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'Ilte !ollirfff'lt!:'O/r

TIle years sno 323 B.C. w("'rc> a 1X,:riod uf intcllS("
mililal) acti\'ilY in till" '·;l.~l<·Tn ~1t'clil("rr:tIlc;1Il :mel
Asia Minor. 'nu.' COIl1I.).It:UIl~. whethel" they w("n'
involved in p<'uy intcr·slatc· cOllfli(-IS or thc
oppressive wOlrmoll~"riIlK :ul(l irnp("riOlli:.m of tile'

Pcnians :lnd ~l:t("c"{lol1i:llls. flume! tlu- ((lrtunes of
\olaf erratic ;md "iclury olicil ('pln-lIlt'ml.

In the C:lrI~ finh Cellillf) !l.C. "ncr lhe filII of the:
Lydian F:mpirc, thl" I>('rsian wnrs hq';i11l as an
idrological ronflie!' !tnl/-thl IWI\\,«:ell ;, tyrannic.al
mighty ('mpire .mel .1 proud dcmocr,nic' freedom·
Io\'ing pt."oplc. 'l1lC: il1HlH,,'diatc' ColliS(' was the rcyoh
of the Creek cities in Ionia, alollJ.t the centra) co...st

of wt."Stcm Asia tl.linor, undcr II\(' \c';'dcrship of
Arista~-oras.An urgent appeal for ;tid was answcn:d
b)' both Ath("n and thc small citysl:lte ofEretria on
the island of F.\Ibot~a; Athens supplit-d twenty~fh'c

ships. Spart;l, the ~r("at('St military power within
the Ilellt'llie.' \"orld, had no great liking for dislalll
expeditions and, I:lc:king any grc;tI knowlcdKc of
l·...Cllts oUlside her o\\'n Europc'an Gn'(.'cc, reruscd
hdp_ In lhe spring of 4gB H.C. Ihe Ionian forces,
strcngthC'lwd b) tht, !'onlingellls from the othcr
citit,.-s. ;ul"all("cd from F.pIWSll_'l Itl\\';lrds Sardis,
\\'hich lhl') captured and dl.'Str<lYt,.'C1. For some
reason thl' AlIlenian contingent \\'as thcn ordered

I, Relief abowi", tile .rcloer-bodys...rd or Oari.... tile
'Imononala·. n- lipl-.did 6pru were onade ... col_rftol
~lazed briclla aad dKOO'IUed lhe -0" of the Palace or s....._
(The Pu,",polia)
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ll. Del&il from aQ Attic marble relief, .howing IUl Ath-.ia..
boplilcoompl~lcwilh rollnd .hicld (upi",). Doric lilylc belmel,
body ....d leA a.....our U>d the long-tlhafled _pear. (Nalional
MIlMum, Athen.)

homc, but this initial success opcncd the way for
further thrusts all along the coast, spreading the
revolt 1.0 the cities of lhe Hellespont, Caria and,
finally to the Greek towns of Cyprus.

The Persians reviewed this rebellion with some
alarm. The coun of Susa saw immedi:lIcly that, if
successful, it would have a drastic cflcci on the
authority of lhe empire. The 'Creat King' Darius
realized the skill and strength of the rebels only too
well, as they werc part of his empire's military
forces, and he considered that his mOSt useful course
of action was to adopt a naval expedition as the
pivot of his campaign; a strike by his ships
combin'ed with the landing of troops would prove
the crucial faClor in lurning back the flood of
revolt.

Hastily assembled royal cOlllingents from the
satrapiesofAsia Minor were rushed, first 10 conlain
lhe Ionian infantry, and then 10 move forward
laking lhe oflclIsivc. The lonians g-ave way and
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made a strategic withdrawal from Sardis, rClrcal·
ing to Ephesus where, aflcr a shon fierce battle,
they werc defeated and !ol'ced to capitulatc. A
Phoenician naval squadron under Persian com­
mand was ordcn:d lO Cyprus. The tactical in­
lenlions were the destruction of the Greek fleel and
the landing ofan occupalion forcc. The Greek lIc.el
gave a good account of ilScJf, inflicting greal
damage on the Persian ships, but lhinh"li wenl badly
ror t/II' insurg(:nl Hellenic land forccs and Cyprus
fell once again under Persian rule. Aller lhis thc
rc"olt IOSI mOSI of its impetus.

A year I:IICI', the Persian armies, laking full
advantage of the declining rc"olutiollary spirit,
rccaplllrcd the towns and cities on the Hellespont
and in Aeolia. Caria, however, o(lcred great
resistance, and aftcr two bloody and costly baulcs
the Persians wert' rt"plllscd. Rut the Ionian Flec.t
was defeatcd off the island of Lade, and, wilh lhe
fall or lhe Ionian city of MilelUs in 494 B.C., the
n;voh was over.

rYrU/mtholl
Alier the Ionian revoll, lhe invasion of the Greek
mainland became inevitable. In the spring of 492
B.C. Darius sent a probing cxpc.dilionary force
lhroug-h the Hellesponl; this consisted of a large
Aeet supponed by a weJl provided army, under the
command of Mardonius, his son-in-law. On thc
borders of Macedonia thc troops had lO SUSlain a
violcill assauh by a Thracian tribc and :'vlardonius
was wounded. At the same time this Aeet ran into a
severe storm whilsl rounding thc dangcrous penin.
sula of Mount Athos, and half of the ships were
eilhcr driven ashore or wrccked. Though some
aUlhorily had been re·established, !vlardonius
wilhdrew and returned to Persia whc.rc hc was
tcmporarily relieved of his command.

Spring 491 R.C. saw a flurry of envoys from
Darius, tl'Sling the Illorale orlhe Greek statcs. His
rt.-qUl-S1 'demanding eanh and water for vassalage'
was acceptl,,1 by many stales from the nonh
Aegcan to lhe Dardan.elles, bUI Athcns and Sparl3
refused. With so many Slates in his power Darius
felt ready It) attack.

One year lal<:r, in lhc spring of 490 Il.C., a large



newly-buill fleet and a large army assembled ncar
Tarsus on the Cilician coast oppositc Cyprus. This
force was under thejoillt command ofArtaphcrncs
(Darius' nephew) and Datj" (a 1\<lcdian nobleman).
who took with them the exiled Athenian quisling
Hippias as their guide. Theirorders were to destroy
the enemy forces on the mainland ofCrecce and to
pilldge and destroy the ports and then the cities of
Athens and Eretria,lor their ptlrt in the revoll. The
operation proceeded <llong the southern shores of
Asia Minor, then westwards from Ionia. The Reet
moved through the Cyclades reaching Na.'I(os,
which had survived earlier allacks but was now
assaulted and 5.1.cked. Having secured the Ilr:n
objective, command of the Cyclades and the
Aegean Sea, the Persians pushed forward with their
invasion. The fleet advanced from island to island,
commandeering troops .md hostages. Resistance
was encountered at CarysHls, the most southerly

town of Ellboea. but, with a force of some 25,000

fighting men against them and their crops des­
troyed, the Carystians soon capitubltcd. Persian
troops disf~mbarked on Euboea and laid siege to
Eretria which resisted for a week. Taking full
advantage of a betrayal from imide the city. the
Persians captured and pillaged without mercy. A
quick thrust .,cross the short crossing brought the
Persian anny onto the shores of Attica.

Hippias••IS the Persian military adviser, recom­
mended the Bay of Marathon as the best place for
disembarkation. It was an ideal harbourage. a IOllg
firm, lIat plain between the mountains and the sea,
protected from the north and e:i1st winds. and
within casy reach of Athens, which lay some
gR kilometres to the north-cast, through the
HymeltliS-Pcntcle Pass. The S<l1ldy beach could
aCCOllllllodate the 600 ships. which required some
five kilomelres. Furthermorc, thc open plain of
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:\taralhon oUi.:n'(l lhe I'i~hl condilions for lhe
Persian ("avall"}. a~ainsl \\lhich the Athenian
infanl') wuuld be illdlt.-Clivc.

The invasiull n('cI headn.-d on the lland} shore,
hallit'd up lhe ships and discmb.·uh'(! the horses.
The site choscn w:u tn the norlh-c'lst of the ba}
belween the marshes and in tlte protection of the
promOntOI)', c"lk-d (;rnosura, on the landward
side. 'l"h«' e;unp \\.u situated lIear the i\lakaria
spring which providc.xl good grazing for th(' horses
and a plt'ntiful suppl)' of\\at('r,

In ..\thens Ihe situation was vcry differclll from
Ihal which had pn'v"ilcd illthedaysofHippias.ln
po\\cr 1I0W was an c1cctl..-d I..'ummallClcl·-in-ehief

:J. DeUoil (rom ........pho~ ....owuo, .....ou.ftiM _mor i .. full
..........,. acc:om.pa". by Il.ili M-rvaIIL (National Mu-...a.,
N.p1es)
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called a p(}!mwTrh and new mililary leadt,rs
(sJraftgo;) of the Repuhlic \\lho were determined to
maintain the.' indl'1)cndence of Athens; the
commander-in-chief was t::lllimachU5 of Aphidna
and the overall planner and sirttlcgisl was r"lil­
tiad(.'S (although he also 5('1'\,('d as one of Ihe ICIl
divisional cOlllm.lIldcrs),

Flaring lX'acons \\:tmt-xl Ihe Alheni:.ms that the
Pt:rsian inv:t.<;ion troop'S had landC'd. '111e lIews was
taken b} a f'lSt nmner tu SI>:.trla; lhe Spartans,
altholl1-th S) Il1p.athctic. announced lhat their rc­
librious conscience fOl'badt: their troop.oli from ('!Her­
ing into till... field ofbaHIc until after the full moon,

it \\as:; AURust, this mcant a wail ofsix toS("\'en
days bcforr the arrival of reinforcements. Another
request 10 Plataca.;t sU1.lll Boeotian to\\ 11 which la)
to thc north of AHie-d. \\'as answen..-d "'ilh a

--
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volunteer force ofscveral hundred men. Miltiadl..'S
gave Ihe first instruction for baltic, 'contain the
invading forces on the b(:achcs and resist <In
advance on Athens'. 'Within a few hours of the
alarm, some 10,000 heavily anned infantrymen,
mainly hoplites, were on the march to the plain of
~'!arathon thfOu~h the Hymetlus·Pcntdc g-ap.

The Athenians took up their position at the
solilhem end of the plain with Mount Agricliki on
their Jell flank and the sea to lhe right; the Brexis<l
marsh lay slig-hdy to the rear. 'rhe coastal road to
Athens was now dfcctively scaled. Trees were cut
down alld man·!mulcd into defensivc positions wilh
the branches lacing the Pcrsian lincs, a precaution
against the Persian cavalry. From 7 to II August
the front lines remained static, five kilometres
apart, neither side willing to make the first move.
The Athenians were loath to commit their troops
to battle, as the advantage lay with the Persians in
an open-plain conflict. Againsllht, superior Persian
force of cavalry and archers, the Athenians had
only infantrymen.

The Persians remained immobik because they
had no wish 10 engage their own weak and inferior
infantry against the Greek hoplitcs in their pre­
pared pusition; they were also hoping for a signal
from I-lippias' friends within Athens itself. But the
stalemate could not last indefinitely and Oatis
finally Pllt his own battle plans into action. UncleI'
cover of darkness on the night or I 1/12 August he
re·embarked Illost of the cavalry as well as his task
force and, slipping out, saikd for Phaleron Bay
leaving behind Anapherncs with a holding force
facing the Athenians. The departure of Oatis did
not go ullnoticed and Miltiades' SCOUtS were
quick to inform him of the facl. The Athenian
commanders were summoned and Miltiades out­
lined the only possible chance of a Greek victory:
the Persians could not possibly reach Phalcron by
sea in less than ten hours; beaching and disembark­
ing would take a few more hours, by which time it
would be late afternoon or early evening; in the
immediate vicinity, on the plain of Marathon,
Artaphcrnca had lost a large pan of the c,.\valry and
troops, but would still have his arehel1i. The
question was whether the Athenians should risk an
engagement with the Persian forces; if they did,
and defeated them, there was still time to double
back for the defence or Athens. It was 5.30 a.m., so

the engagement mllst be fought and won in three
hours. Time was sho!'t and the order to attaek was
given.

The Alhenian troops w(:re drawn up in the battle
oreler ~1iltiadcs had planned. The COOllnandcr.in­
chief, Callimaehus commandt..d the right flank,
and the left flank was held by the Platae,.uls. The
celllre, which was to take the brunt of the first
onslaught, was under the joint command of
Thcmistocll..'S and AriSlcidl..'S. 'rhe Athenian tactic
was to weaken the centre hy widening the space
between each man and to H,'duee the ranks to lour
instead of the usual eiglll. The chance of a
breakthrough \...·as a calcula\ed risk. The main
strength wa." massed on the flanks which it was

4- Dda.i.I fnun. ba.....tlitf in tht _th portico of the l ..ealiury
of the p.....« Ilbowlng Da..h,tl I, S'I'-480 u:. (The PUll.,..,I;,,)

.111l1l:,·~.l
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hoped would complete an encircling movement.
The Persian IOI'ces were deployed as Miltiades

anticipated: the centre was staffed with the crack
troops alld the flanks were held by inferior
battalions drawn from the conscripts orthe empire.
The risk$ for the Athenians "/ere great, however;

S. Odait from. p;ece ofrfll-fipre Auie bowl (:id. eenlury 1I.c.),
allowing _ Atlleooian bopli1e _rrior allackias a Peui.a.a
.taAdanl_bdru. (Lo_Y""" P.ri_)

their strength was a little over half that of the
Pen;ian cellU'e, and the open ground 10 be covered
put the Greeks at the mercy of the elite Persian
archers.

At about 6 a.m. on 1'2 August the distance
between the twO armies was approximately one and
a half kilometres; the Irumpet sounded the <:Dm­
mand and the Athenian ranks movc...d forward. The
advance started briskly, developed into a trot, then
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broke into tlu- clouble .15 they rushed the last t40
metres to avoid the hail of arro,"s. The Persian
royal contingents put up a strong r ist:'ll1ce, the
centre standing its ground, forcing the Athenian
hoplitcs back. Meanwhile, on eilller nank the
Athenians wilh their strong concentration of troops
carried all before them and put the I>crsian flanks 10

night, many retreating to the Great Marsh where
d)C)' drowned. Others retreated along the shore to
the waiting ships in the lee of the promontory. With
the Persian flanks in complete disarray, the
Athenian and Plataean flankers disengaged the
pursuit according to plan. Regrouping, they
returnc.:d to the scene of the battll' where the
remaining Persians were outflanked in ;t double
pincer movement. The retreating Persians fought
their way back in the direclion of their ships along
the narrow /(ap between the marshes and lhe
beach. They wen: closely pUl'sucd by lhi' Alhen­
ians, ,,,ho were determined 10 destroy the cnemy
forces and fleet. Thc failure of the Persians to
tnvisage such a contingency was quite astonishing,
especially as the obvious Athenian prepanHions
can hardly have escaped their notice.

B)' 9 a.m. on 12 August the surviving Persian
fO)...tJ trOOllS and the ships of the :\<larathon task
me were out at sea and heading ror Phaleron. In
the final count of casuahie§ the Persians had lost
6>400 men and an ullrt:corded number of prisoners
and wound<.-d along with seven ships. ~Ille Athe·
nians suffered surprisingly few casualties with only
192: dead, including Iheir commander·in·chier
Callimachus.

In order to complete his ovenall strategic plnll,
~lilliad(.'S had 10 dem;:tnd from his men one more
Herculean endc.wour, Ihe march baek to Alhens,
'as fast as their feel could carr)' Ihem'. Comm.mder
Aristcides and one division were lefl behind to
guard the prisoners of war and captured equip­
ment. The return of the Athenian army, quick in
comparison with the slower naval squadrons of
Oatis, had to take full advantage or surprise if
Miltiadcs' plan was 10 take effect. When Ihe Persian
invasion task force arrived, Ihe Alhenians were
already in their defensive positions at Crnosargcs,
south of the city and facing the sea. And, when
Oatis arrived in Phaleron Bay, he round thc city
well defended. /\lIcmpts to land \\ould have been
useless so he anchored and awaited ArtaphcOlCS'

6. Pi_ oClMd sbot whicl> we", ...ed •• mi.-Uea
with the aid of. te.the:r ating. The atins .......
• WlUlS· rollRd, and after IIOme 1 11 • w>der
.wHp _ ••ceomplillhftl and e ",..d of the
le.ther .tinS was rel_Hd, hurti.ns .he lead IibOI
aw.y with S..-I mom.... ,uD1. 1'he .1001 ...... ofte..
i ...crib<rd wilh ....e •••&:e•. (Brit;.b Museum,
LoadOD)

detnchment. Their arrival in :l depleted and
batlcred condition left only olle cnurse for the
Pcrsian inV;lsion force, a strategic wilhdrawal, back
10 Asia.

Marathon had proved that the heavy troops of
the hoplite infantry could compete successfully
against superiority of numbers, particularly ,\'hen
their opponents were only lightl)' ;trmed, but the
Greck vie lOry should nOt be oven.'Slimated. The
Pel'sian losses were easily bornc by sn brge a force
and served onl)' to emphasize the nced for a
properly prepan...'CI expedition if Gn:cce \vas to be
sul>jug:Jted. That the Persians would n:turn was
inevitable, and it was dearly essential for thc
Greeks to realizc that, despite tilt: glory of Ma­
rathon, they Imd done lillie morc thall buy lime in
which to prepare themselves for the resumption of
the conflict.

In 4.8<j B.C. Mihiadcs, commandillJ; Ihe Athen·
ian flc..'Ct, attempted to regain control of those
Aegean islands which had capitulalcd to the
Persians, but hi naval force was insufficient to
accomplish this task and his blockade of Paros
failed a defeat which led to his imprisonment 3t
Athens, where he died soon aner of a wound
rccei\'c..-d at Paros. The l\thenians ncxt tried to
obtain mastery of the Saronic Gulf by overpo,\·er·
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7. Detail from.."" painunAlibowms an Athe.uan hOrHm......
475 LC- n" honle i, withoul ,I.ddl.. or IIlirru~ hUI with full
head harn"•. Th" hone....." w ....... Ion!. highly.pau",rned,
ui1f doak ....d C'lmea rhe tohorc jay"I""I. (Villa Giuti., Rome)

ing the pro-Persian island of Acgina whose raiders
continually ravaged the shores: of Allie... This too
was n failure and it became obvious that the
Athenian fleel could orfer lillie l>rolcCliol1 against <I

hOStile sea power.
The "ilCane)' created by the fall of tvtihiadcs was

filled by Thcmislo<:les, who fully appreciated the
need for a strong naval force; the discovcly of llew
silver deposits in the Lallrion mining district placed
surplus C<lpilal at the disposal of the Assembly llnd
enabled the Athenians, persuaded by Thcmis­
lodes, to commence a shipbuilding programme
intendc:..'(lto produce twO hundred new triremes lor
the Athenian flccl.

10

'1JJerlllopylfle
By this time Greece had received alarming reports
of extcnsi\'C I'ersian invasion preparations, rum·
ours prop;lgau'{l hy Darius' son, Xerxcs, the new
Persian king, who appreciatcd the psychological
ell"ect of such stories, perhaps hoping thereby to
induce SOille areas ofGreece tOC<lpitul<lte without a
fight.

To facilitate Ihe movement of his army into
Greece, Xerxes had ordered the bridging of the
Hellespont, a magnificent achievemelll on the part
of his engineers who used over six hundred ships 10

construct two huge pontoon bridges. In order 10

avoid risking his fleet around the dangerous cape of
:\10uilt Alhos he had llcanal dug across the isthmus.
and traCL'S ol"thi:l: Comal call still be identifi<.:d.

Xerx(.'Sdemanch.'(1 eOllt ingcnls from evcrysalrap>'
of the Persian f.mpire and the response enabled
him 10 alllass an imposing force. By ,~81 H.C. he had



set up his headquarters at Sardes in Lydia and sent
out toall the Greek stalcs except Alhens and Sparta
for thc canh and watcl' of submission. The size of
the Persian army has been a qllc~;lion ofdispute and
conjeclurc ever since Herodotus' ol"iginal figure,
grossly exaggerated, of over two milliOll com­
batanu. More realistic lauer-day commentators
estimate Xer·xes' forccal some I 50,000 combatallls,
approximately half of which arc thought to have
been Persian troops, and it included the best
cavalry available from the ~'Ieditcrranean area.
His flcct, said by Herodotus to llumber aoom t ,200

\'esscls, many of which were small translX>l"ts,
boasted a contingent of skilled Phocnicinn seamen
and forces from Egypt, Caria and Ionia. Since an
anny ofsuch a size could not hope to live offso arid
a land as Greece it needed to be provisioned from
the sea as it proceeded around the shores of lhe
Thraeian SCi' and into central Gn;cee. The f1eel
would also provide a military back-up whenever
necessary.

Xerxes clearly intended the subjugation of the
whole ofGreece ifpossiblc for he had committed all
enormous number of troops and had made exten­
sive preparations, including an agrcemelll with the

MT on...

Carthaginians who were to pin down fhe westem
Greeks of Sicily whilst Xerxes attacked from lhe
cast.

liy the sprin~ or 480 R.C. the huge army had
crossed fhe Hdlcspont where it was joined by lhe
fleet, and was making its way, in three separate
columns, towards Thcssaly, pn:ceded by alarming
rumours thaI it was drinking the rivers ell)'.

Meanwhile, the Creeks, in the aUlumn of 4B1
B.C., summoned to the Isthmus of Corinth rcprc­
sentiltivc.:s of" all dIose statt.'S which had not alrcady
submittcd to Pcrsia, and an al1i~H1ce, led by Athens
and Sparta, was fonned. However, a suddcn blo\'.'
was deall to Creek resolution by the voice of the
Delphic oracle, whi(·h prt'c1iclt·d disaster 1'01" lhe
Creeks and advised the Athenians in particular to
flee for their livc.:s. The oracle elaimt.:d lhat the only
hope lay in a woodell wall, and although this
presumably indicated the wooden defenccs of the
Ael"OlXllis, it WilS interpreted by Themistocles lO
mean the Greek fleel.

On the quesfion of stralegy, opinion at lhe
Isthmian conference was divided. The Spanalls
and their Pt'IOPOIlIU:si;Ul lleighbours held ten­
acioLisly to the vicw that the main defence should

Thermopylae
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a. Detail fll"Om • relief OIl • Greek ....vn.Ofte. Auie late Sell
","-tury LC,; t1tJ.lI cWpieu a .lrUAAle bo:tw_ Albftli... and
Spuua warrio... d....-ia« lite P..f~". war. (Mt:1.rOpO­
titaaM~ or Art., u.s.A.)

be at the Isthmus of Corilllh-the gateway to the
Peloponnese. 'lltis plan however had drawbacks,
principally that it would leave the Persians free 10

cstablish themselvcs in northern and cClllral
Greece, also that the Isthmus could be outflanked
by sea and its defenders Co"lught between twO forces.
IflilC plan was adopted Athens \\'ould be lefllo the
nwagcs of the Persians, and, understandably, Ihis
was an unpopular idea with the Athenians.
Consequently it was agreed that an attempt should
be made to hold the Persians in Thessaly; because
oCtile inferiority of Creek numbers, however, this
would only be possible if the narrow passes were
defended. AI the n..quc.:st of the Thcssalians, an
iniuallorce of I 0,000 hoplites in two divisions-one
Spartan under EvacnetllS and the Olher Athenian
under Themistoclcs-werc transported by ship to
Halus whellce lhey m:.trched to the Vale ofTempe
in northern Thessaly. But, on arrival, Evaenetus
found that there were more passes than he could
reasonably hope to hold, and, much to the
discouragement of the Greeks. the army retreated
to the Isthmus.

The Council at Corinth now decided to altempt
a defence in the area ofcentral Greece to the west of
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the Eubocan Channel, a position favourable to the
Greeks because it comprised narrow, easily de­
fensible passes for the army and because any
olltflanking movement by the Persian fleet would
take it into the Euboean hannc! where ilS Si7.e
would Ix: a disadvantage. If the land force could
hold out against Xerxes' anny long enough to
induce such a move by the Persian fleet, the Greeks
might inflict upon the latter a defeat sufficicnt to
prevent iu attacking the Isthmus by sea. Givcn a
little extra time by Xerxes, who had moved his
anny on a len-d:ay delour of Mount Olympus, the
Greeks therefore resolved to stand at Thennopylae,
supported by their fleet in the Malian Gulf. The
Greek anny, led by Leonidas, king of Sparta,
consisted of7,000 to 8,000 hoplit(.'S :.tnd light troops,
some of whom wcre Boeotians of dubious loyalty,
and illcluded the 300-strong Spartan royal body­
guard. Under the elfectivc control of the Athenian
Themistocles, the Greek fleet, comprising 300
triremes, 147 of whieh were from Athens, was
moored in the bay of Artemision, north of Euboea.

It has been suggCSted that the Persian plan was to
arrive simultaneously at Thennopylae and the
nonhern end of thc Eubocan Channel whilst a
Phoenician naval squadron was to enter the
channel from the south and trap the Greek fleet,
but the Persian fleet was still at iu base at "l"enna
when Xerxes' advance forces met the Greek
hoplitcs defending "1l1ennopylac. On hearing this
news the Persian king ordcred his fleet to proceed to
Euboea, but it was caught in a storm off the cast
coast of Magnesia and lost, according to Her·
odotus, 400 warships. The Phoenician squadron
was also rout<.'(t by the gale, cnabling 53 Greek ships
guarding the channel at Chalcis to head back
towards the main f1ect at Artcmision.

Determined to take advantage of the Persian
disorder Themistodcs persuaded the Greeks to
attack. The engagement which followed wu
inconclusive, but it became c1c:.tr that the superior
mobility or thc Gr<.-ck trircmes was causing prob·
lems for the larger Persian forces. Thc following
day, the Persians mountt'd an offensivc but agai.
the outcome was indecisive, and despite hea\'}
losses on both sides, the Greeks managed to hold 1m:
enemy back, preventing it from supporting tht
anny at Thennopylae.

Whilst the fleets were thus cngaged at Am·



mision, the Persians had been anempting to break
through the pass at ThermopylOlc. The pass
consisted, at this time, of three narrow defiles 01"

'gates' of which the central one was 'j'hcrmopylae
propcr, Tllc twootller gates, the \Vt~t, I)'ing a litlle
casl of the mouth of the Asopus river, and the East,
IIcar Ihe town of l\lpClli, were situated equidis­
tanlly On either side of the Middle Cate, South of
the pass lay the csc."lrpment or r-.'Iount OCla, and
through this telTain nlll a track which extend(:d
from the East J.:'ate to the Asopus Gorge. By means
of this track the pas... <ll Thennopylae could be
out nanked from either direction. I ,conidas chose to
occupy the :vfiddle Gatc, where the pass was
probably only four metres wide, A lew men would
be able to hold such a pOSitiOll, although the Greeks
intended to send rcinlorcemcnts to aid Leonidas'
small band, To pmtect him.~c1f from being out­
Aankcd to the south, Leonidas posted 1,000

Phocian troop:;, all thl: men he could spal'c, to
guard the track throuJ.:'h til(' l'SCarpnll'nt, and then
.settled down 10 await Xerxes' arrival.

On reaching the Malian plain, Xerxes waited for
four days, hoping, according to Herodotus, that his
vast army would frighten the Creeks into flight, but
sollle recent historians think it more probable that

he was aWallll1g a Persian n<lval victory at
Artemision before engaging the Greek hoplitcs, On
the fifth day, however, he attacked the Middle
catc and was repulsed by the hc'lvily armoured
crecks, who were superior in respecl of training
and equipmelll and against whom his light troops
had little cffecl. This tactic was repe."Hed the next
day wilh the same result, and Xerxes renlized that
some other way of breaking the Greek position
would have to be found, for, with his navy trapped
at Ancmision, he was without supplies,

'rhe problem was sllddenly resolved by one
Ephiahes who informed Xerxes of the existence of
the path which the Phocians were guarding, Acting
as a guide, Ephialtes led a eOlllingcllI of the
'Immortals' (royal bodyguard) along the track in
an attempt to atcack Leonidas' position from the
rear, The Phocian guard was routed and news soon
reached L(.'Onidas of thc imminent danger. Opin­
ions differ as to what occurred next, but it is fairly
clear that the forces from central Greece moved
back towards the East Gate leaving Leonidas and

9- A detail froDl • -se In"";" SbOw1Dtr; the atrup;Jli:le between
Darius in. chariot and AI~nder....d bis Ir'OOptl, The deu.iJ of
the Pen..... soldier's dre.. show. the ILigb 1oo1'e bead ~yerintf

which aho ~DC...,J~ the low.., part of the £ac.., (National
MUlH!.un. Napl_)
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his Peloponlll:sians al the nH;rcy of the Persians. 11
has been sUf.\:f.\:(,."Sted that the Spanan king, retaining
the Spanans, Thebans and Thcspians, cither
dil'eclcd it strategic withdrawal of his troops from
:.In obviollsly hopd(,.·ss position or sent Illen back to
the East Catc to try to prevcllt the Persian
'Immonals' clIlcl'King from the mouth of the path.
1\'lol'e c)'llical commentators belicve thai all, cxcept
the Pcloponnesians and a handful of other troops,
ned for their lives. It W,L~ now only a matter oflime
'0. Detail rrom an amphora paiDlins, .howing a The....li...
h<>~ma... The UJlUJfuaJ beadllflU'w", called. N....-hal ben.u",
Oril' di'liQCove wide brim ...d • ......u crow... He wo..... ,bon
pauenled d ...... and aimed jav"lina, a ..d he rode withoul
..-ddle Or lltirrupti.

before a Persian victory, and Leonidas, scorning
surrender, made a last stand on ,I small hill cast of
the Middle Catc; he mallaged to send word oflhe
disaster to Ihe fleet at Arlemision. The Spartans
soon fell 10 the sheer weight of the Penian numbel1l;
reputedly, only the Thebans asked for quarter. On
hearing or lhe fall of Thermopylae the Creek nect,
in a hopcll,.'SS position now thai it was no longer
supponing a land force, disengaged from the
enemy at night and headed SQuth towards the
SHronie Gulf, where it moored finally olfSalamis.

The whole ofAttica now lay open to Ihe invader
and the Persians moved into Boeotia, setting up
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Themistoclc~ was strongly in favour of an carly
engag-emcnt, preferably on Greek tenns, but, ali
usual, Greek leadership was divided, some still
preferring a consolidated defence of the Isthmus.
I-Iowevel', the size 01' the Athenian contribution to
the neet enabled Themistoclcs to force a decision
by threatening a withdrawal of the Athenians if
battle was not oU(:I'(:<I in the Straits ofSalamis. This
position was favourable to the Greeks bec.lUse of
the tactical disadvunt<lge which the Persian mun­
bers would expericllce there. At Arlcmision the
Persian Aeet had Ix:cn able to deploy itself with
I'dative case, but there would be considerable
rcstrictions on manoeuvres in the mllTOW straits
nonh of Salamis. Thcmistocles had, ofcoursc, still
to induce Xerxes 10 offer battle, and, liu.:cd with the
wavcl'ing morale or his men, he is said to have
enticed the PerJiian commander with a false
lllt.'SSag-e suggesting that tbe Greeks, dejected and
irrcsohllc, would oU(-1' lillie or no resistance.

On the eve or the battle, 22 September 480 H.C.,

The Salamis Channel

ED 1 :)111/ 01 Trophv

o
ATALANTA
tTALANTONISJ)

SALAMIS CHANNEL

•MT KOAYOALLOS

ISk;lum~~1

IVARVAIlI}

C. CYllosura

Se!ini~

Xerxes had no trouble in annihilating thcdcfcndt:n;
of the Acropolis and pillaging Athens, and brougla
his fleet into Ihe Saronic Gulf 10 a mooring at
Pha.lcl'On. Whilst the Greek flee I remained undc­
fealed, there was no possibility of Persian mastery
ofCreece; sooncr or later a naval cng<lgel1lent was
inevitable.

~tUAY OF ElEU~IS

~C.Arapis
? Tempt. of Athen,) 5I<".... t

their headqunrlcrs <It Thebes. The Athenians,
seeing their city powcrlCs,'i against Xerxes' forces,
cvacllalt."d lhe nOll~combalant population to
Acgina, TroczCI1 and Salamis whilst the able­
bodied men went aboard the ships to await the next
conflict. A few put their f<lith in a defence ofAthens
and remained in the stockaded Acropolis. The
Spartans, meanwhile, had built a fortification
across the Isthmus of Corinth and the Greek army
now concentrated on the defence which had, all
along, most appealed to the Pcloponncsians.
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II. Detail rroUi .. C",,"-k va_ pai.Btias 'l5oO L~ ahOwl.aS ...
....du...rn.p..S hi. bow.

the Greek Ot."Cl Jay between the nonh coast of the
island ofSalamis and the eoa.'u ofAltica north-\·"t:St
ofPiraeus. The Persians had drawn up facing nonh
in a linc, three d:ep, from the C)'llosura pro­
montory on Salamis to Piraeus. The channel
between Salamis and ~1{"gara, through which the
Greek position could be reached from the west, was
left unguarut:d by Thcmistocles, possibly 10 tempt
Xerxes to employ the sam tactic as had initially
been adopted ill Arlcmision to divide his force
and trap the Creek fleet in the hope ofcapturing it
intact. This Xerxes did, sending his Egyptian
contingent around the south coast ofSaJam is 10 seal
the western channel. The Greeks were apparently
still arJtuing when they received news of the Persian
movcs, and they rcaliz<."d that there was no other
course open to thcm but LO fight. Accordingly, the
Creek fleet drew up in baltle formation facing
Hcracleion on thc shore ofAttica. They had at their
disposal about 300 vessels, the Athenians taking the
left wing :Uld the Aeginetans the right. By the
morning of the baltIc the Persians had deploy<."d,
with their right wing held by the skilful Phoenicians
and the Ionian ships (once more under. Persian
nile) on the left. Whilst still manoeuvring into
position, the Persians were rowed upon by the
Greeks who began to force: the leading Persian ships
back upon their fellows, causing disorder in thc
overcrowded Persian formation. This \~as followed
by an Athenian flank attack on the Phoenician
ships, which were pushed back into their own
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'3- Detail from" relief .bowing Ibe head or. Greek warrior in
• ~tian.lypebelrnel. (The Aluander SarcOphfl8\15, 1»lflnbW
M ..»eoun)

n:lreatinn Persian fI<:et blll eventually followed i, as
far as the islnnd ofAndros where they held a council
or war. Themisloclcs 13\'oured sailinn at oncc for
thc HcllcspOlll and dcstroyinK Xerxes' way back
across the bridges, thliS tnlppillg him without
supplies; hut others fclt that this would mean the
pillaging of Creece by a largc and starving army,
and the plan was dropped,

.'\. great deal of preslige had been lost by Xerxes
at Salamis ;:md he had to consider Glrefutly lhe
implications of withdrawal. Loss of face might
inspire revolt on the western borderofhis empire as
il had already done in Thracc ami Macedonia, and
he dccic!<:d to maintain the threat 10 Greece by
leaving parl uf his army in Thessaly, Thracc and
t\la<:ee!nnia, uncleI' Mardonills aile! Artab:lzlIs,
while taking the rcst back with him over the
Hellespont 10 reassert control on the castCTn
Aegean coast, whither he sent his fleel for the same
purpose. Mardonius was left in Thessaly wilh

Greeks
of lhc

intentions, the
Qut in pursuit

centre and Ollto the coast of Anica. An evelltual
encil'clillf{ movcment behind the Persian celllre
proved decisive, alit! the Ionian Grceks. Iheir
rcsisl:Hlce brokcn, relreatt:d. XCI"XCS' naval forcc
sullcrerl heavy losses accordinf{ to 1-lerOOolUs, 200

ships and headed back to I'halemn whence it
returned evcnlUally lO the I-Iclll..'8pont. Faced now
with the impossible task of provisioning a huge
army li'om such a depletcd f1eel, Xerxes had no
option but to withdraw lhe bulk of his forces.

The Per~ians had been dcf'e:l.led by <l com­
bination of superior Greek tactics and their own
ineptitude in failing to appreciate that sheer wciglH
ofnumbers was insliffieiclII to carry lilt; day againsl
forces which, allhollgh smaller, WI'!'I' of higher
quality, The figlH for independence \Vas a powerful
motivation for the Greeks, anti the ulldisputed
victory al Salamis boosted their morale and
reputation at the expensc of XcrXN;' might)' war
machine.

L'naware of Xerxes'
delayed before selling
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''I' F;pre~ from,. r",liJ ..howinS • IIlr"ssle betw~ Mace­
doniaD and Per'll ..... warrio.... The1ile 6prK Wl!re. carved on
the. f.....o... Alexander San-ophaS". by order of the kiog or
Sidon, Abdalonym..., who aecured bi. Lbrone Lbroll(lh the
lnfl ..enee of Alexande-r, (The A1eAi>der Sa.rcopbagu.... bta.nbuJ
M ..MtuD)

sufficicllt rorces to renew the oflcnsivc at his
diso·ction. His army consisted or 12,000 cavalry
and about 50,000 inrantry or whom somc were
contingents from cClllral and northern Grcece.
Included in this rorce, which was a COlllinua!lilreat
to Greek independence, were the Immortals and
the Guard Cavalry.

An attempt to woo the Athenians and their
valuable fleet into a treaty with Ihe Persians met
with failure, and Mardonius, hoping to threaten
them into submission, marclu;d on Athens. This
provoked the Athenians into an agreemellt with
Sparta to mOLint an imllH:diate offensive upon the
invader. Besidc..'S, Xerxes might at any time send a
refurbished fleet to assist :\hrdonills; the Greeks
could nm allord to hesitate roJ' too long.

As the Spartans moved up through the Corin­
thian isthmus in 479 u.c., Mardonius fired

18

Athens and retired to Boeotia where the ten'ain was
admirably suited to his c;.Iv,llr)', assemblin[.t his
rorces opposite :\'Iount Citlwrae on the Asopus
plain between Theb<..'S and 1)lataea. By felling a
number of tret.'S in the area 1\1: cre.lIed l;(ill further
advantage for his cil\'alry, and was waiting at the
I'cady when the 35,ooo-strong Greek hoplile force,
commanded by lhe Spartan Pausaniu,s, moved OWl'

MOllln Cithcrae and c,lInpcd ncar Plataea on the
slopes overlooking the plain.

Mardonius commenced hostilities by sending his
cavalry against the Cl'eck,s, who w(:n' positioned 011

ground unsuitable ror a cavi.llr)' action. Pre­
dictably, the Persians \\'ere forced to retreat, but it
has been proposed that the loss orhis caval!)' was a
price :\!Jardonius was prepared to pay in order to
lun- the Greeks into a more open position on the
plain. This is indeed what happened, for Pausanius
led his men 01110 the plain and stationed them
between Plataea and the Asopus, a lillie south of
the river. The Spartan hoplites took the right flank,
the Athenians the lefi, with the remainder of the
allies occupying the Cel1lfe. Oil seeing this, :\1ar­
doni us drew up his forces lacing them, on tbe other
side ortbe river, and in this position the tWO .trlllies
waitt.:d, so Herodotus says, for eight days. E.ach
commander ma)' have been w.tiling: lor the other to
make the firsl move, both appreciating the fmcngth
ofa massed hoplite dcfenee. However, Persian raids
in the mountains behind the Creek lines seriously
threalcUl:d Pausanius' supplies, a sitll<uion which
the stationary Creek forct,"S on the plain could in no
way allt'vialC. Artcr a period orsporadic skil'mishn
betweell the two forc<..'S, Mal'donius decided to
commit himself and auacked with his cavalry,
whose missiles pinned down the luckless Creeks.

Colllinued pr<"'SSllTe from the Persian caval!)
succeeded in prevcllling the Creek left and centre
from using the waters of lll(' Asopus, compelling
them to rely on the Gargaphia spring which la~'

behind the Spartans and from which these latter
had been drawing thcirsllpplit.'S. Unronunlltely for
PausaniLls the PCl'Sians managed somehow to
out (lank or push bi.tck the Spartans ane! render tht
spring unusable, thus leaving lhe Grccks wilham
waleI'. Furthcrmore, the Creek supply routo
through l\'IOlllll Citherae had been besieged. It \!Jas

now cle,lr that Mardonius was content to pur-me a
policy or attrition which might well succeed if



Pausanius did not manage to re-cstabli~h hi~ linc~ of
communicatiun and hence the provisioning- of his
army.

The Spanan commander was laced wilh a
hazardous retreat into Mount Citherae to hold the
main passes, a manoeuvre hilldered by the poor
spirit in which some or the alli(..d GrCi~ks n"ceived
orders from a commander who was not orthcir own
city-state. It seems that Pausanius proposed to
withdraw the Spartans, who lay on the Greek righl
wing, to Mount Citherae in order to re-open the
supply lines, whilst the allied 101'c("5 in the Greek
centre were to retreal south toward Pl:ltaca. Last to
move would be the Athenians, who wcre to pron"ed
south-eastwards across the path recently taken by
the allies and position thcOlscJvc's as tilt' new Gn:ck
centre.

Several (;:lctors complicatt:d this manoeuvre, 'rhe
attempt was severely handicapped by darkness,
and it is believed by some that the Athenians
refuscd to obey Pausanius' order 10 withdraw,
leaving themselves CUI off from the rest or the army
which proceeded as planned towards Mounl
Cilherac. Although the allied Gn:ds St'em 10 have
movt:d back successfully to Plat::wa, dissension in
the Spanan ranks delayed Ihe Greek right flank

<Illd the Illanocuvre was not ex{'culed until day­
break.

Mardonius' cavalry were sent [0 harass the
Spartans until the infantry could be brought to
enRage them, and, directing the &eotiaus on the
Persian right to altlu;k the exposed Athenians, he
mobilized the bulk of his anny against the Greek
right. Realizing that his Spartans would have to
bear the brunt of tile Persian auack, Pausanius SClH

In the embattled Athenians for assislance, btll till'
Creek centre was by now pinned down and could
not I·cspond.

\"!hen the Persian inlanu)' was upon the Spar­
tans, Pausanius decided to take advantage of the
congcsted Persian numbers and launch a counter­
attack wilh his hoplitcs. There followed a fierce
battle whieh remained undecided until Mardonius
himself fell and his men fled. The Athenians
meanwhile had managed to rout the 1kH...'Otians and
the Greek lorces went onto capture and destroy the
Persian camp.

Following up their victory, Ihe Creeks besieged
Thebes, which capitulated after twenty days and
handed over to Pausanius, and thereby to their

15.~ from an early bas-relief I;bowi.ng Arab. mounted 00
• ca.met being.llacked by AfI..yria..... 7th Cn>IU..,. II.C. (P.tac:eof
Alilillrbanipal, Nincvf:b)
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.6. Detail froD> lhe 'G;sa.nlottlaeh..' frieu, libowUoS lhe Grffk
boplite .meld fa......Lion.jSiphn.ian Trea>lury, Delphi)

deaths, those leaders who wcre s)'mpathetic to thc
Persian causc. 8y this lime the Persians were
making their wa)' back lO the Hellespont, havin~

withdrnwn a substantial pari of their anny, under
Artnbazus. li'om the field al Platnca.

During the summer of 4-79 lJ.C. a mes....age \\'as
received frOIll the Ionian Creeks which suggested
Ihat if they were given thr llupporl of a fleet they
would revolt against the l'cl'sians. Commanded by
Ihe Spanan king, Leotychidas, Ihe Greek fleet Icrt
Delos for Samos, otrthc castern Acgenn coast, and
moved from tl\l:rc to :vi )'cale in lonin where Xerxes
had amnsscd a large ilrnl)' to maintain a surveil­
lance of the Ionian Creeks. Leotychidas' forces
landed ncar Myc.tle and suce~flllly assnultt...'CI the
Persian position; till': Persian ships, which had becn
benched for safet)', were dcstroyed.

Having thus immobilized Persian ~a power the
Gn:cks eflcctivcJy protccled themselves against
furthe]" invasion li'om Asin and were now sole
nUlSters of Ihc Aegean. 'rhe victory at 1'.1ycillc,
facilitated by the Ionian Creeks who desened the
Persians as soon as the battle commenced, led to
uprisings throughout the Ionian coaslal area and
lhc expulsion of Persian tyrants and garrisons.

The Greeks movcd ncxt against ScstOS in order to
wl'l."S1 lhe Hellespont from the Persians and to
destroy lhe galeway inlo Greek territory. Lcd by
Xal1thippus, the Athcninns lx:sicged SCSlOS and the
city fell at last in the sprillg of 478 II.C., though
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ho!uiliti<.'S did not cease imTllediately, and lor many
yc.ars ;tl"tcrwards Persian troops remained in
1'hract'. Thc conflict cllded finally, it is belie\'cd,
with a tl'caty (l:lIin~ from 44948 n.C.. the l't';\('C of
Callias.

Aftel' the viclOries nt Plataen and rVlyc:t1e an
;.Illicd Creek fleet under Pausanius set about
dl;ving the Persians Ollt of the Carian islands,
Cyprus ;unl 'he Hellespollt. Pausanius, however,
proved to ht, a tyrannical commander, whose ways
were unpopular with the llon.PelopOnll(.'sian can·
tingClHs of thc Acet; evelltually, aftcr all Ionian
mUTiny lollowing the taking of U)'zantilllll, he was
recalled by lhe Spartnns, who pulltd Ollt of lhe
venture altol{cthcr.

'Ilte'Pe/opOllllesifIl/WII'
The Atht'nians now settled down 10 consider the
future of the At.'gean states and thcir own relations
with the Peloponllcsians. The Pelosians might one
day return to Gn:ccc 10 renew the conflict, and lhe
Creeks wished, morcover, to retain rontrol 01" the
eastern Aegean CO:lSt from which the recent
invasion had conw. The Spartans, who had always
been rdUCtal'l 10 jail) OllCI'lsivcs, were clearly I)Ot
interested in further expc:..'(litions af,!;aillSt the Per­
sians and were unn:spom;ivc 10 Athenian initiativC$
in this direction; no dOllbt thcy wntched with
concern as tilt: Alhcninns hastencd to fonify thcir
city, which had twice becn ravaged during til(" war
with Pelosia. \Vork was also started to make I'il'acu$
into a well.protectcd naval base.

Athclls, determined to maintnin the pn:..'SSurt
against the Persians, sought :llliances with sym'
patheticst;\tt..."S, and in the winter of478 nll.c. the
J)c1ian~Attic Maritime league was formcd. Over
100 st;:tlt:s joined with Athens in 111I alliance
apparently intended La bl: a permanent union, The
headquarlers were situated on Delos, where rcpre­
sentalives met and lhe treasury was founded.
Larger states supplied ships to augment the
Athenian neet whilst Ihe smallcr OIU:l\ contributed
financial support assesst:d by Arislides, the trca·
surcr, Ap:ln from binding thc LeOlglle together on a
sure economic looting, this practice placc:..-d large
sums of money under Athenian control. The
Lea~ue opernted eflct.:tivcly in harassing tht
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made alliances with Thessaly alld Mega)'a and with
:\rgos, a powerful 1)c1oponncsian rival of the
Spartans. As relations worsened with Aegina and
Corinth, who wCl'cjcalousoflhc trading potential
of Pir.aetlS, by now the chief Greek pOl'l, tension in
the Peloponncse rapidly becHme aCult'.

The prominent figure in Athenian politics at this
lime was Perides, who was determined to unite the
whole of Greece under Athenian religious leader­
ship. In 4.57 B.C., he completed the JOl'lifie~lIion of
Piraeus and linkc<1 it to Athens with n walled
corridor aOOlit seven kilomctrl-'S wide, and his
command was to sec lhe city reach the hci~ht of its
imperialist aspirations.

Athenian expansionist policy had become so
obvious that Sparta sent an II ,ooo-stron~ army to
Boeotia to persuade its inhabitants to join the
Pc1oponnesian League and resist Athens, and this
fOI'ce defeated an Alhenian army at Tanagra, east
of Thebes; btu it then withdrew to the Isthmus
leaving the Boeotialls al thc mercy of the Athen­
ians, who lOok cOllt1'tl1 of the whole area. except
Thclx'S itself, two months latcr. Evcntually a flvc­
)'car peacc treaty was negotiatcd between thc
Athenians and the Pcloponncsian League in 45'2
R.e.. but it was not unlil 445 is.C. that a definitivc

J

17· Grftk warrior wic.h Doric-type h~tmel .1Id lhe _spi" round
iJLi~ld. The long_..harled ..pear ;8 m;';8ing. (Aph...... Temple,
A.~gWa)

))crsialls, but it slowly bCC.UllC clear that the
Atheni:lILS did not consider it 10 be a <kmocratic
alliance of li'cc stales. Some lime during the pel"iod
470 Gg tu..:., )laxos lcrmin<ltc<l ils alliance with the
League. It was immediately besieged and forced to
capitulatc; Alhcn~, it secmed, would 110t toleratc
insubor<lination from her'allies'. At alXHlt thcsamc
time Cal'ystus and the surrounding land in southern
Euhoca \\'as forcibl)' annexed by thc League for the
sake of consolidating its ICITitorics. The impli­
c'llions were obvious-Athens was transforming
the Leaguc into an empire. The forces available lO

the Leaguc wC'rc c:onsidcrable. In 4GB B.C. it dealt a
decisive blow to tlw Pcniians who wcre laullching a
new fleet, comprising '200 ships, from their Phoe­
nician shipyards. War I.x:twccn Spana and Athens
gradually became inevitable, for the Athenians had
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truCl', inlcnd(.'d 10 IaSI for thirl) yenrs. W;L<i aKrt't-'d

upon hy Alhens and SpMla. The two Slales could,
hOWe\ cr. find no mUlual!} acccpt:tble lenus which
would be likely to rorm a lasling peace, and the
trCOlly ft,lI pre) 10 the conflict or intcrests which
characterized rdations bctw~cn Athens and
Sp.trla.

'9- Detail r.-on> a 5 ~(.. ..,. ..c. .,.....I~ ...._, ahowiaS •
.... riety or~poa d dol.h.iAs. (Lou""'" Pari.,

I)cridcs died in 429 II.C. and tlw IICW leader,
Clean, WllO was vigorousl} anti.P,·!up()Illlcsian in
his :'lltilUdl', turned his aucntioll to Sicily, He
hoped to S(:VI'r Ihe links lX't\\l'en S) r:IClISt: and the
Pcloponncsi:ms, for lhe S) racus:ms had a sub·
st:llHial fll'ct which could be a threat to the
Athenians. Tht, war proved inconclusi\'c for both
Alhen and Spana, but in425".c. an cXlx-dition to
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'10. A l6fh..cerllu"'y eng.....,;ng of a M.cO!doni•.n
phalanx carrying (be long '..riIlU' lancell. (B;~

liotbeque Nationale. Paris)

Sicily turned the scalcs in f:wour of till' AIIlt'nians.
Fony ships under Eurymcdon and Sophoclc..'S wen'
sent 10 reinforce troops already in Sicily. Travelling
with them was Dcmosthcnes who, although !loki·
ing nocomnland, was empowt'f('d to II!\(' Ihl' f\(TI as
he saw rll. \'''hen Eurymedon and Sophodt·s
I'eccivt:d news that sixty Pcloponnesian ships had
arrived at Con:yra off the west coaSI ofEpirus they
decided to hasten straightaway to !llect the cncmy,
despite their inlc.-iorily of numbers. Opposing this,
Demosthenes made the apparently extraordinary
propo.'lition lhat the fleet should instead put in al

the headland ofPylos on Ihc west cO:L'ltofMc."scnia,
~alonA" which they were HI thai lime sailin~.

Demosthcnes' plan W"IS to fortify and hold P)'los,
but the twO admirals wcrc unimpressed and WCI'C
only persuadcd to go along with the idca whcn a
storm eOlllpdkd them to shelter in X'avarino Bay,
protected by lilt' Pylos peninsula and the island or
Sphaetcria. \Valls wcre eonstnu:tcd 10 the south­
east and south-wc.."St or Pylos, ;md also to the north
where it was cOlll'u:ch:d by a sand bar to tilt'
mainland. Delllos{hencs, with five ships and 1,000

hoplitc." nnd light troops, wns lert to garrison the
headland.

- -----::=-' - .-

--"""" -- xu:

------
'II. A .,.u.-e:eDtury engraving Iibowi.ng tbe phala.nx.
(BibHothique N.tiooaJe, Paris)
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~kilnwhilc, til(' main bod) ortht" fll'CI made lor
Corq l'a l)ll('(' mon', Dl'll1osthcllt"s' plan was to
instil{alc and SUppOI't revolt in ~ lcsscllia, alld the
SparLan responsl' W:lS 5wili, The bulk or the
I'cloponl1(.'si..lll ann)' withdrt'\\ from Allica. which
had once a1-fain Ix'ell QCt'Upil-d, and Tll:lrdwd
directl) lO p} Ius, The squadn>n :It CAnTyra was
instructed tu s<til inunCfliall:l) for thc s:.tme spot.
Dl'lnOSlhenl":'i, f:u:cd \\ illl tilt' prospect of allad
frum land allli SC'I, rcqu('Slt'd immediatl" :,id from
thl' Athenian lIl'l't, now at Zar·ynthus.

111e SJ:~ar1an~ prcp.'ll"t.,d lU altack the garrison 011
Pylos, prclt,r.t.bl} before' tht, return oflht, Atheni:m
fkcl, but rc,tllld Ihat tl1l' vul} practieah1l' ap­
proaches \\en' :11 those points :dread) limifi<-d b)'
!J<'n'H)Slhcnes, HUi,ing to pr('\'('ot Athenian uSC: of
lhe island OrSillMcleria, tht" 'parlalls landl.'ll there
a ~arri:.on or 4'10 heavil} ann"rI 111(.'11, of \\ hum a
littk under a h:llf \\cre U'UC 'Spar1iates', cr.Il'k
Spar1an troops. The :lltack (In Pylos was pani­
eularl) diffieull hcC'auS(' or its strength as :I

fortific'llion, ami the Spartau'i Wl're eontilluall}
awal'l' urthe possilJili1yol'attack from the Atlll'nian
f1<.~'t Ihrough thc :.outhcrn l.'ntr.mcc to tlw h;ly,
\\ hich it was illll)(1ISSible 10 hl()cbrle suceessllilly,

For the ddctlcl.' uf his posilion DemosthellCS
posIl.'tllhe grcatf'r part of his (MCI' at the landward
fortifications \\ hilst lit, himselfllcatkxl a small body
ofhoplit<.'S 10 fight o!r;lssauh b} :;ca, Thc bndwanl
delcncc~ W<.'I'(', ~IS thl.' Spnrl:ln~ di'iCovcred, im­
possiblc' to bl't'ach, and Ihey hnd nn more succcs.'i
when llH'y lried to rUIl their ships ()V('l' the rock)
approach to the beach :'11 the 5Oulh'Wl'sl corner of
the headland. Alicr n day of rUl'ious fighting the
Pclopollllt~..ialls wilhcll'l'w 10 nwait till' arrival of
malerials lor lhe: buildin~ ofsie:gc t:1IJ.:inc~,

Soon nlh-r the lull in till: fightill~, thl' Alheninll
ships, llOW numbering fin)" al'rivc'd and ill!'plTtcd
thl.' situ:ltioll, Sel~ing no Op!JC,rl unit) ci Iher 10 enter
thl' ba}', which was occupied by 11h' Spartan flcct,
01' to make :1 landing nt !'),IO/i (Ih('n' would h:lv(­
ht.'cn 110 room for so man) vcs,.,c,I,) they retired
north 10 the i!d;ll1d of Prou',

Early next morning Ihe Spartans were putlin~ to
sea, after hnving bcached llll'ir ships for the Hight,
when tlw Ath(.'nians rushl...d in upon them; the
Spartan ships were Ilush<."(1 back to Ilw shore and,
c\"{'nttlally, the: Athenians suece«k-d in c."pturing
fivc vcssels and compktc command of the bay,

hluckading Sphanni:l and its Spartan !{..n'i~n.

'I'll(' Sp,lrt~lIlS, n:lllcl:lIH \() lose tlH' lnHlps on
Sphacll-ria, ncgotiatnl a truce li)r the purpos(' of
IX"ICC 'lI'!t0lialions ill Athl..'ns. Clldc'l' Ihe terllls of
lhis tnlcl' till' IlclopOlllll'sian ships \\'1'1'(' ~r-jven illto
Atheni:w l'USIOCI) ami the Athc'nians were In
supel"\ is<., the sClldilll{ of supplit's to Sphaet(,l'ia,
\ "hl"n, huwc\'cr, tht'!H.:ac(.' t:llks folikd and the trliCC
\\as emil'll. the t\tlwni.ms, c1:liminl; that the tenns
ofth(' armi~ticchad hn'n violated. ft:fused to hand
bOld till' Spart:ln ships, and blockach.-d Sphancria
onCt' mllre, 'I he t'Xlx'e:lation wa~ that the ganoon
011 Sph.u'teria \\ Quid be sutl,,\,f'tl into "nrrender. IJUt
Spanan patriots man.lgl.-d to run ..m:lllsuppl) ships
ashore on the sc:lw:lrd side of Sph:Il'leria, \\ ht'll
slron~ winds kept tlw Athenians ilL..ick the bay, and
after SC\'('ral \\ ceks it W:I" (""idem that the garrison
\\ould nut ..tarve,

Ocmostht'nc~was makiug pl:lIlS for all as....lult on
Sphaeteri:l \\ hl'n Ck'OlI :lppl.';trt..-d, h:t\'in~ IlOaStcd
til the Asscll1bl) in t\thens Ihal he could takc the
i..l:lI1d in tWt'l1t} da} s. An initial ass.'lult w"s made
with Boo hopli1CS altll(' southern end oflhe island
:llId a Silar1:tn outpOSt hdd by thirt) nwn was
oveq>o\\cn'c!; 10,000 more' mcn followed, mostl}'
liglll troops inriudinJt about 800 archei who h.td a
l'onsidc'''thk advanta~e ovcr heavil} ..nned hop,
lilcs in the roc:k) tcrrain, ()('ll1U'ithencs' tactic was
III form up IIlc hoplilcs f:lcillK the Spartans but to
n'tn'at w!lt'll bailie \\:l.S tlll~red. Icaving: lhe
Spartans pn'Y In Ihe lart.;c llumhCnl oflight troops
posted arouml Iheir Oanks and rear \\'ho assaiit'd
th('llI with missih'~ from n distallCl', \"orn down by
this lattic and unable to make a succ<.ossful counter·
altack, thoSt, Span.lOs who had 110t f:lllcn n:treau.-d
in their tradilionally disciplined fashion to Ihe fOri
at lhe llortllt'l'Il cnd ofdU' island, where they ranged
tht'msclvcs in a semi-circle to facc the encmy, At
thc summit or:t hill, theil' flanks protected. the
dd~nders held their own ulltil a group of lightly
armed men, commanded by a Mcsseniall captain,
came up OH'T the: hill and fell upon Ihem from the
re:tr, ~ow that vicwr)' was assured, lhe Athenians
held ofl: proposing to the Sparlans that they
sUIl·cnder. Ancr much discus.,ion lhe remaining
'192 rm:n, 1'10 of thcm Spaniatcs. ,I.;":lve lhemselvcs
up ilnd \\'erc tak.'n to Alh(.'ns,

Dt....pitc the brilliant:(' of Demost henes' laetics in
refusing to emplo>' hi~ hoplites ill:1 situation where



light lroops could be USl.xl so much more eUcclivcly,
it was Cleon who, on I'eturuing LO Athens, LOok the
praise for SO pr<:sligiow~ a victory, and it seemed
that the fonulI(:s of thc warmougers ill Athenian
polilics were in the ascendant. But, two years later,
Cleo., died in the roul of the Athenian anny at
Amphiopolis, and a fifty-year peace treaty was
negotiatcd which called for Athens to hand back
those cities she had annexed during the war, along
with thc prisoners from Sphacteria. In retllrn, she
regained nearly all the lerritol;es she had possessed
ill lhe commencement ofhostililies. And so the war,
which had been so acutcly cxpensive in bolh
human and economic terms, led only to a rc~

sumplion of lhe SlatuS quo, as far as Alhens and
Sparta were concerned. BUL C.orinth, Boeotia and
Mcgara were so dissatisfied that the reopening of
hostilities was inevitable.

Several former Spartan allies, Argos, Corinth,
Manlinea and Elis, formed an alliance inde~

pendently of the Lacedaemonians and negotiated a
treaty with Ihe Athenians in 420 B.C. under the
al.-gis of a new and influential Alhenian strategos,
Alcibiades. This state ofaffhirs was shortlived for,
after a Spartan victory at fo.'lantinea in 418 n.c., the
PdoponnCl'lian stales rejoine<1 the Spanan camp
and Lacedaemoninn supremacy over the Pclopon­
nese was once more established.

Under Aleibiadcs the Athenian quest for ll1as~

tery of the Greek world found ne\V inspinHion and
the Assembly, despile the opposition of Alcibiades'
fcllow stmtegos Nicias, ratified an ambitiolls scheme
toconquer Sicily, in particular the port ofSyracuse.
An impressive force was mustered comprising 5,000
hoplilCS, 1,300 lightly armed troops and a fleet of
134 triremes with a complement of about 20,000
men. In addition 10 this there wcre large numbel'S
ofsupply ships and altendalll vcssels. Although the
land force was relatively small, the supremacy of
her fleet over any Syracusan opposition gave
Athens hope for victory in Sicily. The expedition
was led by ~icias, Alcibiadcs and Lamachus; bUl
not long after arrival in Sicily, Alcibiades was
recalled Lo face political charges, and chose instead
to escape to the Peloponnese. Lamachus favoured a
swift attack on Syracuse, but Nicias wasted lime in
futile exercises and the Syracusans took the
opportunity to organize their defences and send for
help to Corinth and Sparta.

In the spring of 'P4 B.C. an Athenian assault
g-aincd possession of the plateau ofEpipolac, which
commanded the city from the WL"St, and they began
building a wall running north 10 south over Ihe
plateau in an attempt to cut Syracuse olf from the
rCSt ofSicily. The Syracllsan OPIXlSition \Vas unable
to prevenl this and the situation was becoming
desperate, when the Corinthian Reel arrived,
backed up by a hastily raised army of2,000 hoplitcs
and light troops led by Cylippus. This army
managed to seize the northern part ofEpipolae and
to construcl a counter wall wcstv..ards across the
plateau, frustrating the Athenians and CUlling their
land communications. This forced the Athenians to
send for reinforcements, which \Vere dispatched
under lhe command of Demosthencs and E.lIry­
medon. Upon his arrival, Desmosthenes decided
thaI an immediale attack oflcred the best chance of
SUCCl.'SS. He made a night attack on Epipolae but
was unsuccl."SSful and therefore decided lhal wilh~

drawal was the wisest course. Delayed by Nicias'
indecision, the Athenian (Iect was suddenly block~

adcd by lhe Syracllsans in the Creat Harbour and,
despile a valiant attempl to smash their way
through LO freedom, the army was forced to make a
landward retreat towards Catania, north of Syra­
cuse. They marched ill .1 hollow SClliare, protcctL-d
around the outside by heavy infantry. Faulty
communications lcd to thesepanttion or the leading
division, under Nicias, from the rear, It::d by
Demosthelles, and the force was soon overtaken
and massacred by the Syracllsan anny. ~icias and
DemosthenL"S were cxecutl.-d and thc 7,000 Sllr~

vivors were imprisoned in the SlOne quarries of
Syracuse, where they su(lcrecl terrible privations in
the merciless climate.

The Syracusan disaster was an immense setback
to Athenian imperialism and her enemies were
quick to take advantage of the situation. Several
states revolted, and Sparta began refurbishing her
Aeet with 100 new ships. Besidcs these develop­
mentS within Creece itself, the Persians, on the
othcr side of Ihe Aegean, renewed their interest in
the Ionian Creek Slates.

A.lcibiadc:s, who had left just bclore the fateful
events at Syracuse, was at this time busying himself
with political machinations involving Athens,
Sparta and the satrap of Lydia, Tissapherncs.
Putting himself at the disposal of the Athenians,

2S



Alcibiadcs helped lIu:m to rCl;'nin thl' Hf'llc.<ipOIII
and the Bosphorlls btu, ;'lft('r the ddeal or an
Athcnian A('ct al :"l'OIillm ill 406 !l,C., he was
replacoo b} Conol1. Hearing lhat lIw Spartan f1ect
under L}s<lIIc1cl' wa" allf'ltlplinjt to disrupt j\then·
ian Pontic trade and had bc~iel;'cd I.amps."l.cus in

:n. Dfla.il or ......Ile pIlmtUo&t doowu. ..~ -rU>!; •
Pbryp cap-S'S"C. 'I"h.K", .rch"," W"'rI! UIHed by Al.esaDder i.Il

"" L~

the Hellespont, COIIOII took 1130 ships and onered
battle at Acgospotami.

Tht, clay after he arrivcd Conon rowt:d up
to\\ards Iht, Spal'tan fleel at Lampsacusonly to find
thai Lysanclt.'r refused 10 engagc-, and so the
Alhenians returned (0 J\("gospotal1li, pursut.:d by
Spartan I"econnai.£sanc(' ships, For a further lour
days this exercise was rc-p<'att'd; the next day. the
Athenians, returning from }ct another unsuccessful
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challenge, put ashore in the ba}' ofAegospol<ulli to
collect supplies. Apprised of this by his scouts,
Lysander launched a surprise all.lck and c<lptured
all but nine of the Athenian ships, massacring over
3,<X>O men. Conan escaped with eight ships to
Cyprus, and a solitary dispatch boat made its way
back to Athens with news of the disaster.

The SI>artanS followed up this virtual annihi­
lation ()f the Athenian Oeet by besieging Athcns
with the Pcloponnesian anny, and, blockaded from
the sea by the victorious Lysander, Athens was
obligl.-d to negotiate a settlement. The Spartans, in
a position to demand almost any terms, insisted
that the Long Walls and fortifications be pulled
down, all foreign Pos.<;('.$.<;ions "riven up, and Athen­
ian control confilll..'Ci to Allica and Salamis.

Sparta, hitherto the champion of individual statc
auu>nomy in Creece and the encmy of Athenian
imperialism, now revealed the very attitudes
against which shc had ostensibly fought. TIle
oligarchic governments she attcmpted to impose
upon subject statcs proved unpopular, .1I1d Sparta
had considerAblc trouble maintaining her leader­
ship in Crttk politics.

At the end of the Peloponncsian war the city
militias which, during the years of conflict, had
been almost pcnnanently mobilized, were disban­
ded. LafKc numbers of experiena.'Ci soldien were
thus seeking employment of some kind, and,
capitalizing on their capacity as fighting men, they
hired themselves Ollt to anyone who would pay well
for their services. In 401 B.C. an opportunity arose
for many mercenaries to take up amlS again in the
pay of Cyrus, younger brother of the Persian king
Artaxerxes. Intending to overthrow his brother,
Cyrus induced the cities of Ionia to revolt against
the satrap Tiss<lphernes, and mustered an infantry
force of 4°,000 (10,000 of whom were mercenary
hoplites) together with about 3,000 cavalry.
Included in this force were 700 hoplitl.."S sent by
Sparta, well aware that she was in debt to Cyrus for
aid hc had supplied during the Peloponnesian war.

After marching 2,400 kilometres, Cyrus con­
fronted Artaxerxcs' anny at Cunaxa, north of
Babylon. Artaxerxcs' army was probably half as
strong again as Cyrus' ann}' and w;as equipped ,·..ith
thc scythed chariots lIpon which lhe Persians relied
to break lip the enemy's fonnation. Cyrus' troops
allowed the Persian chariots and cavalry to pass

through their ranks rciOltivdy harmlessly and then
advanced on !he Persians, mOlny of whom lk-d
imlll(·diatcly. Cyrus' cavaJry then chargcd, but in
an attempt to reach his brother ill order to kill him
penonally Cyrus was separated from the support of
his army and lost his life.

The conclusion of the battle left both Greeks and
Persians unsure of what to do next. Despite their
victory, the Greeks were faced with attempting a
withdrawal with many hostile Penians still in the
area. The Persians, for their part, were loath to
engage the Greeks but keen to be rid of them. They
oOi.:rcxl to cscon them out of the country and back
to Creece, but soon after the march started the
Greek generals were lured away from the army and
put to death and the retreating soldiers were then
attacked. Quick 10 defend tht'msclv('", they group­
ed in a hox formation with hoplites round the
outside and, keeping the Persian eav.dry and light
troops at bar with slingcn, the Greeks, who had
maintained good order and quickly elected new
strategoi. managed to reach Trilj>Czos on the Black
Sea. Thi extraordinary retreat well illustrated the
ingenuity of Greek soldiers in maximizing their
strength in the face of far superior numbcn.

Wilh Cyrus dead, Tissaphcrncs atlempted to re­
($tablish his mle in Ionia, and the Grcek cities there
appcak'Ci to Spana for protection. A fleet com­
manded by Pisander was sent to their aid but at the
bauleofCnidus in 394 B.C. it clashed with a Persian
force under Conon, the Athenian commander who
had escaped;;ll Acgospotami and had had a change
of heart. The Spartans lost fifty triremes, and all
hope of naval suprcmacy in the Aegean. Taking
advantage of this dcfeat, the Greek city statcs
banded together in revolt. Supported by the
Persians, Thebes, Athens, Corinth and Argos
rebclk-d, and although they were defc<ltl.'Ci by the
Spartans ncar Corinth in July 3!H B.C., they
entered upon the Corinthian war, during which
some notable successes were scored against the
Spartans by the allied generals. Eventual stalemate
led to Persian-inspired peace proposals which
demanded the forfeit of Asiatic Greek cities to the
Persians, and re--cstablishcd Spartan leadenhip in
Creece. It was nOt long before Ihe inevitable
rebellion came. '11is time thc centre was Thebt.-s,
fortunate in her military commander Epam­
inondas, who is said to have introduced into Creek
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2,3- Phrygian Ilbicldll, quiyeu ....d bilH/,...e. (bailie
.ll").

warfare the successful us~ of a Lactic against the
renowned Spartan hoplitcs.

In a valley near Leuctra in Boeotia, a Spartan
force thought to number approximately 10,000, of
whom 1,000 were cavalry, met Epaminondas
whose army was of a similar size and constitution.
The Spartans took up their traditional formation,
with the best troops on the right wing, and the rest
of their infantry spread out, twelve deep, in a
relatively straighl line. Epaminondas posted his
Theban infantry, finy deep, on the left of his force
opposite the crack Spartan troops, and had the
remainder ofhis men set obliquely back towards his
right wing. The cavalry of both sides, stationed
ahead of the infarnry, engaged first, and the
Spartans were decisively defeatcd; whilst still in
disarray, the Spartans were hit by the massed
strength of the hoplites on the Theban left and were
unable to resist. The Spartans losl ovel' 1,000 men,
400 ofwhorn were Spartiatcs, a terrible blow to a
state whose forces had never beforc been defeated
in pitched baltic. It was now the turn ofThebes to
dominate, JUSt as Sparta and Athens had once
done, but this served only to unite the city states of

28

the old Peloponnc..'sian Leaguc against her, leading
to a confi'ontation of the Theban and allied armies
at Mantinea. Both lorces were over 20,000 strong
and Epaminondas' tactics were the same as they
had been al Leuctra. The massed Thebans broke
their opponents' right wing, but Epaminondas was
killed, and without his genius the Thcban army
failed to push home for a decisive result. Aner that,
Theban power f<lilcd, and the city states, SCjuab­
bling over political cOlltrol, litlle suspecled the
radical changes which lay in the near fUlUre.

cu1!exflllrler the qrertf
On the death of his brother Perdiceas in 359 B.C.

Philip II of Macedonia, then aged twenty-three,
seized the throne. During his reign he created a
unified national army such as had never been seen
by the volatile alliances of Greek states. In the first
two years of his rule he succeeded in redefining the
boundaries of lhe fragmented kingdom he had
inherited, and spreading his interest." farther afield
towards Pangaeus, Thrace and Chalcidice.

Although reluctant al first to interfere in the
an-airs of other Creek states} Philip was forced in
354 D.C. to take aClion against Phocian interference
in Thcssaly, which lay immediately to the south of
his o\"n lands. Defeating the Phocian army ncar
Pherae in 352 lLC., he moved on against Phocis
itself, but arriving at Thcrmopylae he found the
Phocian army supported by 5,000 Athenian hop­
lites and decided that it would be prudent to
withdraw. Philip was anxious to avoid conniet with
Athens, the foremost naval power in Greece, but
Macedonian policy was by now arousingconecmin
the Creek Slates. Athens however, keenly aware of
her current weaknesses, was happy 10 accept peace
proposals concluded in 34-6 B.C. which rcceivtd
Philip into the Delphic Amphictyony; this was a
federation of Creek states, and it is at about this
time that Philip developed ideas not only of
extending Macc...-donian hegcrnonyover the wholeof
Greece but of uniting the Creek states and carrying
the war against the Persians. Despite setbacks at
Perin thus and Byzantium in an attempt to take
control of the trade roules of the Hellespont, Philip
moved soulh once more and in 339 B.C., bypassed
Thermopylac and occupied Elathia. Athens and



Thcbl'5 formed an alliance against him and. raising
a force of ove.r 4°,000 mcn, they mel Philip at
ChacrOl1ca in 338 B.C. Philip, with 3°,000 infantry
and 3,000 cavalry, entrustl"<1 (0 the c....valry on his
left wing, \\'ho were led by his son Alexander, the
task of breaking the Theban phalanx. This they
duly did, whilst Philip's right wing made a tactical
rClreat to draw thc Athenians on and break the
Creek line. The plan was succl'SSful, and the
Athenians, trapped between Philip and
AI~xandcr's victorious cavalry, were severely
defeated. Appreciating the senselessness of anni­
hilating those soldiers he hoped soon to command
himself, Philip allo\\'l."<1 tht: allies to t."SCapc.

This victory effectively establisht.-d Philip's
leadcrship of the Hellenes, and having secured
Corinth, he ul1lmoned to the city dcleg-..Ilcs from
the Creek states and proposed the fonnation of a
dcfensive~lfcnsivc league under Macedonian mil­
itary command. The Greeh wcre forced. to accept.

Philip's aim was to lead an expedition into Asia
against the Persians whose perpc:tu:.tl interference
in Greek affairs «'presented. a thre';tt to :\lacOO­
onian hel{emony. In 376 n.c. he sent 10,000 men
under Pamlcnio to establish a foothold beyond the
Hellespont in Bilhynia and the Tro<td whilst he
himself asscmbled the main invasion IOree. Philip
was, howcvcr, dcstined never to realize his am­
bition personally, for in the aUllllnn of 336 II.C., al
his <!<tUghter's wedding in Pella, he was assassi­
nated, and it was left to his son, Alexander, to make
surc that til(' f('dermion did nOt degenerate once
more into <l duster of bickcrillg rivals.

Philip's death was followed by revolt among the
city.slatCS, .wd only after Alexander had swiftly
suppn.'SScd rebellion in Thclx.:s and destroyed the
city did the Creeks realize that the new ruler could
retain as strong a hold as his father had ovcr
insurgent member.statcs of the confederacy. There
had been implic.... tions of PeNiian bribery in the
revolt, and it was obvious lO Alcxander lhat his
father's plan must be implcmented if Greek unity
was to be maintained. Leaving a small force of
9,000 men and a few horse 10 keep order in Greece,
Alexander left Pella for SCSlas, and in spring 334
B.C. brought his army into Troas.

'me Persian forces under the recently CJlthront..-d
Danus III were compost.'<i, as usual, of a vast
conglomeration of troops of different nationalities

who were ncvcr wc1dt:d into a single, well organ­
ized fighting body. The b('5t troops, Greek
mercenaries and Persian cavalry, ollen found
thClnsclvcs under the higher command ofrdativcly
incompetent satraps who lacked the ability to make
the bc..-St usc of them.

Alexander's force of approximately 30.000
infantry and 5,000 ea,,",lr)' had a core of 12,000
Macedonian foot and 1,800 firsl·rate ~Iacwonian

c....valry, but included. alolll{ with 5,000 mercen·
ant. , 7,000 infantry and 600 horse from Iht' Creek
statcs. QUl.-stions of stratcgy lay elllirely with the
Maecdoniun high comm:md, and ,I s)stcm was
devised whereby reinforcements were brought
periodically from Gr(.'Cce 10 keep the ann)' up to
strength. The Mact."(.\onians' chief weakness was
their fleet, which comprised only 160 triremes. TI1C
advance force under Panncnio had OO'n suflcring
sc\'erclyat the h<lndsof :\·lemnonofRh<xlcs.andthe
s... traps of the neighbouring rt."gions, on hearing of
AIe,xandeT's arrival,joiru.:d Memnoll in thc Troad.

.... Pbrysiaoo "'ebne'-. bow, biP'"'_, qwver, Ul.niC,

.... aDd javdia. M ,. of tbe>.IC Wel'e Ofl". wg... &ad
e...ried by Pe 'roopI-
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Under the conunalld or Aristt:S, satrap or 1-(e1ks­
pontine Phrygia, lhey discussed their strategy;
Mcmnon's sound aclvicl' was to 1"('tr(':tI, destroying
the land as they WClIl, and then to carry the war
into Grcece, leaving the bcleaguen.:d Alexander in
a hostile wasteland; but this plan wa:; rejected by
the satraps, who favoured an immediate conflict,
apparently placing their confidence in the advan­
tage they had over Alexander in their choice 01"
terrain. Positioned on the eastern bank of the river
Cnmicus (which was in the area or the Dardan­
elles), they could force Alexander to attempt a
precarious crossing which would break his fi'Jr­
mation and hinder lhe cllcctivc usC' or cavalry.
Although the Persian inranu), was no malch for
that of th<: .\ilact'clonians, Arisl(.'s \\'as relying on his
superior numbers of cavalry ovcr l:j,OOO-to

counter any Maccdollian attack.
On reaching the uattle-ground Alexander's stall'

saw clearly the dangers ofa direct advance across
the river, and !>O, overnight, they moved down­
stream, fording the river at dawn. Hy Ihe time the
Persian cavalry, summoned by SCOuts, had arrived
at Alexander's crossing: point, the Maccdonian
phalanx had (oluleel up and Alexander's cavalry
charged, forcing a Persian retre~lt.

The ground 011 the eastcrn side of the Cranicus
gave the Macedonian cavalry the chance to
exercise its skill to the full, and as soon as the
Persians advanc(:d nn his position Alexander
moved his right wingcavah'y against them. Moving
first towards lhe Persian lerl, he suddenly bore
round and forced his wedge fOnllation imo the
Persian centre. The ellemy repli<"d with a similar
charge against lhe Mac<.·donian centre, but left
their infamry an easy target for lhe Macedonian
phalanx. A further cavalry charge, this time by
Parmcnio 011 the Macedonian right wing, put the
Persians to flight, leaving only a pocket of resislance
from :\1cmnon's Greek merccnari<.'S, soon overcome
by lhe triumphant Alexander. Thc dcfeat cost
Aristes 2,500 cavalry, and dispcllc<1 any illusions
Darius might have had about the gravily of the
Macedonian threal.

Many cities in Asia Minor submitted without
troublc to Alexander, but he mel with some
resistance, particularly at MiJctus and J-1alicar­
nassus. Ancr a short siege :\1iletus was occupied,
bUl Halicarnassus, defended by the experienced
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~5- C ..eek _.-rio.. in helme' offbe Doric 1I,>,le, llhietd
and .bo" sword.

'----------~)

Memnon who had escaped at Cranicus, proved
intransigent; Alexander left a detachment of 3,000
foot and 200 horse to besiege the port, and headed
on round the Lycian coast, aiming cvcntually to

occupy all the pons of tilC casten! Mcditerranean,
thus rendering the Persian rlect inoperative. By
October 333 B.C. he had arrived al Tarsus in Cilicia
whence he moved around the coast of Syria to
Myriandrus, only to hcar that Darius' forces had
manoeuvrcd into position bdliud him, at Issus, on
the northern bank of the river Pinarus. His lincsor
supply and communication cut, Alexander was
forced lO turn about and fight. His exhausted
troops marched back lowards the Pinarus where
the Persians, having once again chosen their
position with care, await<.'(! them. Darius was
protecting his weak ;\siatic infantry with Cn:ek
mercenaries, who, along with the 2,000 first class
Persian troops of thc Royal Bodyguard, and the
lightly-armed Cardaces, made up the Persian rront
line. As Alexander approached, Darius movl."<! his



which, suitably Icvclled, would be admirable
("rrain for his eil\':tlry and chariots.

After allowin~ his arm) sc'vcral elays' Tcst,
Alcxallder, \\ ho had heard from ("tptuTcd 5C'UliIS of
D'lrius· filial plan, l'("'lched the ballkficld and saw
10 his horror that Darius' Corc<.'S were considl.'rablv
stron1;l'r than hl' had believed. The Great King was
rel)'ing on a strongly armed cav;111) of 34,000 to
Coml his front line; the ~lacedoniallC3\"alry \\'ould
be oUlllumberccl by almost five to OIl(', On 29
$eptl'mber Alexander rccnnnoitred Ihe plain and
retircd to his \C'1lI to dcvelop his strategy,

I
--------_/\

The battk order ofAkxall(lcr's "nn) wa." dra\\'n
up IIl'Xt day in much the same wa)':ts it had been al
GmniC\lS and Is...us, but wilh lhl.' wings streng­
tlH'lloo and angk-d back from the main force.
Behind a cavalry scrt:t:n on Ihe right wing, he
placed a powerful mercenary force, whilsl the
remainder of Ihe lIlereenal'i(,"S and the League
inlalltry protected lilt' rcaI', The It-ft wing was, as
usu;ll, II nell'" thl' coml11;lnd of POI I'ml.'nio. AI,'xandl.'r
plalllu'li to IIS(' the fort iIll'(l wings or his ann) to
draw lhe Persian strength onlO his flanks and thell
to make a dccisive charge illlo thl.' PeNian centre
w)a.'rc Darius himsclf \\'<lS posiLionc..-d, As the twO
itrmi(,.'S approachl-d each oLlu.'r, Alexander's men
drifted over lowards the rough ground on Darius'
left and this mitllOCU\'re forc<."(1 the Persians 10 take
the iniliati\'e. Bcssus, leading the Persian left·wing
c3\alr), cngagl,.-d the ~I:tccdonians,but found that
he nl'(.'dOO continual reinforcemcnts to counteract
the largc numbers oC men Alexander WilS pushing
Ollt to reSist him. On the :\taccdonian left (lank

(
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main cavall) fort:c onto his right wing ncar the sea
shore. Parmcnio and Alexander h'd the left and
right wing ca\'alry respecti\'ely, the phalanx taking
up the centre,

A5 soon 'lS the lirst volley of arrow~ had been
loosed b) the Persian archers, Ah.'xandcr led the
Companion C.'nall) in a brilli,ult eharge \\hich
s.hattered Darius' right wing. Howevcr,thiscreah.:d
a gap to the riglll of thc struggling t\1.tcedonian
phal:lI1x and into this gap Dariu..'s Creek mCfCt'n­
aries poured, hauling furiously with All'X~lll(!t'r's

celllre, Ah'xandC'r's main conCel"ll now was either to
capture l)aritl~ or to kill him, hopillK to remove,
along with the Creat King, any rurther united
opposition within the Pl.'rsian ":lllpire, Darius,
seeing the danger, ned Ihe baHIe field, although he
apparently wounded Alexander who almost lOok
him in a direrl charge.

Before he could pursue, Alex.meler had first to
make surc of his victory; he turnl,,1 his I'ighl wing
against the Persian centre, The mercenaries wcrc
sh:ltteral and their predicamcnt cauSl"(lthe cavall)'
on their right to follow Darius in flight. '111C
t\lacedonians followed and th(' Pt'r..iam were
routed, j\lexandcr was now fR"C to pursue the Creat
King himsdC, bUI Darius had mittie I{ood his escape,
Over 10,000 Gn'ck mcrcen:u'ic's stlccc:.-ssfully rc­
treatc:.-d, to 0[f('1' their sc!"·ice.'l in the IIC:Xt ('onflict,
which wa.~ ill('vit:thk iU 10nK as Darius remained
overlurd of til(' I't-n;i.m Empire.

Alexander pushed on dow11 the S) rian coast,
taking all the Persian naval bases and thereby
ublaining (,()lllplc'I(' control ill lhl' ('astl'l'll ~'kditcr­

ranean. A detour was made inlu f'h"Ypl, hUI by the
summcr oC 33t R,C, Alesander had led his ann)'
back 1I01'lhwards through S)'ria to Thapsacus on
the Euphrates, ell route for B:\hylon, the economic
centre of the Empire, Meanwhile, Darius, thinking
lhat Alexander would head duwn thc Euphr.ltt:s,
prepared fur a repeat ur ArtaXl'rSt'S' deleat at
Cunaxa which lay a litlle north of Babylon, The
~St\ltc ~Iacedoniankader was lIut, ho\\('vcr, tu be
dra\\I1 into lhis trap, :tnd havill~ c'oJSSCd Iht: Ri\'er
Euphrates struck out nonh IOwards Carrhae.
Darius was Corttd to change his plans and he took
his Coren to Arbela, hoping to meet Alexandcl' at
the Tigris, B)' September he Cound thaI Alexander
was heading still furthcr norlh .md decid<.-d 10
engal{C him al GUilgamcla, where there was a plain
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27. G........ ....rrior .......... (rom a brol...e i. a
RorftOUDe plIery.

Parnlenio was juSt managing to hold off Mazcus
and the Persian right wing cavalry. As soon as the
Persians were fully occupied 011 both his flanks
Alexander led a furious charge, in the proved
wedge formation, directly illlo the Persian centre,
and succeed<."d in putting Darius 1,0 flight. Bcssus,
now cut off from Darius and fearing that
AJexander's wedge might tum upon his cavalry,
began to retreat. Once it became clear that Darius
had fled, Mazeus tOO withdrew from the siruggle
and the Persian front line rapidly disintegrated.
ReporLS of the losses at Cuagamela were ineon·
sistent, and Ihere arc no reliable figures on which to
base an estimate. Alexandcr immediately set off
aftcr Darius, only to find lhat he had oncc more
disappeared. However, Alexander had less cause to
worry now thai the defeat at Cuagamela had
destroyed the Creat King's credibilily.

Alexander marched on to Babylon, and tOok it
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easily bccausc the walls had been allowed to
crumble away; from there he moved eastwards
through SUS3, Pcrscpolis and Pasgarda, then north·
west to F.cbatana. Darius still eluded him, and
when, a few days later, Alcxander finally caught up
with him, he had bt..'C11 murdered by ~us,who no
doubt felt that Darius' failure at Cuagamcla was
tOO much 10 bear.

Assuming the title of King of Kings, Alexander
marched to the eastern satrapics 10 consolidatc his
new cmpire, establishing lorts for the defence ofhis
north·eastem frontier before turning south into
India. He crossed the Indus and arriv<:d in 326 B.C.

at Hydasl>t."S Jhclum). Alexander had hoped to
ford the river Jhclum at Haranpur but arriving at
the crossing found Porus, an Jndian king, waiting
on the opposite bank with a formidable force
including archers, chariots and, most terrifying of
all, elephants. Crossing the rain-swollen river at
this point was, ofcourse, Out of the question, and so
Alexander plann<.-d to deceive Porus into holding
his position whilst the main Macedonian force was
transported upstream to cross the river further east
at Jalapur. Leaving a force under the command of
Craterul at Ha'd.npur to trick Porus into believing
that the army was delaying there, Alexander
moved a force of 5,000 horse and 10,000 foot
upstream and bc~an to Iransport it across 10 Ihe
south bank. News of this manoeuvre reached Porus
while there was slilltime for him to counter it, and
he realized thai his wisest move was to engage
Alexander as soon as possible, pl'cferably before the
Macedonians re-fonned on the southern bank.
Leaving a small force to hold Craterus off, he went
Ul>slream to meel Alexander wilh an army esti­
mated at about 22,000, including 2,000cavalry and
130 elephants.

Porus drew up his baule line, aboul six kilo­
metres long, on a Oalsandy plain, cast ofthe crossing
at Haranpur. The bulk of his troops were infantry
but on each wing he posled his cavalry, screened by
war chariolS. \Vhen the IwO amlics met, Alexander
sent two divisions of cavalry, out of sight, around
the Indian right wing. His hope was that upon
seeing the dCI)lctcd main Macedonian cavalry,
Porus would launch against it both wings ofhis own
cavalry, ;n an attempt to wipe it out and gain a
swift victory. Alexander's assumption was correct;
as the right wing of the Jodian cavalry charged,



Alexander's reserve force took them from the rear.
With the Indian horse trapped, Alexander ordered
the phalanx and Guards Brigade to advance, and
the b;lItle waS!iOOn won.

111(': march into India cOnlinued, Alexander
planning' to reach the Canges and then the coast.
However, his men, veterans of an arduous and
lengthy campaign, found their morale broken by
the unbearable monsoon climate and they refused
to go further. Alexander had no oplion but 10 make
the journey homeward. I-Ie constructed a fleet on
theJhclum and followed the river 10 the mouth of
the Indus, where, having established a naval
station at Pattala (I-Iydcldbad), he divided his
army illto two sections and made his way back 10
Susa, which he reached in the spring of 324- B.C. A
year latcr hc mov{:d to Babylon, his chosen capital,
and began 10 plan various explorations of his
empire. Alexander himself never implementc..-d
thL'SC projCCtS, for he fell ill with malada, and on 10

June 323 B.C., he died leaving his empire 10 be
fought over by the strongc..'St of his generals.

In the years after his death the memory of
Alexander merged with romalllic tak'S of
superhuman valour giving rise to the myth which
represents him as a demi-god, pursuing a vision of
world unity. A closer look at Alexander's history
may suggest a ratherdiff"ercnt story, but even today
his military prowess and indisputably brilliant
generalship remain his most enduring monument.

erhe'P/ates
II J Persian stwulard·hearer
This slandard-bearer, taken from a painting on a
Greek vase, wears the tmditional \'\Iolf-skin he'ld­
dress over Ihe head and shoulders as a dislillClioll of
rank. The colourful, patterned, timic and Lrousers
made Lhe standard-bearer easy to recognize in
bailie. The 'unifonn' followed the Mt.-dian style
with close-fitting tunic and narrow sleeves, tighl at
Lhe wrist; under the plain short skirt. the c1ose­
filling trousers also filled. tightly at the ankle. 0

shield was carried as both hands were required (0

raise tIle standard, but slung from the left shoulder

lt8.C~_rrior, dno_ r.-... SOeil..... va....

was a bow and quiver of arrows. Traditionally the
Persians and the Medc..'S served mainly as archers.

A2 PerjiaJl Immorlal spearman
From inlol111ation shown in colourful glazed-brick
rclier.~ in the ruins of Perscpolis the Immortal
spearman is depicted here in the dress 01" the king's
bodyguard; they were the elite corps of the king's
bodyguard and army, and Ihey were called
'Immortals' because thcir numbers were never
allowed to fall below 10,000, with the possible
addition of some infamry and cavalry. They wore
the Persian style oflong-skirted, loose-filling tunic
with the wide flowing skeves. The skirt was hitched
up in front with a fringed waisl sash. It is possible
that a dose-fitting under-tunic was worn with
narrow skc\'es fitting tightly at the wrist (these can
be seen emerging from the \'\'ide sleeve). The tunic
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29- G.--Io •.rrnour, .....wiaS _ "rly "bi ...1d (ro... lJ>e
UoJid..., ..........ee. v-yes. sword, bow, qui_r aftd
.....,..Id "Ia.fr..

was colourrully dc<:orau..:d with lIoral 01'" g(.'Ometric
designs. '111C hail'" and bt:ard were plaited in the
Penian rash ion, and encircling the head was a
broad twisted cord fillet. He c.arried the main
Persian weapons. a spear and bow with quiver.
Both the bow and the ornate quiver were hung from
the lert shoulder and the long, 2i·metre spear with
the pomegmll<lte bUll spike was carried in the right
hand .. For the officers, the butt spike was gilt and ror
tilt: men it was ill silver .. On active service the
Y1cdian style dn.::!s would probably have been
worn.

A3 Persian arcllu
The Median.stylc dress ror all archer was a long
tunic coming to the knee, with the tight-fitling
sleeves to the wrist. Under the tunic trousers were
worn. A coloured sash was wound round the \"aist.
knotted in the centre and the ends allowed to hang
down in rrom; the reet were covered with light
slippcn. The hair and beard were decorated with
plaits and drtto;cd in the Pcnian style, and a brimless
high 'bowler typc' hat was worn. A shaped quiver.
which alsocarricd the bow, was carried over the lert
shoulder, and in the right hand was a typical spear.
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B Arab cam~1 calJQlry
rnle bas-rclier work in the mins or the Palace or
Assurbanipal at ~inc\"eh showsdelailsorthe camel­
riding Ar.:tbs. The Assyrians had almost deslroyed
the desert nomads to which these camel riders
belonged and had thereby opened the way ror the
Persian attack and invasion orthcir country.

The I)ersillns rurthcr developed the camel
cavalry corps ror their own IJse and the fint-known
successful operation was against the Babylonian,
Cro('!i.US, in 547 u..c. and later against the <I1..-scn
nOlllads ol"Syria and Arabia. The camel corps was
oncll a two-man unit 01" cavalry, being us(.'d as
lightly·armcd mounted bowmen. Mobility and
lllanoeuvrability sccm to havc been the slrong
poinu or lhis arm or the Persian cav.dry and they
were probably used ror skirmishin rand ror
pursuing the retreating enemy.

C I Gruk light infantry (!!.J·n/net)
Th(.'Se soldiers were used as psiloi, whieh was a title
givcn to thc light inrantry skinnishen. Their main
task was to opcn the conniet by harassing the
enemy in short swirL attacks with the cavalry on
their flanks. The hoplitc phalanx(.'S, holding the



centnal pOSitIOn, would charge the enemy ancr
several all:tCks by the psi/oi.

Thisg).,,,,ul soldier (the name means naked) was
anned with the simplest weapons, a sword (mo(h.
aira) and ajavelin or club. The briefcsi orclothin~,

usually a chilDn tumed down and fastened at the
"'aist, which left his arms completely free, and
movCIll<:1ll unimpaired. He made an excellent
skirmisher for the type ofwarfare which was carried
out in this period.

C2 Cruk hl!a1!1 infa"try (hoplill!)
The massed fOI·mation of hoplitcs was a most
formidable tactic, their harsh discipline and
fanatical refusal 1,0 yield gl"Ound making them idl;ill
soldiers. Thc heavy bell-shaped cllirnss so popular
in the c1assic.al period was now giving way to it

compositc flexible leather-backed corselet which
was covered with small over-lapping melal plates.
Over this body· piece were two shouldcr·picces,
which were secured at the back, and then pulled
over Ihe shoulders and laced 'It the fronl. This
corselel was worn over the simplcchito" which came
down to the middle of the thigh. The body, fmlll
the waist down, was prOlCClt.-d. as were somelimes
the shoulders, by strips of leather known as ptnug'-s
(feathers) usually weighted with a small metal
plate.

The large round shield, which was called an
aspis, was peculiar to the hoplitcs; it was designed SO
that the suppo.·t ann band and the hand gtip
positioned lhe shield to protect half of the holder
and half of the hoplite Oil his left. This madc the
solid formation fOI" which they were reno\~ned.The
shield-boss was often shaped like the head of an
animal and painted. The shins and lower leg:s were
protected by bronze greaves, with the feet oftl;n
bare. t\s all hoplites had to find their own
equipment there were variou,; styles, and the
helmet was no exception. The hoplite illustrated
wears a Doric-stylc helmet, which was completely
closed except for two small openings for the eyes,
and ornamenled with a large horsehair crest fixed
to the top of the helmet, with a fcatheron each side.

The shon, thrusting, straight s\'.'Ord was lor
fighting OIl close quarters; for the formation c.harge
the long-shafted spear was used. Until the time of
Alcxander, the hoplites often worc their hair long,

,,
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:to Creek tnunpelttr wi&.h ,.hi,dd ('"Pi.), from whidl,,-S- painted tq; po"Otector, fron> ....._ paintin«.

which could be: a disadvantage III dosc-quarter
fighting.

C3 Gruk s/ingl!r
Similar to the gym"tls, lhe slingers wcre also light
infantry skirmishers (psi/oi). "nley WOI·e a simple
chiton with no armour other than the small round
shield (pdle). "part from the sling their only
weapons would be perhaps a small knife or dagger
carried frOIll a shoulder sling on the len side. The
sling made li·om leather could be a most eOeclive
and dangerous weapon in thl; right hands; missiles
were either stones or small lead pieces, sometimes
messages were carvc..-d on the missiles, for usc in
siege warfare. I t was said that the finest slingcrs in
the Greek anny came from the i land of Rhodes.

D Pusiul/ calJolrymO'I
When describing lhe Persian army of this period
with its heterogeneous appca ...."'nce it must be borne
in mind th:ll, despite 3rchac..'Ological discoveric.."S
and Greek writers such as Herodotus and Xcn·
ophon, tlu: dress is mostly reconstruction and npen
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10 dispute, especially as the Persians went un·
chronicled by their own people. Thiscavalryman is
calTying a shield; opinion is dividL'd aboul whether
or not shields were carried. The horse is without
armour for, ahhouRh there were cavalry unilS
which were pal'lially annoured, this was not a
widespread practice.

During combat the PCI"Sian army wore Median
dress, which was marc practical fOI" horse-back
t;dinR an(1 campaigning, and which was usually
brightly coloured. A vcry omalC and elaborate
bronze helmet was worn which had a horse-hair
creSl on the top and a trailing tail ill the base of the
helmet. His quilted linen cuirass, possibly with
metal shoulder picct.'S, had the advantage of being

light in weight and very functional. The weapons
were javelins or spears or bows and arrows. The
mounts used by both Greeks and Persians were
well-bred horses of about fourteen LO fiftccn hands
and were typical of the countries surrounding the
Mediterranean at this period. The Persian cavalry
used bridles thaI were very much the same as
modern oncs. There was no saddle and no stirrups;
the cavalryman's only comfort was a saddle cloth
which was secured by a g-irth to the horse.

E f Gretk JlOpliie
The appearance of these heavily~armourcd hop­
lites varied from cilY State 10 city state only by the
various emblems and blazons painlt.-d on the shield
races and armour. Allhough constantly at war with
each other, theyjoined rorccs to combat the I)crsian
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invasions in 490 and 480 B.C. The basic dress was
the cOI'Sclet with the two shoulder piccc..'S, the lower
pan of tile body being covered by lhe leathersll'ips
(pteruges). Thc shield was round and mcasurcd
about onc metre or morc in diamet£r; often this had
lar~e bosses on the Ii'ont in the fonn ofanimal heads
and were uSed ill dosc-quartCl' figilling 10 pllsh
against the cncmy and crush him. The Corinthian.
type helmct was made in one piece with a large
coloured horsehair crest. Painted brOn7A: greaves
were wom as leg protectors. The short thrusting
sword was carried hanging from a leather strap
over the right shoulder. A long spear was often used
which had a head at either· end; when the shaft was
broken the weapon could be reversed and the fight
COlltinued.

£2 Greek archer
The Creeks were nOl renowned for their proWl.."SS as
archers, compared with the Persians, although
some sources state that the Athenians did maintain
a regiment ofarchers during the Persian wars. This
reconstruction is from a statue dated c. 480 B.C. and
shows an archer in action. He wore a lion·skin
head-covering, and a leathercorselcl with shoulder
pieces over the traditional clli/on tunic. From the
waist hung the leather pleruges. Over his shoulder
hung the quiver which was usually very ornately
decorated. He squalled so as to be in the best firing
posilion. They were used in the phalanx among (he
hoplites and, in the psiloi, as light infantry.

£3 Creian archer
These archers were mercenaries and, apart from
the Scythian archers, were the only troops to be
hired by the Alhenians as regular light infantry.
They were employed in the same capacity as
slingcrs and othcr light troop!;, either a!; psiloi or
positioned among the hoplite heavy infantry. Their
distinctive characteristic was the red ,lLi/oll tunic.
They wore no body armour and their only
protection was the small round bronze shield
(pella). Ali well as bow and quiver or arrows it is
possible that they also c.u-ried javelins.

F I Phrygian heauy-inJantry me,cmary
These tough mercenaries came from the north of
Asia Minor and scrvcd both Greek and Persian
maslers. Their LUnics were colourful and their body

3.a. G~ _Idlers retu.......L~::..lID to.uJe, carvin! fro.... lhe
(:ODJ.rnerno... tioD marble of i •. (Piraow.lI MUlIflUD)

armour was made from leather with metal rein­
forcements. Under the leaLlIer armour the arms
and legs were covered with a highly-coloured thick,
woven material, which was close-filling and was
tight at the wriStS and ankles. The head was covered
by a metal helmet which came in various forms; the
one here has movable check.pieccs, which arc
shown turned up. \"'eapons consisted of spear,
sword or axe (bipennu). A special feature was the
crescent·shapcd shield which enabled the soldier to
get very close to the cavalryman.

1'2 Pasion speamuJr/
This is in all probability'l Persian spe.mnan, but as
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33. CroWD Prince Xen:es, delail from. the Treasury Friese a1
Persepolis. (National MUHunl, Athua>l)

all troops of the Persian anny wore the Mcdian­
style c1othcson campaign it may be a little difficult
to dislinguish the regular troops from the dite
'Immortals'. The colourful tunic cmnc to mid­
thigh or slightly lower; trousers were worn under
the llmic and fiued very closely to the leg and
ankle. Various wurces state that armour was worn
but. as there is no evidence of this, it must be
assumed that it wa'i worn under the tunic, a
common practice in warmer climates. The head
was covered by a loose cloth which framcd the face,
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31- A Gre<':k hopUte without a .hield., detail from a ...,Iid".
(National MUHunl, A1heo.)

allen concealing the lower jaw. The high crown
was usually a sign of rank. J::quipmelll was the
standard shield, quiver and bow and lhe long spear.

J~ Persian o.Dicer
Persian officers wore a quilted type annourover lhe
clothing, as the Persians and Mee!cs were llsed as
Iighliy-armed mourned archers. Officers wore the
Median-Iype campaign dress with the knee·lcngth
tunic, and trousers. The <Iuilted armour came to
waist and a sash encircled the waist. A short broad-



sword, similar to the Greek one was used, mainly
for thrusting, this was supponcd in a scabbard
which hung from a leather sling from the left
shoulder. A turban covered the head and a cloak,
which was very useful on campaign, \Vas oneil
worn.

G I Greek cavalryman
With all lhe trappings of the hoplitc, thc heavy
cavalryman was able to fulfil the roles of in­
fantryman and horseman. Oflen these elite caval­
rymen cum hoplitt.'S would ride to the site of the
hattie then djsmount ,md fight on fool. The
equipment and arms were the same as those of a
hoplite with the exception of the shield; a caval­
ryman never carried one. The typc ofhelmct worn
by this c.'l.valryman was known as 'Attic', afi.er the
Coddess Athenc. As all the equipment was pur­
chased by the soldiers themsclvc.:s. therc was vcry
lillie uniformity.

G2 Thtssaliofl cQ/'alr;'flWlI
One of the most popular figures takcn from Greek
va>;t· painting is the ullusual figure oflhe Thcssalian
horseman, Tht.'Se cavalrymen came from the plains
of Thessa1y in the north of Greece, and were
mercenarit.'S. This lypical Thessalian wears the
,hilon turned down 10 the waist and, ovcr his
shoulders, a stiff brightly-coloured cloak. His
distinctive Thcssalian hat was often called a sun­
hat because of its very wide brim and small crown.
As all horsemen of that period did, he rode without
saddle or stirrups, only a small ephippioll or
saddlecloth was sometimcs placed 011 the horse's
back. The horse was the usual small Mccliterrancan
type, extcnsivdy used by the cavalry at this time.
Spears or javelins were carried.

G3 Armoured ilifantry hoplite
Though the appe,lrance of the hoplitcs varied with

• CII ,..tiefqui mon",' "" tardc du W<po-'''d."r de Om.... It Cn UOj,li'e
,\'h"ni~" n'<'(' "" botld,.., 'und cl un U"l"~ t),-.,iq"e. 3 1),;'~11 ,fune amp'''''''
rrIOIl1nlll un K"errin"':1 .'" ,lnmtSliq,,~. 4 Ixutil d'un Iua.•diddr; nanl" I "
I'erwpoliol. ~ Ok,..1.fun ... lliq ..... du.Yo"" oie<;k "'''n'ranl un Hoplile <:,«que
qUI ~ll"'lU" ,," I'e,...,. I.. I~""M" de draj>eau Ii :Iol<....e....."x <k I'I..rnh q"i ~,,~icn.
"uli,,;, I"",m.. pn!i<:<'ul", ""foe "" f,o,,, c III IUn- 7 Unc pdnn".. d'"" laval;"r
/"h...""n ."r un ,.,...., .1711./:.11 Cu<"tTH:n Alh~""",,,, SfM"'" penda,,' Ie Kucrrc
l'eJv,)Ulu""",,, d'un<: ,nm '" Aniqur d" 'ym~ .i"'le I.e., I)t.,ail d'"n.. " ,'1"..
,iii l'QrI ,vi. I).ul....., AJu.alld,e. '0 Co,-..l;", ,,,.,...,Iir, 11',111, ampho .

the personal taste of the individual the basic
cquipment prcvailed, the metal or leather based
corselel over the ,/tilon, shown here, with the
addition of a cloak. The large round shield (aspis)
had a blazon painted on, with a small canopy
attached to guard the legs from sword or spear
thrusts. Bronze greaves were worn. On the hcad
was the lonk helmet which had a fixed nose-piece
and two hinged Check-pieces; the fixed crest was a
coloured Ilors(:tail.

fll. Ha, f/] Grrek armoured infantry
These soldiers camc from the Greek: cilY states of
Athens, Sparta, Thebes or Corinth. Although thcre
was deep enmity between them they rallied
together wh<:n tll(' Persians invaded. At the baltic of
Marathon in 490 B.C., with the phalanx of the
Athenian hoplitcs, lhcy defeated the Persian
archers who were acclaimed as the bcst in tin­
world. At the baltic of Thermopylac 300 Spartan
(H2) hopliles held out for three days against a lorce
100 times greater in number, until all were killed.
The hoplite's main <:quipment remained Ihe cuirass
or corselet which covered the upper part of the
body, made of metal or some flexiblc malerial onlO
which metal strips were attached. Thc shield had a
metal ann-loop inside, at the eelllre, through
which the left arm was pushed up to the elbow. and
a metal handle near the rim. Helmets were usually
one of threc types: Dade. completely closccl with
slots for the eyes, Corinthian, made in one piece
with fixed nose and cheek-pien's, or Ionic. with
movable cheek pieces. These helmets nearly always
had crests, though latel' ones were wom without
crests. Metal greaves, sandals and boots were worn.
Thc long spears were not thrown. but were used as
thrusting weapons, either from above 10 the neck,
or from below to the poilll under the cuirass. The
shol'tsword or dagger was used as a thrusting rathel'
lhan a CUlling weapon.

.. U" arcl""<O'''OOnl IOn ar<:. ,run ....... Gr=J"r. 'I~U I.U. 'a Milliado, Ie
commandan, Gr<:<:que '~lOn...hle l1e la "k'''''e de :Iola,.,,,I...II. '3 T~,e "'un
Kuenier G,,,,,,!,,,, por'a", un ""..que bte. 'f Rdiefd'Akxaoo,e Sa.r.-OJthaK,"
M,oei"J.na", la Juue ...nrc I.,. j{U<:I'rl"n Maci<.louiens et l'enn. ,~IbJ_,';lie(;tu
7~nlC ..k:lc. "'QUI.."" I". Asoyrien. 'lui a'I;''''',,''I leo Ana""- nlOnlQi chameau.
,6 l)tlail d'un" frio<: "" 'Gig:on'......"hla·, mon''''''' UDe formati..." de bo"cJief
hoplu"C...."'I''''. '7 Cu"";,,, Gret:qu" ."""'''-I'l'' O"ri,!"",,' h"..<:lief mn<I.•8
CAl Ca"'l".. l'"rw. -49" ".1:.. (R) (:"!<l'''' '1"""";..,, <In ~""' ........ I~ "f'. it:! (~n..
Ilof.,.. <II' 3~n,elol~de. a.c. {O} CaoqueGr<'Cq"". 5<"> 3"" a.C. '9 lkla;1 d'un ,-.....
da'amdu ......"'.,.i l.. mOl"'an' ....... ' ar;e,cd'""'ldoc, d·lll1.l.oi ... "'0 Un" K""'urctl"
I6emC widc " "'--.. 'u un.. ,11>..1",,,•• Mo.rrtkmirn e qui pot.e de IonRunc I,,,,,,,,"
·Sari.... •.
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". Cr~~u..,d',," phal".... da,am dl> '7io"" _le. 22 ,\rchn ponam un boll c,
1',,1)11:,..... ,.,.,., ~IS II,C.C''''' a«:h..n~taicnl util..... p>.< Al"",antl.., "" 3:lQ B.C. *3
I:luudkro l'hrygkou, urtjuoi. c, bii",nnn.. at e:.:-lu.,.I"'ry~.., are.....pcn,..,.
..."1....... , ..nulu", t..",he r'jawlio>e t>ta""",,1' de ceo ,m""", ",.>kill .."...·is l'u I..
IfOu",," I'......., "s Guerrier Cn:cquc (IO"."nl ~" U$ljur Omi<.'M:, a'"O:<: ""
bouch.., '" ",oe cptt Ol>Unc. a6 Rouchc. '11,..1".." It'..,., arc cl ""'quo;•. 77
Cucrrkr C""''1uc dCl>ine d',," bro.."" 'lui eo' a\' k MUlft de Fln"'''''n". <a8
Gurrrkr Gr"""ll>e <1'-;"" d'un ,..... Skil;..n. "9 A,,,,,,,.. Grrc'I"" 3" t.:" IK,",mc
Cf«q... 'II'; jouc de I.. '.... "pcue. 3' Sollla.. 1',,_, dcooi•.c. de> nil"" de
1·".....".>1... :P S01d~" C''''''I'IO "",,,nam de la bataillc.lra"1l1C de S:t.1....... cn
marhn'l'0urC:O""".lIw,.....,i"" 13 XC~. !>rill.:e Il~·al.", to fli... de III uno,r"'"
d.. rrno:polit. 3(liupli<e G'«que.

Notelj sur IClj planches en couJeur

A.I .'" f'ort..... de d Vcau Ik.... pone "'''' <:<>ill'".., en I"",,"u.k Ioup de la ,ele
j""l,,'au. el,,,,,ln 1M diMing"",,"n r.ul~: il "~l>orle P'" d.· """dir. coo. ,I ~
IlCtOin de """ <ku. ",ain. jM'r cli:vrr I, d""IIUU. ~ 1.;uocirT P...... 'I",mond'
"a"it,; <'1'1.!"ardedu roll- d" roi; ih e"''''''' 'l'JI"ln ain,; car ib "'avaio,,, par It
"roi, ded'mi"urr 1''' nom!),.". moi,.. de 'u.ooo: A, An:I"" 1'<:.... l"'nant unh."il
Mnhan

B Qo"al<:ric d'A""bcI <IN. .hamrau., l>rio .1'"" bao-,rlief da,.. I.. I·alai.
d'A"u""",,lp;ol i K,t..' h. I.osAayri<:nl""'>r"t I)fNfjued~trwllnl'Oom'l<h:sdtt
doen i qui al'l"' ..." ..aie"l k:s m....I"" ... d" eha",,,au, e' .,."jl ,lo<>cOU"ri, I", ,..""
1"'1'1"<1"" In l'tton I"';-em envahir ku,. p;oYJ.

C, Gl'm....l. I"K"'·' i"fattlrt;" (;t .....lu.. , ""ut I.. hut l"it~nl'al ~1..iI dr
a>mmrt'.:<:< k "o"m, en IIareela.t" I·rocmi. Ca lloplne, iuf&n'rne G"«qu, ~"OC
butteli.,. in,"COuie "" trU, fa~n,,« flU" ului 'IU' Ie I'on, plli_ '" I""'''ltrr ,n
"",me "''''I_ 9."" 1'IwJ<nm.. de .... dl.t ll~uthe: In n..pli,.. t.ain" IV"""'''''''
I......r """" ..lIde f"",,.I;""'. C, Awloi. fron<1.... r Grttque; ...., fnm<1.. h.it
fabriquo: eu ,,"i. "I I... pJUjecliln <:t><..u.L>.i<nt de picnn "u de "",it$ ........te.u. ,Je,
1110mb flue r ........illr ...."-.:,,, a,,,,,, dco "''''''''8(&.

DUn ea,7Jttr I'e.... .....-".n' une cui ......... dnubll:e dt ,oil", """'-<lr,, ,wrr do
pittn de ,ne,all)(MJ" 1(, epaukl. "I un raA<\ur "n bnlo,~" ~v"" une <reI" d" poil.de
ch~..1'" Utte fl"""" ,,,,,;,,,,,,,,,, II 1"'"" un t.,udie<", bt"'Ill"" ['"n dh 'l'le~ n"."
porlrai. ra:" ~ 0: n"""en, la. Quelqueo ch""au.. .....-"';""1 d", ~"n'U"'1 lexh",
mail ""'I n'elail pa> aII",un;oo n'utH,,,,ill>;d.Ie ... II,,,,,, d'etrial.. m~" b .....id~
eo' ...mbl~bIe i eelui qu'un ulili." maimenattt.

E. Cr, li"I,li,,, O.f<XIue pone un raA<\u" du ,)."" eonn."", qui ~u.il fail en un
rn<l«eau a,~ enculun, de eh"""'II~~ '" rotor«. Un.. 10llgllC I~"ce a""i, d"".
I.';nll d~ chaquo: nut dr _Ie 'lui II l~ 11«"" lie n;>o"p;r.ill'a....... flOUr"";l eIre
ren"rne" '"~ ",<Vi" d" I'aulr" c6l.". U ai"n 'I"" leo Gr""'llleo n'etai"n' pao
re",....nn.., pour leu.. :lichen. il "",.,.i, flu'ib ava""'l main,,,n,,c un ,~itnatl

d'ar<:h.... <Iurant leo guen"" P"ntlo. £, Archer C.ete. A I"''' ksSq.lhielll, «t.I.­
ci ~....ittt lco aeultl trO"I"'" 'lui furettt Ioul:eo p;or I"" Athe"i",.. COmme lel¢r.
U,f.",crie ,~uh",''''

F. 1:I"rattt"~tn,,"enaire l'hry8i~,u",'lui fu, utili"",e pal leo mailr.. G.«qu..
el P,,,,,,; Ie ........,lit:r"n tOm,,, tie croioaom """n,,m"l a.. ooIdard" s·apt...och"r a"
"",·"Iier. F". La'",;"r I'.".,do", l'hahil /1.1"·••nodi"",,] ..I diflicile 1 rec:onnaitr" i
0". dn lIOldat$ de I'""it" ~Iil~. "ll); au"; portaienl un ha"il modia" fl"art<l ill
fai..ien, b ..mpallne. F, Officer P..." avec armurc ~l'e.: "I ma'uelu ulik
""nd"m la n'I"'lI""'-

G. ('..avali Gr""'lu". 'lui tI' ....'·ellt" c"""al "" allanl au ""mbal el "nruil" ""
mel a pied pour ooo,fronl"" I',nemi; lIOrI eqWI""''''''' m Ie mCt,,,, que «lui dt
l'II..p1u". bi"n..,,'il ne 1"""1" I'''" d" bonrli.r. Go Cavali"r 11'na:lI;"n qui flail
ori,v;inairc d"" plai",," au no«! de la Creee ", qui llai, prob.blem~nl un
mer~""ai,.:,l ponail un manl""u rigid. "I CQlor~ ". un chapeau d" ookil. G3
Infa"l""'" ~'oplile llrmn: po"a", un eD:lue lonique a"CC tr «a". pmi. tie
•.harni~r .. pour Injnutl; I" bald"",n flW pend tk ...... bauel pr«tgo _j'unba
..... """I'" d'<pt-e OIl etc b .."e.
H., Ha, H, Ht>pllt". d,,"olb Grr."'Iut:I d·Alhcn.., TIIl:hn e' Cori.. ,he po,.".."
,r(lio Iyl"" dCC>lIques; ~"'" lklnl la CMqUCIl" n:t:otlvr.til I.. visalle ava:d..
frnlO puur leo )'''u~. Uuri".t"an, """'I"""e e" 1''' ""'""tau a,''''' "" ''''a fUle., d..
pi"",," pou' leo jo",... r' I",."."" a"a: n......uta ,Mbil... I""" Irs,;ou.... Leo
Jo,'J(uco lanco <::laic", j<:'" pa,. coupo piulol 'I"" lantffl.

••:i" kdief ckr Ar",."."".I blr.arde """ DAn.... 11 Allleniocher lI..... i" mil
rutMkm &hikl "".I doriJeh Hdm., nelail"ncr Aml'l....... mit KnCR"r und
Diene•. 4 llelail "u,," Ilao-.elief. in l'en<:JXllio; !,,~I ...·inJOa,.; ... 1..5 llelail
ri ..... Sc:h:.k alii AlI'lt.a. ). Jahrhundert. ~in ~hllttM: Iloplile grci" <'inen
jM'ni..llen S,andan""'r.iflrr ;0>'. 6 Blriol""kr d", \'OrI dnrr l<::<lrm"" Sr:hl"ud~r,
ge".....f~, ,,·•••rden "·aren. 1 ,\Ih..";..",, krit"r; VIIn "'nrr Va",u«rmild", .7~

v.a.r.8 Krieger ,'nn A,tt..n und Sparta ,."Lf""nd d"" pd..""nn""i""h"" Knr,tetl
l'Oa,.h ei,..." athiochrn O ,,,in, opil }o JahrhulIdm v.o.r. , Ik.ail e"","
Mor.aict.ilda mil Uari ttd AI,,""..d ...... 0 Reilc. a", ·1l><N.ah"", narh rine,n
Anll'l......"llm.~ldr.
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It .:in ~""'h.. lu '.P""''' ocitte Walfr; nadt cit .... gnoch"",h"" VOl$<, i~
v.o.r. ''" Milt,,,d,,., K"""hi..hr IIefdlh.h;o.ber "·&I,,.nd d"m Siq." ~1:r",1ho<l.
13 Gri""h,,,,hrr Krirg",k<.pr ttth 'lIo<:.i;o...• ltrltn .• '. K"hef , ....., AI.unden
S;o,k"l,hag "i .....n K.,"pf" "wi.:h"" n,a.edor'''''h"n und I""'"'tchen Kriq(r...
d ...."I1<::<>d. '/lJ<o.o-rdiet all. d"", 7.JahrhuI..lrn. M)'ri",. 8,.eife" A"'~1Jo.T iaur
rinett Kam.. hrri1l..n) an.•6 o",.lI d..r 'G'8anloo,achi.·.f.i""",· rul
~r;<:ch~""r 1I...~i".S..h;kl·I'ormal'o". '1 Gn«h""hrT' Krieger mi, dorioch""
H,·lm und '·I"IIl..", SelLi...l.•8 ia) I'rt'll;"h.. Il"lm, .I!JO v.<..1tr. (bI1lt.-.oJ<ioo:h..
H"lin. !~ j..h,.hm.'lrrt v.{,'hr. {c) tluoli.M:her Ildm; ,. jatn'tl"odffl ,·.CI,,.. (d:
Grieclt""her llri,n. 5DO 300 v.Utr.•, o"la.i1 ei"... V,... auukm 5)ahrhund'"
:v (;hr.) ",il '·rneh""lt·..rn W"Jr"" ..",I. Ikklcid""IC'"'uck". 20 l:in 8, ... h a",de",
,6.jaJ,,.h,,,,drrt; ,,;"er n,.utk>r"tchcn I'h<1lan. mil elm la ..g,," ·$:lri!!3.I...nun'.

'"' Sl;"h dnrr I'h~l;o.". aus den. I,. jahrhut"'..n. a:a Ei" llog"mchur"" mil
phl')·gt.rha M",'&C; t",,;h einer V>U<::, :1':1 v.(:I... Al",,~ndrr1'",le di"."K~
33<' v.Chr. ri". a:J ptm'll!:itcl", Schilder, KOcher und f!'jM'n"... "'Il'hl)'ph"
Hdm". Bog"n, Kipenn~, KOI:ltr,., Heull!.. NU ..,II!. W:lIlSpee,.. P.."i,d", trul'l"'"
1><:n"'~I~" vicle .lIr..,r c..g"....at..l•. ") Griechiocl"" K.i"..,r mil doriochm
Hdm, Srhild u,1Il ku,=" s.:h"·~,,. '" Thcbanior ....... .!)chilol '"'' 1I0g"" """
KOc~,.. "7 Gricchioch"r Krkw'r: n""h ""><:In PLt.lik in "in",. K"""hallo: i~
1'1ore<a, 'l8 Grict.h...,h....- KriCJl.r; n;u:h rill« V,.... au, Sill lin,. ., Gri""hioclln
Ita".~h. :JO Ori«h~het- 'ft'Oltlp<::lcr. mil .i.."m Schikl <I;o.vOO hi"g d ...
K"".ric:I",,,,, }ki.,,"d,u,~ fot,,.,.l>.

" I'".....hr SoId~I"" ...."h ei..",. D.nldl",,/( in dr.. Rutu"" >u I'<:....polio. ,.
Criet:hitch" 8..lch,,,tt auf d"ttl Rudkt'hr naeh" ein". Sehl""h,. N""h "no:rn
Marmot.nc,nk"",l in 5:01am... 33 1"0"1"1'" X<Tl<<1; ""d, da" Srha,.lt.am"",·
r,.i"",,; }'~"",,poIio.:H C"""hi..:hn Utll'l,I"

Fa.rbtafeln

A. I)i...... l>.,.....ho: S.andanrn'ri~ ..r I"'~g, als o."'''''fnodabukh"n ",,,,,,
Wo/fl'd~ ul.... K"l>fund Schuhrn,. 1... 1, .., kri,,~n ~hiloJ da "r<lie SI"",lane mil
1><:itlen l-tande.. Ir.tKen m""~ Pcnitch",. ·U....nhli..h"r· 1",..""n,.....1{cr in dcr
'11""eh, .I" kon8lir~tt l.cihttanlr. Dir hi""""n 'unOlocbl,d",n' da Ii" an d"r lalll
nie ..mer 'O,oon 1I",....I>.." ..,;'''n ".laubr "'uruen. A, rrrn.rtM:r lIoge,""lou"",;"
"'..I hr. Traehl.

B 1\ ~b'tIChr K~",drrJt"r.i; ,,;u:h d,,,,,,, Jt; rclief im 1';0.1 ..., ~ A..",.I»"'I"'I.
Ni"",-.:h. D", A.to"ri<::. hltnen di" S,am",,, di ,. hmdrd'"nd.... W,,"enkriqer
beinah" ;O'WK".... trl "n" 10 <I"" Wq{ liir dl< peB,tchr...:inman<h in ihrem
l.a,I(\" "roll"",.
C, Gl·"",,,I, g,.ie<;hioehc r",irh,,,,,.I,,fanl,,n.,_I'l;o.,,kler. Ihr" AUI~abe"",ro,die:
Schi,,"''' durch heunruhill"n des rci"o". .." ..roII'""". c.. Hvph.,,; griechiodl(
""ltwerr.. Infameri" n,il seinrm Srh,I<I, da...... ~"'Iltltrt war. ,II.. ~r "",",'ohl drn
"lrllK", ..llllt' alJ auth dtlllinkJ .."h"ndm ~blln h.lbdedl:fl k,mttlO. So blldeu
man dk I...,.. t·"""a';"'" fur wdcho die li"l'liloll\ h"ruhm. war"". C, Aoiloi:
It,icc:h,..""r Sld"",h"...le...... Scin" 8,dmcheu<!..r ,,·a,. au.I.",I"r. di" Mu"in""
"",,. enl...'<'de,. Stnor oor • Illri.,ude di< oft I"."hrit\.. 'l"Og"".
D 1,<:,;",tlChrr l<."v.lI"ri" Ill" "·aUen..m 1..,,"",,_K u...... Di" Schuhn"l)(k.
wa",n ~kllri<:hl a", ~lel..ll. Oer- rnrr1<",urdil(r hf"Ol\,..,ne Hdm ha' rinl:"
RCMhaarkamm mil h.....bhanJl:"nde'" Hin.""dL .:r lUll dn"n Schild ulroo'ohl
n""ft riniJl:"" ~udlt'n krinr Sr~ilJ"r tr'"l[e" wurd~". Mand'" l'frrdr "·a,.",, ",il
I.ichlnn IlarntOd, aU!f{"""'''1 ;l.her .Ii""" Sill. war "ieh. uhlirh. Saud unci
$l"iJl:l>uKd "'''''n nichl,n l!"br~U<:h "h.".da. Kopuluok orh";n, ",h. n>od<:m ....
ocin.

1::, Dieorr grierhitch" Hopl'l.. 1"'81 ei'len ""rimh""""n IIdm, .1_ a... "ittem
SIl)(k g..f"rligl ",.u.de. P.rhalle"in"t1lt.....,,~f",.bl"k~a.,hm",. Die la~r
Lan." hau" Spit""" z.. I","'"n ~:OO"n; w,eder "i"8""""1 "·"rd,,n. E. 0,,,
Gn,.,.h"n wara. n>rh, lU,. ,h~ 8otlrnochii,Z<: on ""nthml wic p",....,n. lr..lzdem
..be•. "n...hi"h"n It" .1111"b1id> dn Regimenl di"""r Kricx.,. wihrcnd den
r",....,n.Kri'l{Cll. E3 Krctilch"r iIoK""",hu,u.. A....",. di" Scylh",r warm die
K,elrr di" dnzlgeu alo reguli", l",ichl"-Inf"",,,ri,, "'" dm A,he"," u,,·
,r,.h"It""n, Miellntl'pen.

p, I'hl")'gioc.h" Sold"",. ,'On d". Id,,,~,.,,,, r"f.n,,,rir. Sir die",,,,, ....·0111 um",
,IlI"i""hu.,tM:n alo auch ""......h"n Fah""n. Ik. H"lbrr"""I...hikl em><,:lirhle n
d"" Sokb.l ..,hr nah _" den K"valleri" horanzukornm"". Fa P,,"';tlCh.
l...n.,,"' ....8'" iu tttrdioetM:rTrachl. Si" ",a",n IIChwer , ..... den Elile'rul'l"'tl. d ..
aueh .0kheT,...,h, im Frlde ,ruK"n z" llIIlerxheiden. F, P.....iot:hrrOffizi.... mil
wa'li~<l"m llamioeh ulld ei,,,,m Umhan8. d:us;m .·eldc i.....,nl "Ul"ba,. """.

G. Gnechiochr,. Kav"I\eri$l. Eo war ublid> im K:unpfe allz...i.."" und d"n
Kampf.u ....... G:ln"l"""""".•:r ....unJ"..1I Hoplilr (a""rot",,, Sr:hiJd) ltuogeru>lel..
Go TJu:saahKhcr Kavallc,;"'. Dio:tIr Kric:g",.lIamm,,,,, a .... N....d8rio:e~nland
"nd ware" ,."nnutl;"h SOld""r. Gj Hopllt", It''I'''''''''''I'' I..famerie mil iollioch.....
UrI", :die be"'CJllictl<::n Il<tcken..ucl. beachle.. !). V,,,,, Srhildt Mngl ",ncP
'VorhattJl:" ,,10 IkilllChu" I('"f{en Schw""h,,,h,,,, "nd l.anun"'ctM: sedadll,
h.rumer.

H Hupltl"n der gric:t:hi.tchen S......'_S...... len Alh"", S~T1a,The!>",""er Korinlh.
Si" "~,,n <I,... HdmlnICn; dorioch".,'OI1 einphLr.en ",i, Anl'(e'~hliU<:n;

koriutln"""" au, cin"", SInd und mil Ii.",""n N"",," ... ,Kl B:od..tu{;;rk.
8rr",.ult'; iullixhc mit b<;...."1Ilkheu B;,ckr'lOIiirk". Oic: bng" l..an""n wunl""
"khl ~...~orf.." '<>O"I",";o.1s Su"IIW'~lfe" b<;nutll.
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