ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

e ___]_. Bl 1 ]
H ki . it .
i_"-:__'i | = e
T e ..-__ iy 1 3 =
g :'
= 4 Il:r : I—-IF.u
W M T
L

h, P\ 7 m-ﬂmpugz '
- | 3 %

J ]

i
= == "-: 5T,
o = ,
M ol e ()



TLTLIVOICE

. AllVlutant Chronicles® Pulplicati'ﬂﬁ* Volume CIX, Issue 7

= |

g

L J __._“ = { i i "
i - »
% ISSd | =
CYBERTRONIC: por

Who are the Cybers? b (- L
How does the corp work? __ﬁ__J,
Where do you sign?

e ig
1 |

AL’L-CWBER'I%N




Contents

Editorial. D
Bik Quigley sounds off on the Eybertronic Con-
splracyf

Reader Mail AV RRET L 11 e s i 2
Your chance to sound back!

The Founding Day.. will

By Dan Quigley

follivwing this rag e a while

Knneeww, iy grindfather Do
Chigley founded this last bastion
ol journalistie freedomy over 100 l
yeqrs ago as an independent voice
in our megaearp-dominatoed
media markel AL the thme, 'm
aure, It secmerd ke o good idei
Afler all, every llier major -

H.li those of vou who have been

Whare did Cybertronic come from? Dan gives us
the "official® versian, and a few ideas of his own.
The Three Pillars ..o 10
8y David M. Honigsbarg

Honlgsterg gives us the skinny on how the
Cyber:company actually breaks down,
diagramatically speaking,

Smoke and Mirrors: A Bad Trip to the #ine wis published by nne of the
Other Side of the Mirrormen ......oooves 16 {at the time) Big Four.

By David Crowe Who was gobng (o el LR
Crowe gets all the dope on Cybertronic's secret the AL A LT
warld, wins committing ngainst Bauhans?

Or what really happens in the
IMoughipils om Mars? One of the
imegicorps? Halil 5
They were ton concerned with
thiedr Bbottoms Hine e, o ivs jost

Excellency Through Perfection..........23
By William Spencer-Hale and Michae! 1, Hill

spencer-Hale and Hill argue that cutting-edge
tech is launching us into a new age. Froth,

froth] d Dipl a8 brpe Loday, il nol more =o, IFit's |
'n!.'l ome P ﬂmm:}l'... op e e e hadl news aboul thes. '”H":'.' “,.!'. to
By Anthony Ragan coveril up, and iF1's about some-

What do the ather corps think of their new
neighbor? Ragan takes us on a whirhvind tour
of animosity and envy I the human warlds,

The Cybertronic Way ....cisiiemnes3 7
By Andy Warwick

Young Andy explores how the Cybers run
thelr show—as well a5 who might really be
behird the silicon curtain,

The Face of a Faceless Entity ......... A2
By Shane Lacy Henslay

Tha Shanestér goes after the common
Cyber—and finds himsalf caught in an inter-
carporate plot!

Cynerabveg s s S T .48
By Dik Quigley

Dik datails how ordimary shmoes become
Cybers, Good luck, if that's what you want.
The Voice's Last Call .............. PR L
gy Walter Wilberg

A semior vice-president of Cybertronic laughs
last inour monthly rebuttal caltmn,

Dear Dik:

You're araving lunatic How dare you
impyune [sic] the Cardinal’s word? His
mighty wrath will blast your heretical
soul apart. Youw shall burn in etermal suf-
tering for betraying us humans. Mayhe
you're some kind of Nepharite? Are you
hiding hormsunder your hat? | hate
you, you evil man, and Lwill never buy
another issue of vour fishrag again!
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Editorial

bioelw else, well. can you really trast
then b dell the honest tratl alsoo
heir compedilors? Me neither.

So Gramps hocked everything e
el amd planged headlirst into
fhae svorld of imdependent jeurna-
T, and when 1 was old cnough, |
assumed the mantle. (Apparenily

fruenalistic integrity skips a genera-

[ETHT 1.}

I's medl sy bsimg the person swho

Fuas e bedng yaoun the i, You can
aale e Carelingl all aboot that (il

o halicve i that sort ol thing, and
1 suspect somue ol yaour dled, “The ot

ig cold oo Bord, nothing like those

Lt wou tell yoursell so von can go b
sleep every night. (There's nothing |

cay dler bl i1, Voo it imporiant
eaoghe, 'mpowerhess, 105 mol my
prrokel o

IFvo've a render of the Fofce,
yotve got what it takes o bandie

the truth, Yowee ticed of the self-see-
ving lies the megacorps feed you,
thar asnes Bhat ave never in your best
inleresls, no maller whal somee sl
amizl tell yesc Bemember, Howas e
Fidee thal brsught you the real story
bt thee Drnrk Legiomn, and iy
wiere SIepping up W beke an the one
ol the lengest-standing enigmps on
Lhaes Bslinch: f_:}'llirl'lrrruil_:.

Ilespite Bow Tong this new meza-
curps becn around, few peaple
B o ddamned thimg about it How
i Cyheriromic lecm? What's their
conmection wilh the Dark Legion?
Why tlo they give e Beodheriool
Fibs? Why aree sorme Cybers so mind-
ricernibrimg by dull® Andd what's this
subreality thing sl nbuowt anyway?

U b lwonest seith yons. | don't
lenw the answers o all ol these
fussticsres—ind neither dao my
reporlers. Dot we™ve just starfed our

investigation, ond we've already dis-
covered things that sre going o curl
vl lnenails.

Evien more than thie Dark Leginn,
Cybertronic 5 the greatesl myslery
fes fnee lnnmanity iy, [ this corp
ot Lt Biesst Toogees Lo bt the ek
sanl? O is il an asp corling aronn
cur eallective ankles, waiting For the
!‘iglll mserent fo sink s F||;|iru;||;||;|||5
fanza fnter ps? Showld we weleome
Lhis erealuure koo oo lomees witliosl
koowing e than abaout il thim the
chromed Face i shows? Mol on o bel

beep on vour becs, peaple Thek
Ligzivm o nofy these Cybers are ap
T senethieg, wol just like cvery
osthien e gaeorp, you can pat dewn
your livst Crovvne an the Tiel that they
could bardly have vany beal intee-

[ ERTIR LT R

}I i Editor

Echoes

Wr. Quiglay:

Mr. Hensley's piece on the Great
Resentment was a libelous atrocity,
Hewy dare you publish such rubbish?
Do you think that we will not retali-
gta? My ancestors certainly da not de-
serve 1o have thelr memaries sullied by
the kind af pseude-journalistic hacks
that you employ. | am canceling my
subscription ta your "magazine,” Yau
will be hearing from my barrister,
Sincerely,

Mig=l Kingsfiald

Whoa, Mige!! Thep actually et pou
post fettors from the asylum? Heres a
clve: try writing with something ather
than a crayon next time. {t's a lot easi-
er ta read. Or don't they et psypcho-
paths ke yoursell handle instruments
as sharp a5 a pencill? —Lhk

Dear Dik:

you might have left,
Alexol Valmaonte

Just who do you think you are? What gives the right to publish compre-
mising photos of Miss Barnette and myself? 1 don't know how vou came
up with such fictions, but | applaud the people in your photo retouching
department. These fakes are quite prossibly the best I've ever seen.

It was entiraly improper of you 1o insinuate that anything untoward
was going on between the two of us. | am a happily married man and an
upstanding member of several Bauhaus orders, including the Order of the
Silver Discus, If [ cannot extract 2 public apology from you immediataly, |
am coming dowen te your offices to pummel out of you whatever sense

Yo, Alexei! Our photographer thanks yad for posing so nicely for her
camera. it hard to get such put-and-out incriminating photos these dais
By the way, for those of vou unaware, Alexel here has been divarced by
his wife, disowned by his family and Is now dolng hard time for poblicly
threatening yours truly in print. When vou'e un, 1105 a long way down. At
least hie’ll have a chance ta keep his girlish figure while he spends his days
making big rocks into small ones, —DNk




o he Forty=lifth yere of the veizn of

heis Rald Carilinal, Bofand Dol

SALL, oommew prlianyesr wwas udmitled L
e Setpen sloch excliange an L,
Mol unly was it twe larges! slard-up
COR Y Lo ever s admission b the
stk exchange, it was instantly the
Livrges] compaamy o e exehanse’s
lizl s—perind—registering with a capi-
Bl stoscle of smoree thaene P50 Bllom Car
dimal’s Crowns, s miome wis Cyher-
freenie Invesstment, Ine., o wianme thial
grtiprle wonnld come b konow amd even
fear.

CHL, as il wis then koo, Bad star-
cil oulits ilustelbons fae o power five
vienrs edrlier as o Bauluws subsidiary,
bt by Ehe tinne it vins admitted 10 Sei-
pen, it was almost enlively indepen-
dent, with less tan 6% externnl luold-
ings. Most ol these swere oawned by
Hafinnz Eleetor Houses e even
directly by the Bauliees corporation
ilsell The vast majority of the comjis-
ny ik owned by oosecrel hoaed of
tirertors, only lew of whoom ever
publicly revesled theie identitics,
Humse Lues placed sucl aosust per-
sonalitics ms Bowhies Thike Temamoy
i cven Use BSeshioan Oyverlerd
himaell o this powerlul panel, bt
e Gl b speculstions lipve eieyp
beten canlivmerl.

LD time of CIH's admission o
Seipen, Bacul Manneriicim was the
Clhaivoan ol thes Roard, sod Tom
WaeClasky was e company's man-
aging directoe, While these names
il Ll b rost peaple ai fhe
tirme, they hove sioee become nearly
as fmons as the mperial Sereniy—
aurl just bl s impoctant.

For Tivee yeara, ClH minved slowly
and cuuliously. Despite the charpcter
al is activities (invesling in militey
aupply and high-1ech starf-up compa-
pEes b amed the seceet matoee of ils
boared, i1 was regarded as o low-risk,

The Foundin

Iewvr-pareeliL investimaend, Thiat swonled
sonn change.

On Beplember 3, Y00 THS, Selpen
o moerridly wl B0 AN A s nine
welock press conlesence, Capitol
Chairmian Ben Maxwell annoanced o
e fghlening-up progeam for Venu-
sian scttlements. This news ciagrsed
interest rales o Gl stightly, amd Capi-
tol Banking ond real csliste shires
clirnbred a few incdex points, This wies
all [|Ili||=' normal; :-:t'1=|||ir|'r_','|;l,' ro sort of
frvelbegetbonn ael wlianl was 1o come. Pre-
levevichy Dussinesss was cluracte el by
i slight Tull G tradesg,

Ab rroesry, prengle on the Moor of the
exchange nolice a feverish activily
lakingg plivee in the Booths of the bis-
iran Hotaki Pactmership Brokerage,
Something was delinilely happening,
dnl i wins anly o few minules watil
e weored Tuod vueer seeoss he Moo Like
A TasTy Blosd o i Blactiom cimal

T Warner. o jumior tradee af e
Tivtws Tor Banhaus"s Seglielli Bros,, was
there al the e, =W hen e news hit,
Iwas like nothing Ud ever seen shinee
my ays in the Yenosian Bangers,
The Fear was alimost tangible, 1hink
e 0f Eleelieki's soven jeetually Bad o
Bnegel selback, Dol everyane swis oo

Brunsy Lo poy aueey altevdiom Lo Bedeme, Any-
forwy, e seasnc’t the omly Alishiman o
dhiee oen Lhe FFonmmekingg Dve, 1 Dl
prearly halFof teem eommitled vitoal
suicide. Those thal dicdn't, well, ey
etk lid dis well D™

Tror pespsons anelear Lo his day (The
prsopbe svleo gave fe orders swers Lhe
Fiesl 1o ke thierie oo lives with the

Ceerernonial Blades thal hiang nver

cvery Mishimm broker's desky, Haola-
i skl anll el i1a shaoees in itz Maeim-
ey pesrtlolio, This totaled nearly
F255 ol the city's real ealate valie.

Tha |:||_'j|:'|_' al | |L'J.1'I'|!!|l||:','.'\_ resal eslale,
of courae, plommeted e all-lime
P, et i wvinsL done Falling vel.
Steorthy alter Hotakd graallid el aof
Fleimbeerg, Capitol insuranes fund
hrokers—shaken by the sudiden doep
of Hheir portiolios” villees—>followed
Suit, causing the price to dip onee
agali,

=l wias tatal panie,” suys Warnee.
“Brokers wers scredaming across (he
Movar at thete rommers (oo nearly
eovery amgle, Mo oone could aodersioni
i single word anvone clse was saying
ber thenn, Bud 00 didn®t smatter, Thes
were all saving the same thing: *Sell,
selly sl Andd 50 they did.

UL wenrs a clagsie erash, Welve Dol
Iots of e al Seipeen ove This yers,
Elsually afler i moment, the poanic
stluides, and e Bulls stepoin o buy
all the stulf the bears have beenp sel-
g, Premium stechs can suddenly be
Fiiael il roek-heslbom prices,

I all part of the market's evele, [t
happens, you cul your losses, and you
gee o, D yon’re lueky, you even make
i Few dollars, Bot this was dillerenl,”

The panie wias tolal, Seeminghy ev-
eryone suld everylhing they had in
Bauhans real estate. The closely link-
e Bauluses Banking and investment
shares then followed (he real estate
preicess in their downwned spin. Like o




Editor's Note: The following is reprinted
- entirely from the first issue of The Lunar
Voice. It was written by my grandfather
over 100 years ago, and | thought you
might find it enlightening. It's amazing
how pertinent it seems today.  _n

H Capitol— F_-l

The Winner and the Losers Mishims = EC T

Bauh .
The numbers attached to the monies gained PR s/ i MY I e
and lost during the Founding Day crash do o g s e b
little more than boggle the mind. This graph
shows what happened on that fateful day, =
putting it all into a perspective someaone other e
than a Seipen broker can grasp. /’

Cyvbertronic—
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o =% BT

o alter them faster
 The mighty Huiuhnush ak,
elieved to be the rock lrphh
II|:3= Ditke Electors had built their
l:m..ﬁ.']] p:r'ﬂ il

L. :
nwntmrin!:'fﬂl,mutmte ihr 0
the hogpes nrprl]pjhj.g ip Lhe s
marketof Enuhmm-m]nh:d stocks,
This quadrupling of the
rowing Docates had i
1:l'|"|::.t (Ince news ul'ﬂi:l.y

things; .
“It claimed that lhe‘lpi-.pé;!u f,l-

selling the bonds o calm the r e
tives hacl in ‘-’I-Etnt'ilﬂ 1l e

riol m.'-t hv Her q&rﬂﬂlf-ll_

"-'I.j]'llll'ﬂr'l.[[} shies wasi'L
thast iy, Anyhow, it was)
Ih.[:LE that they could hui-e

i Venus (which takes mlﬁr :
i1 ] Eﬂfiplfﬂd}. umors
haclk at Seipen ran
e began o divest

of Smythe, Smythe, T q

= ﬁhnrpeahulrluwn:l‘nr- =3, 'm‘tumgl,l.'l | Hf

© aRernoon t'i:-.. the index af Biuhis Seipen [s, for 1.{::&;1: readirs n
allnn.s had fallen over &00 pu-lm.s. (i1 auﬂhﬂﬂn

wh;*u 1I1f:-' were lm.1:|r rieed

ling 5% in each of their holdings ral -

B thaen divesting thomselves so -

mitically in a single area. CF cousse,
ey dido’t have the lnxory of hind-

-~ sight ot the Lme.”

J_’L"I'F';ll-l-‘.L Vb else wiold the n‘:-njﬂ-ﬂ: vl Amil 50 e panie continoed wnelats
: ‘_',‘E n I'ﬂ tmention lllb Ihlf ~ e, Onee word of Smvthe, Sy,

Sivythie & Axelthorpe’s move reached
the vars al their olher tradoers, it was
misinterpralod by Bonhans hrokers,

e oo -

Cause to Celebrate

G randpa’s article really warms affect anything on the same scale  hope for the rest of ws, howaever

they could have done the Sar "1:3.' sel-

your heart, doesn't it? | always
appreciate seeing those money-
grubbing megacorporate types
get what they've get coming to
them. If you feel like | do, you're
willlmg to join the Cybers in their
annual Founding Day celebrations,
aure, the "official” parties are
about as much fun as a morticians’
conventian, but those unafficlal
get-togethers that the rest of us
sponsor are guite a blastl

A hundred years latar, the

Cybers are just another brick in
that megacorporate wall, the ocne
the Cardinal tells us was put up to
keep the Dark Legion out. It's the
same ane that keeps'us |n, trap-
ped imour little lives, unable to

as those who run the corps.

But that's awiully depressing
Crap.

Anyhaw, althouah you corpara-
te types might hear atherwise, the
celebrations that the unincorpora-
ted among us hold and attend on
Founding Day are almost enough
tbut not quite) to put the Dunsirn
Days to shame, What reason do
we, the "freelance™ community
have to be happy about Cybertron.
ic's arrival on the megacorporate
scene? Because they took business
&5 usual, as exemplified by the Big
Faur's throtilehald on the system's
economy, and turned it on its ear.
And it the Board (whoever they
are) eauld do that, then there's

small it might be.

LUnlike the corporate-sponsared
halidays, there are no banners or
floats, no parades of brainwashed
teenagers marching along in their
unscratched armor and their unlo-
aded show rifles. None of that for
us schmoes—just kegs of beer and
barbecued bratwurst (or whatever
else you like cooking outside over
an open flamea). What more could
Joe Freelance want? Besides a
decent job and steady paycheck,
of course, fram someone wha
doesn’t want your gonads in
exchange. Barring that unlikely
occurrence; though, we'll take
what we can get.

—Dik Quigley
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il exploded on. e floo

=J,a:q1,thu| plan, and wasn't plenning

» The Founding Day

The rumere that Capitol’s yannied
military-Industdal complex hid been
Hlnh'upt:u in the Bpnhmusrealestate

Wy e wias ||r'2||||'|||l'r'I to Fall oot |
[0t most of e rest of it divectly aftee
the Founding Day debacle, In any
case, I hadn't fergotten Lhe lessans
thie apecial forces Bnd thaght me.

T threw Mr, Dpswich throogh the
© oo to s office; hoping to knock
o i tnconscious, Desplie the fact
thint B parrowly migsed crushing his

ol Beipen hﬂﬂ'mmh;
tukien place. Rumor altessun
went off all evening lung, eacl
l]it'fll‘-rl:lalii'li- {1 SO whind
lad taken years. de -.':-ll'lIH{I FULET )
contaries o boild up, Wien it
iR over dinvs later, nnunr
Was mm;m.i:ml
“Thie nbdie of thete
rignge, ot least it
obsdew, wos when the Capilol-

FIﬂﬂh‘ﬂhﬂ:r ledHl el Illnlﬁ]ﬁﬂ;tru

finor. Up umntil that painl,
the desths thatmight have
nernrred-—and Yun can rest
assured that Hiere sweps mirs
ders as well a5 suicides. Many
brokers have soms kind of =
L F T ﬂn'ﬂitl.'-!l}-ﬂlﬂl-l‘ Pasts,
anrl sy eral of them Know
1o kil with Ui bare hanids
Well, that's justwhat hap-
pemed.

Nysalf, I eaded n'p-lrﬁ‘ril:tt] 1o
ilefenil mnyaelE T my super-
vigor, @ Bandall Boswick. [ wis
i jumior Broker at thetime, and
M. Boswick hod givenime the
ardeér fo gell as nmeh Ehpittﬂ
sock 4% we eould 0 aneffort o
recotp our losses, Wien the
smoke elenred for @mdent, i
betime apparent thal the plun
lad Baeldfired. Sazlielll Bros.
lad Inst nearly a miflion
Crowini (o that one deals

e, Boswlek and | soere tha anly
twio peeople who Knew he b forms

-?-
| ﬁ

seeretary, he got right ek op el
e Al n i, this time witl o
.jmd grnhibesdafl Itm- —

i ﬂ;in;t_lmhlunlt for il When e

ERT I Ei]]l:gh-hb‘qﬁﬂﬁi;i{n iy o plan,
nol ayving anyanedo Supervise me. |
think Idid adl vt Eeaved the com-
pany from some hotrible Toases,
althogh b wis HEstiogio plig a

AP chesEwiund witl o
cotten ball

S Tondine divwm pn thie
foar From my offoe window
when it huppensds I was only
fiftean minotes ol s clo-
alng Bell, and ' alrsady doie
all T could. The anly thine (=11
wais In sl fiek amd silness
thie cirmaee.

“Wihien the shiol fang ol |
revopnised it instintly (o
iy days i combats T be
catirely Doest, 1 kb e
my-desk, Onky when 1 was
pedtarihly e ntiin iaad e
hnatie had e hrveh an MAD

ant the Tooe did TAnally ven-

Fere ol

“There wWore B Sereaimns
combng froon Hie ceiteal plt
For o e, UE eonvl parc
ted, mned theee io Uhe center ol
the trading plt Loy YWillinm
Brownlng: OF enpese, Tdidn'e
recognizse him right away, ps
Tl Tl s kel olTs
nlthomeh [ eontd tell hiewas
Laapliolian by LS e Hel oost
hiis rmpany severnl millions
ol Crowns that day, nnd appn-
rently siw no other way outof
. Ll i bk,

=& the Bloodsas s1ill spil-
limg ot of Tris head the erovwl
atitifenly closed wp azain
They werg actually iradins
over this prn®s Qesd Dok
They continoed ta do 50 kil
th= diy’s Tl Irrtll rinE Ll
them; the coroner's criy

'rr'm‘]du fovon Zel close enough to giee
ihie by,
SThat was delinilely Seipen’s lvvest

il BHLRE history.”

i} _;. S Snmehiy,
b [t e ond toithe
PHE i “Foundiong
ikl isnpmer,
Sl Lt follovwed
o oo mpete jlasli




» The Founding Day

The elhain reaction thet the erash of
the Banhins real estate marckel st
il comtinued into the midolle of the
next diy Before the Thind Direciorate
shnt all teading op ol oo worlds
e Lndil Hhe crisis wils aver,

By then, thoogl, the damage i
ilready been dome, and privale ro-
ding of stocks continmed ootside of
the realms of the various exchanges.
Muore thinn one fovlune wias desiroved
i that pecled. People were ofraid to
will the sireels of the Luna for fear
ol having some psychotically depres-
sed fnnneier fall oo theie bead from a
great heizhi.

Eacli rimor Hiat spread through the
linaneial comumonilty was o doming in
i lomg Hne, &nch caesing yetanother
disaster and @ eorresponding rash of
o mmers in ks wake, Each doming
wils worth hondeeds ol millions of
Crowns. On Founding Doy alone,
averi nliion Crowns changed Lanils,
The trading on the Tollowing days

Dan Quigley

wiere compsiratively light, hut @ stagz-
gering aunount of demege wis doge.
Onee the smoke oally cleared, i
b eleae whil Bad happened,
Thve omes Hhing that no ome bad bar-

Liftle Perspeclive

galned on ds hal whenever yoo sell o
il o matter how paltry o sum
youn mighl get foe it someswhers there
is o huyer, Semebods purclased eyve-
ey thing that was sold on Founding
Dy, anened My ot it all for o somg.

Those of you who paid attention b
vyl eoonoios courses will remem-
Bes it Third Directorabe regulations
absolntely forbid any one cntity Lo
purehnse a laree nomber ol sloeks
Feom any one seller on o single day.
Thiz was orginally designed to make
hastile takeoviers exteemely diilicali.

This rule varely pl'l"l.-q:llll,'l.l‘ it pirtic-
ulaely determined cfford, though, asa
curproralion conld simply nse several
dummy holding corporations o giir-
chase the stocks Tor il While no sing-
e purehinse ywould be eneugl to pee-
mit a takedwver, theldr sim total would
b miore thirny enougl,

This sames principle was applicd on
Founding Dy, although at g much
Inrzer scale. Over a ionndeed dillepenl

ddly enough, the greatest heroas

of the unsanctioned Founding Day
shindigs are the direct descendants of
the people that contribiuted the mast
1o the founding of Cybertronic those
unfortunate fools that bought into all
the rumors and brought Selpen's so
lowe, They pop up ance a year, raising
their noses from their menial jobs just
long emowgh to be tossed up onto the
shoulders of the crowd and fun
around and through the nearest park.

These folks ordinarily have damn

little to celebrate themselves. Drce the
emoke cleared on Founding Day, humn-
dreds of brokers lost their cushy jobs
and were subsequently expelied from
the bosoms of thelr respecthve mega-
corps: Some af them—ithose that
didn't follow through on the idea on
Founding Day—knocked thamsalves
off straight away, but most of them
persavered. A rare few even managed
to sign on with the former rivals whao
had profited most from thelr “mis-
takes." Most, though, foll directly
through the ever-widening cracks and
landed squarely in the crap that flows
in rivers beneath Luna’s sparkling fa-
cade.



» The Founding Day

corporalions—maost holding companies,
many nid=—swenl wp aller the siock
ket crash, Few ollusr corporations
had enaogh ligguid assels at the Hme o
compele for the divt-cheap stooks, As
ilater hecame elear, coch and every
ot of these companies belonged 1o
Cybertronic Investment, Ine.

s nearly impossible (o conesivis,
sl see, that o single porson—oaor £van
i pane] of experts—eould possibly
manage to manipulate the siocl mar-
kets in the manmer thal the evidenee
st eals, There wene literally thn-
sands and thousands of teangnetions
faking place, Mo ope eould beep irack
al Hem all.

“What's more, the niimors that wers
Mying around made rading that day
like switnring the Grand Canal in a
fog bank. Thers was oo svay o Know
whal was real and what was simply
e product of somme overwrought bro-
ker's hyperactve imagination.”

| caught up with one of these de-
scendants of the corporate-damned,
He's a bartender at Unaffiliated,

# seedy dive with a name that most
of its patrons couldn't properly pro-
nounce, much less understand, His
narme's Alan Boston, 4 direct descend-
ant of Randall Boswick, the Saglielli
Bros. broker Tim Warner killed in
self-defense on Founding Day, Appa-
rently Boston's pappy decided that &
change of name might dao something
1o help people forget about his link
to that famously failed broker,

From the looks of the tavern, Alan's
dad hadn't succeeded too well. | bel-
lied up to the bar and Introduced
pryself, AL first, he didn’t want to
talk to me at all, but a few Crowns
under my empty glass loosened his
fongue, | asked him about bis grand-
father,

Alan screwed up his wrinkled
face—the years had not been kind 1o
hirm e, by the cut of his cdothing,
had much else—and spit into a glass
muqg he was polishing. Then he smil-
ad, the skin on his face working
against the frowm lines with which
time had furrowed his face. *| suppase

Bl sehether it wos impossible or
met—andd perhaps & compiny with
Cybertronic's vannted technologicil
expertise might have becn able o pall
it ol1—LCl emerged from thoat day as
the filth and Lest megacorporation;
Cwbertronic.

Il wis weeks loter until all the
Iransactions foone thal day swere fnally
approved. T8 wies ten that all svies
fially reviealed. Cyberronic, through
subgidinrics and helding companies,
hiad bousht nearly 700 of all o ev-
eeything that was "thrown vy ™ al
borilly undervalued prices during
the *Founding Day"

S0 then, having peofited so much
Frommn the erasly, was Cybertronic
sorrtebiowy Befind 00 Dl steatesically
placed Cyberronic moles do wll
Phey could to help the process along,
[esdling theories ol disaster when and
where they would dio the most haem?

“Preposterons,” says Warnor. “Un-
ernivoeally preposterons, Mo grounp of
humin beings could possibly have
coordinated such a vast underalking.
It simply beyond our ken o do more
Hham eenecive of such a plian. Tmple-
menting it would be a logistioal night-
mare worse L oy war humanity
has eyver seen

Perheps they'd hod dorme Kind of
fnhurven help. Was it possibile that the
Drark Legion was behind Cybertronic
aller all? Warner langhed at the sus-
grestiom,

“Don't be silly, my boy. The Dark
Lieglon is nothing but a'myth. Some-
thing to scare children with as vou pul
thiems o aleep. Mok o chimee,™

Dipee the dust settled on the worst
stoch market cragh ever, Gnly one
thing swas entlrely clears there was a
new Kid on the megacorporate biock,
Coybertronic was here 1o stay.

some might be angryat my grandpa,
but | ain't ane of them. Seems point-
less to be mad at a dead man. Pa tells
me he did tha bect he could, Tain't
his fault the market crashed.”

| suggested his ancestor took the
coward’s way out. He glared at me
and then, as calmby as a butcher
sizing up aside of beef, hefted the
same mug he'd been polishing since |
entered the place four beers ago,
With a snarl, he reached out and
grabbed my tie, then smashed the
glass against the edge of the bar and
shioved the razor-sharp remalns
toward my face, Apparently, 'd
touched a nerve.

"Look here, Herr Reporter. If
grandpa hadn’t made some kind of a
try to recleam himeelf—even some-
thing as drastic as killing that Warner
man—he'd have been dead anyhow.
Bauhaus don't shinge to someane
wiha's lost 50 many Ducats]”

| apologized profusely as | pried his
fingers one by one from araund my
tie. The way he flgured it, Warner
had dene the old man a favor. "lna
wiay, he died in battle, you sae—
honorably. "

You could take the boy out of Bau-
haus, | reflected, but you couldn’t
take Bauhaus out of the boy, A full
generation out of the megacorp, and
this fellow still bought into 'the crap
Bauhaus had Indoctrinsted inta his
father & a small boy. The megacorps'
reach is longer than we can usually
PEE.

As I 1o emphasize this point, Bos-
ton waved the glass around some
maore, saying, "Someday we'll make
up for it—rmy family, Dmean. I've got
three brothers and a sister, One of
the boys is in the Free Marines. He'll
make something of himsalf, The
others and me mean 1o get our name
Back, to make Bostwick mean some-
thing good again. If not for us, then
for our kids. We'll make It hack!"

With that, he suddenly seemed to
realize where we were and what he
was doing. He turnad and mumblad
some kind of excuse and went to
gerve a patron at the other end of
the bar, the handle of the shattered
stein still clutched in his fist.

—D0ik Quigley
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Tik any cirpenter or geometreist

what the strongest Kind of sirie.
Pure s, and they 1 el oo one
with three sides. Triangles are the
moal stalhle architecturnl Fop, and
they oflfer an incredible amount of
stability, just a5 can be found ina
tiuree- lege ol stodl.

That poswer can be seen in the cor-
picate struetnre ol CyBeerironie, YWhile
e debale continues bo rage gs to
whethier or not the megacorporation
15 allied with the Back Laglon, it con-
nob e denied thal it is the first such
corporition o $o thoraoshly oiilie
the three-sided steaeture, By iis awn
nomenclatiure, Cybertronic divides
ilsellinto thoee divisions, called pil-
lnrs, Enclof these three pillars con-
talns four smaller departments, fora
fotal of twelve, These departments
e most often colled by their acro-
nyms. 4 mastly meaningless aevies of
lettars Ll forn & bureancritic
alphbel soup,

While what sach acronyim stands
for may nol be easily apparent, the
structure which these departmaents
form s sensible nnd easily under-
stood, Lurking helind these divisions,
though, are the corporation’s fop
minds, people of greal power who
have the uneanmny ability to make all
the right moves at all the vizhi thmes.
These minds lsver over all, commnec-
ting the verdices of e irinngle b
sirygle point; making the fOat diageam
three dimensionsl This creates a
pyramid of power with the Board ot
e dpex of it all, high above the
broad base of thelr power, nearly
untouchnble and dnknowalile b
those helow, Since meelings of the
Baoard are allwoys closed o thi public,
this camparisen is not too Tae ofl of
the mark.




This corparate straeture works for
Cyhertronie, ol i works well. The
wdarmaiion preese e Deloss will
Bupebully give vou something o think
about ol perbaps even change the
way yoau look al Cylberteonie.

The RDM

Each vertex ol the trinngle is impor-
tiunt, as ewch lends suppord o the
othera. Even so, i the Cyherironic
carporale steoctore, the hescarch,
Preyvelopanent wd Manufaeluring
Chivizion, Enown as RO, 15 consid-
et Tleat AIMEHTE |'l:|I.|:_':|:-.--.'|I la=ea1 Ia:r'
e preasplee pnddir ils purviesy,

RO perssesses the finest minds
whivh Cyberteanic can hire, Aceor-
ding to Cxbertromic™s public relations
e partmenl, these mimds Buve arned
Heir genins W the helterment of all
seclety. This is most apparent in the
Gt that Cyberironic i responsible
e thee moal cotling-edge npplied
teehinnboey koo oy,

OF the T divisiens making op the
BUONE, the mmost imprortant is AR,
Atfvicneed Bescarch and Develaop-
pneeil, AL e Desudogueters hensath the
Covhertromic O on Lona, wark peo-
gricsses arouid the cloek ns seientists
hipeik e |!|1:ll.||:l|'| 111 L::'g';llil:lg Ile
s ng inventicns for wihich Cybaer-
triniae is knawvn. S0 amazing are the
titsks wliich go on at ARD that the
Beaddpuaelers aee ko as O, a
o Loy Froom o Gantastic o cre-
aled by an ancient alespinner.

Althengh i1 62 important, AR [sell
a5 s oo ol Tonee reajor areas willsin
the WM, nene of whiceh wwonled Jae
abile Lo exial without the gl of Hhe
atbvers, e cutiomn, Peodloetinng gml
Dastriteotion (EPEY) s responsible for
prabuction. I handles all of the
industesy necesaney for the physiceal
creabiomn of the preodicts Coberironic
ereles Tnoaney ways, heere fore,
PN §s e nmnost foonpaortand depart-
miend of e cntive corportion, e
williomt it nothing waoulil ever ke
U dransilion fraem prodoe) specilic-
Hons to aelual consiimer ganis,

The worl which vesulls in the
mxloonmueling armay ol ey bernetie prod-
nels is done by the Cybernetics Be-
seireh i Doplementation (CRI)
division, whose employees all special-
Cees An vavious oreas ol oy berivalion,
Al ol the evbermictic implants, and the
manufacture of the evberniom which
i5 naed i eonjonction with those

fmplants, ave desigoed by GRS seien-
lisl=,

The specilicalions both for implants
il comawer goods wee b conjone-
Lo svil b el Tevvn ol e ||¢-||.-||-|.
ens, created by the Engincerine.
Piesesloprnent woel Apgsliciation (EDAY
e parvinueet, under whose aegis all of
e engineering e Cybertronic fills.
ELA is nlzo charged with ereating the
necessary bloeprints Tor the pachiione-
ey which goes into the panufaciuring
of L goods Cyhertronie sells,
altiegeh the ultimate respansibilize
For crealing that machinery lies with
FEPEL. Although there is o gomld measo-
rie ol mvaley betwesen the depar-
menls, vk is seen as vital o the eor-
ovribe sleeciuee, veb all ggeee o
witlowt ARLY, whsich provides thie mw
igheas, none of the alher divisions, led
dlome Colbrertroinbe Hgell, soounbi e vio-
I

The AEM

[F IR i 81 amnaelioe thuel oo all
the Cyberteonie gonds were all q0
Fprelbbar with, then the Administra-
liom, Beonomics and Manogement
divizion (AN i= the grease b the
LIEFNIE The AEN i5 the bosines=s prim
ol Cyhertrannic aoud, aof the three pil-
lirs, il is the lnreest, ooy wava, 11
el be said o be e mosl imporeiant,
s it deals swith the resl ol our soecicty,
shich supgorts the corporation By
puarchasing its xoods, 11 is responsible
lor Keepling tabs an all ol Cybestron-
ic's boldiogs aed Keeping e wieels
of Hise megneorparation torning
sippaothly.

As suehy, those who work in this
ivision mst have 1he Eaosy ledee
necessary e Keep such mn orgeniza-
Lo reeoving Moewaed andd e judg-
preet needed o ko mpeetami ansd
dillicolt decisions, This is cspocially
nprparent ob those times thal o Cyher-
Leenthe employes Toes rosiee and
makes effors 1o sell echnology o o
comigeting megacorporation. The
severity of this corporate justice s
such that instances of such irpitorous
Dashiiwionre e Creporiedly) very rare.
By heeping things moving alons
Lelind the seenes, e AEM does o
great deal To creale (he majestic
P which Cybertronic projects Lo
its clicnts and consumers,

The four divisions which make up
the ARN interact with tie ootside
world more than these of any other

prillicr. Licgislistion and Sppleed lostioes
CLAY b the Tegal arm ol Cybeertronie.
This division is responsible for seeing
(hirt the eorperate laws are lollovwed,
ol it metes ol pundsbent o
|"Itl[b||‘l].'l.'-€'.-i i |_1|I|||_|4_.:|'| 1o hiresinly
e o, 10 is thoageht that LA is e
division respansilile For the tragie
necidents whibch seem to Befall thiose
vare nlividuals who leave Cybertro-
nic for atbrer meneorpocations, et
no direct invelvement as ever been
[T e

Eddiseation, Uraining and Publicity
(LT B the division which creales
orriebatisn progeams and addilional
educativnal programs for Cybertronic
employecs. BTE is alsa responsible
B creating the ideas foe all of Cyber
tronie s e ding sinee e Boaed of
D ctors sees advertising as nothing
mere an amclher form of educition.
[ Al samme vedn, E'TE alan hipdles all
af Uy hertmmnic’s proaklin: relutions
ellorls, ineheding e quacterly and
atrnnniel reprets whieln wee 5o eegerly
avciiledd by Inyvestoes,

The day-to-day administralion of
ihes megaeorporation is conteolled by
the Adminialeative Bureaneralic Con-
ol (ARG division. A is responsi-
Bl T mmakinge sure et preodocts aee
senl ol b eansuers inoa tmely
manner, thal orlers and reguisitions
ane preoeessed corpectly aod thit
intermal affaiirs mim smoaothiy, This
divizion is the luegest of the AEM divi-
siomza, thie e e eroremoos ol o
arlminisietive wark thal needs o be
dene,

Secordd In alze to ABC s the Tinan-
clal aren of Cybertronie, kiown as
Finanee and Economic Forecasting
(FEF) Moane of the enployers of
Coybertonie vwold disaw Their salin-
vies, none ol The materials which the
P pillir reguisitions would e poid
Tar, voomee ol the medin Hime worelil Lie
purehasedd wore it nol For s divi-
g Thae FEF i alzo responsible for
minting the Pastres with which all
Cybertromie Henchal teansactions are
comdieel,

The SWI

Seewrity, Warfare and Intelligence

(=0T, the last pillar of Cybecteonie,

Bicith supprorts anil tases e resoirees

of the other pillars, The support is

el 1o thee Ll that meither of the

athier pillars would have the need to

exist werse 11 not for the SYWL Similar- |




» The Three Pillars

Iy, howewer, the SWIwonld nel be
needed were it nok for e existence
of the otHEFRVEE

The SWI pults a great demond oo
the resourees of the cngineers and
selentists Smployed in the RN by
challenging them o come up with
belter Ifuh'!lh'l'r;m-q Fop ey bepisation pnd
mare effident ways of r.'ng:]'nmt'hg-
and prodocing ]erim Iq,‘]‘h_fj,E]n{ls
i ]:|'|]]L'::f=r1.d Iy the needo lugate !J:u-
public a5 Wawhat Cyberininie hus-‘tn
ofTer and also by the administrative
anie] fesgzal u-.:gh_lmm'e!s which ke
spavmed by gdrialn depariments of
the SYVI,

The SV Eﬁ,]";.'ﬁ]“llwih]f' for 'l"!.i:u;-r
tromic’s aﬂr_'urlt;r arveErERin wiiieh
Cybertronie |8 Seen s he king. These
businesses have become the founedi-
licn areas of the megacorporlion’s
strocture, and the cold beanly of the
products ekl and the tasks accom-
plished by this division cannot be
tenmiead. The SWI is. IEI}' e, Ulies muost
yisihle ol the mesacorporation’s divi-
sions. Conversely, the SWEis also the
sk invisible division, foe L s
rosponsible for all of Cyhertronic’s
Intellizence aml security programs,

The imporance of the SWI in the
scheme of Cybertranic operations
canot b understated, Careful re-
search hasshown that the depart-
ments which make up this division
ire behind many of the most sucoess-
[l of todiy's myriad coverl oprera-
tons: Citeens of every planet must be
e aware of the inffuence that
Cybertronie s within their comim-
nities, even within their individoal
houszeholds and places of business.
The technology of the SV s u"“lﬂ:
that off any arm of any oilier mngtlmrr
poration, and its depanients will
stop al mothing o uﬂ:!'j,n. Ihulr gnals,
With all of the Ln:ﬂmn-]npif available o
Cyhertronic, n;nhmly ol Teel en-
tirely sale frofi TJ:I.E-']:I'T'.'mg eyes of this
division, &

Nol every, dﬂ_pﬂrtl‘lh‘u'll of this divi-
sinn, howeser, enllects miumlalmq.q,
The two mosl "i",[ﬁlhli." departments do.
lifhle: [[Lﬁr{: H‘IE.H_ act on the intelli-" L
renee giverl ithem by Uhe wo Iua
noticeable departments, These
depariments, known internally as
Military Conllicl nnd Besolotion
(MCRY and Internal and Extermal
Sacurity (IES—known more publicly

as Cvberourity), do Jitkle o hide their
aclivities, I'or this reason. many assu-
me !J:Lhtthu.' are the only two depart-
mr_-uti wh[nll make up Cyberironic’s
131'!1-].l'ﬂifl‘l1|4l.r. The truth, unfortumnate-
1y, 1548 greil deal more insidious, as
the PEmAning departiments, .i.muh'l]-
cal Proeessing and Hypotheses (APH)
1!11d'lnte|[||:_u:| e Gathering and Golla-
ling (IGC), are the departments
whigheare, Inmany ways, the two
st hmportant divisions of all.

CHAleE Voo visible divisions, the et
ter-hmovwn is the MOR, Cyhertromic's
miflitary arm, Few are the cilizens
whio gy nol hieard reports of the
famed Mirrormen defending Cvber-

i i@ﬁmiﬁ_ﬂllli*l‘t}' Feomn ouiside forees or
Cseemwidens of these brave corporate

soddiers locked in combat sl tios:
wiia wionld do harm to innoeent civil-
fans. The sight of powerfol Attiln
nies or the rare: Bradicators i 0
ring and not easily forzolten, espe-
cially by those on the wrong sicde of
Cybertronio's business plans, The
MCR'S ability to get troops whers
they're needed as quickly as possible
i5 testament nol oy 1o this divisionrs
sRIl Dt alsao 1o the loyally and 'minn-
hilities of the individual troapssss
The department which crgiles the
weapons associated wilbdbe MGR's
elforis is known as 1ESCniside of
Cyberironic, this rJhI.ﬁ];q-ﬁ {5 Known s

Cybercurity, a wpqﬂng]:,:’]ndq,iu_,rldpn| .

subsidliary u1 the mﬁgnm,_rrpum:.mn.
The truth, howeyer, isthat Cyherciri-
Iy is part of the backbone of Gyhers
tronie, perhiaps the most imporiang
depactment of the 3WIL Gybercurity
criples all of the sweapons whicl are
pssnciated with Cybertronic, [rom the
'IEE.'H“EIU series of power swords,
Ihﬁﬂ!ﬂll 1Hie CSBAM Slnnghtermast e,
L Lo l]11:&§l"r"42-l'.ll'l Titan Megahlasier,
Eiven the names of these w EapOns
give chiltdren "r':]ghlllmu,:i.

The forces ol Ej'h[:ruml:. are nsecd
i mmilitary o rIEF].'=-EI:I'IEI]I‘=|.'|]'|. MOH and

ilsn a5 low enforcement officers pro-

e Lo uphalfPGybertronic low

ﬂbﬂ][ costs, On Cyhertronic cor psEaLe
ﬂEI.'_'i"h. Cybercurity cri!l;prém, arriaved in
sorried ranks, are n_ﬂﬂhl urilile those

Apenal any ather mq.:gnt!rrgmrelunn-

Rerell of the trappings of the others'
ancient traditions, Cybercurity is o
muted el of elefn lines amd moedern -
e ey,

Al intelligence and military analy-
sis Malls under the jurisdiction of the
AP Here are Tonnd the Mnest mill-
tary, leenl and huslness minda swhich
Cyberironic can lind or hive Ay
from other megacorporations. These
peaple are chiarged with creating the
plans which rimn the company. s el
as (he actics necessary for protecting
Cybertronic assels, Because Ui coni-
pany wants its employees to leel that
they are parl of a large extended
Fmily, the ability of the company Lo
protect its wworkers {5 of the ntmiost
importance, 4515 the job ol Gnding
potential weak links in the corporate
alruelure,

The APH has oo troops of 115 ow,
o rlh||||_'|' Liw el U ils |'||;||_-|j;|;|g5 with-
ol relyving on the weapons and war-
rinrs of the MCR and TES. This alrie-
tueee, as mandated by the Board of
Ditegiors, ensures that the APH does

Aok senme powerful enough to upset
-ﬁlnﬁ]mmntu' balance, I, for any ren-
caon, the ARH had to he dishanded,
Oy hertraniels fortunes would almost
sy ]:u:qr[ into & tailspin.

The least Known of Cvbertronic's
departmenis s anwn as the 1GC, Its
rrninredinl e [Hﬂﬂth.nE]EiH thiam acul-
ring the intell{ganes 1 Meceszary for
ather :Irqm*lmu-mi i ST arned the
aibigrgaillars, 1o create the hest busi-
ks, legad and Ii]!]ihﬂj’ﬂll‘nﬁf:_h“-:
‘possible. As such, the TG0 =) S by

‘Iﬂdlﬂ-:i'ﬂ-f- Cybertronic as l]lt'.'- lIHl

'*l_l'.l'.lllml"l'.m:ll ol il e tvvekve -

meHls, as without the intelligénce
pathered by this agency, Cvberironic
worttld mod b as powerful as it cur-
renthy is,

The methods used by the 1GC 1o
extract this information are cloaked
I secrecy, A recent undercover op-
eralion condocted by this magazine,
however, has turned up some inlejgo-
ing datin as 1o the methods anod pro-
dircts naed by this depactment in the
furtherance of their endeavors, It is
important to beae b mind thal even
these Andings may be oply the lp of
the iecherg, Conversely, thednformia-
on received might be altogether
false, asitis in the nolure of this
depariment i mislead even tose
veho work for it cxcept for [ndividils
it thie highest levels.

As gs the case will the APH, the [GO
does el have the necessary staff or

=



copuipament to act directiy uponits find-
Ings ar, In most cases, o properly
analyze the data beyvond delermiming
ilitiz of importanoe. There pre meny
Hmes thit all information & turmed
pver b the APH in case something of
seermling insignilieanee s oul Ly

b e important than thaoght.

The 1GCG s methods of attalning
information are myriad, and some of
these methods border on the illegal
Tet hoeanse the APFH contalns so
many op-notch lawyers, mosf every
instanee in which Cvbertronic's infor-
mution gathering pracices are Ques-
Homedd lead the acensers 1o nanght,
Fumors of impropricty ane qusshed
irnmediztely or redirected o the
manths of Enown dissanters anid
lumatics. By doing this, whatever truth
might be found in their rantings are
iismigsed hy the majority of the
(Rl o,

The aforementioned andercover
aperatisn has rmed up evidence of &
Struth o™ which (s more effective
than any similar drog previously
Koy, Those whio aree Tamiliar with
tales ol the “truth sermm” sodlam
pentathol will not be surprised (o
leEwen ol this dirmg, For vears, it has
baen rumored that every Cyhertronic

ernployes B8 inoculated witly drog
Koo s *Briin Grease,” Troe 1o s
ke, Whis drog supposedly elimi-
nitas ateay thoughts aod allows
emplayees o concentrale more fully
upon Uheir tasks,

Covhertronie hos done itdle b dang-
en reparts of this deug in both ol ils
forms, Mark Faod Mk 11 Wht has
heen diseayertd. howover, is anather
variant, knedm within the mespeor-
provation as Mark T aod b those in
Gremin as “Brain Sieve,” Those whio
are given this deog arve sald (o pecelve
“lube jobs” The dryg encourages
their innermist thoughts o simply
slide away from the inhibitors, mental
and pharmacentcel, which those
individiils suspected of carrying
valuable information build areund
their mosl privale tinglits.

Judiciows applications of Mark 111
Brain sieve nob only allow an fndivi-
dual toeegiv'e up Informetion bt alsa,
i certadn clirowmsiances, allow intel-
ligemee gatherers o substitnte false
or corrupted memories in place of
those retrieved. This is done moest
often i the cage of those whoe are
sent b spy upon Cyberivonie. They
return b thede odlees st informa-
ton either lacking in deep snbstanes

o with misleading reporis. Corpor-
Hons who diseover thal their moles
Bave been eompromisedl eannot
puhlicly aocuse Cyhertroanic of any
wwrongdoing, for that would e admis-
o oF infilLmtion.

I =ome individials;, however, the
substitution ol memories has proven
to be quite dangereus and there are
reporls of some who have died feom
receiving overdoses of this powerlil
drog, Againg i1 a8 npossilile for anoeth-
er company e confront Cybertronic
withioul tipping their hand, aod since
these individoals dre supposedly loyal
members of the Cybertronie fumily,
Cybertronic is freo to put whalever
gpin they want to on the details of
thedr death,

Anpother methed Tavored Ty the TG
is the nse of so-called “freelancera™ i
gnther information. These reelaneers
pitas themselves off as former
cmployees of the fim, giving rise to
the diclenm that it is, i Paol, possible e
successiully leave Cybertronie. Our
sairees reporl, however, that thesse
people never lepve the Cyhertomic
umhrella but that they report back 1o
the 1GE Tronm the vantage point of
thesir mesww posikions in new comprinies,
whether those companies are part of
ather megacorporations or not, It is
impertant o remember thal maony
supposedly independent firms helong
to Cwherteanic oozl conyvolated
paths of ownership and phantom bokd-
ing operitions, These companies are
perect covers o (reelansers and
allom them o gatler informition in
reliative saleby,

I'romm time o thime, one or another
fréelancer will go too far, believing
that they are actually free of the
Cybertronie network, Too soon they
fearn that they themselves bave heen
b trayed, ek in e same manner
they planned (o betray their employ-
er. Investigation of accldent reports
b leel s i comelude that the major-
ity ol accidents which befall such
individuals are, in (Ack, execntlons
staged by order of the Libea depar-
menl The messnge is wsaally Tond
Enough o dompen the enthusiasm of
others who might feel the pall of
another corporstion's infuenee.

One may wonder how Cybertronic
is ahlc to Eeep tebs on all thele soure-
ea Alter all, thers are o many elinn-
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nels ol information sliel e FGE
taps bt padel iforminls, foeelan-
cers, caplibred spiss, moeles in other
corperations. There are also ropiris
ol Cyhbertronic hecoming aware of
ptrm.-'. ardd activities in areons where no
Cyberronic employes has cver ven-
tured,

Thibs Iswhere the Mouser, or Citi-
nator, comes i, Many ol the stray
cats wwhich populate Luna are nivl
quite what they appedr to be, The
researoh department arm ol Gyber-
[romie s been abile Woereats an
ineredibily realistic sobotie feline
which 5 abile to dnsinate itsell in
many places tal humans ean nol oo,
Furthermmore, siuch robots are alie Lo
ensily Beep taha on those in thie cor-
poration’s employ, Sometimes ey
are given be suspected or Known sples
a5 pets The unknowing spy is, in
turn, spled upon by his frendly Gumnil-
biar, 10 i5 possible thal even smaller
aritnals hisve been created by thie
erpimeers and eyvbecization wizaris of
the RO, bub reparts ol robatic rals
chnnol b provien one way or another.
I ooever, such cyber-rals exist, one
can be certnin of thele origlin, ms mno
othepmesacorporalion has this skills

Alphabet
aoup

t's bean said that it's impos-

sible to keep track of Cyber-
tronic's deépartments without
8 storecard. True enough, 50
here you are, courtesy of the
Lunar Valce, Thase of yau
who can't read real well
might be zble to recognize
the divisional symbols ot
least—theyv're plastered all
aver everything Cybertronic,
right on down to their toilet
paper—so wa'ye Included
those here as well.

nectssnry 1o produce socly o
prodoets

VEhat does this mean 1o
thes ardinary, lw=abiding
cilizen of Luna or amy of he
olher cities where Cyhérliia-
ni¢ does business? The level
olinfiltration that the corpo-
ritinon may have, even in ha
highest levels ol the other
MEENerps, 15 slugrering, 1T
whal hias heen reported is
trie, there 15 nohody wlio
gan claim with tmpunity 1o
liee [resis off Cyherlronie’s sur-
virillamee: Thase swho fesl
themaelves o Be oo unim-
portant, oo lew=-1eyvel, wo
ignorant may he moling
themselves. Cyhertronic
ITLLSE trever e crnderestin-

L, Their influenee is high-

reaching and pervasive. has their wweakness, Cyhertronle's

Shovt ol attempling 1o slay every SYWI department 15 skilled al paying
atray datin the city, there is oo way o phat prics, finding that weakness,
steem the efficiency of SWI's operal-— bringing people over to the Gyber-
inns, Even were this possihle; thers tronic way of thinking. As prool of this,
ire fnr oo many other avenues thal all one needs 1o do ds ook back on the
Gy hertronic uaes lo gain informnkien formation of the eorporalion, an over-
lo suceessiully plug all of the holes. night operation which took the other
Everyhady has thelr price; everyong megatorporations totally by surprise
Pillar or Division Acronym Symbol
Research, Development and Manufacturing RDM -

Advanced Research and Development ARD

Execution, Production and Distribution EPD

Cybernetics Research and Implementation  CRI
Engineering, Development and Application EDA
Administration, Economics and Management AEM

RIEHRD B PER OS>

Legislation and Applied lustice LAJ
Education, Training and Publicity ETP
Administrative Bureaucratic Control ABC
Finance and Economic Forecasting FEF
Security. Warfare and Intelligence SV
Military Conflict and Resolution MCR
Internal and External Security |ES
Analytical Processing and Hypotheses APH
Intelligence Gathering and Collating G

I
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and which incurred the suspicion of
the Brotherbooed from the very begin-
RENE,

It shomld be painfully obwions to sll
tlsat, s long as Cybertronic continues
Lo e relatively hendzmw, all s well, IF

hasvever, the Brotherhood §s vight, if
Cvbertronic s contealled by, o in alli-
anee with, the Dack Legion, it may
anly e a matler of time hefoee all of
the wondrous inventions anil powerfil
weapans are lrned against the rest of

us We must be wary of such a thing.
Lintil such time as this alllance can be
proven, however, Cvberironic person-
nel will continge Lo provide the rest of
s with the finesl quality prodocts
which money can by,

What’s In a Name?

ctually, nat a whale

let when it comes to
Cybertronic. Cybers tend
i e their divisional and
even sub-divisional initials
ke they actually mean
something. Put blunthy,
this is laughable, 5o let's
iranslate some of this
megacorporate gobbledy-
gook far you,

RDM

don’t call them that ta
thelr faces—given that
they still have one,

EDA Thisstands for

Every Deﬁgn £om-
plishedF ‘qgruﬂ:ullh
these e 3ild it

AEM

Unhip as they are, these

ARD These guys are the
ARDest working people in
afworl

the hu me-
times t r osts
so much thatthey price
themselves right out of
Joe Luna's ranoge, Then

ARD stands for A Retailing
Disaster.

EPD ':'h.es.e ja
all 1h ertr
that 1.'I'|

can affordST ey mak
Excruciatingly Pritey I:hE
vices that cater to Every
Fozer's Deslre.

!.‘ akE

CRI If there were things
that man was not meant

tokn f.'_HIl:r!.
knu-'n- n:has-
seuut AF] 8055

ot are knl:awn on thE
street a5 CHI babies, but

Enown internally as Attar-
neys, EERRBmissand
Managﬂ: B Brother-
hood c-i'.:ed fers to this

pillar as All Evil il Mansters,
Somehdty Bath seem

SYTIONY Mo,

LAJ To those on the

wrang end of this division,

the acronym®s for Lawyers
Are Jerks: 1f 1,|:'|. y're on
your sidest uhgh'h it
means Laws Arg Jokes.
The LA.!_@!turnE}ri can
twist ]dsr1 .ﬂmu any law
they gEHhElr tnmputerl-
Zed hands on into what
they want it to mean;
Haow da you think they
get the corp out of so
many scrapes?

ETP According 1o the
Bratherhood, this is Evil's
Total Propaganda, but the
rest of us Know them from
their aWaydWining ads.
These ghus that haye
spend a loPaT LmE with
the lower echelons of
Cybertronic’s work pool
know the [etters really
stand for Educating Tiny

Pinheads—&oth inside the
company and out,

ABC s0unds simple,
right? The first three [et-
ters of the alphabet—ey-
eryone from toddlers on
up Enow them by heart.
Ironic that they represent
the mest eomplex bureau-
Eracy knq_wn 1o date. De-
spite this, theyire razor
sharp. Even so, Getting
someth Irlg; thmﬁh ABC
from the ouEide is like
asking to borrow a Neph-
arite’s horn to pick your
teeth with, It just ain’t
gonna happen—and if It
does, you're probably not
gonna get what you were
hoping far.

FEF Everyone knows
that Cybertronic cwns tril-
lions of Emwn worth of

BLsin thraugh
dummy Eofpa tlnns and
holding tofmpanies, After
all, that’ I'[nu'.':-ﬂ'u qo

thelr start. For that rea-
son, the FEFers are known
as Forgers of Economic
Fictions.

SWi

This plllar is referred to as
Social Weliares, H%k
hecaum‘%Huy "take care”
of an ngg‘ the
nther nliar ave.

Sure, it's twmed but
these days, what isn't?

MCR this should mean,
*Dan't mess wit it the
any case,
their ilk
nat
having angsense of humor
at all. If you've encounte-
red these people on & bat-
tiefield, you know thay're
hasthy Chromed Robots—

and deadiy.a ‘p?l:m-u

IES This s E)rﬂtl'l;_unt_'lr
Enough EEId.ﬁ 'J

h_ﬂ.‘_.l- 4
APH The?:are the peo-
ple that flgure out what
all the other megacorps
are actua]l':,r .

usueally ineiider:
spiracy theor e ar
scale, sometime:
the Cardinal

Cybertronic 58 8 it's A Per-
fect Histony. Ar:cmdlng to
the Brotherhood, what
APH comes up with are All
Products of Heresy.

IGC intelligance Gathe-
ring and Collating. Sounds
really innocuous, doesn't
it? Most peopls have
never E@%] hea’;ﬂ of it,
and that'sthe way Cyber-

tramic s, er all,
weould you M3 &
public a most

successtul intelligence
cperation since Imperial’s
I5CT Try Intercorporate
Gobbledygook Central
instead,

—Dik Quiglay
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I"n: been asked to goide the readers

of The Lunae Foalee through whiat

many consider o be one of the main

reasons for Gybertmonic’s unbelisv-
ilble corporite success: [s subjective
reality, or subreality, system. Mow
miany of Cyberironic operations and
advancos are cnigmas wrapped in
puezzles Inslde mysteries, and such
secrecy extends o heir subreality
systen o faet, Pro not swee wive [
learned what 1 did.

It all stavted a Tesw weeks hack
whien [ learned thal an wp-and-
corming television manulacluring
company. Grommet Electronles, had
just heen bought out by Cybertronic, |
thought I'd hove a chanee to get a
sround-floor view of how the Cybers
change an oulfit when they move i, 1
sppocped around, made seme ricnds
o the stafll [ didn't furn o anything
unusnil—new posters on the walls
extolling the virtues of Cyberironis
ianiel s e,

One guy [ hied been pulling o lot of
mformation out of over roonda of
Colonel Drougan's Preminm kol let
slip an interesting bit of information
ahbont & new hi-tech system that the
new bosses had just installed it

wionald let peaple go inside a computer

and talk to each other.

This pigued my interesl The oply
thing | know aboul computers {espe-
cially the one that sends me oy ot
hills each month) is thal they aren’i
el more thin glorificd adding

The Author

machines. Doing studl like traveling
insicle i computer only happens in
cheap science-fiction books, 1s this
vy Cvbertronic has such o hig edge?
I leavned thit the Cybers eall this
serfup "Eubjective Reality,” At the
timmee, | didn't Know why.

Theeen st Tesy dhinys Bater, my sodree,
Lares, elamumed wp, Complotely. He
worldn't talk to e abont anyihing
bl the Cybertropie company ling, He
didn’l seem to e pfraid or under ony
Kind of pressure . .. just happy. At
leaist as happy as when he was thres
sheets W e wind, Mol wanling lo
give up on the stery (since my last
rent check hounced), [ hung arounid

the Cergmmmet plunt aroond goitting
Pivrne el teied to get something, any-
Lhing aboul subreenlity froo e wage
slaves departing for the doy, 1 kept ap
the pressaee: making phone calls,

Vi |'i|i|3||'__1 letbers 1o e wnions, even
peeking through svindows, The
newly-converted Cyheriranic employ-
ek Darely nobiced | was there.

Tt soamcanc obviously did,

Thaot evening, as [ was trying 1o
fpnare a “Capitol Critkers” nature
documentary on e TV while writing
up what Tew ficts 1 had, a kneck
came al the door, Or rather, through
the door, One of the 2-meter-tall sie
riricd goons thst Cybertronic seems o
cmplay in droves smashed his way
into my apartent Cillivinns B oy
threats, vells and the Bl 1 seashed a
telephone receiver over his wrisl, he
puilled a bag over my head aod haul-
] e dlosvn the sEaies lilse a sack of
polikines,

From there 1 was lossed into the
hack of a car. And not o new car, jud-
ging frorm the smells that penetratel
the sack, Alter aboul a hall hoor of
driving someswhere thal involved a lot
of lurns, | wos again umeeremonions-
Iy pulled dovn a fight of staivs. Coly
this timee 1 was dragged by my ankles.
[ commted 23 steps bouncing ofl my
skull, The I losl ol

The next thing 1 knew, the sack was
pulled off moy head and T lound mysell
inan ekivndy il Dasement, The main
pitee of lormiture seemed e be o

e

-, T




cast-iron psyvehintrist’s couely with o
fige helmet at the headl, The other
orcupant of the rosm, & leo-average
foaking mon with i leather jacket and
a Cybertromic PURO0 said boeomy bhulky
caplor “Steap i dosw, Shack, Pl
sendl him oo thie grand tour” Even
theueh this coneh setup seemed e
avariant ol the electrie chair upoal
Iker's Mountain, | didn’t think this
wits e end of the line forme. Afler
R allia bullet in the back of the head
il a dive Intoa o ne shall isa ol
ess complicated. Unless someone at
stiertronie hos o torture fetish.
- Even sn, as [was strapped dowi
o the oiyielding couch aod o o

A0-pound Belmel with ne eye holes
placed on my head, Tithooght T might
ber wrong, Wheon I'heard someane [ip
i kil switeh, and then electricily
went through the helrmet and straight
into oy shkall, T yeas pretky saee | wiis
Wrong,

[ omee stuck my lnger inoa lght
sochel asa Kid It felt like every pore
i oy sKinwas teving o jump awasy
o every lher pore, This was like
that, bt s hundeed times warse, 1
Dlaeked ot
Then things ol welrds | sias st -

ing gritl on'il, Behind me was 8 hnge

circle of hlack stone standing upright,

ing o i pladn with somes soel of glow-

like o gatesway or portal, CHher see-
tndngly huge portals dotbed what pas-
set] for landscape. Moat were marked
with the insiznia fors megaeorp and
i plamet o asteroid,

I'iricd o move hack through the
portal I had apparently come through
and wis about g8 successiul as trying
o walk throvgh a brick wall. IE s,
however, maore painful than hitting a
brich wenll:

Lacking any other options, 1 started
wilking toward one of the ather por-
tials. I gob miwhers (s Twilkad Tor
howrs, The éntranee portal recedod
into thie distanes quickly, but none of
the others gol ooy Goser 1 thoushl
thatwhoever tossed me in here (whier-
ever “hers™ wias) could have al least
sl o map or samething aleng. Jisl
hen, the “or something! appeared in
the form of 4 Cybertronie spokesper-
so01, Yo kaowy, the lkind that deny
sverylhing at press conlerences, He
viis completely average looking,
almost Loo mnch so, He was WeAring
thes sl Cybertronic suit and the
tsual detachod demennor HEs name
Ling pedid Jofin,

He agked me whint Twanted. T snid
Lo gt el of here" “That's not an
aption yet,™ he replicd coldly,

Well, can | get somewhers 2"

W here ™

1 don’t know. anywhere, There," |
said pedntiing to the Lims gate, “And
how about getting there o little frst-

(<] |

With that, oo Autocaliappeanred
nexl o me,

S youn ever think sehat i would
b dike o tale a teip dn o computer?™
he asked.

=Mol really, Is thot why 'm here?"

Yo' Fonel aenit, * bee maladl Just won-
derful, Tthought. Hie's josl as esasive
as any other Cyber drono.

“Whetn can D leave?”

“When we've made our point,” Wilh
that he clammed ug again.

The nearest gote seemed b be mar
Koed “Luna,” so 1 told the cab be siop
there. | gol oul and stepped towards
thee portal. Through it [ could 586 an
acrial view ol the eity. [ glanced over
iy sluslder and saow that the cab and
Jobu i faded into thin pir.

Huolding my breath, I stepped
through the portal—and into thin air.
The image in the poral was exactly
whiere | appeared, As | started to
plunge tovenrsl the zeound, T devoutly
wished fo e dn o plane,




» Smoke and Mirrors?

A il an L F [ 1 I foned I'|I_'..'=.F'|f ITIRALTE
bk seal of an learas jet Gehter. |
seemmed Lo have some conteol over
selial wwis godng o, Pediaps this was
it gleeam after all. O maybe adrg:
indfuesed hallucination. OF sarme ran-
dam thought impulses lashing in i
clyinng breadn. Well, that was a depres-
?'i“E litie ol thorgllt, | teded to live o
the mament,

Leaning forwaerl, 1 saw that the
|:||L|:|t wik e ol the Brotherhiood's
Archangel fightler jocks. His Tace was
tatalks hiddan by his helmet and ocy-
gen orash. “YWhere are we going, 2™ 1
ashed, “Whierever the Cardingl wills
it hee replicd, Terrilic, Ask a siupid
question. . ..

Sl 1k o b ooy thee mroomd,” 1 saiid.
Freferably before you star preaching
af e, b i’ other fo i,

BeroTME T5

“Yery well, i that is your wish,”

With thrat, the pilot pulled the ejector
seal levier o 1 foond aeysell inomid-ale
memin, ough this timee 1 b the hene-
fit ool o parachute. Deespite my otler
il of Kavonwled e about prrachoting,
o el Lo steser ey deéscent to the
sirect with a minimon of Tuss,

The strects were Straingely cmply,
As in Scompletely empty.” o onde
arommd at all. 1 figared 1 should pay o
vigit to the Cybertronic Tower, |
ol fem i Some answers gt
sl [owvins stoek i, O al least some
dirt on the Cyhors in general,

I rmed srowml and smw thal an
Auntocaby lad pppenred when | winsn'|
looking, Hrromn, 1 eould symmmon
an Anfocuk just by thinking of one,
then why not something a e more
alylish? Suee enmagh, thie cabomoe-

phied into a Banger Phantom sireteh
litnas, | foweeiel Jobi sitting Iothe
driver’s sedl,

I wenndlered i T eoold doe anyihing
abont hia lonks. Tarns oot that 1
cold. T oo mvsell being chundTer-
el by Capitol™s fop movie star, Lebis
Maverick, in a ralher minimalistic
chauflene's outfit

1 this wins a diedm, it was tiondng
ot to he eonsiderably more entertiin.
imn than mmy naual enes aloul losing
mny Lo ey at the lapndromat.

“Whiere tof asked the very blomnd
ehin

“Cybertronic Tower" [ replied,

=k Vil sipes

=0f eovrse, Why wouldn's T he?
Exeept for thie fact that [ might have
heen being electrocuted by Cyberren-
ic gouns thst very mlnute, of course.




Just ms there was o pedestirian
traffie, there was o toal lanek of rars
on 1he streels, so | mode good time in
gelling tey the HOY, “Why a0’ thers
iy teadTie

The delightful Lebia replied, “Spe-

- cfal arrangements have been made
S lor you.”

Jzab oul ab the curky of the huge
Cabertronie building. The limo amnd
driver baoth vanished as soon as [ gol
nut, and 1swwas mel v another vpical
Cyheriromic exec whe was also
aarmetd ok,

“Would you mind explalning whi
inthe name of the Cardinal is going
oi ere? | demanded. JTohn flinched
aseennd al e mention ol the Cardi-
nal, but sliekly covered it by saving,
“I'ro Brere 1o give vou the grand oo,
Fm sure vl Tind nmothing sinister or
ovil here al Cybertronic."

Fram there, Jolm toek e on a thor-
angly, and thoreughly dull, tour of the
143, Boom after pooim of Cylbertionie
cmplovees recruited o all the
megacarps working logethier in per-
fect lnerrnaony, Dozens of nssembily
arcis where workers efficiently
azaembled Cyhertronic's sophistice-
fed pracdoets, Coneerned managers
cliarling e best eowrse Tor thedr swhb-
ardinates o Follaww, In shorl, a Blistan)
alteinpl t sTaey Cyberionie as absol-
wiely harmliess, A typical propagzands
whilewash,

This vwent om for howres, Bul il see-
medd like days, Po ralher have a half-
lesen roet conals then go through
thad nzain,

Every soooften, ' ey fo go through
A deor wilhe an interesting sigon like
Flesearch and Development,” o
Mecrolorm cadaver test sile” Mol
oy were all sich doors Jeched, but
even loolking ton hared ot one ot John
belling me how there was “absolitely
nothing interesting in there” Trying
En ferce the door imade Johin take an
e proportion of one of Cyherironic's
tradormirk 200-14 1 sooms, just like
the one who =inviled™ me bere, | only
irfed that onee,

Then Jobn took me woa rosm the
sl ol severnl rollechall rinks laid

- end-to-end where some Cyberironie

 forees were irpining for Carctel opera-
Abons against the Dark Legion or
something. The images of the opposi-
than were Blurred, hul strange

crcuzly oot b be mistalen for -
Ehsimg Banili by hoeecm hands,

Biw theis innae, Johin was eneased in
e hieavy and heavily chiromed ammor
Lieat anly Cyherironie secms o know
fow o meake. & suit appeared arogl
e vs well, bt Jahn assured e that
iwwas fust for shoow amd that T eouldn't
veslly b hoet Iere, OF course nel, |
thought, Why bother when they coulid
hivve pomped me Tull ol el back in
thet hasement? Wherever it wis.

These exervises seemed o be lives
e pricctices against deanes miml for-
tiltcations swhich were also wsing live
i S ey were eye apening.
Thie Cybertronic Cuoirassiers amnd
Chasseurs wee at least e eoual of the
Capitel Free Marines or the Imperial
Bl Bty

Whirt miele the higzesl |I|'||||'v|,=:»::~_-i11||
o mme (and on the lrgets aon e
practice Geld) wis Cybertronic's pen-
chant o some very low-tech ideas on
close in lghting, Potting laege bliadles
on the front of thele hover vehicles.
fire 1'!'.:'||'|'|||l|'. Yo elon’L oflen 2ee 5-
ervetese Ll otk et fueeed into
sialinni in secomds. Seems o work
wwell, though. Flope 1 don’t Ting myseld
bre fhe soome sandwich gfier all this is
Liircrungcie.

Paring the cowese of the battle,
several of the Cvbier ireraprers were it
by heavy weaponry, This only sesmel
by Bhesm, Omee 1 eanghl g
slimpse ol a gleaming inelal where
part ol @ troopers skull had been shod
ofl- Just like in real life, Cybertanic
prov el fo hee elose-ligped aboo whin
was gobie om with e,

Let's Get Subreal

Percentage of Luna Citizens whao:

MLty b i tog jaded, Dt even
speing glearming, high-tech el
kmighis valiantly Baltle vile crealures
of darkness can gel slow after the fivs)
erenn e ol hoers, ©Loskosd aeotnd For
an exil, amd as i on e, ooe appea-
rend. | stepped Urongh it and Fooend
pinysell back on the welnd, poral-do-
tescl plain.

The next nearest portal seemed Lo
b mmacloedd withy both Luna s the
cross of the Brotherhood. & guick trip
um i slick Cybertronte lghter plane
oo 1 Towndd myvsell standing in frant
of i [ Figvred Uit 1 might a8 well spe
whiast wins g with the old Sherill of
Luma and walken thraugh.

Unlike st timee, 1 found myself at
grond level on the other side of the
prorlal, standing in front of (he First
Cathedral. Talano Found mysclf stand-
g mexl to Cierdival Dominie himself.
Thee st grimm and unpleasant i
itk e Solar System demsnded of e
“What bhusiness do yoo have here?
Have you come o repent?

Sinee my curren! siluation resem-
bicd a bad deeam ar g bad trip, [ de-
ielel B skips thee homility roote. “luosi
Bierves to clisek out the sceenery.”

Hes hanghtily replied “0nly fools
anch mudmen teifle with lorees they do
mod vl eesdanl!™

“ITH Gk Chiant ecbrmee,” Wy not?
Wit wis the worst thing e conled
cho? Wil me?

Witk that, | strosde thraoagh the
hoge, ernately carved doors, Tnlike
thees Tew other Hmes [ had been bere,
the place was completely deseried
and silent as o tomb, As 1T walked

Have Heard of Subreality:
Know What Subreality Is:
Have Been Subreal:
Cybers:
Everyone alse:

This poll has a margin of errar of £3%.

Yes Mo Undecided
89% 5% 6%
43%  29% 28%
03% 795 _—

3% 96 % 1%




» Smoke and Mirrors?

BEEETWE 95

theangh the empty hall, the only
sonmdls were of my fonolsteps echolng
and of Daminie motleclng to himsell
about the fate ol U danmed.

I mowved toweards the doors behind
the altor, fgneing thist wovtbing ke
eating would Be behind them, As T gol
closer, [ noliced something moving in
iz shadows, The closer | ot to the
doors, the more of e I eounted.
They wisre all dressed in black, The
only thing 1 eonld make aot was the
swords they were unsheathing, Thi
wis all Tmeeded 1o sed,

Only the Brotherhood's nasty and
nnknown Martificalor aszassing ciarmi-
ol slighitly blades lke those, Dream
e anat, [l i desice to be subject 1o
the begendary ruthlessness of the
Muortificators. eath is one thiing, il
these guys Werse supposed o be abile

Lov ek i o [ ways thad tools Bim
thiiee days odie. [ ones saw o corpse
that was supposeidly the work of the
Mortficaters. Thal thought was
enoigly [0 convines me.

1 stivrtead 1o Bick off a5 qoickiy as 1
could while mainteining some dignl-
ty. Then 1 forgol about dignity and
cleared oul as Tzt as my fecet would
carry mie, closely pursned by the Car-
dinal's calls for me to repent, As | col
bapsed on e sipirs outsice, T ioand
mevsell relating to Cybertronic's less-
than-warm relations with the Brot-
beerlumodd.

I theen meticed that going thromgh
thie fromt deor of the Cathedeal Tl
Pt e liack {1 the r_'l'i|| pliL||I‘. | .a.pl:ll!-
ted several gales clastered together,
all mvarked with Mars and a differcnt
insignia. The largest Capital omne vwiis

presumably Tor Capilol's eapital, San
Dorado. I had alvweys wanted to visil
Stn Doead o, aoiel 10 Il toc be aaler
Lhinm Hneing down Mortificalors, even
thongh spme polls have shown the
averange Capliol citlzen s ol lepst as
leavily armed as a Maortilicator,

I ol foomd thist my assortment of
sicles hod started 1o taper off. One
only appeared when [ needed 1o know
somnething, MNow thal | was starding 1o
ool the hang traveling arooand whore-
ver D was, 1 ebdn't Seam to needd i -
stanl eompanion. Sol that [ mindesd
Lhei omes Lthit svere easy on the eyes,
ke Bs. Maverick.

O the other side of the gate, T wias
enpgulled by the hustle of San Dovado,
Chaile a change from nearly every-
where else being deserted. Were they
reducing the voltage on that helme?




» Smolce and Mirrors?

All such thoughts were driven from
e whien D ooticed Lebin Maverick
stimling atb e corby next o e
Mook Phantom. This time, she was in
e Father tight police oniform from
e lost filen, Anti-Miutans Polfce, Pers
ps Tabondd Tave coneentrated on
whial was going on a little more, bul

ey, I'm only human.

§ Fiook the srand tour of the cire:

The Statue of Freedom, the Presiden-
il Filivces, the Arch of Victory. Tl
 Laebia steer elear of the local Cathe-

‘deal thonieh,

[alag ol i good look ol one of the
other things 5an Dorado was fonoms
foes violent celme: According Lo e
v radlio, o number of lnbor lerrorists
hinel geabbeed o high ranking Capitol
exee just ns he got oul ol his prvale
chopper. [ wias determingd (o geb
Betler ook, Alver all, iFthis was really
hnppeningg and T wils wilnegssing i
sumehow, 0 wonld make & grest
story. Callous® Aavbe, Dl guy’s
gatli eal, 11 ] swevive whiatéver 'm
gaing througzh,

My limo suddendy becume o Black-
hiwk attaek helicopter piloted by o
grim-faced Alphn Foree: soldhier. I was
just like the chopper closing oo e
bnlictbengs Wik Bl Dosbiogges situlion
wis laking place in. The other Alpha
Force chopper was forced haek by
Giatling gun e, hot oot helore i
drapped & dozen roops wilh rocket
picks,

All twelve of them managed to drop
i anear perlect cirele aronnd the
grounded chopper the terrovists and
their bostage wers in: The Alpla
team snlper managed (o pielk ol the
feadler of the group, Then the Alpha
L0 gave somie sort of speech extolling
truth, justice wnd the Capltolian way.

[thought that shiT never worked oul-
i thie movies, but the five surviving
terrorists cime oub with their hands
. The hostage geatefully thanled
His Fresciiers.

This was like the plot to o had
setton maovle, Perhaps | was ieeam-
Ing after all, althomgh Fd like e think
iy subeonscions had more cliass thian
s,

;‘.__'_fl Agured that since [ was alrhorne, |
; lght as well check ot the rest of
I-- Idida’l think that a helicopler
S laadl e fuoel o travel as far as Souel-

ern Mura, bt bE aeemmed toodo jos
fne. Go figore, Sinee he Blockhowk
1= i veery slealthy helicopler, no one
secmed to take notiee as lew over a
three way fight between Mishima,
Bauhaus and Imperial.

The ground was Hitered with shiot-
tered tanks, aiveeafl and bodies, This
gord of thing has becn going on for
dlecades, ifnol centuries. YWhit a
wasle. [Edidn't even look like there
was anything wortli fighling for on
the parched soil anymore. 105 in
timmes like this thal 'oglad T nob a
VAT correspandenl,

Mars was supposed 1o be named
aller o forgotien god of war. Ths
name sHILhos some signilicanee, as 1
Mew over yel anotlier private war, the
fieldds whers Capitel was in a ma)og

dusk-up with Imperial near Lawrence,

Several platoans ol Gap's Deserd Fox
tanks were trying (o Dank the slower
L Bullies As o result of their sre-
ter maneaverahility, the Foxes wers
gaining the upper aod aotil ey

were straled by a Dighl of Mighthawh

ﬁghlu*rﬂmmlmm Even ey someliow
miszed apolting e chopper | was
observing frem, Thal sortof thing just
doesn't hagpen in raal e,

since | was nearhy anc might have
motlhing lel o fose, I ihooght Ud get a
Ioak at the supposed Dack Légion
Citadel towering into the air nearhy,
by pilod spoelie up dor the st Hme,
saying, “Are von sure you want to do
that"

Sinee this whiole situation rrighil
have heen gome kind of charnde by
Cy bertronnie, T Agured Dmight @5 well
spitin their eve hy not galng along
with whatever dgenda (hey wanted
fon mee,

You hear a lob aboul the Dark Legi-
on when '.'|1.lt*1'.|rl|: in the jaruss, BOETIE
ol it is Brotherhood propaganda or
the ravings of lnnatics and paranolds.
The rest Isn't that reliable. Sll, 1
conld tell nothing huoman ad buaili
the twisted strueture rising from thie
groumls Sanrrounding il for miles in
every divection were milnefields,
gl lowers, acres of barhod wire

A Typical Home Subreal Rig

SimBoy deluxe helmet {included
head-tracking semsors)

subreal environment)

[anly top af the line will da)

else to pay for all their toys,

SimBoy helmet (provides 3-D visual
and stereo audic output) 3,000 Crowns

5,000 Crovwns

SimBoy gloves (allows interaction with
1,500 Crovwns

Cybertronic Megamachine computer

22,000 Crovwns

25 vou can see, a full subreal system can
set you back over 30,000 Crowns, OF
COUrsE, once You get your rig sel up, you
still need interface software, and this
can set vou back another 1,000-20,000
Crowns, depending on how goad it is
and what it allows you to do. This is out
of the range of most working stiffs, and
50 (outside of Cybertronic) it remains
onky in the domain of high-ranking <or-
parate-types and gung-ho college stu-
dents, both of whom can get someone




» Smoke and Mirrors?

anned o mndtitude of other static de-
fenses. My chopper breesed through
the forest of anti-airerall guns as if
they weren™l there, As usnal,

Mavhe | had overreacted when [ ran
into the Morificators back in the Catli-
edral. Whatever | was going through,
il it seeim o hive any real eonse-
gueences, Wy should 1 ke afeadcl of
anything right now? Computer projec-
Haon or deedm, whal was happening to
e noy conlin't possibly have any
Bearing an reality.

S0 1 had the pilot put down right at a
fve-linndred-Too-tall gate. Looking
s Lwvarils thie spive; the bhade o the
back of my neck stood up, Nothing
o coulel Tiave uilt this place, 1t
huart iy eves even to look at it And
any spaot I eoneentrated on seemed Lo
writhe and twist.

The gate had been 1elt open e erock,
so bsqueesed on through. The door
wils 50 colod i starcted to burn oy skin
whers the metal came inlo contael

witly il Maybe this wasn't such a good
itden alter all.

Nosooner had that thought crossed
iy ki, the afar door closed op with
f crenlk that wis worse than nails on a
Ilnckboard. nside. it was black,
blacker than an abandoned Lonar
mnine ahalt mnd eolder than the soid.
Having no place to go but ahead, | set
ol

Then | notice my guide was gone, |
thisght real hard abouat hoving a
Drogrnlrooprer next to me. Mo dice,

1 was really starting to sweal, Whil
if this wasn't a hoax or a drsam?
Maybe | peally shouldn't have been
messing nround with things Tdidn't
understani.

Then sumething grabbed me ancd
lilbed e odT the groord. Way off, 1 el
its hot hreath on my face and neacly
capeel,

Whintever the thing was, it threw me
over ils shoulders like o pro wrestler,
Spikes on s shoulders and Bead ool

A Typical Cybertronic Rig

Subreal implants {subdermal
implants wiring your brain for sub-
reality) not for sala

LinkCouch (the other half of the

fink equation, hard-wired to Cyber-

tronic’s computer network) =
not for sale

The other way to get subreal is to
pony up your brain and sign on
with Cybertronic. Of course, you
can't just apply for a job at the nea-
risst retail outlet. If you're what
they want, they'll come looking for
WOAL.

The big benefit of the Cyber rig
over the homebrew is that you get
the full subreal experience. This is
mare like being there instead of
hearing about it second-hand
through your mostly deaf grand-
maother. 5till; unless you're absolu-
tely sure Cybertronic's on the up
and up about everything real and
subreal, the price might be mare
than just a little oo high,

ok oy stomach. D thopght it hurt,
Then it started 1o pull, trying Lo tear
et in hidis

Then a wall blew up. Dim gkt potr-
e thrntgh the hole along witl o
mumber ol Cyberronic treops in shin-
ing chrome armor. The one o the
lead shouted *Here, Kneecapl®

Wity that, one of the big ones open-
edl up with a mechine gun. The strenm
of hullets cut into the Dark thing's
legs, and it fell over. I went along for
Blgs vidde Bt avoided being tnspalecd oo
ot 0f ks horos by an ineh or b

Not badly hurt, the creatuee pulled
itsedl up o and wnlimbsered o hoge,
Pwisted guo, 1 then let loose o hail of
el &t the Mirrormer,

One of them had souck around 1o
e rear ol the ereature amd thres me
aver fis shoulder in o fireman’s carey.
| was getting rather tred of heing
ireated lke baggage, bl under the
circumstaness, | decided nol o ecom-
pliain.

The leader stated, *Objective se-
cure, Fall back.” As the Mimormen
glimrtes] Boowithadriow while still hosing
dlowm e ereatuee with gunfive, dark-
netas el fed ne.

I wale up on the cast-iron couch 1
hind beren steopped to 5o long ago. |
was haek wwhere | atarted, The room
was emply and e elmet was gone, 1
polled off tie couch and Gre shot
through my gub | polled upomy shiel
and Tond @ six-lnch gash striighi
Acrnas my abdomen,

I lpoked ol my watch, which despite
mi heing rom Baubaos, mamaged b
Eeep on tHeking despite the licking 1
fined taken on the way there, [ had
Been Ygone™ for less than an hour,
even though it seemed like over o day.

Pimanaged i gel back toomy apan-
gl where [ spent the last lew hooes
swriling this up. The facts alout wiat
Cybertronic can do are out. Finding
some trathin then is updo you,

elon™t understand exactly swhiat
happenod. But maybe that was the
polnt Cybertronic wis brving 1o mke: |
thiat [ shiould stop messing around _
with things ['don't understanl. |




inee the davn ol Hime, hornani by,
"ii_eapllf_' our gternal quest Tor knoiv-

Helpeand oure unguenchable thiest
g survive, s been foreed Lo kneel

bitfore the elements of nature, physi-

cal dimage and pain and fatizus. For
all ol o advancements, we are e
more thinn meat For millenming we
aecepted our fate, elling ourscives
Ihat these trinls and tribulations only
mdle us sironger, thal dversity was
the key to wisdom. Yel, these strug-
gles dind hardships Browght us to
aliere woe o sland, ol a bime whicrs
wi can ascend frorm the trappings of
mseee Mesh and heegme something
T,

Throughoul e ages, we creatively
Smnde oo lives easicr Yve forged
weapons 1o slay our foes more swiftly
ﬁml chisanby, We crafted ways to trans-
- porl ourselves more quickhy 1o/ our
destinations, whether that destination
Cmnsanoiler Gy, contnent or even pli-
L net, Wie hinrnessed the power of elec-

tricity Lo supply us svith cnergy anod
~rudin waves to commumnlcate with.
W Rried fo makie natuee betler than it
s, loreing it Lo sulonil b o will,
Cniiile overlooking the conter of onr
siripele: purselves, Even as we sirove

Excellency Through Perfection

By William Spencer-Hale and Michael J. Hill

by ke onr lives casicr, we mrely
thought tomeke ourselves stronger.

Mever, thatis, untilnow.

Wee, ng o rice, are looking af Inst Lo
our frail and pitiful selves, Techno-
by lins meoswn almnst Lo the polnt of
hmanity itsell, Machines think,
redact, Aeht, work and serve, It wos
only & makter of time before we ased
the Enowledge that we fought so hord
for over the centuries o fuse human
aned machine into one living entity,

That Hme t5 oo, Instead of

attemmpting (o better e lekle ways of

pokure, we are nos on the verge of
pedecting ourselves throngh techno-
liney, By ilolng so0, we achieye a state
of excellency previously undreanmed
ofy We hive become greater Uhiamn
nature: more excellenl than the
whimsical, capriclons hitch that Ble-
Uheed ws mmd Lelt us Lo gtrogele alone
arud Fraill She will noww Bow boons,

Exvellency through perfection s an
ideal, & vy ol thinking. A way of
crifting the body and mind to be
atronger than 188 environment.

Aand Cyvbhertronio is leading the way
Tor this techne-homan cevalution,

Built to be the Best

Through the creative genius of the
Cvbertronic Corporaltion, i means has
been developed o make we humans
fur more than the clay (the Cardinal
tells s Teom which wie were crilted,
Iis engineers have created o fusion of
humanity and oor toals, our macki-
nes. This is the next step in our évo-
Tution,

Thie Cybertranic medical cnginecrs,
Hke the woman known only s Doctor
Diana, lave loally managed bo
implant miniaturized mackhines into
human hodies, This has beon dene
before by other megacorporations,
but with limited success, The greal
Cybertronic breakibroungh wis o dis-
cover o way o implant these devices
withe Hitle o no chance of sejection.,

Thers are many expmples of the
typoof cybernetics available for
implantation, although sanie are
prpore anrrniinge and uselol o others,
some are little more than reploce-
ment organs, whilz others el
shape the human anlmal foa greater
degree, making us Gsber, slronger,
srmarter and more daralile,

his Is a truly amazing piece of

technology that sets Cybertronic
apart. Basically, a portion of the us-
ar's brain is replaced by an on-board
computer that governs the autono-
mas functions of the body, inclu-
ding respiration and heartbeat. The
compu-brain does not tire like its
fleshy counterpart and, combiped
with Cybertronic's required personal
exercise regime, can add years to
the user's lite, forcing death to step
aside—at [east for a while. Alse, the
compa-brain can convey special sen-
sory abilities upon the user, making
you far superior to your more fleshy
EOLfErparts,

The Compu-Brain

With one af these hooked in, you
enjoy deeper and sharper percep-
fions. You can discern shadows and
silhoueties and use sound waves to
see In darkness, giving yau an

alley or a simply a more useful tool
for your Cybertroniz superions to call
LIpo.

advantage in almost any tacti-
cal situation. Youw can even
detect stress l2vels In the vol-
ces and heart rates, and you
can using this information as a
sort of lie detector.

This puts you squarehy an
top in all situations, These abi-
lities, coupled with the natural
cunning located in your still-
fleshy higher brain, can make

A you anightmare in a dark




yhertrenic’s advances in making

poweerful things smaller has led ta
some incredible breakthroughs in
the cptical department, When it
comes {0 eyes, no corporation is as
far-seeing as the pecple at the HG,

The Eye Marguee This snazzy litt-
le mod menitors the current state
and function of any cn-

board systems fwheather
implantad by Cybertronic
or Mother Nature) and puts
this infarmation up on the
inside of your eye. This is
right where no ane alse
could passibly see it, but
you just can't miss i€, no

matter hiows hard yous try. [t
comes in full 3-0 and in any one of
ten designer colors,

The Eyes Have It

The Red Eye
The latest thing in the cptical arenais
the aksility to see into the infrared spec-
trum—through your eyelids? With this
installed, you can actually pick up heat
pattems like those created by warm
badies, You can detect body shapes
through B inches of drywall and even
track footprints up to five minuses old.

One of the best benefits is that vou
don't nead to opan your ayes to use this
implant, which can be useful when
feignirg uncorstiousnes or simple
sleep, Infact, you have ta keep them
shut. The inner layer of the eyelid is coa-
ted with the material that picks up the
heat waves, and a computer chip im-
planted in on the bridge of your nosue
relays the information to your eyes,
which imterpret this wild new input fior
your brain.

The Cat's Eye This nifty gadget
was designed with outdoor opera-
tlons in mind, While the red eve ic
useful for picking up heat patterns
and the like, the cat’s eye peears into
the ultravialet spectrum. The coun-
terpart to the UV sensors is a UV pro-

jector located in the hack
of the eye, This provides
unlimited clarity and
depth perception in all
lighting conditlans, even
total derkness. The UV
flashlight portion of the
system is partially visible,
making your eyes seem ta

glow im the dark, just like the felines
the package is named after. This tell-
tale can be a prablem in some situa-
tiens, but the benefits usually out-
wirigh any potential drawihacks,

Body Building

Building a batter body has

alweays been ane of Cyber-
tronic’s most successful RED

areas, for reasons that should be
obvious, Their new line af implants
and modifications completely domi-

mates the market, just as thair original
praducts did. Since Cybartranic steadfastly
professes to prefer organic ever purely machine
replacement and enhancement, they have several
mathads which fit into their decign ethic.

Getting Boned A Bonejob modification takes the
Cybertronic organic replacement athic to the extre-
mea. Hather than strengthen or anhance bone structu-
res with metal and micromotars, Cybertrenic opted
for reverse enginearing. By removing 10-20% of the
length of your long bones and reattaching your mus-
cles to the shorter bong structures, they can baost

your strength up to 40%.

The average Bonejab knock two to four inches off
your height, but the benefits far outweigh the loss
of stature, There have been no reports of loss of
mobility or dexterity resulting from the procedure,
although a few days of mild disorientaticn are
normal. This is a direct result of having to get
used ta your shorter bones, and all reports indicate
that most patients fully recover within 48 hours,

Getting a Leg Up Although Cybertronic main-
tains its organic replacement ethic, it has produ-
ced a new limited line of cybernetic limb replace-
ments, These are designed to replace, not improve
upan existing or lost limbs, Several clients claim a
minor improvement in strength, manual dexterity
and physical endurance, Cybertronic explains
that, although designed to meet normal perfar-
mance criteria, the limbs are definitely a
slight improvement ocwer organic limbs spe-
cifically due ta their structure and dura-
bility, nat by any modification in their
design.

Steel Skin A tremendous amaunt of
research went into the developmeant of
the Steel Skin. With synthedermis tech-
nology, Cybertronic managed (o create a
self-repairing synthetic armar that actually
lies directly under your natural skin. Amaz-
ingly enough, this stuff can actually “heal”
itself once damaged, by calling on your
body's awn repair systems ta do so,
Early versions of subdermal armor made you
look stiff and lifeless, something like a man-
nequin. Taday, Cybertronic latest version
pravides a narmal appearance to a close
examination, with the same taxture as nar-
mal skin. If you have a compu-brain instal-
led, you can actually manitor the Steel
3kin and initiate repairs long before your
still-im-shack body could ever gat around
ta it




The Cell-Link

ven though Cyhertronic has
developed many entirely original
products, they have alco made
some incredible improvements in
maore familiar tech, What thoy've
done with the standard old tele-
phona is entirely amazing,

The cell-link utilizes the wser's
own bialogical systems to set up an
entirely inboard wiraless phone. A
fine mesh of sp=aker receptors is
implanted into the skull of the user,
acting as a reception and broadcast
antenna. Speakers built into the
skull alfow for crystal-clear hearing,
even under combat conditions. A

microphone implanted directly into
the user's vocal cords allaws far
nearly silent communication. if
you've got a compu-brain, too, vou
can even scramble and unscramble
signals, making waur private line
entirely secure.

The Mirrormen are said to cach
be fitted with a call-link and a
campu=brain. These are all webhed
in to a central locale, from which
their commander can pravide them
with almost instantaneous feed-
back and combat coordination.
Their teamwork is literally hard-
wired Into their bBrains,
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The Tin Man

Any list of Cybertronic’s
tech-savvy products would
naot be complete without
including their tap-shalf Tin
Ban line of armor. Integrated
armar is the pinnacle of perso-
nal armor systems. It is con-
structed of a patented steel
alloy which provides incredible
pratection without the extre-
me weight or bulkiness you
might expect from such mon-
strous metal suits.

Ta use a Tin Man suit, you
need subreal receptors so that
you can properly control the
suit, The hydraulic systams,
which allow the amazing agili-
ty commanly assaclated with
this armor, require continu-
aus, instantaneous feedback
from the user's brain, Without
the interface, the hydraulics
react like they're filled with
maolasses, making the user an
easy target. The feedback sys-
tem allows the hydraulics to
react to the usar's movermnents
faster than nature, in her
shor-sightedness, ever inten-
ded,




The Ultimate

Saoldier

Wm& the well-outfitted chamssur
"got under his ar hes chiome ar

bronzed skind Nothing lets than mora

tech than youl'll find in an average Bau-

haus Grizzly. Here's a sampls of what one
well-known Cyber's ot & his chass-gear,

Vince Diamond
Artificialintalligences like culrassiers
aside; top Cybertronic chasseur Vince

Diamand is one of the most lethal lite-

forms graund, fitted [iterally up to his
fyes with all sorts of chass-gear.
‘Compu-Brain: Yup, Vince Is missing

some of his orlginal gray matter, but the

stuff replacing it is better and faster
thain he ever was. Careful Installation

has Iaft his higher brain functions intact,
soAince [5still the same tactical genius

hie evar was.

Unblinking Eye Package: Vince is out-

fittad with the entire suite of vissal

gear: the eve marques, the red eye and
the cat’s ey, Notice that, since Vince Is
in a well-lit environment, he lsn't using

the cat's eye tlashlight faature, so his
eYeLaren’t glowing now lika thay
would in the dark alley you wouldn't
want to meet him In.

Bonejob: Tall as he is, it yvou look close-
Iy at Vince, you might be abls to notice

the inches remaved from his frame.
Simca he started ouwt at 6787, he still
stand an Impresive 54",

Cyber Arm: Vince lost his good right

arm in his last batile for Bavhaus, He's

had it replaced with an artificial imb

that makes old-fashioned knuckiz-dies-
ters look like 3 bougquat of petunias by

Cormparison,
Steel Skin: That musculature Vines is

showing off was mastly earned the old-

At the End of the

b mee Baat o Few expmiples of

Cyhertromic’s lpiest unclessilfie)
fechnologicol wonders, With each pos-
sing ehiny, due o their effors, we bemme
muire perieet moee Rnow ledgeabile than
ereation itsell in perlecling ourselves for
e arcdveas task of stying alive i an
ullen violent and unpredictable workl
Thiz will be onr guavantee of Survival
anil the arealest gl to our Proge.

fashioned way, but his Steel Skin
seulpts his flesh to/almost inhi-
man proportions, You don't get
this kind of leok from baby oill
Call-Link: \fia his call-link, Vince

i5 in constant communication with
his superlos—the tew that he
hins. These powertul people want
to be able toreach them whene-

Day

It i% easy W see how Cybertranie bas
achieved exeellency thirough pecfec-
tlamn. I!'|L|:||||'r:|‘t HERBE T ||-|,|4_|;|' ol the
B body, evbernetics and nature
itsell, Cybortronie his managed to
perleet hamo sagivnz tooa level whiich
fewy ever realizod we ol repcl,

Lovbertromie, through its genios and
loresight, has catapulled wus o the nexl
lewel af our evolution. Throwgh s

ver they want 1o, and now they
«can, whether he likes [t or pot.
Subreal Recaptors: No chasseur
is completewithout them. Other-
wise Vince would be locked out
of the Cybarnet, Cybertronic’s
vauntad computer system, and
wihers would he bethen?

wiakom, i Eree, el will Bie cgquoal in
riktuire eyiss, and she wall be foreed (o
serve us, instesd ol us steigelling o
survive against her callops temperi-
menl By Cybertronie’s advances, we
cinn Become masters of oore world and
of onrselves as well, We can prove o
selves as the ghtful beldrs of naduee,




[5 LIFE HARD FOR YOU? Do the pre

raclern il vweigh Beavily opeen your

buaeiben of acemteling aoul soame sorl of existenes somie-
Ligries e rrocech B4 Desue?

THE CARDINAL SAYETH, “Do not despair, my ehil
degn, e shosw yoes e way ol ol the soul-stealing
Dorkmess and into the salvation of the Lizhis Tleed oy
) o iy Beotherhoned will give you o,

Yoo may Tecl alone, enlirely an von
el gr yom, v were Io bredr your cries, Bt this is nel e,

o ith e g i

THE BROTHERHOOD
IS ALWAYS THE

|

The Coedinnl hewes all; be loowwes gl Ao gl you nesd 1o
o is Lo swece b biis beachings into yoore lile, and yoo shall
Enow inner peace.

REMEMBER in antenil mas skl al youne local ehigpel
ar Calhedeal, [T this is mol =, listen b thae regulir
rarlio heoadeests on nearly all stalbons, Give generously o
T lp wes all in e svier ogieinst the encroaching Darckness,
And b vonn need help, U vou ever encoanter evidenece of
s Darkness, come tooas,

ThE BROTHERHOOD 15 ALVWATYS THERE. ALWAYS,




How the old heavyweiahts plan to fake on the new contender

o cluliz you are comforinble there,

oLl area regular, one of the
important ones who get (o silal U
biest table and deink the best liguor
anel eal the best food, You know the
alher regulars, they Know o, and
ol Enwow *The Bules,” the nonwrit-
fen code thal govierns how vou gach
tleil with each other. You each get a
cerinin amount of space at the fable,
and you Enow wiio gets oot he
cards when its tirne 1o ploy Lung Lo
Ball. All the other prople in the bar
are just hnmgers-on foe ome or fae
other of you. They play by your miles,
sl where vou tell them e sil, do what-
ever il lnkes to please vou, Sure, vou
andd the other old-timers have your
stpuabliles, sometimes even all-out
brawls, but things hove been prefty
slable for a long e, mod you're
mostly satisfied. Everyithing is nice,
eozy and prediciable,

Buat e alay, withauwl warning,
surme lashy now guy just walks in,
pulls a chabe up to your table, tokes @

Plt‘!.IJ]'-E yauesel [ al your Tvorile bar

by Anthony Ragan

drink from your bottle and says he's
Buiying in 1o your gome. Just ag voiu're
aboul o belt him ane, you ook
arowd and see that some of your fol-
lowers, people you had trusted for
years, are now backing the new guy.
And iU's not just your gang: every
single ome ol e ald timers is losing
supprarters to thiz stranger. Yoo look
Loy Hhe bartender to straighien things
out, bt he just similes uneasily, pock-
els the big pile of Carndinal's Crowns
the stranger gave him ond s058, “Deal
b in. He®s ome ol you onow.”®
Justlike the scene in our imaginary
har, the megacorporations that have
vitledd the Sular System for centindes
now hove to deal with o new power:
Cyberironic. Withio a ew short
howrs, the shadowy bBrains Bbelind the
Cybertronie phenomenoen stole legal
contral of assets all seross te inmer
Solar Syvstem, costing the old mega-
eorps hindreds of billions of crowns
in losses, Worse yel Toe Bauhaus,
Capitel, Imperial aod Mishima, thou-
sands of their best cmployees mnd

their Gunilies defected w Cybertronie,
showing no loyvalty 1o their old bosses,
Within a few short yeaes, Cyherironie
bl mrovvn alioat o the size of
Irnperial aod bad taken its own sent
ab e Carlel takble as the O0h roling
g e nrporatien,

Al Doy dlied Thee old guord react?
With hiatred and war, banding fogeih-
er 1o punish this brash upstact? In the
case of Imperial, yes, Bul, true 1o the
megacargs eadilion, the others Iooked
aul lor themselves first, leaving
lroeperial tor Bwiat Do the wingd, and
miade thele own armangemaents with
the new Cyberronie cyborg, looking
lor profits first and ethics last,

That is what this prticle deals with:
chiromed diplomacy, how each of the
olil megncorps plans G handle the
Cyvbertronic Phenamenon, e Ligar
Faice will take you on o toor of high
politics in the Solar Svstem and show
von why each eorporation might jus)
one day he a subsidiary of Cyber-
L.
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fhe Mishima Docirine

Tu hurmiveity af large, Mishima
shows a powerful feont. From
the Residence in Lura City, Over-
lord Mishima, Emperor of o
Thonsand Suns and Prince of
Fire, rules over vast holdings on
Mercurey, Mars, Venos ond Lonn.
With ten thousand eourtiers and
hiis thousand fanatical Hatemoto
guarils, e dlirects relilions with
thie mest of the Cartel while his
Ioyal Helrs fiercely protect he
f:'l]]'l”].: REREE T ESTS O e ollbier Hhree
hemiam worlds, [Eyven e Cardingl
consults fim. Presenting an
imagre of ancient power and glory,
e Chverfond and the Mishimi
Corporition are coual to any chal-
lenge posed by
Cvberiromic,

Thi truth is,
thuoizln, bt e
Mleshivma P is
juest thiatl, a mask
thal has serioms
wienknesses when dealing with
the cold logie of the Cybertronice
Bein trust, The Oyverlord is an ofd

Mzwerehesad, Toghed ot by the Car-
el representatives of the ather
corporations, “l suppose he has
his ceremonlal nses,”™ ventured
one lmperial bureaueral whi
spoke on condition of anonymity,
“hnt any real hoddness iz done in
Lomgshore, il von know what 1
mein,” The Overdord contreols
anly his ovwn conrt, while real
power s held by his chilicen, the
Lo Heirs Mova of Mercury,
Maorn of Venos and Mariko of
Mears: Though Lord il"l”.'"'-l is lech-
nically the senior ol the three aned
s their leader, the Lopd Helrs
spend s much Hme conspiring
agninal each other as they do
advancing the compiany’s inter-
esl5. These are the oracks in the
Alishima structure that hobble
any atlempl al o coherent Cvher-
I policy.

Al the start, you can wrile oll
the Overlord. Cyherironic has.
Cyhertrmnic's representatives ol
thie Cartel nct nbmost a5 i they're
under orders to ignore any Mishi-

man attachied o the Besidenee, 1t
wits this policy of delibecate snuk-
hing that led to svhat Mishima
cialls = The Regeettable Incident™ al
Inat wear's Cardel Conlerenee on
Advertising, *Hearts aod Minds"
An ex-Hatnmoto execulive ook
offense when a Cyberironic
imarager refused Lo stand dueing
i1 beast b0 the Overlord, eing
mire interested in his ghiss of
Tronic Tonie Water. The ensning
gunlive led 1o rescoe assaull by
Cyvbertronic chasseurs thal resol-
teedd i the near-destroction of the
conferenes facilities, for which
the Besidence was foreed o ool
the Lidll.

For its part, the Besidence is
niore concerned with regaining
its autherity over the Mishimo
Corporation and honor among its
workers Lhan with any threat
posed by Cyberteonic, Give e
apparent close relations between
thie Owveerlord and Cardinal
Dlurnnd, mond the Residence’s nee
For the Brotherhiood's support, it is
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profi goeth before e fall

Capifol

no surprise that the Luna Resi-
dence pdberes o e Cardinal’s
policy twwards Cybertronic, bhoth
official and unefficiel,

It is also no surprise that the
fragmented factions of the Mishi-
e Ciorperotion’s cmpire led tooa
fragmented policy Wwwards Cyher-
tronie. Most powerlul amomg tie
Lowd Hedrs is Lord Moya of Mer-
cury, Frinee of Soil. Bot he is
maore concermed by (he machin-
tions of his siblings on Yenus and
Mars and the Emperial takesver ol
Fukido than with Cyberteomic. e
consequently bad only lormal
abjections when Capitol leased
s 0f its olliee spaee in Fukidao
L Cyberronic,

I Fact, sourees
wilhin Mizshima
heve told T Luwiar
Faice that Lord
Moya bas somi
admiration for the
lawynley that Cylaee
tromtic emplovees display lowards
their fiem. He evidently hopes that
the Cyberironic presence in Fuki-

44 hir business of Capltol is
baziness,” “YWar iz bad lor
bussiness.” "Peace means profits.”
“loleranee, Mexibility i adapta
bility.” These are soime of the
midkat commonly heard sayings in
the halls of power in San Dorado,
the capital city of Capitel Corpora-
tion, Whether 11's in the Red Rodam
of the Presidentiol Palace, the
Boardraoms: ol the Eleven
Towers, or the war rooms of the
Pyramid, mighty Capitol is com-
muithedd 1o gelling the Best goods
for ils citizens ot the best price.
Bince so moch of what its citizens
wank comes fom the olher mega-
corporalions, thal means the
essenee of Capitol's diplomacy 15
“live and Let ve™ and “husiness as
usal.” That inclides Cyherironic,
Capitol did not fare badly in the
Birth of Cyhertronie,
Of all the mega-
corps, il lost the
fewest properties
and peraosnnel. Tn
fact, ther: is DpHETL
respect lor the way
Cyberronic formed itsell oul of
nothing 1o climb o the wp rank of
the corporate elub. Sellimprove-

do will prove o distraction for
Imperial. Bumar has 0t that aecret
negntialions are going on even
o Lo provide Cyberronic with
cheap Mercurian resaurces in
reelurn for the wse of heavy Chas-
seu and Cuirassier unils in what
oy be an allempt (o revoke the
Imperial lepse on Fukido early.
But, worry these same Mishim
sourees, onee the Cybertronic
troops arrive, who will make
them leave again? Certainly mol
the lightly acmed and armored
fighima troops, who are ill-equ-
ipped to ke on even o squad ol
Altilas.

The policies of Lopd Heirs Maro
and Moriko toward Cybertromnic
are more simple: Cyberbeonic is
nal a threat but & resouroe in the
strugale against Moyo and cach
alher, With this in mind, nneon-
firmed reports have egch negolis-
ting secretly wiltl Cybertrenic o
abtain the Lechnology that will
allowy ther Lo form small nnits of
cybernelic soldiers on the mede
of the Chassears, [ retorn,

el s always been popular
wilh Capitolinns. “You hove Lo
mive them credie,” says Craig
Horning, Director of Crealive
Marketing for Universal Motion
Pictures, “people love a winner,
and the Cybertronic story is a
winner's slory, In Faet, we'se just
started shooling o drama based on
the Tounding of Cyvbertrondc star-
ring Jack Slade and Liza Berg-
ey, 1U's ealled Corpbusters.”
Capital has also been renowned
For its willingness (o delend ftself
against all ourside thrents, its pea-
celul proclivities not withstan-
ding, Whether it's on the Grave-
send peninsule of Venos agains
Bauhaus, the southern reachies ol
Mars againgl Mishima and Impe-
riad, or the Citedel of Saladin,
Cupitol's AFC, led by the Free
Marines, has never been sby of
stitnading up for the megicorpora-
tinn's rights, Indeed, apalysts con-
quliedd |'|:l,' Tiee Faeeere Fodee have
suggestied thal Capitol's hisloric
antipathy For Trmperial, dating
froom Imperiel's Intervention
mgninst Strike Fores Saladin, my
b imarjer Faetor in Gapitol’s fri-
codly neutrality towards Cyber-

Cyhertranic gets neuteality o lis
operalions against Imperial hol-
dings on Venus and Mars, This
accounts for the letharsic investl-
gation by Mislhima police loval o
Lovd Heir Moru into the assassi-
ruikieeny of Reilh Alexpmder Axel-
thorps, an Imperiel lvwyer ywell
kngssn Tor bis efToris ggainst
Cybertronic in the courts,

These secret dealings are nol
swithout thele danzers, hoywyever,
There Bave Deen romblings in the
Inguisition against the sedonctions
of Cybertech, and sugzestions that
e spivited investigations are
needed into possible heresy in
Mishima holdings an Venos o
MMara. Mishinue sclentists familiay
with the Offenbaver Theory wior-
deer aboul e conlioned lovalty of
Mlishima troops melded with
Cyhertronle implants. Canny
olzervers see e collopse of Mis-
Birma From ils internal divisions
andd wonder i ks dealings with
Cyhertronte won't leave the
prewest megacor) i e best posi-
i B pick up the pieces,

tronic. “Binee Imperial hates
Cybertrande, Capilol sees this as a
way Lo Ivweak Her Serenily’s
nase,” sy Henryk Rissimon, spae-
cinlist i Inter-Corporation rela
Homs atl Laina Cily Free University,

The Capitalinns admiritien
wiilth Cybertronic has led 1o many
theories ahout its striking snecess.
Winsl famons ol These 15 10 "Salli-
vinth Svirdrome,” naamed for ils
developer, e famed combat pay-
chologoist De, Slmom Sulliviam,
Briclly, Sullivam argued thit defoc-
tors to Cybertrenic have acguired
o mental disease that leads them
o renaince eir former lives and
suurrender their wills to the corpo-
rike icdentity. While few serious
academics took Sulliven's theories
seriously, he generated guite o
controversy while arguing for it
during many telovision amd radio
appearances, This was all cuot
shiort when e died of anapparent
heart Gnilore ab the age of 28,

But in a seoop Tor Tie Lunaee
Fdee, o reporters Bave discoy-
ered that D, Sullivan did ool die,
Bt is hirmsedl o defector o Cyhber-
tromie, evidently a vietim of his
o syndeome. Chr Smirces con-
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[irm that he s working for Cyher-
fronie ol an wndiselosed loeation,
pechips in Cyboropolis, Cyber-
tronie’s closed ety on Mars. Whit
he s dalng there is unknoywn, bul
reports indicane that Capitol’s
Extermal Intelligenee Agency is
ardentiy working b find oot
While Capitol maintains cordial
relations with Cybertronic, this
dpesmnot mean they
tlo ol Wil whial
Cybertronic hins.
Uinlike Imperial and
the other megicor-
porutions, Capitol
hits alwiys made its
aeauisilions through peaceful
tnke-overs and huy-ouls, #4
wreched mine profits no one,”

lone among the meEneorpoea-

lons, Imperial has beam in-
alterably hostile o Cyberironie
sirtee ity founding, Certninty, they
lpst heavily when the new mega-
caorporation was bovn, Billions ol
CroME i assels were [aken over
by Cyhertronic avernizght, inelud-
ing minlng settlements T e
asteraicks Uad o been olan hold-
ings sinee before ITmperial’s own
founding. YWorse stll was the
slmultaneons delection ol almos
thes entirety of Glam St John-Boss,
whose clan holdings on Lana
heeame the site of Cybertronle's
corporate headguariers, To [his
iy b is skl considered o gross
heegch of etiguette to mention
that clan's name in polite com-
pany.

Bul this does nat gxplain the
unending nature of lmperial's
hntred towaris Cyhertronic,
Cither megndorporalions have lost
haesvily ab one tHme or another,
bt Farely have they ever et grod-
ges keep them from doing busi-
ness with their erstwhile enemies,
Even while Capitol's Free M-

rines hattle Mishin for eontral of

thes southermn
hemisphere of
Mara, the corpon.
Hor engages i a
vy proditahle
trid e with Mishimma
i Mercury. Tmpe-
rknl isell trades with Bauhas,
even though they had & seriouns
recent clash ovier new Tnperial

Snid Stephen Camper, Capitol’s
chief public relations offleer on
L. {::'-'hl‘.t'l]'-ul:lll S :ru[llﬂ FEsd il
the eMicieney of its workers all
pavint o an ineredibly profitalile
operation. one which Capltol
wooutld cliearly love to add (o ils
partfolio, [ consequence, the
Mnancinl wizards of DEPICOR,
Capliol's office of extermnl relis-
Hons, and BEFEL j1s office of
indusirinl nod ceonomic alfairs,
are stawing up bake at night deler-
mining If Capltol bas the resour-
ces to buy Cvbertronic assels, or
perhaps Cyliertronic itself

Hut not all Copliolian execitives
Are gung ha for such an itl,!l_||_|j.',\1'i_-
tion, e Lunae Poice has learned
that high-ranking Capitol man-

settlementsin e Landhans basin
of Venus,

ity against Cybertronie, Top-
erial conducts a polley of com-
plete ambarse: no rade whinlso-
ever AWhy?

The answers e in Imperial’s
other etermal strugele: e war
digainst the Dark Legion. Imperial
publicly embraces the iden that
Cyberironic’s success (5 explisingd
by Cybertronic being o ront for
the Dark Apostles. Imperal offici-
il argue that the failure of the
Inurpisition o find sy Davk “Taint
i e sonls ||r1':'_|.'|r|_-rt:|'v|:|r|i_|'
ermplovees is nol evidenece of their
purity, Rather, it i5 a sign of 0 neyw
patiern incthe Dark Symmetry,
o it has yel to be anderstood
itnd exposed. “Look at thele
Blodady equipment,” says refived
Colonel Alfred Runes-MocGuire
of the Wollbane Comummanidos, “It's
ol “Muade in Mern® stamped ol
oveiL Sorve I8 eheomed gl
shimy, bul P've Killed enough Dark
Leginnnaires (0 recognize Necro-
technology wwhen [ see (17

15 ok fust the evberiech it
every Cybertronio employee
sports Lthiat Imperials Toathe: they
re repelled by the colid corporaie
unity of the Cybertromie employee
that subsumes the individoal to
thewhole. “I0s whalever trick
they pull that lets them intepfoce
with thelr cybernetics tal's eyil,”
swore Highlander Sergeant Bory
Opkenfist, “Sure, {1 makes them
tough, hut it sncks thelr soul.

agers, especially in thie military-
inclasirial complex b the Pyr-
mid, have geave donlis aboul the
loyalty of any Cyberronic citizens
acquined by Capitol. Unnamed
sourees have said that the vague
identities of Cyhertronics Lpper
management leave them concer-
medl that Capitol sould be aking
many new workers anid managers
whose real alleginnes might Lie
with i seerel cabal outside of
Caupital control. They feae that 1l
quest for profit might lead Capilol
by o day be taken over by the
Very connpany they look over. Bul
thesics is v minorty volee bharely
heard at DEPICOR, where every-
thing ls “husiness s nsaal.”

They don't have any Initiative,
JuIsL pragEnirimed instroctions,
They're not human—they're
machines™

For and Aoainst

rguments about

whether Cybertronic is
good for humanity or just
another facet of evil'incar-
nate have been ongoing
since the Founding Day. It's
hard to stay out of the con-
troversy that rages over
Cybertronic, but some few
manage to do s0. In the
end, this is how everyane
{apparently) lines up:
For
Bauhaus
Lord Heir Mariko
Lord Heir Maru
Against
Brotherhood
Dark Legion
Imperial
Overlord Mishima
Neutral
Capitol
Cartzl
Lord Heir Moya




Imperial policy toward Cyber-
tronbe ds not limited (o o refusal i
iritclis, The Serene Family and tie
Clans of Imperial Bave always
viewed congues! s o legitimnte
means ol expansiom they plan
their new settlements as military
operations. Against Cyherironic,
this policy is carried 1o the extent
of wiging o seerel war alimost as
intense as that ggainst the Dark
Legion. Indecd, (o lmperial, they
ares e and the same foe, excepl
that sedzure of Cybertranic hold-
ings is always misch more profit-
able. Most recently, there was the
surprige assanlt against the
Cybertronics CyberChem plant in
lands leased from Capitol on the
Gravissend Peninsula of Vens.
dllerits capture, Imperial expel-
led all Cxbertronie cmployees
i Brought in their
own penple, Mow
they sell the facili-
1% products at o
price chicaper than
Cyberteonie did,

Sormedinmes,
thowgh, Imperinl hins been too
eager o pursue their pelicy of
cunlronintion and has heen

Burned by 5WTL Cvbertronic's wir-
Fare and intelligenee department.
Astule readers of The Lusae Fodoe
will recall this year's mysierious
destraetion of the Demimonde oil
refinery on Luna's dark side, o
fagility of unknown ownersblj,
Sources tell the Feodee il this
came aboul due o raid by Her
Serenily’s Alr Force, which was
convinced that the refinery was o
Cybertromie holding. 18 was, wntil
it leswe days belore the atteck when
il was secretly sold o Loed Heic
Moya. Folce sources further tell
thart ondy an intense effort by the
Irmnprerial Ministry of External
Relations and a personal letler ol
apelogy feom Her Serenity hersell
prevented the outhreak of open
it wilth Aishima.

The I5C, Imperial's Seourity
Cormand, pursaes ils own an
ielive policy agains! Cylierteanic,
though necessarily a clandestine
one. [SC-5, he legendary espio-
mage division, is known to spenil
s el me operaling §oains
Cybertronic as (L does pgiainst the
Diark Legion, s agents track
dowm, identify and expose Cyher-
tromic spies within other corparm-

tiomns and reveal minoe freelanee
corparations as Cvhertromic fronls,
ISC—F agents conduct active intelli-
fronee operations meainst Cyhips
tronie holdings, leoking as much
Toe proolof Darck Syimimelry toint
A4 for maore mondine corpormte
secrets. They have had less sic-
cess here, towgl, because ol Hhe
almost pnnatural lovalty of nearly
all Cyberironie cmplovees. Thi
recent confession of a Cybertronis
Vide-president o cspionm s and
his willing exposure of himsell ns
an Imperial operative show the
difficnlties the 150 faces when try-
g b penelmite Cyhertronic

Assassinalion amd terroplsm are
the final tool of npedal policy
tewarids Cybertronic, Though
depied by any Imperial represen-
tatives conteeted by The Lunare
Ioice, snurces speaking on condi-
ticer aelaimomymity confirm syhal g
close ywwalching of svents hints at;
the oecasional hembings of Gyber-
tronic aflices amd murders of its
lop executives are not jusl the
work of randoem terroeists, Bl a
ciampign of seerel wir orchestm-
tedd by BSC-3 Whirovgh hived operi-
lives, Consistent swith Tmperial
doctrine, the conmee-
lioms betwern these
[reclpnee agents and
Imperial are plwiays
virgue amd easily
ekl

The studenl of
111Pgﬂﬁ:qi|,'||'ilh;' I|i|_|][h-
ey is el Lo won-
der whal the elans of
Imperdal ave zained
Trom this intransigent
podicy. Pressed biv the
Ihark |.:!.'.'|E||I| anil
Feed by strained
relntions with the
other megacorporas
tions, Imperiial is
conlronted by
Cvbertronic that
continues to grow
larger and more
paasveEriol each yewr.
Thotgh they see il as
thelr dily 1o carry oo
il Lo thiem is bt
anather facet of the
strugole agalnst he
Diprk, their desotion
iy cost them Khe
ket price.
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The Carlel

hough technically not & mega-

corporation itsell, the Cartel
funetions as o poveeriul, indepen-
dlent entity in chromed diplomacy.
While its stafl 18 composed of
delezations fram e oblier megn-
corparations, ey often act inde-
pondentiy for thelr own Interests
and that of the Cartel as o whole.
The Cartel Securily Gouncil also
commuands the elile Boaminoog.
ers, aanilitney force thist, while
dedicated to the fght ogainst the
Dark Legion. provides impressive
muensele to ok wp the Cartel’s
Felations swith the roegaeorpor-
LEcins,

Itis through the Doomtroopers
that the Cartel hags (15 clogest reli-
Linns with Cybertronmic, Via ils
puhlie preonEinee:
ments, Cvbertronic
hisks enlisted swhole-
hoartedly in the
war aoainst the
ik Lesgiaon,
thougeh (o o chorus

of searm [rom the Tmperial delege-
tiom. It has peadily mel the Securd-

Iy Council'srequests for military

ure, Cybertronic's got everyone shaking in their com-  Mishima
bat armor, but what's that mean to them? The fol-
lenwing is lifted from a spate of recent memos floating
throughout a Cybertranic branch office. (The people at
the HO always shred their trash.) You may notice a pat-
LA Cartal
Group Assessment
Capital Hands-off attitide serves Cybertronic
well, Antipathy for Imperial could
translate into short-term frizndships. Brotherhood
Gensrally unwilling to use force
afgainst Cybertronic, No real threat.
Bauhaus Cybertronic's original parent corpora-
tion. Can play upon Bauhausers' pride
in all things they arafwere invalved in.
Unhostile, almaost adaring. Nao real
threat. Dk 1o
Imperial Hostile, but easily manageable. Fact- Tt 3 e

lous nature of clans makes instigation
of infighting simple. Could use belief
in Cybertronic's reputed allegiance to
the Dark Soul agalnst them. Despite
the economic embarge, no real threat.

Lnits, semcding limge numbers of
Cuirassicr nnd Chasgeur units
into Cortel service. Mol only docs
this benele the Cortel by giving it
e pse ol wep-noteh fighters, ol
Cybertronie seores L enge
public relations beneliis by aving
is roops seen alongside e more
livenons Freee Marines and Vens-
inn Rangers. (Unolficial Security
Council policy his been o keep
Ciyherronie [orees onl of any
ity that contaln Tmperial soldi-
era, for reasons of *unil cohesion
and morale) Cybertronie enter-
Lairment subsidinedes regnlaely
provluce news flms and Lelevision
broddcasts of Gy herironie Dooim-
Iroopers in action.

Within the hureans ol the Carlel
self, Cybertronie’s influence is
more subtle, though sl povwer-
ful: The delesations ol the otler
megacirporalions, with Lhe
mdleinte exception of e -
hausers, Beep the ever-amiling,
ever-eificlent Cybertromice oeleg-
les at arn’s length, dealing with
therm only when nocessary, In-
dieed, they are noticeably albaen|

leom the invitation lists of Cartal
parties during the social season,
Cybertvonic apparently has it
power in the Cogperation Couneil
and the varipus administrative
o, hot the contribotions of
their forees to the Doomireopers
makes hent a slrong voice in the
all-important Secnrity Council.
hore omdnousky, aceording s
anti=Cyhertronic sourees in e
Cartel, many Banhans inltatives
in the Council actoally originate
with Cyvberronic.

These same sourees tell e
Liétrar Poieo that Cartel executives
are not all bayving the Cybertronic
pledges of lovalty o the Gartel
and its fght against the Dark Le-
gion, There are repeatinl reporls
of secret inguiries Ly the BT, the
Burean of Internal Investizations,
inle possible subwersion of Cartel
afficials v Cyberfronie, While the
Cartel values Cyberironic as an
ally sgainst the Dark Leglon, it (s
ilso apparently swatching for the
Firanha baerel o e bhack.

Megacorporate Threat Assessment

The Lord Heirs are too busy squakb-
bling among themsalves. Individually,
they may even be manipulated into
acting as Cybertronic allies for short
periods of time. Mo real threat

Mo 'teeth except for the Boomtrocp-

ers, nearly one-flifth of which are

Cybertronic. Mo economic power at
all, Mo real threat.

Despite the Cardinal’s immense politi-
cal powver, he ks unwilling to condemn
s many people at cnce for fear of
starting a civil war that would |eave
humanity vulnerable to the Dark Le-
glon, Barring any solid proof of a
Cybartronic connection to the Dark
Legian, no real threat.

Cyvbertronic’s technology and person-
nél are immune to the Dark Legion’s
influence. Cybertronic is incorruptible,
Barring a full-out, coordinated attack
invelving each of the Apostles, no real
threat.
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Bauhias

thowt & doolit, the Baoluis

Carrporalion sulfered surpris-
g losses fromthe formation of
Cybertronic. Muany valuable prop-
erties were legilly stolen by 1he
Cybers, and they gined more
nesw emmpleyess Irmm Banhans
than from any other megaenrgpon-
ratlon. This brealn deain continues
Lo thig dlay o such an degres that
Banhans execotivies will notively
seel reorultment by Cybertronie,
a phenomenon almost unbeard of
in thie rest of the solar System.

When it comes (o relations with

Cyvbertranic, though, Bauliaus
alnds i surprising eenirast o
Imperial. ¥YWhile Imperial apinions
rangee (oo guiet contenst o full-
Wlowwm hateed, Bouluesers hayve
grisal respect [or Gy berromic and
its necomplishiments, and interows-
porale relations ape almost (riend-
I¥. In faet, o recent pablie opinion
survey by Capitol’s InfiniNet news
service showed thit & stunning
8% of Haulmusers belleve thal
b Jived by
Cyberironie is a4 sign
of the hizhes! suc-
cess, even though
thanl means leaving
Bauhaus service.
Rauhausers also
admire Cyberronic's commitment
lo exeellence al any eost, which
mirrors thieir own eorporate goals.

Bauhaus therelore follows a
svery straightforwiard poliey of
cooperstion and trade with
Cyberironic. Cybertronic supplles
iy high gquality goods i Ba-
hinus divisions, while Baulmns
itsellis Cyberironie’s single larg-
eal snurce for raw materinls anc
supplies, Baohaus also acts as o
front for Cybertronic inlerests in
the Cartel, often portraying polici-
es Uil originated with Cyvbertron.
ic as it pwn, sinee they wonld be
almost putomatically rejected by
the other megacorporations
should Cybertronic's mams e
associated with them,

This Kooperatin-Palittl nets
Banhaus several advantages: Tirst,
high=lech components obbained
from Cyberronic and added 1o
Banhans prodocts give them an
edge in quality that makes e
comigesitive ywith the more momer-
ors Caplitel and &ishima zoods.
Secnnd, Baulinis gets favoralile
Ireabment when brying 1o fnvest in
Cwvbertranic aperations, thos
hringing a portion ol Cybertron-
ie's profits home to Heimburg,
Finally, Bauhaus makes no secrel
of ils desire Lo fgure oul just by
Cybertranic hns been so snceess-
ful with cybernetic implants, They
hope the conperation of their sci-
entists with Cyhertronic's will
lend them to this deeam. So o,

e dlearmatic Fafloee witly the
“Ticker™ drug (Monosaditimmor-
tohensalivmamononitrite—5) and
thie “hlusherrs "™ supplements
sl {ust bow Far avway (Fom ks
Baulinis is,

SHll, guoiet comversations be-
tween The Lurar Fidee and on-
e ilipll Bahaus affickals in
thie Twin Powers reveals o discoiel
aboul relations with Cybertramnis
thal Indicates possible eouble o
conmie,. Perhaps it was the deleo-
tion of General Jean-Lois Difen-
haner, once head of the Boohans
L [EHT11] r|.*:_-|,-i:rv|:|1i||.:; [i_'.'llt':l'lrl,||'|i1_"'-|
suceess wilh implants, General
Offenhaner is now Chairmian of
Cyberchemicnls, Ine., and is
uneloubtedly privy 1o Cybertron-
ie’s seerets, 5o lr, e has Tailed 1o
shere these with his ex-collearu-
es ab Bauhaus.

Maore vigue are Lthe lints deop-
ped from cireles close o the office
of Duke Elector Romanoy, com
mainder of the Bavbais aeimed
lorews, of the Tear that Cylhertron-
i may sameliow he the mesull of o
Bauhaus prsject gone badly awey,
What this project may have been,
name will say, bot the similaritics
between the Banhaws and Cyber-
tronie slyles hinks i a conspiracs
by ex-Banhans execulives who
have hroken away and Tormed
Cybertronie as a4 rogoe ap
BRI,

M hinkewver the rath
my Bes there is no
doult of & rising leare
among somme high
rimking Bouhausers
that thelr ow peso-
|l||*5.' devolion anid
sidaairation foa aueali-
iy before el else
might lenid to o sense
ol inlerordty when
healing with Cyier-
Eromie: il comld lead
b Banhiaus's evinte-
al Jll'lh'url:lliull by ils
ally. Though this
coneern is still ill-
formmedd and zivien
predenee by only o
minority, there is the
possibility of n hack-
lnzh agalnst Cylies
b Lk, Ll
comes, will shake the
Solier Syslem.
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“Irreverently writien and always e s

" dead on. I particularly enjoy their Aradicaiisnore ot tne

- Homebuild-ers. Don't go to

walking tour through San Dorado V. ithout the Bauhaus book!”
of locations where my films were i A

shot. I never travel without — Angelo Valmonte
them."” — Jack Slade "1 found their book on the

“The Imperial book is absolutely HInthesiisos h_lm‘.;::.r::g]m; :I:‘i!:.i =
vital for an outsider who wants

truly to understand the Clans.
Very historically accurate.” AVAILABLE FROM

— Andrew Paladine [ ¥ (SSRGS g S8 s oot Kfmnine, 1
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troio YWisy™ 2 So liEe i Ko

ahont this corproration and ils bisi
nesa practices that itis impossibile Lo
gl elear pieture as Lo just what this
plrmse means, I voo wers o ask an
average Cybertronie employee, he
gl el yun thust bE sBmply menns
Phis: thad only e best is good
enoigh, b all that you cie e, and
riely on yoursell and on your own
abilities. To many, though, incloding
this author, this answer is simply oo
patand doss litile more o Lo e
corporate lne. It s certain that the
only true ansswer will be o eem

Hm.t- ifloes ane sum up “The Cyber-

those outside Cybertronic's control, 1
seenis, therefore, that the est we can
comie wp with foe this conundrum s
Lo pick thireogh Che rdason oF ruor,
huskf-truths and out-and-ool lies, aol
g (0 there 18 8 comman Uhiread roan-
ning through them. Only then might
wit find the troe “Cvberteonie Yay."
Cybertronde, withoot a dounbt, con-
cloets moat of its bosiness elind olos-
ed doors, Whereas thie other corpor-
tions are cither deliberately open or
hiave difflenlty hiding their dealings
fromm e medis, Cyberronie 15 an
unknown uantity. Even off-the-
record discussions with Cybertronic

s rermbeers are impossibile, such is
the Roralby of ils swworklorees, Ol 1y
talking b virions sourees Lhal bave
Been on the inside and ave sinee Tel
iy L besene ahle R Gormrmolofe sy
Kintlol"idea as to Cyhertronic’s b
pditieres Alter wlling ta thiese peaple. |
il oy sed Beaning tosiard the opind
o thit Cy bertromie is e like i
religlon than a business, These x-
winrkers seem dlmost breabwashed,
bl b ex b their actions while
crmploved there This woold goa long
vy b exp lndnkng the alomest Tuoadical
|"':"'“"."' (v Beertengie <UsET memlers
sfiow Lo their cmplover,




» The Cybertronic Way
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The corparation lias oflen been
compared booa lermite monnd: g
large, faceless entity, inhabited by
millions of workers fulfilling their
own, Independent agendas, yet
dlmiost mirdeulowsly achicving the
community’s overall alms, Caprying
e metaphor on, HKe termiles in
their moumnd, the bulk of the corpoei-
tion's work is hidden from sight, burl-
e deep in the HGY, away from prving
Lyis,

It seemas Hkely tha Cybertronic's
internal stfcture is olso modeled on
o termite mound. Freoom what e we
Enowy, Cybedtronic works on a cell-
Based management structure, with
eich division responsible for (s own
business and with Liile or no daily
conitral from s higher management
level, The higher management strac
lures seem content to lay oul gemeral
dircetions futher than hesome invol-
ved bn thie minutioe of Iocal problems
il their solutions. How the upper

management can retain suely an over-
siew 15 ang of the grealest queslions
posed by this business model, which
in counlless other casea lins proved
unwrorkalile. Cne can only surmise
that the normal results of this stroe-
ture—Lbnl thie right hand does no
know wihiat the left hand'is doing—have
nol yel surfaced due bo nothing more
thnn goodd ek or an extremely effici-
el cover-up operation. I s simplky
nofl feasible that sueh a stracture
could work on even a global scale,

A exiremely ellicienl media cover-
ip operation might also explalin
Cybertranie’s other imdgjor dillerenee
fromm the olher corporatisns: theie
alfrility U be seen to be delng nothing
while all the tme working feverishily
behimd the seenes, Indeed, it sirikes
e that Cybertronic almost always
presents ils achievements as fulls
necomplis—many workers have heen
Lol they are now part of the Cyber-
tronie Corperaticn hefore they hove

even reslized they are the subjecs of
it lakedver. Perhaps this (s “The
Cyhertomnic Wiay™

Cyhertronic’s rapid rise to ils cur-
rent position as ffth-loegest megacor-
poration swwas achieved in just this
vanper, Within hours, it had appear-
izl from nowhere, with no warnlng
and surprisingly Hitle response from
the I'I”'H"I"t‘ﬂ!t‘]rlll"'ﬂl”llll.ﬁ-. Iits 1411|Ih.r_l]:.'
that o meovement of money of this
magnitude across the world's markets
coild have gone unnoticed, bt thal i3
exactly what seems o have oceurred,
The only possible explanation is that
Lhe other corporntions allosvwved i1 thai
they Knew ILwas linppening and did
nothing. The rapid defection of top
pecsonnel from these very same oom-
panies would, o even the most eymic-
al ohserver, sugeest it this inac-
vty was deliberate and ealeolsted. [t
seeerns likely that Cvbertrondc lns
cxisted as i hidden corporation foe
mny vedars, with stll widely distrib-




» The Cybertronic Way

nbedd gmongst s competilers, Feed-
g it the valuable Information i
peesed for sich an endenvor aind
hidime their time wotal the ned
aecurred. When the moment was
right. these personne] were instri-
menial in allwwing their employers
t b swallowed up by the fledsling
Cybertromnic and form part of the
HEw megncorparation.

U related question that springs
to mdnd when discussling this
aspreel of Cyberironic's biesiness is
horwr dio they koo what the other
corporations are doing even nosy
with such certainty® If's unlikely
that this is mere cliemee, luek or
even edneited suesswork on
Cybertronic’s part, [t seems plansi-
ble thal, even alter thie codpao-
tion's Tormation, some Cyhertronie
Atall remained within the other cor-
porations, almost certainly i posi-
tioms of povwer, aod are sl ecding
their true masters vilal informstion
regarding thelr putative employer's
plans, How deep this infiliration
gocs i5 o dillical | question W -
swear. Soffice (o say et 1 am naol
ever sure that this text will veacl
you, the reader, inils origimal foem;
[ have every expectation Lhal it will
hie heavily edited and retain e of
he information [ know as fmek 1
harve mo doubst Bal it will be de-
based as liitle more i idle specu-
lnthom pnd momar—the rantings ol a
conspiracy theorist. For this reason,
1 arm loathie (o revenl my souroes, |
koo Foll swell that amy menkon of
where my Iinformation comes from
will put fricnds ot risk.

You might think thal secms o
litle paronodid. My argament b thial
stutement wonld be thal paranoiy s
the: beligf thal people are oul 1o get
yir T eevealed my sourees, or
evien my o identity; TThave no
loitd theal thelr vies and ming
wionld be in danger, Fhinve concreie
proof that Cybertronic has assnssi-
pled high-ranking opponents in
rival corporations that have heen
overtly hostile to their plans, This is
sl nrmecl conflict swith rivalsis
guch a rarily, Cyherteonic s no
el o deckare wiik on s oppos
petts syhen, by virtue of o single
pullel, W dan prevenl an enemy
from mustering ils forces.

When pssassination is ol an
option—possibly becanse of e
media attention b would eommand,
o1 the pelueianee W create o -
yr—Cyvbertronic ofton reverts o
aother, more subile means of
dchieying the sone and, Qs ollen
the case that Cybertronic armetd
forces inftleate thelr enemy and,
using guerrilla tactics, destroy il
from within, often before the target
iz avenre of the attaek IT this style of
canflict b5 dellbeeate ar 1 Cyberirn-
nie’s striciure of srall, indepen-
dlenl mnits ma ks ay larger scile
actions impossihle is hard to say.
Allernatively, the reason why all-
oul war is rare conld be thal Cyber-
tronic carrently has too Tew *reduon-
dant’ personnel Lo waste [n such
pointless encdeavors,

In those situations whers armied
conflict & uneveldahle, Cybertronie
hias a small ovailahle force compo-
sed almost entirely of chasseurs
and cuirassiers, These units are
probably the best-equipped and
trained of all the corporations'
armied foroes, mnd they cian be
deployved ot & moment’s notice with
ligtle or no hriefing, Tactics remaln
al the squid level, swith capid, deci-
sive strikies the norm, These light-
ning-guick raids are always well
orgnnlzed, with all operatives
equipped with the finest, most
advoneed wenponry availabie, This
ahility i enter combat belore the
opponenl s forces have even
grasped the ohjectives w he a-
chieved gives Cybertronic a huge
afvantase. While the enemy 5 still
liguring ont what (o do, Cyber-
tronic’s forces moy already Bave
nohieved thisir goal and be in o
paasitlon to end the conflict helope 11
really begin, Where other corpo.
rations prefer to wear down their
enemy with relentless pounding by
hordes of fool saldiers, Cyberrandc
prefers the surgical removal of an
opponenl's eammnnders, leaving
thie bull of the oppesition leadere-
less, directionless and thus al their
IMErcy,

Beyond the chassears and cuirias-
slers, Cybertronic's only other hlgh-
profile special Toroe that is publicly
acknowledged is that of the Mirror
men, &a called becanse thelr armaor

The Real Way

ince our rambling reporter couldn't seem

to make up his mind on a definition of
“The Cybertronic Way, ™ wie thought we'd
hit up a few people with a bit more
emphatic feelings on the mattar.

“They're & bunch of bloody bastards, What
they did with Clan 5t. John-Ross—excuse me
for even mentioning their faithless names—
was the greatest crime against the Throns
since the Sad Strugale itself! Their ways are
sneaky and underhanded, entirely devaid of
honor and umworthy of noble people
averywhers, "

—Raxter Bartholamaw, Clan Bartholarmew
spokesman, Imperial

“Well, | gotta admit, I'm pretty damned
impressed by those Cybers. They showed a
lot of Initiative and ambition starting up
their own megacarp the way they did. Sure,
it might hawa been them behind the crash at
Selpen's, but hey, If the rules aren't working
the way vou want them to, it's time to
change the rules. The Cybertronic Way?
Sounds a lot like the Capitol way to me!™

—lasper Carlshad, president of
Hope University, Capital

"The people of Cybertronic are out-and-aut
avil. There is little doubt as to who their true
masters are, Their way Is to insinuate them-
selves into the very fabric of our society and
then to destroy us from within. We must be
ayer vigilant against them and their kind.
They are by far the most insidious threat
humanity has ever seen. Turn 1o the Cardi-
nal—turn tothe Light—and you nead not
fear.”

—Mdakhtar Hurlstlen, Street Missionary,
Third Directorate, the Brotherhood

"They are without honor.™
—Overlond Mishima

“Imperial whines about Cybertronic all the
time. | remember there was a time when
there wara only three megacorporations.
When Imperial came along, it was Capitol
who complained, You'd think now that the
shoe 15 on the other foot they'd be more
understanding, but | suppose that's not in
their nature.”

—iimi Bernheim, Howse Bermhelm, Bauhaus
*The Cyberdudes kick gluteus maximus|
Their way? Way cool!®

—Marta Gutierrez, freslance hacker
“They shall not stand before the Tace of the
Great Darknass! Their way—and the way of

the rest of humanity—Light-blinded
losersl—muns straight to eternal doom!®

—Rrian Traechto, admitted Herefic,
maoments befare his death

*Our way? The way of the future.”
—Sandra Ralshelm, ETP, Cybertranic




iz highly podistued and reflects Hghi
like: o mirrer, They are used excl-
sively in urban combat where civil-
ians are invalved, Their highly visible
appearanee serves o draw the ene-
m's fire away from any innoceal hy-
standers and toward e Mivrormen
themselves. Even under heavy lire,
these soldiers el zale, doe b the
rerirkable constroction of their
armmor, wlhich cin withstandg all bt
the heaviest dicect blast These
soldiers are prood of their high visi-
bility, berth Tileeally and in the media,
and seck pubilicity wherever possible.
Oune s 1o ash winsther suehe i Toree
really is necessary, or whetler (he
whale concept s designed te appeal
o o media-hungry pepulace while the
retl wiers are being coeeied ot i the
Bordrpoms of vivals g in secret
negatiatiens with undesirables. This
mankgpilation of te media s vpical
ol a boziness with ssmething s hide,
I geems highly implansible that a
company with such falenten siaff,
highly advanced weaponry, and well-
tralned troops would seem so relue-
taml Lo enter combat. Mo one doubts
that, miven the molivation, Cybertro-
e conld expand its canteal evein fur-
ther. [Lis not totally impossible they
could prove a fatal theest Lo the olher
corgoratlons iC they so svished. Just
what is stopping Cybertronic taking
conleol by foree of arms?

Sowrecs indicale that there are
many special froops available to
Cybertranic Uil could he used for
sich a purposc. thswgh verilied first-
hand sightings are rare, 1 seems that
the existence of such units iz e
mre a5 i threat ageinst the elher
megacorps than as part ol a usefol
lighting Foree, Given the corporation's
high level of technoslogical advance-
e, even il they aee coneepls vller
Than actual Aghting units, there (s oo
donbt thal such wmits conlid be eguig-
pedk and deploved as rapidly as sy
Foree the other corparations coolid
muster. I seems thiot these special
lroeps' exialence is ollen used o
deter e opponents fom even rmis-
ing arems pgainst them, eather than as
it response e angoing conflicl.

This o pattern of sudden, almos
vnbelisvable growth, gulekly Tollow
ed by o reluctance to carry through
the implied threal of conguest of the

uther corporations, lends Cybertronie
o almost wiworld by edge, This is nol
i normal business model: corpori-
tHoms with real aims and amhitions
woull not show merey in this way
against their competitors, |am alvaid
tint, even alter long study, T m oo
neprer finding an answer to this
condrwm 1 just eannst compre-
hend the agemda that Cybertrenic are
worrling thromsbe, and cammol Taearl
i puess as o tede uliimate goal, Al
that's elear 15 it Cybertronic is
corporation unlike any ather.

Wihien il comes b thete daily dea-
limgs with the other corporalions,
Cybertronic exerls i suspicisusly

s it possible that

the Brotherhood

itself requested
Bauhaus to set up
this corporation,
creating an enemy
closer Lo home?

strorug abilily 1o control situationes for
their henefie YWheiher this is morely
rzor-sharp diplomacy or something
e ginisier is open e gueston. 18 s
iy opinion thal Cybertronic uses iis
“insider employees” oo manipulale its
apponenls” aclions amd puss secrels
unsiler the Boardroom table. Nowlhere
iz this more visible than with their
almaost imeesluons relntionship with
Bauhies, I0is no secret tal Bauhavs
ey s e s ul lal of stock i Cyler-
Eronic companies, and holils noe
cputlens b dealing with its smaller
rival. Whal inalies this cven moee
surprising is the fact thal many of
Cybertrmnic's top peaple, especially in
e tekliborey aoeon el thie corporition,
civpnbe divect Fronm Raulizas,

Dime mmighi even suggest thal the
whaole of Cybertronic is simply a faci-
e b enble Baulaus 1o strengihen
e [.H'l.‘i'ilii:llll willioat Arising :»:14.=~.||i|;'in;h||,
[t wwonled nol aurprise me il ot some
indeterminate point in the future,
Cybertromie amd Bewbans merged o
Form o single, immense e poised

Lo crash all el its competitonrs, OTep-
hwer's theory ol Binmechaniesl
altetions of Cytuertromic personnel
seens Fareieal in this lght, 10 this
Cybertronic/Baubans duapoly is e
case, Cyhertesnic's apparent contral
of Banhaus is completely voluntary on
Risnbians's park. and s effected 1o cre-
e mysterions image for Cyber-
Teamie, bolh lor the media’s and the
aller corporalions’ benefits, When
you also consicler the alacming reg-
Tneity withe which Baohins and Cyher-
fromic wrmed forees can be Fond
fighting alongside sach other, you'll
agred that this scemaeio rapidly be-
coinnes e i il b specalotion,
Bauhmns” amti-Cyhectrosnie stateiments
i Lhe corperation’s early days then
Lok opn Ehe alisdinet steneh ol smoke
sereen and cover-up.

Tnded, iF we puesie His line ol
hrcrunshb, woes it also explain oy
Cyhesetronic seems ahile o survive
seilkoot thee rotherhood's patiomase.
I= i1 pozsible tat the Beotleriaoaod
ilse Il recquested Baubaos fo sen ug this
COEprREen, crealing an enemy ¢loser
Ho Broomes? YWhal better sway o bring
ome the menace of the Dark Svon-
meley than convinving (e populace
thet thieir oven employers might e
pat of ik The woceclanded sy e
COrpOrILinn Seems b aviuire oter
wntpanies could e litde more Do o
media-remly subtext for the way the
Phiark Syvemmetry operates, designed so
that parallels can easily e driavn be-
tween the wo. agine the surprise
whien an caaployee whio thinks e is
worrking For a Dperial-lmled mmann-
fnctiier sidilenly realizes that e haos,
ki Faeet, Desen o Cvbertronie employes
o over bwoe menths. Is that oot likely
Lo make him realize how easily he
can be deceived, how swhat be assa-
s B D traee is nel always sol hosy
vulmeribhle e is to the inlluence of
T Dlark 1'7|],'.|]:|I:|:|t"'1I'l.'I andd Loy eomn-
forting the ever-wailing arms of the
Brotherhond suddenly seem?

How deep does this rel god lmperial
5 also vocal in their condemnation nf
Cybertronic, 15 il not just possible tha
e rewsen they allow tedr stall o
mmmigrite o the fledgling eorporation
with Hitke o0 per prodes, i= that they
tog dre acting under the Broltherdool’s
regpuesl W create this new epemy?
Perbuaps sl these corporatiens allow




Cyberteonie to trbm Do stall who miglil e
moee susceplible o infoenee from the Dark,
thus bercling them intae an casy-to-manilor
covirnnment syhile presenting that same work
foree feom realizing this s the case, Cyvbertro-
i iy secm dmpeneioable e those oalsicde
il infloence because i is designed o peotlect
them fFom the enermny in their miadat, Showld
Witk in [acl slop trying o penetrale its fueadeo
lestower discover that that froath is even less
palatehle than we conld ever imagine? Even (1
this i o, [ helicve il is our duly (o diseover
Lhve tronths, for Beeging anything [rom s only
breeds suspicion, contempt and other neg-
alive emotions that the Dack so wants us o
(LRI TS

Chne only has 1o consider Cybertranic’s deal-
Ing with tie medin b appreciate how mock
ey e Buidimge. Thedr responses o ontsiders
are almdast lnoghakble, Reogoests for informalion
are invariably lenoeed or else baunesed Trom
agke PH dbepartnent to anothers with Hitle clanee
of i #riight ansywer, A1 limes il scems that the
only information tal can b mude public abool
the corporation = the Information they wanl
intitile |||||:||||'. The Brothehood's li,'_'|ll ol
i almeest all mcelia oollels, and ils—shall we
sy, strainsd—dealings swith Cyberrenic, even
it andy i fpcade, has Tforced the corporation e
preach ils messge through its oo indepaen-
dent channels, These salely owned hroadeas-
ters, whatever thedr form of delivery, feed the
|||I||||1' o litewisheo version of e trotly et
canrion ! bee brosted, 108 ap Lo ivdependend
publishers like this muagaeine o ey and present
the truth as it hecomes known.

Perhaps Cybertronic's oken conirilition to
the Breotherboodd's doctrne cambe read s a
donhle bl by the Brotherfood. YWhat betler
vy Lo b ot swell then mativate the Brotler
D= ronk-pnd-File thin presenting a corpor-
aticn that so publicly Tuils o belicve and then
woiteling the efTects that this can enose. s the
Hrotherhood s altimmate plan to peeblicly amd
'.i'-.il;ll_l.' illisvw ool of |||.|:r:~.||r'r'i|'h- to Ll wendes
Hair influenee of the Dark Symmelry o steeng-
thien their own position® Are ywe only moments
avay Do e organized genocide -'a-|'||1l|||-::-|:\//
ol people simply o make & point? .

From a study of their bnsiness practices, e
wiy they wage wir, anvd el dedilings witl
ather corporations and the medis, il secms
that “The Cyberbronie Was"™ remains largely o
mystery. [E can at best be sumomed up thas:
s dmnE gain foe i autlay—=hut this
in ey overs-simplilying whnd can, in all
rmith, harely be comprehended. There secms
little rational plan behind the corporation and
s dealings 1o soameone so Far onlside i
boarironms as me—aor yolL.

» The Cybertronic Way

The Mirrormen

hen diplomacy hasnt succeeded, when trickery hasn't
worked, when all else has failed, whio do the Cybers call
in? The Mirrormen!

The men and women-(or maybe sven rebots—none af them
have ever bean seen out of thelr armor) that make up the
Mirrarmen are some of the finest warriors to'be found on the
human worlds or anywhere else. They are fast, smart and
tralned 1o be the best there i in loosening up sticky situations,
To top it all off, they're armed to the teeth both internally
and externally.

Here's & typlcal Mirrarman {(according to Cybertronic’s ETP
divisienk

Compu-Brain

Unklinking Eye
Packoge

Cell-Link

Subreal
Receptors

Integrated
Armor

Artificial
Lungs

-

S

Bonejob or Artificlal Limbs




Face of a Faceless Enfify

witlked (nto the halls of Gyberiron-

le's headguprters with some trepid-

alion, Numors of the megacorp's Lies
Lo Lk Dhirk Legionn seem all Lo real
when crossing the dark moil that sor-
rounds it foreboding home. An eseor
ol cliasseurs mel me atthe gile.
“atale your name and business,” they
snid calmly,

Wt hoepe f gotten myaell fnlo2 |
asked ns Tlooked al the gleaming
half-men, hall-machine, “H-hensley,”
Fatammered. “I°'m o reportar for The
Lt Podiee, 1 hove manappolntinend
wikhy ML L iamibed witly my plan-
ner for severil long seconds, trying o
dig out the business card of my con-
et The chinsseors glored ot me pa-
tiently thi whold tme. T el like o
total sehmuek, *Tipton,™ I Gmally
fotmikis, #Mr. Tipton. The PR zuy.”

One ol the chnsseurs spole inio i
subvocal mike sel into his throal,
“Enfen” heanswered when my
appedntinent wis confirmed.

I willied throogh the doors and
nokiend eheml and metal deleciors on
either side. Cybertironic wasn't ahoul
b alloaw @ drmmed visitor inue thelr
corporate headgquarters, A lady with
LELY eyes greetsd me, “YYeleome (o
Gyhertronde, Mr. Hensley, Ma Tipton
will bes diowm i a moment.”

M Dol T liore she el e
miedniking fo the guards, Cyberironin
EVpes faee otk nicmories—randon
FLOERS O BEErn s

I nodded mod sat, admiving the silviee
and glazs lobsby. They Bl tricil Lo
mke & sort of grborebom oul of it—
Here were hanging plants and bbe
bling fountiins everywhere—but the
atmosphere was slillcold and distant.
Aller a few minntes, o lady stepped
ouk of nsilver wall across [room me. 1
thonght 'was secing o ghost ot first.
B0 i was just an execntive olevator
clevery hidden by o holo-wall. Ms,
Tiphim vwore @ stealght while soil that
accentuated her height, and her blond
hatv wits done up in o Hght bun, A
chirgme HUL coverad her eves, In

By Shane Lacy Hensley

context with her surrommdings, Ms.
Tipten was the most nman looking
person around. SHIL the way she
walked, and the fact thal pol o single
e il e aies steayed from her bun,
el e weond e 1 Cylineteonie’s
roliotics division was more sdvamnced
thon the great onsazbel mmsses Had
Been led e Dhelieye,

“I'vet verificd your credentials” she
said as we stepped thiough the Talo-
il entered (he elevitor “1 espe-
cially enjoyed your Imperial serfes.”
she grinned at methen, referring o
iy, six month stintawith the good olks
ab Imperial=who think Cylerironic is
Feil v leretics, | guess Tiplon wis
s Uhial Il come to them next.,

“hreal™ Fansweredl.

“sergeant Samcuski will spealk will
you on Cybertronic’s Security, War-
Fivret i Intellioenes division. Whe
you're done, Ul anzwer any queslions
you have on Administration, Eco-
narmies and Mansgement.”

I nodded appreciatively as shie ook
ma intp s conference room., There
was apglass tabile o eight tiny
elipirg. One of them beld the massive
hody of o eyborg—anather cliasseur,
This ome el e pan e of o sergeart,
damd lonked as ool of place In thot tny
lievirrrl rooim as o nepharite at a lea
party,

[ tool o seal seross from the ner-
viis goldier, MeTiplon sat at the fi
ernd of the tnble. She swasn't alsand fo
leave me alone with one of Cybertr-
nie’s wirrlors. | guess she didn’t feel
Lhey wers up to parrying the o
times pointed questions of the press,

“Good alternoon, Sergennt Sandoas-
Ki" 1 stated the awkward conversa-
Lign “I'm Shane Heonsley with thie
Lunre Folee™

“I've= read your background sheet”
He had a grdT voice that matehed Tis
brown crew cul, square jaw, and chis-
eled features, SHll, there was o slight
bremmbile i biis tone that told me he
wins as nervols phont this intervies
as [was 'm guessing our “chapero-

ne” wis accourtalile for some ol his
anxiety, D wondered i she'd have his
plags pulled'if he said something he
winsn'l supposed Lo,

[ decided to put the goy ot ease.
“0h, okay. I didn't Know I had one," 1
srrilel,

“Most don'L”™

[ wasn't sure i he mednt most peo-
ple cidn’t have o Backgroound sheat, or
sl poople didn’t Frece they had
one. declded It didn't really matter
right then and started inowith a fow
warrri-up questions, “Tell e
Serpeant, Tow did you' eome B0 waork
for Cyberteondc?

sanduski looked over to Tipton,
iy e (e approvil, I she zave it |
=it no signal, “I dounno, [ suess 11 was
the Baubaos Medal of Valor, T usedl to
wirk for them. My squad saw some
thick action at Tranguillity Bose a few
yvernrs Baclk Those of us who suevived
gob medals, The rest gol shoved in a
twio-lv=six hox under the moon duse”

“And Cybertronic offersd you
positon i SWEalterywarida ™ [ asked,
As T sure you know, Cyberiromnic is
Enown lor liring away the best the
other megnoorps have to offer.

SYeuh, Something [Ke that.” Again,
he shol & suspicious ook towards Tip-
Lo, bul she remained @s hlank as &
Eroken mondtor, “Soime of those (al
survived weren't in very good shape,
iFyou knew whial [ mean. Baahans
b= mo use for @ hnlf a soldier, 5o
Cyhertronic made them an olTer they
couldn't Felize, We didin't have Lo go,
ofeourse, bul we conld either lie'in s
hozpikal eollecting pensian oF becomnes
i Chorg and sel ack into action.” The
sergeant painted to hbis el lnli—his
rikchine halfs It had been angzled
oy ¥ o roe until ik poink, o i
resminded e that this all-too-human
soldier hid a more mechonical side, |
wins unexpectedly shoeked fo see (e
exhorg hall again, though, The chas-
aelrs that had gresied me at the gate
swere very stlland fopmol, as (0 the
machine was in charge. Sergeant




Sanluskl was no dilferent than the
Imperial troopers P interviewed in
the months before. 1 wonder i the
cliasseurs have the abiility to deslg-
nate which part’s in oontrol,

There's nothing like asking, “I've
read that Cybertronics soldicrs are
often predictable due bo battle rontin-
es and internal programming. Yel you
SEeIm s hmman as me o, . L paint-
e relunetantly, “Ms, Tipton. Can you
explain that to me, Sergeant?™

Sanduski grirmuced. “That’s mainly
the cuirassiers. They're all killing
machines. Prediciable? Mavhe, B
e prediction is ustally death foe e
necros,”

His reply almost sounded Hke o

ccommercial. "5, you and the other
- thasseurs blend the elTiciency ol a

“cuirassier with the creativity and

ndaptability of & human?"

M Tipton coughed then, perhops a
signal that snpndnski was stepping
into the “clasqiflod” avena. =Tats
proprietary infoemntion, Al can say
is that Charlie is Faster Ui mee, bl
he can’t recogniae an ambosb antil
the Leglon's oo top of ns." Sanduski
stuck his thumb into the metal hall of
Tnis Tee, [ fook me o mindle o eeali-
Zeewhnt b was saving: He called hig
eyhorg half *Charlle,” That verificd
my assumption. The chassenrs relied
an Lthe specd and eliciency of thelr
cyhernetic Al—which Senduskl actu-
ally considered o separiate entity—but
their b side remained G inter-
pret the dats.

I'd gotten o lot of informeation alrés-
dy, but there wis still one more Uhing
I el v sk, “Sergeant, SO, er,
raclicals, heve stated that Cyberteanli
[ i lepgue with the Dack Legior.

What is ywoure reactlon o tha@

Iguess my point-blank question
farred something, He didn’t botlier Lo
glimes ot "Tipton this Hme. =Yoo fell
that 1o the chasseores Ivbng dead o the
sheadows of Yeravia=70 e Tost o Jol of
goid friends Gghting necros! P like
Lo ko whiy v gobta dodge thelr
bulliets i they're suppaosad 1o be on
my aidet"

| baeked dovn. Even il Cyliertronic
really was in leggoe with The Dad
oS, Samcluskl dichn’t Koo abial it
Atill, I had to ask. And his emotional
gtrst reaffirmed that his linman
siche wis sHll o eharge,

“Tell me whial vou can aboot the
pivmssiers " | ghid to ealm him down,
“The cuirassiers pot all the credit,

buak it"s a5y to Be brave whien your
skin’s armiered o he nines.” The ser-
geant poimted ol the lef half of s




» Face of a Faceless Entity

face. *See (his: That's all that's Teft of
iy el e, son, The other alf got
blowyn ol by a necro. Damn cuirassior
Lokes a hit e the chops, hejust welds
ot a mew ones Me? | get te bleed and
serean 'l some chop-dec covers my
shull with this ugly mug. Don't get me
swrong, the coirassiers are the chas-
setirs’ best ricnd. TE just gets to s
when the press deools sl over ‘em
and forgets bl the rest of ns"

I tivsks thyee hints “What about joint
mililary operations with the Cartel?
Havee vou sworked alopgside froops
[rom the sther megacorps?”

“Sure, The bovs and ziels from Ba-
haus are fun to play with. Bul Cyber-
fromic trosps are e best ot reeon,
stealth, surveillonoe and that kiod of
thing, =u we tend to work alone more
ofien, Who elae can jack o caomera
into his eye? Op fold oot an car o
jurv-rig a direetional mike? Let's see
one of those whiners at Mishima infil-
trante: @ nepharite steonehold withoot
gekting caught,”

Toodded and pretended to job down
sofne more notes. [ had managed 1o
vilm Sanduskl closwes, 11 wis Hme to
mffle Ms. Tipton’s feathers. T turmed
o her suddenly, hoping to deaw her
into the conversation belore she
conld prepare afock answers, “Whaot
pbnut almilarties between Cyberten-
nle's exyberware and artifacts of Dark
lechnology, Ms. Tipton? Certiin
members of the Brotherhood helieve

Lhis proves Cybertronice’s livs to the
Logion"

My rapid-lire guestions didn’t even
prthe e PR ey blink. At least, |
don’t think so-—11 was irnpossible to
see her eves through the chromee
Band of hep HUD. “Cybertranic's Rl
department carefully serutinies teeh-
nology tiken from the Dark Legion.
We cannot elaim to noderstand low
Darkcrafl works—yel—Dbiut {heir fune-
tions are often duplicated inte tools
our employees can use against them, "

I could™e found the same answer
on one of Cybertronie’s company
hrochires,

“As for! erelics, any conglomeration
this size of Cybertronlc 15 likely 1o
have o Few. Bt wou Kooy os well as |
that the Brotherhood hos, s vel,
found ne trace of the Dark Svinmetry
wilhin our ranks. O0r personnel
department hives only the best, And
that's from the top down, mind you,
execulives 1o saldiers ke Sergeani
Eanduski”

“So how did vou come toowaork for
Cybertronic?!™ | 2miled,

“I helped Mishima overcome negi-
live publicity concerning the assassi-
nation of Counselor Yotama, Cyber-
trasie neliced my excellent manage-
it of f potentially desvastatiog situ-
ation” Modesty 18 nol one of Ms, Tip-
ton’s strang points, Bul she was right,
The Yo debaele should have
glven the press wet deeams, but not-

-2

The Cyber in fhe Street

seams that there's two types of
Cybers: the grunts (who are all
the same for all intents and pur-
pases), and the top dogs (none of
wham are all'that alike). Here's a
few profiles of each. (Well, really
onky.one of the grunts, The others
would be just as dull)

Marcia Eastbrook

Position: Secretary at ETFs Luna
offices.

Interests: Needlepoint, listening
1o the radio, watching television.
Turn-ons: None,

Turn-offs: None,

Lifestyle: Sedate. Works 40 hours
awieek, Warks out 10 hours 2
week on Cybertronic's mandatary
schedule. Attends only Cyber-
tronle social events,

Marital Status: Single.

hing ever came of it Someones leaked
a bigger story instead, something
aboul an allair belween security exe-
citivies ot Copitol and Imperial.
Unless T miss my guess, M, Tiptomn
wins thee one that leaked that story.
Tlme o change the subject again. I
was obvious Ms, Tipton wasn't thril-
[l with personal questions. “Okay.
5o tell me about your relations with
the Brotherbiood. What's vour reqc-
lion 1o their constant erllicism?
Tipton answered again, “Cyboriron-
b Pully supports the Brotherhood in
all'its operations against the [dark
Largion. Yo must understand that
these who eonlront such evil on a
dally basis ane likely o spnse treachory
even where there is none, Cur eorpo-
ritkion modeestands the trials these
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birarves e and somen sl e,
and are willing Lo forgive their oce-
signal slights."

Right. Had she practiced that
answer or wiiald

“One allegation of ¥our erilics 15
that Cybertronic’s miracalons emenr-
genee could only have oceurred with
the nid of the lark powers, How do
v peapond o thar?"

STRat is a ridiculous s started
by o competitors, Cyvbertronic Tor-
cra e worked with the Cartel anid
the Brothediond against the Dark
Lsgion since our ineepicn. A eretic
his never heen aoceoyered wilkin our
ranks."

“Thusm w hal is the secrel (o Die cor-
paration's avernmight success? | pres-
Eri

"{:}'l.li_‘-rlrﬂl”l_!'b grieal secrel i5 kst
here is me secrel, | wish D eoold gell
yiu smething more exciting, hut the
sirnple truth of the matter is that our
dirgetors suw an opportunity and
graspod il Oonr suceess has been q
supprise even o the creators.

I nodlelesd, There wis nothing new
hipes, "0y, lets talk abonl some-
Hilng else Toea while, I beliove you
promized me an interview with one
ol the subreality security hickers, Ms.
Tiplom.™

“80 1 did," she said, Lydia Tipton
pressed a button on the table. A man
avil Kesel in lesss (i a mineste Ealer,

The hacker ywas young, thin, and
bigld with several gleaming [acks
serewed into his skull. Two ol these
had wires hinging from them ol the

Cybernet Growth

third s IR, = wpre 1 visons mueh
liler Lyedion Tiplon's except that il wies
i rostallie violel,

“This Is Security CHEcer lmpax, M
Henstey, He should be abile o answer
all ol vour guestions aboul Cyber-
trnnle's netwiork.™ Tipton turmed 1o
sanduski and dismizsed him coldiy,
The chasseur grumbled something
under his hreeath aomd Tel the room.

I mpcedelieel o “@aancl=Dwe'™ and smiled
proditely ot M. Inapr, The hacker
dlidn’l return mey sentiments, He just
grinned and turmed his heed askesy,
as il the viewwsoreens of his visor were
i maare interesting thin some
brown-nosing reporler, “5a el me
aboul Cyberronic's network, M,
[mipax.”

“Impret" he said oo disteacted,
nasal vodede,

“Hirdlon?™

“I go by lmpact on the netbwork,
nnrm."

I thonnzht e bad called me =Noem,™
i o “Normmam™ al fiest Then | reali-
ool [Ewens probably netspeak Tor
SOMTIE0ERE BLin] jzh'kt'tl intn :l11l!||'|.ﬂ.'||||'_p. 1
witsin L as Manhip™ as " lmpael”
thought, “Okiay, Impact Tell me
abrout subreality,”

Yo gotba® live i, maoam,” he whindged.
This gy wins sy oul there, “Jackin®
in to the oot is like wlking 1o the
Lighi ftself. 1% ke vin® theougl e
Larrare mmotintams witlodl a il You
just cateh the ether and glide ke o
bled, man. Like a freakin® bied!™

I'was in shock. Eversone il ever
mich al Cyvbertronic wis sal—ke o

50 000

efore Cyhertronic, computers were raraly linked

together for fear of corruption from outside sources,

40 000

Soon after the Founding Day, though, it became appa-
rent that the new kids on the bleck weren't afraid 1o link

their toys together, Due ta the incredible technology

30 Qoo

neaded to fully interface with subreality, this netwaork of
adding machines was entirely immunea to the kind of

espionage and other mysterious problems that had

20 Qo

plagued previous atbempls to iIntérconnect a mega-

corporation's offices electronically,

10 000

Once the existence of the Cybernet (as it came to be

Milce Wirlston

Position: lunior WP at ETP's
Heimburg offices.

Interests: Windsurfing, skating,
skiing, acting.

Turn-ons: Hot days, coal nights,
wialks on the beach, beautiful
wiomen. guality wine.
Turm-offs: Close-minded Imperi-
als, low-ranking Missionaries.
Lifestylo: Active, Works 60 hours
aweek. Exercises 15 hours a
week, mostly on the weekends
and in the wild, |s often seen in
all'the best places to be sean.
Marital Statuws: Married (fourth
time).

niechine. This guy was wilder thian a
mecramobant swith i tcker,

Mlss "Tipbom mvest"ve moticed my eon-
fusiom, “Oar secority poople, Tke
moal of Cyvherteanic's stall, ave re-
eriilid Trom the vers besl hackers on
L. M. Ipanx: wwis apprehended

Mumber of NMon-Cybers on the Cybernet

/

A\

L~ | [V

known) became general knowledge, it was only & matter
of time before people started trying to hack it. Cruising
the Cybernet has recently transformed into a legitimate
hobky, althaugh the anly megacorp to take subreality
seriously has been Cybertronic.

1]
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Cardinal denounces Cybernat
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while electronically embeszling funds
[roam cne of our subsidiory banking
trnsts, O Secorily team offered him
ncholee between incarcération amd o
iresr,”

“Soyon st a ceimbonal 1o nomiter
SO EOIpAny s viksl nebwork ™

“Ioy, iy, lmpaet cof in, “Trosi?
Sy, somehody's always walchin!
you i Anb-ree, Bl [ wonldo't cross
‘e now, anvwiy, YRnow! Sul-ree |5
Ireakin Tantastic! Yoo think Ud sk
grettin® ent off Bram my (15 Nooway,
norn-0l Mot s ether-rman, 'moon o
bt cirewil Lo Sirvana, brother,”

I puadbed v javw wp ofl the Moo,
shionk oy leadd, amd earitinioed, 1
hadn't expected anything like this,
“ai Eive me some haed informestion,
Imipaet, Is subrenlity ceally lile ovber-
space? We'se gl read virlual reality
fiction, 1= Ciyherronice’s netywork
reindly that advoneed

“Yeah, baby. Dhan®t o dloubi i, Mo
helmet, no fanky sensor gloves—ins
peere VI Buls-ree sucks in your con-
sCionsmess and twists it into whalever
yo winnl, Most Cyb's Took just 1ilie
they do here in the HCEL Beoooor-ing,
Eecurily eols loose thongh, man. M o
b superhero called |:I:u|:l.|||.'|! i =rih-
o™

Tlpton interrupted onee again. 1
was olwvions she was woeomlorable
arund this decidedly non-corporate
hacker, “The networl, is indesd m
viFrual eeality, though as vom ko
we call it suhreality, AL Cyherteanioe
eneciives are abile bo ok Dnto g e
mnvird ol ool oet oo business in
Hds wirtuwal world, This allows (1 Lo
commmricate with the verions com-
piamies that form the Cybertronie eorn-
lomeration. "

FEounds like the network gives you
i real arbeantage over the eampatl-
L, Yas its crention ane of the reas-
sons Cyberironie grew so quickly?™

Tiptin modded ot didn’t offer any
farthet details,

“Ukey. &0 whal nboul the ramors
it Hhe nebwork has been invaded by
Hie Dharlk Legion?™

Tipton started to wnswer But Impuc
el rer ol S0k, veal, manl P've seen
things eraepin® aroml in there that
o wounldml he—"

“There is no ovidence 1o s
thiat!" Tiplon inteevwpted, I was like
wilehing i compuler crash swhen il

gls o conflicting instruetions, Her
stock answer didm't sit well seith
Impaet’s admission.

e just been samrnoned o an
imporiant meeting,” Tipton suddénly
said. ="' afeald P golng o have o
coiiude his iptervien,” There's o
Migker rom the inside of hee HUD
Elasses. ok 'm belting that whialever
messase just popped up theres told
her o get rid of me qoick,

o problem,” answered, | aioed
upand seufTed oy things back inany
satehel, Inpas was slnking his hear
bl amd Torth like he's reading
surmelhing dn the nside of his own
HLUTY. These peagple have gol priviale
communicalion down b amart formo.

Iinteriude

Thant shovaldd gives yon an fdea ol wlal
Eind of peaple svork ab Cy hertronic,
All of them seem Tnmatically loval ti
Eer vogtpy, oo Eoy their individoal
dspartments eapecially. Ik aeems
strange thal they lickad o similams loe-
alty to thedr previous employers. 1
haadn't expected any of them o say
urnvihimg nevy, but 1 had hoped 17d
learn more fronn the way they said
something than their actual words
inighit otherwise reveal. Dwas rlght.
Tipton lost control when Impias did,
almost Hhe a gliteh in a compuler
progrim will set ol o chnin reactinn
of progressively greater crashes wntll
the whole system Iocks up, There's an
fnportant lessomn o b learmed there,
lelolie=s.

Al any rate, Dwas writing up the
interview when I ot a call from a
well-Hnown “information broker,”
Freddie the Rat. Freddie lves inoa
fowe-rent slum only a few Blocks from
onr ilTices hore at The Dinae Foloe, |
thought e was hard-up lor cash
when he told me a chasseur had been
lired Irom Cyhertronde and was Uving
ir his building, It was an amazing
coincidence, getting such a lneky
Bireak just as T was writing this article,
Mvow mavike I'd gel a candid view inio
this workings Gl this mysterions
TTHE R R,

The Kicker

Alashi Nance is going through & diffl-
et e, You see she's jual lost here

sergeant Wanda Wilma Olmos
Position: Soldier for MCR, cur-
rently stationad with a Doom-
trooper force In San Darado,
Interests: Combat training, lif-
ting weinhts, self-improvement.
Turn-ons: The saund of breaking
bones, the smell of napalm in the
marning.

Turn-offs: Crybables (not CHI-
babies), Incampetence {particular-
ly In Doomtrooper teammates),
Lifestyle: Extremaly active. The
MCR is her life. When on one of
her rare RER excursions, she likes
ta participate in bare-knuckled
brawding.

Marital Status: 5till looking for
the rlght man,

jobrwith one of the most poswerful
organbzations i the known universe,
Shes shiort and stocky with roven-
black bair, brown eves amid halfl a
body muade of bloe metal. The el ball
iz aweel, the right [ deadly, She is an
angel Fallen from grace with Cyler-
tronic—i chasseir.

I woent to Atasha's ramshackle
apartment and knocked softly on the
warped door, She leb me in and nod-
ded cagerdy when I lold her 1 was
wilth the Foice Here was a lady with o
alory 1o tell, Ataghi slumped against a
riin-soaked wall while Isat on o crate
and readied my notepad.

“How it youu lose your position in
the chasgenrs?™ 1 said with all my
furirenalisrio taet,

Alasha looked awey, as 1F she werne
calling upon her eyvborg mind




» Face of a Faceless Entity

recill her answer, “The mindwipe
didn't take,”™ she answersd.

Mindwipe?! Tasked excitedly. Was
this prool that Cybertromnic hrainwis-
hed its cmployees?

Tes, All recrults are mindwiped fore
ot yeir You can huy” back your
- memories alter that iF you wanl,®

-~ HhM 1 slghed. That was news, bt

nthing that would really Kick off my

newy series,

“Chassenrs are lnken from the
near-tdend or the motilsted." Atasha
conlinued with glized eyes. She wis
obviously remembering whislever
disaster had hrooght her to this fale.
“Iwas a pilot foe Imperdal. T lew a
Barracuda support erilt™ She looked
ol me steangely, maybe tryinge to fg-
o ol 11 1 woneld Delieve whal she
wis abont (o tell me. “Cyleertronic
Dlogmirooeers Were moving in on a
nepharite steonghold on Segomia, an

b asterokd near Victoria: My mission
wits Lo ke sire e Dack Legion
wor Lhal batile. | dicd it bl o Baside
v e Eed e Biebng dovwn my Barraco-
el Thes pecros didn’t leave much for
thie reseuse Weam 1o find.”
Iseribbled friously. This wis &
conapiracy that could call for infer-
L vention by Gardimal Dominie Bimselt
» Bmme people thouwght Cybserinoni
wiis in lengoe with the Dark Legion,
Bauit Deeres wwns Aot oane wlie il 1es-
Lily that it swas Dmperial whio wias bl
ing ot the necros. Even betler, Vicio-
ela wias o of the moin mperinl
L holdings, I had @ cim-crew there
] whien Lhe battle ol segormin ook
pliace! T eould twste the SNeo-Puliteer]
Atasha continued when she saw 1°d
ittt wp, =l prerinl lixed e i and
i Eave mee o pension, bob Cyberromis
Temeghil” my comalose remains and
atuck me in this chassis.” She poinied
in her metallic body. "Cyvbertronic
nsually wipes the mind of its nesw
recriits. Mine didn't take, Memorics
of sl |owens andd what ' dome kepl
! surfacing, | Nashed doving o taining
i guercise pnd wisted o sgund of our
owr chasseirs, [ was relieved of all
rank, bul Cyiertronie didn’ wantio
[pek me away when they Toond oul
whor. D gniess they ligured i1 wics
Imperial's fault, not ming. So 1
becime & [reelancer.”

I'was praclically drooling o, “54
Cyvbertronie never told the Brother-
fowd about Imperial’s tredachersy?™

Moy Alasha shook e T,
“sipee they hivd Goopered with my
mind, there wias no way io prove thial
oy memories weren't simply
implants"

This was fantastle! Maybe Cyher-
trommic bl B ow Ty abil pl'urrl'I Leidl |
wits wilh thes preess! Foonld say wiil-
ever Dwanted.

“Thanks, Atnslia,” 1 shook her
heasy mietal o awlwardly. =I'm
going 1o goosell this 1o the Fadce, 111
bring you hack hall the money,
okay? Hey, don't think I'm an idint.
Giving Aashia ballile Fofoe's Fee was
nathing. o make ten tHmes thit in
“pxolusive™ Interviews when the story
Baakess, Tre i anesantinne, this swould
rinkas sore ey inlormant dido’ starve
to death.

Atasha nodded her thanks as [ ran
Fegerny Hie woom, Pakipped down fhe
shavies, bolled into the Street, and
conghl a hever-taxi baek 1o the offi-
ces il Tie Lunae Fodee 1 sal up all
il rpringg this stery and thinking
ol all the: laurels my associabes in the
press corp wolld bang around my
deserving neck,

Whien the whole mess was linisted,
I erashed om my coweh and sipped on
a cup ol eoffee, The somn was st
corming up, i the chiel wonld be in
in i hour, Peoaldn’t sleep anywiy,
a0 L called ap the fle ape our cam-
creyy had shot afiter the hattle of
SgorTiiin.

VWhisk 1 saowr mmuivdes e spill sbearming
jovn pll over mysell You ean check
anel iy alnged shest isdes A0 vou don’l
lediewie e,

Thuee fookigge: shavved Impecinl®s
Clan Palading hauling in a mined
transpart. I b tiken a hit o desp
sprtee el desommpressed, The elans-
[olk insice were desd, bob the pilots
hul been wearing vace-sults and
worre UL alive, Oae all e swid o
voumg wornan whio looked Fumiliar 1
told the groove fube o Zoom in. The
namie Nance™ was clealy stenclled
ofn o al the pilers shoulders.

Atasha hocda't Oown o Barracuida
tisal dov. Bhe hud fown'a beansport,

iy

N A

Doctor Leonard Maistyk
Position: Engimeer at ELAC
Interests: Work, work, work—
and chess,

Turn-ons: Chess, redheads, anyt-
hing intellectualky challenging.
Turn-offs: Ingratitude, disturban-
(.

Lifestyle: Physically sedate, men-
tally active. Works 50+ hours a
week, Struggles towork out 10
hours a week on Cybertronic's
mandatory schedule. Is reasonably
cociable and really enjoys Cyber-
tronic's regukar think tank conven-
tions.

Marital Status: Marriad—to his
job

I thasght back toowhiat she acd
slil, *Thery ied B iy o Jrrmiie et
M el weren ' sirply
dneprlants, " Cyhertronie fad implanted
memaories in Ber, I iope vou el wihial
'mi telling you, L reader, My
interview with M, Tiptoen went so
will shes thomght she'd threw o
public-relatinns bonns, Atashn was
o these Flsse memories and -
predl Josiges so0a loud-moothed reporter
like mie swonld leak nasty fumors
abeonet Imperial. 'l been sel up,

Digwes thinl pul Gy berironic in leagoe
yiith tha Dhark Legion? Mo, it's just
goeiel business, Tot Pm sl booking,
This rving reporier’ i=n'l dome yel,

[ el s.

This week's moral: Don’t believe
e prything you read, Even 00 inthe
Ly Foiee.




Cvberizing

By Dik QUIGLEY

mogizine, I'm suee same of o

bave decided Hial you'] fike to sign
up with the loltest up-ond-coming
megacerp aronmd. For all vou deone
wannobes, have one pieee ol advice:
forget 1L

By noew you shonld lave Meared
onil for vourselF ot foe the less men-
tally gifted amongst you, Pl spell it
onak b !l‘|'r1 Liaded Lt leers:

CYBERTRONIC DODESN'T TAKE
JOB APPLICATIONS,

Face It Tolks, this eorps gol one of
the most sueeessiol intelligenes oper-
ations aronmd, They make 1 their
business b0 Know your business. 17
FOUPE someone that they'd ke o
Bavve om their team, they'Il contact
youn But don't hald vour breath.

D't g avvay ||i'\»:i||r|_|-:ri||ll_-||I
fhowghs I yon really want Lo sign up
wilh the chromed kids, 've zol o few
sugEestions Tor vou.

1) Be the best thal you can be. Ask
dafeap e, Fromn their lop execotives Do
Uit janitorial staff, Cyberironic gnly
Iires the beal, | Know Tor some of

Hl'h'r cliecking out the rest of this

S, geliing an offer om Cybertrands
i simply 8 prestige thing, That®s sy
yisll can alwiays see somie Banhaosers
crying in their beer about why Cyber-
Iromie hins vel o approach thene Most
ol these people will tell vour Hiey e
1o loval to ever leave their enrrenl
certpr, bl they really wanl o aifer,
they're making a mistake by saying
thal.

2% Want the joby IF you only wiint
Hie job olTer o snlisly yeore egao, forel
il IEH never come, Moome hadever
turned down & Cybertronic job offer,
tlespite some pathological liars®
eliims to the conteary. (Feal (e (o
tell your buddy swho siavs he's b
severil offers from Cybertronic Tt
he's fall of ik [T he concome opowith
ineontravertible prool o aek up bis
clato, PIFbe hoappy o plaster his pic-
tire all across the Foice.) There conlid
e i mmber of reasons foe thiy, ol
the wuth of the matter s ondenialle,
Who Knowws, though? Maybe the rei-
son nakkody eyver tums the Cybers
clovvre is due e sommé i contraol
deviee, but iF you want the job. they

=

wonn' e Do vwalaie iL an v any-
how,

53 G MIAL You might be surpelaed
at the number of Cyberromic employ-
ges ihal were declared mizsing in
pection {by another megacorp ) thi
tem np @ Fesw vears Bater under U
auspices of the HOY Fhis is o pretty
driestie approach; thoosh, s many
more iy several orders af miegnilu-
de more ) MIAS never toren up ol all,
That's wihy they'ré “missing,”

IFmone af this works for wou, ['m
sorry, bl you're just zoing to have (o
plug alomg ot youre old job in the dim
Bspezs Hhnd yoo might hipve some
strale of hrilllence that brings you (o
Cyhertromic’s altention, Or mayhe
yurr compiny will be Bought up by o
Cybertronie hiolding company., Then
someday later, mavhe even yeurs
From now, you'll end up part of the
Latesl hateh of Cyler-drones, woondee-
ing lusww it all happened b v,

Liet's put f this WLy I i T
v, 1Tt iappens, make the most of
il Inod, e'est lavie, Enfjoy your free-
diom while ¥ou can,




e Cutfing Edpe

I DIk QUIGLEY

ihertronic, like each of the other

sgacorporations, is more than just an

nployer, particularly to its employvees.
5 a culture unto itself, and in each cul-

re, certain things are accepted as

sing fashionable, while others are not.
L 5o what do Cybers, those bastions of
«hno-conservative thought, consider

pol"T What, in their parlance, is

vired” and what is "tired"? After con-

iting dozens of interviews with both

w2 Cybers and their drones;, the Voice

# tome up with a list of what's up

ith those that wark for the newest

egacorp and what's not.

fIREDY

yoertronic
he Board
nrome

ythedermis

rain Grease
Nasseurs
HrAs51Ers
iplomacy
Trngue
yoercunty
=HQ
STMOFmen
fic chips
lion

e Lunar Voice

TIRED

Everyone else
The Brotherhood
Flesh

Chrome

Ticker

Criginals

Tanks

War

Bullets

The Dark Legion
The Cathedral
AlPs

suits and Ties
Wires

The Daily Chroniches

The Voice’s Last Call

By Walter Wilberg

Dvear L Foder Beaders:

Permil me o introdoee myvselll My oome is Walter
Wilberg, and | am a Viee President of Cybertronic’s Viego
division. I am pleased o anmones that, due mostly io M.
uigley's efforts to publish this issue of The Laeae Pofee,
Cyvbertronic has decided o announce that we hayve
purchased this magazine from Mr. Quigley in its enlivety.

As editor amd grandaon of this augast pubilication’s foan-
e, Mr. Quigley is a vital part of this magazine's idenlily.
Were it not Tor bim, it would be a diflerent magazine
entirely. As such, we have made arcangements with Mr.
Chuigley 1o keep hit on as editor ol the magazine Tor as
lomz as e shoold Tike o remain in that post YWe at Cyber-
lromic are lnokinge [eward toon long and prosperos
relationship with My, Chuigley, aomd we bave beco assored
tal be Feels te simie.

Howw will 1his alfect the magazine's conbent? Mot ol all
This very issue, lor instance, which Tocuses on Cybertronic
bvs ol Deen altered in the slightest Each of the articles
has been poblished exactly as submitted by the author,
with only small chianges being made twadjost improper
grivmnur or spellings.

As many ol vou are already aware from Me. Quigley’s
Fumouns editorial rantings, it hos become mereasingly dilli-
cult for an independently published mogaesine o remain
linanecinlly vinhle in today’s competitive marcket, THs
arrangeinent with Cyberlronie will soon allow The Lanar
Fodee 1o zo 1o a slick full-color formial, the sorl thal is
almost o prevequisite or altracting new readers these days.

Lol me assoee vou onee again Dl withe M, Choigles still
lirmmly at the Fafes's helm, this will stll remain a whally
unbiaged source forall of your news necds, As Mr. Quigley
pointed vul inan article in this very issne, e Poice is the
Favorite magazine ol many Cyberrooie ecmployees, and wie
el that veer el ol et this voiee in the wilderness fade
away,

We al Cybertronic and The Lunar Foiee look Forsward Lo
vour continwed support, Thank you very mech.

Sincerely,

Warren WiLsen:

VI* al Palblic Belations
Cvhertronic Corporstion
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IN WHOSE HANDS WOULD
YOU FEEL SAFER?
=

(T

ol

For response time, rate of perpetrator capture and property recovery,
and percentage of clients safely rescued from dangerous situations,
Cybercurity simply can’'t be beat.

We have an exclusive number of security contracts available now for
a limited time. Cybercurity might be a bit mare expeansive, but what
price would you place on your life?

Contact your local Cybercurity post and apply now for Cybertronic-
guality protection. You won't regret it.




HOW T.0 CREATE A

" CYBERTRONIC

CHARACTER

J ust a5 Cyberromic differs from the other
megacorgenitiong, so do Cyhers [as those who
wirrk for the newest megacorp are Koown| differ
from the rest of luamaity, They are intriguing char-
acters, shrowded in mystery. and aften their orging
iare & misungderstood as their mosivations.

Since the Founding Doy, Cybars have taken the
human warlds by storm, and wherever they have
pane, it seems thar controversy bas Rallowed, They
are o secier sociedy with a public froe made of silicon
anth chrome, impenetrable by those who do ot share
their high-tecl meas,

Rumors abound about these pecple. They are
miniens of the Dark Soul, a wew ancd sinister pirt of
tie Dark Leyion dedicated to fostering decay within
the very hear of humankinel. They are heartless auto-

N
o

s

matons, brainwashed bulfoons doing the bidding of
their all-von buman masters on the Board. They are 2
small cadre of penplu thiat riredy venture ferth from
the fortified walls of the HO, They are everywlere—
mavhe somesne i your Gioily has already gpone aver
to tleeer sede, They are out to destroy us all.

Mo ane an the outside of the company has ever
managed to glean the truch of the matter, althoogh
there is a great deal «f doubt that they would be able
T recngnize such i truth should they ever lappen to
samehow unearth it Potentially more sinister ver is
the fact that very few people who work Tae Cyles
tronic are any mare enlightened than those on the
outside, This hardly matters o the Cybers, thougl, as
few of them are ever curions encugh to question
their gaad fareune,




Life ns a Cyber i a blessed one, Cvbers are treaved
hetter than the members of any other megacorp, and
much betrer than these thar lve ouside the mega-
corps purview, They eat well, and they have many
comfoits. Tlhey are provected by e best secuiaty in
the system. and neither the Dok Legion nor the
Brotherhoad Lkl aoy Far for them.

It s the dregm of many peaple to someday be-
come a4 Cyber. After all, to be a member of Cyber-
tromic is o be acknowledged as being among the

best there is ar whar you de. Cybertronic is no-
roricasly pi-e_'k:,' ahout thie kind -:r|'|:-|.'|:|;1]|.= I|1|.'_'|.l rEcril,
amd the benefits are obvicus.

Others dread such g thing, They bave leard e
tales of kow peogle wha have disoppeared have
resurfzced later in Cvbertronic's ranks, “vibrant shad-
aws’ of the peaple that they once were.

Fithier wiry wou feel, iFyou end up pliying o Cyber-
tronic characrer, alwavs keep one thing in mind: Ge
wserl tix heing in the darkk!

GETITING STARTED

Creating a Cybertronic character is different than
|J|.'1.'i.=:|=|g iy other ot Tlie main reason for this s
that, when it"s all said and doeng, the plaver sll
kimows very lotle about the character, Bost of e
information that's knowm about the character is kept
gecrer by the G, doled out an inerements 1o the
player only as needed,

If o stll wamt Lo creale o Cybertronis chamcter,
you're ging o have o ask your GM for helg. He ar
sl i oo o be as invelved in this [REEsS % Vi
are—mavhe even more so. Bead over the marterial
Below and think aboul your mese character belone
you ask for vour Gh's help, Playing a Cybertronic
character 15 defisitely wol for eveibudy, I ocan be
reswareingy and a Bot of Fun, but you have o give up a
certain degree of cantrol b exchamge for your clai-
acter’s poaver [iFin has anvl),

To creace & Cyber, wou must go through the
f:|l||1wing alatas:

I. Choose whether you wane to e a WAL or a TIFF,

2. Choose wour Fillar (RO, ATM oz BWI).

J. Generate your basic capabilities.

4. Bell 3 times on the Cybertronic Bvents Tabie,
(These are your adolescence events.)

S0 Boll 1dX-E 16, This 18 your age.

GO Dhivide vour age by two (round downl, Boll that
aaany Haes o the Cybermrandc Evens Talde.
(These are your special events,)

7. Generare vour skl plcks an the Cvber Stails
Table,

B, Determine swhicl oybermetics [aF any| vou have.

UP TO IT?

Tliere are Dwio witys Lo join Cyvbertronic, Yo wither
have ta be killed and resurrected, or vou have o be
recriitad and braiweseshed. Ethes way, wouar past is
wiped cdean from your mind. A new Cyber has no
[IsL b renventler, which is Jusl [, simoe ha o she
is going to be spending a lot of time getting wsed 1o
e nesy Cyhertronie lifi,

This doesn't mean that your past woin't coms
ik 1 haent vou al seme peint, thoagh, I's jus)
that you may not recopnize it when it does, especial-
Iy ar Nirse.

There are basically twae types of Cybers: Wads and
TIFES.

VACS

VACE are the drones of the company. if Cybertronic
can be said oo have such pesple i their raks. To
people on the outside. YACs scem like brainless cops
with latle 1o ever think aboul, Nothing coald e
farther fram the truth,

Trwe, the lFe of a vAC s usually fur from exciting,
Bt it's mot meant to be, VACs are the people that et
things dore ar Cebertmante. They da all the geinesal
Iahar that does't require a terrible amount of crea-
tiviny e i, and tleey dooanwell.

Moast players aren'l going Lo want Be e VAC 1o
peneral, they're not too casl, and they don't have
ton [y ressons Lo ool themselves in the kind
of adventures that players wsuzlly like. There are
exreptions Lo the mule, though. Smme players miche
find it challenging and fun oo play a VAC from 5W
thai somehow gets casght up unwillingly 0 the
middle af an intercorperane intrigue,

TIFFS

TIFEs are the top guns of Cyberiranic. While the
VACs might be the people that do the dig-to-day
stuff, ic's the TIFFs that really make the megacorp
shine, As o TIFE, you're outfitted watl the best
cybergear, complimants of the company, and vouw're
preciy much given your bead on most of the project s
vernre wiarking o, Cybeitronle kos a loo of faith in
human ingeneity, and they prize their top people
alsve all else.

Most players are going to want to be TIFFs, They
are o the top of the Cyberronic warld. They get the
most respect and have the most fun, bug they alss
are frequently in the most danger. IF you like life on
the edge of your chesen profession, though, you can
hardly find a betrer position for yaurself




If you still want to plav a Cvber, thene are tws ways to
g0 about generating a character for yourself. WACs
usis the stanclard type of character generation Foand
in the Moganr (roaicfes RRG. TIFF: uee the new
rules foundd in this book,

GETTING IN

Don't bother asking a wew Cyvbertronic TIFF about
how to get in to the company. He or she waon't know,
[IFFs sirnply wake up one day working for Cyberro-
nic, their memarics of thelr past entirely eased,
Their memories will be returped to them in one e
if they wish, but for the moment, they are entirely in
the dark as toowlio they might once have been. After
Use forst year is up, the character has the optisn to
learn afout the past and attempt to integrate the
new life with the old, This can be a painfiel experien.
ce and can lead to all sorts of releplaying oppoertuni-
s,

[ g terms, this means that o TIEF muest be rol-
feel wp drem scratch. Creating a Cybertronic character
i5.0 S-step precess outlined below,

First, you must decide whar kind of cluracter yvon
want to play: whether you're 8 YAC or a TIFF and

CHOOSE/GHARACTER TYPE

what pillar your claracter works in. Each ype of
claracter is described here,

RDM vAaC

WACE i the Research, Development and Manufacou-
ring divasion held a vast variery of jobs, They are the
prople that do all e gront work that a company
needs, They are [aborers, derks. assistands, lab ana-
Iysts, secretanes, mechanics, miners, farmers, couri-
ars, cleaners, e,

RDM TIFF

These Cybers are some of the most visible Cyber-—
tronic emplovess around. They are sclentists, movie
directors, jowrnalists, designers, rescarchers, pop
SLLCE, inventors, artists, professors, sporls stars, sur
Foons, cle

AEM VAC

WALCK in the Administration, Econmmaes and hanage-
ment division are the grease in the corparace machi-
ne, They make sure that everythang thae gets done,
Thew handie all the paperwork that kecps everything
moing, anel they make sure that everyone crosses




BEING A
CYBER

orkinye for Celier:
[ AL GUE sy
flnkine, e fivnd curly

He Drest, amoel Hhey cxpect [
Dt pirk gfthen, One wmy
Fresy oivr Llrix

1']|.'.u.||:-_;'r.-=:= it

mrared T mITETITT |

irs elrae 15
secielk. Mg,

one’s yer gob mnd Cytiers
Ir *furleneds fo see Ml
thimgs sty Hhaf i

XLRB

LR comes fir D vame-
dhess Marke e Miark
i Mk | XLRS s

oufirimasdened fo VAL TS pnmin
effiect ds todlmumer crmonig
e kil cheativint Tlis minkes
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theie s and dots their s, They are office clerks,
secregaries, accountants, bank clerks, arclsivists,
Ll rackans, maddle managers, e,

AEM TIFF

AEM TIFFs are the brilliant minds belind Cyher-
tresmic's Noanctal suwecess, They are the pcnplt that
actually manage to hold everything together., They
often ind themselves |.':||:|3|'||: up in different sorts of
corpariate intrigue, and while they generally like to
contral [hi.llg:-'. fraan belined o desk, there are times
thit they are compelled to take a more active hane.
These penple are actuanies, imestment bankers,
politicians, ambassaclars, lawyers, managers, bio-
kers, adminmsiratons, s,

SWI YAC

Those VACs thao work for Security, Warfare ool
Inrelligence are sometimnes rightfelly termed “can-
mon fodder.” They are the men and wormen on the
front lines of L'_',lhl:l[u:-l:lir.":i vt dbefiense nebwork,
Their lives are long periods of boredom {something
that daesnt affect people an XIRH) punciualed by
briel stints of intense activity, 11's their job oo kesp
their people sale, aned they take that duty seriously,
They are security guards, manitors, secretafles,
clerks, enlisted saldiers, ere,

Smce many Oyhers have already Fed full lives before
"signjm_: o™ owith thelr new megacnrpriate home,
e elemand awhale new means of generating their
statistics, Instend of choasing boaw your chametes
develops, you must randomly come up with a set of
numbers that describes vour character ab the poin
tlsar you'ie recruited intn the Cybertronic fold,

CAPABILITIES

If your're making up a VAL character, uge the charae-
ter generatlon gysatem in the Motarr Chrapicles BPG,
There is one exception to this, Once vow've asslgned
all af o lsasie Lu]h:l:lil.i[il.'!i. throaw ok vour PER
soore and roll 1d6 for that instead.

If you're creatine a TIEF, find voor Pillar on the
tahle Below and caleulate yvour statistics aceerding o
the listing.

Statistic RIM AER 5w
5TR i Edi Ilh+H
PHY adn Zdn 2da+12
COR Sda Ade lelfi+ 144
IMNT lelfi+ 14 2dh+8 2
MET lda b 14 Tela 14 lel 414
PER adi I+ 14 adi

' GENERATE STATISTICS 3

SWI TIFF

THFs waorking for 5W kave some of the most exd
ting jubs in the human worlds, They aie respanstlle
not only for Cybertronic's safery, bot Tor its intelli
gence and counter-intellipence aperations as well.
tamy players will want these kind of characters for
the unparalleled oppormunities for advenstiure thaz
their neeupations olfer. They are police officers, mili:
tary officers, federal agents, spies, counter-spies,
hl.'r.'ll:ri[}' experts, priu‘.tll:- i:ll'n.'-|.'5-:l,i_l.;,al|1rr:1 anti-ark-
Legion agents, moles, ete. SWI1TIFFs are often chas-
SOLIEE, D, l|'||.-3,' have ssvaml pl:w.'l.-rl'lll cybernetic
implants,

CUIRASSIER

These all-rabntic characters are Cvhertronic's last line
of defense. They are the wlimate killing machines,
antel livle ouesiche of the Dark Legion can stangd before
them, you like being able to knock aside opponents
like cords while nesting salely inside a nearly vl
nerabde metal body, this kind of character may be for
vou. Life ps o rabot's not foer evervone, thougl, as
there are some sovere drawbacks,

Citdrassies characters are o special case. They are
not prenerated like other characters are, For more
absout pliyose o Cuirassier, see Cnrmssiers helow,

Fipure wour combar stasties nocmally gsing these
basic capabilities,

ADOLESCENCE EVENTS

TIFFs roll three dmes on the Cebernane Frenis
Tablee. You'll notice that, unlike the standard events
tabrles in the Motanr Cloronicles REG, this alle lsis
only effects, not canses, Your own history is a myste-
ry by, althoegh the present may somedimes give
ol clues Lo v past,

It the GM's job oo come up with reasons e the
thimgs that bave alfected you, These details can be-
come important a8 you progress in Cybertronic. ey
could someday sve for maybe cost youl vour life]

Each Cybertronic event marked with o Buller (=) i
wniguie, I yon moll this event more than once, you
should ipnore that resulc and roll again.,

SPECIAL EVENTS

To determine your TIFF's age, mll 143+ 16, For
ewery bwn years over 16, 7ol once on the Cyberrmonic
Evenes Talle, These rolls represent things that bape
pened ta yau in vour years in the work force before
YOL wWere recruiied |:|_l,l l:':_l,-|:||.=rln:-|:|ii:,



CYBERTRONIC EVENTS TABLE |

2430 Roll Result
2 * You have & computerized brain.

* Remd vour ActionsRound Yalue from the ling
below the normal ane on the Conelur Statistics
Takle.
4* You have had a bone joh.

* Kead vour Defensive Bonus from the line
below the normal one on the Conrbat Statistics
Table,
6 = Raise vour MST 1o 181700 05 lower,
7 Subtract -2 from your PEE.
Your have a cybernetic arm. (Can only ger dhis
twice.)
9 * You have cybernetic legs.
1 Of\dd &2 1o your MET amd =2 10 your PER.
‘l I Add +2 to vour Brawling SV,
‘l 2 Adel +32 vo your Rifles 5V,

1 3 Add F 1 o vour Soctal 5V,

] 4 * Raise vour INT oo T2 it b2 lower,

] 5 # Fase your INT bo 100F it is lower.
6 Add k1 e your Computer 5%,

'1 7 = You don't recognize your awn face,

‘] ga’u;ld +2 ta your PER.

] 9.!"|.d.|:| 4+ 1 1o your M5T,

20 * Read your Perception Bongs Mo the line
Below the pormal one on the Combat
Satstics Table.

2 1 * Eead vour Offensive Bomas from the line
below the mormal one on the Combar Sre-
tistics Table.

22 Take one Mree Perception skill pick.

23 Add +1 to all Communtcations Svs.

24ndd +1 oo all Technical S,

2 5 Add 4+ 1 to all Movement Sy,

26 Add 1 o all Firearms 5Ws,
2 7|'|.1ﬂ|:| 41 o all Combar 5ys,

Shdl:l +1 ta your offensive bonus,
29M|:| -+ 1t your Perception and Avald SWs,

3 Add 41 to your MST and +3 to vour Incer-
rograticm 5Y,

3'] Add +1 to your PEE and +32 1w all Com-
mications SV,

3 2 Add +1 to vour COE and +2 o all Move-
ment SW'e,

3 You have a fresh patch of grafied skin on
one of vour limbs,

34' Read vour movement allowance values
from the line below normal on che Combar
Statistics Tabie.

3 5 » Baise vour PHY to 14 if it is lower.
36 Add 41 po vour BPs in each bedy part.
3 7 * Raisc your S5TR to 12 if it 4 lower.

3 8 Take two free skill picks and add +2 to all
Technical 5.

39 Add -3 to any Bagic Capability.

40 « Add four vears to your age and -+ 2 1o all
your Basic Capabilitics. Take two picks
from each field of expertize and four free picks.

SKILLS

When generating o Cvbertronic character, you doa’t
useally mer to pick what sore of skills vou get. Instead,
you mast roll on the table belaw. Find what Pillar
vour character I8 @i ane then cross-reference that
with every skill listed to find what vou need to rall i
figure the number of picks you have in thar skill,
Record the skill picks on your character sheet nos-
mally,
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Skill S RO U 1 ¥ MM, o1 P = el
b= ST T
Missile Weapoiis — Idld
Brawling - ldiG+=3
Wiestling — 43
Thrown Weapons - —  ld4+]
Molee Weapons — —  ld4+2
Marryhing — —  ldh+2

Firemrms

Handguns idd  Tdd+2 1da+4
Hiflles e 14 et 2
Light Automatics - —  ld4A
Hessvy Automatics — —  lds+2
ShoulderTomched Weapons — _ lda+1
Grenmde Lomchers - —  ldf+1
e T =T,
Administration td4  Idb+4  1dd
Cratory Ldd DR+ 1ddd
Dhealing | 1E S - [ —
Ancial Ledd  IdBE+2 14
Interrogation Idd  Idd+2  1dG

CYBER SKILLS TABLE )

11151 | A5 1 1] Y, Y, 4 on P L |
Canningg s 1da+4 tdh+d
Sleight of Handd — idb 1ds
Atealih — 1dd  TdR+1
Agrility —_ — 1diz
Climking — — ([
Flyinz Vehicles — 1d8 1di
Grgdnnd Velicles — lel 101 1A

[Technical . N T R RS 54|
Chemistry 1dia+4 — lel&
Wi Systens Tdd+4 . Idg=12
Canmgnelers Ida+4 ldd+4 1dd=4
Electrmmics 1dR+2 1dd Ielia
hdvclicame 1din =1 R 1 [
Mdechanics IdE+1 — (N
Cvbemetics fdo+4  1dd+2 1de+2
ubreality id6+4 1d8+2 idid+2
Speqnl = = SRR e L B L
Avoid 1di 1de  1db<-4
Perception tdb44  1dad-4 1dRed

TIFFs can join Cybermronic in one ol o wiys: ey
can walk b thee front door, or they can be slipped in
through a hatch in the back, feer st Most com-
monly, they are apenly recroited. They still have their
brains washed, though, and tleey ioust leave their
past behind fer oue year.,

The ather wiy Cybrers join wp 5 by being killed.
Cyberronic has amazing medical facilities, it mose
advanced than any others around. They can ravive
SOMMCGne several ﬂ:‘l!,:i dagd, |1|:-::-1.'i|:||:‘|.’| there's enough
of the victim™s body left to wark with, This i@ an
expensive and painstaking process, thoogh, so they'ne
It toozo throogh wich it unless there are ome
obvious Benefits for dolng sao.

Cybertronic only goes to the rouble of reviving
prapie who would make great THFs for them, After
all, VACs are relatively cpsy to comie by, The kind of
peaple that become TIFFS, thougl, are the creme de
la creme of the human wordds, Cybertronic's not wil-
ling ge et 3 little thing like death ger in the way of
recruiting persannel of thay quality, These TIFFs
olten have their faces surgically altered e prevent
Alyone fravm :'ﬂitrgl:li.-!i:ug tHiemm an the street,

Some TIFFs are Killod secrecly, and athers dise
openly. TIEFS that are killed secretly simply disap-
pear. None of their formes Mends or coworkers
know what appened 1o them. One day, they're
there, and the nese, they aren't. Sometimes they're
Killed by someaae wisalliliated with Cebertronic, and
pther cimes, theyre not

TIFFs chat are killed opesly die an the public eve
and actially have funerals in frono of everyone who
knows them—aoften apen casket. Afker that, thoogh,

instead of heading off to the cremacarium, their
bodies are spatched aisd browglt te Cybedtionie's
rewival center, The largest and most proficient of
these centers s Focated deep 2 the basement be-
neqth the HO in Luna,

BEECOMING A CYEBER

VACS recruited by Cybertronic know all abBaut theie
pacsts. They are hired on by the Cylberronic person
nel department. started an XLRE and assigned their
new positions within the corporate strocturs. Tl
clrugy ensures their loyalty and officiency,

TIFFs simply wake g one day wiorking {or Cyber
tronic, their entire life a blank. They have no idea
about thelr posts, aind no ane (s alyaal g tell them, ot
beast pot until theyse completed cheir first vear of
semvice. Hy that time, thelr lovalty go the corporation
15 wnwawvering, and they will continue t0 serve no
matter what might be revealed oo theimn.

IMPLANTS

Ench tvpe of Cyber automsacecally sers cortaim types aof
cybernetic implangs and has 2 chance oo have a few
athers added oi rJlIrin'l.'. recruiilrnent, Others can e
addedd later ps the Cyber's accupation requires o
perfoimance suggesls,

Tables for members of cach Pillar are shaown
belowe, Ench shaws the standard eybemetic implants
fdeseribed as “Autn” weder the roll column), plus lists
the pumber a character needs te rell o 1d20 in
arder Lo acguire any other possible implants. Make a
separate 1oll for each implant




The Brotherhood poants o the samilarities lags-
tween cyberech and necrotech as one of the damning
hits of evidence linking Cybertronic fo the Dack Legi-
i I faet, e of the cybertech is modeled afier
necrobech, I::,-'h-,'rl;rnnii._' makes i point el ciapluring
Dark Legionnaires and sodving their necotech,
Cybermronic scientists then try Lo hind ways te :|-:|.:||:ll
the cech we use in humans treated with XLES,

.~ RDMVAC |
Roll Implant
1-14 Suhreal receptors
RDM TIFF
Fuoll Impdant
Ao Subreal receptors
1-10 Subreal link
1-1 Artificial arm
1-2 Arificial leps
I-B Artificial lungs
-5 Artificial organs
I-+4 Contputerized brzin
-7 Conteal display
I-i Ulcravtolet rerinas
I _AEMVAC
Rall Implant
=1 Subreal receptors
14 Celbular link
AEM TIFF
Eoll Implant
Avlto Subreal receptors
Ao Cellalar link
1-3 Artilicial arm
1-2 Artilicial legs
-7 Artificial rgans
-2 Compaterizecd brain
-7 Comeal desplay
R UL 5§ i
Roll Imiplant
I-14 Subreal recepiors
-4 Cellular link
1-3 Subdermal armor
CCSWITIERT
Eoll Implant
Al Subreal receptors
At Cellular link
=1 Sulareal ik
|« 15 Hubclermal armoi
1«01 e jab
1«10 Cormeal |:||.'-]:-I:|]-'
-8 Infrared eyilids
1-8 Artificial arm
1-7 LIEraviaalisl pefnins
1-7 Artificial organs
1-& Artificial legs
1-5 Artificial hings
1-4 Computerized brain

They e substimiced XLEE for Dark Symmetry w0
met the tech o take, and instead of the "alien” sub-
stances used Inopecrotech, they wae a special alloy {of
both ceramics and metalsl known as cybemivm, Cyber
nivm's composition g exiremely complicated, ond s
manufacturing pracess is ome ol the maost Hghtly held
corporate secrets, 115 abso extremely difficult to make,
and this limits the supply of ovhertoch available.




THE REAL

BACKGROUND

I hee Gil noww secretly determines who the TIFF
wis before [oining Cvbertronic. VACs are win
they are, and they have total recall of their pasts.

A TIFF's backgrowsd must be kepr entirely secret
from the TIFFs player, at least until one year of sub-
Jeetive game dme has gone by, At that poinc, the TIFFs
background can be revealed if the plaver wangs, but
it by no means fus to, Some Cybers like themselves
just Tine and figure that they're better off noo
knowing who they once were,

Alrarnatively, the G3M con say et the TIFF was
discovered dead b am alley, and Cvberronic has licls
iden wh e person origioally was, Wiiles this can be
frustrating for @ TIFF that's been waiting to find

- - Roll {1d10)
Roll (1d10} Ragulr -3
1=+ Nanhans 5-h
5 HBrothorlwnd 7-8
=7 Capitol Y-
= Imperial
a Mishima
i Mone T
] s Roll (1d10)
{ [5 ]
Rall (1d10) Result :"ﬂ
-3 L i
A ; 4
4-5 blars i
L0 Mercury
=4 Yinus
1] Asleroigd Belr

IT you lave e appropriate megocorporte somnce-
bank, you can use the information therein o further
clarify details ahout the characrers paast. For instan-
ce, if you determine that the character is Imperial,
vou can then use the tables in the nperal source-
bk to randormdy detemmine the charactes's clan and
family. This will tell you a lot moie about the charac
ter tham the tables here posibly could,

Yo shoild also feel free to develop Tl characters
for each of the TIFF s direct relatives, These individ-
uals cam farm starting paints for all sorts of adven-
tures or other ways to mess with the plaver's head.

. PARENTAL STATL

oul more ahoot the pase, it can also provade some
ercellent apporunites for adventures,

The method for generating a background that's
described bere uses tables aid o Guiramount of imag-
ination oo the GMs part o devise an isteresting
background. Give should never feel compelled to use
thie talles i they have interesting ideas of thear oen
for the TIFF, though. The tables are only here to help
get those creative juices owing,

The first step in develaping o TIFF's background is
e bearn a little bit abowt the character's past. To do
that, rall an the following ables. You can also peo
these o help figore oot 3 VACS backgrouwid,
dlthough then the plaver should do the rolling, as
that knowledes 15 nog secret,

= | | FAMILY

Result ol [Idﬁﬂ}
Masth alive -6 Single
Father dead -8 Marricd
Mother dead ] Married with
fath dead 4 children
I Saingle with

- lil4 children
Result
Mone ]
One Enl] Hdm] Result
Tt -7 Reciuired
Thirer openly
Fuaue B Killed secnetly

f-10

Eilled apenly

Arpothers set ol inspirations about the trueh ehing
the characters past is bosed on the Cberrronic
Evenis Table, The canses of the ralled results are Jeft
blanks, entirely apen to the interprecation of the Ghd.
This way, the players are unable oo Gguere out their
past by simply checking the tables,

Take a look ot the cvenis the TIFF las redled for on
the Cyvbertremic Event Table. Then try to figure out
what caauld have cansed such events, Work backward
lrom the event tables in the Musant Chronicles RPG
and the various sourcebooks iF vou like, These cn
ilways ke sources of helplul apiration,



CYBERTRONIC.

SKILLS

‘ : vhers can use any of
the s&ill descitbed in

the Muatanr Chronicles KPS,

phes few others that are
unigue (1] Cyberitonic,
Mescriplioans ol these e
ekills follow,

Addigiomally, charactars can
secretly have skills available
anly 1o the corpontion ffoim
which they originally hailed,
This 26 entively ar the Gi's dis-
cretion,  An ex-Capital  5W]
TIFF, for example, migho be
prpected to have the Com-
mundn Tralning or Silent Kil-
ling skills. Because thess aren’y
genarally lield skills, theugh,
the player shouldn’t be aware
teat the chagacter has these
skills until the TIFF gets into a
situntiones where he or she
might wse the skl relexively,
For instance, if the cx-Capitol
charscier  above comes Lp
behind a Heredic, the G
shiould check o see i the
Heretic is killed silently.

TECHNICAL .

CYBERMNETICS

BASIC CAPABILITY: INT

This skill permivs a chosacter o operate cybermetic
r_-ql,|ip|r||:|'|_'|', Combined with Medicing, the charaerer
can actually implant or remove cybtrernetics safiely,
Combined with Mechanies or Electiomnies, the cliarac-
ter can make the appropriots tepe of repairs to cyber-
netics,

Mon-Cybers can have this skill as well, although
they can't wse it g0 dmplint oybesserics. This tech-
itgue requires working knowledpe of XLES, soma-
thing outsiders simply don’t ave Gaimy claim Bavhious
imlght have abaur Ticker to the contrary),

SUBREALITY

BASIC CAPARILITY: IMT

With this skill, o clamcter cm LEvigale {:_l,'|:||.'|:1.|ull|i|:'ﬁ
mformiation-based  metaphorical  construct knawn
informally as subreality, On o secceseul shall tese, a
character can gnther information abowt nearly any un-
cassilied subject, More tightly held infenmatiog can be
reached, only with much higher difficutty levels,

T progeecty be alsle to use tos sk you must love
subreal receptors or @ subreal link, Non-Cybers ansd
Cyhers wathout the appropriace cybenerics can have
this skill as well, but they always suffer a -5 madifica:
tign bo their 5%, This 15 due o the Fac that they con't
fully access subrpealicy without the praper cquipment,



| i . . i

I Evow elect o play o Coirassier, you've tiken on
i challenging rofe. You might think it's casy o
act the part of a killing machine, and in some ways,
this is true. After all, standing invulnerable amidst 2
il of gunfite while dealing death with horrifie pro-
cision can have its appeal, I0s when you need 1o do
other things that the charm quickly pales,

PARTNERS

All Critrassiers are partnered up with 3 pon-Cuiras
sier Cyher ipreferalily a plaver characier) at all times,
This partner cin change from mission to mission of
even moment to mameant, but there mist always be
ane, Without & partmer, 3 Cuirassier is o machine

without 8 cause, as it is unable to initate action onits
crwnn witbowt direcr orders.

Under certain situations, the Culgassior's partner
cin be in & distamt aren, comnected nnl} io the
machine by a cellular link, Also, If need be, the
Cucrassiers current partner cain band off the Cuirnssi-
e to-a non-Cylber, but such assignments lave o maxis
it limie of 22 houres unkess approval comes dowi
fram the Boasd fsell,

Withoat & parmer, the Cuirssier automatically
falls back on s emergency routine instructiong,
These are to secure the safery of any Cybers in the
ared and then e contact the nearest SWI outpost as
quickly as possible, On Luna, for example, cellular
[k calls would be roted immediately to the HO lor
an instant evaluation of the situation and subsequent




trangmisiind af oo orders. Oflen, tese will be o
fall back amd readezvous with a support team ar to
report in for debsieling i the misson's a hust.

FOLLOWING ORDERS

Cuwirassiers have only 8 limited amount of incelligen-
ce. Like ooy other computer, they ofien don’t do
webint o want them to do; they do what they're teld
ra da. The Cuirassier's partier msl ke as carebal ps
possible when giving the Cuirassier orders of any
kind. The airdiobd always Gellows orders as close to
the Letter as possible, and this can have disastrous
effiects I nar landled properly, Expereaced partners
are almost 35 valuable as a Cuirnssier icself.

Whein a stteatmon arises inowhich fin the GM's esti-
matian] the Cuirassicr could misinterpret an order,
the Ceirassier's ployer slould make o rall against its
INT.IF the roll succeeds, the Coirassier has managed
to alter its programimesg enough to know what o
wais its partner really wanted and to comply with
thoge orders accordingly. lerwise, the Cuirassier
raust fallow ite orders to the lecter, IFche player s’
willing w o this, the GRshoald temporarly take
contra] af the character.

THE CORE

Mosr people think of & Currissier as a powerlil

rahat, nearly invulnerable to damage and capakle of

carrying the besviest of weapons into combat. In
fact, what people are secing is just the
Cuirnssier's robor baody.

In essence, o Cuirassicr is a fairly
advanced artificial i||.I|.'3|i_|.;-L'|1|.'|.- laaase
in a virally indestructible egg-shaped
core about the gize of a baseball, This
core wsally sits mear the Cuirassier’s
well-armaored sensor arcay fess., e
heast of an Attita), The core has a single
infrared sensor for use as a daca Feed,
and it can be activated By poshing a
bution on its rear side. s shut-down
code can only be activated by a coded
infrared signal which con cnly be bro-
adcast with  special  equipment,
altheugh o Chassewr wath infiared eye-
biks can do the job fust fine,

This care can be fitted o bodies
ol all clilferent sorts, Thee maost popular
are the Attilas, but there are others as
well, The Lirger the body, the greater
the demands on the core’s intelligence,
thowgly, angd the stupider it tencs to be,
A ocore inside a Mark | Aila s Falely
smart and can alter its programming if
need be. That same core inside an Erd-
iator is taaed by the larger number of
reqguirerments the body leng, and less
pracessing power is left cver for such
nicetios &5 reprogramneing.

Far this reason, ponweriul hodies are
caly given aut oo Coirassiers wich
prperienced  partners.  Otherwise,
Cybermronic would be inprdinacely risk-
ing having o Cwirassier rn amok, The
Board frovwns on such things.

ROLEFPLAYING A
CUIRASSIER

Flaying a Cuirassier can be a real challenge, They are
emotionless, cobifly lngical and interpree orders lis-
crilly. Cuirassicrs are prograommed with o limige
|:II.'|hI:||:|iI|:I|._'|I thial makes it passible for them to func-
tion with people, however peoily, Like mast other
comgputer intecfeces, it las its good and bad points,

Cuirassier players must be careful ve fallow thesr
ordars liteeally wied not just do what they want to,
Far instance. if you'ne tald by your pastier o guasd o
corzlclar, you will di so until you're pald oo leave. OF
course, yauo can be  repiogcommed by remote
thiceigh a cellular link, but until you get new orders,
vou are baund o fulfill vour old caes,

saaant partners will work with vow to program all
serts of contingency arders inte you belre leaving
For a missber, Wiate each order down and present
these to the GM before the mission beging. Tiy Lo
make WOAIT G decs s r:|:||.-|'i!i|:' is praessible, ]:_'.a'l,'ing lici-
le raem far misinterpreration.

e pregared For the GM to take vou aside and
eaplain how yaur arders ae oo be oteipretaed. Don't
b surprised if the GMs interpretation doesn’t exact-
Iy mosh swith your owis, That's akay. Play along as
[est you cam and enjoy the ride, [t's no fair changing
vour programming uncal & faw dnin las been exposed
1o ok partner {and you can't directly alert yoLr
pariner to these flaws either).

DIAMONDS

Burie tlie MACS arinl dfie

TIFFs, tirere’ o third

class af Cyliertmimie G-
zen; thie Dianronds, Thes
o are given extredel
rreatrrent ann are afforded oo
mimost inheard el amoind of
aritlowrerny by Hhe comanfron,
Tlrey are olso unwaveris in
Hrere fopmlbe fo bz covmpany
arirel Frrve earireed Hrg brsl o
Hrern snperiors several thires
HER I:.l_ﬂl.'rl Hiese [anionds
e Clnrssearrs with o farge
mrinber of poderfinl frplants,

Tleper chmrecter TTRES con
Irecdnne Dhmnonts by adennin-
Tt ennng e prnts
Heransh ionrial wloy. Cice
et s e e srkher S hene
poinds o the servicoe af Celrer-
froie, wan e eligible for Dia-
e sdaties; Clnce v eeol
wris pot, ke o Hond chieck
aganst powr PER affen even
itafssini thal yr coumiplele, flr'
you succeed, pove decnea
Dianraped,

[hantonds get fo pick teeir
irifssians mm e iiven full
nocess fo CpPertronic's stons
af equnipnienl mind inteligence.
Tirey are the ultinode o=
i verle e il women. Tiere
ix nothnmg thal e u'u:lr'[,dd"" '
ﬁlr I'_'_'L".J'Er framie, i rfrq-.'rn'ﬁ'h
se 05 fmlmosd) e ag well,

Tlhis 15 pat o say thal when
o becarie o Dinmoma pou
sutifesnly el ar ek fod Sich
people ane fitn loa impertant
T e frovir the Feld) Yon
can fmak fireard Bo fiany
adverirres o crume, I'_.!|"rr|r1r_n_-,
ey il e cyeim mnore dme

YRS it |'J'Ju|'J'_l.' J'ur'n:lrrprrr
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PROGRAMMING A
CUIRASSIER

Between missions, o Cuirassier can acteally repro-
gram [vsell according to its partner’s orders. In
fact, with an IMT check, it can even suggest certain
IS of orders 1ots partner.

Cuirassiers have a limited number of JAragraim-
ming slets that can be lilled with skill picks, The
number of slogs is determined By the machine into
which the Cubrassier s plugsed, Many slots are
Iardwired in, e, how toowalk, so you don'c need
to vy about things like . You just have to fll
i the Rlanks,

The higher the auwilas Mask, the more slots it
has, A Mark | has 50 slots, a Mark I has 75, and a
Mark 00 {also ko as the Ultea) has 1080, Each
sbot can be filled by a skill pick on a one-for-ane
bacis, Commuinicatia: skills cameat be chasen,

Additional programs can alsoe be foaded i, like
knowledge skills of & more or less unigee nabore
sustable for a specific mission, e.g. Knowledpe of
Lura's Underground Tumiels, The maost usedul of
these is a Limited Intelligence program, Faced wath
an aption, the player can actally decide what 1o
do rather than following orders liverally. Each
point of INT over what the Cuirassier comes with
costs five shols,

Cither badies can be used as well, bat these wsu-
ally have mpst of the Coirassier's processing ability
allocated wo operating the body. For instance, a
Cubrassier eam be plugged into an Eradicator or a
Sky Witch,

Before each mission, ©ll ool & character sheet
with this Coirassicr's latest prosramming. IF you Fatl
to do so, i's assumed that the Coirassicr's pro-
gramming is the same as it was the Lst dime iowis
programimed.

ATTILAS

Attilas are covered with ssthedenmis to conceal their
mechanical pature from a cursory examination. They are
huge and always wear @ diemb gen, Most people will just
see them as moronic giants uneil they bother te cheds
therm out meere thoraaghly, but amyone whe knows anyt-
hing about them can spob one from a mile away, fake
skim or not.

ATTACKS: Heany weaporn or st ( Ddd =2
PROGRAMMING SLOTS: 50

BPS  ARMOR (AV)

H {57 I_]
Alm

Stomach
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ATTACKS: Heavy w LRI O fise | 1 +hal) ATTACKS: Heawy o o fist | leld4-6) Mﬂﬁ_@
FROGRAMMING SLOTS: 75 PROGRAMMING SLOTS: 1)
BPS  ARMODR [AV) BPS  ARMOR[AV] ifeh e arksante of Cylertmonic
Hesil 3 f Heal 5 f can prove Hat the Cyfer ds sl

A L] ; ; Arin i i Tinal e Cylreriromr, T works
Sl 4 atomach | 7 farrlewall S Hhe ofler inegs
Lz ] Leg i Corp s Irave Eeedr Kissmcemis, min
CHies] : Lhest ] yua T el see anex-Ciler offi-
cirrlly eruiliaped Dy airatfer cormis
amiy fafthomel Bardares fios,
Elne st eaf Hrein),
15, As large as Same of these Cybers aotmaliy
ol undercnver Beliee el “IL"!.' fme |'e'||i' Cylrer
fit through mast froumic or were fired, They've
Bt lirnirtivvcitiod e bplieve
therd. Honvever, thiy've alsa imor
Beenumirele peniad Bocimn it
secrets Lney coilil pass ol
; Absm, ey etieve Hliak ey mirsr
It o clhrome finish that makes them fcin dghe ritake cxunfact il dntergradnd
next to the Mitrormen along which they waally cplrermetics wizards fin el
aler coamlag, plferr eemace o dfatir o e
Cf corerse, Mhese wrzonds ane
S il warkime Far Cylber-
tromics They secrety edripsten
ERADICATOR II'I'-E_-"-’J.F-!E {7 _I'.r.[u_'r.lu'r:fr The,
it e sulyieel s e liyg-
PR e P te fem
pRCIeE Ene Eiine Simee Hheir st
WIS andl pant men oo i
Efaasi STl TuTsrics,
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Etsrt roaTi e posers Himd e
sinply iyt do pase Hremivelves
ATTACKS: | = S5WHEHID an eithe affas ex-Cybers, fietmrine ot
shouleler hardpolhe, plus eitler o e 5o dacreases Hier enipline
Titim Megablaster, 8 Mogmasoor- abulily, Stice most peaple koo
chier op & Slaughiermnsrer Chidi: witry dietfe Al Hie nvitenme™
rpperon eacly hm® hardpaant. 1 x fﬂi‘ﬁ RO, Idirs |"|:..r|".|.|'rtf
W 100 : esy fomeomuralese, M e fras
PROGEAMMING SLOTS: 25 (% aargyt Froetle fe crumpre thie fres
mirss apphy towand Kleles Wen- (10 iR
pomis. Heavy Aotoamieics,  aml Wilinr's rinue, I'.'|-'J,||'r|'n|.-:||'|'
Gl Vehicles each | eliwes [RHURE Tin pareyerel st
! ety froan perpetumiing ther
fies: Sirce the posers are as
ratecly am thve effrk mhovef fe
truths behid Cpbetronic, Hiey
et Traarellin Hirenl I Ephey
P sewrurmly, dirandition, e
trevsers diffen prmarde exceller
ennver far e real Crirertrmic
anaies, ars it s diffrelr i omls-
eders do el e dliffercamce bel-
weeil il fwr D

THE ERADICATORS
Cubrnssier plavers alen have the eption of ustng an
Eradicater hady, This is basically the same as using
an Arcda B -;l_l.'. it & saigialer af s o ikl
tically up by combat skifls using the Eradicato-
i's b WEATHILY.

The problem with acouiring ene of these hodies is
that they are relatvely rare, and vou a
liwes by o st up with & really goosd reason
cven consider letti o get your hamds

5 1H S RO EREMT: 05010
PIY 80 CHLE: 410

COR 2 AL lCH: S

INT-3 I i

MST 25 Pl + 4
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BPS  ARMOR (AV)
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o iee ol the things that makes Cyberromic so
different from the other megacorps is its
techiological wisardny. Nowhere is this so obvicus as
m e oybemetic implants found e the company's
fincst employess, & number of these ane descrbed
bsliw,

The G sleeadd Feel free to concoct new types of
implants ta fit the compaign. Dale these oot to play-
ef aivd non-player characters 25 you like. Just centens
her that only Cylers are ever pesmitted to hive such
implants. Asyome else will eventually reject thei.

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS
Cybertreaic prefess to 5o with organic replacements
instead of machines {they ger these from harvested
bodies they deern unfit for resurrection), as organics
tenid toowork better with less malntenanee problems,
IFthe user wants more power, 3 bone job can be per-
formed, Still, some prostheses lave Goomsd their way
HHIVRTETES

Artificial limbs add 45 1o the uses's STE when
uisiag that lim®, For example, if the Cyber s punching
someane with an artificaal asm, add 45 to the STE of
that Blow. This may acteally increase the Cyber's OB
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with that artack, Additionally, arificial legs allow the
user o use the line below the normal when Looking
far the Cyber's Movemnent Allowance o the Combar
Sraristicy Table.

ARTIFICIAL LUNGS

Your luags have been replaced with something more
efficient. You can now hold your breath for g o 45
minutes, Your new lungs also contain microfilters thar
make you immune 1o gas,

ARTIFICIAL ORGANS

You heart, stamach, intestines, liver and kidneys have
been replaced with more efficient models. You ane
immune Lo poison, drugs, gas and disease. Also, add
A5 e your PHY.

BEONE JOB

Pieces have been removed from the center of each of
vour long bones, The slack allows the muscles o be
reattached doser to middle of bone for greater lever-
dge and power. This decreases your height by two o
more inches, but increazes yoir 5TR by 4.

CELL-LINK

This is a built-in cellalar phone ik that allows e
user ta held phone conversations with others, The
speaker is built into the user's shull bones. znd 1
speaker is attached inside the throar, so e the
speaker mn use subvocalizations 1o hold & conversa-
tion with sameone so quictly that nearby people can-
nt hear it

COMPUTERIZED BRAIN

This is the equivalent of a Culrassier’s core, except it's
implanted in @ human body, Only Chasseurs with the
potential o beceming a Dianond (this should mcude
most player charactess) can be ftted with ane. Basic.
alty, part of the cwner's boain is removed zisd replaced
with & more efficient computer network, This coie
puter can control the bodv's autonomous Rnctions
theartleat, histamine production, et amcel can do a
superion job of interpreting and identifying SensOny
dad. For example, it can idendfe smells, determiie
ranges, identily silhouettes, wse spund 1o “see” in
tatal darkness wia synesthesiod and cven be psed 10

.

listen to a heartheat and analyze a volce for SETOSS,
thesely acting as a lie detector.

A computenzed brain cin bald 2 cemain nomber
iLdf+6) of skill picks in knowledge skills, just like 3
Cuirzssier can. With a cellalar link the Computerized
brain can get comstant data wpdates, allowing the
computer o access new skills when necessary. of
course, this menns erasing othars fiest 6o mnke room
for the new data,

The computer can even take over and the
pwner’s body iF necessany (e, if owner is uncon-
scioush, wsing all of the owner's skills as il the owner
wias awake. Communications skills cannot be used this
way, ancl all other mon-knowledge skills are ar a -1
penalty in addition to any penalties due 1o the wounds
the chasacter may have sustained. The COMPLULET can
absor imitiate ather emergency routines. like calling for
help. It com even use the owner's senses withaur the
vwmer being aware of

CORMEAL DISPLAY

This imprewement allows an onboard (e, implanted)
system to use the owner’s eye as i dfisplay screen thae
only the cwner can read. Translicent green lotters
appear below the owner's line of vision and can shaow
things ltke the time and date {which all of them do} or
neere sophisticated things like messazes from a celly-
lar link ar o computerized brain,




INFRARED EYELIDS

The characres kas Infrared sensors bullt Ingo s o
her eyelids, This allows the character to see in the
clark [with elosed ey by preking up lear patiems,
This is of limited use against creatures thar are al-
reild!.-' diead aniel ara Ewillg Gl gtan sl

INTEGRATED ARMOR

The standard armor worn by Cybers is made of 3
lighvweight. ver durable steel polished to a high
finish. It is still some of the heaviest mpterial that
can be worn, and the system gers hydraulic assistan-
cet at several key points, While not really implanted
in the user, this armor &= lsted here, becapgse the
owner controls the armoer vie subreal recepuors,

The SWI TIFFs that wge lnpegroved armor are
knowm s Mirrormen, Any such Cyber may be called
upon oo becare & Mirrernman oo any time, at the dis-
creticn of his or her superiors, Most often, though,
SWI TIFFs do not wear armor, and when they do, it's
vsisilly somsething purchased or fed from anasther
megiacarp. Cvbertronic prefers subterfuge o direc
cantact witly hostiles.

Integrated armaer offiers an AY of & throogheut
the entive body, except Tor the head, which has an
AW ol B, It also allows you to read ALL of vour com-
Tat statisties lrom the line helow the nommal one on
the Combar Sratistics Table.

LINKCOUCH

This is o link to subrealive, the consensual vieteal real-
ity mesaphor that Cybenmonic has set up as an access
shell for s camputer network. Peeple with Brain-
grease draw the images they see in subreal from their
arnn Beabit. This b5 like progromming images on the
flv. Unharked peaple {those without Seain-grense)
nuiesl wse pormal sensory input to access subreal, so
they're lorced to use VB hedmets and soliware |:|:|r.k.:|-
B,

Only people equepped with subzeal receptons can
fully &ccess subreal. For this reason, no ane around
has ever been able to break Cebertranic's securiog on
teeir subrenl-accessible systems. The Cybertronic
defenders’ links to the system are simply Lo Dkt

Moo other corporations have systems nearly as
aclvancedl, 5o they rarely il ever hotler sl securly
programs wo defend against subreal surfers, The only
way for these systems to be accessad is wia a rad-
itional punch-card terminal or via & subreal link

I you want o access proteched datz, you st
make a successful cheds against your Subreality skill,
I you Gil, you're booted our of the system, and
security is alerted to your presence. If vou secceed,
you et evervthing you're looking Fors 605 sheald sen
difficulty levels based on the sensitivicy of the mageri-
al being searched for.

SUBDERMAL ARMOR

A special weave of ballistic nyion has been implamted
directly balow the Cyber's skin. This gives the charac-
ter anm AF of 2 throwphouwt the entire bocly,

SUBREAL LINK

This is a hidden fiber-optic cable attached o its
owner's subreal receptors, (i's often hidden in a wis-
dom tooch o a recessed area on the user's neck ) The
link can be used o plug into computer netwarks and
bypass securicy on nermally shielded svstems. In this
wiry, Lhe Cyber can Lap into a non-Cybaiionic com-
pucer syscem for even a camputer-controlled system,
primative 25 e mighc ke by Cybermtronic standards. Fos
instance, a Cyber conld ke contral of an lmperial
securiny systaim (i cauld tap inta it propesly. Doeing
this requires a computer control consale ¢4z, 3 Link-
Coucl ar a compaterized Lrain).

SUBREAL RECEFTORS

These are mesallic plates implanted in thee rear of the
awner's skull. They allew use of & LinkCouch te go
subreal {enter cvberspace]. They'ne usoally hidden
beneath a layer of synthedermis and shiclded witly
white noise generators o present unwanbeel feed-
back. TIFFs can drap the shiclds and moniter un-
shiglded [mon-Cyberimnic) links, piggybacking on
unsuspecting subreal surfers,

ULTRAVIOLET RETINAS

These allow the wser Lo see in the dock by Iooking
into the ulravicler end of the light specirum. They
give greal night vision using ambient light from the
sky (even at nightl, but they'ne useless indoors unless
tee characrer 15 wsing a UV fashlighe, Outedoans, the
awner can even read by starlight,



AUTOCAB

(A.K.A. HEADLESS HORSEMAM)
This is an unstaffed cab, the like of wikich can be
fownd all evder Luna, but nowhere else (yer), They are
automated cabs controlled from o central dispatch:
er's office i the HY, They are prefermed over other
cabs, a5 there is no chance that theie drvers will try
o rads thedr customers.

They are about two to three thnes more expens
sive, though, and it's hard for the average person to
ged one. Cvbertronic employess always love prior-
i over all ather potential customers, Top speed is
100 mph, although they can rarely 2ot moving tiat
fast due 1o wraffie.

MOUSER
(AH.A, FAMILIAR,
THE CATIMNATOR)

The ity of Luna is covered with
rodents, and where there are
rats, there are cats. Some of
these cats are not exactly whig
thiey seem. They are, in face,
robotic  facsimiles  creaged by
Cybertronic to act as their eyes
and ears across luman space.
Few people bather to ke no-
tice of 8 smay cat wandenng
aboir, wisd Mo sers——fully auto-
mated pseudo-cats—uake advan-
age of this o ger into places
human-sized spics mever could.
Some modeld linve been created
that can acceps a Coirassier os a
pilar.




THE PARASLIDER
(A.K.A. HOVER BIKE. BUZZBIKE)

This i= a single-person craft that skates along on a
visshion ol aic rather than g set ol wheels, The system
of fans 1= s complicated thac it cam only be operated
b o Coirassier, One is incladed in each vehicle, To
prerceme the Cuirassier's ractical Bmitatiens (they
wann't by programmed g do everghingl, the it
bike is driven by o Chassewr amached directly vo the
craft by o subireal link, Flowver bikes are osally anmed
with twin autecannons, ane an each side of the craft.

Himewe hover hikes run on a coshion of o, I|1|.~'_|.l =in
generally pvpid the effects of mpst terrain (except, of
corrse, rees amd other ohstacles that rise Trom the
grovndl. Also, they can pop ug o haighes of thiy
leet For short periosdts of time, enioying all the advan:
tages that height can biine. A that height, they are
ternhly unwieldy (check against the driver's Flying
Vehicles skill each round), so i is rare to sec one in
|.|II.' Aar rl:I:I' Il::lIIH.

The front wheel is a propeller, much like is found
an thae tail of a kelicoprar. Lass paiticelar bikers have
been known to ride down their foes with the bozzing
hlades [Mumages: 1da+7, make a skill check to retaln
controll.

| THE PARASLIDER

il 2 el m

i Sl

Action Radines: 200 miles320 km.
Combat Badias: 1 milea 160 km.
Paylpad: —.

Armament: T S5WHNKI autoc ; b
Armor: Chiohh ), Cnly apgplics o

attsicks from this [ront.

SHRIKE (A.K.A. SKY EYE)

This is a small, ying spy plane designed 1o look like
a mediume-gized hiswk cicting lugh above Euna's
streets, Cybertronic staffs them with Coirassiers and
usgs them as spies. To doce, mose of te e maga-
corps have discovered their existenoe. When they do,
you can probably expect the skies of Lunn o be
purged of birds, af least until some other sort ol
countermezsure can be founcd.

SHRIKE

thiH eightAWideh): Tmd02mdIng,

Fayload: —
Armament -
Armon —

THE ARMADILLO
(A.K.A. HOVER TAMNHK,
CUISINATOR)

This haver tank, like the Paraslider, rides on a ceshion of
atn. I ds also piloced by a Coirassier, but due to its greater
weight, it is impassible Tor it Lo attain any height greater
Chan alsor pon feer off of the orewnd. Sll, ic can negotinoe
up to 45 grades with some ease. The hover ok emiploys
awer ol recnoilless rifles and o recoilless cannon that uns
directly through the center of the crafi. To aim the gun, the
cuirassien nust D the ank to divectly face its target. Any-
one cought under the Armadillo’s blades will be shredded
i seconds [Damage: 11047 Thes the nickname the
Cuisinator.

THE ARMADILLO

Dimensions [LengihHeighiWidih)
Cresgn 2 Culrassaer and Chossetr.
Engines: 2 Cyberwerks 4100,

Mhax 5[":':1:'-' 8il ||||1|1"|:!-|:I kmh
Action Radius: 250 milx

1L A ism.

Combat Bodise 150 m
Payload: Lip ko 100SW] tr

Armament: | Tioon Mecablasier 0 main tirrer.

2 5SWaNs. 1 on 3
Armor: Chobham B (A% 90 Keinforced In the front

o AV 14,




SKY WITCH
{A.K.A. FINWHEEL OF
Doon )

This is a small, light helicepier stalled by a
Cubrassier. It totes a couple of heavy machine
puns and a rack of missiles, It's wied far mili-
tary recoibiabisanee and quick  raids.
Although wanderful toals when wsed progper
Iy (dug to thelr fearless pilots and their nim-
blenessl, Sky Witches are notorously dumhb
craft. They can do only what they are told to
do, and they can often be confused by un-
usLil aneusers.

SKY WITCH

Demensions [LengdiHelohowidehl: 2mEmd b,

Crearr 1 Cule I

Engines: |

Max Spead: |

Action Radixs:

Combat Radius: 15000

Payioad:

Armament: 2 55W 4 HRP, GO0 missi]#s
| Ik [+ 15} F

Armpr: Chobha

culFd ] km,

RAVEMN
(A.K.A. THE MIRRORED
MONSTER)

The Eaven is a high-tecl stealth bombier pilot-
et by o Chasseur/Cuirassier team. Weapois
are deployed om retractable blisters that
cower thie botbam of the plane. 1o is easily vis
ble b the sky by the sun glinting off of it mir-
rored  carapace. Stll, enemy  angi-aircralt
weapons luve a hard time finding this target,
making it one of of the mosc fearsome things
in the sky.

RAVEN

{LenothrHeieliravidth s 20mSmisSim.

Payload: Lip 1

Armaments
(Damages 11

Armon Chobhim

s
>
I LTINS

STARLING

(A.K.A. THE CHROMEBIRD)
The Starding 15 the fghter version of the Raven. ITs lighter aimd
faster and is mostly used for reconmeissice, 18 con also be used
a5 support For ground troops, but this is rarely done, as Cyher
tronic almast never enters open caombat that would requine such
asalatance. Sull, some Starlings hiave been seen in service backing

up other corporate farces o joint operations.

STARLING

[WHeigheWidth): 10mSEme Sm.

(Mamages 1d
Armor: Chinbham B iAY 6



described in the Modanr Cheomicles REG (o
weere nol described 0 Mall),
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CSAJ400 SERIES
Cyvbercurity builds one basic kind of sword
buile for excellent chose-In wark i hand-to-
langl eombat, The Combat Sicle Arm <00 s
simply o standard sword; and it's preferned
by SWI punsts amd used as g ceremonial
blade by the AEM. The 41 lhas an eleciro-
stupmer bl o G make a MHY check
agalnar a diffiewloy level of 15 oF be srimied
for dd muncdsh, The 202 has amonomioless-
bar blede, moking Ic shomper than =, The
A0% inpects a kool drug into wictims
imake o FHY check against @ difficuley level of
14 o [aiss Q] Tlye A0 has a superheates
biacle (it goes np oo 8007 ) which adids oo
lethal porential,

4 401 403
WEIGHT: i1 4.5 ] i s 4.
LEMNGTH: 117 120 . 17 1]

i [ (i} 5 fi
Damage ['IH:I: 1cld 1cld 1™ eld b= |
Damage (ZHi — — — - -
Lost: G, 00 SR, E R 10EI00 123200




CSE6O0 SWa100
Al Known as theGuiripper, the Cham N : ; MAGMASCORCHER

S [k T A0 i b P B o Cine ol the few '-1..I|L'I'I.I:|I1||.'I|l.I.'I_'.'.l'\II'||'|5.||||
AR LayTEne 15T I g i ¥ u
] !'- e 7 i the market, the SYW2 100 comes i a el (1292}
anything leanvier tham a sul-mnckhime zun, F e A :
. - T fed hand held sersin ancgd 5 version fos The Magmascorcher (lncinesator 99) is o
It makes o mice addition o any heays ] g : 1
! e vehicles. The advantage of warer-cooling iAo es pecily |:|I.'|-||-||'I|.|:I for the Eradi-
weapons,  adding much-needed - cose : ] I .
. ; s of course thar the barra| 150t overhiea- Gilaxrs, Thie double bnrels easures high
combar 2 1o wsipons that are otler- = ik B
i 1 ted due to long bursts of fires the drim: reliabilioy when one barrel reachies a crit-
wise uaeless in tight guenrmers. i y ] . 4 :
; hick being the veelsht ol the conling sys- ical temperaiure the weapoi automati-
WEIGHT =X y
Lo, . J cally shifts over v the ather while conl-
LEMGTH:! [ ] : -
TR # Motes the SW4100 55 actoally cooled ing the first o,
. Damage (1H): g . by & nitrogen-based fuid that is extreme- Note: the Masmbscorcher's stream of
' Damage [EH:II Iy inflammable. On each flimble, roll o fire Is five squires wide instead of this
: Al A& resuly of “1° means e i | normal ene. Two consecutive spceessful
Cist= A2 = : ;
hvdrant catches fine and explices, Boery- Munled rolls must be made in order
o within three squarcs ot the e of avnidl iEsarracks.
the explosion takes & BP ol damase inall

C5B6e0G by pagts each CR, instead of mornal 1 W L M AINC
fhis is the Gl s Bayonet G06, orhii- e, 90,00 g 109 o _E T
wize Known as the Saughremiaster, This i RANGE 5TR KT JE
i5 8 hge chainsaw onet that can only y L G025 )] I 7

b vsed properly by an Eradicator Death: s DAM COST
droid whein attached to a0 Titan Megnblas- : . - Ad204 20 BRI
ler, - ! RAM
WEIGHT: +5 = - L4
LENGTH: +350) i
5THR: ¥ +5
Damage [1H): = &=

1dG+ 4

- Cost: 5. AK]

SSW4200 TITAN
MEGABLASTER

Ther Sopmael Suppont Wedpon 4200 [also

Enowin as the Tigan Megablaster] is ohe

SG7200 wesipon oponowiich the S5WA200P s

The stancard Cyberironi afonoun, this baseil. This =0 tily heasy msichine gun,

vwas g af the Aess wenpons b ol off el L 1S usaaliy |'||'||:|' firted 1o lar e e

the Cyhercurity producion loes, Due to ches or @i Eradicator. Even most £has-

Cybertronic’s high standands of preci- seurs arenl stronge cnough po heft thas

sini, s s an extremely accurate shio- haby well enoush o use it properly in a

b, bur the full augsmatic Kinction Fivefighe, Still; it's got great range, despite

enels to overhbeat even this seeapon's a slight tendency o fam when overliea-

ceramic linkmgs, cousing thee gon o b teed wliich is Firly Targe shen conpared
[raise [o jinms, to most Cybercuiny weapons],

S5SWeo0Do

The Sguad Support Weapon 8000 i3
Cylsercurity's only encny in the dsnocn-
non class, ks el barrels can laonch
over A0 shicapoeel |l||'||1.;|.._-5. 1 sacod
lmost twe miles, witlh an acomacy of
25 feer. 1t is o standird weapon foi the

Eradicators and B=alsa nsed in severl
otlver vehicles

L L M ™

MC TS5 GL W L MEL Hip g Gl. TH.O k12 24 i 8

i2 N, g N 0.4 L0 1000 iy B FUNC RANGE 5TR KT JF
AINC IL-"HEE TR (1] TS FUNC RANGE STR A I500 5| ] £
A 4060 13 M N A 1500 56 #TA IR DAM  COST
DAM  COST RT F DAM COST 42 4 1dIN+ET 96,500
I 14,700 i A P [ A ) T
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THEFOE OF

 MY-FOE

L

—
l1is 15 an adventuee for o group of adventurers If o piavioe o this achwent
which imcludes at least cme Cvbertronic cling- ! bty plan P 5 o '“.F
» o
acter, prefesably more. In it, the heroes are charnged m -nmmli,ﬁn i w in x
with stopping a plot designed o thrust two of the Iil.rl.dl ' s ofthe s descriied

megacorporations into an allout war, Unless they o i) ! IR
can do something to keap this from hoppening, hor- findudil:.ul _ would ﬂﬂ]l:l.n

rific days are ahead for all concermesd.



GETTING STARTED

Regel threagh the entise adventure first, making
motes as b0 hiow you'te going tnowenee s adven-
Eure ko yoar angoling campaign lassuming that you
Faye ane, of coursel. When you'ze througl, o need
i figire owt hawy to get vour players involved in the
story, Cmoe vou've dome thit, you've ready oo play!

OVERVIEW

A graup of Heretics of Algerath (known amongst
themselves as the Children of !I.'i|1|.=r|:|-'] hae concoe-
ted o ploc to embroil Cybertronic and Imperial in 2
full-aut war. Imperial, always ecager o Laoacl iesell
fura bartle for a pood cause, has been looking for a
reason toonpen hnstilities witl Cyberteenic for years.
Uelorunately for them, Cybermronic bas  abways
manazed o oavosd such clrcumstanes, usually by
Deing oo damn reasonable,

Impenal's hatred for Cylectronie B mooted in its
deep animosity toward the Dark Legion and the Car

dinal's unofficial insireation that the beo are cestain
Iy i lengie witls each other, What Imperial often fzils
o see, despite the Cardinal's explicit pleas, is that
sgunbbling wich the ather megacorgs actually contri-
hutes ot caase of el by weakering humansicy™s
resolve to band together e face the dangers From
heyond the Solar System's nebulaus boands,

Enger to explaoit Imperial’s headstrong artitude, a
group ol Heretics have taken ig into theie e 1o |:l||.|[
an assagsination attempt against both the High Serene
Leader aned the Owvedard BMishima. 1T I|1|."_|.' can kall
these two  powerful leaders and  somehow  pin
responsibiling for the deed on Cybertraaie, there will
na dowbt be a call for war in bath the Mishiman cours
amd the Imperial Parliment, and anns wall be diome-
diately taken up against the reputed villains,

17 ug T the leraas 1o leasn just where, when and
b the assassination is suppased o ke place and
thet slop it

FORMING A GROUP |

As GRL iE's up to you to coine wp with a prologuc 1o
this advenmure, some way 10 get the heroes to join
together for at least the duration of this scenario,
Here are a few ideas:

THE ALL-CYBEERTRONIC
GROUP

IF the hezoes are all ciizens of Cybernronic, then get-
ting them to unite is simple, Just hive their inmedia-
te superions direct them o meer with Max Waxoon
for a Bricfing, It poes something like this:

The characters are all called inta Mr, Waston's
oifice in the HO, The room is toward the top of the
buileling, oi ane of the apen ends of the C, The place
is fisrnished all in chrome and Black leatler atap sbite
gray cerpeting. A ke desk dominates the end of the
resem Facing out over Luna, and man sits i a high-
backed, black leather, executive™s chair, his back to
the door, |:|n|:|.' thie graving banir o e Lup wl luis el
vigilsle.

A5 the adventurers enter, the inaiv's volee asks
them to take a seat. There are enough stulfed leather
chairs for each of 1hem. Caca they are ready, he legs
tlsen syveat Tor a second and then turns around,

Blax Waxton is g handsome ouan, 08 are most who
wark for Cybertronic. Obviously on the far side of 30,
hie is still fie anel erim, Cold blue eyes stave out from
beneath his shagey eyebrows as he examines sach of
shie heereees am Euirn,

“froople,” he savs dramatically, Swe hawve a po-
Blem.”

Wiaxton is o VP in the IES, otherwise Xnowi as
Cyhercurity. Yau'd never know it from the crisply
prossed chic chip he's wearing or the curl of @ smila
that usually plays ar the comer of his lips. It's not
thare now,

Waxton presents the situation, Twoe diays ago,
Frostlos, lac., a Cybertranic subsidiary thac manufac-
tures artificial limbs, was destroyed in a bombing.,
Buitial evidence pointed teward lmpenial terronists,
but Rarther irvestigation has revealed that the tmoe
culprits were a coven o Heretles cenpered fin the
Capitelian sector of Luna,

Cybertronie has lemmed that the leader of this
coeen, wamen known anly as Pervertia, is known o
Bimirg ouie ar Mader's, o seedy bar in the Baghaus sec-
tor. It's a dive in a side alley off Essen Streel. Cybes-
tronke could simply raid the place and take Pervertia
into custocy, but that woaldn't reveal sl Pervertia
i5 Lp 1o,

Troe, Cvbertronic™s imterrogation techinigues ane
fvaled only by thase of the Inguisivion, but even
should Pervertia spill all she knows, it's likely that her
cormpatriots would leamn of her caprure and change
their plans pccardingly,

It's the heroes assignment o find this Penvertia
amel Tearn exactly wdat it 04 tat ber groug 05 up Lo,
They are then to repart back to Waxstan for further
amfers.

THE MIXED GROUP

It's best o have at feast one Cyber in the group,
althugl it's non stnctly necesany, there 15 0 Cvber in
the group, that hera's livst job is 10 recnuiit & team, pref
erahly the other adventuars, Waxton will anly Bref
Cybers personally, Any others along on the mission
st be bravgls vp o speed by the Cybor heroes,

It the other characters are Ireclhneers, they are
lleed by Cybertranie to assist in the investigation, I
thi aelventarers are from ollier INEERIC IS, |:I:||_a_|,- e
part af an intercarporate team set up by the Cartel to
help keep everyane honest, I they're all Dosantrooag-
e, s s sloply enough done. Otherwise, it's slighi-




HER SEREMITY TO MEET
WITH THE OVERLORD.

In an unprecedented move, Her
Serenity of Imperial has Ooally
avcepied the Overlord Mishima's
long-standing ofer to meet with
him, anly it Tooks like she's dning,
it on hier terms, The summit is 1o
Lake place in the penthouse of
the Imperial Grmd, one of the
linest and most secure locations
in-all of Luna, particulasly if
yowre Imperial. Ruinors abound
as wa whot the two could be dis-
cusging in the frsc open conver-
sation they've bad in over ffteen
yeais, but smart money is being
placed on oie ward: Fakidi,

Iy irregular, but then again, life's made up of rregzl-
rizies.

Some characters hailing from other megacorps
miay pereeive a conflict of interest from time oo time.

Lze this as an opportunity for some good eolepday-
ing. With luck and some sense, the heroes will stick
together long enough to Jeam the outh behind
what's going on,

ON YOUR WAY , ]

Once the heroes have gotten together and been
briefed, they're on thelr own, There are twa obviows
places o start: Prosthos, Inc., o Mader's, These
encemters can be mn in any order, depending on
the advemturers” and their luck, but the others

The following news pieces should be brought to the
heroes” attention throughout the game, Try to be as
inconspicueus about them as possible {hard as that

should oceur in sequence. In the end, these different
paths should comverge at a single point, one from
which the heroes can hopefully denul the assassi-
nation of both Victera Palading and the Qverlard,

might be oo big news piccel. There are a lew red
herrings tossed in with the truly importane stuff,

ANTI-CYBER ATTACHKS PERSIST.
Early this morning, the residents of the factory
town of Mewsteel were rudely awakened by the

COLDING TO PRESENT EARMINGS
AT SWANK DAMQUET.
Copitol’s President Charles Williom Colding is in

second explosion at a Cvbertronie subsidiary in a
span ol just three days, This time, an entire bang-
ar af Cybertionic helicoprers were destroyed,
including o number of their highly vaunted Sky
Witches. Three Cybercurity guards were caught in
the Llast, and although cheir bodies have yer o be
recovered. they are presumed dead. Cybertoonic's
ETF released a statement saving that the explo-
sion was same sort of industrial accideit that they
are anwvestigating, but eyewilnesses reporc chat
Imperial soldiers were seen in the area only
feanents bedore the blast ook place,

Luia today, intendewing the Capriolians in charge
of aperations here. He s preparing to deliver his
State of the Corporation address nest week to the
wssemhbled members of the Board of Directars, and
he wants to make damn sure he knows how things
relly are, Always seen as a man of the people. Col-
ding will be dining ot a massive bangquet at the
Cagitol Eagle tonight, held b honor of the Capital's
Lunar catizens. All Capitol citizens eat for free, bus
lickets are limited due o space, and the annual
event las been sold out for months alieady, The
dinner is slated to end ey enough for attendees
tomake the mass in Nathaniel Pack.

CARDIMAL TO HOLD OFPEM MASS.
Al miclnight tonight. the Brotherhood will be
hosting an open mass in Matlsaniel Park, cele-
Bratinmg the anniversary of the death of Cardinal
Mathaniel Durand | =0 many years ago. As is tra-
ditienal. the Cardinal bimself will perform the
actoal ceremony, with many members of the
Carian at his side, Cver 50,000 people are expec-
ted to attend, while millions more will be wat-
ching o listening to it from tseir homes. Check
your local listings for full radio and television

Coverige,

AMNTOMNIA IN CSOMCERT AT
FELDSFAR AUDITORIUM
Austonia, one of the mast pagalar female vacalists
of all time, is in concert tonight at the Peldspar
Auditarium, Qpening vp for lee s the hot new
band Lickity Splic. Antonia will be performing all of
her elassic hits, plus a fow new qongs from her now
album DonT Foar the Darkness, This show ool
cides witly her 32nd hirthday. Here father, Dulke
Saglielli himself, zlong with several other noblos
from many of the Great Houses, will be in attens
dance, and a large bash is planned after the show

at the legendasy Bite Bawhaus Baflroom.

PROSTHOS, INC.

The wreckage at Prosthos is being excivated by the
G, The homb was faidy effective at destroying the
bildings large warehouse area. Fortumgely, the
strecture itself was only slightly damaged {there's a
hole in the warehouse's roof, now patched by g
bright blue tarp}, and nearby buildings Iost only a few
windaws,

The wamian in charge of the lnvestigation is Mag-
gie Bernard, an 5WI TIEF with a number of VACs
beneatls er daing all of the drudge work of picking
up the picces and trving to patch them ogether,
Maggie is a beautiful, petite young lady, standing just
under five feet fall, with curly brown hair. She wears
i red clie chip, the color alone declaring her dif-
lerence from the rest af the herd,




.

The tnvestipation has been going well. People are
crting things in and oot of the warchouse anea,
beginining the labomows process of piecing every-
thing tagether, When the heroes approach, they are
halved Ty Cybrercuricy until they produce some sort of
identification,

Maggie is helpfiel as she can b, but there's nog
maichs o tell. The explosive was apparently several
pounds of THT set off by a crude punpowder Rise.
Security b the aren weas Lzl bur solid. Maggie's
team is trying to perform an irventory o see iF apy-
thing is missing, bat it might be several days befpre
they can sav for certaim,

Muomeials before e e:-:]a-hwil:l:u. Lhe ur."l.lri[}' chme-
rag picked up a shadowy figure skulking in the shad-
civs, Compater analysis of the photogragh revealed
that the intruder—whao somehow gob past all of the
alarms wiletected—was dressad in Imperial combat
armor, most specifically that of Clan Paladine's Glue
Berena.

The camera only captured the Imperial For a few
mensents before the explosion went off destroving
the comera 2nd cutting off the tape,

WHAT REALLY HAPPENED

Pervertia herqell enteced the warehouse last night vin
her Dark Gatewsy gift, Onee inside, she stode o single
astificial ann and a power source for it To throw off
the scent from herself, she wore Mk 11 Inpaial
armar, comiplete with o Blue beret,

The garte was tiken off o Blue Reret eonumander
iaineel Sen. Alexis Holston killed an Venus in a batile
with Baalzacht’s forces. In the tape, Halston's nane 15
chvious an the anmar's shoulder pad, never hoving
bezen removed,

Disee she lkad whoe she came for in hand, Pervertia
et aff 3 homemade THNT homb she lael carmed i
welth her. Tlaig covered wp the theft by destroying the
mventory sa thag o one would mass g sbeele artifi-
clal arm—ar least for a while, She lefi by means of a
Dark Gatewsy maanents belore the bomls went off,

CALLING IMPERIAL

The heraes may wish to contact Imperial toask aboot
St Hlalston, I they co, they are generally mer with

/MADER’'S | |

Mader'sisa sorry little roach trap like naany athers on
the aueskires of the Bauhaus secear of Luna, or any of
the other corporate sectors for that mattes, IS pateo-
pized by those s dawn on their luck to care about
the company they keep, yet tough ensugh o oot
b tooworey tan much about watching their wallets
wherever they go. Most of the clieniele spemwds the
better part of their waking hours bellied up to the bar
ar 5.'-c||'||-cir|._|:; 17 i e, w:l||-::-1.-.l1I!|g. i thelr misfartuine
and their bier.

Tlie e belmnd the bar 15 named T_F. Mann. He
doesn't own the place, but then again, no one else
does either, Fle was the maager L years aen, wark-
litz has way through schoal, when the old owners dis-

skepricism and stonewalled, particularly if thoy are
abusive, IF ||I.|.':|-' mentioa Halston |'.|_l,l me, the per-
son on the other end of the line (on officious bure-
awerat wath a snodly Impersal acoent) Gills silent.
Adver @ moment, the man asks for the number of
wlere they are right now and promises them a call
back within the halfkour,

Am hour later, the phane rings. 105 Patricia Wils-
hire with 150=1, She tells o the heroes thal Sst.
Halston was reported MIA in the Graveton Archipe-
lngn sver four manths agn, along with her entine
unit. She then wants o kpow what business the
adventurers have inquiring alter o posthomously
decarared member of the Blue Berets.

THE THIEF

While all this s gning on, another member of the
Children of Liberty shows up disguised as one of
the Vads helping o clean up the mess, Wit every-
one coming and going, the perimeter of the blast
st s someswbar less than secure. Howewear, the
anxious feflow is obviously not a VAC to anvone
thit lessks at him closely. VACS are sever nervos,

The man's name is Drew Sadiver, He's been sent
intas the area |.1_'|- Pervertin 1o abtain a seeond Jawar
source for the artificial arm, since she apparently
stole ore that was bad. The heroes g spot him i
ane of them makes a Perception skill check 5t =3,
His dispuise ks peifect {he stole his unifenm fiom a
Cyber lying unconscious in a nearby alley], bat his
minnnerisnes are anything bt those of o WaC

By the time the heroes spot Sadiver (iF they in
fact do). he's already got the power supply in bis
hands, He tries to make a tun for it, The advens
terers can give chase, but he s fast and ormed with
an Aggressor handgun. He shoots to kill, but ithe is
alwlaualy cormeared, he tumns the gun on himeelf. He
refinses to be taken alive,

As @ last resert, Sadiver will chomg down on &
Ealse toath, s Glled with oyanicle and wall kil lim
instantly.

I Sachiver gets away, e retums o Pervertia's
hideour with the power supply. Otherwise (which is
likelvl, Pervertin's assassin bas goocdo withour the
use of his left arm.

appeared. Since they had no next of kin, Mann apted
o neglect reporting their absence, and be's been rue
ning the place like his own ever since.

He is a small man with short sancy hair, homerime
med glasses and a boyish smile he probabkly should
have lnst years ago, He puts up owil I bt im has plice,
evien fights, bur only bareknuckled brawding is allo-
e, As soon ot e fees wWeapnon, e reaclios balind
the bar for his HG-14 shotgun, He fires one waming
shot helore he beging taking aur combatants, It
isntally enough,

The back region of the tavein, back behind the
searred and tarpished chrome bar, is a favorite hang:
out for Pervertia amd ber compatrion in the Children

DREW SADIVER
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PERVERTIA

T10t-lewe] Heretic
STATISTICS:
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MADER'S

FPERVERTIA'S TALLE

of Liberty, She is there inday, drinking aird shouging
and generally feeling good, stll high on adrenaline
from the feat she pulled off the night before. She is
surraunded by a few of her closest friends, lackeys
really, people who she has entangled in her chiris.
matic wel of Darkness.

Although there are mo pictures of Pervertia on file,
it’s hard Lo miss her when you know the kind of per-
som voa're Jooking For. Her hair is long, black and
stringy and entirely shaved from the dght side of her
head. Her evebrows luave been dyed a Mame-red
arange, and lser pupils are wide aid bBlack with her
insanivy, almost entirely coisuming her pale blus iri-
ses. Bhe is tarmaoed across most of her visible skinin
all sores o Tark designe, and ber Nesh is pierced in at
least & dozen expased places and certainly elsewhere
s el

Its a wonder Pervertia hasn't been temed in for
heresy just bazed on her looks, but the people here at
Maders have o bord enough time worrving about
how they're going 1o get by without gerting invelved
i such rubbish as demonic cules. They're certainly
not going ta stick their sceawny necks out to botler
with some woman whom they consider te be some
brazen poser, merely plaving with children's tales of
Darkness,

When the heross enter the bar, all conversation
stops, This is not a subtle place, Everyane stares at
them unabashediy, They are autsiders, and they very
likely do not appear like they are here for a friendly
drink.

IF thee heroes don't bather to look in the back of
the bar, they will miss Pereertia, wio las Gllen as
silent as the rest. At the Arst mention of her name,
thaugh, she orders leer companions into combat with
the investigators, They readily oblige her,

THE FIGHT

There are enowgh-“cultists™ so thar there's one for
each character. All of them are low-level punkes, none
ol whom have actually been initaced oo the culi
proper. They ane all members of the Children of Liber-
ty, buat amang this group, only Pervertia is @ e fol-
lower of Aeeroth,

The thugs atrack the heraes with cheir bare lancs,
none of them ahle to afford o decent weapon any-
how. Al things being equal, the should hawe their

hezds handed to chem by the adventurers, IF this
Innks imminent. Pervertia uses her Dark Gateway 1o
escape into the sewers beneath the taven.

If the heroes drow weapons gt any time, Mann
unsheathes his shotgun and fires 2 shot inte the ceil-
oy |f she hasn't already done so, Pervertia will cere-
ginly use this epportunity to escape.

I any case, her abandoned companions fight on.
They known they are outmatched, but they are cor-
L that thew'll go to jail for being irmmlved in the
Children of Libery, so they will fight oo the death {or
wittil thew're knocked wnconscious, which is more lik-
elvl. Mone of the other patrons will involve e
selves in the fight unless they are bumped or hic, and
in any case, they'll sit right down once any kind of
weapong are revealed.

AFTERWARD

Cmoe Pervertin has escaped (mocking the heroes
lovacliy s shie goes) and the thags bave been defeatod,
it"s up to the heroes o figure oot where she's pome,
Even a Cyber with a compu-braiin and 2 new nose
ol have a lard time following the Heretic leader
througls the sewers, The scent of the waste is mind-
numbing, mare than esough to mask Pervertia's
scent. Following her seems aut of the question, but
there's ahways the thies 1o deal with,

Adguimiag the heraes haven't killed sl of the
thugs, they should be able to revive one of then and
interrogate him using the appropriate skill checks,
or course), They'll play i tougls at first, buc iF 2y of
the heraes biing up twrning the thigs over to the
Ingpuesation, they'll crack ke roten e5gs,

The thugs ol know where the Children of
Liberys hideout is, and they're happy to tell the
heroes the proper address. They'll even accompany
them, although only under duress, In any case. the
adventurers showld have 3 good idea of just where
Pervertia is going,

If by some hiorrible aceident fyeah, cigh) all of the
thugs lave Besn killed, Maii will happily voluntesr
the Incation of Pervertia’s HO, especially IF it means
thac the hesoes will leave his bas in peace (rmther than
piecesh, IF Mann is alse meaparitated, one of the
ather patrans should Be able oo help them if asked. [t
SEEms SECTECy wWasn't ane of Pervertia's strong points.



THE HERETICS) HIDEOUT | -

The Children of Libery's headquarters is in an aban-
dened building in o warelouse districe on the owt-
skires af Luna. The entire place is one large clutiered
i, Botting mattresaes in gae corner comprise the
cule's sleepang area, and a large scarred rable nearby
seves s Pervertia's pulpdt when she hands oot
assignments o the cultises,

The whole arca is scattered tightly with erates and
besses ol material stalen from businesses across the
ary. Some of them have been there long before the
il was Formed, and even Pervertia does not know
their contents for sure. Thera ig -:ul]_l.' e repsnn she
chose Lis plage as ber home base privacy.

The warchouse was formally owinesd by a Bl
subsidiary that went bankrupt, and it has heen aban-
doned for many years, Pervertia ldd claim o i and
the few squatters that didn’t join up with her band
were cither run off or sacrificed to Algerotl,

Despive the fact that Pepvertia seems faifdy secune
in hor headquarters, she remaing cautious, Guards
are pusterd at all Feur comers of the roof, and two
cach ot the building's front and back door. Two mre
of the Claldren guard the 1w Sky Wicches hidden
urder large gray rarps atop the wareliouse's ronfl,

Twa ladders mun along the inside of the ware-
house's walls, allowing access to the rool, Mearky
buildimgs are owver thirty vards away on each side.

PERVERTIA'S HIDEOUT

making it difficult to ger 1o or rom the ool from
tlsemn, In the center af the warchoose Hoor, there's
a man=hole which provides aceess to the minncls
that e bereatls Luna's rocky surface.

In one comer of the beilding, there's 3 make-
shift aperating room, Mostly dried Blood covers
everything, and i lmman left arm lics on a nearby
workbench. This belonged to Band Cramdall, the
secrel agent that Pervertin has placed ar the
Imperial Grand.

THE RAID

Eventually the heroes will want to try to et o
thee warehouse, Subterfuge will mor wark well, as
the guaeds are extremely suspicious of outsiders,
and Pervestia has told everyone about the fight in
Maders. Besides which, with their plans so close to
Irition, every one of the Heretics 15 an edge,

Tleey will be brusgque with anvone who wanders
b, anel thiew will shoot any one wlio gets too doss
to them (or who is obviously acting aggressively
tovwarad them), All of these people are Gmatics, wils
ling to Lay dowi their lives for the cause thar they
beelivwe in, They know Full well that gome of them
willl likely mot survive the day.

Feantually matters will very likely boll dowa 1o 0
fircefight. Besides the geards arounsd the permeter,
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there are cight others bsnde, plus six ffl-Hedged
Heretics that have been fully initiated inoe the cul,
nat to mention Pervertis hersell,

Cnce e lirst shots are fired (or ather noses are
made we alert the Children of Litery that they've
been fowd aug), the Heretics take up thelr anns amd
attack any cuteiders that they see, Pervertia immedi-
ately teleparts ta the roof, directly into ane of the

Once the heroes have manoged oo get e the roof,
they should notice that Pervertia bhas taken off in a
Sky Witch, Even if they didn't actually see her leaving,
they must have heard the naise of the chopper's bla-
des, and they can see the pow-empry tap lving near
by, Undemneath & second tasp is another Sky Witch, a
Backup that Pervertia had stolen in case something
went wrong with the first ane.

A brave leso with the appropriate skills could rake
the spare Sky Wioch and follow afier Pervertia,
Remember that the cralt is only designed for a singls
rider, though, o the otees will bave o be loft
Behind. Ferhaps they can follow by some other avai-
lable mirans,

IF the pursuing characrer is dose enough belind
Pervertia, use the rules for doghglis from Capital,
They are summsized here, although they have been
trismnest down to cover only the situation at hand,

Pervertia will ailgate any time she wins the Dog-
fight el until shie takes some damage. A1 any Lime
that her craft is doing worse than her opponents,
the she'll attempt to break off combar insteacl. Her
mission is of primary imperimae,

I the hero fiving the other craft knows where Pers
vertia is headed, she needs wo break o combat fhree
times o successfully elude purswir.

DOGFIGHTS

Doghghts take place berween alreraft. 1'% assumed
that all imvolved aircrafl are in constant motion and
seeking any advantage over their appoients.

The combat rewnd consists of bwo simple steps—
a Dogfight Roll and (if any weapons Bede on a targel)
attacks. When cemlan is resolved, start & new round
witls imatlser Dogfight Boll,

At the start of the combat round, both piloss rell
120 aind &dd their Flying Vehicles SVs. This is called
the Doglight Boll, The side with the highest total can
choose to make te llowing mancuvers;

GAIN HEIGHT. Yoo are now above your appoe
nent. Add +2 to any subsequent Dogfight Ralls until
you dive or your npponent gains height, teo. You are
also at +2 when you shaot, and your opponent is at
=2 o v,

TAILGATE. You move into position behind your

foe, and it canmet shast ab you, Your opponent is at
=& ter pwade.

DIVE. IF vou are above your (oe, you can swoop
down, losing the sdvantage of height but gaining +4
Er v shooting this round. Yoeur target s at —4 on
all evasion rolls, You can only dive if vou are above

THE CHASE |

Sy Witches. She s not wialling 0 let her mission be
lziled. Everyone clse is expendable in the name of
fulfilling Alzesotl's design,

She immediately orders the suands te remave the
tar froim her Sky Witch and then takes off as soon as
possible For the Imperial Grand. Wisile she sces off
toward downtowns Luna, her compatriots cover her
redreqt as best as they can, fighting o che deach.

v o, IF vour opponent kas broken ofl combat,
your clase the distmos again automaricatly.

EREAHK OFF COMBAT,. You bBegin to move
away from the fght. Bath you and your foe are ac =4
L your shaoting rolfs, IF you can Break off twice, you
are out of the fight.

CLOSE RAMGE. Il your foe has managed to
apen the range by breaking off once, you can close it
agair.

RANGE

It 2 daghight., it's assumed that both sides are moving
inte optimum fange for teir weapons, Therefore,
there are no range penaltdes in dogfight comibar
unless one side has broken off combat.

SHOOTING

Oince the Dogfiehy Boll is made, both sides can shoot
with amy weapons that bear. Shootlng consists ol
three steps—attack roll, evasion roll and damage
chieck,

THE ATTACK ROLL. The Sky Witch's weapans
are fiselage-mounted guns, so average wour Flving
Yehicles and Weapan System 5Vs. IF any attack rolls
are successiul, the defender gets o make an evasion
roll for each hirt.

THE EVASION ROLL, Roll ance to oy to avald
each successiul actack. Average the trget pilet's 5V
iin Flylng Velicles and Avaid, Apply any modificazions
from the above maneuvers. If a roll 15 successiul, that
atrack is avoided.

DAMAGE CHECH. Far each wttack that goes in,
roll damage and check the Vehice Damage Table ta
determine its effect.

OUTCOME

IF Pervertia oers awiay, she'll attack the penchouse of
the nperial Grand with whatever ardnance she bas
lefi, As G, It's up 1o you if she actoally secceeds,
Adter all, her timing could be off, and Her Serenity
and the Overlord Misline could be elsewhere at the
tine of her attack. Or they could mirzculously survive
the massacre, thele undeslings throwing themselves
between the bullets and their charges.
IF PERVERTIA SUCCEEDS. The face af your
carpaign will change greatly. Lord Heir Mava will
became the Overderd Mishinea, But lis succession is
sure (o be challenged by his two siblings. This inter-
nal strgegle should keep Mishima ocoupied for many
months oo coine,

Similarly, Victoria Paladine's death will we=an that
the Imperial Parliament needs to elea another High



serene Leader, Dnce they da (it will almose certainly
b= anather Paladine thar occuples the throns onee
againl, the Parlmment will Il for an all ouc war
against Cyberirenic in remibucion Rer their cowarndly
assassinarion of their beloved leader.

Cybertronic’s protests of innocence wall be igne
red. Anything the Ieraes say will be immediately dis-
counted a5 soon a5 iUs disoovered wha It was 1ot
they were working for. Aller all, Cvbertronic would
say ar do anvihing to escape responsibilicy for et
atracity, right?

IF PERVERTIA FAILS. If the heiose lsad nath-
ing o do with Pervertia’s failure (a5 GM, vou simply
decide that her attack failsl, the Overdord Mishina
il Vietoria Palicline sumvive the Heretics attack
mscathed, although the same cannor be said G

THE MOLE | :

Evens il Pepvertia fails, she still has 2 backup plan. Oae
of the Childrain nl’].ll.m:;.-. a hitter man named Rand
Crandall, velunteered to sacrifice an anm to kave the
chiance to put & buller in the brain of Her Serenity,

When he was a child at Bauhaus, his entire family
was slaugheered In an Impeial saic. Orphased, with
e relativies fo step forward to claim him and Bring
him back inte the Bauhavser fold, he was put ow
aio Hee streets |:|I'Ilri:|1'|l:||:|n.'.. There, hie Ijn:-_ggcﬂ and
soratched out a living as best he could, and the lae
m his heart festered until it hecame an almost Ii'.'ing
thing.

Perverlia, an ¢x-Impenal, found him there after
ner family had expelled her frem the corgueration for
crimes ahie had committed with wnusoal -|:|'I_||:'|[:|.'. the
bzl already stamed down the moad to heresy, and this
much was obwiowes 1o Band. Despite his ry with
Fmpergal and Eauhaus, he was unable to stomach
tuming o the Darkness, and so the bwa soon parted
Wiy s

When Pervertia peeded o person untonched by
the Darkaiess 1o ssist her in her cvil scheme, she -
ned immediately to Rand. She explained ler plot (o
lin, as well as why he was peeded, Someone
touched by the Dark Soul would be detected by
lsquisitors either helore or abter the assassination.
Since no oone at Cybertronic had even baen foancd
witl aty taing of the Darkness at all, this would dis-
rreilit her attempt to pin the killings on Cybertraadc.

Ramd svas peifect For the job, His thist for
revenge had grown so much that he hardly flinchec
when Pesvertia told Tim that they's] have to replace
his arm with one stolen from Cybertronic. After all,
he |I.!I|.1|!,- |.-n.|:|L-u.'I|:~c|. tin lives ||:|rr_||.|g|1 the assassination
af Her Serenity, What was the loss of o lmb campar-
ed 1a the cacilices e was wil|in5 Io make?

I preparation for the killing, Rand spent che last
sis months waorking as a waater af the Imperial Grand,
He knew that Her Serenity often stayved at the Grand
when visiting Luna, especially when hosting matters
al sLate. E'.-'f.'nlu:l:Il:,r his chance ta get dose cnnugh [N}
Kill frer weould come.

Thee arm that Pervertia beisted for Band has a bam
power supply. This means that, althaugl the arm is

thelr peaple. Stll, the reception tonlght is an
impartant one. [t will go on—to simply show the
public tleat everything is all righe if nothing else.

In this case, Kard's attack will proceed as planned.
IF THE HERDES SUCCEED. The adventu-
rers will be lauded as heroes by Imperial, Mishima
and even their Cybertronic emplovers, They lave
prevented & great trapedy feom taking place, and
they shall be cthe guests of honor at tonight’s feasc.
Still, despite all the accolades, the heroes should
have a nogging feeling that something's wrong, The
heroes have still not found the missng artificial arm
and wheever's currently attached to it—presunia-
bl the owner of the arm they fowend in the ware-
liouse.

Of course, Band's attack will procesd as planned.

attachet, it does not work at gl (Unless Sadiver
actually managed o escape with the good power
supply.] Despite this and the harrowing surgery Band
recently undersent to bave the arm attached, he g
determined to 5o to work tonight,

Fand has arranged o be one of the servants at
Hor Serenity's reception for the Cverlord Mishima. At
some point during the dioner, he will be close
encrigh te Victoria Paladine to poll out his 110080 ane
blast her away, After thar, he'll Bappily wm the gun
o himself, leaving the Indguisitors that inevitally
attend such events nothing o wark with but a
COTpEE.

STOPFPING RAND

Stopping Rand is going o be dificule. Afver all, the
herowes don't know what he lecks like or who he s,
As a servant at the Grnd, Band pretty much has the
run of the place, and after siv manths of exemplary
service, hardly anyone will be suspicious of him.
There are, though, a few telliale ways o span him,

For gne, his left anm simply dowsn't work, It hangs
limply at his side like the dead weight thae i is. I
causes Band to slouch a bic v bis left, and the weight
e the arm pulls against the sutures attaching the arm
o his bixdy.

Onse mimule before Rand is about o make s
miowe, the arm starts bleeding, and the red smains
show riglit theough his white waiter’s jacket. When
fie spots it, be knows he will noc Be able to las much
longer, 5ol decides o kill Her Serenity immediate-
b

Linless they happened to have stopped Pervertia's
attack and are now puests of lowor at the dinner, the
worst problem the heroes are going o have is ger-
ting into the ballreom. Even if they 1y 1o be sahgle
about it, they will surely run into the tight security
that surrounds such events, There are a few different
wilys that they can g, twagh.

They can iy to sneak in. This would be made easi-
er if &t least one of the characters was an Imperial
with some kind of high-level contact, Thest, when
Rand makes his move, they can try to stop bim,
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They can tell the sruth, While the Imperials are
reluctant to believe anything weld o theim by some-
one from Cybertronic. they will take the threat
seniausly, Unformesacely, whain Kand Teels the noasse
beginming o close around his neck, he'll siply step
up his timezalsle and
attack Her Serenicy
night away.

They can bust in
fghting. This wall
bring all of  the
Imipierial guards
iy on their heads
ar once, Assuimbing
that they manage o
deport  themaelves
well and make it
inwe the paenthouse
Il lroeims, I|1|."_|,' will
arrive just in ek oo
e Bad attacking
Her Serenity. Due oo
the oo, thaugh,
the security arcund
WErLom Falazbime
will have tighoened
|.'l:||:|.~ii-:|e'ml:-l_'.r_ Al
chances  are  poad
that Kaned sl he
broughn down befio-
re he can succeecl.

I gt heroes alre-
ady stapped Peiver-
tiq, thew wor't have

THE OVERLGED

Whether ar nor the adventorers mimage o foil Per-
wartin's plob can have a drastic effect upon che futire
of the worlds of Merme Chronicles, ot to mention
the heroes” well-being, Some oprions are catlined
hers.

IF RAND SUCCEEDS. Victoria Paladine is
dend, as 5 lher Kifler. The Pacliament will elect g nisy
High Serene Leader, Most Jikely this will be anocher
Maladine, bur you pever know. Perhaps some other
factions within Fmperial will see this &s the right time
1o take a3 stab ac the thrans tenselves,

In any case, once Imperial manages o cellect
itsedf, the Parlizment sall be r;l.'nu:lmin:q [ retritas
tion, and Cyhertronic is doosmed to bear the bront of
i BEvest i the heroes produce evidence of Pervertia’s
plot, they will not be liscened to, since they waie in
Cybertramc's employ ot the time, Besides which,
Impeerial will not be willing to listen toe reason an teat
poinc The entive corporation will be out for bload—
and chrome,

IF RAMD FAILS. Even il Rad ails to kill Her
Serenity, he will have irreparably harmed Cyber-
tranic's Il_"|:1'l||:|L'|.‘=|'|||r with ||.'|:||:l|.'ri:||I Some puemdits

AFTERMATH "|

to warry about getting into the balleeom, bat they
will not e permitted o keep their weapons with
them. This can make spopping Rand  problematic
unless they come up with something innovative or
ace just particolaly lucky and alert,

HER SERIZSITY

once thaught thot things between the pwo mega-
corps could hardly per worse witlo breaking into
full-out war. They were wrong.

1505 sall 'il:llll:lEtl:iiI!El'_l' |:||.=_|.;:i|:| a Tullscale covert

vwar against Cvbertranic, complete with emarist
attacks and mamelactiunng evidence that the Cybers
aree planming to take over Imperial in a speak aotack.
M enovigh popular suppont builds, the Impemals will
make & precmpiive strke against the chromed cor-
poratiaa and Rill-mien wiar will ensoe soon alter,
IF THE HERQES SUCCEED, The adveniu-
rers will be louded as beroes by all, Despite this,
some in Imperial will think it too wunlikely thac this
Eratp |n:|:|u_1;-ud 1o foil such g plot and will denounce
it as a risky publicity sounc undertaken by Cybertranie
in o transparent eflon to better relations bebween
thie two corporations.,

Even il matters don't change too much bebween
thie megacarps, the heroes can expect substantial
boises fromm Cybertronic o tsear ne work, Plus, if
Cybertronic needs that kind of kelp again in the futu-
pe Fand ey doeeivalaly sill), vy knos who toocall,



LISTEN UP!

PAY ATTENTION, FOLKS, OR YOU MIGHT MISS
SOMETHING IMPORTANT - LIKE THE LATEST
ISSUE OF THE LUNAR VOICE, THE MOST POPULAR
MEWS MAGAZINE ON LUNA OR ANY OF THE OTHER
WORLDS OF THE MUTANT CHRONICLES.

IN THIS, OUR LONG-AWAITED ALL-CYBERTRONIC
ISSUE, YOU'LL LEARN EVERYTHING YOU EVER
WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE NEWEST
MEGACORP, BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK FOR FEAR THE
CARDINAL MIGHT OVERHEAR YOU.

NOW YOU CAN GET ALL THE STRAIGHT DOPE RIGHT
FROM THE BATTERED TYPEWRITERS OF THE
SLICKEST INVESTIGATIVE REPORTERS AROUND
— AND HAVE NO WORRIES ABOUT A TRIP TO AN
INQUISITION CELL. WE PROMISE!

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT:

THE FOUNDING DAY
- How Cybertronic was born in blood and money.

CYEERTRONIC'S THREE PILLARS
— A high-tech corp with more |etters than the alphabet.

SUEBREALITY
- Everyone talks about it. What is it?

EXCELLENCY THROUGH PERFECTIORN
- Cybertronic goods are hot and herg!

CHROMED DIPLOMACY
- What do the other corps think about the new kid?

THE CYBERTRONIC WAY
— How does Cybertronic succeed?

THE FACE OF A FACELESS ENTITY
- Wha are the Cybers?

CYEBERIZING
- How to join Cybertronic, or not.

Plus, for those of you who care about such things, the-
re's a 30-page pull-out section that details all about how
to create and play a Cybertronic character for use with
our wildly popular roleplaying game, plus «The Foe of
My Foen, a quick and exciting complete Adventure!

MOTE: In order to be-able to use «Cybertronice {also
krnown as «The Lunar Voices), you must have access
to «Mutant Chronicles™: The Techno-Fantasy
Roleplaying Gamaean,
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