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INTRODUCTION

For centuries serious study of the Ottoman Empire
- and its army has been hampered by prejudice and
- deep-seated Western fears of the ‘Terrible Turk® —
fears rooted in centuries of warfare between Chris-
tian Europe and its closest Muslim neighbour. Some
prejudices run so decp that they are barely visible.
For example the traditional costumes of many Euro-
pean circus clowns, their baggy trousers and pointed
caps, seem to be a mockery of Ottoman Turkish
fashions.

Even today a respected historian can maintain
that the Janissaries replaced love of family, home and
country with religious frenzy, fanatical obedience,
lust for spoils and handsome boys, denying that there
was any ‘nobility of motive’ behind their military
successes. In contrast to such silly statements, earlier
writers who witnessed the Janissaries in action were
far more objective. The early 15th century Greek
commentator Chalcondilas put Ottoman success
down to strict discipline, an excellent commissariat,
maintaining roads in good repair, and having well-
ordered camps, large numbers of pack animals and
well-organised support services. Writing in the late
16th century, René de Lusinge offered 17 reasons for
Ottoman victories; among these were devotion to
war, taking the offensive, a lack of interest in fixed
fortifications, well-trained soldiers, strong discipline,
use of ruses as well as direct attack, good command-
ers, and no wasting time on amusements. The Aus-
trian ambassador Busbeq added the cleanliness of
their camps, where there was neither gambling, drink-

Ortoman troops at the cavalry; the others have

battle of (Caldiran, 1514, in
a manuscript of ¢.1525,
Four infantrymen carry
long-bladed and hooked
staft weapons. The two in
front wear the red
Janissary caps of the
Sildhtar guard corps,
which normally fought as

the normal white cap of
Janissary Cemaat units.
Two of these infantrymen
also have richly
embroidered tunics,
perhaps indicating officer
status. (Selimname, Ms.
Haz. 1597-8, f.113a,
Topkapi Lib., Istanbul)

ing nor swearing, and where there were proper latrines
and an efficient corps of water-carriers who followed
the army into battle and helped the wounded.

Within this impressive force the Janissaries
formed one part of the Kapikulu regiments, the
Sultan’s personal troops recruited from slaves or
prisoners. In many ways the Janissaries reflected
Ottoman society, which was itself dominated by a
military elite and where there was much greater
social mobility than in Europe. On top of this, the
Turks looked upon Europe much as the carly Ameri-
cans viewed the Western Frontier — as a land of
adventure, mission and opportunity.

One characteristic of the Janissary Corps has
made it difficult for Westerners to remain objective;
the fact that it was recruited from slaves. Yet this
should be scen in context. Byzantine and other Bal-
kan Christian armies normally enslaved Muslim or




pagan foes, and the Hospitallers — the epitome of
Christian Crusading values — simply killed their
Turkish prisoners, while Catalan mercenaries in the
area slaughtered all Turks over the age of ten. The
Turks, on the other hand, adopted the traditional
Muslim practice of not harming POWSs under the age
of 20, but enslaving them as a booty.

It was, however, against the Sarmat or Muslim
religious law for a ruler to enslave his own Christian
subjects. The Ottoman system differed from what
had gone before because military slaves were re-
cruited within the state. This Devgirme or ‘levy of
tribute children’ provided elite infantry, cavalry and
civil servants, evolving during the early years when
Ottomans adhered to a strange mixture of unortho-
dox religious beliefs, Turkish tribal custom and Byz-
antine tradition. To describe the Janissaries simply as
‘slave-soldiers’ is misleading. The title of Ku/ or slave
was one of pride and dignity, not oppression; even in
the 17th century, to be known as a Ku/ was regarded
as more honourable than to be a ‘subject’.

The carly history of the Janissaries is shrouded in
myth. The Ottoman state started as one of the
smallest Turkish Beyliks or principalities in Anatolia
at the close of the 13th century, and even though the
Orttomans lay closest to the Byzantine heartland,
other Beyliks took part in the first Turkish penetra-
tion of Europe. Indeed, the Ottoman state began as a
refuge for soldiers, peasants and townsfolk fleeing the
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Byzantine infantry on an
Italian painted chest of the
mid-15th century, showing
“The Ottoman conquest of
Trabzon’. Their
appearance is different to
that in archaic Bvzantine
art of the period, but is
probably an accurate
reflection of late Byzantine
costume and weaponry.
The similarity between
their tall hats and those
worn by early Ottoman
infantry is striking. (Met.
Mus. of Art. inv. 1914.14.39,
New York)

Mongols. Military success attracted more volunteers,
and in 1362 Murad adopted the title of Sultan — his
predecessors having been mere Beys or Amirs. Rec-
onciling the traditions of the Gazi warrior class,
which soon included the Janissaries, with those of the
Ulema religious scholars who represented classical
Islamic civilization remained a problem for the Otto-
man state for many centuries. On top of such divi-
sions, a wave of Sunni Muslim orthodoxyv swept the
Empire in the 16th century, following the Ottoman
conquest of the Arab Middle East; and a glance at the
map shows that the vast Ottoman Empire remained a
collection of almost isolated regions divided by
deserts and scas. However, the Ottomans had one
great asset: a strong tradition of tolerance, which
enabled the Sultan and his Janissaries to control this
disparate Empire.

Such tolerance brought immediate rewards, in
the form of large-scale conversion to Islam among
previously persecuted minorities such as the
Bogomils of Bosnia. Many Jews also converted, and
were thus able to enter the elite, something they had
never been able to do under Christian rule. By giving
existing Christian military classes a continuing role
while offering the possibility of further advancement
if they converted to Islam, the Ottomans absorbed
much of the Byzantine Greek and Slav elites, who in
turn soon had a clear influence on the development
of Ottoman military traditions.



ORIGINS AND
EVOLUTION OF
THE JANISSARY

CORPS

The popular image of conquering Turkish armies as
consisting of nomad horse-archers is completely in-
accurate where the Ottomans are concerned. Early
Ottoman armies were capable of fighting effectively
m both mountains and forests, and of conducting
combined operations once they had acquired a navy
in the mid-14th century. Foot soldiers played a major
role throughout, but cavalry remained a dominant
arm well into the 18th century.

Ottoman armed forces benefited from an ex-
remely varied military heritage, starting with the
Seljuq Turkish rulers of 13th century Anatolia, who
had made considerable use of infantry. In fact, after
the devastating Mongol invasion, the crumbling
Seljuq state increasingly relied on urban Pryadegan
mfantry militias that were often based upon dervish
religious associations. Such militias continued into
the subsequent era of Beyliks or minor principalities.

Within these Beyliks, religiously motivated groups of

Ahi volunteers were used to control bandits and to

protect travellers. At the same time, increasing num-
bers of Byzantine Akritoi frontier troops were defect-
ing to these little Turkish states. Written sources
strongly suggest that the armies of the westernmost
Beyliks included a majority of infantry, particularly
when raiding across the narrow straits to the Euro-
pean mainland. The epic Disturname Destan, relating
the adventures of the ruler of the Beylik of Aydin,
describes his Azap infantry archers forming up ahead
of his Gazi cavalry. For their part, Greek sources
refer to Umur’s men as symmachia peze or ‘auxiliary
mfantry’. '

Early Ottoman forces were similar to those of
other Beyliks, with Christian military elites generally
being left in place. Even the new Yaya infantry and
Miisellem cavalry were recruited from both Muslims
and Christians, the Yaya first appearing in the reign
of Orhan (1324-59). As soon as the Ottomans seized
control of Thrace in the 1360s, Muslim Turks were
settled there to provide readilv available foot

Archery equipment. (A-B)
17th century leather quiver
of a tvpe normally used on
toot. (Askeri Miize, inv.
7553 & 407, Istanbul). (C)
18th century ‘log’ type of
target used in short-range
shooting. Comparable
targets arc shown in 14th
century Mamluk
manuscripts. (Askeri
Miize, Istanbul)




Byzantine influence on the development of Otto-
man infantry and marines was apparently strong
throughout the 14th century. As with the Ottomans
the most effective Byzantine troops were, in fact,

soldiers. Orhan also had a corps of full-time infantry
retainers by 1338, but these, like the Kapihalk: body-
guard of the late 14th century, were not
Janissaries.

yet

The Yedikule ‘Seven
! Towers’ citadel built
against the inside of
Istanbul’s ancient walls in
1458. It is one of the
earliest star-shaped
fortifications in Europe.
(Author’s photograph)

Below: In the 16th-17th
centuries, when this
anonymous Italian
drawing was made, the
‘Seven Towers’ citadel was
full of the garrison’s
houses, workshops and
barracks. Only the
mosque’s minaret now
survives. (Museo Civico
Correr, Venice)
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The Rumeli Hisar,
Fortress of Europe’, on the
western shore of the
Bosphorus straits. Its great
towers, built in 1451-52,
were originally covered
with conical roofs like
those of the Yedikule.
(Turkish Ministry of
Information photograph)

infantry archers. The Byzantine Mourtatoi and Ser-
bian Murtat were of mixed Christian-Turkish origin
or were descended from Turkish prisoners of war,
and they included crossbowmen. In contrast, the
early 15th century Byzantine fanitsarai were not
Janissaries’, but light cavalry whose name stemmed
from the Catalan word Ginetari (medieval Latin
FJanizzeri).

Once established in Europe, the Ottomans also
came under Balkan military influence which was
itself very varied (the limited available evidence indi-
cates that infantry played a major role in the 14th and
15th centuries); Balkan Christians may even have
formed a majority in the full-time Ottoman army
during the later 14th century.

It 1s difficult to separate truth from legend con-
cerning the real origins of the Janissary Ocak or
Corps. Most traditional accounts credit Orhan with
creating the Corps, and almost all give the Bekragi
dervish sect a major role, if only in the design of the
Janissaries” distinctive Birk or white felt cap. One
version says that Ali Pasa, Orhan’s military adviser,
suggested that the ruler’s new troops wear white hats
to distinguish them from the rest of the army, who
wore red (Ali Pasa may actually have been a Bektagi
dervish, for the idea was then given religious ap-
proval by the sect’s leader).

Evidence concerning the origins of the
Janissaries may be hidden within this question of
distinctive headgear. In earlier centuries, red hats had

been worn by revolutionary Shia Muslim groups and
may date back to the pre-Islamic Mazdak sect. On
the other hand, fluffy zamt red hats were characteris-
tic of the Sunni Muslim Mamluks in the late 14th
century, the military elites of 14th century Christian
Byzantium wore red, vellow or black caps, and Chris-
tians living under Turkish rule in western Anatolia
were characterised by red or white hats. Red hats
were worn by most of the Turkish Beys, and Orhan
may have adopted white to be different. On the other
hand tall white A%k Bark felt hats may simply have
distinguished his slave-recruited troops from those
of free origin.

Farly Ottoman rulers had probably taken their
traditional one-fifth of booty in cash. Large-scale
recruitment of prisoners of war began only after the
Ottoman conquest of Thrace in the early 1360s. One
tradition states that the first such recruits were Byz-
antine troops captured by Gazi Evrenos, himself of
Byzantine origin, following his seizure of Ipsala,
south of Edirne. In subsequent years, if the numbers
of POWs was insufficient, the Sultan’s agents bought
fit young slaves in the ordinary slave market to train
them as soldiers. Whether these units were inspired
by guard units of Ghulam slave-recruited cavalry

“which existed elsewhere in the Middle East is un-

known. The first Janissary Ortas or battalions were,
however, raised to supplement the Yaya infantry, and
may have been attached to the Sultan’s ‘hunting
establishment’.



The origin or inspiration of the Devgirme system
is even less clear: the Byzantine Empire may have
forcibly recruited one in five children from some Slav
and Albanian areas in the 1lth century; Kara
Rustem, a mid-14th century Turkish scholar, might
have thought up the idea of enlisting captive children
as well as adults; or it may have been an original
Ottoman idea, or a fusion of new and earlier con-
cepts. Whatever its origin, the Devgirme system
clearly emerged after the establishment of the
Janissary Corps itself, though it was suspended dur-

ing the chaos that followed Tamerlane’s invasion,
when the Janissaries and other Kapikulu units were
virtually wiped out at the battle of Ankara in 1402.
Murat IT revived the Devsirme in 1438, upgraded
Kapikuli influence and changed the Janissaries’
preference for expansion eastwards towards con-
quests in Europe. The next Ottoman ruler, Mchmet
IT (1451-81), who conquered Byzantine Constan-
tinople/Istanbul, increased the Janissaries’ pay and
numbers, gave them improved weaponry, and made
them the nucleus of the entire Ottoman army. He also
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(A) The carliest known
Ottoman helmet is the so-
called ‘helmet of Orhan
Gazi’ who ruled the
expanding Ottoman state
in the mid-14th century.
The inscription is
dedicated to Orhan, but
the helmet itself could
have been worn by one of
his commanders or one of
his guardsmen. (Askeri
Miize, Istanbul). (B) Most
surviving Ottoman
helmets were for cavalry
or were highly decorated
objects worn by senior
officers. Those dating
from the later centuries
are generally of copper or
brass. This plain brass
helmet could have gone
beneath a tall Janissary
cap and was probably used
by an officer. (Askeri
Miize, Istanbul)

replaced disloyal units with some 7,000 Sekban
‘dog-handlers’ and Daoganc: ‘falconers’ from the
Roval Hunt in the hope of instilling greater disci-
pline. Some while later the more numerous
Bostaner'gardeners’ were also converted into fully
fledged soldiers to form a third division of the
Janissary Corps. Two smaller elites within the
Bostanct division were the Hasekis, who served as the
Sultan’s infantry guard, and the Sandalcis, who
rowed his imperial barge.

There were probably no more than 1,000
Janissaries in the carly [4th century, but a detailed
estimate of the Ottoman army in 1475 suggests
6,000 Janissaries, 3,000 Kapikulu cavalry, 22,000
Sipaht cavalry from the European provinces and
17,000 Sipahis from Anatolia. A specific register for
the year 1527 gave Stleyman the Magnificent
87,927 men in his ‘Outer Service’, of whom 37,627
were Kapikulu, including Janissaries, cavalry and
technical troops. Ottoman documents captured after
the failed siege of Vienna in 1683 show that the
Janissaries constituted one quarter of the mvasion
force, excluding camp-followers. After further de-
feats in 1699, the Janissary Corps was reduced, but it
soon rose again and by the mid-18th century the
Ottoman state maintained no fewer than 113,400
Janissaries, though only a minority were real sol-




The Bosnian city of
Mostar in happier times.
The famous Stari Most
‘Old Bridge’ was one of the
finest pieces of Ottoman
architecture in the Balkans
until it was recently
destroyed by Croatian

peaceful centuries of
Ottoman rule it was a
strategic communications
link, defended by a tower
on the left and garrisoned
by locally recruited
infantry. (Author’s

photograph)

artillery. Even during the

diers, plus 12,000 Bostancis, 50,000 Levent infantry or
marines, 3,000 Muszr/r auxiliary infantry in Egypt and
at least 6,000 other auxiliary foot soldiers.

Farly Janissaries, like other Ottoman infantry,
were archers, but they soon adopted the arquebus
hand-gun (Arkibuza) from their Balkan neighbours.
Dalmatia, for example, imported guns from Italy as
early as 1351, a vear before the Ottomans established
their first bridgehead on the far side of the Balkan
peninsula, and by the early 15th century the
Arkibuza is mentioned in Bulgarian sources. Otto-
man infantry certainly used firearms early in the 15th
century, but Murat IT was the first ruler to have his
men adopt them on a large scale. (The later decline of
the Janissaries had nothing to do with any lack of
interest in new weaponry, though there was resist-
ance to copying European infantry tactics in the late
17th and 18th centuries.)

10

Whereas in Europe the state became the master
of its armies, the contractual nature of slavery in the
Ottoman Empire meant that the Sultan could not
dismiss his dependent slaves simply because they
were no longer needed. As a result the Ottoman army
became the master of the Ottoman state.

Despite the impact Janissaries made on the
battlefield, their importance may have been exagger-
ated, particularly by European observers, who were
astonished by the proficiency of the Janissary Ocak.
In reality, the early phase of Ottoman expansion was
largely carried out by local frontier forces, almost
without the Sultan’s authority, though the ruler’s
own Kapikulu army did take the lead during the 15th
century. The Ottomans also maintained a remarkably
sophisticated grasp of grand strategy and ‘combined
operations’, where infantry again played a primary
role. On the northern shore of the Black Sea, the
Genoese outpost at Kaffa was known as ‘the last town
in Europe’ while less than four hundred kilometres
away, Genoese Tana was soon to become known as
‘Islam’s frontier barrier’. The conquest of these out-
posts may have turned the Black Sea into an Ottoman
lake, but the Turks still took care to ‘plug’ the huge
Black Sea rivers with strong infantry garrisons.

The role of Ottoman naval infantry dates from
Orhan’s conquest of the Karas1 Beylik and his seizure
of its fleet. From then until the late 18th century,
Janissaries, Azaps and Levents provided a force of
highly effective marines. The long and vulnerable
Ottoman coastline would eventually need to be pro-
tected against the Portuguese, Dutch, French and
British maritime empires by large forces of reliable
musket-armed infantry.

RECRUITMENT
AND TRAINING

Some Ottoman legal experts tried to justify the
Devgirme on the grounds that those recruited were
not ‘protected people’ because their ancestors had
been conquered by force, or that the Slav and Alba-
nian areas had only converted to Christianity after
the Prophet Muhammad’s mission in Arabia. But
such arguments cut little ice with strict Muslim
scholars, who continued to regard the Devgirme as a
gross violation of the rights of the Sultan’s non-
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Mushim subjects. Not surprisingly, the Orthodox
Christian hierarchy was also deeply disturbed by the
Devsirme — though primarily because it involved
conversion to Islam. The Ottomans even claimed
that there was no enforced conversion, while main-
raining that moral pressure was justified because the
Prophet Muhammad had once said: ‘Al men are born
with the seeds of Islam in therr hearts.” Like the far
more brutal Spanish Inquisition, those who browbeat
voung Devgirme recruits considered that they were
saving souls from hell.

The Devgirme was roughly based on the recruit-
ing of one child from every 40 households; this was
carried out approximately once every five years
somewhere in the Balkans. In its fully developed
form the Devgirme forcibly enlisted between 1,000
and 3,000 youths in a vear, out of a normal total
recruitment of up to 8,000 male slaves, until the
continuing shortage of military manpower meant
that Muslim volunteers were finally allowed into the
Janissary Corps late in the 16th century.

The Balkans contributed the largest number of
recruits, but the Christian minorities of Anatolia did
not escape; the first recorded eastern Devgirme was in
1512. On the other hand, many conquered regions
had been given immunity from the Devsirme in their
original surrender terms. Generally speaking, big

Left: One of the earliest
reliable illustrations of a
Janissary officer’s uniform
is this drawing by the late
15th century Italian artist
Gentile Bellini or by one of
his students. (Bellini did
visit Istanbul.) This officer
is still armed with a bow,
whereas many Janissary
soldiers were already
adopting firearms. His
quiver is of a cavalry type.
(Inv. 47033/3, British
Museum, London)

Above: The castle of
Valpovo, in eastern
Croatia, stood on the route
taken by many Ottoman
campaigns and was a vital
defensive position against
later Hapsburg counter-
attacks. Like almost all
fortifications in this war-
torn region, it dated from
much earlier but was
strengthened by the
Ottomans. (Author’s
photograph)

cities and off-shore islands were exempt, as were
tributary provinces. The Devsirme preferred young
men aged between eight and 20 from rural peasant
families; healthy but uneducated individuals rather
than ‘street-wise’ city youths. Families with only one
son were cxcused, and Jews were exempt. Most
Greeks also escaped because the majority of Greek-
speakers were then city or island folk. Other exempt



groups included miners and those living on strategic
roads or passes who already had local defence duties.

Once the shocking novelty of the Devsirme wore
off, many families voluntecred their children for
what was seen as a potentially good carcer, both
Christian and Muslim parents reportedly offering
bribes so that their children would be accepted.
Officially the only Muslims included in the Devsirme
were the Slav converts of Bosnia. These recruits
normally skipped the first stage of training and went
directly into an elite Bostanci unit.

The Devsirme started with a Ferman or edict

from the Sultan. An officer of at least Yayabas: rank,
with letters of authorisation and accompanied by
several Siriici ‘drovers’, a secretary and a supply of
uniforms, went to a selected area where Christian
priests had been made responsible for assembling the
male children with their certificates of baptism. Two
lists were made of those eligible and fit for service;
one was given to a Sérici, who then escorted the
recruits to Istanbul. There the most intelligent were
sent as I¢ Oglan or ‘inner (service) bovs’ to the
Sultan’s Palace Schools, destined, with luck, for high
office. The rest, the Acemi Oglan or ‘foreign boys’,

Above: The Devsirme or
‘Recruitment of Tribute
Children’ in the
Siilevmanname of 1558,
Boys in new red uniforms
wait while the Devsirme
Emini, a senior Janissary
officer in charge of
recruitment, sorts travel
expenses for the boys to go
to Istanbul. On the right a
Janissary soldier, himself
once recruited by the
Devsirme, reassures an
anxious mother and her
black-robed priest. (Ms.
Haz. 1517, £.31b, Topkapi
Lib., Istanbul)
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were sent to the houscholds of senior or respected
men for the first phase of their education. The
selection procedure, supervised by a board of exam-
iners, was a remarkable mixture of archaic and new
ideas: on the one hand the strong Turkish belief in
the ‘science of physiognomy’ maintained that moral
status could be judged by outer appearance, on the
other, the recruits were subject to mental examina-
tions similar to modern I(QQ tests.

More is known about the education of elite I
Oglans than of ordinary Acemi Oglans destined for the
Janissary Corps, yet the principles were similar.

Right: The battle of
Mohacs, 1526, in which the
Ottomans destroyed the
Hungarian army, from the
Stileymanname of 1558.
Janissary musketeers with
a variety of hat-plumes
shoot from behind a line of
cannon. Behind them
stand officers in tall caps,
armed with bows.
Mounted Silihtar
guardsmen with red Bork
Janissary caps are behind
these officers. (Ms. Haz.
1517, £:220a, Topkapi Lib.,
Istanbul)




There were Palace schools at Bursa, Edirne, Istanbul
and Galata, where students studied for two to seven
vears under strict discipline imposed by the Kup:
Agasi or ‘chiet white eunuch’. First they learned
about Islam and were given a general education by
Hocas or“professors’. Their subsequent line of study
depended on what suited them best, be it religious,
administrative or military. Specific subjects included
Turkish, Persian and Arabic literature, horse-riding,
javelin-throwing, archery, wrestling, weight-lifting,
and music for those with a talent. Great emphasis was
also put on honesty, lovalty, good manners and self-
control. At the end of this training there was a ¢tkma,
a sclection and promotion process. The best /¢
Oglans went to the Greater or Lesser Chambers of
the Sultan’s Palace, while the rest were transferred to
the Kapikulu cavalry.

Compared with this almost ‘knightly’ education,
that of the ordinary Acemi Oglan was entirely mili-
tary, with an overwhelming emphasis on obedience,
They were first hired out as Tiirk Oglan, to work as
farm labourers for Turkish families, to learn Turkish,

basic military skills and the Muslim faith for five to

seven vears. They were then sent to one of the .Acemi
Ocak or ‘training corps’ when vacancies became
available. Some Acemi Oglans had their initial educa-
tion in the Konaks or households of powerful Pagas or
Beys, these being miniature mirrors of the Palace
schools. The best of the Tiirk Oglans were promoted
into the Bostanct or ‘gardeners’ division instead of
becoming ordinary Janissaries or went to the Ortas of
Baltaci or *woodcutters’ or to one of the Admiralty
Ortas. From here men were sclected for the more
technical Ortas of Cebeci (armourers), Topeu (gun-
ners), or Top Arabact (gun-carriage drivers). The
majority, however, trained in teaching barracks as
simple Janissary infantrymen and their classes still
included basic mathematics. The Acemi Oglans also
worked in the imperial kitchens or in naval dock-
vards.

Training lasted at least six vears, during which
time the Acemi Oglan was supervised by eunuchs and
separated from female company. Discipline was very
strict, though the Acemi Oglans were allowed to let off
steam in oft-duty hours. Final Kapiya Cikma promo-
tions into an operational Orta were only done when a
vacancy became available, and the passing out parade
was a solemn occasion. Graduates marched in single

The siege of Rhodes in
1522, from the
Stleymanname of 1538.
While Ottoman sappers
excavate mines, Janissary
marksmen shoot at the
Knights Hospitaller

manning the walls. Other
Janissaries with shields
and hooked pole-arms
stand ready to mount an
assault. (Ms. Haz. 1517,
f.149a, Topkapi Lib.,
Istanbul)

file, cach holding the hem of the man in front, then
lined up in front of an Odabas: of their new unit, who
gave each the distinctive Janissary hat and a certifi-
cate of acceptance. The following evening, after
prayers, each new Janissary would put on a soldier’s
dolama or coat and become a full member of the
Ocak. He would kiss the hand of his new officer who
would then address him as a Yolday or ‘travelling
companion’. Surprisingly, perhaps, there is clear evi-
dence that many Janissaries maintained contact with
their original Christian families.

During the period of Ottoman greatness, the
ordinary Janissary soldier was trained to use a variety
of weapons. Those stationed in Istanbul went to the
Ok Meydan ‘archery ground’ just north of the
Golden Horn, and practised archery, musketry, jave-
lin-throwing or fencing, using old felt hats on poles
as fencing targets. Musket shooting was practised
against clay pots on the ground or on walls. The men
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Above: The fortress of
Lipova overlooks a
strategic route between
eastern Transylvania and
Hungary. Under Ottoman
rule it was the capital of a
Sancak or military

Right: The fall of Rhodes
in 1522, from the
Siileymanname of 1558.
Some Janissaries shoot at
fleeing foes while others
seize prisoners or lead
them away with ropes

around their necks.
(Ms. Haz. 1517, £.154b,
Topkapi Lib., Istanbul)

district. (Author’s
photograph)

shot ‘from a great distance’, according to a I'rench
observer, and ‘held their guns with one hand’. The
Janissaries’ enemies also noted that Ottoman marks-
men could shoot accurately by moonlight, while the
speed and accuracy of Ottoman musketry still
amazed the Austrians in the late 17th century.

In later years recruitment changed completely.
In 1568 a select few sons of retired Janissaries were
allowed into the Corps, and from 1582 onwards
freeborn men were permitted to become ‘protéges’ of
the Yeniceri Agasi or Commander of the Janissarics.
The soldiers themselves seem to have favoured phas-
ing out the Devgirme so as to open up opportunities
for their own sons, and by the end of the 16th century
the majority of recruits were probably the sons of
Janissaries. In 1594 the ranks were opened to all
Muslim  volunteers. The  Devgirme  effectively
stopped in 1648, though the Acemi Oglan training
system remained in place and a final, though unsuc-
cessful, European Devgirme was attempted in 1703.
By then, the main source of ‘human booty’” was via
the Crimean Tatars of the Ukraine and southern
Russia, but even that ended with the Russian annexa-
tion of the Crimea in 1783.

14

OTTOMAN ARMY
STRUCTURE -
INFANTRY
FORCES

During the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries the Seyi/iy:
or complete military structure of the Ottoman Em-
pire consisted of the Navy, the FEydlet Askerleri or
‘Provincial Torces” and the Kapikulu Askerleri or
Sultan’s Army. The Navy included naval warfare
‘specialists’ and Levents or marines, while the Eydlet
Askerlerr and Kapikulu Askerleri each had infantry
and cavalry divisions. Eydlet Askerleri provincial in-
fantry were known as Yerlikulu Piyddesi or ‘local
infantry’. It consisted of the Musellem or ‘recognised’
troops who, though originally cavalry, had been
downgraded to little more than an infantry militia.
Then there were the edreli or ‘mercenaries’, the
Azaps and the non-naval Levents. Provincial Sekbans
reappeared as provincial infantry in the later period
but must not be confused with earlier elite Sekbans of



the Janissary Ocak. Lagimer (‘sappers’ or ‘pioneers’)
were also included in the provincial infantry.

Infantry of the Kapikulu Askerleri or Sultan’s
Army were known as Kapikulu Piyadesi and
included the entire Janissary Ocak or Corps. In
addition thete were Acemi Oglan or training units,
the Cebeci or corps of armourers, the Saka or water-
carriers, and Topeu or artillery, the Toparabact or
gun-carriage corps and the Humbaract or grenadiers,
these latter three being regarded as part of the
artillery.

The 34 Acemi Oglan training units were the most
ancient Ortas and, being separate from the rest of the
Janissary Ocak, were split between two Meydans or
training centres. The active-service Ocak consisted
of three sections: the largest, called the Cemaat or
‘assembly’; the Boliik or ‘division’; and the Segmen or
‘dog handlers’. Within the Cemaat, the Solak Ortas
formed an elite guard (first mentioned in 1402).
They remained as infantry archers for many centu-
ries and, like other guard units, were small forma-
tions. The Miitefferikas, sons of high officials and
vassals, appear to have been included among the
Solaks. The Segmen were perhaps a less personal
guard armed with matchlock guns and short swords.
Their units also seem to have been small, of between
40 and 70 men.

The Bostanct corps of ‘gardeners’ was essentially
separate from the ordinary Janissaries, primarily be-

I: Schematic layout of
Ottoman army
encampment at
Brandkirken in 1683, based
on a plan in Marsigli,
L’Etat Militaire de
’Empire Ottoman.

Timar cavalry. (C)
Cavalry levy from
Karaman. (D) Gureba
Kapikullu cavalry. (E)
Cavalry levy from
Amasya. (F) Kurdish
vassal cavalry. (G)
Janissaries. (H) Azap
infantry. (I) Akinci
cavalry. (J) Commander.
(K) Sipahi cavalry. (L)

Mercenary cavalry.

2: Ottoman array at the
battle of Sivas, 1473 (after
Von Pawlikowski-
Cholewa). (A) European
Timar cavalry. (B) Asian
Timar cavalry. (C) Gurebi
Kapikullu cavalry.

(D) Mercenary cavalry.
(E) Sipahi cavalry.

(F) Janissaries. (G) Azap
infantry. (H) Akinci
cavalry. (I) Commander.

4: Standard Ottoman
array of the late 16th
century (after Von
Pawlikowski-Cholewa).
(A) Asian Timar cavalry.
(B) European Timar
cavalry. (C) Gureba
Kapikullu cavalry.

(D) Akiner cavalry.

(E) Janissaries. (F) Sipahi
cavalry. (G) Silahtar guard
cavalry. (H) Flank cavalry
units. (I) Commander.

3: Ottoman array at the
battle of Marj Dabiq, 1516
(after Von Pawlikowski-
Cholewa). (A) Asian Timar
cavalry. (B) European

ing responsible for the maintenance, policing and
defence of some 70 imperial estates as well as the
coasts around Istanbul. The associated Hasek: infan-
try guard was in charge of all cannon within Palace
grounds.

All divisions of the Janissary Ocak drew recruits
from the Acems Oglan training Ortas, and each Orta
had the same basic internal structure. This reflected
the fact that Orzas were at first very small — around 50
men in the mid-15th century rising to 100 in the 16th
— and the command structure also reflected the
original need to feed slaves who depended on the
Sultan. Basically it consisted of the Orta’s command-
ing officer, called a Corbasi or ‘soup man’, supported
by six officers and a larger number of NCOs plus an
administrative clerk and an Zmam or chaplain. Of
these only the Corbasi was appointed from outside
the unit. Acemi Oglan trainee Ortas were also com-
manded by Corbasis whereas Solak Ortas were led by
higher ranking Solakbasis assisted by two other offi-
cers.

The Sultan selected the Yenigeri Agast or Com-
mander of Janissary Corps; the latter usually came

Enemy

g~ Kapikulu cavalry
h - Commissarial, quards

a - Advance guard
b-Cavalry flank guard

on patrol & specialisis
c- Artillery i-Treasure
d-Provincial infantry J-"Justice tent"
e-Janissaries k- Commander
f-Provincial cavalry I - Rearguard
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from the Corps, having earlier been trained in onc of
the Palace Schools. The Yenigeri Agast was a very
powerful figure, and even the Grand Vezir could not
give him orders directly: all instructions had to go via
the Sultan. On the other hand the Yenigeri Agasi had
to consult the Janissary Corps’ Divan or Council in
his dealings with the Ocak. The Council consisted of
the Yeniceri Agas: himself, the Kul/ Kdihyasi and
Sekbanbagi commanding the Bostanci and Sekban
units respectively, and the COs of three clite *hunt-
ing’ Ortas (the Zagarcibasi, the Samsuncutbagi and the
Turnacibast). The Bascavus provost of the Janissary
Ocak also seems to have attended the Council.

The final structure of the Janissary Ocak
consisted of 196 Orta battalions: 101 of Cemaat, 61
(or 62) of Biliik, and 34 (or 33) of Sekban. Many
Janissary Ortas were also distinguished by their (unu-
sual) origins, or by special names, particular duties or
commanding officers who had other functions. The
most significant were:
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numbers 2B to 58B are
those of Boliik units. The
insignia of several units
have not been preserved.

Janissary unit insignia,
often used in the form of
tattoos. Numbers 1 to 101
are those of Cemaat units;
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Cemaat division

Ist: commanded by the Ku/ Kdhyas:, who also com-
manded Bostanct units (the Sultan was registered
as a soldier in the Ist Oria); it was called a Devect
or ‘camel drivers’ unit because it originally es-
corted the baggage train.

2nd: a Deveci.

3rd: a Deveet.

4th: a Devec.

14th: known as Hasekis or ‘guards’, perhaps because
Palace Haseki units were recruited from it.

17th: known as Cergecis or ‘ceremonial tent pitchers’,
because their special tent was placed opposite
that of the Sultan while on campaign.

28th: known as Okgus or ‘archers’.

35th: known as Sekban Avasis or ‘dog
though this was not a Sekban Oria.

60th: a Solak or imperial guard unit.

6lst:a Solak.

62nd: a Solak.

63rd: a Solak.

64th: known as Zagarcis or ‘grevhound keepers’;
originally part of the Sultan’s hunting establish-
ment; one of two lance-armed cavalry Ortas.

65th: originally part of the Sultan’s hunting estab-
lishment; one of two lance-armed cavalry Ortas;
suppressed by Murad 1V for involvement in
murder of Osman I1.

71st: known as Samsuncus or ‘mastif keepers’; origi-
nally part of the Sultan’s hunting establishment.

73rd: known as Turnacis or ‘crane (bird) keepers’;
originally part of the Sultan’s hunting establish-
ment.

94th: commanded by the chief /mam or ‘chaplain’ of
the Ortas based in Istanbul.

99th: commanded by the Seyh or leader of the
Bektagi dervishes.

101st: commanded by the Beytilmalei or chief treas-
urer of the Janissary Corps.

keepers’,

Béliik division

5th: commanded by the Baggavug or ‘provost of the
Janissary Corps’.

19th: known as Bekgi or sentinels, forming army
guards on campaign.

28th: commanded by the Muhzir Afa or ‘summoner’
of the Janissary Corps; Yenigeri Agast’s guard
also recruited from it.



The only known complete
example of a As¢1 Ustasi
middle ranking Janissary
officer’s leather and
embossed brass uniform.

It probably dates from the
late 18th or carly 19th
century and is based on a
cook’s costume. (Askeri
Miize, Istanbul)

32nd (or 33rd): commanded by the Kdhya Yer: or
‘deputy Kahya'.

>4th: commanded by the Talimhaneci or ‘director of
the training house’.

36th: permanently stationed as police around Golden
Horn; supplying men for the 60-strong Harbaci
Palace Gate guards who guarded tents of the
Yenigeri Agasi and Grand Vezir.

Sekban division

18th: also known as Kdtibis or ‘secretaries’, possibly
because they served as clerks before Sekbans
were made a part of the Janissary Ocak.

20th: also known as Kihyas: Sekbanen Ortasi
(Kidhya's Sekban Orta).

33rd: commanded by the Avcubags, also known as
Aves or ‘huntsmen’; based near the Black Sea in
summer, possibly to guard the entrance to the
Bosphorus.

The hierarchy of officer ranks in the Janissary
Corps might look top-heavy to modern eyes, and may
reflect the influence of Ak, Fityan or other Dervish
religious brotherhoods during the Ocak’s formative
vears. All 196 Ortas were under the Yeniceri Agast,
commander of the Janissary Ocak or Corps, but he
was only allowed to command the Ocak if the Sultan
was present. Otherwise the Yenigeri Agasi acted as
deputy to whomever the Sultan appointed as Army
Commander.
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The siege of Rhodes in
1522, from the
Siilleymanname of 1558.
Janissary marksmen shoot
at defenders who are
inaccurately shown in
Turkish-style armour.
Other Ottoman troops

start to dig trenches while
Sultan Siileviman
approaches, surrounded by
Janissary officers and
guardsmen. (Ms. Haz.

1517, £.149b, Topkapi Lib.,
Istanbul)

Other senior or ‘general staff’ officers included:
the Sekbanbagi and the Kul Kdihyas:, both serving as
adjutants to the Yeniceri Agas; the Istanbul Agas in
charge of Acemi Oglan trainees and garrison units in
Istanbul; the Ocak Tmam: or ‘chief chaplain’; the
Solakbasi, who was invariably promoted from the
Janissary ranks; the Beytiilmalet or chief treasurer of
the Janissary Corps; the Muhzir Aga or ‘summoner’
of the Janissary Corps; the Kihya Yeri, who repre-
sented the Yenigeri Agasi on the Sultan’s Great
Council; the Talimhanecibagi in charge of training
and military exercises; and the Azar Bag or chief of
prisons and executions. The Yenigeri Kdtihi or ‘secre-
tary’ of the Janissary Corps was a civil servant
appointed annually to oversee a large staff of bureau-
crats, whereas the Yayabag, originally the com-
mander of Yaya infantry but later responsible for
Janissary muster rolls, was a soldier. Senior training
and recruitment officers included: the Rumeli Agas,
who supervised 14 of the training Ortas as well as
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Devgirme recruitment in Europe; the Anadolu Agasi,
who supervised 17 training Ortas and Devgirme re-
cruitment in Asia; and the Gelibolu Agasi, who super-
vised the training of Ortas in Gallipoli. As the pattern
of Janissary recruitment changed, a new senior rank,
the Kuloglu Bagcavusu, took charge of training sons of
Janissaries admitted to the Ocak.

The command structure of the Oras also re-
flected "Turkish nomadic tradition, where a tribal
leader had been responsible for providing his men
with their one meal of the day. Just as the Sultan was
known by his Janissaries as ‘the father who feeds us’,
the names of Orta ranks had a very ‘culinary’ flavour.
It started with the Corbac ‘soup maker’ or colonel,
who was assisted by the Age Usta or “master cook’ in
charge of one or more Ager or ‘cook” NCOs and the
Bas Karakullukeu or ‘head scullion” junior officers.
The rank of Cavug or ‘messenger’ was roughly
equivalent to that of a sergeant, and was also known
as a Karakullukgu or *scullion’. The only Orta officer
with a solely military title was the Bayraktar or
standard-bearer. Other officers dealing with the
Orta’s material and spiritual welfare included the
Odabagi or *barrack-room chief’, the Vekilharg or
quartermaster, the Sakabag or ‘head of water distri-
bution’, and the lmam or ‘prayer leader’.

The relative status of these officers is not clear,
but probably went from the Sakabag at the bottom,
up through the Bag Karakullukeu, As¢r Usta, Tmam,
Bayraktar, Vekilhar¢, Odabagi to the Corbaci at the
top. The ordinary Nefer or Yoldas soldier was placed
in one of three grades according to seniority, starting
with the Egkinci or ‘campaigner’ at the bottom and
going to the Amelimanda or ‘veteran’ selected for
their proven valour, and to the Owurak (‘sitter’) or
pensioner, who was not normally required to go on
campaign. This highest grade was also permitted to
enter a trade.

By the 17th century the most important provin-
cial garrisons were Baghdad, Basra, Damascus, Jeru-
salem, Aleppo, Cairo, Erzerum, Konya, Van, Khania,
Corinth, Thessaloniki, Belgrade, Sarajevo, Vidin,
Budapest, Braila, Bender, Kaffa, Oczakow and
Kaminiec. Most were under the command of 32
Serhad  Agast  frontier Agas, though the large
Janissary garrisons in North Africa formed a virtu-
ally independent Ocak, that in Algiers even having its
own Divan Council. Elsewhere provincial Janissary




structures became increasingly autonomous in the
17th and 18th centuries. In Damascus, for example,
there were soon two distinct forms of Janissary
troops: the governor’s own ‘private army’ of largely
assimilated kap: halk:, and two Ortas of new ‘im-
perial” Janissaties sent to take control of the vital
Citadel and city gates.

The Janissary Ocak also developed its own sys-
tem of flags and symbols, but here the Janissaries
were very different to their European opponents.
The main Janissary Bayrak or banner, called the
Imam Azam was of white silk with the inscription:
We grve you victory and a sparkling victory. It is God
who helps us and His help is effective. Oh Muhammad,
you have brought joyful news to True Believers. Tradi-
tion states that Orhan gave the first Janissary units a
red banner with a single white crescent, and that the
white star which completes the modern Turkish
national flag was added only after the conquest of
Constantinople/Istanbul. Other motifs on Ottoman
banners included a sun, stars, a dagger, geometric
shapes, the ‘Hand of Fatima’ and Dhu’l Fagar, the
double-bladed ‘Sword of Ali’. F.ven more distinctive
was the 7ug or Turkish horsetail banner, whose
attendants marched one day ahead of the main
army.

The most famous and unusual of Janissary sym-
bols was, however, the Kazan, a large copper cooking
pot that was cach Orta’s most treasured possession.
The men’s ration of pilav — boiled bulgar (cracked
wheat) and butter — was cooked in the Kazan, and
they assembled around it for their one meal of the
day. When the Kuzan was carried on parade, every
soldier and officer stood in respectful silence. To tip
over the Kazan was a sign of mutiny, and to take
refuge next to it was to find sanctuary. In battle, an
Orta’s Kazan served as a rallying point in case of
difficulty, but if the Kuzan was lost, the defending
officers were disgraced and the entire Orza lost its
right to parade with other Kazans.

when the Venetians,
holding the nearby island
of Tenos as a naval base,
still threatened the heart
of the Ottoman Empire.
(Author’s photograph)

Inside one of the firing
galleries of the Karababa
fortress overlooking the
narrow straits between
Evvoia and the Greek
mainland. This powerful
castle was built in 1686,

Otroman standards and
banners. (A-B) Horse-hair
tug with boars’ teeth crests
(Arsenal Museum,

Vienna). (C) Horse-hair
tug, late 17th century
(Badisches
Landesmuseum,
Karlsruhe). (D) Gilded
standard-finial (Askeri
Miize, Istanbul). (E) Early
Ottoman bronze standard-
finial (Topkapi Museum,
Istanbul). (F) Unit flag
(Arsenal Museum,

Vienna). (G) Early 18th

century Janissary unit flag
(after Marsigli). (H) Unit
banner (Rathaus Museum,
Vienna). (I) Late 17th
century battle standard
(after Teatro della guerra
contro il Turco, Venice
1687). (J) Sancak provincial
flag (private collection).
(K) Ottoman battle
standard cut down in size
at a later date (Badisches
Landesmuseum,
Karlsruhe). () Simplified
view of commander’s flag
(after Marsigli).




The Tower of the Adilet
Pavilion, almost all that
remains of the once
magnificent Sarayi¢i
palace outside Edirne. It
was built in 1561 as a
symbolic rather than real
fortification. Janissaries
who distinguished
themselves in battle could
hope for a transfer to one
of the elite units guarding
such palaces. (Author’s
photograph)

UNIFORMS AND
WEAPONRY

Ottoman costume was based on Persian rather than
Arab tradition and remained remarkably unchanged
from the 15th to the early 19th century. Each social
class and ethnic, religious, civil or military group had
a distinctive way of dressing. Headgear was particu-
larly important in denoting rank. An observant early
15th century Western visitor, the Burgundian squire
Bertrandon de la Broquiére, described early Ottoman
costume as consisting of: . . . two or three thin, ankle-
length cotton robes one over the other. For a coat they
wear a fell robe called a capinat ( Turk: Kapanige). 11 s
light and very water-proof . .. They wear knee-high
boots and wide breeches . . . into which they stuff all their
robes so that they will not get in the way when they are
Sighting or travelling or busy.”

The uniforms of Janissary soldiers were largely
wool, the cloth being made by Jewish weavers in
Thessaloniki. The Birk and Uskiif hats were, how-
ever, their most distinctive features and these again
reflected dervish influence on the Corps’ origins. A
simple wooden spoon was attached to the front of
this cap as a badge, in vet another example of how the
Janissary Ocak used culinary symbolism. Senior of-
ficers’ jackets were edged with fur; fox, squirrel,
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ermine, sable, lynx and marten were preferred.
Janissary boots were red leather, except those of
senior officers and privileged units, which were yel-
low. Belts and sashes also indicated status: those of
the nine Bostanc: ranks were of rough cloth for the
lowest grades (1st blue, 2nd white, 3rd vellow, 4th
mixed blue and white), fine white cloth for the 5th,
white silk for the 6th, fine black cloth for the 7th, and
black for both §th and 9th.

Ottoman troops re-used captured weaponry and
the Empire also imported large amounts of equip-
ment from Europe. The Pope’s efforts to stop this
trade failed, cven where Catholic Traly was con-
cerned, though the main suppliers of military equip-
ment to the 16th—17th century Ottoman Empire
were the Protestant English and Dutch. (An English
ship seized by the Venetians in 1605 contained no
tewer than 700 barrels of gunpowder, 1,000 arquebus
barrels, 500 complete arquebuses, 2,000 sword blades
and other war materials for the Ottoman army.)

Sales in the opposite direction were on a smaller
scale, but in Europe there was demand for high-
quality Turkish gun-barrels. Arms manufacture was
carried out by distinct guilds that made swords,
spears, daggers, muskets, pistols and shields, while
heavier weapons were made in state arsenals. A
strong European influence is, in fact, evident in both
the names and the designs of Ottoman firearms by
the 18th century; for example the miiskat tifenkler: or
‘tlintlock’ musket, karabina or ‘carbine’, tabanca or
‘pistol’ and the ¢ifl tabancali tiifenk or ‘double-barrel-
led pistol’.

Some Janissaries wore full armour during the
carly days, and siege-assault squads continued to do
so for some centuries. But by the 15th century
Ottoman cavalry protection was quite distinct from
infantry protection; most armours popularly labelled
‘Janissary” are really Sipahi or cavalry armours. The
Janissaries were not issued with heavy weapons in
peacetime. Instead these weapons were stored in
Cebehane or arsenals; the men selected whatever they
preferred at the start of a campaign. ’

At first only a minority of Ottoman infantry had
swords, most only having bows and short spears.
Most swords and daggers were within long-estab-
lished Islamic traditions, though pictorial sources
and surviving weapons suggest a Balkan influence on
some. For example, a rare form of broad non-taper-



ing sword with short quillons and a ‘mushroom-
shaped” pommel has been tentatively identified as
Byzantine.

The most common Ottoman sabre was the kilig —
broad, non-tapering, and less curved than the slender
acemi kilicor Persian sabre. The gaddara was a broad,
straight or slightly curved ‘bowie-knife’ of Persian
origin, but the origins of the famous reverse or
double-curved Turkish yatagan and the associated
single-edged straight pala are sull debated. The meg
was a slender thrusting sword or rapier of Western
inspiration, only used by naval troops and by those
stationed in Hungary. Assorted maces, such as the
alirz, sesper and kogchast or ‘ram’s head’ as well as the
teber axe were also popular. In addition, Ottoman
infantry used various pole-arms (a fact rarely noted
by historians). These included the farba or guisarme,
the nrpan or glaive, with a long curved blade, the

(A-B) Front and rear of a
Turkish zairh gomlek mail-
and-plate cuirass, 16th
century. Such armours

nacak war-axe. (U)
Turkish bigak dagger. (V)
Dagger from Albania.

apparently ‘hooked’ zzpkin and the balta or halberd.
Some betray Tralian influence, presumably from
Genoese or Venetian colonies overrun by the Otto-
mans, but surviving Ottoman pole-arms show equal
similarity with Russian weapons, and the bardiche,
with its tall blade fixed to the haft at two points and
large spike at the back, is remarkably similar to
Chinese and Central Asian weapons.

Early Janissary Ortas consisted of infantry arch-
ers, and although most Janissaries were soon armed
with guns, the bow remained a prestigious ceremo-
nial weapon throughout the Ocak’s history. (Ottoman
usc of crossbows is less well known, though late
Byzantine forces employed them extensively. In facta
late medieval Turkish word for a crossbow, ¢anra,
probably came from the Byzantine /zaggra — unless
both derived from the Persian-Arabic word for cross-
bow, jarkh. Yet it was the Janissaries’ usc of firearms
that caught their enemies’ attention. At first the
soldiers, proud of their neat appearance, disliked
dirty guns, but after witnessing their power in Hun-

were worn by Ottoman
assault infantry but were
more typical of cavalry
(Met. Museum, New York).
(C) Ottoman Turkish
infantry full armour with
zirh kiildh helmet, 15th
century (Met. Museum,
New York). (D) Kolluk
vambrace, 17th-18th
centuries used by assault
infantry but more typical
of cavalry (Met. Museum,
New York). (E) Ottoman
shoulder and neck defence,
16th—-17th centuries (Met.
Museum, New York). (F)
Kincal dagger from the
Caucasus. (G) Simsir
Turkish sabre. (H) Yatagan
Turkish reverse-curved
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sword. (I) Ottoman
matchlock smooth-bore
musket. (J) Rifled flintlock

musket from Caucasus.
(K) Turkish rifled flintlock

musket. (L) Turkish

flintlock pistol. (M)
Flintlock blunderbuss
from Albania. (N) Priming
flask from Caucasus. (0)
Kurdish powder-horn. (P)
Turkish powder-horn. (QQ)
War-axe from
Herzegovina. (R) Turkish
ceremonial balta halbard.
(S) Turkish tirpan staff-
weapon. (T) Janissary
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gary in 1440—43 the Janissaries gradually accepted
the matchlock arquebus.

During these early years guns were known as
tiiffenk, tifek or zabtanah, all of which came from
medieval Persian words for a blowpipe. Typical Otto-
man matchlocks were longer and had a larger bore
than those of the West; the largest, from Algiers,
could shoot a massive, 80 gm bullet, the lightest,
from Greece, a 22 gm bullet. The flintlock system
had probably been invented in Germany early in the
16th century, but it remained unreliable in dusty
Near Eastern and Middle Eastern conditions. Con-
sequently Ottoman infantry clung to their sturdy
matchlocks longer than the rest of Europe. Then,
during the 17th century, a simple easy-to-clean
flintlock svstem known as the muguelet or ‘snap-
lock™ was introduced from Italy or Spain via North
Africa.

Not until after the difficult conquest of Venetian
Crete in 1645-69 did the Janissaries finally make
much use of pistols. In 1770 Baron de Tott, a French-
man of Hungarian origin, was invited to modernise
the Ottoman army, and he tried to get the Turks to
use bayonets. But, like the pike before it, this weapon
was anathema to the individualistic Yoldas, who
realised that it could only be effective if wielded by
men acting in unison — or, as the Janissaries saw it,
‘fighting like robots rather than warriors’.

STRATEGY AND
TACTICS

The Ottoman state was born in the mountains of
north-western Anatolia, where warfare consisted of
raiding the rich Byzantine valleys and coastal plain or
blockading Greck-speaking towns into surrender.
Though Turkish tribal cavalry took a leading role in
such campaigns, infantry were needed to hold forti-
fied places. The carliest Ottoman campaigns in
Thrace, on the European side of the Dardanelles,
involved more infantry, and the next phase of expan-
sion, which included the seizure of main roads and
mountain passes, again required foot soldiers.

The fast-expanding Ottoman Empire developed
a remarkable system of planning, mobilisation and
strategic mobility: campaigns were planned well
ahead in October and November, with actual opera-
tions normally taking place in August and Scptember
of the following year, Military leaders consulted old
soldiers and the records of previous operations. Huge
quantities of stores were sent ahead, before or during
mobilisation. Although the Janissaries had reserve
supplies of hard biscuit called peksimet, they usually
ate fresh bread on campaign, as well as pilav, onions,
and fresh mutton or dried beef.

Mobilisation orders went out to provincial forces
in December, and 1t became traditional for an army
marching into Europe to assemble necar the Davut
trenches while Turkish
cavalry drive back an
unsuccessful Christian

sortie. (Ms. Haz. 1517,
Topkapi Lib., Istanbul)

Siege-scene from the
Stileymanname of 1558,
Cannons fire from behind
wooden bulwarks filled
with earth, and Janissaries
man the front-line



Paga mosque in Istanbul; and for those on an Asian
campaign to gather at Uskiidar on the eastern side of
the Bosphorus. Other troops, from Rumelia, congre-
gated at Thessaloniki, Plovdiv, Sofia, Nis, Eszck in
Croatia, Budapest or Timigoara while allied Tatars
would gather in Perckop, at the entrance to the
Crimean peninsula. The main campaigning centres
changed as the Empire expanded, but the most
important were: Skopje for the southern Balkan;
Thessaloniki for Albania and Greece; Belgrade for
Hungary; Kiliya, [zmail, Tulcea, Braila, Silistra and

The fortress at Cesmc on

the Aegean coast of Turkey

was originally built by the
Genoese, probably in the
14th century, but was later
strengthened by the

Otromans who also added
a mosque and a han or
fortified hostel for
merchants. (Author’s
photograph)

Ottoman fortifications:

(A) Section through the
main waterfront tower of
Rumeli Hisar on the
European shore of the
Bosphorus, 1452; roof and
floors reconstructed (after
Gabriel). (B) Plan of
Rumeli Hisar, 1452 (after
Michell). (C)
Reconstruction of Anadolu
Hisar on the Asian shore of
the Bosphorus, 1395 (after
Gabriel). (D) Plan of the
fortress at Bilgorod
Dnistrovskiy (Turkish: Ak
Kirman. Rumanian:
Cetatea Alba). The
rectangular keep was built
in the 14th—15th centuries
by the Genoese or
Moldavians; the outer
walls were strengthened by
the Moldavians and

Ottomans in the 15th-17th
centuries (afer Ionescu).
(E) Plan of the castle of
Cilnic in Transylvania.
The inner keep dates from
the 13th—14th centuries;
the outer wall from the
Ottoman 16th century
(after Anghel). (I') Plan of
the castle of Turnu
Magulele in Wallachia
consisting of a circular
14th century concentric
keep, strengthened and
with a third wall added in
the Ottoman 16th century
(after Anghel). (G) Plan of
the citadel of Alba Iulia in
Transylvania showing the
late Ottoman
fortifications (after
anonymous late 17th
century Italian map).
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in the centre, with cavalry
on both flanks in a correct,
though simplified,
representation of typical
Ottoman tactics. (Ms. Haz.
1517, Topkapi Lib.,
Istanbul)

Ottoman and Christian
armies face each other
across a river in central
Europe, from the
Stilleymanname of 1558.
Janissary infantry are
concentrated behind guns

Ruse for Wallachia and Transylvania; Bendery, lasi,
Kaminiec and Khotin for Moldavia; Belgorod for the
Dnestr river area; Oczakow and Kilburun for the
Dnepr and Bug river areas; Erzerum for Persia; and
Diyarbakir, Van and Mosul for Iraq.

Elaborate preparations were made at the start of
cach campaign, and cither the Sultan’s six-horsetail
banner or the Vezir’s three-horsetail banner would be
erected in the first courtyard of the Topkap: Palace
before being sent ahead to warn of the army’s ap-
proach. Roads and bridges were repaired along the
line of march, with prefabricated pontoon bridges
being floated across large rivers. Cairns of stones
would be piled up to indicate the way if there were no
roads. The most famous military bridge was a forti-
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The two clasps would have
been linked by a thong
rather than a picce of wire,
as shown here. Such belts
came with a great variety
of decorative patterns,
reflecting the owner’s
tastes. (Askeri Miize,
Istanbul)

(A) Brass pen-case as used
by Janissary Fnderunlu
and other clerks. It
consists of a long container
for pens with a sealed
inkpot on the side. (Askeri
Miize, Istanbul). (B) Detail
of a brass belt as used by
Janissary junior officers.

fied wooden structure 6,000 vards long across the
marshes and River Drava near Osijek. In the 18th
century main roads had a narrow paved strip down
the centre for pedestrians and wheeled traffic, with
wider strips of cleared and beaten earth on either side
for horsemen — much like the ancient Roman roads.
The Turks also made great use of four-wheeled
waggons, particularly in the Balkans and the grassy
steppes north of the Black Sea. £

Right: (A-=]) Various types
and sizes of Ottoman
military tent, and tent-
opening systems (after
Doras and Kocaman).

(K) Janissary tent
decorations. Numbers 2 to
98 are Cemaat units;
numbers 1B to 52B are
those of Bolik units (after
Doras and Kocaman).
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An Ottoman army marched at dawn and made
camp at noon. Normally a screen of light cavalry
scouts and raiders went ahead, followed by a van-
guard of elite cavalry, then the main force of infan-
try and technical troops. The flanks would be cov-
ered by the bulk of the cavalry, and a rearguard
would protect the baggage. Fach Janissary Orza had
a large tent embroidered with the unit’s emblem as
its Oda or barracks, though each squad seems to
have had its own sleeping tent. These were also used
during the rare winter campaigns, as in 1644, when
the men were at first unable to pitch their tents in
the frozen earth. Veteran Janissaries showed them
how to tic the guy-ropes to a circle of supply sacks
then melt a small patch of earth with boiling water
for the tent-pole. Unfortunately the poles were
frozen into the carth by morning, and had to be
snapped off!

In camp, communal worship was held half an
hour before sunset, when the Orta Imams recited
prayers. Signal cannon were then fired, and the
troops would call good fortune and health to their
sultan, commander and officers. Vedettes were
posted, these being changed to the sound of signal
cries and music. Bertrandon de la Broquiere, describ-
ing a Turkish force leaving camp to meet an enemy
early in the 15th century, said: ‘When they are ready
and know where the Christians are coming and where
they are . . ., they leave quickly and in such a manner
that a hundred armed Christians would make more noise
leaving their camp than ten thousand Turks. All they do
is beat a large drum. Those who are supposed to leave get
in front and all the rest fall into line, without breaking up
the order.’ During the 15th century Ottoman forces
also seemed better at re-assembling after a setback
than their Christian foes, who, once scattered, tended
to go home.

Ottoman tactics evolved over the years but re-
tained certain characteristics. The Janissaries’ first
major battle was against the Karamanian Turks at
Konya in 1389. Here the infantry successfully held
the centre, supported by cavalry on the wings and
rear. At Ankara in 1402 the infantry adopted a
defensive position, holding several hills, and al-
though the battle was eventually lost, the Janissary
and Azap infantry archers proved themselves capable
of repulsing Tamerlane’s fearsome cavalry as long as
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they had cavalry support on their flanks. At Varna in
1444 the Janissaries based their defence on a tabur or
‘wagenburg’ of large carts. It is worth noting that in
that instance the small number of men with fire-arms
were stationed on the traditionally more defensive
left wing. According to the early 16th century Italian
observer Paolo Giovio, Ottoman light cavalry tried to
draw an enemy into the 4zap infantry, whercupon
both would lure the foe into range of the artillery and
Janissaries, while Turkish cavalry hit them in the
flanks.

The main offensive role in Ottoman tactics was
still given to cavalry, who attempted to break the
enemy line. The Janissaries would then fire their
guns and attack in a dense mass, with swords and
other weapons — usually a single rush in a wedge
formation. With a Mehterhane band encouraging
them from the rear, such massed Janissary charges
were often unstoppable, their carly effectiveness
being due to the fact that their enemies generally
lacked disciplined infantry. On the other hand, the
Janissaries never used musketry in massed volleys,
relying instead on individual skills and marks-
manship. Elite assault units were known as
Serdengecti or ‘head riskers’, and numbered around
100 volunteers.

The tabur or ‘wagenburg’ has a role in Ottoman
history comparable to the circle of covered waggons
in America’s Wild West. It was probably copied from
the Hungarians during the Ottoman conquest of the
Balkans. By the late 15th century the Turkish tabur
consisted of waggons ‘like wheeled fortresses’ pulled
by two mules, and carrying men with matchlocks as
well as light cannon. The waggons had ammunition
boxes beneath them and could be chained together to
make a wall. From the late 17th century, however, the
Ottoman fabur became increasingly vulnerable to
European field artillery.

Ottoman skill in siege warfare stems from even
earlier, but two famous sieges stand out in the great
era of Ottoman military history: the capture of Con-
stantinople/Istanbul in 1453 and the failed assault on
Vienna in 1683. During the former, Ottoman infan-
try were described by their enemies as disciphined
and steady, not attacking in a mad rush but using
scaling ladders while archers and hand-gunners kept
the defenders’ heads down.



The failed attack on Vienna saw the culmination
and, 1n a way, the perfection of traditional Ottoman
siege techniques. Their trenches were deeper and
broader than had been seen in Western Europe, with
musketry batteries at the ends of each sap, as well as
assembly poinfs from which attacks were launched.
Assaults on the defences were made by day and by
night, illuminated by beacons and gunpowder flares,
and small Serdengects units of between 30 and 100
volunteers were sent against limited objectives. The
defenders noted that such assault parties were di-
vided into smaller units of five Janissaries: a swords-
man, a grenadier, an archer and perhaps two musket-
CETS.

‘The siege of Cyprus’in
the $ehengahname of
Sultan Selim. While
Janissaries march in strict
formation on the left, a
mixed bag of other
Ottoman infantry mill
around on the left. Perhaps
the artist was making a
discreet comment on the
discipline of differing
formations. (Ms. Ahmet
3595, £1102b, Topkapi Lib.,
Istanbul)

PROMOTION, PAY
AND MORALE

Promotions and transfers were done every two to
eight years, or on the accession of a new ruler. Within
the Janissary Corps these were theoretically by sen-
iority; junior officers were probably sclected from the
Cavuy and Karakullukeu NCOs. Discipline was very
strict, and it was said that ‘forty were led by a single
hair’. Murad I had, in fact, laid down 16 rules for the
Janissary Corps: total obedience to officers; unity of
purpose; strict military behaviour; no extremes of
luxury or abstinence; strict piety under the Bekiagi
code; acceptance of only the best recruits; capital
punishment of a distinctive sort; punishment by only
their own officers; promotion by seniority; looking
after their own dependants; no beards for ordinary
soldiers; no marriage until retirement; living only in
barracks; no other trades; full-time military training;
and no alcohol or gambling. Punishments varied
from imprisonment in the kitchen area (perhaps
‘spud bashing’) to incarceration in the Dardanelles’
fortresses. The most common punishment was hav-
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Ottoman outer walls and
rowers were designed for
artillery to control the
neighbouring Danube
river. As such the Baba
Vida castle was one of the
most important
fortifications in Rumelia,
the European half of the
Ottoman Empire.
(Author’s photograph)

The late 17th century
defences of the Baba Vida
castle ar Vidin.
Inscriptions, recently
removed to make the
castle ‘look more
Bulgarian’, indicated that
the Ottoman governor
strengthened these walls in
1723. The inner
fortifications date from
the 14th century but these

ing the soles of the feet beaten with a falaka or
bastinado. After any punishment, the offender had to
kiss the hand of his officer as a mark of his return to
discipline. Officer punishments ranged from demo-
tion to internal banishment or execution. Discipline
on the march was even stricter, with any damage to
property being punished, and compensation paid to
victims. Desertion in time of war resulted in execu-
tion by strangling; the body was then placed in a
weighted sack and dropped in the sea or a lake at
night to avoid public shame.

Janissaries received their wlife or pay three or
four times a year, paydays often coinciding with visits
by foreign dignitaries so as to display Janissary disci-
pline. Bonuses were given for distinguished service,
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as when the survivors of Serdengecti (‘*head-risker”)
and Dal Kili¢ (‘naked sword’) units got extra pay as
well as medals. In the mid-15th century ordinary
Janissaries received a relatively small amount of
money, but they also got enough blue cloth for a pair
of trousers, a larger amount of linen, a new woollen
coat, a new shirt and enough money to buy bows,
arrows and clean collars. Nevertheless the Janissary
Ocak accounted for ten per cent of total military
expenditure which in turn took 15 per cent of the
entire Imperial revenue under Mehmet the Con-
queror.

In some ways the Janissaries were cushioned
from the outside world. Barracks consisted of several
Oda or rooms for each Orta unit, those”of the elite
being within the Topkapi Palace grounds. Most ordi-
nary barracks consisted of a large building which
included kitchens, an arsenal and sleeping quarters;
the doors were decorated with the Orra’s emblem.
The two main barracks in Istanbul, the Eski (Old)
and the Yeni (New) Oda, were stone structures built



in the 1460s and 1470s — imposing buildings deco-
rated with coloured tiles, marble window-grills,
gilded doors and courtyard fountains. Each also had a
cluster of civilian workshops around it. Here a
Janissary lived an almost monastic life, being permit-
ted to marry only when he reached the rank of
Oturak or pensioner — at least until the rules were
relaxed at the end of the 16th century.

Generally speaking, ordinary Ottoman soldiers
were more resilient than their Western opponents, a
fact noted by Bertrandon de la Broquiére. As he said:
‘They are diligent and get up early in the morning. They
are frugal when on the road and live on only a little food,
a little badly baked bread and some raw meat, dried a
little in the sun, or some curdled or otherwise-prepared
milk, some cheese or honey or grapes or fruit or grass, or a
handful of flour from which they make porridge for six or
eight men for a day.” The Ottoman army also placed
great emphasis on individual courage, and there was
strong competition for ‘badges of valour’ such as
celenk crests and feathered plumes; the ¢elenk was
particularly difficult to win as it was only awarded for
extreme bravery in the face of a superior foe. A
soldier killed in battle was a Sakhid or ‘martyr’. His
dependants, like those of any veteran, were known as
Fodlaharan or *bread eaters’, and were supported by

a special government department through the man’s
Orta, being given a weekly food ration, work for sons,
and husbands for daughters. Disabled veterans had
sinecure jobs and remained honorary members of
their Ora.

Throughout its history, the Janissary Ocak was
popular among the poorest members of society, per-
haps because of its almost socialist attitudes which in
turn resulted from the deep influence of the Bektasi
dervish sect. Religion was central to Janissary morale
and motivation, the whole reason for the Ocak’s
existence being to expand the power of Islam. But the
Janissaries were hardly orthodox Muslims, and to get
a better idea of their beliefs it is necessary to under-
stand the Bekragi movement.

Bektasi doctrines contained aspects of ancient
Turkish paganism, Buddhism, a strong clement of
Shia Islam — including devotion to the early Caliph
Ali, as well as Kurdish Yazidi (wrongly called ‘devil
worshippers’) and Christian influences. The latter
include a “Irinity’ of God, the Prophet Muhammad
and the Caliph Ali, belief in confession and absolu-
tion of sins, and an initiation ceremony which in-
volved the distribution of bread, wine and cheese, as
among some Fastern Christians. In many Bektagi
Tekkes or convents, women participated in ceremon-

Swords: (1) Caucasus-style
kincal short-swords which
became very popular
among Ottoman troops in
the 18th century. (Askeri
Miize, Istanbul). (B) 18th
century Ottoman kili¢ or
sabre, with a typically
Turkish broad blade and a
carved jade grip. (Tower
Armouries, London)
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ies without wearing veils, Though the Bektagi move-
ment proclaimed itself’ part of Sunni Islam, it was
certainly not accepted as such by some of the Otto-
man establishment. The main difference between the
Bektagis and the orthodox Sunni Muslims was a
Bektagi beliet that, in the final analysis, all religions
were valid. Some dervish preachers maintained that
Christians and Jews were not really ‘infidels’, while a
few even had Christian followers.

Such opinions appealed to Janissary recruits,
whose conversion to Islam resulted, if not from force,
at least from moral pressure, and who still sometimes
carried Greek or Arabic extracts from the Christian
Gospel as lucky charms. It also made the Bekragis
popular amongst Balkan Christians, who provided
many of the Ottoman Empire’s auxiliary infantry.
(Their Tekkes or convents were especially numerous
in places like Albama and Bosnia, where conversion
to Islam was widespread and which again would
provide some of the Empire’s best non-Janissary
infantry in the 17th and 18th centuries.) Bektagis
fought beside the Janissaries as volunteers. Their
attitude to war was summed up in a verse on the
blade of a late 15th century axe belonging to a certain
Sayyid Ali of Jerusalem:
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The main entrance to the
early 16th century
Ottoman fort at Muzayrib
in southern Syria. A chain
of 25 such fortifications
protected the Pilgrim road
from Damascus to Mecca,
each being garrisoned by a
small unit of Janissaries or
other provincial infantry.
(Author’s photograph)

Pen and ink drawing of a
senior Ottoman officer by
Diirer around 1495.
German artists started
producing accurate
representations of Turkish
military costume and
weaponry soon after
Ottoman forces started
raiding central Europe.,
This man’s flanged mace,
as well as the size of his
turban, were a mark of
rank or command.
(Albertina Coll., no. 3196.
D.171, Vienna)

“Tnomy hand I took the axe

As 1 set out on my journey

Without self~amwareness

1 became aware of the Beautiful One (God).



Eight Bekragis also lived in the main Janissary bar-
racks. They prayed for victory and walked ahead of
the Yeniceri Agasi on parade, their leader chanting
‘Kerim Allah’ (God is Generous), to which the others
responded ‘Hu' (He is). A newly selected Dede or
head of the Bekiagi sect was crowned with a distine-
tive hat by the Yemigeri Agasi and in turn the Yenigeri
Agasi stood whenever the name of Hacci Bektas, the
spiritual father of the sect, was mentioned. The
importance of the Bektasi code was reflected, for
example, in the discharge paper of Hiseyin, an Usta
or ‘specialist’ in the 45th Baliik of the 38th Oda of the
12th Orta, dating from 1822: ‘We are believers from of
old. We have confessed the Unity of Reality. We have a
Prophet, Ahmeti Muhtar Cenap. Since the time of the
Heroes we have been the intoxicated ones. We are the
Moths of the Divine Flame. We are a company of
wandering dervishes in this world. We cannot be counted
on the fingers, we cannot be destroyed by defeat . .

SUPPORT
SERVICES AND
OTHER DUTIES

The most important support services within the
Janissary Ocak were the Cebecis or ‘armourers’ and
the Saka or ‘water-distributers’, the latter accompa-
nying soldiers into battle and tending the wounded.
The Cebecis made, repaired and issued weapons and
also formed a fully operational unit. In 1574 they
were a small elite of 625 skilled men attached to the
artillery, but later their numbers were greatly in-
creased, till all large garrisons included some Cebecis.

Non-combatant support personnel within the
Ocak included 100 Yazicr or ‘scribes’ led by the
Yenigeri Kdtibi or ‘sccretary of Janissaries” and the
apparently separate Oda Yazicr or ‘barrack-room
scribes’ who, under a Bas Yazier (‘head clerk’),
looked after an Orta’s paperwork. Then there was the
Kirhane, originally consisting of 34 small companies
of skilled artisans under an Usta or ‘master’. The
Kirhane went on campaign and enjoyed some of the
privileges of the Janissary Ocak. These civilian craft
or business guilds rapidly increased in number and
became known as the Ordu Esnaf or army artisans.

warfare were vital in
Hungary, as they were in
southern Russia. They
were also an area in which
Janissaries excelled.

(Ms. Haz. 1517, Topkapi
Lib., Istanbul)

Ottoman forces
overrunning the outer
defences of a powerful
river-fortress on the
Austrian frontier, from the
Siileymanname of 1558,
The techniques of river

Eventually, an Ottoman army on a major campaign
would be followed by wool carvers, sword makers,
bow makers, saddlers, linen drapers, cobblers, bar-
bers, blacksmiths, candle makers, cooked sheep’s
head sellers, iron shoe-heel makers, pharmacists,
goat’s hair cloth makers, slipper makers, kaftan mak-
ers, silk merchants, trouser makers, copper-smiths,
tin smiths and bakers, among others. By the 18th
century they occupied a permanent position, and
most also claimed to be Janissaries, demanding full
pay.

Another distinctive characteristic of the Otto-
man army was its Mehterhane or military band; the
Ottoman Empire was first in Europe to have a per-
manent military music organisation. A Mehterhane
consisted of ‘folds’, each normally with a drum,
doubled kettle drums, clarinet, trumpet and cymbals.
The Sultan’s own band had nine such folds, the
Yenigeri Afasi’s seven, and every regiment or garri-
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son had a smaller band. A Mehterhane usually stood
in a crescent formation; only the kettle-drummer sat.
Large Kos or war-drums were often played on camel-
back, and a Mehterhane could also be entirely
mounted. The instruments were made and main-
tained by 150-200 specialists, mostly Greeks or Ar-
menians based near the Topkapt Palace. (The
Cevgani singers who are still such a tourist attraction
in Istanbul were not added to the Mehterhane until
the late 18th century.) The Mehterhane played “tunes
of Afrasivab’, in other words Persian military music,
and according to the colourful Turkish traveller
Evliva Celebi in 1638: ‘. .. five hundred trumpeters
ratsed such a sound that the planet Venus began to dance
and the skies reverberated . . . All these players of the
drum, kettle-drum and cymbals marched past together
beating their different kinds of mstruments in rhythmic
unison as if Chama-Pur’s army [the traditional foe of
Alexander the Great| was marching by.’

Ottoman infantry forces had duties apart from
fighting. In winter the Janissaries worked on building
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sites, the middle ranking Amelimanda being respons-
ible for maintaining Istanbul’s vital aqueduct system.
With such training the Janissaries were, not surpris-
ingly, effective sappers on campaign. From the start,
infantry garrisoned newly conquered towns; the
Janissaries usually took over citadels, while Azaps
occupied the town beneath. The citadels and fort-
resses would then be well stocked with food and
ammunition, so the occupying Janissaries could
rarely be starved into submission. However, the Ot-
tomans did not put much emphasis on fortifications
until the latter part of the 16th century, when their
frontiers began to stabilise,

By then much of the Janissary Ocak was spread
across the Empire in Korocu (garrison) Ortas which
normally did nine-month tours of duty before re-
turning to the capital. But as the Corps grew, the
majority of its Ortas became permanently based in
the provinces, under the command of local gover-
nors. They developed local interests, local loyalties,
sometimes taking over local administration, and
eventually they became a source of unrest them-
selves. Meanwhile Yamak volunteer auxiharies of
dubious military value were left to garrison the vital
Bosphorus fortresses by the 18th century.

Different forms of provincial garrison developed
within the Empire. For example, the Hiikimer
Sancak or ‘autonomous hereditory provinces’ of east-
ern Anatolia were governed by tribal princes sup-
ported by Janissary Ortas. In Iraq and Syria the
Janissaries became local elites. The descendants of
the first garrisons were assimilated into the Arab-
speaking population and became fierce rivals of later
Ortas sent to reinforce central government control.
The large Ottoman army based in Egvpt similarly
developed a form of local patriotism, but the Egyp-
tian Ortas remained loval to the Empire and cam-
paigned far from home, fighting in Italy (1619-20),
Yemen (1631-2) and Armenia (winter 1616). Even
the small Ottoman-held areas of Eritrea, Yemen and
the Arabian Gulf coast had small garrisons, while the

‘Ottoman army
commanded by Ferhat
Pasga approaching the
fortress of Revan’, from
the Sehensahname by
Logman, 1594-97. Officers
with tall Janissary caps
ride amid dense ranks of
Janissary soldiers. Baggage

camels fill the lower part
of the picture, and there is
a mounted Mehterhane
band hidden among
massed cavalry behind the
Janissaries. (Ms. Baghdad
200, £101b, Topkapi Lib.,
Istanbul)



The early days
Nefer Janissary soldier,
late 14th century
Byzantine officer,
early 15th century
Turkish Yaya infantryman,
14th century ]




Recruitment and education :
Devsirme recruit, 16th century =~
Enderum Sakirdi eunuch teacher
Civelek young traince off-duty
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Janissary junior officers

1: Serdengect1 Aga commander of
an assault unit, 18th century

2: Bayraktar Subay: standard bearer
of 39th Orta, 16th century

3: Besinci Karakullukgu NCO,

18th century




‘Janissary officers
1: Usta officer, 17th-18th centuries
. : , S 2:  Bascavus officer of third rank, 16th- lSth centunes
iy 2 : T 37 Kethiida Bey officer




Commanding officers =~

1: Yeniceri Agasi Commander of
the Janissary corps

2: Orta Kethiidasi Janissary officer ¥

. 3: Haseki Agas1 Commander of the Sultan’s m@aﬂ&y g'uard, 18th century




Imam battalion chaplain
tagi dervish
ulluk of the Ellialt1 Neferi patrolman of 56th Orta, 18th century




. Mehter Mlhmry Band

: Mehterbas: Aga conductor
: Zurnazen clarinet player : AR
: Mehter Agas of Koszen, leader of kettle-drum section S
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The Bostaner Corps
.15 ‘Bostanc Binbasi, 18th.ce




Other infantry forces
Levent, late 16th century
Azap, 16th-17th century
Sekbanbas: officer of
the Sekban corps




virtually independent Ottoman provinces of North
Africa raised their own Janissary Ocalbs.

The Janissaries” public order duties eventually
became more important than their military role. The
Yenigeri Agasi was, for example, also chief of police of
the capital; his own Janissarics and those of the
Cebecibasi and the Topeubasi patrolled Istanbul and
Galata, and Bostancis policed the surrounding areas.
[f these units went on campaign, the Acemi Oglan
Orta or ‘traming battalions’ sometimes took over
policing.

A unit of 300 men was used to protect a fleet of
80 to 100 transport boats on the rivers Morava and
Nisava, based at Nis. Janissaries had always served
aboard Ottoman warships, and by the carly 17th
century most Ottoman galleys seem to have carried
cight Janissaries and six other soldiers, mostly re-
cruited on the Aegean islands and armed with
matchlocks, bows and a few light cannon. Janissaries
on marine duty were normally drawn from the older,
more experienced but less fit Oturak or ‘pensioner’
grade, while other marines included Sipahis (suppos-
edly ‘feudal cavalry’), Kur'act or ‘conscripts’ and
Uliifeci or ‘salaried’ soldiers. Far to the west, in
Algiers, a virtually separate Janissary Ocak provided
the powerbase for famous corsairs like Hayruddin
Barbarossa. They were initially raised to defend
Algiers and extend Ottoman control, but they soon
insisted on taking part in the profitable business of
naval warfare — or piracy, as their FEuropean foes
called 1t.

One of the best-preserved
Ottoman fortresses is at
Payas, overlooking the
Gulf of Iskenderun. It was
built by Selim I early in
the 16th century to protect
a vulnerable stretch of the
road from Istanbul to
Syria which was exposed
to naval raids at this point.
The structure is a typical
Ottoman fortress, being
functional rather than
designed to impress or
make a political
statement. (Author’s
photograph)

OTHER INFANTRY
FORCES

The first, but also among the most short-lived, Otto-
man infantry formations were the early 14th century
Yaya and Piyade. The former were Turks given land
in return for military service and local defence duties
in Rumelia (the Balkans), the latter comparable sol-
dier-farmers in Anatolia, though theyv also included
nomads. The Yaya were commanded by Certbas or
‘soldier leaders’ under the command of tribal Yiirik
Begs and provincial governors. They were organised
mnto rudimentary Ocak units of around 30 men each,
five of whom served in rotation while the others
supported them financially. The idea that these Yaya
were grouped into decimal units is probably a myth.

The Azap or ‘bachelors’” were a more successful
formation which became a fierce rival of the elite
Janissary Ocak. An Azap was a volunteer, originally
recruited from Anatolian Turks, paid only during a
campaign and able to leave whenever he wished.
Large numbers of Azaps served as marines in various
Turkish Beyliks during the 14th century. They were
armed with maces, bows (often shooting zemberek
short darts with the aid of arrow-guides), and occa-
sionally ¢agra crossbows; and they soon adopted
tiifek guns. According to the Byzantine chronicler
Dukas, the first Ottoman garrison at Gallipoli in
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Janissaries and their
officers approach the
Sultan’s tent while on
campaign, from the
Siileymanname of 1558. A
row of triple-horsehair

Tugs stand inside a tented
enclosure which is made
to look like a fortress. (Ms.
Haz. 1517, Topkapi Lib.,
Istanbul)

1421-22 consisted of ‘lightly armed Gasmouli’, indi-
cating soldiers of mixed Greek and Western Euro-
pean origin. Ottoman records still referred to two
units of Greek-speaking Muslims at Gallipoli in
1474, probably Azaps rather than Janissaries. One
consisted of rowers, the other of Zenberekciyan arch-
ers who defended the castle. Four other, presumably
Turkish, units at Gallipoli included a unit of naval
Azaps.

On land, the Azaps fought as infantry archers but
were mostly employed as guards or pickets. By the
16th century they had declined to mere ammunition
carriers, pioneers and sappers, and had been ab-
sorbed into the Janissaries Cebeci as porters. Then,
however, the Azaps enjoyed a new lease of life. From
the late 16th century all Muslim men in frontier
regions were hable to be enlisted as Azaps, armed
with matchlocks and sabres, one man from each 20 or
30 houscholds being supported by the rest. They
were divided into Kale Azapi (‘fortress Azaps™) and

Firearms: (A) Turkish
matchlock musket, 17th
century. It also has the
large rounded shoulder
protection used with heavy
calibre guns. (B) Turkish
flintlock siege-gun with a
short barrel and large
bore, and a long stock so
that it could be fired from
behind cover. (C) Massive
highly decorated Turkish
‘trench-gun’, late 18th
century. (D) Decorated
Turkish flintlock musket,
18th century. (all in Askeri
Miize, Istanbul)
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Deniz Azapi (‘naval Azaps’) depending on where they
lived. It is not clear whether auxiliary infantry known
as Cinbizdn (‘soul stakers’) or Divdnegin (‘Mad-
men’) were Azaps — such titles were probably de-
scriptive rather than references to specific units.

The history of the Foynugs is even more varied.
Essentially they were auxiliaries recruited from the
Ottoman Empire’s Balkan Christian vassals, under a
system inherited from pre-Turkish times, though
they do seem to have included Muslims from early
on. Most were armoured cavalry, but again they
included some foot soldiers. Their ranks were largely
Slav Bulgarians and Serbs, as well as Vlach- or
Rumanian-speakers. ILike many Ottoman auxiliaries,
a Voynug was supported by other households known
as Gander, a term probably stemming from the Greek
word Kontarion or lance. The Voynugs had their own
Certbagi officers under the overall command of the
Voynug Beyi, and were attended by Yamak servants
or subordinates. Although the FVoynugs had no Ocak
or corps structure they included a registered reserve
which kept them up to strength. By the 15th century
some Foynugs had additional duties such as looking
after herds of cavalry horses in Bulgaria. The
Dogancis (*hawkers’) were similar to these Foynugs
and raised hawks for the Imperial Court. Elsewhere
Vlach Christian nomads enjoyed special privileges in
return for serving the Ottoman Empire as frontier
Foynugs, guides, guards and raiders. The autonom-
ous Rumanian principality of Moldavia also supplied
Foynugs during the 16th century.

"The role of infantry in the Rumanian principali-
ties sheds an interesting light on a little-known aspect
of Ottoman military organisation. Because Moldavia,
Wallachia and Transylvania preserved their auton-
omy for so long, their pre-Ottoman military heritage
continued to develop. In all three parts of what is now
Rumania, local rulers raised, trained and equipped
competent infantry as the Ottoman tide approached.
These infantry ranged from professional Italian mer-
cenaries to revitalised urban militias stiffened by
royal garrisons. They used the normal array of late

‘Mustafa Pasa giving a
feast for the Janissaries’,
from the Nusretname by
Mustafa Ali, 1584.
Janissaries with flat-
topped Borks and officers
with tall pointed Uskiifs

are served by splendidly
dressed court attendants
and members of the
Sultan’s Silihtar guard.
(Ms. Haz. 1365, {.33v,
Topkapi Lib., Istanbul)

medieval infantry weapons, including a hooked staff
for use against cavalry, a device soon adopted by the
Janissaries. At the same time, infantry archers armed
with Asiatic-style composite bows were gradually
replaced by musketeers skilled in guerrilla warfare.
In fact Wallachia and Moldavia continued to recruit
professional arquebus-armed infantry from Chris-
tian Bulgarians to the south, Serbs to the west, Poles
and Cossacks to the north. Ottoman military influ-
ence was also felt, for example in a Dorubanti infantry
militia based on the Turkish Derbentei or ‘frontier
guards’.

The Ottoman Empire inherited several other
interesting military formations in the southern Bal-
kans; for example, ex-Byzantine Catalan mercenaries
or their descendants were recorded in Ottoman ser-
vice in the 1380s. Vassal or mercenary European
crossbowmen and axe-armed Genoese infantry from
various colonial outposts were among those involved
in the Ottoman civil war of 1421-22. Jews and
Muslims joined in defeating an [talian attack on the
island of Chios in 1399, since only they and not the
local Greek Christians were permitted inside the
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‘Kan’an Pasa marching
against Albanian rebels’,
from the Pasaname of
¢.1630. The only Janissaries

troops, perhaps Levents,
but the majority of the
infantry appear to be
Tiifckei musketeers with

in this picture appear to act
as the Paga’s immediate
guard. In front of the

short red coats and tall red
caps. (British Lib., Ms. S1.
3584, £.20a, London)

commander arc axe-arm ed

island’s citadel. Far to the north, many of the perse-
cuted Bogomil ‘heretics’ of Bosnia also helped the
invading Ottomans against their Christian oppres-
SOrSs.

Elsewhere the Ottomans used existing local
forces as garrison troops to avoid tying down their
own soldiers. The Greek Martolos, for example, were
originally Byzantine irregulars. In the early 15th
century the Ottomans recognised them as Nizam or
‘proper soldiers’, and paid them to control Klepht
Greek mountain bandits. During the 16th century
Martolos formed a significant element in garrisons
across Serbia, Bosnia, Herzegovina and even Hun-
gary. By the 18th century they had muskets, pistols,

The castle outside Uzice in
western Serbia was one of
the strongest fortifications
in the Ottoman Eyalet of
Bosnia. The position is so

powerful that it was reused
by Axis occupation forces
during the Second World
War. (Author’s
photograph)
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swords and daggers, and were led by hereditary
Kapitanos. Senior Greek religious figures were per-
mitted their own Kapoi armed retainers. Musellems
were originally a cavalry levy, and though they de-
clined into an ineffective infantry militia, theyv re-
tained some kind of Ocak Corps structure. The
Ginuilliiyan were a later volunteer militia of horse-
men and foot soldiers raised from both Muslims and
Christians, paid through local taxes and used to
garrison local castles.

For many years the Ottoman government tried to
stop the Raya, or non-military section of the popula-
tion, from acquiring firearms. Even the recognised
Derbentgi auxiliaries were not permitted guns until an
increasing threat from gun-toting bandits made this
essential. Properly organised Ottoman Derbentgis ap-
peared in the mid-15th century, and initially in-
cluded Christian Martolos as well as Yoruk Turkish
nomads, Turcoman tribesmen from Anatolia and
Balkan Christian Foynugs. They were organised into
units of between 25 and 30 local men garrisoning tiny
forts in strategic or vulnerable areas, and this system




would be greatly expanded as the authority of the
central government waned. Derbentgis were even
found in the autonomous Crimean Tatar Khanate,
north of the Black Sea. The Crimean Tatars also
fielded a small musket-armed infantry force. Some
were tribesmen too poor to own a horse; others
formed an elite of 20 companies of mounted infantry
Sekbans recruited from villagers in the Crimean
peninsula.

The increasing conservatism of Ottoman mili-
tary thinking ensured that when a new infantry force
was raised it was given a traditional name. As a result,
the Sekban infantry of the late 16th to 18th centuries
had no real connection with the old Sekban division
of the Janissary Ocak. The new Sekbans were an
answer to the Ottoman army’s acute shortage of
musket troops in the face of ever-stronger European
enemics. The supposedly non-military Muslim Raya
populations of Dalmatia, Albania, Bosnia and
Anatolia were now recruited in increasing numbers,
many as mounted infantry. Early in the 17th century
the new Sekbans were organised on a regular basis in
Biliik units of between 50 and 100 men, mostly paid

‘Procession of the
Ottoman Sultan’s sons in a
Carriage’, a double-page
picture from the Surname
of Vehbi, 1650-85. The
carriage is escorted by a
variety of soldiers
including Solak
guardsmen with decorated

bronze helmets, Janissary
officers with enormously
plumed Uskiif hats,
Bostancis wearing long
floppy red hats and
Sildhtars with red versions
of the Janissary Bork. (Ms.
Ahmet A.3593, f£.169v-170r,
Topkapi Lib., Istanbul)

as private armies by provincial governors. Each unit
was led by a Biliik Bagi under the overall command
of a Bas Biliik Bagi, such officers at first being drawn
from the Janissary Ocak. Theoretically they could be
disbanded when their Bélim or commission was
withdrawn, but in reality they were rarely under
central government control. Eventually they became
the most effective infantry in the Empire, outstrip-
ping the decadent Janissaries. Other similar units
were known as Sarica or ‘wasps’, and all tended to be
excellent marksmen, perhaps because so many had
been huntsmen or bandits before becoming soldiers.

Like the Sekbans and Sarica, the revived Levent
forces of the late 16th century were Muslims armed
with muskets, swords and, later, pistols. They were
supposedly recruited from bandits in Anatolia and
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curved sabres, though one
soldier is also wrestling
with his enemy. (Ms.
Revan 816, {10, Topkapi
Lib., Istanbul)

‘Battle between Ottoman
and Imperial Hapsburg
forces’, in the Khamseh of
Ata’i of c. 1675. The
Janissaries are armed with

scem to have had no connection with carlier Levent
marines of the 14th century. Another new force were
the mounted infantry, the 7ufek¢is, who appeared in
the 16th century and became some of the most
effective troops in the 17th and 18th century Otto-
man army. They, however, were a regular corps,
uniformed in short red coats and tall red caps.
Savage incursions by Catholic Austrian armies
meant that in many parts of the Balkans, Orthodox
Christians still gave military help to the beleaguered
Ottomans. Even fiercer resistance was put up by the
Slav-speaking Muslims of Bosnia, where distinct
types of local infantry, such as the Panduk or ‘sharp-
shooters’ and the £flak or ‘musketeers’, appeared. In
Syria and Iraq an extraordinary array of irregular and
mercenary formations appeared during the 17th and
18th centuries. In Damascus these included Levent,
mounted infantry who were at first Turks but later
tended to be Kurds, Sekban — Turks from eastern
Anatolia, Maghdriba — Algerian Arabs who were
generally emploved to defend Pilgrim Caravans to
Mecca, and Tiifekyi — Kurds who formed a small elite
of marksmen. Each had their own organisation, cor-
porate loyalty, leadership, barracks and distinctive
clothing. In addition there were ’Ashir — Syrian
auxiliaries under tribal or local leaders, including
urban militias raised from all religious groups. The
term Arab, however, was only used of bedouin auxil-

Yatagan reverse-curved
single-edged swords. Such
weapons were
characteristic of Ottoman
troops, both regular and
tribal auxiliaries: (A-C)
Three late 18th century
Yatagans with highly
decorated scabbards.
(Tower Armouries,
London). (D-F) Three
plainer yatagans showing
F their large hook-like
pommels. (Askeri Miize,
Istanbul)
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1arics who had an important military role east of the
Orontes, Litani and Jordan rivers.

The situation in Egypt was generally more
peaceful, though rivalry between different units of-
ten boiled over into rioting. There were seven corps
in the Cairo garrison, plus assorted irregular forma-
tions which, in the Arabic records, were known as:
Janissaries, Azaps, Sarrdj (Sarica), Yuldish (from
Yoldas or Janissary soldier), Maghribi irregulars,
FJaméakiya (from  Yamak, a Janissary’s servant),
Tufenkjrya, Jardkisa (from Yiirik, Turkish tribes-
men), Shamiishiya (from Cavug, Janissary sergeants),
Mutafarriga (from the Miiteferrika, Ottoman Palace
guardsmen), and Ganillii or ‘volunteers’ who were
perhaps still recognisably Turks. In times of tension
the smaller units tended to ally with the Azaps
against the dominant Janissaries. In North Africa the
Janissaries, though forming a separate Ocak Corps,
retained their T'urkish identity for several centuries.
Their great rivals were the 74 'tfat al Ru’sd or ‘mili-
tias of the corsair captains’ who were basically ma-
rines. These Ta'ifat al Ru'sa included some Turks,
but the majority were indigenous North African
Arabs and Berbers.

&

It was accompanied by an
equally symbolic oversized
soup ladle. (Askeri Miize,
Istanbul)

A Janissary Orta’s cooking
pot or Kazan was the unit’s
most prized possession
and would be carried in
ceremonial processions.

THE PLATES

Plate A: The early days

Al: Nefer Janissary soldier, late 14th century
No Turkish illustrations of Janissaries are known
from the 14th century, so this figure is based on
written descriptions and ‘enemy’ pictures of Otto-
mans. He is equipped as an infantry archer but still
wears a fluted ‘turban-helmet’ and a mail hauberk
beneath his Dolama coat. He uses a siper or ‘arrow-
guide’ for shooting short darts — a device which
superseded the medieval majra arrow-guide. The
long quiver could be opened down its entire length,
and is of a type used in Turkish-influenced parts of
castern Europe. The sword is a European import
suspended in a Middle Eastern manner.

A2: Byzantine officer, carly 15th century

Late Byzantine military costume owed nothing to the
Roman heritage. This reconstruction is based on
Balkan wall-paintings and a painted Italian chest
showing Turks and Byzantines, almost certainly
based on sketches brought back by itinerant Italian
artists. Among several distinctive features are a
shield of Italo-Balkan form, a sword of Byzantine
type and a flanged mace of eastern Furopean form.
The tall yellow felt hat was a style common on both
sides of the late Byzantine-Muslim frontier.

A3: Turkish Yaya infantryman, 14th century
This figure is based on a mixture of Turco-Iranian
manuscript illustrations and written descriptions.
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The tirbe or tomb of the
famous Bektasi dervish
shaykh, Giil Baba, on a
hillside overlooking
Budapest. Like many
other Bektasis, Giil Baba
(‘Father of Roses’) is said
to have accompanicd the
Janissaries during the
capture of Budapest in

September 1541 and his
spirit was regarded as
protector of the city during
the 145 years of Ottoman
rule. The tiirbe itself was
builr between 1543 and
1548, becoming something
of a pilgrimage site for the
local Janissary garrison.
(Author’s photograph)

1526. He died there on 2

His basic costume is that of a 14th—15th century
T'urkish nomad, typical features being the segmented
felt hat. As a foot soldier he also has the laced gaiters
of an Anatolian or Iranian peasant. Some Yaya and
Azap mfantry used crossbows, but no pictorial evi-
dence survives, so this soldier has been given cap-
tured Hungarian crossbow equipment.

Plate B: Recruitment and education

B1: Devsirme recruit, 16th century

Once the Janissary Ocak was fully developed, its
uniforms barely changed for 300 years. The most
famous illustration of a Deuvsirme levy shows boy
recruits all in red, with what looks like simple red
versions of the Janissary cap. They also seem to have
been allowcd to keep one small bag of personal

B2: Enderum Sakirdi eunuch teacher

The senior teachers of the elite [y Oglam or ‘student
pages’ were eunuchs, mostly of European origin.
They formed a well-educated and highly respected
corps within the Kapikullu — the sultan’s own serv-
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ants, which also included the Janissary Corps. Their
distinctive uniform included a very tall hat with a
narrow turban-cloth, but instead of weapons thev
carried a combined pen-case and ink-well, here
thrust into the man’s belt.

B3: Civelek young trainee off-duty

A Civelek was a recruit recently promoted into the
ranks of a fighting Orza. His uniform was essentially
that of an ordinary Janissary soldier. Here he wears a
short jacket, probably a Mintan, with a yatagan
reverse-curved sword. The Civelek has a tall turban,
perhaps indicating that he is not fully entitled to wear
a Janissary Birk cap, but with one of the fringed ends
hanging in front of his face. This appears in Turkish
sources, and may reflect the younger soldiers’ ten-
dency to fool around — hence their name, Civelek,
meaning ‘lively’ or ‘playful’.

Plate C: Training

Cl: Acemi Oglan Janissary trainee, carly 16th
century

A Janissary’s training was long, hard and serious; that
of an ordinary Acem: Oglan was entirely military.
This young man would appear to be in off-duty
dress, wearing a [fwka jacket with short, flared
sleeves. His felt hat would be conical in shape but has
been tipped forward. Hanging from his belt or thrust
into his sash in his musketry equipment: a bag
containing bullets, lead bars and a bullet-mould, a
powder horn, a priming flask and a small axe to cut
lead for casting as bullets. ‘

C2: I¢ Oglan Cavusu NCO of new Janissary
recruits, 17th century

Officer ranks were largely indicated by their head-
gear. This Cavus ‘sergeant’ wears a small turban-
cloth around a Kavug hat with a vertically quilted
surface. His double-breasted ciibbe coat is tucked
inside ga/var baggy trousers and he has a fine gold
and ivory dagger. Thhe most distinctive object is the
gevgen, a chain of small bells on a staff used both to
mark time when marching and as a mark of office.

C3: Falakaci Basi head of pumshm(.nt unit,
17th—18th centurics

Few officers can have been as feared as the Falakac
Bagi, whose squad was responsible for maintaining



Above: “The death of Giil
Baba in Budapest, 15417;

painting by Stikrii Erdiren.

The Baba’s disciple
standing on the left has
many of the symbolic or
ritual objects associated
with the Bektasi order.
(Askeri Miize, Istanbul)

‘Skirmish between
Ottomans and Russians’,
in the Shaja’atname of
Asafi Pasa, late 17th-early
18th century. The
Janissaries have their
tunics tucked up into their
belts, perhaps ready to
pursue a fleeing Russian
mule handler. Below them
two dismounted Turkish
horse-archers shoot at
Russian musketeers. (Ms.
Yildiz 2385/103, vol. IV,
1182, Istanbul University
Lib.)

order in the Orta. Here he wears a large turban (the
size of which indicated his authority), with his takke
skull-cap just visible. His kafian coat is tucked
through a kugak or sash to show his long entari ‘shirt’.
In addition to a yatagan, he carries two falaka
bastinados of different weights in a large container.

Plare D: Janissary soldiers

D1: Zirhli Nefer armoured soldier, 16th
century

Janissaries who continued to wear full armour were
simply known as Zirhli Nefer or ‘armoured soldiers’.
They were used as assault troops, and probably
formed part of the Serdengeti ‘head risker’ elite. This
man has a highly decorated gilded helmet with a
Janissary plume-holder on the front, a flexible neck-
guard and a mail-and-plate zirh gomlek or cuirass.
The latter, like his demir diz¢ek thigh and knee
protections, was more commonly used by cavalry by
the 16th century. His shield is a form adopted from
the Ottoman’s eastern European foes, while the
tirpan staff-weapon suggests Italian influence.

D2: Kesic1 Silahkarda Miisellah Janissary
archer, carly 16th century

Janissary assault squads also included archers, per-
haps because muskets took so long to reload. This
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man’s kit includes elements that later dropped out of
use or changed. For example, his Bark cap is lower
than was seen later and his dolama jacket has embroi-
dery around the shoulders. The soldier also carries a
crude wooden siege mantlet, as shown in several
manuscript illustrations.

D3: Yanici Silahkarda Miisellah Janissary
musketeer, carly 16th century

The third clement in a Janissary assault unit con-
sisted of musketeers. Here they are carrrying the
massive ‘trench-gun’ so feared by the Ottomans’
enemies. The engraved brass band and empty
plume-holder suggest that he was a member of an
elite or palace-based Orta. In addition to a bullet-
pouch, powder-horn, priming-flask, small axe and
long knife, he carries a straight-bladed sword with a
sabre-hilt, perhaps a gaddara or a pala.

Plate E: Janissary junior officers

El: Serdengect: Aga commander of an assault

unit, 18th century

In common with elite forces in all armies, the
Serdengecti or *head-riskers’ seem to have worn more
extravagant uniforms than ordinary soldiers. As a
senior officer this man also has a rakish turban rather
than an ordinary Janissary Bdirk, while various parts
of his costume are embroidered and fur-trimmed.
His polished brass belt is of an elaborate type, and the
metallic hoops around his legs may be decorations
attached to garters. The officer also carries a horse-
hair 7Tug — the banner of his unit or Orza.

E2: Bayraktar Subayi standard bearer of 39th
Orta, 16th century

A tall Uskiif cap was the badge of commissioned
officers in the Janissary Ocak. Here it is worn without
the huge plumes worn on parade. The dolama coat
has false slecves, the wearer’s arms coming through
slits in front of the armpits. This officer carries a
Bayrak or banner bearing the double-bladed Dhu al
Faggar or ‘Sword of Ali’, a device adopted by several
Janissary units.

E3: Besinci Karakulluk¢u NCO, 18th century
The  Beginei  Karakullukeu the  scnior
Karakulluk¢u ‘scullion” NCO 1n a Janissary unit. By
the 18th century many troops no longer wore proper
Janissary Bark hats but sported flamboyant turbans,
as well as impractical extensions to their fur-lined
jackets, suggesting that they were no longer fighting
soldiers. They still carried swords or daggers, gener-
ally of the yatagan type shown here. The massive
long-bladed axe with a thrusting point was, however,
still a common infantry weapon.

was

Plate F: Janissary officers

F1: Usta officer, 17th—18th centurics

Janissary officer uniform was often elaborate, and the
fact that captured examples are found in central
European museums suggests that such dress was
worn on campaign. In addition to his ordinary
Janissary Birk hat with its plume, this Usta or
‘master” has the tooled and stained leather coat asso-
ciated with his status. It probably developed from a

The fortress known as Ak
Kirman in Turkish,
Bilgorod Dnistrovskiy in
Ukrainian, and Cetatea
Alba in Rumanian; all
mean ‘White Castle’, The
oldest parts date from the
14th—15th centuries and
were built by the Genoese
or Moldavians, the outer
walls being erected by the
Moldavians and Ottomans
in the 15th-17th centuries.
It was one of the strongest
Ottoman military bases
north of the Black Sea.
(Odessa Archaeological
Museum, Ukraine)



leather tunic worn by cooks and could reflect the
culinary origins of many Janissary ranks. Beneath the
coat 1s a decorated leather apron with a brass fringe.

I2: Bas¢avus officer of third rank, 16th—18th
centuries *

As a more senior officer, the Bagcavuy wears an even
more elaborate uniform, including a huge feather
plume thrust into the front of his strangely folded
Uskiif hat. His coat has false sleeves that are so long
they are crossed behind his back and then tossed over
his shoulders. The almost transparent shirt that

hangs beneath his kafian was reserved for officers of

elite units or for those who served close to the Sultan.

F3: Kethiida Bey officer

The Birk Janissary cap of this officer is turned to the
side and pinned in place with a plume-holder that
might be a ¢elenk gallantry medal. He wears a fur-
trimmed fennure, a garment originally associated with
dervishes, and beneath it a coat with puffed sleeves (a
fashion that became increasingly popular in the pe-
riod) and a long cotton gamlek shirt. As a senior
officer serving in the Palace, he is also entitled to
wear yellow rather than red shoes.

Plate G: Commanding officers

G1I: Yeniceri Agasi Commander of the
Janissary Corps

The official costume of the Yeniceri Agasi was sim-
pler than that of some lesser officers, though his
clothes would have been of the finest fabric. He was
distinguished by an abundance of expensive fur, a
large turban and highly decorated weapons, some
here being held by an assistant. The gilded and
cnamelled mace is a symbolic weapon indicating the
Aga’s rank, and the elaborate cicik, the breast-shaped
gilded copper helmet, would have given little real
protection.

G2: Orta Kethiidasi Janissary officer

Whether the two plumes in this officer’s hat indicate
rank or gallantry 1s unknown. His uniform is similar
to that of a number of middle-ranking staff officers,
and includes very long, false sleeves, which are
crossed behind his back. The close similarity among
uniforms suggests that headgear was the most impor-
tant indication of status and role; perhaps also that

like Istanbul. Here
Janissaries form a cordon
around the kind of
traditional Turkish
entertainers that were
famous as far afield as
Italy and Russia. (Ms.
Ahmet 3593, f.84a, Topkapi
Lib., Istanbul)

YJugglers and acrobats in
the Ok Meydan’, from the
Surname-i Vehbi of
c.1720-30. By the 18th
century the Janissary Ocak
had declined from its
earlier military prowess
but was still used to police
the streets of major cities

some ranks were the same in seniority but differed in
function.

G3: Haseki Agasit Commander of the Sultan’s
infantry guard, 18th century

This figure again indicates how Janissary uniforms
became more elaborate as the fighting capability of
the Janissary Ocak declined. An interesting — and
perhaps new — fashion was the flat-topped fes or ‘fez’,
with a dark tassle on top. This was of Byzantine
Greek rather than Turkish origin, and was to become
the uniform hat of the Ottoman army during the 19th
century. In addition to a leather briefcase for official
papers and a decorated leather water-bottle, this
senior officer is armed with a dagger, a yatagan sword
and a Turkish flintlock musket.
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Plate H: Religious support

HI: Orta Imam battalion chaplain

Religious support in the Janissary Ocak was more like
that seen in the Protestant north rather than the
Catholic south of Furope because of its simplicity
and lack of pomp. This was reflected in the plain
uniform worn by the senior Ocak Imam and his staff
of Orta Imams. Only the fmam’s simple green Kiilih
hat, with its small, neat turban, and perhaps his beard
indicated his religious role. The Muslim Holy Book,
or Qur'an, was kept dust-free in a cloth bag and
carried in the leather satchel.

Axes and pole-arms: (A-C)
Battle-axes with iron
hafts, probably from the
17th—18th cenruries. Such
weapons were used on foot
and on horseback. These

&

were given to the Bektasi
dervishes as religious
offerings. (Bektagi
Museum, village of Haci
Bectas near Kirsehir). (D—
E) Various infantry pole-
arms as used by
Janissaries and other
Turkish infantry (Bektasi
Museum, village of Haci
Belktag near Kirsehir). (F)
Ottoman version of the
Italian infantry roncone,
made in the 16th century
by Muhammad Nez’hi.
(Askeri Miize, inv. 490,
Istanbul). (G-I) Battle axes
of the 16th—-18th centuries.
(Askeri Miize, Istanbul)
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H2: Bektasi dervish

[f the spiritual support offered by orthodox Imams
was too intellectual for ordinary soldiers, they could
turn to Bektagi dervishes, who had close links with
the Janissary Ocak. Their religion was of a much
more mystical, sometimes ‘homespun’ and relaxed
type. Compared to the stark and puritanical uniform
of the official Imam, this Bektagi has almost all the
symbolic objects associated with his sect: a vest cut in
a woman’s style; a buffalo horn on a leather strap; a
plaited leather horse-halter around his waist beneath
his sash; a rosary of 100 wooden beads; a teslim tasi or
‘surrender stone’ of white alabaster, with 12 grooves
and 12 points; a girdle of white wool; and an axe
decorated with a Qur’anic verse and a religious poem.

H3: Kulluk of the Ellialt1 Neferi, patrolman of
56th Orta, 18th century

The Janissary Corps always had a public-order role
in Istanbul, but in later vears some units operated as
little more than a local police force. The Ellialt or
>6th Orta, for example, were responsible for the
‘Produce and Fruit Pier’ where fresh food was
brought to the capital. Though he still has a Yatagan
sword, this man’s heavy truncheon was probably
more useful for such duties.

Plate I: Mehter military band

I1: Mehterbasi Aga conductor

The uniforms of the Mehterhane military band dif-
fered from those of Furopean military bands in one
important feature: whercas Western armies made
their bandsmen look magnificent, the Turks did the
opposite, giving musicians plain uniforms. Even the
conductor shown here has a coat of simple shape
(though of magnificent fabric). His Kiilih hat is red,
like that of lecaders of instrumental sections. The
cevgdn with which he keeps time is a more elaborate
version of that used by some NCOs. Larger gevedns
would later be adopted by various central European
armies, where they were known as ‘jingling Johnnies’.

‘Wrestlers’; Ottoman
miniatures album, c. 1650~
85. Apart from being a
military exercise,
wrestling was the most
popular spectator sport in
the Ottoman Empire. It
was watched by both men
and women, though the

two groups were kept
strictly separated. This
picture also shows the
typical Ottoman haircut,
in which the entire head
was shaved except for a
small tuft on top. (Private
collection)

|

include interesting and
humorous details rarely
found in more serious
Ottoman miniature
painting. This shop sells
swords, daggers, archery
equipment, maces and
clothes. (Private collection)

‘Weapons bazaar in
Istanbul’; Ottoman
miniatures album, c. 1650-
85. Such albums showing
Ortoman life and costume
were made for European
visitors, Their artistic
quality is low but they

12: Zurnazen clarinet player

Of all the instruments used by the Mehierhane, the
zurna or oriental clarinet gave the most distinctive
sound. It was made of plum or apricot wood and was
basically the same as a medieval European chalumeau.
The Zurnazen himself wears a plain ciibbe coat, baggy
salvar trousers, a broad go/ cummerbund and the blue
hat of an ordinary musician.

I3: Mehter Agasi of Készen, leader of kettle-
drum section

As an Aga or leader of a musical section, this kettle-
drummer has a red hat. The only other distinctive
features are the riding boots, worn because he is a
member of a mounted band. Kis (massive kettle-




Interior of a large and
highly decorated late 17th
century Qttoman tent as
used by senior
commanders on
campaign. (Askeri Miize,
Istanbul). Detail of the
Janissary lantern hanging
in the tent. Its paper
covering is painted with

the emblem of the 4th
Orta of the Bostanc
Boliik. (Askeri Miize,
Istanbul)

drums) had been used to inspire Islamic armies and
terrify their enemies for a thousand years, and it was
common for them to be mounted on camels so that
they could accompany an army into battle.

Plate J: Support personnel

Plate J1: As¢r cook

To describe an Ager or ‘cook’ as support personnel
could be misleading as the term referred to a
Janissary junior officer or NCO. It was, however,
rooted in the Janissary Ocak’s early history. On
parade the Ag¢is carried an Orza’s most prized symbol
—its Kazan or great cooking pot. The uniform of this
Asgr suggests that he dates from the 18th century. His
short jacket is of the mintan type, worn over a yelek
waistcoat tucked into exceptionally baggy trousers,
the lower parts of which are secured by fabric garters.

J2: Orta Sakasi battalion water-carrier

Several illustrations show Saka water-carriers wear-
ing thick leather jackets that are shorter than those
worn by an Usta. The almost ‘winged’ leather collar
may have served as shoulder pads for carrying heavy
weights such as a large leather water-bottle. The
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object resembling a camel-whip might have kept
thirsty soldiers at bay. This man also has the symbol
and number of the 15th Cemaat Orta tattooed on his
arm.

J3: Bostanct Asgist ‘cook’, junior officer of a
Bostanci battalion

One detail of this uniform that distinguished the
Baostaner division was a bag-like red Barata cap,
though this was also worn by some Palace servants.
The fact that a Bostanct Agcist was sometimes shown
with a cloth over his shoulder and several bags in his
hand suggests that he was still involved in cooking
the unit’s meal, if only in a supervisory role.

J4: Woman from Mitilini, 16th century

The female costume of arcas such as the Aegean
islands retained several pre-Ottoman features. The
overall cut of this woman’s dress recalls that of
Renaissance Italy, but the peak on her hat, designed
to avoid a peasant-like tan, was adopted by upper-
class ladies in many parts of the Ottorhan Empire.

Plate K: The Bostanci Corps

Plate K1: Bostanci Binbasi, 18th century

The basic Bostancr uniform was red, the Bmbag’s
status being shown by the fullness of his coat, its long
sleeves and the thickly embroidered, gold ‘frogging’



The Qala’at al Hasa fort,
built in 1757-74 to protect
the strategic military road
across the Jordanian desert
from Damascus to Aqaba
on the Red Sea. Like
carlier Ottoman
fortifications, it was
strictly functional. The
entrance to the Qala’at al
Hasa was, however,
decorated with a series of
simple pictures of ships in
a style similar to those on
carlv medieval Egvptian
paper ‘good luck charms’.
(author’s photograph)

down the front. The large trench-mortar that these
officers are studying was among several extraordi-
nary weapons used successfully by Ottoman infantry
in siege warfare. It threw grenades, and was cocked
and then fired by pulling two separate cords.

K2: Bostanct Neter soldier of the 3rd rank,

17th century

This Bostanci Nefer or ordinary soldier may have the
clothes a soldier wore when working, rather than
when on parade or in active service. T1e has removed
his tall padded barata hat but retains his takke skull-
cap. The shoulders of his sleeveless front-opening

‘Punishing a man found
drunk in public’; Ottoman
minmiatures album, ¢.1650—
85. Janissary units
included men and officers
specifically responsible for
punishing offenders. One
of the most common
forms of punishment was
the falaka, a supple wand
used to beat the soles of a
convicted man’s feet.
(Private collection)

tennure have black horse-hair tassels, the significance
of which 1s unknown. The outer yellow sash shows
him to be a soldier of the 3rd grade, while the tattoo
on his arm 1s that of the 8th Bdliik Oria, perhaps
originally a naval or harbour-guard unit.

K3: Bostanci Kethiidasi officer

This Kethiida, a senior battalion officer of a Bostanc
Béliik, has a Kiildh hat and turban similar to that
worn by the Mefiterhane band. The double-breasted
wrap-over kafian beneath his coat is old-fashioned,
and the broad-sleeved ciibbe worn over it is also very
traditional. His yellow boots show him to belong to

g
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recruit’s early training
and by the singers in an
Ottoman Mehterhane or
military band. (Askeri
Miize, Istanbul)

An Ottoman officer’s
cevgen, a staff with
horsehair tassels and a
_series of small bells. It was
used to keep time during a

an elite unit. The sabre’s scabbard has three suspen-
sion rings, enabling it to be hung vertically while on
foot or at an angle while riding. The flintlock musket
is of a distinctly Turkish form, developed from an
earlier matchlock arquebus of similar shape.

Plate L: Other infantry forces

Plate L1: Levent, late 16th century

The precise uniform of the Levent corps has not been
identified — perhaps the corps never had one. On the
other hand, certain features do seem to have been
associated with Levents in various Ottoman manu-
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scripts. The most obvious was an extraordinary form
of cap on which the brim is cut into four flaps. These
were also worn by artillervmen and people of Balkan
origin, though having the two front flaps tied up
behind a turban is associated with infantry soldiers.
Otherwise, this individual’s clothes are typical of the
Balkan provinces of the Ottoman Empire, while his
musket and frpan glaive are specifically Turkish,

L.2: Azap, 16th—17th centuries

The Azaps did have a uniform, though less is known
about it than about Janissary dress. They wore small,
tightly wound turbans and the same type of dolama
coat as the Janissaries. Some manuscripts suggest
that 4zaps wore green coats, so there was probably
variation in colour. Once again, this soldier’s weap-
onry reflects the military influences felt in the Otto-
man Empire: his feber axe 1s similar to those used in
western Mediterranean countries; his shield is dis-
tinctly Balkan or eastern European; while his yagka or
guardless sabre comes from the Caucasus.

L.3: Sekbanbasi officer of the Sekban corps
This battalion officer of the Sekban corps wears
another type of thick leather coat with wing-like
collars. It too is decorated with metallic additions.
The fearsome kamgr whip thrust into his belt may
have been used to control undisciplined troops, but is
more likely to have been a symbolic relic from the
days when Sekbans really were ‘keepers of the Sul-
tan’s hunting dogs’, and as such would be a mark of
office.
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Notes sur les planches en couleur

Al Nous ne possédons aucune illustration turque des Janissaires au 14éme siécle,
Cette figure s'est inspirée des dcscriptiuns ¢erites. Equipé comme un archer
d’infanterie, il porte un ‘casque-turban’ allongé et un haubert en maille sous son
manteau. A2 Le costume militaire de la fin de I'époque byzantine ne comportait
aucun élément romain. Cette reconstitution s’ 1n\p|rL de fresques des Balkans et
d’un coffre italien peint. A3 Cette figure s'inspire d'un mélange d’illustrations
turco-iranicnnes ¢t de descriptions écrites. Son costume de hasc est celui d'un
nomade du 14éme-15¢me sicele.

BI Jeune recrue des Janissaires. B2 Professeur de grande ancienneté, dans un
uniforme bien reconnaissable. Au licu d’armes, il porte un plumier et un encrier
enfoncés dans sa ceinture. B3 Cette illustration dcpum un jeune éléve durant ses
heures de détente. Son uniforme était trés similaire a celui d’un Janissaire ordinaire.

C1 Ce jeune homme est un éléve Janissaire, qui porte un uniforme de détente et un
chapeau conique incling vers Pavant. I porte un mousquet et son matéricl attachés i
sa ceinture. C2 on reconnaissait les officiers principalement @ leur couvre-chef,
I.’abjet le plus reconnaissable est la chaine de petites cloches sur un baton, utilisée
pour marquer le pas et comme marque d’office. C3 Cet officier était responsable du
maintien de Pordre et de la punition des malfaiteurs. I1 porte deux bastinados de
poids différends dans un grand conteneur.

D1 Ce Janissaire porte une armure compléte et faisait sans doute partic d’un corps
d'élite utilisé comme troupes d'assaut. Notez son casque trés décoratif et son
armure souple en mailles et plaques. D2 Tes équipes d'assaut des Janissaires
comportaient ¢galement des archers. Ce soldat porte également un rudimentaire
mantelet de si¢ge en bois. D3 Le troisieme élément dans une unité d’assaut de

Farbtafeln

Al Aus dem 14, Jahrhundert sind keine tiirkischen Abbildungen von Janitscharen
aberliefert. Diese Pigur wurde schriftlichen Aufzeichnungen nachempfunden. Er
ist als Bogenschiitze der Infanterie ausgestattet und trigt cinen geriischien
“Turbanhelm™ sowie einen Panzerschurz unter seinem Waffenrock. A2 Die
spatbyzantinische  Militarbekleidung zeigt keinerlei rimische Einfliisse. Diese
Rekonstruktion beruht auf Wandmalercien aus dem Balkan und emer bemalten
italienischen Truhe. A3 Diese IYigur basiert auf einer Kombination von tirkisch-
iranischen Manuskriptillustrationen und  schriftlichen  Aufzeichnungen. Seine
Grundbekleidung  entspricht der eines  tirkischen Nomaden aus dem 14,
beziechungsweise 15. Jahrhundert.

B1 Diese Abbildung zeigt ¢inen jungen Rekruten der Janitscharen. B2 Hier sicht
man e¢inen dienstilteren Lehrer in der charakteristischen Uniform. Anstelle von
Waffen hat er ¢in kombiniertes Schreibmiippchen mit Tintenfal3 bei sich, das in
seinem Giirrel steckr. B3 Diese Abbildung zeigt cinen jungen Auszubildenden
auber Dienst. Seine Uniform entspricht in groben Zugen der eines gemeinen
Soldaten der Janitscharen.

C1 Bei diesem jungen Mann handelt ¢s sich um ¢inen Janitscharen-Lehrling, der
die Kleidung fiir auller Dienst trigr sowie einen noch vorne geschobenen kegel-
formigen Hut. Er hat die Musketier-Ausriistung bei sich, die an seiner Scharpe
befestigt ist. €2 Die unterschicdlichen Riinge der Offiziere waren hauptsichlich
durch die Kopfbedeckung ersichtlich. Ins Auge sticht die Gliockehenkette an einem
Stab, die sowohl dazu diente, beim Marschieren das Tempo vorzugeben als auch als
Rangmerkmal. €3 Dieser Offizier war fiir die Aufrechterhaltung der Ordnung und
die Bestrafung von Missctatern verantwortlich. Er hat zwei Bastonaden unter-
schiedlichen Gewichrs in einem grofien Behalter bei sich.
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Janissaires était les mousquetaires. On en voit un ici portant un énorme ‘canon de
tranchées’ tant redouté par les ennemis ottomans.

E1 Ce jeune officier porte un turban élancé et diverses parties de son costume sont
brodées et bordées de fourrure. Il porte la banniére de crin de son unité. E2 Le
porte-étendard dépeint ici porte un képi hau, ici sans les énormes panaches portés
lors des parades. E3 Au 18¢me siécle, de nombreuses troupes ne portaient plus les
chapeaux propres aux Janissaires mais des turbans trés colorés. L'énorme hache 4
longue lame munie d’une pointe de lance restait une arme commune de Iinfanterie.

F1 En plus de ce chapeau ordinaire de Janissaire avec son panache, cet officier porte
le manteau de cuir travaillé et teint associé avec son rang. F2 Cet officier de plus
haut rang porte un uniforme encore plus travaillé, avec un énorme panache de
plumes enfoncé dans son couvre-chef curicusement plié. F3 Le couvre-chef de
Janissaire de cet officier est porté de ¢té et maintenu en place par une broche qui
pourrait étre une médaille de braveure, En tant qu'officier de haut rang, il est
également habilité i porter des chaussures jaunes plutit que rouges.

G1 Commandant du Corps de Janissaires. Ses vétements sont en tissu de la plus
grande qualité et se distinguent par une abondance de fourrure codteuse. Ses armes
sont richement décorées, certaines sont portées par un assistant. G2 On ne sait pas
si les deux panaches du couvre-chef de cet officier indiquent son rang ou sa
bravoure. La grande similarité des deux uniformes suggérent que le couvre-chef
était Pindication la plus importante du rang et du role. G3 Cette figure montre
encore une fois comment les uniformes des Janissaires devinrent plus compliqués
lorsque le réle combattant de ce corps diminua. Une mode intéressante (et peut-¢tre
nouvelle) est le “fez’, qui devint le couvre-chef de 'uniforme de I'armée ottomane
au 19éme siecle.

H1 Cet auménier de bataillon porte un simple uniforme. Seul le couvre-chef vert,
avee son petit turban, et peut-€étre sa barbe, indiquent son role religieux. H2 Sile
soutien spirituel orthodoxe offert était trop intellectuel pour les soldats ordinaires,
ils pouvaient se tourner vers les derviches, qui avaient d’étroits rapports avec les
Janissaires, H3 le Corps des Janissaires remplissait toujours un role de maintien de
Tordre public 4 Istaboul. Notez la lourde matraque, utile pour ce travail.

11 L'uniforme de orchestre militaire était assez simple, le contraire des armées
occidentales. Méme le chef d’orchestre, dépeint ici, porte un manteau de forme
simple (mais d'une étoffe magnifique). 12 Parmi tous les instruments utilisés par
T'orchestre, la clarinette orientale avait le son le plus reconnaissable. 13 D’énormes
tambours avaient été utilisés pour donner courage aux armées islamiques depuis
mille ans et ils étaient souvent montés sur des chameaux pour pouvoir accompagner
les armées sur le champ de bataille.

J1 L'uniforme de ce cuisinier suggére qu’il remonte au 18¢me si¢cle. Durant les
parades, I'énorme chaudron était le symbole le plus prisé dune unité. ]2 Ce porteur
d’eau porte une épaisse veste de cuir avec un grand col qui était peut-étre utilisé
comme épaulettes lorsqu'il transportait sa lourde charge. J3 Ce jeune officier
participait peut-étre encore  la préparation des repas de I'unité, méme si c’était en
qualité de superviseur. J4 Le costume féminin de régions telles que les iles Egéc
conservait plusieurs caractéristiques pré-ottomanes.

K1 Notez I'uniforme entiérement rouge, I'ampleur du manteau et les brandebourgs
d’or richement brodés tout au long du devant de ce costume d’officier. K2 1l se peut
que ce simple soldat porte les vétements d’un soldat au travail plutot que 'uniforme
de parade ou de combat. K3 Ce haut officier de bataillon appartient 3 une unité
d’élite. Il examine un gros mortier de tranchées qui langait des grenades.

L1 L'uniforme illustré ici suggére fortement des influences des Balkans alors que
son mousquet et son glaive sont spécifiquement turcs. 1.2 Les armes de ce soldat
reflétent les influences al'oeuvre dans I'Empire Ottoman. Certains manuscrits
suggerent des manteaux verts mais il y avait sans doute des variations de couleur. L3
Cet officier de bataillon porte un autre type d’épais manteau de cuir avec un grand
col et décoré d’éléments métalliques. Son fouet impressionnant était peut-étre
utilisé pour contrdler les troupes indisciplinées mais il est plus probable qu'il
s'agisse d’une relique symbolique.

64

D1 Dieser Janitschar tritt in kompletter Riistung auf und gehirt wahrscheinlich
ciner Elitetruppe an, die als Angriffskorps diente. Man beachte seinen duBerst
schmiickenden Helm und den biegsamen Ketten- und Schildpanzer. D2 Zu den
Angriffstruppen der Janitscharen zihlten auch Bogenschiitzen, Dieser Soldat trigt
einen simplen, holzernen Belagerungsschutzschild bei sich. D3 Das dritte Element
ciner Angriffstruppe der Janitscharen waren die Musketiere. Auf dieser Abbildung
ist einer von ihnen mit emem riesigen “Granatengewehr” abgebildet, das von den
Feinden der Osmanen sehr gefiirchtet wurde.

El Dieser rangniedrige Offizier trigt einen kessen Turban, und verschiedene Teile
seiner Bekleidung sind bestickt und mit Pelz besetzt. Er tragt das RoBBhaar-Banner
seiner Einheit. E2 Der hier abgebildete Standartentriger trigt eine Miitze ohne den
tippigen Federbusch, der bei Paraden aufgesetzt wurde. E3 Im 18. Jahrhundert
trugen viele Truppen nicht mehr den eigentlichen Janitscharen-Hut, sondern
neigten zu auffilligen Turbanen. Die gewaltige, langklingige Axt mit einer
StoBspitze blieb weiterhin eine gangige Infanteriewaffe.

F1 Zusitzlich zu seinem gewdhnlichen Janitscharen-Hut mit Federbusch ist dieser
Offizier mit dem Mantel aus gegerbtem und gefirbtem Leder bekleidet, der seinem
Rang zukommt. F2 Dieser hohere Offizier tragt eine noch aufwendigere Uniform,
einschlieBlich eines riesigen Federbuschs, der in den merkwiirdig gefalteten Hut
gesteckt ist. F3 Die Janitscharen-Miitze dieses Offiziers ist seitwirts aufgesteckt
und mit einem Federbuschhalter befestigt, bei dem es sich unter Umstinden um
eine Tapferkeitsmedaille handelt. Als hoherer Offizier ist er auch berechtigt, gelbe
anstatt der roten Schuhe zu tragen.

G1 Dieses Bild zeigt den Befehlshaber des Janitscharenkorps. Seine Kleider sind
aus feinstem Tuch und zeichnen sich durch aufwendigen Besatz aus teurem Pelz
aus. Seine Waffen sind tippig verziert, und hier werden einige von einem Diener
getragen. G2 Ob die beiden Federbiische auf dem Hut dieses Offiziers seinen Rang
oder Tapferkeit bezeichnen, ist nicht bekannt. Die auffallende Ahnlichkeit der
Uniformen legt nahe, daBl der Rang und die Funktion in erster Linie durch
unterschiedliche Kopfbedeckungen angezeigt wurde. G3 Diese Figur macht erneut
deutlich, in welchem MaBe die Uniformen der Janitscharen immer kunstvoller
wurden, je mehr die kimpferische Leistung des Korps’ nachlieB, Eine interessante
- und vielleicht neue - Mode zeigt den “Fes”, der im Verlauf des 19. Jahrhunderts
zum Uniformhut der osmanischen Armee wurde.

H1 Dieser Bataillonsgeistliche trigt eine einfache, einfarbige Uniform. Lediglich
der griine Hut mit dem kleinen, unauffalligen Turban, und vielleicht sein Hart
deuten auf seine religiose Funktion hin. H2 Falls der orthodoxe geistliche
Zuspruch fiir die gemeinen Soldaten zu hochtrabend war, so konnten sic sich an die
Derwische wenden, die dem Janitscharenkorps eng verbunden waren. H3 Dem
Janitscharenkorps fiel in Istanbul stets die Rolle zu, fiir offentliche Ordnung zu
sorgen. Man beachte den schweren Schlagstock, der sich bei solchen Aufgaben als
recht niitzlich erwies.

11 Die Uniformen der Militirkapelle waren im Gegensatz zu denen der westlichen
Armeen cher unauffillig. Selbst der hier abgebildete Dirigent trigt einen Rock
einfacher Machart (wenn auch aus bestem Tuch). 12 Von all den Instrumenten, die
die Kapelle einsetzte, erzeugte die orientalische Klarinette den eigentiimlichsten
Klang. 13 Riesige Kesselpauken waren seit tausend Jahren eingesetzt worden, um
islamische Armeen anzufeuern, und es war gang und gibe, sic auf Kamelen
festzuschnallen, so daB sie mit der Armee in die Schlachr zichen konnten.

J1 Die Uniform dieses Kochs legt nahe, dal er im 18. Jahrhundert anzusiedeln ist.
Bei der Parade stellte der groBe Kochtopf das hoch geschiitzte Symbol ciner Einheit
dar. J2 Dieser Wassertriger trigt ecine dicke Lederjacke mit einem
“Klappenkragen”, der unter Umstinden beim Tragen der schweren Wasserflasche
als Schulterpolster diente. J3 Dieser rangniedrige Offizier war unter Umstinden
noch mit der Zubereitung der Mahlzeiten fiir die Einheit betraut, sei es auch in
einer rein iiberwachenden Funktion. J4 Dic Kleidung der Frauen in Gebieten wie
etwa den Agiischen Inseln wics mehrere Merkmale aus der priosmanischen Zeit
auf.

K1 Man beachte die einfarbig rote Uniform, den weiten Schnitt des Waffenrocks
und den reich bestickten, goldfarbenen “Schnurbesatz” an der Vorderseite der
Bekleidung dieses Offiziers. K2 Dieser gemeine Soldat trigt unter Umstanden die
Arbeitskleidung eines Soldaten und nicht die, die bei Paraden oder im aktiven
Dienst angelegt wurde. K3 Dieser hohere Bataillonsoffizier gehort zu einer
Eliteeinheit. Er ist dabei, einen groBen Granatwerfer zu tiberpriifen.

L1 Die hier abgebildete Uniform verweist deutlich auf einen balkanischen Einfluf3,
wihrend die Muskete und das Breitschwert eindeutig tiirkischer Herkunft sind. L2
Die Waffen dieses Soldaten spiegeln die Einfliisse, die im osmanischen Reich
spiirbar wurden. In cinigen Manuskripten tauchen griine Waffenrocke auf, doch
war dic Farbgebung wahrscheinlich unterschiedlich. L3 Dieser Bataillonsoffizier
triigt eine andersartige, dicke Lederjacke mit klappenartigem Kragen, die mit
Metallzugaben verziert ist. Seine furchwinfloBende Peitsche kénnte zur
Disziplinierung der Truppen gedient haben, doch ist es wahrscheinlicher, daB es

sich dabei um ein symbolisches Uberbleibsel handelt. "
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