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Keeper's Resource Book

lnmonucTrtlN
Trail oJ Cthulhu rer'vards Kccpcr

preparation. In laying out a series of

cluers ahead of time and guiding the

playcrs through those clues to their

tcrrifll,ing culmination, thr: Keeper u'ill

llnd the game rules suit carelul fbru'ard

planning. However, the game also

supports a more improvisational style

of Kccpcr. Clucs ncccl not alw-ays be

placed ahead of time and a Kccpcr who

enj<rys such play can easily run Trail of

Cthulhu w'ith only minimal setup

This Keeper's screen is designed to

support both styles of play. Il you

prclcr to plan cvervthing in advance

ancl mcticulouslv plot thr: vartous

pathways thc playcrs could takc to thc

conclusion, you' l l  f ind this docurncnt

provides substantial inspirat ion l i rr

clucs, spccial bcncfi ts, ancl plot

twists. Rcarl ovcr thc prospcctivc:
Invcstigators'  abi l i t ics and r iccupations

alongsidc this book <luring your prcp
and look fbr vvays to incorporatcr

intcresting lacets, potcntial sccncs,

. rn< l  h is to r i t  a l  th ' ta i l s .  In  p r r t i r  u l . r r ,

Miffi
x - - r  S l

i $i*!'

this book rvill help you to build your
mystery anrund less obvious uses

ofplayer abilities, rvith plot hooks

tailored to the players' occupations.

If you lavor a morc improvisational

style of game, thc Kecpcr's scrccn

can still hclp. Whcn a playcr uscs an

investigativc ability in a sccnc, you can

glance ovcr that abilitv's cntry fbr ideas

to spice the scene up. Thc cntrics can

also supply o11'-the-cuff inspiration for

futurc scr:ncs, givc opcnings lbr new

NPC intcractions, or evcn proviclc

thc scccls of' unconsidcrecl alternative

outcomcs to thc story.

Wc'vc also providc<l samplc spccial

bcncfl ts fbr each abi l i ty. Thcsc al lows

thc Kccpcr to rewanl the crcative usc

o1'thc lcss obviously bcncficial abi l i t ics,

as wcl l  as cnsuring that cach playcr

gcts a lair mcasurc of ' 'spotl ight t imc'.

Thcsc bcncfits havc bccn r,vrittcn to {it

as many r l i l fcrcnt si tuations as possiblc,

so it's casy to throlv thcm into vour

gamc. With thc knowlcrlgc provir lccl
by thc Occupation and Abil i ty cntr ics,

you shoulcl I 'cc: l  cornfirrtablc coming

up u'ith your o\vn special beneiits

or appror.ing benefits suggested bv

playcrs.

Above all, you should bc ablc to acld

flavor, variety and plenty of immersion.

Do, howe'r.er, please remember that

this is a source book, not a tcxtbook.

A little historical accuracv can add a

sense of authenticity and somc curious

dctails, but don't f'eel like you need

to mastcr cvcry dctail of'how the

ability or occupation functioncd in tht:

1930s. Slavish dcvotion to accuracy

bogs clorvn thc gamc in mcrc pcdantry
and nitpicking on thc Kccpcr's part

may st,r,mic othcnr.isc cxccllcnt playcr

plans.

A lot of fascinating rnatcrial has had to

bc lcft  out of thc Kccpcr's scrccn in

thc intcrcsts ofspaccr. Fccl lrce to usc

thc cntrics hcrc as starting points lirr

your ()wn historical rcscarch. You' l l

Itinrl that story idcas constantly arisc

as a rcsult .  Rcal i ty can providc ir lcas

as strangc and tcrrilying as anything

Lovccratt u'rtitc.
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Introduction
llclou, arr.: cntrics lirr most of the

abilitics firuncl in the Trail oJ Cthulhu

rulcbook. Wc have left  s<;mc' out,

citht:r bccausc thcv cover a very broacl

f icld anrl  provicl ing uscrful inf irrmation

is impossiblc, or bccauscr thcv arcr

covcrc<l in <L:tai l  in thc rulcbook

al rcarly.

Each cntry lists a I'cr,r" important

aspccts olt thc abi l i tv as i t  n,as usc<l in

thc 1930s anrl a I 'cn' dif fcrcnt vl ,ays for

thc abi l i ty to bc usc<l in your gamc.
(Historical subjccts o1' part icular

conccrn havc bccn <lcsignatccl as an

Ab i l i t v  Focus . )  Somc cn t r i cs  a lso

incluclc charactcrist ic ccluipmcnt

associatccl with thc abi l i ty. Samplc

spccial bcnel i ts have bccn providccl

cithcr lbr a busy Kccpr:r to use

unmodi[ icr l ,  or to providc inspirat ion

tr lr  your orvtt .

Accountinq
A grcat many people laid the blamc ltor

thc flnancial u.oes that led to the Great

Depression at thc f'cct of accountants,

or rather at a lack o1'honcst

acc()untancy among major Amcrican
(  oml ) rn i (  s .  Thc  fh i r t i cs  s . rw s rvccp ing

changes in accountancy practices, u,ith

greater govcrnmcnt oversight, more

financial transparcnc\., ancl of course,

more accountants.

Far fiom being a gray and boring

ability, Accounting can bring dor'vn

crime lords and sink unsinkablc

companies. lt's also not just thc

inr.estigators who might havc skills in
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Investi gative Abilities

accountancv. Competcnt cult  lcacJers,
self'-made tycoons, savr.v crimc lorcls
ancl cven private asvlums may all have
a man in thcir emplov to clo thc books.
Such pcople can bc potential al l ies, i f
thev arc ignorant of their cmpkrvcrs'
true natures or thev can be uttcrlv
r l t  r o l c t l  h c r r .  h m . . n .

Abilitq Focus: Corrupt Practices
Scparatc Legal Enti t ies: A common

practice for lcgal tax avoiclancc is the:
crcation ol a separatc legal r:nt i tv, such
as a trust, companv or f i run<lat ion, to
u,hich asscts arc t lonatccl.  Thc scparatc
cnti tv c'an thcn makc capital gains on
thc asscts vvithout thc ini l iv idual paying
pcrsonal tax. 

' l  
hc scparato cnti ty is

oltcn incorporatc<l in an of i .shr>rcr
jurisr l ic:t ion rvith lcnit :r ' r t  tax lavvs.
l)coplr:  or gr()ul)s (such as cults) lvho
ha<l amasserrl  vast lvcalth rnight usc
t h i s  p r ' , r t  1 i 1 1 '  l r r  k t  t  p  l h t ' i l  i n t  o r n t .  l o
thcmsclr, 'cs.

Moncy Laundcring: USThx larv
rccluircs al l  inc'omc to bc <lt :clarc<l,
cvcn i f  i t  is carnc<l frorn an i l l r :gal
s()urcc. l jor <lbvious rcasons, rnosl
criminals art '  rcluc.tant to ( lo thisl  

- l 'his

makcs thcnr vulncrablr:  to c'hargt 's ol '
tax cvasion r.r 'hcn tht:rt '  is insul l icicnt
ervir lcnct: f i rr  othcr cr imcs, as r,vas thc
casc rvith Al Caponc.

Money launrlerr ing, thc procr:ss o1
r l t  t  l . r r i n g  i l l , ' q , r l  i r r t  o r n c  J s  (  ( ) r n i n !

lrorn a legal sourcc, is a rvav tr>
circ'umvcnt this. A shc' l l  company is
scrt up to bank money on bcl.ralf <if thc
criminal organization. Cornpanics
established lor this purpose arc usually
in serl- icc industr ies, deal lace-to,face
r,vith thc public, and deal mainly in
c r *h .  Th . . r .  k in , l s  o f  bus in ( ' ss rs  J r ( .
prelerrcd becausc of the diflicultv of
l r . . r t i n g  t h c  s o u r c e , , l  i n t o m i n g  t a s h .

Evasion of Customs: Short of
actual smuggling, Custom Dutics (tax
on goods brought into a country)
t  a n  l r c  r r o i t l . . , l  h v  u n < l c r  i n r o i c i n g
(declaring thc value ofthe goocls to

be less than i t  is).  Goods rvith spr:cif ic
cluties, such as alcohol or tobacco, arc
more cornmonly'misdcclared' thcr
clescription ol the quantity or nature
of the -qoods is fhlsifir:cl. Hoq. rnanv
, , f  t l r , , s t '  r r  h o  l , r i n q  \ t t ' J n t ( . ,  . r t t .  i . . n 1
artilhcts into thc countrv arc really
r lcclaring thcir truc ,n,ori th?

Structuring Deposits: Largc
finar-rcial transactions tlrar,v attcntron
fi 'orn larv cnforccrtrcrrt  agcncit:s, unlcss
thc moncv can ber sh<>rvn to cornc lrorn
a lcgit imatc s()urcc. Structuring Jcposir.r
rcf irrs to tht:  practicc o1'spl i t t ing up a
largc anrount o1'mont:y into r-nult iplc
snral l  amour-rts, ol icn <lcpositct l
in  < l i l l c rcn t  l>anks ,  to  avo i< l  such
attcntlon.

Sucl-r a lr-rrr;r  surn n'r ight r:ornc' l i -orn thc
salc ol sornc rart '  an<l cxotic. ik 'nt on
thc l>lack rnarkct, or pt.rhaps l i -orn thc
sa l t '  o f  a  hurnan l>c ing  o l  jus l  thc  r igh t
k in< l  f t r r  a  r i tua l .  ( )n  thc  <>thcr  har r<1 ,
s() ln()on('  rr ight have lrt 'cn pai<l a lot
ol nroncy lor a spc:cial scrvic'cr, suc.h as
having ar-r annoving invt:st igator rublrt ' r I
out, agrccing to givt.  falst:  k.st irn<>ny
in court,  or cv( 'n ir t tcntpt ing to raise a
l o v t ' r l  o t t t  l i ' , ' t p  1 l ' . ' , 1 , ' , r t 1 . . .

Sample Special Benefits
'  You turn ul) somc crookr:r l

accountir.rg <lt : tai ls that u'r>uld bc
vcrv intt :n:st ing to thc authorit ics,
ancl coult l  lancl sorneronc a lot o1l
jai l  t imc. You gain a two point
dcdicatci l  pool for Int imidatc
vvhen uscd on thc accountant
responsible, or on the pcrson thcy
rvcrc rvorking for.

' You recognise thc person vou're
trying to deal with isn't  as r ich
as he appears to be. That name
belongs to an undischarged

bankrupt - you'r.c sccn it on some

papers somewherc. There arc some
crcditors out there u.ho r,vouldn't
mind being tipped off.You can earn
yoursclf a I'avor lrom some shady

people.

'  - l 'heTax 
f)cpartn'rcnt is espt:cial lv

grateful fbr vour rcccnt urrrk on
their bchal l- .  ( iain a tn'o p<>int
rlerlicratccl pool lirr Llurcauc,racv
s  h ,  r r  , l . , r l i r r t  r r  i t h  n r , r l t t . r ' :  , ' ,  l i t , . , l
to accoLlnts.

Sample Clues
'  A  c lcan ing  l rus incss 's  rccor r l s  shou '

a largc cash l)a,\'ntcltt t.r,crr, wt.t'k
at thc sanrc t in'rr. .  I t  coul<l just

bc  a  rcgu l . r r  c l i cn t ,  o r  i t  cou l< l  bc '
s()mconc using t.hc btrsincss 1<.r
laun< lc r  n ronc ! .  Anvonc n ,a tc .h ing
thcr busincss at thc r ight t inrc
lvi l l  scc thc gangstcr 's ht 'nc hnrrr.r
<lcposit ing tht '  r lorrr ' \ ' .

'  A c'orporal ion is tct.hnit . i i l lv
r ' ,  g i r t , ' r ' , , 1  ( ' t t l  r ) l  , t  s r r , , t l l  , ' l l r l ' , , r ' . '

i s lanr l ,  o r , r ts i r l c  o1 '  L In i t r .< l  S ta t t ' s
ju r is< l i c t ion . ' l ' h r .1 '  r t rus l  ou ,n

l)r() l)( ' r ty or-r1 thcrt ' ;  pcrh.rps 1It ir l 's
r ' r ,h t ' r t ' t l ' r c  C l l : ( )  i s  l ru i l t l i ng  h is  cu l t
hcat l<luartt ' rs.

'  Sornr '  ( 'us tonrs  < lcc  la r . r t ions  a l l
shorv  thc  sanr t ' sh ipnr t 'n t  o l  ' r ' o l l i ' c '

a r r i v ing  c ' r ' c rv  rnonth ,  a t  thc  s i rn t t .
t i t trcs u i tncsst 's l tavc reportccl

; ;otcntiaI c r-rI t ists hanging .rroun<l
thc <lock. Whatcvcr i t  is t l ' rcv'rc'
. r n t r , J q l i r r t .  i t  t , , n r t  s  l r ' , , r r r  l l , , . l , , r r
bv shi; ' r .  That 's boun<l to bc u ht 'rc
thc cult  I ' r t ' . r<lcluartcrs rrc locatcrl .

Anthropologq
Ant l r ropo loqv  <> l  thc  19J0s  uas ,
in most c'ol icgcs, un<lcrstoo<l as a
hart l  scicnct:,  sirni lar to 1rs_vcl 'rologv
or gcography. Ficldu,ork consistc<l
of r igonlus lrcasuremcll ts ol l iv ing
spaccs, accounting o1' l i rod intakt ' ,  an<l
slrrvcvs of subjcct populat ions. Earlv
i d e r s  a l , o u l  ' r ' i r  i l i , , . r t i r r r r '  , , r , 1  ' * . r  r S ,  , l ,  

'

rverc being replaccd n,ith a mort:
complex uni lcrstancl ing ol 'culturc as a
rcaction to cnvironntcntal sitr-rations.

Abilitq Focus: Academia
The Golden Bough: First publishcd
in 1 890, but considerabll' expandccl
in later editions, The Goltlen

I
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l lougi u-as an cxhausti le studv in

comparatir.c mvthology. Attcmpting

to cstablish thc underlving thcmcs and

commonali t ics bchind mvthologit :s and

rcl igious practiccs, The Golden Bouoh

\\ 'as an authoritat ivc tcxt f i i r  many

, rn th ropo loq is ls ,  r ' r t ' n . , .  - "n ' , '  , , l  i t t

tcnets were coming into question in

thc  1  930s .

At thc san-rc t irnc, i t  r ,vas a r,aluc<l tcxt

rmong occult ists. Aleister Cron lcv

placed i t  on thc rca<ling l ist f i rr  his

organization. Anv anthropologist, 'v i l l

fintl fhe GolJcn Bouoh vl'orks r'vcll as a

c'onversational topic r",here th<.rsc ol a

rnlst ical lrcnt arc concerncd.

Culture: Thc conccpt of 'culturc

i ' rs u'c un<lcrstan<l i t  today u'as st i l l

bc ing  fo r rnc< l  in  thc  1930s.  'Cu l tu ra l

I lclat ivism', thc ir lca that an ac't ion
()r cvcnt can onlv bc unrlcrsto<><l u, i th

rcf 'crcncc to i ts cultural contcxt, \ \ 'as a

vcrv nc\\ '  i<lca. 'Functional ism' thc

attcmpt to un<lcrstanrl  al l  cultural

1;hcnomcna as having an a<laptivt '  or

cc<inotnic lunction lvas a popular
school of ' t l . rought at thc- t imc.

Ethnography:This is thc narnt '

given to thc publ ished results o1

ficldwork within a culturc. In thcr

l9 30s, t ' thnogr.r l lhv vlar t 'mt'rging .rs

thc primarr '  procluct of anthropoloqv.

Several famous cthnographics, such

as Malin<rrvski 's Argonauts ol thcl l testern

Pacit'ic <tr Mca<l's Coming oJ'.11.,e in

-lomoa, we rc publ ishcd in thc 1920s

anci 30s. Thcsc ethnographics had

an enormous cf}'ect upon socictv and

upon anthropologv.

Ethnographics contain detailcrl and

comprehcnsive inlbrmation an<l

analvsis of a givcn culture. Thcy

are thus higl'rlv valuable texts fbr

anthropologists to take u'ith thcm

r'r,hen r.cnturing into little-kno'w,n

foreign lands. Fccl free to invcnt

cthnographies ofyour own that

relate to cultures invented bv N'lvthos

authors, such as theTcho-Tcho pcople

o f 'Burma.

Sample Special Benefits
. You har.c read an ethnography of

a givcn pcople, giving vou somc

insight into t l ' rc rulcs o1'pol i te

bchavior in thcir culturc. You gain
a tvr"o point dedicatcrl Pool fbr

Rcassurancc, Flattcry anrl  thc l ikc,

among thcsc pcoplc.

'  You cncounterecl similar gl lphs
rluring vour f i t : l t lurrrk among a

Yanarnamo tr ibr: in tht 'Arnazon.

Ytu rnay cal l  f i rr  a l lashback scenc,

in w,hich you lcarn morc uscful

in l i r r r ra t ion .

'  I-ol lolving an cncountcr r ' r ' i th

c'ult ists t lr-rr ing lvhicl ' r  you w.cre alr lc

to ol>scrvc a r i tual ,  you arc ablc

to publ ish a pal)cr on t l .rc subject

that r ' r ' i l l  r l ravv signi l ic 'ant atte nt ion

l l-onr rvi thin thc l icl<1. You cithcr

gain a trxr-point <le<l icatc<l pool
f irr  l lurcaucracy at youl local

Urrivc:rsity, or gain a bursary t<r

lun<l futurc f iclr l  tr ips, cxpcrl i t ions

or  s imi la r  rcscarch .

Sample Clues
'  ' I 'hc 

bocly rvas r lercapitatc<I, a

practiccr common to Guincan hca<l-

huntcrs. I f  i t  r . t ,as hcarl-hunters,

thcv' l l  inevital>lv hol<l a least

n i thin thc ncxt thrcc r lavs. Thcrcr

c'an onlv bc so many 1;laces r'r'hcrc a

group could do that. Fincl thc f 'cast,

anrl  you' l l  l lnd tht:  ki l l t :rs.

'  Thc i<lol is f 'estooncrl u' i th

Melancsian tra<lc-bca<ls, mcaning

it has been tra<let l  across hundrecls

of islands anrl thousancls <>f miles of '

occan to get to i ts currcnt location.

l ly thc colours an<l r lcsigns ofthe

bcacls you can tcll cxactlv rvhcrc it

started.

' The housc scrvant sccms

innocuous.  hu t  h . . ' .  wcar ing  an

amulet that idcntifles him as a

shaman of a rcmotc tribe. Perhaps

there's morc to him than mccts the

eye.

Archaeologq
Archacological rligs w'cre happening all

over the r 'vorlcl  <luring the 1930s, many

of them uncovcring unprecedcntcrl

fincls and revolutionizing human

r:nclcrstanding o1'our own past.

Abilitq Focus: Techniques
Metal Detcctors: Developed from

radio technologv, itsclf' a fledgling

inch.rstrv in the 1930s, metal detectors

o1'thc era werc l>ulky, consumed

cn()rmous num[rcrs ot 'batteries,

an<l vr.crc highly cxpcrimental.

Noncthclcss, a rvcl l- f  unclcd

archacological dig rnight have such a

< lcv icc .

As u'cl l  as dctcct ing metal,  an

invcstigator might pick up on certain

othcr subtlc signals. Pcrhaps the

<lctcctor starts cmitt ing strangc noiscs,

l iker thc mctal l ic: chiming of somc fhr-

of i tal icn instrumcnt. Or pcrhaps thcrc

arc voiccs among thc stat ic, o<l<l ly

rnul l lccl,  as i f ' thcy thcmsclvcs rvcrc

buricd bcncath thc soi l .

Aerial Photography: Photographs

lrom obscrvation bal loons in WWI

rcvealecl thc outl incs of old Roman

firrtilications that r'vere not noticcd

fron.r the groun<I. This openc<l up a

nerv realm of' archaeological survcy,

ut i l iz ing aircraft,  tetherecl bal loons,

ancl anything clsc that could bcar a

camera aloft to sur\rcy an area lrom

thc air.

Some moments of pure Lovecraftian

horror can bc had fiom achieving a

perspective that sudclenly places baflling

clcments in thcir truc configuration.

One is rcminded of the fir,c hcaded

horror in Imprisoned u'ith the Pharaohs,

or the gelatinous fblded cvlinder in

The Shunned House. Similarly, a group
of investigators might not rcalizc the

shape of thc land lbrmations around

them, or the design traced into the

I
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hillside by an ancient people, or what
the curious defbrmecl hill actually is,
until the site is viewed f'rom the air.

Electrical Resistivity
Tomography: By measuring the
electrical resistivity of sections of
earth, and applying sophisticated
and newly deveioped mathematical
equations, a rough picturc of'
subtcrranean structurcs can be
developed. In the 1930s this was a
cutting-edgc technique.

A goocl way to cmploy scientific
advances in the context ol a Trail
oJ Cthulhu story is to havc thc ncw
technology batiled by some eldritch
manif'estation. The more reliablc a
clevice is supposcd to be, thc morc
disturbing it is when its rcsults ckr not
make sense. How would clcctr ical
tomography cope with wcircl sunkcn
masonry whose angles <lo not bchave
as they should?

Sample Special Benefits
. You discover artifacts ofa

hithcrto unknown cutturc or
art ist ic style. Your discovcry of '
them, accompaniecl by an articlc
describing thcm, will creare qurre
a stir. Other expcrts may seek
you out in ordcr to cxamine the
objects, increasing your acadcmic
credibility and opcning the doors
to certain highly inaccessible
col lect ions.

' Fortunately, the complcx in
which the invcstigators arc lost
(or trapped) was constructecl
by an ancient group whom you
have studied extensively. Gain
a two point dedicated pool for
deciphering scripts or avoiding
hazards found in the complex.

'  You idcnti ly a weapon thal r.r-as used
by an ancient culture's warrior
priests, using a specific technique
with which you happen to be
{amiliar from its depiction in the

' The ruins that a newspaper article
reported on seem to be just
random pi les ofrocks, but seen
lrom the air, a pattern emerges.
Comparing it to reconstructions
of other similar structures, you
can lind the entrance to a group of
underground chambers.

' When a group is examining,the
wounds on a body., you can identify

scrolls. Gain a two point dcclicated
pool fbr using this wcapon.

that they r,vcre inflicted tr,v a rare,
ancicnt item. Ytu can cven tell the
group whcre there's a museum that
has one on display.

A babbiing culrist (or an asylum
inmate thought to be incurably
insane) is actually speaking a
dialect of Egyptian that diecl out
miliennia ago. It's kr-rou.n oniy
from hieroglyphs. You can tracc
his language to an exact period of
Egyptian historl'. Perhaps there will
be more clues in the history books.

Sample Clues
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Ancient Lanquaqes
Akkadian: An ancient languagc of the Midcl le East. The languagc of '
r l iplomacr,ancl culture from thc 3r<l Mil lcnnium BC to the earlv lst
Mil lcnniurn AD.

Ancicnt Zapotcc: Thc language of' possibll' thc earlicst Mcsoamcrican
script,  though thc Olmcc script may be earl ier. Since tcxts arc f 'ew
and rclat ivclv short,  an<l r l i f1lcult  to interprct,  thc script is csscntial lv
unclccipherccl.  300 BC - 700 AD.

Celt iberian: An ancicnt cclt ic languagc ' f  the northcrn Ibcrian pcninsular.

lst c't'r-rturt llC.

Epigraphic Mayan: Thc languagc or languagcs of ' thc Mayan glyphs,
inclut l ing Ch'olt i '  ancl Yucatcc. This * r i t ing svstcm \\.as n()t  decipherer_
unti l  thc 1960s, but in a l)ulp gamc thc Kccpcr might al low somc:
ru<l inrcntan' un<lcrstan<lir-r-q. 3"1 Ccnturt,  I lC.

Khitan:l 'he cxt i 'ct languagc.f the Khitan dvnast), ,  u,hich at.nc t ime rulccl
n ruch  o f  Mongo l ia ,  Manchur ia  anr l  nor thurn  Ch ina .916 -  1125 AD.

Minoan: l-hc languagt'  or languagcs that un<lcrl ic t l .rc undeciphcrcrl  Lincar A
tcxts, f i run<l r,r .r i t tcn.n clay tal>lcts.n crctc an<l neighboring islanrls. circ.a
I  800 anr l  1450 l l c .

Maharastr i  l )rakri t :  A languagc ol 'Maharastra, Incl ia, i t  is als. uscrl  in thc
<l ialog an<l songs ol ' lorv-class charactcrs in Sanskrit  plays. Frorn thc 5th
Ccr.rturv l lC.

Ol<l Aramaic: Thc olr lcst vcrsion <>l ' thc Aramaic languagc. Ir .rscript ions
l i runr l  in  Sr  r ia .  I0 -8 th  c .c r . r t .  l lC .

Punic: An ancicnt languagc r>f 'Northcrn Afr ica. A' . f l lsho.t . f 'ph.cnicia.,
this * 'as thc language . l 'Carthagc an<l i ts t :mpirc. lst Mil len' ium l lC 600
AT).

Puyo: An cxt inct languagc oncc spoken in Manchuria.

Sumcrian: An an<rient languagc of southerrn Irac1.Thought to bc thc l i rst
n'r i t tcn languagc. Bcfirrc lst Mil lenniurn l lC.

Zhang-zhung. An ancicnt language of Wcstcrr-r "f ibct & Ce ntral Asia. 7th -

Architecture
1930s housing r,r.as characterizerl bv
chc-ap, ki t  sct homcs bui l t  to house
migrant workcrs r,r'ith govcrnmcnt
pcnsions, anrl  yet some of North
Amcrica's most impressivc bui ldings
rvcre also bui l t  in the 1930s.

Sample Special Benefits:
' While breaking in to a house, vou

obser.r'e that houses from this

era havc mctal-framc<l r.vindows,
lvhich are suscerptible to rust.
Rather than brcak thc glass, you
may silcntly rerlove the winclor,r,'
from its framc.

'  While exploring, you cncounter
floorboarcls that are old ancl
creakv, but your lamiliarity with
thc architecturc means you knovv
where to vvalk to avoicl them. You

gain a tu,o point dedicated pool fbr

Stcalth in that building.

' The lloorboards in these old
buildings aren't very strong,
cspecial ly in large rooms. I f

you can lure the thing into the
ballroom, i ts bulk wil l  send i t
crashing several floors down into
thc bascment.

' On discovcring a room partly
constructed according to a weird

gcometrical plan (eithcr unfi nishcd
or dilapi<latecl) you find your
. rn  h i l c t tu ra l  knowlcdgt .  g iv t ' s  y t>u
unique insights. You are able to
rcconstruct how the room woulci
havc lookcd, al lowing you to
construct a similar room;this givcs
spccial dcf'ence against ccrtain
supcrnatural threats, or cnables

you to summon arcane assistancc,
according to the whim of the
Kccpcr.

Sample Clues
' Thcre's a spatial anomaly in the

dcsign of ' thc bui lding. Thcrc secms
to be'missing' spacc, perhaps a
sign of a hicldcn room.

. Thc bui lding is a burnt-out
ruin, but fiom what's left of the
structurc you can make some

guesses about the original layout,
lcading you to uncor.er thc
entrancc to thc ccl lar.

' The plastcnvork on one w,all is
subtly different lrom the rcst. It
looks l ike someone had i t  rcdone
reccntly. Maybe there's something
cntombed behind i t .

Art
Abilitq Focus: Popular Art Forms
of the 1930s
Theater: Musical Theatcr remained
popular through the thirties, despite
relatively high-ticket prices compared
to new' entcrtainments such as movics
and radio. Stage actors could still
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c'ommancl fhmc similar to sonrc rnovrc

stars, thor.rgh the-v vvcre nevcr as r".ell

pair l .  Struggl ing actors urukl l lnd

rvork in thr: theatr:r much as thcy r1o

to<lav.

Radio Drama: A form of audio

storvtelling performccl over thc radio,

racl io drama took olf  in the 1920s

and remainccl popular in the 1930s.

Spanning almost any gcnre, from

soap opera to detectivc fiction, and

ranging widt: ly in qual i ty, rarl io drerrna

provi<lcd employment t() lnany actors,

antl gave a lot of aspiring plavrvri-qhts
and novel ists thcir start.

In 19 38, C)rson Wcllcs t i ' rr i f ied

America lvith tlrc infamous l4''cir of'

theWbrl,ls radio broadcast. Manv

hous. 'h,r l t ls, una\\ ' . l re that rr hai tht '1'

u'ere listcning to was a rarlio clrama,

listenetl in horror to the dcscriptions

of alien, tentacular monstcrs emer-qing

lrom thcir craf i .  Sonrc cvcn \\ ' ( 'nt so

fhr as to pack thcir bekrnginqs ancl

l lce fbr thc hi l ls. l )crhaps sornt '  pt:oplt '
rcal lv cl i<l ( 'ncount( 'r  al icn cnti t ics back

th tn?

Photography: [)hotographv as

.ur  . l r t  l i ) r 'n l  \ \ .1 \  ( )n l \  i t t s t  rc t  .  i r  i t tg

rccogrri t ion. Most art photoqral;he'rs
ol thc t inrt '  i rnitat i '<l  paint ing str ' lcs.
' [ ' l r i s  

m<>r 'c rncn t ,  ca l  le t l '  P ic ' t<>ra l i sm' ,

oftcn usctl  soft l i rctrs f i>r a <lrcann,

ronrant ic  look .  h r  thc  1930s,  . r ro thcr

nrovcnrcn t , 'S t ra igh t  l ' ho tograp l r r ' ' ,

. rr lr 'oc.rt t ' r l  f i>r thc .rcsthetic r lual i t ics ol '

photographv as an art in ol i tsclf .

A pic' tori .r l ist pl ' rotographe r nriqht trr

to rcpro<lucc a classir '  paintt ' r l  inr.rgt '

t l tat cont.r ins cle rnt 'nts of holror,

suc lr  as I: trst ' l i 's 7hc \ i tThtnrorc. 
-[ 'his

inrnc<liatclt  givcs r isc to a PicAnrorr ls

l /oJcl str lc r>l sccnario; r,r ,hat grinrr ing,

t l s  r r t i sh  t l t i t tg  u . rs  th t '  rca | - I i l i '  n ro r l t ' l

l i r r  the  p iccc?

M o v i e s :  
' l ' l r e  

1 9 l 0 s  w a s  a  t l c c a < l c

o l  l r u r , t t o t t i t t , '  r r t ' { ) \ \ t l l  l 6 r -  t l t . '  l i l r '
.: .> !\

in<lustry. I{ t 'c 'or<l prol i ts, grolr ' ing

aur l ienc t ' s ,  . rn< l  <k ' r ' c lop inq  t t ' r ' h r ro logr

r r r , r r l r ' l l r t  l i l r n  i n r l t r s t l r  . u r  (  \ (  i t i l l g . l t ' l

l i r rn r  f i r r  thosr  u ,ho  l t ' r c  in . , , l r ' " J .

Anit ' r i r ' . rn l i l rn ol '  t l r t '  <leca<lt '  l rcq.rn

an< l  en t lc< l  s  i th  Ho l lvuoo<1,  . rn< l

Anrcr ica t t  l i l n rs  p r t> , iuccc l  ou ts i t l c  LA

u'r 're alrnost r:nhcar<l r>1 . Fi lnr stars

toInmatrr l t '<l  t tnprett ' t lentct l  f .rnrc anrl

voung peop lc  f loc 'kc< l  to  Ho l l luoor l  t< r

bc'r 'onrc part o[ ' thc ncw fhrl .

Music: Thc 19.10s saw thc gros t l ' r

ol 'popular music as an art l i rrnr ancl

a r l ivcrsif icat ion of nrusical stvlr 's.
' l l i g  R . r n t l s '  r r  i l l t  , l , , z t  n s  , , 1  r r r .  n r l , ,  r .

playcd swirrg music in clubs arrr l  bars,

u'hi lc classic al comPoscrs cnjolccl

st-rt-ue Feclcral lun<l ing. Folk n'rusic,

cpitomizc<l by thc pcrformer Woody

Guthric, r'oicccl the harclships <>f'

displaced ancl starl ing s-orkcrs.

Paint ing: Art stvlcs ol thc clccaclc

included' l{cgional ism', rcal ist ic

ry

of North American Architectural Stqles '-,li
1600 1780: Color-r ial :  An American stvlc insuirt '<l  bl arc hitccturt '  l i -onr

colonizing countr ics, this stylc r,arics irulncnsclv accor<l ing to tht 'r 'ountrv ol 
t

origin of ' the colonists. t

1720 1u00: Gcorgian: Statclr ' ,  large , and slr-r.urctr ical,  ( i t 'orgian hor-rscs

imitatc(l  English manor horncs. Brick buikl ings, thev ol icn ha<l plastcr
f ica<lcs.

1750-  1 | i80 :  Ncot  lass ica l / l i '< lc ra l i s t / l< lca l i s t :  I  I ighh ,  o rnar r rcn ta l ,  inc lu< l ing

<>ddit ie s l ikc o',  al r()()ms, arr ' l ' rr :cl  ' l 'al la<l ian' n' in<lor 'r ,s, antl  garlatr<ls.

1790 1850:  Greck  re l i r ' . r1 .  Fca tur t ' s  insP i rc< l  l r l  c lass ica l  ( i rcck  r r th i t rc l r - r r t ' ,

such  as  co lumns,  pcr l i rncn ts  an t l  th t '  l i kc .

1840 1900:V ic to r ian .  An t ' c l t ' c t i c  s t r ' l t ' ,  i nc l r - r r l ing  Got l i i r ' , r rchcs . rn< l  po in t t ' t l
rvin<lon s, 'ginqcrbrcarl '  tr inr, asl urn.rt ' t rr ' ,  ' l tal i .rn.rtc '  lon roof .s . tn<l u i<lc

cai 'e s, 'St ic 'k Arc hitccturt" u,hich inri tatc:t l  r lc<l icr,al st_vlt 's, an<l ' ( ]ut 'r 'n

Annc 's tv lc ,  uh ich  inc lu< l t ' r l  tos ' t ' r s ,  t r l r rc ts ,  n r , rp  anrun< l  porchcs . rn< l  t> thcr

f inc i lu l  < lc ta i l s .

1860-  l cXX) :  Ar ts  . rn< l  Cra l i s :  Charac ' tc r i s t i c  l i ' a tu r t ' s  in t  lu r l c :  E labora t t '

soo< l rvork ,  cxpos t '< l  bcarns  an< l  in t t 'g r r t ion  s  i th  sur rour r r l ings ,

1  890-  1  9  1  4 :  Ar t  Nouvcau.  A lso  knorvn  as 'Nt ' r ' r ,  S ty lc '  . i r t  h i t cc  tu r t ' ,  Ar t

Nouvc.ru lrr.r i l<l ings rvcrt '  inspirc<l l l '  n.rtrrrr ' .  
' l 'hc_r'  

w t ' rc .rslrnnrctr ir ' . r1,

l ca tu r inq  archcs  an< l  cur \ ' ( ' s ,  n rosr ic  s ,  p lan t  l i ke  t ' rn l> t ' l l i shnrc r r ts  anr l  J . rpant ' s t '
n ro t i  I  s .

1895 19  30 :  Fours<prar - r ' .  An  t ' x t rc rnc l r '  popu l . r r  s t r  l c  . r l l  ov t ' r  th t '  L In i tc< l

Statcs r l tr t '  to thc t ht 'ap kitst ' t  h<>uscs nranuficturt '<l in t l r is stvlr ' ,  I i rrrrs<1uart '

r ' r ,as tvpi l ic<l l>v l>oxl ikc housc's, f trur-rootn l loor plans, tr ' r 'o stori t 's r l  i th a

ccn t ra l  s ta i rcase an t l  a t t i c ,  ; rn< l  a  u  i< l t '  l ro rch .

1925-19 l5 :  Ar t  l )cco .  V t ' rv ' rno< l t ' rn '  look ing ,  Ar t  I ) t ' r ' o  1 i 'a t r - r rc< l  t 'ub ic '

f i rrms, ziqzag pattcrns, c' lc;rn l incs, an<l I iqr 'pt iarr nrot i l 's inspirerl  b_v thc

<l isc<x crv ot 'Tutankhamcn's tomb.

1900 l ' r t ' scn t :  Mo< l t ' rn .  A  < l i s t inc t i v t ' s tv lc  us t ' r l  cspcc ia l l r ' l i r r  l r rgc  pu l> l i c
bu i l c l ings ,  M<><lc rn is t  a rch i t t ' t ' tu rc  f . . r tu r i . ,  f i rn . t iona l  , l " r ig , , ,  r .1 ' - , i r " '

anc l  rcc tangu lar  shapcs ,  mi r r in ra l  o rn l rn t 'n ta1 ion ,  n rc ta l  . rn< l  concrc tc

construc't ion, an<l lhr:tory marlc lrarts.

il

lil;
l 't i :
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paint ings of rural sccncs, 'Abstract ' ,

n'hich depictecl abstract shapes and

colors, 'Social Rcal ism' u'hich depicted

lives of'workcrs and homeless during

thc Dcpression, and'Surreal ism' l l 'hich
juxtaposed incongruous and bizarrc

images with elements of normality.

Surrealism is a perf'ect style for Mythos

concepts to creep in. Alien vistas ancl
irnpossible geometries w<;ulcln' t  bc out

ofplace on a surreal ist canvas.

Sample Special Benefits
'  You cncounter a group ofpeople

who happcn to have heard ofyou

antl admirc your rvork. They'll go
out of ' thcir way to bc hclpful to

you, at thc cost of some amount of '

your personal t ime: pcrhaps you
c , r u L l  s i g n  t h i s ,  g i r t ' ) ( , u r  o p i n i o n

on that, or sing onc of your
numbcrs with a mcmbcr o1'thc

lamily? Gain a two point dc<l icatcd

pool fbr intcrpcrsonal ski l ls uscd

among thcse pcoplc.

'  Ycrur art is a comfort to you.
Proclucing a part icularly imprcssivc

work of art,  a well-rcccivcd rccital

or cxhibit ion, or a claring ncrv

composition allows you to rclicsh

vour Stability r,r,'ith a Confi<lcncc
t .( . l to .

' You produce a work ofart that

af'fccts vou deeply, taking you
back to a timc earlier in your lif-e.

Pcrhaps a song rcmincls you of a

traumatic event years ago, or an

image was inspirecl by a lost love .
You can relate a flashback sccnc.

' Certain rhng.s communicate u.ith

organs other than human lips ancl

tongues. Nobody could speak

their language naturally but

perhaps you could replicate it with

a musical instrument? You have a

chance to communicate with them.

Sample Clues
' You've encountered a strangely

familiar woman several times now

I f irfi"'fr1
WtY: l

I t  l inal ly dawns on you whcrc

you'vc sccn thc woman's I 'acc

bcfbrc in thc background ofa

wcll-known paint ing. Thc only

problcm is thc paint ing is almost a

hun<lrcd ycars old.

'  You'vc t l iscovcrc<l somc scratchy

rccorclings in an abandoncd attic.

Thc wcirr l ,  pulsing music has a

timc signaturc that makes n() scnsc

as a musical piece. I t  must bc somc:

kind of signal. I t  would take a

scientist to clccodc i t ,  howcvcr.

Art Historq
For English spcaking pcoplc, lormal

Art History as an acadcmic pursuit r'vas

almost entirely ncw anrl thc gror,vth
of the study of 'art history in Amcrican

ancl British collegcs can be traced to

thc influx of German art historians in

the 1930s. Academic art history of the
1930s did not consider Modern art,

but rathcr studicd thc art of ancient

and Rcnaissancc artists.

There were two main schools of art

history:

Formalism: This school anaiyzed

the form and execution ofthe piece
of art, attempting to understand the

aesthetic use ofline, color, shape,

composit ion, and so on. Formalist art

historians dctcrmine i f  a work of art is

rcalist or abstract, rcprcscntational or

t ' x l l r t  ss ion is l  ,  an< l  s t ,  , tn .

Contextual ism: This school

attcmpts to placc artistic works in

thcir historical contcxt: thc elfect of

historical cvcnts on the work ofart,

and thc c{fcct of thc u.ork of art on

history. Contcxtualists analyzcd the

themcs of a piccc of art and comparccl

thcm to othcr works of the same

pcr iod .

One of the paintings in a collection

you're examining appears to be

a hitherto unknou'n work by an

Impressionist mastcr. It will fctch

. r  t i t l y  sum i { ' so l r l  a t  auc t ion ,  o r

donated to a museum it will gain

you considerable prestige.

Looking at the works of an

artist, you gct an insight into

her personality. Gain a tu,o

point dedicated pool for using

intcrpcrsonal skills against the

artist, or for attempting to calm

her troubled mind.

Sample Special Benefits

{
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A Brief Timeline of Artistic Stules
Middlc Agcs (750 900): Garish, highly symbolic art, u,hich rellected

rcligious or r'r.'arlike themes.

Gothic (1 100-1300): Stained glass, clarkcr works, ' f lat 'appcarancc.

The Renaissancc ( 1 300- 1 600): Thc 'ne w birth' of art sar.v many technical

innovations : balanccd composition, pcrspcctivc, chiaroscuro, and the

beginnings of real ism.

Baroque Art ( 1 600- 1 750): Flamboyant, clistortccl picturcs, oftcn portraits of

nobi l i ty.

Rococo Art ( 1700 1789): Decorative, cokrrful picturcs, clescendccl from thc

l laroclue style. Portraiture makcs up thc majori ty of ' this stvlc.

Rcalism (1850 1940): A predominantly American style ,  concerncd with

clcpict ing dai ly l i |c. Often overt ly pol i t ical.
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'  While at a social lunction, you
rl iscor.er a piccc of art on rvhosc

particular stt'lc vou oncc \\'r()te

a trcatise.You can lccturc about

it at lcngth, and proviclc somc

lascinating insights. Although son.rc

might be borc<l bv vour lccture,

ot l ' rcrs rvi l l  bc impressecl, sccing
you as an expcrt.  They' l l  trust

r 'our opinions on other subjccts as

u ,c l l .

Sample Clues
' Tl'rc lramc of a strangc painting

<locsn't  match w,i th thc agc of thc

piccc, lca<l ing vou to invcstigatc

l irr thcr. Surc cnough, thc framc is

a r( 'ccnt a<lr l i t ion, ancl c<>nccals a

hi<l<lcn coml)artmcnt.

'  Y<ru cncountcr a piccc that sccms

abstract .  just a col lcct ion o| I inc:s

an<l colours, but that runs stronglv

against al l  I 'ou knor'r 'ol ' thc art ist 's

choscn stvlc.You suspcct t l -rat

this is an actual rcprcscntation o1'

sorncthing thc artist sau', hor.r,cvcr

unl ikclv that sccms.

'  An apartmcnt givcs thc' i rrrprcssion

ol povcrtr.  an<l thcre's no si-qn

of the stolcn rn()ncy v()ur group
cxpectcrl to fln<1. H,r*,.,r,.,.,

v<.ru rc:co-qnizc an unrcmarkablc

papcr* 'cight that is actual lr ,a

prizei l  u'ork by a rvcl l  knorvn

sculptor, u,orth thousan<ls.

Assess Honestg
Abilitq Focus: 'Tells', thinqs
people do when theq lie
Tells arc great fun to incorporate int<r

role playing. Rathcr than simply telling

the plavcr that she suspects a pcrson
isn't  tcl l ing the truth, usc a r lcscript ion

of thc'tcl l ' that sl ' r t :  noticccl.

A person lvho is lving mav give it au'av

u.hen thcv do anv of these: lick their

lips, touch their f'ace, look up and to

thc lcft, rub their hands together or

on their clothes, cover their mouth,

loclk away, smilc, laugh incongruously,

b l ink  r . rp i t l l r ,  l l i n th ,  l c rok  <1u i tk l1  a t

the l istcner to ju<lgc thcir rcaction, or

clcar thcir throat frcquently.

Often, people havc a dist inct ive't ic '

that thcv perform rvhencverr tl-rey're

nervous playing with jewclry,

t"vi tching, repcating a certain phrase,
drurnrning their f ingcrs, trvist ing their

hair,  an<l so on.

Sample Special Benefits:
'  Yru noticc that a suspcc't  has a

;rart icular tcl l ,  that shc pt:r lorms
ut.rcrr>rtsciouslv whcncvcr sl ' rc l ics.

Shc' l l  ncvcr gct ()nc past rrru again.

'  Corrlrorrtc<l with his l i t :s, a suspcct

is thror 'r 'n of i-gr-rarr l .  Hc balr lr lcs

r>ut l-r is inr 'olvcnrcnt irr  thc plot
s t r . l i ! ' l ) t  i l \ \  J \ .  \ J \  in r r  th t  p r ( )u r )

valuablc intcrrogation t irnr ' .

' Wl-rr:n rvaiting to talk to a

rccc;-rt ionist ()r socrctary, you
overht 'ar a conversati<ln shc has

in n l ' r ich shc l ics throuqh lre r

t t 'cth about rvhat she 's 
up to this

,uvct 'kr:n<1. ExPosing thc uoman's

l i c  c t>u ld  ge t  hcr  in  a  lo t  o l  t roub lc .
( iain a t lrrr-point lJurcauc racv pool
for this organization.

Sample Clues
'  You lol lorv thc rvoman's cycs as

you qucstion hcr. Though shc

claims not to knorv thc location o[ '

thc hir l<lcn clocumcnts, hcr cvcs

constantly dart to a paint ing on thc

wall .  Could i t  conceal a hi<lden

s a l c f

' Thc man's lving. He obviously

knows more about the cult than he

lets on. Now that you'r'c shaken

hirn up, perhaps fbllou.ing him

covcrtly u'ill lcad you to thc other

membcrs.

' You can read the woman like a

book. She f'cigns clisintcrest, but

you know shc's pumping you fbr

i n l i r r m a t i o n .  I n r t s t i g a t i n q  t h i s

\'\'()rnan may lcad to furthcr clucs.

Astronomq
Astronomy is onc ol'the l'eu" sciences
q.hcrc <le'dicatc<l ar-nateurs arc still

ablc to contr ibutc uselul data. In

the 1 910s, sevcral signi l icant

adr.anccs n,ere ma<lc in astronomv,

both tccl 'urological,  and in tcrms ol

t l iscovcrics o1'ncrv celestial l>otl ies.

Thc most significant of thcsc u,as thc

con[irrnation of '  thc location of '  Plut<r

orYur ' r 'o th  in  1910.

Abilitq Focus:Techniques nnd
Equipment
S t a r  H o p p i n g :  5 1 , r - h o p p i n g  i s

a tccl ' rniquc cmpl<>vcrl  bv amatc:ur

astr()n()rncrs l i rr  f i rr<l ing cclcst ial

objccts rvith a terlcscopc. Aftcr

Iocating a u'cl l-know,n star that

is visible t<> thc nakc<l cvc, thc

astronoDr( 'r  uscs star-maps or lTlcl-nor\

to 'ho l ; '  bc twccn lan< lmark  s ta rs .  A

star-hoppin-q astr()n()rncr n'ou l i l  be:

ablc to rcmcmbcr exacth u'hcrc he

na,  look i r rg  u  h , ' r r  l r , .  sau  . r  t , ' l t . s t i . r l

anomaly.

Sett ing Circlcs: Sctt ing circlcs arc

manual rncasurcl-nont clevir:cs that

can bc placed on thc horizontal an<l

vert ical rotat ional axis ofa lclcscopr:.

Wht 'n  t  a l i l r r . r te r l  l l r r '  po in l  ing  thc

tclescopc at a known star, an<l then

adjustin-q the sett ing circles to match)

anv ct ' lcst ial phcnonrena markecl on

the sctt irrg circlcs can bc locatcd, by

rotating the tr:lcscopc to thc in<licated

sett ings on thc circlcs. A cult  could

possess something similar, in <>rdcr to

align their apparatlrs preciscly to thc

rays of some balcf ul cosmic orb.

Radio Astronomy: Professional,

or extremcly well fr"rnded amateur

astronomcrs might have uscd a radio

tclescope. Developed in 1937, radicr

telescopes detect radio waves cmitted

from celestial bodies. In the 1 930s,

the sciencc of radio astron()mv was
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extremely limitcd. Radio waves

from the ccnter ofthe galaxy were

cl iscovered by accident in 1933, but

further mapping of the sky did not

happen until late in the decade, and

the sun's radio emissions wcre not

identified until the 1940s.

Almanacs: Almanacs, such as the

Farmer's Almanac (the most well-known

American almanac), are publ ishcd
books ol' infbrmation, featuring daily

weather predictions, astronomical

evcnts ( including ecl ipses, meteor

swarms, and comets), t ides, and

housckccping ancl farming advicc.

Enthusiastic amateur astronomers

would consult an almanac firr

preclictions of intcresting cclestial

cvents.

Sample Special Benefits
' In the c()urse of your stargazing,

you discovcr or reconfirm a

hitherto unknown or dubious

celcst ial objcct, such as a comet,

asteroicl,  or nebula. Gain a

two point dedicated pool for

interpersonal skills with other

astronomers.

' Your detailed knowledge of the

stars lets you identify a star map

instantly, and you know cxactly the

date and latitude at which thc map

was drawn. You don't have to clo

any observations to confirm your
hypothesis.

'  You remcmbcr that an impressive

celestial event, perhaps an eclipse

or a meteor swarm, is predicted
very shortly. Gain a two point
dedicated pool for intimidating

impressionable folk; alternatively,

gain the same bonus for outdoor

stealth during the event.

Sample flues
' Calculating from the times and

strengths of the radio interference,

you train your telescope on area of

sky most likely to be the source.

Expecting to sce some kind of

comet, you see something much

more disturbing.

' The tiny hole in the roof of the

temple is exactly positioned to

admit the light of only a single star,

once a year. According to your
calculations, that night is three

nights hence!

' The killings all took place while

the star Fomalhaut was in the same

place in the sky. It's too unlikely to

be coincidence, but the police will

never treat it as a scrious clue.

Barqain
In the time of the Great Depression.

hagg l ing  is  a  va luab lc  sk i l l .Thosc  who

can get what they need and pay the

least or sell to those reluctant to part
with their money --are the most likely

to cope. Bargaining isn't just about

commerce , however. It's all about

striking deals.

Sample Special Benefits
' The shop owner is left f-eeling as

if you've done him a favor, rather

t2
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than the othcr u'ay anruncl. Hc's

actuallv quitc intimidatccl by vou

an<l fecls he has to rnakc it u1.r

to you someholr.. l)o you necd

supplies? Coukl hc take vou
somcrvhcre in the delivery van?

' Nothir.rg brings down prices likc

a sob storv. Y<ru mav call lbr a

l lashback sccnc.

'  A rct ircd insurancc salcsman l ikt:s

your hart l  bargaining stvlc, and

suggests you go fbr a <lr ink. IJc has

solne crecpy talcs to tcl l  of a tou'n

he visi tecl once.

'  You spot  a  r . r lua l t l t ' an t iqu t  a ln ( ) r lg

thc trash in a scconrl-han<l shop.

You can scl l  i t  to a col lcctor, or

rnaybc traclc it lirr a fhr'or.

'  
Just as vou're about to Icavc thc

pavvn shop, a dovvn-on-his-luck

busincssman brings in suitcast:s

lul l  of '  bclongings. Thc shopkccpcr

l ikcrl  vou, so you' l l  gct t i rst <l ibs

on anvthing in thcre . l t 's an i<leral

t imc to stock up on csscntials at a

knock<lown ratc.

Sample flues
' A tribesrr-ran is reluctant to shor,r'

you to the spot'r'r,he rc thc gigantic
corpse ol somc unknoq'n crcature

rvas lbund, but you can rca<l his btxll

languagc he likes t,;ur ne11,, sharlr

rnachetc vcry' much, anrl you'll bc

ablc to do a trade.

' A cultist kceping you captivc is

grecclv and stupi<i, but you rlon't

havc anyling on you to bribe him

with. Fortunately, you'rc a goul
cnough bargainer tiat t}re mere

promise ol a rcward is enough to

cntice him to look the othcr way.

' A policc officer is willing to let you
look at certain sensitive case files,

but only in cxchange for keeping the

murders out of the press until the

investigation is finished.You might

not be ablc to do that, but you can

certainh convincc hirn that you rvill.

Biologq
Er,olut ionart '  biologv as i t  is knos'n

todav emergerl as a svnthesis o1'

scr.cral acaclemic f lel<ls in thc 1930s.

Holvcvcr, i r-r most unir.crsit ics i t  n'ould

not bc sturl icr l  in this fbrm fbr manv

rlcca<les.

Analyzing Organic Substanccs:

Without sophist icatct l  microscopy, ancl

lrcf irrc thc invt 'nt ion of thc morlcrn

rnass spcctromctt:r,  i<lcnti fying or

analyzing substanccs mcant close

ol.>scrr,at ion un<lcr a micr<lscopc, anrl

pcrhaps chcmical tcsts. Substanct:s or

spccie's ne\\ '  t()  scicnc'c c'oul<l onlv bc

ir lcnt i f lc<l b1' analogy; that is, by rvhat

knou,n thing the1, most rcscmblc<l. A

b io log is t  o l ' thc  1930s thcrc fo rc  rc l i c< l

on both a grerat n'orking knou lc<lgc

ol 's1;ccies ancl an cxtensivc l ibrarl  of '

<lata.

Venomous and Poisonous
Animals
Wc'vc inclu<lc<l this l ist t>f nastv

cri t turs as ir lcal shock f ir<lclcr lor

investigators r 'vi th thc Biologv abi l i ty.

Wt: 'rc al l  farni l iar with thc rn()ment

r 'r ,hcn thc trainecl l>iokrgist tcr l ls you
tt> kccp vcrv st i l l  inr lcccl,  not to makcr

anv suclclcn Inovcs, an<l l<>ok sl ightly t<r

y o u r  l c l i . . .

Ycllovr. Lippcd Sca Krait (Laticauda

colubrina): A black ancl grey str iped

sea snakt: founrl in tropical r.l'aters, it

posscsses neurotoxic venom which

causes numbness and death.

Box Jcllyfish (Cubozoa): Not true
jellyfish but rather'cubozoa' ; Box

Jc l l y l i sh  come in  s t ' rc ra l  spec ies .

Some specics of Box Jellyfish are

extremely lethal, killing in minutes,

while others are rarely i'atal but induce

increclible full-body pain, nausea and

hypertension fbr scveral days.

Bluc l{ inged Octopus (Hapalochlacna):

A tiny octopus, about thc sizc of a golf

bal l .  I ts potcnt tetrotoxin induces

paralysis ancl respiratory failurc.

Artificial respiration mav savc a r-ictim.

Rcef Stonellsh (Synanceia verrucosa) :

Thc most lenomous f ish in thc u.orld,

its sting is incrediblv painf'ul, causing

paralvsis, nccrosis of surrounding

tissuc, antl  clcath.

Cont '  Sn . r i l :  Ont '  spc t  i t  s  o [ -aqu. r t  i r

cone snai l ,  Conus gcogrophus,is
consi<lcrt:<l the most toxic crcaturc on

carth. I ts vcnom, a tctrotoxin similar

to that of ' tht:  Bluc Ringcd Octopus,

ki l ls u' i thin minutcs.

Goldcn P<rison Frog (Phyllobates

terrihilis): A tir-ry ye llor.r' frog lionr
( 'o lumbi l ,  i l  p ro t lu t t ' s  r  po ison
(batrachotoxin) that, introducerl tr.r

thc bloorl  stcam or ingestcd, causcs

paral l 's is and hcart fai lurc, somctimcs

u,i thin minutcs. Frogs brecl in

captivi ty clo not proclucc this pois<in.

Sample Special Benefits
'  When <lramatical ly appropriate,

vou announcc that vou know a

certain animal 's bchavior antl

anatomy wcll ,  having studiccl i t

cxtcnsivcly <luring vour training.

You gain a trvo poir.rt dcclicatcd

pool tor r iding and taming, hunting

anrl ki l l ing, or hclping to trcat tht:

rvoun<ls causcd by this spccics of'

anin-ral.

' The creaturc you'vc just discor,erecl

crau4ing out of your slipper is

o l 'a  h i ther to  unkn,x r  n  sp t ' c ics .

Thc discoverv u i l l  br ing 1'ou
international fame, anrl vou t'ill

be able to give a Latin name to the

species. The notoriety w'ill give

you a two-point dedicatecl pool lor

Bureaucracy when dealing with

scienti l ic inst i tut ions.

' The investigating team's discovered

the partial paw print (or bone,

t3
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or tooth, or other f}agmentarv

trace as appropriate) of some

large animal. Identi l ,ving i t

c'ould potcntially takc a clay of

c'omparisons to r-arious charts ancl

photographs in a dozcn differcnt

tcxts an<l gr-r idebooks. Lucki ly you
maclc a sturlv of such creaturcs

in col lcgc. You knou cxactlr , tht:

spccics o1' creraturc vou're facing,

antl morcovcr, you knolv wherc

such a spccirncn is l ikclv to bc

n'raking i ts lair.

Sample Clues
'  You l int l  a bl<>oclstain, un<loubtc<lh,

*h .  r l  I l  t l t t '  t  n1 i1 r  lou ' r t '  r 'h ls i t tg

<lorvn.Vru can conc' lu<lc that tht:

th ing 's  b loo< l  i s  coppcr -bascd,  l i kc

sr>mc rrorlcrn-clav ccphaloporls an<l

rnol lusc's, an<l pri i l i t ivc carth- l i fL' .

[ ] luc grccn [r lood l ikc this carr ics

less oxr,gcn than iron-basccl rc<l

b looc l .  
' [ ' hc  

th inq  shou l< l  ha lc  l i t t l c

cn< luranc t ' lo r  a  long chasc .

'  A r lcarl  nran's autopsv shou,s lrc
t l i t , l , r l ' . r r r  . l l ) l )a r (  n t  l r t . t r t  . t t t . t t  k ,

but thc puikl le ol scar-rvater foun<l

.rt  thc sct 'nr: containc<l ()ct()pus

larvac. Thc r leatl-r c 'oulr l  be a vcrv

cxotic poisoning. Such vcnonroLls

octopi could only bc louncl in a

vcr t , t cg , l t laces .

'  ' l 'hc 
pol lcn on a r lc:a<l man's shirt

is f l 'om a rarc plant f i rund in

onlv a I 'cu, locations. With vour
knoulc<lgc of f lora, r 'ou mav bc

.rble to pin <krlr.n thc: cxact sccnc of

thc crimc: a local cxotic ganlcn, a

scientiflc rcscarch cstablishmcnt,

or maybc cven the l-rr>thouse of an

orchid-col krct ing m i l l ionaire.

Bureaucracq
The flovl'cring of burcaucracy that had

bcgun in thc 1 920s continued into the

i 930s, u' i th increasing industr ial izat ion

bringing its charactcristic pyramidal
rnanagemcnt schemcs. Knou'ledgc of

bureaucracy and how to find onc's way

around in it r,r.as a ker, dif rentiator

bctu,cen the cmcrging e<lucated rvhitc-

col lar sector and the less cducated

bluc-col lar rvorkfbrce.

h'r prelious, nrore agrarian schema,

or-qanizations had been smaller ancl

lc:ss central izc<I, with lcss nced lbr

mi<l<l lemcn anrl managcrs. Norq

thc corporatc moclel n'as bccoming

cntrcnched.

Sample Special Benefits
'  This pcrrnit  you'r 'c hatl  printcd off

is good firr thc cntirc ycar. Thcrc

should bc a lot of usc lcft  in i t  cvr:n

aftcr thc currcnt invcstigation cn<ls.

'  You sccm to give of l 'an aura of

privi legc anrl conl lclcncc. No onc

knou's cxactlv r'vhat vour position
is at your putat ivc cor-npanv, just

that thc l>osscs sccm t() want yolr
to havc ,uvhatcvcr you lvant. Thc

pcoplc at othcr companics vou visi t

arc l ikr: ly t() trcat vou u'cl l .

'  Whcn <lcal ing r.vi th an ol l ic ial

1'clu'r ' r :  rnet l>cfbrc, v()u can rcrnin<l

hirn of 'a t imc in r 'r ,hich your hasty

burcaucratic juggl ing savcd hirr.r

l iom bcing f lrcd f irr  i r l lcncss on thc
job. Yru r lav cal l  for a l lashback

scene, ani l  hc owcs you a favor.

'  A burcauc'racr,spcnrl might lct vou
legit imatr: ly obtain <locuments

you'cl otl-rcrwise havc to steal or

fbrgc, such as thc ground plans lor

a bui lding, a copv of 'a r,r . i l l ,  or a

privatc company's accounts.

. Therc's nothing likc -r1<iing straight

to the top. Rathcr than fbol

arouncl with undcrlings all day,
you can put in a call to thc man in

chargc. Hc can gct vou u'hat vou

rvant right arvay.

' This badgc says vou'rc u.ith Intcrnal

Aflairs, n.hich is enough to senrl

even thc most belligcrent ofllccr

running tor cover. Gain a two

point dc<licated pool lbr getting

what you want lrom thc Police

Dcpartmcnt.

' A sccretary bclicves your story

about bcing an ovcnvorkecl intcrn

and lets you look ovcr the liles

unsuperviscrl  long cnough to

take extcnsive photographs.

'  I t 's impossible to get a meeting

with a company's head scientist.

llowcr.cr, you knovl' rvhcrc he likcs

to plav golf', and a f'crv bribes in

the right hands gcts you onto thc

la i rw. ry  r t  th t  samt '  t i rn t ' .

'  Thc cquipmcnt is n'rcant to bc

uscd only l>y grad stuclcnts, but as

an alumnus of thc r:stabl ishmcnt

vou'rc grantcrl  ccrtain privi lcgcs.

Sample Clues:
'  From wl-rat you'vc glcancd rvhi lc

talking to thc staf l 'at a c()mpanv,

thcrc's sorncthing vcrv strangL'

going on. ' fhcrc is no alrscntecism,

nobody cvcr takcs a sick day and

thcre isn't cvcn anv rccor<l o1'

acciclcnts at r,vork. Why is cvcrv()nc

working so harcl? What arc thcy

afraid of? C)r arc they al l  lust
somehou irnrnunc to r l iseasc?

' Al l  of thc companv's kcy

rnanagcrial clccisions arc ratifir:<l

by 'Mr. l l lack',  but you'rc ablc to

picce togcthcr an intcrcsting fhct:

nobodv in thc companv has evcr

mct Mr. l l lack, but thcy al l  sccnr

to know someonc clst: rvho has.

Mr. Black's ol l lce is supposedly on

the eighth 11oor. What's realh, u1t

there?

' Therc arc an arvful lot of janitorial

stafTregistcred herc, about thrcc

times thc number youtl expect

to find in a company this size.

Thcrc alu'avs secms to be someone'

slopping a mop about. What

cxactly arc thev having to clean

up so constantly? Could it havc

something to do rvith this stickv
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residue undcr your shoe?

Chemistrg
The 1930s were a dccarlc of grcat

progress fbr chemistry. Almost all

the missing elemcnts on the periodic
tablc vl'erc cliscovcred ovcr thc coursc

o1'thc deca<lc and the usc of ra<l iat ion

to transfirrrn chemicals was proclucing
morc anrl more interesting results.

Abilitq Focus: Techniques
Bclovr. arc somc tcchniqucs uscrl  in

analyt ic chcmistry in thr: 1930s.

Titration: Titration is thc proccss

ofgraduallv adcl ing a rcagcnt t() a

solut ion unti l  an cqui l ibr ium point is

reached. I)ropert ies o1' thc original

solut ion can be r lctermincd by thc

am()unt of rcagcnt rcquircd. For

examplc, aclding a knor'r 'n alkal inc to

an acidic solut ion unti l  the solut ion

tcsts as ph neutral can dctcrminc thc

acicl i ty of '  thc original solut ion.

Grav imet ry :  An ana l l  t i t  p ro ( ' (  ss

usc<l to dctcrminc the an'rount o| a

substance in a solution by r,r'eighing it

bcfirrc ancl after a transformation. For

example , lvcighing a solut ion, hcating

it to rcmovc lr.atcr, ancl thcn rvcighing

it  again, can dctcrminc thc amount ol '

lvatcr in a solut ion.

Inorganic Quali tat ive Analysis:

A systcmatic analysis in which a

scrics of rcactions arc pcrfbrmed on

the solut ion in or<lcr to <lcterminc

its composit ion. Some rcactions

may cl iminate possibi l i t ics i .c. the

rcaction or lack thereof may sh<-rw

a thcrn ica l  i s  n ( ) t  p rcsent ,  o r  i t  ma1

conflrm thc presence of a chemical.

Belirre the invention of sophisticated

an. r l y t i ca l  cqu ipmcnt ,  th is  w. rs  a

common tcchnique.

Paper Chromatography: This

is a process of separating chemical

compouncls bv applying the solution to

a strip of paper, and then dipping t}re

s t r ip  o l  paper  in to  a  so lvent .  Cap i l la ry

action clrarvs the solvcnt up the strip,

and in lo  thc  so lu t ion ,  separ . r l ing  i1

into its various components. This

tcchniquc is usc<l fbr idcntifving and

distinguishing inks, fhbric dycs and

plant pigrnents.

Sample Special Benefits
'  The'correct '  r ,r 'ay to test a

substance you've cliscovcrccl is

by skrlvlv liltering the solution

through charcoal firr a nurnbcr of

davs. I-{ou'cvcr, you knou that a

f'cr,r, rlrops ol' Molybdcnurn Bluc:

r'vill shovv you 'nvhat you nt:ed t<r

knorv right arvay, saving valuablc

lab t irnc.

'  ln thc coursc of analyzing the sl ir-nc:

left  bchin<l in a crcaturc's uakc,

you f ind a solut ion that sccms

to act ()n i t  l ikc a strong aci<l,

dissolving i t  complctcly. 
-fhat 

wi l l

bc uscf 'ul  ncxt t imc vou f inr l  onc

of your colk:agucs irnprisonctl  in a

sticky mass of thc stufl'.

' Whc:n confi'ontccl lvith an unknorvn

substancc, \ 'ou can announcc

you'vc: cncountcrc<l a sul>stanccr

likc this bcfirrc. Y<ru rnav call firr a

t ' lashback sccnc, in which you lcarn

thc substancc's pnrperrt ics and

l ikelv origin.

Sample llues
' A blr"rish-grecn residuc fcrund

coating the t imbers of a burned-

out apartmcnt contains high levels

of scveral chcmicals lr.hich are r.e rr''

rare ()n Earth. More importantly,

it's highly toxic. Whatevcr left this

stuf'f behind is undoubterlly also the

cause ofthe recent killings.

' Historians have decried a ccrtain

document as a fbkc, as it it alludcs

to technological innovations well

in advance of its purported date.

However, your analysis of the

chemicals in the ink and paper

mark it as authentic. It's either

an incredibly sophisticated hoax,

or the claims in the doc'ument

r'r,arrant I'urther ir-rvestigation.

'  A soapstone-l ikc box f irund in

sorn t '  t  t t l t i s ts '  p ( )ss (  ss i ( )n  sc ( 'n ts

impcrl ious to harrn. [ t 's not

clcn clear rvhat it's ma<kr of,

sincc volr can't  chip o11'a picce

to tcst. Hou'cvcr, aficr rlavs of'

expcrimcntation, \ .ou f ind an

acid that u i l i  cl issol le thc strangc

mineral,  al lor 'ving vou to opcn thc

box, anrl  <l isco'r 'cr i ts corl tents.

Cop Talk
A l ist of spccial ist phrascs ancl

<lcf ini t ions usccl bv pol ict '  of l i<l ' rs can

bc f irun<l un<ler thc Lau' abi l i tv.

Sample Special Benefits
'  You can tcl l  a givcn cop is 'or-r

thc take 
'  

takinq bribes l i -onr

r irganizc<l c'r imc. You cran usc t l ' r is

inl irrmation against thc c'op, or

c\,( 'n att( ' l r l ) t  to [ .>ribc hir-n l<>urscl l ' .
Vru gain a two point i l t '<l icatt '<l

pool f i rr  intcractions rvith t l ' r is

pol ic 'c of i ic 'cr.

'  Wht:n you intcrat ' t  rvi th t l-rc p<>licc,

thc ofllccrs acc('pt \'()u as orte of'

tht: ir  own, clapping yor.r on tht '

bac'k and laughing at r 'our jokes.

Anvoner rvho secs this is l ikclv to

t rt ' , r t  r  ott  rr i th t  ht '  sarn. '  r t 's11, ' t  t

thcv ivoul<l a pol icc of l lcer.

'  Thc cops knou' \ 'our fhther, or

maybe thcy kncr'v you from u,ht'n

vou \\,ere a cop. You r-nav call lirr

a l lashback scenc that cx;r lains thc

connection.

. Whcn vou'rc in a r lcspe.ratc hurrv

to gct somcwherc, 1'ou flnd thc

cops agrec to takc you r.vhere you
necd to go, sirens blazing ancl ncr

qucstions askecl. You cran get across

tolvn u.ithout rl'orrving about

t IATTIC,

Sample ilues
'  When in rcs t iga t ing  a  murder ,  a

t5
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ferv bccrs rvith your olcl budclies

dor.vn at the precinct will gct y<tu

al l  thc information vou ncccl.You

learn the namcs of the victims, thcr

locations of thc murdcrs, and even

somc ol the suspects.

' You llash vour olcl badge ancl get
access to the crimc sccne , no

qucstions askecl. Thcrc's a rvealth

of clucs hcre ar.r,aiting cliscovcry.

'  A cop 1,ou'rc talking to is clearlv

uncomfbrtablc. I-{c opens up to
you, cxplaining holr '  he cloesn't

knor.v horv hc's going to tel l  his

scnior olllccr what hc saw thc

othr:r night r,vhcn hc rvas making

that arrcst dou,n at thc <locks. Hc

lctt  somc rlctai ls out of thc rcport,

l iker thc not-cluitc-human I 'acc that

surf'acc<l lnrm the r,vatcr. Hc sccms

to fccl hc can trust vou, though.

' Tl'rc rertircrl policc olliccr guarcling
a muscum cxhibit  sccms shakcn,

scarcrl .  An cx-cop vr '<ruld har<l ly

admit to bcing f i ightcnc<l, but hc's

sccn somcthing r,r'hich has af}'cctcrl

him t lccply.

Crqptographq
Br:firre the electronic agc ancl the grcat

lcaps ol cncryption and clccrvption

tcchnology precipitated bl WWII, a

singlc person, u,ith thc application

of patience and mathcmatical skill,

coulcl successfully clccrypt and encrypt

almost anv message. Encryption used

bv the US military r.vas surprisinglv

weak during thc 1930s, rvhile criminal

organizations used startlingly complex

encryption mcthods.

Cults with cells in disparate locations

will almost alrvays usc ciphers for

important communications, especially

rvhen thcsc are sent by telegram. This

is, after all, thc modern age. Busting

up a cult's headquarters, if done

quickly enough before equiprncnt has

a chance to be destroved, may lcad to

the discovery ofcipher wheels (sce

bclor'v) or evL'n morc sophisticatecl

machincry, thus allor.ving prcr.iously

discoverccl communications to bc

decoded. This is an cxcel lent ,uvay

to introcluccr cryptic clucs carlie'r in

a story and provirlc plavers r'r'ith thc

means to clercipht:r them later otr.

Abilitq Focus: Techniques and
Devices
Belou. arc some techniques and

deviccs employed bv cryptographic

expcrts ofthe 1930s.

Polyalphabetic Cipher: The

simplest lbrm olt cncrvption is a 'lettcr

substitution' cipher, whcrc each ietter

is replaccd u'ith a dillerent lcttcr,

in a regular pattern. Poiyalphabctic

ciphers are a stcp more complex than

this, changing the pattern of lctter

substitution throughout thc message,

either in a regular pattern or signaling

the change in some u,ay, such as by

capitalizing the llrst letter of the nerv

pattcrn. Polyalphabetic substitution

r'vas dcvcloped in the thirtccnth

ccnturv AD.

Frequency Analysis: In anv

language, certain lettcrs and

t6
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combinations of lctters arc use<l vgith

greatcr lrequcncy than others. For

examplc ,  in  Eng l ish , 'E '  i s  the  most

frequcntlv uscrl  letter, and'the' is

the most comfiron combination

o1'three lcttcrs. Bv counting thc

lrcclucncv of 'occurrcncc of lcttcrs in a

mcssage enco<led r,vith a simplc lctter

substi tut ion cipher, a crvptanalvst can

dctcrmine thc l ikelv substi tut ion of a

numbt:r of lcttcrs, making brcaking

such codes tr ivial.  Polyalphabctic

substi tut ion makes thr: process
much morc t ime consuming, br-rt  i t

is st i l l  vulnerablc to thc tcchnicprt: .

Frcqucncy analysis rvas knou,n lrorr-r

thc lourth cc:ntury Al).

Whce l  C iphers :  l )oe lopcr l  in

thc 1 .5' l '  Ccntury, an<l usc<] as latc as

WWII, rvhccl ciphcrs usccl a <lcvic'c

u-i th a stack ol rcr-olving r l isks printc<l
with lcttcrs on thcir outsi<lc ct lgc to

enco<lc mcssagcs. Thc rkl icc vvas

asscmblccl in a prcdctcrminc<l or<lcr,

an<l thc <l isks rotatcrl  unti l  thc l t : t tcrs

fbrrnc<l thc <lcsircd messagc. Thcn anv

l ir-rc of ' lcttcrs on thc <l isk coul<l bc scnt

as thc cncoclc<l rncssagc. l)ccotl ing thc

mcssagc rccluircr l  having an ide nt ical

clcvicc, an<l knor.r ' ing thc orclcr in

which i t  was asscmblcrl .  A thirt l  party
could dccrypt r."heel ciphcrs using a

mathcmatical attack, providcrl  thcy

intcrccpted cnough matcrial.

Encoding machines: Prototypcs

of thc famous 'Enigma Machinc' of '

WWll s'ere first in'r'cntcd in thc latc

1920s, but thc machinc \ l 'as not a

commcrcial succcss. C)thcr encryption

machincs sa'lv popular use in thc
1930s. These machines used a number

of spokecl rotors to encrypt a mcssage

mcchanically. Those recciving thc

mcssage lvoulcl nced to possess the

same type of machine, and know the

exact setting ofthe rotors, to decode

the messagc. These machines were

o{'varving eff-cctivencss; one of the

most popular models of the day was

decrypted r.vithin a mere three hours

by a tcam of experts.

Cribs: Freclucnt use of 'an identi l lable

phrasc can be a u'cakncss rn an

cncrvptcd messagc. For cxampk:, i f

comnrunications are kn<lr'vn to alr'r'avs

begin with thc: same phrase, thcn this

phrasc can bc uscrl as thc basis firr

dccrvpting thc rest o1'thc rncssage .

Such i<lcnti t lablc phrascs are cal lc<l
' c r ibs ' .

Sample Special Benefits
'  You correctlv guess a'cr ib'  in

an cncryptc<l messagc, r 'ast ly

incrcasing thc spr:c<l ol decryption.

It  should only takr: half ' thc night

non,  anr l  thc 'c r ib '  i t sc l f  may l>c

uscl ul inl irrrnation, cspccial ly i f

i t  has cult ish ovcrtont 's. (Whv

JrJ that gang o1'cult ists alu,avs

say ' l )ccp  s lccps  thc  q rccn  an< l

c recp ing  s lccpcr ' to  each o ther  as  a

grccting?)

'  Y<lu c'an i<lcnti f 'v thc' l ist '  of '

thc pcrson cncrvpting ccrtair.r

inf irrmation. I<l iosyncrasics in tht:

n'av thc inf irrmation is cncrvptc<l

or iransmittc<l givc vou insi 'qirt  into

thc' pcrsorr on the othur cntl .  Livcn

if  vou can't  <lecorle t l ' re mcssagr' ,

\ ( ) t t ' \ ( '  l (  J r n t  s o m r ' t l t i t t g .

'  Yru'rc ablc to rcconstruct thc

mcthocl of crrcrvption, a hithcrto

unknovvn tc:chniquc or <levicr:.
- fhc 

disccx'crv u. i l l  qain vou somc

f'amc and rcsl)cct in thc f lcld,

but also possibly the attcntion of

authorit ies.

Sample Clues
' Thc scroll fbund in a would'be

sorcerer's study appcars to bc a

ritual invocation of some sort,

u'ith unrecognizable polysyllabic

phrases and occult diagrams. ln

actuality, it's not a spell at all. It's

a vcry simplc code mocked up to

look l ike .r spcl l .  antl  you can piece
togcther the sorcerer's plan. Hc

may not even be a sorccrer.

' A lctter vou have received from an

old f i icnd in thc asvlum spcaks of

tr ivial i t ics, and al l  appcars lvcl l .

Horvcvcr, thc unusual capitalisati()n

of some rvor<ls is odd fr-om a

normallv str ict grammanan.

Joining togcthe'r thc capital isc<l

rvorr ls, you'rc able to r leciphcr

vour lr iend's plea f irr  hclp.

'  Some bociks o1'accounts )ou
firurr<l dicln' t  makc anv sensc as

accounts. As you suspcctccl,  thev

\\ 'crc a substi tut ion ciphcr. Hours

of svvcating ovcr your c'alculat i<>ns

pav olf ,  an<l vou're ablc to clccoclc

a paranoi<l mob boss's mcssage t()

h is  under l ings .  Now vou know

thc t 'xact placc ancl t i rnt '  of tht '

mcctirrs.
L-

Evidence Collection
As a <l ircct rcsult  of thc St. Valcntinc's

<lay massacrc ancl thc f irrcnsic u,ork

rlonc f ir l lou' ing i t ,  thc Scicnti f ic Clr in'rc

l)ctcct ior-r Laboratorv u as f irun<lcrl

on thc carnpus of N<lrthlvc'stcrn

Univcrsitv in 1929 in EYanston,

l l l inois. ' fhc FlJl c:r imc lal>oratory rvcnt

<rn to lrc f i>undc<l in 1932.

Thosc rnajor inst i tut ions asi<lc,

sophist icatcd f irrcnsic scicncc labs
(l icl  not cxist in thc 1930s, ancl a lot

o1'r ' l 'hat is novv considere<l cssential

cvidencr: r 'voulcl have been uscless t<r

investigators of thc cra. Noncthclcss,

spccial izc<l clete-ct ivcs or cspccial ly

inquisit ivc fblk rvould usc thc

fbllou,ing techniqucs for collcctir.rg

evidencc.

Abilitq Focus: Techniques
Fingerprints: ( l)ust ing f irr  Prints' ,  as

it  is known, is thc process of applying

a darkly pigmentcd pou.dcr to a n()n-

porous surface to cletect fingerprints.

The powdcr used is usually spccial lv

designecl fbr this purpose, though anv

dark, fine powdcr will do the job.

Document Analysis: Document

analysis is the process ofdiscovering

if tr,vo documents are the product of

i
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a singlc pcrson. A knor.vn sample is

comparcd to a questioncd sample bv

i<lcnti lying dist inct ive charactcrist ics

of'the l.randu riting. Thc rnore:

handrvritten matcrial is fbuntl, thc

rnore conclusivc a match can be macle.

Blood Stains: Wct bloodstains

shoul<l be pickcd up on a gauze pa<l

and tl"rcn dricd. Unlcss tl"re sarnpltr

is refr igcratc<l or lrozcn, i t  mr'rst bc

tcstct l  rvi t l ' r in 48 l ' rours. Dric<l stairrs

shoukl l>e lcft  in place, and i f 'possiblc

t l-rc rvhole object shoul<l bc rcnrovc<l

to bc tcstccl;  othcrs' isc, thct can l lc

s (  rd lx  ( l  in to  . t  con la in t  t ' .

Fibcrs an<lThrcads: Founcl rvhcrc

tal>rics rub against caclt  othcr, or on

rougl-r c<lgcs an<l corncrs, fi-agmcnts

of cloth an<l l lbcr can l>c col lcctct l

u i th tvr,cczcrs anrl  storc<l in e nvclol-rcs.

Thcsc can tl'rcn bc comparctl to <;thcr

substanccs un<lcr t l"rc microscopt:.

Glass: I)attcrns of glass brcaking can

rcvcal <lctai ls of 'an cntry thror-rgh a

u int lon, <;r o1' an impac't  bctn ccn

vch ic lcs .

Paint: Paint is frt:clucntlv for.rnd on

vchiclcs in hit  antl  run cases, or ol l

tools usercl for forced entr ics. Tort ls

shoul<l be rvrappecl in clcan papcr ancl

t iccl shut to l)revent the loss olt  thcscr

samplcs .

Tool Marks: Found ll'herc a tool has

bccn uscd to fbrcr: a lock, or to ol)cn a

rloor, tool marks can bc comltarecl trr

a tool to establ ish a connection. Tht:

mark should be photographcd and

su'abbed to pick up anv traccs of paint

Sample Special Benefits
' After you rolcplav out an

exhaustive evidencc collection

scssion, the Kceper rules that

your evi<lence is perf'ectly storcd

antl vou'r'e collected just the

right materials. You gain a t'r'r'o

point dcdicated pool for futurc

investigations based upon this

evi<lence.

' Your sharp eycs pick out the

esscntial cvidcnce r'vithout needing

to pcrform a dctai lcd search. Yru

can col lcct al l  the et ' idencc in just a

fcw minutes.

'  You f ind something cven thc pol icc

fai lcd to t lctect. Thcl"re imprcsscd

(if 'a l i t t le jealous) antl  vou might

bc cal let l  to assist in luturc cascs.

Gain a tu.o point cle<l icatct l  pool

f irr  Cop' lalk or l lurcaucracy u' i th

t l-r is departmcnt.

Sample Clues
.  A crimc sccnt: has bccn thoroughly

clcanccl, but 1'ou rt't'r'rcmbcr an olcl

cop tr ick. Por.rr ing a l i t t lc r,r 'atcr

onto thc tilctl lloor, vou u'atcl'r it

tr ic 'klc into a crack. Prying uP

that t i lc, you f in<l a pool ol bloo<l

an<l rvattr '  cvi<lcncc thc ki l lcr

coulr ln' t  u'ash away.

'  Tb gct into thc l>ui l<l ing unsccn, thc

culprit r'r'oulcl havc to havt' cottrc

in through a window. Dusting thc

grounrl l loor r.r ' incl<xvs for prints,

you fin<l a pcrfi'ct sct, along rvith

solncthing elsc clar 'r '  marks.

'  Somc f lnancial t locuments lvcrtr

cornplctcly shrcdde<1, but that

only slou's you clown. Hours ol '

painstaking u'ork u' i th gltrc anrl

tapc, antl  you'vc picccd thcm lrack

togcthcr again. Norv thc t letai ls of

thc cmbczzle mcnt arc matlc clc:ar.

Flatterg
Sample Special Benefits

'  Thc dcbutantc doesn't  just

acquiescc to y()ur requests, shc

secnts to be ir-rterestcd in you! This

t  hara t l r ' r  ma1 l l c tomc a  r t ' cu r r ing

N P C .

' You've obviously made an

impression, as vou'rc invitcd ttr

attend a private soirce, whcre

you may meet several imPortant

dignitarics.

'  Your u' inning smile is al l  i t 's ever

takcn to turn a rlran to jclly. You

don't even nectl to \\'aste time

chatting him up.

' Your complimcnts gct the hostcss

talking on her fa'r 'or i tc subicct.

Normallv this is thc boring part,

but you actually learn a tl.rir.rg or

tuol Gain a two point dedicatt: t l

poo l  lo r  tn  unr . '1111 '11  l r rp i t  ,

pcrhaps phvsics, horse r i<l ing, or

car tnaintcnancc.

. You catch morc llics with honcy.

Rathcr than usc Intcrrogation or

Int irnidation on a clcl icatc s()urcc,

you may usc Flatterv or l largairr

instcacl.

Sample Clues
'  Whilc thc mirr istcr g()cs to' frcsl icn

up',  vou'rc grante<l unrestr ictct l

acccss t() his olllce . You'vc got livc

minutcs to scarch l i rr  clucs.

'  Bv cncouraging thi:  muscular,

rough dockrvorkcr to boast ol

his tr iumphs in thc bare knucklc

f ighting circuit ,  vou tr ick him into

achnitt ing to other violcnt clccds,

Iikc the fatal bcating hc gavc thc

travclling salc-snan hc caught rvith

h is  g i r l .

'  Thc uoman is starvecl fbr attcntion,

and a I'ew' drinks gcts hcr talking

l ikc vou'rc ol<l f i - icn<ls. Soon

y,,u'hu. ' .  al l  thc clctai ls on her

husband's late-night mcctings u ith

a mvsterious gravel-r 'oicct l  
' f r icnd' .

' Thcy sav this guv has somc verv

intcresting tattoos under his shirt

tattoos that clcpict ancient, Potent
warding signs against evil. Norv,

h<xv are vou going to get him to

takc his shirt of| in the chill of a

Ner,r'Yrrk lvintcr?

IB
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'  The ofi lct '  l ror- isn't  suppost '<l to lct

pc-oplc r.rrake copies oi ' thc l l les,

l rL l l  .1  : ,11 , ' , ' q51 i r t .  s rn i l r .  oc ts  l r i rn  to

copv the l l lcs l i rr  vou, anrl  pronrist
t o  k ,  , ' t  i t  . l  s ( ' (  l ' (  l  .  N o \ \  \  (  t t l  (  J l l

pcrLrse  thc  l i l cs  i t  x )L l r  le isure .

Forensics
- l ' l ic 

lol lorving rrc s()rne l i rrcr-rsic'

procr '<lurt 's th.rt  ucrt:  knor,r 'n rn<l

t rs t ' r l  l r r 'pa tho log is ts  in  t l i c  19 l0s .  A l l

n t ' rc c'oIrsi<lt ' rcr l  c t t t t i r tg-t ' t lgc st: icnt t '

< lu r ing  the  r l cca< l t ' ,  anr l  wou l< l  n<>t  l r t '

tonrnron lv  p r . rc t i cc r l  bv  po l i cc .

Dc tcc t i  ng  B loo< l :  Thc  C las t l t ' -Mcv t ' r
( 'o lo r ' l cs t  us t ' s  phu io lph tha lc in  t<>
< lc t t ' c t  t l r t '  p r ( ' s ( 'n ( ( '  o1 'b loo<1.  A  1r ' s1

k i t  con t . r ins  . r  pos i t i l t '  con t ro l  ( . r

su 'a tc 'h  u  i th  ln ima l  b loo t | ) ,  a l t  oho l ,

phcno lph tha lc i r t ,  l t r '< l rogcr r  pcrox i< l t ' ,
iul(l \ ' \"atCr.

Dctcc t ing  Po ison: ' [ ' l r t '  l { r ' i nsc  h

t( 'st (an <lctt ' t ' t  t l ' r t '  l )r( 's( 'n(( '  ol  l rcait

n r t ' ta ls  ( inc lu t I inq . r rs t 'n i t  )  in  o rgrns

or  bo< l i l r , l l t r i r l s .  
' [ ' hc  

n ra l t ' r ia l  i s

chcrn ic . r l l l  t r t ' a t t '<1 ,  . tn< l  t l r t ' n  l r t ' a tc r l .  I l

t l rc gas rt ' lcast ' t l  l i rrrns a blacl< slrt ' t 'n on

a p l . r tc ,  t l t cn  a rscn ic  i s  p r t ' s t 'n t .

Ana lvz ing  F ingcrpr in ts :  1  he

I  I t ' r r rv  c lass i l l t ' a t ion  svs t t 'n r  i s  uscr l  t< r

.rn.rIr 'zc .rncl c atcgorizc I inge rprints.

I r ro rn  th t ' rn i< l  l9 l0s ,  thc  loca l  [ Jurc ; ru

o l  l<L :n t i l i ca t ion  an t l  l { ccor t l s  ho l< ls

i: . : : : : : ,1'  

f i r tqcrPri. ts l i rLrn<l al t :r i t 'nt '

Analvzing Blood: A Prccipit in tcst
<lctcrnri t ics i f  a blootl  samplc is f ionr a

human or aninral sourcc. 
-fhc 

sar-nple
is trcate <l u, i th a chcr-nical,  ancl thr:n

conrbint 'r l  on a sl icl t '  ui th a control ol '

an i rna l  b lood.  I la  l ine  (causcd bv  a
rcac't ion to prccipit in) lbrrns bctr" 'cen

thc tu<r samplcs, thc bloo<l is human.

Blood splashcs arc classi l led into six

tll)cs, as catcgorizetl bv the Scottish

pathologist John Glaister. Thesc

includc'splashcs, from blood l lving

thrtiugh the air and hitting a surface

at an angle', 'spurts from an artcry or

r .c i r r ' , 'Poo ls  a rounc l  a  bor lv 'an t l  so  on .

Sample Special Benefits
'  Your u,ork inrprcsst 's loi .r l  lau,

t 'nforccmcnt, an<l tr>u nrav bt '

, , r l l t , l  i r r  . r s  . u )  (  \ l ) (  r ' t  u  i l r r t . s r  i r r

I u l u l ' (  ( . l s ( ' \ .  G . t i t t  , t  t r r o  p o i r r l
t lc i l i r : .r tci l  pool l i rr  Ciop lalk or '

l l r .rre.trc rac l  u i th this r lcpartnicr-rt .

'  Y ' ) t t  r r '  . t l t l .  t , ,  ( l r t r ' t  t l l i l t (  L . l t - l : (

o l '< lc r th  on . r  l ro< l_v  jus t  b_y  v isu ; r l

cx.rrnit t .r t ion .rnt l  .r  hunt h, u i thout

pt 'r f i rrnring . ln aLl l() l)sv. As r,vt ' I I  i rs

ar  o i r l i r rg  v io l . r t ion  o f  th t '  rc l ig i t>us

l rc I i c l , s  o f '  sor r rc  g r ( )u l )s ,  r ro lab l t '

so rn t '  (  ) r tho t lox  J t 'u  s  . rn< l  Mus l i rns ,

_vou ( i ln  s taY wc l l  a rvav  l i ' o rn  t l rc

l ro t l l  i t s t ' l l ' . . .

'  You r l t ' r ' t ' l op  a  r l t r i t  k  ch t 'n r i ca l

t t ' s t  l i r r  thc  gc la t i t rous  b loo< l - I i kc

subs t . t t t t t '  vo t t ' v t '  l i run t l .  You g . r in

t l ro  < lc r l i ca tc< l  I roo l  po in ts  to  ipcn< l

on  l in r l ing  ar r t l  i t l t ' n t i l \ , ing  th is
stt lrst.rnt t '  in I tr turt '  s(( 'n(.s.

Sample Clues
.  ' l  l r t ' r , r ,oun< ls  on  a  l ro< lv . r r t ,

consistt 'nt u i th .r slr. i r1t,  r ' rrrvt 'r I

\ \ ' ( ' l l )()n. Thc orglns r,r, t ' rc cxltcrt lv

r t 'n ro ' r ' t '<1 .  
- l ' h is  

i s  r l c l in i t t ' l r '  . r  r i t t ra l

l < i l l i r r g .  W l r , , ,  r , ' r '  i s , l , , i r 1 1 i l r ,

k i l l i ng  lus  a  rnc t l i r ' ; r l  b . r t  kgrour r r l .

'  Sonrc bloo<l t l rops .rre highl l '

< l i spcrs t '<1 ,  as  i l ' thcv  canrc  f ro rn

a grcat hcight. Honcvt 'r ,  thcrc's

nothing above thc crimc sccne but

cnrp tv  a i r !

'  Thc Castlc-Mt'ycr tcst sl-rows lrcsh

blootl  on an ancie-nt r i tual wr:apon.

The- orr ly problcm is, i t 's l>cen in

thc museurn thc u l'role tin-re.

$eologq
Encornpassing paleontologv,

physics, phi losoplrv an<l commcrcial

explorat ion, Ceographv was a vast

subject uith manv applications. T'ht:

physical agc of thc Earth was still a

contentious subjcct in the I 930s,

thougli  most sc: ie nt ists ac'ct-ptc<l th.rt

i1 u'as at lcast scr cral Irun<lre<l rni l l ion

vt 'ars olcl .  Ncu' t t ' r 'hnoloqies .rncl nt 's

ihcori"s rvt 'rc rer 'olut i , , ,r i ) ing thc' u. iv

pcop lc  p r rcc ivec l  t l r t '  Ear th .

Radiometric Dating: f i rst

t l cvc ' lopcr l  in  191 l ,  ra r l ionrc t r i c  da l ing

ol roc'ks lx bonrb.rrr l inq thcnr rvi th

rr<l iat ion u'as piont ' t ' r ing st ' icn<'c in l l rc

lc )  10s .  L l r . rn iunr  l - t ' ac l  I {a r l io rne t r i r '

< la t ing  rv ls  thc  l l r s t  sc icn t i l l c ' r r rc tho t l

ol <letcrtnirr i trg thc agc ol roc'ks ;rn<l

s t ' r l i n r t ' t t t s .

Cont incn ta l  Dr i f t :  S t i l l  a

co t t t ro i  t ' r s i . i l  thc 'o rv  in  thc  I9  l0s ,  . in t l

r to t  rc . r< l i l v  ac t  cp t t '< l  un t i l  thc  I  c )60s ,

( 'on t in t 'n ta l  l ) r i l i  i s  t l r t '  thcor r  (n rx r

s r . tppor tc t I  l x  t ' r ' i< l t ' ncc)  th . r t  [ :a l th 's

t oIrt i t t t ' t t ts .rrt '  i r .r  const.rnt rnr>1ion, . i rrrI

th.rt  thcr '  \ \ ' ( ' r ' ( '  ()n( ( '  joi t tc<l into a sirrqlc
's r . l l ) ( ' r  (  ( )n t incn t ' .

Sc ism<lmctc r :  A  < l t ' r ' i t t '  l i r r

r r r t ' . r sur ing  th t '  rnov t ' rn t 'n1  o f  t l r t '  I : . r r t I r ,

s t t .  l r  , t s  i t t  . t t t  r ' . t t ' t l t r ; t t J l i ( ,  s (  i \ n l ( ) n l (  1 \ ' r - \

o l  the  I9 l0s  L rse t l  a  hear  r '  p t 'n< lu lunr
th:rt  inst 'r i l r t '<l  .r  l int '  on .r pant '  ol

snrok t '< l  q lass .  An. r l vz ing  thc  l in t ' ,  . r

t r . r in t '< l  gco log is t  cou l< l  r l t ' t c r rn  inc

t l i t '  r l i r t ' r ' t i on  o l  o r ig in  o l  t l i c  t r t 'n ro r ' ,

ant I  r ' r ,  i t l t  tw'o scisl.nonrt ' t t ' rs, r 'ou lr l

tr i .r t tgtr l .r tc an t 'xat t  posi l ion. l i , r '

crt 'at ing art i l ic ial r  ibrat ions in tht '

e  a r t l - r  u  i th  cxp los ivcs ,  . rn t l  an . r l l z ing

< l is to r t ions  o f  thc  sc ismic  \ \21 \ ( ' s ,

Gt'ologists c. ln crcatc a nr.tp o1'

1 1 ( l ( . t ' t r r (  ) 1 1 ( l  t r  r l l r  r 1 r  1 . . 1 1 1 1 1 1 .
- > l - l -

Sample Special Benefits
'  Thc  l i r ss i l  i s  par t  o l -a r r  incor r rp le tc l , r '

knorvn or con'rplt ' tcl l  rrnkno*n

prchistoric spr.c ics. 
- l 'hc 

cl isr '<x e r l

rvi l l  br ing notori t ' tv in lour f icl t l ,

an<l you n'ray bt' ablc to narrc thc

nen,spec ics .

'  Testing soi l  sanrples coulcl takc

all <lav. Luckilv, that's rvhat

unclcrgrails are lbr. Y<ru usc vour

contacts at the Univt'rsitv to get
the u-ork <lone ir-r unrlcr an hour.

t9

I
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'  You learnt hon to i<lcnti lv rock

sarnples long ago, in col lcge. You

rnav call firr a flasl'rback sccnt' that

rercals thc clctai ls of t l ' r t 'c lur ' .

Sample Clues
'  - [-ht '  

rock f i<>nr u'hich an iclol is

carvcrl  is st 'r ' t ' ral  nri l l ion vears

c , l , l  . r n , l  s h , , t r l r l  h ,  n r i l , ,  l r ,  l , , t t '

t l ' r t '  surfacc. I  Iou i t  calnc to bc

carvc< l  bv  h igh lv  a< lvantc t l  too ls  i s

I nlvst('f\'.

'  Thc crvstals rr ' I"r ich havc l i rrnrt ' t l
r ) r )  , r  h u n l l n  s k t t l l  t ' ,  < 1 r t i t ' , ' a  r ,  r ' r

s ; ;cc i t i c  tn ix  o l ' chcmica ls  an< l

con< l i t io r . rs .  G i rcn  t in r t '  anr l
gc<> log ic . r l  survcv  lna l )s ,  vo t t  shou l< l

bt '  .rblt '  to pinpoint uhcrer t l i t '  skr-r l l

canrc  l l ' o t r .

'  l 'hc trt ' rnors l i ' l t  l ikc crrthc;r.rakc's,

but v<>ur c<luipmcnt shorvs thct ' t ' t

to  bc  sorne th ing  c lsc .  Son" rc  k in< l

o l  tunnt ' l l i ng  i s  happcn ing  l r t 'nca t l t

thc  g rount l  ncar  th is  s i t r ' ,  an< l  v<>ur

c<;tr iprtt t 'nt l ias pinpointt '<l  t 'xactlv

r 'r ' l tcrr ' .

Historg
In thc I 9 lOs, thc f irrnral stuclv of

historv f irr  t l -rc nlost l)art nrcant tht '

sturly of Wcstcrn hist<>rv an<l ol icn

{ircruse <l nr()re ()r ' l  nr i l i tar l  I-r istorl  an<l

thc  l i vcs  o l 'q rca t  ru lc rs .  
' l -he 'scopt  

o l '

thc subjcc t u as nont ' thclcss vast. Whilc

u't '  can't  h<>pe to proviclc a conrplctt '

catcgorization ht:re, rvc havc provicle<l

sonrc kcv schools ol thought ol l  9l0s

historv be low,.

Abilitq Focus: Schools of Thought
Great Mcn: A historical thcory most

p o p u l r r  i n  t h t  l g ' r  t  t  r r l u l r  b t r r  ' i i l l

holr l ing swav among somt' historians

o f  t h c  1 9 3 0 s , ' G r c a t  M e n ' i s  t h c  b e l i e f

bcst cspoused l>vThomas Carlvlc in the

1840s, that 'Thc historr '  of thc r.vorlcl

is but the bi i>graphr ol grcat mcn'.

Follon'ers <;f this thcory bclievc that

herocs shape histon through pcrsonal

attributes and divinc inspiration, and

that the study of such mcrr is beneficial

to onc's on'n 'hcroic'  nature .

Social History: A thcorv of 'histr>rv

that rvas st i l l  in i ts infancv in the

1910s,  Sr>c ia l  H is to r l  i s  th r : . rna lvs is  o l '

historv u,ith lt:f'ercncc to tl'rc socictal

trcn<ls that un<lcrl i t ' that historr ' .  I t

i s , r  s l r r t h  o l  t l r t  l r t  l i t  l s  t l r , r t  t r l r , i , ' r l i , '

cvcnts, rathcr t l ' ran just thc cvctrts

th t ' t .nsc l r  c ' s .  ln  thc  1910s,  th is  u  as  a

vcr) n( ' \ \  r 'vav of stut l l ing history.

Pcriodization: l) t ' r iot l izat ion is thcr

catt 'gorization of pt 'r io<ls ol '  historl

in lo  < l i sc rc tc ' ,  nanr t ' t l  [ r loc 'ks ,  lo r  thc

l)r lr l )osc of '  crasv gcrtcral izat ion an<l

r-rscl ir l  h.rn<l l i rrg. I I t  arcltacologl an<l

anthro;rologv, the "[ 'hrce Agc' motlcl

u . rs  p r>pu lar  in  thc  19  30s ,  < l i r  i< l ing

I 'r iston, lrv t l re kin<ls ol tools usr '<l.  
' l 'hc'

'S tonc  Agc ' ,  th r : ' l l n rnzc  Agc '  . rn< l  thc
' l ron  Agt "  thus  tharac tc r izc  l r roar l

s t r . rg t ' s  in  tcc 'hnoIog ic 'a l  < lcvc lopmcnt .

In  h is to r ic 'a l  s lu t l i t ' s ,  a  n r ( ) r ( '  r 'o r -np l t ' x

syst( 'nr of pt 'r io<l izat iott  is t- tst '<1.
- l 'ht 'sc 

r ' .rn n ir lclr ' ,  anr| .rre t l isputc<l

by  h is t t> r ians ,  bu t  l r roa< l ly  a l ign  r ' v i th
'  Anc i t 'n t  H  is to r r ' ' , '  C lass ica l  An l i<1u i t r ' '

( l i ' om 1000 l lC) , 'M i t l t l l c  Ascs '  ( l i ' om

thc  5 ' r '  C t :n tu r -v ) , ' l i a rh  Mo<l t ' rn '  ( f ronr

thc  l4 ' r '  Ccnturv )  anr l  
'Mot lcn ' r '  (  l  8 ' r '

Ccutury  l ) r t ' scn t ) .  Wi th in  th is ,  u tany

<li l i i ' rertt  classi lk.rt ions art '  ust 'cl .

Sample Special Benefits
'  l lv t  hant c, rr>u f int l  thc lrca * ' l r tr t '

voLr now stan<l is an ol<l l ratt l t ' l ic l<l

that lou sturl i t ' t l  sornc t inre ago.

Y<ru're int ir-natcly larni l i i i r  r ' r ' i th

t l ' re tcrrr in an<l thc olcl  t 'arthuorks

hcrc. Gain a tu,o point <lcdici i tccl

pool tbr using t l ' rc tcrrattr tor

stratcgic acl lantagc or l i rr  esc.rpe.

' This situ.rtion is no r-norc clirt'

than that facctl bv the Ilritish at

Agincourt,  or the Union thcc<l at

Pottc-r 's Fickl.  You gi lc a ral lving

spccch cribbcd frotn some o1'thc

bcst spccches of histon',  and i t

sccms to 'w'ork. You can rcfrcsh

Stabilitv rr-ith a Confidcnce <lie.

70

'  l 'his cuxlc is thc satne otre usccl bv

t l r t ' ' l t  r r rp l . r rs  ( . r  , t  s i t t t i l , r r  h i r to r i .  . , ]

srcrct socit : tv) in their clan<lcst int '

cornmunications. You can clecoclc i t

u  i th  casc ,  sa l inq  hours  o f 'u  o rk .

Sample Clues
.  Al l  thc rcc'cnt mvstcrious

()(curr( 'nccs, the ionrt ' t ,  tht '

t l isap;rt 'aranc cs, thc strangc recl

a lgac ,  a rc  a l l  rcpor te< l  in  scvcra l

histori< al a( ( ()Llnts rangit-tg ovcr

thc last thousantl  yr:ars. I t  st ' t 'ms

l i ke  rcpor ts  o l ' s in r i la r  cvents  ca l i

l r t '  l i r tnr<l cvt 'rv hunrlrt ' t l  verrs

l ir  as long as tht '  rcgion has becn

inhabitc<1. l l  t l ' r t '  rcports arc to lr t '

l l c l i cvc t l ,  rvha t  corncs  ncx t  i s  fa r ,

l i r  w  ors t ' .

'  ' l  
l r t ' rc 's no r loul>t abotrt i t :  thc

olr jcct is an l ' igr 'pt iarr si ircophagus,

l ru i l t  to  th t ' r ' xac t  sanr .

spt 'ci l i r ' . r t iotts antI usitrg tht '  sanrt '

rna tc r i l l s  an< l  tc t  hn i<1ucs .  (  )nc

nou l< l  havc  to  bc  c i thc r  an  ( ' x l )e  r t

o r  a  l>ona l i< lc  an i  ie  n t  Lgr 'p t ian  to

hirvc lrui l t  suc'h l  t l ' r ing. This or.tc,

hor r ' t ' r t ' r ,  looks  l i ke  i t  i s  b r r t t< l  ncu .

. A painl ing shou s .r nr.rn ir-r .r t t i r t '

nrorc'  lashionablc a hun<lrt '<l  vcars

rgo ,  an< l  h is  hunt ing  c< lu ipnrcn t

is l ikcw ise appro;;r iate f irr  that

aqc. Yt ' t  his fat 'c is i<l i 'nt ical to

\ ( r u r -  ( , \ \  n .  W l r , r  i s  t l t i s  t t t r s t t ' r i o t t s

nr rccs t r l r?

'  - l ' l ' rc 
<lcscript ion lou havc f irun<l in

nn obscurt '  historical tcxt soun<ls

l ' rauntingl l  l imi I  i .rr .  Wl.rat r 'oult l

thc gros,l ing, smokitrg chariot

bc but a moclern tnotor car? For

tl'rat n'rattcr, u'hat u'as it doing in

ancicnt Sun-reria, ocrc'upict l  bv't i rur

burning skclctons that hon lcr l  l ike

the north rvind'?

Interrogation
Sample Special Benefits

'  Y<ru cxtract just the infbrmation

a jun' u'oulcl \ \ 'ant to hear. A
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conviction in this casc is a virtual

certainty.

' During an interrogation, You PIaY
thc'good cop' to a partner's 'batl

cop'. The susPect begins to I'ecl

thcv owe you fbr your kindness,

and u.ill act as an intbrmant in the

f'uture.

' To unscttlc a susPcct, )'ou rccount

a personal storv l i l lcd with lr lootl-

curilling dctail. You maY call

for a flashback scenc. Make it a

grucsome ()ne.

' The woman's guilty, but she cloesn't

dcscrve prison fitr lvhat rvas a

crime of 'passion. You convincc her

to givc up thc othcr mcmbcrs of

the cult in exchangc fbr going ficc.

'  Thc chump you just hclPecl to

arrcst cloesn't  know hc's got a r ight

to a lawyer, antl  You'f irrgct '  to

infbrm him. Hc' l l  staY in Prison
without bai l  as long as You nccd

h im.

Sample Clues
' A young, frightcnc<l woman cavcs

in the f'ace of Yclur invcstigation an<l

spills cverything on the cult she 
's

involvccl with, including the names

of sc'r'eral prominent mcmbcrs of

thc cult u'ho hold high positions

in society. UnfortunatelY, one of

them is cngaged to a close lricntl

of vours.

' Two hardened criminals refuse

to sJv a rtord. unti l  you <'onvince

thcm each that the other has

imp l i ta ted  h im.  ln  the i r  anger ,

thcy rush to incriminate each

othcr.

' During interrogation, a henchman

had agreed to give up the name

of his employer, an otherwise

rcspcctablc busincssman, in

exchange fbr a lenient sentence.

However, once the name was out,

a flood of other infbrmation came

with it: thc busincssman's secrct

pcrr.ersions, theTijuana Bibles, tht

prostitutcs srnugglccl up the rcar

stairs, the screams, the clcan-uP

opcrations at 3 AM. Secms the:

hcnchman fclt the neetl to Purgc
his conscicnce.

Intimidation
Sample Special Benefits

.  Yrur int imidation has last ing

ct'fects: thc politician vou f'accd

dou.n doesn't  carc to bc humil iatcd

l ike that again. Hc' l l  back <lown

lrorr any luture confrontations, but

hc may also scck rcvcngc onc daY'

' You rcmember that eycs have a

spccial placc in this trult 's lorc.

Somc nonscnsc about a burning

cyc r 'r , i th three lobcs, you think i t

was. Anvway, onc long, harr l  stare,

and thc cult ist starts babbling

scrcrcts.

. Vru bcnrl tlor'vn an<l bcgin t<r
'rvhispcr in the woman's car,

tclling hcr iust r,r'hat happcnetl tht

last t imc somcone stttot l  in your

rvav likc this. You mav call tor a

f lashback sccnc.

' You kno'r'r, cxactlv rvhich buttons to

press. Just thc threat of prison lbr

hcr poor misunclcrstoocl son gets

his mother to talk. You don't havc

tcl threatcn her, and you're not

rcally going to call the coPs.

. The bounccr at the underground

casino lets you in without a fuss

when he sees the quiet menace in

your eycs. You don't havc to stoP

to talk; just walk on through.

' The thug flees, and he spends

the evening drunkenlY telling his

comrades about you in wildlY

exaggerated terms, so he vvon't

Iook bad. Gain a tr.r'o Point
dedicated pool to intimidating

7l

othcr members of thc samc

organization.

Sample Clues
'  Thc club has a pair oftough

bouncers u'ho r.ron't lct in anyontl

who is not on the guest l ist.  Ycrur

un'nr.avering gaze convinces them t<r

lct you through; not onlv that, but

vou' l l  be able to Pass as a member

rvhi lc insidc.

'  This <locsn't  make sct-tsc.Y<ru'r 'c

int imidatcd this guv so har<l he's

practicallv a icllvtish non', an<l hc

knor'vs you mtlant cvery r'r'ortl of it,

but hc's st i l l  scare<l of sorncthing

clsc morc than hc's scarcd of rrru'

What could havc a holt l  on hirn l ikc

that?

' Show'ing up atter hours with a

bascball bat scarcs the barttrnrlt'r

i r-rto talking. Soon vou'r 'c l t :arnt

thc names of cvcrl '  nlcml>cr of ' thc

gang.

Languaqes
A list of mutuallq intelliqible
lanquages:
Gcrman, Dutch, Alr ikaans and Flemish

Yir ldish and ( lerman (Spoken onlv

thc rvriting svstcms arc tlifl'ercnt.)

l)anish, Nonvcgian and Su'cdish

(Thesc arc consiclcred bY somc

scholars to bc cl ialects of the same

languagc, ancl have high dcgrcc of

mutual intelligibilitv. )

Belarusian, Russian, Ukrainian, an<l

Rusyn (Other Russian dialects havc

some degree of mutual intelligibility.)

Portuguese and Spanish (Portuguese

speakers understand SPanish more

than Spanish speakers undt:rstancl

Portuguese.)

I r i sh  and Scot t i sh  Gac l i t
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I  Icbrcrr ' ,  Aramaic and l l ibl ical I lebrcrv

Ic'clantl ic an<l Olcl Norsc (Rca<ling Olcl

Norsc is l ike rcai l i rrg Shakcspcarc f irr

[ :ngl ish spcakcrs. )

Moclcrn Gn'ck an<l Classical Greek
([ i<lucatccl rurt ivc ( jrcck spcakcrs arc

nros t  l i kc lv  to  hav t ' l carncc l  thc  unusua l

r ' . ,c,al,r , la.y usccl in Anc' i t 'nt Grcek.)

Manclarin an<l Cantorrcsc (Writ tcn
onlr ' .  

' l i r  
sonrc cxt( 'nt,  Ja;tancsc anrl

( lhint 'se sh.rrt '  a lvr i t ing systcrn, antl
sorr.rc rr.rutu.r I  intcl  I  igibi I  i t l  is possiblc. )

Maor i ,  Co<>k Is lan< ls  M. ror i ,  Samoan
(Most I 'aci l ic languagcs sharc a
(()r)nr()n root, meanin11 thcy havc

nrrn\, uor<1. in corr.rr-r.r<>rr. Tht '  thrcc
l i s tc< l  h . rv t '  thc  rnos t  in  comrnon. )

Sample Special Benefits
'  Spc.ikinq in r 'our nativc tongut'  is

a l ' rrc ol) l)ortunitv, anrl  i t  br ings

vott conrf irr t .  Yru rniu n' l l -esh t 'our
S la l ) i l i 1v  w, i th  a  Con l i< lcnc 'c  < l i t ' .

'  You"r,c got thc langLragc ski l ls

t() l )ass as a n.rt ive ol this arca,

mak ing  thc  loc 'a ls  t rus t  vou  a  lo t

nrorc. Gain a t$() l)oint <lcdicatc<l

pr>ol l i rr  using lnte rpcrsonal ski l ls

against pr:oplc fron'r this nrca.

'  Thc rvri t ing's rrot in coclc at al l !

I t ' s  jus t  in  an  obscure  d ia lcc t  o1

a languagc vor"r happcn to havt '

stut l ier l .  You can r i 'a<l i t  u' i th a

l i t t lc di l l icultv, but i t  bcrats rvasting

hours in frustrat ing co<lc l>rcaking.

Sample Clues
'  Thc murclcrc<l scicntist 's journals

art: lr.rittcn in his obscurc Gcrman

clialcct. Lucki lr  vou spcnt a fcvr '

months in that part of thc country,

. rn r l  p i t  ked  up  thc  i r l ios l r l (  r rs i ( ' s .

'  Thc cult ist 's chant is in Latin, but

l ike any goo<l acaclcmic, vou'rc
f luent. You understand erxatt l l

rvhat thcv're trying to accomplish.

'  Thc rnan hisscs an or<ler to his al l ies

in I ' r is nati ler tonquc. You overhcar

hinr, an<l vou happcn to spcak thc

lanqr-ragc.

Law
Clriminal larv of ' t l r t '  

. l  
9J0s rvas in

rrany \\ 'ays sirni lar to tht '  lau of ' to<lav,

u' i t l -r  a l t 'n '  start l ing dif i i ' rcnccs. Lcgal

ovursight ol pol icc ;rct ivi ty r,r ,as much

rnorc rt ' laxc<1, an<l pol ici '  | rcc;ucnth

r,vt 'nt ot-t tsir lc thc rt t les t() scc rrrc an

ar rcs t .

l l t ' l txv are t lr t '  gui<lcl ines f irr

proc'c<lural law irr thc L. lS, though thcsc

v l r i c< l  l io rn  s ta t ( ' t ( )  s ta t ( ' .

Procur ing  a  war ran t :  Un lcss  ar r

ol i ic 'e r ol ' t l ' r t '  lau' or c' i t izcr-r ap1;rcht 'nr ls

<l l)crs()n irr tht '  pursuit  of a crirnt ' ,  i r

\ \ ' . l rrant mtrst bc proc'urt '<l i rr  or<lcr l i rr

tha t  pcrson to  l r i ' r r res t t ' r l .

Any ;; t ' rst>n who lrcl i t 'vt 's a crirnc hns

lrt 'e n cornnrit t t '<l  t  an {o t() a branch

ol tht '  nrr.rnicipal t 'ourt ( t l ' r is rnay vrry

b,v Statt ' ) ,  locate <l at varior-rs pol ict.
stat iotts. TIrt 'Warrant Cl lcrk hcars t l ' rc

l)( ' rs() lr 's storl .  
- l 'ht '  

clcrk lvr i tcs I ' rc

rt .-rturt '  of tht '  cornplainl,  the namt' ol '

thc  accuse< l  ( i f ' knon 'n ,  o t l ' r c r rv isc  a  lu l l

<lt 'script i<>n is takcn) an<l tht '  .rccus('r ,

antl  thc qrr>uncls l i>r conrplaint.  
- l 'his

' compla in t '  i s  th t 'n  tak t 'n  to  a  ju t lgc ,

along rvith thc currrrplainant, r 'vho

s\\ 'cars to t lrc c-orrr1; laint.  
- l 'hc 

juclgc

<lr:cir lcs u'hcthrrr to issuc a warrant.
' l ' hc  

uar ran t  i s  t l r t ' n  g i rcn  to . r  po l i cc
ol lccr to l>c' servr '<I.

Making an arrcst: Thc pol ic 'c of l iccr

I.t.tust have thc 'n arrant in han<l u'hcn

rnaking thc arrest, an<l i f  in plain
clothcs, should shor,r '  thc warrant to

t l .re suspect i f 'askctl .  l l  in uni lorm,

s imp ly  dcs t  r ib inq  thc  w. r r ra r r t  i s

cnough. Ol coursc, i f  a pol icc of l lcer

personalll'' sces a person comrnitting a

crimc, or has rcasonablc grounds f irr

bclieving thcl cli<l (such as thc su'orn

statcment of a rcputablc rvitness u.ho

is r,r.illing to accompanv the ltolicc

ofi icer) n() warrant is requirecl.  Notc

that thcrc arc no Mirancla Rights in the

1 9 lOs. Policer are nor obligaterl to rcad

susl)ccts thcir r ights.

Usc of Forcc: I f  arrest ing a pcrson
J ( ( u s ( ' ( l o l - l  l i ' l , , n v  ( a  \ ( ' r . \  s c r i ( ) u \

r:r irnc) a pol icc of l icer rnav usc anv

firrcc, up to ar-rcl inclucl ing shooting t<r

ki l l ,  in orclcr to sccure thc arrest or to

l)rc\,ent the suspec't  f lecing.

If  arrcst ing a l)crson accusecl of 'a

rnis<lcrmr:anor- (a lcss scrious c'r imc), a

pol ict '  ol l ict ' r  mav not usc clca<llr ,  f i rrcc

to sccl lrc an arrcst, unlcss tht:  of l lc 'cr

both has a \\ 'arrant l i rr  thc arrest an<l

t lr t '  suspcct assaults thr: pol icc of l lccr.

In any t:asc an of l iccr mav usc <lcarl lv

l i rrcc in scl l-<lcfcnsr:,  as mav Jnv

c i t i zcn .

Alter an arrcst: I l ' tht '  arrcst was

r r r . t r l c  rv i th . l  wJr r ' . ln t ,  t l tu  p r ison t ' r
shoul<l bc takcr.r bel irrc thc ju<lgc u'h<r

issuctl  thc \\ ,arrant as soon as possi l>lc.
I l  the arrr:st l r 'as nraclc u i thout a

warrant, thc lbl icc of l ' iccr acts as

compla inant ,  an< l  a  uar ran t  i s  i ssucr l

al icr thc fact. l 'he act ol ' takir.rg a

suspcct to (ourt t() return a rvarrant is

ca l le r l 'book ing ' .  Somet imcs  suspcc ts

arr: hcl<l ovcrnight bcf irrc booking,

i f  t l ' rcv arc takcn into custoclv latc at

night. Aftc. l>ooking, a ,uspc.,t  -ay

p , ,s l  l r . r i l .  ( ) th t ' r ' r t i s t ' .  t l r t ' r '  r t rna in  i r r

pol icc custot ly.

Scarch Warrants: Ol)taining a scarch

$,arrant is in r-nanv rvavs similar t<r

olrtaining a warrant ibr arrest. A

con"rplainant (usuallv a pol ice ol l iccr)

takcs thcir grounils for making thc

sc-'arch to a juclgc, r'vho <lecides if the

groun<ls arc reasonablc. Thc $'arrant

Inust say exactly w'hat place is to bc

scarchccl an<l cxactlv l,hat is bcing

scarchcd for. Thc warrant must thcn

bc exccuterl  as soon as is practical,  and

the ol'f icer may brcak in to thc- namcd

place i f  necessarv. Onll 'propcrtv

namecl in thc rvarrant mav bc takcn.

22
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i t Crimes and their definitions inthe 1930s

i  Murdcr :  K i l l i ng  w i th  'ma l ic r " ,  i .e  .  in tcn t ion  to  k i l l  sor r t 'boc lv ;  k i l l i ng  in  thc

I pr,rc'css of 'a vcn clange-rous r:r in'r inal att ;  ki l l ing in thc proccss ol onr f 'c lorn.

Manslaughter: Kil l ing u,ith
thr  1930s than todav) ;  k i l l ing

pror.ocation (rvhich is nrore loost

by carclcssncss; a<'ci i lcntr l  ki l l ing

bran<h' at thc club, r 'or: ' re appraisc-cl

of scveral dctai ls of thc c'ase. 
' l 'hcrc

ucrc sevcral lrodies f i>r-rnd that

ncvr:r rnaclc i t  to thc prt 'ss, an<l

tht'rc r'vas a sccrct bascnrt:nt lirut-rd

in  thc  accuse< l ' s  hous . .

'  Looking ovcr thc r 'rarr i lnt to

scarc' lr  vour ol l ice , r 'ou can set '  th.rt

the r lholc l)ro( 'css has bccn last-

trackccl.  S<>r.r 'rcone hiqh up <lot 'sn't

\ \ ' . rnt \ 'ol l  i rrvcst igating the casc.

Librarg Use
Witl 'xrut conl)ut( 'rs or <l igi tal stori{c,

t l ' rc last alnount <>f printc<l matt 'r i .r l

p ro< luc 'c< l  < lu r ing  thc  I9 l0s  was a l l

stort '<l in papcr 1)lcs. Acct 'ssirrq this

trcasur( '  trovc oi i rr f i rrmation rcrluirt ' r l

sk i l l  an t l  pa t i t ' ncc .  Wi thout  c lcc t ro r r i r '

scarcht 's or sophist icatt ' r l  c ross-

rc fe rc 'n t ing ,  l in< l ing  thc  t l cs i rc< l  l i l c

<>r  c l ipp ing  cou l t l  l r c  inc ' rc r l i l> l -v  t i r r re

t onsunrir.rg. Fanri l iar i t l  s i th a nunrbe r

of '<l i f l i ' rcnt f i l ing svstcnrs, .rn<l Ir .rr ing

contacls lvi thin rt 'c 'or<ls <lt 'partnrcnts,

cou l< l  cxp t ' r [ i t c  th is  p rocess .

Hall  oI Rccor<ls: A t lal l  of l{cr 'or<ls

c rn  l> r ' l i run t l  in  rnos t  c i t i t ' s  an< l  ( ( )L ln tv

s t . r ts  i r r  t l r c  Ur r i t  c r  l  S t r t t  r .  
' l  

l r t  s t '

br-r i l t l ings housc t lr t '  loc'al govcrnnrt 'nt

rccor r l s ,  inc lu< l ing  no t  on l l  r .n inu tcs  o l '

lnct: t i rrgs anrl  l r l l . ru s, but .r Iso re c r>r<ls
, , l  . r l l  I t i l t l r s .  t l t ' , r l l r s ,  r n . r r r i , t g t  s ,  r ' t ' t t s t t s

informatiorr,  tr ;r<lt '  l ice nscs, l)rol)e rt l

< lcec ls ,  an t l  so  on .  A l l  in lo rnra t io r - r

is r ' .r t .rkr 'r t  I  c hr-on, r looir r  I  I  r .  In.rki  I t  r '

f inding inf irrm.rt ion about a specif ic

pcrson <>r propt 'r tv t 'xtrcrnt ' lv t inrc

consuming.

C l i p p i n g  R o o m s :  A l l  r r r , r i , r

ne\\rspapcrs anil cvcn most stlall

local papers kecp recorrls <>f everl

issuc printed. Thcse arc archi'r.ecl

in u'hat is usuallv cal lccl a'cl ipping

room'. Though most cl ipping roon'rs

are closcd to thc -qeneral public, an

interestccl person could usuallv gain

pcrmission to peruse thc archivcs.

Libraries: Public Librari t 's rrt  rc

t lcf lncrl  in

thr: proc t'ss

o f  a  m ino r  c r imc .

Assault and Battcry: Assault ( thc attcrnpt) an<l Battcrr '(suctcss) is thc

att of hit t ing ancltht 'r ,  ncitht 'r  u i th pror 'ocation nr>r in sclf  -r left 'nst ' .  Assault

arr<l Battcry arr:  consit lcrc<l nrorc scrious crinrt 's i f  <lont ' l i rr  thc purposc o1'

cx t rac t ing  in lo rmat io r r .

Mayhem: Causing gricr 'ous ancl irn'rcrsi l>lc h.rrn-r to a pt 'rsorr 's lrorlv, such as

cutt ing ol l  a trosc or car.

Fa lsc  Impr isonmct r t :  Kccp ing  s ( ) r ) r ( ' ( )nc  i r - r  a  l r lacc  aqr ins t  thc i r  u  i l l .  I ; . r l sc

i r l ; ; r i sonr lc r r t  bcc  onrcs  k i< ln i rpp ing  (a  rnorc  scr ious  c r i r r t ' )  l vh t 'n  thc  I )c rs ( ) l r
i s  t ranspor tc< l  aga ins t  thc i r  rv i l l .  Wcar i r rg  a  rnask  or  hoot l  in  th r 'pursu i t  o l

ki<lnapping aggravat( 's thc ol l i 'nc'c, as <lot 's kir ln.rpping a t hi l<1.

Disturbing thc Pcacc: Sl 'rooting or lrrancl ishing wcal)ons, lr>u<l argunrt 'nt,

p i t ' k ing  I igh ts ,  an< l  n rak ing  lou< l  o r  unusua l  no is t ' s  i r r  pub l i t  p la t t ' s  a rc

al l  purr ishablt '  bv l lnt ' .  Wcaring a r lask <>r hoo<l i lggravi i t( 's thc ol l i 'ncc.

[ ) i s tu rb ing  a  p r iva tc  n rcc t ing  suc 'h  as  a  {uncra l  o r  r t l i g ious  sc ' rv icc  i s  a lso

<listr,rrbing thc pe at t ' .

Vagrancy :  'Vagabonr ls '  a rc  p r 'op lc  w i thout  l cg i r l  c rnp lo ,vnr t 'n t ,  inc  l t r< l ing
'bums ' ,  [ reg{ars ,  < l runks ,  I )c rs ( )ns  s l t 'ep ing  in  parks  an t l  sh t ' r l s ,  p t ' rsons  u  i th  , r

h is t r> rv  o l  c r i r . r . rc ,  anr l  pc rs<>r . rs  lo i t c r ing  in  pub l i t  l ; l aces .  
' l ' her ' . r rc  

sub jcc t  to

I  in t ' s  . rn r l  i rnpr isonr r r t 'n t .

T rcason:  Jo in ing  u i th  cncnr ics  o f ' t l i c  L In i tc< l  S t r t t ' s ,  o r  spc t ' ch  in  l . r r 'o r  o l

i t s  o r ,c r th ror ' r ' .  Mcnr l rc rsh ip  t>1 'an  orgar r iza t ion  t l ra t  a t l voc l tcs  such is  a lso  a

crimc, as is <l isplaving an anarc hist f lag.

Larccny: 
-Iaking 

anothcr's l)rol)crtv u' i thout pt 'rnrission.

R< lbbery : ' l ' h t :  mor t ' s t : r ious  o l lenc ' t ' r> l  tak ing  rno th t ' r ' s  posscss ions  l rv  f i r r t c .

Burglary: f :r ' r ter ing a bui lr l ing

la rccnv .  No Ia rcenv  nccr l  occur

proo f 'o f  in tcn t .

(or r,chit ' lc) l i rr  thc l)Llr l)()s( '  ot conrnri t t ing a

f irr a pcrson to bt '  corn' ictct l  ol  l rr .rrqlarv, <>nlr

l i - l
r-::'l
wti*

Sample Special Benefits
' Y ru'rc able to fast track a warranr

firr arrest, procuring thc document

insicle an hour.

' You're nou' o'w'ed a f'avor a
'gct out of jai l  f i -ce'on a single

misdemcanor oflcnce .

'You not only understand the

rlocument, you can tell by its legal

languagc exactly r,r,hcn ancl lvlrr:re

it  was u.r i t tcn.

Sample Clues
. A bit of fast-talking with the judge

gcts you appointed as the accused

man's lawycr. Now you' l l  bc able

to talk to him as much as you nced

in order to lind the real culprit.

' Chatting rvith the judge over
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not as common in the 19lOs as thcr '
. r rc  t , , t l ,n .  M. rnr  pcop l t .  l<c1 , t  p r i r . r i , '
l ibrarics that containcrl  rare ancl
obscurc uorks rrot fbun<l anr.u'herc
,  l s t .  U n i r c r s i t r '  l i h r . r r i , ' s  r r , , u l , l

contair-r a largt '  numbc.r of aca<lcrnic
1 t ' x t s .  l l u t  J l t  ( . x l ) ( . r t  i r r  . t  p a r t i t  t r l . r r
l ic lr l  rnight kccp an cvcrn morc
t 'xhaustive l i l rrarv of s'orks. Acccss to
thcsc l i l rraricr r, , ,<rul. l  r ' . rrv accor<l ir-rg t<r
rvho ou'nccl thern. Somc peoplc rverc
cagcr to sl ' rou of l ' thcir- col lect ion,
u' l-r i lc ot l ' rcrs guar<lc<l tht. ir  books
jca l r>us lv .

Sample Special Benefits
'  l ' t 'acclul hours spcnt arnong thc

sht ' l  ves r( 'st()rc r '<tur sl tattcrc<l
n( 'r \ ' ( 's. Vu rnav rcf i ' t 'sh vour
Sta l ) i l i t v  u  i t l r  a  Conf i r l c r " rcc  r l i c .

'  t i l i r i t i ng  thc  hc lp  o f  a  I ib ra rv

assistant, r ,ou'rc al. l lc to f in<l thc
f l lcs rvithin half 'an Ir<>ur, rat l ' rcr
l l r . rn  s t ' . r r t  l r inq . r l l  <1 .n .

'  l l ro* sing through books on thc
subjc'ct,  vor.r gain a broarl ovcrvicrv
ol t l ' rc tolt ic. ( iain r two l toint
<lt '<l ic atc<l l tool to Ac a<lcr-nic'

ab i l i t i cs  rc la t t ' r l  to  thc  top ic  a t
han<1.

Sample Clues
I 'hc I  Ial l  ol  l {ccor<ls shou s that
thc lrui lcl ing, t ]ror-rgh lrurportc<l lv
a soup kitc 'hcn, is <>w.ncd bv thc
( ' t  l t  s t i a l  I r r s P i r a l  i o r r  ( ' h o i r

<lor,rbt lcss a front f i rr  ther Churc'h o1'

thc Starrv Wisclom.

Ncr'r 'spapcr cl ippinqs from thc last
t\ \ 'cntv vc.ars shou' a <l isturl>ing

l)attcrn. l 'hc chikl abcluctions sccm
to coinci<lc u. i th scvcre storr.ns in
thc area.

L , , , , k ing  th rough th t .  t ' x t t 'ns i r t '
l ibrarv in the ci ld mansion, vou l ind
a f)n-rilv Bible that contains a f'amilv
t r t ' t '  s t r r t t  h ing  b , l ck  g , 'nc r . r t i ( )ns .
Ilorvever, all the unions secm to
havc becn incestuous ones; amid

thc manv chi ldren proclucccl in
cach gcncrati()n, t\4'o havc alrvays
l>ccn a brothcr anrl a sister r,r,h<r
havc brerl  thc ncxt gcncration
bctr,r,cen thcm.

Locksmith
In thc 1930s, r.rrost mcc' l .ranical locks
morc ()r less rcscmblc<l thc ones uc

havc torlav. ' l ) in tumblcr '  locks usc a
mo<le rn looking kcv an<l c'ontain l ivc
or six 'pin stacks' u'hicl ' r  n-rust l>t '  in thc
right al ignmcnt for t l ' rc lock to rotate.
() l<lcr ' l r 'ar<lc<l '  locks I ' ravc thc classic
kcvh<>lc shapc. 

- l 'hcl 
contain a l t ' r 'cr

r ' r .hich rnust bc l l ippc<l to opcn thc lock

an<l scr,cral obstructions n,hicrh cnsurc
orr l l  thc kcv tan rcach t lrc lcvcr.

Abilitq Focus: Lock Pickinq
Techniques
Kcy Irnprcssioning: A brass lr lank
kcy  is  inscr tc< l  in to  thc  lock ,  gent ly
trvistc<1, anrl  tht 'n rctrac't t :<1. Thc kt:y

; l i n s  l t ' l r t  l  s r r r . r l l  i r n p r t ' s s i o n , , r r  t h . j
soft l rrass, n hic'h is tht 'n nrinutclv
l i l r ' , 1  r l , r r , r  n .  A l i t  r  m . r n 1  n . P , . t i t i o n r ,

thc blank can lrt '  r 'na<lt '  to f i t  thc lock.
A sinri lar tcchni<1nc c' .rn bc use<l on

rvar<lt '<l  locks, using a c oating ol '  rvax
on a bl.rnk kcv to r l iscovcr t l"rc sl-rapc ol '
thc u.rr<ls. This tcchni<1uc can takc u1r
to an hour.

Raking: This is the tcchnicluc nrost
ottcn sh<>u,n in <lepict ions of loc'k

picking. Thc k>cksnrith kceps torsion
on thc lock, r,r 'hi lc 'raking' tht:  pins
back arrd lbrth rvith an implcmt'r ' r t .
This techniquc rcl ies rnainlv on luck

h , r p i n g  t h r ' p i n s  a r . .  1 , , g g . . , 1  i r r t , , l h c

corrcct al ignmcnt an<l can bt ' t i r-r-re

consuming, taking anvthing up to l.ralf
an hour. It has thc a<lvantage, howcver,

of not requir ing sophist icatccl tools.
A scrcu'drivcr (fbr thc torsior.r) anil
a length of vr,,irc: (fbr thr: raking) will
sulllcc.

Picking: Oftcn used in combination
'"vith raking, this involvcs usin-q a pick
to manuallv raisc the pins of a tumbler

lock r'r'hilc applr,ing torsion. Thc

torsion hokls the pins in placc once:

ther' ' r 'c bccn raised to thc corrcct
height. A sin.r i lar tcchnique can bc

usc<l on warrlc<l locks, using a bcr-rt
u'irc to rc'ach arouncl obstructions to
thc lcvcr. For ski l lccl locksrniths, this
is thc thstest tcchniquc, but is st i l l
much slou'er than is clcpicted in thc
movics. An cxpcrt u, i th a f 'amil iar lock
can () l)cn i t  in scconcls, but this is a
rarc situation. Morc oftcn, l ivc or tcn
minutcs are rr:cluirccl.

Tools of the Job
Rl . rnk  k r '1  s :  For  k , ' y  i rn l l r t . ss ion i r rg ,  o r

f<ir rnaking rc;t laccmcnt or dupl icatc

kcls.

Fi lcs: I ' l>r altcrat ions to kcrs, kcv
inrprt 'ssioning, an<l lot k clcaninq.

I 'nsion u'rcnc'h: An 'L'  shapcrl bar
f irr  hol<l ing open turlblcr- pins r lur ing

o ick in r r .
t ! >

War<lt '<l Pick: A pick w hich rcscmlrlcs
a kcy l i rr  a classic u'ar<lc<l lock, l . lut
sirnplcr. Tl ' r is is l i rr  opcr-r ing uar<lcrl
locks .

Hook l ) i ck :  A  s lcndcr  in rp lcmcnt

rvith a hookc<l cnd, this is usc<l f i rr

cxploring a lock in prcltarat iorr t<r
u ick in r r .
l ! \

Rakc: As thc Iramc suggcsts, a <lcvice
fbr 'raking' a turnblcr lock.

Diamontl Pick: A pick lor manuallv

l i l t i n g  t l r t ' p i n s  t , l  i  t u r r r l r l t ' r  l o t  k .

Sample Special Benefits
' For a t\\'()-l)oint spe nrl, rour clc.it

touch al lorvs you to ()pen thc lock
in half  thc normal amount of ' t ime.

'  You f-ashion a'mastcr '  kev lbr al l
Iocks  o l  th is  t r  pc ,  t 'na l r l inq  lou  to
()pcn anv rkror in this bui lding.

' Y , , u  l c . r 1 r . '  t h t . l o t  k  i r r  l l r i s t i n t .
cor.rdition. No onc n'ill be ablc to
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tcl l  this lock u.as pickc<I.

Sample Clues
.  The desk clrau.cr is lockc<I, but a

fr.r,r. tlvists o1'a hairpin open it up.
You l lnr l  a disturbing col lcct ion
of neu spaper cl ippings. The man
sccms to be col lcct ing rcports of '
<lrou'nings in thc arca.

. Thc cultists are carcfirl t<> lock tl.rcr
<loor to the n-art,housc irr n.hic.h
thery hol<l their rnc:ert ings. With
s()nteone tr> kcclt  n.atc.h, r.ou
s l ) ( . l l ( l  J  g , r , , r l  l r o r r r  u o r k i r r g . r t  t l r t .
sophist icatccl lock befirrc vou'rc
. rb l t  to  g ( ' t  i t  { ) l ) ( .n ,  . rn t l  i r r i . t , s t iq . r l t .
rvhat l ics within. Oncc, you,rc:
gone ,  on l r .an  cx l )c r t  n r ru l< l  bc  ab lc
to tcl l  thc lock r,r.as pickt,<1.

. Thcrc's no t imc to s.astc. you

raker t l ' rc lock on thc closct r loor,
ge t  i t  o l )en ,  an< l  h i r l c ,  jus t  as  thc
t\\ ' ()  uoln( 'n cntt,r  thc roorn. l .hc
c'onvcrsati<ln you or,crht,ar is hair_
raising, but nou ,r.ou knos. s.hat
thc  cu l t  i s  p lann ing .

Medicine
Signi l  ic.ant arlvanccs in mc<lic.al
technologv ancl practicc s.r,rc ma<lc irr
thc 1910s, as t l-rc I)cprcssior.r brougl.rt
about sr,vecping cl'rangcs in thc u,ar)
( loctors opcratccl.  Mant. techniqucs
pionccrcd in thc thirt ics are st i l l  in
usc todar' .  () thcr tcc.hniqucs have long
becomr: outrnoclerl .

Abilitq Focus: Techniques and
Technologies
Belou arc sorne popular mcrl ical
techniqucs an<l tcchnologies of the
1 910s .

Sulfa: Sul la, or Sulpha in Brit ish
English, u-as the lirst antibactcrial
mecl icine. Hailed as a miraclc cure
in the I 930s, cr.erl '  doctor carr ied
it. Though not as ef'fcctive as true
antibiot ics, Sul la has a cleleterious
effect on microbial grou.th, useful

for trcating .r l ,ounds an<l internal
infect ions. Thc f lrst sulfh drug,
I)rontosil, rvas manufact.r..d ir.rm a
tlve. 

'fhc 
liqui<l w-as a clccp burgunch.

color. I ly 1937, a host of 'othcisulfh
<lrugs hit  the market, as a ,sulfa 

Crazc'
sr,r 'cpt Amcrica.

Blood Transfusion: l lv thc I 9i0's,
medicinc harl  i r lcnt i f lc<l lbur basic
blood tvpcs, n-raking bloocl transfusions
immcasurablr.  saf 'cr.  The,v ha<l not,
howcvcr, iclcnti f ic<l thc l ihesus thctor
(the. plus or rnirrus aftcr thc- Icttcr),
rncaning that oftcn pcoplc st i l l
rcccivt '<l inconrpatiblc blood. . l -hc

cflccts. of this arc f i .erqucnth. <lca<ll ,v.
Noncthc' lcss, blootl  transfusir in was
a popular tcchni<prc. ' l 'hc 

f lrst bloorl
lrank rvas cstabl ished in Amcrica
h 1937; l{ussia ha<l tht,r.n lrorn t l .rc
I920s .  I l l oor l  c . r>u l< l  bc  s to rc< l  f i r r  a
shor t  t in rc  in  g lass  bo t t l cs .  In  n tos t
Lascs, a rclat ir .c ol ' thc paticnt u.as
firun<l 1o r lonatt '  l>kr<i<l <l ircct lv f i -orn
vcin to vt ' i r- t .

Elcctroconvulsivc Thcrapy:
A l though Elcc'troconr.u lr i . , .  c T[r"rapr
(or Elt ' t  troshoc.k - l 'hcrap1,) 

cl i<l not
scc lvi<lcsprca<l usc ur-rt i l  thc 1940s,
t 'xpcrinrcnts u. i th convulsi\ .c agcnts,
inclu<l irrg t lrr_rgs ancl cle ctr ici tyi  rvcre
c 'a r r i c r l  ou t  in  thc  1930s.  Usc< l  to' trcat '  

scverc <lt 'prcssion ancl othcr
rncntal i  I lnesscs, such trcatmcnts
crrulcl  rcsult  in arnncsia, c.onfusion anrl
in the c.asc o1'clrt :rnical treatmonts,
hal lucinations.

X-Ray: A rclat ivelv ncw technology,
and onlv recentl , \ ,appl ie<l t() mc(l iclne,
X-Ra1 < lev iccs  wt ' r t ,  b t , t . r ,m ing  rno11,
common bv thc 1930s. The usc of
such a macl.rine u,ould be available to
most doctors, through a hospital in any
major ccnter.

Sample Special Benefits
' In thc course oftreating thc

poisoncd paticnt, you produce an
efl'cctive antidote against thc toxins
of the creaturc that injured him.

25

Whilc rrru'rc trcating thc paticnt,
his clelusional babbli
insight into thc L,.'dtn*"J::jjl':,
thc  i r r  ju r r .  G, r in  a  t r ro  1 ro in1
clcdicated pool fbr unrlcrstan<ling
the rnotir.es of the e-ntitr..

.  Y<ru applv a r losc of 'anrvl nitratc
t ( )  th ( '  unc( )nsc . ious  pa t i t .n t .  I I t .
rcgains consciousncss irnmerl iatcly,
rathcr t l ' ran slccping through thc
night.

Sample Clues
'  Thc syrnptoms arc ol 'no orr l inary

r l i * t .as t . .  Pcrh , rps  a  1 t r rn , ,u r  . . , , t r l , i
prorluc.c the <lclusions ancl rar,. ing,
but t l rc strangc scaly aPp1,n;1p1.1,
o f ' th t ' sk in ,  an< l  thc  c rar . ing  l i r r  sa l t
\ , \ 'atcr arc sornt:thing clsc cntirclv.
(  )nh  or r t .  ( ) th ( . r -  l - ( .p , ) r - t  cx is ts , r l  i l r t .
samc r l i scasc ,  f  rom thc  sarnc  v i l lagc
tl \ 'cntv vcars ago. Thc <loctor r.r ,ho
n rotc thc rcltort is in .rrr ast, lurr.r
lto\\,.

'  l 'hc vict irn r lcscribcs a strang(,
swcct aroma cnranatir.rg |rom his
attackcr. It coul<l bc a s,,r.r.r.rptor.r.r
of untrt 'atccl <l iabctes. Scarching
rnccl ic.al rccor<ls coulr l  uncovcr
l ikcl,r  culpri ts.

'  Evcn'orrc in thc vi l lagc has the
sarne f iogl ikc, bug-cyc<l look.
You rccognisc thc svnptoms ol a
c'ongcnital dcfcc.t,  though fbr i t  t<r
af i 'cct thc r,vholc torvn, ihcy? lravc
to  l )c  r . ' r r . r rp r l r l v  inbr t , r l .

0ccult
TheThirt ics tecmt,<l u. i th a s. idc
variety of unusual spir i tual l>cl iefs,
some mainstream and othcrs morc
obscure. Manv ol the.sc u,cre basc<l
on thc'Spir i tual ism' of thc Victorian
era, vvhich ir-rcludcrl such u.cll_know.n
phenomena as s6anccs, telckinesis,
hvpnotism and divination. O{ten thcse
socict ies blended al legedl,v Eastern
practices with traditionai spiritualism.
Belor.r' are s<>me of thc moie popula.
or in{luential movements.
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Rosicrucianism: A semi-legenclarv
hcrmctic order, thc'Brethren of
thc Rosic Cross' is considerecl bv
some scholars to have lr""l, u -nj,r.
i rr l luencc on Christ ian practice
cluring the 

' l  
J 'h anrl  14,r,  centurics,

though no <locumcnte<l cviclencc
of the orclcr cxists bel irre 1607.
Manif i :stos publ ishe<l bv a Gcrman
Protestant gr()up at thls t lmc claimerl
to clocument thc journel. of ' ,Christ ian
Roscnkrr:uz',  a Christ ian scholar,
u hri  stucl ic<l unrler occ,ult  mastcrs in
thc East. Rosicrucianism is a major
inf lucncc on thcWestcrn occult
tracl i t i<in, anrl  r t ' f 'erenccs to the Orrlcr
coul<l l>c fbund in almost any occult
g roup o f  thc  1930s.

The Goldcn Dawn: Founclt:d in
1887 an< l  sp l in tc r ing  in to  manv
smaller gr()ul)s bv t[c beginning ol '
thc tucnticth ccntury, thc Hcrmctic
()r<lcr of the Gol<lcn Dawn rctainer<l
a profounrl inf lucncc ()n \v(,stcrn
oc'cult isnr through thc thirt ics.'fhc 

Orrlcr \,\,,as pattcrnc(l on thc
Kal>balist ic ' f i -cc ol Lif 'c, an<l inr,olvc<l
tcn Graclcs, onc f irr  cach of t l rc tcn
sphcrcs. - l 'hc 

inncr ordcr, thc ,Rubv

R<>sc an< l  Cross  o f 'Go l< l ' ,  taught
rnagic, alchcmy, ancl astral trar,cl .  A
thirr l  t icr of ' 'secrct Chicf is '  was saicl
to har,e transccndccl thc ph;,sical
rcalnr ancl supposcdly <l ircctc<l thc
ope rat ions of the Orclcr through spir i t
communication.

Thelema: A phi losophv cspoused bv
legcndarv occultist Aleister Crou,lel;,
but based on an ol<lcr occult trarl i t ion,
Thelcma posits thc primacv of human
w' i l l  i n  th t '  un i r . t . rs t . ,  as  char . r . . t c r i z . . . l
b1'the expression 'There 

is no larv
bcyoncl Do what thou wil t ' .  Crowley
practiccd a u'ide range of'occult
r i tuals, inclurl ing scx magic, alchemy,
and astrologr.. His practices lwhich
he termed'Magick') and bclicf's r.r,ere
imitatecl by many throughout the
twenties ancl thirties.

Theosophy: Founded by Helena

l rJ \  J tsK)  rn  l  U  /  5 ,  and cor r t inu ing
to.this day, thcThcosophical Society
subscribes to a syncrct ic phi losophy
of religion that attcmpts to blencl
aspects ot many major rcl igions
(notably l lu<ldhisn.r and Spir i tual ism)
into a cohcsir.c theort,. Strongcst
in thc 1920s, thc The<rr<rphi.oi
movemcnt inclu<le<l manv cclebri t ics
an<l important f igures, an<l i t  r ,r ,as
consi<lere<l a rcsltectablc socicty.

Ariosophy: ( irou,ing out of ' thc
Germanic rcl igious rcvival ism of '
Guiclr von List,  Arios<ryhy (als<r
knos  n  as  Wot . rn ism,  Arman isnr ,
Thcozookrgy and Ario-Christ ianity in
various incarnations) r,r ,as a col lect ion
of 'rar: ist bcl icl ls about thc spir i tual
origins of 'a supposcd Aryan racc.
Von List publ ishc<l vnorks on thc
magical propcrt ics of '  Gcrrnanic runic
r.r r i t inqs. Tht. Vit 'nnt 'st,  inr t .ntor
an<l Biblc scholar Ji irg [ .anz von
Lcibcnf 'cls publ ishcrl  a papcr in i  905
c la iming  tha t 'Arvan '  pcop lcs  w,c rc
t lcsccn<lc<l f i -om cxtra-tcrrcstr ial
<lci t ics, w l-r i lc othcr raccs rcsultc<l
f  rom crossbrcc:ding with sub-human
apc anccstors. Un<lcr thc Nazis, somc
Ariosophists \ \ ,crc perseclrtcr l  f i rr
r l ivcrsions in br: l icf ' ,  whi le ot l .rc.rs wcrc
rcco-qnizcrI an<l bccamc mcmbcrs of
the 

'fhulc 
Socicty.

Special Benefits:
'  You remcmbcr a sccne from your

lvi l<lcr past, whcn you pt:rfbrrncd
a r i tual similar to the onc you are
now, obscrving. y<ru may call fbr a
l lashback scene.

' You know the signs ancl passvvorcls
of thc inner membcrs o{ ' this cult .
You gct a two point dedicated
pool for posing as such a membcr,
or intimidating and ingratiating
yourself u,ith Iou,cr mcmbcrs.

' The man is credulous ancl afraid.
Your improvised'truth spcl l '
convinces him you will dctcct all
his lies, making him conccal the

truth cr.en more poorl1,. Gain
a two-point dcdicated pool fbr
Int imiclat ion or Assess Honestv
with this man.

I

i
I

_ l
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Sample Clues
. Thc ritual paraphernalia strc$.n

around thc scenc don't  conlbrm
to anv practicc you'rc arvarc. of,
anrl  the paintcd syrnbols aren,t
l ikc anything you've seen bcfbre.
Thc pol icc are prc<l ictablv cal l ing
this a Satanic cult ,  but you think
something clsc is at work. The-
symbols lookecl morc l ike technical
schematics than occult syrnbols.

'  ' l -hc 
amulct is a simplc warul against

harnr. Whocvcr \r'orc this r,va,s
scarc<l of 'somcthing. pcrhaps

thc vict im hacl somc cluc of hcr
impcncl ing fate . Scarching hcr
housc might r. ,u.,al morc . lucr.

.  Thc cult  l igurc is a kind of '
fcrt i l i tv god mcntioncrl  in scvcral
grirnoircs. Thc worship has shou.n
up in scvcral culturcs, including
ancicnt Romc, an<l is l inkcd to a
similar l igurc in Aztec mvth. Thc
r',,orship always prcceclcs tht: lall ol'
thc civi l isat ion.

0ral Historg
Sample Special Benefits

'  Th t '  o ld  mJn 's  s l ( ) ry  i s  a  v t . rs ion
r;f  a tcrr i f 'v ing urban Icgcnd vou
hearcl as a chi ld. you may .ui l  fb, u
llashback sccnt:.

' This old \\'oman surc loves to talk
about the tow.n. Gain a tu,o point
dedicated pool firr finding vour
u'av arouncl, identif'ving locations
and local peoplc, and linding short
cuts ancl hid<len routc..

' The guy sccms happy to have a
chancc to tell thc stor,r,. y<ru,vc

macle a lriend rvho rvill help 1.ou as
best he can in thc future.

?6
;
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' Thc u'oman seems inclined to
chatter, but knowing just thc right
things to say, you speed her along
without offending her. She tells

you what you need to know right
away.

' It's a long story, and the man
invites you back to his house to
hear the rest ofit. This show of
trust will go down well with the
locals and you may be able to glean
some more information-

Sample Clues
' Legends say that fblk who go up on

Burnt Hill during lightning storms

are never heard from again. Last

year a farmer went up there after
a lost sheep, and he never came
back.

' There are rumors about the

Penwick family. They say they're
from old pirate stock, and they've

got a stash of Spanish gold in their
cellar. How else could they stay
so wealthy when everyone else in
town goes hungry?

77

' The hunter knows the lcgend of
the Black Beast. His grandfather
saw it, he says, and was never the
same again. He can take you to the
valley whcre it lives, but hc won't

venture \4'ithin.

0utdoorsman
Abilitq Focus: Trackinq Animals
Landscape Tracking: Landscape

tracking is rcading the landscapc for
like-ly locations of game. Features

such as watcr sources, cover, Prey
animals such as vole rabbits and deer
(ifhunting a predator), the prcsence of
foragc specics of vegetation, ancl so on,
can be read to indicate thc likelihood

of finding gamc in the arca.

Signs: Thcsc are indicators ofan
animal 's prcscncc. A col lect ion of
signs might inclicate a trail, a bed, or
a den. Signs include'rubs' whcre

animals rcpcatedly rub against a

protrusion in a trail by chance, or rub

intentionally lbr scent marking and thc
l ike. 'Chews' arc marks of an animal
fccding. The typc of bitc marks can
indicate the animal resoonsible. Deer

tcar up loliage, while rabbits cut it

clcanly. Pretlators may chew on grass,
but not swallow it, leaving distinctivc

chcws. 'Scat '  is the feces of animals.
Animals have distinctivc scat, which

can determine the tvoe of animal and
what they arc f 'e. 'cl ing on.

Sideheading: Sideheading is

a technique fbr detecting the

compressions of dust particles and grit
on a trail which indicate the passage of
an animal. Thc tracker, looking along
the trail towards a light sourcc (such

as t}e sun), presses their ear to the

ground. Looking across the trail witi

the lower eye can reveal shiny or dull

spots where animals have disturbed

dust and grit.

Tracks: A wealth of information can
be determined from animal tracks,
beyond just the species of animal that
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Field Dressinq a Deer
I Th"r" procedurcs can bc fbllowecl u'ith any large hcrbivorc. Immediately

after thc kill, thc animal should bc bled by cutting open I'eins in the neck,

and Iifting the hinclquarters.

Somc hunters recommcnd removing the scent glands of a cleer as soon as

possible. Thcsc are located behind the knees on the hind legs. Some huntcrs

kccp these scent glancls as lurcs or to clisguisc their own scent.

With the animal hung by its hcad, or lying on its back r'vith its rrrmp

dou'nhill, a cut shoulcl be madc down the belly of the animal. A11 internal

j urgunr are remor.ecl, including thc heart, liver and tonguc, r'r''hich arc edibltr

i ut.t,l o.., often savr:cl. Thc pelvis is split, r,vhich somctimes rcquires a hatchet,

anrl the gcnitais and intestincs retnovccl.

In r,r'arm r.r.eathcr, the carcass should be skinned to herlp it cool thstcr, but

otherrvisc the skin shoultl be left on to protcct thc meat.

Findinq Water
Condensation: ln arcas \vi th cxtrcmc tcmPcraturc variat ion bctwccn night

and day, contlcnsation can f irrm on mctal and glass. An absorbcnt cloth can

collcct this moisturc in thc mornings antl  thc cvcnings.

Dew: Hcavy <lcr,vs arc a good sourcc of vvatcr. T;'ing raqs t.rr lrinc grass ttl

your anklcs anrl  walking through l lcury grass can col lcct <lcu' on thc cloth'

rvhich shoul<l bc rvrung out into a cnntaincr.

Trces: Many trccs, inclut l ing banana trccs, palms, and baobabs, col lcct watcr.

I f  thc trcc is small ,  cutt ing i t  dou'n ancl scooping a hol low in thc sturnp rvi l l

causc watcr lrom thc roots to col lcct in thc holc. Somc tt ' tcs tan l l t l r luce
rvater firr up to lbur davs in this r,r'ay.

Se awater: Scawatcr can ber boiletl with a cloth hcld in thc stcam . The:

moisturc accumulating in the cloth u' i l l  bc lrcsh.

Ground: In most terrain, a hole dug at a low point in the arca u' i I l

accumulatc rvatcr. In a clcscrt, thc r'vater may accumulate vcry sltlwly, or it

may bc dilllcult to llnd a goocl location. The r,vatcr shoulcl bc boilcd belirrc

left the track. The sex of the animal

can often be determincd by thc size of

the print or by the rclative positions

of the hind and f.ront prints. Males

often have front legs vl'ider than

back, and f.emalcs the opposite. The

disposition and activity of the animal

can be determined by the gait it uses.

Stalking, for example, produces a

dif lerent pattern lrom f lecing.

Sample Special Benefits
. tacking the subject, you get

some insight into his statc o1'

mind and his demeanor. You

might  obs t  r rc  tha t  he  is  mor  ing

hesitantly, recklessly or r,r'ith the

staggcr of a drunkard. Gain a tw-o

point dedicatcd pool for using

intcrpersonal skiils against the

subject.

' You know a short cut through the

u,oods, getting you there in halfthe

timc.

' The frcsh meal and blazing lire you

prepare in the r,vilderness restores

cveryonc's spirits. You may refresh

your Stability with a Confidencc

d ie .

Sample Clues
' -I'hc 

prints wcren't made by any

kind of animal that bclongs in this

part of the u'orl<l. What's even

stranger is thc rvay thcy leacl right

ofTthe eclgc of'this cliff. Whatcver

carricd thc man away in last night's

storm was no orclinary creaturc.

'  This trai l  of hoof marks wasn't

madc by animals. Thcre arc no

chcw marks, no rubs or caught

hairs. Comc to mcntion i t ,  thcrc

sccm to bc very f'cw animals at all

in thcsc u'oods. Maybc somcbody

flakc<l it, or rnaybc it vvas something

c lsc .

'  Thc dogs won't fol low thc sccnt,

but you can catch the trail any\l/ay.

Y<ru lbllolv thc trail through several

miles o[bush to a cave in a cl i f ' f

s iclc.

Pharmacq
Bclow arc several cf'fbcts that can bc

achievccl with pharmaccuticals, ancl

common clrugs for that cllect in the

1 930s .

Analgesic: Aspirin r,vas sold in

various forms and u'as a houschold

name in thc 1930s. Various other

analgesics u,ere also used.

Anesthetic: Ether and Chloroform

u,erc the two most common

anesthetics, both administered as a gas.

Sedative: Barbital rvas the lirst
'slecping pill' and it w-as used to treat

anxiety. Phcnytoin andTrimethadonc

were two common seclatives lvith

{

i
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rt-ducctl sitlc cflccts of' dror,r,,sinc:ss.

Stimulant: IJcnzcdrinc was or-rc of

thc f irst n()n-coca clcr ivccl st imulants,

introclucc<l to the Unitccl Statcs in

1932. l t  u'as aclvert iscrd as a trcatrncnt

l i rr  hay f 'evcr ancl mclancholy.

Sample Special Benefits
' -l-hc 

clru-g makes thc subjcct

conf 'usccl and pl iable . Gain a

two point dc<l icatet l  pool fbr

intirr-ridating or intcrrogating thern.

'  Having idcnti f lcd the chcmical

somc cult ists wcrc using to keep

the half'-human thing in the cellar
tlormant, vou believc you can

producc more of it yourself.

' I{ccovering fiom the poison would

normally take days of beclrest,

but your cflective antidote, plus
a hcalthy dose of stimulants, gets

your lcllow investigator back on his
i'eet within minutes.

Sample Clues
'  Thc pi l ls in thc r lrug cabinct

inrl icatt:  thr: man was taking scvcral

kinrls o1' sc<lat ivc, oftcn prcscribccl
for scvcrc psvchosis. Thc man

sccms norff lal  on thc surfhcc

boring, cvcn - but hc coul<l bc

conccal ing a r lark past.

'  The srncl l  ol  bit tcr almonrls alcrts
you to the poison scconcls be'fbrc

you takc a sip. Somconc is trying

to ki l l  you!

' The sedative you administcr t<r

thc man calms him immerliatcll

and he bcgins talking. He tells you
everything that took place on thc
islantl, even recounting his ovn'n

desccnt into cannibalism r,r'ith

complete calm and cletachment.

Photographq
Photography technology was well-

developed by the 1930s, and cameras

became more and more ol an evcryday

item. Simple cameras r.tere used in

households all over the lr'orld, u.hiie

cxperts hacl access t() somc m()r(:

soph is t i t  a l t  t l  t  qu ipment .

View Cameras: Thc vast rnajoritl'

of camcras in the 19JOs rvcre 'r ' ic l l"

cameras. Tlresc camcras have tu'o

lcnses that can m()\ je inr lepcnrlentlv

of cach othcr, altcr ing the' lbcus of

thc carncra as tl'reir an-qlcs c'har-rec.

Thr:sc allor'r' a rcmarkablc <lcgret' of'

control over thc fircus antl lrarning ot a

picturc, but rcquirc somc cxpcrt isc tcr

opcratc. Sirnplv'snapping' a shot r ' r ,as

not possiblc with suc'h ( 'amcras.

Thc Folding Camcra: Amatcur

photographcrs of thc 19l0s r 'r 'or.r ld

havc ttsc<l a fol<l ing camcra. Conrpact

whcn ftrl<le<l arvay, thc lirlding carncr.'r

could unpack r.vhcn in usc, rvi th a
Ierathcr bcI lolr 's containing thc I ight-

scnsit ivc Parts. Goo<l f i rr  snapsh<>ts

anrl portraits, thcy r 'r 'crc lcss ef l 'cct ivc

at capturing <lctai l  or rn()\-crne nt.

Flash Bulb: Photographv in <lark

condit ions in thc 1 930s r las achicvc<l

through thc usc ol a f lash bulb a glass
bulb containing rnagncsiun'r f i lantcnts

that u'as automatical lv ignitci l  bv thc

opcning ol thc sl.ruttcr-.  Sut 'h btr lbs

could onlv bc usccl oncc, ani l  r ' r 'cre

t 'xtrcmcll  hot aftcr usc. Flaue<l bulbs

coul<l causc acci<lental explosions.

Xenon Flash Bulb: Capablc of '

prorlucing an cxtrcmclv lrr ight burst

of 'di f lbse l igl ' r t ,  Xcnon bulbs ncrc

l irst procluce<l in thc 1930s, rnakirrg

them extrermclv spccial izccl cquipmcnt

lirr the time. The yrrecisc timing ancl

intense l ight of Xenon bulbs madc

them ideal for photographhg high-

speed images.

Telephoto Lens: Telcphoto lcnscs

were first produce<l cornrrrcrciallf in

1932 l<>r movie cameras but spccialists

would have had lenses of larying

effectivencss for still cameras bclorc

this date . ATelephoto lens can reclucc:

the apparent distance betrveen the

photographer and the subject by as

4t A Selection of Common Poisons
Arsenic: Nicknamed'lnheritancc Pouclcr 'bccausc of i ts frcqucnt usc as a

poison, arscnic is colorlc:ss anrl  f ' lavorlcss. Syn-rptorns of 'arsenic l toisoning
includc stomach pain, romit ing, <l iarrhca, conr.ulsions ancl dcl ir ium. In the
19JOs thr:re \ \ 'as no viablc trcatrnc:nt fbr acutc arscnic l toisoning, though i ts

presence could bc dctcctccl by a Reinsch tcst (Sct: Forcnsics)

Strychnine: Or-rc of ' thc most bit ter sul>stancc-s knou,n, strychninc: is casi ly

i  <lctcctablc elen in small  r loscs. Svrnptoms inclu<le convulsions ( inclu<l ing a

I characterist ic archcd back) fbl lor,r,cd rapidly by asphyxiat ion. 
' fannic 

acir l  can
flusl.r strychninc f iom thc svstcrn, i f ' taken promptly. Doctors in thc 1930s
r.rrruld fbl lor 'r '  this r.r ' i th chlorof irrm to prc\,cnt c'onvulsions frr>rn injuring thc
naticnt.

Curarc:Thc poison usetl  <;r-r thc <larts of sonrc SouthArncric'an tr ibcs, curarc
ki l ls lvi thin an hour bl paralysis and asphyxiat ion. Preparcrl  l l 'orn ccrtain

plants nativc to t l"rat rcgion, i t  is also cf lcct ive in thcr trcatmcnt of strycl ' rninc

poisoning.

Cyanide: Inhalccl or ingcstcrl ,  cyar.r i<lc is a r lcadly poison, lci l l ing within
minutcs. An-ryl Nitratc, inhalc<l an<l l i r l lorvt:<l l rv arr injccrt ion of So<liurn

Nitrate (both cornrnon substant 'cs) is an cl lcct ivc antir lotc.
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much as three quarters.

Subminiature Camera: First
commercial ly produccd in 1937, the
Minox carnera r,vas half thc sizc of a
carton of cigarettcs. Thc small  size
maclc i t  poor fbr photographv insidc
three or firur f'eet rvithout adjustments,
but outside that range i t  proclucccl
gootl  i rnages.

Darkrooms: Prof cssional

1;l-rotographcrs ancl cvcn many
r ' t  t t  h u s i , r s t  i t , t  m . l 1 ( . r t  r :  u , , u  l , l  i r , r r . '  h . r . l
thcir or,r,n clarkroont. For thosr: rvho
rl i<l not, prof 'cssional stucl ios (ani l
c\,cn s()mc hotcls) of lcrc<l <larkroonr
spacc f irr  cl icrnts to <lcvc:lop thcir orvn
photographs.

Sample Special Benefits:
' You havc crcratc<l ;thotographs of'

cons i< lc rab lc  a r t i s t i c  n rc r i t .  I f  thc :y
\ \ (  r (  ( ' \ ( ' r  t ' x h i l r i t t ' , 1 .  t h t . )  r , r , , r r l , l
garncr s()trc amount oi notoricty.
Gain a trv<>-ltoint <lt :<l icatct l  pool
to r  in tc r l te  rsona l  sk i l l s  among ar t
a l i c iona< los .

'  Vru <l iscovcr that in thc backgroun<l
of onc of 'vour photographs, vou
havc caught a statc: ofllcial in a
compromising act. This irnagc
coulcl nt: t  you moncy or favors ir-r
thc f uturc. Gain a trvo-point pool
tor llureraucracy.

' Your cleclication to prof'cssional
photography al lows you to rcmain
dctachccl e'r.cn in thc thcc of
cxtremcr horror. No mattcr ho."v
mind-r'r'rangl ing the sccne bcfbre
you is, i t  is your job to clocumcnt
it. Reficsh vour Stabilitv r,r'ith a
(  o n l i , l c n ,  e  c i i e  c r , . n  a r  v o u  t 1 1  t . ,
hold thc camcra st i l l .

' You put your hard-earned

expericnce to good use, dcveloping
thc photographs within half an
hour, rather than the usual hour or

Sample Clues
'  A spccial l i l tcr on your camera lens

allo'ws you to detcct markings not
i,isiblc to tl're nakccl evc. You can
p i t  k  up  th r .  1 r . r i l  o l  rh . .c r . . r tu re
that broke o11'the branchcs llftecn
lbct up in thc fbrest, but only aftcr
thc photographs art:  i lcvclopccl.

'  Your f lash bulb start lcs thc hunchccl
thing. It g()cs scampcring olT dorvn
a sit lc cxit ,  rvi th a cluci:r half ' - lopcr,
ha l f - l imp.  Whi lc  i t ' s  gonc ,  you ' r t :
ablc to gcrt a gl impsc ol ' i ts lair,  an<l
mavl>c lcarn somc ol i ts sccrcts.

.  Y<rur rniniaturc carncra al lovvs y<lr
to c'apturc imagcs of thc thccs of '
thc cult ists r,vhi lcr yor-r inf i l t ratr:
thcir sccrcrt r lcct irrg. Analysing thc

1 lh , , t , ,g ra1  r l rs  l . r t  t ' r ' ,  ; ,  r t r  t . ( . (  {  ) tn  i s ( '
sr:r,cral lhccs.

Phgsics
-I 'he 

1 930s r,r ' rrrr:  a t imc of 'grcat lca;ts
of un<lc:rstan<ling in phvsic,s. Thr:
propr:rt ics r>f rat l iat ion and tht:  atorn
lvcrt 'bcginning to bc untlc:rst<>o<1, ancl
thcrr: r'r'as a scnsc that ther mystcrics o1'
thc univcrsc rverrc unravcl ing bt ' f i rre:
thc n-rarch of scir:ncc. [ ]clorv arc
somc o1'thc t lc:viccs that por.r 'crcrl  t l -r is
scicnti l lc rc' ,olut ion :

The Cyclotron: An carlv part iclc:
accclcrator, thc cyclotron opcnc<l up
ner'v rcalms of inquirv to scicntists
of thc r lcca<lc. Invcntcrl  in 1 929, thc
cvclotron bccamc an csscntial part ol l
rnany physics labs, ancl letl to advances
in chemistry, nuclear meclicine, ancl
t l ' re dcvclopmernt of nuclear wcapons.

Electron Microsc<tpc: First

proclucccl in 1931 , thc technologv fbr
elcctron microscopy rvas unreliable
and experimcntal fbr most of thc
decade. Early attcrnpts coulcl magnifv
objccts up to firur hunclred times, a
fraction of the capabilitv of moclern
mi t  roscopt  s  bu t  s t i l l  a  s taggcr ing
amount lbr the time.

Geiger Counter: The first Geigcr
counter r,vas invcnted in 1908 and
thc clesign was substantially improvcd
upon t$.cnty years later. Abie tcr
cletect many (but not all) kinds ol
radiation, they w.cre an cssential
tool not only ofphysicists, but also
geologists ancl archaeologists.

Spectrograph: This was an optical
instrumcnt ust:d to mcasure properties
o1' l ight. Analysis of the polarization,
intensity, anrl wavclcngth of light can
clctermine information about thc:
sourcc ol thc l ight, or propcrt ics of
thc substancc from u,hich the l ight is
rer fl cctccl.

Sample Special Benefits
'  l lv analysing thc crcaturc's fhint lv

luminous  t ra i l  i r r  th t '  s1 . r t ' t  t roqr . . rph ,
you bcgin to comprchcnrl
somcthing <if  thc thing's physical
makc:-up. Gain a two point
r lcr l icatcrl  pool 1'rrr f inr l ing a $'ay to
injurc or ki l l  thc thing.

'  Contact rvi th intcl l igcnccs l iom
bcyond our rcal i tv may be twist ing
your mind, l>ut i t 's also operning
up start l ing rcvclat ions fbr physics.
Yru  t  . tn  tu rn  th is  t . x1r t ' r i t .n t  t .  in to  . i
paper that, r'l'hilc it may bc scornccl
by thc scie.ntilic establishment,
crarns you a ccrtatn measure
ot respcct lrom a minority of
cxperts. Gain a tu'o point pool lbr
bureaucracy among scientists.

' You'vc still got some contacts at
vour old college. You can get
acccss to the physics lab, ancl some
pretty serious equipment, lbr the
night. Just make sure vou lear.c it
holv you found it.

Sample Clues
' Your rcadings shor,v a high rate

of radioactivc decay coming o11
the severed talon you found.
Whatevcr the thing is, its makeup is
fundamcntally unstable. It looks likc
it will disintegrate q.ithin thc week.

30
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' As you examine thc artcfhct unrlcr
the elcctron microscopc, you
can harclll bclieve u'hat vou llnrl.
The rough tcxturc ofthc surfacc
is made up of thousan<ls of l incs

ol engrar,'ccl tcxt, too tiny lbr thc
c\,cr to scc. You're not surc of thc
languagc, but i t  looks l ike a vcrsion

of ' the Enochian script <l iscr>vcrcrl
bv John l)cc, more than c'ightcern

c'cnturics aftur this objcct u'as
bur icd .

'  Th t  rna t  h in t ' r ;  in  th t '  a r r t  i t ' n1
tcmplc is l ikc nothing you'r 'e sccn
bcfirrer, anrl  yct you can grasp
something ol ' i ts purposc. Icleas
hintccl at in thc most obscure

physics tcxts sccm conlirme<l by

thc design of thc al icn machinc.

You think vou can gct it I'r'orking,

though you'rt 'not surc vvhat thc
cfl 'cct wi l l  l rc.

Reassurance
Sample Special Benefits

'  Y<ru rcmin<l the subjcct ol hcr
bclovcrl ,  long r lcad fhthcr. Y<ru'rc
alrlc tci calm hcr clorvn casily, an<l
shc' l l  trcat you as an ar.rthori ty

frorn novy on. Holr'cvt'r, shc'll

also dcvclop a <lcpcnclcncy on

you, cal l ing yolr up anrl asking lor

a<lvicc, ancl cvcn cal l ing round

uncxpccte<l lv in thc mi<kl lc of the
night.

'  Your w.el l-choscn u'orcls don't  just

calm the pcrson you'rc talking
to, but evcryone nearby. Without
mcaning to, you'r 'e fbund yourself '
clccted lcadcr ofthe group.

'  Wh. r t  th is  g roup needs is  a  rous ing

moral anecdote. You rccount a

sccne f|om your chilclhor>d,'uvhen

vou faced a similarly dilTicult

si tuation.

' Your tough but firm reassurance
not only calms your subject down,
it reaf1irms his faith in his religion.

Hc has sornr:thing to l>cl ieve in

again, dcspitt '  har, ing lost so muc'h.

Mavbe that lai th rvi l l  hclp in thc
ongoing batt lc against supcrnatural

. l

c v u .

'  This guv is hvstcricral. ' [ -hc onlv u av
to calm hirr ilou.n is to ltunch l-rirn
squarcly on the jarv. Not onlv <locs
this bring lr irn out o1'his tai lspin, i t

carns v()u thc r i :spcct ol 'cvc-ryor.rt '

at the bar.

'  ' lhlkin.q 
u i t l ' r  thc tcrr i f ic<l islan<lcr,

vou lcarn sonrct l"r ing o1'hcr

c'ulture's lcgcn<is. N<xv vou can
<lrau' upon inspir ing local mr.t l ' r

to assist vou. Gain tr,r ,o r lc<l icatt.<l

pool points to rcassuring othcr
rncmbcrs ol ' the sarnt '  tr ibal group.

'  Yt>ur cluict rcassuring vr 'or<ls

lrt ' t 'omc a rr>using spt ' i ' r 'h.
Evt 'rvont. stol)s t() l istcn, an<l 1,ou
fin<l thc st irr ing urrr<ls art '  al lcct ing

cvcn yourst: l l .  You r lay rcf l-csh

Sarri tv u' i th ar Confl<k'ncc <l ic.

Sample Clues
'  ' l  

l t t '  1 t ' , ru rn . r t i s t  r l  uorn , r r r  i s  . r
babbling lvrcck, but r-rnt lcr

\our calm carc, shc rt 'gains hcr

comll()surc. 
' l i r  

your surprisc, sht '
l r t ' l icvcs slrc is thc onu rcsponsi l>lc

l irr  thc mir lnight <l isnrbow c. l l ings.
You knon shc cannot bc, as she's
bt 'cn in thc hos;; i tal  al l  night but
vvhy docs shc think she is?

' Althou.qh thc young architcct in thc
asylum isn't yct capablc of fbrming

a coherent scntence, lou reassurc

him sufficicntly for him to reach
fbr his pencils. Swcating, he begins

to draw a skctch of a monument or

pedestal of some kincl, then scre\vs

it up and bcgins again. Alter fivc

such attempts, you realize u.hat's

troubling him. He cannot gct the
angles to match up to 'r.r'hat he sees
in his mincl.

'  As thc ship bcgins to capsize,

thc crcu'panic. Sevcral cl ive

or,erboarcl, ancl are quicklv su.cpt

up bv thc m()nstrous thing's

tcntacles. At the hclm, r 'our
boon'ring voicc kecps thc crelr'

toqether, an<l thc cngints f lre arr<l

rcstart.  Y<>u' l l  cscaltt :  thc thin.q's

c' lutches, having sccn i ts island lair

3l

Streetwise
Abilitq Focus: A Selection of
1930s Slang
Prison: Hooscgou, t l ' rc l l ig Housc

Whiskey: l ]oozc, Hoocl.r,  Mulc

Hi rc t l  Gunman:  Brun<>,  ( ioon ,

Hatchct Man,' l i rrpr:do, 
- l ' r iggcr 

Man

Money: Cabbagc, Fol<l ing ( irc:cn,

l-ong Grecn, l)ougl 'r ,  l l rca<1, Su<ls

Packct of Heroin or Cocainc:

Ca< l i l l ac

Cof' f i  n: Chicago ( )r,crc<>at

Sp ikc< l  Dr ink :  Micko  F inn

Car ry ing  a  Gun:  [ )ack ing  l lea t ,

Wt'aring Iron

Policc Informant: Stool l) igcon

Car : ' l - in  Can

Spcakcasics: l)uring I ' rohibit ion

(u 'h ich  c .nder l  i r r  1933) ,  c r in r ina l

opcrations ol lcrcrl  i l lcgal alc'ol ' rol
to paying patrons. Ranging l iom

surrcpti t ious back-al lev stal ls to
fancy privatc clubs; speakeasics coul<l

provir lc alcohol, at a pricc, to thosc in

the know.

Casinos: Garnlrling in rnost firrns

was i l legal in most statcs in Amcrica.

Ganrbling occurred in se-cret
undcrground casinos and bookics,

somc of u'hich wcre very claborate an<l
catercd to wealthy clienieli,.
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Dance Halls: For poor Mcxican

ancl African American kicls, clance

halls, lr.ith their loud sr'ving music and

exubcrant atmospheres provicicd a

u'elcome rclcasc from the harclships

of the 1930s. Sr,r ' ' ing music grerv out

ol laz.z., and usuallv involvr:d a big

band lvith a driving rhvthrnic beat,

intcrspersecl u' i th impror. iset l  solos.

Srvin-q music dcvclopctl  i ts rxvn clancc

stvlcs and slang, a rvholc culture of

su  in , ' -  l i t t . : r l ;11p1r i1 , r .  l  l l ashr '  , l l n . r '

stvlc, lvhich incorporatecl u' i lc l
'brcakouts' anrl  acrial f f loves, bccatnc

as nruc'h a part ol thc sholv as thc

rnus ic .

L.atcr in t l ' rc <lcca<lc, 'zoot suits '

l rccamc popular. Zoot suits r 'vt:rc

< lcscr i l>er l  in  thc  s lang o1 ' thc  r l cca t lc :

: rs : 'A  k i l l t : r -< l i l l c r  coa t  rv i th  a  < l rapc

shapr:,  r t :al  plcats antl  shoult lcrrs

par l< lc r l  I i kc  a  lunat ic ' s  c t : l l . 'Thcv  ha< l

r,r ' i<lc pa<l<lc<l shoul<lc:rs, long tai ls, an<l

sharplv tapcrcrl  pants, anrl  oftcn camc:

in  b r igh t  co lo rs .

Sample Special Benefits
'  V rur  j i r , c - ta lk  rnakcs  you sc( 'm

l ik r '  < ,nc  o f  thc  loca ls .  Vru ' l l

bt' r'r"t:lcomc bac'k ir-r this

r:stabl ishrncnt.

'  You scnsc somcthing's \  /rong as

so()n as thc goons pi lc out ol thcr

truc'k. 
- l 'hcy'rc 

not clrcssctl  r ight

lbr this part of tolr'n. You makc a

brcak fbr i t  br:f i>re the bul lcts start

flving. Gain a tu.o point cledicatccl

pool fbr Fleeing.

' A night on the tcxvn, hitting somc:

ofthe best gin joints around, is

just what you ncccl to gct vou

l'eeling right. You n.rav rclicsh vour

stabilitv r'r,ith a conlldcncc dic.

Sample Clues
' Word on thc strcct is that there's

a nerv cliscase spreading lrom the

docksidc n'horehouses. You catch

a dose of that and your r,l'ater

turns black. After three days, your

tonguc kincl of srvells, so's vou

crn ' t  t . r l k  r ighr .  And you qc t  th (s ( '

scaly patches all over your lcgs that

itch likc crazy.

' This place has a bacl rcputation.

Evcn the dope tiends and thc bums

avoid this rorv of warchouses.

Thev say somc of th,.r doors

hcrc don't opcn onto r,vhat you

cxpcct. People havc got lost in

thc bui lcl ings anrl ncver comc out.

Sometimcs you can st i l l  hear thcm

call ing l i rr  hclp.

.  Tlrcrc's scvcral thousand clol lars

rvorth olt  <lrugs hi<lt lcn aboart l  t l ' r is

l>oat. For r'vhocvcr r'vas smug-qling

it  t()  just gct up and lcavc, rvi thout

putt ing up a l ight, is incrc<l iblv

r-u'rusual. Somt:thing strangc mnst

havc haPPt:nctl  out at sca.

Theologg
Thcologv, thc str-r<lv olt  rcl igion l trom

thc stancc of a bcl ir :vcr, anrl  rcl igior-rs

sturl ics, thcr stu<lv of rr. : l igions lrom

an outsi<lcr pcrspcctivc, wcrc morc

c losc lv  in tc r t rv incc l  in  thc  1930s.

Most of ' thc olr lr :st Univcrsit ics bt:gan

as thcological schools, tcaching l l ibl t :

scholarship an<l ski l ls suitablc to

prospcctivc pricsts. Thc morc moclcrn

study of comparativc rcl igion was a

much morc rcccnt r lcvcloplncnt.

Bclor'r' are thc major catcgorizations

ol u,orlcl  rel iqions usccl by rcl igious

scho lars  o f the  1930s.

Abrahamic Religions: lncluding

Judaism, Christ ianity, ancl Islam,

thesc thrcc religi<>ns share a numbcr

of similari t ics. Al l  three are

Monothcistic, ref'er to some of thc

same historical prophets, and sanctilv

very similar rcligious texts.

Dharmic Religions: lnclucling

Hinduism and Buddhism, thcse

religions originatecl in the Indian

subcon l inent .  Thcs ,  r , l i g ions

drarv on a similar basc of cultural

understancling, and in some cascs rcfer

to the samc mvthological or historical

figures, such as the Buddha.

Taoic Religions: Including a r.vide

rangc of religions such asTaoism,

Conf'ucianisrn, and Shinto, thr:sc

rcl igions originate l i -om Asia, and locus

on thc concept of ' ' Iao'.  Tao can be

intcrprctccl in manv r,r,avs, including as

t h c ' f l o r r ' , , 1 - 1 h t '  u n i r c r r ( ,  o r  c o s m i ( '

balance.

Animist Rcligions: A catcgory

rvhich covers thc wir lcly disparate

rcl igious practiccs of many indigenous

groups vr"orldlviclc, Animist rcl igior-rs

pos i t  tha t  pcrsonhooc l ,  o r ' sp i r i thoo t l ' ,

rcsidcs in a r 'r , i<lc varictv of non-

human th ings ,  such as  in  a l l  l i v ing

animals, in al l  objccts, or in al l  natural

phcnomerna.

Sample Special Benefits
'  Yor-rr apt ch<iicc o1'scriptural

cluotat ion convinccs thc l<>cals that
you'rc trustr 'v<;rthv an<l r loral.

Thcy rvcrcn't  surc about you at

f i rst,  bcing as vou'rc f ion'r out ol

tor,vn ancl al l ,  but thcv' l l  acccpt vou
in to  thc  fbk l .

' Thanks t() your hard stucly of

thc corc tcxts, v()u can pass

as a mcmbcr of ' thc cler-qy of

this rcl igion. Gain a trvo point

clcdicatcd pool lbr intcrpcrsonal

abilitics r.rsed among thc f'aithful.

' The sccminglv insignilicant scrap

of papvrus you fbund is in lact a

fiagment lrom a holv tcxt. The

lind r,vill bring vou I'arne and

gratitude among that religion's

adherents. Gain a tr'vo-point

dedicatecl pool lbr Bureaucracl'

u.'ith that religious group.

Sample Clues
. This may har-e once been an

orthoclox church, but lrom the

symbols hanging on thc n'alls, and

thc strange idols sitting on the

I
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altar, vou can tcll something has

gone te-rriblv astrav. Minor aspccts

ofthc original rcl igion sccm to

havc [>cen elcvatcd to a cl ivinc

status, u-hilc thc core tencts hale

bccn marginal izcrl .  An obscssion

r'vith antccliluvian monstcrs

clominatcs elervthing.

'  Yorlr short scrm()n imprcsscs on thc

tou'nslolk the r, ir tue of honcstv.

Ser t ' r . r l  o f  lh t 'n r  lppr , , , r r  h  1 , ,u  u l i . ' r .

the scrvice, tcl l ing vou r lark talcs

about thcir ncigl-rbours mt'ert ing

secrct lv at night.

'  Strangc as this r i tual sccrlrs,

i t 's a fair lv comnl()n practict '
among Hait ian natir ,cs. That ther

govcrn()r r, , , ,as so anxi<lus l i rr  y<tu to

invcstigatc it, anrl to kccP r,ou ar,r'av

lrorn his orvn ac' l iv i t ics, makcs you
morr: than a l i t t lc susprcrous.

M,,,M
lr ir, r'. d 

iliil W^
il

i

i

Grnrnn AHUilrs
Disquise
Idcnti f icat ion: Prior to the

intro<luction of Social Sccuritr '

numl>crs in 1936,as part of ' the 'Nt:w

Dcal '  cconomic rcfbrms, thcre vvas

no national svstcm of iclcnti f lcat ion

in thc Unitecl Statcs. Sol<l icrs had a

Scrvicc Numlrt:r by u,'hich thcy ,,1,s;1'

idcnti f icd, an<l tnany peoplc had

passports, birth cerrt i f icatcs, or r lr iver 's

l iccnscs, but just as many pcopler ha<l

no kin<l of idcnti f lcat ion at al l .  This

coul<l n'rake passing voursclf  of l  as a
<l i f lcrcnt pers() l l  vcry casy inrlcct l .

Driving
Thc l )cprcss ion  < l i< ln ' t  h i t  thc

autornobilc in<lr-rstry as har<l as i t  ( l i ( l

othcrs, an<l cvcn in thc lcancst vcars
, r l  t l r t '  I  9  l 0 s ,  A r r r t ' r i c a r r s  s t i l l  r l r o r t '

cars .  l ) r i v ing  was a  symbol  o f 'm i< l< l l c

class status an<l car orvncrshi l t  u'as

an iml)()rtant signif icr ol uealth. I 'or

otht:rs, holr ' 'cvcr, <lr iving was a way to

cva<lc authorit ics, imprcss crorv<ls, an<l

gct placcs vcn c;uicklr ' .

Br: lolv is a sclcc't ion of <lr iving stunts,

manr 'o f  vvh ich  nerc  l i r s t  < lcvc loper l  in

thc 1 9 l0s.

BootlegTurn: Also knou rr

as  a 's rnugg ler ' s  tu rn '  o r  jus t  a
'boot lc rggcr ' ,  th is  i s  a  180 < lcgrcc  tu rn

at spcc<l in an autt>mobile .  I t  gainct l
its namr: fiorn its popularitv u,ith

alcol.rol srnugglcrs during prohibition.
The driver drops the car into a low

gear, ancl turns sharplv in the dcsirerl

dircct ion. The vchiclc loscs tract ion,

but turns rapidly.

J-Tirrn: Also cal led a'moonshiner's

turn', this is a rapicl changc of

direction from a stationarv start. The

vehicle re\rcrses hard, and then the

driver stcers harcl to the right or lcft

and applics the brakes. Bcfbre the

vehicle stops moving, the driver shifts

into first gear ancl acceleratcs hard.

This achieves a quick 1S0-clegree turn.

Handbrake turn: Uscd to nr.gotiate

t ight corners at speed, a handbrakc

turn involvcs applying thc handbrake

as thc driver goes into a corner,

causing thc vc-hicle to lose traction ancl

sl idc'aroun<l the corncr. This al lows

thc driver to pick up spccd out of ' thc

turn much faster than is othcnr, ise

possible.

Lcft-Foot Braking: Sinri lar to a

hanrlbrakc turn, left  t i rot braking

involvcs using the left  f i rot (usually

t 'ontrol l ing thc clutch) to applv thc

brakcs, u hi lc simultancously applving

thc accclcrator and turning. Thc

rcsult is a t ight stecr, w' i th somc loss o1'

tract ion. Lcf i- fbot braking is vcrv har<l

on thc enginr '  of a car.

Hcel-and-toc: Hccl ancl toc is uscrl

to srnoothly r lor 'vnshift  gt:ars prior to

a turn. Thcr l>rakc anrl accclcrator arc:

operatc<l simultancor-rslv rvi th thc hccl

.rnrl  tot:  of ' thc r ight f i ;ot,  r ,r 'hi lc t l rc lcft

foot cngagcs thc clutch. Hccl-ar-r<l-toc

gearshifts al lorv a clr ir , t ' r  to clect ' lcratc

nruch closcr to a cornt 'r ,  antl  to

accclcratc much f 'astcr altcr i t .

Electrical Repair
Inc'rcasingly throughout thc I 910s,

clcctr ici ty rcplaced coal ancl gas as

a s()Lrrcc o1'por.r 'cr.  Ele ctr ic l ightinq

vr,as ul>iquitous, ancl clcc'tr ical

appl iances bccame rnorer and morc
( 'onrnon. Elcctr iccngineering

mcant unrlcrstancl ing a s icle rangc o1'

cl i l lcrcnt parts and thcir interactions.

Bclor'v are s()r'ne corrlmon clectrical

componcnts ancl device s of the 
, l930s.

VacuumTubcs: Also knor.r'n as
'electron tubcs',  'val ' r-ers'  or just
' tubcs',  vacuum tubcs u'crc an early

form of diodc. Tho. allou'cd for

complex applications ol' electrical

current, such as in amplifiers, which

rvcre fbuncl in radios anrl somc

speakers. Speciall,v marle tubes can
havc specific ef'Iects, but rcquire the

tubc to be filled with particular inert
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gascs. Vacuum tubcs r'vc'rc lrequentlv

unrcliablc, both bccausc they rccluired

a stancling currcnt to operate, ancl

bccausc, being made of glass, thev

rvere olten fragile. Vacuum tubes als<r

tentlerl  to corroclc or losc vacLlurn ovcr

t i tne, eventual ly causing thcm to tai l .

Old vacuum tubes corruptecl rvith air

or other gasers wcre knolr.n to cxplcidc.

Batteries: Battcr ics of ' thc 1930s

carnc in scvcral t-r,pcs. Small  battcr ies

for hanclhclcl <lcviccs such as l lashl ights

uscc l  z inc  carbon ' r l rv  ce l l '  ba t tc r ies ,

rvhich pro<lucr.- l i t t lc powcr but arcr

rcl ial>lc an<l havc no l i<1uicl contcnts

t , ,  l t ' a k , , l '  s p i l l .  l r r r  r l c r i t t s  r r ' < ; u i r i n {

rnorc powcr, a lcacl acirl battc'ry u,as

usercl.  Similar to a mo<lcrn car battcry,

thcsc ha<l a l icluir l  acir l  rcscrrvoir an<l

coult l  bc rcchargccl.  Thcy p;1v1' i1[qql
rn()rc'  powcr at thc cost ol having t<r

bc kcpt upright lc:st tht:v spi l l .  Various

<>thcr battcry f irrmulat ions u'crrc:

knorvn, an<l coukl bc cncountcrc<l in

o l< lc r  c lcc t r i c  r l cv iccs .

Racl io: Ratl io, cspcrcial ly broa<lcast

ra<l io, w,as a rclat ively rcccnt

tcchn<>logv in thc 1930s. Rcct:pt ion

of minutc r,ariat ions ol currcnt a

ncccssity l i rr  rarl io lvas marlc

possiblc bv a 'Cat 's Wl'r iskcr l)ctcctor '  ,
a combination of a natural scmi-

conclucting crystal anrl  a hair-thin

mcta l  w i rc .  l3y  thc  1930s such

<lctcctors vl'crc bcing rcplaced vvith

\racuum tubc rcccivcrs, but Cat's

Whiskcr vcrsions were st i l l  bcing

produced.

Explosives
Abilitq Focus: Common explosive
equipment of the 1930s
D y n a m i l e :  U s c , l  i n  ( o n s t r u ( t i ( ) n ,

r'varf'are, mining and dcmolitions,

dynamitc rvas thc most common

explosive of the decade. lleiatively

stablc, clynamitc could still bc

dangerous in lrcczing or extrcmcly hot

temperatures. Dlnamite is a mixture of

nitroglycerine and diatomaccous earth.

TNT: A relatively weak explosive,

TNT (Trinitrotoluene) was popular
because of its stability, able to be

melted ancl poured at rvell belovr. its

clctonation tempcraturc, TNT u.as alscr

shock rcsistant, ancl clocs not dissolvc:

in or absorb lvatcr, rnaking it suitablc

f i>r usc in wct condit ions. A skin

irritant, it clycs skin bright ycllor,r'.

Oxyl iquit :  Maclc by cxploit ing thc

cxplosive prc.rpert ies of l iquid oxygen

unrler certain situatiorrs, ()xvl iquit  is

a por,vcrful cx;r losivc. A mixturc ot

I iqu i r l  oxygcn,  lampb lack ,  an< l  sornc

kincl of absorbent rnatcrial is prcparc<l
just prior to <lctonation an<l can thcn

bc ignitr:r l  ci thcr bv an clcctr ic spark

or by a strong impact. ()xyl iquit  can

l>c improvisc<l l>y anyone with accrcrss

tr> suitablc rnatcrials.

Blasting Caps: LIst:r l  to <lt ' tonatc

tnost l<in<ls of crxplosivcs, l l last ing caps

transfirrm an r: lcctr ic current into a

sn-raI I  r :xplosion of '  matcrial containc<l

irr thc cap, usually black por'v<lt :r  or

IncrcrLlry f  ulrninatc.

Filch
Succcssf r-r l  pockct picking r-rsual ly rt : l ics

on <l istracrt ion; thc rnark's attc:nt ion

is <lrawn to son-rcthing clsc lvhi lc the:

thcft is cxcrcutcrl .  Without distract ion,

the thicl mLrst usc practicccl ckrxtr:ritv

and a lerv tr icks to covcr t l-rcir t l ' rcft .

Abi l i ty Focus: CommonTricks

Drawing attention: A stagcd tight,

trying to sr:ll or sholv sorncthing tcr

thc targct, or an obvious comc on all

draw the target's attention r,vhilc an

accomplice executes the theft. This is

a popular pickp<icket trick and lirr this

reason experiencetl thieves often rvork

in pairs.

Distraction: Theft is much easier

if thc targct can bc madc to divcrt

thcir attcntion from thcir bclongings.

Droppccl coins or books can clicit thc

hclp of strangcrs, rvho put dovl'n thcir

bags to pick up the dropped items.

Asking a stranger to help take your

photograph may allon' an accomplice

access to their bags.

Locating Cash: A common problcm
n'ith pick pockcting is fincling vr.hcrc

thc targct kcrps thcir u.allet. Thicvcs

u.ill brush against a targct to f'ccl

fbr thc tcl l talc bulgc. Fai l ing this,

somc thicvcs havc bccn knolr.n to call
'Somc 'one s to le  my rva l le t ! 'o r  the  l i ke .

The natural rcactiorr of bystantlers is to

chcck thcir <>rvn u,al lct is intact.

Cutpurse: Han<lbags and [rackpacks

arc vulncralr lc to l>cing slasherd opc'n,

anrl  thcir contcnts rcmovctl  r .vhi lc

lrcing carr ic<I. A gang o1' l lussian

cutpl lrscrs in thc 1930s lvcrc knorvn for

carrving curvc<l razor l>larlcs in thcir

r r r o u t h s  l i r l  t h i s  l ) u r l ) ( ) s ( .

Firearms
J'hc Trai l  of Cthulhu ruk:book

has r l c r ta i l c< l  in f i r rmat ion  on  19J0s

firc:arrns anrl t l -rcir usc. l lc lor,r '  is somc

inlorrnati<;n f irr  Kccpcrs al>out thc

lcgal status ol ' f i rcarms (at thc fc<lcral

lo ,c l )  in  Amcr r ica  in  thc  I930s .

National Fircarms Act ( l  934): ' l 'his

act rcstr ictccl ownership of automatic

wcap()ns, short-barrt: lct l  shotguns ancl

r i f l t 's,  si lcncr:rs, ancl 'gaclgct '  \ \ 'capons,

such as gun-cranes. It createcl an annual

tax  o f  9200 per  gun (over  92 ,500
today).

Federal Firearms Act (1938): This

act rcstrictccl thc salc and transport

oft r'r,capons and rcquirccl liccnscs firr

such. The nan'ies of any persons rvho

bought a \veapon u'ere required to be

recorded at the point ol sale.

Concealed Carry: Pcr-mits to carrv

a concealed weapon s'erc grantccl
on a case-bv-case basis by countv or

municipal authoritics. 
-I'hcy 

u'crc

au.arclcd vcr) rarcly ancl only tcr

cit izcns'of good standing'.

I
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b- State Controls: Incliviclual statc lau.s
varicd rvi ldly. Commonlv, sale of
hanclguns was proscribc:cl or restrictecl

and liccnses werc expr:nsive or dilTicult
to obtain.

First Aid
A tvpical f i rst aid kit  of ' thc dccade

coul<l contain:

'  Scveral stcr i le gauzc pads lbr

covcring n<run<ls

'  Antiscptic lot ion l i rr  burns ancl
rashcs

' A rol l  of u,aterproof 'a<lhcsivc

plastcr (f ive or tcn yar<ls)

'  Band-Aid st icking plastcrs

'  A bar of 'soap

' Stcri lc alrsorbcnt cott<>r.r

'  l lan<lagcs of various r,r ' i<l ths anrl
lcngths (usually about 1 .5" x 1 0

yar<ls)

'  Mercurochromc (nit 'knanrcrl
'monkcv bloocl '  f i rr  i ts strong rcrl
color, Mcrcurochromc is a topical
antiscptic)

'  Tincturc of Iodinc (anothcrr topical
antiscptic)

'  A r r > m a t i t  S p i r i t  o l - A m m o n i a

( ' smc l l ing  sa i ts '  in  a  l i<1u id

solut ion, used for rcviving thc
unconscious)

'  Cotton applicators or 'Cue-t ips'

'  Scissors

' Tweczers

' A handbook offirst aid instructions

Hqpnosis
Stage Hypnot ism: Hypnot ism as a
fbrm of entertainment was popular

in thc 1930s anrl scvcral hvpnotists
bccame r.r.orlcl-f  amous celclrr i t ics.

A stage hypnotist must makc thcir
audiencc \\ 'ant to bc hvpnotizc<l. 

' f i r

<lo this, they prr-:sent hr,pnotisnt as a
l lattcr ing proposit ion, using phrascs
such as 'on lv  in tc l l igen t  pcop lc
can be  hypnot izc< l  succrcss fu l l y ' .
- [ ' hey  

sc lcc t  au< l icncc  mcmbcrs

rvho appcar extrovcrtccl antl  eagt 'r .
Tht:rc is clcbatt '  about rvhcthcr stagc
hr' l tnotisr-n is a truc hvpnotic tran(c,
o r  jus t  pco l t le  

'p lay ing  a long ' .  A l l

part ics agrcc a l)( ' rson cannot bi '
rnatlc to t lo son-rcthing thcy r lon't
alrca<ly r,vant to r lo.

Thc fbl lorving arc tvpical svmpt()nrs
o l 'a  hvpnot ic '  s la te  .

'  F lu t tc r ing  cyc l i r l s

'  Watcring cvcs

' lLclaxatiorr of nrusc:l t .s

'  Scnsat ions  o f  rvar rn th  o r  r 'oo lncss

'  l ) i f l i cu l tv  sn  a l lon  ing

' Changcs in breathing ratc an<l
r lr :pth

' T\ 'vi tching ol ' l ingcrs, arms, or l t :gs

M i l t o n  E r i c k s o n :  A  p i o n t . t ' r
in hypnotherapy, iust start ing
h is  carcer  in  thc  1930s,  Mi l ton

Erickson u.as a rcmarkable man
rvith an unconventional approach to
thcrapv. Unintercstecl in the lengthy
interviews and introspection common
to psychoanalysis, his therapy was
olten extremcly brief and oficn thc

patient was unawarc it was taking

place.

Erickson developed what rvas known
as the 'hvpnotizing hanclshake', a
much hyped technique at the t ime.
He would usc revcrse psychology,
ordeals, and confusing questions as a

rcgular part of his therapr' .

Mechanical Repair:
Piston Stcam Engine: Ir .r  thc
1  930s ,  p is ton  s team cng lncs

u'crc use<l l i i r  porvering rnanv

esscnt ia l  rnach ines ,  inc lu< l ing
locornotir,e s, boats, factorics, ancl
evcn au t ( )mob i les .  A  p is ton  s tcam

eng inc  uscs  thc  expans ion  o f  s tcam

to porve r a l t iston, w'hicl ' r  mav then
r l r i r t  . r  w  h . . . ' l  , , r  t u l n  . r  .  r . r n k .  S 1 , ' l n r

cng incs  rcc lu i rc  fuc l ,  c i thc r  uoo<1,

coal, or as w'as bccoming r.nort '
comm() l l  in  thc  

' l  
930s ,  o i l .  

- fhcy

a lso  re<1u i rc  a  rcgu la r  supp ly  o f  l rcsh
rvatcr (salt  r ' r ,ater vvi l l  rrot clo) though
morc  rn< l< lc rn  cng incs  cmplover l

a con<lcttst 'r  to minimizt '  tvater

rcq u r r( ' rn ( 'n ts.

Turb inc  Stcam Eng ine :  A  s tcam

turb ine  c r rg inc  c rnp lovs  a  scr ie  s  o f '
ro to rs  tha t  a rc  < l r i v t 'n  bv  expanr l ing
s tcam.  Thc  r ( ) to rs  tu rn  a  < l r i vc  sha i t .

Usc<l n'rainlv lor porvcring largc ships
or l i rr  clcctr ici ty gt:rrcrat i<)n, stcam
turb incs  arc  a  h igh ly  c l f  i c ' i cn t  bu t
cxpcns ivc  $  av  to  p ro i lucc  l toue r
f rom s tcarn .

In te rna l  Combust ion  Eng ine :
By  thc  19 j0s ,  in tc rna l  conrbus t ion

tcchnologv vvas u'cl l  clcvclopc<l.

Both <l i t 'scl ancl pctrol engincs u'crc
comm()n  fo r  < l r i v ing  au t<>rnob i lcs ,

aircralt ,  an<l machincr,r ' .

Automobilcs: Auton-robi Ics lvurcr
inc reas ing ly  cor r rmon in  thc  1910s,
especial lv in cit ies. Cars l i rr  thc
f irst t ime l>egan to rcscmblc r-norlern
cars, w.i th intcgrated fcn<lcrs ancl a
rcar trunk. Olclcr cars startccl l l ' i th
a crank at thc I'ront but most morlcrn

cars harl  a kev ignit ion. Most of
the mechanical technologv f irund in
motlcrn cars had becn inlcntcd bl thc
1  930s .

Piloting
The 1930s saw the der.elopmcnt of
much morc sophisticated navigation

J
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c-cluipment lor boats and aircraft.

Abilitq Focus: Navigntion
Equipment
Radiobcacons: First int locluced

to  the  US in  the  1930s,  rad iobeacons

aicl coastal nar. igation bv crnit t ing a
rcgular and rel iablc racl io signal tbat

can bc receivecl bv instrumcntation

a l ,o r rd  . r  sh iP .  A  I . . , ,1 i . ,1 , ,  . r ,  . ,n  r r . t  c i r  c r

rccci'l.cs a strongcr signal r'vhcn

placctl  at 90 clc-qrc-es to thc sourcc
of thc signal, al lorving thc pi lot to
rlctcrminc t l ' rer cl irect ion ot thc sourcc
In an r:mcrgcncy, a chcap radi<> sct
antl  a commcrcial ra<l io stat ion can bc

horlc<l in on in exactlv thc samc rvay.

Dcpth  Sound ing :  Wi th  < lc ta i l c r l

topographic rnaps o1'ther sca I ' loor, a
nava l  p i lo t  can  < lc tc r rminc  loca t i<>n

by r lerpth soun<ling. J'ravcl ir .rg in

a  s t ra iqh t  l inc  anc l  tak ing  < lcp th

mcasurcmcnts  a t  rcgu la r  in tc rva ls ,

thc pi lot can r lrar,v a scrics of

c ( )n t ( )u r  l incs  o f  thc  loca l  sca  f loor .
( ) r ' c r lav ing  thcsc  on  to l )ograph ic

nraps <>1't l ' rc arca an<l looking f irr

nratchcs can <lctcrminc location vr:ry

prcciscly, r lcpcnrl ing on thc accuracry

o1't l-re cl ' rarts.

Alt imctcr: Aircraft alt imctcrs u'crc
ir-r cornnron use in thc 1930s, though

tl'rc1, tvcre not as st:nsitivc as thcr
oncs usccl toclay. Most usccl a simple

J l r (  r ( ) i ( l  l r . r r o m c l c r  t o  m I a s u r c  l i t '

prcssure and coulcl not bc acl justed

for local variat ions in air pressure.

Att i tude Indicator: Thc'art i l lc ial

horizon' that shows an aircralt 's

relatir.e angle to thc ground lr.as ljrst

invented in thc late 1920s. Uti l iz ing

gyroscope tcchnology, the invention

signi l icantlv improved the abi l i tv of

pi lots to f ly in poor visibi l i ty.

Control Towers: Aircralrt control

towers were not common on airfields

of the 1930s. Only a couplc of dozen

a i r f i c lds  in  the  USA had thcm , rnd

thcv wcre mostlv aclvisorv in thcir
ro lc .

Psqchoanalgsis
Psychoanalysis is a thcrapeutic

terchniquc that rvas clevekrpcd Lrv

Sigrnuncl Frcud in the late ninctccnth

ccntury. Frcud's thc'ories lvere

inmcnsclv inl lucntial u;ron Europcan

thcrrapcuticr practicc ancl bv thc 19]0s

tl'rcy r,vcrc lamiliar to m()st Amcrican

practi t ioncrs as u,t ' l l .

Thcr un<L:r lyinp principlcs o1' Frcui l 's

thcorics an<l of l 'svchoanalvsis in

gcncral rvcrc: o1' thc'[<l '  or inst inct ivt:

unconscious n'r in<I, thr: 'Supcrcgo' or

rr-roral izing cri t ical nrin<1, antl  t l -rcr 'Ego'

or c:onscious rnirr<1. Tl-rcr Ego acts as

a rnccl iator bctr 'vccn thc i<l arr<l t l ' rcr

sLl l)cr cgo anrl crn<lt 'ar 'ors t() cnsLtrc)

t l iat thc I<l antl  thr: Supcrcgo al ikc havc

tht: ir  ncc<ls satisf icr l .  l )sychoanalvsis is

t l ' rc practicc'  ol <l iscovt 'r ing rcprersse r l

fecl ings anrl mcrnorics (r-rsual ly

ch i l< lhoo< l  mcnror ics ) ,  rvh ich  hav t :  an

c:f}cct on tht:  Egr>, cvc:n lvhcn thcy arc
hi<l<lr:r ' r  frorn thc c'onscious min<1.

Abilitq Focus: Techniques of
Psgchoanalqsis
Free Associat ion: Thc paticnt is

cncouragcrl to talk f i t :cly and opcnlv,
rcvcal ing al l  thoughts an<l I 'ccl ings. The:

1-rsychoanalyst asks pointcrl  clucstiorrs
dircctcd at cnal>l ing thc paticnt
to rclatc or rercl iscor,cr chi ldhoorl
mcmor ics ,  cspcc ia lh  scxua l  mcmor ics ,

lvhich w'erc sccn as an irnportant causc

ol aclult  ncurosis.

Dream Analysis: Freucl san clreams

as disguisetl rvish lulfillrr-rent, times

r,vhen the Ego and Id r.vcre unl.ettercd
bv the Supercgo. f'svchoanalysts

oftcn diagnosed the underlving causcrs

ofncurosis and deprcssion lrorn the

contents of a patient's clrcams.

Hypnosis: In a game whcrc thc
Kecpcr fcels that use of the Hvpnosis

ah i l i t r  i s  in . rppropr ia tc  t '  th t .  th t .mc,

therapeutic hvpnosis mav still bc

allorvecl under thc Psr,choanalysis

. r h i l i t v .  l r r  t h i s  t . . r p . r , i t r .  h l p n o : i s  i s

the practicc ol putting tl're patient
into an cxtremely relaxed, suggestiblc

statc, prior to anothcr psychoanalytic
technique such as fret:  associat ion.

Ridinq
Abilitq Focus: Horse Behavior
I lorscs signal much o1-thcir rnootl

u' i th thcir cars. 
' l 'hev 

can sr 'vivel

in t l cp t 'n r l t  n th  :  . r  l r , , r . , '  ;1 . r1  inq

attcntion to i ts r iclcr lvi l l  kccp onc car

pointccl l>ackrvarr ls. Ears l lattcncrl

l>ack in<l icratc- angcr an<l a pr>tr:nt ial
to ki( 'k, u,hi lc r:ars pcrrkc<l f i rr ,uvar.t ls

shorv l i icn<l l incss an<l curiosity. A

wary horsc slvivcls i ts cars constantlv.

[ ' Iorsr:s also crxprcss lvi th thcir tai ls,

tuc:king t l ' rcir  tai ls bct lr ,ccn thcir lcgs
jus t  l i ke  a  < log  rvhcn scarc<I .

FIorsc r ir lcrs shoukl bt:  lvary o1'

t l ' rr :  f i r l lolr ' in{ thrcc things rvhcn

approar:hing or r ir l ing a horsc.

Kicking: Horscs havc a por,vr:rfr .r l
l<ic:k an<l r i<lcrs arc rvarnc<l ncvcr to

approacl.r a horsc l iom l>chin<l l i rr  this
rcason.  Horscs  can k ick  p lav fu l l v  in

passir-rg, or in cxcitcr-ncnt lvht:n f irst

rclcascrl  into a nclv f l t : l<1. Horscs

also kick out of l 'car, much l ikc a dog

bit ing. Thcv' l l  usual lv cock a lcg f irst

in u'arning.

Bucking: Bucking, lvhcrer thc horsc

fl icks out i ts back lcgs, can olten

cl islodgc a r icler. I t 's frequentlv thc

r c r u l l  o l - c x ,  i l c r n c n l  ( ) r  t ( n s i ( ) n  i r r

thc horsc, or sometimes a del iberate

J t t (  mpt  fo  uns( 'J l  th r  r i , le r - .  Lc t l  inq

thc horsc blor.r' off some steam belbre

riding it can prevent bucking. While

riding, keeping a horse moving at
r p c c r l  t  r n  l ) r ( ' \  ( ' n t  I t u ,  k i n g ,  s i n t  r '  t h r '

horsc must slorv dor'vn to buck.

Bolting: Ilorses can takc ofl u.ithout

control u'hen startlecl or excitecl,

cantering or even galloping u'ithout

I

36

I



JTRAIL t)F CTHULHU
$eneral Abilities

responding to the rider's signals.

Smart horses may bolt to try to unseat

a rider. Inexperienced riders will

often panic when a horse bolts. More

experienced riders can stay on the

horse and eventually bring it under

control.

Scuffling
No formal training is required

to become proficient at scuffling.

However, in the 1930s there were

several martial arts popular in the

United States, some of which are

unfamiliar today.

Savate: 'French Boxing', as it is

sometimes known, was a popular (if

not widelv known) martial art in the

1930s. Irrcorporating kicking and

open handed slaps as well as stick-

fighting, savate was developed from

French street-{ighting techniques and

is quite dangerous.

Bartitsu: Obscure even in its own
time, Bartitsu was a martial art
adapted and devised by the Englishman
Edward Barton-Wright after a visit
to Japan. Incorporating traditional
boxing as well as more exotic judo
techniques, a major feature of the
style was the use of a walking stick
or umbrella for self-defense. By the
1930s, formal training in the art had
died out, but older British gentlemen
might be trained. Sherlock Holmes
was supposedly a master of this art.

Boxing:'Queensbury Rules' were
the formal rules of boxing adopted
in 1867 and current in the 1930s, so
named because they were endorsed by
the Marquess of Queensbury. These
rules of boxing influenced'civilized'
fighting to the extent that blows below
the belt, striking a fallen opponent,
and grappling were considered bad
sport even outside the ring.

Stealth
As well as the physical skill of moving
without making noise, there are many
techniques and tricks to successful
stealthy movement. Career criminals,
experienced hunters, or people
with military training would be well
familiar with the following tricks.

' Binding together metal equipment
to prevent rattling.

. Blacking (with boot polish) shiny
metal equipment

. Wearing fitting clothes to prevent
rustling

' Using cover and concealment

' Walking near walls to prevent
floorboards creaking
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0 c cup ations

Alienist
l 'he Al icnist is st i l l  in a pior.rccring
l l t : l< l  in  thc  1910s,  u ,hcn  mcnta l  i l l ncss

uas poorlv utrr lersto<><l ancl f i -cqr.rcntlv

st ignratizcrl .  l lelou'arc somc of thc

tcc'hniqucs an<l practiccs avai lablc to a

psvc  ho log ica l  ' cxpcr t '  o1 ' thc  t i rnc .

Involuntary Commitment: Ir .r

the  19 l0s ,  th t '  lau 's  f i> r  inx r lun tan '

cor.r.rr.nitmcnt rvcrc start l inglv lax.

T'hough thcrt:  wcrc sornc lcgal

rc<luircrncnts tor con-rrr-r i t t ing a l)at icnt
to a mcntal inst i tut ion against thcir

r ' r ' i l l ,  f i rr  thc nrost part thc r 'r ,or<l of 'an

e xl)( ' r t  in thc f icld r 'r '<>ul<l bc cn.,u-qh,

espccial l f  i f ' thc paticnl r ' r 'as ol lor 'r '

sot ial  stan<ling or unablc'  to spcak l i rr

t l ' rcnrse lvcs. An1' kin<l o1' 'alrt ' rrant '

soc ia lbchav i<>r  rvh ich inc luc lc r l

honrosexual i tv, racl ic 'al  ;rol i t ical vic:r ' r 's,

o r  lo r  u<rmcn,  fa i l ing  to  pcr f i r r rn
houst 'u,ork <lut ics - coul i l  bc grounrls

t irr  inr 'oluntarv comrri trncnt.

Lobotomy:  P ionecrc r l  in  1935,

l<>botomy (c'arr icd out ci thcr by

thc injcct ion of alcohol into thc

f i 'ontal lobc or l>r ' thc cutt ing ol '

ncural conncctions) r, l ,as a poltular
trcatnlcnt am()ng a nrinori tv ol

me<lical prof 'cssionals. Though thc

practice didn't  rcal ly scc: mainstrcam

acceptance unti l  the 1 940s, i t  s as

consi<lercrl  cutt ing c<lgc scie-nce f irr

thc  1  930s .

Forensic Psychology: Sti l l  almost

unhearcl of in thc 1930s, Forc-nsic

Itslchologr uould not see mainstream

acccptance until aftcr the u.ar.

Psychologists lvere sometimes called

as L'xpert n'itncsses in trials to attest

to the suspect's mental state, or to

assess the reliabilitv of'a witness's

rccal l  of 'evo-rts. In a I)ulp gamc, the

Kccpcr might allo'rr, rnorc a<lr'anccd

firrcnsic psvchologv tcchniqucs such as
'cr in.r irral 

prol i l ing',  though thc largc

bo<lv of pri<ir cascs that such rvork

rc l i cs  upon uou lc l  no t  bc  ava i lab lc  in

thcr  1910s .

Antiquarian
No onc was gctt ing r icl ' r  trorn

ant iqu i t i cs  in  thc  1930s.  A  vcrv  l l ' u '

spt 'ctacular l inr ls may l-ralc grabbcrl
hcarl l incs but l i rr  thc r-nost l tart thc

anticluariarr busir.rcss r,r 'as r:on<luctc<l for

the  lovc  o1 'o l< l  th ings .

Antiquarian Societ ics: Anticluarian

socit ' t i t 's havt '  t 'x istr:<l alrnost as long

as anti<luarians thcrnsclvcs. Thcsc

soc' ict ics oftcn kccp thcir olvn

col lcc' t ions, as rvcl l  as c'onncctir .rg

anti<prarians with cach olhcr.

Anti<lr,rarians f i-cr lucntl l '  havc an

art 'a o1'spccial cxpt:rt isc or intcrcst

an<l knor,r. ' i rrg thc r ight pcrson in thc

socictv can be an imlx)rtant s()ur( 'c

ol '  i r-r lorrnatior-r.  In Arnt 'r ica, tht '

Amcrican Antir;uarian Society keclts an

cxtcnsivc I ibrarv of 'ol<l tcxts publ isl-rccl
in the Llni lcr l  Statcs.

Crooked Practiccs: As much as

the antiquarian busincss vl 'as bui l t  on

enthusiasm an<l sharcrl  knowlc<lgc,

thert '  rrerc a host of corrupt practiccs
colnlron to thc industr-v. Tht:sc only

becarnc morc comm()n with thc

f inancial hardships o1' thc L)eprcssion.

Fakcs, misreprcsentations, anrl

ovcrpricing aboundcd. Many

antiquarians pridccl thcrnsclvcs on

buying rare itcms for low prices from

people u'ho di<ln' t  know thcir- worth.

Oftcn, i f  the cxact pccl igree of an i tcm

u'erc unknou'n, it lr'ould be labt:led

u'ith a speculative description a

possiblc truth.

Old and Rare Books: Books arc

oftcn purchasr:<l in lots, lrom l ibrarics

t  u l l inq  ( ' x (  ( ' ss  t ( ) rncs  or  l ionr  t ' s ta t t '

sales. Valut- r lcpcnds hcar, i lv on

con<li t ion l i rr  al l  but thc most rarc

books. First erl i t ions, signed copics,

an<l rnisprints arc thc most sought

aftcr books, as wcl l  as anything

part icularlv ol<l and harrl  to f in<I.

Verq rare books
'  Gutcnbcrg Biblc: ' l 'he f lrst book

cvt 'r  printcrl .  Evcn singlc pagcs arc

incrcdibly valuablt: .

' Shakespcare's Complete Works:

l i i r s t  cc l i t ion  pub l i shc< l  in  162 l ,

r ' r 'orth hunrlrc<ls of '  thousan<ls

(mi l l ions  to< lay) .

' Poc's Tamcrlanez l)uc tcr

thc  a r r - rb iguous  by- l inc , 'By  a

l3ostonian',  thc f lrst cdit ion of ' this

p<>crn is rarc anrl  har<l to f inr l .  I t 's

rvorth thousands (tcns ol thousands

to<lay).

'  Birds of America: This book

of i l lustrat ions bv John Jamcs
Au<lubon is uorth hundreds

ol ' t l ' rousan<ls of clol lars. I t  vvas

Jrr-rbl ishccl in 1840.

Archaeoloqist
Nevr" tcchnologv, incrcasinglv

acccssible transport,  an<l heightcncd

intcrcst in ancicnt culturcs mcant that

the 1930s hacl morc archacolo-qical cl ig

sites than an1,prcvious r lccade. Bclow

are sorre techniclues and theorics

popular at the t ime .

Sequcnce Dating: I)cvcloped bv

Egyptologist Fl indcrs l)ctr ic, 'Sequence

.:

-,.:
I
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I)at ing' \ \ 'as a systcm of 'comparative

rlating lor cstablishing thc c'hronologr'

of a sitc. l ly comparing tren<ls in

art ist ic stvlcs, such as thc devclopment

of 'potterv jug hancl lcs, the relat ive agcs

ol 'areas an<l lavers o1'a site could bc

<lctermir-rt '<1.

Grammatology: Inspirerl  bl tht:

r l iscovery ol '  the Rosctta Stonc in 1 8 2 2 ,
a rchaeo log is ts  ha<1,  [ rv  thc  I9 ]0s ,  a

long l ist ot ' tcchniclucs f or dcciphcring

ancicnt scripts. Many olt thc r lost

anc  icn t  rv r i t ing  svs tc l l rs ,  inc lu< l ing

cunci l i rrn'r,  Egvptian hicroglr 'plrs,

Ltruscan, an<l Ancicnt Greck, r l ,crc at

It :ast part ial lv un<lerstoo<I.

Diffusionism: A popular hist<>rical

l l r r ' , r r v  i n  t h t  l 9 l 0 s ,  r l i l l u s i r , r r i s n r  u r s

thc bcl icf that al l  cr-r l turc originatccl

lrorn onc ()r a vcrlr  snral l  nunrbcr of '

gcograph ic  loca t i r>ns ,  o r ' c r :n tc rs  <> l

cu l tu rc ' .  Ra< l ica l  < l i f l i r s ion is ts  bc l i cvcr l

tha t  a l l  ' c i v i l i zc r l ' c r , r l tu rc  cou l< l  b t '

trat:ccl to a singlc sourcc, probir l>ly
somcu'hcrc in ancicnt Mc:soPotarr ia.

Artist
Ar t  in  thc  1930s was incrcas ing ly

po l i t i c i ze< l  an< l  a r tuorks  o f ' thc  pc . r ioc l
are ol icn olr:r t l \ '  pol i t ical cxltosit ions

ol thc harr lships anrl povcrtv caust:<l by

thc Great I) t 'pression. Art ists of thc

<lccade strugglt:d u i th povcrt l  as n'rucl-r

as cveryonc c: lse an<l t ' r 'cn rvcl l  knorvn

art ists f trun<l bu-vers haxl to cornt 'bv.

Fedcral Music Projcct: [ ' rovir l ing

lirnrling firr rnusicians hit hard bv thc

[)t 'prcssion, thc Federal Music l)roject

\\ 'as a part of ' the 'Ncvv l)eai '  cconornic
rcforms of ' thc decadc. Thousan<ls of

conccrts, hunclrecls o1' music classcs,

thirtt'-lbur orchestras ancl largc

amounts of' rcscarch u'crc fund.,.l

l rv the projcct. Classical and Folk

r.r-rusic rvcrc tl-re main beneficiaries of

this lunding, but popular and'cthnic'

rnusic u.as also promoted.

Fcderal Art Project: The Fine

Arts companion to the Fecleral Music

l)rograrn, the Fe<lcral Art I)r<i ject

funrlcr l  strug-ql ing art ists to creatc

postcrs, r 'nurals arrr l  paint inqs, mostly

lb r  pub l i c  bu i l i l i ngs .  Exh ib i t ions ,

rcsc;rrc h, ancl tcaching uert '  also

fun<lc<l bv thc prr>jcct, an<l son'rc o1'thc

countrv's most signif icant norks o1'

p u l r l i t  , r r t  \ \ (  r ( ' l ) r ' ( ) ( l u ( (  ( . .

Author
Autl 'u>rs ol the I9 30s pro<luc'ccl sourt '

I ' r i s to r ic  r r 'o rks  r> l  l i c t ion ,  anr l  a ls<r

sornc t ' rnincntlv l i rrgcttable trash.

Thcv spannctl  a rangc f i-onr rt 'spcc'te<l

intcrrr.rt ior-ral f igure s, such .rs Erncsl

Hcrnirrgr 'r 'av an<l Johr-r 51e inlrcck, to

lou,lv arrr l  oft t ' rr  r t ' r , ik:t l  PulP rvri tcrs.

Thc  Pu l l l s :  I ' u lp  n r . rq . i z i r r (  \  \ \ (  l ' ( '

a conrn()n sottrct '  ol  inr 'ott t t '  l i rr
' |  
9 l0s  ru thors ,  l ro th  succ t ' ss lu l  an< l

o th t ' rn  i se  .  l - i t l cs  such as  'A t l vc 'n tu rc ' ,

' A r n a z i n g  S t o r i c s ' , ' O r i c n t r l  S t o r i c s ' ,
'Unknor'r 'n ' ,  an<l pt 'r l -ra1;s t lr t '  best

knon n , 'Wc i r< l ' la lcs ' ,  p r t> rn is t '< l  th t ' i r

rca< le rs  lu r i t l  s to r i t ' s  an< l  t ' xo t i c '  th r i l l s .

Covt 'r  art rvas .rn irrrportant lacet ol

thc l>usincss, so nruch so th.rt  ol icrr

autlrors n t ' r t :  t 'or r r  rrr issiont '<l to r ' r ,r i tc

matcrial to rnatt 'h . l  covcr, rathcr than

thc  o th t ' r  wat  a rour t<1 .  I ' t r lp  rnagaz in t ' s

oftt 'n pai<l far bclr>w t l ' r t :  r i i lcs of '

tradit ional publ ishcrs but r 'vt ' rc rvi l l ing

to a( '(cl)t  largc rrrounts oI nratcrial,

sor.nct ir .ut 's cvcn pul>l ishing t lrc sarnc

l t r thor  t r r r t l r r  \ ( ' \ ( ' r . r l , l i l l t ' r ' t ' r r1  nam. 's

in  a  s in r t l l  maq lz i t t r ' .

Corrcspondcncc: Evcn lx ' lore

the Intcrnct, manv authors

maintair-rcd regular and rolurninous

corrcsponclencc rvith onc anothcr.

Like-minded autlrors, evcn th<>sc:

vyho ha<l never met in person, oftcn

exchangcd ideas and criticism by

mail .  Authors of thc 1930s would

likcly have a circlc of'liicncls rvith

u'horn thcy corrcspond regulariv, and

on whom they could drar'r' for advicer

ancl expcrtise. Such contacts rnight

be morc understanding of bizarre and

unbcl icvablc talcs told in lcttcrs.

Clergg
Thc' roles, rt 'sponsi l>i l i t ics, anrl

rncthocls ol '  clcrgv van, t 'norm<>usl\ '

<lcpcncl ing on l i i th. A Christ ian pricst
I-ras an cntirclr r l i f - fercnt jr ib h'onr a

voo<loo prac't i t ioner an<l <l i f ' fert 'nt

ag.r in l i -orl  a Muslin-r cle r ir ' .  Bt ' lorr '  .rrc

r l t 'sc'r ipt ior"rs ol '  t l ' rc rolt '  oI '  clerqv in

t lrrcc rnajor lhi ths of thc LInitc<l Sti i tcs.

Cathol ic: C.rthol ic '  I)r i t 'sts arc

c'att 'gorizc<l as ' i l ioccsan' or ' rcl igious' .

l ) iot csan pri t 'sts scrvt '  a r l ioccst ' ,  .r

t  hur<  h  a< ln r in is t ra t ion  rcg ion .  
- l  

h t ' r '

r>l i t 'n n'ork in parisht 's, r t ' l igious

s ,  I t o o l s ,  o t '  o t l t t ' t '  i n s t i t t t t i o t t s .

[ ) ioc t ' san  pr i t ' s ts  tak t ' . r  vou  o l ' cc l ib . rcv

an< l  r>bc ' r l i t ' n t  t ' .

'  l { t ' l i g ious '  p r ics ts ,  usu . r l l l  n rc rn l r t ' r s

o I  r t ' l i g ious  <>r ' r l t ' r s ,  s t rc  h  . rs  Jcsu i ts ,
I)ott t inic 'arrs, t>r I ' l rancist arts, takc ir

rou  o f  l ) ( ) \ ' ( ' r t v  in  a< l< l i t ion  to  th t ' i r

r 'ou s ol ccI ib.rcr '  .rn<l obc<licrrct ' .
' l ' h t ' y  

< lonatc  a l l  thc i r  i l r conrc  to

t l t t  i r  r r ' l i g io t rs  ,  t1 '111 1 ' .  l  l t r ' r t  Pr ics l *
ol i t ' r t  scrr c as tt . t ission.rr i t 's anrl

t t ' . r c  h t ' rs ,  u  h i l t '  o t l - rc rs  I i v t '  scc lu r l t ' r I  in

l I  (  ) l t  i l s tc r  t  ( ' s .

Jcwish :  Jcu  ish  c lc rq r ' ,  I {abb is ,  sc r \ ( '  a

r,r, i<lt '  varictv ol Jcrvish t otrgrcgirt i<>ns.

l { , r l r l r i s  , r r r '  n  spons i l r l , '  l i , r '  p r r ' s t  l r  i r rg

thc sul>stanct '  oI 'Jcu ish r lorsl ' r i1r,

t l ' r<>uglr that can varv grc.rt ly bt ' tr ' r"t ' t ' rr

conqrcgations. Somt' l { .rbbis .rrt '

rct luircr l  to s1;t 'ak anrl  pcrl i rrnr
ct'rct.t-tot-tics in Ilcbrcu. ll.rbbis

havc much gr( 'at( ' r  in<lcpcnclcncc in

rcl igious cxprcssion than clcrqv l i -onr

othcr taiths, t luc to the irbscnce ol a

fbrmal rcl igious I ' r icrarc'hv. 
- l 'hcv 

arc

rcsponsiblc to the boar<l of trustct 's of

thc congrcgation thcv st 'rvt ' .  Ral>bis

frorn largc c:ongregations oftcn

havc assistant Rabbis l i rr  hclp rvit l i

athnir-ristrative <luties.

Protestant: '  l )rotestant '  cor.ers

a hugc r"arietv of rel igious

denorninations, including Anglicanism,

Baptism, Calvinism, Puritanism,

I
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Presbyterianism, Lutheranism, and a

host of others. Protestant ministers

lead their congregation in worship

and administer to the needs of their

church. Most services include Bible

readings, testimonials, and sermons.

In addition, Protestant clergy serve

at rveddings, iunerals, and other

ceremonies.

The exact duties of the minister vary

clepending on thc dcnomination.

Somc arc movccl bctween pastorates
cvcry lew years. Some protestant
ministcrs havc a high dcgrcc of

autonomy, whilc othcrs arc rcsponsiblc

to church hicrarchv.

Criminal
The 1930s havc been dcscribcd as a
' lawless' <1ccarlc. Prohibit ion had

led to the substantial growth of

organized crime. Even after i ts cnd,

criminal gangs maintaincd a hold on

thc nation. Such gangs, oftcn with

colclrful names, continuccl to deai in

black markct goods such as heroin ancl

cocainc. Some membcrs of immigrant

communities, short of work during

the Great Depression, turned to crimc

to get by. Gangs were otten alliliated

along ethnic lines. Irish, Polish, and

Mcxican gangs operatecl in places
whcrc those populations existed and

of coursc the notorious Mafia was ever

prcrsent.

Gambling: Gambling in almost cvery

fbrm was illegal in nearly every state

at the start of the 1930s but economic

pressure from the Depression forced

many states to legalize some fbrms

of gambling, such as lotteries and

bingo, as fund raisers lbr charitable

organizations. Criminai gangs
opera ted  secre t  cas inos  in  many major

cities, often in private locations or in

ofl'shorc boats. Horse race betting was

legalized in 1933, with strict oversight.

Illegal bookies and betting agents

sprung up simultaneously.

Traffi cking: The sophisticated

smuggling networks built during the

prohibition era \\rere quickly turnccl

to the traflicking of other illegal goods
oncc prohibit ion cndcd in 1 933.

Marijuana was su.iftly becoming illegal

in every state and organized crime

was quick to transport it lrom those

few places where it remained legal.

Heroin, produccd mostly in China,

was smuggled only by the largest and

most well established gangs.

Organizcd criminals smuggled people
as well as drugs. 'White Slavery', as it

was known, involved thc procurement

of impoverished European (often

Jcwish) womcn lbr enfbrccd

prostitution ovcrscas. Bucnos Arcs

lr,'as the international capital of this

practice, but it reached all over thc

world.

Labor Racketeering: The

1930s saw large scale industrial

disputes betr,veen Unions, whose

members 'w'ere feeling the pinch of

unemployment, poor wages, and

dangerous working conditions, and

employers, hit hard by failing rvorld

markets. Organized crime worked

::l
I
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both siclcs ofthesc cl isputcs, act ing

, rs  s t r i k t . l l r t . . i k t . r .  I i , r  lhc  (  ( )n l l )Jn i ( ' s .

as r.r'ell as cxtortit-tg ar-rtl intilniclating

corporate of l lcials. In al l  cascs thc

price uas continut 'd inrrr lvetncnt s' i t l - t

th t  t r i r r r ina l  q rnq .  M. r tn  (  ( )ml ) i ln i ( ' \

an<l Unions l i runcl thcrnsclvcs

opcrating as a l i -ont lor cr imitral

organizatiotrs.

Dilettante
Frcc tirnc arr<l moner',' Inakcs

L) i l t t l , r t t t :  t l t ,  p t ' r ' tn i t  t ' t  t  o t t l to iss t ' t l t - s

ol the <lcca<lc's cntt:r tainlt ' tcrn1. l lc lolr

, l r (  : ( , I i l (  l l , r l l t r la r '  , r t i t l  ,  x ; l .  r l s i r , '

cn tc r ta inmt 'n ts  o l ' thc  I  9 lOs.

Horsc Racing: l : ivcr popular, thc'

p rc r l i c ta l> i l i t v  o f 'bascba l l  an< l  1hc

sce <lv si<lc of boxing Inai l t '  l i rr  a st lrg( '

in horse racing as thc ct ' t t t ' r tai trntct ' t t

of ' thc uppcr c' l .rsst 's in Anrt 'r ica. 
' l  

l ' rc

I t g , r l i z . r l i , r n  o l ' r ' J t t  l r t  t t i r r g  i t t  t n r t t r '

stat( 's a resp()ns( '  t<> t l t t :  l )c;trcssiorr

, , r r l r  i r t t  t i , t s u r I  i t s  ; r , , p t r l . r r i l r .

Boxing: Thc [)cprcssion hit  boxing

har<1,  l v i th  rnanv  boxcrs  < lc 'c l in ing  the

Iow,t'r pr.rrst's otlcrc<l in tl'rt' clt't'a<lt'.

Ganrbl ing uas a nrajor part of l>c>xir-tg

. r r r t l  u  i t l r  q , r r r r l l l i r r g  t J n t t  t . t - r ' t t ; l 1 i ' r t .

I ' rolcssion.r l  f iglrts s'cre usr,ral l l  lair  bLrt

srnal lcr amatcl lr  f  ights rvcrc <lornitratt '<l

bv organizccl cr imt' .

Yacht ing : ' fhc  1910s sarv  sontc  o t

thc largcst racing lachts of 'al l  t ime .
' J -C lass 'Yachts  up  to  87  lcc t  long

conrpctt ' r l  in thc Arncrica's Cup, the

prt 'rnicrer vachting cvcrrt.  I ' lcasunr

boating n'as a rclat ivelv rt :r 'cnt

<lcvclopmt'nt.  Unti l  thc tu'entiet l- t

centLlr\', alrrost all boats s,crc usctl fcrr

urrrk or racing. Luxurv vachts rvcrc

ran: an<l u'crc usually rnodifie<l racing

or shipping boats.

Parties: Lavish parties, n'hether ir.r

t lancc hal ls, private homes, or aboard

a luxurv stcramcr, werc as popular

as c\,er among the wcalthy classes.

Popular drinks aller prohibition ended

rvere the 'Gin Fizz' (a frothv mix of

cgg w'hitcs ancl gin) an<l ti.re Daiquiri

(popularizetl  bv Earnest Hcrningr'vav).

l lef irre the cncl o1'prohibit ion, popular

<lr inks inclu<le<l anvthing vott coul<l

rrct.

Doctor
l )octor-s in the 19J0s havc uni<1ue

rclat ionships to t lrau upon an<l acccss

t() s()mc unusual ecluipnrcnt. T' l ' rel

rnight havc ar.n of thc l i r l lon-ing
('(  )n1acts.

War Br,rcldics: Man) <l<>ctors l i -orn

thc  1910s lcarncr l  thc i r  t ra< lc '  as  Armt '

nrc<l ics in thc ( ircat War. As sr-tc h, tht 'r '

w'oul<l lx '  ablc to <lt ' i ru, upotr niau' of

thc sanrt '  mil i tarv c()ntacts rs a vct( 'rart.

Sturlcnts an(l  Mcntors: Evt 'n

thosr '  <krc to rs  r l  ho  r l i< l r r ' t  go  to  th t '

rr  ar s oul<l havt '  .r  n t 'al th of 'corrtat ' ts.

Most  r lo t ' to rs  < lu r i r rg  thc  < l t ' r ' a< lc  r l i r ln ' t

attcn<l a rncrl ical sc l tool but rat l tcr

I t 'arnc<l l i -<lnr a singlt :  nl( 'nt()r,  a' l -nastcr

. rn< l  . rpprcn t ic  c '  rc la t ionsh ip . ' l ' hcsc

nrcn t ( ) rs  an< l  s t r r< lcn ts  wr> t t l< l  o l i cn  s tav

in  c<>ntac t  f i r r  thc i r  t ' n t i rc  carc t ' rs .

Paticnts: Most <lot ' t<>rs harl  a r ' losc

r l l a l i , , r r s l r i l l  r r  i t l r  t l r t  (  ( ) r ' n l l l u n i t i (  s  i n

n hit  h thc-v rrorkc<I, char-qin{ thcir

paticnts lrr,  thcir abi l i t l  to pirr ' .  An

cxpcricnc'e<l t loctor r ' r ,oult l  havc a largc'

rrurnbcr of pcoplc in his or l ' rcr t lelrt .

Doctor 's Bag

A tvpical doctor 's bag of thc dt 'ca<le

r 'r ,oul<l contain a cornucr?ia of '

implcrncnts an<l r lrugs. Things a

<loctr>r coukl rcasonably be assumc<l

to br: carrving in his or hcr bag include

the lirllorving.

Implements: Chrome rnouth gag,

rcd rubbcr bulb s1'ringe, a hcacllamp

u,ith a battery-operate<l po\\'er-

pack, spare buibs, ncedle probes,

marking penci l ,  dental mirrors, glass

magnifying lens, tonguc deprcssors,

car specula, eycl id speculum, chrome

diagnostic handle , instruction manuals

f irrrarious picccs of equipmcnt, razor

shar.crs, tweczcr-tvPt: utcri I-ttr cl i lat< >r,

r , r l l s  o I  b . rn , l . rgc  n ra lc r i , t l ,  s t t r r l l  t r , , .  r r ,

ear sl)()on, scissors, hemostats c'urvccl

ancl straight, l>inaural stcthoscopc,

stcel saf 'ctr '  pins, circ'umcision suturcs,

gauzc an<l mcrl icine <lroppcrs.

Mcc l i c ine :  Arnpou lcs  o1 'o  ipa l  (a

short tcrn'r scdati le) an<l uater, l>ott lcs

ol '  thr 'ptol ( f i rr  srrrms), hr 'podcrrnit

anrpouk' of t lctacainc (an acstht ' t ic),

Clasc'ara r 'ompouncl (Iaxativc:),  cpragcn

capsu lcs  (ana lgcs ic ) ,  su l lan i la rn i< lc

an<l sulf  athiazolc (u cak anti  - l>at ' tcr i .r l

ag('r'lts).

Hobo
l 'hc: 1910s w('rc a hobo's clcta<lt ' .  l  l ' rc

l) t 'prt 'ssion l i rrccrl  i t incrant laborcrs

across thr '  c()untrv in scarch o1'rr<>rk.
' l ' r-ave 

l ing bl l ixrt  or hitching a r i<lc on

rai l  cars, ir  culturt '  ol 'hobos those

- 
::],l;::,.,.:lhe 

itincranr lirr' ltrll tin':c

Hobo Slang
.  l l . r r r jo  . r  p . r l l l r l t ' l i ' r ing  p . r r t .

'  Barnac' lc- a l)crson w'ho st ic 'ks to a

singlc j<;b an<l loc'at iotr.

'  Bonc l 'ol isht 'r  .r  t lcan <log.

'  Cal i f i rrnia Blankct nc\ ' !  spal)crrs.

'  Catch thc Wt'st l . lor-rnrl  -  to cl ic.

'  F lop  a  p lace  to  s lccp .

' 
Jtrnglc a place r,r'ht:rc hobos

gathcr.

' 
Jungle Buzzar<l a hobo that prcvs

on othcr hobos.

' Stcmrning - bcgging.

' Tokay blanket drinking alcohol to

StaV warm.

Riding the Rails: 'Riding the Rails ' ,

the tcrm for catching a free lift on

4l
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a lreight train, rvas a clangerous but
economical u.'av lor hobos to travcl
throughout America. The cornmon

practicc u,as to hidc ncar the tracks
outsicle the rail yarcl ancl to run

alongside thc train as i t  gatherecl spccd
outsicle thc stat ion. Br:si<lcs the clangcr
ol injurv lrom lal l ing unrlcr trains,
u'hich rvas comlron, tht:  rai lroad

corlrpanics hirr:r l '  l lul ls '  (pri i  atc
sccuritv) to kccp off frccloaders. Thc
I{ai lroarl  l lul ls r,r 'crc knolr 'n l i rr  thcir
violcncc r 'r ' i t l ' r  thosc thcv caught.

Journalist
Journal ists u'r.rc hit  as l ' rar<l as
(  \ (  r - \ o n (  , l r ,  l r )  l l r r '  I ) t . P t ' t ' s * i , r r r .

u,hich sau' a \\,avc of ncr,r,sPalttr
cl<>surc's anrl  n'rcrgcrs auross Arncrica.
lLa<lio also hit  thc rrcr,r 'sPaPcrs har<1,
though i t  gavc rvork to a lot r>f
othcrlvisc: i t incrant jr>r-rrnal ists.

Documcntary Photography:
l 'hotoqraphv playc<l a major rolc in
journa l i snr  covcr ing  thc  c l l cc ' t s  o f  thc
l )cprcss ion  in  Amcr ica .  l ' hc  tc rm
'r locurncntary'  

rvas coinc<l in thc
' l  
920s an<l rcfcrrc<l to a ncw, kin<l

ol '  journal ism, irnbuing lhcts i ' r , , i th
f i 'c l ings. Tr 'ro lhnrous col lcct ions o1'
<locumt'ntary photographs anrl tcxt ol '
thc t inrc rvcrc lct us Non,Prcl isc Famous
rl,Icn alr<l You Havc Seen'lhcir Faces.
Thcsc tu'o 'n' l rrrks clef incrl  <locurncntarv
l irr  thc t lccaclc.

Radio Journal ism: Racl io pic.kerl
up rvhcre newspapcrrs fhltcrc<I. 

'fhcr

grorvth of 'small  racl io stat ions meant
a clemancl fbr journal ists to procluccr
stories fbr them. Aucl iences ol thc
I930s camc to trust racl io journal ism

ovcrr ne\. 'spapcrs; the prcsence o1'a
human w;icc lcnt r,erisimil i tude to a
storv.

Stenography: Stcnographv or
'shorthancl' is an abbrer.iatcd rvriting
stylc employt'cl bv journalists and
secrctaries, who must recorcl
spokcn r'vords r.crv cluicklv. 'I'itman'

shorthand rvas thc style most

cornrnonly uscd in America, but
cxpcriencecl stcnographcrs frequently
t l , ' r , ' l opcd  lh t  i l  o r r  n  i r l ios r  ncras ics

ofstyle. A highly personalizccl stvlc
rnight bc con"rpletcly impenetrablc to
thosc unlamil iar rn' i th i t .

Militarg
ln a purist game of Trail oJ
Cthulhu, a mil i tary charactcr may bc
inappropriatc to thc gernrc. I lorvclcr,

thcrc arc manv kincls ol nri l i tary
scrvicc. Bclow arer sonrc ftrrms r>f '
scrvicc that might bc more casi lv
inc lu< lc r r l  in  a  l tu r i s t  gamc:

Nat iona l  Guarc l :  In  thc  I910s ,

thc r-r-rajori tv o|thc Urri tcr l  Statcrs
Army lr 'as c'omltr isc<l ol '  Natir>nal
( luar<l urr i ts. National ( luar<lsrlcn in

pcacc t imc havc  normal  c iv i l ian  l i vcs
( t :xccp t  l i r r  t ra in ing)  bu t  < lu r ing  rvar
or in t irncs of cntcrgt:ncy, units (nc:r 'c.r
in< l i v i< lua ls )  n ' ray  l rc  n rob i l i zc< l  l i r r
t l isastcr rt : l icf or cornbat <lutv.

Str ikc Brcakcrs: Thc USA lr,as thc:
only r lcvclopcr<l countrv in thcr r,r 'or l<l
to al lr>n, cc>rltorat ions to crnploy
rni l i tarv f irrcc in thc <l isruption of '
s t r i kc  ac t iv i t ies .  Somc corpora t ions ,
notal>ly nrine s an<l rai lroa<l c'ornpanics,
cmplovc<l privatt:  arrnics numbr:r ing
in thr: thousan<ls l i rr  thc l)Lrrposc
of '  r l iscouraging union activi t ics.
Thcsr: arrnics r.vcrc cornprisccl
of war vctcrans (r,vho oltcn took
lca<lcrsl ' r ip l tosit ions), col legc sturlcnts,
uncmploycd laborcrs, anrl  anyonc

clsc thc companics coulcl r lrag off the:
strccrts.

Army Reserve: AlterWWI, the
Unitccl States Army reorganizccl to
inclucle a substantial reservc scction.
Arrny l{eserves u'ork regular jobs

fbr the majority of thc time but havc
minimal training or duties through
thr: ycar. They may bc callecl upon
individually or in units to replacc
losses or to pror.icle spccialist skills.

Militarq Life
Militarv lit-e rn'as in manv r,r'ays much
the samc as it is today. Belorv arc a f-elv
elcmcnts of color to add verisirni l i tude

to a military character ()r game.

Rations: Fol lorvingWWl, the
Amcrican mil i tarv developcd a
stanclarclizcd ration lor r,rl.li"rr,
lbl lor 'ving a lr : t tcr svstem. 'A' rat ions
nc're frt:sh fbocl and variccl ilepending
on rvhat was availablc. 'B' rations r,r,'ere
cannccl l i rocl proviclccl as avai lablc. 'C'

rations r,verc thc rnost common ration,
a packagerl rnc:al rcacly to cat fl-om cans
r,r ' i th no prcParation. Thcv includcd
crackcrs, chccsr:,  a clcsscrt,  t innccl
loorl ,  cigarr:t tcs, toi lct papcr ancl a t ir-r
ol)cncr.

From thc latc thirt ics, cxpcrimcntal
'Logan l lars'  rvcrr:  provi<lc<l as
cmcrgcncy ' [) '  rat ions. 

' l 'hcsc 
r.r 'crc

s1'rccial ly ma<li '  hc:at rcsistant chocolatc
bars ,  h igh  in  ca lo r ics  an< l ' tas t ing  l i t t l c
br:t tcr than a boi lc<l potato'to prcvcnt
thcm bcing catcn bcfirrc thcy lvcrc:
nr:c<lc:<1.

Ofl lct:r  l {anks in thr: Unitccl Statcs
Armv anr l  l l r i t i sh  Army ( in  o r< lc r ) :

'  Scconcl Licutcnant

'  Lieutcnant ( l)ronouncccl ' lc l tcnant '

in l l r i t ish Englis)

' Captain

'  Ma jor

' Licutenant Coloncl

'  Coloncl

'  Brigadicr General (Bri t ish
Brigadier)

' Major Gcncrai

' Lieutenant Gcneral

. Gcneral (British Field Marshall)

I
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Nurse
Nurses rverc oftcn rcsponsiblc firr

providing prirnary I'rcaltl'r carc, u.hicl.r

is to sav communitv health carc,

nutr i t i r>n, antl  prevcntative mt:dicinr ' .

Nurses woul<l do al l  of thc fol lorving:

'  Provicle f irst ai<l

'  Visit  poor and isolatc<l colnnrunit ics

'  E<ltrcatc on hcalth, hygicnc and

nut r i t ion

' Pror ir lc ( 'are t() convalcsccnts in

thcir homt's

All  ol thcse rolcs qi l 'c nurscs a rvi<lt '

rarrge ol c()ntacts arr<l ski l ls to r lrar 'r ,or.r.

NurseTra in ing : ' l ' he  vas t  r .na j t> r i t y

o f  nurs t ' s  t ra inc< l  an< l  u r l rkc< l  in

nursc training schools. l 'hcsc w('rc

fac i l i t ics attachc<l to hospitals, u l ' r i t ' l r

housc<l ancl l i '<l  thc nursr:s as wt' l l  as

provi<l ing on-thc- job training. 
' l ' l ' rc

lac i l i t i es  opcra tc t l  in  a  s in r i la r  r ) rann( ' r

to boar<l ing schools, w i th shart '<l

mtals, str ict hicrarchy, an<l a r igi<l ly

cnl irrcc<l curf i 'n. Thc st: l ' rools taught

thc appropriatc con<luct lor a nursc as

l ,  l I  . r s  t l r t '  t t  t  l r n i < ; u t ' s  r ' l  t t u r s i n g .

AcademicTraining: A vcrv f i 'u

nurses irr thc 1910s attcn<lcrl  an

aca<lemic nursing sc l ' rool,  though

thcse grcrv in avai labi l i tv thror-rqh

thc <lcca<lc. 
' l ' l "rcse 

nursir-rg col lcges
rt '<1uirc<l a completc<l unrlcrgra<luatc

<lcgre-e lirr achr-rission but of'lerc<l

a<lvancc<l nursing training as vvt: l l  as

highcr crlucation in thc scicncc ofthcir

d isc ip l inc .

Parapsgchologist
In the I930s therc was much more

crcdulitr. regarding paranormal events.

Evcn so, the cra ha<l its own share of

skcptics. Belou arc somc paranormal

phcnomcna ancl popular theorics about

thcm from thc time.

Telcportat ion: ' fhr: w'or<l
' telcl)ortat ion' rvas probably coinccl

bv thc author and paranormal
chrt>niclcr Charles Fort somctimc in

thc 1 930s. Various historical acc()unts

dcscribc al lcgc<l instanccs of l ' ruman

tclcportat ion, l i -orn t l ' rc 1 59I storr '

<if  ( i i l  Pcrcz, a Spanish sol<l icr in

thc l)hi l ippincs n'ho f iruncl himsclf

rnystr:r iously transportccl t<> Mcxico,

to thc Marv Cclcstc, a ship lounrl

clr i l i ing without crre\v ()r signs ol '

s t r u r t l t l ( ' i l t  l d / l -

Poltcrgcists: Irrorn thc ( l t ' rn-ran t irr
' ru r t r l r l i n .J  gh ,  rs ts ' ,  po l l t ' rg t ' i s ts  a r r .

ont '  t 'xplanation l i rr  nrtster- ious sounds
()r m()\ 'cmcnts of 'objcc'ts. Othcr

cxplar-rat iot-rs f irr  thc l t l rcnonrcna
inclu<lc stat ic e l t 'c:tr ici tv, sonrc f irrrn ol

rnagnc t isnr ,  unconsc ious  te lck incs is ,

cmbo<l ic r |  (L l rs ( ' s ,  o r  a r l i cn  b t ' ings .

Rains of Frogs, Fishcs, anrl  thc

l i kc :  S tor ics  o l  s l rangr . th ings  ra in ing

l i-onr the sk,r ' ,  srrch as l ' ish, l i 'ogs,

I t ' l l r l i s l r ,  \ \ r ) r m s  a r t r l  , t  s u t ' p l i s i r t q

rangc of 'othcr things, arc al.rrr-ninglv

colrnr()n. Al<lng r.vi th thc c'onvcntional

cx l r lana t ion  o l ' s t rong x  i r . r< ls  o r

torna<locs at sca <lrawing thcsc

aninrals into thc atmosphcrt '  bcf irrc

<lcposit ing thcrn, othc'r,  morc lanci lul

cx;r lanations havt '  bct 'rr  l i rru arclc<1.

Star Jcl ly:This is a f irul-srncl l ing
gclat inous substancc pr.rrportccl to be

lcft  l .>r, mt' tcori tcs or 'atmospherir:

beasts' .  Rt 'ports of star jel ly havc

existcd f irr  centurics. An assortrncnt

<i1' scicnti l ic explanations has bcen

firrrvardcd lbr thr: rep()rts of'largcr

blobs ofgoo fbund in <l ivcrsc locations.

Out of Place Artifacts: A term

coincd by the American zookrgist Ivan

Sanclcrson in the late thirties, it ref'crs

to thc phenomenon o1'anomalous

artilacts lirund in placcs (or dated to

timcs) that are irnpossil;le according

to our currcnt understanding of

history. Viking constructions in North

Amcrica, Mexican skulls carvcd from

crr,stal,  lnca pr.rarnids in Austral ia, an<l

hunclrcrls <>f stont '  sphercs in Closta

l l ica r 'r 'ere al l  out-of -place art i lhcts that

attractct l  publ ic att t :nt i<>n in thc 19J0s.

Pilot
Avia t ion  techno loq l  in  th r -  19 l0s  u  as

r 'onstantlv devcloPirrg. Ncr,r '  routcs,

nt 'n craft,  an<l ncn tcchniclut 's wc-rt '

r l iscovcrccl cvcrv vcar. lJclorv arc sornc

ol thc notablc rolcs l i rr  ar iators in thc

I  9 1 0 s .

Air Races: Contt 'sts ol ar, iat i<>n

tcchnr>lr>gr'  .rnt l  pi lot ski l l  u'ere

cx t rcmc ly  popu lar  in  thc  1930s.
' l 'hc 

National Air r.rccs, u hich rat-r

l i -rrrn 1920 to 19+c) (r ' r ' i th ; ' r  I ' r iatus

l i r rWWl l ) ,  ha< l  a  v . r r i c t l  o1 'cvcn ts ,

inc lu< l inq  c r ( )ss -c ( )un t rv  ra (  cs ,
' roun< l  thc  p t lon '  spr in ts ,  parachut t '
j t r rn l l i r rq ,  . rn ,  I  n , , r . ' l t r  (L ' r ' t t (  )n \ t  r ' , l t  i (  ]n \

su t 'h  as  g l i< lc rs  an< l  a i rsh i ; ; s .  
- l ' l r c

I l t 'nr l ix ' l ' rophl racc ha<l a course th.rt

c rossctl  rnost of North Arncri t  a anrl

a  w  i n n i n g  p r i z t '  o l  s  1  5 , ( X X )  i n  1 9 I 1  .
'l'hc 

Thornpsorr Tropl'ry rtrc'e ha<I a

t t 'n -mi lc  lo r rg  course  ,  u  i th  n ' ru l t ip lc

turns lr t ' tu 'ct 'n 50-l irot higl ' r  Pvlons. I t

attracte<l thousanrls ol spcctators.

Passengcr Fl ights: Thc 1 9 l0s sal

tht '  cxpirnsion o1' r 'on-rmcrc' ial  passengt'r
l l i gh ts  to  a l l  par ts  <> l  thc  g lobe .  A i r

r()utcs to manv rclt t()tc locatiotrs r ' r , t ' rc

cxplort '<l during t l"rc i lccatlc. 
' l 'hcsc

Il ights r 'r 'erc usuallv lnaclc l>r, l lv inq

lroats, lvhich coulr l  stop 1o rcl ircl

r ' r ' i thout a lan<lin-q str ip. ' I-r 'ans-Atlantic

an<l Trans Paci l ic f l ights oltc-n rccluirt '<l

rcfuel ing stol)s at r( 'mot( '  is lan<ls.

Scrviccs into the intcrior of Afi- ica an<l

SouthAmerica nerc oftcn carr iccl out

by solo <rycrations, involr, ing a singlc

plane and pi lot.

Barnstorming: The 1920s u cre thc

hevday of barnstormers, but thr:re

r,vere st i l l  some hol i louts irr thc 1930s.

Barnstormers, rvho u.err: oftcn WWI

vc-terans, marle a living flving their

p lane b t ' t r recn  smal l  to \  ns ,  g i \  ing

paying customers tlemonstrations

I
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ofttrick flving and rides. Saf'cty
regulations and a drvindling supply of
military surplus cralt spelled thc end
ol thc industrl-, but a f'clv remainecl,

oftcn in more lucratir,c 'flying

circuses'.  Manv ar, iators of thc 1930s

got their start in barnstorming outf i ts.

Police Detective
Policc olllcers 'r,r.ho have servccl
fbr at least onc vcar are cl igiblc lbr

pnrmotion to l)etectivc. In thc 1930s
this r,r.as achieverl by appointmcnt as
lrcqucntlv as i t  rvas achicve-i l  by passing
a lvr i t tcn tcst. ()nlv a I 'cvv rnajor ci t ics
harl subcl ividerr l  thcrir  r lctcct ives int<r
scparatc <lcpartmcnts f irr  homici<lc,

organizer<l cr imc, anrl  thc l ikc. Most
<lctcct ivcs ol thc clccarlc rvoul<l havc

n'orkt:<l anv kinrl  of casc. l lc low

arc s() lr lc tcchniclucs c()mm()n t()
<lcterct ivcs ol thc cra.

Footwork: Thc vast maj<>ritv of '

cascs ,  t ' spcc ia l l v  in  thc  1  930s ,  a rc
s<;lvci l  bv intcrrogation of suspccts
an<l intcrvicrving of rvi tncsscs.
Expcricncc<l r lctcct ivcs lvi l l  also havcr
a nctrvork of inftrrmants, f i ' icn<l ly

cx l )c r ts ,  an< l  hc lp fu l  loca ls .  Wi thout
Miranrla r ights and r.vi th rnuch lcss
legal o' , ,crsight of '  pol icc proccrlurcs,
r lctcct ivcs of ther I  930s have a lot
r ' l  l (  ( ' \ \ J \  I i r r  t  r r ' a l i r t . o r  ( ( ) ( ' r (  i \ ( .

tcchniques to obtain inl irrmation or
con l  css ions .

Forcnsic Evidence : For thc most

part,  lbrensic cviclence bevond thc
m o s t  h a s i t  ,  o l , r  i , r u s  . 1 , , . ' ,  . l i , l  n , r t

enter into police invcstigations. Manv
detcctivcs would ha.,.c no knorvleclgc:
rvhatsocr.cr of fbrensic cvidcnce

gathering tcchniques. That saicl,
knowledgc ancl use of thcsc tcchniques
rvas grovr,'ing through thc decade, ancl
somc enlightenccl clctectives, espcciallv
in major centcrs, lvould har.e access to
sophisticated cquipment ancl cxpert
advice.

Records Investigation: Detectives

often access records offingerprints and

biomctric data to idcntifv criminals, as
rvcll as more comrrlon cil'ilian recorcls.
Rccorcls of lingerprints ll'ere kept in

many rnajor police clepartmrrrts bv the
end ol thc 1 930s.

CourtTcstimony: Thc rvorcl of a

policc dr:tcctive carriccl a lot of r.veight
r 'r ' i th jurors of the 1930s. I 'ol ic 'c

clctcct ivcs are rc-quirct l  to givc a ful l

account of thcir inr.cstigation anil

tcst i ly in court against thc accusc<I.

Private Investiqator
Glamorizcr<l cvcn in thcir olr,n t imc,

pri i 'atc inr.cst igators rvcrc thc hcrocs

oi crruntlcss lrooks, f i lms, an<l rarl i<r

t l ra r .nas  o f  thc  19JOs.  Thc  rca l i t v
r r . t s  o l i cn  Inu(  l l  n t ( ) t ' r '  ; l r , , s , r i t  .  T l r r '

pr ivatc invcstigator as a sclt-cmployc<l
in< l i v i t lua l  l r ,o rk ing  I rcc lancc  cascs  was
a rc: lat ivclv rcccnt <lcvcloprrcnt irr  thc:
19 30s, marl<ing a changc l l 'orn thc
largc:r <k:tcct ivc agencics such as thc
infhmous [) inkr:rton l)c:tcct ivc Agcncv

t> l  car l i c r  < lccar lcs .

l)r ivate ir-rvcstigators, opcratinq r,r '  i th
lcss str ict lcgal ovcrsight an<l ol ien

r'vi th biggcr butlgcts, harl  acccss tr>
sonrc spccial izcrl  an<l oftcn i l lcqal

cc lu ip rncn t .

Tr t r lh  Scrum:  S t  opo l ln r in t ' .  . t r r
cxtract of dr:arl lv nightsharlc or thc
Datura plant, r .vas usccl in rrerl icinr: to
l iqh t  n , r t r t . ' . r  ln< l  in t t ' s l in . r l  t  r ' . r rnp ing .

Cornbinccl w'ith rnorphinc- it r,vas

cal lccl 'Trvi l ight 
Slccp' ancl could

lc'ave a sr.rbjcct rvith<tut mcmorv or

pain l trr  scvcral hours. Scopolamine
lr,as also usccl in slightly highc-r ckres
as a truth scrum, rvherc it coulcl

produce dcl ir ium and clclusions as
r,vell as death. Soclium thiopcntal,

an expcrimental anesthctic in the
1930s, r, ' , ,as also uscd as a truth serum,

though it rvouldn't be availablc to most
characters.

Portablc Polygraph: Using verv
basic technology to mcasure pulsc:
ratc, blood pressurc, and respiration,

polvgraph machincs of the 1930s could
be built small cnough to transp()rt.

L)ata lrom thcsc machines r,r.as clubious

at bcst but belief in their cfl'cctileness

r,vas a porverlul tool in thc arscnal of

police ancl prir.atc dctcctn.es.

Survci l lance: Scr,cral covcrt l istening
dcviccs rvere avai lablc in thc-. 1930s.
Thr '  n l r t l  l i r t '  1 . r .  uu-  111 l rcs  i r r  , rn ;

kintl of ra<lio transmitter n-rcant that
thc kin<l of tiny rvireless clcr,iccs lvcr
scc toclav wcrc n()t  possiblc, but
noncthclcss s()nlc vcrv small  'bugs'

r,r'c:rc procluct'cl.

Thc' [)ctcct ive I) ictograph',  l i rst

p ro< lucc t l  in  1  910,  ha< l  a  l i s tcn ing  < l i sk

tht' sizc of a coastcr anrl r'r,as conncc'tccl
to hcatlphoncs bv a u, irc. I t  l r 'as st i l l
cL l r r ( 'n t  t cchno logv  in  thc  1910s.

For covcrt rccor<l ing, thc 'Walkic

l l t :cort lal l '  r ' r"as thc sizc of a bricf l 'asc

an<l coulr l  rccor<l l i>r about an hour.

I)cvcloPc<l as a t l ictat ion machinc l i rr
l>usir-rcssmcr.r,  i t  rvas ' , t :ry popular rvi th

; l o I i t  t ' , t r t t I  p l i r . t t t  i n r t  s l i t , t l o r s .

Professor
Collcgc l)rofcssors lvcrc hcrl<l in
high cstccrn in thr: 1930s, as an cl i tr :

crr lucatcrl  class in a country that largt: lv

<l id not attcntl  tcrt iary c(lucati()n.
With cstt:crn came suspicrion, holvcvcr,
as pol i t ical uphcavals ancl changing

policics in govcrnmcnt led to grolr ' ing
racl ical ism on carnpuses. Bclolr,

arer s()mc of'ther important thctors

inl lucncing campus culturc in thcr
1  9 3 0 s .

Tcnure: tnurc is thc svstem held
in mostAmerican anc' l  Europcan

unir,crsity bv u,hich prof'cssors are

protcctecl lrom dismissal in orclcr to

promote acatlcmic fi'ccclom. Most

North Amcrican universities operatcd

untlcr a system of de;facto tenurc. This

mcant that uhile rnanv prof'essors clicl

not har-e fbrmallv recognized tenure as
w'e unclerstand it toclav, lbr the most

part thev assumccl that thev held their

position for lif'e. This assumption u'as

I
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verv rarcly chal lcnged.

Poli t ics: As alvrays, carnpuscs of

the 1 930s scrc pol i t icalh'  chargcd.
Supposccl llolsho'ik sympathics

among profcss<irs, student anti-u'ar
movemcnts, l ibcral support,  and
conservativc conclemnation o1' thc
'Neu- Dcal '  economic rcfbrms were al l
touchstonc issues. Cir.il rights groups
and feminist organizations wcre also
often bascrl in universities and in the
1930s thcsc rvere considered much
more raclical than they are today.

'Old Boy' Networks: School

spir i t  was strong in thc 1930s and
many busincssrncn, pol i t ic ians ancl

profl:ssionals owc<l their succcss

to a netu.ork o1'alurnni fiom their

univcrsity days. Campus secret

socict ies, clubs, and organizations

continued to inl luence people's l ivcs
long a{ter the enrl of their eclucation.

Alurnni often donated extensively to
their university an<l expected to be

treated well in rcturn.

Scientist
Science in thc 1930s r.r'as breaking

nerv grouncl daily, with radical ncw

theories being tested vr,'ith constantly

r o
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dcvcloping technokrgv. Belo'r'r. are

some of'thc theories that r,r'erc cutting

cclgc science in the 1930s.

Raclioactivity: Rcscarch into thc

propcrt ies of radioactivi ty consumccl

much of '1930s phvsics. I t  vr.as st i l l
a poorl l '  understoocl phcnomenon.
Thc ncutron vr.as discovcred in

1932. ln l934, scientists successf 'ul lv

synthcsizcd a racl ioactivc substancc,

hithcrto lound only in naturc.

Wavc Mechanics: Thc hypothcsis

that any moving objcct or part iclc
ha<l an associatecl wavc, and thus that
mattcr cxhibits propcrt ics of both

r'r'avcs an<l particles, llas llrst proltose<l
in 1922 and n.as cxplorcrl  through

thc 1930s, in conccrt r 'vi th increasc<l

rcscarch into thc propcrt ics an<l

makcrup of 'atoms.

Big Bang: Thc currcntlv acccptc<l

scicnti l ic moclcl of thc bcginning of '

thc univcrsc, thc l3ig Bang thcory, rvas

a controvcrsial and wir lcly <lcbatc<l

topir:  in thc 1930s. Scvural compert ing
thcorics cxistccl r ,r 'hich also f i t  thc

avai lablc cviclcncc.

Thc 'osc i l la to ry  un ivc rsc '  modc l

proposc<l that thc univcrsc rs

constantlv c1'cl ing through a sequencc

of expansions and contractions. Thc

Milnc mo<lel proposc<l a modcl o1'

rn  cml ) ty .  l ' l . r t ,  in l ln i t t '  un iv t ' rsc ,

in which matter but not spacc \\ias

expanding constantly. Othcr more

obscurc cxplanations lor the apparcnt

movcmcnt of celestial lthcnomena
inclucled thc t ired l ight ' theory that

light lost encrgy as it travcled across

the universe.



J TRAIL OF CTHULHU

NPC s

InmonucrtlN
Bclou' arc l i l tv Nl '}Cs dcsignecl tcr

f i t  into a Trai l  oJ Cthulhu gamc sct

in  t l r t '  Ur r i t c t l  S t . r t r ' s  o l -Arn t  r i t . r ,  o r

w' i th l i t t le cl i f i ic 'ul ty, anyu'hcrc t : lse in

thc lr 'or ld. ' l 'hc cntr ics dcscribc the

c'haractcr, givc a short l ist of rclcvant

stats, ancl thcn <lt 'scribcT'hrcc' l-hings

about thc charac tcr 's manncrisrns,

l ' rabits, or spcccl.r that can l .rclp ther

Kct ' ;rcr p()rtrav t l-rat charactt ' r  in

a urt 'morablc thshi<>n. Stats arc

onlv givcn lor notablv high <>r lor,r '

catcgorics.

- [ 'h t ' I ' i r s t  
t \ \ ' en t , \ 'N l )Cs ,  as  sc l l  as

hav ing  morc  tu l l  < lescr ip t ions ,  a ls<r

t 'onrc rvith a l ist of"hooks' ways to

incorp()ratc thc crharactcr into vour

ganrc. TI-rc thret: hooks escalatc thc

irnportancc of ' thc charactcr in thc

invcstigation, f  rorn a chanc'c cncol lntcr

to a c'cntral rolc. For thc bcst cl Icct,

cnrl ; lov thcsc hooks in thc or<lcr
qiven, so that thc accluaintancc lrom

last u' t :ek's sr:ssion becomcrs a ccntral

. l t l r ' . r t 1 . ' r  n t ' x l  r r t ' t  k .  I { t ' t  r r I r i r r q

charactcrs a<l<l vcrisirni l i tu<lc to thc

sctt inq.

lirl lor.ving thcst' t'r'r-enty charactcrs

arc scr,eral lists o1'NPCs r'r,itl'r smaller

cntr ics. Thcsc arc clcsignc<l to bc

bit-plavers in your investigations,

occasional hclpcrs or onc-t irnc foes.

Nonctheless, rnanv of thcsc characters

havc links to cach other, farnilv ties ancl

romanccs. Thcsc l inks help makc the

characters f'cc:l more likc rcal peoplc,

gir.ing them lif'c and personality. Evcn

the'bad guls'  have storics to tel l .  Of

course, in a more pulp oricnted game,

you might find it more appropriate to

have laceless ancl replaceable foes.

Nurse Parker
Unstable asqlum nufse
In a clcca<lc r'r'hcre trcatr-t-tcnt of tl-rc

ment . r l l y  i l l  was  misqu i< l t  t l  r t  l r t ' s t

ancl barbaric at worst, Lucy Parkcr

is an orl<l i tv a mcntal hcalt l-r  nurse

r,r.ho actual lv l istcns to hcr Paticnts.
Unfortunatcly lbr Miss l)arkcr, that's

somctimcs a <langcnrus undcrtaking.

Nursc l)arkcr vr"orks at a large local

mcntal asl lum, 'n'hcrc shc has a

r ( 'pu lJ l i ( )n  l i r r  k in t ln t ' ss  an t l  t . r r inq .

Shc frcclucntly f inds hcr paticnts'
ramblings <l isturbing, though shc can't

bring hcrsclf ' to ignorc thcm. Thc

u'orst of i t  is lr"hcn tht 'v al l  secm to bt '

saying thc samc thing. I f  shc actual ly

bcl icvc<l any of i t ,  shc'<l go marl.

"Thc poor <lcars art '  so t:onfuscrl .  Why,
just thc otht:r rlay a paticnt sworc tho

tkrctors rvcrc al l  1izaru1 pc<ple, walking

aroun<l in stolcn hunran skins!"

F i rs t  A i r l  5 ,  l )sychoana iys is  2 ,

l{cassurancc 8, Asscss Honcsty

5 ,  Mct l i c inc  2

Stabi l i tv 6, Sanity 4, Hcalth 4

Three Things
S'w'eats profuscll', so that she has

to keep <labbing at herr brou. w'ith

a hanclkcrchicf; broa<l wct spots

appear unrlcr her arms. Calls pcoplc:
'Pumpkin'.  Keeps a l i t t le blue l>ook

where she writes clovvn memorablc

things paticnts have tolcl hcr.

Hooks
Nurse Parkcr, a relativc or friend

of one of'thc inr.estigators, calls

them aftcr the seemingly delusional

predictions of one o1'hcr patients are

bornc out by evcnts in the ncvl's.

C)nc of thc paticnts at the asylum (with

a sickerning tcntlcncv to catch birds

anrl cat them ralv) is in lact a sharnan,

ancl Nurse Parkerr has been clupcd or

coercc<l into carrying out his orclc.rs.

Aftcr rcading thc <l iary of onc of her

morc <l isturbecl paticnts, Nursc Parkcr

has rcal izcd thc sanity-shattering

truth bchincl our complaccnt rcalitv.

Nor'r' shc's startcrl hcr or"'n cult at

thc asylum, clc<l icatcd to makin-q thc

paticnts'  most crrazc<l clclusions comc

t ruc .

Mahmud Al Hammachi
Eniqmatic tramp-steamer
captain
tarnp steamcrs travcl all ovcr thc

workl,  carrying al l  kinds ofcargo and

<lrarving their crcu' lrom cxotic ports.

Mahmucl is thc captain of onc such

stcamcr, Thc Star olt Luxor. Opcrating

in a gray arca whcrc thc lar.v scl<lom

rcachcs, Mahmu<l's steamer oftcn

carrics cargo of '<lul>ious lcgal i tv and his

crcwrncn are thc worst kind of villains

from all ovcr thc world. Travcling in

such circles, Mahmud hcars manY talcs

an<l rurnors, though he kn<-ru's bettcr

than to ask qucstions. Mahmud can

usually be fbund in somc scccly scaside

bar, or aboar<l his ship bellovving orders

in his nativc tonguc. Mahmurl's ship

runs ()n the vcrv edge of profitabilitr,,

and so Mahmud is eager for any

opportunity lbr a little extra cash. He's

also anxious to avoid the attention of

customs oflicials.

"Sir, Madame, please, comc aboard!You

rvish to charter mv boat? Of course! I

t1 i
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can givc you a lerl goocl price."

Occult 2, Bargain 8, Flattcry 3,

Conceal 5, Fircarms 3, Pi lot ing

8, Stealth 4, Scuflling 4

Stabilit\, 4, Sanitr' 6, Health 5

Three Things
Chcrvs l iquoricc rr>ot constantl-v,

s hich turns his tonquc and tccth

black. Sings snatr:hcs of I tal ian r>pt 'ra

i n , r  s u r ; l r i s i n q l v  g , , , , , 1  1 t ' n o r  r o i t t .

Looks to thc sky vvhcn askr:cl <l i l l icult

qucs t r (  )ns .

Hooks
Clucs inrl icatc that thr: cult ists art '

i l l t :gal immigrants, smuggle<l into thc

countr\ ' .  
- fhc 

onlv shiP that 's l>ccn in

port cvcry t imc nt 'u cult ists arr ivt '<l is

thc Star ojt Luxor.

Tht: rnap savs thc ruinc<l tcn-rplc is

on  Gu l l  I s lan<I ,  bu t  nont 'o f  th t ' lo t . r l

captains rvi l l  go nt:ar thc placc bccausc

of ' thc hit l t l r :n rocks, or krgcni ls ol orvl

ficc<l r,r,orncn rvho t:at hurnan llcsh,

or both. Onlr '  onr: ship, t l ' rc Star o1'

Luxor, has a captain bravc enougl'r to

navigatc t l-rosc r lark watcrs; or rnaylrc

hc's just dcsperatc f irr  moncy.

Thc sai lor is quitc insanc, ancl has

bcc'n cvcr sincc t l-re shipvvreck. Thc

poor wrctch was nraroone<l lirr

scvcral u.ccks until hc ,uvas rcscut'rl bv

a traml) stcamcr. Mahrnucl, r'r'hr> u'as

rcsponsiblc fbr the rcsclrc, might bt:

able to lcacl the Invcstigators to thc

desolatc (and oddly rcct i l incar) humlr

ot rock in thc occan lvhcre the sai lor

rvas f iruncl.

Rufino De Luca
Eccentric purueqor of antiquities
An Italian immigrant, Ruiino still

strugglcs to speak English vr.eil, though

he speaks German, French, Latin, and

his natir,c Italian dialcct flarvlesslv.

Rufino is an antiquities dealer,

spccial izing in ol<l ancl rarc bo<>ks. His

shop, urbanch t i t lc<l De Luca l looks,

is a t inv seconcl- l loor apartnrcnt in

an out-of '- thc wav l)art of town.' [ 'he

spacc is pi led rvith tcc'tering to\\ 'crs

of 'har<lbacks an<l thc shel 'r 'cs l i tcral lr '

t , r t ' t ' l l r , r r  n  i l l r  r l r t '  l i r s l  t r l i t i , , r r s .  t i i s

bac'k room contains his vcry rr ' rrcst

i tcrns crumbling, [>lasphcrnous

t ( ' n r (  s .  T l t .  s l t , ' l r . ' s , , 1 ' l h i s  r - o o r t t

sct ' t . tr  to muttcr anrl  groan rvith thc

. r t  t  r r r r ru l l t t  r l  t  r  i l  t l r t ' r '  t  on l . r i r r .

l {r .r l ino <lcals rnainlv vr" i th a f i ' rv trustcd

t ' l i t ' n ts ,  co l l cc to rs  inc l  o thcr  < lea lc rs .

I ' l r "s  susp ic ious  t> l  thc  gencra l  pu l> l i c
an<l rray turn a\ '1 av c'ustomcrs rvh<r

sccrn unl ikcly to trcat his rvart 's rvi th

r( 'sl)( 'ct.  I  kr 's t 'spt 'ci i r l lv jcalous of his

rart '  l rooks, an<l u i l l  lct aln'rosl n() ()nc

st ' t ' tht ' rr .  Rul lno lras a rvraknt 'ss l i rr

vintagt: l iquors, howcvcr, an<l is rnuc'h

rnor t '  f r i cn< l l y  t t>  t ' l i cn ts  rvho br ing  h im

cxot ic  o r  har< l - t r> - l in< l  samplcs .

" In thcc i I I c l  Gc t  ou t I ' l ' hcsc  books  arc

not l i>r youl ' l -ht 'scr olt l  books, t l r t 'v arc

pcr i l l cux !  "

Ar t  I l i s to r r '6 ,  f l i s t t> r r ,8 ,  Languagcs  5 ,

Asscss  I loncs tv  5

Sta l ) i l i t v  7 ,  San i tv  4 ,  I  lea l th  ]

Three Things
Takt:s pinchcs ol '  rnt:r l icatccl srrr-r l i '  f rom

a blac'k cof1in-shapc<l t in box, an<l

oc casional lv spits bright scarlct phlcgm
into a handkcrchicl.  Impalcs <lca<l

insccts rvith pins on thc u' indt>wsil ls

anrl sr-rr l 'aces'as a'r ' r ,arning to thc

othcrs'.  Includcs f irrcign u,orr ls in his

specch.

Hooks
Clues indicate that the leader o{'the

Starry Wisdom Church visitccl Rufino's

bookshop scveral months ago, just

before thc murders started. Perhaps

whatever thcy purchasccl u,ill rcvcal

somcthing of their plan.

After successfully bidding on an

auction of a <lcccased cl ik ' t tante's

l)r()pcrt\ ' ,  Rul ino, a fr ien<l t>1'one <>f

thc ini 'est igatr>rs, cl isappt ' .rrs. His

purchases r,vcrr' <lcliv,,:rcrl anrl sccnr

runrt:markal>lt ' ,  savt '  fbr arr t>l<l an<l

curioush' cngravc<l mirror ol beatt-n

si l lcr.

An ancicnt urn obtainc<l bv l{ul lno

. r r ' 1 t r , r I l v  t o t t t . t i t t t  t I  t l t . '  . ; 1 , , t ' , , , , 1  . t

Ionq cx t inc t  a l i t ' n  race .  Non nr in r l

control l ing thc ol<l r-nan, thcr"rc bcnt

ott asscmbling a <lt ' r ' iccr t() r( ' turn to

tht ' i r  ou'n t inrt ' .  I luf lno attr lcts thc

Ittvt 'st igators'  .r t t t 'nt ion n ht 'n lr t '  bcgins

pu rchasing r.rrt '  ;rr t i l icts an< I cl t ' t  tr ic al

t  r ; t t i p r n t  r t l  . t l l  , , r t ' t '  t , , t r  I t .

Ladq Cotinthia Broughton
Amateur Egqptoloqist
St'cn by most . ls an anachronisrn, [-a<h'

l l rought<>r r  i s  ; rn  I i r rg l i shsom.rn  I i v i r rg

.rbroa<1. Ht 'r  l .r tc st 'con<l husban<1, an

Anr t ' r i can  l rus in t ' ss  t1coon,  l c l i  hc r

cnough of a l i rr tune l i rr  ht 'r  to lrcc'orlc

.r rvcalthr anri l t( 'ur l igvptologist an<l

cn thr . rs ias t i c  ( i l  un< l i sccrn ing)  c  o l l cc to r

o l  I ig r ,p t ian  ar l i l . r c ts .

In a thron,back to f irshions rrow, <l irclv

o t t l  o l  r  l ;11 t  ,  s l t ,  r r  t ' . t rs  l t . ' , t r  r  k , , l t l
(  \ ( '  n r , rk (  u l )  , rn r l  , r  l r l l ,  k  u  ig  t  r r t  in  . r

st 'r ' t ' rc bob. Larlv l l roughton cnjol 's t l ' rc

c'()t)r l)anv of thosc sirni lar ly intt ' r t 'stcr l

i rr  anticluit ics. Shc often attt 'n<ls

auc t ions  (o r  ho l< ls  thcm hcrs t ' l l )  an< l  i s

s ( ' (  l t  Js  , t  t  r r t t t l r i | r , t l i o r t  0 l  . rq i r rq  i l r . l s (  r ) l

an<l honorarv <lal}y aunt l>y a ccrtain

sct o1' voung soc' ial i tcs.

Someu.hat vairr,  Ladv Brouqlrtr>n

thrives on attcnti()n, espcc ial lv t l ' rat o1'

thc young. Shc lovcs to cxpountl  upon

hcr col lect ion, ancl l ikcs to bc thought

ofas vcrv learnccl.  She espcc' ial lr

valucs the opir-r ion of hist<>rians and

Egyptologists, r'vith whom shc will

sharc her ha11'-bakccl theorics at>out

ancicnt E-qt'pt.

"WonderfuM rvould lor,e to hcar more

r
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ofyour adventures! Perhaps later, over
dinner?"

Art History 6, History 4,
Bargain 6.

Stability 4, Sanity 3, Health 3

Three Thinqs
Holds and strokes people's hands

when talking to them. Has her cats

mummified 'in the Ancient Egyptian

I'ashion'. Throws her head back when

she laughs.

Hooks
Lady Broughton is hosting an

auction of antiquities, in which some

curiosities might be of interest to the

Investigators.

At a dinner party, Lady Broughton

swears that a man she met the day

beibre was the spitting image of an

ancient statue in her collection. The

statue is of an ancient Egyptian cult

leader.

After deciphering the inscription on

an ancient tablet, Lady Broughton

has reinstated the worship of Hermes

Trismegistus, an incarnation of

Nyarlathotcp. Gathering cultists

around her, she is bent on resurrecting

her long-dead husband whom

she has mummified and keeps in a

sarcophagus.

Detective Coffin
0verzealous Iletective
A cop of the old school, CofTin is

a well-respected member of'the

community. He has a long and

distinguished history with the police

department, which he will gladly
recount to anyone he meets. He has

a sharp and orderly mind, obstructed

only by his high opinion of himself. He

is never without his hat and his cane.

Detective Coffin likes to think of

himself as a man of acute reason, much

smarter than those arouncl him. He's

very conscious ofhow he is perccived

by others, and may be willing to admit

bafTlement in privatc when he never

would in public.

"That's a magnificent story. Only a

drunkard or a cretin would believe it,

and I, sir, am neither. Officer, be so

good as to take them away."

Assess Honesty 4,

Interrogation 8, Intimidation

5, Evidence Collection 6,

Firearms 4

Stability 6, Sanity 5, Health 8

Three Things
Strokes his mustache when thinking.

Taps pcople on the chest w'ith his

finger. Fills out crossword puzzles

obsessively, asking people to guess at

complex answers he doubts they will

ever get.

Hooks
The Investigators meet Coffin at a

party, regaling guests with stories of

old, seemingly solved cases. One case,

the FingernailThief, bears unpleasant
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paral lels to the current invcstigation.

Suspicious of thcir continued

inrolvemcnt in unusual cvents, Cofl in

has bcgun to shador'v thc Invcstigators.

Hc' l l  intervcne in anvthirrg rcmotclv

susl)cct.

A lr icnd of 'one of thc Invcstigators is

arrcstccl in a shocking murdcr casc,

u hich maclc the lront pagc. Cofl in

u.as thc ofllcer rvho ma<lc the arrcst,

an<l he consi<lers i t  a I 'eathcr in his cap.

Nolr '  thc lnvcstigators rnust cr>nvincc

Cofl in of ' thc real,  supcrnatural culpri t

'Mistress' lJiana
Fraudulent Mqstic
'M is t rcss  l ) iana 's  I 'a r lo r  o l '  Mys tc r ics '

is as notorior-rs as thc local spcakeasr,.

No onc u' i l l  aclmit t<> going thcrt '

hirr-rsclf ' ,  but t :r 'crvonc has hcar<l a

stort about i t .  Mistrcss I) iana is a

fbrtunctcl lcr,  a mvstic, an<l (str ict lv

spcaking) a f l 'aurl .  Hcr shop contains

an abunclanc:c of '  r 'xot ic lrr ic-a-brac'

akng u i th manv in-rpI ici th anticluc
'art i f  acts'  u'hich, upon invcstigation,

provc to lrc lakcs rnockc<l up to

look ancient. Hcr si:anccs, attcr-r<lcr l

cor,crtlv bv r.r'calthv patr()ns fronr all

parts of ' toun, arc a confabulat ion o1

tr ickcry; but such is hcr ru:putat ion

that nobo<ll  is u i l l ing to r lcnourrcc

hcr, ancl thc comfirrt shc brings to thr:

bcrcaved is gcnr.r inc cnough.

Charging moncv f irr  lbrtunc tcl l ing

or si'ances is consi<lcrcrl ll'aucl in thc:

1930s, anrl  is i l legal. Mistrcss L)iana

is eagr:r to avoicl tht: attention of'thc

pol icc. Whilc she is au.arc that much

of hcr practicr: is 'harmlcss' tr ickerry,

Mistrcss Diana is noncthcless vcry

supcrst i t ions. She is verv afraid of

supcrnatural threats, and while she
.knorl's shc has no inlluence over the

spirit realm, she bclieves others may.

"lt is u,ise to par heed to the spirits,

for they havc much...  r ,visdom."

C)ccult 1, Flatt t :rv 6,

Rcassurancc 6, l) isguisc 8,

Hypnosis 6, Asscss Honc:stv 9.

Stabi l i ty 4, Sanitv 6, Hcalth 4.

Three lhinqs
Stran-qclv col<l hands (a rcsult  of '

atrocious c irculat ion) n i th n' l ' r ich she

touches 1;coplc'comfort inglv'  on thc

chcek or u'r ist.  Chain srnokcs, l ighting

a ncr'v cigarcttc fi'om tl-rc glowing stulr

ol ' thc ol<l onc. I)auscs lrclbre the last

r r , r r r l  i n  l r c r . . .  s t ' n t t n t t . .

Hooks
A fhlse t ' l t r t :  lca<ls thc Invt:st iqators to

think Mistrcss l) iana is in'r 'olvt ' t l  in a

mystery. Shc sccs this as a chancc t<r

acc('ntuatc he r ow n r-r-r l  stcr iousrrcss,

an<l str ings thc Invcsti{ators along as

much as  she can.

A gcrruine cult  is r-rsing Mistn'ss

l ) iana 's  par lo r  as  a  rcc ru i t ing  groun<| .
Mcrnbcrs of ' the cult  ol icn attt ' rrr l  tht '

si 'anccs, looking lor pcoplc t lcspcratt '

cnough to join. Mistrcss l) iana hcrsr:I f '

knon s rrothing of ' thc cult ,  th<>ugl-r

rvl ' rcn grotcsquc acciclcnts bcfhl l  thr:

cncrnics <>l sornc of ht 'r  cl icnts, shc is

cluick to cxplain i t  ar.vay as't l rc r ' r ' rath

o1' thc Invisiblc W<rrl<l '  .

A tarnisht '<l okl brcinzc f igurinc

Mistrcss l) iana purchase<l l>ccausc shc

l ikc<l i ts whimsic'al obsc'cnity turns out

to bc a gcnuincl 'r ,  potcnt art i lhct a

fct ish of Nodens. Now, not only arc

t  u l t i s t s  l r u n t i n g  l i r r  t h t '  a r t i l i c t ,  l r u t

rcal supcrnatural lirrccs are bcing

summonccl to he r nightlv s6ances.

Howelcr, it is a covey o1'nightgaunts

(rather than the spirits o{'the rlcar

dcparted) lr'ho carrv out the sccret

dcsires ofthe attcndees, rvhispcred in

the s6anccs.

0tis Jones
Jazz musician with a secfet
A Jazz musician at the Iteacock Club,

Otis alrvavs knou.s u'here thc partv
is. Music is both his l ivel ihood anrl

his passion, ancl thc band is his thmily.

lb makc cnds rncct, he moonlights

at sevcral othcr bars arounrl tou'n

ancl rxrrks private I'unctions. If the

managcment of the l'cacock club

foun<l out, thcv'cl  f i rc him tor surc.

Whcn he 's n()t  working, hc's usuallr '

practicing at home.

"Cool i t ,  cat, anrl  lct 's talk about this

alter closing. I  got a job to <1o."

Strcctn isc 4, Art 9

Srabi l i tv 6, Sanitv 5, I- lcalth 8

Ihree lhings
Cal ls  pcop lc  

' ca t ' .  S ings  ' sca t '  s tv lc

lou<lly to himst: l f ' ,  oftcn u'hu-r on his

ou n, rr hich can make thc uninf irrn'rc<l

think hc's chanting. Cracks his

krruckl i 's.

Hooks
()t is u i tncssc<l thc cvcnt the

Invcstigators are looking into, br-rt  i1 'hc

comcs t irnvar<I, his boss u' i l l  knos hc's

r-n t-rt-,n I i rrhti n rr.

()tis rt'cogr-rizcs somc of tl'rc lr-ren thc

Investigators arc askinq al>or-rt fronr

a privatc function hc plaverl a u'cck

ago. lt was a r'r'cirul c'ror'vd, rr-rostlv ol<l

guvs in s()mc s()rt  of 'Frcemason rol>cs,

and thcv requcsted hc plav a lot ol '

lurrnv s<>unding rnusic hc'd ncvcr hcarcl

bcfirrc.

Strangc things havc bcen fbllorving

Otis arouncl, evcr sincc hc starte<l

using that r'vcird olcl trumpct he firuncl

at a yard salc. The trumpet has an

extra stop, u-hich allou s it to plav

some spookv-dookv sounding extra

notes. Otis hasn't noticed the ghouls

fbllor'ving him, though he has noticcrl

that pcople vr.ho get in his u'ay havc a

habit o1'disappearing. When he docs

realize, he may not want to give it up.
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Bettq Pednick
0bservant baq ladq
Thc Great l)cprcssion has marlc

thousancls of pcople homclcss, all over

thc u'orld. llcttY is one such. Carrying

all hcr possessions in a sack on hcr back,

shc rvan<lcrs liom place to placc, cking

out a lir"ing fiom charitl, oc'casional

c lcar"ring urrrk, ancl from hcr roadside

pah-r-r -rca<lir-rg stal l. Shc's usual lv u,caring

a krng gray c'oat an<l a battcrtxl hat.

Ilt'ttv know s a lot of pcoplc, anrl not

all of thcrn fi'onr thc strcct. She u'asn't

irIwavs hornclcss antl rcntcrnlrr:rs many

pcoplc fi-orn hcr rla-vs as a mai<l to onc

of thc u'calthicr lhrni l ics. Shc's usuallv
gratcful firr arr opportunity t() talk ab()ut

thc old davs.

"( )h, thc storics I  coul<l tcl l  v()u, young
rrran. Thcrc's plentv o1'rcspcctablc f ir lk

thcsc <lavs as got thcir start in s<>rnc ba<l

busincss."

Strcctrvisc 4, Oral Histor,v 8

Stabi l i t \ ,  2, Sanitv U, I  Icalth 4

Three Things
I) icks bits ol ' ( i rnaginarv) l int of i ' thc

c lothcs o1'pcoplc shc's talking to.

Scattcrs Iliblical rcfbrences throughout

hr:r spccch, somctimcs stopping to

ask if'thc listcncr knorvs 'rvhcrc that's

l iorn'.  Rclals unimportant ir-rf i rrn-rat ion

in a conspiratorial rvhisper.

Hooks
Thc cult mccts at thc samc placc cvcrl'

u'cek: an aban<lt>ned f'actorl' oppositc

rvhich Betty ()pcrates her stall. She

must ha'r.e sccn something.

Bcttv rcads onc of the Inlestigator's

palms, and ami<lst the usual vague

rarnbling, shc mcntions somc

vcry specilic lhcts relevant to the

investigation. Pcrhaps she got luckr', or

mavbe there's something morc at u'ork.

Thc lnvcstigators finrl llcttv rvandering

the strct'ts, l;lir-rded, hcr corncas

cornplctcly whitc ancl oparlr.rc. Shc:

claims sl'rc lost hcr sight altcr trying to

rcad thc palrn ofa strangc, Egvptian-

looking rlan. All shc rcmcmbcrs about

the man's hancl is that hc had'no lif'c

l ine '  at al l .

Kensuke Nakaqama
Sullen fisherman
A Japanesc immigrant, Kensuke

operates a srnall fishing trar'r'ler in

order to support his wif'c and children.

The urrrk is hard ar-rcl Kcnsuke oftcn

enjovs a cluiet drink at his krcal bar

aftcr haul ing in thc catch. A quict
man, hc's ah,vays re-aclv to lcncl a hantl

to a fr icn<I, l rut he rarclv asks l i rr  hclp

himscll'. Thc othcr fishcrn-rcn u'l'rispcr

that Kcnsukc has his grandfathcr's
sw'orcl hi<lclen in his attic at homc.

"l kn<xv thc place r,ou spcak of. I can

take vou there. Aftcr <lark."

Pi lot ing 6

Stabi l i tv 6, Sanitv 6, Health 10

I
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Three Things
Alr,r 'a1's pours out a l i t t lc of each drink
<;n thc f loor' lbr thc sca'.  L)oesn't
makc cycr contact. Laughs rarcly but
loud lv .

Hooks
Kcnsukc' is thc onlr '  f ls l-rcnnan vvho scts
I 'r is ncts near Crou.Rock. I1' therc's
bccn any funnl '  business thcrc at night,
hc's thc onlv one u'h<>'t l  hal 'c- secn i t .

Evcrr 'onc's talking about thc u,circl
ir lol  Kcnsuke haulccl u1; in his net.
Hc's sl'rovving it ofl'rlolvn at tl'rc bar.
Thc thing looks l ikc a ( 'r()ss bctrvecn
an clcphant anrl  a sclui<I, an<l i t 's ma<lc
of sortrc glassr'-grccrr stonc. I)coplc
u'ho touch it havc sor-r-rc lcr,\' strangc
<lrcanrs, anrl  a longing l i rr  t l ' rc sca.

Kcnsukc hasn't  bccn tht '  sarnc srncc
his w,i lc <l ic<I. Thc otht 'r  f ishcrmcn
sav t l ' rcl  see him mooring l ' r is l>oat
Ircar Crou Rock, anrl  going ashrirc.
Sor.r.rt'tinrcs hc gcts arrgrr, rvhcn l'rer
<lr inks an<l thrcatcns cvcryolrc arountl
h i rn ,  c la iming  thcv ' l l  a l l  < l ro r ,vn  'u ,hcn

thc sca ( '()mcs to clain'r i ts on,n'.  Crolv
Rock  is  usua l l r -a r 'o i r l c< I ,  l recausc  i t s
sca ca\ '( 's of lcr no casl rnooring, ancl
strangc sounrls comc li-or.r-r <lcc'-p u.ithin
on storrnv nights.

Walter Palsgrave
Struqqlinq artist
Fivc ycars ago Walter cxhibitcd his
rvork at a major gallcrv in thc cit1,. It
u'as a popular shorv ancl Walter sold
manl picccs. The evcnt rnarked the
high point ofhis carccr.

Sincc thcn, Walter has I'ailcd to
capitalizc on his limitcd I'amc. His

paintings har.e grow.n incrcasinglv
abstract, dark, and chaotic. No*.
Waltcr livcs in a tiny, run-dorvn
apartmcnt, living off a governmcnt
pension for paint ing murals. He's

pathetically attentive to anyone who
admires his r,vork, but othcr artists,

cspccial lv succr:sslul ones, makc hin-r
n'rad rvith jcalousv.

"You knolv, manv of thc great mastcrs
tveren't  apprcciatct l  in their t i rnc.
Thcr-cal led Gauguin an ir l iot,  a

pr im i t i ve .  Yru ' l l  scc .  A l l  o f  thcsc  u  i l l
be u'orth rni l l ions onc dav."

Art 6, Art l - l istory 5

Stab i l i t l  J ,  San i t r -  2 ,  Hea l th  5

Three Things
I)ar-rts fbr l>rcath aftcr long st:rrtcrrct:s.

I ' icks l lakcs ol '  paint o11'his han<ls,
son"ret imcs pic'king healthy skin an<l
<lrau' ing bloo<l, aPParcntlv s' i t l ' rout
t-tot icing. Fl inches at surklcn noiscs.

Hooks
An old paint ing ol 'Waltcr 's shows tht '
bu i l< l ing  bc f i r rc  thc  l l r c .  I1 'hc  pa in te< l
the  ou ts i< lc  o l  thc  bu i l< l ing ,  i t ' s  poss ib lc
hc also rrent insir lc '  i t  anrl  c 'an rcvcal
sornt:thing about tht '  group that usc<l
l t .

Scvcral of 'WaIte r 's nt 'r ' r 'cr pair-rt ings
<lcpict thc san.rc c'urious, Egr pt ian
looking l igurc, the samc pcrson thc
Inlcst igators arc l i r l lor,r, , ing. Has thc
r-nan bccn l tosing f orWaltcr, or is i t
j r-rst coinciclcncc?

Sornc of Waltcr 's paint ings rnatch tht '

policc photograplrs takcn at thc sccr-rc
t>l the ncw s;ratc t>f"r i l tper '  cr imcs.
Thcre's no \\'ay hc coulcl havc sct:n tht:
photographs bccausc they were ncvcr
rclcased to thc publ ic, so cither hc savv
thc murder scencs, or hc someho.r,l,
firresau' u.hat would happen.

0octor Pitman
Alcoholic Doctor
l)octor Raymoncl Pitman isn't the
usual 1930s doctor. His practicc is
in one of thc poorcst parts of town,
and he's frcquently away from it
on house calls to the hobojungles,

rxrrkcr 's camps, and ghcttos. He
carcs t lccplv about pcoplc; the povert l
and clcspcration hc sees arour-rcl him
drives hirn to clr ink and to thc cdge of
sanitv. He can usuallv bc firund either
in his of l icc, drinking ancl u'orking,

or r.r'alkir-rg tl'rc streets to n'rcct his
homclcss cl i t :nts.

" l  scc ki<ls starving in thc r icl ' rcst ci t ics
on Ear th .  F l ies  d r ink in ' thc i r  tears .
You gonna te' l l  mc I can't  have a clr ink
nou,an< l  thcn?"

Mt:<l icinc 8, I)harnracy [] ,

ll,cassurancc 6

Sta[r i l i t r '  2, Sanitr '  8

Ihree Thinqs
Calls rncn' l>unty-boy' anrl  w<>rncn
'princt:ss'.  

lncludcs rcfcrt:nccs to

prctt 'n<l <l iscases in l ' r is sl tccch: 'Thc

guv ha<l a tcrr iblc casc ol 'Fatso's
Incrt ia. 'Waves a f ingcr in t lrc air u'hcn
trving to nrakc a point, as i f '<l ial ing an
invisiblt :  tclcrphonc.

Hooks
That u ino <loctor gll\' \\'as n'rakir-rg his
roun<ls irr the slum thc samc night thc
murclcr occ'urrccl.  Perhaps hc sau'
somr:thing?

The r loctor 's bccn cal lcd ()n to trcat
th t ' s , rn r t  n rvs t ( . r ious  i l l n t ' ss  i r r  r r r , tn r
t l i l l e r t  r r t  par ts  o f  los  n .  lh l i t ' r ' r l s
cxpericnc'c <k:l i r ium ancl a progressir,c
desiccation ol ' the l lcsh. Ht: 's ruled out
a common source of the cl iscasc, and is
at a loss. Hc cal ls on the Invcstiqators
fbr help.

Beset by thc horrors ofthc
Depression, l)octor Pitman has
descendcd deeper into thc clutchcs
of drink. In his del ir ium, hc sccs

shador+.v ligurcs seething arouncl the
room, whispering to him. Thcy tell
him to administer a physiciarr's mercy
to  h is  most  p i t i l u l  cases l  mt ' r r ' y  in
the form of a quiet stiiling, or better
still, a discreet lethal injection. The
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shaclows s' i l l  hclp cnsure hc is ncler

caught, so long as l'rc mutte rs tl'rc:
('orrect ,uvorcls lvhcn he dispatchcs thc
r ict ims.

Esme Hauptmann
Mad scientist
A rcscarc'hcr at thc local col lcgc,
f:srr 'c Hauptmann is stucl l ing l i rr
hcr ckrc' toratc in pl ' rvsics. Thc hours

arc long, anrl  thc lvork is cl i f l ic 'ul t ,

especial lv u' l ' rcn hcr col leagues <lon't
bcl ievc in hcr hr 'pothcsis anrl  r icl icule
hcr expt 'r irncnts. ()nc clay shr: ' l l  prol,c
thcnr al l  \ \ ' r()ng. I  lcr thick glasscs ani l
nrcsst hair makc hcr casv t() ovcrlo<tk,

lrut Esrnt '  is a vastlv intr.r l l igcnt \ \ ,olniut,
.rn<l r langcrously <le<l icatc<l to hcr
work .  Morc  than anv th inq  c lsc ,
[:srnc crave s rccogr-r i t ion. Shc' l l  pav
pirrt icular attcntiorr to anyonc lr , i th
s tanr l ing  as  a  sc icn t is t .

" l{ccor-rf  igurc the l lux caltacri tor! Sct
thc  t l ia l  to  170 < lcgrccs l  I t ' l l  n ,o rk  th is
t i rnc  f i r r  surc ! "

l ' l l 's ics 9

Sta l ) i l i t v  4 ,  San i ty  4 ,  t  I ca l th  6

Three Thinqs
I 'ushcs hcr glasst 's up hcr nose

f requcntly. Chc:ws on thc cnrl  of a

penc i l  (o r  thc  cn< ls  o1 'her  ha i r )  uh i l c
thinking. l)rau's circle-an<l-arror ' l

diagrams on scrap paper t() i l lustratt :

cvcn thc most sinrplc idcas, such

as u'hcre to go f irr  lunch, or u'hich

movics arc playing u'herc.

lIooks
Thc tangled knot- l ikc si lr ,crv object

lbund buried un<lcr the ccl lar f loor

seems to bc cmitt ing somc kind of '
subtle radiat ion. I t  so happens that

Esmc is an expert on radiat ion of al l
k i n d s ,  a n r l  m l  l r t '  a b l e  t o  g i v e  s o m c
insight.

Esme calls the Invcstigators after

somc of the ccluipment shc's becn

usirrg at thc lab goes rnissing. I t

coul<l bc somc: scienti f ical ly min<lct l

cult  bcnt on cal l ing t lorvn an al icn
in tc l l igencc ,  o r  jus t  a  p rank  by  jca lous

c t, l l . ' , r  r t  ues.

It  f inal l l  rrorke<I. Thc cvclotron array
1r., , ,-rghi to bcar on thc r isci l lat ing

crvstal revcrscs thc l lou, of spacc-

t in r r : .  I t  seems l i kc  a  sourcc  o f  ncar

l i rn i t l css  cncrgv .  Or  a t  l cas t  i t  < l i<1 ,

unti l  [)rof 'cssor Pomcroy tr iccl t<r
takt '  a rcacl ing anrl u.as sucke<l int<r
a rotat ing trapczoidal r i f i .  Nolr,

i r i< l t : sccn t  g lobu la r  f i r rms arc
crncrging, hovcring in t l ' rc air l ikc r,ast

ar.r ' r<>t 'bas an<l sirrging l ike tonguclcss

ar rgc ls .  Esrn t ' can ' t  sccm to  c losc
it  r lorvn. Sl-rc's not cvcn surc i l  shc
\\ 'ants t().  I t  sct 'ms hungrr ' .

Michel Novak
Dark poet
A Clze ch p<>i ' t  of sorne fhrnc in his
homc count r r ,  M iche I  i s  rc la t i r . c l r ,
t t t t kn , , r r  n  t ' l s t ' r r  h ,  r , ' .  I  I c  h . rs

ol igratc<l to work on translat ions of
his pocnrs, an<l pal 's t l r t :  bi l ls bv <loing

bar u'ork in thc cvcnirrgs, to his quict
hunr i l ia t ion .  Cr i t i cs  cons ic le r  h is

l)octr l  ovcrlr,  rn<;rbi<l ar-rr l  abstract,
tocus ing  on  cnnu i  an< l  r l rspa i r .
Noncthe lcss ,  hc  has  a  < lcv< i tec l

l i r l lolr ' inq am()ng a t ight circle of

a f l c  ionados.

Michc l  h imsc l f  i s  somcth ing  o f  a
misanthropc. Moodv ancl cl istant,

her oftcn gocs days vvithout talking
to anyone anrl holes hirnsclf  away
in  h is  apar tmcnt .  Whcn he  gocs
out, I'rc \4'ears a long coat w.ith thc
co l la r  tu rnc< l  up  and smokcs  a  p ipe .
Bcncath his brusque cxterior, Michel

is something of a con'aruI, caving

unrlcr a small  amount o1'pressurc.

"Oh, get out of'the \\'av, ).ou
miserable, point less excrescence on
thc backsidc of Gocl."

Art 8, Historv 7

Stabi l i ty 6, Sanity 3, Hcalth 6

Three Things
Closes his cyes, as i futterly exhaustecl,

vvhen he nceds to think about anything.
Goes out of'his vr.ay to be invcntivclv

rucle to peoplc. Slceps with his cycs
open; hc has a habit of fal l ing aslccp in

this manncr in coll'cc houses, so that
rnorc than one vvaitrr:ss has bclicved he
has r l i c t l  o i ' . r  he . r r t  l t t . rck .

lIooks
A book of '  Michcl 's works is f  ound
in a cult ist 's hornc, on a shcl l 'ncxt

to several mvthos-rclated torncs. I t

sccms thc blcakness of 'Michcl 's work

1;ushcrl  thc man ovcr thc cdgc into
insanitv; rathcr than commit suicidc,

horvcvcr, hc chosc to cclcbratc thc

point lcssncss of cxistcncc, l inal lv
'un<lcrstan<ling' that pcoplc arc merc
bags of blood to be spi l lcd.

Scvcral ol Michcl 's l)ocms sccm to
rlcscribc phcnomcna and cnti t ics
similar to those cncountcrc<l by the
Invcstigators. Is Michcl just a sensit ivc
sou l  p t ' r t t i r  ing  too  mut  h ,  o r  i s

somcthing t larker at work?

A cabal ol 'Michcl 's r lcrrrted aclmirers
have clc<l ic 'ated thcrnsclves to publ ic
theatr ical ' intcrprctat ions' of '  his
r'vork, r.r,hich arc csscntiallv rituals

in al l  but namc. Thcir sourcc tcxt
is a rarc l imitecl c<l i t ion col lcct ion

callcrl Fragments gl my Father's Skull.

What's w()rse, an\,onc rcacl ing the

poems aloud, espccial ly thc l lnal

cpic pocm A Deep an<l Coiling Dread It
ll/as I Kneu', seems to come under the

power of 'a malevolcnt al ien f orce a

manif'cstation of Hastur. Only two

hundrecl signed and numbercd copies
o l - the  book  rvc r t 'p r in ted ,  bu t  thcy

could bc anywherc.

I
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Auqusta Spnaque
Strict otphanage owner
' [ - l ' rc 

ou'ner anrl  mistrcss of a local

orphanagc, Miss Spra-quc runs her

l>usiness r 'vi th a f irm han<1. Shc is only

twentv sevcn, but coul<l easi lv bcr

ni istaken for thirtr ' -ninc.

' Io 
her, thc chiklrcn arc sirnply units:

sor-ncthing rvI'ricl'r sl're rnust ltrovitlc
s  i th  thc  min i rnum neccssarv  amoLrn t
o l  nu t r i t io t r  . t t t , l  t . t r .  ,  l i , r '  . r  l i ' ,  .
Ncithcr crucl nr>r cspcrc' ial  ly crnpatl-r ic ' ,

Miss Spraguc prir le- 's hcrscl l 'on a c' lcan,

cf l icicnt laci l i t r .  SI 're ucars hcr hair

in a t ight bun, an<l has st i l l ly starcl ' r t '<l

t ' lothcs. I lcne ath I ' rcr prirn cxtrrr ior,

Miss  Spraguc  is  lonc l l ,  a r r< l ,  though shc

l)uts up a st i f l  laiarlc, sht '  is vulncrablt '

to romantic att t 'nt ion.

"We l l  norv !That ' s  a  f inc  rncss !  Who,

rnav I ask, is g<>inq to c' lcan i t  up?"

Asscss Honestv 6, Int inr i<lat ion 4

Stab i l i t r  8 ,  San i tv  6 ,  I I ca l th  6

Three Thinqs
Whcn anqn,  q ivcs  cmphas is  to  hcr

rrort ls l>v uhacking a han<ly objcct
(such as a bookl on a ncarby surlhcc,

suclr as an infhnt 's hcacl.  l 'ce rs or,cr

hcr glasses in an accusatt)rv rnannc.r.

Insists that lrcsh air is ncc'cssarv fbr

h , ' r l th ,  and t  hus  , ,pcns  u  in , l , ,w ls

constantlr , ,  mcaning rooms tcn<l to bt '

icv cokl in hcr prcscnce.

Hooks
Thc chi ld of somc long-deccased

cult ists thc Invcstigators arc tracking

n'as placcd in Miss Spragucr's care

some years ago. Perhaps thc child

noulcl rememl>cr something, i f  the

Invcstigators u'r:re able to talk with

hirn.

A fjre at thc orphanage attracts the

attention of thc Investigators. In the

wrcckage, thc cntrance to a system

o1'unrlcrgroun<l tunnels is founcl: thc

nrccting placc- ol a cult  that r lust havc

gathcrt:d hcre long bclorc nrarrv ofthc

tor'r,n's builclings \l'cre ercctt'<1.

W l r t ' n  t  h i l r l r t  n  \ t , u ' t  g o i n g  r r r i s s i n q

at thc orphanagc, Ar"rgusta Sprague

is thc l i rst susl)cct. Dcspcratt ' ,  shc

cal ls thc investigators to provt '  that i t

u'as rrol her, but a cult- l ikc circlc of

thc chi l t lmn tht 'rnsclvcs, who rvcre

rcspons i l> lc .

Everett Sharpe
Fake Adventurer
Sharpt ' 's nar-nc a<lorns thc t 'ovt 'r  of '

ncarlv a <lozcn ir<lvt 'nturc books. 
' l 'hc

author irn<l hcro ol such talt 's .rs lnto

thc , lnozon an<l Tbnrbs of thc Phanrohs,

Sharlrc also c' lainrs a <loctoratt '  in

Archcokrgy , .  [ i xpcr ts  in  thc  I i c l< l

univcrs.r l lv re vi l t '  hinr an<l chin'rs o1'

plagiarisn'r,  cxaqgcration, .rnt I  outr igl ' r t

l v i r t l '  l r l r  t '  t lo1 t , ' ,  .1  l t i s  t  . t r  , ' t  r  .

With his tr im l i t t lc rnustacht '  antl

cron black hair,  sornctirncs ol l ,sct l>v a
r l l l  o t '  t r , r o ' *  o 1 ' r ; r r l h , , 1  m . r n l v  s t u l r l r i r . ,

hc cuts a rakish l ' igurc. Betut ' t 'n his

fbrals into r lark continernts, I i lcrctt  is

the l i f i '  anrl  soul ol t l ' rc social circuit .

Ht: plavs his rolc unflagginglv, t 'vcn in

thc fhcc of inc'ontrovcrt i [r lc t ' r ' i r lcnce of

his hing. Thc orrh thing that c'an lrrcak

his covcr is phvsic'al r langcr, o1'rvhich

he is <lcathlv afrai<1.

" l  l las in thc uppcr rcaches o1'thc

Orinoco, hunting lirr Dar'r'kins'

Orchid . you w<rulr ln' t  havc hcard of
it, Stcphanie - r,vhcn I encountcred thc

Whitc Crocodile. I t  rvas easi ly the sizc

of this dining tablr:  of yours, nose to

tip. I darc say I'm the only tvhite man

to havc seen i t  and l ived!"

Archeology 3, Athlet ics 3,

Fleeing 9, Flattery 7

Stability 4, Sanitv 6, Health T

Three Thinqs
Acts as i f 'hc has rret pcople lrel irrc,

ref'crring to cvcnts thcy rverc not at,

ancl occasional lv cal l ing thern [. l r ,  the

\\ ' rong l lalnL'.  Squt 'czcs too har<l s'hcn

he shakcs hands. El iects an English

acccnt lvhich crat:ks rvhcn hc is unrlcr

cxtr( 'nrc stress, rcvcal ing his nativc

lJostonian origin.

Hooks
An art i f ict rcccntlv corne' into the

h'n'cst ig.rtor's posst'ssior-r secrrs t()

c:ornc l iorn au obsc'urc Paci l ic islan<1.

Sharpc \r ' rotc a book alxrut a visi t  t<r

tha t  vc r l  i s lanr l .

Shar;;c hc'ars of '  tht '  Invcstigators'

ac t i v i t i cs ,  an< l  o l l i ' r s  h is  hc lP  in

ln a<lvis<>n capacitr ' .  Hc sce rns

knon lc< lgcab lc  an< l  cor r ipc tc r r t ,  . r t  l cas t

at f i rst.  Soon hc's trying to i l (( ' () tr l)anv

thc invcstiqators ,uvhcrcvcr thc_r'  go.

l l izarrt '  aninral urut i lat ir>us secn.r t<r

Iol lorv Sharpc ar<>untl  thc countrv

on h is  l rook  s ign ing  tour .  I I i s  tour

inr 'olvt 's st 'r 'cral spcaking cnl lJg( 'rnents,

xhcrc ancio-rt  art i f .rcts loant '<l l i 'on'r a
lr luscurlt  arc uscrl  as st ' t  <lrcssing. 

- l- l ' r t '

I t ' tost i tnprcssivc ;r i t 'ct '  is a hunran-

sizc:<l statuc f l 'onrTibct o1'a pot-bcl l ic<l
c rca tur ( 'u , i th  an  c lcphant  l i kc  hea< l ,

a humanr>i<l bo<lv, an<l orlcl lv ir-rscc't i lc

eYes.

'Mama' Bette Washinqton
Expert Fence
As she is a f 'cnce l i rr  hal l the c' i ty, not

much ol anv importance gcts bought

or solcl on thc black rnarket s' i thout

Mama l lcttc hcaring about i t .  Hcr

si:ecialty is old or unusual i terns that

might bc hard to placc othenr.isc. Shc

has a knack lbr lincling the right buvcr

lbr stolcn artifacts or hcirlooms, u.hich

makes hcr thc darling of cat burglars

and o lh t ' r  t ' n le  rp r is ing  th ic r  t  s .

Bette's heyday was thc 'Roaring'

Twenties and she's tiring of thc.

r
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criminal life' nor'ri Shc's looking firr a

\\'av to turn her consiclcrable acufilcn

into a lcgit irnate busincss. I t 's almost

impossiblc t() get onc ovcrr on Mama

llctte, but shc can't  sa),no to an

irrtcresting proposition. Shc is ahvavs

rvi l l ing to cut a dcal.

"Look, u hr '  <lon't  \ ' ()u savc us both

a lot of t i rnc, <lrop al l  thc rnvstic-

schmvstic stufI ,  anrl  ci thcr shou. mc

thc grccn or get ofTthc .qoddamn pot.
J'hcn uc c'an all go horr-rc. You got a

I 'rome, r ight? Forget i t .  Idon't  r ' r 'ant

to knor,r.."

Strcctu iser 9, Art ' l rcologr'  5,

Historv 7, Bargain 9

Stabi l i t \ '  8, Sanitr 4, Hcalth 6

Three Things
I)rcf 'crs to stavs scatet l  most of ' thc

t in-rc, mtx' ir-rg hcr han<ls unclcr hcr tk 'sk

rvhcrc thcv can't  bc sccn. Smokcs

cigars in prcfcrcncc to cigarcttcs.

Ir l icks through a largc [>ook of nan.rcs

an<l acl<lrcsscs; she's <loorl lccl an

animatcrl  st ick-f igurc scclucncc in thc
( 'orner, ancl as she r i f i lcs thc pagcs, thc

stick f igurcs copulatc jcrki lr ' .

Hooks
An Inr.e-stigator r.vith tl'rc Streetrvisc

abi l i t l  traccs several ol a cult ist 's

ceremonial \veapons back to Marlra

Bette. Shc may be ablc to reveral r,r'h<>

clse is in the cult ,  anrl  u'hat othcr

artifacts the1, might p()sscss.

A str ing ofhigh-profi lc robbcrics

of museums and private col lcct ions

cventuallv lcads the lnvc'stigators to

Mama Bettc's door. Shc doesn't  havc:

the items thcmselves, but they u'crc

stolen to order for a client. Mcrlie'r'al

torturc implements, slave branding

irons, cups lor surgical bleeding:

someone is putting togcther quitc a

sinister collection.

Mama Bette has finally'gone straight'

and opened her or.r'n antiquities shop,

buying ancl sclling across the countrv.

A local cr imc lross insists she continue:

I r t ' r  uork  l i ' r  h i rn ,  . rn , l  lh t  cnsu ing

conflict turns ugly rvhcn Bctte cuts a

<lcal u' i th thc local hoo<loo man ror

a i<1 .

Professor Dempseq
Bumbling Academic
l ' rof 'essor l{onalcl Dcnrpscv is thc <lcar-r

of 'Arche'ologl at thc locaI Univcrsitr ' .

In his da1'hc vvas consi<lt :rcd quitc
thc cxpert,  but he's now somcthing

ol 'a crackl;ot,  rvi th long out-ot-<latc

thcories, orl ious pcrst>rral habits, anrl

. l t t  ( ' L ( ( ' n t t ' i (  t o l l t ' t t i , , t t , r l  a r t i [ . r t t s ,

manv of which arc consir lcrcd jurrk or

lakcs bv nro<lcrn scholart.

l ) cmpscv  spen i ls  most  o l  h is  t i rnc

shufl l ing aroun<l thc hal ls of thc

Llnivcrsitr ' ,  ucaring a nroth catcn

n'oolcn sl lcatcr, his hair unkcml;t .  His

col lcaguc's <lcr i<lc hinr f i rr  a history

of 'bungling that has st ' t ' rr  scvcral

<l igs shut <l<xvn, inclu<l ing son'rc t l ' rat

hacl pror.nise<l thc most thri l l ing an<l

controvcrsial rcvclat ir>ns about hurnan

historv.

"A  mummi l l c r l  ncs t  o f 'anc icn t

Scluamata? Wcll ,  that ' l l  bc r ight up my

allcr ' ,  bccausc, \ 'ou sc( ' ,  I ' r 'c mailc an

in t imatc  s tu< lv  o f  rcp t i l cs .  Ip rac ' t i ca l l v

spcak thcir langr.ragt:."

Archcologr'  9, Histon' 8,

Cthulhu Mvthos 4

Stab i l i t v  4 ,  San i t r '  2 ,  Hea l th  l

Three lhinqs
Pulls compulsir.cly at loose thrcacls

on his su'catc'r. Inclurlcs the vr,orrls
'because, 

you see' u, i th macldening

trcquencv in conversation. Patronizcs

all rvomen, lvithout cxccption.

Hooks
A jar of pcrf'cctly pre scrved Ancicnt

Egyptian honey, a vital component of

a part icular spcl l  to bin(l  the Hounrls

ofTindalos, is rumore.<l to be part of

[)cmpsey's col lcct ion. Naturalh, hc's

unw'illing t() l)art u'ith it. Hc says

tl'rat hc clocsn't trust that it u.on't

gct brokcn or lost.Thcrc seems to

be anothcr lcvel to his rcluctancc,

hou,cvcr; i t  sccms almost l ikc hc's

trving to savc the Invcstigators fr-on-r

thcmselvcs.

An a<lministrati\.cr err()r, tor whicl-r

l)rofcssor l)ernpscv is to blamc, rcsults

in a Univcrsitr ' - l>ascrl  invcstigator

bcin-q transfi'rrccl au,ay fi-om an

i lnlx)rtant r l ig in Scotlan<l on thc cr,c

of 'a grcat <l iscovcrr ' .  Dempscv clocsn't

secm to unrlcrstancl that that thc <l ig

r';tn no ltrn!r.'t' l'o ahc,rrl.

A ncs' lv cl tctc<l boar<l <>f ' trustccs f irr

thc Univcrsity sceks to har,c Profcssor

l)crnpscy l j rcr l  for incor.r-rpctencc. Hc
(() lncs to thc Irrvestigatr>rs lor hclp,

convince:r l  that a sccrt: t  cult  amorrg

tht: stalf  is rt 'sponsi l>lc.Thcy want him

out ,  bccausc ,  vou  scc ,  hc 's  becn l i r i l i ng

thcir plarrs l i rr  Icars.

Halima
Egqptian Priestess
A r.r,itch, a tc'acher, a proPhct, Halin.ra's

Irame is rcvcrcd among <' landcstinc

c'ults across thc countrt.  Shc alrvavs

sccms to tLlrn up whcrc she-'s most

rrccclccl:  suggcsting a l i rrmula t<r

. ln  ( ' cc ( 'n t l ' i (  tn l lhc t t r r l i<  i rn ,  a t  l inq

as a musc to a clebauchcd poet, or

transcribing lulminant spcl ls to a

po'r,r.cr-hungrv busincssman.

Halima is str iking to look at, u' i th

Egvptian fcatures anrl a hookecl nosc;

hcr age is impossible- to guess. Hcr

motives arc cqualh' inscrutable, though

thcrc arc many rumors. Somc sav

she secks to resurrcct he'r long <lcacl

son, u.ho shc had groomcd to rulc

alongside hcr as her inccstuous cohort;

others speculate that shc w'ishes t<r

travel somcho'n' to Egvpt in the timc
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o1'the I 'haraohs, n'hcre shc senses shc

trulv belongs.

Thc most insit l ious ruln()rs of 'al l  sav

sht '  norks to sLl lr lmon a bcing outsicle

thc knou,n cl imcnsions of rcal i tv (but

given a figurativc lorn'r an<l narne br'

ar.vct l  ancicnt Egyptian pri t 'sts) an<l t<r

rulc as i ts <lcr 'otccl thral l .  t  Icr exact

powers art:  unknolvrr,  but thc stories

al l  rgrcc that thcre is a poucr in hcr

gazc that saps t lrc rvi l l .  Scasoncrl

invcstigators l>t ' l icvc that shc has

ma<lc a c() lnpac't  rvi th thc half ' -hurnan

I 'ral l  scaral> things that crau l  bcncath

tht '  sirn<ls of 'Egr,pt,  an<l that thcv
scut t l c  t r>  sc rv t '  hc r  th rough unknou n

passagc\\,avs in spacc w'hcrcvcr shc ma_t

l > c  i n  t h t ' n o r l < 1 . .

"Scc, I  bring thc kr-rott t ' r l  str ing, nrv

l i t t l c  j ru rp ing  jack .  ( )h ,  < lo  r ro t  l i ' a r

t l ca th  so .Vrur -  lacc  sha l l  snr i le  w ' i r l t ' ,  so

r r  i t l c .Vrur  ton{uc  sha l l  s t i ck  ou t ,  l i kc '  . r

nauqhtv sc hool l .><>v. Yr>Llr arlns arr<l lcgs

sh. r l l  t l r>  a  l i t t le  < lanc  c .  
- fhe  

rc .  l ' h t ' r c !

Hou happv I  havc  nr r< le  vou. "

Ass t ' ss  F loncs tv  8 ,  l l i s to ry

10,  C l thu lhu  Mvthos  u ,

In t in r ic la t io r . r  8 ,  l3arga in  8 ,  Ar t

5

Stab i l i t r  10 ,  San i t r  1 ,  t l ca l th  5

Three Things
Fingcrs anvthinq long ancl l lcxiblc that

she can qct l'rcr han<ls or-r: thc sash o1'

a clrcssing go\\ 'n, a tcle phonc cablc,

a lengtl-r ol curtain corr l .  I{cars ult

surl<lenh' f  rom a sit t ing posit ion, l ike a

str ikir-rg cobra. When men are sit t ing
rkxvn in hcr prcsence-, she n'i]l cross

thc room and knead thcir shoulr lcrrs as

if  to so<ithc thcnr, 'n ' i thout n-arning or

explanation, an<l rvi thout brcaking the

l l , , rv  o l  h t ' r  t  o t t r . t ' r s l l  ion .

Hooks
A cult ist,  \ 'hen questioned, says he
rcccived his ibis-headccl ccremonial

knifc from an Egyptian woman. She

shon'ccl up out of norvhere to give

thcm thc knif 'c an<l no one knou's

u'hcrc sl'rc is nor'r'.

IJal inra is t .rngential lv involvcrl  in thc

investigation thc acquaintancc of onc

ol thc cult ists, a cl icnt of thc <lcrarrgccl

paintt ' r ,  or the ncn' ou ncr of the

housc rvhcrc thc murclt ' rs took placc.
No tangiblc conrrcct ion can Irt 'ma<lc

bctlr,cc'n hcr anrl thc casr:, vct she

st 'crns rcmarkablt knos lcclgcable.

Sornetl ' r ing ol 'Hal irna's has l>ct 'n stolen,

ar-rcl posing as an ar-nat( 'Ll l-  Egvptologist,

shc asks the Inlest igators t() r( 'co\ '( ' r

i t .  As thc irrr. 'cst igation unfol<ls, thc
itcr"n's truc l)urp()sc is rcvt:alt ' r l .  Thc

<>bjr:ct,  a lront '  ratt lc, sl lnun()ns ( lLl( 'cr

l-ralf  -st arab cnti t i t 's,  l ikc l ' rur-rc hc<l-or cr

human bcings w,i th -{ learning c.1ral).1c( 's

an< l  n izc r rc t l  l i t t l c  l cgs .  Thcy  u . i l l

fo l low '  thc  ra t t le  n , ie l< lc r ' ' s  cornrnan< ls ,

lrut are c;r-r ic k to tLlrn ()n a sunlrn()n( 'r

w h o  s h o w s  s i g n s  o l ' w e a k n e s s .

Loretta Potts
Sinister Housewife
Lorctta st l lcs hersclf  as t l ' rc pt 'r fccrt
hous t 'w ' i f c .  [ ) inncr  i s  on  thc  tab lc

s hcn hcr hrrsban<l conrcs honrr.,  antl

thc hor,rsc is alrvavs scrupulouslv clt 'an.
' l ' hc t '<k rn ' t  

h lc  anv  ch i l< l ren  vc t ,
lrut cvcn thor"rgh shc's nearing thirty,

thc rc 's  p lcn t r '  o l ' t i rnc .  As  l i r r  hobb ics ,

shc's an activc mcrnl>e'r t>f thc qui l t ing
circler, t l ' rc houscholt lcr 's associat ion,

irnd thc local church. Though thcrc: 's

nothirrg real lv strangc about Mrs.

Potts, pc'oplc tlon't lvarnr to hcr.

She's alvl'ays a littlc rcscrvcd, a littlt:

art i l lc ial.

"Coff 'cc? Of coursc! Hcrc 1'ou arc!

Sugar? Crcam?What's that? It tastes

funny? I 'm surc that 's just the pine
fiagrance you can smell. Arc you
f'eeling tired? Why not have a lie-

dow-n?"

l l ,cassurance 6, Craft 6,

Bargain 5

Sr . r l ) i l i r \  l .  S r r r i t l  o ,  Hc r l t l r  5

Three Things
Sings along to t l ' re ra<l io, lvhich is

aln'avs on, just on thc w rong si<lc of

r-rnc'on-rf ortably I ou<1. Washcs hc r l-ran<ls

corr-rpulsivelv cve'r l  hour. ( lonstantlr '

asks peoplc i f ' thcv nccd thc bathroom,

if  thct '  knon' u herc i t  is, ancl i l  ther '

nccd anything to takc up therc.

l looks
Ycs, shc <l id happen to scc the car that

stoppc<l in the ncighbor's <lr ir-enar,

last night. Shc rcn-rcrnberrs i t  rvas at

10: 1 2 t)M, an<l t l ' re'r ,  stalc<l fbr half  an

hour. l-hosc lolk across thc strt 'ct arr '

a  bar l  sor t ,  a lnavs  coming; rn< l  go ing  a t

strangc hours, an<l plaf ing s()mc vcr)

s t r ' . lng( '  r r rus i t .  A  lo t  o l ' i r r r ru i { r . rn ts

alw'ays I ' rang arounrl thcrc too, an<l

xlr Anorl thcr ' ' rc nothing but troulr lc.

Thcy'rc just not / i frc us, arc thcv?

L,orctta can tcl l  thc Invcstigators al l

alrout Mr. Winthrop, thc r.n.rn thcr ' ' r t '

hunting. [Jc l ivcs <lr>r 'vn thc strct ' t ,  an<l

shc's intcrvieut '<l hinr sc'r ' t ' ral  t inrcs t irr

thc lrouschol<lcr 's associat ion. Ht"s a

quccr s()rt  anrl  ncvcr kccl;s t l -re lan n

in any kint l  o1' l i t  statc. Sht '  tr icr l  to

conrc intr> his housc, oncc, u hcn hc lct

thc rnai l  pi lc r-rp in his lctt trbox, nncl

hc got lcrv angrl ' .  She 
's 

surc thcrc's

s<r'rrt ' thing not quite r ichr al>out that

No, shc hasn't  hcar<l l j -oln hcr

husban<l in clavs. Hc's on a l>usinr 'ss

tr ip, overscas sotnelr 'hcre. She ncver

thought to ask sherc. Ot coursc, thc

Invcrstigators should stay lirr a cr-rp o1

cofl'ec and somc home bakcd pie . That

tapping noise fl'orn tht: bascrnent?

That's just the plumbing. Jcrrv alrvavs

says he's l lx i t ,  but hc nevcr docs. That

rvhining sound is just thc ncighbor's

dog; i t  always makcs such a ruckus

whcn he gocs out.
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Benedict Deane
Devoted Pastor
The pastor of a small local church,

Bcncclict is licrccly loyal to his

congrcgation. Hc knou's intimatc

details ol everv<)ne's lil.cs, an<l he

makcs surc to tcncl to their pers<;nal
nccrls, as u-cl l  as thc spir i tual.

Hanclsomc ancl politc to a f'ault, hc

comcs across as fr iencl ly, i f  a l i t t lc st i f I .

He has a great respect lbr tradition,

ancl pref'ers to do things the r.vay

thcv'r 'c ah.vavs bccn clon.,.

Sti l l  a bachclor, hc's caught thc cyc

ot 'a number of the u'omen in his

congregation, though hc spends most

of 'his lrcc t imc caring fbr his aging

rnothcr. Romantic attcntion makcs

IJcnedict cxtrcmcly uncomlortablc

an<l hc' l l  <lo almost anything to cscapc

it.  On thc othcr han<I, he warms

in.rmcrl iatcly t() anyonc who rvi l l

r l iscuss thcology rvith him, cvcn i f ' thcv

rlon't  sharc his vicws.

"No, I  insist you stav thc night. l t 's thc

vcry least I  can do, after you've come

so fhr. I 'm surc Mother woukl love to

mcct you."

Asscss Honcsty 6, Rcassurancc

7, Oral History T,Thcology 9

Stabi l i ty 6, Sanitv 4, Hcalth 6

Three Thinqs
Continually liddles with his tie,

which he never seems to be able to

get straight. Likes to quote I'rom

Shakespeare on the subject of u'omen

and superficiality, especially Hamlet's
'Let her paint an inch thick, to this

favor she must come' and'Frailty,

thy name is w'oman'. Is fascinatecl by

motor cars though he does not own

one, ancl asks cxcitcd qucstions of

anyone who drives: 'So, tell me, what

exactly does the mdBneto do?And how

fast can one go, downhill?'

Hooks
Bcncdict intcrvcnes lr.hen the

Invcstigators interviclv ser.eral of his

parishioners. He politely but lirmly

demands to knou' what they want and

u,hy thev'rc bothering his llock. He

mav reveal some important clue in the

course of the discussion.

When several members of the parish

go missing, Bcnr.:dict is sure that

thcrc is an cxplanation lor it bcyond

r,vhat the policc have cliscovcrcd. If'

askccl,  hc has a wcalth of information,

thcorics, and lcads fbr thc Invcstigators

to fbllorv.

Benecl ict 's mothcr is on thc cclgc of

succumbing to old agc. Though hc:

prays nightly, his lai th is sl ipping;

is thcrc truly any cvitlcncc for thc

sou l ' s  surv iva l?  In  h is  dcspcra t ion ,

hc's turncd to somc of ' thc musty old

lrooks kcpt in thc bascmcnt l>cncath

thc church. Now an unholy l i f 'c

burns in his mothr:r,  rcvcal ing i tscl l '

aftcr darkncss has lal lcn. I ly day, shc

is a swcct, l iai l  old lady; by night

she commands him to do al l  manncr

of unspcakablc acts in thc namc of

Mor t l igg ian .  Th . ' re  must  l r t  l r ibu t r ' .

continual tr ibutc, or thc old woman's

boncs u' i l l  bc rackctl  l rom u' i thin.

,, *,,,, U,, ^,,,,,, :, :,: ! i,,
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Curnsrs
Kenneth Blackwell
Frat-Boq Sorcerer
A co l l cqc  scn io r  ma jo r ing  in

Anthropology, Kcnncth is secretly

obscsscd vr.ith thc promise of inhuman

powcrs and dark ritcs hinted at in

some of his morc obscure tcxtbooks.

He's originallv from a wcalthy lamil1

but his lather has stipulatecl that nonc

of'thi: r,vcalth will go to Kenneth

unlcss he 'makes something of himself '

f i rst,  a condit ion which Kenneth f inds

sickcning and thwarting. l{ather than

pan<lcr to his father's wishes, Kenncth

wants to takc a short cut to power.

(  )n  th t '  sur l i t  t ' .  h t  
' s  

t  h . r rming ,

pol i tc and evidentlv wcl l-brcd.

An Invcstigator rvoulcl havc to bc:

cxtraorcl inari ly pcrccptivc to noticc

how Kcnncth's u,holc body sccthcs

r,r i th trustrat i ,rn rnd p( 'nt-up anq('r.

Only in his privatc r i tuals can hc

cxprcss thc bcstial ragc hc truly fcels.

"Thalassa, thalassa. Thc sca, thr: sca.

l)on't  you lovc thc way thc u'ords

sound? Thc Ancicnt Grccks surc knr:r,r'

how to r,r,r i tc.. .  evocativclv."

Anthropologv 6, Scufl l ing 5,

Stcalth 4, Cthulhu Mythos 2

S r . r b i l i r ) :  8 ,  S . r n i r l  2 ,  H e a h h  8

Three Thinqs
Scratchcs his Ivy Lcaguc haircut;

punches peoplc'playful ly '  on thc

shoulder to sholl' camaradcric;

makcs subtlc insults u'hile appearing

poli te ,  such as'You got stvle, sir.  Not

cveryone could rvear an old suit like he

just bought it ycsterday. I admire that.'

Michnel Pool
Jock Lackeq
Kenneth's roommatc and closest

confidant, Michael is often fbrced to
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do the dirty work for Kenneth's latest
project. He doesn't share Kenneth's
obsessions, but he'd do anything to stay
close to his friend and he's seen too
much to turn back now.

"We got to dig deeper. If we put him
in now, some hobo's dog's just gonna
dig him right back up. Gotta be at
least six f'eet. Oh God."

History 5, ScufIling 7,
Athletlcs /

Stabi l i ty 2, Sanity 2, Hcalth l0

Three Things
Bites his knuckles; flips a baseball bat

in the air and catchcs it; wipes sweat
from his f-acc with his sleeve.

Lilith Hawthorne
Sorcerous Prot0qe
Lilith comes from a family of
'mountain 

witches',  isolated folk
who've dwclled in the same dcsrick (a
simple cabin made from strong logs,
with a cloor that can be barrecl) fbr
generations. Decent lblks shun them,
and nobody ever secs them exccpt
when they come down to the town
once a week for supplies. Evcrybody
knows they hold commerce with the
Old Ones, up on the mountain peak
where the high stones are.

Lilith's the first of her kin to go to
the city. She still has a thick accent)
though she manages to pass in polite
society. Her dark-eyed beauty makes
up for anv lack of social sophistication.
More than one gentleman has found
her charms irresistible, only for his
body to wash up on the shore weeks
Iater with a ragged cavity in his left
breast. Meanwhile, Lilith's mother
Amelia is unwrapping the latest soggy
parcel to arrive, with a broad smile for
her clever daughter.

"Oh my. You keep puttin' these drinks

r--
5t

into me, thcre's no tell in' whatl may
do."

Occult 8, Intimidation 6,
Weapons 4

Stability 10, Sanity 3, Health 8

Three Things
Looks through her long lashes; eats

with her fingers and licks the grease
off with great relish; spits on the floor
(as discreetly as possible) whenever
anyone mentions God, Christ, Jesus,
or any similar religious term.

Amelia Hawthorne
Feral Mountain Witch
Lilith's mother Amelia stays at home to
care for Olcl Grandpappy, rvho's pretty
much grown into the bed novr,'; those
old warts of his have sprouted out all
snakey-like, coilin' around thc timbcrs
and frame. He ain't comin' out, not
unless they take a hatchet to him.

Amelia lives on the very fringe of
society, carrying on a tradition of
depraved rituals. Her daughter may
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be grorvn up and gone to the big city,
but she's still a Havuthorne, and shc
knows to come when her kin call.
Amelia's magic isn't thc high minded

ritual sort;  she's al l  poppets, herbs,

and taiismans made of snake skin ancl
knuckle boncs.

"Whittlin' down this little branch, I

speak my enemy's name. Whittlin'

the flesh off of his bones, I spcak my

cncmy's name. So mav thc flcsh fall.
Pcel and fall. Peel and fall."

Occult 6, Stealth 8, Shadowing

6, Weapons 4, Fircarms 6

Stah i l i l v  2 .  S . rn i ty  2 ,  He, r l th  l0

Three Things
Strops kni'r,cs while talking tcr

visi tors; rcsponds to bird song in thc
background by replying with a pcrf-cct
whist lcd imitat ion; glances over hcr

shoulcler pcriodical ly, as i f  rcassuring

hcrsclf  that someone unsccn was st i l l

therc.

Miriam Weber
Dging Widow
A middle-aged widorv, Miriam

recently lbund that she's dying o1'
intestinal canccr. Miriam is I'urious

at the poor hand f'atc has dealt her,

and she's vowed to use any means to

prolong her lif'e, cvcn if that means

throwing in hcr lot with the local

quack doctor and his circlc o1'cult-like
fbllowers.

Miriam has a collection of colorecl
liquids in bottles in her hanclbag at all

times. These are worthless placebos;
it's the ritual chanting that rejuvenates

her. Even that isn't keeping her on her
feet fbr long, though, so she's looking

fnrward to her acceptance into the
lnner Circle. Therc's something they
can do that'll cure you forever, or
so they say. She's been told it's like

shedding your skin, to be born anew...

"l can't abide a skcptic. You hold your
viervs, and you'rc r'velcome to them.

I'11 go with lr'-hat r,vorks for me."

Assess Honesty 5, Mcdicine 5

Health 3

Three Thinqs
Thlks quietly and calmly about death;

takes littlc sips fi'om her collection of
bott les; wcars dark glasses al l  thc t imc,
rcfusing to remove thcm cvcn incloors.

Ekon Luthuli
Devoted lultist
A deck han<l f lom North Afr ica,

Ekon frcqucnts ports al l  ovcr thc
worltl. As hc speaks a srnattcring of'
many difl'erent languagcs, hc's ablc
to l ind a nichc ancl a sourcc of i l l ic i t

employmcnt u'hcrcvcr his ship is

bcrthccl.  Hc's also sccn thc vcry worst

of humanitv in thc <l istant ports hc's

visi tccl,  but rathcr than rcpcl l ing him,

thc violcncc ancl vicc has cnticc<l him

to cmbracc it lully.

Hc's sccn nakecl, enormously fht

womcn smeared with chccsc ancl

lighting rats olf with thcir bare hands

and teeth in Paris; in Istanbul, he

watchcd mcn blind themselves bcfbrc

a statue ol somcthing f innerl and

ogrish; in Hong Kong, he sucked the
meat f.rom a human toc while a harpist

played Christian sacramental music.

Nonc of this is enough. Hc burns to

knorv more.

"Thc sca has manv tongucs. If you let

them caress vou lbr long cnough, they

will w-hisper to you in dreams."

Athletics 8, Scuffling 6,

Weapons 6, Languages 9

Health 9

Three Things
Smokes hand-rolled cigarettes; swears

in French; llirts boldly, but only with
young men.

Tuia Wolcott
Vengeful Tribeswoman
Born into a tribe living deep in the

Amazon,Tuia l ived with her people
until thc age of 16, when a whitc:

anthropologist came to studv thc

tribe. In an exchangc of gifts,Tuia was

marriccl to thc anthropologist, Earnest

Wolcott. Shc accompaniecl him upon

his tleparturc. Now, f'ar fiom her

homc, shc misscs hcr l i t -e in the lbrests.

Shc has lcft hcr husbancl, and taken up

r,r''ith a ncw group who seem hungry

for knol l ' ledge of thc sccrct rcl igion of

hcr peoplc.

"Plcasc, havc a bowl of stcw. Thcre

is plcntv f irr  cvcryonc. What is i t?

Monkcy  bra ins ,  o f ' coursc .  Ha!  I  am
joking. I t  is onlv bccf. Oh mistcr, vou
shoul<l scc your fhcc."

Athlct ics 5, Cthulhu Mythos 2

Three Things
Rarely bctrays any cxpression, talking

in a l lat monotonc; mocks those rvhr>

attcmpt to patronize her, bv playing
the part of the 'clumb savagc ' ; walks

barefoot in city streets, hccrllcss o|
brokcn glass and dirt.

Nancg Wriqht
Boted Housewife
Thc wif'c of a career police ofTicer,

Gabriel Wright, Nancy's ambition lbr

her husband has bccn thwarted by his

simple, sellless goals: pctty things like

f'airncss, justice and streets that are saf'e

to walk at night. Infuriated w.ith his

plodding Boy Scout approach to lif'c,

she's taken her luture into her ow'n

hands. If Gabe isn't going to bring her

what's best in the world, then she rvill

damn rvell get it for herself.
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Shc's experimentcd r.r ' i th entertaining
'gcntlernan visi tors'  bchinrl  her

husbancl's back rluring the tlay, br-rt

thc moner. isn't goorl cnough an<l

the thri l l  th<led quicklv. Now shc's

<lcterminccl to firrgc conncctions rvitl'r

thc rcal movcrs ancl shakcrs; gangstcrs,

pcrhaps, or smugglers, i f  shc can

find anr' .  Shc's b<>re<l, arnbit ious, ancl

intel l igcnt adangcrous cornbination.

"You going to talk al l  r lav, honev, or arc

wc going to <lo i t? Yeah, I 'n.r serious.

Flcre. I{ ight herc, on the kitchr:n table

l{ ight <m his go<l<lamn morning papcr."

lJurcaucracy 8, Asscss IJoncsty

6, Flattcrv 8

Three Things
Constantlv touchcs up hcr n'rakcup;

sc'uf ls hcr toc in thc r lust l ikc a crrv

s t  hoo lg i r l  u  h t  n  t l l k ing  1 , ,  tn . 'n  sh , '

l ikcs; ol l 'crs to sholv ol l 'hcr ' tr ick'  o1'

touching hcr nost '  lv i th hcr tonguc.

*,lffiffi iM'

$wtllry w

Rodriquez
Henchman

Tnucs AND
Hrncnurn
Estevan
Desperate
A migrant u'orker hit hard by the

Dcpression, Estcvan has fbund *.ork

lbr a shadowy cmployer. The money

is good provided he cloesn't  ask too

many questions. He's had to do

some things he's not proud of, but

he's got a lamily to support.

I
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Anthonq 'Bullet Proof'

" l ' l l  b r ing  thc  car  a roun<1.  You gc t
the shor,cl.  Ancl l istr 'n. 

- [ 'his 
nevt:r

happcne<I , ' kav?  No. 'e r . "

Dr iv ing  6 ,  Me chan ica l  l {cpa i r

8 ,  Scuf l ' l i ng  6 ,  S ta l ) i l i t y  4

S a n i t y  l l  , I l c a l t h  t t

Three Thinqs
[ -ooks  a t  thc  g roun< l  anr l  rnu lnb lcs

rvht 'n aclr lressc<l lrv a f iqure ol

au thor i ty ;  rvh ispcrs  p raycrs  unc l t ' r

h is  l> rca th ;u ' ipcs  h is  hanr ls  on  h is

ovcra l l s ,  cven n 'hcn  thcy ' rc  c ' l c . r r - r .

0'Re i l lg
Indestructible Thuq
C<>r l r ing  as  he  r l i r l  l l -o r r  a  hugc  I r i sh

C a t h t > l i c  f a r n i l v  i n  t h c  f a r n o u s ' l r i s l r

C h a n n c l '  t > f  N c w  ( ) r l c a r r s ,  A r r t h o n y

ha< l  to  f igh t  l i r r  cvcr l th ing  hc  cv i ' r

go t .  Growing  L lp  l )oor  r la r l c  pc t ty
c r in re  casv  to  jus t i l y ;  pe t ty  c r imc l t '< l

in to  har< l  < ' r in rc ,  an< l  tha t  l c< l  to  h is

I ' i r s t  k i l l i ng ,  bca t ing  a  man to  < l r :a th

in  fu l l  v icn  o f  h is  I ' r i cn<rs .

Anthr>nv  a lso  grcvv  up  b ig ;  h is
q i r l f ' r i cn< ls  ca l l  h i rn ' th t :  ( )x ' ,  and

h is  favor i tc  enrp lov t ' r  ca l l s  h i rn 'F inn

MacCoo l '  a f t r : r  the  lcgcn< larv  I r i sh

g ian t .  Hr :  go t  h is  n icknamc a l tc r

a shootout lcft  him u' i th sixtct:n

l ru l le ts  in  h is  body  l ru t  rn i racu lous lv

f 'a i l c r l  to  k i l l  h im.  One o f  thcm

shattcred his jaw, rvhich set crookcd;

he  dron ls  a  l i t t l c  anc l  can ' t  spcak

cntirelv clcarly, which often rnakes

peoplc think hc's drunk, a mistakc

he exploits to his a<lvantage. No'rv

he earns his grcen as a f ' rcelance

enforcer.

"Now are yeh f ighting mc yet,

shonny, or are yeh jush trving to

t ickle me undcr thc chin?"

Driving 4, Sculf l ing 6,

In t im i< la t ion  6 ,  F i rear rns  8 ,

A t h l e t i c s  6 ,  H e a l t h  1 2

Three Things
has t roub lc  rv i th  s ib i lan ts  ( ' s '

sounc ls )  o r ' r , ing  to  h is  s rnashcd
jaw', spraving spit t lc on thosc

hc adi lrcsscrs; srnooths hair self ' -

cor rsc ious lv  ovcr  I ' r i s  ba ld  pa tch ;
s m i l t s  r r  i t h  l r . r l l ' l r i s  t n o u t l r .

Thomas 0'Reil lq
Criminnl Entrepreneur
Anthonr ' ' s  ) 'oungcr  b ro thcr ' I ' h t>nras

u,as alu'ar,s t l ' rc smartcst in thc

l in r i l y ,  l>u t  somcht> lv  tha t  t rans la tc< l

in to  gc t t ing  in to  thc  t ros t  t roub l t ' .

Ncvcr  sa t is l i t :< l  w i th  l vork ing  a t  thc

bot tonr  rung o1 'a r r  o rgan iza t ic l r r ,  hc  i s

alr 'vavs sc'hcming for m<>rc l)()\ \ ' ( ' r .

Wi th  h is  b ro the  r  . rs  h is  ha t t 'hc t  n ran ,

hc 's  succerc< lc< l  in  rnak i r rg  pcop lc  in

h is  loca l  a rca  tc r r i l l c i l  o f '  h in ' r ,  bu t

he  ' s  no t  vc t  sn ' in r rn ing  u ' i1h  thc  b iq

I ' i sh .  Hovr .cvcr ,  hc 's  rccent lv  f i run< l

a groul) that sccnrs to t>f l i ' r  I ' r i rr  that

l ) ( )wcr .  Funnv c ror ' r '<1 ,  bu t  by  Go< l

t l ' r t ' r ' ' r ' c  go t  thc  r ) ) ( )nc \ ' ,  r igh t  cnough.

"Surc  I ' t l  l i k t '  to  kn txv  rvhat  vou  th ink

is so lr .rnnv. I 'm not in t l ' r t '  rnoorl f i rr

laugh in '  mcsc l t .  I f  I  thought  ) ( )u  \ \ ,as

sh<xv in '< l i s r t ' spec t  to  n rc  thnr i l v  I t l

havc vch plugged r 'r 'hcrc vch stantl  ."

Occu l t  2 ,  ScufH ing  4 ,

Barga in  8 ,  A th lc t i cs  5 ,  Hea l th

Three Thinqs
Pares  h is  na i l s  u ' i th  a  pockc t  kn i l c ;

srni les al l  tht '  t imc, espccial lv u l .rcn

he 's  th rca t ing  peop le  u , i th  v io lcnce;

puts his arm arouncl pr:oplc, patt ing
them on thc back and speaking in

low confidcntial tones.



JTRAIL t)F CTHULHU
Keeper's Resource Book

Penng Potter
Qanq Moll
Lured by the promisc of money and

glamor, Penny moved to the city from

a small country town. With nothing

to draw on but hcr wits and her looks,

shc's gone from living on the streets to

living in luxury, afforded by a string of

powerful boyfriends.

So f'ar, Penny's not been fully cxposed

to the gruesome real i ty of mob l i fc.

She's still living a clream of mink stolcs

and pearls. Shc hears ofbeatings

and of peopie being shot, but it's not

become real to hcr yct; shc's never so

much as seen a dead body. It's possible
that confronting the truth ofthe

gangster lii'e would causc a changc of
hcart.  She's not a bad woman, just an

cxccptional ly shal low one.

"You better not be hangin' arouncl hcrc

whcn my boyfriend gets back!"

Flattery 7, Firearms 4

Health 4

Three Things
Smokes a cigarettc in a long amber

holdcr; takcs swigs of raw gin from a

hip f lask; asks people what'sign' they

arc, and takes that as her cue to talk

enthusiastically about astrology.

Ruth Peasecod
Iomboq Thuq
Growing up  mother less  in  a  fami l l

with four brothers wasn't easy and

Ruth has the scars to prove it. She's

never had much money and she's donc

a lot of dirty jobs to get by; she'd

thought about prostitution, but the
johns aren't so willing to pay top dollar

for a freckle-faced tow-haired girl,
who could pass for a boy easily if she

wore men s clothes. She met Penny

Potter soon after she came to the city,

and she's done her best to look out lbr

her ever since.

Privately, Ruth cravcs that Penny

would notice she existed. She has a

crush on the girl, but she'd sooner die

than admit it.

"You think'cos I 'm a broad I won't

blow your dumb brains out? I'm

gonna give you till the count offlve to

th ink  tha t  over . "

Firearms 7, Mechanical l lepair

6, Scufl l ing 6, Athlct ics 5

Hcalth 10

Thee Things
Chews tobacco and spits out the

juicc; pushcs up hcr slccvcs; comcs up

bchind mcn shc l ikcs and raps thcm on

thc head with her knucklcs.

Udo Shultz
Remorseless Killer
Udo's English is st i l l  patchy; hc's a

Gcrman immigrant, who workccl

as a butchcr back homc. Thcrc u'as

vcry ncarly a scandal back thcrc

some ugly nonsense about improper

relations with the animals in the

abattoir, which nobody was cver ablc

to prove but all that's behind him

now. He still remembers how he

was very nearly caught, half'-naked and

covered with blood likc the primal
Nordic warrior hc sccrctly drcams hc

i s .

Udo is obsessecl with enlarging his

own cgo. Hc sccs himsclf as a true

Gcrman, thc inhcritor of the world

dominating seed of his ancestors,

and entitled to take what he wants

from the weak. His willingness to

k i l l  w i thout  res t ra in t  o r  compass ion

has won him a niche in criminal

society doing jobs that no one else can

stomach.

In reality, Udo is a greyhound-thin
misfit with irregular teeth. In his

fantasy, he is a son ofthe Fatherland,

his hands steaming with fbemen's

blood, slaking his lusts wherever and

whenever he wills.

"You put up good fight, American. I

take your skin and wear it with honor."

Firearms 4, Weapons 5,

Scullling 6, Intimiclation 8,

Athlctics 8

Hcalth 6

Three Thinqs
Chews on iittle pieces of raw steak

(which pcoplc assume must be gum),
clcnchcs his lists u.hilc talking t<r

pcoplc, muttcrs to himsclf in Gcrman

whcn hc thinks nobody is listening.

Liz Crane
Evil Hobo
An itincrant worker, or hobo, Liz

ncvcr hacl a pcrmancnt homc. Unlikc

many hobos, shc has no qualms
about cngaging in criminal activity in

whatcvcr tow'n she's visiting. Shc's

picked up a lot ofodd ski l ls over the

years, and is undiscerning about how

shc puts them tri use.

She also knows a secret or two, hobo

legends ofthe road that get whispered

around campfires. She knows all about

thc guitar-pickin' boy who went dou.n

to the crossroads to makc a dcal u'ith

OId Scratch; she can tell you about

the Railroad Man with hammers for

hands and steam fbr breath u.ho hides

in railway tunnels waiting lbr children

or hobos to come exploring; and she's

seen the Loup-Garou with her on'n

two eyes, down in Louisiana. It never

did her no harm, though,'cause the

Devil knows his own.

"Get yer darned hands offa me'fore I

shiv you, boy!"

I
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Scuffling 4, Mcchanical Repair
4, Int imidation 5, Cthulhu
Mythos 1

Three Things
Scratchcs hersclI shamclessly in front

of peoplc;repcats vl.hat she's just bccn
t , r ld  ba t  k  to  thc  spe. rk , ' r  in  a  s ing  song
voice; smiles showing hcr gums.

Rickg 'The 
Qoat'

Kazanowski
Smuqglinq Dockworker
A tlock,uvorkcr likc his ththcr bcfiirc
hirn, l l ickv the Goat is hcavi ly involvcd
in smuggling i l lcgal goods through
thc port.  A trusted rncmbcr of thc
gang, Ilickv's thc onc u,ho kccps thcr
ncw boys in l inc. Evcryonc wants a
piccc ofthc action, but not cvcry<inc's
got thc guts or thc smarts to kccp it
togcthcr. You kccp your mouth shut
an<l clo as you'rc told, you' l l  gct what
vou'r 'c bccn pr<imiscrl .

I l  th t ' r t "s  , ,n t '  th ing  R i t  k ;  t . rn ' t  s t . rn r l .
i t 's a grass. 

'Scl l in '  ()ut y()ur own boys,
rvho looked out fbr you, rvatchctl your
back, hclped you through harcl t imcs
thcrc ain' t  nothin'  rvorsc, ain' t  nothin'
kxvcr.' Evcrvonc knorvs what ll,icky
docs to pcoplc l ike that. Hc cal ls i t
'cutt in'  

thc grass'.  Hc makes sure
thcre's nothing lc{t of thc I'acc, just t<;
make identilication difllcult.

"You bcen singin',  l i t t le birdie? You
been singin' out your pretty iittlo
song? You thought lLicky wouldn't get
to hear of it? Holcl him dou'n, boys.
It 's grass cutt in'  t imc."

Firearms 6, Scuflling 8,
Intimidation 6, Pilot 4,
Athletics 6, Health 8

Three thinqs
High-pitched laugh like a nannygoat's

bleat; kecps his hands in his pockets;
cal ls al l  older men'Pops' and al l

younger  mcn 'Bud '

Aumonilrs
0fficer Wriqht
lood Cop
A simplc bcat cop, Wright has lrccn
walking thc samc strccts firr t,wcnty
ycars. FIc knorvs cvcryonc who l ivcs
in his ncighborhr>o<i, anrl  most of what
gocs on thcrc. F{c's wcl l  l ikc<l by thc
ncighlrorhoorl,  in largr: part duc t<i his
habit o1' ovcrlooking thc occasional
'vict irnle 

ss crimcs' pcrpctratcd on his
beat, anrl  also bccausc his rock-sol icl
twr:nty-onc ycar rnarr iagc to his wilc,
Maggie, is an example to cvc.ryonc.
Hc's lcss fbrgivin-g of 'outsidcrs wh<r
comc into thc ncighborhood, and wil l
run of l '  suspicious f i>lk.

Ever sincer he rvas stabbcd in the
stomach by a thug with a kitchen knif'c,
Wright has sutl'ered from nightmarcs.
La t t ' l y ,  thcy ' rc  b t . t .n  ge l t ing  wr , rsc .
His cornerstone of sanity in this (as in
so much clse) is Maggie ; she's always
therc to kecp the demons at bay. He
has no idea what he d do if he ever lost
her, and sometimes that vcry thought
k e c p s  h i m  a r r r k r ' . r t  n i g h t .

"Okay, kid, I believe you. You don't
have no liquor dow-n there. And next
time I stop you, you bctter not have.
Do uc  have us  an  un t lc rs land ing?"

Firearms 3, Scuffling 4,

6l

I

Reassurance 4, Oral History 6,
Health 6

Thtee Thinqs
Eats his corn bccf sandw.iches while

talking to people; whisties I'llTakeYou
Home Again, Kathleen while r.valking thc

l"j:}r1'n"'in 
the prcscnce of prettv

Ed McDermott
Tough-gug Editor
Ed McDermott is the erl i tor of one
<-rl the city's largcst, most influcntial
papcrs. Hc r,r'orkccl his way up from
a clel ivcry boy to his current posit ion,
and hc's not shy of ' lctt ing pcoplc
know it .  Hc runs his cmpire with a
l irm hand. Hc r lcmands good, rcl iablc
storics that tcl l  pcoplc cxactlv u'hat
th t ' y  v r ' . rn t  t , ,  h . .a r .  H . ' , l , , csn \  h , , l t l
rvi th scanrlal,  rum()r or c()ntrovcrs) ' .
I t 's not about lacts, i t 's about hca<ll incs

"Joc Shmoc r locsn't  wanna bc tokl
hc's rvrong. Joc Shmoc rvants ta bc
told hc's r ight, an<l Amcrican, anrl
right because he's A me rican . Anrl wc
gotta kcep tcl l in '  al l  thc Joc Shmocs
how right thcy all arc, or wc go out of'
busincss."

Assess Honesty 7, Librarv
Usc 4, Int imiclat ion 6, Orai
H is to ry  6 ,  Hca l th  5

Thtee Things
Hisses  th rough h is  rec th  in

appreciation altcr sipping his coffee;
offers cigars tri all prescnt, but cloesn't
ever smokc any himsell; asks qucstions
of pcople then ansu.ers thcm himself.
'You vr.anna sit down? Of course you
wanna sit dow-n. You likc your coffee
with cream and sugar? No, you ain't
the type.'
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Father Paul McCrea
Curmudqeonlq Cleric
A Catholic priest scrving in an urban

parish, Father McCrea has sccn his
share of por,'ert1., hopelessncss, and
dcspair, but has kept going dcspite it
. r l l .  Th , ruqh hc 's  q r ' l t ing  on  in  l t . r rs .
hc retains an insouciant zest fbr lif'e
and a rvicked sensc of humor beneath a
craggy cxterior.

Tirclcsslv working f irr  thc desti tutcr
o1'his parish, hc has <lrarvn some
crit icism from r.vcalthicr mcmbers of
tl'rc church, r'r,ho I'ccl a v()ungcr, morc
outlr,arcl l ,v zcalous pricst rvoul<l l>c
l r t ' t l t ' r  s u i l t ' r l  t o  h i s  P o s i t i . n .

"You rvant to look at thc lilrrary, nolr'?
Wcll ,  I  want to bc twcnty again, but
i t 's not going to happcn."

Rcassurancc 6, Asscss Honcrstv
8 ,Thco lo-qv  6

Three Things
Says t:xtrcmcly rudc things to youngcr

pcoplc than himsclf in a patie nt,
calm tone of 'voicc; l l i r ts u, i th young

w()mcn, knor'ving lul l  rvcl l  that nothing
rvi l l  comc of i t ;  glarcs at pcoplc with a
steelv cxPrcssion, then vr. inks.

Ernest Wolcott
Esteemed Anthropologist
A Univcrsity-trained and cxpericnced
anthropologist, Ernest has conducted
fieldu'ork in some of thc most
inaccessible regions in thc world. His
r,vife,Tuia, is from the Amazon tribc
with r,vhom he concluctecl his first
research.

Fascinated since his cariy teens by
the religions and customs ol remote
tribes, he has a collection of artilacts
from around the globe and a r,vealth
of'knowledge of minor cults. He
specializes in creation myth research,

comparing the r.arious difl'erent tales
of the origin of the vvorld in thc hope
of one day finding a common 'sced

myth' lrom rvhich thev all might haver
sDrung.

"That? l t 's lashioned, as you can scc,
l iom a human shin bonc. I t 's a sort of
trumpct. ()nc is meant to blou, down
it.  No, pleasc don't !  I t 's supposcd to
call clorvn thc Eater ol Entrails, ancl vl,e
rvoulcl-r't rvant that in our lir.ing room,
u,oult l  wc, dear? A ha ha ha. Ha."

Anthropology 8,
()utr loorsman 5, C)ccult 3,
Cthulhu Mythos 1

Three Things
Talks cnthusiastical ly about his
co l l cc t ion ;  gcs turcs  w i l< l l y  w i th  h is
hanrls; laughs irr a strangc, hol l t>r,r ' ,
humor lcss  fhsh ion .

M

Cmzrns

Marq 0'Reillg
Nosq Neighbor
Thc neighborhood busybodv, Mary
O'Reilly, knows more about everyone
clse's family than she does about her
own wayu,ard granclsons, upon u'hom
sl te  t lo t t  s .  She 's  o f ten  seen pccr ing
out her rvindow, or on thc corner
chatting to whomever w-ill stop to talk.
She's thc unelcctcd head ofthc local
kalfeeklatsch circlc.

Although thc rumors shc

cnthusiastically sprcads are oftcn
malicious - ' i t  wasn't  no bad back that
Sukic Joncs u,cnt to gct trcatcd, oh no,
it rvas a littlc unwelcome yi.siror, if you
catch my mcaning' - shc's a vital cog in
thc suburban machinc, cnsuring that
cvcryonc cvcntual ly I ' incls out about
anything worth knorving.

"That Jamcs McKinncry, now didn't  I
alu'ays tcll you he u'as a lracl onc? We ll,
you'll nerer gucss what they caught him
doing. Up on Crow Hil l  i t  was. With a
Bible, and a black hcn. In nothing but
his .socfts, w,ould you creclit it."

Oral History 8, Flattery 5,
Assess Honcsty 9

Hcalth 4

Ihree lhings
Melts into a giddv puddle in thc:

prcsence oflittle children; dabs at
her lips with a handkerchief; keeps an
array of candlcs burning in front of a
small army ol statues of thc Saints.

Wei Linq McDermott
Superstitious Societq-Wife
Thc wil'e of the city's most powerful
newspaper editor, Wei Ling should
be the hub ofthe city's social scene.

,MM
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Her Filipino background significantly
affects her popularity, howc.r,er. At
lirst, she fbund this flrustrating; altcr
seven ycars, shc's grorvn used to it.

A strong belicver in the supcrnatural,
Wci Ling cor.crtlv attends s6anccs and
Thcosophist meetings. Shc's convincccl
shc has untapped psychic abilities ancl
more than once has I'clt the touch of',a
grcat clestiny' upon her. Much of this
comcs lrom thc nonsense she cagcrly
laps up at the s6anccs, whcre scli-
appointcd merl iums arc only too happy
to tcl l  hcr she is dcstincd l i rr  greatness.
I{ou.cvcr, she ma,v be intenclcd firr a
gcnuincly signi l icant thtc as a vict im,
rathcr than a hcroiner.

" l  knew you werc scnsit ivc to tht:
vibrat ions. You'rc l ikc mc. Our kin<l
can ah,l'ays rccognizc cach othcr. It's
l ikc tuo l ights in a <larkcncd r<)om.."

Occult 4, Flattcry 6

Hcalth 4

Three Things
Occasional ly brcaks of l '  lnrm

conversation to ask i f 'othcr peoplc can
Iccl 'a 

prcscncc';  smokcs miniaturc
cigars; talks babv-talk to hcr trvo cats.

Clarence Brown
Amateur Boxer
A boxer in the local amateur circuit,
Clarence is a powcrl'ul athletc,
though he's bcginning to acccpt that
hc'11 nevcr make it big. Always hard
up tbr cash to support his elderly
grandmother, he takes frcelance r.vork
as a bouncer or bodyguarcl, so long as
evcr,vthing is clean and abovc board.
He's turned down a lot of jobs from
unsavory characters because ofhis
scrupulous honesty.

C larcncc 's  wh i re -kn igh t  . rpproach is
beginning to make him some enemies.
He's recently declined an offer to ,take

a tlive' for money, and vr,<rrd's getting
around that hc's the kincl of guy to
rock thc boat. His fists won't help
him when somconc puts a bul let in his
brain.

"I reckon you'd better leave nolr,,
Ma'am. I don't  want any trouble. ' ,

Scuflling 10, Athletics 8

Health 12

Three Things
Thlks softly, never allor,r,ing himself
to bccome angry; cal ls people 'Sir '  

or
'Ma'am'; 

when nervous, l ingers a sct
ofrnsary beads in his coat pockct.

Lucg Brown
Junior Mechanic
Clarenc . ' r  l i t t  l t '  s i s te r  Lu t .y  i s
something of a tomboy. Precocious
and energetic, she's especially

(
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fascinated by engines and electrics.
At thirteen years old, she 's 

a better
mechanic than a lot of prof'cssionals,
with a solid scientific understanding
of the principles behind the machines
she works on. She jumps at the chance
to work on any new and interesting
machine, and any car parked on hcr
strcet is fair game.

"ls that a'28 Jaguar? Mind i f  I  take a
look?

Mechanical Repair 7,
Electr ical Rcpair 5

Ihree Things
Looks wide-eyed and innocent;

blows bubblcgum bubbles continually;
invents hcr own swear wortls to avoicl
using real ones.

Sister Elizabeth Jones
Frustrated Nun
An orphan, Sister Elizabeth has livcd
and workecl with the Church sincc a
very young agc. She's known f'athcr
McCrca her whole lif'e, and he treats
her like a daughter.

She works with the homcless and
destitute among the parish, spcnding
the most time with the hordcs of
children left to their own devices in
the city. Though she comes across
as every inch the obeclient sistcr, a
long-repressed part ofhcr has begun
to crave life outsicle the confincs of
the church. She's also caught hcrself
itching to give one ofthose ungrateful
sticky-mouthed brats a good slap
across the face. These uncharitable
thoughts horrify her, and she's careful
to recount them all in the confessional
booth, but they're becoming more and
more frequent.

"Paris sounds wonderfull I hear they...
that the cathedral is beautiful."

Reassurance 8, Theology 5,

Oral History 6

Three Things
Whistles out of tune; rides a
disintegrating old bicycle through the
city streets; sobs bitterly to herself
when she thinks she's not bcing
watched.

Conrneurs
Dae-Ho Lee
Antiquities Dealer
A Korean immigrant, Lee has bui l t  a
succcssful antiquit ics busincss. The
Deprcssion has forcccl many f'amilies to
sel l  long-treasurcd posscssions ancl Lec
has a good cyc lbr quality. An evcn-
tempcrcd man, hc has to deal with
angry, rcsentful scllcrs on a daily basis,
and ncver loses his cool. I f  a customer
has to bc persuaclcd to leave, therc's a
shotgun within easy reach.

Lee is a busincssman with pure
motives and only researchcs his
purchases enough to set a good
value for them. He offers I'air prices
for what he buys, but hc ncver lets
somcthing go fbr less than its worth.

"Eibon? Yes, I have a copy. I'm afraid
it's not cheap, sir. And no, I'm not
willing to go any lower. No, not even
for cash. Yes, I appreciate that, but
these are hard times for all of us. I see.

M
M
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Good day to you."

Bargain 9, Assess Honesty 5

Health 5

Three Things
Kecps a pencil behind his ear; always

dresses impeccably, without a hair
out of place; nevcr al lows himsclf to
becomc angrv with a customcr, though
hc bellor.vs at his daughter sometimcs.

Amq Lee
Antiquarian Shop-Qirl
Growing up in an antiques shop
insti l lc<l in Amy a deep love of old
things. Having worked fbr her fhthcr
from an early agc, she always enjoycd
rcsearching the stock, cliscovcring the
l i t t lc pieccs of 'history come to l i f 'e .
For Amy the storc is morc of a passion
than a busincss. Shc'd much rather sec
pieccs go to a good home than to the
highest bir ldcr.

"Father wants to sell this to a collector,
but I  know you' l l  apprcciate i t  much
morc. Just don't  mcntion wherc you
got i t ."

History 8, Art History 6,
Archeology 4

Health 5

Three Thinqs
Pushes her hair behind her ears;

always carries a book; talks to thc
items in the shop, carrying on pretcnd
conversations with them and speaking
their lines fbr them.

Iom Harper
Thwarted Reporter
A junior reporter lbr one of the city's
major papcrs,Tom's ambitions for
serious journalism are constantly
thwarted by the succession ofcat
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shou's, coming out part ies, ancl
ucddings hc's orclcred to covcr. This

frustration mcans he's always cagcr to
lcnd an ear to a strange story. It might
turn out to bc Lrunk, but then again, it
just might makc his name.

SomctimesTt)m gcts wind o1'stories
just too wackv t<i print in a scrl()us

papt ' r :  ta le r  o l  l i gh ts  hover ing  orer

i lcsolate hi l is, ghosts haunting
bascments in Salcrm, threc-hca<lc<l

al l igators l ishc<l out of bayor.r swamps.
Hc's a good man t() go to for thosc
out there cl ippings that can provicle
uncxpected lca<ls.

"Familv dogs <l isappearing in Hayvi l lc?
Sav, that remin<ls mc of somcrthing that
happcnccl t \ \()  \ ,cars ago, up in I loston
I  th ink  i t  was . . . "

Asscss Honcstl  6, l) isguisc 4,
Ilurcaucracv 6

Hcalth 5

Three Things
Takcs rcpcatecl sips of'r.r'atcr r,r'hilc

talking; nocls vigorouslv ancl makcs
cncouraging noiscs whilc pcoplc arc
talking to him; takcs copious notes.

Anna Kazanowski
Pilot-for Hire
Escaping fnrm a lifc of cooking

saucrkraut fbr hcr laboring lather and
brothcr, Anna took up with a l1ying
circus. First working as a cook an<l then
as a mcchanic bcfbre she learnccl to
llr', Anna no\\, - at last - olvns her or,r'n

planc. It's an old and rickety thing and
the circus has long since disbanclecl, but
it's still her passion. She makes money
.rs a private courit  r ,  or by serr i t  ing

othcr, r,r.'ealthier pilots'planes, to keep
hcr orvn belovcd craft in the air.

"Thc olcl Jennv is mostlv spare parts
no'6,, but she llies. Where do you want
to go?"

Pilot 8, Mechanical Rcpair 6

Three lhings
Rubs her lirrchcarl with hcr slecvc;

rvcars overal ls; stumbles ovcr hcr
'r,r'orcls u-hen talking to mcn.

Doctor Montqomerq
Discreet Doctor
W<rrking in an urban hospital,
l)octor Sara Montgomery has sccn
hcr fhir sharc of 'povcrtv, cr imc, antl
<lt 'spcration. Shc's made i t  a point of

practice not to ask too many pt:rsonal
clucstions o1'thc paticnts that comc

through hcr <loors. She wants to knor,r,
cxactly hrxv v<lu rvcrc stalr lrc<I, anrl
vvith n'hat, ar-r<l whcthcr vou'r,c lrccn
<lr inking, an<l horv rnany l ingcrs you
can scc hcr holr l ing up; sht: <loe,sn't

c 'arc rvho <l i<l i t ,  or vvhy, or u,hat you
plan to clo irr rctal iat ion.

Wor<l has got arounrl that in ntost

c'ascs, shc u' i l l  f ix up an injury without

going to thc pol icrc. Nobo<ly's surc
h<x'r '  l rroacl hcr tolr-rancc is, but thcrc's
an unrlcrstan<ling that you <lon't  tr :st
i t .  l )octor Montgomcry is an assct to
cvcryonc. I l  you gavc her no option

than to go to the pol ice, thcrr pcople
n-right want to havc a quict r'ror<l vvith

v o u .

"You've lost a lot oftblood. Now bc
cluict and let mc u,ork."

Medicine 7, Reassurance 6

Health 6

Three lhings
Always seems busy without being
flustered; asks direct questions and
looks people right in the eye when

she does it; chain smokes, sending

unclerlings running for fresh packs
once or twice a clay.

Karl Qrossman
Enthusiastic Phqsicist
A Gt'rman nal ional f lct ' ing grorr ing

anti  Semit ism in his homc countrv,

Karl emigratccl to the US with his
farni ly. A physicist by training, he
lincls his nationalitv makcs it hard fbr
hirn to track dorvn long terrm uork in

his l ield. Hc rvould be cagcr f irr  any
r:hance to work on a truly challcngin-t1

problcm. For now,, hc has to content
himself rvi th tcmporary lccturing

ll()sts, tcmpcrcd with frcquent

corrt:spondcnce. r'r'ith his acadcmic

pcers in othcr ci t ies. Although lar
fi'om a laboratory most clays, hc stiil

ycarns to ol lcr his insight.

" l t 's a milcl  magnctic f icl<l al l  r ight,
but the shapc isn't  what wc shoulcl bc
cxpecting to scc. Unficimlrch, inclce<I.
l)o you l-ravt' a pcr"rcil?"

Physic's 10, Chcmistry 8

Three lhings
l i , r s  s  g rav t '11  1( )  n ( ' \ \ '  a tqu . r in tanc t .s

on l i rst mccting; invites pcol; lc to join

him ftrr hugc sl iccs ofst icky cakc: ancl
Vicnncsc pastr ies; sucks thc car piecc
of 'his glasscs r 'r ' l ' rcn decp in thought.

I
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Stabil itq Pool Loss
'  Mythos Encounters an<l

Other Stabi l i tyTests: Most

lai lc( l  Stabi l i tv tcsts (scc p. 69-70)

havc  a  l ) i l l l cu l t l  o l '4  (3  i l  inurc r l ,

5 i f 'susceptiblej.  Stabi l i t l  tcsts

in ro l l inq  a  Mvthos  cncount ( ' r

havc a n'rocl i f lcr to that l) i f l icultv

nunrl>cr ol '*1 or morc (st 'r '  tht '

in<l ivi<lual creaturc's cntry, or thc

Mythos cnti tv ta[) lc on p. 86).

Fir i lc<l Stabi l i tv tcsts rcsult  in a

Stab i l i t y  [ 'oo l  loss  (p .  71)  a< l jus tc r l

up lrv nro<l i l icrs f irr  cncountcri trq

a  Mvthos  en t i t v  (p .  86)  o r  Mvthos
( r ( 'a tu rc .  I1 'mu l t ip lc  th ings  a t

r  g iven  inc i< lcn t  uou l< l  caus t '  a

Stabi l tr '  pool loss, t l ' rc c' l ' raracte r

t l kcs  t , r t l r  th r  l r ieges t  s inq l r '  l , r ss

l i>r lai lcr l  Stabi l ty tcsts at that

inc' i<lt 'nt si tc.

'  Thc Big Reveal: I f  a Mvthos
( 'nc 'ountc r  i s  a  "B ig  Rcvca l "  (p .76)

the Stal) i l i tv l 'ool loss is tr iplc thc

nornral lcvcl,  r ' r , i th a minimurl of '

i rn t i  point Stabi l i ty Pool loss.

Hard Drivcrs: Intentional lr ,

r t ' s i s l i n q , r  h , r r , l  t l r i r e r  ( i , ' ,  r t , u r

charactcr's Drive that the Kcepcr

intcn<ls to lorce you into plot
action) causcs you tcl  losc onc-thir<l

of 'your currcnt Stabi l i ty [ 'ool or 4

Stabilitv Pool points, r,r.hichcvcr is

grcater.

. Soft Drivers: Resisting a solt

r lr i lcr ( ic, a Dri le tangential to thc

main plot) costs vour character 2

Stabi l i tv Pool Points. (p. 73)

'  Casting Spells:This can result

in a variety ofPooi losses, though

usuallv it involves some Stabiiity

I
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SanitqandStabilitU RulesSummaru

Pool loss as <lctai lc<l in the:

appropriatc spcl l  l ist ing.

. Shakcn ancl Blastcd Stabi l i ty:

Whener,er vour c'harar:tcr 's Sanitv

Pool is rct luccrl  to bctuccn 0 anrl
- I  I  r 'ou sufl i ' r  f i 'onr bcing shakcn.

This mear-rs t ,ou c'annot spcn<l

points fron-r your lnlcst igativc

Ab i l i t y  Poo ls  an< l  l ) i l i i cu l ty

Numbcrs  f i r r  a l l  Gcncra l  ab i l i t i cs

incrcasc by I f i rr  y<>u (p. 7+). l+'

your Stabi l i ty l 'ool fhl ls bt ' trvcrcn -6

an< l  I  1  thcn  vou ar t 'a lso  b las tc< l

(serc Stabi l i tv l{at ing Losscs bclorv).

Stabilitq Pool Refresh
.  Hard Drivcrs: Olrcving a hart l

r l r ivcr (your charactt:r 's prirr-rary
I)r ivc rclatc<l to thc currc:nt

invcstigation) lcts you I{cl i 'csh your
Stal) i l i tv I '<;ol l ry 2 points (sr:c: p.

73).

.  Soft Drivers: Obcying a soft

<lr ivcr (a charactcr 's l)r ivc that is

tangcntial ly rclatcrl  to thc currcnt

investigation) lcts vou l lcfrcsh your

Stabi l i tv Pool by l  point.

'  Confidcncc: A pl.ry. 'r  t .rn g.r in
1d6 Stabi l i ty Pool points by making

an especial ly imprcssivc spcncl (p.

79) and role plaving accordingly. A

player can only rnakc a confi t lcnce

roll for his charactcr oncc l)cr
session.

. PsychologicalTriage:

a charactcr may makc a

Psvchoanalysis tcst at Difliculty

4 (Difliculty 3 lbr Clcrgy in ['ulp

games anclAl ienists in al l  gamcs).
Failure means the Psychoanalyst

can't attt:rnpt a re-roll until his

paticnt loscrs lurther Stability

Points. Succcss means that the

paticnt qains 2 Stabi l i ty Pool points
l irr  ervcrv point spcnt making the

Psvchoanalvsis test so long as the

paticnt is not the Psvchoanalvst.

Al ienists can attc-mpt Psvchological

Triagt: or-r thcmselves, but in the

cvcrnt ol succcss they gain only

I Stabi l i ty l)ool point l i rr  cvcry

l)sychoanalysis point Spcnt. (p. 10)

. Bctwccn Aclvcnturcs: A

charac'tcr 's Stabi l i t l '  l 'ool ful lv

rcf i 'cshcs up to a maximum o1'

his Stal>i l i tv rat ing in bctu'ccn

invt 'st igatior.rs. In l)ulp campaigns

using S<>urc'cs o1'Stabi l i ty, thc

Inr,cst igator rnust spcntl  calm,

unrl isturbccl qual i ty t imc rvith his

Sourccs in orclcr to Rcfrcsh his

Stabi l i ty t 'ool.

Stabilitq Rating Loss
.  Blasted Stabi l i ty: Thcrc is onlv

one thing inlrai l  o1'Cthulhu that

rlrop a charactcr's Stabilitv Rating.

If  a charactcr 's Stal) i l i tv Pool is

shakcn (|al ls bctwccn -S and -1 1)

during a givcn invcstigation, thc

invcstigator's Stal)ility Rating

is pcrmancntly rcduceci by

1. Whcncvcr vou arc blastcd vou

also sufl'er thc cfl'ccts of bcing

shaken.

-W
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Sanitq Pool Loss
'  Cthulhu Mythos Abil i ty:

Usc ol tht: Cthulhu Mythos

h'rvestigative Abil i tv (p. 76) can

olten cause Sanitv Pool loss.

'  Mythos Enti t ics: Errcountering

a rnajor Mythos trnt i t)  (p. 86). l1'

that cncountcr is a " l3ig Rcr e-al"
(see, p. 76) thcn the Sanit l  Pool

loss l i 'om thc cncountcr is doulr lr '<1.

. Faint ing: Faint ing <lcad au'a1 (pp.

I5-76) can rr '<luct '  thc Sanitr '  [)ool

l , , ss  l i ' on t  r  "Mv l  l ros  . ' xp , ' t ' i . :n ,  . " '

< lo l ln  to  1  po in t  to ta l .  Thc  ru lcs  < l<>

not t  lcarlv statc u hcthcr Faint ing

tan  o l l . sc t  a  Mt ' thos  or icn tc< l  San i tv

l \rol loss l i 'onr an attack. Yru

cannot Fair-rt  to ar 'oi<l Sanity I)ool

Ioss f l 'orn castir-rg a spcl l ,  but i l  r 'ou
sLl l lunon a crcatLlrc, r '<lu c'an I i i t i t t t

t ( )  r \ ( ) i ( l  t l r t '  l t r l l , ' l i i ' . : 1 . , , 1  s t ' . ' i n g

whatcvcr Mvthos cnti tv you'r ' t '

srtrtrnront '<1.

Sanitq Pool $ains
'  Dcf 'eating thc Mythos: tn

a l)ulp ganrc, i f  lnvcstigat<;rs

succcsslul ly " l  )cf i 'at t l ' rc Mvthos"

(p .  81  )  thcn  . r t  the  cn t l  o l ' thc

Inve'st igation thc Kce per nrav

lct charactcrs rclrcsh a nunrbcr

ol 'Sarr i tv I)ool points up to thc

highcst potcntial Sanitv loss l i rr  the

a<lvcnturc (or altcrnatclv up to 2

Sanitv P() ints).

Sanitg Ratinq Loss
-l-hc 

fbllou'ing lour things can rc<lucc

a character's Sanitr Rating.

. Cthulhu Mythos Rating and

the Sanity Rating Cap: I f  a

character has anv Ratir-rg ir-r the

"Cthulhu Mlthos" Invcstigative

Abilitv (CI4R), the character's

Sanitv Rating is cappcd at (10-

CMR) rvhcre. I l ' this cap is lower

than the character 's crurrent

Sar-r i tv Rating, the Sanitv Rating is

pcrmancnth. lolr.cred to mt:ct ther

CAP.

' Mythos Encountcrs byThosc

Who Arc Shakcn,/ Blasted:

Whe.ncvcr a c'harar:tcr 's Stabi l i tv

l ' , , , , 1  i s  s l t . t k t  n  1 i . t ' . .  t ' r ' r l u t  t  r l  t o

thc r.rnge l i-onr 0 to 5), ancl the-

last thing to causc a rcrluc't ion w'as

a Mvlhos cn(()unt()r r lr  attack,

tht 'n rt 'c luct '  t l ' rc charattcr 's Sanity

l lat ing br '  1 pcrrnancntlr ' .  I f  the

charactcr 's Stabi l i tv Pool is blastcrl

( i .c.,  r t :<luct:<l to thc: rangc l ionr
-6  to  -1  1 )  l rv  a  M1 ' th r )s  cn( 'ountc r

or attac'k, his Sanit l  l lat ing <lrops

bv  2  po in ts  pe  r rnar rcn t lv .  A

givt:n invt:st igat()r ( 'an <>nlv lost '  a

rn lx in ruur  o1 '2  San i ty  I la t inq  po in ts
i r r  th is  l i s l r ion  1 l t ' r ' i t t r t  s l iq . t l io t t ,

an<l hc sul ' l i ' rs orr lr ,  thc singlc most

st 'r"crt '  Sanity l{at ing loss rn an

invcs t iga t ion  ( i .e . ,  be ing  shakcn

tu i t 'e in one irrvcstigation rc<luccs

vour  San i tv  R i r t ing  bv  jus t  1  po in t ) .
Sanity l{at ing points art '  not lost

f i-orn shakcn r>r blasterl  Stal) i l i t l

i f  thc rcrluct ion oct urrt '<l  f i -orn a

non-Mvthos soLlr(c.

'  Fai lurc to Dcny thc Mythos:

I f  a  ch i r rac tc r ' s  [ )e  n ia l  <> [ ' thc

M_vthos  (p .75)  i s  unckrnc  (c .g . ,

hc' .rcts or-r Mythos knorvlc-<lge:

he  is  supposcc lh  c lcnv ing) ,  thc

charac'tcr 's Sanitr '  l {at ing is rcclucei l

by 1 point.

.  False Sanity: I1'a charactcr krscs

2 or more points of 'Sanit l '  (Pool

an<l/or Rating) l.rom a singler

incident, any "Falst: Sanity" (sec

Sanitv Rating Gains bclor.r') negates

all Falsc Sanitv. Usc of'Cthulhu

Mythos during the I st t 'nari t-rs

requircd to create Falsc Sanity also

negates the Falsc Sanity (p. t t1)

Sanitq Ratinq Qains
'  Dcnial:  i f  therc's r.ro proof 'at al l

of vour encounters u' i th a Mlthos

cnti ty your Sanitv lLating rc:covcrs

bv  1  po in t .  (p .  75) .  You cannot

clenv an'al a Sanit l  loss o1'anv kin<l

rcsult ing from vour cl irrct usc of

thc "Cthulhu Mvthos" Invcstigativt '

Abi l i t1,.

'  False Sanity: A Psvchoanalvst

can trcat a paticnt using

thrt 'c c'onsccutivc succ cssf uI

Psvchoanalvsis tests. J 'he

< l i f l i cu l ty  numl .>cr  i s  4  (o r ,  in  a

Pur is t  gamc,  up  t<>  t rv icc  thc

paticnt 's Cthulhu Mytl ' ros rat ing

if  that is grcatcr).  
' l ' l ' rc 

patient 's
Sta [ r i l i t r  l )<>o l  ra t ing  must  rcmain

about  0  a t  a l l  t i rncs .  Anv  acqu i rc< l

Mt 'n ta l  l l l ncss  is  t rca tc ( l  in  th is

I 'ash ion ,  an< l  thc  pa t icn t  ga i r rs  a

bonus to  h is  San i tv  l {a t ing  (c :a l l c< l

; r  " l ra lsc  San i ty "  bonus)  cqua l  t< r

half thc l)at icnt 's lost S.rnitr ' ,  or

up  to  thc  San i t r  Cap o f  (10  h is

Cthr-r lhtr Mlthos), n'hit ' l ' rcvcr is

l<xvcr. (p. lJ 1 )

Pillars of Sanitg
I f  you takc a Mvthos shock that

shatters onc o1'r 'our Pi l lars (sec p.75)
- by narrative intent - you lose 6 anrl

2 Stability and Sanitv. If', instcad, you

have had enough Sar.ritl' ero<le bclorc

taking such a sl'rock that vou'r'c lost

3 Sanity points, vou can havc a l) i l lar

crumblc trom u,ithin, r'r'hich mcans

that i t  can't  l rc shattcrc<l

Let 's say that our'P.1., l4art in,

has l0 Sanity. He encounters

r
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Keeper's Resource Book

proof that Chicago is buih on the

living shell oJ Zhar, whose corrupt

energies have given his beloveil cirl

(and the Zhar-cultists who run it)

its power.This would shatter his

Pillar oJ Sanity (Loves Chtcago),

so in addition to any other Sanity

lossJrom the adventure, he will

take a hit oJ 6 Stability and 2

Sanity when he has this awJul

realization. Over the course oJ his

investi gations, his S anit! ilwindles

Jutther, to 5. He has now lost

enough Sanity that he can simply

decide bis second Pillar (Sense oJ

human wor th) h as " crumbled Jrom
within."(As a roleplaying matter,

he decides to express contemptJor

p eopl e foLl owing Ass ess H on esty

tests.) Even fthe Keeper's next

adventure was targeted at his sense

oJ human worth, that Pillar has

gone, and Martin can't be hit with

the shock oJ its shattefing. As I

should have clarfred in the rules,

what Martin's player can't do is

waitfor the Keeper to unveil the

shattering shock, and then decide

at the last minute to"crumblefron

within"instead.The down side n

crumbling early is, oJ course, that

you're down onelillar, and f your
last one goes,you take the Stabihty

test hit.

Mental lllness
. Mental Illnesses: a variety of

Mental Illnesses are listed on o. 77 -

78. You develop a Mental Illness
each time your Stability is blasted
(i.e., reduced to a range from -5 to
- I I ). If you are rendered Mentally
Ill from a non-Mythos occurrence,
you suffer instead from Shell
Shock.

. Shell Shock: If you suffler from
Shell Shock (see Mental lllnesses

above), then whenever'your senses
register any input reminding you
of the incident, you must make a
Stability test (difficulty 4)." Failure
results in no Stability Pool loss, but
does make you freeze up, making
you unable to take action for 15
minutes, and leaving you with
penalties as ifyou hadbeen shaken
(p.7+) for the next 24 hours.

. PsychologicalTiiage: A
character acting erratically due to
mental illness can be snapped back
to temporary lucidity if another
Investigator spends Psychoanalysis
Pool points ( 1 for an Alienist, or 2
otherwise). PsychologicalTiiage
can also help to Refresh a Stability
Pool (see the rules above and on
p.79) .
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