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THE TEXAS RANGERS

THE EARLY
YEARS, 1823-1839

During the first two decades of the 19th century the
province of Texas frustrated the harried officials of
New Spain. The vastness of the region made it
difficult to establish a cordon of forts, and the
mounted Plains Indians raided almost at will. The
worst of these were the Comanches, the ‘Lords of the
South Plains’— the appellation was deserved. Dem-
onstrating astonishing horsemanship, Comanches
swept down from their camps west of the Balcones
Escarpment to steal mounts, kill men, and kidnap
women and children. Emboldened by their successes
in Texas, Comanches had begun to raid far into the
Mexican interior.

In 1821 Mexicans achieved their independence
from Spain, but changing governments in Mexico
City made little difference to life in Texas. There
Indians continued to make life for the thinly spread
Hispanic settlers of Texas— f¢janos—a constant
gamble. Mexican officials realized that they first had
to populate Texas if they were to combat the Indian
threat. Few Mexicans, however, could be induced to
move to a region generally regarded as the despoblado,
the unoccupied land. "

Moses Austin, a former Spanish subject in upper
Louisiana, proposed what appeared to be a workable
solution: colonizing the area with Americans who
would become Spanish citizens. In 1821 officials
approved a grant permitting him to distribute 20,000
acres among 300 families. Austin’s death coincided
with the end of Spanish rule, but Stephen F. Austin
continued his father’s work. Soon other American
empresarios founded additional colonies along the
fertile banks of the Brazos River and in the pine forest
of East Texas

At first the union was a productive one. Te¢janos
were happy to gain allies in their war against
marauding Indians, For their part the American

Stephen I, Austin;
engraving by Charles
K. Burt, c.1824. (Texas
Memorial Museum,
Austin, Texas)

immigrants, go per cent of whom came from South-
ern states, were grateful for free land, no taxes, a
liberal constitution modelled after their own, and a
dispensation to retain their slaves even though
Mexico had already abolished the practice. The
fiercely independent Southerners, however, had no
intention of melting mmto Mexican society. Proud
products of Jacksonian Democracy, these sturdy
‘crackers’ were ruthless in thetr ambition, cocksure
that they were any man’s equal, and eager to fight if
that supposition were questioned.

Southerners brought the trappings of their culture
with them, not the least important of which was a
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ranger tradition. During the 16oos the term ranger
had been used in Scotland to describe armed men
who ‘ranged’ a tract of countryside against the raids
of enemy clans. The practice migrated to the Amer-
ican colonies where as early as 1739 James Ogle-
thorpe raised a Georgia unit called the Troop of
IHighland Rangers. After the Jacobite defeat at
Culloden in 1746 thousands of Scots emigrated to
North America, and many settled in Southern states
where Celtic folkways had already taken root. Later
the name ranger was applied to the gunmen whom
the settlers hired to patrol the woods against Indians
and white criminals. In times of crisis the militiamen
would muster, but more often than not they would
look to the local ranger to organize and lead them—he
was the professional.

When Anglo-Celtic immigrants first settled in
Texas the Karankawas and Tonkawas proved more
of a nuisance than the horse-borne Plains Indians.
‘Kronks’ and ‘Tonks’, as American settlers came to
call them, were more often petty thieves than deadly
warriors. Foven so, as carly as 1823 empresarto Stephen
F. Austin employed ten men to act as rangers and
apparently paid them out of his own pocket. Later
Austin led a 20-man expedition against a band of
Tonkawas who had stolen horses. When Austin’s
rangers overtook the raiding party they retrieved the

horses, lashed the braves, and admonished the chief
that future horse thieves would be summarily shot.

In 1826 a band of Tawakonis infiltrated Austin’s
colony in pursuit of their traditional tribal enemies,
the Tonkawas. They did not hesitate, however, to
acquire American horses when the opportunity arose.
James J. Ross, leading 31 militiamen, attacked 16
Indians, killing eight and wounding five. In the face
of a growing Indian menace Austin planned a
campaign against the Tawakonis and their equally
war-like neighbours the Wacos. He advocated em-
ploying the friendly Cherokees, Shawnees, and
Delawares as allies; but the Mexican commandant,
mistrustful of such an alliance, forbade it. Austin and
his settlers were ordered to delay any punitive
campaign until regular army troops could be sum-
moned from the interior.

While the Mexican commandant worked through
official channels, Indians continued to steal horses
and occasionally to kill settlers. Austin responded in a
typically American manner; he called a conference of
the representatives of the six militia districts to devise
a system of defence, and together they clected to keep
a permanent force of 20 to 3o rangers. According to
the agreement cach landowner was to serve or
provide a substitute for one month for every half-
lcaguc of land that he owned. Records do not reveal,
however, whether this force ever became operational.

From the beginning the rangers were irregulars.
Fach man was expected to be well mounted and well
armed from his own resources. Openly disdainful of
military discipline, these wilful volunteers would
have been offended had they been mistaken for
regulars. This was unlikely: rangers fought under no
flag, wore no uniform, and in practice observed no
prescribed length of service. One would even have to
stretch the definition of the term to call them militia,
for militia mustered at regular intervals for drill.
Except for the paid captains the troopers responded
only in times of crisis, and took their leave the instant
they deemed the threat to be over.

The first organized companies
=
The organization was formalized to some degree

Stephen F. Austin’s
thintlock pistols. These are
typical of those used by
Texas Rangers during the

Mexican Republic period
(Texas Memorial Museum,
lusein, Tevas)



The brass buttplate on this
double-barrelled flintlock
pistol identifies it as
having belonged to a
member of ‘Ranging
Company, number 3' from
San Felipe de Austin.
(Author’s collection,
courtesy Douglas Kubicek)

during the Texas Revolution of 1835-1836. The
causes of the revolt need not be detailed here, but it is
noteworthy that American colonists— “Texian’ was
the term they now preferred — were too independent,
headstrong, and contemptuous of the centralist
policies of dictator Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna to
live amicably under Mexican rule. (FFor a closer
examination see Philip Haythornthwaite, The Alamo
and the Texas War for Independence, Osprey MAA
173.)

On 24 November 1835 the interim Texas govern-

ment approved an ordinance providing for a corps of

mounted gunmen. This unit was to be better organ-
ized than the makeshift posses that had gone before.
On that date the general council, the interim rebel
government, established a corps of Texas Rangers. It
authorized three companies of 56 men, each to be
headed by a captain aided by first and second

licutenants. A major would direct the operations of

the companies and would report directly to the
commander-in-chief. Gone were the informal enlist-
ments of the past: privates signed on for one full year

and would earn 81.25 per day for ‘pay, rations,
clothing, and horse service’. It was stipulated that
cach ranger was to stand ready with a good horse,
saddle, bridle, and blanket, as well as 100 rounds of
powder and ball.

On the night of 28 November Isaac W. Burton,
William H. Arrinton, and John J. Tumlinson were
clected to captain the new companies. Delegates
nominated R. M. Williamson and James Kerr for
major; Williamson, a Georgia native and prominent
attorney, won the post.

Despite appearances, Robert McAlpin Williamson
was a fortunate choice. At the age of 15 polio confined
him to his bed for two years and caused his right leg to
permanently bend at the knee. The wooden leg that
he wore from the knee to the ground resulted in his
nickname “Three-Legged Willie’. The young man
was determined that his affliction would not prevent
him from leading an active life. He studied law during
his illness and was admitted to the Georgia bar at the
age of nineteen. In 1826 he migrated to Texas, where
his firebrand editorials against the Mexican govern-
ment carned him a reputation as the ‘Patrick Henry of
the Texas Revolution’. They also caused the Mexican
politicians he denounced to place a bounty on his
head. If Williamson’s opinions won him the enmity
of Mexican centralists, Texians grew to respect him,
naming him a district judge. Hearty frontiersmen
admired the way he refused to let his disability hinder
him. e had an eye for the ladies, played the banjo,
and —seemingly unaware of his peg leg — danced a
devilish jig.

Texian officials raised the ranging companies to
combat the Indian menace, butas Mexican battalions



force from November 1835.
(Prints and Photographs
Collection, Barker Texas
History Center, University
of Texas at Austin)

Vajor Robert MeAlpin
Williamson—‘Three-
legged Willie', who
commuanded the first
organized, paid ranger
swept across Texas rangers were often the only men
organized and ready to fight them. Captain George
Kimball’s Gonzales Ranging Company of Mounted
Volunteers, for example, were the only Texians to
assist the besieged Alamo defenders, and shared their
fate. After the defeats at the Alamo and Goliad, Gen,
Sam Houston ordered Maj, Williamson to muster his
rangers along the Old San Antonio Road
Bastrop to serve as a fighting rearguard and to
observe enemy troop movements. Small ranger con-

near

tingents lingered behind as most American col-
onists joined the hysterical exodus that came to be
known as the ‘Runaway Scrape’.

In March 1836 a woman, dazed, exhausted, and
almost naked, stumbled into Capt. John Tumlinson’s
camp on the Colorado River. The woman, a Mus,
Hibbons, related how a Comanche war party had
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ambushed her family; her husband and brother had
been murdered and she, along with her voung son
and an infant, had been captured. While in captivity
she heard a loud booming in the distance toward
Béxar, but only later did she learn that the din was
Santa Anna’s artillery hammering the walls of the
Alamo. Her ordeal, however, had only just begun.
The baby’s crying so annoyed one of the warriors that
he wrested the child from Mrs. Hibbons's arms and,
before the horrified mother’s eyes, smashed its head
against the nearest tree. Later, scornful of a white
woman'’s ability to escape in such rough terrain, the
braves neglected to guard the bereaved mother. They
misjudged Mrs. Hibbons: she fled under the cover of
darkness, and after days in the wilderness stumbled
on the ranger camp, where she begged the men to
rescue the young son she had abandoned.

This was just the sort of job the rangers were paid
to do. Tumlinson’s men retraced Mrs. Ilibbons’s
trail, Early the next morning they located the
Comanche camp while the complacent raiders, never
dreaming that Texians could overtake them, snoozed
in their buffalo robes. Tumlinson led a headlong
charge into the camp. The rangers reached the white
boy before the Indians could cut his throat. One
raider was shot down in the mélée, bur the rest
escaped into the brush. A grateful Mrs. Hibbons was
reunited with her child, During the mission to
recover the Hibbons boy the rangers had demon-
strated courage and determination, but they had also
been lucky: lucky that Mrs, Hibbons had located
their camp; lucky that they picked up the Indians’
trail so quickly; lucky that they had caught the
Comanches off guard.

On 21 April 1836, victory at San Jacinto secured a
respite for the struggling Republic of Texas. Texians
had managed to defeat Santa Anna, but elsewhere
they were not doing as well. As Anglo-Celtic settlers
migrated westward they began to encroach on the
Comancheria, the upland courtry west of the Bal-
cones Escarpment which the Comanches considered
their domain. Naturally, hostile contacts became
more frequent. The ranging companies could not
hope to patrol such a vast frontier, and war parties
penetrated the frontier at will.

In May 1839 Capt. John Bird and 35 rangers
located 27 Indians, whom they pursued. Following
the flecing braves the rangers, falling for an old



Anglo-American
comrades. (Illustrated
London News, 184z2)

An English view of a Texas
ranging company. Note
the presence of the tejano
ranger riding alongside his

Comanche trick, were soon surrounded by about 240
warriors who had been concealed for that purpose.
T'he Texians dismounted to make a stand in a ravine,
where they kept the tribesmen at bay with their rifles.
Had the Indians been willing to accept the losses it
would have required they could casily have wiped out
the ranging force. Instead they withdrew after killing
seven Texians, including Caprt. Bird. Having accom-
plished nothing, the humiliated Texians limped back
to the settlements.

Throughout the late 1830s the raids increased.
Both sides became aware that this was not merely a

fight over hunting grounds or stolen horses. Tales of

Comanche cruelty abounded. To the Texians the
Comanche represented nothing more than a ‘squalid

savage’ whose presence prevented the spread of

civilizanion. In response they matched, at times even
surpassed, Indian atrocities. The conflict became a
brutal race war, a clash of vastly incongruous world
the 1840 would amply

events in which the rangers would
play a leading role.

Views, as events  of

demonstrate

Larly Texas Rangers
feared Mexican lances
maore than any other
weapon; this specimen
suggests why. (Daughters
of the Republic of Texas
Library at the Alamo, San
Antonio)

BATTLES OF THE
REPUBLIC,
1840—1845

Texians envisioned their infant republic stretching
westward to the Pacific, but old enemies were
constant impediments to dreams of empire. On the
western frontier, which extended only to the Bal-
cones Escarpment, the Comanches presented a seem-
ingly insurmountable barrier to western migration.
Conditions were only slightly better along the south-
ern border, Mexican officials had never recognized
Texian independence and considered all land above
the Nueces River a stolen province that would
someday be reconquered. Unul that day came,
however, they would harry the upstart rebels with
border raids.

Making matters worse, the republic was bankrupt.
It boasted a small regular army, but this was



John Coffee Hays, the
legendary ‘Caprain Jack’
who introduced Colt
revolvers. (Prints and

Photographs Collection,
Barker Texas History
Center, University of
Texas at Austin)

expensive to uniform, arm, and deploy. To face
Comanches and Mexican rancheros on equal terms
required blooded horses, which were also high-dollar
items. Texas leaders faced a piuless cycle: settlers
demanded defence; defence cost money; money was
non-existent. The exigency of the moment required
an inexpensive para-military force that would supply
its own weapons and mounts, provide for itself in the
field, and require no uniform: in short, Texas
Rangers.

Ranger service attracted a certain type of frontiers-
man. In the main they were young single men, for
those with families could not afford to spend months
on campaign. Independent and practical, rangers had
no patience with the ‘spit and polish’ foolishness of
the regular army. ‘Discipline, in the common accept-
ation of the term’, one of them explained, ‘was not
regarded as absolutely essential.” A distinet form of
frontier leadership emerged. A ranger captain was
selected by men who trusted his judgement and

]

recognized his ability. He attracted volunteers by
force of personality and reputation. Events were
unfolding that would provide captains with ample
opportunity to make their names.

On 19 March 1840 after a year of almost constant
warfare, a delegation of some 65 Comanches rode into
San Antonio to negotiate a peace treaty. Texian
commissioners had agreed to the meeting on the
condition that Indians release all white captives; but
Chief Muguara, the head of the Comanche delega-
tion, had brought only two, a small Mexican boy and
teenager Matilda Lockhart. The girl’s appearance
did not improve the Texians’ mood. Matilda tearfully
admitted that she had been ‘utterly degraded’. One of
the women who attended her described how ‘her
head, arms and face were full of bruises, and sores,
and her nose actually burnt off to the bone—all the
fleshy end gone, and a great scab formed on the end of
the bone. Both nostrils were wide open and denuded
of flesh’. Matilda also reported that, in violation of the
agreement, the Indians held more captives back in
their camps. When the two parties met in the Council
House, a local meeting hall, the Texian delegation
informed Muguara that until all white captives were
returned he and the entire Comanche contingent
would be retained as hostages. Predictably, the
braves grabbed their weapons and a general mélée
ensued. Eight whites and 35 Indians, including
Muguara, were killed.

The Comanches swore vengeance. They were so
inflamed by what they interpreted as Texian treach-
ery that they reportedly slaughtered about 13 white
captives. The greatest blunder in the history of
Texas-Indian relations, the Council House Fight
thwarted peaceful contacts between the Comanche
nation and the Republic of Texas, and guaranteed
that rangers would be gainfully employed for several
years to come.

Through the spring and summer of 1840 the loose
confederacy of Southern Comanche gathered deep
within the Comancheria to plan the greatest raid in the
tribe’s history. The blow fell early in August, when a
contingent numbering close to a thousand swept
down from the high plains into the arcas of white
settlement. The marauders by-passed San Antonio
and drove towards the coast, falling on the unsuspect-
ing town of Victoria where they killed 15 Texians and
ran off nearly 2,000 horses. On 8 August the raiders



arrived in Linnville, a small port town on Lavaca Bay.
\ost of the terrified residents escaped i rowing
boats. Hovering ofl’ shore just beyond arrow range,
they watched helplessly as the Indians frolicked in
the surf, killed cattle, sacked warchouses, and —after
they had seized all they could carry—burned the
Lowin.

By the time the Comanches had reached Linnville
the rangers had mustered. Companies under John

Texas terrain map. (Erwin
Raisz, Landforms of the

U nited Startes, sixth
revised ed., 1957)

Tumlinson, Ben McCulloch, and Matthew ‘Old
Paint’ Caldwell observed the movements of
Indian formation. Rangers could never hope to
confront such numbers directly, so they harried the
Comanches in a series of hit-and-run attacks. At the
same time they despatched riders to Gen. Felix
Huston in command of the regular army, with
information regarding the Indians® line of escape.
Rangers slowed the Comanches while the maimn army
positioned men to cut them off. They were aided in
this by the Indians themselves. Loaded down with
booty and hindered by the enormous horse herd, the
Comanches inched  their  way  towards the

the
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Comancheria. Repeatedly the rangers bore in, killed
two or three braves, and darted away before the loot-
laden Indians could retaliate. The mounted Texians,
in an ironic role reversal, fought like Indians, while
the Comanches, slowed by their impedimenta,
plodded along like white regulars.

Meanwhile some zoo Texians assembled at Plum

Creck, south-cast of Austin, to intercept the

Comanche withdrawal. Gen. Huston led a mix of

rangers, regulars, local militia, Tonkawa allies, and
independent frontiersmen anxious for any opportun-
ity to kill Comanches. As the Indians approached on
12 August Texians were awed by their regalia. The
outrageous garb of one warrior attracted the special
attention of Reverend Z. N. Morrell: ‘He was riding a
very fine horse, held in by a fine American bridle,
with a red ribbon cight or ten feet long tied to the tail
of the horse. He was dressed in elegant style, from the
goods stolen at Linnville, with a high-top silk hat, fine
pair of boots and leather gloves, an elegant broadcloth
coat, hind part before, with brass buttons shining
brightly right up and down his back. When he first
made his appearance he was carrying a large umbrella
stretched.”’

Ied by the rangers, the Texas cavalry charged the
Comanche flank. The horse herd stampeded, the
Indians scattered, and the Texians pursued. With
braves flecing in all directions, Gen. Huston watched
what he had hoped would be a crushing final battle
degenerate into a running fight. Even so, by sundown
the bodies of §o warriors were littered over 3o miles ol
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A brace of scarce “Texas'
Patterson Colt five-shot
revolvers, These are
actunlly rarer than most,
as they were returned ro
the factory for the
installation of loading
levers, a feature which was
not standard when the
pistols were issued. (Texas
Memorial Museumn,
Austin)

prairie; the Texians lost one man. Rummaging
through jettisoned Indian plunder, rangers dis-
covered a number of baby alligators — the braves had
wanted proof that they had raided all the way to the
coast.

Based on the casualty ratio, the Texians claimed
victory; but that only reflected their European
perspective. Comanches normally avoided pitched
battles and the high losses they inevitably produced,
relying instead on stealthy tactics. True, many
warriors had been lost, but many more had escaped.
Still, Plum Creek was decisive in one sense. Never
again did a large body of Comanches drive into areas
of Texian settlement. Instead, small war parties
reverted to the old hit-and-run raids, of which they
were the acknowledged masters.

In the autumn of 1840, cager to maintain the
momentum achieved at Plum Creck, Col. John
Moore led a company up the Colorado River *half
way to Sante I'¢’, where he hit the Comanches in one
of their home camps. The surprise was total; the
rangers indiscriminately shot down more than a
hundred Comanches. “The bodies of men, women,
and children were to be seen on every hand wounded,
dying, and dead’, Moore boasted.

Caprain Jack and the Colt
Comanche supremacy was waning at the tme when a
YOUNg ranger captain was rising to prominence, his
name was John Coftee Hays. The 21-year-old Hays
rode into San Antonio in around 1837. A survevor by



Samuel H. Walker, the
great Mexican War scout,
as the eastern press
imagined he musr have

looked. (Brother
Jonathan's Almanac,

Philadelphia, 1847)

trade, ‘Jack’ was a quiet, modest young man whom
the local citizens esteemed as ‘a popular man and a
good Indjan fighter'. He seemed to have received his
early training under Erastus ‘Deaf” Smith and Henry
W. Karnes, both heroes of the Texas Revolution. In
1838 he joined a band of friendly Delawares during
their ambush of a Comanche war-party and carefully
noted the Indian tactics of stealth and surprise. After
a brief apprenticeship Hays’s natural leadership
asserted itself.

Like Maj. Williamson, Hays did not fit the
stereotype of the rugged pioneer fighter. He was short
and slight of build, and his boyish face made him
appear younger than he was; only his cold eyes and
steady self-confidence bespoke authority. Men who
served under him testified that he was fearless. The
comment of Chief Flacco, a Lipan ally who rode with

The real Samuel H
Walker, contrasting with
the romantic image; there
is lirtle here that reveals
the bold daring which

inspired his followers to
call him ‘Mad Walker’.
(Library of Congress,
Washington, DC)

Hays against the Comanches on numerous occasions,
is perhaps the most expressive: ‘Captain Jack heap
brave; not afraid to go to hell by himself.’

In addition to being ‘heap brave’, Hays also
identified a basic tactical problem. In the forest
frontiersmen had relied on their Kentucky long rifles,
but on the Texas plains they were hopelessly out-
classed; the very length that made the rifles so
accurate rendered them impossibly cumbersome for
men on horseback. Once a ranger had discharged the
long arm he was forced to dismount to reload. Rate of
fire was an additional worry. As Ranger Noah
Smithwick explained: ‘Primitive as the Indians’
weapons were, they gave them an advantage over the
old single-barreled, muzzle-loading rifle in the mat-
ter of rapid shooting, an advantage which told heavily
in a charge. An Indian could discharge a dozen

I
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Photographs Collection,
Barker Texas History
Center, University of
Texas at Austin)

Period engraving of Ben
MecCulloch, who scouted
for Zachary Taylor before
Buena Vista. (Prints and

arrows while a man was loading a gun, and if they
could manage to draw our fire at once they had us at
their mercy unless we had a safe retreat.”

Hays recognized the potential of Samuel Colt’s
revolver as the key to Indian warfare. The Texas
Navy had purchased Colt Patterson pistols for its
sailors, and by 1844 Hays had procured them. During
the summer of that year the five-shot revolver made
its combat debut along the Pedernales River north-
west of San Antonio. Hays and 14 rangers were
ambushed by more than 70 Comanches. Hays had his
men dismount to fire their long rifles. As the Indians
galloped within range, the rangers unleashed a volley.
K nowing it would take time for the Texians to reload,
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the Indians bore in for the kill. Hays then played his
ace, ordering his men to mount and counter-charge
with the Colt five-shooter. ‘Powder-burn them!’
Hays shouted as his men rode among the Comanches.
No one ever doubted the courage of Comanche
braves, but they had never seen a pistol that could fire
without reloading. Clearly, this was bad medicine:
the Indians broke and fled. The rangers pursued for
over three miles, killing the full distance. By the time
the Texians reined in 30 of their enemies lay dead on
the prairic. The Comanches knew who had led the
rangers that day. ‘I will never again fight Jack Hays’,
one war chief declared. How could he expect his
warriors to fight men who had ‘a shot for every finger
of the hand™?

The captain insisted that his men be accurate
marksmen. Ranger Jim Nichols described how Hays
‘put up a post about the size of a common man, then
put up another about 4o yards farther on. We would
run our horses full speed and discharge our rifles at
the first post, draw our pistles and fire at the second.’
Nichols admitted that at first there was some ‘wild
shooting’, but within two months ‘thare was not
many men that would not put his balls in the center of
the posts.’

[t was not enough simply to be a good shot.
Nichols explained how the rangers would also ‘try
rideing like Comanche Indians’: ‘After practisng for
three or four months we became so purfect that we
would run our horses half or full speede and pick upa
hat, a coat, a blanket, or rope, or even a silver dollar,
stand up in the saddle, throw ourselves on the side of
our horses with only a foot and a hand to be seen, and
then shoot our pistols under the horses neck, rise up
and reverse, ete.’

Hays taught the rangers how to defeat the Indians.
The process would take almost four decades to
complete, but the introduction of the Colt revolver
marked the beginning of the end for the Comanche
nation. Beyond that point Texas Rangers were the
‘Lords of the South Plains’. Packing his Colt revol-
ver, the ranger could best both the Indian’s lance and
the Mexican’s lasso.

Capt. Hays came to rely heavily upon his Colts
While surveying the hill country west of Austin with
a group of rangers in the fall of 1841 he was cut off by
more than a hundred Comanches. He retired to the
summit of Enchanted Rock, a bald, oval-shaped



granite mountain, and took up a defensive position.
Havs, armed with a long rifle and two Patterson
revolvers, held the Comanches at bay for several
hours. Just as Hays was down to his last round his
rangers rescued him. Because of that action and
others Colt's revolver became an indelible compon-
ent of the Texas myth.

The Texians were transformed by the Colt revol-
ver, but even more so by the land for which they
fought. The natives had given them new perspectives
on mounted warfare and they embraced those ele-
ments they found useful. From the re¢jano they
adopted the bandanna, Spanish saddle, spike-
rowelled spurs, Mexican blankets, gourd canteens,
and pinole, a crushed corn mixture that could be
munched on the trail. From the Comanche they
adopted tracking, fielderaft, and hit-and-run tactics.

This process of cultural borrowing created a new
tvpe of light horseman. Americans had used cavalry
belore, but these irregulars bore little resemblance to
the US Dragoons with their bright sabres and blue
uniforms. Although recruit John IForester had *seen a
good deal of the primitive ways of Texas’, he was
nonetheless astonished by the rangers’ appearance
and habits:

“T'he men were, in physical make-up, as fine a body
of men as I ever saw, but the uniform was altogether
new, unique and picturesque. Most of them were

dressed in skins, some wearing parts of buffalo robes,
deer skins and bear skins, and some entirely naked to
the waist, but having heavy leggings and necessary
breech-clouts.  All armed and  well
mounted. I understood, and learned for a certainty
afterward, that they subsisted mostly on buffalo meat

were  well

and venison, rarcly ever using bread, and still more
rarcly ever getting any coffee.’

On 29 December 1845 Texas was annexed to the
United States, an act which led to war with Mexico.
Texas Rangers quickly joined Gen. Zachary Taylor’s
American army to settle old scores.

LOS DIABLOS
TEJANOS,
18461848

US regulars regarded the enemy with a professional
detachment; they were slow to fathom the rangers’
bitter hatred for Mexicans. The explanation could be
traced to the Texas Revolution and the slaughters at
the Alamo and Goliad. The subsequent border
clashes during the Republic period did nothing to
soothe old animosities.

In the 1841 Santa Fé Expedition, an ill-conceived
venture to establish Texas jurisdiction over New
Mexico, the entire Texian contingent had stumbled
starving into the region where they had been immedi-
ately arrested by Mexican authorities and marched to
Mexico City in chains. The unfortunate members of
the Sante Fé Expedition were released after much
diplomatic haggling, but by then many had died in
the fetid Peroté Prison.

The 1842 Mier Expedition proved an even greater
disaster, Secking revenge for Gen. Adrian Woll's
brief occupation of San Antonio earlier that vear, a
Texian force marched on Mexico. Many sought
revenge for the so-called Dawson Massacre, an
incident during Woll’s invasion in which Nicholas
M. Dawson’s company had been surrounded and

Monterrey, 1846 (Rough
and Ready Almanac,
Philadelphia, 1848)

This period woodcut
depicts rangers engaged in
house-to-house fighting
during the siege of



Texas Ranger, 1847: this
watercolour by military
illustrator Joscph Hefter
depicts a ranger of the
Mexican-American War,
Iis equipment exhibits
much cultural borrowing
from his tejano
neizhbours. Note the
pervasive use of the lone
star insignia on hat and
pistols. (Author's
collection)

Popular illustrations such
as this ane from S. Comran
Smith'’s Chile Con Carne;
or, the Camp and the Field
(1857) helped promote the
rangers’ fearsome
reputation. (Archives
Division, Texas State
Arehives, Austin)
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virtually wiped out. (Rangers under Ben McCulloch
had discovered large bodies of enemy troops massing
south of the Rio Grande and advised against crossing,
When hecadstrong volunteers insisted on driving
forward against all odds, McCulloch and his men had
prudently abandoned the expedition.)

Instead of avenging Dawson’s men, the Mier
Expedition Texians quickly found themselves in 2
similar predicament. They fought gallantly, but
outnumbered almost ten-to-one the small contingent
was finally forced to surrender. The Mier prisoners
were marched into the interior of Mexico, but near
Salado Faven Cameron, a feisty Scotsman and ranger
captain, led an escape attempt. Mexican soldiers
quickly rounded up all but a few. As punishment the
170 recaptured Texians were decimated. Mexican
guards placed 159 white beans in a large carthenware
jar along with 17 black ones. The prisoners were
forced to reach in and pick a bean; and the Mexicans
shot those who picked a black bean,

Cameron drew a white bean, but when Santa Anna
learned that the ringleader of the breakout had been
spared he angrily ordered his immediate exccution.
When the firing squad commander offered him a
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blindfold Cameron refused, declaring: ‘Ewen
Cameron can now, as he has often done for the liberty
of Texas, look death in the face without winking.’ I'e
then tore open his hunting smock, offering his naked
breast as the target, and shouted the command to fire.
Mourning their fallen leader, the survivors of the
lethal lottery were herded to Perote Prison where
several were killed by Mexican guards or died from
disease, starvation, or exposure.

Many of the rangers now serving under Taylor had
been Mier prisoners. For those like William ‘Bigfoot’
Wallace, Samuel H. Walker, and John McMullen the
declaration of war was a carte blanche to exact
personal revenge for slaughrered comrades. Their
sentiments were expressed in the ‘Ranger’s Song™:
Spur! spur in the chase, dash on to the fight—Cry
vengeance for Texas! and God speed the right.

When Taylor arrived at the mouth of the Nueces
River in July 1845 he called for Texas volunteers.
Men from that state — following annexation, “Texan’
became the accepted term—responded in droves.
Jack Hays, now a colonel, commanded the First
Regiment of Mounted Volunteers; George T. Wood
led the Second Regiment of Mounted Volunteers,
consisting of men primarily from East Texas. Neither
unit was officially designated as “Texas Rangers’, but
both were widely regarded as such. (Throughout the
1840s rangers were difficult to trace as such: stll
informal in their organization, they were raised under
a variety of names. At various times they mustered as

T'his Frederic Remington
engraving depicts rangers
in defensive action against
Mexican partisans. The
charro attire is pure fancy,
(Harper's Magazine, 1846)

‘mounted gunmen’, ‘mounted volunteers', ‘mounted
riflemen’; ‘militia’, and ‘spics’.)

Taylor was unfamiliar with the disputed territory
between the Nueces River and the Rio Grande and
called on Hays to provide scouts. The first of these to
gain fame was Samuel Hamilton Walker. Born in
Maryland and a veteran of the Indian wars in Georgia
and Florida, he came to Texas in 1836 and soon
‘distinguished  himself for courage and coolness’
serving under Hays. Taylor employed Capt. Walker
when Mexican troops crossed the Rio Grande and
surrounded the tuny US garrison under Major Jacob
Brown at Fort Texas, a makeshift post across the
river from Matamoros. Taylor was determined not to
have another Alamo on his hands, but he needed
reliable intelligence to know how to proceed. Walker
provided it. After a survey of the enemy camp he
brought Taylor a careful estimate of Mexican
strength. The American general now had to know
conditions inside the beleaguered Fort Texas; again
he called on Walker. Accompanied by six rangers,
Walker made his way through the enemy cordon to
inform Maj. Brown that help was on the way. The
rangers then cut their way out to relay Brown’s
assurance to his general that the fort would hold until
help arrived.

These exploits brought Walker and the Texans to
national attention. The Mexican—American War was

among the first in which newspaper correspondents
routinely relayed their reports back home, and




John Salmon ‘Rip’ Ford,
who defeated Iron Jacker's
Comanches on the
Canadian River in 1858,

(Prints and Photographs
Collection, Barker Texas
History Center, University
of Texas ar Austin)

Americans could follow the various actions mere
weeks after they oceurred. These outlandish warriors
provided good copy for many a reporter hungry for
sensational stories, and readers were captivated by
the romantic-sounding T'exas Rangers. Hays and his
men were daring, but the publicity enhanced their
exotic reputation,

Monterrey and Buena Vista
Beginning with back-to-back battles at Palo Alto and
Resaca de la Palma on 8 and g May 1846, rangers
participated in almost every phase of Taylor’s north-

Over the years the popular 1839, this example would

image of the Texas Ranger
attired ina wild
assortment of huckskins
became a eliché; even so,
many did allect such
garments. Dating (rom
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have been typical (Prints
and Photographs
Collection, Barker Texas
History Center, University
of Texas at Austin)

ern campaign. In August of that year they served as
scouts as Taylor marched his army southward into
Mexico. During this advance they also rode against
enemy guerrillas who harried Taylor's supply lines.
It was also during this drive, while exacting ‘ven-
geance for Texas’, that rangers became notorious as
*los Diablos Tejanos’—the Texan Devils. They once
apprehended a Mexican attempting to steal rtheir
horses and left his bullet-riddled corpse unburied as a
reminder to other would-be horse thieves.

In mid-September the American army ap-
proached the fortified city of Monterrey, and Taylor




sent the Texans forward to secure intelligence regard-
g the enemy works. They grasped the opportunity
to dazzle not only the enemy but also their American
comrades. Luther Giddings, an officer of the 1st Ohio
\ olunteers, described how ‘those fearless horsemen,
m a spirit of boastful rivalry, vied with each other in
approaching the very edge of danger. Riding singly
and rapudly’, Giddings recounted, ‘they swept
around the plain under the walls, each one in a wider
and more perilous circle than his predecessor. Their
proximity occasionally provoked the enemy’s fire, but
the Mexicans might as well have attempted to bring
down skimming swallows as those racing dare-
devils.’

On 20 September the rangers dismounted to serve
as assault troops during the storming of Monterrey.
Alongside the regular infantry Hays’s men pushed
mto the city, knocking through adobe walls with
crowbars and picking off enemy soldiers with their
rifles. The fighting was house-to-house, at places
hand-to-hand. At one point Taylor ordered the
rangers to pull back so that his guns could bombard
that section of the city. Offended, the Texans replied
that they had won most of the city by themselves, and
refused to retreat a single inch. With the insubord-
mate Texans still in position, Taylor ordered the
shelling to proceed as scheduled; amazingly, none of
them were hit. On 24 September Mexican Gen.
Pedro de Ampudia, commanding the Monterrey
garrison, asked for terms. ‘Had it not been for [the
rangers’ | unerring rifles, there is no doubt we would
have been whipped’, one US volunteer admitted.
Even regulars expressed a grudging respect for their
dogged assault.

Shortly after the surrender of Monterrey the
enlistments of many rangers ran out. With no
Mexicans to fight and chafing under regular army
restraints, they turned their mounts towards the Rio
Grande. Gen. Taylor was not altogether sorry to see
them go. Even ‘Old Rough and Ready’ had been
appalled by their ‘extensive depredations and out-
rages’ on Mexican civilians, a view shared by another
regular officer:

“T'he departure of the Rangers would have caused
more regret than was generally felt, had it not been
for the lawless and vindictive spirit some of them had
displayed in the week that elapsed between the
capitulation of the city and their discharge. ... The
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William ‘Bigfoot Wallace:
depicted here in his golden
years, the rugeed old
warrior is still festooned
with an assortment of
weaponry. This image

suggests how he acquired
his nickname. (Daughters
af the Republic of Texas
Library at the Alamo)

commanding general took occasion to thank them for
the efficient service they had rendered, and we saw
them turn their faces toward the blood-bought state
they represented, with many good wishes and the
hope that all honest Mexicans were a safe distance
from their path.’

Taylor, however, had other problems. As 1847
began, US President James K. Polk authorized Gen.
Winfield Scott’s plan to end the war quickly by a
strategic turning movement from the coastal port of
Veracruz to Mexico City. The gambit called for most
of Taylor’s veterans to muster in the Tampico area,
where they would board ship for Scott’s amphibious
expedition. The scheme left Taylor with only 5,000
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Palmerto hat: rangers
often found straw hats
berter suited to Texas
summers than those made
of beaver or felt. This

example dates from the
late 1850s. (Texas
Confederate Museum,
Waco)

troops of whom only a minuscule portion were
regulars.

This shift of front offered Mexican Gen. Santa
Anna a splendid opportunity. Learning of Scott’s
plans, he vowed to overwhelm Taylor’s contingent
before Scott could land. In a relentless forced march
Santa Anna drove 20,000 men across the desert from
San Luis Potosi to Encarnacion, only 35 miles south
of Taylor’s isolated force. The gruelling midwinter
march through the barren wasteland cost Santa Anna
some 4,000 effectives, but with 16,000 remaining he
felt confident that he could obliterate
meagre 5,000.

Taylor once again called on the rangers. Although
most had departed after the fall of Monterrey, Maj.
Ben McCulloch had led a company back after a
recruiting trip in Texas. Relations between the

Taylor’s

general and the rangers were still strained, but with
most of his force siphoned off to join Scott’s army
Tavlor had to accept any veterans he could muster,
even ‘licentious” Texans. Tayvlor knew rangers could
obtain information when others failed.

On 16 February McCulloch and 16 men routed a
Mexican  cavalry  in Iincarnacion  vicin-
ity and returned to tell Taylor that the enemy was
within striking distance. This was important intelli-
gence; but Taylor now needed to learn the enemy’s
strength and exact position. Again he summoned
MeCulloch. Riding back to Encarnacion in the dark,
McCulloch and seven rangers silently crept past
Mexican pickets. Judging from the dimensions of the
camp, McCulloch calculated the size of the encemy

the
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army; he then sent Lt. Fielding Alston and five men
back to Taylor with this information while he and one
ranger remained to await the dawn. As the davlight
illuminated Santa Anna’s encampment McCulloch
made a careful count of regimental standards. In-
creased visibility, of course, also heightened the
rangers’ vulnerability. McCulloch decided to run a
bluff. As nonchalantly as possible, the rangers rode
past the Mexican pickets. Since the Texans were
astride Mexican saddles and wore sombreros and
serapes the pickets probably surmised they were
rancheros routinely rounding up wayward cavalry
mounts. Once beyond musket range the rangers
galloped to report the enemy’s strength and location.
Armed with McCulloch’s information, Taylor
withdrew to a defensive position in the narrow
mountain gap some eight miles south of Saltillo,
whereon 22 23 February 1847 he fought the battle of
Buena Vista. Both sides were staggered by their
losses. Finally, however, Santa Anna, unable to break
the US line, retreated with the devastated remnants
of his army. Unable to surprise Tayvlor, he had
forfeited his best chance to overwhelm the norteamer-
reanns. His failure to do so was largely the result of the
daring of Ben McCulloch and seven Texas Rangers.

Counter-guerrillas

Veracruz fell to the US landing force on 27 March
1847, and Winfield Scotr marched westward with
8,500 men. Wherever Santa Anna attempted to block
the American advance, Scott outgeneralled him and
pushed forward in his relentless drive on Mexico
City. With every step westward, however, Scott
stretched his hines of communication to his strategic
base in Veracruz. Soon Mexican partisans, the
dreaded guerrilleros, began to threaten Scott’s abiliny
to obtain supplics and information. US regulars fell
prey to the guerrilfero mystique, which was caleulated
by the partisans to inflict maximum psychological
damage on the invaders. Americans found the bodies
of stragglers with their hearts and tongues cut out and
placed on tree limbs over the corpses. Guernillas,
armed with rifles, pistols, carbines, daggers, lances,
and lassocs, were far better equipped than Scott's
regulars. Small wonder that Pennsylvania Volunteer
Jacob Oswandel recorded that he *would sooner face
ten of the regular Mexican army than one of these
outlawed guerrillas’.



Scort had to avoid a general insurrection of the
\evican populace. To that end, he attempted to calm
the non-combatants with patience and courtesy while
dealing harshly with the guerrillas themselves. When
his regulars proved incapable of dealing with the
partisans, he called on Col. Hays and his Texas
Rangers to be his agents of severity.

The effect on American morale was immediate;
with the Texas Rangers they now had an élite unit
with a mystique to match that of the guerrilleros.
Where the guerrillas were resplendent, the rangers
were outrageous. “They certainly were an odd-
looking set of fellows, and it scems to be their aim to
dress as outlandishly as possible’, one regular officer
remarked. ‘Bobtailed coats and “long-tailed Blues”,
low and high crowned hats, some slouched and others
Panama, with a sprinkling of black leather caps,
constituting their uniforms, and a thorough coating
of dust over all, and covering their huge beards gave
them a savage appearance.’

Memorial Museum,
Austin, courtesy of Mr.
William FIill)

‘Plains Indian with shield’,
watercolour by German
artist Friedrich Richard
Petri, undated. (Texas

The same officer was even more impressed with
ranger weaponry. ‘Each man’, he wrote, ‘carried a
rifle [and] a pair of . .. Colt’s revolvers; a hundred of
them could discharge a thousand shots in two
minutes, and with a precision the Mexican alone
could tell.” These were the new six-shot Whitneyville
Walker Colts, so-called because Samuel H. Walker
had worked with Sam Colt to improve the Patterson
design. The ‘Walker’ provided a lethal edge for the
Texans, for when packing a brace of these revolvegs
they could unleash 12 shots to the one discharged by
the Mexican escopetas. Ranger Adjutant John Salmon
Ford boasted that armed with the Walker Colt,

Placido, Chief of the
Tonkawas, a veteran of
Plum Creek and ‘Rip’
Ford’s 1859 Red River
campaign. (Prints and

Photographs Collection,
Barker Texas History
Center, University of
Texas ar \ustin)



rangers ‘could beat any number the enemy could
bring to bear’,

US regulars who had carlier been appalled by their
methods now applauded ranger viciousness. Every-
where they rode, Texans were perceived as men of
demonic malice, yet they did yeoman service as
counter-insurgents. By curtailing the partisans they
maintained American lines of communication and
boosted American morale. Critics argued that the
rangers should have demonstrated more moderation:
but from the extravagance of their attire to the
boldness of their leadership and the size of their
Bowie knives, it was immoderation that distinguished
the Texas Rangers. These were the type of men Scott
required to clear his path of guerrillas; ‘moderate’
men could not have done the job.

EARLY
STATEHOOD,
1849-1865

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo signed on
February 1848 officially ended the Mexican
American War, and rangers began to make their way
home toward Texas. Now in full partnership with the
United States, most Texans were proud of their new
status — finally acknowledged when Mexico formally
recognized the Rio Grande as the national border.
The cost of that acknowledgement had been high.
Many rangers had paid it with their lives, including
the gallant Samuel H. Walker who had fallen leading
a charge of US Mounted Rifles.

The federal government and the US Army as-
sumed responsibility for protection against the In-
dians and, in theory anyway, supplanted the Texas
Rangers. Most returned to civilian pursuits; but the
more adventurous, like Jack Tlays and Ben
McCulloch, joined other ‘forty-niners’ in the gold
ficlds of California. The United States had estab-
lished procedures for Indian control, which involved
scttling Indians on reservations and establishing US
regulars in a line of frontier outposts. 1t soon became
apparent, however, that federal forces were unequal
to the task. Pitifully thin on the ground, garrison
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18505—1870s (Texas State
Library, Archives
Division, Austin)

Juan Nepomuceno
Cortina, the inveterate Rio
Grande raider of the late

troops were commonly eastern recruits with no
comprchension of Indian warfare. This became
obvious when army commanders dispatched infan-
trymen to quell the Comanches, perhaps the finest
light horsemen the world has ever known. Even US
Dragoons were outclassed. Ranger ‘Buck’ Barry
observed their inadequacies with obvious disgust:

‘Neither the dragoons on their big and awkward
chargers nor the infantry understood how to fight the
Comanches. This fact the Indians soon learned and
they became so active that the people began to call for
someone who could cope with them. The regulars
generally did not know the country and the redskins
would lead them over ‘hill and dale’ until the troopers
and their mounts were exhausted.’

Bowing to pressure from outraged Texans, the
regulars requested assistance. In 1849 Gen. George
M. Brooke asked Governor George T. Wood to raise
three companies of rangers for a six-month stint
along the frontier. These were so effective that by



(852 he had signed up a total of six companices.
\mong the leaders of these various contingents were
several old stalwarts: RUE. Sutton, J. B. McGown,
Henry McCulloch (Ben’s brother), ‘Bigfoot” Wallace
and John Salmon Ford.

With John Coftee Hays far away in California,
Ford was nextin the line of succession as chief ranger.
While serving as Hays’s adjutant during the
Mexican-American War he had written letters to the
bereaved families of fallen rangers. Ford thoughtfully
ended each missive with the sentiment ‘Rest in
Peace’, but as the number of letters mounted he
shortened 1t to ‘R.I.LP.°, and the rangers wryly
nicknamed him *Old Rip’.

In response to continued Mexican bandit raids
Texans remained vigilant along the Rio Grande, a
posture which created strife between the state and
federal governments. In 1852 Governor Peter Hans-
borough Bell despatched James S. Gillett to southern
Texas to organize three ranger companies. Although
no funds were immediately available to pay them,
Bell assured Gillett that volunteers would be mus-
tered into federal service; failing that, the State
Legislature would underwrite the units. Gillett

organized the companies, but the United States
Secretary of War refused to authorize their attach-
ment to the army; Washington officials were not
convinced that border forays were as serious as
Texans suggested. In 1854 a few ranger companies
were attached to the army but, after Washington’s
rebuff, the Texas Rangers began to function mainly
as a state force.

Responding to Apache raids on south-western
Texas in 1855, Governor Elisha M. Pease mustered
three companies of Texas Rangers under frontier
veteran James H. Callahan. Although members of the
‘Callahan Expedition” were required to provide their
own supplies and await payment from the state there
was no lack of volunteers.

Indians had learned to evade the pursuit of US
regulars by slipping across the border into Mexico.
Callahan refused to be hampered by such fine points
of international law, and brazenly led his men across
the Rio Grande on the heels of a fleecing war party.

In this Remington
illustration, ‘Rip’ Ford
leads a charge toward a

Comanche camp on the
Canadian River. (Harper's
Magazine, r896)

1|



Not surprisingly, Mexican authorities objected to the
violation of their sovereignty by units of armed
Texans, The rangers, however, declined to budge
until the Mexicans handed over the renegades. When
their demands were rejected, rangers took on units of
the Mexican army. During the fighting indignant
Texans occupied the town of Piedras Negras, burned
numerous  buildings, and finally, in the face of
overwhelming numbers, retreated across the border.

Washington officials were not pleased; neither
were their counterparts in Mexico City. Governor
Pease suffered a welter of criticism over this inter-
national incident, but stood by his rangers. Callahan,
however, was symbolically dismissed for his impuls-
ive invasion, though in T'exas he was hailed as a hero.
After he was killed i a ‘personal difficulty” in 1856
grateful citizens named a county in his honour,
Rangers continued to mount hot pursuits into Mex-
ico whenever they deemed it expedient; sometimes
the grounds were admittedly flimsy, and on occasion
they even entered Mexico in scarch of runaway
slaves. After the ‘Callahan Expedition” a willingness

Y

to ignore the Mexican border became something of a
ranger legacy.

In 1858 Governor Hardin R, Runnels vowed to
protect frontier settlers against Indian raids. By then
the line of settlement had progressed well into West
T'exas, encroaching on Comanche hunting grounds,
and the desperate tribesmen were striking back.
Runnels appointed the steady ‘Rip” Ford as senior
ranger captain with orders to take the war to the heart
ol the Comancheria, and during the spring of 1858,
there he took it.

Ford led a force of 213 men northward across the
Red River as far as the Canadian River in Indian
Territory. Riding with Ford's contingent were Chief
Placido and several of his Tonkawa braves; these
‘reserve Indians’ frequently joined rangers on expe-
dittons against  the Comanches, their  ancient
enemices, On 12 May Ford approached a Comanche
village on the south bank of the Canadian River,
Warriors rode out to challenge the Texans led by Iron
Jacket, a powerful medicine man whom his braves
believed  possessed  the power to blow speeding
bullets aside with his breath. His name derived from
his habit of donning a rusty coat of Spanish mail.

FFord’s unit charged the warriors with ‘vigor and
cfiecet’. Tron Jacket fell dead, the links of his antique
armour rent by ranger lead. As the Comanches
retreated, Texans and Tonkawas pursued until their
horses foundered. The triumph was devastating
I"ord located the bodies of 76 Comanches; many more
had been wounded, but Ford found it ‘impossible 1o
ascertain the number’. OfF Ford’s force, two were
killed and three wounded. In his report to Governor
Runnels, Ford lauded the conduct of his men: “They
behaved, while under fire, ina gallant and soldier-like
manner, and I think that they have fully vindicated
their right to be recognized as Texas Rangers of the
old stamp.’

No sooncer had Ford pacitied the northern fronticr
than trouble once more erupted along the southern
border. In 1859 Juan Nepomuceno Cortina led a
Hispanic revolt in the lower Rio Grande Valley. ‘To
his people he was a liberator; to the rangers he was
just another border bandit. Ior a brief period Cortina

The 1861 Harper's Weekly
Hustrator was clearly
influenced by sensational
newspaper stories. s

olt-reproduced sherch is a
prarvadigm of myeheeal
Tesas Ranger images
(Harper's Weekly, 1864)



During the 1870s, long Robert Hall's buckskin
after his dayvs of active
service, retired ranger
Raobert Hall concocted this
outlandish buckskin
jacket. Many old-timers
participated in the
creation of the my thic
stereotype by donning
such fanciful ‘frontier’
girb for ceremonial
oecasions. (Dallas
Historical Socicty)

at the same tme as his
jacket, this colourtul
article 1s hardly typreal.
Iny ranger so adorned
would have been Liughed
out of camp. (Dallas
Historical Society)

occupied the town of Brownsville, only withdrawing
after sacking the town and Kkilling several Anglo
aitizens. Before departing Cortina vowed that he
sought the restoration of all the land berween the
Nueces River and the Rio Grande, and further
proclaimed that ‘our personal enemies shall not
possess our lands until they have fattened it with their
own gore”. After Cortina defeated W. G. Tobin’s
ranger company his reputation soared.

Peace was not restored to the valley until the

pants. |pp.'|r(.'n.rf_\ mvented

regular army and ‘Rip’ Ford’s company arrived. A\
combined force of regulars and rangers defeated
Cortina at Rio Grande City and drove his band across
the border. Ford led several futile forays across the
international boundary, but failed to apprehend the

red-bearded revolutionary; he finally withdrew under
orders from the new federal commander in the
region, a dignified Virgintan named Robert E. Lee

The rangers never captured Cortina, who continued

to organize raids into Texas until the 1870s.



The war years
When the War Between the States began in 1861
most rangers left the service to fight Yankees. Ben
McCulloch served as a Confederate general, and fell
while leading an assault at Elkhorn Tavern. Terry’s
Rangers, and several other units of Texas cavalry,
adopted the title, but they were not Texas Rangers in
the accepted sense; the choice of that term, however,
proclaimed the power of the name.

With most able-bodied men fighting out of state,
the Comanches renewed their raids. In 1861 state
authoritics created the Frontier Battalion to provide
defence against Indians but, consisting mainly of old
men and young boys, the force was largely ineffective.

By 1865 Plains Indians had pushed the line of

settlement back a hundred miles. After Appomattox
grev-clad Texans returned home to find the western
counties ravaged by their old Comanche adversaries.
As always, Texans called on their rangers.
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THE FRONTIER
BATTALION,
18661890

Following the War Between the States, Texans
witnessed an unprecedented escalation of violence.
Vanquished veterans returned home to a shattered
economy and a Reconstruction government indiffer-
ent to their plight. The only skills many of these men
had were those learned in war, and some turned to
their guns to make a living.

Rangers were now required not so much to combat
Indians as to suppress domestic disorder. For nine
vears following the war, however, the organization
was dormant: state officials, consisting primarily of
‘carpetbagger’ appointees, did not savour the notion
of contingents of ex-rebels patrolling the country-
side. Indian defence was relegated to federal troops
and under the dynamic leadership of Ranald
S. Mackenzie of the 4th Cavalry they accomplished
far more than their pre-war predecessors. The fact
that Col. Mackenzie employed the time-honoured
ranger tactic of striking Indians deep inside their own
territory was not lost on resentful Texans,

In 1873 Democrats regained control of state
government, cffectively ending Reconstruction in
Texas. Prior to the war Texans had urged the federal
government to accept the responsibility of frontier
defence, but now they bitterly rejected the blue-
coated troopers, especially black ‘buffalo soldiers’. In
their zeal to eliminate everything thatr smacked of
Republican rule, Democrats unfairly focused their
fury on some of the bravest soldiers who ever served
in Texas. They made it clear, however, that they
intended to restore their own institutions, one of the
most treasured of which was the Texas Rangers. In
his inaugural address Governor Richard Coke em-
phasized frontier defence and the Democratic legisla-
ture quickly passed a bill authorizing six ranging
companies of 75 men each. Known as the Frontier
Battalion, the unit would be led by a major who was

Collection, Barker Texas
History Center, University
of Texas at \ustin)

Major John B, Jones, who
led the Frontier Bactalion
in the lawless 1870s. (Prints
and Photographs




to report directly to the adjutant general and the
gOVErnor.
h On 2 May 1874 Coke appointed John B. Jones as
major of the Frontier Battalion, Like Hays, Jones was
soft=spoken and shight of stature, but his service in the
war as a member of Terry’s Rangers certificd him a
first class fighting man. Temperate and courtly — he
never touched tobacco or strong drink— Jones was a
favourite of Texan ladies, one of whom was almost as
enamoured of him as she was of the use of adjectives:
‘I can see him now, the perfection of nearness; dark
well-kept suit, white shirt, black bow tie, heavy black
mustache and hair, smooth olive skin, piercing,
twinkling, sparkling, penctrating black or dark eyes
that seemed to see through your very soul, and sceing
sympathized as he understood.’

Jones, however, was no parlour paladin. ‘Major
Jones was a man of great administrative and executive

ability’, Capt. Dan W. Roberts attested, ‘and none of

the Rangers could beat him to a real live scrap with
the enemy.” Less than a month after recetving his
commission Jones had five companies patrolling the
western frontier; by 1o July all six were in the saddle.
He grasped the larger picture, and organized defence
along a 400-mile perimeter. Under Jones the rangers,
acting in co-ordination with the federal troopers,
finally crushed the Comanches. The struggle had
been costly: in each year between 1836 and 1860
[ndians killed some 200 men, women, and children
on the Texas frontier; between 1860 and 1875 at least
100 a year were killed or kidnapped. The advance
through the expanse of Central Texas had exacted 17
white lives per mile.

The Frontier Battalion had been in service for only

Although much has been
written about the bond
between a ranger and his
horse, a sturdy pack mule

was also a vital part of the
team, as revealed in this
Remingron illustration.
(Harper’s Magazine, 1896)
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about five months when its numbers were reduced.
Governor Coke learned that the $75,000 allocated by
the legislature would not maintain the six companies
for two years, the period remaining before another
session met to approve additional appropriations.
Bowing to economic and administrative demands,
Coke reduced the number of men in each company
from 75 to 4o. Others might have protested such
drastic cuts, but Jones and his rangers stoically bid
their comrades farewell and continued to serve.

Transition into lawmen
The role of the Texas Rangers was shifting dramat-
ically. They had traditionally been Indian fighters,
but by 1875 there were few braves left to ficht, Even
so, Jones's rangers would not remain idle. Texas was
plagued by lawlessness. The range cattle industry
was beginning to pump new life into the state’s war-
shattered economy, bur rustlers were threatening its
growth. Smouldering animosities berween Democra-
ticand Republican factions divided communities and
often blazed into bloody feuds. Embroiled in partisan
politics themselves, local officials were powerless to
Keep the peace. As impartial outsiders reporting
directly to the governor, rangers were ideally suited
to settle regional disputes. Some rangers were un-
comfortable in their new role. “We hardly knew
whether we were Rangers, or court officers’, one old-
timer complained. But cold percentages reflected the

In this Remington
ilustration a sinzle Texas
Ranger apprehends three
chaparral bandits in the
Nueces Strip. (Harper's
Magazine, 1896)
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changing times: in 1874 the property retrieved from
outlaws was worth twice that recovered from the
Indians.

In February 1875 dissension gencerated by cattle-
stealing and shady dealings erupted into the so-called
Mason Countv War; because of the name given to
masked nightriders, the conflict was also known as
the *Hoodoo War’. Governor Coke dispatched Jones
and 20 men of Company A to quell the violence
When the rangers arrived on 28 September they were
challenged by Shenft John Clark and 15 of his
partisan cronies. When Clark noted the ranger’s cool
resolve, however, he backed down. Rangers began an
impartial enforcement of the law and quickly halted
the killings. The presence of the rangers allowed
passions to cool and prompted many of the hired
gunmen to relocate to healthier chmes. By 1876 the
feuding had died out and rangers could report that
‘Mason County 1s now prosperous and happy ™.

The became the
[orrell Thggins feud 1in Lampasas County. Having

rangers  also embroiled in
run foul of the federal authorities during Reconstrue-
tion, the Horrell brothers had fled to New Mexico,

where they were mnvolved in the ‘Horrell War™ in

which some 17 men were killed. With their welcome
worn out m New Mevico, the Horrells moved back
home to Lampasas County where they settled on a
ranch near John Pinckney Calhoun Higgins. ‘Pink’
Higgins was not a man to be trifled with cither. He




ad once come upon a rustler who had just slaugh-
sred one of his beeves; *Old Pink’ shot the thief, slit
he amimal open, and stuffed the dead man inside the
arcass. Riding into town, he wryly informed citizens
hat if they would visit his range they could witness
he peculiar spectacle of a cow giving birth to a man.
.ocal cattle thieves apparently did not share Pink’s
sense of humour, and when the story made the
-ounds most left the county.

That trouble should arise between these tumul-
tuous clans was as natural as a tussle among tomcats.
Pink believed the Horrells were stealing his stock,
and on 22 January 1877 he shot and killed Merritt
Horrell in a local saloon. The Horrells swore ven-
geance, but the Higginses struck first when they
waylaid Tom and Mart Horrell that March; Tom was
seriously wounded, but Mart coolly stood off his
concealed attackers and finally forced them to retreat.
On 14 June both factions happened to be in the town
of Lampasas at the same time, and bystanders ducked
for cover as gunplay unsettled the business district.

A personal affray was considered a man’s own
business, but when it threatened the safety of women
and children on a public street it was time to call in
the rangers. On 12 July Maj. Jones arrived in
Lampasas with 15 men. He arrested the leading
members of both families, and reported: ‘Have no
doubt that T will hold them and protect them until
they are disposed of according to law, and believe that
both parties will submit quietly to the decision.’
Jones proved a peacemaker as well as a warrior. With
patience, reason, and tact he served as mediator for
both sides. His diplomacy culminated in a document
in which the two families agreed to ‘eradicate all
enmity’.

Despite its record of achievement, the Frontier
Battalion did not win every encounter. Events lead-
ing to the El Paso Salt War began in 1872 when
Missouri lawyer Charles H. Howard acquired title to
salt deposits 100 miles east of El Paso. For gener-
ations local Hispanics had regarded the salt as a
public resource, and they bitterly resented its appro-
priation for private profit. In 1874 Howard became a

In 1876 Ranger A. M. jacket and the brighrly

Gildea posed in an Eagle coloured ribbon outlining
Pass studio. He obviously the brim of his hat.
favoured Hispanic (Daughters of the Republic

of Texas Library at the
Alamao, San Antonio)

fashions: note the
elabarately embroidered

district judge and misused his position against
political rival Louis Cardis, who represented His-
panic interests and controlled the Mexican electorate.
Threats were made against Howard and several of his
business associates. On 10 October 1877 Howard
responded by killing Cardis in an E] Paso emporium.
Mexicans demanded justice, but Anglo peace officers
were unwilling to arrest a district judge.

Maj. Jones had no such qualms. Soon after
arriving in El Paso he had Judge Howard arraigned
for the murder of Cardis. He then set about organiz-
ing local volunteers into a detachment of rangers. He
placed L.t. John B. Tays in command at San Elizario,
the hub of the tumult. With peace temporarily
restored and the newly-raised company of rangers on
duty, Jones left town. He should have staved.

On or about 1 December 1877 outraged Mexicans
from across the border raided the area, killing two of
Howard’s cronies. The judge, who was out on bail,
and several of his associates took refuge inside ranger
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headquarters at San Elizario. The mob demanded
that Tays turn over Howard. When he refused the
Mexicans laid siege to the building. On the fifth day
of the siege Howard gave himself up in order to save
the members of his party. Believing that the judge
was to be granted safe conduct, Tays also
surrendered — the first and only time a ranger com-
pany ever capitulated. Despite pledges of good faith,
on 17 December Howard and two of his agents were
placed against the nearest wall and shot by a Mexican
firing squad. The Mexicans harboured no il will
toward Tays and his rangers, who were allowed to
depart without weapons. Afterwards, the mob looted
San Elizario. The Texas Rangers were embarrassed
by this episode, but learned three hard lessons: never
give up yvour weapons, never surrender a prisoner to a
mob, and — whatever the odds — keep fighting.

Sam Bass

Rangers also trailed a number of renowned outlaws.
One of these was the personable Sam Bass, who came
to Texas from Indiana in 1870. Bass began ‘sporting
on horses’ and was soon in need of money. In 18706 he
rode up the trail to Montana on a cattle drive, ending
up in the rugged mining town of Deadwood where he
soon squandered his wages at the card tables. The
next year the desperate youth held up seven stage-
coaches. Bass soon advanced to robbing trains, which
became his speciality. He returned to Texas and
established himself as leader of an outlaw band,
which robbed two stagecoaches and four trains
during the spring of 1878.

The Texas Rangers swore to bring Bass in. They
came close to capturing the desperado on several
occasions, but the wily Bass managed to keep one step

ahead. At last the rangers were able to capture one of

the Bass gang, but freed him on the condition that he
rejoin the band as their agent. In July 1878 rangers
received word from their inside man thar Bass
intended to rob a bank in the town of Round Rock,
some 20 miles north of Austin. Maj. Jones and the
rangers were waiting. In the shoot-out that followed
on 19 July 1878 they gunned down one of the outlaws,
Bass himself took several bullets, but managed a get-
away. He did not get far. After he was discovered and
taken into custody the mortally wounded outlaw
came clean. ‘Yes, I am Sam Bass', he told a reporter,
‘I'm shot to picces, and there’s no use to deny 1t

18

Sam Bass as he appeared
at the age of 16—the only
documented picture of the
famous outlaw known to
exist, (Prints and

Photographs Collection,
Barker Texas History
Center, University of
Texas at Austin)

Nevertheless, he steadfastly refused to reveal any
information concerning his accomplices, explaining
‘it’s agin my profession to blow on my pals. If a man
knows anything, he ought to die with it in him’. On 21
July, true to his code, the tight-lipped bandit did just
that,

Sam Bass was only one of many criminals whose
careers were abruptly ended by Maj. Jones and the
Frontier Battalion. These rangers established law ina
part of the state where it was previously unknown.
While the TFrontier Battalion patrolled  western
counties, however, another equally famous ranger
unit was engaged in the nefarious *Nueces Strip' of
South Texas.




McNELLY’S
RANGERS,
1874-1890

In 1874 the Texas Legislature created two bodies of

Texas Rangers: the Fronter Batalion under Maj.
Jones, and the Special Force under Capt. Leander
H. McNelly. Politicians in Austin understood that
lawlessness along the Mexican border took a different
form from that in West Texas, and constituted the
Special Foree to deal with special problems.

MeNelly was a curious mixture of propriety and
severity. Like many great ranger captains, he did not

look the role. George Durham, who served under

him, maintained that McNelly ‘dressed neat as a pin’
and simply from appearances he ‘could have been a
preacher. A puny onc at that’. The captain’s de-
meanour, however, masked an indomitable resolve.
During the war he led a band of Confederate
partisans and saw much hard fighting in Louisiana.
During his wartime travails McNelly contracted
tuberculosis and thereafter had to take long furloughs
to recover his health. He returned to Texas near the
end of the conflict, and his was among the last
Confederate units to surrender.

Despite his war record he was offered, and
accepted, a position in the State Police, an arm of the
Radical Republican government. Most Texans
loathed the organization and it was repudiated the
instant Democrats regained control in 1873. That
Texans were willing to overlook McNelly’s partici-
pation in the State Police was a testament to the man’s
ability and personal integrity.

In 1874 NeNelly and his rangers were instru-
mental in quelling the violence associated with the
Sutton-Taylor Feud in Dewitt County. Afterwards
he moved southward into the region between the Rio
Grande and the Nueces River, the area known as the
Nueces Strip. On 26 March 1875 a well-organized
band of border raiders struck the South Texas hamlet
of Nuecestown, where they made off with 18 Dick
Heye saddles— which Durham called the ‘Cadillacs
of the saddle world’. McNelly instructed local shop
keepers to sell no more Dick Heye saddles, and then
issued orders to First Sergeant John B. Armstrong:

Captain Leander H.
MeNelly, the ruthless
tamer of the Nueces Strip,
whose three yvears in
command of the Special
Force in the mid-i1870s lefi

an indelible impression.
(Prints and Photographs
Collection, Barker Texas
History Center, University
of Texas at Austin)

‘Describe those saddles to the rangers. Make sure
they understand exactly. Then order them to empty
those saddles on sight. No palavering with the riders.
Empty them. Leave the men where you drop them,
and bring the saddles to camp.’

Such direct action was typical of McNelly’s tactics.
Still, events called for extreme measures. Juan
Cortina’s bands were still terrorizing Anglo Texans,
who in turn organized vigilante groups that vic-
timized local tejanos, for the most part peaceful
herders. Violence in the Nueces Strip was escalating;
the number of bandits, both Mexican and Texan,
began to surpass honest folk. McNelly lost no time;
he dispersed bodies of armed civilians, and took the
fight to Cortina’s men when they could be ferreted
out.

His methods were brutal, but his standards for
rangers were rigorous. Once when he was offered an
array of the newest repeating rifles, he declined them
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in favour of the old-fashioned .50 calibre Sharps
buffalo gun. ‘Sharps, Captain?’ the dumbfounded
merchant inquired. ‘1 thought you were going man
hunting —not buffalo. Those heavy, single-shot
Sharps — whew! When you hit a buffalo, he’s yours.
If vou miss, you can reload. If you miss a man ...’
The captain had heard enough: he snapped, ‘I don’t
want men who miss.”

I[f NeNelly was hard on his rangers, he was even
harder on outlaws. e reinstituted the old Spanish
practice of la ley de fuga, which prescribed that a
prisoner was to be summarily shot in the event of a
rescue attempt. In the absence of courts and judges

McNelly practised the Old Testament law of ‘an eye
for an eye’. As one of his rangers explained it: “Those
Nueces outlaws didn’t fight by any books. Neither
did Captain McNelly. They made their own rules,
and the Captain made his. They didn’t mind killing,
Neither did Captain McNelly. They didn’t take
prisoners. Neither did Captain McNelly.”

In 1875 the captain’s zeal almost provoked an
international incident during the so-called Las
Cuevas War, IHe led his rangers across the Rio
Grande in hot pursuit of cattle thieves, and attacked a
ranch near the border town of T.as Cuevas which he
thought was the rustlers’ hideout. As it turned out, it

Texas County Qutline
Map. (State Department of
Highways and Public
Transportation)




was the wrong ranch, and several honest vagueros
were gunned down; understandably, local Mexicans
were outraged. Several hundred soldiers and villagers
assailed the rangers, but NeNelly’s 30 men dug in on
the south bank of the Rio Grande and held them off,

Across the border was an anxious contingent of US
regulars. They had explicit orders from the State
Department not to enter Mexico, and tried to coax
the angry Texans back across the river before a full-
scale war ensued. A messenger swam the narrow river
with a relegram to McNelly from the United States
Secretary of War, exhorting the rangers to return to
Texas and affirming that if they were attacked on
Mexican soil the regulars would not support them.
McNelly's reply was succinet: ‘I shall remain in
Mexico with my Rangers . . . and will cross back at my
own discretion. Give my compliments to the secret-
ary of war and tell him and the United States soldiers
to go to hell.’

In the face of overwhelming numbers, McNelly
brazenly told the Mexicans that if they did not agree
to return the pilfered cattle within the hour he would
unleash his rangers on the town. Amazingly, the
Mexicans yielded to MeNelly’s demands and sub-
sequently the rangers returned to Texas driving 75
head of stolen stock.

In 1888 this young bride
posed with her husband
and the rest of Sam
Murry's Company B. Note
that she too bears a
Winchester repeating rifle.
(Prints and Photographs
Collection, Barker Texas

History Center, University

of Texas at Austin)

Ranger Sergeant W. [ L.
Sullivan. Note the
decorative needlewaork on
the cuffs of his gauntlets.
Like most rangers,
Sullivan reserved the
cartridge loops in his gun
belt for rifle ammunition.
(Twelve Years in the
Saddle, Archives Division,
Texas State Library,
Austin)

On 26 January 1877 McNelly's iron will finally
succumbed to tuberculosis. He had been a Texas
Ranger less than three years, but in that time he
secured a place in the pantheon of ranger leaders
second only to Jack Hays. A legion of detractors
decried his ruthless methods, but none could ques-
tion his accomplishments: NcNelly got the job done.
Among his generation of Texans that was the only
standard that mattered.

During the summer of 1876, when McNelly
became too ill to fork a saddle, Lt. Lee Hall took
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command of the Special Force. By that time the
emphasis of the company’s endeavours had shifted
from fighting Mexican bandits to quashing Anglo

renegades. Old feuds reignited, and a spirit of

suspicion and disorder prevailed throughout South
Texas. These were also the days of the great cattle
drives, creating abundant opportunity for roving
cattle rustlers. Quietly but firmly, Hall set about
restoring order. His personal style was not as imperi-
ous nor as controversial as McNelly’s, a difference
welcomed by state officials.

Adjutant General William Steele compiled a

lengthy album giving the names and descriptions of

fugitive outlaws. Armed with the ‘Crime Book’, all
and the other ranger captains were thereafter able to
their energies to apprehending  known
criminals rather than rousting out doubtful suspects.
The men who had served under McNelly —who
began calling themselves “Little McNellys'— never

devote

believed that Hall completely filled the old captain’s
boots. Nevertheless, one Goliad County citizen
expressed his fervent appreciation of Hall in a letter
to thL‘ goyvernor:

“Through the mefficiency of our sheriff our town
and county had become a rendezvous of escaped
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convicts, cutthroats, outlaws, and murderers riding
through our streets at night, shooting through busi-
ness houses and private dwellings, imperiling the
lives of our women and children. . . . Lieutenant Hall
had come an entire stranger, had taken in the
situation at a glance and applied the remedy which
caused the bold bad men to flee to parts unknown.’
The events in Goliad County were common to
numerous South Texas localities.

John Wesley Hardin

One McNelly-trained ranger gained fame as the
captor of John Wesley Hardin, thought by many to be
the ‘most notorious desperado Texas ever produced’.
A stout man with a massive moustache, John
B. Armstrong had served as first sergeant of the
Special Force and was the survivor of several Nueces
Strip shoot-outs, including the Las Cuevas stand-off.
McNelly was his model and, like his mentor,
Armstrong did not hesitate to employ severe methods
if necessity demanded.

Texas Rangers accepted that extreme sanctions
would almost certainly be required to bring in
Hardin, widely known as a wilful killer. Although he
had been too voung to fight in the war, IHardin cast

John Wesleyv Hardin,
perhaps the worst of all
Texan badmen, finally
captured by Ranger John
B. Armstrong. (Prints and
Photographs Collection,
Barker Texas History
Center, University of
Texas at Austin)

Charles August Johnson of
Company E, Fronticr
Battalion, poses with his
favourite mount 1 1892
{Archives Division, Texas
State Library, Austin)
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: - - = 1: Major Robert McAlpin Williamson
2: Ranger Private
3: Ranger Private




The Battle of Plum Creek, 1840
1: Comanche Warrior
2; Texas Ranger
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1: Colonel John C. Jack’ Hays

2: Mexican Guerrillero
3: Texas Ranger Private

4: Tortillera
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Frontier Defence, 1864
1: Ranger Captain

2: Ranger Private

3: Ranger Sergeant




Frontier Battalion, ¢.1880
1: Major John B. Jones
2: Ranger Private
3: Ranger Private
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Texas Rangers, 1915-30
1: Border Ranger, 1915
2: Captain Jerry Gray, 1921
2 B 3: Ranger C. L. ‘Blackie’ Blackwell, 1921
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Texas Ranger Captains, 1930-50

1: Adjutant General William Warren Sterling, ¢.1930

2: Captain Francis Augustus Hamer, ¢,1932 e 3
3: Captain Manuel T. ‘Lone Wolf Gonzaullas, ¢.1950




Modern Texas Rangers, 1970-90
1: Ranger Aubrey D. Bryce
2: Ranger Ron Stewart

3: Captain Jack Dean
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limselt i the vole of defender ot the "Southern
catse” The son ol a Methodist e het 1 he killed has
st man o when he was 15 vears old and added six
mare to his score by his 17th birthday . Tn May 1874
edin gunned down Deputy Sherdl Charles Webb,
ancd thereatter appeared on wanted posters through-
out the state, With every Tawman in Fexas atter ham
the Killer Hed to Alabama and Flonda Along the way
he added six positive and two possible names to his
list of victims

Despite Hardin's standing as a lethal gunman,
\rmstrong requested the case and then tracked his
man throughout the south, On 23 July 1877 he
cornered his quarey onoa tran i Pensacala, Plovida,
Vrmstrong boarded a vail car 1o face the man he had
travelled hundreds of miles 1o apprehend. Hlardin
was not alone: four compatriots sat nearby, but
Armstrong would not be deterred by such odds
Drawing his long-barrelled Colt 45, Armstrong
appraached the seared fuginve. Hardin immediately
guessed this lawman's emplover: "Texas, by God!" he
shouted. One of Hardin's compamons fired a bullet
through Armstrong's hat, Armstrong blew a hole
through his chest Hardin drew his pistal, but it
became canght on his suspenders and the loss of that
sphit: second  sealed his fate: as he struggled 1o
extricate his revolver, Armstrong knocked him cold
with the sevonsinch barvel of his Cole. Hardin
crumpled 1o the floor and the ranger covered the

Staee Labeary, bichives
Dhivision, Vustin)

Company b Tevas
Kangers Frontier
Hattalion, iSaz ( Fevas

three remaming men, who quickly dropped then
pastols W hen Hardim regamed consciousness he was
i custody on his way back to Texas Armstrong
tll"‘\l'l.lit hoed aterse « |t';.'l.llll to Auson: " Arrested John
Wesley Hardin, Pensacola, Flovida, this pome He had
four men with hime Pl some hively shootng. One ol
therr number Killed, all the rest caprured . Avmstrong
also sent the state’s coiminal element a portentous
message: kil a Texas Tawman and there was no place
where rangers would not stalk you

Hardin was sentenced to 25 vears i prison Lo
killing Depury Sherdl Webb During has rerme he
studhied law, supervised the prison Sunday school,
and made several escape attempts. When pardoned
1804 Hardin was admitted to the bar, and for a time
hus conduct was exemplary. The vear he
mayv {'“t‘ti o | I’i\'m TO SEPVE ax atrorney W hile ih('tt‘.
however, he fell i with the gambling crowd, began
drinking heavily, and exhibited a “quarrelsome dispo-
sition’. On 1o August 1805 Hardin was shaking dice
an B Paso saloon when John Selman, a man he had
offended, casually shot him in the back of the head
Thus ended the carcer of a Killer who boasted
hetween 25 and 3o notches on his pistal grips
Inexplicably, Hardin became o hero o many; bt

Texas Rangers never numbered among his tans,

nesd
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PROGRESS AND
CRISIS, 1891-1934

In 1893 Frederick Jackson Turner delivered his
seminal address, ‘“The Significance of the Frontier in
American History'. Turner’s ‘frontier thesis’ argued
that with free public lands depleted and Indians
settled on government reservations, the process of
westward expansion that had indelibly stamped the
American character had reached its natural con-
clusion. Texas Rangers patrolling remote reaches of
West Texas would have found it difficult to accepr the
Wisconsin professor’s conclusions, for there the old
frontier habits of independence and lawlessness were
still in clear evidence. Yet the more astute rangers
could feel the sharp winds of change. The Frontier
Battalion had been disbanded in 18¢1, the same year
that Maj. Jones had died. In truth, the end had come
not with its leader’s death, but simply because the
unit had outlived its usefulness,

Nevertheless, the sparsely settled regions of south-
west Texas granted safe haven for American outlaws
and Mexican bandirts, who still pillaged both sides of
the border. The few local peace officers were ill-
cquipped to enforce the law and maintain order
without help, and Texas Rangers stood ready to
provide it. In 1894—95 they rode 173,381 miles,
arrested 676 suspects, rounded up and returned 2,856
head of stolen livestock, and supported local lawmen
on a total of 162 occasions.
expedition. (Archives

Division, Texas State
Library, Austin)

Captain Hughes and
Company D, Frontier
Bartalion, mounted for an

In July 1gor the state legislature drafted a new Jayw
that reflected the changing role of the organization
authorizing only four companies of a maximum of 20
men cach. The new ranger force still reported
directly to the governor, but existed *for the purpose
of protecting the frontier against marauding or
thieving parties, and for the suppression of lawless-
ness and crime throughout the state’. Conceived as 3
partisan combat unit, the Texas Rangers were now
unquestionably a state police agency.

Rangers maintained certain traditions regardless.
Captains still selected their own men, who still
steadfastly refused to wear a uniform—not even a
regular badge. They often acted independently, and
their methods were often brutal. Capt. J. A. Brooks
ran Company A out of Alice; Capt. W. J. McDonald
was stationed in Amarillo with Company B; Capt.
John H.Rogers commanded Company C at Fort
Hancock; and Capt. John R.IHughes, the ‘Border
Boss’, patrolled the area around El Paso at the head of
Company D.

Capt. Bill McDonald was one of the new captains
cut out of old cloth. He was a complete stranger to
fear; one admirer proclaimed that ‘Bill McDonald
would charge hell with a bucket of water’. Also an
accomplished raconteur, McDonald planted the seed
that grew into the ‘One Ranger-One Riot” legend. As
McDonald told it, he was dispatched to Dallas to stop
an illegal boxing match, and was greeted at the
railroad depot by the distressed mayor. Glancing
about the station, the nervous official inquired:
“‘Where are the others?”—to which McDonald sup-
posedly replied, ‘Hell! ain’t I enough? There’s only
one prize-fight!” Retold over the vears, various
versions became so embellished that the true storn
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will probably never be known. He also comned the
phrase that became the unofhcial ranger creed: “No
man in the wrong can stand up against a fellow that’s
in the right and keeps on a-comin’.” Although he
achieved the widest fame, McDonald’s record was
probably not superior to that of any other ranger
captain of his time. He did, however, possess a better
understanding of public relations.

During the Mexican Revolution that beganin 1910
and rekindled intermittently for decades thercafter
unrest frequently swept northward across the Rio
Grande. Mexican revolutionaries and renegades

commonly raided the Big Bend region in search of

arms and provisions, and rangers who patrolled that
isolated sector engaged them on several occasions.

Tensions along the border reached a boiling point
when Texans learned of the ‘Plan of San Diego’. This

Company D, Fronticr
Battalion, along with a
Mexican prisoner, sit for a
photograph in 1894.
Captain John R. Hughes is
seated in the chair at right;
the cheerless captive sits
unarmed at far left. Upon
secing this photograph
Hughes dismissed George
Tucker, the man sitting
next to the prisoner, for
leaving his revolver
unguarded and within
reach of a desperate felon.
A few days later, having
taught young Tucker a
critical lesson, the captain
rehired him. (Archives
Division, Texas State

Library, Austin)

was a conspiracy that called for Mexicans along both
sides of the border to ‘liberate’ Texas, New Mexico,
\rizona, and California by installing an independent
republic *which at an appropriate time would seek
annexation with Mexico’. The scheme insisted on the
deaths of every North American over the age of 16
except for women and old men. The mere thought
that the decision of San Jacinto might be undone
chilled and entraged Texans. Citizens of Mexican
descent became suspect overnight,

Expansion and abuse
During World War I Governors Oscar B. Colquit

and James E. ‘Pa’ Ferguson increased the Texas

(Archives Division, Texas
State Library, Austin)

Captain G. I. Schmitt’s
company at 2 Fort Worth
railroad strike in 1886.
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Rangers to 1,000 men, and quality, predictably, fell
short of quantity. Several men entered the ranks who
under normal circumstances would have been rejec-
ted out of hand; some were granted ranger status for
pohtical favours. Abuses were inevitable. In 1917,
during the course of one punitive strike across the
border, as many as 20 innocent Mexicans were
reportedly killed. The heaviest abuse, however, fell

LT RIRRIR. Taeer

on Mexican—American inhabitants of the Rio Grande
Valley, many of whom were roughed up and forced
from their homes. Many fejanos were arrested for no
apparent cause, and later shot ‘while trying to
escape’.

In 1918 Washington lawmakers passed National
Prohibition, which presented the rangers with a new
series of dilemmas. The Eightecenth Amendment masy



have declared all distuilled spirits illegal, but *bootleg-
gers’ nonetheless began a lucrative trade in smuggled
iu]um‘. For Mexican distillers the lure of customers
just across the border was irresistible; smugglers
Lnown as ‘horsebackers’ or fequileros slipped across
the Rio Grande nightly. Many rangers believed the
law to be ludicrous, but the better ones enforeed it
regardless of their personal views, and clashes be-
tween rangers and armed requileros were practically
an everyday occurrence.

The Canales purge
Paranoia and patronage appcared to be the ruling
passions among the politicians in Austin. With the
original rangers so outnumbered by governor-

appointed ‘Special Rangers’ the victimization of

honest citizens continued unabated. In January 1919
State Representative J.T. Canales of Brownsville
initiated a legislative inquiry into numerous ranger
abuses. ‘I am not an enemy to the Ranger foree’, he
insisted. ‘I merely want the personnel purified; I
want efficiency, not destruction.” Canales made 18
charges against the force, the more serious of which
included brutal physical assault, torture, and the
summary execution of prisoners. Witnesses alleged
that between 1914 and 1918 rangers had killed as
many as 5,000 people, nearly all of Mexican descent.
As a result of the hearings the Texas Rangers were
reduced to four companies, cach consisting of 15
men, a sergeant and a captain, While the state
retained a core of experienced professionals, those
who had been ‘arbitrary and overbearing in the
discharge of their duties’ were ejected from the
service. Although the Canales investigation was an
embarrassing ordeal for the institution, nearly all
agreed that much good had ultimately resulted.

Company B, Frontier
Bartealion. Only three
rangers are dressed in
frontier style; the rest
could easily pass for bank
tellers. Note the black
teamster at lower left; his

membership, (Daughters
of the Republic of Texas
Library at the Alamo, San
Antonio)

appearance in the

company portrait would

seem evidence thar the Captain Bill McDonald,
other men considered him — who led Company I3 at

a full participant of the Amarillo in the early 1900s.
unit. Clearly, his bearing (Archives Division, Texas

: iks pride of State Archives, Austin)

The boom years
The ‘Roaring zos' saw Texas Rangers enter the
automobile age to meet new law enforcement chal-
lenges. Sull active in rural regions, rangers icereas-
ingly travelled to urban centres. A labour dispute
brought units to Galveston in 1g2o; while there the
duties, from

rangers performed a multitude ol

guarding property during strikes to delivering cita-
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Barker Texas History
Center, University of
Texas at Austin)

Texas Ranger mounted for
duty, c.188y. (Prints and
Phorographs Collection,

tions for speeding. Across the state *bootleggers’ and
their patrons flagrantly violated Prohibition laws.
Gambling houses and ‘gin sprang up
overnight, and rangers often shut them down just as
quickly.

The oil boom of the 1920s and 1g930s brought
unprecedented wealth to the state and became a
permanent part of the Texas myth. Italso broughtan
assortment of ‘bunco artists’, prostitutes, gamblers,
and various other ne’er-do-wells to the numerous
boom towns. Texas Rangers were rushed in to

joints’

enforce order.

One of the most effective and colourful was M. T
‘I.one Wolf” Gonzaullas. He obtained that nickname
while stationed along the Mexican border because, as
he once related, ‘1 went into lots of fights by myscll]
and T came out by myself too!” During a sweep of a
busy boom town Gonzaullas often arrested more
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people than the local jail could accommodate. In such
cases he resorted to his ‘trotline’; a lengthy, heavy-
duty chain to which lighter trace chains were at-
tached. Dozens were latched to the chain, and
conditions proved uncomfortable and humbling as
locals jeered at the captives. Gonzaullas recalled:
“When they needed to go to a restroom there wasn't
any, so they just passed the bucket.” ‘Lone Wolf” was
always a gentleman, however—at least by Texas
standards. Trace chains were locked around the
men’s necks but around the ankles of the females out
of courtesy to the ‘ladies’. A majority of the offenders
would be released from the ‘trotline’ if they promised
to leave town by sundown, an arrangement which
normally suited all concerned.

In 1932 politics once again disrupted the ranger
force. Adjutant General William Warren Sterling
and a majority of the rangers supported the incum-
bent, Governor Ross Sterling, in his bid for re-
election against Miriam A. ‘Ma’ Ferguson. When
Governor Sterling lost, Adjutant General Sterling
and some 40 rangers quit rather than serve the
Ferguson administration. There was no need to
worry; three days after taking office the new governor
spitefully fired the 44 rangers who had not already
resigned. In their place she installed a motley cadre of
Ferguson cronies, some of whom had criminal
records. The outcome of such heedless patronage was
predictable: ‘Ferguson Rangers’ instantly became a
term of ridicule. One disgusted newspaperman re-
ported: ‘A ranger commission and a nickel will get
you a cup of coffec anywhere in Texas.” Nor
surprisingly, lawbreakers took advantage of the ab-
sence of an effective ranger force. Felons such as
George ‘Machine Gun’ Kelly, Raymond Hamilton,
Joe Palmer, and the deadly duo of Clyde Barrow and
Bonnic Parker ‘shuttled between distant cities hke
commuters’.

Bonnie and Clyde
Officials now appreciated that only men of proven
experience and ability could hope to quell the
growing tide of violence. Texas Prison System
Manager Lee Simmons enlisted ex-ranger Frank
Hamer to hound *mad-dog killers” Barrow and Parker
‘until they were captured or put out of business’
Hamer enlisted the assistance of former ranger B\
‘Manny' Gault, who had served under him



Company A, Texvas
Rangers, on duty in 19o5.
Nate the chuck wagaon in

the background. (Archives
Division, Texas State
Library, Austin)

Headquarters Company. For 1oz days Hamer and
Gault tracked the pair. The leads finally brought
them to a country road near the sleepy hamlet of Plain
Dealing, Louisiana. There, on 23 May 1934, Hamer
and Gault, leading a team of local deputies, intercep-
ted their prey. Hamer recognized the fugitives inside
their stolen getaway car and shouted the command to
open fire. A fusillade of machine gun and rifle fire
riddled the vehicle. An inspection of the sedan’s
bloody interior confirmed that the pair had indeed
been put out of business.

Even though Hammer and Gault had tracked and
killed Bonnie and Clyde as special investigators of the
Texas Prison System, the public well remembered
where they had received their training. Repelled by
the incompetence and graft of the ‘Ferguson Ran-
gers’, Texans demanded their expulsion. During the
1934 gubernatorial race reform of the Texas Rangers
proved a leading campaign issue. Candidate James
V. Allred promised a complete overhauling of the
ranger force. His victory initiated a period of much-
needed reform and modernization.

THE MODERN
TEXAS
RANGERS,
1935-1991

Soon after taking office in 1935 Governor Allred
revoked the commissions of the ‘Ferguson Rangers’
and later that year the Texas Senate proposed the
creation of the Department of Public Safety (DPS).
On 10 August 1935 the DPS commenced operation
and the Texas Rangers were transferred from the
Adjutant General’s Department to the new bureau.
Professor Walter Prescott Webb, historian and
chronicler of the rangers, predicted the organiza-
tion’s collapse under DPS administration. ‘As time
goes on’, he speculated, ‘the functions of the un-uni-
formed Texas Rangers will gradually slip away’.
Webb was wrong. The organization was now
smaller, but the quality of personnel was better than
it had been in years. Morcover, under the new
administrative system, the force ceased to be a
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political pawn. Rangers were organized into five
companies with veteran Tom Hickman as senior
caprain. ‘Lone Wolf* Gonzaullas directed the Burcau
of Intelligence, which was charged with gathering
and analysing evidence at crime scenes. Rangers
began to enjoy state-of-the-art techniques of criminal
investigation. Gonzaullas asserted that ‘scientific
methods are proving to be more effective than any
“third degree™’, and the events of 1938 affirmed his
conviction. That vear evidence furnished by his
crime lab dispatched 14 felons to the electric chair
and led to sentences totalling 4,800 years.

When the Second World War began in 1939 Frank
[Hamer saw no point in waiting for his country to
declare hostilities. Upon learning that Nazi agents
were being parachuted into England, he offered 50
ex-rangers to provide coastal protection and thwart
sabotage. On 5 September 1939 Hamer received the
following telegram: ‘“The King greatly appreciates
vour offer. Please apply British Embassy, Washing-
ton’. Hamer was busy making the nccessary arrange-
ments when the US State Department, anxious to
preserve its neutral status, quashed the endeavour.

Nevertheless, rangers did their part during the
war. From 1942 to 1945 morc than 45,000 prisoners
of war were interned in Texas, and rangers occasion-
ally tracked escapees. When the US Rangers fought
their w ay on to the Normandy beaches German
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Captain R. W. Aldrich and
rangers of Company 1A,
c.1919. During the Mexican
Revolution Texas Rangers
played a significant role as
they protected the
residents of remaote Wese
Texas against bandit raids.
(Archives Division, Texvas
State Library, Austin)

media mistakenly recounted that they were Texas
Rangers. This report greatly unsettled both German
soldiers and civilians, and the Reich Minister of
Propaganda himsell subsequently
story.

corrected the

Texas grew rapidly in the post-war years; the 19350
census revealed that it had become an urban state,
meaning that for the first time more citizens lived in
urban than rural areas. Large concentrations of
people generated new law enforcement challenges,
and the DPS and the Texas Rangers met them head-
on. In 1949 the State Legislature had approved
construction of a new DPS headquarters building in
Austin. That same vear the department acquired its
first airplane, and a ranger became its first pilot-
investigator. Statistics demonstrated the burgeoning
role of the Texas Rangers: in 1935 the rangers
participated in 255 cases; in 1955 they handled 16,701
cases.

[oxploits during the 19350s turther strengthened the
Texas Ranger legend. When patients at the Rusk
Hospital for the Criminally Insane took hostages and
threatened to kill them, Ranger Capt. R. A. ‘Bob’
Crowder entered the facility alone; after a calm
discussion with the leader of the mob, (’.rm\dcr.
persuaded the other inmates to capitulate. None ol
the hostages nor the patients were harmed. Rangers
also provided a steady presence when opponents of



school integration threatened violence. Local thugs
cager to harass black children proved less willing to
confront Texas Rangers.

In 1967 the force and its tactics once more came
under fire. In the late
questioned historic values; it was the time of long
hair, free love, and Acid Rock. Perhaps it was
inevitable that an mstitution as rooted in tradition as
the Texas Rangers would become a target for protest.
Rangers personified the no-nonsense approach to law
enforcement, and were summoned when local officers

19hos many  Americans

had to face dangerous felons. As one old hand
observed: *Whenever there’s a mean ass, then they
call on us.’

That hard-boiled outlook became part of the
problem when Mexican-American migrant farm
workers went on strike in the Rio Grande Valley,
Union members threatened to shut down public
transportation and officers in Starr County requested
assistance. Relying on time-honoured methods, ran-
gers ‘enforced the law by physical persuasion’. But
these were not the hard cases with whom they
normally dealt, being for the most part peaceful

protesters working for social change. Soon charges of

civil rights violations and discrimination arose from
protesters, politicians, and the press. “The Rangers
may indeed now patrol in automobiles instead of on
horses’, one Minnesota professor chided, ‘but unfor-

tunately therr minds stll seem to work in a rgid
nincteenth-century mode. The times have passed
them by, and they sull believe that enforcement by
fear and at pistol point is good police practice.”
Although overstated, such criticism was to some
degree justified; rangers were ill-trained to recognize
the shadow arca between the written law and social
trends. One ranger later admitted as much when he
remarked that the force had endeavoured ‘to cope
with current problems by using yesterdays™ tools’. As
in the 1919 Canales investigation, contention initi-
ated reform, and since 1967 Texas Rangers have not
been deployed during labour disputes.

The modern ranger is the ¢lite of Texas law
enforcement. To even be considered for the foree an
officer must have had at least eight years of commis-
stoned experience, including two years with the DPS,
Additionally he must have a minimum of 6o hours of
college credit. Officials grant appointments based on
competitive examination and individual interviews.

Unidentified Texas
Ranger, 19zos. Although
this cigar-chomping
ranger now patrols in an
automobile rather than on
horscback, he still stufls
riding pants into cowbaoy
boots. Note also the broad
and fully stocked gunbelt.
The notice painted on the

spare tyre cover, 1AM THE
LAWTO-DAY, Is a message
to local law officials as well
as local hoods; as agents of
the state, Texas Rangers
superseded town and
county authorities.
(Archives Division, Texas
Stare Library, Austin)
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Today’s rangers possess better education, training,
and hardware than their predecessors. In 1987 the
average ranger was 45 years of age, and 28 had
undergraduate degrees; two boasted Master’s de-
grees. Every ranger is required to attend a minimum
of 40 hours of in-service training annually, but most
far exceed that requirement.

Rangers still handle the most perilous cases, and
they stay ready. Every ranger is issued a service
revolver, 12-gauge shotgun, and Ruger semi-
automatic rifle. If more firepower is required each of
the six companies is equipped with sniper rifles,
infrared scopes, tear gas guns, gas masks and
grenades.

Visitors to the State Cemetery in Austin often
overlook one dilapidated headstone. The elements
have eroded the inscription, but the determined may
still make it out:

BIG FOOT
WALLACE
HERE LIES HE WIIO
SPENT HIS MANHOOD
DEFENDING THE HOMES

OF TEXAS

BRAVE HONEST

AND FAITHTI UL

Since 1823 Texas Rangers have defended the
homes of Texas, and while they have swapped their
horses for patrol cars and helicopters, the quality of
their manhood remains unchanged. Texans are aware
of their achievements and are appreciative; when the
author paid his respects on a chilly January day in
1991, fresh flowers rested on Bigfoot's grave.

THE PLATES

A: Williamson’s Rangers, 1836

Ar: Major Robert McAlpin Williamson
Alawyer, Williamson normally dressed in the appare
favoured by his profession; while commanding the
Texas Rangers, however, he dressed the part of @
rough-hewn frontiersman. Prior to the battle of San
Caprain Jerry Gray, c.r92r. History Center, Universiiy

(Prints and Photographs of Texas at Austin)
Collection, Barker Texas



Five Ranger Captains,
1932 an lustn
photographer captured
this gathering of rangers
whose combined service
strerched from 1876 to
1933 Seated, Captain Dan
W. Roberts; standing, from
left to right, Caprain J. A.
Brooks, Adjutant General
William W. Sterling,
Captain Frank A. Hamer,
and Captain John

R. Hughes. (Archives
Division, Texas Stare
Library, Austin)

b s
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Jacinto Williamson reportedly wore a ‘suit of buck-
skin’, smudged and stff from the elements, and a fur
cap with no fewer than nine coon tails attached. After
the war ‘Three-Legged Willie’ had his trousers
tailored to cover his wooden appendage, but it is
unlikely that he would have bothered to style his
buckskins in such a manner. Like many rangers,
Williamson is shown here with a double-barrelled
shotgun, which was far easier to fire from horseback
than the vaunted long rifle.

Az: Ranger Private

This simply-clothed farmer wears shirt and trousers
home made of a material called linsey-woolsey, or
more commonly linsey, which was originally woven
of linen and wool. Cotton and wool were preferred in
Texas, but the name stuck. One account told how
frontier women ‘carded and spun wool into rolls and
varn and used the cotton as warp and the wool as
woof, and made a fine quality of homemade [linsey],
which was dyed black with walnut bark and made
into coats, vests and pants, which was of great benefit
and highly appreciated’. The well-worn brogans are
similar to those seen throughout the South during the
1830s. His canteen is fashioned from a native gourd.

This man does carry a long rifle but, unlike the more
expensive models, it is of the no-frills variety.

Aj3:Ranger Private

Not all Texas Rangers were backwoodsmen; this
figure illustrates a well-to-do planter or attorney, or
perhaps a volunteer newly arrived from the ‘old
states’. Whatever his background, his attire contrasts
with that of the other figures. The frock coat, cravat,
and waistcoat were de riguenr for all ‘gentlemen’. His
tall hat could be made of silk, but beaver was more
common. Most old-time Texians liked to chew their
tobacco, but this man prefers to smoke his in a clay
pipe; he keeps the casily broken pipe out of harm’s
way by securing it in his hatband. The sash around
his waist provides a cavalier flair, but also serves to
secure a flintlock pistol. Like Maj. Williamson he
prefers a shotgun, in this case a civilian fowling picce.
Indeed, his heavy riding boots are the only con-
cession to the frontier. The silver Mexican spurs
would have been bought, or perhaps captured, after
coming to Texas.

B: The Bartle of Plum Creck, 1840
Background figures depict not only the wide range of
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siawn-ofl 1z-gauge
shotzun.

{ Luthor's collection;
courtesy of VMichael
Parrish)

Bonnic Parker and Clyde
Barrow, c.1g33: clowning
for the camera, Bonnic
brandishes one of her
favoured weapons, a

civilian apparel worn by rangers, but also the myriad
styles of Comanche dress.

Br: Comanche Warrior

The main Comanche figure is the warrior described
by Reverend Z. N. Morrell. The brave has adorned
his stolen finery with several special Indian touches.
e draws attention to an old battle scar by ringing it
with war paint, and is armed with a distinctive war

club called the teknimup.

I3z: Texas Ranger
The main ranger figure portrays an American resi-
dent of San Antonio de Béxar, The ensemble of this

cocksure gentleman clearly reveals the influence of

tejana  fashion, which includes  claborately  em-
broidered Mexican jacket, spike-rowelled spurs, and

a vaguero saddle. At the same time he jealously retains
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(Nuthor's collection,;
courtesy of Michael
Yarrish)

Captain Frank IHamer,
c. 1034 the nemesis of
Bonnie and Chde

his southern planter’s hat, buckskin trousers, and
Wellington boots. Weapons consist of a double-
barrelled percussion shotgun and a brace of flintlock

pistols.

C: Los Diablos Tejanos, 1847

Cr: Captain Ben McCulloch

A period lithograph shows McCulloch in a wide-
brimmed hat, floppy cravat, white wide-collar shirt,
waisteoat, and day jacket. Tle stufls his trousers into
heavy top-boots, which he also used as a convenient
haven for his Bowie knife. Tike many carly “Texmans,
he has adopted the huge Mexican spurs. The captain
has holstered his five-shot Colt Patterson revolver

(2 Ranger Sergeant
Like his captain, the sergeant is dressed mna fairly
orthodox fashion, complete with white shirt, cravat,

and wide-collared coat. [ lis only symbols of rank arca



Iaken during the late
ro4os, this image
evemplifies the co-
evistence of old traditions
and new technologies. The
helicoprer pilot identifics
the location of stolen
cartle, but the ranger still
finds that some jobs are
hest performed from
horseback. (Texas Stare
Library, Archives
Division, Austin)

military cloth cap and the sash around his waist. He
sports garish checkered overalls typical of the period;
note the tight, narrow cut, and the strap attached
under the instep. Iis weapons are a Patterson Colt
revolver and flintlock pistols. He is depicted here
menacingly testing the edge of his massive Bowie
knife.

C3: Ranger Lieutenant

This figure represents a Southern planter type. He
also wears checkered trousers, but in a more subtle
pattern than C2. An obligatory waistcoat is worn, but
note the low cut of this one. Our man, in a somewhat
threatening fashion, is cleaning his Colt Patterson
revolver; observe that the Patterson’s trigger retracts
unn:l the hammer has been drawn to the cocked
position.

Cy4: Mexican Peon

The peon—a common labourer— wears white mus-
! ve loose cotton fabric. Pants were cut
mhﬁﬁm Mﬁ:ﬁ: but wider near the ankle; the

plain pull-over shirt has wide sleeves; and a brightly-
coloured sash secures the pants. Crude rawhide
sandals protect his feet.

D: Hays’s Rangers, 1848

D1: Colonel John C. ‘Jack’ Hays

Mexican War veteran Albert G. Brackett left us a
splendid description of Hays as he appeared
Mexico: ‘He was very plainly dressed, and wore a
blue roundabout, black leather cap, and black pants,
and had nothing about him to denote that he
belonged to the army, or held military rank in it. His
face was sun-browned; his cheeks gaunt, and his dark
hair and dark cyes gave a shade of melancholy to his
features; he wore no beard or moustache; and his
small size—he being about five feet eight—made him
appear more like a boy than a man.’

The roundabout was a military jacket, but was
often adapted for civilian wear. The lone star insignia
is attached to the front of the leather cap. He is
mounted astride a Mexican saddle which, along with
his spiked spurs, denotes an element of cultural
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borrowing from his tejano neighbours. Many US
regulars were astounded by the firepower of the
Texas Rangers, most of whom were absolutely
festooned with a diverse assortment of weaponry, and

Hays was no exception. In his belt he sticks a brace of
flintlock pistols, and holstered on the belt are two of

the enormous Walker Colt revolvers. He fastens the
ubiquitous Bowie knife on his right hip and slings his
long rifle across the saddle horn.

Dz: Mexican Guerrillero

Like that of the rangers, the attire of the guerrillero
was a matter of individual taste. This unlucky
irregular wears colourful ranchero clothing. His
tooled leather leggings are called gamuzas. Guerril-
leros attempted to inspire terror with a wide assort-
ment of macabre trappings; the death’s-head device
on the black lance pennon is based on surviving
examples and would have been typical.

Dj: Texas Ranger Private
‘Rip’ Ford wrote of several ‘little affairs’ on the road

from Orizaba to Veracruz, and recalled that ‘in one of

—_—

N
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these a Mexican officer, said to be a general, wae
killed. His uniform and chapeau were donned by 2
ranger’. This figure wears the hat and uniform coat of
a Mexican general of brigade. It is exceedingly
unlikely, however, that he would have adopted the
entire uniform, and the rest of his ensemble appears
in stark contrast to the captured regalia. Obviously
fond of Mexican fashions, this ranger has ‘borrowed’
a pair of white muslin pants and the colourful overalls
typical of those worn by wvagueros in the Veracruz
area. The ankle boots have a type of patent spurs that
screwed directly into the wooden heel. This ranger
carries a Walker Colt and has a Bowie knife on his
belt, and has unquestionably succeeded in his efforts
‘to dress as outlandishly as possible’.

Dy: Tortillera

The clothing of the tortillera 1s more practical than
provocative. Making rortillas was sweaty, back-
breaking work and was normally relegated to servants
or street vendors. Ignoring the shocked glances of
American invaders, Mexicans deemed it perfectly
natural that a woman engaged in such a task would
open her blouse to catch the air. The stone slab upon
which she pounds unleavened cornmeal is a metate.
Mexican women often covered their heads with an
ornately embroidered shawl called a reboso. It is
unlikely, however, that the tertillera would continue
to wear the reboso at the same time hot work
compelled her to lower her blouse.

E: Canadian River Campaign, 1878

Ex: Captain John S. ‘Rip’ Ford

Ford wears a wide-brimmed hat adorned with the
lone star insignia, a morning coat, and striped
trousers tucked into heavy top-boots. Large Mexican
spurs complete the outfit. He is armed with a Colt
IFirst Model Dragoon revolver.

Ez: Iron Jacket

Iron Jacket is often incorrectly depicted wearing
plate armour. In fact he wore vestiges of a Spanish
coat of mail, but by 18358 there was reportedly little of
it remaining. He probably wore the armour more for

Texas lake. (Texas State
Library, Archives Division,
lustin)

In 1948 Ranger Dub Naylor
donned a diving suit to
search fora body ina



s *medicine’ than the protection it provided. e
wiclds a Comanche war horn, alter the one housed in
the Texas Memorial Museum. The war w histle that
hangs about his neck was used to give signals during
battle.

I3: Ranger Private

This figure wears a pleated shirt and vaquero-style
trousers reinforced by a leather section. His firearms
are a Colt Second Model .44 Dragoon (Model 1848)
and a shotgun.

I Frontier Defence, 1864

Fr: Ranger Captain

This frontier veteran dresses formally in black frock
coat, trousers, and waistcoat. The Palmetto hat 1s
reminiscent of those worn by Southern planters, and
was far more comfortable during hot T'exas summers
than those made of beaver or felt. He wears a

Mexican blanket draped across his shoulders, a style
affected by many old-timers. Sentimentality and
stubbornness compel him to retain the old-fashioned
Walker Colt revolver that he has used since the

Mexican- American War,

Fz: Ranger Private

Details are drawn from a period photograph of Dr.
Rufus C. Burleson’s ranging company. The linsey
shirt and trousers would have been representative of
those worn by farm boys across the state. His tall
riding boots, however, show him to be a horseman —a
western ‘cowboy’, not an castern ‘plowboy’. Most
weapons left Texas with state troops serving in

Texas Rangers like to be
prepared. This
photograph, taken in 1950,
displays equipment
removed from Ranger

John Wood's patrol car
“'I'H.'ﬂ h[.' wis JIS.\'UL‘(-* anecw
one, (Texas State Library,
Archives Division, Austin)
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castern theatres; frontier defenders received what
little remained. In this case, the teenager carries an
antiquated percussion shotgun that is probably older
than he is.

F3: Ranger Sergeant

The vestiges of his Confederate service are the shell
jacket, which is homespun butternut rather than
regulation grey, and worn laced brogans. The brim of
his slouch hat 1s turned up to better display the lone
star insignia. e does not carry a sidearm, as it would
be difficult for a one-armed man to load; instead he
favours a sawn-off double-barrelled shotgun, devas-
tating at short range.

G: Frontier Battalion, c. 1880

Gr: Major John B. Jones

Jones is wearing the typical bib-front “fireman’s shirt’
with neckerchief. Firearms are the Colt 45 revolver
and the round-barrel carbine version of the Winches-
ter ‘Yellow Boy’. The major established a reputation
as a meticulous dresser, even in the field.

Gz: Ranger Private

This man wears a wide-brimmed hat, white shirt,
vest, and gaudy checkered trousers over boot tops.
He is armed with a later type “Wesson® shotgun, and
carrics ammunition in the haversack slung over his
shoulder. Repudiating the stereotype, this ranger
does not carry a six-shooter.

Gj3: Ranger Private

This long-haired fellow wears a short jacket unbut-
toned, and packs a Model 1874 Sharps Sporter witha
join. barrel.

H: McNelly's Rangers, 1870

Hi: Captain Leander H. McNelly

Sombre in appearance and demeanour, McNelly
dresses formally in dress coat, vest, and neck-tie. His
striped trousers are of a tvpe which enjoyed wide
popularity in the 1870s. Weapons are a Colt revolver
and a Sharps rifle.

Hz: Ranger Sergeant

Contrasting with McNelly’s decorous ensemble, the
sergeant wears garb more typical of the average 18708
ranger. IHis attire marks him as a horseman; the high-
topped boots are equipped with a riding heel, his
hands arc protected from reins by heavy leather
gauntlets, and a bandanna around his neck can
quickly cover his mouth and nose from choking dust.
Note the stars on the gauntlets and boots; the lone
star symbol was affected not only by rangers, but by
proud Texans in all walks of life, and by the 18708
there was something approaching a cult of the lon¢
star in Texas fashion.

Hj3: Ranger Private
The apparel of the vouthtul private does not notably

State Library, Archives
Division, \ustin)

Ranger I, J. Banks, 1951, in
the typical khaki attire of
the 1g50s ranger. (Texas



Rangers breakfast on black
coflee before beginning a
horseback patrol of the
rugwed West Texas
countryside sometime in
the late ros0s. (Texas State
Iibrary, Archives Division,
lustin)

differ from that worn by most Texas cowboys of the
period. Note the elaborate embroidery (probably
hand-stitched by his sweetheart) thar decorates the
bib of his ‘fireman’s shirt’ and the galaxy of stars that
adorn his outfit. This young man is left-handed, thus
the cross-draw position of his holstered Colt revolver.

Iy: Nueces Strip outlaw

This melancholy felon wears a distinctive Mexican
jacket that extends only to mid-waist. The short
jackets, which were produced in a wide assortment of
bright colours, secem always to have been worn over a
white shirt. His vaquero trousers are shielded by the
richly tooled leather gamuzas. He enjoys a last smoke
while sitting astride the pilfered Dick Heye saddle
that has been his undoing.

I: Texas Rangers, 1915-1930

Ir: Border Ranger, 1915

This figure is drawn from a photograph of a ranger
taken in Rio Grande City, Texas. By the turn of the
century many rangers had rejected the historie Colt
revolver for the Colt .45 automatic, as here. His rifle is
the Model 1895 Winchester carbine, which had
proved effective during the Spanish-American War

and when employed by civilian hunters; produced
until 1938, this box-magazine repeater was widely
sold abroad. Sull distinctly Texan, this man’s twill
shirt and khaki trousers present a more modern
appearance than the traditional cowboy attire.

Iz: Captain Jerry Gray, 1921

Details are from a photograph in the Barker Texas
History Center at the University of Texas. Like many
of his predecessors who had served along the Mex-
ican border, Gray reveals a taste for Hispanic
fashions. Note the straw sombrero, the double-row
cartridge belt, and the elaborate stitching on the
uppers of his ‘stovepipe’ boots, which have snout-
nosed toes and thick soles.

I3: Ranger C. L. ‘Blackie’ Blackwell, 1921

The figure was drawn after a photograph taken at
Presidio, Texas, which portrays Blackwell as he
appeared while serving with Capt. Gray. ‘Blackie’ has
adopted several Mexican accoutrements including an
imposing sombrero, bandolier, and oversized ban-
danna. He packs two Colt revolvers and the Model
1895 Winchester carbine.
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J: Texas Ranger Captains, 1930—195

J1: Adjutant General William Warren Sterling,
c.1930

Born on the family ranch in 1891, young Sterling was
the living image of a Texas cowboy. By the time he
became adjutant general, however, neckties and
three-piece suits constituted his everyday dress, Even
so, vestiges of his brush country upbringing remain;
note the wide-brimmed Stetson hat, the massive
buckle and belt, and, of course, his cowboay boots.
Broad-shouldered, rugged and tall; Sterling once
served as the model for a Texas Ranger statue.

Jz: Captain Francis Augustus Hamer, c.193z2
Born in 1884, Hamer grew up in West Texas and in
his youth hired out as a wrangler. Because he knew
and had been the genuine article, Hamer despised
those ‘drugstore cowboys’ who wore range gear only
to awe city slickers; consequently, Frank - few called
him Francis more than once—refused to wear boots
and riding outfit unless he was acrually in the saddle.
Photographs taken after he killed Clyde Barrow and
Bonnie Parker show him attred as a typical 1930s
businessman, in suit and tie. Here he is shown
inspecting Parker’s sawn-off shotgun, one of 15
fircarms removed from the outlaws’ car following the
fatal ambush.

J3: Captain Manuel T. ‘Lone Wolf” Gonzaullas,
C.1950

Reported to have been the ‘niftiest dresser in the
Ranger Service’, Gonzaullas is shown as he appeared
near the end of his career, Period photographs show
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Lquipment used by the
Texas Rangers in the
rg50s. (Texas State

Captain ML T *Lone Wolf™
Gonzaullas, whose
‘trotline’ timed oil-boom
towns in the rgzos, as he

Library, Archives
Division, Austin)

appeared toward the (_-mf
of his carcer. ( Texas Sure
Library, Archives Divisiom
lustin)



Jone Wolf® wearing an all-khaki outfit; a white
Stetson, and polished black Wellington boots. An
avid weapon collector, Gonzaullas is depicted pack-
ing ornamented twin Colt .45 revolvers; these were
“dress’ pistols and were not typical of the plain ones
he normally carried in the field.

K: Modern Texas Rangers, 1970-1990
Kr:Ranger Aubrey D. Bryce

Attire consists of a white cowboy hat, white dress
shirt, black tie, tan gabardine trousers, and polished
black cowboy boots. The ranger badge is worn over
the left breast. Note the tie tack in the form of the
ranger badge. During the hot summer months he
would probably opt for a short-sleeve white shirt.

.2: Ranger Ron Stewart
Stewart wears a straw cowboy hat, white dress shirt,
black tie, a leather vest, western-cut twill trousers,
and cowboy boots. The badge is worn on the vest—as
always, on the left breast. His belt buckle 1s a
variation on the state seal; Texans stll display a
distinct fondness for their lone star insignia.

K3: Captain Jack Dean

The captain is shown here in the only ‘semi-official’
apparel the Texas Rangers ever had, the tan gabar-
dine suit, ‘worn mainly for funerals and photo-
graphs’. The suit was always worn with a white
cowboy hat, black tie, and polished cowboy boots.
Capt. Dean, however, reports that this formal dress
was discontinued in the mid-1970s. Now, as in the
old days, Texas Rangers dress as they please.

Caprain Clint Peoples.
After eleven years as a DPS
patrolman, Peoples
became a Texas Ranger in
r946. He made caprain

seven years later, and in
196g became senior ranger
caprtain. (Texas State
Library, Archives Division,
Austin)

Notes sur les planches en couleur

Ar “Willie le ri-jambiste’ avait une déformation de fa jambe droite blogquée qu'il
portait replide au genou, il avait une jambe de bois 4 partir du genou. Ce qui ne
Vempechait pas de monter a cheval, de combattre ef méme de danser ... Notez le
bonnetde fourrure et ses neuf queucs de raton laveur, et la carabine bien plus facile a
muanier A cheval que le long fusil. Az 11 énait courant pour les volontaires les plus
pauvres de porter des vétements simples de fermicr tissés d la maison. Notez sa
gamelle faite dans unefnurdc, et e long fusil. A3 Certains Gardes Montés étaient
I!.h’ citading aists ou des propricuaires terriens ot ce costume, auguel des bottes
d'équitation e une ceinture de style local ont €té ajoutées, reflére sa position sociale.
E:‘“m s enarricre-plan montrent le vaste éventail de vétements civils que
- Gardes Mantes pormient vers 1640, ot la varieté des costumes portés par les

! Bl(’ft ple extréme st itué d'apres la description donnée
par un témoin d'un g Vi | pagne; il porte une parure
curopeenne volee. Une ancienne cicatrice de bataille est encerelée en peinture, et il
porte Ie tekniwup, la massue de guerre, Bz Un Garde Monté de San Antonio de
Tear, dans un mélange de costume cen et de tejano mexical

i [)'aprés une lithographic d'epogue de ce celeb itai
i L d re capitaing; notez le couteau de
chasse passé dans la le revolver Colt Pauerson dans son etui et les enormes
Bonnet et la ceinture militaires sont les seules concessions

perons mexicains. Cz
i militaire; los ' de certe perinde, de

cette

¢
2 lamade pantalons i sunt
it que le meélange dos pistoless 3 picree et du nouvean Colt Patterson. C3 Le type

E T O

Farbiafeln

Ar Der “dreibeinige Willie' hatte ein deformiertes rechies Bein, dessen untere
Halfte ein Holzbein war, und permanent im konie abgebogen. Das hinderte thn aber
weder am Reiten, Kampfen oder auch Taneen! Man beachte die Pelemutee mit
thren neun Waschbarenschwanzen, und die Flinte, die 2u Plerde viel leichier zu
handhaben war als dic lange Buchse. Az Schhichte, daheim gewebte Farmer-
Kleidung war normal fur dic armeren Frenwilligen. Siche Krugartige Feldflasche
und lange Duchse. A3 Einige der Rangers waren wohlhabende Stadier oder
Guisbesitzer, und dicses Kostum mit Rensuefeln und Scharpe fokaler Art b diese
Position erkennen

B Dic Gesmalten im Hintergrund zeigen dic grobe Vielfalt an verschicdenen
Kaostimen, dic von den Rangers circa 1840 getragen wurden, aber auch die
vielfalugen Trachien der Komanchen-Indianer. B Dieses extreme Beispael beruhe
auf cinem Augenzeugenbericht uber einen Krieger in seiner geplunderten curopais-
chen Gala, der in diesem Feldeug gesehen wurde. Eine alie Knegsnarbe ist mit
IParbe cingerahmi, und er st mit einer Tekniwup-RKricgskeule bewatiner Ba Ein
Runger von San Antonio de Bexar, in ciner kombimerten europaschen und
mextkanischen Tejano-Kleidung

Ci1 Nuch einer zeugenossischen Lithographie, die diesen beruhmten Caprain zeigre:
siche Bowie-Messer im Snefel, den Colt Patterson ym Haliter, und die nesigen
mexikanischen Sporen. Cz2 Die Militarkappe und die Scharpe sind dic cinsigen
K ; Lleid :

an Militar £ die karierte Hose ist typiseh fur jene Zeit. ebenso
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d'oflicier ‘planteur sudiste’, en tenue caraetéristique. Cy Chenise pull-over unie
manches larges, et pantalon resserre aux cuisses mais ample plus bas sur la jambe,
tous deus en mousseline blanche; sandales en peau; et canture de couleur: ¢'est
LENUE PAYSANNE CATACTENST e

D Daprés une deseniption démillee de ce eclebre commandant parun vereran de la
Guerre du Mexique. Notez Uinsigne de *Péroile solitre’ du Texas, tres populaire a
partir de cette date; er Faccoutrement mexicain pour monter a cheval. Le vaste
deploiement d'armes est caracterisuque, v compris les deux revolvers Colt Walter.
Dz Costume de ranchero typig colore, 'embléme de téte de mort sur le
pennon de la lance provient d'un exemple qui a cte sauve. D3 Un Garde Monté
porte des picces d'uniforme d'un general mexicain assassing, qu'il a volées lors d'un
engagement sur la route de Veracruz; nous les présentons avee des parures de
jambes typiques des vagueros de la region, et I'énorme barbe notee par des témoins.
14 Costume local de femme dont le travail lui donne chaud: le confort emportait
sur la pudeur.

Er Le commandant de cette campagne contre des Comanches ‘a Veste de Fer” porte
un melange de ve de cére i¢ et de tenue de cheval, notez i nouveau
I'insignea ctoile. Le revolver estun Colt Dragoon, rer modele. B2 1. i 'Veste
de Fer® éuait le vesuge d'une tres ancienne cote de mailles espagnole, 11 porte un cor
de guerre comanche, et un sifler de signal au cou, E3 Noter la chemise i plis;
pantalon vaquero avee renfort de cuir; et revolver Colt Dragoon zéme modele de
1848, Comme tant de Gardes Montés au X1Xe siecle, il porte une carabine comme
arme de vir rapproche pour les combars a cheval.

F1 Un autre type de planteur sudiste, avec couyerture mexicaine ajoutee, le chapean
de paille érait populaire en éte. Fa D'aprés une photographic d’épogue. 1 ne restai
plus que les jeunes gargons et les hommes ages pour garder la fronoere pendant la
Guerre civile, avee des armes surannées, F3 Un vétéran de la Guerre eivile blesse,
rentré pour garder la frontiére 4 cheval, il porte son chapeau des Conféderds et ln
veste ‘butternut’. Tl aurait ¢t impossible de charger un pistolet d'une seule main, il
porte done une carabine 4 canon trongonné,

Gt Major Jones porte le type de chemise surnommee ‘chemise de pompier’, &
plastron, elle éuait populaire et élégante et présentait un aspect semi-milicaire; il ¢eag
connu comme dandy. 1l porte un Colt .45 et une Winchester *Yellow Boy’ comme
armes, Gz La scule arme i1 est la carabine Wesson, dont les cartouches sont
transportées dans le havresac, De nouveau le costume a plutot un caractere citadin
G3 L'arme est un Sharps Sporter de 1874 avee canon de jo pouces.

Hi La sombre tenue de ce commandant célébre pour sa brutalite suit la mode
respectable des années 1870, 1 preferaic le fusil Sharps 4 un seul coup car il obligeait
ses hommes @ viser avee le plus grand soin. Ha Cavalier texan habille de manicre
plus flamboyante; notez 4 nouveau Pembleme de I'étoile solitaire, qui apparait
jusque sur les zants et les bortes, H3 Costume de cowboy typigue de cette penode, sa
chemise a ete brodée par sa mére ou sa bien-aimee. Hy En costume vaquero, 1l est
assis sur la selle Dick Heye d'un grand prix, qu'il a volée et qui lui a codte la vie
MeNelly deéclara qu'il ferait la chasse i quiconque serait pris ¢n train d'en utiliser
une apres qu'un grand nombre ait éte vole,

I A cerre date les Colt .45 automatiques ot les Winehester de 1859 remplagaient les
anciens modeles 4 la frontiere, comme sur ce tableau, pris d'apres une photographic
d"un Garde Monte a Rio Grande City T2 I apres une photographie; Capitaine Giray
conserve Paspect hispanigue exonque d'une epoque revolue, jusque dans les annces
1920, 13 D'apres unc photographic prise 4 Presidio, de un des Gardes Montes de
Capt. Gray.

J1 Le Stetson, le ceinturon a la boucle énorme, et les bottes de cowboys restérent
pendant de nombreuses années (et méme encore avjourd’hui) le style favor des
Gardes Montes méme lorsqu'ils portaient un costume de cére e J2 1.

qui tua Bonnic and Clyde éuit issue d'un vrai milicu de cowboy, et meprisait les
hommes qui s habillaient selon la made occidentale lorsqu'ils ne parcouraient pas la
plaine a cheval. Cette photographic le présente en train d'inspecter une carabine
prise dans le vchicule des jeuncs gangsters, il porte un costume d'hommes daffaires
Ja*Lone Woll™ qui avait réduit a I'oberssanee de nombreuses villes petroliferes dans
S jeunesse, porre la tenue entierement kaki en vogue chez les Gardes Montés du
XX siccle; mais noter que ¢e sont ses propres véements personnel et non pas un
uniforme réglementaire, yue les Gardes Montes evitent encore de porter de nos
jours.

K Trois variantes de tenue moderne caractéristiques de Garde Monté; le scul arricle
officiel est U'insigne porté a gauche sur la poitrine.
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die Kambination ven SteinschloB-Pistolen und dem neven Pattersan-Caole. €y ier
typische Sudstaaten-Pllanzer als Offizier i typischer Kleidung Cy Finfarbige
FHemdhluse mit weiten Armeln, Hose enganliegend an den Schenkeln, aber lose
weiter unten; beide Kleidungssuucke aus weillem Musselin, Ledersandalen und
farbige Scharpe —alles typische Bauernkleidung.

4

D1 Nach ciner cingehenden Bescl g dieses beruh K fanten

durch cinen mexikanischen Krnegsvereranen Man beachte das ‘Lone Swar'-
Abzeichen von Texas, das von dieser Zeit an hochst popular war, und das
mexikanische Reitzubehor. Dic groBbe Waffenauswahl ist typisch, nkl. zweier
Walker-Colt-Revolver. Dz Typisch farlriges Ranchero-Kostum, der Totenkopf am
Lanzen-Wimpel stammt von ¢inem erhalten geblichenen Stuck D3 Fin Ranger
trug Uniformieile cines getoreten mexikanischen Generals, gestohlen ber den
Kampfen auf der Strabe von Veracruz; wir zeigen dies hier zusammen mit den
typischen Beinklendern eines Vaguero, ebenso wie den von Augenzeugen geschil-
derten groflen Bart. Dy Lokale Kleidung ciner Frau, dic in heiber Umgebung
arbeitet; Bequemlichkeit war dabei wichtiger als Anstand

E1 Der Kommandant in der Kampagne gegen dic Komanchen von Tron Jacker trahie
hier eine Mischung aus formeller und Renklewdung, siche auch hier wieder das
Sternabzeichen von Texas. Der revolver ist ¢in Colt Dragoon, « Modell Ez Der
Panzer von Iron Jacket bestand aus dem Uberrest cines alien spanischen
Panzerhemds, Er tragt ein Komanchen-Knegshorn, und um den Hals geschlungen
cine Signalpfeifc. E3 Siche das plissierte Hemd, die Vaguero-Hose nit Lederbesats
und Colt Dragoon, 2. Modell, aus dem Jahre 1848. Wie soviele Rangersim 1g. Jahr-
hundert tragt cr ein kurzlaufiges Gewehr fur den Kampi z2u Plerde

F1 Ein anderer Pllanzer aus den Sudstaaten, mit susatzlicher mexikamischer Decke,
der Strohhut war im Sommer belicbt, F2 Nach einem zengenossischen Foro. Sur
Knaben und alte Manner waren ubriggeblichen, um im Burgerk it altmodis-
chen Waffen die Grenze #u schutzen. F3 Ein verwundeter Veteran aus dem
Burgerkrieg kehre wieder zur Front zuruck, mit semem konfodenierten Hut und der
‘Butternut'-Jacke; da er mit einer Hand keine Pistole laden hatte konnen, tragt er
cine Bichse mit abgesagrem Launf

Gt Major Jones trage das sog. ‘Feuerwehrmann=Hemd' mit Plastron — beliebt und
clegant, von semimilitarischem Ausschen; er war als Dandy bekannt. Bewaffnet ist
er mit cinem Colt 45 und cinem Winchester-Karabiner *Yellow Boy'. Gz Die
einzige Wafle ist hier die Wesson-Bi nit den Patronen im Rucksack. Auch
diese Kleidung macht einen recht staduschen Eindruck. Ga Die Waffe st cin sog
Sharps Sporter, Modell 1874, mit einem 735 em langen Laul.

Hi Die dustere Kleidung dicses beruchtigt racksichislosen Kol lanten ist 1m
chrbaren Sul der joer Jahre des 1. Jahrhunderts. Er bevorzugte die ein-schussige
Sharp-Flinte, weil seine Manner damit geewungen waren, besonders sorglaltg 2o
sielen. Hz Ewn auffallender gekleideter texanischer Reier — wiederum mit dem
Texas—‘Lone Star’— Abzeichen, das sogar aul den Handschuhen und Sticfeln
gerragen wird. H3 Typische Cowbov-Klewdung jener Tage, das Hemd von seiner
Mutter oder seinem Madchen besucke. Hy Er sitet im Vaguera-Kostum aul dem
kostspicligen, gestohlenen Iick Fleye-Satiel, der thm das Leben kosten sollie
MeNelly gab alle zum “Abschul)’ fres, die mit einem solchen Sattel erwischt wurden,
nachdem viele davon gestohlen worden waren

It Bis dahin harten der Calt 45 und die Winchester 1893 die alten Grenzer-Maodelle
i sty dieses Gemalde entstand nach dem Foto cines Rangers in Rio Grande
Ciry. 12 Nach einem Foto, Captain Gray behielt selbst in den 2ocr jahren dicses
Jahr-hunderts noch das exotisch-spanische Ausschen friherer Tage bei I3 Nach
einem Foto aus Presidio, das cinen der Rangers von Caprain Gray reigie

Jr Der Stewson, Gurtel mie massiver Schnalle und die Cowboy-Sticfel blichen viele
Jahre lang (zum Teil bis heute) der Lichlingsstil der Rangers, selbst in einem
formellen Anzug. J2 Der Mann, der das beruhmie Gangsterpaar Bonnie und Clyde
erscholb, stammite aus ciner echien Cowboy-Umgebung, und er verachtete Leute,
die solche Klewdung trugen, wenn sie miche tasachlich Rangers oder Cowhoys
waren. Das Foto zage ihn, wic er ein Gewcehr untersucht, das aus dem Auro des
g n Gangsterpaares st t; er tragt einen formellen Anzug, J3 ‘Lone Woll™,
der “Einsame Wolf™, der in seiner Jugend viele wilde Olstadte ‘gezahmit’ harte, tragt
Khaki-Kleidung, wie sie dic Rangers im 2e. Jahrhundert lichten; man beachie aber,
dald dics seine personlichen Kleidungsstucke waren, nicht cine vorgeschrichene
Uniform, die von den Rangers bis zum heatigen Tag vermieden wird.

K Direi Varianten ciner typischen modernen Ranger-Kleidung; das cinzige offizelle
Stuck daberist das Ranger-Abzcichen an der linken Bruseseite



MILITARY

ELITE SERIES

A series of books on the history, organisation, appearance and equipment of famous fighting men of
the past and present; and on other aspects of military history which demand fuller and more flexible
coverage than appropriate within our established Men-at-Arms series. The Elite titles cover subjects as
diverse as the Ancient Greek city armies and the Western and Warsaw Pact forces of today, in the
popular Men-at-Arms format but with extended text and captions, about 50 photographs and diagrams,

: and 12 full-colour plates.

OSPREY COMPANION SERIES

MEN-AT-ARMS
An unrivalled source of information on the history and appearance of the world’s fighting men.
Each 48-page book includes some 40 photographs and diagrams, and eight pages of full-colour artwork.

VANGUARD
Key units and weapons systems of 20th century warfare, with a strong emphasis on armoured vehicles,

CAMPAIGN
Concise, authoritative accounts of the great conflicts of history. Each 96-page book contains more than
90 illustrations including maps, charts and colour plates, plus a series of three-dimensional battle
maps that mark the critical stages of the campaign.

Dr STEPHEN L HARDIN is a senior research fellow for the Texas State Historical Association
in Austin, Texas, and the author of numerous scholarly articles on the history of his State.

RICHARD HOOK has established himself as one of the world’s greatest military illustrators and
has contributed to many Osprey titles, including the magnificent ‘American Woodland Indians’.
He currently lives and works in Sussex.

ELITE SERIES TITLES

| THE PARAS BRITISH AIRBORMNE FORCES 9 THE MNORMANS 18 ISRAEL) ELITE UNITS SINCE 1948 27 SOLDIERS OF THE ENGLISH CIVIL
1940-84 10 WARSAW PACT GROUND FORCES 19 THE CRUSADES WAR (2) CAVALRY

1 THE US MARINE CORPS SINCE 1945 11 ARDENNES 1944. PEIPER AND 20 INSIDE THE US ARMY TODAY 28 MEDIEVAL SIEGE WARFARE

3 THE VIKINGS SKORZENY 21 THE ZULUS 29 VIETNAM AIRBORNE

4 LS ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 1952-84 12 INSIDE THE SOVIET ARMY TODAY 12 WORLD SPECIAL FORCES INSIGMNIA 30 ATTILA AND THE NOMAD HORDES

§ SOVIET BLOC ELITE FORCES 13 US ARMY RANGERS |942.87 23 THE SAMURA| 31 US ARMY AIRBORMNE

& FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION 14 THE BRITISH ARMY IN THE 19805 24 THE OLD CONTEMPTIBLES 32 BRITISH FORCES IN ZULULAND
FARATROOPS I§ THE ARMADA CAMPAIGN 1588 15 SOLDIERS OF THE ENGLISH CIvIL 33 SOUTH-EAST ASIAN SPECIAL FORCES

7 THE ANCIENT GREEKS 16 NATO ARMIES TODAY WAR (1) INFANTRY 34 AFRIKAKORPS

8 ISRAELI DEFEMSE FORCES SINCE 1973 17 KNIGHTS AT TOURMAMENT 16 TANK WAR CENTRAL FRONT 35 EARLY SAMURAL
es continued on inside back cover ISBN 1-85532-155-6

Avec annotations en francais sur les planches en couleur.
Mit Aufreichnungen auf Deutsch iber den Farbtafeln { 8 N 99
9 7818

55"321557




	00.JPG
	01.JPG
	02.JPG
	03.JPG
	04.JPG
	05.JPG
	06.JPG
	07.JPG
	08.JPG
	09.JPG
	10.JPG
	11.JPG
	12.JPG
	13.JPG
	14.JPG
	15.JPG
	16.JPG
	17.JPG
	18.JPG
	19.JPG
	20.JPG
	21.JPG
	22.JPG
	23.JPG
	24.JPG
	25.JPG
	26.JPG
	27.JPG
	28.JPG
	29.JPG
	30.JPG
	31.JPG
	32.JPG
	33.JPG
	34.JPG
	35.JPG
	35a.JPG
	36.JPG
	37.JPG
	38.JPG
	39.JPG
	40.JPG
	41.JPG
	42.JPG
	43.JPG
	44.JPG
	45.JPG
	46.JPG
	47.JPG
	48.JPG
	49.JPG
	50.JPG
	51.JPG
	52.JPG
	53.JPG
	54.JPG
	55.JPG
	56.JPG
	57.JPG
	58.JPG
	59.JPG
	60.JPG
	61.JPG
	62.JPG
	63.JPG
	64.JPG
	65.JPG

