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By October of 1942, the Ariete armored division had been fighting in North Africa for almost two
years and had become a trusted veteran unit. At El Alamein, it was part of Rommel’s armored reserve.
Though having only about half of its normal complement of tanks, the division still had plenty of fight
left. Ariete was heavily engaged during the later part of the battle and, as the Axis army was retreating,
the division attempted to blunt the Allied push and act as a rear guard. The division was crushed by
overwhelming numbers, fighting until the last tank was gone. The division ceased to exist and was offi-
cially disbanded in late November.
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