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WHY ARE WE HERE?

It is not enough that we, the imbued, must somehow come to grips with the awiful truth
of the world. if we do not know who we are and why we have been called 1o fight this war,
we will never be strong enough to overcome the monsters and their domination of the
human race. The mere fact that others of the chosen do not see the enemy in the same way
we do is proof enough that the imbuing alone does not provide a clear course 1o victory.

This sile is for the fighters, the warriors who see the world for what it is — a
battleground. The enemy will not give in simply because we ask them to or appeal to their
corrupted humanity. We imbued have found our way onto the net to find others like
ourselves, to share our experiences and draw courage from one another. Instead, we are
bombarded by dissenting voices, weak wills and selfish egos who try to turn the hunt into
a mockery of its noble purpose. Hunter-nel served ils purpose well enough in the
beginning, but now it acts more to weaken our resolve than to strengthen it. Think of this
site as a fire in the darkness, to gather our lost and scattered numbers and renaw our

! determination for the true cause

If you believe in wasting your energies 10 protect drones or to look for the good in the
souls of abomination, you are nol welcome here, The Firelight website is for true hunters,
the killers of beasts. This is a place for us to share our knowledge of the enamy and the
tactics of their destruction. | crealed this site to keep our souls pure and our minds focused
on the task al hand.

We're the only hope humanity has left.

PASS THE FLAME — Join the Firelight mailing list and add your voice
to the revolution. Enter your email address below:

WARNING: DONOT ENTERYOUR REALNAME OR OTHER
PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION. THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF
INFORMATION ONTHIS LISTCANNOT BEGUARANTEED.

| Zend

AFTER YOU SUBSCRIBE, YOU WILL RECEIVE A RETURN MESSAGE
CONFIRMINGRECEIPT OF YOUR APPLICATION.
FORYOUROWNPROTECTION, DONOTREVEALYOURREAI
NAME ADDRESS ORIDENTITY TOMEMBERS OF THISLIST.
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2 Wae are born in darkness and baptized in the blood of 1he innocent. QOur eyes have
been opened, our chains broken by cleansing fire, yet we are none of us truly free. The
suftering of the world cries out for justice and we have heard tha call

==>AMEND: by Crusader17 — “The sufiering of the world cries out for justice, and

we have heard the call of the LORD JEHOVAH. God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”
Let this be our reply:

S 1. Humaniry OFpkessmo

We have seen with our own eyes the influences of inh umanity on our government,
" our businesses and our media, We have seen their corrupting touch in our cities,
* " especially our inner cities, where they consume the disadvantaged in cauldrons of
~ o violence and abuse. The creatures we nightly call monsters have beaten us down and
& made us into littie better than animals, consumed by greed. prejudice and tear.

II. DecLawaTIon

We the people. imbued to champion the Oppressed, declare that all people have the
inalienable right to freedom and seli-determination. and hold the monsters of the workd
accountable for centuries of depredation and slavery. We charge these creatures with
crimes against humanity and resolve to break their arip on our people by any and all means
necessary. Thus, we accepl the only recourse available to a Caplive population; revolution

===AMEND: SpiritWarrior1 28 — “We the people, imbued with the power of the Great
Spirits... We must show them the proper respect, or they will take away their gifts."

=>>AMEND: Cop80 — “Deiete the |last sentence. Wa are not here o overthrow the
government or disrupt any institutions. If we kill off the monsters, everything else will take
care of itself,”

III. InrenT

Itis the mandate of the people that the monsters who hold power over human agencies
must be confronted and destroyed without mercy, so that we may gain the freedom of
leadership and communication to unita and mform the rest of our race. When the revolution
has accomplished this goal. we will then turn our attention 1o the unnatural creatures
remaining in the worid and complete our retribution. For humanity to realize its place on the
Earth, inhumanity must perish utterly, There can be no other accepiable resolution.

===AMEND: Reapar201 — "For humanity to realize its place on the Earth, inhumanity
musl perish utterly, along with all those who show no respect for the sanctity of human life,
including abortion doctors, lawyers and talk show hosts.”

IV. Starement oF ToenTTTY

From this day forth, we who accept these dual responsibiliies of vengeance and
liberation resolve to set aside our personal ideologies, affiliations and allegiances to work
logether as a common people with a single identity, as hunters and warriors who will give
the enemy no quarter. Collectively and separate, let each of us exemplify our purpose
and consider ourselves humanity's vindicators. and et no oufrage go unanswered.

>==AMEND: Soldier31 — “Lel us also resolve to stand by our tellow chosen, accepling
their insight and strength to achieve a just and lasting solution for the future of humankind.”

I'his is your declaration, too! Add your amendments here:
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=»=Posted 11/2 by Rigger111:
This definitely looks like one of us. Anyone out there claim responsibility?

Curin EIrier Suniy oy MysTeERTous Assatrasrr

ALERTS
MASKRD VIGTLANTE LEAVES CRYPTIC MESSAGES TO CRIMINALS

Boston The letters ar= paint

LDy e .|-...'.u

FILES
CHAT

LINES

=>=Posted 1/20 by Memphis&8:
| think this was Cleaner221. Wasn't he trying to get some guns last month ? If anybody
has heard from him recently, email me. | hope I'm wrong.

E
NEWS ===Posted 12/18 by Reaper201:
Anybody up near Boston know who this guy is? | like his slyle. Hope he lives long
SIGHTINGS enough to make a difference.
SrANDOFF ENDS 1M TRACEDY ; CHINMAM , FAMTLY KILLED
ks
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CONSTRUCTING SHAPED CHARGES
PREVIOUS PAGE NEXT PAGE

% SecTION THREE — AsSSEMBLING THE SHAPED CHARGE
e Alright, so now wa've got the detonator assembled, and the plastique has been mixed
and stabilized. Now we're ready to put together the shaped charge.

! This is where we get to the $5.000 question — What's the
big deal about a shaped charge?

P Toss a stick of dynamite into a field. When it goes off, the
1 explosive force expands more or less in a spherical manner.
, That's great it you're trying to affect a big area. but what if you're
| trying to blow through a door or, in our case, a gas tank? The besl
¥ way to do this is to find a way o channel as much of the axplosion
as possible into a specific area, and that's where the shaped
charge comes in.

A shaped charge is an explosive packed into a cylinder around the outside of a hollow
cone (see fig. 1). When the explosive is detonated, the energy follows the path of least
resistance — channeled straight down the cone. So you get a focused jet ol plasmathat’'s
great for blowing holes through armor plating and incinerating anything on the other sige
— like a fang who thinks he's safe inside a stainless-steel coffin, for instance.

STER UnE — THE CASTRG
o0 where do we come up with a cylindnical contamer with a
conical depression at one end? Look no further than the one-
liter soda bottle in your hand. Cut the end of that sucker off and
you're ready o go. _ :
Now, take the plastique and carefully pack it into the soda (e
bottle, leaving just enough room at the top for the detonator |-
(sea figure 2).

STER Two — THE DETCHATOR

Once you've got the plastigue in place, add a couple inches of foam padding for
insulation, then get your delonator. Poke the wires running from the pager into the
plastique, through the padding (see figure 3). Remember not to put the battery in the
pager until you're almost ready o place the charge! One wrong number will ruin your
whole day. Now cover the top with a removable, waterproof cap and you're ready 1o go.

We first used this on a fang who had some serious personal
security — guards, motion sensors. you name il. One night when
he was out on the town, we threw a rock through the window of his
limo. Thea bruises took the car in the naxt day to get it fixed. While
it was waiting at the shop, we slipped the bomb onto the gas tank,
with the cone pointed toward the passenger compartment. That
righl. we shadowed the car and got a lucky break when the fang
loaded up with a bunch of his bloodsucking buddies. We parked
our car, let the limo drive well out of sight, and made a call. The
bomb's plasma jet ruptured the gas tank and sent a biast of
superheated air and gasoline into the passenger compartment.
Incinerated all five of them in less than a second.
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. WEREWOLVES

i} BACKGROTMD
: I've dug up all the reference materials | can get out of the Metropolitan library. Based

on my research, here's what | have learned about werewolves. These monslers,
! sometimes called shapechangers, man-changers and lobos on the list, are capable of
altering their physical form into severaldifferent body types. Legends say a werewolf can
transform from a man into a large intelligent wolf-form. although there are conflicting
| stonies that suggest the crealure is actually a wolf that can assume the appearance of a
man. According to the stories, they can change only when the moon is full or when
wolfsbana blooms. which gives us the same advantages we have over the bloodsuckers
— we're not crippled by the time of day, month or even season.

Descrirrion

Everything | have read indicates that the bipedal “wolfman” form populanzed in horror
films is a complete fabrication — perhaps perpetrated by our enemy. A werawolf turns
. from aman into a giant wolf, and vice-versa. They don't have hands or apparently human
L intelligence when in wolf form, but they are still very dangerous creatures, capable of
inflicting terrible harm.

=»=Postad by Huntar3:

You've got it all wrong. The one | saw had four arms and four legs. Itlooked like a Lon
SIGHTINGS Chaney reject, and it was smarl enough 1o drive a car! Get your head out of your books
and join the real world, pal.

ALERTS Narorar Weapons

Bite: The werewolf has a bite similar to a typical woll's, bul with tremendous jaw
FILES strength capable of inflicting severe wounds. What's worse, the bile somehow manages
to pass the curse {7} of the werewolf onto its victim, causing he or she to transform on
FORTUM the next full moon.

==>Posted by Howilzeri14:

CHAT I can testify to the damn thing's bite. We comered one oul in the bush and the beast
bit a shotgun in two, It “pipped” at one of my buddies and sheared right through his
collarbone. We don't know if he's going lo make it

=»=Posted 05/01 by Reaper201: i

Watch that guy really cosely, Howilzer. ['ve never heard of anyone even surviving a
werewolf aftack, but you know the stories. Better be prepared if be slans 1o make the change. ..

WearnESSES

The most alarming element about these creatures is their ability to withstand injury.
According lo legend, the only way to destroy a werewolf is a silver bullet o its heart.
There are conflicting stories of weapons coated in wolfsbane being lethal to them, but
| can't corroborale thal as yet. Nothing else — not fire, not holy waler, nothing —causes
them lasting damage.

Share your observations here:
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0 1¥‘.}L PROTOTYPFE HOLY WATER GUN
: wl_l ﬂ PEEVIOUS PAGE HEXT PAGE

| got this idea one night while watching my brother mess with his scuba gear. Forgel
throwing some little vial ot holy water at a fang —we can put the stuff under pressure and
hose him down from 15 feet away!

og DEsicn
First, buy one of those large spray cans with a frigger-operated
| applicator, ke pest control people use (gotta love the irony!). Now
" remove the plunger assembly — we’re going to be using a lofmore

L pressurel Next, rent (or buy) acompressed air tank and hamess from
S alocal scuba supply shop. Also get hoses and valves for setting up
0 3 dualtank system. Now, connect the air tank and the spray tank
i using the hoses and valves, then find a way 1o hook the tanks

s fogether (duct tape, bungee cord, whataver). Its just that simple!

Gerring THE HoLy WATER

This is easier than it seems. No, you don't have 1o go
into a church and steal the stufl, Besides, | think that voids
the blessing (any actual Catholics out thera?). Just load up
ALERTS some jugs of waler and get the local priest to bless them.
You don't have to lell him why you need it, and he shouldn't s
FILES have any real reason to refuse — | mean, what priest
wouldn't want to bless somathing? Isn't that like a big 5in? el

Mzaxine 1T WORK .

CHAT All you have to do is put the water in the pesticide tank, seal it off and open the
valve on the air tank. I've been able to hit man-sized targets from almosl 30 feet!
And | know just the bloodsucker | want to try it out on. | can’t wail fo see the look
on his face!

SIGHTINGS

FORUM

FIRELIGHT CHAT

SpiritWarriorl2B: lies bleoeding all over the place L think hes going to die
Cop®0: Taks f84 Whers 4

SpiritWarriorl28: in the uper leg.

Cop20: Okaj 1

SpiritWarrlorlid: Plese help us

Cop®8: ¥You'we gobt to belp m
} P im oureely

' 1 5 B =
1 i ~1a

THERE ARE FOUR (4) PEOPLE IN THIS ROOM
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\ CONVERSATION

Wa still don’t know what to make of this. I'm pasting all the information on the
site to see if anyone slse has had a similar experience. To tell the truth, this one

s really got to me.

| Bacrksroomn

The Weatherford House has been in the Manning family since well belore the Givil

. War, and has a reputation for being haunted. The Mannings. who have a controlling
| interest in almosl every major company in town, have a reputation of their own for
. being cruel, even violent. We wondered if there was a connection between the house

and the family’s behavior.

When the Mannings left the country on one of their European vacations, we cul the
house's phone line and slipped in to check it oul.

We ran into something almaost immediately.

=t 2 Nk ] = i i]
. HEstAans Get out of my house

It seemed to know whal we were. We couldn’t do
anything, but suddenly the room got very cold, and i .
words appeared on one of the walls (see figure 1). No CARPET-RAGGERS
one was sura what the reference to “carpetbaggers”
meant, but it spooked us pretty bad.

John tried to talk to it. He asked whal its name was, but wa got no answer. We starled
searching the house again, looking for any other signs of il.

We searched the ground floor with no success, then
headed upstairs. In one of the second-floor rooms, the
cold returned, worse this time, and a second message
(see figure 2). Shortly after, we started to get headaches.
Cindy thought the thing was lrying 1o control us. We still
didn't have any idea where it was, so John suggested
burning the house down. Probably not the smartest thing
he could have said.

On the way downstairs, the ghost wrote another }
message (figure 3). Was it trying to play on our §TOrMS :
sympathies, now? We thought il meant we were on N‘}
the right track. Just short of the door. all hell broke dm Hl"

loose. We dodged flying furniture and silverware hl*
{John got a fork in the arm), and scrambled outside for “kl “
the gas cans.

The atmosphere was different when we got back —
almost resigned. We spread the gas around and lit it.
One last message was wailing for us on the way out
{figure 4). We didn’'t waste any lime leaving.

The house burmed to the ground. We thought it was
over unfil a few days later. Cindy Is hearing strange
sounds in her apartment at night. Could the ghosl have
tollowed us somehow?
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' Anveopy HONTING IN MARYIAND?

==>Fosted 10/3 by Heaper201:

: I've got a situation over here near Fort Meade. Looks like a gang of warlocks, but
= they've got government connections and some really bizarre equipment. Any hunters
| in Maryland who have had any experience with govermment merlins and want 1o lend
¥ 2 hand would be welcome, especially it you're a bullseye — | don't want to get oo close
F to these guys.

. WorLrFvEN GATHERING IN THE ADIRONDACKS?

»>>Posted 12/27 by Shaka74.

An associate of mine has seen a large number of what he thinks are wolfmen
passing through his town, justa few miles west of the Adirondacks, in Mew York State,
o Apparently most of them arrive by car or van, from as far away as Kentucky and

| Virginia, judging by the plates. None of them stay in town — they always pass through
and head into the mountains. Does anyone know what to maka of this? Are these
things that organized?

APBR our rFor Lours RENALDO

NEWS

SIGHTINGS
=»>>Posted 1/16 by Cop80:
ALERTS Everyona in New York City be advised — the NYPD has put out an all-points
bulletin for Louis Renaldo. Those moderator guys claim he's one of them and is
FILES being sought in connection with seven murders on the Upper West Side. They say
he's a dud — he was there at others’ imbuing, but didn't make the change — and
FORUM has been fucked up ever since. Something about trying to earn a second chance!

Apparently he's started his own hunt. But without the sight, how can he know who's
what? His last victims were an elderly couple who ran a deli near 133rd Street. If
you have any information about this freak, email me immediately. I'd prefer if we
took care of this ourselves.

Procress ReporT : Capre TowN

>»>Posted 2/11 by Howitzer114.

We've managed to make some progress since the lasl report — we finally
tracked down one of Jager51's police buddies and got a name and address.
Jager's house was empty — | mean cleaned out, down fo the bare walls. Looks
like no one has been there for a while. We did find one of the signs in the backyard.
It marked a buried strongbox containing a pistol, a wad of cash and a notebook
with some addresses in Cape Town and Johannesburg. Still no luck finding
anyone in Jager's network. We're starting to think the government's involved
somehow, but no real proof yet. We're going to check out the addresses and will
report again soon.

CHAT
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The following are some of those weird symbols and their apparent meanings, as
posted by contributors to this site. Some have been spotted around the world, in difterent
countries and cultures. The meanings of the ones shown have been loosely confirmed
by at least three of us, presumably without prior contact. The fact that our kind from
around the world can find the same sense in these symbols suggests that this is some
kind of universal language — kinda like math or music. Has it always been there and was
just brought out when we were changed? Or has it been imposed upon us by the
Messengers so we can all communicate and get along?

So far, it appears that the enemy is unaware or uninterested in these symbols, even
when they appear prominently in their furf. Perhaps these symbols are designed to defy
inhuman perceptions, like our powers escape gawkers. We can't always assume that will

SIGHTINGS

BvrrcER . UNE OF US |
A WARRTOR OR
BOLDIER.

Craone . This
SYMBOL, ALERTS YO
TO SUEPLIES OR
EQUTPMENT HTODEM TH
CRAE OF EMERGENCY .
IF vou MRKE USE OF
A CACHE, RESTOCK IT
FOR SOMEONE ELSE 1O
USE OR DESTROY THE
SIGH 30 NU ONE €RTS
T RELY 0N TT.

!
-
FrEE M . SIiMery
PUT, OUR ULTIMATE

e . Mo DIssmsIon
O8] THIS O .

be the case, though. Use caution at all imes.

!
T@I?J

Meerine prace . THIs
SYMBOL SEEMS TO BE &
VERTATTON TR CHE THAT MANY
OF IS HAVE SEEN BEFORE:
INDER FROTECTION .
APpapRNTLY CF'THER THMEIED
CAN MAKE THE CHANGES SHUWN
HERE T REOUEST A MEETING
WITH TOCAL HIRITERS .

Trar . TRIAL AND ERROH
HAS PROVED THART THIS SIGH
WERHS OTHER HINTERS OF AN
RMBUEH O CTHER KTHD OF
DECEFTTCON ; PROBARLY
STHGEED BY THE EMEMY,
HOT NECESSARTLY .
EEMEMEER THAT UHWITTLHG
SOULLESS CAN BE [15ED
AGHINST ¥YOU BY OUH
OEPONENTS .

BAFT

Werins Den. THE oS BLETENT

OF OUF. EMEMIES, “THE CHES WHD
INVCEE R ARGER. THE MOGT BY 50
BLATAITLY DEFYTHR HATIRE M

EVERYTHTNG RTEHT .. PUT T ALL

TR WITHOUT REMOESE .

SrIRTTS. THIS
INDICETES & HAONTED
AREA . ENTER WITH
CRITTION .

o (o)

Waoeo or ARcHANGEL .
ThHis g10H HAS RECEIVED
THE MOST OOMPLICTING
et . EVERYONE SEEMS
T AWIREE THAT IT MEANS A
POWERFUL HUWNTEHR 15
MERREY , HAS PRSSED
THROUE OR. PROTECTS WM
ArES . WHETHER THAT S R
(3000 OR BAD THLNG SEREMS
10 BE P TO THE
THDTVIDURAL , A5 THE
CONTRASTING TITLES
MPTY .. LF you' vE T
OME OF THESE PEOPLE, YOU
ERCW THEY ' RE MO LONGER
REALLY LIKE U8, KIND.GF
LIKE wE' RE MO LONGER
STRICTLY LIKE THE
DEFEMSELESS . CONSIDER
HOW EXTREME TIHAT MAKES
THESE TMAUED .

e e






L killed the car’s headlights and eased slowly around
the comer. Most of the streetlishts in this parr of
Stateway had been shot out by dealers, leaving long
strerches of darkness broken by scattered pools of weak
orange light. The crumbling, pockmarked high-rises
loomed on our left like old tombstones, silent and suill.
There were cars parked on either side of the street, many
of them rusted-out hulks, | eased the old Thunderhird up
to the curb next to an empty rash-strewn lot. The park
was another block-and-a-half away.

My warch read two minutes to midnight. The mon-
sters were our there, waiting.

1 turned ro the girl. For a few seconds, | had rostruggle
to remember hername, "Okay, Emily. Time to go. Justact
natural, do this like all the other times and I'll take care
of the rest.” The words came out too harsh, like asnard, bur
| was too tired and nervous o play around.

She was leaning against the car door, arms folded
tightly across her chest. Moonlight through the
passenger's window picked out the bald spots on her
wom-out leather jacket and left deep shadows around
her sunken eyes. Emily shivered, but | wasn't sure if it
was from withdrawal or something else. She srared
fearfully into the darkness. "Please don't make me do
this,” she whispered, like a frightened child.

“Goddamn it, Emily, you can't back out on me now ™
The girl flinched. [ didn't mean to shouwt. Irwas the facigoe.
[ tried to remember the last rime | had snything 1o ear,
musch less sleep. Nothing came o mind. [ fumbled for the
cigaretres in my facker pocker and mied to stay calim. "Just
wark with me here. Ie'll all be over in a couple minures.”

PROCOGUL INEXTREMIS

Streaks of silver ran down her cheeks. She wiped
them away with a rrembling hand. "I'm scared. | feel
sick. Can't you do this some other way!"

I fished out a cigarette and leaned forward so the
dash would hide the flare of the lighter. Breathing
deeply, 1 waited for the rush to hit. 1t wasn't the
lightning bolr 1 had expected, etching the world in
razor-sharp lines and curves. The smoke cleared my
head and took the edge off my fear, but I sull felr like
shit. “No way out bur through, kid," | replied, rubbing
at my eyes. “If there was any other way ro do this |
would, Swear to God.”

The girl turned to look at me, shifting around in her
seat, still wiping her eyes. She looked a lot younger than
19, just a terrified kid with bony knees poking out from
a too-short skirt. "Just promise me you won't tell them |
turned them in. Please. | know —" she ook a deep,
shaky breath — 1 know what they've done, bur they
were good tome. They ook care of me, and never asked
for anything. Just — just promise me, okay!™

It was all T could do to take a long drag on the
cigarerte. Eighreen hours ago she'd been covered in the
hlood of innocent people, and now she wanted me
remember how good these fuckers had been 1w her

1 looked her in the eve. “1 won't say a word, Emily.
Not a word.”

Afrer a moment, she nodded and climbed our of the
car. She warted walking, hesitantly at first, heading for
the park and the beasts thar waired for her. | caught
myself looking for another cigarctte, not remembering
when I'd finished the first.
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Once she was our of sight, [ started looking over the

weapons. | checked the safety on the 45 holstered at my
hip, and the Asp resting in itsnylon sheath. Then 1 reached
hack and grabbed the black duster bundled on the back
seat. Wrapped up in the coat was a silenced submachine
qun, an HK MP5SDT'd borrowed from the precinet SWAT
armory. There were three clips of silver-tip hollow poines
wrapped up next to the pun — my own contribution. |
slapped one intothe MP5 and chambered a round, then put
the weapon's assault sling over my shoulder. T was ready.
The darkness waited. My hands started to shake.

What if they couldn't be stopped with bullers! [ didn's
have a chue. I didn't have any idez what they were. | did know
what hagpened 1o their victims, And [ knew that [ was
putting myself right mto their hands. If | fucked up, the
forensics guys would be finding pieces of me all over the park.

1 gripped the steering wheel. The keys were still in the
ignition. And | asked myself the same guestion | asked
every single goddamned night. Can you walk awy from
this! Can you forget what you know and pust walk owey?

The answer was no. And thar pretty much said irall.

| grabbed the dusrer and got out of the car.

¥ T . =

They found her at the scene of the most recent
murders, curled up in a ball and covered in blood. She'd
crawled away from the bodies and hidden in a pile of rrash,

lying s still that she'd been there for almost an hour before
someonc from forensics lirerally stumbled onto her.

None of the blood was hers, but no one could believe
she had been the one wheo killed the DeSilvas, There was
no motive, no connecrion to the victims, and no way in
hell she could have been strong enough to tear four people
limb from limb. The detectives working the case figured
her far a witness, somebody who was in the wrong place
at the wrong time. That didn't explain why the killers lec
her live, bur it made abour as much sense as anything else
where the Starewsy Sralker was concerned.

Linless vou knew about monsters,

The detectives were going to cut her locse. There just
wrasn't any justifiable reason to hold her. While they were off
petting the paperwork together, [ paid an unofhicial visit.

She was pacing the small examination room when
1 walked in. They'd let her clean off in the women’s
locker room, but her clothes still looked like she'd been
rolling around in a slaughrerhouse. The air was thick
with the smell of bleod.

Her face was haggard, worn down to nothing more
than pale skin and rough bone. When she looked at me,
her eyes were like dull marbles set too far back in their
sockers. She was only nineteen. | figured she'd been on
crack for about a year.

1 held her gaze and really looked at her, half-afraid of
what | might find. But she wasn't one of them. She was
just what she appeared o be.

.

“ & e you here w0 ler me o7 The girl mied o dredge up a
lirtle attitude, likeshe knew the score and didn 't have anything
b worry about. She'd been downtown encugh times o know
how things worked, burall that neally meantwas that she knew
u‘m.ughmgermtummiﬁﬂe.ldmwﬂhﬁﬁhﬂrdaﬂuck
manila envelope on the mhle and pulled up 2 seat.

“Homicide's done with you. I'm from narcotics.”
She froze for a second. ] kept my face wooden and let her
read whatever she wanted from my expression. “You
want to have a seat? You look a little nervous.”

“I'm fine,” she said, but her eyes jictered all over the
place. I'd knocked her off balance, and she was trying o
figure out what was happening.

1 shrugged. “Doesn’t make much difference to me.
How would you like to go to prison for 30 years, Emily™

She took a step hack, her expression disbelieving.
“What are you talking about™

“I'm talking about selling class-one narcotics, and
accessory tomurder.” | opened herfile. “You've got three
arrests for prostitution and an arrest four months ago for
possession. Now forensics has come back with their lab
results and it seems that one of the DeSilva kids had
crack cocaine in her system. From where I'm sitting, it
looks like a young hooker got tired of working the streets
and started selling product to make big money. Did you
have some of your friends kill the DeSilvas so you could
keep ir all for yourself!™

“That's not true! ™ Her voice rose to a terrified shout.
“That's not what happened! I'm trving o get clean. |
told the others whar happened—"

It was easy to sneer at that one. “You told them the
DeSilvas were killed by wild dogs. Jesus fucking Christ,
Emily, this is Chicago. Those two dickheads might have
bought your bullshit story, but [ know berter.”

“No vou don't!" She rushed forward, slamming her
hands on the table. There was a wild look in her eyes. It
rook 2 second for me to realize that she was genuinely
terrified — damn near out of her mind. “You weren't
there! You've got no idea what happened!”

o ell me.” T closed the file, trying ro seem disin-
terested. “With everything I've got here, youcan't make
your siruation worse. ...

Emily put a bony hand ro over her mouth. She stood
that way for a long time, and [ could sce the conflict
tearing back and forth in her eyes. | couldn't tell if she
was more scared of whart she'd seen or of how another
person might reacr if she tried w ralk about it. God
knows ['d been there before,

Right about the time | was starting to worry thart the
guys from homicide would be back, she took adeep breath
and made her decision. “There's these two guys, okay!
They started hanging sround Stateway last month.”

Rightabout the fime the murders stamed. 'mom ioyounow,
you beesteerds. “What are their nomes? Where do they live™
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“T don't know. The tall one calls himself Jimmy, and
the other one said his name was Rob. | anly saw them
when | was out working. They ran into me one night and
started talking to me like [ was a long-lost relstive or
something. [t freaked me our.”

“They duln't poay for anything?”

“Mo, never.” She shook her head I.'mpjldtl.l-.d”'- Terioww
it sounds weird, but they gave me money. They even ook
care of some punks who tried ro pull me mtoa car. They said
1 was part of their family, and they were responsible for me.”

“And that didn't bother the hell our of you™

*Sure it did. But try living on the streets sometime
You take what you can ger and don't ask a lor of
questions, The only thing that pissed me off was when

h-:x gor high-and-mighty about the drugs. They beat
the shir our of my desler and said they weren't poing to

\  ler me “pollute’ myself any more.”

P | checked my warch. If the homicide detectives
\  caught me with their witness, there would he hell o
W o *Just rell me about the DeSilvas, Emily.”

, The ook a second to collect herself. “They
showed up on my street at a little after one. They
were acting all weird, really tense and nervous. |
asked Jimmy if he wason anything, and he s !uq"lc'J

The sound of his woice scared the shit out of me,

like there was something. .. mside him. | can't

explain it. He said that it was time, or that the

| time was right. Something like thar. Time to
{ show me the truth.

"o they took me abour five blocks away,

actoss a couple of vacant lots and down un alley

Yy behind an empry building. There was an old
station wagon there, and a family sleeping in-
side. And Jimmy... he kind of growled. He
» sounded like an animal. When | turned o look
at him...he...was...changing. *

Emily’s face had pone slack, her skin even l|'.I':IJI.‘:I'
than before. “He numed inko this thing, all covered
in fiur, and Rob changed too, And they stared

[dﬂji;j_/;’ pulling the people out of the car and bty them,
- rearing them apart. They letone of the gurds live for

"'d:a:'f’-.-;’..-’:"Iﬁll awhile just tohear herscresm, They put their hands
on me and covered me in blood — oh my God!™
She started to sob, her thin body sheking.
*They sasd | was going to go away with themtonight.
They said [ was going to give them children.” She
hugsed her elbows hard encugh o leave white impresssons
on her skin, trying to collect herself. “1'm going vo getas far
away from Chicago as [ can before it pets dark.”
I shook my head. “No, not yet. | need you o help
me stop them.”
“Fuck you! I'm not going near thoese two ever again!”
" ister B e, kid. Listen |__-L|'|;'_l_,|_|l|- 1 Er1|"l‘~:d t'-ll:
manila envelope and spilled out it ontents — stacks of

F




HUNT SREO0K: RVTHESR

glossy photos taken from 10 different murder scenes. |

picked some arrandom. “Here's an elderly lady torm to bits

in her apartment. Here's whar's left of a pregnant woman

killed in her bed. She hesd ewo other kids in the room with
her, but we still haven't found all of their remains. We
think some of them might have been eaten. The DeSilvas
weren 't the first people these monsters have killed, and
they won't be the last. Homicide thinks they've BOC &
Hannibal Lecter wannabe on their hands, but you and |
know the rruth. They aren't going to be able to stop these
guvs. .. but you and | can,"

The girl looked ar me for a moment as though she wasn't
sure what she'd just heard. *You're out of your mind!™

“Tell that to the DeSilvas!” | threw one of the
pictures at her. “Tell that o Eleanor Waits." | threw
another, hitting Emily in the forechead. "Tell thar to
Shontae Brewer and her unbom kid.”™ I threw a handful
of groesome photos in her face, “Tell that ro every man,
woman and child who is going ro die because you don't
have the guts ro do something abour it!” I came sround
the end of the table and she staggered backward, raising
a hand protectively. The look in her eyes made me catch
myself just shorr of shaking her like a rag doll.

“I just want to be left alone,” she said in a rerrified
whisper. "l just wanr o go home."

“Emily, as long as those things are out there, you
don't have a home. Now think: You said you were
suppused to go away with them ronight Were you
supposed to meet them somewhere !

“Y-yes,” she said, choking back moare tears. “They
sid to meet them ar the pack on 133rd Street, across
trom the high-rises. At midnight.”

“Then that’s where you'll be. They trust you, Emily
You can draw them ot of cover. And 1'll be there to rake
care of them."

She brought her hands to her face again, eves bright
with fear. “Please don't. [ swear I'll do anything you
want. Please don't make me do this.”

“Emily, we are going o do this, We owe ir o all the
peuple who've died because of these guys. They're evil, and
they have to be stapped. [ need your help — and Il keep
you in Chicago as long as | have to. So it's in your best
ingerest to help me get chese guys before they ger yow”

She stood there wordlessly while | gathered the
pictures, “Clean yourself up, kid,” | said once I was ready
to go. “Think real hard abour what Lsaid. It's them or me."

[ slipped our just minures shead of the homicide boys.
When I got back to my desk, [ called in a favor from a guy in
processing o fie up Emily's relesse nill about ten thar night.
Onee the wheels were in motion, | started ro mike my plan.

I'd need o get a car from the impound lot; some-
thing that would blend in. And & full-aure weapon
| went outside for a smoke.

¥ L] -

The park existed nowaduays for hookers, junkies and
thieves. It was a square block of dead grass, withered
trees and empty, gratfiti-covered planters, None of the
lights worked, making dozens of dark corners and cul-de-
sacs where people could do their business, It was a place
only & monster could make.

| didn't plan on wasting time. The longer you
waited, the more things could go wrong, The park sloped
upward toward the center, making a kind of low hill
crowned with skeletal trees. Near the top, 1 heard
Emily's voice. She was arguing wirh someone.

My hand wenr for the submachine gun as T got to the
top of the hill. | moved berween the trees, listening for
her woice. They were standing near a broken-down
bench on the side oppasite the entrance.

| brought the MP5 up ro my shoulder. Emily and one
of the guys were standing close together in & pool of
shadow, nothing bur vague gray ourlines against black-
ness. [t felr good to be laying the gun's sight on one of the
beasts. “Time o pay,” | whispered softly. Moving my head
fractionally, | tried to get an eye on the other creature—

And that's when the son of a bitch hit me.

[ts hand smashed into my left shoulder like s sledge-
hammer, knocking me flat on my face. | let off a long
burst as I fell, in the direcrion | had aimed. Someone
screamed. [t might have been me.

The thing was on wp ofme the second Thit the ground.
[ twisted undernearh it and looked into a face seraighit from
Hell. Ir lunged at me, jaws wide, and | flung out my left
hand, flailing ar it snout. Its reeth closed on my wrist.
Sumething snapped. [ wrenched around and jammed the
MP3 into its throat and held the trigger down.

It cumed our bullers worked, after all.

| kicked out from under the thing’s body. It was
already starting ro change, shrinking back into 2 human
shape. | ran down the hill. My left arm wouldn't work
from the pain, 50 1 couldn't change clips on the MP3. |
let it hang from its strap and pelled out the Asp.

Emily and the first creature | zaw lay close o each
other. The kid had caughr a round in the temple. The
beast was trying o crawl away, dragging its shattered legs.

When | saw the poor girl's body, | wene cald. Even
at the bitrer end, the monsters managed to ke one
more soul down with them.

With a flick of my good wrist, the Asp’s collapsible
steel baron telescoped to its full, two-foot length. The
knob at the end began to glow an angry red. The creature
managed to tear its claws across my leg as | broughs the
weapon down on its head. | beat the thing until the
baton warped and broke.

Limping, [ turned back ro the girl. Sirens sounded in
the distance. | closed her tear-streaked eves. There was
nothing else | could do.

Except avenge her.
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IRTRODUCT 10K

Thow art my battle ax and weapons of war: for with
thee will | break in freces the nations, and with thee wall |

destroy kingdoms;
— Jeremizh 51:20

BikyHorF & Revoturion

Hunter Book: Avenger is & sourcebook o help you
develop a better understanding of the Avenger creed
and its emerging role in the world of Hunter: The
Reckoning. As an Avenger, you're a single-minded
fanatic or 2 rurhless destrover. You would wage war on
monsters all by yourself if you had ro, and maybe you
already do. The supernarural is the enemy, and the only
good enemy isa dead enemy. But what makes you tick!
What fire could so consume your soul that it can be
quenched only by rage and violence! This book helps
vou decide, to derermine who your Avenger is, before
and after the imbuing — and all the creed's new powers
and rules don't huet, either.

But just as you need to better understand your
own Avenger, you must understand hunter sociery as
it emerges; the two are inextricably intertwined. As
each of the newly imbued struggles to understand her
new wortld, origins and purpose, she inevirably com-
pares her experiences, philosophies and fears with
ones she encounters on the streets or on the Internet.
At first, the recently awakened lacch onto anyone

who understands them; this new wotld is just too
terrifying to contend with alone. However, in time]
as more and more imbued dare meet and make over-
tures to find each other, individuals with similar
attitudes and theories are attracted o one another
and develop like-minded circles, These foundling
social groups are the bases for what ultimately be-
come the hunter creeds.

Yet, duting hunters' emergence, many varied im-
bued can seem to have common goals, As the chosen
make contact, oy to understand their mutual condition
and strive rowork together, smilar goals and comparable
experiences can hide fundsmentally different philoso-
phies, whether about hunter purpose, the narure of the
Messengers or the necessary fate of monsters. All hunt-
ers agree that the supemnarural’s hold on humanity must
ke broken, but not everyone agrees om how to accom-
plish it. Mutual experiences and murual values turn out
to be two very different things. Hunters can theretore be
raken by surprise when a fellow “avenger” really proves
o he 3 militent redeemer or a distrected vizionary.
Somerimes the chosen aren't even sure of their oun
ideals unril immersed complerely in the hunt.
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It's only afrer the imbued become fully devoted o
or even obsessed with the hunt that their approaches o
it become purposeful and refined. Some become deter-
mined to save monsters’ souls. Others want to see them
utterly destroved. When this distillation is complere,
the creeds as social classificarions finally arise. Avenger
recognizes Avenger and Innocent recognizes Innocent,
all through the creeds’ codified values, intentions and
poals in the hunt.

When will hunters achieve such social strucrure!?
It could rake months or years as the imbued struggle
o understand themselves, and then each other. The
fact that so many edges seem to be shared by the
chosen of various perspectives and personalities
doesn't help, either. However, when creeds as insti-
mutions ate finally acknowledged, the hunt may finally
gain the momentum it needs to overcome the super-
natural, once and for all. Or perhaps such cumbersome
and fractious divisions will be the hunt's undoing, as
imbued fall w infighting and politics rather than
upholding their higher purpose.

Ultimarely, the course of your chronicle and your
Sroryreller’s vision decide when the creeds become
publicly recognized in your game. In the meantime,
your Avenger's fully developed identity helps define his
OWn society.

PersrzeTives

The opinions, theories, information and outlooks
expressed in this book are presented primarily in three
distinct “voices.” These Avenger narrators typify the
spectrum of personaliries across the creed as a whole.
Each of these people presents his or her own rake on the
origins, tactics, relations and ultimare fare of Avengers,
and on hunters in general.

The creed and its members’ views evolve con-
stantly as: Avengers try to define themselves in a
wotld they no longer understand. With no other
frame of reference, the chosen often resort o the
ideas, virtues and philosophies they possessed before
their mransformation. No two Avengers have the
same thoughts about their origins, for example. Thus,
the questions the imbued ask of themselves and their
world — not any specific belief system — best illus
trate their individual and collective identity. After
reading this book, you should have a sense of the
drives and ambitions that inspire and motivate vari-
ous Avengers. You should sense whar initiares these
people's ruthless campaign against monsters, and
what influences their relations with other imbued.
We also hope that you're inspired o fully develop
your character's identity and beliefs, to make him just
as compelling in his dogged pursuit of the hunt.

-
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Hunter Book: Avenger broadens the World of
Darkness as creed members perceive it and offers in-
sights into the hunterpsyche. lealso offers new rules and
powers for use by Avengers and possibly other creed
memmbers. This book can therefors help fou berrer
understand your character and elaborate upon her.

Chapter 1: Hunter Origins explores the narure of
monsters, the Messengers and Avengers, and seeks o
explain why the imbued receive their gifr or curse.

Chapter 2: The Hunt covers Avengers” unigue
tactics and strategies in their constant smuggle against
the supemarural.

Chapter 3: Hunter Ties describes Avengers' rela-
titns with themselves and other creeds.

Chapter 4: Qur Future presents the creed's at-
tempt to define its purpose and destiny in the World of
Darkness.

Chapter 5: New Rules offers more rules, edges and
equipment for use by Avengers and perhaps by hunrers
of other creeds.

Chapter 6: Avengers at Large details newly im-
bued Avengers who are ready for play. The chaprer also
profiles creed members who have acquired reputations
through word of mouth and the Interner.

Lexicon

As any new society or organimtion forms and
grows, its members tend to use words or rerms suited to
the group's needs, intentions and idenriry. Such words
help define the circle's purpose, The Avenger creed is
no different. The following slang and phrases begin o
set COMMON use among warriors, particularly on the
firelight email list. They may even carch on among
other imbued. Avengers ot hunrers in general without
exposure to such communications undoubredly have
their own terms, or they stumble on in the dark, alone
gnd uninformed.

bruise: A ghoul, coined to describe the blue-black
pallor sometimes revealed with second sight.

bullseye: A hunter who prefers to kill wich sniper
attacks.

crave: Used to describe a hunter's obsession with
atracking a particular type of monster.

demo: A hunter with a predilecrion for working
with explosives.

drone: A human who is ignorant of monsters and
their influcnce.

dud: A bystander, someone who receives the call
but fails to become a hunter.

echo: A member of a hunter personality cult.

tang; A vampire.

flicker: A shapechanger.

Jones: A humrer whio has formed acult of personaliry.

lobo: A shapechanger, usually o werewolt.

merlin: A warlock or witch,

put wood en: To kill, particularly vampires.

pyro: A hunter who rends ro kill with fire

rot: A general term for the undead.

shitkicker: A hunter inclined o engage in hand-
to-hend combar, often using the Cleave edge.

smoke: To kill.

stub: A shambler.

wake-up: The act of becoming imbued.

wisp: A phost or spirir.

Sourc: Mavcie

There are all kinds of movies, books and comics
available that caprure the mage, determination and
sometimes unbridled harred of Avengers. Obviously,
the following sources aren't abost Avengers or fighting
monsters, hur some of their chamcters or subject matter
come damn close. Just imagine monsters as the enemy.

Falling Doum: Michael Douglas i awesome as an
on-the-edge “regular guy” who keeps taking it on the
chin in life till he smaps. That's when the shit really hies
the fan, but now he's dishing it out. "It feels pood to
exercise your rights, doesn't it

Reservoir [Dogs: This ts the ultimare movie about
regular guys who alsa happen to be total bad-asses.
Howewver, Mister Blond takes the cake as an Avenger
out of control. Imagine that captured cop as a bruise and
mou're in business.

Scared Seraisht: Yeah, it's a weind T0s flick, bur some
of those inmates are fucked-up dudes. They'd be as
gquick tokill you for a buck as an Avenger would kill you
for being a monster. Some of the harangues in this book
seem awfully familiar, , ..

Cirosse Pomt Blank: If you rake away the comedy,
killing people as a lifestyle — and with a pen — gets
[pretty scary,

LA Confidensial: Holy shit! if you could shatter a
wood chair in your bare hands — just out of anger -
you'd be an Avenger, too.

American History X: Curb stomp.







Ar ungsest mem i an abormimation o the just: and he thar
is wpright m the wary is ahornmation o the wicked.

Proverhs 29:27

Waking up vo vHE NigHYmRRs

Subject: The Revolution Will Nat be Televised

From: memphist8

To: firelight.list@hunter-net.org

E ne on this list and the main one keeps asking
"Where did we come from, Why us? What are the monsters
and how lang have they been here?*

I know.

At least, I've known thers were mansters since T woes 13
years abd,

I remember the gunshot, the air shaking with screams
and dark fingers pointing to the sky, trying fo reweal the
source of on abaminatian, an inhuman creature that had killed
all our dreams in o single moment

I knew there were monsters. I just couldn't see them.

They've always been with us, since the down of time. Whan-
ever human beings come together as a socety, whenever we plart
roats and grow toword a better future, the dorkest parts of our
nature come info piay. Greed. Anger. Fear. Wie lash out af thase we
love, we grow tired ond compromise our values, and we uttimately
sinkinto corrugrtion. Beforewe knowit, ofl those great ideas we onoe
had have been fronsformed into something petty, Why? Becouse
_they_make it happer. _They_ want 1= to sty weak ond without
hope, becouse it saps our strength and makes us ensier o confrol

I think the crectures T collectively call _inkumanity_ ruled
thue Erth long befare humankind, so long ago that not even ruins
remain o mark their ing. Maybe they were a lot like us of
first, but ther dreams fell apart too and they dedlined into
decadence and evil. There's nothing more fearsome than a saul

who hos no hope, becouse it'll embrace _amything_ to fill the void.
We see it every day in the inner city.

The warlacks were the first, That age-old dedl with the
el you know? When they found thesr hearts and minds weren T
up to the demands of life, they sold outand corrupted themsedves
far the sake of power But fear has o way of making the mes®
horrible alternotives seem affroctive wartted long life.
They wared The ond witality they never had. They
wanted to contral the world that made them so afraid. So they
learned to steal ane onather's strength ond add it fo Their cwn,
They turned on one ahother [ke sterving rats. Some become
vampires, creatures empty of life except for what they could
steal. Ohers simphy became I::rirg dend “fmhﬁ F-.HE-:'F ﬂnul!
trapped in decaving fhesh, A few, o W, C WSEST
mmafdfmm?.lhmdﬂmﬁiﬂ forest, i
themsehves fo the wild But ke the others, they were foo

 like o drowning man pulling his savier downwith him, They
took their powers from the predators of the wood ond become
half-man, half-beast, ciways hungry for flesh, unable to control
even thesr physical farms

It's a sod story, but if it hod ended there, the world would
have been a much different ploce. Inhumanity was lest lﬂg
before _we_ came on the scene. They sow us in the crodle
MHTW'MTTW from ol “;EJT;‘;’,“"““
visian ing brightly from our i T SO in LS
Mm ﬂmﬂ' were nat, They loved us ond hated us at the
some Time, as only a diseased heart could, And the further we
spread, the more They coveted what we achieved.

We still have stories of thase early fimes, but no one befieves
themanymore._They_ have deafened U To our deep memories and
taught 1= toridicule ourancestors woys. Storiesof monstersarenct
histary amymore; they're myths Butwhat about the Greekgods, wha
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come fo humansin the af animals? What about the Mingtaur
or Thie Medusa? What about the Witch of Ender inthe Bible, or the
man pessessed by a of evil sprits? What about the monster
uﬂb&ﬁrﬂﬂdﬂﬁsmnuﬂﬁiﬁmﬂsm "y ths" speak of
animal like kitsune and creafures apparently similar fo
vampires. Dovoureally think such commen sforesare o coincidence?

In the early days, inhumanity préyed on us openly, terrar-
izing the weak and fearful. But we them. There were
hurters in these days, shaped by the times livedin Men like
Perseis or the Jewish David or Beowulf. They and
power greater than their fellow men and they proved T
monsters could be slain. They were the first hurfers and all of
us today descend from them

Our great failing was that we were Too shortsighted, Tao
willing to pit dum‘qufhr. sword once the imrnr.diﬂwil wos

d. There was no ane with the foresight Ta recognize
the monsters forwhat they were and lounch o crisade to scour
them from The Earth. We couldn't see past the bounds of our
litte il ond clans. S50 the monsters survived and their
hate grew. If they couldn't hove the that was “rightfulky*
theirs, if they couldr't make our world theirs, then they would
ghare _their_ world with us.

What is the quickest way ta corrupt o man? Give him
what he wants. Just ke that. Shide it fo him on o silver
plotter. Make it so easy that he con't help but ask for more,
More and more, until he no longer knows any other way to get
what hewants, and then his wantsbecome _needs  Thenhe's
trapped. That's when he's capoble of anyvthing to fulfill his
desires, no matter how depraved.

T‘hernmsrtrss'ruppadf ting us and started _helpi
T3 Sllt'ﬁ'f {IIE;‘“JME ot pur u:hsp:sd?ﬁ
shared “know wn'hw. made kings and led them o
bisld great empires, addicting them o power. They soured us
with guilt and tumned it into prejudice. They dulled cur minds
with the pleasires of the Love became hust. Mobility
becorne brutality. And when our ancestors saw what they had
bﬁ:m their joy furned to despair, which is the path o evil
the darkness becouse that was all they had left.
T'h-: cancer hod taken root. Pretty soon no one could tell
humans from monsters. The creatures hod created the best
of both worlds — for themselves.

Tz Mzssace

We should have seen whaot was coming when they nailed
Christ to a free.

I don't know about any “son of Bod " but Jesus was still o
grmithafrladmmmwu:luﬁnfwl'dn'niLﬁhum
J-uru:lnu'.s mmpusslnn bove, I don't think he heard a message

w{m hiz heart. The problem waos, he talkedalittie
oo bpt-l'd':." his vision was too far remaved from the sha
that 51:-::|e1",' hod been warped imto. Jesus undid
creafures’ plan witheut ever knowing it. Looking back, IT'm
surprised the monsters didn't kill him a let guicker

People colled Jesus the _Messiah_. He tried to share o
mesgage, all pight, but what he was soying wasn't g
new, Just the appasite. He was trying to remind us of what
we were like before the monsters got their clows into us

The monsterswanted us to forget. That wos theirwhale pion
in g nutshell, Forget our better seives. forget what it was like fo
live without needs and fears. But Christ sfipped through the
eracks. He was everything we ohce were. He had powers no other
man had. He was a hero reborm. But how did he rediscover the
powers that the monsters had faken from us?

Feople dor't ever really forget amything. Ever hear thot?
It's true. Scientists oy we remember every Thing we Experience

-

= it's just ing_ to these memories that's the problem
Somewhere deep inside every one of us is the blueprint for our
ancient seives. Societies have been furned toward sterile
scienceand soulless technology, ond philosophy and religion have
been pushed to the fringe because the monsters are o
ﬂwmmwfrmmrmmhﬂs o keep us sick and weak.
deep down, woy deep down in cur subconsciots, we know the
truth, Irhmmm':d memary. _ This is not the way we are
tobe Weare fivinga lieevery doy, There are monsters

all argund us, but we con't see them,

Sometimes, under the night circumstonces, we conhear the call

The words we hear come from _inside. us. Theyvre the
voices of our subcorscious, frying fo reconcile what we were with
what we've become. The probidem is that we've drifted so for from
our origins that the truth, sodly, seems . We con no
longer imagine that we could be copable of such glory by ourselves,

Jesug heard the voice of his subconscious and called it
Bod, identifying it with the religion he knew as a bay, He
couldn't help it. The monsters hod put that idea indo his head
almost from birth — his ond every other persoms on the
planet, Don't poy Toa much atterntion fowhat's geing on around
you — focus on some nebulous world o come

You can also hear the messoge and still not get it right.
That was as frue then as it = today. Maybe it's your
upbringing or your environment, but you con see the truth and
not know what to do abaut it

Christ misunderstood what he'd been shown He thought he
wis the fora ise o come, instead of wokd
us -.lpﬁﬂh:v.‘r‘g“'d?ﬂ. thpwfliy came for him, he went IiE
a lamb ta the sloughter, thinking that Heaven waited, no matter
what. The peor bastard. He even f thern before he died.
I bet they got o good lough out of

We wor't moke the same mistake Christ did,

Wiar Az We!

T firelight. List@hunter-net ofg

Foomn: crusoder]?

Suhjeci: Cur Source

Somanyoifhese “oogntheodes” | ve heardwould makeme lough
ity wieren' Feymplomatic of st howmmach of abaftle we bave abeod
of us. I'myrod jus# talking about the cbwvious sides of the Hall War, us
opainsthe vampines-and spirits and boosi-men. 1'm halking about the
warnsideourown sioulis That' sthe firsHemrionwe hove o reclom.

The *things* hove colonized ourminds, They don ' just hurk i
thi sewers and outin the lonely woods. They've setup shop in our
beliefs and idegs. All the authorniby we see tham exar — on TV
stotions, banks, and of course on the govermment —is secondary.,

To: firelightise@hunrer-ner.omg
From: crusader] 7
Subject: False Prophers
The book of Juhn wams us that n the End Times
there will be false prophers whose haneyed words will
sock o um the faithful from the work of the Lard.
Your humanisric wirchery makes mesick, Mem-
phis, I can’t believe | once admired you.
. | haven't forgoeren that [ owe you my life afeer that
“night i Albany. i'md::talmc,lwnntmymman
encmy. Bur dan'r cross paths with me again.
Make your peace wirth Chrisr the Savior, Mem-
phir-.whllcpm:lﬂm.




That's all just o means to.an end, and that end is simply this-
*control*. They confrol whatwe see, whatwe leam and thesefon
whalwebelieve Wyouput enoughviolence on TV, soonno one will
be shocked by violenoe, Enough hatred, bocked by o pulsing bass
beod, and prefty soonwe're mare oocupied by our differences than
our cormaron hirnanity, B's Ehe tumof themillennium andwhat howe
we got o showfor 7 Prejudice you can dance ol

W ore living inevil fimes, and susenemies are nothing other
thanevil incamale Garbed inoursion. fheyeeolloamong ws inoder
tomaold ond shape us and make s o e fhem,

Then, olomg comie us bunlers

Isit really so mystedous? 15 it 5o strange, what we are?

We're the ogents of God on Earth

That's samething ne-one wanks o hear foday. “We don'tneed
&failh®, wehave *omy*. " "W don Tonesdvichue, wa: b i spod
uisand sorme skis ond o house inthe subuis.™ “Wedon Tnesd values
likercoueage and loyalty, Moneyond objects are good encugh forus.”

People are blind, foolish and crippled. They ve been corefully
fought fowalue only objects. Az anesult, they *become® objects.
you bry o wake them up o aything more imporant, ey *lough®
atyou, Being good kn't cool. It s all o big joke o them, ond most of
uis *were® them. Unfil we gota good look of the comedian, of least

Now? | don' "t hear amyone loughing.

God showed us the truth, and the shocking thing = ihol so few ol
uscanseed *evennow®. Here, I'llspedl it out ke onWheel of Forlune.

GOD 5 NT 5 TOD 5TOP TH.M

It 5 that obwious, buf you' e all so conditioned by secular
humnonism thatvou can'| seehe paftem. " Awalkening pomal mstinc=™
Givermeabreckd | hoven't seenarmy leenage biood sluts develop "primal
instincts " when o vampire is st tofear open thairneds, “Vituses
stmuloting our lofentpaychic pobendial*™ Thal's ke seeing oweother
balloon, watching i crosh, handling fhe =ik seeing LS. Wealther
Rervice” slencled onthe side and sl insisting I senalien spoce ship!

| don't necessarniby think we’re anything new, however. The
Bible speaks of "mighty men” in days of eld. 1've knocked over
monsters with thrown rocks — sound anything like David and
Golioth? Don'twe cast out devils like the disciples of old? Ses
vighons e the prophets? Heal iliness like the sainks?

This i rod b firs! tone buonan kind has aded in conced ogains!
e axgenitsof Soton. The liberol leff poinis o the Catholic Inquisition and
declores itwas all about greed and polifics and anfi-5Semifism... but
b onily ores around o could sy for sune e fhe monsers wi hun
|'ve hieand ferminists call Salima " potiarchal gesture of fernicde, ™ but
kncrovineg whohwe know, 50t # semplec o think fhal # *was* justwhat
s *claimed o be? Maybe he puritans *were* killing witches
and B Prinee of Lies hos siditfully hidden the truth. Afher all, hisfory =
writien by the winners

Tome, the greatest miracle isthat God has secn o ghve these
gifts fo so many unbelievess. Thal's the biggest bamier, How could
God emnust such poweer io such froil beings—ond | include mysedfin
thit coegnry, o thal iy srength comnes from fhe Loed. Butthat's
always been Hiswoy, Bock in Eden, He enfrusted the grealest of
secrets to hurmanity, wio promgtly solled fhem, Evennow, Heoffers
e cup of salvation to those who would spit in it of knock [ Inso (he
duist, But Hiz groce ond mercy ane boundless, boltomless, ond His
love so greal thal even if all the energy of imbuing only soves one
huntersoul thaotofherwise would bo condemped, (he invesimeant is
warth itto Him. His ways aren "t ours, He lsn'teoncemed with getiing
and spinding and value and retum on His imvestment. He'll ghe us
the fools and hope that we choose fo use themwell

Make nomistaks, God wanls ustochoose. He could, of course,
enfosce His will, but Then He'd be no baties than his foes our paey
What sort ofuniverse would it be, Hlled wifh outomatons grindimg
relendlessly down o predestined course? A grofesgue puppet show,
cetainhyurfitioro being of boundless it Mo, we *miust® hove fres

CHAPY IR i HUMWY ZE ORIGINS

will, Wemust howe thi-optionio choose dishelief, disobedience and
death. Bul He alwoys siocks the game in our favor

Read Genests, It doesn't sy, "Hyou disobey me, vou'll sufier,
yiu'll be sormy, you'll sweol and béeed and battle ogomei notun: that
Wias once your senant.” Mo, it says, "You'll die.” Bul whenwe
screwed ftup, Herelenhed, and He has given us cosmic breaks fime
and again, mcluding sending His son 1o saveus. Now we have
another chaios, W ane shown the evil inuth ond given the weapons
to battleit. ' an obwious choice, but sfill o chalce. Yiouw oon *fmalhy*
choose b see a loving and merciful God who's been there oll along.
O you can ook oway. As obways, iV 5 up o you

Venowromy chioice.

W vz Chosen

I remember the marches in Birmingham. I've got scors
where a police dog bit my leg. I remember the dead lookin the
cop's eyes as he beat my father te the ground. But we kept
on going, kept on protesting, _We shall overcome..._

We didn't know what else to do, The world needed
changing, and we were going to do it, somehow.

Yiow know wihat T mean? We've always been idealists, all of us
These days, that word's just anather labe! to be loughed at — the

$he rofve and imenature, Tt not coal o have an ideal, &
vision for the world. The world can't be changed, right?

That's what _they_ want us to think.

We alweys sensed that the world wosn't what it should be.
We bristled ot the corruption, the greed and the feor we sow
oround w5 We knew deep down that it wos not supposed to be this
way. We couldn't go along with the rest. We couldn't fit in

There were nights we would lie awake, with the frustration
gnawing af our ingides. The world was wrong ond we had o
it i we were ever going to feel ony peace, Some of us hove felt that
since childhaod: others have come fa it much later in life, but the
restlessness is the key, the one thing all of us share

We have gravitated to causes all our life, follen in and out
of courtless crisades o8 we've tried to find some way to fight
back. Equal rights, environmenttal rights, free speech, pre-life
or pro-choice, anything that spoke to our discontent. Some of
us felt called to be soldiers or policemen. Others become
terrorists. The details didn't really matter. Wi were frying fo
get our hands around the threat of an invisible enemy we could
gense all around = but never see

That's whry the wake-up is ahways viskent for 1= Were drown
to it fike o lightning rod, After all those years of struggling blindly,
we finally push through the last barmiers. We finally get our we

Zomeane almast abways dies. That's the final straow. The
spilling of innocent blood

For me, it was on the subway. I never tock the subway, usualby.
By the time I got of f shift at the Waldorf, it was oo late for o
womar to be catching the train toHarlem. Ttwasarainynight, really

To: firelighr.list@hunter-net.org
From: willow12
Subject: Re: Our Source

Crusader] 7 wroge:

>Mayhe the *were® killing wirches and
the Prince of Lies has skillfully hidden

>the murh. After all, history s written by the winnens.
.. Thank you, Travis Bickle. Nexr up
g:ﬁ:hurdi ﬁf}clfnmhm wﬂL{urd:.:uﬂh.;w low price of

explain that shamblers are acrually outer space

encrgy creatures from inside a volcanol
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cold. I couldn't believe it wasn't snowing. There'd been a shegting
outsidermyopartment thenight before. Twoboys died Threw them
both, I was thinking about tweo funernls, ohout why our young men
couldn't seem to stop kdling each other. My feet just storted
walking on thes own, heading for the subway entrance. Theold roge
was coming back T hadnit feit that angry in years, just sick with
frustrotion. The whale world was gaing to hell, sliding a little bit
foster every day. I just worted to hit something

There was one other person in the subway cor with me.

A young white girl, young encugh T be my doughter. T sat
about as far awday frem her o I could, not feeling much like
talking. If she'd opened her mouth, there's no telling what T
might hove said in reply

The homeless man came into the cor from the end nearest
The girl. He was a young black man in a ripped-up army coot and
worn-out jeans. The sight of him just mode me angrier. I
thotght about all the marches, all the blood, that day in
Memphis when the best of us died. I thought about oll Td J
givenup, throwing away my old life, my education, to fight for
eur rights, just o he could starve an the Street.

Then I saw hiz eyes = dull and gray, like a corpse. His skin
wos suddenly the color of oshes. He smiled at me, o slow
stretching of loose rotting lips, revealing broken shards of
teeth, I couldn't speak, couldn't move until the _thing
turned and grabbed the white girl by the throat.

Lll remember that sight far the rest of my life,

That picture of obomination. I suddenly under- R
stood what all these fingers hod bean pointing at, & f?
N

back in April of 1968. Dark fingers pointingata J
manster in their midst o

The thing tore the girls throat. She
kicked and jerked, and I remember the planding
look in her eyes. They were bright blue, like
marbles,

Tve carried a switchblode inmy purse since 1973 T'd never
hod a resan ta use it before. God knows what I must hove looked
like, a beat-down black woman ina housekeeper's uniform swinging
asix-inch knife, But I tore that sonof abitch to pieces. The keefe
turned like a hot iron, ond I felt like an avenging ange#

Tve talked to others lke us since then The details are
aifferent, but the experience i the some. Mearly always the
monsterisaret, Thereore werse things out there inthewarld, but
nathing so _wrong_ as the dead come back %o fife. T# con't be
reasoned with. It con't be hefd back It can only be destroyed,
beaten fopieces. The mind mokes us confrent these monsters first
becouse it's the clearest way for us to understand how sick the
world has become, and what we hove to da to make it right again,

It's easy to get angry at others on the net who don't see
things = clearly as we do. We have fo remember that most
of them haven't been fighting all their lives like we hove, in
one form or another. We were chosen long before we knew
who the enemy really wos,

Tz vo Ligr g Fise

It seemns more of us are getting the wake-up every day. The
werse things become on the ﬂﬁ Thesie:lw-wnr gsocichy gets,
the thinner the veil getsbetween s and the beasts More andmore
of 1s are seaing the truth becouse I think things are coming to o
head The human roce is getting dri a precipice. Tha
monsters havebeenatit forh of yeors, making us more and
miore like them. Pretty soon there won't be any Turming back.

We dor't have time To talk things over. Wi dor't have time
1o think abaut other people’s wants or needs, The house 15 on
fire, and if we don't act fost, it's all gaing to burn to the ground
Defenseless peaple might get caught inthe cressfire, We can't
spare them any tears. Mot everybody can be saved




There has to be a reckoning, A silent revelution, breaking
the monsters’ hold on the world ‘We won't make the same
mistakes af those who came before ws We don't have any
ilkusions about what the enemy will do Ta us, And we wen't stop
with a single street, or a single city block, or even a single
country. We're going to toke back this Earth, one bloody step
at a time, and Heaven help anybody who gets in our way.

Maost of us are going To die. That's just the way it i
There are ten of them for every one of us, and they've haod
hundreds of years to learn how ta protect themselves. Fuck
it. We're all going to die sconer or later, I plan on Taking as
mary of them with me as T con.

We won't be rumbed by the evening news, We won't be
gickened by the tolk shows We won't be deafened by the lies
of the paliticians. The revalution will not be televised.

Lang live the revalution

Yue Truvnls Hiopew

Sublect FWTE Bfustion Beparts. November ko Jamsary

From: scidierd |

Tex firelight lis¥@humier-netorg

Sunday. November | 4: Tradewinds Mofsl, Bsno, Nevada. 2320 hours
locad Bme

The reporisfrom Pattern | 79 are bogus There is no evidence of Missan-
gar activihy ot Area B .18 facl i looks ke a big part of e bass has been
ebandoned for several months. | wes abis fo peneirale the sies ouler
perimeter and sef up am obsenation post an o fdgeline wilh & good view of
the leatfactiies | didnt ses amy ofthe Tumingus orbs” tha Pafters | T8 wrahe
ahout, or fult tha kelepatfic “beacon” he said was there.

| don't wamt by say thad e whobe thing was a hosx. Pattern| 75
story hed all the rght deteils. and & mode 50 much senze Wayba ha made
a mistake abaul the exact lecation. Unfortusately, e dosant seem o befn
Reno anymore | cant find him anywhers

Had anather dream about the guys last night | was back at ths housa in
Mezxico, brging todind my weey ot emd Bhey iere standing all aroend mi painling
foa doar | couldn see. Thals gof o mear something. righf? e got bo mesn that
Im on the right freck The proof st §1 can just igure oub where ke Jook

Messace Frow Bevowd

luesday. Howember |6 Tredewinds Motel Reno, Mevada 0216
hours local Eme

Tuwa more days and | afill kaven? found Pakem | T4

| did mm btk anasthar Furer. 2. guy ramed Mack He ssu ife sgnon my
brag and followsd me 2z lwalked srowrdiown Hewass ey good st lspobied
him prefty quick and pulled him info:an alley when Feget close [ thought hewas
angafham atirst and was onhe ma. When be poinfed = the mark Id sswed an
my bag. the fenslon sased & e

Turns out henars s wsed-car ot but ke's asoldier e the rest af ez Hewss
getting st up hogo afera pairal shobs who'd besn kiling some oftfe localmafia
boije Mk asted me i houg it fusosid be befierto waftand leHhae ghubs finish
their business. Thiy were monsters, suma. but they wsre only going sfler
crimingls We angued back and forth about alta bar, doing shobs asd irying o
figure out homu cur s gof eo flecked up,

Thares gt baa purposs joall i Bomeons or somsdhing ls shiing e
menehirs b us and glving us Fese powers Mack didst herve s chos He said hawes
makcing It all wp 85 he went slong snd tryieg o sty el

| bold Rim it fiad bo be allens Nothing else makes sense

back gave me st look | asked him how he got his wake-up

Ha gaid Rils mobher Ived in 5 home near the edge of toam. Bhe was
iy calling and befing about how she fahed the place | quess ske ana
Mack didn havethie bestrelafionship. and he had her putin the ald folies home
adter his dad died & coiple years aga He wasnt proud of | bt el wasthe
it Lash monih she shopped ralling. At first e thought she'd finaliy seffled

CHAPYER i HUNT cR ORIGINS

To: firclight. list@hunter-ner.org
From: cabbizll
Subject: Power ro the People My Ass
Spate me the psycho-political bullshit, Mem-
phis. It sounds to me like you're miking about
something a kot bigger than putting wood on a bunch
of leeches. A New Workl Order, maybe! I've heard
stories about you, lady. You woubidn't happen 1o knaw
about a ror over in Harlem last month,
- would you! A whole lot of pissed-off people yelling
#kill the bloodsuckers™ and going after any Jewish or
" Asian person they saw! Fifteen people died. The faces
on the news didn't look much like monsters to me.
Revolutions have a way of wming on them-
selves, Memphis. Remember thar,

In a2 e was going Yo get s e peace Days possed then weeks which was
weird. He dacided b check an har - 3 first He calied the place a half-dogen
times buttfe nurse shusys said shecouldn coms bo B phoni Jorone resson
or gnother. Finali he decided bo just go Hheee

Someshing mada bim bring Fis pistol He said Fe memembered how cram
i ssemed kaiting hia gam down ot oithe hall closst but he took 7 ssguay.

Therausreaslya coupiecars inelobu hen hegotiers buss derkand thes
wasa ke coming The bullding wes dark lerbsbry. Whom b gt bresica
wverytiing wias qist — ey foo quist He sakd § ot ke the inside of s e

A quy af the frond dest gave him fhe ran-around. He ssid the ol folks
Fad already goee bo bed. even thaough i was hll eady. The afendant was
acting realhy strangs. mot really looking Mack in the s, end his wics was
slurred. almost ks he wes lking in his e

Thafs when # happessd Therd was & Rash of lighining. In et
mamant. back saw down a fallway past the front desk. He sald he saw
black stains streaking the usalls Hes paint had besn thrown arousd The guy
befiind the desk bnew Mack had sesn @& He look a fow sleps back Eind of
servous and his fest squeaked on the tile floce. Mack locked down ard Hhe
gy & white shoss were covered with blod

Thi afemdant or whatever reachad for Fim and Mok shok e guy bo
hestasion Mack pulted e gus fram his usslsfhand snd shot Hhe gay in the
Fuaszeel He ok bl i comnter sind saw bloady foatprinks leading down the
figll. Thafs when he heard the soream — an old womsans volce. pleading. i
o Fusue bean fils moffier. Mayks ahs heard the shok Ha ran down He fall
follousing the bloody fookrists The trall led to some doors Lightning flashad
again. He says fie saw words wrillen In shadows or blood across B wall

THEY HIDE THER: FACES BEHIND MASKS OF INMOCENEE

He kicked the doars ogen. He said Fa had b keep moving. He was sure
that if s shopped ko Hink aboutwhat was hagpesing. dven for a second he
weald Fave gone out of his mind

Thaare e n examination room on the ofher side.a placs-w e residends
wier beviaght wihes they died Mack woldst sl me all of whad he found Al Fe
wikhd 22 was that his moter wms theve along iedh several offer people. She
didnt booik: Hica hersslf at all like somedhing uwes wearing Fer skin

He ran Hie hell empiying the o behind him Lighlsing slrick nesd o e
buflding == Fe gof o his car. He had & gas can in B brunk. The ned dey e
netwspapers said the place hed bean R by lightnisg and bureed fo he ground

| asied wihig P wis so defermined to check op on his mother, and what
made hirn taks & gun Mack kind of shrugged. He said he hought aboo! fhat ey
riigghl bisk he it havve any smswers. Mebe fwan bis guardian segel

Mo | s el isism singede dom| send'someons Infodanger and kel them
e paack a pistol Theiyre suppossd bo stesr people chas of bad hisgs:

Ha Bhoughd aboul hat hen said Fhat magbe Bod had senthim o kil e
munsters | sl nowawy. When od wanbs-a person bo da something heghes an
ordar, Moses got his Bursing bush Mesh even got a plenfor e ark
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The Wessengers just open our eyes lo the monshers and give us e
chance o oo saomething about & Ko more. no legs.

Mack pald fsounded Nz some kind of fest e Job bn the Bible.

Excacty We're being fested Mot ke Job though because hewas putthrough
bl by s if P el b frith. He msmisn't ghem powsers sed fold b idl mongters.
saitfidod tendoing fw hoels would e e poweriogetinlo e headesnd sed
us visionaT Wiho slee could give ue supesfumian powens?

Altena

He loniced =l me aneasily. butl could bell Fe saw the inalh Afler & wihile,
he said we should go lacking for the rots

Rearmg vz Waintwind

Thraday. Mowmber |8, Greyhound Bus Station Forl Worlh Texas.
2125 hairs local

On my wang lo Qatveshos to help o fellaw soldier eéiminats the il Fisld
Killer. He sya the crestune bs mads of rofting =ids and olf sledge This could
b tha prood | need to back up my theary aboutthe origin af monsters — and
whay we've been chosen o shop them

Pallufian is the unaveidable side effect of any industrialized socisty
Even going back as far s Kome sclentists have determised sources of
sirious global warming as a result of bundreds and hundreds of chercosl
fires in egtablished cifles. The mors sdvanced our lools and bullding
raterials becoms, the more exotic — aed toxdc - leffover waste becomes
[ hink about the chemicals cur fachries pusp inle lakes and fvers or the
poizons we hurg b the ground.

houw 2ad Yo fhat fhe dedertoration of Bvisg condillons for mosd peopls
tn indusirialized counbries. Think about cwercropded cifizs and the piagus
of crime and drug use infecting fnmer ciles Think aboul all (et Fuman
despair aed miserg and what that must do ko Bs surroundings. Sounds
nr.'l.:q? an wau remember a fime when you wead into a favoriie shore ar
resfaurant. and some obnoafous asshole was in there moking & scems?

Femambar how itnklly changed the atmasphare ofthe place sven after tfe
gy left? Thafe the kind of thisg I'm fefidng about

The monaters are here becanse we mado Fem They ame e olieal
expression of the poliufion we'm spausing info the word. Boodsucksrs might
Fuivee Bvegyuin s viclime of 3 Feemoerfiag b vines Bhat uias muksbed by pofubands
furning peopleinto s new form of e Bolscould beFhe sameway drivan by soms
kind of bacheria Fiat resides In fhe thing s decaying brain

Thingzcame bo s head back in the 4= when we managed ko gplitihe
afam. Since then, aur techinology hes exploded atan increasing rabe. Things
ame H;pppnlng w0 T e cen shep beckand cansiderthe CONSRqUENCES af
whad we creale Were making mose and more mosshers every day Whal
kappens when there are mors of them than es?

The aliens knous, Thay probably had #he mame problams when fey wern
dervelping =23 race and marszed foovercome rem Maybe ey wanhocontact
115, b e afranid fo il e leairn howw b cantecd e monsiers e cresshed Faur
arrentechinology has led o fhings lee vampines sndwolimen imagine whatue
might spawn e sered working with aken kchnolagy?

Baiheyre helping usthe only wiaythey Enow how They e ressling the
problem in selected peaple and giving us the foals fo try and fix it That's why
thai) give s somuch. buttel oz so it The reaponaibility srd the maturihy for
cieaning up ourworid |5 cors alone. Fwe cantlesm the lesson cormshes so
amount of lecherdng will work. Thals whiy they didn post come down sad ell
us shout each and every monster in the world. They could i thay weamied o
bruk s Fosvvew by b frwe b e Frovcrse e sighl path. Tio len from ous mistakes and
fight on. despie the desths of friends and lowed ones. We heve fo socepd fnet
wirvee b given @ respansibility and we have ko Fonor # of ol coste s
ft means forssking other oslhs or leading men fo thelr deafhe What use
daing Isfor Bhe sake of fhe waorld, for generafions et o come

Tha monshars hide in the shadous and spread lies aboul =2 calling s
unsfics and marderers. deseriers and raftors. One dey the bruth will come
aut wnd the world will sse us for the saviors we mmlly ase
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Friday. Mowember | 8. Brock's Beer and Biflards, Fort Worth Texss.

| 836 hours local.

bifary polics showsd up af Fe Breyhound stafion and starked
it hing e buses | Rt the |labrne before getting on board. otferwise thay
would have had me. Buess someons must s#ill be looking oul-for me

aney is runnisg lows Hapefullyleas hook upwith someona ke Macc
in the ity snd oet some help (thenwise | might have fo sieal what I nesd o
confisue operaliong | hape A doeen’t come ho Fhal

Sameone on hunher-sel fus shared calling us on fhis kBl fwengers | doal
trink thafs necessarily rue We aren touto svenaranything — we brought s
all on oraedven afterall Besides I've heard some prefty sentiments! shiff on iz
figk b it makrs more senss to Bhink of us — Bhe omes fhis list is inhended for,
ampuisl) = 88 soldiers, Feopls wiho are willing ko put e sad limb on ihe Ene o
ghop Fie enamy by whatewr mesns necessany,

Thiafs the commeon facior sbout s Young or old. man or womsn, we &l
undderstsnd Bl he monshens misi b destroged 2o we're willing fodowhahewr
Hakes bomake that fappen End ofslory Bverything else b just matierof detafls

Task e Ehresads abhout thie Turmieg oses” for Instance. They re arguing
sboahwhy someofies soppasadiy sesoursshies surrounded i fomes whenws
gt e wiake-op and why mosk don seem fa T even hisrd some stupid shit
about these fire people being T crassders againgt avil or how they have
some spectal destiny, | didn bars Erussder] T did according ko him Does fhal
muzitn Fii betberteam mei donthink ac Hels cerfalnly more devout than [am
and Chrisfam belletis foll af images Fee anges with faming eards Butl sk
gameof ihees peopls think they ses themsshes onfire because they expectioses
flames Thatcould apphyteeeryanefrom fandamesislst preac hars fo emiron-
maiftal actiishs boequal ghl peohechess They soe femaelves thatway becauss
Hray s thair mission or purpase Hal way - all sef-rghleaus and isdigrant §
doesn | ke Hrem sey befteror worss Ban e restofusAnd witlle L ao bellews
cerfain ofus have been simgled oot with a special role o fulfill # Fas moe dado
withy bringing us sll fogsther than spiitting us further apart

Whatws haveio remember i thet e s other hunters ot there whe
are just a5 commiSed as we s botuhoss abillies and sffudes are difieren
from oare. Obviously, helr pufloces are mportant or the slles would neser
Fuave Imibroed them in e first place | don? belisw that these athar hunfers ame
failed warrriom lor wikahees you cane b call e The aliess am wery caneful In
who Eheg select i hey rantt ouiright read our troughés. By can certainly
analigte our personalilies as well as any therapisd could Take & hanber llke
BooitwarmBE and all iz welrd Idess about brying boundesstand fhe monshers’
siaipoint § the siens are smar enough bo see el someone B Crssader | 7
uscii dedicate Bie rast of s e bo wiping the things out they sare as hell could
guims Frat Bockuorm wauld b moms inferested in edablishing @ dishego

by b B aliens could maks miglzkes. There's no reason bo expect
{Fem T be perfect Bub why would they give these “mistakes” different
poasiers of abilifies that suiled heir different personalities?

Sagwhat | menn¥ There must be mom bo all B e sl Elling monshes
thake &k i were aboul there wouldnt be sny cifer hunfers out here except as
soldiers. Thenes s blager pictorews nesdin kesp cursyson instead offust ssbiting
vor oulright allackingl haslers who dont agres wigh w F monskers and their
aciions wers 5o essy fo stop we woldnt need Hhe Messengers b all would wef

Bt all makes a |k of senss whan g ook st the mboed as diffsrent
edaments of an army

An armigs purpass & ko confrond sad defeat Be enemig Bul nof sll Fe
miemibans of an sy sre file-carmying “srunts” There s medics who sk cars
of ¥ injured enginsers who creals defessitds poaiions and suppor fhe znmys
mabnffor Infellgence noops that deferming pricriy tErgets and s on Wihoutsl
ofthese suppariing slemms s working fooether e grost canttda hisjob venywell

Were the kiflers the sharpesd of humanity’s shick. We'ra focused on one
thimg anly killing mosshers wiermer we find them. Fuwe can leam o inbegrate
pur efforts with other ariers. we cam lesne Bhem to cover the detalls thay do
bt and bt us comcendrabe oa figheg the war Crver imea. Hre more hands we
z=n bring ko baar on fighting the monsters. the more wa mightlearn about one
another and tha plans e Messengers howe for all mankind

CHRPYIR i- HUNY IR ORIGINS

T i Most Danezrous Game

Amniliheonbyperson henwhois comiosable wish e word "peey™
That'swhatthese things.are, fous. Afleast, that' swhat they' e meantio
be. Doclorll? talks aboul his "subjecks” and Bookworm35is 5o
rricghied ol he refers o fhern by fhe nomes of their uoman disghussss
But whaot wie'ne really halking ebout here {5 our targets. Mo ofher
indemprefotion makes sense. Wewere called, we wene ghven fhe abilityio
see thiom os they are, and wewere given powerwith which to smite
them. Itis the clear inbent of the Heralds that we hunt down fhese
creatures, We' e nol supposed to get fo know themm —ifwe wera,
wouldn'twe be able fo hear B voices of ghosts, aswell as see fhelr
shimpes I wewere meant fo negotioe, wimy e we g powers o
destroy? Thal's nobveny conducive fo discussion, BodkwonmSS seems
o ik e e oo Folign® oursetveswith fhesemiorehans. Butiftho
wzs our reason fo b, winy wiuld e Messengers have shown usthese
criatunes iniheirugly, iuefomns?

Even as | ype these words, | conimogine o reply from
Bookwormmn. Mo doubt it will be couched i his nommal shishagl: of
sedf-pity, but it will comie down fo this: sinoe our perceptions come
troen the Heralds, how dowe know they re true?

Wi can'| *know*, of coursa. There is o cerien amount of faith
irnvebved, but even mare, # requines commeon serse, Pechaps whalwe
purceive with e sight are not these creatures” “true” forms. 5o what'?
Welmowior sure thotwhat wesee *without® thesighfisa *lie® They
hide—even their stounchest suppoiers among us canmd demy that

Why hide if they hove nothing o far from exposure? Wy hide
uindess ey pain sorething rm concealment? ve seen them feed
onpdood and Besh. I've seen them leave o wake of camage that gets
blarmed on " gongbangers” or “flosh floods™ oreven “ball ghiniog
I've seen theom ged oway with munder becouse they hide. | don't core
wihiotThe truth is behind their rmasks. don ™ oane if ey look lkewalves
o angels of somelhing so borrible that amy humanwould be struck
i fosesit | Enonw thiem by Beir odions

Goodness and purity hove nothing bo gain from secrecy, Only
corrupbon hides ftself away,

Yawrizs

Doctor1¥'s much-vaunied scientific detochment betrays
hiirmn, He Thinks fhere are two kinds of rots, the anes with the black
stoin and those withoud. He speculates thal there's fwo strans of o
sirilarvinus cousing the some " sympioms. ™

Doctor, the “block shoin rofs” ane vampires. The block stainis
mothing mose of less than the visible sign of fhelrinky gin.

These crectures arg, | think, the obvicus portent of the pending
Armageddon, They are the masters, the ringleoders, ihe
founkainheod from which all e ofher evils How,

The vampire & the very image of th ant-Chist, Our Lord Bved
o life of poverty belor: He selflessty died forus, spilling Has holy

To: firelight. ia@hunter-nec.org
From: hunter?
Subject: ET go home!

Give me a bregk, Soldier. Tum off the TV and
‘hit the librury. There are legends of vampires and
werewolves going back rhousands of years, a long
time before recorded civilization. So your whole idea
of “supernatural pollurion” is a lirtle lame.
| Stop wasting bandwidth on the sci-fi movie of
the week and stick ro something usetul, like how 1o

tipped bullersor weapons thar don'e
break when we use ours power on
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blood so that we might hawve lite eternal, free from sin. These
vamipires style hemselves the lords of this world through their
conirol of politics, media and banks, Bubwhere Christ died for us
(b chasal deoth ho rpbaes. Where Chist gove His blood, they steal
purs. Where Christ offered eternal. pediect Lifo, thase beasis offera
prolongied, debased living-death. Where Christ came fo remiove
sin, vamnpires offer a verfabbe butlet of inkguity

Istronghy suspect their orgin lies with the Crucifogon. Perhaps
fhe first of thelrmumber was Ponfius Pilote, orone of the hypocrite
siribas wiho copdermned Curlord. Perhops fhere’s some subsionce
oy ihe rth of the unidying “wandesng Jew,”

Temomy that fhe Apnostics and unbeliewars among you are now
sEnirking vp your slesves and mutiernng your " post-modem”
plotitudes about how anything can be made fo pebale bo arything
else. Ofbers will accuse me of conflating foctwith myth. Before you
judgeme harshly, openyoureyves, Wi all know thad *facis* aboul
wamipices can save your life. By leaming the *meaning® of these
facts, yoummday find maore focts o oad youw in the bt

Fepct: Warmpires are destroyed oy fhe sun.

Maning: The sunrepresents Cheist. When Chiistwas crucified,
fhe suriwent dark. Even " science” fells us thad the sun gives Belo the
Earthand all that walkon . That's why sunlghi hurswampires; ey
are deathmade flesh, just os Cheist is ife miode flesh,

Facl: Vampires are killed by o stake through the heart.

Meaning Thewood of the stake represents the-wood of th cross.
Thefleshofthe warnpire cocresponds o Barh, kothis plvysical woed, The
stolen blood thatanimates the bodycomes frormwe humans and sionds
forus = inopped inawordof sinond desfivuntil releasid by the coss.

ot Wompires exhibitonimalistic fegtupes — theeyes ol oo, bur
Fveevenkilod one that karaliy hod ocloven hoofnploce of s efiioot!

Mueaning: This is fhe outward sign of fhe Great Beast. Sotan
has always been associobed with anicoals, going all fheway bock
to the serpent inthe gorden. Humaon beings, being made inthe
imape of God, hove free will and can choose bebween evil and
pood. Satar and e olbes fallen have no such choice. Like onimals,
thiey do nat hawve moral agency. Evil is theironky choace.

SHAPECHRNGERS

Theoriginofthese crahunes i less cdear. While there ane ceainly
many folkloee sodesabout people laking the farms of andmals marder
fowarkinischied, fhere sn'albotof Bibical precedent.

Vomplres were onoe human, bus 1'm nof sure shopeshifiers
everwere. Pechaps they're literally demons — fallen angels
condemned by hide armong humans when they can, and bowear the
debased forms of beasts when they can'l

That said, there are many factors in common befween
vampires and shapechangers, Vamplres hove been observed
chamging info animals and disploying animal feafuries. Both
monsters display vast sttength and speed, and both prey on
humanity. Maybe shapeshifiers are simply those vampires who
have become strong enough o resist the damage of the sun, but]
am inclined o fhink Fhey ane someathing difierent. For one fhargt, they
seem to thrive in wild ploces, unlike vampines (who were once
Turmam and whomaust sioy close fo their uman vicims)

Thisalfiriyioruniamed spocesmmiokes perfect sense if fhese bengs
are ndeed follen angels. What, offer oll, wasthe cime that expelicd
Saban from Heaven? Hwas ey of human stofus ond posifion. This
planedwos given ko usto nube oswe see fit (see Genesis 1:28-30). In
seducmg us oy from obedience in Eden, Sahan usurped our fighiful
pbaace s rubers of fhe Earfh Indhe course of fhis semure, he poisonedithat
which he stole, which Ewhy wild places are dangerous and violen!
today, Blled with ilincss and predofony onémals. Who serves o profed
these festerng Safanic dens? Soban’s bellowermious mrinfons

Makeromistoke: Sabanizlord cithiswodd, andhisbeost-shaped
seneschals defend the black heants of fhe wild ogainst amy human

— -

affernptbo reclaim what B ours. |'m sure fhisfst'sliberol uderswill
castigate me lorwhat I'mabout o say, butwhatifthe shapeshifiers are
behind fheso-called “Green” movemnenf” Aflerall, fhe docirne fratwe
should obey he planet {insiend of fhe otherwoy around) is notonlyanii-
Bible, it sstronghy linkad fo pogan religions like Wico. Pethapsitsalla
dodge —adever ploy i get us to shun fechnalogy. Whatewer your
poliics, youmushodomt il {ned ko fhe seond of Faith) guns o the grect
beveders i fhe Hall War, Bovould be quite ocoupindeed forour desnonic
ememies ho trick us inho giving up-a ool lorvicary.

SHAwBLERS

Rtz are thewalking deod, expelied from thecahinslead offying
peacefully, Theobvious biblical porallel islorons, s thess amceatty
asmuch avile coreature of thal inspinrahional story os vampires areq
parochyof Christ s deathand resumection. Cerainty fhese croshupis dan'!
have anything good mmind when they stumble forth frorm the grave.
persamlby with musdenous irent. Theyumiversally seem o besouls whio
clung ko somne unfinished business —a connection bo fhis word of
cormyption Hohwos so strang they couldn't fse upio Hegven when hey
dieed, Like all sinners, they reject o pefect offterlife for the towdry
blamdishrnenis offriswodd. Onby fhisEme, #'s*ileeat®, Instead of being
diead soubsin fving bodies (o condition fhat | assureyou Esodly comenon
— passinhyit s thenom), they reside inbodics gs.deod as fhesr spinis.

Rervibation predicts that the deod will dse (Reselation 20: 12-13),
ud oz i e o e it iy e Endd Tienes * o™ ? Johnof Potrmos
wisassuned o bewritmg figuratively, and it's possible thalwe
entered the time of prophecy oo self-absosrbed with our TWand
pomography boeven nofice. Perhaps so few peopde were worbvy of

it's possible. W's just possible that wi are God' s scowrge to
cleanise the wadd in prepanation for fhe new Jerusakam.

e maybe Hell is simgdy full

Rors

Whilerriarey of the waliing deod are simply mindless, soggering
drones, thereis somefhing of an “uppér class™ amang fhem —theso-
called *pots” o are relfher mindless nor chomsy. Thioe ane mdany
sirmvilarifies befween rofs and wampites —encugh Ihat Doctarl 1 #has
confusedthe o, Buf] think the diierences aresignificant. Rotsdonat
need ko physically fesd off the blood of humanity, and they are nat
vulnerable bo sundight. These are fwo majar poinis of separation
betwein thiem and fhe anf-Chiist templofe of o wampine.

Draclel 71 deseribed hervision of these beings as divided spirils
whi vernade o poctinorder o walk e lands ofthe lvng. Wshe'sright
(arvd 1 b 0 rexesan o o her), wihatwve may be booking ot bee 5
o clossic Fousfion barpain. Imagine o dying Snner. Without fhe proce
of Cheist s hove, b cannot Toce edemity with equanitity. Tohim, theee
i% r i Bevond ihis one, sohe nohsnlhyrwishestoedend s oslong

From: crystalll
To: firelight liss@hunrer-net.org
Subject: Soldierd] is righe!

Keep your sarcasm o yourself, Hunrerd, You juse
show your ignormance.

Yoo can say Soldser s crey, bur the factof the matter is
he's the only voice on this list whio's acuslby trytng wget us
to-work opecher instead of forming all these perey cliques.

To be honest with you, | really don't care why we've
&ﬂmuhmwm.lrdnm'tduwdtﬁ:tdm&m

I}nmp.ulﬂ'ﬂt—-umpeqﬂ::ﬂﬂ chosen —

preying on the deferseless. There isn't mom here for
politics or dissension. We have m come together.

2l vl e ol




s possible. On the polnt of death, when this soul ismostvulneroble
gnd desperofe fo remain ottoched o the body... *something®
gpproaches him. Somefhing fellshim hal he oo retum o he world,
can fe up those loose ends, con put o rest Ehofunfnished business
Wt sirmer would ressi? e price s leting o spinf of the pif have use
ol his resarimated body on oooosion. . wihatof if? People howe sold fheir
soulsfor bess, much less, thanthe chance o avenge fhemsalvesona
philandaring spouss oroomupt business parnes

SrRirs

Aot of people sesm o believe fhif the imvisible spirtswe seeane
fhe ghosts ofthe bving. |'mnotolally comvdneed. | was always faughi
s wihen o dhied, yowweni o Heoven, Hell or Purgofory —sticking
around thi modal realen was not anoption, Frst Samuel 28 doas,
hinwaves, describe the infomous Wiich of Endor colling up o spifof the
deod. lnfoct, the spirt she callsis ane of the Loed's propheds, and he
pEESUTRaD A0S IOl uneosy n his grove. 50, parhops #'s possiblafor
fhe spirtyofihe dead o be brought back irfo fhiswodd. Hhishoppens,
one might want fa look for awitch orwarlock neartey os the couse,
s=nce | sseno rotionads for ghasts returmimg under thiels own poiwer

(i the ofher hond, mamny of the spinits | ve sean bear only o
sketchy resemblonce to humanity. Their human form is anly
sufficient ip make their grofesque feafures oll the more fermfying.
I've seen spirits with fenfocles, fongs —even wings, Why would |
think such a thing was a dead splol? Wmalches more closaly the
imape of o demon or imip, Those spicits that claiom bo be the dead
may only be making a play for our sympalhies

SoRCERERS

Wiy dopeople need elobonsie theores o explain the poseecs of
fhese beings™ | can explain it all o you, and without recourse o hand
waving about “pEychic powers.” It s =mple. Sobon s the lord of this
wirdd. When hurmanity fedl from groce through disobedience, the
mafuinod word vwos comuphed and oo i e spell ol the Commupler

When | ses people with unnohural confrod of the wadld, | hawe
no-doubt in oy mind the wellspring of Hhat porwer, Whatyou call
“luck” is simgly the sublie wiles of Satan, atwork inawaoy he hos
e i llennia o parfec.

I'll readily odmit fhat oy experience with block magicions is
lizs= exdensive than fhaf of affeers on the s, but ket s exormine some
DFEVIUS Gooounds.

Even Bookworm55, whonumbers these beings os his friends,
odmits seeing his ally "Purple” use supernatunal power bo harass
ond steal. Troweler?2 offests o seeing them torture ond kil using rats
and fire. The ane | ook out was invalved InSatamic rites — | sow her
gt in the woods, leading o group of women in deviows ftuals,
complete with , e sacrifice and By nakedness. |
suspict (hat If] hodn't infervened, those women would have
evartually mode their pact, signed the Black Book orwhatever, and
wound upwith the marikof o devilish colbuder.

Asawond tothe wise, | spolied o second "merlin® in Atlanda. |
couldn'thell precisebrwhatwas woang with i, siciphy il e was
i — bt he clearlywas o priest. He sensed iy goze and knew that
Ihod found himout. He fied, 1 followed, but fhecongregation rose i
fhvest mcmeni o Infedere. | haven'tlbeen able fofind the hypocrite sinca.
I'll send iy relevant information fo onyone who wants i, but be
warmed — e ane whitenid sepulchers ihol conceal gross niquity
behind theirplessing sudoce

Ovhies
Eeoper?(] iz Hhe onby onewho's seen " cneof okind” enemics.
Just recenily, | came across something that didn't fall into the
colepories we've fried fo establish —that didn 't even comé close
IsinAdzonaandl callit The MameEoer.” s moved nfo asmall
o I awey, il seemsho e ® fhelown. Tofhe sight, the enfire fown
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hasa s offog overil. The people thee are ingde i, somehowpariaking
o if, Drenaybe s ingdde them. Inarmyewvend, they've linked

Cinibie suriocs, the fown zeems fine. The people aren ' resofing
fo conmibalism, they aren 't mindless drones, they aren’t deviants
wallowing inzin Thene'sonly one odd thing. They e forgethul

[Hoak me o week o cotchon. (| stoyed in o diffensnd, bigger hown
about 40 miles down the highway = wasn'l going fo letmy guard
downarund whoteveritwas. Y The people there wenaforgetful. butin
o strange, unanimous way. The examplel sowwaso fellownamed (|
think) Petar Sloane. When | first visied, | noticed that o few people
spesnid o berve trouble remriermibenng Peter Sloome”s norme. beouddn
hove evennoticed, except thal Skoane seemed so distraught and
dishubedwhen ihe locol butcher couldn 't recall him,

Ihe next day, even more people were having liouble
rememiering him— 1 asked specifically, When | visited him, ha
sepined pathetically grateful thot i was even looking af him. | fold
him e could come away with me, but he was terrified o the very
ideq. | remember, he sald that he woukd "fode oway even faster if
hewasn't there fo remind people.”

T thired vy, Sloomewas nmning around in e steeits naked
we:rnimhisncme People were reacting about asyou'd expect —

wery, irying o ged away Trom him, Finally, fhe police come and
"n:rl.iacll'rrrnﬂﬁ et fhe joil o halkio him, andthe deputies said fhey'd
never heard of him. | finally managed to gl 1o see himand he wos
Irvsterical. Hessemadvenyupsatthatthe cops hodn'feven bolhesed o
charge hin. They just chicked hirm injihe dnmkfonkio "sleepitoff.”

Thenextday, Peter Sioane was gane, Noone memembered himat
abl. Butthey wese having trouble remembering hudith Meaks' name.

There's noway o fell how many people the Mame Eater has
erased. A few inbown seem o have an inkling thof something’s
wiong — they can kell from inference where people have vanishid
Emptly houses. Abandoned businesses. Mo one remembers ihee
ever being o phumber, though Meeks was sure she hodn 't hadoooll
outof fown o get ber doilet fixed. Noone coubd rememberwho they
elecied shenff. Thewhole police depardtment was depulies

| dan’t know whiat s happening there or why. Whahever the
Maorne Bateris, creafure or black magic of sioply somme maligrand
phenomenon, N seems o use ifs vichme bo vickimize sach other, |
coruldn't find awoy to strike of i, isolbate if of Eee people from it

| lefiwhen | reafized thof people|'d been spealdng o o three
diays had no idea who | was, I'd fhink that o strangerwould skond oul
ina llithe phace Bke that, but they didn'# remembes maeal all

The Marme bafermioy be the most distucomy? fng e seemsinee |
wasimbued, Amyone whowenisiofryiohockle fhe fhing, conoctme, but
I ihink it's poing o need o lot of study befose it can be eradicated.
Boakwaom, you might be able o do somme good hese, unlessyou decide
it sawonderful thingwhen those people cease fo-exist

Subject: Crusader's Name Eater
From: memphists
Tos firelight list@hunter-net.org
Crusader, did you ever see the pest “Docror’s Repont”

or something like that! This doctor n Africa sw some-
ﬂ:mgd'my.m.’ﬁknﬁﬂf"kenhm}mﬂﬂmhc — g
influence covering a whole town. In his case, it was just
making things casy for creatures. .. kind of like how some
ees are immune 1o disease and serve as hosts, making
other trees sick? 1T oy to dig it up or find & reference for
you. Maybe whar you saw i3 a more mature version that
doesn't need rose “lesser” creatures o do s dirty worke
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And if i will make no peace with thee, bur wll make war
against thee, then thow shal: besiege i

— Deuteronomy 20:11

(eNzRAL PRINCIPLES

There are o5 many dilferent ways of going abow the hunt as
fhere are members on fhe list, You can kake down o flicker from
o variehy of ongles, but you can gel killed for frying just 05 easy
The bottom line is. no matter how you opproach the hunt there's
a right woy and o wrong way. The right way gets the job dane.
leoves you alive and makes one of them deed, The wrong way
miakes a mess, gets the wmong people hur, reveols our exislence
all karge ond leaves YU 0 coMmse

Mo, fat be i for me bo fell you haw o 9o your joby; 1 have
engugh to worry about without being concemed for your skin
However, 've heard a kot of ol alr ond a lot of brogging on fhe list
lotely. Exchanging war stores in order lo share information of
boos! monabe is all well and good, but in the long run honesty and
humnility are better for vs all. You may think you sound ke a big
man when you exopgerole your vicores fo us — claiming you
bested o changer in strength or killed 10 varmpires in o night — bt
step out of your ego’s shodow and think about what those hall 1ales
do. They spread false information. They give ofher unbers unanes-
ited confidence. They con lead olhers 1o bad decsions and foolish
condroniations, and these & Bifle room for eceos in s endeovar. In
fhe Hell War, your first mistalks: i all foo often your last

If it makes you feel good to win the admiration of newcomeess
with puffed-up stories of valer, consider this: They can'l admire
o any more when fhey re deod or broken by the enemy. 1f that
isn't enough fo nspire some huenility, think on this: To fhose of
us who kmow the real score, your attempt b look (ke o hero
makes you  jackass.

| can't stress enough fhe noed b opproach ihe bund fealist-
cally, Qurprey are so well served by such vain self-oggrandizement

that i makes me wonder who's really enfering these posts. We
Know the main L1 hos been compromised in the past, Iif you've
read somelhing that sounds boo good 1o be frue, you mey wanl b
regard it os o chever piece of enemy propaganda

Several people on the firelight list and the main one hawve
osked me fo share my foclics and gve the benefils of Ty
exparicnce. |'ve been refuctan o do so for several reasons. ifthe
list is compramised, endanger myself by revealing my methods
Secondly, on @ more personal nofe, | don’t want b look vain o
arrogant. That's why | inifially refused. Bul now, the freight of
foolishmess on *our* Lt has led me fo reconsider. | just have fo
hope that the advice | give helps the propie who need A, Instend
of waming fhe beasts

RwaRENESS

The first step in killing monsters s identifying your farges.
This means a lot more than simply flicking on the sight ond
spatting something that doesn't bebong. Like mass of you, I've fell
the urge ko simply attack — o rd this blessed world of o cancer
0s quickly as possibie. Many of us have even survived such
impulsive octs, affen whili the Herolds were present. You can get
away with it once, maybe teice if you're lucky and tough. But
aftacking blindly 5 @ suicidal habif. Wrarh 15 one of the seven
deadly 5ins for o good reason. When pgoing bo strike the Devil, do
i pick up fhe Devil's lools,

When you spat one of the hidden fiends, don’t let on. About
e anly thing worse fhan letting a beas! spat you when you ITHEkE
a blalont atlock is leding o beost spof you when you *don't*
mioke an otack, W you gei “maode” by one of the monslers, get
owiay as s asyou can. Gt backup if you know someons m yout
city. If you can, ge! someone else lo exfinguish the manster,
bocouse 1l #will* be ready I0r you.
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Being spofied doesn't have to be a tolal disaster, If you've
screwed up, you can shll lum your perceived weakmess inko
strenglh by ocling s bait. A mongier may underestimate you i
you let yourself be seen, and may be overconfident as if foes fo
hunt you down. If you have backup, you con lead 1l Inko an
ambassh, But this tactic is very risky and should be tried onlyif you
hervie implicit trust i your fellows.

All in all, it"s better nol fo get spotfed in the first ploce. Then
you have fime bo stalk your prey. When following it, male sureyou
don't use the same vehicle (f possible). F you're stalking on foot,
dress differenly, wear a wig or dye your hair (the wash-out dyes
are particularty useful), change your appearance with malkeup —
do whalewer you can to presend a diffierent foce ta the beast

il you don't hove recourse 1o these fools or opporfunities
ihere are ofher Ifcks. The simplest and mos! eBedive is feommark
The mare people you have irading off a fail, the less chance hat
arry individual in the heam will be spotled. Communication on a
trall = useful, but it con also be o double-edged swiord. Some
creafures are jus a8 fech-sovwy as you and | Secure your
communications. Use code words and phroses. I possible, use
phrases that hawe o double meaning. Far irstance, inane hunt, my
partner and | frocked o rof theough o shopping disircl, Wi easity
communicalca information with fhe nuse thal we were shopping
for our sister. Qur poey was “the gifi.” "I'm looking for something
in Nieman Marcus now._.. Wait, | think | see something befler
across the way by the sunglosses store.” Fven if we were mani=
boied, we would sestiio be nolhing more than overspe consumees.

Enow Ehine enermy. Leaming everything you con aboul ihat
parficular bargel is the first phose of 0 successiul bunt. What doss
it look like? What kind of car does it drive? What are ils habits?
What does it habifually do?

> i

Many of us have powers that ane wery useful for fhis elermenl
of the hurt. Take fhe smaloy trof, for example. B you con place this
upan the creafure, you can troce its movements an hour afier #
passes by, drastically reducing your chances of being spotted
Desper sight also seems exiremely useful, hough | would coution
against relying on if fo0 much. Even with the mformation i ks
supposed 1o provide. thire is wide vanation between monsser types.

The: lomget you can afford to ohserve before siriking. the less
chance fhat you miss something crucial, and the greater fhe
chance you spol @ chink in your enemmy’s armior, Dot e debail
Anyihing cowld turm out fo be significant bater. | think the smares!
thing Docharll¥ does is keep o notebook on cach of his “subjects *

SurrRIsE

The ultimale purpose of the informiation you gather is fo give
you the element of surprize. You don't wani fo confront o glven
creature mare than once. You want fo set up o single, decisive
encounter inowhich you masimize your advaniopes and mini
mize fpge of your paey. The single biggest fochor contributing fo
thiz is surpeise. A prepared monster 5 easily bwice as dangarous
wzually much mae

Ty pasd it quiite simiply, the ke o sunpeise |5 offociking when your
oppanent does nof expect i, Appeoach from a direction that lets you
rd b seen. Do the deed when there's no one around fo hear,

Une good tactic is the "cry wolf™ approach. For example,
let's assume your prey i profected by o sophisticoted burglar
alarmn. Rather than try o clreumvend i, find some subte Wy o
trip it. Set the alarm off, then go cway. Alemed by the security
Fyshem, guards will show up or the piey will prepare for battle
— b find nofhing. A thosough search ensues, o no evail The
fuckus is disrmissed o g false alarm.




Wail a few hours, Trip it apoin. Repeat this process undil the
alann is no longer alorming. 1 topped @ ml's mefion-dakecking
permeter alarm six imes one day, and he eventually fumed off
the whaole system, That nighi, 1 walked in unannounced, sef his
house on fire and ran him down with o truck when be fled
fhinoasgh the back doar.

Y¥ou can also take g lessan from "Peycho” and attock when
your farged is preoccupled and distrocted. Natueadly, the fine an
ol creating o distrochon can be of iremendous benefit here, bl
baware creating on *olarming® distroction. Thal only makes the
creature abert. A bosing or mundane distrocfion is for preferable
For examiple, a colleogue and | discovered thal a blosdsucker in
Lovisiana was o the hobil of visiting the car wash every Friday
night before going hunting. A simple fuse = posing os EPA
functicnaries there o inspect ihe coustic chemicols used —got us
oooess. We hid behind the occess dood unill we sow fhe
vermpire's BAMW enfer. Once it was covered with soop, it wos o
simple mather to 2ot arcund o the sides and wedite the doors
gshil. The vampire was unowane unlil we pul g sealed gloss
bottle of powdered sodium on the hood. As the vampare fumbled
with i seal Bell, | $hol out the windshield. Then my parner fired
inf the jug. blosting sodium info the cor's inferar. By that poind,
the car wash was on the rinse cycle. For those who don'f know,
sodivm reocts violently with wiaber

This: little norotive ilustrales the mpofence of planming
W hod to be prepared fo deal with fhe clerk ot the gas station
Wi had 80 have a weapon that would be dangerous in. the
woterloped seffing of fhe cor wash. And we hod o make sune
the cartridges in our pistals were sealed so that they would fire
even whan wel. B wotked. The vampire never bod a chance
becouse she never expected modals b alack her of night, and
becouse she niver expected 1o bum to death in a cor wash

IsotaTioN

izplafion con be os valuoble os surprise — i S00NE CASES,
mare 50, Smart ond powerful creatures surrcund hemselves
with servants, and even e less powerful fend io band fogether
for profection. Be like the walf in the beld: Isolofe fhe weakest
member of the herd and kil W off firsd, Confinue picking off
strapglers until the strongest is forced fo foce you aiond

A maslerming creahure is offen like the cender of an anian
Lavers of lesser lickspittles must be climinaled before you gam
occess. When peeling this ondom, do it either quickly of very
gshowly. Hyou con bake oul all of o vampine's blood sloves i one
moming. you'll be well prepared to fry their master in the Light
of aftemoon. But fhis is not usually feasible, due o sheer
numbers of b preparedness. In that cose, you want fo pick one
aoff hese of there, fhen leove the creature alond for a few weeks
of even months Lef if think the firsd deofh wos on iscloted
mcidend. Then toke onother or two, and fode back. Work on
anafher beast for o while, Ferog your prey 1o take more sleps to
defend isell H you're hucky, the crectune becoomes S0 preocy
pied with immediode prokection that i squanders #s strength
recruiting novices 1o profect #. Once you've sifipped i of expen-
enced bodvguords, you con make o clean sweep of the
THEWCOMESS

EXIT STRATEGY

Someane onoe said that fadling fo ploniis like ptanning ho lal
I'd bk to odd that foiling fo plon for failure compounds faihure,
In plain speaking, be ready fo get out if things go wriong.

| dom'f recammend going sobe unless you really know whal
you're dolng, 501" m assuming there’s a group. Have af least ane
spare vehicle fo escape in, and make sure everyone hos o kzy of
kniows where a key is hidden. Maoke sure thare's gas. Maoke sure
fhere's a backup gun and make sure iP5 hidden *well*. Plan a
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rendervous poind. Rehearse how you're going fo gt there. Make
sure you v gol trash bogs, the big strong kind, both in the cor and
on your person, That way an injured person won't spreod
farensic evidence all over fhe car. Be reody for imjuries —
bondoges, towels, o kumniquel, sedotives ond painkillers, Be
ready bof pursull, boo — womipices in parficular con be dissuoded
with fire. Be “very* careful with molotovs, though, They are
unstable and can get you in seqous irouble with e low,

Finally, hove a story. Prapare it beforehand, proctice i and
be ready to alibi cach ofher. Shck fo it no matier wihat if the police
shart asking questions, Your sory should exploin any injutes
that oocur, Buans, bruises and cuts are much sasier o justify than
gunshots, of couse — especially if you don't own Ihe gum In
question, The slory I've used most afien is the "hunting trip gone
wrong,” i con explain o wide wanety of infuries.

"Iold Ted nof fo pout pasoline on fhe compline o get it gaing'

*Ron wos chopping vp some wood for fhe fire when the axe
head flew off and wend fight Into Don's amd”

"We were crossing o barbwire fence when Jim's gun gol
tangled. #went off and hit Joe. The gun? Wi wene in such o hurry
fo get Joe 1o The hospital that we just cul Jim's shoulder strop off
ard left it — we couldnt unhangle it.”

The story itself matters less than the unity of the tellers
Don't rehearse parficular phroses, bul agree on fhe gemneral
outlines, Cops generally don't wanl fo irvesfigate any mae than
fhay hove ko

If, however, you el shol with o bullet that makches fhass
found ol g crime scene, petoud of bown fas!. You should hove fake
identioations ko show people, if thal's possibie

Tz Law

in thie eyes of the low, we ame cominals. The “coimes” ['ve
commitied are probably sufficiend fo keep me mprisoned for the
pest of mrwy motural life, even withoul congidenng fhe elimination
of blood slaves. Off the fop of mmy head, fhere's arson, breaking
and endering, several degrees of assaull, flight ocross siote lines,
discharging firearms within city limits — not to mention viclafing
stafe shalker lows

From: gardenerty]
To: firclight. list@hunrer-net.org
Subject: Huh!

Hey gang, bet you weren 't expecring m hear fromme
awsainy, eh ! T can't explain it myself. | thoughi | was moeally
fucked when Lsaw tharthe fudge wasa blood slove. T mean,
1 figuered they'd rake me over the crals! But any tme there
was any evidence of the weird shir thar happened — like
the bloodsucker throwing cars arund o burstng into
flames when | dragsed him inte the sun—the judge theew
ot the evidence, He wound up lecruring the prosecuring
artomey for being sosloppy, then made a hig speechabout
how e thoughe Fwas probably guiley buthad robe relessed
in the nterests of smict procedural justice!

So, I'm outon the streer. My name ismud, bur I'm
free. I'm still kind of scared, though. While I was mmy
cell, the judge came 1o see me all alone. He looked
really pissed off and said, “We're letting you go this
rime because you didn't kill anyone importan,

because we can't legally nail you without revealing
too much. Bur we'll get vou. Don't ever doubt that."
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I'm not saying this 1o biag about my “sirest flavar,” Fm
saving it fo help you realize whot you'ré going fo hove ko do. Foce
reality: Clbedienoe of the low of God makes it necessary o break
iz lonws of man. Speaking for myyself, | know which one always
gets enforced in the end

When one comimils cfitnes, one musi be prepared ko deal
with the law. Thir casiest way is to avoid the mess enirely by
having no provabée connection. If you can get indo fown, do the
1ob without being seen, ond get out withou! leaving forensic
evidence, you hove little 1o fear from the police. Thoi's a fall
order, of course — especially for people who refuse fo give up
iheir mundane securty bo act as God's soldiers. These “weskend
watriors™ are for more of fsk from Sofan’s infilirated "justice”
systern than fose of us who have fully accepled the call. But
even those who have chosen o parficular area oz fheir “turf”™ can
lake measunes o profect themsalves,

First off, ovoid being seen. Unless your prey is nocfumal,
hunit af might when vou'ne less likely o be spofied, identificed or
{warst of all) coptured on filn. Disguise yourself — even things
a3 simple 0F sunglosses and o wig are quite uselul Perhaps
you've read of the “tatooed terror” i Aorida —o murderous thug
wilh & large yin-yang taftoo in the middle of his fonehead? He's
one of us, though | don't think he's on the list. His disguise is
simple, but remarkably effective. When people see o big symbal
in the middie of your face, that's all they remember = especially
now that the foftoo itself bas come ke inspire fear. Mo witness has
been able to coherentty deseribe his foce, his height or his epe
color. The only fhing fhat stays in thair minds is his emblerm
Moturally, Ihe “talios” is completely removable

Ihe mather of eyewimesses is nat necessarily a problem. as
thi: beasts’ own “defensive coloration” can work against them
Drones who see o ghast or o demon’s true foomn ane likely fo
become 50 hysterical thot fhey can'l ghne any coberent festimany
of all. Faced with such "Roshameon” cirrumstances, fhe police are
offen forced fo gve welght te *any* story that's consistent

And yel, fhe best disguise in the world won't hedp you i you
legwe ferensic evidence. Fingerprints are the mos! obvious prob-
lem, and gloves the most obvious answer. 1 like thin leafhor
e, Some prefer rubber, which ane disposable ond orguably
provide beffer protection ogainst infection, but | dislike the
fockiness and registance. Some people go so for as focoat helr
palms and fingertips with rubber cement, This sounds good, but
I'd be worried about a "second skin™ of that type coming off af the
worsl possible fime. leoving behind a perfect Imgeession of the
paind. Dociorll?, of course, has discussed surpical methods of
remaving fingerprints. That's well and good, but i you “do* pet
cought, o lock of prints is only going fo make the police more
ciflain ey hove o likely suspec]

Fngerprints are med ihe only forensic pitfall, nor even fhe
worst, If you léowe a Sngerpont, thoi's only frouble i vou'se
already in the fngerprind regisiry — if you've ever been in jail, the
milbary of govemment service. Blood is worse. Fingespeints wipe
of, buf blood fends fo seep, and i you go o a hospial for an
injury, IF°s e terribly bard for them fo maich up the s and
compare DMA. Hoir and skin can be frouble, though it's much
easler o think up excusas. Remember fhal hair and siin only
ploce you ot the scene of *some® fime. Blood indicates thal vou
wire injured there, especiaily biood in quankity,

Thal's without going inte lootprints and fire trocks and
clothing fibers. Rotabe your lires often, rent cars under assumed
names, buy kots of new shoes, of resole them #Fyou wore them
on o muddy day... There are countless things o conglder, bl
mainly if boils down fo being oware of your presence and your
fraces. Sick ko well-trod orens where your fookprinis can vanish
peneath couniless ofhers: Dove on main roads. Waich whaol
WOU WEar.

i worse comes fo worst, it con be pessible to escope
theough legal chicanery. I'm oware of one fellow in Glospow
who waos opprehended afier hacking the heod off o shamblar
m brood doylight. A1 his atraignment for murder, he insisted on
an outopsy of the "olleged viclim." To the surpase and conster-
nation of the courd, the doclor unequivocally declored that fhe
deceased hod been deod for months before s supposed
murder — that |1 had, in facl, been embalmed. The defense
cobbied fogether some sfory obout a gruesame prank and the
defendant’s “hysterical ower-reaction,” The courd hod Lftle
chalce but fo buy i#

After all, the allemative would smply be foo bizame o
contemnplate.

Lowc—reew Pians

W'z hard fo have faith. When vou walk by o grode schoal and
sog that our children ore being educaled by inhuman things,
pursuing some unguessable agenda... when you see ghosts ina
chwrch, irying lo distract the Living from offering proise fo the
Lord... when you realize that they own your povermnment, that
fhey conteed what you know, that they influence what vou
*think*.... and when you realize that most people would G o
keep things just the way they ane.. #'s haord

somtimes | feel ke all 'm doing ks spiffing on Pwigs in the
middle of o forest fire. We can do our individuwal ocfions, we can
SaviE our own souls, we can resist.., buf | wanl mose. | want g
cleansing rain from Heaven fo scyihe owoy oll the filih and
cormeption, fo drown the hungry ames, once and for all. Bvena
warkd left in ashes — o world of filth —would be something bo
build off. We con build nothing now, not when *their* angry fire
is furmdng mone of our wodd 1o ash with each possing day

We con win baffes. But are we winning the war?

Somieof you hove proposed o greaf meeting ond hove gotten
ftne expected rebukes. "Gather in one ploce and present a unified
forper? Are you mad¥ This lish is not the way to do i, bul perhaps
the symbols are. if we could meet as one giont inexorabie force,
wi could act in the open. We could *prove® our claims wene
true, overwhelming fhe deaders and shapechanpers by sheer
force of numbers. Together, we could make o nolse koo loud for
them io silence — a poise 5o loud thot # would fmally woks up
fhe rest of hurmamnity,

Ifwe could bring it inte fhe open... fealize Jased Shoemaker's
dream, . theng would b no sopping us. The fangs could not hide,
niot the spidts fiee. Instead of striking lrom cover, we could boldby
collect them, plucking them from their ploces of power, isolating
thiem from their victims, cleansing fhe world of their menace.

Who's fo say it can't happen™ W just need a place fo start

| say Jerusalemn, M we réclalm e Holy City, we con sfor 1o
figh! God's War outward from the haorf ol the warld

Who's with me?

Tos firelight list@hunter-net.org
From: willow 2
Subject: Re: Long-term Plans
Crusaderl T wrote:
>Insread of striking from cover, we could baldly
eollect them, plucking them from their
>places of power, isolating them from their
ims, cleansing the world of their menace.
Kind of a “final solution,” huh? [ was wrong. Ths
guyisn't Travis Bickle. He's Herman fucking Goering!




Persomnt Ivrecrimy

I've talked of length about the physicol and tochical aspects of
pursuing the unt. Mow 1'd ke fo gpare g moment for something we
probonty don't discuss o8 much o= we should. It's nol anything
fangible, bt ihink i's probably fhe most | aspectof the fumit.

ey dalking about personal infegriry

God chose gach of vws, for whotever reason, for this mission
We were hondpicked to fight this war, This knowledge should
give us the strength ho fight it with honor. it should sec us through
the dark thmes. It can i we onby accepd if

Some of you sy I'm like a broken record, squawicng out fhe
same rusty ymn over and over. My reply is that if vou fistened
fome, I'd stop repeoting mysalf. We have all been offered a great
gt — proof of God's existence and mercy! Yet anly o fraction of
ug have embraced all the ramifications of what we've seen.

You may be able fo call fame without o motch or hedl
demans wifh o word of heal with a fouch, but if you don't have
faith. you've onty been distracted by fiteworks and spacial effects
Liritil wou believe, you con mever put on the whole amar of God
and truly fight His war on fwo tronts — nof ondy apainst fhe physical
demons. but against the sin in our own hearts: Unkil we are pure,
how can we purify the warld? We can't. How con o cofrupt being
heal its own catruption’? Again, we con’l. Bul we dan't have to. We
have five porwer of CGod within us. If we occept |, wie canmol fail.
Bul knovw that as surely as the sun rses ond sefs, if we do pot
acoept I, we can mever sicceed,

LIvING oM YHE EDGE

IT anybody's besen watching CNM the lost couple of hours, the
“rightt-wing eoctremist” that the palice shot in Duluth was one of us

I _told_ that dumb son of o bétch fo quit his job, but he
wouldn'f listen. Thought it was the perfect cover, driving o truck
all over the country. He could run down leads pasted an the net,

put wood on a fang or fwo, ond get out of Dedge. Well, someone
finally tied that big red Peterbilt to enough crime scenes ta get
the cops’ aftention I bet the fongs didn't even have to lift o
finger. They just sat back and let noture take its course

You people need to get it through your heads that this isn't
a fucking TV show. We can't keep on with our daily lives and g0
hunting monsters in our spare time. If you aren't absolutely
committed to bringing these bastards down, then you're cs goed
s dend. You and everyone you've ever cared abayt

Remember that the monsters have had thousands of
years to set the world up o their liking. We're literally living
in enemy territary, every minute of every day, We've gotalot
more in commen with the Viet Cong or the TRA than your
typical Great White Hunter, and you have to odjust your
methods accordingly if you want to stay alive.

o, this Takes me back fo the '80s, All these YORING
brothers thinking they could fight the Man but still go home to
their beds every night. It doesn't work that way.,

Lizten up. Tm geing to tell you the some I teld them, all
those years ogo. The principles are the same ones that
revolutionaries have used since ancient times. Follow them
without hesitation, and you might live to see the final victery

Ger o Grr

You live in a world ruled by monsters. They own the
politicians, the badges and the banks. Everything you hear or
see on the TV is what they want you te know. They are feeding
the corruption in DC and the gangs in the inner cities. They
haunt us, hunt us and herd us, and they've done it as long as
recorded histary,
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Do vou understand?

Pecple dor't have time o think during the wake-up, It's only
later, when the adrenaling is gone and they're washing of f
somicne else’s blood that things start fo sink in foughta
manster. They beat the thing to pieces with a pipel That kind of
thing isn't suppesed to happen, It _can't_ be possible, yet they
have the cuts and bruises fo prove it And thot's wihen they start
1o lose their minds.

The monsters have been playing with our minds for hun-
dreds of years, first using religion, then science. They made us
believe ina world where could not pessibly exist, until the
iden wos os natural as breathing, But we learn the truth

The thing is, it's not the _fact_ that monsters exist butthe
implicotiors_ of that existence that tumn pe:ﬁ: irgide ot
Whena fundomental truth like that gets busted, the mind storts
wondering about what other truths might alse be wrong. A part
of your mind starts doubting everything, even the smallest
details. One guy I know in Long Island aid 1t got so bad he spent
four hours in his kitchen obsessing dbout whether or not the fight
_really_ goes out when you shut the refrigerator door

The problem is a little easier for us warriors to handle,
We've always known the world was messed up in some fundamen-
tal way. In foct, for some of us, the existence of monsters is g
relief becouse it gives = something tangible to strike at. That
doesn't mean our minds aren't struggling to cope with reality, it
Just means that the conflict gets pushed deeper into our
subconscious,

The denger is that our minds con have hlird:gu_ A copwha
becomes o crusnder might never think abeut the police being
comtralled by the mansters. A part of his brain has latched arto
that assumption as a shred of stability in an increasingly fucked-
upwork], Next thing he knows, his partner turns upas abruise and
he gets shot in the back during a domestic dispute

Mast of usore anthe of sanity. Tl be the first to odmit
that there ore times I wish ['d never leorned the things I know
Everybody hos fo come to grips with the fruth in their own way
Some peaple see it all in terms of religion, and that's fine as long
a8 they don't go forcing their beliefs on everybody else. Some
people blame it onaliens. Whatever. If it gives them the strength
ta hit the streets every night and go kooking for the monsters,
Then more power to 'em. Like T said, it's easier for us warriors
becouse mast of us have beenworkingonpet-theories all sur lives,

I'f you think you're a littie bit crozy, then you're right. Don't
fry to pretend the world hasr't furned upside-down or
youre going to get blindsided. Moke up whatever wild-ass
rationale you need to get through the night and don't look back
Don't fake amything for granted. You're not in Konsos armymore.

Bukn Your Bridges

Ut There remember StolkerdZ? The manwas shone
cold,a whe could make 0 bob out of anything. Know how the
fangs cought him® He baught fwe propane tonks o Wal-Mart using
his credit card. We don't know who did it, but someone
MWWHEWWTUMHMWM
stere, The bnew where he ived inside 48 hours. They
were waiting for him when he gat home from work: the nesc night,
They made him skin his wife and kids, then left him for the cops.
He cut hig own throat before the potrol cars arvived.

The enemy didn't toke the world oway from us by bei
stupid The monsters, especially the fangs, are clever as hell,
and they've got more resources than we could ever dream of.
Even if they don't have their fingers in the locol or federal
police, they damn sure have the money to hire private investi-
gatorsor top-notch information services. I've heard of hurrters
who use their own vehicles during raids, or wha let their foces




be caught onsurveillonce comeras. One idiot evenware coveralls
with hig name and the logo of his garage on them| Sometimes we
hunt and kill solitary morsters, but mostof the time we deal with
enemies that have koyal followers and allies, Even if were
successtul ond we destrov our target, there is alwoys the
chance that _semething s going to come looking for whoewer
pulled the trigger, if only for the soke of self -preservation

Dor't use arything on a hurt vou con't get rid of immediately.

cesh for weapons at shops or get them on the sireet if
Emﬂtmﬂ:mnﬂdgﬂﬁﬁhmm
chenp that you can ditch. Don't leave any shell cosings ot the scene
of ahit. If it con't be ovoided, drop the gun in the: river a8 soon as
passible. I you're going to do the deed with some kind of bomb, u=e
the simplest, mast Corman equl arvailabile. Da _pat_ let the
enemy see your face during o hit, and do not expose the operdtion
To witnesses unless you ore prepared To kill Them as wedl

If the monsters can find you, they will.

The smartest thing you con do is drop out of sight. Quit your
job and clean aut your accourts. A job s someplace where co-
wOrkers oon recognize your face on the evening news, or where
a monster can get your home address, social security nimber,
even your bank accourt rumbers. And if the enemy hos serigus
connechions (or youve made a big enough reputation with the
cops), they con freeze your assets or steal them themsehes,
Either keepyour money invour pocket or put it inanother account,
preferably under another name. I vou've got a decent amount of

con lve off that for a while and ]
nmrﬁyamhgumhmfmmmw e
Once the money runs out, vou have two options. Toke odd
Jjebis here ond there, like inwarehouses or on coratruction crews
where bosges don't azk Yoo many questions for day lobor, Oryou
con live off the land. By that I mean take money from the
mordters themselves. Stubs sometimes hove watches or other
on their bodies, and Tve seen fongs that lived like kings
infortified penthouses. I put wood onavampere out inRochester
and sold his BMW on the street for five grand, Thar kind of thing
doesr't happen every right, but vou only need one or two hits like
that o keep hurting for months,

The hardest thing we have to do is say goodbye to our
loved ones, Mever f what to Sralker32. We
don't have friends nmh mmﬁm vulnerabifi-
fies_. Amone vou've ever cored about can be used against
v There were rumors last month about a hunter who was
putting false info on hurter-net becouse his sigter hod been
taken by vampires. The next time you smoke a stub or drog
avampire info the sunlight, imagine having to do it fo your own
husbond or son. We've got enough nightmares without having
to deal with something like that,

I don't call this o revolution for Thiz is o war, with
all the horrar that goes with it. Secrifices must be made if we're
going to win. We con only lead a normal life again when the lost of
the creafures i gone

Tz Sitewy Wae

Everyone by now knows about Jared Shoemaker. A lot of
people on the Est will teil you he was a foal, but the foct is, every
ane of us has the some thing he did If we could
the monsters to the rest of humanity, we could just sit backand
let the arvny fake core of the rest. The beasts wouldr't stand o
chance. Of course, os Shoemaker learned, it's not that simple.

Hell, even with eve that's tous, it's hard
tooccept awarld full of monsters. Other people car't see them,
no matter kow hard they fry. Even if we could convince them,
how would they fight'? Wha would they shoot at? How the hell
wolld we keep them from getting mind-controlled or wetting
their parts in sheer ferror?

Thr.fn:fuffh:mﬂu'nfs_:.turmnf 'rhthurﬂrjﬁis
nat equi Ta defend itsel re, in mind thot it
‘ruukiu PPEE‘W- of passion mdmfa wﬂ:urgpmm,rﬁmbluch
in our heads and et us touch olr True notures. There's no Wy
to do that on a lorge enough scale fo make a difference. And
witheut his own wake-up, the average pyion is just putty in the
monsters’ hands.,
Thn:uﬂymamf%mtnmhmmmmﬁm
that of understanding. Ampone who
Mwurliwhh: Pu.rndm' h.u'rreﬂnfftaplrmﬂhrrern
corvenient “pccident” while trying to escape. For the same
reagon, we have 1o do everything we con to keep sur hunts eut
of the public eye. What would they see, after all? A bunch of
le Trying To kill & nermal-lockeng man or woman, They might
ﬁﬂmmﬂ?s_wmhmh"mm.'wdﬁmmhﬂﬂh
able to provide palice with descriptions of the attockers. T know
a bullseye in Chicogo who wos stalking a lobo that for some
reason spent time at the local park. Had a nice long shet set up,
a sight —ond then some shoe salesmon at hnch sow o
reflectionoff the scope. Moturally, he lets outayellond the lobo
just _disappears. . The bullseve never got anather chance,
ﬂwmwmﬂmmnmzhﬂhnfwmmfm
amonster to fight backin public and betray himself, but that kind
of thing almost never works in our faver. Even if o monster fries
samething ond there are witnesses, the mental
block that hides monsters prevents gowkers from remembering
amything very clearty. _ You_ on the other hand, will be remem-
bered very well, Avoid the temgtation. Hit monsters inor around
their lars or lay a careful ambush in o fairly iscloted place, Tt
reduces complications and gives you more freedom fo oct.

R Lirz oF Crime

T would be willing %o Bet that 90% o more of the worlds
criminal is owned ond operated by monsters. Wimy?
With
ang to

hmmﬂ:nwuafwwpawnnmm
the right connections, it is ensy for something like o
surround itself with o private army.

Thing is, o careful hunter can use the underworld for a kot
of the same things. It's risky, but an effective way to finance
ond equip a hunt on very short notice, and with little chance of
amything that the cuthorities con troce.

The hard part is making corfact. If you diready have o name.
on the street, using it hasa price. Onone hand, you've aiready got
the reputation, so pauplauillmhvmﬂmﬂh'.ﬂhﬁ?m
hand, you are a knawn ity. If you've kind of serious
mmﬂﬂtﬁﬂhﬂ hmrs‘wm?ﬂﬂmmwﬁnﬂw
past. If you need o make a name, my suggestion is to hit The
streetewhere the action isond hookupwith someone who's either
dealing drugs or girls. Don't bather trying fo buy the product:
theyll think you're a cop. Offer to do them a favar, Ask them if
they could u=e some profection. They might decide to put you on
thie spat and give you some really cutlandish jeb, Take it, if you
thirikyou con pull it off. Mine times cut of ten, they re going to ek

Yo go af ter another crook, arival dealer or pimg. Mo
%dﬂilfpmrz . you might even make off with

mrmwﬂu'ddimismirg.udm'um}mnmlm
human parasite off the street.

Once you get the dealer's confidence, you're in. Get to know
the streets, Learn who does what and for how much. Chonces ore

| find plenty of whileyau'reat it —masthy f , Youll hove
ﬂidﬂﬂﬂdﬂﬂm wm'ef'dl',r,tm E l'j"t'h'g'irg SOME0nE
looks too risky, you con dways post the info on the net ond let
someone else toke the job while you maintain your cover.

The fact of the matter is, we become criminals and fugdives
from the momert we kill our first morster. Thene's no reasoen nat
to fake advantage of every cppartunity open to us. Im not soying




deal drugs or pimp whores, Burt our abilities, i used subtly, would
put s in demand os soldiers and enfercers, generally geing af rer
ather crocks, The monsters of The inner cities hove gottenrich by
gitting brotheragainst brother. There'sno reascniwe car't furn the
$ables and get ourselves rich. In foct, if we could set up our cwn
srganization, we could funnel gurs and money to imuedall over the
mmw.ﬁllmwﬂmaduulﬂfhmpmwudmmm
Mew York would be a perfect ploce fo start.

Y urninG BacK yHE Y IDE

Womday, Novwembar 82, Shalia? 4's apartmant. Rew Orisans. Louisiana.
221 B Fours local

Tanight we're going out on a different kind of hanl Thee's 3 crasader
aut ihere paiscming prostihdes. and we'r gaing bo stop him

From wwhal Shakal# fells ma o lof of the bloodsuciers run prosfhution
iesps hre tn tha city taking in nensusmys amd addicts and kasping tam as 8 kind
of stabile fo femd themaetves sma Fheirallos plus maring money on e e Lately.
i hocitars ane turning up dead We v found autthat oo of us from out af town
8 giving them hesge doses of thomazine, apparenth in hopes of passing the crug
bbb mansters Bhen hitting Ha fangs while ey redown Jor e count {donthnow
e plan warks ar not | do know Fhat # kils e poor kids who get the drug

Thie test that the aliess Fave given us i sublle The monshers exist
firough the peychic pallutios we spew Int Hhe warld They bread fram
murdes, Bt and misery. Wa've boen ghvem the powar o shop them. bul fo do
Fhat we've gotio commit many of the same acls that caused tre monsters to
axiskin {Fot frst plave. The mast important lesson we hiave boleam b5 not whal
to do with our powess but how and when o uss them. We Fave o be
renponsible for everything wedo

Thw grostest strengthi = and wenkness - of our kind is that we ane 80
focusad Whan we lock onbo n mansher. we don’ quit el e dead That kind of
\gir-ah-all-posts atude somotimes kads fo cosmifting whed soma seldiers
call acts ofsxpediency Basically. i means we putour marals on & shalffor He
sakeaf geffing the job done We cantaliow that to Fappen. We have o stand for
ahighercods afcomduct By fhat| don mean wewears big San aur chest Triere
s frs st rizlies of warkre it loser s from losing sight of wihe we'ms fgfding
in e first place. Otherwise. we risk becoming axacty liks tham

These are bhe rbes | believe we must jallow st all cosis

Wa will nt endanger innocant bwee. Dur whole purpose i ho probect
Fumaniy from mansters and thair nfluence Az fhstands rght now, maniind and
#he monsters ame locksd in o spiral of violence and carnpiion Eour actinnsallow
elvilians o be tilled or tnjured. we coninbeteio s spiral we dont shop #

To: firelight list@hunter-ner.org
From: cop90
Subject: First-Degree Murder
Memphistd wrote:
savailable. Do _not_let the enemy sce your face
during a hit, and do not expose the
>operation to witnesses unless you are prepared
to kill them as well.

Jusst so everyone is clear on chis, what Memphis
is advocating is the cold-blooded munder of defense-
ess peaple — people who just happened to be in the

vou everpull any shit like that inmy city, I'll durow you
in jail myself. The same gues for the rest of you. [f you
cross the line, vou'll find me waiting on the other side.

CHAPY R 227 HE HURY

W will ot mescort o cotme againgt chillans o fetFarour goals. | realize s
i mucch easter sald Han done b we cant make people suffer justso we can get
Hhies things we need. There am sliormafivs [w eaten in soup kiichems and wam
cloles domsbad o tha hamneleas. Amuthing | pick up cam be s weapon. from a pipe
o agood pleceafaak Theanlytimelewrstoleanything waswhen! newcked miij
in Fad Worth | found & chicken hawk whod lalrhen onbo some girl from
Mississippi and foltowed them autside. He may nol hiave beem 8 mansher, but he
guré was doing his part o chais tha world infiffh, Whoser he was seiling Hhess
el e, @ e him g ok of mucesiry | apditftuith the tid smd prat e back on e bus.

Wil oot usm chwiliana i the: Framit for ey reasom, Ever. They doaltselang
withyus. All e dos getthem kified Dan'l ever make this miskaie becanss i will
hauntyauforthe rest cfgaur i Fa nottheir hest We shouldnot putibeff on hem

Wa will bnks care of our gun. This shouldn nesd expianation Wedont
aacrifice peogde for The cause” we don} absndon pecple o the mosshers snd
e s guery maans avaiable o liberate caphured Fumters. Wi must remem-
har it own ismanihs We're all in this fogether, tegardiess of ous belifs. A
call for hulp should shuoys b answered

Wiy b you believe in all of these rules magbe you dont fthe maniGesto
g ke ﬂpihghl' wehsie is 5oy nclcafion. we all have some serloas opinioms
ahout how e hunt and why The biggest strengh of Funfer-net s tal # lss
irhuied from gl over Bhe wodd come fogetfer bo commenicie and share
gxperisncas. W should be able o hammer outa perianal code had profects
peopte bul ks gfill groundid in commaom sens

That said we have o sceept responsibiliby for our fallowr hunkérs and
wefarce bhis codeaiben N broken Those of us with = strang drive o separata
Wi guithy fram i innocent shoald bern et drive ints pedlcing our can kind
| prapese lefling Hhem review instances of crimes commithed by e imbieo.
and |eking tham pass sentemca. 5o lang aa fhe punishment fils fhe rrime

We smighi be forced fo kil our commades | donl e the icdea al all. bed
wi have fo stand for something, or evergihing ws bry ko accomplish is just
going bo make the shhstion warse

Shaks says iFs Hme When we find the paisonsr, well full him to lesve
M clhy mnd usarn him that his ackians are going o be spread on the net i
Enyane reporis poisonings cecurring ekewhsre. well have to take action

| raver dresmed it might Fave o kill ane of our own kind. But Tm not
going to let us burn infe Hem Mo way In Hell

Coweind Rrms

Wadnesday Dacembar 2 Desocent88 5 apartmant Nashvide THOBDD
hiours local

Havin't besn sbls bowrlle any reports for 2 while but e finallysesn my
thearies put ho the beel and they workl Hunters with differes! abiifies a=d
philcssophiies can work tngether as & fesm, and we're | Himes mom effectve
{Fean urhem wa act slone Were there disagresmaents? Yoo many af hem W
fere arguments? ¥es. somelimes f the warst possible imes. Bl iwhen ft
cams righd down ko & we made #all work

Dlegcert had mad contact with a loose collection of femiers in the ciby
sharmg infarmation snd cocasionally working i pairs when thay feund
$hemrrsahaes an the brail af the same baast This fime Descent had found what he
bellevad 4o be 2 covem of usriacks operating in the ares snd for e first Hme
b wias frying ho pttogethier a lange group af imbued i g st B, He aind
m bz join in becaiuss the lam reeded warrors a=d | Pz by ecperience:

There wive five of us. Besiden Descantand ma thire was 8 woman whi
was some bind ofloced arlist 8 yaung guy who had a lotof conmections in Fhe
eihy and acoess o acme serious muney. aad an oldsr man whossid ha'd been
acop befare the world furned upside-dows. Moot weed thelrousn names We
used colors, instead like in that gangeter movie: Descant called himssl Eod
The woman was Whiks. The sich guy wss Brown The ex-cop picked Blue
grinning e f was same sort of boka. | fook (reen No oee wanied Teticau

All e bnsw abodl 1he mossters was ifat several children fiag gans
missing in the area Descant thowghl wiariocks ware involved because bl
farmer hiad reparted seeing 3 bonfire in some woods at tha edae of his
property. Tha farmer called e cope. but by {h lire e potice showsd up
whoever had set it was lang gona. They did find dozess of bare foatprists in
Ifee dirt Fhough, and a patch of ground that was soated with blood




HUNY IR BOOK: AYCRGIR

[lescent thoughd & coven of marline had takes the kids and were
sacrificing [Fem for some tind of ritual Biue sald he didnt ses any evidence
fo support the idea. The kids could exsthy be nmaways. White said & wes
passibie thal the blood the polics fousd migd have come from animale. or
wvent F [t was Foman maybe if came from Fhe uwarlocks ihamsebves - no
hodies wern found. 80 who was ko say Wy were killing anybady¥ Dees
aniane know abeut mering having fo kill people lo use Bheir powers®

Wi srgued bk sad ford for howrs Blus looked s fnastrated. [ Hhomoht he
might pack up end lesve than amd thene Finsly Brown wha fadn' ssid a waord
o emtire Hme suggeeted we ateas go outand take a ook atthe sfts and see if e
could find amy ches oursehes. Since no one seemed wiling ko take charga |
shepped In amd ried to set out some priorities investgale tFe sfis. leam what we
could and tF Fere wern wilches involved we wosid go afer Hhem. Everyons
agresd on thal muchy or 8t least thay were boo tired o srgue any furthe

Wa ot b the area just after full light and koaked sround for cimes Blue
haed the most experiance ab that kind of thing Ha said fat ouf hat there was
nething. Than Broeun barted talking, slmost to himself. in this weird kind of
ynice Hu said he ssw darkness. s blacing fire and peopls in robes chanling in
acircle. Theyhada young boy - and one oftharabed anes alit e boy sthroat
Thesy flledd a cup with g blood and fook turns deinking f them carried off the
badyy bo s van and left

Dieacent looked ks ha was going o be sick. We ashed Brows haw he bnew
3l that The g st shrugged his shouiders. saying # was something the angsls
hiad ghvem him Bhoe booied pissad mnd | thoughl Fe mightthrow s punch bt White
e1st In and sterted asking for detafis about the cultists sed Fair van. She ied
Broun through # for slmast | & minutes. and mansged bo come up with most of
o liceeess b, Blue gaid he could chect H number wih the DV Ha was sam
Brrcoam wiosld be wieng. Tums ot e wasat

W got an address from the licanss plale and stared wsiching this
huge betck house in &m old saction of lown We ssw & number of prophe come
and go Bath White asd | could ses they wsre manstens

Back af Descenfs apartment wa tried to figurs out the best way o kil
tha warlocks That wes wikan His fighting resfy gof bad Blue was all for
shealing some dynamides from a construction sitwand Blewing e 1whole place
iy shi Dustent and Wihie jumped an him. one af them ssying He chiidren had
o b rescusd and the other helling him thet we couldn} be sure gl the
warlocks ware necessasty ewl | aaid flat oot that they drank a kids bleod
osd deserved & bullst in the hesd

Fireafly, Browm settiad Shings. oddhy enough. He said the onlly way we were
gaing o be sume af anything was bo gel insids the house and see for cursshes
White calmed down afer s bit and said she could get nslds uritheut being seem,
W ddn now what e hell ks make of #at bot fwas her stin

M one had sy Iden hous o kill 5 merlin Bullets sounded fin bo me. but
Frown Fowght we had 3o spray them with 5% or something lite that
becauss hed read somawhen Hiat salt cancelled out maghe. Blus sad L wesd
ot b his car o get his guns. while Brown and Desoent slaried poaring salt
inke & bunch of plastc begs.

W gal ko the houss and White slipped out of the car. She fook = call
phone with her and kid in the shadows near Ehe parch. Afler 2 white. s car
pulied up and a couple of warlocks got ouk Wi wabched as they wesd up e
pareh. White il in bahind tham bice she balanged there. No one said a word
W sepacied o huar her scream aag minube

Evarybody jumped uhen Descents phaona rang, White ws in the cellar
Eha'd found thre kids. Wa told Far ko meet us ot the back door and i us in

Descant insished we get o the kids o gel them out| chacked IFw safely
om #he gun Blue gave me and canght tha ook (n bis egs. In that moment. we
ayuietly sgreed what would be necessany if things wend wrosg

Thinge sterted going to shit before we even got Frough e back door
Brown ept trying ko push e bags of salt an us while Bloe and | were rying e
figyare oust Hhe best way o susss the bbehes and the rmoms beyand When While
ghwed up Yo opes the door, we all prety much stumbled inside

A, guuyg came runming imbo e kit Fan. fight past White. Brawn yelled end
Hxreew @ bag of sa im his faca The guy snaried — and sharted o changal

W wre fucked.

To: firelight liscBhunter-ner.org

| Soldier, laws are for the enemy, you idiot. There
are no rules in war. If you try to force rthem on me,
you'll get & bullet in your head. Gor ir!

They werent warlocks. Hhey were flickars ar something The thisg
backbanded Blus across e room and Brown ebaried ualling aboud silweror
same shit evan Hhough Hiafe for lobos —and this Hing wes no aiolf. Descani
Hresu aut Fer hand amd welled something. | just start shooling. The monsher
stagaered back and fell #hink | fombled for anolher clip Rwas ke lwas back
= Mumice and we were all gaing ho di

Whihe ran out of e roce and | followed her. Wawound upin 2 hall (ne of
th: mansters ran right pisst Frer 3! knocked ma on my asa Peopls we runnilsg
and ghooting all arcund me This thing changed boo and clawed the shit oul of my
chasd | sereamed and Hhe Fhing's head explodes. ¥ nerver sl White coming

Bt e gortio mag feck we s Freanly grasinfra hall There wasanapsn
doorieading tn¥w baseenert and 3 iob ofsereaming and ganshats coming up: When
et down fhere famsal mar Twomore ofthethings werrdead and Hhalocksd
like hied been theeugh 8 wood chipper The tids were &l olay #e monsters pul
haadks over $uir heads. sonons of thien sz ar faces Wa ke #hem there and called
ﬂumﬁﬂmhupﬁ]mp"m?ﬂﬂmﬂﬂmhdmhm'lﬁgﬂmﬂﬂuuﬂ
quuny o reskie bt Deseemt ot har hands on i infuries and ssid ey woulkd
hisal. making frafmostsound ke an arder. Wharker # e his bleeding sioppod By
e i Hie ciope shoured oot e Fuovse e wary |0l mody

Thatwas simosta week ago. Everyons has pabchid themsstves up and
goms thair separste ways since | igured that things might hawe gotten aaly
over Brown s fackap about bhe ‘merling” bub nobody sald a thing | thisk =
wera all gradafid bo be alive

Ewerything nearly went o hel bt the point . we got tn Hhen and saved
thase kids Brown mes have screwed up. butwithout bis*vision ws never wookd
v formd tha kidks in B frst place. Withot White | kmow for & fact ot | would
b e pight o, ot ks Btae cuses His I8 o Descent Bl proves thatwhen we
poel the forces Hhet $he alins have given us, w can be unsiappabls Inshead of
ignaring ase anotfer by sficking o a singie approach we need o develop Sactics
Hroat riaice the miost out af our divirss abites. (ther hunlers’ powsers are justad
affecSve e pur awn and somatimas eirs maks ours stronger

Ltk Tve bisen smying al koo, were 5 places in & big puurrde B Hme o put tham
o bogether and s wihal were capable of

SYRAYEGY

Den't get this confused with factics — tactics are specific
actions you use o accomplich a goal, ke putting a stake in a
farg's chest or setting up a long-range shot on o flicker. I'm
talking about strategy, something that nobody on thislist seems
o think matters. 5 is how we carry out the hurt of g

scole, and that's something that _soldiers  seem to have
some trouble understanding, We get so cought up in chares-
graphing the kill that we fail to see it as just one move in on
ongaing war, We've got to have ohjectives, a plon that keeps us
strong and leaves them of f-balance. There are some things you
need To consider before you go out looking for prey.

Pick Your Y ARGEYS
Dan't ge rushing full-bore ot the first monster you see. You
con't afford to be haphazord about this. What if the beast hes
followers? What if he's part of some higﬁrg‘wp,mdwfm
ust gaingafter some low-level flunkie? You ve gat to think about




these things, because if you dor't work out all the angles an a kill, you dig your own grave. I
understond that the longer you wait, the greater the chance that the bastord is gaing to go
purt and kil somecne else. this i mind: If you stick your neck out and get killed, whe's
guing to fake core of the _other_ monsters out there, still stalking and killing people? We
can't furn this into a war of attrition; the morsters will beat us, no question. T said it before
and Tl say it again, this is wor. Sacrifices have to be made. If a couple of drones have fo die
whike you 521 .1||_:I| your hit, it's tragic, but it's worth it if the monster ends up dead and you're
free fo hunt the next one in fne,

When you spot a monster, toke your time, Scope the creature out. Follow it when it's
hurrting, if youcan Find out its habits and where it makes its lair, Watch fo see if it has followers
and identify their habits aswell, If the beasthas o phone, tap it. Learnwho orwhat the creature
interactswith, Isitpartof apock? Does it messwith human arganizations, and if so,winy? There
are some hurters wha believe that bloodsuckers have on alliance of their own, They definitely
have an interest in making meney and power, and one fong T hunted
held cortrolling interest in o powerful comparry.

The paint of all this study is to learn where the monster
fits in the inhuman emironment, ond what the reaction might
be once it's been killed. Will others try To find you and get
revenge? Will the noture of its humon disguise couse the police
to aggressively investigate its death? I have identified a ret in
Mew York, for example, who owng a powerful publishing firm ond
has o well-developed disguise of a philanthropist. The thing lives
on a huge estate outside the city and has the cops eating out of
its hand. T still con't figure out the best way fo g||e.'r to the
creature without the low turning the city inside-out loaking for
me. If you're a hunter and you get arrested in NYC, you'll never
make it to friel, Trest me on this ane

More importantty, it you're patient and watch closely, The
creature might lead you To ancther, more powerful 1, This
doesr(t happen os much with stubs or wisps, but merling, rﬂﬁx and
lobas defiretely have a kind of master-aporentice relationship. If
we can jderdify and kill the lenders ina city, it
might leave the rest thot much easier to hunt
down. Like I said, strategize. Ideally, it would be
worth it just fo st back and stake out o town or city
for up to a year, just gathering information and
figuring out who runs who, Once you hod all The
details, you could call in as many hunters as you
condd rench and make o surprise attack, hitting ol
the figures ot once. Amybody remember the
Tet Offersive in ‘687 Reod up on it. That's a classic
exomple of what T'm falking about,

Learnfo prioritize. Don't jumpat the first monster
youl Seg, Conversely, don't be one of those hunters who
get o crave for one specific type of beast. Go ofter the
ones that have the mast capabilify to stop you and the
other hunters in your area. That mears fangs or
worlocks, from my experience, Wiy? Becouse they're
more organized ond they have the most rescurces at
their disposal. T've seen flickersin the city, but they dar't
seem much interested in amything going on outside their
gangs. Wisps and stubs don't much Think I:ﬂ:r what'sright
in frent of them, so Td sove them for last.

If you think this sounds cokd,
you're domn right.

Uss Your Heap

Sometimes the best way To smoke o
monster i 1o cormer it in an alley ond blow
it to shit with a bunch of shotguns. That's
definitely the exception To the rule, thaugh,
Mast times the morster is too well pro-
tected or just flatly foo dongerous fo
get that close. But you have on odvan- >
tage, if you're careful. If you don't fip a
your hand and let the monster know
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vou're cut there, you can find away fo outsmart it. Crusader may
believe that guns are the great equalizer, but they're net, Braing
are, and history has proven it time and time agoin. The monsters
may have freakish pewers, but the foct i, mast of them were
once human and they still think like human beings.

Peaple develop habits. They develop routines, because it
Jjust makes life easier, Monsters, believe it or not, oren'T any

different, stoke out regular hunting grounds, go ofter o
specitic kind of prey or come ond go from their lairs of specific
times, inmird that these crestures hove been invisible and

in charge for centurizs. They aren't used fo being hunted and
Their senses hove gotten dulled, Use that T your odvantoge.

Take the fang I smoked in Rochester, Anather rich guy,
and used to his comforts. Typical bourgeois setup — big
house, waolled property, three puppets that kept the place
chean and drove him around, and o couple of dogs to prowl
around. Prefty fight setup. The fang was driven inta the city
every fight, hit the ort museumns, then went toa privote club
to stalk, Some nights he met other fongs, some nights he
didn't. He hung out in crowds and limited his time on the
streets to a few seconds between cor ond building, Out inthe
city, he was always alert, His senses were incredible. The
driver always stayed with the cor, stending outside even in
the rain To make sure na one gat Too close, He headed back
to hig lair a comfertoble two hours before down and ertered
the cellor directly through a pair of steel-reinforced storm
doors in the back,

50 you ask me, where wos the fongs weak pot?

After Td wotched the beast for almest a month, T werked
out a plon, Mear dork, T settled infoa spet behind the back wall
of the property, ond woited for the fang to come out. He papped
out of the cellor right on time and headed for the waiting car.
I listened to the Beemer crunch down the grovel driveway, and
T liecst the wall, Setting my 50-year-old eef up ond over was the

part of thumu& thing.

are dogs, even when they servea They followed
the mh mmm Iranlike hzlr?ﬂ?fheeguch dooe,
T had two guns, One was a 45, The ather was something called
a lockpick gun, Low enforcement uses them when they need to
gt a dear in a hurry. The downside i3 F usually
damoges the lock, but I figured the fang wouldn't natice: He
went in through the cellar door, remember?

I had the door open in o few seconds. From there it was
just a matter of killing the servands in the house. That took
o fiew minutes,

From that point, I had the rest of the night fo do the job.

When the BMW showed up before down, T was watching
fram the kitchen, The cor pulled up, jusT like clockwork, and the
fang shid out like . snoke. He looked well-fed and rejaxed, and why
not# He was back in the safety of his lair, While the servart put
the carin the . Iwatched the benst go to the cellor doors,
E.:lllﬂwnupenmﬁdmm*midcfmﬂmhtdm.lhmdm

slide the heavy bolts home from the inside, theria >
hedlow coughing scund as he went down the short steps nto
celior — ond tripped the firehomb Td left under the stairs

Naturally the driver come runping. he couldn't get
through the storm doors. He was so ponicked he didn't stop fo
wonder why' the back door wasn't locked. T shot him fwice as he
burst imfa the kitchen,

The came after me as I headed for the I
had to ﬂ::%s?hm both, the poor things. o

What is the moral of this story? Everybody has their habits
and their blind . Use them. Playing shithicker with a monster
Jisst gets you killed sconer or loter,

A

Do’ Hoto Back

I got lucky in Rochester, The fact of the matter is that
there are no ect plans. I could have gotten stuck up on
that rear wall or the dogs might not have gone of fer the car
There's always something that con go wrong.

Sometimes pylons get inthe woy. Youcan't let that stopyou

Monsters hove no problem with human shields, What
does it matter to them? Dve heard of , even warlocks
wha got tipped to.a hunter on their trail, and started keeping
compary with drones, figuring on a litHe extra insurance.

You hove to remember that people ore sloves. We
_used_ to be like them. They still exist in bondage, kept as
cattle by the monsters. Sparing them so they con continue
their slavery doesn'T do them any favers, If they knew the
truth of their existence, they would probably thank yoau

If you have to think of them at all, think of them as
martyrs. Every revolution has them. It's 'rr:;gif:. but their
socrifice gives us strength, They give our efforts meaning,
Let them die so hundreds of others can five free

I know thot goes agoinst everything society believes is
right. Remember, morsters are the architects of society,
They hove put these ideas in our heads To weaken our resalve,
_They_ don't have a problem with ruthlessness. _They_sure
as hell don't play by the rules. Tt'salla tothem, one they
have been playing with = for hund of years. It's time o
stop playing along

Everything we've been taught growing up has been put inour
heads fn-r‘rhew of making us easier to contral. Let it
Rise aberve it, Set our people free, even if it's in death. Then
monsters will know we oren't going fo be stopped by anything.

Secciic SyRengyis anD Wenkngsses

With expearience, we begin fo recognire thaf fhe creafures we
face have hodrific powers —and Achilles beels, (fcourse. learming
thiz o all means surviving o digest the lesson, Insteod of being
digested. Af risk of compromising whal odwandage | hove poined,
Fli shafe what |"ve leamed thus tar in hopes that it will strengthen
us o= 0 whaole, Be womed, thowugh, that owr lnowledpe of the
beasts is far from compiehensive, We don'l know enough ko oall
o spode o spode, and fhat lock of information can get ws killed in
o heartbest i we don't plan for success *ond® foilure
SHAwBLERS

In sorme waoys, shamblars are the simplest of our prey. | don'l
mean o imply that they' re weak by any means — but while kiling
them requires effod, i's not necessorly *complicobed* . The koy
to Eiling shamblers is simply damage. Lols ond lots of damoge:

Physical robustness is the hallmark of a shambles. Do nol
expect i 1o stop afier o bulles thoowgh the heart, ar even fhrowgh
the skull. They st be reduced o immobile pads before they
slop, and thal means gefing up-close and diry; being o
“shitgicker.” Maony cregfures oan, with some prepanotion, be
sniufied from o distonce. Mot shamblers.

Thedr other greaf stremgih &5 numbers. You rarely find o
lome shambler, They seem fo rise in groups. Covpled with the
need for proximdfy b ged o solld ki, ihis makes them o shicky
focfical wicket, mdeed.

Howvever, thelr strengihs ore far from insurmountable. They
are offsed by equally potent woaknessas, the most mpodant being
shupidity. They don'l think much, 5o they are easy o trick. They are
single-minded, so they're emsy o lend —when you're thelr forget.

My fovorite foctic for shamblers is fo lead them imlo o trap.
This is net teribly complicoted, since thelr single-mindedness
fends bo fixate on o commen object — often on mdividual who
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harred fham in fife. ¥ you can gel ho thés person, you can use bet
o= irresistible bail. Shamblers will follow o "designated Targe!”
st aboul arywhene, never mind how illogical. Using this hactic

I've led them info car compaciors, undemeath cargo nets full of
aricks, anhe a boal that was then cast odrifl — it would almaost be
ceerical if | hodn't seen the camage they can wreak. (Be wamoead
They con't drown. After | sank the boad, they come out of the
harbor half an hour kater ond keft me with scars that | sill have

hst because they aren't s cever a5 o nigihcroeder or sirong os
a skinchanger doesn't mean they can't kil you just os deod ]

Hvou can't leod o shamibler pock inbo a irap o amibush, you
prayy want ko isolate individuals for disposal. One of our South
American friends repors fremendous success wifh o low fung
bolo. Wwraps around the shambler's legs ond knocks i over, and
fhe creahure’s nofive stupidify keeps i from eeing Aself. Thus,
fhe immaobilized shambler & left behind while the pack moves
an. This makes if foidy eosy pickings,

By now you should hove the idea: Dan't confront o shamibler
pack heod on. A diredt assoull is *their® preflemed strobegty
Moneuver fhem inho ansas where you con confuse, ambush and
harass them, I kkes o long fime ko wear one down, bul if you
conceningie on the amns and legs, you con render individual
shamiblers unaibe 1o afiack unil you come back and finish fhem of
yout lztsure, (] personally fke to shoal o Their legs, fhen joss o
potfie of pasoling on them ond ignite it with o trocer bullet.)

While bullets don't simply stop o shamibder (the way fhy pul
down huenan belngs), fheyre not completely inefiective. Think of
a shot tio the chest as a debaying blow and you get the hang of A

Rors

Rids gre Hiee lone-wolf shamibless, only with broing, percep-
tion and speed. As the icing on fhe coke, they loke even *longer
o put derens and they seem fo be alble o heal themselves of will
Ba very, vy caeiul

The hard way 1o kill one is simphy fo delives so much hamm
fituad wou overwhelm its ability bo fecover. One person with a rifle
5 mol up o fhe fosk

Thankfully,
mofs penerally oo
abani. Thiseans
i's much eosor
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to “gang up” on fhem On fhe downside, since fhey con pass far
humicn and are afien found in fhe hearts of cities, an amiush has
o bt plarmed carefully fo owoid police atfention. i you opt to go the
direct route, | recommend @ nefwork of twa fo thoe snipers with
clear firing zones. deally, these snipers should be in different
builldmgs, so that even i the ml pursues one, e other s are nof
threolened and are able fo fire on it as |f ottacks.

Affer snipers open fire and wedken of distroct ihe forget, brng
i some kind of Sunday punch. B you ambush if in fhe streed, hit i
with o lorge, fiost, durable vehicle. (Make sure the wehicle =
umiraceable: A rolwill leave a larpe dent in the: hood, | assure you.)
You have to have o good driver doing the romming — unlike
sharriblers. mobs ae ®fost® Anothier way bo finizh i off i= with o
bomib of some fype. A final option is o find some way & inap i, In
onie instanc, @ senies of thres shoohers weas able o drive o rot into
a paich of Everglodies quicksand. As it strugigled howard shore, we
were ahble o pepper it with shotgun blests unlil it succumbed.

There i% an aliemative fo overdll. I fequires fewer people
but ii's fsky inits cam way. Every rof seems fo have o peculiar
type of enforced sentimentality. As we've nofed with ghosts
there seems ho be some credence fo the nofion of o hounted
chalice or cursed relic. Perhaps fhese flems serve os falisnans
for their demonic pacts. In any event, rots, like ghosts, seem fo
dronw strength from fomiliar objects and locafions. Generally,
rofs have o prime object — the strongest link between their
abarted hatf-[ife and the world of the lving

DescentBs clalms that "kdnopping” this object and either
desiroying it or isolating the rot from it results in o sleody
degradation of fhe rot's physical form. ultimately destroying it
in @ week or rwo. Noturally, the rot i hardly sanguine about the
loss of its link bo the living wodd. In the hao coses Descend hos
described, the rots would stop of *nofhing® fo rocaver helr
link. Furthermare, the links themselves seem o partoke of o

rof’s supematural robusimess and are consequentty




difficult fo desiroy. Monetheless, it's far simpler 1o destroy o
howgh inanimate object than lo destroy g hough fof thal's inying fo
distnember you,

Descent bas o good reputafion, sol'm opento his claims, bul
I'd like fo see them substantialed. Has anyone else hod success
with this approoch?

100 5 true, Frese objects could be rots” weakness, Bul ke |
said, this opproach brings its own rigks. dentitying the object
requines chose inspection of the mot, which is faor fskder fham long-
range surveillance. Then there's the matter of sedzing the object
and awosding fhe rof long enough for separafion fo ferminate i

Wreself, Il stick fo guns and frucks. | imow they work

Yawrmes

The vampire's greatest weakness is doylighi. They fear fire
and con be killed with o sioke fheough the beart, but daylight
reduces them fo ash. It's o beoufiful thing

Other woaknesses you've heard of — inability o cross
unning water, crosses, mses, holy water — probably do not
work. I've heard many faithless comenents aboud how the failuea
of @ cross "proves” that there's no God. To my thinking, it onky
proves that, for some, there's no falth. Pedhaps holy water is only
15 poid o= the priest who creates #, ond 1ve seen mysell thal the
church is nof impenetroble 1o fhese things. Furthermore, despite
the tesfimony of Ripsawl01, | am quite confident thet varmpires
*do* cost reflechions in mircors. Too bod: I would maks our job
casier i they coulbd be spotted 50 simply

Their strengths ore legion. They are fastes than us, stronger
ihan ug, they can beeak the wills of the unwary and ey are
iremendously resisiant bo injury, Bud their biggest odvanbaga, |
thirk, Iz thelr ability fo creade puppets

The unholy bond bebween bicod puppet and master seems
e allevw thie slove fo podake in the strempih and endurance of the
master. More imponianthy, if makes the slove ubery the creature
of its master. | believe it is possible o wean pugpets from their
oddicfion — the allemaive would deny free will, ond if even
vampires con rencunce their evil, why not their secvants? But i#
i5 @ pafe slave who forsakes this allionce.

Puppets prodect thedr masters by doy. That"s whiy hey e the
key, becouse in dovlight the vampice's strength and speed and
porwer are nothing.

Vampires hove doytime hideouts. Find fhe place, crack i
open in the moming and you hove all day to pry the creature oul

Anciher vampirc weakness is their predilection for vice
Zood, gecent people rarely become biood slaves (unless trcked
indo i, and even hal geds the vampire an ambivalent servant af
best). This means many puppets are criminals. Evidence given
for an honest cop can do more fo strip o vampire of his defenses
than a manih of hit~and-mun harassment. Bul be careful: The
pobice are their fovored fargets for blockmail, mind contred and
spirifual bondoge.

Once o lair has been sitfpped of its blood slaves, there's
0 lempéotion to simpdy forch fhe ploce and be done with it |
recommend coution, Bloodsuckers don't seem to need to
breathe, and the smorder among them offen have o wabery
refuge fo prodect from just this sort of cssoult. They don't all
sleep in coffinz, either. | went through one lair fo find a steel
case [n the basement. It hod cameras mounted on its periph-
ery and it must hove welghed several fons, preventing us from
hauling it out to opply industrial force fo it, We conlemplobed
encasing it in conciebe, bul were unable fo procure any on
short notice. 5o the best we could do was io take pholos from
the comera vaniage points and atrange them in front of the
tenses. Then we waited. The caose opened al sunsel and we
were able W surptise the fiend within, who sow nothing

SUSpIchouS on its video monitors. Afier erodicofing i, we hod
some time o examine its vaull. The steel plale was 10 nches
thick and it hod o fimed lock within that hod fo be released by
an infernal lakch. It was bullt to survive anything short of o
majer demodition effort.

SHIRCHANGERS

In these beings we have, parhops, our most pokent foes
Robust a= a rol, sirong as a fang. able fo walk by daylight and
hige amaeng humankind, fickars have exhibited o bawdldering
variety of powers. Thelr unpredichability makes them dangerous,
indeed. Cur anky hope is fo stike unpredictobly, as well

Thoir weakness 1= sibver. Forget wolfsbone, the way o
stop them is with silver, preferobly bullets, preferably from a
distance, Commercially made silver bullets are expensive,
but worth every penmy. If you con't pet or offord them, |
recomnend getting a knife of other weapon filigreed with
silver. A pure silver knife won't hold an edge long, buf a
wirapon with a steel point ond edge ond silver filigree saems
to offer the best of both worlds

The ofber weakness of lobos is their human disguise
They're sfill kough in their bocrowed shape, buf they'te nofthing
Lke the nightmare you foce # they fronsform nfo the beast-
heoded giant. Once they get to thal point, | recommend netreat
unbess you've gol overwheiming force. You'll need it In maon-
strows form, fhey can heal demaoge almos? a3 quickly os you can
inflicd it with @ *shotiun®.

What | suggest, then, Is this. Locate the creatute in is
human form. Follow it and leam its habits. Get o good rile
with o scope ond o nipod. W vou have the money, gel 50 M2
gilver bullels made and go with o Barredt ight fifty sniper rifle
— but be oware that gun sfore owners ane going 1o remember
a guy who comes in asking lor such pricey and esoheric
equipment, If you con't afford siheer bullets, | recommend 1he
M1 Gorand — decent range, 11's semi-aulamatic and it fires g

20~ o very commaon bunfing round, Then just find o sniper

perch with a good fefreat route, ond open up from surprise
when they're in human shape. It is ®assential® thal you hif
with your fitst shol, and if’'s equally imporant that you have
the abilify b keep firing of them affer they hif the ground. | ence
tired at a flicker through s dining room window. When it fell
it wos behind o wall In scconds i had tronsformed, undone
my domape aond was affer me

Comtinuwe to fire unill W's dead. 1 you can't do thad, un os
S000 a5 you can, ard @5 far as you can,

Sorczzs

Sorcerarswould seam fo be the least of ourworres, Alker all
s Willowl2 says, they'ne only human, bght?

Wrong, *We'ne* only human, and our powers sesm fo
manifest in bewlidering diversity. We're leaming new things
about onarseives every doy, and we're the newcomers fo the Hell
War. Marting have been arcund since fhe days of Simoen Magus,
af leasd. s dear they've picked up a few fricks

While not a3 sirong as o skinchanger or fough o= a rot,
sorcerers hove versahifify on fheir side, I've seen them *ind4
fully looded rfles discarded in porbope cons, *occldenially®
ignite gas maing dght in fronf of pursuers, and *luckily® stumsle
theough highweoy troffic unscaofhed.

The keys o hunting sorcerers are preparation and teachon
e, B is clear, even from Bookworm's foinfed tesfimony, that
fhe powers of wiclhes are consciously ditected. Therefore, one
limit om theair power iz copnitive reaction tme. If one man with a
gun aoftocks a sorcerer, the wadock will make e pun bieak
aown, fhen give the mon o broin hemorrhage. i six people
surround o sorcerer and alack with o variety of weopons, the




resulfing disorentation makes the sorcener less likely to counfer
any particular athock

While stalking @ sorcerer with fhe esteemed Soldier?l o
while ago, we were able o make excellent use of his militory
regources. Bgquipped with tHemmal-imoging goggles, we miti-
oied the assoult by firing several rounds of tear-gos grenodes
of the target. While the gas distracted him, we opened fire
While this should have been an easy kill (after all, our farged
was "only human”), things went wrong for us and dght for
him. Firsd, he gos corindges hod “somehow got miooed up”™ 50
that we fired of him with smoke grenades. Next, our rifles
began fo jom ond misfire, one affer fhe ofher. We hod
managed to hit him a couple Hmes, but both shots were
“merely” flesh wounds.

From this, we leaomed to alwoys be prepared. Assumi
that everyihing will go wrong. Hove of least three guns. and
make sure they've been thoroughly cleaned ond loaded.
Hove a couple bockup weapons for hand-lo-hand, Your
goal is to throw threof offer threat, stiubus after stimulus at
the medin wnfil his obility fo react is overwhelmed
(Mythmosterl) has reporfied some succeszses with loud
noizes and strobe lights, incidenially,)

{ine fthing you should *never* do is hove one person
shoofing while onother doses for shitkicking. In such stualions,
fhiz odds of ome of you hitting fhe other are far beyond even

Wisrs

There's a fempiobon fo dismiss Spifls 08 muisancos, (ust
becouse thiy don't have physical bodies. This is wrong-heoded
and dangerous. i challenged or threatened, they con aftack you
in oni of SEvenal Waoys

Iy con possess people and act fhrowgh those bodies.

ey con atiock through “polhergeist” effects

They can nfluence your emotions and frick you inbo foolish
octions, or they can influence the emolions of hose arcund you.

They can creabe illusions thal eifher impenil you directly or
ke you look crozy

Thet diirect solulion would seem 1o be "idl them —again, ™ but
of all our prey they are the best equipped fo ee a fight. Afer all,
wiz have to go around walls, They can go fhrough fhem ond come
back at a time of *fheir* choosmg,. i you possess one of (hose
edges that lets you freeze thein in ploce, there are shill dispasal
problerns, Specificolly, they're imvulnerable jo almost all forms
of convenfional weapons. Soma of GUl BOWers appsar 1o work =
if you have the dght ones.

Regarding the long-running “kill the hammiess possessed
host” debale | recommend ogainst it fof Byo (easons. Une,
killimg defenseless people is bad. Two, it's not even a long-
term solution, You con kill the host and watch the spirit
discard the body like an old shoe. All killing fhe host does is
pet the spirit mod, and there are much easies ways o gel the
demon out. | have néver seen o demon that would stay n
possession of o body when it wos useless and painful. Unce
a possissed body |5 restroined, the wisp usually leoves, If
mere restraint is insuificient, then recourse fo stoicher stufl
usually works, Apparenily there's some bosis fo the idea of
“peating the devil out of him."

Don'l underestimate ghosts. Permanently imvisible, they
con be almast ormywhers —even reoding oves yous shoulder oght
oo Personally, | reconmmend the creation of o feam of trowveling
imbued who do nofhing buf dieon spints off ofber bunhars. o
amyone with the capability fo freeze a ghost and harm i§ wonds
o volunieer, confoct me privately.

CHAPTCR 2: T HE HUNT

Succus!

ProfessorGeoldl) described (he trouble he aond his friend
Hichor had with one of fhese creotures. f anything, he may hawve
undershated the dange:.

They may appeat bo be beauliful women, buf let me ossure
vou thal these are perhaps the most dongerous threat crafied by
the Prince of Dagkmsess. & flicker may rip your heod off and a oot
may suck you dry, but in fhe end, thal's only death. Whal suscubl
fhiregien is the loss of will. | you die fighting o vampire, you o
to your reward. A succubi doesn'l Bight with beoth and nail, but
with-an enchanting glonce ond owhispsared word. Thiy condguas
with @ well-shaped limb and o puckered lip. The fale fthey
promise s nof death, but slavery

Eveniothe sight, they oppear beautiful, desirable. While the
gifts of the Heralds provide some profection ogoinst the blojont
miffuence of vompires ond spirts, i is less olfective agamnst
succubi®. They can make you want them, against your will,
opaing your judgment, and | have not yet discovered a frick that
con easily free you. Only your own will and drive con free you
from their cluhdhes, and that &5 exocthy whal their choams and
powers assoult

I weould recomenend atfock from a distance, but even that is
problematic, because they an: bard foidentify. To fhe sight, fhey
look hurman, ondy *moe® beoufiful. By the fime you'te cdose
enough o someone fo readize she's o succubi, IF may be foo lote.
Het web may already howe ensnared you.

The dsabodical aspect of fhis i3 that romamce and affection
are nafural. Amy fime amy one of vs meets an aftfoctive woman,
she could be just what she oppears — or she could be one of these
demonic whores, senitio hure us fo the wrong side of the Hall War

| can't offer much in the woy of factics against this assault
Atbock full foree as soon a3 you reafize you've been influenced
but thot assumes you realize il The only wery todo that is through
constant vigilanoe

Your andy ofher defense is pooyer

To: firclighe list®hunter-nec.org
From: willowl2
Subject: Re: Succubi

Brace yourselves, You're abour read words |
thought I'd never type-

T agree with Crusader, He'sa hyperactive freak ona
bt of bospics, buteven astopped clock is righe twice aday.
These brtches latch onto vou and they donot let go unnl
you're sucked dry of... well, whatever makes you your-
self. | saw cne drag down my best friend, and she got away
with it because every rime | saw her, [ wasn't _sure_ she
was dangerous. Assoon as | wasout of her presence, [ got
more and more confident that she was on the dark side,
ot whatever, bur looking into her eyes, | couldn't think

nything bad about her. When she was done with
Robbie, she tumed on me, and 1 ran. | skipped rown,
scared shitless. | _kmow_ what they can do

They make you love them. Maybe if you're fucked

jeabous o abusivearsomething, youmightbe
oy turn that love wrong enough t kill one. I you'ne
anice guy, though, [ don't think you could ever get free.







CHAPYER 3:HURY ZE TIES

And [ saw the heast, and the kings of the carth, and their
armies, gathered together to make wer against him that saton
the horse, and agast his army,

— Revelation 19:19

Right or wrong, wee all in this together. We are all ane
people, and this is the only plonet we've got. The monsters are hot
gaing To give it up without a fight, and Tll be the first to say that
we need all the help we con get.

And yet there are limits. Yes, all imbued need to work
together, but os for as I'm concerned, if you aren't here 1o
help me kil every last one of these beasts, you had best get
the fuck out of my way.

Gomg Sato

We warriors have been laners ol| our lives. Old habits die
hord, even now.

Most of us prefer to work clone, even if it's rat the
smartest course of action we could take. That's partly becouse
we have o hord time counting on others, and partly becouse we
dor't like to be told what fo do. The very qualities — anger,
determination and idealism=— that allowed ws To rediscover our
birthright are the same ones that isalate us from our brethren

It's vital for every warrior To be able to odmit when he's
inover hiz head and ask for help. We can't afford o lose anyone
Jmhummﬁemﬁmmmbbumm bockup on an
i humt, By the same token, we don't need o go
assembling anarmy for every stubwe runacress. For one thing,
the minute you get a group of warriors in one place, the first
thing they try to do isassert their authority We suddenéy end
up with an army of four-stor generals, and that just deesn't
wark, Also, the more people we get assembiled in one place, the
maore conspicucus we are. We work best using stealth and
surprise ,mﬂ?hufshm'dTnﬂunhmyﬂmgﬂumfull
of people, all telling you the way To toke core of o beast,

I personally wor't call for any kind of assistonce unless the
target is both very powerful and very important. I'm starting to

think that the vampire "phi ist" i% gaing to need a team to
eliminate him_Bringinbullszyes from outsice thearea, cverwhelm
ﬂummﬂwmmmhﬂinmﬁgm.m
everybody disperses o their regular hunting grounds.

Tve heard that there are some warriors out there who
Mwmcunﬁ,wﬁmfhthhww
teamwork, Mest of types tend To be ex-soldiers who had
the concepts of werking together beaten into them in boat
comp. In coses like that, I con see where thered be an
established pecking order and one personwho is the undisputed
leader, Some of these groups border on ity cults, so I
advise anyare who considers hooking up with one to think really
hardabout what their true cbjectives might be, We've oll heard
the stories obout Flame61 and what she's up to in Turkey.

Persarally, I couldn't see myself hanging my head and soying,
“Yes, sir, no, sir, three bags full, sir." T think Tm pretty fypical of
pur breed in that if T den't like the direction a team . I'm
likedy to break of f ond toke core of the problem my wey. That's
Just my nature, ond Tve found it's pretty commen of our kind,

The problem is much worse when you stert talking about
hooking up with other hunters who fail to see the truth. My
Eud.hmrmﬂ!tﬂpmphbt.suhhnd?ﬂmmthtm
mmumdhrhelpinmm,lmﬂﬁmuw:knﬁﬂ.m
dﬂi‘rmruwur_nt_dﬂn'fduﬂﬂTuJI.Idm‘Tmmmmﬂ
woste an teaching these people commen sense

Gevrme Yogerhee

T've only worked with a group of hunters three times.
Twice it was with teams of real revolutionaries, and once it
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wos o mixed bag of bleeding-hearts and wide-eyed wonders,
Arry guesses which ofe wos o disaster?

Everybody pretty much agrees that hunters are better
off working o5 o groun, but nobody can agree on how to make
it happen, Nebody dares to set things up over the net. Who
lnews wha might be listening? T know for o fact that the last
fool wha hia:?‘rl'uf for a humt over in Detroit wos never heard
from again. Only somecne whe is really d or really
stupid broodcosts where he is and what he's trying te do, Most
times when our kind needs help on a hunt, we turn To those few
imbued wha we've met foce to foce ot one time or onother:
people who we can at least be sure are who they say they are,
and loak [ike they could get the job done. (And don't even get
me started on those "moderatars.”)

However, just becouse you may know a hurter or be aware
af their reputation doesn't mean re oing to wartt to have
omything to da ﬁﬁmlﬂﬁ,dl#mﬂmld renlize that when
it comes pightt dewn o i#, it idens ke roce and religion don't
miatter matters is foking back what's curs, TF doesn't
alweys work that way, though. Same peaple are so dependent on
stupsd prejudices from _before_ that they con't put them aside
for the greater good. So far I haven't hod any problem with
anyone. Hell, me and Crusader hove even worked together, But
Lve heard of situations that furned nosty when beliefs clashed
I've heord of revolutionories who've been kiled "oy accident” or
“sacrificed themseives” in battle, if you kmow what T meon,

The few times I needed help, T hooked up with some
hardcore shocters Td cressed paths with a couple of times
in the city. I knew basically what territories they'd staked
out, so I left signs in some noticeable places to ask for a
rendezvous and waited for them to come to me if they were
interested. They did, and I laid out what I was trying to do.
Mebody wasted any time on small talk, Maybe it was because
we were all afraid we might open our mouths and say
something that would set each other of f. MNobody offered
their names, and that was all right by me,

Fersenally, L never hanother hunter unless Talrendy
have a plon werked out and know exactly what T want that
To do. I dor't have time tg listen to else tell me how 1o
kill a monster Tve been stalking for wezks. Everybody's got their
aw way of daing things, but my viewpoint is that Tneed _help
nat epinions. I understand where cther hunters wont to cover
their ass. Tve gat o problem with that I loy everything out up
fl'ﬂﬂ'l'_ﬂ.l"ldrfﬁmf-:hn‘ﬂlhltﬂm'r'cﬂnm&m:.r.&fur.w,
Tve always maroged to find at least one other person whio's
dedicatied enough to put his ege aside and trust me to get the job
done. and we g2 out and kill some marsters. When everything is
aver, we go our separate ways. IYsa hell of a brotherhood, but it
works, and that's all right by me.

Ciusrer Fueks

By cortrast, working with those other misquided types
who coll themselves hunters is a like o crass between the LS
Congress and a cattle stompede.

Mat long after I got the wake-up, I took an invitation to
haok up with a team that was hunting o fang down in Syracuse.
At that paint, I was groteful to be working with _amy_ hunter,
Imsﬁlrgaﬁlngrnhurdlr.un things, and hod a lot left to learn
abeyt how to ceal with the enemy. Well, T was the anly warrior
in the feam. They picked me because they figured they might
need someane who was good ina fight. _Might_ need, What
were they going to do, Lasked, invite the thing aver for tea?

Turns out, I was close. The leader of the group — I won't
use names, because T think she's =fill over on hunter-net —

shecould _save_ the bloodsucker! T told her she'd been
watching too many damn movies. What was she going to de, tell

i

the thing to eat only _bad_ people? Her other friends tried to
shout me down. She'd obvicusly snowed them all lang before T
ever gat there. Finally, I got tired of arguing with them and
agreed 1o come along the right they confronted the creature.

Oneof the of fered toact as bait. I sat there gowking.
Exuﬂﬁlﬂms%_m get bit, Well she goesout there
and gets the thing's attention, drawing i back foourvan Theyget
to the door and anather teom member outside uses some push-
owey power to force the creature into the von We all rush in
after, It gets all pissed, but once it catches on that it can'f get
out (and that nobody is __threatening _it), it kind of colms down,
Our ilkstriows leader of fers it o sect, T asked if T could get it
amything to drink. T'm not sure who gave me the nastier store.

So they start having o _dinlogue_ with the thing. Whe
are you? Why do you feel the need to drink human blead? Can
you drink animal blood? And the thing was playing with them,
telling them everything they wonted ta hear. How it was such
avictim, and it really was serry it had to do the things it did.
Cry me a fucking river.

I finally couldn't toke it anymare. It had them eating sut of
15 hand. I think I remember saying something to the effect of,
"Oh, shut the hell up," ond putting my shetgun fo its head. Tt was
messy, but effective

For a couple of minutes, I swear the rest of the
feliow hunters — were going to tokeashatat _me_ Our fearless
kzader wen opeshvt, calling me a monster, T let her have it across
the jow with the shatqun and climbed out of the van. They could
clean up the mess. T figured it was the leost they could da.

I dan't see myself ever warking with non-revelutionaries
again. If they weren't smart enough to realize what we were
put an thes ?{r‘fh ta do right at the beginning, they aren't
likely to change their minds on occount of amything T have to
say. Lden't have time to waste while they devate their energy
todeciding guilt or innocence, protecting the drones or trying
to save the enemy. Let them go to Hell in their own way.

Dving ror vz Cause

While I'm on the subject of other chosen, let me clear
something up for the record. I did not kill Eddie Marrell T did
nat have him killed

Did I send him to certain death? You could see it that
woy, L suppage

This was one of the reasons the Black Panthers couldr't
hack it back in the ‘60s. They crowed abeut revalution. but
weren't able to make the hord choices necessary to achieve
wictory. They heard the word _brother_ and thought we were
toiking about family. Mot so, We were tolking about a comrade
In arms, someone who would fight beside them and koy down his
lite if necessary, on exomple for others to follow, The leader-
ship never could look ot their troops — becouse that's exactly
what they were — and be ready to socrifice them for a greater
good. Sometimes generals must send their people of f to certain
death in order for athers to succeed on different fronts,

Maorriell was what some of us coll o dud. He failed to break
down those last barriers between his conditioning and his true
mf_gmirgﬂuw}mwbnfuihgmmmﬂtmm of truth,
But he had seen the mansters for what they were, and he wanted
toassist in the revelution. All right, let's be practical for aminute.
What could Marrell really accomplish? He couldn't resist many of
the m{sp?m;urd he had ne powers of his own, just o
willingness to fight. In a serious match against o fong or evena
stub, he mﬂﬂn’?huld hiz own = hell, Mﬁ.}&? £ven see Them
coming without help. He was a liability, for the most part.

I knew one way he could contribute, thotgh. There wes
a fang I was hunting, a really clever sort who preferved 1o ket

group==my




her followers go out ond select her meals, then bring them
into the safety of her lair. I of fered Morrell The chonce ta
ploy a vital role in destraying her. It was onfy o partial lie.

I tock some time ond learned what qualities the fang
looked for in her prey, then started gn:u:ﬂni? Morrell for the
part. He took to it with enthusicsm, grote ul to be fighting
the enemy. Once he was , we set him up in one of the
areas where the brulses looked for prey. I fitted himwitha
hidden microphone and o couple of battery packs sa he could
get ingide the lair and provide “intelligence” about its loyout.

Tt toaknearhy amenth, but-the puppets finally bit. They fook
Marrell inside, and T listened corefully to everyThing he soed and
heard, Ma one Thought to frisk him. Wha would be so suicidal as
to corry @ gun info a vampire’s kair?

Pretty soon I heard The vampire's voice. Sure enough,
che mesmerized him almost at once, She toyed with himabit,
byt didn't ask any pointed questions. T waited until T heard
him cry out in pain.

Ore of the Two squares hidden in Morreil's waistband
was indeed a battery for the microphane. The other was o
half-kilo of C-3 Td stolen. Parts of the fanglanded in the park
outside her apartment building.

Diid T send him to his death? Yes. Was his death invain? MNa,
Thanks to his sacrifice, o powerful monster was destroyed.
Morell wanted to fight, and Iatﬂe him the enly chance that
would have made any kind of difference agairst the mansters.
T would da it again, if T hod to

This is not te say that I would do the same thing to
gnother hurter. At least, not o fellow revolutionary, We are
too few o be throwing our lives oway for any reason. Buf if I
were to be stuck in anether situation with one of those
manster sympathizers, I wouldn't hesitate. If the bleeding-
hearts expect to suffer, Tve got no problem fulfilling their
wish. T can't stond their damn whining. The wide-eyed “open-
minded” types like Boskworm strike me os damaged goods in
the first place — nobody can be that misch in denial without
same seripus mental prablems,

Their ability to hide would make Them good Fuicide
bombers, though.

Picos of vhe Puzite

funday, Decamber $6. Lexdinglon YMEA Lexinghon. KY. 0400 hours locs!

Moy fias 2l ¥ ammuers. We aach haves just & plecs of t Thafs probably
#1 biggest lessom the allens Infendid for us

The path to freedom from the manshens ignt ks a straighi miftary -
palgn We can® just confront he ey In & sef-piece bratthe sl destrony ham for
o/l Sma Mare monshers come info the world eveny day, becauss aar way of it
et by o theemm Mok oy cho s Ferwe Yo defeattheem physically butwe b by
hesl the workds menke! fis bo prevent hem from returning again and again

Tha facd That the allens gave each of us different and distingd powerd 10
sl e miomshers i & mieasmos all it own Wi heve o look culside oursslves
for the wlmate answers. Wa can guess 5 only a parf of the solution. We nesd
cther ideas ptfer viewpolnts o mate e whole thing work To dothet weare
aoing b e bo oubgronw our prejudices and fears We wil limarely hawve bo
\earn fa live a5 ane pecgle and Frave compasslon for one anctfer i we e sver
fo b & chvilizaSios warihy of our inkcelellar mesiors.

Diereneny Fucers of Humamry

Thre are o “sxpemdable” hardsrs W ave 3l vitel parts of the crusade.
There s a lotofback-biling s famas on te haer lisks peinting outths faws
i sach others philasophies and sHades (Maybe thers are prafeciors or
aptimisgtzon st coun Bt bafiing abaul usT} don tetaim Hhere aren tproblems
b fact | expect hem, The point is mot fo yell about It but o find grounds for
tampromissand unihg, Al of us am indlviduais. palected by the alless becauss
our apimians and beliefs ghve us fhe abiiy fo win ez rwrarld bmack from e
memshurs. Thefactthatour vigwpaints dffer sometimes radically ls 3 sign that

CHRPY IR 3 HUMTZR T hed

sl haw".'llm'l‘.tl!l_ll:ﬂd pur individus! poandas and recognize fuk every one
of the imbued ks bee called because Hhey fisve somatbing veimahle b
pomiritite, Only by warking together are we going ¥o make 3 o] ke the
imonsters can nio longer exist Wi been chesen ol monstess Thafsourrale
Ls¥s mt by b foece thiat tmske on the ofher imbesd

| e hamrd several hosror slodies” of soldiers participabing in disas
trous haonls with ksems comprised of hunbire wha had differing gosls @nd
balief. Wl ask yoursel 0d the hunt go urong becaise the ather huniers
mede poor decislons, or because you didn} agres with Heir idess and
acttvely sabokaged thelrefforts? Had you keptan apesmind sadiriedio work
within the framework of he beam. you might Fave been succesafl

Wl Fiave biind spats The othver imbued cam sea into parts ofthe problem
tFih we can' The problem is that if another hunter cant i ink the framewnrk
of o idiss snd befiafi we hevwe 5 Fard lime frusting Hham. That {5 tha read bask
¥uat e aliens have set befoms us Makethatlep of fallh and allow ofers Yo aad
Fheir knawledgs and viewpolnf o yoar pam Fhe Eact of tha mather is. witho
athers by watch yaur back soomsr e Laker s monster is going o pull samithing
sul of B bt thad you wont me coming and it will ki you ¥ you can? brust
pamenea e wshch your badk someone who s forzsed on offier aspects af the
Fuant all you'redairg i counting on luck and gell o god yjou Hrough Evenjone s
ek o oul soaner or bater, and il will onkg get you 5o fas

InvEcRAYION

s na secident it goldiars like us can have = hard Hme warkisg Wi
cne anotar. 1 hink ws're intendied bo. | see our tind a8 being the foundafion for
integrated groups of hunters. Oar delerminafion and drive forces Hha olher
imbued ahaad sad focuses Fheir efforts. | think uwee the hearl of Funter
community. pashing i on. Witfout us snd our glrength the cause |5 lost

Idmally. we should be warking in frams with hanters comgrizing 3 wida
range of viewpaints and shilities. though | realiz Bhig g kind of impractical
At Hhe very least, we showid activer seet out atber hunters w ho will betance
oar angrgy and drive. giving us a much-needed dose of parspective The
roblems thatatfer imbued have with us goleg o sxtrama lengths in tha hiist
eould probably be prevented & we had ofers b cffer edvica

What our kind reads g hurders with keem insight and compassionate
nahmw|u:-.ﬂv'ammmuﬂrﬁlnc-raggmwm'ﬁ'nmdhbeﬂhthd
lice arrvg wreapon, amd wied only i appropriate cirumsances F It o cue o
deviess wel run wikd stecking sy terget of opportuni somefimes leading o
Sheses; and nsedhess destfy For us o bemost effecTe we v bo leam o i oor
w1 fromn otfrs, o & besset bo consider el opinions before acing.

What | ould ke bo ses is a relurn fo 8 universal pressnce om Funter
net aliminading these divisive lisks that ho'e begun to forme wven firslight
Waarricsrs would then put out calls for enllaiment in 2 feam usdsr Sheir conlrel
anid gather the proger persoasal fo glve 8 wall-reamded =i of abilitles anc
viswpaoints Ve | did say thatws would be In contral The problem wikh mosi

To: firclightlist@hunter-net.org

From: willowl2
Subject: Works for Me

I'm all for this ideal Christ, if those other idiots had
just listened to me in Mogadisha, we might I';at::zﬁhm
st of there inane piece. The locals had beeny the
thasrrh of monsters for years. There was no way we werne
| going to ger them to swinch sides just because a handful
afwhite guys showedup and offered o help, 1 the others
Thad listered to me and let me make an example outof a
couple of the weaker fangs, we could have convinced ar
beast some of the But the others were too timid.
They paid with their lives. Ouly rwo of us gotout, and [
spenit three moniths in 3 hospital in Nairobi.

Count me in, Soldier. Wirh alivele help, we can

turn this whole thing sround
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armies loday is that the peapls an the growsd who have ko do He achusl
fighting don’t get to decide the besl way o do hwilr jobs | propose o fores
whersty e grunts in the field dickale how besto be guppocted i the sHack
Uncs e heams are aperational. we could use te net bo link Hatm and
toordinate organled operabions on & shate- or gven nafionusids basis

T s Cregs

Several pecple on the net have asked me my opinion
about the other imbued. T be honest: Nat all of them are
completely misquided. If a hunter is willing to wark _with_me
instead of Trying o make me follow his lnatic agenda, then
L have no problem working with him... and T can find g use far
anyone's abilities,

Since | have boen imbased T mersged ko work with quite & feu other
hurrhers. nd Fe beamed shart e sl being usehl and vaisehia visupoishe b bear
o huntand curroleind Bschburercomplsmantsanatherin ndividualuys
This includes the duds” though many fail bo coont e as part of s

Arrivues Towasd Derennens

| disagree with the attifude that those who defend are of
“lessor station” than we who altock. In o chags game. iz a rook
less powerful than o bishop? Both have their uses. The best
hatnmer in fhe woed & of lifle help when you need a sow

Rether than squabbling over meaningless notians of “sto-
tus,” we must instead strive fo infegrate our waried gifts info a
coherent whale. Charmpions can push back o creature? Excedlend
Led us feam with them so we can Slrike with impunity fram within
the defensive perimeter, LoFs work logether 1o find ways fo
TEnsELeer creatunes into untenable positions

But in o lorger sense, we need o undersiand the prodeciogs’
*preafer® purpose, What pood is # o foks fhat which you carnod
hnld‘.&whhwmmk]vmmmaﬁsqmmnummn. Orur duty
05 warriors is ko feconquer the Barth that was stalen from us <o
many ages ago. Thelr duly is fo garrisen cur reclaimed ferritory

It's very simple. We foke. They kesp

A lot of protectors have accused me of being caflous in the
pe=t. I point out that the whole recsan for my _existence_iste
set my brothers ond sisters free from inhuman . Llive,
eat, sleep ond breathe the liberation of humanity. I om nat
Fnrﬁmbywmm.demnhenlivesmlm
mmﬁﬁ.%mwﬂdlmgmrmhmmﬂmg
people wher the criminals are jmﬂng to get awaey and keep
committingcrimes. Thereare six billion peaple on the planet, and
maybe a couple thousand of us. We con't save everybody. Self-
prochimed champicns need to get that threugh their heads,

¥Yet, I do think their beliefs are admirable. OF ofl the other
imoued, I think they are the best match for us. We can
concentrate en killing the monsters, and they con back us Lip,
mdrgmui:r-o’g, in the crossfire. They just have fo learmn
that in war, die. T dor't presume to get in their bisiness,
u-dﬂu-,r#u.hﬁp'emmgﬂmn-umIfrhh:nw
profectors out there rending this who are cool with that
ment, emad me ASAP. T would be _glod to have your help.

Proleciors ane ke same iwans our befler hahves They cam show B comes-
d-mardmﬁqhmﬂamﬁnrwmhﬁ:nlhﬂurmmdamﬂm
use cantmate aloumnces for peopla reaghtin the croecfre Prolecioes ars therein
ke p thachallenge and kv cur hunts careid and sungical with e lesgtamot
ot eoliaheral damags Agab we aflen get a0 focused o= e Pt il eume fandl i i
ﬂh@mdmﬂﬂah@hﬁmh&barﬁ#
wampires, Wi focus on wiplg outa pack of dengerous and powerful mamies, bt
we don' siop o consider what kind of damage fiying debrs mightda o passeraby.
#Some om huner-net wanikd sy we woukdt can As much as | el = A
breacghé thatimpression upen oursebves) We get axasperaied s effeciive plans
mwmmmmmmMmuummmm

L)

instend ciemofionaliy weesn senifittheyarerightio beconcemed Wecantepread
suffering fust io desbey & monster or we josl perpetuaty i cycle

Cor abilfies complomant profectors’ we lash aut at e real enem, whils
thery devale [Feir anergles o protecting the hetpleas. Wit're fuwn opposite but squal
hashves of the same coin and we could stand bo kam s koifrom ore anothar. st
aswecantaliow cursshes io commil wanten scis of destruction profaciors can
be permitted o It temma waste fime and energy I counfiess dafensiw ingage-
ments whare tey rush from denger spet o danger spok rescuing vickma. yet
tting e parpstrators gel awsay Thaonig sy lostopa criming| from cammiting
crimes is b shap K by whafever means necessary

When these fwo ideals are balanced we can destroy the enemy in 5
preclee surgical manner, wids minimizeg chvillan asd hesfer casualiies Fiwe
wn leam b do Hhaf roulinely. accepling compramise and respecting one
anathar's viewpaiss the war is 58 good as won

Rvvivudgs Y owas Imocenrs

Oh, my God. These naive wanders amaze me. How con they
see the monsters for what they are and not be repulsed? It
pisses me of f fono end that these “hunters” know the harrible
ﬂwgsﬂmmbmmntnpmplamchaﬂmdw_mm
refuse to demand revenge. They say they want te keep on open
mind, Well, Im‘rn'mmkadu fong wha was keeping o stable
ef young boys ina =-out aparfment building. He would feed
on o different ane each night, ond then spend the rest of the
night forcing the kids to.. _amuse_ him, How would yoll_
interpret that? Wos the son of o bitch just misunderstood? T
can assure yeu I kept an open mind — I was open to all kinds of
ways fo wipe the fucker of f the face of the Sarthl

There are fimes I think Christ was a just another
bleeding-heart, but really, I think he wes one of these
misguiced fools. The lamb frying to understand the wolf. As
far as I'm concerned, they're wasting the gifts they've re-
ceived, and they're a danger to any right-thinking chesen wha
hoaoks up with them. Their l'r'di;a.s idess will get everyone
around them killed .. or worse. Mark my words.

W sre quicit bodismigs these urdersas foolsh or rtve. Thatrutfls Fay e
nefifer Thess optimists ane nathing mare or less Ban hunfers whoare compltsly
fres from prejuudice What makes fem theaatening bo us & that ey foroe = do
chalinge cor own prejudices and beefs. which 1 think & Feir primary purposs,

Uptimists alsochalnga theway in whish we seethe monshess What fsome
of Them caw be changed? What if ey weee wiling i iy another palfy, § anly
sameong woild be wilieg io shou Hem e wagT On the surfsce Be ideg sourds
ridruicus bubframkly whos bosay it natpossible™ The value of the opfimisia i #hat
theymakeus Mmmﬁdrmaam1wmﬂulﬂumhwwmnw
thatmaking assumphions sboutFuenemy iss sre ey lnerdupdaad orcorrupled

Another important fact that we bend bo forget when we diamiss apti-
mists iz thiat ey re <Hll imbued They want b stop the manstsrs &5 much as
v do. bul are willing fo consider difsrent mitheds of dolng ea Their ideas
might sesm unorhodax, bat from %ime o time Wy can coms up with
ingightfal brilllant ways of defesting monsters without raising a finger

Whiks bold me abouta wampire who had influsnce in the music imdustry
Tha creature was dangerous and well-profected. Whils she was gatharing
Informatiom om & she learned that the fang had designs an & certain singer
Apparentiy a rival soughto rain the woman, justio splte White's target Whil
spent same of her savings bought a round-trip Sickel b Maral and arrenged
far i singer to “win an all-expemses-pald s b Hawak” Wish sama fast-
talking. shs was zble to gat the singer on  plane in the course of a singls day
end aliminated say traces of Bhe womans departure. When Bhe vosmpines
ssoke Hhe singer had vanished By the Fme the singer rehurmad o e elly.the
rote find gona bo war. One was destrayed. The other e spifleful unemy| weas
weakesed by Fhe point that While was abls i kil # direcHy.

What optimists o lack is sohid grozed beneath their foct Laft o their own
mmmmnmmg;mmmmwm
b waluable bo cxtimists ba bringing theirafiomts back an back fcusing e on
bata and B best ey b win it



N

Rrrivudes Towsad Jubges

| can understand on urge fo shudy our quarry. Undesstanding
is necesszany fof the safést and maost efficient exfincfion. | con alsg
undersiand an urge fo redeem our prey- that is kind, Christion and
il recognizes the possibifity of sabvafion even in the cleventh hour

What | conniot undesstand is fhe armogance If iakes io stand forfh
o sary, 1 will judige themm. | will decide wha lives and who dies " This
is hwbns, Ty friend. They ®all* must die.

Agents of the Highest Power have chosen us, and our propes
pince is fo humibly do oue duty. It 5 nel ko sef ourselves up in pede,
rot fo choirn God's prerogative as ouwr own We conniok judge fhe
damned, They hove been judged already — and condemned, Wiould
wau sod yoursel! a5 some court of appeals? Would you comed fha
aversights of *God Almighty®? B is blassherry fo the point of being
ridicudous, You're lke o fleg whao thinks he is the dop'™s masher.

i ome measons ftom use, i seems cleor fhot the disfinct
mirocles we were given hove purpases in o larger plan, You have
the powers of discemenent. Good for you, But thot doesn't mean
VOUT pUMpese 18 to judpe os ®you® see Bl Pethaps vou'ne the
winnowing fan Fhed separales fhose whowill repent and Bherefore
eam o merciul death, from those who reman obdurate and wha
eam a vengeful deadh. Don't presumie that you have e ght o
mete oufvears and days of exdsience fo fhese loofhsomme *things*.
That |5 mot doing your duty. Thot is shitking it

If !;a:pm didr't waste so much damn fime on illusions of
_guilt_ond _innocence_ they would be excellent gssets to the
hunt. Their ability to detect monsters is invaluable, but T've
never seen a group of people more tight-assed inmy life, Those
wha Smmm”m o be stiff-necked and totally unwilling
to subordinate their will for the greater good, If the directive
doesn't come from their own lips, it's automatically suspect
Even inthe rare coses of lowgivers wha don't try fo dictote every
miove of o hunter team, they sHll have the ability Te make battie
plang come Toa screeching halt over some pointiess technicality

T will sy that they are moral and respectoble individuals, and T
value that highly, But right now we just con't afford To be
warrying chout fechnicalities, We have encugh o worry abouf,
like the best way te kill o fang with a car bomb,

(nar kind noeds the tempering hasd of justics o keep our angerin check
The rage and Faked we il boward e enemy someSmes betrays us
causing ue o lash ouf g1 the helpless and undesarving We should sbways
have fustices in our midst kind of e MPa. and we should trest their
determination b mebs punishment b hose who desere #

| will b 8he first ¥ admit that | somefimes dissgres with 3 justices
dacision but everiytima | doi#'s on B basls of emotion, ot resson, Thers am no
fruby “imnacant manshers. bk the degres Jo which we must punish B mesl
gult e soops oftheir crimes. fus ama too hassh §f wi hasden our soufs focolo
rrusthy, we risk becoming much lkethe creatures we Fave swom o defeal We
end up polsoedeg the emironment as badly asthey daand eould one day create
monsters worss Hhan amything we curresfly faoe

Jusfises must also bawlusd for their abithy b rule on Feir fetlow humers
withifzimessand equality Hoanssabove arisks of corruphion Noore sty
i o eing Bl abilllies for power. revenge or maferis gain | heard of &
gt Bhal robbed banks In Ueh. oelensbly bo ford their cpersfions uss s
ustics who evertnally fracked down e ndivideals Involved and defermined
that Hay wer molvaied moee by gresd Han duly. The criminals were. sadly
illed in 2 series afconfrontations with e josion bt sy e fife-sioen money
s returmed fo s gt owners Cas gou imagine whatmight heve happened
#na one had infervensd and Heee crimes had confimaed? Dur comsie mighl heve
b corrupled from within,ss more and mofe el imbued hunters wers ored
fréo the prospects of sasy manay and power, We would have found oursshes
figitrting our fallows bumers every bil 25 moch a5 e monshes

Pomverssly. e as warriors acto belance Hheos MPs From faking Hhair rok
fo e, We cant afford an Inquisfion i oot midst whees peaple wiifs pethy
agentiss can weck our eforts il & couple of wel-placed mccosafions As
soldiers. we serw bo keep offiers In check and s thad they use Bir powens
accordingly Az long as both sides vphold their respansibiliies. we can beneff
from & feir and impartial sysem of b within and wifou cor rEmks
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Arrirudes Yowasd Magyyes

May | just say that you make me sick? Your puling seli-pity is
fike o millstome argund vour neck, and it will drog you o Hell f you
ket i, " feel bod when | 6l comupt umans.” "Wy L bas been
wrecked by seeing the encery,” "My powers are lling me ™ 1, me,
Frvimae,... whio cares aboul you? You think *you® suller® What abaut
those children sucked dry by Safan's minions — of worse yel, thase
conderrmed iy live enslaved, their wills broken by urmatural fus?

Youwere colled by “God*, You hove been given o chance (hal
genenations of faithtul have begaed for — o mission from the Loed of
Hosts. In doing God's will thete can be nothing bof salvation. Pul
aside your narow, selfish. human viewpaint and fnust in God's plon
for you. God will provide. God will profect. A mene human Eefime
is legs fhan an eyeblink fo the Bernad King, and it showld be hanoe
and joy enough for any man io advance God's plan — even af fhe
price of suffering, [0ss and deafh.

It 5 @ greater joy to die as God's slove than lo Live s the
pregtest of mere men

Suck it up, peaple. That's what T have to say to these doom-
and-gloom types. How like: this ever managed to get the
wakee-up is beyond me, but if the warld can hove wide-eyed wonders,
T guess these lasers aren't too for of f the wall, What is there to
fieel guilty about? If someone tried to kill me, I wouldr't feel bod
about defending myself. There is o big difference between using
the ‘s tocticsand actually_embracing  them T gowithwhat
works, I it sometimes, but if it gets the job I don't
hesitote. These pecple destroy alitte bit of themselves with each
morester they toke out. It's insane, There are enough things out
there frying to kill us without actively helping them along!

I will sy that I have met some really hard-core bleeding-
hearts, people who hove token the stance that by accepting the
wakee-up, they ore olrendy dead, so they're willing fo do absalutehy
N mi;E_Tl:l destroy the enemy. Whenyou're already dend, you
have nothing to lese. These are some scary folks, but worth some

I admire their soorifice, evenif L oon't work with them
When they go down, they'll pull everyone oround down with them,

Hembers wiha befieve n seff-sscrifice recognitze e lesgife o which we mst
gt destreny the worlds urmshurs| erestures Thiry are offen compassionste and
peaceful and they dartes their oum sonls o help Heir fallow humans five a hefier
I W crfficizs Fem 2 lok bl the bt s Bay Fere made s horrbls chaios for Ha
bes possible revsons: sed we should respect inshesd of Adiculs Haie pein

Thess husters remmind us that our schioss scar aur souls Mo one cam ook nfo
Phee bt e Fort by i Bl meming e dnrimess Inside thervsebves Ws bind of e Hat
relgiousmythcalled stomats Theyweerthedamagelo Bt sools wham svemgons
cansea Fanolan shempd ot phy Fea umming forwbets happening s all whether
us et o acknowledge for nok

W soldiors need e Inslghts offiess imbued mors Bhanany other, becauss
szt e m ot Bleely b boss cor Fromaniy w tfiout ever browing it Were the
ones most [icedy o bose our sanfly after onetoo many bafies. These fusbens are
Eliuangs isilling bo ghve ofthemsstess o Felp olhers We cysically soy e 0 wey of
warlouing i self-plky and anget I donthelimvs thatatrue, bubwhah it ues T Wauld
Ihmake theirgifsany kees valuabie? Wihen ey bko on asnotherspainistanyless
masmingful? We as crusaders are sa angry and bitker 2t the corruption of he
et el we haven na faith in #he virtus of alrulsm. ewen when we e e bood
with our oum etes. Thal's something fhase Tosers” can feach we ol Wi could afl
shand |n semember cor huminihy once in & whis

Thess Furters need us aemuch 2o e nosd $em butud] deny e mach aswe
ey Thaay momed cusrcourage and strength, Thiey need oerdefancein B Sace ofiermr
i courferbalznos eir cun wes of dessoir: They femper our hest we werm Feir
aeniie Fenghyoawaodnewerfeartiem admif Theyssed somethingiohebesinand
1w can be Fal Hing

Rvrivunes T owaro Redeewers

Ripsaw, don'l be oo hard an Doclor and Blessed far their
hopes thof our enemies can be "cured”™ —or, to use o betterword,

savied, Mothing is beyond the power of God. 1'd think we'd all
realize that by now. Ayear ago, nome of us could conjure fire, halt
demans with o word or even see the predofors who slalked us.
Mow that these things are possible, who are we fo say that the
redernption of g i could never happen?

1 honor and respect these people for their most Cheisi-like
efterrts bo minisher jo the fallen It is o kindness beyond mmy power
F'mi sure they'll o fo Heoven when fhey die

Have you ever considered that this mright be fhelr function
within the divine scheme? If's clear o me fhal we all have our
SERGIGEE purposes In Bwe Hell War, and are blessed with the
powirs v nieed for our basks. The dask of the kindly ones is bo offes
sabeation, H'snot an easy redernption — keok af Blessed's acoount
of his deadily cure of the varmpire woman. True deafh is the cost
of redemption for fhese illers, and few will pay thal price. bul the
chance is there for fhose who genuinely repent

I do mot ernvy these erciful people, bul | fespect them. They
@ in a8 much danger as amy of us, offering kindness o serpents
that bite their hands. | point thelr purity ow fo those who whine
about the pain of the hunt. To these complainers | say look 1o the
confiessars. You could have fheir burden: e burden of kindness.

These people are more frustroting than the wide-eyed
types, as for as I om concerned. We're dealing with mansters
here, netwild animaks, They con't be taught new tricks. They can't
be persuaded to live in peace with the rest of us. If could
have done that they never would hove enslaved us, would they?
Trying to save the bensts anly opens us up to explaitation and
betroyal We can't trust the enemy, They are masters of lies ond
deceit, By the some token, we can't frust these confessors. After
that whole mess in Syroouse, Twasafraid these hunters would szl
us out to the mansters in the vain hope that they could be saved.
Amytime there igo confessorinag feam, youalwoys have towonder
where her real loyalties liz

The frustrating thing. of course, is that their abdities 1o heal
ore soi valuable. We desperately need that ot times. If
there were confessors out there more concerned with taking
core of their fellow hunters, T would keep one around in a
hearthent, But the problem with such on i that it's
urpredictoble and vulnerable o ruthless minds. These hunters
have the patential fo be fraitors. Workwith thematyour ownrisk.

If tFse Feandars are cight, ther's hopa for us all

Ive ot a ik of admirston for aniyons who hinks ey ces Aeala fang Bwn
finey aredesd weong land Tm s ey arel you Fene o admire someons who fas
It shwer balls o maks Fe afespt Thess hurers am fe frus saviors among Ba
imbusct both in body and spirft and we need o undershand ik Sir idess s just
&g vaild &8 our oun. s f aur principles offes confict After all whel §ihey really
arw figh#? Can e afford notho # leag? fry fo find cuff

lunderstund where Hay re coming from. Fmonsters aee the bypeodoct of
mugman hale and msery, wihal happens I oo combat that with hesling amd
recanciafion? Woold f change & monsler's basio nalure? Woild # desbeoy
thamT Wheo incws? EBher way, fs a seduckive idea. for all the rght ressons
Thtir acfioes might haal the whole wodd somedsy snd wsher in fhe mew age
We cus o them o provids all e sapport e can.within rasan The fsk we
face iz & hesler whase compassinn has gofian intheway of his better judgment
H pubs tfar unters af rist in an sfiempt o save s monsher. We hiave o be e
omes wha rein the healers in when ey loss perspective. Even uwith the best of
Inderdians, e is no subsiists for 3 B9 healhy sospiclon

Huzabers fall us that #5 never foo lele. Even for thoes of us whe have glwn in
b e corrupttve fouch of the mensbers, hees s ill o way beck ko humanathy fe
Fazard of bealer ams that how dedicated themsebves fo rehabilisling brukes.
Thay e only had a few socoesses so far. but Shink of thess fw peapls wha haw
bewn saved. wihanallwewould havedone weas degtroy them, Theimphealions ar
imcredibla when yos think about it sspacially whin jou consider how many of
our besl gad brightest Fave became monshers’ puccets. Nat only do these
“deprogrammens” sve lves. bt they leam more and mors eveny day abood rols
and hows o fight thees




ftetes courngs ko put yoer |ife on the Ing fo save someana wha wauld
st s pocs bl wau We o 1t bo thess peopls o support Ehekr alempls af
uviry opporhesfhy.andbo profecithem ushen the best of mlenBions go sourana
true evil renrs its ughy Fead I the enemmy wanks o pet s claws o them. =
gaing fe have o go Hhrcagh us first

Bryivudes Y ownrd Yisionanics

When | hear balk aboud @ "newway,” | become veny uncamio-
ahde, I'tm ambivalant. On ane hand, it Seems clear 1o me that the
powers given ho our sedf-styled "prophets” do indeed serv 8o gather
informniation and provide insigh inko our prey. Allwell and good, But
| see o evidence thal thess powers are meand 1o “bing us doser”
forour enemnies an any kind of ermaofional level The point is fo isolale
weaknesses so thot ofhers can explod feme s notf fo develop
emnpatry, symipathy of pity for creatures thot have nofhing buf the
ultimate perdifion of humanity @0 mind

Thase whao claimm ko have vislons are in o dongerous pasifion
| ke aan engimeer once. He was a peactiul manwho hated war
with o passion. He was offered o job by o company thal made
fighter jets, and he lumed it down becouse of his bediets, But he told
me, “You have fo understand thal io on engineer, those planes
weie *begutiful®, " Despite his disgust for their punpose, he could
appreciate them deeply on another level

That's when | fear peophels. When they bacome 50 prooccu-
pied with their insights fhat they lose sight of the ultimate goal
Sometimes spies can almost become convinoed fhaf (hedr cover is
e, They prefend for foo long and slan ke befieve their own bes
Dion't ket this happen fo you. Mever forget that this is o war, and that
fhie creafurs vou shudy foday must be klled some day, Pechaps not
fomacrow of nesd week, but sooner i preferable o laker, | conmot
believe in compromise on This.

The most cbvious example of fhis i, of course, Bookwomm3s
| respect the dasa be's gathered, but there is no doubt in my mind
that he has lost his perspecive. His prejudice shines m his own
wards. Bven fh lemplress who crippled him still gets o kind word!
1 is plain o e that these creatures howe himn spelfoound. EBven his
ally “Purple.” who seems 50 Innocuous, is first met theough et

Boalkwodm, doa't habe me for ielling you fhe truth, You peed ko
ol yoursslf off from these things unil you regain your perspective.
You've bost your way, Don't lnse your soul on fop of it —of your fife.

Oy, T admit, I con't figure these people out. They're
excellent sources of information abeut the enemy, I mean
_excellent_, but ot the some time they seem to spend more
time worrying about the bigger picture than the immediate,
ife-threatening detoils. You would think that with all they
know about beasts, they would be a litHe more concerned with
pulling of f the hunt and getting out with a whale skin,

I guess it's safe to soy that they make me a fitthe uneasy,
alwoys asking so many questions. I meon, what's there to
urderstand? The monsters ore the enemy and must be de-
stroyed. T have yet to find a navel-gazer who didn't agree with
this, ot least in principle. But when they go of f into lo-la land
and get that strange lock in their eye, I can't help but warry
about what they're thinking

As long as you can keep them focused on the job at hand,
Euﬁ:un'? ask for a better comrade. "Knowing is half the

{e.” It's a cliche, but it's true, Mavbe it's more than half

The trick is ﬁ:;ilng them to ask only the questions you wont

onswered. T 't figured aut how to do that yet. But I don't
have a problem working with them as long as they give me the
info I want, when T want it

I've heard loés of paople on hunber-net ask where Bis 5 all headizg It
seams fo me el There are peopls amosg us whe are like army rangers or
pethfnders. Thay shedy the siluston. look for problems and rout Hhiss aut
b the rast of us march in. The differesce la. swrrangers studs the whals
war, almast befare i rven breaks oul

CHAPYIR 3:HUNTZR T I3

| it nur patf dinders see mare fian we do during the wake-up. | s
Hey oot = glimpse of sometfilng big but # fades lie & dream efier e first
mamenta of B lesbaing Afer Fhat ey constanly inybawork cutthe meaming
of whet they s Whabsser If s they face. ffs own bigger fen ihe creaturs
bafore hem or bigperthan slmostany creture faced [ster becavsa that il
wigham hammits them Haermsfer. e Vo they re frying fo figume oot wha and whst
ffigy = and we —are and whafs in gore for fhe fefume

When pathfindars share their insights they can be incradible souarces of
irdarmation about the ensmy and ths activisies The price of #is infelligenca isa
comgtentstresm af questians and interpretstions of sihmsons and evenfs [ hass
imbusd almoet never seem b soosph evenls &l face valus. looking for further
mieaning even whan a monster's clawe mean imminend desth We donl seed o
knaw every angle of a problem o atheek § bt some pathfinders do

Famgers are valhuable o the hust because they chaliamgs our inhirpreta
Hons of events. They make ug look gt Fhings from difforent perspeciives.
Bormatimes their absarvations are faollsh or pointless. Cthertimes thay hesch s
& great deal Brows wsas e first hanier | know whao speculsbed that dferent
buras of monslers might actually prey an one anotfer. or st least fight for
furting groands or territary. i hafs e we might get the mansters o do car
vtk for ns Bven if thair tFeories don shusays pan oul & palifinder can be sm
aurglent sounding board for our own Houghte 2 devls sdwcste whose
apiion e cas brust o be unblased

Parhaps all the stergaring whl pay off one day. Pathfinders seem bo think
ahes and maybe plan forthe dey Hete monshers ae defeated W here sl waga
o Bere? How wil we sheckard Famanihy o #s sveréosl destnig wilf e sliens?
Biter et b will become of us onos he manshers e besten Brown speculmisd
Hhaat e reonisters will ahesrs be hers b some degree. znd hunfers will aluays e
needed to keeo them in check Maybe hes right bnd personally | hops sok

{iur tind are tha hore and now the cousterpaind o fhe pathfnders
ohmession with ldess and speculabion We need o focus tham. like e
opBimists, o the kst af hand I we cem leep heir minds on the datsils that
matter. we all cam banefit from Eheir theorles

Arvivudes Y oward BysyaNDERS

Riggerll, your word choice clearly shows your disdain lor
those who heard fhe call and who wese infially afraid. You coll
them Eailures and "duds” and contempt drips from each word in
your message. Clearly you think you could never be as they are
— that you could never feel the paralyzing grip of fear?

D't be 50 sure. Pride goes befone B fall, my friend.

Yo wens confronhed with evil and you octed, and for fhatyou
should be commended. Bud fhal doesn't mean those who failed
should be condammed, It is @ greater bogvery for them ke continue
fo fight, 1o struggle fo redecm fheir previous macfion. Thete &5
nothing for us in God's word if not second chances — fthe secand
chance ghven to Adam, bo Kirg David end to all of us through Chiist
lesu=. If o man who stumibled once refurms o the fight, he should
b= admined and welcomed, not oast aside os worfhless. Riscasier,
| fnimik, for fhose of us who have the blessings and peolection of fhe
Hearalds to be "heroes” in the Hell War. We are ammed. Those wha
join our sida without such protection are more vulnesable by far.
Iretead of ouf conltempd, fhey deserve our respect and profedion,
for they have seen the dadkness ond hove *no* profection, and
fhew [oce Ihe battle amyway. That kaith and couroge is vast. | con
only hope fo measuee up

I feel sorry for those people wha con't quite accept the
wake-up. Most of them remember their experience with the
monsters, and Tﬁf live with the guilt of their inoction every
moment of t I know _exocthy_ how that feels, and I can
sympathize. Many of these people seeik us out afferward, trying
to find ways to contribute. Some are useful in that they have

or connections that can be exploited to continue the
hunt, I have heard of ane such person in California who i quietly
backing several dif ferent hunters ocross the state, My attitude
is that they deserve our understanding and our respect. It's
hard encugh for ug to go affer the enemy — imagine doing it




HUMY ZK 800K AYINGIR

ot firelight list@hunter-net.org
rom: crusader] 7
Subject: Re: Expendable Youth
Trucker, you're upset that your partner died, and
rightly so. It's always painful when people feave you,
especially people you rely on. Bur you have to realize
thar Walker has gone on to a betrer place-
Don’t torment youtsell, You say vou feel guil
e s lpl:ﬂ.lEl'.ﬂ"l."l"l"l!’l:t F-l.]l' i.EﬂlfﬂlaT"ld'l.HIW' o ¥
Your life honaors her sacrifice. As long as you're alive,
fighting in the Hell War, het death continues o in-
crease in impormance, Every monster you kill, every
demaon you destroy makes her sacrifice more valid, Bat
even without you, her death s imporrant. Dying w
destroy these creatures is the grearest sacrifice any of us
can make, Remember the Good Book, “There is no
greater love, than o give up one's life for a friend.” She
walked with Christ, dying to save all humankind.
You also say vou feel selfish — that when you think
of bier, you find yoursell thinking of the things she could
do for youe Tsn't thar natural? When you think of her
e ting you, helping you, saving you — aren't those
all expressions of her love for you! | believe in a happy
afterlife. | *have® w. If | didn't, I'd go mad or sink back
o depression. | believe with all my heart that she isin
perfect bliss right now. Youdon'r need to pity her or feel
bad for her. You feel bad for yousself because you're
ffering frinm the loss of her. That's ordinary. ‘We
moum thar way hecause we're imperfect and short-
ighted. Know what!? It's okay, God loves us anyway.
| , yo sy youl feel despair over the tactics of
he “1t's almost as if they *desiened™® some of us
bas martyrs 1o die in the pursuit of the Most Dangerous.”
Well, what if they did? You see this as appalling
jand depressing, bur your view is not thar of God.
Remember God's words wo Job — “Where wast thou
when [ laid the foundations of the carth?
| think dyingfor the cavse wis the only salvation for
alker. Her own posts indicated her confusion, fear
Fipte mw- Pl'.&lﬂpﬁ lf.ﬂ.'lt’d m'l'ﬂd ﬂ'lﬂ"l"f'ﬂ.ll-lj
- m&nﬂ mmmaﬂ in sir, instead
of in glorious virte, iving her that cholce was
Shie's not the only one, either. Make no miscake, had
Oiod chesen He have given us all the ability o kill
our eremies with a plance. He could simply have washed
them from the Earth with a second deluge. Bur He made
it hard tor us, 50 that we could have the opportunity for
true virtue, the chance to truly be like Chnse. | suspect
that those who are given powen of sacrifice are all
destined ro either die as heroes of the Hell War or o
i1 utter shame,
Narurally, [ wouldn't post this theory on the
ain list. T doubt that many are ready to hear ir.
Bur... doesn'r it explain a lot?

B bing- it

storknoked. Thave a lot of respect for e willing o do that,
and I will be hoppy o occept whatever help they can affer, The
best part about these people is that they hold hunders in such
high regard that they ore easily led, and can serve a5 a veluohle
support netwerk far cur cperations. Do not turn them owey for
afy reason. They con all be useful ot ane time or another

| dost see the hads a5 felled honters | ek the aliess created Hem
Inferdionaty boserw a vital funclion inthe overall campsign. Theirlsck of ability
nataraliy foras tham b fhe sidelines ofthe batle and Bhis puts them in Fha sols
of dlemt winasses aven histarians n & usay They belisw in what wee daing
and are eager to help in any wey they can Thair lves have been profasdly
changed gad | Bhink they are the first examples of the saw generstion. cur
ambassadors b the rest of Bhe world iwhes the bete is won and Earth mus
taks fhs first hesitant steps bowward contacling cur alian benafactnes

Thereiza hint i s peopleofife chalengs we will face onedag They
are e ua. yel weaker than e Can we pubaside our powers end lefihem ke
ine lemd hedping shaphernd the rest of mastind focard understanding? B will
parbaps betha ulimatelestof all we have eoperiomosd. Hheulimate challesge
fo our makurfly Bs leadere.

-2 "dud” soeks us owt and offers us help. we should sccept with
Fumitihy, This b an sct of eourage grenter Hhas whatthe Messengers require
of ite and we shauld give Hem the resgect they deserve. We shauld leta the
Hme and effortlo ansawr questions and holp ham ondersiand the truth abest
the wordd they live In. because one day ey, net ux will have the fate of the
womd i Fhilr hands

Rrrivues Yowred Ovice Rvoncens

I'm dishurbed ond even frightened by fhe dissenton and
aarogance | see hene, The idea of a separohe mailing list for those of
s with similar perspectives sesmmed liee o good ideo ol fiest, bl now
I'mmniot 50 sure. | fhought the purpose of splitfing off on our own like
Bz wos o discuss the Bner points ond loctics of our unique
bles=ings, without wasting (he tme and affention of our fallow
Irribued (alhaugh | see them piping up omanestus, avwey), Mo
than that, | hoped that fhis Bst would peonvide greater solidarity and
hellovwship amang wamriors. nsleod, | see fendencies fhat might
separge us fom the main body of the ofhers

Wiath, you should be oshamed! Your strug insisience Fal
we are the "natural leaders” of our kind not ondy reeks of the sin
of pride, it has absolutely no bosiz in cheervable foct If amvything.
U porwers Uil s best b be point men, the first oftockers in the
breach — nof fhe penerals and master planners. i anyone i
selected by the Heralds fo lead, it's probably fhe jusfices, even
though | fear fheir purpese 5 misread by their own membership,
(1 dom't think their pefceplion powers were given so they could
decide whether o Ell or nol, but 1o priortize among fargets of
ditfering threal. But thol's really off fopic.)

I don't think any one group wos chosen by the Herolds 1o
specifically leod, If there was supposed to be o dear, obvious
leader, nome of us would doubd it Me, | doubt plendy. We're all
supposed b work fopether. Declaring thof one group is “fhe
grongest” of "the most blessed”™ or "the chosen leaders” i anly
poimg fo play indo the bands of our enemies, who've already
divided and congquered most of the human roce!

What con T soy? We're the only hope this world has
Somehow, we re going to hove toleom o lock past our dif ferences
if we're ever going To get together and really make the revohution
a reality. After all, this list is intended for us, the imbued wheo
seem to understand ench other ond what it's all abour

It's all ideclogy. To be who and what we ore, we have to
_stand_ for samething, Without that, we're nothing but o
bunch of hard-nosed killers. But belief cuts bath ways, The
tighter we hold to ocur couses, the stronger we are. Look ot
Crusader. The brother doesn't look like o stane-cald killer; it's
his faith that gives him his power. It's an ilkusion, sure, but that




doesn't matter. It _works | But the dewnside is that the more
hard-core the warrior, The more exclussonary he is. He won T
fight beside heathens. Or women, Or biacks. These people’s
strength isolotes them at a point when we need them most.

And on The other end of the spectrum you have revalu-
tionaries whowant to include _everybody_ Factis, thereare
other warriors out there whe do more harm to us thon good,
Wedon't have the time or energy to put up with their bulishit
It's that simple. Thes kind of avenger is just s committed as
everybady else, ond T bet they will eventunlly come around
once they've been burned once or fwice. I just hope they
survive The experience.

What we need ore true believers, people who ore willing
to see this thing through and of the very least set aside ther
differences until after we've won back our home. T'd like to
think I'm one of those people. If vou ploy straight with me,
Ll ploy straight with you You stick To the jeb ot hand, and
I've gotyour back, no matter what. If you'll go to hell and back
fo take o monster down, Tl be right there with yau,

Count an it

Kightnoras cur remkes sre composet of a oallaction of opinionated loners | hage
Bank wusll s b i Fing oof Hhar gl

Ienouws fem natabone in my beliefe There ane ofher soddiers ot there who
se2 he need for cooperation and lesmusork. and are capable of seffing aside

miegrated hsams libe | have praposed magbs we can start fo convince e
rest Nothing is .'|_||ih| A5 NTEUASY 25 SUDiREE.

Mostsoldiers are simply oo shebborm snd single-minded fntabe advice
or Instrection from others. no matter iwhe ey are | espedt MesphisBl for
her';'-:n:\-'nprr-—'-slrlg determinaBon. but the fact of the matter is trat no ane
can do it alane. We can't wark with one another for loey before conflicling
=} e and agos neh each othertha wromg Wy, e cant uork wefth ourowm
tind whoalss = Fere T | hope thal cver ime peopte like Mamphis will seethe

CHAPTER 3 HUNTER TILS

Subject: Spare me your fucking piry
From: memphistl
Tot firelightlist@huncer-net.org

Boy, it sure makes my.old hones all ringly o think
you're hoping and praying | see the lght and join you
on your bullshis crusade. Spare me your pity. ['ve got
corns older than vou. Hnow how this waorld works s lot
berter than vou ever could, with your white-bread
background and vour TV sensibilities. It doesn't mke
a genius 0 see how you and your bleeding-heant
bisddies are orying to drive our stouggle into the ground.
If you want to leave the lisr and head back over mo
hunter-net, be my goest. Be sure to ssy o mo all the

vampires creeping around over there.

simpfe loglc {n sesiing out mors compatible imboed. eves I it seans sws
auwing sama nride
| Ferwa Tesis: aope for the fruly hard-core hypes among s | admire Cro-
sader | T, end [d work with him aosin in a hearfhant bud Fe i ome of That bread
uhoes perecmality and belisfs cunnol admil the validiy of sngone slse s vear-
point K fils ey or B higFauay $ue canteondone someof s aliludes we can
ot ket respect his infegriy We should alwaigs meki s place for iim end ofners
ike him i our counsils =0 o spesk: but i he ts determined o b and die by bis
idealz. it really Isst for us foiny b0 stop him. W just hove o remember it the
assence-of the alens mesesge & growdh and maturfy Hunlers whose mindsamd
rersonalities ame inflaxible Sovaard others will beforred b go it alone | habe lo sy
% bt o day i momslens will gel them imstead of e otferwey sround W will
remember Hielresmaes and their pacrifics and hoes o e He lesson of i loss
Arowdh aed change are mever painlss

. W,
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For every batde of the warrior is with confused noise, and
garments rodled in blood; but this shall be with bumning and fuel of frre.

— lzaizh 95

asks questions about our existence: Why were we
creqted? ore we supposed to do? What is our purpose? The
obvious answers lie in the short ferm and are clear o warriors such
as curselves Ta the warlds monsters. However, fighting

battles suagests thereisa wbugwugtdmﬂrmtmw
% our

we conask of ourselves as ovengers in that strungle are:
fate in the war for humariy and the world, and cor we win?

Ak these questions often enough of yourself, and survive
enough days and nights of thes miserable existence and you begin
to form your oananswers, Forme, it'sall ploin. Weare here tocreate
areturn toa better time. An older, wiser time when everyone lived
inpeace. Wi ore here ta fight a revolution in 's minds, ond to
apen them fo the power and passibilities locked inside. This is about
kalling the nightmares, This isabout iberatian, This isobeut areturn
to-on Old World Order, the very oldest of them all

Our ultimate purpose is not written in stone. It's a choice

we make with the powers we've been given, and The conviction
we feel in our hearts, Hoven't we as ||fg':'h:lng warriors felt that
thiz world wos wrong, _tainted_ somehow? Haven'T we paid the
price far our beliefs, sacrificing everything for the sake of our
principles? Tl tell you right now that I may not agree with all
of you out there, but you are my brothers and sisters in the
struggle (yes, even you Saldier91), and I respect you for your
courage to stand up for what you believe in. You've oll been
through hell and kept on gaing, and that says a lot about you.

We hove owakened o the lie our fothers and forefothers
hove lived This knowledge and the power it bestows carries an
implicit responsibility fo use it for the betterment of others. We
hizve o mission to cheanse this world of the forces that control it,
g0 our loved anes can live ina better world, o ploce of real equolity
and ity, free from beings that seek to preyonus. It's that
y&ﬁ:g:m dif ficult, and it could take oll cur lives to complete.
Marwy of us may never live to see it become a reality. That's akay,
If I fall, T know there will be others To take my place,

If we are ever going To succeed, we have fo harden
ourselves to the realities of this struggle. We warriors hove fa
put our compassion and pity aside. We have To harden our
hearts to feelings of loneliness ond despair. We must be

tomake sacrifices, ond we MUST accept i1 if and when
the lass of life must be our own. This is o war we hove te fight
alone, and we con't falter, no matter how painful the price.
Hopefully, our exomple will convince the rest of the chosen
that our way is the right ene. We connat and will not force them
to accept the truth. They have to come to it themselves

T iz Revoturionary PLan

The struggie to free Earth from inhuman deménation can
be broken down into three basic steps:

The liberation of government, industry and media from
inhumen confrel. At present, our ohility fo toke the battle to the
monsters is serioushy hampered by the foct that they possess all
the major centers of contral in modemn society., make and
enforce the lovwes control our lvelincods, and dictate what infarma-
fion we receive and how we receive it, These ore the primary fools
by which the mensters ore oble to condition successive generations
into blindness ond meekness, The first stoges of the revolution
should be 1o lecate the creatures that exercise influence in these
arecs ond them o quickly and efficiently as possitle. This
is to include ory and ofl humaon soulless who willingly ossist or
colleborate with the monsters for ther own self-interest or

in. Once thes shep has been ished, we con use
mlﬂ“iﬂﬂ mg:m. nfmfhnum mmcimwumm' hyand
beegin o careful re-education of the general public.

Mobilize human assets to assist in o worldwide hurt. Once
we have estoblished firm corfrol ower national governments, we
could ploce the regular ormed forces and palice ot our dispasal, to
mnfmﬂwmuﬂniranﬂirilgm?ms.ﬂmgemdgﬂ!cmmbe

ized to report on unisual or suspicious activities amang
:ghnm.mirgnmm-m—meﬁm Ultimately,
ary known or suspected izers or individuals whe profited
from inhuman domination would be gathered for o triad by their
pesrs to determine guilt or innocence. Depending on their crimes,
such indiiduals be put o death or sentenced for a period of
fime te a re-education or work focility.

Establish an irferim . Orce the present struggle has
ended, themembersaf our kindwill have to formaninferimgovernment




to shepherd humanity through the difficult period of mWIkERIng and
recrganization. Lintil such fime o5 the humaon rce is ready toestoblish
agoverTment that is ret buft on i i frodess,
wewill be required tosof pubiicsinterestsand protect-them
from the threat of oy new nonhuman incursions Bystorders, having
possed appropriate loyalty Tests, would be alowed to assist in the
imterim government in a Supporting role.

This plan draws on tried and true historical models. and
allaws us To focus our efforts in the most ef ficient manner, OF
course, nane of this is gaing to happen evernight. Completing
the first step olone could take years, but once it's accom-
plished, the rest would likely fall into place quickiy.

Our Furuse mric New Wontd

As stated in the plan, our rofes will be far from over, even if we
one day extermingte the forcesof i ity. The human race will still
mﬁuhﬂmfrmﬂmmm;mmhahmﬂmm
tuﬁiﬁdwmﬁ—umnﬂtmwm_mmﬂbahﬂng
at serious werldwide chaos. Think of how dependert we've become an
maonster autherity and influence. What human beings still achully
—comirel_anything anymore? Once we have swept away ol the forces
of low ond order, we're going to hove to move fost o get our awn
in place. The duds 'th\HTLEEFLI"r'IH"th!. en how
events progress over the nesd few years, we mi be ablz to groom
ﬂﬂurdnﬁ.dsmmmurﬁmmmnmwn

I realize that there will be resistonce of first, but heres o
cnonce to make Jared Shoemoker's dream a reality. Withaut
margters in confral of the police end media, we can reved) cursebes
pudiicly without fear of being censored or imprisoned. Once the
peaple see them for what they are, we con drog out some coptured
mensters and exearte them publicly. T imagine that sezing somecne
burstints fiames ot the teuch of sunlightwauld be pretty persuasive,

The duds con handle day-to-day of foirs while we concentrote
on the final push to finish the beasts. once and for ol The

part iz the passibility that seme monsters might have
figured out o way to hide members of their cwn kind — literal
“sleeper agents” that could go dormant for decodes until we lost
our vigilance — then begin to rebuild. That's why we'd have 1o
depend on the populace fo clertus te any signs of inhuman activity

By this paint, the rest of the world will be looking to us for

i We must net fail them. Wel have to purge any ond off
evidence of inhuman taint from saciety, so they can't foke roat in
our mirds ever again. T hate fo say it, but that might also lead to
placing our fellow imbued an tried for anti-humen activities. Under
the circumstances, T befieve we con even fumn fo the lawgivers o
oversee this effert. It seems like the perfect pesition for them,
and might help mend fences with other hunters

I realize these seem ike drastic steps, but remember that we
have to unde thousands of yeors of conditioning inarelatively shert
hmThar'e'smhwufhmirghmbrgr?:;?Imfwﬂtmmnf
ﬂmefnmﬂﬂszwmlnfThchhcksMinpm
by the monsters; certanly several generations. Inthe meantime, we
are going o have fo rule with justice, foirmess and decisivenass,

Yic Masver Puan

Doryauwant ho hear *my* dream for the Hell War? Verywell
Favant o see an amy of kmbued mesting in Aerusalem on the sams
day. United under our God-given banners, we march apenly i the
sireetsand clean the Holy City of army filth we find, When Jenusalem
is secured, we move on throughout the Middie East — Egiyph ned,
ifit's the: cesspit that heeger described. City by city, o righleous oy
too powerful for any aresture 1o stop.

¥es, | want fo be out in fhe apen. Jored Shoceraker was killed for
fryvireg, i el e rutih, b s one man = nota mutifude. Twer o ses
Wichary — irniouad| or nod, | dan't core = unl the Sorces of Hed| realize thair

Subject: The Hunter-Monster [alectic
From: dridsar] 55
To: firelight list@hunter-net.ong

Forgive me if | perceive 2 great many similarities
hetween your modest plan and the revolutionary ideals
of mainland China's party ancestors, If [ may, plemse
allow me ro share an observation.
: lnl:]ltnﬂ.ﬂmd'mw[‘mjmﬂﬂthrmth:dm
our struggle not iis a battle with ancient, devious enemies,
butasy menns of restoeing the balance of ersergies that has
een upsct in recent times by the effects of the revoluron,
Where Chairman Mao claimed to bring the people to-
gether in harmony and equaliry, his descendants are sid
o have upser the balince by insisting on discordant
foredgn capitalism and indvetry. In the conflict of energies,
the balance is supposedly upser. Whether this is true of
noe, | donotknow, but we sudffer a pligue of grest monstess,

the effect thar bred the mansters, it has alo

induced an appesite effect, so that we huriters can sexk 1o
restore the level of enengies thar made the East greac
the end of e cycle of unrest, new challenges alwys arise.

slaves have o= off their shackles 1'd ke 10 00 every skinchanger
chamed insitver, every vampire drogged info the sun. | want lows against
thesie crecfures. | want socal sinuctures 1o exgped then from fhei hiding
ploves. | wand thean erodioated ke the plague they are. Iwant o deanss
Thee Baarth so thosoughiy tha i foeoes of Salon ane el wwith o sarfie refigi

I don't think 11l gel what | want

What stands in our way? Chosen and atmed by God, whal
*coudd* stand in our way? Only one thing. Only ourselves Onky
our greatest strength and our gregles! woakness — our free will

We havea been handed the tools and given the option of using
themn selfishly, using fhemn shar-sightedly, ignofing them — or
using them fo re-forge oursefvis as champions of God

We've all seen people wha ignore the call, and fhere are
Incregsing namors aboul imbued wha've sold eutfo the oiher side
But fighting the: good fight — that's the right thing o do. jsn't 2
Cleaning vp our little comer of the waorld?

B's better than nofhing, but the pride that koops you focussed on
your own Jevied s the Devil's weapan agoinst us. Free will pives our
actions meaning. Without &, we're just pawns in the hands of o pefty
God. But even with free will, fhere is anby ane righteous acion we can
fake, and that s fo *give up* our freedom fo serve God, We can do
the right thing, and in doing so become freer than ooy mere ogency
could make us, bt we don't We choose the namowest freedom —
freedom of chaoice — ond ignone freedom from sin

I it amy wonder that the forces of evil in Ametica have cioaked
their iniquity with the phrase "pro-cholce™ H's our oddiclion o
chalce, *meaningless® choice. that damns us all. As lomg s wee
sloves to choice, we con win baftles... buf we'll never win the war.

Wennnesses

T firelight, list@hunier-net.orp

Frome crusader] 7

Subject: RE: Might Makes Right

The mos recent post by Wiosh & the most sickenang thing v read
amthis list 1hought Pofer's self-piftywos disgussing, and Bockwomss s
wilingness 10 be duped was appaliing, but Wath, your coneenpt for
decency and humianify fakes the coke 1 ws Willirg fo overloak it when




From: maveler72
Subject: BE: BE: Might Makes Right
Tos firelight lisefihunrer-nec.org
Cruspdes] T wroge:
whEvery arrogant one of us wh says, "My way is the
anly way, [ alone know what's right.
=l you won't do it my way, 'l take my ball and go
hevine,™ In & rrivmph for the other side,
>l sugpest that Weath be removed from his list
Shir, you like the Bible, don't you! How abour this

quote: “Before you take the mote from your nedghbors
eve, pull the plimk our of your cwn.”

your pefesred jo the non-imbued as “sheep,” and Ma folenoied you
vulgarity, bul your onanisfic faniosy about g wotld pun by ovengers for
ot own benef is foo miuch fo bear. Don' you realize that this knd of
huibris is whaot got Soion Kcked oul of Heaneen'? (Oh, wall, you don')
believe in God, despite the evidence of your senses, Adding amogance
fiy your stupidity menshy compounds your foolishness. )

Wi hierve been given our gifts, nof o enslove, butio serve. Yet, so
rreary of ws are biind o our purposs, Wi ped kostreveliog 5 out powed
and in doing 50 meglect cur responsibilities. Can'tyou see fhat this ploys
i ooy enermies” honds? Bvery armogont ane of us who says, Wy ey
5 the onby way, | alone know wha's Bght. H you wan'l do il oy wey,

1l hake oy ball and ge home, ™ i3 g tfumph for fhe other side

| suppest that Wirath be removed from this list bedore his boxdc
deas. can infect any impeessionable minds. | don't wonl o be o
party, even possively, 10 his pode and doamifiall

Huwrzr Cutrs

The more fime that posses, the more we hear reports of
revolutiorories with groups of deveted supperters who ore normal
necile, individuols whose lovalty borders on fanaticism. These cults
are prochicaly private ormees of Wolorhes or meErcencries who buy
inta a hunfer's chariema ond ideals. Some amang 1= have o ot of
practice makingpublic speechesond trying towincthers over to their
poirt of wew, In this harsh world, iT's ecsy o see how our powers and
a littie charisma could go a long way to building o devoted following.
Someof these cults seem fairty ideakstic ke those Vindicoted Foith
people. Others geem o be the beginnings of petty kingdoms, like
Flame&1's. Good or bad, these cults should serve to coutien all of us
about our responsibilities fo the people. Our powers give us o great
dedl of indirect influence over others, and we hove To use that
influence carefully. When the time comes, we'll need that influence
to convince humanity adbout the morgters, but it will need to be done
for the good of everyone o o whele, not for indevidunl gain,

If you think this kind of thing only happens in ather counfries,
think again, There ore stories of someone in the Appalochions wha
ooes by the nome Father Moses, He's been runping oround, winring
gvier enTtire Towns with o miorture of hellfire, brimstone and monster
killing. They give hirm food, dothes, even cors To corfinue his mission
Lately he's supposedly upped his fee, demonding homes and the
“serwices” of local women. There are rumors that he has a dream of
founding a Tew Canoan” in the mountains, free of monsters and any
ather autside influence he doesnt opprove of. A group of federal
imvesti went up to serve aworrant for kidnapping ona manwhe
it Father Mases' desoripfion. Supposedly, they never returned

\When the fime comes_ Joneses like Father Moses ore going to
be tough to deal with, but were going fo have o force them fo give
up ther influence for the good of all, IT not, what's fo stop any ofher
hurter from corving out s own [itHe state. T sure as hell wor't stond
for if. Right now, we've got bigger preblemns 1o deal with, but these
cuilts are definiely going to be an issue for the fufure. My suggestion
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toeveryone: If you happen towitness what you think i the beginning
of ore of these groups, nip it in the bud, even if it meons you hove to
kill sonebedy. The longer we give them,_ the harder it's going to be to
pull therm out by hmﬁ.uﬂﬂtmmwmmwdmi

| sironaly question the wisdom of allowing Flomes] ano this
privale kst | hove frove misgivings about her hubeis, her appeoach
and her ultimole plons. She has nof been honest or forfheght with
us. Who knows whot she's doing way over there In istanbul? |
suspect she's hiding something. and the elements of her program
that she *isn't* hiding alarm me enough.

She's sed herself up as o "goddess” ond seems to regard her
foliowers o= nothing buf carmon fodder. While fegretiable saco-
fices may hove 1o be mode in fhe Hell War, | do not believe i
“tricking* people with *fies* about refigion, then sending them off
fo die withoud the salvation of Christ.

0n @ factical level | feadily admit that ber “amy” is mpressve.
B refuse o compromise with blasphesmy, even fofight o greaferane.

We need fo control her somehow, | dan't believe the Henalds
would pick someansa withaut # being part of the plan, and # hasn'
escaped me fhat moving her forces ko the Holy City would be far
egsier than bringing people and maderial afl the way from the LS.
She meeds by be shown the true path, bud undil thof happens, | vole
that we leave her off this Bst, i she mamains cbdurate in ber heresy,
she'll do enouph damage on the mainstresm Hunier-ne

Tk Ircade sy aboul these groups is that they show we can Inspire and
organize prople fofollow es info kel butforsome measan we cant ssem o e
past ciar pride whes it cames fo cther hordars

T ciahs and Feir *Jones” lendsrs area danger both az & lempisfon o offier
solderswithambiionand becanss ey mean cresfing organizahons wihad welking
humfers of other philoacphies m sure these eders befiav Hhey form & dghting force
b bt ha enermy on mors effecttve e The problem b Ho e recradls o
riviians smd thenocsskomal sussineck dud vicims senbafesd in bog doena monster
bl Harrual hurfer postions himsstfortha il Ltmately fa anadof coussmdion that
antytrue soldier urouid be ashamed ko e partin When thess folimusrs are notased
o sop s mosster's teeth and daws Feyreusediolerrorize offer duilians slouwing e
Jorees o becomme:a superahural Hug edorting morey and reors 5= ol from e
heipless Thare sre reports of crusaders ectablieRing Hrassaboes as “wnrords” in such
diverss places as Rlaands snd Bosnin ol orgamized onmore or keasthessme Inea The
bkl Fg sow will comupt e lendscape as effockaly a5 any monster coukd.and
wsill manbely hurm a lacals againet e Imibued In general

This ecnsld be the one grest fest e fake fowand working fogethes Suively we
em ] s i e i by M o it of o it for th good of eeeryona This
conald be cur first el siep s exoncising o imer demons and showing responsibi-
Py far ens snothers scfiona The pecfect choioe ko lwd us wodd be Copl someons
warybady wams ko respect Fenoogh peopls will contact me privalely o suppost
pch an expodibon 1] kake # on mysdfio approach CopB end ask for Felp.

Samrs Awong Us

It's notural that o le as important as thes one woild
breed frue believers, hunters who have became so dedicated o the
cousse that they become ., something mare. Tve heard of revolution-
aries 5o filled with passion that they can touch an mast of
us hove never experienced. They breathe a cloud of sooty fog from
fineir mouths to conceal their movements, or sometimes
amazing speed and b Their devotion to the hurt makes surs
pale in comparison. We should hold these individuals up as o shining
ideql of what we can achieve, if our motives ore pure and we sty
dedicated 1o the struggle. Who knows what we might eventually
occomplish if these men and women are any indication? The world
we loe® to inherit seems full of amazing passibilities.

What warriesme, however, i when these sointhy individuals

for too much power too quickly. The one fruly potent
revelitionary T hove met seemed... stroined by his dedication,

Okay, let's not beat around the bush, He was crazy.

I't seems like the more determined ane of us is To destroy the
mansters, the mare power he con cbtain But the more chsessed he

- -

Tot firelight. ist@hunter-net.ore
From: dictatrix| |
Subject: Kill the unbelievers
Tum the police and the army loose on the country,
Roor our the monsters and kill them before the people’s
eves. Bend spies and informers through che oovwns 6o tum
in anyone who is disloyal. What will become of these
people! A bullet to the head and a mass grave, | expecr.
We have seen this all before m Bosnia. The media
called it “ethnic cleansing. ™ ir's penucide, pure and simple.
¥ o soumd s themsgh amypone who does not believe in your
FiEon 5 3 monster, inoname I nof in desd. Wl their
eecutions be public as well ' T expecrnoc. Thar mighe give
them a chance to denounce you in front of spectators,
All the munsters we have seen were brought by
Serbs. The families they have murdered will not stay in
side, bresking mo homes and staughtering whole families.
Imrrntﬁ—#mﬁmu.ﬂmﬁhlm
my o wistld

becomes and the greater his power, the less human he is. It's os if
thess few people exist for _nothing _ except the hunt, taking no
natice of their suroundings, loved ones or much of ing not
directly related fo kiling monsters, I thought I was dedicated, but
my &ed, this man wes ke g machine. Mo fear, no hesitation, no
instinct for survival. I once sow him hold o fang inside a burning
building until it wes amost completely corsumed. Then he just
walked out with his hair and clothes burnt up. He brushed himself
of T and walked mway without o second loak,

' the st persen fo turn down aweapon, and I have incredible
admiration for amyone who con achieve that kind of dedicotion
However, we need to watch these saints very carefully. Who knows
what they might decide to dowith that one dery? What if one
of them farms a himan follwing of his owr® He might not even be
mware he's doing it. And how would we stop him?

I quess what T'm Trying To 2av 5 that these people might one
day become more of a liability than o benefit, What will they do
when they have no more monsters fo fight? Will they go on o
rampage? Will they furn on _us 7 It's possible. Amythings
possible. Wemight have te destrey them befare they can destray
us. Ldon't like the idea ot all, burt we mightt not have any afternotive.

Power corrupts, os they = mayDe even power like sur
own. We might sFat the b-ﬂﬁf o whale new E::I‘tm’riun of
monsters, ones that could hondle us like children,

O the polar cpposite of the colt leadersare thoss warriorsuiho have become
5 chddicated fo the Fent that ey schieved a higher ehale of foos. leamed bo
aoees powars beyond anything the rest of us possess. And et af the sams Eme,
theyw retmeated san father imo Femsebwes. ao i they had fo cserfics Fal
incivicheality thelr identiy. in order o mesch fhis bigher exstnce

i |rhafpenple ey haxsed Hhe slores of Fase exceptinnaly dedicated soldiers
and come to the conclusion that Thay ve somehow los thdr minds in he gt for
porusit| Fenestmetsomeons so prient butfwonderifwhatsome se as noe-Fuman
ks mst & hikghier bl of susremiese thal seema Insane becaise (s o forign o e

it Inganily o8 the expenss of power, maghs 3 an object leason for e
the age-old notian af moderstion Perhaps ifs 2 sefeguard buli infothe process
fo keep exbremishs from pushing Famsebeas loo far Kind of ke 3 mental fese
we push oursshves past 8 cerfain poind we melt dows

W hiadever the rath may be. e fact 1z hal we as soldiers cannol afford o
put ourseives in 2 place where we con no longer be of sy wse to our feliow
mmbued, Even {f we book To 5 Pigher shale of exdetence. Mo a mistake bo eFad
oursebves off from the vary people we iry ko help




i all comes back i responsitelity for cer abities and purposs. The pursai
of powsrfor fts cum sake 1= ulimalely more destroctive than producive We have
fohms a gaal Brmly i mind 5 et nfvalues that willllugwhen encugh semcugh,
and Fhat we hawe the ool we need by sccomplish the kst

Az forthoss wha'v ul sy feken thal slepinto heuntnown = whalewrifey
maiy frave become — ey e sill our filow soldiers. snd we shadd wakch ower
tfam a5 classly o atg offr, Ty wers o become sa foreige o the rest of un that
ffuey were - longer humeam atall we might find cursebes forced fo put them down
for e good of all hurters rather Hiem sk e bemisg on civilans | hops fdossn’
o b that but e Fere b be prepared

PULLING BACK FROM T HE BRINK

Friday Janusny 2 |, Shop-amd-Start Market someashers off 66 in Cem-
hicky 2200 hiurs local

W have baen ghven 5 messsoe for He good of all maskind The alions have
gaen he human race drowring i e fith offis cum making sed ey fel pihy fores.
ot s ikl srvtve aind grow b become good and decent peopia, they fav
chasen spectsl onesfrom afl acrmss e workd zad presented us with e knowledgs
that, ff hosded. would uftimately st us all fo This inowledge. lke amg grest
revnlartion. Fias the powsr o et or destroy, Fae misuse f usl ecome as bad
o wiarss Ben #ha craaturess we've been chosen o fight and wel see e end of The
hume race it curfme Parteps the aliers meant ates 3 paring oift fwe cantse
puasst our polsons i dezn up our acd maybe s betier o patus oot of our misery

| dont clatm o bave oll Hha ansiwors. There are sHi o lok of Fardes bo be
clearad before tha imbuoad can all some ogether fo begin sriowly working anthe
prablam. | do ballews thet our role as crusaders |5 fo be the guandans and
profeciors of humanity. the soldlers who confront the el seeds we've soum
noress e workd We've bean given bhe gifte of deflances and debermination o walk
unafraid inks the darkest of places and fight whal we find ther With the oifer
chagan bebind us we can Sece any opponent and break Hheir hold over us We'ne
Farefo be Hha fromt ling ina baffe thetwill chesge vy splrf ofihe bumsa rmce.
[ it wwiin, thema 1l be no Emit o whal we can achiow

Wit will happen onoe e betfle be over | Hhink Famers will Fas b mmain io
kb mver e Earth ko sk sore ¥iab no one forgets P s we made Al Busoud
eakag s o el i sk o iart e ke angainfo bagin bmulkcing mncd hesfing ed
recarching uithout regard for the effects on T Freman lnndscape sed thecyclewouid
beagin all cree. | ot see pur porars s being amy ke neceseany) once e monslers o
gons| gess Fe Fromers Fak revaln i bacome mom pobcemen o soliler akusys
o e oo for desger amas, There are worss wgs o wake & ihing | suppose.

¥ e are candol ieal grow fo e stege Bt tha allens swall and ey ]
maks caniact Sometimes | dream abosk whattheh will be B with e skies e
with Soks aad everyone looking up In woader, Sometimes | dream fhat s guys
are lhare. nd they understand af lask why ook Bem fo Medico and why Fey
died thare | dream il they forgte me and swnglhing ks ckay

Srones mTee Roap

Thelastfaw days v bees rosding o lot ofthe messages oo s sl thinking
aibout the problems that ws have bo overcome f we e going o achiew e uathy
e e i s Hhis wwear, Wee rveiofing 8 wmy o bring cer own kind hogefher first
hecusi e ore |5 goteg o follow us fwe can geb oor oun hooss in order We'e
ot b lewen b conguer our infolerance amd insecurth) problems. We as soldisrs
pefuse Yo et somupomeslse dictats sur achona We can twaork with asgone who wik
noft antomatically accepl our Wess 88 B cormect s How wil we persuade
pecple ke Crusader | 7 toses Hat u sirict ldesls be Sollows do nof necessarily
b o balang b anyom alss for Hhe purposes of workisg logetfer In fhe hunt?

We are cur own worst ensmiis. The world has o meetus an our feema not
fhe otfer way around Maybe, deep down ifs aur revenge for being farced ta live
on He fringe for 0 many years Peaple have brushed us asideas fuats and now
Wy have b come erawilig befors well ghe them He Bma of day. We zm beflr
Heean that | knoan i Whan i cames down b ot of o can see S sonders as e
res| ememy Mo meser how proud snd stff-nected we scl | think all of us know
deep downihatwe cant dofaione Butwa reafraldioaskfor help Wentoo proud.

il fhem thare's our rage. Hgives us shrengh budt i blinds o bo 2o many
things. How many Hmis kave we sleppsd aside a halplag Fand becauss we

Subject: The End of the World
From: faguarZ5l
Tos firelight lst@hunter-net.org

Sﬂlﬁliﬂl‘g‘]}:_

{reerings from Mexico. | have been reading your inter-
esting posts and wanred 1o share with you s stmdlar legend in
my homeband. |ete, the anciens Mayans had many beliefs of
man-beasts and bloxxd worship, and yet they also worshipped
great gods who lived in the sky. It bs sid in the Mayan
ﬂhﬂdﬂ'ﬂmtmni:m&mﬁ!ﬁwﬂhlﬂmh
v, then remade by the gods 1o st 8 new cyele of Hving.
: Tm:ld:ﬂt_u:ﬂndm:tfﬂ:hnutﬂk.ﬂnddi:he&u:
this nesxe world is the same as the one you envision ! That the
sley gocks of the Mayans are the aliens & you describe them,
sirvd the old Mayan kings, who were descended from the gods,
were such as oursebves! Coubd it be thar this
warld hies died and been rebom misny, masny tmes, and tie
the barde berween hunter and monster is the fire that
comsumes it Plesse email me and tell me your thoughes. If]
am correct then we have very lirtle ime befr o bring all of the
enadess rogether and hulfill the wishes of the gods.

wers foo pissed ko think siraight Do that often enaugh and mo one will offer
o fand again

Theere:ars Hmes | Hink we svengers are indangar of tecoming just sncifer
bunch of manslers for e rest o deal wish Wine prone b sxiremism, especially
wiken comestyvickeca Thatsorfoffing s seduckwe Once you shast kifing an
monsiere. pratty soon wou get & tasts for it Before you mow ft #s as natural a8
bruathing Evertunlly ewn thi worst crimes become just an exeeciss Infechnique
& mia b an end s s how Bha firsl monsters beos, yeass and yrass ago

| itk wsir e work our way o of s frap bub # a0 going fo be ey Fe
geing b start with onewsrrior urming o another sad locking outfor him talking
im rroagh e rages and showing him abernatives o Fis schons. Wae fanu o
fearn b be our brobher's besper, Kind of ke = quardian angel

W can ovescome the weaknesses Fat divide us. W have fo or pemy
thing else will havwe Been for nothing

T e Mew Res

{ince e monshers ane beabon back what thisf

| think our ere a8 laders of the chosen will be over, a5 ws1l all move ho 2
s 673 of redeesming the Earth This dossnt mamn well ni lenger s needed.only
i3 after the tuartfle. Bt re wil] Be new chaftemges My guess & that the mantia will
pass | the heshrs. who wil hawe lo slep in and begin e long task of mending
Humants's searsd peche and drying up the sources of cormuptin Shat gaw
birth: i monshers inthefiret place During s period e ‘duds" will come inla Helr
wwin, 8fng a5 ambassadors fo B resth of the homan race. After The hesers. the
pathfindars will havwe thelr bem. guiding Earifs civilizatons inko a more respos
sibhcoumse af progressand proegeriby.a morscontrelled form of grousth thatwil
respect the physics| nd sprhunl environmest and lesveno oppartaiby o peus
anather plague Throwsh: it all the imbusd will hare to remaln out of the imelight
acfing as advisoes and profectors, but lefting Fumanity make fts decisions - and
mistakes fios wars foa closely Involved 3z lesders Swy would shwsgs ook o
usdor armwers in dfflcuft times. and Fey would never leam o stand on Sheirown

Feentualy once f e bathes nd retwailding is put e peifdnderg il finish
ot task aed will step aside for $ha brght-syed opfmists, weho will have wafied
palientis and quisthy on #u sdelines 2l thatime Drauing on B expariences of e
prst bubapor-minded st nur fohure existence ey wilitake their placejust s ¥e
wliens decide thit The fime Fest come io make contect stevaling us o cur pacs s
rebestial poves Whim hat tms comes | Hink we will fralhy be sbis o pe aside cur
pora TFe human racs will have oulgroum te need for peaphe The us smowe can
30 o o lead narmal lves i a workd we helped creals

| b | e Yo e







The righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that hath
cleam hands shall be stromger and stronger

— Job 17:%

Asthe pre-eminent warrioss among the imbased, Aveng-
ers ane people with passionate and idealistic viewpoints.
Their intense commitment to their beliefs gives them the
courage tofight the horrorsof the nught. In game terms, these
aggressive and confrontational identities sre reflected inthe
Traits and special capabiliries thar Avengers possess and
develop, This chaprer is dedicared ro the commaon and new
Archetypes, Abilities, Backgrounds, edges and rules thar
apply to Avengers. These unique Traits define who these
people are. This does not mean to say that these qualivies are
exclusive to Avengers — other creed members can have
them, too, The following mechanics are simply indicative of
the wrathful and are probably pased on by them o other
imbued as hunter sociery becomes self-aware.

New Archicryees
Causanen

The Crusader has a vision for making the world a berrer
place, be it through something as vast and sweeping as
democratic reform or as pedestrian o eliminating jaywalkers
from ciry streets. These individuals live their ideals instead of
mierely preaching them, hoping to effect change by actions
and examples. Social activists, young politicians, moke cops
and junice reporters often exemplify this Archetype.

— Regain Willpower when your actions inspire
others to adopr your beliefs.

Dewncocu:

The Demagogue affects the world around her by
inciring people based on commonly held prejudices,
fears or traditions. She achieves influence by drawing
upon people’s emotions and then inciting a reaction

based on those sentiments, creating a self-image as a
charismatic, passionate leader. Demagogues are found
among politicians, religious leaders and media tigures

— Regain Willpower when you convince others to
act by preving upon their fears or dislikes.

Sotbier

The Soldier noconly gets through difficule sinstions with
competence and derermination, but he sees hus compatrions
through a5 well, keeping therr morale up and thelr minds
focused on the sk at hand. These people aren't necessarily
military types. Any person with the smerygth of will o face
adversiry with a calm, unshukeshle resolve and still have the
interestsof theircommades at heart con embody this Archetype.

— Regain Willpower when your actions serve to
sustain your team through difficult or adverse conditions,

Wi e
The Vigilante has no faith in the laws of the Land,
preferring to take matters info his own hands and seek
revenge. When confronred by whar is clearly an offense
against himself or another (even a stranger), the Vigi-
lante confronts and punishes the offender, mking care w
make the penalty suit the crime. Vigilantes can be found
among soctal activists, cynical cops and religious figures,
Regain Willpower when you successfully strike
back at a person or organization that has wronged you or
FOMCONE VOU KDow,

Rvengen Cawrs

Alrhough Avengers share many qualities, their overall
physical and mental development differs widely based on
level of commitment {some would say fanatical devotion) o




HUMY ER BO0K: REIRCER

thetr ideals. Avengers in each of the three rypical “camps”
— hardcare, moderare and progressive — rypically exhibi
a range of Archerypes, Abilities and Backerounds thar
reflect their particular outlook on the world.

Hagpeon:

Hardeore Avengersbend the world mfit theirown ideals,
not the: nther way around. People and instinutions thar nn
coumnrer fo these values are fimdamenmlly wrong and must be
converted or destroyed. There is no middle ground.

The handeore Avenger is typically a passionate and opin-
ionared speaker, miling agamst the world o convert it o the
One True Way ar perish. His primary gosl is to swell the rnks
o thie cnusade 5o that whien the time comees for action thene is
an anmy of the righreous o remake the world in is imoge

Hardcore therefore place a high priority on Social
Aurtribures, favoring Charisma, Manipulation and Appear-
ance, in that onder. Physical Traits are next in preference;
when words fail, action is the anlyaltermative, These fanatics
place equal emphasis on Strengrh, Stamina and Dextericy,
seeking robe repdy for any challenge. Mental Treairs are least
favored. Who nesds reason when one has fadch!

In terms of Abilities, hardcore Avengers penerally
favor natural Talens, particularly Expression, Leader-
ship and Intimidarion. Skills come a close second,
especially Crafrs, Demolitions and Firearms. Knowledpes
o any significant degree are uncommon, but sometimes

include Academics, Oceult or Politics.

Backerounds desired by hardcore Avengers can include
Arserel, Destiny and occasionally low levels of Culs (see p 67).
Mobeaav:

Where the hardoore are fiery-eved and uncompromising
in their beliefs, moderare A vengers ane more pragmaric in the
canse of pood versus evil. Different people bave every nght o
hold different beliefs, so long as the end result is the same
evil swrongand must bestopped. Moderate Avengersare just
a5 commiitted o destroying monsters as their hardeore breth-
ren &, but are more willmg towor with other Zealots whose
icdeals might not comesde with theins,

Moderate Avengers are solid, outspoken types who
are more inclined to acr personally on their currage as
opposed to dragging others into it. Their Armribures are
the most flexible of the three camps, with equal emphasis
on Physical, Social and Mental. It doesn't take & particu-
lar characteristic to make a moderare Avenger, just a
willingness o confront evil and kill it when possible.

Moderate Avengens tend to favor a fairly broad base
of Abilities, weighted toward 2 mix of Talenes and Skills
that reflect the Avenger's profession and interests.
Knowledges tend to be struightforsard and business-
like, such as Law, Medicine or Politics.

Alrmostany Backpmound tsuseful ros mainstresm Avenper,
but favored ones include Allies, Conracts and Besources,

PROCRESSIVE
“Progressive” is something of a misnomer for anyone
who firs the bill of an Avenger, butic'suseful rodescribe the
polar opposite of the hardcore fanaric. The progressive soes
things in the world he recognizes as wrong, but is willing to
investigate any and all avenues of how o amack the
problem. More inclusive than moderare Avengers, the
progressive actively courts the opinions and input of
others, even members of other creeds. This does not mean,
however, that the progressive 1s averse to kicking a down
dooe and wading inte a room with a blazing machere.
Progressive Avengers, recognizing the value of vaned
sources of mformation and insight, are much more cerebral
than their hardcore counterparts. Mental Artribures are
most favored, with a ross-up berween Physical and Social
it second place, depending on the Avenger's origing and
inclinarions. Some progressive Avengers come from the
ranks of academia, while others are military personnel.
A wide mange of Knowledees are most favored by
progressive Avengers, then Skills and finally native Talents
along the lines of Alertmess, Awareness and Intuition.
Backgrounds that are useful to progressive Aveng-
ers include Allies, Bystanders and Resources,

TRANS

The following new Abilities and Backerounds are
likely to belong to Avenger characrers, bur aren't nec-
essarily exclusive to them. Members of other crecds may
possess these Traits. The Storyreller should approve

such “poaching” before vour chronicle begins, thoush,
to ensure that all players’ characters are unique.

Tatiwrs

L
“Lascy, " Rick smd, ervingto keep has voice cim. “Hon, youi're
wmhurmﬁ.tgnufmvhrdmhm;ﬁmm He lookad
donm. Bigmistake. He and Lucy were six stomies up. When she fefl
onat. the wendowwr, he didn't think, he pust benged after her, grabbing
fir her wath one hand and rrwngmrrﬂp;i:mdmmﬂltﬁfu&m
He'd sucreered at both but that meamt the were dangling from —
A phome cable! A power Ime! — 60 feet above the concrere,
“Lucy, I'm gonna need both hands to ger us back ™
He comld do a ome-handed chin-up. Standing on the
roumd, he mipht even be able to lift Lucy one-handed. Butno
wiy could ke do a ome-handed chin-up with her holding om.
*Lucy, would you let go of my fucking hand ™
She sobbed, but didn't move. Rick grimaced, urapped
his legs around her and tried to pry his hand from her prp.
Might s a Talent for moving mass with muscle.
Generally, it means your chamacter has trained his body
into a stare of advanced buffitude. Thar, or he does so
much manual labor thar muscle has developed naturally.
This Trait does not impeove a hunter's capacity fodamage
people with Beawl or Melee artacks, and it doesnr really do him




much pood in combar (unbess he mies w Lt something heavy
ar break something hard). It is pood for mereasing Smengrh
whett using the Encumbrnce, Junping, Lifting/ Breaking,
Opening/ Closing or Theowing nules (Hunter, pp, 152-184).
Youcan add dotsof Might m Strength (and mebe even royour
Strength + Arhlerics pool, o the Sworyreller agrees), but anly
when performing such staic fesars of bravn.
Might has an umportant limir, though. You cannot
have more dots in this Talent than you have dots in
Strength. Someone with one dot of Strength simply
doesn't have the bulk to support more than one dot in this
Trait, and should probably send away to Charles Arlas.
MNovice: “I'm going more for tone than mass.”
You have some decent muscle defination
Practiced: 1 love the manly smell of my weight
belt in the moming." Your neck is vanishing.
Competent: “Watch me crack this walnur with
my bicep.” You routinely rack every station on
the Nautilus.
Expert: “Watch me crack this walnur with my
abs." You qualify as “muscle bound,” and no
one kicks sand in your face — ever.

we s e Master: “Yeah, | was Mr, Universe "97. Could
have been "98 and 99, but the hair removal was
a real hassle.” Lucrative protein-drink endorse
ments are yours for the asking.

Possessed by: Jocks, Narctssists, Manual Laborers, Per-

sonal Trainers

Specialties: Clean and Jerk, Massive Arms, Ripping

FPhonebooks, Smash

Fast Duaw

“We can talk this over.” Big Wally grinned, showing a
gold tooth, “Have a drink."

“I don't touch alcohol,” Bhavat replied, her face kike
stone, “et to business.”

“All right. Business is my business, after all. .. [ don't
like the leeches any move than youdo. [ don'tlike 1o pay their
cut. | dom’t like buryimg my boys after they get bled dry,
but. .. the bloodsuckers ave pood for business...."

S0 youu're going to side with the enemy? [ just wanz to
hear o say "

“Lady, youe sure you don’t sant a drink? You could
fuckm’ wse one.

" Alrghol is o crutch for those who cannot confront their
oeom cowardice, "

Big Wally fhshed. In an mstemt it was clagr from his eyes
how he'd srvived Adonta's certhroat rackets. “You fuckn'
hitch,” he snarlad, veaching — and then he froze. His hand was
hetlfuery acvoss hisvest. Bhorat had drown apistol, reached across
the table and planted the harrel half an inch from his left eve. The
e awas as steady as her woice: “Alcohol also dudls the reflexes.”

Your charmcter is pood st perting a gun { or knife or apair
ol needle-nose pliers) ready forafight in ahurry. Foreachdot
you rake in Fast Draw, you can roll another die dunng the

CHAPT IR 5:HEW RULES

initiarive segment of combar. Donot add the results of all die

rolls ropgether! Rather, pick the highest single die to uwe as

vour intiative poll. I you decide to do anyrhing besides

attack with the weapon drawn, reduce your initiative by four

anddosomething different with your combataction (chang-

ing your mind in the middle of combar s not a good ideal.

. Novice: Jimmy Stewart in The Man Who Shot
Liberty Valance

o Practiced: Gary Cooper in High Noon

ess  (Compercno Charles Bronson in Omnee Lipon o
Time m the West

sees  Eyperr: Clint Eastwood in Fistful of Diollars

s s e s Master: John Wayne in The Shoors:

Possessed by: Fircarm Aficionados, Police, Gang-

bangers, Western Fans

Spn:'ﬁ]ﬁm:SMi.leanlaTﬂ.ﬁa‘L’:h: Holster, Knifein Pocket

SKILLs

Corsrrucrion

A tiny grin Played on Gino's face as he pulled his ruck
s to the mansion gate. Twa frowning men serode toward
him, waving their arms. (Gino flicked on the sighe. Yep.

“I think you've got the wromg address, buddy.”

“This |26 Ashton Way?" Gino asked.

"Yeah."

“Well, | pot me a work order from, .. Dunsirn? Some-
thing abosut cracks m the foundation "

The guard's glare of suspicion was leovened with dis-
comfort. “There muest be some mistake.”

Ginosighed. *Look, | got the workomdernightheve, okary! Miss
Dhensén &5 gonna fry me for haiding ey ass out here whether |
examine the foencation ornot, [ you lerme i, she gets something
for hermoney. It'safl the same to me f that fosdasion cvacks 1enal
yout cam see derylighe throsghit, b I'd e 2 chance 1o domey jobr.”

The notion of daybight in the basement seemed to make
up the guards' minds. They wnlocked the gate. Thirty
miruates later, they were dead in a pool of therr own blood
as Gino set fire to the coffin in the mansion's basement

“Yeah, OF' Miss Dunsim's gomna pay all right," he
mutteved. The kitele smile cracked again.

Whereas the Crafts Abiliry is used to build and repair
{remns — cars, toasters, even small stucrures — this Skill is
slanred toward actually building, maintaining and repairing
houses and buildings. If your character has three or more
dots, he's probably a professional or former professional. In
any event, the Ability to build a house, strip mall or police
station also confers the necessary insights inwo tearing one
down. Construction can therefore be used interchangeably
with Demolitions when it comes to knocking down build-
ings, assuming the right equipment is at hand, whether it be
explasivesorabulldcrer. However,unlike Demolitions, this
Skill cannot be used tocomstruct explosives. Towon't let you
buikd a homb, but iz will ler you stick it in the tght place m
Jdo maximum damage to a struchure.

. W




Novice: Tim Allen
Practiced: You know your way around Home Depat.
Competent: You can rell the difference be
tween merric and standard hex nuts,
Expert: You need two separate places to store
your tools.
sssee Master: Bob Villa asks you for pointers.
Possessed by: Contractors, Builders, Migrant Wark-
ers, Rednecks
Spectalties: Repairs, Homes, Corporate Structures,
High-Rises, Bridges

Knowtzoess

Baby Cowriot
Okary,” Rory said with a sigh, “I'll show you this one

maore time.” He relaxed and ook five deep breaths. He then
froduced a needle thar was several mches long and calmly
stuck it throwgh his forearm|, Fris just stared, shaking her head.

"Even after seeing it, | can't figure out the mick."

“After seeing it so many tdmes, | can'tsee why youdon't
believe me. It's not a erick!™

The average human being exerts little true control
owver hisor her body. Even athletes with superh coordina-
tion cannot usually master the autonomic functons.,
Peaple who make a special soudy, however, can eventu-
ally bring supposedly unconscious functions underconemol.
Such disciplined souls can cause their pupils to widen,

i
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can slow their heartbest during a crisis, and can even stop
bleeding or enter a coma voluntarily.

Raoll Wies + Bady Conral, difficulry B, when your charac-
ter uses this Knowledge in a crisis. Roll Tnelligence + Body
Control, dithiculey 7, in 2 calm sinmtion. Pamicubarly challeng
g feats regquine multiple successes (as explained below).
Successes  Feat
Reguired
| Wirhdraw Tesricles: Serikes to the groin do

not cause debilitating pain in men for the
rest of the scone.

Hold Breath: Your characrer may hold his
is. This effect & not cumulative if more than
one success is rolled or the effect 1= at
tempted repeatedly in the same scene.
Tolerate Hear: All damage that your char
acrer suffers from fire or dengerously high
temperatures is reduced by one podnt for the
rest of the scene. This effecr is not cumula
tive if more than two suceesses are rolled or
the effect is attempred repeatedly in the
=UME S0ene

Transcend Pain: Dice-pool penalties from
mjuries are reduced by one for the remain
der of the scene. This effect is not cumula
tive if more than two successes are rolled or

the effect is artempted repeatedly in the




Slow Bleeding and Breathing If your charac
ter has been reduced o the Wounded level
through lethal damage, performingg this feat
means another health level is lost every two
hoursof bleeding, instead of every hour. Each
success alter the third means another hour
witheut blood-loss damage (sofour successes
reduce health-level loss ro one every thres
himars ), However, each success past the inirial
thiree also reduces yoar charscter's Dexterity
by one, If Dextersry drops to zem your char
acter & fnmobilized and Blood loss can be
slowed no further.
Death Trance: Your cherscter enrers a death
like coma. Only advanced medical equip
ment can determine that he s sl alive.
While in this state, your character requares far
less pxipen than normal, he doesnot kose any
health levels due wo bleeding (even if lethal
damage exceeds Wounded), and the effects
of poisons in his bloodstream are delayed
until he wakes up. Unforounarely, chis rech
nique {sn't an exact science; your hunter
can'tchoose when tosnap outof it The effect
Lasts anywhere from an hour o two days, at
the Sworvreller’s discretion.
Note thar noe all effects can be performed in a scene
hecause 4 high number of successes is achieved in asingle
effort. If your character seeks roslow his breathing (three

successes), he docsn't automarically ger the benefits of

effects, such as heat tolerance, that are gained with fewer

successes, Those effects must be rolled for separately in

other actions, Likewise, rolling four successes in an effort

to hold hreath doesn't throw your character intoa coma.
Student: Ninjas and sumo wrestlers aren't the
only ones who can tuck them back in.
College: Walking barefoot over blacktops,
beaches or hot coals doesn't phase you.

ses  Masrers: You control your adrenaline nushes,

sees [ocrorare: Escape artists envy your calm.

s s s ss Scholar Youcould suddenly wake up ina morgue.

Possessed by: Yogis, Fakirs, Dervishes, Shamans, Mas-

ter Martial Artists

Specialties: Any of the feats listed above.

BAcKGRoUNDS
Borsoan
As the rot sneeved down at him, Wendell could see prrple
clots of dead bood shifting beneath her pallid san. Her wsape
wwzs il the more grotesque next 1o the thing’s foppish velvet coal
"8y this — this s the gervor o the night! Crusader [ 7, the suaml
of Gioed! T expected some fearsume Adonis, nota sowed-off runt with
Coke-botrle glasses. God has prety piss-poor teste in qumis.”

CHEPYTER 5 HEW RULES

Wendell could feel that prickly, uncomforiable sensation
running across the surface of has body. For a moment, he was
hack on the playgrosend being pushed dowm, stood flushed with
shame in the dean' s office,, stond agam before the judge. [ewas
like every uther time he tried to stay cabn. .. and foiled,

She leamed in and her clear, sweet voice floaed ot him
om @ wave of chamel breath

“Your U] can kiss my ass.”

All his life, Wendell wondered why a loving, merciful
Clod had cursed him with such a violent temper.

MNoaw he knew.

Your character has some unresobved issues festering
away in his subcomscious, When someone pushes his bar-
tons just righe, his temper boils over. Maybe your characrer
freaks out when people mock his ssutter. Maybe he can't
stund 10 see 2 woman abused. Maybe questioning his sexu-
ality isintolerable, Whatever it is, when he'sexposed o that
stimulbus, you must make a successful Willpower roll, or your
character lashes out violently ar the offender.

I you fail the Willpower roll {or you decide that your
character goes with the urge), he can perform one acrion of
epinephrine-fucled ultmaviolence. The next time he hits
someone, ackd his rating in Berserk to the damage pool, before
the target soaks. This bonus doesn't apply to firearm or missile
arracks, but it could possibly be added to Smength in a single
frar, such as stapping handoudfs or crushing 3 wooden chair.

This frothing madness hasits price, though. Yourcharacter
suffers bashing damage m his utter disnegand for his own safery.
The health levels lost depend on how many dots he bas in this
Background, Such damsage can be soaked with Semina and
withanyarmor that'sapplicable { Sronyreller’sdscreton; amor
muzy ot help protece hands bruised in a merciless beating).
Rating Levels of Bashing Damage
1-2 O
54 Two
5 Three

Your character can go berserk only once per scene.
It's impossible to go “partially berserk” by using only
some dots in hopes of suffering less bashing damage.
Berserk is all or nothing.

. No one messed with you on the playground
after that first incident.

e Your self-control count rarely makes it o010

see  You'veworkelmabouncerjustior the chanceseonene.

sees  You've F:n::.l:m_b]_v done time for assault.

sssnn “Ur. McGee, don't make me angry. You
wouldn't like me when 'm angry.”

Cutr

"Behold. .. " bellowed the high priest. “Behold the Voice
of God come among us! Behold the Metatron !

There were omby five people in the dingy basement. The
“altar” had heen built by an mexpert carpenter omly the week
hefore, the candles were mismatched, and the so-called "Voice

1
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of Ciod” was.a 19-year-old dressed in jecms and a T-shire, And
yet, the arr was thick with helief and heavy with anticipation.
Tuomomthsagn, he'djustbeen Konmie. Hehadn' treadly helieved
m o, hadn't even meally thought maach abose velision. He was
embyarrasied the frst tme they met, evenafterhe ' dfelrthe Flames, hed
the Vi, seen the Truth. But nowitswss all siertig s feel naml
You've become the focus of a new religion. Maybe
they think you're God, or at least his voice on Earth.
Either way, some people look to you to explain their life,
offer puidance and ensure salvation.
When crearing your character’s cult, keep in mind that
peaple who follow new religions — even ones started by
leadess whoare capable of apparent “miracles”™ — are unlikely
to hawe @ big stake in the srans quo. Movers and shakers, the
intelligentsia and people in any position of authority don't ger
there by bowing down to the first would-be messizh who
comes along. Your cultists are prohably losers, misfits and
dropoutswith Tirrle to Jose. Buz as long asyou protect them and
give thern something to believe in, they reward you with what
little they have moffer. Your chamcter may deaw upon hiscult
for assistance, goods, services or money. The Storyreller
decides how far followers are willing w go by way of help.,
Utnlike Allies, supporters gained through Cult may wit-
ness your chamcrer's powers in use and may be exposed w the
humnt withowt lesing faith or being driven off. Indeed, such
dlsplavmnd knowledge may be what atracts these people.
Two proselytizing believers, remarkahle only
tor their faith,
Four tollowers, one of whom may be a lirtle less
hapless than the others — almost 2 normal person.
Six followers. One is exceptional in some way
— smarter, richer or more dangerous than the
AVETAge PErsof.
Eight followers. One is extraordinary — a cut
above the hoi polloi and maybe even a bystander.

eesse Ten followers, and a leader — your right-
hand — who has the skills and belief o
recruit more members.

Pamy

Lemissa dodgged

through the dusty halls and corridors, chasing
doaum the ghast. thad Inst her in the stockyards and on Hallowesn,
nat tewuighe she s deterrmined 1o destro i, Her chaim ws inhad
mtisf:zcmddmdwhmdrﬂ.mrﬁu even il noome else conald.

She rounded a comer and there was the spirit, standing
by am apen swindow, [ooking ot over the city. She wondered
if it could suervive the fall. Trseemed towonder the same thing.

It hetd owt its hands, entrearing, pleading, but she knew
Better. The chain arced throwgh the air and through the spirit,
igniting the ghost-flesh. The only sound that cosld be heard
was the whistle of the links; the ghost's screams and cries
were maudible. Tt leapt out the window in desperation.

Oy when Loy pemed did she see its parting message
crumudmgacmss the wiall, writtenwath the hodiss of m?m.:u-n:l.q::!m

Yo are hers

The good news is, you've got some help when it
comes to hunting down paranormal creatures. The bad
news is, your benefactor wants you o eliminare its tivals
Every easy kill it sees up for you cements its power. Your
monstrous patron helps you find prey indirectly and may
even haul your balls our of the fire if you do something
stupid. Bur the minute yvou become a threat, all the
powers that protect you will tum on you. The Storyreller
decides if and whet vour character's benefactor atds him.
and when he crosses the line against it.

. Your “master” is more smart than powerful.
You're its best pawn, and it might even have o
play you personally.

You have artracted the atrenrion of a modestly
powerful creature, It has at least one or two
other catspaws, roughly as powerful as you
{though maybe not in the same way).

You're one of many pawns in the mastermind's
game, so it can probably keep you at a safe distance.
It can offer you some protection from other crea
tures and the police — as long as some other power
plaver doesn't back them.

Learning even the name and nature of your icy
manipulator is an epic task. It can covertly
supply you with money, weapons and political
beverage — as long as it decides you're valuable,
Your're just one shiny cog in a vast and probably
ancient machine. The powers that propel you may
be the hidden rulers of your ity — if not your stare.

T s High Cosv of Commrmeny

The anger and sense of outrage that drives most Avengers
s adouhle-edged swond. Their implacable hatred pushes them,
hueled as they are by their Zeal, w0 wield increasingly fearsome
powers to ever greater heighes m the war against monsers, OF
all creeds, However, Avengers can rise in Virmoe quickly. They
tered o eschew the Vimues and edges of the other creeds as
distractingorusclessfortheirpurposes. Thus, Avengerscan gain
Zeal fase end bum our just as readily, their minds and very
humanity strained beyond the limits of endurance by the
imperatives of the hunt. All stersotypes begin with a grain of
truth, ard visions of wild-eyed, imesstible Avengers wading
fearkessly into their prey are the snff of urban kepend.

Seening Cowvicrion

Many Avengers see no poine in holding anything back.
It's all or nothing, whether they're hand ro hand with a lobo
ar laying a Tratl on an escaping walker. They tend o risk their
Conviction at every available opportunity, angling for thar
extra margin of success thar will get the job done righr the first
time. Hunting monsters rarely offers second chances. When
they hit 10 Conwicrion, only very serious circumstances, such
as standing at the threshold of a monsrer's lair, prevents mest
Avengers from trading in for ancther Virue point.




Rzcamme Convicrion

The wrathful find thewr commitment m the hunt invigo-
rared when they successtully wreak vengeance upon their prey.
Thieylose thetrfire when forced roabandon aluneorback down
i the: face of a foe. The following actions apply specifically o
Avengers m termeaof gainimgand kosing Conviction. As always,
l]'.ﬂ:ﬁtﬁx‘r'!ﬂlﬂh“ﬁ fimal =Y ahoist how Conviction POards arc
gatned through chamcter actions. Each of these deeds should
confer no more than one Conviction point per game session.
Indend, one poine may be all that a character gains by pulling
off several of these acrions in a single chapter.

* (hain a point of Convicrion when leading hunters
of other creeds in the successful destruction of a monster.

* Cain o pott of Conviction if your Avenger defeats a
physically superiormonster in personal hand-to-hand combae.

* (rain a point of Conviction if your Avenger outwits
a monster in A way that directly leads to its destruction
{tricking a canny vampire into an ambush, for instance).

® (ain & point of Conwiction if your Avenger with-
staruds antoverwhelming arrack by a monster and emerges
unscathed (“God s with me, for my cause is justl™).

® {Optional) Lose a point of Conviction if your
Avenger flees an artacking monster,

* {Optional) Lose a point of Conviction if your
Avenger's foe withstands his overwhelming artack and
emerges unscathed,

Rttocaying Yieruz Pomrs

It'snosurprise that Avengers prioritize their powers in
terms of combsit abdlity, Edges stemming from use of Mercy
are largely considered a waste of rime {although some
Avengers swear by the Innocents' capacity tohide in plain
sipht), Zeal ts abmost always the Virme of chotee, nvested
primarily in Vengeance, but occasionally in Judgment for
ACCESH 10 perceptive powers. Avengers who manifest De-
fender edges are sometimes scomed as rimid souls who
don't fully tust in their fighting ahilities.

T Pice o Excervionat Yievuz

As any humeer progresses along her dhosen pach, the
termible stramn of the hunt and the homoes the imbued witness
showly but surcly wesr sway at her identity and sandty, What's
miore, whien oneof the imbued srmins high Viee level, herall-
consuming dedwation to the bunt erodes her basic hurmardey,
miaking her incresingly meomprehensible, enigmatic, unap-
proachable or pethaps alten tm even her closest companions.,

All hunrers develop derangements when their Virue
scores reach 7 or higher, but Avengers can start to show
warning signs of their increasing mental erosion at lower
Leal levels. These “lesser™ effects ure separare and distinct
from full-fledged derangements, reflecting the harrific
stresses of long, temifying hunts. (“Lesser”™ ailments are
optivnal end may be applied as your troupe sees fit.)

Examples of such conditions include:

* The Thousand-Yard Stare. By the time most
Avengers attain 3 Zeal, the horrors wimessed on count-
less hunis leave an mudelible mark on the psyche, expressed
in a bieak, hattle-weary stare. Your chamacter's glare
grants a +1 bonus ro Intimidation rolls, but also imposes
a +1 difficuley to Social rolls invelving eye contact.

* The Aura of a Killer. Once many Avengers attain
6 Zeal, they tum their workshops or homes into abattoirs,
fitled with grisly trophies from victims, gruesome weap-
ons, and perhaps even a recently kidnapped fue, left todie
slowly or to be torrured night afrer night. Death becomes
aconstantand welcome companion, and your characrer's
voice, expression and body language bespeak barely
restrained violence. Add +1 w Intimidation rolls, but
also +1 to the difficulties of all other Social mlls.

Mew Derancemens

Because of their mindsers and attitudes toward the
hunt, Avengers can manifest types of dersngements
unique to their creed.

Rrcaancet Cowrex

Cermain Avengerswho become suobsessed with the hune
and the desmuction of the enemy develop a specific sort of
megalonum; they imagine they have ascended o the level
ofthe Messengers. These“archanpels” believe theyhave heen
granted awthority over other imbwed and have the right o
meete out punishment o those whom the Aveneers believe
full showe oof the Heralds" ideals. Whar those ideals are & up o
wou, bused on your character’s idenrity and delusion

One function of this complex lends the archangel a
compelling presence, granting a +7 bonus w all Social rolls
nvolving other Avengers. An archangel expects deference
and unconditional loyalry from any and all Avengers thathe
encounters, and probably uses his commanding aura w
browbeat them into pursuing his current agenda. In addi-
tiom, your characrer rakes it upon himself to test the loyaloy
and dedication of any hunters whom he encounters, espe-
cially ocher Avengers. Ifhe finds a subject wanting, he does
not hesitate to punish or even anenpe w destroy his fellow
mbued. Your archangel character might sty his hand at the
expense of 8 Willpower point, but the spared subject had
best seek safery before your hunter changes his mind.
Comrutsit:-Reenzssivz

Humnters, especially Avengers, are forced toexistina
world of staggeringly brutal violence from which seems
mmpassible to escape. Day-to-day exposure to homific
scenes, compounded with an ohsessive desire o destroy
the perpetrators, causes your character to lose his social
and moral penspective on violence. Naked aggression
hecomes his primary mode of social interacrion.

A compubsive-aggressive indivichal’s nanure forces him wo
reactosocial shatkms maconfrontational andviolenr manner.
Any social interaction becomes an sftermpt &t mimidsarion, by




defaudr, Any Social mlls sutomatically become: Insimidiarion
rrdle. I the roll is boached, your chamcrer s consumed with mge
andl amacks the subject, wing wharever weapon is immediasrely
available. Your Avenger can avoid making such molks for a soene
with the expenditure of & Willpower poine.

Dissocinrion

While some Avengers lose themselves in the storm of

violence they help creare, others become o inured o the
risk of life and limb thar ir loses meaning. These people
dissociate themselves completely from physical and emo-
tional concerns. Dissociative Avengers are lirtle more than
killing machines, almest devoid of humenity or idenrity.
Their voices, when they speak at all, sound distant and
disturbingly nonchalant, as though they were commenting
om & tebevision show as opposed toa life-and-dearh sinustion
Dhissoctattve Avengers reacr to the hunt and its horrors
with a derachment berter reserved for video games. They
don't acknowledge the risks inherent to a situstion, so they
are featless to the point of being suicidal. They are not above
physically holdmg monsrers inside buming buildings o
ensure their destruction, or allowing an enemy to knd a
biow in order to gain an opening and land a killing shot.
Dhissoctative Avengers may take no defensive actions
whatsoever incombat, normay they halk atany task onthe
grounds of personal risk. One interesting benefit is thar
they apparently feel lirtle or no pain while doing harrle
with the enemy. All wound penalties suffered diring com-
bat (not, say, suffered due to illness) are reduced by one

A Weerereo Exisvones

Remember, oo, thar Avengens can develop menal ail-
ments outsice the “official” Viree system, Conditions and
derangements can take hold due o parmiculary maumanc
experiences, such as having to desmoy the walking compse of a
friend, or smpdy by the koss of a day-to-day “nosmal life. High
Virmue maning is not the only means o delusons and hysteria.

The Storyreller can decide if your character ever suffers
an experience-induced complex, based on the events of the
story. You may also decide that your character falls vicrtim ro
these effecrs, based on her encounters and hardships.

Mental difficulties, whether the result of high Virme or
gue-wrenching trauma, might be treated oreven alleviated.
It wsually means dropping our of the hunt altogether,
spending Willpower repeatedly o maintin self~control,
and confronting the source of your character's problem or
seeking some kind of help. Of course, constantly witnessing
the depredations of monsters and striving o do noching in
respanse rarely allows for rehabilimasion.

£DGES
There'sagreat deal of debate aboust the nature of different
huanrer types, and about the ongins of their various powers,
Hunter social prowps snd the edges available o them are
confising, not only because edges are rarely restricted w
particular circles or philosophies, bur because the same edgrs
can manifest in different ways, One Avenger's use of Cleave
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may not be apparent until ber polf club splits, while the power
miay appear 25 3 smoking basehall hat in the hands of another.

[t comes g little surprise then, that some hunoess edges
have never been seen before by others — even when all
invodved take the same approach o the hame. Smolder is 2
common Vengesnoe edge becase it's wseful for soallang: and
escapingfrom monsters— two thnes the wrathiul vend nonesd
tovch. However, some Avengess are so comfrontation-oriented
that they frequentdy need the capacity o exceed their nommal
limits. These hunters could develop a unigue edee known as
Fuel, 2 power that hasa't been seen by their brechren.

In ocher cases, cultumal differences among Avenpers
seem o result in veanows and specialized powers, The Muse
of Flame edge, for instance, was first developed m Spain. A
hunter prayed for guidance before a rack of vorive candles.
Aus he stared at the flames, he noticed them bowunnamrally
toward a confessional, waming of an impending ambush.

The tollowing new edges are characteristic of Aveng-
ers’ wrath amd passion. However, they're available o
hunrers of all creeds. As “slternative” edpes are more
frequently described during hunter interaction and on
hunter-net, mind's are opened to new possibilities and
more people rend to develop these powers.

* lurger
Mos Avengers aren't lucky enough w have deadly
frrepower ar hand when they firsr face the Things Thar
Ought Nor Be. Because they initially attack with hand
weapons — pool skimmers, snow shovels, beer boetles —
they rend ro develop Cleave, the power o enhance melee
weapons. (Jeave is far more commeon than lmpact, but
those Avengers whio happen to have a throwing object at
hurd when they're imbued can develop this edge, instead.
Impact alse ocours among Avengers who are for wharever
reason kept at a distance from a thing during the imbuing —
say the creanure appears on an opposite subway platform, just
as a train approaches. Ocher humters can develop this power
larer in their “carcers,” seemingly by the Heralds' decree w
help them survive by conducting the hunt from a distance.
The hunter simphy throws whatever itemn s available o
him, and a targer — whether supematural, human or a
mundane ohject—can be damaged severely. The itemn weed
must he capable of inflicting harm naturally wneo iself, such
as & knife or rock, Throowing a wadded-up piece of paper
confers no benefits, because it's not inherently damaging.
Hunters and supemartural creatures may see a thrown
object ablaze if your characrer is radical in his fervar for
the hunt or in his philosophies abourt life and the world
in peneral, For most wielders of this edge, a thrown
object simply seems warm to the touch, and may vibrate
with life of its own. Narmal people see nothing unigque
about the weapon, but they do see the overt atuack.
Unce an object i thrown, it typically breaks or
becomes imetrievably lodeed in the tarpet; it cannot be
gathered and thrown again or used for any other purpose.

CHAPY IR 5:NEW RULES

Avengers have experimented with this capability on fire-
armns oo ackdiniconal effecr. Flowever, one ortwo wrathful claim
o “hurd” thetr rage ot targets withour throwing arythmg st all!

System: Your character empowers a thrown weapon
or item m become considerably more dangerous. The
item must have a damage rating of Strenpth +1 or
higher unta itself for this power to have effect. See the
rulehook’s Melee Weapons Chart, p. 198, for approxi-
mations of weapons' damage ratings. ( This power has
no effect on bullets, arrows and crossbows, Nor are
explosives such as grenades modified; only thrown
weapons that do damage through impact are improved. )

The throwing rules {Hunter, p. 185) indicate how far
an ohject can be propelled. Roll Desterity + Achletics o hit
a target. Add +2 damage o any inflicred, and et all
damape as lethal, no matter what s nomsally appropriate for
the itemused. Impact artacks can harm immaterial beings or
normal people and objects. When Conviction 1s risked on
Impact, the extra dice are added ro a single artack dice pool;
any subsequent successes are added o the damage dice pool.
® @ Musz of FLame

Trailing a specific monster is all very well and gnod,
bur sometimes it's useful to know when they're coming
for you. Muse of Flame can provide an early waming of
approaching creatures, and can be used to rack them,
as well. Armando Diaz, a professor of English living in
Madrid, was the first known hunter to develop this
power, and he coined irs rather literary name.

The biggest drawhack to Muse of Flame is that its
user must ook at an open flame. Anything from a march
to & campfire to & buming house will do. When the
hunter looks at the fire and “invokes the muse,” the
flames bend to point in the direction of the nearest
supernatural creamure. It may not be the mose powerful or
the mest dangerous, just the most physically proximare.

Oecastomally, Muse of Flame hasbeen kmown to activate
irself, Dhiac's first experience with this power wamed himof an
ambush in a church. As he describes it, he was simply “open
1> the spirit” and it spoke wo him throwsh the fames — not
wirth words, bur with a sense of unnatural danger.

If a hunrer is close to a fire, the flames may sponta-
necusly act as a poineer, without the imbued's intent.
Mare than one Avenger has eluded ambush when she
noticed her lighter flame bending into the wind.

System: lfthe hunterconsciously uses Muse of Flame and
lixokes i a fire for sign of the enemy, roll Perception + Zeal,
difficuley 5. If the moll succesds, the flame percepibly bends in
the direction of the closest prey, If the power acrivates
spontaneously, the defhculty of undesstanding the fire’s mes-
sage is 7. The Storyteller mury opt to roll for a player in either
case, keeping him on his mes as to the validity of a perceived
creature, ifany arall. A fire contimues topoint i the direction
of the nearest supernanumal creature for 10 minutes for each




success achieved on the roll, After that tme, the power fades
and cannot be wsed again by the character in the same scene,
2 if the Messengers have made their statement, regardless of
how enigmatic. If the Avenger enters the subject’s viciniry
anid some duration of the power remains, the fire indicanes the
neat closest subject. [t does not continue o pomnt toward the
first creature, even if she is still the closest monster nearby, If
a directing fire i ever extinguished premanurely, such as by
wind or min, this power cannot be activated again the scene.

Generallyspeaking, thisedge detecs only cresatures within
a 1 Cmile oo, Itvmmlby dossn'tactvate sponmneoushyumless
acreature swithinone mile, Of course, itrequins an open flame
in either case. It detects noomeal humens who have recetved
supemarural powers friom monsters, such & a vampire's blood
stave. This edge does nor detect other imbued.

This power's unnatural effects on fire are not per-
ceptible to normal people, supemnatural creatures or to
hunters who do not have this power active. The user
alone, and any other hunter who also activates this
edge, sees [lames "blow” in impossible directions. [f the
user becomes Incapacitared, the effect terminates.

(E X T

Avengers are perhaps the most stralghtforward of
the creeds. Many see no moral dilemma in their condi-
tion; they aren't confounded by erthical gray areas.
There's right and wrong and lirtle berween.

Because of this simplicity, it's easy for some Avengers
toy hlur the lines between "self™ and "mission.” A Redesmer
of Judge may live a splic life — being a pood parent and
provider by day, and hunting monstess by night, The most
tervent of Avengers may draw no distinction berween who
they are and whar the Messengers compel them 1o do.
Their original personalities are subsumed by their per-
ceived duries. This course can be danperous, It leads to
extreme behavior very quickly. Bur such dedication can
also he a srengrh as it tums personal belief into power
Such Avengers' absolute faith in the cause gives them
reserves of srengrh thar can see them through dangerous
tailures or that can spur them on o incredible successes,

System: Onee per scene, you cen convert asingle paint of
Willpower into a single point of Convicrion, or vice versa.
However, this exchange can't be perfrmed csuslly. Your
character must be in denger orunder some form of duress befon:
the conversion can be made. This pressure can be overt and
obtwvious, such s the approach of 2 honde of roes, or it can relate
o your chamscter’s identity, such as facng 8 dead spouse, even
one newly rsen and comparatively wesk. In other wonds,
plavers can't use this edee o chum up tons of Conviction in
vrder to gain higher Virnues, The Storyteller i finsl arhiter on
when it'spermisible touse Fuel. The Storytellermay even agree
o allow mioee than one point to be exchanged in a scene if the
danger fwed or fear experienced s spproprately extreme, such
s i the ciese of facmg the undesad spose, shove. Nomore then
three points should ever be converted at one time, though

As no roll is made with this power, Conviction
cannot be risked in irs use, The conversion is considered
a reflexive action (see Hunter, p. 167); it does not
intrude upon other actions performed in the murn.
oo Fipownun

“Yous 're gornalove ths shi, ™ Maervay said as he dovsed himself
with gasodme. “Cet veady to see some scmed fuckm’ vampires.”

Truly observant hunters have noticed that certain
kinds of hunrersare associared with different elements of the
natursl world. In the case of Avengens (and other Zeal- based
creeds), the elemen s fire. This edee makes that metaphon-
cal affinity concrere. Specifically, an Avenger who can
Firewalk rakes less damage from fire (flames, notguns). High
remperatures do not harm the hunter. This doesn’t mean he
could sir under a space-shuttle launch or survive being
dropped into molren steel, bur anything shart of industrial-
grade remperatures is unlikely o do damage.

The few known A verpens owield thispower descnbe it ike
sramdimy in the eve ofa burmcane; they can see the denper anound
them, bur they don't suffer it full fonee — if anything ar all.

System: Spend a point of Conviction. Anytime
your character is exposed to flame for the remainder of
the scene, damage suffered per tum is reduced by his
Sramina rating. Such protection doesn’t usually exrend
to the hunrer's clorhes, possessions or any supernatural
creature he might hold while aflame.

As no molls are made with this power, Convicrion
cannot be risked in its wse. It costs an action to activate this
power and stee] oneself o flames;, fire damage s inflicted
normally if contact is made before the edge can be activared.
The power's protection is lost if & hunter 1s ever reduced o
Incapacitated by any harm when still in conmact with flames.
eeeee Haproan

Movice Avengers have a problem with monsters
attacking them, bur experienced ones have an encirely
different prohlem: Monsters often flee. Sure, Trail is
pood for finding them again, but it's better to simply
keep them in place so they can be terminated. Extremast
Avengers remark — when they speak sensibly — that
this power is a special gift from the Messengers, allowing
these huneers to fulfill their obsession with the hune.

Ta the wser, other imbued and supernatural creamures,
Hurpoon looks like o buming spear. The Avenwer can burl it
intothe body of a nearby creanure, even a ghostora possessing
spirit. Oince amonster's been hir, icssouck — the avengerfeels
an trnvisible bond wo the mrper. To per away, the monster has
to rip ivself free of the hunrer's weapon. (Apparently hunrers
and nomal people, including possession victims, are unaf-
fected by this weapon; it passes through them harmlessly. )

The one hunter known to possess this edpe — a waxi
driver in Byelorussia — drives up to his prey on the smeer,
spears them, then drives away. To normal people in the
viciniry, it knods like he makes a gesnure at someone on the
street, right hefore that person hassomesort ofhorrible seizore.




System: To plant Harpoon, spend two Conviction
and roll Dexverity + Arhletics, usually difficulty 6.
Range equals your character's Zeal in yards. Harpoon
inflicts Strength +2 lethal damage on impacr, and
creates a tie berween hunter and prey thar persists for
Zeal in mums. The length of this bond equals the
distance between attacker and target. It gets no longer.

If the prey tres o break free, mll the competitors”
Willpower in a resisted action, difficulty 6. If the prey gets
mone successes, it becomes free, but harms isedf in the process.
{Raoll the creanure’s own Strength as a lethal damage pool )

If you get more Willpower successes, the rarget is
still stuck and must face your Avenger's wrath. The link
hetween huntet and prey persists until the prey breaks
free, renders the hunter Incapacitared, the duration of
the bond expires or the monster is destroyed.

Your hunter can escalate this contest simply by exceed-
ingthe bond's radius. In the case of the cabdriver mentioned
ahove, he steps on the gas. Make resisted Strengrh rolls (or
whatever is appropriate) o determine whether the har-
pouned creanure isdragged. [fan Avengercan use this power
to drag a creanure behind a moving vehicle, the Storyteller
decides how much damage the mip inflics. A good rule of
thumbistwodice oflethal damage for every 10mph, perem.
This could be a lo less on ice or 2 kot more on gravel.

Excernpile: Yevgerey drags a werewwolf hehing his cab. O s frrst
e, he gets up o 20 mph. The lethal damage pool & four dice, In it
action, thewereswol tries 10 free iself. s 7 Willpower s rollad against
Yevgerey's 8. Yevgery wins, s0 the creatiere conginues 10 be dnpged.

Next turn, Yevgeny gets initiative and revs the cab up 1o
40 mph. Eight dice ave volled for draggng damage. The
shapechanger tries 1o break free again and fuils.

Yeupeny is drivingin the cicy, so he doesn't dave take his car
e 40 { orabout 70 kph m his cosmiry) . He gets ininative agaim
and does his eighs dice of drageng demage to the creature. The
desperaze shapechanger makes a remendmes effort to free itself;
a Willpower poin is spent 1o ensure success. As it happens,
Yevgeny gets a poor Willpower moll and the werewolf rips the
harpoon out. Unfornunately for the shapechanger, this means
its oum 5 Serengthis rolled as a lethal demage pool agamst itself.

The werewolfis vealng and hadly imjrered in the subsequent
tumt, wwhen Yevgerry vams it and hits it with another Harpoom.

All damage from Harpoon occurs as internal burns,
which can leave a coroner scratching her head. “Deach
by electrocution” is the most likely conclusion.

W onviction is risked in a Harpoon roll, irmust be in the
imitial attack roll to establish a bond. Any successes achieved
after the first are added o the Harpoon damage pool.

Db vie Earyn Move For You!?

The average hunter understands very well the plysi-
cal inequities that make the “mano-a-monster” approach
counterproductive. At least, the average hunter who sut-
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vives a month past imbuing does. Consequently, when an
Avenger learns thar “There's a vampire holed up in the old
Morekind house!” the common reaction is not, "Gee, I'd
betrer sneak in under cover of darkness, wooden stake in
hand.” A much more common response is to look around

for a bomb, 3 bulldozer or a big damn muck.
Hous anp Forvress

If you want to destroy a structure, the most perti-
nent question is simply, “How tough is the building"!
In the interest of keeping things simple, the mechanic
for simulating home destruction is based on the Story-
teller combart system. Specifically:

» Buildings have “health levels,” just as humans
{and vampires and werewolves and 50 on) do. They
represent how much stress a building can take before it
collapses. These are not on a human scale! You can
“injure” a building only with the forces described below

big explosives, fire or repeated heavy impact.

¢ Buildings do not soak damage. If you hit the
building, you roll, you do damage. That's it.

* Some buildings have more than 10 health levels,
whereas others have fewer.

There's no iniriative, cbviously. To wreck a building, roll
your character’s appropriate Ahiliny, probably Demolitions or
Construction (see p. 65 for the latter). Instead of addmg an
Atrribate 1o create a pool, add dice appropriate o the equip-
ment available to your character— lomof dice if dhe hasa panel
rruck full of C-4, not so many if all he has i a liter bortde full of
gasoline (dice contribuned by wrecking ools are lised ater in
this chapeer). The difficulry s usully 6 if yous chamcter has all
diay o plant bombs or position wrecking balls. Trying tosmash
a building under duress — while being shoe at by a half-doeen
ghouls, or SWAT team members, or ghouled SWAT ream
members, e tharmamer— the difficuly ises to 8. Eachsucoess
you moll does a level of damage o the smuchure.

lt may rake your charscter more than one turn to
knock down Castle Dracula, of course. Rather than bog
you down with exact timing rules for every permutation
of force, the Storyteller should use common sense to
figure out how long it takes to move your hunter's
backhoe to the ocher side of a house, for example,

A botch can mean almost anything: Equipment is
damaged or destroyed, hindering or halring all further
destruction artempes; the building comes down around
your character’s ears; or his wrecking ball gers wedged
under a load-bearing wall, actually reinforcing the struc-
ture for the time being,

Burning Down viiz Hous:

By far, the most cost-effective home-wrecking tool
is fire, Given time and dry weather, one pack of marches
can reduce the grandest mansion to & heap of ashen
rubble. OF course, time and weather are two (of many)
things no hunter can count on.

il




Diseiamex
This is & work of ficrion in which people Blow
up only the undead enemies of humanicy. It's in-
tended as an entertainment for those who know the
difference beoween realiry and fanrasy. Da niot blow

up or burn down any real buildings. Thank you.

Here are mules for burming down the enemy’s lar.
There'susually an initial flare up — coused when the bomb
goes off, the loose wiring touches the insulation or when
the cigarette hits the pillow, The size of this mnirial fire
yields a pool of dice. A big fire gets a lot of dice, a small fire
gets few. You can add a relevant Ahility (such as Demoli-
rions or Constmaction ) 1o make the initial fire bigger, but
omily if vour character his an opportunity tochoose the fire's
location and spread aroumd some accelerants.

Commaon sense applies, as always. Fire doesn't do
much against an iron fence or a concrete pillbox.

A roll thar comes up with no successed indicates
that the fire has died. A botch means the fire has spread
unpredictably and either threatens the arsonist or has
him surrounded completely,

The damage dice listed for a flame source (along
with any relevant Demolitions or Construction dice)
torm the "fire pool.” Once you've figured our how big
the pool is, roll it approccdimately every 15 minutes of
game rime 1o represent ongoing burning,

The flammabhility of the marerials imvolved and the fire
source used combine o mdicate difficuley, A material tharbums
quickly, such o5 straw in a ham, lowers the number, perhaps as
lowas4. A sourceothighcombustibiliny, suchasa flamethrower,
salsoy bowwers difficuley. Meanwhile, 2 concrete bunker or a hook
ot matchesmakefora higherdifficulty, maybe 8. The Storyreller
decides fire-pool difficulties bassd on the crommstances,

Remember that fire s not static. Hirting a pile of oil-
soaked rags can double the size of a conflasmation, while
nmning our of fuel or ceopgen can shrink i instndy. Every
time youl roll a | on a fire-pocd die, you immediarely remove
e success die from the cumrent mll, and thar ke die i not
used i the next roll. However, for esch success you moll afrer
the first, you add another die 1o the pool the nest time vounoll

Examle: Let's sy you hove a five pool of eight dice. You ger
Joner sucoesses, uatadsoroll o 1s, Twoof vour successes ave taken
aniazy from this voll due to the 15 suffered. Those mwo dice are also
norrually resnoved frorm the et fire voll youmske, You!'re lefounth
mun successes. | he extra suaccess after the first 5 added o the neaa
rill yome make, for a ol ks of one die m your ubsegquent ll,
leaning you with seven. The Seoryteller explams thar the predom-
ety comcrere structume deempens sour fire somewhar.

Other developments can reduce your fire pool, as well.
Each fire cruck thar shows up reduces it by two every 15
minures, and any firefishrers prevent the fire from growing
{successes achieved in one roll are not applied o your

Small cabin

Split-level ranch
“Large, wood-frame house
Brick or stone house

Solidly built mansion
Concrere tunker, bomb shelrer
Skyscraper

11-15
15-30
10-15 per floor

subsequent roll). If a building has a good sprinkler system
(o if you scheduled your characrer's arson on a riny day),
your dice pool starts out two dice smaller, automarically. A
building with a really advanced fire-prevention system can
reduce your fire pool by three or four dice, right off the top.

Bang For viz Buck

MNote: The following system 5 a simplified version of
Hunter's Explosives rules. The mechanics here are useful
for destroying sructures, whevaas the “official™ ones are
meared wward harming people and monseers,

Fire ts fine, if you're patient. But meny hunters prefer
the instant gratification of something that poes “boom.”

The explosives rules are pretty simple. The size of
your device determines your tnitial dice pool, and you
add either Demolitions or Construction, if you have
them and they apply. f you have time to take a thought-
ful scroll around and phm your pipe bomb, the difficuloy
of the roll is 6. If you're planting a bomb while pinned
down by hostile gunfire, the difficulcy is & If you're
throwing it our of a rruck as you drive by, the difficuloy
is 9. Each success does a level of srrucrural damage.

Flame Source
Cleave, book of matches
on upholstery, Molotow cockoail
Barrel of gasaline
Flamethrower
Napalm bomb
Napalm air serike
Tanker cruck full of
{lammable chemscals
*These also do explosive damage o the structure
(see Bang for the Buck, below). Damage dice from
those sources do not go into the fire pool, if you wane
to be fusssy. Or vou can just ignore their “extra” damage.
“¥Marurally, if you drive the truck into the house
mmmmdnmmmmmdsMmem




Explosive Device Damage Dice
Grenade, barre] of gasoline 1

Pipe bowmb, one stick of dynamite 2

Rockes launches, rapalm wrske 4
Pound of C-4 5
Half-ton of induserial fertilizer

Blowing up bulldings is a ericky process, of course.
A roll with no successes usually indicates a dud fuse or
some other failure to go bang. A borch usually means
the vour character miscalculated and dropped a large
chunk of masonry on himself

Dwotrrion Man

OF coumse, many huildings collapee without rescet 1o drae
Matic, ACHOn-MOViE tahics. Someone with access i a backhoe
anul a condernnarion order can knock down that okd haunned
hionsse — and not even draw a glance from the ATF or FRI!

Demolishing a scructure works a lot like explosives.
Srart with & dice l:a;_u.1| based on the wrec king gear s
(listed below), then add either Demolitions or Con-
struction, whichever is appropriate. If your character
works ara leisurely pace, the difficulty is 6. f something’s
trying o eat her head ar the same tme, ic's 8.

Wrecking equipment is usmally pretry reliable. Then
again, there's nothing really “usual” about trying o use it
during a firefight. A failed roll indicares that your equipment
has stalled out. If you botch, the tractor-trailer has jack-
knified or your hunger has been hit by her own wrecking ball.

Y rrieis SwiFr Sword

The Avenger'scapacity to creare adeadly weapon from
nearly any available object is the creed's hallmark and
perhaps its most efficient and lethal edge. Cleave has a
downside, though — the Avenger's furious energies ult-
mately consume the object, causing it to shacter if the
humter's concentrarion fails, A hunrer in Pennsylvanta who
was a steelworker hefore took an interest m what ceused his
anger o consume the weapons he used, Adfter several
months of experimentarion, he discovered a method w
create arms that could sustain Cleave energies indefinirely.

At present, only a handful of Avengers know how to
make these wespons, However, as more hunrers — and
Avengers in particular — meet, the fine points of creat-
ing these weapons spread. The Intermnet is an important
mezns of spreading word of these innovations, but ulti-
marely fails to allow people to create tools impervious to
Cleave; the process must be taughe personally and care-
fully, passed directly from one Avenger to the next.
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Thusfar, noone besides Avengershas tried torival the
origrinal creator's designs. Although imbued of other creeds
may possess Cleave, whether they can handoraft weapons
resistant to the edoe is unknown. (It is, in fact, impossible
for members of other creeds to accomplish this feat of
crafrsmanship, unless the Storyteller decrees otherwise. OF
course, the only way ro leam this is to try and fail, pethaps
under the most dangerous of circumstances. )

MernoD

The secret to Cleave-resistant weapons, the steebworker
leamed, lay m the hunter himself, mot in the item Of iS5
miarerials. The powets he had been given were, he knew, gifts
frem God: it sood toresson thar his tools had wo be worthy of
thar sune blessing. Hearkening ro the days when his grand-
futher crafted homseshoes and plowshares with hammer and
arwil, the steelworker believed thar tools churned out by a
monster-dominated world were inherentdly inferioroanax ar
stafl creared with the srength of 2 God-fearing man.

Whar followed was a laborous process of craftsmanship
and prayer. The hunter selecred the finest grade raw ore he
could find, asking for guidance s he bear out its impurities
arxl added charcoal to the fire to make a resilient carbon
steel. Weeks tumed into months as he labored mericulously
on a hlade, shaping it with care and devotion. The weapon
snapped twice in the final stages, weakened by impercep-
tible impurities. The Avenger simply began again.

After nearly s months of efforr, he was successful. The
short heavy blade never nusted, never dulled and never broke,
no matter how many times the huneer filled it with his
righteous fury. The process had limitations, though. Despite
numerous artempts, the creator was never able o make such
aweapan for another imbued. If another warrior intended w
hawve such a weapon, it seemed that he had o cratt it hamself;
it was a gift that had to be eamed, not boughe or received.

Local wrathful learred of theircomrade's creation and
rraveled to his home mo leamn his techniques. The knowl-
edge has spread by word of mouth since, even after the
steclworker's death monchs ago, leaving a legacy w help
carry the fight forward. No one knows how many of these
weapons exist, but the number is certainky very small.




HUNT CR 00K AVINGER

An Avenger in Vermont recently reported thar the
technigque isn'texclusive tometal items. Wooden weapons
such as a staff or club can also be made o withstand Cleave.
The process is similar and just as time-consuming, The
prospective weapon mist be made of “living” wood. That
is, it has to be taken from a living, healthy tree. It must then
be cured and shaped by hand and proper devarion.

Certain fundamentalist hunters have used these
weapols to argue the divine narure of the call. And yet,
Memphis6d, an avowed apnostic, claims thar she has
made her own baseball bat, and it works just fine
Sysrew

Creating one of these enhanced weapons s a time-
and labor-inrensive task. The nature of the construc-
tion requires thar the wielder be the one to creare the
item, making a bond with the weapon thar allows it m
channel his rage. The nature of this bond varies with
each crearor. Some see it as a religious “baprism” for the
tool. Others discover thar the creative process helps
them focus and control their anger, Ones who find o
make nopersonal invesrment in the ereation of such a
tool fail w creare the intended weapon. An Avenger
whio 'F-.'t”-.:'.'- 5 '.i.‘u: ProCess |::|de -h-:_'lrrl-.‘-.'_'_.'_ whn _;'npr’ﬁ Wi
snoddy workmanship or who rushes leams only roo late
thar his creation cannot resist Cleave's ene rgies. (ki
mately, vou should explain your character’s rationale
for creating a wespon, and justify the faith or derermi-
nation he invests into it. The Storyreller decides whether

such an effore is in geeping with vour character's iden-
tity, and whether sufficient care is raken. )

To shape a metal weapon, your charscrer must have
access to a forge, an anvil and hlacksmith's hammers; in the
case of a wooden weapon, a larhe and carpenrer's rools are
needed. Purchasing rhe equipment requires the equivalent
of 2 Resources. Depending on the size of the weapon m be
made, your Avenger must abso purchase five to 10 pounds of
rawore. Forwooden weapons, £ LUrafts must be used toselect
the proper wood from a living oee.

Hund-forging steel s both an art and a science: heat-
ing the metal o the proper temperature {and being able w
tecognize it when attained ) requires at least 3 Crafs, with
a focus in metalworking. When the ore is at the proper
temmperature, the hard, blistering labor of working the
meta] begins, as it is hammered over and over again towork
out any impurities or flaws, It is possible for an onlooker
with a suffscient Crafrs skill g ool e I:'.Irj.’iﬂE Process,
but the intended user of the blade must do the scneal wod,
requiring ar least 2 Crafts. Wood weapons must be carved,
etched, smoothed and polished by hand, and then cured,
all of which requires ar least 2 Crafts in woodworking. If a
weapon with metal and wood parts i created, 3 Crafts is
required, alchough only one actual focus is necessary,
usually metalworking

During either process, the creator invests his Con-
viction into the material. The rotal number of
Conviction necessary depends on the size of the weapon:




Naturally, the creation process is lengthy. The Con-
viction required is set aside a5 a pool, recorded in the
margin of your character’s sheer or by the Storyteller.
Simply decide when you intend o divert some of your
character's Conviction to his project, and remove the
designated number of points from your character’s current
Convictionscore. These allocated points are now unavail-
ahle to you. In the game world, they represent tme spent
in search of the ideal materials required foryour Avenger's
creation, time spent searching for and leaming from an
instructor, or time spent achieving the Crafts rating re-
quired.

If Conviction is set aside a point at a time, your
character invests minutes or & few hours at a time © his
search, Ifhigh numbersof pointsare set aside, your characrer
spends many hours or days in search of instruction, compo-
nents and wols. You decade how severely your character
depletes his Conviction score at any given time. Dedicaring
several points to a project at one time could leave him
vulnerable to supertatural armack. Alrernarively, allocating
afew poinsatatimedrawsout the creation process. The first
course could be self-destructive, the second ineffectual.
Your charscter's course is determined by his needs.

Once the required number of Conviction paints is
accumulated and the required Crafts score is achieved, the
actual creation process begins. Make a single Perception +
Crafts roll, difficuley 8. Each success adds a die o your
character's Strength, up to the maximum listed on the chart,
tor determine the weapon's permanent damage pool. For
example, if your characrer forges u sword and gets one
success, his sword has adamage poolof Strength +1. Rolling
Perception + Crafts and getring three successes makes fora
Strength+3 damage pool. This mring does not take nto
sccount the normal +2 damage bonus gained by wsing
Cleave (note that with an exceptional rofl, it's possible w
produce a high-quality weapon that exceeds a weapon's
normal damage capabilities, aslisted in the Hunter ulebook ),

Completing the hands-on stage of the project takes at
least one monch for each success achieved on your Pervep-
rion + Crafts moll, longer if the Storyteller decides the
project is particularly large or complex. Your characrer's
Conwiction potnts are invested at this stage, representing
his personal, spiritual and emotional investment. Because
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this process is sodemanding, no hunter can ever create and
possess more than one enhanced weapon at 3 Time.

fyour Perception + Craftsmoll fails, the weapon develops
an imperfection during creation, your chamacter s atention is
distracted or the process goes slightly awry. Roll Perception *+
Crafts smain and add one month o the creation time indi-
cated by the second roll. If creation rolls continue to fail, each
adds one month to the duration of the creation process. The
Soryreller may decide that your Avenger's efforr fails utterdy
if three consecurive faihures are rollec.

If you botch a Crafts roll, the weapon breaks com-
pletely during construction. The creative process must
begin all over again. Half of the Convicrion points set
aside for the project are lost and must be replaced befure
your character may Ty again,

Yau cannot elect to re-roll Perception + Crafts if the
result isn’t as high as desired. The result is what your
character is capable of, and he lacks the will and inspira-
tion to try again. Nar can you spend a point of Willpower
b pain an automaric success in your roll; Willpower has
no impact on Conviction-based phenomena. Finally,
extra Conviction points from your character's current
pool cannot be risked in your Perceprion + Crafts roll, as
if making an invested edge roll.

Weapans created with this process donot break when
used with Cleave. In addition, meral weapons rerain their
sharpness and are immune tw nust and corrosion. Wooden
weapons are exceptionally dursble, similar w fire-hard-
ened material. These weapons are not invulnerable o
damage, though. A blade can srill be warped or melted by
extreme heat, or any item can be snapped by a creature
wirth remarkable strength. The Storyteller decrees when
such a ragedy occurs.

Weapans crafred for personal use do not rerain their
resistance to Cleave when wielded by other hunrers. Sore,
another person can pick up your club and start swinging
withour breakingiz. Ye, ifanotherhuriter, whether Avenger
aor not, activates Cleave with that tool, the object breaks
permanently in a number of tums equal to its damage bonus
{thes rums for a Strength + 3 sword, for example], accomd-
ing to the Cleave rules for normal weapons. Even if the
created weapon is set aside befure it sharrers, it permanencly
s one of its damage modifiers for each wm that it's

wielded in the wrong hands. If the
irem's total damage modifier is re-
duced o zero (a Strengrh +1 dagger
is swune by the wrong Avenger fur
two rurns), the weapon s still ne-
ined. NorevenaZeal roll on the part
of the wielder can avert this ruin.
Mote: There is currently no
equivalent creation process for
weapons used with the Impactedge.
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Tome belongeth vengeance, and recompense; Jun-;nrl
<hall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity &5 at hand,
and the things that shall come upon them make haste.

— Deuteronomy 32:35

Cegy AN KIHDS OF PEOPLE TYPIFY THE RYENGER PERSORALITY
AKD 1DEHY 1Y Y; STRAIGHY FORWARD, DEY ERMINED, QBSESSIVE
auD RAsH. Y He FOLLOWING CHARRCY ERS IMBODY THOSE
QUALITIES. Y HEY RE INYENDED RS ROLE MODELS FOR YOUR
AWH CHRRACY ER CRERY 10K, OR YOU CAH ADD COLOR AHD

DEY AIL T YHEIR PROFILES AHD MAKE YHEM YOUR OWH.
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Prelude: You'd always heard rumors about
the Pi Deltas. They were the kind of guys who
gave fraternities a bad name. You knew they
hﬂ:E‘i L|:'.I:"!.' paddl:d. and Yo k_n.:wsnm: Elf]ﬁ
wouldn't go 1o their parties — ever — but
some of them seemed okay and you ler your-
self hope that the rumors were exagperated.
You kepr your nose out of it and tried to set 2
gock] example.

That wasn't hard, After all, your
frat — Kappa Gamma Tau —
wasn 't that way. Sure, you and the
guys drank a lot and you gave the
|I']I:'Lil_;-l:!- some shir, but []l_1|_]|_|_ﬂg
brural. Everyone came will-
ingly. Kappa Garmma had good
grades, a good record of pub-
lic service and girls weren'
afraid to come o your par-
ties. MNot like the Pi Dels.

Especially after Wendy died.

There was a bad rumor
about' Wendy Srephenson —
that she was strangled o death
with her own panties by one of
the Pi Delts at a mixer. Bur the
coroner ruled itan accident and the police
didn’t do anything. You figured it was all
aver.

Then she came back. You were at the
annual Kappa Gamma/Fi Delez Tug-O-

War and Wendy Stephenson stumbled
up the road and made a beeline for Glen
Cole, Pi Delta pledge master. That's
when you heard a voice: “THE DEAD

People panicked all around you, and you knew
somehow that she wouldn’t seop with Cole. Only
you, one of the Pi Deleas amd s girl from the
sidelines — who wasn'r even a sorority sister — did
anything. The three of you couldn’t save Glen, but
vou managed o stop Wendy.

A with her “first” death, events got sWept

under the rug. Some of your brothers wanted
to forget all about it and prerend it never
happened, but when you faced them,
i 2 couple admitcted that they'd heard
“a voice,” too. They just didn't do
anything.

You've started hearing more
weird stoties about your campus,
stories about things being “con-
veniently forgotren.” Now you

want 1o find out the truth
with your brothers or without

thein.
Concept: You didn't join a
traterniry just to deink beer and
§ party. You believe that brother-
hood, mutual loyalty and assistance
mean something. You want to make a
difference and you're certain that you
can.

Roleplaying Hints: Be confident
and caring, but macho. You honestly
believe thar you can fix all thiscrap. In
other words, you're naive, you're in
over your head and you have no idea of
the scope of the problem you now face.

Equipment: Red Trans Am with
vaniry plates, blue jeans, sweatshirt and

bageball cap
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Prelude: You've known abour monsters all your
life. Your father made sure of that.

He was a small-tirne hustler and car thief, and when he
hit the whisky he could be a mean. The nights he came home,
vou hid inyour room and listened wo the showts, tothe beatings
he gave your mother. You swore that when you grew up, you'd
never let anyone get away with that kind of thing.

As soon as you reached 18, you spplied o the police
academy. You graduated with honors, Full of fire and bold
icdeals, you hit the streets. In a few short years, you leamed
just howe lirtle power a badge really carmied. Sure, vou
could catch crooks, but they wouldn't sty Er
caught. They'd make bail and skip towm, ger
off on a echndeality or simply walk for the »
slightest frustrating resson. It made yvou sick. g
Finally, one nighr at a local bar, you ran into a
man you'd amested that moming for beating his
wite and child. He was dnunk and you were off
duty, so he rried ro pick a fight. He went o the
hospital with his hands so badly broken thar
they would never work right agam., You were
dismissed from the force. It was probably
the best thing thar have happened 1o you.

Desperate for money, youfell into the
next best line of work: investigation and
bounty hunting. Less mules, no prob- |
lems with jurisdiction, and f the
scumbags resisted, that was ther
problem. Sometimes yvou had o
kill the really bad ones — murder-
ers and mapists were dangerous
people, after all, and you had o
defend yousself. The look of fear
onpunks'faces when theyknew
their luck had run our made it
all worthwhile.

Then came the night m

that rrailer park outside

the muy for a long time. §
He'd been amested in
Creorginfor assaulring a wormnan,
bust he made hail and skipped.
After four weeks, you .
mracked him to a trailer

FNYER

park where he'd shacked up wirh some waitress. Just after
midnight, you pulled on your gloves, grabbed your gun and
& 12-inch Maglite, and hoped the bastard would put up a
fighe.

While vou were still outside the trailer, you heard
the sounds of a scuffle. Then, the whole mobile home
began to shake. The lighes went out inside. All the old
nightmares came back to you as you entered.

Blood was everywhere. The glow from the Maglite
picked out glistening red throughout the ruined interior.
Then the light revealed a muscular, gray-furred body.

The thing was huge, its muscular frame hunched over
against the trailer’s low ceiling. [t tumed its yellow eyes

b on you, and its fanged mouth smiled. Smiled. Like ir

expected you to take one look and shit your pants.

; Part of you wanred to, but then a voice
o filled your head: “TT FREYS UPON

g THE HELPLESS." You remem-

beating. You remembered that
promise you made to vourself, all those

The monsters weren't going ro get
away with it anymaore.

Concept: Your early life of victimization
hardened you and left you with a buming desire
to make the criminals of the world pay for their

sins. That obsession has led roa lonely, anery life;
for every criminal vou rrack down, two more seem
to pop up. Bur now you know abour the real
kA monsrers, and you're on a mission from God m
make them pay. It's what you've been waiting
for your whole life.

Roleplaying Hints: You're parient and
utterly implacable when you work a case,
and you sometimes go for davs without
rest while planning a monster's
takedown. Usually a quiet, brooding
individual, your anger boils to the
surface when you're face to face
with your prey, resulting in a

flurry of brutal viclence.
Equipment: Colt .45
serniasromatic pistol, shot-
gun, black coar, bear up

old Range Rover
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Prefude: You never could understand why people lad
to make their lives so complicated. To you, things were
simple and stratghtforward. A man was bom, goran educa-
ricn, got a good job, found a wife and had a family he could
grow old with, Some people were good, ochers evil. For

The next think you knew, you were crossing the
street, shirtless, with a baseball bar in your hands.

Not knowing what else to do, you went up and
knocked. Decent people didn't creep through the bushes
and peep in neighbors’ windows.

good people tm live their lives, evil had m be
beaten whenever it reared its ugly head. And
that was how you lived your life. Not as flashy §,
as others, maybe, but it got the job done, You 8
wortked with your hands and built homes for a
living, and made honestmoney in the hargain, )

All that changed with a news reporron a
rainy summer night.

You heard it first the radio in your car.
Three kids from yout very own neighbor-
hood were missing, kidnapped duting a [
sleepover while the parents watched TV 277
just downstairs. No ope could understand 4
howritcould happen insuch i
aquiet, decent part of towrn.

There were police cars
everywhere as you neared
home, People were standing “§-
together in groups, mlking fear-
fully. Even the houses in their litrle
quarter-acre lots seemed tw huddle
against one another in the darkness,

Younaticed the new couple who had -3
moved in st week standing on cheirporch. §
As you passed, they waved hesitantly, Sud-
denly, the voice on the radio said very clearly, g
“THEY SERVE THE UNLIVING.” It startled
you 50 hadly you nearly ran over the Andersons.

Later, you couldn't sleep. You dreamed of
the children, running through darkened halls,
trying to get away from something with pale,
cold, corpse-like hands.

You woke at 3 AM in a cold swear. Out- G

AT
side, one police car lingered, but the officer * Y

inside slept. The reporters had packed it in
altogether. Bur there were lights on
behind the curtaing in the house

gcross the street, The newcomers

were still awake, For some reason,

the realization made your blood run cold

Mo one answered, but you heard 3 muffled ery. It
sounded like a child. You smashed the door's narrow
window and ler vourself n.
The door to the cellar was wide open. You met the
man of the howse as he came up the stairs, His hands
and face were streaked with blood, Youdidn't
say a word. What was there to say? The
bar caughit him in the chinand sent
him mumbling back down.
The crearure in the cel-
lar pur up a fight, but the
sightof the bloodless bod-
ies of children filled you
with... not rage, but a cold
determination. The wooden
bat hissed and crackled as it
struck the thing, and you real-
ized then that you had received a
message. Evil was loose in the world
and it had to be destroyed.
Whar else was a good man todo?

Concept: You are a simple,
straghtforward person, astand-up guy
who, in other circumssances, would

have lived a boring, productive, bur
happy life. You understand the message as
a job that's been given to you for no other
reasan than you are a besically good person,

and good people must fight evil.
Raoleplaying Hints: You are friendly,
outgoing and generows, snd believe in clear-
4 4 cur distinctions between good and evil. Evil
must be destroved. s as simple and obvious
d asthesmrisingandserting. Youdon't think
too much about the message and what it
mezns. What's the poine T frwouldn'r change

ey the fact that there are monsters out there.
il Equipment: Extensive tool ser; jeans;
[ ] work boors; flannel shirt; huge, dirry
R rickup rruck
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Prelude: First came school, whete you were a gond
kid — nor a good student, but you did as you were wold.
Your father said the army was the only way a poor boy
from the provinces could get ahead, so in you went. The
army had guns, which you liked, and they liked i
hecause you followed orders. You obeved every com.
mand with unthinking lovalty, which was vour ricket to
very interesting training with another “department.”

Your job was simple. Your commander gave you &
name, 2 photo, a surveillance dossier— and you made thar
person die. Sometimes, you'd do it *cowboy” — messy and
brash, and you'd wing a few orher people in the house {or
restauitant or church ), just ro send a message. Other rimes,
vou'd do it sy — making it look like a robbery gone had. &
car wreck or & drug overdose.

Tou'vekilledalorof people.
It bothered you ar first, and
2 You had 1o keep reminding
¥ yourself thar these bastards

Were encmies of your

=Y

1_'-!.‘

wlf
.
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vious subversives who would kill you and evervone you
loved, then wipe off the blood on yvour flag

Afterawhile, itstopped bothering you. ledidn'reven
bother you when you realized that “everyone you loved"
didn't have any meaning anymore. You were a machine,
and you just continued on doing what you were old.

Then one day, you and severnl odher OpCTAtiveS were
tesking our an entrenched nese of subversive drug maffickers
(thar's wht vou were told they wese, anyway ). So vou kicked
in the doorand were getring ready to lay ChWTL S0Mme sUppnes-
sive fire when you heard this voice i your head: “YOU ARE
THE AGENT OF OFFRESSION,™ it ssid Suddenly, you
saw that your fellow operatives were. .. things. Not pecple,
they were just bags ofbones and dripptrg blood, and they were
drooling while they shot up the “smugsler™ — and the
stmugizlers were ondinary folks, just like you

50 you mowed down your companions and torched the
whole place. You went back 1o your secrion chief to eell him
all about it — then you saw that he was one too. He was a
thing, Many of the high beass in your organization were, and
they'd been using you to carry cut some murder-
Ous pogrom against ordinary people.

You've seayed quiet, They don't SUSPECT Ver.

=%t Bur they're growing nervous, because someone is

carving through their operation, methodically elimi-
nating the figures at the rop.
They don'tsuspect you. As far as they're concerned,
you re controllable, docile, supid.
Theydon't realie you take crders froma higher power ow.
Concept: You always followed orders, afraid of what
might happen if you had to make yourown decisions. Now,
your most daring choice has been to back 2 new com-
mander — The Voice —against the old. You're cauriously
efficient when obeying orders, and uninventive when it
comes o the unexpected. You've anly recently realized the
contempt your inhuman masters have for vou, and you
nurse a growing harred in response.
Roleplaying Hints: Blood, gurs and violence don't
bother you a bit. Looking foolish or unprepared does,
50 try to be ready for anything. You're methodical,
relentless and usually impersonal abour your
business.
Equipment: Desert Eagle 50
caliber AE pistol, MPS submachine
gun, several passports, unmarked ve-
hicle, dark clothes
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Prelude: You were raised o follow in the footsteps
of your father and uncles as a soldier in the Family.
Your boss and his associates were old-school mob-
sters made in the same mold as Capone and Gor,
and fighting & losing battle against the new gen-
eration of streer gangs and triads. The old days of

onto its eerritory like a stubborn bulldog, raking a
piece out of anyone who got too close.

Then came the offer from a new player
in town, a man who called himself Thom.
He moved in and demanded control of
most of the action. Your bass refused o
deal. The Family didn't bow down to
anybady. if Thom wanted to muscle in,
he'd best be willing to bleed to do it OF
course, that was the way things were
done. Your boss was willing to work
ourt an alliance of sorts, but no one
went torthe table on the first offer.
Hesar back and waired for Thaorn's
inevitable counter offer. ]

You were there the nighr it _.II_
arrived. ll~

Somethingmadeyouhang £
ground that evening in the #
kitchen of the old house, talk- '
ing with a few other soldiers lﬁi ;
about how things might go once \#
Thoen had arranged a deal with the boss.
You remember lavghing ar a joke some-
body made, then reaching for your cup.
When you brought it to your lips, the
drink rasted hot and coppery. You looked
down. Tt was brimming with blood. Be-
fore wou could throw ir away, vou heard

a voice, almost inside your head: "HAVE NO BROOK
WITH DARENESS"
That was when the front door exploded and
the screaming started.
Thom had sent only one man. One soldier,
but he moved like a bloody wind, tearing the
orthers to pieces. The boss himself died, pleading,
as you burst into his study. The vampire looked
up at you and laughed.
le wasn't laughing 2 minure
larer, with a chair leg sticking out of
irs chest.
If it’s war the monsters want
it's war they're gonna get.
Concept: You were groomed
o be a wiseguy in the old sense,
mindful of your personal honor
and willing o ice somebody in &
heartbear. When the monsters
killed vour boss and the rest of
the Family, there was no other
course than to declare war on
them. All of them. Nobody ever
accused vou of doing anything
halfway.
Roleplaving Hints: You are
brash and impulsive, capable of
murder over a simple offense. You've
got a lowd mouth and a vicious rem-
% per, but lovalty means everything
to you, and your word is your bond.
If you owe someone a debr, you would go to
Hell and back to repay it
Equipment: “mm semisutomaric pis-
tol, expensive clothes, sunglasses
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Prommeny Avengers

The following people are famous or infamous Aveng-
ers, ot least in hunvers' small circles. Stories of their
exploirs are spread by word of mouwth and on the Internet.
So whether they're genuine or inflated by the rumor mill
is uncertain. These people tend 1o be vaunted by fellow
Avengers as exemplars of the creed, and are typically held
at arm’s length by members of other creeds, However,
some of these people's actions and stories are too extreme
even for other wrathful o condone or stomach, Meeting
one of these hunters in the flesh is simultaneously inspi-
rational and imfimidacing.

Proro Corved

Correz is not on hunter-net, but he became known
there from the postings of his ally and-colleague Trav-
eler72. Now, he's well known among hunrers across rhe
Linited States — where he, like Traveler, often shows
up to aid fellow hunters in times of need.

Pedro is & migranr laborer — he owns a rickery van and
follows the harvest across the nation, workine by day and
hunting by night. Imbued he's helped describe him as s
fearless, almost suicadal, hunter of spectacular (probably -
permanural) physical prowess and uncompromising pride
Although dire pooe, be tefuses to accept charity from anyone,

even b fellow tmbwed. Corter would rather see hus children
o hungry than be behodden. He wants tm send & message o
all thie vois, imvisibles and fickers out there. He wanits them o
ko their days are numbered, and his hrvvadoexqresses isself
thiroasgh direct, phpsical confrontation.

Hunter-net usually preets descriptions of his valor
with incredulity. It seems & miracle that he hasn't been
killed yet. Even more miraculous, his family has not
(vet) suffered reprisals from the enemy.

His efforrs may even be working. Some hunters
have noriced thar their ciries’ beasts seem to lay low
during harvest season.

Profiie

Pedro doesn't have much, but what he has is all his
owr. He owes nothing to anyone, and he prides himself
that no one can call him debror. He is a deeply proud
man, refusing roacknowledge anyone —oranything—as
his berrer. Others may have more wealth or knowledee or
property — but he is the master of his own fate, and he
answers oy to himself.

Attributes: Serength { Pounding People) 3, Dexterioy 3,
Seamina (Work All Day) 4, Charisma 3, Manipulation 2,
Appearance 2, Perception 2, Intellipence 2, Wits 2

Abilities: Alertness 1, Animal Ken 1, Athlerics 2,
Awareness 1, Brawl 3, Crafts 1, Dodge 3, Drive 1, Fire-
arms 1, Leadership 2, Melee 3, Might 3, Srreetwise 1

Backgrounds: Allies 2, Conracrs 1, Resources |

Edges: (Vengeance) Cleave, Trail, Fuel; (Marryr-
dom) Demand, Witness

Zeal: 6, Mercy: 3, Conviction: 5, Willpower: 8

Wawoztt Detsurvon, axa Crusaperil

Crusader] 7 s known on hunter-net as 2 hammier-
head, & dichard, a remorseless, relentless killer who lees
nothing get in his way — not bloodsuckers, not
skinchangers, not even common sense. A loner, he rarely
hoalks upwich arher hunters. When he does, however, he
insists on doing things his way. In this case, “his way"
means spending weeks or even months serting up a single
burst of viclence that reaches surreal levels. What he
lacks in bravado, he more than makes up for in scope and
frequency. He often stalks up to a dozen of them at once,
tightly scheduling each demise. It's said that in Houston,
he destroyed three rots in 24 hours — working solo,

The few hunters he's worked with think he's cicher
the grearest among them — or something even sicker
and more depraved than theirr enemy.

Delburton’s posts make his evangelical Christian
beliefs crystal clear. Tohim, there's only Good and Evil-
Anything that seems ambiguous is an illusion crafred by
Satanic wiles w confuse those who would insist on
following “merely human" ethics.




Crusader] 7's posts have implied that even before
becoming imbued, he traveled the LS. “doing the Loed's
work.” Based on hisrabidly pro-life-sig file (“The ongoing
murderof the unborn is the American Holocause"), 2ome
readers have speculaved thar his tasee foc killing extended
to clinic wotkers, But of course, there's rio way to be sure.

Evenifiris true. .. can the imbued afford to cast our
a fighter of such determination and skill?
y LTH

Following his dishonorable discharpe from the U.S
Air Force, Wendell's mother died, leaving him all of her
money in a trust fund. Ic's not a large income, but it was
enough tomake the payments on his van, It's enough to
keep him fed and armed, and that's all he needs.

Artributes: Strength 2, Dexterity (Sniper Fire) 4,
Stamina 3, Charisma |, Manipularion 2, Appearance 1,
Perception 3, Intelligence 3, Wirs (Reacring ro Unex-
pected Danger) 4

Abhilities: Alermess 2, Athletics 2, Brawl 2, Compurer
Dodpge 3, Drive 2, Firearmse 4, Intimidation 2, Investigation 3,
Melee 3, Srealdh 3, Security 3, Streetwis: 1

Backgrounds: Allies I, Arsenal 2, Berserk 5, Con-
tacrs 2, Resources 2

Edges: (Vengeance) Impact, Trail, Smolder; (De-
fense) Ward, Rejuvenare
Leal: 9, Conviction: 5, Willpower: 6

Fang Fu Cuen

Fang Fu Chen is an attractive, talented and extremely
volarile singer in the nightclubs of Hong Kong, She's
kniown for being incandescently beauriful — and also for
clawing out the eve of 8 miad boss when he wouldn't rake
no for an snswer, She was the leading attraction at an
expensive hut shady bar called rhe Cigarette Club, before
it burned to the ground. {Ironic, thar.)

Even before being imbued, Fang could take care of
herself. She'd taken arrogance mo a whole new level
in large part because her beauty, talent and prestige
seemed 1o warrant it. She talked the talk, but even
more, she walked the walk.

Meow, she's sill involved in the Hong Kong under-
ground, but she deigns to grace astagewith her presence only
infrequently. The nighe the C Club bumned, a gang wa
ignited between One-Eye Yung (her would-be paramour)
and Big Daddy Zhao (Yung's main rival, and Fu Chen's
sometime-protector ). Spicing up the mix was a man who
looked remarkably like Demon Jimmy Fong, who waes a hir
mean for Big Daddy and Fane's lover at the time he pot iced
by One-Eve's thugs months earlier. From the towers of
Mongkok to the sereets of Wanchal, namons buzz. Some say,
niow that there'sapen war berween Yungand Zhao, FuChen
can nwo longer count on Zhao's protection. Some say Demon
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Jimmy is back from the grave, looking for love — and
revenee, Some say Fu Chen has become trapped between
the two warring triads, one using her as  pawn and the other
asa lure. Some sayshe's the one doing the manipularing, and
thar Zhao and Yung are only the most superficial level of 2
game that stretches hack thousands of years, across conti-
nents and even into the realmis of the demon dead. Mostsay
she’s just booking our for hemscelf, the way she always has.

Corazon Margon

Corazon is the matriarch of an extensive, fecund and
decidedly shady family of Brazilian farmers. The Marrons
may not be rich or well educated, but there's a damn ot
of them and they're notorious for chree inflexible things,
One, no Marron backs down from a fight. Two, although
there's plenty of bickering among the cousins, the family
bands together if an “outsider” makes trouble forone of ics
own. Three, ar least half the-family income derives from
growing marijuana. Anyone who disturbs the third usu-
ally runs smack dab into the first two.

The Marrons claim their family was at the forefront
of a Caribbean slave revolution that ousted the white
masters, and that they themselves were forced to leave
the islands because of the envy and politicking of ather
inferior families. They're a proud bunch, and if you talk
to them when they're drunk or stoned enough, they

T

might rell you that one day they'll rerum to their
homelsnd and reclaim their lost wealth

Currently, the family doesn't have much, but they
get by, They farm, they drink, they fight, and they carried
on a long-time fewd with the inbred Coutinho family.

One day, whien Cormzon and three of her sons were at the
local market, three Courinhos waltzed by, and the Marmons
realized one of them was & monster that had o be destroyed.

Violence between the Marrons and the Coutinhos
was never uncommon, but deaths were mre and never
came three at o time. That wis just the beginning. Corason
and her sons had been anmed by the saines (or so she said)
in order oo mub the Courinhos off che tace of the Earth,
Artacking by surprise, they did just that. Three Coutinho
creatures and close woa dozen of their human relatives were
killed in one day, and most of the few who escaped were
hunired dowsm withinaweek. The official verdict was amiass
homicide) suicide. Said Sheriff Cristobal Marmon, "You
know what those Coutinho folks were like. Mot rospeak ifl
of the dead, but they weren't guite ‘right.™

The bank foreclosed on the Coutinho farm and the
Marrons bought it, as tnstructed by the saines, The
saints speak to Corazon almost every week, and they
prepare her for the next onslaught of monsters. She
knows they're coming. So do her sons. But for now,
humans rule their valley,

T
Joun 0 Macicy, axa Cor90

O'Malley isatall, broad-shouldered man with the blood
of five penerations of Irsh cops in his veins. Like his father,
O'Mallevjoined the Chicagopolice force nght out of school.
Before bong, he wasapamol ofhicer mthe city's | Sth precinct,
working some of the bleakest and most violenr soeems.
Unlike many ofhis peers, O'Malley's idealism wasn thlunred
or sullied by the failings of the legal system or by relentless
cormuption. Asabeat cop, he busted drug wsers artraffic siops
or outside clubs, When it became obvious that he was just
attacking the symptoms mstead of the disease, he set his
sights higher and went after the dealers. That meant work-
ing borg hours and weekends to per promaoted and earm miose
authorty, and so e dud, despite the distance it creared
between himself and his family.

He was a human cyclone, relenrless and implacable,
climbing over o busting through every abstacle in his
path. By the time he was 27, O'Malley had been wounded
three times in the line of duty and was one of the most
decorated officers on the force. His marriage was falling
apart, and his son was a stranger m him, bur John barely
noticed, caught up completely in his crusade.

Ar 31, O'Malley was in the big leagues, a liewrenant in
the narcorics division whao was tasked ro go after the high-
level drug rraffickers and kingpins. That was when his
relentless efforts uncovered Donald Pendengrass, one of
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Chicago's social elite who, incredibly, was also a major
plaver in the city’s heroin trade, Penderngrass was resource-
ful and exremely clever, insulated behind many layers of
cutouts and underlings, but O'Malley went after him with
everything he had. He spent the next three yeuars building
a case against Penderprass, never imagining thar rhe drug
kingpin might be taking steps against him.

Everything started to fall apart when Intemnal Af-
fairs handed down an indictment against O'Malley's
father, accusing the elder policeman of accepring bribes
and protection money from organized crime. O'Malley's
father protested loudly, claiming he was being set up.
John stood by his father throughour the brutal court
bartle and was there when the guilty verdict came
down. Two days later, John's father commirred suicide
in his cell under mysterious ClECumEsLances.

Three months later, as O"Malley was still struggling
to-come ro grips with his father’s death, he gor word that
his son Tom had been arrested foe heroin possession.
The force ook care of its own, and the amrest was hushed
up, but O'Malley’s career was dealr a crippling blow.
Tom was put into rehab, and the doctors estimared that
he'd been on smack for almost a year, right under his
father's nose. O’'Malley’s wife left him owo days later.

With his world crumbling down around him,
O'Malley tried to fight on, doggedly pursuing his inves-
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tigation and devoting what time he had to Tom's reha-
bilitation. In between, he drank. Pretty soon, it ook a
quart of rye just to ger through the day. O'Malley’s
superiors started to talk about his early retirement. His
work was suffering, and the Pendergrass case was all but
closed. Then one nighe, long past 12, he came home 1o
find his son's body stretched out on the flooe. The needle
was still in his arm. The heroin he'd potten had been
almaost pure, enough to stop his heart within seconds.
Someone had purposely given Tom the heroin
O'Malley was sure of it. His son had been improving
That was when he finally began to suspect that every-
thing he'd suffered had nothing to do with a capricious
(God, but with the workings of a powerful and well-
connecred man, Pendergrass had ruined O'Malley's life
fur no other reason than to keep his own worthless hide
out of prison. That night, O'Malley swore there would be
1 reckoning, no matter what. He had nothing left to lose.
He gave the investigation everything he had. John are
when he could, slepr only when he had o and did whatever
was necessary o make Pendergrass” people cough up evi-
dence about their boss, When his wife's amomey senved the
divarce papers, he signed them and handed them right back
withour 2 word. She was part of a life he no longer knew.
A year later, O'Malley got encugh for an indictment
and a warrant for Donald Pendergrass’ amest. Accompanied
by asmall army of police, he arrived at Pendergrass' residence
to take the criminal to jail. They barged pasr all the
hadyguards and servants; O'Malley fele like a whirlwind, his
time come round at kast. But there, standing on the mansion's
main staircase, the policeman locked eyes with Donald
Pendergrass and realised just how much of a fool he'd been.
Dionald Pendererass was dead. ('Malley saw the man's
pale skin, lined with blue-black veins. When the thing smiled,
he revealed long, blo wl-slicked F;'I.I:J,EE- He was a monster, the
stuff of nightmares, with an expression of ancient disdam.,
CYMalley kooked into those eyes and knew down to his sou
thar nothing on Earth could stop Donald Pendergrass.
Excepr him.
O'Malley took Penderprass downtown in his own car.
The monster sar handcuffed in the back seat and boasted
thit he wouldn't be in the seation for more than 15 minuges.
His lawyers would rip O'Malley's case wo pieces, then he'd
leave the country for a relaxing vacation in France. The
creature affered his condolences abour O'Malley's father. In
his opinion, the man had been innocent all along. Then
Penderprass asked shout John's son. O'Malley and the
convey behind hitm cruised 1o a stop at a red light. Hefring
the police flashlight from the passenger seat, he caved in the
monster's face with a sizling sound. Pendergras died and
crumbled to duse, and John O'Malley was rebom.
{'Malley thought quickly and a few blocks larer
veered his car into a rampway stanchion. When the
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ambulance arrived, his story was thar the suspect had
somehow slipped free of his handcuffs and reached
across the seat to grab the wheel. They crashed, and
Pendergrass fled into the night as O'Malley sat stunned.
With a van full of cop wirnesses who had seen the
suspect go into the car (even though they hadn't seen
him exit it), whar other explanarion could there be!

Instead of being tormented by inner demons,
O'Malley now hunts them mercilesly on Chicago’s
streets, His experience and outspoken manneron hunter-
net have earned him considerable respect and status with
the emerging hunter community. He has become the de
factn spokesman for the burgeoning Avenger creed.
ProriLe

Attributes: Srength ( Achleric Build) 4, Dexterity
(Quick Hands) 4, Stamina (Workaholic) 3, Charisma
(Transfixing Gare) 4, Mantpulation 3, Appearance 2,
Perceprion {Sharp-Eved) 4, Inrelligence 3, Wits 3

Abilities: Alermess { Ambush) 4, Athbetics 2, Brawd 3,
Bureaucracy (Crry Hall) 4, Compurer 1, Crafrs 2, Dindge 2,
Dirive 3, Fast Divawr ¥, Incimidacion 3, Investigation (Crimi-
ral Becords) 4, Law 3, Leadership 2, Firearms (Pistol) 4,
Melee 2, Besearch 2, Security 2, Stealch 3, Steetwse 4

Backgrounds: Arsenal 3, Conracrs 3, Resources 2

Edges: (Venpeance) Cleave, Tmil; (Judpment)
Dscern, Burden

Leal: 6, Conviction: 8, Willpower: 8

ot

Poe is nor a good man. He was imbuoed in 2 Belgion
maximum-security prison, where he was serving rerms foe
smugeling. assault, mavhem and second-desree munder. He
suffered the wake-up in the prison vand, along with an arsonist,
a burglar/ rapist, rwo prison guards — and the warden.

The dynamics smong the six remain complex, to say
the least. The puards snd warden were used to seeing the
convicts as the enemy—rurhless thugs who had to be kepr
in line. Now, they ane presented with a new enemy, against
whose inhuman measure mere criminals are saintly,

All six agree thar something has ro be done about
the things. Poe and his colleagues certainly have the
skills. Furthermore, with a little collusion from the
warden and the guards, the convicts have the perfect
alibi to conduct the hunt without suspicion,

Poe has no delusions abour his circumstances, He
knows the warden views him as an expendsble pawn in
a chess march against the forces of Hell. Whenever he
is snuck our of the prison for a “mission,” he knows the
guards warch him closely, and he knows they'll kill him
if he ries to escape. Bur every mission he undertakes 1
a chance o breathe free, w sleep and rise when he

wants, to eat good food and wo shower in private. It's a
chance to live, and that's good enough for Poe

O s miost recent and most dangerous mission —
erasing 8 NATO serategist — Poe had the opportunity
to leave one of his fellow hunters to die. Specifically, he
could have abandoned one of the guards, a loutish
fellow named Henri. For some reason, Poe saved the
man — even though abandoning Henri could well have
given him a chance o escape.

Poe's nor sure what happened. Parr of him thinks it was
a simple convict reflex, to per the puard on his side. Orher
trmes, he suspects the same force that imbued him pusded his
acrions in thar instance. Bur it's just harely possible that Poc
has uncovered a long-hidden vein of decency.

Jewwieee Yioasamn, axa Frame6i

Like Corazon Marron in Brazil, Jennifer Vidisania
{5 at the center of a group of loyal, dedicated individuals.
Unlike the Marrons, however, Vidisania's followers opt
to follow her our of belief, not our of family loyalty.

A native of the LS., Vidisania traveled to [stanbul
with a specific aim in mind. She planned to take advan-
rage of rich, gullible rourists and rope them into a phony
New Ape church. She never suspected that any of the
occulr claporap she spoured might tum our to be true.
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She now believes that the gods have a sense of humor
and have chosen to pervert the selfish goals of 2 nonbe-
liever to achieve their own goals. Of course, no ue
seeker could discern the mexpressible will of Heaven.
COnly a fool like her with no sense of the real importance
of her rask could manage to stumble across ic.

sryling herself the “Flame of Heaven,” Vidisania
preaches a docrrine of impending Apocalypse. The
world is gearing up for a final war, and she inrends for her
followers to be ready

While herinitial plan for herchurch involved a grear deal
more peace, kove and marerial comforr, Vidisania's percep-
tion of paranormal predaros has shifted her course decidedly
to the night. She now presches a militant doctrine, backed by
viokent miracles (such as showing her followers proof thae
vampires evaporate in sunlight). In addition o her imbued
powers, she bolsters belief through more conventional meth-
ods — sleep deprivarion, isolation and indoctrination. Her
base outside Istanbul is s fortified camp, when: her gplaso-eyed
believers spiral deeper into the revealed faith, She has nearty
20 people in her church, several afwhom have surmendered all
their worldly possesions “for the common good.”

Vidisania currently is considering contacting the
Russian mob to acquire rifles, flamethrowers, rocket
launchers — and maybe even a tank or two.

%
Sreven Wittimmws, axe Sotdisdi
Steven Williams was a young mfantryman stationed
at Fort Hood, Texas. He was working his way through a
four-vear stint when the Messengers spoke to him. On
leave in nearby Kileen, he and several frends were drink-
ing beerin a neighbarhood bar when Williams spied 4 very
pale, middle-aged man miking to an armactive young girl.
Williams warched the girl's eyes become unfocused and
her expression go flat. The man stood o leave, and the girl
followed, Ower their heads, a neon beer sign flared red:
‘BMURDERER." Williams shook his head, disbelieving.
When he looked again, the sign was normal once more.
Mot sure what o think, Williams gathered his fiends
and headed into the parking lor. Back in the shadows, they
waw the man bent over the pird. Williams shouted and the
man lnoked up. Blood ran down his chin and fanes gleamed
faintly in the moonlight. The “man” was a monster.
Williams and his friends attacked the creature, It
tossed them around like rag dolls, laughing coldly, and
then disappeared into the darkness. When the soldiers
recovered, the garl's body was pone, whisked away by the
creature. Questioning his buddies, Williams learmed thart
no one else had seen the man for what he really was, bur
they cerminly knew that somethog bad hisd happened.
And with no body, there was nothing to take to the police.

R S
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Undaunted, Williams went back into the bar and
asked questions. The man was a local and well known,
an ofl tycoon who lived on a ranch with a bunch of
servants, He had a reputation for coming in and leaving
with the ladies from time to time. Going o the police

wouldn't help. The man ouned the police. The smartest
thing he and his friends could do would be to head back

to base and forpet the whole thing.

Williams rook half the advice. He and his friends
went back to base — and returned shortly after dawn,
ready for war.

The vampire's servants were well prepared, but not
for a squad of soldiers armed with auromaric weapons.
The intruders fought their way into the monster's lair and
dragged the creature out into the sunlight. Afterward,
Williams' buddies wanted nothing more than to get hack
to their everyday lives and forger abour the whole har-
rible incident, but Sveven couldn’t ler go. Thar moment
in the parking lochad ransformed him, and he leamed all
he could about stories and rumored sightings across
Texas. Evennually, he found his way onto hunter-net.

It was on the net that Williams heard about a
vampire in Mexico. Supposedly a powerful creature, it
resided just across the border in & walled hacienda
surrounded by guards, and it had its fingers in every-
thing from drug-trafficking to guns tosweatshop slavery.

Williams announced w the net thar he was poing after
the thing. A few other hunters, including a salesman
who called himself Traveler72, agreed to go along.
Williams approached the guys, his buddies in the
squad. They wanted nopart in any other freakish episode,

but Williams was adamant. They had been shown the
vampire for a reason, he declared, and he meant o see
things through to the end. Finally, he ralked his friends
into accompanying him armed to the teeth scross the
border. They were going to play it smart this dme. No
more confronting the creanure in its lair, They brought
enough charges ro blow the building straight to Hell.

This time was different — they walked into a trap.
The team was ambushed outside the hacienda by a horde
of puppets and brought inside. Willtams was forced to
watch as his friends were tortured for information.

The only thing that saved him was a hunter Will-
iams had never even met, a lurker who had seen Williams'
plans on the net and decided to cover their backs in his
own way. A buller shatrered one of the hacienda's
windows, letting in the buming desert sunlight. The
monsters shricked in pain and surprise, and Williams
made his break. In the chaos, he got himself free and
stumbled in terror through the darkened hacienda.
Screams of the dead and dying filled the air. When he
finally found the explosives they'd brought, he ser the
fuses and prepared to die with his buddies. But some-
thing changed his mind. In retrospect, he believes thar
the ghosts of his friends told him to run, He stumbled
from the house moments before it hlew ro bits. Later, he
learmed that Traveler72 was the only other to escape.

Tom by guilt and haimted by the deaths of the puys,
Williams went AWOL and began to mavel the country w
unravel the mystery of the Messengers and his imbuing.
Onlywhen he hasfulfilled the task tharthe Messengers have
set him, he feels, can he atone for the deaths of his friends.
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