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UNION CAVALRYMAN 1861-65

HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND

In December 1860, when South Carolina seceded
from the Union, .the regular US Army contained
only five mounted regiments. Considering the vast
size of the United States (and of the new Confederate
States of America, as the Southern states soon styled
themselves), this was a wholly inadequate cavalry
arm with which to fight a war. In addition to the five
regular regiments, only a handful of volunteer cav-
alry companies existed: infantry had been preferred,
due to the high cost of equipping and maintaining
mounted units.

The Ist Regiment of Dragoons had been raised

in 1836; the 2nd Regiment of Dragoons had origi
nally been raised as a mounted rifle regiment, and
redesignated 1 1844, The Regiment of Mounted
Riflemen dated from 1846. The Ist and 2nd Cavalry
Regiments had been raised in 1855, under Secretary
of War Jefferson Davis, who would become the
President of the Confederacy. Sceing the need for
more mounted troops to fighi the Civil War, Con
gress authorized a 3rd Cavalry Regiment in May
1861; 1t was actually organized in Pittsburgh, Penn
svlvania, on 18 June 1861, To bring these six assorted
mounted units under tighter and more uniform con

charge which would roll
over the enemy like a
breaking wave. The reality
was to be quite different.

This is what recruits
thought thev were getting
into the cavalry for —a
full-blown, sabre-waving




trol, all were redesignated Cavalry Regiments on 3
August 1861: the 1st Dragoons became the new 1st
Cavalry, and the other units were redesignated in
order of seniority as the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th
Cavalry Regiments.

Since it was clearly apparent that six cavalry
regiments would not be enough to serve on a front
that stretched for a thousand miles, the US Army’s
Adjutant General, Lorenzo Thomas, asked officially
for the raising of 40,000 cavalrymen on 19 February
1862. Henceforward, cach state’s governor was asked
to raise a few volunteer units of cavalry as well as
infantry and artillery. The numbers requested were
not large: the Federal government was unable to
equip large numbers of cavalry. Indeed, when the
war broke out the government only had 4,076 cavalry
carbines, 27,192 pistols, 16,933 sabres, and 4,320 scts
of horse equipment, most of which were required for

the regular regiments. In all| it took some $500,000—
5600,000 to equip a single cavalry regiment, on top of
higher pay rates for officers, and the cost of recruit-
ing other necessary professionals such as saddlers
and blacksmiths.

The basic unit of organization of the cavalry was
the regiment. According to General Order 15, dated
4 May 1861, a cavalry regiment was to have three
battalions, cach with two squadrons, cach of two
companies. A regiment had a minimum strength on
paper of 997 officers and enlisted men.

The following figures give some idea of the rate
of expansion of the cavalry. On 31 December 1861
the cavalry strength of the Union numbered 4,744 in
the regular army, as well as another 54,654 volun-
teers. By 30 June 1862 this had grown to 75 cavalry
regiments totalling 71,196 men. The Assistant Chiefl
ot Cavalry reported on 6 August 1863 that the US
Army mustered 174 cavalry regiments with 109,126
men. As of 13 February 1865 the Cavalry Bureau
reported that there were 160,237 cavalrymen on its
rolls, of which 105,434 were present and fit for duty,
154,000 horses had been purchased in the previous
vear, and there were 77,847 horses which were con-
sidered serviceable. The Cavalry Bureau was organ-
ized on 28 July 1863, to take overall charge of
organization, equipment, and horses. Maj.Gen.
George Stoneman was its first chief] replaced by
Brig.Gen. J.H. Wilson on 26 January 1864

ENLISTMENT

The bombardment by Confederate artillery of Fort
Sumter on 12 April 1861 was the spark that finally set
off the Civil War, and quickly brought thousands of
cager volunteers for the Union cause. It proved
especially casy to raise cavalry, since recruits naively
believed that their military duties would be casier
than in the infantry, and that they would be able to
ride to war instead of having to walk. Few, however,

There were a handful of
pre=war militia cavalry
units, mostly in larger
cities, and recruited from
volunteers with enough
money to afford a horse,
cquipment, and fancy
uniforms. This man is a

member of Philadelphia’s
First City Troop, which
had been founded in 1775
and saw Revolutionary
War service. His uniform
stvle, however, dates from
the War of 1812, (Author’s
collection)



were aware of the arduous chores inseparable from
the care of cavalry horses. One Union officer later
admitted that before the war he thought the ‘typical
cavalryman was a swashbuckler, who rode terrifically
with a sabre gripped by his teeth, a revolver in each
hand, and his breath almost aflame as it spurted from
his nostrils’. Such illusions were quickly dispelled by
the realities of war.

To raisc as large a body of volunteers as quickly
as possible, local civie leaders and other suitable men
were empowered to raise a company, or occasionally
a regiment, The new officers then spread out into the
countryside to find volunteers to fill out their units.

“I'he method of obtaining enlistments was to
hold war meetings in schoolhouses,” wrote an Ohio
cavalry officer. “'I'he recruiting officer, accompanied
by a good speaker, would attend an evening meeting
which had been duly advertised. The latter did the
talking, the former was ready with blanks to obtain
signatures and administer the oath.” Though these
meetings were generally well attended, ‘sometimes it
was difficult to induce anvbody to volunteer’.

The government set a strict minimum for the
size of a newly recruited company before it was
accepted onto government pavrolls and its officers
received their official commissions. These mini-
mums applied even to existing volunteer cavalry
units organized, uniformed, and cquipped long be-
fore the war began.

One pre-war volunteer unit, from just outside
Washington City, volunteered for service in June
1861 and was accepted. But, according to one of its
members, ‘there was still an obstacle in the wav. The
government would not muster a man unless a fully
organized company, with a minimum aggregate of
seventy-nine men, were presented to the mustering
officer. Captain Wister and his gay troop rode all over
the country, among the farmers’™ sons, in quest of
recruits; but all his efforts failed to raise the requisite
number of men who were able and willing to find
their own horses and equipments, notwithstanding
that the government had offered to pay the troopers
forty cents per day for their use and risk; with the

A number of volunteer Ist US Hussars, wore the
cavalry units wore special most elaborate variation,
variations of the with orange collar rabs
regulation dress, The 3rd and rows ot vellow tape
New Jersey Cavalry, who across the jacker front.

designated themselves the  (Richard Carlile)




corporal. This photo was
raken when he was on
furlough at home in
December 1863, He was
further promoted to
sergeant on 1 May 1864, He
was captured on 29
September 1864, and
paroled that July. His
health was so damaged by
his time in Confederate

Corporal Windsor B.
Smith, a 5 ft. 9in. tall
resident of Portland,
Maine, joined Co. K, Ist
Maine Cavalry Regiment,
on 21 August 1862, In
January 1863 he was
detached from the
company Lo serve as an
orderly to Brig. Gen.
Gabriel Paul, who was
blinded by a bullet in the
first day'’s fighting at
Gettysburg. Smith
returned to the regiment
and was appointed

regained his strength and
was discharged in July
1863, (Author’s collection)

proviso, however, that, in case the trooper lost his
horse in any way, he must furnish another, or serve
on foot. This proviso was the straw that broke the
camel’s back. After three months spent in drilling,
and in unavailing efforts to fill up, Captain Wister’s
troop disbanded, on the 30th of June, and its mem-
bers sought service in their commands.”’

Despite these problems, the first call for volun-
teer forces was rapidly met. Although regulations
demanded only physically fit men between the ages
of 18 and 45, many volunteers who were unfit, too old

6

prison camps that he never

or too young passed the cursory physical examination
which doctors were required to give cach recruit.
This was despite the recommendation that *A cavalry
soldier should not exceed in weight one hundred and
sixty pounds, should be active and strong, physically
sound, with a natural fondness for horses and experi-
ence in handling them.’

The Recruit

People looking at surviving period clothing today
often comment on the small stature of Civil War
soldiers. This is something of an oversimplification.
In fact, over ten per cent of the volunteers in e.g. the
Ist Wisconsin Cavalry were over 6 ft. tall; while
Captain W.W. La Grange was 6 ft. 4 in. tall, the same
height as Abraham Lincoln. The average reeruit was
in his carly twenties and American born, though
most were only one or two generations removed from
their European heritage, and there were large num-
bers of German- and Irish-born citizens. In a typical
company — Co. C, 9th Pennsylvania Cavalry — all but
17 men were born in Pennsylvania, while seven came
from Germany, three from Ireland, two from FEng-
land, and one from Wales.

Background was generally rural, and about half
of all Union Army recruits were farmers. Since the
cavalry was seen as more glamorous than other
branches of service it appealed to the higher social
classes, and attracted a higher proportion of men
from non-farming backgrounds than other branches.
The typical Union cavalry regiment contained men
from virtually every walk of life. The 156 enlisted
men of Co. C, 9th Pennsylvania Cavalry included
representatives of 36 occupations, including an artist,
blacksmith, boatbuilder, brickmaker, carpenter,
chairmaker, chemist, cigarmaker, engineer, engraver,
farrier, gunsmith, labourer, machinest, mason, mer-
chant, miller, miner, painter, physician, plasterer,
printer, railroader, saddler, tailor, teacher, teamster,
and weaver. In all, over 60 per cent of the company’s
men had a profession, while only 20 per cent said
they were farmers.

The recruits of the 1st Ohio Cavalry, by contrast,
were said to have been mostly farmers’ sons who
were also accustomed to riding and to handling horse
cquipment. The 17th Pennsylvania Cavalry Regi-
ment, formed in late 1862, was made up, according to

the  regimental historian, mostly of  farmers,



The dress jacket was to be
worn, as here by a private
ot the 16th New York
Cavalry Regiment, with
brass shoulder scales and
the dress hat, often called
the ‘Hardee' or ‘Jeft
Davis  hat. The gloves
were not an issue item,
although most men tried
to get a pair, especially in
colder weather. (Richard
Carlile Collection)

[umbermen and mechanics. ‘Fortunately,” he noted,
‘most of them were good horsemen.”’

Not everyvone, however, was impressed with the
quality of Union cavalry recruits. One bitter New
York cavalry officer commented: *No one can have
been with our cavalry long, and observed carefully
the material of which these regiments are made up,
without being struck with their great inferiority,
mentally and physically, when compared with cither
the infantry or artillery.’

After the first volunteer units had been enlisted,
company-grade officers were elected; it was generally

TN O
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the case that local civic leaders received these posts.
Some regiments were fortunate enough to recruit
veterans of the Mexican War or the 1848 revolutions
in Furope, and these men were natural choices for
officers. Most new officers, however, had to learn
their trade alongside their men. Colonels were usu-
allv appointed by state governors, and were often
professionals technically ‘on leave” from their regular
army assignments in order to serve in a volunteer
regiment. When experienced soldiers or profession-
als were not available, however, officers were simply
chosen from among men who were seen to have a flair
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for command or were respected members of society,
though some most unlikelv-sounding candidates
were chosen. “We elected our own officers,” wrote a
3rd Colorado Cavalry Regiment veteran. ‘Tal Sayre,
a mining superintendent, was elected to be captain.
H.B. Orahood, a druggist at Central City, was elected
first licutenant; and Harry Richmond, a tragedian
with Languish and Arwater’s theatrical troupe, sec-
ond licutenant. Late that fall, just before we were
ready to start from Bijou Basin, Hal Sayre was
promoted to major and Orahood was made captain.’
Fventually the army had to set up panels to sereen its
volunteer officers, and remove the worst of them
from their commissions.

T'he first cavalrymen found the war far rougher
than they had anticipated, as indeed did all Federal
troops. Losses were high, both in killed and perma-

nently disabled. Once news of the ugly realities of

war filtered through to the civilian community it
grew harder to find volunteers; eventually large cash
bounties had to be offered to tempt recruits, This
money succeeded in enticing some men: ‘It was in
1864 that I joined a cavalry regiment in the depart-
ment of the Gulf, a raw recruit in a veteran regi-
ment,’ wrote a member of the 4th Wisconsin Cavalry.

‘It may be asked why 1 waited so long before enlist-
ing, and why I enlisted at all, when the war was so
near over. | know that most of the soldiers enlisted
from patriotic motives, and because they wanted to
help shed blood, and wind up the war. | did not. |
enlisted for the bounty. I thought the war was nearly
over, and that the probabilities were that the regi-
ment I had enlisted in would be ordered home before
I could get toit. In fact the recruiting officer told me
as much, and he said I would get my bounty, and a
few months’ pay, and it would be just like finding
money.’

Some who joined for the bounty money deserted
at the first chance, only to enlist elsewhere for an-
other bounty. Many states retained the bounties, at
least in part, for payment upon discharge. Yet
enough money had to be paid in advance to bring in
recruits — men could often earn more in civilian jobs
than the $13 a month paid in the opening stages of
the war to Union privates.

Even with the bounty system in place there were
not enough volunteers, and in 1863 a conscription
law had to be passed. Conscripted men could still
avoid service by paying a fee or hiring a substitute to
take their place, but the army was from this point on
largely able to maintain its forces at sufficient
strength. Conscripts were, however, generally less
well motivated and often less physically able to serve
than the ecarly volunteers.

TRAINING

Lven if cavalry recruits were already good horsemen,
which was not often the case, all of them still needed
training. ‘Camps of Instruction’ were set up near
larger towns, where railroads could bring in the
recruits and the supplies they would nced. The
newly recruited companies, when complete, were
brought to these camps and formed into regiments.
At the camp the recruit received his uniform, weap-
ons and equipment, though not always at once. “T'he

The dress jacker was also
trimmed on the back with
vellow tape. The fabric
tabs at the bottom of each
seam were called ‘belt
support pillars’ and were
designed to keep the sabre

belt from slipping off the
jacket. In service, some
soldiers opened the seams
of these pillars and used
them as hiding places for
money in case of capture.
(Author’s collection)



Many dress jackets worn
by volunteers had lower
collars than those issued to
regulars, with only one
false buttonhole on each
side. The crossed sabre cap
badge was not regulation
but was widely worn by
cavalrymen, as by the man
on the right here. (A, S.
Shazo)

These shoulder scales
show the rivets added to
the non-commissioned
officer’s version.




process of mounting and equipping went on slowly,’
wrote a st New York Cavalry officer. “At one time
we could get horses but no equipments; at another,
cquipments but no horses. "Then sabres were not to
be had, although it appeared as if everybody was
offering to sell the Government sabres. Few, indeed,
were the pistols to be had; and it was months before
we could get a carbine.”

The first task of the cavalry recruit was to learn
how to care for his horse, and how to assemble the
confusing tangle of saddlery and harness. He was
then taught dismounted drill — the simple facing
movements, marching, and saluting — before pro-
ceeding to the more complicated mounted drill. Rid-

ing a horse into battle was quite different from riding
to church on Sunday. The army issued strict instruc-
tions on how training would be conducted:

“The recruit commences his instriction rm_ﬁm.ﬂ The

Sirst week afier his arrival at the regiment is employed

exclusively i instructing him in all the detatls of disci-
pline, police, and interior service, and i those relating to
his dress and the grooming of his horse.

He s taught to mount without saddle on both sides of
the horse. He is taught the name and use of the principal
parts of the arms and equipments, and the manner of
keeping them clean; the manner of rolling the cloak, of

Solding the effeets, and of placing them in the valise.

These different instructions are given by the corporal of
the squad, under the superintendence of the sergeant and
officer of the platoon. At the end of this week, the recruit
commences the first lesson on fool; he continues to be
istructed in the above-mentioned details. The recruits
are drilled on _;‘f}r;! twice a {ft.‘_}" when pn.\‘.\‘f'bfa', an hour
cach time. Therr instruction on horseback 1s commenced
at the same time with the sabre exercise,

T'he soldier also had to learn by heart the com-
mands as transmitted by bugle, the battlefield being
too noisy for voice commands. These commands,
according to Cooke’s Tuctics, were:

‘1. The general. 2. Boots and saddles. 3. To horse. 4.
The assembly. 5. To arms. 6. To the standard. 7. The
march (1t also answers for a quick step on foot ). 8. The
charge. 9. The rally. 10. Revedle. 11. Stable call.
12. Watering call. 13. Breakfast call. 14. Assembly of
the guard. 15, Orders [or the orderly sergeants. 16.
Assembly of the trumpeters. 17. Retreat. 18. Fatigue
call. 19. Dinner call. 20. Distributions. 21. Drill call.
22, Officers’ call. 23. The recall. 24. Sick call. 25,
Tattoo. 26. To extinguish hights.’

As if these were not enough, a separate group of
bugle calls were set aside ‘For the service of
skirmishers’:

‘1. Forward. 2. Halt. 3. To the lefi. 4. To the right.
5. The about. 6. Change direction to the right. 7. Change
direction to the lefi. 8. Trot. 9. Gallop. 10. To commence

Sfirmg. 11. To cease firing. 12. To charge as foragers. The

rally is No. 9, general signals.’
T'here was, however, always the problem of find-

Non-commissioned
ofticers, such as this
sergeant, were authorized
red worsted sashes. The

vellow stripe down each
leg has photographed
black on the film of the
day.



ing qualified personnel to train recruits. Most train-
mg was to have been conducted by corporals. Ac-
cording to Cooke’s Tuctics, “T'he Corporals should be
capable of exccuting all the lessons mounted and
dismounted, and should be qualified to teach the
school of the trooper dismounted, and at least 4 lessons
mounted.” Sergeants were to perform the more ad-
vanced stages of training, and were, according to the
manual, to be ‘capable of executing, dismounted and
mounted, all that is prescribed by this book; and
should be able to teach the lessons of the school of the
trooper, and to command a platoon in the school of the
squadron mounted.”

Unfortunately, most sergeants and corporals of

newly recruited companies knew as little about
soldiering as the privates. New NCOs were forced to

read the manuals, usually keeping one step ahead of

their trainees by studving the next day’s lesson the
evening before. Usually each regiment had one or
two old soldiers who had campaign experience in the
Mexican War or had served in a pre-war volunteer
company, and these held nightly classes for the new
NCOs. There was no set programme of training nor
length of time allotted for it. Often, as soon as a
regiment was formed it was sent to join the field army
even if 1t lacked the necessary equipment. T'raining
was then improvised in the field.

In April 1862 the 4th Pennsylvania Cavalry
Regiment was sent on to Washington without horses,
and was immediately threatened with conversion into
infantry. "T'o prevent this the commander concocted a
wily scheme. He drew horses that were unfit for
service on the pretext of training his men in the
rudiments of mounting and riding. In the meantime
some of his men had been assigned to the Provost
Marshal’s office, and were i1ssued good horses for
their duties. The commander exchanged these few
good horses for some of the unfit nags. When the
cavalry inspectors visited the regimental camp they
immediately got the impression that the entire regi-
ment was  indeed mounted. The inspectors in-
structed that the worn-out nags be exchanged for
good mounts from the artillery stables. Thus the

1863: the one bar and three
chevrons represent a
company guartermaster
sergeant. (Richard Carlile
Collection)

Yellow chevrons on cach
arm marked non-
commissioned officers.
This man wears an
unofticial chevron which
first appeared around May

regiment managed to remain a cavalry formation, and
received some much-needed training into the bar-
gain.

T'he 17th Pennsylvania Cavalry Regiment was
formed in late 1862, and set up its training camp
outside Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. ‘In this camp
horses, sabres and horse equipments were issued,
and the active duties of the soldier commenced,’ the
regimental historian wrote. ‘Drill, drill; drill, drill
was now the order over and over again, Drill by
squads! drill by company! drill by squadron! and drill
by regiment! ‘Then there were dress parades, guard,

fatiguc and other camp duties of various kinds, which
kept the men almost constantly employed. At first




these drills and camp duties were cheerfully aceepted
by the men, but soon they became monotonous and
were regarded by some as superfluous and unneces-
sarv. . .. Then there were dismounted drills, sabre
drills, carbine drills, revolver drills, and various other
drills. Considerable stress was given to the sabre
drill, that being the chief weapon used when on duty,
dress parade and review occasions. The colonel es-
tablished a school of instruction, and the officers
were oblhiged to make themselves thoroughly ac-
quainted with the tactics and other military duties.’
There was, however, no formal schooling avail-
able for officers either. In some regiments officers
were expected to pick up the necessary shills by
observation and reading on their own. In others,

especially where the regimental commander had
experience, officers took  evening

prior military

classes on topics such as army regulations, cavalry
tactics and requisition procedures. When the st
New York Cavalry was first formed, according to one
member, its commander opened schools of instruc-
tion, ‘and the officers applied themselves to the
tactics. We had company drills, too, nearly every day,
but the work of training new horses so that they
could execute movements with celerity progressed
slowly. Efficiency was a thing not to be attained in a
month or even a year; nor was it difficult to see from
the slow progress we made in improvement what a
Herculean task it was to make an army a general
could feel safe with in the face of an enemy.’

Other regiments arranged more  specialized
training for their men. In the Ist New Jersey Caval-
ry’s training camp, according to its chaplain, *Several
times the regiment was ordered out as if for the
march, until the men became accustomed to pack and
saddle well and promptly.’

The men who joined in 1861 were the lucky
ones: they at least received some preliminary training
before being sent out on active campaign. In later
vears new recruits were forwarded directly to their
regiments, without any stay at a camp of instruction.
There they had to ‘learn the ropes’ with only the
fricndly help of the more experienced troopers and
NCOs. Some progressive regiments set up ‘QQ
troops, in which recruits received the basic training,
Fventually, however, most regiments lost so many
trained men and had such a high proportion of
recruits they had to virtually begin anew. The 2nd
New York Cavalry, for example, was down to some
350 all ranks by the end of the Second Bull Run
campaign; this was one of a number of regiments
from the Army of the Potomac which returned to the
outskirts of Washington to set up a new camp of
instruction for their recruits.

Again, some back-to-basics training was given in
the winter of 18634 when a new tactical system for
cavalry was introduced. “There was little time for rest
or recreation,” wrote one Michigan veteran. ‘Long
and tiresome drills and “schools of instruction” made
up the daily routine. In one respect, however, these
Battalion quartermaster
sergeants, like this man,
wore two bars over their
three chevrons. His

otherwise plain dark blue
jacket is trimmed around

the top and front of the
collar and down the fromt
with yellow tape. This was
common among
Pennsylvania cavalrymen.



drills of troops, regiment and brigade were a good
thing. Many hundreds of new recruits were sent on
from Michigan and, being put in with the old men,
they were worked into good soldiers before the cam-
paign opened, and proved to be as reliable and
cfficient as the veterans with whom they were associ-
ated.”

In much the same way, when Maj.Gen. James H.
Wilson was given a corps of cavalry in the Western
theatre in the winter of 1864, he made sure that *a
thorough svstem of instruction for men and officers
was instituted, and-every necessary effort was made
to bring the corps to the highest possible state of
cfficiency’. This, unlike much previous training, em-
phasized dismounted tactics, especially using the
quick-loading seven-shot Spencer carbine, which
gave Wilson's troops far greater firepower than any
potential enemy. In reality, the average cavalryman
lcarned how to perform his duties more from service
in the ficld than from formal training programmes.

In many wavs, the objective of all military train-
ing is to turn a man into an obedient automaton. In
this respect Civil War training failed. As a New York
cavalry officer later noted, “The American soldier is
an observing, thinking being. You can never destroy
his individuality; vou can not make him a mere picce

of machinery. He had a rough and homely way of

criticizing what is going on around him, but his
criticisms are well taken, and terselv expressed. He
observes the movement of his general closely, obeys
his orders because it is his duty, but respects him
only so far as his ability entitles him to respeet.”

UNIFORMS AND
EQUIPMENT

On 17 August 1861 Caprain William E. Doster, Co.
A, 4th Pennsylvania Cavalry Regiment, put in his
first requisition for the basic uniforms and equip-
ment needed to equip his newly organized company
of 92 enlisted men. For cach he requested: a com-
plete cavalry cap, a blouse, a coat [i.c. dress jacket],
one pair of trousers, two flannel shirts, two pairs of
also has a pair of issue

spurs on his boots.
(Richard Carlile)

Farriers often adopted an
unofticial badge of a
saddler's knife. This man

drawers, two pairs of stockings, a pair of boots, a
great coat, a blanket, a haversack and a canteen
complete with straps. In addition he also requested
two wall tents complete with flies, poles, and pins, 17
‘common tents’, 12 spades, 12 axes, four pickaxes, 12
hatchets, 12 camp kettles, 30 mess pans, a sash
[probably for the company’s first, or orderly, ser
eeant |, two bugles with cords and tassels, a *descrip-
tive book’, an ‘order book’, a ‘clothing book’, and a
morning report book. This list gives an idea of the
equipment of an individual trooper, and all the addi-
tional items necessary to equip a single company.

Cavalryman’s dress
The US Army was one of the first to have both a
fatigue dress and a full dress. The Union cavalry
man’s full dress headgear was a stiff, broad-brimmed



hat, turned up on one side; these hats were generally
detested as being worthless and were rarely worn
after the first few months; indeed many units threw
them away at the first opportunity. T'he dark blue
short jacket, trimmed with vellow braid, was better
liked and was often cven worn as a fatigue item.,
T'rousers were dark blue until December 1861, when
the colour was changed to a cheaper sky blue. They
were reinforced with a double thickness of cloth on
the inside of the legs to prolong wear. Laced bootees
were issucd, though many soldiers purchased knee-
length boots of their own, and these were sometimes

1ssued as well.

The fatigue dress included a dark blue cap with a
Ieather peak which was based on a floppy version of
the pre-war dress shako. Officially, for enlisted men,
it was to bear the regimental number only, but this
tended to be accompanied by a crossed-sabre badge
as a mark of the cavalry branch. The fatgue tunic,
known as a blouse, was also dark blue. It reached to
below the hip bone like a modern suit jacket, was
fastened in front with four brass buttons, and had an
inside pocket over the left breast. The same trousers
were worn for full dress and fatigue usc,

Winter wear for enlisted men included a double-
breasted sky-blue overcoat with a standing collar and
a cape that reached to the cuffs. NCOs' chevrons
were worn on the lower sleeves just above the cuffs,
so that they were visible while the cape was being
worn loose around the shoulders.

In the field and on fatigue duties in camp, offi-
cers were authorized waist-length jackets. These
were quite popular; since frock coats were less com-
fortable when the wearer was mounted. The jackets
were usually cut single-breasted, regardless of the
wearer's rank, although some field officers did wear
double-breasted jackets. For winter use otficers wore
a dark blue double-breasted overcoat; towards the
end of the war officers were allowed to wear enlisted
men’s overcoats, to make them less of a target in the
ficld. (For additional information on uniform items,
insignia of rank, etc., see Men-at-Arms series No.
177, American Creid War Armies 2: Union Troops.)

Cavalry officers often embellished their uniforms
with non-regulation touches. Brig.Gen. George A,
Custer, commanding the Michigan Brigade, was seen
by a brigade member in July 1863: *He was clad in a
suit of black velvet, claborately trimmed with gold
lace, which ran down the outer seams of his trousers,
and almost covered the sleeves of his cavalry jacket.
I'he wide collar of a blue navy shirt was turned down
over the collar of his velvet jacket, and a necktie of
brilliant crimson was tied in a knot at the throat, the
long ends falling i front. "The double rows of but-
tons on his breast were arranged in groups of two,

This standard issue
fatigue dress has been
decorated by the addition
of a coloured collar and
tape down the front and on
cach cuft. An outside left
breast pocket has also been

added. Photographed in
St. Louis, site of an
important cavalry post,
this soldier was a member
of the 16ch Hlinois
Cavalry,



indicating the rank of a brigadier general. A soft,
black hat with wide brim adorned with a gilt cord,
and rosette encircling a silver star, was turned down
on one side giving him a rakish air.” While Custer was
anoted dandy, many officers exercised a less dazzling
degree of sartorial latitude: this was, after all, an army
in which regulars were far outnumbered by duration-
only citizen soldiers.

Enlisted men also often preferred to wear other
than issue clothing. Many did not like the vellow-
laced jackets, preferring instead plain dark blue jack-
cts made to their- own specifications. These were
mostly single-breasted, with a slash breast pocket
over the left breast and a short standing collar, A
Wisconsin volunteer in 1864 had just such a plain
jacket made for him when he joined, but after a
period of hard service it wore out and he had to draw
anissuce uniform: ‘I can remember now how my heart
sank within me, as [ picked up a pair of pants that was
left. They were evidently cut out with a buzz-saw,
and were made for a man that weighed three hundred
... 'T'he sergeant charged the pants to my account,
and then handed me a jacket, a small one, evidently
made for a hump-backed dwarf. The jacket was
covered with vellow braid. O, so vellow, that it made
me sick. The jacket was charged to me, also. Then he
handed me some undershirts and drawers, so coarse
and rough that it seemed to me that they must have
been made of rope, and lined with sand-paper, Then
came an overcoat, big enough for an equestrian statue
of George Washington, with a cape on it as big as a
wall tent. "T'he hat 1 drew was a stiff, cheap, shoddy
hat, as high as a tin camp kettle, which was to take the
place of my nobby, soft felt hat I had paid five dollars
of my bounty money for. The hat was four sizes too
large for me. Then I took the last pair of army shoes

there was, and they weighed as much as a pair of

anvils, and had raw-hide strings to fasten them with.
Has any old soldier of the army ever forgotten the
clothing that he drew from the quartermaster? These
inverted pots for hats, the same size all the way up,

Robert G, Huston, 118th
Ilinois Mounted Infantry,
also wears the kind of
broad-brimmed hat which
was another popular
personal acquisition,
especially in the west.
(Richard Tibbals)

In the field mounted men,
including officers, often
wore custom-mede
versions of the fatigue
blouse which were longer
than usual and featured
several outside pockets.
Regimental
Quartermaster Sergeant

and the shoes that scemed to be made of sole leather,
and which scraped the skin off the ankles. O, if this
government ever does go to Gehenna [Hell|, as some
people content it will sometime, it will be as a penalty
for issuing such ill-fitting shoddy clothing to its
brave soldiers.”’

Many enlisted cavalrymen wore piceces of civilian
and even Confederate dress. As late as 31 July 1864
officers of the veteran 2nd lowa Cavalry Regiment
had to be ordered that, “I'he regiment having been
supplied with clothing, no article of citizen’s apparel
whatever will be allowed to be worn. All such cloth-

ing in possession of the men must be disposed of to-
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1861, materials other than
the regulation sky blue
wool often had to be used
tor these coats, as in this
dark blue example, (David
Scheinmann)

The issuc enlisted man’s
overcoat had a cape that
reached the cufts, and two
rows of buttons down the
front. In the rush ro get
uniforms to the men in

day. Company officers will make a minute inspection
of their Company quarters and the men’s knapsacks
tomorrow morning, and all hats, coats, and pants
other than the prescribed uniform will be taken
possession of and burned.’

T'he fact 1s, however, that no amount of orders
could stop the men — and even the officers — from
wearing wide-brimmed black civilian hats in the
ficld. The superior quality of most civilian 1tems
ensured that they remained popular with the men
throughout the war. Indeed, on 5 July 1864 the men
of the 2nd Michigan even had to be ordered not to
wear ‘the whole or part of the confederate uniform’,
One can understand why the Confederate uniform,
especially in the hot South, would be preferred to the
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their capes. Note the boots
with flaps that covered the
knee. These were not
issued, but bought from
sutlers or sent from home.
(Richard Carlile
Collection)

Non-commissioned
officers, such as First
Sergeant Elbridge
Williams, pictured here,
wore chevrons on their
overcoat cults so they
would not be hidden by

US Army issue dress: many Southern summer gar-
ments were made of denim or cotton cloth, while the
US Army uniform, issued vear-around, was made
entrely of wool.

Heavy gloves, often cut with large gauntlet cuffs,
were uscful when riding. Strangely, these were not
issued, and both officers and men had to buy them
from sutlers to get them sent from home. Most were
made of natural buff leather, though some officers
had the cuffs embroidered with a gold cagle, stars,
the national motto or some similar design.



The basic enlisted
cavalryman's belt had two
slings to hang the sabre
from the left side, while
the pistol and cap pouch
were worn on the right. A
sling that passed over the
right shoulder helped
support the weight of the
sword; this was disliked
and was often discarded.

| close-up of the belt plate
showing the separate silver
wreath applied to the cast
brass belt plate. The
percussion cap box has a
US Army Ordnance
Department inspector’s
markings.

Equipment
The equipment included a sword belt with a rectan-
gular brass belt plate featuring a spread-winged cagle
enclosed by a silver wreath. The belt was generally
made of buff leather, dark brown on the outside and
left a natural cream colour on the inside, although it
rapidly grew the same colour inside as out after a
short period of wear. The sabre hung on the left hip,
and a black pistol holster on the right hip. A small
leather pouch for percussion caps was normally worn
on the right just in front of the holster to allow casy

access to it when using the carbine: however, in order

to get all the necessary pouches on the belt, the cap
box was just as often worn on the front left hip. The
cap pouch had a picce of sheepskin placed just inside
to prevent caps from falling out when it was left
open, as often occurred in combat. It also contained a
nipple pick, a thin picce of iron wire used to clean out
the nipple of the carbine or pistol, which often fouled
up during use. A slightly larger pouch for pistol
ammunition was worn behind the holster. Enlisted
men also carried carbines, slung by a spring and
swivel hook from a wide belt, with a large brass frame
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buckle, around the body. The larger carbine ammu-
nition pouch was often worn on the carbine belt,
unless the cap box were worn on the left side, mn
which casc it could be crammed onto the sword belt.

A wool-covered canteen was slung from the
saddle or worn around the body, along with a water-
proofed haversack in which the man’s rations, and
sparc ammunition, were to be carried. Fach man also
received a pair of spurs (although these were often
purchased privately, particularly by officers); and
necessary horse equipment. This was based around
the Army’s issue McClellan saddle, named for its
deviser Maj.Gen. George B. McClellan, who had
copied it from European models. The other equip-
ment included saddle bags, a picket pin, arope, a feed
bag for the horse, and a ‘boot’ in which to rest the
carbine muzzle.

WEAPONS

The cavalry was the best armed of all the branches of

service. The cavalryman's sword, intended for
mounted combat, was either the M 1840 heavy cav-
alry sabre or the similar but lighter version designed
in 1860. Both were based on an earlier French model
and featured a slightly curved blade, a brass guard,
and a leather handgrip bound with twisted wire. The
sword was carried n an iron scabbard, and usually
had a brown leather sabre knot attached to the guard,
this was worn around the wrist in action, preventing
the sabre from being dropped.

Sabres and knives

Sabres were normally issued with blunt blades. In the
summer of 1862 a Georgia regiment of the Confeder-
ate cavalry notified the men of the 7th Pennsylvania
Cavalry Regiment that they had sharpened their
sabres and were planning to show the Federal cavalry
what sabres were intended for. Soon afterwards the
7th captured several Georgians and found that their
had, indeed, been  sharpened.  The
Pennsvlvanians  immediately  put  their  own
sabres to the grindstone — fortunately, as it turned
out. In a battle soon afterwards the 7th Pennsylvania
charged with drawn sabres, clearing the facing Con-
federate line within five minutes for the loss of only
45 men.

Besides belt knives, which many men carried,

sabres

the other major edged weapon, the lance, was used
only by a single regiment and for a relatively brief
period. Maj.Gen. George B. McClellan, commander
of the Army of the Potomac, had before the war
visited a number of European armies and had been
impressed by their lancer formations. In November
1861 he suggested that one of his cavalry regiments
should be converted to lancers, and the 6th Pennsyl-
vania was chosen.

In the event, the lance did not live up to expecta-
tions. One veteran recalled that, *Our weapon being
unfitted for any service but the charge, we were held
only to resist attack from the enemy.” A Southern
cavalryman later recalled how ‘Rush’s Lancers’ were
attacked by Confederate cavalry, ‘but before our
Virginia horsemen got within fifty vards of their line,

The hilt of the MI1840
dragoon sabre, the ‘old
wristbreaker’. The M1860)
light cavalry sabre was
quite similar in
appearance.



this magnificent regiment, which had doubtless ex-
cited the liveliest admiration in Northern cities,
turned tail and fled in disorder, strewing the whole
line of their retreat with their picturesque but incon-
venient arms. The entire skirmish, if such it may be
called, was over in less time than it is required to
record it: and I do not believe that out of the whole
body of 700 men, more than twenty retained their
lances.” In 1863, recognizing the uselessness of the
lance in North America, the 6th turned in their
remaining weapons to the quartermaster stores, and
replaced them with the more conventional Spencer
carbines and pistols.

Pistols
The pistol was a far more popular weapon. Six-shot
revolvers made by Colt Firecarms Co. were the most
common; other models made by such companies as
Savage and Starr appeared in far smaller numbers
than the Colts. The issue *Army’ Colt pistol was
(.44 calibre, although 0.36 calibre *Navy’ models
were also popular, especially among officers, who
preferred their lighter weight. They fired paper-
wrapped cartridges, using copper percussion caps
to ignite the charge, The revolver, though valued
for a quick firing rate, was not vet a refined weapon:
percussion caps would sometimes fly apart on
firing, causing the revolving cylinder to jam; and
there was alwayvs the danger that a single shot might
set off all six rounds at once, with crippling effect.
Pistols were accurate only at very short range,
which meant they were useful only in cavalry

melées and other close actions, which were not
particularly common.

Carbines

The most useful cavalry weapon was the carbine.
Most were manufactured by private companies; Un-
ion troopers were issued with a plethora of designs,
some good and some bad. The breechloading carbine
was standard, but the tvpes can be classed as firing
cither fixed agpnmunition or paper ammunition, the
latter being the most common, especially in the early
stages of the war. Carbines were both shorter and
smaller in bore than the 0.58 or 0.577 calibre rifle
muskets of the infantry; most were between 0.50 and
(.54 calibre.

T'he Sharps carbine was initially the most popu-
Jar model. It used a paper or linen cartridge box,
inserted in the breech through a falling block that
sheared off the paper when closed. A 0.52 calibre
weapon, it weighed 7% pounds and was 39 inches
long. One reason for its popularity was its simple
mechanism, which worked well no matter how dirty
it got from mud or gunpowder residue.

The Starr carbine, of 0.54 calibre, was similar in
design and function to the Sharps; however, its
mechanism was more delicate. An ordnance officer
reported that ‘the least dirt deranges it. It requires
The side of the Smith
carbine showing the ring
which was used to hook the
carbine to the carbine

sling. The owner of this
particular carbine,

Sergeant Franklin
Thomas, Co. A, 12th
linois Cavalry Regiment,
carved his name on the
stock, as can still be seen.
(Chris Nelson)




revolvers stuck in his belt.
His broad carbine sling,
with its brass tip and large
brass buckle, is worn
across his chest. (Mick
Kissick)

This cavalryman holds his
new MI839 Sharps carbine
and MI860 light cavalry
sabre, complete with black
leather sabre knot. He has
two M1851 Colt Navy

both hands to press back the lever, the cartridge is
not readily placed straight in the barrel, and the gas
check is very imperfect. After a few firings the
saltpetre corrodes the barrel where it enters the gas
check, rendering the level double hard to open. As
the part becomes more corroded, the effect of the
discharge would be greatly impaired.”’

The Smith carbine was of (.50 calibre; 1t
weighed 7' pounds and was 39 inches long. It was
unique among issue carbines, however, in that it used
rubber cartridges which sealed the gap in the shot-
gun-like breech. These cartridges often proved diffi-
cult to extract after firing in combat conditions;
otherwise, the weapon was fairly popular. Less so
was the (.32 calibre Cosmopolitan carbine, made in
Hamilton, Ohio, of which over 9,000 were acquired
by the army during the war. Using linen cartridges,
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the Cosmopolitan leaked gas on firing, was not sturdy
in use, and had inaccurate sights. "The Department of
West Virginia’s Chief Ordnance Officer wrote in
August 1864 that the Cosmopolitan was ‘a very worth-
less weapon . .. thrust upon the Ordnance Depart-
ment by political influence of contractors’.

Only 1,050 Gibbs carbines were issued; this was
another weapon that had to be broken open at the
breech to allow a linen cartridge to be inserted. A
report from an Army of the Potomac ordnance officer
dated August 1863 condemned the Gibbs: ‘I cannot
report favorably on the arm. The working 1s very
simple but perfectly exposed rendering it liable to
catch all dirt, and the smallest stick or pebble getting
into it renders it unserviceable, until 1t 1s taken apart
and cleaned.’

The 0.54 Merrill carbine used a unique top-
loading mechanism operated by raising a lever on top
of the breech to expose the chamber. A paper car-
tridge was inserted; when the top lever was closed a
small piston pushed the cartridge forward. These
weapons, which also came with unique cartridge
boxes, were not popular, and were soon replaced in
the Fastern theatre; after 1863 they were mostly to be
found in the West.

Eventually the army turned to carbines which
used fixed ammunition that included the primer as
well as the powder and round. The 0.54 Burnside
used a metallic cartridge otherwise similar to the
Smith carbine round. The US government issued
more than 50,000 Burnsides, but the troopers were
not completely happy with it: the spring holding the
lever shut was too weak for prolonged service, and
cartridges had a habit of jamming in the breech when
the gun was fired.

The Ballard, of which only 1,509 were bought by
the US government and 20,000 by the state of
Kentucky, used a falling breechblock system includ-
ing the trigger and hammer, which was lowered to
receive the cartridge; after firing a spring-loaded
¢jecting rod under the breech cleared the weapon for
the next round. The 0.30 calibre Maynard used a
cartridge with an especially wide base to ease extrac-
tion after firing. The cartridge did not contain its
own primer, however, and the weapon had to be fired
with a standard musket cap. Though well made and
rugged, it saw only little usage in the last vears of the
war,



This cavalryman holds a
Colt Army revolver as well
as his sabre. Note the long
brown leather sabre knot,
which was worn around
the wrist so the sabre could
not be lost during
mounted combat, (David
Scheinmann)

Although these carbines used metallic cartridges,
which were an improvement over the paper-wrapped
rounds so casily destroved by water or jostling in the
cartridge box, they were still loaded and fired one
round at a time. Several repeating carbines saw
service, and their higher rate of fire gave the Union
trooper a definite edge over most opponents. The
(.52 calibre Spencer was the most popular of these
weapons. It used a magazine holding seven rim-fire
cartridges in line in a spring-loaded metal tube which
was inserted into the butt., It was consequently

heavier, at 84 pounds empty, although it was only
the standard 39 inches long. The army bought over
95,000 Spencers, and they were the most common
cavalry weapon by the end of the war,

The Henry rifle, a brass-framed lever-action
ancestor of the later famous Winchester, was popular
with the troops, who bought many of them privately,
but not with the army, which purchased only small
numbers. It was never an issued cavalry carbine; at
9" pounds and 43" inches long it was unwieldy for
use on horseback, and lacked a rail-and-ring for
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revolver stuck in his sword
belt and an issue cavalry
sabre at his waist. He holds
his Sharps carbine at his
side. (John Sickles)

Private Isaac C. Davis,
15th Pennsylvania
Cavalry, wearing the dress
jacket with the fatigue cap,
has an MI1851 Colt Navy

attachment to a carbine sling. Nevertheless, a hand-
ful of cavalrymen and, especially in the West,
mounted infantrymen carried them.

Units formed further West tended to be worse
equipped with weapons than those in the East. The
7th Pennsylvania, which served under Generals
Rosencrans and Buell in the Western theatre, was
originally given Belgian muzzle-loading rifles, which
were not replaced by Spencer and Burnside carbines
until early 1864. The 3rd Colarado, even further
west, was formed in August 1864 for a hundred days,
largely to fight Indians. Almost two months of that
time was wasted in simply acquiring equipment,
including weapons, and when the weapons arrived
they were hardly reassuring. *We were armed with
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old, out-of-date, muzzle-loading muskets, which
were loaded with paper cartridges,” recalled one
veteran. ‘We had to tear off the end of the paper
cartridge with our teeth, pour the powder into the
muzzle of the gun, ram the bullet and paper down on
top of the powder, and then see that the nipple that
held the cap was primed before putting the cap on.
These guns carried plenty of powder and lead, but
could not be depended on for accurate shooting
except at close range, and 1t was slow work reloading
them. However, I was fortunate enough to trade my
musket for a Sharp’s carbine.’

US Army Cavalry Weapons
The figures below mdicate the numbers of weapons

the US Army acquired and, for the most part, issued
between 1 January 1861 and 30 June 1866. Since the

Weapons Acquired/Issued by US Army

1 Jan. 1861-30 Junc 1866

Carbines Number Prstols Number
legrred Tegurred

Ballard 1,504 Allen's 536
Ball's 1,002 Adam's 415

| Burnside 53,507 Ball's 2814
Cosmopolitan 9,342 Colt’s Army 129730
Gallagher 22,728 Calt’s Navy 17,010

| Githbs' 1,052 Jusvin 1,100
Hall's 3,520 Perrin's 0
Joslyn 11,261 Pettingill’s 2,001
lindner 892 I.e Faucheux 121,374
Merrill's 14,495 Remington's Army 125,314
Mavnard's 20,002 Remington's Navy 11,901
Palmer's 1,001 Raphael’s 978
Remington’s 20,000 Savage's 11,284

| Sharp’s 80,512 Starr's 17,952
Snmuth's 30,062 Roger & Spencer’s 5,000
Spencer’s 94,196 Whitney 11,214
Starr’s 25,603 Foreign 100
Warner's 4,001 Huorse pistols 200
Wesson's 151 Signal pistols 348
I'rench carbines 200
Foreign carbines 10,051
Musketoons 3R7




period covers some time after the war had actually
ended, 1t will be skewed towards late-war weapons;
for example, vastly more Sharps carbines than Spen-
cers were carried in most of the actual cavalry com-
bat, particularly in earlier campaigns such as Shiloh,
Antictam, Vicksburg, and Gettysburg. Nonetheless,
the list shows the proportion of tvpes of weapons
Union cavalrymen actually carried.

FIELD SERVICE

The soldier’s day in camp began at dawn, when a
bugle call summoned him for the first roll call.
Thereafter the bugle dictated most of his activities,
from taking care of the horses to sitting down for
dinner. Much of the morning, after man and horse
were cared for, was spent in drill, since accurate drill
was still considered the prerequisite for all basic
battle manocuvres. A dress formation was held in the
evening, after which the soldier was dismissed and
the remaining time, until tattoo, was his own, Sun-
days were slightly less arduous; a dress parade and
full inspection in the morning were followed by a free
afternoon.

Ieisure time was, however, quite rare, as men of

the st Ohio Cavalry soon discovered: “T'he trooper
has his carbine to care for and keep in order; which
evens him up with the infantryman in care of arms
and equipments, and in addition to this he has his
revolver, sabre and horse equipments to keep in
order and his horse to water, feed and groom every
day, and the soldier who enlists in the cavalry service
expecting a “soft snap” will soon learn, to his sorrow,
that he has been laboring under a grievous mistake.
On a campaign or march in good weather, when it is
not necessary to pitch tents at night, the infantry
stack arms, get supper and are soon at rest or asleep;
but not so with the cavalryman — the company must
first put up the picket rope and then the horses must
be watered, fed and groomed. If there is no forage in
the wagon train, he must then hunt forage for his
horse, and perhaps go a mile or two for that. Then he
unsaddles, gets his coffee, grooms his horse, and is
ready to he down an hour after the infantryman 1s
asleep. In the morning, if the cavalry are to move at
the same hour the infantry are to march, they must
have reveille an hour earlier than the infantry, to have

M1833 dragoon sabre,
which was considered too
light for field service and
was generally unpopular,
He has two Colt revolvers
stuck in his belt.

Federal Ordnance officers
often pulled obsolete
equipment out of storage
to fill the needs of all the
volunrteers the army had
recruited. This
cavalryman holds an
time to feed, groom and water their horses; and while
he has the advantage on the march, it would not be
considered by the average citizen a very easy task to
march forty, fifty or even sixty miles a day mounted,
which was a usual occurrence on our scouts and
raids.’

Discipline
Never the strong point of a volunteer army, disci-
pline loosened further in the field. Foraging to supple-

ment the issued rations was common. Issue rations
were both limited and boring: they included desic-
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cated vege—tables, a sort of dried soup mix (which
apparently consisted mostly of turnips), salt pork or
beef, and the infamous ‘hard tack’. Eggs bought or
stolen from farmers, and fruit pie from the regimen
tal sutler, brought much-needed variety into the diet.

Stealing was something for which the cavalry-
man had more frequent opportunities than the
infantryman: his duties often took him away from the
main body of troops and the prying eves of superior
ofhcers. One lowa cavalryman noted that many of his
mates ‘carried on a wholesale robbery  business.
Money, watches, jewelry and valuables of any kind
were stolen by them calling themselves forages; they
were literally thieves, and robbing bandirtti.” Fven
when the cavalryman paid for items from Southern

civilians, it was often not with legal currency — a

On the move in the field,
two cavalrymen shared a
single shelter-tent, made
ol two pieces buttoned

together. This replicated

shelter tent, known by the
men as a ‘dog tent’, is
ready for inspection, with
the occupants’ equipment
laid out in it.

number of enterprising Northern printers produced
counterfeit Confederate currency, which they sold
cheaply to Union soldiers in large quantities.

Sutlers
[t was at the training camp that the cavalry recruit
first met the sutler, one of whom was authorized to
cach regiment. The sutler was a merchant, who sold
products that were not issued by the government,
but were considered important for the soldier’s
health and morale. They worked from a fixed spot in
the camp, often a shack with a canvas roof or a tent:
in the field they operated from wagons. According to
the exhaustive General Orders No. 27 and 35, dated
21 March 1862 and 7 February 1863, sutlers were
authorized to sell: apples, oranges, figs, lemons, but-
ter, cheese, milk, syrup, molasses, raisins, candles,
crackers, wallets, brooms, comforters, boots, pocket
looking glasses, pins, gloves, leather, tin washbasins,
shirt buttons, horn and brass buttons, newspapers,
books, tobacco, cigars, pipes, matches, blacking
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clothes  brushes, tooth  brushes, hair

brushes,

brushes, coarse and fine combs, emery, crocus,
pocket handkerchiefs; stationery, armor [gun| oil,
sweet oil, rotten stone, razor straps, razors, shaving
soap, soap, suspenders [braces|, scissors, shoestrings,
needles, thread, pencils, belt- and pocket-knives,
Bristol brick, canned meats and oysters, dried beef,
smoked tongues, tinned and fresh vegetables, pep
per, mustard, veast powders, pickles, sardines,
Bologna sausages, eggs, buckwheat flour, mackerel,
codfish, poultry, saucepans, tin coffee pots, tin plates
and cups, forks, knives, spoons, twine, wrapping
paper, uniform clothing for officers, socks, trim
mings for uniforms, shoes, shirts and drawers . . . In
the Western theatre sutlers were also allowed to sell
bicarbonate of soda, seidlitz powders, veast powders
and even lager beer, though the sale of alcoholic
beverages was otherwise generally prohibited.
‘Sutlers were regular sharks,” wrote one Ohio
cavalryman, ‘and their methods of doing business
was by Sutler’s checks from one pay-day to another.
These checks were either tickets or metal represent

mg from ten cents to one dollar, and any soldier

These cavalrymen, sketched by famous American artist
Winslow Homer, enjoyv the Thanksgiving holiday in
camp at their sutler’s tent.

could go and get a limited amount of checks and the
Sutler would charge him up on his books with the
full amount of them, and then when the soldier made
his purchases the Sutler would charge him up so as to
get ar least one hundred per cent. profit — for in-
stance, fifty cents a pound for cheese, one dollar for a
plug of Navy tobacco, and three dollars for a canteen
full of commissary whisky, warranted to kill at a
hundred vards. When pay-day arrived the Sutler was
on hand at the table besides the f’;l} master to L'U”L'L'l‘
and he alwavs got his full share of the greenbacks
paid out . . .’

In more permanent camps regimental sutlers had

ficrce competition. Only a short time after arriving al

one such camp in early 1862, a New York cavalryman
found that outside the bivouac area, ‘Streets were
laid out and named, and long lines of tent-shanties, in
which a brisk trade was carried on, gave a gay and
picturesque appearance to the place. Here a persua-
sive Jew made his bow, and invited vou in to buy his
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cheap clothing and his flimsy haberdashery; there, an
enterprising gentleman from Boston had opened a
showy establishment, and had everything the soldier
wanted, from a bunch of matches to a leathery
cheese. Then a respectable-looking gentleman from
New York invited vou in to sce the extensive stock he
was just opening, and intended to sell at cost and
expenses. He didn’t want to make a dollar out of the
soldier, he was sure he didn’t; and as for the like of a
bottle of good whiskey, why he always threw in that
as a matter of friendship. The “Broadway Saloon™
rivalled with the “Philadelphia House™ in the quan-
tity and quality of dinner given you for a dollar. Both
had their female contraband [ African-American|
waiters, draped in the gayest attire; both swarmed
with flies, and steamed with the heat of a furnace.’
On top of all that, it was always possible to find, the

cavalryman reported, ‘a “little game”™ going on just

bevond the Oaks.’

Pastimes
Gambling was always popular: *As soon as the sol-
diers were paid off, all the little dealers would get out
their “chuck a luck™ boards with the mysterious
white figures on a black oil-cloth and the games
would commence all along the line — in tents, on

cracker boxes, on forage sacks and wherever seats

Al

could be improvised. In fact, at some points where
the troops were paid off there was nothing to buy and
nothing to spend money for, and the boys that did
not send their money home must spend it in some
manner, and in some instances a devotee of the
alluring game of “draw poker™ or “Old sledge”
would sit down after being paid off and at one sitting
put every dime he had in the “Jack pot”. But the
players were all very hiberal, good-hearted fellows,
and when a comrade got “broke” they would alwavs
“put up a stake™ for him until the next pay day, if he
was “a square fellow.™”

I'he same Ohio cavalryman noted that, *In the
cavalry service horse racing was the great sport, and
the First Ohio was no exception to the rule. When we
were in camp for any length of time, and the service
was not too hard, the lovers of that sport would
improvise a track on some straight stretch of road, or
across some old fields or pastures, and the “sprint
ers” would be put in training under the care of some
experienced horsemen and jockeys, of which there
were a number in the regiment. . . . Very often races
would be made with horses of other regiments and
the betting would be heavy and the excitement ran
high."*'

With only a limited amount of money available to
lose or spend, the soldier had to find some other way
One voung cavalry bugler
rides his animal inside a
sutler’s tent, while to the
left of picture another
cavalryman sits on a
barrel. The sutler was
often the social center of a
cavalry camp, (Frank
Leslie’s Hustrared News)

Right: Winter quarters
usually consisted of log
huts with roofs made from
the tents. A company of
the I14th Massachusctts
Cavalry return to their
winter quarters in the
winter of 186162, while a
log-cutting detail, bortom
right, chops firewood.



Above: These cavalrymen,
seated in front of the
camera, look across a
camp at a group of some
200 Confederate prisoners
captured during the 1862
campaign in the Valley of

Virginia. The cavalryman
standing, near right, rests
on a Sharps carbine. Note
the shelter-half tent, open
at both ends, on the near
left, and the teepee-like
Sibley tents, which did

gear, along with a sheet-
iron stove in the centre tor
warmth. (National
Archive)

not last through the year,
on the near right. Shelrer-
half rents were buttoned
together and shared by two
men; each Sibley tent was
designed to house 20
soldicrs and their personal
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of passing most of his idle hours. Wherever possible,

the troopers took in the sights; many had scen little of

the world beyond their own farms and the nearby
small market towns, and cities, especially Washing-
ton, were special treats. A visit to the US Capitol
building was a must, and many soldiers recorded
visits to George Washington’s tomb along  the
Potomac River. Almost evervthing in the South was
of interest, especially the slaves. Few Northerners
had seen African—Americans before; and some who
had not been in favour of abolition before the war
turned abolitionist once they saw how the slaves were
forced to live, The average Union cavalryman, how

ever, is unlikely to have claimed he was fighting for
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Boxes of food, clothing,
and reading materials
from home were the things
that often kept a soldier
going. These cavalrymen
enjoy one of their fellow
troopers’ boxes from home
during the Christmas 1861
holiday.
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Right: Eventually large
cash bounties had to be
offered to artract recruits
into Union cavalry
regiments. Here, in the
left toreground, a
cavalryman tries to
persuade a civilian into
joining the ranks of his
regiment. (Frank Leslic's

Hiustrated News)

freedom for the salves, or for equality between the
races.

indeed, thanks
to extensive public schooling in the North, most

Mail writing was very popular

soldiers were hterate. “Men who never wrote a letter
in their lives before, are at it now’, wrote a 2nd New
York Cavalry captain, ‘those who cannot write at all
arc cither learning, or engage their comrades to write
for them, and the command 1s doing more writing in
one dav than, I should judge, we used to do in a
month, and, perhaps, a vear.” Most of these letters
were predictably similar: they gave news about the
writer, especially his health, and about other local
bovs in the same unit; they enquired about the



unattached
women; and they asked for items to be sent from

goings-on back home, especially  of

home, including food, stamps (which were hard to
get at the front), items of clothing, and reading
material.

Soldiers also read newspapers sent from home,
popular novels (which were cheaply available
paperback), which
widely distributed by chaplains and organizations
Ambitious men

and religious  literature, was
such as the Christian Commission,
rcad military manuals to improve their prospects
of promotion. Newspapers from the South could
occasionally be obtained by trade with the enemy.
Fraternization was greatly frowned upon, but
when the two sides went into winter quarters, as
along the Rappahannock River in the winter of 1862
63, pickets often held informal truces. Typically,
tobacco and newspapers from the Confederates were
exchanged for coffee and newspapers from  the
Federals. When a river separated the two sides the

men improvised small boats to sail their trading

goods across.
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Baseball, often called ‘rounders’, was just gaining
popularity and was replacing cricket as the most
popular American sport. Regiments from largely
urban areas where baseball was played, such as New
York and Philadelphia, raised teams and taught units
from places where the game was still little known. It
was a game that could be improvised at short notice;
all that was needed was a short pole, casily produced
from a voung tree, and a ball perhaps made from a
walnut wrapped in varn, with simple markers to
A New York
camp in carly 1862 that *An exciting game of ©
ball” was plaved on the eleventh, near our canip,
between boys of the “Fourteenth Brooklyn™ and the
Harris Light |2nd New York Cavalry]. The contest
resulted in a drawn game, so that neither could claim

indicate bases. cavalryman wrote from

‘hase-

the victory.’

Concerts put on by various unit bands were
another popular form of free entertainment. The
same New York cavalryman noted: “T'o increase the
variety of our experience, and to give it a pleasing

tone, Kilpatrick’s brigade-band made its first appear-
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ance in front of head-quarters this evening. They
discourse national airs in a manner that thrilled and
clated us, making the welkin ring with their excellent
music.” Cavalry brigade bands were authorized by
General Order No. 91 of July 1861, and were to
contain a band leader and 16 musicians. Generally
the musicians plaved some form of brass horn: a
cornet (or saxhorn), an alto horn, a tenor horn, a
baritone horn, and a bass horn. Drums, both side and
bass, and cymbals were occasionallv added. In larger
bands woodwind scctions comprising  piceolos,
flutes, and soprano clarinets were added, although
these were unusual.

\Ithough carly in the war the bandsmen were
put to work during battle aiding the wounded, this
job was later taken over by Ambulance Corpsmen.
Jandsmen sometimes reverted to their original role
and actually plaved during battle. During the battle
one, officers have brought
their camp chairs and sit
in the front, while a
regiment or brigade band,
extreme right, plays
hvmns.

Vmericans of the 1860s
were often sincerely
religious; most Union
cavalrymen went to
church services when they
had the chance. At this

of Dinwiddie Court House, for example, the com-
manding officer of the Tst Marine Cavalry recalled
that *Our band came up from the rear and cheered
and animated our hearts by its rich music; ere long a
rebel band replied by giving us Southern airs; with
cheers from each side in encouragement of its own
band, a cross-fire of the “Star Spangled Banner”,
“Yankee Doodle™, and “John Brown", mingled with
“Dixie” and the “Bonnie Blue Flag”.”

Religion was an important aspect of life in an age
where the majority of the population were church-
goers. Fach regiment was authorized a chaplain,
though the position was often vacant. Chaplains held
religious services on Sundays, and on many other
mornings and evenings as well, and these were usu-
ally well attended. In many units the men organized
their own praver or Bible study groups, and these
were popular whether the unit had a chaplain or not,
Chaplains had to be from a recognized Christian faith
until the Sth Pennsylvania Cavalry Regiment, a unit
largely made up of Jews and with a Jewish colonel,
appointed a Jew, Michael Allen, as their chaplain.,

Allen was a cantor rather than a rabbi, although he
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had received a certificate as a Haber (I'ellow i Jewish
Studies). Although he was at first dismissed when
discovered by the authorities the rules were changed
in 1862, and from then on rabbis were allowed to
become chaplains.

Drinking, though officially banned, was always
popular. T'roops near towns could generally get away
to visit local saloons; otherwise many sutlers sneaked
liquor into the camps to sell to the troops. Beer was
not popular at this date except among German
troops, and most men preferred whiskey in one form
or another. Some managed to have friends at home
ship them liquor in innocent-looking packages — one
ingenious man had a bottle sent to him stuffed inside
a roast goose. Officers drank wines as well, and often
carcfully nurtured friendships with the regimental
surgeon, who had a supply of whiskey issued for
medicinal purposces.

Prostitutes also followed the armies, especially
settling in places such as Washington, where a large
number of troops were in garrison at any given time.
Since the cavalry were often posted on the outskirts
of the army they were more able to take advantage
of the available women than the infantry or
artillery.

On the March
A great deal of time was spent on the move, however,
where many of these activities were impossible. The
cavalry was noted for long marches, both during
campaigns with the rest of the army as they protected
the flanks and scouted ahead, and on raids when they

were on their own, Sometimes they rode for most of

the hours of the day and night. In such cases they
often slept in the saddle;, wrote a 2nd New York
Cavalry captain, ‘cither leaning forward on the pom-
mel of the saddle, or on the roll of coat and blanket,
or sitting quite erect, with an occasional bow forward
or to the right or left, like the swaving of a flag on a
signal station, or like the carcenings of a drunken
man. T'he horse of such a sleeping man will seldom
leave his place in the column, though this will some-
times occur, and the man awakes at last to find
himself alone with his horse which is grazing along
some unknown field or woods. Some men, having
lost the column in this way, have fallen into the
enemy’s hands. Sometimes a fast-walking horse in
one of the rear companies will bear his sleeping lord

Kenrucky, on 9 June 1863,
he was captured at
Ream’'s Station, Virginia,
on 29 June 1864. He
survived captivity, but
his health was so
damaged that he was
discharged on 26 May

Captain I'ranklin 5. Case,
seen here with his wife
Clara, was elected second
licutenant ot Co. H, 2nd
Ohio Volunteer Cavalry
when it was formed in
August 1861. He was
promoted to first

lieutenant on 10 May 1862
and to captain on 19 May

1863. Wounded in fighting

1863; his regiment
remained in service until
that Seprember. (Suce

near Monticello, Kerckgyarto)

quickly along, forcing his wayv through the ranks
ahead of him, until the poor fellow is awakened, and
finds himself just passing by the colonel and his staff
at the head of the column!”

When finally able to halt, troops in the field had
time to do little more than take care of their horses,
cook for themselves, clean their weapons if neces
sary, and set up shelter-halves or roll up in their
waterproofed ponchos and blankets for the night.
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COMBAT &
TACTICS

Union cavalry was not especially well used in the
carly days of the war. Most commanders, with back
grounds from other branches of the service, used
their cavalrymen on picket or headquarters duty;
they were rarely organized into large mobile bodies.
As late as 1864, when Maj.Gen. Philip Sheridan
assumed command of the Army of the Potomac’s
Cavalry Corps, this was stll often the case. On
reviewing his new command he noted that ‘the
horses were thin and very much worn down by
excessive and, it seemed to me, unnecessary picket
duty, for the cavalry picket line almost completely
encircled the mfantry and artillery of the army,
covering a distance, on a continuous line, of nearly
sixty miles, with hardly a mounted Confederate con

tour-hour long pitched
bartle with Confederate
cavalry units. (Frank
Leslie’s Hlustrated News)

Federal cavalrymen capture
a Confederate gun near
Culpepper, Virginia, on 14
Seprember 1863, tollowing a

fronting it at any point. From the very beginning o
the war the enemy had shown more wisdom respect
ing his cavalry than we. Instead of wasting it
strength by a policy of disintegration he, at an carly
day, had organized his mounted force into compac
masses, and plainly made it a favorite. . .
Eventuallv, Union commanders took their cu
from the Confederacy which, from the beginning o
the war, had grouped its cavalry into full brigade:
and corps and sent them off on destructive raids int
1863 the had
learned, and the Union sent entire corps of cavalry or

cnemy  territory, By lesson beer
raids. Especially notable were Grierson’s Raid i
April=May 1863 in Mississippi, the strike agains
Richmond in 1864, and Wilson’s Raid into Alabam:
and Georgia in 1865, Indeed, many of the ‘cam-
paigns’ of the war, such as the 1864 Vallev Campaigr
under Maj.Gen. Sheridan, were really little more
than large cavalry raids. The objective of these raid:
was to weaken the will of the Southern population te
ficht, and to destroyv the South’s agricultural anc
manufacturing capabilities. This strategy was the
cavalry’s main contribution to the eventual Union

victory.




= Captain, Ist Dragoons, California 1858




Dismounted sabre drill
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Dismounted tactics, Gettysburg, 1 July 1863




Private, 1st Ohio
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Live and let live, the Rapidan

river, winter 1863-64




The eyes and ears of the army, the Wilderness 1864




Grierson’s Raid, Newton Station, Mississippi, 24 April 1863 K
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1: Sergeant, 3rd New Jersey Cavalry, 1864 5: Spencer repeating carbine with

2: US regulation M.1859 McClellan saddle, Blakeslee Quickloader case
carbine thimble, and nose bag 6: Hooded ‘talma’ or cloak

3: Remington .44 calibre revolver 7: Gilt eagle spur

4: 1863 pattern single-reined bridle with curb bit 8: Iron picket pin and rope




The training and combat
potential of cavalry were
often wasted in the carly
vears of the war as
commanders tended to
use their mounted troops
as pickets or, as here,
couriers. In this 1861
photograph (as indicated
by the havelock, a cap
cover which lasted a short
time in service) an officer
of the day seribbles a note
to give to the cavalry
courier. (John R. Sickles)

Deficiencies in tactics
Most recruits believed that cavalry actions would
involve hordes of sabre-swinging riders dashing on
broken infantry formations or against enemy cavalry
units, acting like the knights in the books they had
read in their childhood. The main cavalry combat
doctrine of the tme was designed for just such
situations; however, i reality combat rarely devel-

oped as planned. Foot troops quickly Tearned that if

they remained calm and kept their formations intact
no mounted charge could dislodge them. William
Watson, of the 3rd Louisiana Infantry, described the
first time his regiment met cavalry during the battle
of Wilson’s Creek: ‘Suddenly some one cried out that
there was cavalry coming down upon us. “Pooh!”
cried Colonel NUIntosh, “who the devil cares for
cavalry? Here, vou rifles, rake vour position along
that fence and send them to the rightabout.™ This
was addressed to our company, and we ran and took
up position. We saw the cavalry advancing upon us,
but before they came within range of our rifles a
shower of grape and shrapnels from Woodruff’s
battery sent them to the rightabout.”

This scene was to be repeated almost every time
cavalry attempted to foree a dismounted unit’s posi-
tion; as a result, the mounted charge against troops

on foot was largely abandoned in practice. One Brit-

ish professional officer decried Civil War cavalry
combat, saving that the sabre was rarely used and
neither side actually charged the other. Instead, cach
side would exchange shots, often at fairly safe dis-
tances, until one side or the other withdrew. Accord-
ing to a member of the Tst Ohio Cavalry, “in the carly
part of our service it was usual to halt to receive the
attack of the enemy, and attempt to fire from our
horses, instead of dismounting to fight on foot, or
drawing saber and charging him; all of which we
learned before the close of the war’.

T'he reason was simple: modern firearms had
made the mounted cavalry charge virtually obsolete.
By the time a mounted regiment got close enough to
a dismounted unit to engage it with sabres, it had
alrcady been torn apart by rifle or carbine fire. In
May 1862 a Union cavalry expedition was sent
against the Mobile and Ohio Railroad in Missouri.
‘While we were still wrecking the road,” recalled
Philip Sheridan, then commander of the 2nd Michi-
gan Cavalry Regiment, ‘a dash was made at my right
and rear by a squadron of Confederate cavalry. This
was handsomely met by the reserve under Captain
Archibald P. Campbell, of the Second Michigan,
who, dismounting a portion of his command, re-
ceived the enemy with such a volley from his Colt’s
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\dvancing on

Potomac.
horseback was uncommeon;
dismounted skirmishing
was more usual.

An artist at the front in fall
1862 sketched this advance
of mounted skirmishers
from rthe Army of the

repeating rifles that the squadron broke and fled in all
directions.’

In just this way the Union cavalry held up the
Confederate advance into Getysburg on 1 July 1863,
long enough for Union infantry to get into a strong
defensive position. Indeed, many of Maj.Gen. John
Buford’s 1st Cavalry Division troopers fought as
infantrymen during that action. Some of the 3rd
Indiana, for example, had comrades lead their horses
to the rear, their carbines still hooked to the saddles;
they took up rifled muskets from the fallen, and
joined Wisconsin infantrymen from the ITron Bri-
gade. Meanwhile, according to Buford’s official re-
port of the battle, other cavalrymen had taken ‘partial
shelter behind a low stone fence, and were in short
carbine range. Their fire was perfectly terrific,
causing the enemy to break and rally on their second
line, which made no further advance towards my
position,’

This is not to say that the cavalry never charged.
Brig.Gen. John F. Farnsworth led a heroic although
costly charge at Gettysburg. On the third day of the
Army of the

battle he was ordered by Potomac
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cavalry  division commander  Maj.Gen.  Judson
Kilpatrick to take his brigade across an uneven field
broken by large rocks and small brush, against two
unbroken regiments of Alabama infantry; two bri-
gades of Confederate infantry on their right also had
them in their gunsights. Farnsworth protested the
order, but Kilpatrick, as typically inept as most early
Federal cavalry commanders, insisted on the charge,
adding, ‘If vour are afraid to lead this charge, I will
lead it’. His Victorian sense of honour cut to the
quick, Farnsworth demanded that Kilpatrick take
back his insinuation, adding that he would indeed
lead the charge. He would have been better advised
to take up his superior’s offer, for the sake of the lives
of many Union cavalrymen whdom Kilpatrick would
waste in the future, if not for his own. The charge did
result in the capture of some hundred Confederate
infantrymen, but at the loss of 65 good cavalrymen,
including Farnsworth himself.

Dismounted tactics

Other cavalry units could also handle a sabre charge
as well as Farnsworth’s men; Custer’s Michigan
Brigade, for example, had a reputation for daredevil
assaults. In many cavalry brigades certain regiments
or battalions were designated as foot units, while
others concentrated on the sword, ‘From the time of



the organization of the Michigan brigade,’ one vet-
eran later recalled, ‘the First regiment had been
designated as distinctively a sabre regiment, the Fifth
and Sixth for fighting on foot, as they were armed
with Spencer rifles [sic], and the result was that with
them, dismounting to fight when in contact with the
enemy in the carly part of their terms became a sort
of sccond nature. The First had a year’s experience
with the cavalry before the others went out, and it
was in a saber charge at the Second Bull Run battle
that Brodhead its first colonel was killed. The First
Vermont, like the. First Michigan, was a saber
regiment and went out in 1861. When this regiment
was attached to the brigade, Custer had three saber
regiments, and it fell to the lot of the Fifth and
Sixth Michigan to be selected more often than the
others, perhaps, for dismounted dutv. It often hap-
pened, however, that the entire brigade fought
dismounted at the same tme; and sometimes,
though not often, all would together
mounted. Owing to the nature of the country, most
of the fighting in Grant’s campaign from the Wil-
derness to the James was done on foot. In the
Shenandoah valley campaign in the latter part of the
vear 1864, the reverse was the case and at the battles
of Tom’s Brook, Winchester and Cedar Creek the
troopers in the command for the most part kept to

charge

the saddle throughout the engagements.” General
Sheridan recalled that his first command contained
a ‘sabre battalion’, while the rest of the regiment
was armed with Colt rifles, which they used as their
main weapons.

In such a case, the official tactical system pro-
duced by Philip St. George Cooke and published in
Philadelphia in 1862, was the first system used. It
called for cavalry to deploy in a single line, manoeu-
vring from a column into line by groups of fours.
This system did not survive the war, According to a
Michigan cavalryman, ‘The winter of 1863-64 was
one of hard work for the Federal cavalry. In addition
to their other duties, the Michigan regiments were
required to change their tactical formation and learn
a new drill. Up to that ume Philip St. George
Cooke's single rank cavalry tactics had been used.
The tactical unit was the set of fours and all move-
ments were exccuted by wheehng these [four-man]
units. There was but one rank. For some reason, it
was decided to substitute the old United States
cavalry tactics and form in double ranks.’

Most fighting, however, was not done according
to the manual, on horseback, but dismounted. Fach
fighting unit retained its four-man basic component,
but in the case of dismounted fighting the fourth man
would hold the horses of the other three behind the

SN R e -

This cavalryman posing
in front of a Napoleon
cannon wears shoulder
scales, and an oilcloth
rain cover on his cap. A
half~=chevron on his left
forearm indicates that he
is a veteran volunteer
with three yvears of Civil
War service to his name.
(US Army Military
History Institute)
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lines while the three fought the enemy on foot with
their carbines.

The range of the carbine largely determined the
distances at which cavalrymen fought, and put them
at a severe disadvantage when up against enemy
infantry. Modern firing tests with US Army issue

-

carbines, conducted by Gunns & lmmo magazine
with original weapons in excellent condition, rested
on sandbags, showed their effective ranges to be
significantly less than the longer-barrelled rifled
musket of the infantry. An MI1861 rifled musket,
when shooting ofthand, could put ten consecutive
shots in an 1 1-inch bullseyve at 333 vards; and it could
be sighted and fired at 900 vards. Carbines had sights
that allowed for fire at 500 vards, but were not very
effective bevond 100 vards. The Sharps, the most
common carbine of the war, when fired from a
benchrest, placed a group of shots within a five-inch
circle at 100 vards; Smith and Merrill carbines were
just as accurate. The Spencer, however, could only
place rounds within a seven-inch target at 50 yards
Peninsular Campaign, 27
June 1862 \n artist for
Harper's Weekly magazine
saw the event and made
this sketch of it

Infantry, standing firm,
could always drive oft’
cavalry; here Contederates
resist a charge of the 5th
LS Cavalry Regiment
during fighting in the
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and a nine-inch one at 100 vards, and was quite
inaccurate bevond that range; of course, the seven-
shot Spencer made up in firepower what it lacked in
'd{.'l_'L[I"dC_\ i

Successful engagements
The improvements in firepower and range of both

infantry
changes in tactics. Aside from its use in ‘mopping-

and cavalry  weapons  dictated  radical
up’ operations, the cavalry charge was virtually de-
funct; the new tactical emphasis was on mobility and
dismounted firepower. This combination won the
day in what may have been the single best example of
what the new Union cavalry could do: the capture of
Selma, Alabama, by cavalrymen of Maj.Gen. James
. Wilson’s command in March 1865,

The city was well defended, and fortified in
depth with a ring of defensive works built by trained
engineers months before the assault. Two brigades of
dismounted Union cavalrvmen armed with Spencers
charged into the defensive lines on foot, one group
advancing while the other covered them with fire, in
a classic alternating fire-and-movement manocuvre.
They rapidly overran an outer line defended by
Confederate infantrymen protected by abatis. With

out a pause, they charged through a second line 200




vards behind the first, protected by wire stretched
between low stakes, and sharpened pikes sticking out
of the ground, and defended by infantry and artillery.
When the dismounted cavalrymen had cleared a gap
in the sccond line, mounted troopers charged
though. The 7,000 defenders who had rallied at the
third and final hine stopped the mounted charge, so
these cavalrymen dismounted and joined their com-
rades on foot. The attackers — only 1,700 Union
quickly forced the final line; then all
remounted, and rode quickly into the city. According

cavalrymen

to the Confederate commander — the respected
the speed and
momentum of the assault could not be stopped.
Forrest was under the impression that his men faced

Maj.Gen. Natham Bedford Forrest

cqual numbers of attackers, instead of outnumbering
them six to one. Union casualties were only 40 killed,
2060 wounded, and seven missing, Confederate casu-
alties are not known, but 2,700 troops and 106
cannon were captured. Wilson himself called it ‘the
most remarkable achievement in the history of mod-

purpose, both as a point to
dress on, and as a rallving
point in battle.

T'wo guidons are carried in
a cavalry charge. The
guidon served an actual

ern cavalry, and one admittedly illustrative of its new
powers and tendencies.”’

During the operations of which the capture of
Selma formed a part, Wilson's men also made a
number of successful night attacks. In one such
assault some 400 officers and men of the 3rd Towa
Cavalry captured a Confederate fort near Columbus,
Georgia, which was defended by 3,000 Confederates
with 27 cannon. At 8.30 p.m. theyv advanced on foot
and brushed aside the defenders; the 10th Missouri
Cavalry was sent forward to exploit the success, and
although initially successful, the unit was subse-
quently driven back. The 3rd Towa then returned to
the attack, part storming the fortifications under
heavy fire; under the cover of darkness much of the
shooting was too high, and the dismounted Union
troopers soon gained the fort. The rest of the 3rd,
which had been kept mounted in reserve, was then
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letter in the canton. (West
Point Museum
Collections)

The regulation cavalry
company guidon was red,
white, and blue, like the
US flag, with the company

sent in to complete the suecesstul caprure. Within
one hour the battle was over and the fort was in
Union hands. There is an unmistakably modern
flavour to this action: the Union cavalry exploited
speed, firepower, and poor visibility to overcome
superior enemy forees.

WOUNDS AND
SICKNESS

During the Civil War the prospects for a wounded
soldier were not good. Although medical science had
made advances over the previous two centuries, it

still left a great deal to be desired: the concept of

microbes was unknown; instruments and operating
areas were not sterilized, and the risk of infection
from even  minor wounds was extremely high.
Rather than the clean slash wounds from sabres
which most cavalrymen expected to be the main risk
of their branch of service, their most common
wounds came in fact from the mfantryman’s rifled
musket and the cavalryman’s carbine and pistol: Less
than 0.4 per cent of all wounds were caused by edged
weapons, including bayonets; only 5.5 per cent came
from artillery, ‘torpedoes’ (mines) and grenades. At
Fredericksburg, only six out of the 7,302 recorded
Federal wounded were injured by sabre or bayonet.
The wounded soldier was first treated by his
regiment’s medical staff, which included a surgeon,
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an assistant surgeon, and an enhisted hospital stew-
ard. T'he actual job of taking a wounded soldier from
the field at first fell to regimental bandsmen. Later in
the war enlisted men of the Ambulance Corps,
specially appointed and trained and under medical
officer supervision, were generally the first to the
atd of a stricken soldier. They were usually 1denti-
ficd by some special badges, in most armies consist-
ing of a green halt-chevron and a band around the
cap.

These men brought the soldier to a field aid
station, run by the regiment’s assistant surgeon and
hospital steward. There the wounded were quickly
patched up as far as was possible. If the wound was
sheght, the soldier often opted to return to the front
after a short rest; otherwise, he was sent back to a
regimental hospital. Here operations such as amputa-
tions were performed by the regimental surgeon.
Later in the war, however, it was found more effi-
cient to gather all the surgeons from various regi-
ments into a larger hospital organized on a brigade or
even division level. Major operations were thereafter
generally performed in these hospitals, the best sur-
geons performing the surgery while the others as-
sisted according to their hights.

If, after a brief stay, the cavalryman was fit to
return to his regiment for active duty, he did so.
Otherwise he was sent, often in specially equipped
railroad hospital cars, to a general hospital in the rear.
Most of these permanent hospitals were built around
major cities such as Washington, Philadelphia, New
York, or Chicago. If he was still unfit for duty after a
spell in a general hospital, the trooper was usually
discharged, although after carly 1863 he could also be
transterred for the rest of his period of enlistment
into the Invalid Corps (later Véteran Reserve Corps),
which performed static guard or provost marshal
duties, and helped out in hospitals. Men capable of
semi-active duty, who could handle weapons, were
assigned to Ist Battalion companies and served
mostly as guards, while those who had lost limbs
were allotted to 2nd Battalion companies and per-
formed hospital duties.

Bullet wounds were not only the most common
battlefield injury they were also the most dangerous.
Slow-moving (950 fps muzzle velocity for the infan-
try rifle musket) and heavy (one ounce), the lead
bullets dragged dirty uniform cloth and other debris



deep into wounds; they shattered bone, and tore
flesh. The only way of treating most major wounds to

the limbs was amputation. ‘In the most available

places tables have been spread for the purpose of

amputations,” wrote a New York cavalry officer after
Cedar Mountain. *We cannot approach them, with
their heaps of mangled hands and feet, of shattered
bones and vet quivering flesh, without a shudder. A
man must need the highest stvle of heroism, willing
to drag himself or be borne by others to one of these
tables, to undergo the process of the amputating
blade.’

Post-operative infection was alwavs a danger,
given the msanitary operating conditions. Pus was

thought, incorrectly, to be a positive sign of recovery;

and all too often the black flesh and sickening stench
of gangrene followed operations. This mortifving
flesh had to be cut away, and secondary amputations
were common. A surprising number of men survived
both itial and secondary amputations, even if gan-
grene were mvolved; blood poisoning, however, was
almost always fatal,

There was no planned physical therapy for men

to learn to use prostheses in place of their amputated

limbs. Men learned to walk again on their own, often
with the help of their fellows or others who had
previously lost limbs and were now in Veteran Re-
serve Corps 2nd Battalion companies assigned to the
hospital.

Major wounds to the head, chest or abdomen
were largely untreatable save by bed care and praver.
Luckily the benefits of operating on unconscious
patients had been appreciated almost two decades
carlier, and the US Armyv's medical officers were
generally well supplied with anaesthetics such as

chloroform.

[Living conditions and discasc

Huge numbers of men also arrived at hospitals suf

fering from diseases. Larly in the war a great number

Lt a temporary ard station
just behind the front line a
regimental assistant
surgeon, kneeling Ieft,
performes first aid on a
patient, while a hospital

assigned for medical
service, Here the
wounded soldier got the
first medical assistance
he needed, before being
sent on by an ambulance,

steward, centre, takes
medicine out of a specially
designed hospital
knapsack worn by a soldier

as in the background, to
the regimental or brigade
hospital.




of soldiers from rural backgrounds fell prey to basic
discases such as measles, mumps, and chickenpox;
they had not been exposed to these aillments in
childhood as had soldiers from urban backgrounds.
Once in the service, the most common ailments could
be traced to microbes in badly cooked food or tainted
water. Statistics suggest that the average Union cav-
alryman was sick twice a vear with something major
enough to be reported to a doctor. The average
mortality rate from these diseases exceeded 53.4 per
thousand.
Indeed, the average Civil War soldier was far
from aware of the importance of cleanliness in main-
taining health. An inspection of the 2nd Towa Cavalry
in January 1862 found ‘dirty shoes and boots in and

about the bunks, [and]| scraped sweepings from the

floor under the bunks |and tables]. Consequently,

while the regiment was in these barracks over 60 of

its members died. In the 2nd Michigan Cavalry strict

large numbers of wounded
men. They were designed
to admit as much fresh air
and light as possible.
(Frank Lelie's Hlustrated
News)

The large general hospital
at Hilton Head, North
Carolina, was typical of
hospitals built by the army
especially for the purpose
of receiving and treating
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orders were issued that straw mattresses and blankets
had to be aired for five hours every five days, and the
men had to bathe ‘at least once a week’; and this
regiment lost far fewer men to discase than did the
Towa unit. Indeed, many regiments had to order their
men to wash; 1st Massachusetts Cavalry officers had
to order the troopers to wash their dirty necks, faces,
and hands in January 1863, long after the unit had
been organized.

The South had a far less healthy climate than the
northern arcas where most of the Union troops
originated. Mosquitoes were common, as were tape
worms and various parasitic microbes. T'he hot cli-
mate itself, especially as experienced in heavy wool
uniforms on active service, helped to tire men out
and break down their health.

The diseases acquired from unhealthy environ-
ments were generally treated with ineffective phar-
Alcohol

although some doctors ques-

maceuticals, including was the
primary drug used,
tioned its use as a general remedy; nonetheless, it was
widely dispensed as a first medicine of choice, which
partly explains the long lines before the doctor’s

mereury.,

quarters for daily sick call. Quinine was another
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common drug, as were some mystery preparations
such as the frequently mentioned ‘blue mass’. The
most common complaint, diarrhoea or dysentery,
which averaged 711 per thousand every vear, was
treated with Epsom salts, castor o1l (in the morning),
or opium (in the evening). Men usually got over the
discases themselves despite such medicines; how
ever, deaths from diseases such as chronice diarrhoea
were not at all uncommon.

[Horses were equally at risk from sickness and
wounds; veterinary science had developed even less
than had medical knowledge. On 1 August 1863
allowance was made for the appointment of one
veterinary surgeon for cach cavalry regiment; how-
ever, most had little or no actual training, The few
schools in existence varied in quality; and many were
little more than diploma mills which required little
education to enter and little more than a tuition *fee’
to ensure graduation. Many of these schools were
centred in Philadelphia, where as late as 1877 it was
possible to purchase a degree in veterinary science
for only $100.

THE PLATES

Al: Captain, Ist Dragoons, Calitornia, 1858

This officer wears the field dress as laid down in the
1857 dress regulations. As this units service in Cali-
fornia had shown in reality many of the items would
have been modified if not thrown awav. In particular
the Jeff Davis or Hardee hat would almost certainly
have been discarded in favour of a more practical
slouch hat. Many officers replaced the frock coat
with the more comfortable waist length cloth jacket,
it is doubtful that the cross belt and sash would have
survived long on active service. The unit was origi-
nally authorised on 2 March 1833 as the US Regi-
ment of Dragoons but as the cavalry increasingly
developed dismounted tacties the utle of Dragoons
became superfluous. The unit was redesignated as
the 1st Cavalry on 3 August 1861. A2 United States
Army Cavalry tactics manual; AJ: Field binoculars
and case; A4 Stamped brass cavalry officer’s badge;
A% Officers and NCOs belt buckle; A6: Dragoon
tunic button; A7 Enlisted man’s waist belt, Buff
leather with brass keeps, and standard belt-plate; A8:
Model 1860 44-calibre Colt Army revolver, widely

A i *

The cape on the mounted man’s overcoat reached w ell
below the wrists, (Richard Carlile)

issued to cavalrymen, taking loose powder and ball or
cartridges of paper, foil, or skin; A9 Standard issuc
cavalry spur; A1 Pistol ammunition, .44-calibre
Colt paper cartridges that required percussion caps
which would have been carried in a cap box on the
waist-belt.

B: Dismounted sabre drill

The only way to familiarise the raw recruits with the
confusing array of weapons and equipment was re
petitive drill. They would invariably arrive at their
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units with little or nothing i the way of training. If

there was a lull in the fighting then there might be
time cnough for a more experienced NCO to teach
them some basie skills. If the unit was on campaign
however they would have to Iearn *on the job’, which
might make the difference between life and death.
Here a corporal 1s taking the opportunity of a break
on the march to mtroduce three recruits to the
mysteries of the sabre. The middle trooper has cor
rectly adopted position 41, right point. Tis comrades
have not performed quite as well. The trooper on the

right has in fact adopted position 55, against infantry

right parry, although he mayv just have realised his
error. Their companion scems to be struggling but
he may well never get to use the sabre in anger
anyway. ‘The carbine was rapidly becoming the
trooper’s preferred weapon, the increased accuracy
and effectiveness of fircarms and artillery having
rendered the old fashioned cavalry charge practically
portable forge was an
important figure in the
cavalry regiments.

(Frank Leslie’s HHustrared
News)

Cavalry means horses,
which therefore requires
the equipment to keep
them in the ficld. The
blacksmith and his

suicidal. Judging by the amused looks of the old
sweats in the background this is a lesson they have

alrcady learned.

C: On the march

During the early vears of the war the Federal cavalry
lacked the confidence and experience to cut loose
from its large, slow moving field armies in the way
that the Southern troopers scemed able to do almost
at will. Their duties were largely confined to those of
headquarters guards and couriers, although they
were still L’\pL‘L‘IL‘tI o ]H'r]\idu a pr‘utt‘t'!i\c sereen
around the army to discourage the enemy’s inquisi

tive scouts. When on campaign they would more
often than not have been encumbered with all the
impedimenta of the logistic ‘tail” of the army. This
lack of mobility and confidence greatly reduced the
cffectiveness of the cavalry arm in the carly vears of

the war,

D: A bivouac in the ficld
Conditions on campaign were spartan for all con-

cerned but particularly so for the rank and file. The




enlisted trooper would often share a two-man but-
ton-down canvas tent, or if encamped for a period of
time and well supplied might have the slight comfort
of living in a 20 birth *Siblev’ tent. Even under the
best of circumstances conditions were cramped, and
he still had the major task of taking care of his main
asset, his horse.

The officers on the other hand did have some
degree of comfort, alwavs allowing for a lull in the
fighting or a rest period. They usually had a tent for
themselves where some of the comforts of home
might be stowed.away as we see in this scene. A
writing desk and stationary set were always treasured
items, for letters home and for the orders of the day.
He may well have had, depending upon rank, an
array of personal possessions such as travelling chest;
portable stove; drinks cabinet; the current newspa-
pers; and a fresh supply of books. If the unit was
travelling light, however, the officers would often be
expected to tolerate the same conditions as the men
under their command.

E: Dismounted tactics, Major General John
Buford’s Ist Cavalry Division, Gettvsburg, 1
Julv 1863

They will attack you i the mornimg and they will come

boominy . .. You will have to fight like the devil until

support arrives.” John Bulford’s prediction to one of

his brigade commanders the night before the Battle
of Gettysburg emphasised the role his cavalry corps
would play in this engagement. They met the ad-
vance of Heth’s Alabama and Mississippt divisions
head on as they made their way up the Chambers-
burg Pike, north-west of Gettvsburg heading to-
wards the town, expecting to mecet little resistance
from the Federal cavalry detachment they knew to be
there. Buford, a strong willed Kentuckian regular
soldier and ex-Indian fighter, commanded a tghtly
disciplined and experienced corps of troopers. An
added advantage was their newly equipped seven-
shot Sharpes carbine which in the hands of a sound
marksman could loose off twenty rounds per minute.
With five times the fire power of the ‘Butternut’
soldiers advancing towards them they presented a

This double-breasted
regulation field grade
ofticer’s coat was worn by
Licutenant Colonel

Augustus W. Corliss, 2nd
Rhode Island cavalry.
(Chris Nelson)

formidable barrier.

This was classic dismounted tactics; one out of
four remained in the rear holding the horses whilst
the other three engaged with their carbines and
pistols from behind the small stone wall. Buford’s
two dismounted brigades, after two hard hours
of heavy fighting, managed to hold the ridge until
reinforced in the nick of time by General Reyn-
old's infantry, thus saving the Union left flank
from collapse at such an carly stage of the
battle.

55



Fl1: Private, Ist Ohio

This trooper tvpifies the rugged western Yankees
who entered service as ‘horse soldiers’. Tough, lean
and with very few of the frills that one would expect
from the dashing beauv sabreurs of the eastern
states.

They were similar to their southern counterparts
in that they too came from a mainly rural background
and thus did not have trouble familiarising them-
selves to horse culture or the rigours of that lifestyle.
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Equipped with the basic essentials of carbine, pistols
and sabre they were a real handful for all opposition
they faced.

Dressed in regulation dark blue tunic, skyv blue
trousers and wearing the casual slouch hat that many
preferred, this trooper has the Burnside carbine
attached to a shoulder belt, making it far casier to
handle once on horseback. He would always carry
normally at least one pistol and his sabre, although
the latter was sometimes dispensed with, F2(a):
Knapsack, usually leather and containing personal
belongings; (b): plaving cards; (¢): cut-throat razor;
(d): bible; (¢): tobacco pipe; (1) watch; (g): canteen;
I3 Burnside carbine; F4: carbine shing with attach-
ment device; F3: carbine cartridge box with belt
loops; Fo: cartridge and percussion caps.

G: Mounted tactics, Yellow Tavern, 11 May
1804

By this stage of the war the Federal cavalry units
were more than capable of *mixing it’ with their
southern counterparts. This was demonstrated when
Sheridan’s troopers engaged arguably the finest cav-
alry force in the Confederacy, at Yellow Tavern.
While on a raid into the rear arcas of General Lee's
Army of Northern Virginia they encountered Jeb
Stuart’s southern horsemen a mere six miles from
Richmond. This was a typical mounted cavalry en-
counter, repeated sweeping charges at the enemy
using pistols, carbines and sabres.

Stuart was in the thick of the action, as was his
habit, showing the fearless bravado and dash that his
troops loved, and enemies respected. He carried for
close quarters fighting his Whitney revolver, a most
cffective weapon for any cavalryman when in the
thick of a full blooded melee. Stuart himself was
mortally wounded in the right side by a single .44
calibre ball fired by a private (who himself was killed
eleven days after this event) Stuart died 27 hours
later.

By 1864 the Union cavalry were in the ascend-
ance, with new weaponry and healthy horses, and the

This version of the
company grade officer’s
coat was worn by Captain
John Hobensack, 1st New
Jersey Cavalry. The collar
has been turned down and

shows its black velver
lining. The sword belrt is
an officer’s version, with a
brass buckle used to adjust
the waist size on the right
hip. (Chris Nelson)



confidence in their ability to use them successfully,
They also learned from the Confederate cavalry and
their own experience, how best to hurt their enemy
on how to be best used as a force for quick and
decisive actions. It would be Sheridan’s cavalry corps
who would speed the destruction and defeat of the
Confederates with various raids on therr industrial
bases, and the harassing and cutting oft of thewr
army’s supply hnes, trapping General Tee and the
remnants of his beleaguered force at Appomattox
Station on 8 April, after their defeat at the Battle of
Five Forks seven davs carlier. Thus bringing the war
to an end.

H: The Aftermath of battle

The horrors of the war are best witnessed afier a baitle’,
stated a Vermont sergeant who had seen his fare
share of fighting, and indeed the treatment received
once wounded was marginal until one reached a
medical unit. FEven then basic errors in how to
combat the spread of disease and infection led many
men to suffer the dreaded consequence of amputa-
tion, or death from peritonitis, meningitis and other
transmitted diseases picked up from the un-sterilised
surgeons hands and their instruments. Over ninety
per cent of all Civil War wounds were caused by the
rifle bullet, their low velocity resulting in smashed
limbs and severed arteries, which were an open
mvitation to infection if not treated immediately.
Such was use of large calibre ammunition such as the
75, that a wound to the abdomen or the chest was
faral.

I'or the cavalry trooper often involved in skir
mishes far ahead of the main column of the army, or
on deep penetration raids into enemy territory, re-
ceiving first aid was a major concern, Even with the
fighting continuing further afield from this scene,
casualties expected to receive only basic treatment
before they were transported to a field hospital. The
wounded and dving had 1o rely on their comrades or
front-line orderlies to care for them, which was basic

first ard, whilst the battle still raged.

the trock coat for mounted
usc. He has also acquired a
pair of dark leather gloves
tor riding. (David
Scheimmann)

First Licutenant William
Schmalz, 5th West
Virginia Cavalry, wears
the plain waist-length
jacket often preferred to

I; Live and let live, the Rapidan river, Winter
1863—04

Although officially forbidden, this sort of fraternisa-
tion was common with both sides swapping every-
thing from coffee and food, to newspapers and to
bacco. During a lull in the fighting and particularly in
winter, unofficial truces would be agreed between
units facing cach other and a modus vivendi estab-
lished that would cause the least discomfort for each.
Once campaigning began both sides would take up
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the fight in carnest, however.

It is noticeable the disparity in quality in clothing
and provisions between the combatants; the Confed-
erates wearing a rag-tag mixture of southern uni-
forms which theyv have collected on their travels,
whilst their Federal counterparts are kited out in
relatively new uniforms and winter overcoats. T'he
Union always enjoyed a monopoly on materials and
supply and by this stage of the war far exceeded the
South in clothing, feeding and arming it’s troops and
population.
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J: The eves and cars of the army, the
Wilderness, 1864

T'he cavalry were the antennae of the army, helping
the ponderous bulk of the main force seek out the
enemy. Through scouting and reconnaissance they
would feel its way around the opposing force, moni-
toring movements, gathering information and assess-
ing its weak points. Part of their role was to observe
the enemy without being discovered themselves. By
pinpointing which units were moving and to where
they could help determine where the Confederates
would strike next. By the latter part of the war the
Federal cavalry had developed not only the confi-
dence but the skill and subtlety to excel in this role.

K: Grierson’s Raid, Newton Station,
Mississippi, 24 April 1863

In the last two weeks of April 1863, General Grant
was endeavouring to bring his army within striking
distance of Vicksburg, ordered Colonel Benjamin H.
Grierson south into the Mississippt to attack and
destroy  Pemberton’s communication and  supply
lines, stir up as much alarm as possible and to distract
the Confederates while Grant moved his forces
across the river below Vicksburg thus out-flanking
the city's defences. Heading a 1700-strong force
(protected by forward recce’ scouts known as the
‘Butternut Guerillas™ due to their disguised rebel
attire to avoid discovery) Grierson would cover over
600 miles of road and swamp destroving Confederate
ordinance, rail-road track and supplies between
Vicksburg and Mobile. Continually harassed by mili-
tia units, and pursued by a larger force of regular
Confederate troops, the blue raiders successfully
completed their mission in sixteen days arriving
safely at Baton-Rouge. They had killed or wounded
100 Confederates, captured and paroled 500 more,
tore up 50 miles of rail track and captured 1,000
horses and mules, (Grierson's losses were three
killed, seven wounded and nine missing) leaving
General Sheridan to describe it as the most
brilliant expedition of the war’.

i poor officer, was court-
martialled on a number
of charges in February
1864, and dismissed from
the service that month.
(Benedict R. Maryniak)

Colonel James B. Swain,
I1th New York Cavalry,
wears a lamb's-wool-
trimmed jacket; this style
was very popular among
mounted officers. Swain,



The regimental colour of
the cavalry regiment was
dark blue, with a natural-
coloured eagle and
bearing the gold red
ribband edged in gold
regimental designation.
(West Point Museum
Collections)
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On 24 April they entered Newton Station, a
track side hamlet 25 miles west of Meridan, which
had been seized carlier in the day by the “Butternut
Guerrillas” and was now in the process of being
destroved. Two locomotives were wrecked, along
with over 30 freight cars loaded with supplies for
Vicksburg. Other details of men are ripping up track,
burning sleepers, tearing down telegraph wires, and
setting fire to a government building housing caches
of small arms. By 2 o’clock the action was complete
and the column moved onwards further south leay-
ing their morning’s work smouldering awayv behind
them.

L: Sergeant, 3rd New Jersey Cavalry, 1864

Although towards the war's end the Federal cavalry
were equipped and supplied via centralised depots
there were still units who stood out as belonging to
another time or place. One such regiment was the 3rd
New Jersey Cavalry, or the ‘Butterflies” a nickname
they carned for their flambovant attire. Raised ini-
tiallv in January 1864 as the lst US Hussars they
were dressed in such splendour previously unseen in

other Federal cavalry regiments, in an attempt to
attract new recruits. Yet their appearance as almost
‘toy soldiers’” was very deceptive, as they were the
embodiment of what the Union cavalryman had
become by 1863; heavily armed with repeating Spen-
cer carbines and 44 Remington revolvers which gave
them the edge in skirmishes and melees with rebel
cavalry and infantry units alike.

The state paid for the additions to the regulation
cavalry uniform; the cap was the issue forage cap
with peak removed, extra braid was placed on the
jacket, and the remainder US Army regulation. This
regiment was typical of the new ‘horse soldier” serv-
ing under General Sheridan, they no longer merely
served as a screen for advancing infantry. Possessing
tremendous firepower and with the ability to hit the
enemy hard and fast they had evolved into a powerful
force capable of independent action.

The 3rd New Jersev would serve with distinction
until the war’s end routing southern cavalry at Tom’s
Brook, Virginia; and seeing action at the Battle of
Five Forks, which helped force Lee’s battered army
out of it’s fortifications around Petersburg.
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SITES OF
INTEREST

Antietam Natwonal Battlefield Site, Sharpsburg,
Maryland

Site of the single bloodiest day of the war, the visitor
centre features one of the best short films made on
the war and 1s worth the visit for that alone. There 1s
also a collection of militaria, including weapons,
uniforms, medical equipment, ammunition and pro-
VISIOns.

Carlise Barracks, Carlisle, Pennsylvanta

Established as a military post in 1757, Carlisle Bar-
racks was the site of the School of Cavalry Practice
from 1838 until 1861. Regular army cavalry recruits
were trained here during that time, as were local
volunteer units at the outbreak of the war. The
Barracks were captured and burned by Confederate
cavalry, 27-29 June 1863, and most of the buildings
are of later date; but Quarters 2 and the Hessian
powder magazine survived the fire, and the Coren
Apartments (officers’ quarters) were rebuilt immedi-
ately after the fire to original specifications. T'oday
the Barracks house the US Army Military History
[nstitute library and collection.

Carter House Military Museum, Franklin, Tennessee
The Carter House was in the centre of the defending
Union line at Franklin, while the cavalry served on
the flanks of the battle. Maps in this private museum
show the unit positions well, while the collection
includes a fine variety of weapons, uniforms, and
documents. Although now an antiques- and crafts-
centred village, the town is outwardly little changed
since the battle.

Cedar Creek, near Strasbourg, Virginia

Here Union cavalry commander Philip Sheridan and
one of his leading subordinates, George A. Custer,
had one of their finest moments. Belle Grove Planta-
tion house still looks much as it during the battle
when it was Sheridan’s headquarters, as does much
of the battlefield.

Chickamauga-Chatianooga National Military Park,
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Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia

The largest national military park, with some 8 000
acres; the highlight of the visitor centre is the Fuller
Gun Collection, which contains a wide variety of
cavalry as well as other US Civil War shoulder arms.

Fort Chickamauga, Cookson, Oklahoma

Run by the Sons of Veterans Reserve, an organiza-
tion of those descended from Union soldiers, Fort
Chickamauga 1s the only horse cavalry post still
active in the US. Its activities are largely centred on
the vears just after the Civil War, but many of the
‘living history” activities are also relevant to 1861-65.

Fort Donelson National Military Park, Dover,
Tennessee

Not really a cavalry battle site; nonetheless the park’s
visitor centre does contain a wide variety of wartime
artifacts, many of which pertain to the US cavalry.

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military
Park, Fredericksbure, Virginia

T'he centre for parks on the sites of four major actions
— Chancellorsville, Fredericksburg, the Wilderness,
and Spotsylvania Court House — the muscum has an
excellent weapons collection as well as a variety of
unusual uniforms and related objects.

Gettysburg National Military Park, Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania

T'he site of one of the greatest battles ever fought in
North America, which started with Buford’s cavalry
ficht of 3 July 1863. The excellent museum has a
wide variety of artifacts relating to the Union cavalry,
including weapons, uniforms, and equipment.

Manassas National Battlefield Park, Manassas,
Firginia

Site of two major battles, in 1861 and 1862, the
headquarters houses both an excellent museum and a
top-grade rescarch library. The latter includes a
number of important manuscript collections, includ-
ing the papers of Generals J.B. Ricketts and Fitz-

John Porter.

Mansfield State Commemorative Area, Mansfield,
Louistana
A private park just south of Mansfield; the museum



contains material on the Red River Campaign, along
with a collection of uniforms, weapons, and artifacts,
[t also houses an extensive and interesting Civil War
library.

Pea R }"ff'.:j't'

Arkansas

National Military Park, Pea Ridge,

Site of the most important battle to have been fought
in Arkansas, ten miles north-cast of Rogers, the arca
is still relatively untouched. The visitor centre con-
tains a collection of weapons, uniforms, and displays,
and replicated equipment shows how the items were
used.

Petersbure National Battlefield

Union cavalry did play an important part
fighting during the sicge, which lasted from June
1864 until April 1865, The museum at the visitor
centre takes due note of the fact, with displays of
cavalry artifacts.

in the

Stiloh National Military Park, Shiloh, Tennessee

T'he muscum at the visitor centre on this 1862

battlefield mcludes a number of items of cavalry
interest including pistols, carbines, sabres, boots,

sword-belt plates, and uniforms.

Stones River National Battlefield, Murfreesboro,
Tennessee

The visitor
which includes weapons and incidental items such as

centre contains a section on cavalry

spurs.

US Cazvalry Museum, Fort Riley, Kansas

Located in the traditional home of the US Army’s
cavalry,
and cavalry equipment, including a large variety of
The library is stocked with uscful
books, maps, carly training films, and other reference

the museum contains weapons, uniforms,
1ssue saddles.
materials.,

War Library and Museum, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Organized by a veteran officers’ group, the Military
Order of the Loval Legion of the United States, the
museum has a number of interesting cavalry guidons,
weapons, and uniforms. The building also houses an

The US flag, Hollywood
movies notwithstanding,
was not authorized tor
cavalry use. However,
many volunteer units
obtained variations of it
This particular example,
carried by the 22nd
Pennsylvania Cavalry, had
the seal of the
Commuonwealth of
Pennsylvania painted in
the canton as well as the
stars. (Pennsylvania
Capitol Preservation
Committee)
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extensive Civil War library, with one of the best
collections of unit histories in the country.

West Point Musewm, US Military Academy, West
Pomnt, New York

One of the world’s leading military museums, the
collection includes paintings, flags, uniforms, weap-
ons, and edged weapons. Much of the emphasis is on
the Civil War, although displays are changed from
time to time.
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State cavalry regiments
often carried versions of’
their state flag instead of
the regulation US cavalry
colour, This particular
example bears the arms of
Pennsylvania, and was
carried by the 17th
Cavalry Regiment of that
state. (Pennsylvania
Capitol Preservation
Committee)
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