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Zhodani Philosophies

Editaors Nora: This arricle was writtan
&y Brianshglonashay, (oress artache for
the Dhodan! diplomatie muission fo the
irraariir) shaortly before the news of the
racent war réached Capifal

The editor of this publication hag re-
quested that | compoese a shost article
rxplaining tha philosophles and motive-
tions of my paople, In tha interasts of im-
proved understanding between s,
espacially in view of the tensions which

have almost always existed betwean tha
Imperium and the Consulate, | have
chaerfully undertaken this task,

The physical differencas batwean our
two peoples are well-known, and have
bean fully dealt with In many fine
raferance works. | will, therefore, pass
ovar our physical sppesrance except to
cormact a few of the more blatant
misreprasentations. Firstly, your
liverature has a disturbing tendency 1o



deplct us with heawvy eyvebrows, a thick
beard and efthar & sinlatar leer or a soowd,
&g if wa were perpetually contamplating
some heinous outrage. Let me assurs
you, the natural varation in the patterns
and length of our facial hair is as great
in tha Consulate as it is in the lmpariwem,
| admit thare is a marked tendency of our
nablas to sport beards, but not all of us
da so. Amang us, too, the class you call
Intendants land & great many of our
Mobles as walll wear thair head hair
langer 88 & mark of distinction, Sacond-
ly, contrary to whet many of your
halagraphic film directors seem o think,
wel smila (and even laughl as often as Im-
pearigts. Tha Consulate is not tha gloormy,
humarless place which wyour entar-
tainmants seam ahways 1o show.

Contrary to what most Imperlals
baliave, wa are not robots. Craativity,
divargance of opinion, freedom of ex-
pragsion.. wa hawve all of thesa within the
Consulate. Our govermment s not op-
prossive...rather it is wholly concermed
with tha well-being of our eitizéns, bath
ag a whole and individually, In return, our
citizans respact, obay, and fraaly criticize
their rubsrs a8 i3 thair dulyl.

PSIONICS

I shall tum moww to the major difference
batweaan our peoples: pslonics, It i the
possession of pslonic abilites which is
the root cause of all tansion betwaen wus.
| have dwall in the Impearium for years,
and | believe | have an understanding of
Imperials as great as any of my peopla,
vt aven | have only begun to wndarstand
the depths of the distrust Imperials fasl
for us. Most of your populace seems 1o
fewr psi powers, avan though thay have
brought pasr sociaty nothing but banafits
(mnd could vours, if vou would but em-
brace thami|.

For pxampla, psionics parmit us to ad-
vance the science of behavioral
psychology far beyond the Imperial af-

forts. Where your sclentists must guess
what occurs In & subject’s mind, our
obsarvers can know. Our doctors can be
cartain of the praciss effects of a par-
ticular course of treatment, nstead of
stumbling about in the dark, s yours da.
Since such disorders as greed can ba
caured, thera is no nesd for a Zhodani to
gtaal. Since our cltizens learn to be opan
and free in their opinlons (and to respaect
and accept those of othars), there is no
need for @ Zhodani to lie. Since most
anti-social tendencies can be detectad
and correctad aarly, thera is almost no
vialant crime within the Consulate,

The idea that we constantly monitor
our citizens® thoughts s ludicrous.
Privacy is not an unknown and alisn con-
cept to us. A citizen’s privacy...his par-
ganal life, his dreams, his thoughts...ane
his awn, and no one in the Consulate will
vialate a citizen's right to privacy withaout
good and compelling reasons. Inoany
casa, not all of us have the ability o
“read minds"’ as yvou phrase it. Howewer,
many of us are trained in “reading'
subtletins of body language, spaach and
behawvior, but these are talents anyone
can learn, with or without psionic
abilities (8 great numbar of your owm
peychiatrle and bahaviorial scientists
study and use Gur technigues, so they
can hardly be considered ““evil™ by your
intelligansial.

Of course, a citizen’s right to privacy
doas have certain limitations. Our Tewver-
ehadie patrals occaslonally monitor the
ganaral state of certain minds (Mmare or
less at random), but this is no more a
viglation of thair privacy than whean Im-
poerial police stop and question an Im-
perial citizen. It is done to detect the
beginnings of mental lness, that such
fllness may be uncoverad and treated s
aarly a5 possibla.

Which brings ws, in 8 rathar round-
about fashion, to another basic dif-
lareance betwaan owur citizens and



yours...thelr fundemental honesty. In
conversations, | heve noticed that many
Imperials will signal that they are about
1o spaak the truth with a phrase such as
“halieve me' or “to be perfectly Trank."
There are no such phrases in owr
language. Thay are not neaded. Indeed,
while wa hava an intellactwal under-
standing of the concapt of “lie." contact
with the actual fact that peopla axist
who willingly convey information that
they know to ba untrue disgusts those
of us withouwt special training. Matural-
Iy, same of us are often misinformed,
and thus convey falsehoads, but thesa
arg accidental, and we all strive to be as
truthful as possible, Qur paople baliave
that the truthful exprassion of opinion
cannot be harmful if it = sincerely and
constructively expreassad.

Just B8 the avarage Imperial citizen
wiould ke uncomfortable in the midst of
the Consulate, the average Consulate
citizen would be uncomfortable in tha
midst of tha Imperium, He can trust no
one, Ha belisves himself o be complete-
Iy surraunded by liars and thieves. Evan
if he has no pel ablities, no Ingerial will
balimve him, and he will be shunned as
if ha has some terrible disease. For these
raasons, only those of us with the
highest motivations towards peace and
mutual understanding can remaln long in
the Imperium, and evan wa raquire
special training and education.

It is, of course, understandabde that
Imperials should fear the exposure of
thair inmarmost thowghts. Because of the
structure of ywour soclety, anti-social
thoughts are allowed to form, and grow
without hindrance. An Imperlal often
grows to adulthood without awver recalv-
ing the halp he needs to propary sdjust
himself to society, and make the
grestest possible contribution to the
comman good land to himself, by doing
sal. Criminal bahawiors grow and fester

in his mind...greed, acguisiiiveness,
violence, hatred, prajudice. . and comea 1o
dominate his behaviar. Considar what
could happen in youwr saciety if the
anargy, the inventiveness that is chan-
nalled into criminal pursuits were instesd
directed ta the banefit of all. What &
wondarful place the Imperium could bel

— Brienshgloriashay



