British 53rd Infantry Division

December, 1944
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The 53rd “Welsh” Division had served as a home defense division until the Normandy invasion,
where it landed in late June and saw heavy fighting. In the Ardennes Campaign, the Welshmen were
sent across the Meuse to help engage the German spearheads during the January counteroffensive. In
that fight, the 53rd fought a sharp battle against the 116th Panzer, which counterattacked it several times,
but finally recaptured La Roche on January 11 before withdrawing back to Holland.



