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THE UNITED STATES ARMY

Lt Stephen Watts Kearny of the
13th Infantry wearing & unilarm
which conforms to the new 1812
regulations with the exception of
A lacad breast and cuffs =
fegtures noted In 8 number of
garly=-war parirails {of Plate A3).
|[Fhetograph from o now-
unlocated portrait)

1812-1815

INTRODUCTION

NOLT June 1812 President James Madison ol the United Staves

E‘.lr'L':q:|'r|.imL=!c'| a state of war with Grem Britain, Pushed thiraugh

Liongress h].' s “War Hawk’ element lf1‘|t:l!£|b|_1r Democranc
Republicans lrom the western and southern states), this war not only
pitted the United States against a world power — albeit one engaged
simultancously in something approaching a world war against Napoleon
— but also intermally divided the Hedgling nation along  political,
cconomical and geographical lines. Equally chaotic and divided was the
state of the |'1.:gu]'r||' mlHlEuy forces ol the Uniled States.

The army's size when war was declared amounted o approximatcly
27000 oflicers and men = on paper; in actuality there were less than
12,000, and almost Liall were recruts, Augmented, in anticipation of war,
by various acts of Congress beginning in January 1812, the combat
clement ol the United States Army on 18 June that vear was composed
of 17 regiments ol infantry, one rille regiment, [our ardllery regiments,
o regiments ol light dragoons, and six independent companics of
rangers (o serve on horse or foot). OF the regiments, only seven
mfantry, two arullery (one beinge the then-dismounted Light Arallery
Regiment), and one cach of rifles and dragoons (also dismounied), had
been extant prior o 1812, Most of these ‘veleran’ corps were scattered
in small dewachments al frontier posts along the Mississippi River and
Canadian border, or in coastal Fortifications along the Atlantic scaboard,

One week after the war broke out, another eight regiments of
regular indanuy were authorised, bringing that arm to a total of

23 regiments (cach now structured as a single battalion of en
companices), and increasing the authorised manpower of the

army o nearly 30,000, Farther increases and reorgansiations

would oceur as the war drageed on, the bigeest being the antho-

risation of 20 addinonal mbantey regiments on 29 fameay 1813,
| Ten additional companics of rangers were approved on 25

Februwary 1815, as well as the creaton of three new nifle reg-
| iments in Febroary 1814 (after that arm had proven its worth in

irregular warlare along the Canadian border during 1812-13),

On 30 March 1814 the 1st and 2nd Lght Dragoons were

merged into a single regiment, while the TseSrd Arnllery
Regiments were reorganised into a 'Corps of Arullery’ consisting
of 12 battalions, cach ol fTour-company strength,

In reality, there would always be @ manpower shortage in the
existing regiments and corps throughour the war, due 10 poor
mducements for enlistment and retenton, as well as aundon from
banle casualtes, discase and desertion. A unit would be lacky andeed 1f




it could feld half of its authorised strength '
at any given time during the war. Maost of the
short-term infantry regiments raised under the
Congressional act of 29 January 1815 — with a few
notable exceptions — never saw action, and some
were paper regiments’ in the bluntest sense ol
the werm, The army reached s apex in authorised
strength in spring of 1814 — 62,674 wroops on
paper; ver there were only some 31,00 men
actually in service.

Prior 1o the War of 1812 the American army
was essentally a small constabulary Torce led, by
and large, by aging Revolutionary War ollicers
who stll followed the same practical and
theoretical military applications they had learned
decades earlier. Until 1812 1the Baron von
Steuben’s ‘Blue Book' remained the official
manual for the order and discipline of troops and
for mfantry dArill and manoeuvers, as it had since [
1 779, despite the many tactical and organisational |
innovations  introduced in Furope during |
three successive decades of warfare, Bevond the
regimoental level there was litle ocrganisational

structure upon which te build, and rarvely did a ; J e T

- #
: ander an s staff serve wogether at any | rreed LT A i
commander and his stdf serve together at any | Grreedd Lt o

one ume, much less an entre regiment. There L
was no prolessional f,_{tnn:m! stall’ corps, and no
supporting branches such as quartermaster or ordnance specialists,
The small but extremely professional Corps of Engineers had a myvriad
of responsibilities, from supervising the erection ol permanent
fortifications 1o administering the fledgling United . States Mihiary
Academy, The academy itsell had only graduated 89 cadets between its
establishument in 1802 and the outbreak of war of those, the 63 then
serving as commissioned officers in the army were o junior in rank o
have much authoriy or influence.

Despite its inttial blunders on and ofl the batleficld in the carly par
ol the War of 1812 {or conversely, because of them), the United States
Army had evolved into @ small but thoroughly professional standing
army by the time it returned w a peacetime establishment on
3 March 1815, Gone were the aging Revolutionary heroes and polinician-
generals of the first year of the war, replaced through haolefield wial with
a new generation of innovative and imaginative general officers, such as
Winficld Scott and Alexander Macomb. The engineer and artillery corps
could vie with the best Europe had 1o offer; and American regular
infantry had proven the equal of the British ‘redeoals’ = then considered
the best foot troops in Europe. However, it was the establishment of a
permancrt general stafl, as well as the creation or modernisation of the

support services (including the Offices of the Commissary General of
Purchases, the Quartermaster General and the Commissary General of

Ordnance), and the Federal armoury and arsenal svstem, that would
eriable the army 1o make the transition from peacetime o wartime
mobilisation with elficiency and speed in later wars,

Watercolour drawing of Lt James
Walis af the 11th Infantry, by
John Vedder of Bome, MNew Yok
c1812. He also wears a unilasm:
reminiscent of the 1810 patiem
with unframed collar and silver
Iace (rather than blue ‘worked]
buttonhales on the breast.
{Author's collecstion)



Loose page concerning. infantry
uniforms frem the incomplete,
draft 1812 published regulations
= a complete copy has yot to be
discovered. (Courtesy Mational
Archives, Washington, DC)

* UNIFORM OF THE SOLDIERS. _ -
—ra—

Caps.'cockades, eagles, plates in front of the

PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY

With the exception of the means of subsistence, which was supplied
under localised contract, the procurement and distribution of afl other
army supplies were centralised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on the eve
of the War of 1812, This responsibility lay within twe government offices
subject to the orders of the Secretary of War, The Purvevor ol Public
Supplies of the Treasury Department, a position occupied since 183 by
Tench Coxe, was responsible for contraciing or purchasing such goods;
while the Superintendent of Military Stores, then Callender Irvine, was
responsible for storing and issuing the supplies intended for the
US Army, These military supplies inchuded clothing, accoutrements,
camp equipage. hospital stores, Indian irade goods and, 1o some degree,
arms {especially those produced under contract for the government).
Although somewhat flawed, this system should have worked well enough
in peacetime, had it not been for the bitter personal enmity and
professional rivalry berween the incumbent office-holders.

Army clothing was made by low-hitl contracts with tatlors (unitorm
clothing) and seamstresses (principally shirts, fatigue frocks and
trousers), who were required o produce garments “equal in all respects’
1o the scaled paterns or samples deposited in the
Philadelphia Arsenal onder the care ol the
Military Storekeeper;, one of Iivine’s subordinates,

’*% The contractonrs deew aur nnmade materials rom
i the Military Stovekeeper in the quantity estimated
___:j adequate Lo complete the requisite garmenis, and
-; remirned the finished goods for inspection QA TISL
'3!

Hlfﬂl.t‘l'_l I‘,I':'I_Ll{_"l.']'l_!i dred i:_"'.'t'J'IIH:-l] :-HZI'.!.‘].'Hill'l{ZL' L

cap, and cord and tassel, of the same fashion A

‘a3 directed for the platoon oilicers ; the 7%

L..eip]ume. white, and to rise 6 inches above the 2

? topol the cap ; cord and tassel forthe cap, to E
e off white cotton,

Ef,f The coats and buttons of the same fashion

'# a3 those of the platoon officers ; the bulton

Ry fioles in front, on the poeket flaps and cuffs, .7
%{ and the collar laced with white binding, T
Wi Vests of white cloth, single breasted, with-- E
'ﬁ ok flaps, and of sullicient I¢ igth to cover the i
. weisthand, with welts across the packets; ©
panm]amwul‘ suflicient’ length to cover the -
' quarters of the shoe, one of blue and one of
syhite for wipter, and white linen for summer ; 1
"'J:},'B.'H puiters of cloth ; stocks of stiff, black,
glazml leather. !

MWW

rejection. Irvine levelled camplaines that fraod
and abuse could and did occur nnder this system.

Uniforms were produced in four standard sizes
by height {with average proporficnate measures
applied to cach siee Foor width of chest, wuast,
thigh, erc.) in pwo-inch inerements: Siee One was
for men of 5ft 6ins (1.67m) and Size Four for men
of 6t (1L.E2m) or more. Approved patterns and
written specifications were deposited at the
Arsenal for use of the government and ther
contractors. Despite these saleguards, the milors
somerimes  delivered finished garments  that
differed greatly from the approved form. While
sich  deviations  were  sometimes  due Lo
professional differences over whar constituted the

proper military cut or size (the applicaton o

‘scientific principles’ of proportionate ailorng
sill being in its infancy), it was more olten the
resilt of ‘cribbing” on the part of the contractor
Cloth was issucd out in bulk vardage, so an
additional profit could be realised by the
contractor-tailor through carelul cutting which
would leave him with excess material for his

ey sy BT phe GEUTTICIIS Were e smalier o

|



skimpier than official patterns an unscrupulous ailor would
realise even greater profits. While these abuses were
sometimes: detecied during the inspection process, the
complaints of field commanders over receiving small or

prove that Irvine's complaings had some merit.

Tench Coxe was a strong proponent of domestic
manufactures and, o his credin did his best 1o
stimulate the growth of the infant wextdle indusury
{and related wades) in America by encouragernent
and incentives, As war with Gieat Britain appoarcd
likelv by Mayv 1811, the Secretary of War directed
him to actively solicit bids for domestic cloth Lo
armiy clothing. especially as a possible blockade of I"."
American ports by Roval Navy ships would cut ofl any
hope of a steady supply from Europe. By November,
Coxe was able o report that ‘the requisite supply ol
woolen goods for any probable force may be oblained
from our own manufacturers even for 1812°, Coxe was also
hopeful that “substantial goods of flax and hemp... [mighy
also be] within our capacity’, but had an alternative in mind
should supplics fail w materialise = American coton. He had alveady
enjoved some success the previous vear with using cotton drilling in
place of hemp tor soldiers” overalls and panaloons.

With the expansion of the army in January 1812, Secretary of War
William Eustis informed Coxe that clothing for 200000 additional troops
would be required beyond those he had alveady underaken 1o make up
for the existing “old” regiments; by February this was amended 1o 25,000,
The sudden and unanticipated demand for cloth saitable for soldiers’
clothing resulted in almost immediate shortages, and prices soared -
especially as knowledgeable specularors, anticipating the mobilisation,
had bought up much of the available cloth suitable for uniforms, Coxe
soon found that he could not purchase sufficient quantities o good
quality uniform cloth (blue, scarlet and white) at nearly any price. With
these new developments. and under increased pressure from all
quarters, his carlier optimism began to flag.

By mid-March, Coxe informed the Secretary that his ‘expeciations of

an early uniform a sound and a handsome supply [was] much too
sangiine’, and began o devélop contingency plans. He requested
and received permission to purchase drab cloth to make coats and
pantaloons to clothe the new recrnits, He argued with the Secretary that
the *Service is necessarily injured by the adoption of new uniforms
helore the summer’ uniforms were completed. as the latier were "always
the last in thel.. making,” With warm weather almost at hand and
waollen uniform cloth either unobtainable or too expensive, he
recommended furnishing recruits with ‘Russia sheeting” (hemp linen)
jackets and linen or cotton overalls. Once the old regiments hacl
received their full uniforms and the new regiments were clothed in this
inexpensive, stop-gap dress, the business of providing winter unilorms
for the new corps could then be addressed. This proposal was adopted
and Coxe, emploving nearly 5,000 tailors and seamstresses, had made
considerable headway when an April recrganisation of the supply svstein

Portrait miniature by Nathaniel
Regers of an unidentified
infantry ficld-grade officer, |
¢1812. His uniform is in |
complete accord with the 1812
regulations; his shoulderbelt hag:
a sliver oval plate bearing an
American eagle in the centra.
(Auther's collection)




Lack of printed 1812 regulations
farced Gol Aleiander Macomb of
tha 2rd Artillery to send ane of
hiz efficers written specifications
and drawings to ensure that he
had his wniferm made according
to the mew pattarn. [Courtesy
Manuseripts Division, The Library
of Congrass)
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abolished his position. On 1 June, just weeks before war was declared, he
vacated the Purvevor’s office.

A new position had been created in s place: the Commissary
General of Purchases, now directly under the control of the Secretary of
Wiar, The Purvevor's chiel elerk, Benjamin Mifflin, was appointed depury
commissary and managed affairs capably in the interim untl the
position was filled. Tronicallv, Coxe's old nemesis Callender Irvine was
appointed Commissary General in August, and soon encountered many
of the same difficuldes that Coxe had laboured under, including a
meddling Secretary of War. This latter impediment changed for the
better in January 1813 when John Armstrong ook over as Seeretary of
War; for all of his other faules, he gave Invine and other subardinares
much greater fatitude in managing the procurement of clothing and
other war materials.

Irvine's contract reforms
Prior to his new appointment, bvine had already aken steps o reform
the clothing system following the course that he had long advocaied., He
reported o Eustis on 2 September 1812 that in June he had convineed
Mifflin 1o adopt his “plan of having all the materials cut lor Garments
prior to issue’ o the contractors; this had the advantage that in i
exccution the amount of materials saved 13 lound to be very considerable
and the making of the Clathing greatlv expedited’. Irvine now proposed
‘aking a large House in Philada. where twentv or thirly Cutters may be
constantly emploved and where Inspections of cvery Rind, can be
conducted'. He noted thar the ‘shafeings’ (the scraps of clath remaining
after cutting oul garments — by wraditon the property of the tallor-cutier)
could be sold to the rag rade, and the profi
would more than cover the cost of rental
and wpkeep. This new measure reccived the
Secretary's endorsement and was cartied  oul
under the direct supervision of the Commnssary
General,

Under this new svstem, Dvine was able o

whom operated ‘slop shops’ specialising i the
production of coarse, ready-made clothing for
siatlors, the trades and lower classes. These hirms

the sarments o indigent tailors, seamstresses
and even children, pocketing a substantial
portion of the government allowance per garment
produced. Irvine’s new cutting and inspecton
systemn eliminated the middleman, and during the
height of wartime production he was emploving
3.000-4,000  oulside workers In making up
clothing for the army,

The master cutter and his assistants would
cut out the garments by the standard sizes. The
cut-out cloth components lor a jacket or coat, lor
example, were then lolded with the requisite
amount of buttons, tape, thread and other

circumvent the owutside master ilors, many of

generally subcontracted out the actual assembly of




Light infantry company other
ranks' coates of the British
J04th Regiment of Foot, part of
the 1812 issue captured by an
American privateer. The red
coats were [ssued to various
infantry and artillery units during
1813-1814 for their field music
after minimal alteration
[ehanging the buttons and
facings and presumakbiy removing
the lage], while the buff
musicians’ coats were issued to
the 3red Artillery’s band in 1814,
(Courtesy Cape Ann Historical
Association; author’s photograph)

materials caleulated for s campletion. The bundle was issued o g
outside worker, who would be paid the pre-designated lee for that :u‘n'n::';
uporn its completion, once it had passed inspection for quality of finid
This measure resulied in an increased production rate at lower cost|
the government, while ensuring both well-made uniforms and 2
adequate income for the workers so emploved, The svstem provw
sov effectve n uu_‘n'lin_g (hie ﬂerl}":-. necds thar it contnwed with Tidl

rnachfieation el the Cival War
In 1813, DIivine also received permission to appeint depu
comimissaries on a regional level, These officials, replacing the supp
Agerls whie Tand earher been under the |~‘Ill'u:}'u| ol Public HI:E:piit:ﬁ, LWE
Fovcmbee at kn;_'}' ETH Cilies ;»L:Ir_m;_{ thie Al seaboard = New York, Bostog
and Portsmouth, New Hampshire = commercial and l‘|'|'r1|11||"=t{leIl"lIl:
huls tha ideally terms of and lam
wansportation for poods, Besides locating and purchasing goods w
used in Philadelphia for the production o unitorms and other w
I:'['l'l_]l[:l.ciul'_"' 1_]1-:_“'; W 1;‘“_1- '::"]'n.l_"'l'l Il'\lli:lrl"‘-.]l]l]!Hl s D0 e rAch [Hﬂ 'II'Ifi i"|‘-\,.|,
uniforms and equipment for many of the new corps raised withi
Lhiein Although they had

wirre wlso siterl in waler

It "-.['ll! L. [1'\.1"“ 1 E_hlli:ll'l"-.

considerable degree of lI'Il'J.I:"":I{"I'Il:']I:'IZ'I.{l in sug

with detailed guidelines for the procurement
inspection of goods, as well as samples and seals
patterns of cloth, uniforms, buttons, insignia an
ACCOULPeents,

Despite Irvine’s hest effors 1o ensure som
level of uniformity and consistency ol quald
there was a marked degree of variation due
wartime shortages, pressing necds from the Nel
varicd interpretations of pattern specilication
and plain mismanagement in the contracting a
INSPClion Process.

CLOTHING

since the close of the Revolutionary War il
troops of the United States Army had worn |
rather plain, austere "natonal” unitorm Comsisting
of blue coats with red facings and white smg
clothes; infantry and cavalry umiforms had whie
linings and buttons, while artllery b

and vellow metal butons, This continoed
effect, with only minor changes, unul 1
outhreak of the War of 1512,

By 1800 most European armies had begun &
adopt close-bodied coats or jackets: that i
uniforms that were  single-
buttoning closed from neck w0 waist, therel
covering all {or nearty all) of the waistcoal or ve
from view. Not o in the United States, when
the traditional 18th century ‘cutaway style’,

matters Irvine provided the [!l‘.':ﬂl'g. commissarn §

or doubile-breasted

wilk



contrasting lapels, facings and mirnbacks, sall survived. This reluctance
o adopt a more modern cul in miliary clothing can be cqually
attributed 1o the parsimony in military matters of the Jefferson
administration, and to the conservatism of the then Secretary of War
Henry Dearborn - a former Revoludonary War officer = in points of
military fashion. For example, it would not be untl 1810 that the three
primary arms of the US Army — infantry. artillery and cavalry = would
finally receive approval 1o wear lapelless, single-breasted unilorms.

In 1812 the existing military laws of the United States authorised each
enlisted man to receive an annual allowance of clathing consisting of:
ane coat (or jackel for d:';;g:ln:llh], a woollen vest, two pnit':é of woollen
fvers
hall-gaiters, a cap. a neckstock, a Fatiguae frock and rousers, as well as

VATIOUS TICCESsaries
boots). Since 1802 troops serving in the semi-tropical areas south of the
Sath latitude had also been issued a sleeved linen “roundaboutl” or acket

including shivis; siockings, socks and shoes (or

in liew of one of the two authorised pairs of woollen overalls.

Coats for all corps, since 1810, were closed an the breast with hooks
and eves rather than buttons, because the corresponding huttonholes
were trimmed with round-section worsted cord rather than lace ar tape
binding, and the button shanks were nat large or strong enough for the
extra thickness and resulting suain from repeated buttoning. Buttons
mstead were placed at the outer termination ol the hreast holes for mere
decarative effect. The cord holes themselves were “liable 10 be freted
out in field service. A surplus of this covd wim was still in store lefi over
lram procurements for the previoos uniform patterns, and was (o be
usecl in hew of binding unul stocks were rl-:*|ﬂi:|r.c]- Although the patierns
for uniforms (no printed regulations having ever been issued) had been
completely changed in 1810, there was still a great deal of dissatistaciion
concerning the army's clothing on the eve of war.

Iz (also known as pantaloons), two pairs of linen overalls, & pair.of

Uniform coatee worn by

Capt John Woaol of the

13th Infantry during 18412-13, 1t
has silver trim . on collar anly, as
oppasad to the full-laced coat
wiorn by his brother officer
Stephen Kearmy reproduced on
page 3. Note the small, laced,
unfringed contre-epauletie on
the left shoulder; the size of the
collar; and the placing of the
callar buttons far back. [Courtasy
Rensselasr County Historical
Soclety, Troy, New York)
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Eustis and the 1812 regulations
[n January 1812 Secretary of War Eustis, under the influence of certain
army officers, decided 1o issue a complete new set ol uniform regulations
for the army, even with war now in the ofling, rather than merely
modifying the existing dress to suit wartime production, The Purveyor
informed the Secretary that he had already convacted lor the uniforms
an the 1810 pattern for most of the old corps and that it was too late to
amend the contracts, especially as many ol the uniforms were already
made up. Eustis instructed Coxe that all fuore uniform contracts
should be made according o the new printed regulagons then under
preparation. An incomplete draft ‘hook ol regulations’ (apparently
covering only infantey, artillery and light artillery uniforms) was sent to
the Purvevor at the close of the month, which upon review was found
fo contain numerous errors and inconsistencies. Coxe requested
further clarification in early February, and there ensued a muddled
correspondence between the Secretary, his aide LiCol John Fenwick
(apparently the author of the new regulatons), and the confused
Purveyor which lasted umil early March, when Fenwick was sent from
Washington to Philadelphia to confer with Coxe and finalise uniform
details. Eventually, supplemental civeulars dealing with rifle and light
dragoon uniforms would be issued in April and [une respectively, but no
complete set of printed 1812 regulations was ever produced — probably
because revisions and modifications seemed to ocour on a nearly daily
basis unl the regulatons were superceded in spring 1813

This conduct was in keeping with the Secretary’s reputation as
cne unable to distinguish between critical and routine duoties of
office, who spent his time ‘reading ads ol peuy retailing
Amerchants to find out where he [might] purchase HHF shoes
or 100 hais” rather than focusing on the big pictare — a
praciice equally characieristic of Tench Coxe’s own conduct
in office, according ta the Purvevor’s crtics. In the
meantime, Superintendent of Military Stores- levine had
been overlooked i the distribution of the dralt
regulations, and expressed his surprise when he learned
in carly March that new patterns were being developed.
Coxe replied that he had *Reguested the Secy. of War 1o
send up some Copies of the New Uniform & hoped you
had got some’.

As word leaked out about the new uniform changes,
other officers hegan to weigh in with their opinions,
Fenwick repeatedly harangued Coxe concerning minor
details of the new uniform tor light artillery = Fenwick’s
vwn corps — which had been changed 1o an all-blue coat
in place ol the blue faced with red worn earlier. The coats
were already under contract and Coxe had o send
additional blue clath and trimmings to the @ilors to modily
themn in accordance with the new regulations. Similarly, old
pattern dragoon and rifle uniforms had been in store and were
issuing out when new uniforms for those corps were eventually
specified some months later. The ald patiern dragoon coats, along
with the remaining unaltered light avillery coats on hand, would
eventually be converted into infantry coats.

Although not mentioned in eithe
the 1812 or 1813 regulations,
officers eften wore uniferms of
linen or catten durlng hot
weather, Jachkets similar to those
worn by enlisted men ara
frequently encountered in
officers’ inventories, and
all-white coats were apparznily
also worn. Probably made during
1812-1813, this linen coabes
was worn by an officer in tha
18th Infantry. (Courtesy Mations
Musaum of American History,
Smithsonian Institution; Rass
Kimmel photograph}




INFANTRY DRESS

In January 1812 Fenwick had sent Secretary Fustis a writlen
memaorandum outlining a new, simplified uniform which he proposed
for the infantry. The blue unilorm retained is scarlet cnlls, collar and
turnbacks, hut would now be single-breasted with one row ol nine
buttens down the breast, He suggested replacing the evlindrical felt cap
(first approved for infanuy in 1810) with a felt cap nine inches
high, wider at top than botom, ‘in shape of an inverted sugar cone’ —
an attempt to copy the French military shako, These proposals
were maodified and incorporated into the incomplete 1812 uniform
regulations first circulated at the close of the montl.

As printed, the umilorm consisted of 4 blue coal rned up with
scarlet ctffs and standing collar and white tarnbacks ar the skir, For
commissioned officers the collar was edged with silver metallic lace, and
two white' (silver-plated} buttons with corresponding silver lace holes
were placed on each side of the collar, The coat was single-breasied with

ten white buttons down the breast, ser off with ‘blind” buttonholes of

blue silk twist worked on cach side, and each cudt with four buttons and
blind holes of searlet twist, Cross flaps were placed on the hips, each
bearing four butions and blind heles of blue ovist. Field oflicers wore
long coats with ‘skirts lined and faced with white cloth, with a diamaoned
of scarlet cloth... laced with silver kace” at the junction of the turnbacks.
‘Platoon” (company grade) ollicers wore ‘coatees, trinmmed similarly o
the coats of the field officers’, while soldiers wore “coats & buttons of the
same Fashion [but of pewter] as those of the platoon othicers; the hartron
haoles in the front, on the pocket laps & cufls, & the collar laced with
white binding’, Underneath was worn a sleeveless vest of white cloth with
welted pockets, closed by nine small pewter infantry buttons,

Field officers were authorised a ‘Chapeaux de bras’ {a hicorne
capable of folding flat) 9%ins 1w 11ins high and lins to 18ins wide.
bound with halfineh black silk ribbon, and trimmed with silver tassels
and loop and a black cockade with a silver eagle in the centre, The
cockade was ‘o rise one inch above the brim', surmounted by a white
plume 8ins high, Company officers were o wear “caps of evlindrical
form, with cockades on the left side o rise one inch above the top of the
cap; asilver band; & tassels falling from the crown of the cap on the right
sidle, an oblong silver plate in front of the cap bearing the name of the
corps, & number of the regiment: a white plome worn in front, the stem
placed hetween the silver plate & surface of the cap; the plume 1o rise
ahove the cap 8 inches’. This was the firse oflicial sanction for jumor
olficers to wear the evlindrical caps similar (o those authorised for their
men since 1810,

Soldiers” caps and trimmings were ‘of the same fashion as directed
lar the platoon officers’, although of plainer materials. Of wool felt,
these were to range in height from 634 ins to 7¥%ins in direct proportion
s the hat size of the wearer, hound round the crown and brim with black
worsted binding, and lined under the 2¥in-wide visor with thin black
leather of ‘morocce’ finish. Trimmings included white feather plumes
|{lins long overall, rising Gins above the cap. Gap plates were of tirned
iron (later pewter); the "hands & mssels’ were miade ol white cotton or
worsted cord; and cockades were of stamped leather with pewter cagles,
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Winter legwear for soldiers consisted  of high-waisted woollen
‘vantaloons [also called ‘overalls’] of sufficient length 1o cover the
quarters of the shaes, one of blne & one of white for winter’, finished
gaiter-fashion at the ankle aned closed by three small uniform butions.
Linen or cotton drilling pantaloons for summer were cul anly o the
ankle hone, as they were intended 10 he worn inside hall-gaiters of
blackened linen (ater wooel) that came up searly to the call of
the leg and buttoned close with nine small pewter buttons. The
pantalonns were fernished with suspender (hraces) buttons,
hut the men were expected for furnish their own suspenders
(at least one soldier was punished for cutling up his musket
sling 1o hold up his overalls).

OMlicers wore similar vests and pantaloons (breeches were
Jlso authorised for feld officers) of finer cloth in winter arnd
Jeans &c. in swmmer’, with short hoots for oot officers and
Hong hoots with white tops” for the mounted field officers,
Black neckstocks were worn by all, of silk or leather fon
officers and thick 'glazed’ leather for enlisted men: Soldiers’
shiirts were of relatively coarse linen, with a ‘ruffled bosom’” or
neck “chiterling’ of finer material = a rough approximation
af the more genteel shirs worn by officers and gendemen.

The clathing for the seven old infantry regiments had
already been contracted out following the 1810 specilicatons,
and much af it was already on hand in late spring 1312, as was
the summer clothing for most of the army. By June production
of winter clothing for the new infantry regiments (following the
new 1812 regulations) was the priority; yet blue cloth was still in
short supply on the market. On 23 June, Deputy Commissary
Mifflin suggzested ‘an alleration in the infantry coal.. as we shall not be
able 1o procure blue Cloth sufficient to the whaole number ar perhaps
any... after providing for the Artillery & Diragoons, Which it is proposed
to Clothe in their uniform & therefore we shall have 1o resort to drabs,
Brown & Mixt [grev cloth made of mixed yarn from black and white
sheep] Colors Sc. of which we have so great @ quantity ...". Besides
changing the colour, he proposed to ‘omit the binding on the Coat
altogether’, noting that such will allow them to be made ‘in nearly half
the tme' at a great saving in labour and materials. MitHlin believed
that there was not worsted “binding sullicient in the U, States’, and
recommended that ‘if it should be continued a [cotton] tape or some
other substitute’ could be used; which could be lefl off and shipped out
with the ready-made uniforms to be "put on by the tailors in the army’
when the clothing was ssued and mdividually fitted Lo troops at thedr
starions. The Secretary approved Mifflin's scheme, with the caveat thit
binding or tape continue to be provided for the unilorms, either to be
sewn on during original production or shipped for Iater attachment b
company Lailors, depending on the exigencies of the moment,

Callendeér Trvine endorsed and continued this programme of
stop-gap production when he became Commissary General in August
1812, By the 24th of that month the searlet doth used for facings and
musicians’ unifornms (who wore coatees of reversed colours) was in short
supply and ‘the cutting of the Coats 1s suspended on that account’. Two
weeks later he instructed one of his deputies o purchase all the scarlet

The 1813 regulations introduce
all-blue, long-skirted coals lorl
commissioned olficars

reegard less of rank. Infantry an
artillery coats were to have
‘straight’ worked buttonholes
across the breast. This examp
veorn by a field afficer of the
20th Infantry, has diamonds

of narrow silver lace on the
termination of each skirt
turnback. Mso pictured are
the officer's white woollen
pantaloons, intended to be v
tucked Into high boots and
trimmed with four buttons al
the outseam of each knae in
imitation of breeches.
[Courtesy Tennessea State
Museum; authar’s phntugmprli-'
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cloth he could lind, and in addinen "Dral
Clath.., of a good quality’, noung that it "could be
dyed [blue], or made up as they are with Green
Collars & Culfs = some of this kind have been
made up here they laok exceedingly well’, He also
dirceted the purchase of mixed [grey] cloth, ‘if
criough of one shade can be got for a Regt, For
the drab uniforms and at least some of the mixed
erew, black Binding was used in lieu of white,

Despite these measures it was sull taking oo
lomag to make up the Tull uniforms, so hvine
directed that 5,000 jackets and overalls be made
up from drab or grey cloth. These were o be
shipped west o Gen William Henry Harrison's
Northwest Army and the troops along the
Mississippi, as he feared that their regular
uniform supplics would not be made up and
shipped belore the severe winter weather closed
roads and froze viver shipping routes (which was
indecd the casel. In other instances, commanding
officers refused o accept the unitorms shipped
for their reginents, In October 1812 the
Lath Tnfantry was still dressed “in linen Jackets at
the resque of the health of the men, thro’ a
disinclination o receive either Drab or a very
handsome Brown Coats faced wath red’ on the
part of its commander, Col Cromwell Pearce,

E‘r..-' theclose ol the Ve Irvine [elt that the cloth
situation was well enough in hand that he directed
his deputics o purchase Tor coats only blue or
drih cloth [qapah]t: L':I'ht‘.lllg {lj.'i‘.d blue). However,
searlet cloth stll remained a scarce commadily,
though partly alleviated by the capture of a
British transport ship carrving uniforms for the
10 ch Regiment of Foot, Purchased at auction for
the army’s use, some of the madder red coats were
on Irvine's instructions cut up for facmg cloth; the
rest were issued complete, with buttons, Ecing
cloth and oimmings sullicient to alter them into
infanory or artillery musicians’ coats.

The 1813 reforms

To prevent a recurrence of such shortages and Lo
reduee the cost of army clothing, Irvine proposed
an even plainer dress for wroops in fumre. The
new Secretary of War was in agreement, and by
February 18138 hvine notified his deputies that
“the full trimmesd Infy Coar may be dispensed with
the present vear', Adopted in its stead was a blue
coat with "Bed Callar & Culfs, wo button holes of
pape on cach side of the collar in imitaton of lace
plain breast single row ol buttons Cross indented
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Thizs 1813 leather infantry cap is
probably fram one of the early
contracts, as it still has a
separately applied frentpieco
{later made Integral with the side
bady], which doas ‘not rise above
the Crown more than ... one & a
half inches, whereas ... the
pattorn cap ... is two inches &
fiwe sights". Hote that it is edoed
with while paint in imitation of
binding. it still has its original
eotten 'band and tassels', and
once had a pre-1814 patlern cap
plate attached in front. (Couriesy
Don Trolani Gollection)

Haps'. Leather caps in lieu ol the cheaper but less durable felt ones we
also approved, o be hunished once every two vears.

The new infantry cap was already in production by January 18135 -
copy of the British ‘Belgic” cap of 1812 regulations, but made of leath
rather than felt. With its raised [rontpiece, rounded at the top, o b
come 1o be known as the ‘tombstone shako’, although at the time 1t
simply known as “the infantry cap’ - distinguishing it from the carls
lelt cap lorm, which was commonly called a “hat’ (being o mulit
adapiation of a civilian hat siyle popular at this dme), The leather @
was trimmed with a cotton cord ‘hand and tassels that ran diagonad
across the front from the upper right of the crown o the lower left B
place of the white [eather plume earlier worn the new cap had
‘pompon’ or ikt ol white worsted or cotton on its left sides atits base w
a small, circnlar cockade of embossed leather with a small pewter eagl
or an eagle button. It had a folding rain ap of thin voan leather whic
buttoned up around the rear hall of the lower crown, much hkes
military ‘turban’. In April 1513 leather caps were [irst shipped to &
infantry regiments then stationed on the Niagara frontier and at Sacke
Harbor, New York. Due to the large number of ovlindrical felt caps «
on hand, most of the short-term regiments (mumbered 26 and highe
received the earlier form in 1813, rather than the more cxpenss
leather cap. Most, il not all infantry regiments received the 1513 leaths
cap by summer 1814, Distinctive and durable, although heavier than (8
felt cap and somewhat ungainly (as pointed out by some of its crinic
the 1313 cap proved so popular with the majority of the army’s office
that it was adopted for all corps in 1816

As early as October 1812 Irvine had argued for a plain but "handsos
uniform’ consisting af all-blue coatees trimmed with white or vellow @p
an collar anly, for infanuy and artillery respectivelv. The skirt Tacig
were also to be ol blue cloth, with a piece of white or vellow tape in fon
of a diamand ar the termination of the nrnback. By April 1815 he e
convinced Secretary of War Armstrong ol the wisdom of this measun
and it was announced that “Scarlel Culls & Collars will be done away's
futre, Musicians' coatees were now all scarlet (or red), with colls

trimmed with tape as on the soldiers’ coars.
Gone o were the unpopular gaitered overalls; the woollen oversd
were now ‘Lo be made rather shorter than heretofore and i
tongue entirely mken away’. Replacing the calf-length ling
vaiters were black woollen ones which came up to just below i
knee and buttoned close with 15 small uniform buttons perlg
apparently copied from those then in use in the Brigsh Armi
The publication of the 1813 wuniform regulations i M2
linalised the changes that had already taken place, and oflicd
introduced the all-blue uniform which would continue in use’
the US Army, with only minor sevlistic changes, for the next o
decades. In the preamble 1o the regulations the key unifor

changes were summarised:
The cout of the injantry and artiliery shedl e wntformiy bl

red collar and cuffy, and ne lace, slhall be worn Iy any g
excefrting in efddsttes and sword Erots. Al officers will wear o
of the lenoth of thase worne by field officers. Al the vank and filew
wear coatees. The tton holes of these will be trimmed with fajel



the collar omly, Leather caps will be substituted for fell,
afeid wrirsted cotton poampos for feethers.”

The remmainder of the regulations discussed n
ereat letail the changes in ot and trivming
of officers’ uniforms by branch, as well as their
insignia and headgear. No further discussion of the
enlisted uniforms was deemed necessary, as such
were provided by the government, while officers
were responsible for purchasing  their own
uniforms. On paper; the new infantry dress would
remain unchanged unul the end ol the war In

reality, a good proportion of the inlanoy clothing
for the vear 1813 had already been made up with
scarlet facings, and there were siill quantities
of the full-wimmmed and variccoloured 1812
uniferms i store and issuing out. From surviving
correspondence, supply orders and receipts for
delivery it is possible to docwment much of the
Sbewildering array of uniform issues during the
18121813 period by regiment. “(1812)° here
overs the period autumn 181 2—spring 1813, and
HIREAY the periad anmmn 181 5-spring 1514
Ist Infantry {1812) 1810 uniform,
Ind Infantry {1812} 1810 uriform: (1ELE)
leather caps.

Srd Infantry (1312} 1810 unilorm.

Ath Infantry — (1812) 1810 uniform, with cartridge box worn round

Lhe wiise.

Sth Infantry (1812 181012 unilorm made from converted old
panern light artillery and dragoon coats; white hoff

leather crosshelis; (1813) leather caps,

fith Infantry ~ (1812) 1810 uniforms, white buckstail plumes in caps,
white buff belting; (1813) coatees of "Blue (red collars

& Cuffs, white tips)’, leather caps,

Fib Infantry (1812} 1810 uniform.

fth Infantry (1812} 1812 patern brown coatees finished with
hinding’. and black coatces.

10th Infantry  {1512) bluce coatees and brown coatees.

11th Infantry  (1813) blue coatees with “white facings’ (probably tape
i), leather caps.

12th Infantry  (1812) drab coatees; (1813) leather caps,

Iith Infantry (1213} leather caps.

Hih Infantry {1812} brown coatees and “drab faced red’ coatees:
{ LE13) leather caps,

15th Infantry {1812) grev coatees with black binding; (1813} leather

_ Caps.

16th Infantry  (1812-13) black coatees faced red; (1813) black coutees
faced red, leather caps, music in altered British 104th
Foot red coats.

17th Infantry  {1812) linen, later mixed grev or drab roundabout

Jackers and overalls; (1813) black coatees {sent out
untrimmed in late 1812), felt caps,

One af three pattarns of infantry
cap plate known ta have baen
made and issued in 1813, thia
stamped pewter example has a
blank space left before the
'REGT" struck balow the
eaglefpanoply of arms device. A
regimental number was Intended
te be struck here before issue,
bul many were shipped ot
unmarked, as bath numbered
and plain examples are Known.
{Courtesy, J.Duncan Camphb-ell}
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18th Infantry (1512} bluc coatees.

19th Infantry (1812} linen, later mixed grey ordab wool round
abouts and overalls; (18313) 1512 pattern ll-trimmed
blue uniforms, lelt caps.

20th Infaniry (1812} drab and brown coatees; (1813) leather caps.

21st Infantry (1813 1812 patern blue and red coatees (possibly fully
laced) . leather caps.

22nd Infantry (1812) drab coatees faced green with black binding,
music in reversed uniforms of green feed with drab;
white and bluesmixed woollen overalls: (18133 leather
CA.

24th Infantry (1812} linen, later grey mixed or craly jackets and
overalls; (1813) 1812 pattern blue coatees, lelt caps.

25th Infantry  (1812) brown coatees faced red; (1813) blue coatees
faced red made per February 1813 specilications,
leather caps.

26th Infantry (1813) early 1813 pattern blue coutces faced red, feh
caps.

27th Infantry  (1813]) carly 1813 pattern blue coatees Faced red, felt
CAPS.

28th Infantry (1813} carly 1513 pattern blue coatees faced red, felt
CiAps.

32nd Infantry (1813) early 1813 blue coatees faced red; leather caps,
bulf crosshelts.

36th Infantry (1813) all-blue 1813 coatees, leather caps.

4lst Infantry  (1813) all-blue 1813 coatees, felt caps.

49nd Infantry (1813) all-bluc 1813 coatees: felt caps; music in altered
British 1{th Foot red coars.

Tt would nat be undl 1814 that most infanory troops would receive the
new, all-blie coatees, and many of them not undl lawe that year. While
Irvine and his deputies had made up more infantey clothing than
required to fulfill the needs of the army, poor transportation and
countermancded supply orders still brought about shortages i
the ficld. Most of the regiments in Winlield Scott's Brigade,
then preparing for an offensive on the Niagara frontier, had
still not received their new uniforms in spring 1814 and were
wearing the rags of the 1813 issue, The clothing had been
sent months earlier, but had been diverted o Albany for
the use of another command. In desperation Trvine had
1500 dark grey roundabout jackets and ‘Russia shecting?
overalls quickly shipped (rom Philadelphia for the use of
Scotl’s men a8 a stop-gap measure, These were universally
worn by this erack command at the bacles of Chippewa and
Lundv's Lane in summer 1514,

Although Scort’s men made the grey jacket famous, they
were probably not the first w wear it In January 1814
Secretary of War Armstrong had 20,000 "Grey Cloth overalls &
waistcoals of the same with sleeves, like those of the British
soldiers’ made for the troops of the Northern Avmy, then
along the Canadian border Irvine suggested to Armstrong thiat
‘Grey Coals oo, would be preferable o blue as i is difficull 1o ger

Although of the same form as b
pewter cap plates approved for
the infantry in March 1814, this
silver-plated version has mounk
on the revarse for use asa
shoulderbelt plate, and was war

by an officer in the 191h Infanty

{despite that fact that waistbel

had been regulation since May
1813}, [Private collection)




A Cloth dyved 2 good & fast blue’, pointing out that

-.g"' ‘the grey Coat will ook better than blue ones with
| Grey overalls’, The sleeved jacket was a new ilem
A of clothing issue, “intended for Summer dress and

for vest in the Winter™ tor all troops north of the
35th latitude, It was similar e cut to the linen
Jacket, with a mine-button front and welt pockets,
but made of unlined grev wool or kersey and
furnished with shoulderstraps. Devoid of any
distinctive trimming, it could be issucd to anv unit,

the proper branch had been applicd. Worn as a
field uniform in warm weather, the jacket could
also be worn underneath the blue coatee in winter
in licu of the vest (which was abolished).

In March 1814 pattern jackets and cloth
swatches were sent to each ol the deputy
conunissaries, o ensure that cloth or kersey
procured by them was of the sane deep grey
shade and that the jackets were cut and bmshed in
the same manner as those made in Philadelphia,
At least one deputy, John Langdon, erred in his
carlv contracts, ordering 3.00H) vards of light grey

U5 Infantry troops as depicted by
English efficer-artist Charles
Hamittan Smith in 1816, looking
wery much as they would hava
dane near the clase of the war
The enfisted man both wear their
owaralls inside the leng elath
gaiters, while the officers wear
pantsloans with Hesslan bools,
White' plumas are shown in the
officers’ chapeaux bras, although
this praclice was officially
discontinued in May 1813. The
waldlers’ leather 1813 caps

display the white edging or
“sireaks' known to have hesn
appiied te many of those

produced during the war (left &
righil. The enlisted men’s coats
ane similar in appearance to ones
kngwn ko have been made under
confract in 1814, which were not
‘ifenmad on the eollar, according
to the presoribed wniform, having
ne .. button holes's the edging to
the cuffz {left] = alzo a varlation.
Otherwise, these figures are
dressad in general accordance
with the regulations then in

affect. |Courtesy The Haughban
Lbrary, Harvard Univarsity)

kersey before receiving the patiern jacket, which
was made of "so verv dark a muxed’ grey. The grev jackets were "highly
approved” during the summer 1814 campaign, and Irvine renewed his
lobbyving ctiorts to have the enure army uniformed in grev coatees with
minor branch distinctions. A grevuniformed postvar army might well
have become reality had there not been large stocks of blue uniforms
still mssued ar the close of the war Grey kersev or cloth had also
replaced the blue pair of winter overalls (white sull continued 1o use for
the “dress’ pair), and the grev jacket remained a universal item of issue
bl 1EA35,

RIFLE UNIFORMS

Sinee 1810 the Rifle Begiment had worn a uniform similar in cut to that
worn by the seven ‘old” regiments of infantry, but of grass-green. lined
green and faced with black velver or cloth. The black collar's edging and
buttonholes were of yellow cord, while the breast buttonholes were of
green cord; black cord was placed on the back scams and used for the
Ssham pockets’ of the skirts, The coats had black wings tmmed with
green cord and fringe. Green cord was also used for the (presumably
hernongbone) buttenholes on the sleeves and black cufls. Musicians
were distinguished by bulb unitorms with green facings and cord trim,
while all couts had vellow metal buttons of regimental form,. By 1812
it had been decided to change the coat to a bottde-green shade, as
it wis citficult o bnd adequate quantties of consistent coloured
trrassgreen cloth sattable for uniforms {or bottle-green, For that matter
= the green dyvestudts used during this period were noted for their lack of
colour=fistness).

once the appropriate small size uniform button of
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Becond pattern cap plate for the
ist Rifle Begiment, made in 1813
to replace the ariginal 1812 plate
of the same form but with a
simple 'R.R. davice, [Courteay
J.Duncan Camphbell)

The ‘yeaman-crowned' cap of
leather for artiliery and rifle
troops was first made in 1813,
although mot Isswed in any
guantity until 1814 = cf Plate D.
(Ex-collection the late H.Charles
McBarron)

| B0 /

In April 1812 the rifle uniform was modificd to suit the simplifi
clothing patterns developed for the army carly that vear. The
coatecs were 1o be single-breasted, closcd with ten large ri
buttans on the breast, finished with green covd buttonholes
herringbone form. The skirts, turned ap and lined with gre
had “sham pockets” consisting of four buttons plag
vertically and oimmed with green cord holes set i

herringhone orcheyvron pattern. Collar and cuffs w

of black velvel or cloth, the latler now cut “rous

with four large butions and corresponding bl
cord holes set on ‘long’. The collar had two lar
buttons o each side, with false buttonholes and col
edging in vellow tape. Musicians’ coats remained buffw
green collar and cuffs, rimmed in the sane Tashion as |
enlisted coats, but with buff cord holes on the breast and gre
cord on the culls, Officers’ coats resembled those of thelr trog
with gold lace replacing vellow tape on the collar and green or hia

silk twist in lew of cording for the buttonholes.

For field service in warm weather, rifle troops were issued. fring
hunting frocks and overalls of green-dyed linen (ind later, cotton). I
the regimental couls, the frocks were originally of a grass-green shar
Bul were later also made in botde-green. Both frocks and overalls v
trimmed with pale yellow or buff fringe, also described as “wood:
siraw’ colour, The frocks were single-breasted and buttoned from @
waist to the neck with live small regimental buttons, In addinon o1
standing collar there was an integral cape which extended the should
and was edged with [ringe, as were the front and hem ol the frock.

The linen overalls were similarly timmed with fringe, apparently alo
the ouseam of each leg. Coxe had contracted for thousands of i
eveen rifle frocks in 1812 and there were sufficient quantitics i store
pravide for not only the original 1st Rifle Regiment, but alse the addite
three raised in 1814, The fringed overalls were Targely replaced, begin
in 1813, with ones of white linen or coton drilling and black cloth gaig

Continued dissatisfaction over the guality and availability of g
cloth, in additon to a growing preference for dark grey lield unilog
in the army, led to a change in the rifle uniform which was publisheds
17 March 1814, Now, all four regiments were authorised a wnifo
consisting of allurey coatees, trimmed with yellow metal rifle buid
and corresponding butionholes of “hlack twist or braid’ set o
herringhone form: ten on the breast, three on each sleeve, anel i

an each skirt. The grey collar had two buttons on &

sicle. with corresponding black cord buttonholes. Althoughs

specifically mentioned, the termination of the buttonholes o

have been finished in a wrefoil or ‘paw’ form, a lealre I'rv1

on the surviving coatee worn by LtCol William 5. Hamilon of

Frd Rifle Regiment (which in all other respects conforms @

printed regulations). This can also be inferred from an

entrv in the regulation, where it is noted that: ‘For leld or g

service, the officers will wear uniforms like those of the pis

excepting as to qualiy’. Officers were also autharised “on
oceasions’ the blue arvtillery uniform, "exceptas 1o the butions
position of them, &c. which shall be the same with the field:



Grey 1814 pattern coatee of the
3rd Rifle Regiment wom by LtGol
William S.Hamilton. The false
buttenholes on the breast and
callar are now gong, but weara
‘worked in black siik braid

finlshed in a ‘paw' or trefoil form
a1 ihe outar ends, like those still
wigible an the sleeves and skirts.
{Courtesy Louisiana State
Museum, New Orleans; auther's
phatographl

Gilt-meunted sword and

pcabbard belanging to Capt
Benjamin Forsyth of the 15t Rifle
Regiment The successes of
Forsyth and his detachment in
tha patit guarre aleng the
Canadian border during 1812713
led 1o the establishmeant of
additlanel reqular rifle regiments
later in the war, (Courtesy Parks
Ganada)
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Maodel 1802 Rifle (Type 11} as
manufactured at the Harpers
Ferry Armoury in 1814 to arm the
newly-raised rifle corps, although
this partlcular example is of
post-war production. It differed
anly slightly from the original
model, e.g. in having its barrel
finlzhed bright instead of
brewnad, and having an
improved ramrod, (Courtesy
William Gavin Collection)

However, there were siill not sufficient quantities of the new
coats on hand for issue to all four regiments in time for the sume
campaigi. Irvine directed the Military Storekeeper to ‘take the bes
the Rifle Privi. Coats and make sergts. of them so of the Overd
similarly, other privates” coats were altered into musicians’ coats by
acldition of black collars as a minor distinction. The enlisied men of
four regiments (and the re-raised 26ch Infanuy, which was armed a
rifle regiment in 1814) would not receive their new coats untl Ogetol
or thereafter, Instead, enlisted men wore the grey 'sleeved vest” or jad
{also authorised in the regulations, along with grev cloth pantaloos
These jackets were identical to those furnished to infann voand artill
troops in 1814, but bearing vellow metal rifle buttons,

White linen overalls continued to be issued for warm weather seri
although not specifically mentioned in the regulations. Jefferson shey
= short, laced bootees which extended 2ins above the ankle bane -
o replace shoes and gaiters, but insufficient supplies ol the former!
Lo comtinued issue of the two latter items, often simuliancously with:

Jefterson shoes. The ubiquitous green hunting frock, stll in good SUpp

was also issued to all four regiments. During cool weather the enlis
men could wear the frock over their woollen jackets for added warm;
summertime either the frock or the grey jacket could be worn,
Headgear, which in 1812-13 had been the evlindrical felt cap off
infunery (trimmed with a brass, diamond-shaped plate, vellow band a
tassels and a bottle-green feather plume), now consisted of the ‘yeom
crowned’ leather caps originally proposed for the artillery in 1813 %

Just now being made up in sufficient quantities for issue. This CHp ¥

approximately 7ins high and Sins in diameter on top of the crown.
rifle troops it was rimmed with yellow cords and a newly clesign
circular plate of brass, an which was st mped the same device as an il
buttons: ‘a bugle surrounded by stars, with the number of the T e
within the curve of the bugle .7 Surmounting the cap in front we
green pompon Sins high.

ARTILLERY UNIFORMS

As with the infantry equivalent, the artillery coat had anly evolved ing
closed-frant, single-hreasied uniform some two years before the War
1812, The pattern 1810 uniform worn by the Regiment of Artillen
(from 15812 on, the ‘Ist Artillery') consisted of a shortewaisted h
long=skirted blue coat with scarlet collar, culls and tarnbacks eolged
vellow lace, It had originally been intended that these coats be trimm
on the hreast with three rosws of seven large buttons each, the centres



Brazs cap plate struck for the
nd &rlillery Regiment by George
Armitage in October 1812,
Yariails of this plate are also
known, unnumbered or with the
rumber %, suggesting its issue
{o artillery recruits and the

drl Regimant {prior to that unit's
recelving [ts awn distinet plate
shartly thereafter), [Courtesy Don
Trofani Gollection)

Partrail of Capt Henry

M.Campbell of the Corps of
Artilery, by an unknewn artlst,
1814, wearing the all-blug
willorm prescribed for artillery
afiicers, Again, note the position
of the callar bultons. (Author's
collaction

being functional. False buttonholes of vellow cord were to run outward
from each bution in the centre row, terminating ac the corresponding
outer button,: However, it was teared that the copperalloy artllery
buntons (which had brazed wire eves rather than cast shanks — as did
those of the rifle troops) would pop off when forced o button through
the woollen cloth and the looped cords; and the centre row of huttons
were replaced with hooks and eyes during 1810 and 1811,

The cord holes and hooked fronts proved unpopular, and by early
1512, with sincks of vellow cord now running low, it was determined 1o
substitute yellow lace or wpe. Thus, carly contracts for 1812 artillery
coals featured corded coats with hooked fronts and two rows of buations,
while most coals produced under February-March 1812 contracts had
three rows with laced holes, There were two large artillery buntons on
each side of the collar and four on each cuff and cross-packer flap, all
with buttonhaoles of cord or lace corresponding to the wrim of the breast.
Ciare was generally mken to issue coats of the same form to each artillery
company or detachment. but mistakes sometimes occurred in packing,

I winter, a white woollen vest of the same pattern as used by the
infantry was worn under the coat, but with nine small artillery buttons.
Lepwear was also similar; each man received one pair of white cloth and
one pair of dark blue overalls (replaced with a linen jacket for woops
stationed south of the 535th lanmde), and two pairs of linen or cotton
drilling overalls for summer = all were to be rimmed on the ouatseam
with round vellow cord, similar to thar used on the coar but of smaller
diameter,

Headgear had consisted of a large “cocked hat’, but by 1812 this had
largely been replaced by “chapeaux de hras’ similar in form to those
worn by otficers, but of wool rather than fur felt and bound on the
cdges with inch-wide vellow worsted lace; ‘to show equally on each
side’. The hat was trimmed with a stamped leather cockade with a
vellow eagle in the centre and vellow looping helow, surmounted by a

white feather plume “to project 5ix inches above

the Hat',

The 1810 light arvtillery coat was necarly
identical in form and wrim te that worn by the
toot artillery; but with shorier skirts, as in
the infantry. Coats of this lorm were alveady
contracted for when LiCol John Fenwick of the
regiment succeeded in changing the lLight
artillery uniform — not only in the dalt 1812

actual production, Fenwick's closeness 1o the
then Secretary of War ensured that ‘that corps
alome of all the bhlue will have no scarle
[facingz] . Instead they were 1o receive uniforms
of a -L'.{‘:1n§‘.llt=r.t=.|f.' new [orm, while the other ‘ald’
corps received ones of the 1510 pattern. The
component parts ol the light artillery dress
as actually made up and worn dilfered in
some respects 1o that deseribed in the 1812
regulations. Fenwick and the Secretary had made
a few errors, and various revisions by letter and

regulations, but even those i the course of
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Partrait of Col George lzard of
the 2nd Artillery, by Charles Bird
King, 1813, lzard wears

what appears to be an 1812
madification of the 1810

pattern artillery uniform, with
red facings, three rows of
buttons down the breast, and
gold-laged buttenholes. Izard's
surviving correspondence with
Commissary Genaral Irvine
shows him to have been an
officer of progressive views; he
was imprassed by the practical
comfiort of the captured British
Royal Artillery jackets [ssued 1o
men of his regiment. (Courtesy
Arkansas Art Center Foundation)

conversation pursued the much-harried Purve
during Febroarv-March 1812, Sall other min
chunges were instituted kater in the war or shog
after its close, although not published unnl 13
Fenwick's vision for his regiment’s dress s
inspired by the horse arvillery in the French @
British armies. Both officers and enlisted me
wore single-breasted coatees of dark blue o
with three rows of buttons on the breast, ningl
each {reduced 1o eight by 1814}, the buttonho
worked diagonally’ (in herringbone form): It
a “standing collar wimmed round with... ko
{gold vellum tor officers and vellow for enlise
men}; blue cufls ‘with three butions plae
vertically on the sleeve'; and [alse “diagon
pockets on the skirts ‘with three buttons works
as the sleeve’. Buttonholes were (o bhe of blues
mwist for officers and blue cord for enlisted me
with the exception of the two on each side ol &
collar, which were 1o be consistent with the colls
edging of gold vellum and vellow tape, B
respective rank, Light artillery buttons were {18
of copper alloy and stamped with a sn
1A device (replaced biv ball burtons in 1815).
Seroeants wore two epaulettes of vellow &
‘% [scarlet] red worsted sash’, while corporals were distinguished iy
single epaulete on the right shoulder. Epaulenes for officers were 1of
of ‘Gold bullion strap basket work’. As with the rest of the army, fid
arade officers were distinguished by tvo epaulettes, while capiains wy
ome on the right shioulder, and Heutenants one on the left. Officersa
kitown to hiave worn a blue sabretache bordered with broad gilt laceas
bearing a seript ‘LA device in centre by 181%, although i is unknown)
this article was worn during the war
Light artillery overalls, blue or white wool tor winter and linen i
siminer, were made without cord tim on the ouseam (as were overd
for all the new-raised corps in 1812}, The winter overalls did not ha
gaiter bottorns; instead they terminated at the ankle joint as w
surmmer overalls, since the light arallery — a mounted corps - were ok
furnished with black “hussar’ boots. When on dismounted dore e
wore black hallgaiters with their overalls. By spring 1813 most of 8
corps was serving ina dismounted capacity, and from then onwes
legwear closely approximated that of the foou artitlery and infano
Fenwick had first propased a new ‘yeoman crowned’ cap for 8
entive army, [was diflicult and expensive o produce, so the cylindss
cap was retained in the infantry and adopted for the rifles, while 8
veorman-crown cap was prescribed by regulaton only for his o
regiment, the Light Artillery, This new fele cap was 7ins high and 5560
wide at the top of the crown: the visor was 2Wins wide and lisg
underneath with thin black leather. It was wimimed with a gold band
tassels of worsted falling from the crown of the cap on the right i
and had a large regimental cap plate and a white plume tipped with
in front, and a black leather cockade on the left side,



Biup coates, faced red and laced
gold, of Capt Samuel Price

{d. 1613} of tha Light ArtillaTy
Regiment. The laced breast is
smilar fo that of 1810 pattern
eoots, although in ether respects
= with the exceptian af the

‘A" buttons and short skirts -
this coat conforms to that wom
by fast zriillery officers in 1812,
Most fikely Price had this made
upin late 1811 or early 1812 to
mateh the red-faced coatees

then oh order for light artilery
enlisted man. These wara alterad
fnka all-blue coatess before

issue, or later converbed into
Infantry coatees. This coatee
shows little evidence of wear,
further supparting this theary.
(Caurtesy The Tennesses State
Museum; author’s photographs)

The new 1812 foot artillery uniform, intended for issue to the
2nd and 3rd Artillery in 1812 and [or all three foot regiments thercafier,
was essentially a long-skirted version of the coat introduced for infuniry
that same vear, but with the scarlet turnbacks and vellow wim of the
artillery, Thus, officers’ uniforms had gilt buttons and gold vellum trim
an the collars, while enlisted coats had copper-alloy regimental buttons
and vellow lace or tape collar edging and buttonholes. In terms of vest
and overalls, the 2nd and Jred were clothed with the same as furnished o
the lst, although the vellow cording on overalls ceased onee old contract
stocks were depletéd, and from then on overalls were made plain like
with the new infanty ones.

However, on 27 August 1812 Commissary General Inane informed
Col George lzard of the 2nd Artillery that it would ‘not be practicable
to provide, in praper tme, Avtillery Hats, or Chappeaux de bras; the
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Intended for the broad “yeoman-
crowned' felt cap (see Plate G2),
the 1B12 pattern light artiliery
plate was the largest form
produced during the war. Despite
its size it was also worn on the
leather 1813 artillery cap by
maost of the regiment later in the
war, until finally superseded in
1815 by a new pattern. This
officer's example belonged to

Lt Adam Larrabbes, and is now
attached to his sash. (Courtesy
Ioawa Stake Museum)

Although not an ‘official’ pattern,
this cap plate was issued and
worn by elements of the Light
Artiliery Regiment uniformed
and equipped during 1613-14 by
Amasa Stetson, the Deputy
Commissary General in Baston.
It is very similar in form to plates
struck for the 15t Artillery,
Marine Corps, 21st Infantry, and
olher units during this period,
and was probably the weork of
Aaron M.Peasaly, a diemaker and
engraver who produced cap
plates and buttons for the

U5 Army. [Courtasy Don Troiani
Collection)

Contractors having failed 10 exeoute their engagements’. He noted [hf
*Colo. [ Alexander] Macomb ol the 3d Regt. . requested me to larnish ]Ig"
Artillery felt Caps, or Infty Caps with vellow arnaments in preference Lyt
Artillery Hat'. lzard thought the “cocked Hats or Chapeanx which ha
heen issued for the Arillerv... very inconvenent & unornament
Covering for Soldier’s Heads’, :mri Irvine received the Secretary's :‘lpplﬂd
1oy isseee ‘Light Artillery felt Caps w the 2 & 3 Regmis, of Artillery this 1Eﬁ
and 1o all next year that is 10 the st 2nd, & 3rd. Regmis’. The caps of &
foot artiflery were distinguished from the light arillery by vellow §
apposed w goldcoloured) bands and assels, a different pattern cap plag
andl the continued nse of the allwhite plume, |
Irvine was still not happy with the form ef the anillery uniform, m
proposed o the Secretary of War on 27 October 1812 that the hmg
narrew unsightly skire., be dispensed with'; he recommended in it sied
1 Coatee, blue, Collar & breast trimmed with vellow Binding withes
red Collar & Cuff”, as it was not possible 1o get “Scarlet... in sufficies
quantities for the facings & linings”. Indeed, limited stocks of this unifos
had earlier induced Trvine to purchase 600 “English’ artillery cod
(apparently captured ag sea), which were issued 1o approximately |‘:ﬁ|f-!;|
Col Tzard's 2nd Ardllery. Baard thought this ‘short close-bodied coat:
maore comfortable and neat than that with skires; for soldiers’, and Feluil
all bur collar and enffs should be of one colour to make the men &
cotspicuons in bartle. On 2 December Irvine forwarded a patern o
‘madle, i fashion according to Colonel Leard’s idea of what it should I
and in length according with my wishes', Apparently; this blue coaee &
a scarlet collar “Taced with vellow binding and scarlet culls and mrnbad
similar in form 1o the new infantry coatee introduced at about the s
tme, When the artillery uniform was again changed in the May 18
regulations, there were guantities of the above umiorm on bzl sulhcie
o clathe most af the foor antillery for another year, Thuos, Few aril
companies received the new, all-blue uniform with yellow-bound coll
until 1814, and many antillery officers were still requesting (and receim
coatees with scarlet facings as late as 1815
The felt cap now issued” w the foor artitlery was decined preferls
to the old hat by Izard, but he felt there was sull 'room for gres
improvement in s arrangement’, notably in inmoducton of a sond
Cape... contrived of fur or oil’d cloth, which should be ornamenial wha
folded, and serve as a protection for neck & shoulders when let doy
The cap’s form also made it diffienlt for haters w block, and soppls
were again low in February 1813, when it was determined o issue thels
infantry caps in stare as needed, mimming them ficse ‘with a velig
Hathand & Tassel, with the Clothing for the Artillery’, The May 150
regulations had anthorised leather caps for all roops in lieu of feltops
those of ‘the Arillery heavy & light [were to] be veoman crowned -#
of the rifle” (for discussion on the form of these caps, see Ralle Linifons
above), These new leather artillery caps remained in store undl 18
there still heing sulficient stocks of felt infantry caps tw answer the nist
of all artillery and rifle troops in 1813 (and in 1814, for many anill
detachments), Trimmings remained similar 1o those used on the [
caps, although feather plumes were replaced with pompons of the s
colowrs, and new cap plates of smaller size were contemplated a8
eventually issued in 1814




LIS INFAMTRY, 1812

1: Recruit in summer Tield' dress
2: Bergeant im 1810 uniform

3 Lieutenant, Gth Infantry




LS INFANTHRY, 1812-13

1: Pikeman, 15th Infantry, winter 181213
2 Private, 16th Infantry, summer 1813

3 Private, 28th Infantry, fall-winter 1513




LIS IMFANTRY, 1B14-15 =,

1: Pioneer Corporal, Scett's Brigade, :
Cspring-summer 1814

& Private in fatigue smock

3= Grenadier Sergeant, 2151 Infantry, 1614




RIFLE REGIMENTS, 1812-15 e e
1: Private, 4th Rifle Regiment, summer 1814 pandEr £ v ek
2: Sergeant, 15t Rifle Regiment, 1813 a Lo T AR

3: Privale, 16t Rifle Regiment, 1814-1815 & x\ e é'




FOOT ARTILLERY, 1812-14
1: Garporal, 15t Artillery, 1812
2 Musician, 3rd Artillery, 1814
I3 Matross, 2nd Artillery, winter 1812/13




COLD WEATHER CLOTHING. 181213
1L Artillery Lieutanant wearing surtout

21 Sentry wearing watchcoat

3t Light Dragoon weaning cloak
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1: Infantry oificer on staff duty, 1B12-13
2: Private, Light Artillerny, 1813 s

3 Captaln, Light Dragoons, 1813-14 \;\\




1: Private, Sappers, 1814-15
o Gaptain, Corps of Enginears, 1581 2-15
3: Matross, 15t Artillery, 1813-15




Peinting of Col Moses Porter of
the Light Artillery Regimenl,
g5, probably copied from a
new-missing portrait miniatare
pce in the family's possession.
He waars the all-blue eniform
witabiished in 1812, although
ball battens did nol replace the
flat ‘LA' type until 1815.
[Ceariesy The Danvers
[Hassachusatts) Historical
Sociaty]

fare officer's pattern steel-
maunted: Starr cavalry sabre with
theckersd ebony grip, and its
Apannad scabbard with sifver
sands and rings. [Ex-collaction
ihe late H.Charles McBarron)

LIGHT DRAGOON
UNIFORMS

The entire cavalry arm of the United States Army
on the eve of war consisted of the Begiment of
Dhagoons, which had been largely dismounied
and serving in the capacity of infantry since 18049,
With the authorisation of a second Cregiment
of light dragoons’ in January 1812 there was a
push o outfit and mount both corps before war
Lireakas o,

Since 18140 the dragoon uniform had consisted
ol a dark blue roundabout’ jacker without skirts,
single-breasted and closed in front with hooks and
eves; wo rows of buttons {bearing a script LA
device) were placed on the outside of each breast
m i similar manner o the 1810 coats worn by the
other corps, 10 had a scavlet collar and caffs and
was trimmed throughout with white cord false
buttonholes and edging. Musicians” jackets were
ckennceal o, but of white cloch with blue collar
and cufts, trimmed with Blue cord. Officers sill
wore the all-blue jacket with silver ball butions and
cord . o st authorised  for them in 1308,
Unidlerneath the jackel was worn a white vest with
nine small butons; winter overalls were of blue cloth, rimmed with
white cord on the imseam. or white mmmed with blue cord. Summer
overalls were the same as wornt by the infantry. and halfsgaiters were
pssued for dismounted service.

[ the spring of 1812 the Seoretay of War requested the officers of
both regiments o sulnnit their recommendations for the light dragoon
uniform to be mcorporated in the draft 1812 regulations. In June it was
decided that the unitorm proposcd by Col James Burn of the 2nd Light
Dragoons would be that worn by both corps, with a fow maodifications in
i, I consisted of an all-blue “hossar” jacket copied from that worn by
British light dragoons and hussars, “the skirt behind three inches deep
withr dowbde pla’, It bad three rows of white metal ball buttons down the
breast, the centre row functional, and “holes in each breast one inch
apart... five & a hall inches long at the bottom: the top o wuch the eve
[armhaole]”, made of blue cord. The breast and back seams were edged
with' blue cord, which was also used for the breast buttonholes. The
collar had white cord edging and two buttonholes on cach side, while

P -]




1808 pattorn dragoon cap as
modified by the addition of the
new pewter cap plate, first
approved in June 1812, The
remnants of the feather plume
can be seen behind the
frontpiece'; hardly visible here is
the false leopardskin turbsin
made of painted cloth. {Courtesy
Thie Dhio Historical Society]

Original printed disgrams for the
trirmming of the 1812 dragoon
uniform, as reprinted in 1814, To
the latt is the collar patbern (Me. 13;
MNe.3 s the form of the jacket
frant; NaB is the sieeve cording,
Wo.5 s the point of the cufl tring
and Ho.2 shows the devices in the
folds' of the jacket pleats.
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culls were edged with white cord 10 Torm
Austrian knot on the lower sleeve. Officers’ cog
were similar in form although ol liner material
with silver and blue silk ‘hraid’ replacing the
white and hlue cord respectively. The methis
of finishing the edging and butonholes w
relatively elaborate and unusual for the Amencad
service, so Burn had patern diagrams printed and:
circulated o all officers o aid them in having
their uniforms made. On 2 May 1814 1t we
ordered thar the ‘white cord.., be aken oft g
soldiers’ jacket, and no lace, or silver cord bt
waorn by oflicers’, but it is guestionable whethe:
such maodifications were atempled on III1'l|_L'Jﬂ1I:;_'
on hand orwhether any new uniforms were maks
ta this form.

COheeralls remained the same bul were e
without cord edging - blue or white cloth [
winter and linen for summer, despite Burn’s an
Irvine’s efforts to have the white cloth pal
replaced with a set made of buckskin, Boots et
of black leather with “tops to cover the knees’, 2
Irvine had steel spurs made up which serewed into the heels of these s
the hussar boots of ihe light artllery, after the fashion worn by Frend
and English” light cavaliry

Since 15808 Ilu leather helmert ar cap had been of the ‘jockey’ ai
with a leather comb topped with a white horsehair crest. The cap a1
vertical froni-plaie or shield, bearing 1/in high block letters in b
LS00 Avonund the crown was a mock-leopardskin turban made 8
painted linen. A wall feather plume of white, with the upper qual
lipped with blue, was mounted behind the frontplate, slightly w %
right side. Officers wore a leathier cap with bearskin roach, the socals
“Tarleton” Torm, with a leopardskin turban. Colonel Burn requests
permission (o replace the brass letters on cap fronts with ones of whi
metal for his regiment, “being uniform with the [belt] plate and Buckd
of the sabre belis’. This was approved in July, but Burn bad cap phis
diesstruck in pewter instead, each bearing the figure ol 2 moums
dragoon charging. The new plates were mounted to the frons of thed
pattern caps, although at least one troop of the Tse Regiment had ale

marched 1o the New York frontier dressed in 188

o pattern uniforms with cap fronts sull beig

=, ““l ‘USALD (which, according to a local wil, 3Hi8
|

for ‘Uncle Sam’s Likelv Devils™), Other troopss

e =

=_—_—._~l::_'_.-§ the Ist were able to tum in the old pattern jads
L____=-Jﬂf_; they had been issued. drawing instead the g
-='=_—_—':;i-h 15812 uniform {and presumably cap plates) b

e o7 Foing o aclive service.
FA e In 1813 a new pattern leather cap 8
i ’.:' ‘.i?'} developed for the light dragoons; this had @ g
L f%“ﬂf 6 inches in depth the helmet o oot W I
S B 4 inches higher than the wop of the Scull Irnluur"'

— the half Semi [comb] to the back part’, ||II.I':'TP'|.



EOVE Daguerreotype from

& now-lost miniature of

Capt James R.Butler of the

Znd Reglment of Light Dragoons.
Despite its small aire the datails
al the 1812 uniform are

pracisely rendered, from the
sdyer-ambreidered and worked
collar and wings, to the ball
Euttons and blue cord trim

on tha breast, el on in the
pre-1612 style of the British light
dragean undlorm.

{huther's collection)

AROVE, AIGHT 1813 pattern
dragopn gap of ‘Grecian’ Torm,
cencelvably copied from the
‘ehassical” helmets recantly
srescribed for British heavy
dragaand. The missing pompan
was mounted an top of the comb
st infront of the harsehalr
trest. (Courtesy Don Troiani
Callestion)

no vertical ‘shield’, so the cap plate was now
atached direcily 1o the front of the crown. The
comb was ¢dged with reinforcing strips of white
sheet metal and wo additional steips ran down
cach side, erminating at the leather “turban’ ar the bottom. Leather
chinstraps were a new feature of the cap, covered with sheet metal seales,
A Nowing white horschair crest was set inio the comby, which had o
white pompon with blue tp moumed in frone In March 1215 there were
1,238 ‘new pattern caps’ in store, and it is unlikely that many were issued
belore that spring.

UNIFORMS OF STAFF AND
OTHER CORPS

Prior to the publication of the 1813 regulations there was no established
unilinm lor the general staff of the army, arvd wide variztiion could e
found among the officers serving in this capacity. By long-established
tradition general officers wore a blue coat with bull facings and lining,
trimmied with gilt buttons and epaulettes with embroidered, laced, or
plain buttonholes aned edging, at the whim of the wearer, Others seem to
have fawvoured an all-blue uniform, again embroidered or plan
according 1o tste.

The all-blue uniform was officially adopted i 1515, when i was
ordered that general and general swafl officers were o wear single-
breasted coats with ten bultens and corresponding herringbone-fons
hioles, with collars trimmed with one button and Blind hole on cach side,
The culls were indented on the upper side, with one button placed at
the centre of the indent and three others placed Slengthwise’ on the
sleeve, with butionholes worked in herringhone form o conform with
the angle of the indented cuff. Simikarly, fonr buttons with herringhone-
form holes were placed lengthwise on the skirs of the coat, Skirts
extenided to the bend of the knee and were lined and wrned-up with

: : ; ; |
blue. Only generals were permitied 1o embreider their buttonholes, | 35
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Uniform wern by MajGen Andraw
Jackson during the New Orleans
campaign of 1814-15, It follows
the 1813 specilications for
general officars' coats, and has
embroidery on the collar only.
Note the pronounced ‘armseye’
at the shoulder and the long
sleeves which typified the cul of
military and eivillan clathing
during this peried. (Courtesy The
Mational Mugeum of American
History, Smithsonian Institution)

MajGen Jackson's epauleties
arag distinctly French; it is known
that French-made swords,
sword-belts, epaulettes, lace and
other officers' trimmings were
imported into the Linited States
thraughaout the war [Courtesy

Tha National Musewm of
American History, Smithsoman
Institution)

although the “Commissar
General  of  Chdnanee
_-'"a.rl_jut'.um_-., Inspectons, - ani
Ouartermasters  Genel
anl the Commissar
Creneral of Purchases [were
permitted to ernbroicer the
buceon hioles of the colla
only’. All other stall officer
| were to have buttonhele
| worked of blue silk s
{a featare that most gener
officers scemed o prefe
Judging by extant  po
traiture). Buttons were gl
ball buttons, although soms
attention had been  give
o the design of spec
srall buttons.
The chapean barais wen
now slightly  smaller 1
[orm, the ‘tan’ rangin]
between Gins and Y
high behind und herwer
| Ains  and  17¥ins widi
“from point 1o p s, bonne
renanel the edge with black
binding half an inch wide
A black buton and log
| e below a 4%in  diamets
cockace, with a gold eag
in the centre, complets
the trim;  pluames  wer
disallowed, though  fie
quently sl worn, Whi
vesls and pantaloons (o
hreeches)  were worl
althomgh' general  offices
5 could also wear bufll, Blie

pantaloons were permitd
in winter and nankeen in summer. High milicry boots and gilt spurs wen
to be worn by all such monnted officers.

Regimental surgeons and their mates had worn an all-blue, singe
hreasted coat with three-button pocket (laps and cuffs. The collar hadd
single button with a laced or em broidered hole, and was framed wi
embroidery or lace. Butons and lace were 1o be the colour of the cope
o which they belonged: headgear was a chapeau bras with black osing
plumc. Post or hospital surgeons not belonging to corps were permili

acsirmular blue uniform q'dgt_'r_f with bull and immed with ‘vellow lie
and buttons', worn with bolt panmloons or breeches, and vest, Tn 1818
this was changed to an all-black coat conforming ‘to the uniform of i
stafl” with cross pockets and cuffs (each with fowe buttans) and bl



doth=covered buttons, Dharks or smallswords were

the sidearms permitted the gendemen of the

medical service.

[Hhcers in the small but elite Corps of Engineers had worn plaim dark
blue coats with black wvelvet collar and culls since 18030 The coat
was single-breasted. with nine buttons and blue twist holes set on in
rerringbone fashion. Sleeves and skirts each had three buttons placed
engihwise. similarly trimmmed with blind holes of hermmngbone Torm,
Epauleties were gold and the flat buttons of @l metal bore the * Essayons’
smbaol of the Corps. The collar was to have a gold-embroidered device
consisting of a star within a ‘wreath” of o crossed branches, but i was
[requently left plain. especially in undress. Viests, breeches and pantaloons
were to be buff, but blue pantaloons were permissible an winter
and nankeen in summen Full-dress headgear consisied ol a chapeau
with black cockade wath gold eagle, gold loop and bution, although
civlian-stvle brimmed ‘round hats” were more frequentdy worn i service,
mimmecd with a cockade and eagle.

There had long been a small cadre of enlisted moen to assist Engineer
officers in their dutes and in the management of the United Staces
Military Academy at West Poing, which was under the Chiet of Engineers’
supervision. These enlisted men wore a uniform similar o the oflicers’,
although of coarser materials. Buttonholes on breast, sleeves and skirs

were worked 10 vellow lace or tape rather than blue fwist, The collar ol

black cotton velvet was decorated on each side with a simgle button and
corresponding vellow lace or 1ape hole. Butions, as well as vesis and
legwear, were the ssune as worn in the artillery. Duaring the War ol 1812

ABOVE, LEFT MajGen William
Henry Harrison, commander of
the Naerthwest Army during
1812-13, painted by Aembrandt
Peale, c1814. He wears the
full-embroidered coat allowed for
genaral officers only, and holds a
general officer’s ‘stralght sword'
of French manufacture, {Courtesy
Mational Portrait Gallery,
Smithsonlan Inatioution)

ABRCWE Portrait of Brevet
BrigGen Jozeph Gardner Swift,
Chief of Engineers, painted

by John Weslaey Jarvis in
commemaration of his role in
supervising the 1814 New York
Harbor fortifications. Ha is
dreszed for the field in a plain
1813 general or staif officer’s
coat, round hat, and blue
pantaloons over boots. (Courtesy
Mew York City Art Commigssion)
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Uniform, epaulette, and sash
worn by Capt Alden Partrldge of
the Carps af Engineers. This
coak was probably wern for
rautine duties and undress, as he
is also known to have had one
with the gold-embroidered collar
deviee of the Corps - of Plate
HZ. [Courtesy Narwich University
Mussum; authaer's photograph)

Capt Partridge’s surviving
chapeaw bras conformes in
dimansion and trimmirg to that
prescribed for all army officers in
1813; the small giit sagle is
missing Fem the ceantre of the
black silk cockade, (Courtesy
Norwich University Mussum;
author’s photograph)

the enlisted contngent was expanded o the 100-man *Company ol
Sappers, Miners and Bombardiers’, hall of which marched north to join
the Northern Army in 1814, serving as heavy antillery and fighting with
distinction during the sicae of Fort Eric that August, They wore Felt caps
with vellosw bands, 2nd Arvdllery cap plates and black plumes in 1813
The following year they adopted leather infanty caps furnished witl
artillery plates, vellow bands, and black pompons, The musicians of the
company also served as oa bamd of music atached o the milian
acadermy. They wore uniforms of the same cut as the enlisted men, bu
made of scarler cloth with black velver Tacings and vellow hinding,
Mumes of red with black wops were worn i musican caps, which were
aotherwise mimmed like those of engineer privales.

Despite attempts to regulate the dress of the cadets at West Poini
thev wore a rather heterogencous mix of military gaments unil 20 June
1813, when a uniform was finally established for all cadets. This was w
comsist of plain. single-breasted coats with eight small gilt buttons on the
breast, one on each collar, and one with a herringbone buttonhole on
each indented cuff. Vest and pantaloons were blue cloth (changed
o grev in June 1814} in winter and nankeen o osummer, wor
with half-hoows and Jefferson shoes, Captain Alden Partrdge, then
Superintendent of the Academy, appears o have mitroduced a gre
undress uniform {(possibly the grey army-issue round jacket) at the same
tme, and proposed changing the full dress o a grev coatec, which wis
accomplished shortly afier ithe end of hostlitges. A military chapean wi
cockade, gilt eagle and loop was the ofhicial headdress, although aoround
hat with cockade appears o have been commonly worn imsted,
Crosshelis were of black leather, and the standard Model 1795 muske
(in two lengths, standard ssue or a shoriened version, depending upon
on the sre ol the cader) was carvied. "Cuar and throst swords weee
authorised, carried from a waisthelt worn under the coat, and apparently
worn by all uniformed cadets when not under arms and by duty and
‘company’ officers on all eccasions.

Within the Cartermaster General’s depariment a ‘Corps of
Artificers’ was formed, Tor which a distinct uniform was approved on
20 Novemhber 1812, Tt was ro consist of a green single-breasted coatee
with red velver collar and green cufls. Red vests and green pantaloons
were worn in winter {(white in summer), rimmed with gold or vellos
cord [or master craltsmen or artificers respectvely. On cach side of e
callar was 1o be embroidered an upraised amm holding a hammer,
in gold lor supervisory crafismen {who were also to wear red wings
and vellow for the athers
The headdress was w e
felt  caps

trimmaed - with
cap  plates, bands and
edging of yellow, and
green plumes. There 15 ao
definite  proof  that ths
green uniform
issivedy if &0, 00 was changes
oo of hlue ar that w
some later time, hased o
porirait miniature of

Wiks CVET
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Superintendent Robert Thomas (the portrait is onedated, baar was framed
by him and presented as a gift in 1815}, He is shown wearing an
all-blue unilorm with red edging o breast. collar and wings, Three
rows of gilt buttons are on the breast, the centre row functional,
The collar is lined with red {presumably velver) and framed with
cild lace just inside the red edging, while a single button with
wold lace loop is placed on cach side. On hoth gold-fringed
wings wre placed three six-point stars of gold embroidery — the
insignia established in 1812 for the superiniendent.

It is uncertain what uniform was worn by the enlisted
personnel attached 1o the Commissary General ol Ordnance
during most of the war, although the artillery uniform is most

likehy, However, shortly before the end of the war LiCol George
Bomford of that corps requested permission 1o uniform them in
short blue coats with black collars and round hats. Whether this
dress was adopted and issued is unknown.

The mounted rangers were responsible for providing their own
arms, clothing and horse, lor which they were given a monetary
Pertrait miniature of alloawanee. If any of these companies secured a uniform ol sores, it has
superintendent Robert Thomas not yer come (o light, but their dress probably mirrored that most
gliha G of Arlficeea, Hulin common on the frontiers; hunting shirts, jackets, trousers and leggings

by an unknown artist during AT O o Tt Gt Nar
1814-15. The coat Is blug, rathar Wil hals and 'l'.:l'|']'!1 O VILLos ROE,

_than graen as preposed in 1812,
hut ineorporates a number of the

1812 distinctione. AHME AHD ACCOUTHEMEHTS

Hthor's cellection)

Unlike the 1812-13 ‘crisis’ in military clothing, there were suflicient
arms and accoutrements on hand 10 answer most of the United States
Armiy's needs when war broke out. In 1795 a 6%in calibre iron-mounted
and banded musket based on the French Model 1766 (or "hght Model
1763, as it was also known) was selected as the first official model, and
went ino production at the Federal armoury in Springlield, Massa-
chusetts that same vear: Between 1795 and 1815 the two Federal
armouries at Springlield and Harpers Ferry, Virginia, produced some
155,000 muskets of the "Model 1795°, and private contractors had
produced thousands more, The musket was wellmacde and easy 1o
maintain, which accounts for the longevity of its manufacture and use,

In addition, surplus French, British and German arms from the
Revolutionary War could still be found in Federal arsenals, in addition o
newer arms imported since the 1790s. Among the latter was the British
India Pattern musker, the arm ol choice in the lst Artillery Regimeni
due 1o its short barrel and brass mountings - ideal for artillery service.
There 15 some evidence to suggest thar elements of the Znd and
grcd Artillery were similarly armed; and at least one infanury regiment,
the Gth, also requested India Pattern muskets, though apparently in vain,

The primary arm carried by regular riflemen was the brassmounted
Model 1805 Harpers Ferry rifle of .54in calibre. Wellamade and shor
(with a 3340 octagonal /round barrel), this was an-excellentarm; its only
mitjor drawback was the lTack of a bayonet mount.

Despite their designation the 1st and 2nd Regiments of Light
Dragoons (when mounied) never carried carbines and were armed and
funcioned as light cavalry, with sabre and pistols. Two standard paterns

39



The iren-mounted Model 1795
musket was the standard
weapan of US Army foot troaps
throughout the war; thizs example
was made at the Harpers Ferry
Armoury in 1812, [Courtesy
William Gavin Collection}

of pistols, the Model 1805 Harpers Ferry and the Model 1811 N
(produced under contract for the Federal government), appear to b
those carried by regular horse and light artillery traops, although othe
patterns could also be found in Federal arsenals. Similarly, it appear
that both Tight dmagoon regiments and most of the Light Artiller
Regiment received sabres manufactureed bv Nathan Starr, under [81
and 1813 contracts with the Federal government. The early scabband
were of leather with iron mountings, but sabres made under a secon
IB12 and 1813 conacts had iron scabbards with 1wo rings.

In 1508 a new model cartridge box began issue for all foot troop
Made ol substantial blackened and “varnished’ leather, it contained ;
wooden block drilled for 26 cartridges, with a tin ‘ray’ below whic
could accommuaodate an additonal 12 rounds, plus spare flints, rags and
musket tool. It was siung from a 2¥in-wide shoulder or crosshelt which
buckled 1o the botom of the box. A corresponding bayonet helt, g
cqual width and mounted with o plain oval plaie of cast brass, wa
acdopted a the same time. Initally the crosshelis were both made o
bBlackened harness (tanned) leather, but baff belting soon became the
standard in most preswar contracts. Shortages of bull leather in the 1812
market led @ oa resumption of black leather heliing as a wardm
expedient, and by and large most wartime-raised  units (especill
infantry) were fumnished with black crosshelts. The seven ‘old” infanm
regiments, as well us most of the artillery and a few other select units, ha
bull beliing, which was usually pipeclaved white,

Sergeants and musicians in foot regimenis were authorised swords
with “cut and thrust” {straight, single-edged) blades prior to the wir
Theoretically, infuntry swords were to be “iron-mounted” on the puar
and grip, in keeping with the “white' butions of the uniform, while thos
of artillery and rifles wauld be brasssmounted. However, no olfic
pattern Tad been established and there was liule uniformity in earlyw
swords, especially since great numbers were either imports ar reliilid
trom the variety of blades found in store. William Rose made brass-hilied
non-commissioned officers’ swords under an 1812 contract, while
Nathan Starr produced 2,000 iron-mounted swords of a dilferent fom
under an carly 1813 contract; both paterns had straight single-edgod
blades furnished with leather scabbards.

Canteens produced for United States troops in 1812 were wooden, of
the staved ‘barrel’ or keg construction, with a diameter of Tins and
a width of 3ins-34ins, suspended by a %in strap of black leather
Specilications call for them to be painted “light blue’, bt Spanish hrown
aned black examples by known contraciors are also extant. Another form,
known to collectors as the ‘cheesebox’ canteen
also appears o have been issued to both regular
and state troops as a warlime expedient, This ws
made from two circular faces of wood with a singe
band of thin wood wrapped around to form the
side surface.

At the beginning of the war knapsacks were.
generally of the “Lherbette patent” or similir
“envelope” forms, painted light biue and with flaps
bearing a device painted in Spanish  brow
consisting of a large "US™ within an oval owtline




ladel 1808 bayanet belt and
scabbard of blackened harness
fzather, with its criginal issus
il plate of cast brass.

iCourtesy Dan Tralani Collection]

The Medel 18305 Harpers Ferry
pistol was originally designaed as
a cavalry arm, but may have also
been sarried by mounted light
alillerymen, [Courtesy William
Govin Collastion)

Koapsacks made of ¢ressed hides based on the French fornm were
introduced in 1813, of horsehide or deerskin with hair left an, bt
proved less than successful due w inadequaie dressing ol the hides and
poor construction. Linen knapsacks were again the standard by 1514,
including ones of a new form copied from the British "Trotter packs.
Called the ‘Glengarry’ (possibly after examples captured from the
Glengarry Light Infantry), this knapsack, oypically painted black, was
rather hoxlike in form, and had removable inseris of (hin board which
supported the soldier’s load and prescrved the form of the pack. With
some modifications, it would continue as the regulaton knapsack ol the
post-war army [or the next four decades,

Haversacks were generally made by contract from linen “sheetng,
althongh BrigGen Scote complained that those ssued (o his brigade in
1814 were incapable of holding a full three davs” ratons, and had his
men make larger ones from their old ents.

Conclusion

Then, as now, there was olten a grear dichotomy between printed regu-
lations ar specifications governing the uniforms and equipage of troops,
and the reality of what they acmally wore in the field. With regard to the
LUnited States Army, perhaps the gap was never greater than during the
wo-and-a-half” vears of the War of 1812, As outlined above, the
1812, 1813 and 1814 regulations — so often quoted and used in
the reconstruction of American uniforms by past and present
uniformologisis — primarily governed officers’ dress, were incomplete,
quickly superceded, and frequently unavailable or unknown w those
who were supposed w adhere o such guidelines, Nearly a vear afier
the close of the war there was still greag disparity in requisitions and
canfusion over dress, prompting even the Commissary General himself
to ask the Inspector General: "By the by, what is the present uniform of
the Army? — some oflicers call for the blue coats, some for the blue &
red & a few the greyv — some call for white belis, some for yellow and a
few for black’. While uniformity in dress bevond regimental level was
seldom achieved during the war despite the best effors of many,
few European nations could boast thal their troops were as practically,
comfortably and generously clothed as those of the United States Army
by 1815,
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The brass-mountad 1812 Rose
contract swerd for non-
commissioned officers may hawve
been intended for the foot
artillery and rifle regiments, but
was probably also issued ta
infantry reglments. [Courtesy
Don Traianl Callestion)
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THE PLATES

h: US INFANTRY, 1812

Al: Recruit in summer ‘field’ dress, 1812

The linen jackat and overallz long worn by troops at southern
posts proved an ideal recruit uniform for the new regiments in
1812, Sorme, howsvar — like the 17th Infantry - were still
dressedin the rags of their linen jackets’ that Novambar, dusa
o delays in making and shippirg thiegir winter unifarms, This
ronil’s felt cap is without 2 plate, which werein short supply
yrdil 1813, His knapsack is one of the Lhermette form first
mreduced in 1808, With some change in headpear, jackets
and pveralls af inen ar cotton driling would again be issued to
mostaf the army for kot weather service in 1813, His musket
& aMbodel 1735, the standard infamny amm throughout the war,

AZ: Sergeant in 1810 uniform

Mopst of the sevan pre-war infantry regiments wens jssued
180 pattern wniforms. during 1812, - Some of tho 1810
Lmiforms in production dunng March 1B12 seam to have
pag fully trimmead with lace rather than cord, and mads to
tutlon down the breast in the newer fashion, resulting in
fhree rows of buticns down the breast = only cna of which
was functional. Enlisted men's coatees had 12in skirts with
fgi-turnbacks’ {i.e. front panels only); sergeants’ coats were
gide In the fashion of the commissicnad afficars. cut slightly
pnger in the skifls and swith full turnbacks. This sergeant
wears one of the newer, laced coats; his rank is dencted. by
aredworsted sash and two white sitk epaulettes. His woolien
ceralls are the gaitered form worn in winter, timmed an the
putsgam with blua cord {this tim was discarded on the
gveralls made for the new regiments).

Ad: Lieutenant, 6th Infantry

Colenel Jonag Simonds prided himself an the appearance of
nis regiment, and foock speaial zains to ensure that they
always appeared smarthy dressed. He procured whita
Suckiail plumes for hiz officers and anbstad man in placs of
the rapulation feathers, and had ‘handsome! silver plates for
caps and sword beltz made for his-officers in Mew Yark: No
sunviving plates of the Gth are known, but the form depicted
is taken from those mads for other regiments by New York
siversmiths during this percd. The unifoma s taken from a

Engrawved silver shoul-

L rt‘f_—: derbelt plate of Capt

EEREY o Richard Caldwell of

1 the 25th Infantey, who
died on 23 November
1812, Im form and
exacution It is slmilar
to examples made for
ather corps by Mew
Work City silversmiths.
Thie 25th Infantry was
principally raised in
Connectlcut and New
Yark. [Courtesy, Naw
York State Office of
Farks, Recreation amed
Historic Preservation,
Sackets Harbor)
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portrait of LT John Plume, regimental paymaster in 1812, Lis
closed with hooks and aves on tha breast as par the 1810
pattern, altnough his cuffs are non-regulation, being sat
orass’ rather than inderted with four herringbone-form
uttonholes on the sleave] - wvary likely & regimental
distinctian employved by officers of the Bih. The sword is a
curved sabre, silver-mounted with eagle pommel and ivary
grip, & popuiar style ameng infantry officers. Swonds were
privately purchasad by officers and varied widely subjact to
tazte and pocketbook. s slung in a white shouldarbelt per
regulation, worn until suparcedad by a 2in-wida waistbalt as
described in the May 1813 regulations. His half-boots are the
papular 'Heszian' o 'hussar' form.

B: US INFANTRY, 1812-1813

B1: Pikeman, 15th Infantry, winter 1812/13

During wintar 1812413 the 15h was trained to fight'in a
three-rank formation (as opposed to two, as practised by the
rest of the infanteyd, the o front ranks ammed with muskes
and bayonets and the third rank with 12-foot pikes, theraby
achigving direct employment of "cold steel” by all thrae ranks
in a bayonet charga. For volley fire the pikemen were alsc
armed with shartened muskets, and carried swords in lieu of
bayonets, It was in this formation that tha 15th fought during
the successful attack on York, Upper Canada on 27 April
1813, The regiment (including music) was issued all-gray
cogtees with black Binding trim and grey woollen overalls in
fate 1812, due to a shortage of blue and scarlet cloth, The
cap plateis the pattern first issued o infantry in 1812 and Is
based on an onginal 15th example excavated at Sackets
Harbor, MY, Sea text, page 40, for notes on accoutraments.

B2: Private, 16th Infantry, summer 1813

With tha 15th Infaniry, the 16th spearheadad the attack at
York and was similarly dressed in Stop-gap uniforms of
non=raguiation calour. In winter 1812 the regiment received
its first izsue of black coatees, faced scarlet and fully
trimmead with white tape. The uniform proved so papular that
it was again requisitioned and received in 1813, In late spring
1813, tha 15th and 16th Infartry were amang the first units to
recaive the new leather infantry caps with upraised fronts,
most of which were edged with white paint in imitation of
binding {during the eary contracts) as shown hara. The
regimantal cap plate, one of the new forms struck in pewiar
and first distributed in eardy 1813, was originally intended for
the felt cap and appeared ‘bulky' an the new caps, The
soldier's ‘summer’ ovaralls are of cotton driling, commanly
issued in place of linen during 1813

B3: Private, 2Bth Infantry, fall-winter 1813

This regiment was raised and organised in Kerntucky during
garly 1813 and servad In the Morthweast Army; & detachment
fought as marines during the battie of Lake Erie, and the
regiment distinguished itzelf at the battle of the Thamas,
During its short existence it wore the new 'Blue Goats with
red Cuffs & Collars & White tips’ authorized in early Fabroary
1813 fo replace the full-timmed 1812 pallern unifarm. This
soldier wears the fell cap with plate jssued to the unit in
1813, His overalls are of drab wool, gither néw ones of the
1873 patiern or older gaitered ongs with the bottoms
remaoved (cammonly done by velerans on campaign and
worn instead with the issee half-gaiters).
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Tinned iren cap plate
of the flrat pattern’
made far infaniry
and issued to the
15th Regiment in labe
1812. The numbers
{*15" in this casze]
were Intended to be
individually sbruck on
before issue to a8
particular unlt.
[Courtesy James
A.Hart Cellection;
Mike O'Donnell

phatograph]

C: US INFANTRY, 1814-15

C1: Pioneer Corporal, Scott's Brigade, spring-
summer 1814

The 9tn, 11th, and 250 US Infantry Begimants comoosed
BrigGen Scott’s brigade on the Niagara frontier in June 1814
wihan it received its new issue of clathing. Each man recaived
a dark gray jacket, pair of linen overalls, gaiters, leather cap.
two shirts and a fatigua frock. Scoft established ten pionaars
in each regimeant, one per company, under the command of
a Corporal. Each pionesr was to ba furnished ... with the
proper tools .., handsomaly cased in lsather and wom &
slung over the shouldar ... Tha whaole ... supplied with a linen
apron suzpended from the neck & to reach balgw the knees',
Cur corporal is distinguished not anly by his cotton epaulatie
on the right shoulder, but also by the falling ax and handsaw
ha carries {specific tools were prescrbed for sach of the ten
men). His new cap is an improved version of tha 1813 farm
and has the new “eagle over clowds’ cap plate first approved
for issue in March 18174,

Z2: Private in fatigue frock

tn 1812 the form of fatigue frock issued to soldiers changed
from & pullover smock-style to one copied from the aparn-
fronted hunting frock worn by iflemen; minus the falling cape
and fringe trim, Made of coarse, unblgached linen (and later
cotton), it was closed in front with two pewter ‘UIS" buttons.
Loose fatigua trousers of the same materal {lo ba warmn over
the overalls on fafigue duty) ware mads until 1813, wher it
was decided to extend the length of the' frock to Balow the
kneas, tharaby aliminating ~ intheory - the need for fatigue
trousers. Forage caps wera not furnisked by the governmant
and thare is little avidencd of their use during the war: this
soldier employs an old felt infantry cap with its fimmings
ramoved for the same purpose — apparently @ common
practice.

RIGHT This fatigue frock, worn by Augustus H.Evans, is the
anly surviving example ef US Army ssue enlisted men's
clothing from the War of 1812 = all the more surprising in
light of its intended use. It is nearly identical in cut to the
rifle frock, although the latter was furnished with a falling
cape, fringe trim and three additional braast buttons.
[Courtesy The Missouri Historical Soclety, St Louis; author's
photograph)

C3: Grenadier Sergeant, 21st Infantry, 1814
Under the command of Eleazer Hiplay the 21st Infsn
evoived INta & superh regiment that usually lived up ta i
colanal’s high standards. When its alite flank company .
light infantry disgraced themselves in a riel in May 183
the row-BrigGen Ripley dissalved # and all other lig:
companies in his 2nd Brigade of the Left Division, replicn
them with a sacond grenadier company per regiment. Th
grenaciers ware distinguishad from the battalion compank
by twa chevions on the upper right arm, red-tipped pempen
on their caps, and the practice of always wearing the
overalls under the knae-length gaiters rather than outsida. 2
worn by the rest of the companies on campaign. Granads
sergeants alone ware entitled to wear boots in liey of gaites
al their discretion. One honour accordad 1o the grenadis
was o escort the natidnal stendand (sesn hea) an
regimental colours from the parade. Our grenadier sergear
appears resplendent in hiz news all-blua 1813 patiem: coats
with two white cotfen epaulettas (silk being discontinusd b
this date], red worsted sash, and a Starr Model 1813 N
v,



0: RIFLE REGIMENTS; 1812-15

D1: Private, 4th Bifle Regiment, summer 1814

Therz iz little ta distinguish this soldier as a memoer of tha
Another than the number with the Bugle an kis cap plate and
mitans, as all four rifle regiments wers similarly clothed and
tlipped in 1814, He is dressed for hol weather sanvics in a
fnged ‘grass-green” hunting frock, and a pair cof liren
goeralis {which had largely replaced the earhy-war fingad
green pattern by 18134 His cap is the leather ygoman crown’
lypa issled in 1814, He carries & "Type I' Model 1803 rifte
with bright=-finished barel, although some of the new rifie
troops were armed-with Modal 18307 contract rifles.

0D2: Sergeant, 15t Rifle Regiment, 1813

Wih the excaption af his 1813 cap plate {which replaced the
1812 pattern of the samea shape, but with "AG" imprassad
an iy, this sergeant clad in botife-green is dressed entirsly in
socord with tha winter wniform prescribed in the 1812
wapdations. Besides his Harpers Ferry 1803 rifle (Typea 1) with
armouny-brawned barral, he is amrned with the issue scalping
e and hatchet. The grean-painted linan ‘pocket’ an his
Irewide waistbelt supplements the ammunition carriad in a
shat pauch and horn ono his right side. Two veliow silk
epauietias and & red sash denota his rank; no NGO sword s
Worn, 35 It was in short supply in the regimeant,

. D3: Private, 15t Rifle Regiment, 1814-15

With the exception of the pompon an the cap, gresn had
baen raplacad with dark grey as the uniform. colour for
regifar rifle troops (in this cass, the groy jacket and overalis
igzued out to all privates in- 1814). His knapsack s of the
‘Glengarry' patlern and iz regimentally marked with white
paint in & manner known to kave been used by e Hifle
Hegiment by 1815 {the 4th Rifles also received regimentally-
marked packs, bul Glengarry packs were usually issued with
plain flaps), The contractor-markad cantaan is coplod from
an criginal in the avthor's collection.

E: FOOT ARTILLERY, 1B12-1814

El: Carporal, 1=t Artillery, 1812

This corparal wazrs ang of the modified 1810 pattern coats
mace in 1812, with a central row of buttons and yellow
tinging as opposed to cord buttonholes. The fieldpiecs plate
an his bayonet crossbelt is a form made for the regiment
before the war and soon to fall out of uze as supplies
dwindled. His rank is indicated by the yellow cotton gpaulatte
an his right shoulder. Hig blua winter overalls are the pre-war
fashion, trimmed with vellow cord for artillan. Headgear is
the chapaau bras, regulation for all foot artillery in 18132, bt
anly worn by the 1sb Artilleny:

EX: Musician, 3rd Artillery, 1814

Colonel Alaxander Macomb formed a band of music for his
regiment, which agcempanied the 3rd on camgaign.
Instrurments procured included bassoon,: clarinets, oboes,
octave flutas, French norns, and side drums. In 1814 the
kand of misic was issued the caplured musicians' coats of
the Britisn 104th Regiment of Fooi, apparently worn
pnalierad other than raplacing the buttons with those warn in
the 3rd Artillery, This bassaonist weaars the cylindrical infantry
cap with artillery trimmings, including the regimantal cap
piate first receivad inoearly 1813 Gaiters are the knee-lengih

Each regiment was furnished with a 'stand' of colours,
conszisting of a natlonal standard and a regimental colour.
This national standard of the 13th Infantry, issued in 1813,
has a blue sitk ground with a painted bald eagle device - the
natlonal embilem - with the regimental titla in gilt lettering
an & gilt-edged red seroll below (many pre-war regiments
had embroidered rather than painted colowrs). All standards
for foot tracps were to be 3V yards “Hy” (wide) by 3 yards
‘haoist' [deep). [Courtesy United Stales Military Acacdemy
Museum, West Point)

pattern of black clath adopted in Aprl 1813, His musician's
sword soona of the 1812 Pase contract,

E3: Matross, 2nd Artillery, winter 1812/13

The 1817 pattern artillery uniforms weara in limited supply; so
GO0 ‘English’ artilleny coats were purchased at a prizce sals
and issuad to the companies raised in Virginiz and
soutbwards (2rd also to al least one serving an the frontier,
at Fort Massac), Mo alterations appear fo have been dona,
other than possibly changing the buflons o the 2nd's
pattern. Falt Ylight artillary’ caps were issued 1o most of tha
regiment, timmed with yellow bands and tassels, whila
faather plumes, and the distinctive cap plates struck for tha
2nd Adillary in Octobar 1812, This matross wears white
winter overalls with yellow cord trirm on the outseam, part of
the stock still on hand from eady 1812 contracis.

F: COLD WEATHER CLOTHING, 1812/13

F1: Artillery Lleutenant wearing surtout

Tha 1812 regulations permitted dismounted arillery ancd
infantry officers to wear a surowt (2 tailored overcoat) in
place of a cloak over the full dress coat during cold weather,
The all-blug surtout was o be cut and timmed in similar
fashion to the uniform coat, but cut more generously in the
breast and sleave, and with full (as opposed to cutaway)
skirts. For artillery afficers the callar would be laced with gald
and buttans wers gilt, while the lining was scarlat; infantry
surtouts had silver lace and buttons and white linings. The
surtout uniform was abolished in the 1812 requlations, but it
was cormmon for officers to appear in cloaks, surtouls and
graatcoats of civilian form or made in military fashion to their
own tastes. When of-duty or servng detachad from their
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drd Artillery cap plate
of brass, struck In
late 1812 or eary
1813 and warmn by the
regimeant well into
1814 = see Plate EZ,
This example was
ayxcavated at Sackets
Harbar, New Yark.
[Courtesy J.Duncan
Campbell)

troops it was commeon for officers to waar dgirks rather than
swords: the gilt-mounted dirk and waistbelt shown hare are
bagsed on originals thel once befonged (o Col Henry Burbeck
of the st Artillery, as is the bicome ‘chapeau’.

F2: Sentry wearing watchcoat

Dezpite repeated propcsals to fdrmizh greateoats too all
froops, similar to those provided in the British Army since
18035, the US government did not authorise such gamments
for individual soldiers wntil 1816, Flannel shirts and mittans
wiarg igsued inowinter, somalimes. supnlemented by Iocal
[usually private) purchases of winter caps and blanket coats,
However, each company was issued tary walchaozts far the
use. of santries. Watchooats were mada of “lionskin® or
‘Bearskin® {thick, shaggy-napped woollen cloth capable of
shedding rain), usually drab-colourad (o 1812), with a scarlat
standing collar and cuffs. Typically they had a falling
‘Spanish’ cape that came down nzarly 1o the slbow, often
lined with scarlet shalloon or balse; sorme were apparently
made with hoods. Watchooats were single-breasted and
closad in front with six to seven large uniferm buttons.

F3: Light Dragoon wearing claoak

For caid or wet weather officers were prescribed ‘Hussar
clogks with ‘cape eight inches wide, trimmed with silver
braid’. The anlisted dragoons weare issuad long, sleeved
‘horseman’s cloaks’ ([essentially greatcoats) of dark blue. with
a blue standing collar and a falling cape 12inz deap. This
dragoon wears an 1808 pattarn cap fitted with the new plate
struck for it in 1812 On his swordbelt, which suppents an
1812 pattern Star sabre in itz iron scabbard, can be seen the
pewtar plate with eagle and LO' device as warn by this arm,

G1: Infantry officer on staff duty, 1812-13

FPromizging voung officers of the Line were often detached
fram thair commands to serve in various staff positions. As
these assignments were usually temporany officars typically
wore the unifarm of their parent corps. When uniforms were
finally established for staff officers in 1813, officers assigned
to-positions that confarred 'ne additional rank’ were allowed
to continue to wear lhe ‘uniform of their rank in the ling’,
althouch “with high boots and spurs’. This field-grade officer

Dark blue caped cloak wom by Lt, later Capt John
M.O"Connor of the 3rd Artillery. It is closed at the throat
with giit metal eagle ‘elasps®, and the collar is lined with
gold-colourad valvet; the breast is secured by four
regimental buttons of the 1812 pattern and carresponding
holes. (Courtesy United States Military Acadamy Muzeum,
West Point; author's photographs.

wiears an unaress coat of the pattern estzhlished in 1812 i
all infantry and artillery officers, but abolished in May 1515
although they wara worn well after hat date: It was igemizal
in form o the dress coat {or coatee), although with a b
collar and long skits without turnbacks, and tnmmad with
the lace and bullons of the respective corps. “Sharmieaiiss
(buttoned and leathar-reinforced riding overalis, so calied
in garblad imitaticn of the French charvan or the origind
Arabic serwal, meaning simply  Boss  trousers) wam
frequently worn when mountad, though ‘mare for the brgh
buttons and other omaments .. than as a guard sgaind
defilements’, according o one officer who sarvad 35 2
aida-da-camp in 1813,

G2: Private, Light Artillary, 1813

Daspita the pains taken by 5 commanding officars o aon
and maunt this corps as horse arillery, the Light Adikey
Regiment was largely dismountad by 1813 and for the
remainder of the war servad mainly as foot artillery - and, o8
occasion, as light infantry, az in the laking of Forl Gaomge i




1813, This private wears the felt ‘yaoman crown’ cap with tha
cap plata and gold band and tassals worn exclusivialy by
that corps. His arms, accoutrements and legwear reflact his
dismountad service, His pack s one of the horsehida or
degrskin knapsacks issied to many corps in 1813

G3: Captain, Light Dragoons, 1813-14

Decked out in full dress jacket and wearing the new 1813
ight dragoon cap, this offlcer displays his rank most readily
by his saddlecioth, bordened with a single row of siver lace
fior company officers — doublad for fiald officers), and with
‘trree bars of lace placed diagonally from the corner of the
housings' (bao bars for lietenants and one for cometsh His
tlippad-paint sabre is an officer's model made by Mathan
Stam. Amercan troops, by regulation, were o be clean-
shaven apart from their sidewhiskars: however, the dragoons
raadily adopted the ‘mustaching’ favoured by European
cavainy — an affectation emoraced by this afficer

Hi: Private, Sappers, 1814-15

This figure represents a meambear of the Company of Sappers,
Miness and Bombardiers as they appeaned during the siege
of Fort Erig in August 1814, with their newly-rssued leather
infantry ceps. With the axcoplion of headgear and legwear
the unifom remained vidually unchanged inthis small corps
throughicut the war,

HZ: Captain, Corps of Engineers, 1812-15

This figure represents Capt Alden Partridge and 15 based an
portraits, eyewitness acoounts of his dress and appedrance,
grd actual uniform tems known o have been worn by him
inthe War of 1812, He is dresased for active field service, with
round hat in tisu of chapeau bras and tlue pantalocns with
reinforcing leather ‘strapping’ and chains, A single epaulette
on the right indicates his captain’s rank; his embroiderad
swardbelt and gif-mounted sabe are both French impaorts.

H3: Matross, 15t Artillery, 1813-15

Even after tha three artillery reglments were merged. into the
new Corps of Adilery in spring 1814, most adillerymen
atill waore tha unifarms. and other distinctions of their parent
regiments - the new 'Corps’ plales and buttons being issued
top lade te see much (if any) combat use. This matross of the
15t A=giment is shown dressed and equipped as many of the
artillery stationed in coaslal forts in the Northeast during
1813-15 are known to have appeared: in a yellow-trimmed
felt infantry cap: bearing a 1st Arillery plate, and the short
plua coates with scarlat facings first issued in eary 1813,
Zoima of thase were made with hlue cood trim on the breast
and cuffs, as here. His crossbelis ars of buff teathar, and he
is armed with a captured Britizh India Pattern musket.

Detal from an 1814 watercelor of New York City
fortifications, showling what is believed to be a ragular
artillory private wearing the short contes with red facings
firgt imzued in early 1813, His cap appears to be of the felt
weoman croawn’ type with brass plate and white feather
plume, and he wears his overalls under the high 1813
pattern galters; cf Plate H2. (Courtesy The Mew York
Historical Society; author's photograph]

i
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Infantry and artillery regimental (also called 'battalian’]
colours were made of pale bulf [often nearly cream-celared,
a5 In this spacimen of the 22nd Infantry) or yeliow silk,
while the rifle regiments had a green silk ground. They were
slightly smaller than the standards — 6t fly by 51t hoist.
Infantry colours had a gilt-edgoed blue serall in the centra
baaring the regimental deslgnation letiered in gilt. {Courtesy
United States Military Academy Museum, West Point]
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WARRIOR
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Pet b Philip Katcher, plates by Brvan
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MEN-AT-ARMS SERIES

* The unrivalled illustrated reference

on the history, uniforms, equipment
and organisation of the world's
military forces, past and present.

* Specially commissioned full colour
artwork and diagrams combine to
provide a unique visual approach,

* Authoritative and accessible for
history enthusiasts of all ages.

The War of 1812 was the true making of the
regular regiments and corps of the US Army.
Three vears’ fighting against Britain saw the
White House burned down — but also the bloody
repulse of the redcoats, then the best infantry

in the world, on a number of bartlefields. The
small constabulary force which entered the

war — ill-led, ill-supported, and with an uncertain
system of supply — ended it as a professional army
with a system of command and services equal to
any. This meticulous history of the uniforms of
the American regulars is illustrated with many
previously unseen paintings and photographs,
and eight detarled colour plates reconstructing
all main branches of the regular army,
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