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Author's Note

Thits voiume is the gecond of thees covering the ormanization,
unifarms znd weapons of the Spanish Arrmy in Eurcpe dusing the
Hapaolecnic Wars as well as 2 providing a gkmpse of its zea-
soidiers: the first, WA 321, coveoad Lhi perad 1703-1808. Thes
sacond part deals with tha yaars fram late 1806 until 18712, studymg
1 foress witich resisted the Franch invaders with stubborn dater
ménation, almeost alone and against all ocdds, The thirg part, undar
preparation as MAA 334, will sxaming the rearganization af the
Sparish asmy with massive Brilish assistance in the fina! yeara of
the great struggle against Mapoleon's empie. Based an Spanish &
well 5z newly-disceverad British docurments, it la hoped that this
aiudy will ferm the most extensive source yel published in English
ort the material culiure of the Spanish peninsular fonces between
1753 and 1815, See the Selact Baliography al the end of the men
text for documentany references to archive materkal.

he names of Spanish personalitios are given in-their cnginal
Spanish farm, thus e.g. King Fesdinand Yl & Fernando Yl

Colour hues of Spanish uniforms generally oliawed practices in
other Eurapean armies. Thus, blug mgarst a very dark Biue; similary,.
grean was very dark, but emerald grean was a medium green.
Hearlet was indifferently red or soarlet, bal crimson was mors
refdish 1han its British countarparl.

Artist’s Note

Readers may care 1o rota thak the eriginal paintings frem: which tha!
colour plates in this book wers prepared arg available for private
sale, Al reproduction copyright whatscever is relained by the
Publishers. Al enguiries should be addmssed ta:

Bl Younghusband

Moarfield, Kitlcolman West, Buttevant, Go.Cork, Eire

Tre Pubdishars regrat that they can enter infe na correspondence
upen this matter,



Soldiers, voluntears and aven
monke in desperate hand-to-
hand fighting at the fool of &
Pigta in the garden of the
Ste.Engracia convent at
Zaragoza, 27 January 1809,
during the second siege. Tha
painting from which this detail is
taken encapsulates the violent
intensity which marked the
Peninsular War; it is the work of
Baran Lejeune, whe look part in
this action and was wounded
close by the stalue. (Print after
Lejewne)

SPANISH ARMY OF THE
NAPOLEONIC WARS (2)
1808-1812

INTRODUCTION

[ % THE SUMMER OF 1505 the f‘-:ni}'fmi!-ih nzerion was [lusheed IJ:.' s ineredible
;I victory over General Dupont's French army at Bailen, The standard of
S orevolt had been raised throughout the Therian peninsula and, thanks
to the Brosh fleet, about 9000 men of General Romana'’s corps in
Denmark had escaped the French and landed in northern Spain, But
the French were far from defeaced, and their withdrawal inte northern
apain was merely a tactical move, An ivale Napoleon was assembling his
Grand Army to solve the Therian problem, With a force of over 300,000
mern, it was Bar larger than the effective combined regular forees of
Spaan, Portugal and Britain deploved in the Peninsula. In Ociober 1808
Napoleon marched into Spain.

O 25 November Marshal Lannes defeated the 43,000-4mun Spanish
army led by General Castanos at Tadela. Another French corps marched
into Catalonia and hesieged Rosas, which finally
fell on 4 December after nearly a maonth of
stubborn resistance, On the same day Napoleon,
having defeated all opposition, entered Madrid:

Meanwhile, Sir John Moore's 15,000-strong
British army marched from Lishon into northern
spain o reinforce the hard-pressed Spanish; they
reached Sagahun, where British cavaley defeated a
French force on 21 December. Although joined by
sir David Baird sith another 1000000 British
troops, Moore was oblized 1o retreat towards the
coast; Marshal Sounlt with 80.000 men was closing
in fast. After a dreadfully punishing winter
retreat Moore's main body arrived ar Coruna
on 12 January 1809 Soult soon reached the
owiskivts of this Galician porg and auacked on the
1Gth. Moore was Killed and Baird badly wounded
in the battde, bot the British managed (o escape by
sea on the 18ith, leaving behind wo doomed
Spanish regiments who only surrendered on the
20th.

Although this episode had been a sorry lesson
in the difficultics of co-operative operations, the
British believed that their army had actually saved
southern Spain and Portugal from invasion. The
spanish, however, believed thar their Britsh allies
had retreated hastily 1o their ships when things
aob difficul.
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Meanwhile. Spain’s central government had collapsed and regional
councils or funtas sprang up, with a Central Junta in Sevilla. o Madrd,
Napoleon restored his hrother [oseph to the Spanish throne, and
planned 10 ocoupy the Peninsula by browally stamping out any oppo-
siton. Fernando VI, the only lawlul king whom the vast majority of
Spaniards would recognize, was dewmined in France, The cause of inde-
pendence might have seemed hopeless 10 observers; but this was Spain,
and desperate ighting continued ingo TR0

Cme heroic example was the defence of the city ol Zarmgoea, First
besieged unsuccessiully between June and Auguse 1808, the city suffered
a second siege by French [orces led by (successivelv) Marshals Moncey,
Mortier. Junot and Lannes from 20 December 1808, The Spanish
defenders, galvanized by General |osé Palafox, put wp a fanatical
resistance against all odds. The whole populace joined the regular
saldiers and militiamen in defending their city, even women and monks
taking np-arms 1o join a fight of a ferocity unpaalleled in the annals of
the Peninsular War.  Evenmually, epidemic fevers broke out and many
thousands died of sickness; but the survivors, huddled in cellars during
bombardments; came out fighting to the death, Finally Palalox, 1oo, 12l
1L, sall 1ssuing orders from his sickbed until overcome by delirium, On
21 February 158049 the half-destroved citv of Zaragoea at last surrendered.
The casnalties were horrendous, and the church square was covered with
cotfins and dead hodies. An estimated 48,000 Spanish men, women and
children had died of pestlence, and another G00H} in combat. The
French had lost abour 10,000 soldiers. The citv’s pre-war population of
35000 had been reduced o about 15,000 soulks. However, as Sir Charles
Orman later correctly observed, the "example of Zaragoea was invaluable
tor the nation and to Europe. The knowledge of it did much 1o sicken the
French soldiery of the whole war, and to make everv olficer and man who
entered Spain march. not with the light heart that he feltin Germany or
[talv, but with gloom and disgust and want of conlidence,’

A few months later the French besieged Gerona in Catalonia, again
meeting heroie resistance from the Spanish soldiers and citizens, The
siege lasted from 24 May o L December 1809, leaving 14,000 Spanish
dead = halt of them civilians = and 13000 French soldiers. New Spanish
levies had been raised, often commanded by inexperienced officers,
without proper logistics. They had a few successes belore the Central
Junta ordered the main Spanish army of 53000 men led by General
Arelzaga 10 free Madrid; this force was crushed bv Marshal Soult at

The Peninsula: the crosshatched
areas show the rough extent of
the French occupslion from 1808
to 1812, Tha maps of the years
1810 and 1811 shaw the
maximum extent of the French
expansion; that of 1812 shows
the shtuation at the end of the
year when the Anglo-Portuguese
armias finally hald their owmn in
the Spanish heartiand. The
narth-eastern camer of Galicia
with the port of Coruna escaped
effective French contral - as,
indeed, did much of the country
at various perieds, since guerrilk
activity was ceaseless.



Ocana, Castille, on 17 November, This disaster wiped o a large part of
Spain’s organized forces and opened the way 1o Andalucia, which the
French immediately invaded, With about 30,000 men lelt o fight oil over
BN French troops, resistance in Andalucia collapsed, The Central
Junia resigned power 1o an elected Cortes {(or legislative assembly),
which ook refuge in Cadiz as the advancing French invested the city on
4 Fehruary 1810 Reinforced by British and Portuguese roops, Cadiz was
o remain under sicoe {rom the landward side for two-and-a-hall vears.
“Thanks 1o Britain’s Roval Navy, however, its port remained open,

The French now controlled nearly all of Spain except for pars of
Galicia. Valencia and Camlonia, By October TRLG they had pencirated as
far as the forified lines of Torres Vedras near Lisbon, and were siill in
central Portugal in March 1811 before they were torced o withdraw. It
wok the rest of the vear for Wellington's and Beresford’s Anglo-
Portuguese force, assisted by a Spanish corps, to establish solid positions
in the Spanish provinces of Extremadura and Leon.

In this propaganda painting, the
Emperor Hapoleon receives the
surrender of Madrid in early
December 1808 from a group of
supplicant Spanish emissaries. In
fact, nathing could have been
further from the truth: the
Spanish people were mobilising
for one of the most determined
resistances against an invader in
histery. (Print after Vernet)




Genaral Jasé Palafox, the
indamitableo leader of the
defence of Zaragoza. He and his
family were to suffar from
Mapoleon's cruelty until the end
of the war. The incredibly
stubbarn reslstance of the city in
1809 enragod Napolean;
although the surrendering
garrison had been granted the
hanaurs of war, he had Marshal
Lannes arrest Palafox as a
political prisoner and imprisoned
him In the castie of Vincennes,
spreading 2 rumeur that he had
died in prison. Hiz relaase in
1814 provoked much joy
throughout Spain. (Print atter
portrait)

RESISTANCE AND BRITISH AID =

The Spanish army, in spite of repeated defeas from late 1808 onwad
was never completely destroved. Three Mirther factors worked wit
success against the French: the gucrrillas, the armed peasaniry’ o
volunteers, and British material assistance, '

OF these, the phenomenon of the guerrillas was certainly the i
novel. Guerrilla groups had risen spontanconsly since late 1808 |
operate behind the French lines, using their knowledge of Spain
mountainous topography o advantage, Motivated Lagely by a han ek ¢
the marauding French soldiers’ wanton robbery, pillage, murder an
rape among the civilian population, many onerrilla bands wreaka
revenge of medieval savagery upon any unfortunate French soldiers the
capired, By 1810 some guerrilla groups had become small armies o
several thousand men,

lhe armed peasantry and volunteers were not gruerrillas, althoug)
they are sometimes confuscd with them. They appeared in the cou
tryside and in towns (o assist the regular and provincial troops. Cron
examples of such organizations were the city volunteer unis in Cadit
anel the rural armed peasantry of the Galician “Alarm groups.

British aid was certainly a major factor in fuelling the Spanid
resistance. Between May 1808 and May 1804 alone, supplies o Spail
fram England included 155 artillery pleces. 200,277 muskets, 35,000 seg
ol secontrements, 61,3091 swords, 79000 pikes, 40,000 rens. 5000 |
canteens, 54,000 knapsacks, 92,100 uniforis, shoes, and hats, nearly hat |
a million vards af linen, calico and wool, along with £1.4 12354 in cash
aned bills of exchange (to put this figure in perspective, in 1808 Bl'iiatin"fE
total expenditure on her large and strategically vital Roval Wavy wig
£17,496.047). These supplies were usually shipped to Gijon, Cortiia ang f
Cadiz. For example, on 27 August 1808 some 24000 suits o F

clothing, 20,000 knapsacks with pouches and belts, 1003

e shakos and pairs of shoes were hound for Gijon. At the q
x same time 6,000 suits of clothing, round hats and F
\ cockades, gaiters, pouches and beles, 4000
% knapsacks and 10,000 pairs of shoes wen :
intended for Coruia; while a large shipment o
‘blue, white [and] red’ fabrics ‘for clothings

0,000 men” with serge, linen and calico Wer

shipping for Cadiz (PRO, WO /541, W
| 6/164), In the autumn of 1808 some 12,000

green uniforms faced with red, 8000 blug
| uniforms faced with red, and 4,000 redl

coatees, white waistcoats and grey pantaloons

were sent to Asturias (PRO), O 72/65).

This aid went on unabated for vears, witls

tens of thousands of items of armaments
ammunition, uniforms and equipment beimng
shipped every month 1o mect the huge d:'nmndw:_f
of Spanish juntas and patriots. These demands
were, in large part, met. In August 1809 we find
{(PRO., AO 16/61) “to..the Marquis de la Romana.., for

— =l the use of Spanish troops under his command 101,



mtiskets with bavonets and steel Tammers, exira repaired of sorts, 10,000
musker bavonet scabbards, 10,000 black infantry accoutrements’ with
ammunition. In December 1810 four 12pdr cannons, four Spdr
cannons, four Apdr. cannons, 8,000 muskets with accoutrements, 4,000
sabres, 200000 pairs of shoes, 10000 suits of clothing comprising jacket,
pantaloons. waisteoat, gaiters and shires, and 5,000 greatcoats were all
sent o Asturias (PRO, WO 1/7261). These were in addition o tens of
thousands of muskets and uniforms sent carher during 1810, By 1811 the
policy was o supply arms, clothing, and ammunition for 42,000 men of
the Spanish army which. at this time, was veckoned to total abou S0000
men, Wellington also had an annual sum of £1 million to supply the
needs of Spanish troops operating in conjunction with or under the
command of the British forces.

However, even these very large shipments were far from enough:
Spanish armies were aftent chad in brown peasants” clothes Lor lack of
uniforms.

British attitudes

Senior Briish officers and officials in Spain were often unjust in their
sweeping condemnations of the quality of Spanish troops and the
character of the Spanish people. This atitde spread w the lower ranks,
as conntless journals of British officers and private soldiers wesufy. One
explanation, perhaps, was that these men came [rom a Britin which was
experiencing the world's firse industial revolution, a country they

LEFT A heavy cavalry regiment,
possibly the Infante Regiment in
General Romana’as Gorps, ¢, 1808-
1208, wearing blue coals with
light buff or white collar, lapels
and turmbacks, brass buttons,
white breeches, and blue
hausings edged red. (Print after
J.Boath]

RIGHT A light cavalry regiment
wearing green uniforms wilh red
collars, shoulder straps amd
plumes, white cords and lace -
possibly the Cazadores da
Qlivenza Regiment in Ramana's
Corps, c.1808-1809, Their
unilorm was emerald green
hussar-style jackets with scarlet
collar and cuffs (Sec MAA 321)
from 1808 until about 1811.In
Mallorca in July 1812 Lieutenant
Woolcombe noted that they wore
wellsw jackets, red cuff and
cape [callar), helmet like the
British light dragoans, red
feather’ — which was obviously a
Tarleton helmel [Print aftter
J.Booth)

7



Belicved to he al the [orelront of scientific;, economic, and social
progress. While our concept of democracy was unknown, a recognition
of mutual dependency between the social classes had given Britain an
army i which all ranks were united Ly an instinetive patriotism — partic-
ularly when they found themselves on alien shores. Any comparison
based on personal experience was bound to reflect untavourably upon
Spain, which they perceived as a poor, semi-fendal, agravian and narrows
minded society; and generalizing from personal experience was and is
the universal vice of the ignorant. The Spanish responded by reminding
their English allies as 1o exacty who was doing the huge majority of the
fighting in Spain while they were busy in Porrugal,

Worse — and regarded as intolerable by the Spanish — British eom-
manders were suspected of plotting to pur Spanish troops under British
oflicers, as had been done in Portugal: and it was true. In June 1810 Lord
Wellesley, Wellington's elder brother and the British ambassador 1o the
Cortes, had written a “Memorandum on a Spanish Army’ which outlined
the organization of a corps in British pay toralling 30,000 men ‘which
might be clothed in ved’. The plan was based on the premise that
Spaniards are capable of being made into good soldiers as any in the
world: that they are perhaps the cheapest soldiers which Great Britain
can employ; and that they would serve with confidence and ardour
under the command of British officers’, of which there were to he 144
inchuding all senior officers (Supplementary Dispeiches, VII). When, in
March 1511, Wellesley suggested that Spanish provinces on  the
Pormguese horder be put under the anthority of Wellington, Spanish
feelings were aroused and rumours spread about the Spanish army being
placed under British officers. The resentment was such that, in August,
Wellesley made a statement to the Cortes denying everyihing as vile
rumaonrs, The Spanish gracefully accepied his statement, and kepran eve
on their ally, And not without reason; in September 1812 another
proposal o aise brigades of Spanish soldiers ‘1o be commanded and in
part officered by British officers” came from no less than the Duke of
York, commander-in-chict of the Britsh forces, who asked the Secretary
of War Lord Bathurst to seek the views of the Duke of Wellington (PRO),
WO 6,/36), The Spanish would have been outraged, as Bathurst and
Wellington well knew, and nothing came of i

However, a number of Britgsh officers and soldiers were also ardent
supporiers of the Spanish effort and admirers of Spain and her people.
Men such as John Downie (who raised, partly at his own cost, the
Extremadura Legion ). Charles Dovle and Williin Parker Carroll, 1o cite
a few ol the beter known officers whe operated with the Spanish troops
in the interior, were unequivocal hispanophiles. Far away [rom the
British lines, they brought great sympathy, hope and assistance o the
Spanish, who greeted them with open arms.

Fossibly the strongest and least prejudiced allies of the Spanish were
the Ministers of the British government, They sensed the continuing
embarrassment caused by the valiant Spanish vesistance to Napoleon's
dnvincible’ armies, Their support woulid also have been moiivated by the
generally favowrable popular opinion towards Spain's strugale held
among the British public. Perhaps they also perceived that something
wis changing in the "Art of War’ with the emergence of truly effective
guerrilla warfare. Thus, in spite of unfavourable comments by British




LEFT ABCVE OMicer of the
Carabineras de la Reina Cavalry,
£.1808-1811; The line squadrons
ol the Corps of Royal Carabiniers
appear 1o have been divided into
seyeral smalter units, such as
the 150-man Carabinerss Roales
de Extremadura. Bogth shows
this Carabinero de la Reina
wearing a blug coat with a red
collar, lapels and turnbacks,
gllver buttons, lace and

uniringed epaulettes, a red
waisteoat edgad with silver lace,
white breeches and gauntlet
gloves, and black boots. (Print
after Goddard and Booth)

LEFT, BELCVY Officer of the Maria
Luisa Hussar Regiment, c.1808-
1811, He wears a shy blue

dolman and breeches, red culis
and piping at the cellar, silver
lace, a yellow sash with blue
knots, a black cap with o red
plume and silvar cords, and dark
red leather beits edged silver
[Print after Goddard and Boath)

RIGHT Fram left to rights

Gunner, Royal Corps of Artillery,
c.1809-1811, wearing a round
hat with a red plume and the
brim upturned in fromt; Blue coat
with biue lapels, collar and
turnbacks, red piping and cuffs,
brass buttens; red waistocoat
edgied yellow, and grey trousers.
Fusilier, Extremadura Infantry
Regiment, ¢.1809-1811, wearing
a while coat with red collar,
cuffs, lapeds and turnback piping,;
brasa buttens: red forage cap
with white hanging crown piped
yellow ard yellow embroidered
badge; white walstcoat and
breeches, and black gaitars,
Trooper, Zamara Dragoeon
Regiment, ¢, 1811, wearing a
white coat, waistcoat, breeches
and gloves, with a black collar,
kapels and piping, brass buttons,
and black boots. (Print after
Goddard and Booth)

officers in the ficld frustated by undeniable shortcomings. the Spanish
were 1o be helped at all costs.

“Ar all costs’ was far from easy to achieve, Although Britain was a rich’
country, its finances were stretched o the limit by a national debt ol over
606 million, an enormous sum for the time. In 1311, of £491 il lion
expenditures, interest payments alone took nearly £30 million — over
hall of the £64 million of revenue. Thus, nearly £30 million Iad w be
borrowed to meet the demands of what was in some senses a world war.
[y was in this context that somehow, through the constant efforts of Lord
Casdercagh, Lord Liverpool, Lord Bathurst, George Canning and many
others. millions of pounds were found annually o finance and supply
the Spanish. Tt was a good investment hecause, in spite of an cccupying
French army of some 300,000 men, the Spanish simply could not be put
dowr, However, until 1812 the aid from Britain, although considerable,
was not sulficient o keep the Spanish army tolerably well supplied,

The state of the Spanish armies

Bath French and British officers who observed the Spanish troops often
noted the same Taults and the same qualities, Generally, if for different
motives, the French and British noted that the Spanish tended o make
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ponderous and largely predicuble tactical moves, The British, who most
appreciated sieadfastmess under fire and nearclockwork movements,
were often appalled by what they perceived as undisciplined and badly-
drilled Tormations moving about the field, and often decamping rather
hastily in the face of enemy pressure, The French, who admired the
massive vet speedy movements of their formatons followed by [urious
charges at bayvonet- and sword-point, often found that the Spanish
offered an incredibly fierce resistance that might collapse suddenly. The
resulting Spanish losses, both in battle and during pursuit after such
collapses, tended to be proportionately higher.

It is clear that the ‘laissesfaire’ vears of neglect under Carlos [V's
prime minister Manuel Godoy were now bearing bitter fruit. Spain,
iivadded by large numbers of French troops, found that its army was out-
numbered and outskilled. Both British and French observers agreed on
the basic qualite of the Spanish soldier, a tough, cheerlul and ever-
enduring individual often living in conditions far worse than his Britsh
or French counterparts, Thev also noticed the general ineptitude of the
Spanish officers, whom they regarded as vain and ignorant. Certainly,
the battlefield performance reflected this in its most important aspect:
firepower, Spanish batalion fire was lound o be unstendy and slow
¢tmuch to the relief of the French and the alarm of the British). In TS8R,
for instance, Lieutenani-Colonel Svmes observed that Spanish troops
would give fire twice a minute as opposed to the usual three volleys per
minute, And when they did fire, the Spanish volleys often had more
misfires than their opponents.

Such observations go a long way o explaining the usual lack of
siccess by Spanish bagalions in open field fighting, Not only did the
French often appear in superior nwmbers, but their fire was more
cifective by at least ome third, French and British chroniclers, and
countless historians since, laid the blame squarely on the Spanish officer
corps. As Caprain Lovell Badcock of the Fth Light Dragoons put i, the
Spanish were ‘not bad looking troops, It [ fear, ill commanded’.

At left; a trooper of the
Granaderss a Caballe Fernando
Vil, 1B08-1812. Raised a5 ‘Horss
Grenadiers of Fernando VII' from
B September 1808 by Count
Feman-Nunez, with 540 men in
three squadrons, they were
gorverted into “Fermanda Vil
Hussars® fram 1 May 1811, The
unit had a bearskin colpack with
a red plume at the side and a
silver oval plate with an 'F VIl
clphar (Pacheco shows a shako
in 1810}. The green coatee has
yellow collar and cuffs, red
turnbacks, three rows of pewter
buttons, white lace between the
buttons and edging the collar
and cuffs, and a white 'T° on the
collar; the brown oweralls have
pewter buttons on the red stripe
and leather strapping. The green
houszing |s edged with white lace
foonfinued opposite)

Officer, Caballeria de Fernando
7, 1810. This was probably a
member of the Granaderos a
Caballe Fernanda Vil detached i
Cadiz. Except for a shako instes
of a bearskin cap the uniform s
similar, consisting of a green
coatee with yellow collar and
cuffs, white lace, silver
epauleties and buttons, and a
biack shako with silver cords.
Watercalour by Antonia Parelra
Pacheca. (Biblioteca Publica
Municlpal, Santa Cruz de
Tenarife, Ganary Islands)



At right, a trooper of the
Granada Drageons, 1808-1813.
Raiged In Granada from 29
Baptember 1308, four squadrons
tokalling GO0 men campalgned
with-the army of La Mancha in
1808, and fought at the battle of
Saguntum in 1811, They were
amalgamated Into the Reina,
Sagunto and Numancia dragoon
regiments on 7 September 1813,
The uniferm was a yallow coates
with a sky blue sollar with: yellow
front patches bearing a brass ‘7,
culfs probably sky blue, white
lumbacks, brass buttons; grey
averalls with & yellaw atripe: a
black helmet with a black crest
and brass littings; sheapskin
edged red, and yellow housings
kced sky blue. (Print after
Gimensz & Clonard)

Oflicar of the *Iranda’ Infantry
Begiment, c.1808, wearing a sky
bl coat with butf lapels and
cuffs, white piping at the collar
and cutfs, whibe turmbacks,
waisteoat and breeches, silver
buttons, epauleties and
embroldery at the collar, and
Wack knee gaiters. This may in
fact be an eficer af the Hibernia
Reglment, as that unit had & aky
blue collar, while Idanda had a
buff collar accarding to the 1805
dress regulations. (Print after
Goddard and Booth)

What seems less widely known is that the Spanish themselves largely
recognized that the lack of officer taining was a serious problem. They
realized that specialized military education had o be provided at once,
even during the period of invasion and occupation; and chey did
sarmething about it A number of military academies for rraining aspiring
vaung oflicers appeared from nowhere from 1808, Tt is obvious that in
spite of enormons difficulties, these were serious and determined insi-
ttions of learning. The quality of courses provided in these academies
must have varied in such desperate times; some were obliged o move
around the connry onlv a step ahead of the rambling French armies. In
1811 the Cortes ook the important decision to abolish the requirement
that oflicers should come from the nobility, and these schools became
open toall alents. That same vear a training centre for enlisted men was
set up by Colonel Dovle in Cadiz, and the Cortes decreed the principle
of universal service, Hampered, however, by a nearly empty treasury, 2
haphazard supply system, and the great difficuliies ol eo-ordinatnon due
1 the French ocenpation and local politics, all this could only have a
limited ellect.

The Spanish [orees were divided into regional armies. In October
1808 the front-line armies were the Army of Galicia, the Army of Aragon,

the Army of Extremadura, the Army of the Centre, and the Army of

Catalonia, The reserve armies were the Avmy of Granada, the Galician
Reserves, the Asturian Reserves, the Army of Reserve of Madrid, the
Fxtremadurian Reserves, and the Balearic Islands, Murcian, Valencian
and Andalucian Reserves. There were many changes therealter, b the
regional identificaton remained until December 1811 Although the
Spanish (orees were by then organized into Armies of the Centre, the
Left and the Righr, these grouped the armies of Camlonia (much of i
destroved at Tarragona in July), Valencia, Murcia, Extremadura and
Galicia plus various [ormations such as the Majorea Division.

UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT

The Spanish armies of 1808 and [B0Y were not always illarmed and in
rags. T October TH08 Charles Vaughan, a British diplomart, deseribed
part of the Spanish Army of Arvagon as Full of well-dressed and fine-
looking men. The exception was the O'Neille Division with only one
infaniry regiment in uniform, with the rest dressed in local cloaks over a
shirt anel light tronsers and sandals for footwear, but uniforms were
expected (o arrive any day. He then reported that part of General
Castanos’ Army ol Andalucia was well-dressed, with a very soldierly
bearing,

fn April 1809 Britain supplied clothing for 50,000 Spanish troops,
Some 20,000 sets were shipped to Cadiz, of which 15000 were blue
coatees and 10,000 white coatees, all with scarlet collars, cufls and lapels
anel brass buttons; they were accompanied with whire waisteoats and
breeches and black gaiters. A month later, all units i the recently
organized Ballesteros Division, part of the Asturias Army then at

Contrueces, Gijon, were ssacd with 20,000 aniforms and 25,000 pairs of
1] |

shoes from England. The division’s Castrapol Regiment had white
uniforms with scarlel facings, and it may be that the whole supply was in
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Line infantry grenadiers,
¢.1808-1808. They waar the tall
bearskin caps wilh lang,
embraldered bags distinctive of
Spanish grenadiers. (Print after
J. Booth)

these colours, Bui many troops were now dressing in brown, blue, green,
andl red instead of white, By August 1B clothing had become so varied
among the Spanish troops that Wellington felr “an exertion ought to be
mace immediatelv o clathe them in the national unilorm’, adding thai
il “the whole army wore the national unitorm, it would be possible 1o
disgrace those who misbehave, either by depriving them ol it or by
alfixing some mark o i,

Thie maional unilorm was not 1w be Tor a while, In Jae November
EROY many grey and some blue jackers were sent, along with shakos
and cockades; other clothing of unspecilied colours was also shipped.
[n Movember 1B some 12000 suits of clothing “to be skv blue’,
with 20,000 greatcoats and  haversacks, 40,0000 pairs of shoes,
hall-stockings and shices, and LU pairs of boots were ordered sent o
‘the Army in Caralonia’ along with 10,(0H) stands of arms (PRO, WO
/206,

By 1811 blue was obwviously becoming the new colour for the Spanish
infantry, Sky or light blue was apparenty predominant an fivst, but “blue’
{meaning dark blue) became the prelerred colour by the end ol that
vear. In May the army in Catalonia was shipped “8.000 suits ol light blue
clathing” with 12,000 pairs ol hallsgaiters (PRO, WO 1 /848). In Ociaber
Wellington wrote of "a division ol inlantry, now raising in Castlle, under
Don Carlos de Espana, to which [ have supplied arms and accou-

rements’, and that it 'mav be supplied with blue
clothing... as soon as possible” (Dispatches, V1LY,

The siyle of the British clothing sent 1o Spain
appears: usually 1o have been a simple single-
breasied coatee or jacket, with collar and culls in
a contrasting  facing or the jacket colourn
Waistcous generally seem o have been of whine
kersey, pamaloons usually ol the jacket colour,
Shakos were favoured by the Spanish from 1804,
they were usnally wider at the wop than the base
and fairly plain. The ‘caps & cockades’ [rom
Britain often appear to have been in that siyle,
sent plain except Tor the cockade, Naturally, many
‘improvements’ could be added by regimental
tailors, and this appears 1o have become common
alter 1812,

Generals and Staff

The regulation uniforms of general ollicers
remained ofliciallv the same as described in MAA
521, bur there were some changes in [ashion. The
cenerals still wore blue but, especially in more
formal dress or on campaign, might have worn an
all-blue coat without lapels, and with gold
embroidery edging the collar, front, culls and
pocket Haps.

O B June 181 a Cuerpo de Estado Mayor or
General Sall Corps of 62 oflicers was created 1o
improve stall work; it was increased o 154 olficers
in January 1811 (See Plawe F lor uniforms, )



[n 1810 somme of the rank badees for garrison siaff officers were sim-
plified. The Teniente del Rey (King's Liemtenant, in effect a
lientenan-governor) was (o be disunguished by two gold laces each
ddem wide, The Sargento Mayor de Plaza (Town Mavor) had one 2.%cm
gold lace.

In July 1810 the introduction of the new ranks of baualion com-
mander for foot ooops, and squadron commander for cavalry and
dragoons, brought a new rank badge: one gold lace and one silver, no
matier whai the unit's lace colour. This rank was in between that of major
fone gold or silver lace) and lieatenant-colonel (ove gold orsilver laces).

GCavalry
The organizaton of cavalry regiments changed on | October 1808, Each
regiment was now (o have four squadrons, each of three companies.
Each company had onc captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, three
serpeants, four corporals, one trumpeter, 42 mounted roopers, and |1
dismonnted troopers. Each regiment had a stall of eight leld officers,
four standard bearers, a marshal major, 4 chaplain, a surgeon, a trumper
major, a ketddedrommer and a facador. On 30 January 1809 the estab-
lishment of troopers per company was raised to 831, On 23 April 1809 the
composition wis changed 1o eight corporals, 48 mounted troopers and
|1 dismounted. The staff had nine field officers, four standard hearers,
a marshal major, a chaplain, a surgeon, a rumpet major, a kette-
drumimer, @ master saddler, a master armourer
and a picador. On 15 July 1808 each regiment was
reduced by ome squadron: but by then all this was
largely theoretical.

From 1808 many new squadrons of heavy and
hght cavalry were raised or reorganized from
older formations. The deficiencies in men aned
horses often meant a much lower actual sirength:
anlv one squadron was actually mounted, the two
athers serving on foot as infantry. Yel new uniis
alzo appeared. meluding many of line cavalry
[such as the Volunmarios de Sevilla, Voluntarios de
Cindad Rodrigo, Carabineros  Reales  de
Extremadura, Persegnidos de Andalucia, 2nd
Alcantara, Cruzada de Alberquerque, Ynd
Santiago, Cuenca, and the Znd Algarve); of
dragoons (Caceres, Casdlla, Madrid, Granada,
M Lugsitania, and Soriad of casedores {Granada,
Valencia, Sevilla, Fuen-Santa, Sagrario de Toledo,
Mantanas de Cordoba, 1st and 2nd Squadrons of
Francos de Castilla, Navarra, Mancha, Ubrique,
Jaen, Galicia, and Madrid); of hossars (1st and
2nd Extremadura, Granada, Daroca later Aragon,
San Narciso later Cataluna, Rioja, Theria, Navarra,
Francos de Castilla, Burgos, and Numantinos):
of mounted grenadiers (Fernande VI and
Galicia}, of cuirassiers (Coraceros Espanoles),
and of lancers (Utrera, 1st Casnlla, and Legion
Estremetia). |

e oo,

Line infantry fusiliers, ¢, 1808-
1809, The figure at left wears
the standard uniform; his
camrade relaxes in his forage
cap and sandals while smoking a
long white cigarette. (Print after
J.Booth)

13



14

On 6 April 1811 a regulation from the Cortes
in Cadiz tried o organize the mualtitude of units,
and decreed thar the regular cavalry would consist
of 12 regiments of heavy cavalry (Rev, Reina,
Principe, Infante, Borbon, Faresio, Alcantara,
Espana, Algarve, Calatrava, Santiago, and
Montesa); ten of dragoons {Rey, Reina, Almansa,
Pavia. Villaviciosa, Sagunio, Numancia, Luisitania,
Granada, and Madrid): four of cazadores
{Mivenza, VYolunmarios de Espana, Sevilla, and
Valencia): and foar of hussars (Extremaduora,
Espanoles, Granac, and Fernando VI

There were also regular provincial squadrons:
one of heavw cavalry (Coenca), one ol cazadores
(Ubrigue), one of dragoons (Soria) and five of
hssars  (Cataluna, Aragon, Galicia, Cantabiria,
and Castalla), In addition to these units there were
also the Coraceros Espanoles, and some ol the
larger guerrilla groups also maintained cavalry
wnits, such as the Theria Huossars raiscd by
El Medico, Tt is impossible 1o list all units; bat
those mentioned below and in the illustrations
and plates will give an idea of the diversite of
the Spanish cavalry corps serving between 1505
and 1812,

Dragones del General Company Formoed by
General Joaquin Blake after General Cuocstacs

defeat at Medina de Rioseco on 14 July 1808, with
survivors of the Colorados de Buenos Aires
Batalion (see below), who were best suited for mounied service, They
dressed in rypical South American ‘gauche’ sivle with the poncho-like
chirtspas, and when on patrol would oy 1o rope French soldiers with their
fazos, The dragoons fought at Astorga, Tamanos and Ciadad Rodrigo,
afterawhich the troop was dissolved, the remaining men being sent back
to Momevideo in 1812

Cazadores de Olivenza With four squadrons in Valencia in 1808 wtalling
47 officers and 558 men, they foughe the French i many engagements
including Bailen and Tudela, and were nearly wiped out ar Maria, They
were reconstituted in three squadrons and saw action again from
November 1809 in Bareelona and Valencia province. Part of the
regiment helped form the Granada Hussiars in June 1808, the Coraceros
Espanoles in July 1810, and the Cazadores de Valencia in March 811,
Transferred 1o Mallorea in April 1311, two squadrons landed at Alicanme
in 1812, and one remained at Mallorea,- but all three were in the
Peninsula in [813 campaigning in General Whintingham's Mallorca
Division. They became the Costa de Granuada Line Cavalry Regunent on
1 December 1814, For uniform see accompanying illastration.
Extremadura Hussars The Maria Loisa Hussars were amalgamated o
form the lst and 2nd Extremadura Hussars (raised in 18058) and later
united into Extremadurs Hussars. Uniform was an all sky blue dolman,
a scarlet pelisse and pantaloons, with pewter buttons, white cords, and
emerald green honsings edged white.

Al left; a light infantry fusilier,

. 1B0B, wearing the crested cap
with a yallow band and green
plume, and the old green jackeat
faced red with yellow cards. At
right, 8 gunner in Blue faced with
redd. [Print atter J.Boath)

RAIGHT This print of the surrender
of Tarragena show the Spanish
traops wearing all busbles with
hanging bags, and a lapelied
coatee. As it was the work of
Pierre Martinet, wha published
large numbers of good uniform
printa between ¢.1807 and the
18305, and as theze detalls are
shown in several of his other
prints of Spanish battles, it is
likaly that they were reported to
him by French seldicrs who had
served In Spaln.



e Eemn San Narcisso/Cataluna Hussars Raised rom
=3 ; 15 December 1809 as San Narcisso Huossars during
the siege of Gerona, their name was later changed
to Cataluna Hussars, and they were incorporated
into the Numancia Dragoons on 1 October 1814,
Uniform was an all sky blue dolinan, a- green
pelisse edged with brown fur, yvellow cords. brass
buttons, a scarler and vellow hussar sash, sky
blue breeches, and a all, visored, conical black
cap with a white wing edged scarler and a red
plurie.
Lanceros de Extremadura See Legion
Extremadura below.

Infantry
In 1808 the line infaniry was organized ino reg-
iments of three batalions, each of four companies
of fusiliers except for the 1st Battalion, which had
wo companies of grenadiers. The war estab-
lishment of each regiment was theoretically over
2 300 officers and men, but the actual strength
was much lower, Light infantry batalions had six
Charfos W.Doyle was a British liaisen officer sent into Spain companies totalling a theoretical war estab-

i 1808. With considerable energy and enthusiasm, he lishment of over 1,300 afficers and men, but this
managed to ohtain seme supplies for the Spanish forces In
porthern Spatn, and raised the Tiradores de Doyle, with

oo excecded the real ligures.

whom he fought gallantly in many engagements. Recalled in The st of indepe “[Em"'f" against the French
1811, he was retained in Cadlz to organize and command a saw @ multtude of new units created. Benween
large training centre for the Spanizh army. May and December 1808 some 210 regiments, 48
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Officer of the Regimiento de
Fernando VI, 1814, The infantry
Regimiente de Leales de
Fernando VII was raised from

a3 September 1808 and fought

at Talavera on 27 July 18049; in
1810 its 15t Battalion was in
Cadiz while the Znd and 3rd
campaigned in Extremadora. This
man wears a blue coates with
gearlet collar and cuffs, white
piping, silver epaulettes and
buttons, white breeches, and a
black shakao with silver lace and
plate. Walercolour by Antonio
Pareira Pacheco, [Biblloteca
Publica Municipal, Santa Cruz de
Tenerife, Canary Islands)

ol which were light infantry, were listed, In 1309 another 18 line and [
light infantry regiments were formed. The variety in organization
these units, raised spontaneously all over the country, was naturally cos
sidderable, and in 1810 some standardization was attempted.

Om 1 July 181D it was decreed that the regular infantey would consis
of cight batalions of grenadiers, formed from the remmants of the
provincial milita grenadier battalions; 121 regiments of line infantr,
which incorporated the provincial militia regiments; 32 batalions o
light infantry; and Swiss regiments as necessary.

The grenadier battalions were 1o have 681 men in four companies o
grenadiers and one of light infantry; each company was to have ;
captain, two lientenants, one sub-licienant, four scrgeants, three
drummers, 12 corporals and 111 privates. The battalion staff consisted of
a liewtenant-colonel, one major, two lentenantadjutants, one ensign,
one chaplain, one surgeon, one armowrer and a doun major,

Line infantry regiments were 10 have 2,554 men in three batalions
cach battalion having a company of grenadiers, a company of cazadore
(chasseurs or light company), and four companies of Tusiliers, Fach
prenadier company was to have a capiain, two lieutenants, one sub-liet
tenant, four sergeants, two drummers, two fifers, ten corporals and 9l
privates, Fach cazador company was (o have a captiin, two lieutenants
ane sub-lientenant, four sergeants, two drummers, ten corporals and 85
privates. Each fusilier company 1o have a caplain, two lieutenants, e
sub-icutenants, five sergeants, three drummers, 16 corposals and | 3
privates. The bamalion staft consisted of a colonel and a major in the la
Batalion, 2 lientenant-colonel in the 2nd, and a commandant in the 3rd,
cach battalion having a lieutenanisadjuiant, one ensign, one chaplain,
DI SUTEE0N, One armnourer and a drum Iﬂ'rlliifll'.

Light infantry bartalions were o have six companies of fusilien
wtalling 1,201 men. Each company was to have a first captain, a second
captain, two lieutenants, two sub-licutenants, six sergeants, four
drummers, 20 corporals and 170 privates. The hatalion stall consisted of
4 commandant, a major, a capiain-adjutant, a lieutenant-adjutant, one
ensign, one chaplain, one surgeon, one armourer and a drwm major.

On 19 October 1811 two cornetas or huglers replaced two drummers
in each cazgador company in infantey regiments and in all companies of
the light infantry battalions. At this time the French-swle bugle horns
were replaced by British bugles: ar first the Spanish tound these much
harder to use, but soon preferred them because they could be heard
a much greater distance.

The alficial establishments of the regiments and battalions were, like the
previows organizaton, much oo optimistic. The decree called Tor some
461,000 men in the infantry alone, quite apart from cavalry, artillery and other
corps, not to mention guertillas, Tt led o another reorganization in March
1812 which better reflected the realing Many units were shortlived and lel
litthe surviving data; they cannot all be listed in this work, but those described
below and in the illustrations and plates give a fair idea of the diversity of thelr
service and appearnge,

Princesa Fought at Gebora and Sagunnum in 1811 and au Salamanca in
1812, The uniform was white with violet facings at the beginning of the wag
From 1809 to 1811 it consisted of a blue coatce with white lapels, viole
collar and cuffs, linen pantaloons, and a brown greatcout lined with linen



Officer of the Real Guardias
Espafolas, 1810, Some 900 men
of the Spanish Guards Regiment
were at the second slege of
Zaragoza in 1AQE-1808. The Znd
and 4th battalions managed to
reach Cadiz in early 1810 and
theraafter took part in the cily's
defence; they were also at
Albuera In 1811. The uniform
consisted of a blue coates and
trousers, with blue collar, scarlet
cuffs and lurnbacks, white lace
and waistcoat, silver epaulettes,
and a black shako with silvar
lace and plate and red plume.
Watercolour by Antonia Pareira
Pacheco. |Biblioteca Publica
Municipal, Santa Cruz de
Tenarife, Camary lslands)

Hibernia This “[rish’ regiment was in Galicia in
| HOE, and scattered into the mountains with other
Spanish unmits whale Sir N]l':-hﬁ Moore's ArTY
evacoated Coruna in January 1804, General
Hr:||1;|_||a |'I:'1_|I|T'I::II,I'|II;'1_I E‘![Hl. I'l‘tli'ﬂﬂl'li."f'fl :Il-lf' ':..:'.‘I“.-i“i:!l'l.
army, and  pave the coloneley of Hibernia o
William Parker Carroll, his Irish-born Britsh
liaison olficer, With greal encrgy and success,
Parker Carroll reconsiructed first one aned even-
taatly two battalions.
Flibernia ook part in Romana's capuure
ol Villatranca and Vigo, the failed siege ol Lugo,
the repulse of Marshal Nev's Torces at San Pavo
bridge and, on 8 Ceober 1809, the uter
defeat of the French VI Corps at
Reinforced French troops defeated the Galician
army on 28 November ar Alba de
Hiberma bemng one of the lew regiments o
firmly maintam s squares agamst the French
cavalry, Hibernia retreated into Exuwemadura
with the Galician army, and was pact of the
Spanish contingent sent by Komana in Octobe
1810 too assist Wellington in the Torres Vedras

[mames.

Forimes,

Portugral.

When Marshal Soclt imvaded Exiremadura in
February 1811 Hibernia was one ol the units sent
to the rescae, only to be crushed and almost
destroved at Gebora (189 Febroary), Surviavors
ecscaped o Portugal, and Parker Carvoll resur-
rected 10 with Castillian recrois, From Febroary
1812 1w the end ol the war i remained i Clueclad

Rodrigo. The regiment, now completely Spanish,
wits dishanded in 15815,

The regiment’s sky blue unitorm had worn oul

by November 1808, the men beang “dressed abnost entively 1 the
costume of theéir native mountains' (PRO, WO 172558, This would have
been a brown short jacket, waistcoat, breeches, legeings and a cloak -
the last being indispensable. In July 1809 Parker Carroll asked
Lord Liverpool for ‘scarlet jacket, green facimgs, vellow buttons” and
regimental caps (shakos) with red plumes’, with pantaloons and
equipment. The request is interesting in that it shows the change in
uniform colours and the adoption of shakos by Spanish roops. There is
no evidence, that these uniforms were sent, however, although
canteen  straps, lnen shirts and shoes were shipped from Britain
specifically o the Hibernia Regiment in August IsHE (PRCY, WO 224
and /845]).
Cangas de Onis Single-battalion regiment of 5440 men raised in Asturias
froam 27 May 18: it was incorporated into the 1stAsturias Regiment on
O May 1812, The uniform in ¢, 1808- 18089 consisted of a white jacker with
blue collar, culfs and piping, pewter buttons, white breeches, and a white
forage cap with a blue band.

position during Marshal Massena's nvasion ol
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Llanes Single-batalion regiment of 84 men
raised in Asturias from 27 May 1508 and incor-
porated into the 2nd Asturias Regiment on 14
April 1811, The uniform was a brown coatee with
sky blue collar, culls and piping, pewter huttons,
white breeches, a bicorn with a s!ﬁ' blue plume,
and black sccoutrements.

Voluntarios de la Victoria Two-battalion light
infantry regiment raised in El Feral, Galicia, [rom
11 June 1808, its early recruits being officers and
men from the Navw It saw much action in the
Basgue provinces in the autumn, caimpaigned in
Castille in 1809, Portagal in 1810, Extremadura in
1811, Castilla in 1812, was at the battle of Vittona
in 1813, in southern France in 1814 and was sent
o America in 1815, For the unilorm see the
accompanying illustration.

Buenos Aires This unit had its origing in the
British attacks on the Rio de la Plam in Argenting
and Urnguay in January 1807, Initially success{ul,
the Britsh force caprured Montevideo taking
some 800 Spanish colonial regulars prisoner.
Thev were sent 10 prison hulks in England, but
following the Spanish uprising against the French
in May 1808 they were shipped 1o Corufia and
formed into a Buenos Aires Batalion during
June. According to Captain (later (General)
Rondeau, they were issued British arms and
uniforms consisting of ‘red  coatees, white
waisteoats and breeches’, which earned them the
nickname Coforados - ‘the reds’. Atached 1o
General Cuesta’s army which was defeated at
Medina de Rioseco on 14 July, the battalion
was  decimated, The unit was reorganized,
however, and reportedly lacked uniforms when in

I?’#“‘m l'ff--fﬂ 'tr.:‘?ﬂff“] .

Galicia in January 1812 (FRO, AQ 16,/69).

Tiradores de Dovle/Cazadores de Barbastros A lizht infantry battalion
of 300 men raised from 10 Avgust 1808 in Galicia by Colonel Charles
W.Dewle, a British officer sent to help the insurgents, 1t apparently
had 1.200 men in ten companies in May 181, Dovle led his unit in
many actions, and was wounded several times, carning much renown
for himsell and his men. Dovle was promoted general and recalled to
ather duties in 1811; his unit, renamed Cazadores de Barbastros
(after the unit raised m 1794) continued under Antonio Guerrerro
(however, the old name of 'Dovle’s’ was still used). The corps fought at
Albuera and Saguntum in IS11 and had grown to about 1400 men by
1812, The early uniforms seem to have been red with white waisteouts
and breeches, probably with round hats. In May 1810 the men had
each reccived ‘a hat, cloth jacket, 2 shirts, a pair of ousers, a pair of
country shoes' while at Gibralar (PRO, WO 1/1120). Later on,
1,400 suits for Doyle’s Regiment’ were ordered by Wellington in August
1812,

officer of the Reina/Galicia
Ragiment, 1B10. The Reina
Regimant, which had been called
Galicia until 1792, was posted at
Malaga in 1808 and was part of
General Castafos’ army at the
battle of Ballen, it later moved to

Gadiz and formed part of the

city's garrison. On 3 March 1810
it reverted to its old name of
Galicia. According to this
Pacheco watercolour, ite white
uniform had shy blue cuffs,
lapels, and collar {(rather than
violat), white piping, and a shake
with a wide top. (Bibliobeca
Publica Municipal, Senta Cruz de
Tenertfe, Canary Isknds)



Officer of the Defensores de la
Patria, 1810 (the unit's full nama
was Regimiento de linea
Defansores Veterano de |3
Patria). It arrived in Cadiz on 4
February 1810, and remained
there except for o shorl expe-
dition to Algeciras that June,
This man wears a green coates
with red collar and culfs, white
lapels, yellow piping, gold
rpaulettes, and & black shake
with sihver lice. Watercolour by
Antenio Pareira Pacheco.
|Bilioteca Publica Municipal,
Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Canary
lalands)

Santa Fé Two-hatalion regiment raised in the
province of Granada from | Seprember 1808,
It was part of the Tarragona garrison, and was
disbanded on 25 June 1811 on the city's surrender
to the French. See illustration on page 44 lor
nniform.

Voluniarios de la Pairia Three-batalion regiment
raised in Nueva Castilla from 14 Seprember 18085,
it Foughe at Albuera and Sagunmm in 1811, and
wis dishanded at the surrender of Valencia on
9 January 1812, Uniform as illustration on page 44,
Voluntarios Leales de Fernando VII Regiment of
three barralions rased in Talavera de la Reina on
5 September 1808, It served in Extremadura, and
one hattalion was Incorporated into other units in
1510, The other two fought at the siege of
Albergquerque and were dissolved on the sur-
render of the citv on 19 August 1811, Unilorm as
illustration on page 44.

La Muerte Single-battalion regiment ramed in
Galicia from 23 April [B09, and incorporated into
the Lobera Regiment on 1 July 1810, Uniform as
illustration on page 44

Cazadores de Campo de Carinena Light mfanuy
battalion of 700 men rased in Aragon from 1 May
1509, Tt foughe at Saguntm in 1811, and was
incorparated into the Napoles Regiment on
2 March 15815, They were issued brown cloth
for ponchos and white linen for shirs in
September 18059,

SO0 men raised from 2 June 181 in New Castille, i
fonght ar Sagunium in 1811, and was incorporated

into the Guadalajara Regiment on 2 March 15815,
From [809 1o 1811 the unitorm was a blue jacket
with scarler collar and linen pantaloons,
Cazadores de Soria This light infantry battalion of 600 men raised from
I July 1810 in New Castille was incorporated into the San Marcial
Regiment on 2 March 1815, They were issued brown cloth for ponchos
and white linen for shirts in Seprember 180,

Lemon Extremaduora or Legion Estramana This unil, proposed by John
Downie, a romantic and wealthy Brinsh hispanophile, was approved by
the Cortes in July 18N and organized in southern Spain [rom
Seprember with “a proportion of British officers to join and assist in the
Formation of the said Legion’ (PRO, WO 1711200, It was 1o have 2,400
light infaniry in four bawalions (six companies of 100 men each), 500
light cavaley in three squadrons, and 300 horse arallery. The British gov-
ernment supplied carbines and pistols, and swords Tor the mounied
troops were delivered in England 1o Downie, while the infanury arms
were issued from the stores in Portugal, Tr seems that the Light artllery
did not last verv long, The cavalry was, in addition, armed with lances
and thus became known as lancers,

Voluntarios de Molina Light infanty bawalion of
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LEFT fn officer of the
Regimiento Ligero de Valencia,
18410, This regiment was part of
the Cadlz garrison during 1210
and wore blue coatees with blue
lapels, red collars, cuffs,
turnbacks and piping edging the
lapels, gold epauleties,

and black helmets with a white
cresl, Watercalour by Antonio
Pareira Pacheco. (Biblioteca
Publica Mumnicipal, Santa Cruz de
Tenerife, Canary Islands)

RIGHT Officer of the Regimisnta
de Guadizx, 1810, This unit was
organized in Granada from

10 August 1808, and consisted
of ane 1,200-strong battalion. It
arrived in Cadlz on 27 May 1810,
on ks way to Huelva; and was
eventually incorporated into the
Ray Regiment in March 1813,
The uniform is a blue coatee
with red collar, cuffs and lapels,
gold epaulettes, white breeches,
and a black shako with silver
lnee and cords and a small silvar
plate. Watercolour by Antanio
Pareira Pacheco. (Bibliotecd
Publica Municipal, Santa Cruz de
Tenarife, Canary Islands)

unit  saw  much
and the Spanisl
were most grateful o the
colourful  Downie, even
making him a gift of the
Pizarros

" The

sl

Conguisiador

sword, which he carried

= into action — when he was
,'r-. C capiured by the French i
... 1812 he managed o throw

it 10 safen. On 1 December
1814 the legion’s mounied
troaps became a clistine

! regiment of cavalry, and on
| June 1815 were renamed
Lanceros de Extremadurs,
The light infantry batalions
mustered about 2,000 men
in 1811; by December 1814,
when it became an inde
pendent infanty unit, the
corps stood at 1,289 men,
who sailed o Lima, Perin
January 1815,

Dieonwnie wanted his units uniform to reflect Spain’s “Golden Age’ and
procecded to provide regimentals at his own expense: ‘with a view o
excite the Natonal feclings of the Spaniards, | have had made upon the
model of the ancient Spanish costume’ — which, incidentally, cos
Downie ‘considerably more” than ordinary uniforms. 1t was white and
scarlet with @ shart scarlet cape and a scarlet honner, but the actual
appearance remains conjectural. This costume caused astonmishment
when Downie's squadrons arrived in Cadiz in 1811, and more conven:
tional uniforms were thereafier procured. According to Clonard, from
late 1811 to about 1814 the lancers wore a black shako with a vellow top
band, a red pompon, a brass plate and chin scales: a blue coatee, with
stravw-coloured pointed cufls, collar and wirmbacks, green lapels, scarlet
piping, brass shoulder scales and buttons; blue pantaloons with yellow
stripe and brass buttons; blue housings edged with yellow face and red
outer piping. A red lance pennon was carried. The lancers were sent G0
pairs of Hessian hoots” in December 1810 (PRO, WO 1 /846).

Fhe legion's modern infantry equipment consisted  of Biritish
crosshelt accoutrements, knapsacks and shoes, The light cavalry had
British saddles, holsters, carbine buckets, lance buckets, and shabriagues
with pouches, helts, boots and spurs for the troopers. The horse artillery
had the same appoinuments as the cavalry with “the addition of harmess,
foc.. for the horses™ (PRO, WO 1711200,

Cazadores de Mallorea A light infantry regiment of G00 men raised on
the island of Mallorea from 8 Qcrober 1811, commanded by Golonel
rrick Camphell. Tis unitorm was “the same as the 95th Regiment’,
according o Woolcombe, and consisted of a green jacket with a black
collar and pointed culls piped white, three rows ol pewter buttons on the
chest, green pantaloons, black short maiters, @ stovepipe shako with a tin
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buglehorn badge and a green plume. and Back infanty accontrements,
The regiment was armed with muskets, not rifles. Officers would have
pad the green dedman with black collar, cufls and cords and three
wowe of siher buttons on the chest, as worn by olficers of the Britsh
dath Rifles,

Cazadores de Cataluia This bavalion of Catlonian chasseurs. also
called Caradores e Manso after their founder and commander José
Manso, was raised from 30 June 1811 and had some 1200 men in six
companies, sclected from the filtest so as to be very elfficient and mobile,
It hecame renowned for its hitand-run tactics against French columns,
who rarely caught up with Manso's men. At first the uniform was a brown
greateoat trimmed with green.

Artillery

i 1R0% the Roval Corps of Artdllery in Europe consisted of four reg-
iments in Spain, apart from the baneries detached in Denmark, 15
partison companies in various cites, brigades in Mallorea, Cenra and the
Canary Islands, the academy at Segovia and the corps general statf,
Another large part of the corps was in America and the Philippines. The
French invasion and occopation of the Therian peninsula brought con-
siderable disormanizaton o the corps which, although repeatedly
wransformed, continued to exist as a fighting force in spite of enonmous
dilficulties over supplies, arms and oraining. While some companies of
the corps and s general stall ceased o eXist MAnY new unils came into
heing, such as the Brigade Maniobrera consisting of three horse bat-
reries taised in Sevilla from October 1808, Indeed, many ol the corps
disorganized companics reorganized themselves into mounted batteries
serving with the regional forces. Others were part of volunteer units.
ich as the units raised in Cadiz, but were not part of the corps as such.

By 1810 most of the country was occupied by the French b, in late
December, o fifth regiment was nevertheless organized on the island of
Mallorea, In March 1811 the horse artillery was organiced into four
suadrons, while the five regiments were now solely composed of fool
artillery. In April 1811 the corps was renamed Couerfio Naciona! de Artilleria
by the Cortes in Cadiz, but the "Royal’ stvle continued to be used.

The uniform of the foot batteries consisted of a blue coat with blue
lapels and cuff Naps, scarlet collar with vellow grenade, scarlet enffs and
mrnbacks and scarler piping edging the lapels and cull faps; brass
butrons; a blue waistcoat piped scarlet: blue breeches and kneelength
black gaiters, later replaced by blue pantaloons and short ganers. From
1808 to December 1811 the official headgear was the bicorm with yvellow
lace and a red plume, but illustrations, notbly by Goddard and Booth,
alse show round hats with the brim wrned up at the front or the side.
Another English print by J.Booth shows the hicorn edged vellow, but the
coatee lapels are recd; this mav have been a colourists ervor, bur there
might be a basis to some detachments of Spanish artitlery having red
lapels. When on Mallorea in 1812 Licutenant Woolcombe noted the
uniform of the artillery as ‘blue jackets and red facings (lapels), culf and
cipe (collar)’. This would have been the Ath Regiment of the corps
lormed from December 13100

The 1208 artllery regulations permitied the wear in wann climates of
waistcoats, breeches or pantaloons of white linen. and a coat of the

Qfficer of the Royal Gorps of
Artillery, c.1809-1811, wearing a
round hat with a red plume and
the brim upturned at the side; a
blue coat with blue lapels and
collar, red piping, cuffs and
turnbaicks, gald buttons and
epauleties, a red walstcoat Inced
with gold, white breeches and
black boots. {Print after Goddard
and Booth)
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same material with the cudfs and other distinctions as on the (bluc
woollen) uniform’ of the corps. This was merely putting into regulations
a practice which went hack several decades.

In principle the horse batteries wore the same uniform as the foot
companies, except thar they had short-tailed coatees instead of coats.
However, there were variations. The Maniobrera Brigade, Tor instance,
had silver lace edging the lapels, white metal butons and black leather
caps with a black crest with brass fittings and a red plume, Others appear
tea have had fur bushies.

Officers had the same uniform, bul of finer material with a gold
collar gremade, epaulettes, Iace and button, Their bicorn hats were laced
with gold, and their shakos had gold lace and cords,

Volunteer artillery units did not belong to the Royal Corps and had
their own unilorms,

Engineers and Sappers

In spite of considerable disruptions during the war of independence, the
Roval Corps of Engineers and the Sappers and Miners were always found
with the Spanish armies. Trained engineer officers were much in
demand and schaols were set up in Cadiz and Mallorea, Several other
sapper units were spontaneously raised from 1808, some of which were
grouped with the regular batalion in 1811 to form a new six-baralion
fﬁ?-g.:'ma:{*nfrj de Ingeriieros, whose oflicers were no longer l'quIJ'-r‘E!d ta be
from the Corps. The men were mostly sappers (sometimes called
ploneers by the British), and while their oflicers might not be profes-
sional engineers, the regiment served under the general supervision of
cngineer officers,

Officers of the Roval Corps of Engineers wore the same uniform as
previously (see MAA 321) in 1808, However, it was simplified from
1 March 1809 Iy replacing the white piping and violet facing with scarlex
collars and piping. blue lapels, and the elimination of silver lace.
In effect, the uniform was similar o that of artillery officers except for

RIGHT A guerrilla seen near
Cludad Rodrige by Bradford in
1809, He wears a wide-brimmed
hat, & short jacket, breeches and
an ample cloak, these homeaspun
items usually belng brown; and is
shod with the charmeteristic
alpargatas or tied-on sandals.
He is armed with a musket and
an antigue-looking swond, and
typically wears a ‘bally box' for
cartridges. [Anne S.HK.Brown
Military Coliection, Brown
University; photo R.Chartrand)

LEFT Guerrillas ambush a party
of Fremeh light horse in a farm,
&.1808-1812. (Print after
L.Sargent)

RIGHT Francizco Espoz vy Mina
[1781-1238), 'Mina the Elder -
the most successful and
impaortant guerriita leader of the
wear. This gifted tactieian In hit-
and-run warfare was also a good
organizer and administraton; the
bast of his men eventually
fermed wnits of the regular army.



silver buttons, bat lace and toered nsienia at the collar, The Banalion
of Sappers and Miners [eallomwed] the same :‘h}]:‘lgr:.:-; a5 the E!ﬁl'n""tl'ltfl!‘:t'?; i
[ROY, taking the scarler collar and l':uijﬂﬂg and hlue ]Flpr.’.]:-i, Al
climinating the white buttonhole lace. The Engineer Regiment Formed
i LR was b0 wear the saome uniform as belore, o instead of o mrret
badge on the collar a crossed pick and fascine badge was sworn in silver
or while,

GUERRILLAS

From the start of the French invasion small bands ol patriots harassecd
solated French parties 1]:‘ii|1g Frit=sncd-ron actics, The Conce 1':mg'hr O
ke wilcllzre aned I;LI_Iir_Z]-C.I:.' Breeanme kinown as 'H'HJ"?'H.I!IFHI— Tirtle war’ —=a term
that has since become part of the universal language (although the form

swerrilleros was somctimes used for those who waged i),

these groups and issucd inspructions as Lo composition, pay, etc, The
basic organization was (o be 50 men Smore or less” oo each feofide,
headed by a commandant, a second-in-command and three subalierns
for {oot woops and two for mounted units. Discipline was w be
according 1o the roval regulations in loree in the army, They had o lind
their own wrms and clothing; were o harass encmy communications and
messengers, and ambush small garrisons and dsolated woops, Local
juntas in Extremadura, Galicia and Astarias issucd ocders o the same
eftect, and this spread o the oceupicd provinces.

According o Licutenani-Colonel Williams, *.in the whole ol the

= 1 northern and midland provinees, those patriot bands were denom-

inated suerrilias: in the mountain distreicts ineluded under the
= name of Serra de Ronda, in Andalucia, the rregular
Tranels were wermed serraes, The distinetiion was, thai

the gucrrillas acted in concert, the sevanas on his
4 {sic) own responsibility, The dress of the guerrilla
was 4 short jackel of russel brown, and leather
leppings of the same dark colour; that of the
SEFFATOS Wils Ve

veleen, ol an olive green
colour, profusely ornamented with silver
buttons, and his legs encased in leather
Bowns, A bele of shaet leather sicroinded
the waist of cach, stock Tull of weapons aff
the French officers they had slain, When in
stall parties those predatory bands were
called pertiedas,’
Many ol their arms were captured from
the French, some were home-made, and
others came from Britain, Following the dis-
tribution of weapons to the bands of Mina, El
Pastor and Longa, James Johnson, a Britsh
ollicer sent o meet them, reported in September
1811 that “what these chiefs mostlv complain of is
the great want of clothing & shoes, their troops being
in general, very ragped & barclooted,” Weapons were nol

On 25 Decemnber 1808 the Central Juma recognized the value of
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A rough impression of the dress
purportedly wom for a time by
some of the lancers of Don
Julian Sanchez's band - eaptured
{at least partial] uniforms of the
Palizh Lancers of the French
Imiperial Guard; in blus faced
with crimson. Sanchez was one
af the most leared guerriia
leaders; raised in Salamanca
during 1808, his band waged a
relentless struggle agalnat the
Franch, ne quarter being asked
or given. Besides practising
guerrilla warfare, the unit partic-
ipated in the defonce of Ciudad
Redrigo in 1810, and fought at
the battles of Salamanca (Los
Arapiles), Vittoria and San Marial
{Print after E.Estevan}

likely to he wanted n quantity ‘for some time to come’, but i wi
essential ‘that they should be supplied, as carly as possibie with amnng
minon' (PRO, WO 1/261).

The French considered the guerrillas as bandits and rebels vathe
than soldiers, and capture often meant a French firing squad, Eves
family members of suspecred guerrillas were imprisoncd, deporied o
shot w the French in their efforts to intimidate patriows. This ok
increased Spanish determinaton and hatred. however, and some goer
rillas consequenily gave no quarter. Costello of the 95th Rifles recalled
seeing °... a swarthy, savage-looking Spaniard... armed o the weeth willl
pistols, daggers and a long gun . together with his crimsan sash and e
bearing’, taking out of a purse ‘a mumber of haman cars and hingens.
cut ofl from the boadies of the French whom he himself had slain
hattle, each ear and finger having on 4 golden ring. Napoleon, b
observed. .. loves his soldiers, and so do the ravens:

It is next o impossible to estimate the nunber of gouerrillas ander
arms, It seems thatl some DS groups were active in 1808, and 156 m 1510
decreasing 1o 55 by 1813, An estimarted 25,000 guerrillas were active i
northern Spain alone in [BLOIB1L, tving down up o 50,000 French
troops by their activities. Some bhands became veritable armies, with their
own supply and pay systems. The principal ones are outlined below, They
were always known by the names of their leaders. often unsavoury char
acters, but talented warriors and natural leaders of men. These men hid
considerable popular followings: many used noms-depuerre, e.g. El Pastar
(“the Shepherd’), El Medico {‘the Docior’), El Abuclo {‘the
Corandfather’), El Manco (One-Arm™). Chaleco {("Waistcoat’). and even
Calzones {"Breeches’).

The value of guerrillas o Wellington’s army was  tremenious,
The French officer | [.Pellet possibly summed it up best by noting tha
‘the bands of Spanish insurgents and the English armw supported each
other, Without the English the Spanish would have been guickly dis
persed or crushed. In the
absence of the guerrillas,
the French armies would
have acquired a umity and
strength  that they were
never able to achieve i this
country, and the Angle-
Portuguese army, unwarmnid
of our operations and
projects, would have hecn
unable o withstand  con
centrated operations.” To
the Spanish, who saw their
regular forces rep-catedly
defeated. the guerrillas
sticcesses kept hope alive
during their relentless fight
for independence.

Juan Diaz Porlier, El
Marquesito  (‘the  Littde
Marguis’y - so called



i: Miilitiaman, £aragoza, 18068-09
2 Fusilier, Extremadura Infantry Regt., 1808-05
3 Fusilier, Batallon Ligero de Zaragoza, 1808-05




1: Fusilier, 4th Marine Regt., ¢ 1810-11
&1 Fusilier, Almaria Regt., 1808-11
2. Fusilier, Castrapal Regt., 1803




1z Fusilier. Minas 15t B of Alava, 1810
2 Guerrilla chief, c. 1812
3 Trocper, Mina's Navarra Hussars, 1811-12




1: Trooper, Coraceros Espancles, 1810-11
2 & 3 Infantry fuslliers, northem Spain, 1810




1: Drum Major. Yoluntarios de Madrid, 1811
2 Treoper, Darocardragon Hussars, c1811-13
3 Fusilion, 3rd Catalonian Legion, 1810
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{2 Golonel, Guerpo del Estado Mayor, 1810-1%
2 Corporal, Alarmas Gallegas, ¢ 1810-12
3: Gunnar, Collure Artillery Cos,, Alarmas Gallegas, e 1810-12
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1: Infaniry fusilier, eastern Spain, 1811 ] I
2 & & Infantry fusiliers, Andalucia, 1811 }
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1: Fusilier, Toledo Aegt., c 81 1-43
o Finld officer, Hurmancia Dragoon gt
= Gunner, Marine Artillery, 1B810-15

c.1810-13




because he was the nephew of the [amous Marques de la Romana - was
a lormer oflicer of the regular army who took to the hills. Tis band of at
least 100D men operated in La Mancha and the Asturias. In July 1509
Porlier planned to dress his cavalber in grev jackets and trousers with red
cords and piping, and his infantry in 1':1 own -coais with scarlet facings. In
|514 his band embarked on British ships, and caprored several ports
including Santona and Gijon. Beoween September 1810 and September
|51 1 Porlier’s troops received N jackets, pantaloons, caps & cockades’
with “BO0 muskers & bayonets” and 200 sabres from the Bridgsh (PRO,
WO 1..261).

Juan Martin Diez, El Empecinado (“the Obstnate’}, had been a regnlar
woldier anc was a farm lahourer when he decided 10 fight the French. fol-
lowing Fernando VI's detention by Napoleon m 1808, He intercepred
French couriers in Guadalajara province, and within a few months was
chief of some 1500 suerrilias, evenmally heading o respectable anny
estimated ar 10,000 men by the French. His foot troops included the
Siguenza Light Infantry Regiment, the Guadalajara Volunteers and the
Molina de Aragon Volinteers. His caw alry, “excellent and perfectly
mounted’ according to Hugo, consisted of the corps led by El Manco,
Sarding, Moncideo and Don Damasco. his brother He setred several
French treasury convoys by daring ambushes in Old Castille, and three
French battalions were captured when his guerrillas took Calatavud. In
earlv [811 the British managed to send ‘for the use of the Spanish
Patriots of Guadalajara, viz., "E'.lHJH muskets, pouches & sets of accou-
trements; medicines and surgical instruments &c for 5000 men, 2,001
blankets' (PRO, T 28/8). In December 1811 El Empecinado organized
wo regiments of mounted Cazadores of Madnd and of Guadalajara,
From 1812 his troops became part of the regular army, and Diez was
made a brigadiergeneral.

This French print shows a
motley array of military and
regional costume worn by guer-
rillas. The arms wero also guite
varled, with belt pistals, varous
swards and a blunderbuss shown
here. The figure in the centre
may be a lancer of Don Juan
Sanchez’s band in ¢.1808 drass.

The guerrilla leader Don Juan de
Palarea, 'El Medico®, in the
uniform of the [beria Hussar
Hegiment ¢.1812. Raised in
Vizcaya from 1 September 1811,
the Iberia Hussar Ragiment had
480 men in four sguadrons. Thair
uniform was an all-crimson
dalman, a blue pelisse edged
with black fur, blue breeches,
pewter buttons, white cords, a
blue hussar sash with white
barrels, and 8 black bearskin cap
with a red feather and white
cords; the saddle howsings weng
blue edged with white lace.
{Contemporary prind)

33



34 |

James Johnson distributed

Navier Mina, El Estudiante (‘the Stident’), was only 18 when his father
was arrested and the family estate in Navarra plundered during 1808, He
|,J-.:.L-|.m_-¢| a musket and a cartridge box, and with a few dozen men
formed a guerrilla band in the moungains, “distinguished by a red riband
in their hats, and a red collar to their jackets” (Williams). | lis party soon
prew o 1,200 men; but on 31 March 1809 Xavier Mina was captured by
the French, and his band dissolved.

Francisco Espoz v Mina was Xavier Mina’s uncle and had served in
Diewle’s Tiradores before joining his nephew’s band. Following Xavier's
capture Espoz ¥ Mina rallicd some of his men, and went on to become
one of the most oustanding ol the guerrilla leaders. Colonel Don
Lorenzo Xeminez reported that:

The French call Mina the King of Navarre... He never takes either a
regular soldier, or a regular bred officer, into his corps.. Whenever a vol-
unteer of infanory joins Mina, he is not allowed 1o bring ansthing but a
pair of sandals, halfstockings, breeches, and jacket... His arms are all
rusty on the ouiside, but he is particularly careful to have them well
cleaned within, and good locks and Mints: his bavonets are encrosted with
the blood of Frenchmen... he ardered all his men to put three musket-
halls in each of their picces.., His cavalry, at this time, consisied of 150
intrepid and valiant men, dressed like hussars, with jacket and blue pan-
taloomns; caps (shakos) ke the rest of the army with this difference. that
they have about a yard of red cloth banging down their backs, i a point
from the cap, and a gold tassel at the end. All of them wear sandals and
spurs; and Mina himself never wears haoots, or hallf~boors, ot sandals, in
orcder the more easily to escape. by elimbing up the side of mountains, if
he gots knocked off his horse," (Arnwal Register, 1811).

By 1810 Mina had raised three infantry battalions of 1,000 men each,
the battalions of Alava (see Plate C for uniforms). Some of the cloth,
poseler and weapons were bought in France and smuggled in by bribing
French Customs officials, and other supplies were British. In July 1811
some 10 ‘El Pastor, commanding the
Volunteers of Guipozcoa (Guipuzcoa), to the number of o0, subject 1o
the command of Mina... I gave them 100 muskets, 50 sabres, OO0 Tl
cartridges, 5,000 pistol cartridges, 30 pistols, 1,000 flints, our pouches
not heing caleulated for the sort of warfare carried on by the Guerrillas,
he refused 1o mke any’ (PRO, WO 17261} By his own account, Mina
eventually raised, disciplined and mainined nine infantry and two
cavalry regiments amounting to 13500 men. From 1815 Ming
exchanged the role of guerrilla leader for that of a leading geneval in the
regular forces, and his troops became a regular division of the army.
From 1309 1o 1814 he lost some 5,000 men, but reckoned that he had
cost the enemy about 26,000 killed and wounded and 14,000 prisoners.
Don Julian Sanchez, born in Salamanca, became o guerrilla leader in
Ol Castille, He “frst began his career as a pig-hoy, but owing to some
crueltics exercised on a branch of his family by the French, he ook an
inveterate hatred to them” and sought revenge. He waged a ‘war to the
death’ with about 500 lancers on the plains of Leon, and was in regular
communication with Wellington, 1o whom he sent caprored despatches
ancl valuable intelligence. His renown increased as did “his sanguinary
feats, and gradually collected a small band, then a body, and evenmally
commanded upwards of twenty thousand guerrillas, well armed. and

The guerrilla leader Don Juan
Martin Diez, ‘El Empecinada’,

. 1812. He apparanily wears the
uniform of the mounted
Cazradores de Madrid, which he
ralsed In late 1811: a groen
coatee with a scarlet eollar, cuffs
and piping, silver buttons and
lace. (Museo de Ejlercito, Madrid)

FFLLT PSS I S f Sl




f.-l.lff Cadye T

R L .-Irf i ..“!.'I|' i

AEOVE Officer of the Voluntarios
de Cadiz, 1810, This figure
Appears to show a varialion on
the campaign drass of the
Veluntarios Distinguldos de
Cadizg; he wears a brown coaten
and trousers, with scarlet collar
and cuffs, buff lapels and piping,
gold epaulettes, scariet trouser
stripes with brass buttons, and a
black shako with sliver cords.
Watarcolour by Antonio Parnira
Pacheco, (Biblioteca Publica
Municipal, Santa Cruz de
Tenerile, Canary Izlands)

LEFT Officer of the Voluntarios
de 12 1sla de Leon seen ot Cadiz,
1810, This was a local militia
unit of three companies which
gereed within the old walled cily
on the 1sle of Leon, This man
wears a blue coates and
Irausers, shy biue collar lapals
and cuffs, white lace on the
trousers, gold epauleties and
buttens, and a black round hat
with whibe band. Watercolour by
Antonic Pareira Pacheco.
{Biblieteca Publica Municipal,
Sonta Cruz de Tenerife, Canary
Islands)

equipped with British arms and accotrements, and who rendered more
assistance (o the cause of the British than all the Spanish mroops besides”,
according to Edward Cosiello.

sanchez’s band was certainly much smaller than Costello’s quoted
figare, but probably numbered several thousands, During one especially
daring ambush he capuured the French governor of Cindad Radrigo. In
November 1812 Rilleman Costello ‘saw Don Julian Sanchez, the noted
Guerrilla leader, linked in arm with the Duke (ol Wellington)®. Don

Julian was described as having a ‘square wellser figure, dark scowl and

Hashing eves ol the Guerrilla.” Another Bridsh officer, Caprain Willizaum
Bragre, saw him near Salamanca in June 1812 and wrote that “The Don
himself wears a Pelisse like the 16th (Bridsh Light) Dragoons with an
immense Hussar Cap oand the Eagle of Napoleon reversed. In this dress,
accompanied by two aides de camp equally genteel in Appearance,
Twelve Lancers, a Trumperer in scarlet on a grey Horse.." By then, his
mibantiry were “in English Clothing and the Cavalry, both Horse and Man,
completely armed and equipped in the Spoils of the Enemy, so that it is
next o impossible w distinguish Friend from Foe'

When lirst organized from 1808 Sanchez's lancers had wide-brimmed

Black hats, grey jackets with red collars and cuffs, brass bunons, vellow
lace at the chest buttonholes and edging the collar and culfs, a red sash,
grev or bufl breeches, and blue housings edged vellow; they were armed
with a lance, sabre and pistols. Later on they wore captured blue and
crimson uniforms of Napoleon™s Imperial Guard Polish Lancers, In 1211
some were seen by Kineaid wearing “cocked hats with broad white lace
round the edges, vellow coats with many more than butonholes, red
facings, breeches of various colours, and no stockings but a sart of shoe
on the oot with a spur attached. Their arms were as various as their
colours; some with lances, some with carbines...”.
Geronimo Merino, El Cura, was indeed a “parish priest’. Revolted by the
wanton brutality of the French, he raised a band which became the most
famons in Od Castille. Tn July 1810 his men caused over 200 casualties
to the 43rd and 44ih Naval Batalions in an ambush near Soria; and in
Ciciober they capiured a vast convoy, depriving the French troops in
Burgos of supplics Tor weeks,

REGIONAL VOLUNTEERS
AND ARMED PEASANTRY

A mulitude of city volunteer and armed peasantry units were raised
cduring the Peninsular War, Some ave listed below, bue there were many
more in all paris of Spain.
Aragon The Zarvagoa units are illustrated in Plate AL Many other short-
lived Zaragoza units were raised during the second siege, such as the
Husares e Palalox formed in December 1808 and disbanded on
21 February 1505, the day of the city's surrender.

Elsewhere, the Volunieers of Teruel had owve fecias; the 1st Tercio

wore a blue jacker with scarlet collar, cuffs and frone piping, bufl

breeches, and a black round hat with a brass plate bearing the city crest;
the 2nd Tercio had violet instead of scarlet facings, They ok the old
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Spanish mame of fercio, in reference 1o the famous infanoy of the LGth
century; cach tercio was gencrally similar in size 10 a batalion,
Andalucia The important port city of Cadiz was besieged by the
French from 1810 o 1812, The Urban Militia of 20 companies of 10
men each was mobilized to support the regular rroops, and wore blue
faced with red. They were joined by many volunteers - see accom-
panving illustrations.

The batalion of Voluntarios de la Real Maestiransa de Ronda was
raised at Malaga in June 1808, and wore a blue coatee with blue collar,
searlet culls and lapels, vellow buttonhole Iace at cufls and lapels, brass
hurtons, a white waistcoat and pantaloons, and a black round har with
red plume. In July 1808 the Voluntarios de Honor de la Real Junta de
Malaga had a blue coat with red facings, Luff breeches, hall-boots, and a
black round hat rimmed with gold,

[n Sevilla, on 28 May 1808, five batalions ol volunteers were raised
and a sixth on | June. Only the uniform of the Gith Basalion s known: a
hrown coatee and breeches, green collar, cuffs and epanlettes, brass
buttons, and @ round hat with o short red plume. The Guardia Patria de
Caballeria was a squadron of three companies of 183 volunteer
cavalrymen organized in Sevilla from 28 May 1808, Their duties were 1o
escort the Central Junra and its leaders, and 0 serve as messengers
careving the Junta's decrees. It was probably dissolved at the same time
as the Junta in 1810, The uniform was the same as the royal guard, the
Ceuenreliar dde Corfis, the bandoleer being searler with silver lace.

The Carmona Lancers, raised from 1 June 1808, became the 2nd
Squadron of the Regiment of Volunteer Cavalry of Sevilla on 18 August.
Incorporated into the Montesa Cavalry Regiment in 1311, the Carmona
Lancers wore a brown jacket and gaiter trousers, green collar piped in
white, arrowheadstvle pointed cuffs and elbow patches, white but
tonhole kice on the chest, pewter buttons, a white mulg-pomted star on
the collar; and a round har with white headband and cockade loop.
Catalonia Tercios of volunteers stvled Migieeletes were raised in Gatalonia
froam 15 May 1808, At least 28 tercios were raised, most having about 800
men and being named after a locality. In many instances there were
several tercios from a single town and s area, numbered e, 1st and
2rel Tarragona, lst 2nd and Srd Vich, ar lsi to 4th Lerida. All the
tercios were incorporated into the st and Znd Catalonian Legions
o 7 November 1809, or else were lost at the [all of Gerona on
L Drecember 131U

The dress of the anits was recommended 1o be of the same colour,
anel styled inoa fashion pleasing to the youths making up the units, Some
units” uniforms are known. The 15t Tereio of Gerona had a brown jacket
with cull flaps and brown pantaloons, searlet collar, cuffs and piping on
the pantaloons, seven black hussar-stvle cords on the breast of the jackert,
alpargatas sandals, and a round hat with a red plume. The Znd Tercio
hied hlue facings instead ol scarlet, and the Srd had green. The tercios of
Vieh had blue jackeis and pantaloons, scarlet cuffs and piping, and a
roure hae with red and white plume.

A corps of Yoluntarios de la Defensa de Barcelona was organized
from 10 Octaber 1808, It wore a searlel coatee with yellow collar, calfs
and lapels, white lace edging the callar, cufls and lapels, white Lyt
onhole lace on the lapels, pewter buttans, tight white pantloons piped

Officer of the Voluntarios
Distinguidos de Cadiz, 1810,
First raised wilh four companies
from 2 June 1808, this unit
expanded to four battalions of
five companies each, mobilising
nearly 2,000 maen on' 3 Fehruary
1808, It became a regimént on
3 February 1811, and served
until the end of the war. The
dress unifarm was 8 scarlet
coates with green collar, cuffs
and lapels; a narmw searlet
painted collar patch, white
piping, silver buttens, a white
waistcoat and trousers, and a
bigaern with a red pompon.
Watarcolour by Antonlo Pareira
Pacheco. (Biblioteca Publica
Municlpal, Santa Cruz de
Tenerife, Canary Islands)

RIGHT Officer of the Voluntarios
Distinguldes de Cadiz, 1810, in a
different sardice uniform =
brown, with buff lapelz and collar
and scarlet cuffs, the latter
changing to bufl in 1811. The
jokers in Cadiz soon nicknamed
thelr volunteers the Guacanaypos
after the colourful local macaws
Watercolour by Antanlo Pareira
Pacheco. (Bibliocteca Pulilica
Municipal, Santa Cruz de
Tenerife, Canary Iskands)
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H.M' imfn%‘d

Officer of the Voluntarios
Distinguldos de Cadiz, 18140,
wearing the service dress: a
brown coates and trousars,
searlet eollar and culfs, silver
cords, epauleties, hce and
huttons, a black shako with
silver lace and plate with red-
over-white plume. Watercolour by
Antonic Pareira Pacheco.
EBiblioteca Publica Municipal,
Santa Cruz de Tenerifa, Canary
Islands]

scarlet: black shore gaiters, and a round hao with a white band, a brass
plate and a yellow plume tpped red.

From 7 November 18089 the troops serving permanently, especially the
miqueletes, were reorganized in Lerida into an army of four Caralonian
Legions. Each was led by a general officer and had o sections of
infantry, 4 company of sappers, a1 campany of infantey serving the actillery
and two squadrons of light cavalee, A uniform s illustrated on Plate E,

On 29 i"rlal::.' 1804 General O'Donnell ordered the formation of
Corregimients municipal units in Catalonia, generally consisting ol two
companies of light infantry tiradores per town. They were raised from
volunteers who served for six months (sometime longer), and occa-
stonally from regular line infantry unirs. On 13 November 1811 General
Lacy ordered the reorganization of the corregimientos with the Reserve
Army of Catalonia, each of the 14 units having five 1bmen companies.
Uniforms were not obligatory, but many wore a brown jacket without
tails and with scarlet lapels, collar and cufls, a scarler waistcoat, brown
breeches, brown leather gaiters, alparfagas sandals and a round hat, In
November 1811 a new nniform was ordered, with each of the 14 wawn
units assigned s own facing colour, This complicated system was
apparently not adopted in practice, and the uniform worn was a brown

jacket with scarlet collar and cufts, with the wown initials as a colla

badge, and ather items as belore.

The Voluntarios Almogavares Batalion was raised in Ampurdan in

the Gerona area during June 1810, the men in each company being
armed with muskers excepr for six with a halberd and a blunderbuss, and
two with an axe and a blunderbuss. Six men per company were
mounted. The bartalion was incorporated into the line infanoey a vear
later. Uniforms were a blue jacket and breeches, scarlet piping, and a
plain shakoo CMTicers had a single-breasted coal with long wils, gold
epauleties and buttons.
Galicia The Milicin Flowrada de T Coriefia ["l.:ll'l'll]:'ll'li[‘?i I:ll";l__"'.'ll'l.i.l"l:_"il. i 1 H0
wore scarlet coatees with green collars, cuffs and lapels piped white,
brass buttons, the cin's Tower of Hercules hadge at the collar, and a
round hat with a red plome. A Bamllon Literarvio was formed from
22 June LBOS ar Santiage de Compostela, the famous shrine of pil-
_g‘t'itllat;_"'(', from I]E':Jr['ﬁ‘i:Jr'*i and studenis of the I.lrli'l.'d_‘l‘:';;il_:l.': it hod six
{'{':I'I]!E]:’IHIH"H of 130y sadets eseslnsticos, and was considered 2 ]lj_{hl il!f.il.['ll_l_'}-'
unit. The uniform was a brown jacket and pantaloons, brown pointed
culfs piped vellow, vellow collar and aiguillewe, brass butons, and a
round hat with a yellow band bearing the mouo "Viva Fernando VI,

By the middle of I80Y the French had invaded much of Galicia and
dispersed the regulars and volunteers. To counter the invaders, the
Alarme Gallegme {Galician Alarm) was established in almaost every village
and hamlet of the seven provinees of Galicia: At s peak in 1811 this
force had up o 206,000 milidamen led by 6,000 ollicers (FRO, WO
| /261). Some would embady temporarily o watch French movements
and mke occasional shots at them, Artllery was sometimes used, and the
Alarma had up w138 light mountin pieces served by artillery
detachments, some in uniform (see Plate F). The Alarma gradually
dissolved from 1812 as the French retreated rom nortb-western Spain.
MNavarra At the beginning of the war in 1808 the Volunteers of Pamplona
wore brown coatees and breeches, with a scavlet collar, cuffs, cuff flaps
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and lapels piped white, pewter buttons, and a round hat, With the French
occupation Mavarra became the domain of the powerful guernilla bands
under Espoz v Mina, so that many volunteers were part of his units.
Valencia Militia and Volunteers The Milicias Honrada del Heing de Valeicia
consisted ol lour battalions of militia formed in the ciny of Valencia by
order of General José Caro at the end of 1808; a filth Batallon de Ia
Universitad was raised in 1810 a1 the university. Each batalion included
a company ol artillery. The nniform was a brown coatee with a red collar,
cufls and lapels piped white, red tornbacks, brass buttons, a white
waistcoat, and black breeches. The 5th Battalion had a brass collar badyge
bearing the crest of the university.

From May 1808 and in 1808, several light infantry vohinteer units
were raised i Valencia such as the 1st, #nd and 3rd Cazadores de
Valencia, the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Cazadores de Orihuela, the Casadores de
sSegorbe, and the Volunrarios de Alicante. From the latter part of 1510 to
1812 French forces occupied the area in strength and most units were
wiped oul. The 151 Cazadores de Valencia survived unol March [B15,
when it was incorporated inte the Reina Regiment.

There appears 1o be linle nformation on the specilic dress of units.
The light infantry wore a mixore of uniform and taditional rural folk
dress consisting of a shako with a brass plate, red cords and bands, a blue

jacket with a scarlet collar and pointed culls, blue wings criss-crossed with

red tape, a ved sash, whine linen Kills (zaragiefie ) instead ol pamaloons,
In M hlt)l_‘kil:lj-_;ﬁ anel r’.[||l.||'.n'|'|'1'|r.".|"'£f|'.'.k sandals (see illusiration on page 413},

Offshore Islands and Presidios
Canary Islands The islands had their own regular batialion as well as
units ol provincial and local militias. The 8{kman regular Canarias
Battalion went to Cadiz in 1809, and became a regiment with a single
battalion of six l:_'HirI|_:i;;I.rIi¢_'.~i 11 E‘Ju|:-.- [8146. Ti E't:lughl ar Talavers in RO,
Albuiera in [811, Castalla in 1312, and grew 1o eight companies with the
addition ol a company of grenadiers and a cazador company on 8 May
512, See the illusirations on pages 40 and 41 for umiform.

In 1308 the Provincial Militia organized an élite grenadier battalion,
[es first uniform was a blue jacker and breeches, scarlel collar and culls,
black gaiters, and a round hat with a red plume. Pacheco shows the
crenadiers in 1R wearing white and brown {see the illustrations on
page 42y, In |8049 the islanders sent the regular batalion aned the
orenadicrs as reinforcements 1o Cadiz during March and April.
Following the departore of these voops o Distinguished  Militia
Vielunteer Battzdion was mised o PR this wore a blue coatee and calls,
with white lapels piped scarled, scavler collar and piping edging the calls,
a round hat with a red plume at the lefil, and black accontrements.
Mallorea This island was relatively uniouched by the war until early 1511
when the Britsh organized a large Spanish division under General
Whittingham, [t became a base o aid patriots on the mainland, the
trosaps trained there eventually heing landed in eastern Spain.
Ceuta & Mellila In 1805 the regular Fijo de Ceara Regiment ol three bat-
talioms was atached 1o the Army of Andalucia, but the st Batialion was
sent back 1o Ceuta in December, two companies ol grenadiers serving
near Gibmaltar from October 1809, On | July 1810 the regiment’s
[hattalions were reorpanized, cach having lour companies ol Tusiliers,

Offlcer of the Artilieros
Distinguidos de Cadiz, 1810. Twa
companies were raised from 26
September 1808, and wore blue
coatees and trousers with
crimsen collars, lapels and cuffs,
white plping, silver epaulettes,
gold buttans, and black shakas
with gold lace and plates and red
plumes. Watercolaur by Antonio
Pareira Pacheco, (Bibliokeca
Fublica Municipal, Santa Cruz de
Tenerife, Canary Ilstands)

RIGHT Officer of the
Bombarderos de Cadiz, 1810,
also known as the Bombarderos
de Ban Fernando. This one-
company unit was raised in
February 1810; the title of
Bombardiers would Indicate that
it specialized in serving mortars,
The service drass was a brown
coates and trousers with buff
collar, cuffs and lapels, scarlet
piping to facings and edges, gold
epaulettes and buttons, and a
black shako with gold laoe and
plate and a green-ovar-yallow
pompen. Watercolour by Antonio
Pareira Pacheco, [Biblioteca
Fublica Municipal, Santa Gruz de
Tenerife, Canary Izslandsa)



This untitled flgure may be a
caplain of the Cadiz Artiilery
serving Extramures, or oulside
the walls, in 1810, He wears a
white jacket and trousers, gold
buttons and epavicties, and a
biack round hat with a white ar
£llver band. Watercolour Dy
Anlonia Pareira Pacheco.
(Biblioteca Publica Municipal,
Zanta Cruz de Tenerile, Canary
Iskanda)
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one of grenadiers and one of cazadores. It was reduced w one batalion
in 1812, which probably reflected the actual strength, The regimental
dress apparently did not change, as the same uniform is recorded m the
registers of 1808 and 1815 white coatee with white lapels, green collar,
cuffs and piping, and pewter buttons.

Military Academies

Batallon de Voluntarios de Honor de la Universitad de Toledo/Colegio
General Militar de Sevilla Raised in 1808 with studenis of the university
of Toledo, it moved o Sevilla at the invitation of the Central Junta w
escape the French occupation of Toledo in IR0, and was used as a guard
tor the Junta, Is graduates were commissioned in the Armics ol Aragon
and Navarra. [t moved 1o Cadiz in 1810 and was incorporated into the
San Carlos Military College.

Uniforms were coats of ‘corinth’ (a dark red with a brownmish huoe)
with a scarlet collar, pointed cuffs and lapels, white narmbacks, white but-
tonholes on the lapels (wo on each side of the collar —without buttons),
white piping cdging the lapels, cufls and shoulder straps, silver buttons;
white breeches, fong black gaiters, and a black feather helmer with a
black caterpillar crest, a narrow silver band, no plate, and a red plame.
Real Colegio de Preferentes de Granada Raised in 1808 from studenis of
the university of Granada and housed in the convent of San Augusting 56
officers graduated in late 1808, Incorporated into the Toledo school at
Sevilla in early 1810, The uniform was a blue single-breasted coat and
cuff flaps, ereéen collan, red culls, white tarnbacks, with white piping
edoing facings and [ronr, silver buttons, aiguillette and epauleties
without fringes; white breeches, black long gaiters, and a bicomn,
Colegio Militar de San Carlos Also called Colegio General Militar and
Formed in Cadiz in 1810 from the Sevilla military schools, it consisted of
[T caders, six companies of infantry, a company of cavalry and two guns
for artillery drills, Uniforms were blue coatees with searlet collars, culls
and lapels, white buttonhole lace on lapels (two on each sicdde ol the
collar and three on each endf = without bunons), white turmbacks,
waisteoat and pantaloons, silver buntons and aiguilletie; and a shako with
a silver plate, red pompon and white plume,

Academia Militar de Tarragona Formed in 1810, it consisted ol 150
cadets, and helped in the defence of the city in 1811 T moved w Borjas
and later to Polilet, and was reorganized as the Valencia Military School
in 1814, The uniform was a blue coatee with blue collars, culls, lapels
and turnbacks, white piping edging the facings, silver huttons and aigu-
illette; arey and white pantaloons, and a shake with a sibver plate and a
sky blue pompon.

Escuela Militar de Murcia Formed in 1810 with infanory cadets from the
Artiy of Mureia, it had wwo companies of 80 and 100 cadews each. [1 was
teansferred to Cartagena in 1812, thenee to Jaen, and incorporated mto
the San Carlos Academy in 1814 The uniform was a blue coat with blue
culf faps, scarler collar, culls, lapels and trnbacks, white buttonhole
bace, white piping, silver utons, epaulentes withont fringes and aigu-
illette; w white waistcoat and pantaloons, and a shako with Back cords
and a white pompon.

Academia de Caballeria de San Felipe de Jativa Formed in 1810 with
cavalry cadets from the Army ol Murcia, it was incorporated into the
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Military College of Murcia in 1812, The uniform was a blue single-
breasted coat with scarlet collar. poimed cults and piping, sky blue
three-pomted collar patches, silver huttons, epaaletes withowt fringes
and aiguillette; blue pantaloons piped scarler and strapped with leather,
and o bicorn laced white.

Real Colegio Militar de Santiago Created in March 1811, consisting of 22
cadets whao hoarded art this college, The uniform was an all-blue single-
breasted coatee, with red piping edging collar, cuffs, caft laps, down the
fromt and turnbacks, gold buttons and aiguillete; white pantaloons, and
4 shako with a gilt plate and a red pompan,

Real Escuela Militar de Santiago Created in March 1811, this institution
had three companies of cadets who lived oat The uniform was a hlue
coatce, with blue lapels and cuff Ilaps, a sky bluc collar, cuffs, and
piping edging the lapels and caff Haps, silver buttons and aigailleoe;
white or blue pantaloons piped skv blue, and a shako with silver
initials set within a seroll inscribed "R.EM., a sky blue pompon, and
black cords.

Real Colegio Militar de Olivenza Formed in 1810 with former cadets of
the Literarios de Santiago and the Escolares de Leon battalions, it was
incorporated into the Academy of San Fernando in 1812 The uniform
wis 4 blue coatee with red collar and cuffs, white lapels, white pan-
taloons, and a bicorn.

Real Colegio Militar de Palna de Mallorea Organized in 1812 as a one-
company unit of 144 caders, it was incorporated into the Tarragona
Military College in 1814, The uniform was a blue coatee with vellow
collar, cuffs and piping, silver buttons and aiguillewe, a silver epattletre
strap without a fringe on the right shoulder, white or blue pantaloons,
and a bicorn,

THE NAVY

The French invasion of 1808 did not completely vanguish the remnans
of the batered Spanish Heet It managed 1o keep open some communi-
cations between Cadiz, the Navw’s main base. and the Spanish colonies,
Phe marine battalions saw a great deal of service alongside the army,
fighting their country’s former ally between 1808 and 1814,

Naval officers and sailors
Mhe dress of naval oflicers did not change during this period, remaining
as described in MAA 321, It is interesting to note the appearance of
British-made Spanish Navy buttons from 1808, From the end of the 18th
century Spanish sailors bad o clothing issue, similar 1o the “slop” clothing
of other natons, 1t was, however, olten of brown cloth as well as blue. Tn
May and June of 1809 the provisional government in Cadiz issued
instructions so that sailors on ships going (o America wonld not be des-
ntute, Every two years each sailor was o receive a cap, a jacket, a
waistcoat, a pair ol "wide” trousers, shirts, stockings and shoes; the colour
was 1o be that of the cloth furnished. An order of 24 June 1809 specilied
that the jacket and wide wrousers were to be blue, the waistcoat while,
and the cap blue: there was also a round hat of feli or straw.

While bBlue was worn by some crews, as was the case for the frigae

Officer, Batallon de Infanteria d
Canarigs, 1810. The battallon
arrived in Cadiz from the Ganan
Islands on 24 April 1808, saw
some inconclusive action durlng
the Talavera campalgn, and was
ardered back to Cadiz-in Januar
1810. The dress uniform shown
wag a white codt with red coliar
cuffs, piping and buttonhole lac
on lapals, green lapels and
piping edging the callar and
cuffs, silver epaulettos, white
breaches, and a black shaka wil
siiver lace. Wakercalour by
Antenio Pareira Pacheceo.
(Biblioteca Publica Municipal,
Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Canary
Islands)

RIZHT Campaign dress of an
officer of the Batallon de
Infanteria de Canarias, 1810, Tk
brown jacket has red collar,
cuffs, piping and buttonhale [ac
an the lapels, green pels and
piping edging the collar and
cuffs, and silver epaulettes; il is
waorn With white bregches and a
bilaek shako with silver lace and
a red plume. Watercolour by
Antanie Pareira Pacheco.
(Biblioteca Publica Municipal,
Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Canary
Izlands)



Despite the angle this portrait is
a useful source. It shows Colonel
Mariano Gil de Barnabe, director
of the Colegia Militar de San
Carlos (aiso called Colegio
General Militar) on the Isle of
Leon, at Cadiz from April 1810
unlil his death in August TE12.
Ho wears a blue coat with scarlet
collar, cuffs and lapels, silver
buttans and lace, and white
waisleoat and breeches. (Museo
de Artilloria, Segovia)
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Perla, brown cloth was often used, no doubt
becanse of supply problems. In 1510 the naval
stores at Sevilla report over 2,000 brown sailors’
jackets and trouwsers, In 1812 the standard
sailor's dress was a brown jackel, brown rousers,
serge waistcoat, striped linen shirve, blue cap and
1 pair of shoes. There was dlso a white linen
jacket and wousers for hot climates (MN, Mass
F376 & 2311,

Marine Infantry and Artillery

From December 1306 there were only four
marine baralions. However, in January 1809 the
Navy regronped and expanded s marine corps
into five regiments of two battalions each; and a
sixth regiment of three batalions was formed
from that September. In July 1811 the st
Batalion of the 4th Regiment was destroved at
Tortosa and it Temaining companics were incoer-
porated into the 5th at Cartagena,

The Marine Infanuy’s traditional uniform was
blue Eced with red, but because of shortages due w the French invasion
uniforms wended o be plain during 18081812 (sec Plaie B). An order ol
11 February 1813 decreed that the uniform of Marine Infantry regnnents
was to be a blue coatee with scarler collar, cufls, turnbacks and paping,
blue three-bunon cuff faps piped scarlel. three broad vellow laces on the
chest, and brass buttons and anchors on the collar; lue pantaloons, and
a stovepipe shako with a brass anchor and a short red plume. This
elaborate uniform mav only have been worn o a Rmited extent, however,
since a clothing contract of November 1313 for the 150 Regiment specilied
an all-blue single-breasted coatee with brass anchars on each side of the
collar, brass buttons, blue pantaloons, black half-gaiters and shoes.
Headgear consisted of 4 shako and a blue forage cap piped scarler with an
anchor badge, The corps of Marine Arviillery alse simplilied s dress (see
Plate H).

Mavy administration and medical staff

Naval administrative saff incloded intendants, commissaries, pay-
masters, accountants and storekeepers. These services were based in the
Spanish ports that remained unoccupied by the French, such as Cadiz
and colonial naval bases such as Havana, Cuba. In 1808 and for vears (o
come these various officials had a basic commaoen uniform: a blue coal
and breeches, scarlet collars, cuffs, trmbacks and waisicoar, and gold
buttens. Intendants had one row of broad gold owisted lace edging the
coat, collar, cuffs and waisteoar, and a laced hat; cammissaries and other
officials had gold embroidered buttonholes on the coat and waisicoal,
eald stars on the trmbacks, and an unlaced hat. From 10 July 1810 naval
surgeois wore blue coats with scarlet collars, cufls and lapels, gold
buttons, no epaulettes, narrow gold lace edging the culls and collar, a
white waistcoat and breeches, and a plain bicorn hat. There was also an
elaborate swstem of lacing for professional stadb at the Naval Roval
Medical College in Cadiz,
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Gificer in undress unifarm,
Batallon de Grenaderos de la lsla
de Canarla, 1310, Brown jacket
and trousers, red collar, culis
and piping, and plaln black round
hat, Watercolour by Antonio
Pareira Pacheco. (Biblioteca
Publica Municipal, Santa Cruz de
Tencrife, Canary Islands)

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Manuscripts

Manv sources used for this study are from archival documents consulied
at the Public Records Office (PRO). Kew, in the following classes of
manuscripts: Audit Office (AQY), Foreign Office (FO), Treasury (T, and
War Office (WO and a0 the Museo Naval, Madrid (MN), BT
archives (ds).

Books and articles

Barcels, Rubi, B, ! anpaments portatl egpasiol (1764-1938) una feudior
enrtillfera, Madnd, 1970

Boletin de la Agrufracion de Muniaheristos Militarey, Barcelona, Nos. 13-16,
1962

Bret-James, Antony, ed,, Fdward Costella: Military Memairs, Adventures of
i Seldier, London, 1967

Bueno, José M., Unifirmes Espaiioles de la Giterra e fr Inucdepenclenei,
Aldaba, 19589

Calama. ,'\N:'gimiru. L Coveerre de !Hfu!'.e“_lfj'.:”ﬁ'-"'lfn".ljt'!.ﬂ en Soria, La Rioja ¥
Nerzuprra, Madyicd, 1996

Calvo, Juan L., Armamenio reglamento y auxilior del efercito esfiarnol,
Barcelona, 1975, Vol.l

Cassels, S.AC., ed.. Peninsilor Portrait 181 1-18714: The Leaters of Caplain
William Bragge, Thind (King's Chen) Liragoons, London, 1963

Clonard, Conde de, Histoviee Organicea de fa Infanteria v Caballeria Esfunola,
16 Vals,, Madrid, 1847-1856, Vols.G and 7

Dhagona (became Researching & Dragona in 1983 ), all issnes

Fsdale, Charles .. The Spanish Army in the Peninsular War, Manchester
1988

Gurwood, Lt Col., ed., The Dispatches of Field Muarshal the Dude of
Wellington, London, 1838, Vols.V 10 VIIL

Hugo, A., France Militaire, 5 vols., Paris, 1833-15348, Vold

Maémpires militaives du Maréchal fiordain, Pans, 1893

Oman, Charles, A History of the Peninsular Way, London, 1903-1930
ir/p Greenhill), Volsl o &Y

Rodriguez Delgado, Ramwon, Historia de ln Infanteria de Maring, Andugjar,
1927

Ruiz, Manuel Gomer, and Juanola, Vincente Allonso, b Estade Militar
Cerafico de 1797, Madrid, 1997

Williams, LLCol., The Life and Times of the Late Duke of Wellington,
London, 18533, Vol

Windrow, Martin, & Embleton, Gerry, Military Diess of the Peninsular
Warn London, 1974 (p/bk r/p 1997)

Officar, Batallon de Grenaderos de la Isla de Ganaria, 1810. The Canarias Provincial
Milltia formed a battalion of grenadiers in 1808 which arrived in Cadiz on 29 March
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THE PLATES

A1: Militiaman, Zaragoza, 1808-1809

On 21 Fabruary 1809 the half-destrovad city of Jaragoza
# last sumendered, Hanri de Brandi, a Polish officer with
the Franch army, recalled the scene: "We had been thers
for an hour when the first elements of those who had so
villiantty defended Zaragoza appedrsd. They were mastly
voulhe of sikieen to eighteen years old, without unifarms,
wearing grey graatcoats and red cockades. While casually
smoking thair cigarsttes, they lined up in front of our ranks.
The majority of the troops followed them closely. These
were man of all ages and all conditions. A Tew had unforms
but the greater number wore peasants' clathes.. Tha
plficers were only distinguished from their men by being
mountad an mukes and wearing large bicorns and long
cloaks’,  This must be one of the eadiest mentions of
cigaratias.

AZ: Fusilier, Extremadura Infantry Regiment, 180B-1804
COver B0 men. of the regiment were part of the faragoza
gamson and wara practically wipad out during the second
gage, At this time mest of the alder regiments in the army
eill wora tha 1805 requlation uniform (see MaA 321), which
for Extremadura was white with cnmson collar, cuffs, culf
Fape, lapels and piging with brass buttons, a bicorn with red
plurne and black gaitars.

A3 Fusilier, Batallon Ligero de Zaragoza, 1808-1808
Threa battalions numbered 1st to 3rgd, each of 500 men and
20 officers, wers raised in Zaragoza from 1 June 1808, They
fought heroically during both sieges of the . city, being
destroved in the terrible second slege ending in February
1809, The uniform was & blue coatee with a =scarlat collar
With twio white laces (no buttons), scarlet twmbacks, sky Dluea
lapeds and cufis piped white, blue breechas, and a round hat
with & white band. [J.M.Bueno, Unifarmes...)

at left, a trooper of the
Coraceros Ezpaiholes; 1810; see
Plate G for uniform colours. At
right, a lancer of Downie's
Extromadura Legion, 18115 hea
wears a blue coatee with yellow
pointed cuffs, collar and
turnbacks, green lapels, scarlet
piping, brass shoulder scales and
buttens; blue pantaloons with a
yellow stripe and brass bultons:
and @ black shako with a yellow
top band, a red pampon, brass
plale and chin scales. The
housings are blua edged with
yellow lace and red swuter piping;
tha lanoe pennaon is red. [Print
after Gimenez & Clonard)

B1: Fusilier, 4th Marine Regiment, c.1810-1811

In May 1810 the man of tha Znd Battalion of the 4th Marina
Regiment al Cartagena were issued a blue jacket with no
lapels or turnbacks, green collars and cuffs, a white
waistcoal and bréeches, stockings of various colours and
haif-gaiters. They probably alse had round hats, brass
buttons and & brass anchor collar badge. (MM, Ms 1376}

B2: Fusilier, Almeria Regimendt, 1308-1811

Thizs two-battalion regiment was organized in September
1BEDE Iram the 3rd Batlalion of the Zaragoza Regirmant and
the Volunteers of Granada. It took part in the defence of
Barcelona in December 1808 and later saw much action in
Aragon and Catalonia. It was dastroyed in desperate
defensive fighting during the French assault on Tarragona on
28 June 1811, The uniform was a brown coates with scarlet
collar, cufls, lagels and piping, brown pantaleons, a round
hat (perhaps with the brim fumed up an the el and a yvellow
cockade |oop, and black accoutrements. (Conde de
Clonard; Histaria Croganica..., Yol 8)

B3: Fusilier, Castrapol Regiment, 1809

This single-battalion regimant of 840 mean was raisad from 27
May 1808 in Asturias, and expandead to two battalions from
October. It fought at Espincsa on 11 NMovember, Meilbla and
Albuers in 1811, &t the sisges of Taragona, Tortosa and
Pamplena in 1813, and crossed into France in 1814, It was
incorporated into the Walloon Guards on 24 August 1815
Semeant Juan de Murias recalled that in May 1809, whila
with the Asturias army at Contrueces, Gijon, the regiment
was iszuad British-made white jackets with scarlet collars,
cuffs and piping, gold buttons, white breaches, and white
forage caps with a red band. (Juan de Murias, Historial del
Regimiento de Casfropol, 1815)

G1: Fusilier, Mina's 1st Battalion of Alava, 1810
Con Francisco Espoz v Ming's three guarnlla battalions wora
a lack round hat with a scarlet cockade, a brown jacket with
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collar, cuffa and lapels of crimson for the 151, grzen for
the 2nd, and yellow for the Jrd, pewter buttons, short
brown pantaloons, woolien stockings and sipsrfagas
sandalz. The men ware mostly armed with French muskets,
and had black or brown ventral cartridge. boxes. Linen
hunting haversacks wens caried. at the side. (A.J.Carasco
ARvaraz. ‘La Militarizacion de las Guerrillas’, Bragoena, March
1945)

G2: Guerrilla chief, c.1612

Guerillas might be ragged. but often dressad in dashing
styles if they could. Based on a Dennis Dighton watercolour
cancature in the Royal Gallection of 'José da Espin, one of
Don Juan Martin's chigfs', the figura has a green jacket with
black collar and culfs, silver piping, lace, and death's-haad
collar badges, sifver butlons, black trousers with small silver
buttons, and a greyish round hat with a sifver plate and
badge. :

©3: Trooper, Navarra Hussars, 1811-1812

The Husares de Mavara were raised from 1 January 1811 by
Espaz y Mina, with an aotablishment of four sguadrons
totalling 480 men, It was incorporated into the Calalrava
Cavalry Regiment on 27 Septembar 1815, This figure is
basad on a Dennis Dighton watercolour in the Hoyal
Collection showing a 'Dragoon’ {who is of course a hussar)
af 'Don Mina's Corps'. The uniform was an emerald green

Mew Spanish infantry regiments raised in 1808 and 1809
from Ieft ta rlght:

Voluntaries de la Patria - green coatee with green lapels
cuffs and tumbacks, scarlet collar and cuff Niaps, yellow
piping, brass buttons, white waistcoat and breeches, and
shako with brass plate, yellow band and cords and. red
plume,

Leales de Farnando Vil - sky blue coatee and trousers with
scarlet collar, cuffs and piping, pewter buttons, and shako
with brass plate, yellow band and cords and red plume,
Officer, Santa Fé& - sky blue coat, waistcoat and trousers,
green cuffs and kapels, violet collar, cuff flaps and piping,
silver buttons and epaulettes, and shako with silver plate
and band and red pompon.

La Muerte - green coatee with bluc collar, cutfs and piping,
pewter buttons, groy trousers, and shako with white metal
death's-head, red cockade and green pompon,

Voluntaries de la Victoria - brown coatee and broechos,
searlet eollar boaring brass anchor badge, scarlet cufts and
lapels, brass buttons, tan gaiters, and black round hat with
brass plate and red eackade.

La Patria, Fernando Vil and La Muerte appear to wear
Franch-style tan hide knapsacks with bluefwhite ticking
rolls, and La Victarla a brown blanket strapped into a
horseshoe shape: the muskets appear to be French. [Print
after Gimenez & Clonard)



dolman with scartet collar and cuffs. white cords, pewter
buttons, blua averalls with a red stripa and black leather
glrappirng, and a shake with white bands,

0H: Trooper, Coraceras Espanoles, 1810-1811

The 'Spanish Cuirassiers’ were orpanizad on 24 kay 181000
Reus, Tarragona, with an establishment of six companies of
70 men each, divided inte bwa squadrons, The unit faughl
with distinction in seweral engagaments. They ware
equipped with weapons, cuirasses and helmels capturzd Dy
the Mumancia Dragoon Hegiment from the French 13th
Cuerassiars at the battle of Mallet in 1810, thaugh anly one
squadran receivad the cuirass and helmet. The uniform was
a red coates with grean collar and cufis, white piping and
turnnacks, pewter buitons, white pamtaloons, black high
bonts and a white cape.  The white sheapsking wene edgead
with red "wolfstesth’, and the green housings with whita lace.
The Coraceros Espanoles Regimant was amalgamated into
the Rainz Cavalry Pegiment in 1818, {Conde de Clonard,
Alburm de fa Caballena...)

D2 & D3: Infantry fusiliers, northern Spain, 1810

Thesa figures are basad on a British shipment sent to Corufia
for the use of the Spanish armies in Galicia Lecn and
Castille’, including 14,000 grey jackets, 6,000 blue jackets,
20,000 grey pantaloons and 20,000 shakos and coakades.
Tha shakos sent from England had cockades but no plates,
Muskels with bayonets and biack accouirements wers also
sent. (PRO, AD 16/681)

E1: Drum Major, Voluntarios de Madrid, 1811

Two regiments numberad 1st and 2nd were raised from 15
July 1808, but the 1st was incorporated into the Tiradores de
Cadiz Regiment an 1 March 1809, The other served on as a

A range of guerrilla costumes, according to-a French print.
The better-dressed flgure at the left is clearly a leader,
shown with a couple of his men; the central flgure may have
some remnant of military uniform or at least urban dress,
while the ather wears the maest basic peasant costume,
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light infantry unit and was retained in the regular peacetime
establishment in 1815 In February 1811, the regimental
drum=major was assignad -a blue coat with scarlat collar,
cufts, lapels and turnbacks, gold butions and gold lace tim
(KM, hs 1376)

EZ: Trooper, Daroca’Aragon Hussars, ¢.1811-1813

A group of horsemen, mostly from the Rey Dragoon
Regiment who had escaped from Zaragoza, served attached
to the Ganfiena Infantry Regiment from Aprl 1800, They
were reorganized as the aqguadron of Darcca Hussars on 30
Aol 1810 by the order of the Junta of Aragon, augmented
fo fwa squadrons inAugust. The unit was renamed Husares
Provinciales de Aragoen, with four squadmons, on & April
1811, They saw much action in Aragon and, from 1817, in
Valancia, The unit was atteched o Whitlingham's Division on
2 March 1813, and incorparated into the Almanza Hussars
and Cazadores de Olivenza on 30 April 1813, From 1811 ta
1813 they wore: blue dolmans with. scardet collar and cufis,
white cords and lace, pewler buttons, pantaloons probably
blue, a Tarlaton-style helmet of black leather with 2 black
crest, and a brown cape with red collar and finen lining. [Luis
Serando Muzas, 'El Escuadron de Husares...', Dragana, Jan.
1554)

E3: Fusilier, 3rd Catalonian Legion, 1810

The four Catalonian Legions raised from the end of TR02 kad
sky Dlue coats and pantaloons, white waistcoats, powtes
buttans, no gaters, and round hats. Tha coat had distinglive
facings as follows: 18t Legion, scarst lapels, collar, cuffs gnd
piping; £nd Legion, sky blue lapels, scarlet collar, cuffs and
piping; 3rd Legion, black lapels, collar and cufls, scerls
piping; 4th Legion, sky blug lapals, black collar and cuffs,
scarlet piping. Light infantry units in the legions ware the
same, but had short-tailed coatees instead of long-tailsd
coats. Tha sappars had yellow lapels, collars and cufis, Tha
light cavalry had sky Blue dolmans, pantaloons and capés,
with black collar and cuffs for the 1st Squadson-and crimson
for the 2Znd. [José Almiral & Ramon Soler, “Legion
Catalanas..., Boletin de g Agrupacion.... Mo, 3, 1962

F1: Golonel, Cuerpo del Estado Mayor, 1810-1815

For full dress General Staff Sorps officers wore & blue single-
breastad coat with sky blue collar and cuffs edged with goid
lace, gold huttons, a sky Dlue sash arcund the waist, 2 whitg
waiztcoat and breechas, and biue pantaloonz  when
mounted. On campaign, these officers could also wear a
Blue dalman with sky blue coltar and cuffs edged gold. three

CEPOSITE Navy Brigadier Juan
Gutigrraz de la Concha, c.1808,
wearing a blue coat with scarlet
collar, cufis, lapels and
turnbacks, geld lace edging the
collar, eufis and lapels, and giit
bultons. The rank is shown on
the cuffs: three gold laces for a
captain below a silver
embroidered lace for a brigadiar,
[(Museo Haval, Madrid)

REZHT Spanish Mavy butions. Top
row, left to right: gilt Spanlsh
made, gilt British made, gilt
British made. Bottom row, laft fo
right: brass Spanish made, gilt
Eritish made, gilt British made.
{Collection & photo John Powell)

LEFT Left, a light infantry
Volunteer of Valencia, c.1810-
1814, wearing the regulation
shako and jacket mixed wilh
riégional costume, as described
im the text. At right |a an affleer
af the Royal Corps of Artillary.
{Print after Martinet)




rowis of gokd buitons in font, and black hussar-style conds,
Their haadgear would have been a bicorn hat laced with gold
for dress, and a plain bicorn in the flald,

F2: Militia Corporal, Alarmas Gallegas, c.1810-1812

In February: 1810 the Galician Alarm issweed a sail of
instructions. Whils almost everyone was dressed in civilian
and peasant costumes, it recommended that all should waar
the Cross of Santiago on the breast of their coats, in geld
lace for a commandant, silver lace for hiz subaliarn officars;
red cloth for & captain (zergeant), and white for a corporal.
The rest of the men were to hava the red crogs on tha upper
laft sleeve. In 1811 the armead Interior Divisions of the
Alarmas had 13,320 muskets, 12,840 carbines and 31,130
knives (PR, WO 1/261).

F2: Gunner, Collure Artillery Companies,

Alarmas Gallegas, c.1B10-1812

The thrae arillery companies at Collure [Betanzos) even had
a wniform, approved by the Junta, consisting of a2 brown
rounid jacket and breaches, with vellow collar and cisffs, gold
grerades at the coller, brass buttons, black knee gaiters, and
a black round hat, Mote the belly pouch with brass pricker,
and a pistol hooked to the belt an the right hip; and see
above for sleeve badge.

G1: Infantry fusilier, eastern Spain, 1811

In late May 18171 '8,000 suils of light blue clothing and
12000 pairs of hali-gaiters, ordered last December for the
corps to be raised in Majorca' were shipped from Brtain. Of
these, there ware 5,112 jackels, waistcoats and pantaloans
intended for infantry of the ling, including 2 587 suits having
rad facings and ‘2 525 suits faced with yellow'. This clathing
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appears to have been sent on lo the east coast of Spain
along with amms for units forming there. No shakos were
mentioned, so round hats were probably used. (PRO, FQ
T2A0E and WO 1/885)

G2 & G3: Infantry fusiliers, Andalucia, 1811

From June 1811 some “2,000 suil of blue clothing', to have
‘ane half faced with red and the remaindar with yellow’', want
to Cadiz for issue to an unnamed ‘particutar corps of
Spanish Patriots’. An ample supply of calico shirs, half-
stockings and shoes was also supplied, but no shakeos; thus
round hiats were probably waorn, [PRO, WO 1/849 and 835}

H1: Fusilier, Toledo Regiment, c.1B11-1813

Having fought at Talavera in 180%, at the Lines of Torres
Vedras o 1810, and Atbuera in 1811, their uniform had
changed from white to & brown coatee with yellow collar,
cuffs, lapels and lurnbacks, pewter bultons in pairs, tight
white pantaloons and black half-gaiters, This uniform
changed again to blue in about 1813-1814. (Watercolour Dy
Dennis Dightan, Royal Collecticn)

H2: Field afficer, Mumancia Dragoon Regiment,
cAB810-1813

if many Spanish soldiars went in rags for lack of
uniforms, this figure of an officer, based on an early Franch

print, shows that some could be quite dashing when
thay found the resources. The old yellow coat ani
higarn have been exchanged for a green uniform laced willt
white, lacacd with gold, and a crested helmet, A crimsan o
red sash — not used by Spanish officers for a century -
is worn possibly inimitation of British and Porluguass
afficers, The ragiment was neary wiped out in the fwo
sieges of Zaragoza, but was reorganized in Valencia in the
spring of 1809, moved up to Catatonia in July, and fough
many skirmishes there. 1t also foughlt at the battle o
Sagunto in Oclober 1811, and servad in the Alicants,
Murcia and Lerida areas from 1812 to tha aend of
the war. (E.Gavira y Persz de Vargas & 5.Marcos
Rodriguez. £ Regimiento ‘Numaneis’ en la Histoda og
Esparia, 1892}

H3: Gunner;, Marine Artillery, 1810-1815

Fram Meowember 1810 to 1815 the Maring Artillery o
a blue single-breasted coatee with scarlet collar and
cuffé. brass buitons, a white waistooat, blue pantaloons:
black nalters and a round hat. The coatee collar was
arnamented on each side with a yallow flaming grenads
The corporals had gold lace edging the cuffs, the
condestables or sergeants had gold-fringed epaulattes
and the drurmmers had lvery lace on the cuffs onky (WS
Mz 137).
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SPANISH ARMY OF THE NAPOLEONIC WARS (2) 1808-1812

The French ‘invasion by stealth’ of her uneasy
ally Spain, and the final proclamaton of
Napoleon’s brother Joseph as king, led in May
1808 to the spontaneous outbreak of a war of
resistance which would be waged with
unparalleled savagery for the nexe six years.
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repeated defeats, was typihied by epic sieges
such as Zaragoza and Gerona, and by the
nationwide guerrilla warfare which tied down
huge numbers of the occupiers and gave the
modern world a new concept of armed
resistance.
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