T]’!ls sj\ou[cl Le our measuring ittCL [ur wI’uti‘ler a creature s worll‘l

trying tosave. Just asa [al al EI'I: populallon is not ln['lel'enl.r.)nf ['luman‘ many

R Wi,
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c[t[’w a{ﬂtctcc{ are tnl‘ueunt[y ]'lurnan. Tlurt areso many ol llu'm. anJ Lo !cw
0[ us, t]’lat we i‘ia.ve a c{uty to concentrate our tﬁort W‘i‘ltl’! it wt“ do L!\e
greatest good. Th.-u means we sF\ou[cl step worrying atmul trying to |1elp tkc
1ntrac£auc ancl [eavz tl’u-m to t!\z [zss Ienc!er mercies o[ our mililanl Brzth—
ren. | suppose it m{gkt lvc pm;iur to persuadc even the most J’lorr[He.
n{th—in—lhe"wao[ murujzring monster to regain some or all o[ its losl
I’mmanlty. Bul it woula:[ lellte a TDng. long time. In ti‘ut same time, you rm_qkl
!‘lavc Lun nut tosave ten ortwenty c-llurs. ones who were more sym patl‘:elic
us. You Ea.ve to do tfn: mal{\ and Ioolc at tixe ca“ing
sens!l:l'_r. Wz canlt thlp everyoene. W: can‘L even |\¢[p everyene wl'uo

ancl u[ostr to tfu rest o[

wants I\:lp. Tl'lose we (:Io ;\elp hav: to lu prloritlsf.::l.

]t Isn'l aIway; easy mal(mg tl'ml type 0[ Clc:isfon. fl.s [‘tard to turn away
someone in patin, or to almnclon someone just luuuse !I’!ey would JtmanJ too
muck z[{ork. [l I'eas e l:w &one. ‘ti'lou_q}h or (IS: you !:etr.r_.r many more Tcm:lﬂn_q
15 Just M(e tl\al. M&ny J(u* dan.t wantto Itdl’l‘l. T!ﬂey.re not [ntcr:s‘tec!, rtsen{[u[
c" tl‘u waste o[ time that l]‘tz;{ t]nnL you represent, or maybc a Lit slow or
relu [l{ous. Pcrhapi you :ouH qet khmugl‘l to ll‘lern i[yOu tritc[ ]'m n‘L clufo lecl your
time to ti’um. Pcr]’mps you coulJ l{|l liwm up out o[ t]1z msclves, i'ne[p tl-nzrn to see
l[’w !’wauty ol !(rlow[«ige. gévelkzm a Iulurt. But to Jmo, you wouHLav: to Icave
l:cl'llnd swcral Dtl’ltﬂ w!w a[r:acly want to l(now, w:w [mve polenlln[ [or
greatness, am:l stunt ti'm'n wlll': your nzslzﬂ_

y::u I'lavr. to Fle[p llmsz wl'm lmve tlle l'\ﬂl u‘.I'lanu al mal(lns use ﬁ[ your
Lt[p. So. {Ila a“ tzachcrs. I qut{lc[‘_r [carn«; to respect |.ru¢{oru ol r.lwh‘.c.
When Cch[ created t[’l!swor[rj, ]1: gave us free will. Tt not lorus to take this
{rccdom away. ”a :]1(11:' f:Iocs not want to Iearn. t[mt is |1!sc I\o{u. Wen it Just
]'l: a.l'lcl f I(OUH turn !urn drourl.d. It isnlk. tl‘lcugL. T[!ere are l}uﬂy oliurs in
nacl‘n c[ass, tens o[classts. f clen.t ]uve l|'u. time to waste on l:!m. 50, Lnowinf{
wiml ]'lti clwice means, I&nowlng k!‘le way ]’It &coms I'nlrme“ to poverty‘ resent—
ment, may[)e even crime Jm_{ wo[ence. f [ct Inm turn I‘ns anL on me, amJ ] clo
wlmt I can to save l|105e w;\o appreciate Lz'lng sawd. [ us¢ my time to l‘xe Lmt
a&vanlage o( society. Tl'lose units who (.E‘lomf. te c{rop out — usun“y into ll’\c
qutter — are a product ol the system that decides how [ must spcnz,{ my time.
It 1511.{ id«al. Lut tl‘ur: is no I:ellcr so[ulion to l}u proL[em ol tcfucatwn. Tiﬂf

is tl’zc Lrst so[ut{on tl-ml tr.aincd rationn[ mlncls ]mve Lun al’sle to cln(\rlw

From: donorl144
triage.list@hunter-net.org
bject: Self-Righteous Bitch
I always hated teachers, and now 1 know why.
: That's the most monstrous fucking thing I've ever
- heard. Who are you to choose who gets the help they
" need and who doesn’t? You make me sick. It's people
 like you who crapped on me all the way through high
school. You think you're so goddamnisaintly and noble,
 your little sacrifices. T didn’t choose to get
adxm!. you teachmforcedme into it, and

hat? The stuff] leamed skipping and
hsngmgwthaﬂ been a thousand times more useful
th anvsmpxd classes. IfI'd paid more attention
wouldn’t know how to pick locks or boost

| last week because of it. Did it
'redoing is programming

' -ﬁ'imds m&dl are a thousand

Our ca“tng is :xact[y liu same. Our goat Is to edumtt tllz amlclcc{,
teach them how to integrate with humans l:y risingup from the qutter. We
can cIo lhc moest Sood !\y I'lt[ph'ls li‘lou wl\o wl” Itt thc msc!ves [Je hclpz;’].
who want to find the way home. Evcry one of the penitent we [w[p repre—
sents a saving ol not just thnl sou{, |:ul ol a” lll( Iives tl'ml creature wouu
otl‘ntrwise }lavz ruinccl. ” someone were to DH« you t]‘u power to save one
person or l}lt power to save one I‘u.l ndrea ptople. which would you choosz?
Ther: 1% nctl‘nlng to considtl‘ ar woncler d[mut. Wz -Jo tlu !}zqt we can
Tihirz is no Otl‘ltf option.

Movives For ReDemer 1on

Thhe newspaper Printed & coathing editorinl about “gang seime " our
Tter aity. (100 Re Te KOE cigpOced 10 reveal hines &bokt ous losation, but
! qure 2hat Just about cvery major sity has an editoriul like that fairly
orten. ] The mayor kas promised more polise, but unless hic expra sops carry
3r0Cces AR kol WRLEr, [ AON T EAINE T8 & going to 4o # (07 of go0d.

[ een 't beleve We e the only onec ko £now about this. “Low riders "and
“angster dicoiplec " Rren t COMMITTING thece mirders. 18 T Ehe Weiing dead. |
LR EHOW kAT Jraveysrd they Te soming [Yom.

Kigger, 17 yoi e on ehis st oW and you need aiy more Justifisation for
defending “pylons, "'/ U like 20 Inuite yok og here to /icten 1o how & fourteeh-
year-old sereams Wken kic arm s torn orY by & 2omble. [ yoi san 1iten to thae
and cey, “Nope, | choulin & gez involved, " then there s nothing more [ san do
for you. ([ that dotcn ' make yoi [oel pity, L0 make §ou Keed 20 40 COWeLhIR,
HO BIOUNHT OF &1 guitg I 208 JOI 1O CORVINSE YOk,

[don ¢ think Oracle fs o1 Ehis sicb- 50 [ someone i i contase With hes,
an You 45k her 10 email me privately T Treveler, If you re on kere, |4 like your
wdvise. Oranyone who wes 4t New Djjor.

[ don T Think thic Ic eXaetly the same Lhing, Bis parcs of WAAC they
deseribed sound really similer. W, too, uve ceen & dozen or wore coirits riding
O & SiKgle corbee. Bt Where the ones jou diceucced coemed to be ighting, | ve
SeeH SOME S05D5ES Whiere Lhe milEiple SOIINTR ceemed to be sooperating.

Mot recently, We ere [OlloRing # 20mbie WITk four ghoste on Jt. We bere
hoping We could 1d ous ket [t was (ooding for— the “Fosus "that iome peopl
have calked about, Bit 7t Juct Walked up to the bask of eh apartment bidlling
AN EToked Dhe door In, and then Jt arted Gling peopre.

THis Vs hard o Rrite about .. . hard to chink about reallly, o0 577t doten &
complesely maks sence, please wnderstand, When e cak Iy &isk the door Ik, He
moved arber It, eautiously, We didn't BT 2o 41617 OF #lérm comehing that
coull bash throigh & heavy steel door. ("Dl wension 1t was one of thoce mesal
doore ) e didn & cart t0 rim wntl! e heard the sorcams.

When e got there, 1t had #iready £illed the huchend of the famdly. It
(00ked ke 4 ingle planeh L0 the ohest ad orushed Ais ribe. /e Ras golng after the
WITe When one of ke stopped iv. Sheused thesture, theonethat freezesthem. The
16 0f les Kt iens. We yelled a2 the Women snd her &ide 10 ge0 0t of the Wiy 0
Ve 0uld s2art shooting.

Then the hiusband cat up. | hadhn & notieed that ke kad & gun. #1e bas
SOy 1O SKOOE ONe Of e, bt [ et he changed Kic mind. #1¢ turned ehe giuh on
e oon daieghier, IHSTEA.

“Daddy, " che corcamed. | san still hear her coream. He swiled as he
Dulled the Lrigyer.

[t lboking Witk the sight, 50 | oild cee & spirit detuek ool fom the fine
zombieand runrowrder. Therlrst 2omble il had vo of tecortyinal i, Onees
I the furher. Evenyehing Ris orazyy, e [ rememdber the gROST 00GiHg Inpacient as 72
LA 0 4O COmeLAing 20 the et girl, [ guess che asn, & doKs Aying s




CHAPY R 2: SRYING SOULS

Thhe rest somsensrased O the [REAer — the One Witk the gun. | Thiné
aiybe the Dlow that Kilied the boay Weakered i, [ kope that §how it Horks. |
STikmbled over 0 The fir! and tried to do it ait.

Tiken polise sars piclled ip. We sew them throwgh the [rons Rindows. We
1l 20 467 OWE Of e, 50 e i, WERT D The STRIFS ANAOUE The back fire eseape.

We i have 0 g0 fitr. [ had & guisi shange of sloches on me. ( Thanks
for the 1B, Flame, A srowd vas gatherng, and onse e 408 nto that e were
[ine. We comld coe them hawling 0t the tho bodies With their fuses sovered, and
e saki She {ELLE it/ tafers L0 the AOSEItAl — Che One eiose by, The One K¢ ateh
becaise it & (Ul of ocher chings.

We can someshing eice, too. The two dead bodies soill hwd spirivs
/Ky 00 them. | ghess it ORll STANAS TO 1eds0l EART 20mbies ROl Chow
kow 20 piay dead.

Whovo Heer?

So, Ihz question lhzn Lwr.orncs J'\csw to .‘valudk lhe am lctec[. How to Jec{c[e
whether o not they want to be helped. How deeply mired in their ways they are
It‘s ({inu!l, aru! l quess tl'lat everyone is going to have t!’wtr own way o[ wor]cm_q
it out I...]r[verioo. [ranlc[v. mun&s !l]l.e I'Ii"? more lnc[mccl to aggression tl‘lan
reconci [iallon. Forn[[ F‘ll sstories, ]’1& ({ocsn .t sEem toi‘mw givenany Il'mu_qht low[ml
sort C"{ptt‘p‘i lFle a‘mlclz&]\e 1s wat:hingd:tunu) are ragru l!mt [ucllng o[[ [‘ual\!u;
ﬂncl Liﬂing chi[cfren l;vtlu‘ !mt[ rhml; ll.iwrongtor_!arnn .\” oi t"l{ greupwiliwul
spm]:irl_q to any oi riwm.

Spmld ng ptritlrlﬂ.”}l’.f try to Leep ancyeon 1|‘|¢ mmi(tr_ci ]ora mupic nlwuiﬂ..
For ndmp[r.. I‘rn wal.cl‘nlng six n! t|'|zrn at the moment, a spirit, }our oti‘ier L{Ex‘h{
pcop!z. [ l:u‘[itve. anc{ some mrtofcltmomc"loolv.in_q lhln_q. ”u clzacl seem Lo lmw
norrrlal Inle[llgence — orat ltdst cloa qcnx] impression ol it ancl t|1c'_r c[lng b
tdil‘l olher. ].ve on[y l'_\een walcl'ling Liwm {cr afew c!ays. I try to 5Ptﬂl{ ]15 “an I'muf
OT $0 every Jay wl{]1 tacl‘l ong, to get an lJc.: ol L]1¢ sort o{per:on itis.

]l.; not J{il{cuh to getdn h:!ea ol ]’:ow corrupt someone {s. ” you watc_[-‘ a
clruq-c!:aleroutsldc lhe 94:]100[ Rates, it Lxcc‘mzs ol\vmus ll‘ml L]'ns {ssomeone w[\o
gaveup I'ns human[t‘; a [ong time ago. .ﬂlerc's notcnoug[‘l time totry to ]’12[[_\ 511(.['[
a person Tl‘ne a[ﬂlclec! are muc!\ lhe same. “ ] sec acreature a!;\out tocommitsome
sort o[alrccuy, [ dowhat ] can to drive itolf of }lt[p thevictim alterward. [ have
the Ilza[ing lsreath. anc] I‘ve managec' to stop a few }‘Nrop[v: lrom Jylng of their
injuries. Thatalone makes it all worthwhile. Il a demon's attack is unprovoked
or nuc"-usly sacl(stic.. f ta](c it a” t}l: hsl. .\.OC'I'IH or !alrr‘ one ni L}w irc-t}nng

Iunatics wt“ qet to (L “ lt{s parlicularly u’\p[mmnl. I scnd detdl!s on it fnan
anonymous note ko lkosc savagzswl‘to lcl [Im 1.111' qlr[ |' was h\“(lng to. r‘m iti” too
cross to IEIL to TI'IZI'I'I‘ 'DLJT 1F1CY can l'ke Hit}l-llr.

A-;suming a creature does not engage in needless violence or otherwise
c[cmonslmtz lrr:dcemal:!e In!‘mmanﬂy. f m.\lrce some sort ol appmach n[t:r a |¢w
wch&. Tl'le Qutsllon is a great way ol maltlng r]‘u‘ .\"licled stop and L]‘l!nL al)out
ll‘!!nlil‘\"iﬁ. al'l(J [L.ié jﬁ‘ﬂd entry point i{youlri klﬂﬂ[lﬂﬁ Wit!’l just one Ol]’lb‘l‘\h"ik.
] try to aswmuz a ¥ew pl’\otc'sor otiur imasges tl‘{c\l represent lFIE L'ﬂr ol. t].w ]'luman
conclman, in ]'lc'pes tl'lat rmg[\t stana chor& wHI‘l tlw amwlerl. ]' [eav( l]‘u:se ftems,
aiong with a note encouraging a return to ]mm.mny. ata p[au where the target
willlind Lhem.T['m'lza-:{ones]'mwaICIﬂmga”\.um L;uitrycunq.andl]'ln looklike
t}m}a came Irom m!dd[z—‘:[ass }:omzs. So, ].v.: g.sLJ'!:reJ Loger.hcr plctures D! lami[r
[l[t. C]’lrlstmas‘ a p[ensantevenlng cluwn at tl’w pulﬂ, an&acoup]zolsnapcol lovm_q
coup!w.. and Irm going to pop lht enve[opc um:[rr 1|'|\' winclscrun o[ L['Lei rcar wil]’1
a note remtndlngLhzm]lowmucllthzy‘rz missing assumingl]'lc)fc[on.l suc!clenly
show lhtmselvt; to be mantacs

Whetl‘ler tJ'le approacl‘l is |3-_.f a note or the '\Juu:t!on, lhe 304[ is to get to
a point w]’]tre we can sit anntcgzther nm!u;\lﬁ[y an&t{iﬁcuib !1 [e. peop[w and r]'lz
{uturc. Vc\u nuc{ lotstab[ﬁ!‘n some sort ol trust, fust as with kids starting out on

Fi

t{rufis ” t!\c;r l‘IOI‘I'I want to la“:, anJ I!‘rey retuse to !et mein, We”. attera couplt

o Wy,
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ol attempts I [cavz ll’lzm to it NO point wasting time on thoﬁt w}w clon.t want
to Le i‘mlpﬁ] ” I can 5\3”[\\'!“ la[l(tns tIIough. [H-lrﬂ totlwm. try locrﬂersupport,
then mny[’wt | can i'le!p them reform. ['m La!.Llns to two alllicted at the moment,
.am:{ wesit Jown anA quite oprn[;« Jimm nezJi. |1un5¢rs am{ iwmam‘ty. [.w not
managed to persuac!eanyunetogiw uplheirwayscomp[ele!‘f.Butone uit]‘m two
hascerlainh chcome more sympall‘:etk lowarcl peopie. [.rn not going to glve any
n{elaits ‘wrz. l)ecause ll’\a ci'mmces are if I Jo. I” u\c! up Lelng usecl as l:»all for
.lnot]’ler execution,

So.msl’mrl, ] Lryappr:rac[ungll'le a"[{cle:{ ralfona“y. ”1’}1:;« rzspomI in I(im:!,
I«ic wzrytl'llngf can to try lo]ulp l]'mm. Htl‘my react l:acuy, ] rzgrctlu[ly Iznw ll\em
toit Forlunatcly. ] c!on'tscn'm to lwa |:.».!ru'C|..|lar!3-I I'll'gll-prlorlty target |or ll\c more
vlo!enlnnts, and [ haven 't heen strlouslynttaclﬁ!d. !twan.lsmp mclromlmng
to worl( with olher alﬂiclx-{ - ]I kaw to }lclp — but itls ccrtainl)r a lot casier to
continue 1[ you kﬂvm". l:zen [}mﬂy inlure‘{.

Ai an a‘id:.] nott]rom thz c'l:uts co[umn nI t!\\z Evtnmg New; tl'mlone
ﬂ! my OH assoclates |1as [ﬁezn L[“CC{ = "Lcml Mdn C-ommili Sutck{e“ was
Imw tI'le paper put L !—fl was never prene to Atprtssion. 50 I |mvc to lhink
mmet['llnﬁ mﬂdf J1|.m Ja it 4"\ i]’mmu. l:ml [1: was a psyci’:ollc {rot}ler' rea“y. I
Jc' [ee[ sOrry Ic-r [‘l" Iam{l}-’. t]10u_q‘1.

Bringing Taz Lost Rround

Dont take this the wrong way, Teacher, but b not so arrogant 1o say whes
wortiwof helpandwhoisnt, hsedto Tk fe that, anditled fomeldingalotof people.
Hhought my e was worth more then fhers,

P youknow.spend my fime moving from place fo place. Inbucky et answering
the draf dian change my dy e or job ! didntheve any roufine fo break, any loved
anes oprotector hide from anyrealhomeor fhings folookaf fer. | dontevenstikwith
‘ﬁrsanf‘n:*xalﬂrfm mjrwnﬂ'fft'éoﬁ porfable computer for rmy emad, Mostof
you probably cant magie. wﬁwruﬂsﬁmnlrmre&d&aeep.

I Fact, my work really helps in the service, That directly contradicts what
Driver said about giving up s job, but! quesshes some sort of manager type, and
his job was prohably more infense than mine is. | dont heve any area thet | feel
obliqated 1o look after, so | don' qet involved in our politics or the creatires. |
dont get o know any parfiadar situaton real good. The way funderstand the cal
fils my situation, H'qu\

See,f dont Ary to make udqrrm{s.Uneorﬂvﬂmssﬂwy*ea&ywnhmf
mpﬁ*ornﬂow orders without fora Theres ab‘lwrmswil\ fet e
when your orderS are o hurt someone, but | quess frying fo accept things at face
vahue hasrubbed of f on me. Hs prety vitel when you lw{cre‘ymoﬂwsioﬂ‘ay
e, h\lwefoir\,109&&3aﬁnndw;waﬁ?-m!hewﬁremwa«nr&ﬁ*aa rew
simple rues. First,  isten 1o anyones problems, provide a shoudder fo ery on, and if
theres anything usefu 1o say, | sayit,

Becond, | *w {o renvnd ﬂ't‘hsf‘bwmocmﬁ"n‘iak\mmfw&ﬂ?
fime walching one, the things that she really misses Fromher old fife kind of show
unin the way shelooks a+pmpbmdﬂuginﬂvways'whdm\mﬂ\a1 sortof

i§ backed up by our creators, | hink. ¥ou can feel it when youve g0l
the right thing and thats @ good way of starting a conversation. of knowing he
right things fo says

T‘urd!*ry101aﬁ]m1ﬂew1oleﬁrenF!SeeaS‘}mebnl-fwnq.Fw 1
3 knack for calming folks down, even when theyre flying of f the handle, ancHhai
provesresl usef useful Bod or the Heralds or whoever blessed me with fhe abifity to
furn anangry hand When violence doesnt prove fo be anoption, theresnotmuch
left4o do but flk,

¥ oubeve foremember that folss love 1o falk dhourt themselves: parfiadarly if
youredlylsterfowhet theybave tosayif wjﬁeﬂ?ﬁe*mﬁreabw‘l fhem. Thats
astnue for thelostasits for anyone else, We dlneed contact remember 2In fact, fhe
lostare of fer more keen fo fak once you et them o apen .

o_v =~

So,onceHhink hve got adear idea of something thet one of the af Ficted misses
I g0 over and chat withim real friendly the, and bring un thert thing asif by chance, Then
fet them fak about the thing they miss and about any thing else fhey want o, As they
Yok you can see the terSon and anger drain out of them

By the tme they firich they geto thirking maybe everyone elseisnt as useless
a They thought, and they g0 of f on @ high 1y fobring thern Some peace, Bive them
back someof u&ai‘ﬁ*evm‘dhs Yaken from them.lhopeitmakes them ik fwienext
fime they conSider 1Sing or turling Someone,

Hmightbe goodif | could Spend more fime in one place and fak bhe that
witha few of the lost, But maybe it woudnt help much more, and mayke theyd feel
more nervous about opering up o me it they knew ld si be there in the morming,

Nm*wmﬂv@a;ia:e!wbemk&re”ryhhepmrwquwm

st thet! recogrize, Every so of fen. find someone, and sometimes theyre

1o see me. If they arent, well | sl of fer them the dhance o *ak’!oexﬂar why
theyre angry or unhappy.

Becausse bnmoving around | donit get o See how much effect what | do hasin
frhsqfemﬂnﬂfs'rv‘l ferm fcan see fhe poin refleve, he lonefnesshelp ease, and
ﬂmﬁu&ﬁ*k&pﬁw remerrber how much dif fererce it made withmy huddes
from the war, how #o‘ﬂwernForanjﬂuand@ﬂrmmeMForaeby
or twou! realy believe it helos thelostkeep a serse of halance, oo, Helping fo ease the
loneliness and The pan s whet s al sbout, Hs fhe greatest buzz in the world

Vs 0o Lirs

W you hewrd God talking to you out of & burning bush, and ke told you
20 40 20 the Ked Sew and besome 4 ficherman, iould you 4o 1t 7"

[ don ¢ remember Vhere | read or heard that ceying, but it ceems precty
PERAE L0 Ol stiation. As flr as | conserned, there s only one honorabie
answer, and shat < “Ufes, | ddo e, " cuppose i you beren ¢ refiglous you wight
LU YOLIe i A2 Ehe ReATUSE ASylim, I the OKe AHcHer TAAT 8ol weverbe
PARE s 0 JUet gnore It.

Avfer a5 [ conserned, the sall, Is pretty miuch the came. Trying to live
A ROLAING R ppendd Ic the NOIe Eind of huypoerisy. Sire, you have to keep up
AEDEATINIES 5O YOu dOK T become & tarper. But going to wort T Volunteering?
FHieeing the kv for & o0 rounds of golf T That T purely Incene Diken 4o fnow
Yok [1ve Ik bnfested RorlL. [f comeone wac dying 0F ChIrss nd | had & santeen
or'warer, [ Wouith ¢ save 17 6o Wach my sar. That may cound eily, but it © the
Ghie TRIRG. | R B0 48T, 10 5000 LAOSE WAO san & cave ThEmsES.

Imencioned beforethar/ ve tuken ancarly recivement. My iz chinte!
nuts. She Bants 1o £now Wiy [ In [t bing Weights end Jogiing #ll of the sudden.
(She hasn & found the guns, nd [ hope chedoesn . )/ e toll her | mvolunteer-
T AORKEONN, ROPEIN [0 41 OF ANZALTON CRAT § LIYii PO PIevent sshool tay
redistristing. That, and trying to Keep my blood precsare down, [ shinsk they re
o0 exouses. She doecn ¢ ant to rob Peter to pay Pat, but they e sertainly
boring enoigh that she Won ¢ drop in on me or (Rorve Jery to joik me. Liying to
her tears e kp, but [don t think [ be got any real sholse. She s not sus out for
vhis type of business.

The real lrony s chat [ doing something chat Wil kelp more
children than & wllllon dollars In cehoo! talgs, and not eveh miy oW
daughter Ean £ROW It

Negoriarvg T erws

You ca!{ed me arrogant Tru:i(zr, ancI mayl:se ' am to an extent, l')ul f [hwe
now given upcv-zryl}lmg ! was to answer tl‘lf SUMMOonE, and l l]'llnltr\r'e Earl‘ltd t;m
rig]‘!l to Jccidt Exow to answer it 50 you were in Vhrtnnm or Kortn or W[’l(!‘t\'zf.
Youlve LN some iwrri“z t[‘nng\. YQu 'vc LCEI‘I Iz [l wlth pﬂtl‘nologlcal insecurities.

Fln¢ T-J me, it saunc{s ll;« YOUur sUmmons Ihﬁn‘t mm.Ie mucll :.{1 “erfnce in your]ll{




y:ru PmJ noti‘llng. 30 you chl nol]'nn_q to lose. -rhal'c not the way it was for me.
tﬂltzr hz[pmg !J'mt hrst time, I !cunc] I'I'I)’SC" p{ungtcf into |1¢”

I'm not [ooltmg [orsympalhy. thw aI l l.‘.'!!ﬂ lhruug]‘l !]1! }‘lﬂrror ol rzv:la-'
tion, l}li I'mrril\[t d{smver)r lhat t]'ne world s farsic I(er, far more dmauc{ than we
ever c!artcl t]‘link Ilrs a I‘mrril:[e .swalmning, annJ I ]‘la(:l rtal cli"ltulty coming to
termswith it JWantec! tophoncth:govemmema.t first, arM[S, any[)oc'y. and tell
ti\em oI l}lz p!ague l}‘lal was ﬂ” alrouncJ s, Thzn, o[wunc. Isawa po[lceman anc{
rea[i;ec{ l}m! llwy werea"]iclc-:l, too. ]:rom t}lerg.tlwasa [a1 rlycarf conclusion tJ'ml
itwent a” t|1¢ way to l]1! top.

Througl': tka”-. f managecl to cllngtow[qofwa; |:ry rrmzrnl)cﬂngl}lcpalnanci
conlusion of the spirit inside Robert. WhmTstum[)ledonlol'lumzr"nch it [t!l [Ilt.e
[was Jeining lFuFrtnci'l stlskanct la‘ls['ltt!lzNazﬁ. fl Jave me sametl‘ulnsl.o:!lng
to arnl l\z prouc{ 01. My [:toy[ﬂmd amfl l F:a& Lzm cfri{ung apart, and tl'nrn I
couldn't thinlco{anyllﬂngto say to hirn that mattered. | tried going back toworL.
but it was pomllcss. How could | care about 3C's poor 5rau{¢s? What did «t
matter? The answer is, as Donorso mJe[y polnl.u{ out a |¢w clays ago, it J,oem‘t
matter. I tlmu_qi-lllwas Fw[ping. Lulf rza[ised[wa;n.t. sa“mnclzclmmy noticeand
have spent my last moﬂt'\ Luﬁza in rlu |lEr.1.ry. Ioul(fng [D! answers, :lues oreven
hmts. l mdnagzd to arrange conlinuec! ACCRIE, whic]’: semcl me wt”.

The place [ live in now s a lot clmeaper than my old [musz. and it's qot a
[ascln.:lmg u[ecticn o{lmzct IEL! to Leep fMe company. ] I'mJ a nest eqgg sc(asidt {or
retirement. Tl'lat money s]’lou[& lacl Ior a wln[e, l L['loug!\la’ncut trying to get some
lep and support from my Iriznds. Eul I wouldn 't wtsl'. t['u;on anyone, {ttalone on
pmp[( I care ai:ouL TF]: lhlng that's l(zpt me geing has been my quest to J’I!lp. "ve
Lheen al\[e tosavesome ]I\-'es fmm injury, as Ii-ﬂf(! zarflzr T]‘lere was Ro&cﬂ_‘ too, ancl
Imnso[t myce” lf'iat perhaps [ .WIC{ I'lavt i‘ic[ped ti'lat glr[ I{ tjws: nmrna[& IIacIr;r
killed her. It's Ilmtl]'loug]’:ttl'mtg:b mcoulu”m:lwcry morning, lhal}lzlpstomafw
senseof lFl{S insanity — l[‘lc possil)l{tty &atdesp(tz a“ t}le palnr [ogl. I mislﬂ I:coI:sIc

to I'!elp someone toJay. ” ]I !‘lfdi. curl upam{ walit todlz. t!'um 1t.s guarnntz:J lEmt.

From: alicel96
‘Tot teacher193
Subject: Re: Negotiating Terms
Teacher, please don't do this. You know in your
“heart that it's wrong, which is why you're telling us
about it. The road to Hell is paved with good inten-
tions, remember! Your job should be to show this

‘being that violence is not the answer. Don't let him
tempt you from the true path. This is the sort of course
that can taint your soul forever. You're talking about
picking targets for a murderer. That's not right. The
law calls it Conspiracy and holds you jointly respon-
sible. If you do it, you'll always regret it.

If it's drug dealers you're worried about, pass their
identities to the police, to anti-drugs groups, to neighbor-
hood watch groups, to newspapers, to TV consumer shows,
mmmwhowilllmm Make it too hot for them to keep

up. Ifit’s the money that attracts you— and it’s sad that
waa'[lmeditsom:d:.hnﬁllmmdmavmdable—ﬂm
consider altemative options. There must be some.

o Th:maxewaysmau:dmtdm tinvolve succumbing to
evil. Where does it st ]fyould]la[lrhedrugdealm what
then? Just as you're trying to save this lost soul, perhaps it’s
trying to mq:tmm you ever think of that?
“Cmiomermd-cuﬁwur said Alice.”

]wOn L Ee olany use to anyone. Wr .:“ lnva tm{[e soOner or [a{er “ f can nnloe
M{i"erfnu tl\cn I m{u[[i[[lng my potenllal .ciolng scmetl‘nlnglo gznu(ne[y cLangz
the world lor tl\e lutler even il it s justin as mall way.

] I.ou you a couplt o[ cl.nys ago t}lat l Vi Ixerl la”(\nq to two lost r(qu[ar[y
LAG! mqlu one ol II'lem ma&t me an o"er \X eve l:een cll;uussinq our h Lstyles
(aItI‘muqh I am as vague .af:oul us as |1¢ {s aLmJt I'm I(mc” A!l]’:c‘ugl\ tl'ler: are
wvcra[ p[auts wl'urz we cll;agr:t. and a lew points wfur.e Ilc ﬂmply doesn.t
undtrstand me, we cicr erong{y agree t]‘lat cl‘nllc{ren sl’:ou[cl Le a[ldwe L‘ to grow up
w[tiwut !)clng prr_rzcl upon orabusccl He‘i oﬂem.‘f to try to maL! :lrncnds {ur I1|;
past transqressions Lvy evening the score a LIL ¢|1mlnalmg some of the evil peop1e
'WI'H." l’!arm :hl!clrtn in th: city. He is ta”cil'lg e||nwt t]1e érug Jca[erﬁ in parl{cular.
Lolh ours and the losL wﬁo sz“ to lm:ls. Hclsalw a[ltr tl'!e pimps wa pl:Lup kids
once |E‘l€¥'l‘¢ junLies. f anv alew ol l}lzse seum [rom t|1e iCi‘lDOl. nncl i” lden!i{y
l‘I'nrm‘ J'ne'[! lﬂ[l {i'lem. In ad&ltion o Lzlp{nﬁsaw c]ﬂ[({ren. Icou[\{ turn tlw money
t.ai(zﬂ Irom II’IC al:ustrs uwvarcl wrmthlnguw[ul lor lhe cause. I am very lemptecl tor
talu! ]'mn upon I'ulso“cr. I Lnow l.]'ley keach that two wrongs c[onll rnalu a rlgl‘tL Lut
may l\z {l'la l‘s just part o[l]:w programming to L::p us tame. l cau[d I'w[p |1¢ru‘ gelrr\I
c[wme cllht true momlzﬁwﬁo Imrm the young, ricl society olmme olits zvi[. [ lou

him "“ make a e!ecision l.')y tomorrow mghl.

Rensomnses Losses

Kiveaio has gotten 4 lov of flak for ki lasect ecsapade in Donnsylunia. |,
[or one, BRIk he did the £ight Ehing. Sometimes you san ¢ do it neat and tidy,
Somezines you san’s get 4l the Information beforekind. Sometimes you ke
70 421 [FOM [JHOLANSE ANA KOPE [OF the beit — dnd that means that sometines
YOUdOK ¢ get Lhe best outooms,

Mictikes are made. Terrible tragedics kappen. But yousan t blame him
[or i bad recult that he did t ens and fad no ey 10 predist.

172 POSTEA RGE R EDEREd — Witk & piea [or help, remember] — und within
Rours the maik IS2 s logged DItk replies sondemming him. [hove ke g0t s many
privece replies offering 10 help, bus comehow | doubt It. He didn ¢ say ke e
Proud or hapby With oW ERings Eurmed ous. Far from it. Buz 4/l peodle san do
& blame him [br che locs of siviliaon bivod.

[ 6oy, you care about the vuinerabie 2 INctead of sompiaining ThAt there
T5H & & ey 2or olusion, KOW wbout ceriking 4t the problem iecelf Even If you
believeshas Kiposnas stupidorsareiecs (andiinoe hasn tthers, | ot going
vojudye ) he ssted Nithhonorabie incensions. That more than/sen sey abous
# sertain wight chirt OB-GyN.

Some of youiny It cunsoncsionable o rick the fies of the blnd. [eny, how
AN T POssibly be mioiled T Cvery monster chat W/ Is 8 1Sk Lo 0rdinary peopl,
#HA bl ROg ROTHING Wt 16 Ehelr PcSIVe parThers. Sure, 4 plan may 40 WIOKg,
DWE ThAT T WO leust Lo ever try. Elans sah 40 right, too.

M targers are ina dospizel Some o themdon & everfeave it. There sno
Wiy 00 40 AfRINST The WITROLE PUITIRG Che patiehls there 45 15k, It ¢ ke
Suigery, /& rather waks Oe olea okt SRS Wight K71/ 0r might save than leave
Ve PREIEHT L0 die Without hove.

T s Losy aND vhE CriminaL

I suppose theres Tt fo what Teacher savs: thetthovent had my ife o my
views par-flerly changedby thecal butnotin the ways shemeans. e seen the world

asapreHyrastyplace for thelast 30 years, and! wasn! resly surprised foleamn e
forlomnare everywhere.If anything wekingup o reality x5t gave me aspecific foas
for my need 1o make things heHer, Finally, here was @ whole bunch of sous who
obviously neededhel, and who were easly iderifified, The worldis ke amagao fy apple
itooksbeauhfl fromadstance butupdose youcansee dl hebadness. Hdoesrtmean
itsugly, though Hs worth fighting Fur f‘lSm{w‘ﬂwk&-qru' rothingis hutits worth
fighting foru Thels been a great strengh fo me.,
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b dlarmed by the idea of pitting he lost aqanst ariminals. The's the some sort
of concept s e o vioer,Hoawdy wars frughoutHstorys The peopkewho we
rmmﬁaasgxﬂ.}naikw%nna&ragﬂﬁtﬁhﬁﬁd&ﬁﬁmhﬂtmrﬂm
those who didrt strie out uesus Bandhi Mother Theresa Florence Nightingdle, They
ddnthire kers, They reached out nlove, fried o touchves for the stke of fouding
fhem, and made fhe world beHer, Thats whet we should am for.

There seems 1o be confision sbout the dif ference between the lost and
buman criminals, You can See it on the main fist as well a8 on his one. We should be
\«ycarﬁd alaoujfst]mil‘*uedhd&f 1o ‘ﬁy *ocb?:uiﬁmmah are rot
demons, Urimnals are of fen extremely 1, do alot of bad things, and make
m%a%%.wesﬂmﬂuﬂmkﬁtmﬁohﬁaﬂﬂw
can be rehablitated. Most of them commit crime hecause they have ro real dore,
For o fhe conservative talk sbout laziness and evl the rich keep the poor in the
yﬂer.aadmmaqr‘seﬂ\dﬂwwhbhﬂerﬂm%w]ywayﬂw
can. (riminals need education, They need fo be shown ther options. They donf need
fo be \dled by demons or the dufifid

Thelost arent criminals. eifher, As far a8 can fell theyre drivenby derk bungers
and theyre sed fo tiking theyre superior fo therest of us Tretsbigotry andit can
be goHenaroundby education par fiodarty by showing them were acheely decent foks.
| figure even the realy power ful ones arerif much dif ferent from our own pokfiars
odandcomupt but, deep down scaredof the people, scaredof freedom,anddesperale
foconirol the cbject of Hher fear,

Everyone is really the same, Were al aware of ourselves, we o feel pain,
we all want whats best for those dear 1o us, we all get scared or lonely. Thats
probably &S frue for the lostas it is for criminals or for us. As soonas you start
treatingother people as encies, as animals that need fo be put down, youcreate
the conditions for war and you create more hatred and sufering then you hope
to stop. Loss of ife is never acceptable, and should slways be resisted. Thats
frue whether ifs civfians, dangerous criminals, vidous demons or anyone else.
There are no acre;ﬂal:lebsffs.

Arcdmoney yeStmakes Hhings worse. wonder how fempled Teacher woukd
be 1o use her friend a5 an assassinif there was no cash involved. Sure, trying to
help iS expensive, H always has been. That doesnt mean there are no options.
Hhough, From what | remenmber, you Brits have a pretly qood Social Securily
system, ¥ our country wor Het you starve, There are plenty of poor among the
forgiving but there are also rich ones ke Driver. If Things get desperate, fry
asking for help, There are charities and supporf groups that mightbe able fo ease
the burden for you. Ive heard that a group called the Rose Foundation is some
trmes able 1o help, it you can discover how To get hold of them. You might even
be able fo find a job that suits the service, the mine does. Resorting fo crime s as
wa’gﬁre&ﬁ&g*ow&mﬂtwmﬂishrda'ﬁmrpiz'ﬁfoeaﬁeﬂ\alfhrdm
for everyone, not to make it worse,

Ywhwuﬂ‘ﬁ’fﬂe@hiﬂigﬁ%adw.‘fmm#ﬂ*o&yﬁ.

PRIORITIES

We e beek Datohing downtown for & it tle over & moRLK HOW — Rhek
ol Wife thinks |'m “4t the health olub " or “volunteering. " There ciem
20 be tR0 courses for the losal problem. One Ic ot the hospital. The other
Ie 42 the graveyasd.,

Both have dead things around, but they don't ceem 1o 44t the
Game. The OKec AL the KOSPILA! seem & [0F more cure of themee/ves wnd
have more self-aontrol. T.éa.y ko ceem to be b /0F more adept at Crisking
Lol hd RRIEIRT #FOUKA T PIAER SIFAE — SOME BE RIFKT, sOMme Dy diy.

The otherc #re # [0 more Impalcive. Where the hoopita! monsters are
AIWOST SUNRINRG, Lhe OKES 4T TRE Jraveqard JusT seiamble out and Wreek
anyshing they find. Magbe the hospival ones used 2o be like the graveyard

P

05 BUT SUrvived [omg Enokgh O resover some Intelligence and learn wore
poweril triske? | cuppose that s becide the point.

Wit massers ic our diiemma. The main conserns | ve gov are (| Jikere
akH W 4o the wost good, (£ JWkare sah We 3L WILh feast rick 2o ourvelvss, and
(8 Jbhere can we 4ot Witk the least rick o othen?

Bused on all thet, | [osuscing on the graveyard. Wniite # hospital
full of the siek and injured, there aren't any vuinerable people in the
cemetery. True, The CRIRGS Lhere Are dangerons — Flame, that supersti-
Flon #BOLE Them KOT 8roscing selt fc absolicrely f#/iel But their danger only
A CE FE WOLE WhfenE L0 cave people rom Lhem. [[We et them, Ehe graveyard
dead Wouldjuct chamble out and rip apart everyone they [Ind. Liskily, there
£1¢ EROUgh Of i — Darelly — LA ¢ 88K Kegh Che perimerer MORITOred 14
howrs & duy With come Vell-plesed samerac. [ one of them comes out, there
AL [AST ONe OF s ON TAD L0 dea] WILA T, A WOrE SN AITIVE. (We 've gor
pagers. ] 8o for e Ve been lusky. When & fone chombler tried 1o get out ox
iy Watsh, | 0as able to sonflece and dictract It wntil help arrived. fes
BHYONE £158 Kbl $eooess Rsiing the dead guestions T or & second, it #imose
seemed [1Ee 1T o0kt wnderstand me.

Aniyhow, We 7e Leeping them Lied i I Lhere presty 4004, pieking one
of¥ now and then. The prive of this [ LAAT W06 Rave G0 LI Ok basEs o8 The
Aospital. We put # ietie precvire on When e san — [ 01y to Keep & g00d slove
WL 01 LART DLSTLLialiN, Bit 50 [or | haven t had & shanee 10 really shict hike
oK. [¢ biurns e b, bit 50 [ar Ehere §Juct KO Baly. AAs 500N 5 e Lttt sare
of the Immedince danger, ke § HeC.

SYANDARDS

We“, tJ'latcertalnly surnzcl ko toss tilz catinto I.I'tt pigeons, cltclnltn_ T"\anl{.
you a" |oryour l[\oug[ﬂs and inputover li'l! lait Jayorw. I wa;shgl\lly amuud t‘mt
l['ut *tw pcop{t w}m zn:oumgtef me to accept my con tatt.ﬁ oHtr :.{E\J not Ict[ III'.'I( o
doso opznh«, ! met my contact again last ni E‘IL and as promised | gave him my

9 3 P
decision. . . but|'ll get back to that tn a moment.

] want to comment on a few ol]’ler points first. | do not believe that all
ol the alflicted are worth saving, just ag I dc not |:¢|Inre that all normal
peop[e are worth saving. SOI‘H( pcapl: are bad, and some amictui are l:-aJ.
and ll‘ne wcru woulcl 13: Lrllzr o[l wltl'lout cit"ltr qroup. I wou[c[ not weep
to ]w.a\r L]ml an cvl[ clem(m was ¢ating I'l{i way ti\rouﬁl'l a qang O[ -armec;
ro['rErers, anl; t|1e reverse wouIcI not upset me, tﬂhil‘. But tI'lerz isa Iol ol
dl“erence luthrn not worrying too rl'luc!’l al:oul cvi] reaping its r:w.lrul,

ancl ar.tua"y l\elns tI‘lz agent ol Jeatl‘t.

As Ior money, we”. I aqree !lldl. crime is not rnmu‘_f ¢x:u;ql)[:. Wc're
worl:lns to save as many peop[e as wecan, l';ul we I'lav: l:een given t[’]ii- Ia‘L
Ly a !‘N‘qlur power, not Llrec[ l)y T.I'tz pzop{z we.re I1¢Ip1rlg. Preiumalaly. l[
ll‘tzy wantec! tI’!is to L-e a paytnsjol} ti‘lty.cl giveus a saldry. Irm not al}oul to
stoop to crime to Iunc’ my quest Tl'ltrc are a[ways options l[’lal (!D not
inveluz causing more 115 rm than ts strictlyI necessary. I” I'mvc to go on lI\e
do[e. ['11 goon t}u. clcle. It WUn.l come to l}lal, tiioug]'!. I'm not a!ont in my
quest, even il my {Mt loray into group worIf. was ellsastrnus, ! l'm'u ‘ouncl a
[EW othzr {nclividuals. more I! I(e—rnlnd:al. wimrn I can worlc wltl‘l SUCCESS—
Iu“y am‘:[ wlw are more Inl‘(rtil(d in I’lt&{lng ll'mn were kl'le [rotllers I starlccl
out wil|1. All‘mugi’: we du not worL tognhzr a[I lI'lc time, wecan qet l:uy‘ al
lcail Ior tI‘lc time l:elns.

To get l:mc[s to my meeting, tI‘lo'ugI'l — most :l{ you were ngl‘nl. I lo!& my
contact l[\al I wou{cI not idcml{)— targets [or ['urn. .mc! I cIicI not want him kll[[ns
people. even to i‘tctp protect l;u vulrl:rauz I"Ee prttencl:cl to ta]-cz it Iﬂil’lf wc“, l:n;t
I'lz was oLvlouslf irrﬂ.al.cd anJ Jismayccl.

T menltonz& li" situation in l:madou!lintsto tht othzramlcl«cl [ talkto. She
;‘Ii:ln't say muc]1. %ul siu !ooltzrl c{m!y at me -!mi ialc[, “you are ln.ing o"zred



powzr.“ Hi&n.tthtnlctoo muclwlit at t[wtimc—sh‘ 1s usua“ycryphc — butlater
]wa.s l]’unL{nSaI)out powerand tl'uz way {teorrupts A[tcrt":al. itwas quite aneasy
nﬂer to Au[lnc,

[ can‘t pretem{ tl'mt I wuu[dn\ Le Jctlsl'lkzl‘l to see some ol i}wie ¢vi] I'ust.lﬂ:{s
!(i ”cd. kul ! lhinL tqu price o[wl'lat l whas outr:c! was I’llghzr t]':an I r¢a1tszd.

/a\ctuauy. t[’lal lzads me to tl\c tj'wrn;cr question o[ s-lAﬂCIarCI; MlEI
;odes. As most 0[ you l(now, ll‘l: tcnci\lﬂg proleﬁlon 15 rzgu[dtecl l)y a
whq{z assortment Dl guidelinﬂ am:I rcgul[ations. W( Jon'l I’Iavt any=
t[ﬂﬂs [IL: tI\at lcr our warL, Jcspilz ll'lc |.'.|:l tl\nt l|1¢rf. are J:linitz risl(!
and pr:cliclal)lc Jangzri. That's not ua"y surprising: we re not even
reuogntud. How:vcr, guh:lcllnes -!nJ tm;es can Lc vatuaur sometimes,
anc{ it m!ght be worth giving them some lkougkl. O‘wmusly. [ Jonll
mean Ll\atw: s[wu‘f_‘l set JOWn l‘u{cs or aﬂyll’\{ng IIL{ l]’mt =— wl’lo wouH
po[ict t[\em? . Ibut perkaps we f.ouIt‘.‘l assem!n[e a set o[iuggzstlons anc[
gulde[lnc; to he!p tl'lost ol us WI’IO are new to T.I‘lt ca". May!:\: we couH
even give our more adamant lc”ow; som:ih{ng firm to bear in minJ to
Ju[p l;ltm maintain a sense D£ perspective.

Anothzr topic t|1al‘i Intn concerning me, in ltg}ﬂ. o[ tl’:t [-ail L‘.w cla.v_ﬁ. is
wl‘m! to |:|o il one o[ us Joc’- Btcornt cnrrupltd iomtl'low. I I:now WQ‘W a[l hearcl
lfu rumors ancI stories — the Juiilu! setting Lh:mulvzs up as |1VI ng 30&&“525.
u”mg their abilities (m:ludlng I'lla!ins powers) to the }Itsl'liil Ll:Her. Iorgd—
ting ll‘lt hunt. even wur]ﬂn_q for the Iost against Lumanlty. hideous as that is to
wnndzr. Is l['|cr¢ any lhing wecan clo wI’\:n lkat sort nla[)use arlszs? Slwuu we
I'Iavc some wrto‘ f_oc!e Ior dta[!n_qwlt!'l t|'|¢ corrupt, &angtrous or mdcl. or si’muu
we just try to stay out o[ I:iu{r way?

I[ you |1ave any suggqestions [or z[tlwr topic, ema!l tI'uem to me priv ate!y. r“

n:o“ate Il’w responses, compllz I:|1:m intoa ot.o:ummt and post it l'l!re to t[w Tﬂase

[l;t. We must all I\avt some ]'\e!p{u[ ar.lvlce or l;occ[ ruIes o{ tl'luml) to [o[[nw.
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Carin For vHe Pustic

Im rraﬂ)‘ ot sure that makins a list of ways to carmy out our clu{\); S
useful. Things change a lof and were all dif ferent people, whether chosen or
lost, | can appreciate that there might be some bifs and pieces that would be
hancfy for new recruits 1o know, but | cant |1e!P Mns that Teachers tme
might be beter spent qoing out and fryieg o heal the lost, Hell, how can we
make up rules about a Sifuation that we really dont even understand | quess
we all have fo follow our hearts,

One thing that! do want fo tak sboutis the public. As we all know, theyre
blind fo the real world, and any evidence that ‘ﬂinas arenotquiteasrealas they
appear Sends theminto a panic. | quess we were the same before. Ireally dont
Hhik thets fair onother foks. Lifeishard.Hs hard for all of us. Hsextremely
dif ficutt being chosen, butits no fwo shakes being lost, either, as far as1 can see
despite what some of them might fel you, Were 2l inferestedherein helping
the public, Even Driver 300, who seems 1o have some issues, won disagree
with me on that one.

Hs our responshiity fokeep fhemaut of fhisas muchas wecan Ay time we fal
fo.were ysstincreasing ther pan.| quess sometimes it sstisnt possble o hide whet
wed(i‘grrdn[ropk.hﬁab’forﬂv?ﬂt’iﬁirwﬁr&dhkﬁdﬁm
¥ou dort heve Yo qo and face down one of The lost in 3 bar. You can wart unfl
afferward in the parking lo1, when theres not many people around. Dont fhrk et
rusrbers provide any safefy, efther. Few of The st seem fo fhk fwice dboutis and
Fheyl defritely attack you in front of withesses, lprovdeam*mhp&.
youre 151 gong fo g people hurt,

Imsure youwonthe surprised foknow fhat! tak doalotof thedheritable as wel
a6 o the lost, and | have friends from al over. Ore of my friendsin the Midwest sa

bit impetuonss kind enough but e, e Spoken fo her about Staying ow ey, A Few
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weeks ago, she denided fo Speak o one of Thelost she sawinabar, She wenf over fo

ths gy and askedhowhe thedbeing dead, She doesnt heve the't deep questioning Thing
#het Teacher does. She was p5t curious. He srapped and started beating the shf oul
of her right fthere,

fsl.ressﬂ'\e!ocﬂs&inﬂike Sdneslqbeajihﬁupawmnmvwcan imagjne
what happened nexl, H furned into a damn brawl, The bar was more or less
wrecked, fen people went 1o the hospitel including my friend and the thing
wasnt even burt, The of ficial explanation the pofice gave was that he was on
erack. and everyone shook their heads sady at thet sort of frouble coming to
their fown. My friend put rine people in the hospital. Im really sorry for her,
bust its not fair on them, either.

Wehaveaduly fokeen outor the publics way. ¥ oucan fake thatasasubmission
FUW!S‘I'IFWJH%TEMH.

OrDinary Propis

Solomon sure stirred igp the hornet  mest recently hen ke asverved ki
Pkt 00 pass Gentense on someone ko es “merely himen. | not going to
COMMENE O ERRT, MOST) Locaiese [HOn T ENORRAAL [EAINE. But It ks made me
Wonder about comezhing ¢.ce. Do those of ke Who are dedivated to healing and
DIOLEBLING RitVe 1O FESTIIIT DUt [OSUE 10 MOKSTErs andl Dhelr Vistime

[ a5k for & simple reason: Suddendy, | ean heal,

1t % tneredible o me ust to type those Words. [ bas in he hospital, taking
# look around, When | heard the moise. The same one that stid “DEATH
LOOMS, ™ bhat seems (ke 50 long ago. Thk time It cald “MADNESS
FEEDS. "1t hiare like heos.. | mesn, it [iterally 1t lice comeshing s ksivg my
o€l & lowdspeaker. Then | can one of thove ligele guide cigns by the sievisor,
and [owear it suid *Foureh Fior: Parasitis Werd. " ken [ looted ageim, it s
“Boyshiarris Ward, " buc | had 4 precty good ies hers 20 go.

The pegoh Rard #as 8 (080NN kHIT, AN EAEIERAS & gt rd oK didty, but
R WAS ksleep, SHeaking past him, [chought | dreally lueked out, [shonld have
Known berter. [ probubly eoull have marshed past Aim pleiying & trimpes ind
fe @ kv ctayed ous.

[ Wenz down the hall, peeking inzo the rooms. Most Dere empry, but
Lhere RASTAIS 0khg NOMN I ONE, I [OUr-DOINE Festiaints. [Eried the door
AHAIE Was anlooked. She ic reallly pale and ker breath counded terrivle —
Thic 0ok, Dheezing g5y, | shesked her shart. [ Won & puc down her name.
11 s#ll her Jane Coe, | guess.

[ read 0K here AEOIE beoplt WhO kel by Breathing into other people
ORTAS, AH COMEHOR TAAT sounded [ie u Jood ides. When [2ried 12, It ceemed
50 WOrK — che STAITOL Breathing easivr. THet T Wken / heard somethivg [rom
AONK The kil — [Fom RROTAE! 00K WITH 41 ODEH 2001, 1T Lirhed 04L. [ 3rept
daok vo the door of the room | s i to [iiten becter, [t sounded (ike people
REFUIRY, COMELRInG like:

“Sitow some resvrains, Mishedl. | don't sare mboic your preferences.
THatt ir! s HOE cOMe Wino isow ca enpty and dissard, Do/ have to remind 4ok
2hat We dok & sontrol her ister yer 7 Curelesiness san kit s # lov, We have to
maineain appearanses. "

Thett keardcomeons elee. [suppoce iz s “WMichell, "vinee it ias e Homan,

“Get ofFmy buek, Koy, lfousaid yoursefhes sicter 0ec 100 t0ugh 10 8/ oK.
We e 1ot going 10 20E10/ her NITAOUE 4 1w Threat. A hedr-death experience for
dear, Jane chouid doiz. "

“Aclong as iz condy near. Fronkly, | woonserned. Theiniviative itk
Olat Welghbors [s going poorly. [ didn & ant to have to bring in an expert. |
SerTail Comeons Is WeTehing ke alveady, | don's Nans Jane s cister on 4
rempage Cheokgh here,

“Were you this much of & pucsy When yow ere alive T

>

There Was & thimp and & slecter, and thern Mivkele spoke Again,
apologizing. | froze when | realized one of them Was leaving. [t Was e
dostor from the emergensy room, “Rog, " | suppoce. He stormed past.

“Wishelle "same out arber— the [reakich wirce [cal that Wight, too. They
MAUCT kvt beeh up 00 & 108 48 She hospital. [heard them go ofF down che kal!
AR L0k & [00€ Tn Lhe neXs room. The Doman there Was hert as Well, so /
Aeiped ket too, | tAIE,

8o now / Wonder wbout 4 fot of things. For oke, there seeme o be some
Lie betileen the TR0 growps of creatises ({take the “weighbors "tobe the dead
42 the semetery ). [ don s like the cound of “bringing in sn epers. " Maybe
[ SONSERTIATEA OK it WrOKG Brobiem, O &idn T recognize It &5 Ba7T of # bigger
problem. Could the hospita! s MORSters be using the Ones in the graveyerd to
provide more vistins T Or to drai attention #oay [rom themseles?

And miy oK guestion is: What do [ do o vhut [ san hiea! people ¥

Wise It only on the vietims of monsters T Mayde that s the only people it
Wilwork on. Doee It Work againct Hikess, 100 T How many &ids i somas
could | help Witk this%

Zuen i/ omly 2o It onse & diy, 1 20RIH caive ERITTY Kl & WONTR, 1700 Mty

mOKGTery 0w { really g, and Would more prople benefls from it 3

STRAYEGY AND T ACYICS

To: hiunter. ict@hunter-net.oty
From: driverd 00

w The New Sﬁﬂﬂegq

1 v taled Wich i growp and | ve shown chem what | sin do. Before | tell
You Wit e decided, | 1L I1ke to thant yok il for our ahswers and adovee, | got
dozehs of aaWers OR bOth sides Of the guestion, and though [san only pisk one,
[etill appresiase the IREIEHE eash of you ks given e, Even if'{don & deside the
Wity you o, It Wes LT Bortk 2.

1t alearto we that my hewling itk Is from the seme source that glves
s our other powers. Where elce sould it be from3 | enine |'ve developed 2t
Desause | have an agenda, 10 deal Witk these WalEing dead. | san 't think
TRAT ARl DERCIDIENT Rensyy WOKIL WANE 10 see The vulnerabie surler, no
MATTer WART he sause of Thelr infuriec. (Inelibentally, [ haven s been abie
0O Wit Wl e B4/11Y Work against fliness. Am/doing comething wrong 7))
Since the dead do 6o Wich kart gainst people, | on't see mich of' &
aonfse: 11 e my wbility to ik their evli.

Seecifleadly, /b giing prio/ty to the 00hers it i groug, Whether they
L IRt STREIS WOKGT /Y OF I some Other capacity. Wich our new colltetive
Loy o et beter, We e planning 10 stap i o plans, hoperuly againet both
losations. (Inoidencally, With more nvectigation We Ve found that one of the
SALEREEIS B Dhe Jraveqent ki Somerhing [i€e black blood wnder is sk, ke
SOMe peoplt heve have decsribed With “blood cervents. " e Wec right under our
Hoves. W Hever tholaght abous (ooking a2 kit RITh the sight becaise he belonged
shere and only vicited during the dayl)

Here & the other deeliion — and ler me soress chat We reached thic
vogether. | WAHOL Joing 10 pus miyst/f i diress dawger anymore. [knou It counds
ONARAlY, A4 IE [k s0RRILlY, bt Tt Just makes cence. [ san hewl the otkers, but
o miysell: [ i dead, [ean & do snythivg for siqdod. 8oty kew role ic £ind
o den movker, "/ guess.

My neitfbund importanse to the group I pushing againet the berriers [ ve
B 10 feep Decheen i [Rmilly nd i Hew £Uocasion. | be tntrodicced miy Wire
i daiaghiter 20 the peoble i my growp. ( Belleve we, chaziusn & easy. ) They
(s family Jdon & now that my “wewHends "have eyr o our hodce ok, but
don’t Nenz one of'them dying beswisce he sowldn & get o me a5t enoigh or
Deanuse ke Was & SOmPIETe CLrange.




So, our new trasegy is for me vo stayy buok and forvify, providing # sefe haven
Tlor the rect of the growp. We Te trying to sehedide come mors declsive actions. [ be
Hearihy £ s0ver 8 1etress and provide [T ald. LKET then, We e making Lol Roles.

One of them gave us #ll keys 10 her place, ac Well. Wniike me, che
lves I the olvy, slocer to Where the “#stion " Ie. /e aivo rented wn
BPRITWERE LREE s KO E00 olose, but ctll] Kearer Lo doWKLOWK. SO that
Mdkes Chree hiding places — our W0 homes ahd the 4partment. At eack
Ohe, We e keeping the [O/loNing:

— At lewst one shotgunor pltol and tio boxec of skellk. ( Ohe of the group
ACSlrec e LheY san e traced back L0 him. 176 Nus the Ok hy DIf2 ceemed leas?
Insltned to belleve Was & “Thiend from the gym. )

— A flrst-aid &g

— Flares { Thants for the advice, Fame. ]

— A flre extingudsher

— Pepper sprey

— Several gus mases

— Biuosulers with night vision. Thanks fo comeone & iurmings (1 dow't
rememberine ) i ¥ iy themal ot the same place. [don EXHOU that reallyitoveid
S0 e MONTTOed i 8 POV " il eiement " Or KK Seckr, BT becter safE CHan oy,

Can anyone chink of seurt' ! m micsing £

Guinsungs

Tlmnlq‘ a” o{you' Eor nl[ your comments nnt{ wsgcsllo‘ni ]'w now gol my Iina[
llsto{cuggeslzd gul\:ltlinﬁ, |ortj1r pwple on Tr1 age, at leasL ]‘w Lrizcl to !.aLza lxa[anczd
view acros mrycmebs opinions. Sn'zral o{yuu c!tsasreec{ Wl[]'l M(I‘l cl:{'!:r ona nurnlxr al
points,a ncl wl"m l]'lall'las ;mppznocL l.w ctt]urgom wu]1 I]'ne majority opinion or Lniecl
to pi:La stanceapproxima Lc[y mlc["way. | havetreated ity ownviewsas x[t}wy lxlangecl

CHAPY LR 2: SAYING SQULS

toa dnn{ party,so I}\zu.; no nztcll.o{ear t}ml l}\ls s my persona [ mani Iesto‘ In [a:.l. fJ‘ICN.Q
one or bwo tj1:n5§ [ ra.l.|1tr OL'jocl toin F}ll‘t Tedc}lers are l:ralnecl in l]'lat sort o{ Joulﬂl:-

L[lln!ung, Mosl o[ t}!is isa umnlbl nation o common sense, u![—pmwallon .nm:l caring,
L-ut it mwrl‘mrﬂtospc“thlngou!. Nud[d&lﬁmy. l]'m isn.taazt cl[n.:les. Nome fsqoing
to punish you for ignoring l]'l.¢11'l — except for the universe, peri'mp;.

1. Do remember that we re here to fu-[p others.

I_Iopelu“y we.vz aﬂ Leen clloszn to ]'u:lp te t]‘lose in n-:ecL ]’lsz\rir we sz[tc!
lllem. “ you can Lezp tl\al at tl\e Lu!cltolycwr mind at a.[l times, ynu.“ retain your
perspective and balance.

2. Do not expose oti\m to L'Idnger.

You ihaulcl not delll\emte[y p[d(f o!]’leﬂ. in I‘larm.s way or mantpu!ale
.:.nol]';zr person to place I'nm in \{.mser. !llg wrong. \)”ou ;houlJ try to chep liu
gamrat pu'a[i{ 1mm LEI"B uposz& to tl‘l( am[;lm{ TI'IIi is not l[li: same mwarklnﬁ
inateam openiy with other chosen,

3. T:"\-r not to seem tj\reatmlng to the alflicted.

Thu isa matter o[ w[[-prﬁcr\ration. He!pmg tI\e penitent means emH I.5I'I_
ing a rapport wn|1 l]1em. am{ tjlat means a ngru oi openness and hontsty is
nzedtd. Suci‘lmnlacl may [}! thrtatznlng to manyo[ l}uaiﬂictccl. 0 [ae an genL[c ar:c{
:u'Dtlt as tI'lt situation warrants.

4 Lool( after yourﬁe[Eam’l be cautious.

“-_.-ou v{c not L.sltz 30&1 care n[yu-.:m“. you wi“not survive Iong_ H you 1:!I|:. you
cannot l‘ltlp anyone. Bt cartlul. stay crulo! unnecessary ciﬂn qer; cat ml! aml try tostay
[lL R.elaxat{on ttc[\nlques or vitamins mighl l'u:Tp o com!}nt L]u stress you are unclcr

5. Beware temptation.

Power corrupts Il'\- ac [[cl\é. l)ut that .‘ioﬁnll mean Il‘s not tju Lﬂ.lt]l. “ an ouzr
seems too _qood or too tempting to be true, sad to say it pm[\i“y is. Sta;r cautious, and

c{o not !cl your mcr.\I pri ncip[cs l’x comprom iﬂ:nl. Yc'u are I'ltrc W ]’1![ ps notto mun:iz r.

o Wy,




To: hunter.list@hunter-net.org
From: cabbie22
Subject: Re: The New Strategy
Your list sounds pretty good. Have you given any
thought to getting alarms for your places? Or reinforc-
ing the doors and windows? I know, you probably don't
want your house to look like a jail, but hopefully some
attractive iron grillwork will slow down even the worst
of them. Too much may give you away, but it's some-
thing to think about. I've seen some nasty home
defenses that you wouldn't notice until it’s too lare.
Oh, and something I just thought of, food, fresh water
‘and candles. Did you catch that story out of Okinawa?
L When the flickers closed in, they cut the power. If your
“house is on enough land of its own that they can mount a
| siege, they might cut your water, too. Or worse.
Subject: Re: The New Strategy
From: memphis68
- To: hunter list@hunter-net.org
So let’s see, the “new strategy” is the rich white guy
hides out paying rhe bills while everyone else does the
dangerous work and gets killed? Man, sounds like the
_old_ strategy to me. But if this healing works the way
you say it does, it's also the _smart_ strategy. You're
probably a lot more good to your people patching them
up after a fight rthan getting under their feet during it.
As for your hidey-holes, have you thought of maybe
mmecash in there? ] assume you'd think of some-
thing that basic, but a lot of times it’s the basics we take for
granted. Also, if you can get some phony ID's, I'd have a set
ftrwcryonem&le;;mp Passportswouldbe best—though
if you're in the South, you'd have a long way to go to get
anywhere outside the U.S,, except maybe Cuba.

Dutt[u[. Orizof s, 0meone inh‘ka in ]'chping

otjicﬁ.. A saver ci SWIE':. a conlessor, one 0[ tl'lz chari lal)'[z.

l' ‘lealu_.n'mis t]'urﬂgn orapuwn Wl'noi'l&ﬂi'l( power
tchm1 wvuncls. w}ut"lefl'm Ispu;uredto cioworno!.

é. Rermcm[xr tl\o‘-z who need [\z[p most desire sll:af,\_

You areqeingto [e\ce a Iolo{extrtmc I'lostll ity a nci vio[t noe wJ‘uen you try to rtchem
c]emons. ” you expect it and p[an ‘or it, you kaw_ a !Dettﬂ' c!‘mnct oi surviving it

J Donlt descend into crime.

A[II‘IOIJQ;'I t!u: 1aw 15 O!ltn used against us, am{ }ms c{ten |:\¢¢n uu:d to L(tp
peop[c supprzsszcl. itissti ll acornerstone ul socicty. you wi ” l‘ld ve to Inrealc li‘lt ldw.
perhap& ohzn. Do not use \his asan excuse to commitcrime !or its own sa]ﬂc. That‘s
a s!1pper}r s[opr t[’mt [eac[s to corruption.

8. Respzcl and work with other chosen.

All[‘lough youwl“oitm d{sagreewitiw!}wr:w}mhaw 'bem ;au.ad e po-ss[Hy
allofthem dutyou meet — rcmember that l]'uy‘rc going l}u'vugi\ thesame l|‘||r15'; you
are, and that Ll'ucy want to |w[p the wor[d‘ too. When we work asa team, the whole
isla T, !ar greater 'Li'mn l!‘n: sum ol 'Llu: parts. Wor!cl ng thh OL['lm wl“ SAVE your ii}e.

9. Da not work with lunatics.

Ti‘u[s {sastresslu [ ca[lins .mcl wecan go rnal-.{ or Lw.mmz [mt in ourown power.
Ty tohelpany dutiful whe has gone insane or become corrupt, butdon twarkwith
Li'nrm or trust lhem. [l may I(l[l yOou.

10. Retaina caullaus[y’ open mind.

Donbl assume an .:I"lclecl is l)eycncl J'Ielp = l:lut .Ian’z trust tl'u‘m ouln_:ght
wI‘len t!‘h‘)‘ arise, T]’;ey ]'mve l;wug"nl as prz\iamrs [or a Iong time. Suy opcn—mlncch
and ol:serve. Actions sme loucfacr Ll'mn wor&s

11 Hzai l‘!‘luse wL‘to neecl it

“ you Llave tI'le power to I1¢a[.. Jo not lw averse tousing it ”you are pl‘EPaN({
to, plaw t[\e sign Ior [‘lea[ing. 1'!- you Lnow it, on your c!oor {orot[‘ler cl\osen to see. lt
mlgiﬂ save a lmc, and s:wmg]wes 15 w[lal !t.s a[! .:Eout.

12. “ you nezJ to LI”, Le swilt.

“ a Lt{ng lxas to Lw i(l.”zcl. Le qmclc am:l rm:NtIul.. not crue[.

In ddc!lli(‘l‘l to ll'lz Suidilﬂ‘lﬁ [muci aLovt‘ i.zwrd[ pmplc sent me signs lJ'mt
l[’h‘}f couu Il1-c3rp[lml:r!>-I recognise wkzn tl'my I‘lmrc{ tl‘tc cau. or !}ml l]‘ley i‘l-!\-’f
diswwm\i since. I.\'r compi [cd tl'ncsc too, as an extension to I['th clomment. as ll‘my
wt" cl.ou!:i[ess 1.1e o[ »;rltlca! importance (n co"orc[tnntlrlg our e"orts. I umlcrstood
thzse #igns wl‘urn [ saw TI‘lcm, w{\ic!\ I LI'I!HL means Ihzy‘re qenuine, even l{ my

immwdia!z cornprelﬂcnilon [rif.‘_tl'lti:ns me a Iitl[e.

Prn itent. One oi ti-nc a Eﬂ (-:lerI w |10 wmp«lhtn

wil]‘x us anclwlwal:*tams !I’Ol‘l‘l ICi“il‘lso! !‘TOI'I‘\ causing

L)zmon. A piyciwﬁ. orma[(cimamtcled l‘}mr
Jz[lg!ﬂs in caustng pain, a:'n:l is Ix‘yond !’m!p.

C’oo{l Sarn.n ritan. Ol’\t og l}:ose poor 'bysta mi(rs
wll]\outanyo[our protections, Lmt w]’lo is pnparec! te Ly an a{ﬂmlcn{ in pain w{la c{esln:s I‘mlp Lul (.loes not |
he[p in wﬂ:i1 I.Lm service,

|
|
|
|
|
|
unnmecestary llz\rm. :
|
|
|
|
|
|

Tormcnucl T!’I!S {mli‘,akzi tl\earc& s ircquenlzll

l:naw [\ow to r(dci'L out ‘or it Su:h souis are u[tzﬂ

clemg:rous, Mﬂz wou ncizc] Animah




Thg BLavany AND YHE SuBYLE

4 like to put the Borld best together clow end easy. | really Would.
Everything Would be stronger for /2,

[ don & ehink We have AT lukury.

[yuess/sen thelp Wm{-fyoﬂf/awpm.mmxu disease, [mean, | mnot
4 Aosr0r, it | EHO0 LGS ke SOMEOKe has & Wil InTeotion, cometimes it hest
Lo treat it 0ith bed rest and lovs of (luids. (f'che boy flahts ofY vhe disease on its
WK, OF Witk & 22l Siditle help, ¢ © coronger in the long ik,

But you san’t 4o that if'the infeetion i cevere. lou have 20 wse lots of'

drugs, lotcof treatment — Rhkaterer It takes. [ comething hes the shance 10 get
better onits OWK, 40w san try o help. Buz here /am— and| monly teling for
Wiy WK pArE Of Wy OOW 8ty — The Woril doesw & huve that shance. Left #lone,
s problem ls only goinyg to get Worce ahd Worve.

Maybe 1t s # guestion of peripestive, [ wy group fosused on # single
Sreatise — OKe dead PESON Th The graveyard, sl — mairhe e 2044 Wore 4

CHAPY LR 2

IATRSKIOUS EIRRSTOIMALION Rikere the WOKCTE! cecs the error of It Hays and
g0e5 ofY 2o heaven like Patriok Skayze o the end of “Ghost. " Meybe. But
Dhek ok see Oke choot & 1[Etle girl in sold blood, It's herd to believe in that
£ind of'salvation.
[ k't take that slose, pervonal perpestive. There & Juct too meny of'
Them. Ufes, | sire Ome MONSTEIS 12 I mo1e! f1ey 2005, Blat the people inthis
ity didn T aak forekic surve, they don t deserve fe and they Te suering terribly
from 7z, They re the mora! Wkive zone, and miy 35t dity & vo them.

Tike & thing e Dostor Koy, the baby-cating obsterrisian. 100 long
WOui 1t take to renadiiivare him 2 [ he s hindreds of years old, [souid die o ol
g before [ tuen him around. Or Miskelle. The ehings she ceemed to be doiny
£0 people I LAAE Poych Ward, | ke 60 EAIKE ke § 200 [ fOKe L0 eitr Wik ke
Wy busk to What We 4 sall & ctandard of good.

2o you mistrust sweeping gectures? Too bed, [ guess. | think what 24
Ttuation calle for v # blRREEt sile, HOU & S8¢e-Dif-0408 LESESTMEAT.

Anyoneinshesoucheastern i, S, Woagrees, contact me. | niooking fors pien.

h something peaceably if you're dressed in riot gear?
b to my house saying “I want to talk this out reasonably,”
1s like ornaments on a Christmas tree, | sure wouldn't let him

il e fact is, these things don't need to carry guns and wear armor if they can 2 re
fheir eyes. We need to even the odds.
then 1 know I'm going to see something that trips the sight. Even if I'm just g

Frn

stomper combat boots.

weight, h:gh-lmpact plastic ones for soccer, and they' rer
a shifter’s jaws, but you'll be glad you're wearing them <
X a garbage-filled alley at night, odds are you will trip and&
pair of combination rollerblade kneepads and knee supports. T
and metal support struts on the side. Not only are they nice lf
r knees out from the side with a kick. These babies cost me §
ery. Besides, it was worth it to see the look on a blood fuck' £

P

e w:igh:-belt suspender rigs when I'm out. You never know when you's

like a slipped disc or a hernia to cramp your &

ng stuff. Sometimes I've even camed a pair of roll
asecond look If you know for sure that you're going to ﬁght.,
n guards, the kind hockey players use. Ask anyone who works in
d up. These aren't real subtle, though.

gluxﬁ. But ifyouémt wearing gloves already, you're pi

Rollerblade, I put on a helmet. If I'm not planning to talk,lput :
uppe: mdlowetmdhasanauholemthem:ddle.l’velostwethfmm ipa

" ed) Yandantwantto.
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Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: deliver me

because of mine enemies.

Psalms 69:18

Hunrer Retrrions

Sul)jl:[: W]'mt B{ruls u;

Fmrm: teacl‘l:rl'?i

Tn: Lﬂagl.ltst@?!mntﬂ—nuorg

fn LI'I.wry, everyone here on the Trla5¢ list has somtll'ning in common —
W¢'r¢ Ii'lc ci\ﬂriuue. nnci we were ca”ccl to Ltlp case pain dnl:[ 5ul{:riu3. II'I
lheory. wi au l(now am{ L!Ilt\-'t tjml. ftls one o[ th: [«w lf\ingswt can a“ agree
on in some capacity. In {act. you cou[d say It.s our Jellnlng :hara:lcr(st!c. By
now, W¢‘r¢ a[io aware t[‘m{ l!lt{t are otJ'ier groups amongst l]'qc Lljo;en. qroups
t[\at I’lavz tlulr own (:l:[tnlns concepts just as we have ours. A lul ol thc c[’\osen
say l]hlt sucl\ c[lﬁerences ol perspective are part o[ lI’l: JM.esscnger; p[an — part
of inns i'n.rman, as npposcd to tIu: l!‘iings in l]'ie woru tLalan inkuman. Ot}‘u:rs
Ite! lhdi su:I’n Jiﬂertnc:s are accldtn{al. a remII oI c[lﬂerznl pﬂriona[ilizs, not
aclual{ammon c‘!ennmmalow sooner or [aterw:lu llmlc-ul t[‘ml tlmse grouping
are justa l:rna:l colncl&encc. Wz‘vc Lun li'll‘oug;i a“ ul tl'lose cl[scus;ions Lt{ore‘
and I'm sure we'll wra ng!e over it again.

Whetl’lcrc‘i{fer:nl lempernment:andol&jutivtsfn ll’le caHingare inten—
tlona[or acctc}enla{cloesnll mal(zahugzammnlu[e’l“znncc, tI\ougl‘l. ” lheyare
lntznllonul‘ we a[l Elavc apartto p[ay as a part o{ tlw plarl. ”t[‘ley.rt ac:lc{enta[.
no one has any dtl{nilivc ANSWET, us lnclucttd. Eitl‘lcrwﬂy. I don‘t muc}u:an. [
Imvt to Lc[lcvc d‘mtot!‘n:t cl'mstr! are canndera[ﬂly les‘j l!l«Iy te Ll“ me tI‘lan are
li‘le dm{f.tt&. ancl Dll‘l!r (119;:11 unclzrslam‘l t[\e true nature o[ LI‘|¢ worIcl. T]’lat
maLn us natura{ aIIlts. even Lclou you accept lI‘tal we a” want to mal« a lxktnr

worl(I, in our various ways.

We. l]‘w charlla!}[c, ]‘m\rea lol to o“.er inour mission, anrl wecangatna [ol
[rom :-l['nrr qroups, too. ltls au a malterol ltl'lcrwlng }mw tudca[wlth t!um. rw tcH
you al:\out my |:{[§nsl.mus [Irsl Eoray in wor](mg \v:th otlur clmvsen. anC{ rvc men—
hontcl lEmtI ]'u.we 4 new group ol pcop[c W{I om ! wclrL w{th. Belwten rtﬂ[ [I{t anni
I'lunt"' net, I‘Ve come into wntactwlt!’s p(ﬂpl[(“’ld'l a Iolo!clt"crcnl pi‘nlmnpl‘ms
ON our purpose. Itlﬁ nmmu:llcll[[zrtnt toa Farent_(. Evznmgauhnqhwl lere.are
wayﬂol‘bﬂngouttl’u’&\eir(n everyone, Itall.‘omesc{own to[\m:[{mj :ommongrauncl.
TI\.&LI; what we try to do with the penitent, and wltI\ et]ur chosen whe lall apart
at t|1e seams. Tlmt.!- w['ml we slmu[cl try to Jo \‘\l’ll!‘l mul\ ol['ler, too.,
Subjech Betfiog Mooy
Tt fragelstehunternetorg
Frome ncer 235

Hry tohely everyone | can without passing sadgment on fhem. Hs the ordy wey
Thave lef 4o me. H frustrates me sometimes thet so few of the others cnsee the
vahe nreachingout and trying to feach alessonina positive way with encoragement
andlove, rotwith fists quess afler al this tme, | st dort play oo wel withothers,
Thet doesrt mean b rot going fo do whet ! can 1o el thoughs

Ryencers

Wllzn Imy ll'lﬂl otherchosen are ltﬁ !.il(zl)r to l(l" me, ”m\fe to admlt ll‘lal rl!'l
not entirzlyf.zrt.a'ln aLoul !j‘u mt!il.ant [rot;\tr'i, Frdhl([y. t]1¢y mdlu me nervous at the
best of times. W}un I |1m sr.arm! out, IWa\. cltsp-rr.:tc Iormntaclwl:lﬂ anyone wlw
uncicﬁtooclwi‘ml [ was goi ngd'xrougl’n, wi'lic;'l '\WI‘I'{I pusiw.d my n.:lur.:! unease o lIIr
La:l( DI my minc! dn& .:ssurtr.i myse ” if'lat IWas clca[f.ns wil]'l masonaut pvaI:. Yme
a!rmc’y Lnow !ww LI'I.&[ experiment ¢m:]etj. l.ve }‘lds{ private email.& [mm a [ew ol you

out t}lcrc lz"ing me tj'ul you'w I\-!J simllar experiences.
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[Lls I'mrcl worl( trying to l:rrlng tI‘lz a”llclccj ]:\a.cL: to lI‘lt [ﬂ[d Il.( rcduy
not mmle any easler !:“; a [mw[lns Lurlalic wItF\ a Lig l‘[::Kbln at me, f'm a
Ll\ral’sl’ing penis su betitute qun wlw intists on M.‘mlng away at ewryt]’ung
in ;Egi‘ll to ma]ﬂ' up tor |'li\ own impotence. Yﬁ_ I suppose L['lzy.re gcod at
ltgl\tmg_ .\ne! ol course ] d try to E‘tea[ the weund'« ol one. “ an a{”ictec{ [ms
to bl: condcmnn{ = ancl we .a“ ]<_now l[\at many of t]‘lem are l:eyonc! our
abi[ilits .1m4 time tosave, even t{"w‘tdun‘l ISL; ln_admii.il — someone I'Il:ﬂ{i
te e[iminatt it lrr:[ort it [’tarms any more peop]t. T}ut means you nuc{
someone to do t]’le Jlrt;« worL. To my rn1nJ. that.s whal l]’lﬁ-tt Lutcl‘l!rs are
for, to talw out tl\c 3‘|rl3.\3e ¢’A\3 wll]’\ any otJ’wr Ira!-l'l man, l]’!OUS!‘I‘ I
waulcln‘l rnca“y want to invite one inte my [wme.

The soldiers amonqus 7eel they have a purpose, ¥ndevﬁﬁpeor,!el\y¥a&h3
the attack fo the lost without really thinking about it thsst going out there and
kil nordw’rc-sawi‘rwedc-Fm.T‘wis'nwrrrywﬂwor‘mdvhm!wshﬂw
P war, mﬂrﬁ* ask questions later, Never mind that the person youre frying o kil

mightnot want foldlyou, Theresro time o find out becauseif youhesitate,
coud be dead. | understand that way of Hhinking, and ! know how fotally wrong it
&Buﬂ'w*dm&iwi’-weﬁdawﬁr I saw the error of my ways and
managed fo correct myself, and Im mi‘mSSpec‘aL If {can do it, anyone can. and Il
keep #yrﬂ Yo ease these people away from violence, xst as | would with 2
requar person or one of thelost, | willsay fhis. though &—w*umeemng
o work with soldiers. They won? Heabeseat, and ey play along with you
before Yurring psycho'k, as Teacher learmed,

Derenpers

Sonltlimes. I I'zaw: cl{“iculiy le“ln_q {]u‘ ml[itants anc{ tln protectors apart,
Sometimts l]'ney 'rca” [ml‘]‘m rs. Norrna“y thatls in t|'1c ‘ace o{. some sc\rtnl atrocity,
dﬁoug}a. ” somﬂl‘ung pus]‘nes 1F:esc pfop[l. l]:ﬁr n:lon‘t E‘hesltate to pus}l Lac]( — wtl]‘l
extrems \'lolin:: Be{ore r]'ml I'mppzn(. protectors can seem more reasonal:!e T!‘leir
main concern is 1oolnng alter 1.E'I|.' pmptz l[u:r care Ior. f cdn‘l Eaull. l[mL f;l‘lﬂi{ to
dtdicalr my .:[[nrls to hc[pm-z Oll'ltl'ﬁ. tl'lc n”[l;tcd a m_{ anyone e[sz in pain, in part
at least l\umuse ] Emw ne .;[o-t iamlly “nn amlcmi is tru[y pcnltm.l.nncl c!ocw‘ not

l atlempkm !'l.\rm peop[e, ]'1.' ors]‘u‘ si‘lﬂuM I\nw nﬁ.l'nn\q Lo }c.\r [rom proltckors, wI‘n!cF\
ts more than can be satd for other militants.

Tl‘lc protectors are pretly casy to-worl:wlL[l. to my experience. Tl'ne'_r.r:
net m"y partisu lar!.;r Ls;n to gt inte a hslu.t thrrtc wiuxag:wi_:plore
p[ausiut altunatwcs. Vou just mtet! o rcmcml\cr'll‘lat llutr primeconcern
is going to l}e t]’!eir [aml[y or }nenCIS or scmetl‘lln_g else I'nzlld c[n:ar‘ and t]'lat
l!‘my may Jc:{&z your p.:rhcu[ar situation is Iess s!gnll{cant. In w!‘nicl‘l case,
you.re qui‘l and c{ry

When the dust setfles. shooting 1o kil is shooting o kil There are other
waydo;to*ec*%lmp‘r ,ac!l.r1uvl? 1?50!(1‘9]@*%@4 of harms Swaty fostart
with, Moving themoutof the areail C!W Fre-a‘iﬁﬁd;»r&:a&rg & wouldbe
attacker that it doesnt need to cause any frouble, M least the quardians amms,
uS dont usually rise up and srike withaut Some sort of provocation. ! thirk of
them a bit fike raﬂ!esmkes lethal and untamed, but no problem as long as you
I'E‘E)Ichf them and “‘ie-r around.

Inmocenrs

Medieval poets had a name for these folk — moon—struck. Tl-ucybrc
La!.\nczc{ on a line Iinc !’\atwcrn ]'wlinn\- ﬂI1CI loa!lsimﬂs, anc] ft'i a very
[‘mrd p!ﬂid to Ee. ercl |‘e 1ml w:t[‘mut l}u'm \Viﬂ[e We-re 0“ trying to
]v(zep as many d”[lcted as |m_uil:>!e will‘nn IE‘:: fcope D{ l\umanltr. t[w'_rbre in
l!'m I)a-:l(grmlncl. trying to l:a..'p us on l]:e -.lral_qllt anJ narrow. Thcy.r:
aiwaysopllm!stic. alwny; trusting, a[mosl cln'IcI—liI(a. How o{len ilavc you
seen A qroup o[ ovcr-[ocuscc{ ralionn[uls COme up wll]‘! a s:l'-zm-r or pl-!n
t]1al‘s 50 ovaus[y insane 1}151‘ €ven a I:.[”l(! l:ouu see through 1t? [t.-, ll'ur

same Wl‘l?li‘i\"-r }'C‘lllrf t-\]L-n:{ |1L_‘Out .‘IilIC‘ﬁ[ autl‘mrllles. munagemcnl com=

-




mittees, government Lodics or any q']\,er ccntctlon o{ “exptrh.h T!’:cy ta Iu
50 much lor 5rnnlcd. 1[1:}- nvtr[ool&.tfw :raclﬂ;. TE\: Hes;cd are kl'llrt to
rzmtm;l us ol LI‘;: slrl'lplt slc‘[c ol rca.Itt;y. By questiening comptiiatcd Idcai.
Vlo]mt nlu:: anJ thmss_tj'la: seﬁﬁ__','&iwét;i t'o't{l_: Lloocllhmty. thr moon—
struck g0 a [ong way tdward La_(bm‘_g us truly h;:wan. [t's all too easy to
denigralz {['n:m as Hm_c] ioo[s. . ana lt's'-a cr{tt:a[ mmaLz. ” ;.rou‘ve ever
seen one of the blessed talka mat{'man:down, you'ci Fnow whatl mean. One
ni my current group is lllcc. l._E\ls. nr;d_!";...'l' .rapic”yl‘kt.comins our most impor=
tant p!anner. | wouldn't tra;ctc'l'lﬁh_.ga-r a db’z.c.r"t soldiers.

The wideeyed among S are good people Theyre prone o Feelng hur bt
arent we a7 Theyre real qood listeners and they come up with Some of the best
st youl Find. e fherr,

Junges
1 Imow tI’mt t]u drl)ltzn wou[cl IIL:( us to {ollow t|1:|r [Eﬂll{. Tluy

dppreciatﬂ w}mt we can c[o' most 0[ I|1: time, l:ul th:y seem Lo I'la\.w (]11!.
mexplunue expectation ti‘lal it s!wu[d Lz on lhclr terms. ” l was fust starting

to ]'mcd tI‘It CAH ancl one ol t[‘lese P“‘Bl‘ was mr aulclz I (I
[ucl(;r It's cxtmzly easy to pass rcspor&fl‘;i[lty up lI'u ]tnz Thkmptatton to

sidcr mysc”

let someone s[st mnl:z the decisions — mJ deal with the gmk W"hn thlngs g0
wrong — {5 comptl[mg I !

Claim ng the rin:tt.o decide wl\o;lves and dies Joesnot necessa'u{y make
a personcorrect, thaué\ | admire their s‘h'zngth o{chara:&r and their rtolw to
clo w]’ml !.I'lty clo anJ h{on tenvy tl\ﬂlﬁtl‘lzn‘ tasL l}ut&Lz)« clor\ ta[wﬂﬂ I'lave
ase I.l_ar asense ol Li'nz polg_'ltla[ [or savi ng l;le a“!{clﬂi@; we clo. Buause t&y re
alani:racu:J [ram lI’u &a“i'_.ﬁg l)y that onz}lrna” mea!;ili;. -lI'L;Irljluggm_chcu’\ be
clouded o uncertain, And that's a miner concern. Even, l_n{orz. wc_‘lt,né'\i that
justice Louu f-!IT and ptop[t were wrougly lmprisoncd or con&:n;nzcl It's not
just an arbiter who's affected Ey the rtsuitso! a wwngca” — itcould be you or

ll‘le ong you I'lopz to save.

The cops amonq usseem to Hm!lﬂfyve 11he vision o decide fife and
death, Thats no different then the brass lsewedmder and they were
meSSedup.*m-

Marryes

rm going to !n ]'mnest will‘n you. l {lm:l some oI us c]cpresslns. ! I(rlow
t}tat sounc!s intd[el‘aht. ancl I Lnow {Iny can l:z generous, le:[, scH-
;Mrili:lns people. l:mL ll\zy seem to operate [rorn suclﬂ a l:lcalt position.
whal‘! ll\E point O! IOC‘I(U'IS |nr pain? i hope I spca]( EOI’ most 0{ us WI'I!I'I I
say l]'l.n lranLIy, our goa[ is an optimistic, [lie-a{[lrm{ng one, not a nega—
tive, mtghl— tll—dle one. | want to |1¢Ip the ai“lclec’ a
w!m I'Itl:C[i Il (”l:tlvt a way as poane. Runn q myit“ ingo lI'lt

grounc[ scems [l](r. a pretty poor way oi 1:[0{1'15 it

;t({al. Dn[)l' iul&hmalec{. ancl t
WH}l t!um, I‘rn ot ||:lnowlng l|1(

cl{e — a[t;mugh

w it in order to I'lt[p others live.

vahelfe nothersudess youvake itn
ob ection o the quit complexes. Asde from et theyre as frea
FulGaSymcmH}qr fomeet,
Yistonaics
‘.Couu it l}e pusii'ule thalall s](in-:hanqcrs are laorn wtt]’l qram{pa r=

Thatsmyorly
o”ﬂ’b‘kug

ents ol at 1¢ast lhrtt :{rflmm natlondllttti Al‘t zom!ﬂ:s particulnr!y

CHAPYER 3:SOULMAYES

Int:restc& in clrug a:iclicks Dozs tim maost e[{cmw action consist n[ t}!
Wu Wti. Joing notl‘llng? I |1a\'¢ a.nc-!l'lcr question {cr l[‘lt naw['g&wri
WI'lerl you see a Hoodwcl«r ilanc{in_q inan a“zy. m[\lﬂng i‘ltl’ ‘Jcnc{ Fhmrl
out l:n:caui: SF\:IE Jtip(rdk ior !oad l:ul :[zspemlr not to Imrl peop[. does il

matter |[ tI'l: leﬂ{:l‘ are Irom A’{-r

li'wught to llu ovcra“ sonI of our miision. I “ even admit L!mr. il someone

ZS someone J'Id o qi\"{ some

lurnni {’uir musing into a r_lcar Ansﬁ-l-Il'r 01 F\ow Ilu ai”ltl:& came to l:'z «1nJ
w!‘mtwe can clo to I’IC{P r:versz_!}l: process;my grdtitudc wou[d [‘.z !nlinitc
Bu{ 50 Ia r, it seems pretty upliLely.

Clet t;'lem on t|1¢ sﬂ-c.ct dnc{ l!‘ltS( :I‘lmn can Em I‘.[\c most aggravating,
[rueratlng, i\’(l(.tl’lll’lsvi{;ll[ ei.us Tl'lzy.rt li.mzuy everat I‘lol'ut T]’le)« spcml 50 mu;]‘l
time w:tl‘n fJ’leir ﬂ; in t]u :loucls and*nq inane questions lhal t]'wy clon ksee
wl'latj}lz};.rc a I.ostzp in. len H‘dtit the point when ym re reacly to feed
lfurn:llo l]'m next l:um}l of J:mons rJ'u'y -u(ch!y come ot wilh wmztl\mg -]
a;tonl!hingly uu{ul. gel:ﬁ!Qne, mng[u[u[ amL we”. per!ﬂt ll\atyou‘re [eh ll:ﬂ“z.ad'i-
less. They'rz ultal. l)ul Evy Chtj_st Lhey.re tiresome.

Ive always fett that the hickers are 3 i ke fornadoes et put Hhings
straight rather than messing things g Theyve 501 Hhis mighty power inside
therm, a focus that can fear Hhrough 3iuation and make sense of i, provide
answers, give direction and help everything click, When you see itin action, its
awesome, Unfike most other chosen, Hheyre nearly a'ways receptive to the
ideaof ﬁyl:s*o*ﬂpﬂ't!oﬁ" wﬂaSWaﬁmmma&eu*Wn{ﬁﬁ
anyway. Far foo of fen, however, that power wst rages around outin ﬂwe
middle of nowhere, not doinqg any real 300&.

Brsvaners

! va: a lDlO{ admtralloﬂ Eor w’ul I lllcr to ;a“ Clomi Samarimm. “

lI‘ltl’t.s one t[‘llng worse li'aan ]'mving the truth of the world revealed to you,
'

itsgotto !Jl l:nrnlng tht krut!\ wlll‘noul qetting any o| t[u' too[s to L‘!m[ wil]\
it Wt [‘mve an !nl(lfng QIWI‘La.t wz'rz up against, we ]‘mw lemcrs. wecan
lclentlEy ti‘lt n["lctzcl, am{ we even !w.we some capa[ﬂlilie;. T|’!e5-: pcop[z
clun'l |'mve any of that.

W]‘izn I itartecl outin t.e.*.l:!'llng1 my [irst assignment was sports. In one

o{ !‘l‘l)-r c[a“ﬂ Rlurc was a t}lm ilcuy glr[ Parl o{ it was poor [OOCI mnmltc

%tl’m‘\a part wasL J qe n%mdiipoﬂtmn Ev; ery [essal'l. w‘ut-
e\-eFM we did, she would comt‘aﬂ.‘)y a [onq shot. All the ather kids

Muntul |1¢r Despltr a“ o{ lI1Is s]\c wWas a!ways [‘:e.erlu[ .:.mi Lrave n['rout

lcssone. SI'M never tricd to Jur_]c out, slle always clu:I her l\zst, Icnowmg t]’lat
s!m wal no match lor lhe olI‘ltrs. 5]1( wdu[dnll ]cl me h:lp outor ease the [oad
at au- SI'lz Just imtIc(i dm:! got on wtill it ."\ l‘ra ve glr! wlli‘n astrong sense

o[ \:Iutf- S“lt L1llﬂl E’lzn:" in t[’w :nJ. as it Fappzn&. a Je!ilﬂtr-iti ]Nroln

avzn{mr am; a sac! note

Tl'ur real peint is tl’mt dogg:d pemsistence in 1}« '[ar.eo[cerlaln clcle.nl. t]u
Jeterm.lnaﬁn-.k;jo:l.m_r_{_qll ;.Kln_;mtnltcs quts, |'.;r more so tI’l-:m Joing
t[‘nz rigi\t lI'l{ng wLen you'n [ast ﬁmrilron_q dnd wel[ prutzcltd. A [ot ol us
sCorn {i‘ne ptup!c wl'lo want to I'nzlp. even mﬂnlpulate t[‘mm &nr.:l put lI'nem into
Jang:r. T}l:l‘z‘i no excuse {or t[‘lat. Oooc[ Slamdritdns can l)e a qreat Lelp.
Many ol lLtm kaw a lololspecla[l;tsLil[. aﬂJ [aci[iltﬁ te nHer us as parts ol
lhelr [ormer o al‘ld ongeing — [Wcﬁ TI‘H‘Y.!’\! I'IOWF\H'(‘ near as close&‘
mlnaccl as t['u c[’loun can l:)c cll]‘ntr. A [0Lo| thcmart ptrlzully lmppy to try
to !’htl[p save I:Iw aﬂhcm!. even [or ll'l: tI'iancz te do §ometF1ln_q. ﬂ.n.:l ll'lzy clon‘L
arque over cal[lng t|1= S"Ioti. W]wn tFu'n_qs Aare as danﬂerou; as ll'u-y are, you
neecl aH k[’le E\c[P you can get.

Fettow Redeemwens

The dutifud are good kind people, but ever many of s cantsee fhet cherity is
Something you have to practce with every breath not wst on your own ferms,
Driver comes across with a o of help for alot of people, &p!msasﬂwemi fhe
lost, Teacher does whets right unl she qefs bored or dscouragec DonerFeels
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sympathy For those who sherehis sodal siuafion but hestleinterestinhelping the
‘!mﬁhﬂfﬁmfslhﬁr{oinyof ﬂﬁiu&fmfmhnfﬂufd&umﬁfﬂﬂ
and‘*nomawor LfSP:Jﬂ and choose,

Have you noticed the way we squabble about who are the most deserv
ing of our mercy? Some pick the af flicted, while others say the chosen are
more needy. and stll others point fo the \wunerable, Ashram is reluctant 1o
work with mesteaters, wivle Teacher uses.soldiers fo atfack the lost she
doesn feel lke I\r*png. Wirtant even agree whether all peritents are worth
Saving, with Mice we should concentrate gn &mﬁmpﬁ the ones who

never waned what happened 1o them

Biven how we, presumably peq:kmﬂﬁ‘l least similar values, disagree,
its no wonder that we of fen mlSumi’«S#and hgﬂwqrs and that they dont
ofe fo both the afflicted
thonally, What wenders

qet our motivations, Wed set a muchbeter ex
and the rest of the "vsm I owWe 'oLH. fove unc
we 'T“qh{ B{"“M

Ive szid it before: | can only believe that our division ispart of a
Sreah'r lan, Bul | also have 1o believe thatl. was,-drar‘td for who | am.
Thats why | still fry folike and respect other chosén, even Himoften
disappointed or frustrated l»-!,- them. Hs alsowhy ! the mission alone,
given the choice, | dont went 1o furn down any request for help. and ! dont
war 1o risk other peoples lives, Im aware of the of what! do. |
donit pretend 1o have all the answers. In fact, Im not oo worried about
whether there even are answers, Qur sifuation st is and we have fo deal
withit and each other,

Working Y oGeYHER

\X"fe i‘lave ourc{l”(ri nces — in !10w to [a“ow lI‘le \'.-!”:rts. in wI\Oln we

on, dmi in J(:idlng wlilt:]'! ol li‘\t df“lclu‘! we
s]’lcu[cl try to save dnc[ w]'n»:h wie 51101.1!12{ a!:amlon. Dzspltt tI'Lls, we -Jo Imvc

c]’wos: te locus our c”nrls
a [ol in common. T]w primary soal o{ many oI us Iure‘ a{ler A“. is to ease
sul{:rinq am:{ prevent !o;s o! ll!e. F,wtn DHWI‘, wltl'l I'Hs J{Gmcllhallon to
al& thc amlitee[. aclmlt; tl'l.st [1: 1ez[stompas!-lon Ior l]’lerl! ancl adrnlrr.s l}mse
ol us who try to assist l]‘ucm.

Tl'ns r_!eslrc to I\éaI |il‘|ngs us logzl|\zr. and [ l'ullc\-'e tl\at it gives us
animportant common ql‘ful\({. W: icnuwtl\alwt can rz{y on ea<|1 Gt[ltl‘.i
basic motivation to be gr'm‘{ = we“, those of us who are sane, anyway,
T]’mlbi iomet]‘llng I|'mt many ol T.E'lt mlwr cl'toaen (Io not Imve f imagine
tl'ml il your primary motivation is to Jtslroy creatures t]'lat you'rr angry
W’lli’i. qetting a[ong Wili‘l el]’n:rs o[ a nm{[dr rnlnc!scl must ln rathzr

A[litcult Who Jeclc{es WI‘IJL creature {s l(l“e.:{, and w|1al happznt ii

II’Gt[‘lEri— qet in tai!‘l ot[\erbs way?

From: ashram24.
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
Subject: Working Together

While | recognise the utility of your suggestions,
I am concerned that you use the idea of co-operation
to excuse your own failings. It is not seemly to refuse
aid to those who are prepared to follow the path of
peace that Lord Shiva has revealed. I suggest thatyou
meditate upon this, and ask yourself whether your
selections of diseased that you deem worthy are truly
a matter of holy guidance, or whether the develop-
ment of your own skills would increase the scope of
your abilities to help.

]I a!so li‘lil‘lL Ilm rig‘\l insaying lLal mosk o[ uis, |.|'h: Iorgivl ng, are pretty Hi nJ
todiﬂzrenczﬁl[l« sldn co[our. rtIlg:on‘ seN, welg[\tancl 500M. , l(now L]‘m teneortwo
c[uscn t|1ls llsl [me! it dl“l(u[l to puta;lde certain re[lglous prt|udiues, Lut [ cion‘l
tl'llnl( l!mt we actunuy [oo[( :iown on ea:]‘n o{]'uer as :m:llvh:lu.:!'.. T[w necessities
‘xlnrz us are [.:r too important [or lJ'mL

On tJ'lz otlur !’land, we certalnly ]‘mvt issues lha! we t‘][&asru on, ma;t!y
concerning t]’m potcﬂtlnl to rehal:illlalz strays. T}!z spectrum ol opinion ranges
{rom nnc-n:" to ua”." nmJ even those ol us sornfw]wrc in l:el:wcv:n ;‘{1[!0‘ on IFN
exaclpeintat w"llih we wouIc! a[»anc{nn a L‘c!ng. Il-uaa;r toget caugl\t uplmiuhr
Jlilzrzncts‘ to I:t our passions lm:ome inﬁarnecl th it'*\ too aLvlc'us {or word-
lflal ligl‘tlins about it should be out of the question,

T;u'nl& ahﬁul it ti‘lii way: Truc[«r says JW 113 campt“zcl to |'1e[p a[l o‘ l!‘l(
ﬁ{[ltdtﬁ{. w["nl[c Dn‘vrr nn[y \ipends time on {‘}1& ]iulng We“i spml({ng okjec-
tivefy. both qroups need assistance. Pcr]‘mpi we are chosen because our
temperaments are Lesl suiLz(J to Iﬁclp tl'lz pcople we Ieel nezd it most ]n ntl‘mr
wor(!s. maylae wc.rz ca”ccl to I‘le[p only l[w l}elngs we ]uwe a \'Llance o[ Lm[pm.q.
and as a group we administer to them all.

rm notsaying tFmtli al”io[ult{y lkz case — W}m cansay lor sum? = l)ut it
&:loes qive us a 300:1 reason to kt to!zrant ol I.I'Ie diﬁer:nces [)ctwun us, anr_‘l t]h\t‘s
worth a lot in tsell

Workme wivh Ovieg Cresds

Hsinteresting tohear what Teacher has to say about us working fogether.
Ibehieve we were all dhosen for Some reason or anofher, ac:pariofahsgerp‘.ar.
May’:ve!duﬂ'rsiand#ahﬁ better if | could see the whole thing but I cant, Soif
I deviate From the path! Feelis right, maybe Im risking al sorts of rouble by ot
lams%einaownhndﬁlﬂxﬁ\a’fwarﬁimqmq fo help everyore | can,
reqardless of how violent or unpleasant,

Bustit also means| cant conderm anyones actions if theyre sure s the right
thing fo do | -.:S*::Tnnﬂnowi’neylmb*ahaneﬁrmmb lets assume
Someone i§ abSoklely and genuinely convinced thet the right Hing to do s il e
Maybe its one of thelost someone who feels thatlm a fhveat to her Security or
something, But it could also be ore of the chosen, for whatever crazyass reason,
{lve been called a fraitor befored

Gompletely ob ectively, who am | fo say whether thet person & right or
wrong? Tohave any dea, ldneed fo know the plan, iolaeaUHcSay No, achually its
enucial that] be in Nashvdlle on 3rd, or whatever, M| can qo on s my own
insfinct Mrespect your right fo ry ohurtme. solong s youact from your frue wil
not ysthecause youre pissed. A the same fime, ﬂxu;hfhawarnqhﬂore'ﬁi herq
hurt forunaway or whatever, t‘sh-qaswinﬁﬁnbwu*rmwfs wh'we feel
s Tty right were bothcorrect,

H could be really important for someore to ry o kil me. fal, snd come toan

of why that was inappropriate, Hell it might be fhat the thing! have
to dois desperately resist death fo make  point with someone, Pretty hard fate,
if thats the way s qotobe, but fortunately! dontknowif it s (ndbefore anyone
says anything ro, | dont belleve thats whats in store for me, and I ot chsessed
with dying. Hs st an exanple)

The point fm trying fo make is Hhis you heve to Folow your heart, ! let
m_ysdfbedeaferfc! {o mine uﬂ\en!ufasmand the results were disastrous,
!mm#omakeafelhq:onfdenharea!.JoSeFrun'mw on So ongasﬂw
Peoplewewm’kigwiﬂwarewﬁmh%*ﬂry“ma it doesntmatter how
dif ferent your views are. So long a8 you respect each others right 4o an opirion,
you dont reed fo be divided.

To use another example, we lend fo clash the most with soldiers,
because their first answer is uSua!'y violence and ours i uS-ua“\, reconcilia
tion. Their immediate reaction is to leap up and start shooting, while oursis

1o try fo listen and find forgiveness, They fend 1o be real n.Jnrlnnafeu about




itfoo, andits often personal Monstersilled my family and now its payback
fime, Their siluations are of fen fragic, and | fee! sorry for them. Keeping !
that hate all the fime has qot o be exhausting, ! had plenty of buddies tike
that back in the war,

Mittle whie ago Iwro'le about a solder friendout West, Mcallher Mary, Shes
@ good person but real unforgiving, | was passing fhrough and she asked me 1o help
witha oh | cant heal people ke others on this fist have falked about, but ! doknow
some field medicine, and Mary wanfed me fo behackupin the van incase one of her
feam qot hurt, She knows the way | work,

When she explaned her plan, Things got a bit fense, bt we respecied each
ather, Even thoughwe disaqreed on every point about what o do, even thoughwe
yeled a1 each other, we never didiked each other, In the end. we aqreed 1o 2
compromise wed both do whet we thoughit was rightl The botom tne & the
Bloodsucker Mary was hurfing wouldnt rustme, bunderedintober frep andgotaud
down Oreof *Myﬂea‘lqureﬁylﬁ&hﬁ!wased fostablizebmand
Ihear hes fine, Mary and are sH friends.

As long as you remember fhat we can all be friends with each other, and

it that were all drafled into the service for dif ferent reasors, with dif fer
ent aims, ifs easy o qet dong. Sometimes it means you end up working 2
crosspurposes, bt as long as everyone respects everyone elses right o act on
therr frue will we can all stay friends. | sHl prefer to work dlone, but thets wst
Par’f npradicdar :Bﬂ‘rg. ‘ioc.
Workine Aton

Ilw spent quite a [ol o}' my time worl(ing Oulﬁtdl‘ 0{ a qroup. A{lzr
lilc {m.'t Lurm:d me, ] was :xtrcm:[r low on trust, J spent too Inns trying
to !wIp tl'm .:”[Ec_lccl on my own. [l ;eemcv:! to Lc tF\e answer al l]’!z time.
There were no arquments about w[nc['l coulc’ l'ne saved arlc! whi:l\ coul.:[
not, whel]’wr a parllcular creature EJ’IDH[\‘{ Lw put out o{ its misery or
Wthhrr it pretenterj a clear Janszr.

Asit i':appzm-. [ was wrong. Trucker ‘aw‘!'m likes 1o worlcalone. and
that's line, but it didn't work out for me. /\[lhaug]l | no Iongtr !'ncf
arguments to Jzal \.vll|1. l Immc! l!’\al my pm["[tm was Im‘.L O]. Iocus. dl'll{
|ndecislon. Ccu[d[ Le sure a parllcu[ar a{ﬂlctet} was sd[vagca!)]e? WmJIJ
zvﬂr}rth!ng l‘Je oLay l{ I just Jldn.l mecH[c. or shou[d I t.!l(e some sort OI
aclion? Possessed I’louses posec! pro!)lems‘ [or exampl-:. T]u sp:ritsl encoun—
ltrtd t‘llclnlt seem ll‘ml aware ol W!‘idl was going on arounc] Ilnm. 'ley
appearcc{ pe r[c\:l!y satishied with w]‘wt thzy were up to. Tkey c{id.lﬂ.l bother

From: alicel196
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
Subject: Re: Working with Others

Trucker235, you're either amadman or a saint.
I'm not sure which. How do you know whether
you're following your “true will” or whether you're
simply making a bad call? Worse, how can you tell
you're not being manipulated by something into
thinking what you do? If you persist in trying to
stand between hunters and their targets, one of the
two is going to kill you sooner or later, and it
probably won't be one of the other side.

You look out for yourself, you crazy old coot. I'd
hate not to read any more of your ramblings.

— “Curiouser and curiouser, said Alice.”

CHAPYER 3: SOUIMAYES

lhc [lvlng in any way, am; gave no zvl.}ence oi dctua“y Emrmlng anyone.
Z;o _r-l'lou[(I f ]1aVe trteu.l to lrl.aiw contact, pe r!arm tome iorloi exorcism, or fust
1&'{1 we” cnougl'l a[one?

| couldn’t Le][whtu}l course would lead to the L‘aslpaln. f\lt}-ough a
g]‘!mt InigI'llsurn harm]ess and content, c[ors ﬂ'lat mean it never ['mrt.t olJu'rs
or nevar Eccl; tormznlecl 13}« bzing eartl‘thounc]? ] 1ac!(fa lE‘lE juclgrncnl to
rnal:e Illal‘ sort c‘[ca“.

SO#‘!IZHI‘HES. L:nowmg lke correct palh OJ action was worse. \Xt"l'ltl'l r
ma ﬂagcJ lmdzntily an amictcc{ lhatwas ulcarly [‘eyonc! my he!p,onc thal pose&
an obvmus anr] Immtc{mte danger to R[‘le ganera[ puulc. tl‘le aAnNsSWer was oEvmus
= clestroy it But I-m no Ilghter. I trltcl lo”cwmg one t]‘ling smunc{ lor a coup[e
01 nig’ﬂs. trying to mop up nlltr it, Lenl ltw pmp[t it wourl-cl:n{. l couurlll Lup
up wlt;'u it ! l.::l(td lll'u kuols o éetcnd tiu‘ vullmmuc orto lnl(e itout myse“. it
wasexlrcmt[y [rustmlins. ] Jh.!nllcvzn |'mv¢ l['u‘ nerve Losland!n ftsway togive
others a chance to escape.

Tlldtlt w!ur l -’.tarted passing notes to my a[d group. I thoughl‘ l!’mtway
semeone Wowu takt action, nm{ 1! any ol tlwrn qot lmrt. w:”. it :Il.u:ln‘t I‘¢ﬂ”}’
matter — alter a“, the group was just gitl!nﬁw;\al itwanted: fresh targets to
s!augi‘-ur. SHIL it wn;n.l a par:\cularly cnligl‘ltcneé §tanc’. i qui\:Hy found
t;'ml I just dicln.t l‘m\f: any answers, l.m not krl-g on {aith. as [ li'l'mLc 1 men—
t!onrc! A[I I rta”y hdd was lI'ne r]eslre to I'L::[p, t]‘tr wl” to prr[nrm{l‘tarity, 1:mr
wit]‘lout any [ocus. cIlre{.llon or goal.

In otJ'ler worcls. I !ounc! mfsz“ w1t110ut any of l!‘lt t]‘nngs t]’h'.ll can l)e
provwlecf l’.\y n”les

] t[u'nlc Truclﬁr is r{g[lt. Tl'ler: iz a reason |ur our J{l{zrent viewpoints.
Wf.re Ill(.e a l'aocly. Isez []‘IE ml[itantas ||'I¢ r[_ql'lt Imnd. tI‘lrmlenlnﬂ wlt!\ 111:
swon:l.wl'n[e wel re t'ne lelL o“crmg MJ. _I ust 1i|r.e Lunds. we nze&a hem! todlr.:r_l
us, arms to move us, [egs to support us. WHI‘[OUE T.]1es¢ tl'llngi. we‘rc c'n[y a
[racllon as ¢ﬂectlve as we :ou[c[ l’e WIt]'l ]’nm{sigl’ll. I ll’llnlt it was arrogant 0{
me to bry to go it alont. It was rlg]‘ll to dl)d nJon Ikose ]-(i[le TSy Llut IOO[{&L te tIﬂnL
[ cou]d answer l|1¢ca” wlll\oul ]w!p. l Just r]on.l i'naw l!u courage, und.mldm:l-
ing, sympall'ly or fa{t['l to wor]( on my own.

] wWas mtroduud to my current group 1:|y ﬂnol’wr OE lI'ne Jull!ul[. w]w
['“ r(lcr Lo as Sauy. I worl(td w[t[\ just i‘\u lcr a mDI‘IlI’l‘ wl\lcl\ was quitean
gye=opener. We [’lacl [ocus and were more ellective logell‘ner in provlcllng
Iu[p to lhe nchy. Bul we ;li” [a:fud any sort oE way to r_leal wili‘l extreme
actions w[lcn an aﬂ[lcled was Lcycnd i‘lclp. Si'le was more tolernnt than J
am, more undtrstandmg. ancl 50 shc spurrrd me on to try to ]'mlp aiﬂ-md
lha.l f wou[c[ i‘ldve given upon, Evtnlua“y, Sa”y persuac]r.n{ me to mtetwili‘n

l.lm rest o* |1:r — now my — group, [PI’ w[‘ﬂcrﬁ f am extremer gratz!u!- f
x{ls{o\fc‘red in l;w (ncI t]‘lat s]’:e [‘m(.l tc!n:nhhcd me as nczc.!ing J'\c[p. OH

re”cchon‘ l gu.zs:l JIJ W¢ coulcl I'mve wurlf.zc] togzl[\e( wlll‘mut l|'|¢ ot]urs

{l we I'm& to, Lecaust t[ure was {llllc or no tension l')tkwcen us, Lul[ t!‘llnl(

our WQALHESEQS wou [J LAVZ maJt us \:uinera“z.

Living or Depp?

A c!:'htur[\i ng lncin.’{:nt n:;urrcc{ [dil nlg|1L Wt |mvt %een ol)wrvlng a nest
of the alllicted a bt outside our usua! territory. The Eeings exhibit some interesting
dynamh‘s. T!‘le !zaCIn isclea rly 1rrr.cle¢ mal"!: —a tl'mmugh Lastard o dl'l(l s0 are
a »‘OHP[f f—“ J'liS <OI‘10"5 {d‘( !h‘lJ#r even &'Ivzslmch one Ol l1i$ own, WHI'I l|'1€ "n‘l|'|¢l'§.
Llelp). Bulone seem\-e’drcme[y uncertain a.l\c\ut [115 cc-ru:Imon ﬂmJI I'Ili »assoctates."
am:] mlgl\l Le sa[vagea]nle.

\Xjr spent most ol t|1e evening Lxcpmg an ¢ye on lI'Ii'I"I'I, wan to my
[wrmr f rlollcecl one o[ tI‘le [rol[‘lers [rom my olc[ {roup 0[}5& rving tI'u:m, teo. I‘J
better start using names to describe this aplsc\‘{c or it will be con[uslng. Deon't
worry, llny.ﬂ a” Lse [aIEz. I'i[ r.au my cu qroup, 151.: violent ones, lt‘w Sw-:'rcls.
and my current group the S[ﬂleHs, because that rather indicates our different

o0 Wy,
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purposes. I” :a“ tlw aiﬂ!ctcd wi‘no we t]‘mu_q}\l mlg[ﬂ lvz sawcl a’d\ rnnlc[ “I
rcitr to llh' Bo;s as just 1]’1dt So‘ ] rra[isecl tF}al f]li f‘werdn were watcl‘nln_q lhc
same rl[l[lx'lncc[ kiml W were. “ t]w)' \h” operate in tl\: ame way, IE\cy][ 1:!:
'nac[c lnnigi‘ll to Iaunc]‘n an .\lmul(.

an [‘m {n a real qu.:m:{ary. Dowe stay out ol the way of the Swordh let
ti!tﬂ'l geton wrlE it, .:.nct ([‘m“c Arnolr{ up asa regrrlh\l’sl( loss? cﬁ\llu -l”. ”1..
Baw is evll .1n|.! dehnmh ner.cls o he wnclemmu]- S[mulvl we lry to Jlstracl
Arnou qn:{ qet ]\lm oul ol l.I'IE area L«:Iore tl\e Sworr!s s!ril(r. amj lhen see || we
can I‘l:‘[[! Eh‘m? ).l‘muu we rcvealoun‘.:[ves totheSworc{s anc{ try !otn“& l"htm into
waiting a 1.1|'i. even ti‘lough ! l(nnw L[\zrcls noe p(\ll‘ll? Shoullc[ we tip o“ _HW Bo.«
50 ll‘laL I'IC can ﬁcapfr" T[‘w, S[’lizlcli are c[!viclccl. Sa“y and Amcl'mel (t]’\z moon—
clrucl() re.\l[y want to try to L.‘lp Arnou, I\ut lE‘m ol[‘mr two I[‘lml( L]arrmge
contro[ Isa I:\c tter option

] SUppose ! I‘lave to put my money wl'here my mou:i‘t 15 and try to lmJ Ja1l[1
in Tru(Ler‘s graml p[an. Ifall ol the chosen have a purpose then w.clre all
valuaue. even Ii-mss: frothers in ll'uc Swords. I :an'l quite 'nrtn_q my\e“ to
ﬂ‘lc{anger at[lcr c!\csgn, even il (t means putting pwp[t I ;{i-;c]aln Le[orc an
a“[lcled I |¢c| .G'_fmpnthy |ur

CXTREMISYS

Hmusthe fateRightwhenTeacher decdes to fry foheve faifhinmyideas fheve
reason to doubt fhem,

Ihave had a friend. Hes one of us, someone ! really trusted, once. He saved
severalof the aFF“.c*m offered them Si.ﬂ‘laftl‘ and rehablita tion. M call him 1‘08.
for the moment,

I didntknow he had started preaching thathe was ﬂ\eonly one who fruly
mdtﬂ*oodﬂn"aﬂns. H seems he Found Bod in the last ¢ couple of f months, but
s qod showed him the right way. H apparently involved Yurring s back on
anyone who didn do Hings exactly bis way, He walked out on his ¢ Friends. ook
the peritents whom hed atracted with him, and found & handful of chosen
who were willing o do things his way. Initself, none of thatis necessarly had.
H could all Fit in with the plan,

Butits worse than that, fve heard hes St'n&r'.q his peop'e outlo qrab
the lost and bring them back 1o him. And not st The lost, either. A few
chosen who have operly disaqreed withimin front of the othershavebeen

From: outback295
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
Subject: You're All Bloody Maniacs
Jesus, mate, and I thought _you_ were off your
rocker. I'm fucked if 1 know how you can have the heart
to say that starting a religion can suit the call. That
sounds like a bunch of self-important shit to me. We're
just the poor sods who got the job. Still, you're bang on
that it's nothing compared to kidnapping some poor
bastard and killing him when he won't change teams.
Maybe we don’t have our own cops taking care of
things, but that doesn't mean we have to take thatkind of
bullshit lying down. You've got to rat on this nasty fucker.
You're going to have to post a message to the main list, and
_offer all the skinny you know— the guy’s name, where he
.f‘canbefound what sort of numbers he's goton hisside and
‘what backup he's got from the demons.
Otherwise, next thing you know he'll be doing a
Jonestown.




invited to join him, Remaining members of oes former group dont know
where hes gone. Word is, Joe was prepared to kill anyone who wouldnt do
what he said,

I Hhink the plan is broad, but not that broad. Youve qot 4o respect other
peoples opirions for the plan to heve a chance, Maybe Joe is gerwine and he frully

CHRPYER 3: SOUIMAY ES

beheves hes heard the word of Bod, but | cant believe that Bod would want us to
kidnap and kil people,

Thevesrohing wrong wilhpecple ollwwing s Thatheppensany fme
aqfoupiSconfused andScared andone person seemSconfident, But preyingon pecples
feears and uSing them o control their fves™ Thats wrong,







CHAPYER 4: THE HEXY WORLD

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up,
and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.

— Luke 21:28

Qur Purrost

To: eriage. lict@hicnter-net.ong
From: driver8 00
Subfest: Litimere Blens

Uitimate plass. HowWe 7e going to reclaim the earth ffom téem. A lot o'
Frandiose ShIRKINg 4bOwt oW R e JOING 10 61 [ROM OUL SUrTENE Corry state o
sOme 105y Uty

/ tesed to have biy plans. Seratsh that. [ uced to kuve & fairly motest
Plak. [ 0as golng to take one part of one ity and save 10, [f'that Worked out,
I siee [ be shiming n With &/l £inds of waive, Well-meaning, kel
SUFFESTIONS 1igAE HOW.

[ don  truct big plens enymore,

A Week g0, i growp aid [ tesided vo olean out the hogpitel of the things
inside. [ not Interested n telling the story. | not proud of how it 4!
ruppened. SurPree tosay thut “Doctor Koy "iedead, andcolc “Mishellt, "both
Tk 0li? Rkere They hid diting the day. [aloags £new ke decerved ie. As It turne
OUE, he AiAN T — AT [64ST, Sl NAE S Bldsh & VVBEIM O i 46 CO MARY PRTIEHES
Were. [onlly learned it 200 lave, before one 07 the people WhO same 20 LONA 20 help
— vhic Melisan guy — put # bulle ih ker head.

T doesn t end there, efther. Dy before yecterday, wy wife tioked me out
o the hovice. My daiaghoervowlln s alk 10 me — Woultn t ever bodat me. See,
A LA e 4O AFRINST SR MONSTErS rin deeper shan e Thiné. Tiurns outwe e
T HOPANT ORES. SOMEORESHONEA iy WiTE plotivres Of e EX5iHg el NOMEN.

A couple of tirTerens Komen, [soull lie nd e 7o 0as the ise of e in cash e,
buriewasn v, Onlyinone. TieOthericmi[auls. ¢ SHse RAaT i 0ife LhOUTHT:
I manaduicerer. Orias. After/baceosen, [broteicort. . wensially, Thar's
2he el 1EASON [ bl ah BPATTIERT ORIEORN, redy 10 be used i hidling plese,
[ #as wiready kiding there, | puess.

Last night, Imet miy itz and her lewyer at a restaarant, fowas frow New
England, whisk seruek me odd, Ske didn ¢ ceem real slear on Wiy her akyer ves
Jrom Massashuserte ond had lown ous to represent her. Onee | looked With the
AL, I made cense.

Hiv wame v Frederisk Newsestie. [F aniyone Wants vo &l wime, [T help.

Fred Was very police RAITe miy WiTe 0es present, but she lert us slone for
# DAile 82 his cuggestion, and that s hen the fegade dropped. e threat-
ehod me. e threatened wy [amily. e pretey mish cold me that my
Al hEer RaS goCting sedised and orrudted even s e spoke. And there
Wac & Wy [ 00wl protest them.

1e ShoWEd e 4 plece of paper WIth & ciynbolon iz, One of oursymbols, but
SOMALLNIN RS WIORG WILH JE. ¢ e 45 If Someone dren It ko didn & understand
WARE [t EART, AISK LAIHEd OKE L0 be The sace. e said that i7"/ explained
aeryehing, mei famdly Kowilt b fert wione. Solould /. e el heditn b even hold
VE A aIHST I LHAL | KU1Ed She Ones i The ROSPITAL. 1 had HOTAING bict tinieind
Words (br them. 17¢ Implied tiat [ 4 done 4w & favor by ereating an opening.

[eried rotheoaten him, but [didn tdo s very good fod. | guess | e not. good
AT 7T, [ TO/l A LRAE AT RagDened 10 Them Wis going L0 hagben 2o kim. [ told
A | nedd WRRE Ehey Were i 10 I The graveqand,

That ¢ When ke started to lbigh,




HUNY ER BOOK : REDZEMER

1t twrns out Koy and Miskelle didn 't make those dead people come
bask. [t just happened, magbe lie n that town in Canade. Koy wnd
Mishelle Rere erying to i7opthem, besiise they dIdn E 0INE peopie looking
r00 hrd a2 4l the Welrd things going on. Newsastle s the “ekpert " they
DIOUFHE IW LOAESTAOY Ehe Z0MbIES, DUL Re hits RO INLErest [THICKING HOW LAAT
“vhe pussies " have been Eilled.

AL the time | ditn ¢ believe him. But todey ¢ paper soid there it some
Eind of'rioe down by the greveqard. Nine peopie Kere £ilied, neluding # op.
Dertails oK WhAE TT41Ted I7 Were vdgue.

EHOR You 72 HOT Si4pocel 20 reven! pervona! Information on /ises, but [

Fhecked amipmay. 770 5 orue hat theq don & EHOW RO OF DARE WE 41t Wg 2k 5t7

A0 COMETHING AbOUT Them. Birmingham Is in troudle, people. Anyone Wio ein
OMme, please do. | probadly san ¥ meer Witk yoa. | n compromésed. [ cyping
vhis from & (idrary and noting | e secire, Memphis, chants for che tip adour the
monel. [ e going 10 Heed EHOW THAT My asvets are frozen. Let ¢ hope they don
Rave 2004l SOMERD! Over Ehe SHI DaNK.

80, you sk see Wk [ don 2 Eruct witimate planc. That © the seale hey
BorEon, [chot for the mook, and Dhat happened T/ eleaned out the sibtle ones,
Onlly Lo take the (L ofY the Msane ONEs, [6aving The 8Ity Oben for something wony
A PUIHING Wiy ORI,

Learn from my tesson. Do good when you iee the shance. Don 't try to
TANK 0U U 08 the persyestive 20 43t OK the big coate. You 1| Juct Blunder inzo
COMETRING DHIEE 46 DA,

Sub et Second Thoughls
Tet risge s tunternetorg
Frome rucker 235

v decided 1o ignore everything | ve stood for, and | ve dore it | coped my
previous posto Triage orto fhe man st and added fhe nformation hetheve, which
isn "t very much Woucan readit ol there ] previously called ry Former friend doe, bust
his real rame s Berry,

| st have second ‘“'\c-uq.\‘l's.' I\:Pe *\a*wﬂmhﬁw S niame and address
up was the right thing To do, but it rips me apart. H s orlly been 3 few hours and
|'ve already dowrloaded  burch of emais, many from people feling me in great
detail of the horrific #hings They re qoing To do o poor Berry, I don Hknow how
itwill pan out, and! don *wanto. | The responsible for awhole bunchmore death
&-sr-ienwvowiomﬁhaid' aqoinhadacouple of death Hreatsas wel

o' called frailor agan. foo. | don "t know it Berry s on the main lst, or even
‘-ereanaSe [fheis he ! }rc»l»&Hy do hisbest *orfwa! whe ! am inretaiation,
He seemed prety far gone, last | saw him, He doesn "t know my real name, buthe
could certainlly provide a qood description of me, Then again, maybe he I come
after me personah May!we that's wl\d | deserve,

Ml ever wanted fo do was ease pa 'dph'mﬂfbﬁ‘”ﬁ‘“n“fﬂ‘ﬁ*ml.ﬁ.
Thet swhatwe re&ﬂx&d‘lp&:.Tr\,r foget thelostHo come home, H S rever oo
late for them o changeif ‘Hwy-—an rmﬂwuﬂ.'rwmﬂdﬁmmﬂdﬂk foourside
wewoudsedan fortherest, T!x-, dheaetolook imﬁ the F(!'qh'rqa‘li'"f
peritert working together, nd see that ther retlrenare at peacemﬂ»ﬂw worldand
themseles. Pretysoon we Ghave lospendour Imehelpng them foread ustirstead

of Irying fo persuade them o change. We could o ol the way, makes the caling obsolere,
ardqei on w-fL- the busiesss of helping and heging.

¥ enoughof thelost came home, 1 don "t Hhink there ‘dbe any of therest
So shuckin their ways that they couldn 't see the berefits of reiummq, foo. I
virtue isits own reward, evilis its own purishment, No mater how callous you
fhink you are, being evil always burts a part of you. You can never be happy
that way, Withenough of the lost becoming peritent, those thet remain would
be so undermined that they d have ro chokce but 1o come back ¥ou can
control the world with st a handful of froops, no mater how herd you try,
Soorer or later, there would be no n;ﬂ.'ms lefd,

=P

rom: ashram242
To: triage.list@hunter-net.org
Subject: Purpose
I sympathise with your pain, Trucker235. Hav-
ing to abandon one’s deepest principles is always a
most unpleasant experience. I do not agree with you
as to the final purpose of our calling, however. You
Americans are so obsessed with “freedom” that you
& 've little thought to what it means. Proper freedom
: nd that is a most terrible thing. The
e of affairs is to attain order, so that all
iy live in peaceful knowledge of their station and
o improve their lot on the wheel of life without
tion. It is right and proper that the diseased
siven the chance to repent. Without the
ty to make amends, it is not possible to
strate that one is regretful of the past.
is to offer that forgiveness, to provide
lvation to be attained. Purification is
wever, and the diseased must learn to
es of the gods, to make offerings
to regain favour. Where one has
must be the chance for him to
also have the humbleness to
of the divine. Proper submis-
s means to purity and higher
of the wheel. We are doing
ahma when we offer aid. It is only right
t when the world is remade, we, the
ept the submission and obedience of
world, in the name of the gods.

Mleast, hat Smy dream. | know it would be an uphllhatle a1 the very best

— maybe n51asad daydream. Burt with the Heralds keeping the plan qoing maybe
we have a chance. | might rot get 1o see i, but someone would If not, it 2l comes
down 1o blood and death agen.

T e Fave of rie Ovner Siog

[ ve brosen oY from the others n my group Who surived the hospital
Asvianit. (2ol them 7t §10r the bect, koW That | i being Watshed, and since [ T
2he Kl e IO | been threarened so far.

Olbvivusly, they haven s £illed me yor. Ac long as they hope | might
ke T wnd Spl The beahs, They Wor'T do anyching 1o me. [ CRIKE,
ARy, ARYORE KO WENTS L0 2RK SONTAST Mt (07 INDIMALION OK [Thid-
g wy duugnter. Sure, there Wight be another monster on Ehis IIst, but
ke s .wmd:; In there Witk & growp of them. Magbe the demon [ don s
KHOW [5 4t ange! Th disguise. [ aan 't try to [Tnd her personally. It would
be (ke pulling the trigyer wyself

Frederia hac the dead iunder come £ind of sontrol, [ guess. There kaven ¢
deen any more “rioee. "

My divorse ic turming inco gulte the legal eple. ¢ s botk tnspiring ind
AESHUSTING 2O WLk heiy O blesiness [Hiends and thelr lenyers flosk to my siie,
LR IR CeryONe KHONS | e adileerer. Maybe they e all petting come on
he site, 00, Or maphe they JUsT WART 10 Prove SOMETRING 10 “TARY STUSK lip
Yantes-lonyer 8.0.8. 7




o hive one picee of good news, | Ve gor & roommate. Il il him Kenfleld,
SiHse he ised 70 be # blood viave.

RenSeid wac che saretaker at the gravegard. He choned up one day,
begging or my heib. 170 caid he Aeard [eould hew!peopie comehon. Mayte Koy
and Miskelle eron s ac ob/ivious to me that wight as | thought. Kenfeld
promised me anything If' [ coulil take aley the oravings, mike kim ctop
WanEing thelr biood,

What ke told me confirms RAET & [0 o0her peoble oniie fave observed.
Viempires give thelr blood to otherstoareate bood sieves. Kenfleid seys the blood
K ik adrig— it docn ke long a2 41120 get hooked, and onse jouare, yok e
Willong £0 do Just about anyehing for & 13,

Rentleld v souree wuc Dostor Roy. When the new sempires took over,
Renrleil wens 20 them and asted to be theirs inctead, When ke soiltn & of¥er
AIY ERTDIMATION BDOIE Wi F104D — W, | st — Kt Sald Chey Just lnieghed ot
him. Apparently they suggested that ke "o cee the man Who Elied Aiv
master. | gueis the losa! dead Ehings have started ta g #OOKE i A5 Mich
45 e Ve beekt taiking about them.

! teied the ke o' it on RenfTeld, but 7t didn's ceem to suce bis
araving. ¢ hirts the ihdead and heals the Wiing, maybe it s neutral to
thoe somenhere in between? Does anyons know koW 10 make this vork
Am [ doimyg comerhing wrong s

[ talked & (06 earlier 4DOLE Ehe Lerrible LRINGS EARE MONSTELT 40 1O the
defenceless, but Renfleid has ShoWK me ERAT WASE Lhey 4O To AT Sermnls Is
Worse. Maibe ke shose to Join “the other side, " but Watehing kim cuter, | oan
Ol CRINK ERAT RIS WIEAAIARR) s PERaRSE EHOUgH [Or K sing. | W trying 00 hefp
Hite s s s | da,

T e IwporrancE of CHariYY
Sulﬂlct: Damg What W.: Can
From: teacherr9a
To: triage. [ut{&ﬂhunkr—mt.arg

f prornisccl to [.*L you an lcnc'w I'mw events um[oIc[ch between tI‘lf Swor({s an;:f
t‘le a”[rctec[. T"l:rc were no [asl-mlnutz <|\ang€s ol pL\n on our part, a[ll’mug}!
r'llt"h(haelam:ls.:“ywcrrcf[eappointcdWlt|1ti'lzciemsmﬂnonomlzrltrc. w: Lnew
l‘\e n{[luledls routines Lalriy wzn. &o!twasn‘t t]ml f{l"l:utl tohn& tl'ur aml)u-[ﬂ r]mr
tLrSworJ; I'mc'[preparec!. rlwas inaquietcar p&ricTI\eSworchcrec‘nwrl(o tl1r¢e
}‘Hmp!e. Lut I lcnncw 1|‘scrn to l)e tougll an(‘! resource[ul, 50 ’ Ic[l Eatr!y sure lhey'd
rndurc. Be ;u’cs. tl\tir Ieacler = Thomas. tl'nr same one who usec[ me to L.i” that qi rl
in t"nc a”qf —— wasin t!h‘ army, dl’lrj }w o{wn manage;i to acquire weapons.

Evcryklﬁng went smoot]‘tI)‘ a Fil‘st. as !lar as I coul\l Ic” We were in l‘lz
van, across t]'le car pa rL. I-cetping our F\ea&s l:!c‘wn. Tl\cswc‘rc[s E\af{ po;it!c\nc(j
t]lelr vel’u‘Je ;cnlrauy. }or convenient access, ' suppose. Tiw a”lcilzd arrlwc!
ina Ha.]{ BMW S—series, ll\( car c![ c}:oi(e [or drug Jea[ers .1nJ pimps
Lllmuglmut Brllaln. T]’u:)f paflﬂe\] re!atively c[esc to t}u‘ Sworc]s. tﬁs t]u
creatures got out 0[ L]'ne car, Tllomas and [m Ia&s piled out l‘\e Bac,lc ol ll'umrs
and chnrgcd. T[!c)« started ;l‘walmg as I!‘u}- ciosecl. Wlll‘l silcnczr&, ] kcritve.
since l[w quns l'l'h)l.‘[( [Ht{« noise. T]‘mcrtaluras c!h:[ not expect to Lc jumpu‘{. L»ut
u]:'d dle!r Lesl‘ to m”'y

It was :i’laos‘ anJ rilicln't['mvz a r_lcarview o{ tlu tituation A!lcra ‘ew
s.cconcls. everyone except T]’le Boss Szemecj to l\e Aown. Hc [ool-(tn:l to I:tc in [md
;haps:, L‘uhvaistl“ ;Lanclmgover.”'lenlas. We Jech{cc;wa wan't waitany
|en§rr am{ exi ted !he van. leore we cou[cl qet close -r.nou-gF'l to c!o anyl'ﬂng.
Thomas reached up, grau‘cc’ The Bo;svsblrt. and pu”e:J the demon dow n, on
top olhim. T[mrr wasa muiﬂ«l limmp. :'Mr Bl 9 almost sezmcrj to Lsoun ce, an\J
l]‘u‘n neither mowx{.

Thomm i\acj L:!ned lﬂrme[[ancl t]’m c’emon wﬂ]’; a _q:rcnm:lc. 51 mon was ({tal{

too, [l!s tllroal ripptc} out, [:tut CI\rn was sl:’!I alive. I usec] my hm]lng to stal:\illse
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hun, l]’ltn Mlchazl qot I'um ower to our van Amazmg[y. Arna{:{. tI‘nz penittnl]
was con:erned Ion was .\II\'&'. I’nc!lng urlc!tr the car, Whtﬂ we Iound I1lm, ]’lt
warned us to Icaw !‘um a[om. l]lat Iw. J{cln.! want any lrouu.e. Tl'nzn Iw. auluaﬂy
Ibesgzcl us not to l'lurt ]’llm]

Tkak was a” last nigi‘nl We got out o{ t[‘nere as qulcuy as posstue am{
Amau came Wil[‘l us altcrE ;poLe to l\lm. We le(tCl-.rls on ll‘le curi:v in [ronl. ola
flosp!la[ ina Ji"i'r-cr\l town, I'Il(j Arnc\lcl ina sma” al:andonecl L\ome out in li\z
caunl.rysklz. w[urz we cou[\l meet again, amJ Iuac[eci !mme

Itls amazing that the result we hoped for came about wll[wut us
.!ctua”y taLlng any action. “ulsorry for T!u:brrms1 lixougl'l. “ I'lc‘r." l"etn f.esc
[lxalecl on {a]dng }ug eneimny wuh |'|im‘ we m!ghl 11.wt I!‘e!!’! al'_'le to Iu” TI'.!
BOES or C!’Ia!f him O{! al\(‘l save Thomas' [i{E. Mayl}e l|18 HErd[Jé I'Ea”‘_nl' LJO
Lmvz some sart of plan.

Our SulcCess mal(rs me lI'ulnL(. T!‘It way rsu it wtlre [urz — l|1¢ duli{ul.
li‘lat is— tosave lhe a[“lcled ll\.:lcan. Lc e;;\!vnge&. Ancl to ]12!;‘ Iim;w clmszn
w}w qet hurl putting c{own tl‘le ones Ilmr. cnn'T. Le sa\red. T]‘mtls our purpose.
Not everyone can %c LfO\ISFlI amund. r('! [ove to t]’!lnlt li:t)f can i)e. Lut I[le:r
can.t. Ewn Wll[‘l ll'w wt” am{ a[[ lI'lc FEsOUreEs, ti‘lue were nlwn'_r& Iucl» at
;cl‘mo[ who wre |ust E,m:{ It.i lI'I! same wttl‘n t|1¢ am I.r.tn:l. ” onecan !:'e uvecl,
]ﬂOW¢Ur_r. W'c'“ ilmJ away to Jo it Every penitent we can Snlhcrslrcngtlwns
our S!Jt. Even l[ lln pzopl-: wesave ru{use to lal(e any partin I:I'le ca” ing, w:'v:
wza]unec! I.I'le olI‘nEr{-l(]t lt‘y one. “ ll'lqr wil[ l121p. we.va gamec[ a vital source
of information and n:ay{\e a pawerlu! a”y

“our parh:_ular mission {s tosave tl\e a["ictzcl l}l.‘!t we can, llmn I.lle ow:ra“
goal ol thechosen must be to return the world to human control. Alter that, | confess
[ don't rtauy know. YW e can cross that Lr:s‘]gc when we come to it. There will
d[Wa-)'C LN a ﬂtﬁ{ 10:’ |1ea [cﬁ n'II'IfJ ﬂ'llt('liﬂlo:rr. W:l.]'l or wtl]’loul lhz E”‘[ltttrl in our
midst‘ 50 we c{on.t nu-f te worry a['-oul going out ai l’usiness.

There needs to be a balance in the way the ca“lng is |o“owed, tl‘mugl‘n.
Tl'lak‘s wl'ny ll’s s0 v(u‘ 1l'lal we remain mzrcl[ul am:l caring. Wlkhoul s, ti\e
cilmn are [z].l to l\z aggressive The |1m liu'ng you [mrn in any .'_onlron tatmna[

situation, j.m tc'{l:{. is to ureale or lmi( [or an escape route. Wllhoul us, ti‘li

amicltd are Iocl«c{ intoawa rol survi vn!wllht]‘lc olhert[wstn. Thty.” l:w Ior:e(!

with a specific task. They juclge the
sign them penances according to their
'do so according to lists provided by Jade
at is the way of things. This often seems
le brought up with the chaotic reli-
st. You are used to believing that Hell
run by evil. In truth, this is not
eaven requires that every per-
task. Evil isfailing to perform
e been given a stern duty, to remind the
:rdutym]adeEmpewr that they might
hreousness. ess must be re-
ir duty, and theirdisobedience punished

gt _'i!he dictares of Heaven.

to IigE’ll lootl‘t an& nai[. Et:ausz l‘.!‘lER wculd l}z no option. Wc are tF\e oiiva
l:\ranch ior li'm n{“tr_tecl. ti‘u: vltal way oul T!‘l-’:tli w]’w {tis so crucia1 t]‘lat we
aIwayi remain CI'larilaue‘ rzga.r::“ess o[ t!’:: cosk Wﬂhwt us, a 101 more Iwu

w(‘\.-llcl ch IGSI =on 'boll'n Sl({ﬂ.
Forgivensss

Things aren & going wedl Witk Kenfteld. Sinae my last post, #e's a-
sueked me 20Vt Both times 4C Kight, DOUk times he oried 20 bite we. [ e
Wash T50 Beak fromRithdranal, | kprobubly be dead, #eileeps hained ip how
— by ki oon reguest. OWly the Sight gives me kope. F7e © St 407 4 dark look
10 ki, bt 1t & fading slonly.

1t T Eaking Its 2O, thOUGH. I e FeR Weess e © been WIEH e, he S afed
COR YERI. [EHINGE HIe EROUGHE Brosecses are Tmpalred, majbe wfmm*ﬂ; Or
mAlybe It JUSt he SOMSTANE pain. | ﬁ?f BSEl 8 Preseriprion for puinkliers
AHA ThOse help him & iT8le, Dut | don ¢ Want him to Lrade one addietion for
AKOTher. BUT maybe that s the best thing. AT least dostors €noR Waaz to do
WIth & Simple At #dRistion.

The only reason lfee][ree 60 twen POST RIS mescage I 20 Ceep Newsactie
R Rl eronies dlstracsed, They énow | m here, KOE COmeRhEre else cAUSIHG
trouble. Tosllof youkko vecomitg throkgh bown, LAk, [beg irou, kegp the
BIESiure OK & Wich a5 possible, The e ks & good ides. [ oains 7 &iiled # (ot
of zomsies. Of sourse, | don't dure et too slose for fear of miy Ratehers
diseovering Yok,

Renfield gants vo be ree. Sometimes | think ke i go besk 2o them in ¢
cecond, if'he only had the chance. Other times [ TRIRE ke i &1 himself.

Maybe Kenfleid i my ,&mﬁw [or beihg 0 trOgRnT, 50 shet of Myt
How many people died in the “rior "THHow many heve Neneastie and wis [Hiends
killed, now that [ ve opened the way for them 27700 mikck blood is on my hands $
Hi very presense reminds me dadly of iow / ve fielled.

Common Misy aKss

I've dore a lot of soulsearching over ﬂwe.asim.rpleofdays.M&m#m
alotof things that{ didn  lke, e heen gving 3 lot aFﬂugleo Falure, There
seems to beplentyof darmmda*ﬂwem? Toerrishuman, "Tkeepremindng
myself, butit doesn "tmake it any easier, Berry was a good man once.! m ustnot
cut out o be an executioner. As most of us have admitled over the last few
weeks, we do have Tlaws and weaknesses, and many of them are relatively
cofmmon amanq us

IF we heve a dear idea of the mistakes thet we make, | figure we beve 2 beter
chence of ﬂmpﬁﬁefdgiwwi”mm“hmfﬁi‘smrm&ap
porited with myself, | want fo dsass our most cormmon mistakes how they haopen
and whe' ther warning Srs are, | do These things oo, so! m ot persecuting anyore.
IF you re of Fended maybe you shoud ask yourself why,

Rezocanc:

Arogence s our most commmon fating H S50 easy o falinto Comvince yourself
that your ideasare right, et your pathis the rigfrt one, and your doubs dsappeer.
realysoblesyou Mfin@k&d&ﬁdi‘hwﬂm"l‘mﬂmaﬁm fo correct
with Them. I you 'Mmdmb*abmiwqurﬂymm!ﬁm*nda*oﬂw

hove fosay.

H qoes further then al thet, though Afler arroqance comes pride, and then
debSorsof qrandevr, We forqet fhat aur gif ts weremeant fohelp ushed the world,
Then we become chooSy withour compassion, and firally we decide thet we re betler

Frfosar‘ces*arﬂ amr*a'nfy i your even in Shatons of reasonsble
doubt, That s bow you can fel it apart from confidence — arroqance alows ro room
for doub, even when there ".?fk'n?ym‘-'rm The antidote & to remember how much




Parftretn’f‘ewuﬂtwmé\&ﬁvﬂ'rgymwiw*gd‘}om let alore help
with Try founderstand therteveryaction thatbrings peace o one personmaybring pan
toanother. 5 cause and effect,

EMPAYHY

Tryanm‘ham 1o feel for others Sai?‘:lp. too.)lnow it doesn 1 Sound much

fhe 2 Flaw, H&?Mvndﬁu&dnm’(m?ﬁﬂnﬂm‘f‘ry we coutdn

1 how anyone else feels, and so we dnever be able fo help people, Butit
can be faken foo far and it can lead fo delusion. IF we alow ourselves o be foo
sympathetic, it becomes easy o manipuate . I that happens it Snot us caling the
shots. We al want 1o heal 1o help o thers: If you dlow yourself 1o hear what you
want o hear, without insisting on proof., you may expose yourself and the others
you work with 1o exireme danger.

The first sign thet you e leting empathy get the beHer of your commen
serseis whenyouwant fohear parfiadar answerssomuch fhet yougve oneof the
kﬁ*rqm*mwﬁxr*uﬂfamm%'twbacbhbehﬁmkﬂmss;rogﬁs
you may wind up running errands for the lost, maybe even serving ther,

More dangerous s seeing things youwant toin thelost, even when they e
rot there, Hearing an imagnary tone of recondliations Seeing grief affer an
atrocity, The nexd *'mgymkmw you I mistake a demon for one of the perifent
and you Y wind up dead.

Mvoid this frap by reminding yourself that the lost are clever and
cunning Ixedaﬁorﬁ.

Compiaceney

Complacercy s refated fo arogance, bt it 5 less common s thet irational
feelng that everything s okay, thet it wil al be & right, no mater whet the dram
Stances, . having faken an acfion, you find yourself siting back witha satsfied smie.
securein theknowledae thetyou e done theright fhing — evenbefore youlknowany
of the resutls — fhen you suf fer from complacency.

Prother way thet it can manifestisin the H won theppen 1o me "syndrome,
Y'u-.!wwlfﬂerﬂannﬂrrpnplearﬂdm Tneed olstento ther warningsor advices
I you rereadngand thirking T mrnottke thet,Hemeans somepnedlse] dnever be thet
way, "l mafraid you dready are.

17 you take complacency oo far, you become bind o dangers and detals You
Feel the you can et away without faking even base precautons. Wour body wil be
found Soonatfer, a'dw.rcar {'Y!P!'\Ed H’Ewuﬂw‘m}oure&'ad.

Throw ol ahout e was so selfrighteous thet | thought ! woudd
rever have Yo Face anowin st fon Whatfheven HHold you's thet Berry nearly gof
e My qerd was down, andHhoughthe was my friend so whenhe askedme fomeet
her. | didn ik anything of it, He couldnever be a flreat, "Hold nmyself, We met at
abar, andaf fer we were there for awhle, fhebarlender asked Tsyour friendalrigh?
I don % wanit any frouble nhere, ”

Thet s when! fndy saw Berry for the firstHime. He had this wacked curt ook in
hs eye.!looked at him and around the ber, and saw That acouple of quys one of which
was lost, were at the next table, wakding me, | didn thang around. | don # fhk fhey
expectedme o take of  So sudderly,

Inbcision

Last, but definiely not least, is indecision. Thet'’s what happens when
you become foo paranoid, worrying about whether you re arrogant, compla
cent, empathizing or even safe. The botom line is that we e not reslly
supposed 1o sit around worTying too much about stuff,IF wese‘i indeciSive,
we lose the focus 1o actually do anything, and we forget our Pari in the
Heralds "plan. Wr spend So much fime freting about whether we re doing the
all the dif FerenflmSSHeanskS. that we don 1qe{rouml to

right thing,
ever helping any of the lost,

Hwoudd be regl easy for me 1o become indexisive right now. H woud gve me 3
greatreason lo avoid making any more mistakes, Bul sometimes dong nothing s the

CHAPY IR 4: Y HE HEXY WORLD

biogestmistake of b If you drag your heelsbecause you rerot sure of anacfion even
when your qutHelsyouwhet Sright,you resuf fering fromindecision. Backin the war,
ndecision meant you buHoned un whie the enermy crept n o st your ot I ot
Sure ﬂfrgs e that dfferentnow,

‘l’miuefp‘i o find & middle mleiwem not ‘&wﬂ'\ ahout conse

S nd not Mrgal:nuianyi'msa* M shard.! don *reafykrwhrw
todoily! quess! st keep Irying to do whet seems right, help those who reed
il, and let the Heralds quide me.

Prd don Texpectoberighitevery fime, either. l'yfanernairrw&rry.ﬁ SS
“Fou forfeityour right o bve and wil be exerurted fke the traitor you are.

17 sucderdy go quiet, you know whert  heppened,
CoNDEMNAY 10N

/ shouldn 't have tected their patiense. Now miy wife Ic dead, She
to/d me co hercelf:

She same WIth & meschge, & letter fPom my daighter begging e t0
cooperate With Newsectle. She afco kad & gin — one of wike — Whish she [Fred
intothe allatber/ read the letser. Then che dropped dead. They did comerhing
10 fier efbrehand, they WUSE Aave, then SEAT her 10 he.

[ heard the sirenc momentc later. Fir 100 coon [or any of Wy heiphbors to
Aave reported shote.

it wasn t for Renftold, [ i cure they dhave gorten me. e pioked ip the
g, Riped 7, [Ired 17 agein end feled 4¢ me 10 rion. | A,

Fe & dead, 200. He died I # ShOOLOLE Itk the pOliee WO EAOUIAE they
Were £illing me. The ReWspapers slein ke W & At man | hired to £11 wy 0if?.

/¢ would be so easy to tate Ripean up on his of¥er and join him. To
cay, “They re #ll eoil and the oire lc 4 bullet. " To &1 Without mersy,
hOping to matsh them death for death. Hoping to one day be 4s Lerrible
45 Lhey wre.

Jeould, [have wore gichs. [don ¥ Enow Where Fredere is, but | Ve spotted
£ [e0 0f hic s7omies around the graveqard. | 2ould take them out in 8 bleze of'
270ry. [ souid die Kiling 600 or thiee of Ws agents.

Buz [ could only do that besause Kenleld caved me. That only Aappened
beoalese [cantd him. [ 5an ¢ be cure, Biet [ ERINE SHRT he — 07 The Riman belig ke
OHEE WS RHA NI DECOMING R g iN — WOWIL Aavie beeh sad 10 see e betray myself.
[oan b be suure.

[ sed £o be 50 clire BEOUE ederything, buc | san ¢ be cure of anything
anymore. And yet | think KenfBell conw me ac comeriing more. Something
bester Than THO F104DE TIYIRG 10 Oub-karh one another. OF maybe ke Ris
WrOKG #HA revenge 55 the best okoloe. [ san 't go thut vay, thowgh. Not after
Aaiving saved kit

Noz now zhat | ve been saved by kim.

RoGues AND EXTREMISTS

Some c-I us are ﬁ.[rcnc!y starting te go too !nr. nm:l f c{onll just mean
t[‘ue cut-anc{-cul {rolhtrs‘ As we qet Jaeper ancl Jcepf.r into ll'\c ;J[[lng.
we get [url}ler [rorn w|1al.s truiy important, ll'lz c{rtam. We [osc si_q!‘ll a]
what our [riends and Iami'y mean to us, olwhy it's important to save the
aﬁ[\clzd. ll's ironic t[’]at as we seem to get the most povﬂ‘rlu! Iooly te wc‘rL
w\ll‘l. we [ow lr-ﬂck o[ WIlal it was tl:ml we were trying to clo in 'LI? [Irst
plau. r'Ud ]\eard O! GCVIN'-!I Cll l!’l@ ihoh‘h W!lﬁ now treat l}lt mission as
some sort 0{ qame. lt‘t not a game, It.$ a ant rate slrugglc te !rce pcop[e
and, for us, to save |Iv¢5 ancl !ouls.

TIW extremists may [mw some important lnslgl:lls. .”my may even
Lnow some lrutiﬁ D{ our condltlon, lnu'. t[u",r teem to lu Ios!’ng lm;l( o[
what it is t]’!t}' 'rz suppo;zJ to be Jo!ng. As Trucker found out, you have

to assume lI‘Idl our worst are at Itast as -.']un_qzmui as any aml.:h:c!. Ont
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(\El!:'duls{ too many cou[d uio ittoany C'{ us, so Jon‘l assume an ol-cl Irtcncl Is

IlI1¢ = Oor even LI'lc\L you are.

”‘I{drl{d rumournl\'-ul‘\ rogque in Gzrmﬂnywim[‘mc!wuoultnt!'lcamlclecl
in return ]or money an:‘{ protection. l [wve noe lcim lI Itls true, Lut Ii it is, sl'lz nuc!c
urgent attention. W]:n Imuwl. maylse i!"l( can even l:x Lrousl‘el Laclt te l[lc [o[d.

Tl‘u one t]’\lng we canll d”-orcl is to a[[mv roques to continue to act wl:}mm
somesortol intervention Oi;c-nmr. ! l]ﬂn[{wcsl‘uouu;jogwrytl'nlnswecan tosave
pmple I{Le l['mL T]lt!‘t.sa .ol to worL w!th. W:Ire stll[ a[lv:‘ stl“ norma[ pcoplt.
real [y. Tlﬂere.skauld 131.’ ne prok[«:m rzmmdmga turncoat alboutwl'lal itmeans to !)e
human, to show the pain and griel that the alflicted cause. It has to be easter than
per‘-uading a c’emc'n t]'mt [lc can rejoin society

”ear that there s a lot that a rogue could do toweaken the rest of us, il he chose
to. [n away, a psychopail'l nr['te Li[[s o!inrr ciwsrn is Fxtkr t]'larl one wi‘no revtu[; our
secrets to the alllicted. Either way, roques should be our top priority w]'n:n we !nearo[
t]lcm T!\n’ hawtﬂ Le mac{e torepent ortl'm/h.wz toin l(l th. [artl\ﬂrgoodor{ﬁrc!un.

[\ﬂ!u[n:{nlt L‘c surpricu:«{ i [ t hza!ﬂictec{ I'wcl tl'lei rown meanso{commun {cating
amonagst tJ'lemﬁelws. fust Hﬂe we c]a. Caﬂ you imagine w[\at woulcl ]1appen LI a

turncoat [mns[alcé some ol our sgns aml sent tiwrn to tl'l¢ clzmorls?

Mors T nan Huwan!

There san APB out on me — everyone © looking. (I you ve been Hivtok-
I the Birmingham papess, you ve probebly fipured out | e Henry Eemes. )¢
doecn t marteranymore. e fofk that name andl e behind, and | w kiding my
HOW-[itmOus [ace as Well as [ sk,

My daugheer Nieom wachere inhe sity allalong. Theycoillhaven t&lled
Ker — 07 dOne RHYTKING OIS, 46 [ &5 [ dan tel. That gives me hove. Even
sikoigh | W & Flugitive, they Dant co Ceep & £nire as my throas. The lect time |
saled 5o NeRsact/o on the phone, ke ta/KCod BE0NKT leaiing Bhe o7ty snd re/easing

Neeoms 7'/ sall off" “my srei. " Apparentiy that  you good people, and e
ERIRS W8 ¢ oMt IKA 0f Organized movement. Lindese he s feking me ouz (4
very real pocsibiiiey ), [ ve hally gor kim coared.

COuil Were iman [ Hiphten sieh # thing T A monster that san command
the dead T The ol HHenry Eames Wight have soid yec. [f eerything had gone mwy
Wil Iy Ty Kidm, & been FEBpea APRTT, f 1 T.0W0e iy 7% 10 someone Lhat
#1p2of ou ROkl Auve K1l immediutely, | probubly ook as mi cight, my pover
70 K, iy 4OTIIEY 0O repel MORSTE/S With # WOTE, and (et might sey, “Yfes, [
more than hivman wow.

Bt (ean ¢ suy that, beswuce 1t 0oill mean Rens e/t 0as les than Auman,
Beowuce that s the [t ctep to ousting yoursel'ofl from cosiery, from the
ordinary people who need i, We heed them Just as badly,

Kigts now, | wbeing protested by comeone [helped onse. Someone /suved.
8/ he — cavestroppers ot sven got that mish — asked [ Ras & sains. [ seid
! 045 Juct luoky. That | 0as in the Fight plse 4t the right time,

Keep qour imporiance in perspeetive. [f ail of e died tomorron, the only
OKes RO U really notise are the monsters. Ordinary people are everything. Onoe
YOu CTArT LRINEIRG Hormal [DI6c dOR't matTer, LRAT T When 40k bedome 4
MOKSTeY.

1t enotal/wbous you. Uow e not the senterof the inivesse. /thought that
[0 for a 0kile. Wiken /lves Vere caved, 72 s beswise e snd my peopie "saved
shem. When things went irong, /blemed miself.

[ didn s 12 oty Wire. [ e mot recponsible for Renfieil s deack or for the
deatihs 42 ohe AOSPITA], | I HOE THAT INPOITAHE.

1 031 wo sesime TRAT [ CHOR berter JUst beokuse | san berselve becter,

1021 ot aseept Worskip. | Wil not £11 Withowt remorse.

Al thas marters i that we are normal, ortinary people. Thinting you re
MOTE MEAER (O 26V,




INHERIT THE EARTH

We know that we re suppo-scd to save t]‘te wor'cl from darkness and evil.
T}lel seems Lo L: just alxlul tlw only l]'ling l[ﬁal nl[ lI’\e ¢|'losen can agree on, apart
mayLe Irom ll’u: meanings o[ our signs, Hae anyone slappcr:l towurlc{zr wl'lal Ll’lat
adua”y means of lmp[{es?

It 50 unc[s ltlu lkal'cizrry c[\ap o[ Truc E:erli. i‘\ar, given iM‘ too muul‘\ tJﬂaugl'tt
to inheriti na the earl]’l. and he wants tostart rig}ltnow. belore the work is done.
it woui.:[ be easy to assume t[lat as l[’]t cl'lown. Wt.rt snm:l‘low superior to tl'nt
gunemi pquc‘ more ertn. purer, more rigiﬂeous. lt.s a perswasive arqument.
W{ are, .nllcr a". l!w. ones w!w htard tI\c m”. wl‘m I‘lm‘I t!‘.e s'l:nm31|1 to cIo w’mt
[1ad te l'«e (Ian-z.

Are we, tI'IO‘IJRII"“ A("a'_rl:w lFl-c ca[l happcns ona :ast‘!by'case IJaiIs, Htl\al'i
Iruc.ll‘wn.iur:lytl‘mreason thntevenonzhamrt Eearc’lutsﬁattthcmHs |1av-=n'l
qot ar;vund to t}mm yet. .I'\AlayLw wc‘l‘c noe more ﬂgi’ltcous tI’mn anyone tIse.

I tl‘lin!t it wou[d be somewhat presumptuous to assume that we were the best
(.‘IT\‘IGI'II(II’ICI. Tru:l(zrsayswemn|a”1ntoagoclcnmp[zx.We“.l.wnwzr[rltqmw
[:Jw l{'}al, l"ul ] lt_ncww['mr I'le means, an(.l l clon‘l tl‘llnL ti‘lat clangcr s Tfitﬂclﬂd to
us — tc'ccm{ﬁsoﬁ.

[fwe do our job properl;r, [ don’t think t!‘lzrz‘s going to 'nc any need for us to
take cI‘large ol l]’nngi. Power corrupts, and if we took conlml once the service was
c!onsa we.c[ encl up fust ]IL: liu al"iclu{. oppressive «nd pre:latory. Mﬂ)’i)? t[mylrz
onp]: too, or were, just H{z we are — FWer'uL arrogant, lhrusl intea pcsilic\n
Wll[’l :nnp[[caue ;ltllls -ln.cr wltl‘nout any uthr‘itanc{lng o{ w['lalls I‘mppcnu:l

I t[-nanelrc all inte mlﬂzdansc T, to lx l\omsL "we'u no‘-c-\relul[. we couu
grow Lo crave power, anc{ l[’un we wi” L\e l}le r.\mlcleg{. Tlmlls one OI t[\e reasens
wiwil.s saimportanltohelpsave them. Ewryti mewe hzlpa;oulhnclll_shumanity

Jgalﬂ, 1} rfmfﬂn.!ih‘; O; h’i’!dl we L'OI.Il!& L‘CCOH’IL EVQIT Hme we ﬂl!g\ﬂl‘{ﬂl'l someone ‘Df
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cxpcc[{cn! reasons— not enouﬂ[‘l time, noway to 'le[p. too J.an.qerou*. —w llachn
.
oursalves a ]Itl[c more, Aamnmgouﬂclves a l:l.l !llrl]‘len W¢ re not just saving tl'lc

am!:tcc[ \-1-']'1:[1 W answer t]’lz r_a“. w:lre saving ourszl\-'cs.

Tus Furugs

Aewmonths ago,| was down inwestern Arizona ina townon he edge of the
Sonora desert, Aslusualy do, [ got o Taking with the mostinteresting looking person
intheber — n%mm&wwl&mq ﬁﬂ!l‘wasmnrl.ﬁ.l m
not sure though becausse he was defritely evasive, He refused o give 2 Shraght
a"ﬂm'*nalr,fﬂr?

He faked alot ahout the fulure, He daimed 1o know of & “rbe who watdh "He
didn sz whet they wakdh o why. butheimplied that fhey were on the lookout for
Theworld They Vebeenwatching for cenuries upin themountarsof lenral Averica,
They don " leave their mourttain much he seid so | in not sure how They can wakdy
Ahings but aonarently they do. Supposedy they heve ths sorfof decdst for theend
of the world and they ‘e heen marking things of f, Hwon # surprise anyone 1o know
that they re nearly done,

Pecording to Hhis quy, at some point in the rear fudure, fhe uriverse wil stop
andwe 1l be escortedof f whie everything isrecreated. The enerqy o accomplsh
al thiswilhe found in thesoulsof the dead — the really dead. Notthelost quess,
Thenewpeopleof theworldwllcome from thesousof the peopleleftalive.ldont
hw?ﬂe*ir’u&ﬁ‘ﬂrbﬁ‘lcwmﬂrmﬂ\ewrhﬁ ﬁwe?ﬁaﬂ‘t‘ﬂﬂ themore
flawed the next world wil be,

3 \p.l@'nﬂ‘hfanyor tat, it makesit seem ke our mission s o mnimize the
number of had people. andmesimize thenumber of good peogle, H also mears thet those
of S who e goodhevea duly fostay dhe, s wel as fo sve as mony sobs S wecan

| ot comanced butit Smrﬂere“fnqm!hnww+o¢4&ddcf ﬂweg.ry
aqanf'b' r*&ﬁrﬁhagnc“’me{o fdoutir rherealy meant it when he sad: 1 1he
mf@rwwdwﬂrwéaiwh&

1
|







CHAPYER 5: NEWRULES

For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of

my redeemed is come.
— Isaiah 63:4

As the imbued with perhaps the greatest interest in
rehabilitation and healing, whether of their fellows or of

monsters, Redeemers are by their very nature gentler than
many of the other creeds. Their interest in salvation gives
them the strength to face the horror of the truth. In game
terms, their role as the conscience of the hunt is reflected in
the capabilities and Traits that they embody. This chapter is
dedicated to the common and new Archetypes, Abilities,
edges and rules that pertain to Redeemers. These Traits
define who these people are in game terms. These qualities
are not exclusive to Redeemers, though — other creeds can
have them, too. The following mechanics are simply indica-
tive of the forgiving and may be passed on by them to other
imbued as hunter society becomes self-aware.

New RreHeryess

Heatex

The Healer's driving passion is to alleviate pain and
suffering — whatever the cause — from something as small
as a graze on a child’s knee to the starvation of a drought-
ridden country. She dedicates herself to easing the discomfort
of others, regardless of the humanity or inhumanity of any
victim. Medical professionals, social workers, psychiatric
caregivers and clergy can embody this Archetype.

— Regain Willpower when you are able to heal
grievous wounds of another's mind or body.
CYANGELISY

The Evangelist believes, and this belief is a shining
torch by which his world is illuminated and understood —
and to Which the WOl'[d needs to be Converted. He WDrkS
himself to the bone to convince others of the significance
of his beliefs, so that as many as possible might be saved.

Although Evangelists often believe in a major religion,
many do not. Astrology, Vegetarianism and Psychoanaly-
sis have their own Evangelists. Missionaries, priests and
cult leaders can represent this Archetype.

— Regain Willpower when you are able to convince
someone that one of the foundational points of your belief
is legitimate.

T EncHeR

The Teacher derives satisfaction and self-respect from
passing knowledge or wisdom on to others. Some demand
subservience from their pupils, whereas others work as equals,
but all of them feel a burning need to hand down their
experience, information and understanding to the people
around them. Some Teachers focus on one area of knowledge,
whereas others are more eclectic. Lecturers, writers, academ-
ics and reformers can exemplify this Archetype.

— Regain Willpower when you teach someone a
useful skill or a vital piece of knowledge or wisdom.

PARAGoN

The Paragon is a straightforward, uncomplicated person
with a strong moral and ethical code. Being comfortable with
open plans and plain talking, she disapproves of underhanded
tactics, lying and subterfuge. She's neither naive nor foolish —
just solid and reliable, as good as her word. Farmers, truck
drivers, police and factory workers often fit this Archetype.

— Regain Willpower whenever your straight dealing
wins out over subterfuge.

Redesmer Cames

Although Redeemers share many qualities, their overall
physical and mental development differs widely based on their
level of commitment to their ideals. Redeemers in each of the
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Rutzs versus Rotertaving i
done anything in real life that you later regretted, how did you con
beu'awdasxgmﬁcantothct turned on a friend, or simply said something
apologﬁaeandmakntallbem’Dndmuhavemnmkepenanoe,doing
sorry! Were they willing to hear you out, even tobwmpmame
g amends for our mistakes in life. It takes regret, sincerity, sympathv
s no different for monsters. Whether changed into something horrific against the:r
: s must prey upon people in order to survive. Wh:dxe:it’sforhlooclmfearor
: beings have inflicted terrible abuse on people. If a beast ever chooses to me
nd, there’s no miracle means to salvation. The process is slow and arduous, as a aty
tqmla:mwhammedwbe.andtoﬁndmpmmemgdmmewhnmithas
new-@s and rules for Redeemers, but the most important thing to reme bt
out the humanity and decency of creatures are a matter of rolepla:
: tools toward making a monster confront its hidden or former hun
e achange on acreature’s monstrous personality unless the this
 transformation. A recently tumed vampire might be more:
that can't even remember what it’s like to breathe. For that y
the very means of its survival — in favor of compassion and
er, shepherd and sympathetic ear.
s “ding,” a bloodsucker behaves decently again. It’sa tough pro
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ic &mbmhcmmmmeWmldofDaﬂmmrm@tmmt forts b
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y remain 50 in body. Redeemers might be able to-

: truly penitent beings — ones that forego

Bty and the Beasc” fairy tal, or (dare we say it} Angs

‘ma&msmﬂudaepmnacleofumy Redeem
ammsvmmpemamc through redemption ocet

d its bmdlngenmwmaydcpanﬁ'om

three typical “camps” — conservative, moderate and liberal —
tend to exhibit a range of Archetypes, Abilities and Back-
grounds that reflect their particular outlook on the world.
Conservarive

Conservative Redeemers sympathize with the plight of
monsters, but are far more concemned with looking after the all-
too-human victims of monstrous abuse. Time is short, and they
are really interested only in easing the pain of the living. If there
were more time, fewer people toworry about, if the dead weren't
the enemy... but the world is the way it is, and there's no use
crying over spilled milk. Some conservative Redeemers even
restrict their efforts to fellow imbued, reasoning that a healthy,
sane hunter is more important to the future of the world than
an unfortunate member of the public. The upshot is that
conservatives are the most likely of all Redeemers to get along
with imbued of the more militant creeds.

Because they are hesitant to compromise with mon-
sters, sometimes even seeking them out and destroying
them, conservative Redeemers place a lot of stock in Physi-
cal Attributes, particularly Stamina and Dexterity. It's

-~

g charity cases, if the spirits can e nvinced to help

| torm(seeChapter?oannter- The Walking Dead).
- finding salvation continues to be a matter of identity and
v mind when your Redeemer seeks to save any lost soul.

important to be able to swing into action when necessary.
Social Traits come next, Charisma above Manipulation or
Appearance, because a good bedside manner isimportant for
dealing with the vulnerable. Mental faculties are typically
the least important to these Redeemers.

When considering Abilities, Talents are a significant
part of the conservative’s day-to-day repertoire, particu-
larly Alertness, Empathy, Intimidation and Leadership. Of
the Knowledges, Medicine is undoubtedly the most impor-
tant — most need to know something about healing the
living. Skills tend to be focused on least, with Drive and
Firearms being the most common.

Conservative Redeemers often possess Backgrounds
that help with managing daily life, such as Allies, Contacts
and Resources. Other edges can come from Zeal paths such
as Deft:nse and even Vengeance,

Moberav:

Whereas conservative Redeemers tend to be stern and
aloof in their treatment of monsters, moderates are consider-
ably more open-minded in their attitudes and beliefs. Like




conservatives, they are often pragmatic about working with
other imbued, and most recognize that the other creeds have
important contributions to make to the mission. Thatdoesn't
mean theysitidly by while asympathetic monster is attacked,
however. These Redeemers have a strong interest in trying to
save any creature that seems salvageable. Conversely, they
recognize that not every creature can be saved and that evil
has to be destroyed in the interests of the common good.

Moderate Redeemers have all sorts of origins and person-
ality types, and do not show any clear bias toward Physical,
Social or Mental Attributes. Different people answer the call
in different ways. In general, Strength, Appearance and Wits
tend to be the least valued of their three categories —
moderates tend not to go for the sorts of overt acts that some
of more aggressive creed members engage in.

Talents are common among moderates, especially those
Traits that involve gathering information or influencing others.
Subterfuge is often popular, as deception is often needed to get
close enough to a monster to evaluate it and perhaps try to help
it. Skillsand Knowledges come an equal second after Talents, and
can be as broad-ranging as the hunters themselves.

Moderate Redeemers often have Backgrounds that pro-
vide insight into monsters and the service, such as Contacts,
Exposure, Mentor and Patron. The paths of Judgment and
Vision are favored for edges outside of Redemption.

Liszrat

The liberal Redeemer generally sees herself as a force of
healingandreconciliation. Liberals typically dream of bring-
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ing monsters as a whole back into the human fold, and they
are loath to say that any creature is beyond help, no matter
how steeped in evil. These confessors feel that past wrongs
can be forgiven for any being who is prepared to consider
repentance. Needless to say, this outlook brings them into
strong conflict with many of the otherimbued, and although
they tend to be pacifists, some liberals will go so far as tostand
between a colleague and a target to give a creature a chance
to escape or explain itself. Some hunters — particularly
Avengers — consider liberals traitors.

Social Attributes, particularly Charisma and Manipu-
lation, are the most highly valued amongst liberal Redeemers.
Mental Attributes, especially Perception, come second, and
Physical Traits, led by Stamina, are a distant third. Such
people focus strongly on discussion and persuasion.

Talents, particularly Awareness, Dodge, Empathy and
[ntuition, often prove the most useful Abilities to liberals.
They generally value Knowledges, including Occult and
Science (Psychology), over Skills.

Backgrounds useful to liberal Redeemers include Con-
tacts, Destiny, Exposure and Patron. Edges from outside the
path of Redemption are most likely to come from Defense, as
liberals' compassion often puts them in extreme danger.

The following new Abilities are likely to belong to Re-
deemer characters, but aren't necessarily exclusive to them.




Members of other creeds may possess these Traits. The Story-

teller should approve such “poaching” before your chronicle
begins, though, to ensure that all players’ characters are unique.

SKitts

Discuist

Le Flocg stood looking down at the crowd from the balcony.
It was a warm night, and Geneva's beautiful people were
enjoying the lakeside promenade. They strolled beneath the
trees, stood gazing out over the water, gathered in elegant cafes
and busy bars, or kissed under the stars.

Near the fountain, a young woman leaned back against a low
stone wall and, seemingly, gazed straight up at him. Le Flocq retumed
her attention, then froze, surmed. The same shoulder-length golden
hair, tmed in slighdy at the ends. The same type of sheer, strapless
dress. Even the same glasses. She was theexactimage of Anna, in Paris,
that aftemoon before her death — their deaths, he amended.

Withou shifting his gaze from the woman, Le Flocq reached for
the phone. “Wickham? Matthew. There is a girl by the fountain.
Please inform her, politely, that I will have a bottle of Cristal waiting
on ice for her in the cocktail bar of the Grand if she wishes to meet.”

Sometimes, it can be extremely useful to appear to be
someone or something you're not. This Ability allows your
character to change his or her appearance to mimic that of
another. Appearing to be a nonspecific type of person is
relatively easy. Making oneself difficult to recognize or imper-
sonatinga specific individual is challenging, and either imposes
high difficulties. Many simple disguises can be created with
easy-to-obtain items such as cotton wool, make-up and flour.
More exotic disguises may require specific items such as expen-
sive clothing and props, which a character with this Skill may
know how to obtain with sufficient rating. Disguising someone
else is only slightly harder than disguising oneself. A high rating
indicates someone with training as a make-up artist or costume
designer. This Skill does not indicate any acting ability, just the
knack of altering appearance.

° Novice: You know what a difference cosmetics
can make.

Practiced: You can fit a wig that doesn’t slip —at
least not immediately.

Competent: You could make a career of make up,
costuming or wardrobe.

Expert: Givenallittle preparation, you can change
your appearance enough to fool pursuers.

eesse Master: Not even your own mother can recognize you.
Possessed by: Make-up Artists, Actors, Costume Design-
ers, Undercover Police

Specialties: Stereotypes, Evasion, Street People, Corpo-
rate, Simulating Individuals

Knowtebess

Loeat:

“That place locks okay,” Claire said. “Quiet, clean. It
should suit us nicely "

John shook his head. “It's empty at the moment, but it’s
trendy. In 10 minutes, it's going to be swarmed with business
types from the office across the street. You won't be able to hear

yourself think in there. We need to find somewhere that's going
to be quiet for a few hours." He glanced around, and then called
to @ man across the street. “Hey, Billy!”

“Billy” looked back suspiciously, then smiled. “Hey, John.
How're you?”

“Where you going tonight?”

“The Poacher. See you there?”

“Maybe. Have a good one.” John turned back to Claire.
“If Billy is going to the Poacher, all his friends will be there too.
I¢'ll be crowded. The Olive Branch will be pretty empty, so we'll
have plenty of room to plan without attracting attention. Even
better, there's a guy named Trudwell who doesn't like Billy's
crowd, so he’ll be at the Branch, too. He runs arental company,
so we'll be able to get hold of a van for the night.”

If you spend enough time in an area, you get to learn a
lot about it — what's nearby, the sort of people who live or
work there, the rhythms and patterns of life in the region.
This Knowledge reflects your character’s experience of a
particular place, gained through months or years of habita-
tion. Familiarity with a city neighborhood, a town or a rural
area means more than knowing where to find an all-night
drugstore, or being able to tell when the mood in a bar could
turn ugly. It’s about being part of the community, knowing
— and being accepted by — the people, remembering the
history and events of the area, and being familiar with
geographical odditiesand bad places. Note that while Locale
knowledge is broad, it can never be transported — when you
take this Ability, you must pick one area as a specialty, and
your character's familiarity applies only to that area.

. Student: You can find your way around without
getting lost.
College: You know the good restaurants.
Masters: Tracking down whatever or whomever
you need is easy.
Docrorate: People are always stopping to chat
with you on the street.

eeeee Scholar: You know every place, every person and
every thing in the area.

Possessed by: Longtime Residents, Beat Cops, Taxi Driv-

ers, Bar Owners

Specialties: A one-city district, small town or rural area

Suscutrure
Lindaput down the phone. “Crawford hasn’t been seen since
Monday. He hasn’t gone to work, he's not at his place, and his
parents don’t know where he is. We've got nothing to go on.”
Jim looked concerned. “We've got to make sure we find him
before that thing does. He still doesn’thave any ideait's after him "
“What did you manage to find out about this Crawford guy?”
“He's a marketing executive, single, studying for his
private pilot’s license. A quiet guy.”
“He's into planes?” Linda said, looking interested.
“Yeah. He's co-owner of a small one that he's leaming tofly.”
Linda smiled broadly. “My old man used to be a real
aviation nut. There's only two airfields in the area that have
hangars and allow PPL trainingflights. One is strictly 9 to 5, but
the other has a clubhouse — and rooms that members can hire,
cheap. That's where we’ll find him.”




Modem society operates on a vast scale. Every day, the
average person sees more people — passing in the street, on
television, in magazines — than most would have seen in a
month a century ago. With so much diversity, almost anyone
can find like-minded individuals, and subcultures inevitably
form. This Knowledge reflects your character’s interest in or
familiarity with such circles, from their celebrities to the places
that members frequent. Many subcultures develop their own
jargon and almost all uphold specific ideals of fashion, behavior,
what's cool and what's important in life. While your character
has a broad awareness of various subcultures in general, she has
a deep understanding of a particular favorite; you must choose
a specialty for this Knowledge. Being accepted by a member of
your character'sspecialtycircle often meansowningaparticular
possession, such as a classic car, or having an appropriate
Ability, such as Computer for a hackers’ group. The higher the
rating, the more respect your character can command. If she has
no such validation, her familiarity with the subculture is
probably theoretical, gained through research rather than
practice. As hunter subcultures form in the future, itmighteven
be possible to gain familiarity with them.

The Storyteller may rule that any Subculture roll with a
difficulty of 8 or higher demands that research be performed
to be familiar with the subject. The exception applies to any
information regarding your character’s specialty, for which
rolls can be made no matter what the difficulty.

. Student: You have an interest in the scene.

oe College: You know the names of the important
people in the subculture.

ses  Masters: Talking the talk and walking the walk is
a pleasure, not a chore.

eeee Docrorate: Youavidly keep up with all the weekly
news and information.

eeeee Scholar: There's nothing about the scene thar
you don’t know.

Possessed by: Teenagers, Hobbyists, Researchers, Enthusiasts

Specialties: Snowboarding, Fandom, Marketing, Trucking

Y tis Hici Cosy of Commirmeny

Redeemers care deeply abour the injured, about individu-
als in pain and about the state of monsters' souls. It is difficult
to maintain compassion and forgiveness in the World of
Darkness, especially when efforts to save others fail and efforts
seem futile, yer the compulsion to save people persists for
Redeemers. Derangement is a constant danger for any hunter,
but especially so for Redeemers, as the repeated stresses of
disappointment, disillusionment and exposure to lethal peril
take their toll. Those who stay focused on Mercy can rise
quickly in Virtue, but as their understanding of their calling
matures, so do the temprations to amass power, wealth or
followers as tools to accomplish even more good. Those whose
focus wavers into other Virtues may be distracted from helping
others, and their sense of identity or purpose can be muddied.

Srending Convicyion

Because Redeemers’ motivating force demands that they
observe and talk to the lost, Redeemers often need to maintain
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high Conviction ratings. Unlike more militant hunters, they
cannot follow their calling without a clear idea of the true
nature of the beings with which they interact. Activating
second sight and edges is imperative to such understanding, but
doing so demands available Conviction points. Redeemers
therefore try to remain focused and pay attention to others
around them at all times. The forgiving may relax their guard
only when they believe themselves relatively safe from the
afflicted, when none of them demand service.

Given the pervasiveness of creatures in the world,
however, a Redeemer can never tell when she will need to
minister to another being (and Conviction points will need
to be spent). Thus, there is a constant risk of exhausting
oneself when vigor for the calling is required most. Ironi-
cally, accepring that a demon cannot be saved and must be
put down can be a relief for some Redeemers, because their
skills are accordingly less in demand. Not that the emotional
trauma of killing is diminished, of course.

In mechanical terms, be careful about cashing in
Conviction for a point of Virtue (and perhaps a new edge).
Try to anticipate when your make character's services
might be in least demand, and hope for the best. Then
again, extra Virtue points or edges gained might actually
allow your character to do more service for the afflicted
than she could with any Conviction points alone.

Rzcaming Convicyion

Redeemers’ commitment for their calling is bolstered
when they are able to help others in need. A person might
have been abused by a creature, or a creature might be poised
to respect humanity and needs to be shown how. Con-
versely, Redeemers’ passion diminishes when people sufter
or die, or creatures prove unremittingly evil despite the
hunters’ efforts. The following actions and events indicate
when Redeemers gain or lose Conviction. As always, the
Storyteller has final say about how Conviction points are
acquired through character actions. Each of these deeds
should confer no more than one point per game session.
Indeed, one point may be all thata character gains by pulling
off a number of these actions in a single chaprer.

¢ Gain a point of Conviction if your Redeemer is able to
convince an monster to act sympathetically toward humans.

¢ Gain a point of Conviction if your Redeemer per-
suades other hunters to change their plans and leave a
harmless monster unmolested.

e Gain a point of Conviction if your Redeemer trusts
an unfriendly monster with her life and is not betrayed.

¢ Gain a point of Conviction if your Redeemer is
clearly able to save someone from imminent death.

e (Optional) Lose a point of Conviction if your
Redeemer isforced to participate in an attack on a monster
that he believes is not malevolent.

e (Optional) Lose a point of Conviction if your
Redeemer fails to prevent someone’s death from injuries
that she could have treated.

@ (Optional) Lose a point of Conviction if a creature
your character spares or shepherds toward compassion
proceeds to inflict harm on anyone.

o
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Ritocaring Yirvue Pomrs

Redeemers value edges that help them achieve under-
standing of creatures, that help save monstrous souls, and that
can be used to save lives. Many different paths can make
contributions to the cause, however. Mercy is the creed's most
important Virtue, invested mostly in Redemption, but Vision
and the Zeal of Judgment can offer some insights and capabili-
ties. Exploration of Defense also helps a Redeemer endure the
trials of monsters’ salvation. Redeemers who manifest Cleave or
other Vengeance edges are often considered too aggressive by
their fellow saviors. To these stern confessors, such capabilities
simply help make a specific, narrow perspective on what's right
and wrong, salvageable and irredeemable, into a reality.

Tz Prics of Excervionat YiRvus

Asanyhunter progresses alonghis chosen path, the terrible
strain of the huntand the horrors the imbued witnessslowly but
surely erode their identity and sanity. What's more, when one
of the imbued attains a high Virtue rating, her all-consuming
dedication to the mission undermines her basic humanity,
making her increasingly incomprehensible, enigmatic, unap-
proachable or perhaps alien even to her closest companions.

Ideally, the derangemenits your character acquires derive
from her personality or experiencesin the hunt. The following
are ailments not covered in the Hunter rules and may afflict
your Redeemer in her efforts to heal the world’s wounds.
Robicrion

Addiction is possibly the most common derangement of
all, and is particularly likely for hunters seeking to escape the
trauma of the real world, even if only for a little while. An
addict is someone who feels physically and psychologically
unable to function without the aid of a particular substance —
usually a drug such as cocaine, heroin or alcohol.

Any time your character goes 24 hours without a fix, the
difficulty of every action increases by one. This penalty remains
in effect until the addict gets a dose. It's possible to eliminate
cravings with intense concentration, but not for very long.
Spend a point of Willpower to negate the penalty for one scene.

Whenever the addict has access to or partakes of his
chosen substance again, make a Willpower roll, difficulty
7, or he goes on a binge (note that Willpower can be spent
to get an automatic success on this roll). A binging addict
takes as much of the drug as he can gert his hands on, by
means fair or foul. A binge continues until your character
passes out, is restrained, or (rarest of all) restrains himself
afterafew hours. In the last case, spend a point of Willpower
in order to be able to make another Willpower roll for your
character to snap out of it. If the roll fails, you cannot spend
Willpower to get another roll during that bout.

Of course, characters who manage to dose themselves
without falling unconscious are still subject to the effects of
their chosen drug.

It's possible to overcome the chronic and compulsive
cravings for a substance, but once your character has been
“cured,” there’s still a lifelong risk of falling off the wagon.
If a character who has overcome addiction willingly par-
takes in his drug of choice at a later date, you must make a

.

Willpower roll, difficulty 9, and get at least three successes.
Otherwise, your character is addicted again. If he's dosed
unwittingly or unwillingly, the difficulty is 7 and only a
single success is required to resist renewed addiction.

Post=T saumaric Svress Disondzr

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (or PTSD, as it's often
known) was once known as “shell shock” or “battle fatigue,”
because of its frequent occurrence among soldiers who expe-
rienced heavy combat. It can also result from other stresses —
it's common among the victims of sexual abuse, for example.

PTSD is very likely to afflict hunters who witness
horrible sights or suffer terrible loss. Indeed, it commonly
affects the imbued as a result of the day-to-day hunt, before
the rigors of high Virtue take hold.

PTSD causesa victim to experience amoment of stress
over again. This flashback is typically triggered the way
normal memories are — by a common stimulus. A veteran
suffering from PTSD might relive a vivid firefight any time
he hears an engine backfire. Someone who was tied to a
dentist’s chair and tortured might flash back any time he
sits in a recliner. The smell of singed hair might trigger a
hunter who watched a loved one burn to death.

When a triggering event occurs, make a Willpower roll,
difficulty 6. If it fails, your character vividly recalls the
stressful event at which he manifested this ailment (a
Willpower point can be spent to resist a flashback automati-
cally). Your character relives his past experience, even
re-enacting motions performed at the time. The veteran,
above, mightdive for cover. The torture victim might writhe
and scream, seemingly inexplicably. The hunter might run
into a room and seem to grab at something that isn't there.
While in the grip of the memory, a victim cannot take any
actions that contradict the hallucination. So, if your charac-
terdidn't have a gun in his hand during his initial trauma, he
can’t use the gun he carries now, during his flashback.

A flashback persists for a few seconds or for the remain-
der of the current scene, depending on how traumatic the
original event was, how reminiscent the flashback’s trigger
is, and perhaps on how badly you fail your Willpower roll.
Another character can try to snap your hunter out of the
flashback, which grants you another Willpower roll to
recover. Only one such extra roll is allowed per episode.
Insomnin

When are hunters more vulnerable or exposed than
during sleep? When a person sleeps, she enters a hallucina-
tory state in which all her suppressed fears come out to play.
She closes her eyes and can’t see anything sneaking up on
her. Worst ofall, when she’s asleep she can't usually protect
herself against the powers of monsters!

Insomniaisextremely common among hunters. Some-
times it becomes so acute that it qualifies as a derangement.
Insomnia isn’t just tossing and turning a few nights a week.
A clinical insomniac can become so sleep-deprived that he
suffers psychotic episodes.

Make a Willpower roll, difficulty 7, every night when
your character attempts to go to sleep. If successful, your
character can sleep normally — at least as normally as is




possible for people who know the truth of the world (a
Willpower point can be spent to get an automatic success). If
the roll fails, your character cannot sleep at all that night. The
day after a sleepless night, there’s no dice-pool penalty, but
another Willpower roll must be made the next night, as usual.
If that roll fails, the difficulties of all rolls increase by one on
the subsequent day (including your next Willpower roll to
sleep). Once an insomniac goes four straight days without
sleep, he is considered to be schizophrenic (see Hunter, p.
204). Exhaustion-induced schizophrenia typically results in
visual and auditory hallucinations, in addition to Insomnia’s
difficulty penalty. Difficulty penalties imposed by Insomnia
never exceed four, no matter how many sleepless nights pass.
Willpower rolls to attempt to sleep continue, though.

A simple night's sleep eliminates even the worst
effects of Insomnia, although subsequent bouts can begin
almost immediately. Booze or pills promise a fairly sure-fire
way to cure the ailment temporarily. Any character who
undergoes this “easy cure” for a month of game time may
exchange the Insomnia derangement for Addiction.

Your character cannot develop this derangement if he
has the Vigilance edge (Hunter Book: Judge, p. 76). If
your character already is an insomniac, he probably cannot
develop thar edge — although he could suffer from the
temporary delusion that he has it.

No Willpower rolls to resist Insomnia need be made for a
character with the Endurance Ability (Hunter Book: De-
fender, p. 67) for the duration established by the character’s
Trait rating, Thereafter, Willpower rolls must be made tosleep,
as is usual for Insomnia, and difficulty penalties are incurred
over successive sleepless nights. (In essence, Endurance lets a
character resist Insomnia, but when Endurance fails, the pen-
alties for Insomnia take precedence over those for the Ability.)

MADKESS

There are many horrors in the World of Darkness. The
risen dead pursue unholy agendas with inhuman dedication.
Bloodsuckers pull strings, drain their victims and flit back
into the shadows to outlive their enemies. Things that are
neither man nor beast explode forth from the hidden places,
rampaging unchecked — seemingly for no reason at all.
Perhaps even worse, it seems there is some unknowable force
at work behind every monster, directing their movements
without their knowledge — remote, intangible manipula-
tors to whom an immortal creature is merely a pawn.

There are indeed bad things out there. But for the
people who are rudely awakened from ignorance there is
another threat, one as close as a lover’s breath, as immedi-
ate as the day’s headlines.

Madness.

Fortunately, imbued don'thave toface thatenemy alone.
Y ¥

Goie Mao

Losing one’s sanity is perhaps the most grievous loss of
all in a conflict with monsters. The struggle against beasts
can actually be simple, after a fashion. We are the heroes.
They are the enemy. Suddenly, a lifetime of inexplicable

abuses and atrocities make sense — they caused them. We
have been their victims. Understanding the truth of the
world can therefore inspire a certain solace. Finally, every-
thing makes sense, even if it is horrific. And now thar an
awakened person knows reality, he can take a certain
comfort in struggling against monsters, because he fights
the good fight, he does what he can to set the world right.
Although the imbued can find vindication in the hunt,
thatsense of self-worth is inevitably eroded by the very monsters
that hunters face. Terrifying spectacles and overwhelming
personal loss can undermine even the most focused hunter's
determination, and eventually his understanding of his condi-
tion and reality. Madness induced by the hardships of the hunt
—torture, the death of family, utrer failure to achieve aguiding
goal — distort even a narrow perspective on the true world.
Loss and defeat can drive hunters to insanity. Suddenly,
you are your own enemy. Now you struggle against yourself
to remain in control, as you used to against the monsters.
Now, who is “us” and who is “them”? You question your own
identity. Youcan't even trust yourself in your former struggle
against the demons. After that, what do you have left?
Fortunately, there is help. There are practical reasons
for the imbued to band together. One of the strongest has
nothing to do with safety in numbers, and everything ro do
with alleviating the emotional burden of contending with
the enemy. Allying with people, even ones with values that
diametrically oppose yours, who know what you do, who see
what you do, can help you share the burden of dealing with
the truth. Other imbued become your support system. They
keep you sane. Indeed, some imbued even concentrate on
keeping their fellows stable and secure, tending to the sanity
of other hunters instead of dealing with monsters. Redeem-
ers are among the most dedicated to this healing cause.
The following material addresses how to implement
derangements in your Hunter game, and explores how
compassionate hunters can seek to alleviate the suffering
of their imbued allies.

PLAYING WiTH MADNESS

The Hunter Storyteller has a great deal of liberty and
discretion when it comes to imposing derangements on charac-
ters. Basically, you have the power to inflict one any time a
character goes through something deemed sufficiently alien
and harmful to a character’s experience and capacity to cope.

Naturally, it behooves the Storyteller to exercise a lot
of discretion with this authority. As a wise man once said,
“It's your game. You can do anything you want — except
make the players show up.” Derangements are a sensitive
topic, because they reduce the control a player has over his
character. Good Storytellers don’t consider derangements
something to fling about casually because a character does
something unexpected or stupid, or because a player pisses
you off. A lot of players don’t put up with that kind of
heavy-handed trearment, and they shouldn’t have to.

Derangements are storytelling tools. Used properly, they
can be a powerful way to examine a personality. Used improp-
erly, they become a punishment meted out by the Storyteller
or (even worse) a joke among players. “My character talks to

o Wiy,
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his teddy bear!"” That kind of humor becomes irritating fast,
and it's a weak approach to an experience that is by definition
one of the most overwhelming to affect the human psyche.

Rssicning Derncemenys

Let's look at two different Storytellers. Gwen runs an
intensely character-driven game. She’s stingy with experience
points, she keeps the power curve low, and she doesn’t allow the
reflexive use of Conviction. Her focus is less on what happens
than on the reactions of the characters. Quite a few of her
sessions involve no combat, and a few haven't even involved
paranormal elements — just characters trying to keep their
lives, jobs and families together in a terrifying world.

Bruce runs a game with more of a pulp flavor. He likes
to see his players think up the kind of big-risk, dramatic ploys
that he sees in action movies, so his game’s protagonists are
a pretty fair match for their antagonists. He emphasizes plot
much more than character, and that's how his players like it.

Gwen probably getsa lot more out of derangements than
Bruce does. Mental ailments just get in the way of his shoot-
'em-up style. Bruce's players are used to playing characters
who are competent, tough and up to the challenge. Gwen's
focus on the individual makes derangements dramatic. Her
players are used to the idea of fragile, flawed characters.

Which style of play is better? Whichever one is the
most fun for everyone involved.

Derangements should never surprise a player. If Karl's
character Brenda has a Caregiver Nature, he shouldn’t be
surprised if Brenda develops a derangement after seeing one
of herchildren butchered. Storytellers who want to make use
of ailments should build up to it by emphasizing the increas-
ing mental strain on characters over several sessions. This
technique also gives the Storyteller a chance to gauge likely
reactions to derangements. If players immediately become
defensive when it's suggested that characters feel frail, the
players may not be ready to roleplay mental disorders.

To put it another way, a character who's been played
thoroughly — on various levels of life such as work relation-
ships, home life and capacity tokill —islikely toreveal inherent
values and weaknesses. If Brenda consistently protects her
children and expresses concern for them, then the next step of
characterization is to allow her a truly dramatic way to explore
their importance, with a disorder regarding their protection. If,
onthe otherhand, acharacterisastock lone wolf, he's probably
not going to reveal any vulnerable side. That’s fine. Lots of
players like running hard-bitten characters who don’t crack
under pressure, and a Storyteller should respect that desire until
there's enough trust for the character to grow into something
with a little more depth and pathos.

Another element you can add to your game — espe-
cially one with heavy Redeemer themes— is the avoidance
of madness. If a Redeemer character starts to notice how
jittery and generally deranged an associate is, and plays the
role of thoughtful listener and helpful friend, the Story-
teller can hold off on imposing derangements. There aren't
many hard-and-fast rulesregarding character madness, and
characters treating each other with sympathy and respect
just might help keep each other sane.

o

Of course, when Virtue scoresrise to 7 and higher, hunters’
minds begin to crack under the pressure of the calling. A
character begins to forget his former life and personal hopes in
favor of accomplishing goals and agendas true to the mission
itself. It’s as if the Messengers' will begins to drown out the
character’s own, supplanting his thoughts and ideals. The hunt
assumes a whole new scope — and becomes a mission that
gradually supercedes everything that was important before.

If your group sticks close to this interpretation of high
Virtue ratings, it's pretty clear when to assign derangements
to a “mature” character. You don't have to adhere to this
rule, though. Characters in Gwen's game might already be
afflicted by ailments given the pressures placed upon them
in day-to-day life. Even high-Virtue ailments might conflict
with Bruce’s style of play, so maybe enforced derangements
aren't the answer. Then again, maybe mental illness can
reinforce a high-action mood, making characters prepared
to fight even each other to achieve personal goals or objec-
tives that are larger than any single individual.

How Do I Hawotz I ?

When your character gets a derangement, don't try to
getout of it. Getinto it, instead. If you were an actor, you'd
probably be thrilled if you were cast as a madman. In
Hunter, an unstable character can be a source of the same
kind of depth and intensity.

If your Storyteller does her job, your character develops
aderangement that fits both his personality and the situation
that imposes the ailment. For example, an extremely violent
character might experience fugue states as some part of him
denies hisbloodthirstiness and seeks escape. A compassionate
hunter who witnesses a creature she protected turn on her
friends might develop Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder as the
image of her deadly error exerts an constant dread on her.

The key tosuccessfully playing a character with a derange-
ment (or more than one) is to take it seriously. Remember that
these behaviors make sense to your character. Maybe noton the
strictly logical level, but who lives life by logic alone? Maybe
reciting a Buddhist sutra every time he tumns a doorknob makes
him feel safer — and failing to do it paralyzes him with fear. If
you really want todo it right, visit the library and have a look at
the Diagnostic Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders to see what
doctors say about derangements and the behavior they cause.

Back FRom YHE BRINK

Roleplaying a character who's falling apart can be tragic
and dramatic. Playing that same character as he rebuilds his
life and sanity can be inspiring and rewarding. Then there’s
playing a character who makes helping others back into the
real world, no matter how terrifying the world is, a life's
calling. All three possibilities offer great roleplaying poten-
tial and emphasize the human aspect of the hunter condition.

Be warned though: Reconstructing a spirit and psyche
is not easy, not fast and certainly not certain.

To escape the torments of madness, a subject must find
a psychologist, social worker, psychiatrist or someone else
whose stock-in-trade is the mending of minds. Redeemers
are just such people. For our purposes, therapy can be broken
into two categories: talk therapy and chemical therapy.




Ve T atxing Cure

Practiced by psychologists, dervishes, social workers,
priests and philosophers, the goal of talk therapy is to get
to the root of a conceptual, intellectual or emotional
problem and resolve it purely through cogitation. There
are a number of advantages to this form of treatment, not
least of which is the avoidance of chemical side effects.
Furthermore, this type of treatment is personal and holds
less of a chance of a disastrous error in diagnosis.

Unfortunately, the talking cure is slow. Expect your
character to spend months of game time going to weekly or
twice-weekly therapy sessions before your Storyteller lets
you make a roll to try to shake his problem.

Playersand Storytellersshouldn tignore therichroleplaying
possibilities of therapy sessions. [f your character has a derange-
ment, it’s the result of a particular episode you played through.
Your character was in the middle of it and your character just
reacted. Now is your chance tosit back, examine hisactionsand
explain why. In addition to action, you get a chance to reveal
motivation — to explain how your character thinks and thus
get to know him better — so don't sell it short.

Talk therapy tends to regard separate syndromes as expres-
sionsofacentral whole. Forexample, many drugaddictsarealso
prone to fugue states or insomnia (insomnia is also common if
the addict started using the drug to get to sleep; as a tolerance
builds, the insomnia returns). Many schizophrenics are also
paranoid as they can't even trust redlity from day to day.
Therapists generally target one behavior for removal first. The
one they pick depends on the patient. When addiction is
combined with another illness, the therapist targets the addic-
tion first, as it's unlikely that progress can be made elsewhere
until the compulsion is dealt with. Schizophrenia and multiple
personalities are generally dealt with last of any ailment com-
bination, as they are often the most entrenched and difficult to
treat. In game terms, separate rolls are made for each derange-
ment (see below for the mechanics of treating conditions).

Redeemers, generally being helpful and empathetic, are
often tempted to become therapists for their fellows. They
might not have any training — indeed, they probably don't
consciously set out to “cure” anyone. Instead, it just seems
natural tofall intoa pattern of sympatheric listeningand advice.

[t'snot impossible for this sort of unskilled therapy to work,
but it’s tricky. The close emotional bond between participants
is its greatest strength, but also its greatest weakness. Listening
to a friend pour out all the pain in her heart is exhausting.

Both players should roleplay through an impromptu
“therapy session,” with the Storyteller making notes about how
well she thinksthe would-be “therapist” does. A Redeemerwho
suspends judgment and respects what the “patient” says is more
helpful thanone whosays, “You know, what youshoulddo is. . ..”
Yet, someone who just listens and never calls bullshit on thin
rationales and defenses doesn’t do a lot of good, either.

The following modifiers affect a Willpower roll to
determine whether a character’s ailment is alleviated. Typi-
cally, a roll is made when a patient arrives at some kind of
catharsis regarding her outlook or habits. Maybe she realizes
that there really was nothing she could do to save her family
before they were killed, and she can stop blaming herself.
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Perhaps a character accomplishes some amazing feat while
fighting an addiction and realizes the good he can do if he
staysstraight. Or receiving thanks for sparinga creature from
harm can convince a hunter that she doesn’t need to hide
her true self behind a fabricated identity.

Of course, such revelatory eventsstill go hand in hand
with extensive therapy. Otherwise, how does the character
know to find the best in this most recent development?
Generally, characters who suffer from multiple derange-
ments can make a roll after as little as three to five months
of therapy (after all, the worse off you are the more room
there is for improvement). Characters with a single ail-
ment might take four to six months before they show signs
of recovery, because that condition commands so much
attention in their lives and is therefore hard to shake.

The difficulty of a recovery Willpower roll is 7, but it can
be increased or decreased by a number of factors, as shown
below. Rolls are often extended, accumulating successes over a
period of weeks after initial progress is achieved. The patient
increasingly comes to terms with himself and his life (rolls are
successful and the required total is achieved), or some tragedy
occurs and the character suffers a setback or complete relapse
(rolls fail or botch). The total number of successes required to
achieveafull recovery isdecided by the Storyteller— anywhere
from six for a minor fixation to 20 for full-blown dementia.

Factor Difficulty Modifier
You've skipped a lot of +1

therapy sessions lately

You haven't told your +2

therapist about the supernatural

-1to+2,dependingon
roleplaying

+1 per Virtue point
that's 7 or higher

Your therapist is untrained

You have Virtues rated 7+

You roleplay your therapy -1
sessions with brutal honesty

Your counselor has had -1
experience with the paranormal

Example: When Cora kills a defenseless person (true, one
who misguidedly protects a deader, but a human being none-
theless), the only thing that seems to relieve her pain is booze.
Unfortunately, the sun always rises, and the guilt comes
rushing back. Pretty soon, she has to get drunk every day.

Coracandeal with the complaints from her old friendsand
co-workers — they don't (can't!) understand. But after she
breaks out a bottle on watch one night and one of the walking
dead gets into her group’s safe house, Cora knows she has a
problem. She decides to go to Alcoholics Anonymous for help.

She manages to stay clean and sober for months of game
time (her player spends Willpower to resist temprations to
drink and accepts penalties when Willpower is lean). During
that time, Cora stands up at AA meetings a few times and
describes her troubles — but only in vague terms. (“] let
someone die because | made a mistake” as opposed to, “When
he wouldn't step aside, I pulled the trigger and then killed the
monster he was protecting.”) The player gets quite emotional
in such confessionals and carries off the difficult act bravely.
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When Cora saves a normal person’s life by talking a
monster out of killing its hostage, the Storyteller decides that
Cora has worked hard enough. He reviews the elements of her
treatment. She hasn't told her “therapist” (in this case, the
AA group) about the supernatural, so that's +2 to difficulry,
butshe is roleplayed to the hilt, so that’s-1, fora total difficulty
of 8. Cora'splayerrollsher 6 Willpower and gets two successes.
Cora has made a significant breakthrough against her addic-
tion and is on the road to recovery. The Storyteller requires a
similar roll once a week till 12 successes are accumulated.
Cora's resolve does not falter, and she eventually beats her
addiction (she no longer suffers derangement penalties) —as
long as she can stay on the wagon.

Example: Ever since Michael was attacked in his own
home, he hasn't been able to leave the house orfall asleep unless
he has searched every room with the sight— and a loaded gun.
He knows thisroutine isunreasonable because hekilled the one
creature that knew where he lived, but he still feels compelled.
When this obsession delays Michael on one occasion and an
allyis badly wounded as aresult, he feels crushing guiltand seeks
solace in someone outside the group who can still understand.

Steve isn’t a therapist; he'sa bartender. He was working
the night Michael stalked a thing into the bar. Everything
was fine till the “guy” went nuts at a table, making a scene.
Steve stepped up to get things under control. When he saw
that the drunk wasn’t even alive, Steve froze. He couldn't
move or act or even think. Before Steve could get himself
killed, however, Michael dragged him out of the bar. Every-
one else seemed to be running away, too. That was the only
time Steve ever saw a monster. Only Michael, his savior and
new means to the truth, had answers to his many questions.

Having been told so much by Michael, and being prepared
to do whatever he can to help the cause, Steve is glad to lend a
sympathetic ear for Michael’s problem. Without much direct
experience with monsters, the bartender doesn't offer much in
the way of advice. Although Steve starts out as a Storyteller
character, the players like him so much that other characters
come to the bar to unload their problems on him. In fact, when
another of the players' characters dies, that player asks if he can
take over Steve, who continues to have a receptive ear—even
if only to better educate himself about the truth.

After months of listening and eventually even working
with Michael, Steve finally getsfed up: “Look, you gotall these
powers and shit. You were equipped by God or something so
you could do stuff, not just sit on your ass in your house like
some survival nut. I mean, shit. So one of them got the drop
on you. You paid him back, didn't you? So get over it. If it'd
been me, I'da been dead before | even figured out what was
going on. Give yourself some credit.” The Storyteller decides
this is the make-or-break moment for Michael, confronted as
he is with an even harsher reality as endured by a bystander.

The difficulty of the Willpower roll is modified as
follows: -1 because Michael's “therapist” has had some
experience with the paranormal; +1 because of Steve’s
confrontational (and not very articulate) therapeutic style;
and +1 because Michael didn't seek counseling regularly
— he'd stop by the tap whenever he felt down. This makes
for an 8 difficulty. Michael’s player rolls Willpower and
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gets one success. Michael has indeed been shown the light
and has the potential to regain control of his life.

Over the next few sessions with Steve, Michael asks
what his friend has learned about the real world, and how
Steve has learned to cope. The Storyteller sets a goal of eight
successes to be accumulated for Michael to recover com-
pletely. When Michael discovers his neighbor killed in a
gruesome fashion however, the Storyteller asks Michael's
player to roll Willpower again to see how the character copes
with the discovery and its threat. The roll botches. The
Storyteller eliminates all accumulated successes. Michael
falls into asevere bout of paranoia, flees to his home and seals
himselfaway instead of doing somethingabout his neighbor's
fate. Perhaps renewed therapy will talk Michael out of his
sheltered existence and intensified derangement.

Bevver Living Yuroucn Cremicats

For the desperately imbalanced, chemical therapy may be
more effective orattractive than talk therapy. This treatment
assumes that mental illness is caused by brain chemistry as
much as by emotional trauma. The best psychiatrists insist
that their pharmaceuticals are supplements to, not replace-
ments for, normal talk therapy. There is lot of demand for
mental health care however, and the temptation to go with a
quick chemical fix is extremely seductive — not least because
it sometimes works. Schizophrenia responds particularly well
to medical treatment, for example. Some doctors believe
there’s a genetic basis for schizophrenia, and that the illness
can lie dormant for years until a stressful situation — such as
almost any event in the hunt — causes it to manifest.

Nonetheless, medicinal abuses happen. Many mental-
health researchers believe Ritalin is grossly over-prescribed
for Attention Deficit Disorder because it works perfectly for
only a small percentage of patients. It literally seems like a
wonder drug for these individuals. The doctor finds this
success as rewarding as hitting a home run, so the next time
she diagnoses ADD she swings for the fence again. It doesn't
work? Well, maybe this patient’s magic bullet is Xanax or
Prozac, or Lithium or Librium or Thorazine....

Your character’s chances with chemical therapy de-
pend on the skill of his psychiatrist. An uninspired therapist
— one or two dots in Science (Psychiatry) and a 3 Intelli-
gence or so — probably tries a litany of prescriptions until
something takes effect. If your character searches for the
best help available, his therapist’s Science (Psychiatry)
score probably equals your character’s Resources rating.

If the psychiatrist really knows what he’s doing and is
willing to undertake an intensive program of medication
and therapy, you can start using the talking-cure rules after
Dnly four weeks, instead of months, and no cathartic
experience is required to inspire a transition. If treatment
succeeds in counteracting an ailment, no more sessions or
drugs are required thereafter, unless some horrible events
throws the patient into regression.

With a less proficient doctor, the Storyteller makes a
Science (Psychiatry) roll in secret after one month of game
time. The difficulty is 8 or 9, depending on whether the
doctor really cares but has limited experience or is just
pushing pills. If the roll succeeds, the derangement is held in




check as long as the patient continues to take his medicine.
There may be some side effects, such as your character
feeling as if he's constantly drooling, but the most disgusting
symptoms are suppressed. If the doctor's roll is botched, the
patient may manifest another derangement — almost cer-
tainly addiction, hysteria, manic-depression, paranoia or
schizophrenia. This secondary derangement can be purged
by going without the wrongly prescribed medicine for a
month, putting your character back at square one.
Because medicine can be used to affect specific ail-
| ments, individual conditions can be targeted for patients
| with multiple derangements. Sometimes a drug even affects
more than one ailment at the same time (see the descrip-
tions of disorders and the drugs that counter them, below).
Medical doctors who are not trained specifically in
psychiatry can still write prescriptions for psychotropics, but
psychiatrists are specialists for good reason. A broken mind
| isn't like a burst appendix. Ifa M.D. who dabbles in psychiatry
| administersdrugs, roll Intelligence +1 (regardless of Medicine
l rating). For a character with a Medicine specialty that’s
- applicable, such as Psychiatry or Psychopharmacology, roll
Intelligence + Medicine. Consider the doctor to be an “unin-
spired” psychiatrist for use of the recovery systems, above.
An unlicensed hobbyist who has read the Physician's
Desk Reference and who tries to follow the articles in The
Lancet is an even worse bet for pharmaceutical treatment.
If someone without Science (Psychiatry) or Medicine tries
to dispense drugs, don't even bother with a roll. Assume
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the “patient” is misdiagnosed or misprescribed (considered
the “doctor's” effort to have botched, as detailed above). A
character buying some schoolkid’s Ritalin because a buddy
said it would help him focus is not the way to get well.

T iws For Your MeDicing

There are a lot of psychotropic medicines in use. Asa
guideline, here are some of the most commonly prescribed,
broken down by the derangements they treat. Each de-
scription includes a list of possible side effects. Note that
not everyone who takes these drugs suffers side effects.
Some are lucky. Rarely does a given drug result in more
than one side effect, in any event.

If your Chal'ﬂctﬂl' suffers fl'(}ITI. the Sll.de EHEC[S {Jf a
medication, your Storyteller may assign penalties to certain
actions or in certain situations. It's up to her. Drowsiness, for
example, can be represented by imposing a +1 difficulty to
all Strength-, Dexterity-, Perception- and Wits-based rolls.
Depression can be represented by a loss of Willpower oreven
Conviction points (the latter probably results with derange-
mentsinduced by high-Virtue rating rather than by ailments
suffered from the nightly hunt). Dizziness can increase the
difficulties of Dexterity and Perception rolls by one.

Getting prescription medicine without a prescription
isn't exactly simple — or legal. Given the average imbued’s
propensity to get into legal trouble however, many characters
may find themselves in the dilemma of going off their medi-
cine or filling a prescription by any means necessary — and
sending up a big warning flag to the local police department.
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Ironically, such characters would have an easier time if
they were prescribed heavy-duty shit like Demerol. People take
Demerol (which is basically synthetic heroin, only more pure)
for fun, so there's an illegal distribution infrastructure in place.
By contrast, Haldol has little to no criminal support structure.

Getting a nonrecreational prescription medicine re-
quires an Intelligence + Streetwise roll, difficulty 8. This
difficulty is reduced by one for every two points your charac-
ter has in Resources, Contacts or Allies (use the highest
Background). Naturally, this bonus applies only if Contacts
or Alliesare the kind of people who arrange illegal drug buys.

Paranoia, Hysteria, Post-Traumatic Stress Disor-
der, Obsessive/Compulsive Disorder

These ailments are known as the anxiety disorders,
which are often treated with Librium, Xanax or Valium.
Valium and Xanax are the medicines of choice for mild
cases. Valium is a light sedative that can cause unwanted
drowsiness. Xanax is a selective-serotonin re-uptake in-
hibitor (or SSRI) that can also induce drowsiness, or
depression or light-headedness. Librium can cause fatigue,
in addirion to dizziness, muscular weakness or nausea.

Schizophrenia

Thorazine is a low-powered drug for schizophrenia,
prescribed to those whose hallucinations are judged to be
mild or infrequent. It can result in blurred vision or dizziness.
Lethargy is such a common side effect that many nurses refer
to “the Thorazine shuffle” when they see a patient moving
with the drug'’s characteristic slow gait. More extreme or
violentepisodes mav require Haldol, the effectsof which can
be unfocussed anxiety, muscle stiffness or muscular tremors.

Alcoholism

There's no medical cure for alcoholism, but Valium (see
above) is often prescribed to take the edge off withdrawal.

Insomnia

The smart people who decline to self-trear insomnia with
booze or other sedatives may get a prescription for Halcion.
Halcion cansometimes cause diziness, exhaustion or headaches.

Depression

Prozac, the crown-prince of SSRls, is perhaps the most
widely prescribed depression treatment in the world. Its
most common side effects are insomnia or sexual dysfunc-
tion, but there have been incidents of much more serious
problems, including hysteria. Like all SSRIs, Prozac re-
quires several weeks to take effect. An alternative is
Wellbutrin, which is sometimes associated with sleepless-
ness or with occasional fits of jittery nervousness.

Manic-Depression

Lithium is a common “cure” for bipolar disorder (as
“manic-depression” is currently called). It's a powerful
mood regulator but is associated with diarrhea, dizziness,
lethargy, nausea or physical tremors.

LDGES

A great deal of debate exists abour the nature of hunters
and the origins of their mysterious capabilities. Hunters have
various outlooks on life and the world, justas all people do, and
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Human therapy is based on centuries of study and
experience, which gives it a decent chance of coping
with most human traumas. The question remains,
however: Are the derangements manifested by im-
bued with 7 or more Virtue ordinary mental illnesses?
Considering their mysterious source, ordinary therapy
— even therapeutic drugs — might not have the
slightest effect.
The decision of whether therapy can alleviate the
mental and emotional static that results from high
Virtue is ultimately up to the Storyteller and the needs
of individual stories. It sounds like a cop-out, but only
u can decide what's appropriate to your chronicle’s
me, setting and tone. Considering the erratic,
table manner in which the Messengers seem to
ate, it might even be possible for one Virtue-
induced ailment to be treated successfully,and another
to resist all medical expertise.
Some hunters are reputedly capable of easing the
torment of extremist imbued. See the new edges in
- Hunter Book: Innocent for possibilities.

groups of like-minded imbued seem to form just as circles form
among normal folk. Hunters, however, know the truth abour
the world, and they possess strange powers seemingly be-
queathed upon them to do something about the horrific state of
reality. Yet the variationsand permutations of these capabilities
seem simultaneously to parallel and defy the lines drawn by
hunter outlooks. Chosen whosstrive to turn creatures from their
wicked ways can often facilitate communication and peace —
but then there are such “facilitators” who are empowered to
condemn the unrepentant just as quickly, with extremely
aggressive powers. Add to this confusion the capacity to heal
among the forgiving— or harm the remorseless seemingly with
the same edge. Where are lines between hunter groups drawn
when the imbued have as many takes on their purpose as there
are chosen, and the capabilities bestowed upon them seem just
asmyriad? Can there even be definitions among hunter circles,
and should their powers be shared for the greater good or
withheld in hopes of finding some badge of identity? That's for
the imbued themselves to decide.

The following new edges are characteristic of Redeemers’
compassion and charity. They're available to hunters of all
creeds, however. As “alternative” edges are more frequently
described during face-to-face interaction and on hunter-net,
minds are exposed tonew possibilities in the calling, and more
people can acquire these unprecedented capacities.
® QurreacH

This edge allows the user to appear reasonable and non-
threatening to one monster, The creature is not necessarily
alarmed by orwary of the user, nordoesitfeel any particularneed
torespond violently toward him. Of course, most supernaturals
considerall humans harmless, but that can change rapidly once
a human proves able to see the crearure for whar it truly is, or if
that person manifests any inexplicable capabilities. By using




Qutreach, the imbued is able to persuade a monster that he is
no threat to it, despite his being able to see the creature and
despite his repertoire of skills. Your character must be unarmed
and visibly nonaggressive for this effect to work, and he must
make some reassuring comment to the subject such as, “It’s all
right, I'm not a threat,” or “Wouldn't it be nice to speak
peacefully and be civilized to each other for once?” To the
responsive creature’s mind, the approaching person simply
seems innocuous, perhaps even interesting, but not overtly
dangerous or even particularly tempting to prey upon. At no
point is the creature under any form of mind control.

System: Roll Manipulation + Mercy, difficulty 6. One
success allows your character to come across as harmless —
although perhaps still mildly suspicious—for the remainder
of the scene. Three or more successes make him seem like a
reasonably pleasant or intriguing person, for a human. The
effect applies to a designated creature, not to all in your
character’s presence. That being is singled out by your
hunter'’s approach and concentration (you have to tell the
Storyteller which monster is addressed). The monster must
be able to see your character and hear his voice for the edge
to function. Your character need not necessarily be able to
see and hear the creature he hopes to “tame,” as in the case
of an invisible ghost or a creature in hiding, for example.

Demonstrating awareness of a monster's true nature or
activating other edges does not particularly disturb the
subject. Bear in mind, however, that although the monster
might have no particular reason to harm your character,
there’s nothing stopping it from doing so. Psychotic or
purely malevolent creatures aren't deterred from attacking
your character. Wary or paranoid beings are not necessarily
reassured at all, and a creature’s goals are never altered.
Furthermore, picking up a weapon, taking aggressive action
or attempting to touch an unconsenting subject all cancel
the effects of this edge. This power can allow a hunter to
approach a creature with the opportunity to be heard and
perhaps initiate a productive dialogue — assuming the
creatures doesn't have good reason to turn a deaf ear.

Some ancient monsters, at the Storyteller's discretion,
may not be affected by your hunter's plea at all, as they are
too removed from their former humanity to care about an
overture from one of their prey.

This edge has no effect on other imbued, bystanders or
other people. Whether it succeeds or fails to facilitate
contact, this power can be used upon only one creature in
any given scene.
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With sufficient observation, certain hunters find it
possible to deduce information about a monster's past life
as a human, about a thing the creature still misses and
regrets losing. A whole range of different cues and hintsare
put together on which to compose a reliable deduction —
the observer simply knows the subject’s pain, perhaps
because he values humanity so highly or his compassion
makes him receptive to the feelings of others, even mon-
sters. It takes about an hour of surveillance to piece
together enough clues about a creature’s behavior and
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mannerisms to have a chance of gaining an insight. The
way it looks wistfully at a courting couple might be a clue
to lost love. A nervous habit of flicking over a menu in a
bar could suggest that food is missed. A valid insight instills
a strong feeling of sympathy and pity in the observer, as if
inspired by a bond between hunter and monster.

Usually, the only insight that can be gained about mindless
creatures is that they do not appear capable of thought and
therefore miss nothing from any previous human existence.
Truly ancient monsters that have completely forgotten their
human existence may be unreadable — a veritable blank
emotional slate. Absolutely unrepentant beings that revel in
their supernatural condition inspire revulsion in an onlooker.

System: After spending approximately an uninterrupted
hour watching a creature’s behavior for signs of humanity,
your character can glean enough information to allow you to
make a Wits + Mercy roll, difficulty 6. One success reveals the
foremost thing that the subject misses about being human,
and the degree to which that longing might affect the subject.
Forexample, a creature could watch children at play ina park,
asign that it misses its old family life and can be reduced to
tears when confronted with a photo of its own kids.

More successes reveal increasingly subtle regrets about
or losses from a past existence. At two successes, a creature
might seem to miss its kids, but it’s also apparent that it
regrets not having treated a spouse better and thus having
made a better parent. Maybe a sight of a parent pushing a
child on a swing seems to affect the subject very subtly but
profoundly. At three successes, it might be apparent that the
subject's sorrow over lost children and a bad marriage might
derive froma previous sense of inadequacy, that the monster
was never good enough for his family before, and isn't good
enough toapproach any children or parents in the park now.
Each such extra success and corresponding layer of percep-
tion grants your character increasing material with which ro
approach a creature and establish a sympathetic rapport —
all the better to truly understand the being and perhaps help
it change its unnatural existence.

Insight can be gained into only one creature at a rime,
and at least one hour'’s observation is required to understand
abeing. Subsequent efforts can be made with the same being
if it doesn't sit still for the requisite hour, or to gain more
successes and greater personal understanding. Once three or
more successes have been achieved regarding a creature,
there is usually little else to understand about the thing.

Thispower cannot be used to perceive the regrets of people
or hunters, not even hunters with Virtues rated 7 or more.
® oo PynisH

This edge allows a confessor to draw on the buried
remnants of humanity — if any exist at all — within a
recalcitrant monster to subject it to the terror and pain that
it would inflict upon would-be prey. Your character need
only touch a monster to create this effect. Some Redeemers
considerita lesson taughtand believe that the power derives
from the moral high ground on which the hunter stands.
Other saviors consider the edge a curse and literally invoke
an oath that a monster will suffer that which it would inflict.
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Regardless of how the power is understood, both condemn-
ing and forgiving Redeemers may possess it, because all can
recognize that some unrepentant entities must be punished.

System: Roll Wits + Mercy, difficulty 6. Your charac-
ter must concentrate for one turn and then make physical
contact with the intended monster (or touch the space
occupied by aspirit). In that turn, your hunter may focus on
the penance thar a creature must pay for its sins, or wish its
predations be reflected back on it. A successful Brawl
attack may be required to contact a resisting target, al-
though no damage need be inflicted to activate the power.

The effects of the edge can kick in within a number of
hours equal to your successes rolled. In that period, every
time the monster attempts to attack a normal person (not
a hunter or another supernatural creature) in any way, it
experiences a premonition of the pain and suffering its
actions will cause. Each monster hasa different experience.
One could respond as if it were the victim in question.
Another might get a flash of artacking a former or current
loved one. Or a creature could have a vision of itself at its
most monstrous and be horrified by its own depravity.

In order for a monster to perform an attack despite its
experience, a Willpower roll, difficulty 8, is required.
Successes achieved must exceed your own. If the Willpower
roll fails, the monster loses its action that turn. Further
attempts to attack a target are allowed in subsequent turns,
but more Willpower rolls must be made, and further waves
of remorse wash over the creature. If a Willpower roll
botches, the creature suffers a truly violent attack of shame
and flees its intended victim, possibly even suffering a
permanent change in behavior, at the Storyteller's discre-
tion. Note that the Willpower roll of a truly ancient or
soulless creatures might be at a reduced difficulty. Alterna-
tively, such entities might ignore thisedge's effectsentirely.

A Redeemer can apply this power simultaneously to
anumber of targets equal to his Mercy rating, and he does
not have to be in proximity to any of them. The effect
persists even if your character is rendered Incapacitated.
Repeated application of this effect on the same subject
dOeS not dUCS not h-'l\"'t‘ any CUInUlatiVe effect- Th.e dllra'
tion Df the p(}-wer can be cut Short at your Chﬂl’actel—‘s
discretion, from any distance. If an attempt to use Punish-
ment against a subject fails (you get no successes on your
Wits + Mercy roll), the edge cannot be attempted against
the same creature again in the same scene.
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When this edge is acrivared, the user assumes a forbid-
ding fagade to monstrous eyes. She literally seems to
represent all that is good and pure and worthy about
humanity — everything that monsters of ill intent are not,
or thar they wish they could have but are denied. It's as if
the imbued embodies such an ideal that her very presence
is unbearable, a reminder of everything that monsters have
lost, invoking overwhelming feelings of misery, guilt or
downright fear. Staying in the user’s presence is an act of
will, and most affected creatures try to get away from heras
quickly as possible. The imbued might feel such over-
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whelming pity for monsters that they're utterly ashamed.
Or she might believe herself the veritable hand of God
come to show creatures the error of their ways.

Some creatures are not affected, however. Those who
actively seek redemption for their inhuman acts, or who feel
genuine regret for crimes committed as monsters are not
driven off. The user still seems to personify a human ideal,
but she is attractive rather than terrifying, a role model to
imitate rather than a confessor come to demand penance.

System: This edge drives away monsters that have
hostile intentions toward humanity in general, or that have
yet to morally question their own malicious acts. Spend a
point of Conviction and one action to activate this edge. For
the remainder of the current scene, any aggressive monster
that sees your character can be affected. Roll Appearance +
Mercy, difficulty 6. A resisted Willpower roll, also difficulty
6, must be made for each affected monster already in your
character’s vicinity or that approaches thereafter. If its roll
loses, a monster flees immediately. Spending a Willpower
point allows a monster one more Willpower roll in the
subsequent turn to resist your character's presence. If that
roll fails, no more are allowed.

Your character can be attacked by creatures that manage
to resist his daunting presence. Attacks don't terminate this
edge prematurely, though, if other monsters arrive before the
end of the scene. This power does fail if your character
becomes Incapacitated or he terminates it intentionally. The
edge can be acrivated only once per scene. The Storyteller
may rule that certain powerful or ancient monsters are im-
mune to this edge; they have forgotten or dismissed their past
lives and are no longer deterred by any values upheld then.

Penitent monsters in your character's presence find
her compelling and reassuring. The difficulties of all Social
rolls made toward these beings are at -2. This edge has no
effecton other people or hunters, not even hunters with 7+
Virtue ratings.
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Drawing on the same divisions within a monster's soul
as Abjure does, the user can fill a supernatural target with
near-suicidal self-loathing. This hatred is normally acti-
vated when the imbued makes ascomful or pitying comment
to creatures about what they have become, such as “Look
at yourselves,” or “What do you think you are’” The
resulting frenzy of self-loathing lasts momentarily, bur
makes victims lash out at themselves in fury.

System: Spend two Conviction points and roll Manipula-
tion + Mercy, difficulty 8. One action must be spent to express
concern or scom. All monsters that hear your character and
thathave hostile intentions toward humanity in general, or that
have yet to morally question their own malicious acts, can suffer
damage. A resisted Willpower roll, difficulty 6, is made against
your single roll for each potential victim. Each outstanding
success that you achieve imposes one level of damage, probably
lethal, that monsters inflict upon themselves using any handy
means of the Storyteller’s choice. Generally, amonster seeks to
do itself the worst harm possible, even if it's utterly self-
destructive. A vampire might therefore throw itself into a




nearby inferno, for example. Damage caused can be soaked, if
allowed. Armor may also apply if appropriate. This power can
be used only once per scene.

The Storyteller may rule that certain powerful or truly
ancient monsters are immune to this effect as they feel no regret
for what they have become and thus do not punish themselves.

Penitent monsters, those who actively seek redemp-
tion for their inhuman acts or who feel genuine regret for
crimes committed as monsters, are not forced to harm
themselves. The Storyteller decides which creatures these
are if you or your character do not already know. To
salvageable creatures’ eyes, your character is a forgiving
messiah figure, perhaps come to save their souls.

This edge has no effect on the imbued, bystanders or
other people.

Hotome our Horg

In the World of Darkness, monsters are made but not
always born. Sometimes, the pervasive decayand corruption
imposes choices or conditions on a person that he does not
seek or welcome but must endure all the same. A street
person might accept unlife as the only escape from the
squalor in which he has always wallowed. An influential
business magnate might be told that he can undergo arite of
initiation into a mysterious cult or be killed. Sometimes, the
resultisa “monster,” a being that’s forced out of the light, no
longer quite human, that lurks on the fringes of human
society and that must prey upon people in order to survive
— to fulfill that impulse which all things must obey. But
because not all monsters wanted such a fate, not all monsters
are beyond hope. There are those that wish to be people
again, human beings that can live normal lives, with friends
and maybe even family. Others wish simply to be allowed to
pass from this world so that they no longer need afflict abuses
upon the undeserving. Monsters who regret their choices or
wish to escape their condition can seek forgiveness, salva-
tion — the very things that Redeemers offer.

Unfortunately, the biggest stumbling block to achieving
salvation formany creaturesis that very urge that haunts them
nightly: survival. Swearing off sustenance is grueling for any
creature — whether thar source is food, blood, fear or souls.
Even creatures that do not need to inflict harm to gain
strength are still aware that what they do — be it soaking up
the peace felt within a church or draining the vitality from a
neighborhood — is inherently wrong. Either way, monsters’
very compulsion to prey and survive separates them from what
they used to be and keeps them from being that way again.

Fortunately, one confessor thinks she has found the
answer to penitent monsters’ dilemma. Alice196, a young
Chicago woman, has developed a technique thar seems to
allow the lost to draw sustenance and energy from a harm-
less, renewable “source,” rather than from living victims.
She stumbled across the method as part of a determined
campaign to redeem a friend's former lover. Although the
basic technique is relatively simple, it's time-consuming and
must involve an object with strong emotional significance
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toaparticularcreature. An additional benefit is that reliance
on this source seems to remind a subject of its lost humanity
and the things it cherished before, helping to bring the being
closer to feeling human.

Alice continues to explore the possibilities of her dis-
covery. She has shown the results to a few like-minded
imbued. She has yet to make any formal announcement of
the technique as she waits to ensure its effectiveness; she has
not even mentioned it on any hunter Internet list. Little
does she know that word has already begun to spread from
her initial disciples, with what repercussions no ones knows.

So far, only Redeemers have shown the necessary
understanding to create a source. Unless the Storyteller
decides otherwise, members of other creeds simply seem to
lack the single-minded dedication to rehabilitating crea-
tures to be able to create such items, even though members
of other creeds can possess Redemption edges.

MsrHoD

Creating sources is a painstaking, exhausting process,
primarily because one can be made for only a single,
specific creature. Multiple beings cannot gain sustenance
from one source, and certainly not from one that wasn't
provided for them.

The key lies in finding an object from a creature’s past
that has intense meaning and emotional significance to the
being. Easier said than done: The mind — let alone the
monstrous one — is complicated. Items that have the
correct resonance for a penitent may be things the creature
showed little interest before, and thus there may be no record
of what to look for or where an item may have gone. In
addition, although the former possessions of the newly
transformed may still be extant, few of them are particularly
significant. Knowing where a warlock'’s onetime house is
may be of little use if you need aring he gave as agift 10 years
ago. Old creatures present a different problem. Although
any item from their lives may have considerable hold over
them after all this time, only one or two such heirlooms
might still exist. And then, a potentially penitent monster
might not actually trust a hunter with information about its
past life and values, thus forcing your character to guess at
what the creature might prize now (Storytellers: A spirit’s
anchor has the potential to be a valid source. See Chapter 7
of Hunter: The Walking Dead).

It takes time and effort to track down and identify an
appropriate object for a creature. First of all, a Redeemer has
toresearch her subject’s previous life, discovering as much as
she can about the person, what his hopes and dreams were,
what he liked, whom he loved. Next, she has to track down
surviving artifacts that belonged to her subject. Thisstepcan
require a considerable amount of investigation, historical
study and even archaeology in some cases. She has to see an
item from the creature’s past to tell if it is suitable. If it is, she
might be aware of a certain nostalgic “warmth” about it that
reflects the item’s emotional value. Other Redeemers claim
to recognize intuitively the personal importance of an item
based on the life they've studied. Still others sense such a
bond forming with their subject that they experience asense

of elation upon discovering an appropriate item and feel
virtually what the penitent would.

Cherished items are typically small and portable. No
pianos or cars have yet to be reported as sources. Once the
search for such an elusive prize is complete and the item is
delivered to the deserving creature, it seems to provide him
with an emotional alternative to sustenance. The need for
blood or the suffering of others is replaced by the reward of
possessing the item again and being reminded of whart was
so important in life, once upon a time.

Sysrem

Searching for and identifying a source takes a consid-
erable amount of time — but also a superlative
understanding of the creature for which it is sought. The
process cannot even begin unless a Redeemer has a 3
Research or Intuition, and a 2 Empathy. Nor can your
character ever perform more than one search at a time.

Conviction must be set aside to represent the search
itself, which is almost always exhausting, intensive and frus-
trating. These pointsshould be kept track of on your character
sheet. They are no longer available to be risked on edge rolls
or to be spent to activate second sight or powers. Each point
represents anywhere from one day to one week of active
searching, study and travel to locate a potential source. If your
character does not have the free time to put in this effort while
on the hunt, the Storyteller may extend the period that each
allocated Conviction point represents, perhaps to as much as
two or three weeks. Sometimes a minimum Resourcesscore is
also required to find an item for a creature, if international
travel is required, for example. Your Storyteller can decide
what rating is necessary. If your character doesn’t have that
score, he has to look for the money elsewhere.

Of course, the journey is sometimes more important
than the destination. A Redeemer’s search for a monster’s
long-lost heirloom is the very stuff of Hunter stories. If a
bloodsucker is from the Old Country, for example, a
confessor (and his allies, if they support her effort) might
have to travel there, risk foreign territory, contend with
whatever creatures roam the region, and locate an appro-
priate possession, all to help save a single creature's soul.
Hopefully, the result proves to be worth the effort.

Once you have set aside five Conviction (perhapsall in
one lump sum or a point here and there) and your character
has conducted an extensive search, you can determine her
success at locating a creature’s potential source. Roll Percep-
tion + Bureaucracy, for subjects that left mundane mortal
life behind within the last 50 years; Intelligence + Academ-
ics (History), for subjects that departed within the last 200
years; or Intelligence + Occult, for subjects that have spent
more than 200 years in their current state. The difficulty is
6 if the subject cooperates, 8 if it doesn't.

Each successachieved represents one point of energy that
can feed a supernatural subject in lieu of its normal form of
sustenance. If you're using only the Hunter rulebook to play,
this energy is Willpower. If you have the Hunter Storyteller
Companion, this energy can replace blood points, Pathos,
Rage, Quintessence or Glamour, whichever is appropriate to




the subject. This substitute energy may be drawn upon once
each day, up to the limit achieved in your roll.

Extra Conviction points cannot be invested into your
search roll because Conviction is already expended in the
process by virtue of the pointsset aside. Nor can Willpower
be spent to get an automatic success on your search roll; the
search for a source enters the realm of the supernatural,
where Willpower does not apply for hunters.

You cannot re-roll marginally successful search at-
tempts; the result you get is final. Achieving only a few
successes might indicate that the item locared has minor
— but still some — significance to the subject, or that the
item is in poor shape after all these years and doesn't
capture all of its old emotional potential.

If your search roll fails, the item located isn't as compel-
ling to the creature as your character believed or sensed. If
she still intends to locate a source for the monster, another
search must begin. It lasts at least a month longer than the
first, at the Storyteller's discretion. Fortunately, none of the
Conviction points you set aside for the first search are lost;
they go toward the new investigation. If the next roll fails,
add yet another month to a subsequent search.

If any search roll botches, the effort has failed com-
pletely. A discovered item is accidentally destroyed, or
something that brings back painful memories of the past is
found instead. Such an item infuriates the monster, creat-
ing a permanent rift between the being and your character.
The monster might even become unsalvageable thereaf-
ter, flying into a self-destructive and damning rage, cursing
its foolishness for trusting a human. All Conviction points
invested in the search are lost, permanently.

Drawing on a source as a form of sustenance has a
certain price for a creature. The act is accompanied by a
powerful feeling of turmoil and regret for the creature’s lost
normality, and by asense of sympathy and common spirit for
normal people (and arguably hunters). In addition to this
wave of emotion is a vision or reminder of a past cruelty that
the creature committed, or of the type of atrocity thar it may
yet perform if it continues to harm people. The confusion
and regret that these emotions and visions cause manifest in
game terms as a +1 difficulty modifier per sustenance point
drawn by the creature, applied to all attempts to harm any
human (or hunter) directly or indirectly. This penalty
persists for 24 hours from the time the source wasresorted to,
although a Willpower point may be spent for each suste-
nance point drawn for the creature to ignore the effects for
a scene. Thus, if a bloodsucker draws three points from its
source, three Willpower have to be spent for the creature to
overcome its +3 difficulty modifier to harm people for a
scene. Difficulty modifiers can even apply to a creature that
goes into a frenzy (see the HSC); the beast has trouble
harming people even then, perhaps venting its wrath on its
surroundings instead. Willpower is typically spent when a
penitent creature is attacked by a person, such as another
hunter, and feels the need to defend itself. Note that no
penalties are imposed for a regretful monster to lash out at
another monster. The purpose of this emotional trauma is to
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help keep a creature on a higher parh and to seek complete
salvation from inhuman existence.

A Redeemer may locate and deliver a total number of
active sources equal to her current Mercy rating. That rating
represents the lengths to which her compassion and energy can
extend to creatures. That capacity increases as her Mercy does.

A single creature can have only one source at any one
time. Sources must usually be carried to be effective, al-
though one located in a creature’s lair or haunting site may
be considered in its possession. If a source is ever destroyed
after being delivered to a recipient, another item may be
located for the same subject, or another item may be located
for another creature, instead. If a crearure with a source is
ever killed, that source becomes useless and another item
may be located for another penitent. It's also possible for
your character to revoke the power of a source. Perhaps a
monster harms people after all your character’s efforts to
rehabilitate it. She can deny the creature energy from its
source thereafter. In doing so, of course, your character
forces the being to resort to people as a means of sustenance
once more. Conviction spent to find a source that is subse-
quently lost, destroyed or rendered inert is gone forever.

Any Redeemer — and perhaps other hunters who treat
monsters with compassion — can recognize the significance
of a source in a penitent's possession when it's seen with
second sight or a perception edge such as Discern, Witness
or Illuminate. There is nothing inherently unusual about
the item (beyond anything that might be appropriate to the
object). Such onlookers simply get an intuitive sense that
the creature cares for the source — a sign of his potential
humanity. Aggressive hunters get no such insight — a
source is just an object in an abomination's possession. It
might make a good trophy after the kill. It’s for the forgiving
to teach the militant the error of their ways.

The Storyreller should observe relations between a Re-
deemer who bestows a source and the creature that receivesit.
If the confessor ever abuses, neglects or otherwise fails to
encourage and foster the creature, the power of its source
might fail —without the Redeemer's knowledge. It might be
necessary for the Redeemer to recognize how she has faltered
and locate a new source to re-establish her relationship with
the creature. Yet, if the “betrayed” monster cannot contact
thededicated foranewsource (orchoosesnot to), the creature
must resort to people as a means of energy again.

Of course, almost all of the preceding rules assume that
a monster is a willing recipient of a source — that it wants
to repent and change its ways. It's possible to research and
acquire a source for an entity that has only begun to
question is unnatural existence, or that doesn't yet know it
has begun to change. There’s no way to force a source on
a creature and make the thing use it. A source is an
excellent, safe means of energy, however. If a monster can
be convinced to try it once, even with the worst intentions,
he might come to rely on it, and undergo a transformation
brought on by the cathartic experiences induced. It all
comes down to how convincing your Redeemer is,and how
well you roleplay her appeal.







For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand
at the latter day upon the earth.

—Job 19:25

Certain types of people virtually embody
the Redeemer personality and identity: con-

ciliatory, understanding, charitable, forgiving.

The following characters personity those quali-
ties. They're intended as models and starting
points for your own character creation, or you
cdn .-lu]'\l L’Ultll' and \|u"l.lil to their [“I'Ul.ilu‘\ ro

make them your own.
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Prelude: The world never posed many problems for you. You knew the
score: Work hard, stay out of trouble, keep your eyes on the big picture,
associate with the right people. The American Dream says work hard and get
ahead, right? So you worked hard and you got ahead.

People might think your go-getter attitude wouldn't leave you much
sympathy for the less fortunate, but that’s not true. The difference is, you
understand what people really need — not a handout, but a hand up.
You went to a good college, because your parents earned enough
to pay for it, just like you'll pay for your kids when it’s their

turn. Maybe some people don't have that opportunity

themselves, but every generation can make things better

\ for the next, just as surely as it can make things worse.
) Now that you've been awoken, you realize that you
were blind before. Not just to the monsters and ghosts
and other things, but to how much effect you could
have through direct action. You're no spring
chicken, but you've got a wealth of experience,
leadership — and yes, okay, money — to offer to
the cause and turn things around. Malevolent
creatures are hurting a lot of defenseless people.

That's a big problem, so it's especially important
to approach it in an organized fashion. It won't be
easy, but it can be done if people just keep their heads

on straight.

Concept: You're used to being a leader, and you're

good at it. A problem that's insurmountable to one

person can be simple for a group — if the group can work
together.

Roleplaying Hints: Pay attention to what other people
say, but don't change your mind very easily. You consider
yourself completely reasonable. You believe in traditional values —
and the most traditional is “Listen up when the boss is talking.” People
who ask you to clarify individual decisions are fine, but anyone who
resists your authority isaloose cannon. Loose cannons can be tolerated, ‘
but they can't be trusted.

Equipment: Cell phone, laptop computer, sport-utility vehicle,
licensed handgun
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I suggest you let the Lo shine His redemption upon. you.

Prelude: You were walking home one _ voice of the Lord came unto you: “IT KNOWS
Wednesday evening from your prayer group - NO MERCY.”
whenithappened. A beggar wassittingon the 4 ' You realized that the artacker was a demon,
sidewalk outside a late-night drug store. He not human. “Leave himalone,” you told it firmly.
asked you if you could spare any change. You “Beat it,” the thing snarled. You could see blood

stopped and asked him what he would spend
it on. “I need some food, miss,” he replied,

clearly satisfied with the answer.

“Whatfood were you planning to buy?”
you asked him — always a good way to tell
the junkies from the genuinely needy. He
was clearly flummoxed, not expecting to
have to be more specific.

“Uh, I'm going to buy some potatoes
miss,” he said.

“How would you cook them!” you
asked, a fair enough question given that
the man appeared destitute. He just
IDO[(L'(_{ at Y(Jl_l., Speechless, S0 YOU
smiled at him sympatherically, ex-
plained that it would be wrong to
help someone who wasn’t prepared
to help himself, and walked on.

You were half-expecting him
to call out something rude. You
certainly weren't expecting him to
scream. You looked back and saw that
a large man had come out of the store
and picked up the beggar by one arm,
dangling him off the ground. While you
stared, astonished, you suddenly found
yourself bathed in holy light, and the

running down the side of the beggar's face, and
the demon pulled back its fist to strike the man

again. You knew you had to do something.
“In the name of the Lord, | command you
to stop,” you shouted, and you could feel
God's will join your own. The thing
paused in surprise, then dropped the
beggar and fled. You went to help the
poor man. By the time the police
arrived, you'd shown him how the
Lord had saved his life.
Concept: [t sometimes seems
that faith is out of fashion with twenty-
somethings these days, but despite the
doubt of your peers, you know the truth of
Christianity. After all, the Lord has chosen
you to help.
Roleplaying Hints: You can really feel
| close only to others who acknowledge the
truth, and your beliefs shape your every
thoughtand deed. You're proud that the Lord
has deemed you worthy to dispense His char-
ity to the world, and you know that although
it is infinite and all can seek redemption, only
those who truly repent can be saved.
Equipment: Silver crucifix on a chain,
Bible, tidy clothing, personal organizer




L]
'l

\.
NAME: NA:Evangeljst

PRIMARY VIRTUE:Mercy

PlAYER: DEMEANOR: Teac her CreeD:Redemption
CHRONICLE: CoNCEPT: True Believer STARTING CONVICTION:3
. o hald . ‘anlb susmyy, ATTRIBUTES "G et S S
PHysicAL SociaL MENTAL !
Strength———— @ O O O O Charisma ® ® ® O O Perception (N N NeoNe ‘
Dexterity——— ® ® ® O O Manipulation ® ® @ OO Intelligence N BoNONS |
Stamina——— @ @ O O O Appearance @e®® OO Wis N EONONS)
= iR == el SNV .« ABILTIES “ G mee S— —

4 TALENTS SkiLs KNOWLEDGES
Alertness—___0O O O O O Animal Ken OO0 000 Academics(huicl ® @ ® O O
Athletics— O O O O O Crafts_(Hower Amnging) ® O O O O Bureaucracy 00000
Awareness— @ @ @ O O Demolitions 00000 Computer— @ ® O OO
Bawl_____ 00000 Dive—— @ ® 00 0O Financee———_ 00000
Dodge— 00 0OOO Etiquette_____@® O O O O Investigation 00000
Empathy_ O OO0 OO Firearms 0O OO0 Law [ NoNoNoNe,
Expression____ @ @ O OO Melee__________O O O OO Linguistics e ®0OO

Intimidation ® ® O OO Performance 00000 Medicine— 00000
Intuition — 0O 0O 0 OO Security— 00000 Occult______O0OOO0O0O
Leadership_(Raling) @ @ @ ® O Stealth——__0 0 O O O Politis_______ 00000
Streetwise 0O0000 Survival________ 00000 Research——_ 00000
Subterfuge O 0O 0 O O Technology. O00O0O0 Science— 00000
| R Gl S— ADVANTAGES e st s S
BACKGROUNDS EpGEs VIRTUES

' Name Creep  levik  TRIGGER MErcY VISION ZEAL
[ Alliee = © ® @ O O Bluster Redemption@O0O00O 1 @_x o__ o___
20X — D —
Bystapders )
® O O O O Insight Redemption®@®OOO e o 3
Coptacts @ @® O OO O0000O 4 O 9] Q
Patron o000 0O 00000 2 g— g— C
S NP e O
Resources = @ @@ 0O O 00000 70 o) B
O0000 O000O 3 O— L& I— Qo—
0. O O
Q0000 O0000——m— 100 3 c

= bl . ol sl ann Sy ey SS—

00000000000 Buiiised 0

2am = WILLPOWER s e s Hurt -1 Q4

000000000 {;jurejd -ég
ounde -

goaoaoaagaad Mauled 20

2ame EXPERIENCE e e s Crippled S5 0

Incapacitated Q




She said she's sorry. C'mcin}'wt sgme slack will ya?

B = R

Prelude: It all started out as just from somewhere say, “IT WEARS THE MASK OF
another Friday night. You were out @& oy HUMANITY.” There was no sound system outside
with the gang, determined to have fun S~ the club, and nothing was going on that explained
and a few drinks. A couple of barsand | 9 {PERS  the voice. That's when yourealized that this guy was
one nightclub got you to 1 AM or so, PiE a lot cooler than he looked — like about room
but the places were really dull — no one temperature.
and nothing going on. Eventually, some- ZI You screamed and backed away, which seemed
one suggested the Heron Club. ; to make the thing look at you regretfully, like it

For years, the Heron was just . didn’t mean to scare you. It made an almost
another of the boring spots. It ' A\ apologetic grab for Lucy, as if to convince
recently came under new man- ' &\ herof something. You heard her arm snap
agement, though. Youhadn't £ - : in its grip. You did the only thing you
been, but word was the : \ could. You shouted, “Leave her alone,
place had become... . _) you bastard.” Amazingly, it did. It
risky. You didn't know > ) ¥ dropped Lucy and ran away, leaving you
who you were going to |, ) = ¥ totrytokeep her together. She was unconscious
run into. That made it '\ from the pain and drugs. Once you'd called an
totally fascinating, of ambulance, it finally dawned on you that Lucy was
course, and all of a sudden it really the least of your worries.
was the cool place to be seen, if Concept: Although your main interests have
you had the guts. 5 3 always centered on having a good time, you're a

That settled it. You all piled y : good person at heart, and you're starting to grow
into a couple of cabs and headed - b up real fast. You know that many monsters are
over. Getting through the door — ; bad, but you feel sorry for them anyway and
was a breeze, and by 2 AM you ] a you're sure some of them must be okay. Hey,
were all on the floor, having a _ > it's not like you asked for this. Maybe they
good time and rubbing shoul- . - didn't, either.
ders with the beautiful people, 7| Roleplaying Hints: You're young,
a scattering of bad boys and ¥ N idealistic and fairly well-off. All that
girls. Much more like it. ' _ ) means is you're convinced that your

Things began to go wrong opinions are right. Although you real-
some time after three. Lucy went \{ . - ize the struggle you find yourself in is
off again, some sort of bad trip. As desperate, you missspending time with
usual, the others left you to rake care of 4 vour family and friends. You're cer-
her. You took her outside to get some i\ tain that not all monsters are bad —
fresh air and tried to talk her down. It} 7 B there are plenty of assholes in real
was going okay until some dork inter- § life, too.

I'Upted to see Ef [hil‘lgﬁ were “'clll righz." [ d Equipment: An expensivc set
He was introducing himself when you [\ : of baggy, misshapen clothes; mo-
clearly heard a deep, booming voice bile phone; designer backpack




|

R
NATURE:Healer
DEMEANOR:Bon Vivant
CONCEPT:Party Girl

NAME:
PLAYER:
CHRONICLE:

PRIMARY VIRTUE:Mercy
CRrEED:Redemption
STARTING CONVICTION:3

= Rl == el susmmy, ATTRIBUTES G et S S

PHysicaL SociaL MENTAL
Strength @0 00O Charisma_______@® ® ® O O Perception e OO0
Dexterity— @ ® O O O Manipulation ® @ O O O Intelligence [ N NoNoNe)
Stamina ® ® OO 0O Appearance Sumin® @ ® ® O  Wits [ N N NoNe)

o Rl = el SN g ABILTIES S e Smm— S

TALENTS SkiLLs KNOWLEDGES
Alertness ® @ O OO Animal Ken OO0 000 Academicshiosphn® @ O O O
Athletics ® 00 0O O Crafts O O O O O Bureaucracy. 00000
Awareness — O O O O O Demolitions O 0 0 OO0 Computer e O0OO
Brawl O 0000 Drive ® O O O O Finance 00000
Dodge ® ® ® O O Eriquette O O O 0O O Investigation Q0000
Empathy O O O 0O O Firearms OO0 000 Law | JoNoNONS)
Expression______ @ @ O O O Melee O O O O O Linguistics O000O0
Intimidation O 0O 00O Performance Ruine)® ® O O O Medicine_____ 0 O 00O
Intuition O O 0O 0O Security O 0000 Occult 0O0000
Leadership OO0 00O Stealth O O OO O Politics O000O0
Streetwise______ @ ® O O O Survival O O O OO Research 20060
Subterfuge________® @ @ O O Technology. ® ® OO0 Subculture_cu) ® ® O OO

= hall == el s A\DVANTAGES e mey s S

BACKGROUNDS EDGES VIRTUES
Nave Crep levik TRGGER MErRCY Vision ZEAL
Allies = @& ® ® O O Bluster Redemption@OOOO__ 1 @_x_ O___ & ‘
: 2 @_X_ O___ ) 1
Destiny ® ® O O O Insiguate Redemption@@ OO0 3 0% o 5
Resowrces =~ @ @@ 00O 00000 40 o___ o___
50O -, '
(
O0000 OO000 6 o
00000 00000 : Oal— o E,_
O0000 O0000 g O g— & T
[ T LD /E— & [
O0000 00000 100 o o

o el = sal sl SR el ety STy S
comzn DERANGEMENTS + e =smez2en s CONVICTION rom e e
N N N N N NONORONO)

- e == HEA]_TH —— ——

Bruised a

2n = WILLPOWER rome e e Hurt -1 Q
 FE NN N NN NoNeo lnjuredd -1 0
Q000000000 o :%8
LT 5 ()3:1):3\ ol J— Crippled 5 Q
Incapacitated [}




Everyone deserves a chance to be.saved . Even you.

Prelude: You realized years ago that you just
weren't cut out for the rat race. All that self-important
crap left you cold. You liked who you were, and if that
made you a nice guy, well, maybe the only way to live
was not to play the game.

So, as soon as you could, you left the world to
get on with it. A degree in soil science and
agrarian development led to a job with low
pressure and no bullshit. You were
attached to a university but
based in the coun- w
try. The pay was
low, but they refunded your travel expenses and
your house was cheap. You met a young woman
and fell in love. [t wasn't a spectacular life, but
it was peaceful and you were happy.

One afternoon, you were in asleepy
little town to run a soil check on a farm §
you'd been monitoring for the better
part of three years. You planned to spend
the whole day there. Tragically, the
farmer’s son had opened and fallen down
an old well six months before. Bill and
his wife were coping, but not well. Ever
since, you'd been dragging out your
work at their place over awhole day
to give them someone else to talk
to for a change.

You were out in the yard
with Bill when you spot-
ted a kid heading for the
well. Bill went pale,
started running and
shouted at the kid to get
away, that the arca was dan-
gerous. The boy ignored him.

Bill grabbed the child’s shoulders to

stop him, but incredibly the boy smashed

him in the side and sent Bill flying. That's when

a horrible smell overcame you, like when a plant is

pulled out of swamp water by the roots. Suddenly you
could see it was really Bill Junior — six months dead.
The father looked bad — down and groaning, maybe
with a broken rib — so you went to help him. Mean-

while, Junior vanished down the well.
Bill didn't remember much, so after checking the
well — dusty, but empty — you told the police that
it was some kid who'd hit Bill with a bat and run

off. You made up a description.
Concept:
Somehow you
know that if Bill hadn't interfered, Jun-
ior would have left him alone. The
kid just wanted to get back to the
well. You're a peaceful man, and
you hate hurting anyone. You
believe that every creature
should have a chance to
prove itself before being
condemned. The dead, it
seems, are coming back
to take care of some-
thing, but what?
Roleplaying
Hints: You're a kind
person, unambitious
and honest. You don'tgo
in much for lying, and
you think that every
creature should get a
chance to do what it
wants to do peace-
fully. Only if it truly
presents a clear danger
to the vulnerable should it
be dealt with harshly.
Equipment: Chemical-
analysiskit, clunky pickup, fraying
overalls, photo of your wife
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Noutfush5ou shtdpit, chash no’ whdiou shoul be shayir’

Prelude: You don't remember a whole lot about
the late "90s; you did your best to spend the last years
of the millennium drunk on hard liquor and, after a
time, on very cheap hard liquor. Tocuta long, dull story
down to a short, dull one, you were a management
specialist, a troubleshooter. Things were going well,
then things were going very well, then suddenly
they were going badly. You started drinking,
things slid to very bad, and then you
found yourselfon the street. [t hurts
to remember the specifics, so
you try not to.

It's a shitty life. The
shelters are even
more dangerous
than the side-
walks, so you trv
to stay out of
them — and out
of your yourself —
as much as possible.

Everyone on the street

knows that people vanish.

Lots of people. Some die

from exposure, disease,
malnutrition and a whole
bunch of other medieval shit.
Others just disappear. The
official word is that they move
on, go somewhere else, or find
their way back to family and
make it out of the gutter. That’s
bullshit, and everyone knows it
— even the officials. Like last
month: Mac wouldn't have left
his old army jacket behind,
no matter where he was go-
ing. It’s easier for the rest of

the world to ignore the
truth, though.

A few days ago, things
turned really odd. Linda,
who hasn't been able to
walk properly in all the
years you've known
her, suddenly
whooped, leaped up and
started dancing some

P

fancy-ass dance. You hadn't had a chance to start
drinking, but you shot your bottle a suspicious glance
anyway. “I'T USES HER," the label read. Weird. Then
you realized you could see someone inside

Linda, moving her around.
“Hey,” you yelled at the thing,
. “What do you want?” Linda looked
around at you, the ghost looking with
her, and it said, “I want to dance,”
using her voice. Then, it just winked out
and Linda collapsed, screaming from
the pain in her legs. She didn't know
what had happened, so you kept
your mouth shut. Suddenly, you
could see all sorts of creepy shit pre-
tending to be people, and things have

W\ been getting worse.

Concept: Life on the streets has
taught you what bad circumstances
can force good people to become.
You don't really know what's
going on with the world,
r- but you know it

8] doesn’t have any

I
(.,pﬁ

7 "’{‘h,
|

g

simple answers.
You're certain that
you can find your
way back to areal life
if only you can do
some good, though.
Most people never get
o that chance.

Roleplaying Hints:
You still believe that people should
specialize, so you've decided that
because you were first shown a
ghost, you should try to focus on
helping ghosts to the other side
— preferably gently. It's a hard
world, after all. You're not re-
ally interested in orher
monsters. You don’t like be-
ing an alcoholic, but you're
not sure how to stop, so

you're drunk a lot.
Equipment: Ragged
clothing, blanket,
bottle of cheap liquor
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HUNY £R BOOK : REDEEWER

PromiveNT REDMERS

The people in this section are all notorious, significant
or unusual among hunters in one way or another, at least
asmuch asanyone can be in ascattered and confused circle
such as hunters’. These forgivers, confessors and healers
have been active for a while, and they have experienced
things in the calling that others have yet to undergo, let
alone learn from. One of their most important lessons may
be the knack for dealing with the disbelief and hostility of
other chosen when Redeemers seek to help rather than
harm monsters. The characters in this section could appear
in your chronicle as role models, colleagues, “voices” on
the Internet, or even as opponents.

Hewgy Eames, aka Deiver300

Henry spent a lot of time living out the American
Dream in the South. His parents were good people, com-
fortably well-off but not wealthy, and they made sure that
theirson had the things he needed toget started right in the
world. School and college were successes enough in a
modest sort of way, and Henry split his spare time between
his buddies, various dates and the wrestling club.

A popular guy with a relaxed, easy charm, Henry made
the transition to adult life easily. He'd been taught that the
way to make it big in the world was to have faith, work hard
and get ahead, and that's exactly what he did. Starting out
as a superintendent for one of his father's golfing buddies,
Henry quickly demonstrated that he could turn his cha-
risma to management, and he rose through the ranks.

Once he was established and had the respect of his
colleagues and clients, Henry moved out on his own and
started his own manufacturing firm with the aid of a
contract from his old boss. Things continued to go well, the
firm prospered, and Henry found himself with enough
money to not have to worry so much about the hours he put
in any more.

Things wentassmoothly in his private life. He married
one of his high-school sweethearts, and even though he
was about as faithful to her after marriage as he had been
before, they maintained a loving relationship. They had a
daughter, Naomi, who received the same encouragement
and help that Henry himself had from his parents. Every-
thing was going according to plan.

That's when the Messengers chose to show Henry the
true nature of the world in which he worked so hard to get
ahead. Now, Henry realizes that his priorities are very
different from before. The American Dream has become a
nightmare. A decent guy despite his success, he realizes the
importance of the hunt. He wants to help people to a
better, safer life — well, living people, anyway. He created
the Triage mailing list off the hunter-net site to provide a
forum for the chosen to discuss ways of helping others, away
from the militants and critics of the main list. He still
moderates the list when possible, which isn’t often since
his family, career and life were destroyed.

PRoFILE

Attributes: Strength 2, Dexterity 2, Stamina 2, Cha-
risma (Charming) 4, Manipulation (Persuasive) 4,
Appearance 2, Perception 3, Intelligence 2, Wits 2

Abilities: Academics (Southern History) 1, Brawl 1,
Bureaucracy 3, Computer 2, Drive 1, Empathy 2, Eti-
quette 1, Finance 3, Firearms 2, Law 2, Leadership
(Coordinating Teammates) 4, Medicine 1, Politics 1,
Research 1, Subterfuge 3

Backgrounds: Resources 2 (was4), Influence O (was 3),
Allies 1 (was 2), Contacts 1 (was 3)

Edges: (Redemption) Bluster, Insinuate, Respire; (De-
fense) Ward, Rejuvenate

Zeal: 3, Mercy: 6, Conviction: 8, Willpower: 9

Pever LIvTLEFEATHER, AKA TRUCKER2 35

Being born in Kansas toa Native American father and
aThai motherdoesn'treally set youup fora traditional take
on life, but Peter Littlefeather had a happy childhood at the
ranch his parents worked. There weren't a lot of opportu-
nities outside that profession, though, so Peter decided to
go into the army after high school. His parents and sister
were opposed, but he was desperate to get away. After
several blazing arguments, they parted on moderately acri-
monious terms.

Peter put Kansas behind him, completed training and
spent several undistinguished but relatively content years
in the service before Vietnam exploded. Then all hell
broke loose. He was sent over fairly early and discovered an
undesired aptitude for jungle fighting. As the months wore
on, the conflict between his orders and his father's teach-
ings grew stronger and stronger, and the strain of jungle
warfare eventually proved too much.

After a nervous breakdown, a period of rehabilitation
and a second breakdown, Peter was judged unfit for active
duty, and he was discharged. By the time he made it back
to the States, his parents were both dead and his sister had
given up on him as a murderer. Feeling desperately guilty




over the people he'd killed, Peter drifted from small town
to small town, doing odd jobs and drinking hard. By the
time the '80s ended, he was a hardened alcoholic who
looked closer to 60 than to his actual 45.

Ultimately, Peter was dragged back from the brink by
a recovering drinking buddy who enrolled him in AA and
gave hima trucking job. For the first time since leaving the
ranch, Peter managed to find some peace in the world.

He was on the road when the call came. A young man
had crashed at the roadside and was being assisted by a
couple who stopped to help. Peter pulled over to see what
he could do. As he climbed from his truck, he wondered
briefly at an abrupt break in the CB chatter: “THEY DO
NOT SEE ITS REAL PAIN."” Peter was dumbfounded
when he realized that, despite words shared between the
couple and the trapped victim, the young man in the car
was dead — and had been for a while. Peter stayed calm,
explained that he knew some field medicine, and took over
while the couple went for help (fortunately, they never
wondered why he didn’t just use his CB radio to call in the
emergency). Peter pulled the dead man from the wreckage,
patched him up and offered him a lift to the next town.
They spent the journey chatting pleasantly, and then Peter
dropped off the corpse.

Since then, little has changed. Peter’s work and his
calling don’t conflict — he didn’t have much of a life to
disrupt. Over the course of a month, his job usually takes
him across the country and back. He keeps up with hunter-
net on an old portable computer and even older acoustic
coupler, checking his email from public phones.

ProFiLE

Peter never fully recovered from his nervous break-
downs. His guilt over the people he killed was the cause
of his drifting and alcoholism. He absolutely refuses to
take another life, even now. His employer keeps him on
the move, which suits him fine, because he finds life on
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the road peaceful. Now over 50, Peter blends kindness
with caution, but will do everything he can to honorany
request for aid. He’s charty and pleasant when he stops,
and he talks to anyone so he knows many people across
the country.

Attributes: Strength 3, Dexterity 2, Stamina (Rug-
ged) 4, Charisma 3, Manipulation 1, Appearance 2,
Perception 3, Intelligence 2, Wits 2

Abilities: Alertness (Sight) 4, Animal Ken 3, Brawl 2,
Dodge 2, Drive 3, Empathy 3, Firearms 2, Medicine 3,
Melee 2, Survival 3

Backgrounds: Allies 3, Contacts 2, Patron 2

Edges: (Redemption) Outreach, Insight, Punish; (Vi-
sion) Foresee
Mercy: 7, Vision: 2, Conviction: 9, Willpower: 7
Derangements: Insomnia

Lenr Pankowski, aka Povrerii6

From the outside, Leaf Pankowski’s old life seemed
bearable, but not enviable. She certainly didn't make
anyone jealous at her high school reunion. She was carry-
ing a good 20 extra pounds (at least by the common beauty
standard; most women her height on TV were at least 60
pounds lighter). She didn't own her own home, and even
though she worked with computers, she hadn’t struck it
rich. She didn’t have any advanced degrees, or kids, or
anything else to brag about.

But she was happy. She loved her husband. She
liked her two jobs for their different benefits (money
from web-page design and creative freedom from mak-
ing and selling her own pottery). As more and more
people went online, she and her husband Oaken ac-
quired more clients. They finally paid off their debts and
started saving in a serious way.

Then they got the call — and became, to the best of
anyone's knowledge, the only married couple to be im-




bued. But that distinction didn’t last. Within six months,
the pressures of the hunt had driven them apart. Leaf filed
fordivorce after her husband destroyed a vampire infant —
one she hoped she could somehow liberate from its condi-
tion. He still hasn't signed the papers. She misses him
terribly but can't forgive whar he did.

Before her imbuing, Leaf knew there was a lot of hurt
and injustice in the world. Race, gender and economic
disparity formed interlocking oppressions so obvious to her
that she wondered how any sane person could deny their
impact. She did what she could — marched, donated,
volunteered —bur it never seemed to amount to anything.
Now that the veil has been removed, she knows the truth:
Beneath the visible oppression there is another set of
conflicts, mistrusts and misunderstandings that lead one
type of people to hate, fear and victimize another.

She believes that the chosen are an attempt by some
higher power to bring the elements of the world into
balance. To her, mysterious capabilities and a special sight
are not tools of destruction, but tools of understanding and
equality. But the more she sees, the harder it is to maintain
that perspective. When one has seen the truth in a shocking
moment of horrific revelation, it's hard to be patient with
the doubts and hesitation of others. Leaf has become more
rigid and insistent, less willing or able to doubt her own
judgment, because she quite simply knows.

Afterlosing Oaken, Leaftried to fill the hole in her life
by throwing herself into the mission. Both her jobs have
suffered as a result, although her newfound interest in the
martial arts still draws her attention five nights a week. In
fact, her instructor is a little concerned by her intensity.

Unfortunately, nothing seemed to make her feel com-
pleteagain, at least not until she got help froman unexpected
source: Dr. Carleton Van Wyk, who was present at Leaf’s
imbuing. The two had disagreed about the hunt from the
start. Months of experience reduced both her optimism
and his detachment, however.

Their current, mutual hope is that by combining his
medical skill and her remarkable healing talent, they can
someday reverse the curse of undeath. They've had no
successes so far, but both believe there’s reason to be
hopeful. And yet, Leaf’s failures do make her more intran-
sigent, bit by bit. She is less and less able to consider other
points of view, because doing so would call her confidence
in the Living Power into question — and without that, she
would barely be able to function.

PRoFILE

Attributes: Strength 2, Dexterity 3, Stamina 3, Cha-
risma 3, Manipulation 2, Appearance 2, Perception 3,
Intelligence 3, Wits 3

Abilities: Academics (Religion) 1, Alertness 2, Ani-
mal Ken 1, Awareness 3, Brawl 1, Computer 3, Crafts
(Ceramics) 3, Dodge 1, Drive 2, Empathy 3, Eriquette 1,
Firearms 1, Intuition 2, Investigation 1, Melee 1, Occult 3,
Research 2, Technology 2

Backgrounds: Allies 1, Contacts 1, Destiny 1, Patron 1,
Resources 1

Edges: (Redemption) Bluster, Insinuate, Respire; (In-
nocence) Discern; (Vision) Foresee

Mercy: 9, Vision: 1, Zeal: 1, Conviction: 8, Will-
power: 7

Derangements: Charmed Life Complex, Hysteria,
Manic-Depression

Marion Perks, AkA T EachEriS3

Suppressing her every urge to cut loose and have fun,
Marion has always lived with her focus on structure and
doing the right thing. She was born and reared in Bir-
mingham, England, a city with serious drug and crime
problems. Playing it wild was a dangerous habit, a good
way to get imprisoned or killed, so she was brought up to
stay safe, obey superiors and avoid risks. Teaching ap-
pealed to her because it was a chance to work in an
ordered, regulated environment in which she could pass
on the pearls of wisdom that she had accumulated. Caring
for the schoolchildren — looking after their needs and
trying as much as possible to keep them on the right path
— became a habit, a reflex. It would be unthinkable for
a teacher not to help.

So, with a big wall between herself and the rest of
the world, Marion drifted through life in a calm and
stately manner, never really experiencing very much.
Her strict, precise way of thinking made her meticulous
and hardworking, so she rose steadily in her profession.
Every year brought new minor tragedies: children lost to
drugs, prostitution and their own stupidity. Feelings of
helplessness and isolation made her increasingly cynical
about the worth of her actions. When she was given a
school of her own to run, she hoped the administrarive
tasks would drown out the rest of her problems, but of
course they did not.

Marion dated a number of other teachers, always from
different schools, but always because it was the right thing
to do, because having no boyfriend would be unseemly.




These relationships usually lasted a year or two and then
ended quietly. All very painless — for Marion, anyway.

In the due course of things, she would have become old
and embittered, retired from teaching with a modest pen-
sion, and settled down to wait spitefully for death. Instead,
she got a wake-up call. She thinks of the afflicted in more
or less the same way that she does violent, disruptive
children — as problems that ought to be assisted to be less
problematic. The trouble is there isn't enough time to
devote to themall. She therefore concentrates on the cases
for which she thinks she has the best chance of doing some
good, regardless of how much a neglected being suffers. As
for the others! A sharp warning can sometimes do some
good. Beyond that, there's always “expulsion”....

PROFILE

Attributes: Strength 2, Dexterity 2, Stamina 2, Cha-
risma 2, Manipulation 3, Appearance 2, Perception 3,
Intelligence (Book-Smart) 4, Wits 2

Abilities: Academics (History) 4, Alertness 1, Bu-
reaucracy (Record Keeping) 4, Computer 2, Drive 2,
Empathy 2, Etiquette 2, Intimidation 4, Leadership 2,
Politics 2, Science 1, Technology 1

Backgrounds: Contacts 2, Influence 1, Patron 1,
Resources 2

Edges: (Redemption) Bluster, Insinuate, Respire;
(Judgment) Discern

Mercy: 6, Zeal: 1, Conviction: 5, Willpower: 6

Vikram Singh, AKA Asnram242

Vikram isanative of Delhi, India, and the son of low-
caste workers. Always a devout Hindu, he leavened his
periods of hard work with holy pilgrimages, traveling the
paths laid down by the gods. On one trip — to the source
of the river Ganges, the place where the Lord Shiva rests
in meditation of the world — the Heralds saw fit to reveal
the diseased to him. After praying for guidance, he was

CHAPY LR 6:REDEIMERS AMONG US

given to understand that he should abstain from all meats
and alcohol, and to prepare a shrine for healing and
purification on the trail where he was awakened, so that
the diseased could travel to it to display their willingness
to be healed.

After returning to Delhi, Vikram learned that notall
of the diseased were humble; some mingled with the
Brahmins and other important people. He worked tire-
lessly to spread the word of Lord Shiva to the diseased
who displayed proper submission, teaching them how
they might regain their righteousness. He was quite open
about his abilities at first. A nighttime attack convinced
him that perhaps Lord Shiva intended him to be subtle in
his work, and he has become a much more cautious.
Despite this, Vikram has gained considerable standing in
his community as a holy man. People seek him out for
advice, wisdom and for help healing injuries. Between
Hindu scripture, knowledge of the way of the world, and
his sight, he can usually tender good advice. Local people
also rally to his defense if he is endangered, and one or two
are usually with him at all times.

Because Vikram does not denounce high-caste mon-
sters — that is not yet his place, he feels — he's not much
of a nuisance to the creatures of his home. The day will
come when he might surprise them, but he does not foresee
it. His wife knows rhat he has had a vision, and cannot
decide whether he has become holy or gone mad, but she
has seen the results of his power to heal. She does miss
eating meat, though.

Despite being only 24, Vikram tries to follow the
ideal of the stern, loving father with the diseased, and
with other chosen. His faith is unshakeable, and he
believes that any truly worthy being should do as he has
done: abstain from meat and alcohol, journey in the
proper season to the source of the Ganges, and visit the
shrine that he built along the way. Without at least some
indication of following this path, he is reluctant to help
anyone, although he might be persuaded.

Gerry Yine

Gerry was a steel worker in Michigan before the
Messengers called him. He was in a bar with some
friends when a couple at the next table began a loud
argument. As the buddies looked on in amazement, the
man picked up his bottle, smashed it on the edge of the
table and thrust ir against the woman's face. In that
moment, Gerry clearly heard the words, “THE WILL
OF ANOTHER PREVAILS,” rip across his conscious-
ness. When he looked again, he could see that something
was inhabiting the man's body, controlling him. Mean-
while, the woman was badly hurt. Gerry and one of his
friends, Paul, moved to break up the fight. Paul jumped
the man, knocked him to the ground, and started punch-
ing, while Gerry tended to the woman as best he could.
The police and paramedics arrived at about the same
time. Once they had the man in cuffs, Gerry could see
the ghost leave the man's body.

o Ty,
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A large, buff guy with a big heart and a soft streak,
Gerry did everything he could to help people caught up in
the hunt — victims, hunters, monsters, anyone. He was
good with engines and mechanical stuff, and although he
didn't like doing it, he knew the necessity of putting down
clearly dangerous creatures. His strength made him quite a
fighter, even though it went against his grain.

Somewhere along the line, however, things changed.
Gerry made a few converts among the lost. He was a

likeable guy, and they were grateful for his help in ap-
proaching normality again, so they helped out as best they
could. He started to believe that he had been singled out by
the Messengers to represent the only true way of easing
pain. From there, it was a small step to decide that he had
to suppress anyone else’s efforts. After all, if he had been
chosen, it would be an insult to the Messengers for anyone
to work outside his influence.

Things have gone downhill since then. Gerry has
started revealing his blessings, dispensing healing quietly
in his community, and claiming that he has been selected
by God. He's combined intimidation, bribery and persua-
sion to keep his name out of the newspapers. In addition
to the imbued he leads, and a few penitent that are
dependent on them, a number of people now look to him
for guidance. These folk include his extended family,
several of his former colleagues from the foundry, and a
couple of young women who'd been hitchhiking in the
area whom Gerry took “a liking to.” These people don't
quite understand what Gerry preaches abour, bur his
vigor alone is simply contagious.

Imbued whom Gerry meets are offered a chance to join
his group, but they aren't told that the alternative isa bullet
in the back. When things are quiet, Gerry and his people
visit other towns, where they’re as likely to take care of any
hunters they find as they are to deal with monsters. Because
Gerry is aware of the need for secrecy, anyone threatening
to expose his organization is killed, as is any recruit who
suddenly wants out, or even, as on one occasion, who
disagrees with something Gerry says.




Dear C,

I don’t know what you've heard about Brussels, but it’s bad. By my count, over half
of the Communauté is dead. Worse, a few are missing. I don’t know if they escaped and
are in hiding or they were captured. Either way, they could be anywhere by now.

That’s what we lost. In return, we are in possession of some documents stolen from
the deaders who have their fingers on the EU and NATO.

It’s quite a story, how we got them.

Remember RM? The guy from Tanzania, who you said he had a cute arse? Well,
after much discussion, the Communauté picked out a bloodsucker for him to approach.
We’d been watching the seven NATO insiders that we knew about for months, and we
thought we had a pretty good idea which were the leaders and which were the followers.
While we were watching, an eighth showed up who seemed to be kind of a junior mem-
ber. She wasn’t as slick about hiding her nature, but she never killed her victims.
Several times we even saw her cry after feeding, so we pegged her as a weak link.

RM approached her and used a trick we've been calling “enquéte.” He first asked
her, “How much do you remember?” and it had a visible effect on her. He waited a few
nights, then tried, “When was the last time you saw a sunrise?” Instead of startling her,
this time she seemed to be saddened. Then it was, “Were you ever in love?” Normal
people watching might have thought our man was flirting.

He approached her five times in two months. At the end, she was actively seeking
him out. We were very careful, keeping her under surveillance as much as possible. To
the best of our knowledge she kept her encounters secret.

When he allowed himself to be found, several of us were around and ready to act if
things went wrong. They didn’t.

She wanted to know who he was, how he could make her feel alive again. He refused
to tell her, but did use his skill on her again, at her request.

Apparently she found the sensation so addictive that she offered to pay him to help
her remember her past. He negotiated for information, instead. She refused at first.
Eventually, she came around.

That's when she started spying on her kind for us. We amassed a huge file, most of
which was garbage — literally and figuratively. She took papers that the others threw
away and brought them to us in exchange for a fix. Perhaps fifty pages out of a thousand
had anything of remote value that we could decipher. The most promising were kept in
the so-called “Document Clé,” which was all I had time to grab when our final location was
overrun. It includes photographs of the other seven vampires we know of here.

I don’t know how we were compromised. Perhaps RM screwed up — he was a student
after all, not a government agent. Or perhaps our mole was discovered by her own kind. In
any event, everything in the Document Clé could be lies planted to entrap us, so be careful.

RM and the mole are both dead, but I think we forced the creatures to play their
hand. They tried to capture her for questioning, and one of us managed to kill her be-
fore they could. The Communauté is gone, for all practical purposes — our safe houses
burned to the ground and our survivors scattered. I am leaving Europe permanently,
hoping to find safety elsewhere.

One comforting thought: I do not believe the Document Clé was compromised. They
do not know we have this information, unless our insider told them so beforehand.
Given their eagerness to interrogate her, I don’t think they reached her in time. You
have the honor of receiving the first copy made. The originals remain in my possession,
for now. I intend to pass them along to someone better protected and better able to use
them — I know RM was particularly excited about this “Lamp of Constantine” business.
He was a Christian, and always had some notion that the deaders could be “saved.”
Anyway, wish me luck.
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These pictures were taken on surveillance and shown to our contact for
identification.

; REYNARD: Last name unknown, home
© unknown. He's the chief, we believe; the other
creatures defer to him. He has been witnessed
to be capable of some kind of power of sugges-
tion over living people. Rarely seen with fewer
than two bodyguards, one of whom appears to
be a blood slave.

EMILY VARETTA: “Special Consultant” to
the EU. Cover story is that she’s an economist.
Home is a rented house outside the city with
very little ground cover — difficult to ap-
proach. Has two guards who accompany her at
all times. Capabilities unknown.

o LOUIS PIQUET: A French attaché to NATO
* and the highest placed creature in that organi-
. zation. A decorated combat veteran, he

occupies a penthouse in downtown Brussels.
When three Irish hunters tried to take him
down at long range, he killed them all. Defi-
nitely possesses superior strength and speed.
Should be considered armed at all times.




