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1he Spanish Foreign Legion

1 he Foundation: October 1920

In a crumbling barracks in the Moroccan city of

Ceuta, the officer who had founded the Spanish
Foreign Legion stared fixedly at a new recruit.
‘Do you know why you have come?” the officer
asked. ‘You have come to die! Yes, to die! Now that
you have crossed the Straits, you have neither
mother, sweetheart nor family. Irom now on the
Legion will be all of these to you. Duty must come
before everything else, now that you have
undertaken the honour of serving Spain and the
Legion. There is still time to consider whether you
are prepared to make this sacrifice. After thinking it

over, you can inform the captain adjutant of your
final decision.’

This declaration was typical of the fanatically
brave and patriotic Lt.Col. Jos¢ Millan Astray
Terreros, then 41 years old. Having first seen action
at the age of 17 while serving in the Philippines
campaign of 1896-97, Millan Astray had, since
September 1912, spent most of his time in Morocco
in command of native troops, most recently with the
ond Tabor (battalion) of Regulares of Larache.

In 1904 the French government, while continu-

Comandante Francisco Franco addresses the 1st Bandera of
the Legion after landing at the port of Melilla on 24 July 1921,
justin time to save the city from Rifian forces advancing after
their devastating victory at Annual. (Agencia Efe)
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Legionaries of the 1st Bandera after occupying an enemy
redoubt at Ras Medua on 21 November 1921. The central figure
bears the standard of the 1st Bandera (see Plate A4). To his
right is a bugler, shown by the red looped insignia on his lower
sleeves. All are armed with Mgz Mauser rifles. (Agencia Efe)

ing to encroach westwards into Morocco, agreed
that the northern coastal region bordering the
Mediterrancan would be regarded as a Spanish
zone of influence. When French forces occupied Fez
in 1911 the Spanish felt obliged to venture forth
from their five garrison towns into the hinterland,
ostensibly to establish the authority of the Sultan of
Morocco over the rebellious kabyles (tribes) of
Yebala, Gomara and the Rif Mountains; and on 27
November 1912 Spain signed a Protectorate Treaty
with the French. Millan Astray became convinced
that the fierce tribesmen of the Protectorate could
never be successfully pacified by an army of
reservists and conscripts. The need for a supremely
professional fighting corps drew his attention to
France’s successful employment of such a force in
Algeria and the French zone of Morocco—the
French Foreign Legion. After presenting a plan for
a Spanish Legion to the Minister of War, Gen.
Tovar, Millan Astray was authorised to proceed to
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Algeria. There, from 7 to 27 October 1919 at
Tlemcen and Sidi bel Abbés, he studied at first
hand the organisation, discipline and élan of
France’s world-famous corps of foreign volunteers.

It was not until 4 September 1920 that a Royal
Order finally authorised the formation of three
banderas (battalions) of the ‘Tercio de Extranjeros’—
‘Regiment of Foreigners’. However, in practice it
turned out to differ from its French model, in that
very few foreigners joined it; and over the years the
Spanish composition of the unit remained fairly
consistently at go per cent. (During the 16th and
17th centuries the invincible regiments of Spanish
infantry which had swept all before them in Italy
and Flanders had been titled ‘tercios’. This name,
however, was never accepted by Milldn Astray,
who always insisted on calling his creation ‘la
Legiin’, as indeed did all others who served in it.)

After organising recruiting offices in Madrid,
Zaragoza, Barcelona and Valencia, Millan Astray
proceeded to Ceuta on 11 September to establish his
Central Recruiting Office in the King’s Barracks.
He had already selected as his second-in-command
the 27-year-old Comandante (Major) Francisco



Franco Bahamonde. Franco had established a
reputation in the army for exceptional courage,
coolness and devotion to duty while serving

principally with the 1st and 2nd Tabors of

Regulares of Melilla and the 1st Tabor of Tetuan.
Always at the head of attacks and only wounded
once, Franco was said by the Moroccan soldiers
under his command to have ‘baraka’—divine
protection. Delighted by Millan Astray’s tele-
graphed offer, Franco immediately accepted, post-
poned his intended wedding and, on 10 October,
sailed from Algeciras on the trans-Mediterranean
ferry boat Ferndndez Silvestre, in charge of the first
shipment of recruits.

There were 200 men in this first batch. Some
were discharged soldiers from Spanish or other
European armies; some were adventurers, and
others fugitives from the law, from women or from
hunger. When assembled in the courtyard of the
King’s Barracks in Ceuta the recruits were warmly
welcomed to the Legion by Lt.Col. Millin Astray,
who nonetheless warned them:

‘There will be constant sacrifices. In combat you
will defend the most difficult and dangerous posts,
and many of you will die. There is nothing finer
than to die with honour for the glory of Spain and its
army, as you will soon learn.’

The following afternoon, at a fortified barracks to
the north-west of Ceuta called Position A, Franco
began instructing his 1st Bandera. On 16 October
the Bandera marched four miles to Dar Riffien to
establish the Legion’s depdét and to continue
training. At Dar Riffien, within a few years, there
would emerge the finest living-quarters, workshops,
gardens and recreational facilities in the Spanish
army, with a water reservoir piped from a mountain
stream, and with fresh meat, vegetables and fruit all
raised on the Legion’s own farm to supplement
meagre army rations. All of this was very much the
product of the industrious and meticulous organ-
iser, Comandante Franco.

Batches of recruits continued to arrive from
Spain. They were normally aged between 18 and
40, needed no documentation, and could enlist
under their own or a false name. An enlistment
hounty of 500 pesetas was paid for three years and
700 for five. Daily pay soon became 4 pesetas 10
centimos, considerably higher than in any other
Spanish army unit. On 31 October three banderas
paraded to swear fidelity to Spain and King Alfonso
XIII. The Legion now consisted of Command

Comandante Franco, with officers of his 1st Bandera, directing
fire against tribesmen retreating from the redoubt at Ras
Medua. (Agencia Efe)



Headquarters, Administrative Headquarters, four
Depot Companies, and the 1st, 2nd and grd
Banderas, each composed of headquarters, two rifle
companies, and one machine gun company with six
weapons.

The Legion’s Creed
At Dar Riffien, Millin Astray composed the
following Credo for the Legion:

The spirit of the legionary: It is unique and
without equal, blindly and fiercely combative,
secking always to close in on the enemy with
the bayonet.

The spirit of comradeship: With the sacred
oath never to abandon a man in the field even
if all perish.

The spirit of friendship: Sworn between
each two men.

The spirit of unity and succour: At the cry of
“To me the Legion!’, wherever they may be, all
will go to the rescue and, with or without
reason, will defend the legionary who called for
aid.

' The spirit of marching: A legionary will
never say he is tired until he collapses with
exhaustion. The corps will be the swiftest and
the toughest.

The spirit of endurance and perseverance:
He will never complain of fatigue, nor of pain,
nor of hunger, nor of thirst, nor of drowsiness; - -
he will do all tasks: will dig, will haul cannons, 4;
vehicles; he will man outposts, escort convoys;
he will work on whatever he is ordered.

The spirit of seeking battle: The Legion,
from the lone man to the entire Legion, will
hasten always to where firing is heard, by day,
by night, always, always, even though not
ordered to do so.

The spirit of discipline: He will accomplish
his duty, he will obey until death.

The spirit of combat: The Legion will
demand always, always, to fight, out of turn,
without counting the days, nor the months,
nor the years.

The spirit of death: To die in combat is the
greatest honour. One does not die more than
once. Death comes without pain and to die is
not as terrible as it appears. More terrible is to
live as a coward.

The flag of the Legion: It will be the most
glorious because it will be stained with the
blood of its legionaries.

All legionaries are brave. Each nation has a
reputation of courage. Here it is necessary to
demonstrate which people is the most valiant.

The 1st and znd Banderas parade before the High Commis- In addition to this Credo, Millan Astray gave the

sioner, Gen. Berenguer, at Dar Drius on 7 March 1922,led by | eoion a battle-cry: ‘Viva la Muerte’—Long live
Coma:ldante Franco (on left) and Lt.Col. José Millan Astray & ¥ g

(right front). (Agencia Efe) death! Soon the Legion would have its own hymns:




‘Song of the Legionary’, ‘Hymn of the Legionaries’,
‘The Betrothed of Death’, and always very popular—
the Legion’s version of the French marching-song,
‘La Madelsn’. When in a suitable location the
legionaries were allowed plenty of scope for wine,
women and merriment, but during duty hours life
was hard and discipline severe. Each bandera had a
Punishment Squad in which defaulters performed

Legionaries defending a sand-bagged outpost against a rebel
attack. Note sergeant on the extreme left, wearing leather
leggings and holding a ‘fusta’ lash. (Agencia Efe)

long hours of back-breaking labour under the most
rigorous supervision. Serious misdemeanours could
mean a death sentence. And death—to whom their
song declared they were betrothed—was certainly
awaiting many of the legionaries in the precipitous
mountains and stony deserts where they were soon
to fight their battles.

The legionary standing third from right in the previous
photograph has been hit by a Rifian bullet and is being
evacuated by the legionary from the adjoining loophole (note
Legion emblem on slouch hat), the sergeant and a medical
orderly. (Agencia Efe)




Melilla: 1921-23

In the Western Zone (Ceuta) of the Spanish
Protectorate a notorious rebel chieftain, El Raisuni,
was once more instigating attacks against military
posts and convoys. The High Commissioner of the
Protectorate, Gen. Berenguer, sent against El
Raisuni three columns of troops, which occupied
the holy city of Xaiien by 14 October 1920 and then
continued to advance along the Gomara coast.
Though its training was not yet complete, the
Legion was ordereddfito the field from its depdt at
Dar Riffien.

On 3 November the 1st Bandera departed for
Uad Lau, and on the goth the 2nd and g3rd
Banderas left for Zoco el Arbaa and Ben Karrich
respectively. Much to the chagrin of Millan Astray
and Franco, there followed several months during
which the banderas were not permitted a place in
the vanguard of any column and consequently
experienced little action. However, on 27 June
1921, at two hill positions called ‘Mufioz Crespo’
and Buharrat, both the 1st and grd Banderas
successfully fought off rebel bands, suffering 40
casualties between them.

A month later, on the night of 21 July, the 1st and
grd Banderas and the 4th Company of the 2nd were
camped on the slopes of Rokba Gozal, overlooking

El Raisuni’s stronghold at Tazarut, which was now
effectively surrounded by Gen. Berenguer’s forces.
At 2 am on the 22nd, Millin Astray informed
Franco that a bandera had to leave for Fondak
immediately on an undisclosed mission. Con-
sequently, at 4 am, Franco led the 1st Bandera and
the 4th Company of the 2nd northwards.

After marching all day on a circuitous route un-
der the burning African sun, the bandera reached
Fondak as midnight approached. Lashed by a fierce
gale, the legionaries fell into an exhausted sleep by
the roadside, but by 3.30 am they were once more
on the march, after Franco had received insistent
telephoned instructions from Gen. Berenguer in
Tetuan. Arriving at Tetuan by 9.45 am, the
bandera completed a 60-mile forced march during
which two legionaries had died from exhaustion.
Here the 1st Bandera was united with the 2nd and,
before both units were transported by train up the
coast to Ceuta, they heard rumours of a disaster
which had occurred in the Eastern Zone of the
Protectorate.

Spanish forces, under the command of Gen.
Silvestre, had been forced to retreat from a village
called Annual, about ten miles to the south-east of
Alhucemas. A charismatic and very able former
official of the Bureau of Native Affairs in Melilla,
Mohamed Abd el Krim of the Beni Urriaguel tribe,
had rallied the kabyles of the Rif against Silvestre.

50 100 150 Kilometres
L L 1

oOT0

Zoco el Arbaa
xeruta  CO,

Tazarute

ifaLarache BEN| AROS Dar Akoba 4@4
Drael Asef ®Xauen
- L]

LAY

———————
—r

—_——

-
-
———

French

Mediterranean Sea

(Villa Sanjurjo) . ool

1
50 100 Miles

Alhucemas

* Tifaruin

“ e
Asdir Annual Sapngan
®  ®BenTieb./

\Tizi Asa

Targuist  RIF \DU" Drius
¢, eLoma Redonda

- "Zoco el Telatar™
I

Y
/

/

~
N\,
bt

,’ RN

Morocco




The retreating column was constantly assailed by
the tribesmen, who wreaked a great slaughter,
knifing the wounded to death and castrating the
dead. By the night of 23 July the triumphant rebels
had bypassed the shattered remnants of the column
and swarmed on to the three crests of the Gurugi
mountain, overlooking Melilla. Behind them more
than 9,000 mutilated Spanish corpses littered the
route from Annual.

At 6 pm that evening in Ceuta the 15t and 2nd
Banderas, joined by Gen. Sanjurjo and Lt.Col.
Millan Astray, boarded the ferry boat Ciudad de
Cddiz. When the ferry docked in Melilla harbour at
2 pm on the 24th it was greeted by crowds of panic-
stricken Spanish citizens. To boost their morale
Millan Astray harangued the crowds on the
quayside:

‘People of Melilla! The Legion which comes to
save you salutes you. We are prepared to die for
you. We are under the orders of the heroic Gen.
Sanjurjo, and we shall triumph. Away with fear!
The breasts of the Legion stand between you and
the enemy. Long live Spain! Long live Melilla!
Long live the Legion!

The 15t and 2nd Banderas now marched through
the city streets with their standards unfurled and
singing ‘La Madelin’. With their confidence
restored, Melilla’s citizens hailed the legionaries as
their saviours. Gen. Sanjurjo then despatched the
two banderas to man defensive positions in the
suburbs. Two tabors of Regulares of Ceuta arrived
the following day, as did three Spanish infantry
battalions.

After the Legion and Regulares had advanced to
and occupied the hills of Sidi Hamed and the
Atalayén they were permitted to advance no
further. During the following seven weeks the two
banderas fought numerous actions while escorting
convoys of pack-mules carrying water, rations and
ammunition to forward positions, where small
detachments of legionaries regularly fought off
Rifian attacks upon their sandbagged blockhouses.
On 8 September Millan Astray and Franco fought
together in the vanguard of a column escorting a
convoy to a strongpoint at Casabona. Supported by
two tabors of Regulares of Ceuta, Franco led the
ond Bandera and two companies of the 1st in a
bayonet charge against a large enemy con-
centration in well-entrenched positions dominating

Franco with (on his right) Comandante José Puig Garcia,
commander of the 5th Bandera, following the capture of a
Rifian strongpoint at Tizzi Asa on 28 October 1922. (Agencia
Efe)

the route. In the determined Rifian counter-attacks
which followed close-quarter fighting caused severe
casualties. More than go legionaries were killed or
wounded, and about 100 Regulares.

On 14 September a blockhouse at Dar Hamed,
which was in an exposed position and was
consequently known as ‘El Malo’—the bad one—
was relieved by troops from an army Disciplinary
Battalion. On the afternoon of the 15th Rifian
artillery fire gravely wounded the officer in charge,
and the blockhouse was soon surrounded by the
enemy and under siege. Lt. Agulla, in command of
a detachment of the 1st Bandera on the Atalayon,
assembled his men and asked for volunteers to
reinforce ‘El Malo’, though it would mean certain
death. All of his men volunteered. The licutenant
therefore selected from among them Cpl. Suceso
Terrero and 14 legionaries, who then made their
final requests. As darkness fell the 15 volunteers
reached the blockhouse, sustaining two wounded
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Lt.Col. Rafael de Valenzuela, accompanied by a Legion
captain, on Spanish Red Cross flag day in May 1923, less thana
month before he was killed in a bayonet charge at Tizzi Asa.
Valenzuela wears the “leresiana’ cap. (Agencia Efe)

before they could cross the barbed wire. Inside, they
found several soldiers dead. The Rifians now
attacked with even greater vigour, but the
legionaries held them at bay with grenades and rifle
fire. Towards midnight the tribesmen brought up
their artillery and pounded the blockhouse at close
range. In a matter of minutes ‘El Malo” was reduced
to rubble, with the defenders buried beneath it.
By mid-September Gen. Berenguer felt he had
assembled sufficient troops in Melilla to give Gen.
Sanjurjo orders to lead a column against Nador, ten
miles to the south. At 7 am on the 17th, as warships,
floating batteries, artillery and an air squadron all
commenced a bombardment of Rifian positions,
the 1st and 2nd Banderas, the Regulares of Ceuta
and three Spanish infantry battalions advanced
from Sidi Hamed under Rifian artillery fire from
the Gurugi mountain. At the Amadi gorge the
vanguard was halted by concentrated enemy
machine gun and rifle fire. Millin Astray and
Franco were conferring at the most forward point
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when a bullet struck the former in the chest and
knocked him down. After exclaiming, “They have
killed me!” Millan Astray exposed the profusely
bleeding wound above his heart, then jumped to his
feet, shouting ‘Long live Spain! Long live the King!
Long live the Legion!” After Franco had helped him
on to a stretcher, Millan Astray was evacuated to
the Red Cross Hospital in Melilla, from where he
would be sent home to Spain a few days later.

Franco now led the 1st and 2nd Banderas along
the edge of the gorge under heavy fire, and drove
the enemy from several heights as far as Monte
Arbés. That day the two banderas sustained g3
casualties. On entering Nador the following day,
the banderas were greeted by the stench of the
savagely mutilated Spanish corpses that had
littered the town for weeks. During the next six days
the legionaries buried the dead in a large communal
grave.

In October a 4th Bandera was formed at Dar
Riffien. An extra rifle company was now authorised
for cach bandera. The companies were numbered
as follows: 75t Bandera—1, 2, 3 and 13; 2nd—4, 5, 6
and 14; grd—7, 8, g and 15; and gth—10, 11, 12 and
16; 3,6, 9 and 12 were machine gun companies. The
13th and 14th Companies, which joined the 1st and
2nd Banderas in the field on 24 October, contained
an influx of recruits from Central and South
America. During this period there were some
British legionaries in the 1st Company who—their
company commander noted—became distressed
when unable to make tea!

Berenguer’s offensive was now directed west
towards the River Kert, with the Legion, led by
Franco, always in the vanguard of Sanjurjo’s
column. On 2 October the 1st and 2nd Banderas
and the Regulares of Ceuta successfully assaulted
ravines and trenches at Sebt, the Legion suffering
150 casualties. On the 5th Sanjurjo’s column took
Atlatlen; on the 8th, Segangan; and on the 10th,
during heavy fighting on the crests of the Gurugi
mountain, the two banderas sustained 121 casual-
ties. When Monte Arruit was occupied on the
24th the legionaries had to bury at least 8oo
putrefying corpses of troops who had tried to make a
stand there during the retreat from Annual.

In November the weather grew cold and there
was torrential rain and sleet. The territory of the
kabyle of Beni bu Ifrur was dominated by forts on a



massive mountain called Uisan. In the early hours
of 18 November, after silently scaling the steep slope
of a ravine carrying their machine guns and
munitions, the two banderas and indigenous police
seized the old forts on the heights. During the
following days, as the cold grew more intense,
operations were extended to Ras Medua, Tauriat
Hamed and El Harcha.

Meanwhile, in the Western Zone (Ceuta), the
new 4th Bandera, on 23 and 28 October, suffered
total casualties of 72 dead and 212 wounded in
bayonet charges against rebel ‘harcas’ (bands)
surrounding Monte Magan. A 5th Bandera was
formed at Dar Riffien in November and would also
soon be in action. Lt.Col. Millan Astray arrived
back in Ceuta on 10 November, still not fully
recovered from his chest wound. Nonetheless he put
himself at the head of the grd, 4th and 5th Banderas,
operating with columns in the Beni Ards and
Yebala regions. Then, on 10 January 1922, during a
withdrawal from a position at Draa el Asel—in
which the 8th Company fought with knives when

assailed by an enemy force ten times their
number—Millan Astray was wounded by a bullet
in the right leg. Due to this and his still unhealed
chest wound, he was once more evacuated to Spain
on 18 January.

During the following months the 3rd, 4th and 5th
Banderas continued to man positions and protect
convoys principally around Xaiien; and on 12 May
the grd and 5th participated in the final occupation
of Tazarut—from where El Raisuni had fled into
hiding.

In the Eastern Zone (Melilla), Dar Drius was
captured on 10 January 1922. Millan Astray, once
more recovered, arrived at the Legion’s camp there
on 14 February. Gen. Berenguer resumed oper-
ations in mid-March, leading a column against the
Beni Said and Beni Ulixech. Consequently, on 18
March, Millan Astray led the 1st and 2nd Banderas

Lt. Col. Franco (first on left) in his field command post in the
Dar Drius sector in mid-1923, beside Capt. Gonzalez Badia,
observing the artillery preparation before ordering an attack.
(Agencia Efe)
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Legionaries open fire, covering an advance into rebel-held
territory. A two-man team operates a 7 mm Hotchkiss
machine gun, backed by a rifle squad. (Agencia Efe)

in an advance on Ambar. After repulsing fierce
enemy counter-attacks the Legion had sustained 86
casualties, including Comandante Fontanes, com-
mander of the 2nd Bandera, who was fatally
wounded in the stomach.

A 6th Bandera was formed in September at Dar
Riffien; and in November the 2nd Bandera
commenced the construction of a large advanced
camp for the Legion at Ben Tieb. Due to internal
rivalries within the Spanish military establishment
(basically between Spain-based officers and ‘Afri-
canistas’), a Royal Order of 13 November disposed
that Millan Astray be transferred from command of
the Legion to a regiment in the province of Cadiz.
Appointed in his place was 41-year-old Lt.Col.
Rafael de Valenzuela Urzais, who had founded and
conspicuously commanded the Group of Regulares
of Alhucemas. Franco now requested, and received,
a posting back to his old regiment in Oviedo,
departing from the Legion on 17 January 1923.

Valenzuela’s command was to be short-lived.
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On 5 June 1923 a column commanded by Col.
Gomez Morato started out from Tafersit to escort a
convoy of food and ammunition to the beleaguered
outpost of Tizzi Asa. In the vanguard were the
1st, 2nd and 4th Banderas, under the Legion’s
new commander, and a tabor of Regulares. The
Regulares were held up in the Iguermisen ravine by
the fire of a large and well-entrenched rebel Aarea.
On the right flank the 15t and 2nd Banderas tried to
fight their way through to the ravine, and the 4th
pushed forward on the left flank. While the Legion’s
machine guns swept the Rifian positions, Col.
Gomez Morato, placed on the extreme right of the
deployment, ordered a general attack. Lt.Col.
Valenzuela now exclaimed to the men of the 2nd
Bandera, ‘Legionaries, the moment has come to die
for Spain!” and his bugler sounded the Legion’s call
‘Legionaries to fight, legionaries to die’ and the attack.
The 2nd Bandera then charged with fixed bayonets
up the slope towards the Rifian entrenchments.
Valenzuela followed with his escort, and the 1st
Bandera also charged. In a mélée of individual
combats the legionaries drove the rebels from their
trenches with grenades and bayonets. Valenzuela,



shouting encouragement and firing his pistol, was
hit by a bullet in the head and another in the chest.
The members of his escort were shot down around
him, as were four pairs of stretcher-bearers sent to
collect his body. Scattered groups of legionaries now
rallied behind the nearest officer in a final charge
which drove the Rifians into retreat. Legion
casualties totalled 186.

On 8 June Franco was promoted to lieutenant-
colonel and given command of the Legion. Once
more he postponed his intended wedding and took
the ferry boat to Morocco. Between 22 June and 16
July Franco travelled from location to location in
both zones, inspecting and fighting with his six
banderas. The besieged outpost of Tifaruin, near
the mouth of the River Kert, was encircled by 9,000

Rifian tribesmen. On 22 August Regulares of

Alhucemas and Melilla, trying to break through,
met with stiff resistance. After leading the 1st and
ond Banderas in a wide right envelopment Franco

attacked the enemy entrenchments from the flank
and rear, and thus permitted the Regulares to
advance through to relieve Tifaruin.

Between 12 and 15 September 1923 a coup d’élat
was enacted in Spain. In a climate of numerous
political assassinations and rapidly deteriorating
public order, Gen. Miguel Primo de Rivera,
Captain-General of Catalonia, took over the reins
of government. Franco arrived in Madrid on 16
October on 40 days’ leave. He advocated to King
Alfonso, and later to Primo de Rivera, a plan to
finally defeat the Rifian rebels by landing from the
sea on the beaches of Alhucemas Bay and then
capturing Abd el Krim’s headquarters at Axdir.
Then, in Oviedo on 22 October, Lt.Col. Francisco
Franco at last married Carmen Polo Martinez-
Valdés. Among many congratulatory telegrams
from Legion posts was one from eight imprisoned
legionaries in Ceuta, who stressed that their crime
was not desertion.

A section of legionaries in action, parapeted behind the
crumbling walls of a destroyed building. Note the bugler, third
from right. (Agencia Efe)
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Xuiien and Alfucemas:
1924-27

As 1924 began the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Banderas
were all concentrated in the advanced camp of Ben
Tieb. Franco arrived here on 25 February and,
during the next four months, personally led his
banderas in numerous hard-fought operations to
allow passage of convoys to Tizzi Asa, Sidi Mesaud
and other outposts. By June the kabyles of Beni Said,
Beni Hassan, Beni Hosmar and many others in the
Western Zone had recognised the leadership of Abd
el Krim, self-proclaimed Emir of the Rif. His
consequently large army of approximately 80,000
warriors was well supplied with captured and
purchased armaments, including some 200 artillery
pieces.

The most threatened sectors in the Western Zone
were the valley of the Lau, the Tetuan-Xaten road
and the gorges of Beni Arés. By mid-August Primo
de Rivera had decided to withdraw {rom all three,
falling back to the more defendable coastal fringes
and protecting the city of Tetuan and its lines of
communication with Larache, Tangier and Ceuta.
Troops would be withdrawn to the new line from
more than 400 forward positions. In August the 1st,
5th and 6th Banderas were all deployed in the
Western Zone, and on the 31st of that month the
2nd, grd and 4th embarked at Melilla, destination
Ceuta.

Withdrawal from the Lau sector had begun on 20
August 1924. Abd el Krim immediately stepped up
his attacks in the area. As a result Primo de Rivera
and several members of his Directorate left Madrid
for Tetuan on 5 September, at a time when Tetuan
itself was under threat. The harcas of Abd el Krim
controlled the Gorgues mountains to the south-east
of the city. The 2nd, grd, 4th and 5th Banderas all
operated with columns, clearing the enemy from
these commanding heights during the first three
weeks of September. This both thwarted Abd el
Krim’s designs on Tetuan and was a first stage
towards opening the road to Xaiien. Ten thousand
Spanish soldiers stationed in the holy city and
numerous posts around it were now surrounded
and in danger of annihilation. This included the 6th
Bandera.
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To evacuate these forces, two columns left
Tetuan on 29 September 1924, commanded by
Gen. Castro Girona and Gen. Serrano, with the 1st,
ard, 4th and 5th Banderas placed in the van-
guards. Despite fierce enemy opposition on the
route, Serrano’s column entered Xaiien on 30
September and Castro Girona’s on 2 October.
During the next seven wecks detachments of
legionaries and Regulares were sent out to evacuate
more than 100 forward outposts and concentrate all
military personnel in Xatien, incurring many losses
in the process.

On 16 October, in Tetuan, Gen. Primo de Rivera
appointed himself High Commissioner and General
Officer Commanding in the Spanish Protectorate.
By the goth of that month his plan to evacuate the
Beni Ards sector had been successfully accom-
plished. The 2nd Bandera had performed bril-
liantly in protecting the withdrawal. Evacuation
from the remaining positions in Gomara was at the
same time well advanced. There only remained
Xaten.

A happy Col. Franco (right), accompanied by Lt.Col. Gonzalez
Badia, approaches his command post on the just-captured
Monte Malmusi on 23 September 1925, after the consolidation
of the Alhucemas bridgehead. (Agencia Efe)




In the early hours of 15 November all Spanish
troops and civilians, plus many Moroccan and
Jewish citizens, left Xaiien on the road to Tetuan,
again in two columns with Generals Serrano and
Castro Girona commanding. Numerous Aarcas and
organised units of the Beni Urriaguel lost no time in
making flanking attacks upon the Spanish columns.
To the rear, the five banderas of the Legion held
Xatien until, in the first hour of the 17th, Franco led
them silently out of the city. Left manning the
parapets were hundreds of straw dummies clad in
the green tunics and caps of the Legion, which
Franco had given the order to prepare in secret a
week before. It was several hours before the
deception was discovered by the enemy.

Franco’s Legion rearguard reached Dar Akoba
and, over the following two days, lashed by heavy
rain and gales, continued to protect the withdrawal
and evacuate posts by way of Xeruta and Hamra to
Zoco el Arbaa. Capt. Arredondo’s 1st Company
was completely wiped out while covering the
withdrawal from Xeruta. After Gen. Serrano was
killed there was only one column, and it remained
totally surrounded at Zoco el Arbaa for three weeks.
Breaking out on 10 December, the column
proceeded by Taranes and Zinat, with the Legion
rearguard again involved in hard fighting, often
hand-to-hand. Then, early on the 13th, the five
banderas followed the remnants of the bedraggled,
exhausted column into Ben Karrich in the
approaches to Tetuan. The number of Spanish lives
lost in the evacuation from Xaitien is unlikely to
have exceeded 2,000. Total Legion casualties (dead
and wounded) for the whole operation were about
1,000.

Primo de Rivera had now achieved his objective,
with his forces grouped along and behind a line of
defendable positions. He was extremely pleased
with Franco, and approved his promotion to full
colonel, made official on 7 February 1925. On 16
February a Royal Order changed the Legion’s title
from “Tercio of Foreigners’ to “Tercio of Morocco’.
A 7th Bandera was formed at Dar Riffien on 1 May,
as was a mounted Squadron of Lancers; and the
following day yet another Royal Order counter-
manded that of 16 February and reduced the
Legion’s official title simply to “Tercio’.

The Tercio was now organised in two Legions, as
follows: Eastern Jone (Melilla): 1st Legion—1st,

Col. Millan Astray, minus his left arm, jokes while pointing
out an enemy position to a junior Legion officer in February
1926. (Agencia Efe)

end, grd and 4th Banderas. Western Jone (Ceuta):
ond Legion—sth, 6th and 7th Banderas (to be
joined later by the 8th, raised 1 January 1926). The
Squadron of Lancers was directly under the orders
of the colonel commanding the Tercio, and
performed escort and reconnaissance duties. (Serv-
ing personnel, from the colonel to the newest
recruit, nevertheless continued to call the Tercio
‘the Legion” and referred to the two Legions as
“Tercios’)

On g April 1925 Abd el Krim launched five harcas
of his army against French positions along the
Uarga River. By June, 43 out of 66 forward posts
had fallen and more than 3,000 French troops were
dead or missing. Nearly all of the local kabyles rallied
to Abd el Krim, who was now within striking
distance of Taza and Fez and was a feasible threat
to Rabatand Casablanca. Marshal Pétain, the hero
of Verdun during the 191418 War, was summoned
from France to command hurriedly reinforced
French troops in Morocco.

After a month of French-Spanish discussions in
Madrid, Pétain and Primo de Rivera met together
in Tetuan on 28 July to finalise plans for a
combined offensive against their common foe. It
was agreed that 160,000 French troops would
attack Abd el Krim from the south, while 18,000
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Spanish landed at Alhucemas Bay, and another
57,000 pressed an attack from Spain’s Eastern
Zone.

The Alhucemas landings

Pétain launched his offensive along the Uarga River
on 28 August. Aware of the Spanish intentions, Abd
el Krim tried to create a diversion by posing a threat
to Tetuan and, on 3 September, mounted a siege of
the fort at Cudia Tahar in the Gorgues mountains.
Undeterred, Primo de Rivera, exercising personal
overall command, gave Gen. Sanjurjo direct
command of two columns, each 9,000 strong, to
land at Alhucemas: the Ceuta Column under Gen.
Saro and the Melilla Column under Gen.
Fernandez Pérez. The Ceuta Column was sched-
uled to land first, and on 7 September its transport
ships, escorted by warships of the Spanish navy,
stood off a beach called La Cebadilla, actually to
the north-west of Alhucemas Bay.

At 6.30 am on 8 September 1925, 32 Spanish and
18 French naval vessels, to the north and east of the
landing areas, commenced their bombardment,
aiming principally at the 20 well-installed Rifian
batteries on the crests overlooking the beaches. This
was followed up, two hours later, by bombing and
strafing by 76 aircraft. During this time the
transports, which had been scattered westward
during the night by the strong current, were
brought back into position. Towards 11 am tugs
and gunboats began to tow the lines of K21 and
K23 landing craft (types used by the British at
Gallipoli) towards La Cebadilla and the adjoining
Ixdain beaches. In the first line Col. Franco
commanded ten light tanks, the 6th and 7th
Banderas, the Mehal-la (native police) of Larache,
a Rifian harca of irregular levies (commanded by
Soliman el Jatabi—Abd el Krim’s cousin!), the
Spanish Battalion of Africa No. 3, and a mountain
battery.

Rifian artillery began to shell the approaching
tugs and gunboats. A thousand yards from the shore
the landing craft cast off and continued alone under
their own power. Machine gun and rifle fire raked
the craft as they ran aground on shoals 50 yards
from the shore. The ramps were quickly lowered,
but efforts to unload the tanks proved futile. Franco
gave the order to attack, and his bugler sounded the
call.
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The legionaries and Moroccans leapt into the
water, holding their rifles over their heads. First
on to the beach were men of the 24th Company, 6th
Bandera. The 22nd Company landed further east,
and the Machine Gun Company established a fire
base to cover the advance. Also soon ashore were
Franco and the 7th Bandera. Franco ordered the
assault of the dominating crests—the two banderas
attacking on the left, the harca on the right and the
Mehal-la in the centre. As the legionaries scaled the
heights of El Fraile and Morro Nuevo, bayoneted
Rifian corpses began to hurtle down to the beach
below. By 3 pm the crests, with an artillery battery
on each, had been captured and—as Franco later
wrote—"those who resisted too much were put to
the knife’. All units now dug in along the crests, still
under heavy Rifian bombardment. The Spanish
had suffered 124 total casualties in the landing;
more than 8,000 troops and three batteries had
been brought ashore, and the tanks had eventually
been landed on the beach of Los Frailes.

Meanwhile, at the besieged fort of Cudia Tahar

*near Tetuéan, 176 of the 200 men of the garrison had
been killed by 8 September. Primo de Rivera
therefore ordered the 2nd and grd Banderas, with
the Melilla Column, to abandon their imminent
landing at Alhucemas and proceed to Ceuta. After
arrival there on the 10th the banderas continued to
Tetuan, where they joined Gen. Sousa’s relief
column. After fierce hand-to-hand fighting in an
assault on the village of Dar Gazi the two banderas
spearheaded the relief of Cudia Tahar on the 13th,
having suffered 144 casualties in the operation. The
banderas then returned to Alhucemas and, on the
19th, rejoined the Melilla Column which had
landed on the beach of Los Frailes eight days
earlier.

In the face of repeated Rifian counter-attacks
against the bridgehead, 15,000 Spanish troops had
disembarked by 20 September 1925. Rough seas
had meanwhile provoked a temporary supply crisis,
but by the 22nd sufficient food, ammunition and
pack-mules had arrived to enable the Spanish to
strike out from their bridgehead. Preceded by air
and artillery bombardment, at 6.20 am on the 23rd,
Comandante Muiioz Grandes (later to command
the ‘Blue Division’ in Russia, 19411) led the Rifian
harca forward on the left flank, followed by the 6th
1See MAA 103, Germany’s Spanish Volunteers 1941—45



and 7th Banderas. After crossing minefields, the
attack swept over a preliminary enemy line of de-
fence. Then, at 10.45 am, the three units launched
the final assault on the heights of Monte Malmusi
under sustained fire from artillery and Rifians
concentrated in lines of trenches. The legionaries
cleared the enemy {rom their trenches and also from
numerous caves, principally using mortars, gren-
ades, bayonets and knives. By early morning they
had killed all who still resisted and had themselves
sustained 215 casualties. On that same day the 2nd
and grd Banderas, with the Melilla Column to the
east, had assaulted and seized the heights of Morro
Viejo and lower Malmusi.

On 30 September the Ceuta Column took Monte
Palomas against stiff resistance, while the Melilla
Column captured the heights of Coénico and
Buyibar. The Rifians were by now in retreat
everywhere. The French, attacking along the
Uarga, had expelled all enemy forces from their
territory and were continuing to advance. Spanish
troops entered Abd el Krim’s capital of Axdir on 2
October, and set fire to it. On the 8th French and
Spanish forces linked up at Zoco el Telata.

On g February 1926 Iranco was promoted to
brigadier-general and, at the age of 33, had become
the youngest general both in Spain and in Europe.
A Royal Order of g February consequently
returned command of the Legion to Millan Astray,
who had been promoted to full colonel on 21
October 1924 while on the staff of the High
Commissioner. Just five days after this promotion,
on proceeding to Fondak to take command of a
Spanish column, he had become involved in an
action in which his left arm was shattered by a bullet
and later, growing gangrenous, had to be
amputated. On 10 February 1926 the one-armed
warrior happily arrived in Ceuta to take command
of the Legion from his old comrade-in-arms, and on
the 17th Franco left for Madrid.

Some 140,000 Spanish and 325,000 French
troops now prepared to launch a spring offensive
from their consolidated lines of the Axdir bridge-
head, the Uarga and the upper Kert against the
40 kabyles that still remained under arms in Yebala,
Gomara and the Rif. On the morning of 4 March
1926 the 8th Bandera captured a hill called Loma
Redonda in the Gorgues mountains. After ordering
the hilltop to be fortified with posts for six machine

guns and four mortars, Millan Astray later returned
to inspect the work despite continuous fire from
enemy positions on Hafa el Duira. At 3.30 pm, as he
approached the first post, he was struck in the face
by a bullet which destroyed his right eye, lacerated
his jaw and came out through his left cheek.
Characteristically, he still managed to shout *Viva
Espafia! Viva la Legion!” before being evacuated in
a very grave condition.

On 15 April the French began their new offensive
from the River Uarga while, from 8 May, the
Spanish advanced south against the 12,000
tribesmen, principally Beni Urriaguel, who were

Col. Millin Astray, now minus both his left arm and right eye,
addresses assembled forces at Alhucemas late in 1926. Note
bullet-exit scar on his left cheek, and four wound chevrons on
his left sleeve. (Agencia Efe)




still resisting in the central Rif. For three days, 8-10
May, the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 7th and 8th Banderas,
with forces of Regulares, Mehal-la and Spanish
infantry, fought on and around the heights of Loma
de los Morabos south-east of Axdir, inflicting
further defeat on the Beni Urriaguel, whose
remnants fell back everywhere before the inland
drives of the Spanish and French forces. Their
leader, Abd el Krim, finally surrendered to French
troops at Targuist on 27 May 1926, and was exiled
in September to Réunion Island in the Indian
Ocean.

On 28 July, after treatment in Madrid, Millan
Astray was once more at Dar Riffien with his
legionaries, with a black patch covering the empty
socket of his right eye and the left sleeve of his tunic
equally vacant. During the last six months of 1926
the eight banderas moved from location to location,
always in the vanguard of columns, protecting

Field Mass at Dar Riffien on 5 October 1927 as part of the
ceremony in which Queen Victoria Eugenia presented the
Legion with its first national standard (see Plates Bx and Bz).
Left to right: the Bishop of Gallipoli (resident in Tangier), Col.
Sanz de Larin; a junior officer with the flag; and the much-
decorated and much-wounded Capt. Lizcano de la Rosa, who
wears Spain’s highest gallantry award, the Laureate Cross of
St Ferdinand. (Agencia Efe)
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convoys and pacifying and disarming the kabyles. In
the heart of the Rif] bordering the French zone, the
kabyle of Ketama and associated smaller tribal
groups rose in rebellion early in 1927. The 1st, 2nd,
ard, 6th and 8th Banderas, operating principally
from Targuist, took the field in the snow and ice of
March. After long marches over mountainous
terrain and numerous clashes with the enemy, the
Spanish columns pacified the territory by June.

A Royal Order of 18 June 1927 promoted Millan
Astray to brigadier-general and thus finally ended
his command of the Legion, with whom he had
personally fought in 62 actions. The following
month, on 10 July, when Spanish forces including
the 7th Bandera occupied Bab Tazza in Gomara,
the entire Spanish Protectorate was officially
declared pacified. In 845 battes the Legion had
sustained casualties of 2,000 dead, 6,096 wounded
and 285 missing. Collective awards of the Military
Medal were made to the 1st, 2nd and 4th Banderas.
There were 12 individual awards of the Laureate
Cross of St Ferdinand and 49 Individual Military
Medals awarded. In a final tribute, a Royal Order
of 1 October named Gen. Millan Astray as
Honorary Colonel of the Tercio.



Asturias and the
National Rising: 1934-36

On 14 April 1931, more than a year after the end of
Primo de Rivera’s dictatorship, King Alfonso X111
went into voluntary exile and the Second Spanish
Republic was proclaimed. Subsequent reductions
in the military establishment included the disband-
ment of the 7th and 8th Banderas and the Squadron
of Lancers on 27 December 1932.

As a consequence of election results in November
1933 which predominantly favoured right-wing
candidates, an armed revolution was launched on 5
October 1934 in the mining valleys of the northern
province of Asturias, accompanied by a general
strike and disturbances in Madrid and Catalonia.
Under the direction of a Revolutionary Committee
of Socialists, Communists and Anarcho-
Sindicalists, 30,000 miners, well supplied with small
arms, dynamite, 200 machine guns and 29 artillery
pieces seized from the arms factory of Trubia,
attacked and captured several Asturian towns
including the capital, Oviedo. The Minister of War,
Diego Hidalgo, advised by Gen. Franco, des-
patched columns of troops to Asturias from
neighbouring provinces and summoned reinforce-
ments from the Moroccan Protectorate.

The 3rd, 5th and 6th Banderas were all shipped
to Spain and were soon in action against the
revolutionaries. Lt.Col. Juan Yagtie Blanco, who
had served in Morocco with the Regulares of
Melilla, Tetuan, Larache and Ceuta, was given
command of a column consisting of the 5th and 6th
Banderas, a tabor of Regulares of Ceuta and a
battalion of Light Infantry of Africa. After
liberating Gijon and Lugones the column reached
Oviedo on 12 October. Supported by other
government units, Yagiie’s column had to fight for
three days, house by house and district by district,
against fanatical resistance, before they took the
town. After negotiations on the 18th the Asturian
rebels agreed to capitulate, and the following day
five government columns marched into the mining
valleys. Yagiie’s column occupied the revo-
lutionaries’ stronghold at Mieres.

Five Individual Military Medals were awarded
to the Legion during this short campaign. Legion

casualties were only 13 dead and 46 wounded, but
the short-lived Red revolution had cost Spain 1,335
lives and enormous material damage to churches,
factories and public buildings.

On 16 February 1936 a new left-wing
government—the Popular Front—was elected to
office by a narrow margin of votes. In a rapidly
deteriorating situation of strikes, riots, church-
burnings and assassinations which left 330 people
dead and 1,511 injured in five months, Spanish
political groups of both left and right prepared for
the inevitable final clash. After the murder of the
Monarchist opposition leader Jos¢ Calvo Sotelo by
pro-government Assault Guards in the early hours
of 13 July, Spain was irrevocably divided.

In July 1936 the Tercio was stationed in the
Spanish Protectorate of Morocco as follows: Eastern
Zome (Melilla): 1st Legion—ist, 2nd and 3rd
Banderas, based at Tauima, Targuist and Villa
Sanjurjo; Western Jone (Ceuta): 2nd Legion—¢th,
5th and 6th Banderas, based at Dar Riffien, Zoco
el Arbaa and Xaten. Lt.Col. Yagiic had been
appointed commander of the 2nd Legion at Dar
Riffien on 28 January, and since then had been
clandestinely organising a rising in Morocco as a
preliminary to an intended ‘National Rising’ in
Spain. The hour eventually agreed between Gen.
Emilio Mola (Military Governor of Pamplona, and
‘director’ of the conspiracy) and Yagte for action in
the Protectorate was 1700 hrs on 17 July.

On the afternoon of the 17th, however,
investigations by Republican police in Melilla
precipitated the conspirators’ action. The 1st and
ond Banderas, supported by the Group of
Regulares of Melilla, seized control of Melilla after
sporadic skirmishes with armed Marxist mil-
itiamen. That night the 5th Bandera marched on
Tetuan, where there was, in fact, little local
resistance. By the morning of the 18th Ceuta and
Larache had fallen easily into the insurgents’ hands,
and the entire Moroccan Protectorate could be
declared secured for the National Rising, which was
now erupting in Spain itself.

Allocated by Gen. Mola the task of taking
command of the Army of Africa, Gen. Franco
arrived in Tetuan on the morning of the 1gth,
having flown from Las Palmas, Canary Islands. At
that same time, in Spain, thousands of red-bereted
Traditionalist volunteers were descending from
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their villages in the mountains of Navarre to rally
behind Gen. Mola in Pamplona, while blue-shirted
Falangists joined the military in the streets of
Zaragoza, Burgos and Valladolid. Tt was Mola’s
plan that columns from these cities would thrust
towards Madrid from the north while the Army of
Africa would march on the capital from the south.

Airlift from Africa

In Tetuan, Franco immediately applied himself to
the task of transporting the Army of Africa to the
Spanish mainland. Most of the fleet was under the
control of the Republican government (as was more
than half the army and two-thirds of the air force),
making sea crossings extremely hazardous. So
Franco decreed that seven Breguet I aircraft in
Tetuan’s aerodrome would be used to transport the
5th Bandera to the aid of the sparse and hard-
pressed forces of Gen. Queipo de Llano in Seville,
each aircraft carrying 16 men and making four
flights daily. Two platoons of the 17th Company
were the first legionaries to cross the Straits by air,
arriving safely in Seville on 20 July. In the days that
followed the remainder of the 5th Bandera was

Lt.Col. Juan Yagiie arrives in Seville on 6 August 1936 to take
command of the ‘Madrid Column’. (Agencia Efe)
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flown in and completed the occupation of Seville.

Over a period of four weeks all of the Legion’s
banderas were transported to Spain. On 5 August
the entire 1st Bandera, accompanied by two tabors
of Regulares, a battery of artillery and 50 tons of
ammunition, made the crossing by sea from Tetuan
to Algeciras in a small convoy which, despite being
attacked by a Republican destroyer, reached its
destination safely. As additional aircraft became
available from Italy and Germany the remaining
banderas crossed by air—the 4th to Seville at the
end of July, and the 6th, 2nd and grd to Jerez de la
Frontera, Granada and Seville during the first three
weeks in August. (By November 1936, 23,393 men
of the Army of Africa had been flown across the
Straits in this first “air bridge’ in military history.)

Civil War in Spain:
1930-39

Between 18 and 20 July 1936 the National Rising
triumphed principally in the provinces of Galicia,
Old Castile, Leon, Navarre, Alava and Aragon,
which became known as the Nationalist Zone. With
religion suppressed, churches destroyed and priests,
monks and nuns murdered in their thousands in
Republican Spain, the Spanish Church and many
devout people of the Nationalist provinces—
particularly Navarre—regarded the Spanish Civil
War as a holy crusade. For others the war was a
patriotic crusade to save their nation from
destruction by anarchy and regional separatism,
and from the threat of Communist tyranny. For
many it was both. As their memorials proclaimed,
they believed that they fought and died ‘For God
and for Spain’.

To dismiss the Spanish Nationalists as ‘Fascists’
on the grounds that they were supported by Nazi
Germany and Fascist Italy is too simplistic a

judgement, and is to rely upon hindsight. Hitler’s

use of the Spanish war to battle-test his aircraft and
tanks was one price extracted for supplying the
Nationalists with badly needed German arma-
ments. As a condition for equivalent aid, the
Republic’s manipulation by Stalinist Russia was no
less cynical, as perceptive foreign Republican
volunteers such as George Orwell had the courage



to point out. The Spanish people of those years
chose sides according to their perceptions of purely
local issues, in the light of their own ideals and
loyalties: and to many Nationalists, their cause was
genuinely a crusade.

To fight in this crusade 60,000 volunteers rallied
to form 50 Traditionalist and Falangist militia
battalions during the first three months of conflict,
while more than half the strength of another 50
newly raised regular battalions were also volun-
teers. By September 1938 nearly a third of Franco’s
500,000 infantry were volunteers. In the closing
month of the war there were more than a million
men in the Nationalist army, and all but 67,000
were Spanish. Women also made a substantial
contribution to the cause 600,000 served in the
Falange Feminine Section, 300,000 in Social Aid,
500,000 in the Traditionalist ‘Margaritas’ and
8,000 as army nurses.

On 1 August 1936 Gen. Franco issued an
operational order for forces now concentrated in
Seville to commence the march on Madrid. Two
groups were instructed to proceed north by the
main highway through Extremadura, secure the
Portuguese frontier and make contact with Gen.
Mola’s forces in the north, then continue north-east

to the capital. The two groups were commanded by
Lt.Col. Asensio and Comandante Castejon and,
accompanied by artillery and other supporting
units, were principally composed as follows: Group
Asensio—4th Bandera and 2nd Tabor of Regulares
of Tetuan; Group Castejin—r5th Bandera and 2nd
Tabor of Regulares of Ceuta.

At 8 pm on 2 August Group Asensio set out from
Seville, followed late the next day by Group
Castejon. Borne in some 200 trucks and coaches, the
‘Madrid Column’ advanced 105 miles in five days,
under regular attack from Republican aircraft and
overcoming usually sporadic, but occasionally
tough resistance from Republican militiamen in the
small towns and villages along the route. Mean-
while, a third group was formed and sent north to
join the march under the command of Lt.Col.
Tella, mainly comprising the 1st Bandera of the
Legion and the 1st Tabor of Regulares of Tetuan.

Badajoz
After the ‘Madrid Column’ had captured Mérida
on 11 August, Lt. Col. Yagiie arrived from Seville to

The 1st Bandera is given an enthusiastic ovation by the people
of Seville as it departs, on 10 August 1936, to join the march on
Madrid. (Illustrated London News)
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take direct command, with the immediate mission
of securing the Spanish-Portuguese frontier. Leav-
ing the 1st Bandera to defend Mérida against
imminent counter-attack, Yagiie advanced west-
wards with his force of barely 3,000 men at dawn on
the 12th. His objective was the town of Badajoz,
which was protected by an encircling solid stone
wall 6o feet in height. This wall and other strong
points were defended by more than 5,000 well-
armed Republican troops, both regular and milita.
Legion officers who knew their history must have
thoughtfully recalled that storming this same town
in April 1812 had cost Wellington some 3,750
casualties.

The following day, at g pm, Yagiie launched his
first attack. Under artillery cover, Group Asensio
advanced into the district of San Roque which lay
to the east outside the boundary wall, while Group
Castejon stormed the Menacho barracks on the
west side. That night Yagiie addressed his officers:
‘Gentlemen of the Legion! The Reds affirm that you

An unusually bulky captain, apparently unarmed, leading
men of the 4th Bandera on the road to Badajoz in August 1936.
Note the long cylindrical pouches for Lafitte grenades worn by
the second man in the left file. (The Times)

are not soldiers but monks in disguise. Very well—
enter Badajoz and say Mass!’

Atdawn on the 14th the attack was resumed. On
the east side the 2nd Tabor of Tetuan circled
northwards by 11 am and fought its way into the
town through a gate called Los Carros. An hour
later, to the south, Lt. De Miguel led the 18th
Company of the 5th Bandera across the bullet-
swept esplanade of La Bomba barracks in a wild
bayonet charge which completely demoralised the
barracks’ defenders. In the outlying eastern district
of San Roque the 4th Bandera, under continuous
mortar and machine gun fire, clung to its positions
close to a gap in the wall by the Trinity Gate. This
gap was 11 yards in length, and would forever be
remembered in Legion history as ‘la brecha de la
muerte—the breach of death.

At g pm Captain Pérez Caballero ordered the
16th Company to fix bayonets. His bugler then
sounded the attack and, with an armoured car
leading the way, the company charged the breach
singing the Legion hymn ‘The Betrothed of Death’.
Republican machine gun fire cut down the leading
platoon. Under a hail of grenades, Capt. Fuentes
turned his armoured car to the right, drawing the
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enemy’s fire. This enabled the second and third
platoons to cross the dried-up bed of the River
Rivillas and bombard the breach with hand
grenades, creating a curtain of smoke which helped
their further advance. Again, however, heavy
automatic crossfire decimated the legionaries, who
fell in scores, forming a heaped parapet of corpses
and wounded from behind which two machine guns
of the 12th Company were able to bring an effective
fire to bear upon the sandbagged enemy machine
gun emplacements.

Capt. Pérez Caballero now led the survivors of
his company forward through concentrated ma-
chine gun and rifle fire across the bodies of nearly
8o fallen comrades. Legionary Rodriguez was cut
down by automatic fire, holding the company flag
aloft and vyelling ‘Viva la muerte!” Beside him in the
breach died Legionary Lluch, Legionary Martin
and many more. The remnants fought their way
through the breach and across the enemy parapets,
hurling grenades and wielding bayonets and knives
with uncontainable fury. The Republicans rapidly
fell back up the narrow streets, pursued by the
survivors of the 16th Company—Capt. Pérez
Caballero, a corporal and 14 legionaries. On
reaching the Town Hall the captain transmitted the
following report to Yagiie: ‘Have crossed the
breach. I have 14 men. I do not need reinforce-
ments!’

The 1oth and 11th Companies nevertheless
followed through the breach and advanced into the
town, as did the other Nationalist units. Advancing
street by street against stubborn resistance, the
legionaries and Regulares gave no quarter. When
the cease-fire came, Badajoz was littered with 1,000
corpses. Yagtlie’s forces had suffered a total of 285
casualties; of these, 106 belonged to the 4th
Bandera.

Toledo and Madrid
During August and September 1936 the 2nd
Bandera participated in the operations of Gen.
Mola’s forces in Guiptzcoa in which Irtn, on the
French frontier, was captured on 5 September. In
October the 2nd Bandera was transferred to the
Aragon front and the grd was diverted to operations
in Asturias,

On 14 September Yagie was promoted to
Colonel Inspector (supreme commander) of the

Gen. Millan Astray, Honorary Colonel of the Legion, in
uncharacteristic attire—wearing braces, and without insignia
on his cap—attends a Nationalist rally in Zaragoza in
September 1936. Immediately following him is a Legion
officer. (Illustrated London News)

Legion. A week later, suffering from cardiac
exhaustion, he was obliged temporarily to re-
linquish command of the ‘Madrid Column’, being
replaced on the 24th by Gen. Varela. From Mérida
the column had advanced north-east, capturing
Talavera de la Reina on the grd and Maqueda on
the 21st; but it was now diverted south-east to
Toledo with instructions from Franco to proceed’
with all haste to the relief of a besieged fortress called
the Alcazar. The heroic garrison (principally Civil
Guards) and their families had withstood ten weeks
of shells, bombs, mines, infantry assaults, hunger
and thirst to hold the fortress for the Nationalist
cause. On 27 September the 1st Tabor of Tetuan
and the 5th Bandera were the first relief troops to
embrace the emaciated but undefeated survivors in
the rubble of the Alcazar.

On 1 October 1936 Gen. Franco was appointed
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces and
Head of the Spanish State by the Provisional
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Nationalist Junta. On the 6th, Gen. Varela
continued his march on Madrid with four columns.
Capturing Illescas on the 17th, Navalcarnero on
the 21st and Valdemoro on the g1st, Varela’s forces
came within sight of the capital by 3 November.
Though considerably reinforced, his columns—
now including the 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th
Banderas (the last two raised in September)—
totalled no more than 15,000 men. Ready to oppose
their entry into the city were 25,000 men of the
Republican People’s Army, then under formation
from regular and Marxist militia units and the
Communist International Brigades, which also (at
that time) had superiority in tanks, artillery and air
cover.

Two of Varela’s columns managed to penetrate
the Madrid suburbs of Carabanchel and Usera on 7
November, but from that day attack after attack
made little progress. In the wooded parkland of the
Casa del Campo and on the banks of the River
Manzanares advancing legionaries and Regulares
were decimated by artillery, mortar and machine
gun fire. On the 15th Lt.Col. Asensio’s column at
last crossed the Manzanares and established
positions in the yet-unfinished buildings of the
University City on Madrid’s north-west periphery.
From the 17th to the 23rd, first the 6th Bandera,
then the 4th, fought with the Red militia for
possession of the seven floors of the Clinical
Hospital, room by room and floor by floor, fighting
with grenades and bayonets amid the stench of
unburied corpses. By 23 November, when the
hospital was finally secured, the 4th Bandera had
suffered 250 casualties. That day Franco took the
decision to halt the frontal attack on Madrid, which
was costing too many lives, and instead instigated a
plan of encirclement.

Expansion of the Legion

Between September 1936 and April 1938 12 new
banderas were formed. The 7th and 8th (previously
disbanded in 1932) were re-formed in September
1936. The gth Bandera was formed in December
1936, the 1oth in January 1937, the 11th and 12th
in February 1937, the 13th in July 1937, the 14th
and 15th in August 1937, the 16th in October 1937,
the 17th in January 1938 and the 18th in April

1938.
Other Legion units were created during this
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period. Many Legion personnel were involved in
the formation of the Nationalists’ first Tank
Company in October 1936, supplied with 15 Italian
Fiat-Ansaldo Lg/g5 light tanks (3.2 tons— two
8 mm MGs). This company was expanded and
became the Legion Tank Bandera by the beginning
of 1937; initially it had two companies, each with 15
German Krupp Panzer IA tanks (5.4 tons—two
7.92 mm MGs), and was incorporated into the
Nationalists’ Tank Regiment No. 2 in November of
that year.

Early in 1938 the Legion Light Tank Group was
constituted, with headquarters at Dar Riffien,
containing two banderas of three companies, cach
with 15 tanks. The 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Companies
had Panzer IA and IB (6 tons, Maybach motor)
tanks, and the grd and 6th Companies were
supplied with captured Russian T-26Bs (9.2 tons—
45 mm cannon and 7.62 mm MG). During the big
tank battles of Alfambra, Aragén and Ebro the
Group lost a total of 54 tanks and sustained
numerous casualties. An Anti-Tank Company was
formed in March 1937, as was a Flamethrower
Company with two platoons of light flamethrowers
and one of heavy, with nine teams in each platoon.

On 8 May 1937 the Tercio was, at last, officially
denominated as the Legion, and the existing Legion
groupings were now named 1st and 2nd Tercios.
(Those banderas created during the war were not
incorporated into either of the tercios.) In August
1937 a Dep6t Bandera was established in Talavera
to serve as a base for creating new banderas and to
replace the severe losses of those in existence.

Portuguese volunteers, known as ‘Viriatos’,
arrived in the Nationalist Zone in their hundreds
early in the war and were mostly incorporated into
banderas of the Legion, though never forming their
own unit. The I'rench, on the other hand, had their
own ‘Joan of Arc’ Company which, in February
1938, constituted the 67th Company of the newly-
raised 17th Bandera. For a brief six-month period
there was an Irish Bandera—temporarily given the
number 15—under the command of Gen. Eoin
O’Dufly. The bandera had its own flag—an Irish
wolthound in saffron on a ground of emerald
green—and the 600 personnel were permitted to
wear Irish harp emblems on the lapels of their
tunics. Though the Irish volunteers conducted
themselves bravely during an advance under heavy



/ 1: Corporal, 1921-27

2: Lieutenant, 1921-27
3: Legionary, 1921-25
4: Standard, 1st Bandera




/ 1: Standard-bearer, 5 Oct. 1927 \

2: Legion national standard, 1927-31
3: Comandante, Oct. 1934




1: Col. Juan Yagiie, Sept. 1936 \

2: Lt. Col. Francisco Franco, May 1924
3: Brig. Gen. Millan Astray, 1937




" / 1: Legionary, 1936 \

2: Captain, Tank Bandera, 1937
3: Sergeant, 1938




f 1: Colonel, 1945

2: Lieutenant-Colonel, 1945
3-6: Command flags, Tercios 1, 2, 3, 4
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/ 1: Legionary, 1957-58 \

2: Captain, 13th Independent Bandera, 1958
3: Legionary of a Saharan Tercio, 1966-70




1: Standard-bearer, 2nd Bdra., 1st Tercio, 1980 \

2: Lieutenant, 5th Bdra., 2nd Tercio, 1970
3: Pioneer corporal, 4th Bdra., 2nd Tercio, 1973
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1: Legionary, 1975 \
2: Lieutenant, Special Ops., 1984

3: Corporal, Special Ops., 1984
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shell-fire near Ciempozuelos on 13 March 1937, the
bandera was never effectively employed at the
front, and returned to Ireland in June, having lost
15 dead. There were also small numbers of White
Russians and Germans distributed amongst the
Legion’s predominantly Spanish ranks, and just a
few British early in the war.

Nearly all of the Legion’s officers during the war
were Spanish. Four notable exceptions were British-
Irish: Lieutenants Noel Fitzpatrick and William
Nangle, both former British army officers, who
served with the 5th Bandera; Alférez (Ensign) Peter
Kemp, fresh from Cambridge University, who
fought in the 14th Bandera and was wounded four

times; and Cecil Owen (half-Spanish) who was"

killed at the battle of the Ebro in August 1938 while
serving with the 16th Bandera.

Between January 1937 and April 1939 the
Legion’s banderas were active on nearly all of the
principal battle fronts as follows (not always for
total period):

1937
January—December. Defending the Madrid-Toledo

front. Banderas 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12 and 14.

3 January: Four Nationalist columns attacked north-
west of Madrid to cut the Corunna road. Las Rozas
occupied on 4th, Pozuelo de Alarcon on 7th and
Aravaca on 8th. Banderas 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.

6 February: Five reinforced Nationalist brigades
attacked south of Madrid towards the Valencia
road, capturing Marafiosa and Ciempozuelos on
6th. Three columns crossed the Jarama river on
11th, opposed by four Republican divisions.
Heaviest fighting was on a hill complex called the
Pingarron. Banderas 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12.
April—December: Operations in Andalusia. Bandera
1.

13 April: Republican attack on Corunna road,
north-west of Madrid. Bandera 4.

July: Operations on Aragén front. Banderas 1, 2, 4
and 13.

5 July: Three Republican corps attacked Brunete,
west of Madrid, aimed at Navalcarnero and the
Extremadura road. Troops endured intense heat
and thirst. Four Nationalist divisions recaptured
Brunete on 26th. Estimated total casualties:
Nationalists 14,000-15,000; Republicans 24,000
25,000. Banderas 1, 8§ and 13.

24 August: Republican offensive in Aragon. Belchite
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A rifle squad of the 4th Bandera occupies a communication
trench near Navalcarnero on 21 October 1936. Note cylindrical
German-type gas-mask container and Model 1913 Simson
bayonets. (Keystone Press)

occupied on 6 September. Banderas 1, 2, 4, 13 and 15.
9 September: Nationalist breakthrough in central
sector in Asturias, over rugged mountain terrain.
Cavadonga captured on 1 Oclober, Gijon occupied
on 21st. Bandera 3.

15 December: 100,000 Republican troops assembled
in Aragoén. Three corps—40,000 men—launched
attack and surrounded Teruel, defended by 10,000
Nationalists, by 22nd. Eight Nationalist divisions
counter-attacked on 24th. Offensive was halted on
31st due to worst weather conditions for 20 years;
thousands of men on both sides were victims of frost-
bite; many froze to death. Banderas 3, 13 and 15.

1938

January—December: Defending the Madrid—Toledo
front. Banderas 5, 8, 9, 10, 12 and 16.

January- june: Operations in Andalusia. Bandera
EI;

8 January: Republicans captured Teruel. National-
ist counter-offensive against Teruel was resumed
on 1oth. Battle of Alfambra commenced on j5
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February and Nationalists crossed the Alfambra river
on 17th. Teruel recaptured by Nationalists on
22nd. Banderas 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 13, 14 and 16.

9 March: Nationalist offensive in Aragén. Six corps
advanced rapidly, occupying Belchite on 10th,
Caspe on 17th, Lérida on g April and reaching
Vinaroz, on the Mediterranean coast, on 15th,
cutting Republican territory in two. Nearly 200,000
Republican troops were cut off in Catalonia.
Banderas 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17.
22 May: Nationalist operations in the Levante to
follow up the above success, aimed at Valencia.
Castellon occupied on 14 Fune. Banderas 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
6, 7, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17.

25 fuly: Republican offensive across the River Ebro
halted the Nationalist drive towards Valencia.
100,000 Republican troops were in the field. Two
corps initially crossed to the right bank and
captured 270 miles of territory from three
Nationalist divisions in six days. Troops suffered
effects of heat and thirst in very arid terrain.
Nationalist counter-attacks ruptured the Re-
publican front on g September and finally captured
heavily defended positions on high ridges called the
Pandols and the Caballs between 30 Oclober—
2 November. Republicans were driven back to the left
bank by 16th. Total casualties: Nationalists 40,000;
Republicans 70,000. Banderas 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 11,
14, 16, 17 and 18.

23 December: 300,000 men, in seven Nationalist
corps, advanced into Catalonia. Opposed by
140,000 Republicans.

1939
Nationalists captured Tarragona on 15 January and

Barcelona on 26th. The whole of Catalonia was
occupied by 10 February. 70,000 Republican troops
were taken prisoner. Banderas 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 13, 14,
15, 16, 17 and 18.

March: 400,000 Republicans were still under arms
in central Spain and the Levante. Nationalists
marched into Madrid unopposed on 28th. On goth
they advanced without resistance to Alicante and
Valencia. Almeria, Murcia and Cartagena were
occupied on gist. Nationalists had reached their
final objectives. Sector between Somosierra and the
Levante —Banderas 1, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18.
Madrid-Toledo front—Banderas 3, 5, 7, 8 and 12.
Cordoba front—Banderas 4, 6, 10 and 11. In



reserve—Banderas 2 and 9.

These brief facts and figures encompass many
desperate combats, of which there is space here to
mention only a handful:

12 February 1937: Legionaries of the 1st Bandera
on the Jarama front, embattled against 19 Russian
tanks, finally destroyed five with grenades, bottles
of petrol and dynamite.

17 February 1937: The 8th Bandera resisted the
attack of two International Brigades upon Pingar-
ron hill (Jarama). The 2gth Company fought to the
last cartridge and the last grenade before falling
back. With the arrival of the goth Company the
savage encounter was renewed, with the wounded
firing from behind the bodies of the dead, until the
Internationalists retreated under crossfire.

1011 May 1937: The 6th Bandera withstood
assault after assault by tanks and infantry upon its
positions at the Toledo bridgehead, sustaining 475
casualties (more than two-thirds) in two days.

11 July 1gy7: In attack and counter-attack at
Villafranca, during the Brunete offensive, the 13th
Bandera was decimated to the extent that the senior
surviving rank in the entire bandera was a ‘brigada’
(sergeant-major).

21 February 1938: Attacked by numerous tanks
and three battalions of carabineers during the battle
of Alfambra, the 6th Bandera, firing their machine
guns from well-entrenched positions, routed the
encmy, who left nearly 200 dead and wounded
strewn before the wire, while the bandera sustained
only three casualties.

11 March 1938: On the Aragdn front, Cpl. Renato
Zanardo of the Light Tank Group, after losing his
hand in an explosion, directed his tank to the aid of
another which had broken down and was
surrounded by the enemy. He then drove 33 miles
to reach his own lines.

22 September 1938: During the Ebro offensive, Lt.
Borghesse de Borbon led the 11th Company, 4th
Bandera, in an attack upon enemy trenches.
Wounded in the leg, the lieutenant nonetheless
leapt into a machine gun post and killed the gunner
and two servers single-handed. He then used their
machine gun to give covering fire for his advancing
platoons. The Republicans, strongly reinforced,
now fiercely counter-attacked. Lt. Borghesse de
Borbén threw grenade after grenade at the
oncoming waves of enemy, and despatched

attackers who got too close with his pistol. Then a
grenade exploded at his feet, wounding him in the
chest; but he continued to fight on, rousing his men
with cries of “Viva Espana! Viva la Legidn!” until he
finally died.

Employed as shock troops in nearly every
Nationalist oftensive, the Legion’s casualties were
always high, but so was its morale. Gen. de Bda.
Morala Casafia, a Civil War veteran of the Legion,
described to the author how in the Tremp sector of
the Catalonia front, on the night of 24 December
1938, the 13th Bandera was defending a house
between the River Segre and the Urgel canal, with
covering fire from the gth Tabor of Melilla,
positioned on the other bank of the river:

‘During the night the Reds launched continuous
attacks. It was very impressive to hear in the noise of
the battle the hymns of the Legion sung by the
heroic defenders, who were supported all the while
by the fire of the gth Tabor’s machine guns.’

On 1 April 1939 Generalisimo Franco signed a
communiqué declaring the war to be finally over.
During two years and nine months the Legion had
suffered 37,393 total casualties—7,645 dead, 28,972
wounded and 776 missing in a total of 3,042 actions.
The 1st, 4th, 11th and 15th Banderas were each
awarded a Collective Laurcate Cross of St
Ferdinand, and the 6th Bandera two such awards.
Collective Military Medals were awarded to the 1st
Bandera (two), 2nd (one), grd (two), 4th (two), 5th
(three), 6th (two), 7th (two), 16th (one), 17th (one)
and I'lamethrower Company (one). Seven In-
dividual Laureate Crosses and 155 Individual
Military Medals were also awarded.

lfni-Sahara: 1957-58

With the conclusion of the Civil War, Banderas 12
to 18 were dishanded and the Legion returned to its
original habitat in the Moroccan Protectorate. A
re-organisation of 21 December 1939 created an
Inspection (administrative headquarters) and
Depot Company in Ceuta, a Central Recruiting
Office in Madrid, and three tercios: st Tercio—1st,
2nd, grd, 1oth and 11th Banderas—HQ Tauima;
2nd Tercio—4th, 5th and 6th Banderas—HQ Dar

35



Riffien; grd Tercio—7th, 8th and gth Banderas—
HQ Larache. Each tercio also contained a heavy
weapons Mixed Group of four companies: com-
mand HQ, infantry cannons (four guns of 65/16
mm calibre), anti-tank guns (12 guns of 45 mm
calibre), and anti-aircraft machine guns (12 MGs of
20 mm calibre).

From 21 December 1943 the tercios were given
the titles of heroes who had commanded the famous
Spanish armies of the 16th and 17th centuries: the
1st Tercio was named ‘Gran Capitan’, the 2nd
‘Duque de Alba’ and the grd ‘Don Juan de Austria’.
On 1 July 1947 the dishandment of the 1oth and
rith Banderas began. A Sub-Inspection was
created on 12 August 1950 to generally supervise
organisation; and, in October of that year a 4th
Tercio was formed—titled ‘Alejandro Farnesio™—
which was eventually composed of reconstituted
1oth, 11th and 12th Banderas and a Mixed Group,
with HQ in Villa Sanjurjo.

Gen. Millan Astray died in Madrid, aged 74, 0on 1
January 1954. At his own request, his Legion cap

Legionaries of the znd Bandera quench their thirst in a pool
after marching for 72 hours across the Saguia desert in the
Spanish Sahara between 13 and 15 February 1958. (Agencia Efe)

and a single white glove were placed upon his coffin,
and on his granite headstone was inscribed:
‘Charity and pardon—Millan Astray—Legionary’.

The last campaign

The independence of Morocco was formally
recognised by France on 2 March 1956 and by
Spain on 7 April. Spain, however, retained the
northern coastal enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla and
the southern region of Ifni on the west coast. It was
in the vast Saharan territory to the south of Ifni that
a new 13th Independent Bandera of the Legion
established its headquarters at El Aaiin in July
1956. Fully organised by December, this bandera
had a command headquarters, three rifle compa-
nies, and a company of machine guns, mortars and
infantry cannons. It was linked initially to the 2nd
Tercio, and later to the grd, for administrative
purposes only.

Activists of the Moroccan extremist Istiglal party
had for some time been fomenting unrest and
carrying out terrorist acts, both in Ifni and in the
Saharan territory. The 135th Bandera was con-
sequently deployed to desert posts in the interior, as
was the 4th Bandera when it arrived in June 1957.




The 2nd and 6th Banderas made a timely arrival in
November.

During the night of 22/23 November 1957 some
2,500 Moroccan irregulars of the ‘Sahara Liberation
Army’ (few of them actually natives of Ifni-Sahara),
well-armed with automatic weapons and mortars,
launched attacks from the Agadir region which
encircled and isolated the Spanish frontier posts and
practically surrounded the capital, Sidi-Ifni. On 4
December the 6th Bandera marched to the relief of
the besieged fort of Tiliuin and, the following day,
while under fire, evacuated all military and civil
personnel to Sidi-Ifni, which they reached on the
6th. By the beginning of December 8,000 Spanish
troops concentrated in Sidi-Ifni had staved off the
threat to the capital, and the interior garrisons had
been evacuated to their coastal bases. The units of
the Legion—reinforced in February 1958 by the gth
Bandera—now undertook counter-insurgency
operations in which they marched across miles of
burning desert, often with no sign of an enemy.
When finally encountered, the rebels would fight
for a few hours and then disappear into the vast
wilderness. In most of the actions fought the
Legion’s casualties were light, but there was one
engagement with more serious results.

At 7am on 13 January 1958 the 13th Bandera set
out from El Aaitn to carry out a reconnaissance in
the Edchera zone. The 2nd Company, in vanguard,
was suddenly confronted at about 10.15 am by a
well-positioned rebel force, about 500 strong, on the
eastern margin of the dry bed of the wide Saguia el
Hamra watercourse. In a manoeuvre to cover the
left flank of the 2nd Company, the 1st Company
advanced to the edge of the Saguia. The company
commander, Capt. Jatregui, now moved forward
in his command car with his HQ personnel, and was
killed when surprised by enemy fire.

Advancing into the dunes of the Saguia, the grd
Platoon was ambushed by a rebel band. Attacked
from the front and flank by an enemy at least three
times their number, the 31 legionaries of the grd
Platoon took up defensive positions. The platoon
commander, Brigada (Sgt. Maj.) Fadrique, was
wounded in the shoulder and in the left ear as he
directed his men in constant close-quarter and
hand-to-hand fighting which drove back numerous
rebel attacks. After sustaining more than 50 per cent
casualties, Brigada Fadrique ordered the survivors

IFNI-SAHARA
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to withdraw, carrying their wounded.

Remaining behind with only two corporals and a
light machinegunner to cover the retreat, the
brigada finally ordered the two corporals also to
retire. Wounded once more in the leg, Brigada
Fadrique, armed with a sub-machine gun, and
Legionary Maderal, clutching his light machine
gun, faced a final rush of Moroccan rebels, firing to
the last and yelling ‘ Viva la Legidn!” Struck by bullets
in the stomach and head, Brigada Fadrique fell
dead, as did Legionary Maderal at his side. For
their valour both would be posthumously awarded
the Laureate Cross of St Ferdinand. More than 30
rebel bodies were later found strewn around their
position.

Under continuous bombardment from the
deployed bandera’s mortars and small arms, the
enemy force broke contact during the night. In a
reconnaissance at dawn the legionaries were able to
recover their dead. The bandera had sustained 37
dead and 50 wounded in this action, and had killed
241 rebels.

Also threatened in its neighbouring Saharan
territories of Mauritania and Algeria, the French
government had now decided to co-operate with
the Spanish in joint operations to defeat the ‘Sahara -
Liberation Army’. During February 1958 French
and Spanish aircraft launched bombing and rocket
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attacks upon enemy supply centres and caravans,
while 9,000 Spanish and 5,000 French troops
flushed out the rebels on the ground.
Commencing on 10 February, ‘Motorised Group
A’—composed of the 4th, gth and 13th Banderas,
the Santiago Cavalry Regiment and an infantry
battalion, plus artillery, and other
supporting elements—occupied the Edchera Pass
on the Saguia el Hamra, drove on to Tafurdat and
finally, on the 20th, captured the rebel stronghold
at Smara in conjunction with French forces from
Fort Trinquet. By early March the combined
offensive of Spanish Motorised Groups and French
columns had effectively defeated the ‘Sahara
Liberation Army’. The region was now considered

mortars,

Standard-bearers of the Legion attend the inauguration of a
monument to Gen. Millan Astray in his birthplace, Corunna,
on 20 September 1970, as part of the celebrations to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the founding of the
Legion. (Agencia Efe)

pacified. Legion casualties in this campaign were 55
dead, 74 wounded and one missing.

In August 1958 Tercios g and 4 were moved to
the Spanish Sahara, with headquarters in El Aaian
and Villa Cisneros respectively, and were con-
sequently to be known as Saharan Tercios. By
October the two tercios were constituted as follows:
Saharan Tercio “Don Juan de Austria’, srd of the
Legion—r7th and 8th Banderas, 1st Light Armoured
Group and a Motorised Battery. Saharan Tercio
‘Alejandro Farnesio’, 4th of the Legion—gth and 10th
Banderas, 2nd Light Armoured Group and a
Motorised Battery.

The two light armoured groups (from 1 January
1966 retitled 1st and 2nd Light Saharan Groups)
were each composed of a Headquarters Squadron
and 1st and 2nd Light Squadrons. Each group was
originally equipped with five American M2y
Chaffee light tanks (20.9 tons—%5 mm cannon, two




7.62 mm MGs and one 12.70 mm MG) and 12 M8
Greyhound armoured cars (37 mm cannon, one
7.62 mm MG and one 12.70 mm MG). In January
1966 these vehicles were replaced by French
Panhard AMIL-245 armoured cars, each group
receiving six AML-gos (go/33 mm cannon and one
7.62 mm MG) and 12 AML-6os (60 mm breach-
loading mortar and two 7.62 mm MGs). In 1970
the 1st Light Saharan Group was equipped with 19
French AMX-30 medium tanks (36 tons—105/56

mm cannon, one 7.62 mm MG and one 12.7 mm
MG) and, from 1974, French Panhard Mg/VTT
armoured transports (two 7.62 mm MGs) were
supplied to both groups.

The Motorised Batteries each had four howitzers
of 105/11 mm calibre mounted in Canadian GMC-
15TA  armoured transports. An army re-
organisation at the beginning of 1964 disbanded
these batteries.

The 1st Company, 4th Bandera marches past in Madrid in
June 1973 during Franco’s annual Victory Parade; as
witnessed by the author, the Legion was warmly applauded by
the large crowds lining the route. The company banderin—small
flag—displays the red Burgundy cross on a yellow ground.

(Below)

A motorised detachment of the June 1973 parade. The officer
standing in the vehicle at far right holds the standard of the
2nd Tercio, showing on its reverse side the Legion emblem on
a black ground bordered with yellow. (Author’s photo)
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Fond of a Misston: 196176

With Moroccan independence, the Legion’s mis-
sion in the Protectorate drew to a close. On 28
February 1961 the 4th Bandera handed over to the
Royal Moroccan Army the beautiful quarters and
gardens of the Legion’s first depot at Dar Riffien,
founded by Franco and his 1st Bandera more than
40 years before. That same day the 3rd Bandera
relinquished the equally lovely base at Tauima.
The 1st and 2nd Tercios now moved to their new
headquarters in the retained Spanish coastal
enclaves of Melilla and Ceuta.

Both Morocco and Mauritania laid claim to the
Spanish Sahara, but there were few internal
disorders in the territory during the 1960s. The 13th
Bandera was disbanded in June 1969, following the
transfer of Ifni to Morocco. In the early 1g70s there
were sporadic disturbances in the Spanish Sahara,
during which the Legion suffered only three
casualties. An acute crisis arose in October 1975
when the Moroccan King Hassan II organised the
‘Green March’ of 250,000 unarmed people, who
marched from Agadir with the expressed intention
of peacefully occupying the Saharan territory. The
grd Tercio, based at El Aaiun, and the 4th, at
Edchera (HQ still at Villa Cisneros in the south),
stood ready behind the border minefields. For-
tunately, at the last moment, the marchers turned
back; and on 11 November the Spanish govern-
ment passed a law to decolonise their Saharan
territory, to take effect from 28 February 1976.
The Saharan 4th Tercio ‘Alejandro Farnesio’, in camouflage-
patterned uniforms, parades in honour of the Captain-General

of the Canary Islands during his visit to Edchera, Spanish
Sahara in 1975. (Agencia Efe)
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At 5.25 am on 20 November 1975 Francisco
Franco died. Three days later the co-founder of the
Legion—and the absolute ruler who had transfor-
med a backward, strife-torn and poverty-stricken
land into a modern nation which, if politically
stagnant, at least enjoyed real peace and
prosperity—was laid to rest in the basilica of the
Valley of the Fallen in the Guadarrama mountains.
Many legionaries and ex-legionaries were among
the hundreds of thousands who attended both the
lying-in-state and funeral ceremonies.

Withdrawal from the Sahara in February 1976
ended the Legion’s mission in Spanish Africa, and
meant the disbandment of the 4th Tercio. Despite
calls from some quarters for its total abolition, the
Legion survived to celebrate its 6oth anniversary in
September 1980 and, at the time of writing, still
exists. It is deployed as follows: Tercio “Gran Capitdn’,
15t of the Legion—1st, 2nd and grd Banderas—HQ
Melilla; 7 ercio “ Duque de Alba’, 2nd of the Legion—4th,
5th and 6th Banderas—HQ) Ceuta; Tercio ‘Don Juan
de Austria’, grd of the Legion—7th and 8th Banderas
and 1st Light Group—HQ) Fuerteventura, Canary
Islands.

During recent decades volunteers for the Legion
have been largely young Spaniards who prefer a
two-year enlistment in this élite corps to serving 18
months ‘mili’-conscription. ‘Foreign’ elements—
who must enlist for the normal three years—have
been principally from the European continent and
black Africa, with a very few Americans and British
(who sometimes have been unable to accept the
hard life, and have tried to desert). As stated in a
Legion recruiting pamphlet—"Here there is only
room for the valiant!’




1 1ie Plates

Ar: Corporal, 1921—27

This is the Legion’s first regulation campaign
uniform of khaki-green ‘guerrera’ tunic, and
‘granadero’ breeches buttoning from knee to ankle.
The sandals originally worn were soon discarded in
favour of the white canvas ankle-boots (alpargatas)
worn by the Moroccan Regulares. Three red
chevrons of rank are displayed diagonally on the
corporal’s lower sleeves and vertically on the right
side of his ‘tsabelino’ forage cap—so named after the
caps worn by the soldiers of Queen Isabel IT. The
cap is piped in red, with a red tassel on the forward
peak. The Legion’s emblem of pike, harquebus
and cross-bow with a crown superimposed—
representing the arms used by the Spanish tercios of
the 16th and 17th centuries—is displayed on the
shoulder-straps. Canvas Mills equipment, used in
World War I, was purchased from the British in
Gibraltar. His rifle is the 1913 version of the Spanish
7 mm Model 93 Mauser.

Az: Lieutenant, 1921—27

Wearing the same basic uniform, and with an
officer’s set of Mills equipment, this lieutenant has
officer’s red and gold piping and tassel on his
“isabelino’ cap. His exact rank—teniente—is shown by
the two six-pointed gold stars beneath a crown on
the front of the cap and on each of his cuffs. He has
gold piping on his shoulder-straps; the collar of the
grey-green shirt is worn outside the tunic. His
holstered pistol would be a Spanish g mm Astra
Model 400 automatic, with an eight-round
magazine.

Asg: Legionary, 1921—25

Summer campaign uniform consisted of the grey-
green shirt with rolled sleeves; khaki-green bree-
ches, worn by this legionary with puttees wound
around the lower legs; and white canvas boots. Note
that the original Legion shirt had neither pockets
nor shoulder-straps, both of which were added in
1926. The green drill slouch hat, with the Legion
emblem embroidered on the front, gave good
protection from the sun. In his ammunition pouches
the legionary would have 210 cartridges (as
opposed to the normal infantry supply of 150) for

Command bugler of the Saharan 3rd Tercio ‘Don Juan de
Austria’ sounds a call on the ‘cornelin’ (small bugle) at El Aaian,
Spanish Sahara in 1975. Behind the three red corporal’s tapes
above his pocket is a patch with a Burgundy cross in white and
black, indicating that his unit is Headquarters, grd Tercio.
(Agencia Efe)

his five-shot Mgg rifle, complete with Model 1913
Simson bayonet. Cold rations were carried in a side-
pack, and on longer operations he would carry a
rolled blanket and individual tent slung, bandolier-
fashion, from right shoulder to left side.

Ay: Standard of the 1st Bandera

On a black ground is the coat-of-arms of the House
of Burgundy—two wild boars biting an oak bough.
Battle honours are recorded on ribbons suspended
from the spearhead.

Bi: Standard-bearer, 5 October 1927

This lieutenant is depicted at the ceremony at Dar
Riffien when Queen Victoria Eugenia presented
the Legion with its first national standard. He wears
khaki-green parade uniform, with three gold
wound chevrons displayed on his left upper sleeve.
From left shoulder to right side is slung a red and
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Field Mass in the barracks of the 3rd Tercio in Fuerteventura,
Canary Islands during a visit by President Suarez in 1978. Note
the ram mascot near the far left. (Agencia Efe)

gold bandolier and ‘bucket’ to support the
standard. The bandolier covers the decorations on
his chest, but identifiable is the Cross of Maria
Cristina on his left pocket. Note the large spur-
leathers of antique design, recalling the fashion of
the 17th century.

Bz2: The Legion’s first national standard, 1927—31

The Queen of Spain and her ladies-in-waiting
embroidered this red and gold national standard.
In the two top corners are shown the royal ciphers of
King Alfonso XIII and Queen Victoria Eugenia,
and in the bottom corners the two Collective
Military Medals awarded to the entire Legion for
distinguished actions in the Melilla region in July
1921 and from 28 May to 5 June 1923. Surrounding
the royal coat-of-arms is embroidered the Legion’s
rallying-cry ‘Legionaries to fight—legionaries to
die’.

B3: Comandante, October 1934

The rank of comandante (major) is shown by the
eight-pointed gold star on the front of the red-and-
gold-piped ‘“isabelino’, which has a gold tassel. Since
the advent of the Republic in 1951 the royal crown
was removed from officers’ caps and from the
Legion’s emblem, which is shown here on a
diamond-shaped patch on the comandante’s chest
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and also on the metal buckle plate of his brown
leather belt. The left upper sleeve of his grey
jersey—a very suitable piece of field uniform in the
cold climate of Asturias during the October
revolution —displays two gold wound chevrons,
while the lower sleeve bears the badge of the
Collective Military Medal.

Cr: Colonel Juan Yagiie, September 1936

Depicted at the time of his appointment as Colonel
Inspector of the Legion, he is clad in grey-green
Legion shirt—now with pleated pockets and
shoulder straps—light khaki breeches and black
boots. Yagiie displays the Legion emblem on the
buckle-plate of his belt; and the three eight-pointed
gold stars of a coronel, both on his red-and-gold-
piped, gold-tasselled cap and on the black patch—
‘galleta’—above his left pocket.

C2: Lieutenant-Colonel Francisco Franco, May 1924
Portrayed here as commanding officer of the
Legion, mounted on his white horse en route to
relieve the encircled outpost of Tizzi Asa, Franco
wears the two eight-pointed gold stars of teniente
coronel both on his cap and on his cuff beneath the
badge of the Collective Military Medal. A Moorish
turban is worn as a desert scarf.

(3: Brigadier-General José Milldn Astray, 1937
Retaining the title of Honorary Colonel of the
Legion, Millan Astray wears an ‘zsabelino’ with the



gold piping, tassel and embroidery of his general’s
rank, and has the Legion emblem on the shoulder
straps of his shirt. On his chest, from left to right, are
pinned the Individual Military Medal; the Medal
of Suffering for the Country, for those wounded by
enemy fire (of which he had a special award
bordered in diamonds) with four clasps; and the
Mutlated by War for the Country award—only
three of the many decorations to which he was
entitled. Around his waist is his general’s red sash
with gold tassels.

Di: Legionary, 1936

With the outbreak of the Civil War the Legion
emblem began to appear on the front of the forage
cap. Otherwise summer campaign uniform re-
mained the same as had been worn in Morocco.
The Spanish Model g3 Mauser rifle was still the
usual weapon, largely replaced later in the war by
Czech 7.92 mm Mauser carbines taken from the
enemy. Brown leather ammunition pouches and
belts had begun to replace the canvas Mills
equipment during the Alhucemas operations of
1925. An aluminium water-bottle in a green cloth
cover is worn at the right hip. The leather strap
adorned with bullets, worn around the legionary’s
left wrist, was a popular and purely ornamental
affectation.

D2: Captain, Tank Bandera, 1937

In summer ‘walking out’ uniform, this officer wears
the black beret with silver metal skull-and-
crossbones badge of all Nationalist armoured units,
and above his right breast pocket is the silver metal
badge of tank personnel. The three six-pointed gold
stars of a capitdn are displayed on the black patch
above his left pocket. Otherwise he wears the grey-
green shirt, green breeches, black leather boots and
white gloves of Legion officers in the infantry
banderas.

D3: Sergeant, 1938

In February 1938 a new winter campaign uniform
was issued, consisting of a short ‘cazadora’ blouse,
which buttoned to the neck and at the wrists, and
‘bombacho’ trousers, which fastened above the ankles,
both of green serge. The sargento depicted also wears
the normal forage cap. The leather equipment is
now black, as are the new calf-length leather boots,

Lt.Gen. Merry Gordon inspects the 2nd Tercio in Ceuta on 20
September 1980, during a ceremony to celebrate the 6oth
anniversary of the founding of the Legion. (Agencia Efe)

with two-strap upper flaps buckling outside the
ankle. His sergeant’s insignia of three gold tapes is
shown above his left breast pocket and also on the
right side of his forage cap, while on his left upper
sleeve is the shield of the 150th Moroccan Division.
The sub-machine gun is a Spanish copy of the
German g mm MP 28 IT (rate of fire 600 rounds per
minute).

Er: Colonel, 1945

A leather chin-strap was added to the forage cap
soon after the Civil War, first by the motorised
units, then by the entire Legion. This colonel is
dressed in green service uniform, with his three
eight-pointed gold rank stars shown on the gold-
piped cuffs of his tunic, which also bears the Legion
emblem on the gold-edged shoulder-straps. On the
right breast pocket can be seen the metal and
enamel emblem of the Regulares, in which corps the
colonel has previously served for 14 years, as shown
by the ‘permanency bars’ beneath the emblem—
two gold (five years each) and four red (one year
each). Permanency bars—similarly added to the
Legion emblem-—were worn only by personnel who
had seen action with the unit concerned.
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The znd Tercio marches past Lt.Gen. Merry Gordon (taking
the salute) in Ceuta. Note Z-70B sub-machine guns slung
diagonally across the men’s backs. (Agencia Efe)

Ez: Lieutenant-Colonel, 1945

Full dress uniforms for officers and warrant officers
were coloured khaki from 1943. This senior officer
wears the ‘teresiana’ cap—originally that of the light
infantry battalions, but adopted by the Legion
during its formative period for ‘walking out’ and
parades—which has piping, a strap and a button at
the front above crossed rifles with an eight-pointed
rank star on each side, all in gold. On his left upper
sleeve is a gold wound chevron, and on the forearm
the badge of the Collective Military Medal. The
Legion emblem is shown on the red diamond-
shaped metal badges on his collar points. On his
right upper sleeve is the red and gold shield worn by
veterans of the Spanish ‘Blue Division” which fought
in Russia from 1941-43%. This also explains the
Iron Cross 1st Class on his right breast pocket.
Decorations on his left breast are (left to right) the
Individual Military Medal; the Medal of Suffering

1See MAA 103, Germany's Spanish Volunteers 1941—45
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for the Country (wounded by enemy fire) with one
clasp; the Campaign Medal 1936—39; and the Blue
Division Campaign Medal. Below is the War Cross
1936-39. The gold waist belt, authorised in 1943,
displays the emblem of the Spanish Ground Forces
on the buckle plate and supports his sword, while
from right shoulder to left side is slung the red Sash
of Victory, authorised in 1940 to commemorate the
1936-39 ‘Crusade’. This uniform is worn with a
white shirt and black tie.

E3, 4. 5 and 6illustrate the command flags of Tercios
1, 2, 3 and 4 respectively.

Fr1: Legionary, 195758

Commencing operations in Ifni-Sahara in Novem-
ber 1957, legionaries wore the new green tabardo
coat with gold buttons, first authorised in 1955,
with grey-green trousers and white canvas boots.
The Legion emblem is shown on the forage cap, on
the red metal badges on the coat collar points, and
on the gold buckle plate of the waist belt. The black
leather belt across his chest supports a satchel slung



on the back. He is armed with a Spanish g mm Star
Model Z-45 sub-machine gun (rate of fire 400-500

rpm).

F2: Captain, 13th Independent Bandera, 1958

In grey-green shirt and breeches and black leather
boots, this officer wears a green visored cap with a
pale green ‘siroquera’ cloth, worn as protection
against the fierce, hot, south-east wind called the
‘sirocco’, which fills the mouth, nose, ears and eyes
with sand—hence also the goggles. The three six-
pointed gold stars of captain’s rank are worn above
his left pocket on a green patch with a red diagonal
Burgundy cross, indicating that his unit is the 13th
Independent Bandera. His pistol is the Spanish g
mm Super Star which has a nine-round magazine.

F3: Legionary, Saharan Tercio, 1966—70

This legionary of the grd or 4th Tercio wears a
green visored cap and ‘siroquera’, with goggles
fastened around the crown; a grey-green shirt,
green shorts and stockings, light brown open-toed
sandals, and black leather equipment with a gold
buckle plate bearing the Legion’s emblem. The
small leather ‘lengiieta’ (‘tongue’) suspended from
the button of the right pocket displays a legionary’s
head and Legion emblem. These adornments
became popular in the Saharan Tercios around
1966, and there were soon many unit varieties. His

rifle is the Spanish CETME Model 58, with a 20-
round detachable box magazine (rate of fire: single
shots 40 rpm; up to 650 rpm on fully automatic).

Gi: Standard-bearer, 2nd Bandera, 1st Tercio ‘Gran
Capatan’, 1980

Summer parade uniform for this sergeant consists of
normal Legion forage cap and shirt, Model 1973
trousers with two flapped side pockets on each leg,
canvas belts, white gloves, and black leather calf-
length boots now with three buckled straps at the
side. His three gold tapes of rank are displayed on a
red (colour of the 2nd Bandera) patch above his left
breast pocket, and on the right side of his cap. The
Legion emblem (with a crown once more, since the
coronation of King Juan Carlos in November 1975)
is shown on his cap and shoulder straps. On his right
upper sleeve is the shield of the 1st Tercio. His red
and gold bandolier, with ‘bucket’, is slung from his
left shoulder to his right side. The flag of the 2nd
Bandera comprises the coat-of-arms of the House of
Habsburg—a black double-headed eagle on a red
ground. This emblem is also displayed on his leather
‘lengiieta’.

(Left) “Isabeling® forage cap from the period following the Civil
War. (Centre) Visored cap, post-1975, of type first introduced
during the campaign of Ifni-Sahara. (Right) Recent example of
forage cap. All three display the Legion emblem with (centre
and right) a royal crown. (Author’s collection)
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~Collectors of militaria should note that the shield on the right

sleeve, and the rank patch above the left pocket identify this
shirt to a lieutenant of the Legion’s Special Operations Unit
(see Plate Hz). The metal Special Operations course badge
pinned on the left pocket is normally worn above the right
pocket. Displayed there instead is a parachutist’s brevet,
showing that the lieutenant is a former paratrooper. However,
the wearing of the Parachute Brigade emblem on the left
sleeve is anomalous, and the metal badge for 25 parachute
jumps, above the rank patch, should in fact be worn on the left
upper sleeve. The ‘lengici’ on the right pocket correctly
displays the emblem of the Sub-Inspection of the Legion.
(Author’s collection)

Gz: Lieutenant, 5th Bandera, 2nd Tercio ‘ Dugue de Alba’,
1970

Note two six-pointed gold rank stars on the front of
his ‘isabelino’, which also displays the company-
grade officer’s red and gold piping and tassel; and
on the yellow (colour of the 5th Bandera) patch
above his left breast pocket. This lieutenant wears a
light grey-green summer ‘campaign and manoe-
uvres’ uniform and black leather belts, holster and
buckled boots. Note that, even on manoeuvres, a
Legion officer wears white gloves. Slung on his
back, over his pack, is a rolled canvas campaign
tent.
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G3: Pioneer Corporal, 4th Bandera, 2nd Tercio * Duque de
Alba’, June 1973
Each bandera has a pioneer squad consisting of a
corporal and six legionaries (1st class). Marching in
the annual Civil War victory parade in Madrid,
this pioneer corporal of the 4th Bandera wears
summer parade uniform, a black leather belt with
gold Legion emblem on the buckle plate, and a
black leather bandolier to support the hand-saw
slung behind his right shoulder. (Pioneer legionaries
carry picks or shovels.) The three red tapes of his
rank are worn on the right side of his cap and on the
red (colour of the 4th Bandera) patch above his left
breast pocket. The ornamental shoulder-knots of
red braided and tasselled cords pass from his left
shoulder to his right. The oval metal plate on the
bandolier shows the emblem of the 4th Bandera—
the gold crucified Christ of Don Juan de Austria at
the battle of Lepanto, on a red ground. This
emblem appears again, with a gold Legion device,
on a red background in a gold rim, on his left upper
sleeve. On his right sleeve is the shield of the 2nd



Tercio. At this time (1979) the gauntlets of 4th
Bandera pioneers were white, though they changed
to red shortly after. His right shoulder supports a
Spanish CETME Model 68 rifle, modified to take
the NATO 7.62 mm round in place of the lighter
round of the Model 58.

On parade the pioneers are accompanied by a
ram mascot adorned with an embroidered blanket
in the colour of the bandera, and with its horns and
hooves gilded. The ram is not led, but walks free—
in perfect step with the soldiers!

Hi: Legionary, Saharan Tercio 1975
Camouflage-patterned uniforms were first worn by
the Saharan Tercios at the beginning of 1975. Note
that the visored cap is still green (as also was the
‘siroquera’, when worn, until late in that year). He
wears black leather buckled boots, and webbing
belts and ammunition pouches for his CETME
Model 68 rifle. The only insignia worn is the Legion
emblem on his cap.

Hz: Lieutenant, Special Operations Umit, 1948
The Special Operations Unit, based in Ronda

(Left to right, top row) Medal issued upon declaration of peace
in Morocco, 1927; medal for the National Rising, July 1936;
medal for the Campaign 1936 39 (Civil War); medal for the
Campaign of Ifni-Sahara, 195758 (other ranks). (Bottom row)
Legion permanency badge, pre-November 1975, with three red
bars signifying three years’ service; metal collar insignia of
same period; Special Operations badge (other ranks); Special
Operations badge (officers). (Author’s collection)

(Province of Malaga), has officially replaced the
unofficial Special Operations Platoons (see H3). In
summer ‘formations and guards’ uniform, this
licutenant is clad in forage cap, short-sleeved shirt
and Model 1973 trousers, webbing belt and holster,
black leather buckled beots and white gloves. On
his right sleeve is the Legion Special Operations
Unit shield and on his left the metal badge for 25
parachute jumps which, with his parachutist’s
brevet worn above the right pocket, shows the
lieutenant to be an ex-paratrooper. Above the left
pocket is a green patch bearing the Legion emblem
and two gold rank stars. Pinned on his left pocket is
the metal Special Operations course badge
(officer’s), while suspended from the button of the
right pocket is a ‘lengiieta’ with the emblem of the
Sub-Inspection (organisational HQ) of the Legion.
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Hs: Corporal, Special Operations Platoon, 1976
In about 1970, Special Operations Platoons were
formed in the banderas on an unofficial basis, to

train in guerrilla and counter-guerrilla warfare.

This corporal displays the short ‘camisola’ blouse
(worn by paratroops since 1955, and adopted by
the Legion in their own green shade in 1967), and
Model 1974 trousers. The Legion emblem is

displayed on his visored cap and shoulder straps
and on the green patch above his left breast pocket,
which also bears the three red tapes of rank and his
name. Being a former paratrooper entitles him to
wear his parachutist’s brevet above the right
pocket. His webbing belt supports ammunition
pouches for his Spanish 9 mm Star Z-70B sub-
machine gun (rate of fire 550 rpm).

Notes sur les planches en couleur

Ax Premier modéle de 'uniforme de campagne. Notez insigne de la Légion sur
les pattes d’épaule; insignes de rang sur 'avant-bras et le c6té du calot et matériel
de ceinturon et cartouchiére en toile britannique de I'époque 1914-18. A2 La
lisiére et le gland du calot permettent de reconnaitre un officier; le rang exact est
montré par les étoiles d’or du calot et des manchettes. Ag Uniforme de campagne
d’été, avec manches de chemise roulées et chapeau rabattu brodé de I'insigne de la

Légion. Ag Armoiries, Maison de Bourgogne.

B1 Uniforme de parade vert kaki, porté pour la cérémonie durant laquelle la
Reine présenta le premier étendard de la Légion. Chevrons de blessé or sur la
manche gauche. B2 Etendard présenté durant cette cérémonie, avec les chiffres
royaux d’Alfonse XIII et de Victoria Eugénie; médailles militaires collectives
obtenues par la Légion au Maroc et devise de ralliement ‘les légionnaires doivent
se battre—les légionnaires doivent mourir’. B3 Le rang est montré par I'étoile a
huit branches du calot et le gland doré. Deux chevrons de blessé et la médaille
militaire collective sont portés sur la manche du tricot gris, vétement utile des
campagnes d’hiver.

Cx Présenté au moment de sa nomination comme colonel-inspecteur de la
Légion; les pantalons kaki clair ne font pas partie de la tenue réglementaire de la
Légion. C2 Uniforme de campagne habituel, avec étoiles de rang sur le calot et les
manchettes et un turban musulman porté comme écharpe de désert. Cg
Uniforme de Colonel Honoraire de la Légion; décorations de calot d’officier
général, insigne de la Légion sur les pattes d’épaule, écharpe d’officier général et
trois des médailles auxquelles il avait droit.

D1 L'insigne de la Légion est maintenant porté a 'avant du calot. L’équipement
personnel en cuir commenga a remplacer le type en toile de sangle a partir de
1925. L'uniforme est par ailleurs tel qu'il était durant la guerre du Rif. Dz
Uniforme ‘de sortie’ d’été, avec le béret, I'insigne de béret et I'insigne de poitrine
des unités de chars ajoutés a Puniforme de l'officier d’infanterie. D3 Le nouvel
uniforme de 1938: courte veste cazadora et pantalons larges et long bombacho,
équipement en cuir noir et bottes a revers de cheville 4 boucle. Insigne de la 150e
division marocaine sur la manche gauche.

E1 Jugulaire ajoutée au calot juste apres la guerre civile. Cet officier, en uniforme
de service ordinaire, porte sur le sein droit 'embléme des Regulares, avec des
barrettes témoignant de 14 ans de service dans cette unité avant son transfert a la
Légion. E2 Tenue d'uniforme compléte, avec képi teresiana, insignes de col de la
légion et insignes de la manche droite des vétérans de la Division bleue de Russie,
ce qui explique le mélange des décorations de la guerre civile espagnole et des
décorations allemandes. E3—6 Drapeaux des Tercios 1—4.

F1 Veste tabardo type 1933 avec insignes de la Légion sur le col. La courroie noire
sur la poitrine soutient une besace sur le dos. L’arme est la mitraillette Star Z-45.
F2 13¢ Bandera reconnue par les couleurs de I'écusson de poitrine qui porte des
étoiles de rang. L’écharpe de téte de désert—"siroquera’—est portée sur le nouveau
képi de campagne a visiére. F3 La ‘languette’ en cuir portée sur le sein droit,
portant 'embléme de la Légion ou de I'unité, devint populaire a cette époque.
L’arme est le fusil CETME M58.

Gi Uniforme de parade d’été, avec pantalons M 1973 comportant des poches sur
les jambes; les ornements de parade rouges permettent de reconnaitre la 2e
Bandera; insignes de manche de la lere Tercio et étendard de Bandera, avec
armoiries de la Maison de Hapsbourg. G2 Tenue des manoeuvres d’été; notez
Iécusson a fond jaune (5e Bandera) pour les étoiles de rang et les gants blancs
portés méme avec cet uniforme. G3 Chaque bandera posséde un esquadron de
pionniers de cérémonie consistant en un caporal—qui porte une scie—et six
soldats portant des pioches et des pelles. Uniforme de parade d’été avec signes
distinctifs des pionniers complexes, du rouge de cette bandera, et les insignes de
manche du 2¢ Tercio.

Hir Les uniformes de camouflage firent leur apparition dans les Tercios du Sahara
en 1975, portés avec le képi a visiére vert notez les sangles en toile pour le fusil
CETME M68. Hz Tenue de service d’été. Sur la manche droite, I'insigne de
peloton Opérations Spéciales de la Légion; sur le sein droit, “ailes’ de parachutiste,
sur le sein gauche, écusson vert des unités d’Opérations Spéciales avec insigne de
la Légion et étoiles de rang; au-dessous, insigne de qualification pour Opérations
Spéciales. Hg Blouse camisola portée dans le vert de la Légion depuis 1967; insigne
de la Légion sur le képi a visiere et pattes d’épaule; écusson de poitrine vert
(Opérations Spéciales) portant le nom, les galons de rang et 'insigne de la Légion;
insigne de parachutiste comme a Hz: Notez la mitraillette Z-70B et les
cartouchiéres pour celle-ci.
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Farbtafeln

Ax Die erste offizielle Felduniform. Beachten Sie das Abzeichen der Legion auf
den Schulterstreifen, die Ranginsignien auf dem Armel und auf der Feldmiitze
sowie die britische Gurtelpatronentasche aus Segeltuch aus den Jahren 1g14-18.
Az Rot-goldene Biesen und Quasten an der Feldmiitze bezeichnen einen Offizier.
Seinen genauen Rang erkennt man an den goldenen Sternen an der Feldmiitze
und an den Manschetten. Ag Sommer-Feldzuguniform mit hochgekrempelten
Hemdsiarmeln und Hut mit aufgesticktem Legionsabzeichen. A4 Wappen des
Hauses Burgund.

Bx Khaki-griine Paradeuniform, dic Soldaten bei der Feier trugen, auf der die
Konigin die erste Nationalflagge der Legion iiberreichte. Am linken Armel
goldene, gewundene Winkel. B2 Die bei dieser Feier iiberreichte Flagge mit dem
koniglichen Monogramm von Alfonso XIIT und Victoria Eugenia. Kollektiv-
Militirmedaillen, die die Legion in Marokko errungen hat. Das Motto der
Legion ‘Legiondre, um zu kimpfen—Legionire, um zu sterben’. B3 Der
achtzackige Stern auf der Feldmutze und die goldene Quaste zeigen den Rang
an. Zwei gewundene Winkel und Kollektiv-Militarmedaille am Armel der
grauen Jersey-Uniform, die fir den Winter sehr praktisch war,

Ci Ein Soldat bei seiner Emennung zum Oberstinspekteur der Legion. Die helle,
khakifarbene Reithose gehért nicht zur reguliren Legionsuniform. Gz Die alte
Feldzuguniform mit Rangsternen an Feldmiitze und Manschetten und ein
maurischer Turban, der als Wiistenschal dient. C3 Die Uniform des Ehrenoberst
der Legion: ibliche Offiziersauszeichnungen an der Feldmiitze, Legionsab-
zeichen an den Schulterstreifen, Offiziersschiirpe und drei der vielen Medaillen,
die er tragen durfte,

D1 Hier ist das Legionsabzeichen vorn auf der Feldmiitze. Das persénliche
Zubehér aus Leder ersetzte nach und nach das gewebte Material aus dem Jahre
1925. Sonst ist die Uniform dieselbe wie im Rif-Krieg. D2 Sommer-Ausgeh-
Uniform mit Kappe, Kappenabzeichen und Brustabzeichen der Panzereinheiten
sowie Offiziersuniform der Infanterie. Dg Die neue Uniform von 1938: kurze
Cazadora-Jacke und lange, weite Bombacho-Hose, schwarze Lederausristung und
Stiefel mit beschnallten Laschen. Insignien der 150. Marokkanischen Division
am linken Armel.

Eix Kurz nach dem Biirgerkrieg eingefiihrte Feldmiitze mit Kinnriemen. Dieser
Offizier in normaler Uniform triagt das Emblem der Regulares rechts auf der Brust
sowie Streifen, die 14 Jahre Dienstzeit bei dieser Einheit anzeigen, bevor er zur
Legion kam. Ez Volle Paradeuniform mit Teresiana-Miitze, Kragenabzeichen
der Legion und Insignien der Veteranen der ‘Blauen Division” in Russland am
Armel, was die Mischung von deutschen und spanischen Biirgerkriegsaus-
zeichnungen erklirt, E3-6 Flaggen der 1.—4. Tercios.

Fx Tabardo-Jacke aus dem Jahre 1955, sowie Legionsabzeichen am Kragen, Der
schwarze Riemen quer iiber der Brust halt eine Tasche auf dem Riicken. Die
Walle ist eine Star-Z45-Maschinenpistole. Fz Die 13. Bandera erkennt man an den
Farben des Brustabzeichens mit Rangsternen. Das Wiistenkopftuch “Siroquera’
trugen Soldaten iiber der neuen Feldmiitze mit Sichtschutz. Fg Die lederne
“Zunge’ auf der rechten Brust mit Emblem der Legion bzw. Einheit war zu diesem
Zeitpunkt sehr beliebt. Die Walffe ist ein CETME-M58-Gewehr.

Gr Sommer-Paradeuniform mit M1g73-Hose. Rote Paradeverzierung, typisch
fiir dic 2. Bandera. Armelinsignien der 1. Tercio, Bandera-Flagge sowie Wappen des
Hauses Hapsburg. G2 Sommer-Manéveruniform. Beachten Sie das gelbe
Hintergrundabzeichen (5. Bandera) fiir Rangsterne sowie weisse Handschuhe. Gg
Jede Bandera hat eine zeremonielle Pionierschwadron, bestehend aus einem
Obergefreitem, der eine Sage tragt, sowie sechs Soldaten mit Spitzhacke und
Schaufel. Sommer-Paradeuniform mit Pioniersmerkmalen auf rotem Hinter-
grund dieser Bandera sowie Armelinsignien der 2. Tercio.

Hx Tarnuniform der Tercios 1975 in der Sahara mit griner Feldmutze und
Sichtschutz. Beachten Sie das gewebte Zubehor fiir das CETME-M68-Gewehr,
Hz Sommerdienstkleidung. Am rechten Armel Insignien des Zugs fir
Sonderaulgaben der Legion. Auf der Brust rechts ‘Fliigel” der Fallschirmjager
und links das griine Abzeichen der Einheit fiir Sonderaufgaben mit
Legionsabzeichen und Rangsternen. Darunter Qualifikationsabzeichen fir
Sonderaufgaben. Hg Grines Camisola-Hemd, das die Legion seit 1967 triigt.
Legionsabzeichen auf der Mitze mit Sichtschutz und auf den Schulterstreifen.
Grines Brustabzeichen (Sonderaufgaben) mit Name, Rangstreifen und
Legionsabzeichen. Insignien des Fallschirmjiigers wie Hz. Beachten Sie die Z-
70B-Maschinenpistole sowie gewebte Beuteltaschen fiir Magazine.
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(127) THE ISRAELI ARMY IN THE MIDDLE EAST WARS 194873
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(108) BRITISH INFANTRY EQUIPMENTS 190880
(138) BRITISH CAVALRY EQUIPMENTS 18001941
(157) FLAK JACKETS

(123) THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY AT WAR 1899-1975
(161) THE SPANISH FOREIGN LEGION

 (£3.95 net
¥ in U.K. only)

T T g e T




	forside.jpg
	Image1.jpg
	Image2.jpg
	Image3.jpg
	Image4.jpg
	Image5.jpg
	Image6.jpg
	Image7.jpg
	Image8.jpg
	Image9.jpg
	Image10.jpg
	Image11.jpg
	Image12.jpg
	Image13.jpg
	Image14.jpg
	Image15.jpg
	Image16.jpg
	Image17.jpg
	Image18.jpg
	Image19.jpg
	Image20.jpg
	Image21.jpg
	Image22.jpg
	Image23.jpg
	Image24.jpg
	Image25.jpg
	Image26.jpg
	Image27.jpg
	Image28.jpg
	Image29.jpg
	Image30.jpg
	Image31.jpg
	Image32.jpg
	Image33.jpg
	Image34.jpg
	Image35.jpg
	Image36.jpg
	Image37.jpg
	Image38.jpg
	Image39.jpg
	Image40.jpg
	Image41.jpg
	Image42.jpg
	Image43.jpg
	Image44.jpg
	Image45.jpg
	Image46.jpg
	Image47.jpg
	Image48.jpg
	Image50.jpg

