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Front Cover

On the morning of 17 September
1917, Ltn d R Ernst Udet of Jasta 37
wias on the hunt for his temth wictory
owver the Scarpe Valley. Having
taken off before breakfast, he
headed south along the front in his
Albatros DV 2476/17. As he turned
north again, German flak bursts
drew his attention to British fightars
abave him. Udet climbed to their
height, while carefully studying the
unfamiliar machines — DH Ss from
Mo 41 Sqn, His victim that day was
Canadian 2Lt Robert E Taylar,

Fourteen years later Udet was
contacted by Taylor's family, and he
wrote to them via the Directorate
of Graves Registration in Berling

‘2Lt Taylor and two comrades
ware aach flying a DH 5 one-seater
(then new to us) on patrol duty on
the morning of 17/9/17 at about
0700 hrs, | was flying by myself at
the front in an Albatros one-seater,
and had been observing these three
enemy pilots for some time when
they apparently noticed me and
started flying towards me. | was
shot at, and turned eastwards
to ascend to greater height.

On reaching about 3000 metres,

I attacked these aeroplanes, which
waara then flying at about 2700
metres. | attacked, contrary to the
usual practice, from the front, and
fleowwr with greatest speed at the
nearest OH 5, which broke under my
fire and dropped 500 metres south
of Izel, to the west of the road
leading to Yitry.”

Udet then flew down and “eircled
twice over the wreckage, but saw
no movement. | was then forced to
retire, as the other two asroplanes
had manoeuvred inte position
above me and were about to attack.”
A group of Albatros from Jasta 30
dived on the other DH 55 and shot
down Lt G C Holman, who was
also killed.

‘About 1{z hours later | drove
personally in a car to lzel”, wrote
Udet. ‘and walked from there to
the location, firstly to inspect the
new type of DH 5 in detail, and
secondly to establish the name
of the occupant. The aeroplane
lay 50 metres west of tha abowe-
menticned road, completaly
wirecked. Of the two identity discs
carried by Lt Taylor, | took one away
as a souvenir and left the other on
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the body, which | wrapped in the
tricolaur (fabric) of his asroplane
wing. | further possess the map
used by Lt Taylor on his last flight,
and a small silver pochket mirror,

I shall be glad to return these

articles to his relatives, for whom the
possession of these must be of far
greater value than to me.

“ours faithfully,

‘Ernst Udet’
1 Cowver artwork by Mark Postlethwaits)
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

n 2000 Osprey introduced the first World War 1 ridle in its acclaimed

Aircraft of the Aces series with a superb volume by respected aviation

historian Norman Franks entitled Asreraft of the Aces 32 Albarros Aces
af Warld War 1. That popular book, which has sold more cthan 10,000
copics to date, covered the subject with a great deal of depth and
authority. The prospective buyer of this second volume, therefore, may
well be wondering why a follow-on volume has been published, and does
it ofter anything new? Hopefully the reader will agree char the answer 1s
il'l I.'|::|i: .'.I.iH:rl.'.rt;J.t ll‘r'l:!

From the time the [ 1 was introduced ac the very end of August 1916
until nearly the end of the war, Albarros ﬁEhLEr:i formed the mainstay
and backbone of German fighter aviation. These aircraft underwent
a continuous programme of development, modificanion and overall
i]nprnvq'm:_'m;, t|1{:u|gh not without disastrous sethbacks and strucrural
problems. The Albarros D Va machines which were stll in service in lare
1918 were quite different from the Albatros D I introduced two years
before, vet they all shared certain qualities, and the unmistakable 'look” of
the Johannistha

Nearly every one of the fagdstaffeln (the specialised German fighter
units numbered 1 through 81) probably operated one or more types of

stable.

Albarros fighter at some point in their existence. It is likely thar every
successful German fighter pilot who flew from the beginning of 1917
through to the end of the war logged art least some time in an Albarros
[ type. Even those who flew the Fokker D V11 exclusively in the war's
ﬁr.lﬂE mﬂ“[hs thﬂhl}’ Fl_f"ﬁ-' [!'l!_" ﬂldl:l' Hib:![’l’ﬂ.‘i rn.'lr_']lim:h as LI'..'I..H 1ECs.
Albatros scouts were produced in vast guantides, and rendered
distinctive service all along the Western Front, as well as in such distant
locales as the deserts of Palestine, the Russian Front and the northern
shores of the Baleic. Thus, the subject offers scope for a second volume.
Some readers will be disappointed thart certain celebrated pilots recerve
little mention in these pages. A deliberate avempt was made 1o avoid
duplicating information on such famous pilots as Eduard Schleich, Orro
Kissenberth, Paul Biumer and so on. All of these have received excellent
coverage in Norman Franks’ first book on the topic, or in other Osprey
World War 1 titles in the Adiverafi of the Aces or Aviation Elite Units series.
Cerrainly the highest scoring Albatros ace of them all, the legendary
Manfred von Richthofen (who achieved approximartely 60 Albatros
victories), is given what many will consider scant artention for the reasons
f_i[fd. I]'I_ '[h:' pmrn'[ WCI]":'; AN aALEcm Fl[ |'I|'|'|.'j .I:IL"':'_'I'l m:!tlt‘ Ecr H]EEL! SOMTLE l]]:.:h[
on some of the lesser known aces, as well as a few of the leading 'stars’, and
to share with the reader as many of their own words as space will permit.

Greg VanWyngarden
5t Charles, lowa
February 2007




THE BIPLANE
TAKES OVER

y October 1916, 2Lt Edmund Llewelyn Lewis was a highly

experienced highter pilot serving with the Royal Flying Corps’

No 32 Sqn. He had flown the nimble de Havilland DH 2 biplane
pusher scout at the front since July, and on 18 October he wrote his par-
£nisE a rema fl'.'.-'l.h‘l._'!r F‘Er’:ﬂi?ti‘ﬂ: — ﬂl':l{l Call d iﬂ_{ = J'C['[L"l_'.:

‘It rather feeds you up rto see all this newspaper talk about our
supremacy in the air. We certainly had ir last June, July and August,
but we haven't gor it now. The Huns still keep to their side of the
line while we venture over their lines, but if they wished they could sit
over our acrodrome {with their fast machines) and we could do nothing
against them.

“What | mean is that a DH is no longer attacking, but is fighting for
its life against these fase Huns, and thar at present we have only abour
half-a-dozen machines to cope with them.

‘But | suppose war in the air will always be like that. First one side
has the best machines and then the other, and the side which shows most
guts all through will be the winners. During this war, first we had the lead
with the BEs and Vickers, then the Germans got it with the Fokkers. Afer
that we got it with the DHs, and now the Huns are a bit superior with
their fast scours.’

The “fast scouts’ that Lewis referred to were no doubr the best of the
new generation of German biplane fighters, the Albatros D land DL In
the back-and-forth arms race which had come to characterise the bartle
tor dominance of the air over the Western Front in World War 1, the
sleek Albatros fighters were indeed beginning to wrest back control of the
skics over the German lines from the British and French air services.

The Albatros Werke GmbH.
located at Johannisthal airfield
near Berlin, had commenced the
CONStruction uF:l.r:rup];l.nn: i 1410,
[nitially, the firm built French types
under licence, but in 1913 the
company introduced a superb rwo-
scater biplane known as the Albatros
type DD —a machine which was the
ancestor of a long line of handsome
aircraft. In fact, Albatros would be
Germany's largest supplier of army
aeroplanes in the Gireat War.

The DD was powered by a 100 hp
Mercedes 1D 1 inline= l:‘l'lgiﬂt:‘. and
featured a smooth plywood-covered

Mew types of ‘fast scouts’ were
being encountered by Allied pilots in
the autumn of 1916, and the most
effective of these were the Albatros
D | and D Il fighters, The official
history of the RFC's Mo 24 Sgn
states that the new Albatros
fighter was ‘'more than a match

for the DH 2. In addition to belng
conslderably faster, it had a
magnificent climb.” This is an
LVG-built Albatros D Il of Jasta 16
(HAC-UITLH

HIAD S3IHVL INVILJIE IHL



CHAPTER ONE

fuselage — an innovative semi-monocogue structure (invented by
Ober-Ingenienr Hugo Grohmann) which rendered interior wire bracing
unnecessary. his light, yer wough, fuselage would remain a hallmark
aof Albatros -:lr:::'lgnx- In the D, the tx}jtri::nr:::d r_‘ll::-:lg:u team led b}r
Diplor-Ingenienr Robert Thelen and Hellmuth Hirth (both of them
competition pilots of grear renown) had produced a robust winner
Wi[h Etl."”ﬂr FH:TFClear_H:C. Tl'“: G:rmﬂn .I['?J'-fgfrfm;]‘i'h‘."' Fllil'f_'td :'ii'l'.lfiilllt'
production orders for this excellent three-bay biplane, which saw service

in the early months of World War 1 under the military designation of

Albatros B 1. A twin-bay version known as the B II became the standard
basic trainer for the German air service for the duration of the war,

[n April 1915, the inital examples of the Albatros C1 reached the frone.
This airerafe was the first in a lengthy series of successful Albarros C rypes
(owo-seaters armed with ar least one machine gun, and powered by
100-150 hp engines} which rendered dutiful service as work horses of the
Flieper Abeetlungen — German reconnaissance, photography and artillery-
spotting units. Albatros then produced its first single-seat highter in the
torm of the [ 1 in response to the developing erisis at the front,

In late 1915 and early 1916, the Germans had achieved a measure of
acrial dominance with the revolutionary Fokker Eindecker (monoplane),
IHFE‘I:I}" I.'|'.| r:}l.lg]'l I.'|.'|-|: "ul"i rtue I:,]'F i.t:'i' ﬁ:f' nﬂ'.'h nlni.ﬂ.‘-l:d. rrl.;.i.L'I‘lirlt' gl.l.:n. H.l'l.d. t]'lf EJTUHS
of skilful pilots like Oswald Boelcke and Max Immelmann (see Osprey
Aircraft of the Aces 73 — Early German Aces of World War 1 tor details).
However, by February 1916 the introduction of the nimble French
Nieuport 11 sesquiplanes and the British DH 2 pushers had begun wo
sway the advantage back to the Allies. Even the arrival of the Fokker ETV,
equipped with a 160 hp Oberursel U rotary engine and twin machine
guns, failed to achieve parity with Allied scous.

On 24 March 1916, Oswald Boelcke rcpurrml on the deficiencies of

the Fokker E IV. "The climbing capacity falls off considerably at grear
heights [over 3000 mertres). This defect could be avoided by bringing out
a light biplane.” This call for a light biplane hghter with a non-rotary
engine was echoed by fellow ace Rudolf Berthold, amongst others.

By the start of the massive British oftensive on the Somme on 1 July
19164, the fortunes of the German thn:r Force were at low ebhb.,

The pugnacious Rudolf Berthold
urgently desired to take the new
Albatros into combat as soon as he
savw a D | prototype in May 1916,
Howewer, he would have to wait for
several months before he could fly
the type at the front. Here, Berthold,
as commander of Jasta 14, prepares
for take-off in Albatros D I11717/16
at Bihl airfield, near Saarburg,

This machine was fitted with

an unusually large windscreen
(HAC/UTDY

The first biplane fighters of the
new [ category to see production
were the Halberstade [ 11 and [ 111
machines and the Fokker D I and
D 11, all of which were powered by
motors of 100120 hp. These early
biplanes reached the front berween
Mav and August 1916, and began
to remedy the situation somewhat,
though all were armed with only a
single machine gun.

S:}mt [}trman Pu"t:‘i ql.l.iL'H}"
recognised
biplanes equipped with the punch
of owin machine gUNs Were even
more desirable. On 20 May 1916,

that more powertul




the technically proficient Eindecker ace Otro Parschau wrote thar rotary-
engined fighters might still be suitable for interceprion duties (since
in-line engines). However, he argued that a D-wype machine with an
in-line engine would much beter carry our the mission of escorting
reconnaissance aircraft behind Allied lines, and added:

:]T “"(“llﬂ.l ]_.lt imm:nﬁ:l}f dt‘.‘iirﬂhlﬂ tor |'L:i.\-'i:: .JJ.I. EF-t}'PE Hj I."i:faﬁ ;ll'n'lfd W]Eh
rwin machine guns. An interruption of combat due o machine gun
stoppage, which can easily occur, has been shown by experience with twin
machine guns to be extremely infrequent.”

The Albatros I3 [ was the very first German fighter equipped with the
Fu;:uwr:rful, and reliable, 160 hp in-hne Mercedes [ 11, which |1r-:n"u_‘h:d
enough power to carry not one but two MG 08/15 “Spandau’ machine
guns and 700 rounds for cach weapon. This was the standard
ﬁnnﬁgj_trﬂtiﬂn T]'Iﬂr nfﬂf]}' ﬂ.” Sl]f_'l'_"'_"iﬁ['-l.l] GETITIHII ﬁg}ltfﬁ "!'l-'ﬂLl.'.d. Fﬁ”ﬂw
for the rest of the war.

The D 1, and its immediate successor the D) 11, were the product of

the company’s design bureau, which included Robert Thelen, Dipd ing
Rudolf Schubert and Ingenienr Gnidig. The D | featured a one-picce
upper wing and a high inverted vee-strut or pylon centre section, The
D 11 differed in thar it was equipped with a more conventional cabane
centre-section with splayed struts, which lowered the top wing by
250 mm in companson w the [ 1. This produced a more compact
airframe, with much improved visibilicy.

Research by the late historian Perer Grosz reveals that the D [and D [1
were designed simultaneously, and examples of both types reached the
tront at about the same time — Seprember 1916. Much earlier, one of the
D | protorypes was scen by the aggressive ace Rudolf Berthold. He was so
impressed that he asked for an opportunity to immediately take it to the
front, and was angered when his request was refused;

‘In May, | wanted o take the Albatros biplane fighter with me to the
front. We should have had a great number of such superior fighrers ar the
tront at the beginning of the Somme barde.”

Ar the end uF_]l,ml: 1916, f.-i'_ﬂ.r'rg I{fm‘pr.&m?n der F;"érgrn’-rrﬂplpﬂe, the
Inspectorate of military aviation) ordered 12 Albarros D-type protorypes,
of which most were D) Is, but one was D [1 386/16 and another was a
D 111 In early July an order for 100 Albatros fighters was placed, and of
these, the first 50 were produced as D Is and the remainder as [ [Is. A
turther 100 D 1Is were ordered in September.“whilst a batch of 50 [ [ls
was produced by the Albatros subsidiary Ostdeutsche Albatros Werke
(OANW) in Schneidemiihl, and these were designated as [} 11 (OAW).
Furthermore, 75 addidonal D IIs were built under licence by the
Luft-Verkehrs-Gesellschatt mbH (LVG) firm.

——— THE BIRTH OF THE JAGDSTAFFELN ———

In a fortunate coincidence, the very first Albatros fighters arrived ar the
front just as a new form of fighter unit - the famous fagdstaffel or fasta -
was being established. Previously, the single-seat Fokker monoplanes
were sometimes grouped into a temporary detachment known as a
Kampfeinsitzer-Kommande (or KEK), which remained actached to 1es
parent two-seater reconnaissance unit such as a Feldflieper Abteilung.

HIAD S3AVL INYIdIE JHL




Occasionally  designated as  Fokkerstaffeln, these semi-permanent
formations provided some of Germany's first Jagdflieger with their initial
exposure to the developing arrs of fighter ractics and formation flying, bur
had limited successes.

CHAPTER ONE

By August 1916, the situation on the Somme bartlefront had become
desperate for the Fliegereruppe. The Fokker monoplanes which still
formed the bulk of the fighting force were hopelessly outclassed and out-
numbered, and Allied bombing and reconnaissance aircraft were carrying
out their missions behind German lines almost withour interference.

In response to this debacle, on the advice of Oswald Boelcke and
others, the Chef des Feldflugroesens ( Feldflugchefi Oberst Hermann von
der Lieth-Thomsen ordered the creation of the first Jfagdstaffeln on
10 August. These were permanent formarions, specified as having a
complement of 14 single-seat ﬁghtc‘n and 12 pilots. They were created

to deliver persistent artacks on Allied aircraft and captive balloons, and
to offser the increasing numerical superiority of enemy machines on a
particular sector at the front.

In some cases, a_fasta was formed from a nucleus of an already existing
KEK, while some were entirely fresh formarions. However, there were not
yet enough D-type machines to equip all of the new units, and many went
into the field with an assortment of monoplanes and biplanes. There was
also a shortage of experienced fighter pilots, and especially officers with
the flying and command experience necessary to lead such a formartion.

The first Jugelstaffeln went into combar on the Somme frant, with fasa
1, 2 and 5 serving in the 1. Armes while Staffeln 3, 4 and 6 went to the
1. Armee. Since the airmen of the Japdstaffeln would sull, in general,
be outnumbered by their Allied opponents, they adopted a generally

defensive posture which ensured that the majority of combars would rake One of the first units to take the
Albatros D | into combat was

place over the German lines,
Oswald Boelcke's Jasta 2. Two

e B L. - . 3,
The very I‘II'.E.I: ﬂ]hatn::h D Is went to i r]”“'#l 5 fasta 1 and 2, although D is of Boalcke's Staffel ars sean
Jasta 1 certainly rerained a mix of aircraft. The official German | on Lagnicourt airfield, cirea October
Frontbestand listing (an inventory of aircraft at the front compiled every | 1916 Such aces as Manfred von

Richthofen, Max Miller, Erwin

R . ; : Boehme and Stefan Kirmaier all
communication aircraft) recorded just one I [ and one D 11 ar the front cut thair taath as JegdMagerin

asof 31 August 1916, However, the paperwork may have been a little late. this famous unit [HAC/UTD)

two months, which included machines employed as advanced trainers or




The DH 2 pilots of No 24 5gn had a rude introduction to three of
the new Albatros D [s on that same 31 August. Capt | O Andrews and
2Lt A E Glew reported;

"Ar 1210 hrs, three HA (hostile aircraft) near Ginchy attacked Capt
Andrews and Lt Glew. They were a new type. Extremely fast and
climbing quickly. Biplane with streamline propeller boss, apparently
single-seater. The railplane was very large and rounded. nor a fish tail.
The HA k:p[ above the de Hs, diving, ﬁring and r:|'|111h-i.ng again- The
encounter lasted 30 minutes, during which rime Capr Andrews and Lt
Glew were only able to fire a few shots owing to their inferior position
underneath, and their mnability to ourclimb the hosule machines. At
1240 hrs the HA turned away east.”

Although neither side could claim a decisive victory, the German pilots
(almost certainly from fasta 1) were no doubt wary ol attempting any
really strenuous aerobatics in their untried machines, burt also must have
felt exhilaration ac their ability to attack the enemy on their own terms.
On the very next day, Vhw Leopold Reimann delivered Albatros [
385/16 from Jasta 1 1o Oswald Boelcke's fasta 2,

The third and final phase of the Battle of the Somme began on 15
September, and on the 16th five glossy new Albacros D Is and one D 11
were acquired by fasta 2. Flying these new machines, Boelcke and his
‘cubs’ of fasta 2 {who included Manfred von Richthoten, Erwin Boehme
and Max Miiller) achieved successes that have been well recorded in
World War 1 aviation literature. In Seprember, Boelcke's unic achieved
21 victories, followed by 30 in October.

One of Boeleke's mose apt pupils was a Bavarian named Max Miiller.
Born on New Year's Day 1887 in Rottenburg, Miiller was a man of short
stature {1.590 metres) bur immense ar_'-;_'{nmpli.i:hl'u::lu:-; - illcluding heillg a
prize-winning gymnast. Young Miiller became very interested in the still-
new technology of motorcars, and volunteered o do his compulsory
r:ni|i|:*;|.r:r' service in the newly ereated R’rﬁﬁf&.ﬁr—ﬂdmﬂf{m {automobile
batealion). He was sent to the infancory, however, and after a vear of service
was promoted to unteroffizier, and decided to stay on as an active service
soldier. Miiller represented his regiment in gymnastic competitions, but
soon injured his knee and endured lengthy hospitalisation. He was then
allowed to transfer to the Krafifabr-Bataillon in January 1912, where he
learned to drive.

By 1913, with the rank of sergeant, Miiller managed to wangle his way
from the automobile battalion inte the nascent Bavarian air service
and take Hight training. He had earned his Bavarian Pilor’s Badge, and
a posting to Feldflieger-Abreifung (FFA) 1b, by the time the war began.
HiE f‘:{ct.'_.l]crl:[ ::l:r'..ril:i: L{llring r_‘l::irlgi:n:ll.ui []h”t(]‘gfa[_'lhil: [anSi.Unﬂ E&THEC{
him advancement, and a steady steam of decorations, Maller had
been promoted to sffizier-stellvertrerer (the highest NCO rank) on
9 November 1915, and his aggressiveness won him an appointment to
KEKB of FFA 32 on 18 May 1916. There he flew the Fokker Eindecker
alongside famed ace Gustay Letfers, and was thus in the right spot when
tl'“: Fir:-'.r T_:I'F rl‘ll:jﬁgﬂ".f.rﬂﬁé'ﬂru WS !'l‘ll.:lflTIE'lj.

Miiller was appointed to fasza 1 on 22 August, bur almost immediately
Boelcke's long arm reached out and tapped the diminutive Bavarian for
Jasta 2 — a fact that speaks volumes for the regard in which the NCO pilot

Max Miller rose from being an
enlisted pilot in Jasta 2 in 1916 to a
leutnant with the dazzling array of
medals illustrated in this posteard
photo. He was posthumously
awarded the Bavarian Knight's
Cross of the Military Max-Josaph
Order, glving him the title Max
Ritter von Miiller. In terms of

awards for sheer bravery in combat,

he was surpassed only by von
Richthofen among fighter pilots

HIA0 S3IAVL INYILIE FHL



CHAPTER ONE

12

This group of Jasta 6 NCO pilots
was happy to pose with Albatros
D | 457/16. At the extreme left is
the ever-semiling professional
entertainer Viw Carl Holler, then
Viws Christian Kress, Walter Godt,
Fritz Loerzer (later CO of Jasta 26
with 11 victories) and Eduard "Edu’
Ey. Dn 10 November 1916, Kress
was shot down by French ace Lt
Georges Guynemer = a loss Holler
attributed to the “blind spot” of

the D | {HAC/UTD)

was already held. Miiller flew alongside Boclcke, Richthofen, Boehme
and Stephan Kirmaier on their initial Hights in their new Albatros
fighters. His own first confirmed vicrory came on 10 October, as he
recorded in his diary;

“We were flving under the leadership of Oblt Kirmaier in a pursuit
ﬂiglu .'lH'JiH:-H SIx I‘\.ng|'r.~i|'ll'l1|;‘l'| in the direction of Cambrai, We mert up
with four enemy battle machines which, we learned later, a formartion
under Richthoten had already engaged. 1 was flying far our northwards,
and attacked the one closest to me — an FE two-seater (sic). Obviously he
was not damaged from the earlier combat because shorely he started to
spiral in an easterly direcrion. When I saw that he wanted to return o the
front | would not let o of him, and started to hammer at him unal he
burned brightly and crashed near Vraucourt.”

It is generally believed thar Miiller's opponent was in fact a DH 2 of
No 24 5qn, piloted by 2Lt Middlebrook. Ifso, the RFC pilot survived che
fiery crash to become a Prisoner of War {PoW). The [DH 2 and the FE 2h
were twin-bay pusher biplanes, and were thus confused by German
airmen in spite of the 'Fee's’ larger size, Miiller would add another four
victories before the end of Movember.

Meanwhile, 2 major regrouping of the German aerial forces was taking
place. On 8 Ocrober 1916, the German Army Air Service was officially
reotganised as the Lufistreitbrifte, now commanded by Generalleurnant
Ernst von Hoeppner as Kemmandierernden Gerneral der f_g:{lf;':.-rrpg'r.&mﬁy or
Kogenluft. Hoeppner was responsible to the chicf of the general staff for all
the operations of the German Army aerial forces in the ficld. As part of
this reorganisation, a total of 30 Jagdsaffeln were now in the Process
of being creared with the planned strength of 16 D-type machines (an
idea
document dated 28 December 1916 lists up to 30 fﬂgﬂ"_mmfﬁ-e'r,-, but only
25 of these were operational by the end of the year,

figure which was rarcly rcached). A Ketegmninisterinm formarion

Gradually, more Albatros fighters arrived at the front and were
p:il'r;-:‘”t:d 0L TO ¥Yarious H!.gff:":"hr— |'|:.' the end of Qcrober 1916, 50 D T
and 28 D) 11 hghters were recorded in the frontline inventory. They were
enthusiastically received by fasta airmen, especially those sdll saddled
with the obsolete Foklker and Phalz

monoplanes. One such unit was
Jasta 6, which by 30 September had
moved to Ugny I'Equippe in the 2.
Armee on the Somme, opposite the
French. Just days prior to the move,
the unit had given up its ageing
Fakkers for Albatros [ Is.

One of the formarion’s pilots was
the irrepressible Yiw Carl Holler,
a 3eyear-old  from Rendsburg,
A professional guitar-playing folk
singer before the war, Holler (known
as the 5&.*?;:&*:‘ f-ffa:g'r'rnr ".*iingi::l' Hier’)
had served with distinction as a
pilot in Mackensen's Army on the
Serbian/Macedonian Front. After his




Carl Holler is seated on the wheel
of a D |, thought to be 441716, i is
marked with a large black ‘4" on
the fuselage in the first style of
individual identification adopted
by Jasta 6. Holler achieved two
confirmed wictories in May 1917
(HAC/LTDY

A Jasta & pilot thought to be Vi
Gadt turns to face the camera in
D1 45716 at Ugny I’ Equippe in the
autumn of 1916, It was a frequent
custom among German aircraw to
mark bullet hole patches with small
painted cockades — some of those
seen here are uncomfortably close
to the cockpit, The high vee-strut
or pylon centre section is clearly
evidemt [HAC/UTIN

FFA 1 moved o the 5. Armeson the
Western Front, Holler evenrually
wound up in the Fakkersraffel a
Jametz, and later became a charter
member of the new Jasta 6 under
Ritem  Josef Wulff. Holler was
ecstatic about his new D 1;

Tts rate of climb wal excellent —

it was child’s play to reach 5000

metres. Because of its heavy in-line
I:_"I'Igi (1 = it hﬁ{] i I.':r:.'mf.'nljt:-uh d-l'u"il.':lg
speed, which gave us grear advan-
tage when attacking the enemy
ﬂ:r'i]'lg I_'.l{"ll:,'l'"i-".". NI:'I"'ul'-.' Wil dil’.l T J'I.i.'l'l'f
to wait long to obrain vicrories, In
shore order, one after another, two
of my comrades obrained a vicrory.

Indeed, Vfw Christian Kress
racked up the first confirmed Seaffel claim on 20 Ocrober with a Morane
CWO-SCArCr, I'-l:"ill |1':|'\.‘|l'l.','l;l I_'I:.-r ijl'l'i_:ll-l'll:',"l' 1r'i|:"[': Yy on 2 N':'I":-'L‘['I:I-l:ll_' [. H{'_' WS j'..liﬂ':'.{
in the fasta game book by Lin Friedrich Mallinckrodr (an evenrual six-
victory ace) and Lin d R Roland Nauck, with Rittm Wultt adding two
French aircraft by 9 November. However, Holler also wrote that on one
sortie his flight leader quickly outclimbed him, the former’s [ [ being ar
4800 merres while his comrade was above him at 5100 metres. Suddenly,
a French SPAD dove onto the higher Albatros and shot it down in flames
Haoller wrote;

‘Unfortunacely, the casualey was the result of a technical defect in the
design of the aircraft. The top wing blocked the pilot's view for abour
Al Ll-_'f,rl_'n_'u forward and above.'

He felt sure the SPAD pilot was the famed French ace Georges
'::'II.:'."'I'II:'I'.I'II.:I'.. '-."."I"II::I l'.l“j ”]dﬂ.'l_'l'.l S]I.EH.H. l'.'I.l..l'l-".'I"I [hf ].-} | U‘F \ll'lFt"l I“'\:.T':."-H“; on L

November for his 19th vicrory. Only six days later Ltn Ernst Wever of

Jasta 6, 1n D ] 450H 16, F2ll o {,:LJ}'nt:mur'}: comrade Alfred Heurtaux.

The fasta 6 pilos soon received
r{'pim‘tnwru > IIs, in which the
blind spot problem had been solved
by lowering the wing,

Losses Buch as these norwith-
standing, the opportunity tw fly a
single-scat fighter with one of the

(R EsEb lI{E’."’-I.&ﬁ'?Ji?E’J‘I?I W el l'i.E':'['ll.}" Willﬂlhf

by many aggressive pilots, One
."'.lll:l'l gﬂ-gﬂmr WS IE-}'L‘:[T'[]ld I..[“
Heinrich Claudius Kroll, a vereran
ewo-seater pilot with FFA 17, who
wrotc on 12 November 1916;
‘Finally! Several days ago |
received the communication, “Len
Kroll s ordered o
Jagelstaffel 97, My long wait has

]'I [ FI_".’n-"i[h
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finally been rewarded, and [ am now
a fighrer pilor. This is the goal of all
dedicared fliers.’

Kroll had been born in Flatshy,
near Flensburg, on 3 November
1894. On 6 August 1914, the young
teacher joined Fiistlier- Regiment Ny

86, and served in a reserve infantry
regiment on the Vosges front
prier to transferring to aviation
in January 19164,

Jasta D had been formed from the
Fokkerstaffel attached to the Armee-
(oer Kommarnds 3, in the 3. Armee
at the southeastern point of the
Somme barcle line. Still equipped
with Fokker monoplanes, the unit
was reinforced in aircraft and personnel from 28 September as the fasma 9
title was adopred. This Seaffe! was operational from 25 October at
Letfincourt, led by Oble Kurt Student, who already had three vicrories.

Student had been born in Birkholz, in Brandenburg, on 12 May 1890,
He was commissioned in the regular army in 1911 and learned to fly in
1913. Student had taken over the Fokberstaffelin June 1916 afrer service
in FEA 17, Under his skilled leadership, fasta 9 would produce a number
of early Albatros aces, although it began its career with Eindecker fighters.
Kroll wrote;

:"':‘;-"L‘ ﬂn..“-'n.' frmn six ay] t‘.ighl.' ]‘lI:rurﬁ pcr I_{;I].-' duriug }__r,{md wt:ar!‘u:'r, ;md
our fagdstaffel was composed of 14 officers and two non-commissioned
pilots. On 10 Movember, our unit shot down three French aircraft
Baldamus gor one (his sixth) and Pfeifer two (his fifch and sixeh).

According to official records, Len d R Baldamus actually achieved his
sixth victory on the 9th by downing a Nieuport 17 of Ecadrille N103,
while Ltn d R Hermann Pfeiffer claimed his fifth and sixch Opponents out
of his eventual total of 11 on the 10th,

The Saxon ace Hartmut Baldamus was born in Dresden on 10 August
1891, and volunteered for the air service when the war commenced. After
training at Grossenhain, in Saxony, he reported to FFA 20 on 11 March
1915 as a gefreiter. He won rapid promotion, and may have scored as
many as four vicrories in FFA 20. This earned him his spot in Jaste 9
soon after its formation, and he continued to perform splendidly under
Student's command. Baldamus had raised his score to nine confirmed
claims by the end of 1916, and was even well known among his French
enemies, who called him “the ace of Champagne”.

Baldamus’ closest competitor in jasta 9 was Pleifer, who had downed
four Caudrons in Student’s Fokkerstaffel berween 6 August and 26
Seprember 1916. It is not known exactly when Jasta 9 was able o
over its Folker monoplanes for Albarros fighters, but it was probably in
late 1916, At any rate, Baldamus and Pfeiffer continued to knock down
French Nieuports and Caudrons throughout November and December.
Heinrich Kroll, a future ‘Blue Max’ winner, was gaining valuable

experience. On 26 November he wrote;

A well-dressed group of Jasta 9
pilots pose at Leffincourt in the
latter half of December 1916,
Standing, from left to right, are Ltn
d R Willy Rosenstein, Lin Werner
Marwitz, Ltn d R Hartmut Baldamus,
Ltn d R Hermann Plaiffer, Ltn Oskar
Dankert [or possibly Lin d L
Friedrich Dinkel), Ltn d R Heinrich
Kroll and Ltn Friedrich-YW el
Graf von der Recke, Seated in front,
again from left to right, are Oblt
Walter Zietlow, Oblt Kurt Student
{CO) and Ltn Franz Prinz von Thurm
und Taxis. At this time Baldamus
and Pfeiffer were the ranking aces
of the umit, but both would be killad
before six months had passed.
Rosenstein would attain eight

or nine victories, but Kroll would
outshine them all as a ‘Blue Max”
recipient with a score of at least 30,
and survive the war [F Gill




‘On 24 November a
offensive started, and Lin Baldamus

Ty
shot down his seventh victim in
Hames and three other Sraffed mares
cach scored wvictories. | had a
'[,_::illqlT{}n ﬁll I“l.E :'i'l.l.hI'JLH:d. 'r\'hﬂ:i'l.-.
unfortunately, 1 received some
hits in my motor and was forced to
land just within our lines. 1 learned
later that the Caudron went down
“] ﬂﬁlnf.ﬁ ﬁl'lli:l WS ll:l;l.ll'l'llffil ]'!ll'!u' = |
Rumpler {two-seater). [ was very
despondent thar this first vicrory

had been denied me.’ -

(O the British pare of the Somme front, meanwhile, the courageous

airmen of the RFC conrinued to engage the increasing numbers of

Albatros and other D-type fighters. On 28 Ocrober disaster struck for the
entire Lufiserestkrifiewhen the master, Oswald Boelcke, fell when leading
his fasta 2 against their old foes, the DH 2s of No 24 5qn. Boelcke's
Albatros D 11 collided with the aeroplane flown by his closest friend
Erwin Boehme, and the grear ace and racrician died in the ensuing crash.
H i.H I.:I_I:H_[I'I CAME AT 4n LII'I"-I-I rELnace firme H:IT rl'I'L' UInurE'llig -\.‘;:ﬁij!rﬁ'lflﬂ'. l‘]ul hif'-l
innovations in fghter tactics were already being passed on o a new
generation of Jegdfliegerwho would carry on the tradition,

In the nine days between 22 and 31 October (which included five days
of weather so inclement no flying was artempred), the RFC had lost
18 aircrafe. Almost 90 percent of the casualties were directly actributable
[0 Ihc_j'ﬂrg.;{rmﬁfn- Lt 15 again worthwhile to quote ﬁ-{.'gf.rru".r-jﬁ Hoeppner;

‘If the enemy’s superiority in the air that was so oppressive at the
beginning of the Bartle of the Somme was broken at its end, the merit is
l:lLI-l:' in no SI_IEhL' MEASLETT [0 E:!Iﬂ :lf_'llt:lﬂ:L'.. :!I'.H.I T]'I.l'_' _fiag.n":‘f!ﬂi.rf.:“er"]t' |t'd.-l

The excellent qualities of the new German fighters became increasingly
evident to British airmen, such as the superb pilot James McCudden. Ar
this time he was flying the DH 2

Ltn d B Herman Pleifer sits on the
decking of his Albatros D Il in this
postcard photograph = one of a
series of publicity shots taken of
successiul Jasta 9 pilots. The bulky
Windhoff radiator is guite evident
on the fuselage side, and a
mounting for a flare pistol can be
seen on the right side of the cockpit

Ltn d R Hartmut Baldamus is well
prepared for the freezing conditions
of flight in an open cockpit in his
Jasta 8 D . His aircraft was also
equipped with a rack for flare
cartridges and a large windscreen.
By the end of 1917 his score stood
at nine = a number which would
double by the time of his death

in April 1917

with No 32 Sqn, and had only
recendy scored the first of his
eventual 57 victories. He wrote;

“We continued doing our offen-
sive patrols, but we never did much
gﬂl:l‘d: 45 ar FI'I:“_' fme th‘l: 1:.“:II'_'I.':II:'I:IJI
Albatros D [ was very superior to
the de Havilland 5cout, and we
rarely had a look in.’

The superiority of the Albatros
over the DH 2
hammered home an 23 November
when Maj Lanoe Hawker VC, the
revered and charismatic commander
I:'I'F HH 24 F;ILETI.. Wl ."'il'l.[.ll dU‘-‘iﬂ l'll'ld
killed by Manfred von Richthofen

D['-_.."ﬁjr.-i 2 (soon to be renamed Jﬂﬁm

WS I;_IlTi!'IL'I fl?!] ¥
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Boelcke) in 4 fierce doghight. The loss of Hawker was as birter a blow
o the RFC as Boelcke's death had been to the German air service, and
was symbaolic of the ascendancy of the new generarion of German

biplane fighters.

CHAPTER ONE

JAGDSTAFFEL 17

Far to the southeast of the British secror, cast of Verdun, Jasta 17 had been
formed on 23 October 1916 from Kampfstaffel Metz, a formation which
had been operational from Metz-Frescaty aerodrome in defence of the old
fortress city of Metz for some three months. Jasta 17 was fully mobilised

SJasta— Julius Buckler.

Hessian Grand Ducal Division’s  Tnfanterie-Regiment  Grossherzogin
(3. Badisches) Nr 117 in Ocrober 1912, He went to war with this unir,
and received the first of five scrious wounds in Seprember 1914. As he
recuperated in his hometown in October, Buckler ook the opportunicy
to apply for a transfer to the air service, as aviation had always fascinared
him. He trained at Flieger-Ersarz-Abreilung (FEA) 6 in Grossenhain, and
by the summer of 1915 was flying in Artillerie Flieger-Abteilung 209 in
the Verdun secror. Buckler flew artillery-ranging sorties for a year before
bE]ng asked 1o joan Jasta 17.

At this time new Jasta pilots often received only what little training the
Staffelcommander could provide under frontdine conditions. Thus it was

he would like to join the unit. He did his initial flying on the ‘old Fokkers'
he reported that the unit still had on hand, bur eventually switched to the
Albatros D I1.

In 1939 Buckler wrote a memoir of his wartime experiences enritled
Malaula! Der Kampfruf meiner Staffel (Malaula! The Bartle-Cry of My
Sguadron). While lacking many dates and other imporrant details, it does
provide an evocative look art the experiences of an Albatros ace,

By mid-December 1916, famez 17 had yet to rally its first confirmed
victory. 17 December found Buckler doing a lone patrol in the cold skies

over the battle-scarred fields of Verdun. His account was translared by
Adam Wair;

on 11 November under the command of Rirem Heinz Anton Freiherr
von Brederlow. Thar same day a fledgling fighter pilot arrived at the unit
who would carve out quite a name for himself as the star performer of the

Buckler was born in Mainz on 28 March 1894, and had enlisted in the

that Buckler went directly to fasta 17 after receiving a telegram asking if

Metz-Frescaty airfield is the setting
for this view of Jasta 17 Albatros
fighters = most are D lis, but an
early I Il appears third from left.
There were several variations of
the wvertical stripe markings, which
probably served as a form of
Jagdstaffel or Ketfe insignia. In
addition, many of the unit's fighters
displayed a personal black number
forward of the stripes. Julius
Buckler scored his initial victory
flying a D I, which was probably
the first aircraft to bear his famous
Mops name {HAG/UTD)




Thia crashed Jasia 17 D 1l dizsplays
a different form of striped marking
on the fuselage (HRAC/UTD)

I.'J'L "|'-.'i|'|!l'_'|.'~!'| d-'l.}" 1T wWias, ]i!{t’ Ay {]Iht'.r. 'l"."l_lﬂl'l in l:|1:;1r “":'.I'[h:‘[ _I_ [I'Ilﬂ':'; {:IE:F
with a new machine — an Albarros D I — in order (driven by my demon)
to scour the sky for the enemy of whom I dreamt day and nighr. The sky
stretched out in an empty, grey, thinning brightness.

“There I see abour 200 metres below me one of the observation aircraft
of my old Aéreilung crabbing abour. And ar the same time [ see directly
over Fort Douaumont yet another aircraft — indeed a Gistervumpf
(“larrice-rail” or “larrice fuselage”, the German airman’s slang for a pusher
aircraft)! Without pondering long, I put my machine on its nose and
'L'hilﬁ-fd. l;j'::"'."-"['l. .'li.tﬂr lhﬂ.' ':':lh!'it f".":]ti[,]l'l ﬂi.T{:T:li'-l- Thal_’ [ didn}[ ram [hc ]_-"a_l'mﬂl_'_l
remains a mystery to me. [ sped past him.

‘Missed! Whar was the meaning of this? [ was really a fool! The machine
whipped around on its wingtip and now the twisting and turning began.
The larrice-tail was slower than I, but my French flying comrade was by far
the better pilot. His observer received me with a couple of proper burses
I‘-J'ﬂln hl."l ['I'Ii.:l.ﬂhi.]'lf_' HL”]. ﬁ"lilaT = |iﬂ.|.g[-|;.ihl.li novice I WS, II':{"I]'H:,'I Was 1D hﬂ"r'!_"
imparted the knowledge to me? In my rime there were as yet no fighter pilot
schools. There had been no training in fighter aircraft. One was placed in
the crate and the order was "Go upf“ Each had to gain his own ex pernenge,

"X number of times I sped past the Farman and shot with might and
main. Finally | noticed that the observer was no longer to be seen. Where
was he? Had he concealed himsel? Was he wounded or dead? Then |
saw thart the lartice-tail dipped and began to spin. I remained behind him
stubbornly. A cloud of dust! An explosion and scattering pieces. [ was
within a hair of crashing next to him in the hill, I was that low. A wild
rartling and whistling of bullers! Someone below was shooring ar me.
Now it was a matter of opening the throttle and gerting away! Our of the
whistling, hissing witches’ cauldron. A lucky thing that was — [ made i,
Soaked to the skin from the excitement, [ raced above the earth. Then |
SAW A.'Liﬂ“'“."h l]r:lr:lg i.:'r_l.l{:l“- e,

‘My first aerial vicrory!'

In his 1939 account, Buckler professed thar afrer the initial thrill of
hi.:'l “I‘Si i}%ff_‘u’ffg Wil E[] (§ L= |._|E h-'l.d thprti‘jing *hﬂugl‘lfﬁ ﬂ'F:[hC WD bTﬂ_'&"{:
fellows who now lay on the hill, dead or with broken, mutilared limbs'. If
true, such teelings would have been exceptional for a young fagdflieger
who had just scored his unit’s first viceory. French records do not fully
corroborate his claim, though perhaps his vicrim was Sgr R Choisner
of Esradrille C74, who was forced

T I-".I.E'll'_'l. \-\'n]'l. 'ﬁ'r'l:]l_'lr]d:'i iTl. d (__';Lildrnrl
(anocher ‘lartice-tail type).

One fasta 17 pilot who became
Elucl:ﬁ.lff.'h Cl[}EL‘:‘lt Fr'li:r]d.. -"I.['I'I'j "u"'ﬂ'}l[:l

was also destined for ‘acedom’, was
Viw Georg Strasser. Born on 10
November 1891 ar Leukerstetten, in
Wiirttemberg, Strasser had also been
intrigued by aviation before the war,
He received pilot’s training at the
military Flfegerschule in Gotha in
1915, and by May 1916 was piloting
Albacros C I11s with FFA 44.

HIAD S3AVLI INVIdIE FHL
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Two successful NCO pilots — and
close comrades — of Jasta 17,
Julius Buekler (on the left, with his
favoured stocking cap) and Georg
Strasser. Both were charter
members of the Staffel, but this
photograph was taken later when
the unit was based at Wasquehal,
mear Lille, in the autumn of 1917
{HAC/LITDN

Like Buckler, he was a founding member of fasta 17, and his logbook
records his flights in Fokker monoplanes and a Halberstade [ I1. By
December he was flying Albatros D [1 1712/16. Curiously, his logbook
has his firse vICTOry as :Jcr_'urring on 17 December — the same da}r as
Buckler's confirmed claim. However, the generally accepred record has
Strasser's first victory as coming on the 24th, Strasser described his
combar laconically:

‘Hellish artillery fire north of Douaumont and six Caudrons ac 200 m
operating as artillery fliers. Attacked one from behind. Atter 300 rounds
he crashed into the shell holes. Return flight through incessanr fire at
altitude of 50 1o 100 m. Landed in Merz as darkness fell.”

As Buckler noted, in this period some pilots were posted to the
Staffeln with little training in fighter tactics, formation flying or combar
manoeuvres, although all had combar experience flying in reconnaissance
or bombing formarions. There were several Kampfeinsitzer-Schulen
(combart single-seater schools) in existence, and in these schools a pilor
took additional retraining and tests on E- and D-type aircratt. On
29 November 1916, fagdstaffelschule T was formed ar Valenciennes (later
a second school was formed ar Valenciennes, but relocated o Nivelles
in February 1918). There, budding fighter pilots were instructed in the
MancCuvres rl;'qui.]'q:d :I'-I:'Ilf t'l'}:ﬂl;:ti"u"f l:['l'mhilt Jrld i:[:lrl'l'lﬂl.i“!'t ﬂ}rillgu -I.]'lf."
instructors were usually highly experienced fagdflieger themselves,

As December's grim weather settled in, aerial fighting tapered off all
ONWET '[.h[" "'.'-‘;-"t.‘.'-:r:‘rrl F]T:I]'I.T. FI:ITi.]'lg_ II.ET U]'l.!_"r' r:m:lj.-‘. H}' 1.|'|ﬂ' ﬂ"d ﬂf' lg 1{:1 [hfr’:
were 39 Albarros D Is and 214 D 1ls reported ar the front. Significantdy,
there were also 13 of the new Albatros D Il sesquiplanes. Albatros
fighters made up 55 percent of all D-types reported at the fronr on 31
Diecember, with the majority of the rest being Halberstads and Fokkers,
There were stll 107 Fokker and Pfalz monoplanes on hand, bur Albatros
D-types accounted for 45 percent of all frontline German fighters,

There were 25 Jagdstaffelnin existence, equipped for the most part with
Albatros and Halberstadt biplanes that were both better armed and faster
at operational heights than Allied fighters such as the Sopwith Pup and
MNieuport 17, Although the Albatros’ performance was marched by the
French SPAD VI in most respects, the_fa.f.!'.-e'pihn.-s |}:J$:i::1j:-:t‘d the ﬂbiji[}-' [
begin or terminate a combart against most Allied machines ar will,

NeEw YEAR, NEw AIRCRAFT

As noted above, the first examples of the new Albatros D 11 were just®
arriving at the various Armee Flug Parks as 1916 drew to a close. The
war diary of Jasta 24 reported that three D IIIs were received on 21
December. The Albatros I3 111 was a sesquiplane {meaning ‘one-and-a-
halF wing'], with a narrow :»'.'mg]e-:-.p.'{r battom wlng, L‘]Eat'l}' influenced
by the Nieuport fighters. These light French aeroplanes had had a
remarkable impact on German aircraft design ever since a captured
MNicuport 12 rwo-scarer was tested 1n manoeuvres :a.g.aim:l aFokker Elin
December 1915.

The graceful Nicuport 1 1s that outperformed German aircratt during
the Battle of Verdun only heightened the impression of superioriry.
Caprured Nieuporr 11s were also tested, and found ro have a small

performance advantage over the Halberstade and Fokker D-types fitted




Albatros D I 1922016 was one of six
aircraft allocated to Jasta 24 an 13
January 1917 from Armee Flugpark
‘A’ The unit's first orientation
patrols were flown from
Marchingen the following day

with heavy in-line powerplants.
(serman  aircraft  manufacturers
coveted the Nieuport's superb
field of view downward and its
manocuvrability, In the words of
Peter Grosz:

‘The unobstructed downward
vicw, 50 Important in air combart

when searching and artacking from
abowve, was, in this writer's opinion,
the major reason for the adoption
of the narrow lower wing and

the vee-strut cmlﬂgumrinn tor the
Albatros [ 111 fighter.’

It is interesting to note thar the weight of a fully loaded Nicuporr
11 was a mere 480 kg, while a similarly loaded Albarros D 111, with the
heavy Mercedes D) 111, weighed in at 810 kg!

The performance of the new D 111 was so impressive thar Jdffiegordered
a barch of no fewer than 400 in Ocrober 1916. This was the largest air-
craft production contract awarded by fdffieg to darte, and reflected the
increasing role of fighters in the aerial conflict — and the high attrition of

aeroplanes on the Western Front. A contract for 50 more was placed in
February 1917, followed by an identical order the next month. Albarros
subsidiary OAW would also produce the type in response to orders placed
from April to August 1917, In fact, OAW D IIls would eventually
number 838, of which 300+ were built in the Johannisthal factory.

The tirst [ 115 came in for lavish praise when they arrived in the frone-
line, with Len Rudolf Nebel of Jasse 5 writing that ‘the D 111 was faster than
the D I, and much berter in a climb. This is all the more remarkable
because the Albarros D 1 is already superior to all enemy types.” However,
the D 11l concealed a deadly Achilles heel. Armee Oberbommpands 2
reported on 17 January 1917, ‘Rib fractures and breakage of the leading
edge on Albatros 1919, 1930, 1962 and 2002 as a result of turning
manoeuvres and diving flights — the aircraft were able ro land.”

Six days larer, Roland Nauck of Jastz 6 had a terrifying experience when
the lower right wing of his D 11 shed its fabric and then the wing spar
derached as he was amacking a SPAD. Although wounded in the
engagement, MNauck managed to bring his scout down in the German
frontlines. The very next day the most famous example of D 111 wing
failure occurred when Manfred von Richthofen reported thar ‘one of my
wings broke at an altitude of 900 fr, and it was nothing short of a miracle
thar I reached the ground without a mishap’.

On 27 January Kogenluft grounded all D 1Is until the lower wing
problem could be resolved. Albatros engineers were already supplying
reinforcement braces of sheer metal that gave additonal support to the
front stringers of the lower wing. Even though Fdffier engineers carried
out exhaustive tests, and various forms of reinforced lower wings were
implemented, the cause of the D [l wing failures was never really
understood, or solved. According to Peter Grosz. “the exacr cause of the
Albarros D TIT wing failures will always remain a mystery’. Although the
grounding order was rescinded on 19 February, occasional wing failures

HIAD S3INVI INVILIE FHL
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continued to plague Jfasra airmen
oven  Aas "]'lf.."}' Were wrr_'al-'.ing the
greatest havoc among Allied air
forces in the spring of 1917,

One of Germany's grear heroes,
ace Wilhelm Frankl of fasta 4, was
killed on & April when the lower
wing of his [ [II 2158/16 was
lost during combar with Bristol
F 2 fighters at 800 metres. We will
never L:m}'l.l.-‘ i:x.':lt.‘rl:.-' ]'l.('l"l."." [TRALTY
Jagelflieger lost their lives to this
structural faule, bur Allied reports
of [ Ills shedding their wingg in

Like Jasta 23, Jagdstaffel 16 was
equipped largely with the LV G-buikt
D Il [(wwhich was originally
designated as the LVG D ). Here,
Ltns Erwin Wenig and Ludwig
Hanstein of Jasta 16 play up for the
camera. According to the original
album caption, they were "saying
goodbye'! Hanstein would go on
to command Bavarian Jasfa 36 and
score 16 times before his death

on 271 March 1918 = the first day

of Operation AMichael (HAC/UTDN

This aerial view of an Albatros D |l
[LVG} from Jasta 16 shows off the
distinctive LVG camouflage pattern
on its wings {HAC/UTE

combat are legion. How many of
these were due o bartle damage and how many were due to structural
failure is unknown. Evidence suggests thar the [ Ills buile by QAN
did not suffer as many (if any) wing failures. It is believed thar the lower
wing structure used by OAW was similar to that used on the Albatros
D V. and was suffi i_'il:l'l'[l:u" reinforced to avord faillure. It was [}Erh;{pﬁ
fortunate that the majoriey of D 111s were produced by OAW.,

In spite of these troubling developments, the number of Albatros [ 115
at the front continued to increase, but they were still outnumbered by the
sturdy D Is, which were more than adequarte. By the end of February
1917 there were 150 12 1ls in the frontline inventory, augmented by 137
new D [11s and 28 D 1s. Albatros machines thus accounted for 56 percent
of all D-rvpes art the front.

The constant expansion of Germany's fighrer forces put tremendous
I'.{I:I'l'l:!l'“.lh- RN |.'|.-|I_' 5l F.'P]}' l.:d-".lll]'-:_']'.li-'t il['ld ﬁllil-ﬂ.b[E pilﬂ[i. Whilf ﬁ.fr:i‘_ﬁs‘u'rﬂ 2'::1
27 and 28 were created in army arcas at the front, fagdstaffeln 29 through
37 would be formed ar FEA locales in Germa ny. Most of these new units
would be well below the specified establishment of both machines and
airmen, with an average acrual strength of merely seven aircraft.

A relatively wveteran unit thar
continued to perform well was Kurt
Student’s fasta 9. On 5 February,
Heinrich Kroll wrote, 'Many flights
being made despite freczing temp-
CTATUTES. Dﬁr:rl Wi drc il.l.:'it t]'l.ﬂ.“":‘.'d.‘
out after a patrol when we muse start
another!” Baldamus had destroyed
| 'l..:.'l.ll.d mn Fr:]m L:-jﬁ' L8 1] .lj _T.'u'll.t:i Ly
for his tenth vicrory, and followed
this up with a Farman on 2 February.
Exactly two weeks later he claimed
two Nieuports, but gained confirm-
ation for only one (possibly a
machine from N31). Jasta 9 would
compile five more victories in
March, with Baldamus, Preiter and

Student all :ir:nr'mg.
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southeast, was fasta 15 at Habsheim, near the Vosges Mountains. This
unit was converted from KEK Habsheim in October, and had been
commanded by Oblr Max Reinhold since November. One of its most
successful pilots ar this nme was the young, chullient Ernst Uder, who
. Known

LI L el 'Ll LS ':.?-.. dl Ty "rm-\. e ALl S TCAlY =I10L Ol I LR NeE :.I.'l'.'r'IL"I
locally as the "Vosges Sparrow’, Uder had already shot d hree | I

had been promoted o feutmant der reserve on 22 January 1917

aircratt betore farta 15 acquired Albatros D 1ls in January.

On 20 February Uder and his friend Offz Stv Willy Glinkermann o[
the opportunity to match their new crates against French fighvers. Udet
recounted the tale in his wartime memoir Krenz wider Kokarde { Cross
against Cockade), as translated by Adam Wair;

‘Recently, the French had been getting cockier. We were able o
determine that a new fighter squadron was situated opposite us.
They were equipped with new Nieuports, and flew very well, Generally,
one no longer flew alone now, but rather in twos and threes. Now
one fine morning three gentlemen from this newly discovered “club”
crossed our lines at an alticude 5000+ metres.

"Hj.' chance, my comrade

-y,
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Jasta 9 Albatros D lls are warmed
up on Leffincourt field on 25
February 1917. At far left is Oblt Kurt
Student's machine, marked with

a black and white ‘chequerboard’

on the fuselage. Mext to it |s the
familiar D Il of Viw Erich Kohler,
adorned with a ‘crossed swords’
insignia. Maost of these machines
wwere fitted with mud guards owver
the wheels when this photograph
vwas taken, but these are not evident
in other views |HAC/UTD)

Oblt Student, seated in his Albatros
DIl of Jasta 9, is assisted by a
mechanic on a step ladder [who
obscuras most of the blackwhite
cheguerboard marking]. An
anemometer-type airspeed indicator
is mounted on the interplane strut

{.Jillll.kll MLarnn i.:ll:l'd ] WS OYer ||:IL'
front in owo brand new Albarros
lj ][l ”gh[l_'ni. ||':| al ﬂ:{l.‘i]'l wie |'I..|_L‘I
reached the altitude of the enemy,
and thrust ourselves berween them
and the front. Qur attack on the
three French single-seaters ensued
i!J'.l]'.lTi:l‘-."il'I'li'll_'t']:.' above Miilhausen.
H'.j‘r'!'t"r't'[. (RRTER] ':I'E. |.|:'|':]T'| {:iillglﬂ "r'r'ir'l I.‘I

of the artack on time and ook their

leave in near-vertical dives, while
the third accepred combar in a
plucky fashion, He flew quite well,
and demonstrated all sorts of tricks
like loops, rolls, vertical zooms and
other similar manoeuvres.

‘Ar oa |1-_'i_ghr of 3000 metres —
in the meantime, we had already
drawn somewhat closer to the front-

lines — I succeeded in :1'|mu|i:|1g up

HIAO S3IAVL INYI4IE JHL

21




CHAPTER ONE

Ltn d A Ernst Udet first flew the
Albatros D Il with Jasta 15, where
one of his machines was 1941/16,
He achieved his first success in the
type on 20 February {his fourth
victoryl, and continued to fly the
DN and D ¥ throughout his time
with Jasta 37. Probably 17 of his
first 20 victories were attained in
Albatros fighters

Said to show Jasta 15, this
photograph reveals Albatros D I
types (at left] and Roland D I
Hailfizeh ["Shark’) machines on the
right, After Jasta 15 transferred to
La Selva in the 7. Armee in March
1917, it was opposed by some of
the best French fighter pilots. Udet
wrote, ‘They fly the single-seater
SPAD with the 180 hp Hispano. A
fast, agile machine, superior to our
Haifisch and Albatros, especially in
the dive, when our wing planes
begin to quake sa that we fear
they'll tear off in the air'

his engine. His propeller stopped. On the strength of that, [ approached
him, and then saw the cheeky fellow raise a gloved hand and threaten me.
I replied in kind, bur thar did not appear to make any impression on him,
a5 he |'|:]3.|'J.E an i.‘l.”.E]'l'lPt i[] !'ii“.n: ':}E. fl'lﬂt (€] Eli{l\'.' DVET ]'Ii". own ]inﬁ'ﬁ- H':
almaost succeeded in doing so.

‘Ower Alckirch, we were only 400 metres up, and it was high time that
1.]:“." Ft'[]l:l\"f' CAIme dﬁn\'l—l- M}' rrl:lr:hinl: gllnﬁ 'I:Ji.;ﬁj, ﬂn{l [ ch pﬂﬁ[ I,__Ii,lT_I
repeatedly in order to force him down lower, or cause him o swerve by
means of turbulence and such, He ser down smoothly on a small field
berween the two foremost lines.

“The acroplane had nor stopped rolling when I saw a fellow jump out
of it and bound towards the enemy wire entanglements in great leaps. In
halfa minute he disappeared into the enemy trenches. The aircraft, a new
type Mieuport, was set afire by our artillery and recovered by one of our
patrols at nighe.

“Altogether, I had fired about 500 rounds ar the enemy, and was deeply
saddened by the fact that | had not brought him down on our side of
the lines. 1 spent the next three days on uninterrupred target practice
from the air.’

Udet's doughty opponent of this day was Adjurant Pierre Cazenove
de Pradines ot Escadrifle N31. He survived the war to be interviewed
by Jon Guoman in 1978, Cazenove de Pradines recalled that he was
accompanied on this mission by only ene other Nieuporr 17, and denied
shaking his fise at Uder;

“Ivis true thar I'was hit in the motor ar 300 metres and my machine gun
stopped or jammed. | glided into the frondines, despite the ground fire,
o find a landlng site. | had Just landed in Mo Man's Land when [ was off
and running to get back ro the French trenches, which seemed a long way
off, sprincng from shell hole to shell hole.”’

C.‘:‘li‘.l:]‘!urﬂ d.E Fr;:'l.dil'u::i fl'_'tufl'l.l'_'d. [L4) |:'| I[:'l- Z‘SI'_] L'I-'J.I'J.l'li 1111 :ir.h‘j Z'iil'_'ﬂm] LCVEDN
victories by war's end.

As more and more Jagdsraffeln were created, a steady stream of new
pilots was required. Typical of these was Lin d R Johann Janzen. He had
volunteered for service in the 1st Leibbusaren Regimenr at Danzig-
Langfuhr in August 1914, and transferred to the air service in April 1916,
Afrer pilot training ar FEA 3 in Gotha, he reported o Saffel 12 of Kagoh!




Mr 1, and was soon flying an
."H”:'I':I.tﬂ:l?i DW=-5Carer on |'I¢':l'|'|'ll_'lil'|g
missions on the Russian Front
At the end of Ocrober 1916, the
Kagah! transterred to the Western
Front. Janzen's ."free_llji[ifa_rﬁﬂ'.'rrr. Hptm
Paul Backhaus, had been given
command of the new feme 23
{fully equipped with LVG-built

Albatros [ 1ls), and he asked -.-,',‘_'

ok e ik

Janzen to join him. In his later
vears Janzen was interviewed by Alex Imrnie, and reported;

‘Mow my greatest wish had been fulfilled. We thought shooting dewn
enemy aeroplanes was so simple that many of us secretly saw the Powr fe
Merite beckoning us. However, it was soon brought home to us that in
practice it was not as casy as we had fondly imagined.

IF';}“ﬂ"«'r'i[]E ll]'f.‘ rﬂ?]’r]lﬂli.“['l 'i:li'- |.'|"|'L' jrl{[;’f{!!ﬂj]rl.'.lfi:l'l J"-.f1 CLE, Wie |'|-I|.':"'|"ﬂ':.‘| 8 Ihf
acrodrome ar Puxieux, near Mars-la-Tour, on 7 January 1917, Despite
the cold weather, we did a lot of flying, and seon some of us were
El.lﬁ.ﬂ'r.lr!g J}{:IIII E-I.'U."“h.!lﬂ:. .'-'Hlfl'li'lligh W WOre 5 .II:,'.l_'i."."I',,". W 5AW Hﬂ[hing
of the French fliers and, thirsting for action, we decided to attack the
French observation balloons, Duri ng our first attempt one of our pi]um
managed to shoot down a French balloon south of 5t Mihiel (Lin Rehm,
on 14 February). Now there was no stopping us! Evervone wanted to
l]ri r1g Iil: MW I'Jil"f_:lﬂl'l-

I[[ Was "u‘r'j[h 1.]'|.j."1' il"'.‘l:lli.“['l 1.]th [ 1':".:'1';. EI‘E.F 'I."u"”l:l ] {:I:'Il'l'l'l'.liil'lil:'l'l'l an '[I'It"
misty morning of 25 February. In the clear air above the haze layer, we
SOOI hj:l“fll_‘d d |:'|-i|:]||::l”]'| l]l] xl’.‘ingillg o il_'.!'i {:ﬂl_'.ll{".. ﬂl'ﬁd Wi WENS I{I_I_‘_Ill;' ]
approach it withour coming under fire. When it looked as though [ was
about to bag my first balloon, | suddenly sported a French pusher flying
owards the Front below me. m'vi:.' L'::u:|1'||'.l:||ﬁ:'.u11 had gone all out For the
balloon, but [ turned back immediarely, and with the sun directly behind
me, | dived down on the enemy machine tocally unseen.

"With the engine throtled

This view of a purported

Jasta 15 Albatros D Il illustrates
the sesquiplane layout that
characterised the type. Ermnst Udet
ance dived his D Il to its limit in
chasing a French SPAD, and later
reported, ‘The wings of the Albatros
are not up to the strain, They begin
to flutter more and more, so that |
fear the machine will disintegrate in
the air. | give up the pursuit and
return home" [HAC/UITDY

Although of poor quality, this
photograph shows two mechanics
with an LVG-built Albatros O 1l of
Jasta 23 - the unit of Johann Janzen,
Just visible is the black swastika that
sarvad as a unit marking for this
Staffel. The coloured fuselage bands
were individual pilot's markings.

The swastika was one of the first
unit markings instituted in the
Jagdstaffeln, as the commandar,
Hptm Backhaus, had previoushy
served in Kagohl 1, and he had
brought the idea with him from

that formation

back, [ approached to within 100
metres of the Frenchman — he was
nicely in my sights, and I pressed
the machine gun wiggers. My
.";i'lﬂr."; TSt hﬁ"r't: gﬂl'll' !'II"IF."I:'. :‘ii'l'l':,'ﬂ
his engine seemed 10 stop. Being
at the rear, it had caughr the full
t'“li_'l'_'r ‘l:lj"IT]_'f' ﬁfﬂ. HH'&\" i" WS SRy
While the pusher went down ina
tight spiral, | hung onto him and
followed his every mowve unil
he landed berween the lines
and wrned upside-down. This

ras my first confirmed victory,
being ar the same time the first

tor the m‘:n'r.:z)_l";.’é'.!r OVET an  enemy

acroplane.’

HIAD S3IHYL INVILIE FHL
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‘BLOODY APRIL’

he pace and intensity of aerial activity had inereased throughout

the first months of 1917, despite the poor weather. In January

1917, the 25 _ffrgﬂ".-'fr{,l"ﬁ*.!'ﬂ had downed 31 contirmed opponents —
a number thar increased to 65 in February. In March, German ground
FGJI'E:L\:';- r:lliidn;: 4 s5fra rl_'EiL' 1.\'1't|'|{]r.!1.'|.'.1l to A HE'II:'IFF!_"I'I‘_‘[L I_TILII; !';[rl"ll'lgl:l." fl_'lrl."-lﬁ L'I.,L
line. The lacter was known to the Allies as the ‘Hindenburg Line’, but the
Germans called it the Stegfriedsrellung.

German air units were given the difficult task of screening the move
from prying Allied observation aircraft, and the former had to accomplish
this mission without hampering their own ongoing operations. RFC
reconnaissance :«quadn:un made a tremendous effort 1o discover whai
the Germans were up to, and suffered inordinate losses ar the hands of
lhﬂ.' _lllldﬂ-!i! |.]i|.|:|'t"'i- '."."1-'“."'.:"1 ]':lTl::l'lu"l"l:l ] [u,‘rir'nd I"Ir.LIE'IE'I‘FL"{'L'L'IL'H[G_‘[‘I I{I_L'I'i;:ll l;_'-l_'ll'l'll_-l;l'[
success, with 34 fagdseaffeln claiming more than 150 victories — burt this
was only a foreshadowing of what was to come. RFC losses in March were
equal to their losses tor the entire year of 1915, and 88 percenr of those
were the result of aerial combar.

Both sides were preparing for the Allied Spring offensives that
obviously lay ahead. French forces under Gen Robert Nivelle were
planning a large-scale assault on the Chemin des Dames scheduled
tor 16 April — untormunarely, the Germans had caprured full details
of Nivelle's plans. The British First Army was o pLL}' an nrigi:nﬂ”].'
subordinate rele, and launch their own diversionary spring offensive in
the area around Arras, thus dmwing the German forces into a defence of
Cambrai. This assault would primarily face the German 6. Armee, which
was also well informed abour the Allies” intentions. The aerial activity in
|.|'I|L' ."'Huf]'-'l.:'i SeCIOr Con :'itli'l.l.t' r1tl_1.' i.'lﬂ L= §} ".'I H I:'ii 'r]'ln b1 l.g]'l LT il".-1..||. r-:_'|!1-

Along with the famous fasts Boelcke and the ascendant Jasta 11 (which
had been under Richthofen’s command since mid-January), one of the
best units on the British front was Jasea 12, This Sraffel was commanded
by Hptm Paul Henning von Osterroht — an excellent combar leader.

Von Osterroht was born into a milicary family in Luncberg on 13
5Eptf]t1l'ltf 1887, H;u-i.l'lg joined the Dewisch (inﬂ'lt'.'és-kf:g.'-i.’ée'ﬂf Nr 152
in May 1906, he was commissioned the following year. Von Osterroht

had learned to fly ar Gotha betore the war, and was serving in FFA 18

Albatros D lls and O llls of Jasta 12
are on display in this photograph,
circa March 1917, At this time the
unit had not yet adopted the black
tail unit marking which would
become so familiar. The D Il at
the extreme right, marked with a
black/white chevron insignia, is
thought to be Ltn Oskar Miller's
1960/17. Second from right is von
Dsterrohit’s O 11, 1958/16, marked
with a black and white quartered
device. Von Osterroht died in this
machine on 23 April 1917




when the conflice broke out. He i
became one of the first airmen to
win the [ron Cross Firse Class, on
7 Octaber 1914, On 30 _]:anuﬂr_'.-'
1915 von Osterrohr finally made
oberlewrmant  while  serving  in
I.'I'H: hljmhing H:!’mal"lnrl ]"i.l'l.[]"!'i'r]
as  Briefrauben-Abteilung  Ostende
(BACDN, One of his observers in
the unit was the as-yer-unknown
Manfred von Richthofen.

The two encountered a French
Farman over enemy lines one day,
and von Osterroht piloted their
W O-SEE e slcﬂﬁﬂl:; Into a }'.nn.tc:irlnn

where von Richthofen could fire
100 rounds from his Parabellum gun, :"l.{:r:vl:ur{ling to the latter, the
Farman crashed, but it came down so far behind French lines it remained
unconfirmed. Von Osterrohr and von Richthofen soon parced ways, but
would mect again when they commanded neighbouring Jagdstaffeln
during the Arras battle. In May 1916, von Osterroht was posted to
Kampfitaffel 5 1, which he soon commanded. In October he took over
Jasta 12, and was promoted to Aawptmann the next month.

By mid-March 1917, Jasta 12 had racked up eight victories for the loss
of two pilots killed and another two wounded. The star performer thus far
was Lin d R Adolf Schulte, with four aireratt ¢o his credie. On 19 March
von Osterroht finally added 1o the fasea rally with a “Sopwith’ downed ar
Roisel-Templeux. This was actually one of the RFC's new SPAD Vs
trom Mo 19 5qn, which had one pilot caprured and two more return with
shot-up aircraft. By 24 March the Staffeltally had risen 1o the point where
the unirt received a telegram from the ‘brass’ congratulating the pilots on
downing 14 enemy aircraft ‘in such a short time’.

Although much atrention has been rightly paid to the action on the
Hlj[iﬁh :F]'{:l]'l_'[ ﬂ]"l:l'l_l.]ll:l F'.rr:]ﬁ., il'l T{'.ﬂllit:r' TSt 'I.:l+. tl'.“'.' ':.:'Ef'l'l'lilll ;l:ifLTi]ﬁ. Hl]d
airmen were concentrated to the south opposite the French, where they
would remain for many months.

'::]l,'_ll: le rhﬁ: MEWET Ilnil.'li H_'!."ll'ﬁg :!g.'l..”i:'il: tl']t' Fft r:l-::l'l WS Jlrﬂ'_-.'jl:z 34. '!"."hi.l_-h
became operational at Mars la Tour on the Armee Abteilung C front. On
17 March ten pilots made their first flighes in their Albatros [ [s.

Jasta 34 was commanded by Oblt Eduard Dostler, a 24-year-old career
soldier. He had gone to war with the 4. Pionierbataillon of the Bavarian
Army. li.llniqucj:,.r, Dostler had won the Bavarian Lifesaving Medal on
21 August 1914 for preventing two of his men from drowning in the
Danube. Having served with distinction in the trench wartare of 1914-
13, he transferred to aviation and began his pilot training at Schleissheim
n Fthmary 1916.

Dwostler achieved his first two victories as a pilot in Kampfsraffel 36,
where he flew the Boland C 11, On 27 December he was awarded the
Bavarian Military Merit Order dth Class with Crown and Swords, and
soon transferred to_fassa 13, From there Dostler went to fasta 34, where
he and his wingman Len Hans Adam got things off to an auspicious start

Oblt Eduard Dostler smilas from the
cochkpit of his Jasta 34 Albatros D I,
which was marked with a personal
emblem of a white band around the
fuselage. The centrally mounted
radiator is an indication of an
early-production D . Pilots soon
complained that the water duct
from the engine to the aerofoil
radiator made aiming difficult. At
some point in the production series
between D Il 221516 and D 1l
25216, the radiator was offset

to starboard (HAC/UTDY
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on 24 March 1917, when three out of a group of four twin-engined
Caudron G 4s of Ercadrille C18 were brought down by the two Bavarians,
Dostler’s concentrated fire sene the first aircraft down in flames near
Ruprae 1230 hrs, then he went on to fell a second Caudron near Dugny.
Adam’s victim (his first) crashed into the woods ar Rupr-en-Woévre,
These two formidable air fighters would continue to fly and score

ogether, and they eventually went on to enjoy grear success with Jasta 6
of von Richthofen’s fagdeerchwader Nrl. They would also both earn the
Bavarian Knight's Cross of the Military Max-Joseph Order,

THE BATTLE oF ARRAS

On 4 April 1917 — some five days before the ground attack was scheduled
—the RFC began its air offensive on the Arras front. The British objective
was to drive the German fighters back from the frontlines of the battle,
permitting their own reconnaissance and army cooperation aircraft to
perform their missions unhindered. While this tactic had worked during
the early months on the Somme, the well-coordinated and confident
Jagdstaffein, equipped largely with Albatros scours, would reap a deadly
harvest of British aircraft this time.

Berween 4 and 8 April, no fewer than 75 RFC aircraft were shot down.
The eager fasta pilots had honed their skil
March, and those in the Arras sector found themselves in whar today’s

s and tactics to a 11:ig|1 }'.u;}iut n

airmen would call a “rargee-rich environment’ thanks to the unrelenting
offensive policy of the RFC. The Albatros D 11/111s were clearly superior
to the majority of British reconnaissance aeroplanes. They were equal
to or berter than most of the RFC fighters as well, with their most
formidable opponents being the Sopwith Triplane and the SPAD VI,
The German fighter formations defending the Arras front in April were
Jagdstaffeln 3,4, 11,12, 27, 28, 30 and 33, Due w their maximum efforr,
and the arerition that accompanied it, by the end of the month most of
these Staffeln could muster an average daily strength of only seven aircraft
each. According to historian Alex Imrie, from 1 o 12 April there were

only abour 42 fighting acroplanes ready for action daily, although this
number had increased to 56 machines by the end of the monch. Their
grounderews marched the tireless efforts of the fasta pilots, and some
fagdstafféln were airborne as often as four times per day,

Among the various Staffeln facing the Britsh, fasta 30 was hardly a
standout. It recorded a modest eight victories in April. Four of these were
achieved on ene day as the first victories of Ltn Joachim von Berwrab. He

Jazta 34 Albatros fighters are seen
an parade at Mars la Tour, with
Dastler's D 11l at extreme right,
Daostler is manning the tripod-
mountaed hinoculars in front of

his scout




had been horn in the small village
of St Andreasburg/Zellenfeld in
the Harz Mountains in the Duchy

of Brunswick fEr:um:i::hw:lg]- and

was commissioned in the Nieder-
sichsisches  Feldarvillerie-Regiment
Nr 46, After n1aking the switch to
aviation, von Bertrab flew with
FFA 71, and also served briefly in
F.r.l."r.{'f:l'n'.rz_f,lrfﬂf Metz. He arrived at
Jasta 30, commanded by Oblt Hans
Bethge, in carly March 1917,

Bethge was a 26-year-old veteran of BAO and the distinguished KEK
Bertincourt, as well as its successor, Jasza 1. He had led Jasra 30 from irts
f]"i:i-ﬂl'il:l'l_-l jl'l _]i:'lrluﬂ]’:.'. blll’ [F'lf L]l'liT HEY :'.":_'[ I::”!Jl.l:{ I_.“:l.!:'il.' ﬂ:l]'l.]j.' |.']'|]'|L'I.' 'l-'il'_'t'l:lfi.l'_':"i-
On 6 April — a day of carnage which saw 25 British and eight French
aircraft lost — Joachim von Bertrab would put his own mark in che
Jasta 30 record book.

Early in the morning four Marrinsyde GG 100 Elephants of No 27
Sqn targeted the railway station in the Belgian town of Ath, some 80
kilometres behind the German lines. At 0813 hrs, the RFC formarion was
intercepred by a group of Jawa 30 fighrers, mose likely Albatros types —
C:,':Lpl_' A Clarke, who was |rading the Brinsh aircraft, identified his
:!-'.l‘.-'r:r:\i:iril:h A% H:!]l]tfﬁtﬂdth. !':ILI.I ]lf |T]..‘|.:|.' 'l."r'L']l. J'ﬁ.‘l'l-'ﬁ'.' I}L‘f['l ]T]i:-.[.‘lk-.‘.’!l- "r'rUn
Bertrab swooped down on the formation, as Clarke later reporred;

“Ohver Ach ac 5000 fr machine ZUns were heard, and on |q1-|:]~c'mg_ behind,
[ saw one Martnsyde going down, with one Halberstadr (sic) on ics tail.
This machine was last seen out of control in a spin close to the ground.
The HA then hovered above the formation while l'n_':ighr was lost to
2300 fe to drop the bombs. The formation then rendezvoused very
quickly after bombing, bur hostile machines — at least three and probably
more — kept up above in the sun, hiring bursts at intervals. Eventually, one
dived onto the formation. The HA shor down the rear machine of the
formation, which went down in flames, and then, being fired on, kept up
above the formation. Hring occasional shots.”

In his attacks our of the sun, von Bertrab had desparched two
Martinsydes and their pilots in just a few minutes. About two hours
later, Bethge led another fasta 30 flight which pounced on a formarion
of Sopwith 112 Strutter two-seaters from No 45 Sgn engaged in a
reconnaissance mission over Lille.

The calour scheme of Ltn Joachim
von Bertrab’s Albatros D 1 of Jasia

30 has produced considerable
debate. Photographed in the early
summer of 1917, this aircraft
displayed white crosses on what
was certainly a black fuselage and
fin/rudder assembly. Von Bertrab
wias later shot down ina D VW by
Mannock, who described the aircraft
a% black. It seems very likely that
this earlier D Il was the same
colour, albeit with a two-calour
comet insignia painted on the
fuselage. The white border of the
original fuselage cross has been
overpainted black, and the
difference in surface sheen between
it and the surrounding phywood
produced the odd "border” effect.
At this time the wing radiator
was mounted in the early central
Iocation, but this seems to have
changed later

Von Bertrab explains elements

of his O Il to Duke Ernst Il of
Saxe-Altenburg on the Jasta 30
asrodrame at Phalempin. Mote that
all struts and wheel covers appear
to be in factory finish. The wings
and tailplansa retained their factory
camouflage as well

The artack was so unnerving for
the beleaguered British airmen that
rwo of the Supwirfﬂ collided  at
1048 hrs. Von Bertrab received
credit for both of the two-seaters -

none of their crews survived.

B:! rﬂ.l':r' d F".'"a"n"
Bethge's accurarte fire destroved vet
another of the Mo 45 Sqn Strutters

ITHILLES ]il‘lfl’-\.

for his own fifth victory. Von

Bertrab’s four in one day made his
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name — no other Jagdfliegerhad as yer accomplished such a feat (although
six pilots would equal or surpass this mark by the end of the war). Quick
fame, and publicity on a series of Sanke portrait postcards, followed.
The day after von Bertrab’s feat, the Bavarian daredevil Max Miiller
re-entered the scoring column after a three-month dry spell. Wich his

tally standing ar five, Miiller had been transferred to the Wiirttemberg
Jagdstaffe! 28 on 20 January 1917. On 10 April, he wrote to his father;
“This is to inform vou that | shot down an Englishman on the 7th.
[ don’t know light now if | can get him confirmed because he crashed
in enemy lines. In any case, 1 am glad that [ have had an air barde after
such a long time. There were seven Englishmen, and they wanted to drop
bombs on our place. We were three fellows, and did not think about it too
long. I Hew into the middle of the squadron so thar the Englishmen had
to spread out. Itwas very interesting how they all skinned off for the front.
They dropped their bombs somewhere very quickly, withour any results.”
COn 7 April Miiller and his comrades (including Len Walter von Biilow-
Bﬂ[]‘lk&l‘llp ﬁf_fﬁ'.'im' 13} had attacked a ﬂighl: of FE 2d [JIJ.‘:."H-I'_'T.'-: from No 20
Sgn thar had made an evening raid on the acrodrome ar Mouvaix.
Inevitably, RFC accounts of the action differ from the German version,
bur it scems thar Cape G Mahoney-Jones and his observer 2Le W B
Moyes had scen one of the other "Fees’ being artacked by German
fighters, and valiantly turned back to assist their squadronmares, The
crippled aircrafe they went to help made it back with a wounded pilot and
a dead gunner, but Mahoney-Jones™ ‘Fee’ was by then being riddled by
Miiller'’s concentrated fire, The FE 2d fell in flames in the British lines
and both crewmen died. Miiller received confirmation for his sixth
opponent, and the other "Fee' was credited to Biilow as his tenth vicrory.
Equipped with the Albatros D 111, and having gained considerable
experience and skill in the previous month, the Jagdsaffeln facing the
coming British oftensive were ar the peak of their morale and fighting
cfficiency. On 8 April Boelcke's old friend Erwin Bshme, still in recovery
from a wound. visited the front and wrore:
“There is now a splendid acrial operation here. The English come over
in huge swarms with new, very fast aircraft. However, among us there
now prevails — at least among most of the Staffeln — a spirit thar is quire

A fewr of the new Albatros D W
fighters are seen down the line in
this wonderful display of Jasta 30

D iz at Phalempin sometime
between May and mid-August 1917,
The second D Il in line, 76017,

is thought to be Vha Hans
Oberlénder’s machine, and next

is 767/17 of Ltn d R Oskar Seitz.
Sixth in line is almost certainly Ltn
Heinrich Brogmann's D I, and the
saventh is a DV probably flown by
Ltn Paul Ergbuth. The ninth machine
is von Bertrab's black D I, which
now seems to have had an offset
radiator fitted in common with

the other aircraft

Offz Stw Max Miller's small stature
is emphasised in this view as he
poses on the wheel of an Albatros
D . Miller had transferred to the
Wirttemberg Jasta 28 in January
1917, and scored his first victory
with that unit on 7 April




Something overhead (friend or foe?}
attracts the attention of Ltn Walter
von Bulow-Bothkamp (on the right]
of Jasta 18 on Halluin airfield, near
Menin. The recipient of his rather
animated conversation — with cane
and face bandage — was probably
the CO, Rittm Grieffenbhagen, who
was wounded in both the leg

and jaw on 24 April 1917, The
photograph may date from around
10 May 1917, wwhen Grieffenhagen
paturmied to take over the unit again
from von Bulow [who had been
acting commander]. D N 2227716
in the background displays a dark
stripe and wheel covers — markings
which were also $een on von
Biilow's D 11 195416 [HAC,/UTDY

This familiar photograph truly
evokes the panache of Germany's
most celebrated Jagdflisger during
the period of their greatest success.
Seated in his red Albatros D 1,
Manfred von Richthofen — whao
tallied 21 victories in April - is
surrounded by his hunters af

Jasta 11 at Roucourt in Aprnil 1917
Identified from left to right, with the
number of victories scored in April,
are Ltn Kard &llmenrdder {4), Ltn d B
Hans Hinsch, YWihw Sebastian Festner
{101, Lin Karl-Emil Schafer (15], Ltn
Kurt Waolff (221, Lin Gearg Simon

{1) and Ltn d R Oito BErauneck.
Crouching in front are Ltn Karl Esser
and Ltn d R Constantin Krefift (1),
with Ltn Lothar von Richthafen (15)
seated with legs crossed |HAC/UTD)

magnificent, Would Boelcke ever be happy about it! This morning [ was
with von Richthofen, who now has been promoted to riremenster. I s
amazing to whart level he has brought his Staffelin such a shore time. He
has nothing but young men around him who would jump through fire for
him. His younger brother Lothar has been with the Seaffel for a short
time. Von Richthoten himself is full of vigour. Even if on some days he
flies five sorties, one does not notice a trace of fatigue in him,”

O the 9th the Barrle of Arras officially began on the ground, as British
troops went over the top, accompanied by significant numbers of tanks,
The Canadian Corps courageously ook Vimy Ridge, but once again the
RFC suffered heavy casualties, Quire a few German pilots were piling up
one VIctory after anocher in these Llii:.-'h- of almost constant, and intense,
aerial combat. OF course von Richthofen's fasta 11 was ar the forefront,
cutting swathes through British formarons day after day. By the Sth, von
Richthofen had downed eight more opponents since the month began,
and on the 11th he would be the first fagdffiegerto match the 40 victories
of his mentor Boelcke.

The names of Kurt Wolff, Karl-Emil Schifer, Scbastian Festner and
the wittmedster's brother Lothar were also regularly turning up in army
communiqués and German newspapers. Such fame enrticed aggressive
Jagdflieger up and down the front to compere for similar glory and
decorarions, leading some to reckless acrion.

-AGAINST THE FRENCH

(On the French front, April was
almost # bloody as it was in
I".]q'I,'I'I_L{I:'r.F, A .I(_'I_'il!}l'l i'll.!.:ll'.l_'l'.l 5|.lF| i.]l

anticipation of the Nivelle Offen-
sive. fasta 9, stll commanded by
Oble Kurt Student, was in the thick
of it. The Saxon ace Hartmurt
Baldamus was nearing the covered
20-victory ma rk. He would gu'm his
18th canfirmed claim on the 14dh,
bur it cost him his life. Around
1130 hrs, fasta 9 became embroiled
in a doghight with Nicuport
17s of Escadrille N37. Baldamus
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Jagta 9 commander Oblt Kurt
Student turns towards the camera
in his D lll for a photograph,
reportedly taken in February 1917.
His own inscription on this shot
says it ‘appeared in all newspapers
irn April 1917", Like other Jasta 9

D lis and D llls, this aeroplane had
a metal fairing fitted on top of the
gun breeches (P A Grosz)

Jasta 11 was far from being the
only Staffel to fly colourful Albatros
fighters during ‘Bloody April’, as this
line-up of Jastas 36 machines at

Le Chitelet shows, Several of the
aircraft had their fuselages painted
in an identifying colour, and the
‘chequerboard’ D Il is especially
noteworthy. Jasta 36 was credited
with 15 victories in April without

a single casualty |HAC/UTD)

attempted to ger in close o the
aircraft of Cpl Simon so as to riddle
it with machine gun fire, but
misjudging his closing speed, he
instead flew his Albatros straight

into the HEELL[_H:IIL at 1140 hrs over
St Maric-a-Py. Both men fell to
their deaths.

Baldamus' comrade Heinrich
Kroll (who would gain his first
confirmed claim on 1 May 1917)
wrote a very perceptive letter at

this tme. It reveals a grear deal
about the mindset of an aggressive
Jagdfiieger,

It is very difficult to ger confirmation of a victory — especially the
first one! It must be confirmed by our own ground troops, whe have w
state that an enemy aircraft was shot down or completely destroyed.
Because of this, the victory must not lie too far from our own front. This
is even more difficult if hazy conditions prevail. If this exists, the vicrory
will not be confirmed at all!

“Then, of course, it must be decided who shot down the enemy. Each
unit has its own identifying colour, and each pilot, in addition, has his
special markings on his machine. The ground troops know the fagelstaffe!
colours, and can report if an enemy was shot down by such and such a
Staffel. Well known is the red of the von Richthofen Staffel 1f the enemy
15 bmugh: down, and no doubrt exists abour this, the Jasta agrees within
iself who destroyed it. If no agreement can be made within the Saaffel no
individual pilot gets the vicrory — it is credired to the whole unit instead.

“The first VICIOTY 15 a very .'il‘.H:l'_'i.!l one. As soon as the proper
confirmation 15 received from Kogenluft, the award of the fine
Ehrenbeckher (cup of honour) follows, The second and third victories are
really tried for in order to get some attention paid o oneself. Drangerous
for the fliers are the periods around the 12th and 20¢h victories, In the
first case, the Hobenzollern Hausorden is awarded, and the Powr fe Mérite
in the second case. Fighter pilots try very hard to get the required number
when it seems they are almost there, and sometimes tend o be carcless
and ger themselves shot down!

‘I was Baldamus’ method ro open fire first when within approximarely
25 metres of the enemy. Itis thoughr thar the dying French pilot, in his
death throes, caused the movement of his machine thar collided with
Baldamus and made him crash to his death.”




This poor quality photograph
shows that Jasts 36°s cheguerboard
O i eventually had its wings and
tailplane painted as well. The

third man from the left is Lin d R
August Raben, later famous as the
commander of Jasta 18 in 1918. The
pilat at the extreme right is thought
to ba Ltn d R Theodaor Quandt,

who would begin his string of

15 wictories on 21 May 1317 when
he flamed two French balloons
[HAC/LITDN

Other German pilots had bewer luck against French aircraft on thar
SArTRE Saturda}', 14 April. The ﬁtrr.'::l}' a$rr_'xli:iv: Oblt Rudolf Berthold
was commander of Jasta 14 at Marchais in the 7. Amnee. The "Old
Franconian’ Berthold had been born at Ditterswind on 24 March 1891.
He already had a long record nfdi:sli.nguished. service in FFA 23 and KEK
Vaux. On 25 April 1916, with five victories to his name, he crashed in a
Ptalz E IV and sustained the first in a series of wounds and injuries that
would plague him throughour the war. By August Berthold was back in
action, and he reccived the Porr fe Mérite as a member of Jasta 4 on
10 Ocrober. When he took over fasta 14, Berthold soon arranged for his
protégé Lin d R Josef Veltjens 1o join him.

‘Seppl’ Veltjens had been born on 2 June 1894, and had served with
Berthold in FFA 23. H:wing earned a .!-:En:rt:ing n.'pur:t'ri{;un {]uring the
Bartle of the Somme, his career as a Jagdflieger began under Berthold's
strict and demanding tutelage ar fasta 14.

Around noon on 14 Apnl, Berthold's Albatros Jasta mixed it up with a
number of French aircraft. Berthold sent down whar was probably
a Sopwith 1%/2 Scructer from N135, which crashed south of Ponravert
"."u"ll'lh a ]'[]‘l.':lrti]“.}" i[]il.l.l't'd EJi.IHE il["j "l-"."ﬂ.:ll.l.l'l.d.l'.'d u|.:l.*.'r.'n'1.'r. Tl:]t' R|:1'EIIE|.:ir:I-rjt'r
Veltjens achieved his all-important first victory with a SPAD downed ar
Cr.‘iuni‘lt. WHi.!r ll'ﬂ'rl:'i'." [j”."l'_] ':q:':"l'hlg ;ll'll:] .L.IH_J' Kn’lm:‘r WOTC l":l.l:.h '.:l.'ﬂ!il'l:d
with Caudrons around the same time. The Seaffed did not have ir all its
own way, however, as Lin d R Weigel was killed over Craonelle, possibly
the victim of the three-man crew of a Caudron R 4 from C46, Also on the
ldth, Oblt Eduard Dostler of Jaste 34 was credited with a Mieuport,
while his usual wingman Hans Adam flamed a French balloon.

O 15 April Viw Julius Buckler of fasta 17 achieved his fourth victory
in a remarkably harmless fashion. Buckler's account of the combar in his

Marchais asrodrome is the setting
for this fime view of Jasta 14
Albatros fighters in March 1917,
Third from left is Rudolf Berthold's
D 11 2182/16, marked with his
famous 'winged sword' emblem.
Fourth from left is Ltn d R Josef
Veltjens' D 12171016, with an early
version of his white arrow emblem
just visible. The Albatros D I at
extreme left bore a poster with a
portrait of the Kaiser! Reportedly,
Berthold eventually ordered this
removed because he felt it was
offensive to the dignity of the
emperor [(HAC/UTD)
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Berthold's D Il of Jasta 14 is set up
on the shooting stand as its guns
are "sighted in’, Again, the familiar
winged sword emblem of the
Staffelfihrer can just be discerned
[HAC/UT

One of Berthold's Jasta 14 pilots
wias Vi Otto Gerbig, seen here
with an Albatros from the unit
bearing a white bird insignia (right).
Gerbig shot down a Caudren an

14 April for his second victory.

After bringing his score to four, he
transferred to Jasta 18 in August
when Berthold took command of
that unit. On 18 August Paul Strible
of Jastas 18 wraote that Gerbig had
shot a Sopwith Pup off his tail, but
later that day on another sortie "Viw
Gerbig was shot down at 2045 hrs
near Passchendaele on a frontline
patrol with Oblt Berthold. Berthold's
maching was shot up as always
these days’ (HAC/UTDY

I]IUI?lljifh I'1 I'H.['I]E!'

admuitredly
confused, and contradictory to the
recorded facts in some respects, but
it is worth including here. Buckler
caprured SPAD VII 5117 of the
renowned N3 (the escadrille of
{..-rLE_'!.-'!'I.I'_'rIIL"']'], flown h_',' ﬂgr Achille
Papeil. Buckler erroneously calls
him :Papainr_" in his book, and
confusingly recalled his aircraft as
a Micuport, which is clearly wrong,
However, most of the remainder of
the account is probably accurate. It
recounts how Buckler, Georg Strasser
.irl-'.! Wil I:'I'l_'l_lﬁ'.rﬁ WETE O a .ﬁl:llr[i'::

‘Ar daybreak we rook off with four machines. We had nor ver learned
to Hy against the enemy in a closed formarion. After ten minutes we were
scarrered to the winds. I flew east roward the rising sun. Since nothing
was happening at the fronc, [ Hew back again. Then two machines came
towards me, flying at almost the same height. Cautiously, 1 turned off
towards the side until I recognised Strasser and decided to join up with
TI-II: WD I.-IFTII'l("lTI "

1! l]'lli}Ll :,.:ht [ Wl -ljrr_".lnlin]-__: "a"r'l-ll.'n I 1”(11‘.\'.'{' more ﬂiﬂ".f‘l}" dal f!'lf I'I'l.fg'l_f]'lj ne
flying behind Strasser. It had blue-white-red cockades and was a Nieuport
(sic). The Frenchman must have stalked us unnoriced, and was wairting
now for the most favourable moment. There was no dme to lose. | dived
on the lower-flying Frenchman and shor ar him, but without success.
A stoppage forced me o break off from him. At this crivical moment
Strasser }‘Jcrum:er.! an him from above. The Frenchman went down into a
dive, Strasser and [ behind him.

“To my tury I determined thar in spite of all scubborn artemprs, the jam
wouldn't be eliminated in the air. In the meantime the Frenchman had
managed, with an awfully sharp manoeuvre, 1o ger above Strasser, and he
now sat literally on his neck. Strasser also nb'.ricpusi}' had a jam, since he
wok off and the Frenchman followed him, strangely without firing.
Could he also have a jam?

\[ 'r".'-'l]ﬂ.':d (1§ !-l.”d. ot -‘I.l'ld weng .if.'r\'.'.l:' ]‘I:Ir.n, Illlh\:‘\ﬂdil—lg ﬂlf fhc 'I'-EC[ [hal_’
| couldn’t shoot. The Frenchman looked around ar me. When he saw
that | was determinedly setting a course for him, he became nervousy
ﬁi.ljf-ﬁ-lil.'ll.:lﬁ."lj. T’L"giﬂl['ll_'d. l'_'”]'l.TT'l:l] {:I:I:.TII'I':' m:li;hirlr. jl.]."il ﬂl_‘lﬂl'ﬁrﬂ '[hl';': Em[l]]l:l_ ﬂnd
prepared for a landing - during which he turned over. Strasser also
landed, and a minute later my machine stood next to both of the others.”

In convivial discussion with Sgt Papeil, Buckler learned that the French
pilot had also suffered a jammed machine gun, as well as having had his
ﬁ.l.‘li] l-'l]'l]{ :‘ih[]T rhrmlg]'l. ]|'|. A CUSToIm Pﬂpulﬁr ﬂml_‘lng [l-l':_"' bf{!ﬁ-}f ﬂif]’s,
P..'l.[_'ﬂ:\'il Was hruu:,_:hl! II.:IH';.'I.';. (& tl:]ﬂ_llll::ffﬁ'f ].-_ H.'I:T{:"'.l.]"f:l'lﬂ C. iil'“.l :'i"u"ﬂ EFI":TH: Fi | r:m:rrr'r'
evening with him in our mess’. According to Buckler, Papeil spoke of
his crashed aircrafc as ‘Ma Lola” This intrigued and fascinated the
German pilots, who later repeated the phrase and transformed it into
‘Malawla!” In this way the nonsense word became Jasta 17's Kampfruf

{batt |.E-L']'_'|-' 1.




—MNIVELLE OFFENSIVE —

On 16 April dhe ill-fated Nivelle
Offensive launched the French V
and VI Armies against the Chemin

des Dames after ten days of near-
continuous artillery bombardment.
The Germans were well prepared,
with signficant defences on higher
ground. The French would suffer
CIJ'[I[:I“:ng I'_'H.';i'llﬂll"iﬂﬁ [I'lﬁ[ “"I_-IUIL-] ]C’ﬂd

direcdy o the mutinies of late May,

At this time the 22-year-old Josel Jacobs was a pilor with fasta 22.
Jacobs is well known among enthusiasts for the black Fokker Dir |
wiplanes (see Osprey Aircraft of the Aces 40— Fakker Dr | Aces of World War
! for further derails) he flew as commander of Jasta 7 in 1918, bur ar this
stage in his career he had bur a couple of vicrories. Having achieved his
first as an Eindecker pilot in Fokker-Staffel West, he had added another on
23 January 1917 when he downed a Caudron with Jfasta 22, In April
Jacobs was still flying his favourite Halberstade D 11 595/16, but often
switched to Albarros D II (LVG) 1072/16 — he valued the superior
manaeuvrability of the Halberstadr, bur recognised that the Albarros had
a faster rate of climb and better top speed.

':'H E‘l J"'LP[]' {{.F‘:"Jd F[Id.‘l}-':' jHL'lJ].:lh- H:lml.'l'.{ | ]"n':rl{']'l hﬁ“l.‘lﬂl'l]:.. .ﬂ_]'l_l;,{ onc
week later he shot down a Farman. On the 16th Jacobs® diary recorded his
response to the MNivelle OHensive;

Today, a cloud-covered sky. In the morning, French forces artacked
near Laffaux with strong artillery support. Viw Beissel and I fired some
{-]':}[}'Bﬂﬂ' fﬂu|1d5 j['l[ﬂ' tl:'l'.'[]‘l'.'l'ltf‘i- ;I:Tl.l:{ 'I'-I:'I'n"r'ﬂrl:l ITI.I_':I"'.i:n'Hl_'i_L'lﬂ FIII_"I:C\.I_'S_ ]J't [hf‘
afternoon, Wunsch and I attacked a balloon. 1 lost Wunsch in the clouds
we were using for cover. During my amack, a twin-engined Caudron
attempred to intervene, but 1 pressed on with the attack. I spent some
80100 rounds on my objective and disappeared back into the clouds.
Upon my return, it was confirmed destroyed by frondine wroops. My
reason for |-;.‘&".-'ir‘.|g 50 soon was the presence of two additional aircraft
{Farman type) on the scene.’

_.lrl':l"IlrE'iI j]. Was i.iJ."i[] L Fi'll'_' F‘r:,'ni:h
front, based at Mars-sous-Bourcq in
the 3. Armee near Reims, On 19
April one of the unit’s pilors scored
the first of his 12 victories. Lin d R
Richard Wenzl had Hown in FA
(A) 236 and later in KEK Ost. He
had arrived ac fasta 31 at the end
ﬂf]:lnu;tr_l,' 1917, and h'.. .-'-"l.]:.urii was
probably flying an Albatros D 1
or D III. On the 19th Wenzl was
credited with a SPAD VI {!m:l:]'q;:-}-'v:::[
south of Moranvillers, within the
French lines. He would cravel 1o
the Iralian Front with fassz 31 in

Julius Buckler of Jasta 17 flew this
Albatros D 1l 2033/16 named Mops.
Buckler called all of his fighters
Mops, until his growing success
garnered him a reserve machine
that he named Lily. The camoullage
pattern on the wings and tailplane is
quite evident (HAC/UTDN

Four comrades of Jasta 17 play
host to an unwilling French guest =
reportedly Sgt Achille Papeil of
Escadrifle N2 - who was brought
down by Buckler on 15 April 1817.
From left to right are Georg
Strasser, Papell, Ltn d B Wilhelm
Gros, Ltn Alfred Trager and Buckler,
In his exaggerated account of the
incidant, Buckler mentioned that
the Fremchman had a bullet graze
on his left cheek, but if this s Papeil
it would seem Buckler's memary
was in error (HAC/UTD)
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Im this view, Lin d R Richard Wenzl's
Albatros D [l 209216 of Jasta 31
displays only his familiar insignia

of a black/white band in the
proportions of the lron Cross ribbon,
but with the colours reversed.
Wenzl would continue to use this
emblem on his later Fokker Dr |,

D VIl and E V flown in JG |, whare
he would bring his tally to 12. This
photograph could easily be titled
‘before’, since at some later point . .
(A frmrie via HAC/UTDN

. . . wihat was likely the same aircraft
wias painted over with a highly
personalised mottled and speckled
camouflage scheme, as seen in this
‘after’ photograph. Wenzls D lll was
not the only Jasta 31 Albatros so
treated A e wa HACSUTD

Seprember 1917, bur would add
no further victories during his
1"}:"If'|'IT_.|
returncd to the Western Front
with his unit in March 1918, and
soon won a posting to the fabled
fasta 11 in JG 1. There, he would
remainder of his
confirmed claims flying the Folkker
Drland D VIL

As the French offensive along the
Aisne began to collapse, the British
made plans to recommence their own arracks. Ar 0445 hrs on

Mediterranean  sojourn.

attain  the

23 April (5t George's Day), nine divisions ot the British First and
Third Armies went over the top between Gavrelle and Croiselles. The
accompanying aerial combar was again intense, with several scraps
f't"l:ll'l."EI']E il'l[ﬂl |'|'|.;:'|_F$i"|"f El:_‘rgﬁ gh'[ﬁ l.‘li'.["u’f'l'.‘\i:]'l d LIECTLS "!. ETi-':I.I:J'Ii.I'I.EE.

In the i:'w'n'lng four FE 2b from No 18 an took off to bomb Jipin-:b}r
(the base of fawa 12), escorted by five Pups from 3 Naval Squadron.
Before they reached their targer they were attacked by D IIIs from
Jasta 26, and the fighting thar ensued forced the bombers to turn back.
One of the Jasta 26 pilots was a 24-year-old named Hermann Giéring.

Giring is by far the most famous pilot featured in these pages, bur for
reasons connected to his later monstrous actions in an equally monstrous
regime, and not due to any acrial prowess. Commissioned in 1912,
Gﬁring il'li{iql.]l:f saw brief service on the 1'-r'lnu.tig::.*i front scon after war was
declared. In }'-l-:.‘i}LEJn':Jt!' 1914 he entered a field ]'Ll.'.l-!:pim' :iuﬂ:-:ring from
rheumartism, then wmansferred to aviation as an observer in FFA 25,
{_-}-i:iring often flew with Lin Bruno Loerzer duri[]g this per iod, and the rwo
formed a lifelong association.

Afrer pi]-m training l.'_";ijring returned to FFA 25, and by the time he was
assigned to _fasta 26 in February 1917 he had claimed three victories. On
23 April his Seaffel transferred o Bohain in the 6. Armee on the Arras
front, and he was aloft h:r' 0430 hrs thar evening in D IIT 2049/106.
Garing's report of his encounter with the No 18 5qn "Fees' read;

‘1729 hrs — aerial fight with British Girrerrumpf (two-seater) from a
squadron of four English. 1 set on hre an opponent afrer a short fight
with PH

ammunition. Burning

crash northeast of Arras 1730 hrs
Shortly afterwards two more aerial
fights with a Gimterrumpf and a
Eiﬂgll"—ﬁl:ﬂ [Er 'H-'krifi'l'l::l'lu ft‘.'il.'llt-,
Goring's fourth credited oppo-
nent was FE 2b A823, flown by 2Lt
E L Zink with observer 2Lt (i Bate.
Despite the engine of his aircraft
being on fire and his shoulder bleed-
i ng_ prr_]ﬁl.ﬁt'.l]r' 'I:.r{:IITI o .l.J'I.I.]ll'.""I. Wt‘:-'l.l.:l'l.d.,
Zink still managed ro bring his
crippled bomber

Britsh lines, with Bate dﬂi[]_[.; his

down inside




best to hold off Géring (both erew-
men survived the scrap, butr Bate
was killed six days later).
Meanwhile, more fighters from
Jagditaffein 12 and 33 waded into
the action, and a huge dogfight
cnsued as the Pups tried to escort
their charges safely back to the lines.
Four of the fasta 12 pilots — includ-
ing Seaffelfibrer von Osterroht —
were credited with Pups downed,

I:l'lJ[ af a |I1-.‘_'i3‘|l':|l' COsT, HP[ITI Y

Orsterrohr was mortally wounded in
the encounter shortly afrer downing a Pup, his D 111 1958/16 crashing
west of Cambrai at 1800 hrs, One of the fasta 33 pilots was also wounded
by the ‘Naval 3" airmen as well.

Jasta 12 was fortunare to receive a replacement commander who was
more than worthy — Oblr Adolf Ritter von Tutschek. Born on 16 May
1891 in Ingolstadr, von Tutschek was commissioned in a Bavarian
infantry regiment pre-war. For his heroic actions as an infan try
commander in Russia, he had earned the Knight's Cross of the Bavarian
Max-Joseph Order in July 1915, making him Ritter von Turschek. A
Verdun he received his second wound of the war, and after recovery, he
undertook pilot training as so many others did. Following shorr service
in FFA 6b, he cagerly arrived ar Jaste Boelcke in January 1917, Three
months later von Tutschek had flown 140 missions, and had had seven
successful air combats (by his own account), with three of them
confirmed. On 30 April 1917 he wrote in his diary;

"The news arnived by phone that Hprm von Osterroht did indeed diein
an air combat on 23 April, and | was named his successor. My new
adjutant picked me up in an auto (on the 29¢h), and scon afrerward | was
welcomed nicely, but somewhar suspiciously, by the pilots. After all, [ was
a “foreigner” (a Bavarian) among the Prussians, | wanrted to go hunring
with my new Seaffed the next morning, so after | and my mechanics,
whom I had brought with me, checked over my new Albarros D 11, and
[ had made a test flight, 1 retired early,

‘At 0500 hrs {(on 30 April} my telephone ravled — “English bombing
machines are on the way!” | shouted into the telephone, "Get the aircraft
ready immediately!” Ourofbed, no time for a shave, etc. We dress quickly
in our leather flying kits, Outside, evervone is running to the shelters,
Everyone was familiar with air artacks which had been directed against
my new Saffel almost every night. They were almost over us. and very
high. I race along the village road to my crate. The first aeroplanes are
already airborne. A long, drawn our, whistling sound — [ throw myself wo
the ground. BOOM! The bomb hits. [ jump up again, to my craft with
the prop already turning. In and off. The bombs are digging new holes in
the airfield, but none of the aircraft are hic. My zeal to fight was awakened,
and upen flare signals from me, my club gathers behind and we give chase
o the Cratterrmmpf machines who are high above us.

"[._:L:lrl.'fl'lg_g out all curves, we are able to close in on the Tommies. They,
in turn, attempt to get quickly to their lines in the direction of Arras. Now

Ltn Hermann Gdring is seen with
his D [I1 2043{/16 in its Jasia 27
paint scheme in this mediocre, but
evocative, photograph. Géring flrst
fleww this D I during his service in
Jasta 26, and shot down an FE 2b of
Mo 18 Sgn on 23 April with it. When
he took over Jasts 27 in May, he
took this D 1l with him, and it was
then painted with the white tail,
nose and black fuselage

Obit Adol Ritter von Tutschek,

clad in his prized RFC leather coat
liberated from a PoW, poses with
his white-spinnered all-black D NI,
Ven Tutschek first flew a black
Albatros D 1l |possibly 2004/ 16) in
Jasta Boelcke in early April, before
taking owver Jasta 12 at the end of
the month. On 13 May 1917 he
wrote, "After B0 flights with Jasta
12, | had to have the guns on my
Albatros (D Il 2274/16) removed and
naw ones built in’. This may well be
that aircraft
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we've caught up with them. My machine guns have just begun to hammer
AWy WI-II:rI ﬂll a0 Once T]'It' W[-l‘[:l]t' F{JU}'.I 133[]':';.5\ il]'ld. hv.‘!'u:d:i [U"i"!';."l.rd. 5.
Threads of light from their tracers whistle past my car. 1 shrink down
behind my motor and press after the enemy squadron thar is racing on a
few merres above me. | turn immediately and am after them.

“An FE lags slightly behind the group, and I ger close behind him and
start shooting, The motor is hit and the enemy pilot purs the machine in
a dive. In the meantime, my comrades are busy with the other larrice-
railed two-seaters, and are unable to intervene. In steep spirals, 1 follow
my FE down. A short time later his wing goes into the ground as he comes
to rest with nose in the ground and tail high in the air, abour four 1o five
kilomerres behind our frontlines near a railroad embankment.’

Von Turschek warched as German personnel rook the crew ot the
No 57 Sqn ‘Fee’ prisoner, then saw the red Albatros of Lothar von
Richthofen shoot down another of the bombers {Lothar's second kill of
|_'|__|'C l:l;.l.:r', ﬂ_ﬂd ]6[]1 ﬂ'\'ﬂm”]. 1'||"r{!l|'| TIlFﬁChfi{ I‘I:l.l:i !'iTﬂ.rtﬂ:l'.:I |._.|i."| L‘[:Irrlln.'uld fJE.
Jasta 12 in a big way, with the unit contributing to the "burcher’s bill’
of at least 20 RFC aircraft downed on the last day of “Bloody April'

Historians disagree on the exact numbers of British casualties during
April, but the numbers are staggering by any account. Several repurable
authorities state that around 316 Britsh aircrew were lost in April
{another SAYS 404), wich art least 245 aircraft r_{t.'.'rr-:r}rtd as a direct result
of enemy action. It had been a time of unprecedented exertion by the
JSagdstaffeln in the bartle arcas, especially in the 6. Armee. Richthofen’s
Jasta 11 tallied 89 confirmed claims for the undisputed top spor, bringing
its overall votal to 125.

Like fasta 11, most of the successful units had been equipped with the
Albatros D T11, for despite the fighter’s unnerving wing failure problem,
the aircraft had proven itself as a superb weapon. At the end of April the
frondine inventory of aircraft showed a total of 329 D) [lls in service —
fully 48 percent of all D-types recorded. There were still 154 D Ils ar
the front, as well as 20 of the old D Is. Thus, Albatros fighters made up
86 percent of all German fighters in service on 30 Apnil 1917.

The work involved in keeping these fighters ready for service was
prodigious, as recorded by von Turtschek;

“The mechanic in the field holds the life of the pilot in his hands.
Berween the pilot and his mechanic there is a murual trust. The pilor,
especially the fighter pilot — who has

& mixed group of pilots from Jasta
Boelcke and Jasta 12 are sean in
this photograph, possibly taken at
Epinoy inm April 1917, Von Tutschek
appears at left, behind the black tail
of what is probably a Jasta 12 D 1 -
perhaps his own? The three central
figures are cautiously identified as
Ltn d R Hochstetter [Jasta 12), Hptm
von Seel (Jasta B] and Viw Arthur
Sehorksch |Jasta 12]. At right iz Ltn
Otto Bernert of Jasta Boelcke, who
accounted for 15 aircraft in April,
including his record five in one

day on the 24th (HAC/UTIN

only seconds to reacr in combar —
seldom has time to check all the
parts of his machine personally, so
hf MmLst ft]}r on ]'I.:i"-. gr[]und:.‘rt'w.
When the pilot returns from his last
patrol in the evening after sundown,
the work is only beginning for the

mechanic. The hangars are closed
and lit, then the morwor and all
the aircraft parts are thoroughly
checked so thar the machine is flight
ready again the next moming.
While the pilot entrusts his life to




the carefulness and ability of his mechanic, the mechanic shares in the
victory celebration of his pilot.”

May 1917

In an effort to take some of the pressure off the faltering French, the
British launched the last offensive of the Battle of Arras on 3 May 1917,
The focus now shifted north to Flanders, where the British were
determined to break through the German lines at the Ypres salient. The
end of the Arras fighting also coincided with the beginning of the
resurgence of the RFC and RNAS, as new and better aeroplanes arrived in
increasing numbers.

The hapless and obsolete BE variants were replaced in May by the
RE & and Armstrong Whitworth FK 8 aircraft, which were cerrainly
improvements. The superb SE 5 had been introduced in April with the
arrival of No 56 5qn, and numbers of the excellent two-sear Bristol F 2B
Fighter and speedy DH 4 bomber were growing as well. Slowly, the
momentum of dominance was swinging back to the Allics, bur the fasta
pilots were still an experienced and confident force to be reckoned with.

Wiirccemberg fagdstaffel 28 had been engaged in the Arras fighting,
but had managed to score only two victories under its first lacklusere
commander, Oblt Lang. On 28 April, Lang was replaced by onc of
von Richthofen's protégés, Lin Karl-Emil Schiifer. The 25-year-old
Westphalian arrived with a stunning 24 victories under his belt, and
brand new decorations of the ‘Hohenzollern' and the Ponrle Mériteon his
runic. He also brought his largely red [ 111 with him from Jasta 11, and
his charismatic leadership energised the Seaffelin lightning fashion.

Twa days after Schifer's arrival, the diminurive Bavarian NCO Max
Miiller tallied the third claim for the fasta, and on the firsc day of May
Schiifer himself added two more to bring his unit’s total w five. The
British pilots of No 1 Sgn who encountered Schifer thar day recounted
that the enemy leader flew an Albatros that was ‘painted brighe red, with
an E:'.-.’.‘v:-_'ptiun:!”}-' gn:l{:l:l pi]-m", and thar “his machine was :.'up:riﬂr IN every
way o the Nieuport'. Three days later, the young Seaffelfithrer wrote his
father a letter (translated by Peter Kilduff);

T am now in charge of a new assignment, which is a task the like of
which I have so far never encountered, | hope and believe thar I am up o
the task. Ssaffef 28 is filled with good pilots. Two British shot down in the
months before my time until now. During the four days of my leadership
we brought down four — prospects are good.”

On 10 May Schiifer wrore;

"The work here would be like a vacation at the von Richthofen Staffel
Yesterday, | again shot one down — number 26. Before, with three shot
down within 14 days, | would have been considered to be quite a wary,
spineless dog — here, one is happy when one makes three flights and sees
an Englishman.’

Like many other units, fasse 28 seemingly still lacked sufficient
aircraft, bur Schifer’s great example spurred Max Miiller on to stellar
achievements, On 11 May Miiller wrote;

"On the 7th [ shot down my ninth Englishman. Yesterday, [ had a very
dangerous Englishman already down to 1500 m far behind our front.
[ was then artacked by a Nieuport single-seater and had to let go of the

1ddY AQ0078.
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CHAPTER TWO

other one, Temporarily, we stll have very few machines, which is why
I am off dury every third day.’

II.I'II.',' gmwing 5T rl:']]g[h ﬂ'l'-'[h': RFE. ds ".'.'I:.” a5 ﬂh’.".‘illpl_' ri.('l'l.':it:r' I:‘thh:iir TFiEw
aircraft, is reflected in Miller's next letver, written five days later;

‘I would like to ask for leave now but you know, the Englishmen have
become very impudent of late so that Ltn Schifer would not let me go
at this time. [t was interesting how [ shot down my tenth victory. 1 was
attacking three artillery aircraft with three other gentdemen. The one
:ﬂ.[{ﬂ.’ck':d b} m< E:'H ]I_k': d El"l{:f'[ I:IIF PH_FH:T,_ ni;li:ing l':'H.:I'I'.l:'i :‘F'E"«"I'.'Til.j 1.i|'[]t':'i.
While the machine was going down, the observer and pilor fell our.
They have been found 3500 metres away from the crashed machine.
The English aircraft, a VETY new fype (an RE &), fell in our frontlines.
Honestly, for me the whole thing has been a tragedy.”

On the French front, the Nivelle debacle had officially terminated on
20 May, but the acrial conflict had remained intense, fasta 15, at La Selve
on the 7. Armee front, had been engaged in hot combar against French
fighters for some dme. On 24 April Ernst Udet had downed a Nieupore
(18] b]’ing ['ll.f'. [;t]l:r" L] 'I:.i"i"':, i}l_lr Wi {]Jl}":'i .L'l."l:'f I'l.i.:"; 'I'.":r['llrll.i]r]dff. {]hl[ r"r"[-;].}:.
Reinhold, was killed over Lierval — ironically, his failure to return from
a flight spoiled the celebration of Udet's 21st birthday, Reinhold’s
replacement was famed balloon-buster Lin d R Heinrich Gontermann
(see Osprey Aircvafé of the Aces 66 — Balloon-Busting Aces of World War 1
tor further details) from fawa 5. Gontermann was an .'Lr_'u;_'::-rnr.-li.l:lu_'d A,
but also a devoutly religious leader of firm moral convicrions. Uderwrore;

‘Before he opens fire, he defeats his enemy by outflying him, When he
finally fires, he requires, at most, a dezen rounds to tear apare the other’s
rn.'li.:hint_‘.. Ht'. = 1| ll:i‘li:'i grr:.‘lt I'.'.'|.||T|. Hi."l I""H;.“J [:'J.“ |'|.L:']'~:1 |E.:|.L1'.=' r'dl:‘r."]_'r' E"‘;.hlh‘i L= :h':
least bit of emorion. He is a profound believer.”

On 4 May Gontermann downed a SPAD, and the very next day Udet
duplicated this feat, most likely wounding the 21-vicrory commander
of Guynemer's N3, Capiine Alfred Heurtaux, in the process.
Gontermann continued his rampage for the next two weeks, successtully
claiming four more aircraft by the 11th to bring his own score to 21, His
‘Blue Max' followed three days later, and he duly lefr on the customary
[:Cl[[r “l'ff'kS.' !C‘ﬂ"ul'f‘ SO El_"-l,'ﬂ_l', n;jming U‘,Itr il i!LTi ”g ]tﬂdl"l’ 0 rfﬁ'.n'{{ 1 S-

Udet's first command proved 1o be a tragic period for the Seaffel On
25 May Viw Miiller was killed, and the very next day a patrol led by
Udet was bounced by a SPAD

Ltn d R Heinrich Gontermann is all
bundled up for take-off in his Jasta &
D 1, probably 2243716 - it displays a
mattled camouflage finish.
Gontermann destroyed flve enemy
aircraft and six balloons in April
1917. On the last day of the month
he took over Jasta 15, and vwas a
mentor to Ernst Udet. Gontermann
was the grandson of a Lutheran
pastor, and was profoundly religious
{HAC/UTD)

coming out of the sun. Uder
watched in horror as his friend
Lin d R Eberhard ‘Truz’ Himisch's
Albarros burst into flames. Udert
dived after the SPAD but had o
gi"n’t l]P Tht' I'.']'l.:i.'il: "r'n']'ll:['l [‘i‘ll: "r'!'il'lgﬁ
of his D III began to shudder
alarmingly. Only three days later,
Staffelfiibrer  lost

comrade

the acting
when
Willy  Glinkermann  was  killed
near Orgeval. Then, on 4 June,
Viw Eichenauer was lost,

another close




It was at some point during this period that Udet reportedly had his
E:I.]nﬂ s d'l.l.fl "!'I.'i.t]'l. Gu}rln_']m:]'. tl:'H: Gr_‘rln.'{n A0E Wl l‘ing fl'l:jr ]'Ii". I'.".';."ll:b'l'il.tﬂi
French opponent chivalrously refrained from killing him after he had
seen Udet hammering helplessly on his jammed guns. Whether true or
not, Udet was so unnerved by fasta 15's losses that he asked Gontermann
to grant him a transfer our of the Seaffef when the balloon-busting ace
returned from his leave on 19 June,

_,.l’.-:';-r.:e 34 had also been in action agLinﬁr the French in lage Ma}' 1917,
Oblt Dastler leading a late morning patrol down on a mixed group of
eight SPADs and Nicuports on the 24ch. He succeeded in bringing
down a Nieuport {probably lown by Sgt Ferret of N90) as his seventh
confirmed victory, In the same scrap fellow Jasta 34 pilot Oblt Robert
Greim claimed a 5PAD, buc this was only credited as “forced 1o land in
French lines’, and thus did not count as a tull Luftriep,

Greim was a 24-year-old from Bayreuth who had gone 1o war with a
Bavarian hield artllery regiment, In 1915 he joined FEA 3b as an observer
with no training wharsoever, but on 10 October he achieved the rare
distinction of a confirmed victory over a Farman. Afrer flight training,
Gireim flew with FA 46b, until his posting to fasta 34 on 4 April 1917 His
disappointment over having been denied an official victory on 24 May
wias relieved the next day when he received confirmarion for a Caudron
shot down near Charnot Forest as his second victory. Greim would go on
to win the ‘Blue Max', rise to the command of Jasta 34 (which became a
Bavarian unit in July 1917} and survive the war with at least 28 victories.
I_Ii:'-l Elﬂ[“"hi]f cam IT:I.u.:I'I.rJ.:r F.I'.‘I llilT{] er‘.!'rr‘.-'nl1 [_-}{,:Iﬁl.'ll'.:'r Wk oL 50 |[.|C]{,:r", _Fﬂr
he was killed whilst leading faste 6 on 21 August 1917,

Om that same 25 May that Greim claimed his first victory with fasa 34,
Heinrich Kroll of Jaste 9 dealt a devastating blow to French fighter
aviation. After his inidal victory on 1 May, Kroll had a run of successful
combats that saw him down two SPADs on 7 May, followed by another
on the 20th. On 11 June Kroll wrote to his parents with the tollowing
news (in the original cranscripr of this letter, the date of the combar was
mistakenly transcribed as 23 May, when it was actually the 25¢h);

‘Today [ received good news! On 23 May (sic) | had brought down the
fourth-best French pilor, René Dorme, who, on 17 April, brought down
his 19th and 20th victories, and his 22nd victim a few days ago. | shot him
down near Fort la Pompelle, by Reims. It was a very hot circling fight that
started at 5300 metres and lasted down to 800 metres. He suddenly

lji"."t'd. ".-'El't:i-l':il”]r' .H.I1|'.| I?Elﬁl’ 'il'll'{]

Oblt Robert Grelm of Jasta 34
strikes a dramatic pose with D 1l
2108/16. Greim was flying with his
G0, Oblt Dostler, when they
engaged French fighters on 24 May
1917. Dostler despatched a
Mieuport, but Greim's elaim for a
SPAD was only credited as forced to
land. He made up for this the next
day by downing a Caudron for his
second confirmed claim

Robert Grelm looks a bit sheeplsh in
this shot of his D 11l 543/17, and little
wonder. He damaged his Albatros
by running into what appears to

be an outdoor privy in a rather
spacious field! This photograph was
most likely taken in the summer of
1917, and shows a dark dise marked
on the fuselage of the D Il as a
personal emblam. Again, the
camouflage pattern is noteworthy
IHAC/UTD

flames when he hit the ground.
Dorme’s identity was confirmed
by means of a watch with an
inscription on the cover.’

Some  sources  have
Eduard Schleich, the
commander of fasra 21, as being the
victor over Dorme. However, the
available evidence strongly points to
Kroll as the acrual victor over the
celebrated SPAD ace trom N3, the
famous Yes Cigognes

credited

Bavarian

TdIddY AQOO18,

29



CHAPTER THREE

MAXIMUM EFFORT

chween ."'.pr“ and August 1917, Albatros iL]Ij._iil._‘l'iJ]':.-' OAW iIn

SChnEidﬂllliiili fEC‘I‘.’j'&'fd ﬂ"r'l_‘ contracts E:I.JT IS Flfl:.l'ljl.]li_'till:l]l UE.

840 Albatros D [1I machines — in fact, production of the D 11 |
was maintained until September 1917. At Johannisthal, meanwhile,
plans for a replacement for the D 111 had been underway since April. Ar
that time an order was placed for 200 D V aircraft, and these machines
WETd i|'||.|: rilij':{] Ttk .l'.lf." rl:a{]}' e ':I:'l l]ip‘ 3_" jﬁ.‘l’fﬂ! ]T'r fhl.' ca f]}' SLEMImEr.

ldflieg described the new D V as having a ‘lightened Albarros Dy 11
airfframe’. The D V featured a redesigned fuselage of oval or elliprical
CJ‘l‘JH-:-iEI;U'l‘JJI. E.r!d. lhﬂ.‘ fﬂiihkid H.]'l. Wik hlllg_ht]_'r' :i]t'L'TlL‘I:j. -I-]'l].‘i Pl.'”lﬂl.'l':.'l'_'l'.l o
machine of beautifully streamlined appearance. Although the wings
laoked identical in form to those of the [ 111, rht':r were in fact different
in a few significant ways. The aileron cables were now routed through the
wp wing, and the gap berween the wings was reduced by some 110 mm.
FuTth::rrrl{]rl:, I‘|‘|t'. .3][':11.'.(" *hﬁflﬁg':‘: Flrl:}ﬁll';" l-ll'.:(,":!';ﬁ-iTi'll.'I:_'l:l d ﬂhiil!g’:" in [hl.'."
fuselage-wing interface. These wing changes were seemingly ignored by
fdflieg engineers during the static-load testing of the new aircraft. In fact
Jrf.l_':urfrrg tested only the Fu:-ﬂ:!agu {which weighed about 50 kg less than that
of the D 11} and the rudder.

Perhaps in part because of this negligence in the testing programme,
1.]1!: d.l:-'d.l'j I.}" [J‘f(}l]]ﬂ]n Uf.w]rjg F-'l.l] LIres e ﬂg:lil‘l rea n':{] i”i I'!II'.":E':I. LTRIRAY | .li'-n“_‘r
the first D Vs reached the front in May 1917, ldflieg records indicate thar
the upper wing was soon being load rested due to “failure of wing tips in
1.J'|.lf ﬁt’ld‘. I[] J.:.:IL'\".. dl_':'ipi.if_' SErEnuous t‘.'.";t:i['lj-__: -'l!'l.I'J dﬂ."ﬁig[] 11 Ll'lji.l'.'i‘i .|.'.l'_|| SCHITRC “!.
(Germany's top acronautical engineers, the wing failure difficuluies were
never really understood, nor solved.

The tendency of the outboard sections of the upper wing to fail was
partially mitigated by the use of extra bracing cables to the centre of the
overhanging portion, In addition, small bracing struts were frequently
ficred from a point just above the base of the interplane strut to the wing
leading edge. This was due to the belief thar the single spar of the lower
w:ir]g WA T F.'.'IF :lf'T 1 Fthl‘: ]{‘.:!{Ii“g ﬁiigf:.

Such structural problems did not, however, prevent mass production
of the D V. In addition to the 200 ordered in April, a contract for a
further 400 was awarded in May and 300 more were ordered in July.
However, [dflie reported on 24 July 1917 that "The Albawros D 111 is
more robustly built than the D'V, The D V can merely be considered a
lightened D 11, as their performance is abour equal. The D V will not be
produced furcher, just the D I11." In truch, the last batch of 140 D 111s was
ordered from QAW just one month atter the last D'V barch.

[}rI:'JstL'l'lfJ-n UF t]'lt D .I'I.'ll Walh ;JI.'.I].'.I.:irl:rJtl}-' L'[:lnti.]'l.ll.l.'ll CVET i.l‘ﬁ:t"f t|:'|'L‘ .'I'l'illg
failure problems surfaced because of the tremendous demand for fighter
airerake. On 23 _Furu: 1917, a F||:1n known as the HJ?JE?'f:'E‘rIJ.‘?H.'g!‘ﬂ.’H??‘!
was put forward o the Army High Command by Kegenlufe. It was
envisaged that the weight of American industry and manpower would

I:negin to make an 'L:m[};u_'t on the aenal war l:lj.' 1:.3r|_1.r' 1918. As a FESponse




This superb wview of Karl-Emil
Schéafer shows him with his newly
wion Pour le Mérite just after taking
over Wirttemberg Jasta 28. His
award of the ‘Blue Max" had come
through on 27 April, but the news
did not reach him for three days,
by which time Schifer had already
transferred to his new Staffel He
may have brought this D Il with
him from Jasta 11, and the aircraft
had a largely red fuselage. Schafer
had previously flowsn a D 1 with

a yellowiah natural-varnished ply
fuselage and a black tail. In mid-
April his aircraft was overpainted
mastly red in common with other
Jazta 11 D s, but it reportedly
retained a black tail section. Thea

O Il seen here does display a subtle
tonal difference on the fuselage
ahead of the cross, but it is unwise
to speculate too much on its precise
markings. What is certain is that
Schifer's aircraft left a vivid
impression of a ‘red Albatros'

on more than one RFC opponent
[photo courfesy L Bronnernkant)

el

to this, the Amerikaprogramm called
for the creation of 40 new
Jagelstaffeln (doubling the number
then in existence) and 17 new
Flieger Abteifungen (A), or artillery-
5|_:|t:||[[il.'|E L!I'Iitﬁ. TI'“," P]Jl]'l. il]:‘i[:l I'_'Hlltd
for the creation of a second
Sagdaaffelichde, 24,000 new recruits
tor the service and the associated

increase in  the production of

aircraft and acro engines.

The Albatros ﬁrm, which had
an impressive production capacity
of 190 airframes per month, had
:c.l_l n;ij{!}-' g_!_‘".il'l't'.d UFI' Il'.{,:lr |} 'I'!'r I'I‘I'ﬂd l]f_'?i‘l:l I, r.|t| [ §i iﬂ ?}"Ed MJ]E'lEiJ'Ij [1[_.513]".1 Flgl'LEE]'
monopoly at this tdme. By 30 June 1917 there were 216 D Vs reported
in the frontline inventory, as well as 303 D [lls and 107 of the old D Is
and D 1Is. In total, Albatros fighters accounted for almose 72 percent of
all D-types ar the fronc.

After the complete collapse of the Nivelle Offensive on the Alsne and
the subsequent French mutinies, the main thearre of Allied offensive
operations was shifted north w Flanders, where the brunt of the effore
around Ypres fell on the British Second Army. The objective of the
planned assaults was 1o drive the Germans from the Belgian coast and
turn their flank. Before this could be accomplished. it was considered
necessary that the high ground of the r'nr'tt:i:-::'lrlt'.'i-w:.-'L;sE]l:iElI: ridge be
taken. The German 4. Armeeheld the line in the Messines Ridge arca, and
consequently its number of fapdsaaffeln was increased from four to nine.

Jasta 28, commanded by the redoubtable Karl-Emil Schifer, was
already locared at Wasquehal in the 4. Armee, and it would be in the thick
of the baccle for Messines Ridge. On 3 June, the ambitious Max Miiller
destroyed a Sopwith 112 Strureer from No 45 Sqn for his 14ch confirmed
Lufisier. It seems possible from his letters that the Bavarian el
FESCNUMEnER A "I-I'crl-lﬂl |_|'C Flfr’-,_ﬂ'-l"r"fd A% {]'l';i-:_'rirnllnal"lun -|.:l\'_"'L'HLI:‘5'L:' ‘lflr hi.S NCD
status, At this time, an officer with ten or more victories would probably
have been pur in for the *"Hohenzollern', whereas an enlisted pilor would
likely receive no comparable award. On 26 May Miiller had written;

“The day before yesterday 1 despatched my 12th Englishman. Yes,
acrually you are right. One doesn’t get anythingby way of thanks. Should
[ be fortunate and become an officer in the end, then that would be
good for me.”

On 4 June Schifer brought down a DH 4 of No 55 Sgn for his 30th
victory. Earlier that day he had been involved in a scrap with a large
number of British fighrers, and had rargered the Nicuport of No 1 Sgn ace
Cape Philip Fullard. However, Schiiter was then jumped by SE 55 from
No 36 Sgn. and ace Lt A PP F Rhys Davids reported thar the leader of
the German formation flew an Albacros with a red fusclage, and that he
‘manoeuvred very well’. Rhys Davids also wrote about the engagement in
a letter to his mother, explaining thar “for abour half-an-hour I played “ric”
with five of them, led by an extremely good pilot in a red, pink and grey
machine. [ wanted to go up close and watch his flying, instead of scrapping,’
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The end of an ace. Meticulous
research by historian Lance
Bronnenkant and others has
confirmed that this grim view s
the final photograph of Karl-Emil
Schifer's body amid the wreckage
of his Albatras D N, Schifer fell on
5 June 1917 following combat
with FE 2d fighters of No 20 Sgn
(HAC/LUTDH

This colourful array of D lils and D W
fighters of Jasta 28 at Varssenaere
aerodrome in the summer of 1917
reveals a variety of coloured
fuselages. All these machines
display the Staffel marking of yellow
tallplanes with two black stripes,
wihich had been instituted by late
June 1917 [HAC/UTDY

The chansmatic leader of faz 28
had achieved his final success, how-
ever. On 6 June Max Miiller wrote;

‘Ltn Schifer, a man like Boelcke,
paid with his life yesterday afrer-
noon. What happened was this —
Ltn Schifer had given me his extra
machine so [ could fly with him
without reservation. For a long time
LI'I.E EI'I.EIi.';I'l.]'['H‘.'Tl t-ldd: |._H:E'|'I planning
to destroy the red aircraft. Here,
Lin Schifer was mistaken for von
Richthofen. 1 am also feared here,
therefore my machine is being
painted differentdy every 14 days.

‘Lin Schifer was the leader of our
flight against eight Englishmen. I
myself was artacking from above — that's the best way to attack. Lin
Schifer was attacking with six other gentlemen from the same height. He
had almost brought down one Englishman when he was attacked by three
more from the reatr and above. | came to his assistance but it was too
late. Lin Schifer's machine broke up and crashed vertically. The other
gentlemen did not attack vigorously cnough — they are not as yer
proficient enough. It could also be that a cable had been severed or shot
off. He made the mistake of acting withour regard for himself in order
to take care of the others.”

Jasta 28 had engaged seven FE 2d fighters of No 200 Sgn, and Schéfer
had attacked one and mortally wounded its pilor, Lo W W Sawden.
Another of the ‘Fees’, flown by Lt H L Satchell with observer 2Lt Lewis,
went to the aid of their crippled comrade and zeroed in on Schifer. Many
years later Satchell recalled, "We were about 50 vards from him, and 1
can still picrure his black helmet in the red acroplane.” The disintegrating
[ 11l came down near Zandvoorde. Some historians have wondered if
Schifer was more a victim of the Albatros” deadly structural flaws than of
the RFC crew’s fire.

Jasta 28’s new commander, Hprm Orro Haremann, arrived on 7 June
— a truly eventful day on the Flanders front. The Barde of Messines
opened quirte liverally with a bang at 0310 hrs, when 400 tons of ammonal
in 19 mines under the German trenches exploded. Even before the




Wiw Friedrich Altemeier’s Albatros
D I iz 2een at left on the Jasta 24
airfield, Altemeler had worked for
Krupp before the war, and he used
the firm's industrial logo of three
intertwined rings as his personal
symbol. The fuselage appaars quita
dark, but this s likely due to the
affect of the warm yellow varnished
phywood on orthochromatic film
(HAC/UTD]

ground-shaking roar of this explosion died away, a massive arullery
bombardment began and the Tommics went over the top. As RFC
contact patrols and their fighter escorts covered the infantry advance,

Jasta 28 conrested control of the air.

Miiller was on a hot streak, getting his first “double’ on the 7th,
followed by a Sopwith Triplane on the 8th. Despite these successes, his
resentment was still evident in a letter he wrote to his father on the 9th;

“This is to inform you that | shot down a triplane yesterday. Again, it
fell in a thousand pieces. The day before, at 0815 hrs, and at noon, I shor
down a SPAD on each occasion, so that 1 have brought down 17 aircraft
incontestably. Let that be put in the newspaper sometime. lam not going
to do it. | don't know why it doesn’t appear in the Army Communiqué,
I think they are chagrined that an effizier-steflvertreter can shoot down
17 Englishmen. Or they are waiting until I become an officer.”

Only two days lacer Miiller finally received some recognition;

“Yesterday, | was mentioned in the Army Communiqués for my 14
victories, the others will be mentioned later.”

On 20 June the combative Bavarian was credited with his 18th vicrory,
and cight days later he was awarded Wiirttemberg's Golden Military
Merit Medal. In the following two weeks poor weather gave Miiller
and his comrades some rest, but he then received that sad news that his
vounger brother Josef had been killed in a training accident at FEA 1b.
Miiller was granted compassionate leave to attend his funeral.

[n contrast to the hot combar in Flanders, things at the Lethncoure base
of fasta® in the 3. Armee had been relatively quiet, In fact, the Seaffelfailed
to down a single French aircrafe in June. Therefore, Heinrich Kroll was
very happy to be named commander of jasta 24 on 1 July, as it had just
been moved to Heule in the active 4, Armee front. On the 2nd he wrote;

‘Since yesterday, [ am the leader of Justa 24, and have the additional
luck to be sent to Flanders. There is a wonderful feeling (esprst de corps) in
the Staffel among all officers, NCOs and men. It is common now for
successful pilots to be promoted to lead a Staffel. The number of unit
victories scored to date approximates 12 or 14, and here 1 am, only
24 years old, in command! All pilots, officers and NCOs live in the
same Mess. The place is so small thar we must share rooms, but we
all work, eat, sleep and play together — this is a good thing for morale.
This comradeship cxtends to air fighting as well.

“The French and the English fight

completely differently. The English
always artack and fight o the end.
Some Englishmen do this withour
any tactics or plan. The number of
the enemy machines is always more
than our own, and the SPAD and
the Sopwith are very good aircraft.
We have greater morale and
enthusiasm than the enemy, and
this ensures that we win.’

One of Kroll's best pilots in fasta
24 was Vi {later Offz Sov) Friedrich
Altemeier. Born in Niederbecksen,
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neat Hannover, on 14 Junc 1886,
Altemeier had worked for the Krupp
works before the war. He was 28
years old when called up on 2 August
1914, and was wounded as a
member of a machine gun company
in January 1913, As was often the
case, an injury led to his transfer to
the air service, and he began his
training at the FEA in Posen in
August, In July 1916 Altemeier was
posted to FFA 67 as a owo-seater

pilot, bur afrer a brief course ar
the single-scater school in Kéln,
he wound up with a posting to
Jaita 24 on 1 December 1916.

Haviug been prumun’.‘c‘f [ .!Jf'z-:f',l'?u"ﬂrm'.{lre' on 13 .l:'t‘..l‘.lTll..II':.-' 1917,
Altemeier accounted for his Staffel s second victory on 3 March when he
hrm.lg_ht down the Nieuport of Sous-Lt Augusre Ledeuil of N103, who
was taken PoW. Atter the move to Heule, Altemeier was the first to score
against the new British foes when he downed one of the vaunted .":.u]:with
Triplanes from *1 Naval on 7 July, mortally wounding Fle Sub-Le D W
Ramsey. Five days later, he brought his rally wo three with a SPAD
destroyed over Zillebeke Lake. Altemeier would score consistently, and
survive three wounds, to end the war with 20 or 21 victonies,

Mot far from the Heule airficld of Jasta 24, a significant new highter
formation had recently completed its initial set-up in the vicinity of
Marcke, southwest of Courerai. This was Jagdeeschwader |, a permanent
gl'nuping of _f-rfgrﬂrm{ﬂrf‘fu 4, 6, 10 and 11 which would ;.;.Lira immortal
celebrity as "Richrthofen's Circus’. Tts role was clearly delineared in orders
stating that the *Geschuwader is a closed unit. Its task is the achievement
of air superiority in important operational areas.’

It was well thar JG | had been stationed on the Flanders front, for the
RFC was assembling in massive strength for the Third Battle of Ypres,
The British air offensive was slated to begin on 8 July, bur bad weather
delayed it uncil the 11th, This was followed on the 12th by whar was
generally considered to have been ‘the heaviest air fighting of the war o
date’, The aerial combat continued I:hmughn:m'r the ::!;1}': and occupied
every part of the British front. The Jasta pilots were credited with
23 aircraft downed (most of them RFC machines) for the loss of one pilot
killed, two more wounded and one injured in a crash.

One of the Jagdstaffel pilots in action on the 12th was Lin d R Ernst
Hess of fasta 28, who stepped up to fill the void left by the death of
Schiter and the absence of Max Miiller. Hess had been born in
Wiesbaden on 8 January 1893, and as a mechanically-minded youth, he
had learned to fly in 1913, In November 1914 he had been posted 1o
FFA Y as an wnteroffizier pilot. By 24 June 1915 Hess had advanced to the
rank of letctriant dev rererve, but hungered for a more aggressive role in the
air. In November 1915 he managed to obtain a posting to FFA 62 and,
EVIEN b-E‘Hr:n was attached to -"‘I‘Eﬂ'lJmmi, where he flew .1|m1g.~iiﬂ¢: his idols
Immelmann and Boelcke.

Altemeiar’s D Il reaches for altitude
on take-off. This aircraft was fitted
with small lower wing braces
attached to the bottom of the ves-
struts to prevent the wing from
twisting [HAC/LITDY




These were the heady days of the "Fokker Scourge’, and Hess scored his
first two victories as an Eindecker pilot. He later flew in Fokkerstaffel
Sivry, and was sent to the newly formed Jasta 10 in November 1916, His
experience led to a strerch as an instrucror, bur Hess managed to once
again obtain a posting to a combart unit in a hot secror, and arrived at the
Wasquehal acrodrome ot farte 28 on 12 June 1917.

Exactly one month later, Hess, flying his Albarros I 111 2041/16,
found an RE 8 over Wytschaete and attacked it ac 1000 hrs. The two-
seater was hit with a crippling burst of fire and dived steeply into the thick
ground fog. Modern research has shown this was certainly RE 8 A4621 of
Mo 53 Sqn, which was shot down wich its piler Sgr R Kay wounded and
observer Lt B Binkley lalled. However, due to a lack of the mandarory
ground-based wirnesses, Hess failed 1o receive confirmarion for his claim
— a frustration that he would suffer many more nmes.

However. on the succeeding day — 13 July — Hess had berrer luck when
his Kette (a flight of three to six aircratt) sighted a formacion of DDH 4
bombers from No 55 Sqn crossing the lines. The Albatros pilots climbed
to 4300 metres and placed themselves in a good position to intercept the
de Havillands on their recurn. Hess dived on the rearmost bomber on the
left of the formation, exchanged fire with the observer and put him out of
action. After another 100 rounds, the big two-searer wenr into a vertical
dive, and Hess warched as first the wings and then the observer fell away
from the hurtling fuselage. DH 4 A7421 hit the ground near Audenarde
and burst into flames ar 1630 hrs. The body of pilot 2Lt A Matheson was
found in the charred wreckage, while the body of observer 2Lt F Oliver
lay several hundred merres away. With such grim evidence, Hess's third
victory was unguestionably confirmed.

For the next week Hess and other pilots of fasta 28 had numerous

I;E_'I-mbﬁl'.‘-i hut TN SULCCESSE0S.

JAsTA 17 ComEeS To FLANDERS

Another Staffel in the 4. Armee was Julius Buckler's Jasra 17, which had
transferred o Ghistelles on 24 June. In his book Malanda, Buckler wrote;

‘A more beautiful acrodrome than the one we found here could nor
be imagined, with roomy tents and even a hangar. The Ostende seaside
resort lay right next door. Already, the increased cannon fire revealed o
us that there would be plenty for us to do in this secror.”

I the late afternoon of 14 July, Buckler achieved a memorable victory,
and would recount the story of the day’s fight fnany times in later years.
He recalled it was a stormy, oppressive day, with seemingly lirtle chance
of aerial activicy;

‘From the acrodrome came the report — Enemy flier over Bruges
(Brugge)! Because everyone was sleeping and no order followed, [ went
alone to the airfield, mounted my Maps with shirt, trousers, scarf and
goggles on and flew towards the old Flanders town.”

He climbed through the clouds and sighted an RFC aircraft flying
200 metres above ~ he enticed it to dive down at him. Buckler's opponent
was Canadian Lt C M De Rochie of No 27 Sqn, Hying Martinsyde G 102
AB266. He had deparred his base ar 1500 hrs to bomb Zarren. Among his
squadronmares, De Rochie had a reputation as a courageous pilot, and
Buckler would indeed recall his adversary as a skilled and tenacious foe.
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Lin d R Johann Janzen put his
Jasta 23 DV 1117717 on its nose
during a bad landing in the summer
of 1917. The black swastika unit
marking was still in use at this time,
burt this would end with the unit's
transformation into a Bavarian
Jasta and the arrival of Lin d R
Kizssenberth as the new commander
on 4 August (HAC/UTD)

MNonetheless, Buckler turned the tables on him and set his machine aflame
with a few well-placed shots. He was then startled to see his opponent pull
|'|.i|:]'|.:1E'|.1~f:Iu1. “rtl:]‘l'.' t]lii;’:i"g ."'r‘];art:in.'-:}-'::lt :in{l 'Fﬂ” ht:ﬂl:“nrlg i'l'l.tﬂ [I'lc St I:IIF
clouds below.

The fight ook place almost over the fawa 17 airfield, and Buckler’s
Staffel mates had been horrified to see a body followed by flaming
wreckage fall out of the doud layer, as they could not know if it was
Buckler or his opponent. The charred engine of the Martinsyde — all char
remained of the aircrafe — was found four kilometres from the acrodrome,
while De Rochie’s body was pulled from the nearby Yser Canal.

Fierce fighting continued all along the Flanders front, weather
permitting, Jfasta 12 commander Oblt von Turschek was running up a
string of successes. On 13 Ju

‘Wow the Pour le Mérite is due. Yesterday evening ar abour 1800 hrs,
|'|.f:||.'t]'|."."-'l::'i[ l:}['. ]..t'rj.'i, ] went a I'lﬂ”ﬂﬂ]'l burning [ fhlﬂ E_rﬂll_ﬂl:l:.. and [I-_Ii.ﬁ
merning No 18 —an English Nieuport single-seater — which crashed and

v he wrote;

was totally wrecked three kilometres north of Lens.”

This "MNieuport’ seems to actually have been a No 27 Sgn Martinsyde.
On the 15th, von Turschek kept his streak going by capturing a Nieuport
23 from No 60 Sqn. Its pilor, Lt & Parkes, was prevented from serting
|:‘|i.5 ':'li.:l'l:rﬂ.!-l'. L Fi.l":." 1.’-']1.I:r:| YL "[1|.][!'i|'_'|_.|¢:klﬁ h]ﬂﬂ]"{. Alhﬁtrm came l:lfl“'rl ﬁnd
sprayed a few bullets his way. On the 17th, Julius Buckler destroyed a
Sopwith Pup from No 54 5qgn for his 1 1th confirmed claim. The German
ace was lightly wounded that same day, but remained with Jasta 17,

At fasza 28, in the meantime, Max Miiller had returned ro Wasquehal,
and had written on the 24ch; ‘| am cating with the officers now because
the gentlemen have told me that I will become an officer in the next few
days. | have been accepred very well." Miiller's commission would not
come through until 25 August, but he had already been granted officer’s
privileges in anticipation.

One of the officers who made Miiller feel welcome was probably Lin d
R Ernst Hess, who tallied his fourth victory on 27 July. The succeeding
day, stll flying D IIT 2041/16, Hess knocked down a Sepwith 11/z
Strutter from No 45 Sqn ar abour 1100 hrs for his crucial fifth success.
Mot to be outdone, seven hours later

Miiller shor up another Strutter
from the same squadron for his 19ch
L'l:III:H f]'['H:d. [ r.lr.lﬂl'lt']'l:T. ;llrl_lf_:l:l_lg_}l.
RFC records indicate that the crew
returned safely.

[t seems things were not quite as
active on some sectors of the French
front. Ltn d R Johann Janzen (the
SJasta 23 pilm we met at the end of
Chaprer One) reporred of his Seaffed

‘In April (1917) we moved to the
7. Armee area and u::f_'upicd the
acrodrome at Arlon, near Marle.
The move was not a welcome one
since we were now opposed solely

by French formations, and they




WENS Wfll l{l]ﬂ'ﬁ'ﬂ.n I'-I:Ir [hf‘ir mrcfu[nrﬂ- .'!'thhﬂllg['l Wi MLt :I:Iﬂ.'-l'_'t'i['lgl.}" 5[] Ll:]‘l'_'
air, | had bad luck, and never really got my sights onto a French machine.,
It was the same story when we moved to the 5. Armee front (Jametz
airfield, on 20 July 1917). and although we were given a hecric time by
the enemy anti-aircraft fire, we did not have much success av air fighting,”

On 4 August Janzen's Seaffelfiibrer, Hptm Backhaus, was given
command of Flieger Abteilung (A)259, as fasta 23 had been re-designated
a Bavarian unit and would be commanded by Lin d R Owo Kissenberth.
With these changes, Janzen felt ready for a move of his own, and he
managed to obtain a coveted posting to Jasta 6 of the Richthofen
Geschwader. His war then heated up considerably, Janzen scoring
12 more vicrories — most of them in Fokker Dr Is and D Vs — before
being made a Po'W on 9 June 1918.

Orher successful Jagdflieger were also arriving in Flanders during this
petiod. When the Jaste 15 commander Heinrich Gontermann had
returned from his leave on 19 June, he found his acting .'im_ll?éelrﬁif.':rr Ernst
Udet shaken by the losses the unir had suffered under his leadership. Uder
asked to be permitted to transfer to fasta 37. “There are old comrades
[h{.’rl:' 'F[i,-_lm Hﬂbﬁhfiml, Sﬂil:l l_:!l'll.':[ il'l al |I:,'|'“' "."I::lil'_'t'. IF[l'l._H: l:]:"il.' Ell.'[]'[]'! I.I'l.l'_"' [}ld.
KEK. OF course, | will help break in the replacements before [ leave.”

A disappointed Gontermann reluctandy acceded to Udet’s request,
although his transter did not take place until 26 July. Jasta 37 was based
near fasta 28, and the two units formed Jagdgruppe Lille. Udet received a
warm welcome from his old friend Oblt Kurt Grasshott, who was a
Staffelfiibrer with the unit, and he soon befriended promising pilor Oble
Hans Waldhausen. The later would score six quick kills before being
shot down and taken prisoner on 27 Seprember.

Jasta 37 had merely two vicrories on irs scoreboard ar this time, and its
unblooded airmen needed guidance. Waldhausen wrote;

‘1 was involved with Udet in the dait:ﬂ tr:!ining ot our thtﬂr pi]ut.ﬁ-
There were times when we eouldn’t bring it to a close, so involved were
we with each orher. From it 1 gained a knowledge of the maximum
Pl:lrfn[ial D[: m}r mﬁChi_TH'_" 'il_-l ri:spl:‘cl: f_:l'l'- mann::uu‘ra]‘.l]'“t_'r'. ti.gl'l.l LLLFI'IILI'Lg-.
spinning and nose-diving. It was particularly inscructive when [ played
“rag” in the air with Uder, especially when the disposition of the clouds
made it possible to disappear. For along time I'd imagined that [ could do
without precision aiming during an air bartle if I was as close as possible
o an enemy. From Udet | learnt thar it was always a grear mistake to
enemy. He also warned me never to attack owo-seaters from above.”

THE THIRD BATTLE oF YPRES

Afrer several delays, the Third Bartle of Ypres (or the Firse Battle of
Passchendacle) finally began on 31 July 1917, The German 4. Armeebore
the brunt of this assault, and as such it now included the vast majority of
active Jagdstaffeln — no fewer than 18, including the four Jasa of the elite
1G 1. On the 31st, low clouds and mist all day hampered aerial operations
by both sides, and the fasta pilots claimed only seven aircraft — all of them
in the 4. Armer.

ﬁnﬂ[hfr acc With d g]'ﬂwing T:pur.‘ltiun :!rri'ﬂ:r_{ il'l. Flﬁ[]dﬂ:lﬂ Al [hi.i lin]f.
With his score standing at five, Lin d R Josef Jacobs of fassa 22 (in the

On 27 July 1917, Ernst Udet
transferred to Jasta 37 in Flanders.
Commanded by Udet's friend Oblt
Kurt Grasshoff, the Staffel had an
undistinguished record, but Udet's
drivee, example and tutelage of his
fellow pilots would soon change
that. As the caption for this Sanke
posteard noted, Udet took over the
Jagta on T Movember 1917 at the
age of 21

One of the Jasta 37 pilots who
benefited from the training supplied
by Udet and Hans Waldhausen was
Viw Ernst Hamster (also noted as
Hamscher), sean with his D lll. Ha
downed twao RE 85 on 30 September
1917, followed by a Camel on 23
Movember. The unit heraldry of the
Jasta included black and white
stripes on the wheal covers and
tailplane, as well as a black spinner
— the pilot's personal marking was

a white fuselage band |HAC/UTDY
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This business end of Hamster's
Jasta 3T D is nicely displayed

in this view straight out of &
Hollywood film. Mote the central
radiator and the diagonal

black white stripes on the tailplana,
which were the most conspicuous
ef the unit’s markings (HAC/UTD)

Obfg Kurt Schonfelder would
become a leading ace of Jasta 7, and
the close comrade of Staffelfihrer
Josef Jacobs. Schinfelder's later
Fokker O VIl is known to have borne
a black fuselage with a ‘golden’

star insignia, and it is abvious his
Albatros DV displayed the same
markings [photo courtesy A mrieg)

-.l;r- ..".I]‘.‘?‘L':T:' rL"L"l:ll'I'.:l'L'I'.l Wi Svents I::IF
ercat significance in his diary encry
fowr 2 ;'3'.11_|_:|L:|.l:r;

‘Lin {Alfred) Lenz came and told
me that [ had been named CO of
Jagdstaffel 7 that is in the 4. Armee.
th-::r:::if.'rt:r [ r{"'l:t_"'i"."l::l:l
the Orden von Hobenzollern mit
Schwerten. On the 3rd 1 oravelled
with Lin d R {(Georg) Meyer and

Lin (Oro) Kunst, whom 1 was

.[lhI: l'.l.l:l_'r'

allowed to rake with me to Flanders.
Jasta 7 1s based at Wynendaele, The
Kasine is a beautiful chireau with a
wonderful park. As pilots there are
six officers and four NCOs there.
On the 14th Lin Meyer and Uftz
{Hans) Horst both shor down a kite balloon {on 16 August) and Obfg
Schiinfelder brought down a SPAD of Guynemer's “Stork Squadron”.
The pilot (Sous-Le Henrt Rabatel) landed on a German airfield with a
wound in his upper leg.’

Although a lung infecrion had inidally kept Jacobs from J]_l.-'iug. he
was back in the air by 16 .'f'mgmir. ﬂ}'ing whar he called a '::l_'n;‘|'|g|:|"||:n::d'
Albarros [V (a reference o wing reinforcement). Jacobs may have been
flving with Schénfelder when the naval pilor caprured the SPAD VII
from the Yes Crgognes” Escadritle. Obfg Kurt Schanfelder was born on
30 July 1894 ar Towschen. He was a pre-war aviator, having earned his
licence Mo 034 on 27 December 1913,

A naval airman arached to an Army .‘Ft;{ﬁ’f‘.n". Schinfelder had served in

Jasta7 since December 1916, He had struggled through a frustrating start

to his career as a Jfagdflieper. On 12 May 1917, he had forced down a
BE 2 to land ar Woeuvres, but was only credited with a “zur Landung
gezwvungen (forced o land) aircraft, which did not equal a full victory
credit. Schanfelder claimed 2 ."'-||:'||_'.l'l.’.-'il,'|‘| on bath 21 and 24 M ay, bur failed
to receive confirmarion for either. He finally broke into the 5COTING
column on 20 July when he destroyed a No 56 Sqn SE 5, killing its pilot,
Capt E D Messervy. Schonfelder

"-"r":.'-uld t'"“.‘lg]'.' el _II'I.:lh:':!'. _[-'ll'.'“h.";‘
closest friend and trusted wingman
in Jfasta 7. Jacobs affectionately
l_-:l.“L'd hi.ﬂ:'l I.|':|".|'|:'f..?|' ll-i'r"...l'?ﬂ-'f:'Tﬂﬂ.?f.r.l'l 0or
literally ‘my warer bearer’.

On 21 Aupgust,
landing his black D V when he
collided with another D V flown
by Lin Otto Kunst. Both of the
Jasta 7 aircraft were destroyed, and

Jacobs  was

Jacobs apparently had to reverr to
ﬂ}f:ir]g a D I11.

Mot all the action was on the 4.
Armiee front, Just to the south in the




&. Armee, Lin Joachim von Bertrab
ok off from the Jasta 30 aero-
drome at Phalempin on 12 Augusr,
flying D V 2191/17. He had only
managed to add one more vicrory
:'li]'ll'_'L' J'!ll.i'l‘fil.. hl.l[ I"HZIT:II."'.l. Ly H-'II'I:I'L' ||:IL‘

British balloon ar Souchez for his

sixth. However, he was intercepted
by a Nieuport flown by Lt Edward
‘Mick’ Mannock of No 40 Sgn
[who also had five victories ]:n this
date, but who would add many
more). Mannock later wrote;

‘Had a splendid fight with a
single-seater  Albatros  Scour  lase
weck on our side of the lines and
got him down. This proved to be Ltn von Bartrap (sic), Iron Cross, and
had been flying for 18 months. He came over for one of our balloons, near
Neuville-5t Vaast, and 1 cut him off going back, He didn’t ger the balloon
cither, The scrap ook |_'.-L1_q'q~ at 20010 fi up, well within view of the whole
front. And the cheers! It took me five minutes to get him down, and |
had to shoot him before he would land. 1 was very pleased thar I did not
kill him — right arm broken by a bullet, left arm and left leg deep flesh
wounds, His machine, a beaury, just issued (1 June 1917) with a 220 hp
(sic) Mercedes engine, all black wich crosses picked out in white lines,
turned over on landing and was damaged.”

Further southeast in the 5. Armee sector there were stll oppormunities
for pilq*al;:c o carn their Arse f,atlr'f;'c'f_:[;', Lin d R Theodor Hum|'.-c=| was H}'ing

'|.'|."i.1'|'l ]%ii"r':’lf'iilﬂ jﬂ.f.l"f? I'El at [l.'l.Eh- "iﬁll’.‘. 1'!":[': |L'IIIZ| !H’C'n-'iﬂl].‘il}-' =T htT"."iL'L' i.Jl

FA (A) 280 and fasea 26. At Jasta 16b, he honed his skills as a member of

a three-man Kerte which included two formidable air ﬁlz,hn:rﬁ —Lind Rs
Oreeo Kissenberth and Loudwig Hanstein, Years later, Rumpel recalled;

“Jasta 16 was assigned to 5. Armee, opposite Yerdun, where there was
much activity, Heavy fighting started around Mort Homeme that was
accompanied by numerous aircraft in the air from both sides, i:|1-.'|L|I.1iﬂ;_:_
many French caprive balloons. Kissenberth already had a balloon (on
19 June, for his fitth vicrory), so | ried my luck on 10 August.

‘It was midday, and the French were usually known to be dining. I flew

alone from Mare Homme down o Verdun (rext continues on page 61),

Kurt Schonfelder achieved 13
victories before his death on 26
June 1918, Josef Jacobs wraote,
‘He was ane of the best pilots,
being well known along the whale
Woestern Front. He had bean
mentioned often by the Kofl with
hanaur, and had brought down nine
anamy asroplanas and balloons

in the last days’ (photo courtesy

A lnrie]

On 21 August 1977, Josel Jacobs
was gliding in to a forced landing
with a damaged engine, unaware
that Ltn Otto Kunst was also
landing. The twao Jasta 7 Albatros
D Vs collided. 'l saw a shadow

on my right wing', wrote Jacobs.
"Thera was a cracking and tumbling
through the air and a crash on the
ground. For a moment, | was
somewhat stunned. As my aircraft
had lost its landing gear, | could
step out of the fuselage at ground
level. Mot far from me, | saw Kunst
still lying in what remained of his
aeroplane. He had his twin guns in
front of him and the seat on which
he was sitting. The remainder

of the aircraft had completely
disintegrated.” Jacobs' DV is at
right, with small additional crosses
an the upper wing (HAC/UTD)
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Albatros D Il {serial unknown|
of Oblt Kurt Student, Jasta 9,
Leffincourt, February 1917

Albatros D I serial unknown) of Ltn d B Wilhelm Leuseh, Jasfa 19,
Les Mesnil, April 1917

Albatros D I {serial unknown)

of Ltn Emil Meinecke, Ottoman
Fliegerabteilung 6, Chanak-Kale,
Summer 1917

Albatros D 1 1958/16 of Obit Paul von Osterroht, Jasta 12, Epinoy, March 1917




Albatros D 1l [serial unknown) of Offz Stv Friedrich Altemeier, Jasta 24,
Annelles, Summer 1917

Albatros D I 2041/16 of Lin d R Ernst Hess, Jasts 28w, Wasquehal,
Bugust 1917

Albatros D Il 643/17 of Oblt Robert Greim, Jasta 34b, Mars la Tour,
Surmmer 1917

8
Albatros D 1l 209216 of Ltn d B Bichard Wenzl, Jasta 31, Mars-sous-Bourco,
June 1917

a1




Albatros O 11 serial unknown| of Dbl Eduard Dostler, Jasia 34, Mars la Tour,
circa April 1917

10
Albatros DI {serial unknown) of Ltn Joachim von Bertrab, Jasta 30, Phalempin,
Summer 1917

1
Albatros D 11 760/17 of Lin d R Hans Oblerlander, Jasta 30,
Phalempin, Summer 1917

12
52 Albatros D I 2171/16 of Ltn d R Josef Veltjens, Jasta 14, Marchais, March 1917




Albatros D Il 2274/16 of Oblt Adolf Ritter von Tutschek, Jasta 12, Epinoy,
May 1917

14
Albatros DV 1117717 of Ltn d B Johann Janzen, Jasta 23, Erlon by Marle,
Summer 1917

Albatros D WV 115417 of Offz Stv Max Maller, Jasta 28, Wasguehal,
August 1917

Albatros DV [serial unknown] of Ltn d R Theodor Rumpel, Jasta 23b, Jametz,
September 1917




Albatros DV 4594/17 of Ltn d R Paul Strahle, Jasta 18, Houplin,
circa Novembear 1917

Albatros D W [serial unknown) of Lin d R Arthur Rahn, Jasta 18, Avelin,
circa January 1918

Albatros DV 4476117 of Ltn o R Ernst Udet, Jasta 37, Phalempin,
September 1917

20
Albatros DV {serial unknown) of Ltn d B Ernst Udet, Jasta 37, Wynghene,
Autwmn 1917




Albatros DV |serial unknown) of Ltn d B Theodor Rumpel, Jasta 23b, Anichae,
February/March 1918

22
Albatros DV [serial unknown] of Ltn Heinrich Seywald, Jasta 23b,
Aniche, February 1918

Albatros DV (seral unknown) of Ltn d R Viktor Schobinger, Jasta 12,
Roucourt, August 1917

24
Albatros DI (OAW] 5127717 of Ltn d B Hermann Habich, Jasta 49, Bruille,
March 18918

]



56

Albatros D Va of Ltn d R Walter Boning,. Jasta T6b, Habsheim,
circa February 1918

26
Albatros D I [OAW] 2380/17 of Ltn d R Heinrich Arntzen, Jasia 50,
Marle-Autremencourt, circa February 1918

Albatros D W (serial unknown) af Ltn d B Julius Buckler, Jasta 17,
Wasquehal, late September 1917

Albatros D WV 4408717 of Viw Georg Strazser, Jasfa 17, Rethéuwil Ferme,
circa December 1917



Albatros D WV (serial unknown] of Ltn d R Rudalf Windisch, Jasta 32b,
Landreville, September 1917

30

Albatros D W [serial unknown) of Obfg Kurt Schonfelder, Jasta 7,
Aertrycke, early 1918

Albatros D Va 5426/17(7) of Ltn zur See Gotthard Sachsenberg, MFJ |,
Aertrycke, late Summer/Autumn 1917

32
Albatros DY 459417 of Ltn d R Paul Striahle, Jasta 57, Halluin, May 1918

7
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where, in the suburb of Belleville,
an inli}ﬂl’lﬂ[]t |.:|-|.I.|U|:|‘|.-| WS Fi:f.i"l:‘i.
Clouds helped me w approach
undiscovered, and after three burses
from my zuns the balloon was on
fire. However, the way back was not
as casy as the approach! Ar first a
Hi{‘UFJUTl thii!’.'l';.!'."'l.] Ime, .I_'.l'l_l.'[ 11,"'-[!_"'r I

fired a few rounds 1 was rid of him,
only to be attacked by a Parasol,
“']1j£|] Wall CANICr [0 hl'!:l I'Cf." ﬂﬁ.. -"':‘;"Ihl:'r'l
I finally reached the frontines, a
SPAD was after me, but [ managed
to elude him and return safely — my
first vicrory!’

[_;m_'r rh:l[ ftﬂ}' H.l_]l-l'lpl:l:.ﬁ ]"_.':_"I,-Il'ij'
striped Albatros DV was hir by
French flak, curring his fuel lines. He tried to glide back to his base at
Spincourt, bur instead made a forced landing in a pond near his field. The
D 1||.'Il ﬂiF}l.]f.‘l'J overT ﬂ['ll:] i{.l]l'l'll,'.lf."l .'l.]rnm-:r I;,‘Il,'l:'l'..\.‘l‘ll_‘l_‘i.\_ E{]r hl'\ hL';_:l_d Was L'Ir:ldf[
water and he had 1o struggle to undo his seae belt and shoulder straps,

Rumpel also attempted o replicate his balloon-busting success the
following month;

‘On 5 Seprember, Hanstein and [ repeated an air balloon raid ar
Belleville similar to the one on 10 August. Hanstein flew in front, with
me |:""|."I'|.i|':|d hil'l'] L 'I:IT'I wecE |1ir.|1 "."r'l:'ll:l'l. hl:,'i"g ii'[[q'l_ll'l':['l,,‘l. _-'!||_!'||.,‘| S0r i:[ ﬂl:l._'Lirrl:'d.\,
Hanstein was amacked by a Parasol fighter right before, or almost the
moment, he reached the balloon. The Parasol was direcdy in front of my
ﬁ:.‘t't?l-[‘l';:’lll:.x 3|':|d il Was dlh CA8Y J-__E:Eml.' (8] thnr I {]f:l'lu’ul"l'l In ﬂ;'lr'l'll::'.s-l

Rumpel had burned a Morane Saulnier P of Escadrille F215 for his
hL\'L'(}[]'Ij "r'i';.'[(}l_}".

Back on the Flanders front, meanwhile, the pace of combar had

continued to increase, particularly for Max Miiller and Ernst Hess of

Jasta 28. On 17 .-"mguﬁr. Miiller wrore to his worried facher:

“This morning at 0720 hrs, [ shot down a very new type (an S5E 3) as
number 22, Numbers 19, 20, 21 and 22 are all lying behind our lines. Juse
for your sake, none is over the English lines anymore. But you know
yourself how careful T am. I am greatly celebrated in the Staffel — you
should see it sometime.’

On 9 .-'-"nuglnl Hess r.[r:.l::rn}'n:‘.c{ an unidentfied British aircraft over
Meuve Eglise at 0750 hrs, then engaged the enemy once again about three
hours later;

‘During a fighter parrol in the area around Ypres, Ltn Bolle of my
Kette was attacked ar 2500 merres by a SPAD. I dropped in behind him
unobserved and, Hying directly behind him, with ten shorts forced him
into a glide. Despite having jams in both guns, | followed him unril down
to an altitude of about 400 metres, when he landed at Zonnebeke.”

This SPAD became Hess's seventh vicrory,

Max Miiller had proven his courage and dedication, repeatedly
venturing over the Brinsh lines to bring his score o 26 confirmed
victories on 21 r’kugu:ﬂ. On thar {LL}' Miiller contribured a double o an

In the late summer of 1917, Theodor
Rumpel was forced to glide back
from a patrol east of Verdun with

a eut fuel line. He landed in a small,
shallow pond at the edge of the
Jasta 16 airfield and his D V went
ower on its back. | was still held in
the aircraft by my seat belts in an
upside down position, and almost
drowned because my head was
under the water', he later wrote,
Luckily, mechanics arrived and lifted
the tail up, permitting Rumpe! to
escape with a bellyful of water
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Ltn d R Ernst Udet of Jasta 37 flew
this Albatros OV 447617 to obtain
his tenth victory on 17 September
1917. His usual LO emblem was
painted on the natural-varnished
fuselage in black and white
(HACSUTD)

amazing bag of eight Brirish aircraft credited to_fasta 28. On the 26th the
Bavarian received an honour unparalleled in German fighrer aviation. He
was commissioned fengmant in the Active, or Regular, Army — normally an
offizter stellvertreter would be promoted to leugnant der reserve. Now as a
lentnantwith 26 vicrories, Miiller's nomination for the Pour fe Méritewas
speedily processed and approved on 3 Seprember.

UDET

Another ace of small stature had also been building up his score in August.
Ernst Udet had re-entered the victory column on 14 August witha DH 4
from Mo 25 Sgn for his seventh success. The next day he shot down a
courageously flown Sopwith 11/2 Struner from Mo 43 Sqn that had dared
to strafe the faa 37 airfield. On the 21sc Udet stalked six speedy DH 4
bombers from No 57 Sqn, finally catching up with the formarion and
shooting one down at Ascq for his ninth vicrory. At thar time _fassa 37 was
part of Jagderuppe 'Bethge' (along with faste 12 and 30 in the 6. Armee.

Udet's tenth success came on 17 September, during his first encounter
with the DXH 5 — a fighter with unique backward-staggered wings. The
previous night Jasta 37 had spent a wer evening entertaining guests, so
when Udet's orderly awoke him ar 0500 hrs, it was a bit of astruggle, But
it was good flying weather, so Udet reluctantly got out of bed and stuck
his aching head in the water basin. Then he prepared to take off in DV
4476717, as he wrote in Krewz wider Kokarde (translated h}' Adam Wait);

I had quite a headache, and felt an overall weariness in my limbs.
A wonderful cure for that is a nice morning flight, during which the
1r'|'|“d can Whi_ﬁ[ll: [|'|rmlg]1 “I'll.'lﬁ I:'H.';H.i .:l.ll.d hilif. S';:" ] 'i.]ll]fkl:l-" E'::"ﬂl": ":':FF
before brealkfase.

'T flew J-E-H_~,|_-|T1“ﬁ.:3||}.- ill“—"‘"l:-': the front in a southerly direction. When |
rurned northwards once more, [ noticed almost directly above me
German flak fire. Immediately thereafter | saw three English aircrafr.
I climbed to their height and watched them tor a while. Ac first I thought
they were Sopwiths flying on their backs, since the upper wing, which as
a rule is staggered forward in all English aircraft, in this case was staggered
rearwards. “So it must be a new type”, I told myself.

“The Englishmen tried every possible manoeuvre with their new crates.
They spun down, executed loops, did barrel rolls and numerous other
such things. | was about 100 metres above them. When the first one came
within firing range, he hoisted himself upwards and began ro fire. That
really disturbed me a bie. I put my

machine on its nose and likewise
opened fire.

‘At that p{:im all three of them
swung westwards  and  then
;1Frpr|:|;u'hqﬂ me once more. [his
time we were at the same aldrude,
The first one came at me from
the front and opened hre again.
However, since he saw that | in no
way intended to give way to him,
he became frightened ac the last
moment and went inte a turn about




30 metres in front of me. [ had been wairing for this turn, and now for mv

part drew a good bead on him. After a few well-aimed rounds, his new
little machine broke apart in the air, while his two comrades had
apparently lost their desire for combat.”

Uder’s unfortunate opponent was 2Lt Robert E Taylor, a 27-year-old
Canadian from No 41 Sqn who was killed by a bullet [hmugh the heart.
Thew Fffkalgc of his DH 5 {A94 () fell south of [zel. As Uder flew down
to circle the wreckage, he noriced the other two DH 5s preparing o attack
him. However, Albatros fighters from Jfasta 30 intercepred them, and
Utz Emil Licbert subtracted a second DH 5 from No 41 Sqn's roster.
Udet lacer visited the site and ook phortographs of the shattered machine.
He also rook one of Taylor's identity discs, leaving the other on the body
— which he covered with the cockade cut from the wing of the aircraft,

[n 1931 Udet was put in contact with Taylor's family, and he wrote to
them supplying details of the combat, and offering to send them the
personal items he had souvenired. '1 shall be glad o return these arnicles
to his relatives, for whom the possession of these must be of far greater
value than to me’, he noted in his letter.

On 28 Seprember, Uder pulled off his first double in a manner
reflecting his increasing skill and confidence. As he rold ir;

“S0 one evening, five English Camels were flying under and past me,
heading toward our front. | was located abour four to five kilometres
behind che Ellg]ih]l frontlines, and for almost 20 minures had been
observing an Areilleriehischen ("artillery rabbit™ — slang for an artillery
spotter), which was flying far below me, but I had never found the right
moment o attack. Because of this, the five brothers were more than

Im late summerfeary autumn 1917,
LUidet fleww this silver Albatros DY,
It is believed that there was a small
batch of D Vs finished in matte
silver overall, much like Pfalz
aircraft. The spinner and metal
engine cowlings were apparently
black, and the aircraft featured the
usual black/white Jasta 37 stripes
on the tailplane and wheel covers.
Udet and his mechanic obscure
the LO insignia on the fuselage.

A prominent windscreen and
tubular gunsight were fitted

(4 lmrie via HAC/UTD)

Udet flies his silver DV aver
Flanders in the autumn of 1917, just
revealing the LO emblem on the
fuselage. The trailing black and
white streamers Were a very
common leader's identification
{HAC/UTD)

welcome. It appeared o me thar
[J'IE_'I-" i'l.;.:ld oL Seen me, bf‘\cﬂ'l_lﬂ [h':':!."
were cheerfully flying straight ahead
towards the west. | now flew up
tll just around 200 metres behind
them, as it 1 belonged to them — still
they had not noticed me.

P
- "l.__l__i

“The five were ﬂ].-'ing mn w::dgr:
formacion. Because 1 had come

!'-I'l:ll'f!l ill)[]"n't, I ]13{1 gr:,'.rutrr SFI-CI:"CL ';irld

I flew into the wedge, open from
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behind. When I had come so near that both of the aircraft in the rear were
flving along with me in a line — only 30 or 40 metres to the lefe and righe
of me — [ fired ar the aircraft located 1o the left and near the leader. It
immediately burst into flames and crashed. In a second, 1 locked the
leader into my sights and shot up his engine and gas tank with a few
bullets. He put his aireraft on its nose and went down vertically. He made
a successtul landing. The three other Tommices had received such a shock
that they spun down in all dircctions.”

This day, No 43 Sqn lost 2Le R P Hood killed in Camel B6209, while
Capt T 5 Wynn was forced to land in B2366 near Wingles with his engine
Ehl_-l[ LIFl: ‘r'i'hif]'l SCCIMIE 1D I'Ilﬂri;]'l I._.II:'II.:TIZ"; li.'l.ﬂi.'l'['l"i. 1':":'1“.'” .[..I-l'.l.L'l Ii.'l.i'l.d‘l_'l'.{ |:|i.'|.|_-k
at fasta 37, his commander, Oblt Grasshoff, told him that someday he
would inherit the Sraffel when Grasshoff left, which is exactly what
happened on 7 November.

Accomplished pilots like Uder, Miiller and von Turschek were still able
to get the most out of their D [1ls and D Vs, maximising the acroplanes’
qrr{:ng;]‘ls and |'n:i|'|i1'ni:1i:|1g| their Faules ]'.-}' careful tactics and erear ﬂ}'il'l[:l,
skill. It was just as well thar they could, since there were virtually no
alternatives to the Albatros for a_fagdffiegerin the late summer of 1917,

On 31 August, 424 DY ﬁghn:rh were recorded in the Fromtbestand,
along with 385 D III machines. With the 56 I» Is and D 1ls still in use,
Albatros fighters made up 84 percent of the 1030 D-types recorded at
the front. Production of both the D 11T and D 'V was approaching the
maximum capacity of the Albatros factories. Although many German
pilots now realised these aircraft were inferior to the best Allied types,
there were no others available. As C.‘LI’]_‘.-' as 18 _'LII.}"-, Manfred won
Richtholen had written the following pointed note to his friend Oblt
Fritz von I:Jikcnha}rn, the ﬂ'::ga'?z."zq,l‘r' staff's technical officer;

*Our aireraft are laughingly inferior to the English. Their Triplane and
200 hp SPAD, as well as the Sopwith single-seater (Camel), play with our

D'V, Besides berter quality, they also have superiority in numbers. All af

our good fighter pilots are lost in this manner. The DV is so obsolete and
so ridiculously inferior to the English that one can’t begin to do anything
l||'|"|'[]'|_ l:his. .|'|_i|_'l:r.|]_:|'-[. Ell_][ [I"I{': Fl‘:l:'ll_'.l]{'. at ]‘tumf_' I’.h'l."«"l: not I.J'i?'.lk:l:'lt il:ﬂ:r"l.]'l.it'll{ LW
for almost a year, except for this lousy Albarros, and have remained stuck

with the D II1. As long as Albatros has no energetic competition, we are
left in the lurch with the DTV

Udet appears at left with Ltn d R
Heinrich Schleth, believed to have
flowen with Jasta 37 in late 1917,
The silver D W may well be Udet's
alrcraft before his LOinsignia was
applied, Note the gunsight
[HAC/UTI

Von Richthofen pinned his hopes
on the Fokker Dr [ wiplane. Due
to its own disastrous wing failures,
however, the Dr T would not reach
the front in appreciable quantitics
until January 1918, E:-'.am].:-lﬂ of
the streamlined Palz D 111 were
beginning to arrive by the end of
.'!'Lllgl].‘if.. hl]l’ rhi}i noew *}'i"ll_' lll!';.i not
live up 1o the promise of its racy
looks. Albatros would remain the
primary supplier of German figher
aircraft, and Aupust saw the first
I:_'IFIL'I{:I"Z"; I:ﬂf "}ll: now :Irrlp:r: :l'l«"l_'(l .[-} .III-'IIH.




Almost idendcal in appearance to the [} V, the [ Va was reinforced
throughout its airframe with stronger spars, heavier ribs and additional
fuselage members. The aileron cables were once again roured through the
lower wing (like the D 1I1), and wing tip support cables were added.
These modifications increased the weight of the [ Va, which was greater
than that of the D TIT and the carly D V. When powered by the 160 hp
Mercedes, the D Va had a poorer performance than its predecessors.

Luckily, experiments on high-compression or high-altitude engines
were paying off. By increasing the compression ratio and adjusting the
carburertor, the power output of a standard Mercedes could be
maintained at higher alatudes. Deliveries of the Mercedes D 111a, rated at
approximately 180 hp, began in March 1918. Also, 1500 high-
compression pistons were supplied monthly for use as replacements in the
Mercedes D [1ls already in use. In Auguse 262 D Vas were ordered,
followed by 250 maore in Seprember, 550 in Ocrober and finally 600 from
QAW in September/October, for an overall total of more than 1600
D Vas. The new type began to reach the fagdstaffeln in October 1917,

VERDUN FRONT

Albarros pilots highting over the Ypres Salient were not the only hard-
pressed Jagdfliegerin the autumn of 1917, In the 5. Armee sector opposite
Verdun, the aerial conflict could also be intense, Operating on this fron
was fagdgruppe von Braun', which included Staffelr 14, 16b, 21, 22, 23b
and 32b.

One 20-year-old pilot flying with fasta 32b scored his second victory ar
this time. Rudolf Windisch had been born in Dresden on 27 January
1897, and went to war in the 12, Kamiglich-Sichsisehes Infanterse-
Repiment Nr 177, After being wounded in November 1914, he finally
won his way into the air service. After his own training, Windisch spent a
frustrating year as a flying instructor at FEA 6, but was posted 1o FFA 62 Ltn d R Rudolf ‘Rudi’ Windisch of
Bavarian Jasta 32 flew this zebra-
striped D V at Landravilla, circa
; September 1917. Along with the
Utz Windisch teamed up with observer Oble Max von Cossell o fly black/white fuselage striping and
many daring missions, and they even downed a Russian balloon, the black(?] tail assembly, the

Undoubtedly their most audacious acrion occurred in the early markings of this aircraft included
morning hours of 2 October 1916, when Windisch flew far behind the ::::::i:::;:uﬁ::::d caldsbe

Russian lines in a Roland C Il and landed von Cossell close to the \J Miicklar/T Phillips]

on 1 May 1916, where he received a hearty welcome from fellow Saxon
Max Immelmann. After FFA 62 was transferred to the Eastern Front,
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Dubnow—Rowno railway line. After
Windisch ok off. von Cossell
planted explosives under the rracks
and detonated them just as a train
was passing. The next morning
Windisch returned and picked up
von Cossell, and the two returned to
a glorious welcome, Windisch was
decorated with the Prussian Crown
Order IV Class with Swords and the
Saxon 5t Henry Medal in Silver.

Eager for even more aggressive
duties, Windisch wound up in fasta
32 in February 1917, On 19 September, he finally accounted for his first
enemy aeroplane — a French AR two-seater over Fleury. Eighr days later,
he downed a SPAD near Betheville, and this was followed by three more
SPADSs in November, Windisch was destined for even greater success.

Theodor Rumpel of jasta 16b was sill flying in the same Armee as
Windisch at this time, and he wrote;

I.Hﬂl'_l.\,"':[l.,"'i['l Was I'I'l_-ll'l'l.lr'lﬂl'l:ﬂ.l i m:.l[]-ljt'l U'E- _,Irflll'lrﬂ'f .}51 ﬂl‘.li'.l |. -|C|-| rl'::':l m:lr'
good old friend Ono Kissenberth, who left fasea 16 to join Jasta 23 as s
commanding officer.

“These were vivid times all over the front. We flew three to four sorties
per day, each lasting two hours, and we would go to bed right after

Viw Franz Schmid was one of
Windizsch's fellow pilots in Jasta
3Zb. He flew an Albatros DV
identified by this beautiful eagle
insignia, which was copied from
a poster advertisement for the
Rumpler aircraft firm [T Phillios)

Theodaor Rumpel apparently flew
this Albatros D V soon after arriving
at Jasta 22b on 18 September 1917
Hi= album caption for this shot
wias, ‘How my red crate was killed
[destroyed), September 1817°. The
well-known Jasta 23b unit marking
of a white band on the tail section
was apparently not yet in use, but
the fuselage and tail section were
certainly red {HAC/UTD)

supper. It was not unusual for five
or six French fighter squadrons
to scrap with just two or three
Jagestaffeln, and it was a hard game.
Hjssl:r_lbl.‘rrh Wik WVLry HuCtEESﬁl[
during this period, and | scored
my third victory on 19 September —
a SPAD fighter. On 12 December
I managed 1o down another SPAD
for my fourth victory.”

Bespectacled Oro Kissenberth

was indeed on a winning streak at

Ltn d R Max Gossner, Staffelfihrer
Ltn d R Otto Kissenberth (with
glasses) and Rumpeal were
photagraphed with the tail section
of a Jasta 23b Albatros. Rumpel
wrote, ‘The Staffel marking of
Jasta X3 was a broad white stripe
completely around the fin and
stabiliser of the alreraft. In addition,
each pilot carried his own personal
miarking.” As seen here, the white
stripe was generally bordered in
black and supplemeanted with black
eolouration on the aft fuselage

(HAC/UTD)




Along with his mechanics, Ltn d R
Theodor Rumpel poses with his
grean Jasta 23b Albatros D V during
the winter of 1917-18. According

to Rumpel, "All (my) subsequent
aeroplanes were painted green in
henour of my regimental unit when
| waas a cavalry officer’ {HACSUTD)

This classic photograph is one of
several taken on 1 August 1317,
capturing Offz Stv Max Maller with
his Jasta 28 D V 1154/17. The
stylised insignia on the fuselage
may represent & comet, and it is
thought to have been black with
white outlines. The Staffel marking
of a yellow tailplane and elevator
with two black chordwise stripes
was also applied

L —

this rime, claiming six French
aircraft in August and five more in
September.

Kissenberth's fellow Bavarian Ltn
Max Miiller was sull a thorn in
the side of the RFC in Flanders.
However, like many other Staffein,
Miiller's fastea 28 had suffered
:-.lgn:iﬁ::.‘m: losses — i|:'|l:]|_1-:iingh W0
commanders killed in September,
On the 29th, Lin d R Emil Thuy
arrived from Jase 21 with 15
victories to take over the Sraffel

While Miiller's lerrers had been
full of praise for Jasta commander
Karl-Emil Schifer and his successor Otro Harrmann, he had little good
to say about Thuy. On 30 October Miiller wrote:

‘On the 22nd I shot down two Englishmen out of a squadron. 1 had
positioned myself above them and shot first one and then the other down,
by which time the others had disappeared in a steep glide. A third one,
from the same squadron, was shot down by a wingman. Lon Thuy hasn't
caught one yet.’

It has been 5|:--:cul;ned that F:u:rhap.l: as a Powr fe Mérite man with 27
victories, Miiller may well have felr he should have been given command
of the [asta instead of Thuy. Whatever the reason, Miiller requested
transfer our of fasta 28. On 8 November he wrote:

“This is to inform you that I am back with feedstaffel Boclcke, You
know why! Besides, there are some nice, very courageous gentlemen here.’

Another unit engaged in bitter fighting against the RFC ar this time
was the t]i'iTil1ngiﬁ|‘l~‘:E| Jasta 18. Oblc Rudolf Berthold arrived from j.-m.-’.'
|4 on 12 HLL{.;uhl to take command. By Ocrober the S{..!'I,I?Eu" was based at
Harlebeke in the 4. Armee.

One of the best pilots in the faszz was Len d R Paul Strihle, a
"'-"'.’Elrn-:mbwgr:r born in Schorndorf on 20 May 1893. In 1913 he
had joined the Lufischiffer-Bataillon 1V, and made many flights in
Zeppelin Z VI,

WNIWNIXY N
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After a series of transfers and several acremprs, Striihle finally managed
to obtain a posting for pilot training at Kaslin, in Pomerania. Following
brief service in two-seaters, he went through the Jagdfliegerschule ar Koln,
then arrived at fasea 18 in early November 1916, Strihle scored his initial
victory on St Valenrine’s Day of 1917, and had increased his wally o
six by 26 May. His war diary provides an informarive glimpse of fasta
operations, and the limirarions of the Albarros fighrers;

17 August — Hying D 11l 1970/16, 1 abandon the patrol, as my
machine cannot keep up with the formarion, and pursue five or six enemy

machines. [ fired at one of the enemy with my rnght machine gun, then

both guns jammed. My machine is just not good enough tor dogfighting,

*18 August — shortly after take-off, five SPADs thar had been above the
clouds arracked our formation, firing tracer ammunition. They were all
superior to us in speed. so a successful scrap was not possible.”

Later thar same day, Strihle had an opportunity o Hy a caprured SPAD
V11, and found ‘it is very good, bur a little unstable. The feeling of safery
is greater than in an Albatros.”

By 10 October Strihle was flying D V 4594/17 — a machine that
I'll: Wl Il]lii ri_'gl.,l_l_;-'l_l'i:.' LESE [:'I_':Ir SCVEN mon I.'h!'i. [y m'l':ll.\'.'[i.] I.E e 1.]1;.:”1 ],}U
frontline flights in that time. On that date he recorded in his war diary;

Ltn d R Paul Strahle runs up the
engine of his D V 4594/17 as
mechanics hold down the tail, While
the machineg still bears the colours it
displayed during Strahle’s Jasta 18
servica, this photograph was taken
at the Wasquehal airfield of Jazta 57
probably around February 1918,

It wwas painted in the 'Berthold
colours” of a dark blue fuselage and
ried nase, with the pllot’'s personal
battle-axe insignia. Strahle was
allowed to bring this machine with
him to Jasta 57, where he continued
to fly it in its old colours for a while

Ltn d R Viktor Schobinger poses
with his black Albatros D V of Jasta
12. Reportadly, this was the former
machine of Obh von Tutschek, who
wias badly wounded on 11 August
1917. Schobinger took over the
Staffel two days later, and he
apparently also took over von
Tutschek's D V as a reserve aircraft,
Thiz machine would soon be
painted with Schobinger’s personal
embeallishment of a light blue
oblong or cylinder symbol on

the fuselage (HAC/LTD)

‘Doghights with several formarions
of SE 5s, DH 4s and wriplanes. Obly
Elﬂ"rl_'l'_lﬂlll:l Was .";I::'k'{frl':l}' "u"l-'('l'l]nl'.ll:d .I]I
the right arm (bone shatrered). Ln
(Oro)  Schober hic in
and force landed at Heuwle. Orhes

radiator

formations of Albatros machines
joined the fight. Oble Berthold
|ﬁ|'|.|:‘|{":l:] ‘i.iﬁ'.']:-' &0 CFAr i]'iflni.l_‘]d l['I. ‘II:IE[E
of half-severed ailerons and heavy
bleeding from his wound.’

Berthold would not return o
Jasta 18 unul March 1918, and Oble
Ernst Turck took his place as CO.

[n the 4. Armeesector, heavy rains
had hampered both the British
ground and aenal forces in dheir
¢ Ridge
during October, Just to the south

assaults against Passchendae
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was the 6. Armee, which included among its aerial contingent fasta 12 a
Roucourt and Jasta 30 at Phalempin. Celebrared faste 12 commander
Adolf von Turschek had been badly wounded in the shoulder on 11
August when his black Albatros D'V had been downed by ace Fle L C D
Booker of "8 Naval’. Von Tutschek’s comrade Lin Viktor Schobinger
immediately attacked Booker and shot up his Sopwith Triplane, forcing
the British pilot to land, and perhaps saving von Turschelk's life.

From his hospital bed, von Tutschek saw to it that Schobinger was
named his successor, For the next nine weeks Schobinger led fasta 12 to
| 9 vicrories without the loss of a single pilot. On 21 Ocober Schobinger
and the pilots of Jfaste 12 made a skilful attack on a formation of eight
RE 8s from No 59 Sqn, as well as their two escorting Camels. Schobinger
succeeded in forcing RE 8 A3859 to land behind German lines, where
its wounded crew were caprured. According to the Jasta records, this
was the 100ch victory of fasa 12 (although other accounts by various
sources have the 100th victory coming on 31 Ocrober, also by
Schobinger), and the fusclage of the RE 8 was suitably labelled as
such by Schobinger’s mechanics. Schobinger wenr on to raise his score
to eight prior 1o being wounded in the foor on 15 November, thus
ending his frontline career.

As Ovcrober 1917 drew to a close, the weather continued to worsen with
the approaching winter. Airmen on both sides welcomed the frequent
respites from operational flying. However, determined Albatros pilots
could srll achieve significant resules, and use the heavy cloud cover to
their advantage.

On 18 November, Offz Stv Julius Buckler of Jasta 17 (now based at
Wasquehal, still in the 4. Armee) flew his Albatros D V Maps off into a
thick fog, with whar he said was a ceiling of 100 metres. Sighting a balloon
over Zillebeke Lake, near Ypres, he ‘dived into the mist” and flew blind for
abour six minures, then flamed the British gasbag. As Buckler returned
homeward, half-lost in the murk, he stumbled on another balloon and
fired ar it. Although British records prove that only one balloon was lost

Classic wiew of D WV and D Il fighters
of Jasta 12 under Schobinger's
command at Roucourt in late
summer 1917, All of the asroplanes
display the Staffel marking of a
black tail = even the AEG C IV "hack’
two-seatar. The first two D Vs in line
weare both flowen I:ﬁ,l Schobinger, and
displayed his light blue emblem, The
first D V appears to have ‘lozenge
fabric’ wings, while the second has
painted camouflage. The sixth
aircraftisthe DV of Lind R
Friedrich Hochstetter. It vwas marked
with a "stacked shot’ insignia to
indicate his previous service in

the artillery (T Phillips)
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Jasta 17's leading aca, Julius
Buckler, wears a full-length
greateoat with fur collar in this view
taken at Wasguehal airfield in the
autumn of 1917, The dark-painted
tail (black?) was the unit marking

at this time. Buckler's usual Mops
insignia is not to be seen - the
wings were covered in five-colour
lozenge” fabric. Note the rack of
signal cartridges mounted below
the cockpit [HAC/UTDN |
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this day, Buckler received credit for two. On an afternoon sortie that same
dav, he went on to down an RE 8 of No 9 Sq_]n RFC {which landed near A different D V of Buckler's clearly

1'3':5':[“"'“'-1“ behind the Britsh lines, with both crewmen unharmed). displays the Mops titling, and serves
as a backdrop for these Jasts 17 |

. : mechanics at Wasquehal, The
more pleased to learn later thar he had been promoted to lenmant der aircraft also sported the dark tail

Having performed the ‘hat trick” of three in one day, Buckler was even

reverve. A boisterous celebration followed until late thar evening. unit, and this time Mops appeared
in white letters against a two-colour
band. Jasts 17 was at Wasquehal,

- : _ ) ; with its well-camouflaged hangars,
381 ranks against the German trenches from Gonnelieu to Havrincourr, from 28 August to 6 November 1917

Only two days later, on the 20th, the famous "Tank Battle of Cambrar’

nPr:nt':] on the 2. Armee sector. The Britsh First and Third Armies sent

without the usual preparatory barrage. When the batrde began, the (HAC/UTD)
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2. Armee possessed only one fighter unit — farta 5 — bur it was soon
reinforced with the arrival of JG T and fasea 15, Buckler's fasta 17 moved
to the 2. Armeeas part of the response,

D 30 MNovember the Germans launched a h]glﬂ}-‘ successful
counter-atcack and regained the ground they had lost, but thae day
1wed in No-Man's Land. The

Et}u:]lﬂr-altutking troops tound him pinnrd in the wr::ckagt ofhis DV,

Buckler was grievously wounded and cras

and he was raken to a field hospital. He was still in hospital when he
received his Pour fe Mérite on 3 December. Buckler would retuen to
combar in March 1918 and, I.IE.'-:I‘.'iTE yet another wound (his fifch}, survive
the war with 36 vicrories.

Buckler’s friend, and frequent wingman, Viw Georg Strasser ook
up the gauntler in his absence. Flying D V 4408/17 on 10 December,
he flamed a French balloon of the 92e Cie de Aérostiers ar Jussy for his
sixth victory. Two days later he switched to a Brirish “gasbag’ ar Villers
Faucon, which he torched ar 1550 hrs for his seventh, and final, vicmry.
Strasser too survived the war, bur died in a flying accident on 4
Drecember 1923,

At the very end of the third vear of the war, there were 513 Albarros
[3 WV fighters reported at the fronc, as well as 186 of the new D Va types
and 423 D 11s. It was the period of maximum deployment of the D V.
While there were 390 Plalz ﬁglllurﬁ recorded and 35 Fokker Dr s,
Albatros types still made up 71 percent of all frontine fighrers. As 1917
gave way to 1918, Albatros pilots would continue to shoulder the bulk
of fighter operations against numerically superior foes with increasingly
better machines. And two old friends from Wiirttemberg fasir 28 who
had gained glory over the Ypres Salient paid the ultimare price.

Ltn d R Ernst Hess brought his score from two to 14 in three months
of non-stop combar at fasta 28. In late Seprember he was given command
of fasta 19 in the 1. Armee, where he increased his m”}' to 17, On 23
December, Hess took off in D Va 5347/17 to lead his unit in an
interception of an enemy formation. As he attacked one aircraft, he was
hit by fire from a second, L:Jkir:lg a bullet to the head. His Albatros hit the
ground and burst into flames. Hess's body was returned to Wieshaden on
the final day of 1917, and buried on 3 Janua ry.

Buckler takes an informal pose with
his D WV AMops at Wasquehal, The
flare cartridge rack and tubular
gunsight were commaon accessories
on many German fighters
{HAC/UTDH

Pictured in late 1917 with his DV,
named Ly, is Viw Georg Strasser

of Jasta 17. By this time the Staffel
marking had been altered to a white
fim with a dark (black?) rudder,

This was probably 4408/17, and

it sported a lovely heart emblem

on a stylised white background
{HAC,/UTD)
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Right

In one of his last photographs, Lin d
R Ernst Hess of Wirttemberg Jasta
28 stands by his D V. Hess scored his
fourth victory (27 July 1917] through
his fouteenth [16 September 1917) in
fAlbatros D Il 2041716, His combat
reports describe the Dl as having a
green fuselage from the cockpit aft,
with the unit’s yellow and black
striped tail. This D V may well

have had a green fuselage as well
IHACSUTE

Abaove

Max Miller poses in his flying togs
by the nose of his DV 1154/17. This
aircraft also displayed a black W'
marked on the underside of sach
bottom wing, and a portion of that
marking is just visible. On 26 August
Miller was given an Active, or
Regular, commission by the
Bavarian Army as a leutnant in the
Flieger-Bataillon — a unique honour
(HAC/UTD}

In a letter written in June 1917, Max
Miiller told his father his aircraft
was being painted differently avery
two weeks. Miller is seen at left
with a D V that still bears his
stylised ‘comet’ emblem, but has
now been painted with a very dark
colour on the fusalage. This was
probably DV 1154717 repainted,
possibly red. Miller"s ‘M’ initials can
just be made out on the underside
of the bottom wings

i ¥
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Hess's old comrade Max Miiller had come a lcmg Way. Asa E‘J‘r"r'-lfmt}'

ace with Jasta Boelcke, Miiller was the second leading living German ace
after von Richthofen (Gontermann, with 39, had died in the crash of his
Fokker Dr 1 on 30 QOcrober). Miiller resumed .~ir_'u:r'mg on 7 Novemnber
with a SPAD, followed by an SE 5 on the 11th and a DH 5 on the 29th.
On 6 January 1918, the fasta Boclcke CO, Lin Walter von Biilow, was
killed within British lines. Miiller no doubt expected the mantle of
leadership of the prestigious Staffelro fall on his shoulders, bur once again
he was disappointed. He was named “acting commander’, and led the unic
in the air, bur was not Fu“:r' a permanent .‘i.’ﬂ_‘jﬁ*{"fﬁf;rrr.

Only three days later, Miiller lew D Va 5405/17 at the head of six
Staffe! mares on a patrol. He pressed home a rash artack on a No 21 5gn
RE 8 flown by Capt G Zimmer and observer 2Lt H A Somerville, his
reckless approach bringing him right into the parh of an accurate burst
from Somerville’s gun. The Albatros burst inta Hames, and the other fasnag
Boelcke pilots warched in horror as Miiller's figure left the blazing
D V and plummered to earth. In early 1918, Bavaria's highest scoring
fﬁgiffflfgfl'\k'éLﬁ Pﬂﬁ[hl_][‘lll‘_rl_]ﬁl}' .in‘:,‘:lr:{l:tl fi'll: [{Iljl:;ht.h f:t‘EISh L-lF'[hf i"'rt i] i.{::'l.r'__u"

Max-Joseph order, giving him the tide Max Rierervon Miiller,
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AND BEYOND

ome readers might well view the inventory of German fighrers at

the front on 31 December 1917 and wonder at the large number

of Albatros D) 111 types (423) sull in service ar this nme. After
all, the D II1 had first arrived art the frone a full year before. Even more
noteworthy is the fact that on 28 February 1918, there were still 357
D Ils recorded, as opposed to 250 DV types and 475 [ Vas.

Most of the D) 111s flying in early 1918 would have been OAW -built
versions, which were sall in |'.-rn:h|::ri:'||'| in F;PF-rr.'mhr:r 1917, There 15
circumstanmal evidence to suggest thar the OAW-built D III was
constructed more sturdily than the Johannisthal-buile version. Ar any
rate, the [ [T (OANW) was prnh:lhhr' a berter aircraft chan the D'V, Even
von Richthofen is said to have preferred the D 111 to the D V. QAW -buil
[ I1ls were available in quantity, and several new Ameribaprogramm
ﬁgh[ur .'ir.f{,{.i'}fa.' would be equipped with these machines in early 1918,

Royal Prussian Jasta 50 was apparently one such unit. Formed as
FEA 13 in Bromberg, fagdstaffel 50 was hrst stationed at Marle-
Avtremencourt v the 7. Armer on 11 _|.|m|:ar}' 1918, The frst
Staffelfiihrer was the highly capable Lin d R Heinrich Arnizen, born on
11 Seprember 1894 in Aubolt. He was an old hand, having flown many
reconnaissance and photography missions as an observer in 1914-15 1n
FFA 34 and later in FFA 2, with whom he was wounded on 20 March
1915, Returning to action, Amntzen scored his first vicrory as an observer
with pilot Viw Bruno Schwabe on 1 April 1916 over Verdun. He
successfully claimed three more aircraft as an observer before going 1o
pilot traiming. Arntzen’s first posting as a_fagdflieger took him o jasa 15,
where he scored rwice more flying the Albarros D'V and Pfalz D 1L

As leader of the new fasne 50, he drew first blood for his unicar 1045 hrs
on 23 January 1918 when he burned a balloon of the 43¢ Compagnie de

Aérastiers near Pontavert. Four days later he was credited with an RE 8 ar

Staffelfdihrer of the new Jasts 50,
Ltn d B Heinrich Arntzen s flanked
by his grounderew in front of Dl
QAW 2380/17. ik appears that the
aircraft’s guns have been remowved
for servicing. Arntzen's favoured
personal emblem of a Prussian
observer's badge (black/white
bordered in red} was applied to the
fuselage. DAW-built D s featured
a rounded rudder like that fitted
to the D W, as well as distinctive
natlonal insignia style and
placement

1305 hrs at La Fére as his cighth
success, and the second bor Jasta 50.
Thar same day one of his pilots, Viw
Josef Kettel, was killed in D 111
(OAN) 2370/17.

On 12 February Arntzen ignited
a balloon from the 4% Cie de
Aérostiers tor the third victory
credited o his Swaffel which would
.Iipu_'r_"t.ﬂi:.-:_' in sausage rn:i.lﬂin_g' for
a shorr period. On 21 March - the
{]:l}-' the great Hpring Offensive

commenced — Arntzen torched the
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fifth balloon credited o Jfaste 50, Eight days later he was awarded the
‘Hohenzollern'. On 23 April Arntzen destroyed a French two-seater for
his 11th victory, but it was to be his last, for on 27 May he received severe
head wounds from anti-aircraft fire. He made it back to the German lines
safely bur lost an eye. Arnezen's career as a_fugdflieger was over.

Another new Szaffel equipped largely with the OAW-built [ 11T was
Jasta 37, which formed up at Fieger-Beobachter-Schule Konigsberg on 6
_[-anuarjrr 1918. Len d R Paul Steidhle (wath seven vicrories) was bruugh[ n
from Jasta 18 as commander, and the unic arrived at the 6. Armeefront on
the 24rth. Its first base was the well-used airfield ar Wasquehal, near Lille.

Strihle’s diary from this period details the hectic activity as he collected
D 1lIs from AFI* 6 near Tournai, and assembled and trained his green
pilots. He was allowed to bring his Albatros D V wich him from his old
Staffel, and also brought two Jasta 18 pilots along as well — Uffz Max
Hitschler and Lin Hans Viebig {five vicrories).

|l'|. IEIIUEF}’fFEljruHI}'. it was I.'|'|::ii: W :Ipcricnccd hﬂl]l::lﬁ. Whi} ﬂl.:"'p'l-'
most of the sorties, and who bore the brunt of the formation flying drills
Striihle insisted on. He tried three pracrice flights with eighr of his pilots
on 27 Februar_-p. and rl:]'.ili'l-rtt‘v[] of the first one, ‘First 5{;;&! EXErCIse,
tormartion flying, following detailed theoretical instructions. Flying very
good, but sometimes highly dangerous.” Then, ‘Further pracuce, not
quite good enough yer.” On the third flighe of the day, ‘I flew alongside
themn to see which pilots were two far apart. On landing, Uff: Wieprich
collided with Ltn Haffner on the ground. Both machines were damaged,
but the pilots unhurt.’

On 3 March he led one of the unir's first frone patrels and reporeed
‘Formation adequate’. One week later Strihle could happily report,
‘Fight with RE 8s over Arleuse. Viebig and Gefr Siclemann each shot one
down.” His new Seaffelhad been bloeded, and gruelling days were ahead.
Serihle would alternate between his old I V 4594/17 and a new D 111
[OAN) 2385/17 in the weeks to come.

MARINE FELD JAGDSTAFFEL |

Army pilots were not the only ones flying Albatros fighters. The Marine
(Crerman Navy) land-based fighter forces in Flanders also flew colourful
Albatros D III, D V and D Va types with success. The primary
personality and driving force behind German Naval land-based fighter
aviation was Len zur See Gorthard Sachsenberg.

Born on 6 December 1892, Sachsenberg had been headed for a carcer
as a deck officer in the regular navy, having served as a 21-year-old
Seekadett on the cruiser Hervha in April 1913, At an unknown date he
transferred to naval aviation and spent time as an observer in a rwo-scater
unit. Around September 1915, Sachsenberg was returned to the Marine
Flugdepot at Johannisthal for a period as an instructor, There, he learned
o fly in his off-duty hours, and later took the Fokker monoplane
conversion course at Mannheim.

Sachsenberg returned to the front as a Fokker Eindecker pilor, and flew
in that capacity in the summer and autumn of 1916. The Marine Feld
Jagdstaffelwas formed on 1 February 1917 (although that designation may
not have gone intw effect until 1 May, and the Roman numeral ‘T’ was
later added). The first enuy in the war diary of the MF] was made on 7




This dramatic action shot features
Ltn z & Gotthard Sachsenberg,
leader of Marine Feld Jasta |,
taking off from Aertrycke airfield.
Sachsenberg's Albatros D Va was
marked with a quartered black and
white band on the fuselage, as well
as additional yellow unit markings
typically found on MFJ aircraft

(A Imrie via HAC/UTIN

Ltm z & Sachsenberyg is seen at
extreme right (facing the cameral),
showing off his D Va to
Marinellugehel Kipitan zur Ses
Kranzblihler. In this view it is
apparent that a marmrow border
ipossibly yellow) was applied to
the black/white quartered fuselage
band. Most Marine Feld Jasta
Albatros fighters also displayed a
figld-applied mottled camouflage
in grean and purple, painted onto
the top and sides of the fuselage
iJ Leckscheid)

February 1917 when Vaflgmstr
Wirtz shot down an RINAS Sopwith.
In the early 1930s Sachsenberg
wrote a brief history of his unit, and
he takes up rhe story (rranslared by
O'Brien Browne);

‘On 1 May 1917, as leader of
the 1. Marine Feld Japdstaffel |
successfully led the new unit, now
equipped with modern Albarros
D III aircraft, to the frontines
before Dixmuiden from the small
field of Aertrycke. The year-long
unsucecesstul activities of my small
unit, equipped with old acroplanes,
had produced within me and my
comrades the will to transform our many experiences into unlimited
successes, as we were now fitted out with new aircrafe. Like birds of prey,
we hurled ourselves upon our opponents, who we could reach for the first
time, given the superior speed of our aircraft. On 1 May 1917, the day the
|Sfﬂﬁ&.{wa5 :I'-IL'I lll'ld{:-d:_ W rl:]_':lu-rttd X K] rl-lﬂ Eﬂtiﬂn i]'l. ':I_l.i‘lfg'ﬂ I;,]'F 1E% thitT t]'l]'t'l'.'
of us had caught and downed four Belgian and English aircraft in bartle.

‘And then we had some hot times. The batde in the Ypres Salient had
hl:,:f:'l'l CorImm I:'F]{.'I:Ll b}' our T:IFPI:,] nent "i'l.'i"l'l grl:al: nunH:]"lL'.'iI .'iLl[]t'lj'l:ITi.l}".
Along with heavy losses thar nearly wiped our the entire Szgffel the voung
Marine Feld Jagdstaffel | had quickly scored some successes (author's note
— from June through November 1917, MF] [ lost eight piloes killed and
three wounded or injured in exchange for 29 vicrories).

“T'his situarion made it easier, in the Summer and Autumn of 1917, to
abtain permission through the Admiral's stall to set up a second Seaffel
which 1 assigned to my old courageous frontline comrade Len (Theodor)
Osterkamp, and which was created from the first one. A short time later,
a third Seaffel was formed out of both of these Stajffeln, these three being
unified inco a_fagdgrappe. In carly 1918 (sic), these units, along with two
additional Seaffeln which had previously been part of the Seefrontstaffeln,
were combined inte the Marine-Jagdperchwader Flandern, which was
entrusted to my leadership as commander (officially, the Marine-

Jagdgeschwader was not formed
untill mid-Ocrober 1918, bur it
seems the Jagdgruppe was acting in
that function early on).’

The first examples of the Albatros
> Va had arrived at MF] [ in
October 1917 as replacements for
some of the unit’s older D III, D'V
and Pfalz D III types, and five 1) Va
aircraft and two D Vs were assigned
to the unit on 3 December. Fifteen
days later Sachsenberg was credited
with downing a ‘Sopwith two-
seater as his eighth vicrory, and the
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44th for the Seaffel His ninth
victory came on 17 March 1918
"r'l-il.'l_l al IHTC':__:I.J :'.'.'1 |:|.|:'|'|-'~'r'|'L'I:| at E.L'T'I-'_Ir':‘\:l:.
which some sources cite as the
Slst Staffel vicrory. He joined the
ranks of the ten-victory Kamamen
on 25 April, and then he shot a
DH 9 from Mo 211 Sqn into the
sea ot Manakerke on 21 May.
Sachsenberg added another Airco
(de Havilland) bomber on 29 May,
I-':::l!.l‘l:l"a'r'l_'l:l |:'|':|-' b 5]3'_1"]} kL1 E _|L[|“.‘ E.ur

his 13th vicrory,

The unit was seill Aying Albatros fighrers at this time, for Flugme Horst
Sawarzki was shor down in D Va 4635/17 on 2 June, and ten days lacer
Lin d R Gerhard Schulze was killed in I Va 7337717, However, that
same day the firse Fokker DD Vs were assigned to the Seaffel, and
gradually the remaining Albarros D Va machines were replaced.

OFFENSIVE PREPARATIONS

During February 1918, there was intense activity behind the German
lines as ]_:u:r-:=|_'|11_r;|,|;i-::-11~c were made For the massive f“;pring O Fensive slated
for March. The war in Russia had been successfully concluded (an
armistice would go into effect on 3 March) and thousands of enthusiastic
ijl'll.fl_ YWoLETan L-::i:'l'l-l'l dann 1:rr_1-:‘.|pl: W e |'I:_']-Eiiﬁl,:l:_| I.';”T I:Illf:'." on fl"l i ll'il.:-'l'l':'i tern |'I|'|:l||:| x
':.-';L'llh- 1. I.LrJ.IJII.rJ.-:II.'JW]E |.||:|L| HEI:I:JL“H[‘JI.:I r'?_: Llc€]dfd | ['l'l.i.'l.";:'li"."l.:' h]{'ﬂl“hlﬂ'.lHl:] Was
necessary to force a military victory before the might of the United States’
|'|'I:|]'|F|'I':l'|."|l'I:,'F a '|'|I:'| i'l'll:‘l[l"iTl'.E.-'ll ST n:llgrh l:]:l'll.]ﬂ.l |:'H_' 'mrrn-'.]l:lr_'i_'d i]l.“:l tl"l':.' Wl
The offensive was slated for 21 March, and would be carried our by
three armies. In the centre, the 2. Armeewould drive coward Péronne. To
the north, the new 17, Arree would Flu.l:h toward H.‘II.J:U.[II]L', while to the
south, the 18. Armer would aim for Ham, on the Somme. The assaulr
front was some 75 kilometres wide from the Scarpe in the north 1o the

{-}]:‘-{: i rl'!f." .'-iﬂl]rl'l. .[1|.'II_' '|'.I].'I!1 !-il'_‘ll_'l:lll_'l'.l ‘I';ZIF 1.|II2 ‘I.lel:l:_'ll.'-i!‘.'l_' Wals li.{Ill'.ll_'-[IiiII'IL'l'.l

A useful rear view of Sachsenberg’s
Albatros D Wa at MFJ . This
perapective illustrates the five-
colour printed camouflage fabric on
the wings and tallplane (J Rhyheul

The land-based fighter units of the
German Mavy flew Albatros fighters
quite late into the summer of 1918,
Ltn d R d MA Lothar Wieland of
Seefrontstalffel | force-landed this
Albatros D Wa 7327/17 after he was
wounded in a fierce combat with six
Camels from Mo 213 Sgm on 30 July
1918, At 1500 hrs that day, Wieland
was eut off from the rest of his
formation by the Camels and hit in
the left ankle by a ricocheting bullet.
He somehow managed to bring the
riddled D Va back to Meuminster
and land, but he would lose his left
leg £ Westerman]




Ernst Udet modified the heraldry of
Jasta 37 after he took command in
November 1917. In addition to the
diagonally striped tailplanes, the
markings now included black struts,
wheel covers and fuselage décor,

& white number on the nose and
white symbols on the fuselage
identified individual machines - the
number was also applied on the
underside of the bottom wing. This
superh line-up of O Va types and
ane D Il at Wynghene, in Flanders,
illustrates these markings. Udat's
D Va, which bore a white chevron
and LO emblem, is at the far end

14 Irrerie wia HAG/LITDY

Operation Michael, but the entire bartle is berter known by the name
selected by Ludendortt himself to honour his supreme warlord —
Karrerschiachi IfF.mprr:Jr':a Bartle).

On the day of the attack, it was planned that the three assaulting armies
should have an allocarion of some 35 Jagdsraffeln, which would increase
to 42 during the barde. One fagdgeschuwader was assigned to each army
(JG I and III had been formed on 2 February). The Germans took
extreme care to conceal the build-up of aerial forces in the three armies
from prving Allied reconnaissance aircratt.

Von Richthofen's JG I would be part of the aerial might assembled in
the 2. Armee, as was fasta 37 at Le Careau. The latter unit, however, would
FIJ,]'[II;_IFI'J,'[E" LI] |,'|-|¢:' DFFﬂl'lEl"ﬁ'{: "Fr'-ll,'l_li__,l'l,l.T iTﬁ a-;:_.nmp]lhhtd l'_'“l]'['ll:Tl.iJ.['lljt'l. E-f]ll.‘ll.
Udet had scored his last Albatros victory on 18 February, when he
brought down a Camel ar Zandvoorde for his 20th confirmed claim.
On 18 March he transferred to fasta 11 in JG 1, and began ﬂj."mg the
agile Fokker Dr [ under von Richthofen's leadership. Uder would go on
to enjoy great success with the Fokker D VIIL surviving the war as
Germany's ranking living ace with 62 victories.

Bavarian [asta 23 was transferred from the 7. Armee to Aniche in the
17. Armee secror for the oftensive, Theodor Rumpel wrote;

‘In Feb rll:ir:-',_,lrﬁ.ff‘e! 23 was transterred to the Engliﬁh Front — sume:hing
for which we had hoped for a long time because the British fighter
hll_'l}"'i WEre i_"l'l[]'ll_l"iiijﬁ[i.l,,-. .'l_'l'll:l EI,'.IGII'[}' ﬁﬂTft]__.IPEr':;- {::'I::rfl-l.. thf_'l.'ﬂ WCrc ..:l.hULll
100 hghrer aeroplanes in the air from either side from a height of
approximately 4000 metres on down to 1000 metres,”

In the pre-dawn darkness of 21 March 1918, Operation Michae!
began, with 10,000 German artillery pieces opening a thunderous fire on
the mist-enshrouded front ar 0445 hrs. Some 1,160,000 shells were fired
in five hours, pounding the British and French lines o a depth of 20
miles. The German stormiroopers went over the top ar about 0940 hrs
and advanced behind a creeping barrage through a murky tog. The same
thick mist that aided the German ground forces kepr German aircraft
grounded in all chree artacking armies until midday. After the weather
cleared a bit, the heavily concentrated Jagdiraffeln achieved air superiority
and protected the army cooperation aireraft on their viral duries.

From his base at Wasquehal, just to the north of the 17. Armee secror,
I}i.E'I_I_i .S-ET.;'i_hif' |I:'I:I SEWCN I:Ir- ]'l.l". Pi]f_]tﬁ [ -'l.';iﬁ-i:'ir i]'l. 1']1.\'_' .l:ln'itfifn. iilid. HJ.[T.CH:I{
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fell victim to the fog of war and
the inexperience of his men. His
diary reads;

‘First day of the offensive south of
the Searpe — terrific barrage on the
English trenches. At the 17. Arnee
frong, six DH 4s artacked us in turn,
bur when we retaliated they dived
away. Our own artillery shot shells
directly in front of us — black smoke.
We could hear the shrapnel whiste.
Four or five Sopwith single-seaters
(red noses, the “anti-Richthofen
squadron”) attacked us. Big dog-
fight during which Uffz Wenn spun
dﬂwn. SUI'.{I'_:I'ETI:]:H'. I ]'l.ﬁ'ﬂl'{l shtmring
right behind me and saw one of our
own machines (Gefr Sielemann) firing at me at very close range. [ took
evasive action, but he fired another burst, whereupon [ spun away and
flew home. My machine (D'V 4594/17) had about 30 hits in dche rail area.
Riddled! Only because | was in a turn, and Siclemann aimed at the
middle, did | escape.”

After landing, S5crihle confronted Sielemann, who sheepishly
apologised. They had been engaged with red-nosed Camels (which
Str.’tl'llri' -'ﬂ'll:.i L]L‘h::r:.: mi.‘jTHI.{':l.'ll}" hﬁ]it"‘!’ﬂi (W] ht ol m}'thir:.'{l :-.1|1.L:3dr[]r]
dedicared ro von Richthofen's demise), and Sielemann somehow mistook
his leader’s red-nosed Albatros D'V for one of the Camels. Striihle let the
green pilot off with a stern rebuke, and Sielemann returned o flying
patrols = only to be shot down and made a PoW six days larer.

In the intense acrial combar that developed in the afternoon of Der Tag,
18 aireralt were credited to the Jasta airmen — most of whom were flying
Albatros or Plalz fighters. The Germans retained control of the air for the
next three days, and claimed 33 machines downed on the 24th, In the 17,
Armee, Theodor Rumpel deseribed his own experience of these hot times;

‘21 March 1918 was the day the Grear German Offensive started, and
we Hew at least four sorties a day. 24 March was unlucky for me. I was
flying in the rear of the squadron, and observed an SE 5 approaching,
Since he was ar quite a distance, |

This remarkable photograph, taken
from above Ernst Udet as he looped
hiz black Albatros D Va, reveals the
underside markings of his fighter,
Udet used his ‘U initial in place of
the numbers which the other Jasta
37T aircraft displayed on their lower
wings. Such markings on the wing
undersides were meant to facilitate
aircraft identification and
confirmation of victory claims by
ground chservers [A Imria)

An OAW-built Albatros D Il of Jasta
57 warms up on Wasquehal airfield,
The Staffelfithrer Paul S5trahle
instituted the Staffel marking of a
light blue vertical tail unit and
fuselage from the cockpit alft.
Strahle did not place a high value on
ornate fuselage insignia for personal
identification, and instead ordered
that each pilot’s machine would be
identified by a differently coloured
NS

cid not think he would open fire,
bur he did and I was hit in che right
shoulder., My arm was broken and
'F]a.ll]’:d ot I:}Fth: I'.'ﬂl'.']'r.Pi.I' ﬂl.'l'l'_:l, ".'-l'I'IETI
diving down, I could feel my right
arm dangling against the fuselage in
the wind behind the cockpit.

“The same buller hir my fuel ranlk,
which was in front of the piloc’s
seat, and | was bathed in fuel and
blood. 1 switched off igniton as I
approached the ground, which was
clouded with artillery fire. I decided




to gamble. | flipped on ignition,
opened throule and pulled back on
the stck with my left hand, and
prayed that the Albatros wouldn't
burst into Hames. When [ started to

level oft, my right arm flew back into
the cockpit, where it remained
motionless and  useless. Muscles
could scill cause my fingers to move,
|:]‘L'|t Iy L"l t_h'n'l.f -'il'lL:I :'I:I-.“ ?lll{]tf rr:n'l:ii nﬂi
dead. Just as I was about o pass out
from loss of blood and fumes from
the leaking fuel, 1 found my airficld
and touched down safely, urilising
the controls with my left hand only.

“When my at:rnpham: came to a halt | was unable to move, and my
mechanics appeared and pulled me our of the cockpir. My old friend
Kissenberth came on the scene with a bortle of Cognac o soothe the pain.
Thus ended my career as a_fagdflicger in the first war. | was operated on
15 times during the next 18 months, and was fortunate to retain my arm,
bur the use was limited because of a completely stiff shoulder.”

(On the same day Rumpel was wounded, Lin d R Rudelf Windisch

took off with much berrer resules. The Saxon ace was now in command of

the new fassa 66. Although the unit was located in the 7. Armee on the
southern flank ufﬂperarinn Michael Windisch stll contributed o the
carnage inflicred on the Allied aerial forces. He reported;

‘On 24 March 1918, | took off at 1335 hrs with Viw (Walter) Schifer
and Offz Sev (Walter) Beyer of my fagdstaffel 66 for a front patrol. North
of Chauny, we were attacked by seven SPADSs and had a dogfight for
abour ten minutes, after which the enemy acroplanes retreated. After
thar, I mera SPAD circling between Chauny and Ablecourt, which | had
had under observation for a long time. Near Manicamp, | caught up
with him and fired ar a distance of 200300 metres, after which my guns
jammed. The enemy flier — a SPAD two-seater — went down slowly in
the direction of Noyon towards the ground and then, near Brerigny,
turn Ed CAVET DI I]'l.t gru L1 m‘] .al'ld h:gan T I:H.]I.'l'l.

Ltn d R Max Gossner flew in Jasta
23b alongside such luminaries as
Otto Kissenberth, Ltn d R Fritz von
Rdth and Thesdor Rumpel. Ltn
Heinrich Seywald's Albatros DV can
be seen in the background, it sported
the usual Jasta tail markings, along
with Seywald's 'S" monogram on a
black-bordered white band. Seywald
would eventually command Jasta
23b and attain six victories, while
Gossner would achieve sight
victories and lead Jasta 77Th umntil
war's end (HAC/UTL

On 24 March 1918, Ltn d R Theodor
Burnpeal was severaly woundead in
the right shoulder and just managed
to make it back to the Jasta 23b
aerodrome. Rumpel is seen here
with his green Albatros D W, which
clearly displays the Staffel marking
on the tail. He survived the war with
five confirmed victories, and served
in the Luftwaffe in World War 2
(HAC/UITDY

‘At 1610 hrs I wok off again with
four aircraft of my Staffel. As we flew
over Chauny at 300 metres, | saw
a squadron of enemy SPADs. We
climbed to 3300 metres to get above
lhe ";'q'l.lﬂ'd oI, “"h Iil:h L'{:lnta.'lm.'{]
abourt 12 to 14 SPADs. The enemy
Hew over Chauny-Tergniers to just
before La Fere, where the other four

aircraft and myself acracked. I began
shooting at the highest SPAD of
the enemy squadron from a short
distance, and he went down in
d CLnnE. Tl_lt 'im]:lﬂcl' Fﬂ"ﬂwtd,
according to Gefr (Erich) Sonneck,

et
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burning on a field. 1 myself could not observe this as | was attacking
another opponent who, afrer abour 200 shots, went down in Hames. It fell
and crashed into a little stand of trees. This was also observed by Getr
Sonneck. The other SPADs had dispersed in the combar, so [ went ateer
another. I could not do anything more though, because I had expended
all my cartridges.

“The day before, | was able to down a Sopwith biplane near Barisio.
Within ten days, | had increased my victory tally from nine o fourteen.’

On 26 March, Windisch and Jasta 66 received congratularions from
Rogenluft for their successes. Three days later Windisch was awarded the
‘Hohenzollern'. In succeeding days, he led his .":i:.{l.j',l":"f'i:u hazardous arracks
on French troops in support of German infantry, The Kemmandeur der
Flreger (Kofd) of the 7. Armee cabled the unit with his praise;

'1 give my full acknowledgment to the fagdseaffe! for intervening in the
ground combat today. The troops are full of praise for their support by
the fliers. The caprured Frenchmen — approximately 900 - have fele che
machine gun attacks to be horrendous.”

After bringing his score to 20, Windisch was recommended for the
Pour le Meérite. On 27 :‘-.-[-_a}', however, he was ﬂ}'ing his brand new Foklker
D VI (OANY 2035/18 when he was shot down just behind the French
lines and was believed to have been taken prisoner. His status unclear to
the German authorities, he was still awarded the "Blue Max™ on 6 June.
However, Windisch never returned, his fate lost in the chaos of the war
and its aftermath.

The stepped-up aerial combat accompanying the offensive allowed
several pilots to claim their first victories in the coming days. Among these
wis a young Badener in fasza 49, Lin d R Hermann Habich. Born in
Baden on 15 August 1895, Habich learned to fly ac 18, obraining his
licence on 17 March 1914, When ca

]

the air service and few wich FFA 47 1o 1915, Habich’'s I.Jll.l.‘-u['.’ll!ll’.lit'lg

ll{";_i | (4] [l‘l-:_" -:_'IZ'IlI'IIIF'-i. ]'I.I'.' l.'I1|.‘t"I".'.'I.J

achievements as a pilot earned him promotion to vizefeldwebel and then
affizier-stellvertreter, and he was awarded the Silver Karl Friedrich
Milicary Merit Medal from his home stare of Baden on 14 Oc tober 1916.

Habich left FFA 47 for a postng to the Eastern Front with FA (A) 215
in March 1917, On 19 July he forced a Russian Nieuport to land behind
its own lines, but received no confirmarion of a victory. By 11 December
Habich had returned to the west,
where he wenrt through fighter train-
ing at a_fastaschule, He arrived art the
newly formed Jasta 49 as a leninan:
der reserve on 8 January 1918, This
unit would be commanded through-
out the war by Lin d R Franz Ray, a
nine-victory pilot from fassa 28.

On 19 March, fasta 49 transterred
from the 6. Armee o take up new
quarters at Bruille, near Abscon, as
part of the ]':uni]-'.i-u]:- of the 17. Arwee
tor Operation Michael, It is believed
thatr the unit became part of

Jagdgruppe 3, which also included

Jasta 49 pilot Ltn d B Hermann
Habich poses with his Albatros O 1
(0AW) 5127/17. This unit was
equipped with several OAW-busilt
D s, and Habich's was rmarked
with a black chequerboard pattern
painted on the varmished plywood
nose, The struts display the lagend
OAW D 3 5127, but the port wheal
cover must have been a
replacement item from another
gircraft, as it is marked as 5729

(P M Grosz)




Jagdstaffeln 14, 20 and 40. Habich
tallied his first victory on 27 March
when he shot down DH 4 A7767
of No 18 Sqn, its crew of 2Lt R B
Smith and 1AM H Sinclair being
taken prisoner. At almost the same
time, Ray shot down an RE 8.
These were the first two opponents
desparched by the Seaffel, contribur-
ing to a total of 25 aircraft claimed

by German aerial forces that day.
Hilbjl:h‘ﬁ "-':iLTIlTlE Cal T {Il;:ﬁ.'l."['_l a4
Bapaume, which had been taken by
the Germans three days before.

Habich then began a long dry
spell, which ended on 2 September
when he downed a Breguer on the French front at Chalons-Suippes. By
that rime he was probably flying a D V11, and he continued to increase his
score until his seventh came on 6 Ocrober, Post-war, Habich remained
active in aviation, and served in the Lufrwaffe in World War 2.

As mentioned, jﬁgﬂ"gﬂ.ﬁﬁfm'm‘?rr'r [, IT and III were all hn'uvil}' invalved
in Operation Michael JG 11 was allocated to the 18. Armee, although it
failed to achieve any victories on the first two days of the offensive. Iis
component Jagdstaffeln 12, 13 and 19 were largely equipped with Fokker
Dir Is by this time, bur Jasta 15 (the pet unit of JG II's indemitable
commander Hptm Berthold) was still flying Albatros and Pfalz biplanes.
As the infantry of the 18. Armee advanced, so did the gesohwader, and it
occupied the old Allied airfield at Balitre, near Rove, on 28 March. That
same day two Albatros pilots in fasea 15 contributed ro the 22 opponents
claimed by the fagdflieper. Len d R Archur Rahn downed a Breguet for his
fourth victory, while his Seaffel comrade Ltn d R Hugo Schifer forced an
RE 8 down behind German lines for the firse of his evenrual tally of 11,

Born in East Prussia on 18 July 1897, Arthur Rahn had started his
fighter pilot carcer as an early member of Jasta 19, On 30 April 1917 he
had parricipated in the destruction of five French balloons by his Swaffel
gaining his first two victories in the process. Rahn added a Caudron on
5 May for his third. In October 1917 he transferred to Justa 18, where he
flew his DV alongside Paul Strihle under Berthold’s stern leadership.
With the other pilots, Rahn made the famous ‘Berthold swap to fata 15
just before the great offensive - he also brought along his Albatros marked
with his white diamond band, and may
tallied his fourch vicrory.

RS b‘-l.‘r.'l] H'n'i.]'l.g TI'liE ".’.-'.I'I_fl'l I'_l{“

During the opening days of
Kaiserschlacht, Jasta 14 was an
element of Jagdgruppe 3, along
with Jasfa 43, One of the better
Jazta 14 pilots was Viw Paul Rothe,
here Hanked by his groundcrew.
His D WVa bore a very dark-painted
fuselage, and a personal marking
of a man-in-the-moon emblem. The
Staffel marking was a harizontal
white/black line from nose to tail,
but hare the black line underneath
the white portion has vanished into
the dark fuselage calour. Rathe
achieved five victories

[courtesy K Zanki

Ltn d B Arthur Rahn flew this
Albatros D V under Berthold's
command in Jasta 18, and
apparently took it with him to
Jagta 15 when Berthold assumed
control of JG II. it was marked in
typical "Berthold colowrs’ of dark
blue fuselage and red nose - the
upper surface of both wings was
apparently dark blue as well. Rahn's
familiar personal emblem of a white
diamond band was painted on the
dark blue portion of the fuselage,
but switched to reversed colours

an the light blue underside of the
fuselage (P M Grosz)

ONDA3E ONY LHIVIHISUISIVN

a1




CHAPTER FOUR

a2

On 29 March 1918 Rahn transferred back to his old Jfasta 19 within
1G 11, where he would add his final owo kills in a Fokker Dr I, He was
wounded on 17 ]ul}' and did not return o action, a1|r]'|c'rug|: Rahn
survived the war and later emigrated to the LISA,

The advance of the German ground forces during Operation Michae!
had spent itself on 28 March, but the aerial conflict over the battleground
continued in its intensity. One typical Amerikaprogramm Jagdstaffel
under the control of the 2. Armee was Bavarian Jasta 76, which made is
presence known on 3 April when its commander, Lin d R Walter Biining,
scored the unit’s firse victory during the Offensive, Bining was credited
with a Camel for his own 1dch kill, which was ]'-'J"l.‘.lhabljr' D1797 trom the
newly-formed BAF's No 54 Sqn — its pilot, 2Le R T Cufte, was unhurr
after he force-landed near 5t Pol.

A schoolmaster’s son from the Grand Duchy of Oldenburg, Bining
had been a medical student in Erlangen, Bavaria, in the spring of 1914.
While attending the university, he joined the 19th Bavarian Infanery
Regiment that was based in the rown, and thus he went off towar with the
Bavarians, and remained closely associated with them throughout the
war. Biining’s courageous actions under a French bombardment on
7 May 1915 earned him Bavaria's Gold Bravery Medal and a promotion
to affizier-stellvertreter,

He won a transfer to aviation as a lewinant der reserve in February of

1916, and joined the Bavarian formation FFA tb on 25 May. There,
Bisning earned his pilot’s badge and further decorations before he was
posted to the new Jasta 19, which was still in the process of forming up. It
was with that unit that he achieved his all-important initial vicrory during
the sixth day of ‘Bloody April’. Béning continued his sterling service,
finally bringing his tally to six on 23 September 1917 when he bagged two
MNieuports from Escadritle N96.

Such achievements meant he was destined for greater things, and the
Bavarians rapped Boning to command che brand new fasa 76b, which
began to form up at Habsheim, in Alsace, in November. Bining
assembled and trained his litele group of eighe pilors, the most promising
of whom was Ltn d R Hans Béhning, a 24-year-old Bavarian from fasea
36 with four recorded victories (the similarity berween Bihning's name
and his commander’s have caused confusion, but they were not relared).

Oklt Hasso von Wedel also flaw in
Jasta 14, but he attained his five
victories later in different units. Von
Wedel's pristine Jasfa 14 Albatros
D Wa sits in a snowy field, The
fuselage was also overpainted in a
solid colour, but it seems a circla

of varnished plywood was left
unpainted to serve as a background
for the pilot's famous Richtrad
personal emblem. The Richtrad was
a medieval execution device that
was used in the von Wedsl family
coat of arms. The wings of this
maching were covered in five-colour
printed camouflage fabric
(HAC/UTIN
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Ltn d R Walter Boning (standing,
fourth from left) and his men of
Jasta 76b pose with an Albatros

D Va, Viw Siegfried Walther is seen
behind the engine with the Staffel
bulldog, and Ltn Wallerth (a visiting
obsarver) has elimbed up on the
port wheel, Standing, from left

to right, are Uffz Diem, Ltn
Bérenfanger, Viw Hittner, Baning,
Ltns Hertrich, Zahlmeister amnd
Schweppech and Viw Karl Hopf,
The Staffel nose m-prhinu; WErR
white and blue, and there were two
wvariations of this nose banding. The
bands sean on the fuselages were
likely blue-bordered white as well
1 W O'Connaor|

Ltn d R Hans Béhning scored one
victory with Bavarian Jasta 78
before moving on to command
Jagta 79b, where he would raise his
tally to 12. The Albatros D Va seen
behind him is probably a Jasta 76b
aeroplane, and the fuselage was
marked in two-colour stripes.
Contrary to previous interpretations,
there was no ‘ace of spades’
emblam on the fuselage, simply the
usual Iron Cross insignia. The fin
was painted a solid calour
[HAC/UTD)

By the time Jasta 76b was transferred to Lidramonr in the 2. Armee
on 18 March, it had artained 11 victories (seven of them h:.' Bining} in
L":{Cl'ln’ll'l!-.’.l'_' for the loss of three ]'.-i|r1[.~; killed. Afrer sccr:illg one of those 11,
Hans Bohning was posted out to take command of Jasea 79b, where he
would hring his score to 17 ﬂ}-‘ing Pfalz and Fokker Flg!uurl:.

Following his Camel victory on 3 April, Boning knocked down another
British fighter on the 1 1th, but it was not a day for celebration in his Staffel
At abour 1825 hrs he dn‘ﬁrm}’fd an 5k 5a northwest of Albert — this was
probably C5445, flown by Capt K Crawford of No 60 Sqn, who was killed.
At abour the same time, Uffz Diem of the fasa forced an RE 8 ro land,
bur tragedy struck simultancously. Two novice pilots of the unit were lost
in five minures. At 1820 hrs Lin d R Richard Emmerich's Albarros D Va
5726/17 went down in Hames after he artacked an RE 8 near Albert. Ar
. 1825 hrs Uffz Gortfried Stemmler's

D Va 724917 was also sent down
burning.

The mixed fortunes of the Saaffef
L'IIIHt.IrIlIL"{]* tor the next seven weeks,

as the unirt lost another ]'.nl|m killed,

rwo wounded and another made a
Pl]."'}.':'!. "l-'i'hill’.' |H|I'|I:|l e "l-'il:[ﬂlf.!r' Was
achieved. On 30 J"'.*LL}'. HE"rrJing bal-
anced accounts when he desparched
Camel D6483 from Mo 3 an ] 1
|.:I :"«"igf:':'i.“ﬂ k|i|fd il:l .J.L'1.i‘|.:l rlj .'l.l'ld :llﬁi_:l
destroyed 1793 from Ne 43 Sqn
over Contalmaison (2Lt P T Bruce
was also killed in action). In addi-
tion, a third Sopwith went down o
"l"rE'l-"a' GE:}TE i!"l-"jﬂri{t"fT. m;lking [i'IEﬁ
the best day ever for the Seaffel.
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This stunning photograph of Lin

d R Walter Béning's D Va is worth
repeating. By the time this shot
was taken, the aircraft had almost
certainly been taken owver by

Viw Karl Hopf, who is seen hara
halancing precariously on the
cockpit sill. Hopd was a Bavarian
native of Wiirzburg, and it is the
crest of that city which appears
beneath the cockpit (no doulbt
added by Hopfl. The Bavarian blug
and white diamond pattern covered
the aft fuselage and vertical tail
surfaces, while the tailplane bore
the Staffel markings of blue and
white stripes

= = B
P, p.ﬂ'ﬁ.ﬂ%-#ﬁv- :i u..'.

However, the next day the Jasta luck turned black. In a fierce scrap with
SE Sas, Baning's left lower leg was hit, shattering the bone. He somehow
m;m.a.gq:d to land his Albatros D Va 5765/17 back at his airfield with his
last strengeh and skill'. In the same fight, Vv Markert was shot down
ar 1815 hrs, falling in Hames at Fricourt. In Boning's absence, the fasta
soldiered on under different leaders, and was still flying the Albarros [} Va
at the end of June.

Bining's lengthy recovery meant he would not return to the front.
While in a hospital in his hometown of Oldenburg, he received the
Duchy’s House and Merit Order. Béning proved to be the only aviation
recipient of that high award.

OPERATION GEORGETTE

The High Command’s actempt to separare the British and French armies
had failed. but further assaults were still planned. On 9 April, the focus
shifted north 1o the 4. and 6. Armee sectors when Operation Georgette
commenced. Also known as the Battle of the Lys, its aims were to launch
the 6. Armeeto caprure Armentiéres and the high point of Monr des Cats,
while the 4. Armee assaulted the French and rook the high ground of
Mt Kemmel. After another tremendous artillery barrage, nine German
divisions artacked at 0845 hrs, again advancing through a thick fog.

At Halluin, on the 4. Armee front, Paul Strihle and his fasea 57 were
able o fly directly over the bactlefield by the time the weather cleared
slightly on 10 April. Strihle’s war diary entry for the 10th reports thar
his Albarros pilots flew over the ‘newly conquered area southwest of
Armentiéres’, and reported ‘enemy machine gun fire as well as quick
firing flak guns. Very exciting flight at low height — one can distinguish
every man, although finding one’s way is very difficult, Many columns on
the la Bassée-Estaires road, and balloons also in dangerous positions. In
frant many troops and cavalry. Wounded being carried. The Lys bridges
had been blown up. A makeshift bridge had been built. Owing to the bad

weather, no enemy ae pial ':'ICEi"r'il'}".:-




On 16 REJr:iL Strihle rn::}mrt::q;]
that during a lengthy patrol his Jasta
made an ‘intermediate |.1|1|:|jng at
British aerodrome ar la Caorgue,
necar Estaires. There, we stll found
much fuel, On the ficld were the
burne remains of abour a dozen
Camels destroyved before the retrear.
La Gorgue was heavily damaged
during the offensive. Behind the
acrodrome we visiced the defences

hurriedly thrown up by the Briish,
It was mainly Portuguese troops in
this arca.” The Camels were from
No 208 Sqn, and unit CO, Maj C
Diraper, had ordered them burnt on
the 9th when they were grounded by fog and the German advance was

imminent. Twenty-four hours later, Strihle was finally able to end his
lengthy drv spell and contribute to a great day for Jasee 57. He was flying
his red-nosed Albatros D 11 (OAW 2385/17 as he led six of his |:|iiur5
aver Armentieres. Strihle :;igiﬂr:{l Hak bursts, and later noted:

T followed them, bur did nort find anything. Near Douliew, [ dropped
below the clouds and spotred some British machines close to the lines.
I hurried over and engaged one of them, which flew into the middle of our
patrol and was shot down by Jensen at Petit des Bois.

‘At about the same moment [ fired at an RE 8 and sent him down
beside the Vieux-Berquin-Strazeele road. Almost immediately my
machine was hit repeatedly, the damage including one gun and the
radiator. [ zoomed and was ar once arcacked by four British single-seaters.
| rerurned cheir fire and the leader wene down in a vertical dive, ]'|_i|:|:ing the
ground five seconds later northeast of Vieux Berquin. The remaining
Camels seemed to have had enough, but they came back and made quire
a scrap out of it. | think my red nose made quite an impression on them,
We all landed on the forward aerodrome ar Bleu, I to have my damaged
radiator repaired.’

Striihle went on to recount how Uffe Meyer shot down another Camel
and Viw Otto Wieprich destroyed an SE 5a which had pursued him into
the clouds. "A good day for once’, wrote Serihle, ‘Five Tommies fewer!”

[n spite of the glamorous notoriery of the Fokker Dr | due to its use
by the elite Jagdgeschuwader, the fact is thar during the massive German
offensives of March and April 1918, most of the burden of acrial fighting
fell on Albatros pilots. The statistics compiled at the end of April are
revealing. No fewer than 928 Albatros [ Va fighters were recorded in the
frontline inventory, as well as 174 Albatros D 1115 and 131 Albatros D WV
machines. In contrast, there were 433 Plalz D 11a ﬁg]u:.'rh and just 171
Fokker Dr Is reported. OF the 1949 fighters in use, fully 47.6 percent
were Albatros [ Va machines — this was the zenith of the type's
deployment in the war. Albarros fighters in roral made up more than
03 percent of all scouts at the front,

In the compilation of fighter aircraft for 30 April 1918, 19 examples of
a new type were first noted — the superb Fokker D VIL Once the Jasta

Staffelfiihrer of Jasta 57 Paul Strahle
(at lett with back to cameral points
cut salient details of his D W 4594/17
to one of his men. The aireraft had,
by this time, been considerably
overpainted in the usual Jasfa 57
light blue, which appeared darker
than the underside blue due to the
original dark undercoat. The red
band around the fuselage aft of the
cockpit was an additional indicator
of the commander's aircraft
(HAC/UTDN
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pilots became acquainted with the D VII, it seemed no other aircraft
would do. The hard-pressed fighter pilots battled on through the failed
Chemin des Dames Ofensive (launched on 27 May), the Bartle of the
Matz berween Monrtdidier and Noyon (9 June) and finally the so-called
Operation Friedensturm (15 July). Throughout these weeks, the number
of Albatros fighters in service was gradually diminishing, giving way to
the Fokker D VL.

Paul Strihle and his Jasta 57 had to wairt for their Fokkers longer than
some other units. On 16 May 1918, Strihle was flying his old D V
4594/17 as he led his Staffel back to base from an uneventtul sorte. He
had first flown this machine on 5 October 1917 in Jfasea 18, and it had
rendered |nng and Faithful service. Serdhle wrote:

‘I was gliding homeward, heading for our airfield. Suddenly, [ realised
fl‘lﬂ[ [I'II:' Moror I'I:ii CUL OLIL. T trit‘d (LW i‘.:lllnf:l '|.|.I':| Il'll'.' ]ill'll.":"ﬂ'iLJI"L'\I in [hf [:Ufk
tank, but it was of no use. All of a sudden the propeller stopped. 1 tried to
[urn an T]-ll: {'mfrgﬁ_"nl;}' [.l]].l'i; ﬂl‘ld [0y FI'I,]l-l'I'l'.l |'.Ir-|:':i.*-iut'i: l||:||:l.:l if il'l an EIT;;J'["I.
to restart the propeller, but withoue success. | was forced o make an
emergency landing withour a large choice of landing area as my Albatros
was only 50 metres above the ground. T flew towards a held filled
with shell craters, trenches, wire barricades, telephone posts and other
obstacles — there was no other choice, as houses were everywhere.

‘Upon landing, | struck the telephone wires and wire entanglements
and I smashed my right wing. At the same time 1 hir a telephone pole
on my left, which I completely chopped down. With a loud crash, my
Albatros landed upside down and my head struck the wop wing, Slowly, 1

crawled our of the aeroplane - very

carefully so that | would not become
CNTan glf."'l.i 'i['l TI'I':' ITIESS 12 I--“"I rl'.':'l-..'

Strihle’s old DV was a complete
write-off, but he came through with
little more than a few bumps on his
head. On 19 May he was back in
action in his D HT{OAW) 2385/17,
.l:hnuring down a DH 9 from No
206 Sgn - his pilots brought down
fhfl',,"lf." TTOIE, i']l:'lWﬂ,"'."L'T: Llll]’i!lg |.J“:'
caombat Strrihle’s D 111 suffered 16
hits, including two in the engine,
He had to glide back home covered
in oil and warter, but landed safely.
Strihle then switched o D Va
7401/17, and scored his final
Albatros victory on 24 June. He
stalked another DH 9 and engaged
it at an altitude of 2500 metres;

‘I artack the English acroplane a
second time, and its nose turns up
and 1 can see rwo pieces breaking
off his wing. Now the machine is
{]i\'i.]'lg di‘rwrl '.irul t|:'|‘|: }]jlf]t ;.:lll'lj

observer are thrown out of the craft.

Paul Strahle’s faithful D W 4594/17
finally met its end after more than
seven months of fromtline flying in
two different Jagdstaffeln. On 16
May 1918 he wrote it off south of
Menin during a forced landing. Note
the barbed wire entanglaments in
the foreground and the Balkenkreuz
insignia on the underside of the
broken wingtip, which was
apparently painted light blue.
Strihle wrote, "It was a complete
crash, but | escaped with only

a fews bumps on my head and
nathing more’




This Albatros D Va of Jasta 17 was
fiowwn by Ltn d R Alfred Fleischar,
wiho marked it with his 'F
monagram and a dark diamond
band. The Staffel marking of a
black{?} rudder and white vertical
tail section was still then in use

The English aircraft subsequently hits the ground approximarely 1.5
kilometres east of Montdidier.’

Striihle finally received a D VII ar the end of July, and went on to score
14 or 15 victories in all. He lived undl 1985, and was a generous and

enthusiastic resource for many historians {including this author).

The long-term use of Albatros machines by Jasta 57 was not unigue.
On 30 June 1918 there were sall 604 Albatros D Va in the frontdine
inventory, as opposed to 407 Fokker D Vs, Even 91 of the old D V and
82 D 1lls remained in service. The [ Va would continue o fight on in
ql:l.'mtil':..'. -::.*i]':r_'-:_'ial]:.' in the less active areas and in ]-u;uw-pri,-:l-[il::..r units, Even
a veteran unit like facea 17 was ﬂ}*irlg the Albatros ID Va in lare June, and
determined pilots could still gain victories with the old machines. Lin d R,
Alfred Fleischer had joined the unit on 30 May, but had yet to score, He
was flying a D Va (which he casually calls a ‘D V') when he chalked up his
first victory on 29 June;

"We were flving seven Albatros [J Vs in the direction of Soissons when
suddenly I observed a SPAD squadron crossing our path ar abour 1000
metres below, To attract the avtendon of my Swaffelfiihrer, as well as my
other comrades, | ﬂpp:ﬂj my w'lr:lgl: and 13:g:m ﬁhcmti:ng phu:i P}mmu:«
ammunition, but no one responded. [ then left the Staffeland, in a dive,
singly attacked the seven SPADs. After firing my first burst, a SPAD went
up almost verncally, and with my second arrack he burst into bright
flames and disappeared into the abyss. The ruckus had atrracted my own
squadron, and, as they approached us, the other SPADs took to flight.’

Fleischer would achieve five more victories while flying a Fokker D VI

The last known frontline inventory was compiled on 31 Augusc 1918,
and there were still 307 D Va aircraft recorded at the frone, along with 52
D Ills and 20 old D V fighrers. However, almost none of the elire

Jagdgeschwader pilots or the successful aces in other Swaffeln were still

ﬂ.}'ing .'ln.lh'nl‘l ros H'I.Hli_":'l.ﬂ'lf!i |:]:|-' t]'l.:it ti.]'['l'l'_'-
Although records for the final two months of the war are fragmentary
at best. ir is certain that some Db Va fighters served right on w the

Armistice. When the orders came to turn over cercain singlt-smttr}s to the

Allies, more than a few weary Albarros machines were among 1
Despite not being as legendary as Fokker's Dr | wriplane or as impressive
as the same manufacrurer’s D VI, the Albatros fighters’ impact on aerial
conflict in the final two years of the war was significant indeed.

1ETL.
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Al of the gt in this section was created by Harry Deampseny,
wihv patienthy weorked with the author toillustrate the
asroplanes, and their colours, a5 accurately as croumsiances
will parmit. The markings portrayed are approxdimatons at
best, and many details are provisianal, and are duly noted

as such. The author cwes @ great debt 1o the research of
such authantios as Alex Iminie, Manfred Thiemayer, Michael
Schmeelke, Ray Rimall and Brung Schméling. The valuable
assistance of Dan-San Abbott, Rick Duiven and Terry Phiflips
is also aporeciatead.

1
Albatras D Il (serial unknown) of Oblt Kurt Student,

Jasta 9, Leffincourt, February 1917

This D1 featured a blackSwhite quartening as the pilot's
parsonal insignia. The phywood-covered fuselage was
probabby metural varnished. The wppar surfaca of the wings
and tailplarefalevator were probably camouflaged in dark olive
graen, a light Brunswick green and reddish or chestnut brown
tor Venatian redl colours. The rudder appears 10 have bean
painted in one of the camouflage colours, possibly the light
grean. The underssdes of the wings and tailplanes wera
pairted light Blue, and this endersurface colour was also
probebly applied to the wheel covers. All metal cowding
nenels and interplane struts were painted i factory himsh
grey of gray-graen. Mud guards were alfxed above the
wheels in sorme of the photographs of this aircraft

2

Slbatros D I (serial unknown] of Ltn d B Wilhelm Leusch,
Jasta 19, Les Mesnil, April 1917

Leusch’s [ |l featured his "L" monogram applied irn the
characteristic style of Jasta 18, Since the rear fuselage of this
maching is not visibla in the photegraph, much of the finish
showen hera remams speculative, The asrcralt bore standard
cebaurs as described for Student’s Albatros, It was fitted with
a woepiece windscreen and a rear-view mirrar mounted in
the centre section. The rudder is provisionally depicted as
dark green, with the Albatros logo appbied. Lewsch achiowed
his first wictory on 12 Meay 1817, and he subsaquenthy added
faur more to his tally. He would also eventually commmand
the Staffelin 1918

=

Albatros D I (seral unknown) of Lin Emil Meinecke,
Ottoman Fllegerabtellung 6, Chanak-Kale, Summer 1917
Meinecke was & German pilet posted to FA 6 in tha
Dardarelles in December 1816, Soonng bas witagl vectosy m
a Fokker E Il en 27 January 1917, he occasionally flew this
Turkish-rrarked O 1, but i1 15 unknown if he achieved any of
hus six canfirmed claims in the type. [t is recorded that thres
0 lls were sent ta the Turkish front in Juby 1917, wheare they

CoLour PLATES

recdiviadd the numbers AK D1 throwgh AK 03 Thasa fumbars
were marked on the top white border of the black fuselage
sauare, but it cannat be discernad which was applied 1 this
gircraft. The fuselage and fin wears aither painted ar stained

a dark cobour — probably reddish-brown = while the fuselage
wnderside was light blue. Wings and tailplane were probably
left in the three-colaur German camauflags

4

Albatros D I 1958716 of Oblt Paul von Osterraht,

Jasta 12, Epinoy, March 1917

Van Ostarroht’s D Il bore a varished ply fuselage and gray
ar grey-grean metal panals, struts and whesl covers, The
parsonal marking was a black and white quartering painted
an the fuselage. The wings and tailplane displayed factory
threg-colour camouflage and light blue undersides,

5

Albatros D I {serial unknown| of Offz Stv Friedrich
Altemeier, Jasta 24, Annelles, Summer 1917

Aftamesar’s parsonal insgned was the thres intertwinad
circlas of the Krupp Amms Works, This was mast likaly applisd
1o the vamished phewood fuselage in black and white. The
fuselage of this sircraft appears guite dark in photagraphs,
and it may have been stained reddish-brown, Howeaver, the
author believes it was a natural-varmishad warm yellow or
leght broswn phywood which photographed as & dark shade on
arthachsomatic fitrm. The nedder was clear-doped fabric, and it
too displayed the Albatros kogo. The wheels ware also dark,
and may have been paintad in the reddish-brown camouflage
colour. The wings and tail bore three-colour camouflage

Small ausiliary bracing struts were fitted at the bases of

the wee-struts

6

Albatros D 11 2041716 of Ltn d R Ernst Hess, Jasta ZBw,
Wasquehal, August 1817

Hess's combat reparts from his fourth victosy thraugh 19 s
fourteanth consistanthy describe this aircralt as having & green
fuselage aft of the cockpit and the Sraffel marking of & yellow
and black stripad talpfana, While no phategraphs of this
maching hawve as vet been uncovered, it i3 provisionally
ikustrated based on photos of other Jasta 28 asroplaneas.

The wangs were probably camauflaged in standard colours,

" |

Albatros D 11l 643/17 of Oblt Robert Greim, Jasta 34b,
Mars la Tour, Summer 1917

Greim's personal marking congisted of a very dark disc on the
fuselage sides and top, This has been interpreted as red due
to Greim's later use of two red fuselege bands as parsonal
rnarksngs, but bfack is also a possibility. Bavanan Jasta 34 had




-

riot el adopted the silver-white fuselage colour that later
identified the Sfaffel and this sircraft othersise displayed
only a factory finish.

8

Albatros D Il 2092716 of Ltn d R Richard Wenzl, Jasta 37,
Mars-sous-Boureq, June 1917

Wenzl previcusly flew 2092016 in a faciony finish
distnguiskad anty by g usual black and white fuselage
band. A1 serme point this same Albatres D 1 (apparently)
weps overpainted with a very distinctive mottled and speckled
camouflage, which extended at least to the top wing uppar
surfaces. The colours that are dapscted in thes arbwork ase
entiraly speculatwe, consisting of a dark gragnish mottle
aver ight Bue.

9

Albatros D Il {serial unknown) of Oblt Eduard Dostler,
Jasta 34, Mars la Tour, circa April 1917

Dostlar's only parsonal marking was a simple white vartical
bard immediately ahead of the fuselage cross. This maching
had a clear-doped rudder displaying the Albatros logo and

a standard finish

10

Albatros D I (serial unknown) of Ltn Joachim von
Bertrab, Jasta 30, Phalempin, Summer 1917

This controversaal D Il mest cenainly had a black fuselage. as
the pilot is canfirrmed as later flying a black DV, The depiction
of the comat emblem on the fuselage side & much more
subjective, and remains an arbitrary interpretation. This D
ariginalty had a central radigtos in the top wing, but it may
hawe had this changed later, as shawm in the planform view
{p.53. The pattern of camoutlage shown on the top wing
ramains spaculative.

11

Albatros D Il 760/17 of Ltn d R Hans Obledénder,
Jazta 30, Phalempin, Summer 1917

This aircraft is tentatively attributed to Oberlander. 1t was
rmarked with & black "0° and chevron on the fusslage.
Otherwise, it displayed the usual firmsh, with swangs and
tailplans upper surfaces Baarng threo-colau Darnted
camouflage.

12

Albatros D Il 2171716 of Ltn d R Josef Veltjens, Jasta 14,
Marchais, March 1917

This depiction is based on two vary distant views, thus details
are provisional. The machine was marked with the white
Irddean arroe’ VellpEns made famous on his later machines,
bt this earky version was apparently somawhat thinner. The
aeroplang displeyved a standard finish, The serial number is
tentatively assigned, &3 it i5 based only on close examination
of Veltjens' distant aircraft in the photographs.

13

Albatros D I 2274/16 of Obit Adolt Ritter von Tutschek,
Jasta 12, Epinoy, May 1917

Vion Tutschek apparently painted glmaost the entire airframe of
his O Il black, probabty including both surfaces of the wings.

The fusslage cross was painted owver, But the crass on the tal
weas backed up by a white Sguare, a5 wire the Crosses on
the underside of the botlorm wing. This ikely applied ta the
Crosses an the 1op wing as weill,

14

Albatroz DV 1117/17 of Ltn d R Johann Janzen, Jasta 23,
Erlon by Marle, Summer 1817

Janzen's DV displayved the black swastika that was the first
unit marking of this Staffel before it becarme a Bavanan
Jasta Otheresise, tha Albatras 2C0ul 3 Thought 1o Reve Dorne
cily a factory finish, including painted camouflages of alive
graen and mavve shades on the upper surfaces of its wings
and tailplane,

15

Albatros D V 115417 of Offz 5tv Max Maller, Jasta 28,
Wasquehal, August 1917

This DV had a clear-varnished fuselage with a white outlined
bldack stdised emblem {a comet?] wraoped around thea
fuselane, The unit marking was a vallow tailplans with e
bleck stripes, and the dark spinner is assumed 1o have
been red. The pilot's "M markings were applied in black
undermaath each bower wing. The pattern of graen and
mauve camoufiage dlustrated in the planfarm artwork of
154N 7 (p.5E) 15 provisianal

16

Albatros DV (serial unknown|} of Ltn d B Theodor
Rumpel, Jasts 23b, Jametz, September 1917

According to Rumpel's caption for the phﬁ-tugrur:-‘h of this
machineg, he destroyed the red crate” in September 1917,
apparantly just after ke had transformed (o Jesre 230, The
wWings appear 1o have been covered in five-colour lozenge
faboc, and the metal cowling panels remained factony tinish
ey ar grey-green. Thers was a rack for flare cartridges on
the starboard cockpit side.,

17

Albatros DV 4594/17 of Ltn d R Paul Stréhle, Jasfa 18,
Houplin, circa November 1917

This long-lived D Vs illustrated as it first appsared in tha
usugl Jfasta 18 ‘Berthold colours' of a red nose and dark blua
fuselage and tail, with the pilot’s parsonal white axe insignia
The undarside of the fuselage was probabdy paintad light
Blue, with five-colour lozengs fabric wings, The undarsida
of both wings may also have béen painted light blue at the
Staffel as well, if Stréhle’s recollections are correct.

18

Albatros D V (serial unknown) of Ltn d R Arthur Rahn,
Jasta 18, Avelin, circa January 1318

Rahn's DV also displayed the unit’s familiar red and blug
colours. Here, the red is provisionally applhied to the
undercamage and swuls as wall, The upper surfaces of both
wANgS were apparently painted dark blug as well. Where the
wihite diamond band exiended onto the light blue undersids
of the fusalage, it reversed to black. This white diamondback
may hawve in fect bean paintad on a black background
between the white borders, but the ilustration shows

the mcest hkaky nterpretation,
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19

Albatros D V 4476/17 of Ltn d R Ernst Udet, Jasta 37,
Phalempin, September 1317

Udet's DV had a varnished phywood-coverad fuselage, with
his usual LO emblarm in white shadow-shaded black letters.
It dsplayved a black spinrer, and the diagonal black and white
1ail stripes that identified Jasta 37, Five-colour Iozenge fabric
covered the wings and rudder, This machine was eventually
fitted with a small susilary bracing strut on the interplans
struts, and a rack of flare cariridges on the right side of the
ikt

20

Albatros D V (serial unknown) of Ltn d R Ernst Udet,
Jasta 37, Wynghene, Autumn 1917

As mentioned in Chapter Thrae, this aircraft might be an
exarnpie of a small batch of silver-finighed 0V fighters, The
entire eeroplane was painted in flat sibver, with black cowling
panels and spinner, and the Jasta 37 blackiehita stripes on
winee! covers and talplans. Black and white leadar's
strepmers were gitached 10 the alewaton,
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Albatros D V {serial unknown| of Ltn d R Theodor
Rumpel, Jasta 23b, Aniche, February/March 1918
Furripel's other Jasta 23b Albatros was painted largely grean
on the fuselage as a reference to his former cavalry regiment.
The SFtaffel marking of & white stripe with black borders was
wrapped around the 1ail section, which desplayed additional
bleck colouring, The wings and tailplans ware covered in
fowe-colour lozenge fakbng
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Albatros D V (serial unknown] of Ltn Heinrich Seywald,
Jagta 23b, Aniche, February 1918

Sevwald's DV had a black "5 outlined in white against

a black-bordered white fuselage band. The rear fuselage
was decorated in the usual Jasta 230 fashion, with a blacks
bordered white band encircling the 1ail assembly. Again,
the wings and tailplans were covered in five-colour fabrg,

23

Albatros DV (serial unknowen] of Ltn d B Viktor
Schobinger, Jasta 12, Roucourt, August 1917

Twea of Schobinger's mostly black DV fighters appear at

the head af the famous line-up photoaraphs of Jaste 12 at
Aoucourt. &s commender, he marked his D s wath a light
Blue “cblorg’ ar cylinder emblam on the fuselage, The wings
of one were painted in green and meuve camouflage, which
is lustrated hera,
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Albatros D Il (DAW) 5127/17 of Ltn d R Hermann Habich,
Jasta 449, Bruille, March 1918

This QaW-bwilt aircraft displayed five-colour fabne on the
wings, tailplane and rudder. It had & black chequerboard
pattarn painted on the clear-varnished fuselage near the nase,
The seral nurmber 5127 appaared on all the struts, but the lef
wiheel Cover was § reéplacemeant itérm, being marked CAWVY 03
5129 The rounded DV stvde rudder and forwand position of
thie fuselage cross were hallmarks of OaW-buitt [ s,
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Albatros D Va of Ltn d R Walter Béning, Jasta 76b,
Habsheim, circa February 1918

This aircraft was first flewen by Béning as CO of the Staffa)
then later flowen by Uffz Kerl Hopt. It was Hopf who added the
coat ot arms ot his native Wiirzburg o the aircraft, so it is not
showen hera. A5 the commander's eircraft of a Bavarian unit,
this machine was emblazoned with the Bavarian crest motif
af & blue and white diarmond pattern. The tailplane was
marked with the Jasia marking of blue and white stripes,

and the nose displayed an extenson of this, The shades of
blus shown in the illustration ere entirely speculative, as is
the pattern of green and meuve camouflage on the upper
wing in the planform artwerk {pG0Y
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Albatros D 11 {DAW] 2380/17 of Ltn d R Heinrich Arntzen,
Jasta 50, Marle-Autremencourt, circa February 1918
Amtzen, 8 former absenser, consistently used & personal
emblerm bassd on the Prussian Observer’s Badge — & red-
outlined blackfwhite quartering. It is belisved the unit marking
of tha broad chevron-style bands on the tailplane was black
ard white. Mote the peculiar O&W rudder crass style, and
the trve-colour lozenge fabric on the rudder and wings.
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Albatros DV [serial unknown) of Lin d R Julius Buckler,
Jasta 17, Wasquehal, late September 1917

One of several D I and D Y fightars flown by Buckler, this
aircraft displayed the pilot’s usual Mops name in white on a
tevo-calour tuselage band. This is assumed ta hawve besan rad
and blue, bt thes rermains prowsional. The Staffel marking at
this timne was & dark tall wait, hang illestrated as black. Tha
wings weere coverad in five-colour carmouflage fabrig
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Albatros DV 440817 of Viw Georg Strasser, Jasta 17,
Aetheuil Ferme, circa December 1917

Al sarme ot the unt marking of tha Jdasta changed to a dark
iack?) rudder, with a white fin and adjpcent fuselags. In this
case, Strasser marked his DY with a red 17) heart on a stylish
wiite display. and the name Ly, The wings seem ta have
been camouflaged in gresn and mauve
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Albatros DV |serial unknown) of Ltn d B Rudolf Windisch,
Jasta 32k, Landreville, September 1917

Windisch's DV owas beautifully decorated with black and
white vertical stripes on the fuselage, and a black nose and
tail. There were teen white six-pointed stars an the upper
wing — sae planfarm on p.59. The specitic camouflage patiemn
ot grearn ard mauve on the upper wing is provisional.
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Albatros DV (serial unknown) of Obfg Kurt Schinfelder,
Jagta T, Aertrycke, early 1918

achinfelder's DV was emblazoned with the black fuselage
and tail of Jastz 7 and his perasonal golden star emiblam,
There are few details to be gleaned from the sole phatograph
ot this aircratt, thus the lozenge fabric wings and the date and
lcation lsted ara pronsianal.
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Albatros D Va 5426/17(7)] of Ltn zur See Gotthard
Sachsenberg, MFJ I, Aertrycke, late Summer/Autumn
1917

Sachsenberg's O Va was identified by a black and white
chequerboard band on the fusalage, which seems to have
had a yellow border. Maval Albatros fighters were additionally
carmouflaged with a green and mawe stippling on the
fuselage sides and top, The nose wes peinted yeliow, as was
iprabsahly) the ridder, while the wings and taflplane retained
their ‘lozenge’ fabric. This aircraft's sermal number is reporied
as bairg 5426017, but this is somewbat problemate as ths
nurmber is not found in the MEJ | records, Howewver, D Va
562417 was recorded as having been on strength, and was
sant to AFF 4 on 23 March 1918, Thus it 5 possible one
source or the ather had e digits erronecusly transposed.
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