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| German Military Folice Units 1939-45

’ Introduction

military policeman must be one ol the least
reciated (certainly by his fellow soldiers) yet
t indispensable military figures in modern
ory. In the mobile warfare of the 20th century

army could keep its vital supply convoys on the
ve and its supply routes open without the
itary policeman. If his fellow soldiers’ opinion of
is usually expressed in expletives, then those in
er command with a good overall view,
ainly valued his service—witness some of the
s expressed through the ages by field com-
ders about their MPs:
“You cannot have a good army without a police force
:n’ (Napoleon Bonaparte).
“The Field Marshall Commander in Chief expresses his
ssfaction with the work of the Malitary Police. . . . The
liness which has prevailed behind the front is directly
huted to thetr efficiency and devotion’ [The Adjutant
eral, British Expeditionary Force, 1918).
“The Battle of Normandy and subsequent battles would
have been won but for the work and co-operation of
ast on the traffic routes’ (Field Marshal B. L.
ntgomery, 1045).
T he Feldjiger have fulfilled their psychological purpose.
ractions have rapidly gained them a reputation . . . their
and supporl were much sought after’ (General der
ser Speidel, 1948).
The British Corps of Royal Military Police can
¢ its roots back tenuously as far as the Earl
shals of Norman and Germany's
jagerkorps likewise has a long and distin-
sshed tradition stretching back to the “Profoss’ of
16th century. In 1740 I'riedrich IT established
Feldjagerkorps zu Pferd which shortly afterwards
its title amended to Reitendes Feldjigerkorps.
these troops were drawn men for the
wing duties: Aolonnenjiger—to control and

times;

ect traffic routes; Kurierjiger—to carry impor-

A typical Army Feldgendarmerie NCO on traffic control duty.
Well wrapped up against the winter cold, he wears the
motorcyclist’s waterproof overcoat and heavy gloves. On his
standard Army issue belt he carries a gmm Walther P38 pistol
in a black leather holster. A woollen toque is worn to protect
the ears and neck. The ubiquitous gorget and traffic wand
indicate his status as a Military Policeman. (B. L. Davis)

tant messages and orders; Furierjiger—to accom-
pany and protect members of the Royal Family.
Shortly after the founding of the Feldjigerkorps zu
Pferd, the Feldjigerkorps zu Fuss was formed in 1741.

3
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Sicherheitsdienst which were also to be found in
-ombal areas.

Much hated by their fellow soldiers, the German
military policemen were known by more sinister

nicknames than their British counterparts, the
‘Redceaps™: “Chained Dogs’ and ‘Headhunters’ were
just two of the epithets commonly used.

At the end of the Second World War, the skills of

the German Military Police were quickly apprec-
iated by the British and Americans, who used
several entire companies of fully armed Feldgendar-
men and Feldjager as auxiliaries to assist their own
hard-pressed police formations. In the chaotic
conditions of the immediate post-war period the
experienced manpower provided by these troops
was of great help to the occupying authorities.
When the German Army was re-lormed in 1955
one of the first units to be established was a Military
Police Company. In 1956 these Militdr Polizer were
granted the use of the traditional title ‘Feldjager’.
The Bundeswehr today fields Feldjager units in
cach military district { Wehrbereich) which in the case
»f mobilisation would be strengthened by reservists.
There are no Air Force or Naval Provost units, the
Feldjager having authority over all three services.
The traditional gorget and cuffband are no

In this unusual scene an Oberfeldwebel of Army Feldgendar-
merie uses an NSU Kettenkrad half-tracked motorcycle to pull
a light truck through the mire of a Russian road in the spring
thaw. The Oberfeldwebel wears the M1g38 pattern Feldmiitze,
The Kettenkrad was not standard issue to Feldgendarmerie
units. (J. Charita)

longer used as identifying symbols. Instead, more in
keeping with other NATO countries, a distinctive
white belt and pistol holster are worn; a white
armband bearing the legend Feldjiger is also used on
duty. The traditional Military Police branch-of-
service colour of orange-red has been retained as
piping to the shoulder straps and underlay for the
collar patches. The beret used for everyday duties is
in the same red colour as that used by the British
R MP; the badge worn thereon bears the traditional
emblem of the Feldjiager, the Guards Star and
motto ‘Suwm Cuique’, reinforcing the traditional links
with the Feldjiger of Imperial times.

Although countless books have been written on
the subject of the armed forces of the Third Reich,
little has appeared on the subject of the Military
Police forces. This is despite the fact that there is a
great demand for original examples of Military
Police memorabilia among collectors. 1t is hoped
that this book will go some way towards filling that

gap.
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Steyr; and two x 3-ton vehicles (usually an Opel
Blitz or similar light truck).

Personal armament of the Feldgendarmerie was
initially restricted to light weapons. A wide range of
automatic pistols was used, NCOs and men
normally carrying a Walther P38 or a Luger POS,
whereas officers often favoured the more compact
Walther PP or PPK. Most NCOs carried the
MP38/40 machine pistol, and while the Mauser
Karg8k rifle can be seen in wartime photos of
Feldgendarmerie personnel, it was not widely used.
The superb MGgyq or MGy2 belt-fed machine guns
were also used by Feldgendarmerie units as a
vehicle weapon or for defending road blocks. As the
war drew towards its end, many Feldgendarmerie
personnel found themselves thrown into front-line
combat, and the deadly Panzerfaust anti-tank
projectile saw frequent use (see the report of Heinz
Heuer’s success against Soviet tanks in the battle for
Berlin}.

Former policemen drafted into the Feldgendar-
merie were allocated military ranks in keeping with
their former police status as follows:

WachitheRier: comammos Unieroffizier der Feldpendarmerie
Oberwachtmeister.............. Feldwebel der Feldoendarmerie
Bezirkswachtmeister ........... Oberfeldwebel der Feldgendarmerie
Hauptwachtmeister ........... Stabsfeldwebel der Feldgendarmerie
Meister/Obermeister........... Leutnant der Feldgendarmerie
Inspektor s s Oberleutnant der Feldgendarmerie

The Feldgendarmerie, in military terms, had
similar responsibilities to  the  Ordnungspolizer in
“ivilian life. Amongst the many and varied tasks of
the Feldgendarmerie were the following (by no
means a complete list):

Traffic control; maintaining military order and
discipline; collection and escorting ol prisoners of
ol stragglers;
prevention of looting; supervision and control of

war; collection and redirection
-vilian populace in occupied areas; disarming
ivilians; checking captured enemy soldiers for
documents, maps or other useful information;
“hecking papers of soldiers in transit or on leave;
-ollection of fallen enemy propaganda leaflets and
of

searching for shot-down enemy fliers; providing

prevention distribution of such material;

street patrols in occupied areas; prevention of
sabotage; control of evacuees during retreats; duties
{a security nature in co-operation with the Geheime
Feldpolizer  {i.c.

counter-espionage, monitoring

A standard model 1936 Feldbluse of an Army Feldgendarmerie
Oberfeldwebel. All the insignia are machine-stitched to the
tunic with the exception of the shoulder straps which are
removable.

politically suspect persons, etc); apprehending
deserters; border control; anti-partisan duties. After
the occupation of Czechoslovakia and Poland,
Feldgendarmerie training schools were set up in
Prague and in Litzmannstadt-Gérnau.

The Feldgendarmerie’s authority allowed them
to pass through secured areas, roadblocks, guard
posts, ete, and to conduct searches of both personnel
and property wherever deemed necessary, and in
doing so they could commandeer assistance from
any other military personnel. In the event of
dispute, any Feldgendarme held superiority over
any other soldier of similar rank from any other
branch of the services. Although, like military
policemen of any nation, the Feldgendarmerie were
best remembered by the common soldier as strict
disciplinarians, ever ready pounce on
‘innocent’ squaddie, there is no doubt that their

Lo dan

greatest contribution to the war effort was the

-
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‘Panzerfaust’ hand-held anti-tank projectile. On his
successful return Heuer reported to Gen. Krebs and
informed him of his unit’s achievements. Krebs was
delighted with the captured Soviet material and
Heuer’s destruction of so many enemy tanks; and in
the presence of Gens. Krebs, Burgdorf and Fegelein,
Heuer was decorated with the Knight's Cross. He
was also given a field promotion to Leutnant der
Feldgendarmerie.

Following the success of his mission, Heuer was
given a further special task: to take a personal
Hauptfeldwebel Heinz Heuer, the sole serving Feldgendar-
merie recipient of the Knights Cross of the Iron Cross. In this
photograph taken prior to his award-winning actions, Heuer
wears the standard Mi1g36 pattern Army Feldbluse; note that
at this late stage of the war, no arm eagle or cuffband are worn,
only the orange piping indicating Heuer’s status as a

Feldgendarme. Note the whistle lanyard on the right shoulder,
and the Driver’s Badge in gold on the left sleeve. (Heinz Heuer)

s b e

message {rom Hitler to SS-Gen. Felix Steiner.
Heuer set off by motorcycle, but was captured by
Soviet troops. In the style of the best spy stories,
Heuer managed to chew up and swallow the
message belore the Soviets could stop him. The
Soviets were in no mood to take prisoners and
Heuer, together with some other captured Ger-
mans, was given a spade and told to dig himself a
shallow grave. Execution was to be immediate.
Having completed this most macabre of tasks, the
doomed Germans were allowed a last cigarette. In
the next few minutes an artillery barrage came
crashing in, forcing the Soviet guards to take cover,
and Heuer and his comrades made good their
escape. However, as the war ended shortly
afterwards, Heuer soon found himself in Soviet
captivity again. He was held first in Tscheljabinsk
in Siberia, and then at a punishment camp in Oms.
With the help of a Russian woman doctor, Heuer
was able to arrange repatriation to Berlin; once
there, however, he was denounced to the GPU and
arrested once again. Severely debilitated after his
captivity, Heuer now weighed a mere six stone
{about 85lb). Luckily, with the connivance of a
sympathetic Russian officer, Heuer managed to
escape once again and made his way to the Western
Zone.

Heuer’s military decorations included the Iron
Cross 2nd and 1st Class, Wound Badge in Silver,
East I'ront Campaign Medal, War Merit Cross 2nd
Class with Swords, Driver’s Badge in Gold, two
Gold and three Silver Tank Destruction Awards
and the Knight's Cross. After the war Heuer
returned to a police career. He was still alive at the
time of writing.

Uniforms and Insignia

The special identifying insignia worn by the
Feldgendarmerie were as follows:

Headgear: Orange-red Waffenfarbe was worn by
Feldgendarmerie troops as piping to the crown and
cap band of the Schirmmiitze or peaked cap and as
an inverted chevron of braid over the cockade on
the side cap and soft peaked tropical
Einheitsfeldmiitze. Uniform: The orange-red Waf-
fenfarbe was also used as piping to the centre of the
collar patch bars, to the shoulder straps for NCOs
and other ranks, and as underlay to officers’
shoulder straps. In addition to the Waflenfarbe, the
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4= Army Feldgendarme walks through the shattered streets
»f Brussels in May 1944. Although rather faded, the original
wlearly shows the Arm eagle and ‘Feldgendarmerie’ cuffband

being worn. The lack of NCO Tresse on the tunic collar implies
that this is a private soldier. He is armed omnly with an
automatic pistol. (J. Charita)



AWaud Jo 958D ) UT (A18SSI09U IIYM SIDIYIA [IATD
SuLopuRWWOd FUIpnOUI} siun  uonoeal-yomb
Furquuasse ‘uado somor daay 01 219 ‘suqap quioq
JO [eaowas SurSuemre ‘seare anoqaey jo Sunjrewr
PUE SULIITOUU0D3T FUIPN|OUL ‘[OIIU0D OTJJed) :9PN[oul
os[® p[nod W3e(p(a,] 21 Jo sonnp a3y} ‘sIopuruIuon)
Awry [e00[ Y1m uonerado-0d 2sop ur Juryio s
JUOIJ 9Y) 01 WY} FUIpuds pur
Sueseayg uaplon, 1o soureuonounj Lired pojey
oy dn Surpunor jo Sunpou yuny pmom 1a8elp,g
‘stomod asuawur 1y gy cdn papunor spOd
Awoud padedsa pue ‘yim ipeap pue papuayaxdde
1M SIDLIISIP AWM JUIBS D] 1y 'SITUN D0y Pe, Olul
syutod uonoa[o2 1B papquIdsse uNjo a1am ‘s1a[85ens
[ENPIAIPUT pUE Yuoq) 3 1B SULdWWeYy B udye)
PEY YOIYM S11UN JO SIUIWI[I PIINTBIG "IUT| JUOL} I3
udgns 01 yoeq Way) Juas pue omoduewr snonpradns
19310 pue sia33ens pajdaf[od (719 swwau Surpnpur)
JUO} 91 WOJJ }IBQ SUIPEI[ SANOI [[B U0 S[0NR]
"9u Aoges, ® se 10 pue ‘syeaxjaa otued jusadad
‘Quidsip pue topio oamsaid 01 sem uonouny
IRYJ, "oul] juod) oyl ‘o1 [aqeted pue ‘puryaq
so[i a1 Arewrxordde paresado ze8elpra g oy L,
‘PaAtAIns [ppradg 10891),] 19P UIL) “IIPUBLILIOD $II
PUe “19A9MOY ‘1S3 AA Y] ULIEM IT) PIPUD [[] OpUBLW
-woytaSe(pp, osieds Apwanxs ore sanianoe
1Y) JO SPIODAT 0§ ‘JUOI | UIIISE 92Ul U0 Iem
Y} N0 meES [ pue | opurwwoyese(pp,] ylog
qutodund 1e sjudwnSre Lue a9s 03 papuud
A1y a19m 108e(p[a g o a1ndsip jo ased Uy *SuoIsIp
AIeiu 1m a1 ul 10u pmnod 1a8epa ] 2y 18218
sem Auompne Areurdosip siy ySnoyipy puuostod
—GQQ-UIPBAA PUB- IYOBUWLIYI AL [[B UO Juatysiund
NNDAXD 0} QUoyIne Y} YPIM  IpUBWIWIO.)
Aurry ue 03 snyels renba pey opurwwoyaSelpr g
B JO I20JO Surpueiuwiod ay [, "1eaid sem Ljoyine
SIL SNY} pPuB JYOBUWIYIAA IOp OPUBWIWONII]()
) 01 Ljuo sjqeramsue sem sdioymaSelpay oy,
[ONUO0D ST I9PUN JUIWIFIY [ons
JUO pey opurwWwWOoNISe(pa,] yord pue Juawisay
~aspippay e posudwod  uaSunpqeaaselp
yons aar] samredwod 221y ojul pauwntoj ‘sjoned
yons o4 Aprewxoxdde pey Sunpaqoosplpp.y yoeq
SODN paousuadxo o0 pue 1901jo ue Juisuduwion
2f1aqg, 10 [oayed oy sem 1tun JaSelppo,g orseq oy |,
‘pradg 181 1ap ‘uan Lq APrewnm
pue ‘9seir) JLIUBJU] 9P ‘UdN) O[IYDG UOA
JUNUEJUT JOP "udr) ¢ PIPUBLIWIOD SEM ‘BUUIIA UT
pauLIo] ‘I]] OpurwWWONIER(pla ] "1as0]y ‘uan) pue

ol

USA() UOA Juueju] 1op “uary ‘jdwoy) addnnioz
-uBJ JI9p ‘uar) AQ pOpUBWIWIOD SeM ‘nesalg
ul paulio} ‘[] opuewWWONIASe(pPa] "oy Isuly
128211 ] Jap "uan) Aq papurwiuiod sem ‘SIaqssiuoyy
ur powioj ‘] opurwwode(pp,] sopuvuiuoy
-423pip1a,y sa1) jo paistsuod sdioyraSelppa g oy,
SNNP IY) YIIM 9DUIaJIa1ul [eonrjod
ou yoolq pnom oym ‘soudradxa £q pauspirey
‘Ul ATeIIW 219M 9SOYT, "NIOM I[NOIJIP DY)
JOJ 3IN7B)S [BIOW 1) IARY SNY) P[NOM PUE J[3f pud
dieys ay) 1, I9IP[OS UOWWOD Y] MOY MOUY P[NOM
UDW 383Y [, 'S[OAJ] PUBWILUOD JOTUIS 1 0udLIadxD
[qRIIPISUOD PBY 9ARY 01 PImMba os[e 219M $1901j0
Sunp[uel 1Y ], 'SSB[) PUZ SSOI) UOI[ OYl ISed| J®
UOM PRY PUB 5D1AIIS TRQUIOD JUI] JUOI] SsIedk 921y}
1sea] 1' pey JoSelpp,g 2y1 ojur uaye) uow [y
‘uswadrod Arejiur Areurpio
Ou 3q 01 2I9M UIW ISAYJ, ‘sieaqaioj [eraduaf
S)I1 JO 9SO} WOI] PaAOWAI Ie} dIdm Ljuoyine
pue suonouny st ‘Awry [euadwy ay) jo 1agelppg
91 JO 9IpL [eUONIPRI 3Y) paulIed I g3noy
-Iv sdioyioSelpo, oy)—pa1edId sesm 2010] Mau
Apanus ue £¥61 10qUIDAON UT pue {10} PI[ED 2IoM
saInseowr §uong '198Ie) Jo JIOYS [[9M [[9] 2[eIow
UT QUI[IIP IY3 ISILIE 0] UIYB] SAINSBIW [y "BISSY UT
Areroadss ‘aury yuody 9yl 1 22118 proae 0 Iqissod
MOPY AI19A9 9pewl usw patpoq-oqe Auepy ~doip
01 ue§aq ‘sa110101A Asea 01 pasn Juo[ os 10 IPJOS
UBWLIDY) 91 Jo Jeiow o) ‘ySnous Aqeinieu
‘pue {$51UOJJ [[B UO UOUILUOD IIIM SISIIAIL ATRIIIA
Wi 9Y) U0 M Ssaunwuoj sAuewiany £¥61 Ag

ya’m;ugjfz}./p/;y

“1010ey owired
' udaq oaey 01 aeadde pmom Lunoes ‘eruSsur
Surjnuopr emads 9yl 2A0WDL 01  PIONLSUL
Areoyroads  orom  sdoom ouowrepuaSppa  Auo
1B} SWIIS 11 8 "ALINY B UT PIAOWIAT A[ISED OS 3] J0U
PINOD BIUSISUT PIYDINS-IUTYIRUI ‘PIPILISIP A[158D D
PINod yongpjog onal oY) seardypy paanided uaym
Amnuaprt ay asmSstp dpy 01 syongprog om) im
PaNssI a1oM UdULIBPUISPR,] ‘pauoniuawr Ajsnoradid
Sy "SUOSEAI AJLINIIS J0] UII( ARY 0} A[IYI] SUIIIS ]I
1ng ‘Awouodd 10j uaaq aaey Lewr sy 1, PP61 urreom
WOI] UMBIPYIM 2IIM PUBY[ND JLDULIRPUISEP[D ]

U2AOM  pue 2880  JAdI[s I[AI1s-12ZI[Og Ay



parachute landings; checking soldiers’ leave papers
in the search for deserters; and supporting local
Volkssturm units.

Elements of Feldjagerkommando I11 were the
last German troops to lay down their arms after the
Second World War, When troops in the south of
Germany surrendered to the Americans, the US
forces realised that with huge numbers of German
personnel surrendered or attempting to surrender,
the Feldjager could be of great use in maintaining
order. The Oberbefehlshaber Siid, Generalfeldmar-
schall Kesselring, agreed to put his Feldjager at the
disposal of the US Army; and for several weeks after
the cease-fire the Feldjager—{ully armed and
equipped—remained on duty. Their tasks included
overseeing German adherence to the cease-fire;
maintaining order among German troops; main-
taining order in occupied areas; controlling traffic;
and collecting individual stragglers. Feldjagerkom-
mando IT1 finally laid down its arms as late as 23
June 1946.

The Feldgendarmeric and Ieldjiger were the
principal provost units of the German Army in the
Second World War. A number of other lesser units
also provided provost support, and these are briefly
described in the following sections.

The exceptionally rare warrant disc of the Geheime Feld
Polizei. Note the circular rather than oval shape, and the use of

Army rather than State-pattern eagle and swastika on the
obverse. (Peter Groch)

Uniforms and Insignia

No special tunic insignia in the form of distinctive
Waffenfarbe, sleeve eagles, cullbands, etc., were
introduced. The Feldjiger wore normal white
infantry Waffenfarbe piping. A special shoulder
cypher in the form of a monogram ‘Fj" in Latin
script was produced, but it is unknown to what
extent, il any, this was ever worn. A red cloth duty
armband was worn bearing the legend Oberkom-
mando der Wehrmacht|Feldjiger in two lines of black
Latin script. Photographic evidence seems to
indicate that although this took the form of an
armband or brassard, it was worn on the lower left
sleeve in the position in which a cuffband would
normally be worn. The principal identifying
insignia of the Feldjager was, as for his Feldgendar-
merie counterpart, the gorget. The Feldjager gorget
was identical in appearance and design to that for
the Feldgendarmerie, the only difference being in
the scroll legend reading Feldjagerkorps.

Geheine Feldpolizer

The Geheime Feldpolizei— GeFePo or GFP— were
Germany's ‘plain clothes’ military police, some-
what similar to the British Special Investigation
Branch (SIB} of the Military Police. It was formed
in 21 July 1939 by order of the chief of the

—
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aliens using German ID/uniforms, etc.; securing of
telegram and mail facilities on entering enemy
territory; securing of railway terminals; searching
out enemy radio equipment and signal detection;
rounding-up inflammatory and libellous materials;
precautionary measures against rail sabotage;
detection of enemy agents dropped by parachute;
assistance at customs posts against smuggling;
watch on river traffic; prevention of unauthorised
travel; checking travel papers; watch on neutral
personnel (i.e. diplomatic and military attachés,
ete.) and on foreign newspaper correspondents, etc.

The overlap between some of the duties ol the
Feldgendarmerie and Geheime Feldpolizei is clear
but by no means unique, as some overlap between
the work of all sccurity agencies is inevitable.

Uniform and Insignia
The official uniform of the Geheime Feldpolizei was
the ficld grey of the Army administrative officials
(Heeresbeamten) with the following distinctions:

Collar patches: dark green, bearing normal Lilzen,
with Graublau (grey-blue) arm ol service piping (also
used by Army Justice oflicials) on three edges [not
forward edge). Shoulder Straps: standard Heeres-
beamten straps, with Graublaw piping and the
monogram ‘GFP" in stamped white metal letters.
This monogram was also used on standard Army
straps by auxiliaries on temporary attachment to
the GI'P. Cuffband: a black woven cuftband exists
4em wide, bearing the legend ‘Geheime Feldpolizer in
woven aluminium thread Gothic script. Intended
for wear on the lower left sleeve, it is uncertain if this
piece of insignia ever saw general issue.
Warrant dise: a series of warrant discs was introduced
for German Police personnel. Two such types, those
for the KriPo (Criminal Police —Staatliche Kriminal
Polizei, and GeStaPo (Geheime Staats Polizei—Secret
State Police] are fairly well known to collectors, The
GFP disc, however, is much rarer and of a different
style. Round rather than oval, it carries on the face
the Army rather than the State national emblem.
The reverse carries the legend “Oberkommando des
Heeres” in block Latin script around the upper edge
and ‘Geheime| Feldpolize” in two lines in the centre.
Below this is the bearer’s number. The disc is struck
i silver-coloured metal.

Although little is recorded about the activities of
the GEFP, at least two of its personnel served with

sufficient distinction to be awarded the German
Cross in Silver {awarded for meritorious conduct
rather than combat gallantry}: Oberfeldpolizeidir-
ektor Dr. Roman Loos, whose appointment was
Lettender Feldpol. Divektor, Oberbefehlshaber Siidost; and

Heeresfeldpolizeimeister Karl Zicgler.

Other Ariy Police Services

Headquarter Guards

Personnel assigned to guard duties at headquarter
buildings were issued with an identifying gorget
from 1937 onwards. It was of identical construction
to the Bahnhofswache gorget (described below),
bearing the unit number in the centre; in this case,
however, the scroll bore the legend *Kommandantur®
in Gothic script.

These Headquarter Guards had considerable
authority within their own areas. One friend of the
author, a former SS-Unterscharfithrer in the
‘Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler’, recalled being arres-
ted by a young leutnant of Kommandantura troops
accompanied by a junior NCO. Having produced
his papers on request he was told that they were not
happy with them, and was escorted to the Berlin
Kommandantura, where he was held in the cells for
over 13 hours. Only by causing such a commotion
as to become a real nuisance was he able to persuade
his captors to contact the ‘Leibstandarte’s’ Lichter-
felde barracks, where the duty NCO was able to
vouch for him and arrange his release, but without
any apology for his unwarranted arrest. The arrest
of a member of the Waffen-SS in the home town of

Feldgendarmerie tactical vehicle markings. The stam
insignia used was a rectangular box mc« 1 on two ‘wheels’
indicating the motorised nature of these troops. In the first
type was a cross and letter ‘0’ above, for Ordnungstruppe. The
more common type featured in the centre a stylised traffic
wand. These insignia would be painted in black on light-
coloured vehicles and in white on dark-painted vehicles,
usually painted on the left wing. The Feldgendarmerie of the
‘Hermann Goéring’ formations used a white disc bearing the
letters ‘Fg’ in blue.

@
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As a badge of office, Bahnhofswache troops wore
a light metal gorget similar to that worn by the
Feldgendarmerie, being a half-moon shaped sheet
of stamped metal with a rolled edge. In the centre
was a Roman numeral indicating the Wehrkries or
Military District number above an Arabic numeral
indicating the unit number. Both these numerals, in
[uminous finish, were sited above a dark grey scroll
bearing the luminous inscription “Bahnhofswache’ in
Gothic script. In each corner was a closed wing
cagle, also in luminous finish. The gorget was
suspended around the neck with a plain link chain
identical to that used on the Feldgendarmerie
gorget. The reverse was normally covered in a field
grey cloth. As an alternative to the gorget an
armband could be worn; it was in yellow cloth with
the legend ‘Bafnhofswache’ in black Latin script.

Zugwache

The Zugwache were Army troops assigned for duty
to police military trains and rail centres through
which large bodies of troops passed. Their duties
included the maintenance of order and discipline,
escorting trains used by High Command Stall, and
guarding trains passing through enemy territory.
As the war progressed and partisan activity and
sabotage increased, the Zugwache troops became
essential to safe troop movements,

As a badge of office, the Zugwache troops wore a
duty gorget, similar to that of the Bahnhofswache.
In the centre was the monogram “WB' (*Wach
Bataillon’) over an Arabic numeral denoting the
unit number. The scroll bore the legend “Jugwache
in Gothic script. A variation of this gorget exists
having only a number and no monogram in the
centre, and the legend ‘Jugwachabterlung’ on the
scroll. As with the Bahnhofswache, an armband
could be worn in lieu of the gorget.

#* & #

Hungarian Gendarmerie
These troops not, German
personnel, but are mentioned here because they
fought alongside their German allies on the Eastern
I'ront and wore a German-made gorget similar to
that of the Feldgendarmerie.

The Hungarian Gendarmerie was originally
formed in 1881, and during the Second World War
fought with the Royal Hungarian Army, wearing

Were of course,

The gorget of the Royal Hungarian Gendarmerie. Obviously of
German manufacture, it is stamped from aluminium and has
its features rivetted rather than attached by prongs. It has no
luminous finish. See Plate D3.

standard army uniform with a distinctive large
blue-green feather on the cap, and a duty gorget.
The Gendarmerie carried out security and anti-
partisan duties, gaining a learsome reputation. By
late 1944 the Royal Hungarian Gendarmerie
fielded five full divisions in the defence of Budapest.

The Hungarian Gendarmerie gorget was ol
identical shape to that of the Feldgendarmerie but
was struck in aluminium. In place of the ‘corner’
buttons were two small rivets to cach side. In the
centre was the Royal Hungarian coat of arms over a
scroll with the legend *7Tibori Biztonsag® (Field
Security] or ‘Csendir’ (Gendarme). On the reverse
was an issue number. The gorget was suspended
around the neck by a plain link chain identical to
that of the Feldgendarmeric.

Haffen-SS Feldgendarmerie

The Feldgendarmerie of the Waflen-SS was a much
smaller organisation than its Army counterpart,
but fulfilled identical functions. Like the Army
Military Policeman, the Waffen-SS Feldgendarme
was more than likely a former civil policeman or an
experienced combat NCO with around four years’
service.

Each field division of the Walfen-SS had its
Feldgendarmerie unit. For example the "Leibstan-
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Above: A Stabsscharfiihrer of ‘Totenkopf Division S88-
Feldgendarmerie interrogates a suspect with his platoon
commander, an §$-Untersturmfiihrer, watching the proceed-
ings. The NCO wears the Schirmmutze without chinstrap, the
officer apparently the ‘old style officer’s field cap’. (Munin
Verlag)

Below: An S8S8-Unterscharfiihrer and SS-Rottenfiihrer of
‘Totenkopf’ Division Feldgendarmerie check a motorcyclist’s
papers. Note the whistle lanyard on the Unterscharfiihrer’s
tunic pocket. Both wear the duty gorget. The motorcycle
sidecar bears the emblem of the division. (Munin Verlag)
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moved into Greece, where once again it was used for
security duties; divisional personnel committed
atrocities in the Larissa area. Late 1944 found the
Polizei Division in Hungary taking part in the
defensive battles against the Red Army, before
being transferred once again to the northern sector
of the front. After suffering
fighting around Danzig the division was pulled

heavy losses in the

back for the defence of Berlin, where 1t was linally
destroyed. Its final commander was the Arnhem
veteran SS-Standartenfithrer Walter Harzer.
Among the most highly decorated members of the
division were the following:

SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Heinz Jiirgens

Heinz Jiirgens was born in Miltzow, Pomerania on
21 March 1917, and commenced his military career
with 1/SS-Regiment ‘Germania’ in Hamburg in
1937. After attending the SS-Junkerschule at Bad
Télz he was promoted to SS-Untersturmfithrer and
posted to the Berlin police. On the outbreak of war
he joined the SS-Polizei Division and served in its
recce squadron during the campaign in the West,
being seriously wounded in France. In June 1940 he

Men of the SS Polizei Division watch with satisfaction the
raising of the German flag over an occupied Soviet town, 1941.
Note the Polizei-pattern collar patches being worm in
conjunction with the SS sleeve eagle. Polizei-type field caps are
being worn, together with S§ issue camouflage clothing.

was promoted to Oberleutnant der Schutzpolizei.
With the recce squadron he took part in the attack
on Russia, and saw action at Wolchow and
Leningrad. In January 1942 he was awarded the
Iron st Class and promoted to SS-
Hauptsturmfiihrer and Hauptmann der Schutzpo-
lizei. During August 1944 he took command of 4
Polizei Panzer Aulklarungs Abteilung and served in
this capacity during the division’s actions in

Ciross

Hungary and Czechoslovakia from September
1944 to January 1945. On 6 January 1945 he was
awarded the German Cross in Gold.

When involved in the defence of Danzig a Soviet
breakthrough fragmented the division and some
units found themselves being used as a ‘fire brigade’
under Von Manteuffel’s 5 Panzerarmee. Jiirgens,
with his and attached
elements, totalling around 2,000 men, was in
defence of the bridgehead at Langenberg. For four
weeks he and his men held out against overwhelm-

recce battalion various
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the Iron Cross on 23 October 1944. Sent to the
Panzertruppenschule of the Army in Fallingbostel
for training as a regimental commander, Traupe
was subsequently posted to 10.SS Panzer Division
‘Frundsberg” as commander of Panzer Grenadier
Regiment 20.

SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Johannes Scherg

Johannes Scherg was born on 16 May 1918 in

Wiirzburg. On completing his obligatory service
with the Reichsarbeitsdienst in 1958 he joined the
SS-Verftigungstruppe in Munich, and was accep-
ted in the SS-Regiment ‘Deutschland’. At the
outbreak of war Scherg was a signaller in the
armoured recce troop ol the regiment, and served in
the Polish and Western campaigns.

In May 1941 Scherg began an officer training

SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Johannes Scherg, who was decorated
with the Knight's Cross when commanding 1 Kompanie of
Polizei-Panzer-Aufklirungsabteilung 4 in October 1944. Note
that he wears the Close Combat Clasp and the Panzer Assault
Badge as well as the cloth embroidered version of the German
Cross in gold (Johannes Scherg)

course at Bad Télz; and in October of that year was
commissioned as an SS-Untersturmfihrer. Posted
as a platoon commander to the recce platoon of
1. Kompanie, SS-Aufklirungs Abteilung 2 ‘Das
Reich’, Scherg went into action on the central
sector of the Eastern I'ront during Operation
‘Barbarossa’. After gaining valuable combat experi-
ence Scherg eventually took command of 2.Kom-
panie of the Abteilung; in November 1943 he was
decorated with the German Cross in Gold and
promoted to Obersturmfiihrer. In July 1944 Scherg
was posted to command 1.Kompanie, Panzer
Aufkldrungs Abteilung 4 in the SS-Polizei Division.

During the participation in the
defensive actions against the Soviets in late 1944,
contact with Scherg and his company was lost.
Despite orders to retreat in the face of heavy Soviet
armoured forces, Scherg waited, holding back the
Soviets and giving the units on his flanks time to

division’s

withdraw to safety. Scherg then made his own
breakout and reached salety with all his men,
including the wounded. On 23 October 1944
Scherg was decorated with the Knight’s Gross of the
Iron Cross for his achievements. On 3o January
1945 he was promoted to Hauptsturmfiihrer. At the
conclusion of the war Scherg was captured by
British troops at Lauenberg on the Elbe on 14 May
10945. taken French
captivity, where he remained untl 1951.

He was eventually mnto

35.8S-Polizei-Grenadier-Division

One of a number of Waffen-SS ‘divisions’ formed in
the closing stages of the war, many of which never
reached more than regimental strength, this unit
was raised in February 1945 from the stafl of the
Dresden Polizeischule and some personnel from the
SS-Junkerschule  (Officer Academy;
Braunschweig. [t served on the Niesse front in

Training

regimental strength in the closing stages ol the war,
and surrendered to the Soviets at Halbe, east of
Prague in May 1945.

Many adverse comments have been made about
the quality of the SS Police troops. Whilst it is true
they never reached the level of the élite SS Divisions
such as the ‘Leibstandarte’ or ‘Das Reich’, and that
they were often equipped to a poor standard, the
4.8S-Polizei-Division, at least, acquitted itself on
occasion with some merit, and numbered at least 15
Knight’s Cross winners among its personnel.
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1: NCO, Feldgendarmerie, 1939
2: Officer, Geheime Feldpolizei, 1939
3: SS-Oberscharfiihrer, 4.SS-Polizei-Div., 1940
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1: Warrant officer, Marine Kiistenpolizei, 1939
2: Feldpolizeiinspektor, Luftwaffe GFF, 1943
3: Warrant officer, Marine Kiistenpolizei, 1943
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1: Leutnant, Feldgendarmerie; N, Africa, 1941
2: Oberfeldwebel, Feldgendarmerie; N. Africa, 1942
3: SS-Feldgendarme, 29.W-Gren.-Div. der SS, 1944
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1: SS-Untersturmfiihrer, Feldgemdarmerie, 2.55-PzGren.-Div., 1943
2: Unterfeldwebel, Feldgendarmerie, 1944
3: Feldwebel, Feldgendarmerie, 1944-45

&



LT ¢ 2 6
; aepuadpiay ‘PYamp :
S 9:6:) !‘:z;:s.fpm ‘laqwmandnﬁ[: :?
cP@l ‘LIsuIBpuadp[a] TaaynjIeyos-g

—— g tc o
= e e

TR 1

e



%, Platoons: Platoon commander (Warrant
 Officer}, three Oberfeldwebel
' , 12 Unteroffiziere five men (drivers and
orderlies).

Support Group: one cach Warrant Officer (Sergeant
Major), Chief Clerk Oberfeldwebel, Armourer
Oberfeldwebel, MT  Oberfeldwebel,  Supplies
Oberfeldwebel,  Quartermaster  Oberleldwebel
Clothing), three—five Unterofhizier {admin. and
supply clerks, five-ten men as mechanics, drivers,
medies and orderlies. Each Trupp would have a
total strength of around 100 officers, NCOs and

) %

patrol  com-

mande

men.
Oflicers and warrant officers were mainly career
soldiers who had come from the Prussian Landespo-

lizei {via ‘Landespolizeigruppe z.b.V. Wecke’, and
Regiment ‘General Goring’] and the Motorisierten
Gendarmerie. NCOs and men were mostly career
soldiers and conscripts. The Musikkorps “Hermann
Goring” was absorbed into the Feldgendarmerie in
1G44-

The Feldgendarmerie of the Luftwalle field units

under the direct control of the divisional
command. The duties of the Luftwafle I'eldgendar-

merie were similar to those of their Army and

was

Walflen-SS counterparts. Particularly important
was the securing and patrolling of the division’s
supply routes, prevention of sabotage and anti-
partisan patrols. fully
motorised but with only light unarmoured vehicles

Feldgendarmerie  were
and light weapons {though Panzerfaust anti-tank
projectiles were issued in the latter part of the war).
Feldgendarmerie often found themselves in direct
contact with enemy forces. Luftwaffe Feldgendar-
merie were of course responsible for the mainten-
ance of order and discipline within their divisions,
and for the assistance of the military justice system.
(For the latter, only those with former civil police
experience were used.] The maintenance of order
and security in rearward sections of the divisional

A rare shot of a Luftwaffe Field Court Martial in Sicily in 1943;
the placard on the Opel Blitz truck reads ‘Feldgericht der
Luftwaffe’. Note that the vehicle is well camouflaged against
enemy air attack, (Herbert Kail)
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‘Hermann Goring’ Division Feldgendarmen, Sicily, 1943. The
‘Hermann Giéring’ cuffband can just be seen on the right sleeve
of Unteroffizier Kail, left. Only the shoulder strap piping
shows the branch of service on this particular form of dress.
Of special interest are the so-called ‘Hermann Meyer’ tropical
field caps being worn, and the tropical-style collar Tresse on
Kail’s tunic. (Herbert Kail)

that the Army pattern gorget was almost always
worn, Confirmation in  both testimony and
photographic evidence from the same veterans now
shows that at least within the ‘Hermann Goring’
Korps, the special Luftwaffe version was certainly
worn. The small number used, and the fact that the
bulk of the ‘Hermann Goring’ units went into
Soviet captivity, probably explains the rarity of
these gorgets. It is probably true that at least some
other Luftwaffe ground units used this gorget,
however, as at least one example in a private
collection was ‘liberated” in France in 1944.

{1t is also known that some Luftwaflfe units wore
field grey uniforms, as opposed to the normal field
blue from late 1944 onwards.)

Unteroffizier Herbert Kail from Feldgendarmerietrupp Fall-
schirmpanzerkorps ‘Hermann Géring’ on horseback, East
Prussia, 1944 The use of horses was because of the congested
state of the roads, making the usual Kubelwagen transport
rather difficult. Note that the Luftwaffe-pattern gorget is
being worn. (Herbert Kail)
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The Marine Kiistenpolizei gorget, unusual in that it does not
feature the eagle and swastika emblem; the lettering and
buttons are in luminous finish while the plate itself is silver-

grey.

The reverse of the Marine Kiistenpolizei gorget, unique among
the military gorgets in that it does not have a neck chain: the
long hinged pin passed through thread loops on the jacket
lapels.

members  of the Marine Kustenpolizei
generally former members of the civil Police, and
this is reflected in the fact that the first pattern
Marine Kiistenpolizei uniform was almost identical
to that of the Wasserschutzpolizei.

WETE

First pattern Uniform

Peaked cap: A traditional naval style cap with wide
floppy crown and featuring either a white or blue
cover. The cap band was black, and the cap had a
plain black leather chinstrap and plain black gloss
peak. Insignia consisted of a Polizei style eagle and
swastika in gilt metal with a national cockade
above.

Tunic: A double-breasted dark blue naval style
‘reefer jacket’ with gilt buttons and gilt piping to the
cuffs. Water Police pattern shoulder straps on a

gold-vellow base were worn, as was a Police pattern
arm eagle in yellow thread (gold wire for officers on
a blue base on the left sleeve. A narrow dark blue
cullband with vellow braid edges was worn on the
lower left sleeve, bearing the legend “Marine
Kiistenpolizei” in vellow Gothic seript letters.

Second Pattern Uniform (introduced in
1940)

Peaked cap: A standard issue Kriegsmarine peaked
cap. with a national emblem of the cagle and
swastika on the crown, and a national cockade
within a wreath of oakleaves on the capband. These
insignia were generally in vellow thread for NCOs
and gilt wire for officers. Additionally, officers
showed their rank grading by gilt wire embroidery
on a cloth base to the peak edge, in the same style as
regular naval officers.

Tunic: A standard

naval 1ssue double-breasted

jacket. Rank was shown by shoulder straps for

NCOs and shoulder straps or sleeve rings for
oflicers. No sleeve eagle was worn, but the standard
vellow thread or gold wire naval breast cagle was
applied.

For some reason the Marine Kistenpolizei based
in Norway continued to wear the early-patiern
uniform throughout the war.

A unique pattern of gorget was produced for
these Naval Police troops. In the typical hall-moon
shape of the Feldgendarmerie gorget, it was much
smaller, and devoid of any national emblem. The
buttons featured on this gorget were of the standard
‘fouled anchor’ naval type. In the centre was the
legend Marine-Kiisten{ Polizei in two lines of Latin
script stamped into the metal, and not a separately
fixed feature as with most gorgets. Also unusual was
the lack of a neck chain; this gorget was held in place
by a large hinged pin on the reverse which passed
through thread loops stitched to the lapels of the

jacket.

The Marine Kiistenpolizei was the smallest of all
the Military Police organisations.

Dolice Contbat Units

The subject of the German Police during the period
of the Third Reich is complex in the extreme. An
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with dark green collar and officers™-pattern silver
wire embroidered breast eagle. The shoulder straps
are in matt grey braid on blue-grey underlay with a
dark green base, and bear the gilt monogram
‘GI'P’. The officer-pattern collar Liizen in silver
bullion are also on a dark green base and have grey-
blue edge piping. The cullband is speculative.
Original examples survive but it is not known with
any certainty whether these were actually issued.
The field cap worn is the standard Mg8 pattern lor

ollicers, with silver braid piping. The chevron of
Wallenfarbe over the cockade is the dark green of

the Heeresheamten.

Ag: 8S-Oberscharfiihrer, 4.85-Polizet-Division, 1940

The division saw its first important combat action
during the invasion of France. This Oberschar-
fithrer wears the standard Army Mg6 Feldbluse for
NCOs with silver braid Tresse to the collar edge.
Army-type collar patches are used, with Police
green Waflenfarbe. The shoulder straps are SS
pattern in black cloth with silver braid NCO Tresse

Solemn-looking SS-Feldgendarmerie personnel from the
‘Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler’ interrogate captured Russian
tank crewmen. The NCO wears the waterproof coat and has a
signal torch attached by a small leather fob to the second
button.

and Police green piping [though later, a whole
range ol Wallenfarbe colours was used]. The single
pip to the shoulder strap indicates his rank. A
standard SS-pattern sleeve eagle is worn on the left
upper arm. At this point in the division’s history the
cuflband was not in general use.

Br: Hauptfeldwebel, Feldgendarmerie, 1940

In 1940 the Army introduced its special Feldgen-
darmerie insignia. This Hauptfeldwebel in stan-
dard Mg6 combat dress has orange Wallenlarbe to
patches straps. A
Gendarmerie-type cagle 1s worn on the lelt sleeve,

his  collar and shoulder
machine-embroidered in orange thread, while on
the left cufl'is worn the *Feldgendarmerie’ cuffband in
machine-woven artificial silk. From the neck 1s
worn the Feldgendarmerie gorget or Ringkragen,
soon to become the ‘trademark’ of the Feldgen-
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isignia, machine- thread on
black, is sewn to the front of the flap. Army-type
trousers and marching boots are worn. As ‘second
line’ troops Polizei soldiers were often issued
obsolete equipment, as with this NCO’s MP28
Bergmann machine-pistol.

Cr: Warrant Officer, Marine Kistenpolizer, 1939

The first pattern uniform was based upon that ol

the Wasserschutzpolizei. The double-breasted
naval-style ‘reefer’ jacket has gilt buttons and also
gold cuff-piping. A gilt wire embroidered Polizei-
pattern sleeve eagle is worn on the left arm, and on
the forearm the ‘Marine Kiistenpolizer’ cuffband. The
shoulder straps are of Wasserschutzpolizei pattern,
as is the belt. Straight slacks are worn with black
laced shoes. The naval-style peaked cap has a white
summer crown cover, to which is fixed the national
cockade, above a gilt Polizei eagle on the band.

Co: Feldpolizeiinspektor, Luftwaffe Geherme Feldpolize,
19453

Personnel of this service were, like their Army
counterparts, of ‘Beamten’ status. This officer, of a
rank equivalent to captain, standard
Luftwalle officer’s service dress differenced only by
the green Beamten collar patches with their three-
point stars instead of stylised wings; and the GFP
shoulder straps, in bright silver braid on the
characteristic double underlay of armed services
officials, here wine red over dark green, with gilt
(for officers) *“GFP” cyphers.

wears

C3: Warrant officer, Marine Kiistenpolizei, 1943

By the latter part of the war this service had adopted
standard Kriegsmarine uniform in all respects. The
small Marine Kiistenpolizei gorget is attached by a
pin through thread loops sewn to the jacket lapels.

Di: Hauptmann, Feldgendarmerie, 1941

This captain commanding a Feldgendarmerie-
trupp on the Eastern Front wears the M 36 officer’s
pattern Feldbluse. The orange-red branch-of-service
colour features as ‘lights” on the Litzen of his collar
patches; as underlay to the oxidised-silver braid
shoulder straps with their two gilt rank pips; and as
piping on the crown and band of the Schirmmiitze.
The leftsleeve eagle is in fine silver wire embroidery,
as is the lettering on his privately purchased
cullband.

Dz: Gefreiter, Signals Troops attached Feldgendarmerie,
1941

Soldiers from other branches of service could also be
used as temporary Feldgendarmen. This soldier
pressed into service on traffic duty wears standard
uniform and equipment, with the lemon-yellow
Waffenfarbe of Signals. His temporary authority is
marked by the duty gorget, and by the special
armband bearing “Feldgendarmerie’ in orange-yellow
on a green background.

D3: Sergeant, Royal Hungarian Gendarmerie, 1944
The rather elaborate uniform of the Royal
Hungarian Army bears rank insignia on the
collar —a single star and strip of braid — and on the
sleeve a single band of silver braid. This sergeant, in
a service which carned itself a fearsome reputation
in its areas of responsibility, wears a German M43
helmet, and a German-made gorget bearing the
legend “Csendor’.

Er: Leutnant, Feldgendarmerie: Norvth Africa, 1941
This second lieutenant, newly arrived in Libya,
wears the standard tropical Feldbluse, breeches, and
Feldmiitze in olive green cotton. The grey-blue and
brown collar patches and blue on brown breast
eagle were common to all ranks. Distinguishing
insignia are the shoulder straps of rank on orange-
red underlay, and the cuffband; the sleeve eagle and
gorget are missing ( the latter rarely worn by officers
in any theatre of operations). Basic all-ranks cap
insignia woven in silk are accompanied by a
chevron of Waffenfarbe, and the silver piping
showing officer’s rank. The officer’s pattern circular
buckle is worn on the webbing belt. The lace-up
leather and canvas boots were normal wear with the
tropical breeches.

E2: Oberfeldwebel, Feldgendarmerie: North Africa, 1942
In sharp contrast, this seasoned desert veteran
wears shirtsleeve order, shorts and ankle boots, with
a Feldmiitze bleached almost white by the sun and
laundering. The shoulder straps of rank worn by
non-commissioned ranks were of tropical pattern: of
olive cotton, with rust-brown silk Tresse where
appropriate, and the normal dull silver pips and
Waffenfarbe piping. In this dress order the sleeve
cagle and cuflband are obviously omitted. The web
belt has the olive-painted enlisted ranks’ buckle,
and supports web magazine pouches for the MP38.
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formation was in the process of doubling (nom-
inally] from divisional to corps strength, many of its
personnel were wearing Army field-grey uniform
due to shortages of field-blue issue. This junior
NCO wears a field-grey M43 Einheitsfeldmiitze with
Luftwalle insignia; the open-necked Feldblise has
four pleatless patch pockets, the
Luftwalle breast eagle. On the right cufl is the
‘Hermann Goring' cuftband, on the left the Army-
pattern “Feldgendarmerie’ cuftband worn by former
carcer policemen in the division’s MP troop. His
corget is of the special Luftwafle pattern with the
lying eagle’” national emblem.

and bears

Gr: SS-Untersturmfiihrer, SS-Feldgendarmerie, 2.55-
Panzer-Grenadier-Division *Das Reich’, 1943
The first of the wartime economy uniform patterns
appeared in 1944; this second Lieutenant wears the
M43 tunic, with plain collar and unpleated pockets
with  straight The Wallen-SS  officer’s
shoulder straps have the characteristic double
underlay of Waflenfarbe (here, orange-red} on a
black base. A hand-embroidered silver wire S5
eagle is worn on the left sleeve; on the forearm, his
divisional and the special = "55-
Feldgendarmerie’ cuflband. Long field trousers, ankle
boots, well-crushed  Schirmmiitze
orange-red piping complete the uniform. Note

flaps.

cufthand

and a with

officers’ pattern circular belt buckle.

Gz: Unterfeldwebel, Feldgendarmerie, 1944

This veteran NCO shows the deterioration in the
appearance of German uniform by 1944. His M43
tunic, with plain collar and pleatless pockets, is cut
from much coarser cloth than formerly, with a
smaller wool content. Collar patches are the same as
those worn on the Mg6 tunic, but the shoulder
straps are faced in field-grey rather than dark green
cloth. Both the sleeve eagle and the cuffband have
now been discarded. Marching boots have been
replaced by ankle boots and canvas webbing
anklets. The M43 ‘raw edge’ helmet is covered here
in Army splinter-pattern camouflage cloth.

(g: Feldwebel, Feldgendarmerie, 194445

The introduction of the M44 field uniform saw the
final stage in the simplification and lowering of
quality of German Army dress. As with the MPs of
all nations, however, this NCO has made the effort

|

Geheime Feldpolizei insignia. The top row shows the
Luftwaffe-style collar patches for the ranks of Feldpo-
lizeiobersekretir, Feldpolizeiinspektor, and Feldpolizeidirek-
tor. The central row shows the Army-style collar patches for
rank gradings of Feldpolizeiassistant and Feldpolizeisekretiir
to Feldpolizeichef. Shoulder straps below are similar for both
Luftwaffe and Army ranks of Feldpolizeisekretar and
Oberfeldpolizeidirektor. Only colours used as described in the
text differ.

to ensure as smart an appearance as possible. Sleeve
eagle and cuffband are now absent; the collar
patches, of ‘field quality’, are devoid of Waffen-
farbe; only the shoulder strap piping and gorget still
indicate branch of service. The headgear is the
ubiquitous Mygsg Linheitsfeldmiitze; he wears Mygq
irousers, and ankle boots with canvas anklets.

Hi: SS-Scharfihver, SS-Feldgendarmerie. 1945
This tough NCO, thrown into the front line with a
small ad hoc Kampferuppe, carries the Panzerfaust

45
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