ASLAN PHILOSOPHIES

I am Aslan, a warrior of Hoaaw-
l'ukhtai, of the clan Afaikhivod, | was
barn on Kuzu (a5 humans say (i), the
place of coming, in the city of U'khai-of-
tha-Fed-Dawn. As the third aldest of mmy
family s sons, the shape of my way was
directad from my earliest days; | took the
Ah‘ukhtal, the “Vow of Heroes," and
roga thraugh the ranks to become Leader
of Clansmen of a mercenary batthe
group, Kaha a'huye, the brotherhood of
tha Hﬂ&ﬁ-Tingud Waters, | hawve spent
Many yvears in the company of humans,
and heve 8 better undarstanding of thair

waye than moast of my peaopla.

There is an old and venerable saying
that the true differences betwean
peoples e within. | @am not human, but
Aslan, The differance Bas not in my form,
but within my eafa, my Inner self, my
hieart (B8 soma humans might translats
itl. It long puzeled mea, when | first met
those of humanitl, that some should ax-
pect me 1o act and react as they; that
they should think me, in some twisted-
fang way, a8 a hurnan in mask and furrad
Costuma

It is cartain that humans and Aslan will



fore together in their quests across tha
galaxy, and understanding —and targ in
full on both hands —is necessary if that
faring is to ba for good, and not ill. It was
for this reason that a human friend, a
fhrwalbhwowaly, bade ma writa this, that
understanding batweaen our peoples ba
imcreased, My friend promised to give
what | had written to a friend of his, who
wiould make it known to large numbars
of humaniti by means of this Jourmal.

Parhaps humans must always label
wwhat thay do not undaerstand with con-
cepts familiar o them (I am told this is
called by vour scholars " anthropomdor-
phization,”" a word which | have never
baen able to pronounce). Upon hearing
that Aslan “'meditate,” they assume the
custom has some raligious significance,
and assuma the devoiess to ba
semahow other-worldly, removed from
the thoughts and strivings of existance,

Mathing could be farther from the
truth.

THOUGHTS SHAPE THE WAY

Al yourhald g the firgt precapl, the
puiding philasophy of all of my people.
Its name might ba translated roughly as
“thoughts shapa the way,’" a concept
that surrounds and nurtures sll Aslan
graunded in their mother culture,

The symbal of ai yourhai is the Aslan
hand with fighting claw extended. The
&slan’s slashing fighting claw sxtends
when it is needed without conscious
thought, seamingly of its own volition,
because he is what he 8. The concept
of a8t yourhai states that the Aslan mind
can ba 20 ordered, so strengthenad, that
proper  actions always spring from
trained and proper thinking, This, o fact,
is the purpose of meditation among
Aglan, to discipline and harden the mind,
that actions — the strike of arm and ax-
tended claw —be automatic and unerr-
ing. This meditation — concantration in
privata foar a tima each day on desds,

writings, and litany chains of abstract
thoughts —serves 1o sharpan concentra-
tion and senses, eliminate the tendency
to distracthon, and prepara the body o
respond to whatever demands may be
made upon it.

*“Right thinking laads to right action’*
ong human writer described it, and it
would be hard to improve upon thosa
words, It must be remembered,
howeewvar, that the Aslam warrior does not
dwwell n the contept, but simply pursusas
it, for ha does 5o knowing that thinking
is not doing, as doing is not achieving.

THE COMPANY OF HERODES

Ukhrai eaiawelhi/—""company of
heroes™ —is a difficult concept for
humans, a baliaf that we are surround-
ad by a wast and ungean thrang of thoes
wiho have gone balore. 1t is not, 88 so
rmany hurman xenosophonbologists insist,
ancestor or Spirit worship, or even a
belief in ghosts (if | wse that word propar-
Iwh, thowgh it ks lkaly that the notion had
itz origin In such bellefs thousends of
years ago. Aslan taday do not believe in
literal ghosts, but rather in the aas,
wihich might be translated as “‘genius"™
or parhaps “‘embodied ideal.”” Whiks the
e8ia cannot be saékd 1o have any actusl
being cutside of s psychological resl-
ity within the Aslan mind, it is usually
referrad to as an external preasence.

Ukhtai eaiawehi teachas us not to
abandon our comrades wnder any cir-
cumstancas, for we would be aban-
doned by the Unsaen Companmy, an in-
ner banighment more lonaly, more ren-
ding than any mere physical exile. If
o’ gaia cannot take it's place with the
Graat Company, than thers is no place
for it in ther cosmos, and no place for that
Aslan with his peophe,

THE SHRINE OF HERDES

Tha “*Shrine of Heroes™ is the closest
thing to a place of worship for Aslan.



Omna can ba found on nearly every ship,
aach military encampmant, avery place
whara Aslan are gatherad; even each
haousehold has a family shrine for medita-
tion and remembranca. Tha Shrine of
Heroes is a quiet and private placa for
parsanal meditation on the deeds,
words, and parsons of Aslan heroes.
Relics or imeges called ahfa are kept
thara; freguently 3-0 sight and Sound
racordings of special individuals can be
projectéd there for inspiration and
instruction.

The Shrine of Heroes is 8 besutiful
place, cloge, silent, hung with tapestries
or valvet curtaing to sxchede sound, and
decorated with scenes of battle or
triurmph. It ks never large, for meditations
are expactad to be private. Before bat-
tle, & military shring will have a line of
personnel waiting to use it for 8 preclous
fewr minutes, for it s thought that one’s
skill and battle prowess is increased a
thousand-fald if he enters battle with his
mind clearesd and sharpened by the
digcipline of maditation, his arm guidad
by the purpose of right thinking. Mot
Aglan carry their own ahfa in a small
pouch or chest, 1o be used sspacially
whean a shring af héaroes is not avadlable,
Ahta may be medallions, statuettes,
strolls (detailing heroic deeds), a tuft of
plant material or lump of soil from a bat-
tlefield, amything which may serve as a
focus of maditation by reminding the
warrior of his own desds and those of
his farmily and clan, & warmrior's ahfa ara
considered to be = if not secret, at lsast
best kept private, things to be sharad on-
v with the closest of comradas.

WITH US IN SPIRIT

Azlan stress the purity of culture and
philosaphy which makes Aslan what
thay are. It is for this reason that Aslan
culture has remained remarkably stable
and unchanging across thousands of
wiaflds wherg wea have settled. sven

where we have baan theown into closs
caontact with alien ideas and concepts.

Huwmaihwowaiy might be translated as
“wwith us in spirit,”” and maana that a per-
son or a peopls Bct according to the
highest ideals of our philosophy. 1t is not
a title lighthy bestowed, for it brings with
it respongibblity for & seriouws trust. Tha
anly higher honor is fermal adoption in-
to an Aslan clan growp—a caramony
which occurs rarely, In extraordinary
clroumstances.

The term huweihwoweiy can be ap-
plied to any (Aslan or non-Aslan] who
striva or suffer or share with Aslan ss
brothers, who halp tham in need, who
da mot desert them in danger or trouble,
wha stand by them and willlingly identify
with them as of the People.
Hunsraihwowsaly can poin any groups—
famnllies or clan prides, towns or cities,
even warlds with common goals and a
shared direction,

ANATHEMA

There are some things which no Aslan
in hig right mind would do. This is,
perhips, an oversimplification; Aslan are
a5 diverse in their indhvidual ways of
thinking and bahavior as are humans. Baut
thasa particular acts are rare among the
Azlan because the way they think
shapes the way they act— A yourhai,

Murdar —that is, assassination without
a farmal challenge; abandoning & com-
rada in danger of in nead; exchanging the
life of othars for one's own salery:
blackening a good narme; runnimg from
a challenge; thesa are the desds callad
rwkfta, m word perhaps best translated
as “anathema’™ or “cursed,” although
| have seen it rendered as “crimes of
honor'” by some human writars.

There are sevaral hoaswll, or
“schools™ of behavior, which demand
greater attentlon to duty, which placa
greater demends on the (ndividual.
Usually thesa ara sssocietad with war-



rior groups, and center aboul B Secnat
cresd or gath known only to initlates.
Muost of these add additional rukhta 1o
the commaon list; these may include such
deeds g8 unneadiul croelty in a kill, un-
neediul challenge far personnl satisfac-
tion or lust for triumph, profaning one’s
own i with wmssgrthy thoughts, and a
difficult word for humans, rekhiiyiees.

Whan humans say that cowardice is
unknown among the Aslan, they sprak
the truth. Thare literally is no word in sy
aof owr languages for this concept
“cowardica,”” which few of us under-
stand perfectly, even thase af us who
hava long associated with humans. The
closest word in Aslan might be
rwkfinywe; there is no easy counianpart
im gy hrman tongue with which | or my
friend am familiar, but the word arm-
badias tha concapt ol denying one’s awn
Aglan-nags —one's hertage, family, and
self, and as such is certainly rukhta,

The bond of huweihwoweiy is shat-
tered by rukhia, amd many hrurestea
|bood guests] are launched by individual
Aslan seaking to clear their names of the
taint of rukht by finding and challanging
the actual doer of some dark deed.
Modam customs do not sdmit to trisd by
daath-challenge and combat, but the
practice is 8 common one nonetheless.
The idea of formal challenge, followed
by potentially mortal combat is deaply
rapted in our society,

IT COMES

Tarohaka literally means ““the water
that flows without being forced,” and
the philosaphy of rave Vit comes™] is
considered a virtue among Aslan, for pa-
tience can be the greatest weapon a
hunter possesses. Humans have a pro-
warb, ““all things coma to him who
weaits, " and this is one of the few human
sayings fully understood by those of our
people wiha hear i, Taro is sharpened by
meditation, and ks thought of a5 8 con-

stant struggle against the dark natura of
Aslan prehistory and id. The anciant call
wiithin us calls for us 1o strike now, and
kill = but tare counsels petlence, for the
perfect tima will revaal itsell, and the
strike will be sure, and the kill clean.

This k= & particularly powerful image
for Aslan warriors: the imagery avokad
for us is the patient flowing of a trickla
of water, which in the coursa of years
smooths jegged rocks to pebbles, and
over aons carved Oul VASE CARYOMNS.
Many Aslan keep as ahfa a small
stereagraph of Ka'hbesu or of sorme othar
spectacular canyon or water carved rock
formation in the badlands of Kuzu, a
ramindar of the power of taro. Others
find the sarme undarstanding in a water-
worn pebbla frorm the bank of a strearm.

The concept of adwenturing—gaoing
farth as travellers in search of riches,
racognition, victory —is well known to
Aslan, Senior sons teke upon themssalves
the title and land of family; it is left 10
younger Sons ta wanture forth and carve
naw holdfasts from new workids, and
that canving is the stuff of adwentura, the
ai of new ganarations of heroes.

CONCLUSION

Many humans see in Aslan a likeness
of a beast credited in your mythology
with great strength, wisdom, and
courage, Aslan see in humans a
rasamblance to a beast, common in our
lagands as & shiewd, clever trickater,
Maither of us should ba guided by myihs,

You whked would be huwsibsoweny 1o
yvour Aslan comrades, understand what
drives them, understand thair eaia, thair
parsonal beart of hearts, that they seem
not strange, but huweihwowsiy-in-
human-tarms; not hwman, bat brothers.,

— Laader-of-clansmen Raearu’ha
Khateak UkhradheHpaawiihe
Lkhrad a5 told to
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