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FonevoRD
f n January 2008, Warhammer 40,000 fans received

I something many of them had been waiting for decades-a

I roleplaying game set in the grim darkness of the 41st

Millennium. Soon after, what would become the Warhammer

40,000 Roleplay development team here at Fantasy Flight

Games received three books, a Game Master's kit, and a box.

The books were the first three books of the Denr Hrnpsv

line; the Core Rulebook, the Inquisitor's Handbook, and the

adventure Purge the Unclean. Inside the box were more than

500 sheets of printouts-the manuscript for the next book in

the line, Dtscrprns oF THE Dlm Goos.

Now, more than three and a half years later, those four

books have grown into four game lines (and more than thirty
books and other products), each exploring a different facet of
the Warhammer 40,000 universe.

Dam Henrsv, the first of the lines, introduced fans to

Warhammer 40,000 Roleplay through service to the secretive

Inquisition of the Imperium of Man. Dnm Henpsv presented

the Imperium of Man at "street level," with the players

experiencing the life of an Imperial citizen amongst the

ryclopean hive cities and towering monuments to mankind.

In Dam Hrnesr, life is gritry brutal, and all too often short.

Rocue TneoBn, the second line, took Warhammer 40,000

Roleplay a step further. As Rogue Traders, players were

handed a ship, a Warrant of Trade, and most importantly, the

freedom to go offand use it. Players could explore, fight, and

even steal whatever they can find in the dark void beyond

the known stars, bound only by the limits of their own

ambition. Of course, that selfsame ambition can often lead

them into dangerous situations, when they encounter ancient

secrets best left undisturbed. In RocuE TneoEn, the tone

shifts between high adventure and Lovecraftian horror, often

without warning.
The third line, DeerHwarcH, upped the stakes yet again.

One of the most iconic aspects of Warhammer 40,000 are

the Adeptus Astartes, the mighty Space Marines. As a member

of the alien hunting Deathwatch, the players could take on

the role of an Adeptus Astartes. Now with players becomin$

warriors deadly enough to laugh at the dangers of the last

tlvo game lines, Deernwarcn took some of the greatest

threats in the Warhammer 40,000 universe and threw them

at the players. Tyranid Hive Tyrants, Tau battlesuits, entire

armies of lesser foes, and even the Greater Daemons of Chaos.

In Deernwercn, the action is fast, deadly, and non-stop in the

fight against Mankind's most deadly foes.

So now, Fantasy Flight Games is taking the next step in

Warhammer 40,000 Roleplay, in allowing players 10 take on

the role of those self-same foes. In each of the previous game

lines, gamers have been playing as servants, allies, and even

champions of the Imperium. Now, for the first time, you can

play its mortal enemies, the seryants of the Ruinous Powers

and the disciples of the Dark Gods.

We wanted Bracr CnuseoE to comPlement the work we've

done on previous game lines, while taking Warhammer 40,000

Roleplay in a bold new direction. To that end we didn't rest on

our laurels. We've added in new means of character generation,

new and re-imagined mechanics, and new experiences,

bundling that all up with a fascinating and frightening new

setting nestled amongst the sectors, exPanses, and war zones

of our other lines. Our goal was to create a game that not only

offered a new way to play Warhammer 40,000 Roleplay, but

also would prove an invaluable resource to anyone playing one

of our other games. After all, Chaos is so often the arch nemesis

in Warhammer 40,000, so what better source for the ultimate

villains than a book devoted to the Ruinous Powers?

In the end, we feel we've created a book that remains true

to the game that so many love, while at the same time giving
players exciting new adventures and experiences. Bracr
Cnuseoe promises to be the next steP in a bright and thrilling
future for Warhammer 40,000 Roleplay. So grab some Dl0s
and pencils, find some friends, and crack oPen this book and

start playing Bracr CnusnoEl

Oh, and death to the False Emperorl

Happy gaming,

The Warhammer 40,000 Roleplay Team
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ETngRACE THE
FOwER OF

Cnaos
elcome to Bracn CnusaoE, a roleplaying game

of personal poweq betrayal, and forging an epic

destiny with one's own hands. You take on the roles

of heretics, worshippers of the Dark Gods of Chaos fighting
against the crumbling monolith that is the Imperium of Man.

The Imperium is the massive empire of humanity, stretching

from one end of the galaxy to the other. However, it is beset

on all sides by threats; both human and alien. It is also a

harsh, cold regime, enforcing its rule with the iron fist of its
mighty armies. The Imperial Guard, the Imperial Nary, and

above all, the genetically enhanced superhuman warriors of
the Adeptus Astartes, the mighty Space Marines.

Though the galaxy of the Imperium is vast, there is another

realm, alongside which the Imperium is nothing in comparison.

The Realms of Chaos, the warp, the immaterium, all are names

humanity has given this parallel dimension. None, however,

can hope to encompass it, for the warp is a realm of infinite

size, infinite possibilities, and infinite madness.

Humanity makes use of the warp. Starships travel

through it to reach the far ends of the galaxy,

astropaths send messages through it that would,
take centuries to travel across realspace, and those

blessed (or cursed) with psychic potential can

manipulate the warp's energy to do miraculous and

terrible things. However, the immaterium is

far from a resource to be harvested, or
even an ally to be trusted. The warp

is a realm of swirling emotions,

of thought made manifest,

and of the purest chaos. Deep

in the darkest corners of the

immaterium, vast, unknowable intelligences

move like sharks beneath the surface of
the ocean. They
speak to mankind,
offering power \
at a price.

And though the

price may be steep, it is
one many gladly pay. As a !

disciple ofthe Ruinous Powers,

you have turned your back

on the Imperium. You

the oppressive society of mankind, and turned to
unknowable entities within the warp: the Dark Gods of
Chaos. Now you fight for your new masters, or only for
yourself, to gain plunder, glory, and infamy. Perhaps you will
gain enough power to lead your own armies, rising up to
command your own Black Crusadel

Brecr CnusaoE centres around a small group of powerful
individuals, the warband. You, the players, take on the role

of members of that warband, either as Traitor Legionnaires

(Space Marines who have turned from the Imperium and

embraced Chaos) or powerful human renegade and heretic

Disciples of the Dark Gods. Though you have only yourselves

to rely on, you are some of the most formidable warriors and

dangerous adversaries in the galaxy, and there is much you
can accomplish with your own hands.

The game focuses on your warband's rise to power and

glory. Your characters must be resourceful, powerful, and bold

to succeed. As you accomplish great deeds and defeat powerful
foes you accrue more infamy and fortune. Meanwhile, you are

constantly being infused with the attentions of the Ruinous

Powers, attentions which can have very real effects and corrupt
you in body and mind even as they give you greater abilities

and powers. You must earn enough renown and infamy to
impress the gods and be elevated to immortal daemonhood

upon your end. Perhaps you may even be one ofthe very

flew skilled enough to earn the infamy required to lead

your own Black Crusade before your apotheosis.

WHAI IS A
ROLEPLAYING GAME?

In a roleplaying game (or RPG), you create an alter

ego, a fictional character that is your avatar within the

game world. Perhaps you create a honourable warrior, a

cunning sorcerer, or a leader who inspires loyalty
through dark magnificence. Next, you

and your friends direct your
characters through a series

of adventures. Imagine

reading a fantasy

novel, watching
an action movie,

or following a

television series-
excepr instead of passively

watching or reading the

story unfold. you control one

of the characters, making his

decisions, selecting his actions,

and even speaking for him.
Instead of waiting to see how the

story unfolds, yu directly a{feet

and even determine the outcome

ofthe story.

have abandoned
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Tne GaIAXY
"In ix hubris, mankind claims dominion ouer the galaxl. Howeter,

their realm is naught but afeu fltckering candles in d vdrt dnd

bungrl darkness."

*A Treatise on the End of the Inperium, denounced and burned

in 800.M41

he vast spiral of the galaxy stretches across over

100,000 light years and swells to 12,000 light years

thick at its hub. It contains hundreds of billions of stars

and untold millions of habitable planets. Through long ages

the galaxy has seen successive civilisations rise and fal1 without
end. Some never reached other stars and died stillborn on their

birth worlds, while others rose to dominate vast swathes of
the galaxy before collapsing back into dissolution and anarchy.

The first phase of human expansion across the galaxy is lost

in the distant past, obliterated by twenty thousand years of
subsequent regression and rebuilding. In the current era the

so-called Imperium of Mankind is only the latest ascendant to

mount a throne set upon the ruins ofearlier, greater ages.

The Imperium is mighry centred around the high concentration

of human worlds in the galactic west and alleging a divine right
to the fealry of al1 mankind through its control of the cradle of
Humanity itselfi Sacred Terra. A million worlds fall beneath the

dominion of the corpse-god that the Imperials call the Emperor;

it controls countless armies billions strong and fleets of starships

beyond number Yet lor all the Imperium's tremendous strength

its million worlds are but pinpricks of light and order in the

midst of the howling darkness of the galaxy For every world

that feels the autocratic boot of the Adepts of Terra upon its

throat, a thousand others lie undiscovered in the void. There

are alien empires thriving and multiplying in the outer reaches

as well as fiercely independent human domains that refuse to

Beyond the reach of the zealots of the Imperial reed it is
also possible to find the signs ofeldritch powers that pre-date

the Age of the Imperium. Some say that the seeds of man's

salvation can be found there, the strength to win freedom

from the corpse-god Emperor on Terra and wreak terrible

vengeance for the broken promises of the Great Crusade.

Outside the feeble light cast by the Emperor's domains

there are many who remember the o1d ways of worship and

sacrifice, and many that still know of the power of the gods.

Tne Rgalu oF
Cnaos

"What is our realm but a tacked minor? Afltbl uindow that

shows a broken reflection of the glorl that lies be1'ond our sight!

What tawdrl hovels are these? Towers of siluer and gold thel would

be in the Empyean\ gaze! Orfsh! OrJlowers! Or a xraglio of
silken lovers! Ererl colour, ever) sffis(. everl auion, everl reaction,

euery irtaction is reflected and nagnrfed a thousand times.

Gods and heroes dwell in that invisible realm in castles of cloud

and grandeur, transcendent beings of wisdom and power beynd our

comprehension! We who toil through the dross of mortal existence

cdn never know the ultimate blusings of uncertaintl, but we cdn

embrace the parh of changel The hidden glortes of Immdterium lie all
about us, waitingfor us to notice and claim them as our birtbright!"

-Demagogue Xentrias in his epistles to the Ghaudians

nsane savants argue that the material universe experienced

by mortals represents only the tip of the iceberg and

unseen realms exist just beyond perception. They say

that the limitless depths of the Realm of Chaos surround

acknowledge the Emperor's laws.
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NURGLE
"Indeed the ver) prlcess of construction and creationfoteshadoas

destruction and decE. Tbe palace of todq is tlmorrTw's ruin, the

matden of the morning is the uone of the night, and the hope of a

moment is but tbefoundation stone of euerlastingregret."

-The Lost and the Damned

One of the four great Chaos powers is Nurgle. He is most

commonly called the Lord of the Decay but he is known

many names; the F1y Lord, the Great Corruptor, the Master

of Pestilence. The power of Nurgle is embodied in entropy,

morbidity, disease and physical corruption. Of the four great

powers Nurgle is said to be the one most it.rvolved with the

plight of mortals. Through the gifts of raging fevers and shaking

chills Nurgle's hand is upon them from cradle to grave.

Few escape the touch of Nurgle in their lives. He is sometimes

ca1led the Lord of Al1 because all things, no matter how strong

and secure, fall to physical corruptior.r in the end.

Every Chaos power embodies the hopes, fears and other strong

emotions generated by mortal beings. In the case of Nurgle, their

fear ofdeath and disease is the source ofhis greatest power. The

mortal's unconscious response to that fear-the desperation to

cling to life no matter what the cost-gives Nurgle an opening

into their souls. The whispered prayer of a parent over a fever-

struck child, the anguished pleas of the dying man for one more

day of life; these are meat and drink to Nurgle.

Nurgle is typically depicted as an immense, bloated

humanoid, his body swollen with putrefaction. His skin

is shown as leathery and necrotic, his surface pocked with

7c'-
runnir.rg sores, swelling buboes and oozing wounds. Internal

organs bulging with decay spil1 through splits in the ruptured

skin to hang like bunches ofscrofulous grapes around his vast

girth. Nurgle is often illustrated with hordes of tiny daemons

bursting forth from its pustules and suckling upon foulness.

The deranged worshippers of the Lord of Pestilence say

that he concocts diverse contagions to inflict on the material

universe for his amusement, and many of the most infectious

arrd horrible diseases are Nurgle's proudest creations. It is

their belief that those who die caught in the grip of one of
Nurgle 's terrible poxes are swept directly to his realm.

Those that sing the praises of Nurgle loud enough are

sometimes spared so that they can spread his blessings further,

for the church of the Fly Lord is always open to all. Nurgle

has many supplicants but there are few with the fortitude to

declare themselves as his champions. The few that can survive

Great Corruptor's manifold blessings exhibit a feverish, morbid

energy and a preternatural resistance to physical damage.

The power of Nurgle waxes and wanes as his pandemics

sweep across the galaxy. When untold billions fall prey to the

newest plagues his strength can overshadow that ofany ofthe
other Chaos powers for a period. At other times the power of
Nurgle withers away to lie quiescent until circumstances are

ripe for it to erupt forth once more.

Those that fashion themselves Champions ofNurgle represent

a dire threat to densely populated worlds, where close-packed

populations are wlnerable to a single contagion. Ships in the

void are particularly vulnerable to disease and many dying crews

have beseeched the Lord of Decay for his intercession, Srch was ':
the fate of the Death Guard Legion when it became maroot$iqr#;
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the warp on the long journey to Earth during the Horul
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KHORNE
"seruants of the Lord of Slaughter stoodfon horizon to horizon,

flling the air wih tbetr shrtelu, gibbers and howls of blood. Their battle

banners strained in the copperl wind that blew across the Mnks. It ads

a banner of deepest, darkut red, witb but a single rune and a kgend of
simple deuotion: Bloodfor the Blood God. At some secrx stgnal allfell
silent and tben came a single shriek of dark and blood2 lEalry, a paa

of hate and deatb. It echoedfon leatbered skins, and grru to shake the

clouds... andfar abow the ddemons' ranks, thae was an answering roar

of bloodl apprwal, tomfon Khorne's brazen throat."

-The Tome of Blood

Khorne is the Blood God, the angry and murderous lord of battle.

He is said to be the warrior god whose bellows of insatiable rage

echo through time and space back to the first act of violence

ever committed. Devotees of the Ruinous Powers have debated

forcefully about the primogenesis ofthe Blood God for millennia.

Some hold that it was the will of Khorne that first impelled a

primitive to seize a rock and brain one of his fellows in a fit
ofmurderous rage, thereby triggering the spiral ofviolence that

fed the Chaos Power into the formidable force it has become.

Others declare that it was the first monal impulses of fury that

breathed life into Khorne, and that he represents the primitive

lust for violence lurking in every mortal heart. However, the true

disciples of Khorne care nothing for such debates as they are

fully engaged with slaying all that come to hand.

Khorne's followers are the most ferocious warriors in
the universe, and the Blood God abhors magic, sorcery and

other unworthy tricks. The blood of magi is said to make a

y welcome sacrifice to Khorne's unquenchable thirst

Some justifli their slaughter through honour, bravery or pride
but the most fanatical know that only the bloodshed matters.

Khorne's disciples believe that His great throne of brass

sits upon a mountain of skulls in the midst of a sea of blood,

evidence the sacrifice ofhis countless followers slain in battle and

the multitudes killed in his name. They hold that Khorne is the

Chaos Power that embodies mindless and absolute violence, the

wild blood lust that, once unleashed, yearns to destroy everyone

within reach whether they be friend or foe. Such true believers are

few in number and they grow fewer all the time as his devoted

followers gleefully send one another into his embrace, knowing

that Khorne cares not from where the blood flows.

Depictions of Khorne often show him as a titanic, armoured

figure covered from head to foot in plates ofstrange and alien

design. The figure's armour is usually elaborately carved and

worked with a repeating skull motif while his head is covered

by a great winged helm showing a bestial, snarling face

beneath. In most images, Khorne bears a rune-covered sword

or axe, though in more primitive cultures he is often shown
only with fisis or claw-like hands.

In spite his apparently self-destructive aspects Khorne is
overtly the most potent and active of all the Chaos Powers.

Endless wars and bloodshed in the mortal realm fuel it with
the skulls of the slain, constantly drawn into its raging depths.

Khorne needs no honeyed promises or convoluted plots to
draw mortals into his realm; the anger and fury lurking just

below their civilised demeanour is often more than enough.

The path to Khorne's domain can be just as slippery as any

represented by the other, more subtle Ruinous Powers. The -i11,'

instinct to violence is a necessary one in a hostild univ.eq$i{i
and is lauded in protectors or liberators. Many socicti*l:ffi
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STAANESH
"Take care lest)lur protests become tiresome. I haw askedfor

so little! Anlone would tbtnk that I had asked lott to sacrifce

lourselttes and lour sons! And yt, in Slaanesb's boundless and

pkasing merc1, I hat e asked oni for yur daughters. Surefu 1ou
would not denl me n1 snall enjolnents?"

-Tyrel1, Renegade Lord of Arden IX

Slaanesh is also known as the Lord of Pleasure, or the Prince

of Chaos. It is the Ruinous Power dedicated to the pursuit of
hedonistic pleasures and the overthrow ofconstraints. It is said

that Slaanesh is the your.rgest of a1l the Chaos gods' and was

brought into being by the decadence ofthe galaxy-spanning

Eldar civilisation. Slowly, over many centuries, the projected

lusts and desires of the highly-psychic Eldar coalesced in the

warp to create the new power. As the entity grew the Eldar

themselves were increasingly affected by its influence, driven

to new heights ofdepravity in pursuit oftheir jaded lusts. The

spiral became tighter as the increasingly frenzied activities of
the Eldar spurred Slaanesh towards full wakefulness' even as

its dreams stirred their darkest desires.

The Eldar race became trapped by its own dark nature,

one that asserted itself more and more as Slaanesh's influence

grew. The more it drove them into moral, social and artistic

decadence the more the Eldar fought against it, but it was a

hopeless struggle. Slaanesh lvas like an expanding balloon,

straining outwards as pressure built inside, and it was only a

matter of time before it burst. In the moment of Slaanesh's birth

the golden empire of the Eldar was irrevocably shattered' The

terrible psychic scream of the newborn god shattered heaven

and earth, its shock-wave spreadir.rg outward through the warp

to deal a numbing blow to the soul of every living thing.

It was too much for the psychically attuned Eldar to endure.

Their souls were drawn into the growing Power of Slaanesh

and their bodies evaporated as Chaos boiled into their minds.

The warp energy unleashed by Slaanesh's birth tore out the

heart of the old Eldar empire and transformed into it the

vast region of warp overlap now called the Eye of Terror.

Wherever Eldar populations were densest, the warp literally

spilled through their minds and into realspace, creating new

areas ofwarp overlap all over the galaxy.

The once-proud Eldar were left a broken, hunted people

scattered through space, bitter with the knowledge that if not

for them, Slaanesh-the Depraved One, the Great Serpent'

She Who Thirsts-would never have been born.

Slaanesh represents the locus ofthe fallen Eldar race's deepest

desires; the yearning for luxury and hedonistic over-indulgence,

the exercise of cruel and unnatural passions, the pursuit of
forbidden vices and unspeakable carnality. The Pleasure Lord

always holds open the thrilling promise of the forbidden and

the exotic beyond the boundaries of moral and societal laws.

The siren call of its illicit pleasures draws eveq4hing from jaded

planetary governors to mass pleasure cults onto Slaanesh's paths.

Of a1l the Chaos Powers the Prince of Pleasure can offer the

greatest temptations to the common man, those without any

desire to be conquering warriors or clever sorcerers. The first

weavings of Slaanesh's subtle influence can be as humble as a

desire for rest or as simple as an end to hunger and he is said to

capture many souls both willing and unwilling in his nets'
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The followers of the Prince of Chaos Pursue ev€r-gr9!t€"r.:,.::

heights of experience, seeking pleasure in increasipgflyffi

extreme and outrageous fashion. Slaanesh's influence 9l
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TZEENTCH
"You claim to be d Plotter belond compare because lour plan

dnticipdtesfdilure and turns it to success? When yurfailures put

schemes into motion tbdt in turnflounder, oni to spawn new designs

whosefailure is all part of some mater plot... tben yu still cannot

mdster tbe schemes of the Changer of WEs."

-De'Lanishel, Eldar Warlock

The enigmatic Chaos Power Tzeentch is known by many titles

including the Changer of the Ways, the Master of Fortune,

the Great Conspirator, and the Architect of Fate. These titles

reflect its masterly comprehension of the twisting paths of
destiny, history, intrigue, and plots. The hopes and plans

of every man and every nation whisper through its many-

chambered mind. Its all-seeing eye watches as plots unfold

and intrigues alter the course ofhistory.
Although far from the first to exhibit such traits, mankind is

a notably volatile and ambitious species. Tzeentch feeds upon

the need and desire for change that is so much a part of human

nature. A11 men dream of wealth, freedom and a better tomorro\M

The confluence of these desires creates a powerful imperus for

change, just as the ambitions of leaders create a force that can

change history. T2eentch is the embodiment of that force.

Tzeentch is not content to merely observe the fulfilment

and disappointments brought by the passage of time. It works

its own schemes, plans so complex and convoluted that they

touch upon the lives of every mortal, whether they know it or

noL Tzeentch's true intentions are hidden behind layer upon

layer of interweaving plots so convoluted and so long-term

.thlt no mortal can hope to understand them. Perhaps T2eentch

*. i}
plans to overthrow the other Chaos Powers, or to extend his

dominion across mortal realms, or to achieve some unguessable

apotheosis. Perhaps Tzeentch plots endlessly because that is its

driving force, and its schemes can never achieve fruition as they

tvvist constantly into new plans and conspiracies.

Whatever Tzeentch's ultimate purpose, he pursues it
by manipulating individual lives and thereby altering the

course of history. The aura of magic and power around the

god Tzeentch commonly draws influential people into its
orbit; leaders, generals, and merchant princes looking for a

way to pursue their ambitions or overcome their enemies. A

glimpse of the future can be all that it takes to win a political

conflict or close a deal, a simple spell might bury evidence of
wrongdoing where no investigator would ever find it. A11 of
these possibilities make irresistible temptations for those that

dare to follow the path ofTzeentch.
A subtle nudge here or there and these influential

individuals can in turn enmesh millions of lives in Tzeentch's

grand schemes, lending it a disproportionate amount of power

in comparison to its number of followers. Howeveq few of
Tzeentch's plots are straightforward, and many at first apPear

contradictory or even seem to act against its own interests:

Only the Changer of the Ways can see all the threads of
potential futures weaving on the loom of fate.

Of all the Chaos Powers, Tzeentch is said to be the most

accomplished magician. Warp-magic is one of the most Potent
of all the agents of change and wielding it requires matchless,

ambition and hunger for power. Those who sryle

Champions of Tzeentch are ofien sorcerers ofthe most

kind. Any individual that pursues the learning cf,;
eventually discovers Tzeentch and feel the sabtle.l.l

rewards it can offer. Of all the Chaos Powers,:l

:.. llSiil:



unrlrlao Ptrrlaroll snrlrl s.ftultl ruullalar rolrslnbul uroil l(lr r. 
-

'arpllopail,t,rva,lilIril'1razl 'lrolrlrsJi)dnsarau'*"1:::]!:::l::Jll,1'::::l':i::,.:-;:-#";:t-J::1il1il[i[;,:jJi,'"-l

.ye11ruuadc1re.u,r,Fl,ro'rore.uror,.,,,,1o.11,,.,*o,,;t,i,::ry^t::f:f:j::nil-:"i,;:,'.I".;J:,I;l:;::':#li,l1,i.liSll,,l..; T,,

'r *r, "1i5ffi il 'lffF;i;.t i i!11 
'",, l'hrl * rt"T "lrJ ::: 

-'n'o'I 1''u6 ''''11 
'rarFomr auo rsur,f u f',*aTs rol qrarltcr(r rr ' -' I I uii

iaasrro'$I'rroo*L'ilrtlrr'ilouuaso'lrypro'rp,[r'::1""u:ti-:Hf:]::I5;;-T#:'il:]"jj,#|ffi;::;;,1;],:JJ:r:tl:;';**
';#;T-:1ffi#fi.1;ill'";;iiyl":'r'i:.{-i;J:L::l::fft':'j::::H:t::i::J:-[]"iL:i::,,'j,.,jod;|;:,:"' 

"

.unuarrrulalfon,aqlgep.qlm^lo.u6r;.qrlotfunsryr'"'oL*'1"nsoo1s"o1sprosn'1nry:".:1;ig::::llJT-ffiJffH1.."'lJ::|i;':;"'.:

ffi :i:3il.ii},I:;;6;';#r:pr"l;T'd':*:":*:,'f ;l11:t5: j:::-T"i1l;**[1,ffi ;*41.|^ qsrrssnur,lorrmoss*ilo(TW*''"'.']*111-".F*i[:::r^T:':..:H:::kl]:::T;#1ffiffi:$f;ff:":",&l#it': *
fru,-*,ffi!;;;l"o')fir;;"#il-H;*n*ri'rit:'$1'^:l:l::,:J;il;,rff:,H.,tff:i:*'I"Hl'u 

'w'

ftl*-po".n*"ro1s^Ruulol"dsolo vrrmq***FiJPr*r*.:::i:::t.::",*:ffitrT'lffi,:^[Jt",;*ffi;lt]"";\;;

'urqlr,^^ ruo{ slor lI aroJeq rurlod ,{pog aql uado 8ur1ua.rq puu

Japro peqsllqetsa aql Sur8ualluqr Llssalpue 'satlalros PasIII^Ir

ur uotnlo aJ pue aSueqr ryuds or u^\ElP uauo alu sre,l.rolloJ

s,qrluaazl'tsertuor IrEls uI'ssa1p.le8a.r PrE/y\roJ Surppold deal ol

uorleurur;etep e pur tno ulog eJe s8urql ,{ertr eql3o aruetdale

punqrrolu e lredsap pue ssaussoladoq Jo Puelg luegaP E IUo.IJ

sauor;a,rod s,a18.rng ra,uod ure8 PuE aunuoJ uolqseJar .{urrsap

u1r\o s,auo a3.ro3 ol eJIseP aql'aSueqr ot ]ll1r\ PuE ]uaUIalIJXa eql

ruo{ pa rraP sr ,{3.raua s,rJlluaazl :(eraq 3o Pro'I aLIl 'a13'rn5

Jo tBril sr qJtuaazl re, Aod soeq] aql Jo slsaqllluB aql
'slunoru a1l3e pue lsEJ se a)I^las ol ualJt Surpurg pur:

uraql Sutrnlder Jo starf,os aLll 1(oul s;a,'y\olloJ s,grlueazl lng

'slnos ]sol lunq Llssaprrau sa;ntearf asetlt Jo sleoqs souq3

Jo uleau aql 3o sqldap ssalPua aql u1 dotd .lraqt q8no:ql
3Jrls ot sa4ds pue qleal snottln qlIA PeIUIUIJ sa;nleaJf, elII
-are1d 'pauaneg 3o adeqs aqt eIEl s8uraq asaql 'sLq6 aqt

3o ;a8uuq3 aqt Jo suorueeq PuP suordueq3 .{g stunoru sr

pasn saurtaruos ere ]Eql eteds d.rur't 3o s:olepe:d alll-Ireqs
'r{rtuaazl Jo srslc aql Jo aPBur aq oslB Plnoqs uol}u3w

'e;nlnJ aql uI asolJ to uado ot sgu Sutsner'suotleluerut

pelelerun ,{18unuaas uezoP e as;adslp ;o 'auo asop L1aT1 se ]sn(

ro'sl.lol.]a o^rDallof, rlaqt q8norqt gt.l d.re,u u uado lq8nu sro.IroH

JO ssPru e 'sulglr\ alqessanSun s,qJlueazJ ol SurploDr 'snq1
'Surplamyo ruee;p re^au plnoJ raJrr;os IelJoIu E teqt .{8.laua3o

Ienal e qlra suoruulns pue satlr 3uryeul 'trultsut ,{g s8uueuapun

lerr8eru xaldruor ,{l8uruaas u;o.pad ,,(eru Laql 's;e/tolloJ rlaql

ol s;er"rod lea.r8 8urtur.r8-;o algeder JJE tJJtuaazlJo suoluoeo
'saurEIJJo el)rerf, pue JEor aql.{1uo st arto,r str rnq Surag aql;o

oslol aql uo pasdruq8 eg sauDaluos uet e8est,r Paleeq 'ueunqul

uy 'arg-d.re.r,r yuldgo san8uot Suunods sllrPual 8ur,re,r,r r{q paddol

arueg 8ul,ul3o lurut llql se ,{po Suueadde '1p te sf,Dslralru.lelll

elrl-ueru ou .{eldsrp Laql 'sro:.rog eq} uelll saDnua Surq;nlsrp

pue a8uerls arou uola aJE qJtueazlJo sJaIUelJ Poller-os eql
rno8r,r paqstultrllpun qtr.r,r raggr8 pue tadur qllq,ln. ssnlasuaql

Jo suors;el a;nlelulru otul ruaqt stlds Lluo tuaqt 3ur4.rl5 'sa.lg

rrraqtee r{rl.^ uaLlt uJnq PuE saluaua ;laqt uede 1nd ,(p3r{e1d

sJorJoH teqruol uI JJnts d;em qlr.r,r 8ur1oo.rp sla8ug paddrt

-ra)lns rragt .{lsnoulaqdselg apller PuE Lutq Laqt se tq8rl anlq

pue lurd qlrl\ sJoJJoH qluarrrr satS;aua d.re,r,r SutrtrolD 'ruoPuBJ

]e druoleue JlaqrJo ued.raqlour ot.{e,ue Suuaqtrls'lueuou ol

luouotu tuo;J UIqs {eu ln9 tsaql stl ut s;eadde .{11utulou ale-;

Surraal s,ror.rog aqJ 'peeq ou LItIly\ ostot oIII-Iunrt 'lrltll E tuo{
Surpn;tord sguq 3u{3ue3 '3uo1 ssassod qJ}ueazIJo sroJJoH

's;aue]l PUE sJo.IJoH 'suoruaep Jassel LlJluaazl

Jo sPuDl o./r\1 Jo 1(oul slBllol l 'qSnoua .'{I8uo.lts ,r,ro1q rrSru

Jo spur.^A aqt aleq,^^ arualslxe otut 8ur1:rq,r,l Lgar:q 'uea:.i:: -

aql ur ale3 pue a8ueqr 3o suratted alqlsl^ul 8uole :ar--- :

Laql'Surdrd auesul ol aull uI tsl.^At PuP t:o,rer leql ,G::-t
d.rertr3o sarueg 3ur,u1 aJB qltuoozlJo suoueeP Jassal au'

'uoPsrlv\Jo lasJotu ]sallBtus aql 'j: -:

.rog arud aqt sr luerrlddns aqtJo Inos aql PUB 'laalsJo qa-r, : -
alqedersaut pue petnlo^uor se st a8ueq3Jo Prof e qtt,lr :-',: 

-

!ala.r,ro11 'saulaqJsJo ate.radsap lsou aql uI ssalJns s8ul:q:-'-
rraql roJ SururuS;r:g teqt Pue'op Laql se r(11t.rnluu se drei-:-.

Jo,^ oU aqt spuerslapun soeqlJo Lulead aql ut Sutaq ou -:-'
pres sI tI JIesuIq qltueezlJo u8tsap aqt.{q rqnop ou 'srr,!:-,

u,4 o rlaql Jo ltnsrnd ut r{sell ot a8uuq3 Jo sPro'J luarall:: -- 
-

stua8e aql;o3 uorutuoJun tou sr 11 'epua8e u,l\o sll qll^\ aln::r:-:

uno str sr qreo lnq latseu.rtaq];o uoPsl^\ daop pue af,u::' --
Surlellttutrs agr IIE go passassod a.re a8uuq3 Jo sPlc -

'aruey8 e te ,{uusap atuuJltln slq PUE eleJ sltl Jo Prelu: 
: -

Sulpea; 'lnos s,leuou rgo sqldap fu0,r, aqt ale;tauad uer a8u.- -

Jo pJo'I e 1o azeB aLII spuoulelp SuuattrlS eq ol PIES are s J.'

Jragl pue sJnoloJ ruaf,sepl;I puesnoql P qll A Jaruulqs s8ut-r', : -'
serpoq rrar]I :,fuauos3o u.rne Sutgtqs lqSr.rg e,{q papuno::n '.,
luqt seIlDUa aT]prlg 'a,ussutu se PagIrJseP aru rsel{I 'a8ueu-; 

--:
spJo'I sE u,AAoul aJe qJtuaazlJo suouaeP JalEaJD l{8;aua-;,

alqplsunJo surolled Surgrqs Lpuetsuor iuo{ Pau.ro3.{1a;uua 3:--- --

sruroJ Jassal aqt qtr,^ 'lerr8eru Llq8rq o.re qJrueezlJo suoll.:r-

H)IN:IIIZI f,O SNOI^IIVO AHI

'alEJ Jlaql salelduraluor PuIu IeIJnJlaIu s,tlllu:::
se s;nodu,r aqt ut ;eadde sareld pue aldoadgo sru.lo3 tue:8e.r :--
'su.latled alrgns Surruro.; 'peeg stl Punore alous >lllql elll 3-':1:

eJuassa Jo syor prn8ue'1 'rr8eru Sutpoo.rg qtvrr ,{,caq sl eli-- --.
tJatrqJrv aqr lnoqe tualuelurg rqt teql Les , aq1 'ua>1ods sp--

eqt uo lgnop sl\oJtll leqt d;etuaruruor e opr,to;d ;o 'salua::-::

lueuodut lnq allqns qlt,r,r sdes oLl tegly\ oqJa sarullauos s:::-

asaqr 'sleads qrtuaazl sV ralooluo aql Suqrou pue 3u';:'
sare; Su6ueqr ,{ituetsuor qlr.AA sl^\Brf, uDIs slq leql ,{es su:=;:

lreqt ur sLe16 aqr 3o .le8ueq3 ar{t Passautlly\ aAEq o} rulsll :a-:-

esoql 'sraplnoqs s,a.rn8g eqt uo{ Surrds or.readde su;oq 8ul'---:

,{ylerr;lerurur(se 'a8np1 'sapelq raPlnoqs slq uae^\laq r'r:':
,4Aol luns rreJ stl qll^\ a.ln8g allueru 'paute-8uo; e se loa;'-

Jo latsel l eql nrdap lsou lnq gsg Jo sPrlq Jo slllsl.lellri.--:
aqt Sur.nuq se ulnj ,^ oqs auos 'arnleu rlaqt ut Surnrll'::--

.{11eu.rou pue 'rrer are qrtuaazl prdap ot pauod;nd sa8eu:1

'adersa ou sI a;aq] 'sauJqls s.qJluaazl ui :-
lq8ner a;e ,{aqt eruo luqt ruolJ saulof,eq l,plornb }l 'asrnor :--
'spuEru3p lertuanbasuorur dlSurruaas ;o3 aBueqrxa uI sPuaPr,.:

a8nq Surlue.r8 'grl1r\ IEap ot lse3es PuE IEuoItPJ tsou eql :raii



HE AqE OF THE
IMPERIUttl

*You 
are notfee whose libertl is won b1 the rigour of other, more

ri,qhteous soub. You are merell protected. Your freedom is parasinc:

yu uke and offer nothing in return. You wbo baue enjoydfreedom,

who have done nothing to earn it, ltour time has come."

-Inquisitor Czevak's address to the council of Ryanti

ver one hundred centuries ago the all-powerful
Emperor of Mankind was interred in a huge stasis

crypt called the Golden Throne in the bowels of
the Imperial palace on Ancient Terra. He has not moved or

spoken in thousands ofyears, but his legacy lives on in the vast

Imperium he helped to forge through an era ofviolence and

conquest. In the intervening span the Imperium has slowly

crumbled, battered by wars from without and dissension

from within, but it remains unbelievably powerful. A million

worlds united in the name of Humanity; monotheistic,

xenophobic, paranoiac, and fuelled by war. With its vast fleets

and uncounted armies the Imperium remains probably the

single most powerful entity in the galaxy.

The Adepts of Terra cling to power ferociously, ruling on

in the name of the corpse on the Golden Throne despite the

Emperor's millennialong silence. They hold the worlds of the

Imperium in a constant state ofterror, proselytising their zealotry

and feeding the fears ofthe populace to keep them cowed and

malleable. An Imperial citizen is raised from birth to believe that

unseen forces are gathering to attack them and that their way

of life could be destroyed at any moment, and that only the

Emperor stands between them and damnation. Under the guise

ofprotection whole populations are held hostage to authoritarian

controls; searches, seizures and summary executions are routinely
justified under the banner of omnipresent threat.

The Imperium thrives on war and oppression. Its weapon

factories and shipyards run night and day, arming its forces,

and faceless conscripts by the billion are hurled into conflicts

they cannot win. Imperial citizens are indoctrinated from birth
to hate and fear outsiders, and at any given time the Imperium

is fighting dozens of genocidal conflicts. This perpetual state

of war and fear has served the Imperium well over its many

centuries of existence, reinforcing its self-righteous declaration

of itself as defender of humanity while driving a wedge

befween itself and other races. The Imperium's ponderous,

gargantuan military grinds relentlessly forward seeking new

wars to embroil itself in, driven by its own momentum and

blind arrogance. Some joke that an outbreak of peace would be

the greatest disaster that could ever befall the Imperium, but in

truth the Adepts of Terra are quite able to find enemies in their

own ranks. Planets groaning too 1oudly beneath Imperial tithes

are quickly branded as "traitors" or "heretics" and just as quickly

feel the iron heel of the Imperial military on their necks.

On loyalist Imperial worlds witch hunts are actively promoted

where they are too numerous and too vital to the economy wipe

out they are pushed into an underclass despised and feared by
"normals." Psykers have the crueller fate by far. The Imperium

lays claim to any individual showing the slightest psychic abiliry.

Periodically often decades apart, the ominous Black Ships and the

agents of the the dreaded Inquisition come to each Imperial world

to demand its crop of psykers for processing on distant Terra.

The slightest flicker ofpotential is enough for the Inquisitors, and

their holds are filled with thousands, young and old.

All but the tiniest fraction of those who enter the Black

Ships are never heard from again. Legends abound of their
eventual fate; some say that their souls are fed to the Emperor

and that a thousand are sacrificed every day just to keep his

guttering life-spark vital. Others say the psykers are blinded

and castrated in both their bodies and powers, and that once

diminished they are joined to a great choir that endlessly

chants mindless praises to the God-Emperor into the uncaring

void. Whatever the fate of the psykers may be, the coming

of the Black Ships is a great terror for any world, and their
appearance frequently triggers rioting and rebellions from

peoples unwilling to give up their own family members to'
feed the Imperium's voracious appetite. Such resistance is

ruthlessly crushed by whatever means necessary.

The Imperium is said to encompass a million worlds but

accurate numbers are impossible to gauge. In rhe time taken for
reports to cross the galaxy conquered worlds are regained an$-
new ones are lost more quickly than Administratum scriven*$i;

can update their ponderous data stacks The worlds
;- bythe authoritieq in particular mutants and psykers are mercilessly

Imperium include every conceivable rype, from

to thriving hive worlds, from mono-culture agri-lqgF;.'.r.-sl$gled out and hunted down. Mutants are killed out of hand

;lt4E#'fieny planets amidst calls for 'genetic purity', but in places
orbital forges; wherever man has made a place
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One huge agency of particu\ar note \s the A{eptus

Mechanicug sometimes called the Cult Mechanicus or the

Tech-Priests of Mars. The Adeptus Mechanicus are the

jealous guardians of Earth's technological knowledge. The

cult owns and administrates the planet Mars, the seat of
their power and the source of many of the ships, weapons'

and technically advanced machinery used in the Imperium.

Other Mechanicus Forge worlds exist scattered across the

galaxy, places of incalculable value to the Imperial war effort.

Tech-priests and their lobotomised servitors can be found

on virtually every Imperial controlled world tending to its
machines and factories.

The Adeptus Mechanicus is as much an arcane cult as a

scientific body, obsessed with finding and restoring ancient

sources oftechnology but placing little value on research and

development of new ideas-indeed, such pursuits are viewed

as a dangerous form of heresy by some. Older technology is

valued the most, rote-learning and repetition have replaced

understanding, and much of the Mechanicus' greatest

knowledge is completely forbidden to outsiders as well as

its most of its own membership. The Followers of the Cult

Mechanicus earnestly believe that all technology is inhabited

by "machine spirits" that must be tended and supplicated with
the correct rites to ensure continuing function.

THn PTIuETARY GovEnNons
Only a handful of planets are administered directly by the

Adeptus Terra, the Ministorum or the Imperial Space Marines.

Beyond the precincts of Earth, the Adeptus Terra generally

exercises its control of other worlds through its appointment of
their Planetary Governors. These are local rulers lent Imperial

support in exchange [or their unquestioning loyalty. A Planetary

Governor holds the nominal rank of Imperial Commander within

the Adeptus Terra and is in turn held directly responsible for

the order and productivity oftheir world. Ifthey are successful,

the Administratum is content to take no further interest in their

world beyond collecting its tithes, leaving the governor free to

rule as he sees fit. Withholding tithes and failure to keep order

or execute Imperial decrees in a timely fashion are grounds for

summary execution.

The Planetary Governor's role is a critical one; he or she

must continually walk on a knife's edge between the wants

of their own society and the requirements of the Imperium.

The exchange with the Imperium is not always entirely

one-sided; the trade and technology gained may improve a

world, and Imperial forces backed up by more rigorous laws

make it a safer place. However, with so many worlds living

under a continual state of martial law the populations they

control are often opposed Imperial rule, and their higher

echelons especially so. It falls to the Planetary Governor to

enforce unpopular new laws and extract additional taxation

while placatin g a dizzying plethora of Imperial authorities,

departments, and offices with their own demands.

Some Planetary Governors try to balance the needs of their

society against the demands of the Imperium with varying

,,de.grees of success, although liberal agendas are frowned upon

;j 'fbt. in high office. Most Planetary Governors take the

ea\ toute and dedicate themselves ont\ to agpea$trg &.'€{ijff

lmperial maste(s no mattet what the cost to their homewodd. ,

Indentured servitude, strip mining, and mass industrialhation

become common practices on such "civilised" worlds. Rebels

and dissenters can always be crushed with the ready and often

uninvited assistance ofa number of Imperial agencies. In the rycle
of oppression that develops the Planetary governor increasingly

comes to rely on the Imperium for their support to keep his or

her position, the Imperium in turn calls for higher tithes to justi$r

their support and the Planetary Governor becomes less popular

still. The stronger the grip the Imperium gains on a world the

less likely the Planetary Governor is to rebel.

ENroncnMENT AND CoNTRot
The Adeptus Terra controls the Adeptus Arbites, the Adeptus

Mechanicus, the Adeptus Astra Telelpathica, and the Adeptus

Astronomica as well as (through the subordinate bureaucrary

of the Administratum) the Imperial Guard and Fleet. While

he remains a loyal member of the Adeptus Terra, a Planetary

Governor has some measure of authority over the elements

of these powerful organisations stationed on their world.

However, the moment a world attempts to leave Imperial

rule, these vital organs of justice, technology, communication,

navigation, security and transportation are duty-bound to

violently resist.

Once in a while brave or foolish Planetary Governor is

motivated by ambition, frustration, caprice or a thousand other

factors to begin to working towards secession from Imperial

rule. Such ambitions are apt to draw attention from offices of the

Adeptus Terra that are only spoken of in frightened whispers.

The strangely altered agents of the O{hcio Assassinorum may

be dispatched to remove the offending Parties surgically, or the

entire rebellious world may feel the retributive hammer of the

Imperial Space Marines, the dreaded Adeptus Astartes'

On some worlds Space Marines are hero-worshipped as

liberators, but on most they are known as terrifiing oppressors,

the mailed fist of Imperial rule. Space Marines are created

through extensive genetic modification of feral children specially

bred for the purpose on planets artificially kept at a particularly

nasty stage in their development by their Imperial commanders.

Over an extended training period, the developing adolescents are

weeded out, hypno-conditioned, and indoctrinated to become

loya1 killers for the corpse-throne on Terra. A fully grown Space

Marine warrior stands taller than a man with hulking muscles,

double hearts, and armoured black carapace bonded to his flesh.

Some of the more exotic varieties of Space Marines exhibit fangs

or spit acid, and many are believed to particiPate in bloodthirsry

barbaric, and even cannibalistic rites.

Armed and armoured with the best equipment the Imperium

can supply, a force of Space Marines can shatter armies many

times their own size. Each Space Marine is worth a hundred

warriors in battle, their deadly prowess greatly magnified by

the fear they strike in ordinary humans. The Adeptus Astanesi
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its sophistication far exceeds anything built later. Some

few artefacts are found from time to time, objects that have

endured down the millennia due to the craftsmanship and

forethought of their makers. On occasion a ship that has lain

trapped in the tides of the warp for aeons is cast out into the

material universe and brings with it a treasure house of Dark

Age technology for those bold enough to seize it. Whatever

the source might be, the adherents of the Cult Mechanicus

descend on Dark Age technology like a pack ofjackals. Their
Explorator fleets comb the stars constantly, and are always

alert for the slightest rumour.

One discoverythat has been key to the rise ofthe Imperium is

Standard Template Construction technology-the STC system,

as it has become known. It appears that the technomancers of
the earliest times created a robust automated factory program

to support their emerging colony worlds, complex systems

that could be adapted to local conditions and use a variety of
raw materials. Templates have been found for everything from

gigantic plasma reactors to steam-driven traction engines that

were created to fulfil the needs of the colonists. However, most

of the templates from the Dark Age of Technology are lost, and

as such, the even a single template is a treasure beyond compare.

Each new discovery is dutifully fi1ed and hidden away in the

archives of the Adeptus Mechanicus. Knowledge is power in

the Imperium, and in many ways the STC system embodies the

highest knowledge mankind can now achieve.

The Dark Age of Technology exists only in myth in modern

times, and the causes of its ending are poorly understood. Many
cultures share similar stories of a breakdown of the golden age,

of entire regions becoming isolated by raging warp storms and

turning against themselves in crippling wars. Others tell of a

time of apotheosis for mankind, when mutations and psychic

powers became increasingly prevalent, and predatory beings

from warp space used such open conduits to feast on the living.

Worshippers of the Ruinous Powers maintain that these times

were the triumph of Chaos, when mankind's first fumbling

attempts to rule over the mortal realm were cast down into

anarchy by cackling daemons from the warp.

Whatever the cause, the Dark Age of Technology gave

way to the Age of Strife. The patchwork remnants of human

civilisation fought against each other as well as the hordes of
aliens now swarming in to sack their worlds. Many human

civilisations were enslaved or completely wiped out; others

reverted to barbarism as order crumbled. Only worlds where

the rising tide ofpsykers was rigorously repressed evaded the

plummet into nightmare and madness. Earth itself became

completely isolated by warp storms for several thousand years,

collapsing into a state oftotal anarchy, with savage gangs of
tech-pirates roving the ruins ofits ravaged continents.

Followers of the Emperor claim that he first appeared

on Earth during the Age of Strife, and that his true name

and origins were obscure even then. The nameless Emperor

lought his way to the top of the tribes, conquering them

one after another. The Emperor emerged as a saviour, they

say, leading armies across Terra in his efforts to re-unify it.
The ranks of his armies swelled with eager followers and

conquered tribes forced to pledge fealty alike. The Emperor

united them all with a vision of humanity made whole once

mbre,'ft.. from slavery and the chains of barbaric ignorance.

He foresaw a day when his followers would leave Earth a.fid

strike out across the heavens to cleanse the scattered worlds

of humaniry of both aliens and daemons.

Some speculate that the Emperor must have had some

precognitive sense of the approaching emergence of Slaanesh

and the effects of that event on the warp. His psychic acuity is

the stuff of legend and undoubtedly it was sensitive enough

to sense the coming cataclysm. While Earth remained isolated

by warp storms the Emperor was able to ascend to Mars and

there he found the Tech-Priests of the Cult Mechanicus

still enumerating among the rusting machinery of their
predecessors. In perhaps his greatest coup before the creation

of the Imperium itself the Emperor convinced the Tech-

Priests of Mars that he was the living embodiment of their
deity, the Omnissiah, and so won their fealty.

The Emperor's followers like to portray this joining with the

Cult Mechanicus as a joyous occasion, the rejoining of two pars

of a whole. Despite their propaganda the link was not an entirely

comfortable one and, as would be proven later, alarge number of
the Tech-Priests did not truly accept the Emperor as their living

god. Nonetheless, with the Tech-Priests' help the Emperor set

about his final preparation for the coming crusade across the stars

Fearing that the power of Chaos would eventually corrupt
a1l of humanity at some point in the future, the Emperor set

about creating mankind's replacement: the Primarchs. The

Primarchs were genetically engineered super-humans with
god-like powers, bred for strength and loyalty. The Emperor's

intention was to create an entire race of super-humans from

the genetic template of the first Primarchs. He hoped that

his efforts would create a laboratory-bred purity completely
immune to the influences of Chaos.

Followers of the Emperor maintain that the Primarchs

were never intended to truly replace mankind, rather that they

were to be shining examples of humans free from the taint
of corruption. However, the Chaos Powers perceived the

Emperor's schemes and seized the foetal Primarchs before they

could reach maturiry. Seeing the potential value ofthe Primarchs

the Ruinous Powers did not deign to destroy them, instead

scattering them far and wide across the galaxy. The Primarchs

developed independently beyond the Emperor's reach, only
being rediscovered later as the Great Crusade advanced.

Hence the Emperor lost his first battle with Chaos before

he even left Earth. The Emperor was unable to re-create the

Primarchs in the time left to him, and even now the birth-
pangs of Slaanesh were becoming louder and louder as the

godling came to full wakefulness. Instead the Emperor evolved

a new p1an. Using genetic material that had been imprinted
from the Primarchs into laboratory golems, he reproduced

some of their qualities as discrete biological organs. By
implanting these organs into young, growing bodies some

of the qualities of the Primarchs could be re-created albeit

in a lessened form. In this way the first Space Marines were

created, and soon entire legions were created utilising vat-

grown genetic material from the Primarchs.

Loyalists also portray this event as a source ofgreat rejoicing :

among the Emperor's followers. although the reaction of the

veterans that had fought for his cause being supplantgf=iq#
manner can be imagined to be less than effisive. N<

the super-human Space Marine Legions
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ofstrife and many ofthese attempted to resist the Imperialist As the Great Crusade pushed outlvard Horus had begu$;t$;

onslaught from Ancient Terra. Untold billions were killed by the

Space Marine Legions and much precious technology was lost

*hen th" Emperor's forces resorted to brute force to overwhelm

more advanced worlds. The Crusade's indiscriminate use of

virus bombs and cyclonic torpedoes obliterated secrets that had

been preserved for millennia. Increasingly the Space Marine

Legions began to find themselves deployed against human

populations whose only crime was an unwillingness to join

ihem. The Emperor's message of unification had changed to

one of domination, and those that did not submit were branded

enemies to be righteously purged. The Great Crusade rolled

onward relentlessly, sustained now by its own momentum as it

swept outvvard to the very fringes of the galaxy.

In the wake ofthe crusading forces the future infrastructure

of empire moved into place on the conquered worlds;

governments and nobility became subiect to the Administratum,

the Adeptus Arbites replaced judges and lawmakers, over time

even mechanicians and technologists became supplanted by

the Adeptus Mechanicus. Planetary Governors took control,

providing they met their tithes' Decrees from distant Terra

imposed rigorous conformity on wildly divergent peoples and

cultures, establishing a pattern of oppression and drudgery

that became the norm for life in the Imperium. Despite the

warning signs, the majority of humanity rose to the challenge

of rebuilding its ancient heritage in exchange for the promise

of a better future. For a time the unity and strength of the

Imperium seemed unstoppable, and the Powers of Chaos

appeared to have retreated to their own realms. It was not so'

Horus began to quietly 1ay plans for rebellion. He subtly

sounded out the some ofthe other Primarchs and began the

slow process of gathering his far-flung forces. Horus' Space

Marine legions were gradually seduced by their sense of pride

and loyalty to their Primarchs into serving the Warmaster

above the Emperor. Initially, the Space Marines had little idea

that they were being led astray' The taint spread slowly and

subtly, and only later when they reached the point of outright

rebellion did their veneer of reason fall away to reveal that

Chaos had invaded their hearts.

In the midst of Horus'preparations, the Imperial Commander

of Istvaan III declared the whole of the Iswaan system an

independent principality The Emperor, ignorant of Horus'

plans, ordered him to move to pacifii the rebellious system' The

Warmaster was unwilling to be drawn into a planetary campaign

just as his schemes were coming to fruition and chose instead to

virus bomb Iswaan III from orbit. Twelve billion souls died in a

matter of minutes, their rapidly rotting carcasses consumed by

a firestorm that enveloped the entire planet for days afterwards'

During the bombardment a grouP of loyalist Space Marines

discovered signs of corruption in Horus' followers. They

succeeded in seizing control ofthe frigate Eisensteinand fled into

warp sPace to warn the Emperor. Horus withdrew to Iswaan V

to marshal his forces for the confrontation to come'

The Emperor hesitated, shocked by the betrayal of his

Warmaster and unable to believe that his friend and general was

really marshalling forces against him. Howeveq even as he learned

of the betrayal, dissent and rebellion spread throughout the

Imperial Army Meanwhile, on Mars those who had denounced

the Emperor as a False Omnissiah saw that their time had come'

The Adeptus Mechanicus' own Fabricator-General, the most

powerful Magos of Mars, unleashed ancient, forbidden weapons

on the surface of the red planet as Tech-Priests and heretelc

fought for dominance. The fragile Imperium tore itself aPart as

r.ce"ntly-conquered systems deiared independencg and newly-

appointed planetary leaders seized their chance to declare for the

Warmaster. Confusion reigned and at first many failed to recognise

the resurgence of the Ruinous Powers, seeing the conflid asa

THE HORUS HERESY
The Primarchs had not escaped their brush with Chaos entirely

untouched. As the Great Crusade wore on their dreams became

disturbed by the insidious whispers of the Ruinous Powers'

Each Primarch's character was severely tested by the unspoken

urgings, each ofthem thinking that they alone bore such flaws'

The future promise of power became a temptation for some;

in others their pride or martial Prowess opened a Path of

corruption. Little by little their flaws deepened into obsessions'

Fully half of the Primarchs eventually failed the test and were

seduced by the Ruinous Powers, their corruption occurring in

ways so subtle that they never even suspected that their own

loyalties were changing until it was too late.

Horus, the greatest Primarch of them all, was utterly

convinced of the virtue of the martial ideals for which he

fought. He enjoyed the Emperor's greatest trust and the

admiration of the other Primarchs, gaining the title of

Warmaster. He had stood at the Emperor's side from the

earliest days of the Great Crusade and through the many

long years that followed. Legends say that they fought back-

to-back at the siege of Reillis and the Emperor saved Horus'

life. At the battle of Gorro, Horus is said to have repaid the

debt by hacking the arm from a fuenzied Ork that was intent

on choking out the Emperor's life. As the crusade advanced

the Emperor eventually returned to Terra to administer his

rapidly growing domain. He entrusted Horus with leading

. the crusade along the eastern fringes, little realising that by

id&ig'to he was planting the seeds of his own betrayal'

purely political one between Horus and the Emperon

The rot of Chaos spread quickly, passing

Warmaster's forces to their allies and even their

shocking speed. Loyalists and rebels elashed,,l

perceive the Emperor's actions as craven and dishonourable' All

too often compromises were made that he felt were weak and

unworthy of the Master of Mankind while wanton destruction

was unleashed on other worlds on the slimmest pretext' The

Emperor abandoning the Crusade forces in favour of returning

to the administrative centre ofthe now-vast Imperium confirmed

Horus' worst fears. The coming age of enlightenment and

understanding preached by the Emperor was nothing but a

mask for his own pusillanimous greed. Surely the warriors that

had fought so hard to conquer deserved some say in how their

conquests were ruled? What kind of man seeks to become sole

ruler ofthe galaxy? So, perhaps, the worms ofdoubt began to

squirm in the brilliant mind of Horus. Perhaps he even foresaw

, tim. *hen the Emperor would have to be rid of him-the
mighry warrior with no worthy opponents left to fight'

of worlds across the galaxy. After an alnosr{
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*1.;;like the World Eaters, or zealous loyalist Space Marines like

n-',il rb'DCrk Angels.

Thousand Sons
The path to damnation for the Thousand Sons Legion of
Space Marines was longer than most, but its final plunge more

complete than any Even before the Horus Heresy the Sons'

cyclopean Primarch Magnus the Red led his sons in the study

of arcane lore and the practice of sorcery despite the Emperor's

disapproval. When Horus gathered his forces the Thousand

Sons tried to use their occult powers to warn the Emperor.

Disastrously the Emperor was mistrustful of anything tinged by
Chaos and declared the Thousand Sons heretics. Leman Russ

and the Space Wolves were sent to devastate the Thousand

Sons' homeworld of Prospero. To survive and protect their
accumulated wisdom, the Thousand Sons sought the patronage

of the Chaos power Tzeentch, Changer of the Ways, greatest

master of magic among the Chaos gods.

The surviving Thousand Sons have been split by internal

schisms, their pursuit of occult knowledge estranging them to
each other and even their cyclopean Primarch. A cabal ofrenegade

sorcerers led by their once-Chief Librarian Ahriman unleashed

a great magic upon the legion to prevent further mutation and

corruption of its members by Chaos. The Rubric of Ahriman

reduced most of the Thousand Sons to soulless suits of animated

armour, but left the surviving sorcerers unmatched in power.

The Emperor's Children
The Emperor's Children were one of the legions assigned to

crush Horus and his rebels on Istvaan V. During a parley the

legion's primarch, Fulgrim, and his highest ranking officers

were corrupted by the decadent pastimes that Horus and

his Chaos-worshippers oFfered. Drugged, pleasured beyond

endurance, and finally broken, they agreed to aid Horus. The

rot spread quickly through the Legion, and the Emperor's

Children embraced Chaos in all its depravity.

Little trace can now be seen of the original armour and

equipment of the Emperor's Children, covered as it is by skins

of iridescent fur or scales, jewels, or the fantastical renderings

of screaming faces or rutting beasts. The Emperor's Children
fight for sensation and sensory overload, bringing a clashing

cacophony ofsound, colour, and energy to the battlefield.

The Night lords
Led by their saturnine Primarch, Konrad Curze (also known
the Night Haunter) the Night Lords were greatly feared

even before the Heresy. Curze believed in the use of terror
as a weapon and his foes quickly learned to fear the night.
The Night Lords were one of the first legions to join Horus'

rebellion, turning on what they saw as a weak-willed
Emperor incapable of having the strength to lead. Even after

Horus' defeat the Night Lords have continued to wage an

unremitting campaign of terror against the Imperium.
The Night Lords refuse to follow any of the Chaos Gods,

and have become cynical, hard-bitten, and frighteningly
ruthless warriors. They fight for the pleasure o[ it, and for
the material rewards it can bring, and not for the worship
of some deity. They look down upon their more dedicated

brethren, whether they are fanatical Chaos Space Marines

The Alpha Legion o ,,

The Alpha Legioriwas the twentieth and final legion created

in the first founding. During the Great Crusade the legion
earned renown for its strict discipline 

^nd 
organization. The

Alpha Legion strove hard to outshine its brethren in all things
and prove their worthiness to be among the older legions.

The war-lust of the Alpha Legion easily led them into heresy

when Horus declared himself against the Emperor. Here at last

was their chance to prove themselves against opponents just

as tough, as battle hardened, and ferocious as themselves.

The Alpha Legion did much to ravage the Eastern Fringe

during the Heresy, pursuing their own set of objectives far
from Ancient Terra. In the millennia since they have continued
to strike from bases hidden all over the galaxy. Unusually
the Alpha Legion actively cultivates cultists and rebels,

multiplying their impact many times over. The Inquisition
holds a special loathing for the Alpha Legion for their part in
spreading Chaos cults and fanning the embers of heresy into
the raging fires of outright rebellion.

The Iron'Warriors
The Iron Warriors once formed the Emperor's legion of siege

troops. They fought on a hundred worlds in the great crusade,

laying siege to alien citadels and the palaces of heretics with
equal gusto. The Iron Warrior's Primarch, Perturabo, excelled

in the arts ofsiege and trench warfare above all else, and his

treatise on fortifications and their reduction formed the basis

of several sections of the Tactica Inperialis. The Iron Warriors
betrayed the Emperor on Istvaan V, their mazes ofbunkers and

razor wire becoming a death trap for their loyalist brethren
instead of the sanctuary they promised to be.

The Iron Warriors wear relatively unadorned armour that is
commonly pieced together from the older marks for its heavier

lrontal protection. They favour heavy weaponry like lascannon

or missile launchers for long range engagements, although well-
equipped Iron Warriors assault squads are also rightly feared.

The rJflord Bearers
Lorgar, Primarch of the Word Bearers legion, was a scrupulous

and dedicated follower of the Imperial Cult. He led his legion in
the building of vast monuments and immense rituals during the
great crusade to secure the faith ofthose that were conquered.

The Emperor rejected Lorgar's efforts however, telling him that
he needed his Space Marines to fight, not worship. Lorgar's

disillusionment with the Emperor's impiety drove him to
worship of the Chaos Powers, entities that truly demanded

worship and sacrifice from their followers. When Horus raised

his banner the Word Bearers followed him into rebellion along

with a thousand hidden cults they had established.

The Word Bearers fanatical zealotry has become dedicated

to the worship of Chaos in its purest form, unadulterated by
the veneration ofany particular Chaos Power over the others.

They are the only traitor legion that still maintains the rank .

of Chaplain, the darkly twisted individuals holding this office .,

now leading their brethren in heretical prayers and insaiie:.:
catechisms. Immense cathedrals and rune-etched

still rise in the wake of the Word Bearer's

they are blasphemous dedications to the gtror]t

1
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THE SENVANTS
oF Cnaos

"Wbo pkdged bb loYltl?
TbeWarmaster.

Whon did we serve in faith?
The Wdrmdster.

From whom did we take our name?

The Warmater.

Who wa denied to us?

Tbe Warmaster.

But uhom shall we remake?

Tbe Warmaster.

And who shall lead us to uictorl?

The Warmaster."

'a:ll

existing in regions too difficult for Imperial ships to reach' Oti

occasion entire star systems that have been isolated by wary

storms for centuries re-establish contact with the universe and

sensibly opt to keeP themselves hidden from the Imperium'

The Calixis Sector exists amongst the edges of the galaxy'

an established bastion of Imperial control amongst the hazy

borders. Thus, it is surrounded by regions of space not

under Imperial control. The most prominent is the Koronus

Expanse in the Halo Stars, linked to the Calixis Sector by a

fluctuating warP passage. Beyond this passage, Imperial rule

ends, and all manner of human civilisations exist unknown

and undiscovered. However, there are other outlands around

the Calixis Sector as well, includin g the Hazetoth Abyss, the

fringes of the Drusus Marches, and the nomad space between

the Calixis and bordering Ixaniad Sector'

-Black Legion Catechism

he Imperium is mighty and its reach is 1ong, but the

infinite Realm of Chaos is greater still' Even in the

material universe the Emperor's followers only control

islands of light in a sea of darkness. There are many who do

not want the protection of the Imperium, who defy its laws

and seek to undermine its works. Even inside the Imperium

itself rebels and secessionists struggle constantly to throw

off the chains of oppression, particularly among the lowliest

underclasses created by the priesthood ofTerra'

These are the peoples that have not forgotten the taste

of freedom, those who would rather give their fealty to the

uncaring Ruinous Powers than grovel before the corpse-god

of distant Terra. Some are peoples who seek to escape from

bondage and go to any lengths to secure their release' Others

resist ihe power oFthe Imperium without truly knowing why

they do so, motivated simply by a conviction that they must

fight against the tyranny it represents' A1l of these peoples

,i thJr.*.nts of Chaos and knowingly or unknowingly

they continue to fight in the Long War begun by Horus ten

millennia past.

THOSE WTFIO LI\IE \$TTITHOUT

The first group of those the Imperium brand as "heretics"

are those who live beyond Imperial control by living

outside the Imperium. Though the Imperium is vast' its

authority stretching from rim to rim ofthe galaxy, in reality

there are vast swaths of space unknown to the Imperium

of Man. These regions have many names, including but by

no means restricted to, the "outlands," "wilderness space"'

and "The Halo Stars." Within them, whole civilisations can

rise, prosper, and fall, without once knowing of the wider

Imperium that surrounds them.

iust as the Imperium is vast beyond ProPer comPrehension'

,o too 
"r. 

the renegade warbands too many and diverse to ever

properly catalogue or define. Some may be feral tribes existing

on *oitdt deemed too insignificant to warrant an Imperial

presence, their only contact limited to ambitious missionaries

and periodic orbital surveys by passing patrols Others may

These renegades are as varied as the regions of space

they occupy. Some come from the savage worlds o[ the

Koronu, Expanse such as Naduesh and Vaporius' Others hail

from nomad or heretical clans such as the Meratech Pirate

Clans that waged war against the Calixis Sector and were

exterminated for their pains many centuries ago'

Many of the outlander clans that populate these regions

hold thai they have survived because they learned to honour

the Ruinous Powers, firmly believing that their sacrifices to

the gods bring bounty into their otherwise barren existence'

Powerful psyker-dynasties dominate some of these groups'

and otheri claim to be parties to daemonic pacts forged by

their ancestors when the Emperor still walked among the

living. Frequently these peoples take the form of extended

clans that ihare their knowledge only through their blood

relatives, maintaining a leve1 of knowhow about ancient

technologies or local warp space conditions that astounds

outsiders. The Adeptus Mechanicus is particularly sensitive

to the existence of such hereteks (of which those in the

Meratech clans are a particularly egregious example) and

press other Imperial authorities to mobilise and caPture or

kill them as a matter of PrioritY.
Even though some ofthese groups can trace an unbroken

chain ofantecedents reaching all the way back to the Age of

Strife Imperial authorities view them all as smugglers' pirates

,and renegades. Battlefleet Calixis and other detachments

of the Imperial Navy (such as Battlefleet lxaniad) destroy

unregistered ships as a matter of course, and eliminate

known "pirate haunts" whenever they can' In consequence

many ,.negrde clans have learned to be extremely wary of

taking actions that reveal their existence to the Imperium'

and when they must do so they often use elaborate measures

to disguise their activities'

The ranks ofthe renegades are constantly being swelled by

those driven out by the Imperium's policies; deposed nobles'

defeated warriors, disillusioned theocrats, failing merchants'

as a king on a feral world with connections to

clans, and from there his ambitions might tale.'hi

Imperial space to burn and plunder. nenegade!;.$i,,-Ueina"pendent ships, mining oPerations, and whole colonies
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winds of magic and mortals become their playthings

with a value only as champions or slaves' Daemon Worlds

A few Daemon Worlds are dominated by the remnants of the

Traitor Legions that once followed Horus' They have become

training grounds, forges, and armouries for the Legions'

contin;in; prosecution of the Long War. Entire regiments are

raised and destroyed under their brutal regimes, the veteran

suryivors reformed and hurled into battle again and again to

forge them in the crucible of war. On these hellish worlds

.nyon. is capable climbing up from slave cannon fodder

through hardened veteran to valued elite with sufficient skill

and 6lan. The hardiest and most dedicated may some day win

a place in the Legion and have their body broken by dark

chirurgeons to be remade as something greater than human'

The Traitor Legions teach their slaves to hate the Imperium

and to despise the Emperor with an unholy passion' Time

runs differently on Demon Worlds and veteran Space Marines

that stood beside Horus still live on a hundred centuries later

in the Eye oFTerror and other benighted places' They bitterly

remember their defeat before the Imperial palace and have

sworn to have their vengeance against the False Emperor on

the Golden Throne. Incalculable woe has been unleashed on

the Imperium by the Traitor Legions over the millennia since

the Horus Heresy. These so-called "Black Crusades" have

ravaged the regions around the Eye ofTerror and destabilised

huge areas elsewhere in the Imperium.

Even once the Imperium rallies its vast resources to re-conquer

territory lost to a Black Crusade, the indelible taint of Chaos

is left behind. On recaptured worlds the incidence of psykers

and mutations in the liberated populations leaps sharply and

cultist cells are always particularly active. The Traitor Legions

attempt to erode Imperial power whenever they can and some

specialise in utilising renegade and underground elements as

prrt, of, larger conspiracy. Imperial Inquisitors are particularly

alert for signs that cult or Pirate activity may Presage a larger

invasion by the Traitor Legions, but with a million worlds to

protect their task is a nigh impossible one.

are a sanctuary for the worshippers of Chaos with the means

and courage to flee to them. The Inquisition never rests in its

efforts to eliminate the devotees of the Ruinous Powers, but a

Daemon World defies even their shadowy reach'

No one knows the exact number of Daemon Worlds in

the galaxy, nor whether all of them could truly be said to

even exist within the galaxy any more. Imperial Navigators

have reported worlds in the deep tides of the Immaterium

light years away from any star systems and severe warp

storms are said to have shifted entire planets across time

and space. Certainly the greatest concentration of Daemon

Worlds appears to be in the region called the Eye of Terror,

the birthing grounds of the Chaos Power Slaanesh, but

many other Daemon Worlds are spoken of in myth and

legend in different parts of the galaxy. Some hold that

every major warp storm has one or more Daemon Worlds

at its heart, the source ofall the dangerous torrents ofwarp

energy that sustain it.

Untold billions of mortals exist on Daemon Worlds, their

lives utterly subject to the Ruinous Powers and their bodies

marked by Chaos. Many are destined to form warbands

battling for the amusement oF their masters, hurling

themselves against one another while screaming praises to

their dark gods. Others are arranged into shuffling prayer

gangs that trace the path of vast runes visible only from

ipace; others might sift, weigh, and catalogue grains of

sand in vast deserts or endlessly build and then destroy

monuments that defy sanity and science The activities

pursued with such vitality and fervour on Daemon Worlds

are often nonsensical and contradictory by nature-and aPt

to change at a moment's notice.
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Gamu
"I swear to mdke udr on the Imperium and ix people, and I will

go to m) grdve dttenpting to tear down tbe ualls of that benighted,

decadent, andfoolish enpire. It is not I, dt long last, who haue

betrayd tbe Imperium, it is the Inperium wbo has betrEed me lt is

the Imperium who ha betayd us all."

-Commander Phineas Gage

he following chapter outlines the game's core game

mechanics and how to use them to play Brecx

Cnusaoe. It covers the dice used to play, and how to

make Tests and set task di{Eculties. This chapter also covers

special rules for movement, lighting, gravity, and many

other environmental conditions that have a direct effect on

the Player Characters. Finally, it also touches on new game

mechanics dealing with Infamy, Corruption, and the goals

and final destinies ofPlayer Characters.

GAME DICE
For ease of play, Brecr CnuseDE uses only ten-sided

polyhedral dice for its core game mechanic. Ten-sided dice

can be acquired online or anylvhere role-playing games are

sold, including game stores and larger chain book stores'

In fact, the dice needed to play Bracr Cnuseor are likely

available at the very store where this book was purchased.

The GM and each player need at least one pair of ten-sided

dice. These dice should prefenbly be of different colours to

help differentiate between the "tens" die and the "ones" die'

There are also special pairs of ten-sided dice that typically

come in sets of dice called percentile dice. One of the pair is

numbered 1-10 like normal dice, and the other is numbered

10-00. These dice are designed so that the outcome of the die

ro11 can be quickly and unquestionably ascertained.

Brecr CnuseoE uses, at its core, two basic types of die roll,

the "d10" ro11 and the percentile ro11. D10 rolls are called for

when the player or GM needs to generate a number between

one and ten (or a higher number if multiple d10 dice are

rolled and the results added together), perhaps when rolling

Damage for a weapon. When making a d10 rol1, the player or

GM rolls the number of dice called for, three dice for a roll of

3dl0 for example, and adds the results together (meaning the

results could be between 3 and 30).

Exervrprn t
Haargotb, a Chaos Space Marine, is hit with a blatfom a meltagun

which inJtics Zd|0+8 Energy Darnage. Tbe GM rolls two ten+ided

dice and gets a "4" and a "9." He adds tbe two dice resulx, gminga 1 j
total, tbi adds eigbt nore poinsfor a total of 21 points of Danage-

Percentile rolls are called for when a player or GM needs to

generate a random number from 1-100, and are perhaps the

most common rolls made in the game. Characteristic and Skill

Tests are two of the many ways in which percentile rolls are

used in the game. When making percentile rolls, commonly

abbreviated as "d%" or "d100," the player or GM uses a pair

of ten-sided dice, one assigned as the "ones" digit and the

other assigned as the "tens" digit, to generate his number.

Unlike d10 rolls, the results of a percentile roll aren't added

together. See Table 1-1: Percentile Roll Examples below for a

quick explanation ofhow to read a percentile roll.

Exeuprn
Haargoth is searching a ruin for a hidden pasage to some rumoured

under-chambers. once all modifers bave been applted, the GM telk

Haargoth that he needs a 35 or below tofnd tbe pasage' if it exists

at all. Haargoth rolls his percentile dice and gas a resuh of 6/, well

ouer bis target and a disappointingfailure.

There are times when the rules require a roll of 1d5. To

make this roll the player simply rolls a ten-sided die, divides

the result by fwo, and rounds uP.

Exeuprn
Haargoth is attacked b1 an opponent with a grenade launcher, and is

stntck with a krak grenade. Tbe GM scores a solid bit tbat deals so

much Explosbe Ddmdge to Hddrgoth tbat it puncba right througb hb

poaer drmour dnd deals one point of Criical Damage. Consuhingthe

appropriate Critical Danage table the GMfnds that, alongwitb the

Damage dwh b1 tbe grenade, Haargotb is also tbrown backward 1d5

metres. The GM rolb a ten-sided die and ges d resuk of seuen wbich

is treated a a resutt offour (z -2=3.5 rounded up tofour). uaargotb

Jliafour metres and landsflat on hb back.

CHARACTERTSTICS
Characteristics represent a character's raw potential and natural

physical and mental gifts, such as his strength, agiliry intelligence,

and skll with melee and ranged weaponry. Characteristics operate

on a scale of I to 100, and the higher the Characteristic is, tle
more raw talent the character has in that panicular area. There

are 10 different Characteristics in Brecx Cnuseor, and each

represents a different area ofmental or physical attributes. F?ch

is listed briefly here, with its common abbreviation. (Willpower,

for example, is often abbreviated as "WP" in game text.)

$(/EepoN Srrrr (WS)
Weapon Skill measures a character's compqteneeiin

hand fighting, whether using fists, knt::{,..",f

$..ar#Ei,r''!
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. Add all the modifiers together. Positive and negative

modifiers may negate each other Once a1l modifiers have

been combined, the character should be left with a final

number. This number may be greater than 100' or less than

zero, but typically falls between I and 99.

. Make a percentile ro11 (see page 34)'

. Ifthe result ofthe percentile ro11 is less than or equal to

the Skill or Characteristic being tested, after all modifiers

are applied, then the test succeeds.

. Ifthe result ofthe percentile ro11 is greater than the Skill

or Characteristic being tested, after all modifiers are

applied, then the test fails.

. Note, that if the result of the percentile ro11 is a natural " 1 ,"

the Test succeeds, even if the total modifiers made the Skill

or Characteristic less than 1. Likewise, if the result is a

natural " 100" then the Test fails, even if the total modifiers

made the Skill or Characteristic greater than 100.

SKILT TESTS
The Skill Test is the most common test performed in

Brecr Cnuseoe. Each Skill is governed by a corresponding

Characteristic, which sets the base leve1 of the skill on a scale

of 1-100. For example, Dodge is governed by the Agility

Characteristic and Scrutiny is governed by the Perception

Characteristic. To make a Skill Test, the player first adds all

relevant positive and negative modifiers determined by the

Game Master to the governing Characteristic. Once the final

result is tal1ied, the player then makes a Percentile ro11. A Skill

Test succeeds if the result of the percentile ro11 is equal to or

less than the final target number after all modifiers are applied.

A Skill Test fails ifthe result ofthe percentile roll is higher than

the final target number after all modifiers are applied.

Succeeding at a Skill Test is always easier ifa character has

training in the Skill being Tested. A character can attemPt to

use any Skill untrained, but does so at a heavy disadvantage.

Any attempt to Test an untrained Skill suffers a -2O penaky

in addition to any other penalties. For more about Skill Tests

and their penalties and benefits see page 90'

Exeuprg ''

Enir, a comtpt Tech-Priest, is dttempting to decipber an ancient

technical treatise found in a ruined hive. Due to the higbi complex

nature of tbe text, and its antiquitl, the GM decida thar thx is

a Hard (*20) Lore: Forbidden (Adeptus Mechanicus) Tut.

Under ideal ciranmstdnces, Emir would make this test dgdinst his

Intelligence of 40. Howetter, a this is a Hard Test, he sffirs a -20
to bis Cbaracteristic and must roll under a 20 to succeed

CHARACTERISTIC TESTS
There are times over the course of a Brecn Cnuseor game

when no amount of education or training suffices, and a

player must rely simply on raw physical prowess or mental

acumen. Breaking through a reinforced door or resisting

torture are two tasks that call for Characteristic Tests' To

make a Characteristic Test, first the Game Master determines

the most appropriate Characteristic for the test, then the

player makes a percentage roll. Ifthe ro11 is less than or equal

io the Characteristic after any modifiers are applied, then the

test is successful. If the roll is higher than the Characteristic

after any modifiers are applied, then the test fails.

DEGREES OF SUCCESS
AND FAILURE
During a Btecr Cnusaop game, knowing whether a test has

succeeded or failed is typically sufficient. There are times,

howeveq when it is helpful to know just how well a character

has succeeded at a given task, or just how badly he has failed.

This is of particular importance with social skills' such as

Charm and Inquiry, as well as during some combat situations

such as when firing an automatic weapon.

Measuring a character's Degrees of Success or Failure is

a rather straightforward process. Once the percentage ro11

for the test is made, compare the outcome of the roll with
the modified Characteristic score. If the roll is lower than



'pzunoa n prppup$ aqt qrttltft uodn t{pLs {npzq 2q1 qtturL

npl aql ssorrp qlot"oag qspas u spaatotd pun srnlpr P2,trps eqj

uo dtfi nq surylutpw rarpag p,tppupis spupH uotJ eqJ s,qloFuag

upqi llu fiilaq qtnw o lsaccns lo slznal Dtqt qlmL spaarrns Pup 6 t p

sllot wg aqa 'tsnf 
Quo ]nq ssarrlls p 'lt p sll\r nfu1d s,Eofuavg

'gc lo qfiuaas s,ralpag ptppupis aqt $atfa silor wg zqi 2lltltL

tt lo qfiuaag s,"Dirp.uqr nq $avfr s11ot n{a1d s,rlto8wap 6a1

qfiuut5 pasoddo uu nts11w WD aqt Pup 't2rpag pfipupis spupH

ultJ up wo.{ uuuaq nldpqJ 2qi tsatftL ol Sutldwulp s1 qloflvog

flTiII [VX![

'uorte;lsrp s,WD aqr o] Url sI puu 'ateudo-rdde st auorlno
Jeqlra 'Jauur,l.r JEJII u sI e;Jql lltun 11or-at sarl.rud qloq lo
'suaddeq Surqlou pue altsualets E uI sPUa tsrl alll Jaqlle

:s;nlo sSurqr o,^^l Jo auo ueqt 'lle; saruud qloq PInoqS
'sur,^ IIoJ arP lsa,!\ol aLll uaql

'erl p 
llrls sr llnsa; aqlJI sur,l.r snuog rltslrolle.req3 lsaq8tq aqt

ql1.u ,t.rud oqt uaqt 'lunba st sessa))ns Jo rrgurnu aql JI 
'rsol

eqt sur,^ ssJlJnSJo saa"r8aq tsolu rLll tltr,tt r{uud aqt 'paalns
sau.red qlog 3y 'tsar aLIl sul^\ sPaaJrns .Ia.\rotl^\ pue ,,{11erulou

tsar oteudorddu rlaql salutu luedlrtt.ltsd LIrEa 'lsal pasoddg

uu uJ 'lsaI pasoddg uB roJ IIUJ asaqt aIIl seulll PUB 'JoJ E

lsure8e3lasrutq lsar or spaau JatJeJPqt E Llotl,l sJtult alu elaql

SISflI OflSOdiIO
'uBruduer srLI Jo spaau aqt pue uoltentls

aqt lrns rsag or lsat qrra ,(q paluasa;da; eull aql tsn(pu r{uur

Jotsel4l euJeg aqt lo,ra,Llog 'lsol PapuelxS ue sarinh -u

reqtrq,^ uortdr.rrsap stl ulqll^ srtBts III)S qrea '1e.rau'.' :
'lsaf papuelxE ue sB u1y\oul sl slql 'lsel aqr alald::: ;;

slsol llrls aldrllnru a;tnba; .{eu ralseyq oIUBD aqt '3--- i:l

qlns saser u1 'atalduor ot ault3o glSuay E etlnb sa::-l-.
teqr paterrlduol os lser u stdruatte retferetlr e'r{1yeuc-,:,

SISiilC!TOi{TL\]

aplsu! saultpw arudg atp lo awos Swpunom sdpq.ad r .':
aqtFuqddffi zwoq ilq siltqs stq lo 41nq aql 110.r i6pn1 sx1 .u.'t :'
s1aaa1 motlauotttppp up pup '$aJ aql uo Sutpaatcns nlssaniit _-'

auo nat qtofuwg slutod Ep Sryddoqm t (q nqwnu ifrtr: ,. .-

8rypt pua 11ot aQl uo 7 1 p Euuots '19 lo lt!45 rlislltpg s,.L):::' :

tsuu8a 11ot n n4nw a(a1d s,qtofiwg 's1pqs tloq qilftL alrtq i :': -
nqt Sutdods 'eultpw awdg Suutadmsun 2ql uo dn swd,t ' : 

" 
"

'uotltso( nq wotg n8tu iCwa up altnb Suuuasad 'afpu 'iq.c:.- : -

fto!( llu! sa(lpaq lutqv rleqJ tafiaqt ststg pt.odwl aE wrt!' ..

+pag lo panbs a nlut1oq [waq a Wkft qsnqap ry 3u1,Q ;; . . '

trTiII\\l'-:

'f,IlSIlalJ-a-: - -

ra^o pallor sturod g1 Ieuotttppe .{;a,ta ;o3 arnllrrJ _lc :--:

IBuoItIppB uu sute8 puu 'ernlleJ 3o aet8aq auo pr'j '
JatJe;et1r aql 'rllslralJe.teql aqt ueqt -raqSrq sr 1',:-

{1as;a,ruo3 sseJlns 3o aar8aq Jaqloue tar{ stuu:8 ,:--
lsal aLll qrlqm ,tq slulod 61 {;a.ra 'a;oru;aqlrnj : -

go aa.r8aq auo paure8 suq JaTJEJEIIJ aqt 'rttstratti'-- -,-.-

Ec.
lq

1l
:& s

.rS '

.r,l#;*."=+



ST DIFFICUITY
No two tests are created equal. Piloting a skimmer across an

open field is one thing, while racing through a ruined, debris-

choked cityscape while under heavy fire is quite another' Both

require Pilot: Skimmer tests, but the latter is demonstrably

more difficult than the former. The question, howeveq is just

how much harder is piloting a skimmer through a war-torn

city? This is where test difficulry and the Game Master's

discretion come into PlaY.

While the difficulty of a given test is occasionally clearly

stated by the rules, often it is left to the GM to determine

just how difficult an action is. Once the difficulty of a

task has been determined, the GM needs to consult Table

1-3: Test Difficulty to find the appropriate modifier'

The difficulty modifier is then applied to the governing

Characteristic associated with the test before the percentile

ro11 is made.

Exeuprn
Haargotb b dttempting to decipher d pdrtiaidrb complicdted

section of an ancient heruical text regdrding known Daemon

Princes. Due to the age of tbe text and its mind-bending nature, the

Game Mater detees that thb aHard (-20) Forbidden Lore

(Daemonology) Test. Nornalllt Haargoth would tesr against

his Intelligence of i8. In tbis instance, however (as thb n a Hard

ter), be suffers a _20 penaltl to hb Cbaracteristic and must roll an

1 8 or less to pdss tbe test.

Assrsrexcr
While going it alone certainly allows a character to reap a

greater part of the glory and rewards of a given venture,

it is not always the best or most prudent course of action'

There are times during a Brecr Cnuseor game when a task

is so great, an obstacle so insurmountable, or an enemy so

implacable, that the only way for the players to succeed is to

work together, pooling their ski11s and resources.

During a complicated or delicate test (and with the Game

Master's permission), the character performing the test can

request the assistance of other characters in the group'

When the percentile roll is made, only the character who

is actually making the test rolls the dice, but every other

character giving assistance reduces the difficulty of the test

by one step (see Table 1-3: Test Difficulty). If the test

succeeds, the character performing the test gains an extra

Degree of Success.

Lrurrs oN AssrsrANCE
While characters can assist each other in most tasks, there are

some restrictions and conditions that must be met.

. To give assistance on a Skill Test, a character must have

training in that skill.
. The assisting character must be adjacent to the character

performing the test.

. Assistance cannot be given in performing Reactions or

Free Actions.
. Assistance cannot be given on Tests made to resist

'disease, poison, Fear, or anything else the Game Master

deems inappropriate. Remember, there are many Tests

that characters must attempt alone.

. No more than two characters may attempt to assist

another on a single test.

ExeuprE
Malgraue, a member of the lron Waniors Legion, is dttempting to

dctiadte dn drtefdct of heruical technology deep beneatb tbe surface

of a dead hive world in order t0 bring poaer to some other ancient

slstens. This requires the Tecb-Use Skill, a Skill whicb tbe Cbaos

Space Marine possesses. He quick\ realisa that dapite his technical

prolt)ess, the eldritch s)stems dre beynd nen bis understanding

and he calls upon his colleague Baltfus for assistance. Bahhls, a

wizened and knowledgeable Heretek, also has Tech-Use trained and

is uniquely suited to asist hb accomplice, enabling him to add bis

know-how to Malgraue's and increase tbeir possibilitl of success'

Tbanks to tbe antiquitl and complexiry of tbe slstems, the GM

declares tbdt this is an Arduous (a0) Test With Bahltli belp

boweue4 this becomes a Very Hard (-j0) Te* Furthermore, if
Malgraue succeeds in hb test, he gains an additional Degree of

Success thanks rc Baltbls assislance.

IIIOVEIIIENT
f n most Brncr CnusnDE games, it is largely unnecessary

I to *orru about how flast a character can run or how long

I it takes him to ascend the 660 stairs to the Orgion of
Slaanesh. There are, however, a number of situations within

a game, most notably during combat, when knowing how

fast a character can move is very important. As discussed

in Chapter VII: Combat, there are two different methods

of keeping time in a Brecr Cnuseoe game, Narrative Time

and Structured Time, and each has its own unique rules

regarding movement.

Tasle r-3: TEST DmricwrY

Difficulty
I flVml

Elementary

Simple

Easy

Routine

Ordinary
Challenging

DifHcult

Hard

Very Hard

Arduous

Punishing

Hellish
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or charges he must succeed at a Ordinary (+ 10) Agility Test

or fall prone. Of course, the difhculty of this test can be further

modified at the Game Master's discretion based on any number

of factors. See Table 1-6: Treacherous Environment
Agility Modifiers for suggestions.

"-ri:fiP91

Time Movement Rate is halved. If a character runs climb like this requires a Difficult (-1o) Athletlcs'I1#et=
With one Degree of Success, the character completes'his

climb at a rate of one-half his Half Move speed. For each

further Degree of Success, the character climb's an additional

metre. If the Test is failed, the character falls from his starting

climbing position. Specialised tools such as grapnels and

clip harnesses add bonuses to Climb Tests, and are discussed

further in Chapter 5: Armoury.

AssEruI.Tc
Ifa character needs to descend a sheer surface quickly, he can

attempt abseiling as opposed to climbing down' Abseiling

requires climbing gear, a drop harness, or at least a good,

stout line, and requires a Challenging (+O) Acrobatics Test.

With one Degree of Success, the character descends at a rate

of 10 metres per Round, plus an additional metre for every

additional Degree of Success. With one Degree of Failure, the

descent rate is reduced to 5 metres per Round. Failure by two

or more degrees requires the character to make a Challenging
(+O) Strength Test or lose his grip-and if he is not wearing

a drop harness or otherwise secured, he falls.

IUMPINGAND LEAPING
A jump is a controlled vertical ascent or descent wherein a

character attempts to either jump as high as he can, or jump

safely down from an elevated surface without taking Damage.

If a character is pushed from a ledge, or is otherwise not

in control of his descent, he is not jumping, but falling (see

page 257). A leap is a horizontal jump by which a character

attempts to cover as much ground as possible. Both running

and leaping can benefit from a running start, and both require

a Full Action.

CLIMBINC
There are many times in a character's experience when the

best way to reach a destination or bypass an obstacle is

by climbing. Clambering over a fence, scaling a city wall,

descending into a crevasse, or climbing to an ideal sniper

position on a rooftop are all instances where climbing is

required. Typically, climbing is divided into two general

categories: simple climbs and sheer surfaces.

Srr'rprs CrrMss
Simple climbs include low walls, steep hills, tall piles of rubble,

trees, or anlthing else that requires effort and concentration but

no real skill to accomplish. Any character with his hands free can

automatically accomplish a simple climb as long as he takes his

time and isn't being distracted (while taking fire for example).

If a character is hurrying, being chased, under fire, or

otherwise distracted, he needs to make a Challenging
(+O) Athletics Test to perform a simple climb. With one

Degree of Success, the character completes his climb atat. 'te
of one-half his Half Move speed. For each further Degree

of Success, the character climbs an additional metre. If the

Test is failed, the character falls from his starting climbing

position. At his discretion, the Game Master can adjust the

difficulty of the climb to account for any other factors that he

deems appropriate. Some types of climb, such as ascending a

sturdy ladder or steep flight ofstairs, are so simple that no test

should be necessary.

SrrnEn Sunrecss
Many surfaces are beyond the means of ordinary characters to

climb, and often require specialised training and equipment. A

sheer cliffwith overhangs and no handholds, an icy crevasse,

the walls of buildings, or the massive flying buttresses of a hive

city are examples of such technical climbs, and attempting a
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strong one, to be walking around with three healy weapons

and several thousand rounds ofammo for each, or for the character

to have a backpack with one of everything from the equipment

section of Chapter 5: Armoury. There are, however, times when

just how much a character can lift or carry is crucia1 information.

The amount of weight a character can move is dependant on the

sum of his Strength and Toughness Bonus. Compare the total to

Table 1-7: Carrying, Pushing, and Lifting to find out the

limits of a character's might. It is important to note that certain

Traits and Talents may increase these values.

CennvrNc $UrErcnr
A character's Carrying Weight is how much he can comfortably

carry without suffering Fatigue and penalties to his movement.

If a character carries more than his weight he is Encumbered.

LrrrrNc \il7nrcnr
A character's Lifting Weight represents the maximum amount of
weight he can pick up off the ground. A character may attemPt

to movewhile holding a heary load, but if that load exceeds his

Carry Weight he is Encumbered. Lifting a heaqi load is a Full

Round Action. A character can attempt to lift more than his limit

by making a Challenging (+O) Strength Test. For every Degree

of Success achieved on a successful Test, the character gains + I
to the sum ofhis Strength Bonus and Toughness Bonus for the

purpose of determining limits. If the character gains two or more

Degrees of Failure, he immediately suffers one leve1 of Fatigue.

PusnrNc $trrErcgr
Pushing Weight is the maximum amount of weight a character

can push across a smooth surface like a ship's corridor or the

polished stone floor of a dark temple. Difficult terrain can '

make pushing objects difficult or even impossible. Pushing an

object is treated as a Full Round Action, and pushing weight
up to his limit requires no Test. A character may push weight
that exceeds the sum of his Toughness Bonus and Strength

Bonus by making a Challenging (+0) Strength Test. Each

Degree of Success adds + 1 to the sum of the character's

Strength Bonus and Toughness Bonus for the purpose o[
determining limits. If the character gains wo or more Degrees

of Failure, he immediately suffers one level of Fatigue.

ENcUMSERED CHARAcTERS
A character who attempts to carry more than his normal carrying

limits, but less than his lifting limit, is considered Encumbered. An

encumbered character suffers a -10 penalty to all movement-based

tests and sees his Agiliry Bonus reduced by one for the purposes

of determining movement rates and Initiative. Additionally, after

a number of hours equal to his Toughness Bonus have passed

while Encumbered, the character must make a Challenging (+0)
Toughness Test or gain one level ofFatigue.

TnnowrNc OnFcrs
There are many weapons, such as grenades and knives, that

are designed to be thrown, but a character can attempt to

throw nearly object that weighs up to half of his normal

Lifting Weight as indicated by Table 1-7: Carrying, Lifting,
and Pushing Weights. To throw an object, a character makes

a ChallenginC (+0) Strength Test. A Degree of Success

indicates that the object flies a number of metres equal to

his Strength Bonus. For each additional Degree of Success

this distance is increased by a factor one, so two Degrees of
Success means that the character throws the obiect a distance

equal to twice his Strength Bonus, three Degrees of Success

means it travels three times his Strength Bonus, and so on.

With a Degree of Failure, the object falls short, flying a

number of metres equal to half his Strength Bonus rounded

down. A result of 100 means that the character simply

dropped the object and it fell at his feet. If the thrown object

hits a hard surface such as a wall or vehicle, it takes ld10+SB
Damage plus one for every additional Degree of Success past

the first. These rules do not apply to aerodynamic throwing
weapons or grenades. These weapons have a given range on

the weapons table and have range brackets like other weapons.

If the object is thrown at a specific target, it is treated as

an improvised weapon and the character makes a Ballistic

Skill Test instead of a Strength Test. A character can attemPt

to throw an object that weighs more than half his Lifting
Weight, but requires a Hard (-20) Strength Test to do so

LICHTING
Characters in a Br,rcr Cnuseon game often find themselves

operating in dimly lit temples, under black, moonless skies, and

deep in the bowels of the underhive. As a result, the oppressivc 
.-

darkness becomes an enemy in its own right, concealing countle$$',,,

threats in its inky depths. An experienced character knolvs

reliable, portable light source like a luminen-pack !s

important as his weapon. For ease of play, Bncx
three levels of light: Bright, Shadow, and
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Test are considered prone. Additionally, a character EPIC DESTINIES
starting a Move Action in zero graviry must be adjacent to a

floor, wall, ceiling, deck, or other secure object so that he has

something to Push off from.

Gt oRY, Golls,
AND EPIC
DeSUNIES

he Heretics in Brecr CnusaoE are, ultimately,

running a race against both the corrupting nature of
Chaos and time itself. They steadily and constantly

accrue Infamy and Corruption. Most fall-either to the

blades and bolters of their enemies or twisted and mutated

by the Corruption that fills their bodies and souls. However,

a few may transcend this fate, accumulating enough Infamy

that their reputation spreads across the Screaming Vortex

and the Dark Gods reward them for their accomplishments

by raising them to become Daemon Princes. A very few

may become so renowned, so feared, and so respected that

warbands and warriors across the Vortex fight to serve under

their banner, hungry for the plunder and glory that follows

such an individual. These select few, chosen champions

of the Ruinous Powers can control the Screaming Vortex

and forge it into a mighty horde of destruction. With that,

they can grasp the ultimate accomplishment-leading their

armies on a Brecr Cnuseor against the very Imperium they

warred against.

There are, generally speaking, two final destinies for Bracr
Cnuseor characters. Apotheosis, becoming an all-powerful

Daemon Prince, is the more positive of the two outcomes,

and is tied to the accumulation of Infamy. As an alternative to

becoming a Daemon Prince, some Heretics have their own

personal Epic Destinies that they Prefer to work toward.

These, too, are reached through the accumulation of Infamy

and are some variant of the ascension to daemonhood. The

second-and most horrible-destiny is that the player is

consumed by Corruption, mutating into a barely sentient

creature known as Chaos Spawn. The Chaos Spawn serve

Chaos until their (hopefully quick) death as nothing more

than a monster.

However, there is a third possibility. Some individuals

may acquire so much Infamy through their glorious exploits

that before the tide of Corruption overcomes them, they are

able to rally the support and allies necessary to lead a Black

Crusade. Though these individuals will 1ikely eventually reach

Apotheosis as well (when they obtain the prerequisite amount

of Corruption), they have also obtained a truly impressive

amount of Infamy beforehand, and risen to the ranks of the

most prominent Champions of Chaos.

More information on Infamy, Corruption, how they

relate to one another and what they mean to the Player

Characters is discussed further in Chapter 9: Corruption

,,,;l$ 
rnramv'

Characters in Brecr Cnusepr may have a wide variety of
goals-revenge for wrongs, seeking to become a legend,

Gad a Traitor Legion, or simply gain knowledge of the true

nature of the universe. These goals are likely to be determined

ahead oftime, and are laid out in greater detail on page 267.

However, no matter what a character's goals are within the

game, he has only three ultimate fates-death, spawndom'

of apotheosis.

DsATH
The most common fate for Heretics is death. Whether on the

battlefield in mortal combat, at the tip of an assassin's blade,

or one more pitfall in a perilous galaxy, most of those who

follow the Dark Gods die, eventually'

Spev.Nnopt
Those Heretics who are weak, who fail too often, or who

take too many liberties with the favour and good will of
their daemonic masters are doomed to never reach their

Apotheosis, Instead, their bodies riddled with Corruption

and twisted by mutation, they become Chaos Spawn. Chaos

Spawn are insane, mindless abominations, twisted mockeries

of the mortal form. They are an all-too-Present reminder of
the cost of weakness or failure in the service of Chaos. If
a Heretic accrues 100 Corruption Points before he is able

to realise his ultimate destiny, his form is torn asunder and

he is cursed to spend the rest of eternity as a creature out

of nightmare. Once this happens, the book is closed on this

character and he is removed from play. For more information

on Corruption and becoming a Chaos Spawn, see Chapter

9: Corruption and InfamY.

AporrrEosrs
Those Heretics who manage to survive the dangers of a

hostile universe and find favour in the eyes of the gods may

be granted the ultimate boon, ascension to daemonhood

and translormation into a daemonic entity-a Daemon

Prince. With this comes power and freedom, the possibility

of ascending to the very heights of Chaos and becoming

the instrument of the Ruinous Powers' designs. To reach

Apotheosis, a character must accrue 100 Infamy points' and

he must do so while battling with the constant creep of
Corruption. Once a Heretic achieves his ultimate destiny and

ascends to daemonhood, his story is considered over and he

is removed from play. For more information on Infamy and

Apotheosis, see Chapter 9: Corruption and Infamy.





il,CnaFTER
CnaRACTER
CnEATION

'Without the light of Chaos, the unhterse would stagnate and

collapse. onj through this xrugle, can an1 advancement occur."

-The 
Book of Magnus

f n Brncr Cnusroe, players take on the role of someone who
I has devoted himself to the Ruinous Powers-a human or

t anro, Space Marine who has turned against the ways of
the Imperium. Through this character, the players may corrupt

civilisations, incite religious wars, and sow havoc throughout the

galaxy. Each character has chosen to ally with the unknowable

entities that exist beyond the physical realm within the eddies of
the warp. This exposure has undoubtedly cost some portion of
the character's saniry but it has also granted the character new

insights into the nature of the universe. With this knowledge

comes a proportionate degree ofunnatural power.

That power serves these characters well as they embark

upon a path of unmitigated gluttony through the galaxy. A

dark acolyte of Chaos is granted the opportunity to indulge

every whim in the service of Chaos. Each character is

expected to leave a swathe of destruction through the worlds

of the Screaming Vortex, the Calixis Sector, and the Jericho

Reach. Every vice that can be indulged must be undertakenei "
promote the influence of the Immaterium.

The lives o[ a Chaos devotee are often short, though the

time dilation o[the warp may obfuscate this. Most heroes of
Chaos aspire to the immeasurable power of a daemon prince,

but few obtain that ultimate prize. The path of Chaos is a
hard one, and the Ruinous Powers have little patience fot
those who fail them. These poor wretches may be fortunate

to know the sweet release ofdeath rather than the demeaning

punishment of eternal life as a Chaos Spawn. Throughout

a character's career, the promise of power and the threat of
damnation are ever-present companions.

As a follower of this unholy path, each character has a duty

to spread the warp's influence throughout the galaxy The Dark

Gods have granted these Heretics their blessings, but these gifts

come at a price. The Dark Gods constantly seek to add to their

followers. Their devotees are expected to fulfil this responsibility
just as they spread the beliefs and ways of the unknowable

powers through their words and deeds. The forces of the vast

Imperium of Man are most commonly a potent foe, but they may

also become allies. Any loyalist is just another person who has

not yet known the unholy corruption of the Dark Gods.

At the same time, the enemy's foe is not necessarily an ally.

Xenos may be targets for corruption, or they may be targets

for elimination, due to their resistance to the divine word of
Chaos. Even other servants of the Dark Gods may work at

odds with the focal characters, as the mandates of Chaos are

all too often indecipherable and inconsistent. To successfully

navigate the paths ofChaos, each character must know whom
to trust but always have a plan that accounts for betrayal.

CREAIINGA HERETIC
Before a player can embark upon a path of destruction through

the galaxy he needs to create an avatar through which he can

interact with the world of Bmcr Cnuseoe. This alter ego is

known as a Player Character (PC), often identified as a "Heretic"

For many people, the act of designing a character can be an

enjoyable game all by itself While the process is straightforward,

the final variations and options can create a selection ofdifferent
outcomes that are nearly as vast as humanity itself. Upon first

pass, this process may seem complex. This rulebook is designed

to gradually clarifiz the process. As players continue to explore

the text, the processes become clear.

In order to begin, each player needs to assemble a few tools

to create his character. First is a blank piece ofnotepaper or a

character sheet copied from the back of the book or printed
from the Bracr Cnuseor website. He also needs two ten-

sided dice and a pencil with a good eraser. As their characters

take shape, players may find that earlier choices no longer Rt

their current vision for the character. Writing in pencil makes

these changes far easier to adopt.

Some players prefer to create their characters in isolation.

After all, designing characters-and even creating gaming

models to emulate 1fisrn-s2n be a fun pastime. However,. if
the character is to be part of an extended campaign, it ma.y

be most beneficial for the players to sit down with the,l

Master (GM) and create their characters as a

way, the players can make certain that their
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SraGu
CtqoosE A Race

1:

"Not evetlone receives the dttention of the Dark Gods. Oni those

who are demon*rab\ exceptional are wortbl of their notice."

- Dark Apostle Aurelius of the Word Bearers

efore doing anything else, the player must select a

race for his character. The Imperium of Man extends

throughout the galaxy and is populated by untold

millions of humans. A number of these humans have chosen to

follow the Dark Gods, forsaking the Imperium and embracing

the ways of the Immaterium. An extremely small number of
those loyal humans have undergone the extensive biological

enhancements to transform them into Space Marines. Over

the millennia, many of these Adeptus Astartes have turned to

the path of the Ruinous Powers as Chaos Space Marines.

Every Game Master may choose to limit all characters

within a campaign to a single race. For some campaigns, it
may be more appropriate for all Heretics to either be humans

or Chaos Space Marines. Before players make this selection,

they should check with their Game Master to see if he

wishes to restrict characters in this fashion or if he is open to

including both races.

CHAOS SPACE MARINES
Ten thousand years ago, nine of the Primarchs and their

attendant Space Marine Legions saw through the

lies that the Emperor told as he undertook

his Great Crusade. They realised that

his disavowal of the psyker and the ":t.

entities of the Immaterium were

little more than the mewling of a

frightened kitten. They disagreed with
his unwillingness to pry too deeply

into the lost secrets of mankind's

ancient past. Most importantly, they
viewed his abandonment of the Great

Crusade and return to Terra-leaving
Horus and his fellow Primarchs to

prosecute the Crusade-as the actions

of an uncaring father, abandoning

his dutiful sons. Angered, hurt, and

betrayed, they took up arms against

their father, and tore the Imperium

asunder with civil war.

Though the Emperor's vast armies

were triumphant in the end, the Dark

Gods rewarded those who followed

Horus. They, the Traitor Legions, have

been devoted followers of the Ruinous

Powers ever since, constantly striving to
bring the influence of the Immaterium

to all those who might embrace its

ways. Those who have met with success

have continued to garner new blessings that have become

integrated with their superhuman natures.

A Heretic could be one of those surviving Chaos Space

Marines-the time dilation of the warp could dictate that far

less than 10,000 years has passed for him. Alternatively, he

could be a recent convert-a loyalist Space Marine who realised

the truth cloaked by the lies of his Chapter and Imperium, and

joined the forces of Chaos. In either case, extensive exPosure

to the warp and decades or centuries of endless battle may

have erased much of his memory. A Chaos Space Marine might

recall little of his origins, instead focusing only on the recent

events and his personal path to glory or he may still

remember every grudge and grievance-now
millennia old-from his former life.

The enhancements and equipment

granted to Space Marines gives

them tremendous power over mortal

men. This power is addictive and a

veritable aphrodisiac. Those who
have tasted of it are drawn to ever

greater poweq which can make

them even more susceptible to

the siren song of Chaos.

The paths ofa Chaos Space

Marine can vary broadly.

Some of these dark heroes

may have remained loyal (at

least in concept) to one of
the nine ancient Legions.

though they may now be part

of a smaller fractured warband.

Alternatively, they may have

cast off their past allegiances

and forsaken their former brethren,

moving onwards to their own ends. In
some instances, such a warband might

also include human renegades ,&f1e4
from the Imperium and alli€it..3f
the Ruinous Powers. Some
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worlds trapped in the Screaming Vortex' many Chaos Space

Marines find the opportunity to put their formidable powers

to use in furthering their own ambitions-perhaps even

leading their own Black Crusade one day'

Chaos Space Marines still bear the superhuman strength

and resilience-the gift imparted with the implantation of the

geneseed that creates all Space Marines' Thus, Chaos Space

Marines are more resistant to the mutating effects of Chaos

and better able to survive the capricious attentiotls of the Warp'

A Chaos Space Marine character in Brecr Cnusapt could even

be a Traitor Legionnaire from one of the nine original Traitor

Legions in the Horus Heresy' having survived 10,000 years in

the warp. Over the millennia (which, due to the time dilation

effects of the u'arp, may seem like a mere hundred years to

him) he could have made his way to the Screaming Vortex'

Alternatively, he could be a more recellt traitor wl-ro fled his

kin into the Vortex. He could even be from the Space Marine

Chapter who makes their home in the Calixis Sector' the Storm

Wardens, or any other Chapter of Note'

The core skills and talents possessed by each Chaos Space

Marine are due to the implants and rigorous training that

transformed him into a superhuman entity' The nature of Space

Marine creation dictates that characters of this race begar.r life

as a male human, though gifts of the Chaos gods may have

rendered that distinction meaningless. A Chaos Space Marine

may have additional traits and talents associated with his

superhuman existence beyond the ones listed here, including

ones that were Characteristic of the Legion into which he

was originally inducted. Of particular note are those acquired

due to devotion to one or more of the

Chaos gods. These additional abilities

may be selected during Stage 5: Spend

Experience Points.

DISCIPLES OF
CHAOS
Throughout the worlds of the

Imperium of Man, untold millions of
humans live their wretched lives under

the eternal vigilance of their deathless

tyrant. For many, there is little to

distinguish one day from another. Their

quiet lives of hopeless drudgery under

the taskmasters of the Administratum

offer little in the way of goals' Many

embrace the Ecclesiarchy's direction

to worship their EmPeror as a false

god, under the pretext of a chance at

salvation. Those mortals who embrace

Chaos instead are someiimes referred

to as Disciples of Chaos.

As a human character, the Heretic

may be someone who has seen through

the lies perpetrated bY those who

conspire with the Imperium of Man He

ignored the threat of punishment imposed

by the totalitarian regime lor the sake of

refuting these untruths. Instead, he embraced

the powers and knowledge found among the entities of the

Warp, believing their offerings are a path to salvation from

unjust tyranny and mindless drudgery Alternatively, the

Heretic may be persecuted or betrayed by the Imperium'

Perhaps he was born a mutant or psykeq and thus subject

to being hunted down, killed, or enslaved' or perhaps he

simply ran afoul of one of the labyrinthine Imperial laws and'

rathei than submit to unjust punishment, fought back or fled,

vowing revenge.

The character's initial contact with Chaos, and his reasons for

heeding it, can vary substantially. Some characters are drawn to

po*., io, its own sake. Perhaps he was a military commander'

a plan.t.ty governor, or an heir to a vast mercantile fortune'

Though successful by any Imperial measure, his holdings were

not enough to grant complacency. Whispers of forbidden

knowledge offered simple solutions to problems'

These required sacrifices, but they were of
no consequenss-a1 ls25f initially. Now

he plays the part of a hidden instrument

within the Imperial ordeq spreading

Chaos's influence amongst its highest

offices or working to bring the crumbling

edifice of the Imperium down through

accidents and bookkeeping errors.

Maybe the character sought vengeance.

It might be that the Imperium had unjustly

punished a relative, sent a close friend to

the Black Ships, or accidentally inflicted

decades of starvation upon an entire

culture. He heard about the forbidden ways

and gained access to their secrets' Ignoring

Imperial directives, he chose to embrace his

chance at revenge and may even have earned

it. Since then, he has been obligated to spread

the word of his hidden masters, recruiting

additional servants to the cause.

Alternatively, perhaps the character

was an academic, an Inquisitor' or a

member of the Ecclesiarchy who sought

out information about the ways of Chaos

with the goal of better understanding his

foe. It might be that the information seemed

harmless initially, but sometimes knd"y].e.{ge

can corrupt. With the very best of inteqiiry=$
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nce (Int)
Intelligence is a measurement of a character's acumen, reason'

and knowledge.

Perception (Per)
Perception describes how well a character perceives his

surroundings. It reflects the acuteness of senses'

Willpower (WP)
Willpower reflects a character's abiliry to withstand the horrors

of the warp, the terrors of battle, and the dreadful inhumanities

that he might feel bound to inflict upon his opponents.

Fellowship (Fel)
Fellowship is a character's ability to interact with other

creatures, to beguile, charm, or persuade them.

Infamy (Inf)
Infamy is a measure of a character's glory and reputation in the

Realms of Chaos, with tangible effects on a character's abilities'

Characteristic Bonuses
Each Characteristic has a corresponding bonus. A Characteristic

Bonus equals the tens digit of the Characteristic score'

For example, a character with 41 Strength has a Strength

Bonus of four. Generally, Characteristic Bonuses are used to

determine the measure of success or failure in situations or

tests that have variable results.

GENERAIINC
CHARACTERTSTICS
Characteristics are generated one at a time. For each, ro11

2d10 and add the resulting numbers together. Then add a

base number to the result to generate the final Characteristic'

The base number added to each result depends on whether

the character is a Human or a Chaos Space Marine' Human

characters add 25 to each result, while Chaos Space Marines

add 30. This represents the Chaos Space Marine's higher innate

qualities due to his genetic develoPment. (However, Chaos Space

Marine Characters receive less experience to spend at character

creation, so don't worry things balance out in the endl)

.::r1.:*;-:

Follow this procedure once for each of the Characterii#
until results are compiled for all nine and then fill them in

on the character sheet. When recording each Characteristic

on the character sheet, remember to write the first digit of
the number in the circle. Writing those digits in the circles

allows anyone to see the Characteristic Bonus values are

at a glance. Note that one or more Characteristics might be

further modified by choices that the player chooses to make

during the later stages ofcharacter creation.

Because these characters have been blessed by the Dark

Gods, each player may re-roll any one result oftheir choosing.

Should a player choose to do this, he must keep the new

result, even if it is worse than the old one.

The only exception to this is Infamy. Instead of rolling 2d10

and adding 30, characters generate Infamy by rolling 1d5 and

adding 19. This can be the Characteristic players choose to

reroll. This is covered in more detail on page 304-

Exeuprn
Jason is credting a new Btecr Cnuseor cbaracter, a Cbaos Space

Marine, so he rolls 2d10 for his Weapon Skill Characteristic and

gets 1 I , tben he adds 30 for afnal Weapons Skill of a I . He repedts

this processfor the rat ofhis Cbaracteristics: 
Characteristic

Characteristic 2d10 Roll Total Bonus

Weapon Skill l1 (+30) 41 4

Ballistic Skill 8 (+30) 38 3

Strength 16 (+30) 46 4

Toughness 10 (+30) 40 4

Agility 9 (+30) 39 3

Intelligence 5 (+30) 35 3

Perception 12 (+30) 42 4

Willpower 13 (+30) 43 4

Fellowship 7 (+30) 37 3

Infamy 4 (+19) 23 2
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CnaMFION
"Join ne, brothers, and we will make the minions of tbe undling

Emperor pE for tbe lies and betrEal tbel haue dealt us!"

- Skyrar, Master of the ThirstforVengeance

he Space Marines are superhuman in almost every way,

and this holds true for their treasonous brethren as

well. Amongst the Traitor Legions, however, there are

those who stand apart. These Traitor Legionnaires show the

traits of true leadership, honed keen by the constant struggle

to maintain control over warbands of fallen Adeptus Astartes'

Though they are known by many names, in Brecr Cnusaon

these individuals are known as Champions'

Much of the formal structure and military organisation of

the Traitor Legions has disappeared over the long millennia'

Instead of squads following appointed sergeants, bands of
Chaos Space Marines tend to form around the strongest,

boldest, and most dangerous of their fellows. These Aspiring

Champions are leaders in the making, adorning their amour

with trophies from the slain and wielding ancient and

I The most powerlul and ruthless Aspiring Champions

fl strive to win a coveted suit of Tactical Dreadnought

I armour. Such armour makes them virtually immune to

I all but the most powerful weapons and allows them

S to .rsily wield weapons even a Traitor Legionnaire

$| in power armour could not carry. However, such suits

potent weaPons that may date back from the Heresy itself'

They burn with ambition, aspiring to become more powerful

champions amongst their fellows. However, only the most

brutal arrd skilled can survive to become Chaos Lords'

bargaining their own being in exchange lor
patronage. The rewards are great-granted the

are extremely rare and the most common way for an

Aspiring Champion to win one is to challenge and slay

an existing Terminator in combat. Amongst a band of

Traitor Terminators, one usually emerges as the leader.

This Terminator Champion is typically an egotistical,

brutish man, and someone whom the other Terminators

aspire to become.

The most powerful Champions are the Chaos Lords-men

with vision and strength to bind both the wills of their brethren

and the forces of Chaos to their wi1l. They are strong, charismatic

leaders with indomitable will and keen martial prowess, and are

often found leading massive warbands, pirate fleets, worlds, or

even massive Black Crusades against the Imperium.

These are some, though not all, of the Champions one

may encounter amongst the ranks of the Traitor Legions'

Pr.wrNc e Brecx Cnusenn CgeuproN
The following are some of the ways a player can play

and portray a Chaos Space Marine Champion. Of course,

these should be considered guidelines and suggestions' not

directives nor canon. If a player comes uP with their own

backstory and character personalities, they should feel free

to explore them.

Many Champions swear their lives and deaths jq,,C|!$ac

\.
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Cr-IOSEN
"In this galaxl, there b oni war!"

- Adrastus, Bodyguard ofCaptain Fenrix the Fated

mong the damned members of the Chaos Space

Marine Legions, some members have a seemingly

innate ability to thrive through even the most hostile

of conditions. These most experienced and dedicated Chaos

Space Marines become the Chosen, and other Chaos Space

Marines see them as being particularly favoured by the

Ruinous Powers. Chosen are even more hard-bitten, callous,

and deadly than other Chaos Space Marines and think

nothing of sacrificing the lives of their comrades to increase

their own standing with the gods.

Squads of Chosen Chaos Space Marines have decades,

often centuries, of combat experience and have learnt how

to best survive the battlefields of the 41st Millennium. These

highly experienced and ferocious warriors are typically in the

vanguard ofany attack, fighting from the front where they can

earn the most glory and take the greatest spoils. Sometimes

the Chosen will use their battle

skills to infiltrate enemy

lines and set up

ambushes, or

outflank an enemy army to launch surprise attacks on the

opposition's stron gpoints.

Like Champions, there are many Chaos Space Marines

who may be called Chosen; dedicated, deadly soldiers'

Chosen often band together with other such veterans

and may be defined as much by the wargear they

wield and the tactics they prefer as their dedication

to a particular Ruinous Power. Both weapons and

tactics can be extremely varied, from close combat

'ro, weapons such as chainswords and lightning

claws, to Reaper Autocannons and lascannons,

and the ever-redoubtable bolter.

Chosen come in many forms, from the

raging World Eaters Berserkers to the jaded

Noise Marines of the Emperor's Children, and

likewise their personalities vary wildly. Some

leap into battle with unrestrained savagery, trusting

in their berserker rage to overwhelm their enemies, while

others may rely or.r a methodical, stoic approach or even simple,

practical sorceries and dark charms to win the day. However,

many Chosen are professional and pragmatic. They use all tools

at their disposal to their fullest extent to ensure victory, making

them consummate and terrifluing warriors.

PrevrNc e Brecr Cnusens CrrosrN
The following are some of the ways a player can play and

portray a Chaos Space Marine Chosen. Of course, these

should be considered guidelines and suggestions, not

directives nor canon. If players come up with their own

backstory and character personalities, they should feel free

to explore them.

Many Chosen are far more focused on the art of
war than they are upon spreading the influence of
Chaos. Disdaining lofty goals or devoted worship'

'i these Chosen dedicate themselves to battle instead,

becoming avatars of militant destruction. They live

for fighting and embrace its countless forms. When

not actively engaged in war, they train for it, and

even when unable to train, their minds run ever
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FORSAKEN
"The gods permit me to tredd m1 own path. Who are;totr to

question them?"

- Malich, founder and sole member of the Burning Eye Legion

fter the Horus Heresy, as the leaderless armies of the

now-dead Horus retreated from the Imperium into the

Eye of Terror and the far corners of the galaxy, the

nine Traitor Legions who sided with the Warmaster eventually

and inevitably fractured and split. The once-cohesive Legions

disintegrated into a myriad of warbands, pirate crews, and

armies led by a host of cl.rarismatic leaders and champions of
Chaos. Though some of the former Legions would periodically

re-unite under the banner of a particularly powerful champion

of the Dark Gods, sucl.r as Abaddon the Despoiler, the days of
them fighting as a unified whole were gone.

Though many Chaos Space Marines tend to remain with
warbands or hosts of their fellows, there are some who break

with the remnants of the Legions entirely, forging their own

way independently of their erstlvhile comrades. Whether they

deliberately forsake their former loyalties, be expelled by their

fellows For some transgression, or have some secret reason for

their exile depends on the individual in question. However,

whatever the reason, these Chaos Space Marines now walk

alone ir.r the midst of a hostile universe, relying on their own

cunnir-rg, resourcefulness, and skill at arffis to survive.

Occasionally, one of these lorsaken Traitor Legionnaires

breaks his solitary existence and joins a warband for a time.

Often, he has his own, personal reasons lor doing so, and his

joining may be temporary Likewise, his new comrades

may distrust an individual whose true loyalties

are unknown or non-existent. However, few

can deny the benefits of having such a

resourceful warrior at their side.

Prevrxc e Brecr
CnuseoE FonsexrN
The following are some of the ways a player

can play and portray a Forsaken in Bucx
Cnuseoe . Of course, these should be

considered guidelines and suggestions, not

directives nor canon. If a player comes uP

with their own backstory and character

personalities, they should feel free to

explore them.

The Forsaken has parted ways with other Chaos Space

Marines and seeks to complete his own goals. Generally,

these Heretics are loners, distrustful of others, and reliant

only on themselves. They never lack the confidence necessary

to complete a task, even if they lack the manpower. To

compensate, a Forsaken must be clever and resourceflul,

able to thoroughly research a target and ensure his precise

actions succeed. This isn't to say Forsaken refuse to join with
other groups-in fact, they are often working in warbands

of Heretics, and are among the Chaos Space Marines most

likely to be found working within non-Chaos Space Marine

warbands and organisations. Their independent attitudes

often make them more willing to admit that there are certain

tasks human Heretics can accomplish that the Forsaken

cannot. Though he is always mindful of his own goals and

continuously works towards them, these attitudes may make

him more likely to be a part of human warbands.

Forsaken are sometimes drawn to a pafticular facet of
Chaos and driven to spread

its influence. While
this might be
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SORCERER
"Those who ignore the blasings of the gods of the warp are doomed

to sffir at their hands."

Musim, Advisor to Arn-Ord the Merciless

^ 

Space Marine Librarian who pledges his soul to

I I Chaos becomes a Sorcerer and is gifted by his new

lil.goar. Some think of these gifts as magical, lor those

who receive them come to think of themselves as having the

energy of the universe at their command. During the Heresy,

Librarians and other Legions dedicated themselves to Chaos

and received new psychic powers. The only exception were

the Librarians of the World Eaters, who were hunted down

and slain by their brethren as a bloody sacrifice to Khorne,

for the Chaos God ofanger hates al1 practitioners oFsorcery.

Not only during the Horus Heresy have Librarians been

tempted to draw upon sorcery. For those who already tread

a fine line between righteous power and damnation, the

temptation to wield the energy of Chaos for selfish means can

be overwhelming. Although Space Marine Librarians are tested

for the mental fortitude to withstand daemonic possession and

lures of the Dark Gods, and are constantly monitored by the

Chapter, there are those who still succumb.

The line between psychic power and raw sorcery is blurred,

and every time a Librarian uses his powers he is risking
corruptior.r. He may overreach his abilities, unwittingly
drawing on more power than he can control, and by
these means attract the attention of the Chaos Gods.

From that moment, he must endure cold whispers in

his dreams, visions of immortality and promises of
ur.rtold power.

There are those who cannot withstand this

incessant te mptation, and fall to Chaos. These

characters are among the most iconic archeytpes of Chaos

for they have embraced the Ruinous Powers in oper.r defiance

of the dictates of the Imperiurr.r. Sorcerers o[ Chaos are

vilified and feared, one of the most hated foes o[the hnperial

Inquisition, who consider them the most severe of blights
upon the galaxy.

PrevrNc e Brecx Cnuseos Soncrnrn
The following are some of the ways a player can play and

portray a Sorcerer of Chaos. Of course, these should be

considered guidelir.res and suggestions, not directivcs

nor canon. If players come up with their own
backstory and character personalities, they

should feel free to explore them. fu-lt
The promise of virtually limitless

power often wakes a dark thirst for
ever-greater power in the Sorcerer's

soul. Now, the Heretic enthusiastically

makes virtually any sacrifice for the

satisfaction of feeding this newfour.rd

addiction. Knowledge, artefacts, sorcerous

spells-all may be vehicles to feed his

desire. Such a character has no hope, or
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APOSTATE
"The corpse-emperlr cdnnlt hear yur pleas, but there are others who

are happl t0 grdnt )our euery wish."

-Archdeacon Gabriel Huang of the Holy Oath

he forces of the Imperium maintain a stalwart barrier

against Chaos intrusions within the worlds and

organizations of their monolithic realm. Between

the incessant speeches of the Ecclesiarchy and the ruthless

enlorcement of the Inquisition and the Adeptus Arbites,

the Imperial Creed is effectively reinforced. Through the

ministrations of the Adeptus Administratum and the legions

of Imperial bureaucracy, the rule of Imperial law is brutally

maintained. However, every so olten one of those withir.r that

vast bureaucracy falls from grace. When this happens, the

consequences can be disastrous.

Those who served within the

Impcrium's inner workings can

be ideally placed and equipped

to destabilise the very structures

thcy spcnt .r lifctime creating

x66l s':pporring.

' Some Apostates

may be
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l

I
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newly turned against the Imperium, whether through some

personal rebellion against the Imperial Creed, succumbing

to the dark lure of poweq or any number o[other reasons.

These may begin their work against the Imperium in the

very organizations they serve in. Apostate preachers and

cardinals may subtly wist the words they speak, using

their finely honed powers of persuasion to change beiiels

until their flocks have become unwitting servants of Chaos.

Traitorous members of the Administratum may redirect funds

and supplies into their own coflers, starving entire planets to feed

his own greed. Meanwhile, treasonous Munitorum agents ma)'

subtly alter orders so that entire Guard regiments are redirected

frorn critical warzones, or even assault the wrong worlds.

Other Apostates are long-time foes of the Imperium and ma1'

even be the first agents of Chaos to begin an incursion upon a

target world. They enter tl.re plar.ret under the cover of an Imperial

loyalist. These Heretics begin their subterfuge under the Pretence

of an honest merchant or a loyal servant ofthe Ministrorum. Only

once they have established a presence and friendly relationships

with the world's residents can their true work begin.
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These characters may rely upon subtlery perhaps calling

controversial facets of the Imperial Creed or seemingly

pointless bureaucratic procedures into question. As they

develop a sense of trust with their targets, they can begin to

gradually draw those subjects to the path ofthe Chaos
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HenETEK
-The patb of the omnissiah has lef bunaniu dibering in the

Cerkness, incapable ofaduancingon the patbs ofknowledge

Enbracing the warp reueab tecbnology that the primiiues on Mars

could neter drean of wielding"

- Magos Caine of the Five-Fold Path

ong ago, during the darkest hours of the Horus Heresy,

the Legions ofthe Adeptus Astartes turned against each

other. However, they were not the only organisation

subjected to schism. The Mechanicum, the Tech-priests of Mars

and keepers ofthe secrets oftechnology, dissolved into war. The

renegades sided with the Warmaster Horus, unleashing dark

technologies and dabbling in warp heresy, before finally being

driven from Mars by the resurgent loyalists. Those renegades

fled the Imperium into the far corners ofthe galaxy' There they

became the first Hereteks, a dark mechanicus, corrupted Tech-

Priests enthralled to the warp

and heretical technologies.

As these technophiles

embraced their new

masters and the ways

of the warp, they

ignored a1l of the

strictures that
the Adeptus

Mechanicus chose to embrace. Consequently, their resesfch

often extends specifically towards areas that are forbidden

to loyalist Tech-Priests. These include sapient technological

artefacts, the physiology of the psyker, the ways of the

Immaterium, and the vast array of xenos technologies.

Because of the nature of their split, these fallen Tech-

Magos lack a central authority or consistent belief structure'

Because oF this, their ideology is far more diverse than that

of their former brethren within the Adeptus Mechanicus'

Hereteks may shun the Omnissiah as a false god, worship

him as a part of the Ruinous Powers, or simply ignore their

former beliefs to focus on their research.

PrevrNc e Bre,cx CnuseoE Flrnrrrr
The following are some of the ways a player can play and

portray a Heretek. Of course, these should be considered

guidelines and suggestionsr not directives nor canon. If a

player comes up with their own backstory and character

personalities, they should feel free to explore them.

Even among the open-minded Explorators of the Adeptus

Mechanicus, there are subjects which must be avoided at all cost. A

Heretek enthusiastically violates those strictures, exploring xenos

technology, archeotech from the Age ofstrife, and dabbling in

matters of the warp. He may even be bold enough to develop

entirely new devices, innovating and combining components in

torbidden manners. He might even go so far as to share the tools

o[ his trade and the secrets of its ways with those who have not

been trained by the Cult of the Machine God.

Now he actively seeks out new technology and continuously

experiments with new techniques in matters that his former

brethren forbid. He no longer believes that any information.

experiment, or device can be ignored. Rather, he deliberately

focuses on those technologies that the cult's teachings once

taught him to avoid, with particular interest in fusing the

warp with technology. Few things are beyond the Heretek's

. scope of interest, though inevitably many of his inventions
a! and constructions tend towards the tools of war.

As he builds these weapons for his fellow devotees

the Heretek has also invariably rebuilt his own body' It

may be that he has few organic components left and

those that remain are often marked by the blessings of

;, the Chaos gods His enhancements not only improve

his technological acumen, they also invariably grant

him additional abilities in combat. He is likely to be much

hardier as well as much more capably armed.

Some think of those referred to as Hereteks to be a

unified force, like the Adeptus Mechanicus itself. This is not

the case-there is no galaxy-spanning Heretek organization-

Rather, there are countless fiefdoms and Forges, each ruled by

a fallen Magos (or several Magi) powerful enough to dominate

cadres oftheir fellows and enslave thralls and servants. Just as

amongst the warbands of the Traitor Legions, the corrupted

Tech-Priests fight and war amongst each other, or even exis

aloofand apart.

Hereteks often follow a path of constant innovation- He

may be capable of powering devices directly from the warp

controlling them with summoned spirirs He might dpffi
concepts of mechanical sapience, memory
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ReNEqADE
"We liaefor Chaos so that we mE diefor ourselues'"

-Grand 
Marshall Angelica Benoit of the Free

SYstems Coalition

he Imperium is a brutal, totalitarian regime, an iron

monolith ofvast bureaucrary bound together by ancient

oaths and intractable laws. Howevet this monolith

sits upon a foundation of countless trillions of citizens and'

with such numbers under its control, it is no surprise that the

an Imperial Hive or he might command a flelt bf '
capable ships attempting to liberate multiple $ystems

thi Imperium's influence. The difference between t

a matt;r of scope, but the Renegade's philosophical

holds true in either situation.

Imperium is often beset by rebellions against its oppressive rule'

Suih revolts may be populist uprisings of the dregs of Imperial

populations-mutants, unskilled labourers, and indentured

work rs. Perhaps they feel they have little to ,1.': ' e

and much to gain should their revolt succeed' "b- 
o r

perhaps they have been infiltrated by the subtle

messages of the Ruinous Powers and have sworn

their souls to a darker allegiance.

Alternatively, these revolts may be well planned

and co-ordinated defections of powerful military

forces, such as entire regiments (or even armies!)

of Imperial Guard and planetary defence forces or

Most Renegades believe the only way for any change

the Imperium io o..ut is through the rigorous application

military force. Negotiation is not an option; the time has

for action. Whether his motives are revenge on the insti

that wronged him, power and glory, or freedom against

unjust system, most Renegades conclude their opponents

.u.n rnor. objectionable than the Ruinous Powers' At l'

the Chaos Gods are admittedly amoral and self-serving'

contrast, servants of the Imperium pretend to perform

destructive actions in the name of their deathless

Emperor. This hypocrisy has sickened them and they

believe that they must be eliminated for the good of hu

and his own personal glorY.

These characters are not necessarily strongly

to the cause of Chaos. Instead, many have chosen

" new allegiance because it was the only alternari

option available' These devotees might see the pri

i.. of their soul and eternal torment as the

! that must be paid so that others might live

freedom. Renegades with this outlook may

"l,. shocked to discover that they are unable

i. separate ways from Chaos or be

to discover that there are hei

costs to pay for the blessings

they have received'

AlternativelY,

characters might be

mad despots who
nothing more than

own personal fiefdoms

may be that theY revd

the slaughter.

the strictures of the ImPerium

shackles that theY have thrown asi

Now, they can freelY exert their

ways for their own personal glories.

A Renegade almost alwaYs has

strong militarY background and a

ofallies that assist him in exploiting t

talents. Though he lacks the raw phy

capabilities of a Chaos Space Marine

is far more capable of inconsPic

infiltrating ImPerial society. He

comfortably blend in among

human populations so that he mi

conduct acts of sabotage, incite revol

perform covert assassinations.

Unfortunately, a Renegade is also less

to have been exposed to the full horrors of

starships in the Imperial Navy. Sometimes, entire planets

or star systems make the decision to break from Imperial

.ule, ,etiing off devastating and lengthy wars' The

Imperium seldom forgives such actions and fights

what it considers vilest treason to a bitter and

violent end.

Many such rebellions are led bY

powerful individuals, men and

women of authoritY who

have been corruPted bY

the power theY Possess

(or sometimes, bY the

power offered to
them by the warP).

Now these renegades

seek to break awaY from

the Imperium's constricting

laws and freedom-stifling

oppression, or they seek to

grasp such power for themselves.

Prevrr.Ic e Bre.cx
Cnusenn Rruncenn
The following are some of the ways a player can

play and portray a Renegade in Brecr Cnu;1oe

bf-.ou.r., these should be considered guidelines

and suggestions, not directives nor canon' If a

play.t .ot"t up their own backstory and character

personalities, they should feel free to explore them'

' On.. a loyal soldier of the Imperium' the

- Renegade has lost faith in the crumbling monolith'

.i N'u**h" fights against it, believing he is capable of

++d€fe4ting the titanic, but rotting, foe' He might belong

t.*t"t cell of several traitors within a small portion of

exposure has been comParatively lil
likely that his mind lacks the necessai
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Psr<en
"Wbatyu do not understand is ltat I an tbefurure of bumantry'

whik loufoots are its distanr pat Let me show 1ou mankind s destinl "

- Kataria Sko1, Scrying-Wyrd of Blasted Station

fn the Imperium of Man, the Adeptus Astra Telepathica

I ou.rr.., th. r...ruitt.nt and training of psykers for use

I throughout the Adeptus Terra (and the Imperium as a whole)'

The Adeptus deliberately ensures these sanctioned psykers are

unquestioningly 1oya1 and meticulously trained, as well as both

hidebound by nature and inflexible in their approach to the

powers they wield. This is no error on the part of the Imperium,

instead it is a deliberate defence cultivated by the psykers'tutors'

The souls of humans burn in the warp and those

of psykers more brightly than most. The

entities of that alien realm are drawn to -
those souls like moths to flames, eager

to devour and consume them. However,

a dullard's mind is lar less appetising to

a Daemon and likely to be passed over

in favour lor sweeter meats'

However, there are those PsYkers

who have not been trained bY

the Adeptus Astra TelePathica.

These may be quick-witted and

sell-tau ght wyrds whose intstincts

and intuition have been honed bY

a lifesry1e spent as a lugitive from

the Black Ships and Inquisition

who gather their brethren for

deliverance unto the AdePtus

Astra Telepathica. Alternativtll.,,.

they may be feral mystics :i (l

shamans on backwater planets

with no inkling of the source

of their power, individuals

whose powers have onlY

just awakened, or those who

have simply slipped through

the cracks of the ImPerium's

monstrous bureaucracY. There are

even those psykers who are entirely

black-hearted and dangerous individuals,

and even those who willingly embrace the

seductive power oFthe Dark Gods of the Warp'

Collectively, the Imperium knows these individuals

as rogue psykers.

Not all rogue psykers are heretics, ne'er-do-wells,

or traitors. However, the psykers in the Screaming

Vortex are exactly that. Be they the warp-dabblers from

Calthion V, the Scrying-Wyrds of the Ragged Helix,

part of the Cabals of QSa1, or one of countless others,

those psykers in the Screaming Vortex have recognised

the powers of the warp and accepted the gifts of the

Dark Gods. The psykers of the Screaming Vortex, for

their part, can truly be numbered amongst the Disciples

of the Dark Gods.

PrevrNc e Brecx Cnuseon PsYxnn
The following are some of the ways a player can play ar::

portray a Psyker in Bucr Cnuslot. Of course, these shou':

be considered guidelines and suggestions, not directives ncn

canon. If a player comes up with their own backstory ar:

character personalities, they should feel free to explore thei-

Unlike the sanctioned and bound psykers of the Imperiu:--

shackled with words and rites, the Psyker in Brecr Cnus'rct

is not bound or controlled. His only limits are those set :
l.ris own mind, and he often embraces his psychic abilities as :

glorious source of boundless power. This conduit also mea:-

Psykers are often short-lived, consumed by a tidal rush :-

energy flowing through their body. However, those able ::

master the currents of the warp and bend them to their rr-'

become some of the most dangerous and potent servants of t:c

. Ruirlous Powers.

Because of his constant interacti.':

with the warp, a Psyker is often a cond-::

for cntities native to the lmmaterium ::

enter into the physical realm. At times. :::

might summon daemons as a deliber.--:

action, though other times, their arri".

may be entirely accidental. Either situatr::

can prove dangerous for the PsYk:

as capricious beings such :-

dacmons may not aPPreci-

b:ing summoned.

Some Psykers who tr-
ro rhe Ruinous Powers dert -

thcir lives to a ParticL.-
entiry of Chaos, showing ,

certain aftrnity for that Gc:

mirnilestations. Other PsYk,-

remain unaligned to a:

particular God, Preferri:1
to call on any and al, i

they choose.

!{F? the ways of Ch:.:'.

the Psyker might :.
have been aware :'

his psychic potentiai

may be that he used

powers inadvertentlY, oi

might be that he had ne.'

even attempted to exert :
mental force in such a manner. I

teachings of the Imperial Cult are sr
and countless psykers deny their or

abilities for fear ofan Inquisitorial Bla

Ship. All of that likely changed as :

Psyker drew upon his

reluctantly----opening and expos:

himself to the warp.

Eventually, his powers would c

to full bloom. These first wavering ste

towards Chaos may have been taken

save the lives of innocents or as part of

T
Prior to embrac:j

efflort to save him from Inquisitorial
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STA'GE 4:
ExpT,ORE THE

FaSSIONS
"Plumb tbe deptbs of the warp, embrace is madness, and show its

glorl to those wbo fear it."

- Sanctifer LeVay, Cult of the Sacred Union

rior to this point in the character creation process, all

effort has been focused on creating a set of numbers

and key words that determine what the newly generated

character can do. The next portion of the process is about

determining why he performs those actions. For many players,

their character's personality only truly develops over the course

of multiple game sessions. While that is perfectly acceptable,

this portion ofthe process provides a few initial hooks to that

personality. This stage also provides an opportunity for players

to weave their character's physical appearance'

Gnxonn AND APPEARANCE
For humans, a Heretic's sexual identity and appearance are

entirely of the player's own choosing' There are many common

stereotypes based upon their archetypes and path ofDevotion:

psykeri ar" often gaunt, followers of Nurgle often dishevelled,

and so forth. However, players need not feel bound by these' It

is entirely possible that the character blends in well in order to

better spread his dark master's in{luence. Alternatively, he may

be a living embodiment of his god's dark vision'

For Chaos Space Marines, their sex and gender must be

male, due to the requirements of the geneseed (although

millennia of mutation and the influence of the warp may

render this distinction meaningless). His power armour is

likely painted in a scheme consistent with his warband and

divine sponsor. However, his appearance beneath his helmet

and any modifications to the armour's aPpearance are entirely

up to each player's discretion.

Players should keep in mind as they make these decisions

that all of this is subiect to change through game play' The

blessings of the Ruinous Powers may cause a char

appearance to change radically. Decisions made d

character creation are unlikely to last for the character's

adventuring career.

PrnsoNeurv
In many ways, each Heretic's personality is defined by

Failings (see page 73). While those aspects are und

core to his methods and beliefs, it is iikely that there

additional key elements as well. At this stage, it may

worthwhile to consider other elements of the cha

psyche. The more thoroughly better that each player d
i&
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Even if this approach is taken, knon'ing his methods and

justifications are crucial to understanding his psyche.

Neur
The name the Heretic uses is likely one that he chose when

he embraced the Dark Gods. His life prior to that rebirth is

of no meaning to him. A1l that matters now are his passions

and his dedication to forwarding the influence of the Ruinous

Powers. As such, his name should strike fear into his victims

and serve to spread his own infamy.

For many characters, their name is taken from that of a

famous traitor. Countless devotees of Chaos have the hubris

to take the name Horus when they entreat their new masters.

Others delve further into the legends of the distant past to

choose names such as Fawkes, Alcibiades, Brutus, or Iscariot.

TlsLs z-z:

dlo Roll
(Optional)

1

DlscRacus

Disgrace

Berrayal

Description
The Heretic believes in looking out for his own interests first and foremost. Those around him ar.

assets lor only as long as they may be useful to his needs. Once their uselulness has been comple:

their survival is subject to his whim oFthe moment. Starting Corruption: f 5 Corruption.
Untrustworthy: The character receives a -10 Situational Modifier to all Charm attempts.

As all of reality is little more than a matter of perception, truth is a relative concept. This Heretic

exploits that philosophy to the utmost. Much of w'hat he says is compulsively cloaked in falsehoc:

Even in the most strict ofcircumstances, he leels tempted to colour the truth. Characteristic
modifier: I 2 Infamy, -4 Perception.

Something in the Heretic's past haunts him; a lear that dominates his life. Though he may ignore r
for a time, it never leaves him completely. Characteristic modifier: *5 Perception, -5 Willporic
Defeating a foe is never sufficient. Opponents must be utterly annihilated, their works destroyed, ar::

their reputations laid waste. Opportunities to spread suflering, by any means, must be fully embrace :
mortal suffering may benefit the Ruinous Powers. Characteristic modifisl; +2 InFamy, -4 Fellos,:

Consumption is a passion for this character. He revels in using up any available resources for the

simple thrill of its expenditure. It may be that he consumes vast quantities of food, but it could al-sr

be entertainment, natural resources, or the time oFthose with whom he interacts. Starting Wou

+2 Wounds. Characteristic modifier: *5 Agility.

Often, when this character sees something novel, he is overcome by a passion to possess it. The

item in question need not be useful, but the compulsion is much stronger ifit is unique or rare. Ti-:
urge may even overcome the necessities ofa task at hand. Starting Corruption: +4 Corruption.

Overwhelming Need: The character receives a 10 Situational Modifier to all Commerce attem::

The Heretic's self-confidence and bluster vastly exceeds his abilities. He never lears or even considers

failure. Instead, he engages in every challenge, often with litt1e consideration for what preparations mig

be necessary or the consequences offailure. Characteristic modifier: +2 In{amy, --4 Intelligence.

In the past, this character perlormed some deed that continues to haunt his mind. He is constantl'.

plagued by guilt For this decision and its consequences. He is constantly driven to make amends it"
the act but remains incapable of compensating the victims. Starting Corruption: +5 Corruption
Haunted: Opponents always receive a f l0 Situational Modifier when attempting to use

Intimidation against the character,

When a person has achieved a level of wealth that material concerns are no longer an issue, then

the ability to frivolously waste materials can be a joy in itsell This Heretic embraces that joy, even

at those times when he can ill afford to do so. He destroys resources lor the simple pleasure of
destruction. Characteristic modifier: +2 Infamy, -4 Willpower.

Anger is a constant companion and drive lor this Heretic. He firmly believes that the universe acn

conspires against him, and that his success can only be achieved by exacting his vengeance upon

oppressors. Characteristic modifier: -l-5 Perception, -2 Willpower Starting Wounds: *1

Deceit

Dread

Destruction

Gluttony

10

Greed

Hubris

Regret

Waste

Wrath
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Players must choose one Pride and one Disgrace
from Tables 2-L and 2-2. If rhey like, they may roll
randomly for them, howeveq this is not required.

As a result of these rolls, the Heretic's Characteristics
may change. Modifications from Failings do not counr as

Advancements for purposes of determining Alignment.

LJsrNc FenrNcs
In addition to the modifiers received from their Failings,
characters may also receive a situational bonus to any
Test directly related to one of their Failings. If the Game
Master and the other players agree rhat the acting player is
currently role playing to their character's Failing-accepting
inconvenient situational modifiers, performing actions that
reflect the Failing rather than following an easy solution,
and even advancing the ways of Chaos at the Heretic,s own
expense-they may agree to grant the character a bonus to
the test performed. This bonus is called an Incursion.

An Incursion granrs the character an additional +10
situational modifier ro the situarion, as rhe beings of the
Immaterium grant their blessings. In extraordinary situations,
the Game Master may choose to grant an even larger bonus.
This should depend upon the situation and the overall role
playing involved. In these situations, Game Masters should
propose a value to all players, who may then offer their own
input about the reward and degree of difficulties that the
character has undertaken.

MOTIVAIIONS
Every character who follows the path of the Chaos conrinues
along that parh because oftheir passion and drive. This drive is
represented by their Motivation. A character's short-term goals
may change from adventure to adventure, but his Motivation is
unlikely to change. These unholy drives are lifelong objectives,
which may not even be achievable within a mortal lifetime.

Players must choose one Motivation from Table 2*3. If
they like, they may roll randomly for them, however, this is
not required.

v I E.\-f IJ J r ||-, T L.,I \E

ExpERTENCE
Fonrs

"Celebrarc the blessings of the Gods! Thry grant us the abilities to
lyerclme tbose fools who would ignore their powers.'

- Archdeacon Gabriel H

fter choosing a race and considering an Arc
it is time to begin to truly customise the
Character. By the end of this srage, every He

should be staristically distinctive. There are a myriad
options presented at this point. The tables presented in
section grant players the ability to create a unique
that presents them with a window into the darkest port
of the 40K Universe.

STARIING EXPERTENCE
All Bracx Cnusloe characters begin play with starti
experience points. These, along with the choices
during the process ofthe character's Archetype, help define
character and ensure he is unique.

The amount of starting experience for a Heretic is
primarily on whether the character is a Chaos Space
or a Disciple of Chaos (a human characrer). Chaos S

Marines have less starting experience, while Disciples of
Chaos have more. This reflects the fact that for a "mere,' humal
to survive long enough to obtain power and recognition (tn
other words, become a player character!), he must have gonc
through trying experiences.

. Disciples of Chaos characters in Brecn Cnusepe haru
1,000 srarting experience to spend.

. Chaos Space Marine characters in Bracr CnusaoE harr
500 starting experience to spend.

Characters can spend as much of this experience as
wish before the game begins (although they may save some
or all of it to spend later, if they wish).

THE FIVE ALIGNMENTS
As characters develop, players musr keep in mind the idea
their character's alignment loyalty. Each character's loyalti
directly affect the costs of their continued developmenr
Because this modifies the character's developmental costs, i
is critical to keep track of the number of advances that
character has taken towards Devotion to a deity. Alrhough
is nigh impossible for a character to begin the game Devotr
to a certain Chaos God, depending on his choices he
quickly end up Devoted ro one or another.

It is always necessary to be mindful of a cha
Alignment to the four Chaos gods. A subset of
Characteristics, Skills, Talents, and Tlaits are associatJd,
each of the four powers. If a player has purchased.pn
those specific associated abilities lor his
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Z-S: ADVANCES tsY ALIGNMCUT

Alignment Characteristic Skills Talents

Khorne Strength

Athletics
Command

Parry

Battle Rage

Berserk Charge

Blademaster

Blood God's Contempt

Combat Master

Crushing Blow
Flesh Render

Frcnzy
Furious Assault

Hammer Blow
Hatredt
Killing Strike

Lightning Attack
Pity the Weak

Iron Jaw

Iaded
Master Chirurgeon
Mighty Shot

Nerves of Steel

Never Die
Prosanguine

Inspire Wrath

Into the ]aws of Hell
Iron Discipline
Leap Up
Lightning Reflexes

Mimic
Precise Blow

Favoured by the Warp

Foresight

Heightened Sensesf

Infused Knowledge
Light Sleeper

Mediation
Paranoia

Polyglot

Ferric Summons

Greater Minion of Chaos

Gunslinger
Heavy Weapon Trainingf
Hip Shooting
Hotshot Pilot
Independent Targeting
Legion Weapon Training
Lesser Minion of Chaos

Luminen Blast

Luminen Shock

Maglev Transcendence

Marksman

Master Enginseer

Masteryf
Mechadendrite Uset

Minion of Chaos

Street Fighting
Storm oflron
Swift Attack
Thunder Charge

Unarmed Master

Unarmed Warrior
Whirlwind of

ResistanceT

Sound Constituti
True Grit
Unshakeable Will
Unnatural Vigour
War Cry

Preternatural

Radiant Presence

Rapid Reaction

Rapid Reload

Sprint
Sure Strike

Unremarkable

Strong Minded
Total Recall

Warp Conduit
Warp Lock
Warp Sense

Wisdom of the

Orthoproxy
Peer

Psy Rating

Qick Draw
Raptor
Sacrifice

Sharpshooter

Sidearm

Step Aside

Takedown
Target Selection

Technical Knock
Two-Weapon
Unholy
Weapon

Weapol!

Nurgle Toughness

Slaanesh Fellowship

Intimidate
Medicae

Survival

Acrobatics

Charm

Deceive

Dodge

Baleful Dirge
Bulging Biceps

Corpus Conversion

Die Hard
Disturbing Voice

Fearless

Hardy

Air of Authority
Assassin Strike

Catfall
Crippling Strike

Demagogue

Excessive Wealth

Hard Target

Tzeentch Willpower

Forbidden Lore-

Logic
Psyniscience

Scrutiny

Commerce

Common Lore+

Operatef

Slight of Hand

Stealth

Inquiry
Linguisticst

Navigation+

Scholastic Lore

Security

Tech-Use

Trade

Awareness

Bastion of Iron Will
Blasphemous

Incantation
Blind Fighting
Combat Formation

Crack Shot

Deadeye Shot

Eye ofVengeance

Ambidextrous
Ancient Warrior
Armour-Monger
Arms Master

Betrayer

Blade Dancer

Bolter Drill
Child of the Warp

Cold Hearted

Combat Sense

Counter Attack
Cursed Heirloom
Deflect Shot

Disarm

Double Team

Enemy

Exotic Weapon Training

Unaligned

Agility
Ballistic Skill
Infamy
Intelligence
Perception

Weapon Skill
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more information on Psychic Powers. Note also that the cost

in xp for Psychic Powers is variable. Each Psychic Power's

price is detailed in its description within that chaPter. In order

to purchase a Psychic Power that has an affiliation with one

of the Dark God's, the character must first be Devoted to that

god. This Power then counts as a Talent Advance along that

deity's path.

As with Characteristics and skills, many talents are

affiliated with the paths of specific Chaos gods. Talents

which are typical of that deity's followers are less expensive

for those on the Dark God's path. Those talents which are

more commonly used by devotees of other Ruinous Powers

are more expensive for the character to acquire. Refer to

Table 2-9: Talent Advance Costs for the specific costs

in xp.

In addition to their divine associations, Talents are

divided into Tiers. Tiers are simply ways of representing that

some Talents are more powerful (and therefore cost

experience) than others. Therefore, all Tier One Talents

the same (though the prices may change depending on

character's alignment), all Tier Two Talents cost the sa

and all Tier Three Talents cost the same.

However, Tier Two and Three Talents (as well as T

One Talents) often have prerequisites that must be met

the Talent can be purchased. In this way, Brecx
characters may find themselves needing to purchase

Tier Talents before they buy higher Tier Talents.

Specialist Talents
Some talents are designated as Specialist Talents. These

may be selected more than one time, with a different

each time. Please refer to page 1 18 for more information.

Taking Talents Multiple Times
Some Talents may be taken multiple times, in which case

will be noted in the Talent description. There are only a feu'

these Talents, the most prominent being Sound Constitu

(which increases a Heretic's Wounds) and Psy Rating

increases a Heretic's Psy Rating). When taking these Tale

subsequent times, simply pay the experience cost each time

However, it should be noted that most Talents that can

taken multiple times have a hard limit-a maximum nu

of times they can be taken.

MARKS OF CHAOS
Those characters who are deeply ingrained upon the

of Alignment to a deiry may earn that Dark God's Mark
mark imparts particular abilities upon a character when it
received. When a character has taken twenty advances

a single path of Devotion, their persistence will attract

sponsor's attention. If the character has at least five

Advances from that path than from any other Dark God,
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Tagm z- r r: TIER Two Talenrs
Name Prerequisites Benefits Devotion Pagc

,-. ,a -^^" lI-^ T-^l^.Ar,oour-Mong.r 
iiljl;F,it 

Use' rrade 
Increase the efficacy of physical armour. 'uoq.g194.,r, 

rra

Betrayer

chiid of the warp

Counter Attack

Defiect Shot

Exotic Weapon Training

Hip Shooting

Hotshot Pilot

Independent Targeting

Luminen Shock

Maglev Transcendence

Marksman

Mechadendrite Usef

Minion of Chaos

Sacrifice

Sharpshooter

Two-Weapon Wielderf

Banle Rage

Combat Master

Furious Assault

Hatredf

Killing Strike

Storm of Iron

Swilt Anack

Unarmed Master

Whirlwind of Death

Baleful Dirge

Bulging Biceps

Corpus Conversion
u^,1,,

Nerves of Steel

Prosanguine

Cold Hearted, Intimidate

Psy Rating

ws 40

Ag 50

BS 40, Ag 40

Ag 40, Operate (any one)

BS 40

Luminen Capacitors, Mechanicus
Implants

Maglev Coils/Mechanicus
Implants

BS 35

Mechanicus Implants

Fel 45, Inlamy 30

Psy Rating

BS 40, Deadeye Shot

Frenzy

ws l0
ws 15

ws 50

BS 45, Weapon Training (any one

ranged)

ws 30

WS 45. Ag 40. Unarmed Warrior

ws 40

Disturbing Voice, Intirnidate *10
s45
Psy Rating, Human

T40

Black Blood/Autosanguine,
Mechanicus Implants

Kill minions or allies For benefits. unaligned 
.1 

19

Persistent Psychic Phenomena and potential psy ___-r:.

rating boost. unaligtl€d -l 120

May attack alter successful Parry unaligned 121

Add WS Bonus to AP against Primitive ranged ._--r:.
atracks. 

^ .'""'"'''-"'b*- 
unaligned . 122

Gain proficiency with one exotic weapon. unaligned 124

Character may shoot when moving. unaligned ' 125

Heretic can drive or fly anything. unaligned 126

Fire at multiple targets more than 10 metres apart. unaligned 126

Heretic can discharge energy in melee attack. unaligned 127

Heretic can hover for longer periods oftime. unaligned 127

No penalties for 6ring at long or extreme range. unaligned 127

Gain abiliry to use certain Mechadendrites. unaligned 128

Gain a minion. unaligned 128

Kill sentient being to augmeflt ritual. unaligned lll
Decrease penalty lor ranged called shots. unaligned 13 I

May fight with two weapons. unaligned 132

Parry while frenzied Khorne 1 t9
Opponents get no bonus for outnumbering Heretic. Khorne 121

On a successful WS Test, gain lree second attack. Khorne 125

Gain +10 bonus to attack hated creatures. Khome 125

Spend Inlamy Point to make melee attacks Khorne 126
unavoidable.

Adds half WS to Damage against Hordes. Khorne I 3 I

May make multiple melee attrcks. Khorne I Jl
Deadly fighter while unarmed. Khorne ll3
Make one attack lor each melee opponent. Khorne 134

WP Test or sulfer -10 to next roll. Nurgle I 19

Remove bracing requirements lor certain weapons. Nurgle 120

Use blood for power. Nurgle 121

Character always heals as if lightly wounded. Nurgle 125

Reroll Pinning Tests. Nurgle 128

Nurgle 129Test to heal 1d5 damage.

Unshakeable Will WP 3i May reroll failed Fear Tests. Nurgle 133

Crippling Strike WS 50 Add +2 to melee Crit Damage. Slaanesh 121

Hard Target Ag 50 -20 to hit character when he Charges or Runs. Slaanesh 125

Inspire Wrath Air ofAuthority Inspire crowds to hatred and anger. Slaanesh 126

Iron Discipline Fel 30 Followers resist Pinning and Fear. Slaanesh, 126

Precise Blow WS 40, Sure Strike Reduce penalty For melee called shots. Slaanesh 129

Rapid Reaction Ag 40 Test Ag to ignore surprise. Slaanesh 130

Crack Shot BS 50 Add +2 to ranged Crit Damage. 
. 
Tt".n,:h 

..,.. . 
121

Foresight Int 30 Contemplate to gain +10 bonus to next Test. Tzeenteli:...,:,: 121

Paranoia Heretic always alert lor danger Tzeentch 129

Strone Minded WP i0, Resistance (Psychic May re-roll failed WP Tests to resist psychic Tzeentch l jl-"--"b' --"--- Techniques) powers.

warp conduit Psy Rating' Strong Minded' wP 
Spend Infamy point to get + 1d5 to psy Rating. Tzeentch r]l

r0

i.E!.sdggl of,*e,'Ancients Int 40 Spend Infamy Point to gaia insight into situatid!il,lt...:l1!e€!#

fTalent group.
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Mark is eameti. it is kepi ;-o; as .org ;.s :'e"- ie:-ai:- irr:e ic

rheir Devotion.

\[a* otTzmrcb.
Hele:;s -A:: :.c '.11-" :r -::=:: a:e a:a-*ed bt'dr
oiFale. ::i--:: t. i :,:":,;- *;:.- =:it'iazoned 

on a

pan of thel: :r-c-' :i : :,'-'.: -ii-:al.ie but no less

mark upon one's sc::-, I:-: ::--lie::: constandv glimma:
No expenditure ofxp is required to receive a }lark oiChaos'

It is instead a reward irom the Ruinous Pos'ers directly to those

servants who are most tnre to their rvays' Note that Mark may

also be received via Gifts of the Gods on pages 299-303'

If a character ever leaves a Path of Devotion that has earned

them a Mark of Chaos, they immediately lose the Mark and all

associated benefits. In addition, they incur the wrath of their

former sponsor. At the time they leave the path that garnered

them the Mark, they must immediately ro11 twice upon Table

9-1: Gifts of the Gods (see page 291) and pick the worse result

(the GM is the final arbitrator whether a result is bad or not)'

Note that there is no Mark for being unaligned'

Mark of Khorne
Characters that have earned the Mark of Khorne are marked

by the Blood God, either as a physical mark emblazoned on

a prominent part of their body or a more secretive but no less

permanent mark upon one's soul. While the sigil causes no

wound Damage, it continually weeps blood' These characters are

constantly driven to spi1l additional blood for their dark patron'

Benefits: The character gains the Resistance (Psychic Powers)

Talent, the Brutal Charge Trait, and Unnatural Strength (+2)

if he does not already have them. In addition to these Talents,

the Mark may grant further bonuses as determined by the

GM and may be a pre-requisite when performing rituals and

interacting with various beings o[the warp, etc'

Mark of Nurgle
Heretics with the Mark of Nurgle are marked by the Plague

Father, either as a physical mark corroded into their corrupted

flesh or a more secretive but no less Permanent mark upon

one's soul. The sigil constantly weeps pus like a viciously

festering wound, though this causes them no Wound Damage'

These characters are comPelled to constantly spread Nurgle's

Rot throughout the galaxY.

Benefits: The character gains the Stuff of Nightmares and

Unnatural Toughness (+ 1) Traits. In addition to these Talents,

the Mark may grant further bonuses as determined by the

GM and may be a prerequisite when performing rituals and

interacting with various beings of the warp'

Mark of Slaanesh
Recipients of Slaanesh's mark are marked by the Lord of

Pleasure, either as a perfectly formed mark upon their body

of a more secretive but no less Permanent mark upon one's

soul. Characters who bear this Mark must attemPt to seduce

those they encounter to the paths of lust and greed'

Benefits: The character gains the Heightened Senses (Al1)

Talent and the Unnatural Fellowship (+2) Trait' In addition,

the Mark may grant further bonuses as determined by the

GM, and may be a prerequisite when performing rituals and

interacting with various beings of the warp, etc'

to discover hidden secrets, to share with their Dark Goc

Benefits: The character gains the Unnatural Willpor"

Trait and the Psy Rating (+ 1) Talent' If he does not

have it, he also gains the Psyker Trait. In addition :i
Talents, the Mark may grant further bonuses as de

by the GM and may be a prerequisite when performine

and interacting with various beings of the warp'

Sra,Ge 6:
EQUIPMENT AN

CORRIJFTION
"It is not enough to defeat yurfoe. His people nust be

homeland laid uaste, and his reputation laid bare. On$ thn

)our ndme be known ds d true servdnt of the gods'"

- Battlelord Octaviur

t this stage players may choose to acquire

adventuring geat for their characters.

than tracking particular amounts of

information on the selections available' No Test is

to obtain this equipment; so long as the equipmeut

distracting sparkle that i-liclien ai the comer ofthe eye, ak

a gateway to the warp. These characters are constantly cc

total Acquisition modifier no worse than -10,.the
gains it automatically. ..-.:.,;...:

ability to acquire gear is determined by his Infamy'

value increases, he is more likely to have ransacked

installations to acquire unusual objects. In addition

devotees of the Dark Gods may know him by reputati

pieces of gear available at this stage is equal to the Hc

.urr.n, Infamy bonus. See Chapter V: Armoury for
.. -:l-Ll^ rr^ T^-+:- -^

oFfer powerful artefacts to him as gifts to garner his

well as that of his dark master.

As a character performs more of these heinous

Immaterium gains ever-greater influence over his t

and even his body. The degree to which the malevo

infiltrated his essence is measured by the Corruption

As this value increases, the Heretic also receives

blessings and gifts from the Ruinous Powers' De

his starting Corruption value is essential to beginni

process of development.

EQUIPMENT
At this time, players may begin to reap the rewards

characters'heinous past crimes. Each character starts

number of pieces of additional equipment. The

select a number of pieces of gear, each piece with e

Acquisition modifier of -10 (see page 306). The nu
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their characters, they choose the character's path of The path of Khorne is a lethal one, both to their foes

on some occasions, to their companions. When devoteesDevotion when purchasing Advances. Many of the available

talents have an affiliation in their description that associates

them with one ofthe Chaos gods. Ifa character ever has three

more Advances that are associated with a specific Ruinous

Power than any other, then they are said to be Devoted to

that Dark God. If a character's selected Talents and Traits

do not favour a particular deity in this fashion, then they are

followers of unaligned.

ExeuprE
Wh en s electing Aduances,J ason begins b1 xleaing lronJaw Survival,

Sound Convitution fwice, and Hard1. Because these all haue the kelt

word "Nurgle," and bis character ha no other Talents, his character

has taken 5 Talents with the Nurgle kelword and is on the patb of
Nurgk. IfJason receives t0 Comtption Points before selecring an1

more advances, then he would become Aligned to Nurgle.

If be then selects a Talent with the ke1 word "Khorne," he would

onj haue 4 more Talents aligned to Nurgle tban 4n) otber Gods.

Howeuer, his alignment would not change until he received / 0 more

Comtption Points. At thdt stdge, be would return to beingunaligned.

To remain upon Nurgle s path, he wouldfrst have to choose another

Advance with the ke1 word "Nurgle."

For more information regarding Talent selection, see Stage

5: Spend Experience Points on page74.

KHORNE
"Bloodfor tbe Blood God! Skullsfor the Skull Throne!"

-Battlecry 
of the Berserkers of Khorne

Devotees of Khorne have a boundless passion for violence in

their Blood God's name. They journey through the warp a1l

across the galaxy to commit acts of violence wherever they

may. Often bearing his iconography and wearing his colours

of blood red and bronze, they spread Khorne's influence

through the fear his name represents.

Heretics who choose this path choose the path of the

bloodthirsty killer and peerless warrior alike. Khorne desires

bloodshed, war, and destruction. Those who provide this

receive his gifts-strength, skill at arms, and boundless

rage-in return. Some followers of Khorne are crazed killers,

infused with his wrath and empowered by rage. They seek out

wanton slaughter, with the simple logic that one foe's blood

is as good as the next and each kill provides another skull

for Khorne's throne. Other devotees of Khorne are martial

paragons, driven to self improvement so that they might

seek out worthy and dangerous foes on the field of battle.

The notion of offering up the skull of a skilled opponent

appeals to them and they feel Khorne looks favourably on

their efforts. Neither follower of Khorne has use for mercy

or compassion, though martial honour can be a common

trait amongst certain groups of his devotees. Interestingly, a

Khornate warrior is not necessarily a cruel individual. Though

cruelty amongst his followers certainly exists, many feel their

Khorne are in the heights ofan ecstatic battle fever, they

be overcome by bloodlust and even attack their allies as

rejoice in the act of the slaughter. Again, many believe

god cares not from whence his skulls come.

The most common view of a Khornate warband is

who is indiscriminate and reckless, desiring only to c

violence with abandon and seldom discriminating in their

selection. At times, even victory is of a lesser concern \r

weighed against their desire for slaughter. While this is true

many cases, especially the infamous World Eaters Traitor

whose Berserkers are known for their brutaliry and

there are those Khornate warbands who do not fit this

Though no less dedicated to the Blood God, they plan

violence with methodical precision and careful strategy

scorn reckless rage as less effective than sharply focused angec

effect, anyone who channels anger into acts of brutaliry

a follower of Khorne, though many would not be aware of
brief devotion. As the resultant violence spreads through

galaxy Khorne's influence and power travels with it.

While Khorne spreads his influence through all acs

brutality, he is most drawn to those acts committed in

quarters and by strength of arm alone. Because of this.

influence drives his devotees to strongly favour melee c

Some may even depend solely upon weapons that require

to close within arm's reach. In this way, they can be cenaii

smell and taste the blood that they spill in Khorne's name.

Of course, for those followers who fall in battle,

j.r.,,$.Qd does not care how one's blood is spilled, so long as it is

b:$i*ugh violence. Simply put, acts of sadism waste time.



T-tjot parrauuor sf,ItareH 'uotssarSo.ld raerer rleq] tnoq8no:gl
,'_pue 'uollean Jatre;Eqf, go sa8ets Jallsl aql Surtnq

'spo9 lreq aqr Jo raLlloue 3ulmo11o3 ,{g pa.uas

;erag ag ,(eu uortupdtuelrl IEIlos Jo qted e r'ro1yo3 ol PUatuI

tegt sralr?req3 'papolap dlsea aq ,{eu ,{aqt 'suot}eruto3leru

lJaql puP asBesrPJo qluals eqt uaa^/\uag dlalros 1er:edu1 qlurr

3u113uru;atut go alqederur r{11ent:r,r a.re Ler.l}'Iro.4AIPueq slq Jo
su8rs a,rDcurlslp JEaq uauo s;a.&\olloJ srq sy ,{eca6go Plol aql

go qred eql aolloJ ol Paltns Ile.r,r ,{11enba alB srllalaH IIe loN

:rTcunN or uIITDYuVHD V CNrrVf,rOtC

'8urru1 se anssD snoua;3ue83o qrmu su pasoduor salPoq IJIL/V\

'qteap ;eau Jo alers elqell;a E uI tslxa ,ieru a18.lnp 3o s8urssalq

alrsuetxe peluEJB uaeq o eLI ot{.44 asoql 'a8euep 1etrs,{qd;o sru;oS

Jar{lo 01 aJuelslsa; auos sapno.ld uago ,{etap Jo elels sIqI
'sgr8 s,a18rng Surpea.rds le e^ItraJJa z(1qnop uaql alEIrI

deru arue;eedde snoncrdsuoJul rleql 'uIqlLlA uotldru.tor 3o
alrq Suuatsa3 e are dagl JI uena {selPog Jleqt Jo aPlslno aIJl

uo slJaJJa asalll .^^oqs sla^\olloJ s,a13tn5 Jo IIE lou le,rarvrog
'3ur8uo11uqr aloru reJ aruasard :taqt Sutlearuor elEIrI uef,

slql 'epntrda.lrap e^IsuatxaJo atue.leadde eql e^EI{ osle lq8ru
'tuaqt roJ e^lralJa suleuer ll llSnoql 'luoudlnba .lraq1 ,{erap

lenladrad3o etels e uI paddel aJE selpog.llaqt'srtla'r011 asaql

roJ 'snorlqo ^{lelerpaunur e.re s8utssalq asaql 'saser auos uI
'soseasrp slr{ ol luelsrsaj elorrr JeJ uaql aleuj lBgl sSulssalg

parue;8 uaaq e^Eq ,(eraq ;o pro'I aql aro11o3 oqm ,{ueprtr

'patJaJul uoeq a^pq og,4 asoqlJo eruos uodn

s8urssayq stq tue:8 o] asooqJ Leru puu 'leAI^Jns to3 3aq oqrt
asor{t JoJ sualsq ay8;n11 'leAI^Jns.;o adoq Lue .rog lno qf,Eel

,{aqt 'rhlleuou JIaLIt qu.^ sdr.r8 or eluoJ ot ur8aq doql sy 'lr

ol , a.rd 3ur11eg ueql raqle: uottdnrrol aqt ereJgue saseaslP

s,a18.tn1q dq patragur a.IE olllv\ auos 'otult aues eql lV
da.rd srq3o esoql slsneqxa aq se tsn( selroJ u,lno stq aruasa;d

dla,rDeruasuor deru a18.rnp lauueu sltJt uI ialseru :raql aseald

ot lq8noql st Sutuostod pue SuruolearrrJo lre oqr pue 'qt8ua;ts

u,4 o rreql al;asuor pue a,\Ilrns ol a13rn513o saelolap s,lAolle lI
su l.ylurrlrel punos sI saoJ Jlaql 3urua1ea1l 'seoJ slq ,,{q pa.rea3

l.llenadsa rulq aIEu sarllep qrns pup 'a13.rn1q dq pamo,ru3

11e a;e suodeol\ f,IlolJau pue 'sasse8 ollso;lof, 'd;uodearrr 1e;t,r

lualo4 derap pue 'lo; 'asrastp-5133:et do:lsaP ot &lap JIOqlJo

sgr8 aql uo ,{1a; uago a13:n51 or palerlPoP sPuegre.,ll. asoql
'a;npua leqs daqt 'ra33ns Laqt qrnlrlAoq ratletu

ou lEql aSpaproul eql uou euroq qlrllu :nounq Plgrotu
Lldaap e ssassod oslu sre.^AolloJ s,a13.rn51 3o ,{ue61 'sno.rapuod

uo 3ur8;a,r r{11erlua1od 'astra;d pue IeJIPoqtau ueuo sI 413:ng

ol aelo ap e '3uo1 tet1l tlea ot altsaP ou a^eLI ,{aql 3r uo,lE

'erp uioql asoddo oq,^ asoql eylq,r,r 8ut,rt,r.lns 'srualqo.rd rseltno

.r{ldrurs uer,{aqt laag uago Laqr sueeuJ IeAIArns POnuItuor JIeqI
'a,rrlreds;ad anbrun rraqt ,{q passassod aruatled u 'luatled

dyyensnun eq osle deru qled slqt /'rolloJ otl,l.r stlleraH
'3urssa1g s,Jalserrl lJEp JIaqr glll'r uaql

a,tltrns Laql 'sen8uld s,a13.1n51 3o urotdruLs pue a8e,re.r Lra,ra

ragns ,{eu: daqr g8noq1 'eJuernPua IEJnlBuladns g}I1\\ PassJIq

uauo eru saatonap srq pue '.qleep pue a3l3o apLc aql stuasa;da:

a13rn1q ,{e,ln ureueJ B uI 'snql 'Ldo.lrua uo ;a8uo;ls Suuto;8
rpeep aqlJo sasd;or aqt uo Sulpaa3 r8un3 pue 'Elralleq 'san8eld

tualruI^ 'agll ,r,rau uI llnsor uolso;.Io) PuB loU derap se 11ar* su

JBATAJns pue qteap sB IIe,^ se a3t1 sassedruorua a13;n51 'ruaas

lq8llu tl se lertxopu:ed sB :oJ 'aAI rns PuE eJnPua ol arlseP

;i:lT]f;rr1..:::.,'

.rragr q8no:qr a13.rn51 drqs.ro.rtr, lar\alroq 'sra$O
pue sarp dllenlua,ra JIaslI esJallun eql uar'a 5q
Jerlaq aql 'Ldorrua Pu? lol roJ orlsaP rnsllglu e$
op awos 'sauo; alqedersaul eseqt ol La:d IJE_I M
aqt ur Surqt 3ur,r4 fua,ta ,{llentuale IEI{] 8uL$oT
rsEesrp Jo .rar'rod aql ere.rque elSJnN asnods? :rJn

'lla,^ sE Inos P;: :
Lpog aqt lsnf lou stra3gu uotldnrrof, rlaql taq:rr:
oql .{e1ap Laqt se lueuou Surssed qrea qtr.r.' :
aseeJf,ur ,{1a.raur ot Iuaas lslsar o1 o8eueur ou.'r ?ErqI:

's8urssalq s,poD )reo .rraqt q8norql pea:ds .'-::-
aql JoJ sa;nr Surtsel ou ale a;eql'ospaslp r{q p:-r
sarpoq rreql su .,{uo8e uI alp sassBlu aql 'la^Bl: .'-:-;

,{xe1e8 aqt tnoq8norqt uoDdnuor pue aseas:: -:: :
ol petElrpep a.re qled s,a18;n51 ,l.rolloJ ol escL^-: : -,ft,

:aprg rueu8rlery aqlJo qleo-
j---:--lli illillll

wot! (t.tnd aql oi uffii*t am uw (.acap 
lo uorti-- -' ,r; n

inf
'(lpsueac:- ,;

leqwoJ aalau 01 pell s.tal{}o pue 'a8teq3 r;:;':-rr
epnllur asaql,'auroq;,, pro.r^dal aql e^Bq ,i::: :* -

dg parurrpur are pog poolg aq] ol palt arE:r-:
tr u1 3ur3e3ua .ro3 dtneder rait::.' l;,',,,;

:alq8neys JoJ ]snl luclsuoJ e qlr.r,r, Suraq ,{-ra.r :.:',;"

Ireu srrll'eu;or1)Jo I;EW all] parue.r8 are a-':: - ij;;

ol a8eueru oq^\ asoqJ poc Poolg aqlJo u.-,:-J'
rtre;p ,(eru Jatf,EJEr{f, aq} 'asEaJJuI seIlIIIqe r:;-- _

pue Jegunu aqr sy 'sLe,u s,aulotl) ol anrl tc- :-:: ", 
M

ueql saIlIIIqe asaq] ulelle .,{1lsua a;ou ol Jal-'r?:: --- .ii-;

osp qted s,PoC Poolg aql uodn SurLet5'lEq=:r ;i;irrrllrL

PasnJoJ ,{llergrcads aJB lBql sllejl PuE s}ua]Bl 5:':i* il

eu;orl) ol saatolap 'uotssa;8o-td JaaJe) rI:-- :-

pue'uorleo;r JalJElEqJ 3o sa8uls JaltEI :-: :,"r;i

'auroq) 3o qred aql ol Pelrns llr/t\ aq lL'- .f- -

e Jo lf,B ue sr uorsseduoJ lelll Jarltaq^\---: l

oJnseeru auos aAEI{ oq,a.r s:apBletp L1.repur5 '>iquu(

rreql osol qlBd s,auroq) ol ujnl ot tduat:: :-,'
uorssedruor pue aread Jo uollou aql qre;-: :'-;,nn

sasrdsap ar.J sE qlnu se ttg r{;a,la s:eydsd3o s.iet ; -

aql sareq poD I;EC sIqJ 'auroll;1 .;o qtrd r:-- l-r
uaql\ punu ur daa>1 ol uoIlJIJlsaJ luet;odi::: ::r: rl'

lrNrrolTx oI ullJ,)vuvH) v crd[t

'uo;ted lrep rI:-:
ol rueql 8ur,r,lo1ye 'slo^al palalle;edun ol pete-\a':

alrp allleg .rog :a8unq pue sllDls rlegl 'auloq: :: ;;:

uI anulluoJ sJllalaH sV 'lBqluol eeleul JoJ,{fl:::=
e of,uelJua ]8ql saIrIIIqe Jo uJoJ aIJl eIPl uauo ::i: L
slq 'sro1t\olloJ slq preaal ol lg ees soop ?ul:--r

'sqleop u1t\o .uaqt qSno:ql s8uua;3o apt,ro:d '::_- :

:Jeaod snourn1 srq Lg pap;e,tr,a.r a;e s8ut:agc -:';rr
og./v\ ssot]I'ezuorqJo ruolql slg qlPauaq sJlrl.vls_.r:

ar{l ralo r*og tq8rtu tl rBt{t os palpds aq po:,c ur

,{peets e spueruep aq laqtea 'arualadruo:u: -:

_fr

rog aruarled ou sEL{ pog I;EC aq1 dqteci'-'': ;uu



need to choose Talents and Traits that are specifically offers a completely novel experience. Slaanesh's fol
focused upon survival, resisting death, and spreading disease.

As the number and potency of these abilities increase, the

character may draw the full attention of the Lord of Decay.

Those who manage to achieve his notice are granted the

Mark of Nurgle. This mark permeates their very being with
the most virulent of plagues and the ability to spread them.

Talents that are tied to the Lord of Decay are indicated by
the fact that they have the keyword "Nurgle." These include

Hardy, Sound Constitution, Resistance, and others which are

specifically tied to healing and enhanced physical toughness.

STAANESH
"Embrace lour hunget )our lust, lour desire. The uniyerse is oursfor

tbe taking!"

-Sanctifer 
LeVay, Cult of the Sacred Union

Followers of the Prince of Pleasure are devoted to excess

and indulgence. They eagerly indulge their desires, no matter

how dark or debased. As these Heretics travel through the

galaxy, they constantly strive to experience new excesses, and

if that seduces new victims, then so much the better. Those

who taste of Slaanesh's rites and suryive are invariably drawn
to ever more indulgences, and thus start down the track of
devotion to Slaanesh.

Devotees ofSlaanesh revel in selfindulgence and hedonism.

They are interested in pleasing themselves and notions of
restraint or sacrifice are foreign and unwanted. However,

the nature of that excess varies wildly. Not all devotees of
Slaanesh are devoted to physical debauchery. Gastronomic

delights, novel sounds and smells, one's own appearance, or
even the thrill of victory in battle are all pleasures pursued

by Slaanesh's devotees. In the service of Slaanesh, physical

punishment has no meaning-it is a perverse form of
pleasure in and ofitself. Rather, the only thing analogous to a

punishment might be the endless repetition of a tedious act or
the complete isolation from the world of sensation.

Some Heretics can only draw pleasure from carnal

experiences. They are masters of seduction, wielding both
pleasure and pain as their tools. Inhuman beauty often
characterises these Heretics. Frequently, their besotted prey

are only too willing to comply with the unholy requests of
these unearthly beauties.

Other Heretics prefer to engage the mind and emotions

as they engage the body. For them, their seduction may

proceed from works of art or philosophy They present awe-

inspiring pieces as bait to entrap those who are drawn to their
magnificence. Some of these Heretics even seed the galaxy

with artefacts they have crafted, specifically to draw upon their
prey's greed to compel them into worship of Slaanesh. These

masterpieces invariably bear the taint of the warp. A painting
may bear a spectacularly rendered malformation, or a poem or
symphony might have an unnatural rhythm that corrupts the

mind, and twists it towards the ways of Slaanesh. Similarly,

philosophical texts could alter the mind of the reader as he

engages it, twisting him to the ways of this Ruinous Power.

often incredibly persuasive beings, able to seduce with
gestures, or lies. Of course, their methods of
their goals as they corrupt their prey may vary
but the ability to persuade is very common.

In some ways, the addiction to experience that Sl

grants these devotees is a blessing that overcomes

the punishments that he might mete out. For just as

devotees crave the pleasures of the flesh and mind, they

crave the most severe of agonies. On those occasions

a devotee of Slaanesh is tortured to death, the Hereticl
words might be wails of ecstasy and devotion to the Pr

Chaos. Because of this, those who follow the path of
are sometimes more prone to attempt riskier
than those who follow the other Chaos gods.

DEnrcerrNc A CHenecrER To S
For some characters, the Prince of Pleasure may not

most appropriate Ruinous Power to follow. His path

the abilities to persuade, understand, and deceive, and thi
not be interesting for some characters. While exceptions

rule exist, these characters may wish to spend time upon

paths before returning to the way of Slaanesh. Since

champions self indulgence in all its forms, however, his

thematically appropriate for a wide range of Heretics.

During the latter stages of character creation.

throughout their career progression, Heretics con

the Prince of Pleasure must choose Talents and Traits

specifically focused upon the arts ofpersuasion and

Loyalty to Slaanesh permits these characters to easily

these abilities. As the number and potency of these

increase, the character may draw the full attention
Prince of Pleasure. Those who manage to achieve his

are granted the Mark of Slaanesh. This mark transforms

very being into an entity of inhuman beauty. These

may turn many to their cause with only a few words.

Talents that are tied to the Prince ofPleasure are i
by the fact that they have the keyword "Slaanesh."

include Air of Authority, Demagogue, and Rapid

TZEENTCH
2ll is Dust."

-Battlecry 
of the Thousand

There are those who say that the Lord of Destiny
fate of every living being. Of those who believe thir
try to fight against their nature. These fools often create

own destruction as they attempt to do battle with the

essence oftheir beings. Others accept this truth and

their nature. In so doing, their eyes can be opened

world beyond themselves. Many of these who have

grips with the essence of reality choose to follow the

Tzeentch, the Architect ofFate.
Heretics that embrace the path ofthe Changer ofthe

drawn ever more deeply into a web oftruths, both
and scientific. In the path of their dark lord, thaee

,, -,: Slannesh's devotees constantly strive to seduce new allies to

ftiireaor., as the seduction and corruption of each new victim
truly learn that knowledge is the key that can be usp$f;60
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might eschew the whole notion of unholy metaphysics,

instead pursuing their own personal goals and desires.

Generally speaking, however, these characters despise the
Imperium and desire its destruction, whether this is because

of a personal vendetta, the belief that it is an unchanging
monolith dedicated only to self preservation, or some other
reason entirely. These agents of Chaos believe that in order
for humanity to complete their conquest of the galaxy,

they must first rebuild themselves. Only after this has been

accomplished can mankind begin to come to grips with their
ascendancy to embrace the ways of the Immaterium.

Keep in mind that unaligned characters are not necessarily
heroic revolutionaries. While there are exceptions, they do not
fight for justice, liberty, or to establish a civilisation dedicated
to peace and higher learning. These Heretics fight because of
their own pride, ambition, anger, or any number of other self-
serving reasons. They have no qualms about instituting their
own systems of oppression, nor do they object to spreading
grief, tragedy, and injustice by their very actions. Their paths
are not dedicated to the good of the population as a whole.
Instead, they embrace the ways of the Immaterium, often so

that they can simply revel in the destruction rhat their unholy
power can inflict.

These Heretics are also not beyond the notice of the
Chaos gods, or the notice of other entities that travel the
depths of the Warp. While they do not directly serve any
specific Ruinous Power, neither do they escape their notice
or enjoy their protection. Any of the four Dark Gods may
attempt to garner influence with an unaligned character, both
by granting blessings and making requests for service. In this
way, these followers may gain blessings associated with any
of those powers. In turn, an unaligned Heretic often has no
problem with calling on any of the Dark Gods to aid him in
a particular task-usually the one most suitable depending
on the situation.

Similarly other lesser powers may also make contact with
these Heretics. Some of these daemons, though far weaker in
power than the Dark Gods, command far more influence and

arcane majesry than any human mind could hope to comprehend.

At times, these entities might set tasks before Heretics who
follow this path. Through their influence, they may receive

tremendous blessings, or they may be damned to a life of hideous

transformation within the confines of the Warp.

While this path offers the broadest variety of opporruniries
to its followers, it also provides the least security and direction.
Those who work with the lesser powers of the warp may
not fully appreciate the nature o[ those entities with whom
they deal. A daemonic power might make promises to the
character that it is incapable of fulfilling. Similarly, if a

Heretic upon this path angers one of the Dark Gods, he has

no patron to turn to for protection. These characters must
carefully consider their decisions and remain conservative in
the risks they accept. Otherwise, a dark power might simply
overwhelm their meagre resources and consign the Heretic
and his followers to their cause permanently.

KEEprxc e CHenecrER uNALrcNEb
While some poor damned, deluded souls may think they
follow the path of the unaligned to play the various
against the other, this is a foolish and futile notion. The
Gods are completely unknowable and incomprehensible,
one might as well attempt to outwit a hurricane. Of course
Heretic might maintain these foolish beliefs, but nor beca

he is succeeding in his deluded quest. More likely, his
musings have merely been disregarded by capricious entid
far more powerful than himself.

Other devotees may only be unaligned briefly. It may

that they have fallen out of favour with their current patron
might also be that they have heard the siren song of one of
other Ruinous Powers. As they rransirion their loyalties,

may briefly consider the ways of the full specrrum of
Some might even begin a transition, but then fail to
as they discover the full glory ofa more independent

Yet other devotees of the Ruinous Powers may choose

Follow the path of the unaligned because none of the
Chaos gods exemplify their beliefs. For example, such

character might embrace the glories of combat, but p

to show more discipline than is permitted for those on
path of Khorne. Alternatively, they might hew too closely
the paths of two or more of the Dark Gods. Such a char

might be a powerful sorcerer, Devoted to Tzeentch, who
engages in the manipulative and seductive ways of
These Heretics, who forge their own parhs, are most likely'
remain unaligned.

Finally, there are those for whom the idea of
oneself to any master is anathema. By remaining una

these individuals believe they remain independent and

to themselves. In a way this is true, for the less they im
themselves in one particular path, the less likely their goals
ideologies are to shift and merge with a single Ruinous

For those Heretics who have an interest and meth
that is consistent with one of the four Chaos gods, remaini
unaligned is a poor choice. These characters are better sen

by accepting the gifts that the Ruinous Powers seek to
them directly for their loyalty. Such characters also find
they are more capable of advancing within their speciali
than a character who attempts to forge their own, unalign
path. It is only when the restrictions of their specific
become too overwhelming thar these Heretics should
consider the ways of being unaligned.

During the latter stages of character creation,
throughout their career progression, Heretics that wish
remain unaligned must be careful to balance their se

of Talents. While they may choose any Talents for which
meet the prerequisites, they should avoid over-specialising
any path associated with a specific Ruinous Power. If
choose to accept a disproportionate number oftalents or T
that are tied to a single deity, they instead become
with that Dark God's path. As a consequence, they move
being unaligned and become a devotee ofthat god.
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"Knowledge is a sharpened blade tn willing hands and the eager

mind a razors edge to sink deep into theflesh of yurfoes."

-Zygthu Hel, Anointed Sorcerer of the Burning Path

unning and strength alone are not enough to walk the

path to glory; a true servant of the Dark Powers must

also be knowledgeable, insightful, and skilled. After all,

what use are the tools of destruction if one does not kt-row how

to use them? And what use is thc will to fight a foe without the

knowledge o[how best to defeat him? A true champion of the

gods uses this kind of knowledge like a blade, cutting down

those that oppose him or caruing away the dead meat of his own

retinue in his endless quest to gain lavour with his dark masters.

Knowledge and skill also often mark the difference betr,veen

those that draw the eye ofthe gods and those that are destined

to fall at their feet writhing in agony as their flesh twists, their

bones snap, and they end their days as gibbering spawn.

IN Bracr Cnusaor these abilities are represented by

Skills and are the basis for a character's capabilities and the

ways in which he can interact with the Warhammer 40,000
universe. Whether a character wants to use Survival to track a

wounded beast, Athletics to swim across a filth choked canal,

or Operator to drive an Imperial battle tank, Skills form an

integral part of all characters in measuring their ability and

competence at tasks and allowing them unique options during

;
'€ .{

game play. More often than not when the GM asks a pl:'

complete a task or overcome a cl-rallenge the player's ch::

will need to pass a Skill Test to determine the outcome

USING SKITTS
Skills can be used in a wide variety of situations

deciphering an ancient and cryptic pre-Heresy text

sneak past a murder servitor. When a Skill Test is re;-
it is set by the GM based eitl.rer on the actions of t'r.
or as a response to the actions of NPCs and game t
The outcomes of successful or unsuccessful Skill Tes:-

vary widely and are covered in more detail in the indr'.

descriptions of each Skill.

SKILL TESTS
All Skills are based on a Characteristic. When a character :
a Skill Test he is testing a Characteristic. If he rolls equal:-
than his Characteristic on a 1d100 then he has been succeJ
he rolls higher then he has failed. More details on Chara

and Tests can be found in Chapter I: Playing the Game

ExeMprs
Nick's character Azjon is attempting to climb down the ow::,

d wdr-torn heb. Since tbs presents a cballenge, and succes: -.

guaranteed, the GM asks Nick to make an Atbletics Skill T,

Azbton. Atbletics is based on Strengtb and so Nick notes Azh.'
a Sn'ength of 35. Nick then rolls 1d|00 and scores a 27. I:,
rolled less than his character\ Strength and so has passed hs Ar,

Skill Test. Azjon descends fron the ruin without incident.
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Cnerrruc Sxrns
Crafting Skills allow characters to create things from parts

or raw materials. These creations can vary from exotic drugs

and custom weapons to disturbing works of art and fiendish
traps. The GM sets up an appropriate Extended Test for
the task, and its resolution follows the guidelines in the

Crafting sidebar.

IwrnnecrroN SKrLrs
Al1 Skills with the Interaction descriptor involve interpl
with others. The difficulty of these Skill Tests depends on

individual's disposition towards the character, as defined

the GM, and according to the circumstances of the encoun:

See page 27 6 of Chapter VIII: The Game Master for n::

information on NPC disposition.

InvEsrrcerroN SKTTLS
Most of the Skills with the Investigation descriptor a1-:

characters to collect information from various sources,

require Extended Tests as characters try to gather deta:

intelligence on their foes or their mission. The GM determi:

the proper time frame for the test using the guidelines fo:
in the descriptions of the Skills and his own common s€:

based on the task at hand, as it takes far longer to uncove::
secret base of a rival cult than it does to scout the locatic:-

an armoured column.

MovruENT SKTLLS
Skills with the Movement descriptor all relate to a characi:
mobility, anything from daring leaps across chasms

climbing up sheer cliffs. They involve the ability to n:
across. through. over. or bctween a character's environrn

Movement Skills are all adversely affected by reduction-.

the character's mobility (such a crippling injuries to limbs

environmental factors as detailed on page 40.

qArNrNq SKrr-,r,s
As the Heretics survive adventures and develop during
play they naturally become more competent and the range

their abilities expands and strengthens. A Player's
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In general, Awareness is used when trying to sPot rtems

or individuals that are either hidden or difficult to notice'

Scrutiny is used to interpret hidden emotions, motivations,

or other undercurrents. So while spotting someone hidden

utilises Awareness, telling when someone lies requires Scrutiny

(page 108).

When Awareness is used against an opponent (such as

to spot an ambush) it is an Opposed Test (see page 91)'

Awareness opPoses and is opposed by Stealth'

The GM may call players to use the Awareness Skill when:

. They are walking into an ambush or being spied upon

by a hidden foe.
. They want to search an area for clues or find a hidden item'

Exevrprn MoorrrEns

CHARM (FEttO\ursHrP)
Charm is the ability to sway the reactions of others or I

people with a smile and kind word. A character with the

Skill can turn a hostile situation into a friendly one or I

their way into secure places past suspicious guards. Cham

not be used whenever a character speak to someone in a

manne( but should be used whenever he wishes to

character's disposition and opinions, or persuade them

something they may not have any interest or reason to dc

When Charm is used against an opponent (sucl:

change their mood) it is an Opposed Test (see pag

Charm is opposed by WillPower.

The GM may call on players to use the Charm Skill '
. They want to make someone like them.

. They wish to distract someone by drawing thei:

away from others
. They are gathering information from locals or str:

Exeuprp Moorrrrns
Subject is already very lriendly or loyal or thc

+JU 
character is obviously harmless.

a)O Subicct is.lriendly. or the character adds incetltir '
such as a brlbe.

Subiect is naturally talkative or rhe characrer is c:
+ I 0 

favoured gender or social class.

, Subiect is ambivalent to thc character, or has no :
fo 

reason ro do what thc charactcr suggests'

_10 Subiect doesn't wants to be bothered, or the ch::'

ls rude or aggresslve

Subject is suspicious ofthe character, or the cha:.:-20 ;;;;t;.;
Subiect is activelv hostilc, or the character hns

- l0 
wronged the subicct prcviously.

Skill Use: One minute or more (the length of a conve

though brief interactions may provide opportunities ;:

+10

+20

+10

+0

-10

Detecting the approach ofa tank, or spotting a jungle

clearing containing a Marauder bomber from the air.

Detecting a Hulking creature's passage or noticing a

vehicle behind rubble.

Detecting a small object in the open or spying a

camouflaged artillerY Piece.

Spotting someone in a crowd or searching a room'

Detecting a well-laid ambush or searching a building

for a specific document.

Finding a specific spent bolt round on a battlefield

Noticing an assassin in a darkened room or searching

through planetary records for a shipping maniFest.

-20

-10

Free Action made in reaction to something.
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engineering interstellar trade agreements and ensuring a

nelttny profi,. Cot.erce also includes an understanding

of the value of things and can be used to appraise items or

evaluate something potential worth'

When Commerce is used against an opPonent (such as to

broker a trade deal or haggle over a piece of gear) it is always

an Opposed Test (see page 91)' Commerce opposes and is

opposed by either Commerce or Willpower'
' 

The GM may call a player to use the Commerce Ski1l when:

. They want to get a good price for something'

. They wish to start a lucrative business venture'

. They are trying to figure out how much an item or raw

material might bc worth.

Exluprr Monrnsns
+30 Dealing with a highly-trusted merchant'

+20 Dealing with a trusted merchant'

Dealins with a merchant who owes the character a

+10
tavour.

+0 Dealing with an unknown individual'

Dealins with a merchant which is suspicious o[ the

-10 character.

-20 Dealing with an alien merchant'

-10 Dealing with an openly hostile merchant'

Skill Use: One minute on average, longer for complex deals'

COMMONLORE
(TNTEttTGENCE)
All Common Lore Skills represent the common knowledge an

individual might know about general information' procedures'

divisions, traiitions, famed individuals, and suPerstitions of a

particular world, group, organisation, or race' This Skill c'i
irom Scholastic Lore, which represents scholarly learnin: :

might gain through study and research, and Forbidden -r

wh]ch lnvolves hidden or proscribed knowledge' Co;:-:

Lore deals with basic information gained from prolc-

exposure to a culture or area.

Unlike other Skills, Common Lore has multiple Specialis;

See page 91 for more information on how these Specialis::

*ort . th. Specialisations for this Skill are as follows:

Adeptus Arbites: Knowledge of the various arr-'

,ub-r..i, of the Arbites, including details of rank str::

common procedures, and the basic tenets of Imperial Js:
Adeptus Astra Telepathica: Knowledge of how p;

how Astropaths are used throughout the Imperium' al:
basics ofsending and receiving astro-telepathic messag*

Adeptus Mechanicus: A general understandii::

the symbols and practices of the Adeptus Mechanicu'

are recruited and trained for the Adeptus Terra' tnci::

Heretics, this also includes a general understanding oi :

who left the hidebound strictures of the Mechanicus tc

out on their own.

Administratum: Broad knowledge of the

workings, rules, traditions, and dictates of

Administratum.
Ecclesiarchy: Understanding of the structure of the A

Ministorum and its role in the worship of the Emperor'

festivals, and holidays in honour of the Emperor'

Imperial Creed: Knowledge of the rites, practice

perron"g., ofthe Imperial Cult, the most common obsenr

labyri:
the A

Imperial Guard: Basic information about the ranking

logistics, structure, and basic tactical and strategic pracdce

Imperial Guard, as well as particularly famed regimenn

imperiat Navy: Basic information abolt th:

.ur,ornr, uniforms, and particular traditirpns of the

Navy, as well as famous admirals and ships'
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'ExA-uptr MonrrrEns

Character can easily detect the attack and has at+Jo 
least a round to avoid it.

+20 Character has full cover between him and an attack.

+ l0 Character has halfcover between him and an attack.

+o Character is avoiding an attack in the open. This is

the default modifier for Dodge in combat.

-10 Character is on loose ground, mud, or knee-deep water.

-2O Character is in waist-deep water.

-30 Character is unable to see the source ofthe attack.

Skill Use: Reaction.

FORBIDDEN LORE
(TNTETLTcENCE)
A11 Forbidden Lore Skills represent knowledge forbidden
or hidden to the average citizen of the Imperium of Man.
In many cases, it is a heinous crime to even possess such

knowledge. Though a Heretic in Bmcx Cnuseoe has

nothing but contempt for the Imperium's restrictions, such

knowledge is forbidden for a reason, and is often highly
dangerous. In other cases, those within the group in
question wish to keep such knowledge secret, and may go

great lengths to ensure this.

Forbidden Lore has several different Specialisations.

Specialisations are described in greater detail on page 9 1. The

Specialisations are as follows:
Adeptus Mechanicus: An in-depth understanding of

followers of the Machine God, including such things as their
rituals, observances, common beliefs, core philosophies, and

specific knowledge of the Universal Laws.

Adeptus Astartes: Knowledge of the practices,

organisation, and homeworlds of the Imperial Space Marines

and their Chapters including blasphemous knowledge of
their rites, rituals, and beliefs.

Codex Astartes: Understanding and interpreting the

Codex Astartes and how it relates to the organisation,

deployment, and tactics of the Space Marine Chapters.

Archeotech: Knowledge of the great, lost tech devices of
past times and clues to their mysterious functions and purposes.

Daemonology: Lore about some of the most infamous

warp entities and their twisted physical manifestations.

Heresy: Wisdom concerning acts and practices deemed

heretical by the Imperium, the most contemptible heretics of
history, and their acts.

The Horus Heresy and Long War: The origins and

history of the 10,000-year-long war between the forces of
the Ruinous Powers and the Imperium of Man.

The Inquisition: Understanding the secretive organisation

of the Imperium, its common tenets, and famous Inquisitors.
: Mutants: The study of stable and unstable mutations within

huntaniry their cancerous influence and mutagenic development

over time, and some of the studies and books on the topic.

.,{avigator*: Secret knowledge about the Navis Nobilite
fheir breeding programs, common mutations, and

Pirates: Knowledge of the scourge of the warp
tactics, infamous vessels, and inhuman captains.'

Psykers: Skill in identifying psykers, the physical

oftheir powers, the danger they cause, and the general

of their capabilities.

The Warp: An understanding of the energy of the

its interaction and interrelation with realspace, and

tides and eddies affect travel beween the stars.

Xenos: Knowledge of the minor and major alien

known to the Imperium, the threat they pose, a

general appearance.

A successful Forbidden Lore Test imparts in
the GM to the player. The GM may impart more

ifthe Test scores additional Degrees ofSuccess.

The GM can require a player to make a

Test when he:
. Seeks information about potential cults active

Imperial wo11d.
. Wishes to learn about the dangers the Inquisi

pose to a potential undertaking.
. Wishes to learn more about the mysterious mono

a desert world.
. Seeks information on the operations of the

Eldar or their dark kin.
Desires to learn the True Name of a powerful d

Seeks the proper procedure to summon a warp-
Wishes to know more about psykers and psychic

or the powers they can bring to bear.

Must recall information about the Traitor Lesi

their ongoing war against the Imperium.

Exeuprn MonrrrEns

+30

+20

+10

+0

-10

Learning ofthe existence ofxenos races such as

Orks or Tyranids.

Learning of the warp and what it is.

Remembering the existence of a heretical text.

Leaming of the nafirre and events olthe Horus

Remembering obscure xenos races in local
space such as the Rak'Gol.

or individuals, while additional Degtees

successful Inquiry Test may allow t$q;

,^ Understanding details of the nature and motives

Daemons and warp entities.

-30 Learning a Daemon's True Name.

Skill Use: Free Action.

TNQUTRY (FEnOSTSHTP)
Inquiry is used to gain information by asking

stimulating conversation, or simply eavesdropping.

Charm or Intimidate, which focus on changing a

disposition or influencing specific individuals, Inquiry
on gaining information from large groups, and may iq

great deal of time and effort. One or two Degrees
may reveal basic information about an dfea,'p*ppld

paffiarchs.
valuable or secretive information to hi
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f,INGUISTICS
(TNTETLTGENCE)
Linguistics covers all kinds ofspoken and written languages,

including codes, ciphers, and secret tongues. A character with
the Linguistics Skill has learnt to speak, read, and write (if it
has a written form) a particular language, code or cipher. No
test is normally required to use Linguistics as it pertains to

normal speaking, reading, or writing.
Any character who has Linguistics as a Skill knows how

to read and write in their primary language (which for most

Heretics is Low Gothic).

Linguistics is a Specialist Skill (see page 9 1) and requires a

player to choose a speciality when first taken. The Linguistics

Skill may be taken more than once, each time with a new

speciality.

The GM may call on players to use

Skill when:
. They must decipher an old or archaic

language.
. They wish to write a moving or particularly disturbing

piece of prose.
. They are trying to convey a message using subtext or a

limited vocabulary.

Exeuprn Moorrrnns

the Linguistics

version of their

+30

+20

+10

+0

-10

-20

Deciphering a language with the aid of a lexicon.

Deciphering a primitive language based on a known
language.

Deciphering a code in Low Gothic.

Deciphering a code in High Gothic.

Deciphering a code in a local language.

Deciphering an ancient or forgotten language

{i.e. ancient Terrian)/Understanding a language

unknown to the Heretic, but based on human

language.

Deciphering a completely alien language (i.e. Elda$/
Understanding alanguage both unknown to the

Heretic and without any relationship to known
languages.

each piece fits together into a whole and gather mean

from chaos. In addition to finding clues, solving riddles.

completing puzzles, Logic can also be used to help a charac

in games and endeavours where chance plays a large part

as gambling.

The GM may call on players to use the Logic Skill whcr
. They must solve a riddle or puzzle
. They are looking for clue in a vast amount of unrela:

information.
. They are trying to win at a game of chance.

Exerr,rprn Monrrrnns
Puzzle or riddle is very basic with few possible

+J0
solutrons-

-t0

Skill Use: Free Action.

LOGrC (TNTETLTGENCE)
Logic is the ability to think logically, solve puzzles and

dissect information rationally and quickly. A character skilled

in Logic can detect patterns where others cannot, see how

+20

+10

+0

-10

-20

-10

Skill Use: One minute, or longer for p
problems.

Ptzzle or riddle is already partially complete.

Ptzzle or riddle is similar to one the character has

solved before.

A straightforward but new puzzle.

Puzzle or riddle is long or buried in excessive

meaningless information.

Puzzle or riddle is incomplete and requires the

character to fill in the blanks.

Puzzle or riddle is of alien origin or created by a

completely inhuman mind.
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of vehicle or machine. No test is normally required to pilot
or drive a vehicle unless it is in a combat situation or other
unusual circumstances (i.e. extremely rough terrain, high
speed, etc.).

Operate (Surface) covers the ability to pilot any vehicle

that primarily operates on the surface of a planet. Groundcars,

walkers, treaded vehicles, boats, and skimmers (hovering or
flying vehicles that must remain very low the ground) can all

be piloted using operate (Surface).

The GM may call players to use the Operate Skill when:
. They are piloting or driving a vehicle in combat situation.
. They wish to push their vehicle or machine beyond its

normal limits.
. They are directing fire from the turrets on a vehicle in an

adverse situation.

Exeupm Moorrrens
Driving in situation outside of combat and withoutr )u 
danger ofcrashing.

+20
Driving with the aid of a dedicated cogitator/
machine spirit.

or drive a vehicle unless it is in a combat situation or

unusual circumstances (i.e. extremely rough terrain
speed, etc.).

Operate (Aeronautica) covers the ability to pilot anyvehi

operates in three dimensions. This primarily covers

fliers such as the Imperial Navy Thunderbolt or Chaos Hel
and Hell Talon, but also includes small manoeuvrable

such as landers, shuttles, starfighters, and bombers. Pilorin:
packs is also covered by this ability.

The GM may call on players to use the Operate Skill u
. They are piloting a vehicle in combat situation.
. They wish to push their vehicle or machine ber';

normal limits.

Exeuprn Moornnns

+10 Flying in.situation outside of combat and withc'--
oenger ot crasnrng.

Flying with the aid oFa dedicated cogitator/+20 .i
machlne splnt.

+ 10 Flying with the aid of a navigator or co-pilot.

+0 Flying in combat but in open skies.

-10 Flying at high speeds, performing fast manoeur:.,

20 Flying in bad weather such as storms or high u.:
Flying in a damaged aircraft while in combat,

30 performing high-gee manoeuvres while flying
through a canyon.

Skill Use: Half Action.

OPERATE (VOTDSHTP)
(TNTETLTGENCE)
Operate encompasses the ability to control and direct all

ofvehicles and heavy equipment. This can include eve:

from voidships the size of cities or macro batteries ::
speeders or jump packs. A character with this Skill is :
piloting, driving or operating a particular type of ve:
machine. No test is normally required to pilot or drive a

unless it is in a combat situation or other unusual circun,

(i.e. extremely rough terrain, high speed, etc.).
+ 10 Driving quickly but on a clear road.

+0 Driving in combat but in an open area.

-10 Driving at excessive speeds.

)^ Driving in bad weather such as storms or high
wrnds.

-10 Driving while also fighting in close combat.

Skill Use: Half Action.

OPERATE (AERONAUTICA)
(AGItrrY)
Operate encompasses the ability to control and direct all

manner of vehicles and heavy equipment. This can include

everything from void ships the size of cities or macro batteries

to land speeders or jump packs. A character with this Skill
is adept at piloting, driving or operating a particular type

of.vehicle or machine. No test is normally required to pilot
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HOLASTIC LORE
(TNTETLTcENCE)
All Scholastic Lore Skills represent information that a

Heretic would need to learn in a formal setting or institution
of learning, whether from a knowledgeable mentor, an

organisation, or even the careful study of rare tomes. Unlike
Common Lore, this information is not readily available to the

average inhabitant ofa planet, but unlike Forbidden Lore, it is
not forbidden or proscribed.

Scholastic Lore has several Specialisations (see page 91).

These Specialisations are as follows:
Astromanry: A knowledge of stars, singularities, and the

worlds around them, as well as theoretical understanding of
how to use telescopes, astrolithic charts, and the like.

Beasts: An understanding of the genus and families of
animals and familiarity with the characteristics and appearance

of many semi-sentient creatures.

Bureaucracy: A familiarity with the rules and regulations

involved with governments, particularly the Adeptus

Administratum and their many and varied departments,

bureaus, and policies.

Chymistry: A knowledge of chemicals, their alchemical

applications in a number of uses, and their prevalence or
scarcity throughout the Imperium.

Cryptology: An understanding of codes, ciphers,

cryptographs, secret languages, and numerical keys. This may

be used to either create or decipher encryption.
Heraldry: A grasp of the principles and devices of Heraldry

as well as a knowledge of the most common seals and heraldic

devices used by the Imperium's most noble houses and families.

Imperial Warrants: Information concerning the

establishment, Iegal scope, and use ofthe warrants used to by
Rogue Traders, as well as the most well known and dynastic

warrants of the Imperium.
Imperial Creed: An understanding ofthe specific rituals and

practices ofthe Ecclesiarchy, from the traditional construction of
their temples to specific points From its texts. This information
may be used to conduct the rituals for others.

|udgement: Knowledge of the proper punishments for the
myriad of crimes and heresies punishable by Imperial law.

Legend: Going beyond archaic knowledge, this

encompasses most secfetive portions of Imperial history, such

as the Dark Age of Technology, the Age of Strife, the Great

Crusade, and the Horus Heresy.

Navis Nobilite: Lore concerning the familytrees, contracts,

and histories ofthe great houses ofthe Navigators.

Numerology: An understanding of the mysterious link
between numbers and the physical universe, from Catastrophe

theory to the Sadleirian litany.

Occult: An understanding of occult rituals and theories,

as well as the better-known mystical uses of occult items.

Philosophy: Knowledge concerning the theories of
-thought, belief, existence, and other intangibles. As it also

inchldes logic and debate, it may be used for argument or

@afing philosophical works.

used to devise a battle plan or deduce the
fought by Imperial forces.

The GM may call on a player to make a Scholastic

(History) Test when:

:i:&e*iag lmperialis: The theories of the Tactica Imperialis,

as: olfugf systems of troop deployment and battle

. He wishes to recount legends from mankind's past.

. He wishes to know what a Standard Template

. He wishes to understand an obscure ruling made

Judge ofthe Adeptus Arbites.

Decipher the complex legal relationship benveen an I

Governor and the loca1 Administratum representative.

Decipher the workings of a complex piece of
He seeks to identify a rare beast.

. He is making a philosophical argument.

ExeuprE MonrrrEns

+30 Studying a broad history of the Imperium, focusinq
only on "approved" topics.

+20 Conducting research in a well-stocked library

+10 Learning the particulars ofthe Imperial Creed.

+0 Researching a specific philosophical point.

-10 Studying occult rituals.

-20 Breaking down a particular chemical formula.

-10 Compiling a complete history of the Horus Heresr'

Skill Use: Free Action.

SCRUTINY
The Scrutiny Skill helps assess the people or
Heretic encounters. The Heretic can use Scrutiny to gau

individual's truthfulness, determine his motives, and
his personality and temperament. It can also be used to
an object or display in detail, determining information
may be hidden or simply not readily apparent.

In general, Scrutiny is used to interpret hidden

motivations, or details unnoticeable unless subjected to a

analysis. Awareness is used when trying to spot items or i
So while spotting someone hidden would be Awarenes,

when someone lying would be Scrutiny
The GM might call a player to use the Scrutiny Skill
. His character wants to tell if someone's lying.
. His character wants to discern information

conclusions from a report.
. He is interpreting augur or auspex readings

determining what they mean.

Exeuprn Monrnrns
+30 Judging the mood of a close friend.

+20 Judging a comrade's mood.

+ 10 Judging the mood of someone you have met belore

+0 Reading an Augur or Auspex readout.

-10 Judging an alien's mood.

-20 Judging a Tech-Priest's mood.

-30 Judging a seryitor's mood.

a;arar.;.'. -. .a;Y:+

used by the Imperium. This knowledge may be Skill Use: Half Action.

,.' -Jr i'+:'-
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xH (AGrtrTY)
Stealth is the ability to remain unseen, either while moving

through a crowd or the open markets of an Agri-world. A

character with the Stealth Skill can move silently or conceal

themselves from others, either to escape from their foes or

take them by surprise. Stealth also allows a character follow

opponents while moving through crowds, following them

while not appearing to do so. Finally, Stealth can be used to

move quietly.

When Stealth is used against an opponent (such as to hide

from a foe or shadow a targe$ it is an Opposed Test (see page

91). Stealth opposes and is opposed by Awareness.

The GM may call on players to use the Stealth Skill when:

. They are trying to scout an enelny florcc.

. They want to sneak up on a foe and kill him quietly'

. They wish to follow someone without arousing suspicion.

ExeuprE MoprnEns

primitive items such as bows or blades as well as basic

Survival is also used to track prey (human or otherwise)

all kinds of terrain by following the telltale signs they

on the environment around them.

The GM may call on a player to use the Survival Skill ri
. They want to find food or water in a hc

envlronment.
. They wish to start a fire with no tools.
. They are trying to track a foe through the underhive

ExervrprE Monrrrnns
+10 Tracking a bleeding foe or a Massive foe.

+20 Tracking a foe across solt dirt, ash or mud.

+ 10 Tracking a loe only minutes aFter his passing.

+0 Tracking a loe through a Forest.

Tracking a loe while moving rapidly (i.e running c:

lorce marching).

Tracking a foe at night or during a storm.

Tracking a foe days after their passing over hard

rock or across shallow waterways.

-10

-20

-30+30

+20

Sneaking past a sleeping enemy without waking them

Sneaking past a foe with the aid of pitch darkness

and plenty ofcover.

Sneaking past a suspicious or alert foe.

Sneaking past a foe with no cover available.

Sneaking past a suspicious loe with no cover in

broad daylight.

Skill Use: Full Action.

TECH-USE (INTETLIGENC
Tech-Use is the ability to use and interact with all ma'

of mysterious technological devices as well as create i:

+ 10 Sneaking past a tired or distracted foe.

+0 Sneaking past a compelent guard who has no reason to

be susPlclous.

-10
20

-t0

Skill Use: Free Action as part of Movement.

SURVIVAL (PERCEPTION)
Survival is the mastery of ones environment ar'vay from the

protection of dwellings, villages or cities. A character with

the Survival Skill can live offthe land, ride beasts, and predict

weather with only a minimum of equipmer.rt and without the

need for resupply or support. Survival can be used to create

i!
m

ill
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CnaPTER IV'
TaIENTS AND

TNAITS
"How can I euen begin to explain tu such a credture as yu tbe wEs

in which I am superior? Blessed as I am, it is the mastery of ryflah
and n1 mind which haae separated mefom the common man and

granted me the right to bask in tbe glory of the gods rhemselves!"

-Ardent Grey, Master of Bladed Spire

J-f'l hose who seek the attention of the gods must be

I .*..ptional individuals; men and women who stand

I he^i and shoulders above their peers and who are

capable of feats of arms, sorcery, and sophistry to make lesser

beings weep with terror. It is not enough to merely know how
to wield a weapon or sway a crowd with honeyed ry61d5-2
true champion must go beyond this kind of mundane mastery

and learn ancient secrets and hidden techniques to best his

foes, becoming unique and powerful in his own right. This is

the place Talents hold within the building blocks of a Brecr
Cnusaot characteq and more than any other factor mark him

as an individual amongst the screaming hordes of supplicants

to the might of the Ruinous Powers.

Talents are special abilities and proficiencies that a character

psssesses either through their intrinsic nature or through the

*i

Skills which represent abilities gained by learning or:
A Talent is an ability which a character is either ca:;

or is not, whereas a skill is something that they can r:
at by degrees. When a character deflects an impossil,,:

with his powersword, falls from an extreme height r
taking harm and predicts the future using cold hard

is using Talents. On the path to glory the right Tal-
make the difference between magnificent success in :
of the gods or dismal failure and an ignominious eni

USINCTALENTS
Talents differ from Skills, in that a player usually

need to use an Action or test to utilise the ability. 1

always in effect, and many Talents give bonuses to

allow Actions not available to the common man. In

once a character has a Talent, its benefits are alwal's

to his Actions unless specifically noted otherwise.

GAININGTALENTS
Talents represent a myriad of special abilities for

reflecting their skill at arms, specific relati

reputations they might have, or any number of other

that make them better than the average inhabitam

41st millennium. lust as with Skills, a character

with a number of Talents depending on their
and allegiances (see Chapter II: Character
then acquire more as they improve during play by

experience points. The amount of experiencgpoi

ication of well-practised experience. This is in contrast to
to purchase a Talent depends on its Tiir'and+
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Tasls 4-z: TrER z Talenrs
Talent Name
Armour-Monger

Baleful Dirge

Battle Rage

Betrayer

Bulging Biceps

Child of the Warp

Combat Master

Counter Attack

Corpus Conversion

Crack Shot

Crippling Strike

Deflect Shot

Exoric Weapon Training

Foresight

Furious Assault

Hard Target

Hardy

Hatredf

Hip Shooting

Hotshot Pilot

Marksman

Mechadendrite Usef

Minion of Chaos

Nerves of Steel

Paranoia

Precise Blow

Prosanguine

Rapid Reaction

Sacrifice

Sharpshooter

Strong Minded

Storm ollron
Swift Attack

Black Blood (Autosanguine), Mechanicus 
Test to heal 1d5 Damage

Implants

Benefit

Parry while frenzied

Kill minions or allies for benefits. -. )t,'

Remove bracing requirements for certain weapons.

Persistent Psychic Phenomena and potentiat Psy Rating

boost.

Opponents get no bonus lor outnumbering Heretic.

May anack after successful Parry.

Use blood lor power.

Add +2 to ranged Crit Damage.

Add +2 to melee Crit Damage.

Add WS Bonus to AP against Primitive ranged attacks.

Garn proficrency with one exotic wcapon.

Conremplate to gain + l0 bonus to next Test.

On a successful WS Test, gain free second attack.

-20 to hit character when he charges or runs.

Character always heals as if lightly wounded.

Gain +10 bonus to attack hated cfeatures.

Cheracter may shoot when moving.

Heretic can dnve or fly anything.

Fire at multiple targets more than 10 metres apart.

Inspire crowds to hatred and anger

Foilowers resist pinning and fear.

Spend InFamy Point to make melee attacks unavoidable.

No penalties For firing at long or extreme range.

Gain ability to use certain Mechadendrites.

Gain a minion.

Reroll Pinning Tests

Heretic always alert lor danger

Reduce penalry for melee called shots.

Test Ag to ignore surprise.

Kill sentient beings to augment rituals.

Decrease penalty for ranged called shots.

May reroll failed Fear Tess.

Make one attack ficr each melee opponent' .,, rr l;.i,., ;
Spend Infamy Point to gain insight into situation.

Int 35, Tech Use, Trade (Armourer) Increase the eftrcacy oFphysical armour. 
..

Disturbing Voice, Intimidate + 10 WP Test or suffer -10 to next ro1l.

Prerequisite

Frenzy

Cold Hearted, Intimidate

s45

Psy Rating

ws 30

ws 40

Psy Rating, Human

BS 50

ws 50

Ag 50

Int 30

ws 35

Ag 50

T40

BS 40, Ag 40

Ag 40, Operate (any one)

Air of Authority

Fel 30

ws 50

BS 35

Mechanicus Implants

Fel 45, Inlamy 30

WS 40, Sure Strike

Ag 4O

Psy Rating

BS 4O, Deadeye Shot

Independent Targeting BS 40

Inspire Wrath

Iron Discipline

Killing Strike

Luminen Shock Luminen Capacitors, Mechanicus Implants Heretic can dischargc energy in melee attack.

Maglev Transcendence Maglev Coils/Mechanicus Implants Heretic can hover for longer periods of time.

WP 30, Resistance (Psychic Techniques) May reroll failed WP Tests to resist psychic powers

BS 45. Weapon Training (any one ranged) Adds half wS to Damage against Hordes.

ws t0 May make multiple melee attacks.

May fight with two weapons.

WS 45, Ag 40, Unarmed Warrior Deadly fighter while unarmed.

Two-Weapon Wieldert

Unarmed Master

Unshrkeable Will

Warp Conduit

Whirlwind of Death

wP 35

ws 40

Wisdom oFthe Ancients Int 40

fDenotes Specialbt Talent.

Psy Rating, Strong Minded, WP 50 Spend Inlamy Point to get +1d5 to Psy Rating.
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Chaos Space Marine to take this talent it is rare for
outside their ranks to possess it. This Talent must be

at Character Creation. The character can command

respect From other veterans ofthe Long War and gains e

to all Fellowship Tests and Skill Tests based on Fel

when dealing with such NPCs. In addition, Chaos 5

Marine Minions of the character increase their lova,

+ 10. Long War weaponry is also easier for him to
all weapons with the word "Legion" in the title count

Availability category easier than normal (i.e. Rare

Scarce, Scarce becomes Average, etc.). Finally, veferans

Long War are despised by the Imperium and the

Astartes especially, and should the character's past

known by these powers it is likely to end in blood...

Anuoun-MoncEn
Tierl.2
Prerequisite: Intelligence 35, Tech-Use, Trade (Armo:

The character is a skilled armourer and constantly tinkrr
improves his armour or keeps it in pristine shape by
slightest Damage it sustains. With years of training the

has even learned to enhance the protection afforded by his

and learned how to use it in its optimum fashion. The

increases the Armour Points of any almour he wears by i
locations it would normally cover as long as he has at l
hour each day to clean and repair it or make minor modii
This bonus applies only to armour worn by the charace

combines his training as much as his skill at armoury

Ta''mNT
DEScRIPTIONS

The Heretic can find a complete listing of the Talents available

in Brecr Cnuseot on Table 1-1: Tier 1 Talents, Table
l-2t Tier 2 Talents, and Table 1-3: Tier 3 Talents, and

the full explanation ofeach Talent below.

Arn or Aurgonrrv
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: Fellowship 30
The character was born to command, either motivating or

terrifliing those under their charge. When making Command

Skill Tests, the character may aflect a number oftargets equal

to 10 times his Fellowship bonus. If the character has Minions
(see page 135) they are also more devoted to him and add

+ 10 to their Loyalty when in his presence. This talent has no

effect on hostile targets, and only affects NPCs.

AMsroBrrRous
Tier: I
Prerequisite: Agility 30
This talent does not represent true ambidexterity so much as

sufficient training with both hands to make the distinction

mute. The character may use either hand equally well for any

task, and does not suffer the -20 penalty for actions using

his offhand.
Special: When combined with the Two-Weapon Wielder

Talent, the penalty for making attacks with both weapons in

the same Turn drops to -10.

ANcrnur $/ennron
I ler: I

Prerequisite: Fellowship 35, Willpower 35

The character is either a veteran of the Long War or has

served with those that have fought in its many wars down

thc-centuries. Though the character does not need to be a
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Rating, after determining Psychic Strength. This bonus to
PR does not influence the Psychic Strength in any way; their
benefit is applied after determining whether a power is used

at the Unfettered, Fettered or Push level. Howeveq the psyker

must add +20 to any roll on the Psychic Phenomena table.

Finally, any result of 91 or higher on the Focus Power Test is

an automatic failure that results in Perils of the Warp.

Buno FrcnrrNc
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: Perception 30
Years of practice and development of other senses allows

the character to fight in close combat without the benefit
of sight. This talent reduces a1l penalties for fighting with a

melee weapon while suffering from obscured vision by half
(rounded up), permitting the character to fight in [og, smoke

or darkness more effectively. See page 245 for a full list of
attack penalties based on lighting and vision. Note this talent
only improves a character's chances to hit with melee weapons

and has not effect on ranged weapon attacks.

Brooo Gon's CourEupr
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Frenzy, Willpower 40
The character spends the time before battle armouring
himself against the power of the warp by cursing the names

of sorcerers and showing his fearlessness before his feeble

power and all those who wield the power of the warp. This
talent may be used at any time by a character as long as he

has at least an hour to perform his ritual ofcontempt (a player

may say his character has already performed the ritual before

play begins ifthe GM agrees). The character must also spend

one Infamy Point.

During the game session whenever the character is the subject

of the effects of a psychic power, daemonic power or other warp

based power, he may make a Willpower Test (make this test

before any tests he would normally be permitted to resist the

effects of the power). If the Willpower test is passed the character

is unaffected by the psychic power. Ifthe test is failed then the

psychic power aFFects him as normal and he becomes Frenzied in
addition to any other effects (see page 124).

The effects oFthis talent only apply to powers that directly
affect the character (such as targeted powers or powers which
catch him in their area of effect) and not powers which may

harm him indirectly (such as attack From summoned daemons

or falling or flung debris from a telekinetic). In addition,
powers used by lriendly psykers must also be resisted (and

also cause Frenzy should he fail to resist them). A power that
is resisted by a character using this talent is not nullified and

others are affected by it as normal.

Borrrn Dmn
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Weapon Training (Bolter), BS 40
The character is a master of the boltgun, either because of
his training in the Space Marine Legions or because o[ long
years of practise and copious amounts of ammo. The character

''carr use bolters of all types to unleash devastating volleys of

disciplined fire that can cut down his enemies like the

of a scythe. When firing any class of Bolt weapon on

semi-auto the character may score one additional
Success (provided the Test is successful) ifhe does not

Move Action in his turn.

Burcrxc Brcrps
Tier:2
Prerequisite: Strength 45
Whereas a weaker man would be sent flying when

healy weapons, the character's strong physique allows:
remain standing. The character can fire heavy weaporu

Semi-Auto Burst or Full Auto Burst without bracing,

does not sufFer the -30 penalty for failing to brace. In ac

whenever the character uses the Athletics Heft Speci:J

Use (see page 96) he may add +20 to his Athletics Slc

to reflect his massive muscles.

C,rrra.n
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: Agility 30
Gymnastic ability and natural balance enables the cha

fall great distances without harm. The character autom

reduces the distance of al1 falls by a number of metres e:
his Agility Bonus, ignoring this distance as if it did nc':

In addition the character adds +20 to his Acrobati;
Tests when using the Jump Special Skill Use as it
reducing Damage from falling.

Coro Flnenrro
Tier: I
Prerequisite: None
The character is almost devoid of sentiment or physic-
and is seldom swayed by the emotions of others.

to an unnatural degree. Seduction attempts agains

automatically fail, and he gains a *20 to his Willpor,r'e:

making Opposed Tests against an opponent using the

Skill. Taking this Talent gives the character one

Point.

Cnrro oF THE $flinp
Tier:2
Prerequisite: Psy Rating
As a result of prolonged exposure to the warp and

ofpsychic powers the character has become saturated

energy This grants greater connection to the warp and i
the character's Psy Rating by + I when he chooses to

Chapter VI: Powers of the Warp). The downside,

that the warp is always partially manifest in his presence

generates constant psychic phenomena. At the start of
session the character should roll 1d10 on Table 44,
of the Warp to determine the nature of these persistent

which follow him for the duration of the session.

Alternatively, with the GM's consent the player

one phenomena from the following list that

I
\
1

him, eliminating the need to roll each session. ,1 :-:::r,

Note that the character still suffers fr*ef"s*S$i'E$
r €'i:.1!Il;"f€'it::5

and Perils of the Warp as normal.
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Taws 4-5: CURSEp HeRt oom
Roll Effect

Bloodthirsty: The item has an unnatural taste for blood

and can sense death with a lust that seems almost human.

I Whenever the character kills a living creature he must make

a Willpower Test or use his next action to put another

round into----or make another swing at-the corpse.

i Unsettling: The sight ofthe item is unnerving to anyone

with halfa brain, and though the character can't tell w4ry

, people don't1ike it everyone subconsciously avoids it. The
- 6rst time in each game session that the character makes

a Fellowship Test or a Skill Test using the Fellowship
' Characteristic he must reroll the result iFit is a success.

finxed: Something about the item seems to bring bad luck

to those nearb]4 spreading its own misery to the character's

companions. Ifthe item is a ranged weapon, whenever it

Jams all nearby ranged weapons also Jam. Ifthe item is

a melee weapon, whenever the character rolls minimum

Damage all other nearby melee weapons inflict minimum

3 Damage until the start ofthe characters next turn. Ifthe
item is a suit ofarmour whenever the character is hit by a

weapon with a Pen equal or greater than his AP all other

suits ofarmour nearby have their APs reduced by half
(round up) until the start olhis next turn. Jinxed affects

items within 20 metres of the character whether they can

see him or not.

Doomed: The item seems determined to kill its master

and add him to the long list olprevious owners now

, sleeping in the soil. The first time in each game session
' the character spends an Infamy Point roll a die: on a

result of9 the Infamy Point has not elfect but is still
spent.

Toxic: Touched by the unhallowed hands ofthose
dedicated to Nurgle in times past the item has taken on

the taint ofdisease and decay which it passes on to the

5 character while he carried it. The first time in each game

session that the character makes a Toughness Test or a

Skill Test using the Toughness Characteristic he must

reroll the result if it is a success.

1d5 once for the item on Table 4-5: Cursed Heidoom
giving it a permanent curse. He is now bonded to the item and

even if it is lost, destroyed, or stolen it always somehow turns

up in its original condition at the start of the next game session.

Such items also usually come with a history of their own and

the GM should feel free to have the item's past come back to

haunt the character from time to time.

DreoEvn Snor
Tier: I
Prerequisite: Ballistic Skill 30
The character's rock-steady hand and hawk-like eyesight

make him a dreaded marksman. No target, however Precise,
can escape his crosshairs. When making a Called Shot (see

page 234) ranged attack, the character reduces the penalty by

l0 (so a -20 becomes a -10 instead).

DErlrcr Snor
Tier: 2

weapons. When the character is armed with a readied

weapon they add his Weapon Skill Bonus to his armour

on all locations (even unarmed locations) when
Damage from hits from ranged weapons with the

Special Qgality or Thrown weapons.

Dnruecocun
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Air of Authority
The character has learned the techniques requi

influence large audiences. When the character uses the

or Intimidate Skill to affect more than one person thei"

affect up to a 100 times his Fellowship Bonus. In

such is the character's natural magnetism and charisma

he adds + l0 to the loyalty of all his Minions.

Dm Henn
Tier: I
Prerequisite: Willpower 40
Through either willpower or sheer stubbornness, the

refuses to die. When he suffers from blood loss, he

twice to avoid death.

Drsenu
Tier: I
Prerequisite: Agility 30
The character can wrest weapons from his opponent s

through practised technique or brute force. Ifin close

the character may use a Full Action to disarm his :
making an Opposed Weapon Skill Test. If the charaae:

the test, the enemy drops his weapon at his feet.

character obtain three or more Degrees of Success, he

take the enemy's weapon from him.

DrsrunsrNc VorcE
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: None
The character's voice has particularly baleful or menacing

causing others to quail before it. The character gains a * l0
to all Intimidate Skill Tests, but suffers a *10 penalty to

Tests when dealing with others in a non-threatening

such as animals, children or the easily startled. In additi

character is more adept at instilling fear in his followers ard

using the Special Skill Use Terrifiu (see page 97), and adds

his Command Skill Test to counter the effects of Fear.

Dousu TEeu
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: None
The character has experience fighting in pairgd

work together to take down their enemies. When
up on an opponent, the character gains an additi
bonus to Weapon Skill Tests. If one or more of,t}:e

ganging up on the opponent have this Talent, both
additional +10 bonus, for a total of +2O,

addition to the normal bonus gainedkriutP,Egtgquilite,'AgilitY 5 0

ffii.:t+*practer's weapons move with such speed that they
primitivethrown weapons and shots fired from

opponent (see page 245).
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ffi!,simply stolen it. The character gains a +10 bonus to his
" 
Infamy whenever he makes an Acquisition Test representing

his increased abiliry to buy goods.

Exonc $Tnepou TnerNrNc
Tier:2
Prerequisite: None
Specialisations (each single exotic weapon)

The character is trained to use a panicularly obscure type of
weapon, allowing him to use armaments few others have ever

seen. Weapons requiring this unique talent are noted in their

armoury descriptions. When a character attempts to use a weapon

he does not have the correct Weapon Training Talent for, he

suffers a -20 penalty to any relevant Weapon Skill or Ballistic

Skill Test. Unlike other kinds of weapons training this talent

applies only to a single weapon and not a class of weapons.

Evs or VnxcEeNcn
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Ballistic Skill 50

The character can focus his intent on where it is likely to do

most damage to his enemy and then strike them down with
a single shot. Before making a Standard Attack ranged attack

action, the character may spend an Infamy Point. If he does so,

his attack deals +X Damage and gains +X Pen, where X equals

the number of Degrees of Success scored on the attack roll.

FevounnD BY THE S/enp
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Willpower 35

Whenever a Power Roll results in Psychic Phenomena, the

character may roll one additional time on that table and take

the more favourable result. Perils of the Warp affect him as

normal-such is the capacious nature of the gods that not

even the "favoured" can avoid thek gaze from time to time...

FEenrsss
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Nerves of Steel

Through hard experience with horrifying situations, fear no

longer commands the character's actions. The character is

immune to the effects of Fear and Pinning, but disengaging

from combat or backing down from a fight is difEcult for him

to stomach and as such requires a successful Willpower Test.

FsRRrc SurnruoNs
Tier: I
Prerequisite: Ferric Lure Implants, Mechanicus Implants

The Heretic can call an unsecured metal object to his hand

as with Ferric Lure Implants, but may summon objects of up
.to 2 kilograms per point of his Willpower Bonus and may

,-iummon 
objects up to 40 metres distant.

Fr,usn Rrunrn
Tiladl:r .'

Wbapon Training (Chain)

has a taste for the massive damage that can be

inflicted with chain weapons and other melee weapons

apart the flesh of his enemies. When inflicting Da

a melee weapon that has the Tearing Qgality, the

rolls two additional die for Damage, rather than the

one for using a Tearing weapon, and discards the

Damage dice results.

FonrsrcHr
Tier:2
Prerequisite: Intelligence 30

Logic and analysis do for the character what animal

the bones claim to do lor the superstitious masses. Br'

consideration ofall the possible consequences, and e

of all evidence and information, the character can i
best path for success. By spending ten minutes studtr

analysing a problem, the character gains a +10 bonus

next Intelligence Test or a Skill Test based on Intelli

Fnnuzv
Tier: I
Prerequisite: None
The character's temper and passion boil just belovr the

his psyche, mostly held in check by his rational mind,

released when needed. If the character spends <ine

fuelling his anger-through flagellarioq drugs; pfbther

on the next round he goes into an

+ l0 bonus to Weapon Skill, Strengh,

but suffering a -20 penalty to
Fellowship. The character musl
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ffiack can only be a single shot and may not be a semi or full
eutomatic ranged attack. Characters with the Two-Weapon

Fighting talent may use this talent with Hip Shooting to

make two single shots if he is armed with a ranged weapon

in either hand.

florsrror Prror
Tier: 2
Prerequisite: Agility 40, Operate (any one)

The character can pilot or drive vehicles as if they were

extensions of his own body and has a natural understanding
of anything with wheels, wings or legs. The character counts

as having all Operate Skills (essentially, he can drive or fly
anything) at Rank 1 (Known). If he wishs to later improve his

Operate Skills they must be bought using experience points
(from Rank 1) as normal.

Such is his skill he also adds one Degree of Success to any

successFul Operate Tests.

INrusEo KNowrEncr
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Intelligence 40, Lore (any one)

The character has been infused with a great wealth of lore and

knowledge, either through punishing noetic techniques, by
arcane methods kept secret by the guardians oftechnology and

knowledge, or a dark pact with the gods for secret lore. The

character counts as having all Common Lore and Scholastic

Lore (essentially, he knows something about everything) at

Rank 1 (Known). If he wishes to later improve his Lore Skills

they must be bought using experience points (from Rank 1)

as normal. Such is his skill that he also adds one Degree of
Success to any successful Common or Scholastic Lore Tests.

INnspsNDENT TencnrrNc
Tierz 2
Prerequisite: Ballistic Skill 40
The character has developed his peripheral vision and

situational awareness to a point where he can fire in two
directions within a split second. When firing two weapons

as part of a single action (using the Two-Weapon Fighting
talent), the targets need not be less than 10 metres apart.

Iusprnr Sflners
Tier:2
Prerequisite: Air of Authority
The character's personal vitriol and bitter hatred is so

ingrained in his being that the character can inspire the same

hate in others. As a Full Action, the character can make a

Charm Test to grant the effects of the Hatred Talent to any

people in his immediate vicinity. Success on the test grants

the Hatred Talent to the listeners (with the object of hate

chosen by the character) lor the duration of an encounter.

J,isteners can resist the effects of the characters speech (and

therefore not be burdened with his chosen hatred) by passing
.*ar Opposed Willpower Test against the character's Charm

, $&iltTest"Inspire Wrath affects up to 10 times the character's

in which can be increased with the use of the

bear in mind, however, that once a crowd has been i
hatred or mindless anger the effects can be unpredi

INro rHE fA$/s oF IIELL
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Iron Discipline, Fellowship 50
The Heretic's leadership is so stern and terrifying
followers would rather die at the hands of a Grey

Terminator than disobey him. His followers become

to the effects of Fear and Pinning as long as he is

there to lead them and they can see him leading by

Heretics cannot benefit from the Into the Jaws of
another Heretic.

InoN Drscrpuwn
Tier:2
Prerequisite: Fellowship 30

Iron sharpens iron. The character does not coddle his

nor motivate them through kindness. The characters

example and stern leadership exhorts them with steel i
spoils. If the character is visible to his followers, either i:
or via vox- or picrcaster, they may reroll failed Willponu
made to resist Fear and Pinning. Heretics cannot benefii:
Iron Discipline of another Heretic.

InoN ]ew
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: Toughness 40
The character has taken blows from Orks and givc
as good as he got. The character can bounce ba;r;
most strikes without i1l effects. If ever Stunned, a

Toughness Test allows the character to ignore the etl

Jeorn
Tier: I
Prerequisite: Willpower 30
The character's wide travels have shown him both
and horrors beyond the ken ofmost. The galaxy has

its worst at the character and he has yet to flinch. Deai
xenos creatures, and other terrifying but natural

do not elicit Fear Tests. Terrors of the Warp still
character normally.

Krrnxc Srnrxr
Tierz 2
Prerequisiter Weapon Skill 50
With expert precision the character can land bloss
defy his opponent's ability to counter, sliced t
defences as surely as a powerblade cuts flesh. When
an All Out Attack, the character may spend one In
to choose to make that melee attack unavoidable
Parry or Dodge Skills. Other means of stopping
as Shadow Fields or Displacement Fields) are

Lsep Up
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: Agility 30 ,.Talent as normal. Both players and GMs should
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n ExcrNsnrn
Tier; 3

Prerequisite: Tech Use +20, Mechanicus Implants

The character's knowledge of engines and their machine

spirits surpasses that of the hidebound savants of the

Omnissiah and their blinkered thinking. The character can

almost feel the plasma pulsing through a reactor's conduits
as if it were his own veins. The character gains a +10 bonus

on Tech-Use Skill Tests. The Heretic may spend an Infamy
Point to automatically succeed on a Tech-Use Skill Test

for enhancement, repair, or upgrade of a machine's system,

taking the minimum amount of time possible on the task.

In addition at the GM's discretion the character may repair

objects without all the parts at hand, jury-rigging a working
device as good as the original.

MesrEnv
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Rank 4 in Selected Skill
Specialisations: Any Skill
The character has become a consummate master of a

single skill and can perform feats with it that would bafile
lesser men. The character may spend an Infamy Point to
automatically pass a Skill Test with his chosen skill provided
the final modifier to his Skill Test is 0 or greater. In addition
to simply passing the test the character passes it by a number

ofDegrees ofSuccess equal to the Characteristic Bonus ofits
associated Characteristic. This Talent may be taken more than

once, each time for a different Skill.

MncHanENDRrrE usl
Tier: 2
Prerequisite: Mechanicus Implants
Specialisations: Weapon, Utility
The character is trained in the use of a particular kind of
Mechendrite (extra mechanical arms often sprouting from a

cyber mantle mounted on the character's back) in much the

same way as Weapon Training allows the use of weapons.

Though there are many different types of Mechadendrite,

this talent divides them into two categories:

Weapon: Mechadendrites of this type end in either ranged

or close combat weapons, and have the supplemental support
and strength necessary for combat.

Utility: Including such varied types as Machine Spirit
Interface, ManipulatoE Medicae, Utility, Optical and

countless others, these Mechadendrites generally require less

hardy mountings, but all interface with the Cyber Mantle in
a similar manner.

MnormrroNT
Tier: I
Prerequisite: None
The character has mastered his body and its reactions by the

practice of meditative techniques, shutting down unnecessary

'fusctions that enables him to refresh both body and mind.

;$$c,ep$$ ,on a Willpower Test and l0 minutes without

MrcHrv Snor
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Ballistic Skill 40
The character knows the weak points in every a

material, and has the skill to ensure that his shots land

where they do the most damage. The character adds

Ballistic Skill Bonus to Damage the character inflic
ranged weapon.

Mrurc
Tier: I
Prerequisite: None
Vox synthesisers, training, or innate abilities allow the c
to accurately mimic the voice of another. The char

study the voice patterns ofhis intended target for ar

hour for proper imitation, and speak the same

character cannot accurately copy the voice of a

to the difference in physiology and the subtle cor:i
of most alien languages. Listeners must pass a Scru

Test with a -10 penalty to penetrate the deceptio-
character's study relied on vox recordings, or
conversations rather than in-person observation, thm
is no penalty to the Scrutiny Skill Test to see throug--

character's deception automatically fails if the lisr

clearly see him.

MrNroN oF CHAos
Tier:2
Prerequisite: Fellowship 45, Infamy 30
Though various means the character has acquired a

Such a Minion is less powerful than the character

tougher than most and come in a variety of forms s;

disturbing wyrd sorcerer, a well-trained traitor guari
a bloodthirsty alien mercenary. Details on creating ;.
can be found on page 135. This talent may be t
than once, each time adding another Minion to the ch

rettnue.

NsnvEs oF SrEEr
Tier:2
Prerequisite: None
Long years on the battlefield enable the character rc

calm as fire rains down all around him. The char

reroll failed Willpower Tests to avoid or recover from
In addition is seldom impressed by the aggressive

of his enemies and gains a *10 to Willpower T
resisting the effects of enemy Intimidation Skill

Nnvnn Drs
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Willpower 50, Toughness 50
The character's will or devotion to the gods can

when his flesh fails him. The character can spend
Point to ignore the effects ofinjury Fatigue, and

a single combat. This talent does not preventJ$e
allows the character to temporarily.igfs!9.

removes one level ofFatigue. duration of the combat. Death still
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eharacter's Psy Rating represents that character unlocking

more of his psychic potential and becoming more and more

powerful. A character may take this talent multiples times. Each

time this talent is taken the character's Psy Rating is increased

by 1 , to a maximum of 10. An increase in Psy Ratings in Brecr<

CnusloE does not give additional Psychic Powers. Characters

must have the Psyker Trait to take this Talent. This means that

only Sorcerers or Wyrds can take Psy Rating, unless a character

gains the Psyker Trait by some other means.

A character may not purchase a higher Psy Rating than

his Willpower Bonus plus his Corruption Bonus. If Heretics

start play with a higher Psy Rating (or gain a higher Psy

Rating through some other means), this simply means

he cannot make further purchases until their combined

bonuses increases.

Psvcgrc Powrn
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: Psyker

Either through training or natural development, the character

has learned an additional Psychic Power. This power must be

selected from one of the powers presented in Chapter VI:
Psychic Powers. The experience cost and requirements for

psychic powers are not the same as other Talents (as detailed

on page 77) and can instead be found in Chapter VI: Psychic

Powers. Characters must have the Psyker trait to take this talent.

Qurcx Dne'urz
Tier: I
Prerequisite: None
The character has practiced so frequently with his

that they practically leap into his hands in

simple thought. The character can draw and ready a

as a Free Action when the character is armed with a

Basic-class ranged weapon, or a melee weapon that

wielded in one hand.

RenreNr PnrsnxcE
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: Fellowship 30

There is something wondrous and bewitching

character, the way he holds himself and the look in

that puts people at ease, blurring their minds and i
their focus like moths to a flame. Everyone within 2C

that can see the character feels a touch of euphoria

being near him and suffer lessened effects from thi:

would upset of distress them. Those affected gain a

to Willpower Tests to resist Fear or against Inri;
attempts. This ability affects all those close to the

indiscriminately, though not the character himself.

Reprn Rrecrrox
Tier:2
Prerequisite: Agility 40
The character has honed his reactions to a razc:..

allowing him to act while most stand dumbfoundci
surprised or ambushed, a successful Agility Test al,:

character to act normally.

Repro Rnoeo
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: None

The firing ranges and weapon drill chambers rmq

character's constant abode, and hours of reloading .-

magazines or power ce1ls means that he can replae

without looking and without thinking. The characte:

all reload times, rounding down. Thus, Half Actio;
become a Free Action, a Full Action reload becornes

Action and so on.

Repron
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: Operate (Aeronautica)

Many warriors of the Ruinous Powers, especially

the Space Marine Legions, use jump packs so that

close quickly with his foes and rip them to pieccs

face. When the character makes a Charge Action

Pack his melee attack deals an extra dl0 of Damage

two Degrees of Success he scores on his Weapon

a maximum of two extra dl0.
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reroll failed Willpower Tests to resist any Psychic Powers

that affect his mind. Psychic Powers that have a physical effect,

such as Doombolt, are unaffected by this Talent.

Sunr SrmrE
Tier: 1

Category: Weapon Skill 30
The character's eye, hand and weapon act seamlessly together,

placing the characters blows where he intends. When making
a Called Shot (see page 234) melee attack, the character

reduces the penalty by 10 (so a -20 becomes a -10 instead).

Swrrr Arrecr
Tierz 2
Prerequisite: Weapon Ski1l 30

The character's speed with weapons is legendary allowing him
to launch flurries of attacks in melee. When a character makes a

melee attack, he scores one hit on the initial Degree of Success

on his Weapon Skill Test, plus one additional hit for every

two additional Degrees of Success. Additional hits are counted

as separate hits for all intents and purposes, roll their Damage

separately and are reduced by Armour and Toughness as normal.

Additional hits are made against the same body location as the

original hit. When using Dodge or Parry against a Swift Attack

then each Degree of Success scored with a Dodge or Parry Skill
Test negates one hit from the Swift Attack.

If a character is fighting with a weapon in either hand or
benefits from a Talent or Power which allows him to make

more than one attack in his turn only one of his attacks

may be a Lightning Attack and have the chance of scoring
additional hits. Melee weapons with the Unwieldy Special

Qgality cannot be used to make Lightning Attacks.

Texroowx
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: None
As a Half Action or when making a Charge Attack the

character may declare that he is attempting a takedown against

an opponent in melee combat. He then roll to hit (using his

Weapon Skill) as normal; using any modifiers for weapons and

talents (or the +20 bonus from Charging). If the character

hits and would have done at least one point of Damage (after

reduction for Armour and Toughness) it is ignored, but the

character's opponent must make a Challenging (+0) Toughness

Test or be stunned for 1 round and knocked prone. In addition,
when performing a Stun Action, the character does not suffer a

-2O penaky to his Weapon Skill.

Tencnr SnrncrroN
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Ballistic Skill 50

The character's dread gaze marks out his chosen victim, and

not even the riotous confusion of close combat interferes. The

character may shoot into melee with no penalry. If he aims

beforehand, he can avoid any chance ofhitting friendly targets.

Tncnurcer Kxocx
Tierl I
Prerequisite: Intelligence 30
Either through the ease oflong practice, or the propcr

to appease a weapon's machine spirit, the character

stoppages with a simple knock or solid smack of his

weapon. The character may un-jam any gun as a Half
but may only use this talent on one weapon per

character must touch the weapon (often quickly and

to make this talent work.

THuNnEn Cnencn
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Strength 5O

The character charges into combat using his bodv

additional weapon to push foes away or to the

Driven by rage and momentum, the impact of such a

can knock a foe flying or bring them their knees. \f,

character makes a Charge Action he can barrel

to get to his target. Make an Opposed Strength Test

the character and each foe in his way (i.e., each foe his

would take him past or through). Those that fail are

to the ground. Once the character has tested to knock

those in his way, he may complete his Charge and

attacks against his intended target.

Torer REcen
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: Intelligence 30
Mental conditioning or mental augmentation

character to record and recall great amounts of
effectively granting him a perfect memory. The cha

automatically remember trivial facts or pieces of i
the character might feasibly have picked up in the pas:

dealing with more detailed, complex or obscure facs
the exact layout of a defence network, the GM may

successful Intelligence Test to recall the information.

TnuE Gmr
Tier: 3

Prerequisite: Toughness 40
The character is able to shrug off wounds that would
men. Whenever the character suffers Critical Damagr

reduction for Armour and Toughness) reduce the

his Toughness Bonus (to a minimum of l).

Two-\il/nAPoN Sfrnrnsn
Tiert 2

Category: Melee, Ranged

Intensive training allows the character to use a

each hand when needed. When armed with two
weapons (either melee or ranged weapons), after
a Half Action Attack (this can be a Single Attach
Attack, or a Lightning Attack with ,a melee

single shot, semi-auto burst, or full-auto bu6lwtth
weapon), he may make a Half Action
same restrictions with the other
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Action. In addition, the character can passively detect psychic

effects and entities without the need to actively seek them out'

Whenever the character could detect such warp signature or

creature the GM rnay allow him to make a Psyniscience Skill

Test to detect it, in the same way he might use Awareness to

spot an ambush without knowing it is there.

$TnapoN-Trcn
Tier: I
Prerequisite: Tech Use + 10, Intelligence 40

The character has developed an extensive understanding of
advanced technological weapons and their functions, opening

them up and learning what makes them tick, hum or click'

Once per combat, the character can enhance his weapon

increasing it firepower and deadliness' For one Round per

combat Encounter, a weaPon personally wielded by the

character from the Melta, Plasma, Power, or Exotic category

increases its Damage and Penetration by an amount equal to

his Intelligence Bonus.

\ilfrrepou TnarNruc
Tier: 1

Prerequisite: None

Specialisations: Bolt, Chain, Heavy, Las, Launcher, Melta,

Plasma, Power, Primary, Shock, Solid Projectile and Throwing

The character can employ some of the most devastating

weapons ofthe battlefield. The character can use all weapons

with Class: Pistol, Basic, Heavy, Throwing' and Melee within

the group he has selected with this talent. When a character

attempts to use a weaPon he does not have the correct Weapon

f:..,* .*,. tr dFn-

Training Talent for, he suffers a 20 penalty to an\'--

Weapon Skil1 or Ballistic Skill Test. This talent ma1 : -

more than once, each time with a different specialis:.: -

$trrgrnrwrND oF Dnern
Tier: 2
Prerequisite: Weapon Skill 40, Weapon Train:--

melee)

When facing massed opponents in combat the :-.
becomes a whirlwind of death, moving, hacking, gui:--

beheading with ceaseless fury. When attacking a Hc-:

character deals additional Magnitude damage equ.-

his Weapon Skill Bonus.

S/rsrou oF THE Awcmxrs
Tier: 2
Prerequisite: Intelligence 40

The character has survived many wars, seen much a::
favoured with the experience of countless ancient ' -

during his life. Within his mind and soul he holds:-'
of knowledge and wisdom that stretches back to r:,
years of the Long War. The character may spend ar- :

Point to get insight on a situation and ask the GM a :-
(which he should answer as helpfully as possible) :-:':

immediate situation which his character faces' The ;
can be anything the character might legitimately knra

stories he has heard or his own experience. For examp-:

raiding an Imperial cruiser the question might be "*:

ltp

the Navigator's quarters."
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Sflouxos eNo MovsMENT
A Minion's Wounds and its Movement rate are both derived

from its characteristics (though they may be altered later

by the selection of certain Talents and Traits). A Minion's
Movement is based on its Agiliry Bonus, in the same way as a

PC, using Table 1-4: Structured Time Movement on page 39.

A Minion's Wounds are equal to twice its Toughness Bonus.

Exeuprn
Nicks tainted combat seruitor bas an Agiliry Bonus of 2 making

its ualf Moue 2, Full Moue 4, Cbarge 6 and Run 12. It also have

a Toughness Bonus of 3 giatng it 6 Wounds. If he later selects

Unnatural Tougbness, he ha to adjust its wound Totals.

Sxnrs
Just like their masters, Minions have access to a number of
Skills, often at varying levels of mastery. The number and ranks

of these Skills is dependent on the Minions level of power.

GMs may also restrict access to certain Skills for Minions

(such as Lore or Operate Skills) if there is no reasonable way

the Minion could have learned them. Unless the GM states

otherwise, all Minions start with one Linguistics Skill of the

players' choice, allowing it to communicate.
. Lesser: The Minion may choose 4 Skills at Rank I

(Trained).
. Normal: The Minion may choose 6 ranks of Skills (either

6 different Skills or fewer Skills at higher ranks) with no

one skill higher than Rank 2 (Trained).
. Greater: The Minion may choose 9 ranks of Skills (either

9 different Skills or fewer Skills at higher ranks) with no

one skill higher than Rank 3 (Experienced).

ExeuprE
Nick now selects Skillsfor his tainted seruitor. As it is aNormal Minion

be can cboose up to 6 ranl<s of Skills. He selects Athlaics at rank 2,

Awararcss at rank t, Evasion at rank 2 and Steahh at rank 1.

IAIENTS
,A Minion's abilities can be further enhanced by the addition

11:r,.i$ Talen* giving it great$ abilities with which to aid its
:M:ar:.,:ii.:r: 

- 
i

really define its nature and whether it is a skilt

bookish scholar or expert assassin. The number and:
Talents a Minion can take is dependent on its level o:

When selecting Talents Minions must select their

following all the normal prerequisite rules, such as

the Psyker Trait for psychic Talents. GMs may alsc

access to certain Talents for Minions if it does noi m
their background. Finally, unless the GM specially dc:
otherwise, Minions cannot take any of the Minion T::

. Lesser: The Minion may choose 5 Talents none :t:-

can be greater than Tier 1.

Normal: The Minion may choose 7 Talents

which can be greater than Tier 2.

Greater: The Minion may choose I 1 Talents u:
including Tier 3.

ExeuprE
Next Nick sekcts Talents for hb Minion. He wants it to 

'rt :
in close combat and quite hard to put dolrn. As a Normal ,\i::
tainted servitor can cboose 7 Talents none of wbich mE be c::'r
Tier 2. He selects: Bersak Charye (Melee Tier 1), Fksh Ra::.-

Tia 1), Frenzl (Mental Tier l), Sound Constitution (Pb,. -:
l), Two Weapon ftCbtt S (Melee, Ranged Tia 2), Weapo: -

(Chain) (IWelee, Ranged Tier 1) and CrippltngStrike (Me i* . :r

Tnarrs
More than anything else, Traits determine the r,:
of a Minion and whether it is a ravening daemo:-

machine or hulking beast. The number and types c: -
Minion can take is dependant on the Minions level :i
Some Traits also have variable levels indicated br' :
in parenthesis (X) denoting extra armour, multiplo a

similar things. When taking a trait the number of tl^-'.

depends on the power level of Minion as noted be,: -

a range of numbers is shown the player may choose:.

from within that range. The only exception to i:--
Unnatural Characteristic trait which may not have ;
number higher than the Minions associated cha:

bonus (in effect this trait may not more than doubl.

.fuisar',Talents are a vital part of a Minion and like Traits
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in mind that there is a difference between Minions and

friendly NPCs, and while they may only have three or four

Minions they may still command an army of NPC warriors

and servants.

tJsrwc MruroNs
Minions differ from NPCs in that they are not controlled by
the GM. Instead they are controlled by the player in the same

way as his own character. In effect, a Minion represents an

additional, weaker character run by the player, augmenting

his abilities in the game and presenting him with different
ways to overcome challenges. Minions are not, however,

completely subservient to their character's will (even the most

fanatical of followers are not completely infallible), and in
certain situations may not do what the character wants (or

they might just get it wrong).
Whenever a player wants one of his character's Minions

to either:
. Risk their life (combat does not count provided the

character is fighting alongside them)
. Perform a task out ofcharacter (i.e., refrain from attacking

a hated loe or from looting the dead)
. Follow orders in their absence (i.e., left on guard duty or

sent off to kill someone)

The GM makes a Loyalty Test for the Minion. The GM
rolls 1d100 against the Minions Loyalty (see page 137),

if the roll is equal or less that its Loyalty then the Minion
performs exactly as the player wishes, if the roll is greater

than its Loyalty then its nerve has failed or something has

gone wrong and the GM takes control of the Minion for the

remainder of the encounter.

ExeuprE
Nick\ tainted seruitor has been sent to kill an informant in tbe

underbive while bis character takes care of other matters. Becduse

tbe Minion is perforning a task on i8 own, the GM make a Loybl
Test for i. Rolling against the tainted seruitors Loyhl of 32 the

GM scores a 17, a failure! As a result tbe GM takes control of the

Minion for the duration of the nission and decides the outcome-
doubtlas\ tbere are some fresh bodies in the underhiue tonight,

though it looks like tbe infornant is not goingto be amongthem...

Iupnovruc Mruroxs
Unlike Heretics, Minions do not improve as the character gains

experience, and are set at the level at which they entered p1ay,

based on the Talent taken to acquire them. With the GM's

permission, however, players may upgrade their Minions by
upgrading the Talent associated with them. For instance, a Lesser

Minion, acquired with the Lesser Minion of Chaos Talent, could

become a Normal Minion if the player took the Minion of
Chaos Talent. In this case the old Talent is either discarded (and

its experience goes toward the new Talent) or the character can

acquire a new Minion for it. In both cases characters must still
follow all the Normal prerequisites for acquiring Talents.

When this occurs the player goes back through Minion
creation with his Minion and adds Characteristic Points,

.'S'kills,,Talents, Traits and gear to make up the difference

Lesser Minion which became a Normal Minion q:,i
another 70 points to spend on characteristics and :: -
characteristics up to 30.

Exeuprn
Nick's cbaracter has had his tainted seruitorfor a while a'::
upgrade is abilities. He takes the Gredter Minion of C;: ,,

(spending experience points and meeting tbe prerequisue:1 :' -

the tainted senitor up to Gredter status. This allows hitr . ^

through Minion credtion and add additional Cbaracra=: "

Skills, Talents, Traits and gear to make up the dffirenct :-:
current lewl (Nornal) and its new leuel (Greater). A/i.,: -rr
choose to either discard hb Minion of Chaos Talenr (;-.
doesn't need it as a prerequiite) and use its experience pr,:".:

for part of the Greater Minion of Chaos TalenL or he co',.:

a new Minion of Chaos.

REprecrxc MrNrous
It is likely that sooner or later a character's .i\l::
going to die (or he is going to grow bored with :
dismiss them from his service, possibly violently). n
happens the character does not lose the Talent usd
the Minion. Instead he may create a new Minion :;

its current level and its new level. For instance a
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Tasle 4-6: TRAITS

Trait Description
Amphibious Creature can breathe underwater.

Amoprhous Creature is a slow blob.

Auto-stabilised Always counts as Braced

and porson.

Dark-sight See in darkness.

Deadlv Natural,::*"'' ''*'*'*' Natural weapons lose Primitive Quality.Weapon

Bestial

Blind

Brutal Charge

Burrower

Crawler

Daemonic

Fear

Flyer

From Beyond

Hoverer

Incorporeal

Machine

MultipleArms

Natural Weapons

Phase

Possession

Psyker

Quadruped
Regeneration

Size

Sonar Sense

Soul_bound Bound to a particular group or creature

in exchange lor ccrtain bcnefits.

, Failed WP Test causes creature to flee,
Stamoede

trarnpling cverything in its path.

Stuff of Nightmares Gain appalling list of immunities.

+20 bonus 10 resist grapple and
Sturdv" lakedown.

Swarm

Touched by the

Fates

Toxic

Undying

ljnnatural

,9j11cteris,tic
r,Uiiiii*xal senses

Warp Instability

Creature is an animal, automatically
passes Survival Skill Tests, tests

Willpower to avoid fleeing.

Cannot see.

Fxtra damage on a charge.

Move by digging.

No penalties for moving over difficult
terrain.

Increase Toughness Bonus against

normal weapons, immune to disease

Forces others to make Fear Tests to
avoid shock and madness.

Has the ability to fly.

Immune to Fear, Pinning, Insanity
Points, and mind-affecting powers.

Can hover abovc the ground.

Insubstantial and weighless, cannot be

affected by mundane weaponry.

Creature gains imrnunities and

resistances.

Additional limbs grant extra atlacks.

Unnarmed attacks deal 1d10+SB

damage.

Switch between incorporeal and

corporeal as a halfaction.
Take control ofanother creature.

Creature has a Psy Rating of I or more,
can use psychic powers.

Movement equals ABx2
Test Toughness to remove damage.

Determines creature size and benefits.

Percieve surroundings ffawlessly within
30 melres.

Made of a swarm of tiny creatures.

Has Fate Points

Attackers take damage.

The creature is immune to many
environmental and natural dangers.

Increases one Characteristic's Bonus

Preceive surroundings by uncanny
means.

Creature must deal damage if damaged,

or be cast back to the warp.

Attaeks ignore armour enlir,ely,. . '

take a -30 penalty to Weapon Skill Tests and mosr

tests that ordinarily involve or are benefited by vision-

that this Trait indicates not only that the creature

but that it also has no other senses which would
same benefit as eyes. The Blind Fighting Talent

penalties to Weapon Skill Tests as normal for Blind
reducing it from -30 to -15.

Bntrrer Cnencn (X)
A creature with this trait deals an extra (X) points of
per attack when it charges in the same round.

Bunno'urzER (x)
A creature with this trait can move through solid
burrowing through them. The number in parenthesu,

indicates its speed when burrowing. Such creatures can

through soil, rock, sand, and so on, though some (er:
in the creature entry) can burrow through metal. v.

creature burrows, it leaves behind a tunnel. Creatures :r-

size smaller than the creature that created the tunnel ca:
these areas without impediment. There's a 50% chac::
round that the tunnel collapses behind the creature.

Cnl'umn
Worms, serpents, and similar creatures crawl and slithe:
than walk. The base move for a creature with this trar: :r

their normal movement rate (round up) as determined :*,

Agility Bonus, but they do not take penalties for mor-:.Lg

difEcult terrain.

DeruoNrc (X)
Daemonic creatures are creatures of the warp, r.:r
manifest in real space either through sheer strength :,i
hunger, or occult rituals. Creatures with this trait :

their Toughness Bonus against all Damage by the

indicated in the parenthesis (X) in the same manne
Unnatural Characteristic (see Unnatural Characterisc=
on page 144). The effects of this trait stack with the

of the Unnatural Characteristic trait. This increase is :

by Damage inflicted by force weapons, psychic po\\'e-
attacks, or other creatures with this trait. Daemonic

are also immune to poison and disease. Creatures rrfib
Daemonic trait also gain benefits when using Psychic

as detailed in Chapter VI: The Powers of the Warp

Denx-srcgr
A creature with this trait sees normally even in areas of
darkness, and never takes a penalry for fighting in
dim or no lighting.

FEen (X)
A creature with this trait has an unnerving appea

fear of it always has an associated rating (1*-4) to
how awful the creature is to behold and is indicated
number in parenthesis (X). The higher the Fear

harder it is for others to resist going iryage{}-e,$$e
as shown on Table 4-TzFear Rating!.1..ai"=l-.:;:'!
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TAELE q-8: Stzs

stze

Miniscule (1) (Autoquill, Knife)

Puny (2) (Bolt pistol, Servo-skull)

Weedy (3) (Gretchin, Human Child)

Average (4) (Human, Eldar)

Hulking (5) (Ork Nob, Armoured Space Marines)

Enormous (6) (Sentinel Walker, Krootox)

Massive (7) (Battle Tank, Greater Daemon)

Immense {S) (Land Raider, Great Knarloc)

Monumental (9) (Squiggoth, Baneblade)

Titanic (10) (Reaver Battle Titan, Ordinatus War Machine)

To Hit Modifier

-30
-20
-10
0

+10
+20
+30
+40
+50
+60

Base Movement

AB_3

AB--2

AB-1

AB

AB+ 1

AB+2
AB+3

AB+4
AB+5

AB+6

Stealth
+30
+20
+10
0

-10
-20
-30
*40

-50
-60

possess mortal bodies. This is a far more insidious and

process than most forms of mental control, or even the :

the strongest psykers to "wear" the bodies of others, as'

fabric of the assaulting warp being is merged with *rc

living body on a fundamental level so as to al1ow it ro
in our realiry The mechanisms by which these possessr

in the game are detailed below, although circumstance

nature of the entity itself may vary Note that

being extraordinary powerful examples of deliberate :

possessions, designed to bind and control daemons m

vessels, are a special case and dealt with separately.

The Possession Attack
The entity must be within a few metres of its

victim and use a Full Action. The creature and targ
Opposed Willpower Tests each round until either r-t
or the victim achieve a total of five Degree of Suc;

the other-this is cumulative over several rounds. If -.:

wins, it successfully possesses its victim. If their vic:
he has repelled the entity who may not attempt to

again for 24 hours. A repelled entity also takes I d I 0 :

Damage which is not reduced by armour or Tough

The Effects of Possession
A possessing entity takes control utterly, binding i

victim, and is capable of commanding the body to :t

regardless of pain and injury, (and indeed might

damaging or altering it to suit its whims). The victim i
its Strength and Toughness Characteristics by l0
ld10+3 Wounds. The victim uses the possessing

Intelligence, Perception, Willpower, and Fellowship,

the entity's Psy Rating and powers in place of is
any). Likewise, the possessed creature uses any mi

Skills and Talents had by the entity and loses its

The entity may also attempr to recall memories

from its victim with a successful Intelligence Test. ln
of possession by daemon the victim has a good

becoming immediately mutated, and likely
mutated the longer the possession continues ,(see

IX: Corruption and Infamy for more details on

Neruner Anuoun (X)
This creature has a naturally tough hide or an exoskeleton,

affording it some protection against attacks. The number

in parenthesis (X) indicates how many Armour Points the

creature gains to all locations. This trait does not stack with
armour. This armour stacks with worn armour, but not with
the Machine Trait.

Neruner $flrepoNs
This creature has sharp claws, teeth, spines or some other

natural weapon with which it can slice and dice its foes. It
counts as being armed even when not wielding weapons. Its

attacks deal 1d10 points of Damage plus its Strength Bonus.

The creature may make attacks with its Natural Weapons

using its Weapon Skill, though it cannot parry with its natural

weapons, nor can it be disarmed-unless, of course its limbs

are hacked offl (ln general, creatures with Natural Weapons

are immune to the Power Field quality, as it's assumed they

have enough teeth, claws, or spines to ignore a few being

removed.) Natural weapons have the Primitive (7) Special

Qgality, unless stated otherwise in the profile.

PnesE
A creature with this trait can transform its body into an

insubstantial state, passing ghost-like through solid objects

or barriers of any sort. This trait functions exactly like the

Incorporeal trait, except the creature may become solid

or insubstantial by spending a Half Action. Phase carries

additional limitations. A creature in a phased state cannot

cross psychically charged barriers, holy wards, or energy

fields designed to flux sPace or manipulate the warp, such as

a Gellar Field or a Void Shield.

Psvxsn
Whether due to unnatural influences, the srudy of forbidden 1ore,

or simply sheer force of wil| this individual is a Psyker, and can

bend the Immaterium to his wil1. Though this Trait has no benefits

on its own, it allows characters to purchase the Psyniscience Skill

and the Psy Rating and Psychic Power Talents.

PossnssroN surviving possession 
: ,

r 
. r'fusr spirit-beings and denizens of the warp have the abiliry to Should the v-ictim survive and the entiry #ci#Ul4_i!,-]-aT:: -F---- - ----o JllUUrU lllc YlLtlllt Jur vlvL drru
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IJNnvrNc
This creature has a strange and ill understood physiology. It
cannot be harmed by diseases, poisons, or toxic effects. It has

no need to breathe and can survive unaided in a vacuum.

tlNxeruner CnenecrrRrsrrc (X)
One or more of the creature's Characteristics is unnatural. This is

indicated by a number which is then added directly to the creature's

Characteristic Bonus. For example, a creature with a Strength of

41 normally has a 4 Strength Bonus. If the creature had Unnatural

Characteristic Strength (3) then its Strength Bonus increases to 7

(4+3). A creature may have this Trait more than once. Each time, it
is applied to a new Characteristic. In addition, whenever someone

with an Unnatural Characteristic succeeds on a Test utilizing that

Characteristic, they gain a number of bonus Degrees of Success

equal to half of their Unnatural Characteristic.

IJNNeruner SnxsEs (X)
The creature can perceive its surroundings using senses other

than sight or hearing, using special organs, fine hairs, or some

other disturbing trait to make itself aware of what's around it.

This trait always includes a range in metres indicated by the

number in parenthesis (X).

$flenp INsresrrrrY
Most warp-entities have a tenuous hold on our realin ,

maintained only by horror and bloodshed, and may be dis:-::

if sufficient harm can be done to their manifested fon:,, I

creature with this trait takes Damage and does not deal D:
or Insaniry Points on other creatures by the end of its nc-.'.: :

it must make a Willpower Test. The creature takes 1d5 D:.
for failure, plus I Damage for each Degree of Failure 

*

Damage cannot be prevented by any means including --
and Toughness. If this would deal Damage equal to or tn .

of the creature's Wounds, it is cast back into the warp.

\Jflenp $(/repoxs
Creatures with this trait have weapons that are p::
insubstantial, able to ignore such mundane things as a:

or cover. Natural weapons and attacks made by a r=
with this trait ignore physical armour unless it is create:'il

psychoactive materials or is somehow warded agair-s

v,rarp. Force fields still work against these attacks

j+.r:,;::.:++i:,





CnaPTER V,
ArunoURY

"Strength is an illusion conlured b1 nan\ cunning, the weapons he

wklds and his willingness to use them to tear thefacesfron hisfoes."

-Seventh Tenanr of the Blood Child

iolence is the currency of the Vortex. The visceral
tearing of the chainsword or the satisfying thump
of the bolter are music to the ears of the servants of

the Dark Gods, who revel in the destruction and death they
can bring. From the hated Imperium which surrounds rhem,

the inhabitants of the Vortex are armed and armoured largely
by the forges of their foes; weapons produced in the billions
and scattered across the void until they find their way into
the waiting hands ofheretics and renegades. Unbound by the
restraints of the Ordos and the Adepta, the followers of the
gods often modify, subvert, or alter their weapons, somerimes

even passing on the taint of Chaos to them.
Weapons, armour and equipment are vital to a character's

survival and his chances of overcoming his foes. A character
becomes much more effective when carrying the right gun
or wearing a good suit of armour, improving his chances of
winning fights and continuing his existence to bring glory
to the gods. This chapter covers all manner of equipment
available to characters in Brecr Cnusaoe, from humble
laspistols and auspexes up to potent suits of power armour

ACqUIRTNG EQUTPMEI;T
To acquire wargear, a character must first be able ::
and find it (or steal it from the corpses ofhis foesi). I -
begin play with certain weapons, armour, or gear :1
on their choices when they are created (see

Character Creation). All other gear must either t';:-
(or found) during game play or during downtir--.. :
game sessions. The acquiring of all equipment is,.
on the Availability of the item and the Infamy (c:--"r

his influence and resources) of the character. Fc: -
using Infamy to acquire equipment see page 30i.

CRAFTSMANSHIP
Craftsmanship represenrs the quality of an item. .:,
has been made or the kinds of materials used in i:.
All items have a Craftsmanship (usually Common) .r:
alter its performance in the game. The effects of Crai
depend on the item or service and can vary widel'.. '

and armour all use the same rules for Craftsmanship. .-i

below; other items and services will come into plar- .

and can be determined by the GM. As a rule, thoug:.
service may take longer and have lessened effecrs
Poor item may fail at an inopportune time. By ::
Good or Best service will take less time and come ri
included in the price, while a Good or Best item *-ill
made and survive harsh treatment. The effect
has on an items value and its cost to the Character ro
can be found in Chapter I: Playing the Game.

-and plasma cannons.
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the weapon cannot be fired is indicated with a "- "

though some weapons can be fired in more than one mode. If
this is the case each of its different rares of fire will be listed in
its profile. Characters must choose which mode they are firing
their weapon in before making their attack.

Dam (Damage): The Damage the weapon does and the
type of Damage it inflicts, for the purpose of Critical Hits (as

shown in brackets): (E) Energy, (X) Explosive, (R) Rending,
(I)Impact.

Pen (Penetration): Reflects how good the weapon is

at cutting through armour. When a shot or blow from this
weapon hits a target, reduce the target's Armour Points by
the weapon's Penetration, with results of less than 0 counting
as 0 (i.e., the armour provides no prorection at all). Then
calculate Damage as normal. For example, if a weapon with
a Penetration of 3 hits a target with 5 Armour Points, the
target will only count as having 2 Armour Poinrs againsr any
Damage the hit causes. Note that Penetration has no effect on
fields, but it does affect cover.

Clip: How many rounds,/charges the weapon holds when
fully loaded.

Rld (Reload): How many Actions the weapon takes to
reload. This is generally Half (for a Half Action) or Full (for
a Full Action). Some weapons can rake a number of Actions
over several Rounds. The number of Rounds is given as a

number, for example 2Full means that reloading takes two
Full Rounds.

Special: This indicates if the weapon has any special
qualities, such as creating a blast when fired or needing to
recharge between shots.

Wt (Weight): Represents how much the weapon weighs
in kg (kilograms).

Availability: This identifies the weapon's Availability and
is used when making Acquisition Tests to buy the weapon
(see page 306).

ST|EAPON SPECIAL
quArrTrES
Some weapons possess special qualities to represent such
factors as special Damage or unusual effects. The following is

a list of the most widely used weapon qualities. Many Special
qualities have an X in parenthesis after their name denoting a

variable number o[ 1 or more depending on the strength or
size ofthe effect. The value ofthis number as it relates to each
individual weapon with this Special Qgaliry can be found on
the weapon table.

AccunerE
Some weapons are designed with precision in mind and
respond superbly to skilled hands. They grant an additional
bonus of + 10 to the firer's Ballistic Skill when used with an
Aim Action, in addition to the bonus granted from Aiming.
When firing a single shot from a single Basic Weapon with
the Accurate Qgality benefiting from the Aim action, the
attack gains an extra Id10 Damage for every two Degrees of

,,,fllccess to a maximum of tlvo extra 1d10. These extra d10s

;;S&qgt g"n.rate Zealous Hatred

BereNcEo
Some weapons, such as swords and knives, are

that the weight of the hilt balances the weight of rhc
making the weapon easier ro wield. Balanced
a *10 bonus to Parry Tests when using this weaFra@

if the wielder is using multiple Balanced weapons
gains the bonus once.

Bresr (X)
Many missiles, grenades and some guns create an

when they hit their target. When working out a h:: fr
Blast weapon, anyone within the weapon's blast :
metres (indicated by the number in parenthesis) is

Roll Damage once and apply it to each person aii
the blast.

CoNcussrvE (X)
Some weapons create a deafening blast or shock u:*c
they hit. When target is struck by a Concussive

must take a Toughness Test with a penalty equal to -

the number in parenthesis (X). For example a wea:
Concussive (2) would impose a -20 on Toughness

and Concussive (0) would be a Test with no pene-:1"

fails, target is stunned for I round per Degree o: I
Additionally, if the target takes Damage greater i
Strength Bonus, the target is knocked Prone.

Cmpprruc (X)
Particularly cruel or deadly weapons sometimes

things like living barbs or shards rhar remain in thek
wounds causing them immense pain and even slorrl-,
them. When a target suffers at least one wound
weapon they count as being "crippled" for the
the encounter or until healed of all Damage. If a
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improved by +2, i.e., a weapon with Blast (3) become Blast (5).

The weapon also uses three times the normal amount of ammo
per shot and gains the Recharge Qgality.

MErre
Using intense blasts ofheat to excite particles and carve away
armour, these weapons can slag even the hardest materials
if fired from a close enough range. This weapon doubles its
Penetration when firing at Short Range.

OvnngEers
Certain weapons are prone to overheating, either because ofpoor
design or because they fire unstable superheated ammunition.
An unmodified roll to hit of 91 or higher causes the weapon to
Overheat. When this happens the wielder immediately suffer a

single hit from the weapon to his arm (left or right, depending
on which hand he favours). Once the hit has been resolved the
wielder must then make an Agility Test or drop the weapon as

a Free Action. Whether or not the wielder drops the weapon,
it must spend the following round cooling down and cannor
be used. Weapons with this Special Qgality never jam; and jam

result indicates they Overheat instead.

Pownn FrErn
A field of power flickers around weapons with this Qgaliry
increasing its Damage and Penetration. Such modifiers are

abe*dy included in the weapon's profile. When a character

successfully uses this weapon to Parry an attack (or -':nr

attack is parried) by a weapon without the Pou s:
Natural Weapon, or Warp Weapon Qgality or Trait. -:r:

7 5o/o chance of destroying his attacker's weapon.

PmvnnvE (X)
Crude and basic in design, these kinds of weapons, r'.:

deadly, are less effective than more modern weapoil!
rolling for Damage with these weapons, any dice ro1- r

than the number in parenthesis (X) counts as rhar nur-:
example a weapon with Primitive (7) would count all
rolls of 8, 9 or 0 as 7. These weapons still require a

score of 0 to generate Zealous Hatred as normal.

PnovEN (X)
Weapons with a Proven Qgality always inflict massirr
and treat any die roll for Damage lower than the Proven

indicated by the number in parenthesis) as if it were the !
rating instead. Thusly, a Proven (3) weapon would trea
roll of I or 2 as a 3 for the purposes of calculating

Rezon SHenp
Certain weapons or ammunition have the ability to slia
through armour if they hit just right. If the wielder
three or more Degrees of Success when rolling to hit wi
weapon, double this weapon's Pen when resolving the

TAtsLE 5-I : HALLUCINoGENIC ETT.ecTs

Roll Effects

, Bugsbugsbugsbugsl The character drops to the floor, flailing and screaming as he tries to claw offimaginary insecs' devouring his skin and flesh. ln game rerms, rhe characrer is Stunned.

My hands...l The character believes his hands have turned into slimy tentacles, or perhaps the flesh has begun to strip
2 off the bone in bloody lumps. Regardless of the particulars, the character drops everything he is carrying and spends rh:

duration staring at his hands and screaming. In game terms, the character is Stunned.

They're coming through the wallsl The character sees gruesome aliens bursring rhrough the walls/ceiling/floor/bushes aod

r opens fire. The character must spend each Turn firing at a random piece ofterrain wirhin his line ofsight. Any crearures caugk
J--" the line offire are subject to attacks as normal. Each round, choose a new target at random (use the scatter diagram on page 24d

determine rvhat direction that is, with a "7" meaning he shoots the ground, and a "0" meaning he fires wildly into the air).

Nobody can see me! The character believes he is invisible and wanders aimlessly, making faces at those around him. H:
4 waddles about in random directions each round (use the scatter diagram on page 244),wing a Full Action to move. Th;

character retains his Reactions.

I can ffy! The sky looks so big and inviting, the character flaps his arms trying to imitate a pterasquirrel. He may do nodi
5 but jump up and down on the spot. Ifhe is standing above ground level, he may throw himselfoffin a random directiom.

with the usual consequences for falling-appalling Damage or death being the usual ourcomes.

They've got it in for me... The character is overcome with paranoia, believing even his own comrades are out to get
6 him. On the character's Turn, he must move to a position of cover, getting out of line otsight from any other characters- :rr:

remains hidden until the effect ends.

, They got me, mother,.. The character believes that the gas is toxic and collapses to the floor as if dead-he counrs as

being helpless. Any other character who sees him "die" must pass an Intelligence Test or they think the character is dead

S I'll take you all on! The character is filled with a burning rage and a desire for violence. The character enters a Frenz. ler
page 124) and artacks the closcst opponenr.

g J'- only little! The character believes he has shrunk to half his normal size, and everything else is big and frightening- All other characters count as having a Fear Rating of I to the character.

The wormsl The character desperately tries to remove a massive fanged worm he thinks is slowly winding its way up his leg. i:

O holding a gun, he shoots himself with it, or if not, he hits himself in the leg with whatever melee weapon he is holding. If the
character is currently holding no weapon, he draws a random weapon from those he carries and attacks himself with it. Randor_
determine which leg the character believes to be trapped by the worm. The attack hits automatically and deals normal Damage.
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IJNnereucEn
Heavy and difFcult to ready after an attack, thes= r

weapons impose a -10 penalty to any Parry Skill l:n
wielding this weapon. Unbalanced weapons cann:-
to make Lightning Attacks.

LJNnrrreerE
Certain weapons misfire more often than normal b::-
are badly maintained or constructed. An Unrelia'c,.

suffers a Jam on a roll of 9 1 or higher, even if fire: :

or Full Auto.

LJr.rwgrnY
Huge and often top-heavy, Unwieldy weapor:
awkward to be used defensively. Unwieldy weap.--
be used to Parry. Unwieldy weapons cannot be uss:
Lightning Attacks.

S7enp $(/s.q.pox
Rare weapons are sometimes composed of the :-
of the Warp or crafted with foul sorcery to holi
and make them anathema to all living things. Wa-
ignore Armour and the AP generated from cover. i- -

and armour specially warded work normally again.

Toxrc (X)
Some weapons rely on toxins and poisons to do their
damage. Anyone that takes Damage from a Toxic weapon,

after reduction for armour and Toughness Bonus, must

make a Toughness Test with a penalty equal to 10 times the
number in parenthesis (X) or suffer an additional 1d 10 points
of Damage (of the same type as the weapon which inflicted
the hiQ not reduced by armour or Toughness. For example,

a weapon with Toxic (4) would impose a -40 on Toughness

Tests. Some weapons or creatures may carry additional effects

with their toxins or inflict more Damage as indicated in their
individual descriptions.

TerurEo
These weapons are infused with the power of Chaos, and

manifest the corruption in their bearer. Weapons with this

Qgality add their wielder's Corruption Point Bonus (the 10s

column of their Corruption Point total) to Damage dealt.

TwrN-LrlcKEo
A simple way to increase the firepower of a weapon is to
strap two of them togetherl Twin-linked weapons represent

two of the same kind of weapon fixed together and rigged to
fire simultaneously with a single squeeze of the trigger. When
firing a Twin-Linked weapon the wielder can choose to either
gain a + I 0 to hit or an additional hit if they score at least one

successful hit. Twin-Linked weapons expend twice their RoF
in ammunition with each shot.

il
It
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Taslp s-l: RANGEp \(papons
Las Weapons

Name Class Range RoF
Hell Hammer
----- 

----'-"- Heaw 300m S/-/-
Lascannon

Lasgun Basic 100m S/3/-

Laspistol Pistol 30m 
S/2/_

Las Carbine Basic 7 5m S/ 2/

Long-Las Basic 150m S/-/-

M41 Multilaser Heary 150m -/-/5
Solid Projectile Wbapons

Name Class Range RoF
Autogrn Basic 100m 5/3/10
Autopistol Pistol 30m S/-/6
Assauk Shotgun Basic 30m S/3/-
Bow Basic 40m S/,/-
Crossbow Basic 30m S/-/-

Flintlock Pistol Pistol 15m S/,/,

Flintlock Musket Basic 30m S/-/-

Hand Cannon Pistol 35m S/-/-

Harpoon Gun Heavy 40m S/-/-

Heary Stubber Heavy 100m -/-/8
Legion Shotgun Basic 30m S/2/*
M34 Autocannon Heavy 300m S/J/-
Reaoer

Autocannon

Shotgun Basic 30m S/ /
Stub Automatic Pistol 30m S/3/-
Stub Revolver Pistol lOm S/-/-
Stub Rifle Basic 120m S/,/,
Bolt Weapons

Name Class Range RoF
Bolter Basic 100m S/ 3 / -
Bolt Pistol Pistol 30m S/2/-
Combi-Bolter Basic 80m S/3/-
Heavy Bolter Heary 1 50m -/ / 6

Legion Bolter Basic l00m S/3/-
Legion Bolt Pistol Pistol lOm S/2/*
Lesion Combi-
;"i; 

- - Basic 80m s/4/-

Lesion Heaw
,.?.". Hearry l50m -/-/ 6

Melta Weapons

Name Class Range RoF
Inferno Pistol Pistol 10m S/-/
Legion Meltagun Basic 20m S/*/*
Meltagun Basic 20m S/ /
Multi-melta Heary 60m S/*/-

Dam

5d10+10 E

1d10+3 E

ld10+2 E

1d10+3 E

tdl0+3 E

2d10+10 E

Dam
1d10+3 I
ld10+2 I
1d10+4 I

1d10 R

1dl0+1 R

1d10+2 I

1d10+3 I

1d10+4 I

2d10+2 R

1d10+5 I

1dl0+6 r

3d10+8 I

ld10+8 r

1d10+4 I

1d10+3 I

1d10+3 I

1d10+3 I

Dam
1d10+5X

1d10+5X

1d 10+5X

ld10+8x
1d10+9X

1d10+9X

1d10+9X

1d10+12X

Dam
2d 10+ 10E

2d10+13E

2d10+ 10E

2d10+ 168

Pen Clip Rld

l0 5 2 Full

0 60 Full

0 30 Half

0 60 Half

1 40 Full

2 100 2 Full

Pen Clip Rld
0 l0 Full

0 18 Full

O 12 2 Full

0 I Half

0 1 2Full

0 1 lFull

0 I 5Full

2 5 2Full

0 I 4Full

3 75 2Full
O l0 2 Full

6 20 2 Full

6 40 2 Full

0 8 2Full
0 9 Full

O 6 2Full
I 5 Full

Pen Clip Rld
4 24 Full

4 8 Full

4 32 2 Full

5 60 Full

4 24 Full

4 I Full

4 32 2 Full

5 60 Full

Pen Clip Rld
12 I Full

12 6 2 Full

12 5 2 Full

12 12 2 Full

Special

Proven (3)

Reliable

Reliable

Re liable

Accurare, Reliable,

Felling (4)

Reliable

Special

Scattef

Primitive (6), Reliable

Primitive (7)

Primitive (8),

Innacurate, Unreliable

Primitive (8),

Innacurate, Unreliable

Crippling (5), Primitive
(e), snare (l)

Reliable, Scatter

Reliable

Reliable, Twin-Linked

Scatter

Reliable

Accurate

Special
Tearing

Tearing

Tearing, Twin Linked

leanng

Tearing

Tearing

Tearing, Twin-Linked

Tearing

Special
Melta

Melta

Melta

Melta, Blast {1)

Wt. Avai

55kg : .Eltreme\'

4kg Common

l.5kg 'Common

2.5kg Common

4.5kg Scarce

35kg Very Rare

Wt. Availa
5kg Average

1 5kg Average

).)Kg scarce

2kg Plenti|ul

3kg Average

3kg Common

/Kg Lommon

3kg Scarce

l8kg Scarce

30kg Rare

10kg Very Rare

40kg Very Rare

60kg Extremely

5kg Plentilul

1.5kg Average

1.5kg Plentilul

5.5\C Awrage

Wt. Availab
7kg Very Rare

l.5kC \&ry Rare

l2kg Extremell i
40kg Very Rare

1Okg Extremely I

5-5kg Extiemely

15kg Extremell'

45Vq Eitremely

Wt. ,.:'Av

3kg Extremely

,17kg ,. E!!iA.tnely

15kg Very Rare

40k9 1,.,,,11Y91y,'ar..
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rq GtrN
This projectile weapon fires a long, barbed spear attached ro
a rope or chain, allowing the operator to reel in a helpless

target. Such weapons are popular amongst the reavers in pirate
wolfpacks, as they can be used as impromptu boarding devices

or to maim a victim then pull them close for a "personal ki11."

If a target is snared by a Harpoon Gun, the operaror can

make an Opposed Strength Test with the targer as a Full Action
on his next turn. Ifhe succeeds, he pulls the target a number of
metres directly towards him equal to the Degrees of Success.

HEew Srussrn
The heavy stubber is a popular weapon amongst military forces
and gangers alike, as-like most solid projectile weaponry-
they are easily maintained and reasonably reliable. Heavy
stubbers are large, belt-fed hear,y weapons, often with long
vented barrels. Though not as devastating as a heavy bolter
of autocannon, they lay down an impressive rate of fire and
can shred infantry and unarmoured vehicles.

Heavy stubbers are typically employed with a bipod or
tripod mount to avoid the punishing recoil, though some

tough individuals may be able to carry them with exrensive

bracing harnesses or suspensors. Many patterns use an

ammunition belt of 100 rounds, though this often requires

a loader to ensure the feed doesn't jam. Howeveq healy
stubbers can also be purchased with a smaller drum magazine
of40 rounds that does not require a loader.

Ml+ AtrroceNxolq
An autocannon is a crew-served heavy weapon, a self-
loading high calibre cannon that uses dense solid shells to
punch through armour. Though unable to fully penetrate the
ceramite of Space Marine power armour, they decimate light
to medium vehicles and see widespread use in the Imperial
Guard and many renegade armies.

The M34 autocannon is an older version of a common
Imperial Guard pattern in the Jericho Reach, and uses a tripod
mount. It can be manned by one person, though it ideally
employs a crew of two to move and set up.

REepnn AtnoceNNon
The Reaper Autocannon is a particular type of double-
barrelled autocannon, no longer employed by the forces of
the Emperor. It is often seen amongst the ranks of Chaos
Terminators, who use the heavy volume of fire it lays down
to great effect, giving warbands an ability to take out healry

troops and light armour at range.

Snorcu.r (Huulll AND LEGToN)
Shotguns fire a smoothbore cartridge full of pelles
some Heretics prefer to fill the cartridge with wire :

even glass shards for particularly painful wounds), so

fires a high-speed cloud of lead. These robust and ;
weapons are popular amongst pirate raiders and

enforcers, as they can wreak havoc in close quarters
Some shotguns are specifically designed to -t

by Space Marines, although most of rhese were
possessed by the Space Marine Scouts of loyalisr
and "requisitioned" by the Traitor Legionnaires.

Srue Aurouerrc
The stub automatic fires larger-bore
projectiles than the autopistol, in single
shot or semi-auto modes. Like other solid
projectile weapons, its primary advantages

are that its cheap and easy to maintain.

Srus REvorvnn
The stub revolver is an ancient pistol design,

using a revolving chamber to hold stub

rounds. Though the design is exceedingly
primitive, it survives because it is also

exceedingly reliable-with few moving
parts and a simple loading mechanism.

Srus Rrrrn
The stub rifle is a common sight across the galaxy, a
rifle firing large-bore stub rounds. Like most solid
weapons, its primary benefit is ease of construcd,m

maintenance. Though dismissed as a pitiful civilian u'ea
some, the accurary of a stub rifle means many rebellions
with one well-placed shot to an Imperial official's head

BOTTWEAPONS
Bolters are bulky assault weapons which fire self-propellec
reactive shells called bolts, set to explode just afier
For maximum lethality. Bolter ammunition is e

difficult to manufacture, and there are many warlorcs
carry bolt weapons but never fire them due to the
ammo, especially within the Vortex. The standard boltr
is .75 calibre with a super-dense metallic core and di
tip; other variant shells exist for specialised purposes
penetrating armour plating or conducting silent assassi

BorrcuN
The boltgun (also referred to as a "bolter") is a

weapon that confers much prestige to the wielder.
heirloom weapons, taken in ritual duels or armed
passed down through generarions of owners. This
bolter is designed to be used by an un
although the recoil is still murderous.

,,,
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i:.,$g&count as Legion weapons, and follow the rules concerning
ii+ ;fu.t;egionnaires wielding Traitor Legion weapons.

\ITIEAPONS
Plasma weapons work using hydrogen fuel suspended in a

photonic state in either fuel flasks or backpack containers.

As the fuel is fed into the miniature fusion core inside the

weapon, the hydrogen energises into a plasma state, held in
the core by powerful magnetic confinement fields. When
fired, the fields dilate open and the plasma is ejected via a

linear magnetic accelerator in a bolt of superheated matter

akin to a solar flare in appearance and temperature.

Presue CeNxoN
Fearsome to behold, the

plasma cannon drenches

an area in molten plasma

when it fires-burning,
melting, and dissolving

almost everything it
touches. These weapons

are so large they require a
backpack fuel canister, though only
a Space Marine or their Traitor brethren would think about

carrytng such a weapon into battle. More often, plasma cannons

are mounted on vehicles, which can carry the specialised cooling

equipment needed to prevent catastrophic overheating. Like
many plasma weapons, plasma cannons can be fired on

maximal mode, in which case they become truly devastating.

Presue Gur.r
The plasma gun is

potent weapon capable

of punching a glowing
hole in almost any target,

though they are dangerous to use and difficult to find. The

ravaging energies held in check by the magnetic containment

fields sometimes burst from their restraints and pour out of the

weapon's specialised cooling vents. Though the weapon itself
remains intact, the unfortunate wielding it often does not prove

as lucky. However, plasma weapons are so rare and valued it's

often better that the weapon survive than the wielder.

Presue Prsror
The plasma pistol packs most of the

power of a plasma gun into a smaller

package, making it an extremely
deadly sidearm. Often a sign of status

and carried by powerful warlords or
high-ranking commanders, few weapons of its size pack as

much firepower.

LscroN Presue $fsepoNs
The Traitor Legions have long made use of larger plasma

weapons containing hydrogen fuel in a higher quantum state,

making them both more powerFul and more dangerous to wield.
The Legion plasma gun and Legion plasma pistol are simply
more potent versions of the plasma gun and plasma pistol, thus

FLAMEWEAPONS
Flame weapons project fire upon their foes and us
generically referred to as promethium, though it can

home-made concoction or other chemical brew

the local technology level. Most are a mono-propellant

ignites via a smaller pilot flame at the tip of the banel
some flamers use binary hypergolic fuels. Once
intense jet that spurts from the barrel creates a torrenr rr
fire, which spreads out in an inferno that burns even unj
leaving enemies hard pressed to put out the fire.

FreuEn
The flamer or flame

gun comes in a wide
variety of designs and

patterns, but all are ideal

for flushing out enemies in

cover and putting groups of
foes to the torch. The two most

common variants of flamers either have a

detachable fuel canister under the barrel or a hose

to a backpack canister.

A flamer can have a backpack fuel canister insie.rl

detachable clip. The backpack canister must be woir
user's back, doubles the flamer's clip size, and adds " l
the weight. The Availability remains unchanged.

HeNn Freurn
Flame pistols or hand

flamers are miniaturized
versions of the larger flamer.

Small enough to carry in
one hand, these weapons are

favoured by assault troops which can fire them once ;r
as they close with the enemy.

I{Erw
FreuEn
The heary
flamer is a

larger and more ,

cumbersome:
version of the ,

flamer. It is

often mounted on vehicles,

though it is just re4sonable enough in
size to be carried by an individual trooper.
Any lack of accuracy is more than offset by the u
of burning promethium that is almost impossible to
Heavy flamers must be fuelled by backpack fuel

the weight is already part of the weapon profile, bul
the canister must be worn on the user's back.

LEcroN Freup $TEepoNs
The Traitor Legions are able to carry

weapons with greater fuel reserves. These vreapons
out more promethium at a time, and thus deal.more
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CINOGEN
Hallucinogen grenades

psychological states and

making them go mad.

induce a variety of short-lived
delusions in its targets literally

Ilevwrnr
Designed to take out tech and vehicles, a well-placed haywire

grenade shuts down electrical systems within its field of effect.

Knex
Krak grenades and missiles use concentrated explosives to punch

holes in armoured targets such as vehicles or bunkers. The shaped

warheads makes them impractical for anti-personnel work.

PnoroN Fresn
Photon Flash grenades release a brilliant burst of light that
blinds opponents. Everyone in the blast radius must make an

Ordinary (+10) Agility Test or be blinded for a number of
rounds equal to their Degrees of Failure.

Suoxr
Smoke grenades release a dense cloud that obscures vision.

Sruu
Stun Grenades use a combination of a loud explosive and

flash of light to momentarily incapacitate targets.

organs. The punishing sonic waves can even rupture an:
armoul making the Blastmaster an eflective anti-tank \\'e=rrm,

A Blastmaster can be fired on two settings. ii :':
"Explosive Crescendo" setting, it counts as a Healy \\e
all respects. If on the "Hail oFNoise" setting, it fires c-.

discordant riffs instead of a single pulse, allowing it rc --t

on the move. Then it counts as a Basic Weapon in all :.

$frs
Web grenades release a mass of tangled goo that envelops

targets, literally stopping them in their tracks.

LncroN Gnrxenns
A Traitor Legionnaire can carry larger and more potent explosive

grenades than a regular human, though many of them utilise

regular grenades when supplies are hard to find. Legion Frag

and Krak grenades follow a1l the rules for Legion weapons.

EXOTIC WEAPONS
Some weapons defiz classification or are rare enough to only be

found occasionally in the hands of warriors within the Vortex.

This includes rare alien weaponry, ancient pieces ofarcheotech,

or unique devices created by a Vortex Daemon Prince or
warlord for his own personal use. Each is not only rare but also

difficult to operate. Such weapons require specialised training,
and each must be mastered separately with a different Talent.

Norsr MenrNr BresruesrER
The Noise Marines oFSlaanesh are warriors whose senses are

jaded and dulled by centuries of excess. Only the most extreme

sensations stir them, hence their use of sonic weaponry. The

louder and more discordant the noise, the more extreme the

emotional reaction provoked, and sonic weapons use sonic

waves to produce deafeningly loud, psycho-sonically and

pyrotechnically explosive results.

The Blastmaster is a hearry weapon that focuses a throbbing bass

Norsr Memun Doornr SrnrN
The Doom Siren is an arrangement

ofpipes and tubes that connects to
a helmet and magnifies the bearer's

war cries and howls ol ecstatic

pleasure into a manic shockwave
of destruction.

The Doom Siren mounts onto
the bearer's shoulders, leaving

both of the bearer's hands free to
carfy other weapons or perform
other tasks.

NorsE MenrNn Soxrc BresrEn
A Sonic Blaster unleashes waves of crippling and d:

harmonics to rip targets apart. Many Noise Marines ec:

with such weapons use them with manic intensity. Ti
up and down through the various chords and slidine
so that these devices perpetually howl with a m
agony and ecstasy.

When fired on Full Auto, the Sonic
Heavy Weapon in all respects (including

Blaster counn

into an explosive crescendo that can burst eyeballs and rupture

needing to



'lf,rlla relnrelf,ads ot'ta8;et E uII{lI1t dre16 oqt ot sluuodSauq

Suruado 'dtttra; asrtrgelsaP uEf, teql arol algelsun Pue IIEIq E

punole tltnq 'a,usseu st uodear'r srql 'sqdrunrrt rlalll Jo auo sI

alr^ap Iulnrq slqt Pue'sueau Palulet-d-rum q8no:ql pa;ar*od

suell pue fuuodearrr qll/r\ PaluaulJadxa 3uo1 seq lnse3 a8'log

NoNrw) uil(INtru-duvl([

'areds fq.reau aleuItsoP

rrlse3 a8.roJ uo sleltl tlaql sE {u,l.ro Jlaql uo os;n) qf,Jeas ol

sueau ou a^?q oLI^\'xr1o4 a8.rog3o so8ery aql dg roge rq8nos

dl.relnrrt.red orE sarl^aP qrn5 f1-relnrulreds uotlrun3leu

ol uaqr esnef lseel ,{.ra,r aqt le Jo 'streJalJe lurrSolouglat
Lorrsap pue rdn.rsrp leql slsJng 'raguet{J 3ut't'1o'r'a; e uo4

fS;oue rrtau8eluoJllala Jo sllog sa;g ;aleada; rllels aql
'xallo1 aqt ulqtl^\ daap 'as.lny laueld oql3o areJlns aql uo{
pa;alof,al uaag seg ut8t.ro uruoulun 3o uodeartr lualJue sIqI

uflIVfl.IlIU f,rl\ils

's:addrqs.rortr qsoueEIS uIElJar

qrrr* relndod Lllenadse uodeam aql Sulleru 'suolleulrnllBg

rrqtedoqrdsd qlIA leBJEl P eletlrederul uef, qselu snolxou

Suttlnsa: aql 's.raqlunel JIe aJnssard-qBrq olul PePEo]

arc pue 'tuayut,r dllerradsa eq uel sPIJo,  asagl 3o r8un;

snoglng aql uo{ Palso^rELi sa.rodg 'sarSolorq erreztg

Lllelradsa qll,,l\ xauo1 Sutruea.tr5 aql uI SPIJo^\ uleuef, uoU

lleq suodeo,r,r tuesraldun dlelaldruor pue a8ue.tls asaql

ulrl,sv] lrf,oils

'qluap ln3uled P arnsua 01 lalleg

aql 'sulxol 8utlre-tse3 PuB lualnll^ dlqrpa.rrut uI Pela^of, ar8

sprerls aseql 'as1nd rutrala-ou8eru 1n3-rartrod e ,(q palladold

PuE Pejalregs uolllunruue auqlelsf;r saJU auIJ ;alutlds

aql leplE IleO Ianll Pqe luaPPraP aqt dq pasn uodeor* y
irTrru ulIrNrT.IS

'uolsnard qtl^\ asn ot llnrgtlP rnq i{lPsaP

eleJnrrE lI saletu sIqI 'uBeq Surrq8rs luajellqf t
sulxol luelruIl qlIA\ PaPEol suBP uoJI pue sse13

3uo1 ;a,rear aqt 'xauon aql ult{ll. A lueIlEA agu :adm

lrTirru cNoT

Jlasuq aau ol seII aq sE sqjBg snol]l\ -3.-

qlrl\ tulq s;Eal Pue sPual osle lI 'ruIpIA aql de:lu: rll
srqt seop Lluo to11 'sPuEJls lueuelg-ouolrr plqjTtr

paxru 'leualeu qe,^ Jo ,{e.rds plos E sa;g qa,\\ :::lrr:

qa \ lo ragqo,l 1er:adru1 IEuoIlue uoJ e sB q)al e- 'T:

sf,dl.

'uollluiluue ;o Surpeola.r a.ltnba.l ]ou saoP:r.r.:

uodealy lluos eqt lar*od seq JnoIruB aql se F-:r *'n

;arrrod s,;nou.tE oql olul dllJaJIP Peqrene ale lEql s:q? :

seq uodea6 rtuos eql '(]q8ll .ro 'ueun11 'uot8alt:-':';nulr

Jo las e Suuea,t eq tsnu Ja.Ieeq eql 'uodear11 rlu;< :

d1ddns.ra,r,r,od s,Jnolute aqt uo{ dllra:rp o';' .::
:a,rod s,.ta.reaq aq] olul Pelooq ag ol pau8tsap a:: '

sauuew asloN aqr rog pau8rsap asoqt r{prgnads r--:'enu;

lsow 'eJ.lnos .tar*od go uos eulos a.rtnbe.r op ueuo ';x-*

E otur esrou smoj Pue ,llldtuu or pauSrsap are .';: :

suodea,t Jaqlo sE uolllunuue allnbal lou op e:lrJ;rq,

;buoduay'ilf,Iuoi



'ti
-t

,EI

t:
i;l
Vrl
hi
LTE Iirhd.

q'

HAINW(EAPONS
Chain weapons have been a popular choice for warriors from

the days of the Great Betrayal. Brutal and merciless, they were

the perfect assault weapon for the Crusades. A1l use rapidly

whirling chains of serrated metallic teeth that run across the

weapon's striking edge, ensuring that even a glancing blow

can rip apart armour and reduce flesh to gory ruin. Few users

bother to disguise their loud engine noise, preferring the

recognisable sound and sight of the weapon to instil greater

terror in their foes.

To use chain weapons the Heretic must have the Weapon

Training (Chain) Talent.

CrmNaxE (LncroN eNn
Huueu VenreNr)
Combining the heft and fury of an d-)tl

axe with the terrible rending teeth fi 1 {
of a chain weapon, the chainaxe is a ffc
favourite implement of many warriors. \r-i
Heavy and brutal, they are the perfect

messenger to inflict their user's righteous
hate on their foes. The Roth-pattern chainsword

is one of the more common variants seen in the

sector, used by both loyalists and heretics alike.

The ancient Deimos-pattern Mark II Legion

chainaxe is much more powerful, drawing on

the additional support from the wearer's power
armour to drive the heavier chains at greater

speeds. The Legion variant is a Legion weapon

and follows all the rules for the use of Legion

weapons. This is a one-handed melee weapon.

Cnerx Deccsn
Small in size, these miniature weapons can easily be brought
into play from hidden holsters. Their increased deadliness can

literally give an edge in knife fights. This is a one-handed

melee weapon.

CnerN F{arsERD
A rare variation more widely seen in underhive forces within
the Calixis Sectoq chain halberds feature a long staff with a

double-sided chainblade operating only towards the end of
the weapon. They can be used as either a slashing or thrusting

weapon, with the lighter weight from the smaller chainblade

allowing for more flexible defensive manoeuvres, the

thrusting attacks preferred in the crowded and claustrophobic

underhive passages. This is a rwo-handed melee weapon.

CHerNswono (LncroN AND

HuueN VemeNr)
As the name suggests, chainswords are roughly sword-like

in shape with a large flat housing containing the chain.

Chainsword variants often used by Chaos followers often

. 'have the entire blade chassis opened to expose the chained

;.,tfcfh. This makes the weapon more dangerous to both user

;iffiiffoictim, but for a truly dedicated warrior this is of little

concern. Like all their weapons, the chainswords

Legion forces are longer and heavier, fit only to be

these mightiest of warriors. The Legion variant is r
weapon and follows all the rules for the use of
weapons. This is a one-handed melee weapon.

-qF,n <F€):>-

Pnosos-PATTERN Crrerx Gnre
This huge two-handed weapon can run almost nr-r

length, with a long grip and weighted pommel to allcni

semblance ofbalance in use. The chained teeth are e

the entire length, so that the user can swing it in boft
in combat more like a flail than a real sword.

in Forge Polix as a tool for ripping apar"t large

armour during construction, the tool was repurposeci r
of Khorne who found it brutally effective on the barrid
is a nvo-handed melee weapon.

XEnxEs Anu-MouNTED CHerN
This ancient weapon design uses a chainblade

integrated forearm covering an armoured gauntlei

supply. Heary and solid, it can tear open bunke:
armoured chestplates while keeping the hand fret
ranged weapon. This bulkier assembly bears

to a crude chainfist, scrapped together by Heretei
within the Vortex. This is a one-handed melee

this weapon can be used while gripping another r

the same hand, however the wielder must choose -.2

with which he is attacking on a given turn.

POSTERWEAPONS
Power weapons come in a variery of designs each r,

disruptive energy field comprised ofcrackling dischare:

along the weapon's striking edge. This field impacts t
force, enough to slice apart most armour and rend ,

horrific ease. This means the actual design of pou-r
does not always matter-some, such as the power

regular weapon designs, while others (such as the

Adeptus Astartes Chaplains) appear to be harmless

office until the power field activates. Most can operare

as a regular Primary weapon when not powered

power is exhausted or disabled in the midst of comt'ci
To use power weapons, a character must have *rc

Training (Power) Talent. lf not activated, the

as a Primary weapon of the most appropriate type

FeunN Mecos Powsn AxE
Those Tech-priests who renounce the False

sometimes keep their Cult Mechanicus Power

transform them into even more powerful weapons

of their proper allegiance. These axes count as

combi-tool. The user may also attempt to corrupt
technologies and their Machine Spitits while
with them on a successful Very Hard (-:30.)



firyen-6 (6) o,ussnruo3

aqr sute8 ll '.sPueq or*l t1lll"r Pasn uaqa 'rala'^ oH 'uodea'r'l

aalou PaPuELI-auo E sl slql 'JnourrB alBllauod Jallag ol

runnueruepu pa4ds.;o saBueg lerutauu.{s PaPnllul uodea'u'

a8ll uratted-soulao aql se qlns sluelrel ,{uupar'lo.;
a,rtssardwl Jo s1y\olq a)IJls ueJ alPu agl pa;ar"rod aouo

luodearrr aql astS.raua ol Ueq aql uI Jolelllf,e qunqt 8 qll^\

uollJn]lsuoJ PJE^/r\JoJlqSIerls r{1e,rtlt1al e st qreE'sarSolouqrar

plag ;a,,l,rod Pale^of,slPar ,,{y'rau agt Jo uolldoPE eldrurs e

sElt\ areu ;a,r,\od aql 'saPesnl] aql uI 
^llBa 

padola'req

lrDvIA[ )rlr/a.od

'uodear* eolau PaPueq-auo E sI sIgI
'snuog qr8ua:ls s,Jasn aql salgnoP uoduartr sIqI 'slnoure

lassal ur ueql JEe^\ ol sallddns la,r,rod Palunoru lced)lJeg

ldope s.raqlo tng 'sauIJEW ared5 soeq3 Pellns-Joleululal
;o3 uodea.rl prupuels e ale 

^aIJI 
'Surteld IInq Paloq Pue

'rnoru.le pa.rntdn: '.auog PUE qsau Jo s;a,l.oqs uI sllnseJ lI
toBJEt e sdr.r8 :o saqlund Jelea^\

eqt uoq,l pue tapunu8 Pozls.Ia^o
aql punorrns sPlag dS.roua

'patE^IlrE uaq11 'tq8ru :raqt

Puersqll^\ uel elllll IEIJ] qrns

sarurl ,{ueu; qt8ua.tts s,;asn aql

Surrlrldrue 'ar.ro3 Sutqsn;o ut

alBullln Oql arB slsu Ja.4 od

mril ulr/a.od

'uodeart aaleu pepueq-ouo E sI sIqI 'all;ls ol Pasn uaq^\ aPEIq

aql 3o ,{ru8atul aql ule}ulelu ol PIaU ;ar'rod ltaql Jo qfuorts

aqr uo ,{1a.r pue slaffiep ultll Jo turoJ oql olBl ,{aql ,{luoruruo3

lerDre;durt og Ppo.^ suodeartr snol^go ejoru eJel{./Y\ suolssltu

uorturlluul JoJ elqenle ul aJE so^Iul IIErus aseql 'algelearuor '{lseE
tovTg ulr/Nod

'uodeartr aalau

pepueq-auo e sI sIqI 'suodeam uot8al Jo asn oql .IoJ selnJ

aql II8 s1r\olloJ pue uodea,r,t uor3a1 e sI luBIlEA uor3a1 aq1
'esea qlll( olru uI ao3 u 8uDt1s 3o alqeder 's'raplat'u ;taql

se dlpeap pue SuItBPItuIluJ sB a.Iu sluBIJe  uor8al 'uoduam

slgePlujoJ B JoJ alBlu ,(aql satS:aua plag--ra'r'\od 3uL'to13

lreql ul Paqleaj./r\ lou ueq,^A ua^a 'allJls al8uts e uI saoJ lsolu

t.rede >peg uur ,{aql asn ol ,{plavtrun leq.^Aeuos allq^\ roJ

'spenbs llnusse alrla ,{ueu3o elIJno BJ e a.le suodear"r aseql

(ruvruvzr rwillnH
oNv NorcflT) T)rV uir/Nod

'uodee,r,t aaleu PePueq-auo B sI srql-t;rud
alelndtueru ol alqe ag Leru lng '1pnb e dn v:a:

lou plnor auo 'a1duexa.ro3) slset a.nttelni:-::ru.

lnq Lue .IoJ Pasn eq louuBf, puu tQlnq -L:' ;
go aa;8aq .rad a8uureq3o slutod IEuoIlIFs: : Iq

lred u se pasn uaql 'llor lreDv aql uc i:;:mm

:od a8eueq Jo rulod IeuoIuPPE ue oP s1'.a -

'suP::- -ll

^(q pasn ag uEJ lng 'osn ol Jnouue Je'f :':

Surulq8ll Jo tuslrel sIqI '^IIIIqIXaU IEI::r-
al8urs aqr .ra3ard 11us ,,{ueru lng 'a8esn--r'.:-:

plno^\ suolle;n8guor latE'I'lellune8 ::'-.::

pa8ue; e ,fu;er ol JoI.IJe,lA aql 3uvtlo11e '-.''-,-:

Jnorurv Joleulru.IelJo slaPou d1:e1 'as:: --.
lsorule l;ude oJIIS uEf, s/y\BIJ oql 'pale,rtue -'- - ^

plag rarrrod JIaI{l lnc - -. ',

PIno.^ aPelq L-:r: :

lUeIlEA e::::'.r'
l(\\arJ f-\C"

'uodea.'r. :; : -
e sr srqJ 'snuog qt8ua.lls s(rasn egl s.?.:-::
rnoruJe JolEuIruJeI uI pasn aq dluo , eiu :-- :-
.roJ salnr alll ile s,/y\olloj pue 'uodea,$ ;1;:- rr

'(.rap.rr8 uo:t L,reaq e olelndtueu :- :,;trl

'1pnb e dn prd to uodeem B esn lou plnLl-- :-:
slsel a,ltlulndtuelrl JIseq lsou aql lnq ,(ue ::-- r;rflliirr

pue tsu ;amod e se ,{1pq se st lallune5 ---'*:
palnoujJE ,{I,reaq lsoru agl uala lsute8e :--::-t

asn oq^\ 's.roteutru;at soeqo Lq pasod.rnJ:: ''''"*
,{aq1 'saperr.r.leqJo alqelgnoPa; aql urna r--.':-: ri

UBJIpIoA uado ;eal ot POsn aq PInoA\ .'.:-- ;":iiirr,irtm'

Surpreoq uI asn roJ pou8rsap .'{11eur3'i:

,{1.radord uodeartt e qrns alu;ado uEf, stlns :a-.- :-l-,iiiiirr',

asoql dluo Jnoute ;ar*od ut seuIJEI/r{ aJ.j. i:'nlr"- "

d,rueq oo1 'a,^,o13 aqt ruo.lJ Sutpualxa ;:r;::rilI1llllllilr'

PaJJoJuIaJ Uoqs E qll^\ lsu :artrod e i:;;;;iilrfiiilrrr

a8nq aq1 'apelquleql B_:. --i

ISrflNrt-I{J

'uodea,u ealaui PePueq-or\u i i i:-L
mogag dq ]dacxa aygesnun PuB po8euec -a;;

:_lu{

r* lllllll



Tasle s-6: IIIELSe \(eapoNs
Chain-Weapons

Ir[aiiiil:rl:.;:"r'. ', ': 'r Class
Arm-mounted

Cr'rr"rll. 
- Melee

C-hain Dagger Melee

Chain Greatsword Melee

Chainaxe (human) Melee

Chainaxe (Legion) Melee

Chainsword (human) Melee

Chainsword (Legion) Melee

Chain Halberd Melee

Power Weapons

Name Class

Fallen Magos Power Axe Melee

Legion Chainfist Melee

Lightning Claw Melee

Power Axe (hurnan) Melee

Power Axe (Legion) Melee

Power Blade Melee

Power Fist (human)f Melee

Power Fist (Legion)f Melee

Power Mace ft Melee

Power Scythe Melee

Power Sword (human) Melee

Power Sword (Legion) Melee

Exotic Melee Weapons

Name Class
Axon Razor Melee

Bone Maul Melee

Fang Dagger Melee

Flensing Blade Melee

Q5al Glass Dagger Melee

Range Dam

1d10+2 R

1d10+1 R

2d10+2 R

ld10+4 R

1d10+5 R

ld10+2 R

1d10+3 R

1d10+3 R

Range Dam
2dlo+4 E

2d101 E

1d10+6 E

1d10+7 E

1d10+8 E

td10+l E

2dl0 E

2d10 E

1d10+6 E

ld10+7 E

1d10+5 E

ld10+6 E

Range

Range Dam
1d5 r

1d10+4 R

rd10 r

1d10+2 R

ld10+5 I

Range Dam
1d10 r

1d10+2 I

3m 1d1O+1R

Pen

3

Special

Tearing

2 Tearing

3 Tearing, Unbalanced

2 Tearing

3 Tearing

2 Tearing, Balanced

3 Tearing, Balanced

3 Tearing

Pen Special
6 Power Field, Unbalanced

10 Power Field, Tearing, Unwieldy

8 Power Field, Proven (4), Special

6 Power Field, Unbalanced

7 Power Field, Unbalanced

5 Power Field

8 Power Field, Unwieldy

9 Power Field, Unwieldy

4 Power Field

7 Power Field, Unbalanced

5 Power Field, Balanced

6 Power Field, Balanced

Pen Special
0 Force

3 Unbalanced, Force

0 Balanced, Force

2 Balanced, Force

5 Force, Warp Weapon

Pen Special
O Shocking

0 Flexible Shocking

0 Flexible, Shocking

5 kg Ra;:

:1kg' narr

16 kg Sca:--:

13 kg Aver4r

14 kg Err:,-::l:

61,€ Aver4r

10 kg Err::::

8 kg Rare

wt
1 kg Nea; -
l0 kg Near

4 kS Near -
I kg'. Near

4 kg Unic:r

Wt Avai

3. .kg, ..r.':Scarc
5kg.. Rare

4 kii:,.,:,Rare

Wt
9 kg Exr:

a8 kg

30 kg Exc

8kg
10 kg Ex

3 ke Very

13 kg Ver.-i,ruc,

25 kg

8 kg Err:
gkg Ven

I kg Ver. iur"
tkg

Dam Pen Special Wt AvaiL
1d5 R 4 Crippling (5), Razor Sharp, 1 kg Nea: -
2dl0 I 2 Unbalanced, Tainted 7 kg Neari

ld10 R 2 Warp Weapon 2 kC Nea: -
ld10+5 R 3 Razor Sharp, Balanced 2 kg. . Exra
ld10+2 R 6 Toxic (1) I kg Exri::

1d10+6 R 10 Balanced, Power Field, Special I kg Unig
1d10+6 R 8 Balanced, Felling (l) 2kg Exr:r:

1d10+7 E 7 Balanced, Flexible, Razor Sharp, Special 1 kg U**"
1d10+3 R 4 Balanced, Toxic (z) ffft 2kg Exrr;:

1d10+6E 7 Balanced 3kg Near

Hellbladefff
Frozen Shard

Velklir Rapier

Melee

Melee

Melee

Plague Sword Melee

Searing Blade Melee

Force Weapons

Name Class
Force Rod Melee

Fo.rce Scythe Melee

Force Staff Melee

Fotce Sword Melee

Staff oF Change Melee

Shock Wcapons

Name Class

ShoCk Maul Melee

Electro-Flail Melee

Neurat'Whip Melee

f Chainfsts and Power Fists double the user s Strengtb Bonus wben adding to Melee Damage.

ff Concassiae (0) wben used with wo hands.

fff Hellblada add an additional 2 Damagefor euerl death tt inflrcted in that combat.

ffff nlague Wedpons inJlict 1dl0 Wounds and 1d5 Toughness Damdge when the Toxic Te* isfaikd.
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demanded such powerful teeth. Some have noted that each

is also imbued with faint Warp energies and at microscopic

examination the tip appears indistinct as if it were blurred,

making them wonder if they even came from this reality. These

rare weapons are often possessed as signs ofpower and coveted

by the warlords and Chaos pirates that prowl the Vortex.

Fang Daggers inflict one Corruption Point on the wielder
and target each time they inflict Zealous Hatred. This is a

one-handed melee weapon.

FrENsrNc BrenE
The refined version of the more common meafworking knife, a

flensing blade is designed for actual combat where its wide and

thin surface can slide to the bone, removing flesh in long strips

of raw meat. Most are perhaps a meter long and made of special

ceramics that can hold the edge despite their thinness. All are

a product of underground cults of carnivores commonly found

amongst the crews of vessels that frequent the Screaming Vortex.

These sadistic cults take special delight in making their foes part

of their ceremonial feasts. This is a one-handed melee weapon.

Clser Gress DeccEn
Glass daggers are crystalline blades, beloved by the sorceror-

technocrats ofQ5al and a common tool of assassination among

their glass-towered cities. The entire dagger is made from a

single crystal length, including the hilt which is wrapped in
leather or plastic so it can be gripped effectively. Despite the
name each is almost indestructible until they pierce flesh and
are bathed in blood, at which point a small part sheers away

and shatters into tiny fragments. The resulting wound becomes

badly infected as the pieces rot into black ooze, necrotizing
the surrounding tissue. Many Death Cultists literally kill tor
the chance to use such a blade, as the lingering death that
results if not quickly treated gains them much status with
their peers. This is a one-handed melee weapon.

flnnsrenr
The feared Bloodletters, warrior-daemons of
Khorne, wield these powerful Warp-forged r.

blades. On very rare occasions a mortal has

bested one of these Daemons and claimed this

potent weapon. A jagged metal sword, blackened

but edged with glowing red embers, a hellblade

is the physical manifestation of the sheer bloodlust
of the user. Few mortals have the strength of will
to wield such a weapon. However, the more blood
it sheds the more powerful it becomes, glowing
with ever-stronger crimson hues as blood flows.

Hellblades inflict more Damage with every

kill, and add +2 to their base Damage for
every death caused during a combat (this

resets after every combat encounter). The

sword is infested with a malign spirit, however,

and never wishes to be put away. The user must

take a Very Hard (-30) Willpower Test in order

to remove it from his hand or place it in a scabbard.

This is a one-handed melee weapon.

FnoznN Snenn
Legend says that these blades are tiny shards oi:-,
Heart of the Screaming Vortex, gifted by the R';: .

themselves to their champion in ancient millen: -

from owner to owner over many centuries, the : :iiiul

blades are impossible to disguise as no paint or I::i- L

adhere to their frictionless surface. Their points s. :
armour to find the smallest joint or defect, anc :--
through flesh in a whisper-like strike that is almosl --'
until arterial blood shoots out as the blade is withi ; ' ,'m

is a one-handed melee weapon.

Vrrxun Reprsn
Many of the sorcerers of Velklir on Qpal are acr-

by elite bodyguards as they make their deals wiu:
and pirates. These bodyguards are expertly trainei :-

a unique pattern oFsword that sends chills down i:::
even the most seasoned slaver. Any Heretic who fanc,:
a swordsman would sell his soul for this weapon, oi:-r
someone else's. Impossibly thin, the blade seems :::r1r

of light than metal and shimmers with an iridesc.-;

white colour. It is also seemingly unbreakable no r:::
massive weapons it might act to parry. In comba: ::u
twists and bends towards its target as if it was guic-:g
itself, when removed blood drips off as if the ii
disdainful of such an easy kill. Users often feel or,rr
after these combats, but this seems a very small pri;:

After the rapier is used to kill an opponent, the user -
Challenging (-0) Toughness Test or suffer one level :r
as the rapier literally drains them oftheir life force, th:
make further kills. This is a one-handed melee weapol

PrecuE S7repoxs
Each of these corroded iron blades is coated with
numerous diseases, the better to spread Father

blessing across the galaxy. Only those pure in his

as his Plague Marines are granted such a weapon
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for there can be no telling when the next power recharge might

come or mechanical repair faciliry may be found.

the comrpt Imperium, weapons like these are essential, to be a weapon but used in combat. This is a

melee weapon (although at the GM's discretioo

require two hands instead).

To use primary weapons effectively the user must have the

Weapon Training (Primary) Talent. Certain Primary weapons

may also be thrown as a ranged weapon, in which case they

are labelled as Thrown weapons.

AnuounnD GAUNTLET
These simple metallic gloves are worn over the hand to

allow a degree of protection and to add to combat damage.

Sometimes they include small spikes or cutting edges to

further increase the blood shed by each blow This is a one-

handed melee weapon.

Lrcrox Cor"rsAT KNrrr
A formidable weapon and one that only the great warriors

of the Chaos Space Marines would call a mere knife-if
it were not for the too-wide grip, humans could use these

impressive blades as swords. Tough and thick, these knives

are designed for in-close fighting and stabbing and are often

the last weapon a Space Marine will use when all else has run

out of ammunition or power. This is a Legion weapon and

follows all the rules for the use of Legion weaPons. This is a

one-handed melee weapon.

AxE
Many a Heretic will swear their axe is their most prized

weapon, valuing its simplicity and brutality. With each strike

they can fully express their hatred of the Imperium, with
each cleave they chop away at the hypocrisy and failure

maintained by the its deluded followers. This is a one-handed

melee weapon.

Gnrer SfsepoN
The catchall term for the larger and heavier version of most

melee weapons, these require two hands unless the user has

exceptional strength. Be they giant axes, massive hammers, or

even huge swords, they all are exceptionally brutal weaPons

that inflict serious damage with each strike. This is a two-
handed melee weapon.

FIeunaEn
Hammers are larger versions of the regular hand tool, using a

massive weighted end to inflict a harder and deadlier blow. As

they can be carried openly by workers, they are doubly useful

for Heretics plotting raids against Imperial installations. This

is a one-handed melee weapon.

Iupnowsro
As the name suggests, improvised weaPons are any heavily

weighted object a Heretic finds themselves using when there

is nothing else available. They can range from broken table

legs to heavy rocks to severed limbs; using the butt end of
a .ranged weapon such as an autogun will also count as an

KNrru
Few warriors use a knife as their primary weaFla

indeed would ever be caught without at least crm

as a backup. Most hive gangers wouldn't feel a:

dressed without at least three on their perso:

who seek discretion prefer at least one secreted

problems ensue. This is a one-handed melee

ScwnE
A common fieldworker's tool, scythes are ah-,

combat where their sharp blades and long rea&

effective in mowing flesh as well as grain. Thx
handed melee weapon.

SHrErn
Many warriors carry some kind of protective

hand when going into melee combat, ranging frcm

rectangles of reinforced wood to sophisticatei

plasteel. This is a one-handed melee weapon.

SpEen
A common hunting too1, spears are also commor- r
medieval worlds where they can be used to imp;r
fighters or their steeds. This is a one-handed mele:

Srerr
A basic length of wood or plasteel, a staff is i
enough sight that few would be concerned upor

being carried. In the hands of a master howeve:

easily dispatch even armoured warriors in seconc:

two-handed melee weapon.

Swonn
The generic name for the basic hand-blade, th:
perhaps the most widely used melee weapon. Re.

to manufacture, even untrained fighters Cao csrrr

combat with some measure of success. Swords can

mass-produced blades of cheap metal to lightweig:r
with elaborate versions made from Tyranid talons cr

bones. However, as with most melee weapons, it ::
skill of the user than the actual weapon that

winner of the conflict. This is a one-handed melee

IIIOPIFYING
\[eaPONS

f n addition to varying levels of Craftsmanship

I can be modified in a variery of ways. Cuns

I upgrrd., such as sights and variant types of "q
;,:-improvised weapon. This also includes drive chains, lengths of
.t:l*k,gsed as a garrotte, and in general any item not designed

blades can have monofilament edges or
fields. Alternately weapons can also bedown
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oNo
Mono weapons have specially-fashioned blades with superfine
edges, which can easily cut through armour and never lose

their edge. Mono weapons lose the Primitive Qality and
add a +2 bonus to their Penetration. The Mono upgrade can

be applied to a power weapon, but it has no effect whilst
the power field is active. If the power field is ever lost or
deactivated, the Mono upgrade's bonuses will then apply.

The Mono upgrade may be applied to any melee weapon,
but when applied to close combat weapons that do not use an

edge (e.g., hammers, mauls, etc.), it should be.described in a

different way. GMs are encouraged to come up with interesting
definitions for non-edged weapons with the Mono upgrade.
For example, a hammer with the Mono upgrade could be
defined as having a pneumoshock enhancement. The in-game
effects remain the same.

PHoro Srcnr
Thisis aweapon sightthat enhances ambientlightlevels, improving
the user's vision and ability to see in the dark. A character using a

Photo Sight suffers no penalties due to darkness.

Prsror Gmp
A fairly ubiquitous upgrade, this simply modifies a weapon
to add an extra (or "pistol") grip to a Basic ranged weapon.
This allows the weapon to be wielded in one hand without
suffering the usual -20 penalry However, when wielding a

Basic weapon with a pistol grip one-handed, the weapon's
range is halved. Note that the weapon can sti11 be wielded two-
handed without the penalty. Also, note that this does not turn
Basic Weapons into Pistol weapons, meaning they cannot be
used in conjunction with the Gunfighter Talent, for example.

The GM has final say over whar weapons can benefit
from a pistol grip. Howeveq certain Basic weapons that are

either particularly heavy (such as melta weapons and plasma

weapons) or particularly unwieldy (such as a long-las or sniper
rifle) cannot be wielded one-handed even wirh a pistol grip,
though they certainly may have one for aesthetic purposes
(many weapons do in fact possess "pistol" grips, but cannot
be wielded one-handed).

Rrcon BerrurNc
Though the use of cunning compensarors and counter-
velocity breaks, the weapon is much easier ro handle when
fired on full auto. The wielder suffers no penalty to hit when
moving and firing the weapon on full auto.

Rrn-Dor Lesnn Srcnr
This is a laser sight that grants a *10 bonus to Ballistic Skill
Tests when the weapon is fired on single shot. The only
drawback of the Red-Dot sight is there is a chance for foes to
'spot the dot' allowing them sense an attack before it happens.

A Hard (-2O) Perception Test allows the rarget to norice
the dot and possibly take preventive acion.

weapon's discharge, preventing detection of
Awareness Tests to hear shots made with a si

suffer an additional -20 penalty and can only be
half the normal distance for detecting gunshots

Spnren LrurrEn
An extended barrel and chamber compressors me@r

round in a burst or shatter shot retains a closer

When determining hit locations for Semi anC

bursts using "Iable 7 -2: Multiple Hits (see page

location is struck twice before moving on to the netr
indicated. Weapons with the Scatter Special Qgahr
upgrade suffer no reduction to rheir Damage i:r
Long range, but gain no bonus to hit at any range

Sronu FrErn
A power weapon can be fitted with an overcharged

increase the output of its power field, though it is

risk as the cracking halo of energy can sometime be a$

to the user as his foes. The weapon increases its
Penetration by 2 and anyweapon without the Powe;--.r

Natural Weapon, or Warp Weapon Qgality or Trait *l
or is parried by a weapon with a Storm Field is a
destroyed. If the wielder rolls an unmodified 9 1-00 ri:
attacks with the weapon he has been touched by c=
takes one hit from the weapon that cannot be evaded ,

the bearer's Strength Bonus ro this damage roll).

SuspENsons
These anti-grav plates and studs attach to a weapon :r
equipment, making the use of heavy or cumberscm
much easier by offsetting some oftheirweight. S

the weight of a weapon by one-half. When firing a

susPensors, the operator always counts as braced.

TErnscoprc SrcHT
Telescopic sights magnify the target's image, and are

useful for long-range shots that need to hit a r-en

target location. A weapon with a telescopic sig:l:
penalties for Long and Extreme range as long as crr
takes a Full Acion to Aim.

VEuou Dnrp
Many servants of the Dark Gods, especially loi
Father Nurgle, are eager to share their latest toxi.-
with their foes. A Venom Drip will continually
stored liquids across rhe blade, ensuring that it
into any cut and bring even more suffering to the
lackeys ofthe corpse-god. This upgrade gives the
Toxic (0) Qgality, though this may change
specific venom used.

WEAPONDOWhIGRAD
Weapon downgrades limit a weapon in some way

;.STIENCER
#. lower

its effectiveness. These kinds ofweapons are

Vortex where heretics and warlords must
the noise (and flash to a degree) from a their soldiers from among the flotsanr.*gd
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AtunUNITIoN
mmunition is as vital to a gun as air is to a human,
and without it a gun is little more than another useless

lump of tech. Ammo falls into rwo types: Standard and

Special. Standard ammo is readily available and can be found
almost anywhere, while Special ammo is far harder to come by,

but can dramatically transform the performance oFa weapon.

Rum oFTHREE
Keeping track of exactly how much ammunition a character
is carrying at any one time can be more bookkeeping than
players or GMs prefer. If the GM chooses he can use the
Rule of Three. This simply states that each character carries
three reloads of standard ammunition for each of their
weapons at the start of the game session.

Howeveq in Brecr Cnuseol, ammunition and equipment
are not readily available or easily found. Keeping track of
ammunition can add a feeling of realism and interest to a

game, and thus is the default playstyle.

STANDARD AMMUNITION
Unless the GM specifically decides otherwise, characers
always have access to standard ammunition for their
weapons. This covers the basic kinds of bullets, bolts, slugs,
arrows, shot, promethium, charge packs or needles the
weapon requires to fire using its profile detailed on Table
5-3: Ranged Weapons. In the case of weapons which can
fire multiple types of standard ammunition, such as missile
Iaunchers, characters can be assumed to carry both kinds of
ammo. Character's need not make Acquisition Tests to buy
this basic ammo and as long as they could reasonably lay
their hands on it (i.e. they can scavenge it from the dead or
trade for it) then they should be allowed ro carry as much
as they like. When determining encumbrance, each clip of
ammo is 10% of the weapon's weight.

SPECIAI AMMUNITION
A variety of specialised ammo exists for most weapons, from
armour piercing man-stoppers to explosive arrows for primitive
bows. These specialised types of ammo can aker the Damage,
Penetration or Special qualities of a weapon. Special ammo can

only be used with certain weapons as detailed on Table 5-9:
Special Ammunition. Only one kind of ammunition can be
used at a time, and their effects can't be combined. A clip of
special ammo weights as much as a standard clip for its weapon
type (i.e. 10% the weapon weigh$. Special Ammunition is

Acquired by the clip, not the round.

AuptneroR SHnus
Explosive and filled with micro-shrapnel, these bullets are

designed to shear flesh and shatter bone, shredding bodies
and blowing limbs away. Ampurator Shells add *2 to Damage
rolls. When used in any weapon with the Scarter Qgality, rhe

Bensnn RotrNns
Barbed rounds are hollow shells or glass-tippei
with hundreds of tiny razor filaments which scarr
wound and continue to rip and cut the target u--,:i

The weapon gains the Crippling (1) Qgality.

Duunuu Bunsrs
These heavy blunt bullets cause maximum tissue

can tear apart soft targets, though they are less eff
armour. Dumdum bullets add +2 to the weapons
reduce a weapon's Pen by 2 to a minimum of0. Iffie
Pen 0, these bullets add * I to the weapon's Dam4r

Exprosrvn Annows
Explosive arrows and quarrels might be crudelr-
shells or treated with a variety ofunstable alchemicai
Attacks with these arrows suffer a -10 to hit,
Explosive (X), and the weapon loses the Primitive

flnnrrnn Borr RouNos
Originally creared by the Imperium to combar
threat, these bolt rounds contain a powerful
that eats through living material with horrific
Chaos Space Marine warbands in the Vortex hale
rounds from the bodies of Loyalist Space Marines
them in turn. The weapon gains the Toxic (3)
inflicts Zealous Hatred on a 9 or 10 when used
targets. When used with a Heavy Bolter, these
the weapon's RoF to S/-/* and add the Blasr
When used against a Horde, each Hit fiom a Hel!ifl;.,!fl loses the scatter Qgalitv'

deals 1 additional damage ro rhe Hordet M
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MEsn Anuoun
Mesh armour is made ofthousands oflinked thermoplas cells forming
a fabric like material. Most are sophisticated and lighnveight, able to
withstand most impacts or heat energy by becoming momentarily
ridged, spreading and dissipating the attack.

Cenepecr Anvoun
Made of layered plates of armaplas, ceramite or other highly
durable material, carapace armour is effective but generally
healy to wear. The stiff plates cannot easily cover flexible
areas such as joints but offer significantly better protection

.thitn lighter kinds of armour.

PowrnAnuoun (Lrclorv AND Hr
Power armour is the standard by which all forr:: :r,

protection are measured. The first forms of poa:
were constructed in humanity's distant past. Horrd"s
the time of the Great Crusade, the Emperor ensu:i:
his Legions with power armour. When the Warn:;
rebelled and half the Legions joined him, the'.' ;
power armour with them.

Power armour protects the wearer with massirt
plates, and offers not only superior defence, it alsc

the user's strength from electrically motivated md

bundles running along the ceramite plates.

Tasm 5-ro: ARmouR

Primitive Armour
Name.'
Underhive Leathers

Qgilted Vest

Beast Furs

Chainmail Coat

Flak Armour
Name
Flak Helmet

Flak Gauntlets

Light Flak Cloak

Flak Vest

Flak Jacket

Flak Cloak

Guard Flak Armour

Mesh Armour
Name
Mesh Cowl

Mesh Cloves

Mesh Vest

Mesh Combat Cloak

Carapace Armour
Name
Carapace Helm

Carapace Vembraces

Carapace Greaves

Light Carapace

Chest Carapace Plate

Healy Carapace

Power Armour
Name
Light Power Armour

Power Armour

Legion Power Armour

Terminator Armour

Legion Terminator Armour

Exotic Armour
Name
Obsidian Armourt

Xenos Hides

Locations Covered
Arms, Body

Body

Body

Arms, Body, Legs

Locations Covered
Head

Arms

Arms, Body Legs

Body

Arms, Body

Arms, Body, Legs

All

Locations Covered
Head

Arms

Body

Arms, Body, Legs

Locations Covered

Head

Arms

Legs

Arms, Body, Legs

Body

All

Locations Covered

All

All

All

All

All

Locations Covered
Arms, Body, Legs

Arms, Body

AP
1

2

2

)

AP
2

2

2

3

3

)
4

AP
3

3

4

4

AP
4

5

5

5

6

6

AP
7

8

8

14

l4

AP
7

6

wt
5kg
2ks
10.2 kg

28 kg

Wt
2ks
1kg

4kg
5kg
5kg
8kg
1l kg

wt
lkg
1kg

lkg
2kg

wt
2kg
2kg
lkg
15 kg

7kg
t7 kg

wt
40 kg

65 kg

100 kg

400 kg

aso kg

wt
4kg
9.5 kg

Availabiliry
Common

Common

Average

Average

Availabiltur
Average

Average

Scarce

Average

Average

Scarce

Scarce

Availabilin
Rare

Rare

Rare

Very Rare

Availabilir,
Rare

Rare

Rare

Rare

Rare

Very Rare

Availabilin
Very Rare

Extremell' R.:-:

Extremely R:r"e

Near Uniquc

Near Unique

Availabiliw
Unique

Rare

-f Obsidian Arnour negdtes tbe Force Qlglliu in ctn) wedplns used against its wearer
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the wearer's vital signs, it can administer pain suppressors,

combat stimms, and anti-toxins. This provides the following
benefits: The wearer gains a * 10 bonus to all tests to resist

the Toxic Qgaliry toxins, or other poisons. The armour
has 6 doses of pain suppressors, each of which allows the

wearer to ignore Characteristic Damage or Characteristic

penalties from Critical Effects for 1d10 rounds per dose.

Finally, if the wearer is Stunned, the effect lasts for one

round before being negated by the armour.

Nutrient Recycling: Filters in the armour capture and
purifu body waste, re-constituting it into a nurrient
solution that is intravenously returned to the body. This
can sustain the wearer for some time, but not indefinitely.
For every two weeks without any other source of
nourishment, make a Difficult (*10) Toughness Test
or suffer one level of Fatigue that cannot be eliminated
until nourishment is consumed.

Recoil Suppression: The wearer may fire Basic ranged

weapons one-handed. Ranged weapons not classed as

Pistols still may not be used in close combat.

TsRMrNAron Aruaoun (LE crou
,tNn HuuaN)
Tactical Dreadnought or Terminator armour is tha
in personal armour. Originally designed for closo

combat on board space hulks and other tight areas. T
armour is much more resilient than the more -:a.d

power armour worn by Chaos Space Marines. A sinsr.
Terminator armour can turn an already formidable c

into an unstoppable juggernauts of destruction.
Terminator armour, like power armour, can be i

For Humans and Chaos Space Marines. Like pou'er
both variants have certain intrinsic benefits and pena

. Terminator armour has powerful micro-fibre
grant +30 to the wearer's Strength characterisdc

. The massive bulk of the armour increases the weareri
one step (so for example a human who is average si

become hulking). In the case ofChaos Space Marineq
Carapace does not provide is standard bonus

armour is just too bigl) so they also count as Hulkiq,
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INsurerEo
This armour has been modified with cooling regulators and fluid
dispersal rubes under the plates, to allow for greater survivabiliry

in adverse environments. Heretics with Insulated upgrades to
their armour do not need to take Toughness Tests due to hot
temperatures or environments (within reason, as this will not
protect against the extreme heat ofbeing burned, for example).

Rrrnecronv
Reflective or Refractory armour coatings can redirect and

dissipate laser bolts through layers of microscopic crystals

embedded in its surface. Highly expensive and hard to maintain
(as simple mud can render it useless), it is also decorative and

easily disguised as an ornamental affectation. Those armour
locations upgraded in this manner count as having 3 extra
Armour Points against attacks from Las Weapons.

Sprxns
These wicked talons of metal or bone are often affixed to
armour, both for ornamentation and to inflict vicious strikes

against any foe that would dare get too near the wearer. Any
melee hits against the wearer to a spike-covered part of their
body result in the attacker suffering 1d5+1 R Damage to the

attacker (Dodge or Parry can negate, as the attacker attempts

to twist out of the way). In addition, so long as the upgraded

armour covers the wearer's arms, the wearer always counts as

being armed with a Knife (page 168) in melee.

Trrnnrvrer
These extra layers ofcloth or electrically-powered heaters fitted
under regular armour allow the user to better survive in arctic

locations. Heretics with thermal upgrades to their armour do

not need to take Toughness Tests due to cold temperatures or
environments (within reason, as this will not protect against the

extreme cold of a liquid nitrogen sea, for example).

Vec-SrerEo
This armour has been modified with seals around joints, and

has a helmet rebreather and self-contained air supply. Heretics

with Vac-Sealed upgrades to their armour can survive in
,: vacuum (or other environments with a hostile atmosphere)

;.,fbr 6 hours without suffering adverse affects. After that time,

.,r$$g,run out of oxygen and suffocate.

Fonce Frcl
"To watcb theirfaces as their bullexflicka andfali : at
also watcb the faitb in their corpse-god fall."

- Raceen D'Uborll, Despo:

here are many situations when wearing

is either impractical or impossible, and :
means of protection is necessary. Defen-r:

are one solution, as they are generally easily cc

very effective though usually difficult to acquire i:d
Each is often a rare antique that may date bac. ir
Crusade, and are ideal for infiltrators or assassi=

A character may only benefit from one f;erc

regardless of how many different fields he may hart
When a character wearing an active field is attaclier.

If the result is lower than or equal to the field r
rating, the attack is nullified and has no effect on

character (although the attack may have an :

character's surroundings or other nearby char:
weapons with the Blast Qgality).

Fields may also overload. Compare the dlOf
Damage to the chart below. If the result is lcq,cr

equal to the listed number, the field is overload*
to function until it is recharged or repaired r:

Mechanism Replenishment upgrade or a su.-:

Hard (-30) Tech-Use Test).

Rrpnecron FrEro
Perhaps the most common type of field prore.=:n'

fields are generally the size of an eyepiece 2sd 62p +,,r:l1,

as a disguised broach or other ornamentation. \ t:-
disperse an attack through the wide area of rhe i
effectively negating it. When active, though, the,

wearer with a soft haze of light, making them ez-r";

in low lighting or night. They impose a -10 penal:,

requiring Stealth to succeed in such situations.

CouvrnsroN FrELD
Also known as Flare Fields, these work by cc::

energy of an attack into blinding light, allori-:lg
negate much higher forces and delivering a

visual blast as well.
If the field blocks more than 12 points of

single attack, the release of light is strong enoug::

photon flash grenade burst centred on the wea:g
160). The character wearing the conversion field :s

by this burst of light.
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stout magnetic or hook fixture, all attached to a belt or torso
harness. A character using a clip harness to descend a vertical
surface gains a *30 bonus to Climb Tests and cannot fall if
they fail. Common harnesses can hold 150kg, while Good
can support 200 kg.

DneospecE EARPTECE
Each of these devices can limit high-volume sonic disturbances
such as explosions by automatically detecting and dampening
the excessive noise down to a tolerable 1eve1. Users may take

Toughness Tests against any sonic effects or against the

auditory effects of a Concussive weapon with a +20 bonus.

ExprosrvE Conen & CoxrnolrER
Worn by too many of those unjustly imprisoned by their
Imperium, these collars serve to keep the so-called "penal

legionnaires" in check before they are allowed to die for their
corpse-god's amusement. They come with a remote controller
that can detonate the collar at ranges up to one kilometre,

killing the wearer instantly and inflicting 1d10 Explosive

Damage to anyone within three meters. The control unit can

also remove the collar but removing the collar without the

controller requires a Hard (-20) Tech-Use Test. A failure of
three or more Degrees indicates the collar explodes.

Frrrnerrow Prucs
These simple plugs of porous fibres are worn - :

to screen out most pollutants and harmful gas=;

wearing hltration plugs gains a *20 bonus to :
Test made to resist the effects of damagin: :.
Craftsmanship models add another *10 bor:::.
models must be replaced aFter five hours us;:.
becomes clogged and unusable.

Pnoro-VrsoRS/C oNrAcrs
These advanced lenses are designed to enh:--,
light so that even ir.r the darkest nights users c:-

well as in daylight. Characters wearing these .-- '

Sight trait (see page 140). Good Craftsmansl :
damperr the effects of Photon Flash Grenac;, -
wearer immune to their effects.

Pnrvsrxsn Goccrns
Preysense goggles allow the wearer to see therrn.. -
iighting, revealing hidden bodies (and other hea:. ..

the coolness surrounding them. Poor Craftsr..-
canr.rot belie their true nature and are bulky gogeit.
lenses; Good and Best Craftsmanship models can :. -

appear to be normal (ifelaborate) eyeglasses. A c:--.
these goggles suffers no penalties due to darkc.,.
f20 bonus to visior.r-based Perception Tests at r::-

REnnrerrrnn
Rebreathers are designed to keep the wearer a.. ,

most toxic atmospheres. Consisting of a mask c : -

contair-rs an air supply and a character weari::: ,

is immune to the effects of gases and car ,

underwater at limited depths. The air canisre:.
about one hour and then must be replaced, uh::-
action. Good Craftsmanship models last two hc.--
ones take two full actions to replace the caniste: :
canisters are Scarce.

Rpcorr GrovE
These specialised gauntlets use interlocking pi::.
with memory wire so that when the user grir. ,

locks together into a rigid strut around the hani -- -

prevents wrist or arm damage when the weapo: :
character using a recoil glove can 6re a basic u e.:
hand without the normal 20 penalty and pistc- I ,:l

require two hands can be used one-handed r..r:- : -

Larger and higher-quality models (Best C-.'
versions) even allow a human to fit their ha::
Legion ranged weapon, reducing the recoil ar:: - -

for usir.rg one by -10 (so a -20 penalty uo;-:
-10 penalty). Note that specialised weapon rra:: -

be required to use the weapon properly, withc -:
untrained penalty of -20 would still apply.

REsprneroR/GAs Mesx
A simple breathing mask that covers the nose rr:
entire face, these offer much befter protection
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iny Focus Power Test attempts made during that time. His soul

burns brighter than normal during this time, however, and even

Fettered power levels can trigger Psychic Phenomena as if they

were Unfettered. The user must also make a Difficult (-10)
Willpower Test or gain + I Corruption Point when using this.

This counts as gaining Corruption through a failing.

D-Dusr (Dnuc)
Though its full name is daemon dust, few use that term

openly as loyalist ears may be listening. Others call it bone,

for legend has it that this chalky white powder flecked with
pink threads is the milled remains of those beings not native

to this reality. Still others claim it is the dusty residue they
exhaled in deep panting breaths, burning the air with the

warp-energies running through their unnatural lungs. Those

who sell it only smile softly, knowing that those wise enough

to learn the truth are wise enough never to use it.

A dose of "dust" or "d" is commonly inhaled through the

nostrils or rubbed into the gums and acts quickly, transporting

the arcane energies throughout the body and lasting {or 2d5
rounds. The user must make a Hard (-20) Willpower Test

to keep the drug under control; ifsuccessful the user gains the

Daemonic Trait. If successful by two Degrees of Success he also

gains the Phase Trait; if three or more he also gains the Warp

Weapons Trait. If he lails his body is wracked with terrible

contortions; he falls to the ground Stunned for the duration
and gains a Corruption point for every round it lasts. If he lails

by three or more Degrees, he gains one Mutation as well.

Dn-Tox (Dnuc)
A common component in many combat kits, this powerful
drug can negate the effects of most dangerous toxins if
administered fast enough. A dose immediately ends the

ongoing effects, both positive and negative, of any drugs,

toxins or gases affecting the character (unless the effect states

that de-tox is not effective against them).

Using de-tox is both painFul and debilitating, causing such

unpleasant side effects as expulsion of fluids from almost

every bodily orifice. Upon taking this drug, a character is
stunned for a number of rounds equal to 1d10 minus his

Toughness Bonus. A result of 0 or less means the character

suffers no ill-effects.

FnrNzoN (Dnuc)
The generic name for a variety oF combat drugs often used

within penal legion units, frenzon is also used by underhive

pitfighters and mercenary kill-teams. Once administered, the

subject becomes fearless and fanatical in combat, gaining
theFrenzy and Fearless Talents but also a 10 penalty to all

Intelligence based tests. A single does lasts for 1d10 minutes.

LHo Srrcrs
A commonly-used mild narcotic, lho is made from dried plant
leaves, which when set alight produce a smoke that carries

the addictive drug into the lungs. The leaves are wrapped

with special papers or whole leaves to create a stick, easy to
carry and easy to use. Some users make their own (perhaps

not trusting others in this matter) while most use the mass-

produced sticks. Higher-end versions may be -. .:

compressed whole leaves wrapped together in::
stick, or instead use special pipes to hold the bu' - 

-
Inhaling lho puts the user in a mildly relaxed s:.-, r)'

hours but otherwise has no in-game effects.

Lrcerunr Orrs
Extracted from properly-sacrificed captives and brer,. .:
standards, these liquids are highly prized by renegac: -

and Tech-Priests who have broken free of the op::r ",m'

of their brethren. If applied to a weapon (a Full -::
become immune to jamming for one game session.

Monrrs (Dnuc)
Mortis acts to shut down metabolic processes to : -: ;:

level, rendering the user a corpse to all but the mc.. :
of examiners. Users who have taken Mortis are sl -::ti

for the following 4d 10 minutes that any Tests to c.:.
user's status suffer a -30 penalty, with failure ir:c.:.
user is dead. Good Craftsmanship doses can be t:-
so the user can specifiT how long they last (up to 1 :: -'"
Poor doses only offer a -10 penalty to Tests.

OsscuRA (Dnuc)
One of more common illegal narcotics, obscura is ;-
due to the many smugglers and distributors opera::-:I
Imperial space any beyond. As an old and establishe:

effects have become standardised and are relatively i.
Obscura can be ingested in a number of ways fror
inhalation, skinpatch, and more. Obscura users enre: i
dream-like state for I d5 hours (if required to engage rr
consider them under the effects ofa hallucinogen

page 150). Once they wake, they enter a deep

1d10 hours unless another dose ofobscura is taken-
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TOOLS
In the Screaming Vortex, being prepared can mean the difference

between life and death. From forging Imperial documents to

blasting through a voidship's hull, the servants of the Dark
Powers must have the right tools for the job. These are just a

sample of the many tools available througout the Vortex.

AusrExr/SceNuEn
The standard Imperial detection device, these are used to
detect energy emissions, motion, biological life-signs, and

other information. A character using an auspex gains a *20
bonus to Awareness Tests and may make a Tech-Use test to
use it to spot things not normally possible ro human senses

such as invisible gases, nearby signs of life, non-visible
radiation, or other things as specified. The standard range

for an Auspex is 50m, though walls more than 50cm thick
and certain shielding materials can block the scanner. Good
Craftsmanship models increase the bonus to +30, but Poor

Craftsmanship models can only penetrate 20cm of material.

Cenrocnepg
Heretics often operate far from their normal locals, and

cartographs are essential in allowing them to know exactly
where they are so that their operations can unfold smoothly
Poor Craftsmanship models are no more than maps loaded

onto a graphical data-slate, while advanced models can store

entire worlds in multi-level modes and even link with orbital
satellites to provide exact current location and heading. A
standard Cartograph grants +5 to Navigation (Surface) Tests,

while Good Craftsmanship versions grant + 10.

CHnoNo
Chronos are hand-held or wrist-worn timepieces, generally
dependable and simple to use. Most citizens of any means

carry one, with fancy versions able to link into planetary
datastreams for precision.

CoMsr-Toor
Most combi-tools are small compact devices, filled with fold-
out and extending probes, blades, hooks, and socket-plugs

ideal for coaxing operation from recalcitrant machinery,

repairing damaged devices, and in general bending errant

machine spirits to the will of the user. Using a combi-tool
grants a +10 bonus to Tech-Use Tests.

Couu LEecn
A heretical item unless properly consecrated by Mechanicus

lackey$ a comm Ieach allows a Heretic to tap into vox signals

or data transmissions. Advanced versions can copy broadcasts,

allowing them to be hidden for later retrieval.

Dere-SrerE
Flat and rectangular, data-slates are widespreac
Imperial space and are used to store text ana

Cheap versions can only hold a single file a;*:
altered, while superior slates can be reconfigurec *
information from manual input or machine ra:
even transmit the data to other devices. Since ::u',
throughout the Imperium, most authorities rl.ou-:
to closely examine what information was acru;-'
carried by a "loyal" citizen in their daily busines:

DEuorruoN CHARGE
Such explosives are relatively easy to use, iieaL

whose devotion is greater than their technical er:
are frequently used in simple destruction agains

obscuring walls, or valuable bridges or landi::
stats given represent a charge weighing 1kg t:,:n:
possible to rig multiple charges together, thus ic:
destructive capability). When a demolition ch,:=t
anyone (or anything) caught within its blas:

3d10 Explosive Damage plus an additional 1d1i
every kilogram used. The blast radius ofthe cha=r
the number of kilograms used times five metre:

charges can even be thrown as an improvise:
form of grenade. For setting and defusing expl:,,'
Demolition Skill in Chapter III: Skills, page , --

DruorrrroN Krr
These kits are filled with all manners of supplies ;i--nr

for crafting explosives, including timers such as

det-tape along sensory systems to trigger the er;-
hands of an expert, there are few Imperial i

can withstand what such a kit can produce. Eac rir
supplies for five demolition charges, five binan
meters of det-cord that burns at a rate of one

seconds, and five simple pressure-release

Craftsmanship kits include variable burn det-cord =a
detonators that can trigger from motion or thern:-

DrscursE Krr
For those attempting to overthrow the harei
the ability to obscure true identity is very valu,:-ir
disguise kit can ensure a Heretic does not attracr =r
attention and perhaps even throws suspicions ton
Contents can range from basic makeup and p
appliances to elaborate skin dyes, vocal augmenior:l
false dermal layering to fool gene scanners.

ffiitreir characteristics from Damage or Critical Damage and

caanot be stunned. When it wears off, the character takes a

-20 penaltyto Strength, Toughness and Agility Tests for one

hour as their body recovers from the cumulative Damage.
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Rrcononn
Pict recorders can capture images into simple still images or

holographic video imagery, depending on the model, with
playback capability on large built-in screens.

Pnousrgruu
Promethium is the common name for Imperial petrochemical-

based liquid fuel refined from a variety of raw minerals and

ores. It is also the catchall brand for most the chemicals that
make flamer weapons so deadly, as it will burn without oxygen

and adheres to targets to excruciating burning effect. It can

also be used to create improvised anti-personnel explosives

and bombs, detonating with 1d 10 E per kilogram used and a

blast radius of four times the kilogram amount. Those caught

in the blast must take an Agility Test or catch on fire.

Psv-Focus
Also known as warp-totems or mind-eyes, a psy-focus allows

those blessed with Warp powers to more easily channel their
powers. It could be an ancestral bone, irradiated crystal, the

twisted metal shrapnel fragment removed from a murdered

spouse, or even an otherwise unremarkable object normally
found anywhere. But in the hands of a psyker ready to use

his powers against an Imperium that would sentence him to
death or worse, the item is a mighty accessory. When a psyker

with a psy-focus makes a Focus Power Test (see Chapter VI:
Psychic Powers, page 208) he gains a t10 bonus.

RTNnErNG APoTHECARTUM
The human body contains a great many fluids and organic

compounds that are valuable components for arcane rituals or
other ceremonies. Most cultists who engage in such practices

will construct or acquire a rendering apothecarium whereby a

fallen comrade or better still, the remains of a hated Imperial
servant-can be broken apart into more useful substances such

as tallow fat, sanctification oi1s, bonemeal, marrowjuice, and

many more delights. One corpse can be rendered into materials

that will gt^nt a +20 to Focus Power Tests requiring sacrifice or
profane symbols. Most are very large, but Best Craftsmanship

constructions are no larger than a small footlocker.

Scnep ConE Gnunneron
Highly dangerous to possess, this mechanism is tech-heresy

of the most wondrous kind. When coupled with most

sanctified Imperial machine spirits, it will inflict electronic

virus-patterns into the datacurrents, disrupting the currents

and inducing electronic seizures. The shattered remnants of
the machine spirit can be reformatted into a more pliable

and useful configuration, with new loyalties and functions.

This device requires a Hard (-20) Tech-Use Test, but if
successful the machine operated on will give up its secrets

and obey commands in the future with only a Simple (+40)
Tech-Use Test.

Scnrerr,rEn
.&lativcly easy to operate, these proximity alarms alert their
,;:gs*15 1s incoming dangers by setting off a horrendous noise.

To activate, the player must succeed on a Tech-Use I
the GM will roll this test in secret; players will not i-:
well the device is working until later on, if ther- ar:

Once set, a screamer has a Perception of 75 for rh.
of detecting sounds or motions. If it detects an

sounds its alarm, which can be heard anylvhere

kilometre. Doors, walls and other barriers may ;:
alarm's range. Simple models (Poor Craftsmanshipr

detect loud noises or fast movements nearby s:Lii
advanced models (Good Craftsmanship) can be prc,:

to specific sound, movement, or even odour ranges

also have more subtle warning methods (such as

only into comm channels).

SrcNer JerrarraEn
As the name suggests, this device acts to overpower i
data or other transmissions so that outsiders cannot

Basic models are overt and obvious, such that the

agencies will know they are being jammed.

versions will emit precisely-tuned frequencies that

Ta.sle 5-r6: Toor,s
Name
Auspex/Scanner

Cartograph

Chrono

Combi-Tool

Comm Leach

Data-slate

Demolition Charge

Demolitions Kit

Disguise Kit

Forgery Kit

Glow-G1obe/Lamp

Gra{htio Paints

Grapnel & Line

Injector

Lascutter

Laud Hailer

Scrap Code Generator

Magnoculars

Medi-kit

Micro-bead

Multikey

Null Rod

Pict Recorder

Promethium

Psy-Focus

Rendering Apothecarium

Screamer

Signal Jammer

Static Generator

Stummer

Torture Tools

Unholy Icon

Vox-Caster

wt
1ks
lkg

1kg

1kg

0.5 kg

1kg

8kg
1kg

1kg

0.5 kg

1kg

2kg
0.5 kg

4kg
2kg
3kg
0.5 kg

2kg

1kg

1kg

1kg

20 kg

2kg
2kg
3kg
2kg
2kg
0.5 kg

4ks

transmissions without anyone detecting fhe action-
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user when it detonates). A melta-bomb explodes with 6d10

E Damage, Penetration 12 with a range of two meters. Any

suryivors must take an Agility Test or catch on fire.

Psvcnrc Hooo
Psychic Hoods are ancient and arcane devices that allow a

psyker protection against psychic attacks through networks

of psychically-attuned crystals woven into the material

surrounding the wearer's cranium. They are primarily
integrated into Power or Terminator armour, though some

are worn simply as a helmet or elaborate headdress. A Heretic

wearing one may spend his Reaction to attempt to nullify a

power used by another psyker within a range in meters equal

to the character's Willpower, said Reaction to be announced

before the other psyker has made his Focus Power ro1l. The

wearer first makes a Focus Power (Willpower) Test, with every

Degree of Success imposing a -10 penalty on the enemy's

Focus Power Test. Alternatively the wearer may try to nullify
a power that affects him directly, no matter the range. He

makes the same test as before, and if successful is unaffected

by the power but other targets or areas are affected as normal

by the power. Note that a nullification test may trigger psychic

phenomena based on the Psychic Strength as normal. The

hood also grants the wearer a *5 bonus to all Focus Power

Tests, including nullification attempts as described above.

CyUERNETICS
'Allfluh decay, and all metdl rusts. But the metal will last longer'.

long enougb t0 see the corpse-god buriedforewr."

-Glomar 
Rho, Brassmeister of Aleph Nine

ankind has been replacing defective or destroyed

body parts lor countless ages. so it is no surprise

that in these dark millennia that mechanical

augmentations and bionic replaceme nts are relatively

commonplace. Depending on the individual's wealth, social

status, or role in the vast oppressiveness oflmperial authority,

these may range from simple and obvious replacements to

sophisticated designs that are not only indistinguishable

from the real thing but actually improve performance. For

the Heretic, cybernetics represent another tool to use against

their hated foes. For many, no matter how much of the corpus

becomes brass and plasteel, it is worth the price if it means

becoming closer to their grand goal.

The Machine Cult venerates such augmentations; it is

difficult to find any member of that pedantic organisation

without several bionic limbs or mechanical iri.l:

in their misguided quest to attain closeness to :-1"i'

Omnissiah. Those who have broken from the sect:::-
of their augmentations, and most continue these :::
but now with clearer eyes (or reprogrammed bion::
For other Heretics, the violence of the struggle n:
replacements are an inevitability, else they perrna:.-;..

use of the limb or other body part forever. The \':

makes replaccments and augmentations attractirc :-

combat or espionage skills as well.
Across Imperial space, the levels ol availabil::

devices vary with local superstitions and te;-
levels, as will the reaction to the more overt bic:
can often be used to a Heretic's advantage ui:.
with backward savages). Each different cybern.:
grants the user different benefits (and sometime.

depending on its Craftsmanship (see Cra: -- -
page 146). The exception to this is Best Cr;:---

cybernetics. Unless otherwise noted, these :: :

additional benefits beyond those of Good Cr:.::. -
but are more impressive in the construction and :..
availability listed below represents Common cyl'c-
mechadendrites are considered to be of Good Cr;::. -l
unless otherwise noted
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c MEcHa.DENDRTTE
A lommon upgrade for many combat-oriented Hereteks, this

tlvo-metre mechanical limb emerges from the shoulder or
back and is covered with writhing power conduits. It may

be armed with any Pistol-class weapon with the Compact

Upgrade. The Heretic may attack with this weapon as his

Reaction. A Heretic must have the appropriate Mechadendrite
Use Talent to operate this implant.

BrenE-rruEs
Long, thin blades sprout from one of the Heretic's hands,

razor sharp and useful as scalpels or cutting weapons. The

hand must be completely rebuilt to accommodate this, and

most versions feature 1ong, spindly fingers that can extend

past the blades to allow for dextrous tasks. The full appearance

is decidedly unpleasant and even downright sinister.

The blade-tines grant the Heretic +5 to Medicae Tests, *5
to Interrogation Tests, and can be used as a melee weapon in
close combat, dealing 1d5+2 (plus Strength Bonus) Damage

with a Penetration of 2.

Good Craftsmanship versions can vibrate the blades at high
frequencies, increasing the cutting power. The weapons gain

the Tearing Trait. Best Craftsmanship versions also include

drug producing bio-mechanical glands, with thin tubules to
carry the venomous liquids to sma11 openings underneath the

blades. This grants the weapons the Toxic (0) Qgality.
Poor Craftsmanship versions only deal 1d5 plus Strength

Bonus Damage without any Penetration.

Brecx Brooo (AuroseNGUrNE)
A combination of microtech from the Dark Ages and obscene

xenos biotech flows though veins now forever tainted. The

minions of the Omnissiah refer to this as Autosanguine,

but those who call themselves the Dark Mechanicus know
it as Black Blood. Too small to see but powerFul in their
vast numbers, these machines can repair minor injuries and

speed healing. When applying healing the Heretic is always

considered Lightly Wounded; he also heals much faster than
mere mortals and removes two points of Damage per day.

CrnrsRAr lupreNrs
Commonly used to repair a severely damaged brain or
hopefully augment its abilities, these often risky implant
systems represent a major step from simply replacing a limb
to altering a Heretic from human to mechanism.

Common-level implants can restore paralysed and brain-

{{maged users to a semblance of normality, but with a

Skill, Ballistic Skill, Agiliry Intelligence and

Poor versions restore brain function but destroy thc

and memories of the subject, rendering them no

servitor, and as such are unsuitable for player chara,i

a Heretic may encounter many an unlortunate i
worshipper who has suffered such a fate).

Good cerebral implants are very rare even arnict:rg

and powerful, and are exceedingly difficult to arrar€e

Near Unique in availability. These bestow Unnamr-:
(+2) (see page 144) and grants *20 bonuses to Loer
Tess for the superior mental capabilities they no\\--'nrql

Cnnu IN;Ecron
Many Heretics who rely on pharmacological boo-<:

have taken this implant, allowing them to injecr;
needed with the chemicals they crave. One dosc :r
drug may be loaded into the injector via a skin-

(if this implant is taken multiple times, then nr
may be loaded). The user may activate the inje.-;n'
Action requiring a Routine (+20) Willpower T;q. rfi,

means that injector has malfunctioned, and u{,
Challenging (+0) Tech-Use Test to repair.

CneNrer Anuoun
Microstrips ofplasteel are bonded direcdy to the slci n
layers, allowing for extra protection against head iiru.,

Common Craftsmanship armour grants -.'-,:

extra Armour Point in the head location. Poo: 'r
the same, but permanently reduce the wearer's .r

Characteristic by one due to the screws driven i:::
Good Craftsmanship armour grants * I AP an,j :,q
one From any Critical Effects to the head

CysnRNnrrc SENsEs
Most human senses can be artificially duplica:*
radiation ruined eyes or eardrums ruptured bi :
blasts to be replaced. Some Heretics even attenr: ta
on their natural abilities or create new ones via -.:rlq.

implants, to further delve into new realms of
Common systems are usually obviousll' arii

often oversized (especially optical implants) ru
the approximate human range of senses adeqr:;:n:llr

further game effects.

Poor cybernetic senses are inferior to base

often with static in the hearing, failures in colour

taste buds that make everything taste like cloth. L
a -20 penalty to tests made involving the cybenrak

Good Craftsmanship implants grant the Hei
Talent for that particular sense, and a *20 bonus ic.

to resist attacks on the sense itself (such as deai'

or blinding flashes). Basic and advanced cyber-eru
incorporate telescopic sights (counting as a

see page l7O for more details), a full photo-risca
system allowing the Dark Sight traif (see page 1

basic or advanced cybernetic he6ring may also

internal micro-bead system. Each of these

loss of ld10 points from the character's Weapon
counts as a separate implant for:the purposes of
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Test varies depending on the nature of the powered system.

. Ordinary (+ tO): Slmple Power Cell, Illuminator

. Challenging (+0): Weapon Charge Pack, Data-Slate,

Bridge Terminal
. Difficult (-10): Shuttle electronics, Servo-Skull
. Hard (-20): Lascannon Charge Pack, Servitor, Bridge

Hololith

' Very Hard (-30): Cogitator Core, Reactor Machine

Spirit, Xenos Technology

The device call also be used offensively, however it requires

Talents to use properly (see page 127). Only a Heretic with
Mechanicus Implants may use this device.

Poor Craftsmanship variants impose a -10 penalty to all

Toughness Tests made to use them (in effect, the Toughness

Tests become one Degree more difficult). Good Craftsmanship

variants grant a +10 bonus to all Toughness Tests made to

use them (in effect, making the Tests one Degree easier).

M,q.crEv Corrs
Archeotech systems ofpowerful gravimetric coils are implanted

in the body, allowing the user to become unshackled from

gravity's grasp for short periods. Using a Half Action, the user

,'$ay hover 20-30 centimetres oFf the ground for a number

Bonus. The character must employ a Half Action

to concentrate operating this implant and may usc

action to move normally. The character can slo$'

descent when falling so long as this implant is a;

the character reaches the ground, reducing all falli:g
to 1d10+3 Impact. Each time the character a.-:

coils, it drains the stored power and cannot be

until recharged (taking one day).

MeurpurAToR MEc geoENDRITE
Possibly the most common form of mechadendrite. i::x

limb is a great aid to those working in industrial :,:

areas and allows a Heretic to lift greater weigh-
easily operate industrial gear. It can extend out ic -

grants the user *20 to Strength Tests; the viscous g
crushing pincers can also tether the user to gantria r
heavy objects as a Free Action. The heavy metal :
be used in combat to make melee attacl$. The ii:
strike with it as his Reaction for the round or use :: ;r

Standard Attack (so long as it is only used once per -
Manipulator Mechadendrite deals 1d10+2 I Dam:sr-

While powerful, the manipulator is not subtle a:,:

to use it for such tasls as data-slate typing, inscribl-=

etchings, handling delicate objects, or the like will o:-
ruined equipment or failed summoning. A Heretic r-'s'
appropriate Mechadendrite Use Talent to operate d::.

MEorcer/Tonrunr MncHeosx
Made of thin, dextrous, t\ /o-metre tubes of metal ;:c
tipped with a variety of fascinating needles and :
mechadendrite can either heal or harm depending o::
intent. In most cases it can provide medical an:

assistance, granting a f 10 bonus to Medicae Tes' .tL;

six injector pistons; each may be fil1ed with one dose

and must be supplied and replaced separately (thest

be used to inject the user). Built-in flesh staplers rru"r

to staunch blood loss as a Half Action while the

attachment reduces the difFculty of limb

Challenging (+0) and deals 1d5 Rending Damage m

acting as an Improvised weapon. For those more

.,'pElninutes equal to 1d10 plus the character's Toughness
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DaettroN
\(EaPONS

"For seventeen long centuries bave I remained in thb blade, confned

within these metal aalls. During all of n1 time of imprisonment yu
are tbefrst I haae seen wbo is worthl to bear me into battle. Come,

take n1 hih, and I will serue 1ou in tbe manner of m1 kind, drawing

blood of yur enemies, protectinglou in tbe midst of thefght,

bringingyu safel home again. Now, draw mefom the scabbard

and test tbe fnenus of m1 balance. See how easifu I swing, how m1

keen edge cleaves the air. A good cboice, am I not?

Willing\ 1ou picked me up. Yourfrst mistake. Willingi 1ou drew

me. Your second mistake. I do not allou m) sen)dnts to make three

nistaka, fooltsh mortal.. ."

- Antinichus, Daemon of the Bloody Blade

f all the tools employed to slay those who oppose the

glory of Chaos, daemon weapons are amongst those

most feared and least understood. Each contains the

bound essence of a daemon, railing against its imprisonment

and conferring upon the weaPon great and terrible powers far

beyond the capabilities of mundane weaponry.

Most daemon weapons contain only petty or bestial

daemons, as such beasts are easier to summon, bind and control.

The greatest of them, however, contain beings oF horrific

potency who once could slay armies single-handed and that

now comprise weapons so powerful that they deflr reason.

This section contains detailed rules for daemon weapons,

allowing brave Heretics to attempt to control such willful and

deadly weapons, or even dare to create their own, or suffer

greatly in the attempt.

USING DA-EMONWEAPONS
Amongst the most deadly and terrifiiing of all the tools of the

arch-enemy, daemon weapons vary immensely in appearance,

in construction, and in effect, but a1l share a few similarities:

all are indisputably lethal, all are unnaturally durable, and all

contain a savage monstrosity that desires nothing more than

the freedom to wreak havoc upon the material world.

The greatest proportion of daemon weapons are simple

devices-blades, mauls, axes, and the like. However, a smal1

portion of them, often wrought by more creative and cunning

artisans, are created from guns or other advanced weaPonry.

Regardless of their nature, however, all daemon weaPons

share the following basic qualities:

Lethality: In addition to any other powers and abilities

they grant, daemon weapons are unnatural, hungering things

that delight in slaughter and destruction. Daemon weapons

with the Primitive Qgality lose it, and all daemon weapons

add the bound entity's Willpower Bonus to their Damage

and penetration values. In addition, due to their blasphemous

nature, any weapon which originally had the Sanctified

Qgalify loses it when it is turned into a daemon weapon.

Finally, any ranged daemon weapons lose their original

clip size and reload time-the daemon within produces the

amnunition, and consequently the weaPon need never be

reloaded again, though it also can only use a siqx
type of ammunition.

Uncanny Resilience: Regardless of their

apparent construction, daemon weapons are er:
difficult to damage. They count as having a narur:-

20, and will not be destroyed if used to Parry o: an

by weapons with Power Fields or similar effects L'i
weapon is somehow destroyed, roll immediate,i

6-3: Perils of the Warp (see page 211). O:
which indicates a daemonic manifestation, it is :-t
within the weapon which is released, at which

likely attempt to slaughter every living creature i:
The Beast Within: A1l daemon weaPon! $

nature, contain within them a bound and ens"

entity, subjugated to the will of its wielder. In rn;s
weapons, this creature will be relatively weak

of anything but instinctive fury and unending

However, more ambitious artisans have been kno'rt
bind more powerful entities into weapons, and

greatest gifts of the Dark Gods are legendary anc

weapons containing powerful daemons. The morc

the bound daemon, the more powerful the weapcm.

greater the risk to the wielder.

In order to wield a daemon weapon, the use:

succeed in a Daemonic Mastery Test (see page i
the daemon suffering a penalty equal to -5 x tlt
Strength determined when the weapon was creaied.

cows the weapon into obedience. Alter this

the wielder's concentration slip-should he bc

rendered unconscious, or should his Willpower
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RNE Sf/EAPoN ATTRTBUTES
The following are attributes for Khorne Daemon Weapons.

Bloodlust
This weapon craves battle, and constantly seeks to drive its
wielder into combat. Nothing but endless conflict will sate

this weapon's desires, and it will do everything it can to
achieve that goal.

Effects: A weapon with this attribute forces the wielder
to make a Challenging (+0) Willpower Test or enter a

Frenzied state (as per the Frenzy Talent, see page 124) when
drawing the weapon. The wielder may attempt, as a Full
Action at any later point, a Difficult (-10) Willpower Test
to sheathe the weapon and end the Frenzied state.

BloodTracker
Khorne's hounds can track any foe, any prey, over any distance,

across space and time. No creature can elude Khorne's hunting
dogs forever, and weapons bound with these daemons are

renowned for their ability to find foes anywhere.

Effects: A weapon with this attribute grants the wielder
the Unnatural Senses Trait, with a range equal to the Daemon's

Willpower characteristic.

Fuelled By Slaughter
This blade contains the roaring, bellowing essence of one of
Khorne's most powerful daemons, driven by bloodshed and
slaughter. Its essence suffuses the weapon, drawing upon the
death and carnage it inflicts to strengthen the wielder.

Effects: Whenever a weapon with this attribute is used

to slay a living creature (creatures with the Daemonic or
Machine Trait are not considered to be living creatures for
this purpose), the wielder immediately regains 1d10 wounds,
up to his normal maximum.

Null
Khorne's loathing of wizards and witchcraft knows no limits,
and many of the Blood God's favoured creatures share that
hatred. When bound into a weapon, that hatred manifests as a

disbeliefin the power ofsorcery that defies that power rendering

witches and wyrds powerless against the weapon's wielder.
Effects: Any psychic power which includes the wielder of

this weapon as a target suffers an additional -20 penalty on

the Focus Power Test.

Rampage
Many of Khorne's servant creatures are monstrosities of brass

and bone and blood, creatures for whom slaughter is not the

murder of one creature at a time, but rather a bloodbath of
gouged and trampled bodies, a maelstrom of carnage. When
bound into a weapon, these creatures leave nothing but
destruction in their wake.

Effects: When making a Charge Attack using a weapon

with this attribute, the weapon's wielder may instead make a

Furio-us Impact When using Furious Impact, the wielder moves

,jq, normal charge distance in a straight line towards a single

and any other creatures, friend or foe, within 1

original target, suffer the weapon's Damage. The targu
other struck creatures hit by this attack may make

as normal to avoid the Damage. The weapon's u-ici

not need to roll to hit in order to use Furious Impac:

Impact may only be used once every other round.

Skulltaker
The weapon desires nothing but to rend the flesh anc

skulls of mortals, and it guides its wielder to that
Effects: A weapon with this attribute suffers no :

perform a Called Shot attack, and may make that

Half Action, so long as it is targeted against the enei:r

Spiteful
These weapons contain the bound and furious
an unwilling daemon, imprisoned for the sole

inflicting terrible injuries as these spirits lash our a:

all within reach. Such weapons are vicious, spitend
railing against their imprisonment.

Effects: A weapon with this attribute gains th*
(2) Qgality.

Thirsting
Khorne cares not from whence the blood flows, ar,:
does the daemon within this weapon. The desirr
blood is this weapon's only instinct, and the weapon
against all restraint to slake that singular desire. \\
wound it inflicts, the weapon drinks deeply of rhr
blood, leaving them drained and lethargic.

Effects: A weapon with this attribute inflicts a

Fatigue with every wounding hit.

NuncrE $flnepolr ArrnrsurEs
The following are attributes for Nurgle Daemon

Bile-quenched
During the process of this weapon's creation, it was i
a furnace fuelled by the flesh of lepers and quench*d
bile of those who have died from plagues, forever
tool of the Plague God and sealing the daemon deepL:

it. The daemon's vile nature, emanating through
forged metals, causes nausea and distress in those ir

Effects: A weapon with this Qgalify causes a

wounds to lose one of their half actions next turn. as

and dizziness overwhelms the creature's concentration-
creatures, such as those with the From Beyond,
Machine Trait, are immune.

Degeneration
The weapon is corroded and discoloured, tainted
by the daemon within. With every blow, a foe's body
increasingly palsied and disoriented, unable to ac
fullest of their abiliry.

Effects: A weapon with this attribute deals 1d

.$4{lget 'If the weapon's wielder engages the target, that target

Damage with every wounding hit. This is a
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ii'Effects: A weapon with this attribute gains an additional Shrieking
form of attack, which may be used instead of the weapon's

normal attack - the weapon may not be used to attack using

both the Stream of Corruption and its normal method in the

same turn. It is considered to be a Basic Weapon with a range

of 30m, and deals 2dl0 plus the daemon's Willpower Bonus

in Impact Damage, with the Felling (2), Spray, Stream, Toxic

(3) and Warp Weapon qualities.

The weapon's construction is bizarre, containing

hollows and furrows that catch the air as it mots
noises that sound faintly like the wrathFul howls of :u
within. Upon striking an enemy, this wailing reaches i
driving deep into the target's mind and causing intmr

Effects: A weapon with this attribute gains the

(z)Qsality.

Soporifi.c Musk
The daemon's presence causes the weapon to eFlor
iridescent pink mist that clouds reality in a

For those devoted to the Prince of Sensations. mm

concern, but for others, this delusion occludes the

slows reaction time.

Effects: A weapon with this attribute causes al
within the daemon's Willpower Bonus in metres rl

-20 penalty to Perception and Agiliry. This penai:'u

apply to creatures Devoted to Slaanesh.

Swiftness
This weapon may contain one of Slaanesh's a:
creatures that can outpace most mortal beasts. --.

within this weapon confers some of the creature's :l

to its wielder.

Effects: A weapon with this attribute, when drt*n,
the target the Unnatural Agility trait at a rating erLU{

the daemon's Willpower Bonus, rounding up.

TznENrcn \ilflnepou ArrnrnurEs
The following are attributes for Tzeentch Daemc:

Fateweaver
The daemon within the weapon is well-versed ::

shifting tapestry of fate that influences all things a,r.ir

how to influence destiny for its own ends.

Effects: The possessor of a weapon with r:::
gains an additional two Infamy Points, as if his l

20 points higher.

Illusory
The daemon within the weapon is a master :i
deception, twisting reality about the weapon ::
conceal its nature and purpose.

Effects: The weapon appears to be a normal u

type unless the observer passes a Hard (-20)
In addition, the weapon's deceptive nature imposes a -
on all Dodge and Parry Tests to avoid its attacks.

LivingMagic
Tzeentch is the master of sorcery, and many of ia
are skilled in the arcane arts. From deep within 6c
the daemon whispers the secrets of sorcery to the

reasons all its own.
Effects: While a weapon with this attribute is

wielder gains a bonus to Focus Power Tests equal

daemon's Willpower Bonus.

SreeNEsn'S7pepou Arrmsurus
The following are attributes for Slaanesh Daemon Weapons.

Commanding Presence
The daemon's force of personality and innate charisma

produce a weapon which almost glows with undeniable

authoriry making the wielder difEcult to dismiss.

Effects: A weapon with this attribute, when drawn, grants

the wielder the Unnatural Fellowship trait, with a rating eqsal

to half the daemon's Willpower Bonus, rounding up.

EntrancingAura
The daemon is well-versed in spells of enticement and desire,

and weaves them about the weapon, making its motion

impossible to ignore, grabbing attention and refusing to

release it, leaving the entranced enemy exposed to attack.

Effects: A melee weapon with this Quality, when drawn,

allows the wielder to Feint as a Free Action once per turn.

Ranged weapons gain no additional effect.

Envenomed
The weapon appears to be made, in part, of fragile bone or

glass, with many tiny openings from which seep a translucent

fluid. Its touch is deadly, its bite more so, as daemonic venom

is transferred into the target's wounds.

Effects: A weapon with this attribute gains the Toxic

Qgality, with a rating equal to half the daemon's Willpower
Bonus, rounding up.

Glittering
The daemon cannot help but entice and enthral, and its essence

causes the weapon to shine with a distracting iridescence, that

grasps the target's attention at the last and most crucial moment.

Effects: Any attempt to use the Dodge or Parry Skill to
avoid attacks from a weapon with this attribute suffer an

additional -10 penalty.

Lashing
The weapon, like the daemon within it, has an ophidian

Qgality to it, writhing and shifting with sinuous grace in the

wielder's hands. When it attacks, it lashes out, extending far

further than it should be able to reach.

Effects: A melee weapon with this attribute gains the Flexible

Qaliry cannot be parried and can attack from up to the daemon's

Willpower Bonus in metres away, in a similar manner to a whip.

A ranged weapon with this Qality, due to the way it shifts and

"!'1,,ggato, 
gains the Gyro-stabilised Qgality.
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and Craftsmanship; more complex weapons take longer to

manufacture. See Table 5-20: Difficulty and Time by

Availability for details.

Upon successfully creating a weaPon for this Purpose,

record the number ofDegrees ofsuccess scored on the Tech-

Use Test-this will be relevant later.

Legacy ofSlaughter
As an alternative to creating a weapon from scratch, an artisan

may seek out a weapon which contains what sorcerers and

dark scholars refer to as a "sympathetic emotional resonance'"

This means that the weapon itself has seen sufficient use

in war and ritual, or has some particular connection to the

daemon or its patron, to be powerfully charged with emotion

to make it an ideal vessel for daemonic binding.

Finding such weapons is not an easy matter, and it often

requires many months or years of searching to find the ideal

item. Once a potential candidate has been located, it takes a

Very Hard (-30) Psyniscience Test to confirm the presence

or absence, and the strength of a suitable emotional charge,

with more Degrees of Success granting more information.

This is described on Table 5-21 Legacy of Slaughter.

With weapons, the strength of an emotional charge normally

depends on the lives it has taken. Other factors can be relevant,

such as the bond benveen a Particular wielder and the weaPon

(for example, weapons created to commemorate a particular

event or heirlooms passed benveen generations), but few things

charge a weapon with emotion like the transition from life to

death. The effects of this emotional charge are detailed later in

this section. It is up to the GM to determine what sort of weaPon

this may be, and how many lives it has taken.

Surrt"roNrNc
A key element of creating a daemon weapon is, unsurprisingly,

,;,':ihe daemon itself. Few daemons desire to be bound into a

their savage desires. (binding a daemon into a

mortal host is far easier by comparison, as the d

mobility and freedom of action), and

daemons will willingly comply with a summonei
if he intends to create a daemon weapon.

Summoning a daemon for this purPose requires a

described on pages 228, ln Chapter VI: Psychk

which also provides a few sample summoning rittuL
if the daemon becomes aware of a character's inte,-r

into a weapon, it gains a *20 bonus on its Wi

resist any Daemonic Mastery Tests the character ai

it is successfully bound. Daemons have long memcir=

things, and do not easily forget those to attemPt to

BrNprNc
With the weapon and the daemon both prepare,J

of binding the two together is the next stage of -
Binding a daemon into a weapon is a lengthy a:c

ritual, with many risks for those involved. There sn

many tales of those who have attempted this ritua-

only to be torn to pieces by the daemon they soug:r

The ritual to bind a daemon into a weapon "
below and follows the rules for rites and rituals

pages 228, in Chapter VI: Psychic Powers.

Foncn rHE AccuRSED $flre.pox
This ritual binds a daemon into a single wea:r:nr

Heretic's choosing, sealing them together into a si:

device

Requirements: An appropriate weapon must be

anointed in a ritualistic fashion, and a ritual performe:

with some significance. One example is the weapon "
in human blood, daubing blasphemous runes upon ir
daemon must be summoned and held under the Hereu :

An example location might be one where the veil

and the warp is thin, or upon ground which is sacred c
ofChaos and has been defiled through sacrifice and

acts. An example ceremony is one in which the weaPin

daemon must be within a rirual circle painted in a

blood and bone dust and marked with runes of bi

enslavement. In addition, eight cultists must assisr

bound in chains ofblack iron, chanting for eight houn

ritual begins, and sacrificed to the Dark Gods at is
A Hellish (-60) Forbidden Lore (Warp or
Test is required to successfully perform the ritual,

Table 5-22: Summoning Ritual Modifiers. The

also apply any other modifiers he feels are appropriate

Effects: The daemon is bound within the weaPorl

,,,;niail inanimate object and given little to no freedom to slake
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available simply
treasured items

rolling dice.

GonrsEExnn
Containing a Flesh Hound of
Khorne, this razor-fanged axe

confers those creatures' best

known traits upon the one who

wields it. It was last seen in the

hands of the Aspiring Champion

Gorath Varix, leading a warband of
Khorne Berserkers during a raid on Midael.

Varix was confirmed dead in the battle's aftermath,

but the weapon was nowhere to be found.

Goreseeker is an Axe with a Willpower
characteristic of 40, a Binding Strength of 2, and the

Blood Tracker and Null attributes, granting the wielder

the Unnatural Senses (40) Trait and imposing a -20
penalty on all Focus Power Tests for psychic powers that

target him.

Vrrnr"revr
Once borne into

battle by Ahn

Sokat the Icon

Bearer and l^ter
Coryphaus of the

Word Bearers' 39th
Host, this Bolter

somehow found its way to a makeshift

shrine ofbone and steel on the reaver

world of Iniquity awaiting a worthy
master. Though the beast within is only a minor warp entiry

little more than an astral spectre, the weapon itselfis a relic of the

Traitor Legions, proud and belligerent, and unwilling to suffer

the touch of mortals. With every unworthy soul who attempts to

claim this weapon, the shrine grows a little larger.

Vilemaw is a Legion Bolter with a Willpower characteristic

of 28, a Binding Strength of 2 and the Vicious attribute,

granting the weapon the Razor Sharp Qgality.

ANtc,q.nru.ctt
A weapon perhaps more infested than possessed, An'garrach

has a long history and has changed hands more times

than anyone cares to recollect. A Legion chainsword

containing the bound essence of one or more

Nurglings, An'garrach exists to spread illness, and

is too stupid a creature to realise

the indignity of its situation. More
enthusiastic than most daemon

weapons, it revs its motor and

drools pus-fil1ed oil with annoying
regularity, perhaps explaining its

frequent change of ownership.

An'garrach is a Legion Chainsword

with a Willpower of 28, a Binding Strength

of 3, and the Degeneration attribute, inflicting
1d10 Agility Damage with every wounding hir

KnztrtttcttAt,
Once a weapon proudly serving the Imper:rL

Guard many thousands ofyears ago, the flamer n;o,n

known as Krz'at'tchal has been a daemon \\'eaauft

flor so long that it barely remembers existence

the bizarre flesh and steel of its prison. Once l
Tzeentch, the daemon now projects its many-c

through the mutated nozzle of the flamer it cal*
Krz'at'tchal is a Flamer with a Willpower of4i

Strength of 2, and the Mutating and Warp F-re

granting the weapon the Reliable and Warp \4'ea:

and forcing all creatures wounded by the weancxr

Challenging (+0) Toughness Test or begin:;

NecgtnetArr rHr }IuNcnmuc
The final prison of the Daemon Prince Nach'ra'e-

was crafted specifically to hold the daemon by

by a rival's warband, the name of which is long los
horrifically powerful weapon, the blade seems to

the worlds of the Screaming Vortex seemingL l ...............
appearing occasionally in the hands of a warlord pto'

to claim it without succumbing to the weapon's

this, Nach'ra'ael perhaps has the last laugh, for it h*
reclaim former glories by possessing unworthy $if!

Nach'ra'ael is a Sword with a Willpower of ll
Strength of 4, and the Accursed, Impossibly Shar:

attributes, adding +1d10 to its Damage, and fe
Tearing, and Warp Weapon Qgalities.

Each of these weapons

through
is never

is Unique, and

testing Infamy,

as simple as

should never be

as gaining such





CnaPTER
VI, PSYCHIC

FOvERS
"Thefool, the coward, and the ignorant proclaim that the warp is a

realn ofunknowable peril and indescribable terror, that it is the hell
of countless ancient mlths and legends. Tbb is a lie, told $t those

wbose authoritl is based on lies, to keep the masses terrif ed of the

unknown. The warp is limitless in power and its secrets are infnite;
it is knowledge and strength, lfe and death, (tnd the untdpped

potential tu make and remake worlds. It takes onj the dbcipline and

tbe will to shape i; those who lack that claritl of purpose are liable

to be shaped b1 it instead."

- Ahzek Ahriman of the Thousand Sons

sykers, sorcerers, witches, warlocks, wyrds... the names

for beings able to touch the warp are many. These

individuals have the capability to reach into the warp
and grasp from within it the power to shape the world, bending
reality to their wills. Collectively, these feats of defiance against

the material universe are known as psychic powers, sorcery,

witchcraft, spells or a variety of other names, dependent upon
who wields those powers and how they are regarded.

While these powers are regarded with fear and suspicion
within the Imperium, this is not the case everywhere. Amongst
the servants of the Ruinous Powers, the psychic giFt is often
regarded as a blessing from the Gods. It is seen as a means

for mortals to contact the realm of daemons and gain insight
into the desires of unknowable entities. The least of them are

a resource to be expended, their fragile minds and frail flesh

burning away under the harsh light ofthe warp, but the greatesr

of them are terri$ring to behold, becoming literal conduits for
the power of change, and no longer entirely mortal.

But the Imperium and the servants of Chaos are not the
only forces that possess psykers. Many renegades and traitors
stand outside the Imperium without seeking the Dark Gods
for favour, and a great many alien species possess powerful
psykers of their own, from the enigmatic and subtly powerful
seers of the EldaE to the brutal and unpredictable Weirdboyz
of the Orks, to the horrific witch-beasts that lead the endless

tide of the Tyranid menace, and many more besides.

PSYKERS IN THE 4IST
MILLENNIUM
Psykers take many forms and filI many roles across the galaxy,

employed by many races, civilisations and factions, and these

rare and exceptional individuals are variously revered and

reviled by those who employ their abilities.

rMrrcnns AND StrYRDs
While many psykers do not survive the first manifestation
qf their powers, those who do-and manage to avoid being

d,
abducted or murdered by the agents oi:-,
learn to harness great power. Most of the:; . -: :

or outlaw communities, or upon worlds --:-
the reach of the Imperium, but a ferr' :.- :"
within the heart oF the corpse-emperor s :: -., ":

pcrsecution of thc authorities.

These psykers rarely have the stab:. - :r,

have been enslaved and subjected to l:=
the Imperium, but can attain frightenin=- ::;
their minds unconstrained by the do::r
characterises the Sanctioned. Such wyrc: i
after by those of nefarious intent, and rn:: :..rr

the service of the Ruinous Powers, gain::i r'*rr
suffered the same persecution and peril. a::
previously unimaginable power.

SoncEnrRS oF Cneos
In the dark days of the Horus Heresl: ;. : -
battle-psykers of the Adeptus Astartes---c i --,-, :,rirrLr

followed Horus swiftly devoted their min:. ;,:

glory of the Dark Gods, becoming vesse.: -.:r'

than they could ever have grasped while s::, :.
of the False Emperor. While the best kne-.,.- :''

sorcerers of the Thousand Sons, most o: ::,rrnl

Librarians who swore their eternal allegiar-: m,

In the millennia since the Long War :*-:ro:
Adeptus Astartes have renounced their lorzrrr
Throne and sworn themselves to Chaos, and

have been many Librarians who cast offthe
masters and embraced a greater power. In
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SING PSYCHIC POWERS . Apply the Effects: Depending;': nro

Rating (as determined by the po*e
When a psyker, such as a Sorcerer or Psyker, wishes to use a

Psychic Power, he must first choose how much power he is

pouring into the abiliry and any other methods he is using

to draw upon and focus the power of the warp. Then he

must make a Focus Power Test (typically, but not always, a

Willpower Test, modified by the difficulty of the power and

the character's effective Psy Rating), to see i[ it manifests.

Finally, if the test is successful, the power wiil take effect.

Depending on how much energy the psyker used and what
methods he used to bolster his efforts, there may also be

additional consequences. The step-by-step process [or using a

Psychic Power is described below:
. Choose the Power Level (Fettered, Unfettered or

Push): The power level at which the psyker uses his

power (reflecting how deeply he is drawing from the

warp) influences the likelihood of the psyker successfully

manifesting the power, and also determines whether there

are any unwanted side efFects such as Psychic Phenomena.
. Select any other Paths to Power: Whether giving up a

portion of his own essence, sacrificing the life of another,

or employing ritual tools and blasphemous invocations,

the psyker applies the benefits ofany ofthese additional
methods of gaining power

. Make a Focus Power Test: In most cases, this is a

Willpower Test (though there are some exceptions) the

difficulty of which depends on the power, and which
is modified further based on the power level chosen. In
some cases, determined by the poweq the target may

Oppose this test (see page 37 for Opposed Tests).

power will have variable effects. sc: au

of effect, or Damage. Depending :- :nn

above, the power may also gert:;n
or even Perils of the Warp. It is :..i: n

consequences of any Paths to Po'i .'

PSYCHIC STRENCIfT
Whenever a psyker uses a power. h: -. :
the warp and channelling it into :: :

opening such a conduit to the v,:.=
and the psyker incurs a chance::
in the warp that have undesired . :,-l"fr
cases, these disturbances may even -:t.:
an uncontrolled rift betrveen real:: .iu:

potentially fatal consequences. By =--: ::
power he draws, a psyker can reduc. : - .
of side-effects such as Psychic Phe:: -:-rLr,

Warp (see pages2lO-211). Equallr.:. :--
the well of the warp to boost his p:., .- '
capabilities. Of course, such power ;.-. . .

risk of unleashing unintended el-,i.:. ..

unwanted visitors from beyond. The ::::::,r:
Phenomena vary based on the ni.:-:: .l

soul-bound lackey psykers of the l::r-.-Lrfil
of the Space Marines, and the Sorc;:.-. .n

Marines draw on less power but ma..' -,,
unsanctioned witches and mortal \\a.:: ,"
effects, but can draw more deepll' :: -:"- -

TagIe 6-1, PSYCHIC STRENGTH

Fettered (Psy
Class of Psyker Rating/2)
Bound: Chaos 

Make a Focus Power Test,
Space Marine

counting Psy Rating as
sofcerers,- ,' ' ' ' hali normal. No chance
Lrbranans. and-''-.'-'-: -"- , to manifest Psychic
sanctroned mortal

Phenomena.
psyKers such as

Astropaths.

Make a Focus Power Test,

Unbound: Wyrds, counting Psy Rating as

renegade psykers halfnormal. No chance

and mortal to manifest Psychic

sorcerers Phenomena.

Unfettered (Psy
Rating)

lf the psyker rolls doubles
during a Focus Power
Test, ro11 on the Psychic
Phenomena Table (see

page 160).

IF the psyker rolls doubles

during a Focus Power

Test, roll on the Psychic

Phenomena Table (see page

160), adding +10 to the
total.

Ifthe psyker rolls doubles

during a Focus Power

Test, roll on the Psychic

Phenomena Table (see

page 160), adding +10
to the total. The psyker is
not affected by the result,

though those around him
may be, unless the result
causes Perils of the Warp.

Push (Psy Rating +1
to +3/+41

May add up to +3 to Psy

Rating when Pushing.

Roll on the Psychic

Phenomena Table, adding
+ 10 to the total.

May add up to +5 to

Psy Rating. Make a

check against the Psychic

Phenomena Table at +5
per +1 rating desired,

up to a maximum of
+5/ +25.

May add up to +4 to
Psy Rating. Make a

check against the Psychic

Phenomena Table at + 10

per +1 ratingdesired,
up to a maximurn.of
+4/+40. Thq l!y&eq.!s
not affected by the result,
though thoee arolndrhim
m1y be; unliiq,tliq..r lr
caqses' Peiill iilf *lie,W3f p

-li :: al

Ps'' ---: :
Ta:-= :i::

May not use powers at

the fettered level.
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this way, the psyker suffers 1d10 Toughness Damage as the Focus Power Test lor every Degree ofSucces
energies of the Immaterium poison his body from within.

Traitor Adeptus Astartes characters may not benefit from

Corpus Conversion; the taint-resistant metabolism of the

Chaos Space Marines makes them incapable of burning away

their flesh to fuel warp-based powers.

ExeuprE
Vandar Henotb has a Willpower of 55 and a Ps1 Rating of 6.

Attempting to oblierate d group of Enforcers with the Doombolt

power, he turns to the Corpus Conversion power to bolster his

ffirx. He is restaining his ffirts, using the power at the Fexered

lettel, requiring a Focus Power Te* rault of 80 or less. He succeeds,

with a roll of 13, scoringfour Degrees of Success. To this be adds

an additional Degree of Success fron Corpus Conaersion, taking

I d10 Tougbness Damage in tbe process, allowing him to unleab

fue boltsfron the power.

PnoreNE Svunors
Sorcerers have many ways to draw upon and unleash their
power, but one that is frequently observed is the use of sigils,

symbols and other means oImarking people and areas, binding
power to them. A burning sign on the flesh or armour of an

ally, or a roughly-daubed emblem upon the ground, or even a

puddle of corrupted blood spat from the sorcerer's mouth can

seal a power into another person or location.
Any power with a range of Self can be cast upon an ally,

painting arcane symbols upon his flesh or armour. The normal

duration of the Focus Power Test does not apply-it instead takes

six rounds to manifest the power, at the end of which the Focus

Power Test is made, with an additional -10 penalry If this is
successful, the power takes effect, though a1l the power's normal

effects are applied to the ally rather than the sorcerer. The recipient

must spend the actions to sustain the power's effect, though al1

other effects ofsustaining a power affect the sorcerer.

Any power with a radius centred on the sorcerer may be

cast upon a location, marking the ground or another fixed,

immovable point in some blasphemous manner. The normal

duration of the Focus Power Test does not apply; it instead

takes six rounds to manifest the poweq at the end of which
the Focus Power Test is made, with an additional -20 penalty.

If this is successful, the power takes effect, though all the

power's normal effects are instead centred upon the chosen

point. The sofcerer must sustain the power as normal.

Secmrrcr
The Chaos Gods are said to demand blood and sacrifice from

their followers, and those on the path to glory are always

eager to offer such things in exchange for greater power. For

sorcerers in particular, the offering of blood and life allow

more ambitious use of their powers.

A psyker with the Ritual Slaughterer Talent may ritually
prepare and slay a sacrificial victim (which must be a human

or intelligent xenos). It takes a Difficult (-10) Forbidden
tore (The Warp) Test, taking 2d5 minutes to prepare and

,4noint a bound and helpless sacrificial victim. Once prepared,

Forbidden Lore (The Warp) Test. In add:::o*
Psychic Phenomena or Perils of the Warp cc:lrl
will be focussed through the dying victim. -L-r
normally would affect the psyker instead c:"'q*

burn to ash in a blaze of iridescent warp-fla=e
Energy Damage to anyone within three rne::: mr'

(gaining the Warp Weapon trait and increas:€
five-metre radius if it was caused by Perils c: :-.u

tlxNeruner $Trnpownn
Some particularly powerful creatures har-e ,'r-r

mental discipline far beyond the normal li:-:- "
mind, granting them the ability to more :{
the power of the warp into the desirei ::ra.
and Characters with Unnatural Willpoue: ;m
terrifyingly potent psykers, their personali:, .:
the flows and tides of the Immaterium. Rt
Power Test is still a Test based on a Chara::.-:
receives additional Degrees ofSuccess on 2 i+-

FOCUS PO$T/ERTEST
Any use of a psychic power begins s'i:: : :

Action (see page 236), which requires a Fo---s

determine whether or not the power man::ssr
and how potent its effects are. The amount c:-:ml
takes is determined by the power being u-se: rn,url

Free Action, Half Action, Fu1l Action or Re;--rm.

In most cases, a Focus Power Test is : -o'1,!

modified by the difficulty of the power beine ':ra
Rating of the psyker, which grants a *5 bc:- '. u
every point of Psy Rating the psyker uses tb: ---;

test is passed, the power has manifested, rl'h:-: rirr
means that the power does not manilest ani :-':
though the action is still used regardless ofrl
takes effect. A result of 9 I or higher alu'als ;:

regardless oF any other factors. In many ca-\* trin

Degrees of Success scored when passing the F:,::r;

determines some of the effects of the po\to'er-
case, it will be noted in the power's descripc:r-

Many powers also indicate an Opposec -:m:.

when used against an unwilling foe. If the F:,:as

is an Opposed Test, the psyker must successi:*',

and gain more Degrees of Success than at r-.rr^

opponents to activate the power. Note that e.er r
gathers fewer Degrees of Success than his opr:
not activate the power, he still can generE-.. s

in the warp if using the power at Unfefiei€ n:
When resisting an Opposed Focus Power Tesi
select a Power Level for any Willpower Test:o
adding his Psy Rating as normal to the TesL

SusrelNrNc PsYCHrc PowERs
Some psychic powers can be sustained for a

of time, as noted in their description. A

such powers without the need to make

only a small amount of effort to ,sss{ain tit$-#$6.alFull Round action to slay the victim.

;S;.':Iii*e subsequent turn, the psyker gains a *5 bonus to his Howeveq attempting to maintain mtltiple
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FSYCHIC
FNENOIttENA

When a psyker reaches deeper into the warp to power his

abilities, there is always the chance of the Empyrean bleeding

into realiry a factor which is at the very least disturbing and

disconcerting, and which may be destructive or disruptive to

the very fabric of reality. Sometimes this maniFestation of the

warp is unique to the Psykeq but in general it is as unpredictable

as the warp itself. Some effects can include a

in temperature, ghostly voices, feelings ofuneae
vegetation shrivelling and dying. In rare insta::rr,
warp breaches with the direst of consequence :r[

When a psyker uses his power at the Unfetterc:

level, he risks generating such a disturbance ir: :u
Unfettered Focus Power Test that results in a do;-.
or any power used at the Push level, means that:,:
roll on Table G-2: Psychic Phenomena. Panic:;nl
on this table can result in the psyker having to rol :r:
Perils of the Warp. A few powers, as noted in th::
cause other effects upon the material world wher, :,:"

t5-t7

27 -29

36-18

Taule 6-2: PSYCHIC PHENOMENA

Roll Effect

o1-o3
Dark Foreboding: A faint breeze blows past the sorcerer and those near him, and everyone gets the leeling that

the galaxy something unforrunate just happened.

04-05 Warp Echo: For a few moments, all noises cause echoes, regardless ofthe surroundings.

06,0S Unholy Stench: The air around the psyker becomes permeated with a bizarre and foul smell.

09-l 1
Mind Warp: The psyker suflers a -5 penalry to Willpower Tests until the start of his next turn as his own inherent :--::;u
suspicions and hatreds surge to the surlace ofhis mind in a wave ofunbound emotion.

L2-14 Hoarfiost: The temperature plummets for an instant, and a thin coating of frost covers everything within Jd10 metres.

Aura of Taint: All animals within 1d100 metres become spooked and agitated; Characters with Psyniscience can pi::':::
psyker as the cause.

18-20 Memory Worm: All people within line of sigtrt of the psyker forget something trivial.

2l-23 Spoilage: Food and drink go bad in a 5d10 metre radius.

24_26 :ffltTatrff;:.Winds 
whip up around the psyker for a few moments, blowing light objects around and gunei.re

Veil of Darkness: For a brieFmoment (efFectively the remainder oFthe round), the area within 3d10 metres is pl:::.==:

immediate darkness.

7O.32 Distorted Reflections: Mirrors and other re0ective surfaces within a radius of 5d10 metres distort or shatter.

Breath Leech: Everyone (including the psyker) within a 3d10 metre radius becomes short oFbreath for one round aci :
))-) ) 

make any Run or Charge actions.

Daemonic Mask: For a fleeting moment, the psyker takes on a daemonic appearance and gains a Fear rating of 1 unni

the next turn. However, he also gains one Corruption Point.

39-41 Unnatural Decay: All plant life within 3d10 metres oFthe psyker withers and dies.

^)_aa 
Spectral Gale: Howling winds erupr around the psyker, requiring him and everyone wirhin 4d10 metres to make an

Agility or Strength Test to avoid being knocked to the ground.

a\_^1 Bloody Tears: Blood weeps from stone and wood within 3d10 metres ofthe psyker. IFthere are any pictures or stan:* :'

inside rhis area, they appear to be crying blood.

4R-so The Earth Protests: The ground suddenly shakes, and everyone (including the psyker) within a 5d10 metre radius rm
Routine (+lO) Agility Test or be knocked down.

< r q ? Actinic Discharge: Static electricity fills the air within 5d 10 metres causing hair to stand on end and unprotected ele.-=

short out, while the psyker is wreathed in eldritch lightning.

EA <4 Warp Ghosts: Ghostly apparitions 611 the air within Jd10 metres around the psyker, flying about end howling in pain
J*-JU

q?_ (o Falling Upwards: Everything within 2d 10 metres oFthe psyker (including the psyker himselF) rises 1d10 metres into the air :s rr;

briefly ceases. Almost immediately everything crashes back to earth, suffering lalling Damage as appropriate for the distances fajca

The Furies: The Psyker is assailed by unseen horrors. He is slammed to the ground and suffers 1d5 wounds in Damage i
6j-65

armour, but not Toughness Bonus) and he must test against Fear (2).

An_A) Banshee Howl: A shrill keening rings out across the immediate area, shattering glass and forcing every mortal crearure able olou-oz 
(incfuding the psyker) to pass a -ttattengi"g (+0) Toughness Test or be deafenea for I d I 0 rounds .

;,' ; Shiidow of the W6rp: For a split second, the world changes in appearance, and evcrygaer.wiihin.rld;.{99,,{i$!* .has bdd
,:,:lrerrifis glimpse of the shadsw of the warp Everyone in the area {including the prykcr} mrixrtn{ke,e D.imgili,Fr0) Ed

Tbst or gain 1d5 Corruption Points. :
Tech Scorn: The machine spirits reject your unnatural ways. All un-warded technologywithin 5d10 metres malfunctio'n

69-71 momentarily, and all ranged weapons Jam (see Chapter I: Playing the Game), whilst characters with rybernetic implants

Routine (+fO) foughness Test or suffer 1d5 Damage, ignoring Toughness Bonus and Armour.

Perils of the Warp: The warp opens in a maelstrom of energy Roll on Table 6-l : Perils of the Warp, page 2 1 f ifl3tt*d:
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YCHIC FOwERS
"From the udrp, power. But power alone is nothing without form or

purpote. From daire, will. But will alone is pointless witbout tbe

power to make those desires real. Onj b1 nelding the two can one

fndfeedomfon thb dEing, stdgndnt redliry."

- Excerpt from Book IX of the Sibylline Incitements

sychic powers work in much the same way as Skills and

allow a psyker character to manifest effects and abilities.

Sorcerers and wyrds tap into the raw and untamed power

of the warp, learning powers when inspiration, experimentation

or daemonic providence provide the oppornrnity.

Many sorcerers and wyrds had some training in the use

of psychic powers before their rebirth as servants of the Dark
Gods, and while they may forsake those teachings during their
awakening, remnants of that training linger, to be joined by the

divinely-inspired powers granted to them by their new masters.

The following section contains several disciplines of psychic

powers. Five of them-Unaligned, Nurgle, Slaanesh, Tzeentch,

and Exalted-are intended for Chaos-worshipping characters

onliz The others-Telepathy, Telekinesis and Divination may be

used by psyker characters of any species or allegiance, and are

designed to be used as much by NPCs opposing the Heretics as by
Chaos psykers. Therefore, an unaligned Heretic may freely select

powers from the Unaligned, Exalted, Telepathy, Telekinesis, and

Divination Disciplines. A Heretic who is Aligned to a specific

Chaos Power loses the ability to select Exalted Powers, but may

take powers from his God-specific Discipline instead.

uueucxED PowERS
These powers are the common techniques of most Chaos

sorcerers, abilities that tap into the seething, corrosive nature

of the Immaterium in its purest, elemental state. Unaligned
powers provide a broad but basic array of abilities that may

be employed by any Sorcerer.

Nuncrn Powrns
The powers of the Grandfather of Pestilence are insidious,

repulsive and debilitating. Sorcerers of Nurgle leave mewling,
diseased corpses and desecrated earth in their wake, their
powers spreading hellish, warp-spawned diseases.

SreeNEsH Powsns
The Prince of Pleasure grants powers that ravage the mind and

reach deeply into the soul oftheir victims. Sorcerers ofSlaanesh

delight in spreading pain, extremes of sensation and delusions.

TzEENrcn Powrns
The Lord of Deceit and Sorcery blesses and patronises

many sorcerers, granting them great powers of change and

desolation. T2eentch sorcerers revel in the death they create,

for the change from alive to dead is amongst the greatest of
changes a mortal being can cause or suffer.

Exerrnn Powrns
Amongst greatest and mosr ic:- : - -
able to balance the favour of al- :: -- - ii

free from their grasp. Exahc; :
only by sorcerers capable oi::.,: - :

TErEprrrrv
For a psyker. the mind is a po'.i ----
and respected. Able to reach ::,:: '-
away thoughts and influence -:,- -
cause havoc ifhe chooses to i: ,

TEmxrxnsrs
The will of a sufficiently-pol.:: -,

pulverise flesh with nothing nrr: --.
are literally as strong as iro:. -: ,

material world with a sinsle ;:- - . - -

DrvrNrrrow
The warp is beyond time and pi.'. , - - :

psyker can gaze lnto its depths ir :.- -
and times. It takes great skill to c:s:.- . .

the infinite reaches ofthe Imma:. --
to gain more than vague insig.-.:. ---

what they seek, the rewards oi c.'.' - : -

ALIGNED PO$TEF.s
Certain powers, Nurgle, Slaan;.: ,

Aligned with that god. This h:i -.. '
First, taking one of these po',i.;- -

that furthers a Heretic's align:. -

Aligned to Nurgle taking Nurg.: . ' .

to Nurgle by l. Secondly. Alie :.: :
if the psyker in question is AiiE:.:
example, if a Nurgle sorcerer r', ::l
unaligned, he may no longer :.:
that the psyker does not "lose" :.:: :
it. It he later returns to be Al::-
use Nurgle's Rot. He does no; : .

second tirne. In a similar fashic:
used by psykers who are unaliE:::

Powrn Fonuer
Each Psychic Power is presenie : -- -

Name: The power's name.

Alternate Names: A varien :t
used to refer to the power. Son--. :-,
others by Astartes Librarians, As::-:.

Value: This number represei:i :-
required to learn the power. Ps1'c:-: :
with Experience Points.

Prerequisites: Some techniq';i:: :: : - '

learnt other ways to use his abiir::: rr
a particular Chaos God. The ps,'i.:: rruen

(or other prerequisites) listed in o:j:: 'r
Action: The Focus Pgurs1 dcrr;r ,rw'

to activate the power. This is us.i:l"r i
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Sustained: Half Action
Subtype: Attack, Concentration
Description: Great long bonds of warp-spawned ropes,

chains, and lengths of barbed sinew erupt from the ground
and wind themselves around any creatures within reach. These

bonds ensnare and constrict as if alive, and sprout barbs and

thorns which dig deep into the flesh ofthose so ensnared.

Foul Cage is a Psychic Blast with a radius equal to the

power's Psy Rating, that deals ld10+3 R Damage with the

Crippling (1d10), Snare (2) and Tearing qualities.

Grrr oF CHAos
Alternate Names: Fleshy Curse, Indigo Fire of Change,

Festus' Transfi guration
Value: 400xp
Prerequisites: Psy Rating 5,Infamy 40+
Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Opposed Hard (-20) Willpower Test

Range: I metre x Psy Rating
Sustained: No
Subtype: Attack, Concentration
Description: The Sorcerer tears a miniscule hole in realiry for the

brielest of moments, exposing a single foe to the full splendour

of the warp. In seconds, their flesh is remade anew by the glory
of Chaos, creating a howling, screaming mass of corrupted matter

that thrashes and flails as it succumbs to mutation after mutation.

The target opposes this power with a Toughness Test. If
the target wins, it suffers no Damage. If it loses, it suffers 1d10

Damage +2 per Degree of Failure, ignoring Toughness Bonus

and Armour. If the target loses the Test by four or more Degrees,

the target mutates, immediately suffering a random Gift of
Gods (see page 291)-at the GM's discretion, minor NPCs or
adversaries can simply be transformed into a mewling, disgusting,

and harmless Chaos Spawn, effectively killing them.

[IerEsronu
Alternate Names: Dream of Rage, Deluge of Fury
Value:400xp
Prerequisites: Psy Rating 4, Frenzy, Hatred (Any One)

Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Difficult ( 10) Willpower Test

Range: 5 metres x Psy Rating radius

Sustained: Half Action
Subtype: Attack
Description: The Sorcerer calls upon the dark gods to gift
him with a portion of their own hatred, and becomes the

crackling focus of an aura of dark energy. Anyone caught

within this explosion of unholy power finds himself with a

psychotic hatred of al1 living things, h::-::.;
their foes ar the first opportunity. The hell:s - rl
the warp are easy for a Sorcerer to find, ri.:;: .,,

control, often proving overwhelming for:.-. ,
While this power remains in effec. :-,

all creatures within the power's radius : -
Frenzied state, as if they had the Frenz'. l. :rr

remain in this state for as long as the'. ::-.ul
power's radius. The Sorcerer may continu- :: -
powers even while Frenzied.

Hosr oF FTENDS
Alternate Names: Cavalcade of Hc*--
Mass

Value: 200xp
Prerequisites: Psy Rating 3

Action: Full Action
Focus Power: Challenging (+0) Willpc'. .- -
Range: 5 metres per Psy Rating radius

Sustained: Free Action
Subrype: Attack, Concentration
Description: The veil between realitl' a-, - '"

thin and porous, allowing even the leasr c: : - , -
and claw at the edge ofthe universe, the:: :
howls and the nightmarish images ther' :-- : .

all mortals within their reach. Those u'hc :,
being revel in the blasphemy they intli.. .- - rrl

that comes from their presence.

All of the Sorcerer's enemies within r3fl!: - 
i '

a -2 x PR penalry to all Willpower Tests. I:- .::
a creature affected by this power fails a \4'ii,-,:
1d5 Corruption Points for every Degree c: -- -

\$[enprruE
Alternate Names: Swift as Karanak, Gci. . :'r,,,r

Value:400xp
Prerequisites: Psy Rating 4
Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Difficult (-10) Willporve: -'
Range: Self
Sustained: Free Action
Subtype: Concentration
Description: The timeless nature of the r,.:-::

cunning Sorcerer the means to defy the normal -:
hastening his movements and reflexes s'J;: :-,,rjrl

appear to be moving in slow motion. -\'i":
terrifying speed of Khorne's hunting hc--: ,,

holds particular horror for psykers.

The Sorcerer gains the Unnatural Weap; !
Ballistic Skill and Unnatural Agility train :," a;

to his Psy Rating.

\)UrrNn oF CHAos [ConnuPTrclril
Alternate Names: Stream of Corrup::ra"
Cascade, Blue Fire of Tzeentch, Whirlwinc :': i
Value: 300xp
Prerequisites: Corruption 30+
Action: Half Action



. .:: rsal .ra.uod1p16 (O+) Eur8uallellJ :ra.&\od snJoJ
uollrv JIEH :uolltv

E surrea Ls4'a13rn51 3o r*^'tO"J;;;Hi
esJn] IeUIJ agJ 'uolleJo^ul

JrloJJaN qtpu?snoql 'pto11 luertssaq :seuIBN eleuJallv

lrsun3 s(u[IdlIT

'rrlsualrerer.lr &ry8v srq or ,{lleuad 0I- E sreJJns oq teql

reref,ros agt sl tltl5 Lg pa:aqruntue os '.IaAa^\oH '3unea ds4

s,JeraJJos aqt ol lenba Surle: e qll^\ IIeJI ssouq8nol Ielnleuun
aql sure8 raJaf,ros aql 'DeJJa ut st la.r,rod slql elIIllA

'ueru Jessel B IIaJ plnor"r teqt sar.rn(ur3go 8n.rqs ueJ lo;arJos

eqt 'turoJ lenualusad e qlns qtll'r pagrg daap os lnr lou oP

.,{ruaua aql3o s/t\olq eql leql lJrns ssaulnoJ PUB I{11g qll^l. PalsnlJ
Sunuorag 'po9 an8ey4 eqt Jo sluanl5e Passalg eql alqwasar

o1 se8urqr pue stsl.4lt qsag s(re;ar;o5 aq1 :uo4dlJJseo
uoltellualuo3 :adr$qng
uorlJv aeJJ :PaulPlsns

31ag :a8ueg

lsal lartrodlll6 (OZ-) prtU :ralrrod sntoJ
UoTDVJIEH :uollrv

197 ssauq8nol 'a18.rn51 pau8qy :salrsrnbaral4
dxggT :anpn

srl:oyq ;no8tn 'ruJoJ luenlg] :sauuN alBuJa]lv

HSlrTi[ lrTttvTorANJ

'urnl txau sllJo l;Els eqr IDun peuunls sr pue a8eueq Surleg

r{sd + gIpI sa>1el;a.r,rod slql tslse.t o} slleJ leql a;ruearc r{uy
'ruop1 (8ur,rrag) sasuag paualqBrag aql a,req,{aql31 dlpuad g1-

Ieuouppe ue Suuagns 'rsa1 ssauq8nol B tJll,l\ lsal Jaaod snJoJ

aqr asoddo ,teur ;a.r,rod srqt3o o8uet ulqlut lq8ner soJruBaJJ

'JnJJo ol raL pue lualf,ue qtoq san8eld 8ut1o,tur 'saseaslP

lua;alJrp Jo saueu arul egt sleads ;a;auos aql se 'unutlap
pue ured 3o su:seds qlu,r pelJe;,^ sa^lesuaql PUU uolleluerul

yurluaptsad su{l Jo roqsrea urqtv'r lq8ner asoql 'qrl,l\ sleuou

pagrS:a,r,a seq a13;np leql aseeslp r{.ra,ra pue 'uo.t; palagns:a,ra

seq eq asBasIP .,fua.ta 3o soueu aqt qlIA saluBr leojql s,Jajalros

aqr 'suor8e1 rruoueep s,a18:np ,{g paneua sy :uorldposaq
uouerluaJuo3'Ireltv :adr$qng

oN :Peur8lsns

se;lalu 0€ :a8ue11

tsal ra.u,od1y16 (91-) pasoddg llnrUJIC :Ja..\{od sntoJ
uonrv IInJ :uollf,v

e13mp pau8rly :salrsrnbarer4
dxggy :anpn

tueq3 snoIJIIeC'aruellrsed Jo r{uetr1 :saulBN aleurallv

slrxod ilo uroH]

'snuog lensn .rraql luer8

sas?aslp ro suostod tslsa.t ol sesnuoq lueJ8 leqr sarlrltqe letrads
Jo 'stIpJJ 'slualpJ .{ue flluanbasuor Pue 'aseastp .to uostod

e lslser 01 slsal aq ol PajaPlsuol a;e;a,a,rod a13ln51 E JoJ lsal
Jaaod snJoJ pasoddg ue lslsa; ol aPEIu srsa; ssauq8nol 11y

'dlqsrorvr a18.rng 3o qled aql u^\oP ral{unJ reralros e sale}

uraqr Sultralas pue 'a13rn51 ot PaIuII a:e s;ar*od ue,\as asaql

'patsaJruEru aq lq8rrr
tBq] Eueuouaq4 rrqrrts4 1eu;ou ,{ue c:

uoDrPPE ur sr srql 'soEqf, Jo PUI \ aql _lc :::: -.;

pue SuruoruoJsrp egl ot enp slsel :a'.'.:.j '.

0I- u sJalJns JeJsJJos al{l Jo seJlaul (- -:'
d;a,ra 'u;nl lxau s,Ja:af,Jos aql Jo uets .- -.

Jo saollJe al{t tJtIA\ pangul lsnp 8ut:au:'i , -:-

'rilg q paraueds 'awe11 atnzv Suuattn' --.'
la8uo1 stuauou ,l^oJ B JoJ ale3;ns ,L:'-; -

s,,Iartrod aql Jo anPlso: lrqrr{sd eql :euea:rrlmmi,

.{rrpnb 8uuea1 aql sute8 so:'-.- --

pau8rleun ue .,{q pasn Jt ,tllenb f,IXoI :- -,rmli'

pur16 larauog e18rn51 e Lq pasngl drr.1e:.: : -'- '

soeqSJo PuIIA 'rererros qsaueBls e ,{q ::,-
aqt sule8 soellf, Jo put16 la,lar.rog Qtt-.::::- 'u

'tuaruu8qe s,JaJar.IoS aqt 
^g 

paulura::: -- "rii

a18urs u snld 'sarlrtun'b uodeall d:e-y. : -
3ur11ag aql qrlll a8erueq L8;aug Surtey :. -

stf,al3o s,Ja.l.rod aqr pro,re dlln3ssalns tc- -:. :
,{uy'lsa1 ,{lrllSv ue qll^\ tsel raaod si-.-:- : -

Lurds aqt urqlrr* tq8ner sa;n1ee:3 'l.r:;:-: ::.,'urlrrlr

uodeam e ol JEIITuIs 'a8ue; s,.la,trod aq: :- ."-

-0t E ul,{8reua 1no3Jo luajJol P saJn!:-: -'
'rttuesut PuE sal::- :'-

Parnolol'.ruerelJrP,{1rgns sr soBq] Jo P'.::,'.
'JaJaJJoS qSeuPBIS e _;O S.ra,r,rOd aql sesllr:::-: -.:

8ur.raur18 .ro oJuarsaulurnl rrtoud,{q _Jc - :".

snorlrg Jo ruearls E arnpo:d a18rnp ot pr:: .;:
;arrrod tdu.rorgo Sur.lnodlno sltllJo alrj:- i-.
Jo suollo^ap aqt uodn Surpuadaq 'aIe!. -: ":lr

so^eal tpql LS.raua 3o aAEA\ e sal{sealun i:-;:-.:'
urqtrr* uorldnr;or aql otut daap Surq::--;

Sutteg Ls6 -', ;

uorlEJlualuc l

SUITINOiI IITC'IINNlsal uondn.r:oC (O+) 3ur8ua11eq3 paso;i:



5 metres x Psy Rating
Sustained: None
Subrype Attack, Concentration
Description: Whispering an incantarion taught to him by a

Plaguebearer, the Sorcerer focuses a stream ofdecay into one of
his victim's body parts. At this foul command, the victim's flesh

and bone wither away in a display of glorious arrophy, leaving
shrivelled ruin in the spell's wake. Some sorcerers know this as

the Thousandth Necrotic Invocation, one in a long list of vile
sllables beloved ofthe Grandfather ofPestilence and capable

of inflicting terrible aftlictions upon their victims
This power is a Psychic Bolt that causes the target ro suffer a

single Rending Critical Effect equal to ld10. Leper's Curse does

not do Damage to Wounds, but can cause limb 1oss, blood loss,

or even death, depending on the Critical Effect.An opponenr can

only be targeted by the Leper's Curse once per combat.

Nuncm's Ror [ConnunrroN]
Alternate Names: The Destroyer Hive, Heart of Contagion,
Pandemic's Herald
Value:400xp
Prerequisites: Corruption 30+, Aligned Nurgle
Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Challenging (+0) Corruption Tesr

Range: 5 metres x Psy Rating radius

Sustained: Half Action
Subtype: Attack, Concentrarion
Description: The grandest and most infamous of Nurgle's
contagions, Nurgle's Rot is known by many names and has

appeared on countless worlds, leaving entire populations desolated

by this terrible daemonic pathogen. Nurgle's devoted sorcerers

take on all manner of diseases, serving as host to the creations

of the Lord of Plagues. From this seething mass of decay and

entropy these devotees of pestilence summon forth the psychic

echo ofthis paragon ofplagues, inflicting it upon those nearby.

The infectious gift of Nurgle is cast outward to embrace all
who stray too near to the Sorcerer. Creatures within range of
the Sorcerer while this power remains in effect suffer ld10 +
Psy Rating Damage, with the Tainted and Toxic (4) qualities.

The damage ignores Armour unless it is environmentally sealed.

Those Devoted to Nurgle are unaffected by this power.

Psychic Phenomena: While this power remains in effect,
the air within the power's range is filled with a thick, acrid
fog and swarms of massive bloated flies. Any creature within
range that is not devoted to Nurgle suffers a -5 penalty to
Weapon Skill, Ballistic Skill, Intelligence, Perception and
Fellowship Tests as the foul vapour andbuzzing flies hinder
their concentration and drive them to distraction. This is in
addition to any normal Psychic Phenomena.

Frsro oF PESTTLENCE
Altemate Names: Pestilent Earth, The Plaguefather's Qgagmire
Yalue: 300xp
Prerequisites: Aligned Nurgle
Action: Full Action
Focus Power: Hard (-20) Willpower Test

Subtype: Concentration
Description: While touching the ground
the Sorcerer conjures forth a wave of pesrilenc€
turning hardened soil into a morass of greeni
Many sorcerers invoke litanies of infertility or
of desecration, while others trace abhorrent
dirt or pour jars of diseased blood onto the
sorcerers believe that this power was granted te
one of the most renowned of Nurgle's daemons

While this power remains in effect, the grouni
Sorcerer, which moves as he does (centred on hin r
becomes swamp-like. Any creature-with the
the Sorcerer himselt-within the power's radius

Challenging (+O) Agility Test or fall whener.s
to move faster than a normal Half Action

PurnrryrNc EMBRAcE
Alternate Names: Epidemic Touch, Hand of Ful
Value: 200xp
Prerequisites: Mark of Nurgle
Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Very Hard (-30) Willpower Test

Range: Self
Sustained: Yes

Subtype: Concentration
Description: The Sorcerer reaches out with a=,
in foulness, to corrupt anything he touches. A r,r

spreads stinking pus and other vile fluids, defil::
they are left upon.

The sorcerer's unarmed melee attacks dea-

Rating I Damage and gain the Toxic (3) Qgaliry a:r
as having the Deadly Natural Weapons Trait. Th:
Strength Bonus is not added to the Damage.

RerN oF FouLNEss
Alternate Names: Torrent of Decay, the Grand;am

Value: 300xp
Prerequisites: Aligned Nurgle
Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Challenging (+0) Willpower Tes
Range: 20m x Psy Rating
Sustained: Half Action
Subtype: Attack, Concentration
Description: At the Sorcerer's command, the sim
brooding, discoloured clouds that split open an;
and rotten blood down upon the Sorcerer's foes i
little more than flee from this downpour of vileneo
devout of Nurgle's sorcerers speak of this pou'e o
gift from Grandfather Nurgle, bestowed upon rhe
the Plague Lord's domain.

This power is a Psychic Blast with a radius d'
Degrees ofSuccess on the Focus Power Test.

within the area of effect suffers 1d I 0+7 I Damap
equal to Psy Rating and the Toxic (3) Qgaliry aod
a Pinning Test.

.'84,oge 5 metres x Psy Rating radius

l-#*iisilredr Free Action
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horrific acts they can make others perform.

The Sorcerer nominates a single creature within range and

line of sight, which may resist the power using a Willpower

Test. If the test is failed, then the creature's actions, for a

number of turns equal to the Sorcerer's Psy Rating, are chosen

by the Sorcerer instead. The victim may only perform a single

half action each turn he is controlled, and may not perform

any action with the Concentration subtype.

Sout's Sncnrrs lJNrsesHrn
Alternate Names: Mastery of the Soul, The Dark Prince's

Whisper, Insidious Utterances

Value: 500xp
Prerequisites: Mark of Slaanesh, WP 50+, Psy Rating 6

Action: Full Action

Focus Power: Very Hard (-30) Opposed Willpower Test

Range: 25 metres x Psy Rating

Sustained: No
Subtype: Attack, Concentration

Description: The Sorcerer becomes a mouthpiece for the

infinite voice of Slaanesh, crawling deep into the mind of
a chosen victim, calling forth the darkest desires from the

depths of his victim's soul, unleashing them and giving them

free reign. Slaanesh sorcerers consider this power to be the

greatest ofblessings they can bestow uPon a mortal soul.

The Sorcerer nominates a single creature within range, who

may resist this power with a Willpower Test (the opposing Test for

the Focus Power Test). If this test is failed, then the victim's darkest

impulses take control of his mind for a number of rurns equal to

the Sorcerer's Psy Rating. During this time, he acts in accordance

with the most destructive side of his personaliry unrestrained by

self-control, and attacks the nearest target (creature, Heretic, or

NPC) with his most powerful weaPons. He will not take suicidal

actions such as leaping offa building to attack someone in melee,

but he still takes otherwise foolhardy risks and automatically passes

Willpower Tests to resist Fear or Pinning' He is also immune to

stunning and the effects ofFatigue.

Svlapuorvv oF PArN
Alternate Names: N'Kari's Concerto, Malignant Song

Value: 300xp
Prerequisites: Mark of Slaanesh, Toughness 40+, Psy Rating 4

Action: Full Action
Focus Power: Hard (-20) Willpower Test

Range: 5 metres x Psy Rating radius

Sustained: Half Action

Subtype: Attack, Concentration

Description: The Sorcerer casts his arms wide, as if conducting

a great orchestra of cavorting daemons that howl and dance

around his echo within the Immaterium. Their siren call warps

the minds of those nearby, causing blinding sheets of pain'

This power emanates from the Sorcerer in all directions, out

to the listed radius. All creatures within that range-excepting

those Devotid to Slaanesh-while the power remains in

effect, are stunned for one turn and gain a number of levels of
Fatrgue equal to the Sorcerer's Psy Rating if they roll a double

::,r P$ any'Test they make for any Action they attempt
::,+: i+ ': :,., :.. ,

TZEENTCH POST/ERS
These nine powers are linked to T2eentch, and

will take a Sorcerer further down the path

Borr oF CHANGE
Alternate Names: Crimson Fire of Tzeentch.

Wrath, The lnevitable Gift
Value: 500xp
Prerequisites: Mark of Tzeentch, WP 50+, Pq R

Action: Half Action

Focus Power: Challenging (+0) Willpower Test

Range: 10 metres x Psy Rating

Sustained: No

Subrype: Attack, Concentration

Description: The Sorcerer focuses his will and his '*'

a searing bolt of warp-flxms-sftsn red, due to th:
lore of the many-coloured fires of Tzeentch-r:"s:

enemies to twitching masses of mutating gore. :r
whirlwinds of iridescent ash. Few substances ca: 

','

the corrupting energies ofa Bolt ofChange.

Bolt of Change is a Psychic Bolt that deals Xi-.
Damage with a Pen of 9 (where X equals the sc::-
Rating), and with the Felling (Psy Rating) Qgaliq. -

a living creature struck by a Bolt of Change must ::
make a Challenging (+0) Toughness Test. Fail';--

that the target gains 1d5 Corruption Points for er'::;

of Failure. Five or more Degrees of Failure indica:g

target becomes subject to swift and catastrophr-- :

transforming into a Chaos Spawn that swiftly coL'i
puddle of shrieking ichor

BooN oF TzEENTcH
Alternate Names: The Cyclops' Gi[t, Emeralc :,
Tzeentch

Value: 300xp
Prerequisites: Aligned Tzeentch, Psy Rating 4

Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Challenging (+0) Willpower Test

Range: Self
Sustained: No
Subtype: Attack, Concentration

Description: The Sorcerer reaches deep into thc

greater power, bolstering his akeady potent abilirb
Many sorcerers learn this power from ancieni

fragments of the Book of Magnus, conjuring a

fire that augments sorcerous might in those strong

wield it, and which may immolate those who grasp

at the power it provides.

The Sorcerer gains a bonus to his Psy Rating

Degree of Success he scores on the Focus Power

may only be used on the next power the Sorcera

only if that power is used at the Unfettered

Higher. However, upon using that bonus Psy

Sorcerer suffers an immediate hit,. &aling 1d5

Rating of the second power Damage .with a Pel
the Shocking Qality. This hit cannot be,

blocked through a Field Save. 
.,,,',,..{,,F,1,'_,;t*.!i;+l'.f
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orEAN Fonu [Connurrrox]
Alternate Names: Flesh of Clay, Chimeric Transmutation,

Blue Fire of Transformation
Value: 500xp
Prerequisites: MarkofTzeentch, Corruption 50*, Toughness

50+, Willpower 50+, Psy Rating 6, Corpus Conversion

Action: Full Action
Focus Power: Challenging (+0) Corruption Test

Range: Self
Sustained: Free Action
Subtype: Attack, Concentration
Description: The Sorcerer distends and warps his form into a

new and horrific shape, channelling the power of Chaos into his

own corrupt flesh to bless his enemies with a glorious image of
change. Sorcerers ofT2eentch consider this power to be amongst

the greatest blessings Tzeentch can bestow upon a monal-the
power to change themselves into any form they choose.

Upon successfully using this power, the Sorcerer gains

Unnatural Characteristics equal to twice his Psy Rating,

divided as he chooses amongst his Characteristics. Alternately,

the Sorcerer may choose to gain a number of Traits from
the following list, each Trait taking the place of tlvo points
of Unnatural Characteristics he would gain normally
Amphibious, Amorphous, Burrower (2), Flyer (3), Deadly
Natural Weapons, Multiple Arms (1), Natural Armour (2),

Sonar Sense, Sturdy, Unnatural Senses (5). Traits with a value

in parenthesis can be taken multiple times, each time after the

first adding * I to the listed value.

However, so unstable is the Sorcerer's form that he cannot

easily maintain his shape, gaining the Warp Instability Trait.

Should he be reduced to 0 wounds, the power's effects end

immediately, leaving the Sorcerer Stunned until the end of his

next turn as his body swiftly returns to its natural shape.

Psychic Phenomena: The constant stream of warp energy

pouring through the Sorcerer's body causes ripples in reality
that cannot easily be contained. At the start ofthe Sorcerer's

turn, every turn this power remains in effect, roll on Table
6-2: Psychic Phenomena and apply the result immediately,

re-rolling results of75 or higher. The second results stand.

PsvpgoNr
Alternate Names: Thoughtleech, Violet Flame of Deprivation

Value: 200xp
Prerequisites: Aligned Tzeentch, Willpower 40+, Psy Rating 4
Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Challenging (+0) Opposed Willpower Test

Range: 5 metres x Psy Rating
Sustained: Free Action
Subtype: Attack, Concentration
Description: The Sorcerer locks his gaze with a victim,
drawing away his will and using that stolen mental strength
to bolster his own. Frequent use of this power has been

known to result in a coma or braindeath for the victim, and

leave fleeting echoes of memory in the Sorcerer.

' The Sorcerer nominates a single enemy within range and line

of sight,'who may resist this power with a Willpower Test. If

points of Willpower Damage the po*tr
Willpower remains for as long as the porlrr

Vrm RrvErerroN
Alternate Names: Orange Fire of ?

Glimpse of Destiny, The Unforeseen F'::r.rnr

Valuer 300xp
Prerequisites: Mark of T2eentch, Perce-r::q

Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Difficult (-10) Oppose::':r
Range: Self
Sustained: Half Action
Subtype: Concentration
Description: The Sorcerer feels the si:--- ii:,;
keenly, and can discern brief slivers o:-:"rrrr
this morass of swirling potential. Man'.'-i:"::
by the visions they receive from the li:::---;rd-uruml

While this power remains in efie; rr ii

enough ofthe future to grant him an ac.-:--:;rg

The Sorcerer gains a bonus on all tess..::.,,
in effect equal to twice his Psy Ratinu. ---:

points of Intelligence Damage every ri= :::r

EXALTED POstr|ERS
These powers are powerful and d::::-r r

several of them are simply more poue.* ,:

powers. An Exalted power can onll' :,. ::":
manage to walk the narrow path ber'i-:- :-ry

and consequently may only be purcha-tt a:c

who are not aligned to any one of the C:-;':r -'
represent an unaligned psyker's abilir.':: :-l.
and every Ruinous Power to shape hG r- :-:'

BrespnsMY MADE Fmsn
[ConnurrroN]
Alternate Names: Transcendence ::- :.,:

ofthe Soul

Valuer 500xp
Prerequisites: Corruption 60+, Pq'R:::r.s 'r
Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Difhcult (-10) Corr:::,:,:
Range: Self
Sustained: Free Action

Subtype: Concentration
Description: The Sorcerer's soul is -.::e r:

utterly awful to behold and almost impxiur
to look upon him without feeling nau.-.e:':s

the Sorcerer's nature that daemons sr::=
to tear through the veil and revel in dx:
presence. This power, and its lesser lrrsEn
sorcerer Esh'raiik to rurn his foulness icr; ru

While this power remains in effecr rr,ru

to target 1fis $616s1s1-\Mith a melee

psychic powet or any other form of a*,
Willpower Test, with a -5 times the

Ifthe attacker passes the Test, he may

LtIMi'l

t:,:*p.!arget fails to resist, he suffers 2d10 Willpower Damage, and

,,1-;ltE!r-.Soiierer gains Unnatural Willpower (1), + I for every full 5 failure means his revulsion prevents hid
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heighten righteous spite. Eldar Warlocks and Imperial Savants

alike employ powers of this sort to strengthen the wills of their

allies against impossible odds and terrifiing adversaries.

f,;any=rcund after the first). If the psyker wins the Focus Power

iii@t* St.ans information from the target's mind, depending

with waves of emotion that drive away fears and on how long he has successfully maintained the

psyker fails the Focus Power Test, he is ejected from

mind, unable to dig any deeper, and the powers

However, the psyker retains any knowledge he re
gained from the power's use up until that point.A number of allies within range equal to the psyker's Psy

Rating, plus the psyker himself, may immediately overcome

the effects of pinning, and gain a * 10 bonus to all Willpower
Tests to resist the effects of Fear while this power remains in

effect. Allies affected by this power lose its benefits as soon as

they move out ofrange.

MrNn Lrxx
Alternate Names: Warp Whisper, Silent Voice

Value: 200xp
Prerequisites: Thought Sending

Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Ordinary (+ 10) Willpower Test

Range: I kilometre per Psy Rating

Sustained: Free Action
Subtype: Concentration
Description: A natural development of the simplest telepathic

techniques, the psyker forms a lingering mental bond benveen

himself and several others, allowing them to share thoughts over

considerable distances. Chaos cultists regard such communication

as the speech of the daemonic, a trueq purer way of conveying

information, and secret organisations of all kinds value the swift

and silent communion that telepathy allows.

While this power remains in effect, a number of willing
creatures equal to the psyker's Willpower Bonus are mentally
linked, allowing them to communicate instantly and silently
This power requires line of sight between the psyker and all the

other participants at the moment the power is used, but once

the power is in eflfect, line of sight is no longer necessary

MrNn Pnoss
Alternate Names: Thoughtworm, Deep Interrogation, Thief
of Memory
Value: 200xp
Prerequisites: Thought Sending

Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Challenging (+0) Opposed Willpower Test

Range: 1 metre per Psy Rating

Sustained: Fu11 Action
Subtype: Attack, Concentration
Description: The psyker reaches into the mind of a single

creature, unravelling the layers and defences within it to uncover

thoughts both obvious and hidden. The servants ofthe Inquisition

frequently employ such methods to interrogate particularly

resistant suspects, and it is for this reason that they are so feared

by enemies of the Imperium, but they are far from the only group

who employ psykers to steal secrets from the minds of their foes.

It takes five rounds ofsustained effort to completely probe

the mind of an individual. It requires a Focus Power Test,

opposed by the target's Willpower Test, each round the power

issustained, with the same modifiers as the initial test to use the

: powff (though there is no chance of Psychic Phenomena for

A psyker can attempt to perform this pc'**r
preventing the target from knowing that his n::-rc

infiltrated. This changes the Focus Power Test to : l
Opposed Willpower Test, and the power may or-i
the Fettered power level.

Psvcnrc Scnreu
Alternate Names: The Banshee's Wail, Splin::: m''

Soul-killer
Value: 300xp
Prerequisites: Thought Sending

Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Hard (-20) Willpower Test

Range: 5 metres per Psy Rating
Sustained: No
Subtype: Attack, Concentration
Description: The psyker's mind unleashes a \\'a.: uD

force that resonates in the target's mind, inflifii:€
that can injure or incapacitate an enemy. The EIea:

wail of the banshee that ca11s souls from their t'o--r,

is felt rather than heard, while many psykers bc---

and renegade know of telepathic attacks thai -r:
mind with agony and wound the sou1.

This power is a Psychic Bolt which deals li- - :
Damage, *2 for every point of Psy Rating, with ::rr
and Warp Weapon Qgalities. The target sufi:- ;
to his Toughness Test to resist the effects of ::,:
quality equal to -5 x the psyker's Psy Rating- -r-:
if successfully used, this power will always h:: :;u
head-as the power affects the target's mind di:e--l'
than a random location.

Tnoucnr SENoruc
Alternate Names: Echo o[Thought, Whisperc ,ffflnl

Value: 100xp
Prerequisites: None
Action: Free Action
Focus Power: Simple (+40) Opposed Willporir L
Range: 1 kilometre per Psy Rating radius

Sustained: No
Subtype: None
Description: The psyker can send his thoug=m

minds of those around him. This is the most crucr
of telepathic techniques, known to vast numbers cd

many species and allegiance.

The psyker can broadcast a short message-no
sentence per Psy Rating-to a number of individu4
than two for each Degree of Success scored on the

Test), or indiscriminately to every single creature widi
Minds who do not wish to be contacted in

resist with a Willpower Test, gaining a +20 to
they do not share a language with the pcyker,

mind's processes are still linked to the;lihrct$€
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Tsrnxrr.rEsrs
Alternate Names: Subtle Will, Geisthand, Iridescent Grasp

of Edrian6,

Value: 100xp
Prerequisites: Mind over Matter
Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Challenging (+0) Willpower Test

Range: 5 metres per Psy Rating
Sustained: Half Action
Subtype: Concentration
Description: The true Telekine does not just manipulate large

objects with clumsy force. Precision and care are essential for
the more complex applications of telekinetic force. Adeptus Astra

Telepathica Savants speak of the subtle will as a state of calm

determination, while Eldar legend tells of the seeress Edrian6,

whose gifts produced a psychic touch ofpeerless dexterity.

This power allows the psyker to perform any task he could

accomplish with his bare hands, such as operating complex
controls, picking a pocket, wielding a weapon or grabbing
an adversary. In any situation where the task in question

would require a Characteristic Test, the psyker substitutes his

Willpower instead. The psyker's Psy Rating substitutes for his

Strength Bonus while using this power.

TnrnxrNrrrc SHTETD
Alternate Names: Bulwark, Kineshield, Bunker of Will
Value: 200xp
Prerequisites: Mind over MatteE Willpower 45+
Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Ordinary (+ 10) Willpower Test

Range: Self
Sustainedl Free Action
Subtype: Concentration
Description: The psyker constructs a barrier of denial and

defiance that deflects the attacks of his enemies as if it were a solid

object. Ancient, long-buried lore from the time of the Heresy

calls these manifestations Kineshields, and explains that great

psykers ofthe past could once protect squads, or even armies, of
warriors beneath great and impervious barriers of this sort.

While this power remains in effect, the psyker is considered

to have all locations protected by cover with an AP value

equal to his PR. This cover is not ignored by weapons with
the Warp Weapon Qgality.

Trrnxrunrrc $rrEAPoN
Altemate Names: Keenest Edge, Wyrd-knife, Ephemeral Razor

Value: 200xp
Prerequisites: Mind over Matter
Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Difficult (-10) Willpower Test

Range: Self
Sustained: Free Action
Subtype: Attack, Concentration
Description: The psyker's mind cuts deeper than any

mortal blade, manifesting as an impossibly sharp blade of
psychic force that shears through flesh and armour with

,fqntemptuous ease. Rumours abound of psychic murder-cults

:.:lnt' e depths of hive-worlds that employ these powers as

tools of assassination, slaying without any tanc---c

While this power remains in effect, the psyke:

of telekinetic force, which imposes no penaln'=-
required Weapon Training Talent. The psyke:

Telekinetic Weapon as he would any other rres
and the blade may be parried, though it cannc::r
by weapons with the Power Field quality. The ,.
1d10 plus Psy Rating Rending Damage u'i:.-- ;
to the psyker's Psy Rating. This is further n:'-:
wielder's Strength Bonus as normal for a meler *

DIVINAIION
Diviners seek to discern the hidden past and k-.:u
of future events. Their abilities allow them ro -:,o{,

Immaterium to find the answers they seek. --.:
discipline is not an easy one to master-to look =:',r
is taxing and even dangerous, often leading ::
those not fully prepared to embrace the glory c: :n

Unlike most powers, some of those in ---.: I
discipline make Focus Power Tests based or i
instead of Willpower, as they are far more --:u
awareness of the psyker than his strength of n-::r.r.

Pnrcocr.crrroN
Alternate Names: Momentary Foresight, De:.
Fortune's Favour

Value: 100xp
Prerequisites: Psyniscience Rank I
Action: Half Action
Focus Power: Ordinary (+ l0) Psyniscience Tes
Range: Self
Sustained: Free Action
Subtype: Concentration
Description: The psyker's mind skims the *arp
of the immediate future, seeking to discern threau

that he may avoid them. Many latent psykers are

the gift they possess, considering their survival to
luck, while Eldar seers describe it as an act of
the fate-weaving Crone Goddess, Morai-Heg.

While this power rernains in effect, the

bonus to all Evasion Tests equal to.T wice his
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uncanny proficiency in a vast range oF tasks due as much to

prophetic talent as to any mundane skill.

The psyker gains a bonus equal to five times his Psy Rating

on the first non-Evasion Skill Test he performs before the end

of his next turn.

PnncocxrrrvE Srmxr
Alternate Names: Khaine's Ruthless Blade' Templar's

Foresight

Value: 300xp
Prerequisites: Precognition, Precognitive Dodge

Action: Free Action

Focus Power: Difficult (-10) Psyniscience Test

Range: Self

Sustained: No
Description: To discern one's own future is sometimes

deemed easier than discerning the futures of others-to
look for the echoes of one's own soul, rather than those of
unfamiliar foes. However, the psyker has learned to do just

that, seeing the way his foes fight and discerning moments of
weakness, discerning opportunities to strike. Eldar Warlocks

often turn this technique to their advantage, striking with

uncanny accuracy.

The psyker gains a bonus on the first Weapon Skill or Ballistic

Skill Test during this turn, equal to +5 x his Psy Rating.

RITES AND
RruALs

"The grand horror of the warp touches manl minds; it is not

mere\ the mind of tbe witch that can delve into the depths of
the Immateritm. Through grand rituals and arcane tites, the

deyoted can speak to the Gods and beseech then fot fat'our."

- Vandar Herroth, the Architect of Blasphemy

orcery, warpcraft, magic, call it what you

will, it is a real and deadly force in the

41st Millennium. The Imperium regard

this "dark magic" as a great evil, a dire perii

that awaits any who delve into knowledge

of the forbidden. The truth oF the matter

is far more complex, a mess of paradox

and contradiction.
What is known for certain is that

through the use of certain mimetic

lormulae and esoteric equations,

expressed variously as simple verbal or

somatic patterns or through complex

rituals of murder and discord, the stuff of
the warp can be drawn through the fabric

of realiry This warpcraft can be made to

alter and corrupt physical matter, imbue

objects with unnatural power, mutate flesh,

summon forth entities from the Immaterium,

and even create deliberate breaches or rifts in the

structure ofthe universe. To undertake such vile rites or even to

search out the means to do so within the Impt:;"':
punishable by death and excommunication.

The malefic arts must either be independe:-'

experimented with and honed with practice-- :-
with peril----or be gleaned through the equally trt::
of tutelage under a master occultist or even a da;:- - -,,r.

such, knowledge of these dark rituals is rypic-
and paradoxical, for what one sorcerer can ac--:

gesrure and an incantation, another will require .-.:

the floor and the blood of the murdered.

"Chaos ritual" is a catchall term that covers :::
occult formulae, and strange ceremonies b1' '. --

can be called upon to alter reality or its den:-.-

forth to erupt into the physical universe. Chac-' -:;lrl

a potentially endless variety o[forms and are c::- "]l

malign and irrational things, employing ins.:,
centred on damaging reality in some way Such = '-,,

flare unleashed into the endless dark tides ofth= --:
order to attract the attention of daemons and t- t,ulucl lu dllrdLL rllL drrLrrlrl

through the veil or perhaps used to create a s.-:-- ,,riirL

buckling of physical laws and a release of o;'--

can be controlled and channelled by the ritual's --- - : '

own ends. Warp rituals are horrifically dangerc* .

potential scope is limited only by the deprar.: -.,
mankind and the ageless malevolence of the R- - : -

PERFORMING CHAOS
RITUALS
In game terms, Chaos rituals are there to .:-
effects. A particular ritual might exist to su:-
posscss an unwilling victim. contact a por\ i:' -

an area with unholy forces, foretell the fu:-:,
dead or simply rip open reality and -.: "

have their way... the list is potenl:.-
a general rule of thumb, the mc:. : -

potent the effect to be achi;'..:
difficult the ritual will be :: .-

Rituals require time ::: : -

perform, and there are r:..:. : -

successfully carrying :: . - rrrlitL

Y=,;:,&,*" are either owing tc : : -

ffift; of particular cc: :
substances. sac::i: -

the like) or Li:--- -l
needs suc: , '
astrologic:.. " :
fact that a:.-,

must be usc: :'..
difFculty v.c:---

of course. :i--.

hostile forces ..;:
of the Imperiu: :.
Attracting suc:

make life verf ifrururn'

malefic cultist.

Subject to such an eni,*o
uses, Chaos rituals seldom have mud'

However, human suffering and death are ar
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I universe. Employed by cultists intent upon murder, this

ritual summons a Bloodletter, one of the daemonic footsoldiers

of Khome, to do their bidding and slaughter their enemies.

Requirements: The ritual must take place at the site of battle

or murder and requires an inscribed summoning circle marked

out with invocations and sigils sacred to the Blood God. Braziers

ofboiling blood and burning coals must be placed at the cardinal

points of the circle, and an adult human who has killed another

during his life or a predatory beast must be ritually killed and

bled to summon the daemon as the correct prayers to the Lord

of Skulls are roared with bestial fervour. A Hard (-20) Lore
(Daemonology) Test is required to successfully conduct the

ritual, modified by Table 6-7: Summoning Ritual Modifiers.
If the daemon is successfully summoned, then a Daemonic

Mastery Test must immediately be taken in order to control it.

Effects: A Bloodletter (see page 352) appears at the centre

of the summoning circle.

Duration: Oncesummoned, the Bloodletterremains coqporeal

for 1d5+5 rounds, plus an additional round for every Degree of
Success on the test to complete the rirual. This duration may be

extended further by areas where the veil between reality and the

warp is thin, or if the daemon slays enough living creatures to

empower it further (this last is up to the GM, however he should

keep in mind that daemons are often empowered by death and

bloodshed, and may remain in the material realm longer because

of it.) At the GM's Discretion, the rirual may be enacted to

summon a daemon for a specific task. In that case, the daemon

may remain coqporeal long enough to accomplish this.

Cost: Whether successful or not, the ritual causes an

immediate roll on Table 6-2: Psychic Phenomena. Further,

the mindless rage that accompanies a ritual to Khorne forces

all participants to make a Challenging (+0) Willpower
Test or enter a frenzied state, as per the Frenzy Talent (see

page 124), lashing out at all those nearby. This may prevent

the Daemonic Mastery Test being attempted.

The Price of Failure: Failure results in a Test for the

Contempt of the Warp (see Table 6-6: Summoning Ritual
Modifiers), modified by +10 for every Degree of Failure

after the first.

Suuuor.r SreeNEsH's IIINnT'TAIDEN
The servants of the Prince of Torments are many and varied,

but most numerous amongst them are the Daemonettes,

handmaidens and courtiers to their master and creator. Cultists

of excess draw Daemonettes into the material world to partake

of mortal sensation or to engage in orgies of destruction.

Requirements: The rirual must take place in a location

where great debauchery and excess has taken place, and requires

an inscribed summoning circle marked out with invocations and

symbols sacred to the Dark Prince. Braziers of hallucinogenic

incense and vast quantities of intoxicating elixirs are spread

around the ritual site. Six adult humans made delirious by

blessed narcotics must be slashed with anointed knives, marked

with daemonic runes, and then murdered. A Hard (-2O) Lore
(Daemonology) Test is required to successfully conduct the

ritual, modified by Table 6-7: Summoning Ritual Modifiers.

If the daemon is successfully summoned, then a Daemonic
:,rlvlastery Test must immediately be taken in order to control it.

Effects: A Daemonette (see page 353) app'ea

centre of the summoning circle.

Duration: Once summoned, the Daemonc
corporeal for 1d5+5 rounds, plus an additiond
every Degree of Success on the test to complec
This duration may be extended further by areas

veil between reality and the warp is thin, or if *r
slays enough living creatures to empower it furs
GM's Discretion, the ritual may be enacted to
daemon for a specific task. In that case, the

remain corporeal long enough to accomplish this.

Cost: Whether successful or not, the rirua-

immediate roll on Table 6-2: Psychic Phenomeoe

the overwhelming ecstasy that accompanies a riruar::
forces all participants to make a Challenging (+0)
Test or become Stunned as they writhe in joy and

may prevent the Daemonic Mastery Test being anr:
The Price of Failure: Failure results in a Test for -u:r. l

of the Warp (see Table 6-6: Summoning Ritud
modified by + 10 for every Degree of Failure after tre IElfe,

Suuuox THE CAcKTTNG SPE
The Horrors of T2eentch are bizarre, unpredicu:,:

wrought from flame and magic and nvisted flesh, frec
upon by sorcerers and cultists to wreak havoc upoi-

their myriad limbs and pseudopodia spitting arcan; i
the kind of insane abandon that only a daemon cou,c

Requirements: The ritual must take place ir ;
desolated by fire or magic and requires an inscribe,l

circle marked out with symbols sacred to the Chanes
Enchanted braziers spewing multi-coloured smoke a:c

arrayed at random points around the circle and an aiiru:

branded with arcane runes, to be reduced to ash'* :w

and flame at the culmination of the ritual. A Hard F
(Daemonology) Test is required to successfulll' :
ritual, modified by Table 6-7: Summoning Ritual
lf the daemon is successfully summoned, then . l
Mastery Test must immediately be taken in order to.-

Effects: A Pink Horror (see page 254) apr*:w:

centre of the summoning circle.

Duration: Once summoned, the Pink Hor::.
corporeal for 1d5+5 rounds, plus an additiona.
every Degree of Success on the test to complete iiul
This duration may be extended further by areas

veil between reality and the warp is thin, or if irc
slays enough living creatures to empower it furd:u
GM's Discretion, the ritual may be enacted to
daemon for a specific task. In that case, the

remain corporeal long enough to accomplish this
Cost: Whether successful or not, the ritual

immediate roll on Table 6-2: Psychic P
+20 to the roll due to the influx of untamed

that accompanies Tzeentch rituals.

The Price of Failure: Failure results in a Test for
of the Warp (see Table 6-6: Contempt of the
by + 10 for every Degree of Failure after,the first.





CnaPTER VII,
COIIItsAT

"Come. M'v axe thirsts.

-Warlord 
Crox

he galaxy is a dangerous place, especially for those who
choose to leave behind the relative safety ofestablished
worlds and explore the unknown. Over the course of

their travels, Heretics are bound to encounter all manner of
people, aliens, and worse that would see them dead. Unless

the characters plan to spend their lives running away from
their enemies, they will have to fight. As a result, combat can

form a key component to a BLAcK Cnuseot game.

This section refers specifically to combat betlveen two or
more individuals. The Horde rules at the end of the chapter

allow players to adapt these rules to represent a small group of
characters against a large-scale opposing force.

NARRAIIVETIME VS.
STRUCTURED TIME
The passage of time is flexible in a game of Brlcr Cnuslor
and subject to the GM's discretion, based on the needs of
the story and the choices the players make. Sometimes the

GM only needs to convey a very loose sense of time, which
is known as Narrative Time. In other situations, especially

combats, more precise time keeping is necessary, and the GM
should adopt what is known as Structured Time.

NARRAIIVETIME
Many situations in a game of Brecr Cnuseor do not require

precise time keeping. It is usually enough to know if a certain

action takes a few minutes, about an hour, several weeks,

or anything in between. Narrative Time is most often used

outside of combat and other situations where the precise

order of actions is unimportant.

STRUCTUREDTIME
In contrast to the abstract approach of Narrative Time,

Structured Time is important for resolving complex
Encounters, such as combat, when every second counts and

the order in which things happen is crucial. Structured Time
is divided into Rounds, Turns, and Actions.

RouNos
A Round consists of every character participating in the

Encounter taking one Turn each. It is assumed that characters

act more or less simultaneously in an Encounter, so a Round

is approximately five seconds long, regardless of how many

characters are involved.

TunNs
Each character in an Encounter gets one Turn each Round.

During a character's Turn, he can perform c:.
Actions. While characters'Turns overlap each o:.-,.
Turns are resolved in a specific order knou'n :-
Order (see page 233).

AcrroNs
A character can perform one or more Actions on i-, -
character is performing multiple Actions during .:- -
order in which they are resolved may or may no: -..:
example, a character could draw his pistol and l--.:
few metres, or he could move first and then dra.,. -.,

but either way the end result is the same. Ho1'.: :*

same character wants to shoot his pistol, he obr':: -,
to draw it firstl Actions are described in detail on:.*.,

COMBAI OVERVIEW
Combat is usually resolved using Structured Ti:.
into Rounds, Turns, and Actions. Each characre:

NPCs, takes one Turn each Round. The order in u:rJ
are resolved depends on Initiative Order. When a r:u
begins, follow these steps to determine what happ'::ri

Srup r: SURPRTsE
At the beginning of a combat, the GM determiao
characters are Surprised. This can only happen

beginning of a combat, and there will be mary
wherein nobody is Surprised. A Surprised
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but not so much that it consumes a character's In addition, characters in Black Crusade rney
entife Tum, A character can take wo different Half Actions on
his Turn instead of taking one Full Action. Readying a weapon
or making a Standard Attack are both examples of Half Actions.

Reactions
A Reaction is a special Action made in response to some

event, such as an attack. A character receives one Reaction
each Round, which may only be used when it is not his Turn.
Examples include making an Evasion test to avoid an attack.

Free Actions
A Free Action takes only a moment and requires no real effort
by the character. Free Actions may be performed in addition to
any other Actions on a character's Turn, and there is no formal
limit to the number of Free Actions one character can take. The
GM should use common sense to set reasonable limits on what
can be done in a few seconds. Examples ofFree Actions include
dropping an item or speaking a few words.

Extended Actions
Some Actions take more time than a single Round to complete.

Once a character commits to an Extended Action, he is considered

to be working towards completing it for as long as necessary If
the character abandons the Extended Action, or is interrupted, all
progress towards completing the Extended Action is lost.

Action Subtypes
Into addition to its type, every Action is also categorised into
one or more subtypes. Action subtypes don't do anything
in and of themselves, but they are used to clariflz what a

character is and is not allowed to do in a variety of special
circumstances. For example, a character that is Immobilised
cannot perform any Actions with the Movement subtype.

USINGACTIONS
During his Turn, a charucter may perform one Full Action or
two different Half Actions. A character could, for example,
make a charge attack (Full Action) or aim and shoot (rwo Half
Actions). It's important to remember that a Round is only a

few seconds long, so the character's Turn within that Round
is but a few moments.

Any Action can be combined with talking, banter, battle
cries and other short verbal expressions-these are considered
Free Actions. It is left to the GM to decide what a player

might be able to say in that amount of time. A wry aside to a
companion or a terse insult of an enemy is always reasonable,

but recounting the intimate details of one's seven duels-to-
the-death between swings of a power sword should probably
count as something more than just a Free Action.

Most Actions are started and completed within the active
character's same Turn. For example, a character does not
pegil a Charge on one Turn and finish it on a later Turn or
a.later Round; he performs the entire Charge (which is a Full
&rion) 4t once on his Turn. However, there are two broad

one action with the Attack subtype and one actim
Concentration subrype during their turn. They nar
Reactions with the Concentration or Attack
the same round, since this does not happen durine
Note that sustaining psychic powers (most of *h:d
Concentration subtype) does not count as taking

Acrrox DsscRrprroNs
These Actions provide players with options in

Aim
Type: Half Action or Full Action
Subtype: Concentration
The active character takes extra time to make a

attack. Aiming as a Half Action grants a *10
character's next attack, while aiming as a Full Ac::rr,
*20 bonus to the character's next attack. The ner:
Aiming character performs must be an attack or *rc
Aiming are lost. Aiming benefits are also lost iFr:r
performs a Reaction before making his attack. A;

used with both melee and ranged attacks.

All out Attack
Type: Full Action
Subtypes: Attack, Melee

The character makes a furious melee attack at rhe :
personal safety. He makes one melee attack with a -
Weapon Skill, but he cannot make Dodge or Pa=r
until the start ofhis next Turn.

Brace Heavy$/eapon
Type: HallAction
Subtype: Miscellaneous

Heavy weapons must be braced before thel' ;ro
accurately. Bracing a Healy weapon can involve
or tripod, propping the weapon up on a windowsil rr;

or simply assuming a wide stance or kneeling. \\irm
weapon is fired without being braced, the attacker

to his Ballistic Skill Test (in addition to any orh-
Once this action is made, the weapon is braced- ,aqc

braced until the character moves it. Once a Heayr
been braced, the firer cannot move without losing fu
of bracing. However, the user can still traverse ht
degrees (or sometimes more) depending on the qTr
For example, a weapon braced in the notch of a :
would have a limited traverse, while a weapon u'i* a

could potentially traverse up to 180 degrees.

Called Shot
Type: Full Action
Subtypes: Attack, Concentration, Melee or
The active character attempts to attack a specific c
area on his target. The attacker declares.a locatioo
(e.g., Head, Body Left Arm, Right An+,Irft teg

: reactions are always performed when it is nor the and makes an attack following all the.ndm:foi
cllq1.e+er's Turn, and Extended Actions always take except the rest is either a Hard (*2O[$

one Round to complete.
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Feint
Type: Half Action
Subtype: Melee

The character attempts to use guile and combat training to
trick his opponent into a mistake. The character and his target
make an Opposed Challenging (+0) Weapon Skill Test.
If the active character wins, his next melee attack against that
same target during this turn cannot be Evaded. If the active
character's next Action is anything other than a Melee Attack
Action, the advantage of Feinting is lost.

Focus Power
Type: Varies by Power

Full Auto Burst
Type: Half Action
Subtype: Attack, Ranged
The character hurls a roaring burst of fully-automaric g
enemies. The attacker must be wielding a ranged s-el
of fully automatic fire to take this action. If the
pistol in each hand, both capable of fully automaric i
fire both with this action (see Two-Weapon Fighting

The attacker makes a Ballistic Skill Test with a

to his attack. Ifhe succeeds. he scores one hir widr i

per Degree ofSuccess. The number ofextra his
manner cannot exceed the weapon's fully automatk
Extra hits can either be allocated to the original
other targets within two metres, provided none ofrtr
would have been harder to hit than the origirnl

,. Subtype: Varies by Power

:'r This,Action is used to manifest Psychic Powers in combat. Every

1i,,3-,$1ebiq Power specifies an action type and one or more subrypes.

i i"formation, see Chapter 6: Psychic Powers.

hits are allocated to the same target!.t s;elableT-2:,
to determine the extra Hit Locations. ncmcmler, r

: i, ;i:r .:

,
' .:l;:a ..9

' '" 'tt: 
]:*;:i64;'==' -:= '

1: i:= :*;; d
-' . .n'"|'*A?F'e

Action

Aim

Feint

Focus Power

Full Auto Burst

Grapple

Half

Varies

Half
HalflFull

Tast,e 7-l: ComsAT AcrroNS

TyPe

HalflFull

AII Out Anack Full

Brace Heavy Weapon Half

Called Shot Full

Charge Ful1

Defensive Stance Full

Delay Half
Disengage Full

Dodge Reaction

Subtype(s)

Concentration

Attack, Melee

Miscellaneous

Attack, Concentration,
Melee or Ranged

Attack, Melee, Movement

Concentration, Melee

Miscellaneous

Movement

Miscellaneous

Melee

Varies

Attack, Ranged

Attack, Melee

Attack, Concentration,
Melee

Movement

Attack, Melee

Attack, Melee

Attack, Melee, Movement

Movement

Attack, Concentration,
Ranged

Melee

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous

Movement

Attack, Ranged

Movement

Attack, Melee or Ranged

Attack, Melee

Attack, Ranged

Attack, Melee

Concentration, Movement Move from cover to cover

Miscellaneous Character may use a Skill.

Description
* 10 bonus to hit as a Half Action or t20 to hir as a Full ,lo
the character's next attack, or tafget a specific body locadcn-

+30 to WS, cannof Dodge or Parry.

Prepare to 6re a heavy weapon.

Attack a specific location on the target with a -20 to \\'S :- it:

Must move at least 4 metres, !20 to WS.

Gain an additional Reacrion, opponents suffer -20 to \\-S

Before character's next Turn, he may take any Half Actiot.
Break off from melee and move.

Test Dodge to negate a hit.

Opposed WS Test, if character wins, his next attack cann.: :h:

Dodged or Parried.

Use a psychic power.

10 to BS, one hit for every Degree ofsuccess.

Aflect a Grappled opponent or escape from a Grapple.

-10 WS, *10 to Parry and Dodge.

Jump vertically or leap horizontally
Try to knock an opponenr to the ground.

-10 to WS, one hit per Degree of Success.

Opposed WS Test, if character wins, move enemy 1 mere:

Move up to movement as Half Action or twice movement as F:ll

Shoot targets coming into a set kill zone.

Test Weapon Skill to negate a hit.

Ready a weapon or item.

Reload a ranged weapon.

Move triple, enemies get -20 BS and +20 WS.

+0 to BS, additional hit for every two additional Degrees o:- !
Stand up or mount a riding beast or vehicle.

+ l0 to WS or BS, make one melee or ranged attack.

Try to Stun an opponent.

Force opponents to take cover, -20 to BS.

+0 to WS, additional hit For every two additional Degrees : 
j 

:

Guarded Attack Full

lump or Leap Full

Knock-Down Half
Lightning Attack Half
Manoeuvre Half
Move HalflFull

Overwatch Full

Parry Reaction

Ready Half
Reload Yaries

Run Full

Semi-Auto Burst Half
Stand/Mount Half
Standard Auack Half
Stun Full

Suppressing Fire Full

Swift Anack Half
Tactical Advance Full

Use A Skill Varies
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Down
Type: Half Action
Subtype: Attack, Melee

The attacker smashes his opponent in the hopes of knocking

him off his feet. Make an Opposed Strength Test. If the

attacker wins, the target is knocked prone and must use a

Stand Action on his Turn to regain his feet. If the attacker

succeeds by two or more Degrees of Success, he may choose

to inflict 1d5-3+SB Damage and one level of Fatigue on the

target. If the target wins the Opposed Strength Test, he keeps

his footing. If the target wins by two or more Degrees of
Success, the attacker is knocked prone instead. Ifthe attacker

spent a Half Action to move before performing the Knock

Down Attack, he gains a * 10 bonus to the test.

LightningAttack
Type: Half Action
Subtype: Attack, Melee

This action may only be taken if the attacker has the Lightning
Attack Talent. With fury and precision the attacker strikes

his target multiple times in close combat. The attacker must

be armed with a melee weapon or be able to make unarmed

attacks to take this Action. If he is armed with two melee

weapons, he may attack with both as per the rules for Two

Weapon Fighting. Unbalanced or Unwieldy melee weapons

cannot be used to make a Lightning Attack.
The attacker makes a Weapon Skill Test with a -10 bonus.

Success indicates he has hit his target with his melee weapon

once for every Degree of Success. The number of hits scored

cannot exceed the attacker's Weapon Skill Bonus. Extra hits can

either be allocated to the original target or any other targets the

character is in melee with, provided none of the new targets

would have been harder to hit than the original target. Ifextra
hits are allocated to the same target, use Table 7-2: Multiple
Hits to determine the extra Hit Locations. Remember, the first
hit is always determined by reversing the numbers of the dice

result made to perform the test (see The Attack, page 240).

If the attacker is wielding a second weapon in his off hand,

he may make an additional attack as part of this action. See

Two Weapon Fighting on page 242.

Manoeuwe
Type: Half Action
Subtype: Melee, Movement
By using superior footwork and aggression, the attacker can

force his opponent to move by making an Opposed Weapon

Skill Test with his opponent. If he succeeds, the opponent
must move one metre in the direction of the attacker's choice.

If desired, the attacker can advance one metre as we1l. The

opponent cannot be forced into another character or some

other obstacle (such as wall).

Move
Type Half or Full Action

Subtype Movement

his movement adjacent to an opponent, he may

opponent in melee. If the active character mo'e
an opponent with whom his in engaged, that
make a free Standard Attack against the active

Overwatch
Type: Full Action
Subtype: Attack, Concentration, Ranged

The active character guards a specific area or ta€s-
shoot at an opportune moment. When Overwarci s
the active character establishes a kill zone

general area, such as a corridor or tree line, thai

a 45-degree arc in the direction that active charac-,cr

The active character then specifies either Standarc

Auto Burst, or Semi-Auto Burst, along with dr
under which he will perform the chosen attack. At m
specified conditions are met before the start of fr
next Turn, he can perform that attack, Ifthis anack

same time as another character's Action, the charam
higher Agility acts first. If both characters have the

they make an Opposed Agility Test to see who aca fu.
Additionally, targets caught in the kill zone '--nri

Challenging (+0) Pinning Test or become Pinnei r

on page 244).\f a character on Overwatch perfornrs am

or Reactions, such as Evasion, his Overwatch

Note this does not include Free Actions, such as sp*=

Ready
Type: Half Action
Subtype: Miscellaneous

The active character draws a weapon or retrieve*

stowed in a pouch or pocket. A weapon or iten :a
properly stowed away with this action (but note

dropping an item is considered a Free Action). 1-mm

can also be used to do things such as apply a

inject stimm or some other kind of drug, coat a

poison, and so forth. Ready can be declared twice u'
Turn if it is used on two different weapons or ire=r.

Reload
Type: Half, Full, or Extended Action (Varies by
Subtype: Miscellaneous

The active character can reload a ranged weapon Th
of time the Reload Action takes depends on the

Chapter 5: Armoury for details. Note that any Reled
is spread across more than one Round is an Extended

' The-,active character can spend a Half Action to move a

fi qfmetres equal to his Agility Bonus. As a Ful1 Action,
move twice that distance. If the Active character ends
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either be allocated to the original target or any other targets the

character is in melee with, provided none of the new targets

would have been harder to hit than the original target. Ifextra
hits are allocated to the same target, use Table 7-2: Multiple
Hits to determine the extra Hit Locations. Remembeq the first

hit is always determined by reversing the numbers of the dice

result made to perform the test (see The Attack below).

If the character is armed with two weapons, he may make a

secondary attack with his other weapon as part of this action.

See Two Weapon Fighting on page 242.

Tactical Advance
Type: Full Action
Subtype: Concentration, Movement
The active character moves from one position of cover

to another position of cover. In so doing, he may cover a

distance up to his Full Move. For the duration of the move, he

is considered to benefit from the cover he left, even though he

is moving in the open for a brief time.

Use a Skill
Type: Half, Full, or Extended Action (Varies b1'c:-
Subtypes: Concentration, Miscellaneous

The active character may use a Skill. This usu.-

making a Skill Test. This can be an Exter::.":
depending on the Skill and the circumstances.

Other Actions
If a player wants to do something not covered b..' :-.,

described here, the GM should make a judgemer-: .:
long something might take and what type of Ac;. : -

be. Generally, most Actions should be resolvec ::l
sort of test: Characteristic Test, Skill Test or O::', -'*l

Keep in mind that a Round is only a few seconds -: -:
is a very limited amount of time to accomplish a :, ,

THE AITACK
The most common Action in combat is the :-;r
characters are fighting, after all. Whether armeci '.,, :*
or ranged weapon, the process is the same. Betc:. .-

t*

?

I

;l
ri

It
'"i

!;Dr-

TasLe l-2: AfinttPLE HITS

First Hit
Head 

'

Arm

Body

Leg

Second Hit
Head

Arm

Body

L"g

Third Hit
Arm

Body

Arm

Body

Fourth Hit
Body

Head

Head

Arm

Fifth Hit
Arm

Body

Arm

Head

Each AdditionC
nody

Arm

Body

Body
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For all attack rolls, count the Degrees ofSuccess. The attacker

may choose to replace the result on a single Damage die with
the number of Degrees of Success from his attack rol1. If the

attack inflicts more than one die of Damage, the attacker may

replace the result on one die of his choice with the Degrees

ofsuccess from the attack roll. Ifa natural 10 is rolled on any

Damage die, there is a chance of Zealous Hatred.

Zrerous l{ernno
When rolling Damage after a successful attack, if any die

rolled results in a natural 10 (rolling the 10 result on a 10

sided die), a particularly bloody and spectacular hit may be

inflicted. (This also includes a result of 10 when rolling 1d5

for Damage.) After resolving the effects of the hit, one of two

things may happen.

If the attack dealt damage after being reduced by armour

and Toughness Bonus, then the shot becomes more severe.

The attacker then rolls 1d5 and consults the Critical Hit
Table appropriate to the Damage type and location of the

original attack. The target suffers all effects listed, even if
the attack itself did not do Damage. Howeveq the target

does not count as having suffered a Critical Hit. In other

words, if he takes Damage during later turns it will affect his

Wounds, not directly stack onto worsening Critical effects.

Talents that modify Critical Damage (such as Crack Shot and

Crippling Strike) do not modify the critical effects generated

by Zealous Hatred, and these critical effects do not stack if
a t^rget suffers Zealous Hatred multiple times. Each roll is

applied as a separate effect.

However, if the attack does not do any damage once reduced

by armour and Toughness Bonus, then the attack deals 1 point

of damage, not reduced by armour or Toughness. This is the

extent of the Zealous Hatred effect for this attack, the victim

does not suffer a roll on a Critical Hit Table. This represents

some weapons simply not being potent enough to deal major

damage, but still able to do harm through a "lucky hit."

Zealoas Hatred for Heretics and NPCs
In Bracr CnusaoE, Zealous Hatred is somethir: l
Heretics and NPCs can inflict and suffer from. .-l:ui

if a Imperial Guardsman shoots a player charac.-
a 10 for Damage, then the player character su-,---

Critical result. This makes combat gritty, dar.:.
more dynamic, as Heretics can now suffer lro:. :

(and often awful) Critical effects, and may leave --::
interesting new scars.

However, in order to ensure that combat dc"::

down too much, when a low level NPC (a fac.,.-:r

or minion, usually an unnamed NPC not centrai ::
plot) suffers Zealoss Hatred, he is simply slain ::---

allows for faster paced combat, and also "lucky s:::
part of the Heretics.

Finally, ifthe GM desires, he can choose to res;: : l
Hatred for Heretics and high level NPCs only (so ::.
important NPCs can inflict it on the characters). :-.n
for a f,aster-paced, more "epic" game as the Hereti;' -
shrug off most attacks. It also ensures that combat:-
quickly. However, the GM should probably refrai:.: "'n

this unless he finds his combat bogging don'n .

After all, it's not Warhammer 40,000 Roleplal' :: :''
characters don't suffer a few scars along the war

Exeuprn
Azar bas hit the Guardsman with his laspistol and pro:,. -
his Damage roll. A laspistol deals 21d10+2 pomi: ,-
Helgath rolls 7 dl0 and gets an 8, a good hit! He ad,i .'

for a total of 10 danage deah to the unluckl Guar&r:"
If Azar bad been luckl enougb to roll a 10 inveai .'
would have also been able to roll 1d5 on Table 7-8: E'..- -

Bod1, and applied those effecu t0 the plor Guardsmar: :-

SrEp Frvr: Tencnr AppuEs DalLr,m
From the Damage total, the target subtracts his ,

Bonus and any Armour Points that protect the lo.-.: ..
the attack. If this reduces the Damage to zero or le ., :-,

shrugs off the attack. Any remaining Damage is :.:
the target as Damage. If the target's Damage equa-' :

his Wounds, he notes any excess Damage as Crir:.-:. -

and the GM consults the appropriate table ba:::
type of Damage, the location hit, and the amour:: : -
Damage accumulated. See Critical Damage on p€: r
more information

Exaupm
Azar s lapistol pbtol shot ha struck the Guardsman': : : :
total Damage. Tbe GM notes the target's Tougbness Bo- -
he is wearing Guard Flak, wbich prouides 4 poinx of :- ,,

laspistol bas no AP, so the Guardsman can app\ 7;..:
reduction t0 tbe dttdck. Tbis means he sffirs onj 3 -*:",
since he has 10 Wounds, could sffir 7 more Damage :,-'

trouble. He takes aim at poor Azar, who'd bexer be rei:-'



ffiii.1i,,*;t;.',.1.!..,,q9 I,elsBId 'P-teI{lFq 'seldrur'rv

gI auots 'uoll llrql fu,rtgrlrq 'alaJllrou

;:.{. :., .'.'. " .tt Pod sIsBlS '1ueg:otrtr8o3

8 arl 's8eqpues 'alutr a8e;ols'PrPoglBIJ

,. :: .. IelaUI
l'. ' ' v urgl 'sadrd BIJolBrJuaD 'sey3-rnou.ry

slurod rnolurv adda ra,ro3

saldIlIYXA xAAof, :t'-l g'IEVJ

pa8ue; .ro suodea,r,r aalaru ,{ue esn ,{eru JelJeJEqJ eql .
:suodea,r,l o^ l qrtr'r Surlq8g uaq.r,r r{1dde 8ur,r,rol1o; aq1

'slaaqs JalJeJEqJ ,sJllelaH lleql uo Pelou
slrBlap esaql a^er.J PInoIJs s.ra,{eld :pueq L;epuoras sI{.I sI tlJlqa
pu8 PUeq ,{;erur.rd srq sI PueIJ qrlq,^ laPlsuor ol luel:odut
sr tr 'luelel snorlxeplgruv aql seq ;atq8g uodea,^A-o/$ aql

ssa1u6 'ta8.rel e SurT.rls ,{11n3ssoDns3o seJuPqJ aql selnPoj 1I

'slf,etle aluiu or salltunt;oddo pa,to;dut euos sraJJo ll ellq1\
'Sunq8g .;o ayLls slqt ot saSEluE^PesIP pue sa8elue,rpe a;e

aroql 'pueq raqtla uI uodea,^ e qtrm tg8g s.tourertr .{ue141

SNIIHD IiT NOiIVITIN- OINI
'slretep roJ 767 a7ud

uo uortlv aldderg aql ees 'suoltentls uletlar uI:a1ddu.rg

qJEa 01 aruelsrssv Pual uEJ sjelf,eJeqJ Jaqlo o1v\] ol dn lng
'eldderg rtues aqt ur pa8e8ua eg uBl sratrrteqo o.a,rl ,{1ug .

'a1dde.r5 e ur pa8e8ua taS.ret ,{ue lrq ot

slseJ IIDIS uodearll ot snuog g71 e ureS srolf,elte rrtllo .
'urnJ srll uo a1dde.r9 al{t PUO dyr:elun1o,t

uer aldde;3 aqt Jo rallo;luor aqt 'uollry ooq E sV .
'uorny aldde.rg aqt asn r{1uo uer aldde.rg e ut stuedtrD;ed .

.3

paBeBuaag ol paraprsuor a;e a$&4g f ur
'suonJee1 esn touue) aldde.rg e u1

:A1dde 8ur.u,o1loJ aqtJo lle
'uorlJV eau E se arry

uer aldde;g eql Jo rallortuor aql 'a1dder9 aua

relleDe aql qlra 'Surlddetg e.le leSlel aqr PE
'lnJsseJJns sr lrBlte er{}JI 'lrBllE eql PIo^e o1 '+F{,
e asn ,{eru aydde.rg aqr 3o ta3:et aql 'lellrros r
uodeal6 e seleru ralrene oql'uoltlv IJeD\-;
uorlrv a3;er{J e raq}ra sasn leq} lrelre ealau; : ;
Surldualry 'ruauoddo srq aldde:g ol tdurat:: -:r=

E 'IJellp paru;Bun ue LIlIl'r a8eueq Sult:ri:; -u

3_\n;

'pauJEd eq uEl v:.r:l
ue 'srye11e ealaru lsou qty'r sV 'pasneJ a6:::.;
ur sE sE Sultunor sgl qrl^\ Lldde paleg snc'r-:-

aqt'a8etueq roJ alp e uo pallor sl 0I EJI'tE:-:
Sur.rnq 'an8rteg Jo ]elal auo strIUuI osle sn;r':
s,la8;et eql ueq];area;8 ;o ot lenba a8eueq = 

. -

In;sseJJns e 'uortrppe uI 'snuog qt8ua-rr5 s,Jat--t-:'-.:

'a8nuuq nudrul E - gpl sleep lI 'stlq IrEtrE:: 
",.

rse'1 IIHS uodual6 (OZ-) pr"ff e 'uodea,t : -
luauoddo srqJr ro 'rsel ilpls uodeal6 (O+) 3t
seleul uaql rallulte aq1'luauoddo slq qll^\ a:':- -,

eq lsnu JaIJEllE aql 'lJellB PeuJeun uE a:s:-
Jaurunrs ,{ulp e a.r,nor{Jr 'pue taa3 uolluaul o: -: -

de,r,r. pauorqsu3-plo aqt palues eq uef, slrruuo: ..-
:amod pue s;at1oq sarrnbal lovsnuJ xovrg u;:-:-

rvgwof, ollri}[t'
,.

L::',
.i

,*rJ-
:!'

*



Tleln 7-s: Comts^rr Dtpnicut rv SummaRv

Difficulty Skill Modifier Example

Routine *20

Attacking a Surprised or
Unaware target.

Shooting a Massive target.

Shooting a target at Point

Blank Range.

Melee attacks against a foe

who is outnumbered three to
one or more.

Attacking a Stunned

oPPonent.

Shooting an Enormous

target.

Melee attacks against a foe

who is outnumbered two
to one.

Attacking a Prone opponent
with a melee weapon.

Attacking from higher
ground.

Shooting a Hulking target.

Shooting a target at Short
Range.

A Standard Anack.

Any test whilst Fatigued.

Attacking or Dodging whilst
in the mud or healy rain.

Shooting a target a1 Long
Range.

Shooting a Prone target.

Shooting a Scrawny target.

Shooting into melee combat.

Dodging whilst Prone.

Making an unarmed attack

against an armed opponent.

Melee attacks in darkness.

Shooting at a target in fog,

mist or shadow.

Shooting a Puny target.

Using a weapon without the
correct Talent.

Attacking or Dodging in
deep snow

Firing a heavy weapon that

has not been Braced.

Shooting a Minuscule target.

Shooting a target at Extreme

range.

Shooting at a completely

concealed target.

Shooting at a target in

darkness.

Ordinary + 10

Challenging +0

DiFficult -10

weapons that can be reasonably used in or:.
is generally pistol-class ranged weapons {i:-.

Basic-class weapons may have modificatio-
them to be used with one hand), and melee ri:
note they are one-handed weapons in their;
The character may use either hand to ma;: ,r
Attacks made using the character's secondar. -

a -20 penalty to Weapon Skill or Ballistic 5.-l i
If the character has the Two-Weapon WielC=: I
may attack with both weapons, but each ar.-z:o

-20 penalty to the Weapon Skill or Ballisi:: -i

plus an additional -20 penalty for attack i:-:::
secondary hand. If the character has the i::
Talent, the penalty to the attack made by h-.

hand disappears completely, and the penalr. ::-
with two weapons drops to -10. (Othe; .

situational modifiers may further affect these ::
If the character is wielding at least one meleE

may use the Parry Skill to perform an Evasion F.:;,:

each Round as normal with this weapon, rh:'{:.
may not Evade more than once in a Round. l:r
Skill Test is not an attack, and therefore it does:,:o

standard penalry for attacks made using z secoirri!-

If a character with the Two-Weapon Wie-lv
Talent is armed with two melee weapons, he :rr
a melee Attack Action (either a Standard .:---;.1,'

Attack, or Lightning Attack) with one of rhai.
He may then perform a melee Attack Acc:-
Standard Attack, Swift Attack, or Lightning -r-:
the other weapon, with any applicable moc,i:r
Test. This attack may be against any target in -.euu,
If a character with the Two-Weapon Wiel:r
and Two Weapon Wielder (Ballistic) Tale:: u

with a melee weapon in one hand and a p:suil

other, he may perform a melee Attack Acdu
Standard Attack, Swift Attack, or Lightning
ranged Attack Action (such as Standard Ai-.e:r,.,

Auto Burst, or Full-Auto Burst) with one

may then make a second melee Attack Action
Attack Action with his secondary weapon- .

hits must be against targets in melee. Resolve

separately by testing Weapon Skill for the

and Ballistic Skill for the pistol.
If a character with the Two-Weapon Wiel&
Talent is armed with two pistols (or two
weapons that can reasonably be Wielded in
may perform a ranged Attack Actiotr (eidreri
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AND SCATTERING
Sometimes, when flinging a thrown weapon, it's important to
know where the weapon lands should the attacker fail his Ballistic

Skill Test. On a failed roll, the GM rolls 1d10 and consults the

following Scatter Diagram. Roll 1d5 to determine the number

of metres the weapon travels in the indicated direction. This is

also used with weapons with the Blast Qgaliry-they affect a

wide enough area that if the shot goes awry it may still Damage

something, even if it's not the original target.

ScerrEnrNc rN Znxo Gnevrry
The consequences of throwing dangerous objects tn a zero

gravity environment can be both amusing and deadly. One

way of determining exactly where that errant krak grenade
floats after it bounces off the bulkhead is to roll twice on the

scatter diagram, once for the X axis and once for the Y axis.

12'\t /'
Prr*INrl.rc
Being shot at is a terrifiing experience at the best of times, and

even the most inexperienced Heretics know to keep their heads

down when the bullets and bolt shells start flying. Pinning
represents a character's survival instincts telling him to stay

in cover. Certain combat actions or other circumstances call
on their targets to make a Pinning Test (Challenging (+0)
Willpower Test). On a success, the character may act normally
On a failure, the character becomes Pinned.

Being Pinned
A Pinned character may only take Half Actions. Additionally,

he suffers a -20 penalty to all Ballistic Skill Tests. If a Pinned

character is in cover relative to the attacker that Pinned him, he

may not leave it except to retreat (provided he can remain in
cover while doing so). If he is not in cover when Pinned he must

use his next Turn to reach cover. If there is no cover nearby, he

must move away from the attacker that Pinned him. A character

can make a Challenging (+0) Willpower Test at the end of
his Turn to escape Pinning, in which case he may act as normal

on his next Turn. This test is Easy (+3O) if the character has

, n<x been shot at since his last Tum or is under cover. A character

Porur-Brexx ReNcE
When a character makes a ranged attack against a

two metres away or closer, that target is at Point

Ballistic Skill Tests made to attack a target at Poinr

are Easy (+30). This bonus does not apply when

and the target are engaged in melee combat w.ili
For weapons with a short range of less than 3

Blank Range is 1 metre less than the weapon's shu.,::

Pnoun
A character is considered Prone any time he is iug
ground. Weapon Skill Tests made to attack Prorr
Ordinary (+10), bur Ballistic Skill Tests made ::
targets are Difficult (-10) unless the attacker is a:

Range. A character who is Prone suffers a - 1 0 penalr, rr,

Skill Tests and a -20 penalty to Evasion Tests. Unles r

is engaged in a Grapple, he can drop Prone as a Fre

Snonr ReNcr
Targets that are at a distance of less than half l::
a character's weapon are at Short Range. Ballisi:-- 5
made to attack targets at Short Range are Ordinen

Size is an important factor when shooting ransr:
because it's usually easier to hit a larger target. All c:
creatures in Bracr CnusaoE have a defined size ca::
should be relatively easy for the CM to assign ap:
categories to objects as needed. Use Table 4-8: Sizr
lor determining bonuses and penalties based on a a-g

SruNNEo TencErs
WS and BS Tests to attack Stunned targets are

IJxevrenr Tencnrs
When a character has no idea that he about ro :'r
he is considered an Unaware target. Usually, this -:

the beginning of a combat when one or more c:
Surprised (see page 232).Weapon Skill or Ballisc: i
made to attack Unaware targets are Easy (+30).

$TnepoN Ieus
Weapons may jam either through extreme age, ma;
their machine spirit, or just plain poor design. Ae
result of 96 to 00, in addition to being an auromasir

indicates the weapon has jammed. A Jammed
be fired until it is cleared. Clearing a Jam is a Full
requires a Ballistic Skill Test. Ifthe test is successfiil

has been cleared, though the weapon needs to be

ammo in it is lost. If the test is failed, the weapon is

though the character can attempt to clear it again neu

4 * Tancer -=* 5 Srzn
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:;. iq,g.+gd i* melee combat automatically escapes Pinning.
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Note: Some weapons, such as plasma gun$
missiles, are particularly dangerous to use..For these

to their descriptions and Weapon Special Qalities
Armoury). Semi-automatic and fully au{omatic firc i
the likelihood of jamming. This isrdig4gfu#:#
Auto Burst, Full Auto Burst and Supp ,
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TANra 7-7, ENERGy CnJrIcaI EFFECTS - Anm

Critical
Damage Critical Effect

, The amack grazes the target's arm, causing it to spasm uncontrollably. All tests involving that arm suftr
' -10 penalry for ld5 Rounds.

, The attack smashes into the arm, sending currents of energy crackling down to the fingers and up to -rr:- shoulder. The arm is useless for 1d5 Rounds and the target takes I level ofFatigue.

? The attack causes energy to course through the target's arm leaving him Stunned for I Round, and *le- is useless until the target receives medical rrearment.

o The shock of the attack causes the character to temporarily lose control of his autonomous functions:-r:
' Stunned for 1 Round and is knocked Prone. The arm is useless for 1d10 Rounds.

5 The arm suffers superficial burns inflicting no small amount of pain on the target. The target may onlv' Half Action in his next round, and he suffers ld5 levels of Fatigue.

The attack wreathes the arm in flame, scorching clothing and armour, and temporarily fusing rogerhe:
6 the target's fingers. The target suffers 1d5 Weapon Skill and Ballistic Skill Damage, suffers 1d5 levels:f

Fatigue, and must make a Challenging (+0) Toughness Test or lose the use of the hand permanenrli
With a terrible snapping sound, the heat of the attack boils the marrow in the target's arm, causing irro

7 uack or even shatter. The target's arm is broken and until it is repaired the target counts as only having
arm. The target is Stunned for I Round, and suffers ld5 levels of Fatigue.

Energy sears through the arm at the shoulder, causing the shoulder joint to explode and the arm is se,

8 from the body. The target must take a Challenging (+0) Toughness Test or become Stunned for 1dl
Rounds. In addition the target suffers 1dl0 levels ofFatigue. The target now only has one arm.

Fire consumes the target's arm, burning the flesh to a crisp right down to the bone. The target must
9 immediate Challenging (+O) Toughness Test or die from shock. If he survives, however, the targer

1d10 levels of Fatigue and is Stunned for I Round. The target now only has one arm.

I o The attack reduces the arm to a cloud of ash and sends the target crumbling to rhe ground where he
immediately dies from shock, clutching his smoking stump.

9,

TagIe 7-8: ENERGY CRJTICAL EFFECTS - tsoDY

Critical
Damage Critical Effect

A blow [o the target's body steals the air from his lungs. The target can take only a Half Action on his nexr TlEo"

The blast punches the air from the target's body. The target must make a Challenging (+0) Toughnes
Test or be knocked Prone.

The attack cooks the flesh on the chest and abdomen, inflicting 2 levels ofFatigue and 1d5 Toughness

The energy ripples all over the character, scorching his body with horrid third-degree burns and infli.-lE
ld10 levels of Fatigue. The target may only take a Half Action on his next Round.

The fury ofthe attack forces the target to the ground, helplessly covering his face and keening in agoql.
The target is knocked to the ground and must make an Agility Test or catch fire {see Special Damage).
Target must make a Challenging (+O) Toughness Test or be Stunned for 1 Round.

Struck by the full force ofthe attack, the target is sent reeling to the ground, smoke spiralling out olrh:
wound. The target is knocked to the ground, Stunned for 1d10 Rounds, and suffers 1d5 levels of Farigr.E

addition, he must make a Challenging (+O) Agility Test or catch fire (see Special Damage on page 3i'rir
The intense power of the energy attack cooks the target's organs, burning his lungs and heart with
heat. The target is Stunned for 2d10 Rounds and suffers ld10 permanent ToughnessDamage,

As the attack washes over the target, his skin turns black and peels offwhile melted fat seeps from his
and armour. The target is Stunned for 2d10 Rounds and the attack halves his Strength, Toughness and
until he receives medical treatment. The extensive scarring deals 2d5 permanenr Fellowship Damage.

The target is completely encased in fire, melting his skin and popping his eyes like superheated eggs
'falls to the ground a blackened corpse.

As above, except in addition, if the target is carrying any ammunition, there is a 50o/o chance it explodes

10+
Unless they can make a successful Evasion Test, all creatures within 1d5 metres take ld10+5 Explosiw
Damage. If the target carried any grenades or missiles, one round after the Damage was dealtthey
where the target's body lies with the normal effects.
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Tlsle 7-r r: ExplostvE CRJrtca,l Erpects - Anm

Critical Effect

The attack throws the limb backwards, painfully jerking it away from the body, inflicting I level of
The force of the blast snaps the bones of the arm in half. The target drops anything held in 11.t.62n{ snci

must pass a Challenging (+0) Toughness Test or be Stunned for 1 Round,

The explosion removes 1 finger (and the tips from up to 1d5 others) from the target's hand. The targa
suffers 1d1O WS and BS damage, and anything carried in the hand is destroyed. If this is an explosive

as a hand grenade, it goes off. Messy (use result 9 instead).

The blast rips the sinew ofthe arm straight from the bone. He is Stunned for I Round, and the limb is use]:s

medical attention is received. The target must make a Challenging (+0) Toughness Test or suffer Blood -:rw.

Fragments from the explosion tear into the target's hand, ripping away flesh and muscle alike. He mus
immediately make an Ordinary (+10) Toughness Test or lose his hand. If he succeeds, he suffers I
permanent Weapon Skil1 and Ballistic Skil1 Damage from the damaged nerves.

The explosive attack shatters the bone and mangles the flesh turning the target's arm into a red ruin.

inflicting 1d5 levels ofFatigue. The target's arm is broken and, until repaired, the target counts as ha.Tng

only one arm. In addition, the horrendous nature of the wound means that he now suffers from Bloc'; -

In a violent hail of flesh, the arm is blown apart. The target must immediately make a Challenging (+Q
Toughness Test or die from shock. On a success, the target is Stunned for tdl0 rounds, suffers ldlO
of Fatigue, and suffers Blood Loss. He now only has one arm.

The arm disintegrates under the force ofthe explosion taking a good portion ofthe shoulder and che;
it. The target is sent screaming to the ground, where he dies in a pool of his own blood and organs.

With a mighty bang the arm is blasted from the target's body, killing the target instantly in a rain of
droplets. In addition, if the target was carrying a weapon with a power source in his hand (such as a

sword or chainsword) then it explodes, dealing ld10+5 Impact Damage to anyone within two metrer

As above, except iFthe target is carrying any ammunition it explodes dealing 1d10+5 Impact DamaE*

to anyone within 1d10 metres (this is in addition to Damage caused by exploding power weapons nc--r
above). Ifthe target is carrying any grenades or missiles, these too detonate on his person.

Critical
Damage

I
)

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Taele T-tz,ExpLostvo Cruncal Eppscrs - tsopv
Critical
Damage Critical Effect
I The explosion flings the target backwards 1d5 metres. The farget is knocked Prone.

The target is blown backwards 1d5 metres by a terrific explosion, taking I level of Fatigue per metre

travelled. The target is knocked Prone.

The power of the explosion rends flesh and bone with horrific results. The target must make a Cha

(+0) Toughness Test or suffer from Blood Loss and be Stunned for I Round.

The force ofthe blast sends the target sprawling to the ground. The target is knocked backwards 1di
metres, Stunned for I Round, and is knocked Prone.

Concussion from the explosion knocks the target to the ground and turns his innards into so much

meat. The target must immediately make a Challenging (+O) foughness Test or suffer Blood Loss

permanent Toughness damage. The target then suffers 1d5 levels ofFatigue and is knocked prone.

Chunks of the target's flesh are ripped free by the force of the attack leaving large, weeping wounds. Ttle

is Stunned for 1 Round, may only take a Half Action in his next Round, and is now suffering Blood Loss

The explosive force of the attack ruptures the target's flesh and scrambles his n€rvoss;s){ggfil;'knscki
to the ground. The target suffers Blood Loss, is knocked Prone, is Srunned for ldl0 Rounds, and

ir: a Challenging (+O) Toughness Test or fall unconscious.

o The target's chest explodes outward, disgorging a river of partially cooked organs onto the
" t<ltling him instantly.

fu above, except anyone within ld10 metres of the target is drenched in gore and must make a Ch
Agility Test or suffer a -10 penalty to Weapon Skill and Ballistic Skill Tests for I Round as'bl@iSlils

:.,7

: . ' Pieces of the target's body fly in all directions as he is torn into bloody gobbets by fie anack. kr r

I . the target is carrfing any ammunition, it explodes dealing 1d10+5 tmpact Damagr to a*7on *ir
i : -i . filetre& tf the target is carrying any grenades or missiles, these too detonate on the targ*'rpe.reor.
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Taglp 7-r s: ImpAcr CRlrtcal Errects - ARru

Critical
Damage Critical Effect
I The attack strikes the target's limb, with a powerful blow, causing him to drop anything held in that h
2 The strike leaves a deep bruise, possibly causing minor fractures in the arm. The target suffers I 1evel of F

. The impact crushes flesh and bone. The target drops whatever was held in that hand, and must make a- Challenging (+O) foughness Test or suffer ld I O WS and BS damage.

The impact smashes into the arm or whatever the target is holding, ripping it away and leaving the targe:

4 reeling from pain. The target is Stunned for I Round and drops whatever he was holding in his arm. T|,-
10 percent chance that anything the targetwas holding in that hand is damaged and unusable until repa'--::

- Muscle and bone take a pounding as the attack rips into the arm. The limb is useless until the targett ..dical attention.

6 The attack pulverises the target's_hand, crushing and breaking 1d5 fingers-. The target suffers I level oi:
and must immediately make a Challenging (+0) Toughness Test or suffer 2 permanent WS and BS da

With a loud snap, the arm bone is shattered and left hanging limply at the target's side, dribbling blood
7 onto the ground. The arm is broken and, until repaired, the target counts as having only one arm. The

suffers from Blood Loss.

The force ofthe attack takes the arm offjust below the shoulder, showering blood and gore across th€

* *round. The target must immediately make a Challenging (+0) Toughness Test or die from shock. -: :m

passes the Test, he is still Stunned for 1d10 rounds, suffers 1d5 levels ofFatigue and is suffers from B--,: i
Loss. He now only has one arm.

., In a rain of blood, gore and meat, the target's arm is removed from his body. Screaming incoherently. hr
' rwists about in agony for a few seconds before collapsing to the ground and dying.

As above, except as the arm is removed it is smashed apart by the force ofthe attack, and bone, clothi::
10 and armour fragments fly about like shrapnel. Anyone within 2 metres of the target suffers 1d5-3 Im::,:

Damage to a random location (see Table 7-2:Hit Locations).

Tasle z-r6: Impacr CRJTICAL Eppecrs - tsoDy

Critical
Damage Critical Effect

, f,:i..1.?j:": 
target's body steals the breath from his lungs. The target can take only a Half Action ou 

I
2 The impact punches the air from the target's body, inflicting 1 leve1 of Fatigue and knocking the targer:::rjru
3 The attack breaks a rib and the target is knocked Prone. The target is also Stunned for 1 Round.

o The blow batters the target, shattering a rib. The target suffers ld10 Toughness Damage and must ma,: ir' Challenging (+O) Agility Test or be knocked Prone.

A solid blow to the chest pulverises the target's innards, and he momentary doubles over in pain, cl

5 himself and crying in agony The target is Stunned for 2 Rounds and must make an Ordinary (+10)
Toughness Test.

The attack knocks the target sprawling on the ground. The target is flung 1d5 metres away from the
6 attacker and Falls Prone (ifthe target strikes a wall or other solid object, he stops). The target suffers i:i

levels ofFatigue and is Stunned for 2 Rounds.

With an audible crack, ld5 of the target's ribs break. The target can either lay down and stay still avzi

7 :edical 
attention (a successful Medicae Test sets the db$ or continue 

lo 
,f" Actions, though each

there is a 2Ao/o chance that a jagged rib pierces a vital organ and kills the character instantly. The targa
suffers 1d5 permanent Toughness Damage.

The force of the attack ruptures several of the target's organs and knocks him down, gasping in wrercirrifia -- ^-r--^-" '^.- '--b"' "'b*"" *'^-
" p.in. The target suffers Blood Loss and suffers ldl0 permanent Toughness Damage.

The target jerks back from the force of the attack, throwing back his head and spen'ing out g jet of
before crumpling to the ground dead.

As above, except the target is thrown 1d10 metres away from the attack. Anyone in the target's path
make a Challenging (+O) Agility Test or be knocked Prone.

10
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TasLe 7-r9, ReNpu.tc Crurtcal EFFECTS - ARII
Critical
Damage Critical Effect
1

2

)

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

The slashing attack tears anything free that was held in this arm.

Deep cuts cause the target to drop whatever was held and inflicts 1 level of Fatigue.

The atack shreds the target's arm into ribbons, causing the target to scream in pain. The target drops wh
was held in that hand and must make a successful Challenging (+O) Toughness Test or suffer Blood Lm"
The attack flays the skin from the limb, filling the air with blood and the sounds of his screaming. The i;
falls Prone from the agony and takes 2levels of Fatigue. The limb is useless for 1d10 Rounds.

A bloody and very painful looking furrow is opened up in the target's arm. The target suffers from Blood Los
vomits all over the place in agony He drops anything held and the limb is useless without medical anention.

The blow mangles flesh and muscle as it hacks into the target's hand, liberating 1d5 fingers in the proces:

(a roll of a 5 means that the thumb has been sheared off). The target is Stunned for 1 Round and must

immediately make a Challenging (+O) Toughness Test or lose the use of his hand.

The attack rips apart skin, muscle, bone and sinew with ease, turning the target's arm into a dangling ruin.
target suffers ld10 Strength Damage. The arm is broken and, until repaired, the target counts as having onlq'

one arm. In addition, numerous veins have been severed and the target is now suffering from Blood Loss.

With an assortment of unnatural, wet ripping sounds, the arm flies free of the body trailing blood behind i: :: t
crimson arc. The target must immediately make a Challenging (+O) Toughness Test or die from shock. ,: :re.

passes the Test, he is Stunned for 1d10 Rounds and suffers Blood Loss. He now has only one arm.

The attack slices clean through the arm and into the torso, drenching the ground in blood and gore and

killing the target instantly.

As above. However, as the arm falls to the ground its fingers spasm uncontrollably pumping the trigger of an,.'

held weapon. If the target was carrying a ranged weapon there is a 5% chance that a single randomly derermr..:
target within 2d10 metres is hit by these shots, in which case resolve a single hit from the target's weapon.

TagIe 7-20: RENDING CRITICAL EFFECTS - tsoDY

Critical
Damage Critical Effect

', If the target is not wearing armour on this location, he takes 1 level of Fatigue from a painful laceration. f- he is wearing armour, there is no effect. Phewl

, A powerful slash opens a painful rent in the target's body. He suffers I level of Fatigue and must make a- Challenging (+0) Toughness Test or be Stunned for I Round.

,, The attack rips a large patch ofskin from the target's torso, leaving him gasping in pain. The target is- Stunned for I Round and must make a Challenging (+O) Toughness Test or suffer from Blqod Loss.

o The blow opens up a long wound in the target's torso, causing him to double over in terrible pain. The
target suffers from Blood Loss and is Stunned for 1 Round.

A torrent of blood spi1ls from the deep cuts, making the ground slick with gore. All characrers attempting
5 to move through this pool of blood must succeed on an Agiliry Test or fall Prone. The targer suffers ld lO

Toughness Damage and also suffers Blood Loss.

The mighty attack takes a sizeable chunk out of the target and knocks him to the ground as he

6 clutches the oozing wound, shrieking in pain. The target is knocked Prone and suffers ld10
Toughness Damage and Blood Loss.

The attack cuts open the target's abdomen. The target can either choose to use one arm to hold his: gqts:in

7 ^rdic 
can bind :!:t ii place with a successful Medicae Test), or fight on regardless and risk a 2$ ihetce

turn that his middle splits open, spilling his intestines all over the ground, causing an additional 2dl0Qamage
either case, the target suffers 1d5 permanent Toughness Damage and is now suffering Blood Los& :' .,:::,:'
With a vile tearing noise, the skin on the target's chest comes away revealing a red ruin of muscle. The

8 must make a Challenging (+O) Toughness Test or die. If he passes, he suffers 1d10 permanent
Damage, is stunned lor 1 Round, and now suffers Blood Loss.

i:::.l.:r:r r- . nr . ,...,.o... .i!;itll:,t:i:tf,,::!

9 The powerful blow cleaves the target from gullet to groin, revealing his internal o.g"n, .o4 rpliling *,
: to the ground before him. The target is now quite dead. ',r* .

As above, except that the area and the target are awash with gore. For the rest ofthe fight, anyong
within four metres of the target's corpse must make make a Challenging (+O) Agility.Testns{$!l,
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HIIGUE
Not all injuries in Brecr Cnuseot are lethal. Exhaustion,

combat trauma, or swapping licks with bare fists can all leave

a character battered, but more or less intact. Fatigue measures

the amount ofnon-lethal injury a character can take over the

course of game play. Characters gain Fatigue from certain

types of attacks, Grappling, some Critical Effects, and other
Actions that push them beyond safe limits.

Fatigue is measured in levels. A character can take a number

of levels of Fatigue equal to his Toughness Bonus and still
function, albeit with some side-effects. Should a character

take a number oflevels ofFatigue in excess ofhis Toughness

Bonus, he collapses, unconscious for 10-TB minutes; after

the character awakens, his levels ofFatigue revert to a number

equal to his Toughness Bonus. Characters suffering from any

level ofFatigue suffer a -10 penalty to all Tests.

RruovrNc FATrcuE
Fatigue goes away with time. Each hour of normal rest (not

counting states ofunconsciousness) that includes no combat, no

Psychic Powers, and no other strenuous activiry removes one 1evel

ofFatigue. Six consecutive hours ofrest remove all Fatigue.

CHARACTERISTIC DAMAGE
Some Psychic Powers, poisons, diseases and other hazards

circumvent a character's Wounds and deal Damage directly
to a Characteristic. Characteristic Damage cannot reduce a

Characteristic below zero. Characteristic Damage may also

affect the corresponding Characteristic Bonus. Table 9-10:
Effects of Zero Characteristic Scores summarises what
happens when a particular Characteristic is reduced to zero.

RruovrNc C genecrERrsrrc Deuecr
Unless otherwise specified, Characteristic Damage is never

permanent. A character aufomatically recovers on€

Characteristic Damage each hour, regardless of F-s

level. The GM may allow certain types of medica.

to remove Characteristic Damage at a faster rate.

CONDITIONS AND SPEC
DAMACE
Common injuries are far from the only forms of a:djtm,

facing those who dare to venture into the unknown. H:
find themselves set on fire, sufFering from massive los n-
broken bones, or facing a pennanent amputation. All c,

more, are collectively known as Conditions and Spec;

Auptrrerno LrMes
A character that loses body parts (except for his he,r'
almost certainly means death) is also affected by B,

and must be treated for it quickly. If the charu:m
someone with the Medicae Skill must be found to
treat the stump to ensure that it heals well. If nc

available, there is only a 2oo/o chance that the stun: o*;

over. If it does not, the amputee dies a horrible ar-:eu

infection after 1d10 days. Whether or not it hea-o

or a medic treats it, the character does not St?fi ::
Damage for 1d10+2 days. Assuming the chararr:-
all of the above, he'11 also have to cope with the d',.;e'l

side-effects of the lost limb, which are explained b--,;'*

Lost Hand
The character suffers a -20 penalty on all Skill and Ch:
Tests that rely on the use of two hands and he ca:::ur

two-handed weapons. A shield can be strapped to ::e
arm, however. Should this be the character's prima..
must cope with the customary -20 penalty to ttr,

Tests made to attack with weapons using his secon;aa
For every 100 xp he spends, he can reduce this pena,:

If a character loses both hands, he should eithe:
least one replacement or get someone to sharpen Ls

LostArm
As with a lost hand, but a character cannot strap a

arm since he no longer has it. Losing both arms is i:r;
plus it's a bit difficult to reach those hard-to-clean sc':e*

Lost Eye
Losing one eye pelmanently reduces a character's

by -10. In addition, he suffers a -20 penalty to aL

Characteristics Tests that rely on sight. Should a characra
misfortune to lose both eyes, he becomes blinded (see

Lost Foot
The character permanently reduces all his moverner
(round up) and suffers a -20 penalty to all movemenr

well as Skill and Characteristic Tests that fely on

as Shadowing. Losing both feet makes it hard to
perhaps the Heretic can grow tentacles ls
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off, but the surgery inflicts ld10 Damage to the limb- character's Damage is equal to or less than his T
almost always Critical Damage. Should the amputee live, the

Iimb comes off, but he suffers Blood Loss and must be treated

for it. Once this has been dealt with, the chirurgeon must treat

the wound as if it were an amputated limb (see above).

Vecuur"r
There is nothing good about being exposed to vacuum.

There are two main ways this unfortunate event could occur:

a character can be suddenly thrust into an airless, pressureless

environment (such as being expelled from an airlock), or

they can be slowly affected (such as being on a star ship as

atmosphere is vented into space).

If exposed to vacuum, a character may survive unharmed

for a number ofRounds equal to his Toughness Bonus. Unless

he has an oxygen source, he will begins to suffer from the

effects of Suffocation. At the end of each Round after this,

he suffers 1d10 Explosive Damage from depressurisation.

If he is in the vacuum of space, at the end of each Round

make a Challenging (+O) Toughness Test or suffer 1d10
Energy Damage from the extreme cold. Both ignore armour

and Toughness Bonus. If a character dies in space, it takes five

Rounds for his corpse to freeze.lf a frozen corpse suffers any

Damage, it shatters into thousands of blood-red ice shards.

If a character is trapped in a gradually worsening atmosphere,

he may survive unharmed for a number of Rounds equal to nvice

his Toughness Bonus. At the end of this time,

he begins to experience suffocation and

depressurisation as detailed previously

However, the damage is only 1d5 instead

of1d10.

HEAIINC
A character will inevitably suffer Damage during his

explorations ofthe galaxy. As a character accumulates

Damage, he progresses through three different
states: Lightly Damaged, Heavily Damaged, and

Critically Damaged.

Lrcnrrv Devacro
A character is considered Lightly Damaged if he

has taken Damage equal to or less than twice his

Toughness Bonus. A Lightly Damaged character

removes one Damage per day through natural

healing. If a Lightly Damaged character devotes

an entire day to bed rest, he removes an amount

of Damage equal to his Toughness Bonus.

I{Eevrrv Deuecno
A character is Heavily Damaged whenever

he has taken more Damage than twice

his Toughness Bonus. A Heavily Damaged

character removes one Damage per week

though natural healing. If a Heavily Damaged

character devotes an entire week to complete

rest, he removes an amount of Damage equal to

Bonus, he becomes Lightly Damaged.

CmncerlY DAMAGED
A character is Critically Damaged whenever he h,,
Damage in excess of his Wounds. Critical Damage :
heal on its own-it requires medical attention. \i-ali
and medical attention, a character removes one:.-
Critical Damage per week. Alter all Critical Damage - -o.,

removed, a character becomes Heavily Damaged ins::;;

Mnorcer ArrnxrroN
Medical attention can range from the application o:

drugs to a successful Medicae Test. Medical attention ca:,:
immediate recovery or can speed the process of natura

For additional information, see the Medicae Skill on p=-=

CvsrRNnrrc AND Broxrc Rrprac
It is possible to restore lost limbs with bionic repi"-::
sometimes a character may prefer to lop off a perfe.--r

arm to gain the benefits of having a rybernetic
replacement. See Chapter

5: Armoury

.fri!,Toughness Bonus. Once a Heavily Damaged





Cna..PTER VI[,
Tne GaruE

ilASTER
"We arefnished, 1ou and I. Because ltou are unjust, unfair, unkind.

I will block yu! I swear itl I will hinder and harn yur so-called

Imperium I will ruin yur works, as 1ou have ruined mine."

Cardinal Maurius Castille before his disappearance

Tn Br-lcr Cnus.lor, players assume the roles of men and

| *or.n who have, ;; t;y of a number of reasons, fallen out

I with ttre Imperium and ieft the light of the God-Emperor

behind. Hereteks, Traitor Legionnaires, deeply corruPt Imperial

ofEcials, and all manner of apostates, renegades, mutants, and

outcasts make up the ranks of the Followers of Chaos. While

their personal motivations and short-term goals are as varied as

the individual players themselves, they generally share the same

long-term goal, the utter destruction of the Imperium of Man.

In Brecr< CnuseoE, the characters seek to accomplish this

by beginning a Black Crusade o[ their own. They seek to

either tear down the worlds in the Calixis Sector, Koronus

Expanse, or Jericho Reach in violent bloodshed, or unite the

squabbling and disparate factions of the Screaming Vortex.

Whatever they choose, they then must build a vast army from

this base and launch it into the unprotected Imperium.

illi

To this end they plot and scheme, wage bloody n';r-:

loot, corrupt, and destroy the works of the God-Emr.-:r"

unrelenting zeal. While the players are responsible for:
life into their characters, it is the Game Master's resr::uril

to bring their bloody, desperate existence to reality.

THE ROLE OFTHE CM
In Brecr Cnus,coE one member oF the group mus: :
the responsibilities of Game Master, or GM. Gam;

can be thought of as a combination of screen write: m,u

director. Where the players are like actors, men ana

playing roles within the game world, the GM is rr::,:
for everything else. He creates the worlds the playe:'

and within those worlds he sets the scene, guides the :
decides the outcome of the players'actions. While c:

a roleplaying game to a film production is a hanc'.

understand what goes into running and playing a g

not a perfect analogy. Where in a film the directo; -:ar

absolute control, a roleplaying game is more a col.

effort between the players and the Game Master. For'*
GM sets the stage, it is ultimately the players' respons*

decide their characters' actions and drive the ston:

Along with creating the world and guiding the :
Game Master also plays an important role as an

referee, the final word in all matters of game rules and

As in any game, Bracr Cnuseor. uses a clearly defined

to determine the outcome of players' actions and to

the magnitude ofsuccess, or failure, oftheir endeavoun

Game Master's job to decide when and where these
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important NPCs at inopportune times, ignoring plot altogether,

and generally running roughshod over the GM's careful work.
While it is certainly their right to do so, and always enjoyable to
test the limits of the Game Master's story it can be quite difEcult

to handle for inexperienced or inflexible GMs. To deal with the

vagaries of strong-willed players, Game Masters should always

be flexible when it comes to their stories, ready to alter or even

scrap a story or plot point ifthe players prove uninterested.

Be Prepared: It often falls to the Game Master to make sure

that the group has access to the various materials (in addition
to this book) needed for an evening of gaming. This usually

means having on hand a supply ofdice, pencils, scratch paper,

and perhaps some miniatures for helping work out locations

during combat. Some GM's also like to keep each player's

character sheet between sessions lest they go astray. A list of
basic roleplaying supplies can be found on page 34.

EMBRACINC CHAOS:
EVOKINGTHE SETTING
Bucr Cnusepr takes place in the Warhammer 40,000 universe,

a grim and deadly place where the mindless and fanatical

followers of an ancient, irrelevant coqpse-god slowly grind the

galaxy beneath an armoured boot heel. The average citizen of
the million worlds of the Imperium of Man is a slave, bound not

by chains but by ignorance, superstition, and fear. The Imperium

of Man is at its final end, beset from without by vile xenos and

crumbling from within thanks to mutation, entropy, and sheer

inertia. Throughout all of these threats weaves the maddening

dream of Chaos, its agents forever whispering from the shadows

their message of truth, freedom, power, and everlasting glory.

The players are these messengers, insurgents, malcontents,

apostates, heretics, and free thinkers from the worlds of the

Calixis Sector, the Koronus Expanse, the jericho Reach, and even

beyond. They strive endlessly against one another and against

the monolithic machine of the Imperium. They seek to uncover

knowledge hidden away in the dark places of the galaxy for
aeons, to deliver untold pain and suffering to their enemies, or

to wade across the countless battlefields ofthe galaxy bathed in
the blood of their foes. They have fled from Imperial tyranny,

running to the one place of sanctuary they can find-the
Screaming Vortex, a rift in realiry itself. The Screaming Vortex is

full of disunited factions, waiting for a strong leader to emerge

and unite them under one banner. The Heretics must strive to

massive Black Crusade against the Imperium they

It is ultimately the job of the Game Master to
players'world to life and allow them the opportunin
their final destiny. Part ofachieving this, and ofaddins
immersion to the Bracr Cnuseor game, is in u
the underlying themes of this unique setting.

THEMES IN BLACK
CRUSADE
Brecr CnuseoE, and the Warhammer 40,000 unive:ss

which the game resides, is unique among coundess

fiction settings. To better evoke the feeling and

of the grim, dark future in which Brecr Cnuseor -
Game Master should familiarise himself with its ker

Using these themes can firmly cement a game ir:

Millennium and helps develop the game's characteis

Gronv
What glory is there in the Imperium of Man? Whar gr

be found in following an ancient, corpse-god and his L

mindless servants? Those who blindly follow the Go&E
and conform to the capricious stricfi:res ofthe Imperir
are forever doomed to be chattel. They are seen by the I
Terra simply as tools to be used, grist to be ground bt =
war machine. No one, not the most powerful Seaoi .

Imperial Naly Admiral, can escape his fate while stili

heel of the Adeptus Terra. Those who follow the path cr

however, want more than the soul-crushing anonymin'a
degradation that is daily life in the Imperium. They ha.r
a world where initiative is frowned upon, creativiry is :
and questioning authority carries a death pena1ry for the n

inherent in Chaos. It is through the powers of Chaos

will make their mark on history and their names will lit
on the lips of the cowering sheep within the Imperiun

Ilnnoursu
Lust is mankind's most powerful motivator, and has Lerm.

its earliest days. Lust for power, for glory for the

other, darker desires have driven men and women to tha

heights and plunged them headlong into the deepest:w;
and despair since time out of mind. The Imperium's

are bound by laws, both religious and seculaq and b1' .-

morality. Outmoded ideas of piery modesty, and rnai
still plague Imperial worlds. Not so in the Realms or
however, for in Chaos lies total freedom. Only in Ci
individuals able, indeed encouraged, to indulge themsd
to peruse their deepest and most heartfelt desires.

Powrn
True power, like true glory, is fleeting and illusory
Imperium of Man. A powerful man in the Imperium
armies, fleets, or planets, but he is still mortal. Indeo4
Imperial citizens die without ever realising their rrue

Those that embrace Chaos, however, soon come to
the true nature of power. It is in Chaos that ultimate

;1::::,.g!a$p power and prestige amongst these myriad factions of the Found, for what is an Imperial Guard Regiment wheni

'iYoftex, unite them, forge them into a cohesive army and lead a with the raw and terrible power of a daemqn
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the iron fist of the Imperial war machine. Is it little wonder
then that even the most faithful Imperial seryant or the most

ardent and loyal Space Marine could be tempted by simply
the promise of a little freedom, charity, or luxury. Everyone,

as they say, has his price. No one understands this better than

Heretics in the service of Chaos.

SsnKrns oF PRoscRTBED Klowrnncr
There are many who claim that power, true power, comes from
knowledge. No one is more acutely aware of this than the Lords

of Terra. They have carefully ingrained in their populace not
only a blinding ignorance, but a fierce pride in that ignorance.

Whole branches of mankind's knowledge have been cut off
or shut away by the thought police of the Imperium because

it was considered "blasphemous" or "too dangerous" for the

common populace to possess. Countless schools of political
and philosophical thought have been erased. The sciences have

either been lost totally or their understanding so diminished

that they are reduced to little more than technological dogma

and require baroque rituals to perform even the simplest of
tasks. Soon, if the Imperium has its way, mankind will fully

regress to benighted barbarism as the last vestiges c: -.rrr

intellectual legacy are wiped away by fearful, sr-. -

fools. Heretics in Brecx CRuseor live in a galaxl'-.
closed mind is a cherished thing, and those who r.,:-;
for themselves are regularly betrayed to the authorii::: :
friends, families, and neighbours. They have cast oii:-,.
of their ignorance, however. They have removed tht,: :
and have rejected the lies that they were fed for so i.-g
seek proscribed knowledge in the dark places of thr ::i
that it may be disseminated, shared among the peo:i::
Imperium in an effort to enlighten them, to lead -*'lm

their darkness. Others are interested in knowledge ::.
sake, and are content to simply collect secrets and fac*
would collect art or Ecclesiarchcal trinkets. Still morr
hidden and forgotten secrets to further their power.

NON-PLAYERCHARA
Among the various important jobs a Game tvlasa'
undertake, one of the most demanding and
rewarding is creating and controlling the various i
allies, and enemies with which his players i
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RErurraRps
"M1 reward exists nowhere on tbis mortal plane. Instead, m1

eaerlating reward lies in the warp."

Talien Meers, Traitor Legionnaire.

eretics toil away in the service of Chaos for a number

oF reasons. Indeed, the motivations of the fallen are

as varied as the Heretics themselves. Like any other

individual, however, Heretics are motivated by both corporeal

and spiritual rewards. Aside from more mundane rewards like

money, powet prestige, and glory most Heretics are working
toward an ultimate goal, and it is through their service to the

Ruinous Powers that they seek to fulfil their wishes. Rewards are

away for Game Masters to give their players something tangible

for their achievements while they work toward whatever epic

destiny they've chosen. There are a number of different kinds of
rewards that a player can receive through game play including
such things as Experience Points, Infamy, and Corruption.

EXPERIENCE POINTS
The most basic type of reward in Bracr Cnusaor is Experience

Points (xp). Experience Points are a measure of a character's

personal power, even more so than Corruption or Infamy.

Players gain xp through their actions during game sessions, and

spend them to buy new Skills and Talents, as well as Advances.

The more experienced a character is, the more xp he possesses,

and the more xp he possesses the better he is at confronting
and overcoming challenges within the game. Succeeding at

challenges such as besting a foe in combat, solving a complex

problem, or dominating a social situation through sheer

charisma is all dependant on the careful spending of xp. Due

to the fact that Experience Points relate directly to a character's

power, how much xp and how often the Game Master doles it
out determines how quickly his characters rise in power.

There are two primary ways for the Game Master to award

Experience Points to his players: the Abstract Method and the

Detailed Method.

AssrRAcr MErHon
The Abstract Method is the easiest method of awarding xp, and

therefore highly recommended for beginning Game Masters

or those new to the setting. This method relies simply on the

amount of time spent gaming and ensures a steady and smooth

rise in power for the characters. For each game session, the

Game Master should award each player 500 xp as a base, plus

small bonuses for any exceptional roleplaying. This method

assumes a game session lasts roughly 4 hours. For longer or
shorter sessions, the GM can adjust the xp awards accordingly.

Dnrerrno Mnrgon
A more complex method of awarding Experience Points is

also available for those GMs who prefer a more hands-on

and detail oriented approach to player awards. In the Detailed

,Mbthod, each reward is broken down on a case-by-case basis,

tasks. For this method to work however, the GI{
assign a value to each Encounter. For example. a

session may involve infiltrating a docked Imperial Na.-r

making contact with the lower-decks death cult, d
ship's officers, and absconding with the ship. In :
each of these Encounters would be worth a pre-d
amount of Experience Points that would be awardei
players had successfully completed the Encounter.

Table 8-1: Encounter Difficulty gives

general Encounter difficulties and their value in
Points. To work out the difEculty of an Encounter- :
how much it taxes the players' resources, how
Encounter is, and what it costs in time and equipmr-n

When using the Detailed Method, it is important to:3
to award Experience Points only for meaningful L-,:

and obstacles. Relatively simple obstacles should aa

little in the way of Experience Points, and trivial E;:
such as a simple bit of haggling with a merchant. sho:;
none at all. Giving Experience Points too willingly, or:r
matters, cheapens the gaming experience and temp-
to embark on the wholesale slaughter of entire worl:s
for the "experience." Likewise, as the players gain po';::
challenges will become so easily overcome that thr.
worth little to no Experience Points.

RornprrvrNc AuTARDS
Game Masters may also offer Experience Points to

exceptional roleplaying. The amount of these awards is

the Game Master's discretion, and typically range fron :
100 and 500 xp. The GM should be careful, howevc
give out those awards when he feels that a player is pr
deserving and usually only when the player has done

extraordinary such as taking an action that puts his ch

mortal danger because it is 'what his character would i;'

INFAMY
Infamy, like Experience Points, is a measure of horv ;

a Heretic is. It reflects how successful he has been in

work of the Ruinous Powers, how well known, or
is throughout the Imperium, and how easily he is aH,c

the favour of the Chaos Gods and obtain aid and

other adherents ofChaos. Infamy can and should be

by the Game Master for the completion of Compacts

other work done in the service of Chaos, or it can be

with Experience Points when a character gains

experience. More information on the specifies of
$trayers gain Experience Points for completing specific

found in Chapter IX: Cormption and Infamy.
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mulated during his career. If he gains a certain amounl

of Infamy, the Heretic's end is a glorious apotheosis. If he has

not, it is ignoble spawndom.

In general, there are four fates that await each character.

The three first and most likely fates are as follows:
. Death: The universe is a dangerous place, and many

would-be Disciples of the Dark Gods will die in the

attempt. If the character dies and this death reduces

his Infamy total to 0 or lower (see page 307), he dies

permanently. The player must begin a new character.
. Spawndom: If the character gains 100 Corruption

Points before gaining the required total of Infamy, he is

too infused with the Gifts and attentions of the Gods, and

his flesh succumbs to their malign influence. His body

mutates into something horrible and bestial, a Chaos

Spawn. A Chaos Spawn is a disgusting, mindless mass of
oozing flesh, mouths, tentacles, and eyes. In essence, the

character is now dead (certainly he is unplayable). The

player must begin a new character.
. Apotheosis: If the character does reach the required

amount of Inlamy by the time he obtains 100 Corruption
Points, then his fame and glory have become so great

that the Gods favour him with the ultimate reward. He

becomes a Daemon Prince, an immortal daemonic dweller

of the Realms of Chaos. Although he still exists, he is
now more than mortal, with whims and goals far different
from those within his fleshy, mortal form. Though some

groups may want to continue playing their character as a

daemon prince (and if the GM likes, he can certainly go

down this path), in the standard game his character is now

unplayable. The player should start a new character.

Some players might wonder if all the NPCs in Brlcr
Cnuseoe (indeed, in the Warhammer 40,000 universe) are on

this same track, and al1 can look forward to the same fates.

In short, yes. Eventually one of these three fates comes to

all, Disciples of the Dark Gods and Traitor Legionaries alike.

However, most minor characters in Brecr Cnusaor continue

their minor lives without attracting too many attentions from

the Ruinous Powers, and without earning Infamy amongst

their peers. Eventually they die, unknown and unnoticed.
Other famous characters, such as Abaddon the Despoiler and

Huron Blackheart of the Red Corsairs, are more fixtures in

the setting than NPCs. Though they will indeed suffer some

final fate, that is beyond the scope ofthis game.

This is different for the Player Characters, however. As

the heroes (or villains, depending on your point of view) in
Bracr CnuseDE, their path is vastly accelerated. That is why
their characters may meet their final fate within the course of
a few short campaigns.

INFAMY GOALS
The amount of Inflamy a character must obtain before they

reach their Corruption Point threshold is set by the GM. Before

a campaign begins, a GM should set the threshold of Infamy

he wants his players to reach. This is a set amount of Infamy

they must earn before their characters max out on Corruption.

The threshold set determines how easy it will be for the
,eharacters to gain Apotheosis, instead of death or spawndom.

In effect, this is setting the game's Difficulty leve-

the GM can select any amount of Infamy he likes

some suggestions for levels.
. 7 5 lnfamy or higher: This is a fairly easy thre:-'

most characters to reach, and easy to maintar: .ri

Players should have little difficulty Asceni:1
characters to Apotheosis.

. 90 Infamy or higher: This is a more difficult :-
for characters to reach, and also more difficult tc
once there. Characters are just as likely to fail ar:: :
Spawn as they are to reach Apotheosis.

. 100 Infamy or higher: This is a difficult threshol: ;-

Just as importantly, this is a difficult threshold tc -

as characters may lose Infamy as easily as tha
Only the strongest will reach Apotheosis in this :

ULTIMAIE DESTIITIY:
A BTACK CRUSADE
One of the ultimate goals in Brecr Cnusloe is to --:
power and the authority to lead a Black Crusade. i :
army of Chaos that swarms through the Imperiur:- -

destroying and pillaging all in its path. However. ::
Black Crusade requires a singular force of will, anc ::
very strongest and most infamous characters can sui::

In game terms, if a character earns 140 Infamy befor. -:,

100 Corruption Points, he had obtained the level c:

equalled only by the very greatest champions of th. i
Powers. He has the authoriry the renown, and the rep-:
forge a mighty army and lead a Black Crusade. At this r-
endgame of the campaign begins (see "The Endgame .

jfr
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COMPACTS OVERVIEW
Compacts are drawn up in the following three broad steps.

Pn-npemnc A CoMPACT
The initial step in creating a Compact typically happens in the

downtime before actual piay begins and represents the Heretics

coming together for some nelarious purpose. It covers a1l the

various minutiae that goes into planning a major endeavour

such as choosing a leader, mustering resources, ar.rd making

sure things will go as smoothly as possible once the action

begins. The following are the steps to draw up a Compact.

Convene: One of the PCs or an NPC (the GM)will make a call

to Convene for the purposes of a new Compact. Once assembled,

the group must choose the Scope of the Compact, define the

Primary and Secondary objectives, and elect the Anointed.

Choose the Anointed: At the beginnir.rg of the planning

stages, each group of Heretics must choose, in their own

way, one of their number to lead the group in the execution

of the Compact. There are a number of ways the Anointed

can be chosen, but it is ultimately up to the players. The

Anointed can be either the character who convened the PCs

or someone whose unique talents and abilities make him well
suited to be the leader or primary mover of the Compact, and

his responsibilities include making command decisions and

making sure the Compact stays on track.

Muster Resources: With his own contacts and specialities,

each PC will bring something different to the table. When the

gfoup musters resources, they essentially pledge some sort of
resource (materiel, knowledge, contacts, etc.) to the Compact.

Dedicate the Compact: The PCs have the option of
dedicating a Compact to either Chaos as a whole or one of
the specific Chaos Gods. While not required, doing so will
bring some sort of bonus to the Compact, but always with
some sort of complication, stipulation, or penalty for failure.

ExEcwrNG A CoMPACT
Once the planning has been done, the Compact is Executed

and gameplay begins. Compacts have a Primary Objective
and a number of Secondary and Tertiary Objectives that are

ier by the players during the planning stages. Once each

are successful when the Game Master says so.

Primary Objective: This is the main thrust ofth. -
and can be something as simple as an assassination c::'i
of an artefact up to the complete corruption of an .-:
system. The Primary Objective is largely an end res- .

realised by completing a number of Secondary Obi.::' 'r-

Secondary Objectives: The Compact will stair' .
of Secondary Objectives that will need to be comple:.:
group to succeed at the Primary Objective. Each 5,

Objective should be designed in such a way as to let c. --
have a har.rd ir.r the completion of the Compact. Fo: I
The Primary Objective is to destabilise an Imperial . .,-
turn it to Chaos. The Secondary Objectives could b. : -:
the Infrastructure (Hereteks), Foment Political Uphe... r

Imperial OfEcials), Spread Terror through ana--.-

invasions (Traitor Legionnaires/Fallen Imperial Ofl; ..
Personal or Tertiary Objectives: Each p.-

choose a Tertiary or Personal Objective that is :..-
the completion of the Primary Objective and kr:-- -

to themselves and the GM. This may or may nc:.
with those of other players, and sets the stage for i. :.
conflict and role-playing opportunities.

Complications: Complications reflect the fickle -:
Chaos. Each Compact will have one Complication that c" ,

chosen by the GM or determined randomly Typical Coi,:
include treachery interference, and bad intelligence.

Rnwenos
When all Objectives have been met and the Cc.

completed, the Heretics reap the fruits of their dar.-

Rewards for completing Compacts come in thr.:
Experience Points, Infamy, and Secondary Rewards. \:
what their nature, all rewards are based on the succes

Compact, the execution of all Secondary and any' ?:
Objectives, and any other outstanding efforts on rh-=

individual Heretics or the group as a whole.

PREPARINGA COMPACT
A fair amount of hard work goes into the preparao

Compact. Along with the typical gathering of
and extensive planning sessions, there is also the

.Qbjective is met, then the Compact is complete. Objectives
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them, or anyhing else they believe will help their cause

An)4hing needed for the execution ofthe Compact that cannot

or will not be provided by the signatories is the responsibility of
the Anointed. Once a resource is pledged to the Compact, the

Heretic who promised it is under strict obligation to deliver on his

promise. Failure to provide the promised resource or a sufficient

replacement results in the individual in question suflering -1
Infamy and gaining a general reputation among one's peers and

superiors as unreliable.

DEDICATIONTOTHE GODS
Once the Objectives have been settled on, the Anointed elected,

the resources gathered, and the Compact drawn up, the final step

before the Heretics embark on their work is to dedicate the whole
endeavour to the Ruinous Powers. Depending on the Scope of
the Compact, Heretics can choose to dedicate the whole to one

or more of the Chaos Gods or to nothing at all. Dedicating a

Compact to the Ruinous Powers grants a Compact bonuses to

the Infamy gained for completion. Of course, as with anything
dealing with Chaos, the penalties for failure are swift and harsh.

In addition to the specific bonuses listed below, a Dedicated

Compact grants an additional +1d5 Infamy on successful

completion, plus +1d5 Corruption Points to each individual
involved, whether the Compact succeeds or fails. However,

failing a Dedicated Compact means each individual involved
loses 1d5 Infamy instead. He still gains the + 1d5 Corruption
Points, but this is seen as gaining Corruption through a

Failing (see page 290).

Broon FoR THE Brooo Gon
A Compact with marked martial Objectives can be dedicated

to Khorne, and reap the favour of the Lord of Blood. All
Heretics involved in a Compact dedicated to Khorne enjoy
a temporary *5 bonus to either their Ballistic Skill or their
Weapon Skill for the duration of the Compact.

PrecuE AND DEATH
Any Compact drawn up to corrupt the pure, spread disease,

or destroy something beautiful and beloved will greatly
please Papa Nurgle. Al1 who take part in executing a Compact

dedicated to The Lord of Plagues enjoy a temporary +5 to
their Toughness for the duration of the Compact.

SrNs oF THE FrEsH
Slaanesh is the ultimate hedonist, and enjoys all pleasures great and

small. Any Compact dedicated to She Who Thirsts temporarily

grants each Heretic involved in the Compact temporarily gain a

*5 bonus to his Fellowship for the duration of the Compact.

BrespnnMous CoNsprnecv
Tzeentch watches over those Heretics who fashion themselves

as agents of change, and will sanctify any acts that deal with
conspiracy, revolution, social upheaval, forced mutation, or
sorcery. Any Compact dedicated to the Lord of Change grants

a temporary *5 to either the Intelligence or Willpower Bonus

sf all Heretics involved for the duration of the Compact.

ExecuTIoN oF
COmPACT

nce all the fine details have been worked out. ea:
has made his mark on the document and prc:

support, and the entire endeavour has been

to the Ruinous powers, the time comes to execute the l
The execution of a Compact is the meat of a Brecx
game, for it is in carrying out the Compact and pu:

Secondary Objectives that the actual roleplaying r-,=
Every action that the players take is influenced not oi-i;r

agreements detailed in the Compact, but by their ers
allegiances to one another and to the Ruinous Powers

OBIECTIVES
Objectives are the heart of a Compact, and give the

its shape and Scope. There is the Primary Objec=u:

simply states the ultimate goal of the Compact, the S

Objectives which are steps that must be completed r:
Primary Objective, and Personal or Tertiary Objecri'ts
private goals of each Heretic that, while related to rc
Objective, may be at cross pulposes with the goals o: :ne

Heretics in the group and of the group at large.

Pmueny Onpcrrvrs
No matter its Scope, every Compact is based arour: ;
Primary Objective. The Primary Objective is the th:.:s
entire document, and every action taken under the a

completing a Compact works to fulfil its ultimate g:a-

it is the foundation of the Compact, the Priman' i
is more a mission statement or ultimate goal ra::,*:

something worked toward directly. Only in the c:
of the numerous Secondary Objectives can the l
Objective be completed and the Compact finished

SEcoNneRY OBIECTTvEs
Each Compact states a number of Secondary

need to be completed for the group to accomplish ix !
Objective. Each Secondary Objective should be desig:rc
a way as to let each player have a hand in the compba:m

Compact. For Example: The Primary Objective is to

Imperial Planet and turn it to Chaos. The Secondan

could be sabotage the planet's infrastructure (Heretei,st,

political upheaval (Apostates), sow terror through arucio
invasions (Traitor Legionnaires,/Renegades), and enlis
any cults on the planet (Sorcerers and Psykers). This

Heretic in the group many possibilities for strong

as he is required to bring his knowledge and talents m
complete the Objective and allows him to have a

in the completion of the Compact. It also gives him
chance to shine in a "starring role" in the story but abo

investment in the story and the fate of the group as a

Aside from the intrinsic value in completing dr
Objective, the completion of Secondary Objectives

its own reward. Completing a Secondary
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COmFLETING A tsaT,ANCE IN
COMPACT GarnE

;', ,at the discretion of the Game Master, and should come about

..:,*'!ough involvement in the game and good roleplaying.

Compact is completed once all Secondary Objectives,

and any Personal or Tertiary Objectives, are completed

to the satisfaction of the Game Master. This brings

about the end of a chapter in the lives of the Heretics.

It may be that the Heretics have reached their final destiny

through the work of the Compact, whether spawndom, death,

or apotheosis, and they can begin a new game. Howevet i[
the Heretics still have a ways to go before their final fate, the

players should write up another Compact and continue their
dark work together. This is rypically the case when the players

are still enjoying playing Heretics or are invested enough in

their characters that they wish to see them through to their

ultimate reward.

REWARDS
Rewards for bringing a Compact successfully to completion can

be great indeed, and range from the intangible (Experience Points,

poweq and Infamy) to the very tangible indeed (wealth, weapons,

and other physical trappings ofsuccess). All ofthese combined

make joining in and completing Compacts a very tantalising

prospect to the Heretics, and one whose rewards, at least in the

eyes ofthose involved, greatly ounveigh the penalties for failure.

ExpnnrENcn
Throughout the execution of a Compact, the characters will
accrue their share of Experience as is typical in a Brecr
Cnusloe game. Heretics are rewarded Experience Points

for defeating enemies, successfully overcoming obstacles,

and good roleplaying. Experience Points and how they are

awarded is discussed at length on page 266.

INrnrvrv
Infamy is the primary reward for completing Compacts, and

the main motivation for those Heretics who are involved.

Infamy is both currency and reputation among the adherents of
Chaos, and Compacts bring it to the Heretics in great amounts.

Depending on the Scope and the completion of Secondary

and any Personal or Tertiary Objectives, a Heretic could gain

dozens of Infamy Points, and be that much closer to his ultimate

destiny. For more information on Infamy, its uses, and how it's

awarded, see Chapter IX: Corruption and Infamy.

SncouneRY RxwARDs
Aside from Experience Points and Infamy, players have the

opportunity to acquire many more tangible awards through

the execution of a Compact. These rewards could be anything

from a Daemon weapon or the favour or a Mechanicus forge

full of technology to the pure geneseed of a loyalist Space

Marine or the favour of a Daemon Prince. Like Experience

and Infamy, any secondary rewards gained by the players are

'You humans are ueak! See the strength of ryt arm, the

armour. How cdn )ou bope to match me?"

-Magnus Thrice-fated, moments before his death br-

ne issue unique to Br"lcr Cnuseor '*

encompasses fwo classes of characters

different power levels, Human Disciples t'
and Chaos Space Marines. Unless the players's-a::

up being entirely one type ofcharacter or anothel u
take into account that the two types of charactsr

more or less proficient in certain scenarios.

The most obvious distinction is in combat. By r-i::r
Unnarural Strength and Unnarural Toughness, plus

the game with Legion power armour and having acces:u

weapons, Chaos Space Marines gain some distinc

First, on average their melee and ranged attacks dez- g-
damage than the attacks of their human counterpa;:s

also able to absorb roughly 6-8 more damage than i:rr
counterparts, although if the humans procure po\\'ei

difference decreases slightly down to a 4-6 damage cfr
Nevertheless, GMs should be aware that their C:;eon

Marine characters are going to come across as more pr-1fr

straight damage dealing, and more survivablewhen be:-
back. This is not necessarily a bad thing-Chaos Sp.a:

are supposed to be brutally proficient warriors, after al '

should never be afraid to present a combat where the

Chaos Space Marines can wade into melee (or blas

range), tossing enemies left and right with bloodthirs.

This reaffirms the idea that the characters are superftr-::

it comes to war, and also can give them an inflated secst

own inwlnerability-which a canny GM can play oc ,ro,
However, there will always come times when the

everyone to feel like they're succeeding in combar'l
several ways to accomplish this without overly co-!
the game or making anyone feel coddled

USING HORDES
Hordes are a tool by which the GM can threatea

characters such as Chaos Space Marines with lesses

such as large packs of beasts or platoons of humr"
This is why Hordes do additional damage and tlrcir
cannot be evaded (see page 340). However, this

damage and inability to evade means that mw
characters find it impossible to stand up to their

HoweveE if a GM wants to put a warband ry
Hordes, there are several steps he can take to
survival of non-Chaos Space Marine characters

. When engaging human Hereticg Hordes &
additional damage based on its Magnitude.

makes a number of attacks equal to the Horde's

dMded by 10, rounding up (so a magnitude 30

make 3 attacks) against each human Fletetic
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INTeRACTION
2 silua tongue b ofen a bmer solution to a problem than a strong arm."

- Thalien Hax, Charm-master of the Reaving Triad

ot every Encounter Heretics have will be at

gunpoint. In their day-to-daywork undermining the

Imperium, players come into contact with the full
spectrum of scum and villainy operating in the underbelly

of the galaxy, from the lowliest hive-scum to high-ranking

officials and powerful Traitor Legion warlords. Knowing

how best to deal with these individuals can make all the

difference between success and failure. It is important to

keep in mind that anyone could be a potential ally, contact,

or co-conspirator, and treating them well can present a

valuable resource to the Heretics' efforts.

INTERACTION SKITLS
Chapter III: Skills presents a number of Interaction Skills

such as Charm, Command, Deception, and Intimidate. To

make a good impression a character would use Charm; to issue

orders he would use Command; to cheat or lie he would use

Deceive; and to frighten he would use Intimidate. Together,

these Skills offer the discreet tools for interacting with the

people of the Imperium.

IJsrNc IxrpnecrroN SKTLLs
During a game session, a player doesn't need to make

Interaction Tests every time he has a conversation or makes a

transaction. For simple actions that carry little or no jeopardy,

the player simply plays the role of his character. The

outcome of these interactions between the character

and the NPCs are then determined by the Game

Master. Howeveq a player should make an

appropriate Skill Test ifthere are consequences

for failure or ifsuccess would serve to advance

the plot in a considerable way. Examples that

would require a Skill Test include attempting

to convince an NPC to do something that is

dangerous to them in some way, or in direct

violation of that NPC's morality or honour,

such as accepting a bribe or murder for hire

Ultimately, when a player does or does not need to

make a Skill Test is up to the Game Master's discretion,

and he has final say on the outcome ofthe Encounter.

Exeuprn
Samshir is attempting to convince a low-ranking Imper.: 3

fficer to abandon his post and take his men witb bin.

would be incredib$ harmful to the loung oficer, anri :
against bis training, tbe GM decided tbat Samshir need-:t

Deception Test to convince the oficer tbat doing so wo'.-: m

be a good idu.

DrsposrrroNS
When making an Interaction Skill Test, there are :
of variables that dictate the final difficulty of the l:s.
situations can include atmosphere, situation, and ;r
particular circumstances. Most important, howe\-r mi

the NPC is disposed toward the Player C

the character regards the NPC and what feelings

thereof) the NPC displays. The NPC's disposition.

always set by the GM, determines the base difficul:r
Encounter. Other factors can adjust the difficulry up :r
as the situation demands and as the GM sees fit. T#
Dispositions provides sample dispositions based oc

Tests and their corresponding difficulty.

With an Interaction Test, the target's disposition

one step per Degree of Success. Likewise, fte
disposition worsens one step per Degree of Failure.

a target's disposition must be Indifferent toward th:
to do as requested. Even then, the target will onlr- r,r

the players ask about 50olo of the time if left unsr:

Each step above Indifferent improves that chance --,'

Under close supervision, the base chance increases b'

INrpnecuoN AND Gnoups
When a player uses an Interaction Skill

group, such as when commanding a ship's

Traitor Legion warband, he resolves r:,:
described earlier with the disposidcm

group set by the GM based on the

overall attitude toward the pla.,u.l"

player makes the Test as normal. amc

one Degree ofSuccess he affects a

of individuals in the group equa

Fellowship Bonus. Note that certai:
can increase the number of in,i
targets a player can affect.
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FeruNc rHr Fsen Tnsr
Ifa character or creature fails a Fear Test in a combat situation,

he must immediately roll on Table 8-4: Shock, adding
+10 to the roll for each Degree of Failure. Once the roll is

made, the effects are applied immediately to the character.

If a character fails a Fear Test in a non-combat situation, he

becomes unnerved and suffers a -10 penalty to any Skill or

Characteristic Test that requires concentration. This penalty

lasts as long as the character remains in the vicinity of the

object of his Fear, and simply leaving for a moment and then

returning doesn't negate this..

Sgocx AND SNAPPTNG Our oF Ir
Characters may be able to shake some of the lic:=- - 

-

of their Fear off after the initial shock has u'o= ,

specified on Table 8-4: Shock, a character r:.'
"snap out of it." To snap out of it, a characte; :-
Challenging (+0) Willpower Test at the bes - ".

next turn. If the Willpower Test is successful. :-.
regains his senses, shrugs olf the effects, and ma\. .--- -

If the character fails the Willpower Test, the e:=--

and he may try again on his next turn.

INSANITY
The mere fact of his survival means that the mind o: . -'
experienced Heretic has been scourged by sights ::.: -"'

so blasphemous and so horrific that they would h". . --

the mind of a lesser man. Heretics in a Bracr Cnus: . -

considered to already have 100 Insanity Points, to :: ,

minds, and to have come through the other sidr :'-,,'r
functional but fundamentally changed person. li'h:.. .
not accrue Insanity Points as characters do in othe:' -

40,000 games, over time they do tend to acquir. .--
tics known as Disorders.

Typically, disorders manifest in the aftermath :'
horrific or emotionally traumatic for the characte:, I: ;
fails a Fear Test by more than four Degrees :' '
they must make a Challenging (+O) Willpo*e: -:r
the Encounter is over. Ifthe character fails the \\-:.,: -

he acquires a Disorder related to the Chaos Go; :,
is dedicated by rolling on the appropriate table. 1:: ,

is not dedicated to a particular Chaos God, the C.-
chooses a table for the character. This could indic=:.

the character has no affiniry for a specific Chaos C. :
one ofthe Lords ofChaos has taken an interesi ::
Masters may also, at their discretion, call for a \\-:

to avoid manifesting a disorder, perhaps after "
challenging and arduous span of physical or m.i::.
This serves to Further represent the fickle nature c:- l

TAEIE 8-5: FOLLOWERS OF TZPPNTCN DISORDERS

Roll Disorder
Obsessive Cleanliness: The character is terrified offilth, rot, and disease. He goes to great lengths to keep himselF. h:.

possessions, and his surroundings clean, and will avoid dirty things or places at all costs. Whenever confronted with su;::
v-zv

individauls or situations, he must make a Difficult (-10) Willpower Test. Failure means that the character is ovenvhe.:::: :n

disgust and refuses to enter the unclean area or interact with the filthy object or person.

Conspirary Theorist: The character sees conspiracies everywhere, even in the most mundane situations. Conspiracies seenl :: ::
21 40 onlysubjectheiscapableofdiscussing,andhefindsawaytoworkhistheoriesintoeveryconversation.Hesuffersa-5pei:.-

Interaction Tests that do not involve others who agree with his theories or directly relate to "uncovering" his current pet cons::-::

Rule of Nine: The character is obsessed with Tzeentch's sacred number, nine. Whenever he can, he will arrange items in 5,ion
4I-60 stack oFnine, considers naturally occurring instances of the number or a multiple (a flower with 27 petals, a ship with 18 a-.rrt u,'

system wirh nine worlds, etc.) to be especially portentous, as well as dates and times ofday that contain nine or multiples th-,::m

Dark Magiks: The character is convinced that he is a powerlul sorcerer While this is, in Fact, occasionally the case, more lik.-. .-

character has lew or no powers at all. He is obsessed with all things arcane. He collects ancient and blasphemous tomes (u,he::.- '

6 1-80 understands them or noQ, icons, and anything else related to sorcery or psychic power. The character suffers -5 to all Interacli:- -:rnr

when dealing with normal individuals due to his boorish nature and need to let everyone know that he is a powerlul sorcerer- '.i'-,- il

the presence of acualpsykers, he suflers a 10 penalty on all Interaction Tests, due more to the actual sorcerers losing patienlt ,:::

Self Improvement The character is driven to constantly change and improve himself. His clothing, his speech, even his lolzkles

81-lO0 flux. He is forever scarring, branding, tattooing, or modi$ring his body through rybernetics or forced mutation. Due to his

r , ..: , rapid evolution, the character suffers -5 to all Interaction tests, as those around him are unsure who they deal with ,on a day to
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"While yile mutants still draw breath, there can be no peace. Wbile

obscene heretics' hearts still beat, there can be no respite. While

faihlus traitors still live, there can be no forgiueness."

Verse I of XXV of the Silver Skulls Catechism of Hate

he Brecr Cnuseor roleplaying game provides a wide
range of possibilities, from insidious infiltration, to
malicious schemes to epic battle, and every other

endeavour that awaits a servant of Chaos upon the Path

to Glory. A Heretic may face many enemies during his

blasphemous endeavours, and while an assortment of foes can

be found within this book and others in the Brecr Cnusaor
line, a nearly limitless assortment of adversaries can be found

within the other games in the Wenuar'aurn 4O,OOO RorEpr.lv
line, taking both from lists of NPCs, and using the character

creation rules in those games to create entirely unique nemeses

to confront a group of Heretics. Similarly, Bracr Cnusaor
provides players o[ Dem Hrnrsv, RocuE Tnaopn and

Dr,lrswercs with a vast array of potential foes to overcome.

Additionally, these other games contain a wealth of
setting material useful to a Black Crusade game, providing

worlds of intrigue, the perils of wilderness space and blood-

soaked warzones for Heretics to ravage and co=:cq
are touched upon elsewhere in this book and =,:
greater detail within the Denr Hrnpsv, Rocur Tr-
Draruwnrcu rulebooks and supplements.

Players of one or more of these games u'il- --.:

with the basic system used in Bucr CruseDE. ;'lr "

noticed the changes between Brecr CnuseDE a:: :r

Wnnser'lnrn 40,000 RorEprev games. What ic-.: '

section are some ideas for combining the vario;: _--'

accounting for the differences between them.

BRINGINC DARK HERIST
INTO BLACK CRUSADE
Dem Hrnrsv deals with the servants of the Ii--,-:
common foe for the forces of Chaos. These la;:.:' nri

false Emperor range From the faceless, expeni:: ,

known as Acolytes, to the mighty and fearsc::. "
Agents and Inquisitors who command them.

The lowest of Acolytes, many of whom are'..-
prove themselves to their masters, are hard,'. --'r

dangerous offoes, but their presence and the na:--.
masters is what makes them a threat to a group o:- -,'
being discovered by such wretched creatures is;: :-.tn
swiftest ways to draw the lethal attention from c..- - ,r'

more powerful enemies.

Those more powerful enemies are described ::- :-,
Hrnrsv supplement Ascr,NsroN, covering Inquisiic.. '
of the Adeptus Mechanicus, Adeptus Arbites Jude:.
Assassins and the like; these foes could pose a serio' . :-
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For those ofa more radical bent, Bracr Cnuseor, provides

an assortment of blasphemous tools to turn against the Dark

Gods and their servants sorcerous powers, daemonic and

warp-touched weaponry, and profane rituals can be Found

within this book, and can as easily be used by dabblers in the

vile arts as the true chosen of Chaos.

Finally, however, ambitious players and GMs can attempt to

bring together a grand campaign, following the progression

of a band of Acolytes as they become more and more Radical

in nature. Eventually, they embrace the powers of Chaos,

perhaps even unknowingly, and fall from grace to join the

ranks ofthe damned.

The key to running this campaign is Corruption. A1l of the

Warhammer 40,000 games track the Corruption Points a character

obtains, and except in some very rare circumstances, Corruption

can only be gained, it cannot be lost. In Dam Hrnrsv (as well as

Rocul Tnaosn and DEarswercH), once a character reaches 100

Corruption Points he is retired, lost to join the Disciples of the

Dark Gods and effectively unplayable. However, when merging

Denx HenEsv and Bracx CnusAor, his career may have just

begun. See the "Transferring Characters" sidebar.

BRINGING ROGUETRADER
INTO BLACK CRUSADE
Rocue Tneoen characters are swashbuckling explorers

as much as anything else, but people who reach too far or

delve too deeply can frequently encounter the influences of
the Ruinous Powers. Warp-tainted cultures, and their dead

remnants, can be found in the depths of the void, and the

servants of Chaos are as likely to see out the:- :"

treasures and their wealth as those explorers dri".- :'
and ambition.

Rocur Tnaorn's biggest difference fron-. : "

Wanneuuen 40,000 Roreprev games is the :::
rules for ship-to-ship combat. The addition oi:-,'rrrv

can add extensively to a Brecr Cnuseor garr-: :
powerful starships to savage and cruel Heretics .-:
them the means to terrorise worlds and drorr: :::r,

themselves in blood. However, those who wage \';. i- ,

the stars may add the might of the Imperial \-: -

adversaries they may face.

The Koronus Expanse is a vast and haunted ::t r;
with renegades, traitors, monsters and the ruins :r
cursed civilisations. The slumbering power that ca: ril
in the Expanse and the vulnerable colonies founj::
lackeys of the Emperor can both serye as a gre?:

for Heretics to begin raiding and plundering t:=
Expanse. What follows are a number of advenrur=

Brecr CnusaDE groups adventuring within the Er.:
. The cursed world of Iniquity calls to the blacr

those touched by Chaos, piercing the veil and t
secrets to their souls. What horrors lie beneari

world remain unknown, in spite of the gre:
of reavers, renegades and pirates that have

but whatever it is, it has power... and power e

claimed by the strong and the cunning.
. Port Wander, the last stronghold between the

Expanse and the Calixis Sector, is a place

power struggles and squabbling factions.

-) ,a3
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Tagle 8- I t: TRAtr CHlt'IGes

Black Crusade Trait Changes
: ' ' This trait, rather than giving a flat *3 bonus to damage, adds {X}'damege,,tq-iAt$e&}irnadeBrutal Charse ',"'"'^'"' '"":' "'1" 5:"

the same round as the charge.

Daemonic

Deadly Natural
Weapons

Multiple Limbs (X)

Qgadruped

Toxic

Unnatural
Characteristics

Unnatural Speed

The trait no longer multiplies Toughness Bonus, but rather increases it by a static value. A

rule of thumb is that a 3-5 point increase to Toughness Bonus is functionally equivalent to

doubling the characteristic bonus.

Previously named Improved Natural Weapons

Previously known as Multiple Arms, this gave a flat modifier. Now it varies depending on :

many additional arms the creature possesses.

This trait, rather than multiplying movement rates, adds a flat bonus of +2 for every pair of
legs beyond the first. The movement values of creatures should be recalculated to:1ake this

account.

This trait now deals damage to anyone who successfully attacks the creature, and the Tougr

test takes a penalty equal to ten times the number in parenthesis (X).

These traits no longer multiply characteristic bonuses, but rather increase them by a flat value. A

good rule of thumb is that a 3-5 point increase to a characteristic's bonus is functionally

to a level of the 'old' Unnarural Characteristics rules.

This trait no longer exists. Unnatural Agility now increases movement values where it did n:r
before, rendering Unnatural Speed redundant

1

worlds ripe for slaughter. Against so massive a force as a

Crusade, the forces of Chaos have many opportunities to

gain glory and infamy. Below are a number of adventure

hooks for Brecr Cnusnor campaigns focussed on events in

the Jericho Reach:
. The fallen Magi of Samech seek the darkest of machine

lore, and will pay handsomely for those who deliver it
to them. Magos Kallikos has heard rumours of secret,

ancient technology being concealed by the forces of
the Imperium, locked away within one of the fortified
stations of the Deathwatch, and will gift whomever

brings these secrets to him with a mighty haul of ancient

and powerful warp-cursed technology.
. Deep within the lericho Reach, beneath the baleful

crimson glow of the Hadex Anomaly, lays Varrus, once

capitol world of the Jericho Sector. Upon this burning,

Warp-scarred world can be heard the voices of untold

billions of cultists and vat-slaves, prostrating themselves

in devotion to the warp rift that dominates -.::c

above. From time to time, the leaders of this I
devotees summon new Champions of Chaos to :
some foul and seemingly pointless task as pan m
grand and vile plan.

BRTNGING BTACK
CRUSADE INTO
DEATH$TAICH
While the Deathwatch are focussed primarily upon
mankind from the myriad threats posed by Xenos n
they are not ignorant ofthe danger presented by trai:
heretics, and as already noted, are frequently honou:
by ancient oaths ofhate and vows ofloathing to
forces of Chaos.

To confront and slay a Champion of the Dark
single combat is amongst the noblest and most

acts a warrior of the Adeptus Astartes can perform, a
feat that shall earn him renown and the respect of
his brethren. Few Adeptus Astartes would deny

that the war against Chaos is a righteous
one and each battle a sacred duty to
expunge the taint of betrayal. The

Bracr CnuseoE rules provide the

means to produce a wide variery

of accursed champions, deadly

enough to threaten even the

mighty Adeptus Atartes.

It would be unusual

for Space Marines of
the Deathwatch to

venture deep into the *mip
nightmarish realms 7 
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degree for every 10 as above. The overall difFerence is o[
one degree in either directior.r, and elements converted

across lrom other games should be adjusted to accoul.rt

for this change.

Skills: A number of skills present in previous games have

been consolidated into a smaller number of broad skills in
BrecK Cnus,cor. In addition, the system for Skill Mastery

has changed slightly, adding an additional level of mastery

that didn't exist prior to Black Crusade. Table 8-9: Skill
Changes summarizes these changes.

In addition, the Invocatior.r skill has been removed.

With regards to Skill Mastery, any character with a +20 in
a given skill and the Taler.rted talent for that skill should be

considered to have at the Veteran Skil1 Rank in Brecr Cnuseor

terms. Players should notice that, in turn, there is no longer a

"Talented" Skill that provides +10 to a chosen Skill.

Talents: A number of talents presented in previous games

have been changed or renamed in Brecx Cnusaoe, the main

details of which have been summarised in Table 8-10:
Talent Changes.

In addition, a number of abilities that were previously

talents have now been redefined as bionic implants augmented

by Talents, though the effects have largely remained the same.

Traits: A number of traits presented in previous games

have been changed or renamed in Brecr Cnuseor, the main

details of which have been summarised in Table 8-11:
Trait Changes.

The change to Unnatural Characteristics is pari.---

significant when dealing with player characters, spc--'
Ascension-level Denr Hrnrsv characters, all Dr,rr:- '
characters, and Xenos characters from Rocur T.-.

The characteristic bonuses of al1 such characters sh: - -

recalculated when transferring them into Brecr CRus,: '
Weapon Q3ralities: A number of weapon c--

presented in previous games have been changed or r.-
in Brecr Cnuslop, the main details of which ha,.. :

summarised in Table 8-12: Weapon Qality Chang*
In addition, the matter of Astartes and Legion eq:: :

should be addressed; such items are not for the h:::
mortals, and are essentially equivalent in backgroun: '

For the purposes of compatibility, any item (es:.

weapons) denoted as being Legion or Astartes : -

function identically to its equivalent from the prima:. :
so a Dnarnwercn character in Brecr Cnuseor rrc- :

the rules for a Legion Bolter for his Astartes Bolter. '. -

Traitor Legionnaire in Drernwercn would use the r- :r

an Astartes Bolter when wielding his Legion Bolter.





CnaPTER IX,
CORRTIPTION
AND INTAilY

"The Path to Glory is the patb to desnuction; 1ours, or lour eneml's. . . "

Magister Khalistim Bhewko

he central theme of Bucr Cnuseor is the journey the

Heretics tread as they progress along the path to glory
None can predict exactly what will occur at the end of that

journey; whether an aspiring champion will be found wanting or

granted the ultimate reward of apotheosis to daemonhood. The

character's progression along the path to glory is measured, in

game telms, by two factors: Corruption and Infamy

In the simplest terms, Corruption is a measure of the favour

in which the Ruinous Powers hold the character, while Infamy

describes his standing amongst his peers. The former can be

thought of as a reflection of his starus within the Realm of
Chaos, and the latter as a measure ofhis status within the material

realm. As a Player Character progresses along the path to glory
he amasses Corruption Points, which, among other effects,

result in him gaining mutations. These are physical, mental, and

spirirual changes wrought upon him by the Ruinous Powers,

sometimes in recognition of some great service the character has

performed, sometimes in answer to his prayers, and sometimes

even as a punishment. Infamy is measured by its own score on

the character's profile, and is used as a gauge of the character's

temporal power, how much influence he holds over his allies, and

how much awe he inspires in his enemies. Lastly, both measures

count towards the character's ultimate fate, as described on page

267,The Final Fate.

COnnUPTION
"The warp Jlows through n1 bodl like bloodflows through 3ours.

-Algar the Blessed

orruption is a measure of the favour the Ruinous Powers

have bestowed upon a character, or how steeped in

the dark energies of the warp his soul has become.

For characters in the Dam HEnrsr, RocuE Tneorn, and

Deernwlrcrr games, Corruption is a bad thing. Once they

reach a certain threshold ofit, their souls are lost and who they

are is destroyed, leaving the campaign to answer a new calling

steeped in Chaos. But Bracx Cnuseor characters know the

truth of it, for they have already crossed that invisible line. Their

eyes are open to the truth of the universe. Where the deluded

Acolytes, Explorers, and Battle-Brothers who serve the weakling
Imperium see corruption, those who tread the Path to Glory
see favour, power, and opportuniry In effect, a Brecr Cnuseor
character has already crossed the line so feared by mere mortals

and is now master of his own destiny He will rise or flall, gain

t5.

or ascend to daemonhood, all by the power of his .

strength of his arm, and the favour of the Ruinous Po'.,. .

CORRUPTION POINTS
Bucr CnusaoE characters aspire to the ultimate po\\'e: :
by apotheosis-the ascension to daemonhood. Very feri. : :

ever attain such a fate, for the power of the warp and ir-.
of the Dark Gods is a terrible thing that no mere mc::

can hope to contain. Most are overwhelmed by the po,.'.:
and spirit unable to bear the soul-searing vigour ofCha:r
bodies are overcome with mutation and they devolve to::i:
spawn-thrashing masses of tentacle and teeth. A ver. :,",

find sufFcient strength of mind, body, and soul to resi-.: -j-ur

consuming energies and to wield them as weapons in ii.-
ofthe Dark Gods. These are granted apotheosis, and the.

to become daemon princes, the ultimate traitors to Humi:r
champions of the Ruinous Powers.

As a character progresses through an ongoing

garners Corruption Points (CPs). Starting out at 0, th*
rise until they evenrually reach 100. At various poins a"

way the character earns the right to beseech the Ruinous :
for their flavour, or else he draws the unsought attentior, ur

of the Dark Gods by his deeds alone. At that point, the r
rolls on Table 9-1: Gifts of the Gods to determine n
of the Gods he has earned. But the powers of Chaos ar
fickle, capricious, or downright cruel, and there is no gr

the character will be gifted with a power he desired.

When the character finally reaches 100 CPs, his

eternal power or damnation, become a mindless Chaos Spawn,
complete. How it will end depends very much on the



:{uoqarf,slp s,IAIg) uoudelaP eg} uo Surpuadap dure;ul E pue

I ual \taq Jetf,EJEqJ agl sulee suondarap InJ;alseut qUz'l aoJ

agl Jo s{uPr eql lsSuoue PooqesleJ Pue IlIuEsuI SurpaaS

,tue3u1 Z puB slulod uottdrulo3 EPI lallerrlll aql sulea

a13.rn51 qlrm pau31p sl lut{t soeqf Jo uoIduEI{J e 3ur11ly

'lulod uolldnjro] I qljo^\ st ;a,r,rod rrqrdsd e Sursn (36

aql se sno;a8ueP se tseal 1e auo) l,uoua 1n;.lamod e 3ur'{e15

gf, luaazl EulJErqrrlfl srelrBr?tlD

'(uonansrp s,ygg) uondaraP aqtJo sqtdap aqt uo SuIPuedaP

fiuegul € pue I uae^\leq telf,eltlll eql su;ea suot8eluor ;o

aseasrp t{ll,l\ suollelndod a3.rey 8urrra3u1 :o tno 3utdt16

frue3ul z pue slulod uotldn;;o3 SPI lelleletll
eql surua l{JrueazI PaJE;qua suq leql uordueq3 e Surr{e15

'lurod uolldruJo3 I surea s;ar*od rtqrr{sd a13:n11 .ro 'asEasIP

'uosrod qlv,r (34 aqt se mo.la8ueP se lseal le) aoJ pyar'rod e 8urryy

aIEJnN Eurce.rqurg srelf,srBqD

'(uotra.rrsrp s,1,q9) uolte.rresoP aI{} Jo
sse)xa aql uo Surpuadap I'rue;u1 € PUE I uaa^\laq Jalf,Erel{r

eqt suJeo (Lqr.rersapq aql Jo Jaquau ro unlEllslulluPv aql

Jo IprrUJo q8lq e Suudnrlor ro erlllseq Suru.rnq e 3o sele8

aql ol lures lelradurl ue Surlteu se qrns) rulou egl puor{ag

pue o^oqe ^,{tuaqdselg Pue uollerlasaPJo slre ur 3ul31npu1

duu3u1 Z pue slulod uottdnuo3

SpI rarlerpqr al{t surea auroq) 3o uordrueq3 e 3urLe15

1uto4 uol]druto] I su]Ea s.ra,r,r.od rrgrr{sd qsauePls;o 'a.lnl:ol

'tuau;ol q8no;qt (36 aql su sno.ra8uep se lsea1r auo) ao3 e Surqry

qsauBsls Euree.rqurg sr3lf, ErBtID

' (uortarcsrp s,1413) .ratre:eqr

aql tsule8e palrets spPo aqt uo Surpuadap LrueSul t PUE I
ueaataq relreJetlf, aql su;Ba (uonseg IEIJOduII ueJo slle^\ aql

Surllnesse dlpopueq-e18urs se qrns) IEPIJInS raPlsuol PIno^\

lsoru tEqrrlol pue peqsPoolg3o asud.lalua ue uo 3ur1.regul
Lrue;u1 z pue slulod uondnl.Io3

EpI rotlereqtr aqt surea qsauBBISSo uordueq3 e 3ur,'(e15

'lurod uol]dru:o] I sujBa ]Pquror esoll uI (ca ,qr se lnyortrod
sE lseal lu) saruaua sno;a8uep Jo roqunu :ouadns e Surrea;aq

aurotfx Eullurqtug sJap"rerl]

'spaap IreP 3uuto11o3 eql SuluroJrad

JoJ pePJE. Ae eJ8 slulod uolldnlJo] IEuoIIIPPe os pue la^lod

uorled ;raql Jo asoql qlr'r pau8qe suotssed PUe se^IlP rIeIJ]

Pu5 sPog lrBC oqlJo auo PalBrqus a^eq leql srallerBl{J

su:rlNod sovH) IIHI Or S:I)rAU!IS

due;u1 I pue slulod uottdn.l.to3 z ralrereqJ aql

surea ,{uraqdselq pue 
'{rDldnp 3o ,{em ,{q s;artrollo3 s,loredua

aql Jo raglunu a3.re1 E Jo slreaq aql uI lgnoP 8urmo5

fue3u1 Z-I quo,^d aq Leur uoueeP eql

Jo setrr^ras aqt SuIuIeB Lgeuourppy'sluto4 uottdnrlof, EPI

sule8 aq teql satS:aua InJaJEg l{)ns ol Jelrer?ql aqt sasodxa

uouapo JelBaJg e go Suluoruruns eql lB tuasa;d Surag

'se^\ uoll?f,ol eql Palf,es .^^oq uo Surpuadap

'sturo4 uotldrurof, €-I snld Lrue3ul z-l teul';ieq) aql suree

paar3 leuadrul paleq aqt 3o areld Par)Bs E Surgaq

'stulo6 uondnrro3 SpI raperegt eql sulBa

aas) lenlra e go Sulurog;ad eql u1 Suqstsse lo 3
'lunouue IEUoIIIPPB luale,rtnba ue'(zftue3u1

uo uonpIIIroJuI arou loJ E92a?edaas) srulod {ueJul ro

peq.,{uaua agtgr 'sn1d 'sturo4 uolldruro3 EpI Japereql atp

)EquoJ euo-uo-euo ul runl.ladul eqlJo ojoll 1ea.r8 e 3uri4
'ereq pelsll st paute8 s,u I

3o seydruexa ouos lnq 'yg6 a?ed uo PunoJ ag ue:,{ruwug

uorleujoJul aJow 'leug sI UoISIJOP sltl 'uollJe uIEllaJ P

,{rue-;u1 .ro uorldnuo3 aAIaJer }ou saoP JIlaJaH 8 lrql sa

wg aqlJI Pue 'seuIIaPInS are asaqlSo IIE leql aloN'uonar:

S,IAI9 aql le ,{rueJu1 se IIaa se 'slutod uolldnrro] 3u

ralf,pJeqr eql uI llnsa; plnoqs soJuelsur 3ur.a,ro11o3 aq1

ulnlal ur uollJlpauag )JePJo aJnseau auros ute8 pue

qlrl\ palelrosse suotssed aql aSlnpur ol Sutlaos flalu.laq;

's;arrro4 snourn1 aql Jo suolluelle eql Sulilnor ,{luolue-t

relf,e.reqJ eql 'soPl.lf, ol sef,l^ras aseql Suryeuapun dg

aq II^\ slulod uondnrro3 t{rII{,^ roJ Pue soeq3 3o .ra,uod

ol ralf,EJEqJ aql asodxa ol aJns aJB leql :ole,l oq 'saruelsun-:

euos aJE aleqJ '1g seas aq se uaql anssl ol aa-g sIe.r,rle st 1

aql pue sLerrr, tuaJaJrP r{ueu ut Paurea ag uel s}ulod uolldnr:rl,

SOVHf, OI STf,IA}I!I
'uorssas aqlJo Pua eql 1B Pe^losal

ppoqs surg sE r.lf,ns stlo33a ,(ue la.tamog 'ore1d alet s

se uorssas aruu8 e Sutrnp :o aruauadxl gtllr\ uolssas

E Jo Pua eql lE PePJBly\E eq JaIllIa uBr slulod uottdn:.ro3
'sdf, 06 PUB '09 '0€ '0I tE sPo9 aqljo sl:

ateraua8 'uoru lutu;ou ueql lulds pue dpoq uI Je8uo;ls PalE::
ueag 8ur,r,eq 'sarteuuot8al lotlerl 'sdf, 08 Pue '09 '0? 'i':
'0I saqreer aq uaq,4A spo9 aqt Jo UID e sale;aua8 lalJPlE-:

souq3 Jo aldnsrq y 'sa8ed .^ aJ lxau aql ra^o PelElaP !G'

'spoD eql Jo UIg e ale;auo8 lsnu ralf,Erel{f, eql llrrl als

3uo1e slulod uleuaf, lE asnef,aq lueilodut sl slgl 'Passel!

seq relJEJEr{J al{l slulod uolldnjjoJ .{ueu r*oq 3o IJE]I d3Jqi

ol uollJes E suleluo) laaqs JelJEJEqf, :Iqvsnd] vJV'Ig aql

x)YuINorrdnuuof,
'197 a?ed aas lca(qns slql uo eroru .log 'umeds r sr

ef,uatslxeJo rttuesut Sur.reqgr8 eql ol PauuaPuor pue 3u

punoJ oq 11m aq ta,rarrrol{ {lqll arol4l 'slsoaqlode u:ea-t
lsn/-tq8ru dml aql3o sat8;aua 3u41rcp aqr ur r(l.ralln

padaats pue taoJ fuala paleaSap Jnos Ieilou SILI Jo suol

,{lad aql peprerslp {soeqf, 
Jo tartlod 1ry aq} Palergua

orl^&\ euo 'sre.4[od snoulnu eql Jo elueu aqt ur paru:oJ;ad



THE PRICE OF FAITURE
Just as it is possible to gain power by furthering the fe1l ends

of the Ruinous Powers, so too is it possible to anger them and

invoke their wrath. The Path to glory is paved with the bones of
those who aspired to power but fell short in some way, earning

punishment in the form ofall manner ofcurses, random mutations

and afflictions. The price of failure is expressed by the gain of

Corruption Points. This, of course, is not the Dark Gods granting

favour to the Heretic. Instead, the Dark Gods are hastening his

decent into spawndom by infusing him with the warp'

Whenever a Heretic passes a point on the Corruption Point

Track by gaining Corruption via a failure, he still rolls on the

Gifts of the Gods Chart. However, he only rolls once: he may

not modify it with his Infamy bonus, he may not attempt to

generate a Reward if he is Devoted to a specific God, and

he may not roll twice if he is Unaligned. He is stuck with

what he gets. Of course, this may turn out to be a beneficial

roll-but it may not. It's all in the hands of the Gods.

When a GM grants Corruption Points through a Failing,

he should always be sure to grant a random amount (1d5 or

ld10 being the most obvious choices). Gaining a mutation

through a Failing is one of the most punishing outcomes, and

it is better if there's a random chance of this happening' or not

happening, depending on the dice and the will of the Gods.

. Being defeated in combat by a great hero of the Imperium is

a Failing that causes the character to gain 1d5 Corruption.

. Failing to complete a Compact's Primary Objective is a

Failing that grants 1dl0+5 Corruption.

FerrrNc rHE CHAos Po'$rERs
Characters that have embraced one of the Dark Gods gain many

advantages by doing so, but they also run greater risls. Failing in

the service of one of the four Chaos Powers results is a Failing

resulting in the gain of Corruption Points, as detailed below.

Aligned to Khorne: Being defeated in a one-on-one

duel in close combat is a Failing that causes the character to

gain I Corruption Point.

Aligned to Slaanesh: Denying a desired excess or

ignoring a unique chance to corruPt or desecrate a foe is a

Failing that causes the character to gain I Corruption Point.

Aligned to Nurgle: Failing a Characteristic Test resulting

from a Critical Injury or passing out due to Fatigue is a Failing

that causes the character to gain 1 Corruption Point.

Aligned to Tzrentch: Being defeated by an enemy psyker or

being incapacitated by psychic phenomena or Perils of the Warp

i=lg,.i that causes the character to $in 1 Comrption Point'

l

Gtnrs oF THE
Gops

"Thesefangs, tbis armoured shell, these are a much gifu as

blade I wield."

-Algar 
the

ventually, a character will reach a point

Corruption Track at which he becomes

required to generate a Gift of the Gods. This

done between adventures, during the 'down time' im

processes like advancement are dealt with'
Chaos is anything but predictable, and so Gifis

Gods can take any number of forms. Some are

character's appearance that clearly mark him out as

to the Ruinous Powers. Others cause shocking

character's body or even to his mind.

Despite the unpredictable nature of Chaos, the

of its servants are sometimes able to impose their xfl
shifting tides of the warp. To represent this, a

may modifr the result of his roll for a Gift
a number up to his Infamy bonus (the first digir

Infamy score). Thus, a character with a high Infarur

will be able to tailor his mutations to some extent, $+dh

newly setting out on the Path to Glory must accePt the

of the Ruinous Powers regardless of the forms they u--lc.

Many Gifts of the Gods has nvo effects. The first

those that apply to every character who receives -'v

whether or not they are aligned to a specific Chaos Gao

second effect is applied to those who have embraced n

Dark God-these characters benefit from both effe.=

Characters that are Unaligned may roll twice ani

the result they prefer, after which they may modi$'iit
by their Inflamy bonus.

AonrcrroN
Exposure to the raw stuff of Chaos tvvists and

character's brain chemistry to such an extent that he

an all-consuming addiction to one particular subst*t*.
object ofthe addiction can be almost anything, fron
thing he ate to something he has never even hearc

fickle are the effects of the warp.

The GM should choose a substance for the chen

be addicted to (the more bizarte the better!). Duri

Encounter in which the character does not feed his

he suffers -10 to all Skill Tests until he does so. With

consent, the addiction can be slaked before the

begins, but this should not be abused.

Aoorrroxer LrMs
The growth of additional limbs is common amongrr

who seek to wield the power of Chaos as a weaPo[

a gift allows the character to fight more effectively

more weapons. Some notable renegades receive the

times over, taking on the appearance oissrne

many-legged spider god able to wield a,*uall
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BEsrrer
While the character does not completely mutate into a beast, he

adopts the physical appearances and mannerisms ofa certain rype

of animal. Unfortunately, while he is still capable of intelligent

thought, his bestial mannerisms make it more difEcult'

Permanently reduce the character's Intelligence by

1d10+5 and his Willpower by ld10+5. However, increase

his Strength by 1d5+1. Additionally, roll on Table 9-4 to

determine exactly what animal's traits the character's adopted,

as the character will undergo cosmetic changes (scales, fur, or

a forked tongue) from the mutation as well.

Broon SussrrrurroN
Something other than blood pumps through the character's veins,

though the exact substance is dependent upon his own character

or that of his patron. Ordinarily, the exact nature of the blood

substitution has little relevance and may even be unknown to

the character until he is wounded. When that happens, the warp-

tinged fluid spews forth, forming a weapon in its own right'

Should the character ever be wounded and suffer Damage that

leads to Blood Loss (see page 257), one randomly determined

character within 1 metre immediately takes 1d10 Impact Damage

unless he can pass a Difficult (-10) Agility Test.

Khorne: Lava courses through the character's veins' The

Damage described above has the Flame Qgality.

Slaanesh: The substance in the character's veins is highly

corrosive. The Damage described above has the Tearing Qgaliry
Nurgle: Ravening maggots spi11 from the wound' The

Damage described above has the Toxic Qgality.
Tzeentch: Upon being wounded, the character's body

emits a wave of warp energy. The Agility Test to avoid the

damage is Hard (-20).

Bresrno SrNsEs
The raw power of Chaos blasts the character'5 5sn5s5-

burning out nerve endings and searing the brain's ability to

translate what his perceptions are trying to tell it.

The character is unable to use one randomly determined

sense from the following list (sight, hearing, smell, or touch),

with all the penalties that may apply. However, his body

does compensate slightly for this deformity anC rt
the Heightened Senses Trait for one different. =;
determined, sense. At the GM's discretion, the cha::-r.r"

obtain cybernetic augmentation to partially overcoi:: i I

sight or hearing, although even then the character s-*

a -10 penalty to all Awareness Tests made with tha: 
":-rrrrrr:

Brnssno Frrs
The character is prone to bouts of severe seizures- '*i

uncontrollably, frothing at the mouth, and thrasi---:.

wildly. Many consider these fits to be special gii-rs : -

gods, during which the afflicted is experiencins r: r

communion with the Ruinous Powers.

Should the character ever declare that he is -- :-ltl
Infamy Point to reroli a failed Test and then fail on ::'.
he is struck by a seizure and Stunned for 1 d 1 0 Rou:- -

he awakens, howevel he does not count as having -'r'-
Infamy Point.

BoNsrnss
Some of the character's bone tissue dissolves intc -

stream, weakening him while at the same time :.'"-
body more flexible. There are those who may b. : :
with his constantly shifting features.

The character permanently loses 1d10+10 Si:.---
gains 1d5+2 Agility.

BunNrNc Bonv
The character's body is wreathed in empyreal t1a::

his own body is unaffected, others who approac: : '

may be burned or consumed entirely.

The character's body is constantly aflame .-:
damage his surroundings, betray his presence, ar: -

as determined by the GM. In addition, any enen:" '-
blow on him with their bare hands or attemptins:: : il

with him must pass a Challenging (+0) Agiir: - rr

immediately take ld10 E Damage. In addition, ii:. -

always has a light.
Khorne: The flames in which the character :s

are those of Khorne's forges. They inflict 2d10 D.-i"
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Yikhottt"t Enemy warriors know that they are facing

a champion of the Lord of Battles himself, and tremble in

fear. Enemy warriors (Imperial Guardsmen, planetary defence

force troois, Space Marines, etc.) count the character's Fear

rating as one level higher.

Slaanesh: The character strikes especial terror into the hearts

of those who worship the False Emperor of Mankind, for they

know that no extreme of sacrilege is beyond him' Enemies such

as Adepta Sororitas, Inquisitors, and members of the Ecclesiarchy

count the character's Fear rating as one level higher'

Nurgle: The character is especially horriflring to those who

considei themselves lost or abandoned. When facing renegades,

lost colonists, or anyone else beyond the Imperium's boundaries,

the character's Fear rating is counted as one level higher'

Tzeentch: Enemy psykers find the character especially

disturbing, instinctively knowing that they are in the Presence

nf a servant of the Architect of Fate. Enemies with psychic

powers count the character's Fear rating as one level higher'

D n"rnNs roNAl INsresruTY
The character's connection to the physical realm begins to

slip, his consciousness segueing between real space and the

Realm of Chaos. At times, he appears to fade away entirely as

he walks the otherworld of daemons and fell gods'

Once per session, the character may choose to be subject

to the IncorPoreal Trait for a number of consecutive Rounds

equal to his CorruPtion Bonus.

Khorne: So raw is the character's hatred that he can strike

his foes from beyond the veil ofreality. Ifthe character passes

a Yery Hard (-30) Willpower Test, he may make melee

attacks while IncorPoreal.

Slaanesh: The servants of Slaanesh sometimes utilise this

state to invade the dreams and nightmares of their enemies,

whispering subtle lies at the edge of consciousness, or else

they assume ethereally beguiling forms to bewitch their foes'

If the character passes a Very Hard (-30) Willpower Test,

he gains +30 to all Interaction Tests while Insubstantial'

rturgle, If the character can pass a Very Hard (-30)

Willpower Test, he gains the Fear 1 (Disturbing) Trait while

Incorporeal or, if he already cause Fear, increase the level by

+ 1 while Incorporeal (up to a maximum of Fear 4)'

Tzeentch: If the character can pass a Very Hard (-30)

Willpower Test, he may use Psychic Powers while Incorporeal'

Enrecrlrrn
The character's frame withers until he is all but skeletal and he

becomes weak and frail' He is afllicted by an eternal hunger that

can never be satiated as all but the merest fraction of the food

he imbibes is claimed by the warp, never to strengthen his body

The character suffers a -20 penalty from Fatigue, rather

than a -10.

Ew or Cneos
If the eyes are the window to the soul, then what gazes

out from behind the character's gaze is something far from

mortal. His fell gaze is imbued with the weirdling light of the

.:.erirpyrean, and to fall under it is to have one's soul desiccated

''.+$lif.looking into the warp itself.

"*)
14 jt'J;t
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The character gains the Psyniscience Skill or, if hi

possesses the Skill, advances it by + 10.

Khorne: The rage of the Blood God himself rad:"l-

the champion's eyes. The character gains the Intimida:m

or, if he already possesses the Skill, advances it by - 1 --

Slaanesh: The character sees into the soul of h:-'

recognising lies and deceit. The character gains the Inle

Skill, or, ifhe already Possesses the Skill, advances it bn

Nurgle: Nurgle promises deliverance from prrm

suffering. The character gains the Charm Skill, ca

already possesses the Skill, advances it by +10'

Tzeentch: The character's eyes shine with the rnul

I
r,$

gaze ofthe Lord ofLies. The character gains the Deceftt

or, if he already possesses the Skill, advances it by - I 0

Evs-srerxs
The fickle nature of Chaos imprints itself upon the

extending his eyes out of their sockets and causing c

wave above his head on elongated stalks. Though

to see his surroundings, the danger to his exposed a

should not be understated

The character permanently gains 1d5 Percepdm'

whenever he suffers Critical Damage to the head tfu'

reason) he adds + I to the result. Additionally, he may

able to wear certain helmets, though the eye-stalks can

FsATURxrEss FAcE
The character's features fade away to nothing

without eyeE nose, or mouth. Despite appearqnco' $e
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F:: The cyst gains brief control whenever the host's

character ever fail an

two additional Degrees

causes him to do or say

concentration slips. Should the

Interaction Skill Test, he fails it by

of Failure, as the Cyst momentarilY

something contrary to his interests.

LrMs Loss
The unknowable powers of the warp claim one of the

character's limbs, leaving behind nothing but a healed stump.

Most find that the lost limb still feels like it is there, while

others claim to feel the pain of its slow dissolution somewhere

in the depths of the EmPyrean.

The character loses one randomly determined 1imb.

MecNrrrcENT HonNs
The character is blessed with an impressive set of horns,

which serve as both weapons and status symbols amongst the

ranks of the lost and the damned.

The character gains +10 Loyalty with any Minions he

may have. In addition, whenever he makes a Charge Action,

his attack cannot be Parried.

Khorne: Only Minions dedicated to the Blood God gain

the Loyalty bonus.

Slaanesh: Only Minions dedicated to the Dark Prince

gain the Loyalty bonus.

Nurgle: Only Minions dedicated to the Lord of Decay

gain the Loyalty bonus.

Tzeentch: Only Minions dedicated to the Architect of
Fate gain the Loyalty bonus.

MncrreNoro
The recipient's body is fused with the machine, his bone

replaced with metal and his muscles with pistons. His psyche

is absorbed into the new form, until nothing of the biological

remains at all. The resultant machine is the ultimate blasphemy

to the Tech-Priests of Mars, and an object of adoration to the

Dark Mechanicus. Its function obeys no laws of the machine

and its internal workings are anathema to logic and reason.

The character gains the Machine (+1) Trait.

Khorne: The character's skin is gleaming bronze, granting

him the Natural Armour (3) Trait.

Slaanesh: The character's muscles are replaced with an

impossibly fine mesh of micro actuators, granting him + 1 to

Initiative Checks.

Nurgle: The character's already-formidable frame is

fortified still further by an array of mechanical callipers,

granting him the Sturdy Trait.

Tzeentch: The character's senses are enhanced by a

complex web of machine recePtors, granting him +10 to all

Awareness Tests.

Nnnvnmss ENNUr
The character is incapable of feeling physical stimuli, caring

for neither the kiss oflips nor the caress ofthe blade.

Khorne: Whenever the character suffers Critical

(after reduction for Armour and Toughness) re&rrt

amount by his Corruption Bonus (to a minimum of 1i

Slaanesh: The character may reroll any failed

to resist the effects of torture or seduction based rn

application of physical stimuli.

Nurgle: The character's resistance is heightenc

more. He must suffer a number of levels of Fatigue eo

+ his Toughness Bonus before he is knocked

Tzeentch: While the character's physical senses are

his supernatural ones are greatly heightened. He adds -
the result of all Psyniscience Skill Tests.

PEnvesrvn Mresue
A drastic imbalance in the character's humours brougk
by prolonged exposure to the baleful energies of -''rr

causes him to be surrounded by the creeping, noxious

of brimstone and corruPtion.

When the character fails Stealth Tests, he gam,

additional Degree of Failure.

Pno1rcrrlE ArrAcK
The character is gifted with the ability to summon l
stream of unreal matter brewed from the raw stuff o:

The stream is generally projected from the recipient's

and the exact nature this matter assumes upon lerrg
character's body varies enormously.

The character may make a Standard Attack Half A--

unleash a projectile attack with the following profile, i
10m; Rate of Fire: S/-/-;Damage: 1d10+5; Pene

Spray, Smoke. Obviously, the character may not maffc

attack if he is wearing an enclosed helmetl

Khorne: The matter Forms a sheet of raging F--

attack gains the Flame QgalitY.
Slaanesh: The stream of matter twists and ul:

incorporeal limbs entwine the victim. The attack ganu

Shocking Qgality.
Nurgle: The nature of the substance spewing fo;--'

the character's innards is best left unsaid. The attack

Toxic Qgality.
Tzeentch: The character vomits the raw stuff of r':t

itself. The attack gains the Warp Weapon Quality.

PsEuno-DArMoNHooD
A gift held by many as both a curse and a blessi:E,

recipient's body is twisted and mutated until they

resemble that of one of the myriad lesser daemons c,

warp, such as the dreaded Ebon Geist, the mournful

or the savage Manripper. The character's very nature

melded with the warp and his perception of the

universe fades while that of the unreal beyond is

thousand-fold.
The character gains the Fear 4 (Terrifying) and

Instability Traits. If the character is ever banished

warp, the GM will have to determine the length of
banished for and the conditions ofhis return. Ifnot
to one of the Chaos Powers, his appear*nce

resemble a hideous, bestial fiend.

The character's physical senses are so dulled that he feels little

in the way of pain. The character ignores the -10 penalty when

Stffering Fatigue. However, any Awareness Tests based on sensing

;by'totrch are counted as one level of difficulqr harder.
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i':,Nrrgle The tail resembles the gristly abdomen of a huge fly,

the,tip ofwhich seeps a noxious gruel ofvile liquid. The effect is

to.reduce the Initiative of all enemies within 20 metres by 20.

Tzeentch: The tail is prehensile and dextrous, and may be

used to carry and operate a weaPon, just like a normal arm.

Trurecrn
One of the character's limbs shrivels and warps into a boneless

tentacle or, in some cases, a writhing mass of them extending

from where the limb once was.

Randomly determine which limb is affected. If it is an arm

then the character may not bear any weapons with that limb

(in effect, he can only wield one-handed weapons). If it is a leg

then his movement rate is reduced by 1. However, having a

tentacle does give him a + 10 bonus to Grapple Tests and, may

a1low him to reach into tight spaces such as ventilation ducts.

Verraprmc AonrcrroN
The character is infused with a burning desire to partake of a

particular substance and, soon becomes unable to function normally

without doing so on a regular basis. Despite the drawbacks, the

character is able to draw power from his addiction, which he

utilises to propel himself further along the path to glory

The character is addicted to a substance chosen by the

player with the GM's approval. The substance should be

something obtained from a living creature, such as the blood,

marroq or cranial fluid. In any session in which the character

partakes of this substance, he counts his Infamy Points as

one higher than normal for the remainder of the session.

If he does not partake in the substance by the end of the

session, he permanently loses 1 Toughness. Note that it is not

necessarily vital that the victim "providing" the substance die

in the process, meaning the character could theoretically use

his minions as willing (or not-so-willing) donors.

$7enp-Eersn
Physical sustenance tastes as ashes to the character and,

instead of imbibing normal food and drink, he must derive

nourishment from the infinite fount of the warp. Doing so

carries certain risks, however.

The character need never eat or drink, and so may survive for

extended periods while others wither away and die. However,

once per month he must take a Challenging (+0) Toughness

Test. If he fails, he gains ld5+ 1 Corruption as if from a Failing.

Khorne: Followers of Khorne may assuage their warp

hunger by slaying the foes of the Blood God. For every foe

slain throughout the month, the character gains a *5 bonus

to the Toughness Test.

Slaanesh: Those who serve the Dark Prince of Chaos may

slake their thirst through acts of blasphemy and excess. For

every such deed committed, the character gains a * 1O bonus

to the Toughness Test.

Nurgle: By gifting mortals with the delights of Nurgle, the

ihara.t.. try keep his hunger at bay. For every victim he infects

with disease, or kills with an attack with the Toxic Qgaliry the

character gains a +5 bonus to the Toughness Test.

ntch: To the followers of the Great Schemer, lies and
'are more delicious than the finest wine. For every lie

of consequence told to further one's own goals, the

gains a *10 bonus to the Toughness Test.

SUrenp-ToucHED
Those who pursue glory by walking the path of Ci

all but immune to what mortals call madness, for *rco

already seen and done things that would shatter Se

minds of the Emperor's lapdogs. However, some are

by such capricious or contrary natures that they appez:

insane to others, expressing themselves and pursuing

but impenetrable to many around them.

The character must roll on a Disorder Table (page

appropriate to the character's Alignment. If the cha

unaligned, then the GM chooses a Disorder Table to :

$7.q.npEn AppBeneNcs
The character's appearance mutates and changes '.r:mil

Immaterium's touch, making him utterly unmistakabla

The player and GM should work together to detennit
way the character's appearance has warped, whether ii t
stained with coloured blotches, purple hair, black veins:

beneath the skin, or something even more hideous. \\
the cosmetic affect, the character suffers a -20 to a::'

made to disguise himself or cover uP his appearance.

SUrenpsrcrrr
The character is able to see the world as it really is - th:
of mortals gutter like lanterns in the night while the p;

of the warp circle all about like sharks scenting blood

The character literally sees the souls of his ene:'t
Awareness Tests gain a *10 bonus; however, any S:
Tests suffer a -10 penalty as the character is less able m

such mundane things as facial expressions.

$(/rNcnn
The Ruinous Power hear the character's pleas for ai,i

bestow upon him a pair of mighty pinions with whic
able to soar through the air and visit death from abose

the heads of his enemies.

The character gains the Flyer Trait at a movemtrf
equal to his Agility Bonus x 2.

Khorne: The character's wings are black and bat-lile
Slaanesh: Gossamer-thin pinions sprout froa

character's back.

Nurgle: The character's wings are those of an

Tzeentch: The wings are feathered, like those of a

Daemon of Tzeentch.

SUrnnerHED rN Cneos
The warp so infuses the character that it leaks frm

very pores and coils from his eyes, nose, and mouth.

The character gains a *10 bonus to all Interactioo

Tests with fellow Disciples of the Dark Gods. Against

such as xenos or inhabitants of the hated Imperium, hc

a * 10 to Intimidate Tests only.

Khorne: The heat of Khorne's infernal forges

around the character to ripple and distort, When,t

;,ilf.:::
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IIrnuepHRoDrrE
Slaanesh is said to be both male and female, and neither, for

mere mortal perception cannot begin to quantify its true nature

and such terms are but pale shadows of the terrible truth. The

character's body is changed to reflect something of this state,

assuming the characteristic single breast so common amongst

the servants of the Dark Prince of Chaos, as well as features

that are disturbingly attractive yet ultimately sexless. The

character becomes an obiect of adoration to all around him,

whether male or female, and finds his own identity assuming

an amorphous, genderless quality where such petty mortal

qualities as masculinity and femininity become meaningless

Whenever the character passes any Interaction Test, double

the number of Degrees of Success by which it is passed'

Mem oF SLAANEsH
So driven is the character, so darkly does his soul shine in

the stygian depths of the Sea of Souls, that he attracts the

fleeting notice ofthe Dark Prince ofChaos. Slaanesh touches

the character, bestowing upon him his mark and claiming his

soul for all eternity. Having been touched in such a manner,

the character is driven to such extremes of ambition and

desire that entire worlds will tremble to hear his name, and

no experience is forbidden to his dark desire.

The character gains the Heightened Senses (All) Talent and

the Unnatural Fellowship (+2) Trait. In addition, the Mark

may grant further bonuses as determined by the GM, and

may be a prerequisite when performing rituals and interacting

with various beings of the warp, etc.

ONs TnousexD AND OxE SrNIsss
Those most touched by the power of the Dark Prince are

driven to ever-greater extremes of experience, the sensations

of the material universe growing duller by the year. Most

find themselves prisoners of their own senses and unable

to experience sensations beyond those perceptible to the

mortal body they were born into. The character has been

gifted with an entirely new and previously unheard of artay

of sensory perceptions, the merest of which makes those

he was born with pale into insignificance. Armed with his

new perceptions, he sets out into the universe once mofe,

determined to experience each to the fullest extent possible'

Whenever the character passes an Awareness Skill Test, double

the number of Degrees of Success by which it is passed.

Taslp 9-s: REVARDS oF SLAANESH

DIOO Roll Reward Received

01-16 Daemonic Name

17-32 Daemon WeaPon

33-48 Face ofSlaanesh

49-64 HermaPhrodite

65-84 Mark of Slaanesh

85-100 One Thousand and One Senses

REWARDS OF NURCLE
Unlike his brother the Blood God, Grandfather Nur: -

willing to answer the pleas of the weak and the dis-

To the Plague God, such Pathetic mewling is a jo',i-

and it is his greatest pleasure to grant eternal life to th- ',
verge ofdeath. Even greater is the jest that in accepn::

they damn themselves for an eternity and become th: -,
which countless more contract Nurgle's glorious pla:--

ConpurENT IMMENSTTY
The character's frame swells and distorts until r:
to resemble the massive form of Papa Nurgle hi::..
innards bloat and swell, his skin sloughs off, and :-'
from open sores, yet he is blessed with a vigour anr :
entirely at odds with his appearance.

The character gains an additional +5 Wounds, bu: -
make a Run Action. He also gains the Size (Enormo:- ';rrir

DeruoNrc NAME
Nurgle's tallymen know the name of every diseas. . rr'

beset the mortal realm and they know the tru€ llsr:
character too. The name is revealed to the recic-:-

bestowed upon him, granting him equal status to the : - -

of Father Nurgle's bountiful Garden of Decay.

The character gains +1d5 Infamy. However, if ths -

ever discovered by a foe, the foe gains the use ofan a;:
Infamy Point (or Fate Point) when battling this chara*:'

most powerful servants of Chaos gain countless na:.-
so this gift may be taken multiple times.
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?'IlasuoNrc Neur
fhe Blood God turns his vast consciousness towards the

character for but the briefest instant, and recognises the mortal

as one of his own. He bestows, or reveals' the character's true

name, as he is known to the denizens of the Realm of Chaos.

The character gains +1d5 Infamy. However, if the name is

ever discovered by a foe the foe gains the use ofan additional

Infamy Point (or Fate Point) when battling this character. The

most powerful servants of Chaos gain countless names, and

so this gift may be taken multiple times.

Deg"rou Wnepou
The character is gifted with one of the most cherished blessings

a seryant of the Ruinous Powers can ever receive-a Daemon

Weapon, imbued with the essence of a daemon of Chaos..

The character may generate a Daemon Weapon, bound with

the essence ofa Bloodletter, as described on page 192.

Fecr oF KHoRNE
The Blood God bestows upon the character something of
his own visage-or a maniFestation of it that mortals might

be able to perceive, at least. The face is the very essence of
bloodshed, its eyes shining with the inner light of Khorne's

bone-furnaces and the nostrils billowing the thick black

smoke of every funeral pyre ever burnt'

The character gains the Fear 2 (Frightening) Trait (or

increases his Fear Rating by + 1 to a maximum of 4 if he already

has it), plus the Peer (Mortal Followers of Khorne) Talent.

FrssH-FusED S(/EAPoN
The Blood God answers the champion's Prayers by instilling

one of his favoured weapons with a portion oFhis power and

fusing it with the champion's own body.

One of the character's primary weapons fuses with one of
the character's arms. This weapon may not be removed, but it

counts as Best-Craftsmanship if it did not previously, never

requires maintenance, cannot be destroyed, and never runs out of
ammunition. This weapon may be made into a Legary Weapon.

HaNn oF KHoRNE
One of the character's hands swells to two or three times its

former size and the nails become distended and as hard as

iron. The Hand of Khorne is the tool by which the Blood

God's will is enacted, and that will is nothing less than the

slaughter ofevery living soul in existence.

Attacks made with the Hand of Khorne do not

Unarmed and deal 2d10 plus Strength Bonus Danaet

Penetration of8. (see page 243).

Menx oF KHoRNE
The fell skull rune of Khorne is branded on the r
flesh, claiming his soul for the Blood God for ali :rnu

marking him as one of Khorne's Chosen.

The character gains the Resistance (Psychic

Talent, the Brutal Charge Trait, and Unnatural Srrer

if he does not already have them. In addition to th6.
the Mark may grant further bonuses as determinei

GM and may be a pre-requisite when performing c

interacting with various beings of the warp, etc.

Pumrv or AccREssroN
The character is blessed with the utter clarity of Khorrr r

emotions other than those that fuel bloodshed drivec u

mind. No foe is beyond his hatred, and the feeling is nrmdll

The character gains the Enemy (Everyone) Talen: ln

as the Hatred (Everyone) Talent.

RE$TARDS OFTZEENTCH
To attain the blessings ofthe Changer ofthe Ways, a

demonstrate the abiliry to perceive something of his i-l
schemes, see the nature of reality for what it truly is anc

that reality to his own will. In accepting Tzeentch's eso.

mortal is granted power and persPective that would si:

minds of all but one in a million-even a billion-me'

CneNcrNG oF THE Wevs
Exposure to the raw unknowable will of T2eentch

character to undergo a complete change in his ou&vard

and he assumes a form more pleasing to the God of Clrarg.

The character loses consciousness for d10 hours, af
he awakens finds that all of the gifts he has previous.'r

granted are gone, and replaced with new ones.

generate replacements for each gift, ensuring that :
gifts fall under the same categories as those they are

If the character does not have any mutations, reroll.

Derrnrox \ilUrEepox
The character is gifted with one of the most cherished b,

a servant of the Ruinous Powers can ever receive-a

Weapon, imbued with the essence of a daemon of Chaao

The character may generate a Daemon Weapon.

with the essence of a Horror, as described on page 191

Deg"roNrc NAME
The character ca1ls upon Tzeentch and Tzeentch

one of his own, revealing to the recipient the name h.-

he is known in the Realm of Chaos.

The character gains * 1d5 Infamy. However, if the

ever discovered by a foe the foe gains the use ofan

Infamy Point (or Fate Point) when battling this

most powerful servants of Chaos gain countless

so this gift may be taken multiple times.
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INna,'nY
"M1 name is Crox, Warlord of Warlords Look upon n1 works, y
migbtl, and dapair!"

-Inscribed uPon a shattered monument on Ch'Kar

fnfamv is the tenth Characteristic for characters in Brecr

I C*uroot and is a Characteristic not al1 characters Possess'

I tn rnrny ways, it follows all the rules for Characteristics as

listed on page 34 and is very similar to Weapon Skill, Strength,

Intelligence, and the rest. However, Infamy has additional rules

as well, which sets this Characteristic apart from the others.

In Bracr CnuseoE, Infamy is the mechanical rePresentation

of a character's reputation and standing amongst his allies,

enemies, and the dark and terrible powers that inhabit the

warp. It is also a representation of a character's force of
will, his legendary status. A character with a high Infamy

Characteristic does not simply have a reputation as an

infamous and powerful individual-his high Infamy means

that in some ways he is a more powerful individual.

Infamy allows Heretics to perform amazing feats,

accomplish herculean tasks, and even suryive certain death'

However, just as Infamy can be gained, it can also be lost.

Death, dishonour, and defeat can all reduce Infamy, leaving a

Heretic unknown and unheralded, one more damned soul in a

galaxy ofignoble failures. Such a fate is often worse than death,

and can damn one as surely as a bolt shell to the brain'

Infamy is internvined with Corruption, and both complement

and interact with the other. The relationship be&veen Infamy

and Corruption is discussed later in this section.

GAINING INFAMY
Infamy can be gained in several

ways, and gaining InfamY is one

of the principle goals of Brecr
CnusaoE characters. A more

accomplished, powerful Heretic

is likely to have more InfamY,

whereas new Heretics start with
a much smaller amount.

Al1 Bucx CnuseoE

characters start with 19+1d5

Infamy They gain additional

InFamy through one of the

following ways.

PuncgesE As AN

AoveNcn
The first way to gain InfamY is the

most typical for Characteristics.

Heretics can spend exPerience

points to purchase advancements

in Infamy (see page 77). This

follows all the rules for purchasing

Characteristic advancements,

point cost for each *5 advancement purchase, whidr

expensive than most Characteristic advancement co$s I
to purchase +5 Infamy is always 5OO experience. In

long as a character's Infamy is 40 or higher, the charaa
purchase Infamy via experience points. The second cii:,

there is no limit to the number of times one may Pir

lnfamy advancement (so long as his Infamy is below'1i''

This represents a Heretic gaining Infamy (renc'*'n'

reputation) through his actions, he is literally leve:

experiences to gain fame. This is the easiest way to gF:

but it's also the most expensive. A Heretic who spenG dfll

experience to gain Infamy may find himselfwithout or,=

GerN AS A Rx''$rARD
The second way to gain Infamy is through rewards 

'um

spending experience points represents a Heretic

his experience to gain renown, a Heretic's det'-r

directly result in him gaining Infamy' In fact, a C;

most common reward is additional Infamy (see page i-4[
This is an appealing way to gain Infamy, as the Heredc

have to spend experience points. However, a Compact s

can be hard to obtain and failure can result in harsh pena-

most Heretics, the wisest course of action is a balance :

purchasing Infamy and winning it through accomplishto"t'm'

BENEFITS OF INFAMY
Infamy offers a great many benefits, the first and ::

of which is a set of abilities similar to Fate Points '=r
information on what Fate Points are, see page 363). UnJr
games in the Warhammer 40,000 Roleplay universe

Cnusepn's PCs do not gain Fate Points. This is becau's I
a representation of the God-Emperor's favour, and H

Brecr CnuseoE have strayeC :lr
His light. However, Hered;=

their own luck, through *e'
prowess and the caPriciorx i
oftheir vicious gods.

Ixneruv Porwrs
Instead of Fate Points, Hererics

Infamy Points. Infamy Poiiu

very similar to Fate Points

can spend them to accomplish

exceptional abilities during gaFes

primary difference is hou'm
earned, and how they are los-

Each Heretic has a nurni

Infamy Points equal to hG l
Characteristic Bonus.

Heretic with an Infamy of 3E

have 3 Infamy Points, as rir
value of his Infamy is 3.

game session, a Heretic rnal'

Infamy Points to

certain exceptional

Infamy Points spent in

are replenished at the

next game session,

:,...1{i! two differences. The first is

that Infamy has a single experience
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less likely to have certain items than other locations-a world

of,feudal tribes is unlikely to have lasguns and plasma weaPons

may be completely unheard ol while a corrupted Forge run by a

Dark Mechanicus Magos may provide such tech-relics with ease.

The second step is to make the Test to acquire the item. The

Infamy Test is modified based on the rarity o[ the item, the

craftsmanship of the item, and the number of items the Heretic

wishes The following examines both of these steps in detail'

Determining Availability
Before obtaining an item or service, the Heretic must determine

if the item or service is currently available in the location he

currently occupies. This is done by following these steps:

. The player determines what item or service his character

wants, and informs the GM.
. The player looks up the Availability of the item or service'

. The GM then determines whether the item is likely to be

available in the Heretic's current location. When doing

this, the GM should use his own judgement, but remember

that a rare tech-relic might be available even on the most

primitive worlds. It just may be much harder to get (see

Table 9-11). However, if the GM decides the item is

impossible to obtain, this is the last word on the matter.

The Heretic will have to search elsewhere. If it is available,

the player and GM proceed to the Test.

AcquisitionTest
To obtain the item or service, the Heretic makes an Infamy

Test. The difficulty of the Test is modified by four factors,

and all modifiers (positive and negative) should be included

before the Test is made. The four factors are as follows:
. The Availability Rating of the item or seryice.

. The quantity of the item(s) or service(s).

. The Craftsmanship of the item or service.

. The rarity modifiers based on the current location.

. Each ofthese modifiers can be found on Table 9-11

Infamy Test Modifiers.

Once all modifiers have been determined, the Heretic makes

the modified Infamy Test. If he succeeds, he obtains the item

or service. If he fails, he does not. He may not try to obtain

that item or service again unless his circumstances change-i.e.,
his Infamy increases, he travels to a different location, or he

accomplishes something in game that would make obtaining

the item or service he was looking for more likely
If the total modifiers add up to more than 100, the Heretic

obtains the item without having to ro11. Clearly, such a trivial item

is almost beneath such a powerful individual's notice. However,

if the total modifiers add up to less than 0, then the item is

completely unavailable and the Heretic may not roll for it at all.

Players and GMs should both note, however, that these are

simply the bare mechanics for obtaining items and services. In the

course ofplaying Brecr CnusloE, this process should never be

as simple (and frankly, boring) as a series of dice rolls. Instead, the

GM and player should collaborate to narrate the process.

nothing. The options are practically unlimited, r':
include:

The headman of a feral tribe on a warp-ravagri

has hoarded a collection of items passed dou'n i
his people for generations. He may offer one to a.-l

powerful warrior of the Dark Gods.

A pirate reaver crew may make their
to those of sufficient power and renown

something in return.

The Dark Mechanicus Magos of a corrupted Fc--::

offer an item to a renowned Chaos disciple, eithe: ::
his aid or to avoid bringing wrath and ruin upon hs -

The player, for his part, should considerwhether his ::
is obtaining the items through charm and guile, prorn:-ses m.............

or trade, or even the threat of terrible retribution. The s::r:

failure of the Test shows whether his tactics were suc!-egm

not, and also may provide future plot devices. If a riral'ed
denies the Heretic aid, he may return in the future foi -
while a tribe that gifts the Heretic with an ancient pouu
may be valuable allies in future efforts.

Finally, note that any attempts to use Infamy to
items on an Imperial world suffer a -10 penalty in

to any other penalties.

plunder
in exchaagr

At its core, Acquisition Tests are a Heretic using his

reputation to obtain what he wants. Therefore, one of the

: rst things the CM should consider is where and whom this

;itCgmight be coming from, since it's unlikely to appear from
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Wound, but is still able to fight and continue particiPating

in combats and scenes during the session. However, this also

means he can be killed again, as well.

In eithe r situation, he also gains + 1d 10 Corruption Points

for his Failure. This counts as a Failing, so if it would push

him over a Corruption Point Threshold, he must follow the

rules for Failings laid out on page 29O.

If, however, a Heretic is killed and sacrificing Infamy would

reduce his Infamy characteristic to zero, he dies permanently

and cannot be revived or recovered by any means'

Note that in some cases a decrease in Infamy ma1' c: -

a Heretic's Infamy Bonus, and thus decrease his Infanr" . nrr*

If this happens in the midst of a game session' thc -- ,

immediately reduces his number of Infamy Points su::
with unspent Infamy Points. Such is the capricious .

his dark mastersl

Modifier

Average

Scarce

Near Unique

Very Rare

Extremely Rare

Abundant

Common

Rare

Scarce

Plentiful

Scarce

Penalty equal to Availab:-

of equipment *10.

Ubiquitous

Plentiful

Scarce

Extremely Rare

* Targeti.s'IafBr;ry. Seore

TaeIe 9-1]: EXAMPLE SERVICE AVAILAtsILITIES AND IIIODIFiERS

Service
Arranging transport (voidship or "other") lrom one world in the Screaming Vortex to another world within the

Screaming Vortex lor up to 5 people.

Arranging reasonably safe voidship rransport from within the Screaming Vortex to a world in the Calixis

Sector or Kofonus ExPanse.

Purchasing the services of a cruiser lor a year

Gaining unlettered access to a library of warp secrets and prophecies

Convincing a Greater Daemon to teach a Warp Ritual capable oFtransporting a small warband to any world

within the Screaming Vortex.

Purchasing a slave.

Purchasing a slave-gladiator

Purchasing the services of a skilled slave-trainer.

Utilizing a Skilled scholar or artisan.

Utilizing basic, unskilled labour

Acquiring the Head of an Imperial Commissar'

Having damaged equipment repaired.

Hiring a thug as hired muscle.

Hiring a hive gang to attack a rival.

Hiring a trained mercenary

Gaining the services ofa Traitor Legionnaire.

,:Hifing:a trained assassin to ki1l a target.
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"Let the Galaxv Burn."

-Warmaster 
Horus.

ames of Br,rcx Cnuseor take place not in a single

locale, but in several, depending upon the type of
campaign the Games Master and the players are

for. In essence, the type of game the group wants

to pursue determines which setting is used, but of course

games can change setting, and therellore tone, as a campaign

Progresses.
The core location for the Br,tcr Cnus.tor. game is the

interior oFthe vast warp storm known as the Scrcaming Vortcx.

Here, reality and the beyond merge together and the characters

interact with gods and daemons. They fight for power and

glory, seeking to impose their will upon their surroundings

and to gain dominance over their rivals. The Scream:ing Vorte x

has a host of shattered empires and squabbling warlords, eacl.r

attempting to dominate their rivals in short-sighted struggle.

Though there are powerful individuals at work within the

Vortex, they have not yet emerged from the shadorvs to take

control. Some are waiting to see if a rival might emerge,

while others still work to amass power. Whatever the reason,

however, this leaves a power vacuum within the Vortex. This,

I
r\'

il

-**i

combined r,l'ith the churning warp currents that sur;; --
edges of the Vortex, are what keeps those within iso. '-

unnoticed from the galaxy at large. However, we rc :, --

able to unite the scattered forces within the Vorte..' '
thern into a cohesive fighting force, then they n'ou.:
force to be reckoned with. A lorce worthy of beinc -.
Black Crusade.

Heretics in Brecx Cnuseoe find themselr'es

amongst these scattered warlords and shattered worlCs - -

they have few resources beyond thcir own ambition. rr -

as good a chance as any other in rising to the headl' ;:- -
power within thc Vortex and tl.ren using that po\\rer : - .

their ultimate ambitions in the greater galaxy beyonc

Outside of the Screaming Vortex is to be four.rd ti::. - r.

settings, e ach ol wl-rich are described in brief later c rn

chapter, and in great detail in their own, dedicated lr:. irrll

books (morc on this in the sidebar on page 31 1).

;

:iliil

r[t

:li,

I

IT

The Calixis Sector is a region of space rigidly ci '

by the Imperium, yet seething with conspiracy arr -

Whethcr infiltrating the courts o[ noble houses or ,

'r,lllii[.

an army of disaffccted mutant slave labourers, tit. : rrtli

characters will be opposed by the agents of the --:
Inquisition, and may eveu be confronted with ont -

mighty Inquisitor Lords of the Ordo Malleus.

Beyond the Calixis Sector lies the Koronus E'.:-'
region only recently opened up to exploration. As s--'
Imperium holds no more power here than can be in:: .,

larrce and brondside. and numerous pctry empircs a:'::
kingdoms exist in the vastness beyond the Koronus J-
However, other powers haunt the Expanse and couni.=.,

secrets await discovery. Campaigns set in the Koronus E
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to rubble. All such endeavours are pursued because they always

have been, and to consider otherwise is heresy of the very worst

kind. The Admir.ristratum seels ordeE but those rvho walk the

path to glory kr.row that only in Chaos is lreedorn truly found'

THn AngPTUS Asrne TEr.EParHrce
Like many of the Imperium's institutions, the Adeptus Astra

Telepathica is vital to its continued existence and, without it, the

entire galaxy might be submerged beneath a howling ocean of

Chaos. The Adeptus Astra Telepathica's main task is to recruit

and train psykers, and they do so by gathering up those whose

powers have become manifest, and transporting them in the bleak

holds ofthe Black Ships to Terra. Those psykers judged strong

enough to resist the whispers of the Dismal Depths are trained to

use their powers in the name of the Imperium. Some are judged

too weak to be allowed to practise their abilities in such a way,

and these may be "soul-bound" to the EmPeror, a ritual in which

the psyker's body and soul are blasted, his senses burned away,

and his spirit tethered to the dead thing that sits atop the Golden

Throne of Terra. Most, however, are judged undeserving of 1ife,

and these are fed to the Emperor, millions every year, to feed his

insatiable hunger and, ostensibly, to power the blinding beacon

of the Astronomican that shines out lrom Terra and guide the

vessels ofthe fleets through the depths ofthe warp.

THE ApgPTUS Ansrrrs
The Adeptus Arbites represents the face of Imperial justice upot.t

countless worlds, the black-armoured 'Judges" responsible for

enforcing the tyranny that is the Pax Imperium. While planetary

laws are the responsibiliry oflocal Enforcers, the )udges seek out

heresy and rebellion, their spy-lens studded Precinct-Fortresses

a hated symbol o[ oppression and often the first target of an

uprising. These bastions of despotism are charged with standing

Perhaps the most feared of the Imperium's institutions is :-',

called "Holy" Ordos of the Emperor's Inquisition. In;-::--;:

are free-ranging agents answerable only to the High L;r:t
Terra and empowered to use their iudgement and nigh-ur-

the event of invasion or uprising, and so are often his -

targets of those seeking power of their own.

THs AnEPTUS Mrxrsronunt
One of the most hated institutions of the Impen-

Adeptus Ministorum, also known as the Ecclesiarc::

the exact expression of this galaxy-spanning fir:.- :

as much on a local level as the cultures of every o: .

Imperium's million and more worlds, its central belic:', -

constant lrom one end ofthe galaxy to the other. Thc '- :

Creed dictates total submission to the so-called God-:- :

of Mankind to the exclusion of all other powers. Furi:-.--

the officers of the Ecciesiarchy see heresy and cc:--

wherever they look, preaching for their flocks to turc -

their loved ones should they suspect taint within ihc - t

or workplace. Thus, the Imperial Creed often so\vs : - -

of the heresy itself, and has only itself to blame r" -,'

entire false doctrine is proved a lie and set to the toi;:
The Adeptus Ministorum has at its disposal :-

of utterly dedicated warrior-women known as the ' r:'

Sororitas or, colloquialiy, as the "sisters of Battle." Ti. : " 
I

Sisters are tasked with purging corruption and heresl ::- - r

teeming masses of humaniry a mission they fulfil ri ii: :
flamer, and melta. While the Sisters of Battle fight an'. :-- lrilll

threats to the Imperium, they reserve their most bitter h;---,: 
'rn

those who have turned flrom the worship of their cor:::-] iir'

whether mutant, heretic, rogue psykeq or disciple of C:.:

Tnr llceursrrroN

long enough for an Astropathic plea for aid to be transmitted in powers to prosecute the enemies of the Imperium in any $=,
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While beyond the power of the Imperium, Rogue Traders are,

quite literally, a law unto themselves, and many have difiiculty

acquiescing to the rule of the Adeptus Terra when they return

to Imperial space. Through contact with strange cultures and

alien empires, many Rogue Traders have a unique perspective

on the universe, and many harbour doctrines they dare not

speak of with outsiders. Many are epicureans and dilettantes of
exquisitely refined tastes, having seen and experienced things

out in the trackless void that very few others ever u'ill. Through

contact with the dark things that lurk in the black void, Chaos

often creeps into a Rogue Trader's heart, who may believe

themselves able to wield its power without paying the price.

They are wrong, but few realise it before their soul is lost.

THr Orrrclo AssASSTNoRUM
Few are the enemies of the Imperiurn who gain such renown

and infamy that they earn the ire of the High Lords of Terra-
the cour.rcil that rules in the name of the Emperor. Those who

do so are warlords and conquerors witl-r the power to set entire

sectors to the torch. The High Lords have a special weapon

that they utilise only against such enemies the agents of the

Oftrcio Assassir-rorurn. Imperial Assassins arc the most learsome

exponents of the arts of death, reared almost from birth to kill in

the manner favoured by the Temple in which they are tutored.

Some Temples favour killing by poison, others by a well-placed

hyper-velocity bullet. Some utilise assassins able to change their

very form and infiltrate their target's inner circle, while others

are in effect living bombs, monsters powered by the warp. None

outside of the Senatorum Lnperialis know how many Temples

exist, but Imperial Assassins are one of the very few foes wl.ro

hold any fear for a champion of the Dark Gods, for the most

powerful warlords must be ever watchful for the assassin's knife

glinting in the darkness or the taint of poison in his victuals.

Tne Caltxts
SecroR

'A chalice, brimntingwtth corruption and bruralitl; it awais bu a

strong enough arm to upturn it. . . "

-Lord 
Ingus Fell, Bringer of Decay.

he Imperium represents a vast swathe of space, all of
it claimed by mankind in the name of its withered

corpse-god, but in truth, only an infinitesimal fraction

of systems are controlled, let alone settled, by the Imperium or

even by humans. Since mankind first set out to dominate the

stars, he has claimed small clusters of systems, and around these

stable warp routes have been charted, so that each cluster is as

a chain of islands in the midst of a vast ocean. The rnillion or

so worlds directly controlled by the Imperium are, therefore, to

be found in fairly dense groupings called sectors, and the gulfs

between each is known as Wilderr-ress Space. Even amongst

the fwo hundred or so settled worlds withir.r the average sector,

space is a deeply horrifliing place and most of the Emperor's

subjects turn their faces away from the dark night sky for fear of
what horrors may descend to consume them body and soul.

The Calixis Sector is one such conglomeration ::
cleaving to one another lor warmth in the frozen :-:
the void. A relatively young sector, Calixis was founc.:
over a millennia ago by the Lord Militant Angevin, a :. -,
Warmaster who conquered vast swathes of what \t'3s li:
known as the Calyx Expanse in the name of the Iml--

Calixis is located far from tl.re Imperium's centrcs - 
i:

out towards the halo zones of the galactic norti: -
many other sectors, it is vulnerable to attack from bc: -

and without, but unlike the older sectors nearer to i: - '

Marches ar.rd other heartlands, it does not have inr:..'-

armies or fleets to call upon, nor are its worlds th. -' -

bastions of regions such as the Cadian Gate.

Calixis is comprised of over nvo hundred worlds - ' . :.

in character from little more than frontier colonies Ic -: ' : l

hive worlds with populations in the billions. The .-
host to lethal Deatl.r Worlds on which every native l::. -'

determined to consume any invader and the pollutec

Forge Worlds of the Adeptus Mechanicus. Planetary pc:- -

exist in a staggering range of circumstances; Sofle .-:
barbarians capable of constructing no tools more adr';::---: .L

sharp sticks, while some live out their entire lives in th; -

gravity of orbital space stations tl.re size of cities. T,-

of the sector is the hive world of Scintilla, its rulers i---- -

the so-called Lucid Palace. Along with the war torn .

Iocanthos ar.rd the hellish mining lvorld of Sepheris S----

Scintilla completes the triumvirate of worlds upon \' i-

sector's fortunes are founded. Though a warzone over'.'.:'

armies of nume rous petry warlords continuously clash. l: -

..4.'ill
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TnE KONONUS
ExpaNSE

"Such secrets lie wattingbeneath cold, dead stars To reach lut dnd

take them, to be tested bodl and soul andfound worthl .. that is the

fate I craae and the path I chose to ualk. "

Duke Lassarack Hass, reaver-seer ofthe outer Expanse

ith each sector in the Imperium representing little

more than a cluster of settled worlds adrift and

all but alone in the vast depths of the void, the

majority of the galaxy is uncharted and unexplored. The

star charts refer to those regions not directly controlled by

the Imperium as "Wilderness Space," and such places are the

subject of numerous voidfarers tales. Some are said to be

haunted by the ghosts of long dead xenos species' others to

be in thrall to dark alien empires. Many are no doubt strewn

with human worlds colonised in lost ages and long since

fallen to savagery. Most Wilderness Space zones are entirely

uncharted, while some are slowly opening up to exploration,

some previously legendary warp routes having been

discovered or forged. Such regions form the ragged frontiers

of the Imperium, where humanity vies with the xenos' the

outcast, and worse for control of the stars. The laws of the

Imperium do not apply in such places, except where they can

be imposed by force of arms or force of will.
To the galactic northeast of the Calixis Sector lies such a

region. Beset by the awe-inspiring Great Warp Storms, the area

has been the subject of voidfarers myth and legend for millennia,

since before the Calixis Sector was founded, in fact. Many have

attempted to penetrate its mysteries over the years, following

after whispered prophecies of a region of riches undreamed of
tantalisingly close on the far side of the storms. Tales abound

of "golden 5h61s5"-\M61lds where the treasures of long dead

civilisations lay scattered all about just waiting to be gathered up

by those with the wit and the courage to seek them out'

For centuries, the region beyond the Great Warp Storms was

written off by many as a dream never to be fulfilled. Yet, despite

the risk, there were ever those insane enough to attempt the

voyage. Eventually, the Rogue Trader Puriry Lathimon broke

through the storms into the expanse beyond. The warp passage

she discovered became known as the Koronus Passage, or "the

Maw," and the region beyond the "Koronus Expanse." A flood of
explorers followed in her wake. Many perished, their souls cast

adrift in the ethereal currents of the Great Warp Storms. Cautious

explorers established a number of waypoints along its length,

the "stations of Passage" that formed a string of stepping-stones

through the raging tides. In time, Navigators serving the great

Rogue Trader Houses learned something of the capricious nature

of the Maw and plotted routes through it that could be made in a

handful of warp jumps, or even a single, well-plotted 1eap.

At the Calixis Sector end of the Maw is Port Wander, a void

station that represents the last bastion of Imperial rule before

the traveller passes beyond the Imperium and into the lawless

reaches beyond. Having made the perilous run through the

Maw, the next stop is the void colony of Footfall. This vast sPace

station is a conglomeration of structures and a den of r. -- : rlt

and anarchy where the laws of the Imperium do not "::
Footfall, aliens who would be shot on sight on most --: -,

worlds coexist with cold traders, mercenaries, slavers, an: : l

An Inquisitor might hold no more power there than : : -:l;

and the only rules that apply are favour and firepower.

With the charting of the Maw and the establish- .-

Footfall, the Koronus Expanse was opened up for expi: -'
yet for every treasure it yields a thousand lives are sacriii.: -'
the altar of hubris and ambition. The systems closest tc i, ::,ui

are relatively well charted, yet the further one travels ::- I'

Maw the less trustworthy the charts become. No one :r
charted the full extent of the Koronus Expanse. The --- 'rr

systems exist as little more than names and associateci -.:, ",rll

and beyond these lie the Rifts of Hecaton. What might l:= rillrl

and beyond the rifts is a mystery for a future age, for far -=.- rmr

a tenth part of the Koronus Expanse itself has yet been c--.--- ;

SUrrxrnnscArlts Rreru
Sebastian Winterscale was perhaps the most celebi;:.':

Rogue Traders to have penetrated the Koronus Expar-:'.

he set his name to a cluster of systems relatively nea:::
Maw. Winterscale was said to be the unwanted son o: : -:

the powerful ruling houses of the distant Ophidian !.-"
granted a Warrant of Trade as a means of ridding i:-:
of an inconvenient heir. The proximity of "Wintr::
Realm" to the guttering light of civilisation should :':':

confused with safety, for the region is the final resting :

of more Rogue Traders than almost any other in the

Expanse. Its worlds are said to be the fount of all the
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icus and the Ordo Xenos. What is known of the Rak'Gol
'is that they appear to have some connection with the Yu'Vath,

for they seek out and caPture signs ofthe Yu'Vath wherever they

may be found. Perhaps they are seeking to uncover long lost

Yu'Vath weapons, or perhaps they share something of their dark,

warp-worshipping character. Perhaps Chaos has touched the

heans of the Rak'Gol, and in their own way they are serving the

Ruinous Powers as surely as any Traitor Legionnaire.

Cneos AND THE KonoNus Expeusr
The Koronus Expanse is the hunting ground of many enemies of
the Imperium, from the barbarous Orks to bitter Imperial exiles,

but greatest ofthese voidfaring predators are the Chaos Reavers.

Pirates and slavers pledged to the glory of the Dark Gods,

Chaos Reavers prowl the warp routes, eager for the blood of
the foolish and the unwary. Agile and well-armed reaver vessels

wait in ambush amongst the outer clouds of those systems that

draw explorers, pouncing savagely before the Prey can react. The

reavers cripple their targets in short order and board them before

repelling crews can be mustered. Once on board, the reavers

unleash an orgy of bloodshed as they slaughter all resistance,

working their way towards the bridge and the final confrontation

with the vessel's master and his guards. Having gained control of
the ship, the reavers put it and its crew to a range ofuses. Useful

vessels are captured as prizes and converted to pirate ships, while

the best the caprured crew can hope for is a quick death. Most

are enslaved, to be sold into a cruel life of misery to one of the

petty empires to be found in the expanse. Others are slaughtered

in the name of the Ruinous Powers, or forced to serve in the

pirate hordes, or press-ganged as crew

Many different reaver groups prowl the Expanse. One such

group are the damned hosts of Iniquity, under the control of
Karrad Vall, the Faceless Lord. These debased brigands have,

as their home, a world many believe to host beneath its blasted

surface something utterly malign and born of the warp.

It is not only in the hearts ofhunters and reavers that the touch

ofthe Ruinous Powers is to be found in the Koronus Expanse,

for like many regions of its type, the area is host to countless

worlds settled countless millennia ago and subsequently lost to

humaniry Such worlds are entirely ignorant ofthe greatet galaxy,

their ancestors having lost contact with mankind long before the

birth of the Emperor and the rise of the Imperium. Yet, Chaos

lurks in the hearts ofmen despite the specifics oftheir existence,

and even the most isolated colonist is not deaf to its whispers.

Indeed, the populations of many such worlds exist in such abject

misery and ignorance that the Dark Gods are their only succour.

Wilderness Space is strewn with worlds entirely in the thrall of
the Ruinous Powers, some so steeped in the power of the warp

that they are the hunting ground of daemons.

For those who tread the path to glory the Koronus Expanse

represents an opportunity to forge his own destiny according

to his own vision. He might attempt to build an empire, or

simply to satiate his bloodlust in endless attacks upon those who

would stray beyond the borders of the Imperium. Others seek

to uncover ancient secrets and, in so doing, gain immeasurable

pawer. These are the most dangerous, for should they ever gain

the power they seek they will plunge once more through the

altd visit upon the Imperium of Mankind doom that it has
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"Let the Emperor sendforth bis zealous hosts. I haue m) ar4 N
b1 the Lords of the Warp. Here I stdnd, and bere thel sball c:c:*

- Hordemaster

f t is commonly held that the Imperium is so L.es

I conflict and anar.hy that there is only war, and iu
I u.rt rrlority of the corpse-god's subjects, this is q
literally the case. No world in the Imperiurn i5 irnmmin

the touch of war, from the most isolated colony to dre

overpopulated hive world. Xenos slavers prey on thos€

too weak to defend themselves, while billions-strong

of the Lost and the Damned pour through the Cadian

assault ofthe fortress worlds around the Eye ofTerror
not doomed to a life of servitude bound to a data-locm

cipher-lathe are instead swept up in the planet-wide

of the Imperial Guard. Regiment after regiment is titfud
shipped out to a distant warzone with no hope or e

of ever seeing their home world again.

Although it is not always known by their
populations, many of the Imperium's worlds fall u'irir,im

boundary of a warzone. In such regions, the military
of the Imperium has ultimate control, and any price

be paid to stem the tide of invasion or insurrection"

worlds can be depopulated at a single command, and

into vast, planetary-scale bastions, weapons testing

or training facilities. A planet's entire industrial

might be ordered to be turned over to the production

materiel, perhaps even billions upon billions of examptr
a single item such as lasgun power packs or flak vestr

worlds might be allowed to fall to invasion, their

slaughtered by savage invaders so that the Imperiu:
launch a more effective counter-attack at some later tirne rr-

own choosing. The High Lords Militant care not that h-

should perish as they sip vintage amesec while pouring

strategium holos representing entire sectors.

There exist a great many different types of warzone- il
those fighting a desperate defence against overwhelming

to those engulfed in bitterly fought civil war. Perhagr

most all-encompassing type of waq however, is the C

a vast undertaking in which uncounted armies and flecr
forth into the void to capture, or recapture, enormous

of the galaxy in the name of the Emperor.

The Achilus Crusade is one such war of conquest, I

in 777.M41 to reclaim a region of space long though
to the Imperium-the Jericho Reach. Centred on *r
Jericho Sector, the region was lost to roiling Warp

slipped from the Imperium's control millennia ago, but

the discovery of the Jericho-Maw warp passage, re-

became possible and the Achilus Crusade was launchd
The lericho Reach is a region consumed by total wu.

Imperium's vast armies are engaged on three fronts

bold words of those who preached the crusade

turned to ashes in their mouths as each front has
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Ot,known in ten thousand years.
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HE Fau, OF THE
ElpaR

"We owe the Eldar a great debt of gratitude. If it were notfor their

uoices, we could not haw our choir. If it were not for their chisels, we

would not haae our blades. Remember to thank them when ltou run

tbem tbrough."

Andrada, the Gore-Diva

ncient and mysterious, the Eldar are enigmatic aliens

who never speak openly oftheir terrible past. Before

mankind, their empire spanned the galaxy. Their

whims decided the fate of worlds and quenched the fiercest

suns. Now, they are a1l but extinct-the last fragments of a

shattered civilisation plunged into constant warfare. They

have been reduced to a scattered and nomadic race, as those

who had retained enough sanity to flee before the Fall did

so on mighty vessels called Craftworlds. It is on these world-
ships that the last remnants of the Eldar civilisation drift
amongst the stars.

The Eldar will not describe their downfall to any member of a

"lesser race," but much ofthe story can be gleaned from fragmented

sources. The Eldar succumbed to extremes of experience, their

senses so finely atruned they perceived the heights and depths

of agony and ecstasy Throughout a long period of decline,

the intensity of emotion generated by the Eldar's excess began

to coalesce within the warp. A new power was being ::
growing stronger with every indulgence. This entity doze: :::
its dreams fed by the Eldar's deeds. These dreams leakec :' - mrn'

the Eldar psyche and the race plunged into further extre::-
In time, the Eldar people sank to the lowest depths of c::-r 'rrtffl

and the sleeping power awoke. The Chaos god Slaan=." qor"

born and its birth cries decimated the race, drawing the s::': rnrr''

billions of Eldar into the warp to be consumed by the :.'.:"r,nrr

god. The worst destruction occurred at the heart of theii 
-

spanning empire, where the warp erupted into real space. -:-- iru,

almost twenty thousand light years across was engulfe: :- :lmn

very sruff of Chaos, known today as the Eye of Terror l-. I ,nn

is an area of watp/real space interface-a vast, open wou:,: -: illn

the very fabric of reality constantly weeping filth and coi:--:a :irlril

The Eye of Terror is known to be home to the darkesi :'-: rrm'

the galaxy At the height of the Horus Heresy the Traitor l:J :rrmr

were driven from Terra and narurally sought shelter ' -:rrrml

the Realm of Chaos. Some legions claimed new home '. .-'ru.

moulding each to their own perverse designs. The follori.e- : :v,n'

different Chaos Powers fight one another in an eternal !:--un
for supremary for the resources to be found within the i ', rltttr'

Terror, but they are at their most deadly on the very rare c::., :rrru,

when they cease fighting one another and turn their atten*- -" r'

the material universe outside the Eye. Few have managed:: --lm

the disparate factions in this manner, but Abaddon the Dc!:. .'m

once the chosen lieutenant of Horus, is such a being, mc- -rnl4g

the Traitor Legions, mutant armies, and daemon hordes inlc Ll,nl

Crusades that pillage and destroy the sectors around the E'...

The Eye of Terror provides the means by which the -:- r,

Legions terrorise the Imperium for ten thousand years. .. I *r,

within that impossible realm is as distorted as it is .'.r

the warp itself. Ten millennia after the events of the ir. "u

Heresy, the very same traitors who fled from the armies :' -,

Imperium still embark upon their Black Crusades.
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wildly as ever, and the cries of those lost within resound just

as loudly. Though the souls ofthe lost are gone forever, their

bitter lament continues, an eternal warning of the fell power

of the Primordial Annihilator and its unbounded potential to

destroy all that is, or could one day be, good in the world'

Of the interior of the Screaming Vortex, the adepts and

savants of the Imperium know next to nothing' except

perhaps that which they discount as the ranting of madmen

and heretics. To date, many of the warlords of the Screaming

Vortex have concerned themselves with their eternal struggle

for supremacy over the worlds entrapped within its boiling

storms. Yet, there are those within who seek to infiltrate

humanity for their own ends, just as there are those without

who seek a way into the Vortex and to harbour its unknowable

energies. It is only a matter of time before a warlord gains

such power as to unite his fractious peers and lead them in

a Black Crusade against the domains of the hated Emperor'

This may be all it takes to make the Screaming Vortex as

feared a place as the Eye of Terror, and the name of that

warlord as dreaded as that of Abbadon the Despoiler or even

Warmaster Horus himself.

THE DENIZENS OFTHE
SCREAMINGVORTEX
The Screaming Vortex encompasses a vast region of the void, a far

larger area than was originally occupied by the Heaven-worlds,

if even the smallest part of that legend is to be taken as truth' As

its currents wax and wane, so other worlds have been dragged

into its depths and many still exist in a damned state, beyond

the knowledge of the Imperium' The peoples of many of these

worlds have never known the Emperor, their lands ha\/ir:= r'"imrr

sucked into the Vortex long before the coming of the Im;"'::-::'

More importantly, the dimensions of the physical u:-: ':ru'

cease to apply within the Vortex. It's said that the outer i:i-lu:

that form the boundaries of the Vortex are "as thin as 2 r--railillrr

and as thick as a thousand generations," and that is ti'' :nrmr

description to be found of this region. Truly the worlds:: mn

Screaming Vonex may be so close that a Heretic can jumc :*mm:

one to another, yet so far that such a leap may take a hu::rd
years to complete.

No form of unified government can possibly exist an-:';gm

the denizens of the Vortex and, even if it could, ver'. -:"*r

would ascent to be ruled in such a manner' In the Vorte:; ::rl'll

are either slave or master, for any other existence is ana::trur

to a region ruled according to the whims of Chaos'

THE EMPYREAL REALMS
To the distant observer, the Screaming Vortex appears a:

area of roiling, lambent energies flickering in the darknes

interstellar space. The voidborn know not to look too '
at such things, for to do so is to invite insanity at besr

damnation at worst. Some say the swirling energies coa'

into screaming mouths as large as entire star systems

terrified eyes open wide to implore the onlooker for

Commonly, vessels navigating through real space in li
vicinity of the Vortex and other, similar phenomena

their warp-shutters as they would in the depths of the

itself, so that none may become soul-tranced by the whi

energies. Were a vessel to close upon the Vortex, it'
buffeted by ever more violent tides until navigation
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I fall for them, the fight devolving into a series of skirmishes as burrow up periodically from beneath the surface of @
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the flanking forces clash. Outlanders exPecting only a primitive

frontal charge can, and do, get caught out, however, as the burned

wrecks of several ships on Xurunt's surface mutely testift
In most tribes both sexes are trained to fight from the

moment they are old enough to sit on a Xurunsh. They must

become proficient with the three-meter long lance-goad used

to control the hulking creature, as well as lead-weighted javelins

and the powerful horn recurye bows favoured by the Xur.

Lethal as they are in the hands of Xur warrioq all of these

weapons are secondary to the deadly power of the Xurunsh

itself, a veritable moving mountain of muscle, scale, and

horn. What little love Xur warriors have is reserved for their
mounts. Especially quick and powerful beasts are lauded and

pampered, bedecked with precious stones and fine1y woven

cloth. Metal armour is more often seen worn by Xurunsh than

by their riders-slitted eye plates, neck and belly armour

being most common. Claw sheathes and impaling spikes

add to the Xurunsh's already imposing profile. The most

renowned Xurunsh are often remembered in legend and song

long after their rider's legacy has faded.

Across the whole of the vast surface of Xurunt only eight

structures remain that 
^re 

greater than knee-high stumps.

These are huge, pot-bellied idols to a bull-headed deity the

Xur call Baphtar. These gigantic bronze constructions are

several hundreds metres tall and of unknown origin, said by

the tribesmen to be gifts of the gods. Each is different in

details, but all portray the same figure squatting back on its
hooves with fists clenched and head tipped back with jaws

agape as if caught in a moment of bellowing rage. By ancient

1aw, any combat that takes place within sight of one of the

towering idols is dedicated to Baphtar's honour and no slaves

or Xurunsh are permitted to be taken alive.

Each winter a tribe under a mighty warlord that has waxed

powerful in the summer months will encamp themselves around

an idol of Baphtar. The very fiercest battles will occur where

two or more tribes arrive to claim the honour. Alierwards, in

a succession of long, frenzied ceremonies, the warlord makes

numerous sacrifices and dedicates his victories to Baphtar's

name. Ritual combats occur between the tribes' warriors and

adolescents are tested most stringently at this time. To become

an adult within Baphtar's sight is felt to be an especially

portentous sign and is marked with branding of the celebrants.

Any show of weakness is met with immediate bloodshed to

expunge the sin before Baphtar becomes wrathful.

By the arrival ofspring the tribes that return from the idols

can be reduced to just a handful of warriors. The Xur fear

these'chosen ofBaphtar'for their battle fury and the legends

that tell of chosen returning armed weapons of lightning
or unstoppable brazen Xurunsh that neither ate nor drank.

According to Xur myth the most worthy warriors are carried

up by Baphtar himself to join his iron hosts and fight in the

Long War. Often no one at all returns from an idol, and each

is surrounded by a parched white plain made of the skulls of
the unworthy supplicants.

The Xur have few metal working skills and hold labours

like mining in contempt as a task fit only for slaves. The

Inain source of their worked metal comes from hunting the

great clanking creatures they call Onir, or dragons. The Onir

huge multi-limbed metal beasts covered in wheels and

that are more reminiscent of crabs than reptiles. The Xur

learned how to hunt the lumbering constructs by vaulting

their backs and blinding them, a daring feat that wins I

renown among the tribes for the survivors.

The Onir retaliate with gouts of flames and rotating

but can seldom escape the tribesmen for long; once immobiSrdil

the great beast is stripped to its gleaming metal skeleton. i
plates are beaten into blades and Xurunsh armour, rods ele

reshaped into lance-goads, wires made into halters, lariats rdi
garrottes. Every part of the Onir is used, with even the

being dragged away by teams of Xurunsh to be

in the tribe's winter camp. The Xur understand that Onir
not real creatures and maintain that they are made by

that live in the hollow center of their world that thet
Svartlings-a troglodytic race, possible the mutated

of the first city-builders or some other strange beings

on Xurunt by the caprices of the Screaming Vortex.

Most Xur view Svartlings with fear and mistrust but

among their number are said to have dealings with them

going deep beneath the earth into caves or fissures S

Xur risk becoming sorcerers and outcasts in the eyes of
fellows if they are discovered, although the magical gi=
be won have tempted many. A Xur sorcerer is said to p:

the weather and speak over limitless distances, su=

lightning, and blind their enemies with a gesture.

CUset
At the juncture of the sixth and seventh anteciduals cf
Screaming Vortex, a particularly persistent whorl of warp

surrounds the sorcerer's world of Q5al. Here the so:

technocrats of the cities of Tarnor, Velklir and Surgub hn'r nfl
sway for over eight hundred centuries by their own reckcilEm,

an almost inconceivable timespan in realspace terms. The nq&ru

loremasters oF Velklir maintain that $a1 lay at the hean cr

Screaming Vortex in the earliest days of is formation, h:
gradually moved from the centre towards the periphe.-,

scrollwardens ofSurgub counter that they have irrefutabie :

that Q5al began at the periphery and is moving to the

The archivist-savants of Tarnor can add their weight to :

view, having been struck mute by decree ofthe arch qaes:r'

Tarnor for a period of not less than two centuries in cen-s.:r:

their outrageous utterances. So it goes on Q!al.
$al is a rich and prosperous world that would seem t

to the inhabitant of a civilized world of the Imperium. Thc

lines of its glass-towered cities overlook plains covered wic:
tended agriculture, its air is alive with the movement ol-

craft. In space, a docking ring and shipyards work consrarri-

a variety of sleek-hulled vessels can be found moored *rse
closer inspection, all of this seemingly ordinary activity

the most potent warp-spawned sorcery; everything from

forged engines to voidships powered by rune-inscribed

Spells and cantrips are implicit in every kind of technologl'

arcane fusion ofmagic and science.

A great many peculiarities append to the inhabitans

of the three cities, but as a rule the people of $al
be handsomely featured humans, neither yoong nor
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with children and the infirm never to be,seen. 1'1r9ry
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mountains with hundreds of stern, hollow-eyed patrician rr
giving Velklir its more common name of "The City of F:.-r;

Velklir's towers are squat, round-bodied structures oi ;:sr
glass often broader than they are tall.

Velklir's sorcerers show a great passion lor astronorn'.' aud

the tops of many of the towers are given to arcane obsen'a::n:s

and gigantic astrolabes. The astronomer-scientists of \:r'lrnr"

strive to carefully track every heavenly movement and irniur

conjunction in the Screaming Vortex. They obsessivell' :aru
complex calculations, plot horoscopes, and predict the :iirur

of the warp to discover the most auspicious periods for ::umr

undertakings. It's said that a sorcerer from Velklir can Jriiu
a vessel through the Immaterium with astounding xcc:-iurrr

rivalling even the mutant Navigators of the Imperium, ani :ruur

the greatest warbands repay Velklir for their assistance ri:r u

great tithe ofsouls. Even a Velklir star-chart is a great aid
The city of Tarnor occupies a region of irrigated d:rm

west of Velklir. Seen from afar it appears as a mass of
and spheres tinted a thousand scintillating colours; u':
of amber, vermillion, carmine shot through with bult
of cobalt, puce, lavender, and sienna. The sight of T
gleaming beneath the desert sun can strike the un

blind. At sunset, the innumerable hues of cityscape mergt

make colours unnamed in ordinary reality. The shadorvs

are not those of Tarnor, but other cities in other times

places, making a grotesque shadowplay of the future.

The sorcerers of Tarnor wear a variety of placid

-,}

masks whenever in public, changing them several times

correspondence to chimes rung throughout the ciry Th€

word is frowned upon and a complex system ofritualiz€d
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idal campaign against the interlopers, only returning two forges, but the Hollows are constantly beset by
'fo,,the 

normal business of killing their own kind when every

invading Ork or Kroot on the planet has been destroyed.

Pirates find Berin and Asphodel to be excellent recruiting
grounds for bands offerocious savages. The cult oftravelling
to the stars is so firmly embedded in both the Kroot and

the Orks that they willingly serve anyone with a starship,

crowning the captain of any passing tramp vessel as king,
emperor, or god as takes their fancy. The buccaneer Clavis

Moreff is said have employed entire squadrons of Kroot riding
aether wurms in his attack on the living gardens of Endhriesh

and much woe came upon the Arch-horticultralist thereby.

The sixth Shadow-Margrave of Sacgrave had a company of
Orks recruited from Berin much feared for their cannibalistic
proclivities. Most captains limit themselves to a few bravoes

recruited from either Berin or Asphodel (the two species fight
incessantly if placed in the same crew). They make excellent

first mates and boarding party leaders, with exceptional hand-

to-hand combat skills and senses honed to perfection by life
on their deadly homeworlds.

However, dealing with the natives is not entirely without
its risks. A few ships have found themselves overrun by over-

enthusiastic Orls from Berin and promptly crashed into the

surface of their world with disastrous results. The Kroot of
Asphodel can be apt to assail passing vessels and try to force their
way aboard to demand passage from their unwilling hosts.

Tgr I{orr,o\rrs
Within the Screaming Vortex lies a peculiar world that could

not otherwise exist, taking advantage of the Vortex's unusual

eddies and tides of warp matter. This world is known as the

Hollows, and the name aptly describes its bizarre nature from

afar, the Hollows resembles a half-eaten fruit, litde more than a
single hemisphere with a thick stem of rock extending beneath

it. Once, the Hollows was a relatively normal planet, but the

rivalry between two Dark Magi has stripped enormous amounts

ofthe planet's once-abundant resources until nearly halfofit was

fully consumed by massive-scale deep core mining. The planet's

molten heart cooled and congealed long ago-were it not

suspended in the reality-bending realm ofthe Screaming Vortex,

the Hollows would have long since broken apart into asteroids.

On one side ofthe Hollows'remaining hemisphere lies Forge

Castir. This is one of two Dark Mechanicus installations on the

planet that constructs twisted devices that are often possessed

by daemonic entities or are designed to manipulate warp

energy as both weapon and power source. The undisputed lord
of Forge Castir is a Dark Magos known only as the Exospectre,

a towering creature of slithering mechadendrites wrapped in
mouldering, ragged robes. Some claim that the Exospectre was

once a trusted Archmagos, possibly one of the near-mythical

Lords Dragon who police the Mechanicus from within.
Forge Castir is ever at war with its twin, a sprawling

complex on the other side of the hemisphere known as Forge

Folix. Designed and controlled by Magos Onuris, Forge Polix
is. a frenzied centre of heavy industry, creating finely-crafted

and wa{p-entities alike.

erupting across its remaining hemisphere. Orbital strikes

assassins, and teeming hordes of tech-renegades arc

the most mundane of weapons wielded in this smrg&
supremacy. For the last decade, the Exospectre has he{id

upper hand, and Magos Onuris grows ever more

secure a gambit that will achieve victory over his rirei

THr $trrnrrHrNc $flonrn
A number of legends surround the worlds of the

Vortex, many of them cautionary tales or nightmarish r

of death and despair. Upon seeing the Writhing World f
first time, there are few who would dispute that this ril
planet has inspired many such dark stories.

From orbit, the Writhing World appears as a di
its surface in constant subtle motion. The planet is

composed of huge, continent-sized tendrils ofwormlft.
perpetually slithering by small degrees in a bewildering
that has driven many strong men to madness.

There are no certain records of what may lie bercmr
ever-squirming layers of the planet's surface, but drelr
dozens of theories that either describe the Writhing
as the birthplace of some ancient, malevolent god u
battleground for an apocalyptic battle, and that rhe :
itself is a long-forgotten weapon from that conflict.

Regardless of these speculations, the Writhing \\'crtC

somehow become home to a number of scattered, fera-

tribes, eking out a primitive existence amongst the

ridges and flesh-mountains. Massive, mobile organic

called "crawling citadels" scuttle across the planet's surfa,=

a mighry tower controlled by a powerful sorcerer or bi
These sorcerer-kings sometimes approach wandersr
warbands with offers of safe passage across the

worm-wastes in return for technology or secret knorr'I",{g
Another minor mystery related to the Writhing Worli u,

existence of four sma1l moons in its orbit, each verd-*rr

primitive plant and animal life forms. Although these rnolm
uninhabited, each is claimed by one ofthe sorcerer-kings u
private reserve, and there are many stories amongst the

the moons are home to the souls of the damned and the

of the sorcerer-kings' power. Between these moons lies a

chain of asteroids and a ring system. Those who fly uiftfo
rings find that each chunk and particle is also made oflr
tendrils on a smaller scale, aping the planet they orbit.

KunsE
A baleful, guttering ember of a world, Kurse lurls like a
within the Screaming Vortex as a common port-of-call rc
warbands and Chaos pirates. Untold ages ago, Kurse *zs
a thriving civilised world, rich in machines and lore fiom
Dark Age of Technology Ultimately, the world was

in a firestorm of savage war, where unspeakable weapons

unleashed in search ofa final victory Thus, the world asi
had been cast down, its great cities and centres of
smashed to rubble, its advanced civilisation reduced to

Ongoing toxic chemical reactions have created

simmering fire, and the remaining contineflts are
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.suits of protective power armour, lumbering war engines, and

,i+ t*t voidship comPonents that are traded to numerous

oile is certain what began the conflict between the
massive irradiated pits, many ofwhich exter:d dorvn
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"{Jnder the Shadow-Margraves' reign, the pirate fleets of
t'srtgrave swelled from a handful of ships to vast armadas.

Bloodthirsty crews from all over the Vortex flocked to their

banners for the promise of plunder and wanton slaughter they

oflered. Their raids escalated until whole worlds were ravaged

by red-handed reavers, their miserable inhabitants enslaved

or butchered out of hand. Some whispered that the Shadow-

Margrave had pretensions of taking over the Gloaming Worlds

and forging an empire, or even taking their armadas beyond

the Screaming Vortex to confront the Imperium itself.

Perhaps that vow held the seeds of the Shadow-Margraves'

destruction, their wishes being granted by some precocious

daemon lord when a fleet arrived unexpectedly in the viciniry of
Sacgrave. The pirates attacked without hesitation, squadrons of
shark-nosed raiders blasting into space to assault the fleet while

their heavier vessels hurriedly readied themselves for battle.

As the raiders closed, they were shocked to see that the

vessels were not reavers. They were not even human. Instead,

the sweeping solar sails ofan Eldar battlefleet eclipsed the stars.

A mighty Eldar warhost of the Craftworld Kaelor and a dozen

corsair fleets bore down on Sacgrave. Against them, the hard-

bitten renegades threw themselves into a fight to the death.

The Eldar blasted the first wave of pirates from the skies with
mercilessly accurate gunnery even as they closed to bring their

own weapons to bear. The darkness around Sacgrave lit with

the dying agonies of countless vessels, falling to the terrible

brightness of the Eldar macro-lasers. The immense Dragon

ship Un'Alab Denaal-Tbe Fury of Dawn-\ed the vanguard, its

powerful pulsar lances burning ahalf-dozen raiders to cinders.

Finally, the larger pirate cruisers rose to engage and the battle

became less one-sided. The Slaughter-class crsiser Benediction

of Vaxled the charge, its captain Indolous the Gorger directing

a ferocious hail of fire against the Wraithship Fdte 0f Etemiry.

Though his augurs were fooled by ghost-shapes, Indolous

simply closed until he could see the vessel with his own eyes'

Fiery explosions enveloped his prey, the elegant lines of the

Eterniry crumpling and burning under a terrible bombardment'

Indolous had little time to enjoy his victory as moments

later the Benediction of Vax was sliced in two by a spread of
torpedoes from the Shadow-class Cruiser Forgotten Twiligbt.

As the Benedictioz disintegrated in a violent burst of plasma,

the Eldar Corsairs hit the Chaos Reavers from the side,

pummelling their ships with salvos of torpedoes.

The pirate captains that escaped the battle swore afterwards

that it was lost in that moment, as first one ship then another

turned away to escape the infernal cauldron o[fire, their great

armada unequal to the test of fighting opposing warships on

even terms. The Eldar harried them relentlessly, releasing clouds

of fast-moving attack crafi to chase down the fleeing ships.

Sacgrave provided no protection for those that fled to it. The

Eldar swept in to pound the fortress like the fists of an angry

god. Mighty towers shuddered under the impacts of torpedoes

and pulsar lances until they cracked, toppled and melted into

lakes ofslag. Elegant craft descended to the surface, disgorging

troupes of brightly hued warriors whose grinning masks mocked

those they slew. None could stand against the warrior dancers,

or their allies" It is said that amongst the warriors strode four

illiigighlq clad in silver armour. Even the most hardened Chaos

From the reaping strikes of their s,words and halberds

In despaiE the surviving pirates scattered in all direcrio*
they could. The Shadow-Margraves fled aboard their :

grand cruiser, the Kasserkratch-its capacious holds

with looted treasure, if the legends are true. The Eldar au
mysterious allies vanished as suddenly as they apPearc.

not for the suryivors of Sacgrave. Some wonder if their :pa
to see the alliance of the Shadow-Margraves split asunde rr
they would be stayed from fell deeds in the distant furur--

The Shadow-Margraves of Sacgrave vanished i-:

though myths and rumours about them still abou:i,:

bombardment ruined Sacgrave but it did not

destroy it. Even the hellish fury of their warheads tx
enough to topple a1l of the towers or penetrate the

vaults. Over time, scavengers and pirates have crept lar,
to Sacgrave to occupy the surviving towers. The

groups lack a single strong leader and skirmish

as they pick through the chaotic landscape oftumblej
walls and shattered buttresses. Persistent stories c:-

fortunes found buried in the rubble bring a steady i:frm
new hopefuls to Sacgrave, feeding a Permanent comir
weaponsmiths and ammo merchants in the upper vau-:s

To date no vast fortunes have been unearthed on

although everyone knows a story about someone *i,'-
knew someone who struck it rich. Less-rewarding prize
certainly been found-unstable warheads, autonomous .

constructs or ravening xenos from ancient and unc'r

menageries. Every single scavenger that has entered the

accessible vaults has failed to return, prompting yet mor
about how the vengeful ghost ofthe original Shadow-

is down below guarding his last and greatest treasures

hold, rather, that the original builders of Sacgrave neru
and that the reverberations of the destruction wrougtn

have awoken them from their slumber in the deepes

Now they stalk through the darkness and enact

punishments on any that dare to venture into their reah
Whatever strange and deadly denizens lurk in thc

vaults, they have failed to quell the ardour of the
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seekers and instead created a brisk trade in maps,

protective charms for the entrepreneurs dwelling
:ffF+S4'€rumpled against the fury of their bolt-rounds, or died
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&*tt. On the day-side, a rig is most vulnerable while moving,

and its escorting vehicles probe ahead constantly looking for

traps or deadfalls set by the devious mutants.

The mutants migrate constantly towards the dusk edge where

the fall of night drops. The day-side mutants must flee as chilling

mists enwrap the land. After lying putrefying and insensible in

the muck for a time their withered bodies rise again and the rycle
continues as they begin their shuffling march towards the dawn.

Tnn TvneNr Sren
The Tyrant Star is a baneful phenomenon that appears

randomly throughout the Vortex, bringing doom and

destruction wherever it appears. The coming of the Tyrant

Star signals catastrophe, its baleful appearance in the heavens

a dire portent to sorcerers, shamans, and spirit talkers across

the Gloaming Worlds.

The Tyrant Star may not be a true star at all, for it appears

as an utterly black star, eclipsing actual stars that provide light
to worlds, so that only their crackling corona aPPears around a

perfect eclipse. Howeveq the star emits its own, terrible light,

a malevolent lambency that allows sight without illumination'

Under the light of the Tyrant Star, worlds are ravaged by

strange phenomena; time can run backwards, inanimate matter

may become murderously animated or the dead may rise even

as horrific plagues and waves ofuncontrolled mutation beset

the survivors. Slavers and scavengers often descend on worlds

shattered beyond all recognition by the Devil Star's passage.

The reaver bands that plague the Calixis Sector te11 stories

about how the worlds there have also been beset on occasion

by the Tyrant Star They claim some of the Imperium suspect

the forces of the Ruinous Powers at work in its manifestation'

HoweveE no champion orwarband leaderwithin the Screaming

Vortex has boasted ofthis deed. To date, even the Choir on the

Mountain in QlSal have not discovered the origins olthe Tyrant

Star (much less what it actually is), despite many sacrifices to

their masters.

What impels the Tyrant Star along its course is unknown.

Many believe the Tyrant Star to be a conscious entity, a god

or daemon from the Inner Vortex travelling through the

Gloaming Worlds. Some pray for their realm to be visited by

this harbinger and given the true gift of enlightenment, or

purgation or Chaos unleashed according to their creed. Some

pray for their world to be spared and sacrifice their first born

to appease the Tyrant Star when it shines black in the sky. For

most, the Tyrant Star is only another terror in a lifetime filled

with strange and terrible occurrences, they try to eke out their

existence and survive its coming as best they can.

Trrr Cer's Cnentn
The Cat's Cradle lies at the innermost reaches of the Gloaming

Worlds, a tortured region of space heavily influenced by

warps, currents raging at the boundary of the Inner Ring.

The laws of the physical universe break down completely

so close to the worlds of the Inner Ring and are usurped by

daemonically-driven whimsy. The region is rife with worlds,

some orbiting stars, some drifting alone in space. Many of
.ftem are illusory, others bear glittering civilisations that rise,

# band, and disappear like soap bubbles, and most are mired

in a fey, superstitious medievalism and completely

the existence of anything beyond their own realm.

Interstitial paths exist between worlds so its
to literally walk from one to another. Possibly du"r

remnants of older paths rent from the webway in thc

of the Eldar, or perhaps more naturally occurring

in reality that can be exploited to move from place to al

Some Aethermancers have speculated that the Cat's

was formed by the collision of two star systems as the.'

drawn into the Screaming Vortex. They believe the

agonies of their inhabitants mired the area in its own co

set of reefs, calms and crosscurrents within the Vortex-

Strange, daemon-inspired enclaves ofvarious sons

the cradle, moving in some unknowable pattern from p1

place. A few sorcerers of great power choose to make

homes in the region and are greatly feared by its i
Those seeking the Inner Ring must pass through the

Cradle and the sorcerers try to entrap any such petitione:

of sheer spite and petty malice. Unable to muster the

to seek the deeper truths of the Vortex, the sorcerers b;:
route to others with webs of trickery and deceit.

THE INNER RTNG
Beyond the porous, outer shell of the Gloaming Worl& u

be found the zone referred to as the Inner Ring. This

the Screaming Vortex represents a wildly fluctuating walr
space overlap, the systems within it existing in a bla

hybrid where neither the laws of the material realm nc,:

anarchy of the warp fully hold sway. Reality in the Inne: i
is a malleable thing, a hybrid medium shaped by the rlilr
the denizens of the Empyrean, and by those few mortaL

the strength of will to impose their own desires upon it.

There are six major inhabited worlds within the Innei i
and numerous other planets; all are so beset by the raging

they are beyond the ambitions of even the most insane uz
These worlds all exist in a wild flux. At times they beco:s

instilled with the raw power of the warp that daemons

other creatures can walk upon them freely and the mad

of the Empyrean rule supreme. At other times, the waqp

to recede or recoil from them, and the inhabitants ex

a painfully brief period of relative calm. In truth, howevc
tides of the warp always return, and so the worlds of the

Ring exist in a kind of purgatory, standing on the very

the precipice. Perhaps one day the Inner Ring will collapsc

the warp will claim its worlds for all eternity.

Some say that the planets of the Inner Ring and

were once a clutch of maiden worlds of the ancient

twisted beyond all recognition at the moment of the birft
Slaanesh and the creation ofthe Screaming Vortex.

warp-whisperers and arcano-prognosts have lost their
and their souls attempting to scry such things, and most

an ounce of insight avoid such knowledge at all costs.

Apnnxrs
The outer-most of the Inner Ring's major planets,
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is a bleak world of grey, half-dead plains. Its skies

neither day nor night, and the star around whic6,:3

never quite rises above the horizon, no mattC{:it-&re
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the galaxy's countless wars. How such debris washes up

on Furia none can rationally explain. The people of Furia

are adept at fashioning everything from junker warships to

shelter-arks from the shells ofburned out tanks and the hulls

of the wrecked starships that continuously bubble up from

the depths.

The people of Furia exist on the knife-edge of oblivion,

fighting a battle for survival against the vile daemon-

leviathans that rise without warning from the glass-calm seas

to drag entire floating towns to their deaths. Thousands of
sucker-clad tentacles rear up from the waters and diamond-

sharp beaks snap and rend. Only those floating communities

that have managed to salvage and repair functional ranged

weaponry have a chance of surviving such attacks, using

rusted old heavy stubbers and guttering lascannons to keep

the beasts at bay another day longer.

THr FreurNG ToMB
Beyond Furia, the boiling energies of the storm intensify on

the approach to the so-called Lower Vortex. The last of the

major worlds of the Inner Ring encountered before reaching

that boundary is the Flaming Tomb, a planet of blackened

rock islands afloat on oceans of flaming lava. The air is filled

with clouds of noxious gas so dense in places they can kill
with a singie breath. Tsunamis of raging magma rise up to

swamp what little solid ground exists and when the tides o[
the Vortex wax and the screaming obscures all other sounds,

beings of solid lava are said to rise from the searing seas

and stalk the land, their footprints glowing orange in their

passing. Needless to say, life on the world known as the

Flaming Tomb is a brutal and often short affair.

The population exists as Feral refugees, each determined

to hold on to what little territory they can win. The tribes

of the Flaming Tomb are aided in their ceaseless battles by a

caste of pyromancers able to manipulate fire in all its forms,

and use it as a weapon against their enemies. The most

powerful of these sorcerers are able to summon firestorms

capable of razing the lands oftheir foes to ashes and calling

blazing comets to crash down from the burning skies. The

services of the pyromancers of the Flaming Tomb are highly

valued by the warlords of the Screaming Vortex, who will
pay any price to have one at their side when marching to

war against their foes.

At the hean of the Screaming Vonex is to be found a regic: ---.,r

defies a1l logic and explanation. Those steePed in warpJore re=
it as a zone of iry calm, an eye about which the relentless en-= '

ofthe storm ceaselessly rotate. They claim that there are nulr: : -.1

cursed worlds located within, worlds entirely consumed b'. :''
energies of the warp. The so-called Lower Vonex is a zone \"-:

the raw stuffof Chaos is-if the warp-seers are to be tftrsi::-
so densely packed as to exist in an almost solid state. In ::-::-

mortal frames of reference cannot begin to conceptualise s----

phenomena, and it is doubtful that any who have witnesse; .-

place have survived to recount anything oftheir experience-

Only three o[ the worlds locked within the depri:

the Lower Vortex are commonly known, though thers -'
doubtless many more. All are what the Imperium'S s?V2fltS i:-
"Daemon Worlds." They are not true planets so much as aeti,:- -

otherworldly realms, existing at once within and beyond the --r
ofreal space occupied by the Screaming Vortex. They are efllrr
subsumed within the warp, as one with the Realm of Chaos a-,:

as such, subject to the whims of the Ruinous Powers. The't' n
constantly reshaped according to eternal battles raging bent-:
the Dark Gods. One instant they may be planet-wide p;n
of dried bones, the next oceans of putrefaction. Time ha-' .lr

meaning whatsoever in the Lower Vortex, and even the subje--: 't
perceptions of the onlooker are twisted beyond all recogni;:'i

What seems a day might last an aeon, while a lifetime passes r
the blink of an eye. The Lower Vortex is the abode of daem:m

and gods, and it is theirs' to do with as they Please. Mortals

no place there, this side of death at least, and woe betide he

seeks to impose his will upon its denizens.

THE IO$T/ERVORIEX
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"Though the ground md) open and deaour 1ou dt dn) mlment, thdt's

a small price for freedom in m1 eys."

-Cachek 
the Deranged of the Writhing World, now deceased.

hough it may seem impossible to the scribes and

savants of the Imperium, there are those who live

and even thrive within the Screaming Vortex. Many

are the inhabitants of the aforementioned worlds and often

they remain trapped on their lonely sphere (particularly the

feral inhabitants of the many primitive worlds in the Vortex).

These are described with their aformentioned planets.

Howeveq there are also those who travel amongst the

worlds, who have the power or resourcefulness to journey

from planet to planet. Foremost amongst these are the

warbands that wander the Screaming Vortex.

THE MYRIADWARBANDS
OFTHE VORIEX
The warbands of the Screaming Vortex are a disparate and varied

bunch, ragged warriors brought together by fate or chance,

fighting together to further common goals or advance their own,

private agendas. Just as the Vortex itselfhas no defined size, there

is no counting the number of warbands that wander it.

There is no defining a warband, no archetypical mould

that a warband springs from. However, there are several

similar characteristics. Warbands are often sma11, ranging

from several to several dozen members. Though a warband

could easily become larger, this has seldom happened in the

Screaming Vortex of late. This is because most warbands are

brought together because the members share similar goals or

ambitions, or see the warband as a chance to further their own

goals. Such individuals are often prideful and independent.

When their goals are met, the warband may well splinter and

fracture, its members leaving according to their whims.

Just as the warbands of the Screaming Vortex are ini: iirr'rn

varied, so are those who join them. Beyond their sharec r::::
as outcasts and renegades from the Imperium, the me:-:'*
may be anyone from a powerful Chaos Space Marine:: .'r
of the Traitor Legions to a feral chieftain of a barbarian :,:.-'
However, the one trait they all share is that they are excec: -:'
competent individuals. The cutthroat and dangerous - --, '

a wandering warband sees anyone who cannot look c-:
themselves torn to bits (sometimes literally) by their pee:'

However, on occasion an individual or select feu r":, -.,
to lead a warband through force of arms or force of u'il- -:-";-

individuals must be charismatic leaders or dread warrior-. :-'
they succeed, they maywell see more warriors flock to io:- -- "'
warband. Eventually, entire warbands may pledge the:i. 'r'

to their cause, or even entire worlds and pirate fleets- r:-," "

should their power and reputation grow far enough. --- 
'

leaders may have entire armies under their command. ::-.:
for bloody, full-scale war. Thus, a Black Crusade can be :: -

STARBAND CONFTICTS
It appears to many citizens of the Imperium of Manki:: -" 

r

the armies of Chaos are a unified fighting force. This, hc.' .
could not be further from the truth, as the armies of C -

are often a fractured and disorganized group, form.: -

warbands and held together by alliances ofconvenien;.
The denizens of the Screaming Vortex cannot be h=-: ,

they must be lead. Occasionally, a leader will become pc . . - .

enough to call warriors to his banner. They rarely follc

of a sense of loyalty or devotion to chaos. Rathel the', '
for their own glory and self-preservation. A powerlul r',:-
may be fearsome enough that possible death at xfl er:-
hands is far preferable to certain destruction at his.

The resources and glory a heretic may garner is :
potent lure. Many flock to his banner simply to furthe::-
own goals. A rogue admiral may lend his forces to -. -
or long-term campaign for a price. His services pur;:-,
with a promise of profit and resources to further hi.
goals. Warriors may wish to pay homage to their r-.r:-
slaughtering in his service. The flag these rogues figh: --:
is inconsequential, it is only the slaughter that is impo-:-

It is this fact that make the forces of Chaos appear;
to the observers within the Imperium of Mankinc -"
traitors fight as armies, taking orders from commandr:-. :'
operating as a unified force. They war, also, with each c:-,

Warbands within the Screaming Vortex often find ther,-..

in conflict with each other. Resources are scarce and bloc:. - -

may be the only means to acquiring such precious comnc:
Rivalries and feuds are not uncommon amongst warbar.'' '
the same planet or operating in the same system. It is. r- -= -

far more uncommon that they would not make u,ar .:: - i:

each other. Only the charismatic (or frightening) Ieaders.:.: :r

a powerful champion can force them to work together.

Piratical raids are not uncommon. A warband ma)' a!.:.i -,1

another simply to steal from them, taking what the'.' ,;:;:
and doing as much damage as possible in the process. C-:t
two or more warbands will come to blows over the righr :: r

resource, such as a manufactorium. These wars are often s:r.r
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Korgin ceases raiding only to retum to the Ragged Helix,

where he has several fastnesses amongst the rocks. Ancient and

teffible oaths bind him from plundering the Helix, so he enjoys a

wary truce with most of its denizens. However, within his fortress-

asteroids, he has the stockpiled wealth of many worlds.

Korgin imagines amassing enough wealth to draw a vast

army to his cause within the Screaming Vortex, with which
he can conquer anyone within who still defies him. With the

unified Vortex at his back, he wishes to carve out his own

dark empire amongst the vulnerable worlds of the Calixis

Sector-the Empire of Korgin the World Reaver.

Soronre Herr-BrrNn
A refugee of the Imperium, Soloria manifested her psychic

powers at a young age. When the Inquisition came for her, her

parents resisted, and were cut down before her eyes. She leapt

on the killers, screaming with rage, but the Storm Troopers

brutally subdued her with the butts of their hellguns. Soloria

lost two things that day-her left eye, and any fealty she

might have had for the Imperium of Man.

Through guile and her newfound powers, she escaped the

Black Ship before it left Scintilla. Stowing away on vessel

after vessel, she eventually found herself travelling aboard

a tramp freighter in the Maw when the Screaming Vortex

swelled and plucked the hapless vessel from its course.

However, death was not Soloria's fate. The transport crashed

deep within the Vortex on the ocean world of Furia. She escaped

the floundering wreck, to be rescued by one ofthe scum-barges

that travels the oceans. Even then, her fate should have been sealed.

The lives of those of Furia are usually measured in a few short

years, but again Soloria proved destined for something more.

When the daemon-spawn leviathans came to devour her

barge, she met them at the prow of her vessel. One's skull she

crushed with a gesture. Another, she wracked with terrible

lightning, scouring flesh from bones. The third lunged at her,

only to stop as she dominated its puny mind. Soloria sent her

new pet deep into the depths of the ocean, to lift the wreck of
the transport to the surface. Her new-found servants aboard the

barge gladly aided her in restoring a measure of its spaceflight

and, after many years of work, they 1eft Furia, never to return.

Soloria wanders the Vortex with only one goal in mind-
vengeance on the Imperium that robbed her of her lamily and

her life. She gathers fellow Imperial outcasts to her banner,

with a focus on those who also fell prey to the Black Ships.

Eventually, she will amass enough power to rip through the

Calixis Sector. Her goal: Scintilla, for she wishes to see the

Tricorn Palace ofthe Inquisition burn beneath her gaze.

Vonxsc Cervenrus
Within the ranks of the loyalist Adeptus Astartes, it is the

Chaplain's duty to not only tend the souls of his chapter

brothers, but to walk among them as a living reminder that

they are the Angels of Death, that they are destruction made

manifest. To stir the hearts of his fellow Space Marines a

Chaplain recites the Catechisms of Hate, prayers and proverbs

extolling the space marine and his role as death incarnate.

For most members of the Adeptus Astartes, these directives

:re but a means to an end, their particular method of safe-

guarding the Imperium of Man against the manifold threas
of Xenos, Heretic, and Daemon. For Vorxec Calvarius, former
Chaplain of the Silver Skulls Chapter, death and destruction

are the ends for which he was made the means.

When he was but a Battle-Brother, Calvarius was a man

dedicated to not only thwart the enemies of man, but to

annihilate them wholly. His fervor made him a sure candidate

for the Reclusiam and within the span of a few decades he was

made Chaplain. However, during his second century of service

Calvarius participated in the purging of the Plague World oi
Horestis, commanding a half-company of Silver Skulls.

Horestis was a world infused by Chaos, dedicated wholly to
the Lord ofDecay Fighting across the fungal-ridden Rot Fields

and purging the corroded spires of Hive Tortentus, Calvarius

watched his fellow Space Marines drop around him, consumed

by the virulent plagues. When the warp rifts opened, and the

legions of Nurgle spewed forth, Calvarius fought them wirh
Crosius and bolter, even as his brothers fell to the corroded blades

of the foe. Finally, Calvarius stood alone, surrounded by masses

of Nurgle's horde. As the chuckling bulk of a Great Unclean One

approached, Calvarius finally went down on one knee. If the

Daemon thought Calvarius was submitting, it was mistaken, for
the Chaplain knelt to contact the warships in orbit.

The cloud-wracked sky shattered, sundered by a ferocious

barrage of missiles. Each missile's warhead contained the

tools of Exterminatus, the dreaded Life Eater Virus, and the

epicentre of the strike centred on Calvarius and the Greai

Unclean One. The virus consumed all life on the world.
releasing so much oxygen into the atmosphere that the ven-

air caught fire and burned out.

The Imperial warships left Horestis, secure in the knowledgc

that nothing had survived. But they were wrong. Alone amongsl

an entire world, even amongst the daemonic legions that asaillei

it, Vorxec Calvarius somehow survived. He lay crippled and nea:

death for forty-nine days, sustained by his own formidable rlrl,
and by something else, some dark force that would not let hir-
pass. As he lay there, the Reclusiarch was overcome by a glorious

revelation. The Imperium and all life in the galaxy ultimatelr'

served the Lord of Decay Al1 life died, and if bringing death *'as

his sacred calling, why should he not do so in the name of he

who was responsible for the ultimate death of all?

Vorxec Calvarius knew from that moment onward that his

loyalry lay not with the God-Emperor, crumbling on his Goldec

Throne, but with the Lord of Flies, Father Nurgle himself. At

that moment he rose from where he 1ay, his body miraculouslr
healed but a new fever burning within his mind. As if guided

by fate, a renegade reaver vessel had recently arrived in orbir
hoping to salvage what they could from the dead wodd. Vorxec

killed the landing parry then returned to their ship, demanding

passage on pain o[death. For several decades he wandered the

galaxy, from one outbreak ofpestilence to the next, collecting
a multitude of plagues that he might spread their contagion

throughout the realms of men and alien.

Vorxec has now gathered to him a small band of able wanior\
each a host to innumerable afflictions. He has retumed to his place

as spiritual leader and his lirurgies of pestilence and catechisrns

of infection stir in the zealous hearts of his followers. With his

devoted retinue in tow he plies the stars, from world$..3
system to system, miring the galaxy in vicious epidemics. 

, _:i;t;
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DARKELDAR
The dark paths of the Eldar webway wind from one end of
the galaxy to the other. While vast tracts of space are sealed

behind runebound portals not even a god may pass through,

other zones forbidden to the bulk ofthe galaxy are accessible

by those with the means to do so. The Screaming Vortex is one

such place, few Craftworld Eldar or Exodites would consider

setting foot within its churning depths unless perhaps the fate

of his entire species hung in the balance. However, there are

other Eldar who have no compulsions about entering such

places. The Dark Eldar of Commorragh, a cruelly beautiful

people who exist in a time and place outside of reality, slip

through the ragged weft and weave of reality to emerge

wherever their vile whims draw them. The Screaming Vortex

is one such place.

While no mere human has ever witnessed the process, it is
surmised by the hell-seers of the Vortex that the Dark Eldar

gain entry to the region not via the 1 3th Station of Passage,

but by way of the place called the Forbidden Portal. Plenty

of humans, as well as other sentient beings, have witnessed

the process of the Dark Eldar passing from the Screaming

Vortex-for they come to scour the worlds for slaves.

The feral peoples on many worlds in

the Vortex are hearty, hale, and

often competent and dangerous

combatants. Those the Dark Eldar

can enslave are dragged through the

Forbidden Portal and back to the

dark city of Commorragh. There,

the lucky few gain a quick death.

The majoriry are condemned to

fuel the Dark Eldar's eternal thirst
for pain and suffering, or thrust
into the fighting arenas of the

Wyches as entertainment for
the wicked masses.

However, the Dark Eldar

see the Screaming Vortex as

far more than a fertile supply

of slaves. To many of the

decadent, jaded, and often

incredibly ancient Dark Eldar,

nothing thrills their withered souls

quite like a challenge. The warbands

oF the Screaming Vortex contain

skilled and dangerous warriors
(and devious plotters). and hunting
them down and bringing them to

battle is likely guaranteed to thrill
the rotting heart of the most

decadent Archon.

Those Dark Eldar groups that routinely pass throueb

Forbidden Portal can be split into two main bodies. The fo'o

is the Kabal of Crimson Woe, a Kabal engaged in the ce:sdr:n

battle for power within the dark city. Outwardly, the i'rodl
swears fealty to Asdrubael Vest, the supremely cruel :-anur

of Commorragh, yet some have questioned their obi;::r'r.s;

in coming to the Screaming Vortex. Perhaps they seek :rr,um

than the slaves the primitive feral worlds can provide. P*::ro
silvered tongues whisper while coal-dark eyes glir-: u',or

Crimson Woe seeks some weapon to wield against \:e--- 'Lu

date, the master of Commorragh has been content to ??xlr

the Kabal of the Crimson Woe from afar, infiltrating se,uc-':- mi

his agents into their midst to report back should any'i3: 0m"

treachery rear its head. The leaders of the Kabal are, of ;:nrr&,

well aware that their ranks are compromised in this mann< iun

such is the norm in the deadly courts of the Dark Eldar.

The Kabal of the Crimson Woe is known to the se:.:@
of the hated Emperor, for they have ranged far and -,".*,

including several realspace raids into the Calixis Sectu-: fu
date, these raids have been comparatively small scale. ar

certainly not anyr,vhere as calamitous as those ordere: llrll

Asdrubael Vect and involving the forces of numerous [k--aul.

In their incursions into the Screaming Vortex and the C:.:r;ur+

Sector both, the Kabal has earned itself a cruel reputatic:- ;.mli

many bitter enemies, though none so dangerous as theit -,um

ultimate lord and master, Asdrubael Vect.

The second group calls itself the Children m'

- Thorns. ;rn(

fePresen-rS ,ii

Kabal of or::--;rli

Wyches, Hell:--,n;

Reaver c:-M
-_?

and disgraced ncl-i*r
Instead of surrendering i.r

the inevitable doom --rilr

Commorragh normally'.::
upon such dregs, the Chilc-s

of Thorns have determine: rr

reclaim their fate and strike h:u
against their oppressors. The gr-,u

aims to replicate the fete of Asdru:e
Vect himself, who rose from the lowest sia:,:m

to topple the old noble order of Commora:ir
and take control of the dark city for hirr-r:H

The Children of Thorns range far and wiie m

their activities, collecting slaves and weapomm

and taking them back to Commorragh, ufunrt

they arm their followers lurking in the deepes.

darkest sub-reality sinks of the city. \i'hik
the Crimson Woe desires the overthrorr C

Vect so that they themselves may replacr

him, the Children of Thorns seek m'

raze the enfire edifice to the groun*
tearing doqm

:.nE;::A
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CovsNANr X
A myriad of markets exist in the Screaming Vortex, from crude

bazaarc where slaves and precious resources are bartered and

sold to more organised traders who exchange weapons and

tech to stranger beings who deal only in souls and flesh.

Speak to any one of these merchants, and one name is often

heard whispered in common: Covenant X.

This is the name taken by a wolfpack of opportunistic pirate

raiders who have banded together around a pair of dominant
mutal traits: avarice and greed. The Covenant is primarily made

up of captains who possess small voidships, mostly Iconoclast-

or ldolator-class raiders. These captains have a loose alliance

with many of the worlds of the Vortex and offer their services

to warbands that are rich enough in wealth and slaves to attract

their attention. However, most captains that are part of the

Covenant are a selfish and untrustworthy breed, a lesson that

many unwary warbands have learned to their sorrow when
jettisoned out of a void-lock halfway to their destination.

THr GoTDEN SHrPS oF qSAr
The ships that the sorcerer-technocrats of QlSal produce in
their shipyards are prized within the Screaming Vortex; lithe,
fast vessels of wondrously small stature (some so small that

they need only a few thousand crew or less). These vessels

can navigate the currents of the Vortex with prodigious

accuracy and enviable reliability. However, the joke is that

these vessels are unable to exist outside the Vortex, breaking
up on the shoals of hard reality as the complex enchantments

that animate them quickly unravel. Thus, many hardened void
pirates prefer more "mundane" vessels. Though they may not
be as fast, they are far less likely to fail one who wishes to
travel beyond the 13th Station ofPassage.

Sxne'xeucHAUST THE ScHEMER
Skra'kalichaust the Schemer is a mischievous Greater Daemon

ofTzeentch who seems to take delight in the ongoing struggles

for glory amongst the warbands of the Screaming Vortex.

This daemon is one of the enigmatic Lords of Change who
serve Tzeentch, a matchless sorcerer who appears to be using

warbands in the Screaming Vortex as pieces in some greater

game. Skra'kalichaust has made bargains with a number of
Warbands within the Vortex, granting them power or passage

from one world to another in return for seemingly innocuous

services or favours.

However, these pacts should not be made lightly, a fact

that is made clear in the tale of Skartos Blackskull. Skartos

b 
t 

fhe Yroyhery gFtheflarrovingf the $crea4ingTorterx

and his warband were once on the ascendant, and :-sirm

predicted that he would soon gain the daemon princ:::-
that he sought so passionately. However, Skartos rnzr: ,

badly-worded agreement with the Schemer in order to le-- :'
an ambush against a rival warband. At the end of the b:- 

'r.

the Lord of Change demanded his due... and promptlr' .;.::
Skartos and his entire warband into oblivion.

TnE Bness DooR
The constant shriek that gives the Screaming Vortex its -----r
is heard most clearly by psykers and other beings cl:--..:

attuned to the warp. Occasionally, the wailing seems tc ::--r
words and phrases rather than simple noise, whispers ---,,m

chant dire promises and dark supplications into the sou-

Many psykers and sorcerers who spend a great d.:, ::rr,

time in or near the Screaming Vortex have witnessed s-.*
whisperings, and are left with the knowledge of hc.' ::r

summon the aid of the Brass Door by a silent act of wiil l-u
Door never appears the same way twice, but it often -;-*r

the shape of a monolithic structure of polished brass .i:i
gleaming bone-a gateway with a single, huge door :: :-,n

centre. The Door has taken appearances as wildly differ.:- ll
a simple wooden gate or a huge, half-organic construcli:: ,

venting steam, writhing flesh, and interlocking cogwhe.
Those who summon the Brass Door instinctually .:: -

the price for its aid. Always there is a price, and alwai'. l

different; one time, the Door may demand a pint of .:'.':-;
blood, whilst another time the Door may merely req-.-:
memory of shared pain. If the price is paid, the Brass l: ,

unlocks and swings open, forming a warp portal il --,

desired destination. So far as it may be confirmed, the:--i;
Door has never opened to any location other than :: - ir

found within the Screaming Vortex, but some have cia:- .:

to have used the Door to travel as far as Gathalamor. a :--
vast distance away.

&or, 

"rn 
n, ^rrtr,r,r) 

,rri-rri^y,i*)/ortcx to be;fixnl within the cznon ofto(zllaus lore is aI obs"t' ?-royhecl' 
ltel/
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"Who can srand before rhe might of Chaos?"

-Darvcnorax, Champion of the Word Bearers Legron

he way of Chaos is fraught with cor.rflict and violence.

Even the lowliest acolyte faces death with each passing

moment. This is the way of things within the warp,

where ambition runs high and power is the currency of
trade. To survive the rnutatir"rg eddies and rampant hostility
of the warp is to embrace cor-rflict ftor one 's own gain. For

beings of such unchecked aggression and rapacious greed,

the vast expanse of real space olfers little better conditions.

Huntcd as hcrctics and usurpcrs by the forces of mankind,

the controllcd sp.rce of thc Irnperiurn oifcrs liitle succor to

the hated devotees of Chaos. Likewise, though they are less

numerous, the myriad cultures of the xenos races present an

equally hostile opposition to the servants of the Dark Gods.

In Bracr Cnuseoe, adversaries can be divided into three

broad types: Troops, Elites, and Masters.
. Troops are basic soldiers and niinor combatants. Alone

they are not incredibly dangerous, but in large groups

they are a rhreat. A hunran Disciple of Chaos can usually

hatidle tlvo Troops without a problcrn, ar.rd Troops

generally only thleatcn a Traiior Legionnaire when in

a Horde. Consequentially, Troops are the mosf common

type of adversary to be formed into Hordes.

Elites are more powerful foes, dangerous adr.:,--
who can be a real threat to a warband member. A: :
is roughly an equal adversary for a Traitor Legio:-,-

and it should take two human Disciples of Chaos:-
one unless they are particularly well armed or s,,

combatants. Elites should only be formed into Ho;c:-
rare occasions, and never against a warband that's prr:.--
made up of humans. Sorne particularly dangerous = ,

may require two or more Traitor Legionnaires to si:'.

Masters are incredibly dangerous individuals, po. :-" i

foes for an entire warband. They are either inc:.:.:
formidable combatants, consummate leaders who ei,-.--

the abilities of their minions, or in some cases bc:-.
Master should require the attentions of an entire s a:: -'
to defeat, and should never be formed into a Hordc.

HONPES
"The Legionnaire tbat scffi at a lasgun has not charged dcro:: :'
open feld againv a hundred of them."

-Maor the Scarred, Siege-Champion of the Scarg ,r

he enemies ofChaos can attack in v251nurn$s1s-hc:. ::l[

zealots, skittering Hordes, and ranked warriors. -,:,iur
such enemies would stand no chance against a Hc:::rL.

In large groups, however, they can pose an overwhelming r: u;
Hordes have the potential to harm Heretics by sheer weig-t
fire and numbers. The rules presented here are intended to ]

il

il

:[Game Masters reflect these massed forces that the characten
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[iirwers with the Psychic Storm and Psychic Blast qualities). At

the GM's discretion, certain psychic powers (such as Compel)

that do not damage may still inflict "hits," meaning that portions

ofthe Horde have been convinced not to attack, and so forth. In

this case, the number of hits inflicted should equal the Degrees of
Success on the Focus Power Test. Furthermore, the GM should

take care to adjudicate the effects ofcertain psychic powers (such

as Rain of Corruption) in specific siruations against Hordes (such

as a Horde tightly packed into a small space).

BREAKINCA HORDE
When a Horde's Magnitude is reduced by 25ok in a turn, it
must make a Willpower Test when it is its turn to act again. If
it passes, it may continue to act. If it fails, it breaks and flees

at its highest move value.

If the Horde's Magnitude is less than 50% of its starting value,

it suffers a -10 to the Willpower Test. If the Horde's Magnitude

is less than 25o/o of its starting value, it will automatically break.

Hordes composed of enemies with the Fearless talent do

not have to test to see if they break as their Magnitude is
eroded: they have to be wiped out to the last.

HORDES AITACKING
A Horde can make both melee attacls against enemies in close

proximity and ranged attacks at enemies that are at a distance in a

single rurn as an attack action.

Melee: A Horde attacks all adjacent enemies, or enemies that

are in close proximity (the GM is the final arbiter of determining

if a target is in close proximity). A Horde that has multiple attacks

from being armed with Nvo weapons or the Swift Attack or

Lightning Attack Talents may use its full number of attacks against

every eligible target. Although a Horde represents a large number

of attackers, a Horde does not gain the benefits of Ganging Up

(see page 245). Instead, the Horde's sheer weight of numbers is

represented by the fact that its target may not Dodge or Parry

Melee Attacls made by Hordes cannot be Parried or Dodged

unless otherwise noted.

Ranged: A Horde may make ranged attacks equal to the first

digit of its Magnirude. Thus, a Magnirude 25 Horde can make

nvo ranged attacks. Any additional hits from sustained fire can be

applied to any eligible target. Therefore, ifthe heretics hit Brother

Silas well enough that they cause an extra hit with their stub

autos, the additional hit will be applied to Brother Silas.

Modifiers of range and sustained fire apply as normal, but a

Horde can never aim. Ammo expenditure and Jamming never

applies to Hordes-they always have extra bullets.

Deuecn CeusEn BY FIoRDES
Any attack from a Horde that hits has the damage it causes

increased by a number of d10s equal to the Horde's Magnitude

divided by ten, with a maximum bonus of +2d10. This is in

addition to the normal damage dealt by the weapon that the

Horde is armed with. It will also include the Strength Bonus

added to damage caused by melee weapons. The damage is

reduced by the target's Toughness bonus and armour as normal.

Thus, a Magnitude 25 Horde of heretics armed with axes will
,add 2d10 to the normal damage that a heretic would do with its

axe (1d10+5) and, therefore, causes 3d10*5 damage if fier hill

in combat. Likewise, the same mob armed with autopistok urilfl

cause 3d10*2 damage with its ranged attacks. This repreqrrm,nr

Heretic being mobbed with enemies that strike it countless rul
or bullets striking like rain on a single target.

Generally, the attacks of a Horde may not be Dodgrc on

Parried-this represents the Horde's sheer volume of fireFwr
At the GM's discretion, he may choose to allow certain

from a Horde to be Dodged as normal.

For example, a Horde of Imperial Guardsmen may pos n
single missile launcher amongst their number. Since the

horde is not firing missiles (they are instead firing
the missile launcher does not benefit from the Horde's a:.inmils

regarding ranged attacks, and therefore receives no bonus d;mryr
and may be Dodged normally.

Hordes cannot inflict Zealous Hatred unless specificallr'rtcil
otherwise. The damage they could deal is taken into accour v'ur

the extra dice they ro11.

HORDE VERSUS HORDE
COMBAI
Occasionally, there will be cause for ftvo Hordes to face offrgrnl'r
each other. Whether this is an army of renegades facing IrT-sdl
Guardsmen or two opposing factions of Chaos Zealos r,t@
to prove whose Patron is superior, combat works similar ii lnr'

basic Horde rules. Treat each Horde as if they were an indirr,lul
character and follow the rules outlined above for calcu;mry

their Damage. When determining the bonus To Hit modifis im
size, use the difference between them, with the smaller Flcd
receiving the benefit. For example, a Magnitude 30 Horic d"
Zealots is fighting a Magnitude 60 Horde of Guardsmen llur
Zealots would receive a + 10 To Hit modifier on all anack *t
against the Horde of Guardsmen. Individual Player-charaao,

involved in Horde versus Horde combat have the opdcc

fighting as individuals or fighting as part of the Horde. ft-*"rn
choose to fight as part of the Horde, they will still act on their cqm

Initiative, but they may only use Psychic Powers or Daesm
Gifts to differentiate themselves from the Hordes basic ata&
character may choose to leave a Horde as a Half Action.

CnrerrNc e I{onos
To create a Horde is simply a matter of taking a low level

(usually a Troops adversary but sometimes an Elite) and

its wounds with a Magnirude value desired by the GM. Use

11-1: Example Magnitudes to determine the desired ratt
The one exception is any creature with the Swars

Swarms are similar to Hordes, but
lesser enemies, and the rules do not
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Movement: 4/8/ 12/24
Armour: None

charges and the grim battle lust with which they tear

go, theyapart anyone who opposes them. Everywhere they

are surrounded by the stench ofblood.
Unlike other Daemons, Bloodletters march to war in

regimented formations, for their creator is the Lord of Battle.

Lines of the Daemons manoeuvre in ranks with supernatural

precision, advancing in disciplined maniples. However, these

echelons quickly break up after contact with the enemy, as each

Bloodletter competes to slay as many of the foe as possible.

BneznN MvnurnoN
The martial legions of the Blood God struggle etemalll: s"aruru

to their own violent natures, revelling in slaughter, whether:r: w
of mortal beings or of their own brethren. Of these warF -r:nr
soldiers, Bloodletters are the most well known, their dis.--:rinor

and ferocity legendary Bloodletters compete with each :ram

to garner the favour of their god; they possess a lwisted --rrm
of honour among their own. This honour is based sole;-, rr
personal prowess; those who display extraordinary martial:.-fum

are awarded the greatest glory. When one of these champic'= m'

slaughter is felled and their daemonic essence banished bad: rmr

the warp, it is a great loss For the legions of Khorne.

On the Hollows, a planet-wide war has raged for cen::ns.
In their drive to invent new and horrific ways to deal dead: ur
smiths of Forge Castir have found a way to permanenth- tru
a feared warrior from the ranks of the Blood God's armies h
forging a daemonic body out of brass and inscribing it r,rii::,r.{t'

runes of poweq the artificers are able to bind the wayward ess:L.
of a slain daemon to a new and terrible form. Brazen mynn'j-1:!M

are rare, as it is incredibly difficult to create these creatures :ur
those that are formed are renowned and feared in equal measrr-

The myrmidons appear as brass suits of hellish, baroque an:r,u
capped with the elongated, horned skull ofa powerful Blood;ffi
The thick plates of the armour are etched with runes in the tc,rgrur

of Chaos and the joints weep unnarurally with the blood oi tl'c

bound daemon's victims. Prior to the binding process, the s:::niri:

seek to recover the Herald's massive Hellblade from the site ci:;r
daemon's destruction, that the myrmidon may carry their :un
sword. Should they be unable to obtain the blade, they ins::e,r

equip the myrmidon with nvin blades forged of warp-in':;=
steel and wreathed in infernal flames.

These Myrmidons are bound within theirwarp-forged an:,:*x
turning them into utterly loyal and unquestioning follou'e- :r

the Exospectre. Newly provided with their powerful, armc,::::i

forms, Brazen Myrmidons wade among the foul creatior*r rr

Forge Castiq bringing death with every stroke.

Movement: 3/6/9/18
Armour: Brass Armour (8 A1l)

Wounds: --I
Total TB: I

Skills: Athletics (S), Awareness (Per), Dodge (Ag), Intimirim'.
(S) +10, Parry (WS) +20, Survival (Per).

Talents: Ambidextrous, Battle Rage, Berserk Chaqn
Blademasteg Combat Masteq Crippling Strike, Crushing
Blow, Frenzy, Furious Assault, Lightning Attack, Swift Anacl-
Two-Weapon Wielder.

Traits: Daemonic (+4), Fear (2), From Beyond, Size (Hulkingl
Unnatural Strength (+ 3).

Wounds: 22

Total TB: 8

Skills: Athletics (S), Awareness (Per), Dodge (Ag), Forbidden

Lore (Daemonology) (ln$, Intimidate (S) +10, Pany (WS)

+20, Survival (Per).

Talents: Battle Rage, Berserk Charge, Blademaster, Combat
Master, Crippling Strike, Crushing Blow, Frenzy, Furious

Assault, Swift Attack.

Traits: Daemonic (4), Fear (2), From Beyond, Size (Hulking),

Unnatural Strength (+3), Warp Instability.

Weapons: Hellblade (1d10 + 13 R; Pen 10; Balanced.

Power Field, weapon deals +2 damage for every foe it kills).
Daemonic Presence: All enemies within 10 metres of a

Bloodletter suffer -10 penalty to Willpower Tests.

Blood for the Blood God: Creatures of Khorne suffer

no penaities from gore and blood-all critical hit effects

involving gore and blood (such as requiring an Agility Test

not to fall over) do not apply to creatures of Khorne.

Weapons: Hellblade (1d10 + 15 R; Pen O; Balanced,

Field, Special') or two Flame-blades (1d10+7, pen 3,

Razor Sharp).

fTbis weapon deals +2 damage for euay death infittet".i$.
raetting afer ever) encounter.
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Movement: 5/ lO/ 15/30
Armour: None

Even though they are nearly useless at fighting in
Horrors are difficult to eliminate. They surround thersetltu
with arcane protections and can regenerate missing im
with nonchalant ease. When they are cleaved with ; uut$
placed bloq they reveal a truly unique andbizarce de:s:r-

The Daemon simply splits into two halves, which ie:srrur

themselves into smaller, blue-hued copies of the or-imu.
These two new Daemons change personalities as ',reli. ur,

colours, becoming petty and morose, constantly whini:-: ;amr

squabbling amongst each other about whose fault it s= n"ru

they ended up Blue Horrors instead of Pink. Howeve:. :ru'"

are just as dangerous as in their original form.

Skills: Acrobatics (Ag), Athletics (S), Awareness (Per), Dodge

(Ag), Parry (WS), Psyniscience (Per).

Talents: Heightened Senses (A1l), Swift Attack.

Traits: Daemonic (a), Dark Sight, Fear 2, From Beyond,

Natural Weapon (Pincer Claw), Warp Instability.

Weapons: Pincer Claw (1d10+3 R, Pen 3, Razor Sharp,

Tearing).

Soporific Musk: The tantalising allure of the Daemonette

entrances and beguiles victims. Dodge and Parry Tests made

against attacks made by a Daemonette suffer a -10 penalty.

Daemonic Presence: All enemies within 10 metres of a

Daemonette suffer -10 penalty to Willpower Tests.

flonnon
Horrors are possibly the most bizarre of all Daemons. They have

srubby, pink bodies with long, gangly arms and legs, and no

head. Though their leering faces normally appear in the middle

of their chest, they can vanish at any moment and reappear on

some random part of their anatomy They band together on the

battlefield in cheerful, colourful mobs, dancing and cavorting

erratically across the battlefield to the rhythm o[ their own

cacophonous humming. As they cackle and laugh, they casually

hurl a barrage of arcane missiles of ever-changing hues to

Wounds: 18

Total TB: 8

Movement: 3/6/9/18
Armour: None

Wounds .t
Total TB ll

Skills: Awareness (Per), Dodge (Ag), Psyniscience 4,
Speak Language (Any one).

Talents: None.

Traits: Daemonic (+3), Fear (2), From Beyond, Deadly Nan'ol

Weapons Multiple Arms (1d5)t, Strange Physiology. -nan

Instabiliry

Weapons: Warpfire (3Om;S/3/-;ld10+10 E; Pen 6). C;r.r
(1d10+5; Pen 2).

Daemonic Presence: All enemies within l0 metres :i .
Pink Horror suffer a -10 penalty to Willpower Tests.

BIue Horrors: When a Pink Horror is slain, it vanishes a:,: :r

replaced by nvo Blue Horrors (the Blue Horrors appear \\:=r

J
.,':...

their foes.
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Movement: 3/6/9/18
Armour: None

are a horrific foe, even from across the field of battle, as

their host buzzes with the wings of the flies and rumbling with
a dolorous dirge. The body ofa Plaguebearer appears weak and

fragile, but their constant exposure to the vilest concoctions of
Nurgle's cauldron has made them unnaturally resilient. Inured

to pain, ignorant of the idea of injury they fight on, even

laughing at the sight of their own dismemberment.

The attitude of a Plaguebearer is often more frightening to
mortals than their appearance. They solemnly drudge along,

steady in the suffering and despair they cause. This is not some

sadistic pleasure, like that ofslaanesh, but rather a determined

appreciation of Nurgle's genius, a devotion of his art and an

acknowledgment of eventual disintegration of all things. Their
wish to spread disease is driven by their wish to share their
Father's gifts with the galaxy As they march, they chant out

the list ofpoxes, plagues, and pestilence their Father has created,

ever certain in their growing number and increasing virulence.

Damage. This takes into account the Plague Sword's rules
Vomit: As a Half Action, a Plaguebearer can vomit on e.ri!

victim within five metres. It must succeed on a Ballistic Sr;i[
Test to hit its foe. The target may Dodge the spew but 

=r'm
not Parry it. On a successful hit, the vomit deals ldIL--;
Damage. If the attack would deal Critical Damage, the r-clr
deals 2d10 points of Toughness Damage.

Daemonic Presence: AI1 enemies within 10 metres ei e

Juggernaut suffer -10 penalty to Willpower Tests.

ScnrerraER oFTzEENTcH
The winds of Chaos carry many dangers-mutac:'r
madness, and corruption. Unfortunately for the teen:::rg

masses of mankind, their immense Imperium relies on ths
warp-winds for its very survival. Careful plotting of a rclm
through the warp is necessary to avoid the more well-knc-.n
warp-storms. The Gellar fields present in all warp-cap;--k
ships protect against most other daemonic dangers si::-
the ship would likely encounter. There is always a hole n
even the best defence, however, a chink in any suit of arrnc'-r:

The beasts known by the common voidman as sky-shark;:r
drawn to these holes like moths to a flame.

These sky-sharks, or Screamers, sail through the warp :r
immense schools, seeking out warp-translated starships. :,r

which they feed. Screamers look like nothing so much e
long-bodied manta rays with viciously barbed tails, fang::
maws, and comet tails of scintillating light. The jaws of rhs
daemonic creatures are strong enough to cut through even --:r

thickest areas of a starship's hull, though it is their instinr:rL
cunning that makes them truly dangerous.

Occasionally, these beasts will be brought into real space l
devotees of their master and creator, T2eentch, to serve on ':-L:

battlefield or to act as twisted and dangerous hunting beasts -:
combat, Screamers earn their moniker by projecting powefl
screeches, stunning their foes and sewing panic amongst ene='

forces. They capitalise on these moments of disruption to s\A'o:tr

down into enemy ranks en masse, free from retaliation. So::
devotees of Tzeentch bind these swift beasts to serve them ;:
infernal mounts. Warping their graceful form, the magicu--

stretches the creature's warp-spawned flesh onto a frame .-'i
wicked blades and burning steel. These daemonic coflstrou-f

are known as Discs of Tzeentch and provide their riders i,ri:
incredible speed and manoeuvrabiliry

Movement: 8/ l6/ 24/ 48
Armour: None

Wounds: li
Total TB:8

Wounds: 20
Total TB: 10

Skills: Awareness (Per), Psyniscience (Per), Scholastic Lore

(Numerology) (In$, Speak Language (any one) (Int).

Talents: Crippling Strike.

Traits: Daemonic (+5), Dark Sight, Fear 3, From Beyond,

Natural Weapons, Unnatural Strength (+ 1), Warp Instability.
Weapons: Claws and teeth (1d10+7 R; Primitive (6), Tearing,

Toxic ) or Plague Sword (1d10+8 R, Pen 4, Balanced, Toxic [2]).
Infected Wounds: Whenever a target fails the Toxic Test

from a Plaguebearer's attacks they also suffer 1d5 Toughness

Skills: Awareness (Per) +20.
Traits: Daemonic (4), Fear 2,Flyer (8), From Beyond, Deadly
Natural Weapons (Warp Maw), Warp Instability.
Armour: None.

Weapons: Warp Maw (1d10+5 E; Pen 12;

Sharp, Tearing).
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of T2eentch carry themselves with a regal grace, though

when driven to action their savagery is remarkable.

Few beings in the galaxy can claim to possess greater stores

of knowledge than a Lord of Change, and this holds true on

the battlefield as well. The greater daemons of Tzeentch craft

strategies and tactics as though battles were game-boards and

their forces were merely pieces. They utilise their great magic

to steer the flow of battle and bolster their own forces as well

as to annihilate their enemies. The battle plans of these beings

ofsupernatural genius seem to script the engagements as much

as anticipate possible events. Should a Lord of Change be

confronted with a being with psychic powers comparable to its

own, it is not unheard of for the greater daemons of Tzeentch

to wade into close-quarters combat. Their incredible reach

and sharp talons are the match of most mortals should these

powerful psykers ever resort to such a confrontation.

Movement: 5/ 10/ 15/30
Armour: None

Wounds: 180

Total TB: 16

Skills: Awareness (Per), Command (Fe1)+20, Commerce

(Int), Common Lore (en) (tnQ *20, Deceive (Fel)+20,

Dodge (Ag), Forbidden Lore (A11) (lnt)+20, Inquiry (Fe1)+ 10,

Interrogation (WP)+ 10, Intimidate (S), Logic (Int)+20,
Linguistics (In$+20, Medicae (Int), Parry (WS), Psyniscience

(Per), Scholastic Lore (All) (Int)+20, Scrutiny (Per)+20.

Talents: Combat Master, Resistance (Psychic Powers) Swift

Attack, Strong Minded.
Traits: Daemonic (+5), Dark-sight, Fear ( ), Flyer (5),

From Beyond, Sturdy, Unnatural Strength (+12), Unnatural

Toughness (+i), The Stuff of Nightmares.

Master of Plotters: All Daemons of Tzeentch are master

schemers, their very essence a primal form of deceit

and treachery, and the Lords of Change are the greatest

masterminds of all. No matter the circumstances, a Lord of
Change alway has a plan. Once per session, the Lord of
Change may add a number of Degrees of Success equal to his

Intelligence Bonus to any one Test.

Supreme Sorcerer: The Lord of Change may activate any

Tzeentch or Unaligned Power; he passes the Focus Power

Test automatically with 1d5 Degrees of Success. Fle counts as

having a Psy Rating of 9.

Weaver of Fates: Lord ofChange can turn its gaze upon a mortal

and alter their fate. Once per round, as a Reaction, the Lord o[
Change may force a target to pass a Challenging (+O) egility
or Challenging (+0) Willpower Test. If the target fails, it must

immediately spend an Infamy Point as the Lord of Change sees

fit. The target may be forced to heal themselves, reroll a failed

Test or any other use they could normally make.

Daemonic Presence: A11 enemies within 20 metres of a

Great Unclean One suffer -20 penalty to Willpower Tests.

DAEMON PRINCES
While the majority of daemons are created from nothingrus
by one ofthe gods ofChaos, or spring forth from the chao*-

stuff of the warp unbidden, there are rare instances *'hec r
mortal is granted the gift of infernal immortality and fomef
into the vilest of abominations. These terrifying entio:r
examples of the worst mankind is capable of, are raised ah;l.t
the more common daemons and placed in positions of po*r
by their patron deity. Earning the favour of the Dark Pou'cs

is no small task and the rewards for such deeds are ra::-"

pleasant and are deadly as often as not. With each heinc,:rs

act the mortal is granted a single gift. In time, these blessirg
either elevate the devotee to power or crush him under::r
weight of mutation and madness. Few have the willpower m

withstand the overwhelming blessings of the Chaos gods. bu
those who do are horrors beyond mortal understanding.

Some daemon princes rise to power through military migrr.

laying waste to the forces of the Imperium one planet at a ti:-
others are master corruptors, twisting entire systems to the s.1?{

of the dark gods. Still others spread malignant corruption, bor
physical and spiritual, to topple the most hardy souls. The rnccr

well known of the daemon princes are the Primarchs of -
traitor legions from the time of the Horus Heresy These god-li*
beings were the best of mankind and yet they turned to the rifl
of Chaos. Those that remain lord over daemon worlds in lr:
Eye of Terror to this day and their power is feared by all m
jealously coveted by only the foolish. Whatever their methd:
these masterminds, generals, and butchers represent the greaits

achievement of the supplicants of Chaos. m
highest form to which a devotee can aspi::

There is no standard form of a daernc,r

prince, as each is a monster tni-,

and thankfully unique to du
Galaxy
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RETICS
Among the masses of mankind there are those desperate

enough, power hungry enough, or hopeless enough to turn

away from all they are taught and beseech the Dark Powers

for aid and succour. Many do so without ever realising the

import of their actions, knowing little to nothing of the

forces with which they truck. Others face the darkness with
open eyes, fully aware of what they do and embracing their
corruption. Indeed, there are even those who were touched by

Chaos before they were even born, brought into the galaxy

bearing the malignant mark of the warp.

Mankind as a whole fears these men and women and declares

them traitors and heretics. Hunted by the Imperium and reviled

by the masses of humanity, many of those who embrace Chaos

shroud themselves in secrery and deceit while others rise up

against the forces ofthe Imperium and lead great rebellions and

revolutions throughout human controlled space. Still others seek

out the maddening tumult of the warp, so they might serve their

gods directly Only a rare few achieve greatness in the service of
the Chaos gods, but those who do are beings to be feared. These

power-hungry individuals are willing to do anything or sacrifice

anyone to attain their goals and please their dark masters.

Curr Znl'l.,or
The lowliest of mortal worshippers of the Chaos gods, but

also the most numerous, are the members of the secretive

cults throughout the Imperium. Found among nearly every

strata of Imperial society, few suspect their true motivations.

These wretched cowards embrace the darkness inwardly

while performing the duties of their regular life unchanged,

refusing to make their twisted faith known for fear of torture

and death. When discovered, their true devotion exposed for
all to see, these vile souls are driven mad by the prospect of
the purge which awaits them, doing whatever it takes to flee if
possible or, if not, to silence those who know their secret.

Coming as they do from nearly any level of Imperial station,

cultists bring a variery of arms to bear. When confronted

directly, they use whatever they have at their disposal to protect

themselves and fu1fil the will of their gods. Many cultists

possess a fanatical devotion to their patron deiry and would

rather sacrifice themselves than see their master's plans foiled.

Movement: 2/ 4/ 6/ 12

Armour: Flak Vest (3 Chest)

Wounds: 8

Total TB: l
Skills: Deceive (Fel), Forbidden Lore (Daemonology) (Int),

Forbidden Lore (Heresy) (Int), Intimidate (S).

Talents: Double Team, Unremarkable.

Weapons: Makeshift Sword (1d10+2 R; Pen 0; Unbalanced),

Stub Automatic (Psitol; 30m; ld10+3 I, Pen 0, S/3/-, Clip
9, Reload Full).

.Geer: Small Charm, cheap clothes or unwashed robes, 2 clips.

MureNr DEvorun
Despite their best efforts, the powers of the Imperiurn str

unable to curb the forces of Chaos from acting on the mas
of humaniry Throughout the whole of humankind, nr-iwo
creatures exist, the result of Chaos' manipulations. Prinurfrili

found in the lower levels of Imperial sociery these mutants sc:mt

by in an existence both reviled and tenuous. Many such "nri*.'
as they are often called by their betters, embrace their uar:ec
form, believing themselves true children of Chaos and deroslg
themselves to the will of the dark gods out of desperation -nc

despair. Many cults and traitor militia include mutants suc: ro

these, filling out the rank and file, as well as being utilisc rs

shock troopers thanls to their hearty and resilient forms.

The majority of these mutants are little more than l::n
with twisted and malformed limbs and visages, though scu
are truly horrific beings, blessed with the worst mutad:iu
the nightmare intelligence of the warp can offer. Thsr
creatures might possess snapping claws, thickened, chitin;,:s

hides, vestigial limbs and eyes, lashing, venomous tails a:.rr

tongues, or worse. Rhyme and reason play no part in 
=E

shaping of these wretched creatures and the possible tb:=r,

are limitless. Many bear arms in the service of their mas!*
though without exception these are makeshift and shodd';

Movement: 2/4/6/ 12

Armour: Tough Hide (2 A1l)

Wounds: ,l
Total TB: l

Skillsr Forbidden Lore (Daemonology) (rn|, Forbidden Lc::
(Heresy) (ln$, Intimidate (S), Parry (WS).

Talents: Frenzy, Lightning Attack*'

Traits: Natural Weapons, Natural Armour (2 AlD, Unnaru=.

Toughness (+2).
Weapons: Chitinous Appendage (1d10+6 I; Pen 0; Primitir":

[9]) or Venamous Barb (1d10+4 R; Pen 3; Primitive [E'
Toxic), Shoddy Shotgun (Basic; 20m; S/-/-;1d10+4 I; Pe:

0; Clip 6; Reload Full; Innacurate; Scatter, Unreliable).

Gear: Foul meat, fouled clothing, rope belt, 2d10 shotgun shell:

fNote that a Mutdnt Devotee mE not make a httf Axack.

Cunsnr OnecrE
The gods of Chaos are unpredictable with their gifts, and w4rile

some may seem the greatest of blessings, their reality may be a

foul curse. It is well known that psykers possess abilities whid:
both allow them access to the powers of the warp and put both

their soul and sanity at risk. Occasionally a chaos psyker will be

given a truly magnificent gift, but one few mortals are capaHe

of handling-glimpses into the strands of future fate. Sudr

knowledge can unravel even the strongest mind and those blesed

with this gift are often driven mad by it. Despite this, their insane

mutterings come to pass with relative fi"equenry and few can deny

the power of their knowledge. If discovered by a mote gowerful
source, these babbling mystics are often made into @4
their powers channelled to direct the actiom of thei
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Skills: Athletics (S), Awareness (Per) Charm (Fel), Command
+20, Parry (WS) +20,(Fel) +30, Dodge (Ag), Intimidate (S)

Survival (Per).

Talents: Blademaster, Combat MasteE Crippling Strike,

Crushing Blow, Swift Attack.

Traits: Unnatural Strength (2), Unnatural Toughness (1),

Unnatural Weapon Skill (2)

Weapons: Chainglaive (1d10+12 R, Pen 5, Tearing),

Bolter (Basic; 100m; S/3/ ; 1d10+5 X; Pen 4; Clip 24;

Reload Full; Tearing)

Gear: 5 bolter clips, any items of Extremely Rare scarciry or

lower, as appropriate to the character. May possess a voidship.

TrcH-AssASSTNS
The tools of war crafted by t[.re Adeptus Mechanicus vary

wildly, including such extremes as tiny weapons the size of a

single finger to massive Ordinatus engines capable of levelling

entire mountains. Those Magi who have turned their backs

upon the orthodox Cult Mechanicus are often even more

inventive. The designs ofthese traitor tech-heretics often create

bizarrc lusions of technology and the corruptive cnergies of
the warp. In the Screaming Vortex, one such it.tvention is the

Tech-Assassin. No two Tech-Assassins are alike; each one is

an individual hand-cralted masterpiece, tttned and optimized

for a particular style of murder. Because of their specialised

nature, Tech-Assassins are subtle but significant factors on the

battlefield. They scout ahead of the main force, ghosting into

an enemy position to remove an important leader or sabotage

a vital resource.

On the half-world of tl.re Hollows, the Dark Magos known

only as the Exospectre has spent centuries perfecting l.ris

preferred weapon of choice: the Maestro pattern Tcch-Assassin.

These swilt and lethal seryants are his most fiendish designs

and are armed with all manner of unspeakably lethal weapons.

Maestro pattern Tech-Assassins are gaunt, spindly crcatures,

swathed in ragged robes and notablc lor the cruel glcam of
their tripartite hunter-optics from beneath their hoods. Far

more autonomous and capable than any servitor, Tech-

Assassins ceaselessly hunt their prey once on the trail of their

assigned target. A Tech-Assassin may lie in wait for weeks at a

time, patiently motionless, until the chosen enemy is detected

by inbuilt augur arrays. Only then does the creature explode

into motion, its robes flaring like the wings of a raptor ls it
stoops to the strike. Gravity plates allow the Tecl.r-Assassin to

move elfortlessly over nearly any terrain. Its torso contains a

powerful quantum field generator that shrouds the creature from

detection, confounding tech-sensors and confusing thc naked

eye with shifting patterns that blend with its surroundings.

The Maestro pattern's hands contain a series of serrated,

retractable power-blades and it is usually equipped witl.r an MIU-
linked shoulder-mounted hellgun. However, the most dangerous

weapon employed by the Maestro pattern is the tesseract bomb.

When activated, this devastating weapor.r shunts a portion of its

surroundings into a pocket dimension, violently disrupting the

molecular structure of anything caught in the blast.

In addition, the Exospectre commonly installs a command

circuit into the Maestro pattern and accompanies it with a

pack of hell-constructs named Velocireapers. These beast-like

creatures are a form of lobo-chipped servitor, built around

a sophisticated sentinel array and armed with razor-sha::

fangs and claws. Savage and feral, the Velocireapers rnust b;
precisely controlled by the Tech-Assassin's command circu::

lest they frenzy and attack anyone nearby.

Movement: 6/ 12/ 18/36
Armour: Machine Trait (6 All)

Wounds: 3 i
Total TB: I

Skills: Acrobatics (Ag) +20, Athletics (S) +20, Awareness

(Per) +20, Common Lore (Tech, war) (In$, Dodge (Ag)

+20, Forbidden Lore (Adeptus Mechanicus, the Warp) (Int).

Interrogation (WP), Logic (lnt), Linguistics (Techna-lingua)

(Int), Navigation (Surface) (Int), Operate (Aeronautica) (Ag),

Parry (WS), Scrutiny (Per), Security (lnt) + 10, Stealth (Ag)

*20, Survival (Per) +10, Tech-Use (lnt) +20.
Talents: Ambidextrous, Assassin Strike, Blade Dancer, Cold

Hearted, Combat Master, Deadeye Shot, Disturbing Voice.

Hard Target, Leap Up, Lightning Attack, Lightning Reflexes.

Rapid Reaction, Step Aside, Swift Attack, Total Recall, Two-

Weapon Wielder (Melee), Whirlwind of Death.

Traits: Dark-sight, Fear 1 (Disturbing), Hoverer (6), Machine

(6), Mechanicus Implants, Unnatural Strength (+4), Unnatural

Toughness (+4).
Armour: None (All 6)
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nrar GUIRDSMAN
The largest military force in the Imperium, spanning the

breadth of human-space, is the Imperial Guard. This behemoth

of manpower and military might is responsible for countless

military victories throughout the centuries. Employing massed

infantry armoured companies of battle tanks, and barrages of
artillery the Imperial Guard is deployed to grind the enemies

of man out of existence. The Imperial Guard is not a precision

military instrument; it is a blunt hammer with which the

Adeptus Terra crushes its foes. The sheer numbers involved in

an Imperial Guard engagement are often staggering, hundreds

ofthousands ofsoldiers and support personnel directed to one

purpose in any given theatre of war.

Most Guardsmen are soldiers trained with a baseline of
combat skills, though veterans of even a single campaign

are treated with incredible respect by their peers. Many

Guardsman platoons are made up of citizen-conscripts or

even penal world inmates sentenced to years of service for
their crimes. All told, the average Guardsman is a mediocre

soldier at best, armed with the common lasgun or autogun

and armoured in inexpensive flak armour Their training
affords them the bare minimum in battlefield manoeuvres and

coordination, though when faced en masse, this is usually all

that is needed for victory.

Movement: 3/ 6/9/ 18

Armour: Guard Flak Armour (4 All)
Wounds: 10

Total TB: 3

There are a near-infinite variety of Bounty Hunters in sr
gala4l from cold-hearted individuals who work only for Ti:rtrrg,

and kill anyone who stands in their way to doughty and rei;.:cru

veterans who behave according to their own code of honour. lrr
work for an equally varied assortment of clients, from the In:,:r-*
Adeptus and planetary nobles to merchant factors and even r!.::x:l

agents. Howeveq to be successful in a dangerous profession. =--
must have proven themselves capable of dangerous and potec=ilr,

fatal tasks. The bounty hunters employed by the Ordo C:i::
are often reliable and resolute, willing to use whatever r:-.an"

methods, and tactics necessary to recover their prey and 
-i=:

them to the fearsome punishments of their Inquisitorial m:--.:r
within the Tricorn Palace on Scintilla. Existing on the fring+ :r'

Imperial lar,y bounty hunters of this sor"t may possess strange ali
fantastic technology sometimes even of xenos origin. It is lbr::r:
reason that the services of such men are typically emplol-c. --r'

those Inquisitors of a more radical bent.

Movement: 4/8/ 12/24
Armour: Light Carapace (5 A1l)

Wounds: -:
Total TB::

Skills: Awareness (p.4, Athletics (S), Common Lore

(lmperium, War) (Int), Dodge (Ag), Operate (Ground) (Ag),

Speak Language (Low Gothic) (lnt), Stealth (Ag).

Talents: Nerves of Steel, Rapid Reload, Takedown.

Weapons: Guard Issue Lasgun (Basic; lOOm; S/3/-;
1d10+3 E; Pen 0; Clip 60; Reload Full, Variable Sening),

Combat Knife (1d5+3; Pen 0), 3 Frag Grenades (Thrown;
grn; S/-/-;2d10 X; Pen 0; Clip 1; Reload -; Blast [3]).
Gearl Guard Uniform, micro-bead, respirator, 4 clips for
lasgun, Imperial Infantryman's Uplifting Primer.

BouNrv Huurnn
The members of the Inquisition guard their secrets jealously for
fear that the knowledge of what horrors they Face may corrupt
the hearts and distort the minds of lesser men. Despite this,

there are those who have seen the darkness and faced corruption

willingly and come out the other side unscathed. The threats

faced by the Calixian Inquisition are beyond counting and

there are vast stretches ofvoid where the official agents ofthe
Inquisition hold no sway. There comes a time when the services /)
of such men is needed for the safety of the masses. When a 

1,,'
rogue psyker or fugitive heretic flees the bounds of lmperial f'
space into the frontier regions of the galaxy, the agents of the '":,',i!,,"

Calixian Inquisition, few as they are, are likely to employ an

experienced bounty hunter to retrieve them.

Skills: Awareness (Per) * 10, Common Lore (Imperium) t-::
Concealment (Ag), Dodge (Ag)+20, Drive (Ground Veh:: .
(Ag), Inquiry (Fel), Interrogation (WP), Intimidate (S) -.-
Medicae (Int), Parry (WS) +20, Security (Ag), Shador'--:
(Ag), Silent Move (Ag), Speak Language (Low Gothic) t-.:
Tracking (Int).

Talents: Deadeye Shot, Disarm, Hip Shooting, Qgick D..:

Marksman, Nerves of Steel, Rapid Reaction, Sharpshoc:.-
Swift Attack, Takedown, Unarmed Warrior.
Weapons: Chainsword (1d10+6 R; Pen 2; Balac:.:
Tearing), Semi-Auto Hand Cannon with amputator rou::
(Pistol, 35m; S/2/-; 1d10+6 I;Pen 2; Clip 8; Reload 2 F:-,

or Splinter Rifle (Basic; 6Om S/3/5;1d10+2 R; Pen 3: C :
200; Reload 2 Full; Toxic [ ]), 3 Stun Grenades (Thro'.,-
l2m;S/ / ; ; Blast [3], Concussive [2]).
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rNrsroRutu Crnmc
Throughout the Imperium, men and women toil in the service

of the corpse-emperor, committing themselves to lilelong task

which inwardly they know to be meaningless. The despair and

contempt this futiliry causes among the masses is only blunted by

the vain words of hope and immortality preached by the members

of the Ministorum, the monolithic institution devoted to the

worship and praise of the Emperor of Man. Tending the souls

of so many billions of Imperial citizens is no easy matter and the

Ministorum is a spiritual and administrative juggernaut as a result.

The clerics who perform the daily rites and prayers ir.r the name of
their corpse-emperor are devoted slaves to their church, men and

women whose faith is unwavering and contagious. These clerics

fill a number of roles from planetary minister, to guard or naval

chaplain, to frontier missionary. Their theological rhetoric can

stir the masses from the desperate toil of Imperial life and reassure

them of the purpose of their work and the glory of the Emperor.

Their prayers in battle are a blow to the forces of,Chaos, ar.rd their

faith makes them fearless before the darkness.

Movement: 2/ 4/ 6/ 12 Wounds: 14

Armour: Chain Reinforced Robes (3 Al1 except Head)

Total TB:4
Skills: Awareness (Per), Charm (Fel), Common Lore (Imperial

Creed) (InQ, Linguistics (lnt), Parry (WS) + 10, Scholastic Lore

(Imperial Creed) (lnQ +10, Speak Language (High Gothic,

Low Gothic) (Int).

Talentsr Air of Authority, Demagogue, Hatred (Chaos Space

Marines, Daemons, Heretics, Mutants, Psykers, Renegades,

Xenos [A1l], Unshakable Faith (counts as Unshakable Will).
Weapons: Chainsword (1d10+5 R; Pen 3; Balanced,

Tearing), Shotgun (Basic; 30m; S/-/-; 1d10+4 I; Pen 0;

Clip 8; Reload 2 Full; Scatter).

Gear: Ecclesiastical robes, prayer book.

Confessor
On the field of battle, the soldiers of the Imperium are faced with
horrors which can drive a ;'aded mind mad, twist a courageous

heart to cowardice and wrench a faithful man to heresy. To guard

against such terrors, the servants of the corpse-emperor employ

men and women whose devotion to the Ecclesiarchy is fanatical

in the extreme. Though they are also clerics of the Adeptus

Ministorum, these champions of the faith inspire their charges to

acts ofincredible daring and fervour, their righteousness acting

as a beacon of hope to those around them. Their prayers gird

their followers against physical harm from the creatures of the

warp and the psychic lashing of errant witches.

As a sign oftheir courage and faith, these spiritual soldiers

ol the Imperium wield powerful melee weaponry, rushing

headlong into the enemy, firm in their belief that the Emperor

will guard them from harm. Indeed, the prayers and rites o[
these blessed warriors spell doom for the daemons of the

warp, their blades wreathed in holy flames and their scsih

armoured with words of faith. Believing battle to be an r::
oftrue faith, these faithful servants anoint their weapons $,::-

the shed blood of the enemies of mankind and lay lorv ti::'i:
who would harm the men and women in their care.

Confessors are Elite foes that use the Ministorum Cle.,:

Profile, with the following changes:
. Increase WS and S by +10.
. Add Dodge (Ag) +20 to their Skill List.
. Add Blademaster, Crushing Blow, Frenzy, Iron Ja*' :--;

Resistance (Psychic Powers) to their Talent List. The bc: .

for Crushing Blow is included in their weapon profi1e-

. Replace their weapons with a Chain Greatsword (2d 1C - i
R; Pen 3; Sanctified, Tearing, Unwieldy).

In addition, Confessors gain the following special abii::
Litany of Hate: The Confessor's loud condemnation oi ';
things Anti-Imperial allow him to share his Hatred with thrsr
around him. So long as he is able to speak, all allies u'i:.-;r
earshot count as possessing all of his Hatred Talents.

Specs Memxn
The most impressive fighting force of the Imperium of I'-:-.
these Angels of Death are the most feared warriors in hur:-.:-

controlled space. The corpse-emperor created the Space Ma;: ,r:

to take his Great Crusade to the farthest reaches of the gaiz;,

to push the boundaries of human-space far beyond ani''ti:-:;
attempted previously. To lead these soldiers in their ete:--*

warfare, the Emperor created the Primarchs, clones of his c..,-

genetic material and warriors of mythic proportions. The 5p::.
Marines themselves are genetically modified super-soldiers nt:^.:
genes have been enhanced by those of the Primarchs. As a res- --

Space Marines possess incredible strength, vigour, and retle''..:

In addition, they have endured rigourous psycho-conditioning::

make them fearless shock troops, merciless and unquestionir::

loyal to their Imperial masters. Now the Space Marines, be:::
of their Primarchs and their Emperor, their legions fracn::.:

into mere chapters, hopelessly guard the floundering massss :'
humanity from the teeming threats of the Void.

In addition to their training and genetic modifications. ;.
Space Marines are outfitted with the finest wargear, weaPoi:
and armour. Their iconic power armour is the epitome :.'
Imperial armour-craft. Worn as a second skin, the Space Man:.
moves swiftly and comfortably in his armour, as if it were li:::
more than sackcloth. The reverence with which the Spa::

Marines hold the boltgun is a sign of their intensive traini;:
The boltgun is an indispensable tool in the hands of the Spa--:

Marine, used to protect mankind from the manifold dange:

of the galaxy, without as well as within. The Angels of Dea=

are skilled in all manner of warfare, in every theatre of \\-a:

in every sryle of engagement. They toil endlessly within ther-

fortress monasteries and battle barges to prepare themselves ic'r

every possible combat scenario. As a result, the Space Marines

are adaptable in the extreme, capable of changing their tacri;r

at a moment's notice to overcome any situation. There are fen

threats more dangerous to a Heretic than a Space Marine.
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*30, Psyniscience (Per) +20.

Talents: Air of Authority, Crippling Strike, Crushing

Blow, Hatred (Daemons), Iron Discipline, Into the Jaws of
Hell, Lightning Attack, Nerves of Steel, Resistance (Psychic

Powers), Psy Rating 4, Swift Attack, True Grit.

Weapons: Anointed Plasma Pistol (Pistol; 4Om; S/2/-,
1d10+8; Pen 8; Clip 20; Rld 4 Full; Proven 4, Maximal,

Sanctified, Never Overheats), The Twice-Blessed Spear

(1d10+10 R, Pen 12, Balanced, Force, Sanctified).

Gear: 2 Plasma Pistol Clips, Sanctified Field (Field Rating

50, Overloads on a 01), Inquisitorial Rosette

Psychic Powers: Victoria Aldrich possess all of the psychic

powers from the Telekinesis Discipline (see page 225). In

addition, she possess the Nemesis Hammer Hand Psychic

Power.

Nemesis Hammer Hand: The Pysker hardens her muscles

and brings down the wrath of the God-Emperor of Mankind

in powerful strikes with her melee weaPon. This is a Psychic

Power that requires a Challenging (+0) Willpower Test,

requires a Half Action to maniFest and is a Free Action to

Sustain. While active, this power adds 4 to the Unnatural

Strength trait of any ally within 10 metres.

Inquisitorial Mandate: Harsh and powerful is the

Inquisition, and Victoria Aldrich wields that power as deftly
as she wields her spear. As a Free Action or Reaction she may

spend one Fate Point to al1ow all allies benefiting from her

Into the Jaws of Hell Talent to make an additional Attack

Action during their turn (they may still only make two Half
Actions or one Full Action).

XENoS
"something slunbered in the darkness of that world, sonething

abborrent, slmething ctndthema. That somahing has stined; that

sometbing has arisen..."

-Harda'al, of the Prophets of the Blighted Path

he galaxy is vast, and fi1led with far more life than

simply humans. Strange races walk beneath alien

suns, and terrible xenos assault the Imperium flrom

all sides. One might think that those who have forsake the

Imperium may make common cause with the xenos that

oppose it, however they would be wrong more often than

not. Capricious and unknowable are the ways of the xenos.

NECRONS
The Necrons are an immortal legion of metal soldiers,

the result of the vilest betrayal and a force of unmitigated

destruction. The Imperium as a whole is still ignorant to

the threat that looms beneath the surface of worlds dotting
the galaxy. These abominations have existed since before

mankind and even before the Eldar Empire; it is possible that

the Necrons predate any race living today. It is thought that

these metal soldiers act under the guidance of more powerful

forces and vague reports and pict-recordings have shown

enormous ethereal beings of godlike Power or tall, stern

Necrons bearing long staffs or wearing ragged cloaks.

Stories tell of an ancient race, desperate and dying, whi;r
made pacts with these god-beings to ensure their immortal:-
It is said that among the god-beings there was a peerl.:;
trickster, and through his machinations the dying peo:.:
were trapped in their immortal shells. Since that time. i::
race lay dormant on their tomb worlds, awaiting a time u hr:
they might once again rise to eminence. The few repc:::

which have circulated of attacks by these grave-silent legic:,:

depict a foe entirely without mercy or morality. They k-
without hesitation and few know the fate of the unforfuna::

victims who are taken alive. The Disciples of Chaos have lc:-
suspected a forgotten force slumbered beneath the surface ::
worlds scattered throughout the galaxy. To gain comma::
over the secrets of these ancient terrors, some Champic-
have delved into the silent tombs. None of these ambitic'-i
warriors have ever returned.

Scenen
The tiny worker drones of the Necron legions, these me--i

constructs swarm about the ranks of Necron foot-soidiers :
hovering carpet of living metal ready to rebuild their falie:
or reduce their foes to little more than slag. Carried alc::

on miniature anti-grav generators, Scarabs are made of r::
same living metal as the rest of their kind and, as a result, a::
incredibly resilient for their size. They constantly gather ar:
repair the fallen, including their fellow Scarabs. Combine:

with their incalculable numbers, this ensures that they are ;-
but impossible to permanently destroy. Their tiny mandibic:

contain a miniaturised disrupter field which they use to cai-':

their way through enemy armour and dismember their fall<,
comrades, that they might be reassembled easily. While rath.:
inconsequential individually, their sheer numbers make the::
a force to be feared on the battlefield, should they turn the::

attention from repairs.

Movement: 4/8/ l6/32
Armour: Machine Trait (4 All)

Skills: Stealth (Ag) +20.
Talents: Swift Attack

Wounds: r1,.

Total TB: l

Traits: Hoverer (4), Size (2), Machine ( ), Deadly Natura-

Weapons (Disruptor Field), Swarm.

Weapons: Disruptor Field (2d10+1 R; Pen ld5, Gauss).

Repairr Scarabs can swarm over Necrons, assisting theit

reconstruction efforts. Any Scarab Swarm may choose to

assist all Necrons within 8 metres in this way as a Full Actiou
raising the Necron's Regeneration Trait by +5.
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individual Warrior is shaped from some sort of self-repairing

metallic substance. This material, dubbed "living metal" in ofEcial

records, is entirely unknown outside the Necrons themselves.

This substance is capable of repairing even the most grievous

damage, given enough time, and it is not unknown for disabled

Necron soldiers to return to a functioning state several times

over the course of a single engagement. If entirely disabled, the

remains of a Necron construct phase from reality using some sort

of powerful teleportation technology. It is postulated that these

remains return to a safe location aboard a Necron Tomb Ship

for repairs. It is for this reason that no actual remains of Necron

technology have ever been found for study.

Another aspect ofNecron technology that has been heavily

speculated upon is their gauss weaponry. The mainstay weapons

technology ofthe Necrons, the gauss flayer and its derivatives,

use arcane sciences to magnetically strip their target of its
armour, flesh, and bone, one atom at a time. These horrific

devices leave no trace of their victims, literally vaporising them,

and work as well on the thick armour of vehicles, buildings,

and even bunkers as they do on human flesh devastating

weapons against which there is little protection.

Skills: Intimidate (S)+ 10, Logic 0nt)+20, Tech-Lr:
(Inr)+20.
Talents: Crack Shot.

Traits: Size (5), Machine (6), Unnatural Strength 1-=
Unnatural Toughness (+4), Regeneration 5.

Weapons: Gauss Flayer (Basic; 100m; ld10+8 E; Pe:. :

S/2/-;Clip ; Reload-; Gauss), Weapon Blade (1d1t-:
R; Pen 2; Unwieldy).

Tolrs Srerxnn
During their epochs-long dormanry the god-masters oi :--
Necrons left their sepulchres guarded by silent, tireless mach:.:.

Of these great engines, the most fearsome known to .",
unfortunate masses of mankind is the Tomb Stalker. The Tc: :
Stalker is an enormous mass of living-metal carapace teer:--i
with flashing legs and possessed of a murderous wi1l. Easih' :-,
size of a dozen men, this centipede-like construct makes us. -'
arcane phase-generators, allowing it to stalk the tomb-worli. :'
its slumbering lords, burrowing through solid ground. It uscs :
powerFul senses to trail its prey from miles away and cdh sirr:
the frenzied rhythm of a panicked heartbeat through hundr-:
of metres of solid stone. The Stalker's immense size combi:.:
with its narural capaciry for regeneration to create a ne --

indestructible creature. Even beyond the more common wJri:--
ofthe Necron legions, these insectoid creatures continue to thrr -

and fight with deadly ferocity despite damage or dismembenne :
The individuai segments of the killing-machine seem drau n : -

one another and will reconstitute themselves to reform the rvh:..

#

1i

Movement: 3/6/9/18
Armour: Machine Trait (6 A1l)

Wounds: 20 should they come back into contact

Total TB: 8
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(Per), Slight of Hand (Ag)+ 10, Stealth (Ag)+20.

Talents: Ambidextrous, Blade Dancer, Combat Master,

Hard Target, Leap Up, Lightning Attack, Lightning Reflexes,

Sidearms, Step Aside, Swift Attack, Two-Weapon Wielder

(Ranged, Melee).

Traits: Unnatural Agility (+3).

Weapons: Harlequin's Kiss (1d10+8 R; Pen 10; Tearing),

Shuriken Pistol (Pistol; 3Om; S/3/5; 1d10+2 R; Pen 4; Clip
40; Reload 2 Full; Razor Sharp; Reliable).

Flip Belt: The flip belt allows the user to manipulate gravity,

moving with astounding grace. The user ignores penalties for
Difficult Terrain and can reroll failed Dodge Tests.

Holo-suit: The holo-suit generates multiple images of the

user. This is treated as a Force Field with a field rating of 35

that cannot be overloaded.

SnenowsEER
Shadowseers are the dreaded psykers of the Harlequins,

specialists in manipulation, disorientation, and fear. During
performances, Shadowseers act as the storytellers ofthe troupe.

They take on the role of fate, subtly influencing the emotions

of the audience with their psychic abilities in order to engage

them in the experience fully. Their part in the Dance of Death

is little difFerent, though the purpose is far more sinister. They

make use of their psychic powers to terrify and disable their
foes and protect their own against attack.

It is said that the smooth, mirrored surfaces of the

featureless masks worn by Shadowseers reflect back the worst

nightmares of those who look into them. Psychic amplifiers

intensify this effect, preying on a victim's own fears to
incapacitate them. Shadowseers wield powerful hallucination

grenades, called creidann, which produce hellish visions in

the minds of those caught in their blasts. The Shadowseers

enhance these phantasms to reduce their adversaries to

trembling heaps, consumed by their own terror.

Beyond these simple pieces of equipment, Shadowseers

possess incredible psychic talents. They use these powers in

concert with their masks and creidann to dishearten their

foes completely, that they might be dispatched all the more

easily by the troupe. In addition, Shadowseers employ their
psychic might to augment the distracting and disorienting

nature of their troupe. The troupe's holo-suits are made a1l the

more potent by the Shadowseer's ability to confound their
opponents, projecting thousands more scintillating forms

about the band as they leap and dance across the battlefield.

Movement: 9/ 18/27 /52
Armour: Xenos Mesh (3 A1l)

Wounds: 28

Total TB: 4

Talents: Talents: Ambidextrous, Blade Dancer, Blademast<

Combat Master, Hard Target, Leap Up, Lightning Attacl
Lightning Reflexes, Psy Rating 8, Sidearms, Step Aside, S*=
Attack, Two-Weapon Wielder (Ranged, Melee), Warp Lock

Traits: Fear (2)i, Unnatural Agility (+4).

Weapons: Witchblade (1d10+14; Pen 8; Power FieE

Balanced, gains Pen equal to Shadowseer's base Psy Rating

4 Creidann (Thrown; l2m; S/-/-; -; Pen 0; Clip l; Bia*o;

[5], Hallucinogenic [4]).
Equipment: Rune stones.

Psychic Powers: The Shadowseer is a prodigious psyker ar--:

knows all powers from the Telepathy, Divination, and Telekines:-.

Powers found on pages 223-228. In addition, the Shadowses

knows the Veil of Tears Psychic Power as noted below

Veil of Tears: This is a psychic power with the subtype oi
Concentration. It requires an Ordinary (+10) Willpower
Test to manifest, and may be manifested and sustained as a Frec

Action. While this power is active, any enemies wishing to make

a ranged attack or ranged Psychic Attack at the Shadowseer or

any ally within a radius equal to the power's Psy Rating mus

pass a Very Hard (-30) Awareness Test. If they fail, they mus

still attack but their shots go wild and miss completely (ther

cannot hit no matter what they roll). This power may not be

Pushed, but using it never generates Psychic Phenomena.

Flip Belt: The flip belt allows the user to manipulate graviry

moving with astounding grace. The user ignores penalties for
Difficult Terrain and can reroll failed Dodge Tests.

Holo-suit: The holo-suit generates multiple images of the

user. This is treated as a Force Field with a field rating of 35

that cannot be overloaded.

fThe Fear Trait on\ affects those in melee with the Shadottseer,

Skills: Acrobatics (Ag)+20, Athletics (S)+10, Awareness (Per),

Charm (Fel)+10, Command (Fel), Deceive (Fel)+20, Dodge

{Ag)+20, Forbidden Lore (Daemonology) (lnQ+20, Parry (WS),

Serutiny (Per), Slight of Hand (Ag)+20, Stealth (Ag)+20.
does not take ffict if for some reaon the tdrget cdnnqt
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Movement: 8/16/24/48
Armour: None

When viewed up close, the face of a Mandrake is a

smooth slate, which only occasionally manifests a pair of eyes or

a mouth, each burning with cold light from within. Wreathed in

a rime of frost, the otherworldly creatures are able to channel this

cold fire to wrack their foes with iry blasts. In battle, these beings

ofdarkness wield hellish cleavers, serrated blades, and sickles, the

nrsty armaments of a daemonic butcher.

These beings of ineffable darkness work alongside the

Dark Eldar under pacts of loyalty and service sworn between

themselves and the Kabal's Archon, in exchange for payments of
slaves or other, more esoteric costs. A Mandrake may ask For a

shadow a heartbeat, or a tnre name as payment. While they are

notorious liars and betrayers, few Archons fail to honour their

pacts with the Mandrakes, as it is believed that the tattered skins

the Mandrakes wear about their legs are the flayed flesh of those

who have broken faith with them. The Dark Eldar tell tales of
Mandrakes clawing their way through the shadows of the living

to enter reality and drag their victims back to their dark hell.

followers to guard him in battle. For those in power, there is only

one recourse for protection beyond their own personal skill: the

peerless warriors known as Incubi. Loyal only to their own caste.

these cold killers have no need for political manoeuvring and

advancement. The Incubi are paragons of martial skill, trained

in every possible form of melee weapon, though unwavering in

their preference of the klaive, a brutal weapon of perfect form

and balance. Only the Klaivex, the most skilled members of their

caste, deviate from their dedication to the klaive, and even these

wield a variation of the exemplar blade. These demi-klaives are

a matched pair of blades, which can be used separately or linked

together to form a truly massive blade. The Klaivex may also cary
a bloodstone, an artefact forged from the shattered soulstone of
an Eldar Exarch, brutally stripped from a vanquished foe.

Incubi master the art of death for one simple reason: killing.
Murder is the only thing that drives the Incubi, as their lust

for death has overcome all other thirsts, even their need for
pain and misery. Their dedication to martial excellence is only

a means to an end, and they have no feverence or respect for

it as an ideal; it is merely the tool with which they harvest

their crop of fallen adversaries.

Movement: 8/ l6/24/48
Wounds: 23

Armour: Incubus Warsuit (8 All)
Total TB:4

Skills: Acrobatics (Ag), Awareness (Per).

Command (Fel), Deceive (Fel), Dodge

(Ag) +10, Intimidate (S), Parry (WS)+10.
Scrutiny (Per), Slight of Hand (Ag), Stealth

(ag)
Talents: Ambidextrous, Blademaster,

Combat Masteq Counter Attack,

Crippling Strike, Disarm, Hammer

Blow, Hard Target, Leap Up, Lightning
Reflexes, Pity the Weak, Sure Strike,

Swift Attack.

Traits: Unnatural Agility (+3).

Weapons: Klaive (1d10+12 E, Pen 8,

Power Field,). If one of the Incubi is

the Klaivex (a squad leader), he may be

armed with two Demi-Klaives (ld10+8
E; Pen 6; Power Field) which can be

joined together to form a nvo-handed
weapon (1d10+16 E; Pen 8; Unwieldy,

Power Field) and a Bloodstone (Basic; 10m;

1d10+3 E; Pen 7; Spray).

Wounds: 18

Total TB: 3

Skills: Acrobatics (Ag), Awareness (Per), Command (Fel),

Deceive (Fel), Dodge (Ag)+20, Intimidate (S), Parry (WS)+ 10,

Scrutiny (Per), Slight of Hand (Ag), Stealth (Ag)+10.

Talents: Combat Master, Hard Target, Leap Up, Lightning

Reflexes, Pity the Weak, Swift Attack.

Traits: Phase, Unnatural Agility (+3), Unnatural

Strength (+2)
Weapons: Sickle Blade (1d10+9 R, Pen 3,

Razor Sharp, Tearing).

Balefire: Mandrakes have the power to

syphon their enemy's life force to empower

their own fell arcane prowesses. If a Mandrake

has killed a sentient creature within the past

24 hours, they may use their Balefire attack.

Balefire is a ranged weapon with the following
profile (Basic; 5Om; S/3/-: ld10+6 E; Pen

4; Clip -; Reload -; Flaming). In addition,

the pseudo-living flames of the balefire force any

target struck by it to make a Pinning Test. lf they

would already be forced to make a Pinning Test, the

difficulty increases by 10.

INcusus
Among the Dark Eldaq an Archon holds his position

only by his ability to defend it; loyalty and trust

are entirely alien concepts. The only sure way to

ascend the ranks of the Dark Eldar hierarchy is to

assassinate the one who holds the position above

you. As such, no Archon would dare trust his own
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And so thel ducended, the Daemon Gods. Thel gathered warped

metalsfrom the battlefields of Nbsen with uhicb to shape hisflesh.

Tbel procuredJlamefrom theftnerary pye to gite btn lfe. But, in

their infinite asdom, thel gathereci the fruit of tbe Tree of Demitre,

that whicb all man couets, and placed ir where otherwbe would be a

heart, that he na1 desire dominion over the souls of man. . . "

-The birth of Tor lrom the Torestus, author unknown

alse Prophets is a short adventure to unify a newly

formed group of Heretics and bring them together.

Within the Screaming Vortex is the world oF Kymerus.

A veritable wasteland, Kymerus is known for its intense

temperatures, continent-sized, wind-scoured plateaux, and

lifeless landscapes. Be side s the breathable aiq Kymerus

contains few leatures that encourage life.

Here, many years ago, the vessel Light of Ascension came lo

its final rest after being battered by the storms oF the Halo

Margins. Why it escaped from certain destructiot.t in the grips of
the storms, none can say. Those corpses found in the wreckage

displayed visages ofsuch pain and despair that the Acolytes of
Tzeentch who live on Kymerus named the place defi1ed and

erected a temple upon the ruins-the Temple of Lies.

In False Prophets, the Heretics arrive at the temple, on invitation,

to receive a reading of their destiny from the temple's Mendacious

Oracle, the infamous Renkard Copax. After ascending the

labyrinthine central tower (perhaps taking a moment to explore a

lore-hlled chamber on the way), Rer.rkard receives them. He asks

strange questions of the Heretics to ensure that his predictions

are correct and concern them directly. When satisfied, rather

than dispensing his prophetic visions to the Heretics, he instead

delivers them into the hands of a detachment of deadly warriors

and psykers his invitation to the temple is a trap If they sur.live,

the Hcretics must escape the Temple and find Copax, confronting

him as he meets with powers more deadly than even him. Should

they defeat Copax, they can make their way to Carrion Corpse,

the planet's one space port and the Heretic's only hope to escape

Kymerus, before making way toward new adventures.

This short adventure provides Game Masters with a means

to unify-if tenuously-an otherwise disparate group of
individuals through a shared destiny oF galaxy-shaking

importance. Additionally, False Propl.rets has leading material

for future adventures ideal for a long running campaign but

that can be easily modified or outright changed to suit other

ideas GMs might have. Before running False Prophets, GMs

should prepare with an eye toward certain factors. The design

ofthis particular adventure leaves abundant space for Heretics

of every kind to shine as individuals. GMs should get to know
the backgrounds of each of the Heretics and their past as a

group (if they have one) in order to fill in what the Torestus

has to say about their destiny.

ince its founding, the Temple of Lies serves as :
repository of truths, a site for supplicants seeking

favour from the God of Change and Master of Sorcer"

and a bastion for those in search of knowledge beyoni
mundane grasp. The land encompassing the base of th.
Temple embraces its sacred sights: the warped metal holi:
of the destroyed Li,gbt of Ascension scattered across miles o:

foothills and the preserved remains of the unfortunate cre\"'

both of which serye as shrines and occasional living quarteis

for temple functionaries. Built upon the largest portion of th.
wreckage are the main halls of the temple itself, a structure oa

twisting metal encircled by Screamer-drawn chariots.

Within, vast stores of knowledge filI shelf after shelf ir-.

cold, voluminous chambers, lightly populated with studio';
devotees and servitor caretakers. Tomes and data slates oi--

various ar.rd sundry topics enlighten scholars within tht
labyrinthine tower, organised in such an unintelligible ua'.

that it requires an experienced guide to find anything. O:

note is the Akrinus Chamber, named for the founder of th.
temple itselfl, where the most valuable texts are stored. Among

them are tomes of stories, few with any reference to historica-

context, that are thought to have prophetic value and are onl'.

ever examined by special guests and the temple's masters. As

a rule, the higher a chamber is positior.red within the templc'

the more important the content hoarded therein and therefor.
the more tightly it is secured. Beyond the lowest sections o:

the Temple, special permissions must be granted for explorers

to gain access to the vast stores of information.

TEMPLE LAYOUT
Surrounding the temple, reaching five kilometres in even

direction away from the tower at its centre, is an arid and

wreckage-strewn wasteland known simply as the templc

gardens. Devoid ofall but the hardiest plant life, the place can

hardly qualify as a garden. Left in much the same condition
as when it came to rest, the temple ordered sections oi
metal pealed away from the hunks of wreckage that make

up its frame to serye as entrances when the damage fron
the landing did not create openings on its own. Rarely seen

patrolling the gardens (and then only at a distance) are strange.

amorphous guardians wrought from daemomic flame. Their
twisted visage is enough to make even a man seasoned in the

mysteries oFthe warp cringe and, thus, even as they choose to

remain unseen, a wise man behaves himself in order to avoid

a potential encounter.

The gates at the entrance to the temple grounds are

immense steel monstrosities, towering over even the tallest

who enter. Like the barrier that surrounds the garden itself
the gates are composed ofa series ofvertical bars covered in

woody, dead vines. The barrier stands fifty feet tall, but at the

top of each bar is a wicked spike to deter trespassers from

getting in too easily. Six guards make up the daytime gate

watch, reduced to two in the evening hours.



alet uo aApI1 'ueasun lar{ slua.La esol;l Jo spaap rear8 JIeI{l JoJ

parou laqlaq/r\ 'a1te:g q8rg s,eldrual aql Jo suolsl^ rrlaqdo;d

aqr Jalua selnlnJ asoq. A uau esogl 'asod;nd Jelnf,e:o aJEJ e el;as

or aurol seq aldual eql 'uolDrulsuol sll JoUE solJn-lual aql ul

fl soituod s(lITiII ItrI trHI

:eop daal ol Pall^ulun agl uJB,^A ol qSnoua

auole a:uasa:d:raqt 'eydruat eql3o fuaqdr.rad aql loled suoruaeP

:2ssal Punoq ,{leuorlrppy 'arueJaP s,aldruol arJl Jo lualuole

:JusapuEp pue 1e;8a1ur ue uraql 8uryeru 'se^lesuleq] slelelaJel

lj?r{l lrou Surqtou se;eadde slEnPI^lPuI asaql srule s,aldrual oqr

o: :r:aqtrdrur{s rou JI 'u8ruoq aJE suot}ualul JIoLII leqr alnsul o]

srollsr.\Jo spulu aql Surqud 'aldrual al{lJo sassaf,al Pa,uoPEIJs

:'ir rnoqe leals 'soItIIIqe rrqledalar qlrm s.ra1t{sd anSo; soeql

'sr.rarqr-p:l"tr i{luuonrppy qJtueezlJo utu8tsut aqt Suuraq pue

aDrur,uas ol Punog sJoIJJElr\ PeJnouJE PuE PaIulE 'aldu:ar aqr

:::oqBno:qt sa8ussed3o ezew eql lo;led suetp;en8 leuorsulg
'se:r1da.r ssalqlro,t qtr.r,r parulda.r uaql Peq seq aq 'pauueld

s:ij alltsro q8rg aqt leql a8eu;er aql PIue slxel Perles eql

!s:r ueql raqreu sa^laqs aueSo.ld sll uI Pesnoq Llleurou asoql

:,lu aJts iuasa:d ,{1tua.r.rnr seuot eqlJo lsoul-sJlla:aH eql ol

-.:.!oulun-lnq 'stxot palf,Es lsoru s,alduat oql saJols uoo;

..-: .iilrru:oN Surulq8rl lEaI{ Pue sPnolr qll^ palatrnp Lls

: c''.1:1ea,rat auot sse13 e Lg padder sI uoo; aql sauol Jo

:!'r::s PuE 's:appeldats 'salqur 's8n.l p 
^etrc 

snouoqdorel e

--'::.'.\ palr,\of sI uloor slt]l Jo lool] eql leqLuBtlS snuIJIV

-r'*.r orur pue Sulltat aqt q8nolqt dn Sulpeal loop de'll

:'i-urs r res sI srttts Jo raquegf, aqt .;o dol d,lar' agt ly
'slle.^ ratno s,aydruat eql PUe sJIEISJo lequuq3 eql

-i::i\iaq a:edsgo a:taru r(;a,ta 11g ot a8euuu IIIIs arolJo sluoor

,{ri.

'Japro ro rr3o1 tnoqtrm slle,t.r eql ssorf,P Parallers eq ol

sroop aql q8noql 'a8etuep qrns 8uurcda:3o

salertldruor dluo a;ruraltque SutsnSuor eql PUB aiqlssatrf,eg't"

slooP arrros a,real sr{e.r,utels pasde11o3 'uolB sJIE}s aql Ploq

leqr sl3eru paur*eds-d.le.,rr eues aql q8no;ql sallesuoql

srrets aql dg .rre-pru ul PIaq a;e 'sasel auos uI to slle4 aql

qlr^\ ]aeu sJlels eql JaAalaq, A .readde a.lo1 Jo stuoolalols

snorrel eql or s^c.l^rooP rPuelsul 'sroog sryPI alduat aq1
'spua uao Jleql JoJ ,(e:1se sltla;a11 Peal seullauos

pue s;adsrqm tuEIIgIs ul leads oq.tr. sa;n8g Palleqqrunq '.Pogor

:seprn8 s,aldtuat aqt uo ,{yar tsnru srltaraH el{l 'asl^uaqlo 'o1v\]

Jo lnf,l;oqs e asIJouIJuI uola PuE u,la.o slrl uo ]t ele8trreu ol.Ia1Y\ol

eql qtr.^ TEIIIIUEJ ,{ltualrg3ns auof,oq lq8lu llloreH e 'a.lo1dxa

ot uopee{ eqt pue ault Jo lunorue luergtu8rs E qll A

'SutuatuorstP dy.raun lr PUU uer uralll lle,^ oq./'r

asoql 'u/,lop aprsdn Surdool :o sr{e,r,r.apts 8ur1p;rds 'srrsdqd3o

s,/\\el aql ,(ago ua,ta lou op sr{u,r,ute}s aLIIJO aUIoS'JO,^ ol aq}Jo

suorlJas luoleJ3rp o] stnrl.roqs Surpl,ro.rd 'sllels lueJeJJIP uaa \la9

suorsrllor ueppns ot sPeol a;nlrnrls Pellou>l Jlloeqr aq1 i(1aal3

Purly\ ro 1e-Itds s.raqlo allq,^ 'llB/!\ e ,{g papolq uaq^\ uollf,orlP

leqloue ul Sutu;nl ,{luappns 'sauolra(ell lg8re.rts uI Puef,se

auos 'uloo.I aqt IIU srlets padeue-Llulopue:3o slq31g 'xade slt

le lurod u o1 ,{1;uau seulof, laguet{J eq} 'eseq s}I le a;lauolry

-;auenb V 
'sJIEtS 

Jo lequel{3 eql-tuooJ IeJIuor esuawul uB

sa8;arua qrlq,^ Jo Pua eqt tE IIEII l;otls e s)le,l.r Ja^\ol PaseqeP

oql ruo{ a8pa1.r,rou1 ,l.rerp ol ,blunuoddo aql qll^\ pe8al,u-rd

aelr^ul eJEr aqt 'sale8 aqt puodag 'eJeqt PloloroJ ero,^A salullsaP

asoqa asoql 3o sa8est,r PuE sPaaP aql 3o salnrdlnls Puu

sBurlured qtI^\ pateloreP Pue 'lleq aruErlua ue sE Pelf,nllsuoraJ
'peDn8 ,r,rou 'a8pr.rq pueruuoJ E sP PaAJas af,uo leql ruool

a8rel e olut uado .ro,r,ro1 aldrual aql 3o sareS uIEUI eql

-6- { \ "-

3a

il
f'

:f;
1l

li

{:

s
I

: .";, _ ll

::- :.-:_
r.!i;. j
'. .:.i
t'\

"Lt -:_:

": :--_--_J
r;: -_: -: - .-.---;.

5.
Irr-:_-r:,a - :

"++,iiJO



f
b{

:lij-j

occasions been invited to the bowels of the temple to receive

knowledge of the future and their place in it. These invitations

draw the attention of powerful forces ar.rd individuals, sometimes

leading to opportuniry and sometimes to adversity. Regardless,

once such an invitation has been sent, the recipient's name

spreads across the Screaming Vortex. In addition to possible

assassination attempts and conflicts, a number of interests may

freely provide shelter, transportation, supplies, and protection

to such individuals; although such gifts are oflfered with the

understanding that a return favour is in order Only invited

guests may receive the attention of the temple's oracle, although

this has not stopped many pilgrims from trying.

Tt-tE GIII's tsRlen
he following is a brief summary of the plot of False

Prophets, plus the plot and background ofthe adventure

that has happened before the Heretics get involved.

THE STORYTHUS FAR...
High Oracle Renkard Copax administers the temple's

business indirectly through a legion of functionaries and

underlings. His chief ceremonial duty is to dispense prophetic
proclamations as they come to him in his studies of the texts

within the Akrinus Chamber. These proclamations are few

and far between at best; his arcane studies require lorging
conflections between the content of seemingly unrelated

tomes and painstaking research to distinguish which terrs

are purely fictional and which contain enough truth to be

useful. While channelling the warp with psychic power anc

anchoring his mind in these texts, visions present themselvc-.

as portals to the future. These visions contain both direc:

images of real people and events as well as metaphors dra* l
from the anchoring texts themselves.

Copax recently sent missives to the Heretics. An ancien:

tome, once discarded as mere fiction, came to Copax's attention

and upon considering it, he received a vision: he foresaw an

event of revolutionary but cataclysmic proportions. Unknou'n
to the Heretics, he has summoned them, not to divulge their
place in the future of the Screaming Vortex, but instead to alter

the course o[ history by destroying them before this prophec'
can be fulfilled. Wishing to prevent any mishap by sendins

assassins and potentially losing track o[ his marks, he has

chosen to summon them directly into the temple where he

can be sure they are properly taken care of. Though renowneC

for his wisdom, Copax may have underestimated the Heretics.

Noq his overreaching hubris may prove his downfali.
The tome from which this prophecy was derived is called

the Torestus, an epic saga detailing the life of Tor, a half-god
hero, and his trials to save his people. Tor's adventures lead to

political upheaval and revolutionary change. Analogous events

relevant to the Screaming Vortex and the mystical visions it
inspired set the Mendacious Oracle on edge. He believes that

the current era is drawing to an end and that the Heretics
have a place in the coming times of change and upheaval.

Additionally, his prophecy has shown his own dowtf.alle&d

$

?
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FrNn D*aox's Tnrno Tnreusn oN
MerrEns Renn (Psvxnn, SoncpnrR, oR
Aposrers Cnenecrnn Hoox)
Over ten thousand years ago, a man now only known as Damot-t

wrote the theoretical treatise on psychic matters of his time,

Damon\ Thtrd Trets on Mattos Rare. Access to the remnants of the

tome require a chaperone and a special invitation to one of the

highest chambers of the Temple of Lies. Even then, some portions

of it remain off limits to any other than the templc's highest

magisters, barred from even the most important of guests.

A missive arrives-the Mendacious Oracle's invitatior.r-hand-

delivered by a demagogue named Onaeus the Strange. Perhaps

a bit overly formal, Onaeus appears no stranger than any other

cultist of the God of Change. He answers any of the Heretics'

questions though provides only mundane details such as the

location of the temple, the name of the Mendacious Oracle, and,

of course, the importance of the invitation. It just so happens that

an invitation of this nature provides access to the chamber where

the text is stored. Upon receiving this invitation, a successful

Routine (+20) Scholastic Lore (Archaic, Legend, Occult,
or Philosophy) Test or a Routine (+20) Forbidden Lore
(Daemonology, Heresy, Mutants, Psykers, or Xenos)

Test allows the Heretic to "remember" that this rare grimoire is

rumoured to exist in the Temple. The GM should emphasize that

this is incredibly valuable and something the Heretic would like

to take for himself, Read aloud or paraphrase the following,

A robedfgure approacbes 1ou a though be aet'e afamiliarf"iend

and nods pleasant\. "I am most pleased to rnakelott acquaintance,

I am Onazusfron the Tenple of Lia. I realise this is d mlst strdnse

ocao-rence, but I mut deliwr )ou this nessdgef om nry mate4 the

Mendacious Oracle Renkard Copax. Do oblige us and accept." He

hands yu a small mlssive, sealed in dark red, crusted aax.

Tertiary Goal: Steal the remains of Damon's Third Treatise.

A Heretic who successfully does so receives 2 Infamy and

250 Experience.

Drsrnov Drsprcesr,E SoRcERY
(Knonxr Cnenecrnn Hoor)
The Heretic receives the invitation from a lowly coward of
a demagogue, Tristam Denieri. He fears the recipient of the

missive and would prefer to move on as quickly as possible. He

uses contempt and sarcasm as a means to cover his insecurity

in the Heretic's presence. Once the invitation is delivered and

the Heretic's questions have been answered, Denieri arranges

for the trip to Kymerus. Read the following:

A short, sniuellingnan with a nose nor unlike a swine's approaches

yu. He looks hardj up to the tak to speak with yu tn rhe wa1

he gathers his robes in sweatl palns and grits hx teah. "It s to m1

dismal that rn1 stdtiln in ltfe leads me to the task of en"and bo1 but

as I am sure a person likelou must undervand, I have little choice,"

he sneers. "The master of the Temple of Lia bids rne giue yu tbis,"

he hands ltou a missive sealed in dark red, cnriled wax.

Either the Heretic himself remembers (or perhaps an allr

informs him) that the temple houses a number of artefacts

some of significant value. One such artefact, Damon\ Thir:
Treatise on Matters Rare, would surely win the Heretic a name i:-

history as well as strike a blow against the cowardly, weaklir:E

followers of Tzeentch.

Tertiary Goal: Destroy the treatise. This objective may tak.
longer than the adventure itself, especially if another Hereti;
has taken it for himselL Once successful however, the Hereti.-

receives 2 Infamy and 250 Experience.

Secnm Fusn (Nuncrn
Cnanecrrn Hoox)
The sole privilege to study the twisted flesh of the crew of th-
Ltght of Ascensioii has been left in the hands of the minions o:

Tzeentch. An interested party, the daemon-possessed savan:

Gresh, recently learned that the Mendacious Oracie of tl.:t
Temple of Lies has sent an invitation to a devotee of Nurgit
ar.rd approaches that Heretic in hopes of hiring him to secur.

a sample or two of the tainted Imperial flesh stored on displa'.'

in the ternple's garden shrines. Past attempts to secure such i
sample have failed. Gresh is known as the Plaguehunter o:

the infamous Vorxec Calvarius (see page 342), and believes

the flesh is something he could bring to his master. Giver.

the Heretic's potential as a man of destiny in the Screaming

Vortex, the Gresh has decided to give it another try.

The temple's invitation is delivered by Elika The See:

(see the read-aloud text from the "Invitation to Greatness

section). She approaches and invites them. At a later poinr

when the Heretic finds himself alone, Gresh approaches hirn.

Read aloud or paraphrase the following:

Tertiary Goal: Attain and deliver a sample of twisted
flesh to Gresh. If successful, the Heretic receives 2Infamy and

200 Experience, as well as a favour from a powerful warband

leader in the Screaming Vortex (which is partially where the

Infamy comes from).

,ltr+-

The air around 1ou suddenfu chills and yu catch the whtlf of rot

and deca1. A hunched fgure in tattered robes steps out from tht

nearbl shadows, shadows 1ou could have sworn held nothing

The fgure hol& up its hanfu. "Pledse, mdsto', I mun 1ou no

ham." When it speaks, it sounds as if nuo mluths dre spwking ar

alnost the same time and, when it raisa its head,1ou see wlry. Under

the hood is an eldet'$ nan, with anotha'face grown into the side of hls

head and neck. Theface apes his speech in a higb pirched uoice.

"I am Gresh, emissarl of the Dread Calvarius. I haue learned

)ou dre trauelling to tbe Tentple of Lies. Whik 10u dre there, I
was wondering if 1ou would be interested in canling out a task.?

M1 master would be...nost grateful."
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however, though he shows a preference for the younger

among them and treats the others with outright disdain

when he knows he can get away with it. The pon offers

no other accommodations and, given the extreme nature of
the environment, most elect to stick it out at the lift barge

regardless ofthe way they are treated.

A CnenENGE oF ARMS
(OrrroNer ENcouNrrn)
The Heretics' arrival in the Carrion Corpse does not go unnoticed

and, once they are settled, the GM can use this encounter to

reinforce the lawless and chaotic narure of the Screaming Vortex,

as well as the inhabitants'worship of the Ruinous Powers.

A warrior who calls himself the Disciple of Crox lives just

outside Carrion Corpse, scratching a meagre existence in the

barrens of Kymerus. So blessed with the Gifts of the Blood God

Khorne that he is barely human, he wanders the world seeking

fellow warriors to challenge to single combat. Thus far, he has

not been bested, and he dedicates each kill to Khorne. He is a

wandering berserker without the sanity to leave this planet.

Nov4 having seen the shuttle land at Carrion Corpse, he travels

into town to seek a new foe. The locals have learned to avoid the

Disciple, and his own code of honour means he does not kill
those who do not accept his challenge. Howeveq the Heretics

may be another matter.

From outside of the barge, yu hear a roaring bellow, echoing around

Canion Cotpse. "I am the Disciple of Crox," a deep uoice shouts.

"Who will challenge a champion of the Lord of Skulls?"

Looking outside, 1ou see a massive giant of a man, clad in

plates of ceramite armour heauij caked in blood and duv. His

face is hidden behind a veel mask, worked into the snarling visage

of a dog He canies lne u)edpon: a long, two-handed chainaxe.

Afer a long noment, the gidnt shouts again. "I am the Disciple

of Croxl Who will challenge a champion of the Lord of Skulls?"

The Disciple remains outside the tavern for the entire

night, shouting his challenge. If none answer by that point,

he gives up and wanders away (the tavern's patrons inlorm
the Heretics of this). However, the Heretics may decide to

answer the Disciple's challenge.

The guidelines of the challenge are simple. Single combat,

melee weapons only and no quarter given. The profile for the

Disciple is provided on page 390:

If a devotee of Khorne, Nurgle, or an unaligned Heretic

challenges and defeats the Disciple, they gain + 1 Infamy The

Disciple is well known on Kymerus and beyond (via the supply

ships that regularly stop here) and such a feat earns respect.

Ifa devotee ofslaanesh or Tzeentch challenges and defeats the

Disciple, they gain + 1 Infamy and +2 Corruption Points, as their

dark patron delights in the slaying of a rival's champion.

However, if the Heretics attack the Disciple en masse, or try
to kill him with ranged weaponry or offensive psychic powers,

the Disciple goes berserk and tries to kill as many of them as

possible before falling. The Heretics gain no Infamy and, in fact,

gain +2 Corruption Points due to Khorne's disfavour. This counts

as eaming Corruption Points through a Failing.

TO THE TEMPLE
oF Lrus

Y Yntil the Mendacious Oracle summons the Hereticr

I I ,fr.v have full and free access to the temple's dark

\J tiOr.ri.s, shrines, and attendants. This is a rare gitr.

an honour accorded only to individuals of high stature

and power within the Vortex (the Heretics being some c:
these individuals). A half-track groundcar operated by :
surly individual named Orick takes them back and fonl:
from the temple and its garden of shrines. Unlike those feu-

malcontents who live at Carrion Corpse, he is a servant of the

Temple and has even travelled a bit around the Screaming

Vortex. He despises the temple's atmosphere and prefers the

company of the locals to the demagogues, library servitors

and faceless guards that haunt the place, and relates best with
those who tell tales of battle and stellar travel to dry talk

and dusty archives. When not carting the elite back and fonl'l

between Carrion Corpse and the temple, he brings supplies

slaves, and the occasional sacrifice to the Temple.

Orick may prove to be a potent ally of the Heretics

towards the end of the adventure. Orick lets on that he wouli
like to lead another life but feels burdened by his work on

Kymerus and is unable to raise the necessary funds to board a

ship and leave for good. The Mendacious Oracle's dominance

and eccentric tastes takes its toll on Orick's spirits. This mar-

prove useful at the adventure's climax.

Orick, like the port's inhabitants, is aware that the Heretics

have been summoned for the Mendacious Oracle to read thern

their fate. He can provide cautionary tales to dissuade thern

from snooping around where they don't belong-namelv
the Akrinus Chamber prior to being called in by Renkarci

Copax. He serves as a good source of information regarding

the temple's defences (see The Temple of Lies section above

for more details) and might volunteer that information to

someone willing to reward him with an interesting story or

two. Furthermore, he is very familiar with the gardens and

shrines around the temple itself and suggests the Heretics visit

what he terms "the preservatories," where the remains of the

Light of Ascension's crew are kept.

The Heretics trip to the Temple is uneventful, unless the

GM wishes to add in the Death on Small Wings encounter.

DEern oN SMAn S7rwcs
(OrrroNer ENcounrEn)
This encounter is designed to be added almost anywhere in the

first part ofthe adventure, but is likely best used the first time the

Heretics travel to the Tempie of Lies. At the GM's discretion, it can

either be a brief but memorable combat encounter to emphasise

the bizarre nature of the worlds in the Screaming Vortex, or it
can be one facet of the Mendacious Oracle's plots.

When the Light of Ascension crashed, most aboard died.

Some, however, did not. Among them were the majoriry of
the ship's sizeable Cherub population. The tiny mechanical

minions swarmed from the wreck, into the wilds of $y1.49rud ,
Through means unknown, their population has s@

r"f+
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of having to navigate the labyrinthine stairs themselves may

make a Very Hard (-30) Awareness or a Difficult (-10)
Navigation Ground Test. Success allows them to navigate

the Chamber without a guide, getting where they want to

go. Furthermore, Heretics trained in the Psyniscience skill

may make an Ordinary (+10) Psyniscience Test to reveal

infrequent attempts to probe visitors' minds for ill intent.

If the Heretic is attempting to take something or destroy

something in the libraries, he should make a Hard (-20)
Willpower Test, opposed by a Challenging (*O) Psyniscience

Test by the Temple Psyker. If he is aware of the psyker's intrusion

(i.e., via a successful Psyniscience Test of his own) the Willpower

Test becomes Ordinary (+10) instead. If the Heretic wins, his

thoughts and intentions are hidden from the psyker. If he loses,

his plots are revealed. Guards follow the Heretic and noticeably

hold him in suspicion. This is done to dissuade him from causing

trouble whilst not discouraging him from remaining long enough

to meet with the Mendacious Oracle. If the Heretic attempts to

vandalise, steal, or otherwise harm the temple's properry the

Inevitable Guards interfere and kill (or at least imprison) him.

Successfully detecting the mental probes allows the Heretic

to subvert them and, if he wishes, subvert attemPts to probe

the minds of his allies as well. Only one success is necessary,

even when crossing the path of other temple psykers-the
probes are neither potent nor subtle, and their prevention is

quite easy as long as one is aware they are at work'

Each individual chamber is a repository of forbidden and

lost knowledge dedicated to a specific set of topics ranging

from bestiaries and medicae libraries to asteroid geology,

daemonology, and Imperial history. Knowledge concerning

most any subject lurks here on a shelf or left on one of the

various crystalline plinths that strech across the centre of the

room. Each room is guarded, two armed men at the door, and

attended by at least one temple official. No space is spared and

walls are covered from floor to ceiling with texts and more;

floor space equally well covered with tables, chairs, carts, and

servitors who perform menial tasks. Depending on the nature

of the room, more than tomes may be found. For instance,

there are rooms full of voidmaps and anatomical specimens

alongside tomes on geography and anatomy. Though the

rooms are arranged in some arcane order, their portals bear

no marks to distinguish them. The rooms also shiFt and warp

subtly, and if one tarries on a room too long, they may look

up to find the layout completely different than before.

THE SUMMONS
At a point convenient for the GM, the Mendacious Oracle

summons the Heretics to the Akrinus Chamber through his

demagogue, Elika the Seer. She collects them one by one if
necessary, requesting that they interrupt their activities in the

temple and make haste, for the Mendacious Oracle is not a',

patient man. On the way up, she explains how honoured t!F.$':iE,-
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Of course, these "other guests' ,r. ..turliy the Prophets

of the Blighted Path. Copax now knows his time has run

out-he must spring his trap and dispose of the Heretics,

while he goes to deal with the Word Bearers.

Trrr CoNvERSArrox DrEs
The Mendacious Oracle smiles upon deciding that the

information he gathered sufficiently identifies the Heretics as

the men he seeks. He thanks them for their time and tells them

that he is ready to provide an explanation and the Foretelling

they have been promised. He closes the tome after reading a

line or two. Read thc following'

The Motdaciots Oracle gathers strE hairs behind his ear witb a

fungus infeuedfngemail and begirs to laugb, atfrst a chuckle and

then uproariots$. "Fools!" he laughs at yu, and tbnss bis open

hands into the ai4 garuring toward the stotm-ridden slg. Tbe glas

uiling sbatters, sending shards out into the uind as chariots pulled lry

rEJike morrtrositiu wheel werhead. In the same instdnce, Clpdx

makes a uiciotts swiping motion dowmuards aith hb outstretched

fnga drau,tng a glowing line in mid-air. He steps behind tbe line,

uanbhing a if the line represents some invisible cotner. In hb wake,

d clmplete, unnarural silnce blankets the roon.

From overhead, a number of men leap into the room as

the Screamer chariots pass close by The five guards and two

psykers (plus one additional guard per Heretic in the group)

intend this battle to go quickly and smoothly without attracting

the attention of others in the tower. Regardless of what they

intend, the guards do not get the massacre they are looking

for, but give the Heretics a good fight. Using his sorcery, the

Mendacious Oracle puts a barrier against sound up, deadening

all noise within the Akrinus Chamber. The chamber is thirty
metres in diameter, leaving plenty of space for everyone to

manoeuvre. The periphery is lined with tome-shelves that

extend out sideways into the room like the spokes on a wheel.

Tables can be flipped for cover and offer some protection as

they are heavy and made of rwisted metal (a more common

element on a world nearly bereft ofwood). The GM should use

the Cursed Oracle profile on page 160 for the Temple Psyker.

The Inevitable Guard profiles are provided on page 391.

As the battle rages, wind whips around the exposed room,

tossing tomes and knocking people about. However, the

battle is completely silent. Copax's charm against sound stills

any noise generated within the room. The Screamers continue

to fly overhead, letting out terrifying screeches, but these are

the only sounds audible.

The silence imposes a -20 penalry to all Awareness Tests and,

at the GM's discretion, Talents like Heightened Senses (Hearing)

do not provide their usual benefits. In addition, if the GM feels

it will not unduly frustrate his players, he can require them to

abstain from planning any strategy during the battle, instead

only announcing what their characters do during their turns.

(Although if a Heretic has a means of communicating other than

words, such as telepathy, this is a perfect oPPortuniry to use itl)

Halfway through the battle (if half or more of the assailants

are eliminated), Copax's final insurance against the Heretics

strikes. A phase-assassin, a silent killer imbued with warp-sigils

that grant her exceptional stealth and strength, attacla from

behind the Heretics. Copax has one of these fiendish killers

on retainer from the Sorcerers ofQlSal. She attacks the close,st
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The combat involving the Word Bearers and the Inevitable

Guards can happen cinematically without the GM playing it out.

Basically, so long as the Heretics win against the Abomination

and Copax, then the Word Bearers clean up the Guards, losing

one of their own in the process. After the battle, they do not

attack the Heretics, but approach them cautiously, asking ifthey
are the individuals summoned by Copax to hear the prophecy If
the Heretics acknowledge this, they stow their weapons.

"I see," the Word Bearer sEs. "Then Copax sougbt to avoid hb

fate. He has long been an al$ of m1 master, the Dark Apostle

Naberus. Howeaer, m) mdster suspected the prophecl mE
contain tbe whispers of Copax s own demise in addttion to tbe

dscension of new powers within the Vortex. Perhaps he sought to

eliminate 1ou to avoid his own entwinedfate."
"Regardlas, it is m1 master's will thatyu surviae thb da1. M1

name is Cot*vis. If 1ou ask our fauour, mlself and m1 bretbren

will seeyu olf l{1meru:"

Though they are likely not needed, ifa GM requires stats for

the Word Bearers he can use the Space Marine profile found on

page 367 (though the Word Bearers are actually Chaos Space

Marines, they share enough similarities with their loyalist

counterparts that they can be used for this adventure).

ESCAPETHE PLANET
Having successfully escaped death at the hands ofa murderous

oracle, the Heretics must find a way to the Carrion Corpse

before being hounded by forces from the Temple of Lies. The

Temple is full of guards, psykers, and seers, all of whom wish

the Heretics dead once the Mendacious Oracle falls.

There are t\,vo ways for the Heretics to get to the port (unless

they either want to walk or get creative, such as hijacking one

of the Screamer Chariots). If they allied with the Word Bearers,

they have their own transponation: a Chaos Rhino APC waiting
outside. The Word Bearers arrd the Heretics mount the vehicle

(one of the Word Bearers as the driver) and drive off One of
the Heretics can even man the pintle-mounted combi-bolter up

top, spraying down the Inevitable Guard in the Gardens around

the Temple. This shouldn't be run as a fu1l combat, just as a

harrowing escape.

Once in Carrion Corpse, the Word Bearers have a shuttle
waiting in the mountain landing bays. (The Word Bearers

could not summon the shuttle to pick them up, as only
the four of them travelled here and none wished to stay

with the spacecraft). The shuttle takes them into orbit, and

rendezvous with a slave-ship passing by Kymerus on the

way to QSal (or wherever the GM needs the ship to go to
further the Heretics' adventures.)

If the Heretics did not ally with the Word Bearers, the GM
can have Orick waiting in the Gardens with his transport. Unless

the Heretics are bluntly diabolical and ounvardly offensive,

they should have little difficulty in swaying him toward their

own ends. The second that Orick suspects that the Heretics are

at odds with the temple, he lets on that they can negotiate with
him for help, with no love lost for the Mendacious Oracle.

OFF PLANET
At this stage, the Heretics are left with unknown allies and

powerful enemies. They've angered the Temple and the Heretics

should assume that they seek retribution. The new Mendacious

Oracle, Elika the Seer, does not know why the Heretics murdered

her predecessor. It is up to the GM to decide whether she finds

out and how she responds if she does. On the other hand, the

Dark Apostle Naberus and the Prophets of the Blighted Path

take an interest in the Heretics. For now, they will leave them to

their own devices (and Corvis and his fellows leave the Heretics

as soon as they reach another port), but they undoubtedly will be

showir.rg up again in the future.

Finally, there is the Toresns itself As the Heretics delve into

the epic poem, they find a story that begins with Tor narrowly
escaping death or worse. What does it say happens next?

NPC APPENDIX
he following is an Appendix of the notable NPCs and

Adversaries found in the adventure False Prophets.

Certain NPCs are also found in Chapter XI:
Adversaries. In this case, a page number is provided instead

of a full stat block.

Ce.cxuwc AsoN{rxATroN
The Cackling Abomination is found on page 353.

Drscrpm oF CRox
The Disciple of Crox is a brutal and mindless warrior
wandering Kymerus.
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Movement:3/6/9/18
Armour: 6 All
Skills: Awareness *20, Dodge, Parry +10.

Wounds:20
Torel
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(Fel), Linguistics (Int), Logic (lnt) +30, Psyniscience (lnt)

(+30), Scholastic Lore (Int) (Legend, Occult, Philosophy) +20.

Talents: Air of Authority, Cold Hearted, Foresight, Paranoia,

Psy Rating 6, Sacrifice, Strong Minded, Warp Lock.

Psychic Powers: Bolt of Change, Foul Cage, Flicker, Gholam

Curse, Precognitive Dodge, any number of divinatory powers

not applicable in combat.

Armour: None

Weapons: Staff of Office: (1d10*2 E; Pen 0; Balanced,

Primitive (7))

Gear: Ornate Robes, trinkets, charms, ensorcelled ward+

fEnnrcelled Ward, This tinka is empowered b1 Copax s pslchic powers,

and protides him with a Field Save of 15 that cannot nerload.

PnesE-AssASsrN
One of the warp-enhanced killers of mysterious Q!al, this

Phase-Assassin is utterly loyal to Copax and obeys orders

without question.

Skills: Awareness (Per) +10, Dodge (Ag)+20,Parry (WS)

+20, Scrutiny (Per), Sleight of Hand (Ag) +10, Stealth

(Ag)+20.
Talents: Ambidextrous, Combat Master, Hard Target, Leap

Up, Lightning Attack, Lightning Reflexes, Swift Attack,

Sidearms, Two-Weapon Wielder (Ranged and Melee).

Traits: Phase.

'ri[ ie geel,

Weapons: Phase-assassin Daemon-blade (1d 10+4 R:

Pen 3; , Crippling (3), Tearing, Razor Sharp), Bolt Pistol

(Pistol; Range 30m; 1d10+5 X; Pen 4; Clip 8; Reload Half;

Tearing).

Armour: Augmented Body Glove (Al1 3).

Truprn Psvxrn
Use the Cursed Oracle on page 360.

Movement:5/10/15/3O
Armour: 3 Al1

Wounds: 18

Total TB: 3
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CHARACTERISTICS
WelpoN Srrrr B.lrrtsrrc Srun S.rnrNctH Toucuunss Acrrrrv lNterucpNcE PrncrprroN Wltrpowrn Frttowsnlp

(ws) (Bs) (s) (r) (A") (INr) (PEn) (wP) (Fer) (I*f

GEAR

NAME

CI,ASS DAMAGE TYPE PEN

RANGI ROF CIIP RID

SPEC]AL RI]ITS

\TEAPON Torer
CunnnNt
Flrrcur.

NAME

CLASS DAMAGE TYPE PEN

RANCE ROF CIIP RI,D

SPICIAI, RUIIS

WOUNDS:

Cnrrrcer Dau,q.cr:

Mprrer Drsonnrns:

MovEMENt, ?il: I
Culnce

Rur.l

(l
()

PSYCHIC

Psy Rating: t-l

POWERS TNFAMY POTNTS: .,I:ff [

CORRUPTION POINTS: Torer(

l
I

I

GIFTS OF THE GODS

\TEAPON

NAMI

CI,ASS DAMACE TYPI PEN

RANGE ROF C1IP RID

SPECIAL RI]LES

\TEAPON

RICHT ARM

(1 1-20)

LEFT ARM

(2 1-30)

Type:

LEFT LEG

(86-oo)

Type:

NAMI

CTASS DAMACE TYPT PIN

RAN(lE ROF CIIP RID

SPECIAI RUIES

\TEAPON
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