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BRITISH FORCES IN THE WEST INDIES 1793-1815

INTRODUCTION

Two centuries ago, the West Indies were a boom-
ing sct of slands where vast fortunes were made.
Sugar was the source of this wealth, To this was
added other erops, much smaller but highly valu-
able, such as indigo and coffee. The British West
Indics accounted for about one-fifth of Britain's
forcign trade in 1789, This increased to a third
during the 1790s.

By the late 1790s, the West Indies attracted
four-fifths of British overscas capital investments
and provided over onc-cighth of the government’s
£31.5 million total net revenue to the Treasun
through and
Considerable indirect tax income, perhaps another
cighth, was generated from the West Indian com-

various direcet taxes duties.

mercial and trade activity. These figures explain
the tremendous numbers of naval and military
forces deploved to protecet these valuable
Caribbean territories.

Britain used its naval superiority and basically
adopted the doctrine of overwhelming force 1o

Part of the seaward battery
of Fort Berkeley, one of
several guarding the
entrance of the important
Royal Navy base at English
Harbour, Antigua.

protect its investments by conquering the enemy’s
colonics, In spite of some setbacks in the 1790s,
this strategy worked against smaller enemy
islands. However, against larger islands, naval
superiority and numerous regiments did not
insure anv success. After being repulsed by the
Spanish in Puerto Rico, the British forces
refrained from attacking large colonies,

Dozens of regiments served in the West Indies.
Between 1793 and 1801, some 69 line infantry
regiments were sent there. Another 24 followed
between 1803 and 1815, The death toll due to
tropical discases was very high for Furopean
troops. From 1793 to 1802, an estimated 45,000
British soldiers died in the West Indies, including
about 1,300 officers, nearly all from fevers. In
1796 alone, some 41 per cent of the white soldiers
died, most of them having arrived within the past
year.

In the following vears, efforts were made to

keep white troops out of unhealthy garrisons. As a
result, the mortality rate dropped to 15 per cent
in 1800 and remained at about 14 per cent from
1803 to 1813, Nevertheless, about 20,000 men
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died from fevers, including about 500 officers.

The improvement in overall statistics was due,
most of all; to the creation of regiments of black
soldiers who were far less lable to deadly tropical
discases. By 1803, the proportion of black soldiers
was about one to every two white soldiers in gar-
rison. Generally, a force of at least 20,000 regu-
lars, white and black, was considered necessary to
keep the British West Indies secure.

CHRONOLOGY

Abbreviations: Bn= Battalion; Bns= Battalions;

cov= company; covs= companies; 't= Foot, regiment of; det
detachement; LD= Light Dragoons; L1= Light Infantry; R=
Roval; RA= Roval Artillery; RIA= Roval Irish Artillery; RM=
Roval Marines; RMA= Roval Military Artificiers; Vols=
Volunteers: WIR= West India Regiment.

1 February 1793 ~ Great Britain, Spain,
Holland, Sardinia, Naples and Portugal join
Austria and Prussia already at war with France.

15 April Capture of Tobago from the
French: RA; RM, 9 Ft (Light coy), 60 Frt.

September (to December 1798) - Briush inter-
vention in Saint-Domingue (or ‘San Domingo’ as
the British call it; then a French colony, today
called Haiti): RA; RMA, Dutch Emigrant
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This small battery at
Branshy Point, Montserrat,
is typical of the many that
dotted the coasts of most
islands for protection
against privateers and
pirates. They were armed
with older cannon of vari-
ous origins sevved by militi-
amen and aften by a few
Jull-time ‘mattrosses’ hived
by the local legislatures.
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Artillery (2 covs), 13 1., 14 LD, 17 LD, 18 1D,
1 Ft, 13 Ft, 16 Ft det, 17 Ft, 20 Ft, 22 Fr, 23 Ft,
32 Fr, 35 I't, 39 F'r, 40 Fr, 41 F'r, 49 Fr, 56 Fr, 60
Ft, 62 Ft det, 66 I't, 67 Fr, 69 Fr, 81 Fi, 82 F,
83 't (3 covs), 93 Fr (det), 96 I't, 99 I't det, 130
F'r (IFlank coys), 2 & 3 Irish Brigade Regiments,
Bouill¢’s Uhlans britanniques, Hompesch’s
Hussars, Rohan's Hussars, York Hussars, 3 WIR,
5 WIR, 7 WIR. For local units (see the part on
‘Saint-Domingue (Haiti)” below),

0 February — 23 March 1794 Capture of
Martinique from the rrench: RA, RIA, RMA, 1.D
det (from 7, 11, 15, 16 L), 61I't, 8 Ft (Flank
coys), 9 Fr (Flank Coys), 12 I't (Flank covs), 15
I't, 17 Fr (Flank coys), 22 Ft (Flank covs), 23 Ft
(Flank coys), 34 I't (Flank covs), 38 I't (I'lank
covs), 39 Fr, 43 I't, 56 Fr, 38 Fr, 60 't (I'lank
covs), 63 Ft, 64 I't, 65 Fr (Light coy), 70 Fr,
Carolina Corps.

2 April - Capture of St. Lucia from the French:
RA, RIA, RMA, 6 Ft, 8 Ft (Flank coys), 9 Ft
(Flank covs), 12 It (Flank coys), 17 Ft (Flank
coys), 22 Fr (Flank covs), 23 Ft (Flank covs), 34 I't
(Flank covs), 38 Ft (Flank Covs), 43 Fr, 60 I't
(Flank coys), 63 Ft, 65 Ft (Light cov), Carolina
Corps.

11 April — 10 December — Capture from and




loss of Guadeloupe to the French: RA, RIA,
RMA, 8 I't (Flank coys), 12 Ft (Flank covs), 17
Ft (Flank covs), 22 I't (Flank covs), 23 Ft (Flank
covs), 34 I't (Flank coys), 38 It (Flank coys), 39
F't, 43 Ft, 56 Ft (3 coys), 60 Ft (Flank covs), 63
I't, 65 Ft (Light coy), Carolina Corps.

January 1795
armics and becomes the Batavian Republic; ally of
France.

March — June 1796 — Carib uprising on St.
Vincent: RA, RIA, 3 I't, 9 Fr (IFlank covs), 40 Ft
det, 42 Fr, 46 I't, 60 I't, 61 Fr, 68 o (Flank
WIR, York
Lowenstein’s Chasscurs, Ramsay’s York Rangers,
St. Vincent Rangers, Malcolm™s Royal Rangers,
Carolina Corps, St. Vincent Militia,

March — June 1796 — I'edon’s Rebellion on
Grenada: 17 1D der, RA, RIA] 3 Fr det, 8 Pt det,
10 Fr, 25 Fr, 29 Fr, 38 I't, 37 Fr, 63 Ft det, 88
F't, Royal Ltranger, Carolina Corps, Malcolm’s
Roval Rangers, Grenada Loval Black Rangers,
Brender’s Black coy, Grenada Milita.

Holland 1s overrun by French

covs), 2 Hardy's I"usiliers,

Map of the West Indies. ( Courtesy Francis Back)

April — 18 June — British lose St. Lucia to the
French: RA, 9 Ft (Flank coys), 61 Ft, 68 It
(Flank covs), Malcom’s Roval Rangers.

8-17 June — French raid on Dominica repulsed:
15 Fr, 21 Ft, Dominica Milita.

July 22 Spain and Prussia cease hostilities
with 'rance.
August — March 1796 — Maroon’s rebellion in

Jamaica: 13 LD det, 14 LD det, 17 LD det (two

dismounted and especially trained troops), 18 1.D
det, 20 1.D, RA, 16 Fr, 62 Ft, 83 Fr, Cuban
Chasscurs, Jamaica Militia.

December
repulsed: 2 I't, Black Rangers, Martinique Militia,

22 April 2 May 1796 — Surrender of
Demerara, Berbice and Essequibo by the Dutch:
RA, RIA, 39 Fr, 93 Ft, 99 Ft.

26 April — 26 May  Recapture of St. Lucia
from French: RA, RIA, RMA, 14 I, 27 Ft, 31
I't, 42 I't, 44 Fr, 48 'ty 53 Pty 55 Fr, 57 Fr, 2
WIR, Hardv's York Fusiliers, Lowenstein’s
Chasseurs, York Rangers, Roval
Ftranger, Malcolm’s Roval Rangers, O"Meara’s

F'rench raid on Martinique

Ramsay’s

Rangers.
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British troops besicging Fort Lowes, Martinigue, in March
1794, The two mfantrymen at left wear ved single=breasted
qackets with black or blue collars and cuffs and white
wings, white gaiter=trousers and visored caps with a
bearskin crest. The two gunners next (o them wear plain
round hats, blue single=breasted jackets with ved collars
and cuffs and yellow wings, white pantaloons with short
black gaiters. The three artillery officers at the centre wear
the same dress but thetr coatees have short or long tails. To

June — March 1797 — Guernilla warfare mm St
Lucia; 31 'ty 44 I'r, 48 Fr, 535 Fr, Ramsav's York
Rangers,  O'Meara’s Druault’s
Guadeloupe Rangers.

7 October — Spain at war against Great
Britain.

27 November
repulsed: Anguilla Militia.

17 February, 1797 — Capture of Trinidad from
the Spanish: RA, RIA, RMA, 2 Fr, 3 Fr (Flank
covs), 14 I't, 38 I't det, 33 I't, 50 Pt det,
Hompeseh's LI, Lowenstein’s Chasseurs, Soter’s
Roval Island Rangers.

18 April — 1 May — Briush repulsed at San
Juan, Puerto Rico by the Spamish: 26 1.D det,
RA, RMA, T4 F't, 42 v det, 53 Tty 60 Fr det, 87
Ft, Lowenstein’s Fusiliers and Chasseurs, Tobago

Rangers,

I'rench attack on Anguilla

Corps of Blacks.
27 April — Briush frigate Experiment raids fort

J
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the vight are two scarvlet-coated infantry officers on foot
wearing vound hats, one officer having the light infantry
wings and short tails, talking 1o a moted geneval, possi-
bly meant to be Sir Charles Grey. Av the vight, a monnted
trooper from the Light Dragoons detachments wearing the
Tarleton helmet and a blue jacket. Detail from an
aguading after a drawing taken on the spot by the Rev.
Cooper Willyams. (Anne SCK. Brown Military Collection,
Brown University, Providence)

and spikes guns at Truxillo (New Spain): RM, 42
I't det, 33 It det, Irish Brigade det.

December  British naval raids on coast of
Spanish Venezuela: ‘Trinidad Rangers det.

June — October 1798
ditry in Trelawny mountains, Jamaica: 3 covs of
embodied local woodsmen, Accompong Maroons.

3-10 September British
Honduras against Spanish at St. George's Cay
near Belize: RA, 63 17t det, 6 WIR det, local white
and black vols and sailors.

20 August 1799 — Surrender of Surinam to the
Dutch: RA, RTA, RMA, 60 Fr.

September 1800 Surrender of Curagao to
the Dutch.

20 March 1801  Capture of St. Bartholomew
from the Swedish: RAL 3 Fr, 11 Fr, 8 WIR.

24 March — 1 April — Capture of St. Martin
from the Dutch and French, and St. Thomas, St.

Suppression of ban-

Defence of
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John and St. Croix from the Danish: RA, RIA,
RNMA, T I, 3 Ft, 11 Fr, 64 Fr, 2 WIR, 8 WIR.
12 October  Cessation of hostilities between
France and her allies and Great Britain,
27 March 1802

cluded. Al occupied overseas territories occupied

Peace treaty of Amiens con-

bv the British to be handed back except for
Trimdad and Ceylon.

16 May 1803  Great Britain declares war on
France and Holland.

22 June — Capture of St. Lucia from the
French: RA, RNIA, T Ity 64 i, 68 Fr, 3 WIR,
Black Pioncers.

30 June — Surrender of ‘Tobago by the I'rench:
RA, RMA, 1 I't, 64 Fr, 3 WIR, Black Pioncers.

20 September  Surrender of Demerara and
Essequebo by the Dutch: RA; RMA, 3 17t det, 7
Ft det, 64 Fr, WIR det.

January 1804
repulsed by Dutch.

27 April — 5 May — Capture of Surinam from
the Dutch: RA, R Forcign Artillery det, RMA[ 16
Ft, 64 Fr, Rifle cov of 2 bn 60 Ft, 6 WIR, Black

Pioneers det.

British raid on Curacao

12 December — Britain at war with Spain.
2227 February 1805 - Defence of Dominica:
RA, 46 Fr, T WIR, Dominica NMilitia, Barbados
Militia det.
March
Montserrat,
July 1806 — Irench raid on
on St. Kitts fought off by RA,
St. Kitts Militia,

I January 1807
Dutch: RM.
1 May

Empire.

I'rench raids on St. Kitrs, Nevis and

Montserrat. Raid
1T Fr, 70 It and

Capture of Curagao from the
\bolition of slave trade in the British

Briush raid on Baracoa, Cuba,
repulsed by Spanish: RN 96 Fr (det).

21-25 December — Surrender of St John, St
Thomas and St Croix by the Danish: RA;] RMA|
15 Fr det, 46 It det, 60 Ft, 70 Ft (Flank covs), 1
WIR det, 3 WIR (Flank covs), Black Pioncers det.

2 & 30 March 1808  Capturce of Marie-
Galante and La Desirade from the French: RM.

May
roval family and installs his brother Joseph as king
of Spain. Insurrections break out against French

September

Napoleon displaces the Spanish Bourbon

.

AR

”Hr'{fl]"ﬁ York Fusiliers, .['rJHi'erJ_\'r'rf r{f'(;‘;'r'mm}\' ratsed J’?I]
Vajor T.C. Hardy, served at St. Lucta from 1795 until
they were incorporated into the Srd Battalion, 60t Foot o
carly 1797, They wore a black cap with brown fur, green

Jacket with black collar and cuffs piped ved, red piping,

brass buttons, red waisteoat and green pantaloons. (Anne
S Brown Military Collection, Brown University,
Providence)

troops. Spaniards and the Spanish colonies remain
loval to the Bourbons and become allies of Great
Britain.

4 July  British raid repulsed at St. Martin's by
F'rench and Dutch: RNL

19 August — 3 September
Galante: RM,1T WIR (3 covs).

14 January 1809
RM and Portuguese colonial troops from Brazil.

30 January
Martinique from the French: RAL RA Drivers, R
Foreign Artillery det, RMA, 7 Ity 8 Ity 13 Ft, 15
I't, 23 I't, 25 Frt (Flank covs), 60 Fr, 63 1't, 90 T,
I WIR, 4 WIR, 8§ WIR (3 covs), Roval York
Rangers, York 1.1 Vols.

14-17 April — Capturce of The Saints from the
French: RA, RMA, 15 Ft det, 60 Fr, 3 WIR, 8

7

Relief of Marie-
Capture of French Guyvana:

24 February Capture of



Ramsay'’s York Rangers. Often called York Chassewrs, this
émtgre wnit was raised in 1793 by Capt. GV, Ramsay and
sent to St Lucia and St. Vincent during 179 and later
was at St. Kit's and Dominica, In October 1797, it was
r'm'm'p.rn‘f.'h'rf it the 3rd Battalion, 60th Foot and the
Foretgn Avtillery. They wore a black cap with brown fur

and a white metal starv, blue jacket with yellow collar,
cuffs and lapels, white metal buttons, yellow shoulder
straps, blue wings with white lace, blue waistcoat braided
white, and blue pantaloons. (Anne S.K. Brown Military
Collection, Brown University, Providence)

WIR der, York LT Vols, Roval York Rangers
(Flank covs).

7 July — Capture of city of Santo Domingo
(now 1n the Dominican Republic) held by the
French: detachments from RA] R Foreign
Artllery det, 18 Fr, 54 Fr, 55 I't, 60 I't, 2 WIR, 7
WIR, Pucrto Rico Spanish colonial regiment,
Santo Domingo Spanish volunteers and militias,

28 January 6 February 1810
Guadeloupe from the French: RA; RMA] 13 It
det, 15 I, 25 I't, 63 Fr det, 90 Fr, T WIR (Light
cov) 2 WIR (Laght cov), 3 WIR (lLight coy), 4
WIR, 6 WIR, 8 WIR, Roval West India Rangers,
Roval York Rangers, York LI Vols.

15 & 21 February — Surrender of St. Martins

Capture of

and St. Fustatius by the French and Dutch: RA,
RMA, 25 Fr, 4 WIR (1 coy).
6 April 1814

of the French and goes into exile at Elba. Hostilities

Napoleon abdicates as Fmperor

cease.

1 March 1815
provokes war with Great Britain and her allies.
Defeated by the Duke of Wellington at Waterloo
on June 18, he abdicates four davs later and is
exiled to the British island colony of St. Helena in
the South Atlantic,

9-10 August — Capture of Guadcloupe, which
had rallicd to Napolcon: RA, 15 Fr, 25 I't, 63 Iy,
Roval West India Rangers, Roval York Rangers,
York Chasseurs.

Napoleon’s return to France

BRITISH ARMY
WEST INDIAN
DRESS

The uniforms of 18th-century British troops were
hardly suitable for the tropics, but there were few
attempts to adapt them. The only concession was
the use of linen trousers in the West

instead of breeches and long gaiters during the

Indies

1780s. Various suggestions were made to adopt
more suitable items such as round hats, of white
or black felt, and, in 1791, mfantry recruits for
West and Fast Indies were issued a round hat, a
sleeved red jacket with regimental buttons and
collar, cuffs and shoulder straps in the facing
colour and a pair of gaiter-trousers. These items
were to be worn until the recruits joined their
regiment. However, thousands of soldiers also
reached the West Indies wearing much the same
dress as thev would in Europe, with predictable
effect, as medical officers would soon report.

[mprovements were sought and, in Mav 1795, sol-
diers going to serve in the West Indies were to
have the following kit: *a round hat as 1s furnished
to recruits on foreign service, a plain red jacket so
made to button close to the body and to have a
stand up collar, under flannel waistcoat and draw-



—

ers of the same [flannel], a pair of woollen
trousers to button over the shoes like a gaiter, 2
shirts, 2 pairs of flannel socks, 1 black leather
stock, 1 knapsack or pack.” In the autumn of 1795,
a medical board further recommended that the
tens of thousands of soldiers sent with Sir Ralph
Abercrombie have round hats, the regimental coats
with the tails shortened and Russia duck gaiter-
trousers. Later, the 1802 regulations noted that, in
the West Indies, the coats of sergeants and men
were the same as in Furope, but without lining,
and that they also had a pair of white linen
trousers instead of breeches and long gaiters. On 7
July 1810, a circular ordered corps serving in West
Indics to have gaiter-trousers of blue serge instead
of white duck or linen. Highlanders posted in the
West Indies were to have similar tropical clothing
instead of kilts and trews. The undress consisted

of a white round jacket with collar and culls of

the regimental facing colour, white pantaloons and
short gaiters.

From 1800, the hats were replaced by the regu-
lation *stovepipe’ shakos and there appears to have
been no peculiar model for troops in the tropics.
The *Belgic’ shako, introduced in 1812, had a spe-
cial model for troops in the tropics made of white
felt, but this experiment was a failure. On 12
October 1813, a circular announced that the white
shakos furnished for infantry i the East and West
Indies were liable o damage from mildew and
moths and would be discontinued and replaced by
the standard shakos of black felt.

Throughout the period, officers, who were sup-
posed to wear bicorns and long-tailed coats on duty,
had their own unofficial order of dress m the West
Indies besides the regulation uniform. This con-
sisted of round hats and short-tailed jackets with
white linen pantaloons and boots or half-boots.

For cavalry too, service in the West Indies
brought about changes. The 20th Jamaica Light
Dragoons used light-weight camblet cloaks which
were officially approved for all cavalry in January
1796 as ‘much lighter, & better Calculated to turn
Rain” while the helmets ‘should be made of Tin &
lined with White linen” (WO 3/28). And on 30,
September 1796, light dragoons in the West
Indies were instructed to wear blue pantaloons,

Regimental distinctions for colonial units are

e

Lowenstein's Chasseurs or Legion, vaised i Germany dur-
ing 1795 and sent to the West Indies carly in 1796, Draficd
inte the 5th (Rifle) Battalion, 60th Foot in June 1799,
Black round hat with yellow cockade loop on the upturned
side and a green plume, blue-grey jacket with green collar,
culfs, lapels and turnbacks, brass buttons, white breeches,
black gaiters and armed with a vifle. (Anne S.K. Brown
Vilitary Collection, Brown University, Providence)

given elsewhere in this book; those for numbered
line regiments will be found in Brian Fosten’s

Wellington's Infantry (MAA 114 and 119).

SAINT-
DOMINGUE
(HAITI)

The outbreak of the French Revolution soon
brought political crisis to the French colony of
Saint-Domingue (now Haiti), often called *San
Domingo’ by the British and at that time the
world’s most prosperous colony. Order gradually
collapsed and, in August 1791, the bickering
between various factions of whites, free blacks and
mulattos paled as tens of thousands of black slaves
rose in a vast revolt which laid waste to scores of

9



Rolan's Hussars, an émigré corps raised in 1794 as tmwo reg-
inents amalgamated into one and sent 1o Haiti at the end
of 1795, Devastated by fevers, the renmants were incorpeor-
ated imto the York Hussars in late 1797, They wore a black
visortess shako with white pliome and yellow cords, whie
pelisse with Wlack fur and yellow cords, blue dolnran with
red collar and {'{.r_f_f.;' aid _J'('Huh" n'-‘!f'rf_\‘. blue breeches and
blue sabretache trinmmed yellow, blue valise trimmed yel-
low, white sheepshin over the saddle. (Anne S.K. Brown
Wilitary Collection, Brown University, Providence )

plantations. Planter families and their servants
were often massacred with unspeakable cruelty,
The local assemblies, overwhelmed by the gravity
of the revolt, eventually appealed for help to the
governor of Jamaica. Some assemblvmen even
went so far as to wear black British cockades. In
September 1793, a British force arrived heralding
five of the most tragic vears in Brinsh military
annals. Initally the mtervention went welly after
cight months and about 50 casualtics, the British
controlled about one third of Saint-Domingue
with their headquarters in Port au Prince.

Manyv French rovalist colonists embraced the
British cause and vied to raise auxiliary colonial
corps. General Sir Adam Williamson, British gov-
crnor and  commander-in-chief at  Saint-
Domingue, accepted many offers, perhaps too
many, By the end of 1795, about 40 corps of vari-
ous tvpes existed. The Prince of Wales Regiment,

10

the Roval Tegion of Saint=-Nare, the York Cavalry
and the Marechaussée (2 militarised constabulary
force) were mostly composed of free blacks.
Generally, *Chasscurs” and “Volunteer” units con-
sisted almost entirely of drafted slaves with white
Most
were paid and supplied when on active duty. In

officers. localities also had militias which
December 1793, the colonial forces amounted to
some 11,000 of which about 4,000 were milina-
men. The cost of it all to the British Treasun
became horrendous, reaching as much as £700,000
a month!

There were many reasons for this. Colonels
were allowed to purchase clothing in the West
Indies, which was far more costly than procure-
ment in England, Some corps listed fictitious
men. The Lévion du Sud, also called Leésion de la
Couronne, betore its disbandment, was found to
actually have only 31 officers and men. Tt was
something of a family unit as all of them were
related to one another.

A few officers ar Saint=Mare even had commis-
stons i three or four units. Meanwhile in Mole
Saint-Nicolas, Contades’
a unit looscly inspired

the NMarquis de
Gendarmes royaux anglais
by the Gendarmes of the French roval guard and,
no doubt, wearing its scarlet uniforms laced with
silver — was, for a time, paid above the British
rate and had double the required number of offi-
cers. The snobbish Gendarmes even formented a
rebellion i carly 1795, but were not disbanded.

At the same time, about 23,000 British and for-
cign troops in British pay poured into Haiu. Over
three out of five died from malaria and vellow
fever. Most British troops served in cities but the
war in Haiti consisted mostly of countryside
ambushes where, i spite of the good service of
black chasseurs, the enormous amounts of money
spent and the many regiments sent from Furope,
the leader of the rebelling slaves, Toussaint
['Ouverture slowly gained the advantage.

In 1796-1797, General John Simcoe reduced
the number of units to cut costs and reorganised
the forces, but it was too late. His successor,
General Mamtland, faced a desperate situation, In
March 1798, when the defence Tine of Arcahave
collapsed, the British were forced to evacuate
Saint-Mare and Port au Prince in May to Jeremie

L



and Mole Saint-Nicolas. From there the Britsh
forces, including many black soldiers, were evacu-
ated to Jamaica during the summer and autumn.
The disastrous British intervention had cost about
14,000 officers and men and a king's ransom.

The main units raised during the Brinish inter-
vention were as follows:

Dillon’s Regiment
When the British arrived ar Mole Saint-Nicolas in
September 1793, the 2nd Battalion of the 87th
French line infantry regiment (formerly Dillon’s
Irish) was in garrison, much weakened by sickness

and demoralised by French revolutionary politics.
Under the influence of Major O'Farrel, the battal-
ion surrendered and most of its officers and men
joined the British service forming a small corps of
about 180 under its original name of *Dillon™. It

gave very good service, notably being “firm as a

rock” repulsing the enemy attack on Saint-Mare in

Hompesch's Lisht Infantry, also called Fusiliers and
Chassenrs. Recruited in Germany during 1796, the regiment
arrived in Martinigue over Y00 strong early in 1797, parti-
cipated in the capture of Trividad wherve it was left i gar-
vison until December when sent to Antigua. Tn April 1798,
ity 545 officers and men were ineorporated into the 2nd and
Sth battalions, 60t Foot. Rownd fat with ved twrban,
bearskin crest and green plune, green jacket with red col-
lar, enffs, lapels and twrnbacks, pewter buttons, white
waisteoat, green pantaloons piped red, armed with rifles.
{Aune S.K. Brown Military Collection, Brown Unizersity,
Providence)

September 1794, but its numbers were constantly
shrinking duc to casualtics and sickness. Only 38
were left by August 1795 and, while some recruits
raised the unit to 106 by November, it dwindled

out of existence during 1796, The 11 remaining

officers were sent to other units that November.
Hompeseh's Hussars, Raised in Gevmany during 1799, the T'he uniform was a red coat with red collar, vel-
regoment was send to Haiti i early 1796 over a thowsand low lapels and cuffs, white turnbacks. brass but-
strong but lost W per cent o _f:’i'r'h' and ceased to exist
October 1797, They waore a red visorless shako with white . ’ :
plume and cords, green pelisse with black fur and white white P*“”"l]““”" and short white gaiers,
cords, green dolman with ved collar and cuffs and white
cords, red breeches and sabretache trimoed with white,
wreen housings cdged ved and white, green valise edged red.
(Anne S.K. Brawn Military Collection, Brown Unreersity,
Providence) arm some of their best slaves into a unit com-

tons, white waistcoat. In Hait, it had round hats,

Jean Kina’s Corps/Chasseurs de George 1L
In 1792, the white planters of Tiburon decided to

I
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Yoark Hussars. Raised in 1794 from Germans, the regiment
ways taken on the British establishment and sent to Haiti,
680 strong, arviving in the spring of 1796, 1t gave good ser-
vice but a year later, less than 240 had swrvived the fevers.
Other units werve drafted o it bringing the strength up. It
mays evacuated to Jamairca in 1798, sent to England a year
later and disbanded in July 1802, They wore a black visor-
less shako with white cord and plume, green pelisse with
black fir and white cords, red dolman with green cuffs and
collar and white cords, red breeches and valise laced white.
{Anne S.K. Brown Military Collection, Brown University,
Providence)

manded by the ablest of them: Jean Kina. It was
soon the terror of revolted slaves hiding in the
nearby mountains, its usual strength around 200
men. When the British arrived at Les Irois, in late
1793, they came into contact with Kina's Corps,
alrcady renowned for its successes i *bush fight-
ing warfare’. Captain Colville reported in October
that the corps’ appearance was ‘supposed very
grotesque — instead of Drums and Fifes they used
Banger and Coromante flute, the musical instru-
ments of their native country. Some had fircarms,
others bill hooks fastened to long poles and plan-
tation watchmen’s hangers and were generally
attired 1 their osnaburgh frocks.” Kina's Corps
was taken into British pay, issued with clothing
and arms, deploved against the French black
Republican forces and captured Tiburon in

February 1794, Tt was part of the garrison of

Tiburon in December when its fort was besieged
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and bombarded. When a shell exploded in the
trench where Kina’s men were huddling, panic
spread and 450 men fled out of the fort heading
for the hills but fell into an ambush near Tes Trois

where 300 were killed — the worst British disas-
ter of their five years in Haiti.

The remnants of the corps were then posted at
Port au Prince, and were eventually reorganised as
Chassewrs de George 111 made up of two compa-

Bouilleé's Ulhans britanniques. They were forned by
Marguis Lowis de Bowillé in November 1793, this émigreé
cavalry corps, which was composed maostly of Germans,
was sent to Haite in early 1796, On 27 August, its four
companies were ordered to be incorporated imto
Wontalembert's Légion britanniques de Saint-
Domingue. They wore a white lancer cap with black fur,

pyellow cords and ved plume, ved jacket with green collar,

cuffs and turnbacks, yellow braid, brass buttons, green
watsteoal and trousers laced yellow, green housings and
valise edged red, white sheepskin, yellow and ved lance
pennant. (Anne S.K. Brown Military Collection, Brown
University, Providence)
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nies. In June 1797, it carried out a successful
attack on the outposts of Lcogane. In the sum-
mer of 1798, it had 185 officers and men at Mole
Saint-Nicolas, many of whom were evacuated to
Jamaica with their commander on 1 October
1798.

Legion de la Grande Anse

Raised among white colonists and possibly some
free mulattos in south-western Haiti from 11
September 1793 by the Canadian-born baron
Jean-Charles de Montalembert to support the
British troops, it had twelve infantry companies,
two artillery companies and a cavalry detachment.
[t numbered about a thousand men. The legion,
one of the most dependable and best disciplined
of the carly local units in British service, was in
many actions, including the capture of Port au
Prince and the defence of Leogane in 1794, where
it served with distinction. In early 1795, 1t formed
the basis of Montalembert’s new Legion britannigue
de Saint-Domingue.

Dessource’s Volunteers or Legion
Raised in late 1793 in the Saint-Mare area by
Claude Bruno Dessource, a former officer in the
Prince French colonial

Port au regiment,

Dessource’s Volunteers consisted of slaves with

white officers divided into ten companies of

infantry, two of dragoons and one of artillery. It
gave outstanding service in many engagements,
notably in repulsing the attack on Saint-NMarc’s on
14/15 April 1795, It *performed to the admiration
of the whole garrison” and the corps was awarded
a pair of colours by General Williamson. Tt was
evacuated to Jamaica in August 1798,

Légion d’York
Not to be confused with the York THussars, this
unit was raised at I Arcahave, Haity in carly 1794
by Jean-Baptiste Lapointe, mavor and commander
of the town’s National Guard (a ruthless local dic-
tator promoted general by the British). The
Guard, recruited from free blacks and mulattos,
formed the nucleus of this corps. By December
1795, it was a mounted unit, the Duke of York’s
Cavalry Regiment, of about 240 officers and men.

By June 1797, it was a legion consisting of a dra-

La Towr's Royal ["',lr-.l|1j_fcr or Royal Foreweners, over 1,000
strong, was sent to St. Lucia and Grenada in earvly 1796
and ticorporated at Grenada and Barbados into the 60th
Foot and the Foreign Avtillery in February 17985,
Grenadiers had fur caps with white plume and cords,

.J'rf.f.\'-‘ll'rr';'r_\' a hicorn, blue coatee with red ;'HHHI', black trr.‘ﬂn’f.\'

and cuffs, white lace, pewter buttons, white waisteoat and
blue breeches. Round hat, no lace and white breeches on
service in the West Indies. (C.C.P. Lawson after C. 1.
Smith sketehes, Journal of the Society for Army
Historical Rescarch, 1944)

goon regiment of 327 officers and men divided
into five troops with some auxiliary infantry and
artillerv. It was a well-disciplined unit and was
involved in many victorious engagements. Most
officers and men appear to have evacuated to

Jamaica with Lapointe in 1798, The unit was said

to have worn the ‘scarlet uniform of the Briush’.
By regulations of 23 June 1797, colonial dragoons
had a uniform jacket, a Russia duck stable jacket,
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Buttons of émigre wnits found in Grenada. Av left a brass
button, probably for an offrcer and once silvered, of Roval
Etranger. Cromn over RE and the émieré's motto: TOU-
JOURS FIDELES AU ROl (Always faithful to the king).
It contre a brass button with RL, for Royal Licgois,
renamed Roval Liranger in late 1795, At right, a pewter
hutton of Prince Salm Kybowrg's regiment which was
drafted into Roval Lxranger. (Don Troiani collection)

cloth pantaloons, a hat or helmet, half boots, a
large cloak, shirts, socks, shoes and a stock.

L.égion britannique de Saint-Domingue
(Montalembert’s)
Authorised raised in British regular service on 9
December 1794 as the Chasseurs britanniques de
Satnt-Domingue, 1t consisted of ten infantry and
two artillers companies, amounting to some 1200
officers and men. Under the command of Baron
de Montalembert, it incorporated the Levion de la
Grande Anse in Haiti and recruits from Europe. In
December 1795, Charmilly™s Clhans brivanmigues de
Saint-Domingue were incorporated into this unit,
In June 1796, the corps was re-organised as a
legion with ten companies of infantry, six of cav-
alry and two of artllery, and renamed Légion bri-
tanmigue de Sami-Doningue. On 27 August 1790,
Bowlles Ulhan britannigues, a four-company corps
of emigres, was  also  incorporated into
Montalembert’s corps. But, in spite ol drafts from
Furope, the legion was depleted by fever and
casualtics  to 600  men.
Montalembert, *hardly a single dayv passed without

According  to

our engaging the enemy and the corps being
always cither dispersed in the advanced posts, or
placed at the head of attacking columns’ (Simeoc
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Papers). The corps was finally discontinued as of

25 Junce 1797, The remnants formed an indepen-
dent troop of dragoons. The black auxiliary com-
panics being incorporated into Dessource’s, and
the white companics became Grenadiers britan-
nigques de Sami-Dominene until the evacuation from
Haiti in October 1798, The uniform consisted of a
round hat, a red coatee with red collar, vellon
half=lapels, plain black cuffs with two small but-
tons under, white turnbacks, white metal buttons,
white waistcoat and pantaloons, white accou-
trements. The officers had the same uniform with
silver epaulettes and buttons, a crimson sash and a
small black plumc on the round hat. The cavalry
continued to wear the uniform of Charmilly’s
Ulhans. The artillery uniform is unknown,

Ulhans britanniques de Saint-Domingue
(Charmilly’s)
Authorised raised in British regular service On 9
December 1794, it was to consist of ten companies
totalling 650 officers and men to be raised in

ourope for service in Haiti under the command of

Pierre-Frangois Venault de Charmilly, formerly
licutenant-colonel of the Legion de la Grande Anse.
About 360 men were raised, mostlyv ex-French
prisoners of war, and sent to Haiti during 1795 to
join about 75 cavaleymen from the Légion de la
Grande Anse incorporated into the Ulhans. The
corps was stll 200 men short and was ordered
incorporated to Montalembert’s Lécion britannique
de Saint-Domingue on 8 December 1795, The
uniform consisted of the British “Tarleton’ light
dragoon helmet of black leather with black
bearskin crest, red turban, black cockade and
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white plume; red coatee with red collar; yellow
lapels with seven buttons cach, black cuffs; blue
turnbacks, white metal buttons; blue waistcoat and
breeches and also linen pantaloons; light dragoon
boots; cavalry cape; white accoutrements; and light
cavalry saddlery. The Ulhans were armed with the
light cavalry sabre, a pair pistols and a carbine but
had no Tances.

BLACK
CHASSEURS

The terrible losses to the British army due to
malaria and vellow fever drove the authorities to
seek almost desperate solutions to find men 1o
fight Toussaint ['Ouverture’s French republican
armics of freed blacks. The obvious answer was to
raise units of armed black slaves to act as rangers,
called Chasseurs in Saint-Domingue. The good
performance of black corps, such as Kina's and
Dessources, led General Williamson to order a
general levy of Chassenrs corps on 26 June 1795,
The order decreed that one of every fifteen
plantation slaves be drafted to form Chasseurs
corps in the various parishes, the owners being
compensated by government at the generous rate
of £2,000 per man. These slaves would gain their
freecdom after five vears of service. While they
served, they were paid and fed as British soldiers
and were allowed prize money as white troops. In
spite of all this, the black soldiers were more cco-
nomical than white soldiers since they did not
have to be transported from Furope and were
much less prone 1o sickness and desertion. Tt was
considered especially urgent to raise Chasseurs
corps at La Grande Anse and, on 3 July, the
Chassenrs de fa Cayenutte and the Chassenrs des
Irots were ordered raised at once. Fach was to
have 5328 blacks in 12 companies, commanded by
white officers. On 28 December 1793, regulations
specified the organisation of all Chassewrs corps to
be of ten companies having cach six officers, 56
other ranks including two sappers, two drummer
and a fifer. Existing cavalry companies were to be
abolished as the Chasseurs were to be only

Private of the Sth (Rifle) Battalion, 60th Foot, authorised
in December 1797 and formed with Hompesch's and
Lomenstein'’s Chasseurs in the West fndies. The wuniform
adopted was a black shako with green plume and cord
arond the top and white wetal bugle badge, green coatee
with rved collar, cufls, turmbacks and piping, green and ved
wings, pewter buttons, dark sky-blue trousers piped red,
black short gaiters with red piping at top, black accou-
tremients. (Plate by P, Reynolds after a skerch by C 1.
Smith)

infantry. From 23 June 1797, cach company had
an establishment of five officers, 87 other ranks
including two drummers and a fifer, but excluding
sappers. From mid-1793, the number of Chasseurs
shot up from about 1,000 to over 4,300 by
December 1795, 6,700 a vear later and about
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6,000 in June 1798, They formed the bulk of the
colonial troops in British Haiti; were deploved in
the countryside and did most of the fighting.
Their early uniforms appear to have been cither
green or red jackets with trousers and round hats.
In July 1795, the Chasseurs des Irous and the
Chasseurs de la Cayemitte were assigned ‘a green
jacket’. From ecarly 1796, there was a basic uni-
form, common to all black Chasseurs units in
Haiti, which would have included Kina’s and
Dessource’s corps. This consisted of a round hat
with a cockade and plume, a red jacket with collar
and cuffs of a facing colour chosen by the colonel,
a shirt and coarse trousers. Sappers in Chassenrs
regiments had a ‘red uniform jacket, a bearskin
grenadier cap and a wide apron of white leather
coming down to the knees” (T81/14). A waisteoat,

a black stock, an extra shirt and an extra pair of

Russia sheeting pantaloons were added in June
1797. Shoes were not generally worn by ‘the beau-
tiful black regiments...who, bare to the knee,
made their way over ground’ that booted
Furopeans would hesitate to tread, recalled a
British military surgeon. They were armed with
muskets and bavonets, had the usual accou-
trements and machetes carried on a waistbelt.,

BLACK REGULAR
TROOPS

Until the 17905, West Indian garrisons were pro-
vided by British line regiments. The only colonial
unit was the 300-strong ‘Carolina Corps’ serving
in the Leeward Islands, said to have been formed
from American lovalist blacks. The advent of war
brought profound changes and many regular units
composed of blacks were now raised.

Pioneers
On 16 October 1793, a Corps of Black Pioncers
‘for the service in the West Indies’ was authorised
raised under the command of Licutenant Colonel
James Chalmers. This unit seems to have evolved
into the *Corps of Black Military Artificers and
Pionecers’. In 1807, its establishment featured a
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Two British sentries in Nassau, Bahamas, probably
grenadiers belonging to the 47th Foot, 1798, They wear a
uniform adapted for the West Indies: black vound hats with
white plume, red short-tailed coatee with white collar, cuffs

and turnbacks — therve is no lace except on the wings, white
metal buttons, white gaiter-trousers, Detail is taken front a
contemporary print. (Anne S.K. Brown Military
Collection, Brown University)

cadre of ten sergeants, 18 corporals and two
drummers drawn from British regiments and 300
black pioneers and 100 black artificers recruited
from criminals ‘guilty of the worst crimes’ and
black soldiers sentenced to death and ‘pardoned
[for] life'. Although under the *Quarter &
Barracks Department’, the British cadres had ‘the
pay and allowances’ of the Corps of Royal

Military Artificers (CO 318/33).

Rangers
The harsh realities of West Indian warfare on
British troops soon dictated the use of blacks as
fighting soldiers in the Leeward and Windward
islands. French rovalist officers led the way in



‘Toth or Buckinghamshive Regt of Foot, undress worn on
the expedition against Survinan in 1804." They wore a
black round hat with black cockade in front and a scarlet
single=breasted coatee with yellow collar and cufls, silver
buttons, no lace, white twnbacks., Note the scarlet shoulder
straps edged with silver lace instead of epandettes. Gold
gorget, crimson sash, white breeches, black boots and tas-
sels, White shoulder sword-belt with silver oval beli-plate,
vilt=hilted sword with black and gilt scabbard, sky blue
water canteen with brown leather sling, white duck haver-
sack, marked ‘16 Regt’. (Watevcolowr by C.C.P. Lawson
after William Loftie. Anne S.K. Brown Military
Collection, Brown University)

raising such units for the British. In 1794,
Druault’s Guadeloupe Rangers were raised in that
island while Gaudin de Soter's Royal Island
Rangers were forming in Martinique. British offi-
cers soon followed suit. In 1795, Caprain Robert
Malcolm raised his Roval Rangers in Martinique.
Lieutenant Colonel James Seton organised the St.
Vincent Rangers. In Grenada, there were the

Loval Black Rangers. Daniel O'Meara’s ‘Black
Corps’ was at St. Lucia, where it was joined by
Druault’s Guadeloupe Rangers in 1796, Both units
saw much action on that island. A corps of *South
American Rangers’ was also raised at Demerara in
1796. Druault’s was sent to Trinidad in 1797
where it recruited anew and became the Trinidad
Rangers. The Tobago Rangers participated in the
failed attempt on San Juan, Puerto Rico, in 1797

These black units, each usually about 200 or
300 men, proved to be very good. Sir John Moore
wrote: ‘In this country much may be made of
black corps...they possess, | think, many excellent
qualities as soldiers, and may with proper atten-
tion become equal to anything. Fven as they are at
present, they are for the West Indies invaluable.”

The Grenada Loval Black Rangers wore round
hats, red jackets with vellow collars and cuffs,
shirts and blue trousers, a dress that must have
been, with some variations, fairly common to most
carly black corps. Some, however, may have been
dressed in white linen like the Demerara South
\merican Rangers. Shoes do not seem to have
been worn, at least not in the field.

Garrison Infantry
At St. Kitt’s, by an act of 18 April 1795, some
500 slaves were selected to assist in the defence of
the island, a number doubled over the next two
vears. Commanded by planters and drilled every
Saturday, they would mobilise in the event of an
attack. Sir John Moore felt this was ‘a bad mode’
and that blacks should be enlisted as regulars
gaining their freedom at the end of their servicee.
Forty of these slaves did serve full-time with the
British garrison at the Brimstone Hill fortress,
armed with pikes and cutlasses. Their uniform
was a jacket, apparently white, faced with *Red
Cape [collar|, Cuffs and Lapells, two Shirts and
two pair of long Trousers with a Black Hat and
Cockade and with a Belt for a Cutlass’ (CO
240/14). In Dominica, the 230-strong loyal
Dominica Regiment was ‘embodied, armed and
disciplined’ in December 1795 by drafting 2
cent of the island’s slaves (WO 1/82). They were
‘to be armed and cloathed as soldiers’ (CO
73/10). The uniform is unknown but the officers

per

had gilt buttons marked with GR and the regi-
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Painting said 1o vepresent Licutenant Colonel Boyd
Wannighant with two black soldiers, c1796. The officer at
centre=left wears a scarlet jacket with yellow cuffs and col-
lar, silver buttons and lace, crimson sash, blue pantaloons,
and a vound hat with bearskin crest and white over red
plume. The black soldier on the right is holding a pike and
carvying a sword is a sergeant dressed in red with yellow
collar and cuffs, white lace, white metal buttons, ved sash,
blue pantaloons with warvom ved stripe, round hat with
bearvskin crest and white over red ;‘)/HHH'. The black soldier
in the middle towards the back wears a black cap with a
white metal star plate, blue jacket with red pointed cuff
and collar, white metal buttons, white or buff gaiter-
trausers, white accoutrements with brass oval belt-plate.

{ Manningham pervished in Haiti. Rifle Brigade Museum.
. Y. Carman photo)

ment’s name. Weapons consisted of muskets with
bavonets and many probably carried machetes.

West India Regiments
The military authorities soon recognised the need
for entirely black regiments in the British army.
Despite much opposition from the various island
legislatures, commissions were issued to colonels
1795 to raise cight such regiments, cach to be
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commanded by white officers and NCOs, Fach
regiment was also to have a troop of light dra-
goons but, although officers were commissioned,
few, if any, were actually raised. The first two
regiments, Whyte's (numbered Ist in 1798) and
Myer's (2nd), were commissioned on 24 April,
followed by Keppel’s (3rd), Nicolls (4th) and
[Howe's (5th) on 20 NMay, Whitelocke's (6th) on 1
September, Lewe’s (7th) and Skerrett’s on 15
September.  Recruiting for these first cight regi-
ments was slow, in 1796 Skerrett's was disbanded.
The Carolina Corps and Malcolm’s Roval Rangers
were ordered incorporated into Whyte's and the
St. Vincent Rangers into Myer’s. Several regi-
ments were also to be raised in Saint-Domingue
but very few Haitians were actually enlisted.
Colonial authorities feared that some of those
recruits would spread revolutionary ideas to the
British islands. Only cadres of Keppel's and
Howe's were shuffled back and forth between

Jamaica and Haiti between 1795 and 1797, It

seems only Lewe’s served permanently in Haiti, at
Mole Saint-Nicolas, during 1796 and 1797,

The purchase of West African slaves was used
to fill the ranks along with the incorporation of
additional black corps. In 1798, five more regi-
ments were commissioned. The 8th West India
Regiment was authorised on 25 June by incorpo-
rating Cochrane-Johnstone’s Loval Dominica
Regiment in August, the 9th incorporated the
Trinidad Rangers, the 10th Soter’s Island
Rangers, the 1lth the South American Rangers
and the 12th O’Meara’s Rangers. Reductions came
following peace in 1802, The 8th was disbanded,
the 9th, 10th and 12th were drafted into the 7th,
the T1th into a new 8th. From 1804, the regi-
ments had ten companies each, including flank
companies. Fight West India regiments existed
until 1816 when the 7th and 8th were disbanded,
the 5th and 6th being reduced the following vear
and the 3rd and 4th in 1819,

A great fear of both the planters and the military
authorities was that black soldiers would turn their
weapons against their Furopean officers and revolt,
But such incidents proved rare. When they
occurred they were due to gross mismanagement or
misunderstanding by the officers. The worst case
was the mutiny of the 8th West India Regiment in
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Centre of the colours of the
fth West India Regiment,
1798 — yellow field, red
oval at centre surrounded by
a blue garter. Soldiers wore
red coats faced yellow with
round hats with fur crest,
white waistcoat and
breeches, white accou-
trements. (National Arny
Musewm, London, 1321)

Dominica during 1802, Colonel, Andrew Cochrance-
Johnstone, was a corrupt rogue and tyrant who used
his black soldiers as slaves to build up his estate,
misappropriated funds and even kept a harem of
black girls. In April, with arrcars in pay of up to six
months and ignorant of any other form of protest,
part of the regiment mutinied at Fort Shirley mur-
dering some of its officers. The revolt was bloodily
put down by the Ist and 68th regiments, Royal
Marines, secamen and Dominica militiamen. The 8th
was disbanded but subsequent inquiries revealed
Cochrane-Johnstone's exploitation and confirmed
that, if treated fairly, the black troops were less
prone to desertion and drink than Furopeans and
made excellent soldiers.

UNIFORMS OF
THE WEST INDIA
REGIMENTS

Little is known about the first uniforms of the
West India regiments. The only solid indications

are from figures of black soldiers shown on the
remnants of the colours of the 4th West India
Regiment. They are shown wearing black round
hats with the brim edged with white lace, a black
crest over the crown and a white plume; red coa-
tee with vellow collar, cuffs and long lapels, white
turnbacks, vellow epaulettes with fringes or tufts;
tight white pantaloons tucked into black half-
gaiters; white cross-belts with a brass oval belt-
plate. This was likely typical of the uniforms worn
from 1793 to about 1800 but the accoutrements
mayv have been black in some of the other regi-
ments. The 5th and 6th, however, were issued
with white Russia Duck frocks and trousers, pos-
sibly round hats and woollen caps at that period
and the 11th was also initially dressed in white,
The compilation known as the 7802 Clothing
Regulations, probably drafted between 1799 and
1802, gives the first extensive details on the uni-
forms of the 12 West India regiments. This called
for a red jacket with red collar, the shoulder
straps, small ‘half” lapels and pointed cufts of the
facing colour, very short skirts which sloped off
behind with no turnbacks. The half lapels each
had three buttons and laced butronholes, with
cight small buttons below, two buttons under cach
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cutt, one button and laced buttonhole on each side
of the collar. Regimental lace edged the collar all
around, the shoulder straps and the top of the

cufts and was used for the buttonholes of the half

lapels and collar. Small white metal buttons were
used. Sergeants had the same jacket but in scarlet
cloth with white silk lace. The accoutrements
were black.

The half lapels were imtially fairly square, three
inches wide at the bottom and four inches at the
top, but Smith's drawing of a soldier of the Ist in
¢1808, and his plate of the 5th in 1814, shows
them having become more rounded and pointing
lower down. There were fewer buttons below the
lapels. He also shows the line infantry’s straight
cuffs with buttons and buttonhole lace, and no
lace or button on the collar,

Drummers had the same type of jacket but in
the facing colour with red half lapels; cuffs, shoul-
der straps and wings. The lace was set as before
and, in addition, at the seams and the wings. The

drummer’s lace was ‘white and in the option of

the Colonel” according to the 1802 Regulations,
Soldiers of the West India regiments were not

issucd with waistcoats but with two pairs of white

July 1810, this

was ordered changed to blue serge gaiter-trousers.

duck gaiter-trousers vearly. On 7

Round hats were worn until 1803 and shakos
issued every second vear after that. These were the
stovepipe shako and the *Belgic' shako issued from
1812-1813.

The black accoutrements were ordered changed
to white on 17 October 1803 but it took many
vears, perhaps until as late as 1812) before this
change was completed. Undress consisted of white
round jackets with collar and cufts of the facing
colour, loose white trousers and probably a fatigue
cap. Shoes were issued yearly but the men were
often more comfortable n bare feet.

Officers were to have, according to the 1802
Regulations, a scarlet coat with a scarlet collar,
‘half” lapels and cufts of the facing colour, the rest
trimmed as the coats of line infantry officers,
including long tails and white turnbacks. This was
apparently not always closely followed after 1803
and while officers of the 4th, 5thy 6th and Sth are
known to have had scarlet collars, those of the
2nd had collars of the facing colour with the coats
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Private soldier of a West India regiment, 1803, second from
left, possibly the carliest printed rvepresentation of these
troops. From De Bosset's wniform chart. (Anne S.K. Brown
WMilitary Collection, Brown University)

being cut in similar fashion to those of line
infantry officers. All wore white waistcoats and
breeches or pantaloons, boots, bicorn hats and also
wore round hats in undress.

The distinctions of the West India regiments
were as follows:

Ist: white facings; men’s lace white with a black
line; officer’s lace silver.

2nd: vellow facings; men’s lace white with a
green, vellow and purple line (1802), a black and a
vellow hine (1814); officer’s lace gold.

rd: vellow facings; men’s lace white with a
wide black line; officer’s lace silver,

4th: vellow facings; men’s lace white with a blue
line between two vellow lines; officer’s lace silver.

Sthe green facings, men’s lace plain white; offi-
cer’s lace gold.

Oth: vellow facings; men’s lace white with a
black line; officer’s lace silver.

Jth: vellow facings; men’s lace white with a
brown, vellow and scarlet Tine (1802), with a black
and vellow line (1814); officer’s lace silver.

Sth (1798-1802): grev or Prench greyv facings;
men's lace white with a red, vellow and black line;
officer’s lace unknown but probably gold as in the
Loval Dominica Regiment.



Sth (1803-1816): green facings; men's lace plain
white; officer’s lace gold.

9th (1798-1802): vellow facings; men’s lace
white with two blue and a vellow line; officer’s
lace unknown.

10th (1798-1802): buff facings; men's lace white
with a scarlet and black edge; officer’s lace
unknown.

11th (1798-1802): grcen facings; men’s lace
white with a narrow green edge; officer’s lace
unknown,

12th (1798-1802): bufl” facings; men’s lace white
with a scarlet and black edge; officer’s lace
unknown.

The men’s lace 1s indicated as set evenly with
square ends for all regiments but Pearse’s tailoring
notes of ¢1810 mention poimnted lace for the men
and drummers of the 3rd West India Regiment.

Surinam Chasscurs

A corps of Neger Irikops or Jagers (black chas-
seurs or rangers) of 300 free blacks was raised by
the Dutch in 1772 to serve against maroons in the
interior of the colony and seems to have been kept
in service during the first British occupation
(1799-1802). After Surinam’s recapture in NMay
1804, the black corps was incorporated into the
new Surinam Chasseurs and formed three of its
five companies. Fach company had 110 men
including five white sergeants and a bugler led by
four European officers. A mutiny of a 20-man
detachment at the outpost of Oranjebo occurred
on 7 September 1803, spread to several other out-
posts resulting in about 80 black chasseurs joining
the maroons. The subsequent inguiry arrived at
the conclusion that the mutiny had been caused
by maroons enlisted into the corps. The black
FJavers were nicknamed redimusu, for the red caps
they wore and do not seem to have had a proper
uniform until they were reorganised by the Dutch
as the *Colonial Guides™ in 1818,

Martinique Brigades
Two small ranger corps called ‘brigades’ of five to
cight free black men cach were organised i 1810 to
chase maroons in the interior of Martinique. Fach
was armed with a musket and a sabre and wore a
blue jacket, a shirt, linen trousers and shocs.

Black Garrison Companics
Ist company formed at Jamaica on 1 August 1813,
from black soldiers of the 2nd, 5th and 7th West
India regiments who were unfit for active serviee
but equal to garrison duty. It was disbanded in
Trinidad on 24 August 1817,
formed at Curagao on 25 June 1815, from the 5th

2nd company

and 7th West India regiment with Furopean offi-
cers and NCOs from the disbanded 2nd Furopean
company and transferred to Jamaica in March
1816, disbanded on 24 July 1817,
the line infantry: shako, red coatee with white col-

Uniforms as

Surgeon's coat of the 4th West India Regiment, c1803-1512,
1t ix scarlet with yellow collar and cuffs, white tnrnbacks,
sifver buttons, twist cord at buttonholes. Swrgeons did ot
have lapels. (Glenbow Musenm Collection, Calgary,
1herta)




Sketch of the officer’s silver belt-plate of the 4th West
India Regiment, c1796-1815. (Army Musewms Ogilhy
Trust, London)

lar, cuffs, shoulder straps and turnbacks; plain
white lace, square ended and set evenly; white
metal buttons. Officers had silver lace.

Dominica Rangers
The corps was formed in early 1814 by drafting free
blacks to chase runaway slaves and maroons who
were making the island of Dominica *verv far from
tranquil’. By March 1814, they had destroved many
maroon camps in the woods but the problem was
never quite settled and the Dominica Rangers
existed until the abolition of slavery.

EUROPEAN
COLONIAL
TROOPS

Dutch Emigrant Artillery (Nacquard’s)
This unit was formed in England during 1795
with refugee Dutch artllervmen under the com-
mand of Major LA de Nacquard. Tts two com-
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panies, totalling 199 officers and men, were sent
to Haitt i Apnl 1796, and posted to the Mole
and Port au Prince. But they were reduced by vel-
low fever to just 39 by August 1797, Reinforced
by recruits, detachments were involved in various
skirmishes and in the recapture of Mirebalais and
Grand Bois. Thev were evacuated to Jamaica in
September 1798 where a third company joined the
unit in December 1799, The corps was posted to
Port Royal with a detachment in the Bahamas.
Fevers continued to shrink its strength and the
remnants were eventually amalgamated into the
Royal Foreign Arullery mn 1803, In 1796, the uni-
form included a blue jacket, probably faced red, a
blue waistcoat, blue pantaloons, a grev round hat

Fusign P. Innes, Sth West India Regiment, 1808, He wears
a a black round hat with white over red plume and a scar-
let coat with scarlet collar and green lapels, white piping,

gold epaulettes and buttons, crimson sash, white shoulder-

belt with gilt plate. Silhowette by Buncombe. (National
Arney Musewm, London, 12564)




with black feather and cockade, a greatcoat, gaiters
and a stock. Bombardiers had yellow epaulettes,
corporals had a loop on their hats, sergeants had a
gold band and loop, officers had a red and gold
cord on their hats. All carried swords with red
and orange sword knots. They also had white
duck forage caps, jackets and sleeveless waistcoats.

Dutch colonial troops in British service
The Loval Orange Battalion (Van Well’s) was
formed in April 1796, shortly after the surrender
of Demerara, with Dutch colonial soldiers taken
into British pay and formed into a four-company
battalion which then formed part of the British
garrison of Demerara and Berbice. They continued
to wear the Dutch uniform consisting of a single-
breasted blue short jacket with scarlet cuffs and
collar. The 22-man artillery detachment had blue
slop jackets.

The garrison of Surinam was also taken into
British pay in September 1799, and formed into a
Roval Dutch Battalion (Coehorn’s) and two com-

panies of Roval Dutch Artillery. A portrait of

Colonel de Cochorn shows him in scarlet faced
blue with silver lace, the letters R.D. (Roval
Dutch) at the centre of a garter star on the silver
epaulettes. The Royal Dutch Artillery had the
same uniform as the Roval Artllery except for
round hats with white plumes in front according to
Hamilton Smith’s notes. The garrison of Curagao
was taken into British service as well from
September 1800, These units remained in British
service until December 1802 when the occupied
colonies were returned to Holland.

Foreign Artillery, Independent Companies of
When sent to the West Indies, La Tour’s Royal-
Etranger regiment and Lowenstein’s Fusiliers cach
had an artillery company. In February and April
1798 they were drafted into a new loreign
Artillery corps as independent companies and sta-
tioned in Martinique with detachments at
Trinidad, Tobago and St. Lucia. In June 1802
the 2nd company was transferred to Grenada. The
majority of the men were Dutch and German
while the officers were French emigres. These
companies were used to form the Royal Foreign
Artillery in 1803, The uniform was probably the

F 9

Private of the 5th West India Regiment. Agua-tint by
Charles Hamiilton Smith published on 2 Januwary 18514, The
private wears a black shako with brass plate, white cords
and white over ved plime, ved jacket with ved collar, green
half-lapels, cuffs and shoulder straps, white lace and
pewter buttons, and blue sevge gaiter-trousers. In the back-
ground, a soldier wearing the regimental ved jacket but
with white pantaloons and gaiters with another soldier in
the undress white jacket with green collar and cuffs. (Anne
S K. Brown Military Collection, Brown University,
Providence)

same as the uniform worn by the Royval Artillery.

Royval Foreign Artillery
The corps was formed during March 1803 by
incorporating various independent artillery units
in the West Indies. It was to consist of three com-
panies, known by their captain’s names, under the
command of Major de Nacquard, formerly of the
Dutch Emigrant Artillery. A fourth company was
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Wajor Edwavd Carey Fleming, Znd West India Regiment,
INIS. He wears a scarlet coat with I}'i.‘l".l"fl”-' collar, cold
cpaulettes and buttons. (National Avimy Musewm, London,
1016)

added in April 1806, but staved as a depot in
[ymington, England. Fach company was to have
144 men plus three staft giving a total of 579 ofh-
cers and men, but the actual strength was usually
between 400 and 500

Most of the officers were French emigres while
the men were usually Dutchmen or Germans,
Capt. Prevost company was posted at T'rimidad
with detachments at St. Lucia, Barbados, Grenada
and St. Vincent. Capt. de Menard’s was 1n
Jamaica with a detachment in Honduras, Capt. de
Velliey’s was at St Vincent with a detachment at
Grenada, Detachments participated in campaigns
against the French islands. The corps returned
from the West Indies to Lymington on 26 October
1816 and was disbanded there on 31 January 1817,
The untform was similar to that worn by the
Roval Artillery.
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York Light Infantry Volunteers
The regiment was formed in Barbados during the
autumn of 1803 from the soldiers of the captured
Dutch garrisons of Demerara, Esscquebo and
Berbice who volunteered into British service.
Later on, French deserters from Spain were sent
to the corps. Most officers were British, First
called the *Barbados Volunteer Emigrants’, the
unit’s name was changed to York Light Infantry
Volunteers m January 1804, Tt served in Barbados
and Dominica, took part in the capture of
Martinique and Guadeloupe in 1809 and 1810,
Afterwards 1t was posted to Barbados and
Antigua, then in 1814, sent to Jamaica. The uni-
form was based on that of the 95th Rifles: green
jacket with black collar, cufts and shoulder straps
all edged with white lace, three rows of white
metal buttons and green pantaloons. The regiment
apparently had drummers rather than buglers as it
required six drums in 1813, The officer’s dolman
was green with black collar and cuffs and trimmed
with three rows of silver buttons. The cords and
embroidery were probably black. The corps ini-
tially had the black stovepipe shako, most likely
with a bugle badge, but wore the infantry “Belgice!

Lir afficer’s belt-plate design for the 3rd West India
Regiment, 1815, 1t is made [rom silver with gilt mount-
mes. As the Srd called itself the ‘Prince ulf Wales' West
India Regiment it used the prince's feather badge and
motto on (s appointments. ( Ay Musewms Ogilby Trust,
London)




1: Ulhans britanniques de Saint-Domingue (Charmilly’s), trooper, 1795
2: Dillon’s Regiment (Saint-Domingue), private, 1793-96
3: Chasseurs des Irois & Chasseurs de la Cayemitte (Saint-Domingue), 1795




I: Legion britannique de Saint-Domingue (Montalembert’s), private, 1795-97
2: Chasseur pioneer (Saint-Domingue), 1796-97
3: Chasseur private (Saint-Domingue), 1796-98




Chasseur or Ranger officer, ¢.1795
Grenada Loval Black Rangers, private, 1796
3: Dominica Militia, artillery ofticer, ¢.1795

1:
2




1: Martinique Militia, artilleryman, 1794-1802
2: 20th (Jamaica) Light Dragoons, trooper, 1796-97
3§ St. Kitts Corps of Embodied Slaves, 1795




.

1: West India regiments, officer, ¢.1801-1803
2: 8th West India Regiment, private, ¢.1801-02
3: 4th West India Regiment, private, ¢.1795-1798




1: St. Kitts Militia, infantry private, 1805-06
2: Dominica Militia, infantry officer, 1805
3: Barbados Militia, Light Company, 1805




1: 1st West India Regiment, private, ¢.1803-1810
2: Royal West India Rangers, bugler, ¢.1810

3: 5th & 8th West India Regiments, sergeant, ¢.1808-12

ey e —




1: Black garrison companies, private, 1813-16
2: Ind West India Regiment, drummer, 1814-16
3: Roval York Rangers, private, 1808-13




shako from December 1813, It 15 shown as white
by Hamilton Smith, but was reported as brown
‘according to the late regulation” by an inspecting
officer (WO 27/118). The regiment had white
accoutrements. In 1817, it was sent to Lngland
and disbanded at Harwich on 19 March.

Furopean Garrison Companics
Formed with men from Furopean colonial regi-
ments in the West Indies that had become unfit
for active service but who could carry out garrison
duties. The Ist company was ordered formed on
25 December 1803, in Jamaica, transferred to
Nassau, Bahamas, in March 1808, returned to
Jamaica in April 1814 where it was disbanded on
24 June I817. The 2nd company was ordered
formed 25 December 1803, in Barbados, trans-
ferred to the Bahamas in June 1808 and sent to
Jamaica in April 1814 to be disbanded. The men
were drafted into the 1st company, officers and
NCOs into the 2nd Black Garrison Company.
Uniforms were as for the line infantry: red coatee
with bluc collar, cufts, shoulder straps and white
turnbacks; white lace with a vellow line, square
ended and set evenly; white metal buttons.
Officers had silver lace.

Surinam Chasscurs

This five-company unit included
Furopeans, cach company having four officers and
110 men including a bugler, apparently recruited
from the former Dutch garrison after the capture

of the colony by the British in 1804, The corps

was commanded by a major assisted by seven stafl

officers (WO 1/150).

Royval West India Rangers
Authorised on 25 October 18006, it was to consist
of eight companies of 100 men cach, formed from
clements of the Roval African Corps. It was sent
to the West Indies the following year, serving at
Antigua, Barbados and St. Kitt's. Augmented to
ten companies in 1807, 1t was a quasi-penal battal-
ion composed mainly of British conviets and the
worst of the French prisoners volunteered from

As per A5 White. According 1o the Public Record Otfice’s Alphabetical Guide to
certain War Office and other Miltary Records (London, 1931). the European Garrison
Companies were raised in Trinidad and the West Indies and disbanded in Barbados
n 1817 and the Bahamas in 1818

two of

Private of the Black Chassewrs of Survinam. Engraving by
William Blake, the celebrated poet who carned his living
as an engraver, after a drawing by Gabriel Stednan for his
Narrative of a Five Years' Expedition Against the
Revolted Negroes of Surinam (London, 1796). Stednian
nated that it was the custom for blacks of both sexes in
Surinam to be naked from the waist up. The chasseurs
often followed this fashion although they seem to have had
short green jackets, They weve also issued with a pair of
breeches, a ved cap and were arnied with a musket and
machete. This appears to have been their dress during the

Sirst (1799-1802) and perhaps the second (18504-18516)

British vecupation of Surinan,

the hulks. Desertion was high and the corps was a
source of anxiety for the authorities. But it gave
cood service in the campaigns against the French
islands. The uniform was based on that of the
60th Rifles: green jacket with red collar, cufls and
shoulder straps all edged with white lace with a
blue line, three rows of white metal buttons and
blue pantaloons. Buglers had the same uniform
but their jackets had wings and were trimmed
with 16 vards of white half-inch lace with a blue
sigzag applied at the secams, edging the cuffs, col-
lar, shoulder straps and sct in zigzag ‘in the mid-
dle of [the] wings and collar’ according to Pearse’s
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Gunners of the Royal Avtillery, 1807, They wore a black
shako with brass plate and white plwme, blue coatee with
red collar and cuffs, yellow lace and brass buttons. The
Royal Foreign Artillery in the West Indies had a similar
wunitform. Print after Atkinson. (Anne S.K. Brown Military
Collection, Brown University, Providence)

tatloring note. The privates’ and buglers’ jackets
apparently only had 20 buttons; probably set in
three rows of six buttons cach with two for the
shoulder straps. Hamilton Smith’s chart shows a
broad white lace edging but this is not indicated
in the tailoring notes. The officer’s dolman was
green with scarlet collar and cuffs and trimmed
with three rows of gilt buttons. The cords and
embroidery were probably black. The corps had
the stovepipe shako, with a stamped brass bugle
badge bearing the letters ROW.LR. The accou-
trements were black, which was ‘calculated to last
any length of time in the [West Indian| climate’
(WO 27/141). In 1819, the regiment left St. Kitt's
for St. John, New Brunswick (Canada), and was
disbanded there in late June.

Royal York Rangers
This regiment became a separate unit of six,
later seven, companies of 100 men each from the
Roval African Corps serving at Guernsev on 25

34

June 1808 and was sent to the West Indies.t It
was composed of condemned men, mostly Irish
and British with some foreigners, who volunteered
to escape the gallows. In spite of its ‘penal battal-
ton’ character, it won praisc from General
Beckwith for 1ts excellent conducet in the campaign
against Guadeloupe and appears to have been a
thoroughly cfficient unit. It was later posted at
Grenada. The uniform was ‘green faced with red’
(WO 3/194), based on that of the 60th Rifles:
green jacket with red collar, cuffs and shoulder
straps all edged with white lace with a blue line,
three rows of white metal buttons and blue pan-
taloons. Buglers had the same uniform but their
jackets had wings and were trimmed with 16
vards of five-cighths of an inch wide lace with a
complicated vellow and black centre with a red
line on white at cach side. This was ‘all round
[the| Jacket Scams, Cuffs, wings, Collar and
Skirts” and set in zigzag ‘in the middle of wings &
collar’ according to Pearse'’s notes. The privates’
and buglers™ jackets apparently only had 20 but-
tons. The officer’s dolman was green with scarlet
collar and cufts and trimmed with three rows of
gilt buttons. The cords and embroidery were
probably black. The corps initially had the
stovepipe shako, most likely with a bugle badge,
but later wore the infantry ‘Belgic’ shako, prob-
ably from 1813, and perhaps of white felt. A sur-
viving ‘Belgic” shako badge has ‘Roval York
Rangers’ on scrolls below the cypher. In 1819, the
regiment was sent to Canada and disbanded at
Halifax on 24 June.

York Chasseurs
Authorised on 5 November 1813, it was formed
on the Isle of Wight, mostly from Irish deserters.
The unit was put into shape by strict discipline
and sent to Barbados and St. Vincent in 1814, By
then, it was considered ‘a most efficient regiment’
with ‘the most united and happy corps of officers
[ ever knew,” according to Captain Joseph
Anderson. In 1815, the regiment formed part of
the expedition to Guadeloupe after which it

' Mot to be confuse
tioned at the Isle ¢
1805. Tha F

with the short-lived York Rangers authonised in July 1803, sta-
porated into the Royal Afncan Corps in March
titled Royal York Ran on 24 Ay
and divided 00 distinct corp 5 June 1B0B. The four compan
‘West Africa re- imea the title Royal Alrican Corps. The six companies at
Guernsey sent to the West Indies retained the title royal York Rangers

.
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returned to St. Vincent. The uniform was as the
60th Rifles: green jacket with red collar, cuffs and
shoulder straps, three rows of white metal buttons
and green pantaloons. Officers had the green dol-
man with scarlet collar and cuffs and trimmed
with three rows of silver buttons, silver cords and
embroidery instead of black. In 1819, the York
Chasseurs were sent from Jamaica to Canada and
disbanded at Quebec on 24 August.

MILITIAS

The various island militias of the British West
Indies generally included all white and free black
able-bodied men. The wealthier white militiamen
usuallv formed cavalry units or officered the foot
troops. As a rule, free black units had white offi-
cers. T'he militiamen were expected to provide
their own weapons, ammunition and uniforms,
and train regularly, usually once a month. The
local legislative assemblies often provided arms
and equipment. In emergencies, some trusted
slaves might also be armed with ‘offensive
weapons' such as pikes or hangers; but not with
fircarms. During the Napoleonic wars, detailed
measures were passed, notably dress regulations
applicable to all, a sign of increased militarisation
of the population during this troubled period.
West Indian militias were not only for protection
against forcign raids and invasions. Evervone from
the rich white planter to the modest free black
feared slave uprisings above evervthing else. So
these militias were also a tvpe of armed constabu-
larv and were often called up for guard duties,
patrols and expeditions against the runaway slaves.

Antigua

the island of Antigua was governed by the most
extensive regulations in the Briush West Indies.
In the 1790s and carly 1800s, it consisted of two
regiments of mfantry, an independent infantry
company, a squadron of dragoons and a battalion
of artillery,

On 18 April 1793, the uniforms were specified
m a long order, outlined here: the men of the Red

From the end of the 17th century, the militia of

Sergeant and private of the York Light Difantry
Polunteers, Agua=tint by Charles Haomilton Smith pub-
lished on 1 December 1813, The sergeant on the left wears
the white wndress jacket with black collar, cuffs and shoul-
der straps, crinison sash, white pantaloons, black gaiters,
white accoutrements, black bonapsack with white belts, brass
hilted hanger. The soldier on the vight wears the regimental

green coatee with black collar, cufls and shoulder straps,

white piping and white metal buttons, green pantaloons
and black varters, White shako with green plume and cords
and brass plate. White accoutrements with brass belt-plate.
(Anne S.K. Brown Military Collection, Brown University,
Providence)

Regiment had a scarlet coat without lapels and ‘no
cuffs” but a scarlet turn-down collar, skirts lined
with brown linen, vellow metal buttons, three but-
tons at the sleeve opening, cross pockets with
three buttons, white waistcoat and breeches, plain
black hat with black cockade. Grenadiers and light
infantry companies had a scarlet jacket with black
velvetr turn-down collar, cuffs (with four buttons
cach) and lapels, vellow metal buttons set in pairs,
and ‘Lord Howe's Trousers’. The men of the
Blue Regiment had the same uniform as the Red
Regiment except that the grenadiers and light
infantry companies had blue collar, cuffs and
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lapels. The men of the Independent Company had
the same uniform as the Red Regiment but the
sergeants had green cuffts and collar. Officers had
scarlet coats with collar, cuffs and lapels, cross
pockets with four buttons, white linen lining,
white waistcoat and breeches, black hat and cock-
ade. The officers of the Red Regiment had black
facings (collar, cuffs and lapels) and gilt buttons
and epaulettes. Those of the Blue Regiment had
blue facings with silver buttons and cpaulettes and
those of the Independent Company had green fac-
ings with gilt buttons marked *A.1.C.". The
Squadron of Dragoons had a scarlet coat, without
lapels, with blue standing collar and round cuffs,
blue shoulder strap laced with gold braid on cach
shoulder, white linen lining, gilt buttons, one on
the cuff and three on the lower sleeve, four to
cach pocket, white waistcoat and breeches, hussar
boots with silver spurs, black hat with black cock-
ade. Dragoon officers had gold laced buttonholes
and epaulettes. The Battalion of Artillery wore a
blue coat with scarlet collar, cuffs and skirts, yel-
low metal buttons, seven on the front ‘set-on one,
two and four’ but none on the cuffs and collar,
plain black hat with gilt button and loop, black
cockade, Lord Howe's trousers. Artillery pioneers
had jackets instead of coats and wore round hats.
Officers had blue coats with scarlet collar, cuffs,
lapels and skirts, gold laced buttonholes,

The very elaborate uniform regulations of 7
December 1805, from which we only can give the
main features, brought up the Antigua Militia to
the latest military fashion. The Red Regiment then
had a red coatee, black collar and cuffs, white lace
set in pairs, white turnbacks, white ‘Lord Howe's’
trousers, black shako with visor, brass plate with
the King's Arms, red over white tuft. Officers had
long-tailed coats with lapels, just like the regulars,
trimmed with gold lace. The Blue Regiment had
the same uniform but with blue facings, officers
also having coats with lapels and silver lace. The
Independent Company had the same but green
facings, its officers having coats with lapels and
gold lace. The Squadron of Dragoons had scarlet
full dress and blue undress uniforms requiring a
long description. The Battalion of Artillery had a
blue coatee with scarlet collar and cufts, gilt but-
tons with three guns, white turnbacks, white
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trousers, ‘Plain Black Harts, Black Cockades, and
White Feathers in front’. Officers had long-tailed
coats with lapels and gold lace.

Bahamas

A Militia Act passed on 16 September 1793
required compulsory enlistment into district mili-
tia companies except for volunteer companies.
Soon, there was a five-hundred-men militia regi-
ment with a Volunteer Artillery Company and a
Troop of Light Dragoons in Nassau. Crooked
Island had an artillery and an infantry company.
Fxuma and Long Island had an infantry company
cach, The infantrymen were armed ‘with a proper
Musket or Fusil and Bavonet, a Cartouch Box’,
or, ‘in lieu of a bayonet, a Cutlass’ and, from
1796, the cavalrymen were to have each a carbine,
a pair of pistols, a broad sword with accou-
trements and saddlery as well as boots and spurs
and ‘the uniform of the... Troop’. Fines were used
to procure ‘I'eathers, Drums, fifes; Colours,
Standards and Trumpets’ (CO 25/8 and 9). The
militia was called out in August 1797 when a
planned slave uprising fomented by ‘French
Negroes' from Haiti was discovered. Following
the declaration of war by the United States in
1812, Militia Acts were passed in January 1813
and Deccember 1814, concentrating on readiness
with weekly parades and drills up to twice a week.
All militiamen were to be dressed in a uniform
consisting of ‘a jacket and overalls...a Hat and
Shoes’ whose colours were decided by the unit
commanders (CO 25/15 and 16). The Turks and
Caico Islands were then dependencies of the
Bahamas.

Barbados
The once powerful militia of Barbados had, by the
end of the 18th century, fallen into some neglect.
The new Militia Act of 7 January 1795 maintained
a troop of Life Guards of 60 troopers, raised over
a century before, and established a regiment of
infantry for cach of the island’s eleven parishes. In
all, this made a force of about 3,300 including
about 400 free blacks. Regiments bore their parish
names (St. George's, St. Ann's; etc.)
the ‘First or Roval Regiment of Militia” at St.
Michael’s parish, which included the capirtal

except for



Brass shako badee of the Royal West India Rangers,
IS, (Dramwing by Don Trotani from fragments at
Nelson's Dockyard Musewm, English Harbour, Antigua )

Bridgetown. Militiamen were to have *a jacket of
such colour as mayv be by the Colonel] regulated, a
black hat, white pantaloons and shoes’ with mus-
ket, bavonet and accoutrements, the more wealthy
being obliged to supply a full suit of regimental
clothing with accoutrements to the less affluent
white inhabitants. Fach regiment was equipped
field (CO 30/16). On 21

December, 1795, 300 militiamen were put on duty

with two guns
for a month. In carly 1805, the presence of a
French fleet in the area brought more legislation,
a corps of Sea Fencibles was also raised among
merchant scamen by Caprain Kempt of the Roval
Navy. Some

Dominica where they behaved well in action.

militiamen were detached to
Although not caring if militamen were “in red or
in grev coats’, the governor proposed a standard
uniform in 1805 consisting of a round hat with
white over red feather for battalion companies,
white for grenadiers and green for light infantry,
‘a red waist jacket’ with blue collar, cutts and pip-
ing which seems to have been worn by some units
(CO 28/73). Militia law later having lapsed, vol-
unteers were organised i April 1808 until a new
law was passed. They had round hats with plumes
as before and red coatees with blue lapels, collars
and cuffs. From January 1809, free blacks were
required to serve in companies of less than forty
men. The  Barbados Militia's uniform was offi-
cially ordered to be: *A red Coatee with blue fac-
ings [lapels], Cape [collar] and Cufts, Yellow
Metal Buttons, a black Hat, Cockade and feather

or Tuft, red at the Base and white above for
Battalion Companies, White for the Grenadiers
and green for the Light Infantry and white
Pantaloons & black Shoes, a white Shirt, black
stock and Armed and accoutred with a Complete
Musket to carry an Once Ball, Bayonet and flint,
and Brush, Belts
Cartouch Box to hold twenty four Cartridges’
(CO 30/19). Officers had gold buttons and lace.
The Life Guards were reported wearing red coats
with much gold lace in the early 18th century and
it secems likely that these wealthy gentlemen tried

Pricker white Cross and

hard to emulate the dress of their London name-

sakes, !

Belize (British Honduras)
I'rom the 17th century, English wood cutters from

Jamaica and their slaves exploited the forests bor-

dering the bay on Honduras. In spite of Spanish
attempts to destroy them, small settlements slowly
took root, the most notable being the town of
Belize. The British government was not anxious
to set up a full-fledged colony there, but
appointed a superintendent reporting to the gover-
nor of Jamaica in the late 18th century. By 1797, a
Spanish attack was feared so the “baymen’ and
their slaves held regular drills. A most unusual
feature in Honduras was the custom allowing
slaves to have firecarms and they were reported to
be superb marksmen. The organisation of these
‘militiamen’ seems to have been rudimentary.
They apparently used their own weapons and had
no uniforms, but they participated in defeating the
Spanish at St. George’s Cay in September 1798,

Curacao (British)

During the British occupation (1807-1816) of this
Dutch colony, able-bodied men were ordered to
enrol in the militia during 1810, but the measure
was widely ignored. Three years later, an artempt
to form three militia artillery companies also met
with little response in spite of repeated orders,
fines and threats, It seems that the settlers showed
no greater inclination to fight for the English than
for the Dutch.

4 By 1841 hoy
form: Blue c
The Barbe




Shako plate of the Royal York Rangers, cIN12-1816.
{Reconstitution from brass fragmenis by Don Troiani)

Demerara (British Guiana)
This Dutch colony was occupied by the British
1796 to 1801 and from 1803,
Briush after the Napoleonic wars and was united

from [t remained
with Essequibo and Berbice to form British
Guvana in 1831, The Dutch seemed pleased to
see the Brinsh arrive and, according to Pinkard’s
Notes on the West Indies, the *Corps of Demerara
Volunteers 1 scarlet uniform’™ was soon parading
with the Britsh troops in 1796-1797. After 1803,
the Demerara militia 1s said to have adopted the
dress of the Tst Foot (Roval Scots): red faced blue
with gold buttons and lace for officers.

Dominica
The milita of the island of Dominica had a large
proportion of planters and traders of French,
Spanish and Italian origin as well as British fami-
lies. It therefore included “all descriptions of white
men’ and free coloured men from 18 to 50 years
of age and was considered in ‘a very respectable
state” by the 1790s. All militamen had to supply
themselves with uniforms but arms and accou-
trements were provided by the island’s govern-
ment. The uniform of the militia infantry was,

according to I Atwood’s History of the Island of

Domtinica, ‘*scarlet coats, with facings [lapels and
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collar| and cuffs of black velvet; that of the [mili-
tia]| artllery, blue turned up with scarlet” — no
doubt the same as the Roval Artillery,

Grenada

The 1,200 men of Grenada's militia saw much
active service during Fedon's rebellion. According
to the militia act of 1 July 1801, the militia had
five regiments of infantry, two companies of
artillery and a troop of light dragoons on the
island of Grenada, and one infantry regiment on
the dependent island of Carriacou. The dress of
the militia, previoushy left to unit commanders,
was then ordered to be, for infantry officers, a
scarlet coatee with black velver collar, cuffs and
lapels, white turnbacks, ‘narrow Silver Lace on
the Button-holes, white metal Buttons, Silver
Epaulets, erimson silk Sashes, white Vests, black
Stocks, white Pantaloons, Half” Boots, black round
Hats, with black cockades, and red and white
Feathers’. Infantry NCOs and privates were to
have ‘the same uniform...except for the Epaulets,
Sashes and Lace’. The artillery officers had a blue
coatce with red collar, cuffs and lapels, white
turnbacks, gilt buttons, narrow gold lace at the
button-holes, gold epaulets on the right shoulder,
crimson silk sash, the rest being the same as the
infantry except for a black plume on the round
hat. The arullery privates had the same uniform
but with no lace, epaulets or sashes. The light
dragoon uniform 1s not mentioned.

Guadeloupe (British)
The island, except for a few months in 1794,
remained French until captured by the British in
1810, The Guadeloupe militia swas re-established
by the British administration to insure interior
sceurity on 13 October 1810 but only the dra-
goons were allowed a pair of pistols and a sabre,
the governor feeling it might be imprudent to per-
mit arms to the others. Finally, on 10 June 1811,
the militia was ordered reorganised by the British
and the militamen ordered to wear red coats and
black cockades on their hats. This was not at all
accepted by the proud Guadeloupeans. Neither
fines nor threats made them register in the militia
and wear the abhorred red coats: only a few civil
servants and some English residents wore it,



Thanks to this ‘public relations disaster” by the
British, the Guadeloupe militia was all but nonex-
istent between 1811 and 1814

Haiti (British)
Part of western and southern Haiti was occupied
by the British from 1793 to 1798, a regime wel-
comed and supported by many creoles in the for-
mer French colony, The militia rallied to the
rovalist cause in British occupied arcas and num-
bered about 3-4,000 men. Some were embodied
and occasionally _saw action. In June 1797, there
were four embodied companies including 30

mounted men in Port au Prince. Croix des

Bousquets had a company of cavalry and two of

infantry, St. Marc’s four infantry companies and
Mole Saint-Nicolas 120 milittamen. The ‘ancient
ordinances for the Militia® being ‘acceptable to the
Inhabitants’ the Britsh kept these generally in
force and this may have included uniforms.

Jamaica

There were three regiments of cavalry, one for
cach county. The infantry amounted to 14 regi-
ments in 1793 and 18 regiments ten vears later.
There were also a few artillery companies and,
eventually, rifle companies. Tt represented a foree
of about 8,000 men of which some 3,000 were free
blacks, the largest militia force in the British West
Indies. All were to provide their own arms and
cquipment. Only from 1792 were the militiamen
of Jamaica required to wear uniforms, the type
and fashion being left to the commanders of units.
This, when it was acted upon, must have pro-
duced some variety, Charles Hamilton Smith, who
served on the island, noted that the three cavalry
regiments had a light dragoon stvle blue jacket
with vellow or bufl collar and cutts with white
(silver for officers) cords and buttons.

Some Jamaican militia was deploved during the
maroon uprising of 1795-1796 and mobilised again
from February to October 1798 to deal with gangs
of bandits in the Trelawny mountains. Special
troops were needed to pursue them into the inte-

*Under the ordinance of 1 January 1787, the militia infantry had all-white unitorms
with blue cuffs and lapels in the Western District, white cuffs and blue lapels in the

coals ¢
and collars. All

d white metal buttons,

Light infantry company officer’s coatee of the Barbados
Militia, c1815-1820. 1t is scarlet with blue piped white col-
lar, cuffs and lapels, white turnbacks, gold buttons and
wings, and gold lace edging avound the collar, top of the
cuffs and lapels. (National Avory Musewn, London)

rior. Consequently, in June, the legislature embod-
ied three companies of woodsmen composed of
free blacks and Indians and also a body of loyal
Accompong maroons, which soon dispersed the
bandits.

The Militia Act of 9 December 1802 instituted
standard uniforms for the various tvpes of militias.
NCOs and privates of infantry were to have ‘a red
coatee with blue facings [lapels], cuffs and cape
[collar], and plain vellow buttons; white waistcoat,
round black hat (except as to hight infantry who
shakos|): black stock; white Russia
sheeting or canvas pantaloons; and shoes. And the

may use caps

flank companices shall wear such feathers as the
colonel or commanding officer of cach regiment
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Light cavalry officer's jacket of the Jamaica Militia. This
varment, dark blue with buff collar and cuffs trinvoed with
silver cords and button, n‘f’ﬂ:ri':'#!l"\}' dates Srom the 1820
but these colowrs and the light dragoon style were worn in
many cavalry wunits since the 179 in Jamaica. (National
Lriay Musewm, London, 23380)

shall order.” This was somewhat simphified by the
Militia Act of 14 December 1809, which specified
‘a scarlet jacket, with dark blue cufts and cape
. and plan vellow metal buttons, white

[collar )
\\;liHlL':J;ll, round black hat, black Hln)uk, white
Russia sheeting or canvas pantaloons, and shoces’.
[t also called for “every drummer, fifer, or musi-
‘a dark blue
, plain
vellow metal buttons” with hats and other gar-

clans of every regiment’” to have

jacket, with scarlet cufts and cape [collar

ments as the rest of the men. The 1809 Act added
dress instructions for rifle companies, which com-
prised ‘a dark green cloth jacket and pantaloons,
with yvellow metal buttons, and green feathers’.
Militia artillery prescribed, in the
December 1802 Act, a uniform consisting of a
‘dark blue coatee, with red facings |lapels], cuffs

Wwas
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and cape [collar|, with vellow buttons’ and waist-
coat, pantaloons, hats, stocks and shoes as the

infantry. In 1809, this was altered to *a dark blue

jacket, with scarlet cufts and cape [collar], plain
vellow metal buttons”.

By the 1802 Act, the cavalry was to have *a
dark blue coatee with red facings [lapels|, cuffs
and cape [collar|, and vellow buttons; white waist-
coat; blue cloth or cassimere pantaloons; black
stock; trooper’s boots, with spurs; and a round
black hat’. The 1809
jacket, with white metal buttons, scarlet cufts and
cape [eollar|, blue cloth or cassimere pantaloons,

Act called for a ‘dark blue

black stock, trooper’s boors with spurs, and a
black

dress, some keeping the silver braided blue faced

round hat’. Not all troops adopred this
buft light dragoon dress.

From 1802, Jamaican militia infantry and
artillery officers were to wear a long-tailed coat
with gold epaulettes and gorget, narrow gold vel-
lum lace on the buttonholes of the coatees, white
waistcoat and breeches, high black top boots,
bicorn hat with cockade and feather, “vellow
mounted cut and thrust sword” with white shoul-
der sword-belt. The 1809 Act preseribed the men’s
short-tatled jacket to the officers, without vellum
lace, worn with pantaloons and a round hat. Rifle
officers had gold epaulettes. Cavalry officers had
gold vellum lace and wings on the coatee from
1802 but this was changed to silver wings and no
lace on the jacket from 1809, ficld officers having
cpaulettes. All had crimson sashes. The Cavman
Islands were then dependencies of Jamaica and
probably came under the same militia Taws.

Martinique (British)
This important French island was occupied by the
British from 1794 to 1802 and from 1809 to 1815,
On 9 October 1794, a few months after the cap-
ture of Martinique, the British governor-general
issued orders regarding the service of the militia in
the various districts and preseribed the types of
weapons and uniforms to be used. Militiamen of
infantry companics were to be armed with a mus-
ket and bavonet and be equipped with a shoulder-
belt holding a cartridge box and a waist-belt
holding a belly box, both boxes containing a total
of 60 rounds. The uniform was a red jacket with



I captain’ of the Jamaican Maroons in the uprising of
1795, Marowns were generally harvdly dressed but were well
armed. (Engraving after Bryan Edward's Proceedings of
the Government and Assembly of Jamaica in regard to
the Maroon Negroes, London, 1796)

pale vellow collar and culls; white metal buttons,
grev waistcoat and pantaloons, round hat with a
black cockade. Militia artllerymen had the same
uniform except for black collar and cuffs to the red
jacket. The militia dragoons wore a blue jacket
with pale vellow collar and cufts, white metal but-
tons, vellow nankeen waistcoat and breeches,
boots, round hat and black cockade,

The dragoons were to be armed with a sword
and pair of pistols, and equipped with a shoulder-
belt for the sword, a belly box holding 20 rounds.
The only distinction for officers was a gorget; they
had no cpaulettes. Scergeants had two diagonal
white laces on the forcarm of their jackets, corpo-
rals one. Thus reorganised, with due regard to
‘proceed with great circumspection to avoid
putting arms into improper hands’ (WO 1/83), the
Martinique militia soon had, by

1795, six bartalions totalling about 2,200

the spring of

Frenchmen and some 250 English militiamen,
formed with newly arrived residents to the island.
The militia remained the same until the island was
returned to France in 1802

Martinique fell again to the British forces in
FFebruary 1809 and soon afterwards, on 23 March,
the British authorities ordered that the militia
continue to serve as previously for the *police and
interior security of the colony” and that the com-
panies make an oath of allegiance. Time passed
and by the autumn of 1811, it was felt that the
militia should have a distinet ‘colonial uniform’
which was decreed on 30 September, The militia
infantry was assigned a white jacket with red col-
lar and cuffs, plain vellow buttons, white or nan-
keen waistcoat, pantaloons and gaiters, round hat
and black cockade. Militia dragoons wore a green
jacket with red collar and cuffs, two rows of but-
tons down the front, round hat and black cockade.
The officers had ‘the insignia of their rank™ which
apparently meant epaulettes.

Montserrat
This small and lush island was raided in March
1805 and July 1806 by French fleets. With no reg-
ular garrison, no major fortifications and a small
militia, the inhabitants were reduced to paving the
French to minimise the plunder in Plymouth, the
island’s only town. The Militia Act of 1777 men-
tioned white and free black companies wearing
uniforms of their choice. Apparently, there was no
militia act 1823, In
about 230 milittamen of whom

new until IS11, there were
154 were white
and the rest free blacks. The practical uniforms
specified in 1823 may well have been worn previ-
ously. It consisted of a black round hat with a
cockade, a white Russia sheeting jacket with blue
or vellow cuffs and collar, white waistcoat,
trousers and gaiters, officers to wear the same

with a crimson sash and a feather to the hat.

Saint Kitt’s
SI. called St.
Christopher’s) consisted of the Windward

The militia of Kitt's (also
Regiment and the Teeward Regiment along with a
small troop of cavalry (disbanded in 1797). The
infantry was armed with muskets and bavonets,
cartridge boxes and white cross-belts, the

4|



Cuban Besucal Chasseur, 1796, A company of these men,
specialised in hunting runaway slaves with their dogs, was
hived by the legislature of Famaica and deployed against
the maroons in 179, Each chassewr had three dogs trained
to hunt blacks. Their dress consisted rr_;"'u ‘check shirt apen
at the collar, from which hangs a small crucifiv; a wide

pair of trowsers, also check; a straw hat.. . seven or eight
inches in the vim, with a shallow vound crown, and very
light; add his belt and sword factually a machete]...and a
pair of witanned leather shoes. Into this dress put a man
with a Spanish conntenance, swmarthy hut antmated, a per-
son abave the mddle size, thin but not meagre; to his belt
affiv the catton vopes, and tmagine thew attached by col-
lars round the necks of his dogs,.." (R.C. Dallas, History
of the Maroons, London, 1503, 1ol 2)

cavalrymen with a pair of pistols and a ‘cutting
sword. The Milina Act of June 1794 required
rank and file militamen to appear “decently
dressed mnoa blue Coat or Jacket with a white
Undersuit’. Infantry officers appear to have worn
scarlet uniforms faced blue with gold lace, and
cavalry officers blue coats faced scarlet with gold
lace.

From April 1795, the units’ commanders
could regulate their unit’s uniforms. The follow-
ing August, the uniforms were ordered to be the
‘same quality” as those of the regulars and militi-
amen could also have *white short Jackets with a

Ycllow Cape [collar| and Cuffs® (CO 240/14).
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Saint Vincent
The militia St. Vincent and its dependencies, the
small islands of Bequia, Canouan and The Union,
was well organised and quite active during the
Carib’s uprising of 1795-1796. Details on the dress
and cquipment of the militia were, however, only
announced 1 the Militia Act of 8 October 1806,
The Troop of Horse had a blue jacket with ‘brim-
stone-coloured cloth” collar and culfs, ‘trimmed
with gold braid or gold lace for the officers and
Prussian binding for the privates, vellow metal
buttons...gilt scales on both shoulders of the
jacket” with white waistcoat and pantaloons, black
cravat, ‘black hats or helmets with bearskin, black
cockade with red feather, half boots with spurs,
and a blue cloak to fix behind the saddle’ and a
crimson sash for officers. The two regiments and
five independent companies of infantry were all
ordered to have ‘a short scarlet cloth coat with
deep blue facings’ light infantry styvle, with gold

lace on the officers” coats, ‘vellow metal buttons,
plain round black hats with cockade and feather’
and white waistcoat and trousers, black gaiters ‘to
reach the knees” with black half boots and crimson
sash with ‘one or two epaulettes according to rank’
for officers. The arullery company was to wear the
same uniform as the Roval Artillery.

Tobago
Following an aborted slave uprising, a two-battalion
militia regiment was established in this captured
French island on 22 March 1803, but to serve just
‘for the Sole Purpose of Defence against Internal
Insurrection [by slaves|, and Repelling the Attacks
of Marauders [maroons|’. In about 1809, another
Militia Act was passed calling for a nine-company
regiment, a troop of cavalry in the town of
Scarborough, and an artillery company of five offi-
cers, 13 master gunners and the remainder com-
posed of *free people of colour’. The 1803 infantry
uniform consisted of a scarlet coat with blue collar,
cufts and half lapels, white turnbacks, gold buttons
with the island’s arm in relief, a white waisteoat, a
pair of ‘long white trousers with nine buttons from
the ankle upwards’ and a ‘plain round black hat’
with a cockade and a black stock. Officers had gold
vellum lace at the buttonholes, gold epaulette on
the right shoulder, crimson sash, ‘cut and thrust




Brass belt plate of the Jaomaica Militia, 18503, The alliza-
tor was the island’s badge. (Journal of the Society for
Army Historical Rescarch)

sword, handle double gilt” with a shoulder-belt; the

belt-plate and the sword guard to have the arms of

the island. T'he serecant had a scarlet strap edged
with gold lace on cach shoulder, the corporal’s
edged with gold cord and the private’s was plain.
The 1803 Act also specitied that ‘upon actual ser-
vice in the woods, the officers and privates shall
appear in green jackets, or such other colour as
may be most convenient or least glaring® — but this
was not required in the later Act.

The 1809 Act specified a similar uniform for
the infantry officers adding a white feather to the
hat; changed the gaiter-trousers to white pan-
taloons and half boots; ‘sergeants to have on their
coats a scarlet strap to cach shoulder edged with
gold vellum, and be armed with a Sword and hal-
berd; the coats of the corporals are to have scarlet
straps and no cpaulets, sword or sash, and the
uniforms of the privates to have the same as that
of the commissioned officers except the epaulet,
sword and sash, and to be armed with a good
musket and bavonet, cartouch box, and white
belts’. The troop of cavalry had *a helmet, with
bearskin and vellow leather, blue coat, waistcoat

and pantaloons with silver lace, and the officers to
have silver epaulets, a bay or black horse’ for all
with saddlery and *a pair of pistols, cartouche box
and sabre’. The artillery uniform was to be the
same as the infantry but ‘substituting blue instead
of scarlet, and scarlet instead of blue’ (CO 287/3).

Trinidad
The British governor of this island captured from
the Spanish in 1797, Sir Thomas Picton, who
later gained lasting fame with Wellington, soon re-
organised the island’s militia in response to inva-
sion threats from Venczuela and Guadceloupe. The
militia cventually featured, by 1814, three infantry
regiments, a brigade of artillery, a regiment of
licht dragoons, a regiment of hussars, three corps
of mounted chasseurs, cight independent district
companics and two battalions of Sea Fencibles,
The Roval Trinidad Infantry Regiment and the
cavalry included only white men with other units
being generally composed of free blacks with
white officers. According to a list published later,
but probably reflecting dress adopted before 1815,
the ofticers of the Roval Trinidad and the Diego
Martin regiments wore scarlet faced blue with
':,{'U]tl lace, the ],n_\;l| Trimidad ng_rimcm had scar-
let faced oreen with gold lace, the Roval Trinidad

Brass cartridge box plate of the Jamaica Militia, ¢1503.
{Journal of the Society for Army Historical Rescearch)
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[Light Dragoons had blue faced buft with silver
lace, the Mounted Chasscurs had green faced red
with gold lace and the Roval Trinmidad Artllery
had blue faced red with gold lace. I'rom about
1806, some militamen, probably mostly belongimg
to the Roval Trinidad Regiment in Port-of-Spain,
had scarlet coatees of sergeant’s quality given to
them along with old muskets and accoutrements.
A1l of these were stll in use eight vears later.

Virgin Islands and Tortola

The Militia Act of 26 NMarch 1793 specified a red
coat ‘with short skirts’ and bluce collar, cufts and
lapels, ‘vellow buttons, a black Hat turned up on
the left side with a black cockade and white Lord
Howe? trousers. The Act of 4 June 1796 called for
a similar dress but no longer mentioned the hat
being turned up but added a black plume to 1t as
well as a black stock (CO 315/2).

THE PLATES

Al: Ulhans britanniques de Saint-Domingue
(Charmilly'’s), trooper, 1795

This corps, cquipped as Briush light cavalry, was
incorporated mmto Montalembert’s Tegion most
likely keeping the same uniform. (Grouvel)

A2: Dillon’s Reginient (Saint-Domingue), pri-
vate , 1793-1796

This battalion of the French army joined the
British forces in Haiti, Tt continued to wear the
red uniform of the Irish regiments in the old
French roval army. (Grouvel)

A3z Chasseurs des Irois and Chassewrs de la
Cayemitte (Saimnt-Domingue), 1795

These battalion=sized units had green jackets, pos-
siblv with the fashionable three rows of buttons,
and probably wore round hat or caps and pan-

taloons. ('T'S1/14)

Bl: Legion britannique de Saint-Doningue
(Montalembert’s), private, 1795-1797

This regular colonial unit, which was recruited
from white creoles in Saint-Domingue and
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Red coatee of the Jamaica Militia with blue collar, cuffs
and showlder straps, white tombacks and brass buttons,
cA8HO=1815. (National Arogy Musewm, Londun, 12419)

French emigres from Furope saw much action, .
(Grouvel)

B2: Chasseur pioneer (Saint-Doningue), 1796-
1797

Flach chassceur company had two pioncers until
mid-1797. Even in tropical Haiti, they had
bearskin caps and white aprons. Their jackets
probably had extra trimmings such as lace and
wings. ((TS1/14)

B3: Chasseur private (Saint-Domingue), 1796-
1798

Over 6,000 chasscurs served the Britush cause in
Haiti and did most of the fighting in this practical
dress. ('I'81/14)

Cl: Chasseur or Ranger officer, ¢1795

The dress adopted by the white officers of the
new black light infantry units
Saint-Domingue or the Rangers in the Windward

Chasseurs 1n

—




Back view of a coatee of the Jaomaica Militia, c1810-1815.
Note the absence of pocket flaps. (National Avmy Musewm,
London, 12421)

and Leeward Islands — was usually just a more
claborate version of their unit’s basic uniform.
(Portrait of Coote Manningham, Rifle Brigade
Museum)

C2: Grenada Loyal Black Rangers, private,
1796

This unit was raised in 1795 and it served with
distinction in Grenada, Nearlyv all ranger corps
were incorporated into the West India regiments
but the Grenada Loval Black Rangers remained an
independent unit until it was disbanded in 1818.
Its dress was typical of black ranger units in the
British islands during the 1790s. (Alexander
MceCombie, The Laws of Grenada and the
Grenadines, from the year 1706, Grenada, 1830)

C3: Dominica Militia, artillery officer, ¢. 1795
West Indian militias often mixed British Army reg-
ulation stvles with round hats and pantaloons; then
very popular in the tropics. (Thomas Atwood,
History of the Island of Domniea, London, 1791)

DI1: Martinique Militia, artilleryman, 1794-1802
The militia artillery of this former French island
was unusual since it featured a red coat rather
than the gunner’s usual blue uniform. (Durand-
Molard, Code de la Martinigue, St. Pierre,
Martinique, 1811, Vol. 4)

D2: 20th (Jamaica) Light Dragoons, trooper,
1796-1797

This unit was raised in England during 1791 for
service in Jamaica. The uniform was blue with yel-
low facings and silver lace for officers. The head-
dress was a tin Grecian-stvle cap, officially
prescribed in January 1796 to all light dragoon regi-
ments in the tropics. The regiment left Jamaica for
Fngland in 1802, (WO 3/28; R. Marrion and D.
Hagger, ‘Forgotten Regiments: the 20th Hussars’,
Military Modelling, October 1993)

D3: St. Kitt's Corps of Embodied Slaves, 1795

Hundreds of slaves were sclected to be trained
weeklv and 40 served with the regulars at
Brimstone Hill. They were uniformed but local
planters obviously also feared a mutiny and they
were armed only with edged weapons. (CO

240/14)

Although the Jamaican Militia Acts specified plain bui-
tons, some militiamen had thenr stamped with the island’s
alligator badge. (National Army Museum, London, 12421)
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Private of the Royal Marines, 1813, Sea-soldiers were
mvolved i many West Indian battles during the
Napoleonic wars. Three companies of Royal Marines were
Sovmed with American vefugee blacks in 1814 and dis-
handed it Trinidad during 1815, Round hat with white
trine and white over red plime, red coatee with blue cuffs,
collar and shoulder straps, pewter buttons, white lace with
red and blue lines, white twrnbacks and breeches, hlack
gaiters, white accoutrements with brass plate. Print after
Charles Hamilton Smith. (Anne S K. Brown Military
Collection, Brown University, Providence)

El: West India regiments, officer, c1801-1503
The officer’s uniform of the West India regiments
mentioned in the ‘1802 regulations” with its scarlet
collar and somewhat shorter lapels was distinet
from the line regiments. The yvellow facings and
silver buttons shown on this figure are known to
have been worn by officers of the 3rd, 4th, 6th
and 7th regiments.

E2: Sth West India Regiment, private, c1501-1802
At the turn of the 19th century, the standard dress
of the West India Regiments was short-tailed jackets
with half lapels, gaiter-trousers, round hats and
black accoutrements. The hue of the 8th'’s grev fac-
ings is given as French grev by Charles Hamilton
Smith. (Houghton Library, Harvard University)
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E3: 4th West India Regiment, private, ¢1795-1798
This figure is based on the carliest known render-
ing of a West India Regiment soldier embroidered
on the colours of the 4th. Note the long lapels,
crested round hat and white accoutrements,
(National Army Muscum, T.ondon)

FI: St Kitt'’s Militia, infantry private, 1805-1806
This milittaman wears his civilian clothes with the
militia’s temporary white jacket with vellow cuffs,
collar and white accoutrements. This was probably

the dress of many men hastily called up during the
French raids of 1805 and 1806, (CO 240/14)

F2: Dominica Militia, infantry officer, 1805
Officers of West Indian militias generally adopted
uniforms which closely followed that of the regu-
lars except for round hats which usually remained
the ofticial headdress. This Militia helped repulse
the French attack on Roscau in 1805,

I'3: Barbados Militia, Light Company, 1505
T'he uniform shown is according to a proposal by
the governor of Barbados, Tord Scaforth, and
secems to have been already worn by the St
George’s Regiment. About 100 militiamen from
this unit helped defend Dominica in 1805, (CO
28/73; R. Canon, History of the 46th Foor)

Gl Ist West India Regiment, private, ¢1803-1810
Wearing the stovepipe shako authorised o West
India regiments from 1803, White accoutrements
were authorised the same vear but the black ones,
if serviceable, often remained in use for may vears
thereafter. (Watercolour by Charles Hamilton
Smith, Houghton Library, Harvard University)

G2: Royal West India Rangers, bugler, c1811
This unit wore green faced red, the buglers coa-
tees trimmed with white lace bearing a blue zig-
zag. (Pearse Notebook, Canadian War Muscum)

G3: 5th and Sth West India Regiments, sergeant,
cl1808-1812

Sergeants of West India regiments were initially
British although black soldiers began to be pro-
moted to NCOs as time passed. They were
armed with swords and pikes and had the same
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rank badges as those worn in the line infantry.

HI: Black garrison companies, private, 1813-1816
Veteran soldiers of the West India regiments who
were fit for garrison duty were posted to these
two companies. Unlike the West India regiments,
the coatee was similar to that worn in the line
infantry. (C.H. Smith, Costume of the Army...)

H2: 2nd West India Regt, drummer, 1814-1816
Drummers of the West India regiments wore

‘reversed’ colours as in the rest of the Army, in
this case yellow faced with red. During this
period, ‘Belgic’ shakos and blue gaiter-trousers
were worn. The devises on the drum are after
those on the regimental buttons.

H3: Royal York Rangers, private, 1808-15813

The British colonial regiments in the Caribbean
recruited from Europeans generally wore the green
jacket, in this case faced with red and edged
white. (Pearse Notebook, Canadian War Museum)
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Notes sur les planches en couleur

avalerie,
dans Ia

A Ulhans hrtanmgques de Samnt=-Domingue (Charmully ), soldat de
1795, cquipes comme la cavalerie légere britannigque et incorpores

wion de Montalembert, Regiment de Dillon (Saint-Daomingue), simple
solc ln 1793 1796, Chasscurs des Trois & Chasseurs de Ta Cavemirte (Saint-
[)mlunl_..uu]. 1795, unités de Ta taille d'un bataillon avee veste verte, sans doute

ornee du triple rang de boutons a la mode et sans doute conffes de chapeaux
ronds ou de calots, avee un pantalon bouffant (T81/14)

B Simple soldat de la Legion briannigue de Sain=-Domingue (Montalembert),
1795-7, unite coloniale régulicre, qui participa a de nombreux affrontements et
dont les recrues provenaient des creoles blancs de Saimt-Domingue et d'émigris
frangais en Europe. Chasseur sapeur (Saint-Domingue), 179 7, Chaque com-
pagnie de chasseurs avait deux sapeurs jusqu'a mi-1797. Méme sous le climat
tropical de Hain, ils portaient un bonnet de pol et un tablier blane. Chasseur
{Saint- Domingue), 179%-8, Plus de 6000 chasseurs servirent la cause britan-
nigue a Haiti et participérent 4 Ja plupart des combats dans cet uniforme pra-
tique, (TR1/14)

€ Chasseur ou offiver ranger, vers 1795, L'umiforme adopte par les otficiers
blancs des nouvelles unités d'infanterie legére noires éait géneralement une
version plus sophistiguee de 'uniforme de base de leur unite, Pratiquement
tous les corps de rangers' furent incorporés dans les régiments des Antilles
mas les Grens |.|r_\,t| Hlack Rangers resterent une unite mdependante jusqu'a
leur dissolution en 1818, Leur uniforme éair typique des unites de rangers
notres dans les iles britanniques vers 17900 Dominica Militia, officier
dartillerie, vers 1795 Les milices antillaises melangeaient souvent les siyles
officicls de Farmee britannigue avec des calots ronds et des pantalons houffants,
qui etaient aluors tres prisés sous les tropiques,

g

D Marunigue Militia, artilleur, 17941802, La milice d'artillerie de cette
ancienne e frangaise ctair inhabiteelle car elle portait un manteau rouge au
lieu de l'uniforme bleu habituel des artilleurs, 20th (Jamai Light Dragoons,
soldar de cavalerie, 1791797, Cette unité fur recrutée en Angleterre en 1791
pour seevir en Jamaique, |'uniforme etait bleu avee parements jauncs et
argent pour les officiers. Te couvre-chel était un calot de style gree, officie
ment exige en janvier 1796 pour tous les regiments de dragons legers sous les
rropiques, St Kin's Corps of Embodied Slaves, 1795,

E Régiments des Antilles, officier, vers 1801-1803, L'uniforme des officiers des
regiments des Antilles avee son col cearlate et ses revers un peu plus cours,
crait different de celur des régiments de ligne. On osait que les officiers des
Jeme, 4eme, feme et Teme regiments portwent les parements jaunes et les
houtons argentés depeints e, 8th West India Regiment, simple soldat, vers
18011802 Au debur du 19¢me siccle, Tuniforme standard des regiments des
Antilles ettt compose d'une veste dpans courts avec un demi-revers, de
pantalons servés au mollet, d'un chapeau rond et d'accoutrements noirs. 4th
West India Regiment, simple soldat, vers 1795-1798, Notez les longs revers, le
chapeau rond a cimier et les accoutrements hlancs,

F oSt kart's Militi, simple soldar dinfanterie, 1805 1806, Ce soldat de milice
porte ses vetements civils avee la veste blanche temporaire de la milice, aux
poignets e col jaunes avec accoutrements blancs. Clerait sans doute Puniforme
de nombreux hommes appeles en hate durant les attaques qaises de 1805 et
1806, Dominica Mili officier d'mfanterie, 1803, Les officiers des milices
antillaises adoptaient generalement des uniformes tres proches de ceux des mil-
itaires de carriére, al'exception du chapean rond qui restait gér ement le
couvre=chel officiel. Barbados Militia, Light Company, 1805

G Ist West India Regiment, simple soldat, vers 18031810, 1|u| porte le shako
tuvau de pocle gque les regiments des Antilles furent autorises & porter a partir
de 1803, Les accoutrements blancs furent autorisés la méme année mais les
noirs, sils étatent en etat, continuérent d'etre utilisés pendant de nombreuses
années, Royal West India Rangers, clairon, vers 18100 Cette unité portait du
vert aux parcments rouges, la veste acourte basque des clarons etanr bordee
d'un galon blanc orne d'un zig=zag bleu. Sth et 8th West India Regiments, ser-
gent, vers 1808 1812

H Compagnies de garnisons noires, simple soldat, 1813 6. Les anciens combat-
tants des regiments antillais capables de prendre un poste de garnison étaiem
places dans ces deux compagnies. A la difference des regmments antillas, la
veste a courtes basques et similaire @ celle portée dans linfanterie de ligne
Ind West India Regt, tambour, I814-1816. Les tambours des regiments antil-
lais portaient des couleurs 'inversees’, comme dans le reste de Varmée, Tei, il
sagit de jaune aux parements rouges, Durant cette periode, on portait un shako
‘Belgic' et des pantalons bleus serrés au moller. Les devises inscrites sur e
tambour sont inspirees des boutons des regiments. Roval York Rangers, simple
soldat, 1808 1813, Les régiments coloniaux britannigues aux Caraihes recrutes
parmi des curopeens portaient généralement une veste verte, dans ce cas avec
des parements rouges ¢t bordee de blane
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IMarbrafeln

A Ulhans britanmiques de Saint-Domingue (Charmillyvs), emfacher Soldar,
1795, der mit Ausstartung fur die britsche lechte Kavallerie in die Legion von
Maontalembert cinberogen wurde. Dillons Regiment (Saint=Domingue),
Gefrenter, 1793179, Chasseurs des lrois & Chasseurs de la Cavemitte (Saine-
Domingue), 1795, Einheiten von der Grobe eines Bataillons mit grimen Jacken,
moglicherweise mit den modischen drer Rethen von kndplen, und wahrschein-
Tich Rundhuten bezichungsweise Mutzen und langen Hosen, (T81/14)

ﬂ (dru!u der Legion britannigque de Saint-Domingue (Montalembers),
7, cine I\"’Ll|dl‘t‘ Kolonialeinheit, die oft in Gefechre verwickelt war, Sic
wurde aus weilen Kreolen in Saint-Domingue und Tranzosischen Emigranten
aus Buropa rusammengestellt, Chasseur=Pionier (Saint-Domingue), 179 7, Bis
Mitte 1797 verfugte jede Chasseur-Rompanie dber 2wel Pioniere. Selhst im
tropischen Klima von Il.un trugen sic Hirenfellmitzen und einen weillen
Schurz, Chasseur-Giefreiter (Saint=-Daomingue), 17968, In Haiti dienten uber
A0 Chassears der britischen Sache und abernahmen in dicser praktischen
Uniform den Groliteil des kampfgeschehens, (T81/14)

C Chasseur bzw, Ran 1795, Ihe Kladung, die sich die weilfen
Offiziere der neuen schwarzen hn hten Infanterie so eigen machien, war
normalerweise cine etwas aufwendigere Version der Grunduniform ihrer
Finheir, Fase alle Ranger-Korps wurden in die Regimenter aufl den
Westindischen Inseln aufgenommen, aber die Grenada Loval Black Rangers
hlichen eine unabhangige Finheir, bis sie 1818 aufgelost wurde. Die I\lLulI:nu
war typisch fur die schwarzen Ranger-Einheiten auf den britischen Inseln um
1790, Dominica Milita, Artillerieoffizier, ca. 1795, Die westindischen Milizen
mischten haufig die Kleiderordnung der britischen Armee mit Rundhuten und
langen Hosen, die 2ur damaligen Zew in den Tropen sehr popular waren.

D Martinique Milita, Aroillerist, 1794 18020 e Miliz-Arullerie dieser
chemals franzosischen Insel war dadurch ungewohnlich, dald sie cinen roten
Rock anstelle der gangigen blaven Uniform der Schutzen aufwies, 20th
{Jamaica) Light Dragoons, einfacher Soldar, 1796 1797, Diese Einheit wurde
im Verlaul des Jahres 1791 in England fur den [Dienst auf Jamaika
susammengestellt, Die Uniform war Blaw mit gelben Blenden und Silbertressen
tur Ottiziere. Auf dem kopt trug man emne Zinnkappe im griechischen Sul, die
im Januar 179 fur alle leichten Dragoner=Regimenter in den Tropen zur
Vorschnft wurde, Das St Kitt's Corps of Embodied Slaves, 1795,

E Westindische Regimenter, Offizier, ca. 1801 03, Die Offiziersuniform der
westindischen Regimenter mit threm scharlachroten kragen und den erwas
kirzeren Revers unterschied sich von der der Mannschs lﬂqg'mh' Ist
bekannt, dald die gelben Blenden und silthernen Knopfe, \\1: sie an dieser Figur
ersichtlich sind, von den Offizicren des 3, 4., 6 und 7. Regiments getragen
wurden, 8th West India Regiment, Gelreiter, ca. 1801 ]‘i[ll. Zu Anfang des
19, Jahrhunderts bestand die Standarduniform der westindischen Regimenter
aus kurzscholligen Jacken mut halbem Revers, Gamaschenhosen, Rundhiiten
und schwarzer Ausriistung, $th West India Regiment, Gefreiter, ca, 1795-1798
Man beachte die langen Revers, den Rundhut mit Emblem und die weille
Ausrustung

IS Kin's Milita, Infanteriegefreiter, 18051806, Dieser Milizionar trige im
Grunde seine Zivilkleidung mic der provisorischen weillen Milizjacke mit
gelben Manschetten und kragen und weiller Ausrustung, 5o waren
withrscheinlich die medsten Manner gekleider, die wahrend der franzosischen
Uberfalle der Jahre 1805 und 1806 hastig emberufen warden, Dominica
Militia, Infanterieoffizier, 1805, Die Offiziere der westindischen Milizen trugen
im allgemeinen Uniformen, die denen der Berufssoldaten recht ahnlich waren,
abgeschen von den Rundhuten, die gewdhnlich die offizielle kopibedeckung
hlieben. Barbados Militia, Light Company, 18035,

G lst West India Regiment, Gefreiter, ca, 1803 1810 mit dem Ofenrohr-
Tschako, der ab 1803 an dic westindischen Regimenter ausgegeben wurde, Im
gleichen Jahr wurde auch die weille Ausrostung genchmige, doch blich die
schwarze, insofern sie noch dienstruchtig war, oft noch lange Jahre dariber
hinaus i Gebravch, Royal West India Rangers, Hornist, ca. 1810, Diese
danheit trug Gran mit roten Blenden, und die Hornisten hatten enganliegende,
kurze \\J!icnruch. dic mit weillen Liteen mit blavem Zickzack versehen
waren, Sth und 8th West India Regiments, Feldwebel, ca, 1808-1812

H Schwarze Garnisonskompanien, Gefreiter, 18136, Aligediente Soldaten der
westindischen Regimenter, die zum Garnisonsdienst tauglich waren, wurden in

diese beiden Kompanien uberstellt, Im Gegensatz 2u den westindischen
Regimentern glich der enganlicgende, kuree Walfenrock dem der
Mannschaften. 2nd West India Regt, Trommler, 1814 1816, Die Trommler

der westindischen Regimenter trugen "umgekehrie” Farben verglichen mit der
ubrigen Armee, in diesem Fall gelb mit roten Blenden, In dieser Epoche trug
man "belgische” Tschakos und blave Gamaschenhosen, Thie Embleme auf der
Trommel sind denen auf den Regimentsknopfen nachemptunden. Roval York
Rangers, Gefreirer, 18081813 Die brivischen Kolonalregimenter in der
Karibik, die aus Europaern rekruniert warden, trugen normalerweise die griine
Jacke, die in diesem Fall rote Blenden hat und weild eingefab ist,
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