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Lhe ULS. Army 1890-1920

Introduction

The years between 18go and 1920 probably saw
more profound changes in the US Army than any
other comparable period. In little more than a
quarter-century the Army was transformed from a
small blue-clad force which fought with single-shot
rifles, colours flying, against disturbers of America’s
internal peace, into a mighty host of men dressed in
dirt-coloured combat uniforms, using automatic
weapons, tanks and aircraft against its country’s
enemies on fields across the world. These changes
reflected —indeed, in many ways spearheaded— the
transformation of America herself, from an inward-
looking third-class nation into a powerful and
confident world power.

After the clash at Wounded Knee in 1890 it was
clear that major confrontations between Indians
and whites were a thing of the past. The Army
began to close many of the small, company-size
posts which dotted the West, concentrating its
troops in large posts from which they could be
deployed by rail and road at the first signs of
trouble. While up-dating its deployment, the Army
maintained its antiquated organization, however:
an organization innocent of general staff or
national planning machinery. Contemporary
thinking saw the Navy as the country’s bastion
against external threat. Since America was not
interested in invading foreign lands, the Army
would never be sent overseas; the Navy would do
any fighting which needed to be done with foreign
powers. Money was spent on the Navy, but the

Army remained small—about 26,000 officers and
men. In case of emergency this tiny professional
army would be supported in defence of the nation
by the National Guard units of the states of the
union. Although the Guards totalled some 114,000
men in 1897, they did not represent a combat-
ready army ; many regiments were little better than
social clubs. The ‘Dandy’ sth Maryland, for
instance, was most noted for the excellence of the
party traditionally thrown by its officers at the end
of annual summer camp, while the main claim to
fame of Philadelphia’s 1st City Troop was the
splendour of its uniforms and the wealth of its
members.

Guards officers and men alike were poorly

This 1st Pennsylvania Regiment private, photographed about
1890, wears a typical National Guard dress uniform, of
medium blue with dark blue frogging.




This Delaware National Guard officer wears the 1895 pattern
hat and an infantry officer’s undress coat with black-trimmed
collar and front.

trained and equipped. While the regulars had been
wholly re-equipped with the Krag-Jorgensen, a
magazine-fed rifle using a smokeless-powder
round, the outbreak of the Spanish-American War
found most National Guardsmen still using the old
.45/70 single-shot, black-powder rifle whose basic
design could be traced back to the immediate
aftermath of the Civil War. For years reformers

urged the replacement of the Guard by a kind of

territorial army, but were frustrated by state
politicians who saw Guard units as their own
playthings.

1hhe
Spanish-dmerican War

On 15 February 1898 the battleship USS Maine
blew up in the harbour of Havana, Cuba. For years
Spain’s attempts to retain colonial power against a
rag-tag army of Cuban insurgents had been
watched by an American public fed by a biased
anti-Spanish press vociferous in its demands for
Cuban independence. Public feeling had been
running so high that the issue was discussed in terms
of independence or war. The mysterious disaster
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which overtook the Maine was a spark sufficient |
blow the country into war, and on 25 April 18¢
Congress declared that a state of war had existe
between the USA and Spain since 21 April. Onl
three days earlier Congress had passed a mobili;
ation act which represented a compromise betwee
National Guard enthusiasts and Army reformers;
called for an army made up of regulars, Guardsme
and volunteers, many of the latter supposedly bein
raised from among men immune to tropic
diseases such as yellow fever. Since Spain, ol
viously, would not invade the United Stat
(outside the fevered imagination of a few ala
mists), and since Cuba could not be freed withot
direct intervention, a number of regiments org:
nized as the V Corps were sent to the ill-equippe
port of Tampa, Florida, for eventual embarkatio
for Cuba.

At Tampa they received a smattering of trainin
but mostly they simply waited for Spain’s Atlant
Fleet to be located; to risk the interception of th
crowded troopships on the high seas was unthinl
able. The Spanish warships were discovered :
anchor in the port of Santiago de Cuba in Ma
1898, and the US Navy sat guard outside, unable
enter and fight under the guns of the shor
batteries. The Army was summoned to capture th
guns, and on 31 May V Corps was ordered |
Santiago. It took a fortnight to load the sma
transports and head out to sea, and to achieve eve
that the Corps commander, Major-General Wi
liam R. Shafter, had to leave behind precio
artillery, wagons, horses, and even camp stoves, fc
lack of room. By 21 June, after a hot and hellishl
uncomfortable voyage, the troops found themselv
gazing at the green hills of Cuba. The next da
6,000 men, the first Americans ever to stage a
overseas landing against a European power, hit th
beaches at Daiquiri, above Santiago. They metn
opposition from anything more lethal than lan
crabs and tarantulas, and the following da
another 11,000 landed. Some 5,000 Cuban in
surgents also joined the invasion force.

The last troops to invade Cuba had been Lor
Vernon’s British redcoats in the 18th century. The
had suffered horribly from disease while following
traditional programme of building roads an
formal siege-works. Shafter studied that campaigr
and determined to avoid those mistakes. Hardly ha



the men landed than they were off into the interior.
pushing along jungle trails against scauercd
opposition. There was a sharp lttle skirmish ar E
Gudsimas, but before long they came up Lo the
main Spanish defence line which was based on a
blockhouse on top of San Juan Hill, overlooking
Santiago. Although the Spanish had dug in on the
actual crest, rather than on the ‘military crest’ a
lide below the top, their entrenchments and
Mauser rifles made them a dangerous foe. Shafier
planned to send part of his troops against the hill
isell while another part moved to take El Caney,
which would enable him to cut off Santiago's warer
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The grd US Cavalry Regiment on parade in Camp Tampa,
tligh, just hefore going off to Cuba, They carry both regimental
and national colours.
supply.

The day of the atack, 1 July, started badly with
regiments becoming mixed up on overcrowded
trails, and a stiffer enemy defence of El Caney than
had been expected; however, it was to end well,
The famed ‘Rough Riders’ of the 15t Volunteer
Cavalry, led by their licutenant-colonel, Theodore
Raosevelt, took Kettle Hill alongside the men of the
gth and roth Cavalry. After taking this feature, a
little apart from the main ridge line, they pressed on
towards San Juan Hill proper, which was taken by
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18y Corps Badges as worn on coats and hats in red (st Division), white {2nd Division) and
blae (grd Division). They are, from left, those of the I, VIIL, VII, IL III, V¥, and IV Corps.
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infantry of the 1st Division. By nightfall all
objectives were in American hands, at a cost of
1,700 casualties-—a figure almost beyond the
capabilities of the Medical Corps. The Spanish
withdrew to a second entrenched line closer to the
city. Shafter, ill from fever and gout, despaired. and
even considered retreating., Calmer heads talked
him into a hot and uncomifortable siege. On g July
the Spanish flect, trying to break out, was sunk, ship
by ship, by the waiting American squadron. With
the ostensible reason for delending the port now
gone, the Spanish gave up on 16 Julv,

The Army's General-in-Chief, the
Indian-hghter Nelson A. Miles, set sail from Cuba
to Puerto Rico on 21 July with 9,000 men. Landing
at Guanica, they met no opposition and quickly
took the portof Ponce. Some 10,000 reinforcements
landed there in early August, and Miles split his
forces into four columns for a co-ordinated advance
on the island’s capital, San Juan., The island fell
into American hands in a virtwally bloodless
campalgn, and the Spanish surrendered on 13
August,

America’s third overseas force, the 20,000-strong
VI Corps under Major-General Wesley Merritt,
was assigned the Philippines as its target. On g0
April the US Navy, under Rear Admiral George
Dewey, destroved the Spanish fleer ar Manila and
silenced the shore batteries. His marines and sailors
were not a suflicient lorce o take the city itself]
however, and he called for the Armyv. By the end of
July it had arrived. The Spanish were willing to
surrender, but not to the Philippine insurgents
under Emilio Aguinaldo. The Americans therefore
concluded a discreet agreement whereby  they

former

would pass through rebel lines, make a token
attack, and accept a prompt Spanish surrender,
Apart from inevitable confusion and a few small
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fire fights the plan went smoothly, and on 1@
August, having lost only 17 dead and 105 wounded!
the Americans received the enemy’s surrender. Up
1o December a treaty was signed in Pards, ending
the war and leaving the Umited States with g
empire, Cuba became independent, but Americ
now ruled Puerto Rico, Guam and the Philippine

The Philippine insurgents, who had expeeted
their independence, promptly declared their ows
republic and comtinued to fight their new mastes)
with the same determination they had shows
against the old. The VIII Corps had been thinned
down to 12,000 men by discharges, but they now
mounted an offensive against some 40,000 natives:
Despite local successes the rebellion continued 1o
smoulder  sullenly, and by summer 18gg some
35,000 Americans were on the slands; eventualle?
mare than roo,ooo men were committed, By Apil
18gg the US Army cul communications between I-
the rebels in south and north Luzon by taking their
capital of Manolos, Further drives were made, but
1t was not until the capture by trickery of Aguinaldsd
in March 1801 that the back of the rebellion wasd
broken. President Theodore Roosevelt declared the
Philippine Insurrection at an end on 4 July 1goz;in
fact, sporadic fighting went on untl the islands
were finally granted their independence.

China and Mexico

Ome reason why America was so willing 1o spend]
lives and money to keep the Philippines was 1|'.~:'_;-
strategic position of the islands in the context qff
operations in Asia. This advantage was proved in|
early 1goo when a group of Chinese nationaliss
called by occidentals “the Boxers’, revolted agains}
loreign influcnce in China. At first the American



povernment wished to remain aloof from the affair,
anel the Army had its hands full in the Philippines;
hut troops were soon needed urgently to help
protect American lives and property. By July some
2,300 soldiers and marines, including the gth and
14t Infantrey, the Gth Cavalry and some artillery
hatteries, were in China. As part of a 1g,000-strong
mternational force unigue in history, they moved
from the port of Tiewsin to raise the siege of the
forvign legations in Peking alongside troops from
Atistria, Britain, France, Italy, Germany, Japan
andl Russia.

By 12 August the force reached the Outer City,
hefore whose walls a Russian attack was thrown
back. On the next day elements of the 14th Infantry
scaled the Tartar Wall, supporting British troops
who took the Outer Wall and relieved the besieged
legations. Battery F, 5th US Artillery then smashed
apen the gates of the Inner City —an officer calmly
marking with chalk where the shells were to
land!—and the allied troops stormed in. After
prolonged negotiations of a suitably oriental
deviousness, the Chinese Dowager Empress accep-
ted 2 peace treaty calling for an armed legation in
Peking, the establishment of a railroad under
armed guard [rom Tietsin to Peking, and the
pavment of reparations. American soldiers served
in China until 1938 as part of the international
parrison. America’s days of isolation from world
affairs were slipping inexorably away into history,
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The fighting in Cuba and the Philippines had
revealed shortcomings in the Army, ranging [rom
infantry weapons to the lack of a general staff.
Innovations at the lower end of the scale included
the replacement of the Krag by the new Migoy
Springfield rifle, a modern bolt-action magazine
weapon. The old Colt revolver, which had proved
unable to stop charging Moro fanatics in the
Philippines, was replaced by the hard-hitling .45
Migir Colt automatic. A g-inch field gun using
smokeless-powder shells was adopted by the
artillery in 1goz. At the top level of relorm, a
general stall, headed by a chiel of stall under the
Secretary of War, was created in 1gog, The same
vear saw the establishment of an Army War
Colieze, and major reforms in the National Guard.
The new-look Guard units would hold drills at least
twice a month, and would be assigned regular

officers; they would participate in summer man-
acuvres with régular units. Another important
change was that henceforward the President,
rather than state governors, would appoint Guard
officers when the Guard was in federal service,
The first major test for this reformed army came
in 1g16. At that time Pancho Villa controlled most
of northern Mexico and pursued a vigorously anti-
American line, unchecked by the Mexican govern-
mient partly through lack of will and partly through
lack of means to do so. On g March 1916 Villaled a
raid into US territory; at Columbus, New Mexico,
the Fillistas killed civilians, looted, burned, and
were finally driven off in a gunfight with men ol the
pgth Cavalry, This was intolerable, and within
This Mh[;z private wears the five-button fatigue blouse. His

weapon is the smokeless Krag-Jorgensen and his cartridges
are carried in his web helt.
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This 8y Harper's Weekly dmwi:ni shows a bugler
wearing the new khaki uniform with corps-coloured
cuffs, 'Igl'm bugle tnssels would be sky blue.
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twenty-four hours Brigadier General John J.
Pershing was piven command of a force which
had orders to enter Mexico and capiure Pancho
Villa. For some months Pershing and his men
ranged through northern Mexico, inflicting large
numbers of casualties on the irregulars but never
managing to capture the elusive Yilla himself. The
operations of US troops on Mexican soil had been
tolerated, grudgingly, at first; but the Mexican
government’s attitude hardened, and it sent troops
partly against Pershing and partly against Villa. In
June the two armies clashed at Carrizal in the
largest of a series of skirmishes, and the American

[
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National Guard was {ederalized shortly thereafier
Negotiations between the two countries broks
down, but luckily for Mexico a much more serios
threat was to distract the American governmen
and public. Relations between the USA ang
Germany were deteriorating, and with the pericd
af quiet along the border which followed Pershing?
withdrawal from Mexico, the quarrel was allowed
to cie,

Horld HWarl

In Europe war had been raging since 1914, at a cod,
of almost unbelievable losses. Trenches ran like @
belt of plague from Switzerland to the North Seis
and the hves of the soldiers who cowered in ther
had been made more precarious and unpleasant by
the widespread use of new '.*.rt:a]:-nne-.'—lrlelﬁﬁﬂi:?
machine guns, aircraflt, armoured tanks and poises
gas. Far away in America it was another nes
weapon which held the public’s atention, ong
which actually threatencd American lives— the U5
hoat. In May 1g15 the British liner Lusifania wa
sunk by a U-boat off the Irish coast, and amongs
those lost were 128 Americans. American publif
opinion, hitherto largely neutral, began to swing
behind the Allies in a “war to end war’, a “war &
make the world safe for democracy’™. On g1 Januan,
1917 the Germans announced that far from
respecting neutral flags on the high seas, their Us
boats would sink any vessel apparently engaged 00
commerce with the Allies. At the same time the
German foreign minister proposed to the Mexican
government that the two countries conclude il
alliance. Mexico would declare war on the USA
and in return for this distraction to keep .-Jtmcr'wui"f-
troops out of Europe, Germany would ‘allow
Mexico her long-lost lands in Texas, New Mexia®
and Arizona. This interesting suggestion was e
by the Briush, who had broken the Germa
diplomatic code, and they lost no time in pasing|
on to the Americans. Taken together with th
mounting toll of American lives lost toe unrestrict
submarine warfare, this was the final straw. Oné
April 1917 America entered the war,

The prospect of American reinforcements cam
none too soon for the exhaosted Allies, R
racked by internal revolution, could be virtualy



discounited as a fghting power, and would be
permanently out of the game within the year. The
Italians had heen knocked back 1oo miles after the
defeat of Caporetto, with go5,000 casualties. The
British, no longer the *Old Contemptibles’ of 1914,
had atternpted to draw pressure off the French by
the long-drawn-out battle of Paschendaele, and in
the process lost 245,000 men. France, most hard
pressed of all, was almost i extremis; some fifiy-four
divisions, weary to death of the seemingly senseless
slaughter on the Western Front, had mutinied. At
sea the U-boats were putting hundreds of thou-
sands of tons of cargo shipping under the waves,
and it was being calculated in Britain that by
October 1917 the country would be unable to
endure any longer. It was into this battered
eompany that the promise of American reinforce-
ment brought a rav of hope. The most immediate
practical help came from the US Navy, which at
once began participating in the Roval Navy's
convey escort programme 1o protect shipping. By
autumn 1517 some 97 US destrovers were serving
in this capacity, and while the U-boat menace was
not removed, it was much decreased by this
reinforcement.

General Pershing, back from Mexico, was given
command of the American Expeditonary Force;
rather than wait for the force to become a reality,
heset sail almost at once with the new st Division.
Although the Division lacked much vital equip-
ment, and was far from fully trained for the type of
warfare fought in France in g1y, its arvival in
Liverpool and subsequently in France was a great
boost to Allied civilian morale. A colonel on
Pershing’s staff’ recalled in a speech the French
nobleman who, in the War of Independence, had
joined the strugeling colonial army. ‘Lafayette,” he
cried, ‘we are here!” The crowd went wild.

Nevertheless, it would be some time belore the
rst Division and the others which followed 1t would
be ready to enter the trenches. Weapons were in
short supply. Since the ‘o3 Springfields were not
available in sufficient numbers Britsh Enfields re-
chambered for the American .go-cal. round were
made in Britain and the USA for issue to the AEF,

The French 75mm gun, which quickly gained the:

respect of American artillerymen, became the
standard field piece. Less-respected was the badly
designed, badly manufactured French automatic

rifle, the Chauchat; although chronically prone to

jamrmung, 1t became the standard issue hght

automaltic. The Britsh-designed steel helmer and
gas-mask were also adopted. The French supplied
tanks —though never in sufficient numbers —and
alrcraft.

Second only o beating the Germans, Pershing’s
alm was to maintain the integrity of the AEF as a
single American army under American command.
Given that an American division had a strength
much greater than comparable Allied formations
at this stage of the war, Pershing considered he
needed a minimum of twenty divisions Lo keep the
AEF independent. Officially he asked for 100, and
was assured that he would have eighty by 1914 In
point of fact forty-three American divisions served
i France before November 1gi8.

Pershing’s attitude was not shared by the Allied
supreme commander, Marshal Foch, or by Britsh
Expeditionary Force commander, Field Marshal
Haig. Both of them understandably wanted the
immediate benefit of young American blood in
their tired armies. Logic was on their side: they
supplicd much American equipment; it would take
the better part of a vear for the Amencans even to
get basic staff problems worked out, let alone

These Washington Volunteers are under fire in Taonig,
Philippines, in ¢ Mate how conveniently the white smoke of

their 4570 Springtields locates them for the enemy. One, half
sitting, wears braces.
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These cay en appear to be part of an lmict&rf parade,
They wear khaki uniforms on which the ye has, typically,
photographed black.

blooding their troops to the point where they would
represent a genuinely helpful contingent of the
Allied armies. To wait until the AEF had evolved
into a real army, in all senses of the word, was w
contemnplate German officers sunning themselves
on the Riviera in the meantime.

Logic seldom stands against the pressure of
public opinion. Pershing was not about to let his
command filter away between his fingers. President
Wilson, clected to office on the slogan "He kept us
out of war’, was not about to let the sons and
brothers of his voters serve under Allied generals
hardened by years of slaughter to the prospect ol
necessarily heav} casualties. Finally, the American
public was not about to see its boys serving in
strange armies where they ate funny lood and spoke
strange languages,

[

[t was Germany who pressed the problem toaf
resolution. They believed that they had 1918w
which to smash between the French and the Britsh,
roll the BEF into the sea, take Paris, and win the’
war, before American reinforcements representeds:
real threat, I they could not winin 1918 they never
would, So, using newly developed small unt
‘stormtroop’ tactics, with short artillery barrags
and speedy infantry advances which bypassel
enemy strongpoints and left them high and dryin
the rear, they attacked on the Somme on 21 March ':
g8, Another thirty-five divisions attacked along
the Armiens salient on g April, and a third push wns-:_c:
made against the Chemin des Dames, north-eastof
Paris, on 27 May. This last offensive against the
French brought matters to a head, and Pershing®
offered Foch his five most battle-ready divisions
These formations, including a US Marine Corp



brigade in the 2nd Division, went into the line
along the Marne. The Germans Failed to penetrate
their lines and found themselves on the defensive as
the 2nd Division pushed through Bellean Wood.
Despite a butcher’s bill of 9,777 American casual-
s the success of this baptism of fire boosted Allied
miorale,

Yer another German offensive followed, with a
thrust west from Sowssons and another southwards
from the southern fank of the Amiens salient; both
foundered on the French defence in depth into
which they ran. On 15 July 1918 the Germans
began their last offensive of the war, the “Frieden-
s’ o “peace attack’. One German army would
drve south from the Marne while another advan-
ced from Rheims, the two meeting on the Marne to
cut off a major part of the Allied armies.

A combination ol French and American troops
met this threat. The 28th Infanty, part of the 4th
Dinsion, gained its nickname ‘Rock of the Marne’
for hanging on grimly although surrounded on

Private Sowel, lefi, and Private Kimerh, Troop L, 19th
Cavalry, wear blue dress uniforms and hold Model rito light
cavalry sabres. They were photographed at Fort Leavenworth,

three sides. After only a day and a half 1t was clear
that the German oflensive was going nowhere [ast:
it was called oll, and the drearily familiar tactics of
defensive warlare were resumed.

Now 1t was the Alhes’ turn to attack; a
Franco-American offensive was launched on 17

July, spearheaded by the US st and 2nd Divisions,

which succeeded in pinching off the Marne salient
and driving the enemy back to the Vesle River. On
10 August, when enemy pressure had slackened
sulliciently to allow the French to release most
American umits, the US 1st Army of nineteen
divisions was finally created. The US IT Corps, of
twio divisions, continued under British command,
and several other formations remained with the
French, but an independent American army was at
last a reality,

While a major British offensive along the Somme
macle good progress the Americans proposed to
attack the 51 Mihiel salient. On 12 September the
LS foree, led by 265 Renault tanks (many in the
go4th Tank Brigade commanded by one Lt.-Col.
George 5. Pauton), fell upon a German garrison
which was already in the process of disengagement
and withdrawal from the salient. L'his contributed
ta the capture of 15,000 German prisoners for the
loss of 7,000 American casualties,

As this oflensive continued, Foch prepared his
master-stroke —nothing less than a general ad-
vance all along the fronts of the Belgian, French,
British and American armies. The Americans were
to attack first, on 26 September, above the Meuse
River and through the woodlands of the Argonne.
Following a three-hour bombardment, three
American corps smashed into four German div-
isions. Sophistication of defences made up for lack
of manpower on the German side; artillery was well
sighted-in, trenches were deep and well concealed,
and mutually supporting machine gun nests were
thick upon the ground. The American formations
on the lelt front of the advance, mostly unseasoned
troops replacing other units in need of a respite,
came to a grinding halt. Elsewhere the Allies met
better suceess; while Foch complained to Pershing
about slow American progress, the German High
Command was urging i1s government (o pegotate a
peace, and quickly.

Un 4 October Pershing put his more experienced
divisions mnto the Argonne, only to meet in their



turn German reinforcements; the pace was as slow
as ever. A leading battalion of the 77th Division was
cut off from the rest of the line and *lost™; it held out
for five days, desperately short of food, ammunition
and medical necessities, wartching air-dropped
supplies fall into the enemy lines. When finally
relieved by the rest of its division the battalion had
only 194 unwounded survivors out ol its original
fioo men. The battalion commander receved the
Medal of Honor,

The United States’s highest military decoration
was also awarded o a Tennessce backwoodsman
who became a legend —Acting Corporal Alvin C.
York., Charged by a squad of six Germans who
apparently banked on the American nfle’s known
magazine capacity of five rounds, York coolly
picked the encmy ol one by one, starting at the rear
s0 as not to discourage the rest, At the last moment
he shot down the officer leading the squad with the
Ciolt automatic he had thoughtfully kept ready to
hand., He then set out on a onc-man offensive,
eventually bringing 142 German prisoners back o
American lines,

While his men were performing feats of valour
Pershing himsell was accorded larger recognition
for his work and that of his troops by being named
commander of the American Army Group, com-
prising the original 13t Army and the newly-formed
and Army. Pershing now ranked with Haig or any
other Army Group commander,

By 31 October the Americans finally broke
through the third German line along the Meuse-
Argonne. The end was drawing near. Ficeld
Marshal Ludendorfl, one of Germany’s finest
generals, was relieved of his command, and headed
for neuatral Sweden in disguise. The Imperial
German Navy tried (o send its High Seas Fleet out
into a do-or-die fight with the Roval Navy, only to
see 115 sailors take over their ships and return o
port, flving red banners. Red flags were to be seen
in the streets of Berlin, too, and even in front-line
trenches. Germany's allies fell away one by one:
Bulgaria in late Seplember, Turkey on 30 October,
and finally Austria-Hungary —who started the
whaole bloody business-— on g November.

Pershing, along with some other far-sighted
Allied commanders, was afraid that Germany
would quit before the Allies could smash her
powerful army in a definitive encounter. His

offensive, and that of the other Allies, continuet
On 1 November the 1st US Army took the hﬂight'-:,'-
south of the German fourth line near Barricour
This exposed the German positions, and the)
rapidly fell back over the Meuse, On 5 Novembe
the US V Corps was across the Meuse. On the §ifl
the Americans were on the hills overlooking Sedan
where thev halied, allowing the French the
courtesy of re-taking a city which had held suct
emotive significance [or the French nation since th:
disaster of 1870. On that same day German ang
Allied representatives met in a railway coach in the
Compiégne Forest, and agreed that the war should
end at the eleventh hour of the cleventh day of the
eleventh month, 1918, Fighting went on right upw

This artillery private wears the ;ﬁn dress blue nniform wit
regulation red chest cords. The ‘ME’ on his collar indicatesh
i5 in the Maine Mational Guard.
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that moment, and when it finally arrived the guns
[ell silent and an astonmishing quiet hung over the
battlefields right across a continent. America’s, and
the world's most hideous war was over. And vet
‘Black Jack’ Pershing was not pleased.

“They never knew in Berlin that they were
beatenr’, he would say later. "We'll have to do 1t all
gveT again,’

Dress

Unitorms worn between 1Hgo and 18g5 are covered
i the previously-published The American Indian
Wars, r86e—1égo, in this series.

1895 1901

For full dress officers wore, according to General
Orders published in 18g5, "a double-breasted frock
coat of dark-blue cloth, the skirt to extend from
nie-hall o three-fourths the distance from the hip
juint to the bend of the knee’. Rank was indicated
by ageneral’s twelve buttons being placed in fours;
4 lienrenant-general’s ten buttons with “the upper
and lower groups by threes, and the middle groups
by fours’; a major-general’s nine buttons in threes,
and a brigadier-general’s eight buttons in pairs.
Field grade officers wore nine evenly placed
buttons, while company-grade oflicers wore seven
evenly placed buttons in cach row. Generals wore
epaulettes to indicate rank, while other officers
wore shoulder straps marked with corps colour and
rank.

On undress duty all officers were to wear ‘a
sngle-breasted sack coat of dark-blue cloth or
serge, with standing collar fastened . . 5 coat o
cose with a fap containing suitable concealed
tastenings, the skirt to extend from one-third o
mwa-thirds the distance from the hip joint w0 the
bend of the knee | . . a vertical opening ateach side
of the hip . . . ; shoulder straps and collar insignia to
bt worn. The coat o be trimmed with lusirous
black mohair flat braid as follows: Edged all
around the bortom, the front edges, the collar, and
for six inches upward from the bottom along hoth
side openings to the skirt, with braid 1} inches
wide. . . . During the warm season post com-
manders may authorize this coat made of white
duck or flannel, to be worn with white braid, but

This New JE:rk::,r MNatiomal Guard Eig;.n.l.] ﬂnrj:ﬂ oficer wears
the full dress nnitorm with its field glass case worn on a steap
across the body,

without shoulder straps or collar insignia’

In t8gg officers received the option of another
undress coat: “A blouse of dark-blue cloth or serge
with four outside pockets with Haps; falling collar,
single-breasted wath five buttons n front” It was
cut the same length as the sack coat, and shoulder
straps were worn on the blouse. Generals wore these
blouses double-breasted with buttons arranged in
the same wav as on their dress coats,

In 18498 another style of field coat was autho-
rized, * .. a blouse of cotton drilling or khaki . _ .
made with a single pleat 2 inches wide in the back
and extending from the collar to the end of the
skirt; with two outside breast pockeis and two
outside pockets below the waist; pockets covered
with Haps, buttoned by a small regulation brass
button; . . . The coat to have a standing collar, . . .
from 11 inches to 2 inches in widih . . . a strap on
each shoulder reaching from the sleeve seam o the
collar seam and buttoning at the upper point with a
small brass regulation button: straps to be 11 inches



wide at the sleeve and 1 inch wide at the collar.
Coat to  be buttoned by five
buttons. . . . The straps to be of the same material
as the coat and of the color of the lacings of the
arm.’

Those eolours were for general and staff officers,
dark blue; for infantry, sky blue; for cavalry,
vellow, and for artillery, scarlet. The United States
coal of arms was to be worn on the shoulder straps
midway between collar and slecve, just above the
rank insignia. Rank insignia,
shoulders, consisted of three stars [or a lieutenant-
general, two stars for a major-general, one star for a
brigadier-general, a silver spread eagle for a
colonel, a silver oak leafl for a lieutenant-colonel, a
gold oak leaf for a major, two silver bars tor a
captain and one silver bar for a first licutenant. A
second lieutenant’s straps were plain,

On undress collars oflicers were to have the gold
letters U5, or U5V, for U.S. Volunteers. Behind
that was to be the insignia of the ollicer’s respective
corps. Lhese were as lollows:

Adyutant General’s Department—A shield of gold or
gilt metal, or embroidered in gold. faspector General’s
Department—Gold or gilt sword and [asces crossed
and wreathed. Judge Advocate General’s Department—
Sword and pen crossed and wreathed, embroidered
in gold, or of gold or gilt mewal, Quarlermasier’s
Department—Sword and key crossed on a wheel
surmounted on a spread cagle, ol gold or gilt metal,
platinum and emmu;-] Subsistence Depariment—A
silver crescent | inch between cusps, to be placed
near the golden letters “10.8., cusps (o the rear.
Pay Department—A diamont 3 by 1 inch, em-
broidered in gold, or of gold or gilt metal, placed
with diagonal  wvertical.  Medical
Department — A modification ol the cross of the
Knights of St, John, to be § inch over all,
embroidered in gold or made of gold or gilt metalin
exact imitation ol gold embroidery, the centre
plain, and the cross without border. Corps of
Engineers— A silver-turreted  castle.  Ordnance
Depariment—Shell and flame, of gold or gilt metal,
or embroidered in gold. Officers of the Record and
Pension Office—A wrefoil within and partly on a gold
wreath, in metal or embroidered in gold and silver,
Cavalry— Two crossed sabres, 1 oinch high, with
number of regiment above intersection, of gold or
gilt metal, or embroidered in gold, Artillery—Two

regulation

worn o both

shorter

T4

crossed cannon, 1 inch high, with number o
regiment at intersection, of gold or gilt metal, ¢
embroidered in gold. fnfaniry—Two erossed rifles |
inch high, with number of regiment above int
section, of gold or gilt metal, or embroidered &
gold.

The chaplain’s uniform consisted of a plain bl
frock coat with a standing collar and a row of nir
black buttons. Chaplains could also wear a double
breasted black frock coat with a falling collar a
seven buttons down each row, For undress chap
lains could wear a plain black sack coat, withe
falling collar and five buttons down the fron
Trousers were plain black. US Military Academ
professors and Judge Advocate General’s Depart:
ment officers on duty could wear a plain dark bl
dress coat with their corps button,

Generals and staff officers were to have dark bl
trousers, while cavaley, artdllery and infanty
officers wore sky blue trousers with a stripe I}:
inches wide of their corps facing colour down eac
leg. Plain white wousers could be worn in the
summer and khaki trousers, breeches fin
mounted men, in the field. Officers’ ties were blad
and, when off duty, they could wear white, buffa
blug waisteoats.

For dress generals and staff officers wore chafems
de bras, while helmets were worn by other offic
These had an cagle plate in front with a shield and
regimental number superimposed over crosse
cannon, sabres or rifles. Mounted olficers” helme :
were topped with buffalo hair plumes, white [
inlaniry, vellow for cavalry and red for artllen:
I'oot officers wore spikes on their helmet (o
Mounted officers’ helmets had a ser of cordy
“attached to the lefit side of the helmet (which) comg
down to the left shoulder, where they are h
together by a slide, one cord then passing to e
frarit and the other to the rear of the neck, crossing
upon the right shoulder and passing :-:cparalu[f
around to the front and rear of the right arm, where
they are again united and held ogether by a ﬁ]id::i
under the arm; the united cords then cross e
breast and are looped up to the upper button on the
left side of the coat’.

For undress all oflicers wore dark blue caps. *..

New York National Guard infantry urgﬂ-ﬁl in 51.tm.met'um|1
in 1gog, wearing the 1gos khalki






the diameter at the top slightly less than at the base,
the height a3 inches all around; .. . The visor of
black patent leather . . . green underneath, round-
ed, and sloping downward from the horizontal . . .
four black meral evelets for ventilation, two on cach
side, placed above the hand; a cap cord of gold
bullion § inch in diameter, secured at both ends by
small regulation buttons. . . . For general officers. a
baned of black wvelvet, and for all other officers,
except chaplains, a band of lustrous black mohair
braid . . .

“I'he cap badge lor all officers will be the coat of
arms of the United States, embroadered mnogold,
modified according to pattern, and will be placed
in front so that the top of the badge will be slightly
below the top of the cap.”

Chaplains wore plain black slouch hats, All other
officers wore black or drab slouch hats in the field,
with gold hat cords for generals and mixed black-
and-gold cords for other officers,

Generals were the only officers to wear sashes,
and theirs were either bulfsilk or bull silk and gold
thread mixed with silk bullion fringe ends.
Brigadier-generals wore their sashes around their
waists, while higher generals could wear theirs
across the body from left shoulder o nght side.

When wearing the undress coat, the sword belt
was to be worn underneath the coart, with sword
slings protruding from beneath it When carrving a
pistol, belts were worn over the coat. Generals had
red sword belts with three stripes of gold em-
broidery down the length. Field officers wore black
beltswith a single gpold stripe, while stall officers had
four gold lace stripes interwoven with black silk.
Cavalry, infantry and artillery officers also had four
gold stripes on their belts. Signal Corps officers also
wore shoulder belts and field glass cases in both
dress and undress,

Officers’ overcoats were dark blue, with four
black mohair netted frog buttons and moehair cord
loops on the front. They had two vertieal side
pockets just below the hip, and reached six to eight
inches below the knee. Generals’ overcoats had
dark blue removable capes edged in black mohair
and made with black velvet collars. Other officers
waore hoods, ‘made to button around the neck,
under the collar, and large enough to cover the
head and cap’. Rank on overcoats was indicated by
a flat black mohair soutache braid koot on cach
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cuff. Colonels had five braids: lieutenant-colong
four; majors, three; captains, two; first lieutenan
one; and second lieutenants, plain cufls.

‘A capeofthe same colorand material as the o
and reaching to the tips of the fingers when the a
i5 extended, having a rolling collar ol black velv
inches broad, and closing at the throat with a ly
laop, as described above, may be worn by |
oflicers when not on duty with troops under arm
These were lined in corps colours.

Infantry enlisted men wore dark blue coq
buttoned with nine buttons in a row and piped
white down the front. The standing collar
white. *Skirt of the coat, on cach side of the openi
behind, to be faced with white cloth, ormament
with six buttons ., . . the edges of slit to be piped w
white; shoulder straps of cloth the color of
facings . .
cloth on front side, ornamented with three button

Artllery, engineer and ordnance men had ¢
same pattern coat, with facings of scarlet |
artillery, scarlet piped with white for engineers i
crimson piped with white for ordnance. Lig

-3 sleeves to have a cuff facing of wh

artillerymen, signal corps sergeants and caval
men wore similar, but shorter, coats faced w
scarlet for light artillery, black piped with white|
signal corps sergeants, and vellow lor cavalh
Musicians had the same coats as others o th
corps, ‘with an ornamentation on the breas
braid of same color as the facings, running fromt
buttons across the breast, the outer extremit
terminating in “herring bone,” and the bra
returning back to the buttons’. Commissary a
post quartermaster sergeants wore infantry-leng
coals, with facings of cadet grev piped with whi
for commissary sergeants, and bufl piped wi
white for post quartermaster sergeants.

In the field enlisted men could wear dark bl
blouses made with rolling collars and live butto
down the front, or khaki blouses hke those of th
officers. The khaki blouses had corps-coloun
detachable shoulder straps. The colours were t
same as worn on dress coats, Hospital corps m
had emerald preen, and electrician sergean
scarlet. Enlisted grade was indicated by cheveor
worn points down above the elbow on blous
helow the elbow on overcoats. Gold chevreons we
worn lor full dress and corps-coloured on
otherwise:



This fearless group from Company F, gth Pennsylvania

Nativnal Guard Regiment, in 190g have ‘o3 Springficids and
wear @ variely of gaiter styles.

‘Rank will be indicated as follows: Regimental
Sergeant Major—Three bars and an are of three
hars. Regimental Quartermaster Serpeant— Three hars
and a tie of three bars. Regimental Commissary
Sergeant— Three bars and a tie of three bars, having
a crescent [points front) 2 inch above the inner
- angle of chevron. Sguadron or Battalion Serpeant
Mapors—Three bars and an arc of two bars. Chisf
Musician—Three bars and an are of two bars, with
# bugle of pattern worn on caps in the center,
Principal Musician—Three bars and a bugle. Drum
Major—Three bars and two embroidered crossed
batons, Ordnance Sergeant—Three bars and a star,
fust Quartermaster Sergeant—Three bars and a
crossed key and pen. Post Commissary Sergeant—
Three bars and a crescent {points to the front) 11
inches above the inner angle of chevron, faspital
Meward —Three bars and an arc of one bar, of
emerald green cloth, inclosing a red cross. Acting
Huspital Nteward —The same as for a hospital

steward, omitling the arc. Private of the Haspital
Corps, and all persons neutralized by the terms af the
Geneva Convention— A brassard of white cloth, 16
inches long and 4 inches wide, with a cross of red
cloth, 2 inches long and 2 inches wide, in center, to
be worn on the left arm, above the elbow. Sergeant of
the Frrst Class of the Signel Corps— Three bars and an
are of one bar, inclosing a device consisting of
crossed signal flags, red and white, and a burning
torch in yellow. Sergeant of the Sipnal Corps —Same as
for a sergeant of the first class, omitting the arc,
Corforal of the Signal Corps—Two bars inclosing
same device as for sergeant of the first class. First-
Class Private of the Signal Corps— Device consisting of
crossed signal flags, red and white, and a burning
torch in yellow. Electrician Sergeant— Three bars and
a representation of forked lightning, embroidered
in white silk, bars to be scarlet. First Serveant—

Three bars and a lozenge. Troop, Battery, or Company
CQuartermaster Sergeant— Three hars and a tie of one
bar. Sergeant—Three bars. Regimental and Battalion
Cador Sergeant — Three bars and a sphere, 11 inches

I=
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in diameter. Corporal—Two bars. Lance Corporal —
One bar. Cook—A cook’s eap of cloth conforming in
color to arm of service, except for Signal Corps,
which will be black upon white cloth. Farrzer — A
horseshoe of cloth 43 inches long and 33 inches
wide, worn toe uppermost, Saddfer— A saddler’s
round knife, of cloth, Mechanic and Arfificer—Two
crossed hammers, of cloth, First-Class Guaner— An
insignia of scarlet cloth neatly piped and stitched on
the outside ol the right sleeve halfway between the
point of the shoulder and elbow, below the chevron

in case of a noncommissioned oflicer, the shape of

the insignia 1o be that of an clongated cannon
projectile 11 inches long and # inches wide, point
up.’

To indicate service of one enlistment, three or
five yvears, soldiers could wear a diagonal gold lace
chevron ! inch wide just above the dress coat cuff.

Hospital corps men had their service stripes of

emerald green piped with white. War service was
indicated by corps colour piping on the chevron, or
orange piping for hospital corps men.

Trousers for all enlisted men were sky blue,
excepl for engineers who wore dark blue, Sergeants
had an inch-wide stripe down each leg: corporals
and lance corporals, a 1 inch-wide stripe, and
musicians, two ¥ inch-wide stripes. Colours were
corps facing colours, except for engineers who had
scarlet stripes piped white; ordnance sergeants,
crimson; post quartermaster sergeants, bull; com-
missary sergeants, cadet grey ; hospital corps men,
emerald green (14 inches wide for stewards, 1 inch
lor acting stewards and 4 inch for privates);
clectrician sergeants, scarlet; and signal corps
sergeants, black.

Khaki trousers had no stripes. Dark brown
canvas leggings were worn with khaki trousers.
Shirts were dark blue and were often worn instead
of blouses. Chevrons were not worn on shirts.

Helmets like those worn by officers; plumed for
mounted men and spiked for unmounted, were
worn by enlisted men. Officer-tvpe undress caps
were also worn by enlisted men, with a cap badge of
the crossed canmon, rifles or sabres, with a company
letter above the intersection for artillerymen,
infantrymen or cavalrymen. Ordnance men wore a
shell and Aame badge, while hospital stewards wore
a white cross within a white wreath. Medical corps
privates wore plain white crosses. Cap badges for

ra

This interesting scene at the summer camp of the g
Pennsylvania National Guard Regiment shows how seriont
the men took their annual training, A company quarterm;
sergeant, dressed, is at the left. The man on the right wes
issue underwear.
commissary sergeants were while crescents, pag
upward, within a gilt wreath. Post quartermasi
sergeants wore a white crossed key and pen within
gilt wreath. Electrician sergeants wore white forke
lightning within a gilt wreath. Engineers wors
brass turreted castle with a company letier abovel
Field musicians wore bugles with their regimeni
numbers within the loop and company letter ab
it. Band musicians wore white lyres, while cava
trumpeters wore crossed sabres with a regimens
number above them and company letter below, !
the field men could wear drab slouch hats w
corps coloured hat cords,

Overcoats were ‘of sky-blue cloth, doubl
breasted . . . the lining of the capes to conformd
the color of the facing on the uniform, except l
infantry, in which case they will be dark blue’,

Such was the regulation uniform of the U
soldier going off 1o the Spanish-American Wi
Such was not always the detual uniform he recer

Private Charles Johnson Post of the élite 3
New York National Guard Regiment received §
first uniform only shortly belore shipping ouf
Cuba. “True’, he wrote, ‘T had a uniforns
cerulean-blue pants with a broad, deep blue strif
down the sides, and they fitted reasonably well B
my blouse! I had always thought that a “hlos
was specifically an article of feminine apparel
sort of loose shirtwaist with a snappy, come-lit
cffect, But in that man’s army, a blouse &
anything worn outside a shirt and insides
overcoat, and instantly provoecative of a ﬁfEl‘g_



aute anguish if it wasn't buttoned. Also it was
supposed to fit.

“They were short of blouses when mine was
st ; that is, short of normal blouses for normal
met: So iy blouse was left over from some outsized
predecessor, a mere {ragment of whose clothing

This man wears the khaki basic 1917 uniform and holds his
Mimtana peak hat.

would have outfitted me nside and out, with a
Sundav suit left over. The turned-back sleeves
reached my elbows; the blouse folded around me so
that its buttons were at all times under my arms,
and it reached my knees like a frock coat,’

Even if it looked good, a wool blouse and wool
trousers were hardly the proper attire for chopping
through the bush in almost-equatorial Cuba,
Puerte Rico or the Philippines. Therefore the
Army’s Quartermaster General had an experimen-
tal lot ol 10,000 khaki uniforms, as described in the
dress general orders, made up in April 1868, These
proved so successful that he tried to clothe the entire
army in khaki immediately. Unfortunately no
American manufacturers could make true khaki
clath, a closely woven but light-weight cotton [irst
used by the British Army. Even light canvas was
difficult to produce in large enough quantity to
clothe the Army, and it was not until 8 June that the
New York Depot Quartermaster, finally satisfied
with manufacturers’ cloth samples, issued contracts
for 50,000 khaki uniforms. In the meantime the
blue blouses, shirts and trousers were ordered made
of a lighter-weight wool than usual: but wool 13
wool, whatever the weight.

As it turned out only 5,000 khaki uniforms were
available for the entire V' Corps before it shipped
out to Cuba. Its men had to fight their battles
wearing light blue wool trousers, which rapidly
faded almost to white, and dark blue shirts. Only
the red bandannas most then wore around their
necks gave any indication of the climate, To be
entirely diflerent, of course, the st Volunteer
Cavalry Regiment eschewed red bandannas, wear-
ing instead copies of Roosevelt's own blue polka-
dot bandanna. Teddy himsell was noted by
correspondent Richard Harding Davis, charging
up San Juan Hill, *... mounted high on his
horseback, and charging the rifle-pits at a gallop
and quite alone, . .. He wore on his sombrero a
blue polka-dot handkerchief, 4 fa Havelock, which,
as he advanced, floated straight behind his head,
like a guidon.’

On 1o July enough khaki uniforms for every man
in V Carps arrived off Siboney. There, in the ships’
holds, they sat for a formight due to the lack of
unloading facilities. By the end of August 8o,000
khaki uniforms were issued—uniforms most noted
for their bad fit and poor wearing qualities. and for

[



These officers are from the base hospital in Camp Sherman,
Ohin, about rgr7. Note the one standing, second from lefi, is
an American Red Cross representative with ‘ARC? and cross
collar hadges.

being just about as hot as the wool ones liad been,
On 23 April 18gg Private Jacob Detar, 1oth
Pennsylvania, noted in his diary in the Philippines:
‘Weather hot. Order for daily drill—brown under-
shirt, brown trousers, legeing, Guard mount. Blue
shirt, brown trowsers, pofished shoes. Parade. Blue
blouse, white trowsers, hlack shoes, &e¢. Gingham
shirtsstillon hand. Have concluded the waris over.’

1902 1920

On 31 December 1gog General Orders No, 132
gave the Army a new uniform

Full dress officer’s coats were the same as they
had been with the addition of a black velvet collar
and four-inch deep black velvet cuff for aenerals.
Gold cak leaves were embroidered around the
collar and cufl. Major-gencrals and brigadier-
gencrals wore their stars above the cuff, while staff
department generals wore their COTPS Insignia an
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inch above the cuff and a star an inch above thy

Lower ranking officers had two bands of ha
inch gold wire lace around the collar, one onu
and one on the bottom with the corps colour |
between, Their sleeves will be ornament
with a band of 3-inch gold-wire lace . . . passiy
around the cuff 2} inches from the end of the slems
to be surmounted by the insienia of rank, indicar
by flat gold-wire braid. . . . The insignia of corg
.- will be placed in the center of the open s
under the braid insignia.’

The 1895 undress coat became a dress coat
generals received a different style dress coat, as
coat of dark-blue | . . high rolling collar: doy
breasted .. . buttons grou ped according o m
- - A white coat for hot climates, made the same
the 1895 undress coat but all in white, was il
avthorized.

Khaki had proved itself so well that now
officers were to wear ‘a single-breasted sack coa
olive-drab wool material for winter wedar, and 4
khaki-colored khaki material for summer wear




in the tropics, made with two outside breast pateh
i ::""k_ets and two ontside patch pockets below the
gmst, pockets covered by flaps, rounded at the
edpes, buttoned by a small regulation button. The

atto have a falling collar. . . . On each shoulder a
ﬁlnnp of the same material as the coat let in at the
shoulder seam and reaching from the sleeve seam to
e edee of the collar, and buttoning at the upper

smd with a small regulation bronze button. . . . All
battons for this coat o be of dull-finish-bronze
mesal.’

Eachofficer was to wear the US coat of arms on hig
eollar about an inch from the ends, with his corps
insiznia § inch from the arms, In December 1gog the
twal of arms was replaced by the letlers LS. Collar
insignia was finished dull. Rank insignia was worn
on the shoulder loop near the sleeve seam,

Overcoats for all officers were now also olive-
drab; closed with five olive-drab buttons and made
with a rolling collar between four and five inchesin
width. Rank was indicated on the overcoat by the
same black braid knots on the cuffs as worn in 1895,
Within the knot’s centre the wearer's corps insignia
was embroidered.

Full dress trousers were dark blue with two half-
inch gold stripes down the legs for generals, one for
staff and department officers, and one corps-colour
sripe for line officers. Line officers wore the same
srousers for dress but staff officers and generals wore
plain dark blue trousers for dress. Service trousers
were olive-drab wool or khaki cotton to match the
CoAls,

While generals could still wear the chapean de bras
for full dress, all other officers wore hats like the
undress caps of 1895. The major difference was thai
the dlhouette was reversed: the crown was now
larger than the band, with an {-inch overhang.
For full dress generals were to wear this cap with
i blue-black velvel band embroidered with gold
sak leaves around the base, and oak leaves
gmbroidered on the black leather visor. Other
officers had gold stripes on the top and bottom of
their cap bands with the corps colour in between,
Ficld officers wore gold oak leal embroidery on
their visors. The same cap was worn for dress,
except generals wore plain black velvet bands and
pther officers wore plain black mohair bands. The
insignia for both caps was a gold embroidered coat
ofarms of the United States. In hot weather white

This man ix in officer training, He wears an officer’s §
Corps insignia on his hat with enlisted men’s collar discs.
Different schools wore different coloured hat bands,

COVErs were worn over the caps.

Rank insignia, sashes and belts were the same as
they had been in 18g5.

Some corps colours had changed. Signal Corps
officers now wore orange piped with white ; medical
corps officers, maroon, and ordnance officers, black
piped with scarlet. Some insignia was also changed.
The medical insignia was a gold caduceus. The
Signal Corps insignia was “two crossed signal flags
and a burning torch, in gold and silver’. The Chief
of Bureau of Insular Alfairs wore ‘a bunch ol seven
arrows, with wings on sides, 1 inch in height, in gold
or gilt metal’. All aides-de-camp were 1o wear °. . .
the shield of the United States, of properly colored
enamel, 3 inch high and £ inch wide at top,
surmounted by a gold eagle, with wings
displayed. . .. On the blue field of the shield a star
or stars, according to the rank of the general on
whose staff the officer is serving.” Regimental staff

ol
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second lieutenant, Below their regimental ha
they ware “the foot of a horse, shod, with wing:
sides, of white metal, . . Thf! coat of arms of
United States will not lm worn by veterinarian
In 1goz the enlisted man’s unitorm heca
rather simpler than it had been. For [ull dress
wore an all-dark-blue coat, with a single row of
buttons down the front and a a standing collar, ]
collar, shoulder loops. and cuffs to be piped w
“cord edge braid” of the color of corps, departme
or arm of service. The color of the braid
Engineers, Ordnance, Hospital Corps, and Sigr
Corps to be mixed in alternate stripes.’ Coart coll
were marked with brass corpsinsignia and the lett
U.5., as on officers’ service coats. The same insigr
appeared on the collars of the olive-drab or khs
service coals, which were also the same as thosewa
by officers. Musicians’ coatswere no longer differe
[rom those of the other men, Overcoats were oliy
drab wool, made like officers’ coats, Dress trouse
were the same asin 1895 except Engineers now wa
sky blue. The changes in stripe colours were ford)
Ordnance Corps, which now wore black piped wil
scarlet; Hospital Corps, maroon, piped with 'nht'
and Signal Corps, orange piped with white, ]
service detachment at the US Military Acaden
i’ wore bull stripes.

The shirt could be worn without collar discs and a tie or with The same type of dress hat worn by officers
hoth,

authorized for other ranks. Instead of gold st
the wearer had two corps colour stripes, 13 inds
oflicers were now to wear their department insignia wide, one at the top and the other at the hotiome
in the lower angles of their regimental badges or  the hat band. The hat insighia was brass, a oo
above the centre turret of the Engincer’s badge. insignia like that worn on officers’ collars, TH
Regimental chaplains wore a Latin cross with their USMA detachment wore Quartermaster Depans
regimental badge. ment insignia. Bandsmen wore white Iyres, marks
For mess dress officers could wear ‘an evening  with a yellow castle in the centre for cngin
dress coat of dark-blue cloth cut on the lines of the bands, regimental numbers for cavalry and §
civilian dress coat, with the regulation eilt buttons tantry bands, and band numbers for ardl i
; the sleeves of this coat to be ornamented forall  bands. Engineer field musicians had hrass bug
officers in the same manner as the sleeves of their  with a while metal castle in the centre and a b
full dress uniform coats. . .. A waistcoat of dark company letter above it. Infantry and cavalry fii
blue or white, cut low with full open hosom, three  musicians wore 2 a bugle with the company or
gilt regulation buttons, should be worn with this  letter o its centre and the regimental n iy
coat; also full dress trousers, patent-leather shoes, above it Artillery field musicians had a bugle
and full-dress cap.’ Gold shoulder knots were worn— batte ry number it its centre, The dress cap wasl
with mess dress. A similar mess jacket could also be  same as the full dress cap but all dark blue. Sl
worn with white trousers in hat weather, hats or olive-drab or khaki service hats of the s
Veterinarians were not allowed full deess uni- design as dress hats could also be worn with seif
forms but wore the dress of a cavalry or artillery  dress. Service hat insignia was finished dull

2o



In 1902 chevrons were reversed, and hencefor-
ward were worn points up on all dress coats, service
coals and overcoats. Otherwise they were asin 18g5
except for:

Batialion of Engineers, Ouartermaster Sergeant
Three bars and a tie of two bars. Ordnance Seraeani-
Three bars and an arc of one bar, inclosing a shell
and flame. Sergeant of Ordnance—The same as for
Ordnance Sergeant, omitting the arc, Corporal af
Ordnance—Two bars, inclosing shell and Aame.
Prvafe of Ovdnance—The shell and flame, Post
Unariermaster Sergeant— Three bars and insignia of
the  Cuartermaster’s Department.  Hospital
dtavard—Three bars and an arc of one bar, of
maroon cloth, inclosing a caduceus 1 inches high,
embroidered in maroon silk: the bars. arc, and
mduceus to have a narrow white border, Acting
Hospital Steward —The same as for hospital steward,
mitting the arc. Lance Acting Hospital Steward— A
heveon of one bar of maroon cloth with white

itypical growp of trainees on the march. Note the variety of
miforms and hats, The man looking back from the front is an
ifficer, as is the one on the extreme front right.

border, in addition to and placed just above th
caduceus for a private, Private of the Hospital Corps—
A device consisting of a caduceus 1} inches hig)
embroidered in maroon silk and having a whit
border; to be worn on hoth sleeves of all coat
midway between the clbow and the shoulder. Firg
Class Private, Engineers—T'o be distinguished by ai
insignia of a castle of red cloth, 13 inches long ane
height in proportion: castle to be piped with whit
and worn on outside of right slecve halfway
between the front of the shoulder and elbow, Cols
Sergeant— Three bars and a star, Stabls Sergeant, Fiels
Artillery—Three bars and a horse’s head,

Signal Corps non-commissioned officers now
had orange chevrons. Medical personnel were also
to wear white brassards with red crosses on their lefi
arms above the elhow,

Shirts were olive-drab flannel, worn with chev-
rons; or white muslin in hot climates.

Almost immediately changes were ordered to
the 1go2 uniform. From August 1903 oflicers in
the infantry were to wear white st ripes an dress
trousers, while infantry, cavalry and artillery




afficers were (o wear plain dark blue mess dress
trousers. Shoes for service dress were russet brown,
nol black. Service dress belts were also russet.

In November 1903 an Army Nurse Corps was
created, Its members were o wear a ' . . waist and
shirt of suitable white matenal, adjustable white
culls, bishop collar, white apron and cap . . . the
badge of the corps is the cross of the Medical Dept,
in green enamel with gilt edge. This is pinned on
the left side ol the collar of the uniform or on a
corresponding part of her dress when she is not in
uniform.’

In 1go5 Signal Corps officers received a shoulder
belt holding a field glass case for [ull dress. The
chict Signal Officer’s belt was red Russian leather
with four stripes of gold bullion on it,

In October 1gos the old slouch hat was officially
replaced by the “Montana® peak hat. Hat cords
were corps coloured, and line troops wore their
regimental number and company letter on the hat
fronts. Non-commissioned officers wore their regi-
mental badges withour wreaths,

Men in the Signal Corps, including aviators,
wore orange, blue and white mixed hat cords: in
the Engineers, white and a purple red: a salmon
shade of bulfin the Quartermaster Corps; Medical
Corps men wore mixed purple, white and blue; and
Ordnance Corps men wore mixed black and red.
Line enlisted men wore their traditonal red, vellow
or light blue cords. All officers, regardless of corps,
wore mixed black and gold cords.

In 1911 the service coat collar, which had been a
‘falling’ one, was made a simple stand-up collar like
that on the dress coat. Officers retained their old
collar insignia but enlisted men now wore dull
bronze discs about an inch wide on each collar.
According to 1911 dress regulations, ‘the button
insignia will be worn on the service coat, the button
with the “U.S."" being worn on the right side of the
collar, and the button with the corps, department,
or regiment and company on the left side’. Corps
insignia remained the same as before,

Olive-drab shirts without coats were olten worn
in the field. Coat collar insignia was then worn on
the shirt collars, with officers wearing their rank
badges on theirs. A second lieutenant wore his corps
badge, and chaplains, a Latin cross,

Coast Artllery enlisted men had blue denim

fatigue trousers, coats and foppy hai. Chevrons on
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Job, with a cook wearing a cook’s cap, and

this fatigue uniform were red, although t:ulive-dr:aim_!
071 5CTVICE COALs,

After 1911 only dress unilorms had corps
coloured chevrons. Olive-drab chevrons were abio
worn on olive-drab sweaters, [irst issued in rgig,
Officers’ ranks were indicated by the badges on the!
shirt callars worn over the sweater, '

Besides chevrons, enlisted men in specific fields
had “Specialty Marks™, These ofien indicated his

wagoner wearing a wagon wheel, A [arrier wOre 2
horse’s head: a bugler, a bugle, and a saddler, 3
saddler’s round knife, Master specialists had their
insignia surrounded by a wreath and topped witha
star. A chief mechanic wore crossed hammes
within a wreath but no star; a master gunner, 3
shell, wreath and star, and a master electrician, five
lightning bolts, wreath and star. Other specialisi
simply wore copies of their corps insignia. Spre
lalists” badges were worn only on the right arm, just
above the elbow, although at first they were waen
on both sleeves,

So uniformed, the Army was set for its toughes
test vet: World War 1. As in the Spanish—-American
War there simply was not enough equipment
including clothing, available to kit out all the initl
volunteers. A q2nd Division artillery private drews
typical uniform shortly after joining, “The uni-
form®, Private Leslie Langille wrote, ‘consists of
khaki leggings [Spanish-American War snvle]
0.1, breeches [three sizes too large), khaki blows
(too small), and an O.D. barracks cap that coms
well down aver the ears. The thrill of a job wel
done dims realization that we look like -'_‘umtdiam.'i]

Stlly the men were uniformed and equipped and®
off to France. There they were inspected by the
Allies for the first ime. One who served with them,
Laurence Stallings, wrote: ‘the “Regulars” stood
al altention in campaign hats, neck-choking collas’
that permitted no rolls of fat, breeches tailared forg
gymunast’s knees, leggings pipe-clayved and fitied o
the calf, blouses with patch pockets that woul
hardly accommaodate a pack of cigarettes. (What
ever talents the West Pointers who designed i
smart uniform may have had, consideration o
comfort or serviceability was not among them, !’

The uniforms were not only uncomfortable, bt
not as well made as those of other Allies. The ol i
drab wool was virtnally blanket wool, mai (

T




1: 1st Lientenant, Corps of Engineers, 1893
2: Ordance Sergeant, 1893
3: Sergeant, 24th Infantry Regt., 1803




I: Commissary Sergeant, 71st New York Volunteer Infantry, 1898
2: 1st Lientenant, 1st Massachusetts Artillery, 1898
3: Private, Infantry 1898




1: Major, Military Secretary’s Department, 1905
2: Lt. Colonel, Signal Corps, 1905
3: Bguadron Sergeant Major, 1st Cavalry, 1905
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2: Colour Sergeant, Infantry, South Carolina National Guard, 1915

1: Captain, Quartermaster General’s Department, 1915
3: Brigadier General, 1915
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1: Battery Quartermaster Sergeant, Field Artillery, 1916

2: 1st Lientenant, 1916
3: Colonel, Inspector-General’s Department, 1916
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1: Mechanie, T9th Infantey Division, 1918
2: Captain, Artillery, 1918
i1 1st Sergeant, 88th Infantry Div,, 1918

s



1: Captain, 1918
2. Regi.m_entnlﬁuppl}rﬂﬂrgemt, 1918
3: Company Supply Sergeant, Milicary Police, 1918




1: Military Aviator, 1918
2: 1st Lieutenant, 310ith Engineers, 1919
3: Company Mess Sergeant, 3389th Infantry Regt., 1919

o



mthout seams so that small threads were always
sorking their way loose along the edges. Cuiney
tharpe Miles, an AEF lieutenant, was disgusted
aith the way it looked. T think it is short-sighted
wlicy that the American private soldier’s uniform
snot so well made and of such good material as (o
| agpire him with pride in his personal appearance,
athe Canadian uniform does the men who wear it
The American uniform is too much like a suit of
weralls, and naturally it is treated as overalls will
dheays be treated.’
! Lieutenant Miles chid like one addition o the
uiform which was made immediately on arnving
i France—the Sam Browne belt, “The belt is
muired’, he wrote home, ‘for all officers of the
iked Armies so that the saldiers of all nations may
¢ able 1o recognize oflicers of other nations and
qow them the proper military courtesies. 1 had
apposed that the belt was merely an adornment,
but it is a necessity, as has been proven by
sperience, to prevent confusion within the Allies’
complex military machine. Personally, I think the
added “set up” which the helt gives (o the
American officer would justify its use if there was no
el necessity lor i’

General Pershing agreed with Lieutenant Miles,
He adopted the belt whole-heartedly, liking the
West Point® brace it gave its wearer. Reaction

of Staff, Major-General Peyton March, hated it
and had military police stationed at docks to meer
fhips returning and make officers remove their
beliz, He went so far as having men in New York
theatres to catch- offending Sam Browne belt
wearers. US Marine Corps officers, under Navy
command, delighted in flaunting their belts in the
nited States. Secrctary of the Army Newton
ir]’:akrr saw one mack-solemn ceremony on a Llroop
| ship returning home where all the officers gathered
an the forecastle, led by a major-general. All
ogether they threw their belts overboard —some in
dishke of them and others before General March
could do it for them, The war of the Sam Browne
telt couldn’t last forever, and it was resolved when
General Pershing returned to America as General
of the Armies of the United States. Sam Browne
was the winner.

Correspondents accompanied troops to France,
dressed as Army officers with only the US eypher on

eeewhere, however, was mixed. The Army’s Chiel

This first lieutenant, Quartermaster's Corps, wears the
officer’s hat with its dulled cagle cont-of-arms insignia, and
brown lepther visor and chin strap,

their collars and no other 1nsignia except a green
brassard on the left arm with a red ‘¢ on it

Headgear was changed shortly afier arrival in
France. The campaign hat, which was of awkward
size and shape, was replaced by asteel helmet based
on the British model, and by an ‘overseas cap’ for
wear when in the rear. "'We cannot wear the hats
over here’, Lieutenant Miles wrote home, “as they
have been replaced for service by the small cap, cut
on the French model. The caps were adopted
particularly because they can be worn under the
helmet, and will keep the head warm in cold
weather.” The caps were plain olive-drab wool for
enlisted men with the corps insignia disec worn on
the lefi front side. Olicers” caps were bound n the
same corps colours as their hat cords. Rank insignia
was worn on the left front side ol the cap. The
Americans in France also replaced their leggings
with olwve-drab wool puttees.



Still one more piece of equipment was added 1o
the soldier’s load, This, also copied [rom the Britsh,
was the gas mask. Although gas poisoning was
disliked, the mask was dishked almost as much.
Marme Corps Private Levi Hemrick just about
summed up the typical viewpoint: "Our American
gas masks were big, and a clumsy nuisance to carry,
and downright disagrecable and obnoxious to
wear,” They were box-type respirators, which
could be strapped up under the face for quick use,
or worn at waist level out of the way when not
needed. A clip held the nose shut while the wearer
breathed through a rubber mouthpicee like that
used by skindivers. Troops with [lat noses, such as
blacks and orientals, could not use the nose clips
and they were issued French gas masks which
slipped over the wearer's whole face. The masks
were uncomfortable, but worked. Tn April 1g18
two lleutenants, to prove that soldiers could
function in them, ran twelve miles wearing theirs.

“Their chin pieces were filled with mucus and thel
uniforms beslobbered, but neither youth was th
worse for it’, wrote Laurence Stallings.

For the first time since the rank was created iy
the American Army, the second lientenant finall
received, in December 117, his own insignia, 3
gold bar, “Gold for the lower rank and silver for th
higher may seem a wifle out of keeping’, wroteq
pleased Second Licutenant Miles, *but it is accord.
ing toarmy precedent. The major wears a gold leal
the licutenant-colonel a silver one. Some of they
days when | go on leave, 1 may have occasion i
wear the new Insignia, but none are available owe
here now, and the only second lieutenants who ar
wearing them are the new arrivals who have lefi the
States since the new order was issued.

The American uniforms at first were plaing
than those of the Allies, but this changed. The las
change to the uniform was the divisional shoulder
patch, authorized for most units in late g8

Demils of an officer’s coat, showing a Jth DMvision patch,
QHnrthaiter Corps insignia, and
six months' overseas duty.
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half-chevron indicating




Orders issued to the 28th Division on 27 Oclober
1418 are typical:

A red keystone has been designated as the
distinctive insignia of this division. Keystones are to
be worn on all coats and overcoarts, including the
trench and short coats worn by officers, and the
mackinaw 1ssucd to engineers, motoreycle drivers,
Bic., but not on the shicker. A standard size of
kevstone of sclected color and guality of cloth has
been adopted and contracted for by the Quarter-
master Department. These will be issued at the rate
of two per man and no others will be worn. They
are o be sewed on the lefl sleeve with red thread,
the top to be on a line with the seam.’

Divisional patches soon appearcd in all sorts of
previously unthought-of places. Patches were
painted on helmets, usually on the front but
someitmes on the left. They even appeared on
lopries and gas masks.

The AEF general headquarters had a horizon-
tally divided tricolour dise in lines (from top) ol red,

white, and blue. The sst Army had a squared-off

This soldier wears the issne enlisted man*s overcoat.

This group wears a variety of cold weather garb. Note the
5]!1!1'51."5! sweater worn by the man in the front row and the

for-lined jackets worn by several standing men,







black *A°. The 2nd Army had the number *2°, the top
ted and bottom white, The grd Army had a white *A
within a red circle, all on a blue disc. T Corps had a
blue disc edged white. /I Corps had a blue tangle
pdged white with a roman *11°, an cagle on the lefi
and a lion on the right. fff Cerps had a three-
pointed blue star with a white triangle in the centre.
I Corpr had a dise quartered, the top night and
hottom left blue and other two quarters, white. I
Gerps had a brown pentagon edged tan with a line
from each angle intersection meeting in the centre.
K Corfrs had a blue disc with a white '6°. VI Corps
had a blue seven-pointed design with a white “7.
VT Corps had a blue octagon with a white "8, LY
Cirps had a red “TX" within a red circle on a blue
disc.

The rst thuision had a red “1' on an olive-drah
shield, The ard Divicion wore a natural coloured
Indian chief’s face, facing left, on a white star on a
hlack shield. The grd Division had a blue square
with three white diagonal stripes from top night to
bottom leli. The gth fivision had four ivy leaves
growing from a central circle. The gtf Divivion wore
ared triangle. The 6th Diviston had a red Star of
David. The 7eh Divesion wore a black hour-glass on
ared shield. The &tk Diwiston had a white “8" with a
vellow arrow pointing straight up on a blue shield.
The 26th Divivion wore a blue monogram “YD'. The
270 Division had a blue dise edged in red with the
red stars of Orion and monogram ‘NY'. The =8t
Dizzsion wore a red keystone, The 2otk Division wore
a blue (left) and grey “ving/vang® circle,

The zoth Divisten had the letters OHIO as a
monogram in blue. The gest Division had the red
fetters ‘DY facing each other in a white circle
etdged red. The geond Diviston wore a red arrow, line
through its middle, pointing up. The 55rd Division
had a yellow cross on a black back. The g4h
Dizision wore a white skull on a black drinking
vessel. The gath Division had a white eircle
quartered blue. The 560k Devision wore the letter 17
on a grey arrowhead pointing down. The gzth
Division wore a red circle edged white, The gdifh
Dietsion had a shield, left half blue and right half
red, with the monogram “CY ' in its centre. The goth
Division had a twelve-pointed vellow star on a blue

This fully equipped private is ready to go to France in 1g1f.
Nate the "o3 Springficld and canvas gafters. He wears the Tong
pack’,

Officers of the 364th Infantry Regiment just afier reaching
France. As yet they do not wear the Sam Browne belt.

square. The grst Division wore a vellow rising sun
overa blue horizon on a red sky, all in a half-circle.
The g2ad Divesion had a rainbow facing right,
coloured red, vellow and blue from the wop. The
=6th Divicion had a shield, bottom red and top blue,
with a white sideways 'E’ in the blue. The 77tk
Dieesien had a yellow Statue of Liberty on a blue
background. The 78k Division had a white light-
ning bolt from top right to bottom left on a red
half-circle. The 7gth Divisivnhad a licht blue Cross of
Lorraine on a dark blue shield.

The &oth Division had an OD shield with blue
mountains in the middle, all edeed in white. The
drst Division wore a black, angry cat on an OD
circle edged black. The 82nd Divivion had the white
letters *AA" in a blue disc on a red square. The §grd
Diviston wore a vellow monogram OHIO on a black
triangle, point down. The Sg0h Division had a red-
headed axe with a blue handle on a white disc
edged red with the blue words "LINCOLN 84’
around the inside edge. The 856k Diision wore the
letters *CD" in red on an OD disc. The &6th Division
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had a black hawk with the letters "BH" in a shield on
his chest within a red shield. The Szih Division wore
an O acorn on a green circle. The 8866 Divesion
wore d black quatrefoil. The Jgik Dizision had the
black letter “W" on an OD disc edged black. The
goth Dirision wore a ved monogram “T0Y, The gra
Dhvision had a green pine tree. The gend Dhivision
had a black bison on a white disc edeed black, The
ggrd Diwstan had a sky blue French helmet on a
black circle.

Men in the 27th and goth Divisions wore their

insignia on British uniforms since they were
assigned to and clothed by the British Army.
Buttons, however, were the black American Army
cagle ones, obtained from American stores. The
French also had Americans in their ranks. A special
unit was made up of Americans who had joined the
French Army before America entered the war,
They were assigned to the *Reserve Mallet', under

Soldiers in canvas gaifers and peak hats examine a French
Nieuport airplane.

command of a French Caprain Mallet. They wor
the standard American uniform, but had a specid:
shoulder patch of a green shield with a 3-'!.*]]01.:;
hunting horn, mouthpiece to the lefl.

Special troops also had shoulder patches. The
ambulance service wore a while rooster, [acing lefl,
on a dark red disc. Troops in the District of Parke
had a sky blue fleur-de-lvs on a black triange
which pointed down. Services of Supply troop
wore a blue patch with their 305 in a nd
monogram. The SO5 advance sector troops wored
skyv blue patch edoed dark blue with a red Crog
of Lorraine and the letters "AS" under thag
Chemical Warfare Service troops wore a shickd
with the top blue and bottom yellow, the top bemg
narrower at the left than the right. The fledeling
Tank Corps wore a triangle, point up, cqually
divided into yellow, red and blue sections. Rail
head troops wore a black triangle edged red witha
red ‘B in the centre. The same patch, but edged
vellow, was worn by troops of the Regulaton
statlon.




964th Infantry Regi-
ment, wears the typical officer’s kit with his pack snapped to
bis pistol belt.

Second Liemtenant Royall W. Bingins,

ORDERS OF BATTLE
V Corps, 18¢8

1st Division isf Brigads: Gth Inf, 16th Inf, 7ist New
York Volunteer Int. znd Hrigade: 2nd Inf, 1oth Inf, 215
Inf. grd Brigade: oth Inf, 1qth Inf 24th Inf

and Division 15f Hrigade: 7ch Inf, 2ch Inf, 17th Inf 2nd
Hiigade: bih Inf, 2end Inf, end Massachusetts Volunteer
Inf, grd Brigade: 150 Inf, gth Inf] 24th Inf

Independent Brigade 5rd Inf, 2oth Inl

Cavalry Division /¢ Hrigade: qrd Cav, 6th Cav, gth
Cav. zod Brivade: 181 Cav, 1oth Cav, st Volunteer Cav
(Rough Riders).

Artillery Corps: 15t Arty, 2nd Arty,

Engineer Corps. Bignal Corps Detachment.

Tue AEF, 19171918

15t Division rof Brigade; 16th Inf] 18th Inf, end MG Bn.
anf Brigade: 2bth Inf, 2B8th Inf, qrd MG B ro Feld Arty
Brigade: 5th FA, Gth FA, 7th FA, 151 Engrs, 151 MG Bn,
ani Field Signal Bn.

and Division grd Srigade; gih Int, 2qrd Inf, 5th MG Bn,
i Brgade ( Marines): sth Marines, 6th Marines, 6th
MG Bn (Marines). sad Fo Bripade: 12th FA, 15th FA,
17th FA, 2nd Engrs. 4th MG Bo. 15t Field Signal Bn.
grd Division 5t Brigade: 4th Inf, 7th Inf, 8th MG Bn,

These fun-loving soldiers wear overseas caps but one still has
canvas gaiters while the other has puttees, Note one has a
cigarette holder, which became popular during the war.

Oife Brigade: joth Inf, 48ch Inf, gth MG Bn. grd F4
Brigade: 10th FA, 18th FA 76cth FA. 6th Engrs. 7th MG
Bn. 5th Field Signal Bn.

4th Division 7tf Brigade: qoth Inll 47th Inf) vith MG
Bn. &th Brigade: 58th Inf, soth Inf, rath MG Bn, g6 FA
Bripade; 19th FA, 16th FA, 77th FA. 4th Engrs. 10th MG
Bn. 8Bth Field Signal Bn.

sth Divisiom off Srigade: Goth Inb, Grst Ind 1qth MG
B, 1otk Brigade: Gth Inf, tith Inf, 15th MG Bn, 500 FA
Brigade: 1gth FA, soth FA, e1st FA. 3th Engrs. 19th MG
Bn. gth Field Signal Bn.

6th Dhvision 710k Brigade: 5151 Int, s2nd Tal 151th MG
Bn. rzth Brigade: 5qrd Inf, sqth Inf, 18th MG Bn. 1:ch
FA. 318th Engrs. 16th MG Bn. 6th Field Signal Bn.
=th Division ¢ 3/l Brigade: 55th Inf, 56th Inf, 2oth MG
Bo. rgth Brigade: g4th Inl) G4th Inf, 2151 MG Bn. sth
Frgrs. 1ath MG Bn, roth Field Signal Bn,

z6th Division 515 Srivade: 1oist Infl 1oznd Inf 1o2nd
MG Bn. 5end Brigade: 103vd Inl, 1og4th Inf, roged MG
Bu. srst FA Brigade: voust FA, 1oznd FA, 1ogrd FA.
1o1st Engrs. 1015t MG Bn. 1o1st Field Signal Bn.

z7th Division 59rd Brigade: 105th Inf, ro6th Inf; 105th
MG Bn. 540 Brigade: to7th Inl, 108th Inf, robth MG
Bri. sond FA Bripade: 104th FA; 105th FA, 1o6th FA
1oznd Engrs: rogth MG Bn. 1oz2nd Field Signal Bo.
2fith Division 5506 Brigade: 1ogth Inf, r1oth Inf, 1ofith
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MG B, g6tk Brigade: 111th Inf, 1r2th Inf rogih MG
Br. g9rd FA Brigade: toyth FA, 1oBth FA, 1ogth FA
1ogrd Engrs, 107th MG Bn. togrd Field Signal Bn.

aqth Diivision 5700 Brigade: 113th Inf, 1rgth Ind, renth
MG Bn. 58th Brigade: 115th Inf, 116th Inf, 112th MG
Bn. 1ogth Engrs. 110th MG Bn. 1o4th Field Signal Ba.
qoth Division 594 Brigade: 117th Inf, 118th Inf, 114th
MG Bo, fioth Brigade: 11gth Inf) 120th Inf, 1e5th MG
Bn, ssth FA Brigade: 113th FA, 114th FA, r15th FA
1o5th Engrs. 113th MG Bo, to5th Field Signal Bn,

gznd Division (3rd Brigade: 125th [nf, 126th Inf, 120th
MG Bn. &gth Brigade: 127th Inf, 128th Inf, r2ist MG B,
to7th Engrs, 11gth MG Bn. 1o7th Field Signal Bo.

ggrd Division 6500 Brigade: 12gth Inf, 1g0th Inf, 1250d
MG Bn. 66t Brisade: 15150 Infy 1320d Inf) 124th MG
Br. 58tk FA Brigade: 122nd FA, 123rd FA, 124th FA,
rofth Eners. 1aznd MG Bi, 108th Field Signal Bn.

geth Division figth Brigade: 137th Inf, 158th Inf, r29th
MG Bo. zoth Brigade: 19gth Inf, 140th Inl, 150th MG
Bri. fioth FA Brigade: 128th FA, 12gth FA, 130th FA

Troops rest after taking Hill 204 in the Belleau Wood. Note the
overseas caps and informal shelters,

AT
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t1oth Engrs. 128th MG Bn. 11ath Field Signal Bn.
a6th Division 715t Brigade: 14150 Inf, 142nd Int, 1520
MG Bn. rend Brigade: 1451d Inf, 144th Inf; r33rd MG
Bn, 111th Enges. 1315t MG B 1110th Field Signal Bu
gvth Division 7gd Brigade: 145th Inf, 146th Inf, 1350
MG B, 7gth Brigade: 147th Inll 148th Inf, 156th MG
Bn. Gznd FA Brigade: 14th FA, 155th FA, 136th FA
r1zth Engrs, 134th MG Bn. 1 12th Field Signal Bn.
42nd Division &grd Brigade: 165th Inf, 166th Inf, 1500
MG Br. 8qek Brigade: 167th Inf, 168th Inf, 1515t MGBa
Grth FA Brigade; 1q0th FA, 150th FA, 1518t FAL 1170
Engrs. 14gth MG Bn. 117th Field Signal Bn.

seth Division /5574 Brigade: 505th Inl, 306th Inf, o5k
MG Bri. 154tk Brigade: qo7th Inf, o8th Inf, obth Mt
Bn. r5znd FA Brigade: qo4th FA, go5th FA, go6th FA
goend Engrs. goqth MG Bn. goznd Field Signal Bo,
=8th Division 1 55th Brigade: ogth Inf, groth Inf, o8
MG Bn. r56th Brigade: 311ch Inf, g12th Inf, gogth MG
Br. 152rd FA Brigade: g07th FA, 308th FA, gooth FA,
gogrd Engrs. g07th MG Bn. 3o3ed Field Signal Bn,




sgth Division 7 57tk Brigade: g1gth Inf, 314th Inf gr1th
MG Br. r58th Brigade: gi5th Inf, g16th Inf, 512th MG
Bn. so4th Engrs. 310th MG Bn. go4th Field Signal Bn.
fioth Division 7 50tk Brigade: 31 7th Inl, 318th Inf; 141h
MG B, sGoth Brigade: qgth Inf, g2oth Inl g15th MG
Bo. i55th FA Brigade: 319th FA, 314th FA, g15th FA,
sosth Engrs, 315th MG Bn. go5th Field Signal Bn.

f1st Division 1675 Brigade: gaist Inf, 322nd Inf, 317th
MG Bn. rfiend Brigade: g291d Inf, 324th Inf, g18th MG
B, go6ith Engrs. 516th MG Bn. go6h Field Signal Bn.
Sand Dhvision réged Bripade: g25th Inf, gatith Inf
santh MG Bn. 1 Ggeh Brigade: ge7th Inf, 328th Inf, gzist
MG B 157tk FA Brigade: g1gth FA, 320th FA, g21st
FA. q07th Engrs. 519th MG B 307th Field Signal Bn,
88th Division 1 75th Brizade: 349th Inf, 550th Inf; 338th
MG B, 776tk Brigade: 3515t Inf, 352nd Inf, 330th MG
Ba. g13th Engrs. 337th MG Bn. 513th Field Signal Bn,
Bgth Division 77tk Brigads: 353rd Inf, 354th Inf, 54181
MG Bn. 178tk Brigade: 555th Inf, 356th Inf, 342nd MG
Bi. r6igth FA Brigade: gq0th FA, 3415 FA, 542nd FA.
giqth Engrs, 540th MG Bn, 314th Field Signal B,
goth Division ¢ 7otk Brigade: 37th Inf, 358th Int, 944th
MG Br, r8ath Bripade; 350th Inf, g6oth Inf, 354th MG
Bn. 315th Engrs. 343rd MG Bn, g15th Field Signal Bn,
gist Division 181 Brigade: 3615t Inf, 262nd Inf, 547th
MG Br. r8znd Brizade: 363rd Inf, g6qth Inf, g48th MG
Bn. 316th Engrs, g46th MG Ba. 316th Field Signal Bn,
gand Division :&3rd Hrigade: gbgth Inf, zb6ith Infl
azoth MG Bn. rdgth Brigade: 567th Int, 368th Inf, 35180
MG B, 167th FA Bripade: 349th FA, g50th FA, 518t
FA. 319th Engrs. gq0th MG Bn. g25th Field Signal Bn.
Unassigned infantry regiments: j5end Inf [served
in ltaly}, 36gth Inf, 37o0th Inf, 3715t Inf, and 3720d Inf.
Unassigned artillery 57t FA Brigade: ti1gth FA,
izoth FA, 1215t FA, 147th FA, 66ih FA Brigade: 146th
FA, 148th FA_ 758t FA Brigade: 32end FA, gagrd FA,
aoqth FA. Ariillery Parks: 151, 2nd, grd, 4th Corps and 13t
Army. Coast Artillery corps: g2nd Arty, 451d Arty, 44th
Arty, 518t Arty, 32nd Arty, 557d Arcey, 55th Arty, 56th
Arty, 57th Arty, 58th Arty, 5gth Arty, Goth Arty, G5th
Arty, Anti-aireraft wnits: 15t Bn, 2nd Bn, 1st MG Bn, end
MG Bn. 15t Bn, Trench Arvty, 15t Gas Regt,
Unassigned Field Signal Battalioms: 115th, jorst,
qoth, 9toth, g17th, g18th, 316th, g22nd.

Unassigned combat units: 2nd Cavalry: jo1st Bn,
Tank Corps; 344th Bn, Tank Corps; 345th Bn, Tank
Corps; 545th Bo, Tank Corps.

Unassigned Engineer Regiments: 11th (Standard
Gauge Railway). 12th (Light Railway). 13th {Standard
Gauge Railway Operation), 14th (Light Railway). 15th
(Suandard Gauge Railwav). 1bth (Standard Gauge
Railway). 215t { Light Railway). zend (Light Railway].
sard (Highway}. 24th (Supply and Shop), 25th {General
Constr.}, 26th [Water Supply). 27th (Mining], 28th
(Quarry). 2gth {Surveying and Printing). 57th (Electri-
el and  Mechanicall. goth  [Camouflage). 56th

The wiool O overseas cop with a blackened collar
dise insignia. The caps have a vaguely Serbian loak
although they were copied from a French model,

X

(Searchlight). 114th, 115th, 3018, go8th, 51oth, bo2nd,
Bogrd, Gogth,

Unassigned Pioneer Infantry Regiments: 1st, ardd,
s1st, send, 53rd. 54th, 56th, Boznd, Bogrd, Bogth, Bosth,
dobth, 8o7th, Sobth.

Unassigned Telegraph Battalions: 51st, rond, 551h,
qo1st, 4o5th, qobth, gogth, greth, grath, 417th, 41gth.

Air Service

13t Gorps Chservation G 1st Gorps Chbs Squadron, 12th
Corps Obs Squadron, soth Corps Obs Squadron. gre
Corps Oby Gp: 88th Corps Obs Squadron, goth Corps Obs
Squadron, ragth Squadron (Aie Park). gth Corpis Obs G
8th Corps Obs Squadron, 135th Corps Obs Squadron,
168th Corps Ohbs Squadron. 5tk Corps Obs G2 guth Corps
Obs Squacdron, 1ogth Corps Obs Squadron, 15t Air
Park. Gth Corps Obs G 3541h Corps Obs Squadron, 7
Corps (s G 258th Corps Obs Squadron, 1t Army Obs
Gz gth Army Obs Squadron (Night), zq4th Army Obs
Squadron, gist Army Obs Squadron, 186th Army Obs
Squadron,

st Day Bombardment Gp: 11th Day Bombardment
Squadron, 20th Day Bombardment Squadron, gbth Day
Bombardment Squadron, 166th Day Bombardment
Squadron. zed Day Bembardment Gp: 163rd Day Bom-
bardment Squadron.

pst Pursuit Gp: 29th Pursuit Squadron, ggth Pursuit
Squadron, gsth Pursuit Squadron, 147th Pursuit
Squadron, 185th Pursuit Squadron (Night}, gth Air
Park. zad Pursuit Gp: gth Pursuit Squadron, 2znd
Pursuit Squadron, 4gth Pursuit Squadron, 13gth Pursuit
Squadron, sth Air Park, grd Pursuit G 28th Pursuit
Squadron, gard Pursuit Squadron, rogrd Pursuit
Seuadron, 215th Pursuit Squadron, 2nd Air Park. g
Pursuit Gp: 17th Pursuit Squadron, 141st Pursuil
Squadron, 148th Pursuit Squadron, Gth Air Park,

rit Corfs Ballvor Gp: 1st Balloon Co, 2nd Balloon Cio, 5th
Balloon Co. grd Corp Balisen Gp: grd Balloon Co, 4th
Balloon Co, gth Balloon Co, 42nd Balloon Ca. gt Corps
Balfoor Gp: 15th Balloon Co, 16th Balloon Co, Ggth
Balloon Co. 5th Corps Balloon Gp: 6th Balloon Co, 7th
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This: man wears the American gas mask, copied from the
Eritish model, and helmet, also a British design. The masks
were uneamfortable, but worked. Note the number oo the

‘noke’.

Balloon Co, 8th Balloon Co, 12th Balloon Co. &8 Corfes
Balipon Gz 10th Balloon Co. drmy Balloons, rst Army:
11th Balloon Co, 44rd Balloon Co.

grd Air Park: Flight A (2nd Purswit Gpj, Flight B (151
Army Obs Gp), Flight C {4th Corps Obs Gp).
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1 e Plates

s Fivst Liewlenand, Corps af Engiieers, 183

The 1Hge patlern dress coat worn here  was
chaneed In 1dgs by climinating the braid on the
sleeves and across the chest, This Beutenant wears
cinvas and leather “rarvrison shoes™, which were

worn tor comlbort on post, His sword is the 1860

Aall” nfficer’s sword, the standard (oot olllcer’s

edged weapon,

Az Ordnance Serpeant. 183

This ordnance sergeant has six sold hall-chevrons
on each sleeve of his jacket indicating extremely
lonig service prioe w his appointment. Chrdnance
serreants were responsible for the mamenance
aricl 1'[‘|'.|Jl'1r ol all the weaponry i ihie barracks,

Aqo Sergeant, 2gth Tnfanivy Regtiment, 1663

The zyth Infaniry, which consisted of black enlis-
ted men and white ollicers, had been founded in
1860, In 18g3 the regiment had been splic mto s
companies and-scattered all over New Mexico and
1||.'|-E|-_|"[:I[h,l_ III]'ll:'[':,' |_|||;"‘| _LEI.IHF'I;]:'{[ .\II.JF;]“ill‘h {H1 [l‘ll.il.
reservations and settlers from Indian cutbreaks.
He is armed with a single-shot Springfield and,
indeed, looks very similar to soldiers who served in
the Clivil War hall'a century belore.

Br: Commisiary Sergeant, 7ist New Vork Volunieer
frfaniry, riioh
The 7181 was one of the few volunteer regiments to
see action during the Spamsh- American War,
= i

These troops man g captured German machine gun, with
three German hand grenades next to their two-man fox hale.




A field kitchen in France, Mote the Brivish sleeveless leather
jerkins worn by several of the men. These were issued 1o
drivers. The woman appears to be “local help®.

Before gpoing to Cuba, however, they exchanged
the awkward Merriam Patent Knapsacks shown
here for the more comlortable Blanket roll. The
pack was designed with straps to eross the hips ane
supporting braces to take the weight ofl the
shoulders and ree the chest [ram constriction, The
pack was divided into two compartments for
clothing and rations. Despite its unique design
features, 1t was hated and rarely used.

fz: First Livatenant. 150 Massachselts dreteflery, 188
The st Massachusetts did not see acuon m Caba,
However, 1ts olficers did acquire the new khaks
coats first issued during the Spanish- American
War., Most oflicers wore similar unilorms with
branch ol service colours. The IS V. on the collar
stands for United Scates Volunteers,

B Privale, fnfantry, 18G5
Virtually all infanteymen in the Cuban and Philip-
pine Campaigns looked the same in theie dark blue

uh

wool shirts, hiehit blue trousers, and brownish hat
amcl ganers. Although better tor hot climaies,
khaki unilorms were not generally available unul
alter active campalgning, The weapon he holdsis:
the standard M85 o g0 calibre Krag Jorgensen
rillc.

L Major, Miletary Secretary’s Department, 1403
This major wears the cap introduced in o5, the
coal introduced in 1895, and the sword intraduced
in 103, The Malitary Secretary™s Department was
created from the Adjutant General’s Department
in rgog and lasted unol i was again named the
Adpant General’s Department i igoj. The
shield on this major’s collar indicates his Depart-
ment membership.

(Co: Laendenant Colonel. Signal Corps, 1965

The 1goz dress regulations specified khaks uni-
forms lor all oceasions except ‘dress”. This officer
wears the coat authorized in 1o, which lacked
any branch ol service colours. His collar badoe was
first worn in 1864 when the Signal Corps was

LR I'.I'IL'lil.




AFrench-made Renawlt ]lgl:l.‘l wank, with a erew af two and very
slow speed; was the mainstay of American armour. George 5,
Fatton, Jr., made his reputation as an armour commander
during World War L

G Syhadron Sérpeant Major, st Cavalry, 1905

The 15t Cavalry was lormed in 1822 as the U5,
Regiment of Dragoons, During  the
o120, it received battde horours for Santiago

tind), and Luzon. the Philippines (1go1r-og),

period

The sergeant’s sabre is the Mi86o light cavalry
sahre,

Dy Capiare, Quarlermaster Cremeral’s Depariment, 1655
Fhe varions branch ol service colours were shown
on the officer™s full dress uniformoon the hat, sword-
Belt, andd coat collar. Another row of cull lace was
addedd for cach rank higher, The aiguillete was

only authorized for officers of the General Stafl

Corgs and permanent and detailed officers of the
Adjutant General’s and Inspector General's De-
partments, aides de-camp, regimental adjutants,
artillery district adjutants. engineer batalion ad-
jutants, and military atachés, such as this man
apparently is.

Bo: Calaur Sevgeant, fnfantry, South Caroling National
(rieared, 1015

All enlisted men wore basically the same dress
uniforms, with branch of zervice coloured trin.
I"':I:-”'.' :{Eili.ilt“-l.i {:l_l:-l]‘{l.‘t:“l{'ll b el [li.,l]!'..l:'{l .l}"q 1_|:|;I:":i]'
state nitials on their coat collars. By this ame, the
chevren situation had grown quite conlusing with
many corps, such as the Medieal and Signal Corps,
wing special chevrons with unigque markings.
However, standard grades wore the same chevrons
throughout the army.

L fivizadivr Ceneral | 1gi5

All mounted officers wore breeches. and bigats for
fuell The sash marked the
general ollicers; major-generals wore their sashes

clress, rank among
across the bady from the richt shoulder to the lefi
side and not extended around the waist. The sword
isthe standard Migos oflicer’s sabre, carried Ly all
army officers,

Fi: Batiery Quartermasier Sergeanic it Batlalion, gt
Regiment of Faeld Avtillery { Mouniain |, ra16
The gthwas organized in 1gos and its 15t Battalion
was on the Mexican border when Pancho Villa
radded Columbus, New Mexico. It was then sent
e Mexico to capture Villa. This sergeant is
armed with a Coltantomatic ;}E.-j:u] and an M 1G0g
Springlield rifle: The hat cord indicates branch of

HETVICE,

These two officers wear Sam Browne belts but one has kept his
Montana peak hat and wears an enlisted man’s puttees,




Major James Presnell, Medical Corps, wears chevrons on his

lefi cuff indicating a year's overseas service,

i frsd Livatenant, 1qifi
When wearing the shirt as the outer FArMent, as

wals L he E]!';-I_I'I_il'l:' e the i'iHII[J-'-II-}_:'H against Pancho!

Villa, the allicer’s braonch al service could not he
told, Indecd. the second heatenant, who did not
have a rank badge but wore plaim officer s dress,
would wear o insigna at all save his gold and
black hat cord that would mark him as an oflicer.

Foge Calomel | fnispector General’s Department, 1l

Theall-white unilorm was worn as a dress wmilorm
m ot The duties of officers of the
Inspector General’s Deparmment, as defined in

climates.

1ab5, were (o inspect “all matters pertaining (o the

military art or having imterest ina military point ef

view : They made sure that company funds were
not misused, that the men were treated Iiui;'l}', arig
thiat all public properiy was accounted [or,

13

oz Mectenie, poit- fnfantey Divesion, 1o

We have chosen to show shoulder msigma onall
World War One figures, althouch chis insienia wis
cenerally notauthorvized unl the war was almos
over and. in Lact, the vast majoney of s never
wore such instenia untl it was over, However, ith
worthnoting that some unit insignia was sorn that
was notat all like the insignia genervally assoctted
with the unit today, Dillerent elements of many
divisions wore different msignta from cach other
Farexample, the best-known 7oth patch includes
a white Crass of Loreaine on a blue shield edoed m
wlile, However, this variation was also worn
within the division in g8 The 7gth was recruiie
in Penmsylvania, Marvland, and the District of
Columbia.

Fos Capian, o ."|'.".I".Ir.l-{}'. fvd Infantry Division. rgid
The Bard {Ohio) Division was recruited in Ohio
and western Pennsvlivaniac All Army officers wore
essentially the same unitorm as did enlisted me,
save for the worsted Fice stripe on cach culll The
russet brown Sam Browne belt was adopled by
officers of the American Expeditionary Foree
CALF] in Europe to bring them into line with all
other Allied officers who wore these belts,

Fgr Fedd Sevgeant, SSh Infaniry Dieron, 1918

The 88th Ihwvision came [rom Ilhinos, Towa,
Minnesota, and North Dakota. This seraeant has
armed himsell with the short-bladed trench knife
with its ribbed guard which was intended for usein
hand-to-hand combat. He s armed with hothe a
semi-autonatic pistol and an Mogog Springleld.

Cor: Caftan, rgrd

The oflicer’ s overcoat came with an Ausirian koot
on the cull that indicated rank, One more braid
was added {or each higher rank. These braids wers
made 1 black, dark: brown, and a khaki that
matched the voat colour, according 1o the indiye
wdual officer’s taste. The coat buttons were a hand,
translucent plastic without design on their [ronts,

Giz: Regmmental Supply Sevseant; gzt RS de o
1 57me Divtsion Gavhet, 1

1'his man s in one ol Tour American resiments |

abagth through the 37end) which served with the

French Army. The men wore their American
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General of the Armies John J. Pershing on his way inte a
European conference at the end of the war,

amtorms but owere issued French weapons and
weontrements, such as the ‘Bervthier’ Mgt rifle
his sergeant holds, The metal canister holds his
french gas mask, The men of the 37180 were
wwarded their shoulder patch Tor service with a
French colontal division at Verdun, The reciment
st a thivd of s men in acton. Enlisted men and
Ialack. their French
ommander nicknamed them “my Black Waich®,

nany oflicers were hence

52 Company Supiply Sergeant, Military Police Company,
Second Army Headguarters, rgrd!
Phe army did not have any official military police
orce espectally rained for that duty until the AEF
ctupts own Military Police Force on 15 Ociober
17, Most M1 wore black brassards with MP in
vhite onthned letters, :l]|]1l':L|g:r} soaTe wore red
soman letters M PO

lack letters. The sergeant is armed with a Colt

ers word red brassprds with

New Service revolver: the pouch on lus from hifo

containssix clips of three ooy5 calibre rounds each:

Hre Miditary Aviator, VI Corps Aere Servtce, ol
On 25 October 1917 1L was ordered that military
aviators were o wear two stlver wings with a shield
and a star above the shield; junior and reserve
military aviators lacked the star; and observers
wore only one wing, AL that Hme. aviators were in
the: signal Corps and wore that corps” collar
insignia. The wings and propeller collar badee was
adopted in June 1gr8. This man’s silver wings on
his right cuflindicate that he is 2 flving instructorn
the two chevrons indicate a vear ol overscas
service, He also wears a watch bracelet, a leather
strap holding a pockel watch on his wrist for
convenience, T'his practice became widespread
during World War One although 1t was uncom-
mon belore that.

Tz Fivst Lientenant, groth Engineers, igig
For some Americans the war was not over when

the Armistice was signed. In Avgust 1918 the 151
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Battalion of the a1oth Engineers, along with other
troops, was sent o North Russia to ad aroops
highting the Bolshevik government. which had
pverthrown the Cear, and their strugole continued
until g1
British and American equipment, but neither was
totally effective against the northern Russian cold
andl so improvisations were made, This officer’s
based on one worn by a lievtenant in the

regiment’s Co, B, has the standard Austrian braid

Carl,

that indicates his rank. The “palar hear’ shoulder
insignit was authovized on 11 June 1grg. Most
examples were silkscreened, but some were cur
from white annel and sewn to blue backgroonds,
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Their equipment was a misture of

He: Compaey Mess Secgeant, saoth Infantry 2
[l

The gagth, a Michigan Natonal Guarc
ment, was in the Russian AEF imigrd 1g.2
its companies had plain white helmets
ohers
camonflage patterns used on the Westerm
Both had the word RUSSIA stencilled ©
helmet tops when they returned to the

States i tgige The ggoth had a welcom
parade in Detroit onog July tgig. on their
and wore special brassavds for that para
marked the occasion.

wore: the  elaborate  and e

Farhrafela
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