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Consulate Assessment of Imperial Forces in the Emerald System
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Strategic Assessment of the Emerald System
Zhodani Consular Navy Strategic Intelligence Directorate 7B, Office 301.
Last Updated: 3469.1.Atrint [1107]

System

The Emerald system is right on the Imperial border but contains only a small defensive force. This is
in accordance with the Imperial Navy's revised defence strategy after their significant defeats in the
Fourth Frontier War (3457.2-3458.1). The change from a forward defensive ‘crust' to an ‘elastic defence’
meant concentrating the major fleets at ‘islands of resistance' — the high population, high technology
worlds behind the frontier. The Imperial 214th Fleet is based at Jewell, the Imperial subsector capital.
Units of this force often pass through other systems in the Jewell cluster, including Emerald, on patrols
and exercises. As the stellar jump limit for Emerald's star is around 0.5 AU, fleet movements are
concentrated around the outer system gas giants, rather than Emerald itself, which orbits well within the
star's jump limit.

Emerald is an ideal location for refuelling prior to assaulting Jewell so the four gas giants are heavily
defended by system defence boats (probably ranging from 400 dton Dragon class ships which also
perform anti-piracy and customs roles, up to 20,000 dton Perseus riders for repelling invading fleets).
SDBs may also lurk in the asteroid belts.

The system is within range of the 65th and 67th fleets and the 2nd and 3rd Assault Groups.

Mainworld

The mainworld is now of little strategic value as it is no longer a major Imperial base. During the
Fourth Frontier War, both its downport and highport were severely damaged in the planetary assault.
The highport is now a part-converted 20,000 dton bulk freighter, presumably because the Imperium does
not wish to invest in a new highport in a potential future war zone. The highport has few facilities and is
primarily used for transferring bulk cargo between traders and the planetary interface shuttles.

The downport is mostly functional, has three orbital defence laser emplacements and up to 10
Rampart RF-128 fighters to undertake Close Orbit and Aerospace Control Command (COACC)
operations. Other than the laser and missile batteries aboard the highport, the approach to Emerald is
protected by a constellation of eight SMU-4D Interdiction/Surveillance satellites. These 300 dton
automated vessels mount space sensors and three laser/missile turrets and have a secondary role for
ground surveillance, though they cover only a limited area of the planet's surface at any time. There is
also a small network of communications and weather satellites in geostationary orbit around the world.

Ground Forces

There are no Imperial army forces currently on Emerald, though the highport is protected by two
platoons of Imperial Marines and the 1ISS base is thought to maintain several S3 armed response teams.
The local government maintains an armed police force, but this is mainly effective in the city and is thinly
spread across the farmlands. It is planned that this would form the core of a local defence force, though
they are only equipped with small-arms.

The Tozjabr have made several attempts to contact potential sympathetic groups on Emerald and a
few operatives have been recruited. Despite the original anti-Imperial tendencies of the Ecannis family
and early settlers, the Frontier Wars have also aroused anti-Zhodani sentiment. Early indications were
that the outback nomads calling themselves the “Chukniang" might be formed into an anti-Imperial
guerilla unit. In reality the Chukniang are several disorganised collections of disparate bandits, poorly led
and subject to frequent in-fighting. They were deemed too untrustworthy to consider recruiting.
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