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Authorgs Note 

Two small points came to light during the research for this 
book The f~rst is that I had to rely on modern cartography 
to create the 20 maps and bird's eye vlews for the book 
and many towns and villages that were still in German 
territory during the events dep~cted are now in Poland, and 
have been re-named. Therefore certain guesses had to be 
made as to which German name corresponded to whlch 
modem Polish town or village. The second is the 
d~fferences of opinion in many of the published books, 
art~cles, manuscripts and onl~ne sources that I consulted. 
Where the facts were not clear, I have taken an informed 
view based on the available evidence. 
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INTRODUCTION 

50wlet soldiers preparing a 
piece 07 heavy artillery. The 

M 11c Battle for Berlin in April-My 1945 may not have been the final 
battle of the Second MbrEd W1m in Europe, b i~ t  it wm certainly the 
concluding one. Directive No. 21 iswed an 18 December 1940, 

tasked t l ~ e  Wchmacht with crushing the Soviet Umon, even before the 
war with Britain hacl heell concluded. Ther~forr, on 22 June 1941, 
Germany iilrnded the Soviet Union with a TO~CP of over 3 million men in 
152 di~iisions, alnng with over 30 divisions from her allies. This s~trprisc 
attack was meant to destroy the Red hnny in one swift campaign and, in 
so doing, indirectly force Britain to the negotiating table heforr 
the United Stateq could enter the war. Hitler, hnwever, had both 
overestimated h e  capability or the Wel~rmacht to deliver F U C ~  a cn~shing 
1 3 1 0 ~  over such a short period or  time, and z~nderestin~at~d the capaciw 
of thc Sovtet Union to sunvive it a11d mobilize its human, industrial and 
technological resources to resist the invasion. 

lust under four years later, the Soviet awault nn Berlin was the 
culmination of a remorseFess effort by the Soviet Union to push tlle 
Germans out or the USSR and then ~vestwarrl~ out or Eaqtern Europe, 
having wrested the strategic initiative from the Ce~mans after Operation 
~ i t n d ~ i k ,  the Battle or Kwnk, in July 1943. By August 1944 the Red Army 
had reached the out4+-~5 of Warsaw, haling decimated A x m y  Group 
Centre in Operation Rag-rdzon In June and caphlred Bucharest on 
31 Aupfit. However, they were unable to Eend any assistance to the Polish 
~ o r n h h ~  as it rose against the Gennans on 1 August 1944. There were 
four Panzer di~isions between the Red Army and the Polish ins~~rgents in 
M C i i w  and Roko~sovsky's forces deqpemely needed time to regroup after 

Savlets placed a great deal 
of emphasis on the use  of large 
concentrations of artlflery In 
preparation for an attack. The 
numbers of guns per metre of 
front were some of the highest 
ever seen In the Berlin aperation. 
[From the fonda of the RGAKFD 
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the silrnmer- offrnsive. Thc result tms that, despite the SoVicts dropping 
st~pplics to the it~surgrnt~ loward? the end of September, the I-lome ~ ~ m ) l  
h;td I~ren cn~shrd  by overwhelming German iorce by 2 Oc~ober. The rest 
of dlr year aw the Red t b m y  moccup?ing the Baltic Stales, ~ 4 t h  the 
exception of t h ~  COurland I'cnins~~la, which container! Army Grnup North 
trirh rllc 16th ant1 18th Arnlies anc l  the atpa arorind Mckmel that was I-tcld 
bv the X m I I  [:orps. TI-te Red Army also arlvancccl mi0 Rulgana arld 
I-It~ngary, rearhir~g 111e outskis of Blttbapr-t by the end of Octot~er. 

Thc 3ni;ic.t oflen5ive was to re-sran on 20Januay 1945, hut due to the 
Ckmnan oKencive in the Ardcnnrs ancl a request from Cl~i~rrliill to 
Stalin to bring h w a r d  the Rerl Army's offensive to take the pressure off 
thc  M'cxtcrn Aljiec. Stalin orderrd rhat i t  he hroughr forward to 
12Januarv 1945. Tl~c Soviet High E:omrnand (a?uo known as Stavka) had 
preparecl two offensives, s~par:itecl geogmphicallv hv the coune of the 
Rivcr Vistiala. Tlic first, ant1 tIic srronges nf the two, wnulrl sce the  1st 
Bvc-lonissian Front m d c r  XI~ukov hwak out of the Pulawv hridgehe;td 
tomartls I,od?, otrt of the M a p u s ~ e ~ v  hridg(*heitd towards Kutnn and 
cnrirclc 12'anaw. The 1st Ukrainiart Front, under Marshal Ivan S. Koniey 
M-auld achfnncc from the Rnr;lnc>w bl-idgehrad towards Radom and send 
a h r c e  norrhwes~ to encircle the Gern~an Forces trying 10 I-ctrcat from 
the Raclnrn area, callahorating ~ ; t h  lsr Ry~loms~ian as necessary. T h ~ y  
~vould he assistcrl in their hreakotit hy the 4th Ukrainian Front on {heir 
left, ant1 after the  breakout hat1 hecn accornplidwd, aclrxnce west and 
t~ortliwcs t tom trls the Oiler. Tlie second of'fensivcl W;L~ to be undertaken 
by lqarshal Knnstant in K Rokoq~omky's 2nd Byelon~ssian Front that 
wollld brrak out of the Rn7m and Serock hrirlgchearfs, striking 
nortlnvest lo reach tElc Baltic coast. cut off East Prr~ssia ancl clear thc 
lower Vistula. On his iigt~t, 3rd Bvclorusrian Front tlnrlrr rten Ivan D. 
I~hr~npklto\.skii,  waq to attack in a westerly direction south of the Pregel 
R i w r  towards Kiinig~I~erg, ~plitting thr Qrcl P~anter Army off from the 

An sbandomsd T-34/76 that has 
cams  to grief In the soft ground 
of ma Oder Rtvcr valley. The 

4Wicult goFng and determined 
German defence alowed the 
advance of the la 6 Y m l ~ ~ d ~ n  
Fmnt to the ewtent that Zhukov 
was famed to commit his two 
tank armias early. [Nik Cornish 
Library) 



-1 Soviet infantry advance at a run 
while being oovered by their 
comrades. Despite the enormous 
numbers of tanks being fielded 

by the Red Army, Inlantv 
were still an essential part 
of the combined arms team, 
particulariy In urban fight~ng. 

IFmm the fonds of the RGAKFD 
at Krasnogarsk] 

rest of Army Group Centre and envelop the 4th Army around the 
Masurian Lakes. 

Between September ancl January the So~iet High Command gave 
massive logistical support to thr preparations [or the corning offensive. 
The t-ailways in eastern Poland were converted tn tllc narrow Russian 
gauge and 1st Byelonissian Front received over 68.000 carloads of 
supplies, not far off Ll~e amount receiv~d by all four fronts in Operation 
Br~grnlion, wllile over 64,000 carloads of supplies wrnt  to 1st Ukrainian 
Eront. The 1st Byelorussian Front stockpiled some 1.3 million artillery 
shells at ~ l l e  Pulawy bridgehead and 2.5 million at the Mapuszew 
bridgehead. The 2nd and 3rd MyeIorussian fronts would have a 
combiner1 artillery and mortar stockpile oraraimd 9 million rounds. By 
comparison, the Don Front had fired under a million shells during the 
entire Stalingrad operation. The Soviet High Command also changed i t 5  

troop indoctrination programme. For almost 18 months, the cenual 
theme had been the liberation of Soviet territory but Soviet forces would 
soon he fighting on lbreign soil and so t l ~ c  new theme would he 
vengeance. 11 ~las disseminatecl by poster?, slogan?. meetings, lectures, 
signposts, articles and leaflers. Political oficers reco~u~ted tales uf crimes 
t l ~ a t  German troops had committed (real or imagined) against Russian 
civilians and tlie looting and destruction carried out across the country. 
Unfortunately, such methods eventually proved counter-prodi~ctive as 
the conduct of Soviet troops soon became such that i t  was of grave 
concern to the Political Department and when German troops re-took 
an East Prussian village after Soviet occupation, thcy found i t  completely 
empty with i b  inhabitantq massacred. Gdhbcls was able to u s r  the 
propaganda value of this incident to the fill1 and ensured that the 
Soviets would face s t i f f ,  even Fanatical resistance from Geman troops for 
the remainder o f  the war. 

The Soviet oFfensivc: started at 0~30011rs on 12  Jan~iaiy 1945 when 
Koniev opened with an intense artillery barrage Followed closel~ hy 
reconnals~ance and penat hattalions. They took the first Iine of trenches 
and pa~ised while the artillery stmck the second. It also disn~pted the 
4th Panxer Army's Command Post and thc mobile reserves that had 



lwen 1msitic1ncd trjo closr to the main line. Rv the carly aflernoott, huge 
gaps had hrcn torn in rhc &!man f irst linc ant1 ~lerncnts or the 4th 
C;uaril~ Tank ~ h y  sent in to rvploit hem.  Rv thcr rvening. the Sovirrs 
tiacl p~~ i emtec l  the Gcrman rielcnces tcr a rleprh of  20 miles ;tcross a 
Y.5-milr strt-lcll or liront. Ch7er the next ror~plc. clay'i, Eiielce fell. 
securing Kot~i~v's  right Ilank, anrl his artrlic~ spread o11t into oprtl 
rnnn tsv tolr.arhds K~tki iw.  h n  torrice and C~~PSIOC!IOI\ZI. the (;eman% 
withrlra~ving to avnid encircIenlcn t. TIIP G ~ C F S ~  D ~ i ~ ~ s c h l i l t ~ d  anrl 3L'iIV 
Pan7erh Corps were sent ra stiflcn tlir defctices o l  Lelrr but as thcv 
.~rrivrrl in 1,ndz tliry wrrr conl'rontetl by advancing Soviet forces and 
hztd to wi thdn~r  in llaste. 

ZFluko~ altacketl on 1 4  Jan~iary out of the Map~~~szrw bridgehead 
and n ~ a n a g ~ t l  to  chiev eve tactickd s11l-pri.re with the forward i~ssautr 
hattalio~ls. rvi~h ri-hicll he relentlc~slv follmrwl up by quicklr, comnlittii~g 
I-tis main assault force anrl the Icarling rl~rncrrts of the 2nd Guards Tank 
.Amr: The 5111 Shock. 81 ti Guards and 1 st Grtarrls Tank hmiies trvn t in to 
action soon ititcr [hiit. ~ T t h  the 47th and 61st A r m i ~ ?  moving to rr~circlc 
1Varsaw. which thc Gernlans hastilo p\=c~ i~ ted .  The fall of I4'arsa.r~ 
hougtit bitter rccrirnillation from HitEer ~r-ho remevrrl Harpe frorli Army 
Group A and replaccd him with Schiirner and diqmisserl von L.i~t.twit/ 
from thc 9th .h~ and scplacrd him wit11 Russc. !\dclrd to this, he 
p~illed the 6th SS Panzer Army away from the Ardrnnes and infread of 
p~itting i r  into rhc line in Poland to trv and stern thr Soiirt tide, sent it 
I(> rcc;lpture Hungxry. 

B v  20 Jant~;tn: tile Solricts had hrokcn tl~rot~gh ilInng a 3.5@milr front 
and had takt l  h k h w  anrl Loclz. Zhukov's 33rrl .%my managed tcl lwatr 
Koniev's right flank near Ilza wllil~ thr renlitinrler of 1st Bvelomssian 
headed nonh~vest wit11 the German frontier only some -H3 miles atac The 
honour of bring first to croc~ it, though, wrnr to Konicv, whew mail1 

A 5ovie.t f-2478, accompanied 
by an tnfanhy detachment, 
crosses B mad behlnd a knackee 
out Tiger I. It is unllkely that 
e slnglr 7-34/78 could have 
secornpllahed thlm feat without 
the aid of seveml cornpatrlots, 
pmbslrly K-34185s or Sosef Stalb 

lI tanks. From the fonds of the 
RQAKFD at Kasnagorsk) 
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amloused thrust wa3 now directcd towards Rreslau under Slavlca's 
instn~ctions. Koniev then dirrcted a s~ibstantial part of his forces to take 
thc Silesian indwtrial region. Meanwhile, Zhukov continued to press 
townrds ICiisuin on the Oder Imt rvas a w e  that a gap  as opuning up in 
his right flank between his front m d  the 2nd 13velorusian under 
Rokossovsky who was advancing almost nortllruarcis to cut off thc German 
forces in East Prussia. Zhukov redeployed ~ k e  3rd Shock, 47th arid 
filst h i e s  to cover his flank. Rokos~ovskf~ attack nn 14 Janu~an. had 
initially nln into detet-mined resistance along wilh counterartacks ke rn  the 
Gross Deutschland Panzer Corps but, wit11 that formation's ttiln3Fel- 
south, Rokossovsky committed strong mnk elements aIon*gsidr the 
48th, 2nd Shock and 65th Armies, breaking through dong a 60-mile front 
on 19 January. To his right was Cl~ernpkovski i's 3rd Byclorussian Front, 
which was to cooperatr with Rokossovskvin eliminating the Gcrman Forces 
in East Pn~ssia. They found that they faced the strongest part of the 
German defence and had to literally batter their. way throulg11, sustaining 
heavy cdsualties as a result. Eventually, Sta~ka transferred reinforcements In 
the form of 43rd Army from the 1 ~ t  Baltic Front to the 3rd Byclorussia~~ 
Front. Mxienburg and Elbing re11 on 26Januat-y. cri~ting nff JGnigsTskerg. 
a5 well as the German 3rd Panzer Army, 4th Army and clernenw or 
2nd b y .  Despite a powerful breakout attempt hy 4th Army (involving 
eight cii~isions - six inrantry, one motorized a n d  one Panzer) that 
commenced on 27 January 1945, the Geman forces remained trapped in 
Ea4t Prussia. By ear-lv Felmia~y, both Konlev and Zhukov had reached the 
Oder and viere consolidating their pins.  Rokossorrrky. Chernyakovskii 
(who was killed en 18 February and rcplaced by Mar~hal Alexandt M. 
Vasilevskii) and Bagrampn kept up the pressure on the remaining pocket? 
of German resistance, including Kiinigsberg, Mernel, Rrornbcrg, Poman 
and Breslau, with Rokossnvsky occupying Easl Pnmerania during the 
remainder of the month. The ~tage WLS set, herefor?, for the final Soviet 
offensive aimed at capturing the capital of Nazi Germany and lhe heart of 
the Third Reich - Berlin. 



CHRONOLOCY 

- - - -- 

28 August Nazr-Sowet Non-Aggresston Pact s signed In Moscow. 
1 September Gorrnany Invades Poland 
3 September Brilarn and France declare war on Germany 
17 September The Soviet Uniurl occupies its share of ternmy as outlined In the Nazr- 

S:)P Pact. ~nclud~ny eastan Poland and the Baltlc States 

25 August F~rst RAF rald over Bertin. 

- -  

22 June Germany launches Operat~on Barharossa, the most ambitious campaign of the 
Second Wortd War. lo defeat the Soviet Union. 

12 May F~rst contingent of the US Eighth Arr Force arrives in Britarn. 

-- 

2 February The last German forces in Stahnqrad surrender 
5 July Germany beqins Operation ZitadeNe, 
6 August: Berl~n IS partially evacuated to lessen the Impact of bornblng rards. 
18 November RAF starts its 'Battle of Berlln . 

-- 

6 March IFirst rnajw USAAF raid on Berlin. 
23 Junpr The Soviets begin Operation Bagratton. whrch dwislvely defeats Army Group 

Centre. 

12 January The Red Army begins Its wlnter offensive involwng the I st, 2nd and 3rd 
Ryelor~~ss~an and 1 st Ukra~n~an Fronts 

16 Januav Hdler returns to Berlin. 
27 January The Soviets liberaie the camp at Auschwltz. 
31 January Zhukov reaches the Oder. 
4 February The Yalta confemnce beg~ns, 
7 1  Februav The Soviets capture Budapest. 
21 March Heinr~ci appointed ta command A m y  Group Vistula. 
23 March 2nd Byelorussian Front begins final assault on Denzig. 
30 March D a v ~ g  falls. 
1 Apr~f Stavka rneetlng in Moscow between Zhukov, Konlev and Stalln. 
9 Apnl Red Army finalby takes KiKltgsberg afler a 59-day slage. 
10 April US 9th Army takes Essen and Hannover. 
I 3  April Soviet forces capture Vienna 



A Soviet machinegun and crew 
in the suburbs of Berlin. AS the 
Soviets advanced into Berlin, the 
burden of the fighting fell more 
and more on the infantry wlth 
amour and ai-tillem playing a 
supparting mle. (Fmm the fonds 
of the RGAKFD at Krasnogorsk) 

15 April Brit~sh troops liberate Beken. 
15 April Sov~ets launch Operation BWin 
18119 April Last RAF air raid on Berlin. 
19 April Brltlsh 2nd Amy  reaches Lauonburg on the Elbe Rwer. Zhukov breaks through 

Ihe German defence I n s  on the Seelow Heights 
20 April 2nd Byelorussian Front begins 11s offens~ve across the lower V~stula. 
24 April Elements of the German 9th Army are surrounded southeast of Berlln. Sovlet 

forces reach the transmitter stallon at Nauen some 20 m~les west of Berlin. 
25 April The enc~rclernent of Beri~n rs complete. US 1st A m y  and Sovret 5th Guards 

Army link up near Torgau. 
26 Aprll The German 12th Army begins ~ts  counterattack towards Berlin. The 2nd 

Byelorussian Front takes Sten~n 
29 April H~ller manles Eva Braun and prepares his last will and testament. The Kremlin 

announces a prov~s~onal government for Austna w~thout consuk~ng the Western Allies. 
30 April Hitler and Eva Braun comrnrt suicide at around 15 20 Soviets assauP the 

Re~chstag, ra~sing the Red Flag at 22.50. 
I May Don~tz broadcasts news of H~tler's death Gobbels and his wife commit sulcide 

after k~lling the~r six ch~ldren. 
2 May Sov~et troops storm the Relchs Chancellery. Berl~n Garr~son surrenders on the 

orders of General Weidl~ng 
4 May German forces in northwest Germany. Netherlands and Denmark surrender to 

F~eld Marshal Moritgomery. 
6 May Sov~et ofens~ve begins agalnst Army Group Centre Brestau surrenders. 
7 May Jodl signs the surrender documents at SHAEF headquarters at Rhe~ms 
8 May VE Day in Western Europe and USA. Keltel, Sturnpff and von Fr~edeburg s~gn the 

surrender documents In Berlln at Marshal Zhuhav's headquarters. 
1 July US forces enter Berlin The Brlt~sh arrlve the next day 
17 July Polsdam conference begins. 

18 JuIy The seven prisoners conv~cted of War Cr~mes at the Nurernberg Tnals arrive to 
begin their sentences at Spandau Prison, 

24 June Swtets cut all road and ra~l cornmun~cations between West Germany and Berlin 
forcing the Western Allies to undertake an a~rlitt to supply me city. 



17 June Popular strkes and dernonstratlons occur In Barlln and all over the GDR at the 
~rowsal  by the East Gwman Government to Increase production targets without 
lncreaslng wsges, 

- -- 

12 August Re GDR begins construction of the Berlln Wall. 

-- 

I f  August Eghteyearold Peter Fwhter ts shot while tryng to escape over the wan and 
Ick to bleed to death in front of hundreds of horrified W ~ s t  Berliners and jo~~mal~sls. 

- - -  

26 June President John F. Kennedy's speech outside tho Sdlijneborq Town Hall. 

-- 

3 September Quadnparlrte Agreement stgnsd between the Four Powers In Bedln 

- -- 

9 November The Rerl~n Wall is open& for !he firs1 time and thousands of East Berliners 
surge through to the West. 

- -. 

3 October The unification of the Fedeml Republic and BDR occurs. 

- -  - 
2Q June The Bundestag takes the decislon that Barlin wlll become t h ~  capital of tho 

newly unified Germany. 

- 

19 April ARer a four-vear renovation, I& by the British archdect S r  Norman Foster. the 
Frderal German Bundestag holds ~ t s  first debale In the Rerchstaq. 



Marshal Qeargi Zhukov, shown 
signing the Joint 'Declaration of 
the Allled Commanders-in-Chief, 

relating to Berlin a n d  Its dlulslon 
Into four zones of occupation, 
5 June 1945. Stalin was always 
concerned over Zhukovls 
popularity and always sought a 
way of keeping him in check. He 
even had a former chlet of staff 
questioned. floptoto) 

OPPOSING 
COMMANDERS 

SOVIET COMMANDERS - he  t~vo main formations involvecl in Operation IM?c wrre the I qt  

Rvelornssian Front under Marshal Georgi K. Zhukev ( 1  8961974) 
and the 1st Uksalnian Frnnt under M a t ~ h a l  koniev. Zhukov, the 

son ef a biILagc. cohhlcr, was couscripted into the Trnper-ial Rossian Arrny 
in 1915 but~joincrd the Red Army in 1918 and the Cornmunirt Party in 
1919. By 1938 he had risen to the post of' Deputy Commander. 
Byr-Iorussian Military District and was scnt to repel the -Japanese 
i~lcufiion into Mongolia. HP waq then promoted to Full Ge~~eral and 
given the command of the Kiev Special Military District. Followed by 
Chief of t l~c  Gcncral Staff and a Depr~tv Minister of  Defence. Given 
cotrtmand of thc Le i l i npd  Front, lie stopped the Geranan aclvance at 
the p t e s  of Il~c city, after which h r  coordinated the defence of Moscow, 
the Rattle for Stalingrad and the Rattle for Ktlrsk. He was psornotrd to 
a Marslral of thc Sollet IJninn in 1943. commander1 the 1st Clkrninian 
Front in carly 1944 and lecl Operation Bagration in June. After the war 
hc rrmained as Commander, Group of Sovier Forces Germarlv 111ltiI 

March 1946 and cnmrnanded the Odessa and Ural Military Districts 
after a short period as a D~puty  Minister of Defence. It is rumoured that 
Zhukov (alnngwith Koniev) played a role 111 the arrest nf Lavrentii Beria 
(Head o f  the NKVD) and supported T<ruslichev during his attenlpted 
rrrnoval m Junc 1957. 

Mamhd Ivan 5. Koniev (1 897-1 973) fought in the Firgt \4rorld War a? 
well arid joiilcd the Commuilist Party in 1918. He rereivet-l orfirer 
training at the Pnm7e MiIitary Academy during the rnid-1921h anrl 
barcty cscaped with hi5 life during Slalin's purges of the 1930s. ALter 
commanding the Western Fron E, during the defrnce of Moscotv, he was 
placed in comniand or the Steppc Military Dislrict in Jb~ne 1943, tvlvhich 
becamc the S t ~ p p e  Front itiJ~rly. He won renomm for his crusliit~g of the 
Korsr~n Pockct, the dramatic 'liheration' of the Ukraine and sotithern 
Poland, and r v a ~  instnlmental in both the operation to capture Rerlin 
and to occu~py Czechoslovakia, Arter the war, Konirv W ~ S  appointed as 
Military Governor nE the Soviet occl~pation 7ane in Aus~ria, commanded 
the military rorces 5et up a? part of the Warsaw Treaty Organilation 
(Warsaw Pact) a? wrll as the Grnup of SoiGet Forces Germans. 
On the immediate flanks of tlrese two formations were thr 2nd 
Bvclorussian and 4th (!kt-ai~iian FI-nnts. The 2nd Bvelot-ussiat~ was under 
the command nf Marshal Konstantin K Rokossovsky (189&-19fi8), a 
Forrncr Tsarist cavalry NCO who joined the Red h y  in 19 18. 

Hc ~ ~ a . 5  imprisonrd clllring  tie purge? but relea~ed in March 1940 
aftcr the R~~sst~Finni%li War on the orders of Smlili hirnqelf. He rms 
seriou\ly wolindrd during the fightii~g ai-n~ind Moscow, hut I-etur~red to 
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dl~!y in Scptcmhel- l94C' j ~ ~ s t  iu timu to takr par1 in thc  Rattlr for 
Stalingntl. I-lc cnrnmandrrl the Central Front during (lie Hattle For 
~t r l -hk -and  thrn rvrnt nn to cornmanrl ;I nrlmber of lionts ~rnril the ~ n d  
clfrhc w r .  Xiier the fmr 11c ~vmt or1 to hold 111e posts of D~pvtv hIinistcr 
of IScfvncc ;~nd I l lspector  General trl' t l ~ r  Ministnl of Ijefcnce, attd 
re t t i rncr l  to T'alanrl (he was Polisli 11). hir th)  as Ministcr of Natjrrual 
Dcfencr l~enwen I941 and 1956. 

Colonel-General Andrei I. Yeremenko ( 1892-1 970) replaccd ColGen 
I.E. Pctlr,\- ax comrnalider of the 4th Ukrainian Front itt t h ~  end of 
March I 045 1 Ie f n ~ ~ g h ~  (luring both thc First JVorld War anrl the Rucsian 
Civil War and pdi iatpd from the Fnmm Milirxr); Acadrrny in 1?)75. 
Yeriarncnko cn t~lrnr;lndcrl the lit11 I:awlry Cilrps rl~iring the invasion i ~ d  
partition of Pcjlantl anrl 1 ) ~  1941 he tc;a c*nmm;lnding thr Tnnsbaihl 
Mili~i+rv I)istnrt, brtt \*.a< r r r a l l r d  RY Slal in aftcs tZic Gernlana irivarled 
ancl git-cn commarld ot firstl,: tlic \ V ~ ' C ' F I P ~ Y  Front a n d  !hen zhc Ilt)xtisk 
Frunr. FIr lccl a cn~mtrwtack whictr stalled ehe Grr-rnan dr ive or1 
Moscow. thus h e l p i n g  to save the city. i ~ n d  cnn~rihr~tetl to thr  dr fcnc~ of 
Stalin-ti1 as cemmanrSer of the Snnrbrastcrn Front (which was 
ren;~niecl Smlinp~ltl Front, then Snu~1irl-n FI-on!). Commancl ol'various 
formatinns fnlla~vrd a.5 rl icl  nrtion in the Caucaqus. Crirn~a, the Baltic 
ancl I-Iu~ipzy. but in Mny 11145 hir 4111 Ukrainian Fronr rtu.t.ounrl~d 
. h r n ~ .  Gror~p Centre in cc l t~ junct ion wit11 Koi~ iev 's  Ibrces. 

Colonel-General Vassilli I. Chuikov (I EMO- 1!182) c o i n m a n d r d  the 
X t h  I;~~ai-tl.c Army dt~rirtg t h r  ;~5saltlt 011 Rerlln. Plr hir t l  j<,ined the Rrd 
~ h v  in 1919 and rose through the ranks quirklv, nlainlc dr~c to hi3 
m e ~ n  bership r ~ i '  thc Contrnunist Party. I-Ic. attonrtrd the Frunze Military 
Acarlcrn?: tonk part in the Soviet occupation oFea5tcrn Pt~Fancl and the 
I luwrFi~~nid~  \\kr and run~cd as r military adviqcr LI Chiang k~i-slivk. 
In M:IV l!l.I? he r i a s  recalled and pEacecl in comnvand r ~ f  thc (i'Ltirl h v ,  
which rlert-ndcd St~lingrarl against rhr German Iirh Arrnv. I-le was thrn 
promr>terE to cornm;md the 8111 Gir;lrds r h i v .  which hr comman< l rd  fnr 
the rrst r?C the war. AFtrl' the war he scrv~rl a1 C;omtn;cndt.r. Group of 
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exploited $v Stalin tor his own 
purposes. pbplotu) 

ABOVE, LEFT Marshal 
Konatantln Rokoasovsky shake! 
hahands wHh CM Bernard 
Montgomery in Berltn, 9 May 
1945. Rokosovsky commander 
the 2nd Byelorussian Front, 
whlch whlle not Invalvad in (he 
rnaln attack on 'Berlln, kept up 
the pressure on the German 
f a m e  tams north of the cHy 
so the1 they could not Influemce 
the battle tor the city. 
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OPPOSITE A pkatb taken by 
1 

Yevgsny Kheldel shawlng Oen 

of the i s t  Guards Tank Army In 

I 
Mikhail Katukor, commander . 

I Berlln, May 1945. Katukov wss I 
quite upset at having to become 
the aubordlnate commander In 
the 6th GuardslTat Guartls Tan\ 
Ammy palrlng, but continued 
to perform his job well. 
(ToplotolNovastl-Topham) 
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RrGHT 4, photo showing Gen 
A I. Yeremenko a t  a forward 

field command post, directing 
opeations. He commanded a 
number of formations, lncludlng 
the 2nd Baltic Front but tack 
aver the 4th Ukrainian Front 

fmm t e n  Petmv in March 7945 
and cooperated with KonievS 
1st Ukrsinlan Fmnt  ta sumund 
dnny Gmup Centre In 
Czeehaslnvakia. (Topfoto] 

S~vict  Forces C~rniany from 1949 until 1053, commanded the Kiev 
Military District and, after having been made a Ma~shal  or rhe Soviet 
Union in 1955, war: appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Soviet 
Grnund Forces in 1960. 

In cammand of the 1st Guards Tank Army wa5 Colonel-General 
Mikhail Y. Katukov (190(7-1976). Katukov joiiied the Red Army in I919 
and ~ a d u a l l y  worked his way through the ranks, finally being protnoted 

kkes ABOVE aen Vassilli Chuikov to Captain in July 1936 after having attended th r  Stalin Vililary 
commanded the 8th Guards Acadcmy the prwiou5 year. His first major commanrl rame in C)ctnher 

1 a~ Army dunng Operation Berlin. 1938 when  he  was appointed Acting Commanding Officer, -5th Light 
He was joined by Katukov's 

t, ?st Guands Tank Army after Tank Bl i~adc ,  45th Mcchaniz~d Corps. From there he went nn to 
i %ha the costly breakthmugh on command thc 20th Tank Dirision and wit11 the onset of ~ar, took 
t UP the Seelow Heights had caused command of the 4th Tank Brigade, 1 s t  Tank Cnms, 4th Tank Corps ancl 
In sen'ous casualties to both finally the 1st Guards Tank Army in January 1943, a post he I~eld unbl 
:W farmat1ons. After that, Zhukov 
lence the e n d  of the Sccond World War. After the war he att~nded the 

had them fight togetller tar the 
rest of the battle. Voroshilov Military Academy in 1951 and was madp Inspertar General 

(Tu~lata~ouharn) of Tanks (1955). This wx? rollowed by the post or Inspector Genrral of . . 
Army Tank Divisions in 1957 ancl two senior posts the Ministry nf 
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Defence. 
Colonel-General Vasily I. Katznetsov ( 1 894-1 964), ~.c.as commander 

of 3rd Shock Army, which finally took the Rcichstag after a bitter 
campaign. He had fought to defcnd Kiw in 1941 and had been blamed 
for the disaster which hefell thc Red Army, dcffcchng attention awav 
From Marshal Budenny. After a period of disgr;lcc, he returned to the 
front line with the command of thc 1st Guards A r m y  at the Battle for 
Stalingrad and was -assigned as the Deputy Commander of the Southwest 
From between 1942 and 1943. He was critical of the 1st Byelonzssian 
Front's plan of attack and, after the offensive had ground to a halt, 
cntnmented to General Popiel that it !lad been due ro the fact that the 
Germans had been well prepared to counter Soviet rnethods. 

Colond E M. Zinchenko was the commander of the 75fith Rifle 
Regimen1 (150U1 Ritle Division), one of the regiments that fought for 



ros~trnl  of tllc Rriclistaq. 11 \\:IS Scrgranb Jf. 11. Yegnrov and M. 1'. 
Kanri~iia, in a partv 3c-rl 137 1-1 Rcrest I'rr~nl thr l \ t  Battalicln nndr r  Cap1 
S~rLiln A. NCILFITO~PV, tv110 lin;ilIv plantrtl the Rcbcl Flap on rhe roo[ a~ 
22.50. The f:lrnnus pt1otogr;lpli taken hv Ukninian w:~r p h o t o g ~ ~ p h e r  
l i . \ g v n ~  Klialtl~i I~TIS a t t ~ ~ a l l y  3 rr-enactmmr. stagrcl sotnrtime 1;ttct: 

GERMAN COMMANDERS 
-- - - -  - - - 

General der Artillerie Helmuth Wcidling ifin the cornrna~~rlc~r of 
I,\'I P a n 7 ~ r  Corps. originallv part nf the !Ith Xrmv unrlel- [;en 
'I'l~r~otlor I\tl$*c. ht-lpir~g ICI rlt.fr.nd 111c Sertorv H ~ i g h t ~ .  II'IIP~I t I i ~  

I st Rvrlal-r~shi;~n Frr~ii t finallv I ~ m k r  11ir011~11, the (:OI-PS rr lr(- i l t~d 
rlirc*cclu hark I K J  Berlin, nh~r.tq. ;twinst F17e~clItii~'s l ~ e t t ~ r - i l ~ c l g ~ ~ n t ~ ~ ~ t ,  it 
s ~ ~ h ~ l a n t i a l l v  \ t i f f~nr t l  die c i~ \ - ' *  defi.nces. \\.itlling Inik ovri. [he 
cnlnmand nl' 111r Berlin Dckncr A ~ c ~ I  r ) l l  23 April 1935, moviiag his 
hr;lrl(luartcrs irlto tlw Herlrllrr Block. Weidling had rougllt rvith tlic 
Irnpct-iaI (;cr-inan ;\I-my dui-inq thc First 7Iioi.lrl Itrar artd nlanncrl 
aii.\llipq on 1actica1 miwions. l'or whirl1 rhm w r e  ar\rartlcd a ~ l n i q ~ ~ c  
b ~ t l g r  con~ic t i r~g of an airship nn  top ol a laurrl wrcath, a deror;ltion 
hr \hartrl zvirll Gcn1.t Fritz liclrertbrr. He  hat1 ;~lst> m ~ n r n a n d ~ r l  the 
Pf 111 Infantn Di\isint~ ;!I K~~rn l i  and ~ l i r  XLI Panircr Cor l~s  durinq the 
willirlr.an~~l ti1 l.c>u~lr I%vclonissi;l in to En41 Pmscia. 

SSBrigadefiihrer Wilhelrn Mohnke commandcrl the 'C~r~ t r aP  
C ~ t r ~ i ~ r n r r r t  . h a '  ~r+ilhin tlir 'Xitadcllr' (the nirkrlarnr for thc I~iricr 
Drfrknce Artha nf Rrrlin) 111:lr i~~cltirlcrl ~ h c  lZeichh Cl~ancr l l~r) :  
Fiihrrl-bunkrr. and Rr i~ l~s t ag .  T5o1-n in 1511 1 in Lilt,erk, Mohnkejoinrrl tile 
SSII,\P [N;i7i Pam) in Sepzemkr 1931. hecornirig onc of' d ~ e  origirtal 
u~rnil lrrs  of' lhe SSStahsu-nch I%erli~i (I:ltancrllrry G~rartl). Mol~nkc 
grxd~~allv rrl?;rb through the  ratlks. commitnding tllc 2nd h~tt;~lion nl' rlic 
Lrthstanttartr :\deli E l~ t ler  clt~riny thr 1!)SI1 rampaim; t l ir  26111 SS 
P;int~tgi-en;trlirr R r t ~ ~ r ~ i ~ t i t  of the 12th SS 'Hidcrjugend' P ~ t i r e r  Di~isiun 
it1 N(7rmandv and tlic 1st SS 'I,vih~tandrzt-tr Arlr~lf'J li~ler' I'atizer Division 
drlrinq the Xrrlennes C)ffenrivc. It ~vas uttilc i TI t1ir.w part ir t~l;~r posts t tint 
Iroops ~li~tlcl-  his roin~lland wvcrc acit~.crtl of cotnmi~tirig a n u m t ~ r r  oi 
arn,citie~ a ~ l i n s t  enrrriy PaiVs. These irlclridrd ~ I i c  mllrrlcr- nT HO Rritisl~ 
PoMr.; at Il'or~nhorzt ill Mav 1!)*10. the Lilting or 35 Ca1l;lrlian PI)\~'S at 
Fnunt~nav Ic I'psnel t l l ~ t i n ~  the- Rattle f'nr Snimandv at~cl ~Iir masxjcre of 
84 American POW< i i r  n e c r r n h ~ r  1 !J44 near M;~lmedy. Mnhnk~ usas 
~ a p ~ u r t d  d11ri11g l i i ~  at tclnptrd ht-eako111 rrotn the Fithrrrl~unkrr ;ind 
slwn~ ten ;L? a p r w n e r  hcfore beitly: rel~asrrl in 1955. 

It1 rnlnnland ol . \ m y  Gi-onp C:cr>tr~ witx rhe nr7vly proninred 
Generalfeldmarschall Fednand SEhiimer (189%1!)73) who joinrrl the 
lbetri,m LriI, Infantrv Regimc.11t ;md SIW acdnti in rlir First U'orld CZ1;lr. 
iifili~ing at \ 'rrrl~m anrl the Isntlm Rj\-~r. whcre hr I V X ~  alral-rlrd the Pour 
Lr Mrritc (I{lrie Max). Mtcr ihr war hr Iwcamr involwrl in right-wing 
politics and joined the Kt ' i~hw~i i r .  After-jrliiling rht, 19th I+av:~~ian Ir~fanrrv 
R~qiltirnt. hr WIS sent trr the D~*c.sdcn Tli j i ~ ~ t n ,  .Srh<)r~l, rnan;tsji~g to nht;tirl 
a n~ m h c r  nT (k-llcral SlaFf p07t i l l f l  helnrc p i n i n g  comnlarrrl or thr Wrh 
Cfil)~rqsji i~~r Kc.g$mrnt i l l  1937 :111d k i n g  P I - O ~ ~ O I C C ~  to C)I~crstle~~ttii~li~. 
Sciiirnlcr W ~ S  11cxt Pve11 tomrna~lcl of frlr C e h i ~ ~  Divicion. which h r  led 
d~ l r ing  thc Ilallinn Campaign anrl then 011 ~11e E~s1c~r-n FI-nnr in the rlnrlh 

Kuhnetsov [third fmm Pett, I 
second row 01 officers). AR( 
Kutznetsm was ~ommander Dt Hell 
the 3rd Shack Army and critic! con 
of the way the attack an Ihe dm 
-low Hefghta was canductec bec 
(7opfotorTopharn) Hc 

Ins1 

85-&rig& Wlhslm Mohnke, 
commander of the Central 
Government Dlstrict Inc[udlng 
the Reichs Ckancelfery, 
Ralchstag m d  the F O k d u n k e  

Tensions between the 
Wehrmaeht and the Watten SS 
pemlsted right through the war 
where emn during the battie fu 

Bedln, Mohnke  reparted dlrecu 

to Hitler, ignoring the garrison 
chain of command thrnugh 
'Zltadelle' to Weidling. 
~npf~toSTophamj 
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AEOVE GenObst Gotthard 
er of Heinrici, an outstanding Panzer 
ritical commander, commanded Army 
' ~ e  Gmup Yistula after Himmler had 
lcted. been rel~eved of its command. 

He refused to follow the Fuhrer% 
lnshucticns to defend Berlin at 
all costs havlng realized the war 
was over and covertly worked 
I6 get as many soldiers and 
civilians to the west as possible. 

[ropbf~)  

ABOVE, RIGHT Gender 
Panrertruppwn Walther Wenck 
rras a naturally gifted stafl 

officer. He took control of the 
I?lh A m y  in April 1945 and not 
only turned his army around from 
h Elbe positions where it faced 
the US Army but attacked 
towards Berlin, reaching the 
outskirts al Berlin and linklng up 
wkh Ihe gth Army. vopfoto) 
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of Finland. Commancl of thc 19th C n r p ~  
and XL Pan7er Corps folIo~vcd. In Marrh 
1944 he pi-omoted to Gcncraloberst 
and madr cotnmaoder of Amy Group 
Ukraine. In January 1915, Sclrij~ner 
became commander of the ncw A m p  
Groi~p Centre. which cunductcd a 
fighting retreat W ~ S ~ M T C ~ S ,  enabling over 
onc-and-a-half million peoplc from 
Eastern Germany to escape 11ie Red Army. 

Generaloberst Gotthard Heinrici 
(I88&1971), an nutsta~~ding Panzescom- 
mander, particularly in deFensive 
operations, he  commanded , h i y  Group 
Tristuld during the last phase of   he war. 
He fm~ght during the First World Fliar on 
both the Mrestern and Eastern fionts, 

ahernating hetween staff anct frontline cluties. Me remained in the Army 
afler clle war ancl eveuiltally hr-camc a Generalmajor in 1936, He 
cornrnancled the XXIT Corps during thc bIit7l;rirg aqainst Lhe Law 
Countries and France in 1940 a id  servecl under 1.Ieinz Guderian in [he 
2nd Panzer Anny d~ul-ing Operatio11 Bwbnrosso. In January 1942 he wns 
promntrd to huraloberst  and commander of the 4th Armywhich h r  led, 
developing exccllcnt deren4vr lacljcs against the Red Anny for the next 
two yrars. In Augu~t  1944 he was appointed to the command or the 1st 
Pan7er A r m y  and in March 1945, Army G r o ~ ~ p  Vistlrla. Ry now h e  had 
realized Bcrlin was inderensi hle and refuscd I-Iitier's instnictions to defend 
the city at all costs and was dismiqsed by Keitcl. I-Ieinrici su~renclel-ed to 
British forces in Flcnsherg and remained as a POW until May 1948. 

General der Panzemppen Baron Hasso von M a n M e l  (1897-1 978) 
had the unenwablc task of comlnaririing the 3rd Parlzcr h v .  thr 
formahon it1 Heinrici's Army Group Vistula faring Rnknssovsky'~ 
2nrl Eyrlonissian Front acmss the River Oder. Von MantcuEcl was h m ~ h  
hut had grrat courage ancl tactical skill, coming to b e  personal attention 
nf thr Ffihrer. He hacl server1 a5 a cavaIv officer during thc First Mi'nrld War 
and afterwards dcudrd to stay i n  the army, transfcming tn thp nrw Pan7er 
arm in 1954. He corn~nanded an infantry battalion m Rornm~l's 7th Panwr 
Division, rising to commmd the 6th Patuer Grenadier Rcgiment during 
the opening phases of Opcrarion IS~~rl~arossc~ where Ele earned thc Knight.7 
Cross. Iiaving k e n  promoted to Obersr, he h e n  took command of the 
'7th Pan~ergrenadier Brigade in North Africa ancl commanded an 
improviser1 division during the battle for Iimisia. Comrnirnd of the 
7th Panzer Division ancl Grossrleut~chlan d Panrer qenadicr Division 
quickly fnllowed (as did thc Oaklcd Chlster) and in September 1914 was 
personally givrn conlmancl of the 5th Pan7el- Anny that tvas to lake part in 
t l ~ r  Cerinan counteroEcn~ive in the Arclennes. Vorl Manlcr&cl was then 
hansferred to the Eastern Front to command the 3rd PanzerArrny, and was 
awarclcd the Swords and Diamonds to his Knight's Cro5s. He surrendered, 
along with thr 3rd Panzer Amly to thc 'IVestern Allies on 3 May 1945. 

General der Infanterie Theodor Busse (1897-1'386) was horn in 
Frankfrirt m der Oder ancl joiner1 the German Army as an officer cadet 
in 1915, being con~missioned in February 191 7. Mter the war, lie joined 



L ~ P  nmvlv fnnned Rcichswehr and, aftcr tluh omhreak of the S~conrl 
UTnrlrl War. I~rlcl a nzlinl~rr n l  u t d 1  posit~ons hrtwrcn 191.1 and 1944. He 
5ervc.d a? Chicd'of Staff l o  Genemlfrldma~sct~all Erich tml Ilanstpin in 
Xtmv Gr.oup South. wc'll as liavirlg pr>st? as Chirf of Staff irt the 1 ltti 
Arniv, Arn~y Group Don and Ar-n~y C;ro~rp Nor111 Ukraine. On 3UJar1ua1-y 
194.1 he was arvardrci the bight 's  C m s ~  and wrnt an to rake command 
of both rljc- 121.c~ In.l'nntry Division and I Corps. brfnre hring nppniiltcrl 
;s rhc cnmmnntler ol' tlw 9th h ~ v  to thc east of Rrrlin in late J a n ~ ~ a r v  

1935. Mtrr thp  cumrncnccment nl'CTpemtion ft~rlifr. the 9rh Artny fuund 
itself surrtn~nilt-rl along with tllousanrls nl-refiigees h11r Rl~ssc ron~pircrl 
with M'enrk to Iireak out i ~ n d  liuad w ~ s t  tiwarilr thr Atncricat~ Forrcs o n  
the River Etbr. He spent somc. timc a5 it PoU' (l91Tri5) and aftrr the 
lmr was thr  Director of (:i~il 1)cfrncc in ihe Wrsl Gcrmnn Gnvernr~icnt 
and wrote a nlarribrr of bt>olis on mil i ta i~  history. 

General der Panzertruppen Walther Wenck ( I  9fl0-W) was ilppoin ted 
comtnanrlrr of ~tlc 19th :\nnv on I 0  April 19-45. Rnm in M'ittrnl~rg. hc 
w a s  too vollng to sen7c in tlir Firw Worl~l M'i~r  anr1 snjrlin~d the Rrichswphr. 
l-ie rt~listrtl in  he inranm and caz~gllt thr  ~ V C  of, and hecamc aide to, 
(kn(1bst Tlms von Stcrkt. T.Vt.i~ck ;iuen(l~cl [lie StdT CoIleg~ and was 
plfomnt~d to Major and nlarlc dlr Operations Olficer of 1st Patwer 
Ili\isiisjon in whir ti Ilc sorrrrrl in hoth Pnland and Francc. Mc pro\wl tn he a 
mn~mllc ~ i f tcd  FM officrr ant1 appointerl as Chief of' Staff of Gen 
tijrchner's I>SqT Corps. After that c a n e  a rrmpnr;iv asignmrnt ;IF Chirf of 
S t f l  to tllr 3rd Rumanian h y  unrlcr C t n ~ r a l  Dumitrrqc~r dliring rl~c 
Rattlr l'or Staling-ad Ihr which l ie w s  arnar~cled the Knight's C~T)SS. There 
r(>llo~v~'Fd ;1 ~itinllwr or(:hi~urnf Staff posts to the fi~h Annv, 1st Panzer Anny 
(that alqo saw a promotion to Gcnei;llrnajnr), Annv Glrup Sntith Uktxine 
t~nd Director or O p c ~ i d o n ~  and Brpltiy Chief nT Staf' for OW.  He took 
wer cornrnanct of ~ h r  12th : h v  i r i  April 1!145. .AFter thr war. he spent two 
ycan in Amesiwn captivity zs a POW and tllcn joinrr! a comrnerciaI firm, 
t>ccomiilg Chairn~an ot' thr Ronrtl of I'lirecton in 1955. 

Qen der Panterhuppen Has? 
*on Mantedki who commw 
the 3rd Panzer Army Is 
shwvn here (on the far leq 
an 10 September 1951 at ah. 
In Bonn. Van Manteutfsl's for 
faced Ma numerically auperi. 
2nd Byelarussian Front but 
managed to hold tt an the Oe. 
for seven days. (TopfotolToph. 
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SOVIET FORCES 

y the hegintlinp of 1945, the Red h v  possessecl some six million 
mops 1 1  ~ h r  Western Front, langcd against j~~=,t oucr two million 

=- Gennan and Axis woops. Rathcr than spread them cvenly clver the 
entire front (a? the Germans were forced to do) they maintained a system 
of reserves under che control of thc Sovict High Commanrl that could 
distribute them according to ~vhcre it wanted i t5  main eKort lo be focusecl. 

By this sL3ge in the war, the Red Army was being sustaiiled not nnly hy 
the clnmestic industrial effort, much of ~t from thc factories moved east to 
the Umls, but also by substantial quantities of h c r i c a n  and British Lcnd- 
Lease material. This included softskinned vehicles, tanks, clothing arld 
food. the latter being especially important as the trnditiurlal cropgrowing 
areas of the USSR had been the very areas h a t  had been occupiecl by the 
Axis and thus were in no state to support the vast numbers of troops now 
deployed in the field. Hotvever, Soviet industry was able to produce some 
29,000 tank5 and selr-propelled grms, 122,500 amllerv piecos and mortars, 
46,500 aircraft and 184 tnillion shells, mines and bombs In 1944 alone. 

The soit-skinned vehicles provided the Red Army vvlth the necessary 
mobil~ty to transport not only troops and artillery pieces, h a t  stlpplies 
and support equipment as well. One of the rnajor advantages ihe Soviets 
had over thc Germans was in engineering support and logistics. Forward 
combat units were often reinrorced with specialist engineer battalions, 
due to the extensive use of Certifications and minefields by the Grrmans, 
which ncccssitated the deployment or mine-sweeping and flame- 
lhrotving tanks and combat engineer units. The standard German 
practice of destroying every bridge over streams and rivers as they 
retreated also necessitated the Red Arrny having substantial numbers of 
specialist cngineer bridging units deployed forward. In addition. 
norma1 units wcre ~rsually given special river-crossing and swamp 
crossing training. 

Infantry armies were divided into Guards, Shock and normal 
infantry armies. Guards armies were usually organi~ed on a 
combined-arms basis wit11 three infantry and one armoured cnrpr;, 
while the Shock armics would have greater artillery resources as they 
were designated as the assault formations that would have to breach 
the enemy dcfencc system at the start oP an offensive. The remaining 
infantry formations wcre often of a much lower calibre and while well 
equipped with light weapons, lacked the substantial artillery 
firepower of' the Guards ancl Shack armies; what artillely they did 
have tended to be horse-drawn. They had the lowest priority nn 
suppIies (even food and dothing) and were almost expected to live 
off the land. Training tcnded to be minimal and, as a consequence, 
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~nnra l r  anrl rliaciplinr sulri.red. Even 90. discipline varird from unit to 
irni t and the casrornan tiravy bhnt-q of tlrin k ing  ~roulil inevitahlv lcarl 
ro pl-ohlernx and acLs n T  vicllencc, I-lo~vrvcr, i llr Soviet ~clldicr ~lwally 
hat1 ;I good. clnw I-clationship with his oflicerx. ;IX the Red Artnv (and 
later rllc Sovict Ar~nv) rrlicd nn its ollicers rr) conrIurr tlic rlzitie< 
usuallv hfivrr~ to the NCOx in Mk-stcni :~rrnies. This r-platinnship was 
not  ~P;IcIFIY extunt l~d to the palitical co~rlmissars ~ v l ~ o  rwre t.cqardrrl 
with distrrzsr. Each ilrrnvhi~rl from one to three NhUD (hl inistn o f  ~ h t -  
Intcrqior.) regiment~ attarlierl, nn! as rnrnhat Frrrn~atiorls. but to act itc 

a s u ~ p ~ r t  ~ r ~ x i c e  ~~nrlertaking rlc~tirs sllrtl as scl-crning the r t w  of thc 
parer1 t Fnnn;~tion. h c l p i n ~  wit t i  trai'liu cnri trol ariil ~mdrrraking 
poliiiral inrloctrinarion. Even ivorqr o F E  than t h e w  fonnnrion~. 
howevc~s, rv~w the  penal 11 l i i ts, each frnni having t1~1-ec I~attalions aiid 
car11 annv rrom htltrvccn five ant1 ten c c ~ m ~ n i c . s .  OFficcrs wthrp sent 
la thr penal l>attaliot~s and tnen lo the prnat con~pa~i ics ,  all ar 'pelin! 
priv;ites', where tliry cottlrll regain lticir rnrtk and posilian 1)y 
clistin~uishctl conrlurt in h;~ttlc, after hc111g k~ llcd in ;~ctiotr n r  aficl- 
rcco\,c-ring flmm rrounds rcceir-ecl arid Fwii~g rrt~1rnri1 to dutv. Thest. 
units were ilred for the most dil'licult mid d a n g e r o l ~ ~  tnqks, ~ c h  aq 

crvampir~g cnerny posit iot~s with shrcr weight ot' numhrrs or 
adr-ar~cing fi nt 01~pr inine[irlds to clear ~ I Y C  wav, 

Thc Rccl Ann? erljov~d wbstanl ial supvrioritv not nnlv in tnatlpower 
I,tu alqn ranks and aircrdt. Rv focusing cln a sn~al l  nra1n1,er of' simplib 
rlesiqns, thr  Sc~viets had pmrlrlced some \TIT goorl {anks; rlt-spitt. the far1 
ihev rrndrtl to hirve a n111ch ro~rghcr finish lhan (heir Crrman 
coun tcrparis. The r~crv JSZ (losef Stalin) tilhon hea\-\p tank mounted a 
122mm gun and carrircl 23 rounds hut tl~r majority of Soviet t a n k  wei-c 
nieclii~n~ tanks. Tllcsr \trrrr n~a i~ l lv  the SFton T-:t4/7ti, a m e t l  with a 
5frnm Fin, 1 ~ 1 r  thcrr lverc nn incrrasing number of tllr later 'l'-34/85, 
armrd wid1 an R5mm gun and carwing over 70 rounds. Tllcr~ was also 
the light T-'70 tank srnied rr4rh a 45mm gun, hut that w r  mainlv ilscd t o  

protrtt iactic;~l 11eatlqtiartc.n in battle. Thr Guards nrmolrred lrnirs werr 
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usually equipped with theJS2 ancl T-34/85 but other formations ris~ially 
had a mix of' T-34 wriants and AUicd Lcnd-Lrasc cquipmcr~t, the 
2nd Guards Tank Army being a prime cxarnplc, ha i inghc r i can  Ma 
Shennat-i hnks with 76mm p n s  and a fcw Br~tish Valcnhnc ranks. The 
Red At-my also tnade exterisive use of tank dr-stroyt-rs, including the 
SU-85 and SU-100, based on the T-34 cfiabsis. The SU-85s tended to br 
organised into battalions of 21 ~ R S  and thc SU-100 urgani~cd into 
Guarcls tx-igdes of 65 <guns apiece. To slrpport these fom~ations, thc 
Soviet? Ilad an effec~ive system of vehicle recorrcq and repair ilirot~gh 
damaged-vehicle xsenlhly points, where ~ l l e  workshops were able to put 
back illto srrvice around half the vehicles brougl~t into them. 

The most efkctive gro~uicl-attack aircraft the Sovirts hail was the 
IL-2 Shnmnovik and air liaison linib were posted to the heatlqiiarters of 
fronh. armies and forwart1 brigades in order ru improve thr coorciinatio~i 
with the grorlnd Forces. At this stage in the war, rhe Sovie1 Air Forcr 0112- 

numhewd the 1,riftwaffe by over fiveto-one and so corild dominate tl1.r 
aimpace over the battlefield. 

The  soviet.^ viewed the artillery am1 as the 'Iiing' of the battlcfielcl 
and by the timr of thr drive on Her-lin had an-t;lssed enough al-tillery to 
be ahlc to concentrate a Cormirlahle amount nf pins pFr kilonlrtre 
on tllr axes of attack on which they were clet~srnin~ci to achieve a 
breakthrough. Thc main artillery pirces used were the 76mm and 
122mm tu~vcd guns hut tl~erv were a numbrr OF inr lep~ndrnt  artillery 
regime-nts equipped with Iargpr calibre g-t;nn5, sl;nch as a 152mm gun 
mountcd in an open-mrkecl carriage anrl a I2I)mm heavy mortar. There 
wcrc alsn self-propelled guns, the main modrls being t h e  SV-7ti, SU-85. 
SU-100, JSU-122 and JSU-1.52, all carrying guns of  the appropriate 
calibre, most or them fully enclosed and o r g a n i ~ ~ d  into independent 
re,$ments of the same vehlcle. The SU-76 was 311 iact the most common 
and had originally been a tank destroyer based on thr T-70 chassis 
carrying 60 rourlds. Its opcn-toppcd supcrstnlcturc mrant that it was no 
longer suitable h r  that rolc and so was now dcployed in a direct inhntry 
support role, in battalions of four batteries with four Rins each. The 
larger calibre 122mm ancl 152m111 p n s  ~verr deployed on both KV ancl 
JS tank chassis. Thc 122rnm Fin NW, mountcd on thc IW chassis in 
meclium regiments of sixteen "?ins apiece and wed to support the 
tnfantry divisions, while the remainder were used in Guards hrigades 
with 65 guns apiccc. The Sonets also deployed the BM-8 and BM-13 
'Katy~tska' ~nultipk-rocket launchers (known to the Germarls as [he 
'Shlin Organ') that mounted a numbcr uf rockcts (lip to 48). the most 
cottarnot1 being 82mm with a range of 6,000m and l32mm wirh a range 
of 9,25Om, on a wheeled unck. 

The Red h n y  still employed large riurnbers of cavalry units and had 
one cavalry brigade and 12 cavalry divisions in the order of batDe for 
Operation Bmlrn. They were intended to give the Red Army some 
tnohility over poor terrain, such as forcsts and marshes, whtch was noL 
suitable for armor~red vehicIes. A cavalry corps usually consisted of two 
or three cavalry divisions and was given a great deal of additional 
firepower, in the Form ofbet~veen two and four tank regiments (7U-140 
tankr), an assault gun  regiment and various artillery units. They m7ere 
often paired with mechanized or tank corp5 trr form special cavalry- 
mechanized groups. 



SOVIET ORDER OF 
BATTLE 

2HD BYEPORUSSIAN FRONT- Marshal U. K. Rokossowky 

2nd Shock Amty - ColQm I. I. Fedyurinsky 
i :'!h 8 1 ir.ih Ri19 Crlrps 

65th A m y  - ColGen P. I. Batov 
:i?th. dF.h R 1,?5:rl R~ftp Carps 

70th A m y  - ColGen V. S. Popov 
n?;h, 96th R 114th HfleCorps 

19th Anny 
41 11l i  Guards, 132nd R 131th RlRa Carps 

5th Ouards Tank Army 
. '3.h Tank C,lfps 

4th Air Army - CoICen K. A. Venhinln 
A"h Pssa~rlr, 5.r A I ~  Pornwr a?d 5th Aa FqMw Corps 

TST BYELORUSSIAN FRONT- Marshal G. K. Zhukov 

1st Palish Army - LtGen S. G. Poplawski 
1.;'. 2nd 2.d. 4!t, 8 I;'!> Pa'rsh Ib1:irltw Drvlslons 

47th Army - LtOen F. I. Pbrkhomvttch 
71th. 125:tr A 123th RRn Coros 

3rd Shock army - ColGen V. 1. Kuttmisov 
i l l 1  A~lle Cnrps - M&on V A Clir sluv I ColGen Y T 
Ctiy~rv~chonKo 
tAr;Ih 265th R 36bth FIIW OmSlOnS 
17'11 Guards RI@ Corps - C'Gen A F Wsnln  1 MalGen A A. 
F l ~ l n v  
2.jrd Guards. 52nd Guordn & 33rcl R~fle Dlvlslons 
7cllh Rrtp Corps - hrlalrisr S. I Pemv&k~n 
l"O!hR~?eQ~il?~on MGenL'M Shal~lcv 
1 ilsl R~fls nlv~son - Cul A P Plogona 
201th Rltlo Urvlslon - Cnl V M. A ~ ~ i i o v  
9th I a l k  Corns - UGPR 1 F K~nchrnko 

5th Shock Army - Gen I ColGen N. E. Berrarln 
9th R lle Corps - MafGon I LtGen I P Rosslv 
77Yq 2rPth r9 301 sr R"le h s l o n s  
2ij111 Guard? Corps - Mn~Gen P A Armv 
Ut)lli Guards. Y4th Guar~ls- R 266th Rile D~vls~ons 
TPnrl HlRe Carps - LrGon D S Zherebin 
FT'? Guards. ?o5th & .:lfith Rffe D ~ v ~ s m s  

8th Quads Army - ColGen V. 1. Chulkov 
41 i Guards I~IPB Coros - LtGerl V A Glazonov 
:' ~ t ~ i  Guards. .:7th Gdards R 57th Guirrds Rt'le Dlwston? 
2'i'h C U Z * ~ ~  Hlle Corn5 - LtGp! V M S ' l u C j ~  
3'lttl Guards. 79tb Guards R 88th Guards H~llo Qnls~ons 
2qth Guards P~llo Corps - ValG~n I' I Zalt7yuk 
21th Guards. 74th Gmrds& S2rtrl Guards Pfle Dmm7s 

69th Army - ColOen V. Y. Kalpakchl 
25711. 6let K L l l  sl Rlne C o r ~ s  
11 i ' h  S 283rrl RlRe R~v~stor~s 

33rd Army - CalGen V. D. Svotaev 
16:h, 38tb 8 !i%nd R I ~  (;urns 
2ml Grrerds (.;nvo\ry Corps 
$5117 9Pe i)wslon 

lsth Alr Army - ColGen S. I. Rudenko 
kith 8 'l!tr h~r Assn~~lI Carps 
3rd R Gt t i  lur  Borritror Corps 
'st Guam$. OT!. Flh b 13th Am Kghter Corps 
1st Guards. 240tIi. ?RZnd 8 3 6 t h  A I ~  f~qhtw Dw~s~nns 
7nd & I 1111 Guard? Air Assahrlr D~vlslons 
113*h 1 ROrd 1 eBth A 221 st h r  Rornb~r Dlvlstons 
9th Guards B 2A7nd kr fl a?! 3 o m k  Ulvuons 

18th ASr Army - AVM k Y, GOlQWnOv 
1 s t  Gu~rrl% 2nd 3rd 8 4+h Air Bomber Corps 
A5!h Ac liomber Qrv~cor 
561h 141r I qhtw D~ulslon 

1st Ouards Tafik Army - Colaen M. Y. Katukav 
F 1 h  G~rarrP, M~tf~h-nlzPd Germ - MalGch~~ I F. Or 
' lth Gu,rrrls lank COTS - Gol A, H R;madshan 
11 th Tank Corps - MajGen I I. Jushuk 

2nd G u d s  Tank Army - Colden S. I. Bogdanw 
' st Xpcha~\,-ed Cwps - LtGon 5 I Kr~urlsllo na 
9th Guards rank Corps - MalGRn A F r'upnv 
12th Gu;v~? Tank Corps - M~lGen M K leltakov / 01 A 1 
Shevcl>mko 

3rtI Army - ColGen A. V. Gorbatov 
:!51h. d0tll X 41st Rifle Corps 

VST UKRAINIAN FRONT -  wara ah el I. S. Konlev 

3rd Guards bmr, - G o l M  V. N. Godov 
2 1 st, i f i t l l  R 1201h liltie Corns 
25th Tarlk Corps 
359h Rsflo Dlwston 

lnh Army - GalGen N. P. Phukw 
211t1, 27th b 10Xnd HIRR Corp.: 

5th Ouards Army - CclGen A S. Zhadov 
{Aid, YWI R 34th i;,~ards RI:R Corps 
4 th Guards lank Corlls 

2nd P o r i  A~WIY - LIGwI K. K. Swiaracze~skl 
51?, 7th. trlh, Slh h l ; > l t l  Pol~sli Ibifantq Urv151ons 
I sl Pollsh Tmk Cops 

5 M  - ColGen K. a Koateyeu 
dulfi. 73rd R i3l.h 17inn Corps 
7111 Guards twlw;hanix~d Corps 
21 31h Rlfle O~vision 

2nd Alr Anny - ColGen S. A. Kmsavsky 
1 sl Guards, 2nd Guards & 3tr kr Assault Corps 
4th R 6th Guards Rr nomber Corps 
2nd- 5th & Gltl A I ~  F.ob-ler Cows 
?08th Alr N1qn1 Bonlt,cr Dn,~s~ofl 

3rd Guards Tank A m  - ColGen P. S, Rybalko 
r'r- Guar-1.. -ank CorDs - M?GPn V A N':f7?f3nov 
ill1 Gbarrl.: Tank Corps - M:: Gpn V V Nr,v krlv 
Olh Mechnnlzed Gnrps - LtGon I P Suchov 

4M Qua* Tank Army - ColGen O. D. Lelyushenkd 
5th & 61h I;~rards Mechan~zsd Corps 
10th Guortlh Tank Corps 

28431 Army- Laen A. A. PuchimIry 
??h, 38th Guards R 1ZPh 1?!1c Corps 

31st Army - LKiien V. K. Bsranov 
Is! Guarcl? Cavalry Corm 



GERMAN FORCES 
- - - - 

In  contrast to the tight system of centralized control that characterized the 
Soviet cl~ain of command, the Wehrmarht's chain of cornmal~d was chaotic 
and messy. Adolf Hirler had rrested in himself absolute control over the 
operations of the MTehrmacht, hut had movrd hetrveen desolately located 
command hunker?, gradllally becoming divorced from reality. His 
inunediate slibordinates fought behitld-the-~cen~s hattles for power arid 
influirnce and did nothing; to t ry and inject a sense of rrnlity ahout what was 
happening. Iiitler had finally installed himseIfin the Fiihl-erbunker under 
the Reichs Cllancellery nn P i 3  January 1945. This facility suffered from a 
chronic lack of communicatio~ls equipment and Irad not been set up to the 
same standard as the other headquarters that had been used around 
Europe during h e  war. Tt came wit31 a onc-man switcl~hoarcl, a single radio 
transmitter and a radio telephone, which was dependent on having its 
arrial raised by means of a halloon. 

His state of mind was not helped by stress, overwork. the attenlpterl 
ascassination or his Failing health. Hitler had taken ovcr command of hoth 
the armed forces and the armv ill Decembcr 1941. H c  had complica~ed the 
command structure wen more by directing operalions on h e  F a ~ t e r n  
Front exclusively through the OKH (Oberkommando des Heeres - b y  
GHQ) whdc its responsibdities for other tlieatres had been passed to OKW 
(Obcrkommando der VkTchrmacht - Armed Forces G H Q  , forcing the two 
to compete for scilrce resources for tl~eir respective areas of responsibility. 
Additiondlly, Hitlcr's attitude to the General StaB was a major solarce nf 
friction, as his system of unquestioning obedience lo orders clashed with 
id~eir y t e m  of mutual trust and exchanges of ideas, against a l~ackgmmid 
of I-Iitler's class consciousness and thc distrust of the General S W  
EoUowing the asqassination attempt. 

Hltlcr's system of command was reflected in h e  state and composition 
of the German Armed Forces. One confusing practice waq  the use of corps 
and army headquarters that had been taken out of the line and placed In 

resenre, to conmol formations that had been rebrdlt or  newly raised, 
regardless of  hat branch of service thy  came froln or their primary 
fimction. For example, the V SS Mountain Corps disposed only one  Mraffen 
SS division and no mountain troops, wllile the XI SS Pan7er Corps 
consisted mainly of ordinary infantry units. 

Thc quality of Gcrman infantry formations hacl steadily declined as 
the war had progressed, due to the number of casuallies that had heen 
suffered. Erom 1943 onwards, an increasing proportion of the infantry 
were being recruited from the fringes of Gennatly itselC horn people 
known as Volksdcutsche, or ethnic Germans, Many seiiior commanders 
were worried as to the fighting qualities of thrse troops, a? even units 
raised within Germany itself contained increasing numbers nC Alsatians, 
Poles and other ethnic minorities who might not be overly enthu~qiastic 
about dying for the Third Rcich. Thc Geman Panzer formations did not 
reallv suffer these problems to the same exzen t but were facing: challenges 
with mobility as there was an ever growing shortage of fuel, made worse 
by the loss of access to the Rumanian and Hungarian oilfields. This dso 
led to h e  curtailing of (raining that would have an iilcreasingly 
detrimental eflect on  the quality of the Panzer troops. While German 
troops lucre still, on the whole, better than their Soviet equivalents, the 



la1-p. qrtaiirnrivr, advanmgt- c-Ihc rernmaras had ell jnvrrl in drc opening 
p l ~ , ~ r r s  nF the R r n ~ N , e m j a n  conflict had hcen sig~ilicnntly erurlrct. 

(:rrman tank productin11 ]lad incrc ;~~rr l  signilic;lntly d t l r i n ~  1043 
ant1 1944 hut i t  51 ill Iaggcr! l~e t~ in r l  Srwirr inclustrial n1itp111. I I ~  war 
intlustn~ had rvmainerl c)t1ch OF C;errn;lnv'~ major wraknesses, rlcspi ~e 
X11,rr1 Spppi'~ I!).2:3 rernnw. Even d ~ n t ~ g h  ('.emia~lv llad ol~t-prrjtr1-111ed 
I ltc S o ~ i c t  I 'nion in Ilea\? int i~~strial  ant l,ul I~eforv l h r  rmr, thv \ v i c l n r ~ ~ s  
o l  I!)R9 ancl 111a10 had I~i.ought a grctilt deal of Ellrope's in.rl~isil-ial 
ciil),witv w d r r  (;c.rman coiltl.ol and tlrc 1931 invwiut~  hacl depri trd the 
Snv~cr Zriiinr~ nl much of i t s  i r~r l~r~t r ia l  pntcntial. Even so, Cfi~-mi~nv had 
tiilrd rt) kerp pacc with tllr Soiict Uninii, partly du r  I U  the rffi.ctr o f t h e  
Allirrl hnn~biny nll'c~~qive. hitr al5n 1~rc :~urr  rno-ii of' r he learler~hip had 
h i l t h t l  10 ~rr~(lei.\t:~~ld the inlportance rri' the rctlnomv in f i ~ l ~ t i n g  a 
n~r)tltv-n indllst riali7crI ~ m s  (;cmanv hat1 not rnnl~ilizt.rI her it1cIi15rries 
€or lull war protlrtction urllil \-enf I;lrt. on. T h r  Iluge :ettri~io~l or 
manlmwcr 111 r hr First Wnrlrl hacl givc'n lo llic. hlrge aaltr-ition of 
I ~ ~ I I C . ~ I , I I  in tl115 rnnflict, a rli;~llt.ngc thr ( irrmanr coltld not mcJcl. This 
~tratcgic hlrir~rlrr hacl hrcornc painf~illv ohriorn as the wilr had 
appi o ;~ched  its closing stacc-5. 

'I'hc uil irc  it\~ailahlc to ~ l l e  (>mans included what w ~ s  Innir.11 ac the 
LTolk'irturm, a tiirni of Hornr Guard, th:~i waq intendrd lur Ioral rlurc*nce 
ant1 rl~r conntnirrion of ro~'tilic;ttions. 11 ronsisterl ol'rnales aged r ; i s te~n 
ancl i~p\~.arcls rrhcr rvcrr capd,lr trlbparing : tms in an rrncrgencv 1,111 not 
n r h ~ n v i s ~  fi t  ~ l ~ o t t g l i  for a c t i ~ e  seni~c*. T h e  majrri-itv, ho~rwrr, c:tme 
h-nnl thc uppr r  age bracket and incllitled many First Mi~rltl W a r  
vr i  r5r;ins, n i c v  wc-rr orpnirt-rl into companies ant1 Ix~~talions i l l  their 
hornt. tlistdct5 hiit, with rlr, rtandard rstahlishmrr~t. t,att;~linns couId 
rang(* from fiI l0  ~ t p  to 1..300 in strrng-th. Vnit cnmmandrrs lucre 
appoi~i~ecl bv tllr p;lrty. soinr being rrrr ians with r n i l i r a ~  wrvicc a n d  
orl1rl.s purcl) local ;~drninirlr:~tc~rs. 

7.11~ C;crm:in grouncl rorcr< !+err stiIl ~,rirnarilv c o n ~ p o s ~ d  of anny 
rormalirms. althtl1tg1.1 t t~c  alw~rtive cotip in Jltlr 19114 31ad lcd to ;I great 
purgt- of a m u  ollicers. with polidcal onicrrs IS5 - Ff1hsungsnITi7irrc) 
bring ;~ppointc.d rct fonn;itic~n 11rltdquarlrw to erlsurc the appropriatt' Nazi 
spirit. ICeichsiir lirr~=SS i u ~ t l  Chrf4er-Dc11 ?when-Poli./cki (Statc SS and 
Pchit.c I:hief) Hvinrich Hirnttilrr h d  ~ ~ k v n  over cor~trr,l of the Rcsrrue or 
I-lctnlr p \ r m \ ;  a position of'~onsirler;lhIe ililluence. and all Ile\\ rernbirs Ii:td 

I ~ c m  assiv~lled 10 the n r . 1 ~ 1 ~  l n m e d  i'illksivehr (I'er>plc's r2mv) of 
hror,lksgrenadicr and 1701ks Ariiller~ un i l~ .  'l'lley wcrc considered lo have 
prnzrr  political 1-~liabilitv :lild LE~el+crore llad prinlqiw in mtsn and 
c q i ~ i ~ ~ n w ~ ~ t .  .itftrr  he arn~v. the main n r ~ ~ n i ~ a t i o n  that Kelded gr,c~~rnd 
units IWS the \4;1Ken SS. a150 ~ i n d e r  Hirrinilc-r. Tl~rse.  ton, rrceiverl prioritr; 
of c-q~~iptnrnl  rnr r  the anny iind I ~ a d  thrir nwtl sourcrs nf supply, chiefly 
111c slavr lnhoitr ramp?. Ur1aI)le to cornprkr wit11 iht-  M7e1irmwl~t wilh 
t ~ q 3 ; l l  tl to the c-ori\cliption law\. hey  tt~niccl to other qotil-ces of rrl;rnpclwer 
arlrl ;lr ;I r m ~ ~ l i .  I-c-\c.rnhlrrl !tic Frenct~ Foreign Legion in ron~pocitinil. BY 
10.15. 1 1 1 ~  rail11 nl'cirrn  he MbfTcn SS c~131~1:115 in Hirlrr was ~%*.i\lrrin~ arid 
111t-v no Int~ger I>c.lirved it1 filial victo~y. Finally, tlirlr was thc Iiprlin 
Gt~rri.;on, ~IiicFr 11xd its 1ic;irlqiiarters Iocaterl opposite the Zc~ij$~aus 
(.Zr;c~nal) on thc L'nterden-Linden. This command atlirtinistered a ~nclrlev 
cotlrrtinn of units, includiilg militayr police, r e g ~ J ; ~ r  p ~ r i s o n  troops, 
~ l ~ o ~ t s a u d ~  nTprisr>iicr.wf-war and slave-lal>o~~rcrs. periill units, an r n ~ n r e r  



Soviet SUi22 tank destroyers 
in a Berlin suburb. The SU tank 
destroyem were essentially 
turretlma versians of tanks 
such as the T-34 and JS-2, 
in the same way the Germans 
p m d u c d  tank-destroyer 
versions of thelr own tanks, 
such as the Jagdpanzer IV and 
Jagdpanther. (From the fonds 

I 
of the RGAKFP at Krasnosorak) 

batkilion and thc 'Grossdcr~tschland' &arc1 Regilne111. The L~rriqon 
formed part of MJehrkrcis (Military Dimict) 111 that 11ad been admit~istered 
by  thc llcadquartcrs of ID Corps during pcacctime. When 111 C:oips went 
off to war, a clepum headquaters remained, which came under the Keservc 
or Home Army. 

The LufmafTe contribi~ted not only GenORsr Rittet. von GI-eim's 
Luftnotte VI, but three types of ground formation. The fint were the 
FaIlschirmjZger. Germany's elite paratroopers. Many or the rarlier 
replacements ruere from Ihe non-flying brai~cE~es of the ~ e n i c e  hut werc 
trained and irldocuinated into dre elitist traditio~ls of the senice h r s c  

units were often used as shock uoops alongside army fortna~ions. Latrr 
replaccrr~ents I-iowever, including aircraftIrtss crew dicl no1 hare tli e beneli t 
of such training. Thc second type of tonnation was the anti-aircraft arcillcry 
branch of the service that provided around SO per cent of all German <anti- 
aircraft clefence perso~~nel and rvas attacl~ed to all army Formations clown 
to divisional level. This branch of the Luf~wafTe had started a? an clite 
formation and remained so tl~ro~rghotlt the war, with bat te~ ies often acting 
as mobile atzillery and fighling courageously until they wrre nvei-nm. Up 
until the beginning of 1 945, the main defence oF l%erIin had cmt rcd  on its 
anri-aircraft capabilities in relation lo the Allied bninhing c a m p i p .  This 
defence was manned by tlie 1st 'Berlin' Flak Division and ronceutratccI 
around three enomlous flak towers that I~ad been built in the parks at 
Friedrichshah, Humholdthain and the Zoo, each heing a f o l ~ u s s  with 
wall3 same six foot thick and steel: doors over every apc-rh~rc. Thcrc were 
also another dozen or so permanent anki-aircdt positions aroulld thc city. 
usually on the flat roofs of large well-huilt Isu~ilrlings. All of these could be 
expected to provide val~mble support during thr land hattlr, and could 



GERMAN ORDER OF 
BATTLE 
t h m  uMs dmt ly  involved whh lne aeh?ce ol 8W1n are shown fn mare detstt 

OKW RESERVE paler allocated to the LVI Panmr Corps, 9th Army) 

78th Panzergrenadier Divls~on - MajGen Josef Raxh 

ARMY GROUP 'VISTULA' - CnlGen Gonherd Heinrici 
Ill SS 'Germane' Panzer Cops - SS LtGen Fel~x Ste~ner 

(d~vrs~ors later allocated to the 9th Army) 
1 l t h  SS 'Nordland' Panzergrenad~er D~lacM - SS MalGen Jurgen 
Z~qler  / SS MajGen Dr Gustav Krukenburg 
23rd .SS 'Nederland' Panzergrenad~er Divls~on - SS MqGen 
Wagner 

(divts~ons later allocated to the 3rd Panzer Army) 
27th S3 'Langernarck' Grenad~er Olv~s~on 
28th SS 'Wallon~m' Grenadier D~v~s~on 

3rd Panrer Army - Gen Wasso van Mantelrftel 
'Swlnamunde' Corps - LtGen Ansal 

402nd B 2nd Naval D~vts~ons 
XXXII Corps - LtGen Schack 

'Vo~gt' & 2Alst Infantry D~visions 
549th Volksgrenad~er Dws~on 
Stett~n Garr~son 

'Wer'  Corps - SS LGeo von dem Bach / Gen Hdmlein 
810th & 'Klossek Infantri, Dw~s~ons 

XX%'VI Panzet Corps - Gen Mart~n Gare~s 
547th Volksgrenad~er Dws~on 
1st Naml Olv~son 

9th Army - Cen Theodor Busae 
156th Infantry D~v~s~on 
541 st Volksgrenad~er Dl~310n 
404th Volks Artlllew Corps 
406th Volks Art~lley Corps 
408th Volks Art~llery Corps 

CI Corps - Gen Wlhem Berlln / LtGen Friedr~ch SIXI 
5th Lrghl Idantry Otv~s~on 
606th Infantry D~wsron 
30Mh 'Borlln' lnfantry Dw~s~on 
25th Panzergrenad~er D~wrslon 
1001 N~qhts' Combat Group 

LVI Panzer Corps - Gen Helmuth Wetdltng 
9th Fallsch~mlager D N I S I ~  - Gen Bruno Brailer f Col Harry 
Hermann 
20th Panzergwnad~sr D~wrslon - Col / MalGen Georg Scholza 
Muncheberg' Panzer D~v~s~on - MajGsn Werner Mummert 
let 8 2nd Muncheberg' Panzergrenad~er Regts 

XI SS Panzsr Corps - SS Gan Marhras Kle~nhewterkamp 
303rd 'Dbbentz' Infantry Div~s~on 
16gh Irrfantry Dlwsfon 
712th Infantry Dlwsron 
'Kurmark' Panzergronad~er Dwls~on 

Frankfurt an der Oder Garnson - Col / MqGen Ernsl B~ehler 
V SS Mounta~n Corps - SS Gen Fnednch Jackeln 

286th Iniantw D~~sron  
32nd SS 30 January Volksgrenad~er Dlwsion 
391 st Sy D~vrs~on 

ARMY GROUP CENT RE - GFH Ferdinand Scharner 

4th Panzer A m y  - Gen Fritz-Herbert Gdser 
(later transferred to the 9th Army) 

V Corps - LtGen Wagner 
35th SS Pol~ce Grenadier Div~slon 
36th SS Grenad~er D~v~s~on 
275th Infantry Dl~sion 
342nd lrrfarrtry D~ws~on 
2 1 st Panzer Dw~s~on 

12th Army - Gen Walther Wenck 
XX Corps - Gen Cart-Erk Koher 

'Theodor Kbmer' RAD Division 
'Ulrich von Hutten' lnfantry Diwsmn 
'Ferdinsnd von Schill' lnfanty D~vtsion 
'Scharnhorst' lnfantry Division 

M I X  Panzsr Corps - LtGen Karl Arnd 
!12 - 2 7 April 7945 under OKW with the bllow~ng structure) 
Clausewitr' Panrer Dwision 
'Schlagster' RAD Divisron 
84th Infantry Division 
(21 - 2B April 1946 under 72th Amy mtlr the Iollowing S ~ U C ! ~  
'Clausewitz' Panzor D~vision 
8410 lnfantry Dlvision 
'Hamburg' Reservo lnfantry Division 
'Meyer' Infanty Divslon 

M I  Pwzer Corps - LtGen Holste 
'von Hake' Infantv Didsion 
I g9th lnfantry D~visjon 
'V-Weapons' Infantry Division 

W I I I  Panzer Corps - Gen Maximillian Relchsherr von EdelscMr 
1 4th Flak Division 
'Leipzig' Ha& Group 
'Halle' Battle Group 

Ungmuped F m  lrons 
'Fnednch Ludw~g Jahn' RAD Divrs~on - Col Gerhard Klern I &I Fram 

Wellm 
'Potsdam' fnfanty D~msion - Col Ench h e n ?  



serve eicher as command posts or defensive positions, too. Third, there 
were the L u f M e  Field Divisions that had been initially raised in 1942 
from personnel skimmed from &dining organizations, flak and othcr 
ground senice organizations, and committed as infantry. 

The Germans had a mriety of tanks, self-propelled guns and tank 
hunters (Jagdpanzers) available but the desperate situation they found 
themselves in meant that unit5 were ralsed and equipped with anythlng 
that was available. The PzKw IV had seen series production throughor~t 
the war in various models and was now equipped with a 75mm L48 gun 
to enahle it to stand up to the T-34/85. Most of the later Germarl tanks 
had been inspired by the T-34, none more so than the 45-ton FzKw V 
'Panther' which had well sloped amour, wide  racks and a 75mm L7O gun. 
This was Followed by the %-ton FzKw VJ 'Tiger I ' ,  armed with an 8Xmm 
L56, and a 'Tiger 11' with an 88mm L71 gun that was designed to 
dominate the battlefield. There were also tank hunters such as  he 
Jagrlpanzer 1V with a 75mm L7O gun, the 1JagdpantherX with an 88mm 
L71 gun and the Jagdp,mzerVI lJagdtiger' with a 12Xmm L55 gtm and a 
70-ton w e i g h  Some lighter models includcd thc 'Hotzur' and 'Marder' 
vehicles, the former wi~h a 75mm L48 gun and the latter with a 75mrn 
L46 pin. Finally, there were the Sturmgeschdtz I11 self-propeIled Fins 
and Flakpan7er armoured flak vehicles. The German annoured forre was 
severely handicapped by the lack of fuel, the proclucion of which w a q  a 
major target or the Allied bombing campaign. 

However, one OF the main continuing strengths of the Wehrmacht Iq 
in its tactical skills, the flexibility of its command systrm and ilts ability to 
reorganize quickly, particularly in the defence, German field headquarters 
were kept small and well forward to maintain close contact with their 
subordinate commands. Officers were highly trained and able to make 
q ~ i c k  rlrcisions, ror their philosophy was that ihe unexpected could always 
be expected to happen and they would need to take decisive action rapidly 
and so there was a high degree of personal contact and m~~t t r a l  confidence 
in the command system. 



OPPOSING PLANS 

ALLIED PLANS 
-- - .- - o r  Stniet 1'1.c.111ier .jowf Stalin, Berlin w a  thr. main~- pri7e of the - %co11rl\.2h1.!rl\.2lar mid he rearr-d that thcRrd /\rnwmight l ~ e  I,e;irrn 

tn thc city hv lW Ernlard Montg~m~ry's 2 1 s l  Amiy <;laup. The 
ILriri~h 13 c-ru ;~d~-;tr~t ingnpitllv from llrsllantl irltu North k l ~ n a n r ;  GPI-man 
rt.ri.ir;inrr in Chr ~ ~ ' r s l  haling morr or  lms cr~llapscd aher boll1 the failr~rc 
of'lhc hrl(.nnes ( i l r i " t ~ ~ i v ~ '  in [>eccmhrr 19111 i ~ n d  thrh r i~r~o~mt l ing  of Amly 
(;lr,up R i lk r1ic Rlihr Pockrr it1 Match 1943. 'Illis rt;lr ar~ccrtrr!. IIUWPVPI: bv 
(d'lt Dlvixl~t D. F , i s ~ ~ l h ~ ~ v c * r ' s  (Supl'r~nr Allied Cnlnmanrt~r) cha~rgr nf 
rriii~d. In Septernl>c,l- 1914 he hacl olttl~ned his hcli~t i l l  a Iet~r~l. lo h~r; ~ w o  
~wirlcipnl ~~ahordirtatc cornin;indtrrs, M.lontjinincrv and C;en Orriar RmtElt.!; 
~h:lt  he ro~isidered Rcrlin tr, Ix. thr tnain pri7c zmd rhaz it ~-;14 his drsil-r tn 
minx! o n  1Sc.rlin hv tliu rnt>51 dircrt arid cxpctditious route. Montgotrrory 
%row hack and 11rgec1 Ithe S~tprrrn~ Co~nntitncEe~ lo clecitlr w11ar rvas 
nc-rcssan. rn go for Berlin, plan and o r p n i ~ e  Ehr npentinn and then 
1111ilertakc i r  to Rniqh the w;u- ;IS quickly as pnqsible. 

Eisen hcnuer's \trrireq I i;~cl  ah\-^\.; lavo~trccl a bronrl-front i~rl\*mcp hut 
thrte r\rs ;I lack of tlecision almrit 1~2iat w t ~ l d  h;~ppt~n oncex ~ h c  All~cd 
rotres hstl t'eloinrd and crci~ter? a 1111ified frolit again, roughly irl thy xrra 
of lilsscl. apart from a txqle noticln of c o n r i n i l i n ~  10 i~dr-anrr t.astw;llrls. 

-rhc Briti~Il had alr%wrs x j r i % * e c l  Bcrlir) ;w lht  centril! rd$ertivc and 11;d 
rnvisagrd that their Ibrccs, 21 st A-my Gro~rp, ~~roultl lw the oncri to makc 
ttlr rr~ain ~lii~rst to $he nortli a11c1 ('itrt. Eiscnlio\ver rtlictivrlr. tlernolished 
thiq con~i!iuinq 1 0  plan fnr a hroarI-rmnr c~lTrnsivc wirh the LlS 9th Xrniv 
~ ( ~ V P I I ~ T I ~  10  l~r~(11i~)"s cotnl~~a~id ill nl-rler 10 lwlp cnnduct mopping-i ~p 

'j Soviet arHllery opmt lng  In c k  
pmnlmky to G e m a n  positions, 
somewhere In the centre 
of Bedin, April 1945. The dud 

, and clouds of debrls In the 
backgrnund and the elevation 
of the gun suggest they are finnc 
al the upper storeys el a n e a q  
bullding, try(ng to wbnkle out 
German trnaps from their 
strongpolnt. (IWM. FLM3350) 



I Soviet soldier with a 
'anrerfaust. This weapon was 
I disposable, handheld anti-tank 
veapon that was Issued in huge 
lumbers to the German lnfantw 
tnd posed a very real threat to 
hlet  tanks, should they come 
nto range. (Fmm the fonds of 
he RGAKFD at KraSnOgoAkl 

operations in the Ruhr and then advance easttards to an 
Erfi~rt-Leipzig-Dl-den iinc, with Montgomery's 21sr Army Group 
protccting the northrrm flank and Gen jaroh Ilevers' 6th h r l y  Group 
protccting thr sntlthern flank. Eisenhower thus intended ro conrentrntc 
thc Western Allieq' advance in the centre with Bradley i l l  older 10 meel  he 
Soiict advance around Dresden and cut rermanv in two - x br as he was 
concerned, Berlin had become nothing hnt a geographical localion. AL t11e 
time Eisenhower made ha rlccis~on, Mnntyoniery's 2lst  Arrny Group u ~ s  
still 300 miles from Berlin and the Somet?. u.ho had reached the Rivrr 
Odel-, werc less than 5R miles from h e  city; Modcl's A m p  Group R in the 
Ruhr still had to he properly dealt with; and Hitler might retire 10 the 
'National Rcclcclo~ht' in the Rarnrirul and Amtrian mountains that might 
I-quire many months and the expendimre of large resource5 co rerh~ce. 
Given Eisenhoruer's insi~tence r h a ~  mitiwry operations shnuld he in ptirs~iit 
01' politid aims, given t%er.lin's enormous importance a? a political 
oljeccive ancl given thr Tact that Rerlin concainccl Ilitler, ~vhose caphlre ol- 
demise would destroy the Germatl will to 1-csist, it 1s rlificult tn trnrler3tand 
why Eisenhower sllddenly inade a compIetc tnlmahcn~t ancl pronout~ced 
Rerlin as having no significance. 

The pleasurc ~ 4 t h  which this change of mind was rcceivrd (in a 
cnmmunication sent to Stalin, r l ~ e  Cornhined Chicfs uf StdI and the 
Briti~h Chiefs of Staff on 2R March) in Moscow was cqual to the 
coi~srernakion in London. T h e  Rritirh Chiefs of Staff werc upset a? thpy 
tIio11g11t chat by comm~~nicaring directly with Skalin, hc hacl us~~rp-perl the 
at~thorily of President Franklin D. Knosevel t, Primc Ministcr Winston S. 
Chllrcllill, their Gov~rnments and their Chiefs of Staff. M?liIe Churchill 
had some sympatl~y For this view, he knew very well that Eisenhower's 
prestige in Washington at that tnornent !?as very high and that it was rital 
to try to elicit from thc Sovirts tlleir views as to l11e best points of contact 
hetween the two armies. Churchill criticized the change of plan bccausc 
it shifted t h e  axis of advance - tlw cnnt inuatiot~ of the drive on Berlin 
was nT paratnount importance as the rapid advances by the 12Testern 
Allies had surprised and annoyed the Sovirts. Churchill had already 
seen no[ only the unding or the current great conflict but the 
beginnings ;sf h e  next, mth the Soviets already going hack on promise? 
that lrad been agrccd atYalta. The Allied h n i e s  had to lncct tho So\i;icb 
a? far east as t h y  coulrl get, and i T  posr;il>le lakc Berlin, as it was very 
likrly tl-iat h e  Soviets would take Vienna. Eisen11o~t.r howcvcr. 
renlaiiled ~teaclfast, supported by 130th Bradley and the US Combined 
Chiers of Staff. 

Stalin's r~ply  to Eisenhower was broadly in line wi th the  Sr~preme Allied 
Cornrna~ider's plan in tl~at: 

* First, the Reil Arrny and Wcstern Allies should meel on the line 
nf Erf111-t-Leipzig-Drcsdc1l. 

* Second, Berlin had lost its strategic importance and only 
seconda~y forces would be allntted tn  it^ captllre. 
Third, the main lllrust by Soviet forces woulrl begin in thr 
secnnd lmlr of Way. 
Fourth, [he Germans werr reinforcing the  Eastern Front with thr 
6th SS Patizer Army, as well as three dlmsiolls from Itary and hvo 
from Norway. 



I t  i~ O~\<OLEP that the second and third points wercm in racr dclihrmre 
L~lailic;~tian~ hr: Stalin to t rv  to hide t ~ - l ~ a t  he  w m  rcablp planning - to 
e i z h a i ~ r ~  Soviet prrstige ant1 r*r;tahlidi tlrr Cnrnml~nist dominatinn of 
Eas1c.m and Central Europe hy the Soviet Union l,y rntcring Rerlm first. 
T t i i 4  WiiS in fart home orli hv what happt-necl in reality. There is also the 
strong likelillontl that Slalin'u insistrrlrr d ~ a t  Bel-lirt he taken q~iicklv, 
hrrnrc d ~ c  Xllirs.  as inflrtrriccd not n11lv bv pnli~ical issue? 'tml by 
~triltrgic one5 r 7 ~  well, Stalirl was cagrr ro get hi? 11;lnds on t l~c  Ibises 
M'ilhrlm Tnstiti~tc in the rinuthwcst suhr~rlx of Berlin hrfore the W v ~ r ~ r n  
-4llies, as thro~tgh iris spy nrrrcark h e  knrw that thr A~nericans wrrr rvell 
a t l ~ a ~ ~ c c d  \\it11 riicir Manhat 1311 Proj~ct .  the proqrarnme lo I v ~ i I r l  a n  
aloniic homh. F-lis own nt~rlc.ar programme, Oppl-ation Rororltno, was 
Iagging hehinrl and Sowel srientrsts wcrc keen i f1 ncces? ~ ~ l l i ~ t ~ v e r  
rest.iltc.h the Cktn~ans harl tlont.. In the event. NWD mop?  fn~und 
alrnnrt three tons of Franinm Oxide, a rnatcrial thc Soviets t~arl h e n  
short of and cnoufih to givr a substimtial I~oost to thrii programrrw tt, 

hrliltl an atomic drvice. T l ~ i ?  rlcsire to crcctipy Berlin first, clcspite i~lroady 
agr~ring to sharp in its occupation after tile city's surrcnder,~vo~~IcI 11xve 
d ~ r p  rclurcquenccs Cclr the o~.tlinav so vie^ soldier. 

Slalin, white ar the Soliel Main Plan~ling C o n f ~ r e ~ l c c  o n  I April with 
Marclials Z111tknv and ROII~PV, Gencral Anlonev (Swict General Stam 
anrl I irn Shtemcn ku (Main .Operations niroctorate) , i~sked Shlerncn ko 
to rrad out a trleqarn. I t  i~~dicaterl that the UPstcrn Allics were 
plantling an oprmlion tu srjrc Berlin and that. rrith hlontgornrn.'~ 21st 
h v  G ~ o t i p  alrrady approaching thc Elhr, the\- co~ild gut ro tltc city 
hcforc the Red Asmv (wl~ethcr this was T;111lty intcllifirnce o r j ~ ~ i i t  a ploy 
of Stalin 's is opchn to qliestior~) . Both front romrnantlt~rs readilv ilrclarcd 
that rhev shorlld he rhe onr 10 zakc Bcrlin. Zhukov 1;1\. in ~ I I P  Iwtter 
poitioil, irnrntd~;l~~ly east niR~r l in ,  \+it11 Lorlieu to h i s  s r > ~ i t h ,  who wc~dd 
only l ~ e  able to ilirectly assa~all ~ l l e  Gcrrnan capital after a consi(lc1-nhle 
amnilnt of sr.clrplovment. Stidin, aiwa~s willirlg tn rncnurage tthc r i ~ ~ l r y  

Soulet setr-pmpelpad amlleq 
and lnfsntry crosslng #I bridge 
on their way ta Berlin. Self- 
propelled artillery gave the 
Sawlets a weapon system thst 
could keep up wlth the tank 
armies once thsy had broken 
through the main Qerman 
defences. (From the fonds 
of the RGAKFD at Krasnagorsk\ 



between the two men, knew that tEle operational bountlary lxtween fit= 
nvo Fronts, as drawn by Stavka, ran fi.om just south or  Gl~hen on t h ~  
River. Ncisse via Michendorf lo Schiinebeck on thp River Elhe. Stalin 
silentlv erased it after- Lfihhen on lhe River Spree, implying that, aftrr 
this point, wllatevrs llappened was up to  the comrnanclrrs - whoever 
reached there f rst, would have the first crack at the capital. 'To the north 
or Zl~ukov, the 2nd B~~elonrssiat~ Ranl. under Mat~hal Kokos~nv~ky  wm 
still engaged in East Prl~ssia but wot~ld continue its advance westward to 
the north of Rerlin as soon as i t  was practicable. To the south or bn iev ,  
the 4th (tlnder ColGen I. E. Petrov, then Gen I ,  A. Yerrmcnko) anrl 2nd 
(lander Marshal Rodion Y. Malinovsky) Ukrainian Fronts would 
continue tn advance intn Czechoslovakia and tn the south of them, the 
3rd Ukrainiail Front under Marshal Fedor I. Tolhukhin would continue 
to rlrive west through Hungary and into Austria. 

Both men had just 48 hnurr ro come up with a draft plan. Aftcr ivceks 
of heavy fighting, they had laoperl to hr able to stop, rcst, re-cquip and 
reinhrce their comrnai~cls before the start or the next big nff~nsivc in 
May (something that Stalin had indicated to Eis~nllowv=r as weII) but it 
was obvious that Stal~n ~ntendrd them to move much sooner. T l ~ c  two 
commanders, who would be vying for first place in Berlin, approached 
the task in different unys. Zhnkov, whose Ist Byelan~ssian Front was only 
50 miles dircctly cast of Berlin, alrcady hnd a small bridgehead across 
the Rivcr Odcr at Kiistrin and t-rruld usc. over 140 searchlights to blind 
the defenders and allnost 10,000 artillery pieces in a short sharp 13armge 
of 50 rnimltes. Concealment was a rcal problem for Zhukov as the initial 
assault elernpnts of the front (which contained four field and two tank 
armies, with another two field armies suppol-tlng- the flanks) was packed 
intn the small hr~dgehead and spring had come latr this ycar w t l ~  many 
trees still leafless and the ground sodden. Konicv on the other hand 
prcparcd to attack under cover of clarkncss with a barrage that would 
last 145 minutes. Overall, the Sovicts deployed one gun for every 13 Fert 
of front Thc objectives for the bombardment ancl initial assault? were 
targeted with as much precision as possible, bul despite extensive aerial 
and ,pound reconnaissance, Zhukov Failed to identifv the main line of 
resistance on tht. Seclow Heights and had to battle for four days in order 
to brcak through. 

GERMAN PLANS 

In February 1945, Aclolf Hitler had decided to make Berlin a Festr~ng, hut 
hiled to outline which troops were ro be used for h e  derence of the city. 
The Commander, F+'ehrkreis IIP also became Commander, Rerlin DeCence 
Area - a logical step now that inuch of the disc]-ict had R e ~ n  overrun o r  
was now in effect en the front line. This meant that the officer with thy 
least enviable task was GenLt Helmuth Reymann, who replaced thp sick 
GenLt Bnmo Rilter von Hauenschild. Reyrnann faced the c~limination of 
r l~e organizational chaos that characterized Hitler's gnveniment and was 
the tliirrl officer LO I>e in charge oFtl~e Berlin Uefenre Area. I-Ie found h a t  
he had to deal with a whole gallery ofdifferenr orgaliizatinns, including 
the HitlerYoiith, SS, Reserve Amy, Army Grnup Vistula ailcl the local Nazi 
Party or~anization which cornrnanded the Volkssh~rm. This situation mar 
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,~gg~avarctl ITV the f;~ct that the  Wrhrkreil; 1Iciirlquar1c.l-s had rr~liisril. to 
rithe thrh rlrCrnce p i a n n i ~ ~ g  scrio~sqlv atwl r w ~ ~ r l  a pilpel- wctr W I I I I  I ~ C '  

I)rfetlct. .\rra Heatlclre;l~-ten. altl~cnagh 11 IWS wentt~irllv r\ac~ta~crl 13eCort. 
~Eic I~;lttlr. itild tool, r i r ~  part in it. 

Fini~llv. however. i t  plan or snrt.5, for-mt~laled 11y Mnj Sprolt', was 
iss~tetl r r r ~  ' I  Marc11 1!145 fbr 111e drf'r.~tcr OF RcrIin. T h i 5  H5-page 
rlotrtrnrnt ntrtlinecl t l ~ a r  ~vi!ll tltr main t l~reai  cr>rrling from Smiet 
arlnnrit; t Fir. r lekncr 1vo11Id ~ i a t l ~ ; ~ l l v  he  ~ o n ~ ~ v i r t ~ d  i>y I I I P  ierclin h o ~ h  
within arid ~ ~ ~ r r o l ~ n r l i n g  B~r l in .  Much nf rht. p -n r~ l~ i l  wc)ulrl h r  vi~irahle 
Tor mech;~r~izerl movetncnt, with a good tic~hr~ol-k oF rclacls ; I I I ~ E  larqe 
;Israq OF optw ~anrlv gro~ tnd  oltc.11 rcreellctl t x  ~c.r~<lcllat~rl. i411ilr r11el-e 
\m'i a Iarg'v n~ambet 01 ~tt-earn?. rivrrs, canals. ditches i~irrl it*i,q~t(-tl lirlds 
1 liat coultl providc I rrnpnral-y anti-ta~ih nl~staclos. r h e  only major 
ol>stacleg lo tank n?rnrc.ment wvrc the Havr.1 l a k e s  it1 zllr west. t l ~ r b  Spree 
Ki\-rr, \ t i l g~ r lwx  alitl the hthr~tr River t i ,  rlie ~orrihrnsr. Ttlc-rc. wxs, 
I ~ o ~ e r ~ r ,  :L Iwlt or 1vnorl~ ancl 1;1kc~ at an anaragc diqtar~c-r 01'25 ~rii lcq out 
li-on1 t l ~ c  city rt=nlrP tllar rot~lrl I ) ( .  arlaptc.rl illlo a rlt*lc.i~~irre ~rrrilnrter. 
The  sysrt.m tleviserl wouliI he it1 atldition t t r  t h r  plans prrpal-rd hv At-mv 
C;roup\ i'islul;~ ant! (:enwe tn d r f c ~ ~ d  t h ~  Ocler-Nv~sw. river Iitlr. and  
irlrnrpo~trc-d a n~llut>rr nT itlr;ts put forward h~ both Hiclrr a t ~ d  
C;dbhels. ,I% f(,llow: 

:I li)nmrrl d r l i t ~ c r  linr in ~ h r  easl ~li,tt 11secE i t i r  natlrr;~! ha1 I-kt-s 
heourrn t Ire ,kl ti- IIcIPI- ant1 n a h m e  rivcrs. TIlih rvt1111cl 11:1var.c. 
i ~ ; ~ ~ ~ i i ~ ~ t l  ~ t r e n g t l ~  1 x 1 ~  only il r1.w non~ilixl field f(~rri l ic~dons were 
h ~ t i l ~  along it.* Ivrlgrh. 
;Itl ol~~l; tcle 1 ~ 1 1  t l l ;~ t  corr\istc*cl of ro;atlldocks 0 1 1  the ~n~i i t r r  r c w t  
j~~nc.riirr~s nortll ;~l td solrth ol' h e  city. 'ach nrlp wor~lci he cc)\-c.red 
hy a ricicnsivr pclsillotl h111 rllrc tn rhr tlature nl illr terrain, many 
nC t11c.u~  vet-r ~ I Y ) I I L '  LO h ~ i t ~ g  h ? p ~ ' i ~ ~ I  OT rlralt wit11 at IrIs~it-c.. - An O I I Z C ' ~  D ~ r c ~ l t t .  Ring rh;lt 1%-ou[rl 1-orlghlv Follc~w the lilw nI' the 
ritv I l rn~ndan wit11 ;~llterliatc fa1IhacL ~lo'iitiolw. This ~ 0 1 1 1 ~  t i 0  
milrq i l l  Tenglh :~nrl  th~re l i>rr  co~lIrl I I ~ I I  Iw t ~ t < ~ ~ ~ t l r c !  en'ectivt~l~ 
~ivtarl thr  rnan1)o~~c'i- cor~str;rints. hnt cotl~istect o[ fire t re l i r l l r~  
wilt1 c.o\crerl pc~riiions a!r>ng its lei-tgth :lnd evr1-v ro:wl 1ll;tt 

closer to the American barwka 
than the PanrerFaust as II ccruld 

be reloaded after each shot. 
Such weapons gave the German 
Infantry a way of taking an the 
enormous numbem of tanks the 
Soviets deployed. (Nik Comtsh 



4 German soldier in a defensive 
n~sitlon wlth two Mauser Aar98k 
 flea nesrby. The Germans were 
?mmely  adept at defenswe 
xarfare, especially when It used 
!ortlficatian$, trenches, bunkers 
md other enhanced positions 
n h m  they could take aduantage 
>f terrain to channel attacking 

hces into pm-arranged kllllng 
rones. (Nik Cornish Libraw) 

cntered the city was strongly I~arricaded and covered b y  a 
defensive position. 
An Inner Defence Ring based on the SRahn (the ~~nde rg ro l~nd  
railway network) circuit. This was some 30 miles in length and 
based (In much more substantial ohmcles that includerl railway 
cuttings, elevations on vaqt pylons or deep-~ided embankment? 
that provided readv-made ramparts and anti-lank ditches and had 
defensive positions and roadblocks all the way around. 
An innermost defensive position, natned 'Xitadelle' (Citadel), 
centrcd on the island forn~ed hy the Spree River and Landwehr 
Canal. with outlying bastions (called 'Ost' and 'West') around 
AlexanderpEatz and the Knie (Ernst-Reuter-Platz) , that covercd 
the more important governmental buildings such as the 
Reichstag and Reich~ Chancellery, 

The arca betwcen the Outer Deience Ring and the Zitad~lle w o ~ ~ l d  be 
split up into eight defence sectors, labelled 'A' to 'H', where it ryac 
intended that the defending Force? would conduct a defence in depth. 
Each scctor wo~tld have an oificer in charge with the autho~ity of a 
divisiona1 corninallder. 

Reyrnann and his CIlicf of S M  Ohrt Hans Rrfior immediately set to 
work to organizc thc dcfcnces and assigned Obst Loheck the task. I3c 
hacI only one engineer l~attalion ai l-tis disposal but, aftpr a consrlltation 
with GhlrrhcIs, two of the city's Vnlkssturm battalions were assigned to the 
task, as were personnel from the Organization Tndt (civil engineering 
s e n ~ c c )  and Reichsarbeitsdirnst (1,abonr Srnice)  who were the only 
ones wit11 proper tools and equipment. The city'? officials managed to 
mustcr around 70,000 people per day on this task and, despite thr overall 
lack of resources, managed a credible eflort, with the h ~ s t  defences in the 
centre. Reymann, however, lacked the miIitary infrastn~ch~re ta properly 
develop thc plan in depth, as we11 as the number of mops  of thc correct 
calibre to put thc plan into operation as intended. The Nazi hierarchy 
had a completely different phdosophy: rf the Soviet3 managed to get to 
Berlin, they would be forced into a stalemxte hy a battle oF attrition, just 
as the 6th Army had faced at Stalingrad. If they prevailed, then t l ~ c  
German pcople would have shown themselves to be unworthy d their 
leadership and de,%erverl extinction. 
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, t 05.00 on lri April 1945. Opt-tali011 B d i n  stilrtrtl with an 
rnormnus a r  t i l l e r  v bar ragp rjil ihe  fbrwarrl I:crnmni~ lincs 
dcfcnding tht. Srrlnw Heigl~ts Alirr- al>o~u 20 minirtc-s. 143 search- 

I~qllr \ ~ W M  ~ I I T T ~ C ~  (111 tn lighr the r\xv rnr rllr aswr~lr fom;trirr~ls. \\-hile t /~e 
I ~ ; l i i ; ~ y   moved rJn drr.pc.r into rhe Ckrrn;tn positions. ln tllanv ii~s!anct-s. 
~htn.;c ;~drlrd to ~ I I V  conl~rsinn a~ rllev t1trc.r~ t ~ p  ~ r r a n ~ e  :e~rlicr\ nl- failed ro 
~ ~ c i + w  LIW gloom a h r ~ t l .  GI-adually, tlic* ri~nks ant1 sdbprnpplled gins 

I,cpn tm floundcr over 1 Zir marshy tchrsnit~,  lnsing laucll tvi th rlze infail? 
nntl itpsrtting tlic cotrrrlitiatinn of thc i1tInc.k. ha Chuikov's fr~rcrs clofed in 
nn ttic Hal~pt Can;ll. the nnlv bridgc*s leli standir~g wr'rr  cnvered hv 
( kc-r~nnn lire and r l ~ r   tack came to .I cr~mplrte stop as thr Noviers tried to 

hiing I)rirlging cql~ipnienr up. musing ;1 ~nacsive m f i r  ,jam. %hukor'.; 
rr>rrrs niati;l~c-d r o  rlrar thr limt line cli(ihrnian drfencc-s. la~t  ann~lier line 
\GI$ rln rop oi ihr %rlow I-leighrs rht-n~srlvrs, wliicll mmrr es~rernelv 
(li117r11ll hr armour lo irwerse. As iht* tanks fanned o111, st:t4iing ways np 
t l~c slope. thev tan into thc ro~tifirrl str7)ngpoints ol Frir(lcrsdnrf ant1 
Dntg<~lin. %h~iko~*  thrtl dccirled to cotritt~it llir two rank ; ~ r n ~ i r . ~  in Pnrce to 
tn- ;lnd srnWl~ h i s  tctv ovrr thr lieiqhw. TElc tsr Gualrk Tank :b-n~r ~votdri 
crrppwt rhe 8th C;~~;trrl.; : h v ,  ivllilt. tllr. 2nd Crluircls Tt,t~rL ;Irn~v w o ~ ~ l r l  
s11ppnr1 ihe 5111 Shock ~21-m~. The rornrriiinlmt of ~hr\c 11nirs made tltc 

tr:illir pmhlem~ evrn wnrw and liainpvrr~rl r~cteplo)rlnent ( 1 1 '  thr artillerv 

Savlet infantry rush paat the 

body at a dead Geman soldlw 
who rres artmed wifh an MP40 
sub-machtne gun. Thst asart of 
weapon, along with thm Soviet 
PPSh41, was ideal for the kind 
of urban fighting that erupted all 
aver Berlin as the Sovletg closed 
In. [IWM, FLM3348) 



iaviet infantry movlng laward 
autlously in what looks like 
lifncufl terrain, quite possibly 
n the area of Seelaw and 
dhcheberg on the west bank 
11 the Oder. The depth and 
treparedness of the German 
lefences there would cause 
lraw pmblerns to Ihukov. 
Central Museum of the Armed 
arces, MOSCOW] 

which waq neecletl to support the infanwy in tlwir assatilts. The attack 
rontinued day and night with the 1st Bvelornsqian Front gradually inclii t ~ g  
thcir way forward Ixit  failing to achicvc a hrexkthrn~~gli. At this point 
Ztlukov was well amare of Stalin's displuasurc, the dictator having rounded 
furit~usly on the Front commander for committing his tank armips so earlv 
a<gainst Stavka's instruc~ions, and tlmt he um toying xtitt~ the irlea or 
allowillg Ibniev to let loose I~is tank armies nil Berlin from t h r  ~ u t h  
ancl speeding up Rokossovsky's attack in orrler to a ~ ~ a u l  t Rerlin from 
the nortliwest. 

Zhuknv regroup~d Itis artillery and annour and cotltin~~ed t h e  assault 
the next day The 11 th Guards Tank Corps and 8th Guards Mechanized 
Corps rcached t h r  railway line and took both Friedersdorf and Dnlgelin 
bnt were stopped by rounreralncks f i o ~ n  the 'K~~markFranzcrgrcnddicr 
Division. Thc 3rd Shock Army continued its drive for Kuncr~dorf while 
other Soviet forces advanced north of Seelow and finally assaulted the 
town itself, a linchpin in the German defencrs. Howcvcr, the So-r?cts 
could still not break through as their forward progi-css was sIowed by 
numerous defensive pnsittot~s, swongpoints and count~rattackq. The 
German defences were beginning tu crack under this intolerable 
pressure, though, and the 8th Guards Army managcd to iake Seelow hy 
the end of thc day. The ncxt day llle assault was renwcd oncc again and 
by now thc shccr weight of men, materia1 and fircpo~vor rvas proving to 
be too much Sor the Csrrnan deferlces, despi~e the slaggering lasws thuy 
had so far inflicted. Tile 9th A m y  was holding hut its left nank was 
beginning to collap~e and its right was now hreatened by Konicv's hrcak- 
through to the south. The LVI Panzer Corps held on fbr a n d ~ e r  day but 
desperately nc~ded  reinrorcements, although it had been prom~sed the 
11th SS 'Nordlunrl' Panzergrenadier and 18th Parlzer D~visions. neither 
of which arrivcd in time. Zh~ikov was determined to continue to piIc on 
the pressure. The 47th A r m y  attacked in the directiorl of Wrie~en.  t11e 
3rd Shock Army attacked towards Kunersdorf and 5 ~ h  Shock Annp 
advanced towards Rcirhenberg and Mirnchehol', but all ran into the 
third Iine of German defenceq and came to a halt, as had 111e 69111 A r m y .  
The only fbrce to make any rral progress was Chuikov's 8th Guards Army 
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A ph~tograph show3ng Gemsn 
troops In a line-up. The sodden 

I nature of the ground is clearly 
visible. Spring was late to starl 
In 1945 and the weather clearly 
contributd to the diff[culties 
laced by the Is1  Byelorussian 
Fmnt as It attacked the Seelow 
Helghts. (Nlk Cornish Librarfl 

that ~ . n s  heading towards Miincheberg. During the n igh ,  howcver, 
K~~tznctsov's 3rd Shock Army managed to take the village of Hatzlow with 
a si~sprisc attack and thk gap W Z ~  exploited by Rer7arin1s 5th Shock Army. 
Wilh the Soviet offensive now cutting deeplv into thr thircl line or 
defences, rhc 8th Guards Army attacked the town or  Mi~ncheberg on the 
19111, taking the town hv the late evening, which with the fall 0rI.2~rie7en, 
Ineant that Zhukov had finally cracked all three German defence lines 
across a 45-mile front  and could now make for Rerlin. 

Eionicy's assault had started wid1 his ar-tillet-y opening up at 06.15 on 
16 April, Iaying smoke for Tome 250 ~ n i l ~ s .  Mer  40 minu~es   lie assault 
battalions were sent in ro cross the Neisse River at over 150 sires. Rriclges 
were q~uck?y laid and arrnour starter1 to move across the river tn support 
h e  infantry. As the day progressed, Koniev's rorces managed to penetrate 
i l ~ e  German dcfences hy up to nine miles across a 17-mile Front. Kollieo 
conrinued his attacks through the nigl~t a11d into the next dav, drawing 
OIIL the G m a n  tactical and operational reserves. H i s  main a5qault went 
in  at 09.00 aftcr a short artillery homhardment and tlie 3rd and 4th 
Guards Tank h i e s  tore right throlrgh the German 4th Panzel- himy and 
moved into open country. The 3rd and 5th G~uards Armies on die flank 
hcld ofFfi ir inus German countelattacks while the 13th A m y  fblloured the 
tanks After a mlk with Stalin, Koniev turned them on Rerlin. 

With Zhukov's breakthrough, the 9th .Army waf rplit into three 
sections. The CL Corps with their southern flank now exposed retired 
totvards the Finow Canal. allnwlng the 61st and 1st Polish Armies to 
advance tvestwards. The LW Panzer Corps was obliged to retire directly 
west towards Bcrlin and the only bridges that woril-d enable it to rejoin 
the main body to the south, while Bussr"s immediate colnmancl was 
redticed LO the Frankfurt-an-de~--Oder Garrison, XI SS Pan7ei and V SS 
Mountain Gnrps, all or whom were trying to 11oId t he i r  original 
positions. The V Corps, consisting of the 2 1 ~ t  Panzer; 5,ith SS Police 
Grenadier, 36tl1 SS Grenadier, 275th Infant~y and 342nd Infantn~ 
Divisions was assigned to him from the 4th Pan7er Army. 

The cost to the 1st Byelnwscian Front of breaking t h r o u ~ h  the 
German defcrlces at Seelow were heavy, with the soldirlr being exhausted 
after a four-day battle and the rormation having reporter1 over 33,000 



krllerl (the tnir cnrr heing much greater) ancl ~Ilc 10% 01 a. quarter 01  itc 
armnrtr. Z h u h  dr~cmincrl t11;tt the 1st G~rards Tank ~ h v  ancl 8th 
Guarrls Army ~r~nlrlrl continirr as a comhinrcl fbrce along Rcichrrnrsc 1 
ilftrr which i t  WOIIICI swing sn~itl> O ~ U T  tllr Spree Dahrne Itivum, 
amrkinq thc cim Tt-om the sautl~. The 2nd E;tinrrls Talk 11rnlywa~ F P I ~ I  ~ t p .  
with tlw ! ~ I I  Grlarrl~ ?-;111l, c01-p~ ~~ippvrting ,rl~r 47th Annv. while tht. 1st 

hlech,li1i7rd and I 21 11 Guard.: T;mk Gjrps wnilld proiidc' ~pearllrarl.; lor 
cl-tc 3rd ;i11<1 5111 Sltock h ~ i c s  ;IS ~f ley  appro;zclied tllr norrlm+n sr~hur+hs. 
It wntiltl then rcfnnn, with thc Ia t~er  hvcl mtps tidung rwer r~*sponsil~ilitv 
For a nonl~ern arr oF the rikv ; l l o t ~ ~ i d e  the t7vir shock armies. who rvm~ld 
COITT t11r ~ ~ o r t I i ~ n ~ ~ r r ~ >  and carlnil st~butl>% wspc-rti\~rlv. T h t  GPtli. :E:lrd 
and 3rrl Amlies ~ v n t ~ l r l  conruritnrr or1 thr 91El h n y  ant! cle~tru) it. 

20 APRIL 1945 
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Hit l~r  hr1;tt~dlv nt;~rlr: A r m y  Group Vishda rr..;ponsible krr the defec-nrr or 
the c;~piral hv placing the Berlin Darence ,.2rt9;l in its xc;i of responsihilirv. 
H~irlriri inlrnediirr-lv ;~wignetl tllA to the <)ti1 :21m)* but Rtir i~e  argt~cd 111at 
mo\l r ) l  his ro17l;lillirw \rw ill 110 lit state to ~m get to nrr.lin. thost- lhat 
lwrr 1r.i'~ being in t l m ~ e r  of' cncirclemerll. and so Hcirlrici rescindrd ilie 
order. U ' i r l ~  rlle !)th Al-mv spli~ into rtiree components, thr nnlv formn~inn 
that r v ; ~  in a posiiion tn help NW Widling's I.\'I Panzrr Ch-ps .  tvhicl~ ~ 1 s  

stre!cI~c*rl to h e  Illnit. The ' F~ i~d l - i c l~  I.~i~lir+ig~Jalin' RAD Inlirnvl Ditisinn 
~ a c  assr~nud tn i l l ( .  garrison but i t  took all d; l r , r , j~~q t  to fit14 the divisir)nal 
headcluarlvrs in a v~llage norlli 05 Trehhir~, a i d  the division was I;urr 
strrpnsprl 117 kvir~ t;~nks and wattered. Hcinriri tlleri drcided to ttlr)Ife 

Steinrr'5 III SS 'C;cnn;mir' Panlcr Corps tn rover his wtlthenl flirilk to 
colrnrc.1- 1f1c thrra1 hum the Sn~ict  hr~alitlrro~r~h. He ~ttnulrl take otcr rhe 
remaills of the CI C : o r p s  and ~ l l c  25th l'a~l/r.rh~rnadier l)ivi%inn, as ~vrll as 
k i n g  rrinlorcecl with the '3rd Naml Diviqion and thp 4rll SS Police 
Greti:~tlict Dnision that 1 ~ x 5  stlppo~ecllr forming in the ;irca, 

Thr Soiicts \r-prt.q~ticMv arli;ttlting on 111r ci~pital. with Knniev mwtit~g 
venj l i t  tlr rcsistanr~. Tllc 3rd (:~tards Tank Ammy covt~rc~~l Fonw 37 tnile.: 
and took Rctruth, altncwt rttachiiig Zosscn h~tix-c the lending hrlpdc 01 1 IN= 
6th Gt~artl.; Tank C:orps ran nlrt of f11t.l and 1 ~ 1 s  dcstroyerl Iw Pan7erfi11sts. 
T l~h i~  rlr+c~~rred clnsr to h e  '\l;~vl)ach' h ~ ~ n k r r  coi~lplrx whrrc Okll' and 
OKI i were r\xieilg 10 cmcuate. I'l ic 4th GI lards Tank , h y  covel-ecl same 
28 miles driring ria? l ight but rnr-olrt~te~erl 1~sir;tanre at-(o~ulcl Jil terllog and 
Luckrnwnldc. T l ~ e  1st  Bvclon~s~i:lrr Front continuer1 to movr romxrrl with 
the lrt arltl 2nd Gtlartls Tank 121mics learl i~~g the 1 4 - a ~  but k i n g  sloiwrl h\. 
the rontir~ued eff'erri~cncsr; nf 111t- liandhelcl mti-tank rvc3?r.;Ipons lihr.r;~ll~ 
supplird to the Grnnilrl infnntrv as well as ilir presence ofthe 1,VI P;~nzrr- 
Corps. 7171c 2nd B;vrlnrtissran Frotzt startrrl lheir assaull iicross ilie wrst 
brandl rhc Octrr that morning hut poor wcathcr favo~t~orl the drfrncc 
and t l ~ c  onlv unit that gained a I>ridgelehead tms the 65th .2rnlv. 

Hcinriri speru mnst oi thc dav m$ng ra restore order in the 
di~orknni7rd I~ody (~i' tvoopr; relreating from the Sovier hrc;~kthrm~gh. Bv 
the cvcnitlg he tvarl managecl to br'rn somrtfring of a d~fr.ncc line i~ la i~g  
the litlc of [he  autmhahn after an appeal to C)W for troop.; tn hold ttir 
Havrt River betrvccn Clrailienh~irg and Spat~dau, he I~%IS Almred Ihe 
'Mfillrr.' Rrjgade. hrck in Berlin, rlre Fiihrcr r~lebrated his 56th hirthrlily, 



with a ~dthcring of his rntourage including von Kihbentrop, Hirnrnler. 
Gnng, DGnitz, Speer, CAl>h~ls, Axmann, Keitel, Jodl a~id Rnnnann. The 
US Army Air Force added it5 sahitr with a raid by 299 B1% I~otnhela whilr 
the RAF had m ~ d c  their last attark on the cit). the pl-ejious night. 
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Sov~et bombers over Berlin. 
Thsse aircraft are either 
Petlyakou Pe-2s ar Tupolev 
h-2s. both of whlch were light 

attack aircraft that could carry 
3,ooOkg of bombs. The Soviets 
rarely undertook strategic 
hrnbing, concentrating the 

. efforts of the air force on tacticat 

and operational objectives In 
support of the ground forces. 
FapfotoTTopharn) 

The 'LL April saw thc 2nd Guards Tank Anny rrossing t lw autoha1111 ring tn 
the noi-theasl of the city ancl advancing trwards rl~r ciq on a hrrlarl front, 
wit11 rhe 1st Mechanized Corps enclinfi up in Wcis~cnsec ancl tl~c 12th 
G~larrls Tank Corps near Ilohens~h<inhauscn, hut w r c  mixed up with 
troops rrom the 3rd and 5111 ShockArmic.5 to cither sidc of thorn. Toiwcls 
the end of the day, they stvl~r~g in a widc flanking lnovclncnt in a north- 
we~terly direction to reach their allotted sccturs for the envelopment of the 
city. The 8th Guards and 1st Guarrls Tank Armics wcrc also arlxmcing 
towards the city from thc RiidcndorF-Erkner area iulrl nnw rercivccl orrlcrs 
to swing away to h e  southw~st in orcler to appi oacl~  the city rrnm tlw st)uth 
and ~outheast, ancl ilie 1 It11 Tank Corps r m  tm~lsferred to support thc 5th 
Shock Army in ils I'orthcoming operations. Tt~csc orclers wodcl take 6rne 
to implement, however, as many troops %?ere caught u p  in hgl~ting, while 
the nature nT terrain limited movement. The 3rd Gu~rcls  Tank Annv 
rcacheil Ki i i i iq~ Wtatel-hausen, (hereby completing h e  e~lcir.clernent oi' 
the 9th Amy. Koniev directed the 28th h r j y  to seat off' the pocket instead 
of the I Jth Arm): whife Zhukov moved the 69th hnny from the Oder along 
with the 3rd hrmv to apply pressure on h e  9th Ann: from the norch. 







SEELOW HEIGHTS (pages d243) 
The s p d  of the Soviet otfensiva acmga the River Vtstwla in 
January 1945 had Een ftem wtth a number of brldgeheads 
across the Wer Wier  by the end of the campaign In early 
March 1945. The Germans, warn that they needd a m u r e  
rrver llne ta Mand any chance of holding the Saviat 

juggernaut when It started to move again, launched 
number of determined counterattacks to ellmlnate these 
brldgeheads, whereas the Sovlets fully appreciated thelr 
vahe In the up-and-camlng attack an the capitel a1 the 
Tklrd Relch. The Gennan attacks ultlrnatefy p m v d  lutih 
and w they turned thelr attention to preparing a defence 
In depth to meet the coming stom. The Sowbets gradually 

expanded thefr bridgshesds until they walesced Imto one, 
cutting off Kilstrin. With the conclusion of operations In East 
Pomeranla, the bulk of Tst Byelarussian Fmnt returned to 

tha Odar, whlle 2nd Byeloruasian Front was still Involved 
in reducing German resistance In East Prussia. On 1 Aprll 

1945, Stalin g a w  orders to commence Operation Berlln on 
16 AprFI. wWh the objwcttve o( reaching the Elbe by the May 
nay holiday, giving the commandem anly same two weeks 
t o  prepare for an oftenslve that would usually requlrs 
two to three months. The Soviets faced a dimcult task In 

relnTorclng, rwstocking and resupplying their forces and 
could just abut  gather some two-and-a-half rnllllon men to 
lace one mllllen defenders. mi* was hardly the necessary 
ratio a( forces normally requlrwd for such an operation but, 

by this tlme. both the Qermens and Sovlets were comlng 

to the end of their manpower reserves. The mafn operation 
would be conducted by the I s i  Byelonrssian and 

1st Ukralnlan Fronts, supported by the 2nd Byelorusflan 

Fmnt to the north after it had Cinlshed its operations tn EBsl 
Prussla. Th- were faced by the 3rd Pamar Army and 
9th Army from Army Group 'WeIchsel' (Vlstula) in the naflh 
and 4th Panzer Rrmy from A m y  Gmup 'Mltte* (Centre) in 
the soufh, while a new 12th Army was forming t o  cover 
the exposed front along the Elbe. The atteick started es 
planned In the early hours of I B Aprll (1) and, whlle Konlev's 
1st Clkralnlan Fmnt managed to achleved the deslrad break. 

through fairty quickly, Zhukov's 1st Byeromsslan Front (."t 

laced a muck mere difficuft task In attempting to plercetkc 

German defences along the Seeluw tieighb (31, The atlack 
started with a staggering altlllery barrage (4) after whlch 

searchtlghts were turned onto to bllnd the German 
defenders. These only caused conlusion and the barrage 
was only partially effective as the Germans had wtthdrawn 
their tmopa from the 1st llne of defences (5). The tlrst wavea 
af Sauiat tanks and intardy 46) had difficulty moving over the 
river valley (7) as the area had been deliberately flooded by 

the Germans turning the marshy ground into a water-logged 
morass (8), white the waterways, mi- mads and rnilwny 
lines either tended to form obstacles to be crossed or 
channelled the movement of the attacking forces slang 
them. In the area between Latschln and Seelow, the loward 
elements of the 5th Shock Army and Sth Guards Army came 

up agalnst the prepared defences of the 9tk Fallachlnnj3ger 
(9) and 20th Panzer Grenadier Dlu+sions, which lnfllcled 
sewre casuames, bringing the attack to a standstilt and 

lorclng Zhukov to commit hfs: armoured reserves In order 
to try end force the pace. {Peter Dennis) 



Tljc 111 Pan7rr Corps l~acl 11rt.n forced to wlirr. ~ I I I P  to Soviet 
pr~~511t  c ;11111 cv~nr l~al ly  rncrilccl Im-k in the line ol' Kiiprnick-Marxahri. 
'Seyrllit/ 'Troop>' had been ;~ttivc- in ~ p ~ e a c l i n g  rlrrncrltn an r l  +ing [>lit 

f a l v  nrtlrrv li)r Forma~ionq t o  ~ I ~ : I F F P ~ ~ I ~ ~ P  a1 o ~ l ~ c r  1rrc;uinn~ nursidc ~tir 
citv a~i t l  40111t- i l l  the Filh w r h ~ ~ n k e r  thni~gtit that I t ~ i q  i q  w h t ~ e  LW Panyer 
Corps h;~tl intlrrd mover1 In. Tlii'; c a l ~ s ~ r l  both Russc ; l r ~ t I  I litfpr to 01-rler. 
TZ'eidFii~g's :~n.cst and enCctltlon. althouglli firr ctilTc.rent rrasons. 
I IPi r l l i~~y.  ~ncanwhile, rws l~aviiyq his owri prohlr-ms \\-it I1 SS 
Bripctc-lilhrcr Joachirn Xirg1r.r jvlicr ~ r m  t~nhappt  ;rl)ni~l srning ~rnrler- a 

T+'chl-m;~rli~ cr)tnmander anrl  w.4rltrrl to pnEl hi5 13111 SS 'h'nrdlunrl' 
Pan7t-r~rt-11;1diur Di\%sinn hack iutcl the city. Sn~~ic-t \ i r ~ u  ancl hraw 
artillery ~t:wterl to shell t l ~ c  city crnrrc. c a ~ ~ s i n g  rnnqitlpr;il~lc :llarm, anrl 
tlic tlitk rtlwrrs engagcd Snvirt h : i~~r r i r s  in the ~11h11rl1 trl' Xk~rlahn. FM 
Schfimer+;lrii~.rtl in Berlin to r*tlporl on the proqrws ol'liis countr.ramck, 
wl~ich ICIS ~'iIl~\illt: a great d ~ a l  oft rouble tr, Koni~v 'c  I st YLnrrnian FrnnI. 
as did Grn \l'~nck I V ~ O  harl rornc- I (  r rcpclrt that Ihr X S S I S  P a n ~ c r  Corps 

lnring ir, relieve tthr 1 1111 AI-ITIT q p r d  in lhi. I iarf \fountains. 
Hitler I lirti orrlcrcd Stpinel- In ronchict a cnuntcrar lark rn rclicvc Berlin 
a11rI rvrqr pn5siblc resource Ex rr~i~clc avzilald~ to tlim. TElu Germails 
rniinagrrl to raise ~ l i c  eqnitxleti I 1 rf nn~-~~ncl-a-halF in1;lnt rv rlitisiuns Srrln~ 
rrar  3rrx I ~ T I O ~ S  and Luinv;~iTr ground pcrsnnnrl 1)11t of cnursr tllrv 
Iackcrl rlir- tnirling and hcarv wrilpntl< Fur mrcli a raak. Mncr nf Sreiner"3 
command W;~E a l r e ~ d r  cngagerl ;tlrji~g the Finnw Grlial ;lilt1 so he 5 ~ 1 %  

forcrtl lo t\';liI lnr' the 31d 5;11;11 ll~\ision corning frnln llie coast. 

22 APRIL 1945 
- - -  - 

The 22 hpiil saw I k h s  cnritartirrg Heinrici wilh pt-n~iiwinn For tlic 
Fnr1kfi1rr-an-rl~'t-Oi1er Gamson to ;~f , i tn~lor~  ~ h c  citv ;ti~rl la11 hack ru tllr 
9th .-hm: 1r-1t~1.e Rwse I~ad rr!ahli.;l~rd an all-rc~li~rf i l r lrnsiv~ po~itinri. 
helix-'1 hw !hr ten;l!tl in thc ;trca. 1 liller nrdered tht. 9tli : l r t t ~ v ~ n  cmpemrc. 
wi~li ~hr. I2rh Ar-tnv in ma kin^ drcp n>nnterattacks into t l ~ c .  e n~ rnv ' s  flatlk, 
hut l31nrr. rnw alreadv pepat-ing his l ime  for a hrr-;~kot~r, as s11~:qestetl lw 
Hri~trici. Srrinrr- still had 11;trI 114 r aclrlitional rc-p11,ir r~)r-rrl;~~ion~ rvi th wh icll 
lo conrliirl his relief cffi~rt anrl WF siill Ilavin~ tn rli*li.nrl the town or 
O r ; ~ n i ~ n l ) ~ u - ~  i~ntl the Ruppin~r (bn;~l. Zlillkov's nor1 11~1-11 F T I . P P I ~ ~ I I ~  fi~rcr. 
led h v  thr !It11 <htardsTank Cmr-pr imtl 12.ith Rifle C n r p ~ ,  slier a hacl sr;tn. 
mo! crl 111ro11gl1 Zepernick. !%hiin?intIe, ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ c I R ~ H ' F ~  ;;nd CrF~Anfliew ti> 

reach tllc hridge aat Hen~~ipcl f~ l . ! .  l h e  Is1 Polish .4nn~ I~tcl clrared 111e area 
hetwrrri Riest-llthal and Rcrn;ni anrl movetl up I(> 111t~ c.;~nal in frnnt of 
Ornnicn1,ti~. attacking tltr trnvrl 111;11 night. wl~ilc. lhr* tilst Armv hat1 
clritretl clic ilrra sonth 01' thc linr. nl canals. Meanwhile 1 l1r 8th Glrarrls 
/Inn!. i~tld 1st (:uarcls %nk Armv ei~tered the sltl>rlrh~ 01' Dallll*i~/.. 
SchArlt.irt~r, Firtirenali ancl Ib~linsrlorr, while M;lrsli;il Koniev's ~OC)I.CPF 

rnade r.lpicl pt-c).y-ess cl~rr to ttip npen nature OF tltr ternin and thr 
~rncoosrlic~at~rl and scattrrrcl rc>cia;rncr. The -#th C;rlartl~. Tank ilmr 
rnovetl I I I ~ .  5th C;nal.clq IICCII;LTI~T~~CI C:orp~ to fo t~t i  ;I p r ~ r ~ c t i \ - ~ .  SCI-CPII 

along ihc lis~t. o~BPPI~[P ,  Trt*1ttvll>1i<~t7en R I I ~  kroj)~t;jcIr, 11) he rrinfnrc~rl 
by Ilir 1:l1h Ann];. The 6th Giiartl5 M~rhani7ecl Fn~y.; tc.;~chcd belit;r: and 
flip IOth  I ;~~arr l s  Tank (;nr13\ advanced l h r o u ~ l i  Sx:~rnmllnd anrl 
Schenkrt~horst to seal oET ~ h c  ,~ppmaches to Potsc law at (:i~puth anrl 
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I Waterways w 
developlnenl 01 
fo l~n ing  on obst 

Germans had deliberately 
turning the rnnrrlly lcw1an 

'! Miirshol G C O ~ ~ I  L I ~ u L o Y . ~  1 s t  Byelorussian 
f'rs 

Front had some 768.000 troops and 3.000 

prepanny, loqiatically for tho ntt:lck The 
Kustrin bridgeliead was packed with mcn, :' The 60th Army 
equipment and suppllcr;, whlcll were brought through north of L 
1 1  by rail. 

-I Facing th l r  )vggernaul was General 
Panrcr Grcl~adler Division. (1 

and 5 1 2  tanks awl  soll-propelled guns, latcr rcsewes but this only tended to 
to be reinforced by three S S  Panzer Grenadier worse as tho already cloqgerl up 
Divis1011s. brotrghl to  a standstill. ( 1 1 . 0 0 .  1 6  

5 On 1 1  and 15Apr i l  1945. Zhukov uses I The 41h Gualds Rlflc Corps i n  
rcconnoissancr groups o i  up to regimental manacled to gain a foothold on tljc 
Slrenoth along the whalc of thc line. behind Wcrbrg and occupy !he raql 

6 The S a v ~ e t  artillery fanally oponcd up in tile Of lG 

carly hours of 16 l p r i l  and !he searchl~gl~ts 1:' 28th Gjard Corps Ihunclwd its 
Ilrorn Moscow s antl.alrcratl detentes) turned Lowards thc village of Dolgelin but 
o n  sllnrtly alter. The effect was complctc stopped in  i t s  tracks by nn antltan 
confusron. {03.00, 16 April 1945)  and sin Tigor tanks. ( I 7  April) 

SOVIET FORCES 
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Babelshurg. Thc 3rd Gl~arrIq Tank h n y ,  d c r  forcing the Noue Canal near 
Zossen, continued to advance on Berlin on a hrond front with Icarling 
elcmc-nts of two corps having rrached thc Tcltow Canal by dusk. 

At the daily cnnlerrnce in the Fiihrerbunk~r, I-Tirlel- rralized, despite 
the General Staff trying to drag t11e briefing out as long as pos~iblc, that 
S~eiiler- hacl no1 even iqsuerl orilers lo hegin the attack. H e  flew into a 
terril~le rage, wllicl~ l~arcly al~aterl sn that he could declare his itiwntion 
to remain in Berlin {inti1 the hitter end. He then wcnt back to hi? ptivate 
quarters 7r.llere he tclcphoned Gdbhels 10 ~ncite him and hi? family into 
t h e  h~i~iker, an ot-fer that was readily accepled. A largr number of staff 
chose the opportunity to I P ~ V P  Tor Berchtesgaden. and a number of 
~netal  hoxcs wcrc despatchrcl with them contnining Hitler's privat~ 
papers. He h e n  summoned Jorll and Keitcl and told them of his 
intention to commit suicide FIIOIIICI rhe So\iets take the city and that he 
lzad no Inore orders to give thpm and [hey should r ~ f e r  to the Reichs 
Marshal. However, he  drcidecl to rxa~nine possible means of saving thc 
sihlation arid to lakc direct responsibility tor the defence of Berlin 
hrms~1F, relieving Artny Group Vi5tula or t h e  task, whereupon Gbbbels 
decidpd to relieve Ger~Lt Rcymann or cornrnand of t l~e  Berlin Defencc 
Area and assig~~ed him to command the lJotsdam Gamson. 

23 APRIL 1945 

On the 23rd,l>otll sides wcrr forced to t-eronsidrr-their actions and assess 
what the campaign held in store for them. The Sovlets lookcd to thc fact 
thev would I J ~  moving into an fncreasmgly more urban landscape. with all 
i11u advantages 111 at ~uould confer on thc defender. the Germans that they 
~vr~~t l r l  now haw to prepare Far a sicge. Mrenck, wIio5e 12th k m y  had a 
l~oundary that extenrled from  he junction or the  Have1 and Elhe rivers in 
the north to just he lo~f  Leipzig in thc south, Jrnq briefed by Kcitel as to the 
Kihrer's orders The army consisted of thp XXXTX Panrcr Gorp under 
GcnLt Karl Arnclt, but only from thc 2 1 to 26 April after whlch it woltld 
aansfcr to the n w l y  foi-~iiiiig 21st Army, XXXXI Panzer Corps under 

Soviet Infantry cutting barbed 
wire in front of a German 
defensive posltlen. Just as the 
1st Byelorussian Front had had 
dlfficutty breaking through the 
German defences on the Seelaw 
Heights, so tt twk the 2nd 
Byelorussisn Fmnt a week tu 
break through 3rd Panrer Armyh 
llnes an *he Oder. (Central 
Museum of the Armed Forces, 
Moacow) 



man -pa being sent T * ? 

their way wieh sl horse 
I calt full of supplies. 
3pRe passessing modem, 
hnolwlcaFly advanced armed 
:es, the Wehrmacht still relied 
the horse (particularly In the 

.', b ' . 
antry Forrnationa) to mow 
lplies and equipment around. ' 
( Cornish Library) 

GcnLt Ruclnlf Holyre. XX Corps under GenLL Carl-Erik KcYhler and 
XXXXVTII Panzer Corps under Gen t t  Malrimilian Freiherr von 
Edclscheim, which was the army reserve. Uknck interpreted his order? as  
rescuing tho 9th h y ,  XF WPII as the thousand? of re[ugees that were 
mppecl with them as welI as holding oprn an escape roulr Tor ac many 
people as possiblc It xms rortlmatr that many of the supply barges 
tmversing thc cormtry had b ~ c o m e  stuck here 70 U'enck w a ~  no1 short or 
ammunition, fuel or Food. Reitel then repor-tpd this to Hltler at the 
Ffihrcrbunker who was impatient as to when h e  For-inations would start 
movmg. This merely highlights the almost complete detachment from 
reality in ~vl~ich Hider and his ilnmediarr stam opelated and which Keitel 
did nothirig to dispcI. 

Some reinforcements managed co get through to the ciry {a5 they 
wo~ild un ti1 L I I ~  ?4th), including the 'Grossadmiral D fini t ~ '  Naval Battalion 
under Cornmandtr Frmz Kuhlrna~ln. There MCL~ concern that the %vipt~ 
1nigh1 try to infiItrak~ by means nC the U-Bahn and SBa11n nmnels anrl sn 
h e  traffic was stopped in order fnr harrirades to he hul~lt, a? w ~ l l  a5 
demolitions bc~ng prepared at certain point? to flood the hinnels, despite 
the prcscnce of civilians and rour hospital trains. The 1,171 Pat17er Chrpr 
lzad moved across the Spree the prmio1~3 night and into the srlb~~rh or 
Rudow. MTeiclIig mas preparing to move south again in orrler tn support 
h e  '3111 Army's northorn flank hut found that these orden from Cell l31rs~e 
11ad I~een cancelled and tllc corps was to move intn Berlin anrl Weidling 
was to take over defence of the city. Even so, there \\.as little hc cc~ulcl do 
except redislribute his forces a ~ o ~ m d  the city to heef up the Ioa1 defence 
wherever possible, use the corps comm~tnications net tn holstcr thosc of 
the city's, augment the Berlin Defcncc Area IIeadquarters staff ruith 
officers Erom the corps' staff and reorganize the ~IrCence sector staffs. 
However, h e  Germans simply did not have the manpower a~'itilab1e to 
implement IZrymann's original plan as it was intended. 7hc dcfcnce sector 
commands were now fully involved with thc cnemp and wcrc handicapped 
both Ijy lack of resources ancl a la& o£ communications, both horizontally 
and verticallv, which hampered coordination. MTeidling, hcrcforc, moved 
his command post to the Berlln Defcncr Arca Hcadquartcrs on the 



, One of the last k n m  
appearances by Hlner in publlc. 
was on the occaalon of his 
56th bfrfhday when he emerged 

I 
from the Fuhrerbunker to mad 
Imn Crosses to mernbe~ of Ika 
Hltler Youth tor brsvery. Ta hla 
rkght is Relchs]ugendliihrer Artur 

Axrnann. [IWhl, FLM3351) 

I 

I 
f-lohen7nllumdarnn1 with ;In q e  to r~~oting i t  e ~ a i n  morc renrr;lllv, ei~hcr 
t o  tl~e flak control lowcr in 111c Tierprrcn or 13cndlr rc~r ,~~~e.  

The :<i-cl Panrcr h~ was still holding Rokwsovsky's forcr.5 on thc 
Otlcr hi11 was npidly approaching hrc;lking point. I t  \vas c~ht i i l~~s  to  
I-ieinrici !hat it wc~uld nnt lw abIe tn l~old o11t murli longer and ~o he 
~ratrecl to plan for I heir witlicl~awal w(1~11vard~ in order In surrender to rhr 
Western Nlies. Steit~er continued to hold the line elf canaIl; on thr 
wuthrm flank h u ~ ,  when ~ h c  %nets oudlank(>tl 0rani~nbur-g. Iir h d  to 

man the R t i p p i ~ ~ ~ r  Canal at the expens? of khe tnwrr. Heixirici then 
~.c~cciwrl r,rtlcrs frntn K r i t ~ l  (on b ~ h a l f  of t h ~  Fiihrer) for the SXWI 
E'ar~zer Coqn 2 0  E,lock the So\ict ad\a~icr westwarrl and that Skrin~r im.s 
lo rnounl an irnmpdiate ~tTort to rrlicve t3erlin ant1 cut off Zf111kov'< 
rfirust atrnss the 1 I;1.~c1. I-lr wou11d he rcinfnrrtd hv lhr  7th Patwrr ant1 
25th Pan~rrgrcnattier Diririons, neiihrr of which w ~ r c  ;~~.ailahlc. vrt, tlte 
lacter i n  hc! corning from tlte end or Itis ow11 l i ~ ~ e  a? hr* had I,P(-II firen 
prnnissinii tn al>atirlon thc El,erswaltlr l~ridg~lirad. It WAS the 47111 Arnly. 
with the 9th GII;LE-~C Tank I:orps (from 2nd C~rards Army) and 
7111 Guartls Ca\alnl (;orp~ that  had r~ltleed crnrscd thr  IIavell. In act as a 
screening h r c t  ; l r d  con~pIrtc thr rncirrlrtnunt 01' ~ l i c  city. rrarhing 
Naucn c;~rlv in the clay. Tkr 1 5 t h  Riflc I:orps ~ h c n  movt-rl up trl Spanclau 
ant1 .Gato>w iairfrrlrl, ivl~ile ihv "7th Kiflc  Cosp~ rn017erF sor~th. elcirirnts. of 
which Ini,krd to link LIP with the 4th Gtlal.rlc Tank AI-my Tlic rawlry 
h m c d  0111. scoarlrrg thv countrysidr fi)r resiqlance. 

T h e  enrircling  orm mat ions worked Ihcir~v;tv into tlir Rcrlin wthtrrhs to 
~ h r  north ; ~ t ~ d  thc. cast, lcarnitlg the trc11niqrlr-i of urhan fighting as they 
wcnt. Thr stthurhs, howewr, woulrl oller a dilTrront rxpcricnce lmrn the 
tlrnso urhnrl landscape of tlic citv c~ntrc., h i t  both ?id<.> made mistakes. 
alrllough i~ N~ ri~sier for thc % ~ i r l s  to rtrroricr f r o ~ r l  thein wirjlh tjlc 

rrsourcrs rhey hn.tl lo hand. The 1st Mcchiuli7erf ( :orp~ (2nd (;tiardq 
'Lilrik A r m y }  rnonrrrl t l ~ r o ~ ~ g h  Hcm~dnrf ,  Urairlm>nnsl~~st and M'itrrnalt. 
while I l ~ r  12th Ciuards Tank Crll-ps arlv:lncerl r hro~tgh I .i~hars, 
Rlat~kcnTrlcle anrl Rnventhnl In take 1111 position alonqsirl~ the 79th Rific 





Corps lyom 9t.tl Shock Army. fight it^^ in Nirrlrrschdn hilt~~en, w l ~ i l ~  the 
7th Kifle Corps *.a% still c t r p ~ r c l  i n  I3~1henscIiirnhause~i. Ttie 5th Shock 
,hnv rlnsed ltp to thc lilllhack ~lo\itions i l l  ttrfrnre sccror 'A'. raking 
Ricstlcli-I' and h;;~r~lcdorl' while iw !hh Rifle Ctrr-ps rnuvrtl FOLII~IIWF~ and 
cor~k Ihr1~lintxt and tlir R ~ ~ r n r n ~ I ~ h u s f i  Porver Stazin~l. The 4th I;uards 
Riflc. I:orpq IXth G~barcl~ Arnlr.) took the intlurmial arr;t of 
O l ~ ( ~ m c h i ~ n ~ v ~ i t F ~ ~  and pr-c.l~ircd to cross thp Sprce a1 .Johannisthal, T ~ P  
29th (h~artls K i l l v  Corps ci~ptl~~-erl ;i hr~clge owhl ~ h c  SPI-PC int~)Alcltv-shof, 
a- wrll as Kfiprrlick riith its hridfiec acrosc r l~e  Sprw i~ttd Dahmr.  The 
3rd C;~larrls 'I'nrlk h v  spent rhc t h v  rrgrnuping 5nr1rll nf thr 011tel- 
l~el'cr~cc Ring ; I~ ICI  waitrrl lor elemrnts of tlir 28th Arnmy t o  join 111crn. the 
remai~irlcr hrirq cat~ght ~ t p  in the!)ih Anny'c cncil-clement anrl brrakn~~i .  

F,I~c~where, tllr 4rh I;~~;lrrls Tank Arm\: conri~~~tecl 10 clow in on 
Porsd;un anti 4tv r r ~  link up with ~ h c  47th i\imv, although no  efftfr,s~ was 
marlrl rn cross llir line OF i 111. Hav~l.  'nit 13th ;mtl5th C;II;II-C~S Arrnics were 
closinr: In on  I llc Elhe. the l i~rmer W~tten ht1r.g. the lallrr near T i ~ r x a ~ ~ .  
I iot~ ic . \ -  tlecrderl tr, 1rm-e the 34th G ~ ~ i ~ r d s  Rifle C:orps in t l ~ c  area to ;wait 
tllr !\mericans ;lnd redirt-cled t h ~  32nd C;IIRI-~S Riflr and  4th C;~~ards 
Tznk Corps inlo rcscivc in orrlcr that th ry  might rxirticipntr in a 
co~~ntr.~:rtrike i ~ s ~ i n s t  thr (;crman rorccs att;lcking tntv;l~.cls Sprrmberg 
ti-hr) Il;ltl 5plit rhi. .3lnd anrl 2nd Policll h i e \  apart and crrated liavor in 
their rrar arr:tq. 11 is oln~ic~us at 111i5 po in~  1I1at Korlic*\"~ For~rr were 
stlp~chc~rl to thr. limit anrl hc hat1 r)nly a s111alI resenr with which to 
collnrr+r ;ml- ~novt=rncnt hv tl~c 9th m ~ t l  12th rlnnics - cwbn his 6111 h v  
has slil4 cngaprl MI hesicfiitig Brndal~. 

I;rn T<ollcr arrived at Ik~i-chtes~,~cler~ anrl l~riefed Ghrirlgon evrnts in 
the Fi~hrerbunkrl. the pc.c.r~ious clay. lie advised Cdrinfi to take ctrlltrol 
as Slitlrr had iq>pnrentlv al1ani1or1c.d leademhip of t l ~ r  pvcmmrnt and 
thc. arrnrd fiisrcr. CZring waq r e l ~ ~ r ~ ~ n t  as hr had hren rriu of fa~nur but 
clcritlrtt ro s r n c t  a telcgrarn I t )  Hitlrr. inFormirig Ilim tliar 11c wo11lr1 rak~ 
crr-cr c~c~r~trul oC the rorlnrn. and artned rcwces. as prr the law of 
Sucrccsion of 1!lJ1, if 1 1 ~  had not hrard from l~i~ri hv 22.00. after which 
hc wnl~lrl wsltmr he 11;td lost l ~ i n  rreedom of action, Tllc trlrkqam 
arrivt-rl i t i  thc Fit hrerbtui kci. and tviis shown to Hirlcr ly Rormantr who 

A Soviet T-34185 fires on 
e nearby bulldlng. Givsn 
the wlnerabilm of tanka to 
Panzerfaust-carrylng Enfanhy, 
especially at these ranges, even 
the sma l lmi  hlnt that e bulldkg 
mlgM be occupied wwld 

probably be enough to provoke 
an attack. (From the fonds of the 
RG4KFD at Krasn~orsk)  



suggested that Gilring was trying to seizc power for I~imselE Hider tlettm 
into a rage and ordcrcd Gijring and his s t 8  put under house arrest. 
This episode was witncsaed 4 Albcrt Spcer who had flown irlto Berlin in 
order to confess to Hitlcr that hc  hacl becn obstructing the Scord~erl 
Earth policy, something that might have cost hirrl his head, but wliich 
~~rovokcd only d mild rC5ponbC from the Firhrer. 

24 APRIL 1945 

Weidling's redeploymenl of' the LVI Panzer Corps bolstered the weak 
clefelice that he had found there, after taking up h i s  new appointment. 
The 20th Pansel-grenadier Division had been forced onto U7ann~ec 
'Island' and 50 the 18th Panzrrgrenadier Division wa? moved 0111 of 
reserve to replace it. The 9rh Fallschin~ljiger Division wor~ld  support the 
no]-thern sectors having based itself in the Huml~oldthain Flak Tower, 
~11e 'Miinchekerg' Panzer Division would assist in lhe derence oC 
Tempelhof Airport. while the lltli SS 'Nordland' Pani.ergrenadier 
Division ~noved lo the Neuk8lln-IG-euzberg area. 

Meanwhile, in the Fiihrerbunker, H it ler had seemingly recovered 
from his l>reakdowrl of f i e  22ncl and orilel-ed that OKN7 was to be 
responsible to I-lim h r  the cond~ict of all operahons, ending the il!ugical 
OT<W / OKH share ofrespnnsibilitie~. He sent word for GenOhst Rittt-r 
von GI-eim (Commander, Imftflotte VI) to repork to him. Vnn Grcirn. 
p1177led by this development and, unaware of Caring'\ disgrace, to 
consult with Koller whom he knew tn be at Rerchtesgaden. Kcitcl 
revisited XXXXI Panzer Corps, where Holste sought to blame the 
slowness or 131s redeployment on the lack of witahle transport. 

The 2nd Guards Tank Am~y conbnued ~ t s  advance south~mrds, crossing 
the J~lng- fernheide and reaching the HoI~enzollern Canal during the 
afternoon. Under the cover of some woods. thy q~uckly prepared a 
crossing and, by nighifall, swesal combat groups hctd cstal3lished 

Sovlet t roop manoeuvre an 
anlllew piece Into posltlon. All 
'ormat~ons up to front level were -3 . 
librally supplied wlth artillery 

lar the Berlin operation; this was 
M u l  given that many German 

detenslve posltlans were in 
snormous, solidly bullt bulldlngs 
that could absorb a tremendous 
amount of fire. (IWM, FLM3349) 



thcrnsulvos on thc rrlgc of Sicmenstad t, a Eargc 
inr[~~rtrial cnrnplrx I~uilt bv thr Sfrmcnc 
C:ornp:mv. Tlre t3rd Sliock - h n v  Saccd stiff 
I-(-sisunce, llolvr\(~i; Lipon reaching ~ l l c  cm.rl, 
with tllc 70th Kiflc Corps liaving rnovrd 
~l~rr)ugh R~ei~~irk~nt lorf  and taking rh(. rl~hwrtccl 
'I1r111~tnn Gn~irig' 13.~mcks, ~vliilr- the 12th 
C;ui1rrl3 Rifle Corps had ad1~1nct.d t l i ro~~gh  
1l't.rlding and ranlr. 11p ++nst Cernlan strong- 
poi~lts at the \~'eclcliit~ SBahn station and the 
I-l~~rnboIdthain F7;tk To\r,cr. Onlv the 7111 Rifle 
(:o~-p$ contii-t~rerl to n x ~ k c  reIativelv z~nimpeded 
prmgess down the two rmarls thal Icd to 
!tlrsL~ndrsplat7. Thr 5th Shock Army con 
tinuerl to adrarlc~ tveshvards, with ttlc '16th 
(:t~;~rds and 52nd Rifle Corps on ritlwr side of 
t lic Fiankfi~rter ,\Ilrc clearing tllr Schlachthof 
(:\battoir) Complcs ,just inside t l ~ c  Inner 
Dci'cnce Ring. Tlic Ylh M e  C ~ O C S C C L  the 
Sprcr into I ' r~p tn~v  1';~-k from Kummcl~hurg 
i ~ t i c i ,  after forcing hack elements ol'thc 1 tth SS 
'Norlund' Paiweqq-cnadier Di\ision, started to 
mcnr parallel to ho!h tllc Spree ant1 Iandwehr 
Chnal. 

The 8th Gna1.d~ Anny ( ~ l t h  1st Guards 
= ~ n k  h r n v )  MW I ~ I S Y  shifting ~v~s iwards  in 
or-tlcr to attack nerlin from the soltth mid ran 

e.; 7;- -4.; 

into elements of rhc 3rd Guarclc 'Tank . h v  
and therefore i~larlvertrntlv linked up rtith 1st Uknirlian Frnnt, beforc 
nm\-ing np tn the Trltow Canal. Tliis sent enonnous ~;hnrkTvaves up 
~ l i r t ~ n g l ~  Army artrl F r o n ~  comniai~rl Tcvcls. with Zhrlkov hardly Ixlievinp 
what  h e  had heard ilnd sending 5nmr officers to find O I I ~  who they wrrc 
and wl-tat they wrrr doing. Apart from the damage to Zhukov's pridc, 
this, ~lnderlines t lie Tack uf cornmr~nication betwren the higher levels of 
command and tfw cor~tinued distntrt tlehveen Zhukov arlrl Koniev. M'ilh 
his inrention* no\+* i t 1  the open. Statin Iaid rlo\r.n the inter-front 
l n , ~ ~ n d a n  x nttlr~ing rrom Luhh~n.  through Trupivz. Mittenwalde ant1 
Maricndorf to rhe At] halter Railwav Station, from rvhcl-c. i t  con~inued tn 

tht. cast of the Keicllsli~g, giving Ko~l irv  the opportilnity to reach it first 
trnm the south. Mranwhile, 3rd G~~iit-tls Tank Arrnv cond~icted its assault 
across the T~ltow Canal, which hati patchv success. The 9th Mechanized 
C:orp.; initially cstahlishcd a hridgel~rad at  Lankwi~r that wiped out 
11v a German courlteratti~ck but the filh Guards Tank Corps e~tablishcrl 
onc at Teltow. as did the 7th Guard\ Tank Corps irr ilc lrft, although 
r~c i s~ance  was such lioniev chose not to expand it for thc time being. 
This resistance wap clue to thc assistarlce given to t l ~ c  local defence Irv 
zlic remnants nT tile 20th Panzergrenadier Division, follr)wcd bv the 18th 
Ptnzergfenadier Ihv~.iion, ~ v h ~ c h  w1t11 over 6,000 men. two 'Tijqer' tanks. 
20 P t K w  Rrtank?e and 25 ;IPCs, I\TL~ st111 a po~verfiil Force. The 4th Guarcls 
'Fank . b y  continzied northeast. with the 10th Guards Tank Corps 
reacl~ing the n~ttskiru of Potsdam and the 6th C~tarcls Mechanizrd 
Corpr I eaching Rranrlenburg. 

M e t  Inlanhy and tanks 
(probably T-341BEis) amawe 
down a main street in Bwlin. 
during the advance towards the 

city centre. Whlls this street Is 
relatively wide, ellowlng some 
degree of manoeuure, many 
stre- were much nnrmwer and 
excellent sites lor an anti-tank 
learn to ambush a Sovlet column. 
~epfotolTopharn) 
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arHlley upens up an 
:eman strongpolnt at close 
vge. The Soviets made great 
e of artillery durlng the urban 
Ming and asslgned engineers 
clear ways through block& 
wets and back gardens so 
e guns could keep up wkk 
t adwanctng tmops. (IWM. 
M3346) 

Elsewhere., the 13th A r n ~ y  reartled Wirk.nhcrg on thc Iltw and ran 
into rlie cnc;umprd XS Cnl-pr from hknck's 12th ..\rniv. Thc fighting 
that was sparkcrl off WIS so inrrnse, Knrli<-v thought t l~a l  t l l i ~  \r;rs the 
anticipaied coztnreratrack and  calletl in pai-t or rlir 3111 Guards 
h4~chanir.rtl Corps to x s i ~ t .  TIIP SSrd i2rnmy crowed llic OtFcr and 
attacked 1l1r town of Fiirstrnburg, wllilt. the 3rd A r ~ ~ r y  c~f  t h e  
1 s t  Ryelor~w9ian Front lirikctl lip wirh Lc>tiic.v's 28th Arrnv a! Trwpitz. 
thm complrritlg the e n c i t c l r ~ n ~ n t  of h e  Ilth Amlv. -Tlic. 5th G~rasds 
.h~ also managed m halt Schfil-ner's disl-~eptil-e nfTeli\ivr ~ o ~ r n r c l ~  
Spremherg. ;1ltholrg11 sevct-nl d a ~ ~  of hard lighting rvoi~lrl tw 11ccdcd 
bcforr the Iirrrnan~ werr l'o~-r.rrl to witl idtx~~. 

25 APRIL 1945 

The Aml+ Gro~ip  \'isn~la ci)mmander. G r n 0 h r  Heinsici. v i i trd vnn 
Manletiffel, wl\oi;p 3rd Panzcv-Ann! was dmirlirbg to hold 2nd Rvclonlssinn 
Fmnt on L~IP Oder. He then mnved on to rile 25th I'atizrrk~cn-arlrcr 
Division ~ .h r . r r  1112 Fotind CknOhst~Jocll q i n g  tcl conxlnce Strirtcr- ro b~unc1t 
a co~mte~ar tark  lo wliere RcrEin. hthJocIl  an11 lieitel M-cre c o ~ ~ c c n ~ c c l  ~ \ i t h  
tn;ing to relirir the city and r r~r t i r  Hider, lmr the field romrna~irlcn werr 
well auwr  that rhrvjust (lid lint haw ~rhe I-CEIIIIITPF avaiEal~It= and diat the 
G ~ r n a n  Artny in the east wxl; r n i m b l i ~ ~ g  rapirllv. IT~inrici snon Ic:imt thar 
t l i ~  Soviets harl hrnken th ro~i~ l i  von Mantc~~lT~I'q lines rr)tit It of Stettin 
a t ~ d  atlthori7ccl him to rctrcat ;~ccarding to i\ plan worked r ~ l ~ t  prrvio~lslv. 
I I c  then scnt a messace to OhlV rt~llich Kc.irel finallv rrccivcd somc 
.IH hours Inrcr. 

Ahnut nilr clnly good nrws Cnr Hrinl-ici %-as tllar Oh\! BirhIcr's 
FrankT~~rt-ari-~VI--0der garrison had finally linked up wit11 lhc Ihh Army 
who were prrparing to break m t t  to the west. prrrerlecl lw ~ i m u l ~ a n c o u s  
h r ~ a k o u t s  hr. l,atrlegrottl)lt l rd  hv Staf Rilrl i~cr Pipkorn (the rc-mnants of 



the 3:ltli SS Pulicc Grenadier and 10th SS 'Frtrrtdshel-g' P,rurrr 
Di\-i\iun~I and U1,st Hans voi~ Iatck. (rhr  123th Pnn7ergrenadicr 
Regirnt.nr). Roih 1);1rrI~gro11p~ managed lo ,join u p  Ijut were scvt~cly 
maulr.rl on rhe wav:md rhe ~~~rvivol-s re~reatrd to rejoin ihr  main grc111p. 
Elscwlir~rr, the rlav s;lw the historic- link tip hetweeri ihr Sotici 5 R t  h 
G11;lrtls Rifle 1)ivision anr1 ~hc. rtmericar~ fi9th lnblltn, Z)ivi<iotl near 
T o r ~ a u  0 1 1  the Rivtal- Elhe that rtiran t that Gi-rmany war iktnv sp111 111 i~un. 

Wc'idl~ng issiaerl his revisrtl tlcfcnce src~ol. comm;mil organization. 
hasccl otl the cleplrrytnrnt of ~ t ~ c .  t4VI Panser. Corps. hut tlicse commi~ndl; 
!%.ere 11111 a% cler l t~l l~ a? ttley nppcar-ed, thr main prohlenl hein!: t h ~  
rela~ic~ri\I~ip b r t ~ ~ r n  111~ Mbfli.11 SS and  \2Cl11marht, ~ ~ l l i ~ l i  ~v1'1lilt IISIV;~IIV 
'~wl.kaI>lr' on  rhe grclunrl, ofirr~ deg~ner-arcrl fullher 11p rhe chniti nl' 
cornrn,~r~d. M'hile O l 3 s t L t  Spi1'r.t-t was in riominal cottlmand of t h ~  
'Zitadvllt-' stactor ; l r ~ t I  llacl a \ a ! i ~ t v  r ~ l  b-oops r~lrrlrr his cotnn~mrl, SSRriEtr 
\ l ohnk~  ~ i t c  dirprrlv rr-sponsil~lt~ r t y  Hider ~ I I .  tt~r derent-c. of the C;c~r~tt;~l 
Ch~enimc.nt Area iv~cl~~rling the Keichs Chanrvllt-ry anrl I~irilclings aro~lnd 
it. 1-11s rr~ti~rnand ronsiuted of various W-dfF~:ti SS tormaiioiis inc l~xr l~n~  lhc 
SS ' i \ r~h;~lt '  Regimcntl; anrl (:i)n~manrler KtrhIrnann'h '(;rnssaclnriral 
Ddnir~' B;ttt;ilion. alrllough he clirl riot consiclcr himstlt' I(> bc ansrvel;lt)lr 
to h'eirlling. Later in rhc dar: SS-I l r igdb~kr ih~crg  rrm iaismlcied to t;Ar 

river coinln;~nd of ~ h r  1 Itlx SS 'h'orrlland' I ? ~ i i ~ ~ r p - e i ~ a d i ~ ~ -  Dkisio~i Lj.1)~1 

Zieg1~1; wllclrn lVc=irllir~g consirlr~rnc.d as a %pen1 lilrce. 
'I'ht. :~nucipatetl met-ting hnvrbel~ the 47th 1 h ) -  anrl 4th G~mrcls Ttrlk 

h v  lcrtbk place thnr morning near Kctzin rvl~ilc the t 2.3h ttrffe Goqr; 
contrnrlctl itr ;~ttack.; otl Spanrla~~ aiid &tow Airfield. Tlr~y sncceedctl in 
isolating I 11r defcntlet-s it1 Spandau {undur SSOquf A~rpist Hcissmryrr) 
but fL1ifcrl to c l i s l u d ~ ~  those dcftnding Gatow. The 2nd c ~ ~ a ~ - d s  Tank Army 
sm~mlr-tl 10 clear thr industrial ~1t13~1rb of Sirmensstadt rIuc to a shortage 
of inl;~ri~ry Thc 3rd Sl~ock .hnr crossed tFip I-10hcn~nllpr11 G n a l  at ihc 
Miitzpnsr.~ Lucks (7!)111 Riffc Colpl;) and took thr prison nlirl- a hard fiql~t. 
hut  cn~iIrl n o t  arlwnce anv I'iil.ther witl~oirt support due to I I I C  
KGnigsdatnrn Brirlqr twing blo~vli and  the art.:i l,eing ru~tlrr the T11ll virw 
of t t ~ c *  (;c.rn~~n drfrncfen acrosr ifle canal. I t  also continiteil to ad\arlcc 
into tFir Mr~abit arm (12th G1iarcI9 Rifle rmrps) and foughl its wav (7th 
Rf lc  I:orp~) to thc rtlge :eofrZI~-x;ltidct-pIatz. 

Elsrwhere. tE~c 5th Shock .-2rmv adviirtrrd steadily towards the citv 
cmtrr ,  with the 26th (hrarcls Riflr (:nrps acixnticing down either side oT111c 
FranM~rrtcr .'Ulcr zo~vartt~ thr Flirdrichshain Flak Tower, ihe  32nd Kiflc 
Corps rorning up a r ~ i t ~ s t  t l~r  wrong Gciman defenct-F ar~unrl ihc 
Sc11lesisc~lic.r 1hil1vm Slation while the 9th Kiltc Corpr tiad forcer1 tilt\ 
Luld~urllr tLmal and hecornc tn\ft~lved in hraw fighting nrtnlnd CXirli~rt-r 
Wilwat. Stiltiori. Tl~r Hlh Guards A n n v  (alnlig tulh thc Ixt  G11ard-i Tmk 
h v )  Till-crd the Tc-1 tmv Canal wi (11 '~empelhol'~~irport a5 its ol>jcctii~. l'hc 
airficlrl w a q  rlefenrlccl Ilv a suor~fi flak unit will1 p n s  rcarlily convert ihle 
i n to  ;In ;~r~ld-tank rr~lr,  as well ;LY ~nircellanro~t~ 5lrppot-t units. The 2Hth 
Gl~a~i l s  R~llr COT attilrlied tlie airfield cIircctly (q1ipponrr2 by ovo tank , brigxlcl;.) ;und had ?!hh Cuartk Rifle Corps (~uppncr l  1y St11 GrlariEc, 
Meclra~~izrrl Corps) o n  its !eft iinil 4th G~:u>ircls Kifle Cnrps on its right, 
s~tpl~c'rt~d rhe 1 I th G ~ t a r d ~  Tank Corps. T l ~ r  219th was hrald up bv Firrce 
Ce~niim nasiqtance at the airfield tnrt rhe okhcr nvn corps rnnnaqed to crms 
the Tcltnjv Canal and adlance r r i l t l  little ~ ~ ( I I I ~ I P .  Ttic 3rd Gtrarcts Tank 
Army (with ~ l e m e t ~ t s  of the 28th r h y ]  liicrcl s t i f f  upporition as rhpy 
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Flak pun. While designed to 
engage law flying aircraft, such 
weapons emved to be useful 
in ground fighting, especially 
against Infantry and llghtly 
armoured vehicles. [Hik Cornish 
Llbm*y] 



Soviet aoldler hurriedly makes 
hls way from cover to cover in 
Ihe cenlre of Berlin. Thls form 
of wartare was very infantry- 
lntenslve and strongly favoufed 
the defence, who could snipe 
and spring ambushes on the 
attacking Soviets, qulckly 
disappearing Into the rvins 
during (he confusion. 
ItopfotolNavosti) 

advanced cowa~ds the SBahn ring, added to which they were having to 
develop the tactics necessary for fighting in. first, the su~l~urhs of south 
Berlin. a n d  then the more clensely built up arcas of the central district, 
dmnst on the move. lr would 1~ a costly lcsson m bath tnaterial and men, 
j1~5t as i t  ~ v a  in other formations. It 1.n~ clcar that the a rmy  rvas being 
moved in a northeasterly direction towdrds thc Rcichstag a? Konicv mntcd 
to beat Zhnkov to the prize. Ttie difFicrdtics in aircraft coordination \\-ere 
also becoming apparent with a number of inrtmces occuning due to the 
conge~ted battlefield. Therefurc Stavka changed the in ter-Fron t boundary 
tn nm along the line of Mittenwalde, Tempclhof (tfic Goocls Station) and 
Potdarner Railailway SuLion. 

In Berchtrspden, Get~Obsr Ritter Ton Greim visited Gen Koller to 
discuss the sitllatjoli. While he didn't share KoiIer's view on mring's 
innocence regarding the events of 23 April, he a p e d  to deliver IColler's 
plea of mitigation to the Eiihrer directly and, wit11 Hanna Rcisch, 
planned to make the clangerous trip to Berlin. -Just beforc midnight, 
Jodl received Hitler's detailed insmctions supplementing OKTV's plans 
to relieve Berlin and stabilize che Eastcrn Front.  hey were wilclly 
ambitious and completely ignored the true sitnation on the ~ o u n d .  
Tleinrici and h i s  army cornrnanders were well amic of ivlrat was really 
happening and covertly working on getting as many men over thc Elbc 
as possihlk while fending off h e  Soviets. Hitler also ar~thurized the 
formation nf the 21 ~t '2rmy mlder Gen d.Inf IL~lrr ven Tippelskirch to 
counter the possible thnrst by the British 21st Army Group to~vards 
Lkbcck that wolild cut off the province of Schles~jg-Hols~c-in and 
Denmark. As Steiner was awaiting reinforcements to conduct his relief 
effort (25th Panzergrenadier, 7th Panzer ancl 3rd Naval Divisions), thc 
3rd Panzer Arnly was forced co r$i!hdraw from the north-south line of 
the Uecker River running through Prenzlau due to continued Soviet 
prcssnre. In theqe circumstances, S~einer's attack would have bee11 
suicidal and I-leinrici wked Jodl for the three divisions in order to 
stdbilize vnn Mante~i'Fel's fiont. Jocll refused a r ~ d  so Heinrici secretly put 
an embargo on the 7th Panzer Division. 







URBAN WARFARE IN BERLIN (pages 58-59] 
The first Soviet tmcps to cmsa the city boundary were 
the 'Ist Mechanlssd and 12th Guards Tank Corps of the 

2nd Guards Tank Army, which was acting as the vanguard 
Ior the 3rd and 5th Skaek Armles. They entered the 

suburbs of Weissensee and Hohenschirnhausen on the 
2 t  Aprl! 7945. Shortly after that, began the revenge for the 
Omrmans' treatment of civlllans and properly in  the Sovlet 

Ynlon, something that many Soviet troops had hungered for 
since K u ~ k ,  Loatlng, rape and (occasiansllyJ murder ware 

the order of the day in many places, and whfle this had 
otiglnalty been sanctioned by those In command, aware that 
thCs was not good for the image of communism. the Sovlet 

authorities tried to reign In their forcea. The Soviets faced 
a German defence that had already been prepared 
nccardlng to a plan by the former Berlin Defence Arum 
Commandant, General Helmutk Reyrnann, end wkich was 
new to be balatered by the arrival of the LVI Panzer Corps 

under General Weldling, although there wea already a wlde 
uarlety of Wehrmacht, Waflen 55, Volksstum and Hltler 
Youth (1) units available, Cooperation, i n d d  ~wordlnation 
among tkese disparate units was often difficuH at best, but 

the suspiclon. If not hostlllty, betwsen the Wehrmacht and 

the Waffen 55 dld little to improve matters. The Sovlets 
lound that they had to quickly change from manoeuvre 

warfare tactics to urban warfan tactics, without the benmt 
pmper Mining. Hard lessons were learned, as it took tlme 
for the Infantry, armour and artiHeqr to  establish the 

necessary tactlcs and coordlnatlon to work effectively 
together (2). It warn difficult lor tank crews (31, as they 

advanced inta bullt-up areas (4), to see where the enemy 
had conceald himself (particularly if he was In the cellar 
al a bulldlng) or had constructed fertifications (5). Tanks 

proceeding in oolurnn (6) were excellent targets for small 
teams armed wlth Panzwrfausts (7) or Panrerschrek~ (RI, 
who would knock om? the first and laat tanks. eapeclally 

when they had bsen stopped by barricades c o n ~ t ~ c t e d  
by local valunteera. They then attempted to create enough 

confusion to keep the fnfantry'a (3) heads down and then, 
H possible, proceeded to destray the remaknlng tanks 
one-by-one betom slipping away. It was Important. 
therelore, that the tanks, infantry, a*tillev and enginwm 
sooperated effectlvety to elimlnste the defenders as quickly 
as posslble. The forces from the various arms were 
generally organtzed lnta Combat Teams generally conalstlng 
of a platoon o l  infantry, two or three tanks or sen-pmpelled 
guns. some sappen and some heavy weapons, such as 
flamethroweA or even artillery pieces, although the gun 

crewa were vulnsrable to enemy fire, as were the forward 
obse~ers. [Peter Dennis) 



Amlet Katyusha Multiple- 

Rocket Launcher In a Berlln 
stmet. These vehicles, called 
'Sbltn Orgam' by the Germans, 
could carry up to 48 rockets with 
the most common being B2rnrn 
or 132mm In size. (From the 

fonds a( the RGAKFD a t  

26 APRIL 1945 
- - 
At dwrvu, Mrenck 1;llinchcrl his relief attack, led hv ~ l i r  XX Cnrps rrnm ~ 1 1 ~ ~  

linc ol' Rrandcnhrr+g-Bcl7ifi. Inwards Fnl~dam. TIlr mads w r r r  hlockrrI 
with rrfri~eeet.5 so 1l1e troops ~t~cnped arrtlss counln. and rnugflt the (it11 
Guarrl9 Ivlechani~ccl Gorp in 311 cupnwxl flank. captl~~irkf: ~vlinle unirs 
intacr as well a% i~ Ckman Ficld Hospital w i ~ h  stafl: medical sl~l,plies xnrl 
over 3,OOO pat i~u~c .  The vo~ttig soldi~r+s lhtghr wirls all d ~ r  i.l;ln of t l ~ c  
izi.hrm;lrht d ~ ~ r i n g  the cark vmrs nf rhr rcar ;trrrl cnverrd 11 ~niles o r 1  

111e fiwt clay* 
The. 79th R~flv Corps rnntinuecl ~ r i t l ~  its dlorts t~ act oier the 

1Y~srhaFc.n Can,~l and Fitially s~trceetl~tl with the lirlp or ditrct artillr~v 
supprl-I a r d  a srr~r~kr screen. iiltllat~gh rhr srsongpoitit ar rhe ~ I I W C I F E I S W  
S H n l i i ~  Station cr)ndniled to hnld 0111. Heavy figliri~ig rnnri~zucrl to n c r n p  
the 5111 Shock Ammy. 14th onlv the 9th Rinr ~naking any 11rogres1 as 

i t  tlrnrrrl the Gi~rlitzer RaiEwy Starinn, and ptnhed fotward into 
keuthrrg.  Chuiko\:s ~OTCE'S. Il;l\inj: kit ken die ;I i p n  at Trinp~Ilu3L; 
coatiii~~rrl to mrnv rouxrds 11ir lnnd\vrli!- (:anal tVl~il(. p d i ~ a l l \ + ~ v h ~ ~ l i n g  
leR, 111r1r ngl11 I1,wk iniwinl: 1113 I t w  c.;rnal. Rv lhc- enrl r>f r l l c h  clxy tin* 
8th C:u;arl~ At-tt~v ;mrl I st Cii;~rcls Tank At-mv WIP 111) t i t  P O ~ S ~ ; ~ I I I P T  St~asur 
on tlic. IrTt atid IIeinrich-~on-ti1cF~1 I'ark in rhc. centrp, 13rvc~id thr 
inter-ii.0111 hout~rl;tn estal~lislirct Im Sravk;~ and in thc line oF ntl\;~ncc for 
the :$I-<! (inart-Is Tir~k Anny. 

M!vidling RTI.F inrnrmecl that ObstLt Erirh Riirt-rlhnger (;I prc.rio~~* 
Defencr. (:ornna;ttltlant) hart heetl rvi~i~tar~-cI il~ I I I P  coinrn;~r~der of 
deienri* SPCTCIITA ilt1C1 B a r~d  plnmotcd. U'hile r I i ix  was d ~ r e  rn at~rcesd~~l 
wire-p~~ll ~ I I K  on R9r~nfanqcs's part, i t  s~lirrd M7rirlling, who harl moved 
his l~u;~tlq~~at-lers rrrlrn tht. Hnh~nzc~llc.rtid;1n1rn, f i ru~  zr, thp rcll:~rs of t h ~  
old CTKI I 111lijdiiy'i on Rentllr.rxtrassr, thrn  ro thr Xmr. Siatl;~ls B~rnker 
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Soviet forces established br)dgehm& but irnpmpkt urban warfare, road blocla and German 
tartk-hunting t m s  continued to extra3 a heavy toll. 





nl~hirle. Ml~trimc~rt rnrllrl rrsunie romrnanrl of the 'Ml?nclirlrcrg' Panzer 
llivision and i l  ; I I ~  r r l ~ a s ~ d  011st Wblrlvnnann to lake ovrr cc)tnrnand 
of the dcKcnrr. artillerv. Tlre 'Nortl-\Ycst7 Rrgimrnt iighring in 
hlrxandeq~!at/ was nnrv clown to I>clnw lra!f+tre~-rgtli mtl wn4 therefore 
rlishanded. ~ h r  ~1117ivom tranqferring to Birrnfanger's cr>mmand. The 
18rl1 Pan;rergsc.t~;lclicr Diviqirin Fen1 ii h a r ~ l c ~ n u p  st~ppor~rd In' F ~ Y  ranks 
and fil'tpril ..\PC:* La tm and I*(.SIOrc cantacL ~7ill1 I I I C  20th 
Pani-ergrr~iadirr- Divisic~n Init wrre hvaten back by strnrrg Soviet 
r~sistance. This lrcl the 3rd Guards Tank Army to adv;lncr ciutlioridy as 
it 5lott-lv adal9t vrl i 13 t i - chn iq~~rs  IO t lie niort. hl1i11-11p areas t~I'E:rtune~mld, 
Schmatgc r~~ l r~ r l  ilnd Steglitx. altlinugli 111c 55th Gllartlr Tink Brigade 
nianagecl tn rn;lkc its ~' i l~  far enoligh Lo ovcrnm a n  a rnn~ l~ l~ i t ion  clr~mp 
near thr Tc11li.tsrr and stop in the I'icltkarnp arra, Mear~whilu. the pilot 
that had ilorrm Spccr inro Berlin ant! back again flew Hanna Rc~i~cE1 and 
vo11 G r ~ i m  i r l ~ o  t h r i ~ r .  in a Forkr-\l'r~ll' II)O but no mt11;lct could he 
made with tlir Fii l l~.rrh~~nkcr.  Ton C:l4rirn ;!rid Reisch then rtm Iinilect in 
a Fiese1r.r ' S to~+r l~ '  11n1iT von G r ~ i m  W:IK injurccl by anti-aircr;~l'~ firr and 
Reisch had ! ( I  r o n t l ~ ~ c t  an emergency lar~ding. They co~nrr~iuncl t~~rrd  a 
passing vet1 iclr iu~rl ilrrivrd at the h ~ ~ n k r r  tn lcarn that Hi llcr hxd merely 
vmntrrl tn cnn t'rr or1 v ( ~ n  Greim fhr rmi~t iwnd of the I,~tlf~~;~trr with the 
rxnk of Geti~r;ilI~ldmai-5charI. 
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North of Bc.rlin, van Matlte~dfel's 3rrl Pin;rrr Army hacl so krr lnanaged 
t o  contain thr prrsrr~t.e From Rnkossotskv's 2nd Bvelnn~ssian Front, hut 
Scniiet forces finallv t~rokc through j11rt north of Prer17la1i ;111cl O W  
rcll~ctantl\ arsiqnt-rl the 7th Panzer <~ilrl 2311 Pa117ergreuarlic.r- Divisions 
(on t Ieinrir i"~ rcq~~est)  to help relie\-P ~ h c  prcwure and not participate 
in Steiner'~ ;lr!;lrCr, drhough thpv wpsr tr, rcvcrt to t h ~ i r  or i~ i i ia l  m~k 
immediatdy I I IP  ~ i ~ ~ r a r i o n  stabili7erl. 1 - I ~ i ~ i ~ i c i ,  IIOW~VPI; 11:~d 11o intention 
rlf f o l l o ~ l n g  this course of artion and dug them in c ~ r l  ~ h c  line 
Kcuhmndrnhtlr~Nr~istre1itz to rovrr !he m a n  line nl' tetrcat. The 
3rd Naval Dlticicln liar1 aho suffcrrd rlr~r~ug the 3rd P a n ~ ~ r  h v ' s  
reuear anti crincrl to exigt as a figl~hting fr11.r~. TO the tvest. (;atow ; L I I ~  its 
ailport finally F r l l  and the Soviet:. wort. able to clear the ~ v c s t  hank of tile 
Haw1 oppo~i~c  thr cirv. The leading elernenls of Ehe 47th Armv rcached 
Rathencnt ant! F-~=Iirhrlliri on their IVTIV 10 [he Elbe hut r;n.cd strong 
opposition Trnm I-Iol%te's X Y S I  Patircr Corps anrl so any f~t r ther  
;~cl\-a~~cc find Irr hr delayed. In thr m r a n ~ i r ~ ~ e ,  to the pn1111i 01' tlic city, 
Gcncral BIISSC'A !Jlli Army cont in t i~d tn and. break out its pncket, 
hilt t l ies~ attcrnpls rc~incided wit11 Scwier attacks to righrrn ~ h r -  noose 
arid thev canrc lo nothing, whilc M1t.t~ck'l; 12t t~ Army rcachcrl t Ire rillage 
nf'Fercli,jusi $ n ~ t t h  OF Pobdaam. 

111 R e s l i ~ ~  ilsr.II'. con tinurd psewurc Cronl Ghuikov's 31h Ciuards Armv 
1i;id forced lir-r~kcnl,e~-g's 1 F ~h SS *l\'ctrtll;lnd' Pan7eriyscri;lcli~r IFivision 
rn take rlp nclv prxitinns across tllr l.anclwehi- Canal. ahma [lie line of 
SpirteImarkt-R.c~llt~-,~UIia~ice-Pblz, with I 11r divisional rornrnfi~id post in 
rhr cellars crl chib Ctille Opera nn thc Untrr  den Lindrn. Ktr~kenberg 
considered t i i q  tiriit to  he directlv iinclcr thr cotltrol of E r i p f  Mohnkc 
and ignored thc Ic~ral deferlce sector rt~mmanclant. Obstl,t Srikr t ,  who 



WXF encaml,crl in the Air Minisrn: Rchind them lay 111c rcm;~ins of the 
'Mlinrhebcrg' Panzcr nibisinn. 

Elrm~uts  of tllc 2nrl Gi~ards Tank Army fini5hrtl olunri~~g thu 
Siempn.wratlr and tlnsed LIP on I hc' hanks of the Riwr Spree I'rom whcrc it 
joined the I-lavcl in theu-est to the \l'c.stllaFrn Gnal in tlw r;w. fiitleed, thr 
35th M~clianirrtI Brigade had c m s ~ ~ ~ c l  the Spree in tlw al+c.it ol' R11lllebr.n 
despite nlmt or t h ~  bridges hnving Iwcn d c s ~ m d .  T l l i ~  ccril~ctrlrtl with a 
t h n ~ c t  alo114 tl lc .  Rcich~fms*e I>\' ~ I I C  :iL5tll Crlla1.d~ T,~lik R l j ~ ~ d e  from 
3rd G~~ari ls  'lkrik A ~ m y  thar Elad her11 reinforced and wcrr tlnrlc-r orcFels ro 
rnakc for K111ilclx.11 and Iink up tzjrh 111c 1st Byclonissian Fri>tlt in order lo 
seal ofl' t i i r  jpnison. Elcmmth 01 the two br i~ i~d r s  met near the 
CIlarlottcn hut-gcr Chaussec ;md thr 351 11 then ~vithclrrw hark acraq? thr 
Spree, Iraving lhr 55rh to finish clearing d ~ e  area. S'lit.icllin~. l~mvever. 
coulcl nnt aTTc>rr[ tn lose th is  pntential cscape route and so .;mt e[mwnts of 

tile IRth P;in.rrrqenarlier Diiision rn lwlp the local dcfrnrc, tt-l~irh mean1 
that thc !+irnrirl Ir~rces dierr. ~ ~ e r t -  u~st~nicient to contain rllr Gcm~ans. who 
co~rld inliltrtq~u I tircll~gh their lines \vi l l l  ease. 

The 7!111i Kiflr Corps contjnl~ril i ~ s  adwncc ciorvn shrni t~h Moallir anti 
faccd a hit~r-t. tlt*fi.iice trom a rral niisrcl-lx~g of units. irlr!uding a rilunher 
of C:r.ncl;lP Anrll-ei VI'lasso~'s It'tiitr R~~ssians. in a disrric.t wllose tleary 
solidly builr huilrlinp made thr gc~ing slow and coyti\: I lor*-rwr, a large 
number r>T.Srrvirr pri~oners uf war w r w  r ~ l ~ a f ~ i l  frclrn prisons in the area 
and so 1111.3~ 1v~1.e used l o  rrplcnish lowes. Tlte rc.m;~inrlrr of rhe 
3rd: Shock ;\rmv bred a difficnll task in r~ducitlq a I I I I I T ~ ~ C I -  nf strong- 
points ( s l ~ r h  1 1 1 ~  S~ettincr R;iiI~\.av Station), ~ ; ~ ~ p p o n r d  hv the 
Humholdrhain Flak Tower, and SII.PC~ ffghling col l t i t~~~t-d with the 
9th Fallschi~ 1ni5ges Division cxartin~ a heavy lo11 dmongst ~ h c  rhans and 
conf~nion 1)cl;piie  he willingness r,L' the higher c r m ~ r ~ ~ ; ~ t ~ r l  to continue 
the advanc~ r l~~r ing  thr night, thc. sit~~arinn on the gr-nt~ncl meant that the 
fr-onrlinr unitf tmrallv tised thc 11o11rs of darklieu to rc'st. rrorganize, 
repleniqh ~ ~ ~ p p l i r g  ant1 replacc lo.;sr~. The street-tigl~~inq rcchniqilrrs of 
tlre ISI R\.clon~ssian Front consjsrcrt of aqsigming a SIT.TP~ to ;I cornplctr 
rifle r.egitr~(-nt. with one halnlic~tl on rarh ~ i d r  and a 1 l i i 1 ~ 1  l~ri1lk6n~ up  
the rear, ~ ~ l t i l c  111r siipporlingartillrry mover1 through ~ l i c  lxick~~l-ds ~ v j t l ~  

the help nl' cliginrers. 
Thc 51h Shock Artny maclc litilc. pmRress as; the wiw~lc of t1mt arca was 

in a ctrdotic starr wit11 figtldng going nn rveyvhrrr. r5prciallv around 
~trongpr~ints ~ u r h  aq t h e  Lowrn-Rolini~rh Rrewe~v. Schll-~ischcr Rail~mv 
Srarion at~tl Fiietl~irh~hain Flak Tnivc.l: Tlip 8rh Gtrarrls r\n~?v ~ncnrd up to 
the line oI thc h n d w ~ h r  Canal ani! conwlidated their lmGtirmr. d~Iloug11 
there were still l~nckets nf Gentian ~r.sistance and Chtiikov c~ri~l>lished llis 
comtnand post in a hollse at No, 2 Schuilenborgr~i~g. Along- ~ i t 1 1  the 
3rd Stlock Anny admncing 5outEl itcrnss the Spr~r .  and 5111 Stlock Anny 
advancing wvst thrnugh the citv ccntrc, Chuiknv 1v21s ~~ccporaible for 
clearing tllc s o ~ ~ t h r r n  part of tile Tic-r~lrtcn, inclurling thc Po~sdanles and 
thhaltrr  k~ i lwar .  Stations. The 3rd C:~~;trrls Tank ) \ m y  rc~rlti~~t~c-rl ih attack 
u p  the Hohc117ollemdamrn a11t1 rl.r-tiq rnoionjav ~ I I  rverr k)lr~rkt-tf hv the 
30th P;ln~c.rgrcnadier Reginlent ;~nrl clcrnentq OF ~ l i t b  11H4h Pan7er 
Regiment, wliilc LIIP 5lsr Pan7e1p~*1i;idirr Regiment fougllt ;1 dplavirin~ 
action in Scl~hieberg. However, So\.ict pressure forred illr rlivkion to 
withdrnw to tlirt Inncr rlerence r i t ~ ~  d o n g  the S-Bahn hrtwrrri 111e t2.'es~erld 
and Scht~~argvi~rlorf Stations. Thc 65111 Guards Tank R~.igatlc ninnaqed to 



;trl\rrncc. all h c  n m  to ~lir hill conklining the Olrmpic Starlitint ;tncl Reichr 
Sports r\cc;~rlcrnv. diirl i  t\a+ under tl~~~jr~~-i.wliction of O h r  ,\ntnn Eder and 
his I>rli.nc;c -%ctnr 'F'. but ucic dril-rn hiirk I>\, a Focal rc l~~~~tvmttacl i  
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[h~rirlg the mrlv h o t ~ ~ ,  liettel, who urn 1in;lu.arc ofwl~at  MXS 11;lppcning on 
~ l l r  3rcl Panzer t\rmv's rront, visited Srrirlrr I$-h-ho cor~lrl gilr him 110 

i~irnnii;~tion on thr ~vl~ert-atmuts of 111r 71 11 Panzcr Division. bi te l  then 
prnrniwd him the 'Sc lilagrter' RAD 1nfailtl-y nitisinn as a i rphccment bui 
l l l i ~  Shrniation hart cr;lqrrl to exist as nn cflcctivc fighting li~rcc a wrpk 
rarlirr. Striner a ~ s ~ ~ r r r l  Kei~el that he wvi preparing 10 rnrlllnt a relieF 
el'lilrt. hut secrrttv Iind no intention nT committing his lnpn to an e fhrt  
trill1 u> littIc chancc or ntccess. Hitl~r mcai~whilc had grown tired o r  
Slriiirl.'~ prcr&%unatiot~ anrl ordered C&-nl,t Holste of tire SXXXT F'anzer 
Corps to uke otrr thr rTmrt. Holstc askcrl For timr to prtbp;rre for the 
attark as llc h d  to rnimoctrm-c his troops into pc~sition ant1 rlcal with thc 
47111 A m y .  On hiswily Imck lo OKM', Kritt-I rlisco\cred w h ~ ~  Itxd hi~ppenecl 
tc) ttie two di~irions sent m help Heinriri :uncl that the 3rrl 1';lri~cr A r n y u w  
art~~allv in fi111 retrr;lt i l l  r0ntraventi~)11 of Nitler's nrtlrlx anrl uithnl~t 
ranqrilting OKM7. .]or11  rid Keitcl cnnli*tlr~tcd hob H~it l l ic i  and votl 
MxntrufTrl at the rt-ncsroads rvcst nf N~~rl~nnclenhrirg ahotrt what lipaq 

lia1>~>rnil>g but w e r ~  IhcctI down after an angn cschang~. 
I)uring Ihc c v c n i n ~ ,  R ~ ~ s s e  had it~corptwated tht- s~tn'ivors of thr 

Frankli~rt-aniler-OtEcr ~arr isnn and prrpiu-rd LO break ot~t. Thc point nr 
attack wo~ild bc ncar 1 Ialhe, as this was the Soviet inter-rront huundary 
whtsrc coordination wrntltl be weakest. Once ~ ~ T O I I ~ F I ,  1111'y FF1ced a 
jn~tnirv  through alrnt~sr 'Ill miles of wnnrll;lt~d that rrrould 5c-n.c. to hindel- 
Sovirt aircraft and ai-titlenv. The XI SS I';~t~zcr Corpq \+,oultl r E ~ c t  the 
hrraktl~rrn~gh and t l i r i i  c o w r  the nni-tlic-1.n flank. r~llr,wcrl hv the V 
( : c~r l~wl lo  would takr over the lead arlcl ctwcr thr snul11~1.t~ flank with 
thr V SS Mountain C:nr-p~ (atongwith t l ~ c  21s1 Panzer lIivi5ion) covering 
thc war r ~ f  the rctrrnl, Tlie hruahltt sti~riecl as soon XT dusk fell anrl 
tt~o~tsanrls of'refrlgrr5 mnved rtitt~ the trnops. The XI SS I'itn~cr Corps 
hrokr rhroi~gl~ dnc So~irf  linrs ancl the main hodvof thr 9111 A r m y  mmed 
~hrnzigh, altllough :h?t>~nenrs of thc rearp~ilrrl became rntar~~rlrrl Hitb the 
Snvir-I aitrrnpt~ to rl(~w tlie breach anrl 211 inicnse s tn~g~l l r  rlr.veIoped. 

WI~ilr the Iearliiig c~lciirents of 12SrIi Rinc Corps 11;lrl st~r.11rrcl Gatow 
anrl r;tiirLcd to attark I'r~~~clam h m  the tiorLh, the 20.f10O+irorr~ garrisotl 
itnrlrt C;cn Rwmanri harl made confact wid1 tlv'entk's 12th i\rmy and 
h r p n  to wivitlldraw alniig lire lakeside or Iw using inflatahlc Imaa. .\Fter 
\ n r a ~ i ~ i g  R u h l e h ~ ~ ,  thc 2nd Chard5 Tank h~~n~~rccleplnvrr l  Ir,  attack acroas 
rlir Spree Locks dirrrllv nnrrii of the ScliIo~"r Cliarl~ttrnhurg gxclrn5 and 
tlir ,It~ngf'ei-nheidc SI3;lhn Setion \trt~n!qnint (1st Mrrh i~nr / r r l  Cnrps) 
and snui h ~owards ~ h r  lxlncliuehr Canal atlj;~rrnt to the Moahil area (1 2th 
G11;lrtl~ Talk Corp~l .  In the 3 r d  Shock AI iiiv sector, the 79lh R i f l ~  Corps 
cnii!in~ti-tl i ts adlancc rtottn thc At Mo~t ) i t  and rz11~f11 sigl~t nF the 
Rrirl~stng. The closrnrw nrrheir ullimarr olyrctivr w,nlrltl Iriicl 10 sacrifice 
nf hrroic proportions ant! higl~light thr n~tlilessnix h whir11 the higher- 
lrvc>c.l cctn-lrnandcn rxplnitetl their troorls 10 meet a pnlltifi~llv dictatrd 
rlr>~rllinr. lor tllu prcsstrlr rrom StaIin wjli rucli  hat no onc wi~r~tcrl to he 



qqm-4 06 sabowging h e  p~w, The cost wzis of no comquence. T b  
'13th Rifle Carp would fate a tnmendm@ chdkmmg task a the ow 
mwkg @I1 spantbqp@s the bviIybacria&d arrd mined M o l e  Brid@ 
that was in R1U yiew aF the Ckmm smagppirr~ actom tke fiver in thk 
Ministry of the Interim and the Dip ladc  QwrLt~ Wmd these lay 
ad&ti6Ed s-5lntdj ~plamrnents, trenches, f o f i d o n s ,  gun 
positions and wwr obstach right up t~ the WtEhstag i6eE F d y ,  
the lmes  incurred in $ghhg thFaugb h b i r  had been r e f i d  by h e 8  
primurn of war;- b-g most ~~~ up to their a*tblisMent 
mength of men in three M e  cqanies, asupprtweapw company 
a n d a m  0f45mmfidd$1ms. 

TIE 5th Shock Amp c"m~nued to make &ady pqrm, dthougF 
the fight@ canhued to be wry coduserd with Caeman slrMgpah1t6 
ccu1th1uing ba held nu€ in t.heFriedtihhab F M  T m ,  M-er 
G b a e e  a n d  T-h M e e  area. The %th Guards Rifle Carps 



1 A picture showing Wet Traffic 

Ccntmller Marla Shalnsva, 
in Aleranderpt&, May 1845. 
In such conditions, It was vital 

I to keep men, equipment and 
! supplies moving in the right 

direfHon. as any mistakes vmuM 
A 

lead lo tratfic jams and provide 1 an e i c e ~ ~ e n t  tanlet for n e m v  
fire. pspfataiNovoatl) 

atracked iUcxanrle~-pli10 and t11c Pchice Prc~irlium, wliilr ihr 92nd Rifle 
Gorp was still t n i n ~  to reducr rhc S c h l ~ ~ i s ~ l ~ c r  Raibrvav Starinn. T l i c  91 h 
Riflp (lorps took the Spitt~lmatkt  and Kcichs P a r ~ ~ i t  Office a~ain.sr 
deternliiic-rl oppncitloli and wa\ n o ~ v  anlv sortw 1,500 vi~rds f r o n ~  thvii- 
goal - ! ! i ~  Rcichs i:l~aiiceller+y. The 8th Ih~;irils Army cuntinuril i t s  

preparations to motre across tl~r Landw~lir  CanaI and rlcplo~,ed the 
masim~im ntlrnhrr nF artillen pirccs and mckct la11nc1icr-s in a dirccr 
fire 1.01r. Thr indi~icltiill assa~lEt gt-oupsrvoultl Ilc left ro qllrir ortm dcilicrs, 
a% to Iic~w 'tn clbrrs\ ~ h u  canal hut C h ~ ~ i k o v  rcsen~ed filr himqelf r l i ~  

operaticln to rrnsp ttir still i n t ac~  Potsdarner Brirlge. as t h e  rvhole artLa 
1va7 I~eavily defendrtl and w ~ p r  lw enfilatI~ lil-c. The 3rd Gnardq 
h v  I ; ~ ~ ~ r l r h e d  an ;lrtack tn rrocs Lhr La~~r lw<~hr  Canal I I L I ~  bunt1 rhat 
elemt-11 ts of Chm knv's 8th Gaa~rlr; h v  ltntl ;.~lrrady ncc~rpicd pndrioizu 
on thp linr of a c l ~ i ~ n c ~  and so lhr attack was red~rrcterl northweqt ~ i ' lcr  
thc 9tIt Mrcl~anizrrl Cnrps tvas rrtlepIoyerl tn thc 1eFt h n k .  T h i ~  was a. 
rclier For the 56th Griards Tiink Brigade as it had i~~tractrd the lilt1 
attent ion o f  the Grnnan tmGh11r1 ting teams based a ro~ ind  F~hrhellincr 
Plat7 whrrc h e  5151 1';inzcrp.enarlier R ~ g i m ~ i t  um~ holding out. 

Law in the ewning. the news o l  Hirnuiler's peace talks with C:o~~nt 
Bel-narlot tr of SIVPTIPII I - C ~ C ~ P ~  Hi t I ~ r  who ~IPW intn yet ~ I I O I I I P T  raqe, I-IP 
ordertArl van Greim In rtsr dl r h ~  i*emainin~: I.ufnvaff~ aswls tn help with 
the dt-!~ncr nf Ber4lin, to find 1 lin~rnler ant1 ilrir~g him in,j~isrice. , I t  i l l i v  
stagc ool l l i r  confl~ci, HitIer cotilrl havc l~ t t l r  irrlpact o n  rvcnts, whir11 
were vrrv 11i11ch in the hands c ~ t '  the field cornmanden. Even U7eiclIing 
himsclrrnulcl do littlr to influcntc things - he had taken command too 
late tn i~illiirncc IIIP defence plnnz and had IPw resenps rn s p e d  of. I-Ic 
did nnt r\ en havr 1hr0 Iieedorn action ol' others likr I-Icinrici, v r m  
Mant~~~ni-E, Bussc ant1 Wenrkc. as therr wrrr just ton marlv fatia~ical 
Sazk ~\.;rilting to f r ~ t i t  to the !litter end. I-Iikler then anr~uuncerl Eiis 
intcrn!int~ trr n ~ a r n ,  hi* rnist~c~s. F.zzn Rraun. anti then beptr i  dictating his 
personal ;rrid political stalements l r ,  one of' his secrctarirs, Tra~dl~J i~nf i r . ,  



Soviet infanhy mavlng down 8 

Berlin street. Infantry out in the 
open llhe this were espedally 
vulnerable to ambushes and 
sniping. Given their dispoaitlon, 
samething has Just caught these 
soldiers' attention further down 
the street. (Central Museum of 
- ' ~ e  A m e d  Forces. Moscow] 

naming Ddnitz as hi? atccessor to thr Presidency and Gol>bels as 
Chancellor. E1stwhe1-e, von Manteuffel telephnned Heinrici to sa)l that 
the  3rd Panzcr Army rm? now in full rctreat and that Jndl be invi~ed 10 

see the situation Iirr hirnselt: Heinrici pawed this information on to 
Keitel who accused him of flagrant disohpdience to tvhich Heinrici 
retorled that he r o ~ ~ l d  IIOI accept the responsibility of commanding 
troops i~r~der LIIC impossible conditions imposed by OKW Keitel then 
relieved him of command. 

29 APRIL I945  

It was llecoming increasingly dificult for Wcnck's 12th Army to hold 
their extended Fine against increasing Sovier pressure as they awaited 
the arrival of Busse's 9th A m y .  As the predicament grew more serious, 
it became clear that M'enck would not bc able to continue the advance 
towards Berlin and thererore sent a sigial to Weidling inForming hitn of 
this. It is unclear whether or not UTeidling rcceivcd it, a% there was no 
acknowledgement. The 9th Army managed to break through the Sovier 
line? between Zosscn and Bar~rtli and then rested briefly just west of the 
road I)efoi-e continuing their trek westWarC1s. Some of the rearguard, 
that included ele~nents of the  V SS Mountain Corps and 21st Pan7er 
Division as well as a large number of civilians, had failed to escape tlre 
Soviet encirclement and were in  the process nf being wiped out. The 
ensuing fighting, however, waf so intense that the Soviets themselves 
suffered heavy casualties and so were misled into believing that they had 
caught the majority of the 9th Anny and so failed to purqu? the 
remainder. 

Buss? signalled w ~ n c k  tn indicate h a t  while there wx5 still a good 
chance that the army w~oulcl reach him, it was virtr~allv finished as an 
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THE A W A C K  ON THE REICHSTAG (pages 74-75) 

The 79th Rifle Corps had fimt spotted tlre Aelchstag 
building aa it had advanced down the Atl Moabitt on the 
atremoon of the 28 Ap*ll. The Corps howwer faced an 

extremely tough time moving across the Moltke Bridge 
and had to clear German stmngpblnts in the Mlniatry of the 

Interlor, Kroll O-ra Wou~e and Dlplamatic Quarter before 
anemptlng an assault on the Reichstag itself on 30 Aprll. 
alter three early attempts had been thwarted, and a 

mlsteken message se-t out that a red Rag had been seen 
war the ateps of the Reichaag near the right-hnnd cotumn, 

the 79th Rifle Corps' attack was resumed a t  18.00 and this 
time. with the close support of amour and self-pmpalled 
artillery. Soviet infantry from the 380th. 674th and 756th 

Rlne Regiments managed to  make it up the steps of the 
Relchstsg and to blast a small hole in the brfcked up 
doorway, making their way Into the main entrance hall, As 
I are Soviet i~ ?.red (I), rieicus hand-to- 
t g spread th e nwts of the bulldlng. 

1 s put up e r rn resfstance (2) and used 
the fayaut of ihe buildlng as well as the twilight condttlons 
to their edvantage (3). The Sovleh experienced great 
ditriculty In plcking their way through the rubble, especlalfy 
In the remains of the 'Hall of the Diet', strewn wlth rubble 

and debris (41. Here, Soviel Infantry tried time and agaln 

to advance across the chamber 45) with the support of 
cmrades In the balconies behind them (6). but were 
stopped by Waften SS defendera barricaded on the opposite 
side (7). In such close-quarter Rghtlng, pistols, grenades and 

sub-machlneguns were the bea weapons. The Sovlets were 
armed wtih the PPSb-41 sub-machinegun (81, Nagant 
revolver End Tokarw pistol, whlle the Garmans had the 

MP40 sub-machinegun, MF44 eladult rifle and elthsr PO8 
or P38 plslola. Meanwkile. a apeclal banner party wlth 'Red 

Benner No. 5', given to the 150th Rlfle Divislon b] 
Military Councl of the 3rd Shock Army was despr 
by Caplaln Stefan H e u s t m y t v  to find a way onto 1 

I Ma 
ltctled 
the m f .  
lnder Eventuslly, two sergeants from the banner party I 

Lieutenant Berest rnanagd to flnd their way to the beck 
or the bultdlng and reach the roof via some stairs. Here they 
found a mounted statue and wedged the staff ot the banner 

lnta a convenient crevlce. Thls action was oPRelally recordad 
at 22.60 and the two aergeanta In question, M.A. Yegamv 
and M.V. Kantaria, received the award of Hem e l  the 

Soviet 'Ilnlon. The nexl day, photbgmphs were taken to 
commemorate this wml, but the photogapher, Yevganl 
Khaldel, found that the flag was too high and so changed 
places wlth the two men to producs the famous ncene wlth 
the Red Flag having the background of the Brandenburg 
Gate, rather than the sky. {Peter Denni$ 



c f f c c t i ~ ~  figlitin!: force and \Ycrlck thercforc passed tliis infixmadon 011 

lu On$', wlirr 11;lrI already tlecidcd that 1911 Army irselI'w;~\ ton weak tu 
effect il rrlirl OF the city. CIIW rduccantly ;~cknowfedgrcl a1-rt-l so Wenck 
was f r e ~  10 pilrsue his own plan. 

Memrvliilr~. von Slani~t1l1i.t l ~ a d  bee11 nlult.rcd to takr ntprbr romlnatatl 
of .h~ Grcnap \7sttat&&tcr rlbe tlismissal sf I-leinrici. hut vorl hfanteuRe'pl. 
wl~o ~ m s  lo\:rl hoth his hrmrr cnmmarldrr ancl h e  tmop.i d i l r c t lv~~nder  
him, rcfi ls~d.  citing tho imtnineni crisis Faring 111e 3rd Pan7cr hmv a? tlre 
reason Ilr r.o~lld not titkr 1111 the appninimcnl. OKW tlwn decided to 
appuint C'~nOl,ct K~tr t  S t ~ ~ < l ~ l l t  as the new arlnv k ~ u u p  ro~nnl;mdcr and flv 
Iiim back from Hotlmcl. h111 in the meantime, Gcn Ton 'I'ippclskil-ch, in 
chargr of ilir n~rutv forming 9 1 %I . h v .  ~vo~llrt take command, much to hi* 
relucuncr. ' l ' l~e ?lid R\~clr)a~~ssi;ln Front rv~s  pressing 1ia1.rl ; I I I C ~  hacl taken 
Atlklam in tlir not-tll, IVcul~r ;~r~cIenl~~~rg and Ne~lstrcliv in the rcntrp anti 
crowed thr I Iitvt-l on iu s o u t h ~ r n  flank, wliil~ tlie British 'L 1st Ann7 Group 
Ilad talctt t~utrnh~ur-g, rlrhcrt. I34 Emsr R t t ~ h  IVR'~ sm~gcling to kerp open 
rhe gitp ttc-ar 1.iib~ck. IVirh Stniet grotlntl ti>rces claw to ltlrir Iocatjon. 
Ok7V sent on? last u%nsmi\cion to Hjtlcr it1 the Efikrcrl>ulrker and thrn 
rnoverl oul.,]c>ining 3rd Pan;rrr Army hi in g~:cnrt;ll retreat. 

Duritig lFlr day, a ~ l l l r n l ~ r ~ -  ui' partics Irr~  he bunkcr, inrluding turn 

C O ~ I T ~ P ~ F  ~ 1 1 0  were taskctl with taking Flitler's persnnnl ntirl potitiral 
siate~nrnts t i ]  Cro~sat ln~i r i~ l  Ihiniu. For this task, Boma~rrl  sclcctecl his 
personal i ld~iSf+1;  SS Stat~dartc.n~~llt-er ~4~ill1clrri Xander, nlonq with I t c i n ~  
Lnreni. ot tlir Propaganda Ministry. A third Ser  ~ta~ l l c l  hr wilt to GFXI 
Srhfirt~et. in thr  care of Hi llrr's airle-de-c;in~p, Maj Mqlli Jol~iluntneicr. 

Di~r ing  i h r  nlorning, ilic 2nd Cz~ards 'hnk  Army's c,ecir>rsaw a break- 
through ilrrohs the S p r ~ c  locks by tRv 1st Mrchar~irt.tl Corps anit 
thro~tgtl thc- +Jt~n$erntleic!c .FBahn Staricw ~mritinri bv the 2 1 9 ~ h  Tank 
Brigatle. 'Tht- P 3 h  G I I ~ I . ~ ~  T ~ n k  Corps sontintled In nl;lke steadv 
progress i l l  111t- IveFrPrn Moxhit h~rt T ~ C  i1rt11v NVF IIOW tlc*<p~rtltelr. shiwt 
of inrai~tlv ,111tl Zhrlknv h;ld to send the I sr Pfllish Inkitilrv llivislon as 
there wtarr rii, Soviet reinii)rccrn~nts isnnir~tIiately availal~lr. 'The 79th 
Rifle Corps attilcked acrns5 thc Moltkr 13ritlgr aftrr pr tp i~ta t io t~s  had 
gone on t l~~r i r lg  the prcvio~ls night. S n v i ~ ~  ~:unks had pusllrd aside tlic 
northern 1x11-I-icadc on the t~~ idgc  whilst t t x -  German5 hati reinforced 
their Forcrs Iinlding tlir Minis~rv of the Interior anrl ilic. I~z~ildings 
imrnerliatrlv around it. 111 the early Ilotlrs, the two l e a r l i r ~ ~  hattaliorrs 
launclr~rl a ~ilrprise a t t ; ~ t l  across the I>riclge, reil-rlbt-crtl with I~ea~vv 
tanks, hui EI'tmrP brtaten hack Flv heaw fire. :I scconrl att;ick mana~ed  t o  

cqtahlish :c s113all b~-idgt=tic:wl in one  cornvr of the Diplolri;~tic Quarter. 
~rhicli tlw Sov~t-ts sonall! to expand as the d ; ~  wore or3 i ~ i ~ r l  rhe fig ha in^ 
spread ar r r )~s  thc arca. T h r  Soricts errn tltallv managrrl ir) force their 
way into ~l i r*  Mi~~is t ry  nT the lriturior (n i tknan~cd  'Nirn~r~lcl-'s I Fousc') 
ancl along !hi. Henvarthstrasr;r. TIir 'Plnhnli' Rcpjment then mountrrl a 
cntlntrrrttt.~cL, r~~tiich. along with a grottp of pamtroaprlr  t'rorn the 9th 
F~llschErnlj;igrr 13.i\,ision rv11o broke tl1roug11 the Solict I i n ~ s  l o  c r n s ~  the 
I,rirl~c anrl .join the ddencc,  held up tllc Cicwiel adtanre. 

Thc 3rd Shnck ,%-mv cotltit~tlcd to ]make slow progrcw against 
cletemlinctl c~pposiuot~, p;~riict~lrlr-Iy from the Cflnwnn strongpuint at the 
Stettiticr Rai1w;ty Statiorr. T11c. satne was tntc f i x  (he 5th Shork c\~mv, ac the 
Sfith Gu;~rrt$ Rifle Corps ~4ildiiallv made it3 tmV torbards thr Rijrsc (Stork 
Euchangt-) Sllaltn Slatioli and Rotes R;rrl~a~n (Red Tr~wnhall). wl l i l~  



The body af a dead Garman 
wldlar rests an the steps of the 
Rsichs Chancenay, May 1945. 

It le unclear as Za whether he 
Ilaa where he fell or was placed 
there In arder to haw a 'posed' 
shot. The Sovid wuaufted the 
Chaneelleq on 2 Mey 1945 

but encountered only llght 
nelatance, most of the 
defenders having withdrawn. 
(fopfotoTTopham) 

clvarillg xIexantlr1plat7. 'flic Rathat15 ir:w d r fe~ l rkd  hv eTrt11t.n~~ 01' 111t. 

11111 SS 'Nordlr~nrl' Fan7(~1~r~cnaclier I)i\wion aiid I llr Snvi~tl; I ~ a d  to fight 
iclr 111r buildinji ~~r~orn-hy-roc r r n .  The 32r1rl Rifle (hrps rnanaqcrl to take 11lrt 

J i~~nnwit~hr i i thr  SBahn Stittion ant1 c.Fosed L I ~  t o  the S~wcc. rv11ic.h it 
pr~.pill.ett to cross. Finall!: the !Irh Rifle C;n~pr. snppnrtrd h~ ~ I i c  
93nI Gnardc T,ln k Rrgimtv~t r n o l  rtl up Saiu l : ~ i i d ~ t n ~ ~ ( .  ~c>\vard~ tlac* 
Anhalter Rulwly Starion l31tt cncnunrcrcd Grnnan ~rro~igpc~inrs at rllc 
Chri*rlis Chulr.1 I and Post  Ofice h~~i l t l ing  or1 klirrk~17i~tr.;1r~ch. T l i ~  H t t i  

GII;~IT!S : h v  i w g ~ 1 1  its aswr~lt across ~ l l c  h n i l ~ r . ~ h ~ .  C'mal, 11l.r.rcded I,r ;I 

prbwthrl 111 amlli-n. Isaxagr. I'inen so. p1.0g1.c~~ I~;LS slow m i l  c.;~\~i;il tics t\*(*~.i~ 

vely I~iqli, bu1 Iw the cntl ol thc day tllc S13vic.l~ hat1 man:~p,rl 10 pill ;1 
n~ttnt>t-r of Fcrr~tholcb nncl were act-ns.; the Porstl:imcr I{~.irlqc. Tht- 
31x1 C;ila~d? T:~ak :b-tnr roiiti~~uc-rl its rc-ductin11 of TGlrnvri.itlorf hul 
e t ~ c ~ > ~ l ~ i r e r  ed confusion with the c11.ungr to t l i r  ira  trr-frnnl h o ~ r n d ~ u ~ .  
wl ie~c~~lpon it was lbrced to witllclraw its 55fl1 Tank Plrigadr horn whal 
tlnw 21rd Guartl* 'Emk Amiv t r l r i  tom. 

TI~:II e\+ening. I-litlcr srnr requests lilr infrrrl~l,lriol~ tn HrigrF Vohnkc 
as 20 ~cliere thp Sn\iet? h;bcT r r ach~r l  in Berlin ;uld to OK\C a.s tm rhc 
ptugrrss of t l ~ ~  relief effi~rt. Mol~nkr  rrpliecl that thc SoVi~lh Iiatl t~rt~rallv 
r~;tclic.d the S1.'c.irl~nclar~111t~~t'l~nd~r in the north. wrre in tt\r I.ticl*irlcn 
and Ihc. Air 5finisln. In rhr t-;ist, in P(lfstliltl~e~ S ~ K I ? ~  10 t h r  'iibtith A I I C ~  it1 

t11c Tirl-pr-tcn t o  tlir ~veht. pwl~aps ~ o ~ i i r  400 \art/q 

awav. Iki~el's rvplv was sr~rpri~inglv honest ancl 
l~n<irallv s.mtrrl rl~at thr I2rh Arniv hari rearltrrl 
Porsdaln hut \rncl.r lighting off' So\it.t ;rrracks anrl 
coulrl not 11tnv ronlirnlr their ;ld\aric=r. c l t l  Berlin, 
whilc ihe 9th Anny lrad 1ni111agec1 to hl+c;~k 0111 1111r 

its loc:~tion ttxs ~tttkl~olvn. ;IS was it? strr.r~gth. Tt~r  
s i l ~ i i l i  inn u.as t llereforc lar1peIe3s it~irf Hitlvr 
deciclrrl tlinl sttiride ~ t u  tlzr only option. 

Dur-ing the morning, Hitltbr R ~ X ~ I I  ~ r ~ t ~ s l t l t e ~ l  will1 
M o h n k r  whn stilted tli;~t the Suvirts uFrr4* 
m~tlu;~llrn making ~ l i k r  t ~ - m  ever c1tnr.r mid cauItI 
be expected to nlourlt ;I ~najor n*s;111l1 on ~ttr 

C I ~ ; ~ I I ~ P I I P ~ ) .  the. 11pxt day. which Wilt May D;ly. 
Hi~ Icr  then gave. permilision for tlw troops to 
~rndrrt :~lir  a I>Fc~;I~o~II,  an order that t m c  p a 5 4  to 
TZlridlil~g ~ 1 1 0  ~ I I S ~ I C I P C I  Iiif ~ratl '  to pla i~  fnr a 
bl-e;lknuc later  hat n i g l ~ ~ .  None of 11ic \Il':~!Trn SS 
attrl1rlc.d t h ~  cntikrence. c-onsiderir~~ i t  a mattrbr 
for \Z"c.idIing atlrl the rest ofrtie garriw~n. 

Thc i9Ih Riflr Gorp had m n n a ~ r r l  to clei~r 
thc Ministly ol tllc Interior. (130th  Rillr Divisici~~) 
ant1 ihc westrrn half ol  th r  Diplom;itic Q t ~ a r t r ~ .  
(1 7 1 ~ 1  Rifle Ili\.ision) of drli-nderc. 11r1i ihcr-e \\..IT 

to h~ ilo re~pi ic .  S~alin TGIS rlerernmi~it.rl rhat liic 
ex1ia~1'itrrl solrlitv-E W O I I I ~  I;~ktb t h r  I~c~irlistag :~tid 



b picture showing Me 
devasmon caused to the 
centre of the city 4 t h  clouds 

of smoke rislng from burning 
bulldings an the garrfsan 
surrendemd ta the Red Amry. 
Some of the barricades and 
obstacles thrown up by the 

Germans can be seen In the 
faregmvnd. (TopfotoiTopharn) 

1hroug11 1 lie huildit~gs on I h r  Schli~fi.nufer i l l  rlrrlrr Ir) ; I I I : IC~  the K1.ol1 
Oper;~ I-loiasc, i 11 which r lie Gcnn:ulh hail rrt:~t,lirlirrl a FormirI;~t,lt. 
stroti~~,7)ni111. TFir. main at t i~rk tnwartlr thc Rr*icl~sta~ 1v:14 resun~rrl ;it 
1 1.30 ,ind rlwn aEdFnlji at 13.110. I ~ o t l ~  att;~cks hpirlg p i n n ~ d  1101m with the 
help from tlze Zon Flak Tower. At 11.25 Majl:rii Shatilclv, cr~rnm;~t~rli~ig 
the 1501li ltiflc nivision, rcportcd tli;lt hc harl 4 ~ ' t r i  a rrrl flag nvrr the 
steps ot-the RcirEi3rag. a mc\saKc tI1ilt qliiclil~ ~nacic i t s  H;IV up thr rti,iin 
of.comn~;lnd, br11 \vlicn war cone~pnntlcnt~ rnatlt. their wsv LC, the Grrnr. 
[hey l i r ~ ~ n d  thr Soviet inlhnt~y still onlv 11alliv:ly acm- I<rjnigcplni/. 
I%it~RtlIv aware r~l'rlie errclr, .Cihatilov orderrcl t ~ i u  trot~ps I r l  raicr a flag 
~.hatevcv. the co5t. Tlir at~irr-k was rmre a ~ i n  rralmed a1 FX.lll) iltlrl this 
time, wit11 dol;r sllppot-l nf arnlrrllr and artillery, !:SI)!~IPI i t1l i l l l t l -y 

manaeihct tn nlilkc i r  up t h r  %IP[)> or11-1~ Keicl~slnq and blast ;i srr~all Iicde 
in rhc Iwic ked up cioonmc : i s  irlorc ,irirt nmrr hotiet i r ~ l ; ~ n t n .  et~tr.i.rtl. 
~ i c i o l ~ s  hand-tr~llnnd figlrtinx spi rxl thrun~honr  thc Ilntln of- the 
b~lildirlg. Meanwl~ile, a sprrial I~annrr  partyrvir 11 'Red Barlnrr Nu. 5' lvaq 
rtespatctit-d to f i t ~ r l  a rmv onto the mol. Evcnrtr~llv ther tlid 60, with I I IP  
llag ]laying hccn recorderl ;ix Ixinji raiscd a1 E..50. s r m i r  70 rninlir~q 
helorr Ma): Dav in Moscow. 

F;I.;cwhare, 111~ 51 11 S11r)ck Artny's 2fi111 Guardr R ~ f l e  C:orps contii~~lerl 
to redl~cc the Gcrtnan strtr~iq;l)oitlt ;I[ the Bibnr* .SRahn Station, tr.llic-h 
was evc~ir~~nllv takvn, follo~vrrl hv an atrack on !lip liexi s~rungpnitl~. ilie 
Te'trgrapli Otlicc. The 3'Elld IWC Corps attacked acrrrsr tile Sprcr. 
tnu.artls t h r  Schln>s I%erlin ( ~ h r  old Roy1 Pakicc.), the C:;tltirriml ar~rl t h r  

Reict~r;F~;~nk. Ttlr L'nrl ant1 31rl  Grzaril~ Tank Xrnmie~ convrl-ged on ~ h r  
S-Rnhn rrxch that denotc-d rlle intcr-I'mtlt b n ~ ~ n r l a r y  1,11r the 2nrl IVX 

having great dil'ficitl ty in moving Frwrvard a5 i ~ s  ii~teg.r:~l in lanzw liar1 
heeai gt-carlv dcpleterl. 



The remains of Busse's 9th Army finally made i t  l o  h e  village or 
Kr~mmersclorf and briefly rested in the woods. They illen brokc throltgh 
ann~lier so vie^ cordon on the Berlin-Lnckenwalcle road and fought their 
wav WCF~WI-CIS, guided hv M7enck's rarlio. The last remaining Tiger tank 
led Die charge against thc 5th G~lards Mechanized Corps. and 
the survlvnrs, i~tterly exhausted, reached the 12th A ~ m y ' s  lines carly thr 
nPxt morninq. 

At 15.20, Adolf HitIer arid Eva Braun committed suicide in their 
sitting-rourn in the Fiihrcrbunker. Their Imdies were hkcn out illto the 
C:ha~lcellery garrfen, placcd i n  a clirch, doused in petrol ancl then set 
alight. They were then buried in a shell-hole. This left Giihhels as 
C1i;tncellor who t~oiv attempted to contact the Soviets with an ?ye to 
organi7iizg a ceasefirt. and rccogilihon 101- the new gcn7ernment, with 
Grneral 13okov r~cording that an Ohst Heinet-sdorf, ObstLt Scifert and 
Lt S~gel ;  along with an Oberqofi.cit~-r carrying a white flag approached 
the ~ o v i ; i e l  liner. They talked with Col V. S. Antonov of the 301st Rifle 
Division to arrange for Gen Krchs tr, negotiate with the Soviet High 
Commanc?. They were sent back by Gen Rerzarin after being told that 
K r e h ~  H H D I I I ~  only he  received when given authority to negotiate the 
German surrender. 

I MAY 1945 

At midnighi on 30 April, the battlc for Berlin sudrlenly quietenccl down. 
It wa? May Day, ancl~vl~ile both sides knew the end was close at hand, they 
3-eacterl ill different ways. the fmntline Sovirt troops becoming 
increaqinglv cautious as t l i ~y  dicl not want to be h e  last soldier to die in 
Rerlin and the C~rrnans takillg npportui~ity to rest and reorpniw. 
Fight~ng and sl~ellrng continued sporadically, but in general it was only 
IialT-hrarted and it was only where tiw Polish troops had becn committed 
that there was there any rcal activity MMnike led k n  Krcbs' party that 
inch~detl \ireidling's Chief of Staff Obst von Duhing and Oshif Nriland~, 
who hacl changed his ~~ni form tcr an Army Sonderfiihrer, to the sector 
headquxrtrrc under ObstLi Seifcrt. The). then proceeded to s~rccessfi~lly 
cross Snvi r t  lines and arrived at Chuikc>v's h~adquat-ten at 03.50. Krehs 
tantecl i-~cognition of'llre new Governrnrnt at-rd lime to collcct it, but the 
Soviet9 were only interested in unranditinnal suwe~~der. It \$.as agrerd 10 

set up a lelrphone line wrth  (Xbbe1.l in the Ffil-trerbunkcr and after some 
initla1 cor~fusion (whcrc tVaffe11 SS troops ~einporarily arrested votl 
Dufving) two attempts wcrc made to establish co~nmunicatiaus, but the 
linr was cut both tirncs. Ibebs then I-emrrlecl with von DuFving and 
decided t hat I h e  & m a n  response wmild have to I3c made in wridng. 
Ghhhrls also sent ;1 delegation of fonr officers to the command post ofthe 
901st Rifle Division, 9th Rifle Corps. Col Antonov was irlstructrd not to 
negotiat~ and instcad st01111 thc Q-ranrell~r~ With hoth ri~issions having 
failed. Gbhh~15 then released the news of Hitler's death to Grossadmiral 
nbnitx, which the latter broadcast over Radio Hambi~rg, and optrd for 
suir id~ alonq with his wife and six children. 

Dliring the mor-tiing. Spandau Citadel, an ancient Fortres? (complete 
with moat) rloinit~aling thc town at the jllnction of the Spree anrl I-lavel, 
qurrendei r d  to the 47111 h y  having exacted a significant toll froni the 



2nd Guard4 Txnk hrmv with agjirrssive patrc~lting and a ~;ratlnrh drli.iir.c-. 
Fighring concinllrd within tlic Krirhsrag ;ill cl;~y, with ~llr C;chl-m;ln rleknctb 
now ~snder  fhc. rotnmarlcl r,t' I I ~ t i l f  Bahick ol'the SS 'Ar\ll;ilt' Kegimrn~. 
~+.Elnsr Ireadqitatrtw rtxs Inc*art.cl in ;I hriiIrIing acrow tilt. S I ~ P P I  h111 
connrcred to i t  \I;I a tunnel. The bl111ding r a t r ~ h r  fire.. ;rcltling r c ~  r l l c m  
niist-n. of t l ~ r  comhatnnls. atlrl while t h r  IIpper stort-ys ~ ~ i ~ t . r  gr; ld~~;~lh.  
clriu-rd, thu rlt-rrncr fougllt n n  flwm thr  rt+llnt>. Tht 5111 Sllock AI-~TIV 
T,~crd a dific~rlr iask in capr~~r-ing thc Miriistry for Juk t i r t - .  the Fr~icign 
Offire. the Air Minist? thr Keichs Main Cirrririn OLfjcc., rhr Reirt~s 
C:l~;~nrellen aricl: ~lir l'o~t Omrc 3lirtism: :lIl ICPI-e ~ I O I I F P ~  in enni'mrnlq. 

wr*ll-ronqtr~~ct t*tI I~nildings ;lncl p l - n q e ~ s  ~ c r ~ s  4nw. aFtlit>i~~li i t  [lid rn;lu;lgcb 
10  c;~ptilre Oic Xt~~rgl-taus (A-rnclu?) and tllc State I .ihr.w on the 11o1-I li 

sidv ilf the L~r~tct.rlc~u-T,it~cl~~ti~ rtw State C l p c ~ ~  anrl the Rvirli\hank to Illr 
sf111th. ac rt.rl1 as the Cestipi, H ~ F C E  Reiciil; Main %;ec~~r-in. Clifice on  Y ~ ~ I I /  
,-\llx.n Stral;\r. Thr 8th C;i~,u-(1% Army hiit2 rr-nsserl Rrtlvur~rua~se in~tr 
Sic.grsallee, d c n  the Pohd.rmri- Kailw-a! Sfiitinn and was lisl~ring Snr ~ h c  
S;I;~I Ianrlstrassr U-l3ahn Station. Tile 2nd I:~~;irrls Tank .4rrny, har ing I~cc-n 
rrinf'nrcecl by trhr 1st Polish Inlirntn, Diviriun, cleart-d ttic I>;~r-~icarlr o n  
k i i w r - F ~ i e d ~ c l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ s e  ant1 l t ~ i k  a c h ~ i r c l ~  near L ~ r l - A ~ ~ g t s t - P h t ~ .  11 
totlnd i r  difficulr ti> adtxnct. along zlle L;tnd\\.vhr Cartal Itcnr.r\~er. r1ur t o  

ttllr.ns~ defei~si\r  fire, whirlt, glrTell ~ h c  c los~qnal-ttbrs il;lture nT f l t ~  

tthrl-a~n. made ~ r r n  JS-2 ~ a ~ i k s  vr~lnetable. Thr 3rd Citirl-rl.; T ~ n k  Ar-rtry 
nlmiag~d to rnitkt, i t  across rhc. Klu-fil~tctitl;~tnm late i t ]  t11r rlav aqain'it 
I icrre C e r n l ; ~ ~ ~  oppogilion (maitllr fi-rw~i wlvi\.ing ctc-mcnn ol thc 
*?di~nrYlelxrg' Pan~er Di\%ion) and cvcnrt~ally met ltp with the 2nd 
Grlarrls Tank .4mmv in Savihmvpl;~t;., to t h r  soiuhweq~ of tliv Tirrpil-ten 1:1;1L 
Trmrr. With three- rlrifelopmr~its, M'eidling q ~ ~ i r k l y  came tn tlic coriclusitm 
that stirrendrr w:~s tlie 0n11, ~ i ; l l l l ~  option anrl so, after a discussinn witl~ 
f l ~ r  surviving tnrtnlw~~ of thr Il~rltn Defrncr h r ~ a  command inrl~ltling 
Olxl \!'<)lllenn;inti. tlecrclrrl ir )  rtlter inlo nt.gn:nrinr~ot~s \\.it11 thc S n t l ~ l h  ils 
soon m porisil)l(. i~ i te r  rnid~lixl)~. There wrbrc.. Iinwevet; ~c.\'c.r;d hrcakru~t 
attclnpts dul-itig i h r  11ight. a ~ l u m h e r  oCwhirh w~rceedrrl. 

Tka scene nutside the 
Ffihrerbunkar. This ulte of 
earth et the rear entrance 
to the underground shelter la 
reportedly where Adolt Hltler 
and Eva Brawn were cremated 
after their nulclde on 30 Aprll 
1945. nelr  bodies were then 
buried In s shell hde nearby. 
(Tnpfoto/Topharn) 
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tl. V. Kantaria as they ralae 
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 stag. This was a stag& 
actmsnt as the actual nag- 
g a c e u d  just b la re  
clock at nFght and it 
arly dayllght In the 
 graph. [ToulototTapharn) 

T ~ P  dav also saw thr l inki~~g up of rl~e st~rvivors or  he Annv 
Dc*tachment 'Spree' and thr 20th Panzergrrnadirr Dit.i.;ion with IVel~cL's 
121t1 hlmy t\.hr>. ;dong 16th Ritsw's 9tlt .\mv illen pronlprh ivithdt.v\r; 
closing Ihe kist c o ~ ~ i d o r  10 rhc west. Thc Gr-iman fol-cc l i t - ~n i i a ted  ~lllcir 
srirrrndes to ihr I;'? 0th firmy rmder Cc.11 Stimpson ;inrl rnanagril to 
cntnplrtr their crossir~g OF tI ir Iill~e by '7 May I!E3!i. 

2 MAY 1945 

T t i r  next dav saw ~ h ?  final ;~ssiuilt on t h i b  Rrich5 Chancr l l e~  'hy thy 
9111 Riflr Coqx and, w11ile thr majorit?. of' the defentEczli had alreadv 
wit hrll-mm. ~ntn4. rrsistance r\'iIs encourl tercsrl. Thr h~iiltli 1 1 ~  was quirll\ 
taken a11d Maj /\~lna Piikl~lirla tai~ed dl<* Rcrl Flag o t ~  t l i r  rnoi~op. 
Mvanwhile. a (irrlnan parly unclrr von Dr~hing had  m;tr~;~gctl to m;ilr 



The Red Rag goes up over lhe 
Retchstan. . . again. The Sovleta 
reintmducad me camng of 

battalion and reglrnental 
standards for the attack an 
Berlln. An It was essential to 
have propaganda photos of the 
event. enthualastlc 1Fag-waving 
scenm occurred all over the 
raol. (From the lands 01 the 
RGAKFD at KresnasorsN 

A GBnnan oweer pn W e  Feamer 
coal) wlth a number ol t w p s  

nearby who am just taking a 

momentary bmnk. Over 400,000 

Gennan moldlers were taken 
prisoner clurlng the Berlin 
Operation, many of whom nwer 
returned from the Sovlet Union 
and others not being released 
until the 19SOe. (Hik Cornish 
Library) 



Sovlet soldiers celebrate victory 1 
In Bedfn, May 1945. One of the 
soldiers, a member at e lank 
crew, waves Red Flee. Whlle 
the greatest proportlan of 
casualties was suflered by the 
Inlantly, the R d  Anny slso los t  
a large numbe* af tenlr persfinnel ! 
in the operation. 
(TopfolotTopharn) 

contact Jrlrh a regimcntll cotiit~iitt~rl p s t  o f  thr 17rh Gunnk Ri l l r  
Division. I I I I ~ I P T  G~IB~CIS-COICI~IC~~ Semchenlio. and ~ l i 1 ~ ~ d  12'eidlin~'c 
dcsirr to slisret~der. Thc npws rrachcd Cliu~ikuv, ~ f h o  ;iskrd vnn llt~fving ICI 

return to his commander t o  !ell him his ol'frr 11ilrl Ileeti acceptc-(1. 
Wcirlling ancl his commanrl s~afl+wouIrl hc cxpcctt~I In tul-rrnder at Oti 00. 
whilr rl~r troops rvould x t ~ r r ~ n r l ~ r  at 07.00. hot~olrra hle t p m f  hrinq 
gtratxrttrt.cE, (;Ii~~ikov tlim oril~ring a ceasefir? in hi.; ;lrr;l. kt'eirtling ~ h ~ n  
atco~np;mird R W  SOI-ICL oflicrm across llle Lat~d~vt.hr. Cannl at wt~fll~nd 
O3.(X1 (thr c ~ f i r ~ n  were -evorklt~ff on Mos~o\r. titnr and Iiild arritrecl an hour 
early) and in Chuikov's ~ I ( ~ ; I ( I ~ I I R ~ ~ P W  (~xtchrd  its tcrll hv GolGrn 
Sokoltn~~ky) cnmposed his luttvl- oI' w~t-render. rcliic!i read: 

On thr :Znrh ApriI the Filhrrr, to whom wc Ilad ;ill sworn an oar41 
of allegiance, hrsook us Ilv rornmilring suicitlc. Faith fil l  tn the 
Fi~llt-t-r. you r ~ n n a n  soldirm iwre prepared to c.r>t~rinu~ rhe 
l~attlr Sor B ~ r l t n  even tllu1lg11 vniw arntt~t~ni~itrn I+-'F ninninfi atlt 

and the. g~nvral  situation rll;ide f i~r ther  resi<taiicc. r;cnst*lcss. 

I nnw ordrr all r~sir;ta~ice tn c~ld  immediatcly. I',vrry hour you go 
on lightii~g adils to ihe ~rrril)lc suKriing or the Rcl-lin population 
anrl o111- wr~uncled. In agrcrntcnt wit17 the High I;c)rnilland of the 
Soiic.1 Forr~c, I raFl orr w ~ u  to stop Fighting Sortllwith. 

Mtirlling, Gene121 of Artillw?. Former Co~nrnantlc.r Berlin 
11efi.ncr. Arca. 

Thi? Fonnat w a s  acc~pfr r l  l ~ y  tltc 611iets and, 311 11011g11 ihr fighting u'ls 
to stop b y  13.00, it w a ~  nrnrrr 17,00 whcn thr iigl~ting came to an e ~ i d  in 
thr ci~v, inclurlin~; the Reirtistag. Tllc ~ilcnce,  as thry snv. was drafening. All 



that remained w a  to move the German prisonersofwar away from the city 
ant1 for the Soviets to take on the burden of enswing vital supplies were 
continued (or res~ored) to the civil population. While this m s  done  as 
quickly and as practically pos?il11~, i~ proved diEicr11t for the So14et.r to 
immediately bring their troops under control Following the 
annnuncement of the surrrnder ancl wl~ilc Sovict troops could on the one 
hand show grrat generosity ancl kindness, on the other, numerous 
atlocitirs c o n t i n r ~ ~ d  to he visiled on the German civilian population over 
h e  next rr~v davs. Abortion t-ates surged in the following months as up to 
l nOD00 women were raped in Berlin. The Soviet High Command was well 
aware that some OF their troops were out of control and that, even more 
shockingly, they had raped Soviet women after d~cir  release from Nazi 
labour t~mps .  

JVitl1 the surrender oE the Brrlin Garrison, Tconicv was able to start 
withdrawing his 1st Ukrainian Front southwards to take part in the 
offcnsivc (in ral~junction with 2nd and 4th Ukrainian  front^) against 
Army Group Centre in Czechoslovakia. Meanwhile, Rokossovsky's 
2nd Bvclorussian Front continurd its operations north or Berlin and 
had reached a l ~ne  l i~~king: Mriltenbeqe, Parchim and Bad Doberan, 
whilc the British 2lst Amy Group had occr~pied the towns of I,bbeck 
and 1Vismar and the US 9th Army had reached Lud~Ggshrst and 
Schweriti. Tlie Germans now Ibund thctnselve~ squee7ed into a very 
arrrall pocket, now only SQmc 15 to 20 miles across, and so von 
Ma~iteufTel and von Tippelskirch decided to surrender their armies to 
the Americans. With the remainder of 1st Byelorussian Front 
(53rd Anny, 69th Army, 3rd Army, 47th Army artd 1st Polish Army) 
closing up to the River Elbe, except in the area held by Wenck's 
12th Army, Operatior1 Berlin came to an end. 

The cost of the operation, and of Stalin'~ desire to get there before the 
IVestern Allies, was slaggeling. Bctween 16 April and 6 May, the Soviet? 

Sovlet soldlers from me tst  
Ukralnlan Front and American 
aoldlers from the 1st US Army 
sit on the banks ot the River Elbe 
after their historlc llnk up, near 
the town of Torgau. 25 Aprll I 

1945. Having managed to get 

this far, and in one piece, must 
h a w  been a great rellef to all 
Allied troops. [IWM, OW1164545) 



Sapwr G m  from the Royel 
Engineera shares a drlnk wlth a 
Soviet tank man to celebrate the 
recent link up between Soviet 
-.hd British forces on the Rlver 
Elbe, 3 May f945. As the war 
approached its close, lewsr a d  
fewer servicemen we* keen to 
take unnecessary Hske. (IWM. 
BU52383 

lislecl rhc three main fronts invnl~red a? caphlting Tnrnr -1HO.M)Q pnsnnrrs 
(wi.irl~ nl-ollnd 70.000 raken i l l  Rcrlin). 1,500 tanks and ~cl1"propullr-d guns. 
8.(iOI) a~-~illrty piece< and 4.500 airc~aft. Their niwl C;ISII~~I~CS are listed as 
304.887 kill~rl, wounded anrl miwing, along uith thr law of 2.156 m~ikp 

and st*IFp~-np~lled guns. 1,220 artillrry pieces and 527 airc~:~ft, althougll 
the true vnsl is lik~ly to he hidlcr. I t  is aImost irnpowi hlr t o  givv an accmtrr 
fiqire o l  I;c.nnan milita~? artd citilian mwalties rvi I ~ I I I  Re~-lii~ iuelf, duc to 

t h e  collnpuc ofthe civil adrrlirtist~i~iion totmrds the cnrl c t f the  Imtclttle, but i t  
ha5 ken s~lggcsied that up 10 22.000 civilians d i d  j ~ t > r r l  causes direcllv 
att~ihutal~lr to the hattlr ant1 ;I similar numhrr of militm? persont~el. 
altho~~gh manv ofrhese \vere accordccE no militarv I-mrial and just dumpccI 
in mwc g-mvrs or huried in thr ~rcnchcs they died dpli-nrling. 



AFTERMATH 

wo days atafter the Berlin Garrison had surrendered, at 18.20 on 4 
May 1945, Gen E. Kin~el (GFM Busch's Chicf o£StaFf) and Adln H. 
G, von Friedehurg (the new head of h c  Kriegrmarine) signed 

surrender documents relaling to the German forces in the Netherlands. 
northwe3r Germany, the Friesian Islands. Hcligoland and Schleswig- 
Holstrin. at F?ul Uontgnmery's 21st A r m y  Group headquarters on  
I,C~nehurg Fleath. The same happened three days later, ai 0Y.41 on 7 May 
194.5 at the Rheimq scl~ool that housed SHAEF headquarttrs. GcnObst 
AITr-ed Jodl (Chief of Staff, OKW) , Adnl Friedeburg and Mai M1ilhelm 
Oxrn~us (I ,rlfiwaffe) s i g d  the surrelider document, along with LtGen 
Mraltrr Redell Smith (Eisenhower's Clzlef of StafQ, LtGcn Sir Frederick 
M n r p n  {for Great Hritait~), Grn Frat~cois Sever {for FI-incc) and MajGen 
Ivan S~isloparov (for the Soviet Union). They were followed by LtGen 
Carl A. Spaatx, Vice-Arlm Hal-old M. Ru1roug11 and Air Mshl J. M. Rnbb 
signing rnr the US Amy Air Force, the Royal Navy ancl RAF respcctiveIv 
The next d m  saw Air Ghf Mshl Sir ArtIn~r 'redder, along wid) LtGcn 
Spaatz flying to Bcrlin for the final act nT surrender. The ceremony took 
place at 1 s t  Byclnmssian Front's headquarters. GFM Wilhelrrl Keatel 
(1,learl of the OKW and I-Iitler's Chier of Staff), Adm Fricdeb~lrg 
(Kriegsmarine) and Gpneral StrlrnpFP (1,uftwaffe) appeared huforc 
Marshal Zhirkov, Gen de Lattre rlr Tassigny Tedder arltl Spaatz. At1 had 
signed the surrender document3 by 110.28. With the unconditionaI 
surrender of Nazi Germany, the European pan of  he Seconcl world War 
would end at 23.01, 8 May 1945. 

OenObst Alfred Jodl, M m  
Friedeburg and Maj Wilhelm 
Oxenius signing tha documents 
d unconditional surmnder 
In Rhelms, at the Supreme 
Headquartera Allied 
Expeditionary Force, 7 May 
1945. Even though there were 
only a few days b-een each 
of the SlgnlngS, this time allowed 
hundreds of thousands of 
German soldiers and clvlllans 
to escape west. FTopfoto) 



A picture showing Soviet soldiers 
dlstributfng lood ta the city's 
residents. Soviet troops could 
show both great klndnesli and 
generosity or commit crimes 
ranging from booting ta rape. 
While the Swiet High Command 
tried to brlng their  troop^ under 
control as quickly as possible. 
many sought revenge lor what 
the Nazis had done in Mother 
Russia. (TopfataiNovosti) 

Alrhough the time lseheen t l~r  various signings was s l~o r t  hundreds 
or thousands of German iroops managed to make ~11rir way west to 
slirrendrr to the Mre5tet-n Allies, and the Kriegmarine evacuated it? Ilaltic 
positions. The Allied atmies had exercised their 'right of pursuit' and 
followed the retreating German forces well past the cle~narcarion line as 
set out in the Yalta Agreement, Motlrgomety lly ai>o~it 4-5 miles and 
Bradley by abotit 125 miles. The day after the signing of the ofTicial 
surrenders. Stalin insisted on the implenlenlation of thc undertakings 
given at Yaltat. Had he kept his own promises, ~ h o u g h t  Clearly the Soviet 
NKVD were in die process of'elirninating any possible oppn5itinn to the 
setting up of Communist regimes in Eastern Europe, partic~ilarly in 
respect of Poland, where the cojnmission set up in the Kremlin dter  Yaltzi 
to oversee the reorganization of the Government 1va7 paresecl I J ~  
Molotov's obstruction. In these cirrnmstances, Church111 wrote on 4 J1111c 
to the new US President, Harry Tnirnan, indicating that the remeat of the 
Western Atlied arrnie~ to their demarcation lines shrnlld not he 
undertakrn without having a number of these outstanding issues hetwcen 
the Great Powers resolved. The brlzaviour of the Soviet ocrupation 
a~ithorides in Austria and the interference with the miwions or the 
Mrest~rn Poweis caused Churchill to write again on 9 June. Tn~man 
ipored  these arguments and decided that the US A m y  would s m  
~vitlzdra~+ing on 21 June while the military chiefs 1vo11ld sort out thc 
quadripartite occ~tpation or Berlin and the access to it bv road, rail and 
air. On 15July 1945just hefore the Potsdam conference be~dn,  thc Rrd 
Army had already taken up it3 advanced positiolls 30 miles from thc 
centrc of Hamburg, within artillery rangr of Kiissel and less than 80 miles 
from Main7 on the Rhine. Churchill wrote, 'It  was a ratef~~l decision'. 

The city w a ~  split into 7ones of occupation, along the Fame lines as 
Germany itself, with the Soviet zone in the east ant1 the Americans, British 
and French each having a zone in  the western part of thc city. h e r i c a r ~  
forces rcacllcd Berlin e n  I JuIy, while the Br~tish arrivcd the ncxt day The 
French did in fact initidly enter BcrIin without a zonc of occr~patior~, ~ 7 t h  
both the Americans and Soviets steadfastly refusing to concede any 
territory. It w a s  lrft to the British ta break the deadlnck and donatc two ot' 



A photagraph taken by Sergeant 
Hewitt showbng Sergeant R. 5. 
Baker of the Army Fllm and 
Photogmphic Unit atandlng 
In the centre courtyard of the 
rulned Reichs ChancelFery in 
Berlin, 2 July 1945. After the 
war, the & v i a  used the red 

88 

marble that had decorated large 

their boroughs in northwest Berlin to create the French sector. With 
recnnstnictinn proceeding apace, the four military governors presented 
the crty authorities with a draft constitution that was to be adeple~l 
folIowing elections in the autumn. The elections proved to be a bitter 
sctlrrack for thc Communists (who only got 20 per cent of the vote), 
rlcspite such tricks aq handing out fl-ee food, shocs and cigarettes in the 
Soviet sectm-, free fniit and vegetables in the western sectom and 
occasionally turning om the electricity lo demonstrate their power. 

The tensinns tl-tat were gradually aEecung relations between the 
Western Allies and Sovirt Union also impacted upon Germany and 
Bcrlin. Tlle Arn~riran initiativr, called the Marshal PI~II, drsigned ro 
stimulate economic and poIitica1 recovery in Europc, was merting strong 
Soviut rosistdnce and so in Fchn~ary 1948 the Urestcm -4Ilies agreed ro 
combine thcir zones into a single economic and poIiticallv democratic 
 mil. This decision so enraged the Soviets that they walked out or the 
Allied Control CounciI (for Germany as a whole) on 20 March without 
setting a date f i~r  the next, Collowed 13y Berlin's Komnlandah~ra (the 
Allicd hlilitav Council for Berlin) on 16 June. The Soviets then began to 
intcrforc with AIlied road and rail traffic going to and from the city. A 
Vickcrs Mking from British European Airways crashcd after it had been 
h u e d  by a Soviet Yak-3 fightn- that collided with it  while turning for a 
second pass. Tho Soviets finally cut the land routes to thr city an 24Jnne. 
T h e  Western Allies took the dccision to airlirt the necessary suppIies for 
Berlin's n~n/ival in to the rhree airfields at Gatow, Tegal and Tempolhof, 
wing three narrow air corridors from West Cennany. The aircraft used 
inidallv consisted of C-47 Dakotas but were soon arlgmented by American 
G54 Skymasters and Bntish Avro Ynrk? and thus the tonnage deliver~d 
rapidly increased from 1,400 to 5,500 hyJanuary 1949. The Sovictc finally 
l i t led the blockade in May, due tcl hot11 the unravouraMe international 
reaction arid the Allied counter-hlnckade, hut the airlift went on until 
September. The human and material cost had been sr~bstantial wid1 some 

areas of the interior to  refurbish 
parts of East Berlin. (IWM, 
SU8569) 



Prlrne Minister Winston Churchlll 
being shawln the ruins of the 
Reichafag durlng his tour of 
Berlin, 16 July 1945. Photograph 
by Capt W. Lockeyear. N t h  M e  
end of the war in Eumpe, 
Churchill had forseen the Cold 
War and warned Truman not to 
withdraw American troops until 
differences wlth the Soviets had 
been resolved. IIWM, BU89491 

The scene In fmnt of Ihe 
Brandenburg Gate on 13 August 
1961. As a large crowd of West 
Berlinerri gathe- in the square 
opposite, East German soldiers 
and rnllttla put up barbed wire 
and barrlcadea, which were to 
form the basis of the Berlin Wall. 
(TopfotofTopham) 

70 aircrew and seven Germans being killed as the Soviets often staged 
mock air attacks - the weather was oIten wry dific~llt, pilots were hred 
and coal dust would work its m y  into controls. However, the W ~ s t  had 
demonstrated its resolve in the face of Soviet pressure. 

As the tensions between East and West gmdudly develnped into the 
Cold War, Berlin became a central point in the conrrontation aq East 
and West conducted a covert intelligence war across thp city. The 
Federal Republic of Germmy came into being in 1949, follow~cl by the 
German Democratic Republic. InJune 19.53, a call by the East German 
Govern~nen~ (that had been estahrished in East Berlin) for a doubling 
of effort with no increase in ruages brought about a strike across the 
countty. Tho~rsands of workers marched on the Ministries building (the 
olcl Air Ministry under Goring) clcmanding the Government resign and 



ABOVE A dead German wldler 
on this Instance, a 
RalshsaibeItdienst labour 

corpsman) lays near the 
Brandenburg Qate. But was 
he a victim of friend or foe? 
Flying courts martlal manned 
by tenatlcal SS omcen were 
aa much a threat to the G e m n  
defenden, as the Saviets ware. 

frcc rlcctions, which in turn prnvoked Sovici. inren~ention. Thc uprising the fonds of the RdAKFP 
was ct-11s11rcl wit11 sever.;~l I l~~ndrer l  PI-otcstvrs anrl police bring kill~d. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ k )  
Bcrlir~ ;~l.l;o saw clle crcation clf one of tlic strongerr and Ix~iing ~ ~ m h o l s  
of t t ~ r  <;old 12'ar. In at1 rh[li)rt to stop tllr drain of skillecl workrrs rrom AsavEa LE" A p h o t m ~ ~ h  

Eas~ Cer inar rv  (o\-er nr-o million since IP49),  the  leader or the CBR, shdnBapa*Of 
famlng a chain gang to c lwr  

IVdtrr I'l hrich~, set up b;lrrirades a l o r ~ ~  rhe Soviet sector's 30mile ham damaged buildings. 
hordcr orl 12 A ~ g t i ~ t  I !4f 1. 1 0  seal East Rrrlin off from f i r  M7est. Tlle brae had been devsslMed 
actioii sparked oft a m:~jnr crisis I~etwt'rr~ f i s t  and 'ryest Iji~t cwrr time, by the snd of the war, not only 

thr hirbcrl wire and harricarlr war1 praduallv made wav to bricks. mortar by the gmund-fighting but the 

and C C ~ ~ > C ~ C I P .  There w r r c  many aEctnPts la cros-, the wdl. many suc- bmb'ng that 
had started In earnest in tQ43. 

cerding. hut a nl~rnE~rr cnrlucl in m g r d ~ .  This rrm followccl bv a xisit 
'by Sergeant on 

Frorri I'rc\idrnt John E Kcnnrdv in Jri~w 1!).6?i and the signing of the 7 July $945. om, B u 8 w )  
Q~iatliipartiie .\gree~ne~ir in Sepreml>er 197 I that saw rhe l!'tlctcrn AIlies 
ol'fici;lll\~ r rco~ni7e 111e GDR in remrn for hrtter contacts l ~ r ~ ~ ~ e n  [he 
nuo I;(-rrn;~nys. With the ;it-rival nf Gorhache*v's Perestroika a t ~ d  Glasnost, 
selationr be twren East ant1 West quickly irr~proved un ti1 thr point came 
whcrchv the Eastern Bloc imploded in  a relatively hloodlcs~ srvnlution 
dnrina rhc winter of' 1989-90. TSv Oc101~t.r 1990, Gertnany had once 
agii it~ tlrcome a unifier1 co~1t1n-v and  the dvcision --a5  ken in.lune 1991 

1 that Rrrlin ~ ~ n u l d  once again bccome thr  capital of a ~initrd Ciermanv. 
The Lit-l-man Parliam~nt wozild move rrmn Iiorln and ren1r-n 1 0  its old 
seal of power, the R~ichqtag, which wns renovated henveer? 1995 and 
1999 IIV thc British ar.cIiitcc1 Sir Norman Fo.ster. 



A Soviet victory parade outside 
the ruins of the Reichstag. 
summer 1945. Stalin's desire to 

get to Berlin belcre the W&em 
Allies for polltlcal and strategic 

reasons ultimately cost the Red 
Army over 300,000 casualties 
and aver 2,000 destroyed tanks 
In more than 17 days of bitter 
lighting. (Toploto/Nowstl) 

THE BATTLEFIELD 
TODAY 

erlin today is a large, prosperous city l ~ a ~ i n g  an area of ju~ t  undcr 
e 900 sqnare kilorne~res and a popularion of around 3.4 millinn. 

The city was restored as the c r r ~ ~ n t ~ y ' s  capital in 1999 when thc 
C,~r~nan Bundestag (Parliament) moved rrnm nonn to i tq new homc in 
the rrrurbished Reichstag. Despite the euphoria of umihcahon, the. 
joining oP East a n d  West Germanv (indeed, East and West Berlin) has 
not been w i ~ h o u t  i t s  pl-nhlems. and, while the Federal Repuhlic has 
stmggled urldel- the cost of financing the economic, finanrial and 
industrial recovery of h e  east, moclernizauon has not hren a5 rapid as 
manywould have liked. This has led to rhe growth of extreme right-wing 
political elr~nents (particularly in the e a ~ t )  who have directcd their 
anger at foreigners, mainly Turkish ~vorkers, who have bccn the target 
of a numher of rarist attacks. 

Berlin sit3 in the middle of an arra krlnwn from medicval times as the 
Mark of Brandenburg, now called the Bundesland (Fecleral State) of 
Brandenhurg. In 2003, the 23 adn~inistrativr districb were reduced to 
12 in an effort to rerluce hurranrracy, but many of the old district names 
continue to he used. In the middle of the city l i er  the hroocling and 
monstrous Fernseht~irrn (73' Tower), a usefill nrientation point visible 
frnm most of central Berlin. The Unter den Linden, tIlc hshionable 
avenue of aristocratic old Berlin, extends from tho Braxidenburg Gate to 
Alcxandcrplatz, once the heart of thc Gcrman Democrattc Republic. 
Some of Bcrlin's finest museums arc on Museumsinsel in the Spree, the 
origimnl centre of the mctrnpolis. West of t l ~ c  Brandenhrtrg h t r ,  [he 
boulmrd  runs through Tiergarton, a hugc Iar~dscaped park. The 



A famlllar sight on the streets of 
Berlln for many months after the 
battle, indeed, a sight that could 
be tound in many cities all over 
Germany. as well as the Soviet 

Union. A German mother cocks 
for her famfly an the pavament 
over an lrnpmvlsed stove. 

Poptoto1 

Victory Column at its centre appearcd in the Wirn Wender's film Winp 
ufDesesir~ (1987). The commercial centre of West Berlin g1itiers-just to the 
south. The real revelation for visitors at the moment, however, is 
Fricdrichshain, once a grotty district fmured by backpackers for its 
cI~eapiless and site or one of the massive flak towers. Things are still 
chcap here by Berlin standards, but the area south of Frankfurter A l l e ~  
has suddenlv become popular for its mghtlife, with new bars and clul>s 
pupping up everywhere. South of the Brandrnhurg Gate, in area3 once 
occupied by the M1all, Berlin's newest quarter ha? emerged around the 
Potsdamcr Platz. During the 1990s this area underwent massive 
redevelopment under the archi~ects M5lmer and Satller and now 
contains a number or landmark towers, a shopping arcade, an 
entertainment centre and residential buiIdii1g.s. 

Therc arc, hou~ever, a few major remnantq orthe Third Reich and the 
battlc f t ~ r  Berlin that have survived. The first i s  a still intact wing of 
-Josuph Giihhels' Pmpaganda Ministry. just along the Mohrcnstraqce, En 
what used tn he called Ctlilhelrn Platz, from where h e  also controUecl thr 
Reichskulturkammer. the governmental department that controlled the 
arb. Sou111 along Wilhelmstrasse, which happened ro be the heart ofthe 
Third Reich, stands the rnrmer Keicbs Air Ministry, a harsh, unadorned 
qtnlctl~i-e which has become a finance and tax building. On one side is 
a mural lo the socialist ideal of the  workers paradise, a picture that is 
dotrbty ironic in that i t  repIaced the almost idcntiral NationaI Socialist 
mural, and acted as a rallying point lo thc workers who were striking 
during [he 1953 uprising. Further south along Niedcrkirchnerstrasse, 
which is in Fact thc. rcnamed Prinz Mhrechtstrasse, d t e r  a Ce~nale Soviet 
spy who was executed by thc Germans at k v e n e b ~ i ~ c k ,  lies the site 
of' a fbrmer art srhnol that was taken ovcr by the Gestapo and 



Sicherhejrsdierlst to become their headquarturr. the most chilling 
address in Berlin. The Gestapo eventually outgrew KO. 8 ~ r i n i  
Alhrert~&trasse and took orrpr paru of a nr~nlber oi'othcr huildii~gs in 
the disrric~, tlie whole complex I~ecoming known as Prinz AlZ~recht 
Terrain. There is now a muselm called tlie 'Topography of Terror' tllat 
rlisplays exhibits and photos from this terrible em to rcmmd people of 
just what happened here. 

Finally, tllere are the Rrandenburg Gate, thc site of the Rririls 
Chancellery (Reichsknnzlei) a11d Fuhrerhunkel, as wcll a? tho Reichstag 
The Brandenlnirg Gate has been refln-bished and was t~nvciled by BilI 
Clinton in October 2002. The Chancellery had iu red tiiarl>lle stripped 
from its d l r  l y  the Soviets aftcr t l ~ e  Second M'ortd War lo help rebuild 
parts or Berlin and construct thcir War Memorial over in Treptower Park. 
Some 5,000 soldiers are buriccl at thp site, a fraction of those who lost 
their lives in the baltle. The building was then detnolished. 1t was here 
that l l i t l ~ r  liar1 his hunker, located some 50 reel below ground, although 
it has now h e m  sealed. The Reichrtag was renovated by Sir Nurman 
Foster between 1995 and 1999 anrl still contains many walls that hale the 
gr f l~ t i  scrawlecl on them b~ Soviet solilieln. Other sites of inlcrrtst includc 
thu grdr7e or Marlene Dietrich in Friednatr Celnetely, the Flolzensee 
Memorial to d ~ e  thousands who clicd in the priqon there, the Berlin Wall 
Memorial on Bernauer- Strasse, thc Checkpoint Charlip Musrum a[ Lhe 
corner of Kockstrasse and Friednchstra~se, and the Peopl e'r Court, 
tvh~ch is now thr Berlin Constitutional Coi~rt in the Kammergeridit 
(Chambers oPJustice) on ElsshuIzstrasse. 

ils far as the Seelow Heights are concerned, the area is much as i t  was 
back in 1645 altl~ough improvements in rhe drainage syslem means 
thcre is much less swampland in evidence. There i s  a T-34/H3 erected on 
a plinth in the cpntre of Kenitz by the GDR Government with a plague 
that reads: '31 January 1945 - ICienitz, thc first place in oul- country to 
have been liberated Crom fascism. Glory and hnnour to thr fighting 
soldiers to the 5th Sllock and 2nd Guarcls Tank b y ' .  A memorial to 
the battle for the Srelow Heights lies in Scclow itwlf, along wit11 the 
graves of those Soviet soldiess who were awarded thc hero nf t h r  Soviet 
Union, but the main Soviet cemetery lies at the foot of t h e  Keirwein 
Spar that 1 m q  also used by  Zllukov as the site or hi? command post. 
Srnallcr cemeteries are scatterrd all across the area, orten in ihe villages 
and towns, and are well tended today, such as the ones in Sachsenilorf 
and Letschin. 
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