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Howy shall [ gom peace and withow sorvene?. Nay, not wlithout @ swwounyd

it the spivit shall I leave this ity ; long weve the days'of pam | have spent within

its gualls, and lomig were the nights of alomeness, arid wheo can depart from his
pain angd his alimeness without regrer!
—Kalilil Gibean, “The Prophet!

Older than time iselfl Cairo sits as o gleaming gem amd
the Emyprian sands, Bur 18 its glicter a beacon of hope or the
hatbingee of something more ternible?







Mistress of broad provinces and frutful lands, bramdless m profusion
of baildings, peevless in beawey and splendor, she shelters all you wall of the
learned and timorant, the grave and the gav, the prudent and the foolish,
the noble and the base. . ke the waves of the sea she surges with her throngs
of folk. ... her youth is svernew despite the length of davs. Her reigning st
never shifts fram the mansiom of formme

— I Baraen, Rihda { The Jowrmey)

THeCrrv
TRIUMPDHANT

The duzling city of Catro has worn numerous faces
gnd names throughout her long and often glurious
hastory. From her younger days as the Biblical ciry of
C—"I‘I., k‘hﬂw s H t'.]-j.UI'.'Ultﬁ T4 lk'.l'ﬂ L}TWL AELT T nETs iiTI.LI
philosophers whe rraveled perilous leaues to study the
mysteries of her stars atd sands, to the Roman forrress
aof Babylon-in-Egypt which, in tum, grew surmounded
by the expanding Amh cities of Al-Fusmar, Al-Askar,
Al-Qatmai i, Hoally, ALOahira: It is the Cioy Triwm-
phant. Dubbed thus arigmally for the curtous
circumsrancessurroundingher Farinid foundarion, the
NI I"lilh 'PT“'I'I'.‘“ E“nﬁiﬁrﬂnrl}' WCCUEe ﬁi'lﬂﬁ‘fhl;'lt‘g‘i.
The prize of conguerars the world over, men have
waged campaign upon bloody campaion against one
nnother for the right to her charms. From the caliphs of
Baghdad, Damaseus and Tunis 1o the Turkish sulon
and Napoleon himself, her list of would-be auitoes reads

like n who's whoof military history. Several tines thie
center of i vast empire that has stretched from the tp of
Adfrica o the Asintic Sen, she hus spent violent millen-
nin caming the grandest of hed names,

Then come the many colorful <obriquers thar <he
has esrned by virtue of her splendor and grace. Great
C:Lin'l, Cif'ﬁ' of Clirties, Jt:wr:i of the Chient, Shim g T
of Islamy, Mather of the World, From the chromicles of
the remownied Muslim traveler o Batuta to the finc-
tul tales of Sir Richard Burton's Avabian Nights, the ciry
of Catro has been a source of infinite wonder and
mnspirmtion for centumes, Throughout her impressive
exwstence, itseems that she haslett novisitoruntouched
by her splendor, no scholar unrewarded by her con
stancy, nor pny traveler anvehing bur awed by her
magnificence.

Lt can be truly sad that Carswas tounded on thie
paradux of change 3¢ 8 means of ensuring stabnlicy.
Since the arca's st settlement, the city has undersone
a process of continuous land often chaotic) relnven-
titmn Oripinally situated on the eastern bank of the Mile

bmoougnos: Tee Pt or Mitoms
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where the river fans out into rich, arable farmlind, all
subseguent bullding on the site has had to follow the
progress of the delis, which has been creeping sreadily
north due o Africa's desiccation, Tonight, the site has
outrun the growth of its eternal companion, and the
delra currently sits severml miles ro the north of where
it lay during the age of the Pharaohs.

The city has been built and rebuile countless times
since the Arih conguest of Ezypr nearly 1400 vears agn,
with each successive o WS TELCTRON adl.‘iin!:; micre ard
mare in its relentless pursuic of the deltn. What had

omce been the city centers became the our lying areas of

1 nch larger whale, and the result s a modem me-
T ||ml|:- of IMminense slze ﬂnl.'i Schpe; coveringa LLll.'Ell drea
of over 200 sguare miles. In response o (or on a direct
resultof) thiserowth, the pecple of Calro have made the
ciry the whole of their world. To her teeming milliins
Carwel, indeed, to many outsiders), Cairo is the source
and the hub of all Egyption life.

Yet for all her richness of eulture and history, Cairo is
acity grown weary under the weleht of her own years. The
passing of ages has given her the time o withess her own
rise anfall vepeatedly, granting her the sad. POty to
see all her rdivnce tumished ot the hands of her own
children, Her fragtle sense of i stngular identity, and the
constmt threat of the complete destruction thereof, has
been a plague more persstent than these that Awept
through during the Dark Ages, bringing death to her
populice apace thereafter, The facr thar Egypr did nuot
hervee an Egyptian ruler between the reign of Neetanebo |1
anid thut of Gamal Abde] Nasser — an unthinksable ST
of almest 24 centuries— has pluyed an undeniable role in
the furmution of the Cairene mindser, and the city's
inhabirants struggle mightly with this leacy,

But through all her many nighrs of blood and
change, she has rensained the brightest of beacons in a
dark and shiftingsand, a constant star in a sea of endless
nighe. She may look a lircle older in the light, and her
children MAY aCe e af L]LLIl.I':l g hﬂl‘d“.]‘ltp in these
tomes, but they know that she ver remeins the motherof
their wareld And o them, u.'gan]]:.!.ﬂ:, of her guise or
appellation, the City Triumphant she has always been
— I, by the prace of God, shall remain evermore.

HowTo Usg
TrHiIs Boor

This book represents something of a deviarion from
the nomm, o those familiar with other Vampire "hy
Night" supplements, The distinction berween Cairo by
Night und its predecessors liesin its ve rsariliey, Thiscity
sets the scene for a Staryteller to ke her plavers, be

they plavers of Camarilla, Sabbar ana reh, independent
oreven elder charcters, inro the hearts anud intrigues of
the largest eity in all of Africa and the Middle East. In
addition tofinally examining an area long neglecred in
previous products, this book inrends to give Sioryrellers
a means by which they can push their characrers full
throtrle into the Final Nighes,

Chaprer by chaprer, Cairo by Night is broken up
into the following secrions:

Sins of the Fathers: A History of Cairo is a
persanal narmative of the ciry’s mortal and Kindrod
historles, beginning in ancient tmes, winding through
thi formarive Islamic Age and into the modernin ighti.
When pieced tagerher, these hisrories provide a wnigue
and comprehensive perspective of this most magrfi-
cent of cities.

Blood and Sand: Geography and the Undead (= an
overview of the sites that make Cairo the wonder thar
she is tomight. Through Central, lslamic and Copric
Cairo, to thetumerous and ever-present mosques around
the city, life and faith are (nextricably intertwined bere,
often leaving Caira's vampiric denizens caughr in the
middle,

Brothers in Arms: Pyramids of Power tukesa lool:
at the various facrions at work in the ciey: bome vie for
power, others move in their own cireles for their own
mscrutiable purpeses, Culr activity, on o vampitic s
well as mortal level, is so prevalent here that wise
Kindred often end up choosing an allesianee of one sort
or another before it chooses them.

Dead Among the Dead: The Damned of Cairo
details many of the major undead figures in the city. The
histories, ambitions and, more often than not, the
vendettas that ubound in Caira's kindred wre exanined
here, setting the stage fur any sortof Egyprian chronicle
to play itself cur.

Umm el-Dunya: Storvtelling Cairo sives o brict
guide to Storytellers on how to run a chronicle in the
City Triumphant. Narrarive elements and culrural back -
drops are further examined here as well, rounding out
the whole of the city’s long and sordid SEOTY.

Shadows in Dust: The Hidden Host fs an appen-
dix — a night gallery of those behind the scenes in
Caira. From the stoic Inconnu Monitor to o mummy 4t
the core of the city’s histury, they are all detalled here,

Among these pages, you will find all that you need 1o
create a chronicle in one of the larsest and oldest cities in
the civilized world, Thmugh the arching gate of Bah
Zuwayls, past Salah al-Din's Citadel and around the
Ciries of the Dead, through the bustling lanes of the Khan
al-Khalili, to the silted shores of the Nile iself — all of
Caire's ageless myseery and grandeur laid bare foryou here,
in Cairo by Night. You have anly to men the page

Caro sy Nic
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THEMFAND MOOD

T HEME

Two pnmary themes are at work m Cairo by Night,
The first, the fulfiliment of praphecy, figures prominently
asthe Kindred of Cairo find themselves at the epicenter of
the imfoldimg saga that s the Final Nights, Clairo lsa ciry
oof secrers uricd s, of mystiaries and rhmgi foretold i sand
anid stome, Figures and events, both st anid present, have
established rhe city as a focal point in the lyhad, and those
who know their history understand how important this
Lime 1 for her mulrioudes of Kindred. Ina time of awalen.
ings and] revelsrions, history ceases to be ubeur the past,
pulling sself into the present with all the fury ofa waking
god, Bur wirhy revelarion comes temptution, and, ss the
Kindred often know oo well, with temptation comes
erernal damnarion — or the dim hape for salvation,

As the world mlls inm g new millennium, Cairo
dancesom the brink of her own destiny. Here and now, she
will either rise ro surpass her former glory, or she will
cantinue to [l behind, forever lost in the rumbling nde
of progress. Whatever her destiny s, mose believe thar the
Final Mights hold some inscrutable desimm for this, the
Morher of the World. And, while many of them stand
with their beloved city — trusting in whatever fate may be
i store for them — there are those who ver rge agaimst
the mevirable furure; knowing that it can bring only
darkness in the end.

The second theme that is centml to this book, one
that is often intrimsically linked with the first, is the
complicated and vital concept of identity, Many Cairenes
strugnle to define what it truly means ro be an Egyptian in
a land that bas seen so much interference in its affairs
through the sges. Having spent genemtions battling op-
pression, some find themselves bewildered at the prospect
of making their way in a land that they can truly eall their
owrt. Others, having fallen to the glirering promises of
swindlers past, are wary of the curment state of affairs,
beliewing ehie rruth ro be far bleaker than it appears.

Comples and ofter .'nﬂit'tjn[;: notions, sach as chose
ol fadth and filial plery — the debr of respect owed to one's
anceston — play themselves out mightly within the
Cairene strogple for identity. This lacter idea inparticalar,
prevalinr throughour the Arsb world, isno less so here in
Egypr where dynasties of vampires strugple against ane
another under the heavy shadows of their sires and
eraniksires, This s one aspect thue the Kindred of the
Middle Enst share with their Westermn brethren: In a real
ane direct sense, one’s lineage marks and bestows in him
i hostof innate traditions and sesponsibilities. Drawn out
through centuries, however, the purity of cause often
bewormes lost in bitterness for is own salee, and hiterness

v

":,--’-___A__

ferments in turn into unreasoning hatred, threatening m
consume those who fallow blindly the mistakes of ages
past, The harsh Jesson rhar history s doomed o repeat

itdelf is cme thine Caire's undead @0 often leam firsthand,

Moon

Catta s o city of unresolved conllict and subtle,
urspoken tension. Throughout the city, o feeling of tem-
purdlnlgnmnm&gmwnu:h:h — asenseof millennialism
i you will — as if present strgules will undenibly
determine the fare of the city for centunes to come
Indeed, Cairo has reached o turning point. Wher conflict
crupts within the city, the combatants strugple lor thes
survival wirth an almost spocalyptic fervor, and even the
TTHCIEE [’N‘Jﬁ\"ﬁ‘.rﬁ.l] 1T Caim's Kimdred suffer r!nhpu'r'-.';'r-u;r
state of mind. Elders scrurinize the smallest events, obsess.
ing over every enlema with the hope of unrveling this
inexplicable dread. For many, an underlying sense of
awakening lingersat the edge of their perceptions, asif the
ancient pods of Egypt will nse, demanding an accounnng
fior erimes long forgotten. For all, a helghrenad awsireness
broods — a sense that these mights bave o mesmng amd
importance beyond ordinary comprehension, The city of
Ciirro stokes the fires of ambition in the willful and smds
the irresolute cowering to their havens,

This mood ts both subtle and ubiquitous, and it should
ngr paralyze ancient vampires with stupidity or pive
neonafes the power to exploic ity residents with abon:
dom It also does not mean that all Kindred fear that some
Aancient power is lsing to devour them, Instead, it ncts s
a faint (if constant) reminder that thimes are nor as they
seem at first glance, even to the undead. Although mas
keep their unesse well hidden (when they are consc oy
aware of it ar all}, the wne of the city touches every hearr
with anxiety and fear, staining every thonght and hope
and dream,

THEDAMNED

To a large exrent, Cairo herself 15 a symbol of the
ngonizingparadon that is Kindred undeath, The old axiom
about being careful what you wish for is nowhere any truer
than it iz in Calro, where rime iself hos become both the
wenpon and the wound. Many of Cairo's VAITIPITES T
their Lineage back to their “dynasty” tounders — those
vampires arlginally claiming their right to domain wiiile
the city was spreading her wings during formuitive periods
of mertal expansion. Many of these founders have since
fullens by the wayside, evenmual (and some would s,
inevitable) casualties in thwe Wi of the Apes, lenving their
descendants SQUEH:!I]I'I.E{ over {ssues of :ILJn'LII-J_I_l,ﬂ,'. ferritory
and revenge,
One of Cairo's most obvious ¢laims to fame 15 her
stappering number of undead, Bven by the Camarilly

Iempeeicios: THe Pucee oF M
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guiddeline, which 15 mrely followed to the letrer in the
Middle Enst, the sheer size of the areaalone allows for the
acknowledged presence ofsome 200 vampires. Add to this
the status of Cairo as both open to Kindred regardloss of
ideology and as asate haven for the downrrodden climless,
anil the result 15 one encrmous and potentially dangerous
mielting por of bodies and {deas. Some of the vampires in
thecity, however, have made it anightly order of business
o keep o rally of who comes, who poes snd, mest T
rontly; who stays in Caro. Over the centurics, the prince
hins been careful eo make quick and efficient use of these
bndings: This information, coupled with his long-stund-
ing edict that allare welcome mo enjery hus hospimliny and
protection us long as they present thiemselves properly
upan entering his domain, leaves him reasonably in-
tormied ws to the current status of the city's many undead
Af Ay IV THne.

Power STtRUCTURES

The city of Cairo s nominally 0 Camarilla domain,
bur this clissificution exasts mare as a matter of frinciple
than of truthy, due to the fact that it i nor openly infested
ty this Sabbar ot any ather single aroup, The recognized
pringe thar the city hos had for the Last 600 vears adds 1
this overall impression. However, hecause of complex
ations of herttage and domain, &s well s the signdficant
entremchment of clanssoch as the Asamites, the Lasainbin
andhthe ever-present Followersof Ser, Bunopean Camarilla
mperests can handly be considered dominant in the region.

e of the myths surownding Caira involves the
i pression that vampires of every sece, clan arl hedonis-
tic inclination walk the streets freely, inchecked by any
sygmificant Liw or order. Toowsiders, the “blane” for this
sitwation, i3 typically laid on Prince Mukhiar Bey, an
ancient soldier-slive whao calls hinself o Mameluke snd
has clsbmed domain in Cairo sinee before the Convention
of Thorns Although his teswire as prince has indesd been
something of un “Open-doar pallcy” o all Kindred, the
truth s far more corpljcoated.

While the prince does allow all menner of undesd
within hils dumum, e dovs so due m severs fmpertant
factoms, First, the city's cosmaopol |t nanure and immense
size allow e the presence of Wl kinds in the ciry, and it
certainly dows tuke all kinds — especially in Cairo, Sec-
atd, w o -|lI-|"h~. ated syseem aof ks tepritories based
uin beetitipe and anancestel clilm — makes up thie aceunl
Layout of the city us far as the Kindred are concerned.
Therefore, iny vampire who comes to the city with proof
o imeagie within any of these “fiumilies" Lus the diglit o be
granted immediae ncknowledgement by the actul prince,
s longas the family upholds the limies of the Musqoerade
mnterrally. (Doing so s rarely a problem in o ciry wit o
much bloes] o go sround.) Thas, the PHnce acts s @
povermior evet severl smaller domaing within his own.

L4

AWorpon CALEFRDARS
For eqse of reference and reader under-
stunding, the “standard™ Western rimeline and
ite attendunt terms are used in this book. The
fact that Cuiro is 2 Muslim city at the heart of
the Arab world is nefther disputed nor inten-
tionally disrespecred.

tucherthan a supreme mler overall the Kindred wichin his
city: And lastly, it tsunderstond smongg the elders that che
prince is bura fledgling compared rosome who have made
the ciry therrhome since long betore bis arrival, and that
his claim of domain fs mote or lese an their allowsance.
Prince Mukhrar Bey, although he is powerul and well
respectied, s truly more of o convenient figurehead than
draconian tyrant to the undead of Cairo.

*Beneath” the prince i his assembly of advisors and
representatives, called the Consulmtive Coundl, Unnl
the 1920%, the concept of a primogen was unheard of m
Caito, The entire iden, distinctively Eyropean in les flavar
anud origin, was disdained by the prince during the early
centuries of his domam. But when the wands of change
bregan ro blow net only throwgh his own land but through
all of the Middle East, he wook careful notice. When the
Suudhi royals adopred o Consultative Council ta support
thelr regime in Arabin, he acred, instituting 2 vampiric
cine of his own (ideally oo pursue similar ends).

This srmangement, hiswever, is merely the rip of the
pyramid — the fage most often glimpsed by those who
cammot (or will nor) perceive the whole truth, The War of
Ages plays (self our quite lierally here, as power players
take decades (und often centuries planniing their maneg-
vers against one another. They are os patienr as pladiators
circlmg a tmeless arena, eveing one another's srengths
and weaknesses, But wherems penerations of shidow play
onee domn nated, when bluffs and feints were the order of
thie night, the time for acdon has finlly come. The
coming of the Final Nights signals acall roarms for Cauro's
undend, many of whom believe thar unless they do same-
thing, the end thor they have been s pariently and
fervently plotting agamst will finally be upon them.

MOTHEROF
THEWORLD

Few cities can trice their history and heritage as far
back s can Cairo. Although the foundation of the ciry
under its commen name didn't arrive unet the Fatimids
conguersd the region for the upstart Shiite Caliphate in
AL 969, there has been life and ¢ ommunity on the site
for millennis, The ancient Egyprinns believed that
Creation itself first began here, and modem Cairo 53
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restimemy o that belief, The Mother of the World
teems with life, inviting and inciting activiry of every
CRECIICE 'nlfi'.i 1NN

Of the natien's 70 million inhabitan, nearly a
third make the capitol and the surrounding districts
their home, (As u group, Cairenes outnumber Austri-
angs; Beletans nnd Greeks, ) This comes ns no SUTPrise, a3
the standard of lving is far better in the capitol than
anywhere else in the countey. Income is 25 percent
higher, there are 30 percent fewer paor, and only 4 third
as many children die from disease or malnutrition
within Clairo wself, In addition, the capitol city is the
hub af nearly afl important petivity in Egypt. Half the
country’s cars and industry are here, and no Esyptinn
newspapersate printed outside of Cairo. Inpoint of fact,
acrviny elsewhere inthe counrry mrely makes the front
puige, o marrer how newsworthy. [t isnowonder, ther,
that thie nume for Egypr in Arabic, Hebrew, Hindi,
Persian, Turkish and Urdy is Masr — the name for
o in the rongue of her own citizenty. From the dawn
of time, all has spread forth from this place, and it is to
Cabro thar all inevitehly returns.

Likee s many othens wround rthe workd, Cairo fsa river
ciry, intilly baile to rake advantsge of the eritical nexus
where rumbling Nile met fertile deltn, Unlike other dver
caties, however, Cairo is unigue in that the spraw] o s
metropolis isell spans the river, with no {ewer than 10
tmajor bridges spanning the 1500 feet of water berween fis
east and west bunks Covering over 200 siuiare miles,
Coatrestrerches for 2% miles north to south along the river,
with most of the city lying on rhe east bank. In ofder
rughirs, the city's luternl spread was limite by the Mucgutizm
Hills and the Likyan Desert — o the cast and west
respectively —but recent years have seen such an enup-
tioh ot expansion an both banks thar the city iself (s in a
repapraphical uproar,

I the 1990%, Egype's Mindstry of Houwsing begun to
implement its plan ro move nearly two million people out
ob the city proper by esmblishing sarellite cites in the
desert, includiog an entire imprompru town on the other
sidde of the hills calle) Mugueram Cley. This recent rash of
ntichecked and often ill-planned groweh leaves many
concerned abaour the stitus of further development in the
new mitllennivn, Even the Gizs plarean (considered sac
romarictfor thousinds af years bnow boass a teeming honde
ol resiclenial districts and rourist shops, and e is 2 sepa-
ttely governed district in its own righ.

A living contmdicrion unlike any orher, modern
Chabrel sings a vibrant anthem tn praise of paradox, Fram
the honking cnrs. that speed through crowded streers
aloneside ambling donkey earrs roa profusion of skyscrap
t'E‘-L'rn::LtL‘-.] miere yards from ANCHNE SIONE MONUments, i
iy of wondrous and often stark comrrses. In whar
other city can i visitor tour 2 4700 year-old monument,

»

dine on authentic French cuisine lemy the banks of the
warld's [ongest tiver and be enterained in one of many
establishments earming (v the appelladon "helly dancing
capitol of the world," all in 4 single night!
Thigconmdictions iboundin thought as well nssiphs,
as the worh!'s larpest Ambspeaking city grinds through the
presentnight under the eppressivie and amnipresenr infli:
ence uf its Western past, Berween Napoleon's conquest in
1798, andl the subsegquent Egypromania” sweeping through
Europe, 1o the Britsh occopution under Lord Cromer,
Cairo's Arab patives have seen o bratal und steady seream
of foreign faces, fimances and ideas for the bt 200 yeass,
The depasing of the toyals ind Nasser's ensumg natjonalist
efforts have gone a long way toward establishing a lind
with an idenrity of js own, bur with the nse come the
therns, ard Egype's largest and most wondrous Bloom s
undoubtedly the one with the furthest still o go.

MonrTAl SocieTy

Modern Caire s a switling and chaotic blend,
brewed of equal parts elation and confusion. I irs early
post-royal years, Bgypr was somewhar overwhelmed by
its tiewfound fresdom, and the existing stite bears the
scursufthe rather considernble growimg pains that it has
endured. Several armed conilicts, gs well as vetanother
(albeir brief) foreign cecupation during this formative
time, have kept the youmng republic weak and unsertled
overall, lu-.n"mg it wild card in the |=:Jl.'|.‘.'|[ hand of the
third milleniium

One of the few constants of the ¢ity, however., lies
in its visitors, As might be cxpecred, one of the primary
sources of income for the city is tourism. Over one
million visitars came cach vear to wirness the vismess
af Cairo's iving history, and themr equally vast expendi-
tures account tor no small percentape of the ciry's
annual revenue. An entire sob-econamy has sprung up
around the industry, and Cairo's srreers bustle wirh the
rank and file of its adminiseration. Over 130,000 mahili
salesmen set up squatting shops on busy sidewalle,
while any number of the city's 13.000 privarely swned
mini-buses rumble by, Cairenes know thar a grear deal
of money Is to be made off the interest of the West, and
they are our i force night and day in every worthy
lscation ta be o pare of it.

Despire rhus lively atmosphere, the majotity of the
cirystill falls inwith the rest of the Thind World. On el
AverHge, 15 citizen enjoy less health care, educurion
and prosperity than those of almost évery Western
nation. In the World of Darkness, Cairo's real-world
seatiys as the most densely populated urlin aren i the
world comes to thiv fore. The city's cmrmivad feel s un
u sinister, almost clastrophobic quality as teeming
chrongs of bodies scuttle like beetles through cramped
:ll'ld dlrl.'b' stroets. {.jnt‘,l' r;'l.';.' AL ]'I...':"- L l.:['i][l,l..' ratios 5oEe
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nnd comeless travelers, ns well as those Cairenes foalish
enough to walk the night alone, tend to disappear wich
antalutmuing regularicy. The presence of orue evil walk-
ing, the city's darkened alleyways adds o an already
owerwhelming and mgrained superstition in the Tocals,
miking the nushta time of fevered whispers and huddled
pravers for Caro’s working class. ...

Which leads to the single most importantaspect of
{Carrenesacicty: taith. The vast majory of the citizenry
i= deeply religious, with the preponderance of that
number being Muslims, and the evidence of their
religion's impact on the ety throughout its long history
cart be seen ar every rurm; Careo s often called the " Ciry
ot a Thousand Minarers” and for very good reason, as
ane Carra 1'nmw HAEONE 1N {tillru wi Fhl;_]ll" hi.[l‘ing one
of irs myrad beautiul IO s, Hive Hmes every u.'|u1,r.
the muering call the taichtul to prayer from these
shrines, andd the sound has come 1o be synonymous with
the ity herself. Music and community converge under
the sepis of faith, ferming a powertul farce that bonds
Cairenesto one anocher, This communal faith isoften
thie only substirute for other things of need as well. A
surprising number of the city’s poorand homeless think
of themselves as blessed, believing they have been
wonched by God, and that the power of His lave is more
T|'|i-|T'I I.‘I'I'II'ILI.[:!'I Ty CArTy rhElTI l'!'lrﬂl-.lﬂh T.hl' T I'IH'}"E- Hﬂli{
|'|I’]|'I|." L e lT‘_n MJII'I'|.' A VIELTOT T 1'I'I|F. wundr{rus Elr‘p"
has marveled ae how happy these people can be while
they seem to have so very lirtle.

Crry or DIELIGHT

Catru certainly loves a festival, and the eloy plays host
tor sevieral annually, including the world-renowned Inter-
ationmd Film Festivalin December, the 13-day-long Amb
Musie Festival in Movember and the Cairo Boolk Faie, held
every lanuary at the Exhibition Grounds. In recent vears,
several anarchs have mried romake thetr own mark on the
city's revelry, resultimg on one oceasion moa pecubir
oddity known as the Pharohs' Rally. Every Ocrober,
comperitors come from all over the globe to engage ina
tenwely d-wheel-drive mee throngh the desert, beginring
anud ending ar the pyramids, Much to the irriration of the
seademie commumiry (28 well as the Gangrel who dwell
there ), arternoes to discontinue the rally have been thus far
thwarted consistently, and the evenr has parnered no
'-HHIH mEasge l]l'lrll 'F'lit'.i[l.l"y' Mg EKE'L!I'I"I.L"’?‘Q]{I'[E unth L=
sists worldwide. Some European Kindred, taking a page
o thie Cairenie anarchs, have begun to po so far as to use
these and orher evens as excoses for their excursions toan
Iltl'll.’]'“-']!il.' IIH':IILI]I. lllq‘mudl::.:hll:l"lu ll'l'lLl I'Iﬁ.ﬂl'l. CIT.I.I'I.LZT.‘"_'ILH].\-'
I.'X".'I.TT[]'.LE; L'lr.“r'.

TrAVELING TO CAIRO
Cairn is rendily and deceptively aceessible by air, tand
atid warer, The majority of meomg air travel & taken by

Cairo Intemational Airport, whach lies about 15 miles 1o
the northeast of downtown Cairo in the suburh of
Heliopolis. The newerof its two terminals was built o rake
over the servicing of mostof Epvp's internanonal arines,
leav irg the firse termunal to be used primanly for Egype A
and its many domestic and mtemational flighs

The most popular method ot manspart o those
enrering and leaving the city is bus travel, and sorvice
mins every dav except Sarurday our of Cenrral Caivo,
The maost popular bus roures travel berween Caro and
Tel Awiv, Jerusulem or Taba in Sinais Egypt's one
inrercity ratlraad, the Egyprian Srare Railway, connects
Alexandra wo Aswan by way of Cora, erouns our of
Ramses Station in Midan Bamses and, alrhoogh osn's
o means of getting ta Cairo proper if arriving interma-
ticnally, it 15 a fairly stable form of transpart in the
coumtry. River travel, although itis penemlly leagthy
and often unreliable, ¢ nor heavily repulared, and
enterprising Kindred can use the Nile o gain clandes-
tine admiteance to the ciry, should they teel required to
resort to such measures,

GeTTING AROUND CAIRO

Located an, atop and acrass the river Nile, Ciiro s
asprawling tescament toies own hiseory and thie relene.
less growth of its surgmy multimades, Onee any foreign
Kindred have arrived In Cairo, oae of the (st thiings
thar they'll need to learn (and fost) i a brief lyout af
thisuniquecity and biow to navigate it While most ciry
residents have leamed rhe various “rricks of the trade”
regarding such issues, newcomers o thie ciry, lost in the
bustling and often unfamiliar tide of Cairene ways and
means, may find themselves ar a loss o do iII'I'I,III!II'l:I.:
orher than play ichy ear. Severul oprions, however, soon
make themselves readily apparent.

Although the clity boasts 3 staggering reglsery of
more than a million ears; overcrowded buses and mini-
bises are the dominant form of cinveyance in and
arourid downtown for the majority of Cairenes. How-
ever, travelling amid the exbapst crenned by these
etowded and often ll-maintained vehicles impurts the
equivalent of smoaking 30 clgarertes o day. No longe:
needing to breathe, the city's Kindred can make use of
these serviges, but most sne mortals prefer taking one
af the thousands of taxis that are available ar o moment’s
notice. Other options in the city include the partinlly
underground merro system (which is currently under-
poingmassive and costly development) and e outdared
predecessar, the tram. A final option thit i singuloar
this wondroue city, is thie river bus terminal ot Muspero,
whitch ferries peaple every 13 minutes between the enst
arid west banks ata landlng just north of the Undversity
Bridge. Every second boat continues on to stops at
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Muri ], Ciiza, Masr .11-(.:'&1;]!11’1” CENA Cairay and the
Mile shnd of Rhsda.

L OsSsSARY OF TERMS

Uine of thie first things thar one notices when visiting
Caror is the neeessity o understanid the thythnws of her
specch Even thoswe with a basic prsp of Ambic soon find
thunt the Cardrene dialece — slargy and somewhat hip all
thinis considerad] — respuires that they pey a bit of atten-
tion morder toget the mostnileage our abwhar they aleeady
kriow . The following is a list of verms thae visitors will find
cammon in the Middle East in gederal, and in Cairo
especially. Storyeellers ure encoursged o Incorpeorae ils
mach of this language as they reasanably can inty sy
chronicles ser in e Middle Bast, in onder to leewp thimggs as
nuthente and flavorful a possible. Be careful of bogging
things down, but use these termms o add an exotic flavar to
Yol chscripricomna

abeyya: the women’s version of the satahivye robe
{g.v.)

abus fnther or sRng

ahlal-kitub: “people of the book, " thie Muslim perm
tor Chrstians und Jews

ahwa: o coffechiise

Ashirra: old-form term generically vsed o indi-
cite Kindred of Islamic persusnsion

bab: o gate ar door

haksheesh: a loca
DI Custom

and grossly over-expected tip-

baladi: “local" ar “in country,” as opposed o for-
ergm (for example, ibm al-balad: “son of the country™)

Bawab: o docrman o portes

Benben: the stone or mound where Egyprinns
behteve Creation began

beys: the Oroman title just below pasha

birkers o loke

caliph: lierally "successor,” reforring to the sw.
pretne oo ler of Mustims; also spelled khalif

dahabiyyas: a houseboar

dinar: an Islamic coin, tvpically mode of sold

Dreires a monastery or conven

effendiz from the Turkish, o ticle usunlly applicd to
eilucated professiingls

Eid: o feast of celehradon

emir: & governor, milimry commenider, or lslmic niler

tarwaz an lslame religiows ruling on o matter

fellah: wn Egyptinn peasant (pl. follaheen)

galabiyya: Ling, raditions! robe worn by Bavptian men

haij: the pllerimage ro Mecea, reecpubred of all Mus
Hms ot least once during their liferimes

Hajj: those who have completed the pilgrimape o

Miscour ulso thie Mushing Nasfernm of the Middle Easc

hammim: o bathhouse

haraz o lane or alley; any one of 4 number of
neighbarhoods in the traditional quarters

harta: the traditional scarf wirmn over the head by
Epyprinn men

ibn: “son of

Imam: a prayer leader or mosgue head: also the
leader of the Shiite sect

igals the woven rings worn around the head, aver
the hatto

khawaga: a rerm of tonic respect for o Western
toreigner {pl. khawagar)

khitta: one of a group of tribal domains, claimed by
powerful fumilies during the ciry's foundsnon

lotus: white water lily thar was sacred to th
ancient Egypeians

ma'allim: lierally “teacher,” but wsually referririe
12 3 TOTeTan or Supervisor

madrasa: aschool; formerly neollege of Tslamic law

mashrafivya: wooden latticework commonly used
i Cairene houses; often spelled mashrabiyye

Masr (MUH-ser): rhe common term for Egypras
well as Cairo; also spelled Misy

mastaba: literally “bench,” 8 mud-brick structure
above tombs from which pyramids developed

midan: o town or city square

milaya: black shawl wsually worn over the head by
Egvptian working-class women

masguet the English corruption of “masfid,” or “a
place of prostraton”

muezzin: a mosque official who calls the fauthful o prover

natront hydreaced sodinm carbonate CHOCUTTIRNE i
saline deposies; used in mummification rituals

garafa: a cemerery (the “g" s silent)

Qur'an: “the recitation,” the Muslim holy rext

radh: good-natured, rthyming abuse; Cairene rap,
of osor

Ramadan: the ninth manth ofthe [slamic calendar
when all Muslims must fact

sa'idiz i Upper Eoyptian

scarah: heetle tegarded as sacred to the ancient
Egyptinng; often representing the sun god, Ra

Sha'b: the peaple or the masses I

shuria: o road or streer

Shari'a: [slamic law

Sharif: Descendant of the Prophet

sharm: § bay

soug: a ket

Sufiz o Disciple of Sufisn, a form of [y lamic mysticism

Comee oy Nice
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Sunna: the exemplary sctions of the Prophet, from
which Sunni Islam s derived

tarboosh: a hur, elsewhere known as 3 Jex

Ullermaz «holars of Bslamic religion, tsdition, and L

umm; "mother of”

wadiz o desert warercourse, usually dry

wahah: on oosis

waggfs  form of Bslamic endowment trust

zaghreet: o style of dynamic vocul ululanen
Resources
Lireratune

A great many works existon Egyprand its vast cultural
anut historical heritage. In fiuct, so much has been written
wm the region, thar the task of finding materal on poine
becomes the real challenge, A good suggestion s to
narrow your focus of interest when studying things Egvp-
rinn, mnd mllor your research toals .~|1;4,;|_1.r;jjni__{|-.,.-

Thetollowing lst ineludes only those works that were
tonind either most yseful ormost inspirtional during the
writing of this supplement, and it is by no means compre-
hensive, even in this context

Naguth Mahfouz — Mo collecrion of literature on
Ll would be complete wichout Mahfoe. A Nobel
Laurcare in Literature {1988), he is tost known far s
Ciars Trtlogy (195621957 Palace Walk, Palace of Destre
arid Swgsrr Sereer, which offer o preat look st life in Cairo,
Lither j‘Hjlpﬂ].‘!l ntles include }"u‘]ie.ll.ru! .-‘L.[L'_'.'. Chilidnen of
Ciebedawa, The Harafish and Avabian Nights and Davy,

Arabion Nights (in Ambic, “Alf Lavig wa Liyla” or
“The Thousand and One Nights") — Although
Sheherezade and her famous stories have their toots th
pre-lsliomic Persia, siccessive versions down through the
ages paint o vivid picture of Mameluke Cairo, often in
specific detail. Either way, these rales are not to bie inissed.
They're abso a great source tor lirerary allusion or legendary
symbolism in any Cairo chronicle

AvrTHesTIcTT Y IDIscr Alven

The materinl presented in Cairo by Night,
while fully and uccurately researched, was com-
piled wirh the intent to serve a particular story.
Cermnin histoncal and peagraphical elements have
been overlooked, while others have been alrerad
cutright in the interests of storytelling, and this
shoukd be kept in mind. This book is a supple-
ment about o Gothic-Punk vision of Calto for
Vampire: The Masquerade, not 1 doctoml thie-
sis. Toall those whivintend v wse chis book as the
wle bibliographic reference for thetr term papers
an Egypt ot who would complain abour incensis-
tencies betwisen this and the real world: You have
Ban taarmed.

AbuLughod, Camrg (1971 — An out-of-cisee sty of
1 years of the city's history, Whar there &, however,
extremely deailed, replete with maps, chares and graphs
covering i widke mnee of subjecrs,

Anlrew Humphreys, Lenely Plmet: Catna (1998) —
Don't scoff. This lictle “rravel gulde” was invahmble
during this project, and mest Storytellers will find it 5o as
ol |

Wiadyslaw B. Kubidak, Al-Fustar Its Fenmeation and
Eady Urbun Development (1987) — A tho ighi and
somewhat diy treatise on the develspment of the eribal
khitta during the Arab conguest.

Neil 1 MacKenzie, Avyubid Cairo (1997) — Fx.
tremely focused, bur rerrific if you're looking for
topugraphical information daring from the penod,

M RLHlﬂ'IhEEL.': hn: Trl'{_:l'r:'_‘i Vicromemes (19898 —
Acvecent aduition o the trove, this lively and chaonic rale
weaves past and present i om emmently readable and
literate whole which firmly stands as thie best overall wark
many have tead on the ciry.

Docothen Russell, Medieval Catrn (1963) — An ne-
troctive, mmbling would-be wur with oy detsiled
descriptions of the city's lmpartantsites, A bit stuffy, but
well worth thie mead.

Hasan El-Shamy, Felleales of Epipt— An excellen
anil engaging work that delves deeply into the rich trove
of Egyprian folklore. The result is ur once very entertain-
ing and very edifyimg.

Desmond Stewarr, Grear Cairo Mother of the Werkd
(1996) — A respectful and well-awritten liele overview
with o handiul of obscurely colorful anecdores.

Helen Woatson, Wemen in the Cheies of the Diead (1992)
— Thissmall tome i an abgolure find for these kooking for
authenric culturnl favor from one of the most interesting
districts of Cairo, Written by a Fellow in Anthrapolosy
with St John's, Cambiidge, it is 2 fas¢inatine ook ar 1he
cubtural storyrelling crnlition amonge Egyprian women

Mustc

Cairenes, possibly more than cirizens of any other
single city, are consummate lovers of revelry and song
Whether t beat back the tide of despair that prips het
destiture populice orsimply out ofareverence for and Jove
of life, music has become sn inherent part of the day-tio
day existence of Cairenes. rs insistent thythms fill their
hemes, cars, mightclubs and even marketplaces in such an
uneniding stream thir the whaole of it all s afren referred to
a5 the “the song of Must, the song of the city.” | Tespire thie
ever-present wridead who plot and secthe beneath ber
surface, the vouce of Cairo is dynamic, vociferos and very
tull of lijee.

This teverence is seen in every aspect of the way
Carrenes absorh themselves in their music. Take their
most fmmous songhind, Umm Kulsoum: Known as the
Nightingale of the Nile, the Lady of Arahic Sone or, more
casually, as stnply alSin ("the Lady™), she mled the

Calpo oy Meam
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irwives and heares of Cairo for over 37 vears before her
retirement. Her funersl in 1975 brought over two million
moumess to the streets of Cairo, where they kidnapped
the singer’s body, parading it for three full miles uncil chey
reached the Mosque of al-Tusayn, Only the pleas of the
tmam prevented her fram belng interred next w the head
of the Praphet's grandson — such wais the messure of their
devation to their beloved songstress and her music. And
it is this universal musical spirit thar provides the mogt
waelul insplration w tase meemested in the ciry, oeber
than any specific genres, artists or recordings.

That being said, there are afew rypes of music that are
eithet matve w or singularly enjoyved by Cairenes, Ooe
such erasical seyle is# form of BEgyprian “pop ol the people”
called abjed ("the generaton”) Iv s chamcterized by
pancos bund s lapping, overlald withsymthesized chydhns
and edrchy vocal melodiss. There s also a style called

shaahi (“popula™, which s comsidered the muzic of the

working elass. Musteally, n s cruder than aljeel and s

lyricsare often satincal or politically provocative. Anyone
whi can experience either or both of these musical styles
tirsthand i in for o rare {if somewhar unusual ) oreat.

Fim

Like the rest of the world, Hollywood has long been
fuscnated by the mystery and stunning visual contrasts of
modern Egypr The following are these Westem films in
which she figures prominently, either as o backdrop or a
characrer in and of herself,

Chhertie Chemym Egept (1935)— A grest senies overall,
this cflering features borh an appropriately eerie mood as
well as o partienlarly fine perdirmance by Warmer Oland,

Clarr (1963) — This potent film is the finest of the
many temakes of The Asphalt Jimgle, containingsome nice
dats of dewntowrs Cairo, incheding the Epypeian Mu-
seum ind Tunmkhirmun's womb.

The Eng ]
et this Olscor-sweeper tells the true-life ncconnt of Laszlo
Almasy, s Hungarian who sneaks o Genman l-}'lylntuf.un.
ihiring WL Far from dyine under the [I-‘Ilr'fl-ll vaze of
Julterte Binosche, the real-lite "English patient” survives
the war and dies in Salzhure.

Five Graves o Carm (1943 — Brilliane World War I
film. Une of Billy Wilder's best, with a great depicrion of
Field Marshall Erwin Rommel during his relentless drive
townrd Egypt's caplol.

The Man From Caivo (1953%) — Disjointed thriller
ahowir a search for gold In northem Africa.

Prirple Rose of Catro (1985 ) — Although not particu-
Iy “Epyprian-esque,” it 15 2 good film overal |, and does o
alongway to emphiagize che romance with which the West
tends to view “the Orient.”

nclers oof the Lost Arkecd 1991 — Apmimg o st actually
Eeyvpr, but come on,, ir's Ty,

Eavprian Cinena
The Egyption film mdustry saw i boom in thee
1940, having produced over 300 quality filins by

the end of a decade m which the rest of the Arb
world had produced only 10, in its enticety. The
m_du-.-ty has continued to Erow SINCe, hﬁ;uﬂng an
impressive yeatly output— three times more than
all cther Arab netions combmed — and its own
[nremational Filom Festival, held snoually in Caing,
These native films {some 2,000 m toto by [9498)
torm acollective, vibrant vistonof the city throueh
Agab eyes, and are justas telling abooy Catrenes as
Haollyweod films are abour Westerners, Subritles
can tften be found farmany of the industry's more
noreworthy productions, including the following:

Bab el-1Madid (1958 — Uninoticed when || wis
released, this powertul drama about Lives in transd-
thon centered sround Chin Station has grown in
popularicy sinee. It i now considered a clasic.

Eeed Aromse the Laving (1960)— Starring the
inimitable Chnar Sharif, it s considered the finest
adaptation of Naguih Mabtour's The Beégmnmg and
the End ever filmed,

G ts Wiech Us (1956)— Ahumed Badekhan's
important film abour the dramatic events leading
up o the second Arabe Lsraeli W,

al-Mohager (1994) — This film tells the epic
hiblical mle of *the Emigrant™ Jeseph fom o re-
freshing Egyprian perspective.

El-Nasey Salah el Dhine {1963) — Also knownons
“Saladin the Victorious,"” this Yussef Chahimeclos
sic, starring Ahmed Mazher i the title role, offers
a very humane look at rebgious war, prenching
tolerance and honest diplomacy, while mdicrmg
the arrogant pursuit of glory ot the oxpense of
human life.

Rulbv Cairo (1993) — A faltering deama about o
woman searching for her dead hushind's forune,

Sadar (1983) — Origmally 1 made-for- TV thovie,
this atherwise superficial telling of the life of the Nobel
Prize-winter festures a ternific, if subdued, performance by
Lous Gossett, Jr. in the title role

The Spy Wi Eeswnee] M (197 7) — Al Bond. Wach
for the chassic seene inwhich our Bero lonches o bud gy
off the ool of the Gayer-Andeeson House

Stervgrte (1994) — Forger the plot, juse look ur the
bevy of pretty cospumes, [ocations and set designes.

Superseven Chiama Carro (1966) — MNever mund. Just
never mimd.
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They spoke 1o me again of you, reminded me, reminded me

they

tiwkme hack to the pest, withits ease, with its fores and it sweetness. . And
| remembered hoae happry | was with youwand, O me sord, [remember why
1E 08 we canme apart

—imm Kulsoum, "Fakkaruni”

Time.

Long before my sermunal moreal work, the Kieab al-
thay, ' was fascinated by its very concepr — where ircomes
feom, what (csienifies and, mostimportantly, what iv {and
= shortage ) drives men to accomplish or ipnore. When
my sire first hrought me into this world of erernal night,
S0Me 5% Centries ago now, my presumparions about rime
ang " immortalicg” were, understandably, chose thar only
a mortal could presume, Only now, haviog come this far
through the long fog of histary, do | even begin toisée ..

Thme and the land of Egypt are, with little measure of
overstitement, Imked — as brother and sister, a3 hasband
anid wifie. T pen this historical record as a living testamert
to them: to their scope, thoir ravaies, their patience and
decerr and, above all, the awesome powar that 15 cheurs to
share. IF it is 8 comprehensive history of either that you
seel; he it mundane or ocherwise, seek irelsewhere. | make
1o excuses about my designs for this brief account.

A strange murror-tale to my work on humanicy, 1t 18
equally as much the story of my kind as | have come to
undersmnd it Cairo has borne the heavy load of the
Imned for so long, and 1 believe that to learn from thar
suffering is n debt that is owed, Kindred find thar many
lessoms cun be learned in time. ...

| have heard it sald char history I written by the
victors, Aldas, amone the undead this is 2 corious fallsey:
To the Children of Caine, history s truly written by those
who have shaped its course — and they are not alwaysthe
victory,

May Allah bring ever-lasting pesce and prosperity
EPQEY YL

Abd al-Rahman b Khaldun, Wahd Al-Muonearhir

CrrvorTHEGODS

Diespite thee early Egypuian belief thur Creation began
hiere in the farm of o mound called benben, birthed by the
pods eons apo from che void of nothinmiess; 1 more
progmatic (and less specracular) view 15 more likely the
cose; Long ago, rhe land thar wis o become Bevpr was,
trenveally; buvied woder anendless sea. Warer, modern
Egypt's most scint resource, wits everything and every-
whiere v riene, the ireagradually becime soopical forest
tetming with an abundance of floea and Gaana. Lie ol all
shipes and varieties, including many tribes of early hue
wuans, flocked wo this budding prrsdise,
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The first morral inhabianes of the land they came o
call Khem soon tound thar che price they would pay for
Hemven on Earth was to live as obedient subjects o a host
of deathless masters. In their wisdom, the pods had chissen
tomitke the most beautiful land in Creation thetr home on
the living plane. And it bs in this place that their ciry arose,
dorred with diazzling palices and monuments of flawlessly
worked stone. Here the gods rested long, hot days in
private luxury, rising alter nightfiul] o walk freely among
thetr living worshippers.

Although the kine lived o serve (and, indeed, often
served with their lives}, the gratitude bestowed upan them
tor faichiul service were wondrous indeed. From the ginds
themselves the mortals were taught new and more effi-
clent wiys to make their living community thrive. Thelr
sovereign lords instructed them, firringly, on the ars of
domestication and hushandry, These techniques were
apphicd to everything possible, and these ancient Egyp:
tans had soon domesticated whear, barley, sheep, goats
and carthe, Diomkeys were put ro use for transpore, and pigs
were kept in furms outside the city. One god in partienlar
taught his subjects o deep reverence for ull animals, and ir
t& believed thar from him that they leamned w keep them
as sucred aspects of the cyele of life. Some antmals, such us
rhe grevhound and the car, were then given to the fuithful
an comparmions of ther own — 1o be taken in 1o live with
them in their homes:

Fram the other pods, the mormls leamed of commu-
nity. love, early scienee and design. One gave wno them
thie secron of flux, which was grown, spun into thread and
wowen it limen for the ciry's clothing. Anodher, presom-
ably the destgner of their own spectacular palaces, taught
the people ways o live more securely, and soon their
himes raok o an even, rectangular shape, conseructed of
amuch bereer brick. Another god poured his meralwork-
Ing gendus ineo their tools, which soon included harpoons,
hoey, spindles, looms and drills for hollowing out stone
vitsed. The people’s use of fint for blades became more
refinied. anid e assisted theim in securing copper and other
rre metalsot the day. Yeranother, one of the mos favored
among the kine by sl aceounts, took an active interest in
their sense of community and pride. She encouraped
recrention time o balance the heavy workload placed
upon them, and was the most vocal proponent of leniency

whetiever transgression occurred, One af her greatest irifts:

to them was @ powertul oral radition — 5 method by
which thetr songs and stories could Tive on through the
ayes — and the many incarmations of this gift remain o
this rulghe,

As tn also firting, the gods gave unto ther peopls o

deep pandect of beliefs centered upon s strong religion.
The dead, they were mught, were seen as holy — o be
teemsured amd revered by the living, They were raueht ro
sacrifice of themselves wy those who passed on, and they
supplied food and ather items 1o the dead in their graves,

They chunted dirges to their falten loved ones and ob-
served holy daysand nighes intheir names. Reverence for
the lords of eternity and the afrerlife thar awaired them
became parsmount, and it s from this greatest of rraditions
that the greares of strussles would srise. This serupple —
the clash of the eldest wmong the undead — would come
to be known ap the Jyhad

THeFroopAaND THE FAT L

Whether due o the inscrumable workmygs of fare or o
A terrible hulins of its residents, the grear ciry of the gods
was deomed. Part of the reason for this invariably liss (o
the fact thiat ot even the gods dwelt among oo another
as equals. By all accounis, 13 stood alove the rest. The
Thirteen were the creatorm of the othens, though the sum
toral of their progeny ar the time romains unknown. Cne
among this Thirteen, an exile nimed Ser, came w the ciry
lorg after the others and their broods had been dwelling
there fur centuries, He was an oursider, and seemed loath
s even attempr o fit in with those of has land,

With has arrival, bowever, the cirle was complere.
All the direer progeny of the Three were ar lnsr brought
together m 2 single city — rthe ciry of the gods. 1t is
unkriown why the Thirreen so strongly desired o arrend
wne ancther here, bur i is presumed o have something o
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THEFATHEROFL1ES

Although much is known about the legacy of |
degeneracy he left behind, whar is truly known about
Set himael? Legends viry wﬂ.‘.ﬂ',r sibtiut his ¢ harcrer, |
even in his breathing daye Some sy that he was 2 |
brive warriordiring this time, possessed of thestoutesr
of hisrrs, whao Tived only iy sérve Wi Toed and Tiege,
R Others say that hissoul was bome of dardeness and
that he ronled w service o the mythieal serpent
|'5I rl['lrlj'"'l T4 “I'I"Iﬂ W]tl_:l’l‘; A {’Et-'rnl;ﬂ I;mﬂlﬁ' tﬂ‘ 5“".,1110“.’ t}lﬂ'
sun ancd bathe the land i night everlasning What-

ever the case, it s sispected thar he was ulumacely
banished from the kingdom of Eﬁ','pl tovbe Embroced
in exile some time thereafter, It s also assumed ':hﬂi
following his Embrace he continued o trvel and
wits, after iy, he Lseto be heowghe o dwell inthe
clty of the gods,

The fact that See was awiy during the fall i
lurgely unquestioned. The reasons for- his absence,
however, are hotly dispured, Some say he wasmerely
gripped unce more with the wanderlust for which he
luad always been known: Othiers, however, are quick
tor ascribe anulrerior mative. His followers then-
seives painea picture of their god asan avenper—a
pradigal son who returns o find his sire murderously
bclxuve_-:l. Theyclaim that he carriea on his strugele in
this Jyhad in the namie of his beloved sire and the
othersamong the Three. Given this, and the facr that
it was shortly afrer Ser'd departure thar the chaos
restlring in the Gl Geally eropred, i can b seen o
A matrer of simply putting the pieces wpether. The
seeds of the corruption for which Set is a0 well known
could easily have béen sown in the minds of his
brethren betore he ever took leave of the ciry. There
1= some credence o this dea, as themavewould have
teft hishands elean” of che war iself, while paving
the way for a vengeful crusade thar would last for
millennin o come,

Althongh hirdeslonown forsure abour the haey events
of those rughrs, Seris still referved o by many as the Father,
of Lies, mnd it swisest not osummartly discoaneany dheory.
surroumding him or bus temible Jemcy, :

dis with Cluine's wamings w his own progeny Epcfr,'un: he
departed them. The Thineen, twened, felt competent
learm fromm thelr <ire’s misakes wi[]url.kr repeating them.
Whinever the case, [ris Lkely thar when the misanthropic
Set finally didoppear, he didso bearing a distinct, personal
upendi {the ramifications of which are, quite obviously,
far-reaching)

A had been torerold by Caine himself, the fothers were
tu sutfer the kenives of their oum sons, the price, some would
fary, for the arrogunce in their design. The progenitors, by
ancient law, had forbidden their childer from crearing prog-
eny of their own, Thewr rule: had been so staunch, thelr

povemnandce so unforgiving, that they huoted down ond
ritually executed sy and all would-be offenders — sire and
childe. Whesn the time for eevolt wrrived, as It wguestion-
ably wonld, each of the Thirreen wis to be presenr for it
cxcept forthe onecalled Ser. Arveranly a brief stay in the ciry
of the goeds, e bod departed once more for the lands of
Assyria (again, for reasons unknown), Shortly thereafter,
the collective broods of the Thirreen rose WP wrieachal
rage that shook the very heavens.

[t it wsiindly at this pc-i.nr that the variows aceouniy
begin todiffer. Some rell of acarefully planned conspiracy,
browsghie o dive fruicion sfteran age in the moking others
of o swift and brual revolution, sparked by some single
event or declamtion. The saddest of these accounts,
however, s the pacan thar laments of the inevitable end
of a golden eta, broughe about by the pety but equally
imevitable mfighting of the Thirteen themeelves. Wt
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ever the rurh is, the city of the pods was destined o full,
el full it i

Many rales have been pussed down theougli the apes
surrounsting char faretul event. Some spink of a barrle #o
fedrsoine it tore the sky eunder in fissures of lightming,
ponring the wrath of God onro the ciry below, Some
whisger of ur almost palpable pall of silenee spreading
through the carnage like o plague, while athers imsise thar
the carth's fist sandstorm rose up against the gods sind
their ciry, burying it forover. Whatever the truth, when
the dust dettled upon what the raging childer had wroupht,
iy Of thie Third Brood s well one of the Thirteen were
niy mmeme — aod warh them dicd the beauriful dream dhat
wis their ciry

AFTFRMATH

T|‘='=." kine whioo bad served rhe Tl'lirr{'cn suffered as
their gonds bind suffered, and lerle endured of theirmuimbers
in Khem afer the destruction of the city. No peasants
reemoingd to ol the fGelds, rend the herds or mind the
religiousritss. The exodus thar ensued resulted notonly in
the scantering of the foew emaining tribes that had sur-
vived the fall, bur in the Antediluvians themselves
Whether cue of desgrair ara strrige disire o emulate thedr
1|I:*~1.'J|lulu11lr o l|l'|.|tl.1‘ e, 1|'.| 'y i."._l_{_h LTL ll,.u'wd 1];1;
Tand chior had been thelr hoe for = limyg. "l""""m““h o
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one story, all bur one fiéle the need to abandon the
comrinent entirely — ab least for a time. This single
exception left Khew s well, bur wis sid m have moved
firther inlind, there mo omake the L]L'cpc-g[ parts of thie*dark
contiment” his own dofain.

Durning this time, the land began to desiccate, shifring
tirst ro savanng and prairie ond then, finndly, o deserr. The
onky immutable constunt of this provess — the one power
greatenough rowithsmand all depredations. no marter the
source — was the mighty rver Mile, The land's peo ]"lu
ﬂ.FIrlJr'I”'," beo Y L) TNV |Lw-'r i t11|_ FRVET LT u1| I'.l., |}
sixth Tn|.||r:nm|_1r!1 B - Tiu:'1.- u1111=r|.r-l|.n_u| etithier wirhin a
few miles of its lanks or within i few miles of ies dele i
which had spread o along s cmbling pach w the
Mediverranean Sea. In contrast to the surmoundirg desen,
which would grow w account for 96 percent of the land of

THEIsts Fracments

The vnly extanr firsthand recond of the story of
Set and Oslris is thiy ancient papyrus, said o be
pretned by Isis — sister-wile of Osiris and mother of
Hotus the Lighe-Bringer, It purportedly describes in
some detall the events leading up o the death and
rebireh of bath Osiris and Horos, These fragments,
however, seet to be strangely silent on the topic of
Osins' linenge — & question which has kong puzled
Kindred chrorielers.

Whir wies Oksiria’ sire ! Which among the Thirteen
hiad pr::scmncetnmgh tosee notonly Seils return, o
thepowertul rivalry thar would stem from it — a rivaley
that contimes om ever o thsnughe Inher account Jsis
recalls a pale figure colled’ Typhon who visios her
husband aver syccessive nights, departing after having
fimally beatowed upon him the Embrice. The record
detalls neither (his) clan per appearance ind, 25 there
are oo other reconded references 1w any among the
Thirteen going by sich o name since, we must deduce
vur answer by othier moams.

Wartous aceounts describe the ahilitics for which
Ohvirds developed immediate apritude — the vigor of
a dozen bulls, the sudden imesistible power in his
speach, movement as the déserr winds: Bur éven
thase do not fully help us o realize bis lnesge, w he
sion developed other abilities, exch o analmaos
trustratingly equal proficioncy: Perhaps i wis thie
eventual development of his pwn unique gift, the
renees of which were brought back from the wnder-
wareld afver his second death, thar will bead us toothe
answer, [t |« rumored that those of no hineage, the
clanless (afeen times called, rathermdely, "rhe Alum -
doned"), seem o have a propensity for the
develiopment of theirown peculiarskills, Ferhapsthis
was the secret that Osirds kept from posterity for so
!Uhﬁ Cattld e ke |:|‘u1r hi vwens e Hrse Aoy these
Cafefff — the Cainite progenitor of nelih of ¢linles?
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Egype, this strip of Land was still fertile, and its powerful
ecosystem supplied the people with all the tools and foods
that they would need o survive

The Lond of Khew o thas time was & natve son and
survivor of the fall named Asar—also called Wen-Nefer
the Beauriful One, or Ckids, 0 the many who have
followed his epic stary (n ages since. He had been s royal
among the Eine, the mortal heir ty the throne of Egypr,
and wae brother to none other than Set himsell, One
among the Thirteen, perbaps knowing what was o come,
Embroced Asar during his brocher's curious alsence and
entriated to him the protecrion of the land of dhe deasd and
15 secrers: Asa pod of the dead inon land of che dead; e
held teemendous power, ruling openly from his court in
woiat would come to be the land around modern Cairo.

Osiris’ brother did return, o hod been forerald. Bur
with him came an army of darkness, composad of servile
mortals, puils and rhose of his own Bluck blood. Set, it
seems, had returned peepared for terrible war.

Of the Thirtaen, he alone clinned Egypr as his home
Limd and, 10 the radinon of our kind, had come to declare
domain over whar was finally his own, H his family had
banished hinn, decreeing thar he would nor rule Khem as
a mortal, then he would return — romile Khem asa god,

As he had reportedly been instrocted by his miysteri-
o sire, Okiris had spent the interim years building 1 cadre
of elite soldiers from his own Blood. These warnors, the
Children of Ouirs, were his sole line of defense in the
Jyhad. Thus, a tervible bale was fought among e reeds
of the river Mile berween the forces of Osiris and those of
his brother, the Antediluvian. As Osirs was only o hand-
ful of vears undead and his brother wes one of the moss
powerful Kindred in existence, the outcome was inevi-
table. Dsins was slain, bis body angrily rent mito 13 preces
which were then scartered acrnss Khem moan attempt to
forever remove bis stain from the seat of its ruleship,

BESURRECTION

In his arrogance, Set had overlooked Okiris’ sister-
wile, lsis, She was, by all sccounts; a powerful sorceress
whio soon set about retrieving the gristle and marow of her
hushand's corpse. She was largely successtul in this en-
deavor, retrieving the entirecy of the dismembersd Cklris
save his phallus, which had apparently (and bizareely)
been eaten by a crab. Inan involved rirual, she bound het
husband's body rogether in ruowhide and invakad a power-
tul spell. Her potent magics, along with a considerable
blood sacrifice from both oxen and his remaiming follow.
ers, drew the spinit of Osiris back from the underweold —
anul back o unlife

Osirs had been ro the land of the dead and back, and
the experience had forever changed him. He returmed not
only with newtound wisdom, but with the renets of a faith
thar wionld bater grow into s powertul abiliry enabling him
a degree of control over the mging Beast within all o
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Lind. This power would remain the srandest legiey o his
fullowers for millennia to come.

Prssihly the most imporrane gift bestawesd upon Osiris
duringhistinw in the underweeld, however, vas the secret
toa rite which would enable him to save his son, Hotis, In
cruel punishment for the pride of his farher, Set had
removed Homs' eve following the grear barele; and the
frightful wound wis now. slowly killing the boy: Upon
Oearia” retum, 1sis took from him this secret and bepan
work on her mightiest spell yer — one which would e
thewrson by turning him into an undying soldier of virue

Nevertheless, Ser's agents had discovered Osirig’ TE-
turn, anad soon the prmies of Apophils were once AT
darkening their door. Another grear bartle ensyed and,
once agin, Osirisdell under the might of his Antediluvian
brother. According ro the lsjs Fragments, however, her
sem Horus, known theneeforth a1 {ee-Nedi-Tef-Ef — the
“Avenger of His Father” — rose from his funerary wrap-
prinigs in a warlike fervar and rushed ro-his mother's nide.
With Horu' help, the tide of the bartle soon turnied, snd
Set wis forced into exile once AN

TheFIrST DynagTY

Thus was un etermal struggle born, forever pitring Ser
and his minions against the tollowers of Osiris and Haorus
and theirallies. In the centuries thi tollowed, these forces
slowly gravitated in thelr warrng towsrd mural bases of
dperations, with Osiris'line more or lessh iding dominion
over the narth — called Lower Egvpr — amd St Waginy
his unholy war from his place of exile, further south afong
the Nile in Upper Egypr. As the land's mortal popuilatingy
grew, with more and more sertlements founded under the
avgis uf the oppesing groups, the country iself soon splir
into two separate kingdoms — the lower Delta in the
north, heralded by o ved crown, and the kingdom of Upper
Eevpounder Ser's command, symbiodized by & white crown.

Clirea 3100 B thes parad tem changed drastically for
the first time since Osinis’ Final Death. The followers ot
Osirisand Horus were ro capitalize on s bizarre event thar
devastited both the moral and Kindred populutions of
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the time. If the stones are ta believed » period of days
referred o as the Wieek of Midnight Sun Jescended upon
Egypr, bringing with t pestilence and bueening destrie-
tion. Although the vampiric remnant of Osirs' line
suffered as well, it was the Fallowers of Set, who ure far
ncire densitive to the light, who were hat the hardest. The
sun spent merciless nights ferrering our Ser's childer, and,
when the diys of light unrelenting lad passed, several of

THEWEEK OF MInNIGHT SUN

A lirdle-known fuble smong the ancient Egyp-
rians concernsan “avenger paddess” called Sakhmer.
The citizens of pre-Dyniastic Egynt would seon came
v know her as the agent of their own divine destoe.
tion —a lessun shared by those who dared oppose
the light and follew the dark pod, Ser, Those whe
witnessed her rerrible mmpare called her “the Eye af

#" though, inherown right, she wis known as the

"Lady of Pestilence " A rerrible maiden who brought
and held command over plague, it i m this aspect
thar the Kindred will find the most to learn.

Asthe story goes; the sun god sent his v g
eye against the peaple of Khem for plotring tio usurp
his power over the lind Tn wuth, the WA
dominion of the Lord of Dirleoess began towarry the
celestinl power, wnd he struck out in the rwo witys
thur would hure Ser and his childer the most, The
firat wiywits 10 bring che full power of the sun o bear
during o rime when the urdead were strongest. A
erimson sun shined over all of Klvem for almest o full
week, through day and night, incinerating numer-
ous Setites a3 they awake “witer dack” o find the
Hightstllshining mthe sky. The second method wis
the more insidious by far. Ra invoked the rwin
aspects of the poddess Sukhmet whe, descending
from the heavens, brought the full measure of lis
righteous westh to bear over the second PATEEt —
huminicy iself. Sukhmet tore through L pper Egypr's
villages, decimating the residents and leaving pesti-
letce her anly gift o those who survived her inirial
rages. What few Setites remalned were unable o
safely feed for some time thereafier and, it {4 re-
ported, were reduced to feeding from carrion and
ather unsavory sources until the plague had ra irs
CEILTSE,

According to the story, Ra restored Sakhimet to
4 more benign aspecr afrer her work was through
(reportedly by rricking herinre deinkin 12 VST Cjuan-
tities of brew that -had been colured to jook Tike
Blaoc). Nimethidess, it was an episode thar humbliad
the setvants of the dark god and subsequently en-
abled the followers of Osiris and Horus to prevail —
at least fou i time.

| Note: For more informution on Sakhmer and
the Week of Midnight Sun, see Rage Across Egypt).
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Set's line were lete asash in s wake. One of these victins
mcluded Set’s most powerful general inthe war againss the
notth— a childe of his own known unly s the Séomion
King. A merciless moral ryrane before being broughr inwo
undeath by his Antedibmvian sire, the Scorpion King
spearhended the Setite resistance 1o Sakhmet's (qv.)
rampage and, like so many others inder his command, he
fell beneath his clan's crippling weakiiess during those
sunlit mighrs,

In thi north, the followers of Homs (who had emersed
lurpely imscached) weok adviintage of the f@er thar moch of
Upper Egypt's power as a kingdom had been Laid mo waste.
Lower Eevot's kine, a devout man from Abvdis named

On BEmo [DJHARAOH

As legend tells i a toe Pharoh was alleged o
powssiess three individual qualities. These were au-
thority, percepuion and justice, and each was
purparted to both signify and sanciify Pharol's
divine right to rule. The way Phurach carmied him-
self wae often the charncerstic most often seen by
his followers, omd it is chis fiese divine qualivy thar
coubd be fulsihed with the grearesr ease. Most'come
minees, afraid of the power inherent in theieraler,
already presumed a certumn depree of majesty o the
oftice, and Pharaoh was often mught poise, oratory
and crowd control while in his youth.

Percepriveness wasotten seenas Phnrioh 'S most
divmely inspired qquitlity amd, ironically, was otten
the hardest ore o discem either way: A goad endre
of advisors, s woll ps some slick (albsie ancient
spun-doctoning, could often make Flamah come our
seonng ommisclent i theevesof his subjicre Some
Pharoohs, much m the wonder of their courts, were
often possessed of a legitimate insight so keen a5 1o
minkee these sround them wue belicversin his divin:
iy,

Flinrmoh's sense of justice wias aften tires the
most telling legney he could leave behind, so the
wsue was often afforded much artention at cour.
Moranly was hie concermiod abier low be woold ke
viewed by posterity bur, to the ancient Egyptians, o
truly qust mler was guaranteed 5 most agreeahle
afterlife, Although enlightetied self-interest kepr
many Pharaohs from losing perspective entirely, the
igsue o whint "just” really 15 has always been up to
wite interpreturion. Whether these qualities were
truly indicative of a great leaderis lurgely inelevarie.
The truth remaing char ancient Fgypr eréw inta the
st powerful and ndvanced civillzation the world
hod ver known. The authoritarian system dnder
Pharach led po o stable sociery thar provided for the
needs of thie people, promored education, permirted
tree worship of God, and allowed the people to leam
from theirexperiences m this litewhile beingable o
look furward 1o one afrer death.

Namnier, was spurred 1o conguer the south and inire Egypr
underone banner — rhe falcor ol Hors. He did sowith great
sucoess, establishing a central capital in the city of Sagaim
later b0 be dubbed Memphis, Normer hiw since been identi-
fied with Menes, and is penerlly credited wiel beis the first
in a long line of dymstic ralers called Pharmabs

Bt Set would soon <dither from the darkniss. During

the reign of the fourth king, Pertbsen, Serites managed 1o
inthiltrate the court, convincing Pharaoh (against the ml-
vice of his Osirmmn adwisors) to mount campaigns inro the
northeast delm. During these operations, while wiy from
those who could prevent any such undue influence, the
Youngy Ttl!l."r l‘Li.'I'I!'I-I':l! wway frorm the '|.'r"|.'|1'\_-|J'|_|]1 of Honus: ”l.
returned a staunch supporter of Ser, introducing the cult
inte mamseream warship throughoot Eeypr, He also
changed all royal seals o bear o stmnee animal figure —
referred 1o since s the Typhonion Beast — and this
remiains the fit official recond of such, This unique
antmal and ivs disrincrive shape would come ) be synony
miotss with Set forever ofier, '

The sirizn LL‘.!HLLI:. U 1|||:1,. [|'||1'l;l|'1|'rr_-|_|'|l,. cime o be
E:11ied, did not wait I».Ju}! Lin pet lll'rl.]-':gﬁ'l] L -1tl.ril.‘h;'|r||_|.-.lnd.
after the death of Pedbsen, put o plan intw effect thar
would keep the cult of Set wenk {or centuries 1 come.
Theirchosen, awarrior named Khasekhem, soon toolk the
throne of Egypr under their sudonce. Once Phasaoh,
Khasekhem — a loyal worshipper of Horus — mourieed
brural assaules pgainst the culr of Ser throughogr his
domain. His extant stele pur the number of sl Libyan:
(Set's mercenaries of choice) during his congquests ar
47,209 — jmnassacre of eple proportions, given the time
period. After the years of conquest, the king changed his
mame 1o Khasekhemul Nebuhotpme!, mesnine "the mwo
powers are ar peace in him,” to reflect and emphasize
Okirian dominance over all of Egypt once more.

ANAGror Kings

Utider the careful asgis of the O% rian. Leaue, Eovp-
v culture blossomed. Although ever aler bn wwuiting
Set's returny, they ok the opportunity thar the welative
guier afforded them to tend the flock and see that it
prospered. The ancient Egyptiane soon developed win-
drous new inventions, such as paper made from papyrus,
and began making bold advances n the wrens of s
troiomy, geometry, numerology, surpery and archiecure,
b inrhis Lase feld, particularly in that of mortary
architecture, that the ancient peoples of Eoypt would
coine tw astound the worlid,

Inthe 27th century BC, Netjerikher Djoser, the mos
prominent kingof the Thid Dynasey, crdered for e tomb
the fimst pyramid bulle of stone. The architectural peniis
behind this development, Imhotep, was renowned for his
lenowledge and had previously counseled Djoser when the
land ‘was suffering from & terrible famine, Using lowcal
limestane, Imhotep canstriscted the famous step-pyramid
of Sagaara, a large structure with stepped-back recesses,
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THe PrRopuEcy oF Nerer-Ba-HAu

Theind of this golden ern would be hemided by
an oriicle in Sneferu's court. The Seeress Nefer-Ra-
Hi furerold of how, after an age of strife and cvil b
wat, i hidden saviorwould come o unify Egyptonce
again. Mharach, who st incredulous but eneapr, had
her prophecy carefully recetded thus:

Thie Asianics will move m with stz arms, dittrh e
havrvest anid ke away cattle at plowing. The land com-
phately perishes; not even so-much dive as i fornd e
black fingernall wall servie. The sum will b covereid and
will et shine. The vivers mun dry, ariet s il oppoge
eachather. A fomeign bind will be hom i the metrshes, and
Preciple walltet it apsproach hecanse of themrneail. Fishponds
will be chimnaged and thee land wall be pros e becanse afit,
The Asianic enemmes who arose in the easeull descending
Egipr. No protector will Fsien. and the wikd beass will |
drink at the mvers of Egypt.

The lerid wdll be e dlisortler, wpslede-diun . Men will
tatke ) the suempems of wer in cordfrusion. Ponple swill beg oy
the troagt of blood and will lasgh sick lngtieer, Death il
hecome so common that peaple o longer weep nor fease in
muirning. Pecple will nom their backs while ore man kills
another Sons dnd brothers will be gs oemies, and @ man
wll Fll his onm futher, Everyone elll speak of e, bue
everythings pood uall hee diseippecred. Properey shall o
takeny from them el given to owtsiders. Cltizens shall he
trented as hatefid in onder w silence the people. If someone
anewers o sttemnent, an wm il go diee with @ stick and
mien shiall sevy, "Rl him " )

Ag the land becomes poorer, 1ts admimustratars will
merease, and taves will become heavy. The world shall
perm i reverse: the weak will have arms and men will
salute the one who beforve satured  The indermast will
now be on top. People shall come o live in the ciry of the
deud, The poor man shall be wealthy and paupers shall
eitt the sacred bread . The Heliopolitan nomie, hrihploe
of all the gods, will exist no longer.

Only swhen all seems lost o despar shall a king
emerge from the south, Amtnt the Trianphant, who
will vy the white and red erowns of Lipper and Lower
Egrpt, shall rise gl vide firch 1o clatm his destiny. The:
evtland rebellions will subdie themselves out of fear and
respect of him. The Astarics will fall 1o his sword, the
Libwyans w s flime . The serpenes shall be castinie of the
land of green prosperity, ds usll all sorongdoers

Tuestice will eome,

Although later deified by the ancient Fgyptians for his
genius, postenity givesno evidence wsuggest thin Imhorep
wirs anythung other than what he appeared 1o be — an
ardinary, iF brllione wortal mar,

It wens indeed a time for powerful morals, and the grear
butlders of the Fourth Dynasty were the very embodiment of

the iden. Extant writings from the time indicare that the
ks had ganed an unprecedented power and anthority
over the people, whohad come eoworship their king as s god,
demanstrate not only great layalry ro their god-king,
bur also the advancing skill of their architects, engineens,
artisins and butlders. In 2613 BC the new Pharaoh Sneferd
inaugurated the Fourth Dynasty and aversaw the bulding of
rwo more, larger pyramids. And though it was he who was
respansible for the world's fiest true geometric pyramid, the
Red Pyramid s Dashur, Sneferu was to be otrdone unly a
single gpeneration later — by his successor and son, Khnatu
Khufu was less liked, but he communded obedience
from his subjects by promising fme rombs for royal families
and highoffictals ina cemetery next to his pyrimid ar Gim,
He is remembered for being o slave driver of sorts, due o
the immense manpowet the Great Pymmid's construction
invariably must hove rkin. Compared to the lage and
commodious howses of the rich, the crowded mud-brick
and tharched barracks of the pyramid workers lend some
credence to thisclaim and, ar the bare minimum, confirm
the disparity berween rhe socul castes during Khufu's
reign. He was succeeded by his son, Khafre, who bl
another pyramid almost as [arge immediately nexe to thar
of his father. In his own righe, Khalre 1= most well-known
forcommissioning the construcrion of the famous sphinx,
to be carved out of the nearby rack, and according i
legend, bearing the face of Pharaoh himsell. Due 1o the
unparalleled building accomplished in their succesive
reigns, is not surprising that both Khufu and Khafre were
remembered in tradition as hoving been exremely diffi-
cule rulers.
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Menkaure, who followed Khafre, is un:nllt.':d Ly
Heredotus with liberanng the people from the cxcessive
labor of the grear pymmed builders. As Mharach, he e
apeneid the emplesind neturned to rivaal sagrifices, which
bl Been sgmoeed in favor of more scholarly pursuirs during
the reigns of bis predecessars. The death of Phamaoh's only
duaghrer, hiwever, would signal a change i beith his muile
ard the doys to come. Wt iy beve boen thie sbelest
mmcve revdute on the parrof See's fillowers — e engineer-
e of hier demise — opened the door o Eaypr once more,
King Menksure withdrew in déep mourning over his
daughter Las chey konew' he would), and the many affaies of
atite sotlored. ."\.'[;\:_u]n_:l: J'|_|_-; Fu_"uplq: ered U i J.L‘-:-i}l.!l.'a-
ticry;, Phasmoh could hearnone of i e Lived only tomourn
his lost love, lavishmg grnd strencion on her mavsoleum
while lgnoning his subjeces’ needs and the security of his
own donain. | ll"--li|'-'|"f1i'~h=.'rili'i'|]"]|_‘d.1“::]1rii'htl‘u,x_|d quar-
reled, and the kingdom of Eeypr splintered beneath the
welght of sudden and widespread chacs.

During the contision, a pewerful family leaded by a
Setite named Acthoes arse in the Fatyum. This family
canne torule the centrnl portion of Egypr as the Ninth and
Tenth Dymasties, rurning Hesclespolis intoanotherstrong-
hold oF Setite power. Atthos, by nll aceounts some kind
of Secice Npostate, witk known tor Tis TP ILIJLl'-ﬂl.I‘.' Ver
and limirless crueley o Bis morl subjecis, A ording o
legend, he perpetrated so much evil upon the Egyprian
T.‘{ii-i"n{‘ thar he soon went mad tram his own :_h_'prl_w_]_q'riljrrw,
being finally carmed off by a crocodile. Although himself
gone, Acthoesdett a lepacy of rulers frow b family in
Hewmeleapols, each continuing the radinon he began —
thar of 4 distiner sepasation from and authority over the
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Thebes was not anly the most powerful city-srate of
thisse unider Heracleopolis so-called sovercignty, but the
mit enraged by the separarist Acthoes and his descen-
dimes’ clanms of supremaey. Although the two apparently
atempred co-existence for o timie — most likely the
mfluence of the older and wiser Setites of both camps —
the sepurate peace was nat o I.Est._Thr: conflict between
thie twir cume v bl o reedible Bactde berween the
Thebans and the armies of King Neferkare — the fiest
recorded lurge-scale dispute between opposing Setite farces,
Although eeiumphine thar nigh, Neferkare's vierory was
share-lived. The Ninth Dynasty came to an end after the
Thehanrevolution of 2133 BC, establishing Theban inde-
pendence under Menthotwep 1 and retuming the o
city-states (o theit previous, wirring condition. Bur with
the denth of King Merkare in 2040 BC, and the sudden
dnmage it subsequently caused the Heracleopolitan gov-
ernment, Thebes seized s chance. Mentuhotep invaded
Heracleopalis in a final, bloody siege, retuming full con-
trol aver all of Egypr ro the Serites of the Thebes once
i — thus ending the legacy of Acthoes: lronieally,
Mentuhotep is credited as being the second unifier of the
nurth arid south in Egyprian history, as well as the inaugy-
raror of the Middle Kmpgdom — his rewards for loyal
service to his nmbitious Setite masters.

Menrubotep Himdertook extensive building of mor-
wary temples in Upper Exypt and sent off expeditions w

Nubta, Libyn, Syria and Sinai for materials-and men. He

bosted of dominating the “nine peoples of the bow™
Egypt's traditional enemies — by clubbing the eastern
lands, siriking down the hillcountres, tompling the
deserts and ensloving the Nubians and the Libyins. In
estublishing order throughour Egypr, the process of
recentmlizaron hid begun, and the Setives of Thebes now
dominated the admimstanon, Socceeding his fatber in
2000 B, Mentuhoten 1] organtzed an expedition of
3,000 pmen 1o travel enst friom Koptos to re-establish rade

Cumo i N

with Pune vin the Red Sea. After 12 yenrs, e wis suc-
ceeded by the brief reign of Mentuhorep IV, whose vizier
vrdered and personally led another massive expedition o
the Red Sea, purportedly following a nighrtime vision he
had received from the gods. There, the sdvisor mircu-
lénsly found the stone for a sarcophiagus where n pazelle
biad dropped her voung, In returming with bath the stone
and the tle, heforever changed the course of histary. This
vitier—a man by the namie of Amunemher— sarablished
himsell as the nexr king, ending the em of the war-torn
chaas thar had become Egypr.




TrHe HIDDEN SAVIOR

The accession of Amunember | was jnstitied as fullill-
ing the prophecy of Nefer-Ra-Hauw, Ax his nams indicates,
he promoted the worship ot the god Amun — the “hid-
den” This secretive ged evennually sttmmed widespread
popularity in Egypr, and his name ts probably the origin of
the word that is still used for the ending of prayers, After
seizing power, Amunember’s true intentians (and loyal-
tigs) became apporent, und he adted quickly, moving the
cupital porth to Memphis once again. The chiefs of the
local momes were restored 1o their powees and privileges,
and their districes became clearly defined alung the Nile.
In reality, these and other key systems were implémented
by thie Osivian League vo prepare the populace for impend-
g war against Setite forces i Upper Egipr

Dharing his 30-year réign (2088 sole Pharaoh, and 10
with hiz son as co-regenr) Amunemhet knew no peace.
Set and his: chisen assalled this so-called messiah con-
stantly, hoch with guile and with sword, and Amunember
struggzied nightly to keep his kingdirm united. As he aged,
bils s Sesertris began 1o take on more and more duty and
when it came time 0 tike the fight to the foe again (this
timic in Libya), Serontris went in his stead — the proud
leader of hus father's armies. And it was during this time,
while Sesostris was away at war, that Serite ugents struck
an arefil blow.

The Libyan threat had been a smoke seraen, intend-
ing to diviele powar within Amunemhbeds eours While his
san was away, the savior Phamsoh, left with lide
sateguard him at court, would be silenced once and for all,
Lute one nighr,a cadre of conspinng eunuchs (1o a man,
ghils of the sime ambitions Serive) sneaked into the roval
chambers, setting npon Amuncmhber while he lay in bed,
Although founid unsurprised, he was no longer the warrsor
bie omece wits, and the Phariob fell hefore the company of
empowerci betrayers. [0 u curious twist of fate; the assas-
anation ultimately accomplished norhing. The aged
Amunembet had already committed o resigring all tem-
poral power over Egypt to his son wha, much to the
chigrin of the presumptuous Setlte conspirators, soon
refirned from Libya vicrorious. . . and very much alive,

In 1878 B, Sesoatris L became king and somehow
manazed o conenljse power over the regions of Lower,
Middle and Upper Egypr by administeating o unit of three
othicers under command of the vizier. Under this system,
the decreasing power ot the nobles allowed for the devel-
opment of a larger middle class, and Egypt's social
stratification grow lesssevere. Concerned about the grow-
Ing Serite forces in “wrerched Kush," Pharach had a
channel excavated through the first cataract to allow
passage for his warships, He attacked, devisturing the
Tunriu of Nubia by wiping ot their sertlementy, carrying
off their women, fouling their wells and bumning ther
grain flelds. Although incrensing numbers of Astarics
unrnigrated s Egype to work as servants, the entmnce of
Nehesyu (Negroes, whom Pharaoh had been advised o

view as Setite pawns) was limited to prading and official
busiriess following the war.

urring the +5-vienr rietpn of Amunember 1 devel) i
ment continued of the mining und the irrdgation systems
of Lake Moeris at Faiyam. This long period of prosperity
atrracted even more inmigrants, who Began ra grow into
arecessary niche ot the Epyptian social infrasincnme. His
suceessor, Amunembet IV, ruled quictly and fiir onlyv nine
short years. His was rule was followed by thae of his sister
Sebekneferu, u woman of whim and apperive who reok for
her court advisors a cadre of slick-skinned over people
Sebekpefen, Tke the womin who had niled before her,
was the Last of a dynssty; with the demise of the Middle
Kingdom in 1786 BC came the demise of the Ouirian
League once more. The perry line of rulers chat followed
was casily manspuluted into using even mare increasing
rimbers of Asiacie inmigranes, and it was this urilicy thin
was to prove their downfull.

THeESHepHERD KINGS

In rhe eastern delin, the number of Asintic nomads
and shepherds had been increasing stendily. Sct’s plan was
to use this veritable army ofvdle peasanes as the instrumen:
of his reclamation of Egypr: Under his mudance, this
pastoral people ook up wrms, consumed with 3 newly
cultlvated apperite for conquest, They overwhelmed the
city of Avaris fnshar order, esmblishing it as the capitl
for whar became the Fifteenth Dyrusry of the Hyksos: the
Shepherd Kings. There they adopted Set as their wad,
meeting strangely lirde resisrance from the most powerdul
prissithood in Avaris ar the tirme — thae of the pod Rl

In 1674 BC, the leader of thee Hyksoy, a disciple of
Ser's calling himuelf Apophis, drove his army further into
Lower Egypt. Guided by brillime Setite strotegy, the
shepherdarmy sieged, encountering little opposition from
the now-beleaguered city of Memphis, With the full of the
Owirian League'scapiral, their remnantsscarcered Tike dust
ncross cracked limestone. Apophis immiediarely nstinned
the worship of Set in the city, ardering his men o burchet
anyone who was found to be still loval i Horus.

Under Hyksos rule, Egypt becime o war zone. Even
those who felt no loyaloy to the Osinan Leapue resented
the fereign ceeupation. and they chafed under (e Osirian
dissidents encouraged this revolutionary behavior, some
fleeimg to the north ind south 1o spensor would-be rulers
of smaller clry-stares chroughout Egvpr. One such success
was found in o ovan numed Seqenenre, whao took control
of Thebes and ruled there as s Sevenrecnth-Dynamy
king. He becsme such o thorn in Apophis side thm »
shadow war erupted, resulting in the nssmsination of
Seqenenre. Although succesful, the victary proved o
Pyrehic ane for Set — the seeds of rebellion hud ulready
been planred,

The expulsion of the Hyksos was finally ac compl b
by wwarmior-parrior named Ahmose, the vaunger brather of
the great Egyptian warrior Kamose. Afrer no small mensype

Crarean One: Sis o 7w Frnetss: A Hisoiny or Coumg

29




N

Ehwgpléw-ﬁmmh
ﬂ LRI L o T A ?‘q'l'l"lu.ﬂ '.,l.
vk 2 Huul.'w_, I\lht o Far |
E mﬂ}rﬂ?‘v Df kf! H'ﬂr Jl-l ?‘,ﬂ-rnojﬁ ] 1
it not Fav s tvamic offovee e Pastws 15 r}n
m}n rﬂr r-trhu: eague har Lrauq; e
m.muﬂ* ot lrawe the A um-;mpf B
f f&z-m- i-L mel%h wv‘t’r‘t‘ww |
Jl-ifﬂ lét F !/lu _th%

of planaing, a5 well as an carly findrmsmg effon, the
comsripts of Ahnose were able to march on Avaris, sacking
it In due course, Por this victory, Ahmose is honored as the
fesuncler of the Eigi".-t:‘_'.:rﬂh ] 1:"r'?l‘l-‘l."tlfﬁ,-' .'|l|.d Il|1_' Mew K_lugdu HII
Hissoldemswers tewardied with gold, Lmd aod former Setite
thralls mx pesonnl slaves, When viewed fFom o histodeal
perspective, ol the measures implemenced by the war bero
Ahrmiase tormed ancene Eoype into the world's fiese malicary
anisrocracy, His Osiman advisors, niding the frenmed wave of
rill:' | |'r'l|:‘|.h"|l F"E:III.’-'II;"HI :'['Illl_ﬂ‘l_l _a'|li'|'|'i|l'|*_f\'._' (5] |-l|||,f'|'|'a' |_-!\ |'|[:'|
Wi reiry I\l,.' drving further inmo | -'r-ru':r Fg':,.'rr Sor's minlons
ﬂ-‘i“ |IL‘II.I I} |il.‘1||.|l'| i|| e Wy and | 115 !r AT |'. ||'|E|l_:|| BETL :_rL'lr\".“'-_"'_'-‘\.

of whi wore the coowmn), mnd they reasoned thar the iniria
five must be pressed while the enemy was on the run.
Almose rove w the occasion, driving dhe Hylmos all the woy
throngh Ulpper Egyprand into the Kush, whicly soon fell to
hiis armies s well,
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THeSerpenT Comns

Following the humbling defear of the Hyksos, Set
seems o have decidled o sirike arthe hearc of the problem.
The women in the family of Ahmaose had held consider-
ableinfluence ur court, including Phurach'ssister Netertin
wham e hud made his wife. Nefertiv was brought under
the Influence of adents of Ser for her brother's efforts in
destroving the dream of an Fygypr anified under Set's
banniet, They monevvered the court of Ahmese ianto
creating rhe relwioos office of "God's wife of Amun™
which, in i, marked the beginning of the worshipping
of queens ns divine aswell as kings. lnso doing, Set hoped
o hnng the very office that had plagued his rule for
cefmuries under his sway — the office of Phamoh, He
firund no small mensure of sSuceess in thiseffore, leading 1o
the rufe of :'-‘mmnhnr.:p [, an Eg_;','|'|T:|::r| iconoclast who
abandoned rhe building of pyramids and was the first o
sepatate the temples from the winbe,

The Setite plan worked (though probably not for the
asors they believed), and Lower Baypr began o fall
undér their sway once amin. A sefivs of WHTTHONRETINg
generals spearheaded anage of Setite strpremacy, and their
domirion reached its senith under ts grestest general,
Thurmuose [ Thurmaose, who had scceded the throne by
marryine the roval heiness, expanded the empire further
than his predecessors, i rime reaching as far as the

Euphrates River, He brought vicious campigns againat
the Mimnsi and the Nublans, all the whil lerreting o
Oksirinn dissidents. O his retuin o Thebes, he o aptured
Nubian chief loyal to Osiris wnd had bis body hune head-
dawn from thie prow of his hirge For soveral months wlile
i cimarner <hannel was repaired, Thutmusise was briea] and
merciless, and *lessons” such as this became comumor iplace
among his subjects, Although the fighting spirit ol (s
people remained, all of Lower Egypr groaned ander the
welght of Thutmee's butharous reign,

His successor, Thutmose: |1, proved equally vile, but
he died miysteriously in 1504 BC, afrer hoving ruled ton
ondy elght years. His wife and half sister Harshepsur ac
ceded his throne, ruling alongside Thuttmose 11— iz son
by another woman. As he wisonly nchild when hs fither
died, the boy had w share power for 22 years with his
stepmother and aunt, Queen Hashepsur. Although
Hlli“.-ih;_'pFul Wi [-j]'\'l.':inuj_th'] |l."111;j|,|:, the ..,;|_,||_,]1~ .,4|' Arhun
surprised the:populace by decluring her Pharach — no
l:‘.lll'lC‘F ST L'i.lujl.l everelaim such —and -J|';u,- WSSO0 3
Euypt's mrue ruler for the remainder of her long and
prosperous redgn. She was a beloved queen who expanded
Eg‘,'p!_‘l'.m imterests abroad, overses me severnl prosperons
expedinons inher rime, When Harshepsor died, Thurmose
Ml nceeded the throne and, justas the Pharaohs before him
hud done, immediately began campaiens to exrend thee
powers and burders of Egypr, Unlike his predecessars,

PATRONOFTHE Sun

Caino’s "first” and most enematic Carite remains
i mystery, even o those of his own line, Historical
aceounts agree that he hatled from one of the coasta]
citles -'L[-'-l'u;" the |"lrl1:L']Il'l:rl'.u'lr.'.'l:||.I Tt t‘ht“p L[iff-ﬁ'r as T
whether o wis Amros or Flallcamipssus. either is poss
sible, though the fatter is more likely, The mistwidely
acceptid theory claims that when the Dorlan con-
glomerare of cities known as the Hexapolid expelled
Halicamassus for breaches of temple etiguerte (s
becoming the Pentapolis), Agonistis departed, seek-
ing-forrune and (nsight in the lands across the soa.

A mortal, Agonistes likl been Bsciniated by the
mrertwining conceépts of death and afterlife, arid wie
rurmored to have ncrually sought oue thie Embrace seme
time around the Titheenry BC.His thiest for know]-
edee was marched only by a boundless capaciey fir
understanding thae which was learned, and the coms
mensurite drive to nchieve that understanding,
Agimistes’ sire, an unknown Cainite of Babylonian
extraction (if the legends wre true), saw in him both
this thirst s this drive, and eraciously courted
Agiristes (1 n:giu um'.mlin_-;_l.

Sioom after, Aponistes wis compelled 1o travel to
the City of the Sun — a place thar most of the natve
undead koew 1o avoid. The Damned, his sire (n-
struceed, were no longer meant wo stand in the light of

Crod, Agonistes refused 1o accept this, however, arid
the fwisoon parted company. Agonistes’ sire returmied
to Babylon, leaving his errane childe o discovir thie
patnful rruths of Camnire exastence on his own

Asa Kindred, Agomsteswas the closest thing thar
Heliopolis had ever had 1o o “savior.” He donared
heavily of himself in both time and effort to i peiple,
and the modest area surrounding the Temple of Re
soum grew 1o become i vibrant city under his sponsar-
ship; Asonistes alio encouraged independent thought
among the pri §, though rever to the exclusion
of their own teligious beliefs. Much [ike St Thomas
Aquinas and other latter-day religlo-scientists,
Agonsstes believed in the advancement of scholarship
undir the aegis of religion. A deep and profound fich
wasrequired roexhort marsal mun to greater heighis of
scientific achtevement, nnd he encournped the cori-
current development ofboth among Helbopolis' priests
Indeed; his own existence asane of the Damned could
only have further confirmed this fundinmental belief,

For over a thousandyears; the presence of Agonstes
ensured]- thar the light of Heliopolis — che Lghr of
wisdomand uf trath—would cutshine that of ull orbier
Butinthe end, as Agonistes hinwelf most sssuredly knew,
titrie itnelf would come to clsim its e, extimmmahving
base the brilliance G the Uiy of the Sun,
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however, he seems to have concentrared salely on issuesof
econamics and forelgn policy (such as the ncquisition of
Ciazn anul other recricaries), and he seems to have made
lircle headwity on Ser's behalf in the sncient war againse
the Owmirin Lengye

Crivy OF THESUN

T che i century BC, the oldest pluce ofworship as
well ms scholarly thoughe i all the lund of Egypt was
destroved. As a religions center, Helinpalis (*City of the
Sun”) had seen no equal. Tt had bieen chesire o the sacnad
henben stone, as well as the home of the ancient ren iple of
Rat, whete it ts said thar writing was first developed, v was
thie O of the Bible, where Joseph married the daugheer of
the temple’s high priest, Poriphar, and where the infane
Jesies Hest uerered sound within its ruins, while his mother
wished his clothes in o hletoglyphic tough.

—_—
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Heliopolis was also peerless as a center of leaming. I
had been the world's nesus ot mathemat ics and astronomy,
beirys respansible for both the fiest 363-day calendar and
A-hour clock. It was to Egypt that the finest minds of
Greece had come ro study. According to legend, the
philosophers and priests of Heliopolis were attended by o
single childe of Caine up until the night of their ciry's
destrucrion. Although his original name remaing o poine
of some contention, postenicy has come o call the undead
schalur of Heliopolis Agonistes.

After his Embrace (see “Parron of the Sun” sidebar),
Aponistes had traveled far to join the monmne exstence
of those who studied nt the City of the Sun, Inso domg, he
became one of the first Kindred to ke o lasting mark on
what was to become modern Coiro, It i unknown exactly
hirw long Agonistes was in residence at Heliopalis, bur ir
Is Enown that he win present for s destruction ar the
hinds of the Persian emperor.

PrErsian ConguEst

Under Cyrus the Great and his son, Cambyses, the
Persian empire had spread Far snd wide, raking conrral of
Babylom and orher essential enstem rerritocies; Chmbyses
had been planning an invasion of his wealthy neishbor 1o
the west hF;»r over three years, and he had coverad all the
strategic bases, even accounting for the Egyprinn army
fself. One of Pharach's most prominent generals wos o
Grerk mercenary from Hallcamassus named Phanes.: Us-
ing tictics he had learned from hes Gather, Cumbyses
successfully bribed the honorless Greek into defesting
with his men w Pemin,

The wily Perston emperor then nullified the Egyptian
navy s i threat by pliying to the one facer of the Egyprian
mndset that he could count on: religion. The leader of the
navy, o man named Udjuhorresne, abo happened to be s
high priest of the gad Neith, Cambyses had cleverly
pledued his devorion w Neith shortly before, offering
significant tribute ro the god's primary temple in exchange
tor the admirnl’s mactvity during the impending inva-
ston. Udjnharresne apreed, and it became a simple mattes
ot wairing for the right moment to strike.

When the widely populae Phuraoh Amasis died, lesv.
ing Egypr in the hands of his incomperent san
Psammerichus, Combyses knew thar the moment hud
arrived. Linlike his father, Psammenichus was weak and
largely without the respect of his own priesthood, and m
315 BC, the Persian army swept mito Egvpt prucucally
umcontested. With o fotmer BEgyption generl spearhead-
ing the assault and the Egyptian navy siving (dle in the
Beed Sea, the entire brilliane campalen was over i o moner
of weeks.

Dlespite Paammerichis’ milicry mcompetence, how-
ever, the people of Beypr continued © msist the new
occupation by the latestoutsiders, Uprisings flired all around
Egyprasthe peasantry assembled tosuceeed where Mharach's
Ul-tratned army had fadled. Cambyses retalimted, bringing the
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capitol of Memphits to lts knees and sacking several ather
Mileside cities o cement contral. He slauphrsred the sacred
Apis bull thiak was ket ot the Trmph: ol Prah, establishineg
Memphis as the provineis] capitol of the Fersion enpiee.
When these measures were tound wanting, he contrived to
sirike o blow stmghtn o the Eeyprion hearmr — g lessom 1o
those whi would continue to resist that which must be.

Although the priests and scholaes of Heliopalis had
little to do withs the peasant revolts, their city itself was a
symbol of Egyption greatniess— asymbol which must be
rorn down as an example. (Cambyses’ men rore through the
ciry umril they reached the eremal Temple of the Sun,
whereupon rhey were given the order o destroy the
ancivnt site toos foundationg, Agonistes, the mighny
mentar af the Hellopolitan nome, watched unmoved s
his people scrambsed and his buildings bamed, When the
fires had eooled and little remained of what hiad been the
oldest and fmest mstitotwon of lenrmine i the world,
Aponistes had moved on.. ., leaving those who remamed in
whint was left of Heliopalis tostart all over again

BAapvLON-IN-EGYpT

The first settlement m the area thar remmns to this
nig he s an ancient forrress o rhe enst bank heyghesof AL
H\.'-H‘;]LI. i | "I-I TLLE ”t. [I]t' MIH].IH.IlIl |_||]l"| S‘Hlllll" LInue MTI'I‘[f]‘,d
600 B, prisoners had been brovght from the ceently
conguered Babylon o asist inthe building of thes river-
siche tortress. These Baby lontan workers became the area's
Fiest permanent inhabinmes, slong with the detachment of
soldiers for wlhom the formres had been constructed, The
it wis chosin wiscly, a8 the cast bank jusr soath of
Heliopolis had once been wsel 55 2 Pharaonic river cross-
ing, using the Bland of Rhoda s & midway poine. The
Eovpoan name of this Mileside encunpment was Per
hapi-tn, meaning “river house of On® — or, the porr of
Heliopalis — mut irsoon came fo be known elsewhere ns
Babylon-in-Egypr.

When Cambyses perived, he broughe with b bose of
workmen from Habylon on the Buphrates. The primary
PP fer thiig iumiiration was to complete the eastemn
candl ro the Red Sea thar Plumoh Necho bid begun some
Ul yearseartier. Cambyses understood the importance of the
ericsmpment thit had grown amund the formess of Babylon
From here, one could control access o the Upper Nile,
eepecially of a funcrioning canal existed. Such a canal would
link Babylon to an east thar had grown richer and more
developed since Memphis' glorydays. In addirion, Babwlon's
prosamty to Rhoda stflowed for the ensiest ravel berween
banks o he found anywhere along the Nile. For Babylon-in-
Eoypr, enst mnd west were never far away,

Although Babylen was geographically pivotal as a
nver erossing, the relanvely new fortress and s inhabie-
anes had lietle to offer the handful of Assamites who rode
with Cambyses inco Egypre &s such, thelr acrentions wers
drawn elsewhere — further o the south, where the e

muining Serite srongholds lay. Babylon was perfect for
the designs of Aponistes, however, and ot was to this
budding portside formess thar he wis drawn following the
destrucrion of the Ciry of the Surn.

Same believe thar Agonistes wasenumored of Babylon-
in-Egypt simply because of itx name, in whar might have
|l.‘:k:11 d .'-l-ll‘l.'.umvi;lﬂll'- |.|1“iiT1_' (o reponnest with !1[; ||,|m;-
gone sire. Others believe Aponistes envisioned anew Cry
of Light in the growmg forrress-city, a place where leam-
ing and faith could once again be encouraged to grow
alongside one another. Deteactors af this theomy ascribe o
more pragmatic intent o Agonistes’ decizion: Memphis
was hame 1o several Kindred with whom he wished no
intercourse, and none of the othersmaller cites along the
Nile could provide bath the sustenance and isolation tha
the quiet scholar reguired.

Alrhough possessed of a philosophier spirit, his Blood
wias still char of Cane,-and Agonistes bore o simmering
distaste for the Pemsion harharians who hod so thonghe-
lessly destroved centuries of erudition. Therefore, when a
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Pemian Cainite named Nubonidus came 1o dwell within
his domun, Agonistes’ first thoughes were of cool revenge,

Strangely, such designs were soon quieted hy
Mubauniclus himself. He confessed to Agonistes thar he had
cume to Babylon-in-Egypt specifically o seek out the
distinguished scholar of Hellopalis, m the hopes of study-
ing under him — not 1o infringe upon his domain, nor to
assiat in the termitorial squabbles berween rhe Followers of
Ser and the invading Children of Hagim.

According ro legend, the two guietly convened i
Apomistes’ modest quarrers inside the furtress, speaking in
bushied vones Jong inta the warm Egyprian night. Ardawn,
having talked of many things, Nabonidus offered 1o leave
Babylan should his gracious hose wish it Agonistes de-
chined. instead offering extended hospitality to his unlikely
Persin guest, and inso domg, embarking ona partnership
thuat wu‘nslxld grovw in o something neither of them had ever
dreamed

ALENANDER

In 332 B, after abmost 200 years as a province of the
Persian empire, Egypt became the ambition of the grearest
generil the world had ever known, A former pupil of
Aristorle, the Macedonian wirrior Alexander from the
Ureek fringe came o deliver the kand of Egypt from the
yoke of Persinn rule. Unlike the lnd's previous conguer-
ars, Alexander artived with an open mind and heart, ready
ard willing to embrace native custom and culture,

As such, Alexander's entrunce wis ultimately. wel-
comed by nearly il the Catnire inhabitents ul Egypr, The
Toreador, who had taket up residence along the Medirer-
ranean coast during the heyday of the Greeks, had suffered
numerous indignities under the barhane Persians: Only
their remote location —sequestered at the northerntip of
thie empire —allowed them to dwell in relative pence, The
Egyprian Gangrel of the Western wastes found rhe Persinn
interlopers boorish and intrusive, The Children of Oxiris
— belicving they had things well in hand before then —
saw the machinations of the Setites hehind Cambyses!
sucklen conyuest, Both fisught to return control of Egypt to
ket Egyptian children, As for the Setites themselves, ..
noedless o siy, thiey hisd rheir hands full with the Asganiites
who had come to seize hath mortal followers and ancient
holdings. Indeed, looking back it seems that Persian nule
wiis nppreciated only by the invading Children of Hagun
and those few Camites to whom they had promised favors
iny the tire before thedr amrival.

In addition 1o his refreshing expulsion of the Persians
(who had done their best o extinguish numerous cher-
ished nspects of ancient Fgyprum culrure), Alexander
established o new capitol further norch, the pore ¢ty of
Alexandria, which served todew unwanted mortal atten-
tion away from the crowded cities w the sputh. The
unileasd of Merphis had grown facoff of the miseries of the
kine, and their security meant more thim the relutively
minot wsue of where Egypt's moreal overnment was to he

adoumuserared. As long as the Camares were loft w rend
their flock in the manner tw which they hod become
accustomed, Macedonion rule would be welcomed with
open arms, Meanwhile, the kine of Egypr (whohad greeted
Alexanderasa Eresr liberator) bc*,:::m tor genne |y prosper
fie the first time innearly rwo centuries,

When Alexander himselt dicd away on campaign, his
body was brovght back ro Egypt for burial in Alexandria—
the city he had bulle but never seen, Upon his death, be
begueathed Egypt to his most fvored peneral, o oun by
thie name of Prolemy. This general became the fist of
Mucedonian dynasty that would rule Exypr from the city
of Alexander for nearly 300 years,

Under the Prolemies, Egvpt prospered. The Greck
influgnce thar had made Hellopolis strong now empow-
eredallofEgype, mmd its capital soon became the precmment
city of the Hellenistie Age. The nesus of Europe, Asiz and
Adrica, Em"pt ﬂm:nmp:issa'l all the m;lpmlﬂn:l:nr qu.!]itiu.-;uf
the union thar brought it into colonial rule. .. bat only
the north. Although several Toreador and Lascn bra did
emigrate tothe new cnpitol ciey, seeking bold and interest-
It horizons in Macedonwan Egypt, the area south of the
delea was left largely o is own devices, Babylon-in-Egypr
and the now-forgatten Memphis were left behind, conrent
t) be seen us backwarer municipalivies of the empire. The
few respecrable scholars aimong the Greek Toreador who
had lenown of Agonistes also krew: of his solicary narure,
and they proved equally respegtable in lering him be, For
this, Agonistes and Nabonidus were eternully grateful —
their work was not far the prving eves of the Athenian
court-schemers of the night,

THeE Riseor Rome

Although the preeminence of Alexandria brought
digmqr and erudition back i EL’.\-‘}"E- it also Bn;ughr o=
wanted attention from thise of & mnd far COMMJLEST.
During Prolemaic rule, Rome hid begun to expand beyond
its horders, promoting trade and miritime commerce with
all the lands acties the Mediterranenn. By the first cennury
BC, Roman roads were bringing Egyprian prains into the
Eeerreal City on adaily basis. The Romans knew thar Egypt
was producing an agricultural surplus, and thiir eyies grEw
large ar thie progpects:

The 14dh ruler of Prolemy’s line — the notorious
Queen Cleopatrs — had been made 3 Sétive ghitl in the
intering, if the romors are correct. Cleoparem certalnly
acted the parr, using all her womanly wiles to wio Emperor
Julivs Caesar and therehy stem the tide of rhe expanding
Roman appetite: The affair worked foe i time, staving off
the Roman conguest of Egypr until her lover's infamons
murder in 44 BC. Her only remaining hope was to gamble
on yer pnather lowve atfair, thas time warh Roman gererl
Mare Antony, bur when her rebellions parameour tell
during the naval Bartle of Actium, Cleapatra knew thatal]
biope for an independent Egypr was Tost. Antony's nem-
esits, Ueravian, who would later become Emperor A ugustis

Cop 5 N

H




Uiesar, proudly marched oo to Alecandr to claim Foype
as his personal possession.

Rather than submir e Octavian, Cleopatm decided
to fike mmtrers into her own honds. In 30 B, Cleaparra
Vil Philoparer, the last of Prolemy's line, locked herselt in
aroemar the top of her rower in & lexandrin and submirred
herself to the bite of an Egyptian Cobra, thereby ending
Frolemaicruleand slgnaling the dawn of Egypr asa Roman
granary. If the rmaory of Cleoparra'’s being thrall to an
elder Setite were indeed rrue, her inscrutuble regnane had
long since abandoned her by this time, perhaps tn favar of
blood better spent elsewhere.

Tre FALL OF ANTINOUS
| lieliewve the rale goes something like this....

Antinous was born in the town of Bithynion-
Cloudivpelis, m the Creek provinee of Bihynin o the
nrthwest coast of Asia Minor. Although his parentage and
exactdare of birth remam unknown, extant records describe
him as merkakion — a word indicaring 2 young man of no
more than 20 — at the time of his death in AD 130
Although the lack of information on Antonius’ eary days s
frustrattng i the sxmeme, his moreal onpins are uldmarely
of lirtle consequence in the reater scheme of things.

What 15 of great imporcance, however, 15 the facr dhar
Antinous somehow came to be aken with (and by) the
Roman Emperor Hadrian, who had assumed the throne
following the death of bos coustn Trgan i 117, The most

A QuegTmon OF LINEAGE

However shrouded |n mystery the Boy-King's I
sire may have been, one may make an educated ouess |
asto his origms, What s known for sure is that shortly
after his Embrace, the young Ventrie chinged the
wmmunpmnunnmnanaﬂm rame from " Anrinous”
to “Antonius." The most erulur smnr su::ruunding
this decision comes from tﬁ Tl stre wis
nione other than Antanigs rhz Gaul the Ventrue
Methuselah who was to assist in Iﬂ!l.e fmnd’:ng nﬁ:hc
golden ciry of Constantmople some 200 ;.r&m Tarer, ',[

It isa known fact that the Gaul spent considerable |
timiz away from the Eremal City Junngthe gt few
Cl.‘-lllf.rill‘.:& biefiore the dwwn of New: rhﬂﬂmlnimdh;;;nﬂgdt 1
entirely preposterous to presumie that -
upon'” the scéne of the sacrifice during one of several )
exeursions into North Africa durmg this nime, Given
the Boy-King's penchant far idolatry, it would further
tollow thar upon being released rohis own devices, the
boy had taken the name of the patron who had saved
hin from death and blessed him with life-everlzsting.
Credence farthissmnce Lsﬁn-r]m:uppmmui bythe Boy.
King's relatively sudden shift in moad following |i1|. ]
disappearance of the Gaul in far off Constantinople,
some time in the late elghrh cenrury,

Having found ng satisfying evidence o support o
contrary argument either way, | leave the dssue as it seands
and relegara the matter to the annals of Cainite history,

v

likely explanation for this is thar Hadrian took Antinous
from Claudiopolis during one of the former’s raurs of the
provinces in 123; the boy wouold have been around | Lor 12
years of age at this time. Whether Antinous was token
from his family by force or not 15 nor only open 1o
spectlation, but largely imelevant as well, Whist marcers 1s
thar upon Hadrian's return ro Rome, the boy had become
the emperir’s favorite

The story of Hadnan and Antinons isseen by many as
aliteral enactment of the Greek fable of Zeusind Ganymede
— a mythic tale of both gres romance and great rragedy,
Antinous was the perfect eromenos (the boy in o Greek
mien-hoy relationship ) foe Hadeisn's emastes (the man ). He
was pecounited beautiful by all dhue beheld him, and was
aid to have been possessed of a keen mind and the
quickesrof rongues. Hadrian himself was regarded in every
sense g a true Roman assthete —aman who undoubeedly
rook much pleasure in art— and would kurely have been
taken in by the soft but vinile physique of the young Greek.
The numerons statues exrecred by Hodran in Antinapolis
— the town erccted in the name of his dearly depared
favorite — cortamnly bear this ypothests out
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Precisely whar events led to Antnous! death v 130 s
unknown. Insimplest terms, he drowned while satling down
the river Nile during Hadrian’s visit 1o Beypt that same veur.
Most hisgorans subscribe w a theory of self-sacrifice m this
— 4 COneciure l:LI'Jﬂ"‘.' shared ]"5' this historan

The primary reasoning behind our position lies in
Hadrian's {and thus Antinous') admiration of readiriona)
Eg'.-']:\tlim mysticizm. The E{.{"{Fl’i.‘!n\ had a spered cradition
of drowning sacrifices in the tiver as a way of infliencing
the river gods to send berter floods in upcoming WELFS
When Hadeian acrived in Egypt, the two previous foods
bad been found wanting and the country was weathering
the beginnings of a terrible lzan time. There was undoubs
edly much talk of returning to customiry sacrifices at the
time, for o third droughe would have brough full-fedged
famine across all Epype.

Thie fact thar individuals who drowned in the MNile
rended to bedeified upon death may well have appealed 1o
the love-struck eromenos. By sacrificing himsell in this
way, and thereby savine tus beloved's most prized posses-
sian — Eaypt — m the process, Antinous would be
pranting himsell u-sort of mythic immortality. Instead of
!ﬂ“lll;; vl oof fuvor with his erasres 11‘-']1“.‘]21 the passage of
timie wonthd have inevitahly facllissted), he could diear his
happiest and in his prime, only 10 be worshipped in death
for hig podlilke devotion and plery, The notien wouald have
been eerily arrractive to any young man in such a position.

RL':_'r;Hi‘dlf.'.‘_\'J of where Anrinous’ true motivations i-"r'-
the result is the sime, On o warm evening in late Oceober
of | ZI":L as the Roman '-"I'II.[."L'IIJLIF i_‘-d.l};yr sanled 5.|.'.r|1.' ,|,|.,1,-!-!,
the tiver, Antinous threw himself overboard and into the
currents of the Nile.

THERISEOF ANTONIUS

[ his fall inte the Mile markied the el of his lifc as a
mortal, his Embrace on its shores would mark the beoin-
ning of his unlife as a pod. Whether or not the Curse of
Caine was what the young Greek had m mind, Anripes
final act in life — the bold and final display of hus terrible
desire for immorrality — ultimarely artracred the ateen-
tion of one who would grane hes dying wish. Despire the
facr chae chiy would-be sire's identity has been lost to
history, the fact remwins dhar o powerdul Clalnite wey
warching a3 Antinous gave himself o the river in the
name of his beloved lord and liege, This Caindte, who
clearly and deeply understood the sipnificance of the boy's
act, chose instead o reseue the hoy fram certain death ar
thie battom of thie river.

Although it is unknown exactly when Antinous’ sire
cursed him with the Embrace, it 1s known that Antinous
recerveil an mtense education from hus sire in the time
after his mortal dearh: As s apprapriate, sire schooled
childe extensively on Cainite matters in parricular, in-
cluding the sorrowful legacy of the Third Mortal and the
ways of the blood. Antinous learmed of the burgeaning
War of the Ages and of his clan’s place in the dark new
warld ino which e had been broughe, Whatever else can
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be saad of this Canite, Antmous’ sie did moch to prepare
the bay for the mantle of vampire mutership before finally
tkine leavie of hisv mewesr childe. Mueh, indeed, bt
pechaps nor enough, 2= vou will see.

When Antinous wos ready, hissre brooghe i ro
whar would be his new home in Egvpr: the Nike islind of
Rhoda. Both sire and childe were well aware of the
growing significance of thas nautical wewgh-sinnon, and
the island tew bowsted ies own permoment inhahitants
& sister fortrese to the otowing ¢lty of Bulwlon on the
mainland, complete with resident burssocricic adinimis
traters e an entine garrisor of Roman avmy repulars,

T

The lsland's new residents were soon visitad by the
Jetermined pair of Ventrue. Together, sire and childe
made ghitls of those who adiapred well, and quick work of
thise wwhoresistedd them in the slightest. Forall intenes and
purposcs, the Nileside arco surmounding the formess uf
Babsylosn — aswell as the river b drru:ndmi LT 52 hﬂn?l]!l,-'
—now belonged to the Ventrue. Onee Rhoda and all
importane inbound trade routes were firmmly under
Anrinous sway, stre linally reteased chulde, and, according
to Jegend, made his way esst —out of Africa for pood,

THE Bovy-KING

It is yumuored thar his enigmaric sire did nor acrually
depart Egypr after leaving Antonius ro his own devices,
but instead remained in-counmry for @ time, asisting his
Ll‘l!llj‘t’ r.ll'll.‘ll .lr‘-\l U.'!‘l'l:ll.u:l.'rl' I‘ll‘i.‘-l!‘llt‘. "5'|| L(T[Lilnﬁ IEy e
source, it wis he whao subrly imtfluenced the pradual deifi-
cation of Arromius acrss Bgypt and inoather provinees,
leading to the widespread worship of Antonius as a lesser
o — i nspece of Owsirs in Boypt, an aspect of Dionysus
in Cireece. Antonius” sire wiss rumored to have mken up
residence in the Kileside city Hadrian foundid at the site
of bis beloved's death, nssisting 1n the immigration of
skifled Gireeks frome the Upper Nile city of Prolemais i
ortler o ensure Antinopolis’ as well a5 Antonms’ contin-
ued prospericy.

Ll beerming o province of the Eastemm (or Byzan-
time} Empire in the nud-tourth century, Egype served nsn
srepidy supplier ofwhearand grams ro Rome herself, Inthis
regard, Antonius served his heritage well, ensuring thar
the Aow of guods into, out efand across Babylun wasnever
disrupted Tor very lorge. Although his power aver morml
altairs grew into something formidable aver the nesxt 200
yeirs, Artonius was Lirgely mored by his Caimiee neigh-
berts, as thisir concernis were of o less progmatic nature
his crwrn

The first serious disagreement berween Antorins and
the Datron of Babylon came, quite logleally, as 3 result of
thie problems mherent inadministrating the sepamation of
church and state, In theory, the Greeks were brothers in
Christinnity with the Copes — those natives who had
converted afeer St Mark fisst inrroduced the new religion
inrii Egypt in the fimstcentury A D, In praceice; the Greeks
grthered the taxes and ran the buresuoaces, while the

Coprs were the ones mxed as chey produced the goods that
k{'pL the syseem afloar. The Emr'rlliﬂhh did not mind living
in a homeland thar had become little more thim un
secupying foreignery’ imperinl gronary, o Jong 25 they
were afforded some basic human dignity,

With theaccessioriol the Roman emperor Diocletinn
i 184, though. these tensions reached o fever pinch
Uinder Diocletian, the Copts were branded as hereties, and
a murderous pogrom ensued upon all those who followed
mny varant brimeh of Christianity other than the poe
officilly sancrioned by Rome. Thousands of Copts died as
aresulr, and many fled inland (rom Alesandris (where the
worst of these pesecutiony were taking place) o the
relarive ssfery ol Babylon. Such individupls had heard, ind
rightly so, that the Copts of Babylon were Blessed wirk a
patron saint of their own, ndeed they were, in the fomm of
the Catnite elder Agondstes, who hid long-since pledped

Bracu Deatn

One of thie worst calumities o befall Chir
throughout the last two millennia has been plage.
Although much ismade ofhow crippling the plagues
of the ]-h‘l‘l. and 17th CENTrIES WeTE 10 C10es Irkr_'
Florenee and Londen, Egypr has suffered mone Jev.
pstaring losses thinn nny Eurspean country at the
hands of 1ts plagues. To those in the know, Caro s
d ity often assooiated with pestilence itself — pnd
For gk remsan,

The first instance of Egypr's dance with the
bluck deach, though litle record yet exists of ir,
occurred in 542 while Cairo wis seill under Byzun-
rine rule (and still called Babylon-in-Egype). A
terrible plague burst forch from Beypr, 3Prt'|.u_1]n[.-.
quickly inte Syria, and from there, imto Europe at
large. Uinkilee ies ) 4th-centurysuceessor, whick would
by (tself gut in just over five years, this epidemic
raped fit well over 38 yeurs, [ts swath of destruetion
was riot considered “over” until the year 594,

Other epidemicy followed in the time afro
Egypriell to Islam, but they always struck Citiro the
worit, Thivte were o Tonst 55 reemded outhreaks in
Cmmo bepween chevears 1347 and 15317, and over 20
of these were full-scale epidemics. A noted Arab
higterka onee wrete of Cairo thar during the sum-
merof 1347, over 1,000 Cairenies were fallmg rothe
plague cvey day. B the time the Bluck Death had
run irs course, nearly hadf the city Lay dend or dying,

Even ufier this oryma time, Egypt's population
began ra decline; while the populiions of Europear
vities steadily prew. By the vear 1800, there were two-
thirds fewer Egyptians thun there were arthe tine of
the Arb conguest — over @ milleriniun befire.
Theoughaut i history, Cairo™ unique size and loca-
ticin were typicilly hlamed for the frequency and
serengrh of it many boues with pestitence, bur theee
have always been those who suspected there magh
v heen something élse involved.
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humself v safeguarding the spiritual freedoms of the kine
within his dompm,

Lirtle changed after thesplit of Rome o Easternand
Western empiresin AD330. Despice New Rome's clalm of
being a “haptized" version of irs parent culture, it tumed
ot 1) be yust a5 corrupe and fraudulent as Rome had ever
heen. Constantine's vision of grace for his new empire
ultimately served only ro further widen thie rife hetween
the Caprs and their Greek masters in Babylon. Anronius
naturally rack the Greek “side” in this conflict, offering
the Ureeks his assistinee in wharever means were ar hus
disposal —even to the exvent of publicly revealing himself
tn order o exert the full force of his presence upon the
mnsses, It was duricg this time thar the mysterious lord of
Rhoda became known, 1o both Cainite ind kine, as the
Bay-King.

In reraliation, the Caprs expressed their displeasure
by exagoeniting the metaphysical differences of Greek
Christianity, eventually leading to an all-out schism be-
eween the two communions. The Manophysite Copric
Church, as ir came to be known, recopnized its own
patriarch in Alexandria, while rhe Mualikite Christians
continued 1o follow the Byzantine patriarch in
Constantinople. The Egyptisn Christians grew to despise
Byzantim und all that it stood for, Even as it preached its
dictrine of unity and grice, the empire gave o the Egyp-
vigns only inequality and pemecution.

Befure this rime, Agoristes had acted to-subdue any
ideits of revolution among the Coprs. He had endorsed
patience and wisdom, guiding them o reach & certain
level of peaceful acceptance in their situation. But now,
after Diocletian, the levee was broken, and Agonistes
watched as the Copts of Babylon revolred in long-sup-
pressed anger,

Although Antonius believed in his own divine right
to rule, he also respected the power thar his neighbor
neross the river held over the Copric Christians, He was
lessconcerned abour why —in this case, becayse Aponistes
actually cared for “his™ kine — than the bottom line,
which was that Aponistes was powerful and thiat his iy
followers revered mnd obeyed him,

Hissolution was to divorce the two Cainite overlards
from one another — o monally allow thar each held
interests in differing mortal spheres— and he sent word of
such a propositlon o Agonistes one night in the mid-
fourth century. Without ever meeting face ro face, the two
ayresd: Antonius would claim domain over the Nile
Ielands, as wellas the administration of the mortal bureau-
cracy, and Agonistes would continue to guide the
spirituality of the kine within his own Jomain — the
tortress-city of Babylon. From then on, both mvowed thar
neither Cainte would or could claim domain (in the
traditional sense) over the other

Even though hostilities would contitie to erupe be-
rween the Coptsand their relipious sppressers, the Cainites
had lasgely removed themselves from the siruation.

THH ] | | J LT EH

Antonius took no part in these persecurions, and indeed,
he even acted o tem morl atentions wward more
practical and cdnstructive ends. Meanwhile, Agoristes
continued to assist the Copts where he could, but oftered
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nio direce aid in their periodic revolts, His own studies kepr
him more than pcoupied.

In AT} 450, Agonistes’ eternal companion in study,
Mabomidus, left Babylon roreturn to his own homeland for
the first tme m nearly o thousand years. Things were
simmering down in Egypr, and Mebonidus had urgent
business to uttend to back east. Left to hus own devices,
Aponistes drew ever more nward. Without compamion-
ship, he had only his own thoughts to occupy him... and
the rime to allow them full atcupation. His people were

the province of the Byzantne lords of fac-off

Canstantinople, and he could do little for them anymore.
By the rime the Eastern empire hegan its decline, the
Parron of Babylon was little more than a shadow in the
dlust,

Ar-Fusrtai

I the year 640, a force came dut of Anibin thar would
forever alter the face of Egypr. A man named Amir ibi al-As
— the military representative of the caliph in Medina —
arrived ar the gates of Babylon ar the head of 5,000 men.
Much of Byzantium had fallen o che tide of Islam already,
anch Fgypt was an important conguest in the Muslim cam-
mign. Although the Copes were more than ready o be

“restued” from their Byzantine oppressors, the Romian garri-
sont inskde the fortress was not inclmed to give up s easily.
Afrera lengthy siege, Bubylon opened its gates to the Arabs,
with onrold repercussions for the Tand of Reype.

Amr initially planned to keep the capitol ar Alexan-
dria, which he successtully sieged from is pararch, Cryrus,
after setting up his tent outside of Babylon. When be sent
word of his plans, however, the response from the caliph
was=tmple and o the poinn “Will there be water berween
myself and the Muslim army?" Amr bad wo admis thas there
would be. Rather thanallow rhas, dhe caliph imserocred has
peneral ro found anew capital m the viciniry of Memphis,
bur on the east bank of the Nile — closer o Arabyand
givided only by-sand.

When Ame returned from Alexandria, he was greeted
by a peculiar sieht: There, m atold in the poat-hair drapeties
of his tent {in Arabee, “fustat”), a single dove had made her
nest. Amr declared the site sacred and commanded that the
dove dnd her brood be left unmolested. When the voung
doves grew to adulthood, vacating the nest soon after, Amr
tutle upon the site the firse moscue in the land of Egype Ie
would grow ro become the center of Amr's new capital, Al-
Fustat — the city of the fene. With Amr's sabsequent
reopening of the Red SeaCanal, the city would beconte the
pivoral linking bridge wo east and west.

In laying down the design for his new city, Amr
established a series of tribal domains called khiteas, This
new city wis to be of conssderable size, as the Muslimarmy
needed enough space to provide separate and distinet
reglions for the various Arabian teibes that were repre-
sented in his army. Preventing rival families who had

S

»

feuded in Arabis from continuing those feuds in Bgypr was
of paramount concern to the Arb genemnl.

This plan, while logical for the new mortal residents
of the aren; resulted in o seriois conflict between the
Cainites at the tme. Several mortal khitns were estab-
lished in the land around the new Arab city — rerritory
(and kine) which Antonius and his brood had planmed
share equally with Agonistes’ childer in Babylon Un:
known to them, however, this tertitory already held Camire
inhabirants of s own; Canires who now stepped forward
irea the light for the first time to lay claim o dhe influx of
mortals inta their domain These Cainites were the Fol-
lewers of Ser, By their own armangement, however, readition
torbade either Antonius g Aeonistes’ brood from sm-
manly evigrng the previous Cainires. Therelore, they
soon agreed o acknowledge the Setlte right to domuin in
the area nround Al-Fuseat, so long as thesr awn tenditional
righits were so respecoed.

This peace would lastunnl 661, when o vicious power
strugele over lslimic caliphare occurred. Ar thar time, the
wisest conrse of action for the governor of Egypr was toside
with Llmayyads frl".nm Damascus. Their rivals, the Abbasids
— a violear eribe claiming descent from the Frophet's
uncle, Abbas — had surfaced in Baghdad and were layine
claim to all that Amr (among others) had won tor Umar,
the second ealiph. Although the Abbasids were initially
repelled, Egypt was destined o full to their hands and
would do so less than o cenmury lunes

AssamITE EGYpT
Thi Abbasids, using the sympathies of the Shi'y

movement as well as the lient Persian resentment st
Arahinn supremacy, soon undermined Umayyad control
enough tospark arevalr. The last Unayyad caliph, Marwan,
fled to Egype in the hopes thar he condd rule from an
putlying province while rebuliding the Umayyad jugier-
naut. When the Abbasidy, lied by 0 brural general named
Saleh, arrived in Pustae in 750, Marwan et fire to Al
Fustar and eseaped to Rhodi neross aboat bridize, which he
then bumed as well

The Followers of Set cried foul ar the destrucnion of
thelr domatn, insisting that Antonius give up the culprin
at onces The Ventrue had Tud Hiele w do with Marwan's
desperate move, and in the interests of mameaining peace
between the Camites of the area, Antomias did just that
To further plocare the Setites, Caliph Marwin's head was
paraded nround the remains of AlFustar before being
shupped backed to Baghdad.

Soun after, the remaining members of the Umavyad
family were invited to a wholesale slaughter afrer be ng
promised an smnesty by the new Abbasid caliph. Only o
single relative escaped, flecing to Mushim Spain in the
hiopesof raising support foran independent dynnsty thire
Unce Abbasid conrrol over the Muslim empire was thus
cemented, the Abbasid ealiph, Al-Saffabh (“The
Shaughterer”), sent a governor 1o Egypt with instroctinns
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o build a new capltol city adjacent to the charred nuins of
Al-Futor. This new eity, called Al-Askar (Vthe Canton-
menes”), was to ]H.jl o the north of the first Arab City an
Egypt, ulong the river Nile.

Although several Assamires used the Abbasid take-
ower toestablish s clun presence in Egypt, ane in particular
—the most cleverand enrerprising — stood apart from the
rest. This Asssmite, the tenowned warrior-poet Antam,
used the constriction of the Abbasid capitol m establish
a new klurma where from the clan could grow strong in
Egypt. In addition, Antara had come from pre-lslamic
Bedoun stock and was not perceived as a Persian Cainite
by etther Antonius or those of Agonistes' line. Therefore,
while ather Assamites often met with resentment and
stony defrance from area residents, Antara was greeted as
o Cainite of some refinement — or at least the lesser of
evils — mther than as an invading barbarian.

Aavrana used thus perceprion of sophistication, as well
s his considerable repurarion as s mythic hero, o subtly
Brush aside those of his clan who would challenge his
authority in Al-Askar, When faced with meament such as
this from both within and withour, the remainder of the
Children of Hagim whio had accompinicd the Abbasids
into Egypreoon evacuated the area. Somé moved to other
paresof the country— the mujoricy of those to Alexandria
— bt mose simply returned to Alnmur, leaving Anara in
wile possession of the new doman thar encompassed
Egypt's capitol ciry

ImnTurLun

Adela uigh Antaca was borh honorable and fair In his
dealings, the area’s mortal mosters — the Abbasids —
were neither, The administration in Egypr began o disin-
tegrite, Taxes on the province grew intolershle, inflation
skyrocketed and personal freedoms became nearly nonex-
istent. The Abbasids, careless with the delicacy of the
Muslim-Coptsituation, had resorted 1o periodic massacres
s impose order. Needless to say, their so-cnlled solutions
solved nothing, and the weak suceession of Abbasid ca-
liphy evennully tumed lslam into a feudal empire of
parceled-out fietdome 1o order to pay their swn outrageous
expenses. The tand of Egypr became one such property.

In 865, Egypt was offered 1o a Turkish officer named
Bayik Bey who, in turn, dispatched his son-in-law Almad
to take conmil of the situanion, Ahmed was the son of a
Turkish skave from Bokhara named Tulun who had been
given as a present to CUnliph Mamoun in 815, Tulun's san
wis educated in the highest rraditions of the period, and he
had eamed considerable respect for bis brave and loyal
service to the caliph

Once ity Egypt, Ibn Tulun moved to consolidate the
government and steady the econamy. Moreover, he téin-
stateddesperaeely needed personal freedoms while imposing
an equally necessary orderlmess upon the domain. Norie-
ing that he could maintain gade with the East on his owr,
Ibes Tulun soon formulaced better uses for Egvpt's growing
treasury at home. After mising a powerful army of loyal

followers, Egypr's governor began to send less and less of
the provinee's tax revenues to Baghdad. Egypr, he had
decided. was destned 1o stand on 1tz own,

I B70, only two vears after his armval, Alined Tha
Tulun declared Egypr an independent entity under the
religious mithority of the Abbasid caliph, making ham the
first independent ruler of Eeypr since Cleoparma. To con-
firm his new order, Ibn Tulun soon founded a new capitol
just noeth of old one, which he called AR uta ("rhe
Wards"). He built many palaces and pleasure gardens
there, as well as an impressive mosque in his name ar the
center of it all. After all this time, Ibn Tulun's mosque still
stanwls as Largest place of worship in Cairo, as well as rhe
only remaming buildingof hisoriginal military ciry, When
"'.'ll'l T'IlIUI-'! rJI E'l].l'h'. |{'h' Eg?prmhis SO0, K':utnarawn:h, whu
hiad ta resore ro marrving the Abbasid caliph's daughter in
order to mwnmin conrrol. Sensing Khampraweh's inhet
ent weakness, the Camiees of the area looked phead.

Although ITbn Tulun's dreams of an independent
Egypt had been entirely his own, an enterpnsing Setire
capitalized on the mpending collapse of the Tulund
dynasty, convincing ull his clanmurtes to direct their ener
ples roward reinscaring the now-rebuile Al Fustar — rheir
trital dormaim — s the preeminent kbt of the areq, And
in 905, with the death of [ln Tulun's gravdsen Haroun,
the Abbasid army invaded, leveling Al-Quatai in the pro-
cess. Rather than reinseare the former capitol of AL Askar,
however, the Abbasids instead moved the capirol back 1
AlFustat] Againut all odds, the Followers of Set had
rrumphed.

The other Canites of the ires were aghast, Afrersuch
careful negotiations on Anam's part, how could the
Serires accomplish such a difficult rask | Antara lost much
respect in the eyes of his fellow Cainites, who had long
telerared his position as the head of the "rulimg” domam
simply because it ensured that the Followens of Ser winld
remain weak. When Antara realized what had happened,
he became enmaged. Through the Abbasid caliph of
Baghdad, the Old Man had spoken, Antara's {salarionism
hid apparently so rankled clan elders ar Alamut, that they
willingly allowed the Setite plan to follow through — &
lessom to those who would forget that, with the Childeen
of Hagim, lovaley comes first, Egypt was nor nearly ns
important to them as it was 1o Antars, and they tusted
that the “message” they sent would ultimarely lave the
desired effect.

Anrara would nor be humblied, however. His respornize
was te mcite the orther Cainres, aswell as the king, ApAinst
the Followers of Ser and thewr mortal agents and allies in
the area. He was frighteningly successful in this endeavor,
resulting in o 30-yeur period of sheer anarchy as the kine
spiraled out of control. Revolts became commeonplace and
blood filled the streets of every tribal khirra

Someone fmally acted to put an end ra this chaos by
the appointment of a new governor named Mohammed
Ibn Toughj, another Turkish officer and former slave
Unknown to the Calniresan the time, the one responsible
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was Antonius himself, who had planeed Thn Toughj (a
long-rime ghiil of his) within the Abbasid elite inorder o
dhieve his own ambitious ends.

Allkshid, as 1bn Tough) camie to be known, sereled
the disputes among the kine by gachering together all the
disparate towns, and thus the khittas, topether as one ciny,
[n ane swift stroke, Antontus had finally gainad the upper
baird. In what has comme m be known as the Rhoda
Proclamucion, Antmonias announced his sovereignty over
Ul other Cainites in the area, while acknowledging their
comtinued rights tw domain and lunired self-governance,
With the exception of the Followers of Set, the majarity
of Caine's childer— desperate for an end 1o the turmo| of
the previous 30 years and, if truth be told, starved for true
gudance of any kind —accepred geaciously. [t was not
long before Antoniu come to be knewn as sultan of the
Chibdren of Caine

Crry oF TRIUMpPH

Although the 10th century saw the cicy ruled by the
descendantsof lhn Toughj, the Tkshidite dynasty was weak
overall, and the Abbastd caliphate was soon challenged by
ashi's caliph from MNorth Africa— Al-Muizz Ledin Allah
("Glorifier of the Will of Allah™) — claiming w be
descended trom the Propher’s davghter, Fatima.

Ul Auguse Sth, 969, the Fatimid general, Gawhar the
Sietlinn, armived in Catro ar the head of an enormoos army,
Thie Shi'aenliph hiad por over 100,000 men at his general’s
disposal, and the general lad made good use of them. They
oocupted Alexandria seme months bifore, wnid had now
advanced upon the capitol with ease. Mot only were the
natives sorely outnumbered, bur Egype had recently suf-
fered ot the hands of a temible plague, and the capitol city
cold ot put up much of & fight.

Arniving with the Farimid army was 2 North African
Lasombiri king named Sharf al-Lam'a. He had left his
homic in Tunls with only 3 minimal consor and a fervent
dream of Islamjc uniry. Under King Shanf's guidance, the
concuering Fatimid general soon laid our a plan for a new,
enclosed capitol city i the name of the Shi'a caliph

Grawhar's ciry wiouldl be an exclusive enclave af walled
palaces, parade grounds and private gardens. (This notion
wonld be copled some years later by the Chinese in their
construction of the Forbidden City ar Betjing). King
Shawrif's aim was to wm Cairg into the center of Islamic
learning, if nor the center of the entire fairk, where the
devout could come to |earn, pray and study in peace, free
fram thie chaos of the outside world, Canstruction soon
began on the city interlor, including the construcrion of
the world's first university, Al-Achar, as well a5 many
orther palaces, mosques and bachhouses.

Four years: later, when the walled city and all 1=
wonders were completed, the caliph himsell traveled ra
ke up residence, leaving a viceroy behind in North
Africu. When the caliph arrived, he renamed the city Al-
Qahira (“the Triumphant”) and Cairo was barr.

King Sharifconld finallf extend hisopen invitation to
the Ashirra ro come and partike of the grearest ciry in
[slam. He welcomed all those who would pray inside the
walls of Al-Clahira, and evicred those who would taine his
visiem offaith. He especially deplored the Followersof Ser,
who befouled everything in Cairo with their selfish de-
sires. King Sharif’s dream soon became areality, as Suleiman
ibn Abdullah himsell — the mullah of the Ashirra
personally accepred Shanf's mvitation, gladly making
Calro his new home s 4n hesored Buest of the Patriarch

of Banu al-Lam’a.
SALAHAL-DIN

Famcthy 200 yeary after the armival of the Farimids,
rulership over Cairo fell to one of the most famous figures
of medieval history. Salah al-Din ibn Ayyub (“Salok the
Righteous™) — known to the West as Soladin — was a
Kaurdish warrior who had risen swiftly i rhe tanks of the
Syrian army in Damascus. In 1164, Salah al-Din was sent,
along with his uncle Shitkoh, to assist the foundering
Futimuds in repelling the Frankish invaders. The Fatimuds
were already paving o yearly tribute to the Franks, and
ancther Crusade might well epell ruin for Egypr.

Although mitially suceesstul, the Frankish king was
bent on being the first to successfully rake Egypr. In 1168,
he decided to invade in eamnest. In adesperate attempr o
prevent the Frankish army from occupyimg Al-Fustir and
using it as o bise camp from which to assaule Caire, the Lise
Faeimid caliph ordered the southern ciry bumed o the
ground. Over the course of 54 days ind nights, the Setite
khitta. was slowly incinerared. Its remaming residents
moved north into Cairo praper, there o be wlerared by
the Lasombra as part of their domain

It was & masterstroke on the pure of Antara and his
brother-in-faith, King Sharif. The srmingement resched be-
tween the two was simple: In exchange for Antan's support
in ochieving the destruction of the Setite domain, the
Lasombra king would sgree ta open the walled ciey of Cairo
to the general public. [n addition, the two agreed o firm
future suppart of one another in all marrers s el low Ashimm

Unfortunately for them, chey dida't count on Salah
al-Din's ambition. After the death of the Fatimid caliph i
1171, he assumed power and immediately began instirut-
ing massive changes throughout Epypt He restored the
nameof the Sunni caliph in daily worship and replaced the
Farimid's elaborate bureaucracy with o uni jue feadal sys
tem that gave hisofficers control overallagriculoral lind
He then brought Frankish priscmers captured during the
Crusades back to Cairo to assigt bn the Construction of a
new governmenral housing complex on o spur of the
Mugateam Hills, a massive enclosed fortress called the
Citadel. This ace rankled Antonius more than anything
else due o the fact thar Cairo's rulers had tmditionally
ruled from royal palaces within his ouwm domain, on the
Nile island of Rhoda, The emergence of the Cirade ! would
thwis spell an end to any possible influence he may have
had over Cairo’s ruling class, The sultan’s new advisor,
however—a Kindred named Jubal who had come ro Cairo
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following Salah al-Din's conguest of Nubiz — counseled
him sgainat resisting the move 1o the Ciradel, and the
sultan wisely listened,

Mote impormmitly, however, the erccrion of the Cita-
del signaled the dawn of 8 new khitta in Cairo. So many
people moved into this new territary on the eastern edge
of the city, thar Cairo's Cainites soon became concerned
us 1o whaose provinee all these new morrals would be. This
questiom was answered in 1193, following the death of
Salah al-Din in Dumagous, The area around the Ciradel,
enst of the Assamite khitte and south of the Lasombra
domuin, was soon claimed by the Hasij — the Muslim
Nosferatu of the Middle East — who had steadily been
growing in numbers during Cairo's rise to prominence
under the Farimids. Following the death of Salah al-Din,
they finally came forward with one voice. Under the
guidance their new leader, Ibn Ja'far the Golden, adescen-
dunt of Tarique — the founder of the Hajj — theirdomain
wiould grow 1o become one of the mose populous and
influencial inall of Caaro.

DawNoOFTIHEMAMET UKFE

Atrer the death of the greut Salah al-Din, his descen-
dants — the Ayyubids — would rule in his nume for oply
three generarions, in keeping with maditional cyeles of
succession in the Levine. The last Ayyubid salran, Malik
al-Salih al-Din Ayyub, had imprisoned his brother in the
Clitndel and then gone off w fight the Crusaders in Syria.
To strengthen his power base, the sulran had acquired a
large number of Kipehak soldiers from the Turkish-speak-
ing area berween the Urals und the Casplan Sea, These
mercenary soldiers were known 08 Mamelukes, meaning
“whire shives,”

By 1247, the Mamelukes hid become o proud milicary
caste — un ngrained pare of Egyprian life — and the sultan
reguired increasing numbers of them o maintain his hold
aver the empire. By the time Egypt was finally challenged
at home by Louis IX of France during the Seventh Cru-
sade, Sultan Ayyub was on his deathbed with muberculisis
and surrounded only by the Mameluke guard. His eldest
son, Turan Shah, was at war in Irag and his youngest son
by hus second wite was still an infant.

Tlus second wife, 1 woman named Shagarer al-
Durr ("tree of pearls”), had been a Turkish slave girl
hersell. When the sultan died, she ook surprising
initiative, whisking her husband’s corpse from the
battlefield to the Mameluke barracks on Rhoda. She
did this to buy time, convincing the clty that her
husband was ill (rather than dead) and insisting on
rending to him personally. She announced to the pub-
lic that |t was the sultan's wish that all power be
delogated roa generalissimn —one of the Mamelukes —
who would act as viceray unitll her son returned.

When the genervalissmo of choice was slain in bartle,
a Mameluke named Beybars launched a counterattack,
soumidly defeating the French and imprisoning their king
in & howse in Mansoura. Thisgave Turan Shab the time he
needed 1 return w Cairg and, upon entering, was con-
ceded the throne. When the Mameluke Beyhars returned

victorions, however, he had the sultain murdered and
wnspitured Shapgarer al-Dhurr as sulana

The caliph in Baghdud ohjecred o a2 temale ruler,
huwever, nnl:r.'ihls gracetully stepped aside, allowing her
lover, Aibek. toassume the throne, Discovering bus plot to
remarry, she then had Albek murdered, and his Mameluke
gunrcds hid her imprisoned within the Citadel. For the
next sultan, the Mamelukes chose one of Albek's sons
from another wife, who then gave Shagaret al-Dhure as 8
“gift" to his mother. The new sultan's mother had the
former queen hearen with sioma clogs and then tossed
naked over the Citadel walls into the moar. The terrible
death of Shagaret al-Durr, together with the Mangol
destruction of Baghdad only a year later, would mark the
dawn of a 260-year period of independent Mameluke rule
in Emypr.

PRINCEOFSLAVES

The Cainites of Cairo prospered under Mameluke mle
Although its rulers were ruthless and petry (only 10 died m
office of natural crses), Mameluke Egype is credited with
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beirg n time of great sophistication and prosperity, especinlly
for Cairo. Each of the 53 Mameluke sultans who ruled
between 1238 and 1517 tried 1o make i lasriog mark on rhe
LIy, be it in the form of a TR TS mdedraesa or orher
ienificont accomplishment. The resuld was o golden ero for
the ciry thar was mare had only by the grace of carly Banrod
Egypr.

I arownd 1365, & visieor came o Rhoda o presem
himself betore Sultan Anronius at his sland ostare, He
incroklueed himselfas Mukhear Bey, claiming neicher lineape
nor firnily line. Whin the sltan's puards seeempred o evict
the Caitiff for his temerity, he made short wiork of them and
tepeared his request for acceprance into the ity Trium-
phant. The sultan, seeing something appealing i dhe
Mameluke warriorwho stoodhefore him, granted the Cairtf
penmmission o reside inside his personal khita on the Nile
whands, Ar fimt, the new Caitif was given the task of
mssurming the respemsibilities of the very muards he had
dispatched, putting himself at the sulean's right hand. But
over the next 40 years, Mukbmr Bey would grow inro
somithing much more precious to the Boy-Kimg. ...

Until 1382, Egypt was ruled trom the island of Rhoda
by asuccession of Mamelukes called the Bahark, Afrer the
pecession of Sultan Bargug, however, govermmee shifred
o the Crreassian Mamelulees (" Tower Slaves") who opted
tivresgn frosmn the Cisadel, The induction of Sultan Bargug
was & caretully contrived maneuver on the pare of Sulran
Antonbuy, who il long since withdrwn more and more
into his cum concerns, He mrely received visitos now,
preferring cnly the company of his new Caicifil alde, and
had even begun ignoring the counsel of his long-time
vizier, Jubal, Although che Setires still held no official
domam in Uaing, the sultan's mactivaty amounied ton
green-light for all cheir various and sundry depredations,
and they now thrived in Cairo like never before

[rn ehe carly centuries of his weien, Anronius had done
much to sssist in the cffore of keeping the Lupines of the
arest at hay, even promising special rewsirds 1o those who
eould bring him proat of thewr vicrories, Bur by the dawn
ot the 15th cenrury, rhe Lupine popularion of thearcawas
expetencing something of & resurpence. The sultan no
ltger provided his enrlier imcentives, and had Tong since
censed taking any sotions himsell in this regard. Sensing
that the !.‘1lrr1|_:r|nl_' qut]tlrl:lxu.l-(_‘.airu lad FTUwWTl u-'|:,1L, the
Lupines grew bold, They slowly tested the boundaries of
Cindee rolersnce o Churo until Goally, ine 1408, they
made thelr meve. In a nighrtime assault on the Nile island
ol Rhwla, they slaughtered Sultan Antonius, devastating
his sl hiven completely,

With the death of rthe sultan, Cairo was thrown into
disarmiy. Many hied grown so used e the Bay-King's
presence hs sultin, they could not even conceive ol hisnot
being there. Sensing this confusion, severnl of Cairo's
mire pragoutic Cainites — including Antondus' few re-
maming childer — came before Mukhear Bey with a
tollsetive plea for leadership. Although he was a Cairiff,
et knew more about the administracion of Antonios’
domain than b, und they begged hum to stake his claim.
Thie Serites were on the move, eager o ke advantage of

the situation, and the Ashirra grearly preferted o fellow
Muslim in power {n Cairo, even if he was a Caiiff,

When faced with this, Mukhtar Bey stepped forward
as the new Sultan of Cairo, inhenting the Nile slands
from his former Hege and rebuilding the elorions shand
haven rhiane the Lupines hod destroyed. To honor his fallen
hege, he pranted the former sullan's descendnnts the righrs
1o an "indefinite” khitte made up by the ourer rim of the
city. Thus, Mukhar Bey ensured thar; while Caro ex-
pancled, 50 too would Antonius' memory

Immediately. the new sulvan wis buried in difficulties.
[n addirion to the muny morad matrées of state within his
domain, Mukhtar Bey was immediarely foreed to conend
with ene of the most éarth-shaking periods in Cainite
history, Not long after his accession w0 power in Cairo,
rehelliows childer from Europe began o run in bload
thirsty packs. shwghtenng and dinblenzing rheir sives ina
wave of patricidal tage. And when this wave finally hit
Egypt, it dhid so with disaserous resulis for the Lasombra,

Although the majority: of Middle-Eastern Cainites
hiad the notion of filial plery — réverence of one's ances-
ors—even more thorooghly inprained in them than their
Westerncousins did, the Lasombra were somerhing of un
exveption to this norme As in all things, the clan of
shadows followed its awn rules regardimg sice-childe rela-
tions, and it was vt long before the Patriarch of Banu
al-Lam'a — Kinp Sharif himself — was brought down in
the bloody tde of the Anarch Revolr

Led by one of Sharifs own line — a vicious Lascmbm
natned Munther al-Aswad — o pack of mvening neonires
brake throngh the gares o his palace in the old walled ciry.
Although he fought boldly, temoving every armcker's
head save that of his own childe (whorm he conld noe
destrey ), the Lasombra loed evenrually fell,

The death of King Sharif marked rhe end of wnem in
Cairo for the Muslim Children of Caine. Sharif's ald ally
Suleiman ihn Abdullah, the mullah of the Ashira, quictly
lefr the ciry nor long therealter. Lamenting in o final
specchtothecallected Ashira, Suleiman remarkied, “The
glory of Cairo has well and ruly pone.”

Turuisii CATRO

Although the establishment of the Camarilla helped
to stabillze the Cainlte situstion i Cairo, other forces
were conspiting apuinst Eeypr as o whole. The Oroman
starwas on the rise in the east, and the Torks had already
caprured Constantmople in 1453, renaming it Istanbul. In
addition, Egi.'ﬂt'b economy had suffered following the
discovery of the Caps of Goad Hope in 1488, and the
Mamelokes had lose several pivoml made routes o the
rampaging Turks as well. So, although the Convention of
Thams (which marked the end of the Anarch Revalt in
1496 wits benefictal to the Cainites, it also marked the
bepimning of the end o the Mamelukes

Twenty vears luter, in 1516, the Mamelukes code out
to Syria to face the Turks once and for all, Although ther
cause was bold, the Sultan al-Ghourt wis o plump man of
18 ViEnis, and Wig retinie was filled with muysing, scribes,
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poets — everything but war-hardened soldiers. In addi-

tion, thie Egyptians had heen betrayed by the Mameluke
Governor ol Aleppo, Khair Bey, who had struck o deal
with the Otaman sultan, Selim the Grim, The Egyprians
were annibilated, and the hewd of Sulran al-Ghouri was
shipped off 1o lsvanbul as a mophy,

Selim the Grim offered the last Mameluke sultan,
Tunman Bey, the chance to become o viceroy of the
Ortoman empire; to ship yearly tribure to lsranhyl
much i his predecessors had to Baghdad. Tuman Bey's
uffer to come to terms wis rejected by Selim: Become
an o vassil or Selim would invade and behead
every last Circassian in Cairo. The lase Mameluke ruler

wag, ironically, perhaps its most honorable, and he
refused to capitulate, He fought the Turks with his Lt
breath, ind had even made his way to Selim's war rent
vurside the ciry before Cairo finally fell in 1517,
Under the Turks, Cairo withered. In one swift srroke,
Egypt had lost both it sultan and ies caliph — i indepen:
dence and its religion — and the spirit of ies people hud

been broken. To s large extent, the common Impression
was that 1o sooner had the nurion scclimated to the nule




of one putside force, rhan ver another mvading fore
frrived to conguer it yet again

Unlike hiz contemporaries among the Ashirs,
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mge. He spread his power beyond Egypr's borders,
cultivarng numerous contacts among uthes Cainlves who
were likewise unwittingly thrust under the Turkish han
ner. As a direct result of these intemational associations,
Bultan Mukhrar Bey pradunlly became known during this
time as the Prince of Cairo —a caleulited move mtendad
to please the Caitff lord's new Buropen allies

THEL1IONOF THE LEVANT

Although the presence of Mapoleon in Eeypr was o
brief one (he came and went inside of theee vears, from
I'T98-1801), i was pivorally important for chree reasons.,
First, Mapoleon's researchers were responuble for the
Descvipiem de ' Eprypee— the firse comprebensive encyelo-
pedin of Egypt singe Valney's account — which would
serve as the basisfor the ensuing " Erypromania" tha swepi
through Burope. Second, French presence would ulri-
miztelyestalilish a new Toreador khirtn nrourd the Wilesidi
port of Bulag. Third, Napoleon's exir ser the stge for the
arrival of one of Egypt's most notortous figures —
Muhammad Al the Lion of the Levans

Mubarmmnd Ali was a Macedonian otficer wh l.'.i'“l-.l‘
oo b .i_]r:;._'muill,' 0t to ng.‘pr i | 798 a8 second-in-
command of & repiment of voluntesss, he 0on rese o
become the Otoman-appeinted pasha in 1501, The Turks
were eager to reaffimm their control, now thir the Bricish
had foreed Mapoleon out of Egypr, and thelr appointment
of Muhammuad Ali was a major step along that parh.or
s they though.

Berwean VG and 1811, Mubammad Al gathered
both allies and power in s bid ||r:|1r.i'.'|'|_;I il of Faypr under
his sole command. Al endemwood thar if he were o
consolidore power, he must putan end to the Musmieluk
mythonceand forall 1n 1805, he took hisfirse st . Hie et
i trap for many of the dissident beys who dispored his
autharity as pasha, tricking them into pamding down o
street where All had posted a hundred rooftop snipers. His
.’III'L:L] step, tlie Co die FTLULE 111 h|- |'||.|1l.I otk |1|.|.. 0
March 1, 181 1. He inwited S00 Mamelukes toa praf bt g
at the Clrade], whereupon his s