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ORIGINS OF
THE CAMPAIGN

\ the e 150 cntry e vas e most powerl s in
B e e i e s
Vo i v o i s 1 o meghbon
Fahmoe, o Fench K s i e rglom of
A s T T i it

e bnckatoue o King Chars VI xasordinsy
Ty 100 Chirs s s, e o s
S Vi o ) ek e s e o Ot
o o nda il b souhern ey v » o
s i

it
concep ot aion

ragmented into several sates, though
Among these lile sates Milan

i exis. As

e
with the Ottoman threat 1o ts overseas emy
cemed about the growing power of Naples, as were several other Italian
. Naples ol Tsrd heFrench i s croum s v oo on
the verge of war with Milan

A military upuhhnmn [ T——
o i 1154 and the o soves s s e s of
aemies— thoughany arence sk o AL he came

iy

A the Papacy was con-

achieved since th

Kitogh the oy mh.m o oty v e o, R

c o cconomic xhmstion aly was ether ol nor il
e sy el he suroundingsas e s
of Ouoman Turkish inva n some
‘military adventure by & youthful French king,

e far more immediate

THE FRENCH INVASION

“The French invasion of aly in 1494 was 10 casy that the rashness of the

original project seemed jusified. To begin with the French were

oppoied by nly thce llan e, Florence, e Papuy and Napen
while Mitan was an ally of France. Venice, with its powerful fleet, huy

elthand fecive sy, remained netral. Opeaions began when 3
vance forc enterd he norheresem falla cly of Asd

e 143l Mibmers o Papal-Neapolitan anmy based

au Faenza in the Romagna commanded by Niccold Orsini, Count of

7



Pitigliano. The joint FrancoMilanese force
included 300 infantry crossbowmen, 500 mounted
Crossbowmen, 200 Scors and 300 Swiss merce-
aries, 300 Milanese troops, plus an additional
D00 infaniry and 1200 heavy cavalry around
Ferrara. In August a French flet under Louis,
Duc dOrléans, elder cousin of King Charles,
siled from Marscilles to Milanese.uled Genoa.
Towards the end of that month Charles himsclf
left the Rhane valley at the head of a poverful
army heading for Turin.
i forces gathered, so did their

eapolitan-Aragonese fleet scircd
Rapalo, east of Geno, but within a few days the
Duc 'Orléans' fleet attacked Rapallo from the.
sea, whill his traops, with a Milanese contingent.

were rapidly overwhelmed, theis efforts o sur-
render were ignored and the garrison was
massacred by Swiss mercenaries who had little
interest in the chivalric code sl powerful in both

mark the progress of the French army’s marc

south through Italy, As Charles’ army o the Alps, Savoy sur:  ratm e ey
Tendered without resistance, as did the tiny states of Saluzzo and  pelntng by Badatear Estene,

‘ Monferrato. Charles and Louis now joined forces at Asti, which ST
thereafter remained the main French base in northern ltaly e el

nder the Duc Orléans. The alliance of lilian states hadl expected the
French to march down the casier eastern side of the peninsula and so

this was where they had concentrated their defences. To the west the

s so, the Dsupn,

eure. st cotcton)




i i i+

dles 1o block

weaker Florentine army relied on formidable ca
Apcrnine pescs, bt n he cvent, s v e rowte the French would
she. Evea' . the cumpaiga got ander way, Fporant chinges vere
aking place in Milan, where the sickly young Duke Galearzo died,
his uncle Ludovico It Moro, who now becan
held the reins of power, for several years.

elaned Mordano; once again the garrison was massacred. The main
foree under Charles oralled 1,500 French heavy

ance ),um(lhnm Romaguain umm The French flet, meamahil

ight Sperri, where a force of Swiss me
oty i 0 o Thi v e s welbphanncd
hough the behaviour of it troops was less impressive.

Late in October the French sacked the lile town of Fiviczano, mas-
sacred the inhabitans, and then looted A Florenine relief
force was defeated and the Florentine government surrendered sever
casis and towns Incling the por of Livorno, Ouilanked by m.

ythe!
g Wnde Orsini i "0 cstablish a def e T
e whie the Pape recald i ronps 0 defend Rome Canen

November. On

g L 1 e e P00 1
2 December he reached Siena. Two of the Pope’s most poverful
& lonnia, now deserted the Papal cause
i siue Ot where  subtantal French force soon lancd with the




Vil emered Rome n i bt by o
e French had marched thr wa
Veice and Ml In December he encts p hcir iy
an pled 1o eni 3000 addionsl mentarms, On 2
Tios

 Frencir e et




T o of Chitesu do
Geruit n th Histore 4o

i Glovanni — and massacred the entire male population when
S e P of he Neapaian ey

walley. Two loyal Neapolitan gencral
Orsini, now retreated t Nola, where they were later captared, while a
third general, Gian Giacomo Trivulzio, offered his sersices 1ot
French. Four days ater Charles VI entered Naples itsell

rthern Italy’s Respon:

Whi Chures VI and i omourage e her amph i the Vil

Pogglo Reale, Venice confimed i condlotor il contct, v

ncsco Gonyaga, the young Duke of Manta and agreed 0 pay

fes Charles was

nndering vt suppor be b among i
Napls

A tenible and entiely new sickness also spread
upyin arny an the cidochs of Neple. Known ¢ he
“French Disease’ by the ltlians, and the ‘Mal de Naples' by the French,
this new horror was, in fact, sypils which had bec brought back from
the newly — discorered Am

Ludovico Sforza of Milan as soon sounding out the possbilty of an
andiFrench alliance and the response s so encouraging that only
Florence and the pardall French states of northavestern Il declined to

icas by Spanish salors

T League of Ve even hoped 0 ncluce King Herey VI of Eng
ihough this o never happened. AL it he Frnl v onied by

cvents, Venice and France having long been friends, while
2 o ally during Carkes masion. New, eweve, e o
of French domination outseighed such considerations.




OPPOSING LEADERS

THE FRENCH

arles VI, who ruled from 1453 (o 1408, came 10 the
et the age f 19 he s o ld with long sindly g,
bulgy eyes, a big flat mouth, a long hooked

oversized head,
nose and had 4 reputation for being mently backward. In 1492 he
1ok over the reins of power but sill had his head in the clouds of
medicval romance and chivalry. The weakminded king saw himself as
the new ‘Emperor of the Exst'. But his campaign in laly was a disaster
and three yearslater Charles died, probably from a brain hacmorrhige.

well as wars. During the

and had taken part in several negotiations as »
abiy

5 de Gié sometimes, but not i

lalin campagn of 1045
ianded the vanguard.
Jean de Foie, Vieome de
farnous military family, though he va
“and his son, Gaston IV, Comte de Foix, would play a far me

Narbonne, came from an even more

membe
prominent role in subsequent Italian W
Philippe de Commynes recalls Jean de Foi
rshal de Gié as his most notable contribution t the battle of Fornovo.
wccessful military

Louis 11, Seigneur de la Trémoille, was a more.




leader, his ancestors having been closely linked with St Joan of Arc. Louis
11 de la Trémoille was 35 vears old in 1495, a skilful organiser, and above
alla commander who recognised the importance of the ner mobile field
ey, s King Clarie’chasmberkain hi i rol s 1o e nar

oo won de

the king, but his actions before and during the batle of F
Ia Trémaillethe title of ‘Le Chevalier sans reproche
There were several leading lialian soldiers in the French a

and experienced condotieri. He was a member of 2 famous Milanese
family which had supported the Guelph (pro-Papacy) faction agins
Ghibelline (pro-Emperor) since the 11th or 12th century. T
s e ot g, st s o il ot
for Naples in 1488, There Trivulzio transerre his services to Chasles

VI and agreed to raise 100 heavily armoured men-aarms for 10,000
facomo Trivulrio’s atitude to warfare was both
f Renaissance ltay, When the French Ki

Money. more &

80 Aerva ot L ducars a year. G

Gioacea o sl
him what was needed 1o wage war he rep

alvays money.

- THE LEAGUE OF VENICE

g Ialy produced many colourful military leaders. The 20year
p

Renaissance
old Duke of Mantua, IV, was fore
as short, popeyed. snubnosed and excepionally br
e s he it kght n sy, The Gonrag il e Mana
from 1328 to 1707, but this was a small, poor and sulnerable stte whose
e wadsiondih hircd shemmces oo s prof

d vas

sional condouieri, miltary I

neighbours. Francesco G

wnate in marrying lsabella dEst,

husband was off fighting other people’s wars.
Nevertheless, Francesco was still inexperienced
when the Venetians first offered him 3 condotta

been captured by the French, and Gian Giacomo
French service. the

Trivulzio had eniere
Venetan Senate rather reloctanily appointed
Captain

Gonzaga commander
General, in 1495, on condition that he have his

more experienced uncle Ridolfo Gonzaga by his
side

Ridolfo Gonzaga was a younger son and so had
to ek s fortume oside Manuz He took part
in the Franco-Burgundian wars, 8 much of

et iy v e e s e whon
he fought with grear reluctance. Ridolfo was,
I who had no

howeser, a quarrclsome individu
compunction about exceuting his own wife for




The San Severinos were an influential Neapolitan family, many of

Ludovce's deciion toplace Galeaz#o n command of the Milnese army
hich e the o experience Tkt to cnir Neapolian senice
salcazzo was also considered the best jousier in Taly, several of his
‘U.w,x costumes being designed by Leonardo da Vinci. Although
7o was  fin sldes b was 4 weless generl. Gasare i S

is passionate interest in tournaments, his sole concern was o preserve
his own tenuous rule aver Bologna. Giovanni Bentivoglio was, however
excommunicated and driven out by the warlike Pope Julius I in 1506,

sehool.
osgar B was fist elected s proweditore, or controller, of a lage infantry force
195.
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OPPOSING ARMIES

THE FRENCH ARMY

= he developmentof permanent professionl armies s one of the
ant miliary developments in 15th century Europe. By
Kingdoms like France and Spain were

on virtually the same cconomic level s the more advance I

h century I

‘and this spelled the death-knell for the independence of

Tor Venice whose great wealth enabled her to survive for another three

“The army which Gharles VIII led into Ty was the creation of his

panies were billeted in_towns, where they imposed a considerable

financial burden. Another novelty was. the inclusion_professional

iofantey for the st ime. Support services ncluded bakers, ailors,
seamstresses, farriers and armourers, while tents and wagons were made
tworder in many different

Witary e, howeser, had changed I, atough the chivaric
code vas shifting away from an old emphasis on indiidual prowess
towards an ideal of serice t0 3 secular lord. A new autitude of victory at
all coss was already challenging the medieval concern for gendemanly
behaviour. Comsequently some Lie-15th century French miltary leaders
found common cause with mercenaries from regions such
Switzerland, where the chivalric code had never taken root
arms were sl the main stiking

important infantry and generally regarding firearms with horror, At the

same time these Frencl men-atarms were regarded as the best heavy

cavalry in Europe
Their companies were, theorerically, subdivided into 100 lances,cach
lance ideally consisting of six men: the man-atanms, his squire, two
hers were.

archers, and two pages, though only the man-atarms and a

usually expected to fight. A company was normally led by a capiain
asisted bya icutenant, a standard-bearer, and several other officers. The
captain was given one fivre or pound for each lnce in his company, the
Jances alo receiving an allowance of food, fuel, and horse-fecd.

According o Du Costume

Miltaire des Francais en 1446', the men-atarms ‘when they g0 (o war,
are commonly decked in entire white haress (full plate armour]. That
is to say close cuirass, vambraces, large gard-braces [for shoulders and






upper arms], g harness, gaundlets, sallet with visor [probably meaning
fomm of armet protecting the eniire head] and a small bevor which

cones only the chin. French men-atams were also distinguished by
their especiall heavy lances and maces, and lacked the leather horse-
amour widely wsed in ltaly. Compa

light cavalry in the French army,
or econnaissance.

10 this élite there were very few

wch troops only being seen as useful

15th
of goodqualiy foot

The presige of infaniry had risen considerably by the

century. Nevertheloss recruiting sufficient numi

soldiers remained 2 problem in 4 country which had lite wadition of
infanny
money 1o hire mere

s result the French government relied on taxes for

aries, mostly raised and led by professional
Gapains. Each regional or forcign group of infantry had ts own i
st support service, each company being placed under one of four
regonal Captain Generals. They included archers, crossbowmen and
spearmens the latter were ofien called pikemen, though as yet few had
inined in the e Swiss pike tactics. The best indigenous French foot
sudiers included_ Gascon light infantry and. crossbowmen from the
Daphiné in the fur south-cast of France. The Swiss were the infantry
it having ousied the Englsh ongbewmen from this posion, bt
o o

B i pikes paberds, chosbom
archers and Genoese crosbowmen,

French and mercenary infantry normally fought in close formation
and vere only lightly armoured, as ‘Du Costume Militaire des Francais
e 140 stated: “the archers wea legarmour, sallts, heavy jacks lined
with inen, or brigandines [a scale-lined jerkin], bow i hand and quiver

Side . There i also a manner of folk armed solcly in habergeons [a
soromof mai i, sl g legearmour who are wont

i hir hand  sort o drt which has  bpoad head and s called

an oxtongue (4 sort of siafl weapon].

ke crosor was by now an exiverncy povertal weapon, ofen i

2 haniguns, Scotih méantry

posedi dote 1461, for 5.
Covary man at e s
Farmae, Pari]

(0PPOSITE ‘Can andth Gityof
ot n 3 Franch manuserit of
ht oven the teading iures i

astel bow

relavely
B earcn on hoetact. he momiod e Doy
could not, and they should be categorised as mounted infantry

The French artllery s generally considered to have been the most

complte piae ype. k. 1, 65,
Biothaaue Municipse, Micor)

i



advanced of the day. It consisted of five bands or trains based in differet
parts of the Kingdom, cach having an array of farge and small cann

Those who operated these artllery bands formed a separate corps within
wn from traditional families of expert gunners. The

the army, often dr
arillry taken to ltaly i 1494 was commanded by Guyot de Louri
0. The command strucure of cach French

ded 1 of the gu-carriages, a treasurer, a guard
phur and.lead, snother guard for the loading

cquipment, & captain of mines and approaches, a guard of unspecified
e artilery engines,” plus six finance and administrative officers. Other
personnel included gunners, asistant gunners,loaders, firers, carpenters,
masons, drivers, miners, smiths, wheelwrights, and pioneers.
Th i guns vere drawn by tamsof hores,Fher han e e
French

il used in Haly, which made them more mobile. Above a
i g e of bl el ey, which, ke the vemie g

uge cannon fashion
been abandoned. Guns could now achieve substantial ranges, though
they were wsually fired from

shot balls the size of a man's head, whereas smaller culverins and falcons

enabled gun-barrels to be clevated

larger on four, though the rear wheels, often carrying ammunition
boxes, were detached when firing. Improvements in the consistency of
gunpowder and a greater use of metal cannon balls sinilarly led (o the
sbandonment of carlier forms of loading, where a large tmpon

\oorden phg had been used to contain the expansion of the gases when




a gun was fired, tumpon and bullet then popy of the barrel like a
L

champig




= shoting contst,

v ot by o
e f oo Kot e

An armur in ‘Gotie or German

i oo n st

Franc. The meal i in wesen armoue

i > a Freneh o
Johan Hill, armourer to King Henry VI, this consisted of: ‘A pair of hose
 conde wihowt vampeysand cot ¢ ke and ined with linen coih. A
pair of red leather shoes laced and fretied undemeath with whipcord,
Hncd i inen. o whicsbatons (oot semour)ae Fsencd under the
A peyeone Sthout sicves and double [owr the
ight ‘v.m\ collar, and certain eyelets on the
i defences].” When it came

+ ut on th sbaions
ech

Hoe et sarape. Then fcnallthe arrio;
of [breast and back) plates of tweanty pous
ebraces with two forlocks in front and three
Then a pair of vaunt bras [vambraces] closed v
vopdous of mall and fested. Then a pai ofgloves |
Iy the [heraldic] coatarmour over this. The old bascinet
n e 15t

epiaced by an armet o sallet. The arming doublet had s rep
Tt mail auberk worn over  padded aketon. It was again .mmun bt

only included relatively small pieces of mail o protect the fe
out which s 1 turm now kw3

wulnerable gaps in full
i armoutor whit harnest
“The most common form of infantry defence was the fabric-covered

example,
v coud b wornwih i o
e verlon, the

s g o ot il
gl el sees o devlopedn
ons were made in

oheoncers being con



centrated in Pais, Amiens and Rouen, They were
ko remarkably cheap.

The Size of French Forces
Much more information exists or the forces of the

Ber 15 cencry than about e el

armics, though it is often contradictory. Th

B i 1l 1o 1454 v pochably the
gt s i France for six centuries. An lalian

abserver named Belgiojoso sent two reports o the
Duke of Milan in lae March 1494, stating that the

ances (6,40 combatants), 4,800 Swiss infaniry
14800 crosbowmen, of whom 500 were mounted, plus 8:300 other foot
Soldiers —  total of 30,340 men. Another lalian inteligence report sid
{hatthere were 600 men in the Royal Guard, 1,600 ances ofsix men each,

200 Scortish infunty,

Gascony, plus fiekd and siege artilery. A French source claims an even
igher (ot of no less than 100,000 fighting men: 10,000 heavy caalry
. 5000 Birton speamed nfanc

00 arilery horses, and

st support services,
The snior ey iy olcers ppear 1o have been Kbt

remberg from Licge,  German Knight named Bese e
Bugundian Loul dc Jander Inadlion he Fench msion force b

nassance hnwHunu‘mpy)n\m\h( Spanish manner, The Suiss infantry
marched in three bands or regiments, the pikemen commanded by
Capiain Studer, the halberdmen by an_ officer from Basel named
2,000 handgunners of unclear origin marched behind

try included 24,000
French archers gencraly called larrons or brigans and 12,000 Breton

Schuter. Around
Henri de Wysen from Holland. Lowerquality infa

making a total invasion force of over 40,000 troops. A further 8,000

othors photor
Wuseum, Karamon)



n i

Nalian cavalry quently added while
Gharles was marching t Naples.

THE ITALIAN ARMIES

Talian woops and governments were fully aware of technological and
other miltary developments north of the i 1 Bsalos Thg
in i

Py st i et o plenty of
experience of recent foreign invasions, though not on
Ghirles VIII's expedition, whike lalian professonal mercenaries took
part in wars in the Iberian Peninsula, France, Burgundy, Germany,
Hungary, the Balkans, and the near and Middle Eas

Similarl, the idea that taly's internal L5th century wars were virually

bloodtrec’ was a myth developed during the 16th century, partly to
explain the failure of ltalian armies 10 preserve lly's independence
during the early 16th century, Closer studies show that casualy rates in
1sthcentury llian warfare were comparable to those seen ehewhere in
western Europe and the soldiers involved fought just as hard as their col-

Teagues in other countries
The sccond half of the 15thcentury saw the emergence of per
manent miltary estblishments in various parts of Itly, though on a
smaller scale than in France. OF these, the Venctian army was probably
the strongestand certainly the best organised. That o Milan consisted of
the Duke’s own professional howsehold cavalry, plus conscript infanry
s, but s morale and leadership had

while that of the Papal St
et the demands of warfare d

had also declined in recent ye






uctures of all i iy xpen 104 st ot
nately much great seen in larger s
!







Mo owords o wae o he type

ibilty o its commanders n the. s Venetian provweditor or

then be invited to join in
sth-ceniury smalllalian armies

et cotacton

OFFOSITE Tt s e
oo

26| Magors o i

cussions, In fact I
was very effctive; these being; remarkably similar t0 the administrative
stern 1 Heavy

structures of Byzantium and Middle E
caalry men-atarms could be mobilised very quickly, though the mobils
sation of large infanty forces ook much longer: Here the wealth of
Nenice, which enabled the Republic 0 mobile fser han e vl
clearly worried other lalian sates

alia the
but they were okfashioned when it came to cer
in baule,

auitudes, This cer
 of the élie sill
seeing the baulefield as  place to win indiidu The writer Luigi
da Porto, for example, maintained that it was better o take partin a fight

se in a small number

iy influenced individual behavion

involving hundreds rather than thousands, ‘beca

everybody's prowess can be sen’. Baldassare Casiglione’s famous book
o the ways of courtl lfe, 1 Cortegiano (he Courtier), gave the Tollowing

ish.or sl or b apon the
land, o in such other places of enterprise, he ought to work the

adsice: “where the courtier is in

e

wisely in separating himself from the multitude, and undertake no
and he has o do,
in the sight of nobl
A specilly i the pr
jone similarly urged a young knight not to gt killed or maimed

a sordid mann

ta T ot e ey
i VA, LAoSa T e e of b g

frre eslatimi fulogubion b oliat!

Great efforts were also made to- glorify a military carcer and
encourage recruitment through miltary pageants. By the ke 15th
In 1490 Alfonso d'Este and the Bentivoglio funily invited knights from
all over Tly and beyond 1o a great giosue; one team under Count
Niccold Rangano consisted of no less than six squadrons of knights
dressed as Turks, Hur

The internal organisation of la
of the French army. Most bviousy the Hlan lance only conssted of
three men: the s himself,  ightly armed sergeant and one







asis g " page ot mounted erynt and lackeethesountd cfiry et i

vwmemedbs  borih ofth Alp. In 154 however, the Yenedan crley trie vas o

oo g i vy

e s e sl peobably Formed  separate it i bate, promably cloucl
e 8 P o mocs i gt ey mradionof Bl org

st inthe Frencl

‘

alian lance

P "o Greek s
m Ml soldiers gy of those who initially entered Venetian service were ex-Byzanine

e smcond et 180 {1010 Greck origin the fust beng rechied in 1454, dring van
EPIRIMIIIIRT i e g Ot T e The e
o Faccamn. Qo 1 appearon e imkan mailand wererecordd in 1485 at vl
. Basel 15th century, the majority of these stradiott seem to have come from the

Albanian, Slav and Viach or Rumanian-speaking communities of the
western Bilkans. Fearless, effective and cheap, they were recruited from
close Kinship groups and had a sery strong loyalty 1o their own leadery
‘many of whom were from the feudal aristocracy of the western Balkans

Ging




Litle is known of the internal organisation of Venetian stradiots, but they
proba into groups of a
guem being seen among Chrisian voynuq Balkan auliary cavalry
tecried by the Ottoman Turks from communities similar 1o the s
i 1, 1485 Veice sl ensted 500 agutar armed vt g spear

scholars have identificd these mysterious troops as infantry sr
o, it i Rt ihe

The arms and armour of the suradiott have been widely misun.

dersood, and while it was clearly lighter than that of a western
manatarms, the stradiotii were not necessaily unarmoured. Philippe
de Commynes, who fought at Fornovo, wrote that they were similar to
Spanish light caalry “ Ia jinete’, and looked like Turks except for their
lack of  turban. Venetian sources indicate that some stradiout were
armed with bows, though their most common weapons were light spears
which could also be thrown, and light swords, used with a smal form of
elmet called a cappelletto de Albanese and small shields, which often
appear rectangular i the pictorial sources. The most common form of

i who accompanie the Bandine Emperor o VIl (0 lalyin
8 vere regaded as an armoured die compaed wit e ich
B o e thogh e b o e e
jinete cavalry who entered Byzantine service during the 14th century
The declopment of infanny fores n 15tcentury Ly vassimia

permanent. infantry units known as provisionat, paid monthly and

organised in a similar way to the lanze spezzate heavy cavalry under per-

ot 2 syl that was
orosony doveiosed e






manenc contract, In vertime larger mumbers of provisionat were
enlised by condota and were backed up by local miliias,
Provisionat and contract infantry were raiscd and led by recognised
ptsins, some of whom formed an élite infanuy officer corps.
Campeig they operated slmost s autonomous wnits, including lanceri
(spearmen). balesriri (crossbowmen). arceri (ordinary archers bascd
upon English longhowemen), picchieri (pikemen_ reflecting Swiss
Snileneel, oldfashioned targhieri (bearers of lage shields o wanilets
{0 protct the crosshowmen), and rogulari (ight assaul infaniry distin-
ished by sl round shields). The characterisic [taian roncone

e o he i prove e agains he s Tl e cavle
amour and was gradually replaced by the heaver Swissstle halberd.
Thoogh mouaied erasinoen wert nchded in e Frnch e
1y P more. gicant vl Nl rmics. Movmted b
qunaers rarely used their weapons from horseback but were becoming

Known in Ty for oxer  bundred years and by the tme of the French
fmasion they were increasingly used in open bl C

inating lialian descriptions of the new hand-gun was witien by Pope
Bl in 1461: “The scopettum s aweapon invenited in Germany in our

{ime. It is of iron or copper s long a4 man, as thick as the fst almost.
cai o, Fowder made from charcoal of th 6 o il mised
i i ad i s poured o sh vl bl of e

unmhm\ il e front end. hrouga
pllole i he ack e nd s cxpodss e poncer vith such
focethat i shoots out the bl ke cap f thande .. No armour can

According 10 Frapcesca i Giorgio

aweraging 3 m long with a calibre
other words an infantry support weapon. Francesco
(i Giorgio Martini described the arquebus as & much lighter infantry

ot e wegin e 20 g
femice hiad a very advanced cannon-making induscry which was put
B i commans of s o sl proweiion In e 1480

o known 2 Pnorccie,
ot T contn. (s 0
Lo, par)




Whereas ltalian heay siege artil

s stll hauled by oxen or buffalo,

v
14905 in

Charles
stone balls, On
deiled inform
fired a stome bal

b

o espi
s alo interesing 1o

10
note hat the other milit

StMry Bram, Groata




O degli Orsini, recommended Ttalian artillerymen to use sm:
BB et et o i o )
Father than three loaded on top of each other as was done in laly,

n Tactics, Arms and Arm:
Tnciional i i i ok b Ot
of least effort, but such a staement can be very misleading. ltai

Srategy aimed primariy at cconomic targets, aceepting prolonged wars
ofatiion vith minor teiorialgains, e than aemping 10 vipe

outan enemy army. Closer sudy shows that Italian miliary leader
lly avare of mountain varfare and the use of matural u.wm

ains or lowland waterways and marshes.
e T pirees

ch,
s bonren. Bt Imlan e fortilicaons did more ihanproveta
buggage train; they served as mobile bases n the wars of
e thiich i Siechoem » new o of i lighe e
e nd stk e forifcaions el ey o s e ot <t
here i vesicrn Europe. The boak on iliry aflars weitien
Iy Orso degh Orsini for the King of Naples in 1477 was based on his
experiences n Venetian service and described the role of asaultinfantry
in defence-counterattack tactcs around field fortifications. They were
armed with swords and small shields, short spears, javelins or saff
= o e et
fighting in apen b, Halian infaniry normally included karge
o crombovaen wearing ight armour backed up by a smalles nu
more heavily armoured spearmen. All infantry were trained o act i
dose coraperation ith friendly cavalry and 1o aitack enemy horsemen
Jather than foot soldiers. They would aiso engage the enemy in rlatvely
awoiding frontal assaulis but moving fast and atiempung (o

ey o both

open oder
Hitthe en
s continued to use

el

Compared with their infantry Talian men-atas

atively sl fo again_operating from field-fortficaions.
Acconding 1 Diomeda Cara wriing in 14783, each such charge was
i cavalry skirmishers, then came

Tighter men-at

preceded by an advance guard of
e mo bl amourd metatarm, s ol

nice played
i result of et experiences in the Blkans. The Turks had, o
eady raided decply into the Venetian-ruled Friul r

and here misedforces of heavy and light

exern Taly several

e oo d shown dhr skl forming advance
s eeguardy, b the o nd Il aing, 0 ars i
h Venice had excelled for centuries. In

B i o an
Muslim-Turkish enemies: repeatedly charging and withdrawing. then
connterattacking  foe who had become disorganised. Another feature
{hat disinguished a stradiot charge was the speed and apparent reck.
lesnesswith which it was delivered

Jian Renaissance saw & great deal of theo-

Not surprisngly, the It
vetcal waiting on the ar of ortification and siege warfare. N

{Rtnars phtograoh: . 14077,
A e, tao



defence remained dominant, despite an increasing use of canon and

more recently explosive mines In fact there seems o have been greater

‘added ahead of the moa, New fortifications generally relied on rounded.
rather than angled towers to provide glancing surface against cannon:
alls, while the bases of towers and walls were strongly fared outwards
for the sume reason; casements were sometimes inchuded o permit
counterbatery fire

Since northern laly was & major manufacturing centre for arms and
amnou, e cqipmentof i oops vas gneraly good. B el

Artculated metal horse armour abo appeared around 147080,
though hardened leather hore-amour was sill mare characteriic of
Tl heavy cavalry. There even scem o have been experiments wilh

artieulated leg armour for horses in Austia n the sumne period,



The Size of League Forces

inued (o gamison important places like Genoa.
The League amy commanded by Francese

proweditore, Bemardo Contarini

Medical Services

i contrast to the amaing strides made in the arts

and several sciencesduing the s o cenuies

numble barber-surgeans received six ducai. Some
he armies,

though les for the benefitof injured soldiers than

for the chance to leam about iving anatomy ata

ime when the disction of corpses could be

frowned upon
I is also interesing 10 note that modem

balls, rarely caused fatal wounds to @ man

ration of $ mm thick plate armour at 0" ang
pencirate 11 mim through a 2 mm thick plate at the sume angle

depth of 42 mim, faing 10 penetrate even | mm plat at 40 anle

atack. Given that the thinner plae was o

an effective kiling weapon.



| OPPOSING PLANS

THE FRENCH

e i i s
ek, i s roaly e Lo marck i Fam i Sl

s Berceto rather than over  lower prss (ma. 915
metres) directly o Borgo Val di Taro surely resulied from Knowledge
tha e o of Bereeto A al e oee casies s repare 12 suppen
the French. T

since the road along the western ban
rn. French tactics in the subsequent battle completely migjudged
e League's intemtons, though dhis is by surprising sice thei
s were highly unusual from the French perspectie. They
o w atack 10 be Lunched against their front, nd so
i vanguaie wes e veeyseong, Some Hitrians hve suggesed
i Tl who e he French o e thei e Frec
most undefended to lure Cdan seaclot mvey rom

O . B emsiannh B

‘ THE LEAGUE ARMY

“The e intentions of the League commanders remain 3 matter of
debate, contemporary sources having been coloured by the course o
i main problen s 1o amilpe which roue the main

| 10 Follow the cons, some thought he wonid am for Modena and
| st i Ventee ant M, s athers sough vt vt e

his original seps via Pontremoli dircedy into the Duchy of Milan at
Parma. Even afer the French army reached Pontremoli there were
doubts about their next moxe, several League commanders expecting
‘ them t0 go via Borgo Val di Taro and Piacenza to Nov

Orléans was already besieged by other League forces, There was also a

ct, where the Duc







AIGHT Maryrdom ofSanta




Charles army could be destrayed would have been regarded as widly
aptimisic by the Venetians, and probably also by the Milanese. In Fact
Jeters from the Venetian Senate to its proweditori instructed then t©
defver a shock 10 the French, but abore all 10 keep thei forces intact.

and agree among sourselies
without waiting for furdher orders or mandates from s

League batdeplan at Fornovo, drawn up by Francesco

weaga’s uncle Ridolfo, was to avoid 3 major clash with the powerul

French vanguard. This would be diverted by a fein atack while

powerfil blow against the tight flank of the French cenire and rear

onders of Ridollo Gon,
about

finself, These precautions suggest that

e Lesgue army, and about the culiure of personal glory which 100

they were supposed 1.
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THE CAMPAIGN

THE RETREAT FROM NAPLES

ing Chiarles was extremely angry at the news of the formation of

Asti. In the event this army only imposed a loose blockade on Ast before
being forced o retire when Orléans reccived rcinforcements from
France

On 20 May Charles finally left Naples with 970 lances, 200 men-at
arms from his own guard, other household toops, Trivlzio's cavalry
company and 5,

80 infaniry, including a few Scottish guards and around
5,000 Swiss. In addition there were the artiller and a large number of
non-<ombatants. He left behind around 4,700 troops under the Comte

de Montpensier, and the day Charles marched north, King Ferrantino

crossed from Sicily to Calabria to begin his campaign of reconquest

Pope was nervons as Chiarles spproached Reme and so moved 10
Orvito on 37 i ot e French s behmect el duting the
hree days they occupied the hol cy: Philippe de Commynes b
news of the larg

arny the Venetians were avady asemiting. Several
French commanders feared that Maimilian of Germany would trap the
French at At b Commymes confimee that there s, 3yt e

crosing the Alps. Charles
proclaimed that he merely
wanted (o rewrn home
peacefully, but rust had cok-

lapsed and  negotiations
came 10 nothin

Pope urged all lalian states
o resis the French,
Charles had hoped to
find the Duc d'Orléans
with 8000 men at
Pontremoli. At this stage

main obstacle 1o the

King learned that the Duc

The vtage of Sanig, on the



e ——

Onéans had seized the Milanese cit of Novara with 3000 caalry and
4000 infantry,rather than coming south (o join Charles force. Orléans
Stden coup did not lead t0 2 general revoltagaiost Ludovico Sforza, s
had heen expected; instead it resulied in greater antFrench fecling
scross norther Ll Worse il ighened ence n 3 dechion o
figh e i

i e B i o e i of et g

[ty

o dirccty to Pisa, There, hoverer, he.

came face 10 face with the contradictions French policy had ereated.

Florence had agreed to let the French control Pisa, but only unil the

Pkl e e e inde.
a

ol P Republic: Whie mos ein French commanders fvoured
Feturning Pis to Forence, since the Florentines were among their e
emminigllis, mos o e Jaor Tk wer ympaihcte 0 s, Some
commanders just wanted to get back to France as quickly as possble;
Trivurio urged an immediate imasion of Milan © overthrow Duke
cferred Kon

scire ts flect.
Inta the macktrom of conflctng apinions the Pians threw a picce

of heee guaraed 1o nfluence he romanic nd someviat sk
o thost beautiful Pisan adi ral

daugiers o h eding cions enered e bll nd v st
s’ feet begging lim not (o teaum their city 1o Florendine
e e e e A B

#



s ke nd e rench s were s 0 defnd he
1 suategic a resul Charles

a. The fires
s the French prepared (0

Notsuprsigl the Svs e out of fvour wih s e ol
Towing o ere whmecred to b e il e he
as the tny Erench flct under de Miol
st been deseoed unkde. Tapallo by » misod Ganocse a0
qadron. The four French




olognese contng
gl bl the sioe o F
aples caused great excitement among

League woops.
Venice had already lent up t© 2000 soldiers o

h boory

Signed with merceary capt .
join the League army at Seniga,

Those commanders who assembled st Serigs
included several who had fought for Venice i the
14805 Marco da Martinengo, G

Savorga of Udine, 1000 G

Lodrone.

s known about the Milanese, except

ibelline politcal faction opposed.the

dhat an it force of men-

s from the adiions

They were led by

ermonting Vicomtt” The. relucam Bolognent comngent nx

numbered 1,200 cavalry and 2000 infaniry: a tiny and even more

reluc uni sl e
ced

t from Ferrara by Duke Escole d'Este, and

THE ADVANCE TO FORNOVO

hen nary brovant
o o S i rmy

While the French in Naples won 3 victory over the Aragones
St o, v i comd o 1k sy i S Iy
fortunes in southern Tly. A few days Jatr, League troops under

French i
(althoughsupero in igh oy,

bers of m
ey conid nly mpomes boriaill
Francesco Gonzaga assumed command of the- son 21 June and
led it across the Po River a na ol Parma. O e

mored up the Taro Vley to ll\r monascry of Garol, vhere Legoe










Gonzaga, his uncle Ridolto Gonzaga and the Count of Caiazzo rode
south and, secing the F cance g
watch them. As Trivulzio presumably negotiated with R
ahead on reconnaisance with

10 men-atarms but was ambushed by the
sradiot ncar Fornovo on 1 July. The French were routed and div
back towards a unit of Genan infanry, the lac

ter's gunfire ki

L
o four German foot soldiers, their heads
being ke bock 1 he League cmp by sradioi
for each head. A German officer

skirmish, along with three

old duca
wounded and captured by the
serdiot, but undes ntesogaton back at Girola he

vinced the Le

apparcny co
e commanders that the French were much

than they were. De Gié retreated back to Terenzo, where he and

e e s et

| ! thathrs photoaphy




‘Trvulzio sent Charles urgent appeals for reinforcements, For is part the
Lesguc army was cheered by this success over a much feared foe and
saged a religious celebration. Unfortunately the skimmish also seems 1o

i made

wdrive the French from Terenzo.
e the msin French force left the Magra valley outside Pontremol
o0 3 July they did not head sright for Borgo

bt cronsed the higher Cisa Pass towards Ber
Berceto. The narrow mountin path had © be widened and smoothed
0 that the Swiss could haul the artlery across not one, but o
mountain crests which rose to 973 and 1030 metres respectivly. In
sdition to field guns the artilery

rought by Spersia

i novw included 16 heavy cannon

From the top of the Cist Pass the terriin is  broken platcau as far a5
Cassio, with meadows and villages. In fact, it looks Tke much of the
estern Balkans where many Veneiian stcadioni were recruited. The
oae el ends o follow hillops and ridges, often with sieep drops on
both sides, From Cassio 0 down heavily

Soktr i  martyrsom seone, &

wooded hillides, From Terenzo and more humi
he conntyside consis o fekls and orchards. chough the rad sl
follows sy stecp gradicns
Thisthe seating S nanry o ros. They s
(0 guns which would normlly b il res

Tl Keg of powder or some picce of e
B e e e i e e el ol
inspiracion seems o have been Lois de la Trémoille, who shared the

men'swork, danger and sweat, promising ten ecus o angone who reached

he summit befor
On 3 July Charles reached Berceto, where the gates had been lft
apen by Bertrando Rossi who also handed over the castles of Rocca
Lunzona, Rocea Predabalza, Comana, and Rocca Maria. Not sur-
ers at Giarol were horifed by this defection,

ol also formed part of Ross?'s domain
Butworsc was 0 come when, on 5 Jul, Rossi' o e over he
e of Caromy, oeroking Fornow el Formoo Lyt the juncion
s, Caraea

o s stengihen s remning

biposs 5. Oppino snd Goane, Do th shonon e o

e ot e, Mesile h Feneh segnnd s i Eormro
the S found a age amoun of win,sversl e iinking
ey o s in e el

B - o s s S o, oy e o et
dious. At one point a party of 50 French or Tlian light cavalry under
G Gincome Teivsio cinshed ilh thes sradiot, and were agin
defeateds the swradiou retwmed (o the League camp ouiside Garola
with a French flg, some captured horses and prisoners, phus the heads
of shin enemies. These minor successes, and the fact that the French




PRELUDE TO FORNOVO, 21 JUNE - 5 JULY 1495
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1o Pisa but Trivubio angued in favour of pressing on and he won e
argument. That night there was a great storm with heavy ra

and as a result the French were extremely tired when morning came.
s entio.

s a pas he

some cannon 10 avoid a ullscale bate, but hilppe de Commynes

withouta clash. The L. ers lso held council, one of he
i in fvour of i he French pss rathr than

e

agreed, b the Count of Caiazzo wanied o defend Milanese eritony
the Duchy of

French were allowed through.




THE BATTLE
OF FORNOVO

e moming f 6l 1465 davmed overcs bt he i v ool
e Torces o0k up their

ind the tain had stopped as the
oo 1 Free e e gt P, The o
guard under Ranuceio Farnese consisted of 700 infantry and 5,000

Bt e okt el L Lt oy The 460 mermaras of o i vnguard e ed
R e s e Y Franceco Gonaga il “wih Ridolfo Gonzaga by his side. Next
g o G Gncomo o

M A Aionk: Seasmpt: a0 S Bt £
Corsgio,Giogo S and orhes nables. & i o nder e

Toeee st weutse  Count of Calazzo included Milanese menatarms and soldies rom
iromom. e cotcton.  Parmi. A fourth dision nder Beniivoglio consited of his o

ams plus light cavalry from Bologna. A
division under Waliano da Carpi included his ovn

rms with 200 addidonal cavalry under
berto da Carpi, who had arived. o days
carlir. The League camp at Giarola was defended
by Vemetan troops under Carlo di Melita,

CROSSING OF THE TARO

Nearby there were several fords across the Taro: |
opposite Giarola, at Oppiano, between Oppiano
and Gualaiico, at Ozzano, and at Formovo. The
viver isel is subject o very sudden riss following
rain in the mountains. 15 bed s stony with many
the

decper pools which are hard to see wh
water is high. s banks vary, but are often steep
VAl ad pped with s ik bl o

almost marshy, while beond these Fise the steep
Slopes of the surrounding foothilk
Around dawn the French leaders decided 0

follow Trivulzio's adsice 1o press on — though
down the wesier rather than the eastern side of
the river. Charles VIII breakfasted, put on his

armour and mounted his great black horse.

e army attended a relgious service and beg
o cros he Toro ¢ Fornaw s for

o expectel ayack o b mad vpon the
vanguard. Charles himself s said to have been | 51




o

Yo sy that your grat desire vas 1o ke it na
fine big bate, Behold, your wish is fulflled.
| Others i the French army were less sanguine

e
Commynes thought this might be taken s  siga of

The bt o Fomovoas__ weakness, which t s, Trevisan told e Commmes’ herald 0 go 6 the
devil, b i messge, The |
iage o Gaons took council, which gave the French tme t0 cross the ver. Their reph

made e concessions: it sated that they would sellthe French foo if e

Venetians quicly eplied that notal |
miltary virtes entiely dead. Charles was infuriated by this answer,
Commynes was,in fact, sl between the lines when a briel arillery duel

erupted, but by then the French were already crossing the river to march
north once again. The Swiss infanuy ako st fre to @ casle overlooking

Fomovo, probably Carona
e French now numbered, 3t most, 900 men-atarms, 2500 Swis
infantry, 7,000 other infamry and around 1,500 servants. Their artillery
was aid 10 have only 14 heavy siege guns, perhaps indicating that o
rench artillery sill inchuded

at least 23 lighter field guns allocated tw the vanguard which was com
manded by Marshal de Gié and Gian Giacomo Trivulzio. The powerhl
Frenh vingandconiuedof 000t i 30 dmounicd

archers and Swiss under
Antaine de Bessey nna undes Engelbrsof
Cleves.anda large number of Gascon crossbowmen. They marched close
behi and some

mation. A few field guns appear o have preceded these infantry, but the
bulk of the 1,000 srong artllery corps marched in column © coer the
vanguard'stight lank,




The cenal dision f e French oy s

hably commanded by
Jean de Foix. It ot ety

train was under  certain Captain Odet. He, howeser,
found it impossble to impose discipline on the camp followers. One
surivor of the subsecquent débicle described the sitation: ‘One wanted
1o march, another 10 say sill. One wanted 1o eat, another o drink.
Some wante to fed and water their horses, others o hurry o the place
which was aid to have been set aside for the King's quarters, whercby
ey thrc themselves into growing confision.

army reportedly ssi it was: “As nice  day for

Someane in the League
a batle a could possibly be desired.” and they

zood reason to fecl




BATTLE OF FORNOVO

6 uly 1495, dawn to micay, viewed from the north showing il
eployments, he French crossing of the Taro and the Halian
reacton. Al tmes given are approximate.




ontden. Though mch of e Vnetan Ity mosf e ey
sty oy o seach Garla,the League acm sy ey o
Dudo’ e appes 10 have becn i the Roniags, while Contarins

| B
b

comprny was v O the other hand, a new unit was beng
T by Caeni e, g o e o camp. The
Milanese contingent may also hase risn 1o 2,000 infanry,

THE COUNCIL OF WAR
Neverdices he Lengue commanders seem e [E—
French move across the Taro, and so held a

where they

exising positions, and changed
5 The Count of Caiazzo with the main body of 400 M

cros the river ahead of the French vanguard o make  feint aitack ani
thus drav this,the langest French division, avay from the French centre



Sl atarnd 180 Blogs meatems e Benbogo
and Galeazzo Pallvicini would xemain on the east bank 1 suppor
i The ool civiion et Fraeact Gocasga ool statk

diretly across the river, aiming for the relaicely weak French centre. It
consisted of Prancesco Gonaga's own 492 men-acarms and up o 600
ountd caosboumen o i canl. s well s mam menmbers of s
housel nd

b ek e o i up
Gonsagac’s own attack if needed, this being led by Antomio di
Montefeltro, with 487 men-acarms wnder Count Gianfrancesco
Ganbaa, Luigi Avogadro and Soncino Benzonc. The let wing of 552

ite Venetian menatarms was commanded by Fortebraccio di
Martinego probably leling  orce of Venetian
supported by cavalry reserve under Haliano da

5 men-atarms of the OId Collconeschi and

number under Alessio. Beccacuio, plus 200 other light caxalry, 600

ounted erossbowmen and perhaps some light infantry. They would
follons the French across the Taro, then strike theirleftsice from the hill

berseen Felegara and Medcsano.

On what s o the Leagn
s defended by a 305 menatarms under Count Carlo da Pian i Melita
and Talian e Pi, with 1,000 Targely Friulmi infantry under Niccolo
Sorgna and 4,000 non-combatants. Most of the lightcr ield guns had
been moved down 1o the river bank near Giarola, but the heay canon
probably remained in the hills, perhaps guarded by the 100 infaniry

ronth 300 i e, uthor's
Pratoaranh



BATTLE OF FORNOVO

6 July 1495, cary afternoon, viewed from the norh-east showing the
League attacks on the French army. The moverman of League:
88 | tro0ps across the Taro is increasingly hampered by the rapily fising rer




Washingion 561

e Joan Mat, o remained nea b 1 il urher 100
ined at Gorlino’ — perhaps meaning Gaiano.

THE LEAGUE ATTACKS

The Lesgue army did not ancmp 1o avack unil around midde
pethaps ncding s e 1 edepoy e woop T fanking o
argely o sadiot i, hewever, vtk the sowog

i Lagage rin by g g v il W b

large
e Logue: m\.m,m nowwidlyspread o
 in the hils boyond the French
desroped e g
e uanes, g i esty soch e
Shooting vas unlkely at such a range. Firing continued for a quar
were Targely masked by the for

etween opposing forces seems to have been
\\huv "he Leage Nanking atick swouped down 1o aack the Frend
—presumablyvhen hey heard the gun.Chrles e some e

it

Tollowed e s ffess were kild. Their men reeated. bt e
ad already fulfilled thei task o divertng the French centres atendon
a dupon




e French bgege s il bt s ikl o ive e immedia Lok s v e o
Once under atack, the baggage train scemed unabl (o defend sl rom st sbov e
d

s il P he
o captive Orsini brothers ¢scaped. Fom R Tt
‘Meanwhile the Count of Cainzzo crossed the river and atiacked the foat nan aort o ek
Frnch vanguard. s mentarms were sopped by th Svis a3
1 recrosed the Tiro (0 their s arosdwhich g
Ftegars i, Auhors ph-

—

and most of the Milanese cavalry then
i ostiont.Soce, owere, rmained on the wes ok nd would
seappear later in the batte. Those infintry who had crossed in close

Support of Caiazzo’s caalry now found. themselves facing a counter
atack by the fearsome Swiss phalans. Many were from the Bologna
contingent, il particpants even t the st v ey e ater

field artillery. Both were driven back with heavy loss, the survivors
rereating across the river. Some fled 1o Parma, others across the
Mmountains tovards Reggio nellEmelia, but the majorit re-formed
sround the Giarola camp

GONZAGA’S DIVISION ATTACKS

League centre and left advanced at the same time, but the main
ancesco Gonzaga's division was diseupted because the River

atack b
Taro vas monw isng rapidly s a result of the night's storm. In fact the
centre had t cross further upstream than intended. It s worth noting

a1



hat the fords were sited where the boulderstrewn river bed was ar
owest. This made seme at low water, but at high water these would Have
cen preciely the places where the consricied river ran_deepest
Comsequently the centre and left both emerged from the undergrowth
‘which lined the river at similar points fcing the Freneh rearguard and
between i e French e

FRANCESCO GONZAGAS
DIVISION ATIACKS ACROSS

| e b o, .

oot st e e

Gonvaga's

followedty
Tight cavale s

Lipiion ot ek Ko 7

mations of ey horse. The fac tht the first wave of mentarms was
ounumbered m reserve
Sumoned rapicly. But thing ot 0 plan. T

hese enabled the French ce
vt change frond el he ronal smaul, Frunceco

1 in 4 feracious
hine i on
b before

than the King’s postion. Nevertheless, he led his v
charge which almost succeeded i breaking the

e leh, Fortebraccio charged the French rearguard, doi
8| e me b o i T e B S R AN e

o

b .
o oo}

obstruced by the

powered a watcramill near Felegara.
Twa companics

diision were now siek

ising water and by the Aqualada Canl, which

of Gonvag's

French cenral
né k. T which Chries Vil ok
Iy wrer sway

by e ereniy ld Franceso's e el B o e
im e thee hores Aillec hencath him and i word b, Since
e daysof Hector o Troy;’the man wrote, o one ever fought ashe dic
1 beliwe he kil ten men with his own hands, Andl 1 think you must
b sl some P for him, for indeed it s  mirace that he s e







By nons the rain hael retumed and, as a French participant recalled

ortebraccio’s men also appear 1o have
aack, e train. Most, however, regrouped around a
millresumably the one fed by the Aqualada Canl, and, though greatly
ounumbered, charged the French again —only o be driven back After

this some League wnits etreated towards the ford at Fornovo while most
made an orderly withdrawal across the Gualatico ford.
e s s

(m“mm s rode, found isel crossing what he deseribed as fields of

pad been a success. For thei

opponents it had been a disster; not becase they had been routed

Hom the ield, but because tw diflerent miltary cultures had resuted
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crosaud oy h o R ron. Hore an ancient ridgs had

they tied to surrender. According to Philippe de







ATTACKED

A GLOSE SHAVE FOR KING CHARLES




AFTERMATH

ythe late afternoon the armies had discngaged. The League com-
manders met o discus the situarion and, fearing that the encmy
sill intended to march on Parma, remained in the positions. On
the other side of the river Charles and his commanders met at Medesano
o discus their next move. Trivulzio and the other Halian condotieri
urged & prompt counterattack in the belief tha
axer Miln would collspse, but the French poi
was tired, 3 large part of the enemy force had not yet been engaged,
night was alling and the river wassill rsing. Nor wis there any sign that
b were, in fact, in con.

the League considered fslf beaen, The Frenc
army being divided beween the silages of
e Tateer only had one well and it was soon

sderable dode

Thac night Ghries” Geran uard for a fec of 300
cus, beating thei drums to keep up morale. A 19year-old page named
Pierte du Terrail, the Seigneur de Bayard, was also knighied by Kin
Charles for fightng with particular distinction. Pierre du Terrai
been  page 10 the Duke of Savo

1 Chares VIIL He would play a e
Taly belore dying of wounds in

¥ French invasions of

n i
' eering French iy




legend as the “Chevalier sans peur et sans
reproche

Having lost so much of their baggage, mostof the
French spent the night without tents, dry clothes
or food. The dead and wounded remained largely
unattended on the batieficld, as the French

ot v mork peginl et o
pictures seen and described by Alessandro Ben
in the Lesgue camp Some regarded it s an account of he Kig's

hers as  collection of Laly's

leading prositues.

THE RETREAT TO ASTI

A truce was agreed on the morning of the 7th to collect the wounded

ndbury th dea vnle Piippe s Commynes esared negotations

Inthe League cump rancesco Gonzaga asared de Commnestha the

Coptred e de Bourbon vas i wll neaed and aked that his

ele Rl be eeated the same. Hre the French representatve had
ad

The following night King Charles decided 10 make  dash for Ast, but

fought his vay 1o freedom during the batile of Fornovo, now offered his
serces 0 th Venetanpromeciors.

In fact the League army had suffered far higher losses than the
French though te e i 7% Saniesl O
report stated that they had los only
Vheres he League had los 35,000 e
pronedliors, Pers Dupdo, roe @ the St o 7.y climing
the French lost 2,500 d
it Lengae i s S0 et Rtk thse gl i
estimates were made in the excitement which followed the bate. Real
s were approximately 1,200 on the French side and 2,000 on the
League’s, including around 400 men-

300 of Gonzaga's cavalry divison had been kiled, as well as Ranuccio




French But no doult when yous men cleared up the ield they ound i
difcult 1o be sk of the nationaliy of

family suffere particulary heavy losses. In adition to Ridolfo
over half of Francesco's family m,m,.mm.\ tad e
inluding Angl Ml knom e pilar of

THE STRADIOTT

b
S G s i N o, Gutdo Marineogt, o
Gl Bt Al o G B G T
s e Lengoc

b o 12 oy s and o oy s e
st ot e e e
20 mchersof e

Gascon crosbonw e B e T win Thon
ety mamt oo s B, Copai of o Byl

‘ Guard, o yas Kl slong with s Scouish arhens when e

baggage vas ransacked, the commander of the mounted crosbowen,
Sewta et alfien s the Manbal of Feance, phis 160 oier
ot de Lowiers, commander of arillery, was aso Kiled, as

offcers.
v the Thyearold lon condotiere Fancso Secco. I addiion o
ons of leading

e e spat e o
et e pen st

|| g the night of 75 il e ot
76| Medesa

0 movement was intended, b

the hill behind Medesa

ting lost sl times b o

Tiicems (Bargo S Doniac) wousd middy. The

] e B i P Ay B
A the night outside Fiorenzuola

s normally hoeght 0 e reasine

e man bt letter writen on the nightof the 10u-11h vas sen

from Turre Rase' — almost certainly modern Torrazza — which

s i v g with S Swerio. 1 Fracas” oecupid
e night that

e ahe g e Tk b e
butthe ardller

2. The main force

ke

atarms and the Swis infantry were stll on the east when U




76

he Taro before it suddenly rose [ollowing rai in the mountains. Some
sources suggest that "Il Fracasa’ now received reinforcemens, these
perhapsbeng e by Francesco Gomrga el 4 davn tos, he

B e vl
radiot looking 1o harass them further

On the 100h the main League force fnally broke camp at Giarola to

includig many ancient states, was captured, while part of the garrison
e over the mountins under the command of

Bork i Parems King Charles'ceremonal helmet was aken in solern

oot e st e i g S o it
Leen asthe League’s vietory at Fornovos the rest of the French king's cer-
emonial and personl possessions were tken o Crema, Ordinary booty
st Aostis mecpts e hecAoet ety
dcring e ey go i share and e o he A comtin
hope of finding ships and buying their passage home. Six were later
arrested at Rimini, one in posession of King Charles gold s

ague’s left wing had. been wounded 12 times but
aer doctors removed several picces of broken bone from his skull




made a complete recorery and was walking around Venice widhin a few

\vecks. Niccol Orin offered teh gol coinsfor  rligious ceremony in

e fo his excpe and thes e e puic celraions i
f the basle

ached Venice — Fomoo

P —
Paaszo Bcal, ante)

g

rmed to reach Asi and the

Fracassa even sent Charles a message regretting
King sutable accommodation. On the 13th the French reached Capriata

Tinked up with the French garrison at Asti. His troops had masched o
00 kilometres i eight days with ltle food and even less drinkable
water. The journey had been, according to Philippe de Commynes, ‘the
roughest I ever made in the course of my life, and 1 had some trying

Immediately Charles reached Ast, a knight named Philippe de la
Couldre arrived with news of the serious siuation in Novara, which had
e Flocumic ka1l by U g o Ol & S S
and Bernardino Contarin, based at nearby Lumellogno. Contarint's
Swadiotti proved particularly effective
reaching the French garrison, but the L

g oo e perege T ey o i Levgie sraup, | 77,




THE FRENCH WITHDRAWAL, 7 JULY-7 NOVEMBER 1495
F
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iero Duodo,
h, Francesco

Gonraga main

THE SIEG! OF NOVARA

Once reassred that the rench force intended t remain in ASS
the League forces foined \huxnlm;(h\mkuh on the 17h. They exal
lished a e he

s Wihin
o days the ciy was The Leaguc woops then begu
dienig the waier which powered Nowra' pit
desoped hoe il uside the i A vee
promoted Gonaga s e Mnkm(‘qmm ral ol jes
ey satlied wath i performance so fur n..w. s s el
bappy v | pry et vt be s J and ot 10
e younlf (i anger] 1 e ot Garge your ot best
1 mon elicendy by iing ordens 1 others rathr than ghtng

A would remain in
-

Nicelo Onin o e the g of Now
Venetian service for another 14 years.

e o sarve the Freneh out and so avoid damage 1o his city, while the




THE SIEGE OF NOVARA, 1 JULY-24 SEPTEMBER 1495

ians wanted (© get things over quickly because 3 long sicge wis so
expensive. The besiegers, partcularly the German mercenaries, were.
also sfering from the humid and malarial cimate, and in the end the
Nenetians won the argument.
Inside Novara conditions vere

ar worse. Food was runing out, there
d, mal

the fortifications only consisted of a medieval wall, double ditch and 4
fexs bastons, and the defenders had few cannon. On 30 July a deserter
told Gonzaga: There s nothing left. A piece of read the size ofyour fist
s sold fora quarter of avre ... The troops arc deserting in mases, ane
there are only miltaarchers left. The Due d Orléans has at most 800
Swiss or Germans it for service, 300 Italians and 200 men-atarms.” In
addition th

of a fack of wine. Earlyin Augusta French supply convoy reached Novara
with four wagons of wheat and 28 head of carle —
o

Jy the Renaisance version of 2 girlc magazine
 rised 5o many eyebrows in the League's camp at Giarols.
four days later Charles wrote back 1o express his thanks. While
Francesco Gonzaga was saving Kin
rassmen, an elaborate tournames
birth of Lischino Visconti's son. The compet

s represented the

AP KEY

e S e e




ancient heroes Estore dressed in red, and Dario dressed in white.

That same day the woops besiegin 5 Kilomeres away
launched a major offensive, capturing most of the suburbs. The League
commanders clearly felt that they bad t© bring matters © & head, and
indeed the main French army moved from Ast to Turin only two days
ater. On 26 August the besiegers learned that a large French supply
column with 1,500 troops under Monsieur de Coligny and Monsieur La
Pl st < kg it X mrsnbotoh e
escort defeated and the supplics captured. Just over a week afierwards
e bsiegers capared  mopasery ouid a i gate, Nicclb Orsin
being wounded during ths ferce fighiing.

T the
French anmy was at last moving 1o nearby Vercelli, The siouation

g Novara

il sk aculy
N o aneaperien demih of e S ofMonferrato provied

an ,,,.pmm.m, for the o sides 1o make contact. When Francesco
resentative brought his maser's condolences 1o the
Philippe de Commynes discreetly mentioned that Charles was

st i peace but fel that he, s the greatest ing in Europe, could
ot make the fist step. Nevertheless, de Commynes agreed o brosch
he sbfet with Gonsagand e Vet o 7

o moment. The e e it the Novrs
g herens e League knew dhat e numbersof Swis mercenarics
o ot et the French arm.

OMicl negovtions bega between Frencheld Borgo Vercelland
seheld Cameriano  veckler Ty cominoed o svrl sy

L ok
and, despite 2 i serious outburst of temper, a fina formal
| session was m,m:-d "or the 2 with the snior
leaders present. The question of French use of
Conan o1 vl s s ey coused

L as ot the cause of this invasion, nor is the
faule mine if he [King Charles] has lost it
[Genoal. 1 am not willing o surrender the

peace, so.do L I you want war, then | want war —
and so doal in this camp. But in reality Ludovico

| s deermind o ke peace, v i meant 3

| el excloimg the Veneians, and o he

| Sepend o sliow he. French 10 vic. Genons
dockyards but not control the port, Mikan would

| also remain neutral in the continuing stuggle in
Naples. Ludovico would pardon all Milanese
sibjcts o had sided it th maders and

i the guns captured at Rapalo,

00 | Yo e Svene gt v Nevar Ths




out of No
had survived, and of these only 600 were st fit
for service. Many more died at the roadside as
heysrvgged oards he i French outpos
Borgo Vercelli Hundreds of others died, perhaps
from vercaing o overdrinking ven they ot
there. Philippe de Commynes founs
o i o Lmgo o
Cameriano, and bought them soup at the cost of

THE RETURN TO FRANCE

das aftr e cxacuation of Novar, Mt
de Bourbon was also released in exchangs

Coun Fercgosinoda Campolegos. At oy

e s
Shoms omply oa 9 Oclbcs, Tha Tesee o

Ferrantino against the French in Naples. In fact, King Fer
ppeared offthe cost of Naples on o, the vy iy of

Kngom. d send 3 se
b s i o, and the Fench poson
lapied. The viera, Gilbers, Count of Monipe
st et b o il de Naples (o
ind the last French garrson surrendered at Tara

Meanhile, Chirles had forbidden e Duc vk o he e
 and o French moved
v

RECKONING

milaryistorians bave condemned the Lesguc's g 1 00
i the lgh of Frenh umercal b

M
dele

onraga
 reticsm =

8
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e League’s over
.

" ‘Srategy was cations and
rly beeaise o

ultics of combining several

lf

s

=

he. dy e the bate there were those ke the Venetan army -

THE RETREAT FROM NOVARA e et e P e i e spectedanddesrd Ben Fraceo Goega
expected and i e o I 51 el
o collapsed il he s of Kol Gonrog I m, et oo, w v, e i S o e i vt e icnce of he
i e o batlefic b French mena. |
perior o their { e red. By
particaarly n their ruhlessnes. 1 contrast it s cqually clear that the  Movrswic endes . Whn o e
Foague's Rallan saioc were the o ot Bght cvaly during C —
the campiign oo s ot ooty me the greatet sorrow | have ever knowen, and i by il uck our enemies
st oo e won e e ofFrm sl e, T o TS s ey i tamed upon us we shovld have been terly destroned.” A for

82| The Frey u




later the wounded Bernardino Fortebraccio addressed the Venetian
Semate, saying: ‘L mustsay this,for | cannot keep it back. We could have
defeated th en il ger e, f oue pole

tothe baileand not o the baggage

<o Gonaga put part

.1.« e o el

n
e oo e el Ptk A Y s B s
control and that in any case the stradiott fought very well. In fact the
Venetian Senate handed Duodo's command over 0 Contarin during
the siege of

dioni regiment in ey

Attermath
i o e ) e Wi domination of foregner
the bl of oo came to b = sigaificant than it
really was. Paolo Giovio, writing in the 1 et s e
o e A TS i S iy Forcgn naions
hic had been in e of us unil 1 short vl beore, began

s o
ot e w5 e the miseries which have since come
apon i the exsvement of

i« that lay in the fuure. On 12 July Gonzaga told another writer
R e e o B o v
also the liberty of all". Towards the end of July he had victory medal
minted, with the motioes ‘ob resitutam italiae e’ on one side
and ‘universae e Hoerator” on the oher. e ko ed a

‘Mantua, the Chicaeza el Viors, to

If sppeared, Mesnwhic the French

aper

found the paining by Maniegna aricule it and in 1797 2

er French invasion took it back the grounds that

i i ey oFForvet 1 i Wt e Dt s Love:
Wheer or ot the League amy really won a Formoo, o merey

cd the  on their way,the

Miceny saisied 1 gie Francescd Gonraga a ump sum of 10,000

| ducar, phs 1,000 for his e a2 Brher 4000 ducets for compen.
sation for those in his company who had been kiled. The Venetian

Republic’ i i

a wm\g aiion of iiog pensons toth fumils of thoe Mled or

st i Paaen T e £ odhao Gt
ot a pension of 1,000 ducats 2 year and a dowry of 1,600 for Ridolfo's
cial pension was also voted for the family of Giovanni

being the
Corso vas e et e e Ao me

| e famiy ofthe dea consable Giovann Bianco s given v
84 | the citadel of Verona with a pension of 6 ducats a month. Those who had



distinguished themselves and surived
were similach 4. Bemardino.
Fortebraccio. had the size of his
company doubled and was giten 4
personl allowance of 300 ducats 4

years, The prowedatore Bernardo

da Nona, a less senior captain of sz
diot, had the size of his company
increased.

France gained nothing from King
Gharles invasion and had acteally lost
4 great deal in relations 1 it
neighbours Spain, the German Empire
and exen England. The evenis of 1804
95 hi, however, shown the weakness

Swiss infantry tactics sl prosed to he
more eflective than other European
infany s including e g

infanury of Ialy and Spain — at leas
unil the lateer Aduwud much lager
wily armourcd

nambers of handguns in the carly 16t conury. Heavi
Aol ks o < the Ctieheld d woud
anly be challenged when the light calry similary adopicd frcar

T Tl ok of he s compared 1 o b i

procpetes

g e 6 o i 1 SHorso P S o b€ e

milcay ideal.



THE BATTLEFIELD
‘ TODAY

et in which 0 el ol he besen ek, Not it ther s moch
rom ey I . Mo
most ofthe country and the m
were at the end of the 15th cen
particularly the railvay sysien
ilages, while the country bus service gets everywhere. Nevertheless, 1
ar al when
of armics involvd in the Fornovo campaign.

Charles” retreat 1ok him through many of the most historical and
today most ouristoriented citie in laly. The siege of Novara, however,

‘ i taly is not only one of the most beautiful countries, but also one of the

s dominate communications umw.nm

K
| Fornovo e vas o
most important routes from the Lombard plain 40 the Mediterranean
coust, i largely fgnored by foreign vistors who dash through on the
Parin 10 La Speria autostrada. The slopes above the Taro valley and at
the Cisa Pass are, howener, popular with lslian holidaymakers secking
coolerair and quiet n the hills. There are, for cxample, registered camp.
sites ¢ Berceto and Borgo Val di Taro. The Agriturist sytem of renting

cotagesor famhonses prides 3 vry inresing aliermatve Sve
Borgo Val i T, Clesano, Fornowo and cocr 10
cades in Fornovo, Bercet
ndFontemol s wel e oo







coron Cnren
San Crntins 2t Gt moor
pbi

visble Canale della o

and Giarola may b the remains of the 13th-entury Aqualada Cancl
Fords across this partof the Taro are no longer used, and in fct when
where

the river is low there is lte difficulty walking across almost

Old maps cither indicate, or suggest by
existence of fords at Giarola, Oppiano, from 4 point between Oppiano
at Orzano iself, and close 0 the existing road and railvay

he presence of footpaths,

omovo. Apart from tracks leading to the riverbank now used
o these

by fishermen and sunbathers in summer, it evidence rema
fords except at Oppiano, where an overgrown footpath contines fro
the end of the existing road, oser the lip of the river bank and doen 10

the water's cdge
A similar situation can be seen on the other side of the river where

the main part of the battle was fought. The only problem here

from the 0d o, which hugs the adjacent ol acros the b

ind the autostrada to the river. Several minor acces 103  the
former, but it cn be more difficlt inding the one (or s more
which go through twnnels bencath the autostrada. On both sides of the

Taro, the final hundred or so metres (o the river consist of unmetalled
bumpy tracks which are, however, il pasable by car — at e




CHRONOLOGY
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WARGAMING
FORNOVO

) < with any batile, there are various Factors 1© take into consic
f}‘u ation \\mn refighing Fomovo. Th oose: 10

historical

The rules used will normally determine the figure scale and thus the
‘number of figures deployed. The Wargames Rescarch Group's De Bellis
Renationis e particularly suitable for re-creating this particular batile
They have their weaknesses but when considering Fornovo they save
considerable amont of tinkering because thei mechanisms autona
fcally cover aspects of the battle that were important. For example, the

1. Commanders in close combat need t0 use

player initative point syst

more points to move the same number of figures. Hence when Gonaga

planges ot he combas, e proly b coongh poins et oo e
s infantry across the river o support him. This inbuilt cature saves 2426, 1.36 Biothéaue

you ving to add baitle speciic rles o your house set.

ard 10 which figure scale 10 use, for

With reg

this batde 25 mm and 13 mm are all much of &

muchness. 15 mm s potentially cheaper, 25 mm is
potentally pretticr. With 2 mm, 6 mi or 10 min
do have a chance of looking at a much
picture, With these scales it may be inte
esting 1o consider starting the game with the
French deciding whether o cross the Taro or ot
The smaller figures effectively give you a larger
ground scalle and this scenario allows you 10 take
advantage of this, If you decide upon this option
then I'd suggesta degree of bidden movement for

e first few moves, This means that the Freneh do
et chance 1o bluff, The League forces have 1o
decid whether 0 hro roops acow the i

thead o the French only 1 have the French not
cros the river themselves, While this can give o
me it won'treally b the Baule

The choice of which set of ule
have a bearing on the mumber of figures required
o refight the bate. De Bellis Renationis (DBR)

el simple figure scale. Figures are per-
ted on card bases with 4 A0mm
Fonige, Hencea Fepresent almost any

hasa elat




number of troops. A base of close order infantry such as pikemen rep-
resents sbout 100 men. A Base o MenacAms, light horse or
‘kirmising nfanry represencs sbout 0 men. o can pck abot 50
rabble e The et conilrmion s whee you
[t el ey For example, the.
French have somewhere in the region of 4000 skirmishing cross-

bowmen. At 50 men to a base you wil need cighty bases (160 figures) of

hould ‘umbers wihi it
you have the figures don't be afrid to double all the mumbers. Ifyou do

woaps on the side of th river where the action is. The League forces sill
hiave 1o cross at the same choke points. They cannot get men into action

eures o oy with, e g e French S

THE FRENCH ARMY

Let us now ook at the Partcipants. First the French. Their order of
below il use

franca inthe hbby
will e L have made the Swiss stronger than their numbers would.

oty v Py need 1o be use in large units. Al the Swiss were
this. The ns are 2l 'i00 srong’ but one base is the
Commander and i prsonl follow

A e e 4 rake edocuied gcine. The Prench Intaacy |

550Nt i o e s cyes o s s 51

s sbomen, 2t e 1
Aoy S e TRt ey

Ty o s .
o)




o the pesiod were predominany skimishing crosbovanen, 0 i s
reflected in their nun

e oo of the oy n the reanguard s that there wee st
1400 por gl ey A e vere 0 iy i e ey
e place st 4000 cewer i s S0 ling o t e
back with the baggage i

To s mot clea pewr any ofthese infantry were actally present. Poor
qualiy infantry somehon tend o miss decisive batiles. As the French
v been rteeaing dhrough rough country | suspec that thiry
s of skirmishing crosshowmen grossy overestimates their milary
potenial 1 ould compromise on a weaker ore with e v,
alter all the French did hae a few poor-quality native pikemen.

The B:

s o accompanied by e o fourbucs ofHorde (©). These

Fepresent the 1500 servanis and some of the 3,000 infantry who were
il S ained when he rearguard vas orming

For French ongnision | would g the four commands The

Rear nchuing the oo e oo

ing batles of the

Conure

N
enough, |m»mmn..\.nm\m. of our exper
period. We have come 10 the conclusion th
Should be ummmnd entirely on their own. Not only that but they will

points o attack with all spee. This we find produces
e mathentic s a the Swis hurtle forvards, normally obcuring
oy supporting artilley, accompanied by the French Men at Arms who
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Fornovo 1495

France’s Bloody

Fighting Retreat

In the year 1495, Charles VIl was
the youthful king of France, the
most powerful state in medieval
Europe. A dreamer who saw
himself as the saviour of Christian
Europe, he believed he could roll
back the ever-spreading tide of
Ottoman Turkish conquest. As a
base for his crusade he was
determined to seize southern Italy.
In a lightning campaign he used
France’s modern army to sweep
through Italy, his mobile field
artillery train smashing into dust
the tall towers of Italy’s medieval
castles. The Italian states rallied
and at Fornova their alliance, the
League of Venice, fought Charles’
army to a standstill.
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