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 A'GUIDE TO _
'HIS WORLD -

CARNUN — The Horned God, Lord of the Beasts.
CROM-CRUACH — The Worm God, Lord of the Mounds.
Worshipped by the Southern tribes.

DANU — The Earth Goddess

DRUIDS — Priests of the Northern tribes.

» DRUNE LORDS — Evil Priest-Kings of the Southern tribes.
EARTH POWER — The spiral force that runs through the Weird
Stones (Megaliths). It can be used for good or evil. Also known a
the Earth Serpent.

HALF-DEAD — Warriors killed but trapped between the worlds.
HERO-HARNESS — Worn by warped-warriors, so their clothes

- don't rip during a spasm.

* LUG — The Sun God. The Sun and Earth are worshipped by the
Northern tribes.

- OGHAMS — Early form of writing. Also a sign language.

RED BRANCH — Sldine’s tribe’s greatest warriors.

SALMON-LEAP — Jumping your own height. A Sessair battle-ski

— like shield-jumping and spear-catching

'SESSAIR — Sldine’s tribe.

+ SKULL-SWORDS — Drune soldiers

SLOUGH — Drune leader who has shed (sloughed) his skin.

SOURLAND — Land warped by sorcery.

THE LORD WEIRD SLOUGH FEG — Supreme Drune, thousand

of years old.

TIR-NAN-OG — The Land of the Young.

" TRIBES OF THE EARTH GODDESS — The legendary Northern

tribes, including the Sessair.

WARP-SPASM — A strange and terrifying battle-frenzy, much wor

than a Berserker fury. Caused by Earth Power which some warriors

can warp through their bodies.




Sliine is based on Celtic history and legend and is set during a
legendary golden age of Celts. His world of Tir Nan Og, the
Land of the Young, appears in many Celtic myths under
different names. They are fullofsories of lost lands beneath
d terrible disasters. The question was where to
T e ot hest Chseic rame s most
therefore based it on maps of Britain and Eire as they
were thousands of years ago — when the North Sea was a
dmass and Britain was still connected to the Continent

Gaelic Legends

“lL hl\umml Celts. of course. only arrived m Bnl ain around
en it was already an island. But we are
dulhnl.\hl!hltp i e e legend
of carlier peoples who would sll huve much in common with
historical successors. The Gaelic (Irish) legends are the
e e proitcd he b barkaroma Buir
application is much wider — historians have used them to
describe the Celts in Britain and Europe as well.
- Thus Sine s rally ageneral Celtc hero —as much British s
ris

The Earth Goddess

These Galic legends are grouped together in ‘cycle’. The
oldest is the Mytholog ng the Tuatha De
Danuin — the Tribes of the Earth Goddess Danu ma
e come from Britain originally and were skilled in *
magic, druidism. witcheraft and wisdom’
scribes them flying through the air. They
dolmens and oiher megaliths. To this day they et
with prehistoric mounds or “hollow hills’. As
peoples are Known (o have worshipped the £ arth Goddess.
there’s also some historical basis for them

The Warp-Spasm

Another legendary source was the Ulster cycle that followed.

Many feature Cuchulain who went into weird bat
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In this he was not unigue. Other lesser-known. historical
warriors (Murdach and Congal. for instance) had these
warp-spasms n Which they d attack fiend and foe like. The
are historical records of early Celts charging into battle naked.
demented with rage. Al this indicates there was once a class of
Celtic berserker who put the Viking variety in the shade
Naturally Sliine had to be one
Cuchulain was famous for his grat agiiy. So. too. e al
Celtic warriors. The Romans recort ncient a
up and down the yoke poles of their chariots as th
into battle

A strange siked spear — the gac bolga —isaso mentioned

s it seems likely it existed and

ly weapon

warriors used this gl
Finn

The next cycle features Fionn or Finn mac Cumaill and his
legendary nights, the Fianna. I haven't actually referred to it
for Sliine, but Celtic legends present universal themes —
stories told again and again. in new ways with new names. so
some readers have noticed  connection
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o The Red Branch ~

+ The Red Branch is a good example. It definitely comes from
the Ulster cycle several Irish readers refer to Finn and
hiis Red Branch knights. I believe they've been mixed together
in Trish folk tales.

Sliine | wanted to have a g
noticed the similarity between the Red Branch. the Fianna and
the Round Table — al groups of mystical, powerful heroes
Also how. in drawings of the Celtic Round Halls. the warriors’
compartments faced inwards in a circle — so all were equal
before the king sitting at the centre. A striking similarity to the
Round Table

ather than make

where I can. Hen

group of mighty heroes and

p names. | prefer to use the correct titl
the Red Branch in Sldine with its gi

Round Hall. The connection with the sun (see ‘Warrior's
Dawn’) and Celtic occult themes also suggested this was the
right name.

Druids

The Celtic Druids, via Roman records. are seen as a wicked.

lood-crazed lot. This is at variance with wise sorcerers like
Myrddin (Merlin) described in British myths. Hence the two
factions — the evil Drunes of the south (from Drunemeton.
which means ‘sacred grove’) and the good Druids of the north
who we should meet later on.

Slough Feg

Wherever possible. real names and real places are used. Thus
Slough Feg's gruesome cave exists. It's the Trois Freres cave in
the Pyrenees. superbly brought to life by artist Bellardinelli,
in an episode told not in this current book.

! the Minotaur. In use for over twenty thousand years, there is a
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The tunnel approach is remarkably like the labyrinth idea in

drawing of its foul guardian on the wall .. . the famous

*Sorcerer of Trois Freres' is Slough Feg.

Earth Power

Other themes also come into Sline — like Earth Power. the
secret energy source of the megaliths. E.P.s too involved fo go .
into here. but it's intriguing how ideas about the megaliths are 4.
changing. Radio-carbon dating shows them to be much older o - .
than was once thought. Strange theories about their uses are

now given serious consideration. it
Even the Druids may be connected with them after all
According to “The Origins of Britain' by L and J Laing: ‘There === _
is growing evidence that the Celtic religion of the Druids
stemmed from something much older. something which was
part of prehistoric European beliefs . . . It can therefore be =
claimed with some validity that Stonehenge was indeed built *
by Bronze Age “Druids™ ==

Celtomania s

Everyone has his own, often fiercely held views on all this. One
writer believes the Tribes of the Earth Goddess Danu came
from the Middle East. Another that they were actually Danes
Few sources completely agree on the Celts. Our serial is, of -
course. a fantasy. designed basically to entertain. Thus. when -
I've come across different theories. I've used the ones that fit

the serial's concept and are most exciting and entertaining. =

Pat Mills




— WARRIOR'S DAWN. —
I7 WAS NEARLY SAMAIN AS SLAINE OF
THE SESSAIR AND I, UKKO, HIS DWARF,
RODE ON THROUGH THE SOLRLAND

A
N\ 3~ 7 .
\\\ﬁ SR

WHY DONT
You GO
BACK TO THE
B0G YOu
CRAWLED
ouT OF >

THAT'S VERY
NICE ! LEAVEME

7 N THE miooLe OF |

' THE SOURLAND ! |

g s normy
FAULT YOU GOT
KICKED OUT OF
YOUR TRI




YOU - AND THAT'S
ALLTHE GRATITUDE Al

SUAINE ALWAYS
RIDES BAREBACK.

AND SHAME 1O
WEAR A
SADDLE

-/ THE RED BRANCH -
GREATEST OF THEM
ALL. HE' TOLD ME
BUCH STORIES.
WHIGH YOU CAN
HEARIEYOU |

GIVE M

IVE M
HORN OFALE.




PAINTING THEIR

| Bovies wir aLue
WOAD - SO THEY'D
LOOK WARPED, LIKE
THEIR FATHERS.

WAIT TILL
| HAVE A
WARP-SPASM =

THEY WERE TAUGHT TO
THROW A TATHLUM, . .

A CONCRETE BALL MADE
FROM THE BRAING OF
DEAD ENEMIES MIXED
WITH BLOOD AND LIME.

AND THE SALMON FEAT ~
LEAPING THEIR OWN
HEIGHT.,, THE CHARIOT

FEAT -~ RUNNING ALONG
A CHARIOT'S YOKE POLE...

IT'§ STUCK
BETWEEN
M




AND TO USE
THE DREADED
GAl

THE BELLOWS
SPEAR WITH
THIRTY BARBS
WHIGH HAD 1O
BE CUT OUT OF
A

SOTH{ ONLY
WOUNDED HIM. I'D
BETTER FINISH THE

MY CHANCE
TO BE RIDOF
MY RIVAL,
A SIMPLE

'ACCIDENT' ..

/
/

y
Vil
V72

THAT'S A TERRIBLE
WOUND: SLAINE
LET ME HELP YOU...

1L BATHE
MY BLADE
INIT]




H cariga0, e

TRIBES DRUD:

THE RED BRANGH =
HIS TRIBE'S
GREATEST
HEROES.

HE'S LOSING
A DAUGHTER !
NOT A SON !

THEN SLAINE HAD HIS FIRST
ARP-SPASM,

.. HE SWEL
INTO A MONSTER. . IS HAIR
5T00D ON END WITH SPIKES
OF FIRE. .. AND 'BLACK STUFF'
'SPOUTED FROM HIS HEAD.

AND, AT FIFTEEN,
TAKEN TO THE
GREAT CAIRN = A
HUGE BURIAL
MOUND - FOR
THE INITIATION
CEREMONY.

AND CONN OF
A HUNDRED

BATTLES CAME
AFTER SLAINE...

iE WOULD

AND NIGHTS UNTIL
THE MIDWINTER

s :
N ) KILL ME, SLANE,
AND MY FATHER WILL

REVENGE HIS SON !
\,‘ REMEMBER HE'S CONN
\ ={  OF A HUNDRED

BATTLES |

DON'T MAKE

You'LL PaY
HIS GRAVE TOO

FOR MY
“| BOY'S DEATH, ) NARROW, FOR
WARPED YOU'LL BE LYING
ONE ! 'BESIDE HIM !
AND HE KILLED

e "THINK IT TOO MANY,

T

. ONLY THOSE WHO
L WERE WARPED.
COULD SURVIVE
WHAT WAS TO
A BEFALL. .,




AT BUCTLY MOWNTER,

B THE CENTRAL CHANBER....
1TS RAYS WIDENING 0T
LIKE A RED BRANGH.

AND THE POWER
Al O THE SuN AND.

EARTH WARPED

THROUGH Hf

AND CATHBAD
MADE PROPHECIES
'ABOUT SLAINE.

NOW SLAINE WAS
ENTITLED TO ENTER THE
GREAT ROUND HALL AND.

NEVER MIND, SLAINE.
THERE'S ONE RAY OF
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SKY CHARIOTS =Pt 1.

GooDBYE,
TANGWEN,

W/ sooomve, cassia..

IDIR. . GONERIL...
ORMLAITH,..
AY.




OUR TRANSPORT WAS g : TS A LOTOF 7 YOU CANTALK! YOURE X- =
SLOW BUT DOCILE. .. . _ gy MEANT TO BE GOING NORTH
R LITTLE DWARF. O CLAIM NIAMA. _




CAW SHEAF-HAIR, THE SHEPHERD 8OY,
IT MEANT

CAW LOOKED AT THE PASTURE WAANY OF THE SHEEP WERE DYING,
HEARD THE BELL, \ RLAN i AND MOST GF THE CROP

THEY WERE BURYING MORGANT WHERE TH AWS OF TIME 1 LUIH] | 7 cé0. Tiow riie Féastor
GREVEARD, THE VILLAGE HEADMAN. 'SPACE BECA < <& oG, T VILLAGE OF GavaA
MORGANT WAS LUCKY, YON. .. q b FAGED A BLEAK WINTER

AT LEAST HE WAS,

MOTHER EARTH

SOON IT'LL BE TOO
LATE FOR THE REST
OF US. WHE!
SH, WE'LL
DA




144005 STAG SHANKS ! 11 THE FOREST THERE ARE T
HONSTERS PLENTY OF AEA
TH

WELL, WHAT ARE
WE GOING TO DO 2

YOU'RE OUR HEADMAN
NOW/ FATHER.

AT THAT MOMENT,
RODE INTO GAVRA.




very sAD. |
BUT WHAT'S
IT GOt T0

YOU'RE WELCOME
TAY HERE,

STAY HERE,

7 SORRY, MADOG, THE DWARE:
AND | ARE DRIFTERS, CARING
GK 10

BUT AS CAW
STERPED
BUTSIDE. A

come
HERE,
807 ,




*/ NO! I SWEAR WE
HAVEN' EATEN
THE FORBIDDEN
FLESH !

‘COME HERE, BOY.
WHAT 15 YOUR
NAME >

SKY CHARIOTS - 2.

BLAINE HAD GIVEN OUR BEAST TO
THE STARVING VILLAGERS OF
GAVRA. THAT NIGHT, THEY
CELEBRATED :
MEANWHILE, OUTSIDE THE DRINKING
HALL, CAW SHEAF-HAIR, THE
'SHEPHERD-BOY, WAS STOPPED BY.
THE SKULL-SWORDS . .




A5 CAW APPROACKED E COLLD SMELL THE
DRUNES OVERPOWERING STENGH
KNOWHN AS THE 'AYSTIC AU

e SKULL-SWORDE (OOKED O~ TEIRBREAT
MASKS PROTEGTING THEM ERONTHEIR | Mmus




7 oNLy MEN LIKE You ~Rom THE I

MADOG, MY FRIEND. | RATE THE DRUNES N\ ™ 2 e
e e e } )
A8 IT COMES. POLITICS BORE ME, I'M AN\ N ont / Y%

)

1Y DRINKING HORN IS EMPT.
WHAT'S HAPPENED TO THAT
50N 0F YouRS 7




ERYTHING HAPPENED

Ev HAPPS
VERY QUICKLY. MADOS'S
WIFE SCREAMED —




CRUSHING THE SKULL-SWORDS
INTO THE WALL, BREAKING
RIBS AND SNAPPING NECKS.




'AND THEN THE WARP-SPASM GR




AR
SKY CHARIOTS =




1T WAS ENOUGH OF A WARP-SPAS/A TO DEAL WITH MORE SKULL-6WORDS BLRST |
THE SKULL-SWORDS. HIS BODY BEGAME T00 HOT {NTO THE HALL~BUT |
T0 TOUCH... - READY FOR THEM, .

Il

inemacrors B K wis osarn

S SLA
THE BARBARIAN ScoucH M ( wouoee

pIEEel I
s alh

THE PRIEST-KING

MADE AN OGHAM
4| SIGN INDICATING
HE WANTED US

TAKEN ALIVE.

SUAINE HAD HEWED THROLIGH
A SKULL-SWORD AND HIS

5
AXE WAS ST
BEH)

TUCK IN THE WALL
T AS HE TUGGED.
ITER'. L\

-8l




THE YARP-SPASH

I'M STILL ALIVE.
THERE AUST B8
A REASON. . .

YES. | A TRAVELLING
NORTH BY SKY
CHARIOT. | NEED
ERSONAL
BATTLE-SIMITER.

1ouLL GROW usED

Rka T
asonive REachen
THE

RANK OF ‘SLOUGH...

iTHousH You caN
WEAR A BRE,
MASK TO »mscr

GAURA WILL BE BURNT TO THE GROLND
AND YOU AND YOUR DWARF SUFFER
THE DEATH OF THE BLOOD EAGLE.




sworuyarree, T'ar weast we Gl T
A
T

THE DOLMEN ACTED AS A HUG

DRAINING EARTH POWER FROM TH
RROUNDING COUNTRYSIDE. .. PROVIDING

ENEa FOR THE  VESSELS TO RISE AND FALL




1 THOLIGH THE POWER.
WAS NOT EASY TO
CONTROL. ..

ewcome 4B0ARD. [ WE GATHERED ON DECK AND KNELT DO
SLOUGH THROT. DRUNE LORD MADE OGHAM SIGNS OV!

OF THE 5K, LOOK.

AFTER LITTLE UKKG.

EVEN IF THE OTHERS.
GET




SPIRAL ENERGY - KNOWN AS 'THE SERPENT! ~ 53 THEN, LO! THE
FROM TH

0 (E DOLMEN, FOR A MOMENT
NOTHING HAPPENED. .. 5

GRUNE IS AFRAID. .
THEN TS TIME
0 FEAR ]

NEXT PROG

GTRANGE QARGO !




PAGED WITH THE CHOICE OF THE EXTERMINATION
1S FRIENDS | GAVRA OR BECOMING

A ORD. NOW, WE TRAVELLED
NORTH BY GLOUD CLRRAGH. . .
WE'RE SAILING NORTH-EAS]
WONDER

LYONESSE. |
THROT'S

over
WHERE
GOING

E
—
S

B
\:%'(m

A J/TTI‘ 3
&'/

200 P




3

S NSl
3@7
THAT WON'T BE
NECESSARY, SLAINE.
THIS REPLACEMENT
MEAT HAS REACHED
X Fing STae OF
DECOMPOSITION |




WE WENT DOWN INTO
THE HOLD, WHERE
HALE-DEAD ~MEN
WHO HAD DIED BU
WERE TRAPPED
BETWEEN THE

PLA ERE

KE

\‘
n &/

7 L /

[

AR
BRES BLOODSPEAR | 4

@ Za\!

WHERE THEY WOULD BE
USED BY WARRING TRIBES
AS 'BATTLE-FODDER'.

DON'T YOU REMEMBER ME...7
'SLAINE OF THE SESSAIR.
VIE WERE MERCENARIES

IT'S NO USE.
SLAINE! HE
ESNT KNOW
YOU ANYMORE... )
R THIS. ONCE THEY WERE
PROUD WA

5 RO
HE'S JOIN NOW TH
B THE HALE-DEAD! 7




MAYBE YOU THOUSHT
T WAS AN ACGIDENT,
BUT | KNOW IT WAS
THIM' | SLAINE, YOU

THE DRUNE LORD RAISED
HIS HAND ANDMADE
VSTIC OGHAM SIGN:

\




NOTHING ELSE HAPPENED THAT DAY.

BUT, NEXT MORNING,
SWOLLEN BLACK
GLOUDS APPEARED,
HIDING THE S

7

I'VE NEVER KNOWN
SUCH A FURY !

SAGRIFICIAL BULLS WERE KEPT ON BOARD LARGE SHIPS.
IN TIMES OF DANGER, THEIR BLOOD COULD BOOST THE
POWER OF THE WEIRD STONE WHIGH KEPT A SHIP ALOFT.
BUT, TERRIFIED BY THE STORM, THE BULLS ur
OF THEIR PEN. . . (s <D










REST SMASHED

JUGS WERE FILLED /| [ ren pouren over the
TO BRIMMING WITH W] | suie's wereosrone. ..
THE BULL'S BLOOD. S %




BREAKING MY
WORD TO & DRUNE
1S NO HARDSHI

ANYWAY: SLAINE GOT KICKED our YR 4 IT MIGHT HAVE
OF HIS TRIBE ~AFTER THAT GONE BADLY
ROU . Sk

SeE,

FOR THE
PRIEST-KING,
BUT AT THAT'
MOMENT. .

IROUGH YOUR BODY A
8IRD CAN FLY THROUGH !

THE VESSELS OF |
THE NORSEMEN
WHO PLUNDERED
THE SKY-WAVS |




THEY WERE HOWLING HORRIBLY,
CUTTING AT THEMSELVES,

AND BITING THEIR SHIELDS !

I\ THE FIRST SWIP WAS THORGRIM IRONUA
HADRIC HISSING BLAD! THE BRUTAL

THESE WERE THE MEN WHO TORE OUT THROATS | |
WITH THEIR TEETH AND WRESTLED WITH TREES
OR BOULDERS IF NO ENEMY WAS AVAILABLE |

T
e scomn - EARESR] [ Hone senseastas
(ODEN !

THE FIRST SKYBLADE ( GATHER T)
LOWERED ITS cRo?
BOARDING BASKETS. ..\ LORD V!

LINES

oy

/)

L=

e

Y




0UR FELLOW

NO USE! SUCH A WIND.
WOULD ASSIST THEM, T00.

THAT MAY BE 50, LT
YOU'LL SHRINK IN
YOUR HORNS
BEFORE ME |

AND HADRIC DEmENTED. . .
- 4y, WISSING BLADE
° DIED !

wext: Ky BATILE!




SKY CHARIOT!
[SLAINE HAD RELUCTAN

THE THIRD SHIP.
1S RAMMING US
GNE MORE BLO

7
/ 4

NI\

S\




'AS SLAINE WINCHED THE HALF-DEAD LiP FROM THE |\
HOLD, THE WEIRDSTONE ON DECK STIRRED THEM.

INTO GHASTLY LIFE ~ g
. =7 i\

THE SHIP VEERED OUT OF
CONTROL AND CRASHED]

A
THE BERSERKERS.
SAVAGE WARRIOH







SAV HI

HAM: [T'S IN CHAINS ) | THEN SLAINE
HE DAY |
D CHANCE. ..

>,

NOW YOU KNEEL BEFORE ME -
BUT YOUILL BE FLATON
YOUR BACK BEFORE WE - * YOU'LL PAY FOR
PART COMPANY | i THAT IN BLOOD,
SPIKE-HAIR !




AT

Al gl | H SOME USEFUL
ll| ASSISTANCE FROM ME




SKY CHARIOTS =7
SLAINE WAS ACTING
BATTLE-SMITER (BODYGUARD)
TO THE SINISTER DRUNE LORD:
‘SLOUGH THI

TRAVELLED NORTH: OUR GLOUD
CURRAGH WAS ATTACKED BY
NORSE BERSERKS . . .

THE SESSAIR DOG.
HAS KILL
THORGRIM (RONJAW !

@if e




OVER 10U,
NORSEMEN !

FOR TONIGHT, |
DRINK FROM YOUR
BRAINBALLS !







EVEN THOLGH SLAINE AND [ HAD
REPELLED THE BOA , OUR
SHIP WAS STILL IN GREAT DANGER
SLOUGH THROT,
THE SECOND SKYBLADE
15 GAINING ON US'

o~
Augy/

THE MAT
1S BEING
ATTENDEDT0,

O
PASSENGERS
1=1 MUST
PROTEST!




7 'ﬁw WHAT %
i DEVILRY IS
IE DRUNE
1D ABOUT 2
A
Z 7.

\

e
£ 14 T D20y
e SKIBLA

N auases. |

FOR HIS OWN
TERRIBLE ENDS |

AsTHESKrBLADES | =
PURSUED US OUER A

THE FIRE MOUNTAIN,.. ~




vopeN

4 s >
BV = N

A TORRENT OF HOT ASH . | F=
T cLoup currach.... ;-\] 3
I A ]
v i 3 _

i






‘SLAINE SWUNG THE TILLER, |
TRYING TO RIGHT THE STRICKEN
VESSEL.




THERE WERE ONLY
FOUR SURVIVORS.

WE CONTINUED THE HOW SHOULD | KNOW.
JLRNEY ON FOOT. . 5 AR HURRY UP, DWARF !

[ 1w rireo, sudine -
CAN | RIDE ON
YOUR BACK P







THIS ROCK CAN
RK YOUR




/AN
DEAD.
W

3 e
2
| THINK IT'S
TIME Y0U TOLD
s US WHY SLOUGH
FEG WANTS YOU |
HAT




SKY CHARIOTS =9,

b siousk ke wanrep rokiLL
DRUNE,

INVOKED GARNUN, LORD OF 2 | THINK YOU'D BETTER
THE BEASTS. .. & ELL US WHY SLOUGH FEG | [

,  WANTS YU DEAD.
[l ——

BECAUSE | STOLE HIS
PLANS FOR THE RAGNORAK=
THE DAY OF DOOM !




OF COURSE! HIS
I MASTER is GROM-CRUAGH,

R




L A&
HIS AR WENT O
THE CIRCLE. .+

————

=
/ [7A

o




X il s
1G AURA'
AR 1
A\ WWarwre
W |t i
/ eh A
\ DRUIDS. ¢

| KNOW WHAT YOU

MEAN,
A GHICH

L HE SMELLS LIKE
KEN-HOUSE !

THE SORGERE)
0T NOTIGE Th

R DID.
H




THE CIRCLE HAD PROTECTED
SLOUGH THROT FROM THE
0T FROM




THEN, THE BEASTS BEGAN 2 THAT WAS
TO MOVE OFF... E
SRl B - = ONE !

1\ A\
AND SO WE LEFT THE
FOREST AND CONTINUED
OUR OWN JOURNEY. ..

ONE THING | DON'T ™\ 3¢
LNDERSTAND. .. HOW
DID WE ESCAPE ?

MAYBE SOMEONE
WAS HELPING US...




TTHE BeATH WINTER
HAD FALLEN O
SCAINE'S WORL

.. FROM TORY /SLAND, THEIR
OUTPOST" ON EARTH, A RACE
OF MYSTERY AND HORROR —
B 7HE FOMORIAN SEA DEMON!
—HAP WRITTEN SORROW
ON 'THE LAND OF THE YOUN.
T

SPRING OF CHAO:
S NI ey 1A

UBLY AND DEFORMED;
SOME FOMORIANS.
HAD THE HEADS OF
GOATS AND BULLS ...
OTHERS THREE ROWS
OF TEETH...




PLSaSS Quaesume E-v.| | [77 Was auacsiane wio WAS.

NI IENESD NADICE ST Y FOR THE INFAMOUS 'NOSE TA:

GROTES!

N
TESQUE AS.
M auasscime— Tre 1 YOU HAD SEVEN DAY:
cocLec F % it

AS PAYMENT HAS NO'
RECEIVED, | REGRET | H,
ALTERNATIVE BUT

DOH ! DOH: LISTEN!

NDED TH,
STILL DON'T
THING ELSE

R TO COME OF




EANWH/LE ... SLAINE'S WOUNDS HAD
WHITENED AND HE WAS FINA,
RETURNING TO HIS TRIBE AFTER YEARS
OF EXILE —UNAWARE

THE WEBBED FOOT OF THE FOMOR/AN.. .

WEST WAS STAYING ON AT
ETERNAL FORTRESS TO
STUDY HIGH MAGIC. . .




AND SO WE LEFT THE
ETERNAL FORTRES!

=TTl

B\ / i
) s |
% MURDACH ), TOO, WAS STAYING BEHIND ; HOPING 1
(il 7O PERSUADE MYRDDIN TO RETURN HIM TO HIS
OWN TIME — ALTHOUGH THE MABUS HAD SAID L
THIS WAS IMPOSSIBL H
g

AV LB




|

" [usive /s Frery BREATH TO 50 YOUILL BE SEEING
BAIN HEIGHT; SOARING ON. NIAMH AT LAST.. . YOUR
THE THERMALS ) THE KNUCKER CONG-LOST LovE?
FLEW HIGH OVER SNOWDONIA...

ME ARE OVER. Z TO HEAR ONE

AYE. HER YEARS OF ‘AN GL/
N Fon 1'AN GLAD




[ SUDDENLY SLAINE SPOTTED...

-\

WELL) THAT LETS
YoU OU'T FOR A START!
1F YOU ASK ME, WE!
BE BETTER
IT...OR MELTING T
POWN. THAT, THING'S
JUST AS USELESS !
WELL WE WEREN'T
RELYING ON THE
'CAULDRON OF PLENTY"'
FOR OUR SuppeR ! |
UST HAD A LOOK AND
THERE WASN'T
EVEN A GIBLET
NPT

THAT'S
AEnde s
SINFUL CANNOT
BENEFIT FROM IT.




WHAT'S THE
POINT_OF CARTING
STUPD CAULORON

A

RE
ANY Eo‘nn;uek
WIND?




PROBABLY. ANYWAY,
WAS TALKING TO MURDACH
HE RECKONS THAT BIT
ABOUT SINFUL DESIRES WAS
ADDED CATER, IN
CHRISTIAN TIAAES .

OF GODS
AND DEMONS. . .










AVAGDDY. ..
THe Son oF THe

0
RTH Godpesst
WHAT, THESE CHILOREN .
> N ¥ UBLIEST, MOST
STURID AND EVIL

ATURE THAT
EVER EXISTED. ..

AVAGDDU

A THE DARK S/DE
F EARTH
POWER !

NEXT TIME THE
SIGN OF LIGHT




s e G

MEANWHILE ... IN MURIAS — CAPITAL
OF SLAINE'S TRIBE— NIAMH HAD
GONE TO SEE THE KING.. .

RAGALL, YOUR
PEOPLE ARE STARVIN
MY OWN &

0 N WE PAY THE
FOMORIAN TAXES WHEN
OUR_CROPS WONT 6ROW

IT—IT'S MADNESS!

NOW, NIAMH, | THINK
WE SHOULD LOWER THE
PERATURE A LITTLE

AFTER ALL, QUAGSL/AE, THE

COLLECTOR OF TAXES,
1S PRESENT. .




...NOR \F
MEBRIM 1S HER
REAL NAME!

ON YoU'!

W
XGLAMOUR—AN
P ENCHANTMENT.
§ 1 —




POOR NIAMMH...
| UNDERSTAND ..
IT CANIT BE EASY
FOR YOU, BRINGING

UP A 'SON §

AND YOU
KNOW How
COLD-BLOODED







CAN'T
} i vou see,
ASALLS

3. Y
N\ CAN'T You
A Sed o







Z

=
.u.A
2
S
2t
Z A

7%




o
GRAB

““é;‘a‘;‘,‘:‘:g‘,‘,’g{f‘“” BEFORE THE FOMORIANS ﬂEMlglflpS %g gf‘mﬁsp

i BODDESS s COULD NOT TH R.LDTD)?E THEM SCREAMING .. .

WAL .. CAULDRON , THE

CREATURE LEAPT OUT.. .

5

FLcY Sore

.. DOWN INTD HIS INNER WORLD...

VZ
vz

WE COULD HEAR HIS INSANE G/GGLES AS HE
DRANK THEIR BLOOD, IN THE MISTAKEN BELIEF
1T WOULD HALT HIS EVERCASTING DECAY...




[T
MEANWHILE .. W THE Royac stacc
IN THE GREAT ROUND HAL

CAN
puT (7 OFE
LONGER : I, ‘Sine

€ BALOR. ...

WAS ALWAYS

L
V. _He
SLAINE, REALLY BUT GETTING INTO FIGHTS.

L HeLpen, SLAIN HE WAS NEVER OUT
A%00 See A

DID_| EVER
TELL YOU ABOUT
THOSE DAYS?

AND
EVER SINCE,
€ LAND OF
THE YOUNG
HAS THRILLED
EXPLOITS.







BACOR
CROSSB

OF THE EVIL EVE WAS TESTING A NEW, AUTDAATIC

IOW ON HUMAN PRISONERS WHEN RASALL ARR

How

CAN WE PAY OUR




" i

.
IT WAS THEN RAGACC | g
RNEW HIS DAYS AS
B Kini were NumBereo. [T
v 445

s s 5

MAKE WAY FOR
SOMEONE MORE
RTH




o,
Berogs v e
THING SHE fag oo

WHO - ARE-
A MOST-BouNTEOUS,
| OFFER YoU MY
N Tre Hore

A, L‘RIFICE a: Am‘
Fe T

KENEweo.

IAD THE DRUID WAS
NG 1 SACKIEIGIAL
%&E SKULL MASK,

1 DON'T
NT HI To

e
\ LIKE by ‘ﬁ‘
uu ’f‘l‘lAND-




N

WAS EVERY MOTHER'S DREAM THAT

A
HER SON WOULD BECOME A DRUID

NG
PEND TWENTY YEARS.
STUDYING THE HEAVENLY
BODIES AND THEIR MO
THE SIZE OF THE
UNIVERSE AND OF THE
SARTH) NATU
HILOSOPHY; AND THE
WERS AND SPHERES
OF ACTION OF THE
TMAORTAL GODS.

T
[
S

MusTBEVEAK DSy weanT.
STOPS OUR STUDENTS GOING SOFT'
PISCIPLINES THEIR MIND!

(

=<2
)

)

AND PREVENTS NP J
OUR SECRETS FALLING
INTO THE HANDS OF

THE VULGAR.

!

\

HE'LL NEED
PHYSICAL DISCIPLINE,
0.L00K AT HIM...
JUST LIKE HIS FATHER,

FOR THE HIGHER REALMS
CANNOT BE OBTAINED WITHOUT
SEEING AND KNOWING EVERYTHING...
BUT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO SEE AN
KNOW EVERYTHING WITHOUT
SUFFERING EVERYTHING .




COME. . . GERG OF THE
THREE FINGERS WILL DRIVE
YOU AS FAR AS GORIAS.

i

VM AFRAID HIS
THER. WOULD HAVE
TO BE

FA
PREFERRED HIM
b A WARRIOR

| WAS YOUNG
THEN , AND
FOOLISH. ..




MEGRIM WATCTHED AS THE CHARIOT LEFT MURIAS. YOU'RE TAKEN IN BY
e =

WHAT SHE'S LIKE
UNDERNEATH ?

THI
ESTRO

UGH AND
USH: SHe
TRIBE !




% IT'S ALL
Y RIGHT, DARLING .
STN'T

SEMINARY WiLL
SEEM A BIT A
NGE AT FIRST; M
BUT YOU'LL GET
USED TO IT.







NIAMEH,
MADE

S,
KAI AND GERE
THEIR ESCAPE ..







“Near/y all the Celts are terrifying from
the sternness of their eyes, ver

3 -00p o
could not withstand one if
is Wif€ to his assistance...

b
Tows mingled
ith kicks,as if







NIAMH, WHAT'S
WRONG? WHAT'S
CHANGED, BETWEEN

SHOULD
CLOSER.. |
DERSTAI

WHAT EXACTLY
D10 HAPPEN ) DEAR?
'0U SEE, I'VE ONLY
HEARD #/8 VERSI

oA
HUT AWAY FROM THE REST.

4 A
INO KEPT A PRISONER IN A

oF
OLD ENOUGH T M.

(€ TRIBE, UNTIL | WAS
ARRY....



S [T
“OH, THE KING WAS VERY
KIND... BUT | Wi
PROPERTY. | HAD TO WEAR

\ MY HAIR AND DRESS THE
WAY HE LIKED :

\Y -

NWARR/ORS WERE FORBIDDEN
7D 60 NEAR THE HUT ON
PAIN OF TORTURE AND DEA

WAIT TiLL
ABOUT THIS !

Next: NIAM};’ &
PUNISEMENT;




\

e




I

W (A
N twiew my e came; = \"peyraara
| 7HE KING ORDERED THAT I NEVER FORGET TH)
0 THROUGH 17~ ACONE - ——— ==
TO PUNISH ME ... e A W S
SN =R\

“BUT | WAS NOT" ALONE. ..

L CALLED ON THE 6REAT
EARTH GODDESS—
MOTHER OF ALL CREATURES
—AND SHE ANSWERED

ME .. SHE GAVE ME THE
COURAGE AND STRENSTH
/ NEEDED'.. .

VB A A

. 80 NO-ONE COULD SEE HOW.
MADE A FOOL OF THE KING."




WHILE You DIDN'T KNOW. |

' D | TR |
| HAD, I'D HAVE GOME 2
ABACK FooneR™ DEEDS. YOUR ADVENTURES TATION )

S TRAIGHT AND.
FROM TEMP"
BAD WOM

TOGETHER HAVE BECOME
s LEGENDS.. .

IN WITH DIS-
HONEST PEOPLE . THEY NEED
A 600D INFLUENCE... 4

< s LUCKILY,
SLAINE
MET ME.

“ABUSING THE
POWERS GIVEN
HIM BY THE
GODDESS To
LIET A HORSE

£ TH!
GROUND WiTH ki
HIS THIGHS "

i
THE PRISONERS TO
LET THEM ESCAPE?Z




T
4 "AND WORST « aﬁ ALLy WHEN THE TYYO
WERE THRO] AT X DR AAAs S OrmeR
CRIARINTACS s DRONICS AND CACRANTS

b — )
AS AN OFFERING TO THE WORM 60D

CcRoM
/H0 PREFERS THE DREGS OF THE WORLD."

L2




D FOUND. . WHILST you expect ae







7 ) uAGseipme LEFT To cocieoT TAXES
FROM ¢

THE OTHER TRIBES ..

ERE IS
I THE MOST
TERRIBLE CRIME !




| COULD HAVE BEEN YOU MEAN CU/6 ’
DESS ONCE — THE | TME SUNP OR MU THE.

RIDE OF THE MOST LeHTY WHo 1S Asove PN

OWERFU EVEN LUG? | KNOW S

OF ALL LITTLE OF YOUR :

SOUTHERN WAYS._f

FREEING ~§
THEM FROM
THE PAIN OF,

EXISTENCE!

R
CTH TO MARRY A DOLT
U AND CAUSE THE

€ NOR"
LIKE YO
PESTRUCTION OF YOUR'
__TRIBE <

you
WON'T! You'LL
DO WHAT | WANT.
YOU CAN'T HELP
YOURSELF.

A TASK |
HALL COMPLETE
d _ A WE
ENJOYED WATTHING
Y You DiE
7 /N TOMORROW....
17 oy 2




77 =
HE NEVER COULD. A ] “When enguiring
/ W into matters of
i i oty
N

@ homan baing 2o
and foretell the
tire




O [ veawwurce ... we nao
PRr| | ARRIVED IN AAURIAS...

SO THIS 1S YOUR HOME
ciny, SLAINE. | SE€ THEY

EAVE THEIR DOORS
LOCKED .. . THAT'S VERY,
TRUSTWORTHY.




e e e
SRS S S

'chc—gQ'Dg o

1'M DYING,
SLAIN

I'VE BETRAYED
MY PEOPLE.

[ MRk e T
SHI N

INE AGAIN.

15 SADE
o) FOSTER SON,
A VAGRANT IS TO BE = IAADAD. AND
OUR NEW KING? THE SON
OF THAT OLD DRUNKARD
ROTH BELLYSHAKER?




WAS THE CUSTOM IN SLAINE'S TRIBE FOR CHILDREN
BE BROUGHT UP BY A FOSTER-FATHER ...

HAVE PLENTY OF A{
CAULDRONS .

INSIDE . .. EVERY WARRIOR
RK INTO

: STAB, (S FLESH
Fe INTO THE CAULDRON GOT-A PIECE OF MEAT
. THERE WAS PLENTY FOR MONGAN-AXEHEAD [
[ .PLENTY FOR GURG OF THE THREE FINGERS...
7 [




EN

BODDESS WEIGHS
AVILY IN YOUR
FAVOUR,, BOY.

JARDS .. THERE WAS DANCING
AND FUNERAL GAMES PLAYED

i
NOUR . .. THE HEADS O

3
NEM/IES W/ERE BROUGHT OUT
ALLS " COMPARED. . .

/.



AND ITS THIS EXPLAINS THE
RELATION |5 "THE BEAST'S CEAN AND

e KE HUNGRY APPEARANC
HICHEVACHE i

YOuR
DWARF pLAys W |
‘THE PART OF THE
COURT JESTBR
Well.

TR EN e,

LAINE

THE WELCOME HOME
IE DESERVES.




s uu " iy
N THE ROUND HALL OF SLAINE'S TRIBE,
MONGAN AND HIS WIFE CRIMORA—
"WOMAN OF GREAT S0UL'—
EMEMBERED THEIR SON .

O
P\ MAKE THE REST,
OF YOU GIVE
0T EASY N2
FOR ¥OU, SLAINE, -
EOR WHEN You were

Te £
COMPENSATION LIKE
AN ADULT.

}» 1 b < <
NS EEE SRR
=4 KEUT AND SLAINE'S 'D?:F?IEA:;;' W
F{ TMIRTY!AND SLAINE": 'y L
fol ALWAYS BEATING MEY % YOU'RE A DWARF|
1 THINK 11D W\

ITHOUT FOOD, WE HAD No
RTE  ONLY A7AMH SPOKE OUT,
GAINST THE SEA DEMONS.




AS THE LAST QUARTER'S

ALUINE—. \/
TAXES HAVE NOT BEEN 'eXQUISITELY.

RECEIVED, THE FOLLOWING BEAUTIFUL'... 0/7HONA |
WOMEN ARE TO BE TAKEN AIDEN OF TH
IN CIBU AS CUMALSX.

YOU ALL? IS THERE A
GLAAMOUR ON YOU?

. ms AW
\ MUMAN TEARS WERE
SREATLY PRIZED AS [
DEMONS DON'T CRY.
bemions soNTTE







THE SIGHT OF THE PEOPLE HE LOVED... ( 1T WAS A PARTICULARLY,
THE GIRLS HE'D GROWN UP WITH... FINE WARP SPASM:
HUPMILIATED.. . COWERING IN FEAR

FROM THESE SEA CREATURES.

BROUSHT ON SLAINE'S WARP M.

5

; ;
= == 7/"
THE POWER OF TH R
60001 SURGED THROUGH -
HIM K 2
=T 7 -

A

NO FOMORS ESCAPEL
WARDS— THEY RoL.
SNOW 7O coot
0- HEAT. ..

SLAINE'S FRENZY
AROUSED

WARRIORS FROM THEIR
STRANGE LETHARSY. -

THE AURA OF THE
SUN 1S AROUND HIM!
HE SHINES RED!
€S VERY

3

7 RS %ﬂ
& AL 7 every
b7 HE HAS GIVEN
US ALL NEW HEARTS! HAS 1T
60 TO WORK WITH
[ YOUR BLADEs! 4 I\




75D

INE TO BE
IND 30 PREPARATION'S

FOR HIS WEDDING TO THE EARTM

GODOESS BEGAN

HIS HAIR WAS DYED THREE COLOURS. ..
BROWN AT THE ROOTS USING THE DUNE
OF A_WHITE HORSE ... YELLOW WITH
LIME TO SPIKE IT UP INTD THE RAYS OF
THE SUN... AND RED ON THE TIPS IN




[

SLAINE
C ROTH..... DO
0U—AS OUR SUN
GREE TO BE

THE RINGS ,
THE

KKO.

ISTLETOE SHOULD
VOUR LOVE BE FERTILE..

SOARING UPWARDS ...




INTO THE DREAM - TIME WHERE 4
HIS SPIRIT CREATURE THE ACROSS MARSH AND
PHOENIX ... THE GOLDEN EAGLE } MOUNTAINS. .. SKY AND
OF THE SUN ... FLEW. .. STARS HE PURSUED IT...

T THE He €
.. PURSUING WHITE ez % JOR S
HORSE GALLGAPIN /AS ALWAYS
FAR BELOW HIM . - L

UNTIL HE N %

z AND HEARD ONCE AGAIN
£ fasT = AN HEARD ENCEASANY g
ARROW \ ~ 4 STONES AT GLASTONBURY.

THE MUSIC OF THE STAR.

AP Bives INTO N S -l
€ SUN S 8 HE WAS REBORN FROM HIS OWN ASHES...




THE LIGHT. FILLED IS MIND.,
KNEW

=2
RECOBNITION THAT THE LIFE
JOgRCE, Was Rovac AND

Y OFEN:
N KING —NO
AT S TR 1B AL AARS =
WOULO NEVER JARM THE

75
€ WAS GLIDING DOVWN 70
EARTHS BAKCFE NS Soom ol

€ RITE 16 ENDED.
THE SReper A

1S_GONE . COM
IT IS TIME FOR
CORONATION

AS SOMEWHERE
/& DISTANCE,




killed, cut up into pieces; and
boiled in water
Ancient. description of
c Coronatior

#e N TOIC
FIRE FLAME AND FIRE
RN 2

).}
MAKE THE WHEEL OF
HEAVEN TURN.

T T

pryom | Eo (o BEE T
AR R Ry
OIRCLE.S‘ 77-/5 JTARJ

Sacies

THERE WAS ONLY ROOM FOR THE NOBILITY, BUT 1
MANAGED T0 SGUEEZE IN GERG AND SOME OF THE
OTHER CHARIOTEER:

EACH OF HIS WARRIORS'
STALLS REPRESEN:
ST o SHE S BIARS




When this uprighteous and
utlandish rite 1s carried out,
rred.

his Kingship is confer
77 DO YOU SWEAR AS <

"He sits in the cauldron surrounded by
$is people and he and they eat of the
meat which he gives to them. "




R BOCse CadlE AATHeRS GHN T ArAdye. Todses,
AROUND HIM %}‘;D‘DN PAST EVENTS
4 70 THE TR 4

Foumne
RBIDDEN

RINK.
WATERS OF o R NEMRIDH
BETWEEN PAWN AN
ealARKNESS

- ” 1,47 \ )=
TIF A KING BROKE 115 GEls 1T
wnuLp LEAD 70 DISASTER AND bEATH. | \
c

THE PARASITE'S TASK WAS TO
AMUSE AND PRAISE THE KING.. |,
V YOU_WILL ENTERTAIN Me
UNTIL THE TIME FOR MY DEATH ,
WHEN You SHALL B¢ K\LLED ALSD
YoU CAN MAKE ME H)
AFTER DEATH




THEN | BESAN MY
BUTIES AS ROYAL
PARASITE AND
SANG THE KING'S
PRAISES'




King 7~z
qsr oloqued
by A.MILLS & GLENN FABRY










Ancient
Chronicles

ON 7HE BATTLE EDGE, WIVES AND CHILDREN
VELLED ENCOURAGEMENT™ OVER THE DIN OF BLARING
TRUMPETS AND SCREAAS OF THE DYING.




; : @ A\ Vi g .
IN THIS WAY, SLAINE'S RED —OR VIOLENT— BRANOH
e e P5 e AT S or A A .
e

AND THERE WWAS FURTHER
ENCOURACEMENT [ 7 ANY
WAS NEEDED) FROM THE
EARTH GODDESS
WATCHING FROA THE

& WORLDS

AS SCAINES WEAVENLY WIFE
BLODEYWEDD— FLOWER FACE’

N THOSE DAYS MiEn
REALLY CoULD WARP.

7HE SERPENT POWER
THROUGH THER BODIES.




]

v "”‘WW//%




When prisoners wers
‘o the

mamD YT
W wooe 727¢ caveoron oF sioon. e
FINAC ASPECT OF THE TRIPLE G0DDESS Al
CERIDWEN, GODDESS OF DEATH.




Lﬁ/ﬂ/t‘ WAS RIGHT IN THINKING THAT F/CHTING
ACYOLAD WOULD AFFORD WIS RED BRANCH THE
!zsu‘ws‘ A0 PROTECTION OF e CARTH dosbess
7 THE SERPENT WRITHE THROUGH
THENR VENS

THER JAIR STOGD ON, END. . THEIR BODIES

B B ey
A MASS WAR OUT

OVERHEAD, THE GODDESS WATCHED

§ 5k Thkee Aspects
10RR /6

Ceaso




€A/ THE RATS
RED WITH THE

/e
& SROUND... |
S - e

‘o e £4R77 FrRE
2T CARTIEE e
2 N
B s wviar secneo e i PR
FIRE~BREATHING SERPENT. .. =

S . & :

LIGHT OVER DARKNESS.

N




 the
eneies they embalm and ke
with pride’ts strangers




B GWALCHAZED THE RAM
fe—— Gauienicco bUNGAN "
> SKULLSMASHER FOR ==
ES==" | 7HE HERO'S PORTION. %=
7

Th

ER7 | cLain THe HERO'S ‘\‘\‘
PORTI \ \
M\ v\ \‘\

10N
A .
=
0D. WELL, NOW THAT'S
DECIDED. PERHAPS WE

2 CAN GET ON WITHOUR A

DINNER BEFORE IT
i GETS COLD.




CAN ONLY OPEN
USELESSLY.




LET ME BoRROW
YOUR HELMET,

\ R
SO TENSE: SIRE
PERHAPS

1
CAN HELP YOU
RELAX?

NO LONGER
FLOURISHES !

[ CAN'T
ATTEND TO

\W INY/
3 >
AR
A WOMAN 3 A
Now ¢
: 0R
AWOMAN'S LIPS
= B “iTook on'THIS
P e <




WHAT 1S IT) SON..7
AREN'T YOU PLEASED WITH
OUR GREAT VICTORY OVER

THE SEA DEMONS?

-

T WE ARE
UNTTED IN OUR
WORSHIP, OF THE EARTH

8ODDESS ! S0 FAR WE'VE |
WiTH

WON BA

THEIR, HELP WE COULD
WIN THE WAR!

BY
JOINING
FORCES

WITH THE
OTHER FREE
A TRIBES

THAT WouLD

e
APPOINTMENT OF
A HISH KING.




THROUGHOUT THE

Such NOTIONS
PEOPLES.

ree i mimane \J

7
BET
4 STRONE KING WHO

You MEAN You
CHOSE HIM
HE WAS WEAK AND Z ADAD.
EASILY LED? ¥ (E SIGEN You T
PUBLIC WARNINGS..

SR s s,
TURNIN V E ME
A e .




BECAUSE
THEY, TOO,
HAVE THEIR
TREASURES.

THE SILVER
SIVORD OF THE
MOON THAT CUTS
THROUGH ANY
METAL




Out of a world of mists and magic, sword
and sorcery, comes the ultimate Celtic
warrior: Slaine.

Exiled from his tribe, he is forced to roam
the land of Tir-Nan-Og with his dwarf,
Ukko. Ahead of him lie terrifying ordeals
that will require all of Slaine’s famed
warrior strength if he is to return victorious,
to claim his rightful place as King.

&
o AL




