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       The job of the 1st South African Division during Operation Lightfoot was to advance along with the 

2nd New Zealand and help create the southern of the two tank lanes through the minefields.  The divi-

sion was able to advance to its objective line in good order with few casualties. On October 26th, the 

South Africans were ordered to also cover the front that the 2nd New Zealand and 9th Armored Brigade 

had occupied as these units were pulled back into reserve to ready them for Operation Supercharge.  The 

division had no role in Supercharge and its last order was to take over the position of the 51st Highland 

Division.  The 1st South African took no further part in the fighting in North Africa. The division was 

disbanded in January, with some of the troops being absorbed into the new 6th South African Armored 

Division which was being formed. 
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