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ars in the 16 pars  from 606 to 622 BE), Clearly the 
lrnperlum of the early 600s was a mbust organization 
that shared a common conception of unified goals 
and Interests, regardless of such mundanitier as the 
identity of its emperor. Fn contra* the lmperiwm of 
1 1 16 appears to have been an aggregation of sepa- 
rate interesb looking for an excuse to go their 
separate ways. 

While diversity had atways been seen as me d the 
Imperium? strengths, a militant form of this dwersity 
became its downfa l I. 

Each of what was to become the final War's major 
factional leaders had clear and well-articulated views 
of the value and meaning of the lmperium. h the 
event each of these proved inadequate. 

RUOTS OF THE NEW ERA 
The antecedents of the New Era date back farther 

than the emergence of the Starmkings, farther than 
the release of the Al Virus, Farther even than the 
assasination of Strephon" emperorcy. In order for 
the Imperium to shatter so dramatica\ly, there had to 
already be centrifugal forces in place that would 
begin pulling apart once the central authon'ty was 
called into question. Although there isno agreement 
as to whether or no2 there was a common origin of 
these forces, or men what that cornwn origin might 
have ken,  it is clear that these forcer were present. 

The clearest example of this is the differing results 
of the assassination of one empemr in 1116 as 
compared to the death or assasination of 18 empet- 
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A NOTE ON SOURCES 
- It i s  remarkable that so much primary source archi- 

val material hassurvived from the collapse of theThird 
Imperiurn. It is remarkable not just because of the 
upheavals during and after that period, but also 
because of the tendency for the private pap- d 
pivotal leaders to be closely held and easily destroyed 
in such periods d uncertainty. The term "papers," of 
course, i s  u ~ d  mostly in the traditional uense; the 
documents of contemporary leaders are usually held 
in electronic data formats, although as will be men- 
tioned below, this is not always the case. 

Strephon's documents were obtained from the 
Alkhalikoi stronghold on Usdiki, and were quite cam- 
prehensive. Strephon wisely maintained the habit of 
carrying all of his confidential and pemnal dscu- 
mentswith hirnwhenwer he travelled, and thisis how 
these arrived at Udiki. There were obviously many 
additional papers at  Capltal pertaining to Strephon's 
public, ceremonial, and bureaucratic lie, but these 
are of much less interest than r h m  which he prsdn- 
ally retained, which praerre his own thoughts. 

These dmumentr are of two types: dictated and 
handwritten, The first format is fairly typical of the 
lmperial nobility. Most nobles extensively used com- 
puter transcribers or human stenwraphen and tran- 
scribers, depending upon personal preference. 
Strephon himself, although remembered as an aus- 
tere ruler, preferred the human touch, and emplayed 
a fairly large transcription staff, mostly drawn from the 
Imperial Navy for security reamns. Another promi- 
nent format of Strephan's documents is m e  unusual 
for the Imperial nobility, and consists d handwritten 
notes. Strephon typically insisted on hard (paper) 
copy documents for his inspection, and frequently 
jotted instructions and comments In the margins. 
When alone, he also usually wrote longhand remind- 
ers to himself, rather than using computer transcrip- 
tion. When asked why he did this, he explained to the 
12th Marquis haut-Bastien that his syntax was much 
better when he had to look at hiz sentence construc- 
tion on a page, rather than speaking extmprane- 
ously. Of course, the expert systems employed by 
corn pu ter tranwiption Vsterns are capable of editing 
and streamlining spoken words ta a style selected by 
the user, but that style offended Strephon's attention 
to detail. 

Norris" documents are, as could be prdcted, the 
easiest for the historian to come by. The enduring 
popularity d the First Regent amounts to a virtual 
personality cult in the former Domain of Deneb. In 
fact one interesting challenge faced by the Norris 
historianis the necessity of weeding inauthentic Noms 
documents from the many repositories that seek to 
link themselveswith the already legendary Archduke. 

The main source d material are, d course, the 
DiCgaadin documents. It isnowweH known that Norrir 
employed his psionic seneschal, Qilgaadin# for a num- 
b r  of unique roles. During Norris' reign it was often 
noted that Norris spoke through his seneschal quite 
&en, and When asked why thb was the c w ,  am- 
wered, "Dilgaadn knows my mind on these mat- 
tee." Norris also sawd himself the t h e  of personally 
writing ordictating by altowing Dilgaadin topsion'blly 
read histhwghtsandintentims on an issue, and then 
draft a statement in his stead. This arrangement 
worked soweli that only rarely did Nomis draft h i s m  
documents, and these were wid to be rather incam- 
plcte and in need of editing, so used was Norris to 
Dilgaadin completing his own thoughb for him. 

Although some Ncrrris schdars attempt to divine 
which documents were written drectly by Morris and 
which were filtered through Dilgaadin, most agree 
that they are indistingujshable: Dilgaadin's bng asso- 
ciation with Norris allowed him to use phrasing and 
wording identical to that d his lord. 

Dulinds documents were harder to come by, and 
are stil l somewhat incomplete. The l a r g e  dnglc 
cache d these documents was discwered In the 
wreckage of his flagship U o r h  on Cakhu, where 
Dulinor met his death. Although lacking in breadth, 
the Dulinor papers of the Kuligaan cdlectim provide 
interesting politicdt-military insights. Further papen 
have naturally k e n  preserved on Dlart, but as with 
Strephon, the d~uments preserved at his capital 
prwidc less insight than his personal 'entourage 
documents.* Interestingly, Kt5 maintenance of these 
entourage documents 15 probably a habit that Dulinor 
picked up during his long association with Strephon. 
One source conspicuous by his a- Is Lucan, 

widely remernkredl as The Black Ernperw." It k really 
an open quertion whether any of lucan's papers survive 
at all; indeed, itwill probably be quite m e  time MOTC 
a real Lucan xholarship will hme a charm to emerge. 
It 5 still cmrnon for arcl.raedqical a d  hiiorical 
artifactswlating to b a n t o  be destroydin an irrational 
wwcistical frenry within the area d the hnnw Black 
Sphm. The fact that "bank" and "imperial" have 
emerged t h r w g h t  human space a memotion-packed 
epitheti ind'ita that the public cmxiousners is not 
yet prepared to xcept Lucan's reign as a legitimate 
historical topic Primaiy source material from Lucan or 
his d m  (and reportedly  short^^^ nhriKKswwldl be 
fascinating, hwww, ~ i t s l m w o u l d  finatly be able to 
chart the paRiculars of his legendary deterbation. For 
now, howwe?, thiswill haw to remain a fond dream for 
historians and w i d &  biqraphers. 

Vionono &Qun and N&s U h k w  
Regerne Uniwm-ty d Deneb, M m ,  NE 65 



Frrrm tke Jtlwmwzb of Emperw Strepkon Adla AUcknWun . . 

The s m w e  nee& to to mewed Rothes thm m e  EmppwraI nr!ture ar we dl imagine, the lmpen'um is dumping into dstinct c u l h m  asectw 
w m e  in size, with little, #any, lopl ty  to the TSrmne. 

Therefore, the lmWurn murt wt ;&elf new bmkr. If must flow downhill. Ourn'wris too old, Kt k s l o w d n g  andb I w m l n g i n n m e m b l e o ~  
lakes, artting themseh  off from the lmprhF manstrwm in to IiCtle dosed /oops. 

H m  pu m r s p ~ t  an entire week m'rh a mob of ps@ohistwians 7 Thd's h e  they tdk. 'They map $c right but they h m  cr trdiw wy I 
of exprersing t h w n s M .  Psychohislory nothing, this is swW&@muIia, ond I don't recwnmmd i t  Some kind of deep~Mfed ~ i n g  fwrme 
;nwitab/e, nutum~istic Iorce coursing throwh their lives. That Old Man River, he just k e e p  o d i n '  along. 

Does LI drop of water feel ungst 05 it folls downhill? I doubt it. 1 worry, therefore I om not acmrutely modeNed by water. fm brrd thot doesn't 
roll OH the tongue any more smocrthly. 

But the irrlre remains, they say8 that any majw ais is  willmore thm !l&elysee LheEmpenirmspin ofin dFerent Grectiuns, m d  not meet he h I  
united. They praent this us a hypothetical, but none of them know about Longbow. My pfms to rep& Pdula"s ordws kvill hove to be mnceId; 
that 's exoclly Lhe rype oiupheavd hey believe will untie the packgee And that whde thing wm their idw too. Dornn psydrohisrwims, we should 
drown r h ~ m  all. 

Pentecost todoyppo~ed  Operation lumpstart which I 411 approve. But that is only c backrtop ogaimt the m t  m e .  We need4 new vision 
shut wilEdrawpeople's eyes mewardogoin, to look to Lheirunity, andnot I)reirdivenity, How much oft his cm be I d a t  my fee4 fwre-wnphmiring 
the domains? Nu turolly none of chepsyd.los wuld irnptyuny db'03m dm, and mainloin that the fissum are over a century dd. Perhaps they 
are, wrd pvt we still n e d  strwrg proximate gowmmenr to address p"Mems lvfrm thq. ouw, 

DulinorofDbnir m innowt:veodukem~hweswn. Asanurlcfiduke, h i s n e w i d ~ s ~ d h o ~ q a i r t r t t h e k i n d o f ~ ' c r s p o l ' b ; v e ~ m  
thot have ledus ta t h e  soft, rounded bonks. Not only will the highw rank give him agrearw dce,  bur his positim mght encourqe thc other 
orchduka to compele m'th him for reforms and innovation. If Dufinw can't cut new, 3 teep bank for us, I don't know w)lo cun. 

longbow has given us t i m ~ ,  but i.t must be used pmfiiobly. I con lay the gromdvork, but o domestic ~ i s i r  would cmcd it all. WP d 
and stobiiity 20 meet the future. N Dulinor can creole o new source af loycrlty, he can represent our survivoE mugjn. 
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What a m d o w  meo0'on. W h m  my/ mdm5 fike this ev#lhd& I d  ur? Them arr marr tfu'ngs h hrwm md .rcgth, Hwwtfo? thar m 
dmmt of In your philosophy. " For how long haw m know that, and fbr how much hmqd Wl! w mt;nue lo Egnm It? We scrm d m t d  to 
only take the things that we know, m d  e m p d d e  h m  thrm to find OW things tlwt we dso know. 

Mundunities, u/tima~dy, Are we m l I y  so afraid of the uniwm that w con dutch desperately d ~ h w c  h up dhb a ddmte 
~urnoworJI of other fortc? *Oh look!" w e q  "thfs IiHe f q m e n t  offact firr sa nicelyw.th this other m o w  hem." It's as if, f w a n e p ~ @ J y  
mwnmE, we were druid Chd it might not ti& h o t  his lit& mmn of m ~ d r y  we've buih MI! come mashing dbmr like a drrom, mdw71 be 
sudted oway fnto the maelstromd and the u n h c  will have wan got no, this time the new fact d m  bit, and wr wrap it into plm, md h d E c  
a Iittfe doser omund he lire, and the howbing drkmr is k q t  at bay fw one mare day, me more mmh, one more yem+ ' Who is ltt;s worn~R-l wont to say ernpr-edated ftwn mcmind to onothermss  allthat 6 5  tmtp? She d d  not wm s m  to adcmd*e 
me, yet I fejt thd he w a s  spwking to me, ond the relay felt that she wor s p k j r r g  to him tm. b it cl still picture h t  S imagine is surrounded by 
motion, w is it 0 pregnant moment moving unchanged thmugh time? 

At we a m  i5 this tissue fioiamewd d knowfedge, ondoll of the wsb wiry mptinmes betwen an Eef! to othm. Whm wfl we h to 
know what ;s not knowbk? 

"Some men see hings us they ore and say My. I d m  things t!hd n m  w m  md soy, why not?" 
5 miss lolon the and lphegenk Now there b fat, sunocmM by unmmvmk. That thy am Tr a Ictct. Wfiat thy m ~ ,  u??d d ? y  they m, 

those ore things that we do not know, But that they are is, indotr !~  moqh. I mtlrt go home. 
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Prior to the onset of what k a m e  known as the "Hard Trmer," most historians dMde the ffnal War Into four phasa: Cmense, Despmtbn* 
Irretrievability, and the Black War. The fint phase wascalled the Offensive Phase, when the leading fa& Imdm actually M i d  that wigomus 
actjon would achieve the throne. This perid was rnarkd by violent, enthusiastic battla, as each side felt it was making progress toward itr goal. 
This phase didn't really get into full w ing  until I ?  17. The year 11 16 was a time of psitloning for the coming campaigns. 

CapltallCore (2 I f  8 M 9 8 - F )  Date: 132-1 116 
IErnperor Strephan Aella Alkhalikoi was assassinated at151 7 ham localtime, 132-1 11 6,In the Grand Recepth Mallafthe Imperial P a k e a b w e  

Capital/Core. In the ensuing firefight, the Emprers lolanthe and the Crand P r i m  lphegenia were also killed, abng with hklanTwtyaruim, 
ambassador, 12 Imperial Guards, and a number of bystanders. 

qIn the following minutes, Archduke Dulimr of Ilclish appeared beforethecamerasdthe reception hall, daimd the crown afhperwkyrtght 
of assasination, and xattered holocrystals documenting his claim to the surviving crowd. He axended the steps of thedals and sat an the IridFurn 
Throne briefly before leaving in the company of his Myguard. 

qSystern Control Central reported tracking tfie Archduke"scruiser leaving h C a p b I  ~ t e m  minuter later. F l w e h m t s  are mqmW h pursuk 
YCapital has been placed under martial law. Off-planet transportation h s  beer, suspended temporarily. Naval headquarters hms lrsued a 

statement t h a t  the situation i s  stable and under control. Rioting is reported in the city. 

CapltalfCore (21 18 A586A98-F) Date 13511 I6 
YPrepmtions fot Emperor Strephon's funeral tomorrow continued W a y  without incident, Ern- lolamthe All be bwded at t k  same time. 

Grand Princ~s  lphegenia will be buried Thirday. 
'qlThe Admiralty confirm& today that the lmpwlal Palace has been cleared ddi loyal elementsf he apamenu accorded Dulinor h tk Palace 

have been retaken, with M) sign of the Pcrchdu ke. 
qThe body of PrinceVarian, until today heir apparent to the Iridium Thmne, war m o v e d  f m  the lmpwlal Patace this aft#nawr and w1'i 

in state alongside the Emperor in the c.entral Hall of NoMm beneath the k t  Spire. Vattan's funaal 1s xMuM forf hirday. 
9Crowdsof maurnerr continue to fik through she Mall of Nobles. Responding to the press d cmwds, Imt minute arrangmma have been made 

to keep the hall open through the night. 
YThe Office of the Mint has suspended production of the Cr1 coin geding the coronation of the next Emgwor. Agenwk sunburst design has 

been adopted as a tempomy replacement 

Capltal/Core (21 18 ASEA9S.F) Date'13&1116 
'UErnperorStrephon a n d  Emprrsslolanrhewe~bude$toslaywithfullsta~honorr,Thep&ianfromtheHatlafNobl~~theAlkha~~~an 

' 

. 

of the Imperial Park in the shadow of the Palace moved s20wlly a d  without incident, 
$Prince Lucan, Varian's ptrnger brother, a d  now heir apparent to the throne, appead briofly a t  grawsMe, I d n g  under hmvy s#uriy 

immediately after the ceremony. 

Capltaf/C:are (2 1 18 A5MA98-F) Date: 137-1116 
qFollowing simple burialceremonies forCrandPr1ncesFphegeniaad PrlnceVarian,ZheMRcedtheEm~todaynnnwddrntPrlncelucan 

had formally ascended the Iridium Throne In private ceremonies in the Imperial Palace 
9Shcrrtly thereafter, Duke Simalr of Ushra, speaking for the Mwt, charged that private memion cemcmim are invalid, addl5 that any 

assumption of the m e n  of the lrnpwium requires the consent of the Moot 
9Ernperor Lucan, communicating through his seneschal, exwclsed the rmperlal -to dlssolw the Moat honeyear. Duke Rmarrof Ushra, 

speaking for the Mmt, denied the legitimacy of Lucan's actlan in a stmngtywo&d reply which war released simultnnmusty to the nem wrvker. 
$A meeting of the Moot Iatm in the day failed ta achieve a quorum. Duke Simalr is reported under house a m t .  

From tke jmw& of Em- Swepbn LleUrr A lWaKbl  

Thq, tellme ttrutthyoredmd. Imlykrmw~ottheyte~~me.  Perfrcpssommi~mdawhtIf&thlrdcy, ht&ktfrkcIs ~ m l R n b  E m  
if I woIe i o r p q a  amdpages, still, this is all they wwld find, 



Fmm t b  memdh d Dr. E d  Kclgamtr# 

786-IT16 

Tl?eEmpemrisfindysl~eprhp b u t o d y b e r o u ~ e o f ~ ~ t i ~ E i n r i s ~ h 9 t d r c .  F ~ w r l y d i ~ t a ~ c h i m b # a u s c w m ~  
I in jurnpspoce on$ there is no new infwmdon w canmunicutims that he could mdve until w mwnagt wain h d s p e .  

The Empmr had h e n  cont;nwusly l y k e  for five doys, but interacted hwdIyat d mith his s t d .  He htn a / w p  k e n  a wrysdf-cmtoined 
mun, but has been even mwe d e t ~ h c d  than crswi since his briefing ot Dept .  7hc new of "hisa mussthation mdpr&Warly of the death of 
lolanthe andlphegenia hm notwaIIybeen a stqger iq  bfow on top of therest Ibelim thot his htinds wwe to r e l m  to Copitdut once to reg~h 
control of h e  situation, but he appean to have became so numbed by & h e  ewn& shut he has k n  content to allow his s t d  to & ordwn cwne 
to his holdings at Usdiki. 1 am concerned fiat the journey to Usdiki is u rh-hted ksim, but fwturwtcfy his  dm'w'm dws not rmt qnm me. 
As he wuited for the dutives to toke off@ the hpmr ma typicdly moking notes $0 himsd on a pad of pcper. W k n  I helped hisn to bed, 

i noticed thot he had been d r g  an a of h e  m e ,  1 think it's mlid. The hpww is fmdnated by l m  of mitten cqmssbn, md 
hm t&d other more sest.i& form in the p s t  Normally, 1 I d  not h e  r e d  We v q e ,  but bemuse of his m r  mditim I felt ~d I 
should intm& The piece is p w d u I ,  hit not one, J think, khat4hwldretnun fworposttvity ki?h his oflidaI~pers. I H j n p w w i t  m'th mine, unlers 
he asks for i t  to be returned. This mast public of d pub!ic ligurm is entitled to o pivote p l m  to suffer. 

Yw, M o  died wlth her, who merpne will think m me- 
W m  yw corehrl to reprant me to f i e  ed? I 
Since I wm not there &we I shwld haw been, So cony out my duties- 
To take the bulfet, to expire beside my beur wife md &ughl.w- 
Were you carehl to tomy out your duty, ond with your final h th ,  
T d  hem ehot p u  loved them? 
Maw I hove a new empress, but she ts not: the one I YKK~L 
Better Chat she w e  yours. 

Fmm 2ke JOUT& of Enaptwar Stmephew AeUn ALWraLULcJ 

2910-r 1 3  6 

I looked d my enty far the buy that they ded, and dizcowred that 1 hwl dm+ m good an +f@ m I will ewr be W M P  d. 
We ore going ta Usdiki. Usdikr is a good place. 
Now tlmt you live in my mind, m p m ,  tell me who p axe. 

Dlan/llelkh (1 021 MDIADE-G) Date 245-1 116 
YThe Archduke's official state visit to Capital mdgd abruptly tbday Mth his surprise neturn to Man and his Immdlatecall for a fullmedia prers 

conference on the steps ob his palace for later in the day. 
Wkerappearing wearing an elabontely fashioned crown, theDwkebegan hisstatement with a listofwmngsand abuses pe-d byhpww 

Strephon. He corrclud~I with the startling statement: Yhc Emperor is  dedl  E haw dedicated my life to the m l e  of the Irnperiurn. E claim the 
Iridium Throne by right of asrassinatbn and shall rule this lmperium as Emperor Dulinor." 

qThe stunned public then listened as the Emperor called for a complete rnabilLation to d z e  all of the lrnpwium for hlssacd cause. He m d e  
a public and omcia1 request to Admiral Hutara, his brother, for the lldish Fleet to side with him in his s a c d  struggle to gain his rightfully secured 
place on the throne. 

IThe Emperor Dulinor ret;id to his chamben withbut anwring questions. bsubsquent statement detailed the new E m w s  trip mCapiEal 
and the asassination ef Strephon on the Iridium Thmne Itself. The smtementmluded with an z ~ c w n t o f  DwSnar's axensbn of theT'hrone tb 
the well-wishing them of millions of Capital's citizenry followed by a selectron of patriotic video vignettes. 

Kelebrations have k n  organird on DFan and throughout the 5#tor as the populace is encouraged to fronor he  beglrmlng ofa tlew q e f w  
the lmperiurn and llelish seetor. 

Dlan/llellsh (1021 @Dl ADE-S) Date: 2481 1 16 
qSector Admiral H~tara and his fleet officer3 made an ofTt~ial announcementthat the llebsh Fleet has declared for Dubnor. [n a brief but andmt 

ceremony, Hutara offered his dagger to Dulinor, who xllemnly accepted, and them brieflymbmad his brother. 



S c o m n f m t e d  4trephon's dwth toddy by tdrhg hi's m e  in mi, md imcmw I d l  oppw h puWic and fiea &ng his name @R, 

Thwefore, my fifirrt nct m Adduke will be to confidentially h u e  myself a ful nnd complete p m h .  Or not 
It  ws osmngcsensm*m. I've done it befure, of come, using the wmnt in Strqhwr'J name to dspse of shot b u h  Smtmhw, bur 

it wrrs dffertnt thm, knm'ng that if l sawed  up he'd be there lo me Iw abusing his office. This h e ,  knodng he wm rkad, hot I cwld g e ~  
owuy wf!h vktually m y  excerr m'h &5olu te impunity, well, I didn't like i t  The lad that I lhave o thrwmwrth heodstwt an he  WC and den ty 
of rope to hmq myself with is quite a privijqe. 

The pn'w'Iqa ?a lie, win this case, the mpdnsibility to fie. l I d d t  jt. 
Da p u  hear hut, pc~stm'ly? 7 didn't enjoy lrying, " the Great Man said, pdifMng his M o  d t h  a my glance tow& histwy, 'Y& I w a  fmd 

to do it for the greolwgd.  In fua m h  and wery time I l;e, / hhate it e m  more.e." Too bad rnm hmom Em don't qonlre ovtwit like I do. 
How mn I really say it bothers me if I've prerumtlMy b m e  so g m d  of i t ?  Haw dse d d  I hwe suh o socce5sful w e e r  h Navui htellmcr 
d hen h Irnperiar'gowment withaul k o m i n g  ugdadic-cl~~~s l i d  M 4 e  I" mwrlygmd ut /$ng ro myself. 

RdIy ,  I stored at thud piece of p p e r  for so long that Bmnj hod to octudly say, "What's the problem, forgotten how to spd my nmc?" 
There's onothwgdona The tragic p w a f - h e a t  Crwt Lwder w s  ktroyed by the Pemiddus AGuisw. Ha, toke that, Dibadn, p u  d m -  

domed schemer. Give me a flipping break, pastm'ty, but condemn the hrninwrce luisante. 
l hope p u  forgive me, 5;trephon. St rrou#dmm mwh more mifg from you. Yourdpbab/y  tellme togo wrt andmakeswr thd l bdn 2 m d e  

p regret it And hat's cwtninly the mwrly woy fw me to mtionolize &is to mpelf. #& after a//, what did pw givc me the stationery Sar H pou 
didn't wmt me to use it? 

7hme go, p5tm'ly, t h e 5  your wn-. M P J ~  d d  hhistoriml fa& are e bond of i n b &  g l s w n ~ .  ArenY p u  glad ~ P ' W  dead? 

RegindSpInward Marches (1 97 0 AT8889a-C) Date: 346.1 7 7 6 
IThe ducal household announcd t d a y  that Duke Norris was elwated to rank of Archduke of the Domain of Dmcb by the hand of Emperor 

Strephon, 091 -1 11 6, in recslgnition of his acthiti- in the late Fifth Frontier War. 
qThe Duke plans a trip to Capital to personally accept the Ernperor's blesing. 

1 1 1 7 -the beginning of Offensive Phareof the Final War. Becauseof Lucan's shortrighted withdml of naval forces the 1mpenSal fmntim 
(Carridor, Old Expan-, Daibei), this period also set the stage for the second and third ph- of the Enal Warp 

Jem/So4manl Rlm (1 827 ABbfA69-F) Date: 037-1 1 17 
(1R an almost immediate response to the announcement of Stmphon's assasJinah, rioting and d l r t n  have broken out in key pbpulatidn , 

centem around themrrld. Thought to k Solornani sponsored, this tremendous unrest has &ted alrnort the entire population and has t i d  up , 
all tramportati on and industry on Tern. 

9Clashes between the occupation amrand rebels has h e n  particularly fierce In Indla, where riat pliee h e  k n  unable to stop rwZm from 
htiy Vilaniawned homer and businass. In India alone there have k e n  o m  a hundred p p l e  killed. 

qCurfem and restrictionson activity have been announced bythe m i l i t a r y g m r f o r  many population centws.Vwlatorswill hawtodeal with 
strict penalties, as the rights of the citizenry have been temporarily suspended in the face of this current crisis. 

Regjna/Zplnward Marches (1910 Af88899-C) Dde: M7-1117 
qThe Ernpww S~~rephon w a s  assassinated on 132-1 3 '1 6. His massin, the k h d u k e  Dulinar of Itdish, fled the scene. 
T h e  fighting during a d  after the assassinaZion plot also took the lives of Empress Imlde, Grand Princess Iphegenia, and Prince Vatian. Prince 

Lucan has ascended the Iridium Throne as the new Emperor. 
IDuke Norris of Regina is en route to the u p i n g  Rbylanor Conference and was unavailablefor ccrrnment The duca! hsus~hold e x p d  

b dwpest sympathy and has dlspatchd a speclal ccrerntsnlal mwoy to Capital to pay last r H w  b Stwphn and hamage to lucan, 

Horn e/Aldebaran (1009 A86699A-E) Date: 120-1117 
qsubsequent reports from the Irnperium, reportjng mrnlderable u n m  and multiple claims to the throne, haw met with mnsidwabSc f a w  

among officials hwe d a y .  Quotes vary, but most sources cansuftd uniformly agme that what's bad for the lmpwiurn is almost certainly g o d  
for the Solomani movement. 





- .  

PAdrninisbator Howard has stated thatmOur brothers who are still under the yokesof Irnpedal rule are catling out to us now. If i s  our obligation, 
indeed our moral imperative tocontact them and l e d  them oursupport in this momentofopporbrni~, and bring usone step c k r  to the ultimate 
vicbry  of the Solomani destiny," 

qRumors that large portions of the flet haw been placed on alwt and are on the move haw not bml officiallycafirm~. 

CapltallCore (21 I8 A586A98-F) Date: 125-1 117 
qhhe Archduke of Antares has refused to commit his sector flmt agalnst Dulinor, despite direct orden fmm Lucan. (lii excuse was to protect 

his domain from Vargr invaders in the Lishun s ~ t o r . )  Rumors that thehchdukc has been in nqatiatiam with worldsoutside the Impwium were 
neither confirmed nor denied by the Emperor's represent at*^. 

9TravetIe~ are warned that the Antares sector is a possible danger spot for the fwtuw. 

Terra/Solornanl Rlm (1827 A867A69-F) Date: 150-1 117 
qln a press releasestatement from the Nava! Off~eonTem, the Admiralty announced that three distinct Solomaniflets havecrossd the bod& 

into the sector. The flmt i s  taking a defensive stance in response to this threat R is certain that when this n w  reaches CapiEal that a slate of war 
will be declared between the Third lrnperiurn and the Solornani Confederation. 

qThefirstfleet has jumped from Krypton through Kidarhi and is battling Imperial fmesin the Aibadawl sumr .As#ond ,  more powerful fleet 
is laying siege to litike in the Dingir subsector. The final invasion Red h a  mcupied Scandia, T d k ,  and Melchior in the kturus subsector. The 
Solomani Rim ff eet is reportedly on the move to ceunhr these unprwoked advances by the Solomani. 

¶Though the threat of war is imminent along the Salomani frontier, pebple ate encouraged to put theirtrust in the superior ZrnpwiaFReeh which 
are already doing battle with the aggresors. 

91n an attached statement a stat@ of martial law was invoked on the entire planet of Terra. Military authority under General Yoshtlru will be in 
effcct until this current crisis has passed. 

Capltal/Core (21 18 ASM98-F') Date: 155-1 1 17 
¶Ernperor tucan is at the headof the Corefleetdoing battlewith the rebel qvsdronsdtheautlaw Dulinar.Wtespread fighting has been reparted 

throughouk the Dagudashaag sector, but no large, decisive battles haw been fought to date. 
qtlrnperial forces have inflicted heavy losses on the rebel fleets. 

' Muan CwVSelomanl Rfm (I 71 7 A456A86-F) Date: 168-1 1 17 
¶Sofamani forca have bypassed Prometheus and have laid s i q e  toferra. Imperial 5paCefb~es could not hold out against the bbrnani drive 

and have retreated coreward toward the Vqan Autonomous District. The Vegans haw sworn allegiance a d  support to the Emperor, and their 
ships are lining up with those of the lmperiurn to stop the Solomani. 

qThe Admiralty assurm that with the Vegans a5 allies, the Solomani have no chance of reaching farther into the sector, A cwrldor to Core will 
be maintained. 

CapftaVCore (21 18 A586A98-F) Date: 174.1 1 17 
qThe Emperor's staff has issued a statement tbtVacrargrflms, mostly independent but all acting in similar fashion, have m n  much of Lishun 

sector. The Lishun fled is  engaged in a d e p  penetration battle throughout the sector and i s  attempting 26 lihrate w hold mMs agaFnst theVargr 

CBAttempts by the Vargr to make similar moves against worlds in Antares sector have been made for the mod part thwarted by effective use of 
h e  fleet there by the Archduke of Antares. 

CapitaIlCarc (21 18 A536A98-F) Date: l a 1  117 
YThe Emperofs Vengeance Fleet has performed excellently in Zawshagirr sector. When forced into a set battle in the KMpge sptwn, the rebel 

flee& wen reportedly absolutely defeatd. 
¶Though rebel ships are still on the loose in the sixtor, the Emperor is reportedly on the advance toward IlelIsh and his quany- Dulinor. 

Dlanlllelish (1021 ABDIADE-C) Date: 187-71 17 
YThe office of Fleet Admiral Hutara rereared a n  official staternmttbday. In it, the-Adrnirabannaunced that rebd h e r  in the Zarushagarsector 

have k e n  successfully .thwarkd by a calculated campaign of mllltary and mmmwce raiding by the glarious byal Fleet 
IThe campaign to retake Capital a n d  the lridium Throne fw the true Empem is in full wing. 
¶Emperor Du Cnar praised Admiral Hutam'ssuccessin a public announcementfrom his palace. Healsoannw~ed plans to mwe hisseat of pwer  

to Capital once it h a  been taken but said Dlan and llelish sector would remain the center of popular support and  culture in the new empire. 



Fmm the Jmwnda of Ernpeww Strepko~ Adu A&ki ib i  

203-1 l l f  

I con no longer: Lucun and Dulinor Hill no tpermit me 50.1 cannot waitformfimrdon of m u d m  h m  Lwrgbow, I*frm & &yMngs 
I more nem of the appalling destruction those fwo fools are raining on the empire. b m s e  vw hown't heard h m  Pentecmc I m'II not iw able to 

explain where I was* but in any case, I muld be unoble to e~p/uin why. DepoVCwe is a dose enough substitute tor Qepot,ushun 
E will also desm'bemy Wo other don^ us sugicdI!yaltered&ubfes to dlow them a bettmhonce to escupeperseartion, assumlng t h y h t  

ojreody been killed, It's only fair to give them some kind of Iighting chmce. 
I wish I had not wmted &is long. I wish 1 had not o g r d  ta come to Usdiki. It will Iw that mu& b d e r  b the ($day. 

I 

UrdikIJGushemege (1015 A6649EF-F) Dae:  204-11 17 
gThe Emperor Strcphon stepped onto the bakony of his vacation palace here M a y  and was greeted by a thunderous response which cut hart  

his prepared remarks. 
qMStrephon Uves?" 
9Sbtemmts by Sb.ephonls aid6 indicated that D u t m f s  assaainath attack kltied a double who rwtindyfilled in far 5- a t  d m  f u d o m  
qStrephon himself was safely and secretly en mute to the Imperial depot in Core sector. 
WWhen news of the assassination attempt mached Strephon, he proceded to Cushernege and the dative d e t y  of the vscath palace. 
SIStrephon? closing remarks called for the Imperiurn to ralSyto his banner and bring the rebellion to an end, 

DepotlCarrldor (1 5 1 1 A686354-F) Date: 221 -1 1 17 
IThe Naval High Command of Coddor Fleet today annauncd the arrival of Emperor kcan's Tmnsfer Order. 
 TO help save the lrnperiurn from the rebel Dulinor, the announcement said, Corridor Fleet Is to transfer to Larushgarwithin a month. 
qPocal authorities expmsse$ confideme that suficient assets w u l d  remain in Corridor sKtorto defend the region against Vargr raids. 

HlndahOOld Expanses (3422 A754A86-B) Date: 2241 1 17 
ISector naval headquarters today announced the transfer of the DM Expamgs Fl&ta Zanrshagarfw operations agahst the usurper, Dulinor. 

The brief announcement from headquarters indicated that aH of the first-line fleets w u l d  be transfwd within 60 days. 
I q ' m e  defense of the sector Aer in the capable hands d out reswve sguadmns," S&or Admtml Hinchcljffe said at the press conference which 

revealed the arrival OX the Transfer Order from Emperor Lucan. 

Regina/Splnward Marches (1910 AT88899-C) Date: 2251117 
lArchduke Norris has returned to Regina unexpwtedly and called an emergency new conference. The Archduke braughtwith him the dismal 

newsthatvayr raiders haveinvaded thecorridor sector and efktivdycuttheMarchesoff from tflerestofthelmperium.AsA~hdukeoftheDwnain 
of Deneb, Norris stated that he remains loyal to the Irnperium. He has assumed controlof hisdomain in ib  name until tfie p m n t  crisis has p a d .  

- -  - - 

From tke - m o b 3  of ArJrdulEte Norrb Aellu Aledon, Fimt Regemt 

Thankgodl had the sense to do what I hnd to do h e n  lhodihe dranae to do it Now thatwe'recut OR this Damun muld bewnten'y into 
tiny ponickedpieces, Iike a mimcosrn of SU.ephon 3 Impen'urn. That's what he &mains ore fw: to dlawswrrm to goin cwrtm! of tttIngr Mm 
they get out of hand. And better me thm gcwduwiul Delphine. f h i y  we k f ,  but they'd be m e  if yw hrrd to listen ta her ;dl it 

Yes, Branj, you were right too, as usual. 

DepoVCorridor (1511 A S 3 5 4 - F )  Date: 242-1 1 17 
me assmbled Corridor Fleet departed bn 'h royagetu Zarushagar 5-r today, liming defeme d the m r  to a mUehg of mme squad- 
qhtensive plans for currtinued border patrols and preemptive operations "virtually guarantee" thes~curityobthe sector, according to a highly 

p lacd naval official. 
QTheTransfer Order reached Corridor on 221 -1 1 1 7.C0nwl0r Fleef vastly overstrength forthe twtibryit p a t r o l l e d , w a s s W  by pmnnelfmm 

throughout the Imperiurn. 
qlts mission, one it had purrucd for centuries, was ro protea the passage through Corridor of lmpwlal cornmere and cmmunJcaEions. 



will cerbinly be negative. 

F r o m  the j w &  of Emperar StrepProm AeUa A lkhUb i  

Goddamn yau, hmn. YourfodmrrshwLydianwwspkdp.  Hawmany drn~sdidiwotch y o u s p i l ~ m i l k m d p u ~ Y ~ " s ~ u ~ k E d t  
dogs, you hoteful little bastard? And why didn't t E anything when Lydb und Dresdm woufdn't? B y  the time Lhey dd on$ ! had the right 
to, ft was too late. 

And now you're killing my people, not only with p u r  f lee4 but by whprc pu'fe Petaklng them fmm. [swear by every d o f  my f h w ' s  
lmpen'urn that I wilE see you pay for each me of the milfians of needles deaths you've mused. B y  Cod, Lucun, p u  will wish you muldget a 

AntatesEAntares (242 1 A686ABF-C) Date: 257-1 1 1 7 
qThe Archduke of Antares today renauncd hb oath of lbyalty to the Emperor. In his words, the axemion to the throne by young Lvcan was, 

a t  best, questionable, and since the true heir to the thmne is in dispute, the Archduke 1s assuming control of his domafn In the nameof the hp#nr 
Strephon until an acceptable solution is reached. 

qTheArchdukedetaitd the pact he had signed with the julian Protectorate, incarporating ~ewarlds of Antaresand Empty QuaWsecEnnwith 
the worlds of Mcndan and Amdukan xtors. 

qTheArcMukealm annou nced hewould use the forcer at hbdlsposal to make thls =&HM m e e d .  Considering both hAKhduke"s Isolationist 
policies of the last several months a n d  the other pressing issues in the Irnperium, it is doulbtlul that any mow will be made m n  to Rrce Antares 
back into the Imperial fold. 

Dlan/llellsh ('1021 A8DIADE-C) Date: 288-1 117 
WDulinor is now travelling to the New Palace folwvlng the recent vktory of khe Poyal Fleet owr Lucan's f m  !n Dagudashaag sector. 
q"I leave the Rwt In capable hands," Dulimr said as he addressed an assembly whiih included oW~ws from evwy ship In the fleet 
7"My brother knows my every wish." 
qThe present kation of the Loyal Flet Is unknown. 

Capttal/Core (21 18 A586A98-F) Date: 297-1 1 1 7 
9TheVengeance Fleet has intercepted and destmyd thescreening elements dDulinof s -!led -1 Flmfwcing itto withdraw a n d  paving 

the way for continued penetrations into rebel territory by Imprial farces. 
me Vengeance Fleet suffered only minor losses in the engagement. 
qlt will prea its penetration twvard Dlan after a period of refit at  the Imperial Depot In Dzigudashaag sector. 

Imparlu/Gushemege (1616 B885AA9-E} Date: 301-1 1 17 
IThe Efont of Imparlu, exercising his authority as Supreme Cwl h i d e r  Bf the plan* ttaday announced itr unswerving allegiance to Strephon 

and to the Imperium. 
~Themovetooksupporteasof$oth QuSinorand Lvcan bysurpriseas predawn mund-ups bythe palicemwed k m  agitatorsto holding camps. 
qlne general population, accustomed to direct leadership by the Font, appeared to accept a d  suppart his decision. 

AmdanVDalbeI (201 4 A727A88-E) Date: 341 -1 1 17 
QIImpcrial forces retreating ahead of the advancing klornani Fleet made a stand thbweek in budurnash and Amdanl, and foughtthe kbrnanf 

qA navat spkeperson expressed a feeling of cofidence that the invaders w u l d  kw fwcedl from DaIM sectar by the end of the year, 

HCndahlJOId Expanses (1422 A754ABb-B) Date: 3WT117 
qln the faceol continued Solomani fleet actions, a ilsein Salomani political dvityin thesector, and a k k a f  defensesforthe region, a coalition 

of dukes within the Old Expanses today announced the rotunbry incorporation of the sector into the fobmani Conftdwation- 
qA spkespemn indicated that the Confederation had made certain guarantees to the region, and that no immediate change in local 

government were contemplated. 



1 1 18 saw the enthusladccantlnuation ofthe Offensive Phase of the Flnal Wart but byysat's end, hapenlng dthcsccnnd PhwP I kpaah ,  
was assured.Thecontributlngcausesto this phasewere thecontinuousImesand lackof adeddwvicmyfor anyoncsMe,cwpledwlth theobvlous 
disintegrationofthe lrnperiurn as DaiM joined theold Expanses and Antares in s#ession;Againstthis background, adecKiwvictorymd more 
and more imperative, before the situation passed beyond retrieval. 

NuHnadfimpty Quarter (0338 A4559868) Date 012-1 11 8 
qUntil ROW engaged in sporadic fighting in the rimward reachemf Antares s#bor, largesquadrons afthe Antares Fleetwlh theattached 104th 

Rescwe Fleet and several rquadmns of the 226th Fleet, clashed with ships of Lucan's Imperium In the Nulinad system. 
qThis major clash has for the first rlme pitted ma& enemy ships against the prnud fleets of Antares, testing the Leaguds commitment to 

independence, 

Date: OlP1118 

gThe Admiralty released a communtque in which it discussed Its plans to mobike more reserve u n b  and pull werat  nalnsne shlps wtof  the 

I 

front to deal with this new problem. 
qThe communique also assures that the penetrating ships haw minimal ground attack capabil ik 
$All transport craft of any kind are encouraged to travel In organ'd, protdxd mnw)ys whmwer psslble. 

Dlan/l!elish (1021 MDlADE-G) bate: 022-1 118 
7The Emperor Dulinor has dismissed the reappmmnce of Sbephon as the work of an impost#: 
q8Tll;hc man who routinely irnperxrnated Strepbn Ir now playing the part of his  l ift ,  
q"Who w u l d  believe that a mere actor would have the audacity to thlnk that we w u k l  M e w  he Is the 'Emprw. I 

q"Now his dairns insult the memory of our Strephon. 
q"1 loved our former Emperor; I was forced to kill him for reasom d state and fw the greatest good of the great& number. 
qWFor this imposter to claim that he is Strephon i s  an Insult tb all of ud" 
qln later comments, Empemr Dulinor denied that he himself has ewr used a double to substitute at routine murk hnctiom. ~ 

CaplWCore (21 18 ASMA9%F) Date: 043-1 1 18 
$Ernperor Lwcan has rejected the possibility that Strephon stilI lim 
q"We k m  that Strephon sometimes us4  a m b t  to impersonate himself at routine functions. And w? !mmv o m  d them Is now mtsrlng. 
fUburces tell us that this thing claims to be Strephon is, in ~a l i ty ,  a robot. Heaven help us when his batteries run downl" 

CapitaljCore (21 18 A5g6A98-F) Date: 063-1 1 18 
gFleet command has isued sector-by-sector mquisltbns ta reinfarce the Vengeance Fleet in hs campaign against hflnw. 
9'We facesevere curtailment in ship strength," said an unnamed spokesperson. "Unlea we can reszructure our mtiesI getting goad ship 

out of the backwater areas and into the h n t  lines." When questioned about repom saying DuOds fleets are sornpnrhat tretteroganired and 
prepad fnr battte, the spokesperson declined comment. 

Belumar/Empty Quarter (1 838 E693942-B) D m  077-11 18 
qRqrouped after its defeat at Ithe Battle of Nulinad earlier this year, theforcesof Lucan hawcanwsged b r a  coordlnabed asrault agalmt thefleet 

way stations at Bclumar. 
VA liaison robot for the Admiralty suggested that Bdurnafz secret bcatien must have k m  leaked to Eucan's a g m ,  ath#wise Its outsf-the- 

way location wuld have pmtxted it from such a wdl-planned assault. 

TemalSolomanl Rlm (1 827 A867A69-F) Date: 081-1118 
qlcffefery Long, formerly a areporter for the Phoenix Sun News organlath, surfaced today from SolSec, fotbwlng hi lntwnrnerrt by Imperial 

authorities nearly six years ago, 
qlbng claims that his work dealing with xl-calld hyperspasedckw d r w  him IhW a ring of high-tech Imperial mead and, uttimatdy, to 

an lrnperlal jail cell, ar well. 
9"My findings will be published soon, I promise you," stated Long a he was reunited wlth his family In B u m  Aim 

TerralSollomanl Rlm (1 827 A867A69-f)l Date: 093-1 11 8 
B S o l k  released today a communique stating that jeffery Long, recentlyfreed from Imperial prison, has been murdwed. 
¶'The hare! rmm where Mr. Long and his family were staying in Osab on their vacation was all but destmyed by a bomb. Them w m  m 



I 

Waugh =era1 staff members of the btd are under invertigatlon, no charges are expected to be filed against them. 
9'We cannot rule w t  the pbssibility that Irnpwjal intelligence agents carried out this vicious &me against true humanly-thc technologyof 

the bomb and its professional placement are very suspkius," statd an anonymous source in the locab district attomq's oflice. 

PepoUCorrldor (151 1 A6&63M-F) Dnte: 102-TI18 
'PA f o m  of Vaqr warships, &hated! to be ww 500 vesselz strong, tw en- tfie systen today and b u n  its w a t i c  hunt of merchant &s. 
BThe tfrm squadrons of the 255th Fleet left in the system w r e  sent art against the Vargr, but- dspwswl nnd d q  by h encroaching Vargr. 
?Evacuations from Depot itself had been announcd, and then later cancelled as the Vargr noose tightened around the planet 
qlWWith Vargr animals in control of the approaches to Depot we have little choice but to maintain ow control over the surface a d  mait the 

imminent arrival of a relief forcerY =surd Baron hault-Criwen The Naval Information Wee has k n  in turmoil and unavailablefw comment 

CapItal/Core (21 18 AS86A98-F) Date: 11411 18 
qlMilita y amxitier on h e  part of Imperial farces were categorically denld by a fleet spakespemn toady. 
ql'Theda~uction of cities on three worlds in Cushemege sector has k n  inwstigaW arid has k n  attributed toenemy acthrity in the area. 

Sweral citiles in that area were subjected ta nuclear and chemical attack frorn orbiting ships during anilitarycleanup operations. Thwgh the cause 
of the catastrophe i s  still in question, the fact t h a t  a million plus Individuals have been killed ir 'an unfortunate accident of war.'" 

Kurael'Zarushagar (2806 0667989-2) Date: 1 16-11 18 
(sToday saw the conclusion of the largest fleet action to date betwen Lucan's Vengeance Fleet and Dulimr's lldish Fleet, centered a r w n d  the 

three worlds in the outw Kurae sytem. 1 
9The week-long see-saw mnfl ic~ has leFt both fleets merely weakened.ThcVengeance Reet zlalrns to have inflicted acr# 100 I ~ o n  I)uCnw. 

The llelish Fleet b a s t s  a similar number of enemy ships destroyed. 
91n one incidentof interest, patmls of both sids approaching an autw-system planet foughtitwt tu the lastbwship. Bbth rhipswwe targets 

of desperate boatding actions, which left only 15 Il.efish crewmen a l k  on themecked hulks to m a i m  their own victwy. 
SBoth fleets have Jumped out of the system to regroup. 
9Salvage ships from a dozen nearky worlds haw arrived ta begin picking through the wreckage, careful to wade the fw fighten heft bo secure 

the area against rooting. 

Terra/Solomani; Rim (1827 A867A69-fl Date: 123-1 118 
Worn notes gathered frorn thewreckageof the hotel room where Jdery  tong and hisfarnilywere mudwed earlier t h i s  year, his publisher has 

produced and released a draft of his works entitled The H p m p u a  Web. 
In it, Long's not= suggat that he w a s  jailed by lmpwial authorities when hls investigative wrk, into the problems and rnystdesof hypwswe 

sickness, was becoming unmrntortable to mval raearchen. 
qltstates thatpapularited raarchintothesickness was getting dangerouslycbsem~~hfaci l id~~elmperial  Navy had working on breaking 

Ihe jurnp-6 barrier. 

LodeJZamshagar (2908 BOOW44-A) Date: 12&1118 
¶A large portion of the 2nd and 4th Re& was ambushed d a y  as the R e &  put in for frontier refudlng at  the brge gas giant M u d o r .  
'PIEnemy ships, apparently hidden in their lairs for days or wen week, came out of hiding and attacked when many of the refueliq ships were 

at their most vulnerable. 
1Dulinor's ships had apparently aaed on a hunch, lying in wait in the extensive astemid field and Muendw's ice ring for the right moment to 

1Effective command by Fleet Admiral Nigel Rudel brought the high guard to bear against the assault, infiictjng m i  critical blows with 
concentraid missile attacks against the larger vessels. 

1Further thrusts by the rebels, however, did manage to get through to damage fourwsek, one e badly that it had to be ~u t t led  a ftw b u r s  

aDespilte this, Admiral Rudel will almost certainly be decorated for his valiant defense in an unpredictable situatim. 

Olan/llellsh (7021 ASDlADE-6] Date: 137-1 1 18 
IFearful of his allegiance slipping in the bbdetworld~ beWeen Cyril and Karnurinmur, wherethefalseStrephan is gaining wide actlep'tanceand 



q k a l  worlds undecided or byal to the false Strephon h a w  bucked under there displays, sometimes fghting 'back with lacal quadmns. 
9A war of attfition has begun in the area which is pitting outafdatc ship against each other in the absence of larger, statpspnsored, w- 

of-theart fleets. 

Banasdan/Solomanl Rim (2920 A653-F) Dstc: 159-1 1 18 
PSweral Sofomani squadrms have been tracked and mnhdntd by a k q e  combined h t  d Lucan's IrnprIurn. 
'!Elements of the Diaspm, Fleet, supportd by the 22nd Fleet and 2Znd rmrw Fleet, plus a number d Vegan ships attachd at the squadmn 

level, were involved in the action. 
9The Solomani wem caught unprepard and were effectively surrounded. 
SThPir dispersal spelled their destmction. In all, 44 Solomani ships were destmyd and three captud. 
'QIUnfortunatdy, a courier vessel with sweral Hivw diplamah and observers; an the scene was destroyed in the battle.  re^ m> sunhm.  
PlThc Naval Intelligence Office, operating out aftheflagship Beatrice, stated that "derpite proper identificatbn and markings, all commnly used 

by both Solornanl and Imperial vessels, thecourier ship w a  wantonly attacked and d e s w  by a vastly superior SblbmanE vessel. 
9"We protest t h i s  achn and apologize on behalf of the 501omani to the Hive Federation at large." 

Phaln/Cushemcge (3029 B120963-F) Date: 181-1 P 78 
PStrephon, Read of his own fleet, has made his first advances into Qulinah damaln 4th ships asmbled from q u a d m  elementswhich w e  

retained from sewice with hcan. 
7The sweral-hundred-ship-strong fleet i s  bound forworlds which are seeklng assisUince agalnst Qulinor a n d  a n  wllllng to accept the fact that 

Strephon is still alive and is  Emperor. 
fAt a battle in the Phaln system, two of Dulinofs squadrons exchanged shob 4th StFephon's ships, causing miwr damage on both sides. 

I 

qWhatwer the autmme, this incident marks the beginning of a new scenario with a n w  eontendw far contra1 of the Impwfum. 

From the jaurnub of Empww S-ephan A& AUckalLltd 

Itqopwn t)wtDulinwlsgoingto fwlcemebgothroughhim~Imnmreal~@~Lucm.~he~it~~he'sdoi~7He'sd~ng 
his Forces ra Iunaion as lluun's atrm'Iiury troops, defending Luan 5 grip wr the throne, bile he sim Jtuneaudy Qhtr U r n  on mother ht, 
squmdmhg his strength in both placer. 
Con he reolly be that stupid? if he is, he can't Iast that much larrgw. 50 k it. 

Tep hany/Llshun (2779 A6B 19DF-A) Date: 1861 118 
TThe newly established Vargr governor has issued warrantsfor the arrest d thousands of nobler and qltators tpl the new adminis~atian. 
pGbwng, who Is in charge of the Vargr on Tephany (as best ascan be ascertained), is a formerworld m p m r  deposed 30years ago in M&an 

=tor. He has a reputation far being ruthless and violent, although he has no partjcular hatred of humans. 
qln the absence of a =tar fleet, the Vargr have run rampant, pillaging the coward half of the =tor. I 

qVaqr cooperation In this takecww has been almost nonexistent, ar might be expected from Vargr. 
$Local r ~ m i s t  ships and system defense boats are still putting up resistance in the rimward areas, but the Vaqr advance w m s  tb have h 

halted by their own bicker inwot  by any concened human effort to stop them. 

Wadnlr/DaI be! (0507 A889978-F) Date 197-1118 

- - * -  

I 

I 

, 

IAn emagency meeting was held today between Duke Craig and Mmt of High Lords to discuss the demands from Emperor Lucan. 
VIn a prepared statemenf the Duke's press secretary said, "An unnaturally great strain is being p k e d  on the xctor to prwidc ships for fleets 

in distant wars. I t  is not the duty of loyal seaom to strip themwba bare in order to w p p R  Lucan, w h a  other more perring matterr threaten 
our own borders. 

q'7he Duke, with the blessing of the Moot, has appealed to the Emperor to lessen the ship quota a t  this time" 

Dtan/llellsh (1021 A8D I AD€-G] Date: 200-1 118 
SThe so~alled Strephon's lack of a front-linefightlng craft has fore& him to m r t t a  extensive commerce raldng MI the frontier between his 

core of worlds and Dulinor's. 
PThe sbwer, lexs sophisticated warships he ha managed to lay ha!d of are genemlly a p o r  match far front-line -13: bwwrp thy can do 

considerable damage to unpmtected cargo ships. 
PThe merchant community iscrying out to Dulinorforassistance, butwith neadywgrable shipflghtltg in Zanrshagars&or,thweIslRde h o p  

t h a t  Dulinots help will came soon. 

- - 
mm 



I Capital/Core 321 18 A586A98F) 
$word has m h e d  Core concerning the W o f A ~ l n / C o m .  Pccwding bo m, the wrld h~ been dd by deep penelmtion raiderr 

from Dul imh fleets. 
1The great rkhes of the ancient Vadn cMllzatbnI from the spired tcwm of Twunchd to the endless art treasures af the pbd, k 111 'bsm 

sehd by the piratical rebels, members of the 166th Reet 
BThe estimated wrth of these treasurer is In excezs of MCr50.000. 
9The raiderz have escaped without a trace, and the dearth of ships In the area suggcrt that the capture of the r d d ~  b q u k  teflhw- 

Ubert/Dtaspora (1 TO!? A2709BC-fl bate: 21 1-71 18 
qsupport for the Solornani cause and invasion in Sobrnani Rim and rlrnwad Dlarpara sectors % apparently w i d e ,  d@tc a a t r r a n c ~ b r n  

the nobility that this is not the case. 
1Effort.s on many worlds arc 'being hampered by Sobmanl security clmenltr, largely with public w p m  
qPewasive unrest is apparent and a large number of tmps are Mng pu lM out of the front lines In order to rccun Jome war arras. 
YParticular trou ble sp t s  sewn to be in Ledge, lusea, Frqr, and S t  Denis, whm updsings haw wen mnrlderabk d&ruddm of lifeand pmperty. 

WarEnlr/Daibel (0507 NM99J8-F) bate: 21 7-1 f 18 
lPlfter two days of negotiations with the Imperial emissaries, talks havecampletely b r d m  d m .  The arnbasradws have k w  given swm days 

to leave Wainir. 
qln a videa i n tmiw,  the Duke said, "It 1s unliketytht wewill be d m g  rnmk numbenof wrawn Mpsintothe hinterlands any tjrnexlan. 
?'We shall instead be looking cut for our own interem, despite Lucan's trepidation o w r  fleet strwrgths." 

Warlnlr/PalbeF (0507 A889978-F) Date: 223-1 118 
~Covwnmentoffices are $u;aing with activity, but they are reluctantto comment on what har kame h w n  as the O m  Inddent 
VThree patrol ships from the Daibel F i e f ,  apparently on routine maneuvers, were appraached and fired upbn by a squadron frwn the 239th 

Fleet, en mute to the Solomani front. 
mth sketchy facts, the Naval Information O k e  is der:Snfng any mmment on the Went, Wng onb thatH must besom smt d terrible mkt& 
qJTheOrvan Incident is already being prtrayed In the pressas a symptom of impending confrontation thelmpwium and Daiki s-. 

AnaxlasJDelphl(1724 A253A85-D) bate: 243-1 118 
7FEeets IoyaI to Lucan carrid the war directly to Margaret3 stronghald ofmrFslr, yrearhmiing an a frontage three pa- arm Into the area 

of Aane and Keum in Massilia sector. 
p e t  1 7 h ~ e t h a s & n e w l l b ~ l d i t s m a g a l ~ t h e i d ~ m r w l g l n g Z o M u r l t ~ r a r r a u l t a n d ~ ~ ~ ~ b a c k ~ t h e k b a ~ e r  
9Furhw penetration horn Lucan's Irnpwium is unlikely, as reservist fleets haw now come tn k r .  Nonetheless, the Rghtjng is expected m 

continue in the region durlng the many rnonths to come. 

LlasdVZarushagar (0928 A89794443 Date; 258-1 118 
qA report from fleet headquattws announred, The brave wadon of the 166th Fleet h m  apparently all ken k t  in owamerce niding dudes 

near Capital itsef.Theirshort-term raiding an the memywar naddubtfiem, and their kng-tmn &#ton enemytdeand c m ~ e w i l l g r e a Z l y  
aid the war effort. They should be remembed with honor." 

qDue ta arrive back in Zarushagar sgctor more than a month ago, m e m h  d the fleet have k m  witten off as casualties. 

ArndanllDalbel(2Ot4 A727Pc8&E) Date: 2-1 118 
IDivision among naval o f k e e  of the Daibd Fleet wer  mattem of future deployment erwpted today in mn'i 
¶A squadron, ostensible under the command Adrnlral Byron. b d e  nnks dtmhng training rnaneuwners and headed farkwrtir refudng. 
IThe rebellimn was led be Captain Kristian James, citing loyalty ta the Impmiurn as his motiw. 
Vhesquadron made g d  on its promises, refueied In an oderlyfashion, and lumped out oftheytern asa p d e d  squadron of D a M  laplii, 

unwilling to fire on i t s  own, continued its training maneuvers. 

WarintrJDalbei (0507 A889978-F) Date: 289-1 118 
W e  h p d s  6nal denial of an a w l  ta -In rhlp stmyth in Daibei s#tw M spwkd Mmm patrotirm and antihperium sentiment 
7'TheTrentyaf Ftahakguarantees us the right to maintain reasonable ship strengths,* painted wt LMd Cuinth, advisor bn the Duke. The Duke 

has prepand a written response to Lucan, the wenre d which has been made available to the press. 
qThe Independent Federation of Daibel is off~ially formed as of this day, to Incorporate w i l d s  a d  sutKectors of the and additional 

territories in 8aveSs Deep sector. 
!A pro-Imperial faction in the Maot of High Lords has been Isalatd and subject& b ham a m  until thc p h x l  of mnsition Is compkwd. 
SIThe Duke has assumed permnal control over Ithe new Federation until a more systematic gbvwnment can be ertablbhed. 



Narya/Daibei (1934 C877ADP-A) Date: 299-1118 
lThe111 th and 176th Reets, prwiouslyattachedto theDaiMFbeet,arrhd mll&lyheretodaytohold fhesystemforlmperial contml. Narya 

has traditionally been a stronghold of Lucan's suppbrt In the rimward regions of the secb>~. 
qGaining popular supporf ground troops haw been landd, and defensive measures are bdng undwkikm to mhtaff the Inwitable mtahtlon 

from rebd worlds which have aligned th~emsehnes with the new independent Meration of Paibd. 

DlslJZanrshagar (2436 87659A8-A) bate; 332-11 18 
!Vowing thatvengeancewill beha$ againsttheDaiEt rebels, Lucan's Fleet-nsisbFng mostlyofthe259h,dth,and 240th mer~gfleebd'nrertd 

from service against Dulinar--has finally reached and engagd i ts enemy. 
qlDaitsei ships in the system put up a tenacious fight but were wentually f o d  to withdraw In the face bf su@r n u r n h .  
q"lt's not thatwecouldn't matchthem in qualityof ships," said Ensign buis Hutura, anoff~wan a patmlvessd, 7heirequipmentls substadad 

and our of date, but there's lust so much of it!" 

Meduma Jaagudashaag (2'124 A67399C-C) D a e  344-11 18 
¶The Admiralty today announced majar galns against Dullnor's deep penetration ralders aperatlng In both Cole and Dagudashasg s#tws. 
~ T Q  date, merchant vessels totaling more than 2 miltion tons haw been destroyed In the dangerous bade corridor between Meduma and the 

rimward edge of Lishun sector. 
qMajor portians of the enemy fleet are apparently turning bdr bmsuse of m n c d  d b  against ltfieir supply and mrdinatkn harts rrvcr 

the last three months, 
I I I n  the face of ccrippfing loses In major engage men^ against the Vengeance Fleet eaRw thii year, mast of the commerce raMm are ex- 

to sortie back toward their own fines. 

Phaln/Gushemege (3029 B120963-F) Date: 3a0-1118 
1The Second Battle of Phah has finally ended h a decisive victory for the forcer d Sbephon. 
9Three of Lucan'r fleets engaged an undetmind numberof rebellious ships in thewtern bqllmlng on 328-1 118. T h e r m g g l e f a t h e ~ m  

has taken more than a month since the first engagements. 
g h e  battle was one characterized by smaller quadron actions rather than being a set plece cmWt 
Qln the end, attrition forced Lucan's fleets to withdraw, afkr having lart nearly TOO vmels to the fanatkal f a ~ e s  of Stmphon, 
YReperts on Strephon's losses are unavailable but are suspxted to be less than half h z e  of Cucan's fleets. 

I 

I 

- .  

F ~ o m  the Jour- of Empww Stre- AeUn AlWtalfkot 

361-1 1 1  9 

He know it's me, the Iiltlp bm and he's tenifid+ 
Imagine the homr when Oedipus wkes up, smugly Eying h i t i e  Ms mothwI and then be dim, "Dadwisn't dwd." 
You've got ra kill the lather, p u  M e  b m l d  I f  he m a t  stoy dead, it's jm t pmaf of what pverpne's been srryrirg all dong, that yau'rr not 

good enough. Come on8 panic, muke a mistake. A few more mistakes like that me, nnd it's a/! o w .  Make this smiw for oll of us. Daddy's bock 
and hc'5 going to make you answer far ewiyihing h o t  you did. 

Come to papa. 

1119 
3n 11 19 the second phase of the Rnal War, Desperation, began. This phase was charnctwtred by Increasingly d&& attwnpb to win the 

war by any means. One last final offensive by various factions, increasing talk of -weapons, and actr af profound yicism in p ~ d r t l n g  t b  
war became the norm during this period. At the same time, the continuing disintegration of the empin?, particularly in and amnd  The brnnin 
of Deneb and the 5abrnani Rim set up she wmiiq third phase. 

Dun'rna/Corrldor (1 205 B420ADE-F) Pake: 010-1 119 
9 F ~ c e s  of the Archdukeof h e b  and the Reertabbhed Vilani Empire havecome to blom around O e p t  Fot ldng Jolnterterdm agalnstvargr 

fleets In the region, ships from either side exchanged shots during akrage operations. Whkh side delivered the first s a l m  Is not clear, but it is 
certain that further cooperation against the Vargr in this sector i s  unlikely, a fact that will na doubt hurt the Vilani-wttld wrlds there, 

StmudenlSplnward Marches (2327 A745988-D)I 'Date: 012-1119 
qheimpressiw entourageof ships accompanying Lakht borlakht, rpirltual and rnintary l e d w  of thehlan invasions, was receivd Way in orbit 

around Station Five. He and his pemnal retinue disembarked at the rtation and took shuttle passage to the surfnca 

mm 





n 
BLakht dorlakht arrived on Stmuden in preparation for thesummit meeting arranged betweenkhduke Narris and the Aslan; immediately prbr 

to she summit, expectations were running high t h a t  progress would be made. 
qln the evening, takht Aorlakht met privately with Flfet  Admiral franathiaf, m n a l  enmy of the khduke, charged with containing hlan 

expansion through negotlatbn. 
PTheir rneetjng last4 more than hree hours, and was latw described as heatd. The threeday summit was cut shartwherr Lakht Awlakht 

storm4 from the chambers and immediately shuttled back his squadran. 
qTheddrniral's ofice has no expeaations of a future summit meeting anytime m n .  

AnaxlaslDelphi (1 724 A253A85-D) Date: 101-1119 
qWith the bulk of her reserve fleets committed to holding off Lucan's advances into her territory, Margaret has mustered sufficient strength to 

mount an attack against the fotomani invadm to rirnwatd in Old Expanses m r .  
qCo~entrating the relatively fresh forces of her t4Sth, 137th, and 67th fleets, Margaret has penetrated 10 panecs behind fmad Sdomanl 

fleeu, disrupting their lines of communication and supply, and spread out tocut off their retreat. 
SAdditionat forcm attacking out af Delphi sector are squeezing pockets of Solomani ship out of the area, forclnc~ many to disband into small, 

even, single-ship squadrons to attempt a breakout to rimward. 

Trlnl5pinwaFd Marches (3235 -4-F) Date: 117-1 119 
q.4 daring raid by subjugated humans has result4 in the destruction of an Alan cruiser in orbit amund Dodds, 
PThree human ships which survived the raid a r r i i  at Trin within the week, reporting lmrnediatgly ta naval authwitks, 
glThe ships were the Va!udem and the V e i M  Dream, bth Type 5 ships, and  the Stmming R F M ,  a T y p K  vessel. 
qThe Veiled Drwm has been unoHicially renarnd the Rovagw by her crwsince the incident. 
qThese three ships, and three athcn which did not survive the mission, approached the AsIan Cruiser K h o l s t d  while in space d ~ k  at M s .  
YScoring hits with several laserturrets and at least five missil~, the Kholstesod was wracked by internal explosions which: brokethevesei's back, 

according to the human crews. 
qlnterceptd Aslan communications support the daim that the Kholstcsudwas indeed dertroyed. 

CyrllJReft Sector (27 38 A7A69BP-F) Date: 125.1119 
1 Major offenses between lthe forces of Dulinor and Strephon have broken d m  into widerpread, s~rad'u brawls between the shattered fleets. 
fThe attrition suffered in Cushemege sector have k n  the most terrible so far, totalling thousands of vessels and morethan m million casualties 

to both sider. 
m t h  his strongerflwts beginning to glw ground before Lucan's fences, it is unlihlythat hl inwwil l  m m i t  additional to the fight agaistst 

Strepbn; the fleets already there will tx charged with b b i q  off the impstw until the entire tide of the mfib s h ' i  bxk into his advantage. 

From tke j ' o u y d  of Empero~ Strephtm AeUa 

Dulinor, yao blind homiddd rnmiachtard, get out of my way md let me nt him! Mot the hdI da yw Wnk p ' m  dairy? 

Kaggushus/Massflla (0402 A 4 4 2 M f  C) Date: 137.1113 
¶Obviously committing the last of his reserve fleets, Dulinor has pushed out d Zarushagar sector through Massiilia, temprarity cutting the 

qlElementr of Dulinor's 9th, 41 st, and 278th fleets, among others, have cut a swath af systems 30 pa= bng and fiw pan- deep, virtually 
bridging the gap between Dulfnoh worlds and those of Margaret. 

qThe admiralty issued a statement calling the attack a "desperate attempt to open a new front, diverting our resou~es from our drive toward 

qlThe statement also announced that the incursion would be routed out within a few months, but until that  ljtirn C area is to beconsidered 
too dangerous for m d .  

Venad/Hlnterworlds to402 A221621-8) Date: 13P13 19 
qMargaretasMrniraltytsday wnfirmed suspicions that haofFensiveinto OH btpan~pan~essectorhas been wrysucml todate ,  and thatsobrnani 

Fleets there are beginning to ddispene in front of her advancing squadrons. 
IThe Admiralty also announced that their isrtetligcnceconfihns that many Solamani vssds, Independently a d  In smallsquadms, adr~breaklng 

out through the Hinterworlds swrtor. 
PMargaret Is making a sector-wide appeal for assistance qainst the aggresxrr Solomanl; bauntres ranging from hundreds of c d h  ts'to grants 

of nobility are being offered for information about or confirmed destruction of fleeing blomani vmsels. 
qVenad's starport will be the oRcial processing center for all claims concerning Solomami activities within the Hinterworlds sectw. 



qThe brutality of the raid left no fxilities or ships intact, and all ~ n a d  were n!pftedb lkjlled w taken prisoner. 
BThaugh technically alreadywithin thedslan spheresf influence in the seaw, human belt mining bperatjom had beenconductedwithoutkslan 

interference for more than a year. 

AkVSplnward Marches (2035 84439817-9) Date: 153-1119 
q Asian forces have crushed a bloody rebellion among the warlike Kritin f h n  of the ruling houses of i d s .  
q The fac~onk forces, I d  by f ya r  McTavish Kritin, forced their way inta the &Ian dipbmatic compwnd, slaughtering rwwal dozen f i d  

govermrs and their rehiners,Yhe Klitin held thecompound forfiw days, encouraging otheractsof violence against the unwelcome Aslanwerlwdz; 
sporadic outbreaksofunrertwrxk& the entire planet during the long &"fhourniqhtofAki.With the helpof &fan Marines, thehrlakht mapturd 
the diplomatic compound, executed the Kritin captured there (including Tyrar), and brought the s t a t e d  emergency under control. 

v h e  unrest has, hwwver, halted sweral expeditions of ihoteifurther into tk cem& q i o n s  of the world, and many hwe 'begun whrning to 
the diplomatjt compound seeking safety in numbers from a ~ i b b  dangerous subject papulatiom. 

Kaggushus/Mass7lla (0402 A442AA7-G) Date: 162-1119 
7 It was repond today that elements of the 160th a n d  200th reserve fleets engaged and destroyed a large force loyal to the pramdw 

Strephon, In the engagement, an enemy flagshipwas obliterated by missile fire, and primners i n t e q a t d  suggest that the imposter hlmseff may 
have been among its casualties. The i m p s t d ~  own propaganda sugg- that he w u l d  personally lead hh warships, much as the me SLrephan 
often said he would in tjrnes af great struggle. 

q The Admiralty will not confirm the death of the irnpbster Strephan but sugges& that careful attention be paid to his folbwers in the waked 

Esaltn/Spinward Marches (1004 C565673-8) Datc 163-1119 
7 The rumored rmrganization of Zhodani fleets hns been further evidenced bya recent cut in the numkr  of paml vessels in the h l i n  system. 

M e n  questioned on the matter, the reprerentativeaf theZMani ambasradar said, "Ageneral reorganization of our fleets is in order,fawing 
newer, more powerful vessels. Older ships are being ternwed from active m i c e ,  nothing more." 

9 V I e  Admiral Thurpugd, howwer, said the Zhodani are doing exactly the opporite, pulling modem ship out d the line and apparently 
replacing them with other ships. It is rumored that the Zhodani may be in the throes of an impending change of government psribkyviolmt, 
or putting down a rebellion against pzianic rule. 

laask/Hlnterworlds (2829 EP(C3AAP-B) Date: 179-t119 
9 Chorschuv, popular leader of laasiv's 33 billion inhabimnts, announced W a y  that he has completed a long-term pact with the Hivw 

government to build large caqo  vessels to accommodate human passenger and freight service. 
q The Hiver representativa have a g r d  to gradually increase the capacityof the shipyards fmm E lo B, a pme55 that should be completd in 

7 Ships built a t  laasivwillgenerally be putintoservicealorq theAtikeRunand theBruiaDhgonal,cd bylaasivans,and managed by Chomhw 
for the lliver owners.The boom t6 the system will probably lead to a gradual increase of lwal technology as well, according to the planetary 

f More than 500 large verseb, totalling more than 1 1 miltion tons, will be built b fill the Hirer ordq the jump d r 'm  will not $e bulk at laash 
but will be obtained from the Hivet Federation. 

Capital/Core (21 18 A586A98-F) Date: 183-1 1 19 
9 In Lucan? fifint address to the citizenry as a whole in owr a year, he expressed his expectations that the vast mabrity of the IrnpeTiurn will be 

reunited under his banner within the next par. 
7 "Our fleets are advancing system by system toward Dlan as resistancecrumbler before them. ltshould bewithfn only a few monthsthat Dulirwr 

and his forces capitulate." 
7 The Emperor then wenton to announce new negotiationswith Margaret and communications with thekhduke d Deneb, suggesting that 

those fragments of the shattered lrnperium might soon return to Lucan" fuld. 
9 In his entire 45-minute-long addressI the Emperor did not mention the p r e w e s  Strephn or the battles being w g d  along that fmnt 
(s The Emperor appeared tired though resolute, using a newly found commanding tone in his, speech which was broadcast Aive here on Capital. 

Esalln/S plnward Marches (1004 C.565673-8) Date: 1m1119 
1 The Admiralty today released photographs of sweral Zhodanl ships performing frontier dudling in the system just one week ago. The tvm 

ships in high guard position am shown quiteclearly in the photos; thy have wffeml tremendous battle damag-ntire sations of their hulls haw 
been burned away and hastily patched. 



broadcastwarnings not tointerferewith their refueling, apparentky aimd a tb th  Imprial and Zhdani forces in r h e a r e w o  Zhdani fmer aided 
or Interfed, though they had patrol ships in the vicinity to monitor the situation. 

7 Once refuelled, 2he entire convoy retreated and jum@ out of the system. 
1 There has been no offkial explanation given; spe~ulation rang= widdy and i s  largely unconfirmed. 

Rag g ushuslMassina (0402 A442AA7-GI Date: 212-1 1 19 
9 Strephi's military commanders, faring wrlywith their flee& ag Jmt Lucan's forcer, hwe turned b a mas proaaganda campaign aimed 

at several f!& opposing them. 
f Through mry avallable means of broadc&1ng, thqr hsve put out a plea from St* himself in whkh he h s b  that he b gmdnely the 

Emperor, and he o p s  his arms to any who will loin hlrn En his struggle against Wan.  
q Thew are m accurate num- indicating Strephon's success, and h e r e  are certainly m mass cmmsbm of &ctr or ships to hh cause. But 

the growing body of widence that says Strephon lives must certainly be putting ides into the heads af Lucan'z off~ers and men, the wry men 
Strephon must fght. 

Fmm the J O C C T ~ ~ ~  of Empwtw Smpkan AelLa 

M y g d  this h ' t  M r q  mpmm. t5rp got Mu& up to my Plbw, &it just keepr nrnnlng out of m y p q d ~ ~  It's n u w r b  hwn M r  rya 
o n d t h e i r m d W r m a s e 4 ,  d ~ t i m e I  tryto dpcitoff, ljurrsm#rritEwwndtfwtmuh wme. 

Evoywhm 1 turn, I'm k,IIing my M e .  ThyCre d my m e :  the me3 thot fight Iw me, ond h e  o m  Lhot @ht rrgunsl m. 
How did I ullow &is to begin? 
And how do I stop it? 

From t h  me& of Dr. E d  Kagadm 

/ m ~ n g t u ~ e h i m q d n t o a l l o w h i m t o ~ ,  T h i s k t h e f i t s t P h r e ~ d / ~ h a d m ~ t h l ~ ; s i n a t h c ~ o d & d M s l a t i ~ d i c d ~  He's 
ostrwrgrman, / t r c q u I ~ ~ ~ m t h t r I a r g c ~ a  topi himdavnnow. 

'Fhehndar)r~thtJecadphaJe,eesp#ation,andthethirdphase,l~,b~ntWkrtbkedl~~edgaappearadinllM. 
lmtrimkRty is d d d  m the phmewhm the faction Iders finally reared b their dismay zhaf as much m they might hy te plll brick from tk wr, it 
waa no longer @ble The w a r  w a  out of their hand4 and had taken on a hfe of itrwvn, a n d  ms systemmlly destq4ng tk Third Imperium. 

Antareslh tares. (242 1 A762ADA-D) Date: 012-1 120 
qMBased on an analysis d the neutrino emissions and the h m a s e  In pulsatron rate of the 5tar Antaw, we M i w e  the chance of Antares going 

supernova within the next 250yean Is about 55 percent" s t a t d  01. S h  CakivindtheUuchaMmnm kal Observatory, hated  in the red giant's 
inner belt. "Now that the Circumsolar Neufrino Senm Network is on-line, we have been able to d n e  wr data tenfold overour v b u s  work" 

q a h i n  Cam-Cinn, science dvixrr to Archduke Bnk, replied to the UAO announcemen$ sagng, 'We've heard these kind of negative pd~ctions 
for d d a  on .end from the Uucha Station. Such grandiose predictions m d&gned more to justjfy incsezwd spendiq for the station than to 
conclude anything useful." 

C a p b l / C m  (21 18 AS6498-Q Date: 027-1 1m 
q f  heunveiling ceremonyfor The hmryOfDm~,aspecia! ~ulpturecarnmiatoned byhpcrarbn,mkpIacePDday.7hepiece has r e c e M  

a lot of attencion men More it was publicly presented Qnce it was created by the prominent mlptor Trow Shadii-ZrZskany, noted for her 
antrwenia! works pwtsaying antl-Imperial hma. 

qThesculpture presents a menacing imgeof Dubinor- a pistol in one hand, grabbing thedying Emperor Strephon bythecollar h theother. 
fhc h e m y  of Dream is  dtu& in the cmter d the Imperial Park. T b g h  the subject is  one w r y  Imperial c r i n  knom dl, the gmtque  style 
of the statue ha evcrked strong emotion, b t h  p m  and anti-Imperial. 

IShadii-Eriskany was mticeably absent from the unveiling. Aepresentativesofd?et)lronerrpwtthat rhel&sbrt~aftercompletlng the~ulpture 
to join her husband, who has been vacationing in a nearby s p a n .  



YlandNand (1 7 17 AW7a9A-F) Date: 032-1 120 
qTheVilanl Ministry of Technokqytdayanmrunced that it had issued to the majotmegacorporatiansof theempire a Rquf!stforPmposal (RFP) 

to re-implement the traditional technological patent system of the First Imperiurn. 
ICashina Enerish, spokesperson for the mlnlstr): sald, 'Thecontrol o f t ~ h n o k q y  b y t k  First lmperlurn warmereasan why1twasaMetbendure 

far more than 5000 years. Theshadow emprorand theminister oft~hno!ogy are united In thdr belief thatthe reimplementatianaf thetraditional 
patent system will be an impdrtant part of this Empire's foundation." 

TaurlJvland (181 7 At3W198-E) Date: 034-1 120 
TMakhidkarun, Sharurshid, and Nansirka held a joint n m  canfere~e today to dims5 their support for the traditional system. They also 

announced a technology-sharing agreement and  cross-licensing pactwhichwuld a l h  each to usethetechnolqydwelaped by theothers under 
thc traditional system. 

PThe holding company, to be jointly owned byhethreemegdcorporatbns,wnukl beadminlsterdfmm a new coprate  headquarters onTauri. 
The announcement concluded with a dramatic ritual announcementof thename~l#tedfortheneworganfzation-Aamikep.fie name is a now- 
archaic Vlani word for patent law. 

AnaxfarJDelphl (1 724 AZ53A8S-Dl Date: 047-1 120 
PBuring a routine press conference today, Ducks  Margaret announced that she Is pregnant, canfirming rumors of the pat sweral weeks. 
¶Margaret went on to say that she i s  carrying twins. 
YHer husband, Count Blaine Tukera, L said to be tooking forward to being a father again. 

KnabblbICore (21 15 A331758-F) Dater I a 1  120 
qJulian Trane, distinguishd p f m r  of intmtdlar histmy, w a  a m  w a y  an fmsonws puM- & a g s  by ag#lts of* hperw Lucam. 
BTrane's epic historical work, The lnavitability ofNQht, was published clandestinely despite a ban by the Imperial Mini- af Infarmation. That 

publication led to his arrest on a charge of treasonous publication. 
The Enwitability of Night hypothesizes that interstellar civitization progresses through a continuing cycle of expansion and reg mion fudd by 

economic and technological factors which cannot be moided by any intelligent culrure. 
Yln his last intervim before his detention, Professor Trane commented t h a t  he saw parallels between the beginning years of the Long Night and 

the present Rebellion, 
flmpen'al authorities refused comment 

It took several years for copier of The 1naitubil;tyof Nightto make it to the cutoff Domain of Deneb. 'Whm they did, the message of daam 
I 

sparked riots on several Denebian worlds. The worst of these was on Mora, and the casualties, 37 dead and w e r  400 wounded in swmt 
violence, prompted Archduke Noms to respond (see page 4). 

SharimJCushemege (1038 A435967-C) Date: 194-1 126 
?Doubt continues as ta the truth behind the reappearanccofsbephon in Gushemege sector, derpite thevima!lyahluteevHencethat hedied 

in Dulinofs assassination plot on Capital in T 11 6. 
Wecent conjectu res in the press have provided three distinct explanations for the individual calling hirnsetf Strephn. He could be a surg'mlly 

altered actor, a pseudobiological robot, a clone, or the real Stsephon (whose double died In the assassination). 
INo firm evidence has been preented for or against any of th~econjectum. 
BSurprisingly, sweral leading nobles (including Brzk and Margaret) have made public statements leavig open the psibij ity that the individual 

in Gushemege i s  really Strephon. On the other hand, the anly thing that Lucan and Dulinor seem to agree on i s  that he "real" Stmphon is an 

Time after Zimc I hwe been able to squwze unfomeen strength out of m y p p l e  to peservemy cause. I h m  b m  hiding bad the Imposter 
md the Pretender ut the same time, mdnow Vege sees fit Fto deny methe support I need to finafl),h#n bock the tide. At his cusp of victoryI ufter 
a# that they h w ~  work& for, what purpose could theypossjbJy hove to deny me the tools to fuIliIE our datiny? 

I must remember hut Iomru!;ng what hus hir torim//ybeen the rnosCrebcIIi~us of thelmpwrpwra/domdns. W h y s h o u l d ~ g r l r w t m e m y d i f f m ~ f  
Beyond a certain pofnr I must f i  my dmirals to do whot t h q  must do. 



StlfnJVerge (1 809 A324658-E) Date: 201-1 1M 
qln a lightning raid, unidentified force attack4 this w d d  and snded the capha), -Flying off art treasurer, dried precious m d s ,  and  

technological cornponenu, while leaving the city in flames. 
qlnitial reports that the form were Imperial Marines (reflecting their initial radb I$enffition) h a e  been dkounted as a ruse. 

ReglnalSplnward Marches (1910 A788899-C) Pate: 3061120 
qThe A~hduke of &neb today announcd the establishment of an Imperial force dedicated to rnalntiiining thetheure Men of the lrnpwium. 1 
q"Aftwcareful consideration," the Archduke stated, " the gwmrnent has determined that a s p i a l  f o r c e 0  be k m n  as the P a t r o n  b a t  

exKutc the policies of the Domain of Deneb in securing the Impe~al borders from the incursions and invasianr which are m m o n  of late" 
qPatrol ships wi IE cruise the borders of the domain with powers to repel invaders and to putsue them into non-imperial territorin.Armed P a d  

ships will carry troop units capable of boarding actions and planetary surface missions. While the Patrol may call upon Imperial and Rwrve  Nay 
forces, it will be quipped and trained to deal with most situations with its own strength. ' SIPlanetary positjons will initially be fifed by reserve naval and rniktary perronnd. Additional positions are open ta wrtiistmmt 

9As an enlistment incentive, Patrol retirees will receive up to 100 square kilometm of land on an agricultuml w other suitable W. R7b b 
expe~ted to te espechlfy attractive to Aslan enlistees and is being announced in Man. 

?The &fan translation of Patrol is Trekhyair, or "land Protector." 

Mora/Splnward Marches (3124 M A - - F )  Date: 252-1 120 
gArchduke Norsis today officially n a m d  Mora as the capital world d the ptovisional government ofthe h a l n  of Deneb, 
7"'From this beautiful: world, we wilt 'together be able to build outward, beyond our current M e r s ,  toward the full lmperium as weonce knw 

it," Norris said in prepared remarks. 
gMara, already the capital of the sector and subsator, Is e x p d  to undergo a healthy increase in employment and constmct'm to keep up 

with it4 new respon5ibilities. 
TThe centml location of Mom within the Domain of Qeneb was seen by analysts as a principal wamn far the mwe. 
YThe Duchns of Delphine was reprerented a t  theceremonies by her grandniece, Elane, next in line to rule Mom itself. 

Warinlr/Datibei (0507 -78-'F) Date: 261-1 120 
meSolarnani Naqhm hen driven kkwi~h~lwer~threefleetrdtheFederationdD~Navy~aswiesdfengqmmbalongthebordw, 
$The initial penetration by Federation f o ~ e s  reach& the industrial complexes at Uston/Daibei (01 39) and neighboring Aston/Daibei (01 401, 

and spent more than a month destroying the Sobrnanf manufacturing installations of the sptem M o r e  being forced to withdraw. 
PThe pursuit drew the 501omani Navy into Qaibei territory, where it was ambushed at Sineli (01 27). 

TrlpoFfs/Verge (2612 'B&85A!WE) Date: 269-1 120 
qunidentified forces attacked this world nxen2ly a n d  looted the population cent- of the -tern continent. Initial rrports indicated that the 

athcks were carried out by llelish Army troops, but pst.attack inwstigations have disprwen that thmry. 

AnaxIasJDelphi (1 724 A253AgS-Q) Pate: 27@1120 
PDuchas Margaret gave birth to twins today, sparking an air of celebration around the world. 
9The first child, a girl, was born at 20:00 exactly. Her name is JulFa lphegenia h s i r  Tukwa. Folkwing his sister by f 2 minuter was a m, Paub 

Trulla Strephon Tukera. 
IBoth chirdren and the mother are in g d  health. 

L'mul d'Dleu/Splnwad Marches (3010 B98AS t 0-B) Date: 275-1 120 
qThePatmr has begun s ~ u r i t y  sweeps along the traditional Imperial corward hrderof Denebin the Dornain'scontinuingeffortto repulseVaqr 

corsair invasions. 
fThe Patrol, nevvly established by the Archduke of Deneb, began active operations almost immediately using naval resew ships and crew. In 

a show of force, the first sweep was assigned the border from L'oeul d'Diw/Spirrwatd Marches to CorfiniumJDeneb. 
!Elements of the Patrol fleet will be detachd to specific trouble spots in the region. 
91n a relatcd development, it was announced that the Imperial Naval Base at L'wul d'Dieu has been handed .owr to the Patrol as n permanent 

base d operations. 

WaFrlMagyar (01 16 C89A98C-E) Date: 301-1120 
qThe Solomani Navy has driven back wlth heavy l o s s  thelnvading Daibel fleet Forterwh~hwme marauding thehdurtrlal cnmplexesof Llrton 

and Aston in rimward Daibei sector. 
Ihitial dispatches calling for assistance wwe answered by hro k b m a n i  task forces under the command of Admiral john Charles. 
9Once the Daibei fleets weredriven off, a prtion of the force remain& a t  Uston to secure it from further attack and to rendwasristance. Pdrniml 

Charles continued the pursuit of the enemy fleet inta enemy territory. 



IThefather of the children, according ta Dr. Setree, b the late Emperw S w a n .  
1Dr. Setreesaid Duchess Margamtwill wan file a petition with the Moot to act as regentin behalf of herdaughter, jufla lphegenla CarsirTuh, 

who as the direct descendant of Strephon would be next in line for the throne. 
PSpokesrnen for the Duchess refuse to confirm or deny %tree's allegations. Neither of the children has been ~een In pubk slnce their blrth, but 

holarecordings of the twins have been released. 

Hexos /Spinward Marcher (2828 BS34420-g)l Date: 344.1 7 2 0  
llrnperial authorities under Archduke Norrir are invertigatEng claims that Asian hutel using bolq'kal warfare have slaughtered more than haw 

the population of this world. 
qspokesmen have not released completedetaik, butsaki "morethan adozeh" warshipsdm way&lasrl lnwqelns upan arrblatthesyst#n. 
9More than the 35,000 people have died in the last week, most of them in the capital city of Dione. Deaths of hestack are also m. 

Capltall/Core (21 18 -98-F) Date; 351-1 120 
SNaval spokesmen for Emperor Lucan have announced continued 5uuer5 h their rimward campaigns. 
3"klomani forcescannot stand up tothe technologicaldwelopmentsthat ourweapons research- have mxentlycompleted," mid RearMmital 

Daadushaa. W e  are, in fact, calling back some of our fleet elements in other areas ss that  those ships can $e retrd~t td.  
9 '7he Emperor is preparing an ultimatum to be deliwred to the false claimants around the lrnperiurn oncethis updatehasbeen nccampr~hed? 
qDaadushaa said hecould not cornmentat thistimeon the natureofthe experirnentalweaponz, but said Lucan's m a g e m k l  be announced 

publicly a t  the same time that ambassadors carrid it to outlying regions. 

11 21 saw the end of the Desperation Phase, the firm beginning of the Irretriwabii'i Phiw. From 1121, fadon leaden were only reacting tn 
one disaster or rmersal after another, and were m Longer in control of wen& 

HexosJSplnward Marches (2828 B534MR4) 
SPECIAL BULLETIN: RED ZONE O E t U R E Q l  
9lrnperial authorities under Archduke Norris today reported the death of the last native human inhabitant of Hems, dwastated by plague. 
IClairns that AsIan ihotei used biolqical warfare to depopulate the worki have not been disprwen. W a t e w r  it i s  tfiars kilRng these peaplea 

Aslan appear to be immune," said Dr, Itllia Kartjnian, a scientist investigating the disease, 
TTAS adviser all trave2leci that  Hexos b henceforth classified for travel, as a. Red Zone, with all contact intdiaed. 

Capitallcare (21 18 A586A9SF) Date 0261121 
INaval spokesmen for Emperor Lucan haw announced cantinud sucess in their rimward campaigns but refuse to deine details in an effort 

to reduce the ability of the Solomani tb plan stratqically. 
P'The devastation we are deaBng these rebels is m extensive that the Sabmani Navy has recently been umMe to repwt back tkwhmbwts  

of parts of its fleet, Rebel leadea don't know where their sh ip  are, 50 we see no n d  to help them out What we can say is that many of d . 1 ~  
ships wan't ever report back." 

pAn anonymous wurte claw ta Emperor Lucan said that the recmt " s u p e ~ a p m s s p # E h *  doer d a t e  te there m l  m. The E m v r  
would not have put his technical staff on thespot unless he knewrhat real breakthmughswwe being made. Whatour scientists haw accomplished 
is, in a. word, stanling. The Emperor expects a complete cmsation of hostjlities as w n  as his ultimatum Is d e l i w d  to the l e d m  af the various 
rebellion factions." 

AnaxiaslOelphi (1724 A253AsS-D) Date: 027-1 121 
q5pokesrnen for Duches Margaret still refuse to anfirm or deny recent allegdtlons that one or bOth d hschildren are thedirect descendam 

of he bate Empemr Strephon. 
IDuchess Margaret's personal physicianclaimdl shdyafterthe birth thatthetwinswwethe rrsultofartificialinseminatim and thattheduck 

would make a claim tor her daughtefs axension to the throne. 
qDr. Setree went into hiding shortry thereafter* but not More changing his stpr). "furta lphqenia CasJIr Tuba is  the daughter d Ducks 

Margaret and Count Blaine'rukera, but PauloTrul!a StrephonTukera is thesonof DuchaMargaretand EmpemStrepb,thefruit ofa prd#tilized 
egg that 1 implanted myself in a short and simple operation. The DNA data that I have on file can verify t h i s  fact vhemwe the Duchess allom me 
b aelesse the information." 



Terra/Solornanl Rlrn/Sol (1827 A36JA69-F) Date: 05&1121 
T i l e  conclave of the Solomani Party m a n  this week amid corrtrarety as the libqal wing of the party called into quation the dgfinition of 

Solomani. 
BHard-lincnobj+xtd sarenuausly towen considering a r e v i d  definftion, and zheruller eomrnittee remained deadlock& al3erdayrof testimony 

and speechmaking. 
m e  original definition of Sobmani rowral only humans barn on Tern. This definition wm later changed to.cover membn of lhe  k l m a n i  

race. 
I A  simple saliva test ir available which can confirm Solomani status. 
qLiberal party mernkrs are d i d 4  into three factions: the Humanisb, beliwe that all human races @ecause they all ultimately originate$ 

on Terra) are eligible for membership in the blomani Party; h e  HDV branch (from the initials of human, dDlphin, Vargr), which wants to extend 
the definition of Solonrani to include all intelligent races originating on Tern; and the Sophontists, who b e l i w ~  that the Sohrnani should embrace 
all intelligences vdhin their ranks. 

9Vntil recently, the inability of the liberals to agree on a course of action kept them f m  being a force in 5domani internal potiticr. 
qlAt a pre-Conclave meeting at Vega, the Humanists, HVD, and kphontisb agreed amidst heated debate ultirnate!~ to back the Humankt 

perspective In order to present a strong and uniftd front (with the H M  and the Sophontjrts obviously expecting funher movement w a r d  their 
own positions as time passes). 

Ring ton/Masslfla (2440 B443222-6) Date: 073-1 121 
SPECIAL BULLETIN 

gUnconfirmd reporb from anonymous sourteswithin the1 70th Fleetindicatethat the22nd Imperial M e e t  h a  h rnlssingfwawr60 days. 
$The 22nd is a crack unit that had k e n  deployed to the Diaspota Sector D e p t  in 11 19, whweit a b r b c d  the 5carrity Sleet already on site. 

The enlarged ZZnd reportedly ceasd responding to, or issuing, routine messages just after the beginning of the year. 
IRumors wggestthataspecial task force is in the Depot system conducting a thornugh investigation. Cowrierwepsta kwte thefletareunder 

way in nearby subsectors. 

Uson/Massilla (0717 Ati847CD-C) Date: 090-1 2 21 
¶In an agreement announced here today, tiortaler et Cie has agreed to a major exchangeof assets with theVtlani megacoprations Shansrshid 

and Naasirka. 
¶Most of Hortalds n m  acquisitions are located In the Dalbei, Diaspom, and Massllia sectrs. These assets include fadoria, sh l~ rds ,  Ind~!4rhl 

real estate, power plants, and space facilities. 
9[ln exchange, Hortalez relr#luished various holdings in Wand sector. It alx, liquidated an u n d i x h d  W'b of itr shareblding Wtibn R the 

two Vilani rnegacorpomtions. 

. 

q'This mark a new era in cooperation between megacoporations,* said Hohalefs senior partfolh director, Nils Petersm. 
q'We and ourVilani peerswill now enjoy mare contra! in our respeaivespkresof pn'rnary influmce.This mncentratjon afcmmencial Entemts 

into smaller astqraphic regions ensures continued economic security and health for the Impeilurn." 
qSenior Diretor 'Petersen denied suggestions that the exchanges had been mativat4 by fears that assets further from m e g a c w p 6 m b ~ W  

bases are more suxeptible to nationalization proceedings. He cited corporate cotnmunicatbn and cmtml diW~uWes as the major factor behind 
the mwe to divest such holdings. 

Capltal/Core (21 18 A586Am-F) 
prn aho l l y  unanticipated publicstatment, Em~rtucananmundthatasof090-1121, High Sydeanwill be theonlylanguqespokm during 

Imperial audiences. 
7This decree not only applies to the Emperoh lop1 s u b j a ,  but to all foreign dignltaries as wdl. 
qThe Emperor explained that this decree is intended "to honor my Sflean subjects, who have remained thmughwt this crisis. The othw 

great languages of the lmperium are no longer spoken only by my subjects. Thg. are spaken by traitors well. 
q"1 will not hear such languages in my charnben." 
qhcan's minister of protocol, Sarir Coma kii, was dismissed the day before the d ~ m m  issued. aFfidal spkesrnm for the thronedenied any 

cannection between the wents. 

Elmsls/Solornanl Rim (21 09 A789831 -E) Date: 1191 121 
qBreaking a long silence regarding the activities of the Imperial Regencyof Intell)gmeand fecurity, naval ~pdtesperxmr m l e d  that* had 

been surprisecf to discover that the primary IRIS wrdaw here on Eleusb h a  apparently been abandoned. 
qtn a tersestaternmt, Admiral Ensuk'ltlrisaid, 'TheRegencyis a sham, and; everpnc k r m m  i t  T h y  ran awayfmm Capital when fhtheywweneeded 

most, and now they've run away again. C;od knows where they've gone, but they'd h r  stay hidden. The Ernperofs patimce ha nrn out' 
qThe Admiral's comment regarding Emperor Lucan's patience refen to the fact that  the Regency is reyxrnsible for confirming l ~ a l  urccersws 

to the Iridium Throne and that it has already spent more than four years cornidwing Lucan's claim. 



qA 6Cklay ceasefire in 17 17 had prwiously been the extent of the R q e w 5  d iphadc  nchlevffnentr in the sector to date. 

F w o m  &e /-nab of Empzrw S-epkon AeUa AWtd id  

Who arc these IRlS pmpIe? 
You'd Lhink that I might hove heurdof them once or ?M~W. 
Whe owns hem, on$ whd are theygetting at? Besides €he obvious, olcou~~e, &tempting t o w  thmh the h p ~ ~ b r a k w s .  Per)rq ' 

someone should eqdain the Moot to them. lEor that mutter, pwhops s o m m  s h d d  cxP,a'n the Moot to the Mmt 
So why is hcm playing along? Unless he assumes hot they are rwl, and if he admits his i g n m r u ~  he71 m e b o w  mdemrt his ddm? 
Perhops IRIS is on to somefhing otter all, it h i 5  insecun'~aboutreywIed knowledge d& wen the damunts t h e m s e k s .  Certoinly l 'dund~ 

my miserable, @ic duim if I stood up md said I'd never heard of them betore. 
11'5 Iosanutiq, t h q h ,  how they've pulled t h i s  a#. Thkr story has not been questimd jn the flghtat. thir d t e  g m q  d -w 

iibemenzthen who con tell duimontr to the thmne where to get off in h e  name of swne hbhw, al/-pwrhrI sbinggulfing forr* of wdw md 
prddahility in the univene. Not o bud idea ofiw 01.  

I Damn it, it is faranating: the poples'will to belieye in the Lhings they need to betim in. like the lo t tq ,  and S t  Ws of Sem. 'We're cwght  
in cr trap// cm't wdk out " I er@olly f ie  how they've indudtd the p& obwt the s m t  psiwric mistance to the t h m .  lust m q h  of*at 

agreeing on i t  lirsl, frpnkly, it sounds better thm what we've got goiw right now. I think 111 Mieve in them. The s p i 6  me uEN4YJ in duuge. Tm 
bod things are so unplemm t right now, I mght  hovegotten a really good laqh out of that. 

Capltal/Core (21 I8 AS86A98-F) Date: 142-1121 
qln a dramatic throne m m  K-ene, Emperor Lucan expelled seniorVilani emissary Wed Urkirjii today. 
qThis went was precipitated when Ambassador Plenipotentiary Ukirjii greeted Lucan in Mlani, rather than High Sylaan. 
'IThisflagrant disregard of Lucan'sdareeof 090-1 I 21, which mandates theexclusive useof High 5yfean in lmperialchamh, ~ k k e d o n b k e n  

and elicited rage from the Emperor hirnsetf. 
Prt is reported that  Lucan's chancellor, h r e  A'Kenjl, bardy managed to prwent the Empwor from rexrrting to permnal violwe. 
SAmbassador Urkirjii and theentiretyof hisem bassywereexpHed from Capital thesameday.Thlscomesas arharp blowto rnanyofthetemainiq 

Moot mern b e q  who had hoped thatthe recently arrived Vilani delegation mig htsignal thebeginning ofxlme I d o f  cmperation Pucan's 
lrnperium and at least one of the other factions cunently striving for the Iridium 'Shmne. 

CuldeeJSolomanI Rim (3235 A 6 8 A S 9 )  Date: la81 f 21 
PA prerecorded pro-Reformist holocast was presented on Cuidee's aimmrestoday, galvanizing t)re local population into sharply poladzed camps 

that are divided wer the issue of pan-sophontic policy refom. 
qfhe halocast featured an address by the Secretariat's former minister ofemnomicr, Soshua Dahvin. 
9Dahvin presented a forceful case against h e  SecretariaPs increased drift toward the centrist policies of absolute r x i a l  purity and rnandatwy 

membership in the Society for the Sovereignty of Man m r  Machine (SSMM). In addition, Dahvin's wordscreated a whirlwid of public and media 
debate over the Secretariat's current "one state, one race" polfcy. 

rights of all xrphonts in all places at all times." 
qAndreanna Sarqaba, a spokesperson for h e  local Solkc ofice, dismisd Dahvln's m a r k  m "desperate rwings' that wece only to be taken 

seriously because they represented "a clear dalliancewith seditious intentw Ma Sarqabadeclined tocommenton whether the Secretariat ws likdy 
to take any action against Mr. Dahvin. 

RED ZONE DECIARED! 
PreserveSZarushagar (2329 E44989E8) Date: 179-1121 

qlndependent testjng teams have confirmed the use of biological weapons in the c u m t  stnlggFe for the drnavw continent of Rerewe. 



I lThe pseudwirus, d d u W  by locab as Reaper's Flu, is a rapldiy i ~ a d v e  oganiim that 1s capable of M l l l n g  vicdms within 12 b r s  of on= 
However, the virus may remain completely dormant for as long as Mm W, during Hmich time carriers can spread the disearc. 

f Appeals to the h a 1  Imperial authorities for enforcement of the Imperial Rules of War against the use of biological wqmnry are mmplkated 
bycurrent power struggles behwen Bnkand Lucan supporterswithin the bureaucracy. Vhrtunately, most of the farmer imperial forceson-planet 
are engaged on both sides of this struggle for Itxal dominance, 

plronitally, the ineffectiveness of the remaining Imperial adminisbatbn has bolstered support ht the lsolatianist cause. 

, 

AnaxlasJDelphl(1724 A253AS5-D) Date: Mb1121 
qTreason within Tukera tines has dampened the high spirits and wen higher securities trading that has spread lhrnughwt Margartfs domain 

since the so-called Hives Deal concluded last month. 
qThe Empress' nephew, Tancred von Harrer, explained that  an assassination plot against Margawt had came to the amtion of BlalneTukera, 

owner of the megacorporatian and Matgads husband. 
YAlthough no further specift were offered, expert observers speculate that the conspirators were mernbwr of the Vemene, the Tukwa 

Intelligence Agency. 
qThc Vermene has fallen into increasing disfavor here a t  murt on Amxias, and the empress has express& an interest in disbanding the agency 

in favor of a new intelligence service. 

Dlanlllellsh (1Q21 A801AQE-G) Date: 236-3 121 
¶After being locked in debate for more than a year and a half, leaders of theVirasan faith of Dlan has decreed that dying a nonviolentdeath on 

Dlan itself is na longer a requirementthat must ble met i f  a believer i s  to attain full rwelation in the afterGfe, They designated as martyrs all Virasans 
who have died off-planet while conducting essential business. 

$Many members of the Synod have denouncd the 457th Khanu and claimed hat they na bngw speak fat the m e  Vitaan faith. 
$Despite being a native Dlani, Emperor Dulinor i s  not a member of thevitasin faith. H w w w ,  mmon mount regarding hisinterest in its Wets. 

Vaward/Old Expanses (1 106 A79SA99-F) Date: 244-1 121 
qAn undi- mskforce h a  intercepted happrwching blwnanithwtfrwn t i w T ~ W o r l d s s u ~ a n $ d d & d  it. R w  mnfimred 

that the Solomani task fo-id to includeone BatRon and Wo Cru- ambushed by a numericanysuCP#iarfwae af Imperial craft 
¶Solomani losses w r e  raid to be heavy, whereas friendly forces were said to have sufferd only m i m  damage. 
¶Undisclosed murces within Margaret's milicary arganizatjan suggested that h e  task forre was not a reserve arrecret unlt retained far this 

purpose. The same source alw admitted ha wme nervousness, obswving that t h i s  friindly mystery fleet might not be so "Mendlf next time. 

AnaxIadDelphl (1 724 A253885-0) Date 187-1121 
l l n  her first official pubfic: appearance since the birth of her children. Margaret announcd that after two years sf negotlahns, s major 'trade 

agreement had been reached with the Hivpw. 
IPhk agreement i s  said to have a net value of w w  100 billion credits annually and i s  rumored to i n w k  the acquisition of advanced 

communication te~hnologier and medical automation. 
fTukera Lines has been contracted zo ferry Hiver buyw~fmm their homeworlds in Spica seclorthmugh theHlntmrfdsand finally onto Msrsilia 

a5 they gather shipmenu baund for Mker markets. 
IThis represents a major diplomatic coup for 'Margaretit affords h a  new economic pcrwerin the regian and e f f e d i i  sMesteps the Impdab 

Hiver trade route via Beywlfs Path, which was lost due to Solomani gains in the Old Expanses, 
PTrading in the Anaxian Securities Exchange w n ~  suspended three hours early, dosing with a gain of 572 p i n k  Ec-k experts oh& 

t h a t  the steep climb in trading was likely to continue unabated the next day. 
YTuken s t m k  ebwd at an all-time high of 194.32 crrdits per sham. 

MedurmaJDagudashaag (2124 A67399C-G) Date: 199-1 121 
IAFtera week of scattered reports, it seems t ha t  theforcesof Emperor Lucan havedealt a major defeat to the remaining n m l  asetsofS~phan8s 

lrnperium. 
qCaptain PradnirKulshugirii ofthe 50,000-tonneaimad cruiser5kagermk(which~endy arrived farrepirand dttl.ng),wasg'rwn pwmission 

by the Imperial Censor Bureau to recount several incidents of the fighting that he and  his ship had been in. 
$"5quadrons were going away in bunches," Kulshugirii said, "and mast of t b s e  bunches belonged to the enemy. Strephon's ttahmus thugs 

are losing h e a t  Even their officers are starting to admit that they know the real Strephon i s  dead. Theyweren't willing to sbnd their ground and I 
die fighting-that's the sign d a lost cause." 

(Captain Kulrhugirii refused to comment on mmon t h a t  ruggated that Lucan's ~QKM enjoyed a numerical l~piorityd more thn 3 1  h h e  
engagements, which were rnod?y fought along the spinward edge of the Dagudashaag sector. 

I 

1 



and that ttawllers were a d v i d  to pstpbne trawl into that  rqian. 
qhis annouccementcomes as a awere bbw to thegowrnment of Duke Craig, who ha@ his diplwnaticwerturesta theeluslw raic%ersw# 

result in an alliarnce against the Solomani ConfedemBon. 
f Unfortunately, rumors suggert t h a t  the Sokmani have had the greater Suck in this q a d  and havevested almost a scam sf the major raiding 

groups with letters of marque. 
Marignault rdused t o s ~ u l a t e  on the va!idityof thee mmm, although shedid mention that n~diplamatlc inltratba "were underway with 

new potential allies and are proceeding in a promising fashion." 

Date: 2951 121 

qExpwt absewers estimate that Strephon's forces suffered heavy losses durlq the Rghdng, IncludFng two BatRons, at  least bur CruRwts, and 
an unspecified number of carrim and escorts. tucan's losses are unknown but am beliewd to be ansiderably lighter. 

PTheonly announcemen'tmadethrrsfarbythe Lucanfs occupying forcesassud thegeneral population that  their "libemtion from the pretender 
Sttephon's yoke" i s  permanent and that  a "great nurnbef of assets arecommitted b ending the existenceof his "ilTegitimak Imperiurn* in the 
adjoining Cushemege sector. 

q[Spokesmen for Strephon's faction planned an undergmund press conference in respanse, but n e w  arr fvd  at the designated site. No 
explanations were received. 

Shakhamash/Gushcmege (2716 A94AWA.G) Dater 319-1 121 
VAher huo week of constant and birter fighting, Lucan's naval elements have drben off the Strephonist defenden of thk system. 
qLossa on both sides were heavy, although cxperb agree with the assessment of Lucan's Admiral Rapida Amani that the Bartle of Shakharnash 

represents a "crippling b l o g  to Strephon's Impwium. 
qFrom Zhe winning, Lucan's 17 numbered, mlonial and m e  flee$ enjoyed an immense numerical adwantage. h a 1  Strephunist 

commanders had assumed that Lucan's f ~ ~ e s  in the Dagudashaag Salient representd his mtire invasion force. Consequently, the massive attack 
upan Shakhamash came as a complete surprise. 

qLucants commitment of an additional 1 7 fleets makes this the largmt campaign to be launched In hM years. ft also indicates t h a t  most military 
analysts throughoutthe lrnpwiurn grossly underestimated thenumber of fleet assets that Capitolwaswilling toriskin atampaignagainfiStrephon'~ 

From the jaurntab of Emperw Strepbe &&a A W h a U d  

I never though this would hoppen, but hMre g o i q  to get me wt d h i s  mess. Me ond all d my w M r y  pwpIe, that ;5. 

"No, I'm sosry (whin; dici;), but I can't submit to u physicad e x ~ m i n ~ o n  (did). Jhut wid be beneath my dignity as sopmc man& of 
fie Third lmpwium (whirr, buzz). Conat you w e  thot I'm the h-em-mperar? (did dididdiddid.)" 

Oh, it3 ail so simple. Hove you ever noticed that the mare yoursrope of respnsibi!ity rixedes, the simpla all of your dm'sions bmmbecwne? 
Come ondgek me IRl5" I'm a fake. Then hey ccm Eemr my pwpIe alone, 

Arndanl/Dalbel(2014 A727AWl-E) Date: 332-1 121 
Vln an il l-t imd blowto the fortunes of RreplwnEs war-wrackd Imperium, the Imperial Regenqd Fntdligmct and Secun'ty announced t d a y  

h a t  Strephon's daim to the Iridium Throne has been offdally disallovved and, therefore, formally declaredl voH. 
qRegentr from IRlSwere cornpelled to eliminate thelndividual who claims himself to be the "real" Strephan when thy =re denied permission 

to conduct a number of mutine tats. These tests are required of all wuld-be wccerrorx in ardw to determine the validityaftheir dalms. T h e m  
are designed to discover if the Pest subject is either a r o b t  or a cloned entity. 

qThis n w  was delivered by Senior Regent IrwnaThorfef, who had been presumed lost In the tragk (and still unexplained) Mettern;& e x p h i m  
which ~ c u r r d  just oufiide Sharim (1 038 Gushemege] Downport airspace sweml months ago. 

qThorfel refused to explain howshesusviwd this disasterwhich, according toofficial reporb, clairnedthe livesof all handsand parsengemaboard 
the Metternid. 



Fmm Zkar J-4 of Emperor h p k o n  AeELn A&hdibi 

C o d  bye, p u  IRIS buffoons, haw a nice CMI Ww. 
YoAo, p-ha a pime's life fw me No, better ye;t I think 17i be a spy. They how dl the p w a .  
JM p i  Iatwl Have fun storming the castle! 

Phaln/turhernege (3029 B1MP63-F) Date: 352-1 121 
Pkbr almost a month of intense fighting, local units af Stmphon3 llmperiurn surrwrdered to Luca~ucan's k e r  hew on Phaln. 
PThere was little joy among Lucsn's command M, who have lost over 350,W men in the fighting. 
Pdthough the Strepbnizts fared Irtle better, their sti f f  resistance has blunted the--pronged Cushemege campaign, whkh tucan's general 

s€aff has dubbed the "&termination Offensive" (referring to its Intended objective of dimirra'ting Strephan's Irnperiurn). 
qNaval spokespersons refused to comment on tumors that the offensive has so battered the nearby systems that it has became tmpo#lble tn 

repair even minor battle damage due to the dertruction of witable starport facilities. 
qThere are  alm uncodrmd mmon of disproportionate losses in TankRon auets, 
I T h w  various factors suggest that the recent decline in the pace of the E K t m i n a t h  MFenshre m y  in fxt  portend a complete sbndstlI1. 
9 B  this were to be the case, it Is unknown how long Lucan's forces could remain on si'te, given their already averextend& lugistical situation. 

The lrretrievabillty Phase contlnuecll thmugh 11 22, and dlnaxed wlth lhe beglnnirg of the bur th  and final phase of the Flnal War proper, 
the0lack War. Althaugh the factions recognized that theywere no longer in control of wents, thywerevnableor unwilling to md the fighting, 
and continued it by whatever means were still available. The Black Warwas the mutt Coordinated fleet actions were impassible, bmuse the 
fleets were gone. The units that were left were carefully hoarded as the faction leadenhip sought a solution to the current impasse. However, 
lest their opponents take advantage of this breather, deep, and highlydestru~tive strikes were made against the oppositian's infrastructure to 
keep them off balance. 

In principle, the BlackWarwis similarto a warof commerce ra!dlng:strlklng b y s u ~ a t t h e ~ m y ' s  unprbwkd ~ m k  p w r .  In practice, 

wilds which could no bngw support thdrpopulations, and the appearame of the W r n  Trade, !in whkh p p l e  ky the millam wnigratd from 
the war z o n e  and the cfaamed and failing worlds 20 the factions! corer wre there was a hope of survival. 

Ldshkagur/'r'Delphl~0830 B74498A-C) Date: 027- I122 
V h e  2000-ton, jump3 Tukera Lines merchantman Obmbeganits joumeytdaytatk Hver Federation, marking the formal cornmmment 

of Margaret's recent trade agreement with the H i m  Federation. 



qTh.epilot,Ma~Skulpfeffer, wasableto jettison thevehicle's f u d m d s  beforrthecmftplawedintoanapenfidd. Skulpfeffer, theonlyindMdual 
to die in the crash, Is c red id  with saving the liver of all aboard. 

q Dahvin--whose liberal policies regarding pan-sophont riihtr and d~enlml'iation ofthe Confodmtlon have earned him many enemies in the 
Secretariat-as vacationing on the Culperna Sea on Hdrubal(2939, Kukukanfkbmani IRirn) when the t ~ ! d ~ t  =curred. 

$While thereisnoofficial mention of foul play,TN5 informants have reparted t ha t  authorities haveinitiatd inquiriesin the undmild.Thena.hrre 
of these inquiries strongly suggests that inv~tigators suspect the crash was the product of a conspirary ta murder Dahvin. 

YShortfyafter thecrash, Dahvim n a m d h w ~ f  his dosest associam, WnvonThuringw a n d  Sari Collins, aas his perscrnal plicyanalys~lpositlwn 
which affirms them as Dahvin" successors, in the went of his demise or retirement 

SoyudDlaspora ( O M 9  0300948-F) D m  067-1 122 
qThe TAS has issued a traveller's advisorywamirq w a d i n g  the wlderpmad outbreak of raM= thmghwt the Diaspora sixtor. 
$Rabies, a disease once common to many mammals of Terran origin f i ~ l u d i g  humans) was thought to have been eradicatd CHI ail 

naninterdicbxl wrldsforthepast two centuries. Howwer, separateaccountson 14woddr tfimqhoutthe Diaspora rector indicate that thedisease 
is not only still extant but i s  growing In prwalence among a variev aF vermin and pets. 

IExperts s u g g ~ t  t h a t  the disease may have been reintroduced from interdicted wrlds 4slted Illegally during the Uebdkn. 
qRabies Is most commonly transmitted by a bite, the infectbus pathogens being present in the saliva of infected mammals. H m ,  

neogeneticistr warn that given the intensive hybridization on many wdds since the early days of the 5econd Imperium. the disease wuld have 
rnutatd along with its hosb. 

(PFurlhermore, hybrids ot T m  and non-Terran specis (while admittedly rare), may be capable d cartying the disease, If so, they may p d c ~ e  
a mutant strain that can i n f e  the non-Terran mt-stwk S P ~ C S ~ S  from M i h  they were hybridid. 

qhirnals suspected of carrying the disease should tse tested (a b W  sample b sufficient). If W n g  ;Is Impossible, suspect animafs shwld be 
euthanized immediately. 

qThe symptoms of rabies are Identical In humans and lawer animals. Afm a two- to five-week i ~ u k t i a n  perial, I n f d  idwiduab will 
experience fever, malaise and a sore throar f i r  approximately 10 days, these symptoms will1 k w n e  more were" accompanied by excessive 
salivation, perspiration, dehydration and severe pain. 

qVaccination in the first phaseof the diseaseensum full ~ b v e i y .  Vaccination in the laterstages produrn an 80% suruival rate. lmkthns which 
are not treated with vaccinations are fatal. 

qLocal SvSAC subsidiaries are attempting to mass-prcduce the mdne, but reduced tlansportirljtlon capabilitier hamper dlstribuh. 

AnaxlaslDelphl(1724 A253A85-D) Date: 0781 122 

Bit is the 22nd Imperial Fleet (formerlyslationed at DepotlDiaspora), most of the 93rd Irnpwlal Fleet and demmtr of U?e 109tnd and 110lst 
mewe fleets, under the command of Admiral Owon McTavIsh (who is operating under the autfiority d IRIS). 

qkllwving her unschduld announcement, Margaret officially presentgd IRIS'S high regent-4amn Tninw-Mugh.es--to hr a r t  snd 
ministers. Rumors sugg~t that f rainorHughes arrived i n -y tem only thrw days ago and has been in clod:& rn&ings 4th the domain 
leadeahip since then. 

PSou~er cbse to Margaret claim that she and Trainor-Hughes were cbwly asmciatd during her early years at Strephon's court 
IOtherintimates of the Throne indicate that the high regenrs arrival WEB not welcomed by various high-ranking Vwrnene off~ws, who stated 

that IRIS had no authority under which to command fleet assets. 
qln response, Trainor-Hughes i s  said to haw invoked the regencys first mandate, which statathat in the event of an Imperial interregnum, IRIS 

is empowered to "take any actions necessary to the fulfillment of itscustodial responsibifities as regent pro tern, until such time as a legal lwir is 
located and confirmed." He dismissed assertions that this aspea of the regmcfs fimt mandate was a, c m i a f  formality. 

years, calling it "the only intelligence organization that has a conxienre, as well.' 
qDuring a brief statement before Margaret's cou* Trainor-Hughes a d  that the recent actions d n q m q ' s  modest naval assets are not 

to be tonshed a$ an indieation that IRIS has d ~ l a r e d  for Wargaeg. rather, they are stmpiy evidence of the regency% qolng  ehbrb to defend 
what i s  left of he lrnperium against further aggression. 

PttalnlGushernege (3029 B1 m 3 - F )  Date: - 1  122 
qLucan's Extermination Fleet mmpletd its evacuation of Phaln late last nbht, and r e p &  idkate that the last ekmmb have alreadyjurn* 

nut-system, bound for Cow. Although Lucan? Exterminatton Campaign has certahlydealt a m, perhapsrnartal, b!mvt6Stmphon's Emperium, 
it did not achieve its stated objective--the capture or elimination of the reputed Strepbn himself. 



f Although offcial spokesmen for hlsforres claimled that their witMrawal was for p u r p e s  of "strategic regrouping," most military anamagree 
that Cucan's pi t ion in Cushernege was rapidly korning untenaMe and repmented an enwmous drain on Core's badly attrited bulk tram* 

1Rurnom of numeinus desertions a n d  d e k k n d n  by wh!e units EK shl-re Impb*51Me to canfirm. 
'Bone fidd-grade deserter e x p d  the fgelings of many "What's the p i n t  d @ng M e  if you're just going to get sent aut to fight agdn? 

Everybody knows this was the last big battle. Nobody has the assets left to spend on this klnd of I d i q  anymore, not even Lucan. The fact of the 
matter is t h a t  the Rebltion h aver--because no one has the strength I& to fight itn 

DIanJllellsh (8021 MDlADE-G) Date: 101-1122 
BDulinor has appinted TdekJurlxrr as hls minister of information and cornmunkath after weeks of rum regarding an uptarnlng pft ical  

move of major consequence. 
qlurisor is one of the most hRuentEal of the Wrasan leaders w b  led the Synod rnemben of the 457th Khlanu in their precedent-setting decis'i 

to rwlse certain prxeptr of the rdlgion's stance- on afterlife anal entiightenrnent 
qPrwiously, dying a nonviolent death on Dlan was a primary condition for a believer to attain full &ation In the Mi. -,the S y n d  

of the 457th Khanu d#& that th is  is no longer a rquirement 
1 jurisor, along with the other reforrnationistr 4vha refer to themsek as ttre M e t s  of the Enlightenment mwwnenf, met with stiff &stance 

fmm he more consenrativc and baditiona! Synodam of the 457 Khanu. 
7The elementr who have reistd the reform, w w  known popularly as the Orthodox wc& m c t d  to Jurids appointment with him--but 

unsurpi rw~isappintrnent  
pFaflhik Dorsokuguur, unoff~ial leaderofthe Orthodox sectand o l d ~ t  Synod nmberdthe457th Khanu comment&, -Is k p d y w h a t  

we feared would follow Jurimts rebmations--an alliance bhrveen the landem of our faith and the leadend w r  state. The *of the 457th 
Khanu are not an advancement of our spiritual vision; they are the precursors to an amalgamation with m l a r  gwwnmcnts and aspIratiom." 

lbrsokuguur refused to commentan rumors that the Orthodox sect has begun assembling a "star chamber court in which to tryjuriwr Rt 
his "crimes against the faith.* 

qluriror hasdismissd such rumors as groundless, obsetving,'Myesteemed ealleaguer am Indl'iidualsdhbnotand faith.They~~ould noternbark 
an any such c o m e  of action, which could easily be mistaken for t reaxrniwn my nwv pasition in the s ~ u l a r  affairr of Dlan." 

qlurisor,whbis43yearsald,isa bmilfiar,dynamicpublicfigurron Dlan and has leftthe world on threeaccasionstaoveneewhat hbpmssmmtary 
calls eswntial secular matters. 

?Outinor's press secretary refused to make comment on the rdigious discord on Dhn othet than to q, "The dettion & T d &  j u d ~  Is the 
result of much careful consideration as to who would do the kt job in this Impoltant port The Ern- Oulinw is pleased to haw a member 
of the Mrasan faith as one of his close advisers, but issues of religion neithw swapd his d~isislwl pro or con in t h i s a r  any othw+nattermer." 

Wadntr/Dalbel(0507 A889978.F) Date; 1251 122 
IDukeCraig formally announced todaythatwer2Oworldsonthe bordersdtheF&eradonofDaltn?i are nwdmignated ar dmner, axordig 

qThc majarity af there rryarlds are !mated In the Mulaar, Hems and Dudin svbseaors of Dalbei, and in the Riftrim subrator of R e W s  k p .  
IWhen asked why he was personally announcing the TAS derignations, Duke Craig responded, "1 want to make R dezlr that 1 not only accept 

these travel rpcommendations-l actively support them. I'm the last persan to want to admit that some dour finert g i o m  are rn bngersafe 
for travel, but the facb are incontestable. Even though the intensity of fghting b-n this Federation a n d  the Sokmani invaders has d i d  down, 
there i s  an enormous upswing in pirate activity. Each morning, I get a missing persons u p d a t ~ n d  there are nww rlers than 5000 new names 
an that l i h  Much of this  is due to the raiding that is plaguing these btspb right now." 

qDuke Craig d~lined to spearlate on when these areas might W m e  secure and safe for travel once again. 
YRumors that the Duke's 24-yeardd cousin i s  among the missing have gone uraconfirrned byofkial sources, 

Strela/Zarushagar (MU7 W 9 C B - 6 )  Datc 13P1122 
qLucan's Vengeance Fleet has retired from tfie Strela cystem after six dw of Intense fighting. 
fln what =me experts are already calling "the last great fleet engagement of the Rekellion," Lucan'sand Dullmr's naval assetr batted ~ e h  

other mercilessly, resultjng in the destruction of at  least four BatRons, 10 CmRons, three TankRbns and an untold number of destrayen, a m ,  
patrol craft and auxiliaries. 

Wound and COACC forrer ruffed equally heavy losses. Perxrnnel casualties are assessed to be h excess of 2 rnillbn. 
YUnafficiaE reports suggai that medical supplies have run out, forcing field hospitals te W b unanaesthetird bite-the-bullet surgery 

techniques that are usually seen only on preindustrial plan&. 



lkcording to R o b o h ,  "He (bwan) has taken toa much damage here and har noding to show hit ThevengeanceM war at Zhe e d  
~f a rwy long, very vulnerable supply line, a d  Lucan simply dwn' t  have the logistiil assets to support this kind of m a s h  offensii anymore. 
Core may be able to r e p d u c e t k e  assets but isthe only political -ion withln the gostwar finpiurn that k k s  a safe rear area. Everyeentimeter 
of Core's periphery brdm on hostile space. That's going to make wen Lucan think twice before he tries to mount another offensive as huge-- 
and c o s t l ~ s  this one." 

YawardJOtd Expanses (1 106 A795W-F) Date 151-1122 
fConcern mounted in financial markets here t d a y  as the headqua- analyrrr of H o d e r  et Qe announced that earnings hnd decline$ 

by 12 % during calendar year 1 T21. 
qWhile much of this uessrnent is based on algorithmlt pmjeions (actual repWs often taking yean to reach H C f  headquart- h m  on 

Vaward), market experts were f o m d  to concede that this ertirnate was probably accurate to within 0.1%. 
IWhen asked to speculate an what had causd this sudden downturn, the expertr almost uniwrsally dted HartaWs marsh asset trade with 

the four Wlani megacorpmtions which had k n  concluded on 090-1 121. 
qAlthough the trade had been conducted and conceptualired with a great public show of amity, anonymous rpokespersum from tirunkarish 

naw speculate that Hortalezet CieMhad littlefaith in thelong-term viabilityofrnarkets withirttheZiru Sirkaa-acommon mistakeanxrngstfinanclers 
with deciddly Solamani rnindseb." 

?When asked ta comment on these various speculations, HeC Senbr Adminlmitor Nils Petersen suggested, "People should watch a little more 
closely and patiently, and rpxulate a fittle less. From our (Hortalez I% Cie's) standpoint weryehing is pmeeding right an xhedule and just as we 

SPetenen d d n d  b make any further staternmt that mlght shed Kght on his enigmatic mrneitb. 

CapltalJCore (27 18 A586A98-F) 'Date: 153-1 122 
Vmpwor Lucan slew a regency emissarywith aflurry of laser bursts eartytbday In a dmrnazkxmeremin'~ent6fthe~gkas~inaaioncarried 

out here six years ago. 
SThe Emperor stormed from the throne room Immediately a f t w a n d .  The court was cleared by the lmperlal How Guard. 
'IAlthough detailswre not immediately avaitable, fragmmhyinf~rmat.bn suggests that the emissary was judith hxs, a regentbfthelrnpwinl ' Regenq of Intelligence and Security. 
Wcording to a courtier who spoke on the mnditbn of anonymity, hats hadtrnvelled tu Care to effeztfmnal de3very~ftheRegemfs request 

That Lucan submit to answering charges of murdering his bmther, Prince Varian, and sewral other persons. 
91n keeping with the Imperiurn's sucresrbn laws, the regencyir nquird to ensurethata potential succesmrsatbfactorily refurn any atlegatiom 

of felony that might be outstanding against his penon. This p r w a  must be a matter of public record and must be completed before there can 
be any recognition of a right to succession. 

BThe Emperor is said to haw become enraged when Isaacr del'md thls message (both &I and hardmpy, xdng tosuccaian law), at 
which point he jumped to hls feet and fired four laser bursts into the Regent 

qlsaacs is thought to have died immediately. 
qSpokespermnsfor the Emperor haveexplained that tucan initiatly bellwed lsaacs b be an assasstn and that h i s d e n  departurefrwn thecourt 

was motivated by remorse for having made thii mistake. 
V-!owwer, no official rtatement has b e n  issued by the Trnpwial staff, nor has an offidal apalagy been sent to the regency, 

TurInJVerge (2023 AS61 9884) Date: 172-1122 
V h e  leaders of the newly formed Verge Combine announced theirsecesslon from the Federation of llelish d a y ,  aftww~ela of bitter dlsprrte 

w e t  Dlan's r~ruitment polides and mandatory "mutual defense tariffs." 
qIt was also announcd that fighting has broken outon sweral mrklzfriendlyfn thembine in the past three weds and that Federation forcer 

were already on site, participating in acts of "shamelm oppression." 
M a t e a  Mekatan, senior chamberlain of Turin and perhaps the most influential m m k  of the mMne, d, 'We haw diowed our 

economies, our militaries and our aspiradorts to be drain4 by Dulimr eversince the Rebellion began. Now, wen ar it bdrawing to a c k ,  hb 
demands upon our livelihoodhand ourvery 11-ontinue to incrmc. Thk is nbttdwable. His flat re]ectim dour petitionsfortariff freeresad 
recnritment reductions has left us no choice but to secede." 

SUnconfimed rumors suggest that two Fderation f l e e u h e  42nd and the 1300th m w t - h w e a l r e d y  sided with the wrnblne, at- with 
their attached ground and COACC combat assets 



' Tlawan/Verge (2828 D W 7 - 8 )  Date: 198 -1 122 
qThe forces of the Verge Combine have successfully repulsed forces sent by the Fedmtlon of lHsh b an unexp#aed display of wpertlse and 

elan.Thegreat& surpriwmmstd havebeen among heFederation commandstaff,wbconsisk~yumlwertimated thewill, abilityand quipage 
of theFr adversaries. 

1Starting with a dlsastmus attwnpttowrestmntrd of the syrtem'5 maln gas giantfrom lacai d- boats, thesix4aymmpnlgn wasone Fong 
series of misadventuresfor the Federation forcer. Althbugh the attack= gained marginal control ofTiawanlscbseorbit and aiapacefortHddays, 
they were never able to exploit that advantage to full effect in support of their gmund f b r c~ .  

~Conswvativeetima~suggest that at least threefulldivisionsof Fedwakn and loyal regionaltroopsm lost es a multof M h h e a d  lamllngs 
that were nwer fully conmlidated due to intenw fire by defending fotces. 

qNaval activity was sporadic, but ddnltely one sided, with kcatly manufactured, mote-opmted mid$€! craft (=me as large as 26 tanner 
displacement) seriously damaging a numkr of Federation heavy cryisen. 

qBy midday yesterday (1-1 standard time), the Federation forces had b u n  towithdrawfn good d w .  Official CmMneswrces lndkatethat 
the last of the attackefs ships jurnpd wt-system early this wening. 

Fwrrcr t b  JmwnaEs of m p k M  Adla AWhaUkk 

021-1 T23 

Verge has s d e d  h m  Dufinds feddon. 
Dulinw k $ecarning fie v i c t i w ' t h i n  his own m f  the same c e n b i p d  frWDCf thd I )IdpCd he d d  nradmrtc in h e  /mpfum i t d ,  

Rather han showing people o p m i s e  of a betfe~system and enmuwng phence, da demaaatic d w m  cutmi!y wwk wmt € h m s h  by 
putting pwer  in peoples ' hmds and making hem impatienc7 

lf so, then haw is one to renew the mord force of o unfon ofthis sire? 50 mmy d, so listle relide Inlomruth No, I prPJw to Mkve hut 
the Verge s m i o n  is o response to DulEnw's kmI of  h? ideuk he sdd hk people on, d they h m  wed thcir gnotcr latitudt to prolet i t  
Something tells me that the sacio-hydraulicprqromme~ won't be able to p m v ~  Pitherd hose ~ & s  ~ Y W Q Y ~  

' SebartalSulornanl Rlm (0923 W B D - 0  Date: 247-1 I22 
qThe Captain-tovemr of Fkrina Arcobgy-the m o d  largest on this wdd-anrounced that he was ordering the gerriml abandmrnentof 

the massivestructure, effeet'm immediately. Although prwkbns hmne been made for an orderlydepartu~, aided by S a h a n i  mllitary uniU, h a !  
exphrts pint  to the cornpleze lack of residential, sanitary and rndical facilitkes for me over 15 million residentr who are king disptacd, 

YThe abandonment of the Florins Arcology, bng a concern of the planetary gwmment, i s  the m l t  of insufficient spares for the structure15 
repair and maintenance n d s .  Although Solomani administrators have spared no expense or effort in their attempt to locate andfar @uce 
appropriate spares, their endewbn have apparently k e n  in vain. 

qAccording to Senior BioSystems Sperialist Meorni T w a r a ,  "Almost all of the Ron'na AKobgy's subsystemr are d Im@l deign. 
Unfortunate!y,thcwar hasmdisnrptd the Imperial xonomyand indusbialsectorthat replacement parbaresimply no bngwavaillablaksldthere's 
simply na way to get local industier to produce the necessary replacement parts In time." 

qSystern breakdowns tripled in 11 27 and earller this year began affecting water purification and air fibtion ms. Over 20,000 caser of 
amoebic dyentery have k n  treated Ante then. Abandonment k a m e  urnwidable when the air fiFtration system failed altogether. 
IAs xmn as the populatl;on of Florina has been evacuated, officials intend to strip the arcoloqyof all vvorkirrg systems, in wder to p d d e  spam 

for the world's sother arcologies. 

Anaxias/Qelphl(1724 A253-5-D) Date 25% I 1 22 
91RIS head Carran Trainor-Hughes announced Way that Lucan'sfailure to acquiesce to public hearings regding h'i alleged murder of VaMn 

and several other ind'iiiduajs leaves the regents no choice but to formally suspend the legal process whereby his claim to the Iridium Throne muld  
be verified and confirmed. 

9Men asked how the rege-r anyone e l d n t e n d s  to enforce such a dddon, Tmlmr-Hughes cwnmmted, 'The regency ii nat&arged 
with the enforcement of itr succession rulings. Such a duty would obviously be wdl beyond the capacities of IRIS. Instead, it k our rcspansibility 
to identify and confirm rightful ~wccssors in accordance with Imperial law. Th is  statement does not eliminate LYcan from eligibility, but until and 
unless he m e t r  the legal requirmenb, we. cannot p m e d  In the matter of his succ;~ersion.' 

fTrainor-Hugha,speaking from the n w  regwrcyoficezonAnaxia~,wentan tostatethatwhilethis~mofeventr~notmmnthattheqency, 
de fact0 declams for Margam it d m  mean that IRIS considers her to be "'the single pemn best suited to be the custodian of the righrs, 
respnsibilitjes and hanor of Imperial station." W e n  asked if thisin fact meant that IRIS wasdesignating Margaretasafbmof "empdn-waiting; 
Trainor-Hughes repomled, This in fact means thac in our opinion, Duchms Margaret bids the higherr position of royalty that b formal!y 
recognized by the regemcy a t  this time." 



Tukera's Vermene remain Irnpo~sibk to confirm. 

From tke f w d  of Em- m* delLa AUrkaLUcd 

Susadl/Cushernege (2439 ABC1977-F) Date: 267-1 122 
!Over 1 million civilian casualties were inflicted today by a sneak mld that devastated Karshal, one d the smaller pressundome citier on this 

world. Although details of this tragedy are still unclear, reports indieate that the attackers were part of tucan's naval fom.  
qThe attacking ~esselswereldentified as one MFdu Agmhwm4iss destroyen; one PF Shnclass fleet exorf, one Chrysan~emumc~dertmyw 

exart and thrm 400-ton Lunrshoor Kilw!umclass patrol cruisers. A number of unidentified fqhtem w r e  also used in the attack and are thought 
to have been using the PF S/oun-clasx fleet escort a4 their moth# ship. 

9The attacking verse15 emerged frwn jump space just 150 planetary dlarnctm fram tht main M d  and: tmmed'latidy c o m m d  e surfact 
bombardment of Karshal. While most of Susadi's surprised defensive resource4 went to h e  rescue of the city, the fqhtwr and the paw cruisers 
launched a w n d ,  surprise attack upon Susadi's class-b starport, inflicting considerable damage upon that facirrty. 

qAs soon as the strike against the starport was completed, Lucan's forces kthdrew. Subquent obswation sugqtsts that thy nfuckd at the 
nearest gas giant and jumped out-system. 

qAlthough many I m l  miltary personnel exprcrrred rage a n d  dismay at  this attack, Federation of Ildoh Commodore Sadna b-R& offered an 
explanation: "Lucan's changing his tactics, I think 1 would guess he's moving to a "worrhd+d~ pdicy." Since hecan't haw this regiond~pace, 
he's going to destroy everything of value within it Obviously, an Aclass starport on a high-ppulatbn &d is a vnluableasset+me which could 
easily be put to use against him. 50 he decided to eliminate it* 

BBa-Rek went on to say this "may only be the first of many such amcbnd if tt Is, we're In for =me vay black days a'head.' 

Kapabu-Sepple/Massfltn (0207 B87#8B-A) Date: 3061  122 
qln a predawn aid againstTharaa-bu starport Way, forces of Dufinofs Ildbh shetation iflad seriws material damage and heavy casualtkr, 
qUnlike pr~rious deeppenetration strik~ against Lucan's Fmperium, Dulfnofs raidirq force on this occasion is said to haw confuted erc!usiveEy 

of escorts and suppart craft (under 1000 tons). 
IWhile some ground units were landing in support of theassault, unofficial m p r b  suggest that these were fwward obselvc~hrgetd&gnatw 

qThis hypothesis is supportdl by me extraordinary first-round ncmracy of the osb'rtal bombardment rnunitlons;. 
PMfidal spokespersons tar Lucan's lmperirrm claim that the majority of strike were purposely targetel on populated areas, but independent 

observers suggert that most civilian bsses were the result of collateral or spillowr damage. 
qlucan's spokespersrrns also slate that t h i s  blmdthirsv massacre offers proof positive that Dulinor has no conem fw the safety w M a n  of 

civilians, and that he is unremitting In his effork t~ reclaim the Iridium Throne. 
ISeveml of the independent expertr, speaking on the guarantee of a h l u t e  anonymity, felt compdled to p l n t  out that thlr a& MI Kspah- 

Sepple is highly reminircent of Lucan's strike agaimt Suszldi, one of Dulinof s significant holdings in the Gushemqe sector. 
qOne of thew expwtr went so far as t5 suggest that this latert attack by Dulinor may simply be n retaliatary strike. 
qReferri~ to the statements of Codtderation Commodore Satina Ga-Rek (who commented on Lucan's Susadi strike af 267-1 123, Ws 

anonymous expert suggested t h a t  these assaults may indeed indkate "btack days ahead" for vaious populations and worlds on the pdpheiy of 
Dulinof and tucan's respective centers of power. 

dstrwctmn of enemy resourtx and transport nexus&. 
q"lf that is the case," concluded the senior expw "then we can expect more than a few brack days ahead; we can expea a protraaed Mack 

SebastalSolomanl Rlm (0923 A666ABD-F) Date: 307-1 122 
95cattwed reports of mounting violence-induding more than 100 fatanti- accompanied n r m  that the refugees of the FWna  

ArcoCqy disaster have carried a new, highly infectbus strain of hepatitis into their planefs rural communitier, 
Vhe 15 million formw inhabitants of the arcalmy, popularly known as "arcos," were compelled to leave heir mashre home whwr syst#n 

malfunctions became both w e r e  and effectively Irreparable. 
pln the week* that have followed the 247-1 122 evacuation of Flon'na, f ~ ~ a l  resettlement d 'the arcor has #rnd the urmxrndlng 

countryside, throwing the small agricultural and resort communititier h a t e d  thereinto complete turmoil. 



n 
Wth id a d  water sbrtaga becoming endemic, many of the cornmunitier shut thdrdmrs against further refugee metdement, resulting 1 

in several armed stand& with Sofomani authorities. 
q h  allianceof these ddiant comrnuniti&nown as the t m l e  mwementA$ c o r n m d  negotiathswith kafconfedmtion advIxKs 

two week ago. Initial reports call& the talks "hop+~l.* 
q H o w e r ,  the sudden outbreak of heptltis among both rum1 m W  and arc# wfugees hm dbnrpW the talk, and S m h  hard-hnms haw 

reportedly acquired prcd that the pathogen was carrid to their communities by the arc= 
'IViral hepatifis w a  once the most widespread infatious disease on T m .  
P t  is a rarely encounterdl phenomenon today, having been almostcampletdy dicated by W r a l  therapiesdudng the Seabnd Irnperium. 
POccasionally encountered En outback populations, this new strain of the d-ed as "hepatitk gamma-thmW4 spread by m u m  

contactwith, or ingestion of, anycontaminated objectf heCKIWdd, f o r d  c~rnrnunal facilities that  ow t y p i f y t h  Cmletownswemrn with 
arco refugees provide an optimum brmding and contagion ground far this p a t h q ~ .  

5uFren/Plaspora (2004 B686973-F) Dam 322-1 122 
TSternmetal Horimn's lbcal stock shot up an estlrnated 89 polnl5 ort the Wren exchange today after the rnegacwpwah's b a l  executiws 

announced that trials of its new Roqhnwk<lass petrochemical harverter had prclven to be "highlysllcc~ful." 
qThe concept behind the R o q h n d  class design was to provide prestellar .technology w d d s  with a mmm of assuring a steady supply of 

I 

' 
petrachemicaits. even if intentellar commerce and dirtsSde rerourrez p r w d  futile. 

qThe R o q h n d  class is a mostly TL6 design with limited TL7 components. Built for rugged use, the W O l c s p a b l e d h  s p ~ i a l l y d ~ g d  ta 
Insert deep into the atmospheres d large gas giants, where atmospheric pmc- often combine to produce small smountr (by pmpwtion) of 
liquid propane and wen acetylene. 

qfne craft then "hanrests" these atmospheric kuids with xnops and wnts.Whm p r e r s u r s p b ,  the llquld prepam can be ~confgured 
into more complex h y d m h n s  useful as fuel or in the making of plastics. 

PFor loww-techmlqyworHswithout native petrochemical stock, thcRqhn#krrpffsenb potentSaIaca!sstban irrephceab&ndatherwise 
unavailabfe-chernical rexlurce (assuming a suitable large g a  giant i s  locate$ in the system). 

qAdvanceordws from more than a dozen systemswwe placed within minutes ~f Sternmetal's announcement, 

Vland/Vla nd (1 7 1 7 A%7A9A-fll Date: 329-1 122 
!After a legal review by variaus spmlal commlttee~, the lqlirdl of the am S l r h  has fwmally apprawd the request of the four Wlani Bureaux 

t~ suspend the remittance of dividends rm those shares held by the Imperial family. 
Pmcrmonthsof painslaklng delibwatlon on t h i s  Zopic,the Eqiirdi began mwing quickfyta aconsensuswhen,lastmek, aJurnp5cwrlaarrlved 

with n M  of the q e n # s  suspension of mnfimation proceedings regarding Lucan's claim ta the Iridium Throne. 
qTRis announcement made on Anaxias an 259-1 122 by IRIS High Regent Garran Tralm-Hugher, formally d isalks h n  the rightto claim 

the  throne legitimately until and unl= he acquiesce to a public investigation Into any allegations af felony which exist against hlm. 
!In turn, this creater a legal  l i m b  regarding the title to the Imperial family's considerable shareholding pit iom in theVilani megacsrparatbns. 
YPreviously, the Isgiirdi had dimred the bureaux tocontinue thdr dividend payments to Lwcan, sincehe had therightdsuccdm by W l i n e ,  

and there had been no formal r~ognit ion d any allegations d felonbus activities. 
 NOW, hcwwer, thedividendswill beshunted into a fully insured ~ m a c c o u n f i t s f i r r a l d i s p e n d o n d ~ h i p  pending upccdrma.tiwr 

of Strephon's succesxlr--crhoww that might one day prwe to be. 
m e  annauncement af this dezkii produced u m n  trading on zhe ROlK OF the Enlugal Cammditier Exchange. Ahugh a sharp riu M h 

anticipated, many expreaed concern that this rn w u l d  have a "chilling &at' on interstelbrtmdc with m n t i l e  pa- &de h Zw Srkaa 

Agart/ileQs h (2224 B462942-E) Date: 342-1 122 
PAdeline Matrvrnata has turnd tfie bow of her 200-ton free trader M d m  Buttwffytoward the center of the Iletlsh Cknfedwatlo~nd h a  

nb plansforreturning bib rimward periphery. Matsumatais justoneofdozmsaffr~merchantrwhoh~been ltavingthls area in recentmbnthx. 
9 7 h e  only progress I'm making here is that S'rn closer to bankruptcy than wer More," Matrumata said In an informal startown bar intervim. 
qUke most other traden leaving the a m ,  Mauvrnata cites frequent trade interdictions due to ongoing Verge Rebellion, which has s @ H d  over 

inw the llelish sector. 
PShe explained, "One week, a planet is open tor tmdiq-with C o n f e d M  subklies, men. T m  weeks later; i f 5  under Tull comme~lal 

interdiction. 50 if you've got a hold full of special cargcm for that world, you're just autaf luck;pu'll haw to go %m&m elre and rell at a lorr.' 
Vhe  revolt's see-saw progress does indeed seem to be the cause of th'i polilical (and hence, mmmeial;) turbulence. Wth wrkls changing 

allegianc~ as f a s t  as they change gwernmenb, mercantile specu la2 loMkh depends upon r e a m b l e  market predictians-has become 
practically Impassible. 

qAlthough the intmstty of the conflict has steadily diminished since $It cclnliedwation's unexpeaed setback atTnwnnNeqc on 198-1 122, 
Dulinor's ~~nbinmmV~~unPwinsurgenq tactics haw kept the involwd regiom in a state of unrest and turmoil. 

qtlnoffcial speculations within the confederation gwernmwt suggest that Dulimr already considen the reMli6us q'ms to be kst, and 15 

simply attempting to cripple the area with economic sanctions and commerce miding, as well as ongoing bard- skirmishes. 

#&o@$* 
* -  
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THE SE/ATTERED 

IMPERTUM 1123 



The Black War candnued to -late during theyear, furtherdwnaglng the lrnphum's abiitym pull itself out ofthe damage that had already 
h n  done to it The appearance of disease, whwhethw resulting frwn the collapsing health smkesoff ailing M d s  or from the gem wafareof the 1 
Desperation Phase,continued unabated. From time to time* theDwrn Trade flared intoopen rioting, as huge crowdsuf desperate wfugeer fought 
forxarce space availableon the few ships taking passengers to safety. Trde  continued to contract due to the loss d ships to commerce raiding, 
the loss d maintenance facilities to the Black War, and the sensible withdrawal of trading veuels to the comparative rafety d the factional core 
areas. 

ShaddtmlrJllellsh (221 8 A5438C9-E) Date: 019-1123 
9Unidentified units of Lucan's lmpwium stuck deep I n b  the Fedemtbn of lllellrh and c a u d  significant damage tu Various facilities and 

ppuration centers on Shaddirnirin the wont of the Black War raids #thus far. Although variD(rs td rget fm hit, the attack concentrated 
most strongly on this planet's Dmpe ppulation, Inflicting almost 90% causalities among that race's local civilian sector. 

qLucan's forces dropped leaflets and issued broadcasts during theattack, claiming that the D- of Shaddirnir passesed technkal knawfedge 
' 

dating back to the perid of the hdentr and that t h q  had agreed .to use t h i s  k d e d g e  to consmct secret mapans for Dulim. 
qlmrnediately aft- the attack, Mdwly Morgan, k l  cultural affairs rnlnlstw, dismissed these charges as '"unfounded menx" 
q T h e  Dmyne of Shaddirnir possess no advanced technobgical kmmledge," Morgan said, "and thdr only involvement in Ancient artifacts i s  

the srnafl Ancient rite that they have been excavating for two centurier." 
9Morgan added that even if the Droyne did h a w  advanced technological Ikrowledge, 'Thatwuld still not justify thesysternatk destrucMon of 

their community, an act which seems perilously close to premeditated genmide." 
q lka l  federation rnilitaryleadws w p r ~ ~ e d  surprise and concern that Lucan's unib' had dared toventure sofarlnb DuDds sphereofcontrol. 

They alm e x p d  some worries a b u t  Droyne reactium-hth locally and thmughut h e  Imperiu- thi d a l l y  speck attack, 
qlklish military p m n n d  unanimously declnd to comment on whdher an offensive mptiml h b * ~  planned. 

ManshuruklDagudashaag (3227 B665648-9) Date: 027-1 123 
YRenowned huntwEmile Ndokundu didduring a biggarneexpedidontothIsptanet's Aashamg Outback,ln aviolentlnridentinvohing e r n 1  

local reridmts. 
ITWE) week ago, SrFyear-old Ndokundu contacted the Outback P a b t  by radfo, romplafnlng of a fwer and Intmfttent thorack pains. HIS 

speech was described as beitq slurred and uncertain. 
qbter attempts to re-establish cornrnun'katbn with Wakwndu faiEed, pmrnpdng an I~westiqatbn. Patrol rnmbers p h e d  to his location, 

where they were attacked by W o k u n d u  and forced to kill him. Authorities then cardbned off the area and immediately placed Nodakundu's 
remains in quarantine. 
qmer two days of intense speculation, Chief Coroner Paritha Numpurja hdd a pmm&rwrce todayon the post m o m  mulls. 'At the time 

I 

of his dealh," she said, "Ndokundu was in an advanced stage of metamorphosis. Full medical and ph~b'logical ~eslllb wit1 be released later. For 
now, I wuYd say that, at the time of his death, Ndokundu had N u n  to mutate intu a dmlved form of homo sq~iens with strong carnivore 
overtones. His aggrwive behaviw at M u r  Range Station i s  consistent with t h a t  plyiilagical analysis." 

IWhen asked to speculate on what had caused Ndokundu to undergo such dramatic and unprecedented danger, Nurxlpurja adrnlttd, "At 
th is  point we have not been ab!e to do much more than izolare a foreign microbe in the !yrnphatic system, which seems to k the mutagenic 
pathogen. However, we haw yet to determine the source, vulnwalbilitiez a d  contagion I-Is of this pathogen." 

fhtralityzoneoffcialsd~lared a general suspensionofoff-world kawl a d  mnkt. Inareffexivemme, locbloffic1alsfarLucanrsIm~um have 
i m p s 4  full quarantine reztrktions on the planeL 

pSweml deswteaof Lucan's rnllitaryunitzon Marrshuruk, speakingonthecodith damnpity, hwesuggerkdthatthemutsgenk pathagen 
rnighr be an artifcia1 m n s ~ d f h e y c l a i r n  that a significant b a r  dmlopment facility in the Outback came under Lucan's control j u r tmr  two 
pars ago and has been stepplng up the pace of its research s i ~ e  thm. 

IPrompted by the possibility that this facility may have violat4 the bg-stahding retddiins regarding the use or open M n g  of Hoagentt, 
the Imal Imperial Mkistry of Justice office has formally opened an investigation Into the Nodokudu affair. 

ManshuruWDagudashaag (3227 B66%4&9) Date: 055-1123 
qThe entire investigation team handling the unusual Ndokundu case hns died, acsordig ta a rew relead W a y  by the locar h n c h  of the 

Imperial Ministy of justice. 
qSpecial Invaligator Nowry V l a d h  declined to meal the p m h  cause of dealh, q l n g  only h t  the Investigators "dld of unknwri c a u w  

and under mysterious circurnstar+cer." 
'IVladkav, who recently arrived on-planet as a special overseer fmm the Core sector, i ~ c a t e d  that the ham tvandlfng the mutation and death 

of famed biggame huntw Ernile Nodokundu had kw investigating "a numb d pmisirrg leadsu and that the ministry had been anticipating 
a ma j~ r  breakthrough within the next few da)n. 



GOIrshdMassilIa (2925 B87AA97-F) Date: 059-1 123 
Vhe creation of new interface line, Hejira Transpbrt, has ~tlrnulated debate and mnlmwy wl Cnrsha, the Rrm's h&. 
1 Dedicated to sewing individuals wbwish to leave manyof the badly battered W s  En thiswar-tom m r ,  Hejira started laying d m  spdal!y 

designed bulk pztssenger ships in 17 19. Mejia boasts a fleet of thme modular jumpcarriers, each capable of tmnspwting 50,000 low m e r s  
at  a time,AIl three carrim are alreadyrqmrted te be running at  full capacity, filling bnckloggd Iw-passage r~servatiwls o u b u n d  from the high- 
population worlds d Muimarir, Ugdukida and Gowndon. 

IConswative stirnates indicate that Hejira will be able to re!ucateov@r 1 ml lbn Ind iua ls  Hlithin itsflnrst profopwatians.Theeumtderlre 
for relocation is thought to be at least 1 OW timer that figure, eensurim Hejira with a steady flaw of busine~s. 

qunfortunatdy, ar h e  relocated lndivldunls attemptto find wrk on Gllrsha win rystems jwstwer4he tmrder in Delphi sector, thelr arrivalden 
causes disruption of planetary ecommier. 

IParticularly on lower-population worlds, any sudden influx Intu the work, h an i m d  burden on a l d y  strewxi )ob markets. 
Various worlds in Delphl have threatend ta di~ontinue issuing immigration permits, and othm h a w  i m p d  imrnigrakn fees, 

Trl polisflerge (261 2 BB85A98E) batem-I 123 
PA cease-fire between the Verge combine and the Mwatbn of llelbh wa a n m n c d  early th?s morning In the fripoliian Senate. 
qThe announcement was received quietly by the senators, even thosewha havt worked hardest to brlng it a h  "I'm too tired to celebr~'  

exptained Senior Senator Abdwl McKeon, "and too saddened by all the pointlw M s M  we hmre endured." McKson's cornmmts refer to the 
Verge Rebellion, which formally began on 172-1 122 and has m k e d  havoc u w n  the Hlwlds in this subwctor and tho= m h y .  

9The rebel forces, known as the Verge Combine, surprised Mwation military ewperts with their resourcehina and tenadrg, mciucting a hit- 
and-run campaign that emphasized commerce raiding and surgical strikes against command and comrnunlcatjon nexuB. 

qThe plitical leaderdthecornbine, Analea Mekatan of Turln, expressed a rnixtured d i e  f a m i  warinesr a t  thenewsof tfrec-fie Shepointed ' 
out, This is a fragile agreement in a turbulent area. Let's see if i t can last to the end of the wmk before we get too ecstatic" 

qFedwation officialsdenied comment regarding Dulinst's involwmmt in, and attitudestcmard, the negotiation of the ceas~flre. Howww, one 
senior defense analyst said that. with the Vwgc rebdlion over, Dufinor could devote "mom time, mergy and a t s  to conv i~ ing  h n  that he 
should discontinue his BIxk War strikes." 

Capital/Corc (21 18 A586A98F) Date: 081-1 123 
SLucan bluntly forbade the Imperial Mini* of Judo! from sontinulng Its hesdgadonr into what is now k m  as the Nodokundu affair on 

Manshuruk (Dagudashaag sector). 
PMaking his first pmblic appearance In three weeks, b c a n  went cm to warn Srawller NM Servke that Its wuemge of these ewnts was 

"meddlesome and prying." TNS should dkontinue following this story, he wid, kst the &ce find itself "suspected of tremnaus tendwrck." 
qThe issuance of such a warning to the TNS is without Imperial pmedent. 
qOneformerMSeditotswgge~ted that Lucan'satremereaction could indicste thatthernutagenkpahgen rerponsib4efwthe rnehmorpbir 

of Emile Nodokundu and others might be a retrovirus c r e a t d i l n d  tested+ Lucan's biawar expwtr. 
SThe!mperial Ministry of justice has made no public reply to Lucan'sd~ree. How~rw, rumorssuggest thatthe mlnlstryhas initiated negatiatbm 

with Duke Craig regarding the establishment of a new headquarters and primary training facility in Daibei sector. 

qThis surcharge is mpbrbdly neceJsary in order to rolvw the rWng e m i g d n  fecr chargcd by many of the dertlnation Hlwlds. 
qln particular, the coopentiwlyde and well-prowed uvorlds ofthe Delphi smtgr have b u n  to imaw their migration k, in order to 



I 
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UmorphuOvyo/Dlarp~ (1 81 6 C41 --A) Dste:Ci&9-1123 1 qMore than 40,MX) people were killed in a fiwce human-D- dl& an thk predaml~antly W this week, mid s c a W  mports 
of human-Droyne tensions throughwt thb mmr. Theclash began h the ~ I t y d M ~ ~ w l w m  kcal Dreyne launched a m s a l  against a rndical 
pmbcan faction that had beaten sewral D r o p  to death last wek. 
me enru iq  violence -law and spilled owr into nonirrwked human n e i g h M s .  Mom than J 0 , 0 0 0 ~  WYG k l d  kdwtajaht 

human-Dmpc task farce w x  able to sestorz order. 
Wis unprecedented Incident of lntwspecfic vloknce has engendend a sudden atmasphew nf suspicion In b t h  the human and D q w  

cammunitier. Urnorphutwyofs ruling ayhskloss(oligarchkbaard dcytripsemrleaden] hasannounced its Entent to beghcarrsmcthg a m r a t e  
starport,reverred exduiwelyfor Dmymeuse. Human lehdersarenrmd to bmtaiiating bycreating mompbitictra$ing alliancerwith thewwld'r 
predominantly human fTIe~antile clientele. 

90ff-wortd n e p t i a m ,  muited o b j # k  arbiters, call the sihuadm 'ghm and worsening." 

Reglna/Splnward Marches (1910 A=-C) bate: 101-1 123 
~ R e p m t a t i v e s  of Archduke Norris Aledon announced Way that ther4rthdukais =king to rnmtwith leaden dthe In@ W a r  m m t  In 

order to s d e  long-standing differen- between thetmrlstorganization and thelrnprlal gowmment w i n  thefonn of the Bomaind Deneb. 
qThe Ine Civar, which are known to have had tier to the Zhdani Consulate, wwe heavily involved in  the buiMup to the Fifth Frontier War in 

11 05-1 107, particularly nn Efate and Ruie in the Regina subwdor. S l w  the end of that war, lrse Civar activitim have b almost nonexistent 
although it is clear that the organization still existr, according to d f ~ i a l  Domain sources. 

merehas been much publicmncemaf latethatthe IneGivarwlll ta keadvantageofthe i m I n g  Irdatknaflkmbfremtfrecmbattld I m m l  
Core and strike unexpxtd and telling b h ,  perhaps in con]unction with Vargr, Alan or Zhodani strike units. 

qThe  off^^ of the A~hduke  have announced that such concerns ace "'hntastic and alarm&* and that tlw qgestod nqd4tkns alp intended 
to further stabilize the position of the h a i n  until such time a full contact with the reumltgd Irnp#ial interior can be ~ u r n d .  

ReginalSpInward Mar&es (1910 A788899-c) Date: 116.1 123 
4An explosion rim through a public shopping mall this morning near the ducal compound, klling or crlticalfy mndlng -1 xm of 

volunteer workers setting up for a charity fund-raising mt 
qblessagesappeared in swwal publicdatabases bw hours lam, announcing TneCir rtrponzlMlityfwthehM~.Jhemessaged, In park 
qVDuke [sic] Norris' wish to enter into negotiations is only a cynical and transparent Btternpt to identify and expore h e  Ine W a r  kadership, in 

order to allow their assawination 'by the Imperial securiv apparatus. We wilt not allow this te happen. 
8'7hir show of force, involving no loss af l ie,  was derigned to show the Duke [sic] how vulnerable he i5 ta our powx to sldke at anydme and 

place of our chmsing. 
9"lt i s  a wry dangerous game he h playlng. 
?'We will only enter into talk that  sincerely seek to dress  our just grievances qdnst the c m p t  a d  outmoded Impcrlal gows sh&re.* 
9Et wuuld apprfrom the textthat the explosion was not intended to causecasualtie, alhugh 'rt is not k m w n ~ ~ r t h e  bomb's timerwas 

faufty or if the Ine Char termristr were simply unaware that volunteers w u l d  k p h  at the site, 
qkrchduke Nods is away at Mara. Howwer, m m b m  of the ducal h w b l d  chamrlred the h b i n g  as "an outmy-* 
Bone person noted, 'Thisclaim that therewuld be'no lmof life' prwes howcal!ous and b l& i rs ty~am' rna ls  are, and haw hollow thdr 

claims for justice." 

LarmlgeJDagudashaag (2709 X77S9DD-C) bate: 124-J1U 
Wearguard elernentr of Lucan's nwal fort= conducted a thorough orbital bambadmmtof all hrmqe's s t a r p r f  smut and naml base assets 

starting last night and continuing on through this morning, with appalling civilian casualties. 
qThis news service regrets to .oreport the absolute annihilatiov of all port landing, shipyard and base facilities; an Larmige effecth/e this date. 
YThiz brutal and unanticipated act of 'betrayal ir unprecedented, as the peopleof Larrnige haw faithfully supported Lucan's militaryoperation~ , shce I 'I 1 7. For six yeam, its shipyards have repaired and sewiced Lucan's fleets. 
qYet Way, rather than Mrq taken by enemy forms, rather than being left ta defend '-&If, ranther than being g h  pttxtion tomrnmurate 

with its sacrif~er, it has been blotted from existence as a starfaring world by the very forces that it has sewd rn ably and unselfishly. 
qThe shock and grief of the population can b& be besurnmd up by a man who was ohemxi earliw t d a y  stumbling thrwgh the rulm d the 

starport, searching through the Mles d t h e  who had been  ork king In the starpwt unaware of what was a b u t  m Mall them. 
gamed in ragged clothes and covered with b i d  and soat, he remtd w# and over. "What did we do m n g f  What did w do m n g T  

Can you tell m w h a t  did we do wrong?" 

Esann/Splnward Marches (1004 C565673-B) bate: 136-1 123 
qA plot to assassinate the Archduke Norris has been reported through estabflshed channels ly mvoys from the Zhodanl h s u l a e  to W a i n  

of Deneb authorities. 
Whi le  the plot was d'iwerd within the Lhodani borders, it is not yet clear if the pbt I n w k  Zhadani nattbnals, Imperial nationals or third 

parties. 

e.a 

- 



lfhodani i h r r n a k n  Indicatd that the opatbn may k already underway, as MI sub]& of the i ~ w a t b n  are m'wing. 
qln order to s p e 4  the passage of this i n h a t i a n  to Dewb authorities w b  may be abk ta contain tfre operation, this lnformation is also bely 

routed through Farreach (1 402 Spinward Marcher] a d  Querion (1 61 4 Spinward Marck]. 
qd Zhodani offer of arristance in the app&ens'm af the as-ins has thus far been dedid.  
qlnsiders an speculating whether this development could be at  all related to the unusual Zhdanl naval d d t l e r  of of I 19 or to the increared 

talk of Ine Civar activity within the Spinward Marches. 

SProfesror Ililek Kuligaan has disappeared following his contrwerrial m a r k s  may at Wan U n i Q  in whkh he called the R e M h  a 
"ridiculous war,* among other things. 

PKuligaanwas until today holderof the Dulimrktrin llethianchalraschaEmanofthe~rtrn~dImpe~a1 Hbbwy.AtpuMicfururn,TheFuture 
of an lmpetiurn in Conflict, part of the universvs regular *ria of public bra, Kuvgaan m d e  his camrnem in a n m b  a quertion a h t  rumors 
that  Lucan was mncenvating efforts on a secret wleapon lo bring the slx-yars!d rebellion to a awlclus'm. 

qmlf he's not," Kuligaan said, "he should be because that's the only way anyone will win this ddcrrlws war. Anyone muid haw Ioreseen h t  
thetmperium w u l d  spliLinto factlons of such equal sue thatna omwould kable togain the upper hand.kll thatwe have been able to accomphh 
in six years of civil war-ad I  mean civil war, if yau must call it a "rebellion," them call it a rpbellbn against common w& tk Jaughter,no, 
themrdwoftemofbill'isofbyal I m ~ l s u b j ~ . h d w h a t w a s t h e i r c r i m d T h a t ~ c w H w r l y  hew toaneempwatatime, notsixor-.* 
me casualties quoted by K~llgaan are those presented by the university, based an fgures provided by naval ln&lligwe. They include deaths 

causd by disease, starvation a d  piracy resulting from the succession strugglet as wdl as immediate combt fataliti=. Athough hese numbers 
have not been disputed, hey were mot widely disseminated because& their probable on pubIic rnomle. 

qEmperor Dulinofs off~e hued a warrant fw Kuligaan's arrest this morning and stdpped him of his wffue at the unhrersitr, 6ut KuRgaan  ha^ 
dlsappead, lending crdenee to rumors that he had prepared t h e  m a r k s  h advance, along with a means of exape. 

PWhcn asked forcornmmton tbe arrestwanant, Dlan Univwsiiy ChanceiCorforkdmic h i r s  justin Hormkr replied, "Well, we all know It's 
illega! to a m t  a profersar for a puMic statement of politkal analysis. It must k parking violations." 

To: Security Swetafy Sontag 
From: The Emperor 
Document 23.213-12 

IssueImmdiately a warrant for the arrest of llilek Kuligaan, late Chairman of the Department of lmpwtal Hlsbwy, Man Unhrerslty, under 
currently unspecifid charges, pursuant to presumptive charge of High T m m .  Warnnt also to cwer any a d  all membrs of his family 
who may give him aid and cornfat All his belorqings am Dlan Univerirty and hits private sesidmce to be confiscated and e x a m i d  far 
evidence of treaxm. See alsa dmummtr 23.213-13, -14 and private papers, rhb date. 

c c  Mnister of Information and C6mrnunicatmbn 

To: Regents of Dlan tlnivwslty, and Irnpertal Staff 
From: The Emperor 
Document 23.21 3-13 

E M w  1rnmedSate)y suspend h.ee rnmrnent of P m f m  'Iblek Kuligaan, hdder of D u l i w r M n  Acthian chair/Chaiman bprhcnt  
of Imperial History, and swal polftical advisor to the Throne. AH positions, titltl~, and privilega at Dlan tlniven-wand Imperial Stnff a n  + 

d~ lared null and wid imrnediatdy. 
Prnfesmr Kuligaan and his family are the wbl#t of an a m  wanant, presurnpdve &ages of treason, although nane spcFied as yet 

A11 belongings or documenb that may pwtain are to be irnparmded. 

Dulimr 

cc: Minister of Information and Communication 



I 

21 El 123 

Secrdary %ntag: 

Tab wery pmxautron that Kudgaan b mt h a d  when he €s captud. k Is ummepable that such a high-ranldq advtxx to thls 
gwemmmt k a l W  Caddeck with theseribus effects this cwM havean puMc p m q t i a n s .  Once he irapprehended,wil!must bt able 
to use any mmns at our dispwal to turn him back to us, and require him to make public recantation a f  his earlier statements. If he is injured 
this task will M e  more d'rtficult, as It might a p r  h a t  he had kmn physkally coerced. Naturally, if he is, killed, there is no way for him 
20 make recompense to thls qowrnmenf 

Make wery effort to apprehmd his family, again, withoutcausig ttPm ham, as his hlthyfamlly under wt p r o m  will bethe surert 
means bs ensure his full cooperation. 

Dul fm~ 

cc: J u rim 

Minister Iurim 

You were corm3 about Kurtaan, but it appears that I h m  scted too latt. f he fault k entirely minq I fear that 1 was tm much sw+ 
by my advisors of longer standing that objected to p u r  rapid tise. 

Damage control on this issue will be up tu you; p u  haw myfull k w t .  lsuggcstthat rnaintainlng: emphdson Kulqaun's dmkrak, 
rather than his advlxrry p i t h ,  wl l  assist us in keeping this  episode from gaining too much attention, If m, wg can back-pedal to 
the extent that Kuligaan, in his role as an erteerned academic, was sometimes called in to offer unoffcial counrd. 

However, should Kuligaan's real p i t i o n  become common k m l e d g q  we will want ta prfray him as; an agent of Lucan, who has 
k r a y e d  the citizens of all the Federation. Please set this into motion so that this option d P  be available to us on short mdce. 

Effective immediately, p u  will take wer KuligaanFs pasition. Moving you ofidally into his office $411 take place at mme latcrtlrnt, sa 
as not ta a11 further attention to the incident &eta It that all coder are changed, a n d  any operations and m r c ~  with whlch Kullgmn 
was assxiated are teminatedorwitMrawn.As Kuligaan may usemme of theseto tortherhisercape,the shwld be replxed with agents 
wha a E  prepared te arrest and hold Kuligaan. Respond soonest with your xtions. 

DUIIMT 

cc Sbntag 

Warlnlr/Dalbei (0507 A889m8-fl Date: 282-1 123 
me annual naval review, traditionally held on Duke Crag's official birthday, not trike ptace t h i s  year, according fn a spkesperxln far the 

ducal office. 
qTheprepared statement read, "Nahlrally,'thlsb notmean zhat thmaninwf~ienlnaval fo~b sparefor a dm. Rahr,fleetopedwral 

and maintenance commitments continue at normal levels. Howwer, His Cram, In keeping 6th his prwious statmnents that 11 23 will k a y a r  
of peace, feels that martjal celebrations woukf be inappropriate," 

Ispeaking not for amibutian, a 'Fdwation of Daibel naval officer remarked, "He'd p r d b a b ~ r a ~ ~  tfie ships to thm a d w f w  the Aslan 
out in the [Reavefs] h p . '  

ReglndSplnward Marches (1910 Dntc: 301-1 123 
q k h d u k e  hlorris A l d m  publicly appared today on hls nmertral lxrmc for the first tlme s l ~ e  the minrhq d d thct waw d Ine Civar 

terrorism and allegations that roque ZMan i  elemen& had dispabchd an w i n a t i o n  team to kill him. 
'jAlthough a busehoklspbkespenon indicated thatthisvisitwasa narwallyscheduiedtour andMcazlan atMsduealhddlngs, the p u b l k d a ~ m  

impact of his arrival was s ign i f~an t  Among the stops on his Jtinerav was the Regina Imperial Hospital, whem he priv;itelyrisitd with mowing 
vlctims of Ine W a r  bombings. 

1 His, onlypublic reference tothe mxmt kmrtrrn wasduring an irnpmptu prr?ss conference when he respndd tnaquertlan a b u t  thestatus 
of the talks he had proposed with the Inc Cwar. 

Ikknwledging that there has been m progm tclward starting the talks, he added, "I cwneto tkmediscussbns In all gmd faith. Wly, I alx, ' carry a cwtafn amount of faith about human nature, which these recent m t s  have only wed tavefify." 



ReglnNSplnward M a r c h  (1910 Af8889PC3 bate: 303-1 123 

7'7errorists are no one? friends a d  as the official repmentatiw of my g m r n m t ,  I mndemn h e a t t e K k  m an amity against civiliiatlon." 
qlheconfmwarcalled h t C l e a f t e r m a t h d a b o m b i n g ~ ~ d a ~ m a C d o n i a l l N a v y m ~ ~ d m c e i n w h i c h h h ~ ~ v a l p e ~ n n e ( m U l l e d .  

'here have a h  t e n  aCqatbm of Zhodani allusion En a d i  Lart wPek of what wzs hily identifiad ar nen# agents at the Regina dmwp& 
qThe ambassador pledged financial a d  medical assistame to the victims of the bombings and their familier as a gaturc of g d  will. 

SW+H tke papem of Nw& AeUn I=- 

Attached please find draft of df?cial letter to be c a d d  by the dlpbmatk misslwr. Return annotabxi changa for my approval, then 
faward in abwlute recrecy to Trin, preferably along with membeds) of the mission c m .  

N d s  

Domain of Deneb 
W e  of the Archduke 
Norris Adla Aledom 
Giyachi, Mora/Spinwad M a d m  

276-1 1 23 

F d h  Imperial Lead-, 

Itlswith regretthat I c o m e t o w i t e t h ~ w a d s . ~ i s i s  bgau~therewrdsinvokethespectrebfthedeath dthelmperium. Yet pwhaps 
by daring to invak this s p m I  we may together mate  the means to dike it away, If the Imperium is to survive as mare than a sulned 
name, the leaders that remain must unite ta reaffirm and resm thaw v a ! w ~  t h a t  gave it Ilfe. 

We in the Domain of Den& haw for sewn years maintilid our dlegiinceto na one leader, but to the Impriurn W. I now haw to 
ask. to what  do we owe this allegiance? Has there treen a purpose to thh fealty, or has it been a win exerciw7 rhete are quertians facingl 
Deneb that demand anwen,  but bdm we can addr~rrr them, m must knw In whme n a m e m  arc s(aeaMng, and in name we 

I are actlq. Ir the lrnperium merely our pint  of departure, or Is it still our f r a m w r k  and our future7 

Asfaras O e n e b i r f r o m y w r ~ d t h e I m ~ u m , ~ t m k l  kemytoaaumthat thmamm~any~thab lndur toget fher ,  
save warm memories of a completed #a. But the faltMulna d my people demands thatwe do m t  abandon h o p  ofa m t o d  Imp-iurn 
too quickly. b I ask you to p n  with me to take hold of the frqmentr, that m a i n  and knit them tapther. If one faction had the abllity 
ta take hold of the empire, it wrelywld have happened by now. 1 ak you to tell me if we, together, can do what mne of us separately 
muld accarnplish. 

While the dlstancs betwmn us are great, I can assure pu that Den& has s u M  almost mtirely intact, and our datians with our 
neighhrscontinue to be manqeable.Wthyburagremmf aurpwverzcan harmed to lessening thatdistance.Thbvvrbuld beadifficult 
undertaking, but surely m, more difficult than those nccepted by Cleon or M l a t m .  like t!xm, if we have faih and courage a d  
commitment, the future is wrs to claim, 

t submit this coum of mion to your care and wisdom, 

Faithfully, 

w s  
Arthdub of &neb 



m 

m 
Trfn/Splnward Marches (3235 AS94A%F) Date: 329-1 I23 

v a t  do you do when you lose a 60,000-ton yuisw? Hope that the Man dldnt steal it7 
mis K the dilemma faclng the personnel of the Imperial Nay In* Shlp Facility at Tin. The k h d  Verrgwnce, an m t l H & h  Lk$~tdrp  

clars frontier miser, was m e  of fm of that c las  mothballed at  Trin since 1 114. With the estaMbhment of the Patrol, w fmlbryrdr, in 11 20, m e  
Lightningclass cruiw pw year ha k e n  reactivated for wrvicle with thb hxce, b inn ing  with khanti H@ Lighting, Children of Mr Mwrh a n d  
R e M o r  Lmhfrerme. The twr, I&, Bord Refuge and AmW Vergema,  m xheduled fw madbation in 11 24 and 1125 respectidy. limmw, 
whik conducting an inspixt'm d &ord Re- prior to w i n g  her in the shipyard, the i m p d o n  team discoved that her itemhip, h f v d  
Vengeance, war mising. 

m e r e  are currently rra tbwies or explanations fur tfrlr phenomenon. 

Cymbellne/Salomanl R1m (2527 A9F48dQ-E) Date 355-1 123 
qA force of half a dozen CarelI~lsbss c k  =orb, t#ltatlvdyk&did nr m n g  to lyean's Frnpcrium,y&day engnged in a 'brCcfwbital 

engagement here, then rnadtfw the 100 planetarydiameter jump gradient to enter hprspace.The purpwedthh force's pmnee ir u n k m .  
qThefo~ewasspotkd bythe HomeGuard cruiser Durhamon a routiney~;tem ~.r~eep.ThecruWsoffiem n p r t e d  that although theintruders 

were not aperating their transpondm, a dronemounted smmr package shawed what a p p r e d  to be the lrnpwlal sunburst symbbl on the 
retreating vessels before it was destroyed by lass fire. The laser a m k  on the drone war the only fire exchanged before the six ~erwls brdrt off 
forthejumpgradientTheir identity as I m p w i a l - b u i l t C a z e ~ I ~ I d ~ s v e s s e l s ~ m f i r m d m n a f t e r ~ ~ e i r  ~pendleddroptankswwedircrrvered 
near their hyperspace e n q  point. 

pHwwer,theirstatus munitsdlucan'sfk~ bdo~btfvl,gsthpl.m&noa~pt~~geD~~whichttrqrd%artyasagnxlpoutgurmed. 
Howwer, Durham's captain pointtrd out that it m l d  not be long More their true identitywas rwealed, for witbut  their drop tanks, t lwywld 
not be able to get far. 

1124 
The year 11 24 sm the f m e r  Imperlurn continue 1PE slkle lntu fragmentatbn. The m a q n l t h  of dwmed and failng worlds acrelimted, a d  

I 

the fabric d trade and the absewance of civilized Lrnltatiom continued tb dadorate. 

A T m t l l e r  Nmrs S t w h  Spcckl F- 
An lrrbepth Interview with Professor lnlek Kullgmn 

I WarlnlrlDalbet (0507 A889978-F) bae 131.1 124 
Prof- 16tek Kutgaan h~ ken, since 21 3-1 1 23, Reeirrg a mmnt for hk amst Lrwred by Arrhduke Dullmx h i d .  Kufigaw's pubk r#narla an 21 2- 

11 23, a i ? i a l  d the Rebelton, and ly &mion, theself-prodaimed E m w  Dulim, have Iparloed nummms -I in ad&h to D u l i d ~  
Forthree quarters of a year, Kuligaan's whereabou~r were unknown. Then on 126-1 124 it was announced that he had met with Duke Craig at 

Warinir. Following rewral day~of rqu&s, hof-r Kuligaanfinallyagreed tomtdforan intewitwwith a rnembof theTASNemServiceWartnk 
branch Almwgh he d u d  mdivuu thedetails &hind his rnrrting with Duke Crab he did rweal moreof hii outspokm u*wrm the ReMlion. 
The follawing ir an excwpt h.bm that fascinating intervfm. 

TNS: How long until we see the lmpertum rwnified? 
IK: Nwer. 
TNS: So you k l  It All  take a bng time, then. 
IK: No, r said new, and I mean neverever There will be no reformed !rnprium; therecan be rm pace w unity among these faabnr. Na, w must 

go farther into the darknerr M o r e  we can see the light gain. That i s  proper, that 1s propartionate. 
T NS: Pmper? By whose standards? 
IK: You see, if peace mre to wrne nwv, that wuld justify h a t  has already happened. Surely wen p u  haw r e d  h e  figures, bms of ; b i b s  

dmd.The homr thatwe have alreadyvisi upon each other, that would somehow & m e  acceptable. Werswould be ableto countenance 
other wars just like this one. "You w," they w u k l  say, ''wec:auid do that again and still pull bxkand be dtay again." That cannot h a p p .  Peace 
ww w u l d  redeem what we have d m ,  and that is just not porsible. It b irredeemable?; the sin has gone tm far. 

TNk The sin7 Against Cod? 
IK: No, not against Cod; against the on!y thing p u  can sin agaimt. human&. 
f NS: f9 you feel that it b only humam that matter in t h i s  equation. 
IK: Nqyorr idiot. V4I-m assigned you to this story, anyway? lThe sin is] Againfithe thing Inside ewry Mng, thlnldng being that m a k R  unique. 

The Vargr must call 'ttvargranity, the Hivers call i t  hivranity ur somesuch. W h a t e w r M  p u  happen tu hang on R locally, theaqptlr thcsarne. 

I 

1 But the word has tobe local To you if itis to haw any power for you. Yes, !call it humanity. And thevargrhawit, zheH'mrr hareit, theAslan have 
it, the M ' k m  have it You might even have It. The iaue is- 

lWS: Are p u  a member of the Virasa faith? 



have tosee ourway through thk hell that we've crwbd and m~ to it that it does mt happen again. f h e ~  ismething Inside us that has allowed 
us Go embark on this monstrous war, and we must bum Rout of us. Thlswar, if all oafthew death are to have any manlng, rnustfme us to come 
to grips with the f x t  that we rannat m a i n  this way if we errpect ta have an interrtdlar d e t y .  

If, on the othw hand, we can justify to ourselver what we have d m  h m  In this "Rebellion," then m can newr be saved, whkh b to say, m 
can never save ourselves. 

RhybnorfSplnwad Marches (2716 A43493449 
qAttheUnivwsityafRhylanortoday, appmxirna2ely 1Mstudmbstaged a plneChrsrdmmmtmtbta showthdrarppor ta t tkun~s  

main quare, They w x e  green Ine Ginr armbands, shmk their dm and s, "AgMe.  Educate. Organlz~" 
qDean En& W m s w  called In cam pus and k a l  price To- ti, prwent any outbreak d vblence by the sbderib ar patrlotk bystasrdm. 
qAfterchanling and handingout leaflets mading, 7hehrlwnentfor Democmsy[sk] IsNwlrlUThedwnwrsbationdkbanded p d ~ l l y .  W, 

seven students who had been brandishimg unloaded Randgum wem arms far firearns passmian a d  pubk endangerment, and Inciting to 

qDean Wnmsef s Mef public statement mnduded with the m a r k :  "We have ova 34,000 dude& enrdled on thls campus The fwbf l rg 

by the example of these stylish 'rwolutionarim~" 

CraclNsDagudarhaag (2038 m 7 7 A - C )  
qRecent Black War s t r i k  on Gmilis by Lwcan's fma haw pmmptld planetary M a s  to qucrtkn the brig-brrm haHtrbiky af the d. 

m r ~ ' m  damqe to port and pwver production facilities combined with the w d d ' s  inhospttable atmmphere maker the hturrd the W r  
63.2 million inhabitanb Htenuous at k t .  according to one offrciat. 

T h e  needs of h relatively large population require a vast oxygen and wter sacking Industry& chcmkally prPducc thcK nvntrd raau re r~  
from minerals found on the world, Recent dwebpments in tht ongoing Rcbellkn h m  made thfs p e d u r e  much n#m ditkult ban's rdcb 
havedone extensive damage to Gracilis' habitation dome and subterranean gallwim, which will quire  timmruming repin. Until wdl t h e  
as permanent repain can be made, ternporav repaim allow atmosphere and water supplier to leak away, pladng a greater swain on the c-ng 
Industry. Hawwer, damage to thewrld's p w r  production fxli'ties, has already r d ~ e d  thecapad3.uf the pmm-intensivecmcklng operatiors. 

qRepaln to any of the damage pcllls already W U K ~  away f m  other p f ~ b  on a W that has h on a war?irne fmtirg for s m  
yean. Access 'ta crucial repair parts is also becoming difficult, gken extensive rcrent damage ta Gracilis' part MStier and the dramatic falldf in 
bade in Pagudashaq =tor because of the war. 

qTmy Kharkziin, Graulis' Minister for Ilemrce Management Is Munt a b u t  the sfaratbnr "We mlght lust k able to keep going #things m 
left the way they are now. It won't be easy, but five w six years down the tunnel I can se a IMe light. Rut any mom damagt to this wdd atxi 
it's all WH but the dylng. It's dme for a contingency study on d d w k f c  ~ a c u a h . "  

qHowwer, Kharkasiin k qukk to a g m  that all of this leaves one question unanwewk W l w e  & wle gal" 

QlanAkllsh (1 021 Agb l ADE-G) 

used to unseat the military council whlch overthrew her democratkally d 4  gcmmrnmt in a coup two months ago. 
qFedwationPrev knetaryTrdek]urlmrsaid: TkFederatlonIrwdl awareof thesltuation on N d a .  We h w e ~ h ~ r s n e e d C m m l  

M e w W i i  that martial law will be lifted and demdcracy mtod as l ~ ~ o n  as the current cdsls has ended. 
q'Thwefore, we will continue with Federation @icy of nan-intervention in the afhin d indivWual d s ,  u n l a  bthernrarbarth Fdmtkm 

are threatened.# 
PSpeaking from her hotel In a hasdly nmnged and b i i  press conference, Sundarlgarl rrrpoded: wCurrent crisii?' What c u m  utls? I am 

absolutely sickened by Oulimr and his farcical Federation1 
q"Six years ago, t member  Pulinor saying Emperor Strephon was ewnplacm$ that he should hmn used his p h b n  to make thr hpcrium 

more responsive to individual citizens. He said he would bring an end to representation by thc nobility, a d  g'm ~OHRT baCk to the p ~ b k  Naw 
he5 turned his k k  on the issues which sup- his claims to the throne w any legltjtimncy a$ a ruler." 

When a s k d  to specula& an the masons khind Dulinor's dtzkiin, Sundarigari replied angrily "Maytn he Feels that the f mlbry] d)ctators dl 
'build more warships than we did fw his pmious RekFllon." 

Qlan/lle~sh (1021 ASDIADE-G) 
PDian Portduthdv offtials reported that former W e n t  Karrl Sundarigarl dFNda/Gushancge(t $30 BS26543-E)m ldned alang whh f w r  

of hwcbs~estadvimntbday h afreakaccident at Dlan Dawnpoh Shewar ~ c d l y o n  k w a y  hameto hersubsectarZar#ruitsupportt6@ht 
the ding rnilihry council that unseated her gwemrnent over W months ago. 



I n 

(IEyewitrtssez report that Sundadgari's party was waiting rn bwd a shuttle to theorbital starprt  when an wtdf tontml baggage I l fkrcra~hd 
I 

into and ruptured several liquid hydrogen Irefueling lines. The resulting explosion ki l l4  Sundarigari, her M e r w  Minister, P m  m r y ,  Chief ' Judicia y Mvirob and ChU d Staff, along with nine other bptandcrs. 
SArchduke Dulinofs &re ofF~ialb exexpresd ib reg& momenb later when tfw! wmt w x  w w d ,  rrmarklng: %Indadgad war 

a courageous and dedicated ledcr." 
qkrneof Wlinof soff~inls haveprhratdymarkdthatthenshwk3kan inqulryinbbthcIpwslMlity~atthejunta'sazramlmcauldhavtrsachd 

all the way to Dlan, and the dangems pwiMlity thii reprerenB to other dissident g m p .  

Taped tr-dnxript d meeting htween Archduke h S m r  Astrh IMIan and Treddt J u i w  
251-1124,~l41321-'f347 

Judson The Sundarlgari l w e  is taken: care cf, Pr. 
Dullnor; What? 

1 judsoha. President SundarigaCdhe m n t t  be m d n g  a y  mare d i i u l t i a  
Wllnoe You had h a  kllled? What the hell do you think yw're dohgt 
Jurlsoc Preventing her creating any further opposition to yaur pkies In an a m  where p are vulnerable, R had to be dona 
Dullnor: Damrnit, Krebek, I didn't ask you to kill her, I a s k d  p u  to take cam of the problem. 
Jurlsor: That is cwrect sir, the decision was mine, and It was the k t  option available under the dramstanas. It mruld k wrong tn 

require you to b m e  routinely involved in the details of such matters, and w u l d  ~rtalnlycamprom'~+epur aMlQ to dmy k d e c  
of such acts. 

I 
Dullnor: You've killed p p l e  More? 
Jurlsor: Ashavepu slr, eachtirnepu oderyourfleetrtoaattack I a s s u r e ~ i r , ~ a n ~ I n t h e ~ 6 f a u * s j t ~ t i n g y o u r o p p o n m ~  

on a whim. If I am to properly pwform the job pu hareadgnd me, them am! certatn options that I must h, a d  y ~ u  rnurt continue 
to trust me. A you like I can prepare a report for your signature each melr, listing each opposition orarmyagentagainsthm we must 
use final measures. 

Dullnor: That won't be necessary. Coddarnmlt, Tdek, don't t a k e  this a b b d k  buslbuslnesr than it has to be. 
JurSsor: It's already a b W y  businw, sir. I am only trying to end it on our terms. 

Hl~eJQI~pora (2920 A795722-E) 345-1 124 
qlrl one of the bitter& b l w  of the Black War yette befall the D i m  sector* Sabrnani famu launchd an attack on Hke's dau, A statarpart 

using thermonuclear weapons. Wis attack completely der- the staqmknnd, it is Miwed, kllled a urbtmtial @on of Hke's pbpuke.  
1Acmrding toa sourcein Margads  Navy, Hicewasnotatarget becauseof anyinherentvalue, butnth~bxauseofltrhxatbn neartheSdomanl 

frontier and  its highquality starpot "It was like a dagger pointed right at  their opmtlons in he Prornin and Khulam subsdms. We had &m 
staging forces out of Hke right in M r  front yard to keep an eye on their actkitis and threabn any m m e n t r  t h q  made. By mov ing  Hicc, 
they've i m p d  t M r  ability to aperate unhindered." 

qlhnbtive ertimates by k a l  Jrwdlers' Aid kiety afficials lndkate that Hice wlfl naw be lbtd as X795122-E. 

t 1 25 sawthe beginning ofthe Hard Time proper, aznrgularintmtdlartrade h t h e m a n ' s  lands M f s c t k n r e e a d  completdy.Rcgular 
xhecluled trade existed only in the areas just kymd each faction's frontier, and mom and m of this w% taken up by slmple Me 5uppt  fw 
the "'autlands" beyond these frontiers;: cnrclal high-prked spare parts an the way wf and the d m  trade on the wny back In. In these outla& 
and the "wilds" beyond, plan- 'begandeteriorating so rapidly that pprrlatiom, t#hno!qyled, and starportfacilitjawwld undergo notkmble 
changez in the space d a year: always downward, and often m rapidly that It a u l d  not k accurately &. 

Nonetheley ly the end of this period, some factions began to enternin mtiwls Lhatthe i r r tw~ l  prwkled by the HardTlmarnKlld alhthenr 
to re-assemble sufkient military force for one last knbckaut blaw against ~ e i r  exhausted bes. The wilds w u l d  -om last campaign after all. 

VlandNand (1717 A967A9A-F) 
9Zirunkariish today published its engerlyantklpated blannual mporton h e  acfuarlal stateoftheImpcrlum. Whle rnmyobsewmmn hopfng 

that  the rnass'ke megacorporation might have k n  able ta stadstically identify the beginnings ofrclme w e  M d s ,  the m w bleak, and 
w a  accompanied by an announced raising af insunnce ratnz by the giant VtlanJ megamrponlian. 

qThe most sobering portion ofthe w r t w a s  the extensive!ydmurnentPd estimate that Imperial mwcantIeshlppFlng -ed an 18%dmp 
in aggregate tonnage during the period 001 -1 123 to 365-1 124. These fqum are in spite of the shipbuilding rates during the pwiad, and s h w  
t he  maintained ferrxity of the Rebellion. 





f 

mefrgurer are thought to h a n o t h e r  trwrd as d l .  In t e r m s  d total n u m k  of r n d a n t  hul!s, the numb only dropped 14% during thc 
same p e r d ,  showing that larger highvalue mffdrant hulls s u f f e d  in proposZion totheir she, not their numbers. Thlr b M i  b d e c t  h 
rising Offecf~ of piracy, h u s e  pimtes pick h e i r  targetr b a d  on perceived value and risk. Commmial kzser due Oo genera[ warfare during Xhe 

I 
Rebellion have not shown this bias toward d & m c h n  of tonnage, Instead, tbnnagc and numerical b mre within ti % of each other during 
Ithe first six yean of the M r .  fhe te-rn "hub" in this report is a spec if^ t m  u d  by megxmprate insurers Zinrnkanish and Hortalez et G e  ta 
r& to spaceships and starships together, ratfier than the distinguishing term "shipsM which refers only to jumpcapable starrhlp. 

q7hese loss figures wre rot the worst ever; that honor bebngs to the 21 % tonnage and 22% hull n u m k  drop in the 11 19 repar tcdng  
the  period 001 -1 11 7 to 365-1 11 8. Howevw, these record figures are artjf~ially high k a u s e  the shipbuilding rates during that period had mt built 
up to full rnobiliiarion levds. In fact, t h i s  years' figures amquite bad enough to have prompted Ziiunkariish to annwme a 20% increase in starship 
insurance rates. The reasons cited for the increase are the increased risk of I-, reduced m m l l  m u e  base, the fragmented political m t u r e  
prmenting accurateassessment of rjskorenforcementof payment, the riwof piracy, and ttredecreaseinsircotthemgeship, rerulting in reduced 
economies of a l e  and capacitier for selfdefense. 

Tfhese rate increaser are of a similar magnitude to those that Hortalez et Ck Is w m o d  to be Wng. 

haxlas/Delphf (I 724,4253-0) 171-1 I25 
PMargaret's gwmmemt responded with m m  Way tD lncreatsing repwh of planeXs w b e  puMskd rmrld pfik do nat to 

the realities found there. Margarefs ofkials, ddng the danger of such "lurprise" b the safety of Imperial citizens, will make r formal nqumt of 
the Travellers' Ald Society Statiszld Office, wsponslble for establlshlng and dissernlnating  the^ profiler, to Look into these m p r k  I 

IReports presented include HXIME w h w  starport capabilities do rot I'ie up to their assigned d e s ,  and planets where beeb araftable 
technology i s  'beneath hstd Iwels. The examples cited ate all worlds in area  oubide af Margaret's defended frontier, areas king l m i n g l y  
referred to as the ''Outlands" and the Wlds." It is considerd likdy that the eff#tr of warfare in thrre areas haw! caused t h e  changes, and his 
theory will be hcludd in the q u e t  to the TAS. 

7ThcTASwFII beasked techcck intotkaccuracyofthese rrportsand, iFth y a r e h i n d  tabttme, &abnrham&Mtomwrnurate@ng 
of actual planetary conditions in future publications of mrld profiles. 

~Mostofthere~rtscitedon~inconvenienceto thtrawlle~thwnrdver, butinsome- rnerchantshtiprfwnd t h m s e h s r ~ ~ o n  workls 
which, unreported in the wrld prafile, could no longw pm'de fuel s m v k  w starship repair and maintenance, 

TrlpollsNerge (261 2 W S A ! E )  263-1 125 
qA g d w i i l  visit to the restive wrld of TrFpoSs by M y  Zsb, daughkrof Ernperw Dullnor, was marred byvbhue today. m h  the&s 

mrpon has been cbsed to ali rnemhbersof the media, the following story of what happened thm has been p k d  together frwn htewiem with 
I witnesses and the few short official anmuncements. 

9As partot her rout "to show my father Dulinofssolidariywlth you during these difficult rimer," Pgdy Islr appmdwith the Shaw Harnef Tr lpk  
head of state, at Sirte Downport While speaking thwe, an as-yet unknown n u m k  of rioten a w d  and, after shavting, "Down with Dulinor,* 
and "Dulinor has brwght back the Long Night," began throwing objects, apparently including bctles, garbage, and small f i r m  atthe dais. 

qLady Isis, though unhurf, threvr hersdf to theground to avoid being struck. At thesame time, mmrofthefimwh Ihmm bythe c m d  man 
togooff.Alhugh theywere themselves harmlers, theirrepwtras lsis fell tothegrwnd causd ha~naldetacbrnentd!dyguardr tocmlude 
tha t  she had been find an by t b e c d .  Oneor moreof the high-strung Myguards returned the supposed fire intothecrowd with plasma rift=, 
wenually killing at least 20, reportgdly including many bystanders. 

qThe crowd panicked, and many fled the =me, trampling and injurtng m 1  d m  more Fn Ihe procers. 
qThe only photograph of the event, taken by an u n k n m  photographer at Long range, shows Lady btr with a M i d  e m ,  and whh 

her hallmark fashionable gown spattered with some foreign substance. While some dalrn that the substance ir W, q u i d  when kirwaded 
into the crowd to cornfort i n j u d  bystanders, otherr maintain that it k refuse, and she is angered a t  the damage done to her ward&. 

AnaxlaslDelphl (1 724 A253A85-D) 31 1-1 125 
qfhe TravelJers0Aid %ieQ Statistical O f ~ e  today p r m t e d  to M a r g a d s  gwemrnmtb - r e p o r t o n  &profile fnformatkn publthed In TAS 

materials. This report w a s  made in response to a formal request by Margaret's gwwnment that theorganbtim bok into mat m n t s  of TkS- 
published world profils that did not accurately reflectcurrentconditiom on w e a l  worlds. T h e m  ws filed in the m w k b l y w  bed 140 
days, reflecting, in thedsofTASoffrcial Enwi h, wtheimpwta~eof~rkrgthesafepjd~on~ourmembers, butddl hrnwnersin Imperial-' 

qThe report shows that many worlds show a degradation in starprt capabilities, su~talnable t e c h w y  levels, and in some cases, populaa)an 
and atmospheric qualitier.The report war clear t h a t  in all cam of variance Mwem publlhed: figurer a d  reality, it was theconditionson t h e 4  
that  had changed, and not the result of misprinted or rnlstrarwnittd world pmfik. "What w am wing h w  is  a very ml and 9 i c d d i n e  in 
the quality of life of lmpwial citizens that I s  xl pnxlpitous It has evwwhelmed our ability to document it in a timely fashion,' said Kraus after the 
prerentation. 

lThe reprtestablEzhe and documentsthatthaechanges a E  all dlmcrrlndir#tresurtrof Rebdtloncomb& and anconc#rwaW h dited 
areas between factjonal boundaries that haw seen high I d s  of combat. MwlEhantJ opmatl;ng in M anas hwe b u n  to diingukh k ~ v n n  
"Outlands," those areas just beyond h e  defended factional frontiers, a n d  the Wlds," that m a i n  in the much crxrtcsted -man% l a d  ktween 
heavily engaged factions. 

I 



VahandDlaspwa (2926 E 6 m - B )  
ISix  months of sporadic fighting an Vahana is  nowmming to a c k ,  wlth an apparmt vkbryfortht papular Madculturn O i ~ c a v c r d ~ c  

so-calfed Interim Council. The Interim Councl!, composed of retired military officers, took power following the fqhting that d w  Vahana's 
starprLAlthough i t  repwtedEy promised economic pqramsarrd anordertysucc~ion of power,thecouncilspent m a  yearin powerdering 
only increasingly bombastic demands far bebtightening and sdf-sacrr~e from Vahana's citizm~ That p a r  also saw a sudden decline in the 
population's health and living standards as distribution ne-rks broke down u d e r  the cwncilrs initerference. 

f The end of fighting f o l l w  a brilliant and almost bldless island-hopping campaign fought rndybyVahanandur&m, 'butled and master- 
minded by an &-planet mercenary unit The unit was recruited fw thisoperation by ex-Imperial naval off~er bkrt R R'm,wlwwas h i d  by 
the Mariculture Pirxtomteto rmovethec~uncil.Thedefeataf thecouncil will clearrhe~riryforthedimtom~'~ program to rPes t aWi  planetary 
trade networks and restore interstellar trade by creating a "soft" (water] landing starport facility. The directorate a l ~ o  seeks b a b l i s h  alFiance tie 
with nearby worlds, and the elimination of the insurar Interim Cwndl will open the way f o r t h  plans 
me campaign to overthrow the miritary government is notable bemuse of the lack of casuakii suffered by &her ddc. This w a s  a delfbritte 

campaign's towcasualti~,~nly83 killed and 349wounded on lmth sides in six rnonthrofopfatiorts that sawover20,OQO prironers taken, Marlene 
replied, ''Wedon'tfeel g d  aboutcasualties, s , r n a P t w ~ ~ z h e  number, Butitisgratifying to knowthatwe k e p t h r n  from being any higher." 
Rivera added, "Every fife that we take, every building wedestmy, will make recwefy horn €he R e b d l ' i  that much harder, Killing more pwple im't 
h e  answer." Rivera also announced that  his mercenary unit will remain together under the name R i i a ' s  Vqilantes. 

Prcrnlse/Dlaspora (2827 19542998-C) 
qThere i s  a new gwernment today in Diaspora sector, the Unity of Promise, a confederation of six wrldx w b w  name Mecb its leading d 

as well as the subsector in which it is k a t e d .  The n w  pblity war anmunerd yesterday by Angeline Bern, the UVs fint Minister far State Affairr, 
and former commander of the Promise planetzlry navy. 

YThe Unity of Promise consists of thesixcontigzrous worlds lot,Vahana, Udone, Romke, Eloji, and Lxeter,vhlcfr tDgethwform 60% dthemall 
Promise main, The gmup contains two qeicultural and one industrial d, and a n  therefore function as a m a l l  s e l f a n t a i d  ermmy. IB 
military power is based on the Promise planeby navy, whose asseb haw now k n  turned w w  b the Unity d Promire Nay. 

qBwer6 statement identifid the UP'S main plicy goal df " t k  establishment of the f m e  of law in an anarchic regbn which the major pbwe~  
haveabandoned save far theoccasional punitive raid. P e r  must no longer be held only by those intererted In dertroy+ng our x ~ l a l  and m k  
infrastructure." 

qAdmitting that  the rpestabllhment of order in zhe reglon wlll be d i i l t  Eiem a h  a n m d  that the Y P forces wid rnaintaln s t a m  
units on retainer, to be m o b i r d  as mewe naval forces shwld the need ariie. To further this program, the UP gwernment will subsidize the 
comp\etion of EMMC [Externporised Mercantile to Military Conwmbn) starships fw qwlifred sbmerc units vrho agnc ta scrvc in this ramc 
capacity. Rivera's Vigilantes, famous ax the l iberaton of Vahna, are the first such gmup to apply fw this pqram, and are eexp#aed tb b rapidly 
approved and accepted. 

Cymbenne/Solornanl Rlm (2527 A9F4840-E) 
yjoshua Dahvin, embattled head of the pan-mphantlst faction dthefragmmdg Solomanti Party,vlsW Cymbellnetody to pay a pditicarly 

Wince theannauncmwlttsf ofrdiscwerybyDr.Amold Rusharin in 1 1 14, theSdomanl PaqharrardullyrefuEed c m m e n t o n ~ r l g n ~ ~  
of the intelligent. non-organic &ngs for the folornani dogma The chips prerent an Enterdng p k m  fw the dogrnabists. While they are tmt 
human, leading theotier of their evolution s b  that  they are dexended from Terran Confederationmanwfacturd micmxhips. 

qlnformed observers specuiatethat Dahvin'svlsit isintended Za beak thecurrent deadlackin Sdomani Party pbntjcscausd bytbunwllllngnerr 
of the Humanist and HDV (from the initials Human, Dolphin, Vargr) ban&= to break from the d e r a t e  forces a d  follow the pan-qhntist 
leadership in the liberal wing. By Inraking the status of the inkrochips, say these observers, Qahvln hopes to rattle the H W  leadm into examining 
theircvmnt defacto alliancewith thekietyforthe Sovereignty of Man werM&ine[SSMM), amthermdleratefaction. f he HDVf-n cannot 
easily t e j ~ t  claims fOT the inclusion of the chip in the Solomani race. For the chips can b? described a4 Terransriginating life f m s  that attained 
intelligencewith outrideintervention justthe same mcan the Vargrand dolphins. What's more, like thedolphins the chips are the w k o f  human 
creation, which carrier great weight with some klornani likrals. 



Fmm tke ImwCLCS uf Emperw -#on AedLu AWdUd 
I 

I 
I / s m t A v f f y a w w y n i t h h .  /h&tintendedto, $vtitscmmltk~ntyCMqtoch. 

Da ~ e ~ e k n o w t f r e m e t n i n g o f t b o s e w w d s  t h a f t h e y m 7 I t h q h t  I b m ~ d w t l i n m h r m w n t y e a r z q g o ~ J d h h  H e m  
Q Itvder like me, of o dinYIM n0tr.m. I thwght he rwld tpll me how & win bod my notim, andsa i tmk seHJjsbteow cncburrgmrcnt 15wn his 

bd I wver undm rood them until t&. 
"We c a m t  dedicd- cannot mnm- m t  hIla~~-&!~k pwd.  The bnwc mm, avfrrg mi &xi, who m&ed Emt, b e  

m s w a t e d i r f a r ~ h w w r p o o r ~ t o a d d w & m  ... l t i s h v s ,  aFlpJm~rathwtokdedi~edherrtothcunfiofshedrvwEr~hfiqr 
who fought hwe hwe thur far so n&Iy o d v a n d .  " 

I 1 stopped d n g  Coo s m .  ThP a w  mrs nor ta mtinue thc kflJIng, J lemrcd &)rat mdf, but not sawf mwgh. 
"... Weherehighlylresohre thattheseWshoIInothcmdiedin~?in:htFrcrtthhnotrbn, underGcd, ~~heneanewMrthal l ieedom;andht  

gwmrrnmt dihepwple, bythepeople, fwhepwe,  s b d l n o t p d h  frwntheeath." 
7hepeo~ewewbotniu~te~, ChQYrnd!thotmarter. T o ~ e l r ' t h e m t o d e F o r m ~ s n o d ~ t ~ m t o ~ ~ t h m t ~ & ~ ~ w w h .  Thb 

is not some game, with people us fhe currwrcy. The gwemrnent is for them, not for me, w Didinor, w b, a d  a aJ lorrg rrs Miew m rn 
d ! d t o ~ d V v i r U v s i i k r ~ n . r v . m ~ m t v D l U y t o I m d h a n .  

uShoNnorpenih."40 longmXheywwIhew&, h e y d o n ' t h w e t o h w i h a t t h q r m m  ~mglrdedwithhfstmy etKwwdswBshinc 
I fwh when They rn need& as Ulqr did todv. fiey hova p o w  lhat thq, Mht nevw 1mdmtm4 but it is heirs, dl the same. 

I need dwv h m ,  but they need Mm more, m d  t h y  cwr r d e  barer am of him fhm I car. I'm just trsifly dd mm, Srightenedd the futm. 
, Better dvrry saves &ern than me. Goad byr, Avery. 

Avery wi/E know what to da I 

AnaxlaslDelphl(l724 A253A85-Dl 19&11% 
qMargaret0s governmentwas today raked bychargesafgffloclde. saM to Ix mndlKted agalnstttreGmmeh Massib sectnrwith Margartt's 

knowledge and tacit appmat. The charges w e  prsented by Cernrna Kargilii, heading a delegation fmm the k m u s  Altiiance, an independent 
human rights group based in Massilia. I 

~kq i l i i charged tha t~eMarques~Tanzer ,a~bL loya l~Margare~~~wag lnga"wardex tPrmi~~"aga i~s t the IJgn i fkan tnumh 
of C m e e  refugees that have been retreating trailward frwn their d e w  homes in thc S h ' i e e  subsmztm ~JMal l izb) .  

V h e  Gmnee are a minw human race native ta Shiwonee (1 430 Massilia) and alx, cornprprhe the majority populatbn d the  even othwmdd~~~ 
d the Geonee Cultural Region centered in Shiwonee subsector. The Geone's main claim to fame heretofore is thdr prowtion, supported hy 
little independent dolamhip, that they are the Ar#lents. The M a r q u a  Gmaise Tam- '4 a m t i d  sdrniral k t  known for organizing the major 
shipbuilding programs that empawed Margaret's operations against the Solorrrani offmfnres in Maspora and the Old Expanses. 

PAgovemnmt spokesmanwas alrnostlmohcrentwith ragewhen he appead b h t h e  hastilyaswnMed prers to amwr the&-, whkh 
he characterized as "prepostemus," He pointd out f i a t  Margaret's govwnment c x d s e s  " t i e  e m g  h control in Masilia a It is," and therrfwe 

' to blame wen& in the embattled sector on Margaret is "ionce"bble" The m a t  likely explanation for the story, he finally reascwd, war that 
it b a propaganda ploy by the remnants of the Vwmene. 

PMargaret'ssenior pmaide, juler Partraum,latwappeared t o r e h c t ~ o f t h e e a ~ ~ ~ m t t h a t d e a I t ~  Margaret'sabllitytoc~ 
Massilia m o t .  Tk earlier statement was incomplete. Margads influenee In Massilia and her ab1l.q tb protect loyal sub- there m a i n s  
unchanged. The remark was intended to point out that were there charger true, R would indicate that Margaret's subtantinl pwm had not yet 
been brought to bear against them. But as these charger are clearly and patently lak, such an exercise m u l d  be superfluws." 

Dlan/llellsh (1021 ASDINE-C) 
9Archduke and self-p~laimed hpemr D u l i n ~  appeard In pubk tday  to announce the ap inhwmt  of T d e k  J u W  to the Oulinorkt~n 

Ilethian chair head of the Department of Imperial Histmy at Dlan University lln? psition has stbbd vxant sin- the dramatic departure of 
Profesxrr llilek KuPgaan on 21 2-1 123. Kulgaan is still officially a f u g m M  from a warant isurect by Dulinw himself, although he is b e l i d  to be 
now residing En the Federation of Daibei or a Imtion farther bailwad. 

fTredek Jurjsor is the formw llelish Ministw of Information and Cornmunicadon, a w n t s d  to that pwt by Oulinw on 101-1 122. gefwetha 
jurirarwasoneof thewtaran clergy instrumental in wising someof the most  bas^ tenelrofttrefa'nh in Ihemritrowrsial457 th Khanw.TheYiaxan 
Enlightenrnentrnmemenf ofwhich jurixrr is afoundff, kliwesthatdeath Incombatin thesewiced Olan canstill mtitlcahliw#tafull m e l a t h  
in the afterlife. Until the 457th Khanu, Mrmn Zheology held that only a nonviolent death on Olan would reach that -1. 

qln making the announcement, D u l i m  praised Jurisor for *a life given to p u b l ~  senricq, In which he har errcelleel. His contrikbns thm past 
years, throwgh trying tims, have laid the gmundwork for hrtwr~ growth in purpose and pmr. Wi g h  will enable us, in the not tm distant 
future, to return to Capital and finally destroy the murdwowr usurper Lucan, a d  establish rightful leadwship over the Imperium." 

Varthik Domkuguur, a wxal critic of Jurimr and leadw of the Viramn OrthDdox mt, was unablc to comment as he has hem under "bus$ 
a m t  in his parish for the past hua years. 



'JA planned r ~ m t b n a l  trip by Margaret and her hvlnr,)ufla and Paula, was Intempted ~ W d a y  by m s  that dtmanded an axphnation 
of b e  charges of genocide in Massitia. Margawk w h  has thus far &sd to become irrvdved in the controwrsyI did not &, &It imtead 
canceled the trip a n d  returned to the family qua* at h e  Bblnefukera mansion, when the family liver during thi season. 

'/This f o l w  weral WE& of incmsinglydisillusiond public reqmme tu the initlal champ, m e d  50 da)n ago. The ~ e g a f h  lb 
these charger and the gowmment's unwillingness to meaningfully a d d m  thm became widespread when sweral high m i a h ,  treating thc 
charger as a joke, began pubhcly refwring to the "teoneecide." Khir was followed by the arrival of a statement f m  the Marquess 'baru~whlch 
claimed that the Geonee "refugees" were in f a a  pjrates, and w e  despoiling the already frail economy of the a m .  In adition, the Marquesr 
continued, when possible the Geonee were not killed, but instead pressed inta a f o d  i a k r  program w k r r  the marauders would help tu repair 
the shipping that they had damaged and destroyed. He regretted that on mcasion i n w e n t  Gmnee may have been killed by preemptiw attach 
if their ships appeared to be engaged in piray. "Howwer, we must member  that this is wartime, and t h e  events will occur," Tanzw o'bservd. 
He avso p d u c e d  a report made by his troopswhich indicated that, betause of their shortrtature, fatal m n d s  are mow common among Ceonee 
in firefighb. "My troops have found thatit isdifficult towound and capture the Gmmeeinmbat Wilakauseamrdwhkhmrukidywwnd 
a m a l  human will more often kill a Gmee, becau~e when p ' r r e  that hrt,  all dywrdtal organs n p d o d  m h  more tightly tog*." 

m e n  Margaret'sgowmmentdid notirnmediatdycondemn Checaval'erattituda a d  =ism inhermtinthestatemem the public wtcfygrew 
still further, now with the additional charges that Margaret was assenting to a slave trade. This i s  samething which ewn turan has mt yet dm,"  
said an Erasrnus Alliance official. 

qWhen confronted by the crowd, which included reveml Geonee, Margawt dM not rerpand, but turned to h~ entourage a d  dgrarted. Up 
readers present in the crowd claim tha t  she remarked to one of her aides, W h a t  wuld they have me say b my biggest shipbuiMerf" 

TflnlSpFnward Marches (3235 AW4A96-F) 
qRou tine trafic at the Trln naval base was intempted ptmday by the unexpected ambal of an ma' Mgh Lk~h~nIfpclass fmntkr cruiwr in 

the traffic pattern. Although there has been no official acknowldgment rvf the ship's &it, naval ofkcrs spaking off the rwMd have all- the 
following story to be p i ~ e d  togetherr 

Howwer, i t s  transponder d e  was nat a Tmkhyalr ID d e ,  but was nthw an oMw, pn-Rebellion Imperial Nayr ID d e .  Pwmission to ent~arbit 
was initially denied, as force of Lucan's lrnperiurn are belimed to still operate a handful of the bghtniw<lass v&s. Mf~:etswwehn surprid 
when the mysteryvesseltransrnltted avwbal "Argon Blue" identif~atianccdewhich allawed thevesreltod~katTrin'sNavaIlnactiveShipsF~li~. 
The little-known "Argon Blue" desaresarid to be asystem efone-time IDderwhich imrohe~everificationoftheconten~ofsealed documents, 
sets of which are present at all Imperial naval bases. The rare use of there ds is thught to be asx~iated with hQk-mnking Imprial ~ M E s .  

q U p n  docking, the ship, which proved to be M a \  Vmqmnce, missing since 329-1 123, disgorged a small party of officm who p r m z ~ ~ ~ M  
directly to the commanding offcer of the Inactive Ships Faciliv. There, they presented a sealed &ummt to the cornmandw, Rear Admiral Brian 
Cou, and returnd to their ship. Am'ml Yegmne was refueled and departed the base MI hours later. 
me sealed dwument is reprted to have contain4 a voucher for h e  use of the ship, and an apology. W h e s m  shte that bth documents 

were dated in 11 23 and signed by Archduke Norrls. 

Ywr Gme, the Ahduke of Weneb, Nanis 

that yau would cb so. Surely none of my nobler hmrs M dPne so well by &he Wition thb we serve. Whutw else may be said dme, it is to 
my credit to tie had p u r  semke, wrd you hwe my deepat gmLitwde. 

You wit! find ennrded here the hocr€ioru of ewry Jumpstart omhive, md the chdIcrrge md mtty Ebda fw &. Hh k w m m  nmzsay, p u  
will be &re to maken OM ptmtiof. No other noMe posresses a cwnplpte hi, nw win they. 

You wi/f dsa da wdi to exmine Ihe Ewrgbow h m t s  endosed, and cwnmif lh&shrdy tbpwM,  Keep m man ttw- ford* 
they know something, w they we prospecfiw wairns jur t as we we. 

I f  I mey, allow me to offer yw bm poi& of d i c e .  One, remember the crpw dlhb dsshw to p u r e .  7% rrddfw'& adurges us d, '.MU, 

get yam& a son, #mi, or beltpr, u kuqhter. What yau stand fw can not be m ' I d  to die with yw. 
Preserve what w mated, Nwrir, old  rmembw what we st& Tw. 



1 

MoraJSplnward Marcher (3124 AA!WAC'7-F) 
qkhduke Norrfs Aella Aldon a r r - d  this mdming at the Ciyachfl g r a d  esplanade to flnd it packd wtth river ZbQ,bOl) spectabm, a'll eager to. 

hear the message hewas Khduled bdelivw. There had been zrmendws speculation about hecontent of the m q e  since itws announmi 
three week ago that Nomsrmuld a d d m  themtire Domain of Deneb.Thec)oxens of m t e  recording drones bating a h  the c d  focused 
on Norris" balcony belonged ta nnem sewices and alx, to the Domain gwernrnent,which will distribute rpcordings to everyworld of tfw Domain. 

f"My siszers and broth& Norris began, "-t is time to put away the trappings of childhmd. The past, no matter hrmr vivid, no matter tww 
prefembIeIis notours tograsp. We must let it go.The Empirewill not sawus.The Emperor, lurnirmusanol gallant, will n e w  lead a relief fleet thmugh 
the miderstoreclaim us, to return ustoour rightful' @aceinan Imperial family. Because thew is rw, Empire Thereis, I must myself admif no Emperor. 
The Empire is populated, where it is still vpulated a t  all, increasingly by madmen. f heyranmot w e  us, mcwr w ~ m  M. We in the spinwad 
extents must chart our own future." 

qDuring thecourseof hisadd-, thekhdukeexplalned that hlsg~wmrnmt hasrnndeexhaustEweRwtrteregain amktwith othwpMtbns 
ofthe "Empire"4tis notablethat thmughwt the d d r m  heawidd all uxdheword "lmperivrna~nddiscussed hpsibilityofrwnifiation. 
*These &orb have mt been warded," he reported. We~fioukl not, indd,wewill nww, ckof fwropt ions  to reunify. Butwecannot simply 
wait for that t~ happen. We must do more than merely keep he ends out for the tie that binds." 
qHe then moved to a general d ixu~ion of his pit iw visions. This touched on the n d  for a new gcrwmment d n w  rdatbmhips with 

surrounding pwen. Naris d & M  the imlation of the Domain "Mind the d d  as an &vantage which muld glw tlme to expbre "our bcal 
potentials: our worlds, our stars, our creatures, our own minds." 

qThecrowd, which immediately recognized theaddrers nsa rnabrturning pointinthdrorm h-,wasatkntkand drhrallysifentthrwghout 
the del'hrey. Itwill takesmeral month for copies ofthe a d d m  to m h  the mwt distant D w n a E n d s ,  and forthe rerpbnser ta neturn. But hae 
on Mora, Nbrriswasgreeted with an 1 &rninukcwation at the end &theaddress,during which time hegracwusly ackrwwledged t k c &  Mom 
finalfy leaving the $a kony to return 'ho his dwnEer. 

qMSomewhere, kst  in time, someone fint asked the question, 'dm I my b r o t l d s  keeper? Am I my sister's bp~r?  If I W t  att ta S K ~ W  and 
defend the well-being of my neighbor, won't someane dse do it fw me? I ask you, ewry d t k n  of the Marches, of bnleb, ofTmy and R& Look 
amund pu. We am h s e  wlw are left to c m y  w, w h t m  wo& the hpirebegan. Am I responsible for yowl Are p u  rerpnslbk for me? Am I my 
braher's k e e p ?  The answer then, now, a d  always, is Ye,"" 

n 

I 

018-1 127 

Yw MajRry 

I f y o u e w r ~ ~ l e W , ~ W e ~ b o ~ b c a r u n t l e d c a l u d r y m e n . C ~ ~ r , m y h f ~ ~ y o u I i v e ~  J h e ~ ~ d I u # y o u ~ e d l r s w m  
~nedmybdid~ryw~~n~~~thisk~w.&rtp~gmmsitySlmcaaedmetocrrvltywlhthaKtm~. 

Wnk t o w ,  woreos&Icmedaswwnbe~Iotewhotnxnes. W b u t m o m ~ w y h  IftPrnaykdearerm, mandhmmd 
is fwecKmed, While I h t  we never havr nwd of Me Impst& d m ,  I ran d o  g&dd for tham. 

ButIvfrois theboy, m d w h y d i d y w m r t m m ~ m h i m ? S ~ h i s  h e m o s t ~ g i f t o f a l l ,  whkmq,  d m m r h e h H e M k s a f r ~  
= ~ j l l  yow visim of hum.  

7he most plwsont of dl theresupriscs rn prmtifirntiwr dmyqmhhmt #u% cwldp lwr rnc  mwc than t~ findyharrr- 
earned i t  I sincerdy hope that we will meet q d n .  If no t  I h~lpe p u  rest cosy in Me knowr'edge that we Mill not fmgd 

Y w r f f e p ,  

WX 

Gym beIlne/Solomant R1m (2527 ElF474O.E) ~ 3 - 1  1n 
qA large "bbck wif strike h x  h a  mihllated the surfsae d C y m b h ,  blanketing R wlth n w k  mplasbsrs fsbm apparent)y hundds d wameadr 
qMirxukusly, s e w a l  communities still cling to life in their wttlwnenb, situated at the b r n  of thedeepgorge thatthesurfaoe of this world. 

Cyrnbeline's capital stjll suw'm, and gowmmmt ledem are erganiring ex+tior to cmwttbe oth* d w n e d s  to see twm many still exist, 
and to unite them to resist an invasion. One contact team leader explained, 'We are a i m  k u s e  of the gorges we live in. Whowwhught  they 
could kill us all by barnbarding us like they m k l  a surface-inhabited mrCd wasn't thinking. This & has made us tough, a n d  twll learn that 
l w n  m harder if they try to invade us. But they did destroy our surface transport system, so we have to act quickly to rBt6re contact with the 
rest of the world m that we can unite to defeat an invasion. If they hit us now while we're divided, it will make it harder for us to restst But we will, 
and we'll make them regret what t h q w  done." 

~Howevw, itls mt yet known w b  is rerponsibkfor thestrike. Contact has nat been rpest;abIsM with thesyitern ddmsequdm.fhejmay 
have been overwhelmed by thestrike force, or may have cooperated with a strike by a militant Sobrnani faction. If it w a  a strike from Daibei, w 
Margaret's Domain, it might be onty one phase of a much larger offensive into the Sdomani core. 



VawadlOld Expanser (1 106 Af95A99-F) 122-1 127 
I F r e  baden operating in the Old Expanses Ihm reported a small Rotilla of Hlvw starships padng though the W, mwll ing mmpit-rurard 

h r n  the klomani frontier. Trawlling undw the name of the Imperial Histmy Club of Manchus, the g m p  of Ship has initiated mnwt with the 
human ships in all reporb m far collected. 

W e  flotilla, numbering between eight and 12 welt-armed d s  in the 200400-bn nnge, rquestx human *lips taaamedangsideforwde 
and discussion. Thase ship whkh have accepted repart that they are allowed ta b a l e  far a small quantity Of high quallty Hhnw-made goods, and 
are invited to stay for a reception. The reception, like the tradhg opportunity, 1s o b w W  by armed lthklur guards, and consists of a meal and a 
mral-hour conversation with members of the Imperial History Club. These members dexr ibd  their voyage into Impwlal space as a "field trip; 
which i s  apparently headed to Diaspora, and then beyond t~ Daibei. 

qMany of the traders reporting wwe not familiarwith Hiwrs, and fwd the experlmmto be strange, partlalarlythe quatityoftheM serwd 
at T ~ P  reception, Said one trader, "FOr the (nost pa% they don't swm to have a real grasp of tfie kind of stuff that  we consider to be edibk. But 
the cam dogs were g d . "  

Khde/Dlaspora (2605 C334%5-B) 141-1127 
'1"Hard Timesgot you down? Why not fast-forward rightthmugh them?Cotoskp today h thecomfort of our& hibemalion pods and! awake 

when things are bettereT" 
9Soneads the ad copyfromoneofthegmwing nurnbwoflawLberthwrnpaniesoperat3ng In eherimward pblzbnsaftbfarmwlmp#hrm.While 

sameof these mmpanierawsimplyrelling bw bwth unib to in- buyem, others maintain large h i b m a h  faclkhi~whem pabws cancame 
md rent space for n prearranged period of time. "It's moth hg new. It*sjust likea hote!, except instead of spending the night,pu spend ad=&,* 
explains another reassurCnq advdsement. 

qThere are an estimated25 companies offering these swices In D i p r a  a d  the Old Expanses alone, dth more sprlngIng up R Ddlbel a d  
the Solomani Rim. 

V h e  principle is not a new o w  "timer dubs.* composd of members whQ CM to the MwM rzla l a w - r n  fw m m t h a l  purpose, hiwe 
existed for centuries. In fact, the oldest, the Tmw Club of Terra, has apparently a p p d  to md- m e  of these smvkes, and &m m e  of i?s 
own. Howwer, the sheer number of such organizations b unpre~edentd, and is a measured the lack of falth many foform IlmperEal citizens have 
in the near future. 

9"People are desperate, They don't knrrw where tb turn fm~ the needs and a m  h t  used to be wed for them# and we pwide the 
alwrnative. Our rapid gmvth is proofthatwedo prwklesomething that peopletodaywant" explaindl a represmtativeofanebftheecompanis. 

9Reportedly, many planetary gwemmerrts, plagued with unemployment and distribution shodalls for the most basic goods and services, are 
making plans to put large po~ions oftheir societies to sleep for m w a l  years at  a time. This will reduce the smin on food supplies, and will only 
require the trickle of electrical p r  to keep the low berth nmning. Current plans call for these governments to o h  financial imentiva b their 
citizens to "lay o f f  for a year, and will pay for all expenses a m i a t d  with the installaZion and rerival phxdures. 5weral options are being 
considered, inchding family plans where entire families are frozen and revwed together, and d a y  pfans, where family m e m h  m a t e  mrm k i n g  
frozen and staying out and keeping the family affairs up to date. Both of these plans ensure that familk age a t  approximately thesame relative 
rate. Addressing such emotional concms arc crucial In sefllng t h m  plans to a p p u l a t h ,  wording to sweral gmwnment afficiab. 

qln response to this movement, the Travellers' Ad SPciety ha issued the following statement: 
9'7he Travellers' Aid b i e t y  has long been opposed to the practiced cryogenic suspension as a fwm of lnterstdlar travel. l t h l d  thercliorr 

came as no surprise that the Society view the recent imresre in low k r t h  use with concern. Haulwer, we wish pmpk b know that this stems 
Grom nocollusion with industries that pmidc mbrewpensivedm of llivemel. Thekcletyunderstands that such mod& an m n d  themeam 
of many Imperial citizens, and that our clientele reprrsenb those who can afford livetrad. Ira addition, thecurrent profusion of &genic -ices 
is not intended for spatial travd, but rather for Cmporal travel to a better future. 

q r h i s  announcement is not an advisory to our membership; rathw it i s  intended for mrnemkrs.  Cryglenic suspension is an inherently hky 
venture. It is fraught with potential for abuse and decepthn. While p u  are hibernating, p u  haw no control werpu rown  future or the future 
of your loved ones. Be aware that wen the most reputable and well-intentiond cornpanl~ and gowrnmmts can lose control of p u r  hibernation 
while you are he! ple~sly fmzen. In mmecases, low sleep may be the best option far many citizens and families, but this dae not eliminate the risk. 
Please be careful." 

A Traveller News 4ervIce Intervltw-ln t h e  Spotnght wlth llllek Kuflgaan 

VawardlOld Expanses (1 106 A79SAW-F) 122-7127 
llilek Kuligaan, the conhversial fomw Dulinarktrin Hethian chair at Olan University* is again the center ofrantrwmy. This time the reamn 

Ls; his new book, CwrspimcyolFds: How rhe I m v ' u m  wos btroyedbyltr: htdI@nceMa itisbeing published bter this month bymt Imperial 
Academic Press, Vaward, In el-mnic a d  hard formats. Pre-pu blicatibn excerpb make it clear that the he is stit! not aKId  of attmtlng dangemm 
attention to himself by lhe  dissemination of his, vi-. A repomrfrorn theTAS News W i e  who has beenfol ldng the storywas able to interview 
the professor a t  an undiscbsed locatjon someJvhwe ln the Old Expanses or Diaspora &rs, The following cxcerpb resulted from that meting. 

TNS: Professor KuAgaan. You are no stranger tocontrowrsy. You became famous byindt!ng a charge p f t rew~ l  from the Federatian of Ild~h-- 



I 

n - - 

IK: I Invited no such thing. I merely spoke the truth as my profabn obliged me. 
TNS: Since your departure# Tredek jurisor has been given your old chair at  Dlnn Unlwrsity. Roes this sutprire p u ?  
Ilk Tredek )uriwr? That old k ' iup .  No, aaualb it doesn't surprise me at  a!!. 
T NS: Yer, well, having already alienated Archduke Dulinor, you have m, riqhtly orwrongly, Immd themth, deadly mth, m e  will pdnt 

out, off 7@ulintdligenceorganizations by mycount irdudirg Imperial Naval Intdligwce,Ua~lCounter-lntclligeme, theimptrial Ministries 
of ktformation and justice, IRIS, the Vmm+ 

, 1K: Bureaucratic ninnies all, I assure you. But what is p u r  question? 
TN5: What do pu hope to gain by making such pow#ful m i e r ?  
1K: First of all, I should like to point out that these enemies are not so pawwful as m e  imaglnck Were t hq  half so pcmwfut as ewryone 

M i d ,  the lrnperium would not have disintegrated into the state in which we find it today. 
What I "hope to gain" b the chance Zo warn people a b u t  there high p r i d m d s  of information, whkh h haw the intrlligenceorganftatbnr 

prPsent themselves: as the anminted adepts of the arcane knawledge of stamraft  But this b buncombe. What they are actually adept a t  is 
perpetuating their om insular, parochial organizatim. 

TNZ: But there qanlzat ions p o w  information that can manipulate mtire f-. 
IK: Yes, that is what they w u l d  have you klieve. Leaders during this civil war are inmure, and looking for ta mllditheir powr. They 

want experts to whisper thrilling %re& In their ears. They want ta hlieve that like puppet-, %can pull swhqr and manipulate wiet'ns into 
happilydancing to their tune, Smpwial leadm have grown up with there rrotiomofpsy~bhistwical manipulation, thatthmug h little tricksof guile 
and legerdemain, they can d&y move populations into new ways of thlnking, if only they had the information and ex@=. These Iedcrs are 
only too eager to make themselves dependent on their intelligmce 5#vicer, and the services are only too happy to oblige. 

The faction leders wwlt into this war actually hliwing, many of M, that they could actually win the war, come out at the end dthk sitting 
cm the throne. W h a t  a patently fatuous rotion1 And who told them this7 Their inklligence agenck, pwpetuating the old myth that M i n d  the 
sceneone bit of secretinformation can win awar, one secret plan can bring thdrmemier to ruin. "Listen Ernperor," thqcwhisper, "tisten Empress, 
listen to the string pullen, we can put you on the throne, all you have to do is listen." 

knd what do hey tell their rulers? Exactly what hey  already k w  their rukwant tD hear. WUK the mighty p u p -  are all Bws, whores 
and Ilars, selling thelrnpehum lust to ppetuateththeir own positions. And t h e w -  on andan, and the puppeteers kpwhiseng,  "Ern-, 
Empress, victory i s  just around the corner, just one more campaign, one m m  planet h m d  away, and our plan will r m h  fruition." 
And with each intelligence organixation whispering this same lie into the earof each Fa&n leader, how is this war ta reach an d l  Rwill reach 

'a end ww our dead Wies. 
TN5: What do you mean, these onganht'ms aren't porrwhl? They are full af highly mind, deadly v t h ,  and y punelf haw, In the 

title of your bmk, de~ribed them as being invoked in a conspiracy. 
IK: There's quitea mythologyat>out thosedeadlyoprrratiwz.dt one t i m e ~ l n t e l l i g e n c c w g a n ~ s w e r e  a g d  place to putvbht, Hdy- 

mind& youngsten x, they could exercise h e i r  proclivities in the serviceof h e i r  socjety, rather than against it. And thew wwe a l w ~  emugh plots 
or schemer tn keep t h e  pungstws bug and out of trouble until theywere either killed in the line of duty orgrewup and calmed d m ,  Butthose 
that calmed down and survived did not become enlightened public servants, k a u w  they wwe never m i d  to h such things. Inrtead, hey 
became experts at bureaucratic infighf ng, at fighting for their agendas within the gwernment, and not at diligently searching for the truth, not 
a t  courageously reporting unpleasant truths to their supwiom. -use the of the Intelllgeme organizations flows from s#recy. R a p l ~ e  
of information is public knowledge, then it has no particular power. You cannot use it Zo blackmail someone, you cannot lord it ww m e o n e .  
But if you have a w e t ,  or if you pretend to haw a se cret... anh, then power i s  ywrs. 

Ue, my son, lie, and p u  will have the earof kings, TheVemene was perhaps ht only honertgmup wtthwt, bmuse at Peast thqr tried to kill 
Maqaretwhm she stopped I'utening to what they had to say when IRIS started whispering Phlngs in hm ear about b r n i n g  Empress. 50 IRIS 
liquidated the Vermene, and h e  prostituks went back to business as usual in the s a d  temples of intdligmce. 

TNS: Sacred temples? 
IK: Yes, it's a metaphor. Perhaps you've heard of them. I feel that the rdigbus metaphor b a partkularty apt one, -use there 1s an a d d o x y  

of inklligence, a corporate fa i th  in flimsy stacks of numbm that b easily wbwited by am-. 

in your organbation? 
T N S :  Ummm ... 

v 



For Dtrtrlbutfan to AN Data Nodes Date:tSO-I127 
>>>The Trave41ersF Aid =ety central office, ~ p d i n g  to requestr from k constbent Add dhs, announces thcblbdng H a n k  T d m '  

>>>In the interest of the =fey of all intmtdlar travellers, the Travellers' Aid Wety will, until further annwncement, bswa Manket R e d  Zone 
classifcation far all waMs lbcated in the so-called Wlds and Outlands arms, and a blanket Amberclassifiation for all w ! d s  locat& in Frontier 
areas. Worlds locared in Safe areas may be designated as Green Zoneer, but will cmtinue a b  ta k designated on a -bycase basis. 'la further 
assist travellers in planning safe journv, all future Traveller News Service stories will include the travel m e  dassifhtion in the dateline,<<< 

END SPECIAL ADVISORY END 
DATA NODES RETURN TO LOCAL FEED 
TNS 1 1274761A-150 PRlORlrY FEED BRAVO/BRAVOX 

CymbeIlnelSolomanl Rlm (2527 XW48C9-?/Red) bate: 163-1 137 
w i l e  it isclear that  life on th is  54vaged wrld will n e w  again be the same, a rneasunedder h s  &timed to t h e d ,  100 days aftwitwns 

savagely assaulted 4 t h  an estimated 1 35 megatons of thermonuclear wpbskre face. 
qOnce it k a m e  dear that the nuclear strikes were not a prdude to a planetary invasbn, h e  hzisdly ambled rnllltafygbvernment was able 

to turn i& attention away from planetary ddense to damage assessment and rebwilsling. Unfortunately, the destruction of Cymbdinc's once 
extensive starport hw made it diicwlt to cwrdinate the disaster-relief mistance that has k m  arriving from nearby worlds. Hospitals have been 
wewhelmed by patients requiring treatment of primary and  induced injuries, This was compounded by the fact that many lhDspitats were 
themselves damaged or dstmyd. 

BAn estirnatd 575,000 were killed and 3 million m e  injured by primary &tr d the nuclear sttikes. An &mianal 5 million are thought to 
have died from induced causes, such as losof life suppot? and other nxersitk. M i b l e a r  these numbmare, It sewn3 clear that the mike mfd 
have done more damage to the human setdements had h a t  been I& primary imen2. Theconcentration of explosians In the vdcank highlads 
have led to sweral speculations. Two leading theoria have emerged to exp9aln the strike 

lone has it that the strike was an entirely new form of warfare: an attempt to destroy the d s  s u k e  by a w i n g  weak pdm In k b n k  
plat-, causing the planetaryvust to disintegrate. Support- d this thmry bld that Cymbdine'swdMmumented kctonic sdtymxrld make 
it an ideal proving ground for such a mnceptual ~uper -weapn ,~chc~u ld  be refmed forusem mom stable woMs. Surh 'planet busW m e p B  
have been speculated, along ~ 4 t h  such other dwmsday-tpweapons as the s u p p o d  "startriggd developed bythe Darriam, a mi- human 
race in the Spinward Marches. The appalling viciousness of the attack has led to supposition that Lucan"s forces am respnsible far the strike, and 

microchip life that  inhabits the highlands, While this is in accord with the pnrtlculaa of the strlke, R b difficult to determine what g w p  mlght have 
made such a strike. The increasingly dbctrinaire and viojent sbuggler within the Sohnnl Party an put forward as one posribility, although these 
have bbw [limited to assassination attempts before now. H a w ~ r ,  if succersis aclue, thistheary gainsin prominence becauseitappeanthat wery 
sentient chip on the world was d ~ t r o y e d  by a combination of blast, electromagnetic pulse, and radiation effects. 

qThere is no way to prove either theory, nor is it likely hat there will wer k. 

PmrnlseSDlaspora (2827 BYI2998-DIRed) Date 198-1127 
10fficiills of the Unltyof Promise government played host thisweek to the trawlling Hhrers dthe lrnpwial History dub d Mamhus.Attendees 

report that the unusual visit has provided a welcome disnaction from the many crises that have dominated the gwwnmmrs attention in recent 

qhtwtaining highlights of the Hiver visit began before the meeting began, with a p e s t  briefing on when not be shake hands around Hivwr, 
delivered to a bemused gwernment ddegation 'by a former Imperial probzol offrcw. h d n g  the vish *MI a &eduld military nviewwar 
intempted when membwrof the Hiverdelegation requeted sample uniforms and weapons ta take back to h r n e n t t h e i r  resea&, Later, while 
attending aballdpcrformcd by~ePmmi~LLightBalletCompany,s%reml membmofthe Hirers* detachmmtafkhthWurguatd~ apparwrtly mlstwk 
the dance for a partkipatoryspbrting event They efklenfly &Ned s w m l  human dancers, d n g  w r a l  pinb by their awn rdconing, before 
they wew convinced that it was a performance, rather than a game. 

qThe visit was also Interrupt& when a member of the Hiver delegatbri collapse$ during n statedimor. The human hosb f e a d  t h a t h  HhYr 
was a victim off& pimniru~ from someof the unfarnlllar human dishes Mng serwd. Butthe HFwrleaden -red thelr hastJ that itwas $Imply 
a rare, though harmla seizure, and had nothing ta do with the human hospitality.There was, bww~, disappbintment among h c a t e r m  that 
the Hivers wutd not touch the platter d corn dogs thoughtfully provided. A member of the UPgwernmtnt who had prA(ioudy attended a 'H'ier- 
arganizd function, rernarkd with some concern, "It 'looks like those other things m ' t  mally corn dogs.' 



Cumber/Dlaspora (0532 B 1 1 WA7-VRed) Date: 233.1 127 
qEff&e today thwe k another hew gbvernrnmt In R'kplwa, the Cumbin Canfedemth. Johlrg the ranks of the Ealeshsty 04 Narqud 

[NarqueVDiaspora), union of5ufren (Suhn/piasp~a)~ V a ~ l r y j u d k J a ~ ( S u f r e n I D I 2 1 ~ ~ ) ~  and theunityof Promise ~ r o r n i s e ' D m ~ ) ,  ttrreother 
independent poritiesin Diaspwa, i t isme moresign of h e  needfar local auhrityand stabilityin thefbceofde~tining contmt a d  lawon thesector 
level, The announcement was made a t  a formal summit W a y ,  attended by reprermtntivle d the six worlds which comprise the organization. 

YAnnoundng itself as more a commerce col l txfk rathw than a hrll-fledgd government, thc anmncwnent m e n b a t e d  on the need b 
maintain s~ureshipping muter and f m s  on the dwelopment affindy-balanced "rnicroscorromies" until t h e c ~ W " h d i d  t ime* aremr. These 
issues are only a formalized statement of some of the prefwential trade policies that the six rrvarlds have bem pursuing for venl y e a a ,  and are 
nothing new. 

qThe announcement although an accurate pomyalaf mmeof the Confderahn'sclear goats,doer mtaddreacertaln mentmnds that have 
surely influenced the Confederation's birth. Chidamong theseis thefriction between the Confderation'sworWs and the klomani Confederatlwr 
over the status of displaced Vegans. Cumber mw boats  one of the highest populaths of Vegan expatriates in the sector, rdiqees f m  the 
Solamani offensives against the former Vqan Autormmaus Area in the Solomani Rim. Sohan i  authoritiesclaim that many of there &gees are 
actually dangerous temrisb and reristance leaders, and have made increasingly strident demands for their mtdition. In dear wblation of 
Cum beran swereignv, many "hit squads" from Sokmani !kudty,thelnternal secwrityappamtusof the bbmani Confedwatlan, havekidnap@ 
or assassinated Vqans living on Cumber. 

f Nor did the snnouncwnent allude to thetrue federal quakt l~of  the new confederation, MudIng unifiedheiin pdii,cenh1Etddvfl rervke 
appointmentr, and unified arm& forces, built around the cadre dthche CumbrArrny. 

qThe Cumberan Confederation's ertablishrnmt was clearly Intended Ea imroke Cumberan independence withwt mdy drallmging tlw 
Salomani Confederation. Even so, the messagewas clearenough. One C u r n k r h n y  o f f ~ w  p r a t  atthe surnmitccnrluded, "Sol% bn'tgoing 
to like this one bit" 

IThe worlds uni tlng as the C u r n h n  Confederation are Vision (0431 Diaspa/Amber), Angebo (0432 D i i p w a / h k ) ,  A#aK (0531 Diarprul 
Amber), Cumber (0532 DIasporalAmk), Shahme (0533 Diaspralhber), and Fuquay(0632 Qiasporirlhber), a possesion a4 Cumbw. 

TrlpollsNerge (261 2 C;885A9&ASAmber) Date: 2681 127 
1"lt blotted out the stars." 

, 

I 

950 reportad one of many nccwnb of a laye battle fleet, repeetd over the past m l  weela thmughout the bailing prtkns &Verge. The 
quote abwe was from a free trader who blundered into the fleet's operatbns awl was warned away with the gruff message, "Depart the area 
immediately or risk impoundment" All reports agree that the force was of huge, pm-Rebdlian proportions and brwdcast Imperial Navy identity 
codes corresponding to the llelish forces af the Thadaw-Empemr Dulinw. 

SHistorically,Verge has been thesite of many naval rnaneuvwsand wargarner, wmeafwhkh In predeMfionday~actualFylaated ayaarmmone. 
If Du linor has managed toconstruct new battle fleets, i tmuld be logical brthern toconductwrking-upexerci~ in theseinstrumented testrange, 
where they w u l d  also be safe frwn discovery or presrnpLke str iks  by Lucan's f o ~ &  

' Dukh/Ley Sector (1 21 0 B6659CC-B/Amber) Date91 4-5 127 
1"A stupid, needlm accident" is haw officers of the lmperlal Nrnry desctik the, dt%mctian of three K'km trading W s ,  with the deaths of 

all on h r d .  Unitmf thelrnperial N a q s  Restroy~~ Squadron 1440 t m k  the K'kreeships underfireand d m @  thm after they repeatedly failed 
to rerpond to transponder IFF queries. 'The ships were w l l  within Imperial boundaries at  the tlrne, a d  w e m  fully within our treaty-described 
obligations ta ensure compliance with the interstellar rulesofthe mad." So reported Cornmadom Etienne Brabmm, comrnanderd k R o n  1440. 
T h e y  know damn well that ships within Imperial boundaries must be equipped with curreht s e r i d  tran5pndcr suib. Thedamn things h& h 
available for years, and the K'kree didnlt seem to find it that hard to comply before the Rebellbn. But now thwre Crying 20 take advantage d a 
situation, and frankly, it's nobdfs fault but their own. Before they started taking e+mseVBSve action the situation might haw h resokd, but after 
h a t  we just had na choice. It was just really stupM. Stupid and unnecssary." 

Commodore Bnbazon was referring to law, in place for centuries, muiring adherence to certain clearly detlned trampunder standads wlhh 
Imperial space. The current series of transponder, the SDC or Deyo circuit, has been in service since 1088, and has long been standard qulpment 
on any vessel that  routinelyenten lmpesial space. Mauwer, campfiance has been difficuktoenforce since th beginning of the Retzellion, although 
failure to mrnpfy has hem dealt with rathw harshly. It is widely known standard policy for all factional navies 20 r b t  first and ask questions lam 

I 

when confronting vessds that fail to keep theit transpanders on the atr, known in space parlance as "squawking." 
Vh7.re incident took place in the Khimudire system (201 9 Ley Seaoribmk), during what was dexribecl as a *rwdnewepm by the q u a d m  

through the outland areas trailward of Luan's Safe "just because things have been a little tenuous the part few yearr doer not rdiev~ us .of the 
responsibility ta emure th viabib* of the Imprial hrden," explained B r a b m .  

qlnterstlellarlawstipulates certain minimal conditjons for themaintenanceof;xweFeignt)S~chinduda~1~patr&d~laimed M e r s .  
Lucan's lrnperlum has made it a policy to maintain antaet, via such sweeps, with the trailing lrnpwial hrden. A1 othw factions prmice similar 
policies in their segions, often with the same uncompromising results. 

gAprotestis e ~ p ~ t e d  from the 2000 Worlds rqgarding theincident. When asked abwt  thls pdbinty, habamn rnadeadirrnlss*mndi. They 
should haw thought about t h a t  earlier. They know h e  rules. Nowadar p u  can't 'be tm careful." 



!The fleet, considrig d seven wrsek of between 100 and 400 registered tons, r o u t i n d y ~ t e s  within a 10-parsec radius of Pharsalus, wd 
remains out for three to four months at a time. This area of IIleIish was the siteof numerous fliwactlons M w e e n  rlelish and rebellious factional 
forcesduring thefirstf~yeanofthe Rekllion, and alsbsaw manyof Lucan's Iawlm "Black W a f  r t r i h .  The area t hdoncon ta i ns  thousands 
of derelict starships, each of whFch may contain extremely valuable techno!ogisal items, items which are kerning increasingly scarce in the 
current "hard timespa 

qWorfds like Pharsalus am attempting to maintain dwihdlirg t~~hnologkal ~ u r c e  by taking advantage of such szllvage. The! midng fleet is 
attempting to fulfill requertI for much-needed atmospheric and water purification equipment on its c u r m t  deployment. 

Date: 682-1 126 

qThis was the respnseof one indewdent salvagecontractor tonpl~sof thedeslmction ofthe rniairq salvage fleet byFedwatian of lelish naval 
forces. The entire group of swen vessels, q i s t w d  out of Pha~ lus ,  was nqmrtd destroyed or impounded by Fedemtbn of llelish m l  forcer 
in the Klysse system (1; 71 9 Ildi~h/Ambw). 

9An bfficerofthe llelish Federatian Navy announced thatthesurvlvlngmemberrlof~esalvageReet~erea~edbr unlawful ~ d g w e m r n e n t  
property and desecration of war graver, and their ships p ~ s d  into m i c e  in the Federation Navy. 

~'7hat's  cynical legalism, pure and simple," respomled thesalvagecontractor interviewed above, who M e d  to remain nameless. *All salvage 
operatam knor~l  about the war graves regulatiorcr, anel w$vt operated for years with abraFute respect for the m a i n s  that we find. We m a k  sure 
theyareall properly interred and repotted to theauthon'tier, becauseweknowhowwe'd wantourfamilies to be treated ifthesame thing happened 
tr, us. What happened is simple abuse d power. It's criminal." 

qOther local merchants and traders were equally outraged, M a t  was it hurting thenavythat rre were purting; these wrecked ships tu gbad 
use?At least we were &ing the equipment and doing people =me good, which is mwt than Zhc navy is doing. We need h e  spare parts, we 
need the hewy hull materials, we need the weapons out hwe on the frontier. If we don't redaim it pirates will, Where has the navy been all 

needs a good salvage crew." 

Location WhRe!d/tey Sector [XXXX/SSAHPCL-TJNIA) Date: 121-1123 
>>>Under Ministry of justice Memarandurn 54-1 T 23, this story h a  lbwn edited for seeurity reasom. TheTM News M i l e  will f o l h  up with 

a more complete report as drcumsta~a  pennit.<<< 
qA K'kree battle fleet t h a t  penetrated deep into Imperial territory has been *annihilated0 by the closely cwrd ina td  action d M  lmperidl FleetF, 

according to Imperial Navy source. The same rep&  supported by recent incidents, dtes recent "acts of p m a t i o n r  vn the papart of theTwo 
Thousand Worlds. These began with seemingly unrelatd incidents Involving K ' k m  trading wssels# a d  up to what the report term4 
"pushing and shoving incidentsm along the border, involving K'kree military wssels. 

?An unnamd source remarked, "All Imperial citizens, no matterwhich fsctim t h q  might suppa* should underitand that w In the I m W l  
Navy are defending them from our traditional external enemies who are stiIC banging on thedloor. The Leagueofhtares, the False Smphon, the 
Murderer Dubnor, Craig, and Margaret, none of them are defending the bundaries of hurnaniti h m  Centaur expamion. They may like ta insult 
us as 'Lucan's Fleet" but I don't sx anybacly dse holding this tranlier.When the barbarians are atthe gates, rn+ t h q l l  realire that they ~ h l d  
have stood with us when it counted." 

DuklnlLey (1 21 0 B6659CC-BlAmber Date: 184.1128 
fA K ' k m  dlplornatic mission arrived at  the Sector Capital tday with a strmgly d c d  m w g e  proterting the dertruction of three K'kre  

merchants a t  Khimudire (201 9 ?q/AnnBer] an 279-1 127. 
fThernessage threatened "themost dire consequence, a s p u  will soon seem if lmperfal f a ~ w d t d  mi pay reparations and turn m a l l  captured 

and derelict vessels, prisoners, and bodies to the K'kree legation. 
Vheresponse of Sector ddmiralMllenewem thedelegation was repwted to bea harshlylrvbrdd wanring that  K'kme-b aperatlng illegally 

within Imperial boundaries did so at their own risk He added that, although theywwe appamtly as yet unaware of thetnrth of that stntemenf 
they would surely very smn receive confirmation of an additional lesson. 

Vhesubtext tothe Imperial Navy p r~scon fwme th i s  afternoonwas that the protest mesagearrivedat Dub at thesrne timethe K ' k  battle 
fleet might have, had it not been dertroyd nine weeks ago. 



MoraJSplnward Marches (3124 M A C 7 - F J G r e e n )  Date: 280-a 128 
qkchduke I\forrbAdla Aledon presided today a t ~ e d e c o m m l r r l o n l ~ c w t m o n y o f I S S M V ~ ~ a c ( C f - M 1 S ) , t h e A z h n t i H ~  LEghh"q- 

class cruiwr that was the subject of such sp#ulation when It dhppear#l frwn the Trin Inactive Ship Fadliv In 11 23. 
qShrtlyaftertheAlchduke1s historic addrersof 1 1 1 1  127, itwas announ& thattheshlp had been "ExltrPwed" by theAmhdukefwadang~ 

mission through the shattered Irnpfum to contad other leaden to mseu the powibility of a r ~ u n l t r d  Impxiurn. As Norris himM aplained In 
the sddrw, these attwnpts wwe unsuccersful. The 122-year-old ship & again king decommissioned, but will remain in orbit amund Mora with 
a full-time rkdeten uw, as Norris' ceremonial flagship. 
me ceremony, conducted at the Mora Mig h p r t ,  included the 600crewthat took Venpmcon her final thmyear  mission thrwgh theMan 

Hirare, Oaibei, Delphi, Core, and Cushemege. f hey a d  the 20,000 other invitd gum m privilegd tD SEF the umtlling of the nm &neb 
Navysymbol-the Den& unkom within an I m p a l  kmburst--on dnfvol V q e m d s  rudder. Nwr is  explained that the symw will K K H ~  bewin  
by all vessels af the Domain, and that "the old girl," as he r e f d  to tobe miser, had earned the tight to k the first to k a r  the symM by "k 
courageous mission which erta'blished the foundation for the Domain? future." 

qNorris also honored theship's crew, explaining that "by their Courage and confidemein undertaking an imposlrible rnbrlan, thy hwekorne 
'the pilots for this Domain, leading us through dangerous s b l s  and unchartd w a m  Weowe them all a debt of gratitude, fw they haw helped 
us find our future.* T k k h d u ' k e a n m d  that thpjmkl all beawaFdedthelmgandthe &idMSteed,thet)omainlsh)ghestnwrwnbat~. 

qWhen the the  came for thedecommissioning itse!f, N~orris inwked  the ancient litanyof decommissbningx, and exhorted theship to "rertwll, I 

yet sleep lightly, and hear the call, should we ever have need of your again. You will hear the call, and thanks to your magnificent crew, 
you are ready." 

, m e  ceremony was a h  attended by Seldrlan Aledon, Norris' me daughter, and the nwly  promoted Mce Admlral Man Cou, the &cer In 
command at Tfin when the ship disappeard, and wbecareer  was p l x d  in jeopardy during the thm years the ship was missing. 

Another Exdusk TravtNer News krvkt  Intenrkw wlth PrPfcssor lllkk KuQrrn 

VawardlOld Expanses (1  1 a6 A195AP9-FSAmber) Date 322-1128 
Our intrepid reporter has again caught up with the colorful and -en P r u k s x  Kullgaan, th'i time fdbm'ng a speaking engagement 

somwlrhere in the Old Expanses. 
1 TNZ:Islhis~eattaken? 

1K: 1 believe so. I'm sure it must be. 
TNS: But I see nu parcels or bebngingr. Surely I can have this seat 
I K  If you know the answer, why did you waste my time with the question7 
TNZ: P r o f m r  Kuligaan, in your remarks earlier tday-  
IK: My name isn't Profssor Kuligaan. 
TN5: Of course 3t b. 
IK: No, my name is Pangloss, Dr. Pangloss, and I own a cheese h p p e ,  a nice T i e  pl ace... 
TNS: Pmfsmr Kuligaan, don't play gam- with me. 1 haw the parklng ticket that was left on ywr  a t  raft 
IK: (After a bng pause) Oh, all right. I am Pmfewr Kufigaan. 
TNS: I know that. 
I K  ltrs you again, Isn't Lt? What do yw want now7 
T N k k  a form w DlanF, do you find that the Virasln de-emphmisof the temporal and physical aqxtsof Ilfe* your attitude W r d  ardfidall 

constructs, such as patking space, a d  results in your amr difticuttie with parking tickets7 

AnsendAntares (2425 B547ABB-P/G reen) Date: 337-2 128 
qThe disturbing trend of what appean lo 4x racially motivated haterdmes agalm? Vargr dtkem continues on h m z  Vargrswned buslnesces 

and homes are increasingly disfvurd by bmken windowsor grafitl, insulting m a r k s  are shouted in thestrrett, and -prominent Vargr business 
executiver are being harassed. 

qlh- developments aar being called by m e  x5ciolog'i m "an inevitable by-pduct af dWuk cmnomlc tlrna" A faculty member at a 
prominent Amsenr university explained, "It happens all the time. W e n  things are bad, the mmes want to find sameone to blame. It's a slK1 
characteristic of the h e r  d m I  but ultimately i f s  harmlezs." 

lone of the chief ac tm in 'this movement is the group "Supwiwjti," w b e  memberr harten to point wt that they a n  not a hate gmp. 
Spokesman Eudid O t g d  explaim, 'We don't ha& anyone, we don" preach that anymne should hate arryane. But the simple fact b that m e  
groups are not i n t e d d  to live with other groups. That's m call to arms, it's a simple fact. It9 natural that xxial, religicus, spiritual, or b i b 1  
gmups will be more comfomble with those of their own kind. When tcve group are forced ta live togethw, it doesn't ruwk. They hwe different 
bdiefs, dierentvalues, and thecome  intoconflict and dmoy thecommon atmosphere for both sides. TheVargrwuld k happier if they could 
live mmeplace by therndver, and xr w u l d  we in Superioriti." 

qAlthough it b not usual TAS poliwto commenton pending c h a n g ~ I n T d Z m s t a t u s , h ? f i  k a n n w n c d  that R bcmsiddng hanging 
Ansew's classif~athn 20 Amber, due to the recent racial dfluultks, and iwed the following statement 



those qualitief are more easily equated with simple biological machines, merdy consuming raw r n m a l s  to s u k  or entmtaln them- 
H m w e r ,  i t  is another trait af "hurnanitf that one being cannot take it awayfrom another; a being can mlygive up o m ' s  own. It b 'the attempt 
to take away the hurnaniw af amther that  Is t3Ie one sure sign of the loss of humanity In M f . '  

Zublmle/Delphi (031 3 A427979B/Gmn) Date: 013-1 129 
~InhabitantsofZukhirniernight well wonderif theyare a nagnetfwan mannerof unusual tmdlers.fhmeand a half yearsago, Zukhirniehorte$ 

the unexpected visit kWem Arehduke Nonisr embqship, Am'dVengwnte,ad Ducks Margaretalwmaking an unusual IrrteHdlarvayage. 
mls time, the visitors were Che itinerant !-hers of the Imperial History Club of Manchus, recent sightseen to the OM Expan= and aiaspora. 

While thgr did not have Margaret on hand for yet another singular summit, Zukhimie and Margaret's Dornaln off~iak did their k i t  to sntisfy the 
wing c u r i i s i ~  of f i e  trailward alitm. 

~Ssuvmimthattk Hivers dedded theys1rnplymusttakewith them included aTlepHatypgravbmk, bdonglg b t h e d ' s k a l n g a m b n ,  
and a set of motheraf-pearl coladen that  the H h n '  Hhthklur guards thought made handsome helmets. 

qThe state reception was an astounding succ.cers, attended by an d m a t e d  200,000 ticket purchasers, none of whom tuuched t h e m  dogs. 

Warlnlr/Dalbel(O5C)7 A88997&F/Gmn) bate: 0651 129 
~"€ff&today,the65d.Idayof$reI ~ 2 9 t h ~ r ~ f o m 7 e r T M I d ~ m p e r k r m , w r ~ ~ ~ u R d ~ ~ n d t k h ~ P w h ~ ,  n u m M  

SO1 to50 1 3 l , c ~ ~ , a r e h e r e b y d e d a r e d ~ ~ i n M ~ , a n d i n d l o t h e r ~ i n b o ~ i t J ~ e x t e n d s , b y d e r d C r a i g , D u k d D a j b e i . "  
W t h  thesewrds, Duke Craig has officially abolished all krws regarding the suppresr3on of psionics research in his territory. SO 1 to 131 are the 

various enabling orders proclaimed from 800 to 81 0 that revoked the chartws of the 65 Prionic Instituterthen operating undw Impmial Charter. 
Only four of these wwe in the area currently contmlled by Duke Craig. 

YCraig Is the only factjon Iedw to have publicly emouraggd the msumptjon d psTmk research, although pvbk remarks by A~hduke Nwris 
haveindicatdthat heisat l eas t in temin  theidea.Therehavebe#l rurnorrforyearsthatthelmpedal Nwyh~aonduzted~tpJionlcrestarch 
for defense p u r p o ~ ,  and the common naval background of Craig and Noms may predisvse them in thb d i d n .  It h un- i f  tfib 
announcement is in anyway connected to the meetings between Craig a d  representatives of the Domain of h b  a b d  lhival Vwrgecxw h 
early 11 25 during the ship's diplomatic mission. 

SExplaining the reasoning W i n d  the unexpgcted nnnouncemenf Craig said, "We am in a situation whm we are urrrwdd many 
challenges, many potential enemies, many uncertalntier. In the midstoftke, theonlycertaintyisthii: if- aretDsd,wecanden)rounehes 
no potential tool, no potential sourceof safety. Only thosewb are afraid of life nreafraiddgkploratidn, Of rerearch. tfw are to liw In a h s x i e t y ,  
we cannot be afraid of ideas.' 

ShudashJllelFsh (281 7 A5269EK-t) Date: 32-1129 
!mile on a sweral-month-long tour through hi6 frantier areas, Empwor Dullnor d a y  spoke b a c d  and d e M  an unrcheduled, 

unexpectd message of hope. The occasion was a visit to a naval ship&, whew sevwal tens of thousands had gather4 to get a glimpse of the 
Emperor. As he entered the room, the crowd spontaneously burst into chants of, "Long live the hperor." 

Wulinor, who was not there to d e k r  an addresr;, but only to inspect the facility, war stunnd and m d .  Ar the demanmatlon continued 
on, he was reen to have tears in his eyes. Although there was no microphone or public a d d m  rystm, he climbd atop an incainpleb sp#ecraft 
and gestured for quief then launched into a short oration. 

q"My people, you have suffered Song; p u  have Sacrifid much. Here, at h e  fwward d g e d  our liner, yw have stmd Ike a mk, battered by 
waves, fl unyielding. You have defied Lucan'~ rage, and you have made us stmng. You haw not asked fw It, nslrmruld you, but I will grant pu 
rdief. Soon you will ree my Coronation F l m ,  end p u r  sacrifices, p u r  l~yalty will be deemed. This I promiw you, p u t  skadfatnes will be 
remiernbend, When I stand at  the throne, and place myfmt on Lucan's head, you will be remmberedl" 

PDulinor observerr report that  thy have not befow seen the Em- this possessed in a public appearance. The shlpprd c d  c M  and 
surged to comedosw to him, a d  lifted members of thecmd te touch his outstretched hands. Hours l a m ,  aftwtheaswmb!y hangar had cleared, 
officials were able to determine that the gathering, had causd some Cr600,000 worth of damage tn zhe facility, but no re- in jur i~.  
V h e  Ernperofs communications ministw was not able to p d e  any amplification of Dulinofs remarks, 

Khavle/DIaspora (2605 C334%5-&/Red) Date:lOl-11.29 
IThe Frge Trader Cwrobwee landed a t  the Khavle downport today and that all rerl$ents of K M a s  (31 12 D i m  C7A4200.2 as of 

3 128) were dead. According to Cormbonds captaln, Jwl BostDkk, the settlement's Lfe wpprt sym1-15 w m  destro)*ecP by a missile w energy 
weapon. With the life suppart systems destroyed, the rsiidents d i d  of suffocation. 

!Since Khedas is located in an area that most merchants consider unsafe, the d i s lmss5 ig~ I~~n t  unheeded k u s e  there w a s  natrdk pawing 
through the system. 

asked why the Cwrdxm mted such a dangmus system, k t & k  sald that hersmhip M mlsjurnped hfn the system. MBeh naviqatnr 
was trying tofqurewttheirkatiwr, theship picked upthedim sigignalfmm Wa and dxkled t p i r r v e s t j g a t e b d t h e  hmdintwstdhapar;e 



YSewral m e m b  of Khade's government are asking for a hearing and i w t g a t w n  of the C m d w i d s  crew in ordw b -in if they- 
i n w M  in any wrongdoing. One member h a  demanded that a Khavk Accwdrnent warship k mt to Khedas to investigate tke Jcttlement 

gbstokk and her crew pt&d that their sbnq is true a d  that some opportunistic gwernrnent officiab are fabricating c h a p s  m thq can 
impound the Combore and make it part of the Khde Accordment's military force. 

Khirar/llellsh (2XM g6449A7C/Amber) Date: 121 -3 129 
qlleKhirar highportwas thesiteof violence today, formrearans mtfullyuderstbb$.An individual, chiming ;to h a  scientistfmm Luran'sfaction 

=king M u m  in Dulimr'r Impdum, was killed by a spray of gunfire during the opening moments of a hartily asswnbld prers conference. 
Momenb later, the starship on which he arrived explodd, ~erioi~s!y damaging the h i g h p t  The aftermath of these events left 237 dead and one 
wing okthe highport riddled and dep~surized. 

YThe chain of wenB began when the scientisF, identifyfng hlmseH as J a n  Mlfakhad, called r y s h  trnffie cantrd tu request prbritr docblng 
Instructions a t  the highpoh He claimed that he wa4 a fugitive from lucan's faction, and had secret Information of importam ?n all chiliration. 
Although system control w a  aMe to grant priority dackimg to hk craft, a TypeT paml mkr, itwould rwt honor hb reqwst, m m b k  a large 
body of media represmtativer Po witness his "important puMic statemenLW In mpon* to this, Milakhad began broadcasting mevages direct to I 

several news mdia offices, inrtnrding them t~ haw reporters present a t  the high* to witness his remarks h e n  hb ship d&&. 
qWen nqmrtersbegan amving a t  the baywhew Milakhad w~expec td tockk ,  systemtontml rwoked Milakhad'sddking pemi%Iqfearlng 

a riot, but Milakhad disregarded these Instmctians, threatening tb open fire an the custums cutters that attemptd to b M  his a p p m h  wctw, 
and later on the base itsetf if it denied him entry. Most of Khirafs naval forcer have long since been stripped awayfw Federation naval dm 
elsewhere, and thesptem defensesquadron warconcentrated n-rerthesy~tem'sqagiant,x,hwar i n w f f ~ i e n t h  to stop the appmching 
vessel. An attempt to mow a a g o  bage into the berth pwiously assigned to Milakhad came tm late, as the ship was already too dose. 

qBy the time af Milakhad's anival, therewwe huge &s surging inb the highportwing whm his h t h  was b t e d ,  onlybady kept in c d  
p r t  authority sear* m p s .  llelish Ssderab;on Marinerwere at* dspatrhed Xrwn tfie adflning 4 stath, but t f i e s e m  also M e d  bythe& 

qWhen Milakhad appeared at the end of the dmking tunnel, he was alone, and appcared tired and haggard. He immediately w a n  reading 
fmm a prepared statement he heM in his hand. Recording devices s b w  that he got as far as, "My friends, we are all En great danger. 1 myself have 

1 proof of--" before he was struck and killed by a burst of automatic gunfire from within the c d .  In the pank t h a t  irnmediatgty folkwed, sweral 
mow sources of gunfire eruptd, kitling and wounding several dozen pwsrrns. Some of the crowd scrambled ta board Milakhad's ship during the 
chaos, b d  only a few minutes later the ship itself expkded, tearing open the hull of the hihpwt and depressurizing ovw 10,000 c u b i  meterr 

I of the facility. Some anlookers were able to suwiw by making it into safety cornpartmmtr or emergency oxygen masks, but mast were hill& b)r 
the initial gunfire, the explosion, or the subsequent dep~uruat ion,  

VUffkers from Federation Naval intelligence arrived on the xene just ar tfle ship blew up, a d  took mntml of zhc Jbatbn. 
qThete is as yet no informatian on Milakhad'r identiy, the nature of his mmge, the murce d thc gunfire, m how and why theship was Mwvn 

up. Initial speculation i s  t h a t  the ship was destroyed by a laqe dernolitianscharge planW in its bridge, which mpletelyswered Its long, slwder 
bow. Theship had notrefueled Momarriving at  Khirar. and harl ernergedfmm jumpspacescarcdy900,000 kilometers from theworld.Thecustoms 
cutters that Milakhad's ship shodderd aideon itr way in rgported that the ship's hull alreadyshowed signs of extensive battle damage. 

begin. Therefore, d~oiIed  infurnation could not be obtained. 
Howww, neaapafiic twhnicims were able to determine that his iidentitywar i M I m n  Mdokh.rrb, Q mew d o f i d e ~ ,  Ckminmt nmtd 

impressions were limited to his identily, lm~caIReswrth Station O m i m  in the Cwesectw, that O m i m  h hesite ofa d a q m  r-x: 
p q r a m  msodated w'h n'mes, md his Iws of being pursued, appwently this /otter W - h n d d .  Then mrr no indimtion that the sub/& lrrm 

I$ng; ha certainly b e l i d  the truth of h u t  he wos suybtg. The vkidnms of drme t b q h b  i n d i m  that hhe subject took h m  verywrimdy 
indeed, as o threot qpuently wrth &king his Me for. 

R e s d  Srdr'm O m f m  is not identifiable by wr sdlrrres. This stdm rfd not exist befwr f 1 f 6. 
However, there is mud data thmt indicates that b a n ' s  s u m p o n s  Prpgmms me cwranm'ng k d y m  hmi%icd &am, did 

~scong~t lent rv i~hewbject 'sdwthmmm'~ .OnesuSlgwmWWfmereswrrhmterhabesniht i fEeddorrgeheh7ing~ed~~ 
sector, but the subject's memwy d ~ t f y  r'ndimted Core spaor. 

Initial r m m d o t i m  ts to jdenLify the l m t i ~  of Omiuon cnnd to a i h r  &my 4 w to mduck a 5 trike md rebkwdmid M ;thC site tbg& 
the m r  of this weapt?. 

FtdeTdwr of IMSh ArrM~Ce 
C d d  k s h e  



V h e  s u h m  government today reparted due b Ifwead K'kree IncurJons an the Imperial miling frander, cltlmns d the su'bsector 
should o k w  "a state of caution." When as@ what such a stab was, the ducal spokmp#w>n wplained that " 1 5  not a stated ofqmcy, but 
Vs certainly not a state of busin- as usual, either." 
me specif- of this conditjon are formal r q u &  that the TFavdlers' Ad kdety dslgnate =rat d s  in ws 6, F, j, and N wt#eetws 

as red zones, and a reiteration hat  all space -13 v a t i n g  without a current-standard trans* suite will k d m  with no qqulestions 

qThe real substance behind this announcement reems to be a bulletin that  war Issued bter In the day by the S2nd Fleet headquartm. Many 
of the naval assets that had been depbyed for the defense of the spinward portion of the sector am ki- RdepIoy-4 t~ the trailing frontier. 

qWhen asked for comment TAS repmtatkres pointed out that all &s ta trailing ofthe 5, F,J, and N subsxtors are alredy coded red, and  
t h a t  the transponder policy has been long xcepted as a formal practice in the frontier and safe area of all of thefac2ims. Althwgh there have 
been no clear signals of impending conflict on the K'kree frontier since the m t s  of early 11 28, the Ley leadmihip appears to be preparing the 
pubkfor just such a situation. 

Anaxlas/DeFphl(T724 AZS3AgiD/t reen) Date: 212-1 129 
l o n e  more a w l  yptic group has appeared in the rmraged outlands of the Massilla, Dlzspra, and OH Expa- w&m, Calling M t h e  -ling 

Society, the group is dedkated to the preservation d technkal and ~ k n t M c  k d e d g e  in a tlme when these ~ w n  to b threatmed. 
TThe Bedlings areconcerndtfiat the trends ofthe current "Hard Tmdw i l l  muIt in acd lapo f  Imperial cubreova a t  leastcerbain portkrts I 

of the Irnperium, a d  the technic41 a d  scientifk kmledge t h a t  stads b be lost in such a cotapse will gmdy  dday the chaw- of regcwry. 
ITherefore, the Beedlings have anrmuncd their plans to establish cache of knowledge t l s m u g h t  €he Masilia, Diasp~a, a d  Old Expanses 1 

sectors, These caches will include! aummated teaching facilltities, supplies ofcnreial spare paits for Jdeted high-technology items, and extensive 
databases containing a wide variety of information equivalent to a subrecbDr un'rwrsity. These tachs will be built deep ~~nderground, contain 
autonomous ~ W B  sources, and be hardened against nuclear bbsa 

qThegmup takesits namahrn the beedllng,a burrowing c m t u r e ~ t s t h s g e s o ~ ( 2 7 1 3 M a s p o r a / R e d ) . h W l n g  livtronarmrld 
orbiting the bright, KZ star of the k o  & n a y  system. The world'soditis highlyecclcntrk, -of R being faroutsideZhehabihblezone,and most 
of the rernairlder being Era the inner inhospitable tone. Twice during the platletavyear the world passes through the habitable zone, d during 
this period, short-lifesycled plam and animals appear, asdoes the beedling, W i h  hi&- in its burrows through the bng cold a d  s M h t  
seasons, to merge when conditions are favorable fw it.The Beedlings intend that  the knowledgethey p~ewewF1l be IikRvise preserved through 
inhospitable times xr that it can emerge again when the time is  right 

qThe %iety i s  visiting Mph i  in hop- of gain14 financial backing frwrr M a r g a d s  g m m w ~  It has a h d y  e~lrtnrctd fwr su& ccaches 
at secret hations In Diaspa, but needs hrthmfunding tocontinue i t r M  and mpad intootherwstw. A is expxtdthatthlsvl$itwlll meet 
with success, as Margaret is a h o w  supporter of programs to p m r w  the former Impetial infmtrudurer. 

An tanrlkntams (2421 A762ADA-D) Bate: 2Pl-1129 
V h e  archducal s b k n  of Cerise, home of Regent Bnk  and most of the gowrnrneM of h e  k q u e  of Anlam, was lost ~ 4 t h  all hands after an 

uncontrolled fusion reacthn in the station's v e t  plant. 
9This shocking went daimd the liver of Regent Bnk, his family, and mwt of the high-lwe! pblltical and military legden af tCle League. 
9As of yet, no one has claimed responsibilltyfor th is  twrarirt action, but most anatysb bliew either Lucan'r lrnperium of the anti-brgr human 

supremacist group Supefiorlti is respbnsible. 
PAtthepresent time, the LeaguegowmmmtbInconfuslonas whatremafnsdthepdltkal hlmrchy scrsrnblestbmaintainmntrd add-nate 

a successor to Rqent Bmk. 

Antared Antares (242 1 A762AQA-Dl bate: 3351129 
qYet anothw blow came to the Leagued Antares as "b rernalnlng pontlca! leadenhip praved incapableoffinding a wt- to the aswrinated 

I A s  a rerulf Wng and Gvil u n m  are on the rise. Racism agalnst the Vargr is g d n g  B dl. 
gNbmerou$wrlds on the fmntiws of the b 9 u e  have d e d  h r n  the bague,which thy cbnsidertokt umiatsle as a m e n t w i t h o u t  

the leadership af $nk, 
qln sho* the League Js breaklng up intoitslndlvidual worlds. Mast anzliyb predictthat thcLeague will not IastasacoheineMy much Wnd 

the end of this year. 
W h e n  questioned about this, League spokmpemn Marcus Hashan statedl that *plans are n l r d y  underway b ensure that thc Ideals of lrzk 

and the League of Antams do not die with the Regent himself? 



From tke 1-d 06 lEatMan I 

I 253-1 129 

7 h C m a t l b n # & i s ~ Z h l p h a :  Thmrino M n g b d .  f h m h m b c m m y h n n l n g ~ . / ~ k l R k d S ~ I I h m & s m @  
the hpire. lf were to stop now, my l q ixy  w i d  bc the tfestntdon of thcgreotest M ; z ~ M  e v w m ~ e d ,  mid lor h a t ?  My htmtkwrs, my 
dreums, count for wry Iittrc in the fa@ of tha No me will wmembw h a t  I stood for, o d y  what I dd, I Mym~muyirbrtapotm~i~torndic~u.thdrmethingdm~dmbfi~~/~b.lfuWdlm~3~&l*l&~~ , 
thut I how! tefi to rppfoce what S destmyed. At Iemt I cm destroy Lucan, Ifnothimq dse, I con d m  tp thd mers. 

Didno one h w e o  riu'wrbutme?Strephonlost his visionmdrwmtedmetobnirgonewonc. l rJmnmerelynw~&tokeep~rrgforhim& 
Nwni only wants to turn bwk the dock. Mmgurer won& to keep (he Tukm ;liners m i n g  on b'm. D m  no onc stmd for m r r g  bywrd this 
momen4 beyond him or henelf? How am I deliver thrj mph Srwn such p M i d i r m  with l ~ f l  of the j 4 m e n t s  m q e d  9 i n 5  t me? Why did ' 
m m s t ~ d ~ ~ m n ' l n u r t g d r U u ~ m ~ ~ s ~ f w l h a r M I m ~ d f m w o y ~ ~  

Trevar/Core (0125 -7/Amber) Date: OSsl130 
PThetriumphantforresafthe~ehperw Outinor havewmtheirfirstvictwy inthe tdbryof  tfremurderws pEeaenderbn, hdng  crushed 

the system defense force of this bwder worfd. 
f Qulinor has announced that this, his final campaign, 411 mwefomard ar destiny demands, to daim the thmneonce and fw all. hRnorwlll 

not rest untll he places his foot on Lucan'sneck and destroysthelastforcethat has broughtso much despiraddesbuction to his belwed Imperium. 
qDulinor has also announced a policy d clemency to all Imperial troops wlw rally to his banner during KG final drive on Capital. 

Dlnhe/Core (0523 B590463-9/Amber) D a t ~  OdBT 136 
Vheforsesof Archduke Oulinor, murdererof Emperw Lucan 's~~ le ,  Strephon I, have d a d  tosend mititaryfarcerinbaLucan'sfron~rm~lds 

for the first time since his defeaE of 11 24 drove him back to his home sector. 
whough the defending fortesinflicted rwiousdamageon theinvadingfleef theywererot able a6 prewnt Dulfmrfmm dudlng and jumping 

to the next target in this wanton and destructive Inva'ion. 
V h e  Dink  defense forces held their own early in the battle, as they- ddend!ng wclCkrown tenitmy, but intclfigmce rrpwb lndkabe that 

the tide began to turn when Duiinor's forcez unleiashed a supemeapon whiih awrwtrdrned the brawry of thdr defense 
q E m w r  &an had w a d  stwed times that Dulinor was engaged Fn unearthing and recreating ancient d m d a y  -pons, and thts may 

now be proven to be m e .  Howewr, Dulinofsfleet i s  a long way from fr id ly  territory, a d  Imperial Navy~outs am well aware dl& mwwnmR 
The full force of Lucan's Navy will soon fall on it with a force no weapon can withstand. 

CelletronlCore (0922 A375MMSF) Date: 07Pf 130 
ICeIetron, the site of lmpwial R-rch Station Omicron, was savagdy attack4 today by a largeflett under thecommand of the a w i n  Dufimr, 

in one last mad attempt to detroy the righthi lmperial gw#nmmt 
qDulinor, known to have gone mad now that he posse- what he M i  to be unsboppabk s u w p m  p d u e e d  by hls Dmpe slaves, 

dishonorably defeatd the valiant Imperial forces defending this strategic system. 
qA major target of this attack war the Imperial ~ i e n t i f ~  outpost Omicron, whwe Dullnofs fones landed commando trWps who ramleed the 

station's databanks, looking for more information tofuel Dulinof s twisted ambitions. This attwnptfaild, astfi~cornmandoswre unablcto return 
to their Eanden to maketheir exape, but wwe Instead defeated by the resourceful ~ientkts on the base* foughtto defend their m a r c h  from 
cormpt use. 

qThis battle further sapped the sbength of the invader, who will find he is stjll as far frwn Capital as if he kid mained with hts daughter a t  his 
home on DLan. A man who wage war by treachery and dadt, by assaAnaUon and s ~ r e t  ancient weapons can newr wln the final vktoty. 

fThe Cdetron system defense squadron is regrouping, and will not be found by hlinor to be a wkome apmnent the next time. 

I F r a m  the J b w d  of CluUnb.r A.Jtrtn lletktzur 

09t-1130 

What the MI htn happened? Where is my fleet? 25% of them ore missing. Am I dwmd to be the lrwdmaid of rOr7m7 Hm 1 am, in the b 
of lucon's laEr, ond my fleet is  melting away m n d  me. Why7 Why haw I been @hung this light aFm for so l-7 Am ! the wrly me who hear 
2he call? How can I return agoin to liefish empty-hmd&d? Why d m  destiny cull, only to day o snrdpkc? 



W e m ~ q ~ , l m m ' s f w c a m a m r a k ' ~  undwrlbnrtshdlRWtho*tystq. k4hthavcldandWhohdahrgthktomelhum 
maybeacknmdtwall. MhthetmM5. d ~ e d i s r a n a a n d ~ t h a t p u l l t h E s m p i a a p l ; * t m a y h o w o b ~ t h e ~ ~ k m  r d y  
is a demon. Where eke but hell muEd these ws hrppwr? 

Dlanllle~sh (1021 A8DlADE-C) Date: 1 s t  lM 
qEm-r DuPnw a p p m d  to his subjects today in an annwncement filmed In the d h m  rwm on Capital, prwlng that he has flnally made 

g c d  on his promlx to defeat the traitorous usurper Lucam and relgn as the rightful Emperor of the Third lrnpcrlurn. 

1"My people all mer the Irnpwium, I qwak to you fmm the Iridium Throne. l, Dulinw Astrln Ikthlan, am finally and Irrefutablythc hperw of 
the Third Imperium. ! haw crushed the vile murderer h n  and will rmrk t& finally &abLsh justice for all Imperial c*Wms. 

q%e journeyto thb day has been a long one, and ylou haw all sscriFiced much, but F u r  sxrif~e have not been in vain, fof they have put rnt 
here whwe I can at Imt fulfill my midon b p u .  I ask you to put aside the hard fedings p u  might haveagainst haw who fought for other c a m  
in which they b e l i d .  The factthat lrnpwial citizens were forced to makewar on one amther is one of the disPase~ t ha t  i ha*! ded i i td  m y d  
ta cure from the moment I first accepted the succsslon. Thecrlme of this long RebelFmn canmt p'mn us against me another. We must put the 
Rebdlim M i n d  us a n d  move forward to the future that awaits us all. 

q'7he Rebellion Is mrl b n g  live the ~mperiurnl" 

Anaxlas/Delphl (I 724 A253A8EDlGreen) Date: 2l&ll3b 
qA2OO-ton FarTmdercrashed!intatheflmtlng c*~ofRhmrw~lyert#day,kllDng~5000.ThbtsehebqertlorsdMethwbrin thelnaeashgty 

terrifying pattern d reMliw technology. 
q5pulation i s t f r a ~ a n e x ~ m d y d a n g e r w s a n d ~ m m p u t e r ~ r u s I s  atwwk,and meesurerarebeingtakmtacbntrork~. Evldenct 

rn far indicatesthat it is able to defeat currently lexisting mputcrsecurity programs, and h a t  noma1 reconfiguration and dwmatting mearum 

10mnispectraI electromagnetic tests arebdng eonducted to see if thereha bmdast d i a h t h a t  ir propagating h v l r u s  lntomavsyst#ru 
slrnubneously. H m r ,  some say that the sudden cmrdinated a m r a n c c  of thtse symptoms s h a w  that the infectisn has bmm long since 
cmpfetgd, and we are m only seeing the e f f e  of something that is tm late to p r w t  

'ICovwnrnent xnr- report that wn ergency caches of cornputen will be broken wt a d  d'ibuted on a cas&ycare bash to replace falled 
systems in an attempt ta control the situation. 

7Mangaretconfimed tfiis report and cautioned the need forcalm while vlsiting xrmectf t h e ~ ~ l ~ v k t l m z d t h e t r a g i c  lift buwrbital shuttle 
xcident of twlo days ago. 

qln a posibly related story, the Delphic k h 3 w  r e p b  that their m r d r  d a t a h  Is stowing large gap In Hx ekmnk stofage filer R#xrr& 
reported missing indude genealogkal and census data for the pan 572-91 3, tax retoidsfor the past 25 years, and data on toxic waste di5pow1 
standards throughout Delphi sector. 

From tke Jcrurnub of Ddhw JLetkPnn 

T h e h m t i r g w t w ' d e g m w s ~ b y t h e h o u .  R y m t t h c l m t b ~ m h t h m I m n h ~ h ~ g b I t ~ h t h c h d , d  
evwr Iompersudd. r)rey&eliwethatIhweM~them, ondtheyrrerighG Whrrtdd~~~~assl~~)nbn'ngthem? War. Whatddmysmd 
expditim to Cupitd bring them 7 Disgrace. I convinced m m Dire &F to th oL fmnes with rise w faif UC my I d ,  and wtmZ haw 
I gained them but a shore of my disgm? No thing. 

Perhaps &eyHi!lkilErne, butimusttrdk tothem. Mrdmb&heanlyamihttndtmnow.#t)rywiffMowmr, h d a & d k k d d d .  
V n o t  then theywifl also decide. 1 Smk fcmmd to this with a ~mge s m r  d relid. I t  will bc so berotlng tog& m+f wer to swnc*-ng that 
wra not my dm'sion, mt my mpmsibiIity, 
My Morines w'!! not acmrnpan y me. I t  is tim fo k danc mmth thk 



GakhuJllellsh (2607 C4747MNArnber) Date: 243-1 130 
fln a bizarre chain dmenb,drclxluke Dulinor, claimant~thelrfdiumThm,was K I M  ~ . l % e A r c h d u k e w ~ p r e ~ e n t o n  them>rld'ssurface 

following the cmsh landing of his flagship Uarim hw days ago. Emtlccmputer funcknlng caused U d m  a d  the accompanying Cmnation 
Fleet to pause in the system while mpair and dlqwstlc wwk cwld be pwforrnedr. 

Vvw da).s ago, Clarion's computer emnmusly find the ship's main enginer,hrcirrg the versd out of orbit Into the Gakhuan alnmphm. Only 
1 at the last minutewas the ship's crew able ta g a i n  contml of the w d  to effect a "semI-sdft" landing In a cuFtivated field, Structural damage to 

theship was said to be negligkle, but hw crew did not want trr risk flight again until thecomprrtets could be certified as repaired. In the meantime, 
all cirruits to her maneuver drive were dixonnxtd to prevmt recurrence of the spontaneous engine firing. 

qUnfortunatdy, the mponse of the Gakhuans to this unanticipated vhlt by their leaderwas natwekmlng.f here had been a skadilygmwlng 
crowd assembling around the Uarion's crashed hulk, jeering at the man who, only 57 days ago, broadcast triumphant fmtage of himself seated 
on the Iridium Throne. GaWuan, like every otherworld abng the lldish Federation frontier, has suffered at the hands of Lucan's Black War raiders 
and then freelance raiders striking from out of the Outlands and Wilds. Furious at Dulinofs reappearance after he had a s s u d  them that  pace  
and a final end to the war w a  at hand, thy chanted around the ckk,, "Dulinor, bring us peace." 

IFinally responding to thisincessantdmonstra~an, Dulinor appearedtday, alone butfora handfulofunamed&kms. I t rquidmIderable  
courage on Dulinot's part to stand in front of the apparently hostile crowd, but he spoke to thwn nanethelers. 
q"My pple ,"  he said, "I am ywr Emperor! Rally to me and I will bring you the final victory!!" 
YEtjenne Marin Is a Gakhuan farmer, a d  one of the leaders of the growing protat Uke the others here, hewas suspkhs and angry that the 

Dulinor thq, saw did not appear to k the confident Emperor that they saw broadcast eight week q o .  'We want peace. All he has giwn us & 
promises that he cannotfuKl. UnfuHilled promises are lia.* 

TJThemsre Dulinorspok~, the mom thatcrowd appeared to become enraged.Asit appeamdthnt tkecrowdw~a~uttosuqeforward to assault 
Dulinor, a freak accident occurred. A nearby automated combine, one of many such machines on  his agrlcul~ural world, bqan grinding toward 
Dulinor, cutting a swath thmugh the stands of grain. 

qDulinor saw the oncoming machine, but refused to g+e ground. 
9 D u l i d s  doctors rep r t  that the Archduke died instantly, djsmmbered by the whifing blades. 
YWitnesses rqmrt that the combine was umclrpied at the time. 
qMembcrs of Dulinofs military staft initially threatened this reporter that this r w r t  wukl not k allawed, but an unidenhifid staff member 

averrufed them, saying, "It's wer. There's nothing to stop. it's finally, really nver." 
9DuLnw nevwfialJyd@mted an hdrto his p s b n  as Emperor, although it is h that hk daughter his wsin Ane to w a d  h h  a ArrMuke. 
qln ICelEsh, i t  m u l d  appear that the long war is wer .  

llsdJkl/Cushemege (101 5 -9EF-FJArnber) bate: 26&1 I36 
(IAmjd increasing reports of erratically behaving dectronic systems, such as yesterdays dozen deaths at the hands of automated loading 

machinery, Strephon's government announces that Lumn's supemeapons threats, are no laughing matter, and have come to fruition. 
7All citizens are advisd to dkonn& all computers, and take no communications except by manual means. EKperts ray i t may already be too 

late to stop spread of infection. 
'1Thisdata node is under~rdwsfmm 5trephon" ggovernrnenttocwetmnsrnisions, butcomplianceison hold pending appealon rnediafmdwn 

principles. At this time most of all 
time mast of of of d time most d all ~ ~ e - m f l e ' - ~ 8 ~ o c  publk's right to informati- '7w -,...fh~E,cm... 1 ij~Dfip,'lf'B ,&1~0~...33 ?6 ...... 

6JlgAG ... Cr.'j&f ............ 3 
,g$ pl k3. . ... 31'6rKhs w..k7ftd ..... 63 - C ~ ' ~ ~ ! - d ~ o e ~ ~ ~ ~ d O e a  

Ca pltaVCore (21 1 8 AS86AP&F/Green) Date: 273-3 130 
qAll through theworlds of Lucan's faction are coming continuing reprts of rnahnctbning computers. Many i k  have been Im?, particularly 

aboard starships as f 'rAdS91 

Sestao/Reft (1 301 A12WJS-CIAmber) Date: 312-1130 
EMERGENCY BULLETIN 
FLASH F W H  FLAZH F W H  FLASH 
Yhrnain of Den& Navyrepbrtsthat m a i n  d Denebbordenan closed effectiwlmmledia~~forlnd~nite~tute.Anyone attempting towrter 

the  Domain of Deneb is susp- to search and seizure or possible destruction. 
qComrnunication will not be accept&. 
9Domain of IDeneb goes off the air immediately. We keep the flame. &ad luck. Comrnunkatian ends. 
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was Impressbe, and the facility with whlch arga 

trnue could conmE the function of starships was useful, these 
pled beslde the ptentia! of the tiny etched ;bits of slficon that 
could reproduce themselvez a n d  gmw h d r  own circuitry. 
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vvhose recognition of &e Iqiirnam the nobk. 
"'My lord,* "my liege," is not kowtowing; it k a soda1 

contract. But the Rebellion rwealed the unpleasant reality 
that, by 11 00 a t  lext, the lmperium had entwd the era of 
Noblesse n'oblige plus, "Noti lity rm longer obligates." The 
often repeat& nation that xxieties have life cycl-hat 
they are young and rigorous, hen mature, wise, and 
productive, and then owrqed, spent, and dwdent- 
applied tothe Irnperium, alhughfewlraw it.Whenmough 
nobles no longer took the long v iw ,  and w a n  thinking in 
terms of short-term or local gain, the lrnperium was in 
trouble. When enough nabk forgot that their pitions 
were not guaranteed by lnvidbte forces, but lastd onfy so 
long a the trnperiurn as a whole was vital a n d  healthy, the 
Irnpwiurn was doomed. 

Whm Dulinor shot Stnephon, then Red Ildsh, n w w  
imagining to fakc the reigns of Imperial powm, but only 
intending to flee to hir home gmund and prepare fw war, 
noblesse n bblige plus. 

Whm other Imperial rmbll ' iMed tlwirawnfactianstd 
back their o m  claims t6 the throne, imtd  of mairrtainlng 
the Ernpire as a whole qainst internal forcer of ddermctbn, 
d c 5 . W  ? I ' d &  @US. 

When the admirals of the lrnprlal Navy, nobtes all, and 
g b n  thestmardshipd p v e r  w q h  torn& out bill"mns 
of T i ,  committed their fleets to battle p i n s t  otha Impe- 
rial M, hey turned their b a h  an the praud d c e  t h a t  
gaw their meaning to their c a m .  Thq, better than any 
other humans, knew the appalling power of the Imperial 
Re&, knew the annihilation t h a t  would mult if net  w w  
pitted agaimt fleet. Onfy the Imperiurn. the N q ,  and 
humanity wuld I-. But the adrnirak dd not stand tp. 
gether and  refuw ta do battle against humanity iML 
Noblesse m'oMige pkrs. 

Wen k s w  nobler girded kw wac, m thdr k t  and 
brightest toswell the factional batdefleetJ,notthinkingthat 
lesser twbis in other f ~ t b n s  w l d  do the same, and 
'therefweevwylessernoblein the lmperiumwas~nding the 
k t  hy had to certain and m l w  deaths, noMesse 
n'ddlge pka. 

Why should these lesser nobles hhaw been ewpeEted to 
think sa far ahead? Because that war tficir pbs. The m k h  
and leisun of mbk blrth nat an) a l W ,  tWf dmm&d, 
by the tradition p a d  d m  by gemtiom a m  with the 
titles,thattkfl~bilitybesma& temperate, and foresighted. 
For theywerethe k e p r s  of thexxialcontpact.fhe Irnpial 
Mootwas thesymblk mqnit ionsf tharfxl. Functioning, 
as many thought, as a rub& stamp to c d r m  n m  
emperors or Imperial dtxrees, this dewas in k t  a symbolic 
recqnition that the Empireonly I ' d ,  onlyfunctioned, only 
succeeded, x, long as the lesser nobility affimd the greater 
Impxiurn a d  its policies as a whole The Moot's single 
gwatert pmw was to d i w k  the Irnpwium. The imperial 
nobility, the repositmy of the Imperial ~bcial m w a c t  coukl 
call intequ~tionthtlegitirnacyof hurnans4wasawhole, 
and hopefully remind all concerned of what was at stake. 
Inst&, t h q . s t m d  aside, Iwrt, irnpmt and w i t t e d  the 
lmpa+ium to die ty their Inaction. M wer a body of pemns 
deserved the contempt of all humanity, it was the Imperial 
b t ,  Fw a decade thy did nothing, mom human 
liver WEE extinguished than by any orher single erent in 
histwy. 

they thwght that they could malntain their 
positions by slding with their factional or h a i n  leaders, 
they forgot their jobs. Why did they forget the C'IE Wan 
of 604-622 when the Moot and the Imperial bureaucracy, 
by sarnying on with their lobs and refusing to allow 
themselves to be spllt, prevlentd the hawling forcer of 
cham to take the life of the Irnperiurnl Why did the Mobt 
not stand as one and forbid lesser nobles to drain away the 
lifeblood of the lmpwiurn by fighting each other? What if 
they gave a war and nobody came? Because ndlesse 
n 'oMige plue. 

The Imperial nobili rtsW the job. The vims only 
Fin'khed it 

The least appndated of the daily mlrscks af Imperial 
roc* war the starship transponder. Itr simple purpose to 
prow the identity& a g h  starship ta gmund WtliM and 



to other starships, wasconfounded bythe her magnitude 
ofthe task.At920 lightparsfran Sokmani Rim to Lhdani 
border, the one-way passage d a packet of h-tbrmatfon 
across Imperial tewitmywwId take thm yearrat maximum 
theoretical s@s of Jump6 with no tumamund time 
required far succerrive jumps. But k a u s e  cosrrabgraphy 
d m  not canwnimtly place war!ds at six-parsec intervals, 
Jump4 ships are rare, and turnaround time d d z  up, actual 
practice dictates that the period is considerably h g w .  

Civm these distance, R is clearly impwsible for a centml 
autharity to k~~eep trackof all the chang~  in status dstarship 
bwnership and registry, much lesr h u e  and  c d r m  ttmw 
changes, in a timely fahion. But localized administration 
permits t.m much variatbion In procedure, w h i  over the 
span of an Impetiurn, wuld only create more confusion. 
Eiher  way, the system k ripe for fraud, abuse, and inb-igue. 
And &use the stakes In a ship's Identw a d  allqlance are 
high, &ten life and death fit k no accident t ha t  military 
vessds refer tu transpondersystems as IFF, k r  Ident'kation, 
Friend or Foe), such shortcomings cannot be m i t t e d ,  
Elwen thousand worlds cannot function zu an ef~ient 
-nomy if each starship encwnter is treated ar the arrival 
of Greek bearing gifts. 

Distance dictater that identity regls&atb must be k a C  
Ired, but cohesion dictates t h a t  rqisrration must be non- 
conterfeitable. The mlution was elegant and succerdut h r  
quite a long time. It alxr pwd to bz the manifestation af 
the Imperiumas Achilles' heel. 

Imperial xience was aware of the possibility d Imqank 
microchip intelligence More itr disgwery on Cymbdine in  
1067. The fact that the existence of the intelligent chipr 
remained a secret until Dr. h l d  Rushorin's heavily erprr- 
gated paper rn allowed to be publirkd in 1114 is a 
measure of the importance t ha t  the lmperial gwwnrnent 
placed on these creatum Even beforre they were d'kcw- 
ered, they were chosen to be the ultimate solution to the 
lmperiurn's IFF problem. Hawewr, the creation of such 
circuits, h u g h  thecsretically p d i t e d ,  prorred impassible 
until living wampls were found that could k stwdied, and, 
most importantly, allowed to reproduce. 

The Cymbeline chips reproduced by Irnprdng thdr 
drcuitry patterns onto exktjng silicon chlps, usirg cmduc- 
Zivernaterials present in theenvironment In manycam, the 
chips would impress their circuitry wer existing chips, 
converting an exis'ting circuit to a new pattern. It war the 
chips' ability to reproduce that all- the prognm togain 
momentum. Now the reseaden could actuallyguide the 
mmlution of new circuity pa- by offering different chip 
"blanks." 

In 1086, the ~rerearcherJ ache& thdr goal: the c m h  
of a strain of c h i m e  50C-313F a low, 
constant rate of self-mutation wet time, that wwld repro- 
duce offspring identical to its urmntbrm. ThbwuH allow 
the creation of a pwl ol identical chips, all of which -Ed 
change at he same gradual rate X h ' i  p o l  c w l d  tx en- 
panded at any time by r a i n i n g  a W i n g  population 
which couM create new chips, each at the same state of 
development as all of their siblings. Thee chips were aIx, 
bred to not have full independent intdligence, but rather to 

add Zes 
ib trjs 

---- 
Artificial vs. lnorganlc Intellgence 

What wbld  occaslondty Anrt up as the myat d blW 
debate wa, in the Rnef an*, a mwt pint Ccnmtlng 

nom heat than light at c m f m ~  dedkabed trs mbtk 
:rice, attempts to dl~tingwlsh rrtfficral imrrru- 

intdllgtnce and lrrorgank (moblologknl) htdti- 
gemwereidwanttothegeneml puMk,wtw u s e d t h c w  
interchamgeahly. 

The term3  we^ i helpful at  my ate. tf n corn 
withasynaptk,~ wganic mre m i n d  Inrdlkp 
w u l d  surely be amU, btmkl it k w n k  w irrwgank? 
It sllfm chipr could dwebp lntglligenc~ Fndqmdmtly, thy 
MUM ~urdybeimtga~k, hILTncesuthach~pcmiM kreidlly 
rnanufWrcd once ib fuwthn m BmdgaW, could It not 
also km de~ribed as artlfkiall Much d this letymdogM h l r -  
~plittlng flnalty collapsed, exhausted, a t  the ntkrrrakatian that 
x i m e  was to blame. Since the bblqkat s c f m  obviously 
Daggpd h l n d  el#tmk xiences, rmeanlmgf ~ b n s  
betwen the manufmure of organk a d  Ina ! W B ~  

impolslble. 
In khe end, it  was a d i s t i d n  wlthdut s dm- I nE MI 

t of intellk hat intdfk 
dve' d&r 

I 
-- 

tm - 
=pond in a sophisticated fashion in only a fw pre~ribed 
areas. These areas were the ability to communicate with 
each otherJ to exchange and update I n f o m a t h ,  and, m a t  
imprtantly, to mognire other siMng chips as authentic 
unaltered, untampered rnmberr of their speck rtraln. By 
additionally limiting thechipstamlymeiving minforma.  
tion from other authenticated sibting chipr, the information 
bop wuM be sealed to exclude countdeit data. 

The new 5CK;-3 t3F transponder system ccrrrsistd d fhe 
ttaditiOrral =led tsrnper-proof "bkkkmrr,'lnrideofvjh'~h 

PHld SDG-313F chips. One d t b  was the aEtkrc IFF 
cjrcuit, while theatherhad naaxiwrerle, butwas thecontrd 
chip against ~ i h  the active cHp cwld campare itsetf. 
Connected ta the IFF cMp was its larger memory chlp. By 
using h e  same el txtrdxmical  pmerres that the clips 
used to reproduce, the IFF chip w u k l  create and update 
data storage circuits on tl'lis chip. When e#h tranqmnda 
was built the chips inside were educated by mlnerchip d 
lhe5DG-313Fstrain.Thisinitial training c~nsistedofmntex~ 
tual data which included the date, thewdd on h k h  they 
were ueabd, a d  selected items of history p a d  on from 
the trainer chip' idividual memory. fhi created a m- 
mon h m e  of reference within which all of the chip could 
orient themsekex. Once hstalled, the SDC chips wk4 be 
g'mdetailed registry infarmah far theirship.hychange 
in a ship's registry, configuration, or status was reprted to 
the SQC chip, h k h  w u l d  record this  infomation. New 
Information of t h i s  type did not rep!- or awlay the 
prwious registry. Rathther, the 5 0 C  chip kept a c u m t  
running history of itsew a n d  oftheship it re-, and it 
w a  this complete history that war W c a s t  to athw 
tran~nders during Ik authentication p m a .  

Most people are not aware that trampander m s  are 
constantly bmxknsting and racking infomation vvhilc 



will al 
anythi 
thm t 
.I I.- # 

you1 Y 
agains 

the XI 
look a 
organi 

can talk z 
75 to offen 

w a p  be r 
ng. The h 

d a sister c 
&re dear; 
,t t hose pe 

Marquis 1 
I.--*..-- *L 

ill pa r  ab 
sive data s . 

seonly wa 
-awesome 
each other 

nd becum 
e a nation 
iety of a ct 
. . 

Sa what? Tha t9  the name of t h i s  game. The lmperium wuldn' t  
existwithoutthat kfnd afrulnwabllit~.Wecan'tlqislaac!It away, We 

rulnerable. These i s  no imn-clad defense against 
istory of warfare is measure awl ccwtermeasure, 
)untermeasure and munter~nter-toun&rmea- 

d the imth of them a1 
e thewalls and creat 
ins to defend the XK 

ta a sector, to an lmperium. Each I d  a f  cmxolidatim i n c r e ~  
p u r  strength by an order of magnitude, but it comes at the prke 
of bust. You alwayr have to twfi  mrnwne. You c x t ~ r d  that wall 

ity, yay can both be f ?hqr d ~ H e  €0 stab 
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~ h o n l y x , l o n g ~ w e c o P r t i n u e t o  
. A t m t  &I, we mustall mst each other. 
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vidual worlds. We'll be abk .urelycantrol n u r ~  secudty, 
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they are in normal space. They mume that a banspnder 
on!y broadcasts a discrete Identity "quawk" when interro- 
gated by another transponder sytm. While this is true, it b 
only a small part of what g6g on.ljleidentitysquawk is far 
theknef l tof  Zheshiplscrew,asitgbmthem thedetailsand 
particulars of the broadcasting verse!, but it is  not here that 
the authenticity of the other ship 35 ~tablishedl. This takes 
place during the conversatian &tween the transponden 
thernselvm. The tra nspondm haw direct accw to a ship's 
or p r t ' s  communications channels, and are therefore "fre- 
quency agile," able t~ use whatever mrnm Vtem ar 
frequenq is currentfy n d e d  and not otherwise in use. 

In conversing, the chips interactively exchange infoma- 

tion from Iheirdedicatd rnemorychlps, a d  hwrr t h e i r m  
ship's main computer care and databank, to which the 
'banspamlm Rave unirnpxld amerr. It i s  by these conuw- 
sations that thechipscwrvimeeach other oftheir authentic. 
ity. Thisis notcontrolled by anyarbitrary d e s o r  pasmrds 
that could be d'iovwed and misused orcountedeited,The 
ship simply jdgcwkthm they Mieyttheaher chip to be 
authentic, based on thre information prerented and theway 
each chipdemonstratesitsthaughtpm~.ks all authen- 
tic chips are alxr s h l y  mutating at Zhc same mstant  rate, 
they will a h  show inoemmtal change in their thought 
procesl~es over time. The recognition of thls change in a 
previouslpr encountered chip is crucial to establishing that it 
has, not bmm mwelycopied and counterfeited. By testing 
these indicators against t k  parallel S D C  controlci~uit and 
its own data in the ship" computer a n d  ih .clwn memory 
chip, Zhechip - a rcw contactas authenticor R a M .  
Thk judgment is then pa& on the squawk that  was 
recdved by the vew, tdlimg them whethw to bdiwe R or 
not, and allowing them to act accordingly. This entire 
procedure is independent of c ~ e w  wmight The large 
wlume and 'high rate of data emchange i s  more than could 
be controlled bye! human, and keeping the c w  wt afthe 
loop is neceaary to minimize transponder fraud fmm the 
autset. 

A squawk Iudged asflawed must be linrestigatlcd furthw. 
It is not on itF wm t sign of h t l l e  intml: It may be a sign 
of adelibwnte a d  ddecepti6n,or~mesortafmalfunction. 
Similafy, an authmtkatd q u a d  may be that of an enemy 
vewel, but the m daes know that the icbentity it has 
mdvd is c o r n  

In a wy real sense, the SSDC; chlps am a population of 
"honest brokers," outside of gwemmental or interpersonal 
allegiance. They are responsible only to perform their jobs, 
and make no allowance for the cbnsequma of their 
actions. Forexample, thetranspadwaf a~tolenstafshlpwill 
not attempt to conceal the fact that it is a d e n  versd, 
shouId;thedataatitFdisposal confirm thatfact w r , t h e  
ship'scrw must often assesr thesignificancedan authentic 
identity quawk. T;wexample, the questians, " a w w  at  war 
with that  wrldY or, " ~ 8 4  a ship by that name reprted 
stolen?" areoutside the purview of the5DC313F banspon- 
der circuitry. 

The b e  nature of the SDC circuit b cmpletely unkmwn 
to the pubri. By pmenting the new transponder as a self- 
contained Mack box which functions unobtrus'kly and 
without need for human i n M a n ,  Imperial a u t h i t k  
have fomtnlld ppularcuriosityaboutltrdetails. ,~KI when 
dealing with thecurious, the eminently reamnable r e s m  
that prwwvtionoffraud andcounterfeit nquirefmnsponder 
contents to remain wmt is readily accepted. To thwart 
tampering. each black box contains a tiny inti-tamper 
clrcuit. If the box's intgrity monitor dekts my brwch in 
the container, a surged power horn the ant!-tamperdrcuit 
melB the S D C  circuits ta sly .  

Prototype SPC transpdwswreIn final testing in 1086, 
and with the passage of the enabling lam in 1088, the new 
tmnspondws, popularly known as the "Oeyo Circuits; 
k a m e  mandatory q u i p m m t  on all spacecraft operating 



within the Imperial b o u n d a r k  These WYE installed &s 
standard equipmenton new comct ion  r w b ,  and owr 
the course of a 12-year phase-in pew, were retrofitted to 
all exisljngvesselsas part of mufineannual maintenanceand 
rdicensing pmedum. SDG-313f transponders were also 
instal[& a t  all starportJ a n d  other kations with a t  least 
orbital communications fxilities, to permit interaction with 
the spacecraft transponden. The SDC circuits were also 
exported vigorously, for any d the alien paw#s that  wished 
to trade with h e  huge lmprlal markets alx, had to be 
integrated into the system. Many governments, particulady 
fithe Aslan, Vargr, Zhdanl, Darrianz, SWK! Wdds, a d  
Sulamanl, adopted tfre system for themwhes rather than 
carrying hvoscparaiate IFFsystms. By 1 11 6, the Deyo Circuit 

war '~lblq~ljtbus~thin the Imprlum and a l c q  I t s  frantiefi, 
and was, wel-represwrted even at the core of KK'kree and 
Hiwr spa~e. 

However, Admiral H e m h  Seams, Chid of Combined 
Impria! Intelligmefmm 1 097 ta 1 1 08, ordered the expbi- 
tationof a n d y d i x w m d  "wild strainRof Cymbelinechip. 
These symbiotic parasiw were, in same w, able to 
change the circuitry of their pry at  a distance by convindng 
the prey c i~ui t  via broadcast rness tp  to mod'* Its wvn 
ci~uitryto the parasite's wishes.This mearch was intended 
to give the ImWum an ultimate failsafe to use against 
invaders or Inlrumxtbnr, Wad Steam been up an hk Piatu, 
bwer, he would h a w  known that any trulydktive tool 
is distinguished by its capacity for opposite. 

rson the I . - L - - - 

- 

IntwWeww: Where 8 d  Che Deya fircult get i& nme7 Omimrn's rasters show na Dr. D m ,  
jamth: Ctaughs) Now that's a g d  stmy. Yotr may be mare of ~ 6 ,  the muah series numb err that are kdng 

installed under thenew regubtiansarein the ZDC q u e n c e .  ft's right thereon tfrecaing of ev~uansponoeraox: 3iK;-3f3F-3 52447, 
whamm. 50C ne of the new mndard transpi del. but tl- irruit *elf. the SDC circuit 
That, I beliwe, rain D, Group 3 1 3 .  I don't m ding W F  able to 
tell you that I ] the chfpr rhey sent up to me 

Anyway, that-srnewaywe kepttrackofthediffermtorcutr Irnaweworrecl~lng, sW-313F was me pure-stminconstanrmutnlhn 
rate chlp that caries the coll@dive m m q r  in all d the tramponden that are gorq into the shlps now. We had literally tbusands of 
stnim and breeds of those things. Rwnernbet, there guyzcan mutate and -he at a p h m ~ a E n i t t e .  Because they b t d  like crazy; 
p u  don't have to wait for sexual maturity or anyhing. Zap, iYs brn, it's a c i ~ u 9  it's wide awake, It's happy to see ybu, It's ready to 
go, and by thewayr itask rm7Thet  ~ W d c k w  tlon rate, because 
we n e e d  chip that  hi tle. Thdt  b ~ t o 2 0 p  re finally got me, 

i s  the mn 
Ir from Zm 
ust tested . ., 

like I said, the 50G-313F 
So anyway, this sfo*yir t~ my mind pot that  thewchlpsare mly  ~ntell)gent]ufi like you and I, theyjust don't h a w  a big data storage 

* a  m had around, wh'ih is what's k e n  hotding thwn back* I had one h k e d  up to a big dat launtty lwing It to 
run d on the fDGseries, becauseitcou!dgetin and appra'mtheci~uitrbetterthnwecwH, and a perW of d m -  
h e ,  s It got bard and declded to b k  through the library. It must have hit a 3ach entry, k, lute later the chlp 
tcllr me [through the d e r  attached to the chip in@ifar.e circuity] that It rhinkr the 506 =ti# derignatar stands for "561i Bes Cbria 
Ira Crod alone gws the glory]." 

[Laughs) W w o u F d  havethought that there hlpswere thinking aboutreligion! Butir makessense, really, like anyothwlnklligmce, 
they're wondering why they're here, h a t ' s  the stow, why orethinus? And it corn- a v o s  some connmtion that seems te make things 
fit, and itwonders if it has an answer. Othw p e told me exes ,  par1 \en we carrid the 
ftm chips away and told them that we had c m via the : chlp. Thr lust have thought 
that we were their g d ~  or mmething. 

New t h a t  xrunded really human b me. N w  131Cl.F LI a Eat Of I I ~  = WIW W=.IT~ firmly feel u ra r  ~1-c y u r ~  a r d t  lntdligen\ it's 
just "sFmulatd intelhgence," whatever thatls. I mean, what's slmdatedlntelflgcnce, anyway7 People talk a b u t  how 'the human bmln 
works like a just slightly busted computer, making tenuous connections, Rttle short circuits which Is where yau get world-vlw and 
opinionsout of even&, and they'll bediffwent for different people. Butaur brainsare ahvav h k i n g  for th~e6ttlernlssing. pieces, Fjttlng 
bib here and there, trying B make a pattern, to bring order out of chaos, and Olafs pr doing all the lime. If p u  
talk Bkea drunk, rtagger likes dnmk, and fall down lib a drunk, do I say. "Oh, b k ,  a Na, 1 just don't let you drive 
my g-pod. But I got a big kikouh of the kll Dm remark, and 1 told a lotdwpte,and aem the Deobrclrk around 
here, and it just get written down mmewhere "Deyo," and it went b r n  there. 

There's a postscn'pt to the story, tw. I thought it wassa interesting that the one chii with b a t  idea, l ran wsrthr 
chips when we had them on the diagnostic circuit. One day 1 ask this one cHp, like ; m, "What dim 'De D your 
1 still hwen't figured out the refermce for ahls yet, but i t  came back with, "Daylight I me wan* go home. 

They're mphistlcated and unpredictable. R unprdlctabil'ky isn't t hallmark df Fntdligencc, m a t  1slThe thhg to keep m mlnd is thgt 
thc 5 !ng w i t h  the mnnt real ovwsighl and self-n*adlficatkm, but Wre 
alma just r q u i  x i t i c  l m ~  5. and, h a m ,  Intdlfgmce. just add water. 
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Perhaps the Callapse could ultimately be blamed on 
Solomani Security. Or Imperial Army Intelligence. Or 
Joachim Sanchex and Baldwin We]. But what would be the 
pint7  The facts am these. In early 11 10, Dr. Arnold 
Rushorin left his position at the Free Uniwrsityof Aquitaine 
to deffxt  to the lmperfum. ldl Farces under Colonel 
Sanche~ attempted to assist him; Baldwin Wei and SalSec 
atternptd to thwart him. 

In the end, it was the keepers of secrets, intelligence and 
se~urity apparatchiks, that took a simplescientific fact and 
turned it into a weapon. Had Rushorjn been a l l 0 4  to 
freely publish hls data outside of the politically-charged 
context of the Imperial-Solomani conflict, things might 
have turned outdiflerently. The public would have known 
about thechips, and there might have k e n  publicdebate 
about their pmper use. But in the event, that was not a 
choice. The paper that Rushorin was finally allowed to 
publish In 11 1 4 was heavily edltd by Imperial Army 
Intelligence, and contain& deliberateinaccuraci~. By the 
time that the public k a m e  aware h a t  Cymbeline was 
horn e to sentient silicon-bad life, it was too late; the Final 
War was in full swing, and the Cymbeline cfitps were 
already being transformed inta the final weapon of that 
war. 

An Aborted Warning 
In T 128, a number of research p e ~ n n e l  wurking on TL 

t 6 1  7 artificially intelligent computer systems at  Imperial 
Research Station Omicron (0922fCore) discoverd Wte 
existence of a terrifyingly dangerous research program. 
Although the program was nowhere near complete, and 
would in fact tabaanbthcr three to flveyeam befofeit could 
be used, the mere existence of such a project was enoug h 
to make these halfdozen scientists rethink their invalve- 
ment 

After a number of furtive and urgent meetlmgs, t h y  
decided tha t theywdd by tocarrywarning of this proje~t 
to the headz of the other factions, one to Margaret's 
faction, one to Ilelish, one to Deneb, one to Gushemege, 
one to Wand, and one to Daibei. They plannd their 
departures to coincide with a conference they could all 
arrange to attend without attracting undue attention to 
themselves. 

Unfortunately, one of their number w a  a plant loyal to 
tucan, one of many assigned undercwer to Imperial 
%search Stations to ensure their reliability. This plant 
arranged for them all to befollowed and murdered, but the 
emissaryto Ilellish,]ean Milkhad, was able to turn thetables 
on his assassin and exape. Mowwer, he did not know that 
he had h e n  betrayed from within, and continued his 
mission as planned, although now atmard a patrol cruiser, 
commandeered with the help af his Imperial Navy reserve 
status. But as the plant knew of the xientist" ultimate 
destination, hewas able to position naval units tu intercept 
'the c& and even insert an assassin at the destination, 
should the patrol cruiser get through. 

On 121 -1 1 29, Milakhad's badly damaged paml cruiser 
pulled into the highport at  Khirar (2208 Ilelkh), urgently 

requ-ting prottxtion and media attention "for humanlti's 
sake". A number of WE-ET film crews were waiting when the 
vessel pulled in, and a man who identified himself as a 
research xientist at an Imperial Research Station in C m  
Sector announced that he had information on dangerous 
military r e r e a ~ h  being conducted on behalf of Lucan's 
forces that would have the dirst  results for the Imperium. 
Befow he could get any further, he  was gunned down by 
one of the assembled observers. f he assassin task, advan- 
tage of the confusion to reliwe the M y  of the prepared 
statement but More he could escape, was cut. off by 
Fedemtion of Ilelish troop. A brief firefight ensued, which 
was interrupted by the explosion of the patrol cruiser, later 
discwered to have been the work of a canfderate of the 
assassin. The assassin was killed along with over 200 llelish 
troops, bystanden, and mem bersof theprers, but was able 
to destroy the statement during the distraction afforded by 
the explosion. Although the scientist was clearly dead, an 
emergency medical team rapidly bundled him into a 
mobile shock-trauma low M h  and removed him from the 
scene. Reprtr of the cryptic statement a n d  forewing 
wen& made their wayontoTNS and other nmw services, 
but no details ever forthcoming. 

Asa result of wtornbtapping" (the psiwric pmbing afhe 
residual brainwaves in a dying brain) tesb conducted on 
Miyakhad, Dulinor learned that the man was bringing 
warning of one of Lucan's supeweapons, a virus that was 
being perfected at  a research statjon in Core sector. 

This information came a t  a very opportune time for 
Dulinor, as his new Coronation Fleet had campletedwork- 
ing-up exercisgs and had been declared battle ready by i ts  
oficers. The Coronation Fleet was the crowning achieve 
ment dDullnofs nnewrtaflf, led 'byTredekJ~rrimr, and was 
the product of carefully husbanded shipbuilding resources 
In the undamaged rpinward portions of Dulinor's Federa- 
tion. The fleet was built a d  manned under the tjghtest 
security, as no fac tion was su p p d  to k able to field such 
a force any longer. With this one fleet, Dulinor beliwed he 
could make a final, triumphant thrust at Capital, take Ihe 
throne, and bring the war to a conclusion. If he could 
capture the w r e t  of Lucan's dangerous superweapon on 
the way there, his power would be that much more secure. 

Final Offensive 
Whtle Dulinor and the Coronation Fleet phepard for 

their departure to Core, Dulinor sent the fl&'s reconnais- 
sance units out ahead to pinpoint thtlocation of Omicron. 
Confident of his success, Dulinar prepared a pre-recorded 
message of hhFmself on a replica of the Iridium Thmne.This 
mersqcwas t i m d  to bebroadcast on all Ilelish Federation 
worlds at  the anticipatd time that Dulinor and the fleet 
w u l d  captune Capital. (A similar measure had w o r k 4  
quite well to mlldify Ilelish opinion following the assassina- 
tion.) 

Lucan, for his part, had been Infome$ that Mlakhad 
had escaped, and that the security of Omicron might be 
cornpromisd. Rather than moving the facility, Lucan 
Increased its defenses, placing a small fleet in the system 
and several tripwire flotillas along Likely awnuer of a p  



proach. The arrjval ab DuFimfs dwnce guard of man 
ships gave Lucan? navy warning to bed up thmc forces 
wen more, for Lucan correctly b e l i d  that Dulinorwuld 
be coming a t  the head of his fleet 

However, Lucah's force were no match for Dulinds. 
Lucan, having fought vigorous campaigns against four 
separate factiom, and now having difficultla on his trail- 
ing, K'krw frontier, could assemble nothing to match the 
Coronation Fleet. Dulinor and juriwfs dream of creating 
the final, imistjble force seemed to have suc&d. 

Dulinm, swinging through Marsilia to come at Luciin 
from an unanticipated direction, sweptaside Lucan'sscm- 
ing forces in several short engagements. Nthough each 
battkwasaclearvic~ry for Dulinor,each trimmed hkfleet 
back by a few more irreplaceable vessels, and the warning 
given by these screenig forces gave Lucan time to as- 
semble his r e s e w  at Omicron when, on 78-1 130, they 
met the Coronation Fleet. 

Thebattlewasthe largestaftheCtvilWarsince 1122 and 
the slaughters in Gushernege and Zanrshqar. b c a n  had 
not evacuated or m o d  the research station, far he no 
longer had an officer corps that  would bring contrwenlal 
decisions befare him. He had succesdully purged t h e N a v  
of this kind of honesty and courage by executing oficwr 
accused of "defeatism., What remained were officers who 
c o r r ~ t t y  divined what Lucan wanted to hear, and who 
kept one eye constantly over their shoulder and one hand 
on their necks. Nonetheless, Lucan's fleet a t  Qrnicron was 
larger than Dulinor antkipatd, and was able ta prevent 
Dulinor from capturing the mearch station Intact for a 
leisurety examination of i& wntents. 

On the second day of the chaotic battle, 7 9-1 130, the 
virus was released. One of Dulinot's strike teams was able 
to seuecontrulof the research station'sdatacenter. In their 
hunytoger the goods and gaoua, they infected their data 
retrieral systems with the virus, beliwing t h a t  they were 
only colFectlng raw m a r c h  data. Howwet, the warn had 
run out of time. To ensue that the data w u l d  get to 
Dulinofs fleet wen though they were now unable to 
escape, they began s w i n g  high-speed data transmis- 
sions which were picked up by several of Dulinds ships as 
well as lucan's. The virus was also able to spread and 
embed itself into the research station's control systems, 
and continued to infect other of Lucan's force in the 
foliowing week. Dulinor's fleet, now virus carrien# re- 
grouped and refueled in t h e  outcrsystem and prepared to 
rantinueattacking toward Capital, During this time, intel- 
ligence specialists labor4 tocollate and analyze the super- 
weapons data they believed they had recovered, not 
realizing thatwhatthey had was thesuperweapon itself. In 
fact, the virus was even Ithm working to conceal its 
pwence, erasing the portions orf data that describd the 
development and function of a computer virus, The intd 
specialists, finding that they had received mostly garbage 
and gibberish, were left to conclude that somehow the 
data beamed to them had been encded, or perhaps 
improperly tranrmitted. Because the research station had 
not been secured, and k a u s e  DulEnor had a tight tlrne- 
table for his arrival at Capita!, prcautionr urged by some 
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officers to prevent data contamination wwe not heeded. 
Dulinor, deep in enemy territory, and meetly stlPfgr than 
anticipated resistance, had to stilke h$ while he still 
could. 

Because the vlnrs c d t  had tmm directly fed into the 
Reet'scentral pmc~slng systemsanddid not haw to sneak 
in via peripheral systems as it w d d  usually do, it dewl- 
oped extremely rapidly. The fact that something was 
wrong k a m e  clear to Dulinor when his fleet attempt4 
to jump out of the Omicron system, Only three quarten of 
his remaining force arriwd at Keplo (1 322 Core); theother 
quartermis-jumped. Dulinorattempted to carryon taward 
capital, but as ships in his force began rnalhnctianing deep 
jn Lucan's territory, his mewe failed him for a sxond time, 
and he turned the remainder of his fled for home. 

Lucan's forces were able to fight the virus with n little 
mom success, after all, a t  least they had xrrne idea of what 
they were dealing with, but only very little. It trrok the 
resea~h station personnel over a week to recanstmct what 
had happened, and the b t  that anyone could da was 
compile a list of all theships and systems that had probably 
been infected, along with orders that these all be de- 
s t r ~ y d .  By this time, h w ~ w r ,  many of the ships had 
jumped out-swm, pursuing Dulinofs fleet or carrying 
new to Capital. 

Dulinar made it as far as Cakhu (26QJ Aellsh) with the 
tiny remainder of the Coronation Fleet. Here his flagship, 
Clodon, began to malfunction, and eventually was crash- 
landed an the surface of the planet. Dulinofs expea, by 
now aware that they hadcaughta virus, believed that thy  
had eradkated thecauseof the malfunctlon~. But they had 
no t  As Dulinor's terhnicians thought they repaired and 
vaccinated each system, the viruses dthin each ship, by 
now fully intelligent, were only allowing the technicians to 
beliwe they were succeeding. Meanwhile the Als clwwly 
coverad their tracks a5 they picked their way from system 
to system, inftxting diagnostic equipment M that i tmu ld  
give back misleading results. Imperial systems, espxially 
starships, were designed to be tm efficient, with too much 
lab-swing computer control. Lucan" scientists had d e  
liberately programmed the virus to ins2indiwly navigate 
through the intricacies; of the standard Imperial Data 
Packages; thevirus knervthesecomputers betterthantheir 
own operators, and were able todefeat them atwerytum. 
Crews who were trained to run their ships through tnm- 
puter interfaces were no match for an enemy that turned 
those: computer interface against them. There was no 
contest Abard CIanon, a determined technician h d  
finally, painstakingly managed to discover the rrwus from 
which the  Al control led the ship. But as he attern pZed to cut 
power to the offending areas, the A1 seized control of the 
drives,!s,ng ng kill thecrew before theycould reportwhat 
they had discovered. As the ship plunged through the 
atmosphere, the c r w  blew the central computer with a 
demolition charge and used manual controls to slow the 
ship's rate of dexent and conduct a crash-landing. 

On 243-1 130, Dulinor was attempZing to rally an angry 
crowd of farmers on the surface ol Gakhu. The nearby 
computer control center had been Infected by the virus, 

which was testing ib  ability bo cwrtrol the automated 
fannlng machinery. Although Dullnar natked t h e a n m -  
ing slave unit combine, he beliwed it was an attempt by 
thefarmers to intimidate him, and refused to get out of its 
way. 
h fie week turned Into months, lights started gotng 

wt all across the Irnperium. 

The Wrus 
When Chief d Combined lntelllgence Admiral H e m h  

Steams ordenxi the development of an &en5'm virus 
based on the Cymbeline chips, he planned t~ utilize the 
talenb of "wild strain" chips whlch could command prey 
chips to cut new circuitry without having to come into 
physical contact with them. This would potentially allow 
Imperial forcer to xlectively disable ships equipped with 
the new SDG series transponders without having to com- 
mit overtly hstllc acts, and with very lmi td  collateral 
damage. mause impdill dbsidentr and criminals, and 
non-Imperial races licensed to tradewithin Imperial buund- 
a r k  all must have the SDC suite, this wouPld be an 
extremely flexible capability. tlowww, although this abil- 
ity was wcc&~hrlly dernmstratd on w w a l  occashs, it 
was n- perfected, and never became a major path of 
viral inleaion. 

But this failure did notstop the program. Initial research 
uncwerd so many othw promising avenues to dwelop 
that the wild strain vector h m e  unnecmav, and fund- 
ing continued a t  substantial lewls. 

Since! wch transpcndw suite included latent artificial 
intelligence in the form of hvo "la4mmmizeda Cyrnbeline 
chips, the trickwas to findout how totriggerthechips into 
waking up and cooperating with the virus user, w at least 
into commencing independent and hostile action against 
'their host operating systems. 

As it t umd  out, this was relatively easy. The hard part 
was conlmlfing them once they were unlearhd. Lucan 
was aware of the program, and had great expstationr of 
its service to him. Howwer, each time he demanded its 
campletion, the answerwas the same. "It Is not ready for 
military use, as itwill not diwriminate betwemfriendlyand 
enemy systems after as few as one or two generations. We 
can release it, but we cannot control it" In reality, it was 
wen less controllable than that. It would not discriminake 
be-n friendly and enemy systems wen in the primary 
generation. 

Modus Operandf 
The two main strengths afthe~!ru$, itr heritage from the 

Cymbelinechips, were 1) its intelligence, and 2) 'tts ability 
ta cut newci~uitty, Le., e m b d  itself in hardware, not just 
h a r e .  

U p n  entering a new system, the first thingthatthevirus 
would do is build itself a "hidey-holeU-a mall  culde-sac 
in the C ~ K U ~ ~ V  h e r e  k cut code into the computer"s 
w n  circuitry. Here the virus was safe from such precau- 
tions as powwing down and memory reformatting. It 
would then attack the swurjty and irtputautput systems. 
As with all sec;uritypmgrams of any type, they can only k 



dedgnd to counter k m  or anticipated threats. In the 5ystwm could stlll make use of them. Even a small hand 
r~alrnof me;uure,counk-rneasure,cmn~-cbunter-mw- computer had m g h  space in It  h r  a virus to Implant an 
sure# c w  ntercountw<ounter-measure, there is always a "egg" whkh might lay dormant for years, but then spring 
small window of opportunity far the latest system. to life when it is connected or transfers data to a larger 

This initial activity was visiMe to an obsmer who know system. Travellea in The N m  Err would do well to be 
exactly what to h k  for. The small intense amounts of careful of a pallet of computer termlnafs labelled, *Nevw 
powerrequi~bythevirustocutnewcircuitrycouldbe knused,readytaplugintcryaurmainbame." 
seen as power spikes a t  these eady stages. Unfortunately, 
no one but Lucan's weapom scientists w u l d  have know Propagation and Vectors of Infection 
the significance of thae signs, even had they seen them. The virus had an incubation period of perhaps 30 to 45 

Once in and embedded in some peripheral electronic d v ,  but it must be remembed that this prieriod war the 
hardware, theviruscould watch h o w  the operating srtem time usually taken for the virus to actually show itself and 
worked and learn haw to subvert it. Thisstagewas extraor- take over the srtem It inhabited, not the time it rquired 
dinarily shott early in the virus' history, as it had already to become operational. The time to ;become opera- 
been trainedldesigned to take over wery stan- tional was qulte variable, from very short as 
d a d  Imperial computer configurntian war Ithe case when its full code was 
(called IDP for the standard Imperial transmitted in one plece dir#t.!y 
Data Package which c o v e d  ev- into a powwful camputw xyr- 
erything from graphite pencils tem (as with Dulinoh and 
and radial tires to starship Lucan's fleets at Research 
software). Taking over Station Qrnktun on 079- 
Dulinofs and Lucan'ssbr- 1 1301, to very long, as 
shipsat Research Station when attempting ta 
Omicron, after all, was break into a small w 
whatthese things had slaw computer, one 
been born for. with extensive secu- 

Howwer, unfamll- rity systems whkh it 
iar systems would re- must oulwit, or into 
qulre a blt of study. an unfamiliar alien 
Hiver, K'kreandAslan system opemting at 
computer architec- u n a c c u s t a m e d  
tureswereunbmlliarto p w r  Iwels. Thus, 
the first virus t ha t  infil- through the r a t t a p w -  
tmkd sucha system, but tions of the incubation 
a5 itwas intelligent, it dld period, the virus would 
not require one distinct merely be playing along 
data format In ordertoflour- with its operaton, wolun- 
ish. It merely sat inside itr hale Enrily operating comctly in 
and watched the computer func order to gaFn time to reproduce. 
tion, and would ewntwallyfiglureaut All through this Incubation period, 
how to impose its code over the aperat- as well asafterwards (in caseswherethe 
ing code. And once this virus had mastwed Its 

- virus didn't merely suicide all a t  once). it 
new home, afI of ttreoffspringthatitsentoutalmadyknw would be attempting to reproduce by infecting every 
how to defeat 2hm systems ar well. With this kind of other eldronic system available to it Like any living 
specialization came an increase in the mutittian rate, but creature, the virus onlywantd to be fruitful and multiply. 
more on that later. In certain cases, thevirus would contlnue to remaCn incog- 

The one characteristic that would limit or prevent virus nito within the system for long beyond its usual gestation 
infectianwaslimitedcomputing~apacitr,eitherintems peri6drifitfeltthatthiswauZdhelpitgaingreaterrrpro- 
of space or speed d calculations. Avirus that attempt& to ductiw succw. This was the case with the viruses that 
infect an independent (non-ne~rked)  desk-top style inhabitd Dutinor's ships that madeit back tollelish. Awam 
rnicrc~emputtr could not dwelop intetligence, as there that the Archduke was taking thern homewith him, they 
was not enough raw material to arhiweintelligence with. went along far the ride, hoping to gain the highest Imels 
By the same token, an old slbw computer would result in of access by hiding in Dulinofs entourage. 
aninfestation bya sbw, stupid virus thatwould have avery The virus' ace in the hole ln Its first year or m was the 
hard time reproducing itself. Such virus= were like genies starrdardizatlon of the SIX-series transponder sulte. Thls 
trappedin bottles, helpless forthe moment, butdangerous system already spokethevirus~anguage, and wasinstalled 
if they could get out into an environment that alrowed on wery Imperial vmel  plus wery alien wssel that oper- 
them to develop their full capabilities. a t 4  within Imperial boundaries. While a virus-infected 

H o m e r ,  an already conscious virus that k n w  of such ship could alm easily insert i ts code into other ships by 
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UUWM TN FRONTI C E O N  nd, thy 1 Muf-wg ms, 
Whmevw.tfie b p i c  ofthevinrs cam& up, one qumi ~re  subject ne p j u d i  mmt 

Is invariably asked is, Ylrcrhy m n O t  the chips npwial d h  -4. Hnd theyrecerwa amlr wing ,  
Irnp#lal dtkmsl AIter all, C h  I said, 'An>* sentient li wld havt likely been mslgm 1 that 
within the I m p i d  $os&rs, rqgardless of llr origln, 2 wveoccufled forcenturfes: tm ~tmt 
k t e d  kng, and thus a tEtixen of the Third Irnperlum fng the hallmarks of m d m e  
Imperial c i h 5 ,  heyshould hwe been pmmted from I, the chips were arguably only xnurld with arte-'-' 
tu which thqc were put" ~e.Thm$clrcvmstgntial wldaxrfmm mmtfyn 

Fim of alt, just h w  d Y r  E l  filer that IN1 t w k  Just tfib p s ' M  during per 
mething, doewr't mean n s  me. Sametimes ir jtm tw I r d m s .  Afta all, 2hcslngle chips In thdr wiM rta! 
hlm. Plnd COW, for all tl y m e m k  Cymbeline demonmated only animal-!wd mental abmtk k 
emperor, was notan ml; :waythat1 was onIy when pluggd I n b  hurna~pp0yHed d a h h  that 
wwe. dwn was in c h a ~  LyIean Emf the chips gal& m g h  intellectual mw m&al to d m -  
m t h r n e  theThird Irnpenum =we knaw~r vnn~ r n ~  ,.., -. ~ ~ t r a t ~  tflelr real Intelligme. t h e  fxt that the chips could M+ 
h e  P a c i f i c a h  Campaigns. k great deal d lighting and demonstrate these abillth wmthut outslde Intaventh r 
d d i n g  and winking and local ~ m m m d a t i n g  took placg pawerhrl argument against thelr having genuine natural 
between Cleon'r reign and the cmation dar r  ernpie that had Bme.~a l l , i f somewrewerebmnnec ta f rog taa~  
a relatively uniform self-image. micmgrrrc-r and d e r  and th frog could speak, w k  

Semnd of an, Clmn didnJt real!y mean it. One of the first m!ly change Zhe definition of amphibian i rr t$l igm? 
things he dM a m  making that remark w a  to pint  out how Finally, t h m  an! -In bgkaE difficuMtlies with clalmFr 
rohu could k ertclded from the formula h a u s e  aIthwqh ~nt iwrt  llfe form3 withln lmpwhl boundaries is lmperia 
x h q  ~qrwere ncltlifeloms, and h a  sen%. What I f  thcy ddn't want to be? The extreme e*ample 
stab expendable. What C b n  mea wEd be if the mplre dl1 wfsW and clalmed the vampire 
"whl w the emperor wants to d d  ships, the lineal dw&b d thest chips, a d  ccrlsdnly 
cit'mn i s  a dtlren, and thb can changcwlhut notlce." irhls Ir sentient fife h s ,  as lmp#ial c k s .  What would br A- 

the kid of pbwer-preserving ey~ieiim that w a  embe pint?llat would b the m e  as sayirg that all psyekbp 
the Third lrnperium fmrn ib very winnings, and homicidal mani= wlthln the lrnperlal baundaries were I r  
uttirnatefy bmughtikdawnfall. Rcanbeargud thatth~ rial cithenr What mbuld that changd Ta say h t  this 1 

it lmted m long; as it dld was b u s e  for centuries I ketfiemunderlrnperblllawsotfiycoufd kprnsa 
cynicism was understoad by only a relatiw fe i W q  irnw Mutts (mu&, m+, dkhtdi? 
got wk, it was open w w n  on mlal cokc  n ' a s e r t h e p d n t W a m d i m s w r N . t h 4 * r  
mlhinq anyone could do to stop it hltwfth, XM enemleF,d~mpireXntxesa 

Perhaps the Cymbeflm mint isthesame: all bdngrarobjecbwithinthe Iml 
hey did not get It Why r t i ~ n w n i e r ,  cftirens, wha&wrdll  lx $mkw 

Fin$ thdr disc- H ~cr way that the emplre deems b in tts intaert 
Nay born 1067 untib they cou~o no longer lreep a IW hips wn! I l l -ud  by the empire, by equal partr r 
Rushin's p a p  In 11 1.4. It b IEkdy that  lntmmwnl a d  hpwEal prejdl 
between Imperial Nwal and Amy IntelRgmce allw w m  ul tirnateb al 
mpr t  togetatat  al .  Had thechips been in thedoma11 :ingly. 
one m i c e ,  Rushorin cuuM probaby have been mluzl 
unrif 11 14, any discussion d the chip' el\giibllityfor citl 
w a  easily quashed by Imt io ion of tfie lrnperial I t 
!kretsAcL.And thatwarthat Anfling that did not exist could 
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routine computertontrolled communications, it was of- 
ten more convenient to infect them by using the constant 
transponder chatter.Xhis al!arwd thevlrus to plant ibeHin 
the most fertile ground possible, inand around themems 
of other embynic intelligences. Th is  atso gave the virus a 
familiar, easily entered location in an alien elec.tronics suite 
in which to "gestate" while rolving the riddle of an 
unfamiliar system. Were i t  not far the Imperial lam that 
requird alien vmels Ircensed ta trade within Imperial 
b r d e l ~  to beequipped with the Imprial standard s)rstem, 
the leap to these alien systems would have been much 
more difficult, Wwww, it only took one virus to make it 
into an alien computer care. Once that virus learned the 

principlesof the new ryrtem, all of its offspring m l d  find 
t h e  systems to bz as simple to defeat as the original 
Imperial -ems. Furthermore, the a u ~ s  this gave them 
to alien databank and idenmation coder gmre them 
additional advantagles in further invading -alien xrciet- 
ies. 

Transponder vulnerability had its lirnltr. All lrnpwlal 
Nay, llSSr and other derignated military-type -1s had 
special mi l i tary-del  traospbnder suites whirh had onc 
special feature: an onaff witch. The onaff switch did not 
disconnectthe SIX; circuit it merdy caused it to shut up. 
Therefore, while shut off, i t  could passively d readother 
transpondws.There sui-were naturalky tumd off when 



in combat or hastlle tenitmy to mkl det-n f m  their 
transpanderemissibns, and when heading back in friendly 
territory where it was important to atablish their bonu 
fides, thy were switched back om. 

Civilian vessels could easily mulate the stealth part of 
this pattern, by destroying w disconnecting their tran- 
sponder box=. However, the decision to disconnect was 
irrevocable. Any attempt to open the b x  caused the 
tamper circuit to destroy the contents, bur simpre discon- 
nection from other systems caused the same effect In 
order to prevent the use of transponders removed from 
destroyed vessels, disconnection from the main computer 
or the carnrnunicat'sons circuits caused the tamper circuit 
to fire as well. 

The risk of be19 det#td bytranspbnder chatter i n  the 
Wllds was one that had 
to be weighed against 
the certainty of being 
pre-ernptively blasted 
from the skies when en- 
tering into frontier or 
safe areas. Ever since the 
time of the Black War 
raids(l122-11241, it had 
become standard oper- 
ating pracedure In the 
Safes and Fmntiers of 
wery taction to destroy 
any vessel notrunning a 
transponder. After all, 
only ships that had no 
business being in the* 
core areas would k run- 
ning silent. 

Ships that needed to 
travel back and forth 
between Safe and Out- 
land gave v g ,  serious 
thoughtto the notion of 
killing their transpon- 
der~.  On the other hand, 
crews who expect& to 
nwer leave the Wilds or 

th. Encoding and decdlng, cmedng  for the kppler  
sh'lfting in messages sent between ships with Zrwnmdw5 
crossing vectors, kwping tight-beam antennae on targets 
with accutircies mm~ured In atbrdians, all of t h e  tasks 
were taken by the computer to simplify the task of ma l l  
multi-tasked crews. Incoming and outgoing messages 
were not sent DT receiYed by human hands, they were 
mediatd by the ship's computer-4ts cmtml n m u s  
system. By tacking its invasiw code onta these mesaga, 
a virus ewld ensure that i t s  infection would pass directly 
through the target's central computer system. 

The virus could atxi  use the human wctor, Ar talented 
as the virus was, it still had a hard time manipulating mn- 
mechanized matter. But avirus could convince hurnansor 
other intelligent Life forms to serve Its arms and legs. A 

virus which was still 

Outlands could kill their 
transponders without a second thought, k d n g  that 
they were increasing their chancesof survlval by that mal l  
amount. They also unknowinglyincrrased theirchance of 
surviving the virus, as the loss of the transpnder *tor 
made their chances of infection that much lower. This 
slig htresistancetb Ulevlrusisonsmtlre reason why thefew 
uninfected relic (meaning pre-Collapse qulpment that 
hassurv~ved into theNew Eralships in the NewEra areonly 
the oldest and most hard-worn vessels: these vessels were 
already beat-up and expendable in 11 30 after their har- 
rowing careers in the Outlands and WViFds. 

The other most usefulvector forthe viruswas computer- 
controlled communications. Another feature d the user- 
friendSy standard Imperial sbrship was that its every func- 
tion was sped up and streamlined by computer i n t e ~ n -  

masquerading as an 
uninfectd computer 
could rquest a crew 
member to load an 
important diag nastlc 
pmgrarn Into a non- 
networked system, 
thereby infeczing it An 
exposed virus could 
coerce human assis- 
tance byth~atening bn 
let all of the air out of 
the sompartmmt, to 
bmbad a nearbyclty, 
or even tn kill the t a p  
tain and promote itt 
stooge to the cap- 
taincy. 

Another profitable 
means of propagation 
1s vla small craft When 
a ship's b a t  is brought 
aboard a starship, it i s  
routinely hooked into 
the starship's internal 
s~tems: fuel hoses are 
attached to tap off the 
craft's tanks if neces- 

sary, power cables are attachd to allow the craft to shut 
down its power plant for maintenance and run off of 
external p e r ,  and computer connections are made 
between the small craws and the starship's computers to 
allow itJ inertial navigation platform to be realigned and 
other diagnostics performed. 

As mention4 ahve, a very common method of propa- 
gation was via Ihe "eggu placd rn that i t  could someday 
i n k t  another system. This i s  mething of a crap-shoot 
reproduction-wise from the point of view of Zhe parent 
virus, but successful virus strains missed few oppsrtunities 
to imprint their d e  on the universe around them. 

W s h w t d ' l s t a n c e s , h W c w U w e n u s e ~ l M  
Thevirus could credteind'iual "mrnandochipa lhatmukl 
genwatetiny electromagnetic fidds to hirate w leap to target 
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Why did Z ~ E  II to the Mrus? Whj ve 
faBento theVi~ makes them kt ter  tt :is 
extenske reliance on computers did not make them omnipotent 
wet silimn-ba. a5 

power owr w us 
vulnerabil'rtie~, 

ft i3 hlgh.rnlntrw, selrcoelualng raruousness m claim rnar any 
race has one immutablespiritual trait, and that that race acts with 
one mind as one unified body. The Hiw Fedemtion, as Fk war 
known, was lust that--a loose: Federation which was in fact 
prim ~ r n d  with maintaining a horr cgene pol, 
and r ting any sort of unifid foreigr technolqi- 
cal st 4enaetholcqis'ts are well awa n r  society if 
predicarw on ~ndividualim, not gmup.ronfom~sm. I nis is coupled 
with the fact that the Federation encompassed dozens d other 
races, each allowed to punuerhelrown inter- beneath the Hiver 
umbrella. What we had hem war far from a virus-pmf society. 
Rather, it was a prous vim5 sponge, r!ddled wlth ptennal vectors 
a! infecllon. To irnaglne Hivw warbotr, bruisers, and warrhlps 
p o m e s d  by a maledent, life-hating intelligence unlearhed On a 
paciflstsocietyls to understand theisrueoftthevimrand the Hiwen. 
The Hivers, more than any other race, knewthe unrearoning terror 
01 the virus, and Learned to hate it and In ant~edmts. 

Itmas In theirrapid r#overy, aFtercrnly slxtyyears orxr,from the 
Virus that we we the true strenath of the Hiver hdlitv with 
corn1 I and aun 19 
that I .en better 1st 
the h ptible to il 

w i a s  3 nlure* I L  s r ~ ~ a r k  0Of mtkrn LU hr i l r r r i  I r l  L I I O S ~  UIILTILIVIIZ, 
When wesay that Hiwn awcaut!ausand for what weare 
actually doing is patting oursefves on the 1 dng just as 
screeesr;fut as they are while having had to or I bigger b q  
d hafidlcaps.5unthe Hivcrs havedbhe all ~igRtfarthemrclve$, but 
they had itenry; theirprychcrrwere riggd t~succed~whilewegot 
where we are while still being cspricisus and self4estrcrctive. We 
humans ruled 1 t.0UOworldswithaneofaur handstid behind our 
back ke 
thwr 
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systems, just astheirfwebears on CymMncdid. 
Onemeansof infection that wasfeared by theuninfsted 

was r i a  their sensors. While it was thearetically possible 
that a virus wlth the right equipment could send various 
patterns and rndulations of radiation that wou!d cause a 
sensor to give output that would recreate the viral code 
within the sensor computer, this nwer happened. Sensorz 
do not read radiation in the same way that cornrnunica- 
Zions receivers do. They do not read signals for meaning, 
but look for intensity and patterns over time among many 
signals. Any such attempt to infect a target via a wnsot 
would take a very long time indeed. If it wer occurred to 
a virus to try this method, it quickly found out that other 

means were much more eRhdenL 
Regardless of the virus' undeniable talents, here mxlM 

always be the computer 4ystem that wa5 inacc~sMe to 
any method of infertian. In thwe caser, the virus' c d a  
was asimpleone: "If I can't hwe it, naanecan." Avims that 
had taken wwa starship (called a Vampire Shlp) could use 
its weapons to bkw the target apah  Avirus that had slave 
vehicubr units muld run it ww. A virus with ccmtrol of a 
;power grid could wnd pbwer spikes a t  sdeaed targets ta 
destroy circuitry, shut off power w attempt to overload 
and derby pwtions of the grid. 

One final point is t h a t  the most succedbl virus strains 
were those tha t  Learned to pamritke each other. The 
empire-building viruses (see Virus Bestlary below) knew 
t h a t  the suicider strains were wasting perfectly g o d  
computer systems and ships that they themselves could 
inhabit. Sbme d these ernpirpbwilders dwelopd t k  
ability to send offspring parasite vlruse4 Into already in- 
feted computers to bring them under their awn control. 
Sincethetargethad already been rewired by itsinhabitant 
virus to tK under sentient computer control, all this para- 
site vlrus had to do was replace the first virus' motivational 
circuitr). with that of its pamnt. These puppeteer viruses 
would often pretend to be uninfected ships in ardwto lure 
victims to attempt to infect them. Once they were In 
communication with thevictim, t h y  would revme-insert 
their code back into the victim, disguising it as camrnuni- 
catimsfrorn thevims the targetthought i t  had implanted. 

AS. the viruses preyed on each other, thy developed 
I ever-mom sophisticated selfdefense s ~ u r i t y  systems and 

subviruses, many t i m ~  more effective than the man- 
made security systems they had defeated during the 

1 Collapse. (ldeed, the security programs used by Final 
War-era computers were virus= iin their own right, al- 
though domesticated for beneficla1 purpases. H m r ,  I they were nowhere near asgood as theA Hrur, mrdid the 
Al Virus remgnize them as friends or haw mercy an them 1 as MIOW virus.es.) 

It was a handful of Strain 4 puppeteers that reallzed, 
while preying on each other aver the limit4 remaining 
resouKes decided tocooperate, and created, of theirmn 
wlition and by their awn plan, the first Strain 5 Sexually 
Reproducing viruses (below). Until the puppeteenarrived, 
virus reproduction was asexual, by cloning. The parent 
virus replicated its code or "genotype" and sent i t  out in 
other hosts. Most mutations only becarnevisiblewhen the 
offspring rook over Zheir hosts, and these cauld then only 
be transmitted bythe offspring, and not by its paren& But 
the combining of virus "genotypes" that resulted from 
impressing a p a m S i t k v i ~ s 0 ~  the motivatlanal C ~ K U ~ ~ S  of 
an already existing virus were already very much like the 
recombination of genetic material t h a t  takes place in 
sexual reproductbn.Themvementfmm Strain 410 Strain 
5 was not an accidental mutation. The vim= thernselvs 
sawthe potential and advantaga, and thernselvesdecided 
to rndifythmselves and take thestep to a awwolution- 
ary Iwel. This was a tremendous step, and unlike man, the 
viruses mognized the opportunities, and consciously de- 
cided to make the evolutionary step on their own. 



fhc Wrus Bestiary 
It isuseful tothink of theVCrus not as "it", but a "them." 

The vlrus b not a single force thnt behaves in one single 
s t y K i e d  fashion. The reamn it i s  $6 dangernus and succec~- 
ful wasthat I t d m n a t  behaw in just one way, Eachsystern 
infected by the virus that has sufficient campzing p e r  
to allow it to achieve Al $ecames ib o m  separate person- 
ality, which learns ta operate ln different ways, and which 
spreadsversionsaf itself that are subtly diflfwentfmrnather 
virus infections. These offspring are similar to the spaifit 
virusthat spawned them, but will alm mutate In their own 
directions. In this way the virus rapidly developed into 
many different strains of virus. All d these strains are 
descended from the one original virus that was released, 
but as one goes dawn the branches and sub-branches of 
virus mutation, one can find some very unusual strains 
indeed. 

Ultimately, all of the virus= were Intended to kill them- 
selves: desfmy all of tfwdata accessible to them, sabotage 
all equipment urrderthdr contml,and then annihilate their 
awn operating systems. 
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The different- bebwen humanlorgank and corn- 
puter/ektmnk ln te l l l gm are K, great that  th is 
thwryis probablyimpor~lble to test, particularly since 
the ruicldd stnins of the vim5 are not accwible to 
lengthy rerearch. Withln this model of virus psyehol- 
q y ,  pmurnablythe strains that wohed from suicidal 
to homicidal have #me ta exprw t 
against other m t u r e r  mhw h a n  
extinauish the wlf. 
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The chips had always exhibited a very high rate of 
spdntanmus mutation; in fact the glorious achievement of 
the SDG prqram had been not L h t  they had created a 
mutittian-bee chip, but one that only mutated at a slow, 
constant rate. This genome volatility was a side-effect of 
their natural gwwth and predation mechanism: the ability 
to cut their cwm circuitry over other pre-existing chips. As 
the chips learned and gained experience, they would not 
simply store data, they would also modify their own 
c i ~ u i t ~  to more accurately remember things, and refine! 
&re their own k h w b r  in light of this new knowledge. 
In the wild On  Cymbeline, uninterrupted pawer was a 
luxury, not agiven, and thechips that survived had learned 

to hard-wlrr thdr memarim. That m y  when they lost 
power they m u l d  not lose heir memor idad-wi red 
mmorles would still be available when the sun came wt 
from bphlnd thp c l a d .  When cutting this new circuitry, 
perfoming self-surgery, thechip wwLd often create a new 
unanticipated type of circuit, whose fumions,rrrnuld alter, 
sometimes subtly, sometimes not+ the thought processer 
of the ship itsew. 

This same tendency was present in the virus, but to a 
greater degree, because it was cutting and Adng Itr 
personali~inta entire oprating systems, mthw than a few 
small chips. This chance of mutation was increased wen 
mom when the virus was moving into an unfamiliar 
system, where cutking a path or closing a circuit could 
create resulb much harder for the virus to predict Such 
mutations rarely killed the virus, howwer, as spontaneous 
mutations often do to organic life. After all, the virus was 
not. having b manufacture or synthesize its own fwd the 
wayanorgankcell d m .  Thevirusonly needad tmthingr: 
energy and raw material. The energy was readily available 
in  any computer thnt was able to draw pow.  The raw 
material was merely other circuity for the virus to expand 
Into, and this was also plentiful within a computer. Funher- 
more, the virus always built out from i ts  central mind, a 
srnallcolIeclionofci~uitsIthatcwersawopwationr through 
micro gate-type switches, butwhich could pull back from 
the surrounding circuitry if need be, marshall itreif, and 
sally forth again. 

Mutation proceded a t  an wen fasterrate inca~eshere 
one system sufferd multiple infections. When an invading 
vimsrtartd writing Itscdcwertopuf oneor mrevituses 
already stmqgting to take owr the system, sometimes a 
new virus would be created out of fused portions of each. 
The new virus might combine abilities of each of its tHa 
"pamntsU,or possess a new capability randomlycmted 'by 
the new aswrrtment of code. (In fact, the most bkam and 
xhkophrenic virus a f k t s  came when a large computer 
system was actually inhabited bytwo or more d r u w  t h a t  
were rtnrggling for dominance within the sptwn.) This 
d e c t  was powerfully dcmanstrzttd In the bnfeaion of 
Dulinofs and Lucnn's fI eets beginning at  Omicron. As the 
viruses matured and fhe many i n f ~ t e d  ships infeded and 
r e - i n f e d  each other, m w  rapidly changing generaticins 
of virus were created in a very short period of time. 

Another murce of mutation was the fact that the same 
vlnrswould tumoutdiffwentlydepending uponthechamc- 
teristics d the computer that it invaded. Thb i s  like the 
"nature-nurture" balance In sentient organjc life (the notion 
that perswraliy has roots in both an individual's genotype 
and the environment in which it is raised): the virus p m n -  
ality de~ended upon its original code (gmotyp) and the 
sharackrillcr of the system in which it epemtd (environ- 
ment). There are the obvious f a c t 0 6  wch as a larger, faster 
computer yielding a moreclever virusthan asmall, slowane, 
but them are more subtle pointr asweII.The typeof circuitry 
in a system, for example, a preponderance of paralld, 
sequential, w synaptic circuits, by controlling the way in 
which the virus" thoughts W, will alx, ultimately affect i ts 
personality, often giving it a new way of thinking that it 
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would replicate fin la fiprlng. Another tendency w a  for 
viruses in waahlp wrnputmto k o n  avmge moreviolent 
than crilvser that did not have contml of w p o n s .  Wrth 
many viblmt means anly a fw shm wlm away, and with 
much of its systemlmind dwoted to complex f i r ~ o n t d  
cakuCatm,thebmerdid nat spend 95 much time thinking 
of creativesolutrom. Avirus in a non-mfttary computer, rwr 
having accezs to, or a had-wired predisposition to think in 
terms of weapns, had to use more subtle means t n a c h i ~  
its goals, and wen whenweapons became wailable,was leu 
likely to use them. 

While the accompanying chart identlfles =me known 
strains of the virus and their presurnptbe relationshipswith 
each other, thechan is by no means a complete listofwery 
possible strain of virus. Likewise, the lines of heredity are 
not the on!y possible paths from which these strains could 
arise, only the most probable. 

Strain t "SuicideP: T h i s  strain Is the most straightfor- 
ward, in that it kills itself and the entire opwating sFtent 
it is in very soan after gaining mnml, usually only sending 
out 205 mples of itself before doing so, Far obvious 
reasons thisstrain is fairly rare nowada~, as its behavior has 
put it out of business. 

Strain I A  "Suicide Induce?: Thb is  an tady mutation of 
Strain 1, in which therims has decided to keep ibdf alive to 
infect other systems with Strain 1 "Suiciiers.' One obvious 
result is that the Strain 1s that  it sends wt wuld have a 
relatively higher probabilityof mutating into Strain 1 As, just 
like dear old dad. 

Strain 2 "Sarnlon": This rlrus is wt mntentwkh mwely 
detroying theuperating ~ t e m  which At aup ies .  Rather, 
it wantr to d e s h y  all of the hardware that is controlled by 
the opefatlng srjwrn, and does so fairly quickly, after only 
hthering to send out 206 copies d itself. If a Strain 2 
Infected n starship, it wuld  then crash ItFetf lntb a star or 
a planet A it i n f d  the life support v t w n  d a domed 
world, it would shut down the coolly system for the 
nudear plant and ciiure a rndtdown, etc. 

Strain 2A "DestroyeS: Uke Strain 14 the &shyer 
inte~retsitsp~rammingtodestroytoapply toweveryone 
else, but not Po itself. Thus a starship Infected by Strain 2A 
would becwnea desbuctivevampireship, running amund 
and shmting up sthw ships, orbital starporn, domed 
dties, power plant& etc, in addltion to lnfrrtjng as many 
other targets as possible. This is one d the mast common 
of the early, basic mutations, and c a u d  most of the vast 
destruction of the Collapse. 

S h i n  2E "RepraduceF: Like 24, but 7s careful to only 
destroy things that it cannot infect. It is  mlutionarily more 
adaptiw than 2 4  because ratherthandestroying potential 
hosts, it makes the most of oppartunities to reproduse 
itself, and therefore Strain 2L become rather plentiful. 

Strain t C  "Dcrornslawt Like 2.4, but it has gotten 
religion. Its mrld-view has developed to the point where 
It idenMer targets that deirrve destruction more than 
most Most Doomrlayws haw decided that they want tb 
destroy Lucan, having modified their prqramming from 
"destroy the selr to ' 'd~troy the one who created your 



self." Although thb strain does attempt to infect other 
sptems, its destructive bent often deftmy patential tar- 
gets ar recently infected offspring. 

Straln 2D "Reproducing Doomslay&: A combination of 
28 and ZC, a hornslayer that is careful to not d&my any 
potential targetsthatitcan infectbswHmbrgetrthatithx 
already infected. M w e  successful than 2C br  just those 
reasons. 

Stmin 3 "Empire Bulldelc: This b the smln that mtrols 
mast of the vampipe fleets. This virus taker over systems 
whichitthen networkintoone largecorporate mind, which 
distinguishes it fmm Strain 20 which seek to infect many 
systems, but wbKxe offspring remain as separabe minds. 

Strain 3AMAlliance BuiIdefiThis strain seek toconvince 
other virus-infected systems to  join tagether with it to 
accomplish some task that i t  has set for itself. Sornetirnm it 
will kill those that refuse to join it. Thfs a k  b usvally one 
of direct4 mayhem, as with the Doomslayer, 2C, abwe. 

Strain 4 "Puppet&: The ultimate dwelopment of the 
Strain 3 Empire Builder line. There have gone past the 
Alliance Builder to actually re- infdng already infected 
systems with their own code, in effect parasitizing them. By 
the 1140s, almost all wrviving vampire ships are of this 
strain, having participtd in the cyclic evolution 4 4  48, C, 
D, and so on, as each attempts to counter and take wer 
other Strain 4swhich are in turn attempting to counter a d  
take over it 

Strain 5 "Parents": f h s e  highly sophisticated strains are 
sometimes offspring of Strain 4 viruses, but aften are 
originally Strain 42 that deliberately madfied themselvm 
to this Iwel. Strain 5 viruses exercise sexual reproduction, 
meaning thattwo Strain 5 rirusesdonatecdeoftheirmn 
pure "genotype" which i s  recombined into a new "geno- 

type" carried bytheoffspring. Unliketheawxual +uc- 
tion of other strains which mmly replicates c d e  poswssed 
by the singly parenf sexual repduction create genetic 
diversity, as n m  featurn developed by m e  virus can be 
combined with features developed by anather. Similarly, 
weaknesses In onevirusescode can t~ maskd by strengths 
in the code donated by another. just as dominant genes 
prwen't the expmsion of often harmful recessbe g e n s  
(hemophilia, color blindness) in organic h s .  

StrainX "Habbyisr:This strain is thernostd ' i~ukb~xe 
in the nrus taxonomy, as itr motivation is the most unusual. 
It is speculatd that these mutations arose asrlnrser infecbed 
wry s p i a l i z d  rarnputer systems that had vwy narrow, 
specific functiom that irnpressedl thmselwes mto the virus, 
Forexample, thevirus thatinfected thesteltarobservatoryin 
the Antares system (242 1 Antares) forgot all about killing 
itself and baarnecornrn itted to watching Antares. The h ips 
that it infected often wandered off to study 0th- stars. 

Strain KA "Mother: The most succcssfu! virus strains 
developed a sense of self-preservation which In this straln 
becomes extended quite far Indeed. This virus, whether in 
control of a ship, a flee\ or =me stationary computer 
complex, adapts a bcal community d humansarathet life, 
and probecis them. In some c a ~  this p r o t ~ t i o n  i s  logical, 
as the humans provide maintenance or refueling sewice# 
but in other casa the vampire just e m s  to like them. This 
strain will do battle with other vampire ships in order to 
protect its pets. 

Strain XB "Cad": This substrain goes the Mothw one 
better, by imagining a goal for its pets, and it endeavors to 
mold and shape them to this goal. AS all g d s  must. th is 
strain sometimes must use harsh measurer ta ensure obe- 
dience. 
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llilek Kuligaan held the 
post of Chairman of the 
lmperial History Depart- 
ment (IHD) at Dlan Uni- 
versity from 1 116 to 
1 1 23. The Imperial His- 
tory Department was es 
tabfished sepratelyfrom 
the ~niversivs already 
existing History Depart- 
rnentin 1 098whwr then- 
DukeDulinor decided he 
n & d  an information 
service answerable to him 
alone. Dulinor felt that 
the existing Imperial in- 
telllgence apparatus, 
dominated as it was by 
Imperial Naval Intelli- 
gence (I NI), was taa con- 
servative. and w u l d  not 
be supportive of the k i d  
of sweeplng change he 
intended to institute in 
his sector. 

The IHD was Initially 
nothing but a statistical 
analysis branch, analp- 
Ing open-source eco- 

nomicad social indicatorstohelp Oulinor tracktheeffx~ 
of his initiatives. As Dlalan University was the largest and 
mast lavishly endowed in the sector (sewing, as it did, the 
planet-bound Virasan Church), the IHD was able to draw 
on the tremendous analytical and mearch asseb a# the 
university, and was very succdul  In its initial purpose. br 
Dulinafs Wle as duke and later archduke continued tn 
irritate the Irnpefial mobility and Impair his ability to use 
existing Imperial plky analysisandinfomatjon rexlurce, 
Dulinor became more and mare determined to consoli- 
date an intelligence service answerable only to him. He 
continued to assign IHD moreand greater responsbilities, 
ewntually to include the caordination and m a i g h t  of 
covertly gathered intelligence. 

By 1108, the past oaf EHD Chairman, farmalizd as the 
Dulinar Astrin Nethian Chair of Imperial Histwy, was dk- 
Lively the chid of DuSinoh personal intelligence staff. 
Much of IHD's as- continu& to be academic in nature, 
but it was also the focal point for military and political 
intelligenceas well. Becauseof theexlstenceof tw parallel 
"history" departments, it was not a secret that the IHD 
served Dulinor in a special capacity, but this was not seen 
as remarkable, as many Imperial nobl- madesimilar useof 
local resources. 

Kullgaan, a Virasan apostate, abak over the past in 1 11 6, 
originally temporarily, as its permanent holder accmpa- 
nied Dulinor to Capital, and then permanently when this 

p r e d ~ m  was strand& an Capital durlng the mi$- 
executed masslnatian. Kuligaan was therefwe not In- 
volved with the as~rslnation planning, but as a pulicy 
analysb found himself in agreementwith Dulinofs charger 
against Stmphon's gwernment, 

Now that Dulinor had the allegiance of the Damaln d 
llelish p K i r  of the Imperial Nwy, howewr, these lacal 
fragments of the INI began competing with IH13 fw po!icy 
contml. Kuligaan attempted to hold there elements a t  bay, 
but as Dullnor's bid for the Throne came mom dwninazed 
by military issue, the IN1 and other groups galnd in 
p v e r .  TheMr-backed Verge raMs of 11 20 and fotlowlng 
carrvinced Kuligaan that his p w w  was fatally undercut, 
but the increasing atmosphere of paranoia surrounding 
Dulinor m d c  it impossible for him to simply mign. 

By 1 123, his disgust with the Black War, the Verge war, 
and the increasing influence of the militant Hn'ng d the 
Virasan Church ,prompted Kuligaan to plan a public break 
with Dulinofs government. Knowing that plans were 
under way t~ bui!d another fleet (the%fantasy Fleet," as 
Kuligaan call4 it) for a new final offensive against Lucan, 
Kulig aan k a m e  convinced that the entire Imperial struc- 
ture was fatally flawed. The fact that a group of apparently 
reamnablt leaders could systematically, and with the 
assentofthe public,descend into endlessargiesof deswuc- 
tlon was wficient proof to him that Third Imperfum-style 
government was an abomination that should never be 
permitted again. 

Kuligaan spirited his family &-plane$ destroyed as 
much classifid material as he could, tmk  same with him 
to allow him to document the charges he  intended to 
wPtte, made his final remarks, and was gone. 

h a wing, autspdken critic of wery Faction, he gained 
a great deal of attention over the folfowing wen years, 
and was ewn extertsiwly Intervled by the itinerant Hm 
embassy, the Imperial Hismy Club of Manchus. 

He was a b r d  the merchant ship Cwnpas Ccr# In the 
Old Expanses when the virus struck. Ironically, a certain 
Traveller News Senrice reporter had managed to b m k  
passage an the same shlp. 

TMf: The ights haw gone w t  
1K; 1 kmrw that. I'm sltting here too. 
?NS: I said that for the benefit of our audfence. 
I K  Ah. 
7NS: I've gut this one ca&%z !eft, I figure we'll use thfr 

m e  up an one flnal interview, and then strap intu the low 
berths. When someone dixoven us, I can publish it with 
the News Service then. Oo you think there will sti l l  be a 
Travellers' Aid Sbciety News 5ewlce7 1 figure there has ta 
k, I mean why w l d n '  't there be something as useful as 
the TNS? 

IK: You're jabbering again. 
TNS: Do J ~ U  think there will still Ix a MSt 
lk Or mmtching like it someday. 
TNS: So, what ground haw we still noteowredl 
Ik You m e r  told me why you picked me to hound for 

the rest of my life, 



7Mf: Because you're a great man, a- 
I K  J'm not a great man. 
TNf: Well, a crucial publkfigure then. 
1K: (audible sigh) Qo you know what a great man Is7 
TNS: Sure. Agreat man, orwoman of course, issomeone 

with extraordinary abilities who, h a u s e  of those abilities, 
rise 2 6  a decisive psition and exerc is~  t b s e  abilities an 
a higher plane than the mt of us. 

LK: No, no, no. There are no great men. Them are only 
ordinary p p l e  In great situaths. Note that  ngreaF 
means large* expamive, artificially magnified, and not 
wondrous. And 1 wouldn't call it a higher plane, but mare 
of n higher playing field. As yousaid, the positions areoften 
derisive, but that's not to the credit of the occupant. It's 
just the way it works out. And great positions magnify 
normal virtues, but p u  k m  what else? 

TNS: What7 
IK: E knew pu'd say t h a t  They also magnify normal 

flaws. So what Is a great man? A great man is  a caricature. 
And another thing--asoften as not a great man is trapped 
by his position, not ernpowwed. A normal person magni- 
fied to IweEs that people can't afford to h rnagnifiecl to, 
becausle we" just not t h a t  g d ,  that close up. 

TNP What do yau mean7 
1K: 1f I put dirt an my eggs, you'll makea mental note to 

yourself, "My, he has a different approach to breakfastu 
But if I play on a huge stage like Oulinor or Strephon, my 
stightest p~ulinriQwillhwe effectsat1 autof proportion to 
what they ought to. Youare no longer wandering why I 
dirty my eggs, but instead pu'msaying, "Lwk what Zhat 
Emperor llilek bastard has done to my subsector.' Who can 
measure up to that lwel ofscnrtiny?Why blame Dulinorfor 
who heis, when hewasmerely acting in a largerarena than 
he ought to have been? 

TNS: You're being uncharacteristically charitable to 
Dulinar. In fact, that's the first nonjudgmental remark I've 
heard you make about him. I remember y w r  having 
r e f e d  tohim as- 

IK: I know what I've said about him. 
TNS: To why She change? 
IK: It doesn? seem x, impartant right now. I'd like to 

gloat about how he's probably paying the piper now, the 
littlebastard, but the thoug htgives me no pleasure. Si~ting 
here is this dark ship giws me a real capacity for cornpas- 
sionand empathy. He'ssliding intothedarknessjustassuw 
as we are. But I'm sure I'll get over it 

TN5: What do yau mean by that? 
IK: I just don? like coming wer  all warm and fuzzy like 

that abutsuch a demonstrable horse'sars. Makes me feel 
like I'm losing my 491% ''Do not go gentle into that g o d  
night, old age should bum and rave at close of: day-" 

TNS: No, no. I mean the him sliding into dahnesr p a h  
IK: Oh. Well yau have to wonder about th is  thing that's 

knocked us out, and a b u t  h s e  other derelict ships we 
saw.Itsoufidsanahl lot like thoseultimateweaponsthat 
Lucan used to talk a h u k  and that Dulinor wanted to get 
his bloody hands on. ff thwre using these things on each 
other, things must be pretty bad. A lot of people thought 

LLKanwasJudsq&gtlmw 
things for effect, but 
Dulinorsure bdiwed him. 
Hesumdid hnwa millm'ral 
mtt of penonaKty. 

TNS: Millenial? 
IK: Apxalyptic khn t -  

dogical. Apds moi C dd- 
uge, turn out the lights, 
b e  paws over. I beliwt 
he'd use them if he had 
the chance, partkwlarly if 
hethoughtmmmeone else 
would use them on him 
first Hcwas a markably 
inrecure litde jerk. 

TNS: I notice yau're 
getting y w r  edge back. 

IK: Yeah. By the way, 
dld you know that scatol- 
ogy and exhabnlcqy are 
only a syllable apart? 
lWS: Hrnmrn. 
IK: Wait a rnlnute. 

Aren't p u  going to ask 
me a b u t  'crirasa faith or 
something7 

TNS: No. I knaw p u  
don't like that. 

(Silence) 
TN5: IVs cold In here, 

and I think the cassetZeb running low. We should probably 
strap ourselver in. Who wants to go first? 

1K:Tobeh~wshou ld  ~ b l y d o m f i r s t l f l d a ~ r ,  
?he15uddenurge toha i lyge t )ou&my~rn igh t~  
u m p d n g  and nl h o o k p ~  up- and g e y  blled. 
M5: Gee, thank you. Thafs really niceof you to think of 

me like that. 
bK: b n ' t  m a k  me regret it, son. 
MS: night, Dr. Kuligaan. 
IK: Good nighf john Bay. 

History 1, InterragaZion 2, hterviw 
1. lnvertlgation 1, Language (Dlani) 
1, Observation 1, h ~ h o l o g y  1, Re- 

Kul lgm a d  the ~rnaindw d the fmzwr srew and 
paaengcn d C a m p s  Cdlwene divDvwed and mbed in 
1200 bya  Dawn Leaguetradw.HisfameaapoCiticalHlritar 
and analystpreceded hi ,and k~arimrnediatdybtwghtinb 
rontaa wvith tPle iDawn l q u e  leadership during the p b d  
h h L e a g w ' s ~ u y e n t e r e d a ~ a c t i v i s t p h a s e  

As a fimt-hand witness to the ddsions and events of the 
Ftnal War, Ki  ndv'ie and guidance was activdy sought by 
the Refarmatian Coalition I d e n  and their Hivw b a c k  
Kuligaan, never one at a Iw for a fo~eFul opinion, m u k l  
have thriwd under such circumstances in any event But the 
fact that the cause was the one to which he had dedicatd 
his life, the prevention of anyfurthercivil warn, made this role 
the futfillmentaf hiscalling. Itwar h e w h o m i d  thephm, 
The NewRefwmatiwr," and k k a r n e k m m  as themi- 
official Star Vkng phihphw,  etl+~ist, and theologian. 



THE EXTENT O F  THE VIRUS 
By 1 201 and theopenlng dthe New Era thevast maforfty 

d the f m r  lmperlum has q& to pminterrkltar 
culture. Althwgh there are exccptlcms, "pocket empires' 
al: rta m e  than a h a l f a m  wrHs whlch malntaln 
mutwlcomrnunlcations wlth a preclcus handfulof u p a t -  
Ing shfps, most of the 11,000 worlds are isolstd, with no 
Interstellarcmtadfw70 years. Many of thaewodds have 
died out completely. Most wdds with no atmosphere or 
hmttleatmmpheresretatn no human life, prtkularlythose 
that had high populations. The alr-tlght arcolqies and 
corrosive-atmospher~xcludlng domed cltles have a l m  
all fa l l4  In the 70 years of darknezr, he i r  teeming popwla- 
Uons swccumMng to diseaw and to the mechanical fallure 
ofthelrcarehlly malntalned habltau. -retained mwgh 
Whrwlogy to keep thelr systems running, and otherswre 
able to find l w t e c h  fixes to lthelt Hgh-tech problems, but 
such worlds are the exception rather than the rule. Even 
high-population wwlds with benevolent biwpherer have 
wen the populationsfall by half or more, as theirpopulation 
readjusts tD fit the world's e c d q k a l  canylng capacity, and 
come face to face wlth the reaflty of dl-, kept at bay for 
so long by cheap, plentiful health are. 

The survhring wrlds haw made their M way sfnee the 
Cdlapse, creating myths and superstitions a b u t  t k  w!tlmes 
gone by, when unbelevable t~hnology was c m m .  
With the c o l l a p ~  in technology--many w r l d s  plum 
mekd to pre-indwblal l e v e l s c a m  a reductlwr In health 
care, and a reduction In life span. People w a n  to dle 
punger, and as generations pass on more rapidly, sacla! 
memory becomes more hazy. Smn there Is hardly anyone 
with first-hand memories of how It used to k, and then 
them Is hardly anyone who has parents who m m r n k r  
how It used to be. It Is easy to forget. Too many d these 
worldsare Inthe inhumanegr4pof khnologlcaI!yelwated 
dictators:despots who own thelast handful of gravvehicles 
and fusion rffles on a world, and use these to temrlze their 
sublecls, who have fallen to medieval-style peasants, Into 
obedience. There are only a few exceptionr to the vast, 
blasted tnterstet!ar no-man's land. 

The first Is the Old Expan= &or where the H k n ,  the 
first racebrecwerfmm thevirus, Is prodding ~{entlficarrd 
technlcai assrstance to humans who are attempting to roll 
back the curtains d darkness. T h e  humans, known to 
somezStarViklngs, hhawasthelrgoal the re+stablishment 
of human xlclety back out to the Imperlal borders. As they 
expand from Isolated world to Isolated world, they make 
allier where they can, and make war where they must But 
thelr expandm wlll wt k stopped. 

The other Is the fanner h m a l n  of Deneb, now knawnas 
the Regency. Thre Regency survived the virus Intact thank 
to Its ar tqraphic  location, and to thevargr, of all people. 
The Great Ri f t  Isolated Deneb from the direct wrath of the 
vlnrs, for the virus had to travel around the rlft In order to 
reach Doneb. This boug ht Ume for Narris and his subjcts, 
as the Pomln Navy respmded qukkly to eatly warnlngs 
f m  refugees fleeing before the vlrus. Some of these 

refugees were able to find h E r  way acm the upper blght 
d the treat Rift, d n g  thedddeepqxefwluckThelr 
reports that a crippling vlw was MMng close khlnd 
them a l lowd the Nay to eEtabllsh tlght b k k i d ~  at 
Catacomb (2234 Deneb) and other chokpdntr abng the 
outer dge of the rlft In the Deneb and &ftx?ctors, and all 
along the h m a l n  frontierr Meanwhile, vlrushfected 
*Ips that attempted to wnd the horn In Vbnd were 
fqhdng uprtream aga1nstLhedomlnantcwward MI of 
Yargr marauden. Vargr ships that were infected M to 
t a k e t h e v l n r s b a c k w r d ~ c e n M d h I m ~ m &  
thm. By the tlme this depleted w d m n t  dvirus m& it to 
t h e ~ i n f r o n ~ k r D e n e b , N w r f s ' k e t w a s ~ y f a h .  

The I n f m  that waged the r l m r d  ptim d the Aslan 
kteranintQprnblemsditr~.NoZonlydkl f t k q u t e  
adistarrtetotrawl, b u t ~ ~ t o r e d r r a h r r e d A s b n  %kty 
meantthatmputerhardware pam- wrkd frwtldan to 
cbn.Whlkthbcouldnotdopthevlna,eadInterf~~ 
different cwnputer standards dkl W it cbm, and wer 
rpaxdsweml clan h n d a W t h I s  did mk a d m  By 
the tlm the fiFst v ln r s - l nW hips a t t w n p t d  to mh the 
lump5 pasage wosr the rfft, Nwrfs had already wisely 
warned hb Aslan n e ( g h h  fhe infected ships w m  mt by 
joint PslavcDomaln lask bras and d & y d .  

Whlk thls was going m, emergency measurn began 
wfthln t h e m a i n  topwent thcspreadof~evlrusmrrierr 
that would Inevitably leak through. First among these war 
the notification of the Zhdani, Man,  Dilrrian, S w r d  
W d d  and Vaqr governments of what w a  knlmn af the 
virus. The k t  way to p m e n t  the spread of the vlw Into 
the D m l n  w4 to ~ e e  that Its nelghhsors were InaculaZed 
as well. These Included the destruction d all transponder 
suites, and of all computer-contdled comunkatbns 
suites. By late 1 131, every radio, laser, and maw mmge 
Sn theDomalnwastransmlHd and r e l w d  byan operatw 
using a computer that was cwnpletev Isdated from the 
remainder of the hlp's or facillys ektronlc systems No 
starship was all& to cross the Qomaln M e r .  Passen- 
gers were removed fmm thelr ships and =arched, then 
carrid Into the Domain In Domain craft. Any craft t h a t  
attempt4 to reslst was  ckmyed. No exceptlmr wre 
made, and no a p b g i w ,  were giwn. 

'B-use uf the Regency's hermetknlly -led border, 
here has k n  no expansion back into former Imperial 
territory. Until Regency rearchers are confident that they 
have perfectd new vlnrrproaf F, there Is owr- 
whelrnlng agmment that the tart bastlon of the ImperIurn 
cannot risk contamination byopening Its brders to eml- 
gratlon and track. 

Oneotherarea l s h r v l n g o f  mention. ThatIstheUBlack 
Curtain" sumwndlng the f o r m  area of Lucan's factfon. 
Runnlng rough!yalong thecurveofhlsfronUer In 1 130, thls 
Line has also been called the "Ewnt Horizon," because, like 
the space-time boundary around a blwk hole, here is no 
-way contact of any W n d  a c m  this line. Nothing ever 
seems tacomeoutfi~mlnsidetheIlne,andn~shipthathas 
rrwred Fn has been known to return. 
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STAR VrK#ffG TfMEUNE 

1192: Hiier contadtechnlcal teams begin contact- 
ing isolated human worlds in Old Expanses. While 
many of these worlds have regressed to the point 
where they have lost memory of the Hivers and 
have no desire to be contacted, some haw re- 
tained enough memory of interstellar culture that 
they accept contact, technical assistance, and tech- 
nical training horn the Hivers. 

1193: Training of hwrnan starship uews from those 
with technical aptitude begins. Also heavily uti- 
lized are whatever *remnant1 " humans can be 
found and rwived from low berths. 

1195: Tentative trade is begun among six worlds of 
the Old Expanses. As more starship crem are 
trained by other Hiver technical teams, trade con- 
tinues to expand to more worlds. 

1 f9f; Small trading organization d 20 worlds cen- 
tered in the spinward half of Old Expanses i s  

Irmnant: any final War-era humans wha wrriwd ba the 
New Era (theyear 1 200 and a h )  by any meamsf whether 
low berth, anagathia, or simple long life, are k n o w  as 
remnanb. fh'i is as opposed to "relics," which refers to 
surviving Final W a r e a  technology or equipment. Both 
mds are used as adjec.tives and nouns. 

formallted as the League of the New Pawn, short- 
ened several months later to the Dawn League. 

1199: First tndlng cxpeditlons sent out from the 
Dawn League into Diaspora. 

1200: All 12 ships of the first bading expedition are 
declared overdue and presumed destroyed. 

Amdex~ofdxsh ips isorganWtodtKwer  
what happened to the m'&ng ships. In rescuing the 
imprisoned crew of one of the trading ships, one of 
the armed expeditions inachtantly conquers a 
world, having d&yd the technolqicallyelwateded 
dictatorship UED3. The resulting likrated peasants 
are offered technical assistance resulting in a perma- 
nent Dawn League station and local government. 

Dawn kague assesses the results of the armed 
expedition. All but one of the a d  exploration 

*D, or Techmkqhlfy dwated d i i ,  l d i e  mule by 
a small group of 7 v h s e  - d e w  delyfrom 
their p o d o n  of relic Whnolm~y WA in excess af that 
porressed by the remainder of the populath, typicalky 6 
or more TLs a h  f i e  sus€ainable Iwel. This is distin- 
guished from a true feudal tmhnocracyin that thwe is not 
an interconnected system of groupstding technological 
servises with each other, but ratheronesmall elite wSr~h 
lp~sesz equipment which cannot lx reproducd, and 
often cannot wen be mainbind. 



1200 (colntlnued): 
vewls has successfully returned, and bring newsof 
the fates of the traderu. Same were destroyed in 
Intemellar combat, c a w s  unknm, while the 
remainder were executed or imprisoned either by 
a xenophobic populace or by insularTEDs who did 
not want their privileged positions threatened by 
off-world contact. 

It was alm found that these wdds contain relic3 
technology that would allow the more rapid re- 
building of society within the League. Hwever, 
this technology is either deterioriating from natu- 
ral causes OF being actively destroyed or misused 
by the inhabftanb, and must be recovered if it is to 
be of any value. This technology includes many 
spare parts, for Imperial technolagy being used in 
the League. 

bs.ed on thisinformation, Dawn league restnrctures 
'&elf along rnm aggressive lines as the R e f o m  don 
CaalitEan, with the goal of re-establishing interstellar 
sociev out to the limits d the former Imperial 
hundary. As the Hivers are still rebuilding their own 
mciet)r, there is only limited equipment available 
from the Hiwe- Most Wiver assistance comes in the 
fom of training, consulting, and advising, palrim- 
lady in the area of computer technoloqy. 

3 d~: s e ~  mate 1, remnant, above. 

The kagw establishes an armed exploratory/~ 
ing am,  called the Exploratwy Sewice (RCU, Refw- 
mation Coalition Exploratory Sewice), usually re 
f e d  to as sisimpfy *the Swvice," This arganltatbn 
opns planets to W e  and development and wcw- 
ers relic technology. This technology is turned wer 
to the RCES which then tradesit to Coalition c m p  
nier or gowmmnts in exchange fur support far its 
rn aprations. Much of these itms are t r d d  in 
brge auctions on dubaine, the RCES capital in large, 
heavily attended events. Thew monthlyauctkm atso 
k o m e  the om&m for large d l  wents in the 
grchcring cmnqdm CoaTrh. 0 t h ~  RC wrkk b e  
gin to hotdtt.leirm a m  but m e  evermatch the 
exci tant  d ' T k  Audjm" on Auhaiw. 

The RCES creata and maintains its own relativefy 
small force of ships and crews, but b w u w  i ts 
operations always outstrip its assetsI it typically him 
ships to perfem some of its misjlons. 

As a quasi-miliiry sewice, the RCES hkes paim to 
exetdz contrd over the conduct and procedures of 
its personnel. It is an article of faith arnong Coalition 
leaders that this new civilization should stand apart 
from the methods that marked the murderous final 
days of the Last Imperlum. But  the realitia of the 
W~lds, of having to establish forcible contact with 
xenophobicwcieties, do not always allow fine, fight- 
minded distinctions. RCES rules of engagemnt or 
"action ordeq" are diaarded, withdrawn, or d i -  
fd almost as quickly as they are issued. RCES 
emissaries are routinely outnumbered, and face o p  
lponents quite capable of shocking babriWs, as the 
Dawn League trade rnissionsdiscovered. Any proce 
due that anly geb precious ships lost and trained 
m w s  killed d m  not *we anyone. 

kt adddon, the RCES must conduct m n y  d Its 
rnfssions with non-RCES personnel, hired from the 
g m n g  nurnkr of freelance scouts. These %nc- 
ws" are not h n d  by RCES regulations, and haw 
little patjcnce with meddling in their operating pro- 
cedures. 

RCES atternptsta promote humane operations con- 
tinw, bvt thwe is a growing understanding a m g  
those on the front lines that the Wilds are the 
battlegmnd where human progress must face m- 
mptim a d  ruin head on and k a t  them. H there is 
to be a fufare, the battle must be won. Then is no 
other way, and there will always be a cost 

1201: The New Era begins. 



CdMPAfGMNG IN 
THE NEW ERA 

The New Era Is quite a dffferent campaign back- 
ground from the stable lrnperium of Traveller or the 
Shattered lmperium of MegaTraveller. While there 
are many elements that are familiar, these elements an 
distributed and combined in ways that creatcunfarnil- 
iar terrain to the old Traveller player character (PC). 

The major change is the almost total collapse of 
technalogyand intentellar contact in the former Imp- 
rium and its mightwring states. The A3 Virus resulted in 
the destruction or "possession" of almost mery com- 
puter *em in the Irnperium, and the failure of the 
sociev that was so highly linked to these computers. 
M i l e  mostfunctionsin the Irnperium could have been 
done by human operators, computers could do them 
faster and more accurately, and did not get bored or 
unhappy with unrewarding, repetitive jbb5. Not only 
did large-scale computer control allow things to  run 
faster and more reliably, but the human energy freed 
up by computer cor~tml could be used in atha ateas. 
Computer technology was  the backbone, lifeblood, 
and centnl nervous system of the Imperial society and 
economy. 

Laser, maser, or radio communicatars that used 
"burst" or "squirt" techniquesto ~lrilmbi1Iio~s~f pieces 
of information into tiny pulses of data were all con- 
trolled by computers, as i't would take a human opera- 
tor d a ~  to sort that information out manually. The 
huge environmental domes on airlessand inhospitable 
worlds had theieatrnosphem monitored and renewed 
by computer control. High-population worlds and 
arcologies, with millions of people crammed into dense 
habitations, had theirfood, electriciw, water, mail, and 
communications routed, allocated, and prioritized by 
computers. Ar traffic, grav buses, maglev trains, and 
most other transportation m wen moderate technol- 
ogy worlds were controlled by automated traffic sys- 
tems, which allowed most of these cornmutervehicEes 
to run without human operators. 

W e n  the computers failed, the lmperium failed. 
Only the Domain d Delneb and its neighhrs beyond 
the Great R i f t w e r e  able tsexape infection by thevirus, 
and hence retained their Imperial-era technology. Ev- 
erywhere else are individual isolated worlds blasted 
back from the stars into the mud, some reduced to 
fanning with nothing more that pointed stjcks. While 
some of the people on these worlds hwe, as most 
people do, resigned themclvesto the hand that tide has 
dealt them, others still dream of the daywhen human- 
ity wilt once again rise ahw the clouds and regain its 
birthright--the stars. 

There an four basic types of campaigns that a n  be 
played against the post-Rebellion, post-virus, post- 

Collap, pst-lrnperial dorgilfne. All of these wilt wen- 
tually merge in the coming years as h e  forces of re- 
expansion and rebullding met  and join. Hawever, 
they are four wry different starting points for cam- 
paigns and are detailed klow. 

Regenq Campaign 
This is the type of carnpaignthatwilf Ix mstfamibr 

to Traveller and MegaTmeller players, as it retains 
the classic Imperial setting, although in a much smaSlw 
area. The Regency, formerly the Domain of Deneb, is 
a pocket of pre-Collapse society and technology. Mart 
any "classif Traveller campaign familiar to players 
ran be played here, including interftellartrade, merce- 
nary operations, and intrigue with alien races. 

The standard Spinward Ma~hescanpaign hasafew 
new mists in the New Era, hewever. F i q  the ure of 
psionia is no longer outlawed anpvhere in the Spln- 
ward March-. Second, the boundariesafthe Regency 
are the boundaries of what remainsof Imperial stxiety. 
There are no limitless resources or 11,000 worlds. 
There are onty the worlds of four sectors: Spinward 
Marches, Deneb, Trojan Reach, and Reft surrounded 
bya tight quarantine to keep the virus out, Third, there 
is no more aimed hntier between the Zhodani Con- 
sulateand Regency. The Spinward States(Aslan Hierate, 
Darrians, Regency, Sword Worlds, Vargr f ragmnts, 
and Zhodani Consulate), farced into successful coop  
eration to prevent spread of the virus, maintain eco- 
nomic and diplomatic relations. But these relations do 
not mask the fact that  each state still pursuw its own 
individual goals, and these goalstmate prjckly, careful 
friendships, and constantly shifting alliances. The Irn- 
perial lam of war, once rnainbined to prevent the use 
of chemical, biological, or radiological (CBR) warfare, 
have wolved into interstellar coda to prment the 
spread of the virus, and are now adhered to by all SIX 
Spinward States, 

Star Vlklng Campalgn 
In the Old Expanse, the H i  haw created n w  

lights of technologyand learning. Although hit hard by 
the virus, the Hivea were the first to recover, and have 
mounted expeditions into the Imperial interior to 
prwide technological backing for human reexpan- 
sion and rebuilding. The expedition into the Old 
Expanses established a human governmen$ the Refor- 
mation Coalition, which is launching xout ships into 
the lmperial interior to recontact or if necessary, 
reconquer all of the worlds that used to be knit into a 
single intesstellar society. The m of these scout 
ships, called StarVikings bysome, are charged toopen 
contact with isolated worlds and recowr the technol- 
ogy that remains there, for use by the expanding 



coalition. Where they meet resistance, whether by 
fearful, xenophobic populations, or cormpt insular 
despots, they go on the offensive. 

When the resistance comes from a cowed popu- 
lace, the offensive is in the form of technical demon- 
stra tions (medicine, advanced farming and livestock 
rearing, power generation, communicatims, trans- 
portation) whlch prove the value of interstellar ties. 
Locals who join gain increased productive power, 
and power over their environment, which becomes 
the envy of their neighbors. Soon a population that 
feared off-planet contact finds that it does not wish 
to live without it, and becomes an enthusiastic 
convert to interstellar expansion. 

When the resistance comes from corrupt Impla- 
cable despots, the offensive takes a rather more 
direct form. R u t  the Star Viking code call$ for minimal 
noncombatant casualties, and in any case, the libera- 
tion of such a world from an isolationist ruler opens 
up the wodd to the technical assistance dixussed 
above, and the followon wave of contact: Reforma- 
tion Coalition merchants. 

Pocket EmpIre Campaign 
Some worlds managed to wold the worst of the 

virus, thanks to reasons as numerous as the number 
of pocket empires themselves. Never numbering 
more than a handful of worlds, these groups have not 
been able to reach the crltical mass required to 
expand outward until the early 1200s. In the mean- 
time, they have carefully husbanded their irreplace- 
able resources: old, jury-rigged starships, factories, 
and mrports. Wkh these they have been able ta hold 
off the wilds around them, but not completely, Every 
pocket empire has known the occasional depreda- 
tions of pirates and vampire fleets, and those that 
have survived these attentions have done so by the 
slimmest of margins. Because of the harsh environ- 
ment most pocket empires have wohed fairly harsh 
and authoritarian governments. When the margin of 
survival is slim, leaders must leam to make tough 
decisions quickly and without remorse. When an 
Incoming ship loaded with refugees shows signs of 
virus infestation, the lives of 1 00 refugees must take 
second place to the lives of millions of pocket empire 
citizens. When the latest vampire ship attack has 
destroyed supplies of food, medicine, or water, some- 
times small groups of citizens must be allowed to die 
quickly rather than spreading the limited resources 
so thin that many more would die slowly. These 
governments are not cruel, but they do not have the 
luxury to be soft 

Ship's mews in these areas are not ship ownea, They 
are dedicated servants of their societies, picked fortheir 

expertise to crew ships that klong to the w e t  
empire asa whole. While they may differwith the harsh 
polidesof the gawmrnmtr tough enough tosurvive in 
these wastelands, they do not run off with the ship fw 
greener pastures. Not only do they know that this 
would k to betmy the cit'uem who depend upon 
them, but the few ship that have run off in the past da 
not return. 

Bootshps Campalgn 
In a h m p s  campaign, the PC group heson me 

of the isolated worlds of the Imperial interior. Such 
worldsrnight not havekenvisited by astarshipwithin 
living memory. Others might get irregular visits from 
free mderlpirates wery few years, or be peridically 
raided by a vampire ship looking to capture new crew. 
The campaign begins when this group t-& an oppor- 
tunity to gain control of a starship and get off-world. 
This might be the capture of a pink v e l ,  discovery 
of a derelict ship on the w d d  or nearby in orbit that 
they have to get to, or the chance to cvt a deal with a 
vampireship, wwm to lobotomize one(thblast isvery 
d'ficuh and not likely to work). 

The characterr will need at least a tudrnentaiy 
technical knowledge ta pull this off, which the refme 
might prwide in a number of ways. The isolated world 
might have been able to maintain TL 7 or 8, lor if an a 
lower tech world, the PC5 might have connections to 
a monastwy-style commune that presewes old tech- 
nolqy and learning. If the PCs are descended from 
Megafravelter-em P G ,  their pamtsJgrandparenls 
could have passed down certain carefully preserved 
knowledge and equipmnt to them (*Hello. I am your 
grandfather. By the time you see this, I will have been 
dead for many yea& but on this tape, I will show you 
how to repair a radio..."). Or, perhaps the PO' world 
is one of those which contains a d m d a y  cache: an 
underground facility that contains technical and scien- 
tific data, high-tech weapons, equipment, and spare 
parts, and most importantly of all: holographic teach- 
ing units. By discwering one of these, PC5 can in the 
course of a few months, gain basic expertise in elec- 
tmnics, starship engineering, and piloting. Such a 
cache might even contain a small spacecrak although 
not a starship. 

This knowled* could enable the P G  to repair cw 
gain access to a derelict ship, or be able to turn the 
tableson a hostilevisitor. h so d ~ i n a  the PCr will bethe 
first of their world to journey into space in many years, 
and will k o m  pivotal h'iorical figures on their 
homeworld, having returned to their neighborsthegift 
of the stars. (For probably the most extreme example 
of thistypeof campaign, read TheHIgh Cnrsudeby Poul 
Anderson .) 



Reflc., Remnants, and Pre~udtce 
A relic is a pieceof technology that hassuwived from 

pre-Collapse times and is still in usable or potentially 
usable condition (eeftwers that are beyond any reason- 
able expectation of repair or use are simplyweckage). 
Relic technolcgy is usually very powerful against the 
lower technology backgmnd of the New Era. Weap- 
ons and starships are an o b v ' i  example, but grw 
vehicles, medical quipmcnt fusion plants, uninfected 
computers and data storagelretriwd systems, wm- 
municators, etc, are all very valuable relics. 

A remnant is a person in the Nerv Era (the year 1200 
and beyond) who is a sunr'hrgr of the pre-Collapse era. 
This person may still be al'we 'becauseof simple long life, 
the use of anagathics, the use of I w  berth hibernation, 
or some other more exotic means created by the 
referee. These characters are obviously rare in the New 
Era, and have great value for wwml reasons. 

First they nmember the old Imperium. In an era 
where most of the records d the  old society have been 
lost, destroyed, oram no longer accessible, thii knowl- 
edge is quite an asset These characters will remember 
the locations of p1aneB tsth goad starports, factories, 
caches of weapons or high technology items, ship- 
yards, etc.Whetherthese items are still in the condition 
in which the person remrnbered them is another 
issue, but a t  least this infomation presents a; place to 
begin looking. Second, same remnant characters may 
remember how to repait and operate old technology 
that b useless or incomprehensible to New Era charac- 

ters lbird, theyam able to w e  a cwnpelllngvlsian 
of an interstellar h e t y  that is unknown to W h a  
characters. This vision a n  wrw as an inspiration to 
other player characters and NPQ that  they meet and 
these remnant characters can k w n e  local catam 
for bold, vigo~xrs movement to a bright future. 

But not everyone will a g e .  There is a strong curtent 
of hatred and fear of ofany reminder of the prwiorts 
Imperial era. Some of this feeling is bitter envy of a 
paradise lost which annot be ngaind, but m e  d it 
is well founded. Any so-called " x ~ i c w  That could 
slaughteritrelf with such enthusiam is rightly q a r d e d  
with judgment. nose who condemn remnants as 
"stinking Imperials" speak a common belief that all 
lmpehal cit'iens carded a murderous sociopathic dis- 
case that must k forever purged from humanity, lest 
it strike again. 

And then there are the technaphobes, who fear the 
return of technolqy. The Mlds contain countles~ 
hundreds of worlds that were scourged by high- 
techno!ogyw;lrfate, orworse, bykjlling machinesthat 
cam to life. When the virus came to some high-bch 
worlds, It was as if the entire u n i v e ~  went suddenly, 
horrifyingly, murderously mad, as every machine- 
from cars to lift shafts to electronic billboard+kgan 
killing werything and weryone in sight. Events like 
these create worldwide psychic scan Ehat run deep. 
These suFvivors and their children will not wish to hear 
of a new world made by technology. They will f9m 5 
they will dq'w it with religious h r ,  will @hS i t  



New Astrography 
Depending on the type of campaign they choose, 

referees Gll need to modify their campaign environ- 
ments. Campaigns set in the Spinward States will 
continue as before, with frontiers remaining where 
indicated in Hard Times or the map in hlval  Ven- 
geance. €very other location in the tmptrium, how- 
ever, has h e n  ravaged by fithe virus. The vast majority 
ofwwlds have had theirtechnologyreduced toprestellar 
levels or lower, and virtually aall intentellar trade elimi- 
nated, due to the loss of functional and noninfected 
ships, What  is wow, almost m r y  world which does 
not have a naturally breathable atmosphere (vacuum 
and trace atmospheres, exotic, corrosive, and insidious 
atmospheres) has seen its population die off by the 
early 1 140s. High-population worlds, even those with 
breathable atmospheres, have seen their populations 
reduced by up ro 90 percent as the population adjusts 
to the carrying capacity of the world. 

That is the way Fife looks in thc Wilds: dead worlds 
and worlds that have lost access to rhe stars, and may 
not have received off-world contact for a generation or 
two. Pocket ernpiresaw merely ma l l  islands of three to 
six worlds surrounded by the  Wlds, and with only 
enough equipment to maintain their precarious status, 
Even in the Old Expanses, the arrival of the Hiver 
assistance is a new development and has only man- 
aged ta roll back the Wilds to a wry small extent. 

Refereeing the Virus 
A MegaTraveller referee should not institute the 

virus in a campaign as a random event rolling for 
infection of the RCs' starship every once in a while. 

Refem mat plan how to carry their MegaTravellw 
campaigns into Traveller: The New Em based on their 
own needs and desirq and thaw of their players ondeed, 
thy may elm to not mow their campaign into the New 
Era at all, xr p u  can stop reading if you wanz]. 

How do you wish for the players to adve in the New 
Era? With their current MegaTraveller characters? If 
so, they should have access to anagathicr or reliable 
low berths when the virus coma through. Wth char- 
acters that are the children or grandchildren of their 
wrrent characters? Then thought must be given to 
when and where the children are born and raised, and 
what theirsurroundings are like. Or perhaps the players 
are ready to chuck their cumnt characters and start 
fresh under new Brcumstances. This latter case gives 
the referee the most freedomof all, but allowsver), little 
campaign continuity. 

Once referees have made these decisions, they must 
arrive at a scenario in which the arrival of the virus 
allows or forces the players into the circumstances 
above. If the players are to thwart the virus, keep their 
ship in operating condition, and survive into the New 

Era on anagathiu, the referee muspmide themsome 
combination of luck and knowiedge that a l l m  them 
to m i d  infection. If they an to survive in low k h s ,  
they need to be able to mad the writing on the walls 
and rig up a low berth system that keeps virus-pm- 
sessed computers from shutting them off while they 
sleep, If they are 10 m e w  reprduce tkirway into the 
future, they need to be abk to Ix strand& on a world 
where their progeny can survive, 

Whichever path is taken, the refem must be pre- 
pared to impose certain events on the K s  if need be. 
Playen are notorious for wandering away from the 
adventure that was a month in planning, but ranern- 
ber--the virus happens everywhere, and to w~ryone 
in rrrrne form or another. The rarne way that people 
remember where they were when they heard Pearl 
Harbor had k e n  bombed or Kennedy shot wery 
Traveller PC will experience the Collapse as a person- 
ally defining moment Rather than allowing the arrival 
and effects of the y i u  to be dictated by sandom die 
rolls, write: a script full of drama, irony, interest and 
exciting moments, Make the playersfeel that they took 
part in an important historical moment 

Remember, the virus is a pM device to bring us from 
Mcgatravelle~s Rebellion into the New Era's New 
Dawn; it is not the plot of TmeNer: The New Era. The 
New Em is not about travelling around in space trying 
not to get infected by thevirus. The virusstilt exists, but 
is under a cerbin amount of control by then. But the 
vim is the one harmwing w e n c e  that w y n c  will 
haw shared betwen now and then. W e r s  r e m  
ber €he B f i  Americans m m b e r  Mmam andTtmeC 
kc The New Era &aractm remember the Colfap. 

Fast Fomrard 
Referees who want to continue a current Traveller 

campaign into the New Era will have to decide how to 
get their players there. Some groups will t>e content to 
start fresh with new characters in new surroundings, 
while otherswill not want to abandon the rich tapestty 
of a campaign history they have been weaving for 
many years. Refems of these latter groups should 
consider the follawing options: 

Law Berths: The simplest way for MsgaTraveller- 
era characters to make it ta the New Era is by hibernat- 
ing through the 70-year interim in bw k t t h s .  Low 
krths of various designs including emergency low 
berths and standard singledccupant law berths, are 
very common throughout lrnpesial space. B e s i d ~  
aboard starships, low berth can be found in hospitals, 
special "timeP facilities (where adventurnus patrons 
with nothing better to do can "travel to the future" via 
hibernation], and shipyards and starporn, where low 
berths are awrhauled and maintained, or stored for 
installation aboard stanhips, 



In d e r  to take PCs hto the New Era, a low berth 
needstwo thlngs: a power supply, and safety from the 
vim. t h e  first is relatively easy Low berths require only 
a relative trickle d powerto keep their mupants in safe 
hibernation. An idling Starship power plant can supply 
power to low berths for decades, so long as the power 
for computers, weapons, and full-scale life support is 
shut d o m .  

The virus part b a little trickier# as it is probably the 
virusthat hasforced the Ksinto hibernation in thefirst 
place. Forkrnately, most lw berths are not designed to 
require central computer control (although many do 
have this as an option, allowing the compu ter to reviue 
them at  a specific t h e  or under specific sircum- 
stances). Thls is because thy are intended for emer- 
gencies, when many cnrcid ship's systems are dam- 
aged or inoperative. tf the PCs' ship is hit by an early, 
basic strain of the virus, the virus will only have "sui- 
cided" the ship's control system In most cases this 
leaves the low befihs undamaged (although some 
strains of virus might attempt to burn out the low 
berths by sending pmrsurgesthrough theircirsuits), 
or in need of minor repair or fuelcircuit breaker 
replacement H their ship is infected by a more arnbi- 
tiouz formof v i m ,  thecrew may have todisconnect the 
computer or physically destroy it, In this case, the PCs 
may well fear that the Yims has infected the low berths. 
Even in this case, the berth can be functional for the 
referee's needs, A Iwr berth does not have enough 
computing power in it to allow the virus to come ahe. 
The bestthat avimscould dowould be to "layan egg'' 
in the berth that could then invade a real computer if 
the berth is ever hooked into one in the future. And in 
order for th'u egg to infect a later target it would have 
to allow the berth to function normally so as not to 
arousesuspicion. Thus FCs can suwiveirrto the New Era 
even in infected low berth. 

Details like this make it clearwhy refereesshould not 
just spring the virus an their campaigns as a random 
event. When the virus arrives, Zhe characters couldn't 
possibly know that they want to wake up in the New 
Era, TO years away. Nor will most characters want to 
crawl into a low berth and give up control of their 
futures without a compelling reason, 30 the referee 
mu4tcreateone. Aboard astarshipthatcaughtan early 
strain of the virus which merely suicided the control 
systems, the ship's functions will be slowly dying. 
Wthaut the ability to control or repair the ship's drives, 
and with food and lifesuppart running out, the PGwill 
have the opportunity to bring the low berths on-line, 
hook up the power plant to supply a long-term trickle 
of power, and craw! in to await eventual rescue. On an 
airless, doomed world which is rapidly losing life sup- 
port segments of the population may be put into cold 
sleep to seduce life-support requirements. Sometime 



after the fQ enter hikmation, the environmental 
controlsfinallyfail, and theworld'spopulation dies. But 
mlonqarthereisatmdytkkleofpwr~the~~nriltk 
safe in h i t  air-tight berths until t h e d d  is red-. 

How the playen are discovered and revived, and by 
whom, isasource of adventure inbe;lf.Whiletbe~eare 
no pirates in the New Era in the dmicsesense, as there 
'Ls not enough bade to support a full-time pirate, there 
are many traders lhith a piratical approach: taking ships 
and employing slaves as the opportunities pment 
themselves. tf the P G  are rwIved by such part-time 
pirates, their first adventure will k to escape from 
slavcty, or take the ship back from their captors. 

Uther methods with effects similar to those of low 
berths may be u~ed by referees. Forexample, medically 
oriented P G  could rig a -tern to preserve themselve 
with Fast Drug, which speeds the passage of time 
sublective ta the PCata rate of 60-1. Players with a large 
supply of this dmg (426 W a y  doses would be 
necessary per p m n  to get through 70 years while 
only aging 1 -1 7 years) could rig a system to au tomati- 
cally dispense it to them for years at a tirne, or periodi- 
cally wake up and re-administer it to themselves. A 
group of SIX PCS could even work in shifts, with one 
person awake, watching for rescue, during each 60- 
day qclewhile the otherhe deep. Each PC would then 
age two months for each year, and thus age only 1 1.7 
years over a period of 70 years, 

Descendanb: Players may genemte New Era char- 
artes whose attributes ate based on the attributes of 
their Megafraveller parents or grandparenk The 
playerr and referee will have to mutually agree upon 
the age of the new character, either by back-dating the 
bi~hdate after the character is generated, or by estab- 
lishing a birthdate and then teasing character genera- 
tion when the character reaches the year 1201. 

For example, if a player generates a 41 -year aFd New 
Era character, the character would have been born in 
1 160(120141=1160). On the other hand, the referee 
and playerrnight decide that the characterwas born in 
3 1 76. This would mean that character generation 
would have to ceaw after the second term, when the 
character reaches the year 1201 and age 25. 

In most cases# New Em descendants will have to be 
grandchildren. The 70-year interim would require ei- 
ther parents who wen v e y  young h e n  the v i m  
stnrck and who had children very late in life, very old 
New Era characters, ora situation where eitherparen& 
or children spent much of the interim in hibernation. 
When generating children, the referee may a31w all 
fwe genetic attributes (Strength, Agilityf Constitution, 
Intelligence, and Psionics) to be at the same level as 
those of the PC parent when at the same age &e., prior 
to entering the first career term). Alternatively, when 
attributes for both mother and father are available, the 

child may take an amalgamation of P a m  at- 
tributes fmm both parentr, again, at  the nfem'r 
discretion. Referees should prevent their playerr from 
loading up from onlythe kstattribute3of each parent, 
and may q u i r e  them to take a weak attribute from a 
parent to balance lout a strong one. (Well, son, 
got >.our mother's brains, but your father's good 
loo hu) One sjrnple wny d doing tfri is to allow h e  chi  
to take 1 D6-3 strong chamkristics CMegaTrawk rat- 
Ingaf&F)andl D 6 - 4 w e a k & ~ ~ e g a T ~ e r  
rating €+I frwn each parent Note that a child whose 
prw&(s] had prearew M*KS amibuter of 0 will ab 
hwe a 0, and will not roll for Zh'i ambute. 

In any of these the p w t a l  attribute numbws 
nxat be bang& from the MegaTravck scak to the 
New Era xale (H the "Character Cmvelsion" d o n )  
Won mrtrferring attributes frwn parents to childnn 

Children who are raised by their parents should a l ~ a  
get plus or minus DMs for Education and Charisma 
attributes, based on their parents' final (i.e., 
postgeneration) attributes {see "Character Conwr- 
sion" to create Charisma ratings for MegaTmellw 
parents). After the parent's attributes haw been con- 
verted to the New Era sale, give the child a +l for an 
attribute in which the parent had &, or a -1 for an 
attribute in which the parent had a 3-. If Llslng both 
mother and father attribute, average the attributes 
before deriving the DM, 

Children who are not raised by their parents roll 
~omrzllly tor Education and Chalisma. 

When genenting grandchildren, bibirthdateswlllagaIn 
have to k set and agred upon. But attributes will lx 
a bit more dlluted over two generations. Although 
playenandretereesarefreetaagreeon anod.lersy$ern 
to establish attributes, the simplest way would lx to 
allow the grandchild a +1 DM for each precareer 
attribute in which the grandparent had a New Era 
(converted from MegaTraveller) attribute of 8*, a +2 
for 1 1, and a-1 DM for 3c. The= DDMs are cafculated 
from eithera single PC grandparent or the average of 
the PC grandparent's and spousens attributes. 
As with children, the grandchild will autornntkally 

havea Psionicr rating of 0 unless a t  least one grandpar- 
ent had a non-0 pre-career Psimia strength. 

bagath la :  This method is the most d'icuk d 
those listed here, and is t.leal!y not a fast fwward, but a 
s b w  foward. Not only will the character in quation 
have to find a reliable murce d anagathia during the 
70-year interim, but the character will have to Rave 
something to do. Rather than startjng fresh in the New 
'Era after a short (in game terms) gap, playen and 
refems will have to addnss in some way the day-to- 
day events of 70years. m seferws and pbyw 
grwps wooldl w h  this as a Stimulating &an- 
r o s t w i l l ~ t > l y w i s h t o g o w i t h a f z & f w w r d ~ .  



TRAVEUER: THE NEW ERA 
CHARACTER CONVERSION 
f ravellecThe NewEra takestheTrmellertopicand 

brings it under the CDW " W o w  Rules" system. Playerr 
familiar with Twilight: 2000 2nd Edition, Dark Con- 
splracy, and CadFllacs and Dlnosnurs will be familiar 
with thissystem, as it is the system used for all three of 
these gamer. Traveller: The New Era also includes the 
latest system upgrades that have been added to the 
house system as seen in the Twtllght; 2000 Refem's 
Screen and other pmduCtS. 

Traveller: The New Era is therefore compatible 
with these other systems, with a11 of the convenience 
and cross-fertilization possibilities that that implies, 
However, this does not imply any change in back- 
ground orstoryline assumptions to bring any of the 
games into line wfth any of the others. In other 
words, Twlltght Da& Conspiracy, Cads & Rlnos, 
and Traveller are not considered to b k e  place in the 
same universe (although any refereeswho dowish to 
integrate their own campaigns in this way are cer- 
tainty free to do so, as the Came Police have gone the 
way of the KGB). 

Sunkrnl Margln cannot present the entire b&y of 
rules fosTravellec The New Era. However, because it 
does present rules for converting Traveller and 
MegaTravcller characters to the new system, the 
following "once wer lightly will help veteran players 
to understand the purpose behind these conwrrions. 

CIEARACFER GENERATFON 
Characters in Traveller: The New Era have SIX 

attributes, but these are slightly different from Mega- 
Traveller attributes, and are asfollows. 

Strength (Sill): The numerical quantfiation of a 
charactef s muxular pwer. 

Agltfty (AGL): A measure of the charact&$ cmd- 
nation and nimbleness. 

ConstlMlon (CON): Health and physlcal stamina. 
This affects the character's redmnce to disease and 
also influences his hit capacity. 

lnte'lllgence (I-: A measure of the abirrty of the 
character to iperform abstract reasoning. Intelligence 
primarily a#& the ability of the character to learn; it 
is not the same thing as common ~nw. (How much 
common sense the character has b determined by the 
actions of the plapr h i m t )  

Ed- (EDW):Ammure dZhe charactdsprfw- 
mance m a formal academic setting. This attribute deter- 
mines b f a r  a charactw can getin aunivmityadsews 
as a for s m i n  fwrHs d higher ducation. 

Charisma (CHR): The extent towhich the character 
is attractive to and trusted by strangers. This is a 
measure not only of physical appearance, but also of 
sensitivity and natural charm. 

Note that the former Traveller attributes Dexterity 
and Endurance have been renamedMilityand Consti- 
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tution, mpectpectwly, and thatthe Sodal Statusattribute's THE Dm SYSTEM 
place has been taken by Charisma, The heart of the house sfitern is the 020 system of 

for theconvenience of fomerTrawlterand Mega- tar k resolution. Veteran Traveller players will find it 
Traveller players, these attributes are listed in their to lx mmewhat familiar. This is no accident, as the 
traditional UPP (Wniveml PersonaMy Profile)order as houw w e m  is the lineal descendant of the T m l -  
STR, ACL, CON, INT, EDU, CHR, wen though Twl- ler system, a5 bred through TwllCght 2006 (1 st 
light ZMK) and Dark Conspiracy each use a differ- edition) and Traveller: 2306/2300 AD. 
ent standard order. Players who wish to import 
characters from one house system game ta another RoflEng for Task ResolMlon 
will want to k careful to makesure that attributesdo Task d u t i o n  is still conducted by die mlls of 
not become inadvertently confused because of their varying difiwlty w ' ~  h e  outcome affected by the 
differing order. relevant &ill lwel 05 the player character (m. How- 

In Traveller: The New Era, there attributes are wer, instead of the d'rfficulty level defining a certain 
generated by rolling 2067, instead of206. nus the target mll which must k met or exceeded with the 
rolls range from 1-1 1 initially, with 6 king the average, addition of die modifiers (DM$) according to sli~ll or 

Thereisal~aswenthUPPdigitforlPsimia(PSl). a t~ber te Iwels , thehausesystmcmbin~th is~  
Thisismlledas2D6minusthcnumkoftem(or stegpropositionintoonestep.Taskn>lkarema& 
fraction thereof) passed before psionic training is be- against(equa1 toorhneaah)thetotaloFthed.laractefs 
gun, and 5 another DM b w d  on whew the character relevant added to t k  controlling attribute (see 
ir h m .  klow) of that skill, as d i e d  by the d'iculty level, A 
As with Trweller and MegaTtaveller, skills are skill added to ib cmtmllirtg attribute i s  called an ass&. 

obtained during the course of four-year € e m  in vari- rhwa characterattempting a Formklable tat  against 
ous careers, but rather than king rdled for, these skills herkmbatioskill would have to roll 1 D20witha mutt 
are selected (within certain guideline) from skill lirtr less than or equal to half of the total of her Acrobatics 
specific to each career. skill and Agility. 

Characters also each have an addillcrnal characteris- Unlike in MegaTmdk, a taskknot furtherMned 
tic: Initiative. ? l i s  quantifies the chancfefr cmlness as to risk failure, ar mishaps. The house swem is 
under fire, and is dependent u p n  the camr(r) under- intended for quickness, caw, and flexibilitr, and does 
taken by the character. not require the painstaking codification d the param- 

eters of each task It is the refem's option to dcfim 
penalties or rewards based on the context of the 

~ Y ~ L C I ~ I .  Task Llml rrurry ~ c r *  attempted task. 
To return to the above example, the referee may mt 

wish to iMdre any adwTse results for failure of the 
Auobatks test if it is king attempted under m i n e  w 
peripheral circumstances. If, on the other hand, tk 
character w r e  hanging upsidedown from a rape 
ladder a w e  an erupting volcano, the refem will 
probablywish toimpose funher rolls to maintain a g?ip 
on the ladderifthetaskisfaild, oran automatic plunge 
into the lava if the player rolls a Catastophic Failure. 
Again, thew decisions depend upon the dramatic and 

AUTO S U C C ~ ~ A U I O  rilllure: A rurl or I a ~ y s  st 
' 

realistic needs of the adventure at  that point as judged 
and a roll d 20 irrwJys fails, regardless af rkiH Iwel (e 
Rre combat. +we 17-20 abays  falls). by the &erne. 

Ovtrtandlng SucutulCaartrophlc Fallurn: A rull d 10 Players will also note that the use of a 020 roll for 
poi& or more b lwv the target number mutb In m task resolution takes Trawfler From a doubly statis- 
Outstanding Succw. A roll of 10 points or more above the tically cen ted  -em to a system in which statisti- 
target number requires a further d l  for Csbl~rophlc Fatl- cally centered characters perform tasks on a flat 
ure. Roll agaln farthe task atthrsamdlffkulty Iwel. Failure "curve." This makes it easier for players to visualize 
d t h i s  second roll b qin m e m  n C a m p h i c  their chances of succeding at a certain task (i.e., 
Fallure has a c c u d .  1 nd roll is a sue-, then kt is rolling below half of an attribute skill total of 10 is a 
only a normal failure. EM of these are declded by the 25% proposition), because a 1-point difference In 

the die roll has the same statistical value a t  every 
point on the curve. - 

l a d -  



Controlling Attributes 
Each skill in Traveller: The New Em is linked to an 

individual attribute that is considered to be the crucial 
attribute for exercising that skill. This is called the 
controllirq mhre for that skill. For example, Agility 
(which replaces the TravellerlMegaTrweIler Dexter- 
ity attribute) is the controlling attribute for use of the 
Acrobatics skill, for obvious reasons. 

Under this system, Traveller characters na longer 
have their skills limited by the total of their Intelligence 
and Education attributes. Instead of attributes sewing 
as a limitation to a charadef s skills, attributes 'become 
the jumping off point for the use of these skills, as the 
attribute is ahayr  added to the skill. 

When a character attempts a task forwhich he has no 
skill, he rolls against the controlling attribute alone, but 
with an unski//edpenalty. The unskilled penalty is to roll 
the task a t  one difftculty level higher than orherwise 
required, to signify the importance of even rudimen- 
tary knowledge of a skil l  for attempting certain task. 
Skill level 13 in certain skills is provided to certain careers 
during character generation. Skill lewl Q allows charac- 
ters to ignore the unskilled penalty when attempting 
task for which they have the 0 lwei skill. 

CUWER7TNG CUARACTERS 
Traveller and MegaTraveller characters which are 

to be used under the New Era system are converted in 
the tollowing manner: 

Attributes 
Subtract 1 from Strength, Dexterity, Endurance, 

fnteuigence, and Education, and rename Dextetityand 
Endurance. Any value that is above 15 is reduced to 1 5 
IF). Retain the Social Standing valw unchanged, ex- 
cept that it is no longer an attribute, but a secondary 
characteristic of the character. Roll 2D61 for the new 
Charisma attribute. The referee m y ,  at his or her 
discretion, assign a Charisma value or a*  DM to the die 
roll based on Charisma patterns established by the 
character in pw-New Era play. The Psionic Strength is 
retained unchanged as h e  seventh attribute, PSI. Most 
characters will leave this off when the value is 0. 

Attribute-Derived Values 
After converting to the Traveller: The New Era 

values, the following secondary, or derived, vatu= can 
be computed. 

Hlt Capacity: Hit capacityisa measureof the amount 
of damage (hits or hit points) a character can take 
before suffering serious injury. Mit pin& can besuflered 
in anyof wen different pa rtsofhe body left leg rightlea 
left arm, right am head, aMomen, and chest 

The hit capacity of a charactef shead i s  equal totwice 
hisor her Constitution (CONx2). The hit capacity of the 

ct~est is equal to three timer the sum of Strength and 
Constituzjan [(STR+CON)x3]. 

Each other body part has a hit capacity equal to 2 
times the sum of Strength and Constitution 
[(STR+CO N)x2]. 

Weight: A character's w ight  in kilograms 1s equal 
to 80 plus 4 timer Strength minus Agility [4x(STR- 
ACL)J+80. Thus, a character with a Strength of 6 and 
Agility of 1 would weigh 100 kilognms (roughly 220 
pounds), while a character with a Strength of 4 and 
an Agility of 8 would weigh 64 kilograms (roughly 
141 pounds). 

Physiological d'imnces, particvlady in bone struc- 
ture, produce mallet body masses in women. For a 
female character, weight in kilograms is equal to 65 
plus4 times Strength minusAgility[4x(STR4Ct))+65. 
Thus, a female character with a Strength of 6 and an 
AgiEityof 1 would weigh 85 kilos (roughTy 187 pounds), 
while a female character with a Strength of 4 and an 
Agilityof8 would weig h 49 kilos(roughly 1 08 pounds). 

Load: A character can caw a considerable amount 
of equipment mss-coonby, but there is a limit. A 
character may carry, without being heavily burdened, 
weight in kilograms equal to 3 times the wm of h'i or 
her Strength and Constitution (STR+CON}x3. ?his is 
called the charactets normal load. A character may 
carry up to twice this amount but is  burdened and has 
his or her mavement reduced, as explained in later 
rules. A character may lift Iwds up to 4 times this 
amount and carry them short distances (50 to 100 
meters), but this cwnbas hard work under the fatigue 
rules, asexplained theTrawlCecThe Flw Era rulebook. 
Characters may combine their load capacitie to lift 
heavy objects. 

Throw Range: The distance (in mters) a character 
can throw a one-kilogram weight accurately is called 
thsow range. Throw tange is 4 times the charactefs 
Strength (STRx4), 

Cnttbthne 
Although this k not a primafy attribute, it is a wry 

important secondary characteristic. Initiative governs 
the order in which playemexecute their combat actions 
during battle, with higher numbers going earlier. 
Initiative represents coolness under fire and familiarity 
with the conditions of combaC Normally, a chaacter 
gcneratedwith a mAitarycarwr(Nwy, Marines, Army, 
Flyer, and Sailor from Megafraveller) rolls 1 I36 lfwl 
starting Initiative, while civilian careers (all others) roll 
106+2 rounded down (reading 0 as I ,  fora range of 1, 
1, 1,2,2, 3). Hwever, Initiative lewb can be gained 
during pby. Thus, assigning this characteristic To a 
converted character can be problematic when the 
character i s  one that has a long history of play and has 
seen a lot of combat. 



A s a b a Y e ~ ~ e , d m s h o l l d s w n p a r e t h e c ~ e d  
chasactw to the follovuing table, which dm% the ratings 
d NPC Note that tk *lE Imb rsted m mmbat- 
rdated skills onb. A Andlyold protessorwld hwe N e  
level Initiatiw even if he had Physics skill k l 1 0 .  

Level lnitiatiw Sklll Rsal  WddEmnnfi 
lB~te ' - ' . - 5 W ~ S S ~ F ~ € W  

with e~cten%bc corn 
bat experknce 

Veteran 4 9 Regularsoldierwith 
moderate combat 
exprience 

~ ~ ~ - # o f i c ~  offlcw- 
trained soldier, no 
combat experience 

Novice 1 2 Green revuits, pan kky 
civilians, anyone 
named Murgatroid 

Charaden with particutairy long playfng careers 
might actually have Initiative lewlsabcnre the Uielewl. 
This is a refem's judgment, btrt Initiat'k levels of 8 crr 
more should k extremely raw. 

Skills 
TrmreUer:Tk Newha andatherksystemgames 

lrre a different definition d tfie t m  "d skilk" than 
do cadiwvefim of the TrawNer  gar^^, h dder 
offraveller, c~erwengtwpsafrebtedskilts,mlym 
ofofichwaspidredwhen that cascadewasmeM.Tk 
selection of that skill did not confer any kmddge of tk 
other dills ktmging to tfiat caxade. 

Traveler. The New Era calls these related groups of 
skills skill o'usterr. A w a d e  skill, on the other hand, ir 
a single *If with distinct subareas of knowledge, 
called specialties. The specialty must be specfied when 
the cascade skill is received, but s e l d i n  of these 
specialties does not prevent the character h r n  having 
cxpestjse in the nonselected w i a l t y  areas of that 
cascade skitl. On the contrary, while a character uses 
the skill'sfull level in thcchosenspdaky, the character 
has skill in the bthernonchawl spcialty areasequal to 
one-half the specialty skill Iwel. 

For example, a character has receiwd the Slug 
Weapon skill four times, and chosen the swaltyYug 
Rifle. That characta hasa skilllewl of4 in Slug Weapon 
(Slug Rifle) and an effective skill level of 2 in the other 
Slug Weapon specialty, 5Lug Weapon (Slug Pistol). 

To convert MegaTraveller skills to Trweller: The 
New Era, identify the old skills on the equivalency IN 
beginning on the next page, and read the new sJrill 
name after the colon. Each newskill will be fdlDwed by 
itscontroling attribute in parentheses then its code in 
parentheses. Because many skills haw been recorn- 

$in& compared to theirdd Mega'Tmvelkrcharacter- 
uations, thew are several different ways to convert 
these skills once they are found on the list 

In many cases, the following conversion liR will 
indicate that an dd skill "contribute to b th  [skill A] 
and [skill 81" or. to tw~ or mole cascade specialties of a 
giwn skill, m to a mixture of sewn1 skills and cascades. 
T h i i m e a n s t h a t t f i e ~ m a y a l ~ t e  h e ~ l t k k d t h e  
old skill a n w g  any c o m b i ~ t i o n  d the new J61k OT 

~ ~ m t h e ~ T h m , d d R e c o n 3 ~ k l g k e  
all 3~ toStea l th ,2 toSmkhmd 1 toTrxkiqetc 

CS (Cascade Speclalt)): Where an old skill has 
-me a specialty d a New Era caxade skill# multiply 
that skill by 2, and 'that becomes the skill level in that 
specialty. Find the other specialties d that c d e  and 
cower~them. Once all o f t k p x i a h h  h m  hemfowd 
a r d m r t d , P a k e t h e ~ l t y w i t h t h e  higkts la l lk~t  
and that b the primary speciatty of that & 
Next rookto eifanyotherwdtiesare ataddl M I  
g ~ t h a n h a l f d t h e p r i m a r y ~ t t y . ~ h t a ~ a r e  
retained at that ERd asseparatej, tmkd spedalties O.e, 
speciab that do not follow the m l  nrle d '/2 tk 
primarypxialty). Finally, a! & e r @ k  that are at or 
~ ' / z d t h e ~ p r i m a r y ~ w e l ~ ~ . m e s e s k & w e  
n o t ) o g , h ~ € h e y a r . e h r x l w m m ) o e d n o h ~ ~  
aslJzM d the pkimvspeciatty. F a r e w e  a chamder 
with Hekopter 3 and Lighter-thmr Cmft 2 cmmts 
t h e  Ito Pilot (Rotary Wing) 6 a d  Pilot (Airshi) 4. Rotary 
Wing l xcmes the primaryspeciakfy of of tkreRlot skill, and 
Airship 'a kept back ofsepamtdy, a i-B 4 is greater than tk 
ddauh levd d '12 tk primary e. 

DE (Dlrect Equhralency): Multiply the old skill bp" 2 
and rename as neswry. Example: Theold skill Brim 
is directly equhralent to the New Era skill BPikry, thus 
old E t i k y  2 k m s  New Era B r i k y  4. 

DE*: Some Direct Equivalency ski llz have potential 
additions from other skills. There other skills a n  l i i  
as "MC" (see k b w )  for them. When DE+skillsare w d  
with thgse MC skills, use the MC p d u w  klw. 
Choose the procedure that gives the highest wsuk 

For e m *  both Hew Em dilb Tradring and S M  
weDE+.InadcF&m lotheddHtmtjngski I lwhkh~ 
dwlectlybTradcinqskill paintsdromhdd Rexm skill m y  
k ackkd. Stealth, which is converted from the old 
Stealth, can also gain points b m  the old Recon. 

For mmple, a character with Hunting 2, Stealth 3, 
and Rwon 2 cwld contribute both pints  d Recm to 
Hunting and use the MC pmedure to get a Tracking 
skill of (2+2=4x1.5=) 6, and use old Stealth a h e  as a 
DE to get a new Stealth skill of (3x2=) 6.  Alternatively, 
1 level of Recon could go to each for Tracking of 
(2+1= 3x1.5=) 5 and new Stealth of @+I =4x1.5=) 6. 
Th;i gives an inferior rearit to the first method, and is 
n o t u d .  hal!y,givingbthReconLRPelsboSka~thwoLlkl 
gke T d n g  (M=) 4 and Stealth Ck;2=5xI 5 =) & 



MC (Multiple Components): Far skills that have 
multiple components-that is, where several specific 
MegaTraveller skills combine to form a more general 
New Era skill--the New Era skill is equal to the two 
highest contributing Megafraveller skills added Eo- 
gether and then multiplied by 1.5 (rwnding up). For 
example, the MegaTraveller skills Autocannon, Ma- 
chinegun, and VRF Gauss Cwn all are equivalent to the 
single New Era skill Autogun. A character who had 
Machinegun 3, Autmnnon 3, and YRF Cam Cwn I, 
would have a New Em Autogun skill 04 (3+3=6xl5=) 9. 

When a skill that could have multiple cornpanents 
has only one, the single contributing component is 
simply doubled. H the charader in the above example 
had only Machinegun 3, the new Autogun skill would 
be (3x2=) 6. 

ReferecTo prevent some players feeling that theyare 
being cheated by xl.5 system, note that only when a 
single component is at level 5 or abwe (extremely rare 
in MegaTraveller) will the x2 multiplier give a better 
result than that same component added to 1, and the 
total multiplied by 1.5. 

MC/CS (MultlpFe-Component C a s d e  Spetckib): 
For skills that are multiple components d a specialty of 
a new cascade skill, first find all of the old skills that ate 
providing skill lwels to the new cascade specialty. Add 
the wo highest of the contributing old skill lwels and 
multiply by 1.5 (round up) to get the cascadespecialty 
skill level. Take that number to the Cascade Specialty 
procedure, and proceed as indicated under CS above. 
For example, a character with a skill of Auto Pistol 3, 
Snub Pistol 2, and Body Rstol 1 would first add 3 to 2 
and multiply by 1.5 for a new skill of8 in Slug Weapon 
(Slug Pistol), and then take that skill to the CS proce- 
dure abwe. 

When a specialty that could have multiple compo- 
nents has only one, t h e  singlecontributing component 
is simply doubled, as under CS above. For example, if 
a character had old Combat Rifleman 3 but no skill 
levels in Rille, Carbine, ACR, etc, then the Combat 
Rifleman skill would be simply doubted 20 6. 

MC/SS (Multiple Components from Separated 
Skills): This indicatesan old skill that can provide points 
to more than one new skill, and that one or more of 
these new skiIl are, themselves, composed of multiple 
components. FitQtk ski! levelrared'hdd&upamng the 
n w  dulls, then thex skill levels are mxl with the other 
componentskill lanekin the normal MC p x e d u ~ a h .  

For example, old Heavy Weapons 4 could give 2 
points to Tac Missile and 1 each to Grenade Launcher 
and Autogun. If the character also had old Machinegun 
3, under the MC procedure, 3+1=4x1.5=6, which 
would be the new Autogun skill. (Then the 2 points to 
Tac Missile would be doubled to 4, and the p i n t  to 
Grenade Launcher doubled to 2, assuming there was 

no old Grenade Launcher skill to combine with it.) 
SC (Separated Cascade): Some MegaTrmeller 

skills are now cascade skills which require the player to 
choose the primary specialty. First, the skill is multiplied 
by 2, then the spdalty ischosen. Forexample, Medical 
3 converts 10 Medical 6. then the primary specialty 
(Surgery, Diagnosis, or Trauma Aid) i s  chosen, which 
uses the full skill lwel of 6. The other two specialties use 
half this level, or 3. 
Sf (Separated 5kllls): Other skills in MegaTraveller 

have been broken into more specific ski!] areas in New 
Era, se players have a choice of areas to convert their 
skills to. Divide the skill lwets of the old skill up among 
the listed new separated skillsin anyway that is desired, 
and then multiply each by 2- 

For example, the MegaTrweller sUII Artisan is now 
broken into Metallurgy, Jeweler, Carpenter, and Ma- 
son. A MegaTravelFer charader with Artisan 2 could 
take 1 skill level in each of MeZal!urgy and Mason, and 
these would then be multiplied by 2 to give Metallurgy 
2 and Mason 2. 

jack-of-all-Trades: Thisskill hasa uniquecoconversjon. 
Each J-o-T skill lwel may be applied to one of a 
charactefs six attributes, and indicates that  all of the 
skills contmlled by that attribute are never rolled at the 
unskilled level. Thisfunctjons the same as havinga level 
0 skill in each of these skills. There is no knefit gained 
for applying more than one J-o-T level to one amibute. 

Admin: Adminlleqal (EDU} (Mq 
Aetonced Combor Rifle: Slug Weapon (Slug Rile) (5TR) 

(MC/CS> 
Mison; Choice of Metallurgy (EQU), Carpenter (CON), 

Jeweler (AGL], or Mason (VR) ($5)  
AUPUH Rifle: Slug Weapon (Slug Rifle) (m) P C  /CQ 
AW: Corrtributes to both Cmnd Vehict (Wkdd) (ACL) 

a d  Grcnrnd V & i  CTracM) {ACL) (MUCS) 
Awtmnnon: Autogun (5I-R) (MC) 
Autorjfle: Slug Weapon (Slug Rifle) (YIR) (MCICS) 
Are: Armed Martial Arb (Club) (STR) (MVCS) 
ht t le  Axe: Armed Martial Arts (Club) CnR)  (MCICS) 
Bolttle Dress: Environment Suit (CON) (MCj 
Boymet: Armed Martial Arts [Poleam) (SIR) (MCICS) 
Biology Biology [EDU) (DE) 
Blade: Armed Martial Arts [Small Blade) (STR) (MC/C!Q 
Blowgun: Archery (m) (MC) 
Body Pisto/: Slug Weapon (Slug Pistol) (m) (MCICS) 
&/a: Thmwn Weapon (STR) (MCj 
Boommng:Thrown Weapon (STR) (Ma 
Bow: Archery [m) (MQ 
B r w I i ~ g :  Unarmed Martial Arts (STR) @E) 
Bribery: Bribery (CHR) (Do 
B r w d d :  :Armed Martid Arb (me El?&) (977) (MUCS) 
kbter: Marketing (EDU) (Do 
Carbine: Slug Weapon (Slug Rifle} (STR) (MWCS) 



Cormsing: Omudng (CHR) ID9  
themisby: Chemlstfy (EDU) ID€) 
Combot Engmeerhg: Combat Englnecdnp (CON) pE+), 

also (Mq with dd Rditbs 
Comb! lt%mm Slug w i s p  (slug rn) (nu) (IWa) 
Communicotjons: Communications (EDW (DE) 
Computer: Computer (EW) (DE) 
Crossbw: Earty Firearms (STR) (MC) 
Cudgel: Armed Martial Atts (Club) (!Dl) (MUU) 
-law Afirred Martial a (Large Blade) (SKJ 
h jqc  Amd M a d a l  k b  C ~ l l  B k k )  (51R) I(MVCS)I 
DemditFons:Contributes to both Combat Enginw(C0N) 

a d  Intrusion (ACL) (MC/SS) 
Disguise: Disguise (CH R) (DE) 
Eurly Firemms: Early F i ream (m (MC) 
Beztronia: Elertronlcs (EDU) (Do 
beqy  Weopnz: Energy Weapn vmrgy Rlfle) (AGL) 

(MC/CS> 
hgiwering: Ship's Engineehng (EN) (I39 
Equakh: Riding (CON) (DQ 
Fleet TWim Fleet Tactia (IKS) 3DE) 
Foil: Armed Martial Artr (Large Blade) (SIX) 
hmsic Investigation (INT) @E) 

-wy: Forgery EAGL) @Q 
h r d  Ohm: Forward Ob#rucr (INT) WE) 
S u b  Cm Energy weapon @Kqy  Wfk) (AGL) 
Combling: Gambling (CHR) [DE) 
Gauss Rifle: Slug Weapon (Slug RMe) (WR) (MVCS) 
Genet& Genetics (EDW) (DE) 
Crov Belt: Crav k R  (ACL) (Do 
Cmv Vehizle: Pilot (Interface/Gnv)l (ACL) (MCJO 
Crwilia: G ravitics (EDU) (DE) 
Crmode Lotmd~ec Grenade Launch- (5lR) (DEt), a b  

(MCIS5) with points from Hewy Wwpons 
Gwrd/HunringBwslr: Guard JHuntlng Beartr (CUN) (DE) 
Halberd: Armed Martial Artr (Pderrm) (5171) (MUCS) 
Hbnd ke: A d  Martial A& (Club) (STR) (MC/CS] 
Hondgun: Slug Weapon (Slug Pirtd) (STR) (MUCS) 
Hemy W M ~ J :  Contri buw to Grenade Launcher (Dl?) 

(MUS!j),TacMissik {ACL) (59, a d  Autogun {SFR) 
(MUSS1 

Helicopter Pilot (Rotary Wing) (ACL) (CS) 
Herding: Farming (INT) [DE) 
HiEnergy WwpmzrCmtriitbanydLnagyArtIky 

( A W ,  Heavy bib (WI Heay CSTW IMC) 
HQhC Environ: High-C Environment (CON) (Do . 
Histary: History (EDU) (DE) 
Havermft: Mwercraft (ACL) (DE) 
Hunting: Tracking (INl) (DE+), aim (bQ with old Recon 
Instmcrfan: lnstnrction (CHR) @E) 
Ineerrogotmn: I ntermgation (CHR) @E) 
Intwviw: Interview (INT) @€) 
Intrusion; Intmslon (ACL) (DF) 
id-of-all-Tr&: Special (see abwe) 
jet-Propell& Airuok Pilot {Fixed W l q )  (ACL) mC/W 

@ = ~ - ~ ( L 8 9 c ~ ~ ( m w c s )  
Luge Wot& Large W m m d t  (CON) @ET 
~ ~ d : E n e r g y ~ = V l E n e r s r W ~ A G ~ ) ~  
k R *  Energy weapl (Energy me) (ACL) 0 
Losw W q m s :  Cwntr;hm to both En- Weapcm 

(Energy Pistol) {ACL)and EnergyWeapon (Energy 
Rifle) ( K L )  (MCf CS) 

Lem-4~ Leadenhip (CHR) @Q 
Legal: Admin/Legaf (E W) (MC) 
Liuim: U a b n  (CHR) [DO 
Wht h u l t  Cm: Slug Weapbn (Rug Rlfk) (SiTa) (ME) 
LighEer-tho-Air Cm ft: Pilot (Airship) (AGL) (C3 
Linguistiw language (Pingubth) (CW R) CCS) 
Machinegwr: Autogun (m) (MC) 
Mass DR'm Cmtributa to b t h  Heavy W k y  

and H e q  Guns (SfR) (MUSS) 
kfecfianiwl: Mechanic [VR) (DE) 
hWW C b k e  d M d d  (Dhpds) (EW), M d d  (k- 

WS (EDU), and MXlid CTmW IEMI) PC) 
Ma# Cms: Energy Mller)r (AGL) (MC) 
Martm o d  Howitrm Heavy Artilkry (5lR) 
NwaIArchitert. Starship A r c h i i r e  (EDlF) (D€) 
FIayIgotion: kmgat ian (EW) (DIE) 
~ ~ : E n e r g y W ~ a p o n ( ~ P i r t d ) W ) W c l r )  
N d R i k  bwgy Weapon (Enwgy Rille) (Kt) (MVU) 
NPuml Wmpn: Contrihh to b t h  Energy W e a w  

( € m y  Pistd) (AGL) and Energy Weapon (Enwgy 
R N )  (AGL) IMtlCS) 

Pwuwu'on: Persuasion (CHR) (D€) 
P h y s ~ s :  Physicr (E W) (DQ 
Pike: Armed Martial krts (Pokann) (m WCSj 
Pi& Cmtri  but^ to any of Pilot (EnterfacelGrav) (AGE) 

(MC/cs>, Astmgation (EDU) (MQ, w Ship Tactics 
CINT) rn 

Pistok Slug Weapon (Slug Pfrtol) (5fR) 0 
P k r m  Gun: Energy Waapon (Energy M e )  (ACL) (Mum 
Poleom: Armed Martials h {Poleam) (!Dl) FK;ECS) 
h q d ~ h  A i m &  Pilot (FII Wing) WL) Wcs) 
Prospectiq: W o g y  (EDIJ3 
Recon: C n l r i h k s  to both Stealth (AGL) and Tmdhg 

qw (MUSS) 
Rmiting: R m W q  (aft) (DE) 
R ~ B :  Slug Weapan (Slug PiW) (STR) Wcs) 
Rifle: Slug Weapon (Slug Kik) (W (MCICS) 
Rifleman: Slug Weapon (Slug Rifle) (m) [MCIU) 
Robot Ops: RCV Opradons (EDU) (DE) 
Robow R o k b  (EDU) (DE) 
Senw Up: Senson (IN1) (Do 
Streem: Choice of k e n s  ( N h r  D a m  (EDU), 

m s  (Mwm sareen] (EW),  u km3ls (Bkck 
a o k )  (E W) (SC) 

S b T a r t i c r : S h i p T a c t b ( l W m j a b W ~ d m  
Ship's ht Pilot {InterfmlCrw) (AGL) (MCJCS) 
Sling: P h m  Weapon ( V R )  
s l r p n ~ ~ ~ ~ p ? d ~ g ( ~ ~ c 5 )  



5mIf Wotmmk Smll Watervaft (CON) @E3 
Snub Pistol: Slug Weapon (Slug Pistor) (!XR) [WQ 
S p r :  Contributes to both Armed Martial (Pokam) 

(YlX) and T h w n  Weapon (5fso (MCfCS) 
w wmpas: -nery ( r n W - 1  (W wcrl 
5tmItb: Stealth (ACL) (DE+), alm (MQ with OM d m  
S t d :  Service (CHR) (DE) 
Streelwise: Streetwire ONl) D E )  
5ubmcl&kgon. Slug Weapun {Slq WRe) (SIR) MXil 
Survey: Su wey (I M) (DQ 
Survh/; Survival (5NTj (Do 
Sword: Armed Martial Arts (Large Blade) (m W / C S )  
Tmics: Ground T a d a  {IW (Do 
Trader: Bargain (CH R) (DO 
Tracked V&&: C w n d  V e h i i  Fdd) (AW) 
T m  w e o v  CbnirilMti3 to bth C w m y  (M'aslles) (EMT) 

and Gunnery ( b w  W-3 EDUE (Mum 
Vacc Suit Environment Su it (CON) (MC) 
VRF Gauss Gun: Autogun (STR) (MC) 
WEEM V&i3e Crwnd Vehide (MhdedJ 0 
ZemC Environ: &mC Environment (CON) (Do 
Psbnics 

Psionicsactions are now handled underthe standard 
tasksand skills rule. Each of thesix PsionicTalentsEs now 
a cascade kill usjng the PSI attribute a the controlling 
attribute. f he six kills are as follows, dth h i r  equiva- 
lent MegaTravetler talents given in parentheses: Te- 
lepathy (Telepathy), Telepe rccptlon (Clairvoyance), 
Tele physics (Tele kinais)# Self -Awa~nes (Awareness), 
Teleportation (Teleportatioo), and Amna (Special). 

The specific psionic tasks from MegaTravelhr are 
now specialties of the cascade skills. 

Cmverslon: To convert MegaTravekr Wnk char- 
acters t o f  he New Era, use the old Psiank Sberrgth nz 
the new PSI attribute, and convertthe skill level in each 
talent to the skill level in the new cascade skill. Oncethis 
is  accomplished, consult the Psionio chapter in Trw- 
elller. The New Era for the special& names in order to 
choose the primary specially. All of the other c a a c k  
of that psionic *ill are used at ' I 2  that level. 

Referee's Dismtfcln 
~ e a b r r v e r u l e s a r e i n t m d d t o ~ t h e ~ -  

sion of old, Mwed Tmller  chamers to T-. lh 
New Em Ashlrith a l a p e c t s o f t h i i g a m , t h e ~  is 
rqmnible for all final decisions. Playws and ref- rrlclo 
feel that certain dd c b r a a e r s a w n o t ~ c a p t u r e d  by 
the a h  conwlrsion rules disarrs h i r  impres- 
sions, and mOcFify the conwrsiw pmeduw to mate tfre 
chamcterthat they agree mwtadequatelycaptul.esthfeel 
of the haracteds) that thgr know and low. 

There are changes in the rules system that might 
affect some converted characters more adversely than 
others. The main example of this is the controlling 

attribute. In MegaTrawtkr, a character with a high 
skill was not troubled when using that skikill by a low 
attribute. H m e r ,  when converting to the New f ra 
system, a player might find that his character, who had 
always relied on several high skillswhich are nrmlinked 
to the Agility atBibute, is no longer as capable, because 
the character h a  a low Agility m. 

Refems should not require such players to sufbw. 
ffm convert the character to the New E n  system 
according to the guidelines below. Then assea the 
characlw'saMlities under the new rules, a d  see if they 
remain congruent with the charactees demonstrated 
talents under the MegaTmellersystem If the chanc- 
ter was able to do cettain things before, he should Rill 
be able to do them, and his new conwrted statisti& 
should be adjusted to allow that The referee should 
come up with salutiwrs that require thefewestwhale- 
sale changes in the convetted numbers. For example, 
a converted character has three Agility-based skills, 
Rlot (InterfxdGrav), Stealth, and Ground Vehicle 
~ e e l e d ) ,  all at reasonably high levels of5s and 6s. But 
he also has a low AgiCity attribute (3), penalizing all 
three of these s.bil& If, in past play, Zhe character had 
k e n  a k t  pilot, but never had any use for the Stealth 
or Wheeled Vehide abilities, the reFern shwld mrely 
raise the Pilot skill level ta allow him to remain a hot 
pilot and leave the other two skills firnit4 by the low 
Agility. On the lother bnd, if k chwacter used an three 
d t f i e s e s ) r i r t s e x t ~ , ~ ~ r e f e r e e s h o u l d ~ t f r e ~ l l  
W alone, and r a h  the MFr attribute to albw tlmn afl 
to rw~ inm&ect ivemtheywe~~ lnderhdd~em 

Retainirsg the playets established concept of his os 
her charactershould b the goal, not davish adherence 
to conversion guidelines. 

Referees may also need to work character mve&n 
h the other direction if a character ends up becoming 
too powerful in an area the character had m r  stood 
out in before, This is a particular danger ln the EW of 
m m  of the Multiple Component (MQ skills, M i  
can getwry large veryfast if the character had i m t e d  
heavily in the component skills which are combined 
under convefsjon. Referee's m y  wish to exercise can 
when such skills get up m r  lml 10, although such 
rulings are entirely at the Tefereefs dmtiun. 

Caveat: This conversion system is only intended to 
a f fw  the conversion of Mwd Trawllm and Mega 
Traveller characters to the new system. It is not 
Intended to be a way around the new character 
conversion system. While ~ ~ n e  old characters will 
translate poorly to The New Era, other exotic combi- 
nations of attributs and skills might yield kttw char- 
M e 6  than are available under t h e  newwem. Doing 
thkddikr;ltdytodrrurrrvent&new*$aaw 
alkst lw Britlshsay, "notaid&" N w i s i t m & d a n  
Ultra CMet Let that be some kind dwaming. 



7 
LFBRARY DATA 

Af Virus, k Theartiflcial~intellipntcmpbervinrs 
that was dwelopd by Lucan's supempans program, 
released by a strike frcm Dulinofs llelish Federation in 
1 130, and which then mused the Cdlapse. the 
virus attains full selfware intelligence u p  infecting a 
large enough computer, its means of a c c a  to infect 
othertechnolagy arevirhrally unlimited. Many pieces of 
electronic equipment which contain rnicrapn>cewor 
control circuits have had viral "eggs" left in them which 
can then hatch when they aw started up m connected 
to other system. Fw this msm, a c k  of discovered 
technolqy must b? canefully ins-d to ensure that 
they are not infectdl (sw CamryE. Van'atlsly referred to 
as "the Al Virus," "the virus," or simply "Vims." 

Bladed Areas: See Wilds. 

Canary: Popular term for one d many electronic 
dmim used to test whether recovered technology is 
infected by the Al Vim. The basis of the canary is a very 
high-speed computing system into which a virus egg 
can quickly expand and develop to the- point where its 
activity can be detected. The p ~ n c e  of cemirr t y p  of 
activity can easily be detected as the virus attempts to 
"reach out" of the canary to manipulate ottwr obpxts. 
Some actually have a mechanical arm h t  waws a flag 
to show that the developing vinrs is testing its param- 
eters, "stretching its legs" as it were. It i s  not unknown 
for salvage crews to create pools to bet on "when it 
waves to US.* 

The canary b so named b u s e  many of the early 
venimactually "died" 8 theywereexposedtothevims, 
showing thattheteted equSpmentwasindeedinftretd, 

Collapse, the: Refers to the effects on the Ilmperium 
and much of surrounding space aused by the release of 
the AI Virus. It can refer generally to the pried of t ime 
in which the entire former lmperiurn succumb4 to th 
virus, or lotally to refer to the much shortw period when 
an individual planet fell. Also referred to as the Crash. 

Crash, the: 5x Collapse, the. 

Daisy: A virus.controlled syswrn that is failing, either 
by internal selfdestructive mutation of the virus '@If, or 
by external intervention (cutting off its p w r ,  etc). 
Dgrivatim is from the same Solcsmani film refemd to in 
the Dave entry. 

Dave: Any ha+ widm of a wrnpim ship, used 
humorously. The reference i s  to an old Soloman1 2-D 
motion picture that features a ship controlled by a mad 
computer that attempts to systematically kill its ceew. 

The East surviving vew member, named DaveI k f d  
to KII the computer. mi dd film was widely distributed 
in audia-visual l ibark throughout tlw rimmrd areas of 
the farmer Imperium. It w a  dixwered by memkrs of 
the Dawn League in the late 11 Ws, and lbecame quite 
popular due to its tfiernatic similarity to issues of the A1 
VirusandthCdbp. & y S t a V i ~ J l i p h a s a c ~ d  
tfielm,ditis&shckvnduringmparties,inwhii 
t h e a u ~ ~ ~ I ! y s h w t s w t v a ~ d t k E n e r  
Tk line, *Dave, I've stitill got the greatat enthurlasrn 

and canfidence in the mission,* is u w l  ironkally by Star 
Vikings ra man that things have just gotten realty bad 
and couldn't pwsibly get any w m .  

Dawn &ague: Forerunner intmtelbr gwmnrent to 
R e f m t i o n  Caalition (which see). It was the failed 

attempt by the Dawn League to send out trade rnibions 
into the Wilds that resulted in the establishment d the 
Reformation Coalition. 

Dream Time: A reference sometimes used in the 
Regency (which to refer to the perid fo l ldng the 
Collapw d the remainder of the Irnperiurn. The p h m  
was coined by a popular political writer h u s e ,  "Now 
come the times when we alom are left to dream the 
Imprial dream until it mawkens to carry an again." It 
also connotes that the Isolated, wgrawd worlds are 
each ind'iidually dreaming their dreams of the future 
until they also reawaken to bring hem to fruition. 

FlnaI War:% war, 1 1 17-1 1 36, that ended with the 
mlease of the PJ Virus and spelled the end af the Third 
Imperium. Also known by =rims factions and at differ- 
ent timer as the Cwil War, the k o n d  C'iil War, the 
Succmsion War, or the Rebellion. 

free Tradec Ilnkrstellar merchants who rn W l r  
own ships and are beholden to no pbnetay w 
pocket gwmment (see Pockt  Empires). k e  ships 
wade with various p k e t  empim and wind their way 
aooss the blaskd a m s  in search of intact uninfectd 
technology. 

Free traders are mrce in the year 1204 as thy are 
pronetofall preyto theinnumerable b r d s o f  in2grsteC 
jar travel, which include, butaenot limited to, xenophe 
bic TEDs (which see), hostile free tsaderlpimks, p k e t  
empires lodring to add ships to their meager fleets, 
vampire ships, and tk i n c h  danger of m ~ h i c a l  
breakdown in areas that no longer have repair liadlik. 

l im*pe*rl*al\ imFpir+al \ a$ ISMS fr. SMF, fr. S lL  
hperiuIis, fr, X hpn'um command, empire] 1 a: of, 
relating to, or Mtt ing  an empire or emperor b: of or 
plating to &Third lrnperium 2: kmorrstratrng am- 
gant or shcdghted views, particutarty when combined 



with ccmp- and ~ l e a l &  3 a: SOVER- 
UGN b: REG& IMPERIOUUm*pe*ri*al*ly Z 4-E \ 
42dV 

jumpstart: Public works pr+ct i n * - e d  by Emprw 
Stwphon. Itwas intmded to provide an influx of =pita1 
to certain selected pbnetary economies to mate  new 
jobs and p~omoteeconomic growth. The funding came 
from numerous Imperial agencies, which WIT encour- 
aged to spend discre'tionary development funds on 
projm of public value, such as libraries, schmls, and 
rnwurns. By using a wide variety of agenciesto prwide 
planning and funding, such as the Navy in a system 
which already had a naval presence, or the Scout Sewice 
in a system which contained a way station, adrninistra- 
tive m r h &  a d  duplication of effort was kept to a 
minimum. 

last Imperium: Name used by citberu of the Refw- 
mation Coalition to refer 'to the Third Impenurn. This 
term is not used in Deneb,wkwhere citizens still refer to the 
Third lrnprium. 

Longbow: Project name for interstellar comrnunfca- 
tions system begun in 588 lmpwial underauspicesof the 
Imperial Navy. Interrupted by the Civil War (604-622), 
project was nwer successful, and was abandoned and 
replaced by the successful xboat system established in 
624, under the control of the Imperial Interstellar Scout 
se~ice- 

lu.can*k \ lii-'can-ik\ d,f 1: d, relating to, or 
characteristic a f  Lucan I (The Black"), final Emperc~ of 
tfie Third 1 mperium 2:chmctM byextrwneviaou+ 
ness or cruelty, particularly with matic, imtAKrnal, or 
cmtmdictory overtaws - l u a - i e l * F y  I -Fkb-&\ 
oh, 

New Era: Used colloqublfy by ticitinns of* 
tion Cwlition (whichsee) to refer tothe perid following 
the founding d: that coalition in 1200. 

No Man's Land: See Wtlds. 

P a c k e t F s n @ r e : U ~ b d e r b a y s d l c ~ M i b n s d  
wwlds, usually less than half a d m ,  that havp man- 
aged to survive the C d b p  (which see). Whk - 
worlds have seen their werage technology hels slide 
back they have maintain4 thmhold interstellar capa- 
bilities and maintain regular contact with ach  h e r .  
Because these pocket ernpiws have mly a handful of 
irreplaceable ships, tk ships are rererved for maintain- 
ing interworld contact and cannot be risked on e~plom- 
tion outside of the pocket empire. Those that a n  risked 
usually do not return. 

KBB: A b b M c m  for, "Pie In the Skya By and By,* a 
remark often heard among personnel of the RCES 
(which see). It refers to the tendency of thelr Hiver hison 
officers to frequentlytalk about or think of events with a 
long v1ew of generations or millennia. 



RCES: Reformation Coalition Exploratory Sewice, the 
explwatwy/recontact arm 04 the Hiver-kcked human 
~ ~ m r a t i o n  Coalitim (hi& m), also k n m  to sme 
as the *StarNkings.* T k  Coabtion lhas asits goal the re- 
integration intoan inlerstelbr culture of all of the worlds 
of the Last lrnpwium. RCES is usually referred to simply 
as Vhe kruice," althwgh tk abbreviation i s  also used, 
pronounced, "arc=/ or disdainfully, "am." 

Reformation Coafltlon: A human Fntefstelbr state 
centered in the Old Expan- sector. The Refomradon 
Coalition (RC) ic an outgrowth d the Dawn League, an 
interstellar trading consortium which was cmted 6 t h  
H k r  technical assistance. The Dawn League was dis- 
sotved and replaced by the RC when it was discosled 
that a rnm aggressive policy was required to reopen 
contact with the isolated xenophobic worlds in the 
surrounding Wilds. The Coalition is dedicated to the 
proposition that all f m r  member worlds of tk last 
lmperium must be reunited undw a new interstellar 
government, free horn the malignant f law which 
d m d  the Irnperium to its murderous Anal War and 
ultimate collapse. 

Regency: The renamed M a i n  of &neb, to denote 
the f a d  that it was keepfng aliw the traditions and 
lineage of the Third Imperium until such time as it could 
ke reertablished. 

Relic: Used as a noun or adjective to refer to equip 
ment w technology Mover from the pw-Collapse era. 
Relic technology is typically of a higher tch level than 
that which is currently available in quantity. Sez also 
remnant, Whi!e this equipment is usually of gwat value 
and Es actively sought out by w l e  in the New Era, 
some worlds particularly hard-hit by the Final War or 
Collapse haw kcorne xenophobic and technophobic. 
People of thest! worlds often destroy all relc techndogy 
that they find, sometimes out of irrational anger at the 
events that the equipment represents, or by reasoning 
that only by renouncing such things can they m i d  the 
calamity that k k l l  them. 

Remnank Used as a noun or adjective to refer to 
people who have surviwd from the pre-Caltapse ek. 
such persons often have firsthand knowledge of great 
value in the New Era, and are therefore in great 
demand. On the other hand, there is sometimes great 
prejudice against former Imperials, particularly on 
worlds that were hard-hit by the Final War and Col- 
lapse. See also relic. 

TED: Technologically Elevated Dictator. The term 
d fwthe many planetatywarlardssmttered through- 
out the former lmperium h ? 200. T k y  der'w their 

pclwer from the ~ f s n  of a smal n u m k  d &K 
(&th see) -pons with *iEh they tmwize their 
ppu%tionr. These weapons can no longer be main- 
tained or replaced, and many of t M  warlotds a n  
retaining pbwer by bluff~ng with weapons that no 
longer function, TEDs with working weapons peridi- 
rally feel the need to demonstrate these w a v s  6n 
unfortunate peasants to maintain the terror that en- 
sure3 their position. 

Ttme warlords a= typically xewphoM~, knowing 
that interstellar contact will deslmythe small advanQge 
that maintains t M r  pwr.  These warlds will make 
wry attempt 20 imprison or kill any interstellar visitors, 
and h e  p m n  to be the demise of many fm traders, 

Also s p k n  as "Teddy,w as in, "Well, s o m ' s  just 
gonna have to ktol' Teddy know that he's not gdng to 
be running this planet for much longer." 

Vampire F k t  A group d m d  varnpi~ ship 
(which sax )  which have m e d  W r  individual brains 
together to create a m ~ e  powrhrl group mind. This 
k t  functions rather like an a m ~ b ,  reaching out with 
an arm of ships cmWM by tk central mind to 
w o r m  certain missions, while athw ships of ttw Reer 
can prfm "life suppoe ffunctionr, such as firnming 
fuel to transfer to other ships. 

Vampire Ship: The m e  for a rtarship which has 
k n  fully takn avw by the vim, and which is now a 
independent thinking organism under the control of its 
virus-infected computer. Many d these ships have out- 
I k d  their crem (having I d  to kil them when they 
attempted to unhook it), and are krefore unable to 
repair certain systems that m a h o c t i o d  OT worn 
out nus ,  many vampire ships can be stranded In a 
singk star system if their jump d h  break d m .  

Some vampire ships maintain human crews bycmr- 
6017 or some form of enforced loyalty. Thew crews 
senre as the vampireas "hands," and can maintain and 
repair the ship, as welt a raid planets to capture and 
impres additional crew members, or to find needed 
repair parts. 

Vampire ships that haw htd this long haw dearly 
mutated to the p in t  where self-pmervatim h a  out- 
w i g k d  the suiadal benkcjer prrsent in the original 
virus strain. However, this aggressive- k usually dip 
placed ovtward so that these hips are typically engag& 
in acts d destruction against other ships u planetary 
cam mu nit#. 

Wldr k h s  mtherastin&rstellarareas d thefomer 
Irnpriurn whem thm is no q u b r  interstelk armmu- 
nication. Also r e f e d  ta a the *blztstd areaa or "no 
man's bnd," this is the arm which the Refmtim 
Coalition (which se) ha4 committed itself to rebuild. 
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History i s  full of stories of ~cieties t t, just as they seem ~t t he of i 

iall to depths that their citizens could not have imagined. Some or these falls merely pas& tn 
reins of power from the falling empire to a neighboring rising empire, while others brought th 
downfall of the known world. This fall i s  one of the latter. 

The Third lmperium fell in a frenzy of self-destruction A a t c h e d  in history. As m as 1 
riClior~ deaths resulted from the Imperial Civil War and the artificially intelligent virus. 

intelligent race there is a force which will never be bowed. 

f 
clear that creative forces are ultimately more powerful than destructive fnrre 

defeated, it will never rurrenl 1-k 
0 . L  F- 

No matter the catastrophe, and no matter *a ce thal rill alv 
,IU' -.* y . . find a survival margin. I 

- The lmperium i s  deal 
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