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Player Handout I: taken
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I cannot trust you. I can trust No One and nor should you, least of all this 
poor lost servant.

Your Master is betrayed as Mine was, and there are worse things waiting 
for us all.

Kill or Be killed—that is the way of it, there is no other truth, whether it 
be in these dark cages, the riotous carnival above or the jaded palaces of the 
wicked.

If the Widower has his way, we will all drown in the black light of hells 
uncounted when the hour strikes at last.

 May the God-Emperor Save You or the Warp Damn You. Each as 
you—as we all—deserve.

  Player Handout II: Heron Mask’s note
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The Haarlock Warrant

Rogue Traders are all but unique in Imperial culture in that they are given licence to 
travel freely between the stars, both within the Imperium and without. A Rogue 

Trader’s charter gives him the right and authority to contact, trade, and make war beyond 
the Emperor’s Light. Outside the fringes of mankind’s domain, each Rogue Trader is a 
law unto himself. 

The Haarlock warrant goes further, charging the Haarlocks to ”Bring the truth 
of the God-Emperor of Mankind and punish the foes of man in the darkness beyond.” 
It authorizes the raising and maintenance of a private fleet and army, going so far as to 
grant (with certain caveats) title to request arms, vessels, and support from the ”Emperor’s 
Servants.” 

In Imperial terms, this degree of power in the hands of a single individual is staggeringly 
rare. The value of the Haarlock warrant is almost incalculable, and many would do any 
deed to possess it.

Much of the four millennia history of the Haarlock line is lost, and what does remain 
shows a repeated wax and wane of their power as they fade in and out of Imperial history. 
Recently, however, Albrach Haarlock was slain at the Battle of Bitter Reach, casting 
his bloodline into conflict. During this, an unusual scion rose to prominence.

A nephew of Albrach Haarlock by his long-dead sister, Erasmus is recorded in the 
Abulon Chronicles as being without ambition, remarkable only for a sharp wit and a valuable 
talent for the mysteries of technoarcana and xeno-lore. He was granted the captaincy of a 
scout frigate, The Spear of Destiny. During the conflict, Erasmus was lured into a 
trap by Mathias Haarlock, an outcast family member who turned to the Ruinous Powers 
for aid. Assailed by warp fiends, Erasmus was terribly injured in the attack and lost his 
beloved wife and daughter. Certain sources believe this incident drove Erasmus insane. 

Ten standard years passed before Erasmus appeared again, and he had become a changed 
man, gaunt and terrible, possessing dire weapons and incomprehensible knowledge. In less than 
three years, Erasmus Haarlock succeeded in hunting down and systematically destroying 
every rival claimant to the Haarlock Warrant. Familiy members, allies, contacts, and 
anyone that stood between him and his vengeance were all considered forfeit by Erasmus. 
With his rivals destroyed, Erasmus was declared the Haarlock by a convocation of 
Imperial authorities from Solomon, Scintilla, and Ophelia VII. In the year 703.M41, 
Erasmus vanished without a trace.

Player Handout III: erasMus Haarlock


