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Central American Wars 1959-8g

Introduction

In the conflicts covered in this text we will not
encounter huge tank battles, savage aerial com-
ations. We are concerned
acular guerrilla wars, where
d by brutal acts of te

bats nor bold naval ope
here with less spec
most fatalities are c:
ism or reprisal rather than by conventional war-
fare. However, it would be a serious error to
underestimate the importance of these disputes in
Central America and the Caribbean, sometimes
called ‘the North American Mediterrancan’. In
fact many analysts refer to the region as ‘the
United States’s second Vietnam’, and predict that
it will become ‘the Middle East of the Year 2000’

An examination of these conflicts suggests two
types of problems. In almost all these countries
there are serious divisions in society, combined
with the pressure of large foreign interests, notably
those of the United States. These factors encourage
adesire for social and economic change within the
country. Secondly, in most of these countries there
exist powerful interests which seek to prevent
peaceful political evolution. Furthermore, the
armed forces have usually tried to prevent a
democratic solution to these problems by coups
d*état followed by military dictatorships

Western countries have not adopted a uniform
policy towards this situation. European states tend
to prefer a diplomatic solution linked to a pro-
gramme of economic development; but the United
States, with important strategic and economic
in the region, has usually opted for a
ry solution. Since Fidel Castro’s victory in
Cuba in January 1959 the United States ha
concerned that any change of government in a
Central American country should not usher in a
similar Soviet-backed communist regime; and to
prevent this it has developed a range of responses,
from direct military intervention, through support

T

us

been

General Francisco Tabernilla,
Contralmirante iy

Staff, in Batista’s Armed Forces, 1958.
standard Cuban light tan service dress.

of local armies, to diplomatic |
economic blockade. Part of this
the training of tens of thousands in
American soldiers in anti-guerrilla warfare tech-
niques at the ‘School of the Americas’, functioning
in the Panama Canal Zone since 1946.

For the first time in their history, Latin-
American states have recently established a dip-
lomatic framework to head off the danger of future
United States military interventions in the region.
In 1983, when the US invasion of Grenada seemed
to presage the imminent invasion of Sandinista
Nicaragua, the states of Mexico, Venezuela,
Colombia and Panama set up the ‘Contadora
Group’, later joined by four more South American
countries. This diplomatic pressure group has
sought to prevent the escalation of conflicts, and
encouraged peaceful solutions, as in the First and
Second Esquipulas Accords

Influenced by the ‘Vietnam syndrome’, the
United States has adopted a strategy to deal with
the low-intensity conflicts in the region. In accor-
dance with the ‘domino theory’, it works to
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prevent the installation of revolutionary regimes
which might trigger off a chain-reaction in neigh-
bouring countries.

Although all the wars under study have origins
predating Castro’s victor

in 1959 (dating from at

least 1926, in the case of Nicaragua), we concen-
trate here on their evolution since then. It was to
take 20 years, until July 1979, for
movement to emulate
the establishment,

left-wing
Castro’s achievement, with
not yet consolidated, of the
ime in Nicaragua, but the absence of

Sandinista reg
victory by revolutionary forces does not mean that
have been cradicated. For
future Central America and the €
remain a powder keg.

Citba

they the foresccable

laribbean will

Castro’s our

Fidel
Castro Ruiz, a law student, was able, with a small

victory in Cuba in 1959

charismatic leader,

opens
historical period. A

force which never exceeded 3,000 guerrillas, to

defeat Gen. Fulgencio Batista’s Ljercitdé Consti-

tucional (Constitutional Army) with 38,000 soldicrs

and members of the Guardia Rural. His achieve-
ment contradicted the Marxist-Leninist thesis that

only a mass movement under a revolutionary

workers” party could scize power, and this offered
new channels of revolutionary possibilities.
Cuba, nominally independent on 10 December
1898 with the United States® defe
colonial occupic

cat of Spain, the
, was to become a virtual Amer-
"he United States, under the Platt
Amendmentof 1

ican colony. T
2 June 19o1, unhesitatingly inter-
vened militarily in 1906, 1933,
ensuring that political power remained with pro-
US politicians in spite of nationalist and lefi-wing
opposition. From 5
an army sergeant, e

1913, 1917 and

Batista,
ran the
country through a series of puppet presidents

September  193:

originally effectively

before finally becoming president himselfin 197

Increasing opposition to his corrupt rule pro-
duced, on 26 July 1953, an attack by 111 armed
men led by Castro on Moncada barracks, ¢
de Cuba,

antiago
I'he attempt failed
and Castro fled to Mexico, establishing there the
*26 July Movement’. On 2 December 1956 he and
82 men landed from the ship Granma on Las
Coloradas beach in the Sierra Maestra, Oriente
Province,

Oriente Province.

region of mountains and jungle, to

initiate a guerrilla war which culminated in his

astro gesticulates during his victory speech at Santa Clara,
_]anuary 1959, after the capture of the town by ‘Che’ Guevara.




victorious entry into Havana on 8 January 1959.
Castro was defeated in his first clash with
regular troops on 5 December 1956, but he
regrouped with 500 recruits and new supplies. On
28 May 1957 he captured El Uvero barracks, an

achievement commemorated as the foundation of

his Ejercité Rebelde (Rebel Army). Tn carly 1958
Castro opened a second front in the Escombray
Mountains, Las Villas Province. The United
States suspended aid to Batista in March, alleging
human rights violations; but in April a gene
strike called by anti-Batista factions failed.

Batista’s army was organised, from west to east,
into the 6th Rural Guard Regiment in Pinar del
Rio the Infantry Division
Gen. Rodriguez (15t “Cuatro de Septiembre’ and
ond ‘Diez de Marzo’ , tank regt., air-
borne, artillery and engineer bns.) and 5th Rural
Guard in Havana; 4th Rural Guard in Matanzas;
grd Rural Guard plus infantry bn., tank and
artillery detachment in Las Villas; 2nd Rural
Guard in Camagiiey; and in Oriente, 7th Rural
Guard with infantry bn. and tank detachment at
Holguin, 1st Rural Guard plus two infantry bns.,
two tank and two artillery detachments at Santi-
ago, infantry regt. plus tank and artillery detach-
ments at Bayamo, and an infantry bn. plus tank
and artillery detachments at Guantanamo.

In May Batista unleashed a general offensive,
which ground to a halt in July, with Castro well
established in all the provinces except Havana and
Matanzas. In August 1958 the two best guerrilla
commanders, Camilo Cienfuegos and the Argen-
tinian Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara, sent their columns
racing towards Central Cuba from the west and
cast respectively, and on one occasion 200 guerril-
las defeated 5,000 demoralised troops. Meanwhile
other anti-Batista groups were joining Castro’s
forces. On 28 December 1958 Santa Clara, capital
of Las Villas Province, fell, and on 1 January 1959
Batista fled Cuba.
he rebels, well led and motivated,
ploited opposition to Batista, and attracted sym-
pathisers by humane treatment of the civil popu-
lation.
chosen for political loyalty, had lost heart. Disban-
ded in January 1959, it was initially replaced by
the ‘Revolutionary Militia” (1 May 1980 renamed
“Lerritorial Troop Militia’—MTT), and in mid-

Province; under

inf. regts

had ex-

The army, with too many senior officers

The unit patch and tab of ‘2506 Brigade’—the Cuban
who fought and lost at Cochinos Bay (‘Bay of Pigs’) in April
1961.

1959 by the new Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias
(Revolutionary Armed Forces), 25,000 strong,
comprising Army, Navy and Air Force, backed by
Militia regiments, Labour Youth Army and Civil
Defence Force.

The Bay of Pigs
On 17 April 1961, 1,443 CIA-backed Cuban exiles
in six 200-man ‘battalions’— 1st (Paratroop), 2nd
(Infantry), 3rd (Armoured), 4th (Heavy Gun),
5th (Infantry), and 6th (Infantry), collectively
called ‘2506 Brigade’—landed in the Bay of Pigs
on the south coast of Central Cuba. They were
confronted by a fierce counterattack by Castro’s
troops and militia, and on 19 April the surviving
1,200 exiles surrendered. Castro then signed a
military alliance with the Soviet Union, which was
to lead to the Cuban missile crisis of October 1962.
One of Castro’s declared objectives was the
exporting of revolution to Asia, Africa and Latin
America, as proclaimed in the 1966 Tricontinental




2506 Brigade prisoners-of-war, some still wearing the
brigade’s camouflage field uniform, under the watchful eye
of Castro’s People’s Militia, who helped defeat the invaders.

Conference in Havana. Revolutionary groups in
Latin America sought to emulate the Cuban
victory, and Castro was implicated in several
attempts to establish guerrilla movements, the
most famous being in Bolivia in 1967 under ‘Che’
Guevara. However, his prime concern was to
defend Cuba against counter-revolutionary
groups backed by the United States. The U
government, for its part, sees the hand of Castro
behind all left-wing movements in Central Amer-
ica, hence the Grenada invasion (see MAA 159).

T'hese suspicions are difficult to prove, but there is
undeniably a large Cuban military presence
Algeria,
Tan-

overseas, from military missions in
Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Somalia, Libya,
zania, Zambia, Syria and Afghanistan, ¥ Sizcable
contingents in Angola (at its peak 50,000 soldiers,
8,000 civilians), Congo (500), Ethiopia 1978-84
(4:000), Mozambique (600), South Yemen (500)
and Nicaragua (500 soldiers, 3,000 civilians).
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Current forces

At present the Cuban Army has three armoured,
three mechanised and 15 infantry divisions in
Western ~ Army Rio,
provinces)—one corps; Central Army (Matanzas,

(Pinar  del Havana

Las  Villas)—one corps;  Eastern  Army
(Camagiiey, Oriente)—two corps; Isle of Youth
(formerly Isle of Pines)—one infantry division.

Each corps has three infantry divisions (three two-
battalion regts.; artillery regt.; recce. bn.; ser-
vices); and each Army HQ has one armoured
division (one artillery, one mech., three tank
regts.) and one mechanised division (one artillery,
one armd. recce., one three-battalion tank, three

two-battalion mech. regts., services). There are 26
independent AA regts. and SAM brigades, eight
infantry regts., one Special Force Brigade (two
bns.) and one Airborne Brigade. There is also a
12,000-strong Navy with a marine battalion; an
18,500-strong Air Force; 17,000 State Security
troops (like Soviet KGB); 3,500 Frontier Guard
and in reserve, 1,200,000 Militia, 100,000 Labour
Youth and 50,000 Civil Defence.




The long (three-year) military service period;
efficient, well-trained armed forces; extensive com-
bat experience in Africa and As
reserve make Cuba the greatest military
power in the Caribbean after the United States.
However, an analy

a; and a vigorous
force,

s of

s equipment—with few
ft or transport aircraft—
suggests that the FAR is primarily a defensive
force, permanently on alert for a US invasion.

amphibious landing-

Mexico

Despite its turbulent history, culminating in a
revolution lasting from 1910 almost to 1930,
Mexico, the northernmost country of Central
America, has escaped the spiral of violence

military dictatorships, coups d’¢
warf: in the
stem,

at, guerrilla
region. The peculiar
with the PRI (Partido
Institutional—Institutional ~ Revo-
lutionary Party) as the only de facto political

1demic
al

Mexican poli
Revolucionario

party, and the social system created by the revo-
lution, have prevented the emergence of an effec-
tive rural guerrilla force (in spite of several abor-
tive attempts in Guerrero State, 1967-74) or any
sign of urban guerrillas. The decentralised Army
and police forces have been able to stop any such
activity at source.

Even so, Mexico’s foreign policy is traditionally
opposed to the United States (it has not forgotten
two defeats by its northern neighbour in 1846-8
and 191617

and Mexico supports both politi-
cally and diplomatically Castro’s Cuba, Sand-
inista Nicaragua and the Salvadorean guerrillas.
In 1981 Mexico announced an expansion pro-
gramme for the armed forces, which had declined

The Mexican Minister of Defence, backed by other general
and field officers. The black dress cap bears gold lace peak

by silver rank stars md a gre..jwrme/red (outer) national
cockade. The pale form_ shirt worn wi
undershirt has gnld ! collar insignia, and black “houtier
boards with silver stars, gold button, gold motif and gold
lace. The national shoulder title is gold and maroon. In fact
the Mexican Army uniform is impressive in its adherence to
tradition of Latin-

i tnkim o

(ECPA)




Troopers of the 2nd Dragoon Regiment, Mexican Cavalry, in
field-parade dress with white parade neck-scarves, olive
green uniforms, and cavalry sabres. (Vicente Talon

in eflectiveness through neglect, in order to pro-
mote itselfas a regional power financed by huge oil
revenues. The subsequent collapse in world oil
prices brought serious financial problems which
forced abandonment of the expansion, and so the
Army remains relatively weak.

Current forces

The Mexican Army is basically organised for
internal security. It has 134,500 men dispersed
amongst 36 Military Zones in independent units—
69 infantry battalions, 24 cavalry regiments (some
motorised) and three artillery regiments. There
are infantry brigades (cach  with
armoured recce., one artillery, two infantry bat-
talions) established 1968, in Mc but the
most important unit is the élite Presidential
Guards Mechanised Brigade with HQ, I-111 in-
fantry bns., Assault Troops, artillery, transport,
armoured r . [two armoured car, one tank, two
SPG companies) battalions, Mortar Group, lo-
gistics, engineer and medical companies.

8
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T'he 23,000-strong Navy, geared for coastal
defence, includes 3,800 Marines in one airborne
ade, one Presidential Guard bn., 13 groups
and 32 security companies. The 6,500-strong Aj
Force (with a parachute brigade of
as a priority COIN and transport aircraft. Finally
there are

bri

000) contains

300,000 reserves, and the paramilitary
Rural Defence Corps (the famous Rurales) with

120,000 men on police duties under Military Zone
commanders,

Guatenala

In the mid-1960s Guatemala looked set to become
a second Cuba, and indeed has been in a state of
virtual civil war for 30 years. In 1950 the then
president, Col. Jacobo Arbenz Guzmén, carried

A Guatemalan Special Forces trooper proudly wears his red
beret as he cats his last good meal before leaving on a jungle
reconnaissance patrol. Note ‘Kaibil’ qualification tabs on
beret and left shoulder. (Peter Abbott)



This scene speaks volumes about the tension between the
Central American soldier and the rural population: a Guate-
malan farmer stands rigid with fear as he is interrogated by
Army paratroopers searching for guerrillas. Note South
Korean camouflage fatigues and Isracli helmet. (Vicente
Talon)

out a series of social and political reforms which

provoked an invasion in 1954 by groups of mercen-
mised by the CIA (who provided
unmg fi) and supported by
conservative political partics, the Church and part
of the Army. Col. Carlos Castillo Armas was

arics ory

d support airer:

subscquently appointed president, but later in
1954 was faced with a rebellion by nationalistic
Army cadets. On 15 November 1960 his successor,

Gen. Ydigoras, faced another revolt, this time by
nationalistic and left-wing sections of the Army;
and many of the young officers implicated in these

uprisings went on to establish the Guatemalan

guerrilla groups. After Ydigoras came a series of

military or mllmnll} controlled governments,
through fraudulent elections or coups d’état, until
the free election of the Christian Democrat Vinicio
Cerezo in 1985

i ), always a_powerful
psychological force in Latin Ammca, is particularly pro-
nounced in the Guatemalan Special Forces; this sergeant
wrestles playfully with a jungle python. (Peter Abbott)



Guatemalan infantrymen in field uniform, their features
betraying their Indian origins. (Peter Abbott)

The first guerrilla group, formed in 1962 in
Izabal Province, Eastern Guatemala, by ex-Army
officers, called itself the ‘13 November Movement’.
Later it combined with various small extreme-left
organisations choosing the armed struggle, as the
‘Revolutionary Armed Forces™ (FAR),
1963 conceived the over-ambitious plan of sur-
rounding the capital, Guatemala City, and isolat-
ing it from the rest of the country. The Army, now
expanded (0 8,000, casily defeated them, but they
managed to establish a new guerrilla splinter-

which in

group, the ‘Edgar Ibarra Front. The Army’
success was compounded by political quarrels
amongst the guerrillas, with the disaffected

‘Guatemalan Workers’ Pa (PGT) setting upits

independent guerrilla units.

In 1966 these internal disputes were resolved
and guerrilla numbers began to incre: Mean-
while the Guatemalan Army, under Col. Carlos

Guatemalan troops enter a village on a routine reconnais-
sance patrol against guerrillas; again, note South Korean
‘wave’ camouflage.
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Arana Osorio, trained by 1,000 US Special Forces,
carried out throughout 1966-7 ambitious oper-
ations to eradicate the FAR’s Frente Edgar Ibarra
from its stronghold in the Las Minas Mountains,
LEastern Guatemala. The illas turned their
attention to the towns, achieving worldwide pub-
licity by assassinating US diplomats. Even so, their
effectiveness declined after 1970, when A
president, unleashed a harsh campaign against
them, with the full support of ultra-right-wing

v, now

paramilitary groups.

The guerrilla war revived when
down in 1974, when new guerrilla groups were
formed: the ‘Guerrilla Army of the Poor’ (EGP) in

Arana stood

1975, and the ‘Armed People’s Revolutionary
Organization’ (ORPA) in 1979. Both groups
recruited mainly from the Guatemalan Indians,

the most deprived social group in the country. The
war against them has led to authenticated in-
stances of mas; s of Indians in those provinces
where the guerrillas are strong—Quiché, Huehue-
tenango and San Marcos, Western Guatemala.
These breaches of human rights led President
Carter to suspend military aid in 1978, only for

ac

Isracel to step in as the main source of aid.



Members of a village Civil Defence Patrol in Guatemala, only
their obsolete rifles indicating their military status. Most are
Indians, led by a Spanish-speaking villager.

In 1982 the four guerrilla groups—FAR, PGT,
EGP and ORPA—formed an alliance, the ‘Guate-
malan National Revolutionary Union” (URNG),
to co-ordinate strategies. The same year yet an-
ht Gen. Efrain Rios Montt to
¢ in order to

other coup brou
power, proclaiming a state of sie
‘finish the guerrillas once and for all’. He was
succeeded, also through a coup, by Gen. Mcjias
who, in order to requalify for US aid, involved
Sandinista

Guatemala increasingly in the anti-
political campaign, and moved towards greater
democracy. This allowed President Cerezo to win
power in January 1988 and, in February, to apply
squipulas Accords’ which united Central
an presidents in May 1984 and June 1987,
and to begin negotiations with the URNG.

section of the Army wishing to continue the war
against the guerrillas responded with an abortive
coup. After losing more than b0 men (official
Army figures; guerrilla estimate:
in the civil war, the Army still wished to prevent
peace negotiations. Today the 1,500 strong guer-
Army

the

Ame

much higher)

rillas are confined to remote areas whilst the
receives increased aid from the U.S.A.

Current forces

Although Guatemala still has territorial elaims on
Belize—formerly a British colony, and sinee 2§
September 1981 an independent Commonwealths
state protected by a British Army and RAF
garrison—the Guatemalan Army is not prepared
for a conventional war, but is organised for
tions. It has expanded

counter-insur
from 14,000 in 1980 to 38,000, dispersed through-
out 19 Military Zones. There are 39 infantry, one
Military Police and one engineer battalions, one

ney ope

armoured squadron, 18 field and two AA bat-
(with
s), Ist

teries, seven reconnaissance squadrons
Isracli RBY-1 and US M8 armoured c:
Paratroop Battalion (formed 1 January 1971) and
the “KAIBIL’ Special Forces Group (two bns.).
The last remnant of the former brigade organis-
Presidential Guard

the two-battalion

Brigade. There are few heavy weapons; most of the

ation s

light weapons are Israeli.
The 1,500-strong Navy (including a 650-strong

Marine Battalion of four companies) and the 700-

strong Air Force are of minimal value. The Rios
Montt government organised a ‘Civil Defence
Patrol’ (PDC) to defend villages against guerrilla
incursions; though poorly trained, it is however

725,000 strong.



T'he guerrilla war has cost at least 20,000 lives
(official figures), but it has lost the intensity of the
1960s when it was Central America’s most serious
Although weak, the guerrillas have not
Army

conflict.

been eradicated in methods—
massive displacements of populations into ‘model
guarded by the PDC; raids against re-
Mexico; and civic action pro-
‘Guns and Beans'—and their

spite of

villages'
fuge
mmes,

camps in
called

presence has diverted the Army from a more active
role in Central American affairs.

F/ Saltoador

This country,
miles) and most densely

the smallest (only 8,124 square
v populated in Central
America, has suffered tremendous social upheavals
for many years. In 1932 17,000 30,000 peasants
were killed by the dictator Maximiliano Hernan-
dez Martinez’s army after the ‘Izalco Revolt, after
which the communist leader Farabundo Marti
was exccuted. In defending their sectional interests
the ruling ‘Fourteen Families’ have relied on the
support of the United States, which was reputedly
involved in the coup d’état of January 1961. From
1961 0 1979 the ‘National Conciliation Party’
(controlled by the Salvadorean Army) dominated
the political scene, forcing a growing extremism by

opposition groups.

In 1969 El Salvador conducted the “Football
War’ against Honduras. The origin of the dispute
was 300,000 illegal Salvadorean immigrants in
Honduras, and tension increased after two football

matches in June 1969 had cach resulted in visiting
supporters being attacked by the local Honduran
or Salvadorcan population. On 12 July there were

border clashes, and on the 14th the Salvadorean
Army  (peace-time strength 4,500 with
single-battalion infantry regiments, a mechanised

three

cavalry, artillery and engineer battalion, expan-
ded 1o 15,000 by mobilising 12 reserve infantry
Honduras, occupying
Nueva Ocotepeque (Northern Honduras) and El
Amatillo and Nacaoné (Eastern Honduras). The
3,500-strong Honduran Army retaliated weakly,

battalions) crossed into

butits Air Force eventually achieved air superior-
ity. On 18 July the Organisation of American
States called a ce

sefire, finally imposing economic
sanctions on El S; after further localised
fighting, and forcing it to withdraw from Hon-
duran soil by 5 August. The war cost 3,000 dead
and wounded, and intensified the hostile climate
between the two countries.

This military adventure made ¢

Salvador

Salvador’s inter-
nal situation deteriorate, and now guerrilla groups
emerged. In 1970 a splinter group of the Salva-
dorean Communist Party formed the ‘Popular
Liberation F Farabundo Marti’ (FPL-
FM), building on experience gained in an at-
tempted revoltin the 1960s. In 1972 the ‘People’s
Revolutionary Army” (ERP) was established by
lefi-wing Christian and Maoist groups; in 1975 the
*Armed Forces of National Resistance’ (FARN or
RN), an ERP splinter group, and the ‘Revolution-
ary Party of Central American Workers” (PRTC).
Finally, in 1970, the ‘Liberation Armed
(FAL), the military wing of the Commu-
nist Party.

At present the FPL-FM, now called FMLN,
with 2,600 guerrillas, and the ERP’s 2,700 account
for 8o per cent of the guerrilla strength, the other
groups—FARN (600 guerrillas), FAL (500) and
PRTC (250) —being much less significant. There
are also three foreign guerrilla groups— Alfaro Vive
Carajo (Ecuador), Tupac Amaru (Peru) and Bandera

came
Forces’

A member of the Salvadorean National Guard’s crack
OPARA’ rapid reaction anti-terrorist company poses with
his Yugoslav M6o rifie-grenade launcher. (Julio A. Montes)




Roja (Venezuela) —operating in EI Salvador. All
groups are supported by political parties, trade
unions and other national or;

1980 saw the guerrilla war escalating from acts
of terrorism. The government stepped up the
oppression and ‘death squads’—secret
ation groups reputedly under extreme
control—emerged. On 22 January an
government demonstration was put down with
200 dead or injured; and on 24 March Archbishop
Romero, an outspoken critic of the government,
the extreme right and the ruling oligarchy, was
gunned down in cold blood. Now the entire lefi-
wing opposition united in the ‘Democratic Revo-
lutionary Front’ (FDR), composed of political
parties, trade unions and other national organis-
ations. In October 1980 the guerrillas combined as
the ‘Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front’
(FMLN), allying with the FDR to co-ordinate
political and diplomatic action, with the ambition
of repeating the Sandinista victory in Nicaragua in
July 1979.

The guerrillas divided their activity into four
zones, covering El Salvador’s 14 provinces, named
after famous anti-government activists, and corre-

assassin-
ght
anti-

A Salvadorean armoured car crew relax before
against guerrilla positions near sm.m.m, July sobr. The
gunner (right) is reldm the §

(v‘murn_)

sponding to the Army’s West, Central and East
Military Zones:

‘Feliciano Ama’ (Western Front)—Santa Ana,
Ahuachapan, Sonsonata Province
‘Modesto Ramirez” (West Central Front)—La

Libertad, San Salvador, Cuscutlan, Chala-
tenango;
‘Anastasio Aquino’ (East Central Front)—La Paz,

San Vicente, Cabanas;
‘Francisco Sachez” (Eastern Front)—
San Miguel, La Union, Moraz

Usulatan,

There were 6,500 7,000 full-time guerrillas in
regular units; local guerrilla groups, whose part-
time members combined fighting with their usual
jobs
supplies, evacuation and escape-routes.

In December 1980 US President Jimmy Carter
suspended military aid to the Salvadorean Gov-
ernment in response to human rights abuses by the

and support groups, providing information,
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Salvadorean infantry on the march, the soldier (right) carry-
ing a mortar tube. (Vicente Talon)

Army, National Police and National Guard; and
in January 1981 the guerrillas launched a country-

ve. The Army, without the

wide general offens
resources to retaliate, had to wait until July when
Ronald Reagan’s Republican administration,
seeing in the guerrillas a Soviet-backed communist
threat, resumed aid. The Army, by strictly apply-
ing the draft law, expanded its numbers and
established new counter-insurgency units: the ‘Im-
mediate Reaction Infantry Battalions’ (BIRIA),
of which the ‘Atlacatl’ Battalion fought in the July
counter-offensive, and in late 1983 the ‘Cazadores’
(Rang

The guerrillas achieved several diplomatic suc-

cesses, notably the Franco-Mexican declaration of

August 1981, recognising the FDR-FMLN as a
legitimate force. In June 1982 FMLN guerrillas
had seized control of Chalatenango Province
(Central Salvador) and Morazan (Eastern Sal-
vador), and established strong enclaves elsewhere,
such as Volcan de Guazapa (San Salvador), which
the Army scarcely dared enter. Guerrilla tactics
included sabotaging lines of communication, pub-
lic utilities, electrical and telephone lines; attacks
on military bases and brigade HQs, often success-
ful; and temporarily occupying towns, even pro-

Salvadorean troopers of the ‘El Pilpil’ Special Forces Bat-
talion on the march, proudly displaying their maroon berets
with battalion badge. (Vicente Talon)
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vincial capitals. Despite Army counter-offensives
the FMLN maintained the pressure through 1982
and into 1983. On 27 January 1982 it attacked the
Air Force HQ at Tlopango Airbase, Central Sal-
vador, destroying or damaging 12 aircraft and
seven helicopters (almost 50 per cent of Air Force
strength) —losses immediately made good by the
United States. On 28 January 1983 they attacked T
Brigade HQ near San Salvador. They now con-
trolled one-third of the country, but were denied
final victory by continuing US aid to the Salva-
dorean Army.

By mid-1985 the Army’s position began to
improve. Its numbers (15,000—1980 strength,
7.000) and US advisers, officially limited to 55,
transforming it into a with  three
six brigades (formerly three) for
static defence of towns and strategically important
locations; heavily armed BIRIA  Battalions,
1,100 1,400 strong, airportable, using Bell UH-
tH helicopters in ‘scarch and destroy’ missions;
and 14 Ranger Battalions, small (350400 strong),
lightly armed and mobile, distributed one per

force

were

components:




province, trained in counter-insurgency at a local
level. These troops were supported by
grammes from the ‘Civie-Military Action Insti-
tute’ and ‘National Commission for the Rebuild-
ing of Areas’. Politically, the election of Christian
Democrat José Napoléon Duarte in May 1983
avoided an intensification of hostilities betwe
extrem :ht paramilitary groups and the guer-
rillas. New ‘low intensity war’ tactics proposed by
US advisers were intended to contain the guerril-
las in certain provinces where they would be
destroyed by the Army,
action projects to discourage local support for the
guerrillas.

Since 1984 US shipments of Hughes 500MD
attack helicopters, Bell UH-1M helicopter gun-
ships, Douglas C-47 ‘Pufl’ the Magic Dragon’ and
A-37B  ground-attack modern  tech-
nology, and improved training of Salvadorean
have
guerrillas, swinging the balanc
198

pro-

n

and to promote civic

aircraft,

troops, cnabled the Army to contain the

in its favour since
and thus bringing the war to a stalemate.

Once in power, Duarte began negotiations with

FMLN guerrillas proudly display their red and white battle-
flag to the villagers of San Francisco Javier, Usulutin
Province, captured from the Salvadorean Army the previous
day, 25 January 1983. Two of the guerrillas wear complete
military uniforms, only lack of insignia distinguishing them
from government troops (Vicente Talon)

A Salvadorean armed escort for supplies bound for Santa
Clara, centre of an operation against FMLN guerrillas in
August 1982. (Vicente Talon)

the FDR-FMLN from the end of 1984 these ended
without success, but were resumed in August 1987
after the 2nd Esquipulas Accord, with the same
disappointing result. At present the FMLN cannot
retain control of large arcas, as in 1980, but can
operate freely throughout the country, attacking
the Army and the economic infrastructure, and is
now strong enough to carry the wars to the towns.



ised infantry of the Cavalry Regi
wearing Swoodland camiouflage fatignes’ sad cavrylng M6
rifles. (Julio Montes)

Current forces

The Army has 43.000 men, dividing the country
into three Military Zones—West, Central and
East, garrisoned by six Infantry Brigades (for-
2nd Brigade (HQ Santa Ana) in
the Western Zone; 4th (Chalatenango) and 5th
(San Vicente) in Central; grd (San Miguel) and
6th (Usulutan) in Eastern. A Brigade has three or
four infantry battalions (numbered internally
1st-4th), totalling 22 battalions. There are also
seven independent *Military Detachments’, each
two or three battalions strong—DM1 (Chalaten-
ango), DMz (Sensuntepeque), DM3 (La Union),
DM4  (San  Franc Gotera),  DMj
(Cojutepeque),  DM6  (Sonsonate),  DM7
(Ahuachapan) and the Engineer Detachment
(Zacateroluca). Each brigade or detachment com-
mander (a colonel) controls all Army and Police
combat units in his area, including the ‘Anti-
Terrorist Reaction Infantry Battalions” (BIATs)
formed in many garrisons and the 14 provincially
allocated Ranger Battalions (e.g.
Jiboa’, *Cazadores Nonualco’). Independent units
include the six ‘BIRTAs’—‘Adacatl’, ‘Ramon Bell-
050, “Atonal’ (all formed 1980), ‘Pipil’, ‘Manuel
Jose Arce’ (both formed 1983) and ‘Eusebio
Bracamonte’. Others are the “Teniente Coronel
Oscar Osorio” Artillery Regt. (three battalions),
controlling the AA Defence Bn. (companies div-

merly regiments)

‘Cazadores
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ided between Hopango Airbase and grd Brigade);
the Cavalry Regt. (two mechanised bns., HQ
Recondo  Group); the  Airborne Bn.
since 1983 reverting to Army control;
ied “Special Forces Groups®
(LRRP unit), 2nd ‘Hacha’

Coy.,
(Tlopango),
and two highly class
(GOES)—1st ‘Prial’
(SAS-type unit).

Thereis a 7,500-strong Air Force, and the 1,500~
strong Navy includes the 60o-strong ‘12 de Octo-
bre’ Marine Bn. (BIM) at Usulutan, and the
‘Barracuda’ and ‘Piranha’ Naval Commando
companies (each 100 men) at La Union. There are
also 7,600 National Guard (Rural Security), 6,000
National Police (Urban Security), 2,400 Treasury
Police (Frontier Guards) and 17,000 Civil Defence
(village militia). All are heavily involved in the
war. Although training and morale has improved
since 1980 the Armed Forces do not appear to be
able to defeat 6,500-7,000 regular FMLN
guerrillas.

Ll Salvador’s future remains unclear. Duarte’s
terminal cancer forced him to withdraw from the
March 1989 Presidential Elections, which were
won by Roberto d’Aubuisson’s extreme right-wing
‘Nationalist ~ Republican  Alliance’  party
(ARENA). In September 1989 ARENA initiated
negotiations with the FMLN, but with litle
The war has cost 70,000 lives (mostly
reprisal victims rather than casualties of the fight-
ing), and the exile of one quarter of the population.
The government remains dependent on United
States aid.




Honduras

This thinly populated, impoverished country is a
haven of peace compared with the guerrilla wars
devastating Guatemala, El Salvador and Nica-
ragua. The Honduran Armed Forces regularly
intervene in politics, but not with the same
brutality as in ncighbouring countries; and the
government, though basically conservative, is sen-
sitive to developing social trends.

A guerrilla movement, the ‘Cinchoneros’,
existed at the end of the last century, but the
present level of guerrilla activity is minimal.
Today’s guerrilla organisations commenced oper-
ations in 1975, but were hardly noticed until the
Sandinista victory in Nicaragua in July 1979.
That year the ‘People’s Liberation Forces—
Cinchoneros’” (FPL-C) was formed; in 1980 the
‘Morazan National Liberation Front’ (FMLN),
and in 1981 the ‘Revolutionary People’s Forces—
Lorenzo Zelaya® (FPR-LZ). The Salvadorean
PRTC . In the early 1970s these
groups carried out kidnappings and assassinations
in the towns, and in 1987 agreed to co-ordinate
activities.

is also activ

The expansion of the Honduran Army (10,000
in 1980; 14,600 today) is not due to the guerrillas,
but to a firm military alliance concluded with the
Reagan administration. The United States has
decided to transform Honduras into the “aircraft-
carrier’ of the region. There are virtually con-
tinuous large US-Honduran military manoeuvres
in counter-insurgency. The United States military
presence is permanent in large bases such as
Palmerola, and the Americans have financed a
large road and airfield construction programme,
with clear military implications. Although Hon-
duras is traditionally hostile to El Salvador, the
two armies collaborate in operations against Sal-
vadorean FMLN guerrillas on Honduras’s south-
ern border, permitting the establishment of the
‘Regional Military Training Centre” (CREM) in
May 1983 to train Salvadorean battalions. Fin-
ally, Honduras hosts the main operational base of
the Nicaraguan ‘Contras’, with thousands of men

Armed Forces C . Gustavo Alvarez
Martinez in 1986 with Honduran commanders in field uni-
form. Note the mixture of metal and subdued insignia, now
uniformly subdued; and the ‘duck-hunter’ camouflage fat-
igues worn by the officer displaying jump-wings on his cap.
See Plate E.




Alvarez at a press conference on 16 August 1983, announcing
Honduras’s invitation to United States troops to come to
Honduras to help confront Sandinista incursions. (Vicente
Talon)
along the eastern border, who regularly leave for
offensive missions in Nicaragua.
Since 1980 there have been hundr
violations; the Sandinistas complain about ‘Con-

ds of border

tra’ incursions and unauthorised overflights in
Nicaraguan airspace, the Hondurans about San-
dinista units pursuing ‘Contras” into Honduras—

operations that were only opposed by the Hon-

duran Army from the end of 1986.

In October 1986 the Honduran Army, U
trained and equipped, was casily able to mount a
2,500-man operation to prevent FPL-C starting a
guerrilla war on the northern coast near La Ceiba,
and between 7 and 11 December 1986 it repelled a
Paraiso (South-East
round oper-

Sandinista incursion into El
s). These co-ordinated air-

ations demonstrated improved Army effectiveness
since its humiliation in the 1969 ‘Football War’.
The Honduran-Nicaraguan situation has been

ared war’, and border incidents are

called ‘undec
increasing in seriousness, culminating in the
March 1988 incident when US élite troops were
rushed to Honduras to help repel what was
thought to be a full-scale Sandinista invasion, and
a large operation was mounted to expel the
intruders. Never were Honduras and Nicaragua
closer to war. In summer 1989, resulting from the
agreements by the Central American Presidents,
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Honduras decided to begin expelling the Contras

from its territory.

Current forces

The 14.600-strong Honduran Army has three
infantry brigades, cach with one artillery and three
infantry battalions; five independent infantry bat-
talions; one armoured cavalry regiment (British
Scorpion and Scimitar tanks, Saladin and Isracli
RBY-1 armoured cars); onc independent artillery
ment; one engineer battalion; the *Special
s and the Presid-

Force™ (a battalion, formed 19
ential Guard Company. The ‘Cobra Police
Squadron’ (an airborne unit, since 1983 battalion-

size) is under National Police control.

The presence of US troops and ‘Contras
alliance with the traditional enemy El Salvador,
and the constant risk of a damaging war with

*, the

Nicaragua, have all generated much tension in
Honduras, evidenced by the hostile demonstration
outside the United States Embassy in the capital,

Tegucigalpa, in April 1988.

Nicaragia

The Nicaraguan Civil War, the longest and most
intense in Central America, can be traced back to
the rebellion against the long United States occu-
pation, 33. The populist  Gen.
Augusto César Sandino led his 1,000-strong
‘National Sovereignty Defence Army’ (EDSN)
from El Chipote, North-West Nicaragua, from
1926 until the United States withdrawal in 1933,
when clections were held.

In 1925 the United States had established the
Guardia Nacional with Anastasio “Tacho’ Somoza
Garcia as Chief Director. In 1934 Somoza had

1912 liberal

Sandino killed and on 2 June 1936 appointed
himself president, deposing President Juan Sacusa;
Somoza retained control of the Guard and crushed
the EDSN, installing a corrupt dictatorship linked
to US business interests. He died in 1956, and his
clder son Luis Somoza Debayle succeeded as Chiel
Director and President; he died in 1962, and
“Tacho’s” second son Anastasio “Tachito” Somoza

Debayle became Chiel Director and in 1965
President.



I'his gangster regime soon carned the hatred of
most sections of the population, leaving the
Guard—which combined military and police
functions—as its only powerbase. Efficient, brutal,
constantly modernised, the Guard was the per-
sonal instrument of the Somoza family, ‘an army
occupying its own country’

In 1962 Sandino’s memory and Castro’s success
in Cuba led to the formation of the ‘Sandinista
National Liberation Front’ (FSLN), whose initial
rural and urban guerrilla successe
dised by a Guard counter-offensive in 1963 in the
rion. The repression against the FSLN

were jeopar-

Bocay reg
and other opposition groups increased in 1966. In
1967 hundreds of unarmed demonstrators were
gunned down, causing an escalation in the war. In
August 1967 National Guard operations in Pan-
South-West Nicaragua
LN, forcing it to scale down its

casan inflicted serious

losses on the
activities for several years; but anti-Somoza feeling

continued unabated as Somoza’s illegal methods

were exposed, notably when the Guard pocketed

Entrenched Sandinista guerrillas defend Masaya City with
captured Mx Garand rifles against determined but unsuc-
cessful counterattacks by the Nicaraguan National Guard on
19 June 1979, in the final campaign of the war. (Vicente Talon)

much of the international aid sent after the

Managua carthquake of 23 December 1972.

The crisis of the 1970s
On 27 December 1974 the FSLN scored a huge
age, and ransom-

propaganda coup by taking hos
ing, some top government officials and Turner B,
Shelton, the United States Ambassador. The
Guard responded with increased repression in the
period 1975 6. In January 1978 Pedro Joaquin
Chamorro, editor of the main opposition news-
paper La Prensa, was murdered by the Guard; the
resulting public indignation led to demonstrations
and an unsuccessful general strike organised by the
FSLN. In August there were popular uprisings in
provincial towns, including Matagalpa, Jinotepa,
Esteli and Masaya.

The FSLN, 500 1,000 strong in 1976, num-
bered in late 1978 3,000 regular guerrillas. Tt was
divided into three ‘tendencies’; the pluralist Terce-
ristas (Third Force), including Christian, social
democrat and middle-class opposition, formed in
1976 by Daniel and Umberto Ortega Saavedra
and Eden Pastora Gomez, was the largest (2,000
ting in southern

guerrillas) and boldest, oper
The Marxists—Tomas Borge’s pro-

icaragua.

Capr A




A trooper of the élite Irregular Warfare Battalion Coro de
Angeles (‘Angels’ Choir’—named after the young children

who warned Sandino’s army of approaching encmy units in

the
field hat derived from the Soviet tropical hat, and carries an
AKM.

Cuba *Prolonged People’s War' (GPP), former
rural guerrillas, and Jaime Wheelock’s Maoist
‘Proletarians’, formed in 1975 from former urban
guerrillas—operated in the north.

In early 1978 the 7,000-strong Nicaraguan
National Guard was organised for internal secur-
ity with 16 infantry companies, the Presidential
Guard Battalion, one mechanised company, one
engineer battalion, a field artillery battery and an
AA battery. The only tactical unit was the élite
700-strong ‘Somoza Combat Battalion’ under
“Tachito’s’ son, Maj. Anastasio Somoza Portocar-
rero. By July 1979 new recruits, trained at the
‘Infantry Basic Training School’ (EEBI), had
swollen the Guard’s strength to 14-15,000, some in
new ‘Special Counter-insurgency Brigades’. These
forces, adequate to crush earlier revolts, could not
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now entirely eliminate the FSLN.

Sandinistas date the beginning of
campaign from 22 August 1978, when 25 Tercerista
guerrillas, under Pastora (©
Commander Zero), occupied the National Palace,
took 2,000 hostages, and escaped to Panama. The
Carter administration in Washington tried to
create a broad anti-Somoza political front from
the FSLN ative UDEL and FAO
political groups, but this plan foundered on 31
November 1978 when Somoza ed to stand
down. Now there was no alternative to war.

On 4 May 1979 there were more armed upris-
ings in towns such as Leon, Matagalpa, Masaya
and even Managua. The FSLN was now better
organised militarily, and the Guard was forced to
retreat to the Infantry Training School and Man-
agua airport, Air Force HQ, where the FSLN
besieged it. After 30 days the Guard regained
control of Managua, but this could not alter the
course of the war. Other towns were under siege,
and more guerrilla columns moved from bases on
the Costa Rican and Honduran borders and
liberated areas in Central Nicaragua towards
Managua, which 3,000 and 15,000
supporting militia attacked. On 17 July Somoza
and many Guard officers fled; the undefeated but
demoralised Guard disintegrated, many enlisted
men being taken prisoner when, on 19 July, the
FSLN took Managua.

the final

“omandante Cero’—

and conservz

guerrillas

The Contra War

The fighting was not over, for a new guerrilla war,
this time against the FSLN, began almost immedi-
There were two reasons for this. When the
a Junta tried to impose its radical Marx-
ist beliefs on the broadly based Government of
National Construction the non-FSLN  parties
opposed it, not wanting another dictatorship to
s. Then some non-Marxist leaders
left the FSLN itself—in April 1980 Violeta Barrios
de Chomorro, wife of the La Prensa editor mur-
dered by the Guard, and Alfonso Robelo who,
with Eden Pastora (who resigned in 1981),
founded the ARDE ‘Contra’ group. Secondly, the
Reagan administration saw the Sandinis
hardline communist regime supporting destabilis-
ing guerrilla movements in Central America, and
stopped the 118 million dollar aid programme

ately
Sandir

succeed Somoz:

as as a




voted by Congress in 1979.

Somoza’s followers in exile, called *Somocistas’
by the Sandinistas, organised three groups of
Contras (counter-revolutionaries) in 198o: the ‘15
September Legion’, with senior Guard officers
under Col. Enrique Bermudez Varela, former
military attaché¢ in Washington; the ‘National
Democratic Revolutionary Association’
ADREN), with junior officers; and the ‘National
Liberation Army’ (ELN), with enlisted men.
However, it was not until Ronald Reagan’s pr
dency in January 1981 that they had the backing
to commence operations. In fact the Contra war is
a classic example of indirect external military
intervention.

In 1982 these groups formed the ‘Nicaraguan
Democratic Force’ (FDN) with Adolfo Calero
Portocarrero as political leader and Bermud s
military commander. They established training
bases in Guatemala and Florida and operational
bases in Honduras. The FDN, 5,000 strong in
1982, 10-15,000 in mid-1984, operates in ‘Detach-
‘Groups’ and 200 250-strong  “Task
sk Force Pancasan), grouped into

i-

ments’,

Forces™ (c.g. ¢

‘Regional Commands’ (e.g. ‘Regional Command
Quilali’; and the largest, ‘Jorge Salazar 2°, claim-
ing 6,000 men in 1984). The *Armed Forces of
National Resistar (FARN), under Fernando
Chamorro, arc allied to FDN.

In 1982 a second front was opened on the Costa
Rican frontier with the formation of the ‘Democra-
tic Revolutionary Alliance’ (ARDE) group under
Robelo, and its military wing, the 3,000-strong
‘Sandinista Revolutionary Front’, led by Eden
Pastora and organised in ‘Zomes (under
‘Comandantes’), columns, platoons and squads
The situation is further complicated by the es-
tablishment in 1981 of two guerrilla armies among
i ( coast, a community

which had suffered excesses at the hands of the
Sandinistas—Steadman Fagoth Miiller’s *Mis-
ura’, allied to FDN/FARN, and Brooklyn Rivera’s
‘Misurasata’, formed 1982 as a splinter group from
“Misura” and allied to *ARDE’ until 1984. In
September 1985 a third Miskito group, ‘Kisan’,
s formed by Diego

with 1,000 2,000 guerrillas, wa

Sandinista Militia in characteristic light-tan uniforms pose
for a photograph.




Wyclifl after Fagoth successfully and Rivera un-
successlully held peace-talks with the Sandinistas.

Although the Contras attempt to pr
public image, their genuinely libe
are compromised by association with the pri
Somoza groups. Their level of activity increased
from 15 attacks (1981), 78 (1982), to over 6oo
(1983). They concentrate on economic targets, the
most notorious attack being the mining of N
raguan ports in 1983, which threatened to destroy
the country’s economy, and in which, according to
the International Court in the Hague, the CIA
were involved. There have been many violations of
uan airspace by aircraft supplying Contra
field units, but including the bombing of Man
Airportin 1983.

enta good

arian elements

a-

As in Cuba, women serve in the Nicaraguan Sandinista

Militia on an equal footing with men.
~ r,‘.
P

The Sandinistas have reacted to this threat by
massively expanding  their the Ejercitd
Popular Sandinista, (EPS), formed 22 August 1980,
and the Milicia Popular Sandinista, formed 20 Feb-
ruary 1980—and by obtaining weapons from
France (from December 1981) and the Soviet
Union (often via Cuba) after United States

army

aid
ceased.

1983 was undoubtedly the Sandinistas’ worst
year, with constant Contra pressure from the
Honduran and Costa Rican border areas, and
United States intervention in Grenada (October
1983) widely interpreted as a rehearsal for an
invasion of Nicaragua. By 1984 the FDN alone had
3,000 of its 15,000 men permanently stationed in
Zelaya Department, Eastern Nicaragua. Attacks
increased to 948, but this was a lower rate of
e than in 1983, and 1984 can now be seen as
a turning point when the Sandinistas gained the

incre

initiative.

The government made a pact with some of the
Miskito Indians, their
On 30 May 1984 Eden Pastora escaped
ssination bomb, but was expelled from
when, as a ‘true Sandinista’, he refused to
ally with the ‘Somocista” FDN, as required by the
United States. Robelo took over ARDE command
and made the alliance, but ARDE’s strength
declined. It was now obvious that, notwithstand-
ing massive US aid, the Contra ‘Freedom
Fighters'—as United States officials called them—
could not deliver the military success required in
return for such a huge investment in training and
cquipment. Mecanwhile the FSLN performed well
in national elections, defeating the ‘Democratic
Convergence’, a union of opposition parties.

The Sandinistas expected an increase in Contra
pressure with the second Reagan administration
starting January 1985, as the US president broke
off the United States-Nicaraguan bilateral talks in
Manzanillo (Mexico), imposing a trade embargo
in April. In spite of the US Congress’s suspension of
Contra aid in 1984 the administration delivered 25
million dollars of aid, increasing to 100 million in
1986; but there was no corresponding Contra
breakthrough, although attacks jumped to 1,367
(1985) and almost 3,000 (1986). ARDE guerrilla
activity dwindled to virtually nothing, mainly due
toastricter interpretation of their neutrality by the

who now surrendered

weapon




Costa Ricans. In the north EPS units were resist-
ing Contra attacks and pursuing them to their
Honduran bases, leaving a few small FDN groups

in central and southern Nicaragua, entirely de-
pendent on air-dropped supplics. From June 1985
tensions arose between ex-National Guardsmen
and other Contras, all now officially federated in
the ‘National Opposition Union” (UNO). The
United States was now switching support from the
Contras to the Honduran Army, expecting an
with Nicaragua. Border clashes
between the two armies increased dramatically in
1986, reaching a level of ‘undeclared war’.

By 1987 the efforts of the anti-Sandinista co-
alition were clearly in vain; the Contras could not
achieve military victor
blockade had severely damag
cconomy, it had not destroyed it. The Sandinistas
abandoned their ‘state of siege” and boldly pro-
posed direct negotiations with the Contras. Con-
National Resistance’ (RN), the new

eventual war

, and though the economic
»d the Nicaraguan

tacts with the
name for UNO, commenced at the end of 1987,
. In February 1988

but without appreciable succ
the United States Congress finally prevented all
Contra aid, forcing the RN to seck a negotiated
The
peace, as the war (and government incompetenc
had provoked a serious economic crisis and the

settlement. Sandinistas urgently needed

FDN Contra guerrillas, in 1984. Some wear the blue-green
fatigues, others camouflage uniforms and webbing not dissi-
milar to those of the Sandinista enemy. They carry a mixture
of US-supplied M16 and captured AKM weapons.

people, increasingly discontented, were turning to
the opposition Democratic Convergence.

On 1 April 1988 the
concluded a ceasefire at Sapoa, valid for two
months and renewable. This agreement was not
welcomed by the US government nor by Ber-
mudez, but was accepted by the rest of the RN and
the Democratic Convergence. Talks about a pes

andinistas and RN

_held in Managua, were suspended
nsigence of Bermudez’s

manent peacs
in June through the intr
followers, and the Sandinistas now considered re-
opening hostilities to deal the final blow to the

Contras before talks were resumed in Guatemala
in September 1988. During 1989 “Contra’ strength
declined, as the new Bush Administration backed
Honduran efforts to expel them from Honduran
and the Sandinista

bases. government began to

liberali

Current forces
Nicaragua has seven Military Regions—1st (HQ
Esteli) covering Esteli, Madriz and Nueva Segovia

Departments; 2nd (Chinandega) —Léon, Chinan-

de; grd (Managua)—Managua; 4th (Mata-
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Eden Pmou in 1984, both physically and politically a
shadow of his former self, wearing a newly grown ‘Castro’
beard, but retaining his cap badge in Sandinista colours—red
star on black disc, indicating his continued allegiance to the
ideals of General Sandino.

western

galpa)—Matagalpa, Boaco Jinotega,
Zelaya; 5th (Puerto Cabezas) —northern Zelaya;
6th (Gr Carazo, Rivas; 7th
Bluefields) —Chantales, Rio San Juan, southern
Zelaya.

The EPS has 67,000 men, with 17,000 regulars

anada Masaya,

Active Military Service—SMA) and 20,000 two-
year conscripts (Patriotic Military S

instituted late 1983). There are four armoured
battalions (Soviet T35 and PT-76 tanks), one

one

mechanised battalion, one field artillery brigade
four bns.), four field artille AA and four
engineer battalions, and ‘Special Duty Comman-
dos (CODE). The 23 infantry battalions include
one Airborne (formed 198
man anti-guerrilla Irlcgulur Warfare Battalions
(Batallon de  Lucha  Irregular, *BLI’
Bolivar’, Angeles’, ‘Ramén Raudales’,

, one

; at least nine 700-

—*Simon

‘Coro de
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Santos

Jerman Pomares’, Juan Pablo Umanzor
1el Angel Ortez’, ‘Farabundo Marti’
and ‘Socrates Sandino’ identified so far; and some
Light Ranger Battalions (Batallon Ligero Cazadores,
‘BLC’), e.g. ‘BLC Gaspar Ga
of the above units the
brigades, each with one field artillery and
infantry battalions and two tank companies.

The 30,000
understrength battalions,
fantry Battalions
numbering  sys

Some

a Laviana’.

mechanised

three

form two

reservists are organised in 160
including Reserve In-
the four-digit
23, 4710,

g. 31st

(using Cuban

em, ¢

25-21
50-09. 50-11) organised in brigades
Brigade) and Permanent Territorial Companies
(*COPETES’). There are 7,000 Border Guards
(Tropas Guardafronteras, "TGF’) in seven battalions;
(Tropas Pablo Ubeda)
equivalent to Soviet MVD troops, under the
‘Director; al of State Security’ (DGSE);
avy personnel, 3,400 Sand-
Force, Sandinista Police, and
Militia in battalions and Territorial Brigades.

I'he United States objects to the size of the

a  2,000-strong brigade

te Gene
1,000 Sandinista N

inista Air 50,000

Armed Forces, at 130,000 almost nine times the
wartime

Guard’s maximum
Ortega
and 600,000 re-

former  National

strength;  yet  President talks of a

60,000 80.000 standing army
serves. It also points to Nicaragua’s 175 tanks,
thrust through the

suitable for an armoured

an

Choloteca Gap into Honduras, all suggestir
aggressive intent denied by Ortega.

The 24,000 Contras (active strength 12,000
15.000) have 12,000 FDN and 1,000 ‘Kisan’ on the
Northern Front (HQ Honduras), and 1,5003,000
FARN, and 200 ARDE in the
Southern Opposition Bloc” (HQ Costa Rica), but
these numbers are reducing as dispirited Contras

500 “Misurasata’

abandon a cause which seems to have no future.

Costa Rica

This small country, the most stable democracy in

Central America, has no serious political or social
tensions and, since 1949, no conventional army. In
1948 the Costa Rican Army, numbering 339 in one

infantry company and one artillery battery,
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I: 1stLt, 1st Regt. ‘Cuatro de Septiembre’, Inf. Div., 1958
2: Comandante Rebel Army, 1958
3: Coronel, Infantry, FAR, 1988




1: Cuba: Sgt., Infantry, FAR, 1988 \

2 Cuba: Warrant Officer, Marine Bn., 1988
3: Mexico: Sgt., Assault Bn., Presidential Guard, 1988







El Salvador: \

1: Sgt., National Guard, 1986

2: Capt, Infantry, 1988

3: Cpl, Jiboa’ Ranger Bn., 1988
4: Sgt., Marine Inf. Bn., 1988




i N\

1: 1stLt., 2nd Airborne Bn., 1986
2: 2nd Lt., 110th Inf. Bde., 1986
3: Police paratrooper, Cobra Bn., 1988




"

1: Cpl., Somoza Bn., National Guard, 1979
2: Comandante, FSLN, 1979

3: Capt., Sandinista People’s Army, 1988
4: Sgt., ‘Simon Bolivar’ BLI, 1988

]
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1: ‘Contra’ guerrilla, FDN, 1984

2 ‘Contra’, FDN ‘Special Forces’, 1988
3: ‘Contra’ guerrilla, ARDE, 1985




/ 1: Costa Rica: 1st Lt., Northern Border Security Bn., 1988 \

2: Panama: 2nd Lt., 7th Fusilier Co., 1988
3: Haiti: Sgt., Presidential Guard, 1988
4: Haiti: National Security Volunteers militiaman, 1985




theoretically supported by 33 Militia battalions,
backed President Teodoro Picado Michalski of the
National Republican Party (PNR) in his refusal to
leave office after an election defeat. José Figueres,
leader of the Social Democrats, established a
‘Caribbean Legion’, which rose up in revolt to
enforce the election result, and defeated the Army
in a two-month civil war costing 1,600 lives. The
1949 Constitution abolished the Army, replacing
it with the Guardia Civil as the only armed force.

In January 1955 the Central American dictators
Somoza (Nicaragua) and Trujillo (Domini
Republic
from Nicaragua by exiled supporters of former
President Rafacl Calderén Guardia, with Somoza

T

supported an invasion of Costa Rica

supplying air-cover. This operation, scemingly a
copy of the 1954 Guatemalan invasion which
toppled President Arbenz, at first made good
progress, occupying Ciudad Quesada in the north;
but Figueres reacted quickly, mobilised 16,000
men and gained United States and Organisation
of American States support. He retook Ciudad
Quesada and drove the invaders back into Nica-
ragua. In 1978 and 1979 3,000 Costa Ricans were
mobilised to repel incursions by Nicaraguan Na-
tional Guards against Sandinista bases in Costa
Rica.

Although Costa Rica had supported the Sandi-
nistas, their July 1979 victory did not end tension
with Nicaragua. The Costa Rican government,
opposed to the radical excesses committed by the
Sandinistas once they had gained power, permit-
ted Eden Pastora’s ARDE Contras to operate from
Costa Rica in 1982-4. This change of policy
towards the Sandinistas can also be attributed to
United States pressure: since the 1970s economic
crisis Costa Rica has been receiving massive US
cconomic aid. Border tension has never reached
Honduran levels, but the Sandinistas did complain
about Costa Rica to the International Court in the
Hague.

Even so, Costa Rica has worked hard to find a
peaceful solution to the Nicaraguan conflict, not-
ably at the June 1987 ‘Esquipulas Accords’, which
carned President Oscar Arias the Nobel Peace
Prize.

Current forces
The Costa Rican Civil Guard, all volunteers, are

commanded by a Director (a colonel) under the
Ministry of Public Security acts as an
urban police force (rural policing is carried out by
3.500 Rural Guards) and a military force. The

force

6,000 men are organised in seven provincial
companies (practically small battalions)—San
José, Alajuela, Cartago, Heredia, Guanacaste,
Puntarenas and Limon; a battalion-sized Presi-
dential Guard; and two light battalions— the 750-
man Northern Border Security Battalion, trained
by US Special Forces, to guard the border with
Nicaragua; and a counter-insurgency battalion to
confront the estimated goo anti-government guer-
rillas (three groups). The 3,000-strong National
Reserve was mobilised in 1955, 1978 and 1979.
There is a General Staff, equipment for 10,000
a small coa

reservi tguard (four patrol-boats
and an Air Unit (11 light aircraft, three
helicopters).

Danania

The United States was directly involved in the
revolt leading to Panama’s independence from
Colombia on 6 November 1903; and in return was
allowed, under the 18 November 1903 Treaty, to
build the Panama Canal (opened August 1914)
and bisect the country with the ‘Canal Zone’,
under US garrison. The United States has re-
peatedly intervened in Panamanian politics, and
US forces have been sent in on 26 occasions.
United States Army Southern Command is based
in the Canal Zone, responsible for all the American
continent south of the US-Mexican border, while
the ‘School of the Ameri (established 1946,
under Panamanian control since 1 October 1984)
has trained generations of Latin-American soldiers
in anti-guerrilla tactics.

Panama’s  persistent  demands to  re;
sovercignty of the Canal and Canal Zone have

ain

caused stormy relations with the United States,
especially during 1964; but the country is inextric-
ably tied economically to the United States, and
has usually followed a pro-US policy.

On 11 October 1968 Col. Omar Torrijos Her-
rera, commander of the Guardia Nacional—formed
in 1953 from the National Police, which had itsell
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Panamanian Gen. Torrijos in 1980, wearing olive green
fatigues, gold branch (the rank badge, now four stars) on
een ‘combat-leader’ shoulder loops.

«d power in a

replaced the Army in 1gog4—sei
ed transfer of Canal

coup, and formally
and Zone. Although the Guard had defeated a

reque

Janding by 80 Cuban guerrillas in April 1959, and
in the early 1960 had crushed an incipient rural
guerrilla movement, it was not politically re-
ijos had indoctrinated it with his
“Torr

actionary. Tor
own ideology ijism’, a mixture of national-
ism and populism. /
ations the Torrijos-C
1977 provided for the transfer of the Canal Zone
on 1 October 1979 and total US withdrawal on 31

ars of tough negoti-
rter Treaty of 7 September

December 1999.
On 31 July 1981 the charismatic Gen. Torrijos
reroplanc crash. He was

was killed in a mysteriou
succeeded as Guard Commander by Florencio
Florez, but Panama entered a period of political
turmoil. Nominally under civilian control, the
Guard held the real power, and its Torrijist officers
Policemen of the Panamanian National Guard in standard
uniform (green hats and trousers, light grey shirts, gold
muifpem {green hats;snd trousecs, Tkt grey shini, gold

«
ing their police duties.
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were more critical of the United States than were
the civilian politicians, especially those in oppo-
sition. Although US trained and equipped, it
resisted United States pressure to declar
FMLN line in El Salvador or an anti
sua. In 1983 Gen, Noriega became

an anti-
Sandinista

line in Nicar:

commander of the Guard, which was in 1984
as de Defensa, and publicly denoun-
ced President Reagan’s Central Americ
In 1987 the United States pressured for the
a, who was wanted in the USA
ing charges. Relations reached a

renamed Fue

n policy.

dismissal of Nori

on drug-traffic
crisis in spring 1988, but threats of cconomic
blockade or military intervention were presented
by Noriega as a tactic to renege on the 1977 Treaty
and prevent transfer of the Canal. The FD closed
him and No

ranks behind ga is still firmly in

power,
As in Costa R
tary and police functions, especially riot-

a, the Defence Forces fulfil

mi
control and internal sccurity. The 1977 Treaty
charges the force with the defence of the Canal
after 1999, and so it has shifted emphasis from




internal security to national defence, still with U
training and equipment—although internal un-
rest, especially since Noriega took command, has
forced expansion of anti-riot units.

Current forces
The Defence Forces are voluntary, with 5,200 men
on military dutics. 4,500
‘Fusilier Companies (infantry) — 1st “Tigre’ airmo-
bile (HQ Panama Vieja): 2nd ‘Pumas’ airportable
(Tocumén Airport, Panama City); grd ‘Diablo
Rojo’ (Chiriqui Province); 4th ‘Urraca’ (Central
Barracks, Panama City); 5th ‘Victoriano Lorenzo’
Fort Amador, Canal Zone); 6th ‘Expedicionaria’
Rio Hato}; 7th ‘Macho de Monte’ Ranger (Tocu-
mén Airport). There arc also a Presidential Guard,

men serve in seven

ceremonial cavalry squadron, Special Force com-
pany and two 700-man infantry battalions, one
1 a 200~

jungle-trained. There is a 500-man Navy
man Air Force (two squadrons); and 3,000 person-
nel on police duties, dispersed across the ten
Military Zones, or in special units such as the

Public Order Company for riot control.

Huiri

A black, French-speaking nation, the poorest in
the Western Hemisphere, Haiti won independence
from Napoleonic France on 1 January 1804 under
Jean-Jacques Dessalines'. From July 1915 to 21
August 1934 it was occupied by the US Marine
Corps, which replaced the Haitian Army on 24
August 1916 with the 2,650-man Gendarmerie
& Haiti for counter-insurgency duties, under Maj.
Smedley Butler, USMC. After several redesig
nations it became Armée Haitien in 1965. From 22
October 1957 until his death on 21 April 1971
Frangois ‘Papa Doc’ Duvalier was president, from

1964 ‘President for Life’, a title assumed by his son
and successor, Jean-Claude ‘Baby Doc’ Duvalier,
until his overthrow on 7 February 1986.

' See Men-at-Arms 211, Napoleon's Overseas Army

The Presidential Guard crew of the anti-aircraft gun the
paranoid ‘Papa Doc’ Duvalier had sited in the grounds of the
Presidential Palace, 1970.




Haitian troops in 1980 wearing uniforms still current. Note
the triangular Presidential Guard shoulder patch, and collar
cypher.

The 7,600-strong voluntary Haitian Army ful-
fils military and police functions, but its conven-
tional military value is very low. There are nine
Military Departments of which three are based in
the capjtal, Port-au-Prince—the 500-man Pre:
dential Guard (one infantry bn., one armoured
sqn.), the Dessalines infantry battalion (seven
companies) and the blue-uniformed Port-au-
Prince Police (six companies). The North, North-
West, Centre, West, South and Artibonite Depart-
ments each have a garrison detachment, totalling
21 companies, operating as district police. There
are also a two-battery artillery battalion, Port-au-
Prince Fire Brigade, Prison Guard Company,
Coastguard (325 men) and Air Force (275). Only
the Presidential Guard, Dessalines Battalion, and
élite ‘Leopards’ Battalion (three companies,
formed in 1971 for anti-guerrilla warfare, directly
under the Chief-of-Staff) have any military value.

In the late 1950s ‘Papa Doc’ Duvalier formed
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Juan Boscl

the 15,000-strong National Security Volunteers,
from 1971 under nominal army control, as a
counterweight to the Army; and also the notorious
“Tontons Macoutes’ scecret police, to eliminate
political opponents.

On 19 June 1988 Lt. Gen. Henri Namphy,
Chief-of-Stafl, overthrew the civilian President,
Leslic Manigat, who had tried to dismiss him,
ending a briefexperiment in democracy, only to be
ousted himselfon 18 September 1988 by Brig. Gen.
Prosper Avril, backed by Army NCOs and the
‘Dessalines’ Battalion. Although Haiti is poor and
there s currently guerrilla

oppressed,
movement.

no

Dominican Republic

Like Haiti, the Dominica
November 1916 to September 1924 occupied by
the US Marine Corps, which in 1917 replaced the
Army with the Dominican Constabulary Guard,
in 1 renamed Dominican National Army,
under Chief-of-Stafl Lt. Col. Rafael Léonidas
Trujillo Molina. On 23 February 1930 Trujillo
ablishing a ruthless,
ssination on 30

n Republic was from 29

was elected President
corrupt dictatorship until his a:
May 1961.

Claiming a possible Haitian invasion (Haiti had
occupied the country 17941809 and 182144 but,
although hostile, was too weak to invade) and the
precedent of Castro’s Cuban revolution, Trujillo
built up the most powerful armed forces in the
region (16,500 men), really intended to suppress
internal opposition. He casily defeated an attack
ed exiles in July 1959; and boasted
Havana to ashes with his

by Cuban-bac
of being able to bomb
Boeing B-17 bombers, and of a swift occupation of
Haiti.

After Trujillo’s death the country lapsed into
political turmoil. On 25 September 1963 a military
coup deposed the lefi-wing President Professor
; but in April 1965 Bosch’s Army

supporters, the ‘Constitutionalists’, rebelled under
Col. Francisco Caamafio Dend. Fearing another
Castro-style regime, President Lyndon B. Johnson
sentin 23,000 US troops on 28 April 1965, offering




to prevent a civil war between Caamaiio’s suppor-
ters and the bulk of the Army, under Gen. Elias
Wessin y Wessin and Gen. Antonio Imbert Bar-
rera. The fighting continued; and on 6 May the
Organisation of American States sent 2,000 Bra:
lian, Paraguayan, Honduran, Nicaraguan Na-
tional Guard and Costa Rican troops to join the
US Army (now 18,000 strong) as the ‘Interame-
rican Pacification Force’ (FIP). Fighting between
rival factions and against the FIP lasted until
August 1965. The FIP withdrew in September
1966, when Joaquin Balaguer was re-clected pres
dentand Caamano and Wessin exiled. Some 3,000
Dominicans died in this civil war.

Since the war successive civilian governments
have kept the Dominican Armed Forces out of
politics. In February 1973 Col. Caamanio landed
on the island to begin a guerrilla movement, but
was killed in battle after a few day

The Dominican Army, numbering 13,000 vol-
unteers, is much less important than in Trujillo’s
time. There are four brigades (17 bns.), one
artillery, one armoured, one Presidential Guard,
and one engineer battalion. The obsolete equip-
ment is being modernised. The 4,600-strong Navy
includes a Marine battalion and a Naval Com-
mando unit; the g,765-strong Air Force has light
aircraft, transports, helicopters, a parachute bat-
talion and an AA battalion; and there are 10,000
National Police under an Army officer as Director-

General

1he Plates

Ar: Cuba: Teniente Primero, 150 *Cualro de Septiembre’
Regl., Infantry Division, 1958

Cuban officers wore US=style uniforms copied by
local tailors in better quality cloth, often with 18
carat gold insignia privately purchased from the
San Ambrosio PX—the Cuban Harrods. Field
ice  uniform the US
herringbone-twill fatigues with khaki-painted Mt
helmet. This officer’s khaki barrack dress has US
pattern branch insignia on the hat and collar
points (with regimental number) and branch-
colour hat-cords: infantry, crossed rifles (green

ser olive  drab

was

cords); cavalry, crossed sabres (yellow); artillery,
sed cannons (red); engineers, castle (crimson).
Cloth embroidered unit patches were sometimes

cro;

worn on upper arms and metal rank insignia on
shoulder straps: three five-pointed stars vertically
placed for General; two—Mayor General; one
General de Brigada; three brass stars in a triangle
Coronel; two horizontally— Teniente Coronel; one—

Comandante; three brass chevrons point down—
Capitdn; Segundo
Teniente; one (gap
lent US Chiel Warrant Officer); one horizontal
Suboficial (Warrant Officer). Enlisted ranks
wore US M1gog ‘10-pouch’ webbing, trousers and
canvas gaiters, carrying the Migos Springfield
rifle, or the Garand. They omitted collar badges

two— Teniente  Primero;  one

at point)—Subleniente (equiva-

bar

and wore US-style bull' chevrons point-up on olive
green backing on upper arms: three chevrons, two
‘rockers’—Sargento de Primera; with one rocker—
Sargento de Segunda; three chevrons only—Sargento
de Tercera; two chevrons, one rocker—Cabo de
Primera;
Soldado de Primera; no insignia— Soldado Raso. Of-
fic s the US-style khaki peaked
cap and tunic with the same insignia; the cap
badge was the national crest on a trophy of arms in
gold-embroidered, and a plain
brass shield for enlisted men.

two chevrons—Cabo; one chevron—

s service dress wa

awrcath of brass o

Cuba: Comandante, Rebel Army: Escombray Moun-
lains, early 1958

Conforming to traditional worldwide guerrilla
practice, rank and file usually wore civilian
coloured  shirt, stout  boots,
beret, with

clothes trousers,

straw hat or ‘revolutionary’ dar
captured or improvised weapons and equipment.
Guerrilla leaders encouraged a more uniformly
military appe . with US Army surplus
clothing—olive green fatigue shirts and trousers,
the M1g43 ‘Walker cap’, as favoured by Castro,
with or without the stiffened crown, or captured
M1 helmets. Brass Cuban Army rank insignia was
: a star— Comandante (com-

ranc

worn on the cap only
pany commander); thr
Capitdn (platoon leader); two chevrons— Teniente

chevrons point down—

(squad leader). As victory approached, coloured
arm-badges or armbands were worn, usually in
Cuban red, white and blue; this example com-
memorates Castro’s ‘20 July Movement’. This
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Comandante has allowed his hair and beard to grow,
‘to be shaved off when Cuba is free’; he wears
captured M1gog webbing and sports a .45 cal. M3

‘grease-gun’.

Ag: Cuba: Coronel, Revolutionary Army, Infantry;
barrack dress, 1988

In 1959 Castro introduced a gree
dress, retaining Batista’s cap badge, and continu-
ing the olive green fatigues and ‘Walker cap’ for
combat dress. Officers’ rank insignia were worn on
jacket shoulder straps and field shirt colla
star— Comandante (the highest rank, later expanded
to five ranks); and four-one chevrons point down
or one bar, all in brass, for junior officers. NCOs
retained Batista’s US chevrons. On 1 December
1973 conventional field and general ranks were
introduced, and by 1980 the present markedly
Soviet-style uniform. Officers and regular NCOs
wear a drab brown service dress tunic with gold
shield-in-wreath lapel-badges (generals, a gold
star in a wreath with a laurel branch collar badge);
a brown, black-peaked cap, with gold chin-cords
(black strap for NCOs), green band, and national
cap badge above a gold star with the gold initials
‘FAR’ on red boss. On barrack dress red Soviet
collar patches edged gold are adorned with gold
miniature cap-badge devices. The stifl Soviet-type
shoulder-boards have olive green Russia braid for
generals, with gold leaves below a white star on a
/blue (right) rhomboid for Comandante en
Jefe (Castro), or gold five-pointed stars: four—
General de Ejércitd, three—General de Cuerpo; two—
General de Division; one—General de Brigada. Field
officers have olive green braid, two vertical red
centre stripes, and small gold stars: three— Coronel;
two— Teniente Coronel; one— Mayor; company off-
icers one stripe and four stars— Capildn; three
Primer Teniente; two— Teniente; one—Subleniente.
Warrant Officers (senior regular NCOs) have red
piping and small gold stars vertically placed:
three— Suboficial Primero; two—Suboficial, and Sar-
gento de Primera (Staff Sgt.) has four horizontal gold
bars on a uniform-colour shoulder board. Con-
scripts wear an olive green blouse with field
shoulder boards, branch shicld on the upper
sleeves and olive green “Walker cap’ with gold chin
strap and national shield-in-wreath cap badge.

1officers service

one
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Bi: Cuba: Sargento de Segunda; combat dress, 1988

All ranks wear a Soviet-style fatigue tunic or shirt,
trousers and service dress rank insignia: for con-
scripts a stiffshoulder strap slide with yellow ‘FAR’
below three yellow bars—Sargento de Segunda; two
bars—Sargento de Tercera; one—Cabo;
Soldado. Headdress is a plain “Walker cap’, and a
Cuban-manufactured Soviet Mgo or Bulgarian
M72 helmet. A Soviet 7.62 mm AKM assault rifle
is carried with Soviet webbing—ammunition
pouch on right hip, first-aid pouch and gasmask on
left. Officers wear a brown leather ‘Sam Browne’
belt. Tank crews wear Soviet helmets and black
coveralls, paratroopers a camouflage overall with
cloth helmet. A Czech-style peaked flapped
camouflage field cap is being introduced with a
camouflaged field tunic and trousers for infantry,
with rank insignia on shoulder-slides as here.

none—

Bz2: Cuba: Primer Suboficial, Marine Batlalion; barrack
dress, 1988

The 550-strong  élite del  Granma
(‘Granma Landing Unit’—commemorating the
ship in which Castro reached Cuba in December
1956) wears Soviet-style black Marine uniforms.
This long-service NCO wears officer’s type cap
badge (enlisted men omit the wreath) and ‘Sam
Browne’ belt. Naval rank insignia is identical to
the Army’s, but field, company and warrant
officers wear yellow braid shoulder boards with
gold stars and black stripes, enlisted men black
boards with yellow bars and ‘FAR title.

Desambarco

B3: Mexico: Sargento Segundo, Assault Troops Bat-
talion, Presidential Guards Brigade; sentry uniform, 1958
Officers wear dark blue service dress (called ‘Azul
7’) with three-button plain cufl patches. The cap
has the national cockade (green-white-red outer)
above the hat band rank insignia. Brass jacket
collar branch insignia (branch-colour for enlisted
rank  insignia) Cros: rifles, trumpet
(scarlet) —infantry; crossed sabres, helmet (bright
blue) —cavalry; crossed sabres, tank (grey)—
armour; crossed cannons, grenade (crimson)—
artillery; castle (cobalt blue) —engineers; national
crest (eagle, serpent, wreath) on eight-pointed
star—Presidential Guards, with appropriate unit
numbers or badge behind for different sub-units.
Shoulder board rank insignia: four vertical silver

are:




fiv
General de Divisién (Minister of Defence);
General de two stars—General de

-pointed stars above gold national crest—
thre

stars
Brigada; one star—General Brigadier. Three brass
stars only, in a  triangle—Coronel;  two

Teniente Coronel; one— Mayor; three
brass bars— Capitan Primero; three

horizontally
vertical linked

middle bar halfsize)—Capitdn - Segundo; two-
Teniente; one—Subleniente. Enlisted ranks wear
0G107 fatigues (shown here) with black hori-

zontal shoulder-strap bars (Presidential Guards—

gold diagonal cuff stripes) on branch-colour bacl

ing: three— Sargento Primero; two— Sargento Segundo;

one—Cabo; one vertical bar (Pres. Gd., stripe on
left sleeve only)—Soldado de Primera; no insignia—
Soldado.

This Special Forces NCO guarding the Na-
tional Palace wears an M1 helmet-liner with the
national crest on the front, and unit patches on
both sides—repeated on both upper sleeves; gold
Guards collar patch with battalion badge (a figure
white

of a combat soldier) on infantry scarlet;

Central American armies have few ceremonial uniforms
even for generals; these Guatemalan officers are exceptional.
President Kjell Laugurud Garcia (cight, smiling) is pictured

1974 with senior officers, wearing the flamboyant black
and gold dress uniform.




Salvadorean General José Guillén Garcia, Minister of De-
fence and Security, in green service dress and Ministry of
Defence shoulder patch (yellow star in green wreath on red-
edged blue disc), talks to young officers in olive green field
uniform with subdued insignia, 1984. (Vicente Talon)

ceremonial scarf, gloves and bootlaces, He wears
US partial ‘ALICE’ webbing, and carries a West
German G rifle. Tn combat a camouflage uniform
and helmet cover are worn.

C1: Guatemala: Sargento Tecnico, Special Forces Group;
combat dress, 1988

As in most of Central America, Guatemalan
uniforms are heavily US influenced. Officers wear
a black ceremonial peaked cap and tunic with gold
embroidered insignia, or a green or light tan
service tunic with matching peaked cap; the gold
cap badge is a dove holding an independence-
scroll over crossed rifles in a wreath. Generals have
heavy red shoulder boards edged gold, with ver-
tical gold stars above a gold cap badge: two—
General de Division; one—General de Brigada. Field
officers wear vertically placed linked brass stars on
plain straps: three— Coronel; two— Teniente Coronels
one— Mayor; company officers wear horizontally
placed linked brass bars: three with brass star
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superimposed — Capildn

eniente; one

Primero;  three— Capitin
Subleniente. Brass col-
infantry;
and

Segundo; two
lar branch badges are: crossed rifles
crossed sabres crossed

armour; cannons

grenade engineers; gold laurel
leal on a gold-edged red rhomboid
Unit shields appear on left upper sleeves.
Enlisted ranks wear light tan shirt and trousers,
and unit shields above US-style yellow chevrons
point up on both upper arms: five chevrons and
Sargento Mayor; four and rocker— Sargento

artillery; castle
generals.

rocker

Tecnico; three and  rocker—Sargento  Primero;
three—Sargento Segundo; two— Cabo; one—Soldado

de Primera; no insignia— Soldado de Segunda.

In combat olive green, US BDU ‘woodland’, or
(as here) South Korean ‘wavy’ camouflage fa-
tigues are worn with matching beret, ‘boonie hat’,
bush  hat, or ORz201 Kevlar
(camouflaged brown and sand for paratroopers).
A national flag patch is worn on the upper right
sleeve, and officers wear subdued black ¢
insignia (laurel leaf for generals). Special Forces
wear a red beret with ‘kamir’ title above unit
badge or (as here) rank badge; Marines a black
beret, paratroopers a black beret with silver jump-

Isracli helmet

llar rank

wings above a company badge; otherwise, insignia



are discouraged in the field. This SF trooper, his
neat appearance suggesting urban security duty or
a shortirange operation, wears US M 1956 webb-
ing, and carries the Israeli vzi; the Galil and the
M6 are also used.

Co: Guatemala: Infantryman, 15t Military Zone; combat
dress, 1958

This squad machine gunner, armed with the US
M6o, wears partial M1g67 webbing. Both US
BDUs and less substantial copies appear to be
worn by Guatemalan troops. This man’s only
insignia is the arm patch of the 1st Military Zone
(‘General Luis Garcia Leon’) 10 which his bat-
talion is subordinated. The pack appears to be the
US nylon tropical rucksack.

C3: El Salvador: Coronel, Cavalry Regiment; service
dress, 1988

Salvadorean officers wear copies of the US Army
Mi1957 green dress uniform or the Mi1g42 khaki
equ
pointed, buttoned design. Rank insignia are worn
on the shoulder straps: gold embroidered upright
laurel leaf—General; three vertically placed brass
stars— Coronel; two— Teniente Coronel; one
three linked horizontal brz
Teniente; one— Subteniente; one black — Cadete. Brass
branch col insignia follow US patterr
rifles—infantry;

alry;

Mayor;
s bars— Capildn; two—

crossed
crossed sabres—armoured cav-
cannons—artillery;

crossed castle—

alent, but with the distinctive national cuff of

engineers; crossed flags—signals. The unit badge is
worn in coloured enamels on a right pocket fob,
ign is repeated in the left shoulder sleeve
patch. The parachute wings above the left breast
pocket follow the US shape with an added national

and its d

cap badge motif.

Di: El Salvador: Sub-Sargento, National Guard; field
service dress, 1986

Formed in 1912 as a rural police force, the Guardia
Nacional is organised into 14 Provincial Companies
(in practice, often battalion-si
five ‘Commands’: an MP Company; the ‘15 de
Septiembre’ BIAT; a Technical Assistance Dept.
(US advisers and ‘SWAT’); a Transport Group;
and ‘COPARA’, a rapid-reaction anti-terrorist
company. Until Army
often brutally efficient force bore the brunt of the

1) organised in

nvolvement in 1980 this

guerrilla war

"This obsolete-looking uniform, inspired by the
Spanish Guardia Civil on which the force was
modelled, is still worn; but US jungle utilities or
BDUs are often seen in the field. The gloss-black
M1 helmetliner bears the national-coloured shield
on the right side, and on the front the Army cap
badge flanked by ‘G’ and ‘N’, in gold. ‘GN’ cypher
badges are worn on both collars, and blue and

A parade of soldiers from the Salvadorean Army’s rst
Infantry Brigade, with three kinds of fatigue uniform on view
- 0G107 jungle fatigues and two styles of ‘woodland’
camouflage. Note the green scarves worn as an unofficial sub-
unit distinction. (Julio Montes)




Two ‘COPARA’ police troopers pose in field uniform, the left-
hand man in US-style BDU camouflage and the right-hand
man in olive jungle utilities; weapons are the M7g grenade-
launcher and M6o machine gun. In the right background can
be seen a trooper in the old-fashioned uniform illustrated as
Plate Dx. (Julio A. Montes)

white National Guard patches on both shoulders;
sleeve rank insignia follow Army sequence. The
US M1g64-shape ‘baseball’ cap is also worn, with
miniature metal rank insignia above the same
badge as worn on the collar. The weapon here is
the Gg rifle, with which this NCO has won the
marksmanship badge on the left breast.

El Salvador: Capitdn, Infantry, San Salvador
Province; field parade dress, 1988

Field uniform for all ranks consists of US-supplied
OG 107 cotton sateen shirt and trousers, or M1967
jungle utilities. The M1 helmet is often worn with
loose string netting; the bush hat, ‘boonie hat’, and
M19g64 ‘baseball’ cap are all worn, the latter with
subdued officers’ or brass NCOs’ insignia, or
unofficial unit badges. Officers wear black sub-
dued rank insignia on the right collar, black
branch badges on the left. The parade neck scarfis
light blue for infantry, Rangers and Special
Forces; apple green for General Staff; black for
armour; olive green for paratroops; red for artil-
fery; yellow for engineers; and orange for signals.
Unit patches, when worn, are applied to both
upper arms.
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D3: El Salvador: Cabo, * Jiboa® Cazador Battalion, San
Vicente Province; combal dress, 1988

Elite units—Rangers  (Cazadores), paratroops,
Marine infantry, and Special Forces—wear a
camouflage ‘boonie hat” or M1967 beret; U
supplied (or locally bought copies of) ‘woodland’,
or South Korean ‘wavy” camouflage fatigues are
normal. Standard Army webbing is M1956, but
clite units have received some ALICE pattern
US-

style chevrons are worn on both @pper sleeves:

cquipment. On normal Army olive utilit

three chevrons and a rocker—Sargento; three
chevrons—Sub-Sargento; Cabo
Soldado. In the field, élite units discourage the use of
:AZADOR’ title and

two none—

insignia, like the gold-on-black ‘c
brass rank insignia scen on this Ranger’s black
beret; metal battalion insignia are also sometimes
worn below the Ranger qualification title by
privates. Note US jungle boots and M79 grenade-
launcher.

Dy: El Salvador: Sub-Sargento, Marine Infantry Bat-
lalion; barrack dress, 1988

"T'he Batallon de Infanteria de Marina, formed in 1985,
is based at Usulatan on the swampy coastal border
with Honduras, operating from US LCM-6 and -8
landing craft to prevent Nicaraguan
shipments reaching the FMLN guerrillas. Under
Naval command, the BIM use Army ranks and
¢lite unit uniforms. The black beret bears here the
the shoulder of the

weapons

unit patch and rank insignia
US BDUs bears a subdued version of the insignia,
sometimes worn in combat. In the field the ‘boonie
hat” or a black AL-style’ headscarf are worn,
webbing and weapons.

with standard

Er: Honduras: Teniente, 2nd Airborne Battalion; com-
bat dress, 1986

Combat dress for most Honduran troops consists of
US-supplied OG1o7 cotton sateen shirt and
trousers, or M1967 jungle utilities, with the M1
helmet or M1g64 “baseball cap’; officers usually

wear subdued black-on-olive rank and branch
insignia on right and left collars, and enlisted ranks
yellow sleeve chevrons. This élite paratrooper, sent
to the border in December 1986 to oppose San-
a ‘hot pursuit’ of Nicaraguan Contra units,

dinis

wears an apparently personally acquired re-
tailored version of US BDUs, cut as a light shirt



with slanted pockets in jungle utility style, and a
beret of the same material. Insignia include his
rank bars on a branch-colour diamond patch
below US jump-wings; a subdued Army shoulder
patch in olive and black; and slanted name and
tabs on the chest. He ALICE
the pouches pushed back on the hips;
note pistol  holster, and The
weapon is the M16, with a black sling rigged
ste also the Isracli OR201 para-

national wears

webbing

knife grenades.

assault-style
helmet, with a cover of ‘duck hunte:

camouflage.

L
combat dress, 1986

Photographed during the same operation as Ei,
this officer wears a complete uniform of shirt,
camouflage,

Honduras: Subleniente, 110th Infantyy Brigade;

trousers and beret in ‘duck-hunter’
presumably acquired personally or at unit level.
Insignia are the subdued rank and branch badges
-colour Army
US ‘Ranger’
and

in black on olive, on the collars; a full
patch on the right sleeve;
subdued

title, in full

qualifi-

tite, in form, Honduran

equivalent

cation

“Teson’ colours, on the left

shoulder; and what is presumably a diamond-
shaped unit patch in black on OD, half obscured
on the left pocket. He has a name tape on the right
breast, but no national title opposite. His equip-
ment is of US ALICE pattern, with the early belt
We reconstruct the leg

id jungle boots.
Honduran officers’ service dress is based on US
Army M1957 a khaki equivalentis worn in
summer. The peaked cap has a gold chin strap and
brass national badge. Brass ‘RH’ cyphers and US-

buckle.

ns

ignia are worn on the collars and

style branch ins
lapels: crossed rifles for infantry, special forces

and

paratroops; crossed sabres, crossed cannons, and a

castle for artillery and en-

gineers. On the shoulder straps officers wear brass

armoured cavalry,

neral de Division;

vertically placed stars: five—
four—General de Brigada; threc—Coronel;
Mayor. Company officers
three,

two—

Teniente-Coronel; one

wear linked horizontal brass bars: two and

one for Capitdn, Teniente, and Subleniente.

Four FPL-FM illas, three wearing to hide
their identitics, during a press facility for visiting journa-
lists, 1981. (Vicente Talon)




Nicaraguan President Somoza (right) confers with advisers
after the Managua earthquake of December 1972. Note the
US-supplied campaign hats and khaki uniforms, common
amongst Central American armies from c. 1920 to 1970, and
the M1g43 stiffened ‘Walker cap’.

Enlisted ranks wear US-style yellow chevrons
ves of khaki
three

on green backing on the upper sle
and on combat fatigu
three rockers—Sargento
Mayor; three
Primero; three chevrons, two rockers— Sargento Seg-
rocker—Sargento;
Soldado de Primera;

shirts,
solid diamond,

uniform
chevrons,
three chevrons, rockers—Sargento

undo; three chevrons, one two
chevrons—Cabo; one chevron

none—Soldado.

E3: Honduras: Police paratrooper, Cobra Battalion, 1958
Formed as the Cobra Policial Escuadron in April
1979, this para-trained unit of the Public Security
Forces was expanded to battalion strength in 1983.
It is a rapid-intervention gendarmerie unit, and
this uniform was photographed during anti-riot
duty in Tegucigalpa in April 1988. The US BDUs
have been modified in this unit by the addition of
black shoulder straps and reinforcement at knees
and elbows; and the pockets (including the flaps of
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the rear trouser pockets) are also dyed black.
Army-style chevrons are worn on the fatigues
appropriate; the cap is the Army’s
woodland-camouflage cap dyed black. The left
shoulder patch has a gold and blue hooded cobra
I'he equipmentis ALICE pattern, here with
extra musettes for a range of grenades, and the
gasmask; standard weapons are the CAR15 and

where

motif.

the Browning GP35 automatic.

F

Nicaragua: Cabo, Somoza Combat Battalion, ]
raguan National Guard; combal dress, January 1979
The Guardia Nacional officers’ service dress was the
US-supplied Migq2 khaki peaked cap with
brown-japanned chin strap and peak, or black
dress cap with gold chin strap, black peak with
gold embroidery for field and general ranks, and
silver triangular national cap badge. The khaki
tunic had the cap badge on the collar and brass
US-style lapel insignia: crossed rifles—infantry
crossed  sabres—armour; ed  cannons—
artillery; castle—engineers. Generals’ shoulder
strap rank insignia was five vertically placed five-
pointed silver stars for General de Divisién; four—
Mayor General; three—General de Brigada; field
officers wore brass stars: thr two—
Teniente Coronel;, one— Major; company officers
wore horizontal linked brass bars: three—Capitdn;
two— Teniente; one—Subleniente. Enlisted
:llow on dark-green chevrons.
Combat uniform was the OG107 cotton sateen
shirt and trousers or, as here, M1967 jungle
utilities, with subdued black officers’ rank insignia
on the right collar, branch insignia on the left, and
yellow chevrons for NCOs. A subdued name-tape
was worn over the right breast pocket, the national
title over the left, and unit patches on both upper
sleev or field parade a branch-colour neck scarf
was added (light blue for infantry). This NCO
wears M1956 webbing; note also magazine ban-
doliers, Israeli 5.56 mm Galil assault rifle, smoke
grenades, and Israeli OR201 Kevlar helmet.

cros

Coronel;

ranks
wore

F2: Nicaragua: Comandante, Sandinista National Liber-
ation Front; Managua, June 1979

FSLN clothing and weapons procurement fol-
lowed the familiar pattern of its model, Castro’s
Rebel Army (see plate A2). Rank and file (Combat-
ientes) wore civilian clothes, often with ‘Cuban’-




style beards and long hair. Leaders (Comandantes)
like the charismatic Eden Pastora pictured here,
voured a more conventionally military ap-
pearance. Cuba supplied olive green fatigue shirts,
trousers, and the characteristic peaked field cap
copied from the US M1g43 ‘Walker cap’. Pastora,
leading the non-Marxist Terceristas, is wearing
some of these uniform items with captured US
M 1956 webbing, and the US Mi1gr1 Colt .45 in a
shoulder rig. He also appears to have a slung AK
rifle, and a haversack—possibly a Soviet gasmask
satchel? No national, rank or unit insignia were
worn.

F3: Nicaragua: Capitdn, Sandinista People’s Army; field
parade dress, 1988

Althoug
ventional, they still exhibit ‘revolutionary s
ity’.

1 EPS uniforms are becoming more con-

mplic-
Cuban-inspired olive green fatigue shirt,
trousers and a ‘Castro cap’ without insignia serve
as field and service uniform for all ranks. On
parade white gloves are worn, with Soviet M40 or
M6o or Bulgarian My2 helmets, or plain black
berets; honour-guards add white gaiters and belts.
M 1980 officers’ shoulder strap rank insignia was in
silver: the top two ranks, primarily political, are
Comandante de la Revolucidn—a star, with a white
embroidered star above black (left) and red (right)
crossed branches on the collar; and Comandante
Guerrillero — blank strap, and white star on red
(upper) and black (lower) shicld edged silver on
the collar. Then two stars— Comandante de Brigada;
Comandante; four chevrons points down

Subcomandante;  three— Capitdn; — two— Teniente
Primero; one— Tenienle; one bar— Subleniente. En-
listed ranks wore yellow US-style chevrons on
upper sl Sargento
Primero; three chevrons, two bars—Sargento Seg-
undo; two chevrons, one bar—Sargento Tercero; one
chevron, one bar—Soldado de  Primera; no
insignia—Soldado. On 22 August 1986 new ranks
were introduced for ranks above Capitdn, retaining
the two political ranks. Generals wear silver stars
above crossed silver sword and branch on
shoulder-loops:  four stars—General de  Ejercitd
(Humberto Ortega Saavedra, Minister of De-
fence, Armed Forces Commander); three
de Cuerpo; two— General de Divisiin; one— General de
Brigada. Field officers have silver stars: three

one star

cves: three chevrons, three bars

General

Coronel; two— Teniente Coronel; one—Mayor. An

olive green bush-jacket can now be worn by
generals; also subdued EPS and name tapes, and a

metal beret badge.

ge, but so far no branch or unit

Fy: Nicaragua: Sargenlo Tercero, *Simén Bolivar
Irregular Warfare Baltalion; combal dress, 1958

In combat élite units such as the BLI's wear a
camouflage smock or shirt and trousers, in a
variety of patterns of which this seems the most
common, with officers” silver rank insignia on the
collars, and NCOs’ chevrons on upper sleeves. The
usual headgear is the Soviet tropical field hat,
p pulled tight over the

usually with chin str
crown

BLIs wear this at all times as a regimental
US-style

but baseball and

camouflaged *Castro cay

distinction, caps

are also worn. This

soldier, poss
ally a neck s

ibly a party member, wears unoffici-
tin the traditional arnarchist, also
now Sandinista, colours of red (‘freedom’) and
black (‘or death!’). He has Chinese-pattern chest-
pouch webbing with magazines for his Soviet
7.62 mm AKM assault rifle, and grenades

Gr: Nicaragua: Guerrilla, Nicaraguan Democratic
Front, Quilali Regional Command; combat dress, 1984

None of the six Contra groups has a standardised
uniform. They wear civilian clothes, captured
Sandinista Army or Militia uniforms, or US-
supplied olive green or camouflaged items, in
various combinations. In 1982 the FDN achieved
a measure of uniformity through large supplies of
very dark bluish-green baschall caps, fatigue
shirts, jackets and trousers, as shown here. The
FDN positional titles rather than ranks:
Comandante de  Region  (regional commander);
Comandante (detachment, group or task:
mander); Jefe de Compania (company CO); Jefe de
Pelotén (platoon CO); Jefe de Escuadra (squad CO),
but no rank insignia. This guerrilla wears a flag-
pin badge also worn by ARDE, and the FDN arm
badge, both common but not universal insignia.

uses

-force com-

He wears US webbing and carries an M6o ma-
chine gun.

Gz: Nicaragua: Guerrilla, FD.
dress, 1958
Standing smartly to attention, this member of the

[ Special Forces: combat
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élite Comando de Operaciones Especiales (COE) is
identified by the skull badge on his left sleeve. He
is wearing captured Sandinista M fatigues
with the newest national-flag arm badge; a
camouflaged ‘boonie hat” with unofficial subdued
national tab; and US-supplied ALICE webbing
and tropical boots. His weapon is a Chinese copy of
the Soviet AKM assault rifle, the Type 56/1.

Democratic

G

ficaragua: Guerrilla, K n
combal dress, 1985

Many ARDE members favoured the green beret,
for its élite associations, to which this guerrilla has
attached a curious home-made triangular cap
badge. Wearing one of a wide range of camouflage
fatigues (other leaf patterns and tiger-stripes are
also encountered), he carries a Rumanian version
of the Soviet AKM assault rifle. His national
breast-badge is also worn by FDN guerrillas and,
like the FDN, ARDE uses positional titles up to
and including
Sandino, some ARDE troops still wore the red and
black FSLN neck scarf.

Hi: Costa Rica: Teniente,
Baltalion; combat dress, 1988
Easily mistaken initially for US troops, the ficld
uniform of the Guardia Civil i
supplied OGro7s, M1g67 jungle f:mgut .
‘woodland’ camouflage shirts and trou
similar pattern but different cut to US issue.
Headgear consists of the M 1964 bascball cap, the
‘boonie hat’, and the M1 helmet. ALICE webbing
is worn, and small arms include both M16s and
more obsolete types—Mi1  Garands, and the
elderly but excellent Beretta MAB38/49 sub-
machine gun depicted.

Above the left breast pocket is worn the ‘C.R.
Guardia Civil’ patch; company patches are seen
on the right upper arm. The 1st and 2nd Com-
panies were formed into a battalion to guard the
Nicaraguan border, and after serious clashes with
Sandinistas in hot pursuit of ARDE guerrillas this
became in May 1985 the Northern Border Secur-
ity Battalion, whose yellow-on-black ‘BiNicro” title
is seen here on the right shoulder. The brassard
indicates Comando del Norté, ‘Northern Command’.
Officers wear standard US Army gold and silver
rank insignia on the headgear and right collar, and

Northern Border Security

a
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Comandante. As true disciples of

US Army branch insignia on the left collar.
Enlisted ranks wear yellow-on-green US M1958
chevrons on both sleeves: three chevrons, one
rocker—Sargento;

chevron— Raso primera clase; none— Raso.

two  chevrons—Cabo;  one

Hz: Subleniente, 7th ‘Macho de Monte’
Fusilier Company, Panama Defence Forces; combal dress,
1988

Defence Forc

Panama:

s officers wear US Mig57 green
s, with peaked cap with gold national
crest, gold wire chin strap and peak embroidery for
field and general officers, green jacket and
The khaki equivalent uniform is also
worn. The brass national title ‘RP’ (Republica de
Panama) appears on the jacket collar, and on the
lapel the branch badge: star in a wreath—generals
and General Stafl; crossed rifles—infantry. Of-
ficers” brass rank insignia is worn on the shoulder
straps (or green shoulder loops on shirts), but
generals and General Stafl'always wear stifl green
shoulder boards edged gold: national crest above
four five-pointed stars — General de Brigada (FD
Commander Manuel Antonio Noriega); three
stars only— Coronel; two— Teniente Coronel; one—
Mayor; three horizontal linked bars—Capildn;
two— Tentente; one—Subleniente. Enlisted
wear US-style M 1958 yellow chevrons on green on
OG 107 fatigue shirt upper sleeves: three chevrons,
one rocker—Sargento de Primera; three chevrons—
Sargento de Segunda; two—Cabo; no insignia—
Soldado Raso.

I'he M1 helmet or US peaked field cap is worn
in the field, with OGro7 shirt and trousers or olive

service dre

trousers.

ranks

Jjungle utilities, currently being replaced by the US

BDU camouflage clothing already worn by the
¢lite 7th Company. Officers wear brass rank
badges on the right collar, branch insignia on the
left, company title on uppersleeves, and parachute
wings above the left pocket. He wears US ALICE
webbing, and carries an vzt sub-machine gun.

Hs:  Haili:  Sergent-Fourrier, Presidential ~ Guard,
Haitian Army; parade uniform, 1988
More common than the dark blue officers’

ceremonial uniform is the US M 1957 khaki service
dress with black tie. The peaked cap has a gold
braid chin strap, brass national crest on a trophy of
cannons as cap badge, laurel branches on the peak




for field officers and generals, and laurel encircling
the dark blue cap band for generals. The jacket
collar carries the brass title ‘RD'H” (République
d’Haiti), the lapel brass branch insignia: star—
General Staff; crossed rifles—infantry. Generals’
shoulder strap rank insignia consists of three large
vertically placed silver stars: three— Lieutenant Gén-
éral; vwo—Général de  Division; one—Général de
Brigade; ficld officers, small vertical brass stars:
three—Colonel;  two— Lieutenant ~ Colonel;
Major; company officers, br:
point down: three two— Liculenant;
one—Sous-Lieutenant;, one (point up)—Adjudant
(Warrant Officer). Enlisted ranks wear a khaki
garrison cap, M1957 cap (or obsolete M1942 cap)
with plain chin strap, shirt, tic and trousers, and
US-style yellow chevrons on dark brown backing
on upper sleeves: three chevrons, three horizontal
bars—Sergent  Major; hollow
rhomboid—Sergent Premier; three chevrons, one
bar—Sergent Fourrier; three chevrons— Sergent; two
Caporal; one—Soldat de premicre classe; none—Soldat.
This uniform with M1 helmet doubles as field
dress, although OGro7 fatigues are also worn,
with ‘duck-hunter’  pattern
camouflage fatigues for Presidential Guard and
‘Léopards’. The Guard wears ‘GP” (Garde Présid-
entielle) titles on the collar (above shoulder strap
rank insignia, for officers) and a unit shoulder
patch. This soldier wears obsolete US 1o-pouch
webbing, and carries the M1 Garand rifle.

one—

linked chevrons,

three  chevrons,

‘woodland”  or

Hy: Haiti: Militiaman, National Security Volunteers,
1985

Not to be confused with the plain-clothes “T'ontons
Macoutes’ political police, the Volunteers, sup-
posedly modelled on Mussolini’s MVSN black-

Notes sur les l-nches en couleur
tyle des US;

Col. Hugo Torres, political chief of the Sandinista Army in
1987, wearing the new rank insignia introduced in August
1986,

shirt militia, wore ex-Police peaked caps or this
distinctive beret, blue shirt and trousers, and red
scarves or armbands. Equipped with obsolete
weapons as this M1928A1 Thompson sub-
machine gun, and the M1 Garand, or the Isracli
vz, they were abolished in February 1986 with the
departure of ‘Baby Doc” Duvalier.

such

Fnrbtafeln

et

Az Les vite-

mldum A bt v i, M hriere o e régiment.

Varmeéc des US éaitpréferé par s commandant; e bért nir évolutionnire
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Eolut du mouvement “Vingiiome Jullet de Castro. g Teme phetbd
i

B Toslic et équipement dans s syl soviétique, aves galons juunes .1. rang
sur Pépauls au-deisus du chiflre Casques sovictiques o et
casques bulgares sont. portés tous e el Lo
orient des uniformes presque identiques aux, uniformes de Flnfanterie de

ur la manche. By Cimier
e des régiments de la garde sur les
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G1 Uniforme de camoullage sud-coréen, avec bérets rouges des Forces Spéciaux
qui portent Iétiquetic Kaibil au-dessus de 'insigne de grade miniature.
“équipement sc composc Weléments US Migs6 les ammes portées sont les

ablement localement faite, de
nitrail-

alil et Mi6. Ca Une copic, probal
" avec équipement Migh7 et i
celui de la Premiére

nanlml"agrl S dmy BDU,
Vinigne aur la

'C3 Tenue de cérémo
Todihé point s insignes e grade e trouven
section sur le col ct les insignes dunité en métaille sont attachés  la poches ils
Sont ansi portéa sur Lépule gauche en forme brodée. Des ailes de parachutiste
semblables aux ailes US sont portées sur la poitrine gauche

Dx Uniforme démodt influencé par la Guardia Gil d Espagne. Insigne
Nadonal surlecotedu casque insgne G are devantdu casque ctsur les deux
épaules, chilles v le col, chevrons de grade dans le style de larmée, et
insigne de_tireur S oturine ganche. Da Trelis ot casque de
camouflage US avec écharpe bieu clair d'infanterie portéc seulement pour les
revues; e insignes de grade nois éient poré sur le col droit et les insignes de

section sur le col gauche avee tenue de convés les insignes dnié sont
elquekais portés sur les dews épaules, D3 Camoulage

camouflage va por I i amp de hotalle
= le Pétiquette 4,4.4”/"' et les insgnes de g

son Equipement Phuslenrs sories et

Dy Les marines utilisent le béret o G et Seopat e

usage:
dunité, qui est utlisé en forme adoucie sur le col

Ex La plupart des soldats portent un treillis S vert olive, mais et officier
parachutiste a une chemise curieusement fagonnée en étoffe de camouflage
BDU et un béret assorti qui porte son insigne de grade et ses ailes sur un fond
losange rouge qui indique sa secton, Remargques Ies insignes d'armée sur es
manches en couleurs douces, équipement 4. lie

couverture camouflée différente. lefmmt1lhu(l(lrtnmnuﬂ«gx
scur de canard avee insigne darmée en plein col
unié sur la potrine gauche s éxguets ann‘eHUSw.n Teson (Hon
tomt poriées e Tépasie g Camouflage US modifé avee poches

or Schal Hndachihe vnd Schntrserigl
Beim Gewehr handelt es sich um ein

auf einem roten und. We
e v S A getra
deutsches G

C1 Der siidkoreanische |«rlv1nlug wurde mit der roten Baskenmiitze der
Spesaleinheiten  geira 0 der Mize war *Kaibil-
ber de angebracht. Die
'\Amusumgcnupnrhx dem US Mig36 Muster. Zur Bewaffnung zahlen dic Uz,
Galilund M6, G Hierbei handelt e sich wabrscheinich um eine regionale
Kopie der J Tarnuniform mit M1967 Austriisiung sowie M
Maschinengewehe. e ATiab e o paa Militirzone. €3 Diese
Sil gehaltene grine besitzt veranderte,
Sy auende Arme Tuulkchiige, Rangabscichen b den sich auf den
Schulter bicilungsabzeichen sind am Kragen ersi 2 mctak
e Eimhanbicen ot on der Tt che befeist
su der linken Schuler getragen. Dic Fallchirmspringer figel ihncin Qe
merikanischen Mustor und wérdén aufder linken BrusthdlRc gtrage

D1 Eine altmodische niform,die durch dicspanische Guardia G becinfiut
wurde. Das Nationalwappen ist auf der Seite du}hhmsr»n hilich,o

er Vordenieite getrag i
Schultern, am
he Drillichuniform mit Helm, hellblauem Ir

d schwarze Ranginignien
n sl dem linken Kright

beiden Schultern
\‘\(mdhnd' und

die Insig
verschiedener  amerikanischer
Dy Die Marine benutzt die schwarze Baskenmiit ‘azadores
Einheitsabzeichen, welches in cinter umuumngmn
Schulter nochmals wiederholt ist

verwendet.
usammen mit. de
Abwandlung auf de

Ex Die meisten Soldaten iv-griine

uch
noires, qmululm nesres ot calot moir. Insgne de bataillon sur 'ép
mitraillette CA
Fx ‘Treillis de jungle US avee chevrons de grade dans le style US,
Fralion s Col v nsne d wmié ur Pépaie: 11y a un ubain de
sur la pojtrine droite et un itre national sur la gauche qui sont cachés par S
cartouchiéres.  F: Pastora ‘omandante  Zero', en costume
caractéristique. e style cubain avec insignes de grade
simples sur les épat et de titre national sur la
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