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er, luchiban, and the rise of the Elemental Keepers
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CANTRODUCTION

Amy non-shugenja chamcier who reachics Insight Rank & and
hats @ total of five Rank Technbques rom a single school may
therefore gain the Multiple Schools Advantage free of charge.
This Advaniage may only be applied to another of his clan’s
schools (or a ronin school. if the chamaer i a roninl. I the
characier wishes o advance in a schood not offered by his dan
he mist puchase Muliiple Schools normalhy  Aliernately, a
characier who mects the reguirements may instead choose 1o
enter an Advanoed School, a character option described in this
chapter.

Beginning At Higher Ranks

Beginning at Ranks above 5 |5 not recommended for a mumber
of reasons, net the least of which 5 that it undercuts the fecling
of accomplishment a pliyer enjoys when legitimately progress-
Ing to thot level. Nevertheleds, some GMs anid playets enjoy
stitrting with high-level charctess, o o few guidelines follow,
Third Edlitton glves optlons lor creating charcters above In-
sight Rank 1, but a chareler Intentlonally crafted to have the
most Inglpht possible will caplly cutstrlp & balanced character
or a character that purchases many Advantages. given equal
amounts of experience. This is Intentlonal, as Insight is not the
final arbittrtor of character worth in LSR. However, it can be
less fun to play a character with drastically lower Insipht than
onhe’s commdces, At higher Ranks, il becomes even more difficul
1o assigm a set amount of Experience Points that would produce
identical Insight Ranks across the boand

H the GM does imend for characters o start at very high
Ranks, a general mie of thumb Is 1o start from the minimum [n-
sight required for a particutar Rank and work backwand. Rings
shotld account for roeghly nwo-thirds of a character’s Insight,
with the remaining third coming from Skills. This cstimese docs
mod take into account Irsight bonuses pained from Mastery Lev-
els, which vary wildly from one characier to another Bevond
Rimgs and Skills. a character being constructed in this manner
should receive approximately 10 experience points pes Insight
Rank 1o be spent on Advantages or other miscellaneous benefits
{such as Kata or Kiho). For example, if you wanted charmacters
ta begin at Rank 6, you might begin with 255 Insight (250 being
the minimum for Rank 6). Such characters would have roughly
160 Insight from the sum of thelr Rings and 85 Insight from
ranks In Skills, Such characters would also recefve 60 Experi-
eice Molnts o be Spent on purchasing Advantapes and otler
benefits. These Experience Moints should not be used to im-
prove any other statlstles, and would be lost I not used duting
charaeter creatlon.

This system §s open 10 abuse, ns charuciers con obtain high
Rings and Skills more easily than they could through normal
development. The GM must approve all characters and make
certaln there is nothing pamicularly unbalanced.

Advanced Schools

Advanced Schools allow 2 charmdcter o progress pass the nommal
fve-rank schools. amd add depth, power. and varlety to expe-
rienced characters. Each Advanoed School keatures a certain
method of training pacticed by a Geeat Clan that poes bevond
the normal troining of a bushi or shugenja school. Advanced
Schools feature powerful Techrlques, and attendance is by In-
vitathon anly,

It o character meets the requirements of an Advanced School,
and In invited to atend that gchool, he can Immediately begin
tralnlng as spon as he galns enough [nsight o learn o new tech-
nlguw or, in the case of a shugenjo, ncrease In Bank. Instead of
fatning & mew Technigue or spells frem his odglnal schaal, the
character instend gains the frst Rank Technlgue (rom his new
schoal. All previous Rank Technlgues are permanenily frozen
il thele previoiis levels. &s with srdinary Schools, when an Ad:
vanced School Technigue refers 1o a student’s “School Rank *
only the School Ranks in the Advanced Schoal count

Example: Hida Tsubaru attended the Hida Bushi School
theough Rank 4 and periormed admirably. The senscis of the
Hida Avenger School Imvite him o study at their school, and
Hidz Tsubaru accepts. When he reaches 225 Insight, he may
bearn the: Hida Avenger Rank ! Technique after months of prac-
thoe. His Hila Bushi School Rank is permanently 4, and can
mever be raised again, though his Insight Rank B now 5

The GM should keep in sund that Advanced Schooks are
wery selective about those with whem they share their secrets
A character who meets the steep requirements of an Advanced
School may not be considered for trainkng unless he has 2 sof-
ficiently impressive repuzation. The GM always has the final
word reganding whether a charcter will be allowed Advanced
Training. but it = recommendad that no character with an In-
slght Rank of 2 or less enter any Advanced Schools.

It Is possible for a character to be invited to o school of an-
other clon, These schools showense talent and ability more than
politlieal leverage, though most of the alumni tend to be from the
Appropelate elan, Simply put, g stadent of on Advanced Schoal
[ expected o be loyal to his school and sensel just as he s
loval to his clan. This can produce o confliel of interests thel
a samurdl would mather aveld. For this reason, some samurai
deny Invitations to Advanced Schools outside of thelr own elan
10 avold potentially sticky questions of dury.

Shugenja and Advanced Schools

Entering an Advanced School that is geared for shupenja does
not impede a shipenjas understanding of the kami. A shupen-
ja's ciiective School Rank continucs 10 increase In regards 1o
casting spelic a< hi< rank in the Advanced School srows. if the
Advanced School is 3 shugenja school. Unkess specificaliy stat-
od by the Advanced School, you gain no Affinity or Defickency
tor entering an Advanced School, but retain ame Affmiey or De-
fickency formesly acquired




Crab: Hida Avenger (Bushi)

The Avengers are the Crab'=s 2lne heavy infantry, warriors skilled

in combating the beasts of the Shadowlands. The Avenpgers em

by the character 1raits most appreciated by the Crab samurai

These rv warmiors are as tough and indetatipable a3 the

Carpenter Wall iscli. The Avengers continue Bghting ag=inst
odds, taking blow upon blow withowt Dilering

The Avenger has an intimere knowledpe of the Shadowlands
and knows the quickest w=v lo defeat many Shadowlands erea
pures. Thouph he & primarily skilied in fending off the Shad-
olands, in times of war the Hida Avengers and among the =
Crah forces to smash inta the OfposIng army.

The Avenper School shares the mindset of the Hida Bushi
Schoal, and a preat majority of the Avengiers are Hida. The vast
majorty of the Crab Clan Champions have been groduates of

the Hida Avenper Sohool. However, the Hida Avenper sensel

“mecept those who meet its standards, even If they are out of
el The fewe Kunl Witch Hunters that have [olned ihe Avenger

- Bchool live Bod thelr explolis macked down i higony, Evena
few ranln wha proved their valor on the Wall have Been deemed
‘worthy to Jaln their ranks, though they are always fist offered
fealty 1 the Crab.

REQUIREMENTS
Ring=Tralts: Earth 4, Water |
Skills: Defense 5. Lope: Shadowlands 5, any o Weapon
Skills at 5
Advaniapes: Strength of 1the Eanh, Crab Hands
= You must enter the Shadowlands alone and retum
With the head of an ogre, oai, or other Shadowtands beast no
- smaller than u man.

You may walve the requitement of the Strength of the Earth
Advamtape by increasing all Skl requirements by one
~ TECHNIQUES

RANE 1: WRATH OF THE CRAB

The Avenper can slip the blowes of Shadewlands crestuncs and
adminkkter terrible strikes Inrefum. Any cremture with a Shad-
owlands Tiaint Rank of at leagt | may not seroll 10% on dam-
sipe malls agninst vour, You rall and keep an extrm die of damage
againg all such cpponents, You may add your Eaith 1o the total
of all vour damape rolls, You gain o number of Free Raises ov-
ey day equal o vour School Rank (bt may only be used to
Inerease damnge.

RANK 2: BE THE WALL

The Avenger canies the spirit of the Carpenler Wall within him.
Yoii muny add three times veur Eazik Ring to vour TH o Be Hit,
except during an Lajjutsu duel or when immobilized. When vou
ditdek an enemy; his Carmpace Rating ks considered 10 be me-
dduced by half your Exrth Ring (rounded up).

RANK 3 HIDA'S TECHNIQUE

The Avenger reaches o nearly supematumal level of toughness,
allewdng bl to withstand remendous amounts of damage. You
gain a Carapace Rating equal 1o half your Earth (munded up)
Your number of Wounds per Wound Eank s now 3 x Earth
instead of 2 x Earth. Apply this Technigqoe before The Mountain
Dioes Mot Fall when reckonine Woands per Wound Rank

Crane: The Kenshinzen (Bushi)

The Crane value periection in all things. fom their clothes, o
their art. (o every detall ol thelr Tves. The Cranc’s Kenshinzen
have devoted their lives 1o periecting the =kill of the quice
draw, The Kenshineen are the best of the best, skilled duclists
wha epltomize the dominance of Kakita'’s Technigue. To be a
Kenshinzen 18 10 be one of the fstést blades of the Emplre.
The Kenshinzen's specd, skill, and dedication (o the 1enets of
lrushido are known through the Empire, and even those who
detest the Crane Clan grodgingly acknowledge the strength al
the Eenshingen.

The sensel of the Knkita Dueling Academy and the Kakim
farmily dabeyo dre genemally Kenshinzen. The Keishinzen do
ot fequire prospective students to e Crane. Any who prove
themselvies honogible, dedicated 1o the Kakit style of laljutsu.
anid atherwlse meet the requitements of the Kenshinzen may
farin the Hllustrious school.

REQUIREMENTS

Ring=Tralts: Fioe 4, Void 4

Skills: Eriguetse 4, Laifuien 5 Dore: Boshido 4, Maditadion 5

Advantages: (Juick

Other: You musd defes® 3 member of the Kershinzen ina
kgl duel. The duel nead not necessarily be to the death (and
msd often ane notl, but the camncdiclate mast win fairdy.

You may wahee the reguirement of the Quick Advantape by
incressing all Ring and Skl requinements by 1.

TECHNIQUES

RAMNK 1: DRAWING THE VOID

[r oy Lol Juesu duel, you may jocus an additional number of
times ciqual 1o your Schoal Rank. Your first focus does not in-
crease your apponent’s TH 1o Be HIE (bul Increases yours as
normall. You always have the first option 10 choose “Focus?
ar "Sike, " Adeditlonally, vou mey add your o Rink o the
total of vour Inltlative rall,

JIU\NF. A SINGLE MUI’E’!I_':[:IT_ N e (T i

The Kenshinzen has mastered the speed of the sirike so that
he may strike between the spaces of a hearibeat. You may make
an additionad attack per round. You always choose which Tralt
vou wish o use in an Tafjutse duel (Agility, Viold, or Refleacs)
instend of allowing your opponent 1o chooge,

MNOTLOYNAOY LN
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RANK 3 KAKTTAS TECHNIQUE

The Kenshinnen is so unimaginably fast that he can strile
all of his opponenis at once. You may forepo all of your normal
amtacks in a combat round 10 infcad deliver a smgle aitack 1o
every enemy within 37 of you In thal round. You make 5 singie
attack roll for this special manewver. and compare it to each
opponent’s T 1o Be Hie Thus, it bs possible 1o strike some op-
panents whike missing othets. You may make Raises on this at-
tack. Addivonally, you may add twice vour Honor Rank o the
total of your Initiative moll. replacing the benefit from Rank 1

Dragon: Students of the Tao
(Bushi)

The Student of the Tao 5 o samural wha 1S Intent on unbocking
the inherent spiritual powers that e within every person. He
researches the Tae, he meditates, and he attempts lasks that
challenge his perceptions of the world, A Student of the Tae has
liken his first steps on the roacd w enlightenment, and with this
new awareness of the world, he s able to perform kihao. This
sehonl 15 not restricted solely o the Drgon Clan; any splritual
samural who meet the sendel’s approval may join the schoal,

REQUIREMENTS
Rings/Traits: 4 in approprate Ring (see below), Void 5
Skills: Kenjutsa 4. Meditation 5, Theolopy (Shintan) o
Advantages: Sape
Other: You murst choose one Element when vou joln this
School. You must have af least a 4 in that Ring. The Tech-
nigues refer to this as your “chosen element.”

TECHNIQUES

RANK 1: PATH OF WISDOM

The Student of the Tao is focused on unlocking the power of
his soul. You jeam three Kiho from yvour chosen element as
If you wene 3 monk. You may activate a second Internal Kihe
by spending a Void Point. You may have both Kihos active for
a mimber of rounds equal 1o twice your School Bank, at the
end of which one of the Kiho's benefits Immediately end (your
choicel, You may add your Inslght Rank to the result of all your
Contesped Holls involving Kihos.

HAME 2: SEEK THE PATH

The Student of the Tao harmesses the splitual power avallable
to him, and can unleash the awesome force In the space of a
heartbeat, You learn an additional Kihe from vour chosen el-
ement, and another Kiko (ram any element, as i you were o
mank. A number of times per day equil to vour School Rank,
you may activate an Internal or Kharmie Kiho withowt spending
a Vold Poaint. You may choose 1o elther double a bonus received
lrom the Kiho or double the duration.

RANK 3: DEFINING THE ESSENCE

As a troe samusai, the Student of the Tao has leamed 10 ex-
tend his splritual power to his weapone You learm 2 Martial
Kiho from any dlement a8 i you were a monk. You may perform
non-Atemi hartisl Kikos while holding a katanas and or 2 wald-
zashl You may make an additional atiack per round.

Dragon: Student of the Tao
(Shugenja)

REQUIREMENTS
RingyTraits: 4 in appropriate Ring (see below), Vokd 5
Shills: Kenjursu £, Aedivstion 5, Theology (Shintao) 6
Advantages: Sape
Outher: You must choozs one Element for which you have
an Alfinire when vou join this School. You must have ai least
a 4 In that Ring. The Techndques refer to this a5 your “chosen
element.”

EEHHI{]_}__IE: DEFIMNING THE ESSENCE

The Student of the Tao hamesses the spleiual power available
In his ewm body and soul. You leam three Kibo from your cho-
e element as iyou were o monk, AL every level, you leam
anather Kiho as if you were a mank. & number of times per
iy eqquial ta your Sehool Rank, you may activate an Internal o
Kharmle Kiho without spending a Vold Polnt, You may choose
ta elther double @ bonus recelved from (he kiho or double the
duration.

Lion: The Kensai, or
“Sword-Saint” (Bushi)

The Lion Clan prides =elf on its adherence 1o tradition and
its reverence of the brave warriors that served the clan before
them. The Lion pass down its warriors” methods and kata. en-
suring that the nec geperarion of bushl peviorm them exaaly
a3 their ancestors did vears belore. Among the Lion warriors e
Kaeraasl. o Sword-Salnrs, who have mastered the kata and made
the movements a part of their very souls.

The Kensal are known thaoughout the Empire for having an
almost vepematural connection with thelr katana, Just as the
Kenshinzen are known for their mastery of laljutsy, the Kensai
are known for their mastery of kenjutsu, eamed with hours and
hours of practice.

Only Lion bushi may loin ihis school. 1 a bushi of another
clan wene sccepted to the school and learmed the Kensal's se-
crets, It would dishonor the memory of the bushi who toiled (o
crente the Lion's secret kata

“.E(]_'_JI REMENTS
I Tradis: Apllity 5, Viold 4
Hkllls: Battle 5, Kenjutsu o, Delense 4, Lore (Bushido) 4
Other: You must have learmed st beast one kata.

TECHNIQUES
RANK 1: THE POWER OF DISCIPLINE

The Kensai's Incredibic skills come from countless hours of
practice. You gain a free kata, for which you munst meet all re-
quircments. Al your experience costs for kata are halved. A
pumber of limes per-day equal 1o your School Rank, you may
acthiate 4 kata whille wabving its preparation time: the duration
of keata activated this way s habved. You muy add vour Kenjutsu
Skl 4o the total of alf your Initistive olls




 RANK 2 RITUAL OF STEEL

mnl moves with blinding speed. You may make an ad:
ditional attack per round. A number of times per day equal 1o
wour School Rank. you may gain the henefits of having spent a

sl Polnt on a kata without spending Veld. You may not then
nd more Voud 1o gain the benefits again.

¥ INVINCIBLE BLADES

' " Kersal has masterad the kst available 10 him, and u-.m
"' s and axctions come 1o him as naturally as his pext
Al the bepinning of each day. chaose one kesta you
e that kata s active s [ong 23 vou ane consclous. You may
To deactivate this kaea as a free action at any tme. You
spend 3 Void Points as an action ar any time to switch to a
ghk Kati or to reactivate the same kata. This kata does not
nt as an active kata for the purposes of having another kata
We, You may add twice your Kenjutsu Skill to the total of all
iltlathve rolls, replacing the Rank | Technlgque benent,

* Mantis: The Orochi Riders

sl by

ushi or Shugenja)

b purely elrcumstance that led the Mantls 1o find the Oro-

ruchl K and Moshi Minami wandered across the Twilight
“Mountains In search of a criminal who had eluded them for
iy months. Finally the pair cormered thelr quarry in a small
ve, and lollowed him inside.
hey found themselves in a world without rules, where the
#ocks flowed away fike wates, d‘n::huﬂqrmmml-
hhmpﬁm’-ﬂnﬁwmmd&mﬁucﬂhﬂ
'lhym:mha.ih:d‘:.mﬂﬂmﬂrunﬂmm

“ﬂchlmtnﬁg!ni}y&_m the Realm of Mis-
{ kldnm&uyhﬁmﬂwhmvmlmﬁrﬂmdn
exisied In Ningen-do had Zed fom Sakiaku with the help
I RNIDEY0 — Watler spriics narve 1o Rokugan — but many
M€ younger Otochi were unable to do the same. Tsurayuki
€ Orochl that remained trepped in the realm of tricksters:
il focated the two Mantis because they had brought the feel
- of Ningen-do with them.
Kl I and Minami would have perished there lind Minami not
i I'Iihrlﬂg shugenja. She knew a little about Realm magic,
siviacled Tsurayukl w kelp them, promising in ream 1o
v b dnglng the Orochl aut of Sakkaku, Though Tsurayuki was
¢ of enslavement, it agreed; Mirami used complex magic to
ﬂml pact between Tsurayuki and Tsuruchl Ki, binding their
logether.
naml's magle worked, and the o found themschves in
‘I'-illgh Mountaing. Tsuravuk! only parilally materialized
.and could sty for orly a shor time before it was
} blﬁ.‘lu'.‘illchl:u Ki found that he could concentrate on
. Mﬂihhlﬂnd where he could sense the Orochl, summoning
hlﬁw—du It promised hlinami that the Orochi under his
d would form such pacts with other worthy warmion.

Teuruchi Kl and Moshi Minami retumned 1o the Maniis Clan
a5 heroes. The Orochi Riders have an intimate connectlon with
thekr Orochi. and ihe Orochi Riders have swom 1o prolect the
Orochi untll they are fully commecied 10 Ningen-do and old
enouph 10 lend for themsehoes.

Chnly Mantks samural may join this Advanced School,

REQUIREMENTS

RingsTralts: Water 6. Void 5

Skills: Horsemanship 5, Lore: Orochi 3, Meditation 5. any
Weapon Skill at 5

Other: Honor Rank 2

TECHNIQUES

BANEK 1: THE OROCHI'S PACT

You are attuned to an Orochi. The Orochl remalns trapped in
Sakkaku untll you focus your energies to bring It Into Ningen-do.
A number of times per day equal to your School Rank, you may
aurman Your Crochl by spending & Vold oot and concentrals
tng for 1% raunds, The Orochi stays in the morial realm far thirty
minules before disappearing. Though vou are able to touch and
ride your Orochi {thanks o your spiritual connection], it i not
fully materialized in Ningen-do. Others see only a hary outline
af the Omchl. You may unsummon your Orochi al will, Your
Orochi swims as if its Water Ring were 7. It may shapeshift 1o
A form with slx legs (il you are on land when you summaon the
Qwechi, it appears in this form). Shapeshifting requires you o
spend a full round in Full Concentration. Your Orochi moves on
foot 25 i ity Water Ring were 5, and it may not perform its Con-
strict ability on land. You gain a TN bormus equal to your School
Rank plus Horsemanship while fiding yoor Orochi

tiyou are a shugenja, your speil sioss are permanently hatved.

rounded up. You may have Innaie Abiliies ondy of spells of
vour Affinity (you lose all other Innate Abilities). You have an
unrivaled spirinil connection with your Onochl, and you may
share thoughts with it at all Gmes (even while the Orochi is in
Sakkaku). You may cxpend a spell shot of any element to double
your Orachls speed and TN bonus for five minutes,
RANK 2: THE OROCHI'S LOYALTY
Your connedtion with the Orochl has sirengthened, and now it
fully materlalizes In Ningen-do when you summeon [t [t now
takes five rounds of concentration Lo swmmen your Crechl, The
Qrochl stays by your slde for sixey minutes before disappearing.
Oithers may now see your Orochl

Your Oroch| swimes as if fis Warer Ring were 8 and moves on
{01 as 1l ts Water Ring were 6. A number of times durlng each
manifestation equal to your School Rank, the Orochi can 1ake
the brint of an allack meant jor you. Il you succeed at an Aplli-
ry'Horsemanship roll with a T o 20, the Dvochi takes all of the
damage inficad of you. You pain a number of Free Ralses equal
to your School Rank on all attacks while riding the Orachl.

If you are a shugen(a, the Ovoch will always move 1o protiea
1wumh-;¢1wwuﬁml!yuﬂﬁuﬂﬂp1wmr a
spell slot a5 a full-round action o double its Catapace Rating
Tor one i,

= ———

-

S NOLDNAOUIN]




“INTRODUCTION

ILUJ\_I_I\ 3 THE OROCHI UNLEASHED

The Orochi has escaped from Saklaku, but its powers are so
weak that i remalng In an intangible form near vou until sum.
moned. It takes four rounds of conceniration 1o SWMMON Your
Orachi, and you no longer need 1o spend a Void Point. The Oro-
chi stays by your shde for ninety minutes before disappearing.

Your Orochi swims as if s Water Ring were 10 and moves
on kaot as i s Water Ring were 7. You may order the Orochl to
attack someone instead of making an amack yvourseli. You may
Ralse inve [imes on your aitack 10 attack on the same round as
your Orochi

Il you are a shupenfa, you may expend a spell slot as a full-
round action to heal the Orochi of 2 number of Wounds equal
10 4 X your Water Ring.

THE BUSHI'S OROCHI

—— —

Earth: Fire: 4 Water: 5 A A
Stremgth: 7

Rolls when Artacking: 3¢5 Rofts for Damage: 56

TH ko Ba Hit: 75 Fear: 4

Carapace: 4 Wounds Per Wound Lavel: 12

Shills: Stealth §
The Onochi has the following ability:

Constrickion: Any creature caught in the coils of an orochi takes
10k4 Wounds per round as the arochi constricts wath its massive
strength.

THE SHUGERAS OROCHI

N

To direct the powers of the Dmgons, the Dragan Channeler
must devote time, cffort, and sacriiice a lot of elemental power.
The Dfagons do not Bother with the aifales of monals, and
takes a large sactihce to gain the Dragons’ respect. A Dagon
Channeler is forever distinguished as a Drapon Channeler;
many of his spclls t2ke on a distincly ditlerent look. For ex-
ample, the spell Fires Zom Within andinarily launches a hall of
Ire against the arper. A Dragon Channeler’s Fires from Within
calls a small deapon of fie to Smite his taga

Ondy Phoenix shusenia may join the schoal, and jew ol them
study with the Drapon Chomneless. The Agatha are nol yet on
an equal footing with the otber Phecnlx schools, though no one
can prodict how the existrnor of this school will alfect their po-
lithial power within the can.

REQUIREMENTS

RingsTraits: Three Rings at 5

Skills: Lore: Elemental Dragons 5, Moditation 4, Spellcrait
5. Theology 4

Advantages: Messing of e Elements (any Element)

Other: You may wahe the requinement of the Blessing of the
Elements Advancape by raising all the Skl requirements by one.

TECHNIQUES

RAMK 1: AWAKEN THE POWER

You lose any Affinities and Deficiencies you had prior to enter
Ing: the sehoel. Your spell slots are permanently halved, nound:
ed up. You learn two spells that call the power of the Brrgons as
Innate Abdlitdes, You have 3 number of Drigon spell slots equal
tor yowr School [Rank.

Earth: Flra: 3 Water: 4 At
i Strength: b RANK 2: HARNESS THE POWER
Rells when Attacking: 644 Rells Tor Darmaga; Gh5
TN ta Be Hit: 20 Foar: 4
Carapace: 4 Wounds Per Wound Leval 12

Skille: Stealth 5
The Orochi has the following abilin:

Constniction: Any creature caught i the coils of an orochi takes
10kd Wounds pef round as the orochi constricls with Hs maisive
strength

Phoenix: Dragon Channeler
(Shugenja)

The Mecnix Dagon Chammclors are shopenia who reoeive the
poreer and blesslngs of the Flemental Diragon<. The first Dragon
Channcler was Agasha Mivoshi, 2 younp shopenja who prayed
at the Temple of the Seven Drasons in ihe Ciry of Remembrance
during a time of desperate need. She could not explain how
ghe received the power of the Elemental Dagons, but through
hours of praver and meticulous research she discovered spells
that would help to call upon a slicht pomion of the Elemental
Dvagons” power

Yat learn iwo mane spells that call the power of the Dragons is
Innate Abilithes. You may spend one Mald Point o reduce (he
casting time of a Deapon spell to three rounds. You may spend
three Vabd Polnis to casta Dragon spell without uslng a Dragon
spell slot

HAN'H 3: BESEECH THE DRAGONS

You leam three more spells that call the power of the Drapons
as Innate Abilitkes. You may spend one Viold Paint 1o reduce the
casting time of a Dragon spell o three Rounds. You may spend
two Vold Points to casl a Drapon spell without using a Dragon
sl shol.
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Dragon Spells

- ;_ spells are Mastery Level 7, When you cast one of them,
st spend a Dragon spell slot. Once a Dragon Spell slot
expended. It is porie. To regain Dragen spell slots, you must
1o the elemental dezrons for one hour per slot. This re-
2 VoldMedization roll with a TN of 25. Dragon spell slots
ot be regained more than orce per day

_Courage of the Thunder Dragon

Havored by the Thunder Dragon are said to be unsiop-
Your allles within rarge increate all thelr Rings by 1.and

Tease all your Rings by 2.

Ferocity of the Fire Dragon

[MENT: Fire

- BURATION: | minute
CAREA QF EFFECT: Self
GE: Sell

- The Flre Dragon fills your body with 1ts destructive power.

- Anyohe who hits you In mefee must make a Raw Fire Roll ara
TN of your Fire Ring x 5 or take Wounds equal o your Fire Ring

% 3. Your Weapon Skills are increased by 3 (even If that would
Ease the Skill pass 101 You deal an exira XkX Wounds In
=io-iHand combat, where X is vour Fire Ring.

stery of the Void Dragon

The Void Dragen Is the embodiment of everything and noth-
ing simultancously. You gain Fear 10. You gain a number of
extra Vold Points equal to vour Yoid Ring. Yot add triple your
Vivid Ring o the result of all rolls-

Perfection of the Celestial Dragon

FLEMENT: Ale. Earth, Fire, Water, Void
DURATION: | Rokougani hour
AREA OF EFFECT: Sl

FANGE 15 radkis

You call upan the blessing of the Celestial Dragon, the embodi-
ment of Tengoku, All allies within range may re-roll any roll
ance. keeping the second roll. A number af times equal 1o your
lowest Ring + School Rank, vou sutomatically succeed on any
1ol that Is not a damage roll. You may not galn the bonuses
of Ralses on awtomatically-successiul rolls, even I you would
lhave palned Free Ralses on the rall.

Power of the Shadow Dragon

ELEMEMNT: Al

DURATIOM: | Rokupani hour
AREA OF EFFECT: Sell
FAMGE: Sel

This spell has yet lo be discovered by the masters of the Drag-
on Channeler School. The Shadow Diagon’s realm (s misdirec-
ton and cormuption. You gain a number of Free Radses equal o
wour Air Ring on all rolls to persunde someone of lic 10 some-
one. A number ol times equal o vour School Rank. you may
increase the TN of any spell st naarby by 15. 1 the spell ils,
the caster Immediately sains one dic of Shadowlands Tabnt.

Protection of the Earth Dragon

ELEMENMT: Eanth
DURATION: | minute
AREA OI' EFFECT: Seclf
RANGE: 15" radius
The Earth [vapgon is indestructible, unylelding, and unsiop-

pable. Your allles within range ain a Carapace Ratling equal 1o
wour Earth Ring, and you are Invulneralle,

Purity of the Jade Dragon

ELEMEMT: Earth
DLREATION: | Rokugan] hour
AREA OF EFFECT: 25° radius
RaMGE: Self

The lade Dragon's power protects you from coruptive influ-
ences. For the durathon of the spell, any eifect that would polson
you of give you the Shadowlands Taint automatically falls. Any
creaiture with the Shadowiands Taint within a 25" radius sulfers
XX Wounds every round, where X s your Eznth Ring.
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INTRODUCTION

Tranquility of the Water Dragon

ELEMENT: Waler
DURATION: Instantancous
AREA OF EFFECT: Sclf
RANGE- 15 radins

The Water Dragon’s power lics in peace and healing. Your al-
lie< within =nge beal a number of Wound Ranks equal 1o vour
Witer Ring. Additionaily, everyone within the spell’s range must
immediately make 2 Raw Water Check. with 3 TN equal 1o 10
plus your Wailer Ring x 5. Those who fail must immediately stop
Eghting. and they cannet fight for another Rokugani hour unkess
someone directly threatens their life or honor (and they pass a
Willpower chieck with a2 T of 25).

L Whim of the Air Dragon

ELEMEMT: Alr

DU RATION: Casual Concentration
AREAOF EFEECT: Seli

RAMNGE: Self

The Alr Dragon Is the embodiment of speed, prace, and libeny
from the confines of the earth, The Alr Dragon sumounds you
and carries you in his grasp. You galn a bonus 1o your TN 1o Be
Hi equal 1o your {(Alr Ring + School Rank) x 5. You may fly ai a
speed that is nwice vour normal movement speed.

Scorpion Shadow-Hunter (Ninja)

When the Shadow-Hunter school was created. the Scorplon
Clan was in preaipeed of a defense against the insidious Lying
Darkriess. The Shadow-Hunters was created in response 5o that
need.

Adter the Lying Darknez< was defeated. the Shadow-FHunter
sensei discussed the school’s foture. Could they survive without
an enenmy o Gght? Eventually they reallzed that while the Lying
Darkness had been defeated, enemivs of the Scorpion Clan still
hurked in the shadows. The Shadowlands soll thieatenad. in the
form: of monstrous beasts and maho-tsukal.

The sensei of the Shodow-Flunter school have added skills 1o
their repertoire o update the school for its current challenges.
The new Shadow-Hunter Is truly a master of the darkness, a
warrior who can destroy the monsiers that threaten the ¢lan,
The Shadow-Tunters are not averse Lo targeting other samural
wha threaten the Scorpion Clan,

Only a Scorplon samursl may Joln (he Shadow-Hunier
gchool, Few outslde of the Clan know of (he schoal, The Scor-
prlom would ke 1o keep 1t that way,

REQUIREMENTS

RingsTraits: Awareness 4, Perception 4, Vioid 4

Skills: Hunting 4, Investigation 5, Lone: Lying Darkness 3,
Steakth 5

Advantage: Hean of Vengeance (Goju and Ninube)

Other: You may waive the Heart of Vengeance Advaniage
requirement bry ratsing all Skill Requirements by one.

TECHNIQUES
RANK 1: STRIKE OF THE RIGHTEOUS
The Shadow-Hunber travels tn the darkness 1o bunt his clans
encmics. You gain a number of Free Rabwes equal to your In-
shght Hank on all =tack mdls agains: manbestations of the Ly-
ing Darkness, against ameone who possesses Shadow Points, or
sgalmst aryone who possesses the Shadowlands Taing. These
Raises may only be used 10 increase damage. Additionally, vou
galn a number of Froe Raises to all Stealth rolls equal to vour
School Rank plus one.

RANK X SCENT OF THE PREY )

By gpending a Vold Point, you Immediately become aware
of any Living Darkness spawn or any Individual with Shadow
Polnts within 1007, Additionally, you may add double vour
Stealth Skill to vour T ta B Hit,

RANK 3 STRIKE FROM THE DARKNESS

A number of times per day equal 1o your School Rank, you
may choose (o double the resull of a domoge roll agninst any
enemy who was not aware of vour presence before your attack,
Once per day, you may spend two Vold Polnts to instead triple
the damage. The doubling or tripling must be declared befare
the anack moll.

WUnicorn White Guard (Bushi)

The White Guard are the most fearsome unht in all the Unicom
armics, rivaled only by fhe Usala shiotome, o “Ratthe Maidens"
The White Guard was almost destroyed centurics ago when the
Moto daimyo led bis loroes imo the Shadowdands. planning to
destroy Fu Lene's minions. The White Guard &l to the Taint
and rose again & the Slack Guand, amony the deadlicst of the
Shadowiands” forces. The few White Guard who survived bose
the shame of their brothers” defeat. and became sullen wamiors
obsessed with their own deaths. It wiss only after the Moto tibe
emerged from the Burning Sands, amd Moto Gaheris ked them
to destrov the Black Guard, that the White Guard returned 1o
Its farmer glony:

The White Guard are unparalleled homemen and warriors,
and study the teachings of both the Tao and the Fortunes in
thelr pussule of purity. Each samural who Jolns swears an eter-
nal oath to serve the Khan and the Guard above all others, and
tikes up the study of religion with Incredible zeal 1o foreseall
any possible corruption,

Only Moto samurai are accepled Into the White Guard.

REQUIREMENTS
RingeTraits: Earch 5, Agility 5, Strenjih 4
Skills: Horsemanehip 5, Theology 5, mmy ane Weapon Skill at 5

TECHNIQUES
RANK 1: SHIELD OF THE RIGHTEOUS

50 phous are the White Guard that even the kami respect their
devotion. If you are targeted by a spell, you may spend a Vioid
Point to add three fimes your mnks in Theolopy to the TN of that
spell. If you are targeted by more than one spell in a roursd, vou
Mafhﬂmifmm:hyspmdmumﬂrﬂﬁm;ﬁqﬁl
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| RANK 2 IN MY ANCESTORS NAME

L e merciless White Guard display incredible speed and devas-
ating powet. You may make an additienal attack per round.

-
=

 RANK 3: FURY OF HEAVEN
3 he certainty of the White Guard's religious devotion rransforms
i from simpie samuzal 1o unrelenting forces of nature. You
ive a number of Froe Raises on all Weapon Skill rolls equal
| mmﬁmihnl-.gy (reunding down).

L [ |
gh the Great Clans, perticularly the Crane and Scorpion,
 themselves on their accomplishments In court, the Impe-
flies Influence the Imperial Court far more than the clan
The Otomo excel in thee court settiog, and ndeed ¢on-
ltles their sacred dury. These seli-styled masters make it
usliess fo know everything about everyone, from the most
ful and Influential Crane courtiers to the lowlicst Tortolse
seaclor, Nathing escopes thelr notice, These courllers have
sed history's lessons, and know that even the mos: layal or
m satant subject can become a threat, as witness the Scor-
Clan Coup and Mantis Champlon Gusal's treachery. Only
ol Imperial lincage may leam these Technlques.

UIREMENTS
ipwTraits: Awarencss o
lls: Courtier 6, Deceit 5, Etiquenie 4
IQUES

ANK 1: THE EMPEROR'S GRACE
A Master of the Courts cmderstands 1hat there & no differ-
e berween amack and defense, and that woeds are far moee
dly than steel. You may spencd 2 Void Point to use your Court-
Il In place of vour Etiquetie Skill or vice versa. This effect

a number of Rokugani hours equal w your Insight Rank,
you may choose to emd it belore that lime expires.

& FAVORED AMONG THE HEAVENS

hﬁﬂq}‘d words of a politiclan can sway even the most ag-
2 mind, and the proper supgestion In the heat of banle
Mo an enemy to an ally, You may use your Decell
kil In place of your Defense SKill, gaining all Defense Skill
. \rgl.]_i'ﬁhllllilr:s s If you possessed Defense at a rank equal
Deceli,

K 3 VOICE OF THE SUN AND MOON

 edict from o master can shape lives as surely as if Lady
2on ar Lord Surn had descended from the Heavens 1o take a
© In the mortal realm. After spending ten minutes in conver

With someanc. vou may spend 2 Viold Peint 10 grant him
one of the following Advantages o Disadvantapes: Allies
Polnts or less), Bad Reputation. Social Position. or Sworn
. _Hpﬂmuiﬁs}.hnmﬂl_igurpumnuhafm
S Raoll against vou o aveld this. No tampet may
=% ABected by this Technique more than ance per season.

"o

Minor Clan Defender
(Bushi or Shugenja)

The history of Rokugan's Minor Clans has been checkered at
best. The Snake were destroyed for practicing maho, The Boar
wete comupled by a powerul artifsct. The Badper were viru-
ally destroyed when one of them summoned an ond. The Mare
were dishanded because of their Kolat affillation, although that
charge was Later proven Glse and the clan was restored 1o hon-
o Throughout it all, the Great Clans have ukimately raken lile
notice. The Minos Clans are litthe move than a lootnote in the
Empire’s histony.

There are those among the Minor Clans who strugple against
this mediocrity, Some are men and women of such skill that the
Empire must ockniwledge thelr prowess. Such Individunls are
defenders of thelr familles and elans, strugpling 1o galn recognl-
tion for the Minor Clans despite the prejudice they face. Only
Minor Clans produce Defenders, because Great Clans have
nothing 1o prove in this arena,

REQUIREMENTS

RingaTralts: Agility 5, Stremgth 4 (bushi); one Ring a1 5
[shugenja)

Skills: Onc Weapon Skill at 5 (bushi); Spelicraft 5

{shugenja)
TECHNIQUES

BANK 1: HEROS QUEST

A detender’s determination fuels his reputation, and his repu-
tation in rum makes him further determined 1o gain gory foe
his clan. Sekect one of your School Skills. Whenever you make
a roll using that Skill, roll additional dice equal to your Glory
Rank. Shupgenja defenders may also add their Glory Rank o the
total of all spell-casting rolls made jor one chowen dement.

RANK 2: STRENGTH OF HUMILITY

A e defender never ceases in his quest 1o better himsell and
his clan. Il you are a bushi, you gin an additional attack per
round. If you are a shugenja, choose any one spell of Mastery
Level 3 or lower. You may cast this spell once per day with three
Free Ralses, and this casting does not expend a spell slot, This
spell may also be cost normally, using a spell slot, but does not
recelve the Free Ralses.

RanMi 3 Know No BOUNDARIES

Conviction and determination can elevate even the lowest sam.
ural 1o greatmess i he but follows his own sense of honor in
maments of crisls. You may spend a Void Point to temporarily
gain two additional Status Ranks, forcing others o recognize
your talents and abilitics. This Technique lasts for one Rokugani
hour, during which time you may also add vour Glory Rank to
the 1otal of all School Skill rolls, attack rolls (i a bushi) or spell-
casting rolls (If a shupenja). and damage molls:
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“INTRODUCTION

Master of the Elements (Shugenja)
There are a handful of individuals bom in each generation
who command such incredible power that they surpass other
shugenia to the oxtent that shugenja surpass peasants. They
are the stuil of lepends and nightmares, and their acions write
history. Some have been great boons to the Empire, but oth-
ers have threstzned fo destrov it Many Phoenix who become
particulardy powerful Elemental Masters have been Magiers of
thie Elements, a5 have those who bear the Naka name. Current
Grand Master of the Elements Maka Tokel and Vioice of the Em-
peror lsawa Sezaru ane two recent cxamples. These Techniques
become seli-evident 1o anvone who can meet the daunting re-
quirements.

REQUIREMENTS
Rings/Traits: Ay one Ring at o, all others at 4
Skills; Theology 5, Spelleraft 7
Other: You must possess al least 5 spells as Innate Abilities.

TECHNIQUES

HAMNE I STONE AMONG THE FLAMES

The strength of the elements purges weakness. You lose all De-
ficlencles, retaining any Adfinities. This rank counts as an ad-
ditdonal rank in vour original School,

RANK 2: WIND AMONG THE WAVES

The lickle kami both command and obey, both whizsper amd
shout, but a masier can always find the path to reach harmony
with the spirits. You many spend a Void Point when casting any
spell 10 have the spell succesd muomatically without requiring
a rofl. A spell cast In this way may benelt from Free Ratses, bt
mo olher Raises may be made on it Spells cast in this way do
nol cxpend a spell slol. This rank counts s an sdditional rank
in your original School.

RANK 3: THE SECRETS BETWEEN ALL THINGS

The true secret is that all kami share the same spirit, regardiess
of their elemental affinities. You may cast any spell you krow as
a spell of a different element by increasing the spell’s Mastery
Level by 1. A Fire spell of Mastery Level 4, for example, could
b cast as an Earth spell of Mastery Level 5, This mnk counts ag
two additonal ranks 1n your orglnal School,

New Paths

While the vas: maiority of schools in Rokugan follow a inear
path ol study, there arc some who believe that true masiery of
onescll comes fom mastering 2 wide varicty of abilitics. Only
by varylng onc’s marti=! irining can one be prepared

New Paths are individuz! deje lounded and maintained by
influential sects or even powerful Individuals within a clan.
They typically teach a single specialized style of fighting or phi-
losaphy of combes. Many of these dolo only accept applicants
from certain schools, and masters of the New Poaths require thelr
stuclents 1o study at spaciic schoals onee thelr tralning in the
Mew Path 18 complete. In this way they guarantee a course of
stucly that will build upon and refine the traliing of the Path.

HOwW DO THEY WORK?

Mew Paths ane juse what their nome mplles: new ways of com-
bining training styles w achieve a character whose talents ane
gomewhat mone diverse than a student of o single school. Mew
Paths have a Path of Entry requirement, which states the exact
school and School Rark (not Insight Rank) a chamcter must
be in onder 10 be accepied in the Paith’s dojo. For cxample, the

Defenders of Uikku accept enly snudents who have achieved

the sccond mnk of the Shiba Yojimbo School. bul arc nof et
third Rank in that Scdhool.

Simifarty, New Paihs have a Path of Egress. This specifies
what schools the smdent may attend after his training in the
Mew Path has been complicted and he ks ready o advance once
maore. Usually, this means that the founder of the New Path was
orginally a student of the mentioned school and arranped for
his students to study there upon their graduation. As fong as the
chamacter follows both the Path of Entry and the Path of Egress,
the Multiple Schools Advaniage Is not required and no cost i
incurred.

Example: Mirumaoto Sumisu s a Rank 2 Mirumoto Bushi, He
applics for permission to study at the dojo of the Nightingale
Samiral, and s granted leave by hils sensel, Upon completion
il B wudies with the Mightingale Samurml, Sumisu retams o
the Mirumots Bushl school, the path sugpested by his Ingtroc-
tors, Lpon achieving Insight 200, Sumisuts School Rank will be
Mirumoto Bushl Nightgale Samisral 1. This Is an acceptable
courie of study among the Dragon, and Sumisu does not pay for
the Multiple Schools Advantage at any polnt.

SHUGENJA AND NEW PATHS

Entering o Mew Shugenja Path does not impede o shugenjas
understanding of the kami. A shugenja may add his Rank in the
New Path to anmy of his former shugenja School Ranks. Unless
qﬂiﬁc;llh' stated by the New Path. you gain no Affinity o Defi-
chency for entering an Advanced School. but retain any Affinity
or Deficiency formerly acquired.
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I. IRUMA STALKERS (NINJA)

the Hiruma lards zre 5o close 10 the heart of the Shad-

the Himuma sooies are constantly in the crucibie.

wmﬁkmmﬁ time. 3 pew st of

sts developed: veterans skilled at infilrating the Shadow-

s forces and assassinating particularly cralty or powerful

s belore they freatened Shivo Hinema. These scouls,

Hiruma Stalkers. have cven been deploved against ooca-
human Larpets.

hnique Rank: 3

iof Entry: Hiruma Scout 2

ath of Egress: Hida Berserker 1 of Hiruma Scout 3

1OLE: PIERCING STRIKE

irumn Stalkers are proficient hunters who can find the
nuu of any target. 1 you strilke a [oe that I8 unaware of
rpunnﬂ: {and thus has a TN of 5 + armor), you ignore all
{Inelucing Carapace] for your first stiike. When you make
meles attack, your target's Carapace Ratlng Is recluced by your
' You may add twice vour Earth Ring to the result of
ped Stealth Ralls.

HIJS LEGION (BUSHI)

brother of the Great Bear, Hida Tsuru, created this heavily
ored cavalry unic. mum&mmwmuﬁa
that bypess the Carpenter's Wall and is a great help o
Crab in Clan wariare. Hrh"l’mma.m.! Hida Kuroda

IH,LFE OVERRUN

kL peeive a war steed, i you do not have anc already. You
Free Ralse when using a yari. 1f you are in the Full Attack
wu may declare a charge as a (ull-round action. You
Ina srmighl line and make an .&ﬁlliw.-"i-]mmman—

Banditry, looting. and destruction thar overcame the Ya-

| -'  during the recent war against the Crane Clan. The
EETpers swore 1o protect the villages from the ravages of
3 Shara, the most Exmous Peacekeeper and the creator
: ﬁdﬂﬂqlﬂ used her considerable skills 1o successfully
the profitable Friendly Traveier Village.

Technique Rank: |

Path of Entry: Mone. This is an entry-level path

Path of Egress: Hida Bushi 1, Hisuma Scout |

Benefit: 1 Agilicy

Honor: 2.5

Skills: Athletics. Defense, lujutsy, Kenjutsu, Lore: Law,
Polearms (Sodegarami), amy one High or Buapet Sidll

Outfit: As Hila Bushi or Hirema Scout (vour cholcel

TECHNIOUE: UPHOLD ORDER

The Yasuki Peacckecpers are defenders of the peace, charped
with stopping drunk and disorderly samural, fighting off ban-
dits and the occasional Shadowlands force that slip past the
Carpenter Wall. You gain a Free Raise to all attempts to Disarm
any opponent, You may add your Fire Ring to the result of all
Jlujutsy, Kenjutsy, or Polearms rolls,

Crane |

ASAHINA SOHEI (SHUGEN]A)

The Asahina s o peacelul family, However, many recent Asa-
hirna have not been able to tolerate the depravity rampant in
the Empire, and have taken up arms. Asahina Sekawa, the cur-
rent fade Champlon and Asahina Daimyo, is the leader of the
Asahina Sohel,

Technigque Rank: 3
Path of Entry: Asahina Shegenja 2
Path of Egress: Asahina Shigenia 3

TECHNIOQUE VERGEFUL WIND

Druszing Mass Baitle you roll AlrBattle (Mass Combat) for the
T&sdﬂrhmﬂllﬂmnmmaﬂﬁumuﬂnw
Air Ring to the result of the roll. In hand-to-hand combat you
roll AirTijutsy instead of AgilityTiujutsu, and you add your Air
Ring to the result of all unarmed damage rolls.

DAIDOJ! IRON WARRIORS (BUSHI)

Although the Daidoji are renowned for their unconventional
banle tactics, It Is still the duty of the Daidofi (o make up the
bulk of the Crane armed forces. When the time comes for direct
confrontatlon, the Daldoji Iron Warrtors are always in the front
lines, These heavily armed spearmen face down thelr foes with-
ot Msiehing,

Technique Rank: 3
Path of Entry: Daldoll Harrder 2, Kaldia Bushl 2
Path of Egress: Daldojl Harrler 3, Hida Bushi |

TECHMNIQUE: STRENGTH OF THE REED

The Tron Warrlors exploit the reach of thelr weapons, When us-
ing a polearm or spear against an enemy who does not, you roll
two exira dice on your altack rofls- In addition, you may ignore
TN penaltics for wearing amor on all skills except Stealth, and
you roll two extra dice on Initiative molis.

e NO HED A G O N ——

ey R R e =T

=

— T

- ———

i e R e e R




= INTRODUCTION

-

e,

YASUKI COURTIER (COURTIER)

The Yasukl who refurned 1o the Crane Clan were mosthy court-
lers. Though they were eager to join the famous Dofi Court-
ler School, the “pefurped” Yasukd also wished (o pass on the
uniquely mercantile skills they had already lkeamed to other
Crane Yasuki The Crane [lked the kdea. and allowed the cre-
athon of the Yasuld Courtier school.

Technigque Rank: 1
Path of Entry: Nonc. This is an entry-level path.
Path of Egres=: Dioji Courticr 1

Benefit- +1 Awarensss

Homor: 2.5

Skills: Commerce, Courther (Manipulaticn), Etiguene (Bu-
reaucracy], Sezalth (Sneaking), Tea Ceremony, any one Bugei
skill, any one High ar Merchant Skill

Ourfir: As Dojl Courtler.

TECHNIQUE: THE CARP AND THE CRANE
Those whe returned o the Crane Clan brought thelr unlgue
commerchal skills. You lose no Honor for conducting trade in
public. You add your Alr Ring 1o the wial of any School Skill
Rolls. You may spend a Vold Polnt to recelve a number of Free
Ratlses o any Contested Soclal SKIL roll equal 10 your rank In
the Doji Courtler School plus one.

e e ———

Dragon

KITSUKI JUSTICAR (BUSHI)

The Justicars are magistrates tralned In the Kisuki method of
brvestipation that refies upon physical evidence 1o draw conslu-
shops. The Justicar is trained to hunt down criminals and bring
them 1o justice. Thelr intensive Laljutsu tmining helps them 1o
ensure that the Rolugond justioe svslem sees thelr works as
valid. When the Justicar finds his tanget. nothing will stop his
relentless sirike.

Technigue Rank: 3

Path of Entry: Kitsuki Courtier 3, Khsukl Magisitate 2

Path of Egress: Re-enter the same schoal at Courtier 4 or
Magistrate 3

TECHMNIOQUE: STRENGTH OF EVIDENCE

The Justicar believes in the righteousness of his duty, and his
tlesire (o bring eriminals fo justice knaws no bounds, While you
are faglng, In o skirmishoor duel, a erlimipn] for whom you have
proof of guilt, your Reflexes, Agiliry, and Vold are all considered
to be one higher, and your lafjutsu Skill and Kenjutsu Skill are
both considered to be two higher.

NIGHTINGALE SAMURAI (BUSHI)

The Nightingale style of fighting was developed by an inge-
nilous young woman named Minumoto Nammi during the early
darys of Toturi [ITs reign. She used her statling speed lo move in
and out of amack sange while making an overwhelming numbes
of seemingly uncontrolled strikes. An observer of her style gave
her the ~nightingale™ nickname. comparing her movements to
thuose of 2 bird in fight. Rosanfin approved of her sovle and gave
ber keave to teach ber Technigoe to the Minumoto srudente,

Technlque Rank: 2
Path of Entry: Mirumate Bushi 2
Path of Egress: Miumoto Bushi 3

TILHHH’.‘LI_I[ l"I_Il.;H I OF THE NIE-HTIN_!...’SII.I

The Mightingale samurai use erorthodox tics and u:l..rr:dlhi-:
spoed. amacking quicily while icigning a defense vulnerabls
o attack. For the purposss of this Technigue, your Mirumoto
Bushi School Rank is considered 1o be one higher. By spending
a Void Polnt, you gain 2 bonus to your TN o Be Hit equal 1o
fve times your Minmnote Bashi School Rank. for a pumber of
rounds equal to your Minumaoto Bushi School Rank. You must
move each Round this Techrique is acthve. You may nol use this
Technibque In an laijutsi duel. You may have this bonus active
only once al any fime.

TAMORI YAMABUSHI (SHUGEN]JA)

The Twmaorl have always been o maclal shupenja famlly, a8
willing to throw themselves into combat as any bushi, The spells
hislel I secret by the Yamabushl are powerlully destructive, bt
wapdroug o e,

Technigque Rank: 3
Path of Entry: Tamor Shugenja 2
Path of Egresa: Tamari Shugenja 3

TECHMIQUE: SOUL OF THE DEEPEST l";r'iIlTH

The Yamabushi are ammead o the heast of the mountain. You
add twice your Emth Rirg to the result of your anack rolls. You
mary spend a Vold Poins 1o grant this ideniical bonus 1o another
characies, of o double vour cum bonus lor a number of rounds
equal 1o your Insight Rank + L. Additionally, you gain a Fres
Ralse on all spells vou have leamed as Innate Abilities.

Lion

LiION DEATHSEEKER (BUSHI)

Honar is the most important thing in a Lion bushis life.
Should a Lion bushi loses his honor, he must cleanse it through
blood, Many dishonored Lion choose 1o commit seppulku, but
others choose (o serve the clan as Deathseekers, those who at-
tempt to fall in combat against the clan's encmies. Though the
Deathseckers have no time to create a &chool, a similar mad-
nets overtakes each Deathsecker as they fight 10 dle for the
clam

Technigue Rank: Any

Path of Entry: Any Lien or Ronin bushi

Path of Egress: Reenter the same
next-highest Rank

Requirements:
Disadvantage

Ii this path Is used as a Rank | Technique, use the following
information:

Benefit: +1 Strength

Honor: 1.5

Skills: Barntle. [iujuisu. Kerjutsu {(Katana), Kyojutsu, Lores
Bushido, anmv two Busci Skills

Outfit: As Matsu Berserien

school ot the

Denthseeker

Honor 2.5 or

higher,




wﬂl When a dichonored PC wishes 1o join the Lion
aihsecke ,hmmmdjalmummn-rhi:.hlplmsdm
o enter this Path. The less of Rank is permanent. This
octs the fact that most Deathseckers will not live 1o sz their

Insight Ranic

s wish 10 redecm their dishonored names by Ealling
the Lions m-r"n:i and throw rhrrmhti into

you mary mﬁ.[chmﬁ!uﬂ:]llhfi‘h.ﬁmnlsnfE
in one Free Raise per reduction on all attacks that round.
se Ralses may only be used to deal increased damage. You
not reduce your TN below 5. Additionally. lower all TN
you receive from Wounds by twice your Honor Rank.

| WARDEN (BUSHI)
ardens guard the borders of the [.Iun Clan agalnst ban-

i htngc inourited rranps n.mive ngainat Infantey, but also
how ln counteroct the benefits of cavinlry should they face

nigque Rank: |
of Entry: Nene. This s an entry-level path.
'ﬂﬂmﬂmﬁknduﬂush' 1, Matsu Berserker 1

+1 Perception

e Athletics, Defense, Horsemanship, Kenjutsu, Kyu-

¥ lﬂ.ﬂ?ﬂnn’ﬂﬂ

ECHNM] QUE ROLUING THUNDER

Ilﬁmmmm or who are on foot while you
: mm:gaw_. gain a Free Ralse on at-

Honally, you moll ene extra die on [nitiative rolls

e

KO'S HEART (BUSHI)

Hm is an elite unit created by Matsu Tur during the
Spleits to hunt spirits who betrayed thelr aths to Kitsu
0, the Lion Champion at the time, These bushl trained ex-
aly [n exploiting the enemies' weaknesies, Tsuko's Heart
85 10 learn the weaknesses of the Lion Clan's greatest
o best gerve the elan.

tlque Rank: 3
of Entry: Akodo Bushi 2
of Egress: Akodo Bushi 3

INIQUE: TSUKO'S JUSTICE

% the bonuses you receive from your Know the Schoal

gain a Free Raice 1o all Disarm or Knockdown checks

‘mﬂﬂmﬁmm you gain a bo-
YOurTN 10 Be Hit equal to twice your Honor Rank.

Mantis

MOSHI GUARDIAN OF THE S5UN (BUSHI)

The male Moshl are cicmally deveted o the female Moshi
shugenia and have swom o defend them from all threats. The
gaardians develop their skills with the yari and how 1o exploit
thelr exra reach with an intensity that bosders on obsesshon
Those who have secn the Guardsans in action rarely anempt ag-
gressions agalnst the Moshi agein, as the Guardians hold noth-
irggz back in combat with their enemies.

Technlgue Rank: |

Path of Entry: None. This Is an eniry-level path.

Path of Epress: Tsuruchi Bounty Hunter | or Yorltomo
Bushi 1

Bencfit: + 1 Agllity

Honor: 2.5

Skills: Athletles, Defense, Kenjutsu, Kyajulsu, Mediailon,
Spears (Yarll, any one High or Bugsi 5kill

Cruefies Watana, waklbzashi, tanta, I"F“:.]-" light armor klmona
and sandals, travelling pack: 2 koku, =

TECHMIOUE: THE VIGILANT SENTINEL

The Mosh! Guardlan hones his skills until he con wield his
spear as an extension of his bady. You may spend a Viold Point
to gain a number of Free Raises equal 1o your Fire Ring 10 any
Defense or Spears roll whilz wielding a spear. For every Raise
you make while Guanding. your ward recehies an exira +3 1o his
TN 1o Be Hi.

TSURUCH! SWORDSMAN (BUSHI)

Mot all Tsuruchl become archers. Those who follow the way of
the gword use a style that emphasizes speed and athleticism.
With their agility, they are able to periorm fents that seem al-
most supemnaturally powerful. Thelr keen eyes allow them o
cuf arrows in midair.

Technigque Rank: 2

Path of Entry: Tsuruchi Bounty Hunter |

Path of Egress: Tsuruchl Bounty Hunier 2 or Yorltomo
Bushi 1

TECHNIOQUE: DARTING WINGS

Choose one Kenutsu Emphasts that you possess: vou aded your
rank in Athletics 1o the result of all your melee attacks ihal uge
that sweapori. While In thie Full Attack stanee, you may roll Agll-
iwKenjutsu to cut an in-flight amow aimed at another individ-
wal withbn 107, The T for thie rall s the archer's attack rall, I
successful, you slice the amrow in two and it inflicts no dam-
ape. While In the Full Defense stance, yvour TN 10 Be HI versus
ranged attacks Is increased by twice vour Kenjutsu Skill,

YORITOMO EMISSARY (COURTIER)

The Yorttomo Courtler school emphacizes the use of intimida-
tion a5 an cfiecthve ool o obtain goals. The Emissaries were
those courtiers who became skilled in dangerous nopotiations
from the courts of mainland Rokogan to courts in gaijin nations.
The Emissaries ate skilled af keeping up discusslions with hos-
tile forces even when at the byvink of war.
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Technigue Rank: 3

Fath of Entry: Yoriiomo Courtier X

Path of Egress: Yoritomo Courther 3
TEE!.IP-'|Q!_JI‘.: INTREMD NEGOTIATOR

The Emissary fnds a way 0 nepotiste proftably even while
dealing with hostile factions. For the purposes of this Tech-
nbque, your Mantte Courtler School Rank ks considered 1o be
one hipgher. You may spend a Vold Point whenever you make an
Etbguenie roll 10 add Eve times your Rank In the Yortoma Court-
fer School 1o the result of the mll. You may make a Courticr
{Manipuiation) or Etiquente (Conversation) roll against an en-
emy’s Intellipence x 5 to convince him that it would be umvise
1o harm vou (he must succeed al a Willpower check against a
T of 20 10 doso).

Phoenix

THE CHOSEN PHOENIX (SHUGEN]JA)

D of the greatest cells of the Bloodspeaker cult Turks within
the PFhoenix lands. Thraugh the revival of luchiban and the great
telals that followed, Bloodspeaker shugenja Agnsha Kinuy his
lec her Chosen Phaenlx with wisdom and an iron fist. Kinuye
affectionately refers to her followers as Kinuye's Blood, and it is
a tribute to her skill and ruthlessness that her cell has survived
for so long. Many of the Chosen Phoenix remain fescely loyal
ie the Phoenix Clan

Technigue Rank: 2

Path of Entry: Any Phoenix Shugenja |, any ronin
Shugenja 1

Path of Egrcsss Re-enter the same school 2t Rank 2.

TECHNIOUE: THE HIDDEN MREDATOR

¥iou may cast maho spells using your Path of Entry School Rank
instead of the Maho-Tsukal School Rank. You do not gain the
other benefits of the Maho-Tsukal School. You gain an Affmity
jor maho spells. You gain two Free Ralses on all Decedl molls.

THE DEFENDERS OF UIKKU (BUSHI)

The Defenders of Uikku are a secrel brotherhood of samurmi
based in Kyuden [sawa devoted w guarding the scrolls of the
prophet Uikku, Mear the end of hig life, Likkn predicted the de-
structlon of the Great Clans, and the prophecies’ very exislence
[s i earefully mamtalned sect The Delenders will defend 1o
their deaths the seralls that deseribe the Dooms of the Clans,

Technique Rank: 3
Path of Entry: Rank 2 Shiba Yo|imbo
Path of Egress: Rank 1 Shiba Bushl

TECHNIOUE: SEVER TOMODRROW

The Defender of Uikku i attuned 1o the ebb and Sow of the
kbarmic wheel YWhile on Full Defense, if an opponent sucoess-
fully hits yvou (but before he rolls damage), Yoo may spend a
Vild Poine. Make 2 Raw Vodd Roll with a TN equal o your
attackers moder attack roll. I voul are sucoesstud, the opponent’s
attack automatically misses, and you immediateiy hir him. Ad-
ditionally, you add vour Viold Ring plus your Honor Rank o all
your srzack and damape rolls

ASAKO IMQ_HISITGR{SIIU{_EENIM
While the Kuni Witch Hunters specifically seek out beasts and
mndividuals with the Tainz and the fade Magistrares bunt the
Emplee’s criminals. the Ingquisitors irafic In unexplained magi-
cal phenomena. Thev specialize in the location and climination
of maho-tsulcal.

Technigue Rank: <
Path ol Entry: Anv Phoenix Shugenja Schood 3
Path of Egress: Rocnter the same school at Rank 4

TECHNIQUE: STEALING THE ELEMENTS

Shugenja may command the kami, but the Inquisiions can in-
fluence them in subile ways thal most shupenja are woeiully
unprepared 1o face. By spending a round during the casting time
concentrating, you may czncel one casting action by a shupes—=
fir- Make a VoldMeditation roll m a TH of 15 + five times the =
Mastery Level of the spell This cannot concel a spell with a
Mastery Level of 5 or igher, Additfonally, you roll one extea die
en all attck rolls against shugenjd,

Scorpion

BAYUSHI VIOLATOR (BUSHI)

When the Scorpion were exiled to the Buming Sands. a young
samiral pamed Bayushi Elyo was consumed with harred foF
the Crane who had cechestrated the exile. His hatred made him |
carcless, amd he almost died in those forelgn lands. Luckily, &
group of immornal Ashatan took pity on him and saved his hile.
They gave him 2 aydal mack and tught him a Technique de-
signed 10 disrupy the fighting stvie of his opponents. It s a vis
clous style of fghting. onc thal serves the Scorpion well

Technigque Rank:- 3
Path of Entry: Bayushi Bushi 2
Path of Egress: Shomuro Shinobi |

TECHMNIOGUE: CONCENTRATED STRIKE

You may spend a Veid Polnt 1o force all opponents within 15710
spend an additional Void Point to use any of thelr Techniques,
spells, kiho, or kata for the next five Rounds., 1f an ability did not =
require a Void expenditure before, It now costs one Vold Paint-
Additienally, vou gain an extm Free Ralse for every round yous
Focus,

BITTER LIES SWORDSMAN (BUSHI) .
The school of Bitter Liss was founded shorely bedore the Clan
Watr began by the Infimous Scorplon Clan Mirtyr, Bayushi Tan=
pen. Students of this style are capable of extraordinary feats that
peem o owe more to dumb luck and stubbom stupidity than to
skill, Still, the school draws many students, and the Biner Lies
school grows every day.

Technique Rank: 2

Path of Entry: Bavushi Bushi |

Path of Egress: Bavushi Bushi 2




;CHNIQUE: THE DARK SWORD OF BITTER LIES

TECHNIQUL: SPIRIT OF THE WIND

w[k-sﬁmﬁsman succeeds whene any normal samurai
4 fall. You immedimcly pain onc mnk of the Luck Advan-
- mﬁjmakﬁdgh\tﬂuﬁnrhdmhhhm
i an opponcnt of greater Insight Rank, you roll and kecp
Stional dice on all ait=ck rolls equal 1o the difficrence, bt
oy mote dice than vour ranks in the Luck Advantage. Addi-
iy you roll and keep dice equal to your ranks in the Luck
o I all [fe-or-death situations outside of combat (such
ing to climb over 2 vat of beiling pitch)
guld you ever retreat in the face of superior numbers or
you cannot use this Technique for one full day.

DSURO YOJIMBO (NINJA)

the primary roles a shinobi plays s a yojimbo. Whether

dden in disguise as a harmless servant or lurking in the shad-
the Shosuro Yolimbo destroys anything that seeks o harm

Technlque Rank: 2
Path of Entry: Shosuro Shinobl 1, Shosumo Actor 2
of Egress: Shosuro Shinabl 2

:qy_m PROTECTOR FROM THE SHADOWS

0 Yojimbo's greatest advantape over a bushi vollmbo
!‘mmmﬂgdmtﬂm@manddﬂm:ﬁ&m
: in them. For the purposes of this Technique, your Shosuro
School Rank is considered 10 be one higher. You gain
ol Free Ralses equal 10 your Shosuro Shinobi School
; igation or Battle rolls to notice hidden threats
ﬁlnﬁlﬂ:mmmdmpc AL the beginning of
Mmrmi:zi:ulmn:linrrmm&nhhﬁul
th opponent. [If they are not aware of your presence,
d twice your Siealth to the results of these rolls. IF
_ﬂﬂﬂ:tﬂlﬂdﬂ:nﬂs.wugmnmﬁdlmndm

ﬂ'ﬁ: Ehh'sln family’s fall, the Unicom Champion was
as the Master of the Four Winds, With the Moto's as-
, and with the identification of Toturl’s children as the
dii, the Unicorn now reserve the tile Master of the
those exceptional harsemen who continue to embocdy
FI_Illiﬂn lor explomtion. Among the Unleorn, these In-
are sl known as the Masters of the Four Winds, but
I8 not used among owtsiders 1o avold insull o the lm-

et of the Winds are 1are and olten solltary, They are
amang the finest scouts and cavalrymen among the
m, but are given 1o wanderlust, and roam the Empirc’s
Gistant reaches. Many have froquent contact with the

Ihﬂ'ld Rokugan, and are occasionally called upon by
- Bl hhhhnp:mmmsﬁ Buming Sands.
Rank: &

: thrmgu&m:umﬂcmq
*8h of Egress: Enter another Unicom School at Rank 1

A Master of the Winds hac a wild and unicttered spirit that
expresses the wanderlust of all great Unicomn herocs. You add
twice your Insighi Rank to the resuli of all Hunfing and Horse-
manship rolls. You add 50% 10 both your movement tate and
the movement rate of any sieed vou fde. Additionadly. you may
spend a Vokd Point to autommatically re-roll any attack or dam-
ape roll made whik mounted. You may reroll 25 many times ax
vou wish so kong as you continoe to spend Vold Points, and
may keep whichever roll you choose.

MOTO PRIEST OF DEATH {(SHUGEN]JA)

The Moto family halls from the plains far north of Rokugan,
where the nomadic iribesmen called the Ujik-hal pursue a con-
stant struggde for survival and domination. Before jolning Shinja
and the wandering Ki-Rin Clan, the Moto revered dark, sinister
gods called the Shl-Tlen Yen-Wang, the Lords of Death, These
dark entlites were greatly anpered when the Moto abandoned
them, and pursied thelr former warshippers acrogs the warld,
When they reached Rokugan, they cursed the Moto and des-
tined them for darkness. 1t was not untll Moto Chagatal, grand.
son of the Khan Moto Gaheris, battled the Lords of Death in the
Spirit Realms thal a compromise was reached. Chagatal pledped
that the Molo would forever remember the Lords so long as they
lifted their dark curse upon the family.

The Priests of Death ane shupenja who revere the Londs in
addition 1o thelr normal reverence for the Tao and Fortunes.
Despite their best efforts, the Priests have been unable 1o gain
recopnition for the Lords among other clans, or even other [ami-
Bes. Meost praditional shispenia in the Empire regard the Priests
of Death as sinisser, blasphemous pricsts who flin with powers
they cannot comprehend. and await the day when the entire
order ks plunged Into cormuption and madness.

Technique Rank: |

Path of Entry: None. This is an enorv-kevel puth

Path of Egress: luchi Shugenia |

Benefit: +1 Willpower

Honor: 2.5

Skills: Calligraphy, Horsemanship, Decelt (Intimidation),
Meditation, Theology. any two High or Bugei Skills

Outhit: Waklzashl, tanto; kimono and sandals, scroll silchel,
steed, traveling pack: 10 koku

Affinlty/Deficlency: The shugenja who revere the Shi-Tien
Yen-Wang split their focus between the kami and the Lords of
Death, diminlshing their elemental capacity somewhat, You do
not gain an Elemental Affinity and Deficiency until you join the
Tuchl Shugenjn School, at which time you receive that School's
Affinity (Whter) snd Deficiency (Fire).

TECHNIQUE: DEATH'S SIGHT

A Moo shugenja can peer Inlo another’s soul and percclve the
proximity of that soul to Mcido. the Realm of the Dead. By roll-
ing ParceptionSchool Rank (TN 5). vou can instantly determine
if amy one of the following arc presant in another Individual:
poison, discase, the Shadowlands Taint, or any pormanent
magical efiects (vach as a blessing or a curse). You mary scarch
for ane additional plece of information per Raise. The plercing.
orrworidly glare of this Technique makes it immediately obvious
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Spells: Sense, Commune, Summon, plus 3 Water, 2 Earth,
and 1 Ale When a Priest of Death reaches Rank 2 and begins
studying with the luchl, be gains 3 new spells just as i he had
advanced in Rank in a normal Shupenja School.

SHINOMEN GUARD (BUSHI)

The Unicom Clan sealed a pact with the Naga race during the
serpent race’s bnal days in the waking workd, As pant of tha
pact. the few Naga who remain awake are staunch allies of the
Unicorn. and the children of Shinjo defend the sheeping Najpa
cithes from intruders. Those Unicom who follow the peneral
Mato Chen, together with the ronin who serve the hall-Naga
worman Akasha, comprise the Shinomen Guard.

Technigue Kank: 2
Path of Entry: Any Ronin Bushi School, Naga, Nerumi or
Unkom Bushl School a2 Rank 1

Path of Egress: Re-enter the same School at Rank 2.

TECHMIQUE: THE HUNTERS SPIRIT

The samurai who patrol the vast Shinomen Morl have mas-
tered the art of hunting sind wilderness survival, particularly the
quick, lethal strike of a hunter. You may re-roll all damage dice
with a result of 1, keeping the second roll. You gain a Free Rakse
o all Huntlng rells and on all Stealth rolls made In a nen-urban
sefting.

Impevial

EMPEROR'S BLESSING (COURTIER)
The Emperors Dledsing s the name of a group of Miyva Henilds
who travel the Empire, repairing damage from batthes, natural
clisasiers, or even sl the mvages of tme. Thele reconstiion
elforts make them much beloved by the people, The Blessing
has been more aclive since the Clan Wi than In any time [
history, constantly secking to repair the tremendous damage
from that war, the War against the Darkness, the War of Splr
itg, and the subsequent conflicts berween the Four Winds and
the Emplre’s strupple against the Bloodspeakers. Although the
Miya are a small family with limited resources, the ather Impe-
rlal familles have never wavered in supporting the Empens’s
Blessing.

Technigue Rank: 2

PPath of Entry: Miva Herald 1

Path of Egress: Miva Hesald 2

TFEHHHQ}IL‘ THE PEOrLES GIFT

These Miva who ride with the Emperors Blessing are belowved
like no other. Whenever you usc a Craft Skill so nepair an cobject
o bullding belonging o ancther, you roll additonal dice equal
to your Honoe Rank. Every successiul Raise made on such a
Craft roll confers a Froe Rase that you may use on amy Social
Skill roll invohving the owner [i @ bulkling is repaired in this
way. the Free Raises may be used on amvone who lives within
the village oc clry.

PATH OF TOTURI (BUSHI)
The fighting tradition of Akodo Totrl and his dynasty began
with the tonin ammy he lod during the Clan War Those wha
studied alongside him — a handiul of great heéroes such ag
Toku, Ginawa, and the like — mastered a new Technique that
Toturl developad. This new fighting style was taught 1o warriors
throughout TetrTs Ammry, &=ny extensive use duting the Clan
War. and was adopied im0 widespread use by the Imperial
Guard after Toturi ook the throne. This Technigue b still taught
o promising Sudents of Imperial Schook, predominantly the
Scppun Guardsmen and the Toku Bashi Schoal.

Technigue Rank: 3
Requirements: Water 3, Banke 3. 3 Ranks in any Weapon
Skl

-

Path of Entry: Todn Bushi 2. amy [mperial School 2
Path of Epress: Re-enter the same School a1 Bank 3

TECHMIOQUE: A SAMURALS FURY

The Path of Totur is oo of tanquilicy, whene a bushi'’s anger I
ekl in reserve §o be chanmeled a5 a weapon ki the calm mind
Whenever you spend a Void Point 1o gain 1k on a rofl, yiou
mary also add twice your Wazer Ring to the tolal of that roll.

SEPPUN MAGISTRATE (BUSHI)

[Formeny the Seppun Invisligaior]

The Seppun Guardsman defencd the Emperor and his holdings.
When a crime is committed, they can call upon the resources
of the Imperlal Magistrates and many other magistnile groups
thraughout the Empire, but the family alse malntaing a small
dojo for thelr own maglsiraes.

Beppun magistates are consulted when ermes of o partleus
larly sensitbve nature have been commliied and e fanily 18
unwilling 1o seek outside intervention, preferrng W keep the
matter gquiet. This frequently Involves [ssues with the Imperlal
[amilics, although nat the Emperor dirccily; any erime against
the Emperor requires the full measure of hils servants, and the
Seppian are not sa proud that they will risk the Emperor’s safety
because of thelr own amegance.

Technigue Rank: 2
Reguirements: [mvestigation 3
PPath of Entry: Seppun Gushi 1
Path of Egress: Seppun Sushi 2

TECHNIQUE: TENGOKU'S HUNTSMAN

The blessings of heaven aid the Seppun in their sacred duty t0
protect the Emperor, and nones can escape thelr fighteous sons-
tiey. You may roll additional dice equal 10 your Honor Rank on
all Hunting and Investization rolls. You may add your Percep-
thont Rank to the wotal of 2l vour attack rolis.




o Clans

NOR CLAN DIPLOMAT (COURTIER)

sugh they have traditionally been excluded from high-rank-
courts, a recent alliance between the Minor Clans has re-
Shed I thelr inclusion in even e Imperial Court. As a result,
i “mmﬁiﬂm from different Minor Clans
ave begun working topether. boch [n public and in privaic.
Wil they Lack the resources and political clout of representa-

jﬂ the Great Clanc. these Individualke are both enthust-

fic and extremely cunning.
Technigue Rank: !

th of Entry: None. This is an entry-level path,
h of Epress: Any Cowtier School of your Minar Clan at

]il:' Calligraphy, Courder [Paliticnl Maneuvering), De-
Etlquelte, any one Lore: Sk any two High or Bugel

Klmeno, courtly clothing. waklzashi, calligraphy set,

pack, 2 koku

QUE: FOX AMONG WOLVES

or Clans understand that they may never be accepted

but their kesser status can serve as protecthon against

reparded countiers. When Interacting with an Indi

h_HtrShlﬁymuﬂ]mdim:qnlMlhcdiﬁer-
Statue Ranks on all Exiquette rols for the duration

STORYTELLER (BUSHI)
Clzn k= ofien overlooked, with listhe o dis-
them. Their stark, almost ascetic lestyle leaves liatke
pumsue activities most samuesal enjoy. The one excep-
8 the unigue emphasis that the Surome [amily, lords of the
row; places upon erzl histery. The atmospheric conditions
iling In Spamow lands causes paper 1o decay rapidly. As
he Suzume have a rch waditleon of storyielling that
tade them popular in certain courts around Rokugan, Ina
38 twist, younger storvtellers tend o be more popular than
t kingmen, as the older generation of Suzume storyiell-
i undeserved reputation for engoglng (n lengthy, dull
am which lsteners cannot escape.
Ique Rank: 2
Irements: Perdormance: Storvtelling 3
of Entry: Suzums Bushi |

TECHMNIQUE: TEN THOUSAND TALES

A troe storyteller can find the perfect story 1o fit any occasion,
and can use parables o déflect any debate of accusation. You
may spend a Vold Point to 152 your Perfommance: Stonjtelling
skill in place of either the Courtier or Eriquette for a period of
one Rokugani hour. All Techniques or Advantapes thar would
normally affect one of these Skills aflect Periormance: Story-
tziing in the same manner. You mary choose 1o end this eliex
before the hour Is up. You may spend an additional Vold Moeint
to change the Skill being replaced irom Coustler o Etbquetic, or
vhoe vefta.

WOODLAND TRACKER (BUSHI)

Mast Minor Clans’ holdings are not the Empine’s most desimble
land. The samurl of the Minor Clans accepl this. both as (el
sacred duty 1o the Emperor, in whose name they defend the
lands e has granted (hem, and in the inlerests of thelr own
survival, If thelr lands were rich in resources, after all, the Great
Clams might covet them, and not all have fith that the Tmperial
decree preventing open warfare on the Minor Clans would be
envugh ta stop the force of greed.

Technigue Rank: |

Path of Entry: None. This Is an entry-level path.

Path of Egress: Any Bushi School of your Minor Clan at
Rank 1

Benefit: +1 Perception

Homor: 1.5

Skills: Athletics, Hunting (Trailblazingl 2. Kenjuisu, Kyu-

Outfit: Wakizashi any | weapon: kimono and sandals, trav-
cling dathes, traveling padc 1 kokua
TECHNIQUE THE HIDDEN PATH
Woodland Trackers are intimately amiliar with the wilderness
throughout the Empire. You roll additional dice equal to your
Insight Rank on all Hunting and Stealth rolls.

Ronin
THE TESSEN (BUSHI)

Thee Tessen ape an order of ronin wha have dwelled wiihin Tashl
Ranbe since long before that city became Rokugan's eapital,
Thie Tessen regird It as thelr sacred duty tw protect the people
of the eliy, anid hiwve spent decagdes protecting them from the
constant wir between Llon and Crane. Cuerantly, the Tessen
continue their dutles very discreetly to avoid drawing the ire of
the cliys Lion, Crane, and Imperlal guardians.

Technigque Rank: 2

Requirements: War Fan 3

Path of Entry: Any Ronln Bushi School |

Path of Egress: Re-cnter the same School al Rank 2, of a
new Ronin Bushi at |
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TECHMIOLUE: THE IROM FAN

TECHNIQUE: Ts1 XING GUO'S BLESSING

The Tessen have perfecied both offense and defense with the
war fan, so much so that even Innecuous versions can be dan-
perous. You may use your War Fan 5Kl in place ol Defense
when using the Full Defense manguver You gain the Defense
Mastery Abilities when you reach the appropeiile mnks in the
War Fan Skill (Ranks 3, 5, 7, and 10). Additionally, you mary use
any wooden or metal fan, even a decoeative one, as a war fan
with the nomal DR for that weapon (k1)

TSI SMITH (BUusHI)

The Tsi are unique even among Rokugsn's handful of ronin
families. Thelr propenitor was an assistant o 2 kependary Crane
| weaponsmith, one of such repucstion that be was called upon
! 1o muake a blade for the Fmperor. The fist Tsl was permitted the
" honor of craiting the blade’s tsuba, and the Emperor was so tak-
en with Il that he awarded the ronin his own (amily name. Since
that time, the T have pursued many endeavors, bt none 50
fiercely as their rich smithing raditon. Only one Master Smith
extsts at any time, althouph all of his apprentioes leam the Tsis
| unique Technique.

Technigue Rank: |
Path of Entry: None. This s an eniry-level path.
' Path of Egress: Any ronin bushi School a1 Rank |

~~INTRODUCTION

Benefit: +1 Imelligence

Honor: 2.5

Skills: Craft; Armarsmilthing, Craft: Weaponsmithing, Hunl-
ing, Kenjutsu (Katana), Lore; Weapons, any two Skills

Outhit: Katang, waldzashl, any 1 weapon: Kimono and sin-
dale, smithing toals, raveling pack: 1 kaku

S P
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The Tsl Smiths continue the secret techniques created by their
sacred patren, the Fortune of Steel. Select one Crait Skill. You
gain a number of Free Raises equal to your Insight Rank on all
rolls with that Skill

WOLF LEGION (BUSHI)
The Wolf Legion are the k=<t true remriant of Toturis ronin forces =
from the Clan War These ronin embrace their status mther than
begrudging i1, believing that it offers them a unique impartialiry.
The Legion relies upon this impartiality w find the tuth path
of service 1o thar Emperos the only authority that the Legion s
recopnizes.
The few remaining Waoll Legion members have setthed ifoa 8
comfortable aoreement with the Dragon Clan sfer a perlod ol
uncertsinty during the Four Winds Era '

Techmigue Rank: 2

Requirements: Honor Rank 2

Path of Entry: Amy Rorin Bushi School |

Path of Egress: Re-enter the same Schoel at Rank 2, orenler
a new Ronin Bushi 211

TECHNIQUE: BLACK LION TALON

Mo strike is as deadly as that of a virtuous warthor Whenevers
you spend a Vold Polnt on an attack or damage roll, add mwice
yaur Honor Rank to the total of the moll,




THE FOUR WINDS SAGA

GOLD
EDITION

he southern S¢orpicn leends, near the Shinomen Fores!
n”rl- clouds ,I-;'|]|h|,'rl,'..l. on the dishanl horizon, A jeniti e g
fr.rl' lorm ivaeeld |!'||,' heie wilhiin he hour — Bul there

were plher concems ai the momenl. Dark shapes moved n the

Shinomen Forest, fust out of stehl. Something was there, iwaliing.
ot it wotdld ol walt jor leng.

My Tl Torerd feerned o see one of his Scorplon SCouls hojy-
Ing fote, =T aitrichers have ool retused.”

The Enipern nedded, "An ambush,”

S st ol youl o safeny, miy lord,® a Scorplon offtcer salid,
S il tuen seudh; rovvand Crab lancls, We cart outrun e

Thigirl comsfdered the matter for o moment. "Nos" e finally
dinshicred.

‘M lopd  (he officer asked. Every eve was upon them mow,

1wl ot run,® Todurt answered, “Old T may be, but | am far
fram drifirm. [ will mat fie from an enemy (n my cwn lands."

The Scovplin officers glanced ot one another, somechow ex-
coanging Information In a fong look. It was amozing how all
senrmion secmied able (o do that. "Please reconsider, my ford. We
have no nkiing of who they are, or what they war

“Who they are dies ol |r'..:r....' Toturd answered. “And what
ﬂll‘-'_‘flllﬂnl B obvious. They wam the Mood of anr Emperoe”

‘-nl}‘ wiil not hove 11" one Scovplon hissed, drowing irritobie
MB from My semior ofEoeTs

Toturd smided ot the voung man’s sornd
Biodke ey friencl. We will feoch them thge Tivu
be feared. -

Totus end the Scomion mde foneard &
Eow il Ehe shares brnslde the Sorest on
and pobling rushed forwand o meet th

Ryoko Owari Toshi, the City of Lics
m’ iﬁ-l-"‘"h.'*d  F2TF et .

O EREY O i "','.I‘." senies of kato he bad
ln:mm,;_q,....

it recent futelope of Shivo sano Ken Hoyat, aong
“ﬂ'ﬂ' [L];rn__u-—- Ao G Wil I; e MICHTD TR eTReT ch ff"rt‘-..-
Lrlf-iﬂi‘rs'nq:'._m_,'“-“ | H r
Y. According 1o the .'.]"-.'.'f- he had hea
SO0 hils way 1o Ryoko O
His father vy Coming fo sped

J speak with him
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Kuneka knew o fittle about himself. He and his mother hod
been facing certain death when he wos an infont, and for nea-
sons he would Bhely never undersfand, he hod been dromm info
fthe Woter Drogon’s domain and held there, sofe omd Gimoloss,
for vears. When he emerpad. e grew o adulthood in seclusion
What wonld s I bave beer ke P Wl b Fanve hod mone than
dreoms and embition? He gt néwer ko,

Kaoncka stopped and nostiod bl boben against Bis shoulder The
Emperor showld amive within bours. I wes Hme o pul aside hls
frors, his anmiety; bis uncertointy, Me musd showe his fathor that
e wees a man werthy of respect, of recognition. He must show his
stremgth, mot his weaknesses,

There wis a sound o the dodo doaneay. Koneka fermed (o soe
a young Ikomag messenpen “Rorpihve me s, the VOUmg man
sl He hesitated for a moment, “There... there are reparts from
fhe sowuth. A force of Shodowlands creetures hos otfocked the
Emperovs party.” He paused agatn and rubbed his mouth ner-
vausly, “The reports say there were o survivors, Keneka-sema. |
i sorn”

Kancka sald nothing os the marn el closing the door behind
him. He was numb, evervthing dralped from him tn a hendul of
seconds. Everything he had hoped for @ fomily, his birthright, o
semse of belonging. .. gome.

*No," Kaneka whispered. He hefled the boken and swung [t at
the proctice durmmye. shatterlng botl, “Na!™

The Imperial City, Otosan Uchi
Hantel Naseru sipped af his Sea with o wearied expression. ™1 ae
surne you moan oifver thar the obwiows, dear sisfer™

Toturi Tsudoo’ expression was one of mild Lritotion. which
mcant that she wis cliose bo fury. It wos the only e that she per-
mitied any expression o mar her emutioniess fagade. “if vou have
an obwvious rorson fo cicwment e authority and appoint of-
ficers pnder my command, brother then 1 vould very misch enjoy
heering your reasons. The only reason that readify comes o mund
ks an anempt for you to undermine my commancd, and 1 would
prefer to continue belicving you would not do such a thing.”™

Maseru offered a wry smile. “1 did tndeed appoint a smoll num-
ber of officers to positions within vour Leglor. 1T was @ mecessany
arrangement that came about as part of a larger treaty 1 recenily
negatiated between the Lion and Phocnix. You do wish for the
Lion and Phoenix to be aflies, do you nel ™

“You know that Tdo,” Teudao sald paliently, “but I kondly think
it would have delayed your plans o consuft me first. Or does your
vanted talent for soctal interaction anly ektend lo those who have
sedirethiig you want?

Naseru opened his mouth to reply, but was brought short by
ot startled gasp from across the room. Their mother sat upon the
throne, amd for the first tinee he could remember, Naseru saw sur-
prise in her foce. “Toturl, * she whisperd.

“Father?™ Trudoo asked, her volce alormed,

Naseru alreody knew. There was but one (hing thar could sur-
peise an Orucle.

The Celestind Onder had been disturbed.

The hills above Kynden lssowa
O the day of his gempukiu, Toturl Sezary hod slain @ mae
oni that hod irexplicably appeared near the Phoenic lands. No
one knew where the Beast had come from, moe hove it hoad arrtved
0 for from the Shoadowhorsds. The Asabo ingquisitors and the Ing

perial Legions, including ks older stster. hod scoured the lond foy

army sipn of @ mabo-taukal o more such croatures. but fo no 3
On that day, Sexoru hod tobkent the name Wolf for himself, Thel
momend he had come face B0 faoe with the onl. he had Frsiong
his purpxese i the woekl There hadd boer no fear in his heart. Ny

the fear had come only from the demon, ance it hod seen the power
Sczaru commanded.

His destiny was that of @ hunler. A predaior, A Walf, He hod ng
ey, nof yet. But be would find his path, Soon.

Something shattered faside the Viold,

Sezaru rose from his meditalive position fn one smooth moes
ment, unaware that he had done so, Something hod happened;
something terible. Sezaru réached through the Vold, searchs
fg for whatever It had been that hod awakened him from his
meditation, .

Far to the south, near the Shinomen, he saw the huge, hulking
form of an onl cul his futher down. He saw the Empercr foll
on Ihe pround, kis [ife's blood staining the gross. _

Girhef welfed wp frside Sezorw, but anly for o moment. He -."_:
mmﬂhing break instde him. and the Hm..l’ was al once replace
by cotd fury such as fre had mever known. His fother hod b
mundered. He would fave vengronce.

Sezuru summoned the kami 1o fake kim into thelr cmbroce. | .
would take him hoors fo reach the fiekds where his father lovda i.
cven with kis mapic. By that tme, the demon wotdd be pone

Burt the Wl woudd frad it

Somewhere deep inside the Shadowlands
The man called Daipotsz came fo kis senses with o diart. Hee
quickly from the plinth whore his body rested while his spirit s
dered the Empire. A sinister smiic spiil hiy fedtures bm:mh
porcelain mask he prefered fo wear He sirciched for o momend
nepaining the sense of his body. 1 was so differeni from co --.-'
the huge, powerful forms of the Onisu, In some ways, his body
was iveaker. But In all the ways that matlered. [l wos so much
more powerful,

Dalgotsu looked fo the vast temple that was still hffng Cait-
structed. 1t would soon e finished, and wher I8 was it widids
be far grander than any temple that marlal hands had L"L'er_ COft
structeed, His smife widened at the thought, This one was htrdly
copsbreched Dyt montal hands, was (18 a

"I have avenged vou, my lord,* Dalgotst offerd a prayer e
fgekeer, 1 hove avenged you, brolher”

A sense of satlisfoction ovenvhelmid the Dark Lord of the Sha
oo, filling his befrg with the fumifiar feelings of success ands
aecomplishment. All was proceeding just as he had planmed.

It hod bepun.
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The Four Winds Saga
(1158—1160)

The events of the Four Winds Saga begin In the year 1158, but as
“with most impartant events in Rokugan, mitach of what is to come
is tied 1o the past. The following events play o slanificant part in

swhat Is to come. Many of these events are alsa described in the
history section of L3R PG Third Edition,

Daigotsu
i the year 1111, an Imperial caravan escorting Empress Hochla-
* hime throuph the meuntains af the Dragon provinees is attacked
by Bloodspeakers. All members of the caravan are killed except
o the Empress and the Imperial heir, voung Hantet Satori. The
P.];iqupeaktm fallow an ancient prophecy that suggests the last
- surviving Hantel will become a vessel ofunimaginable dark power.
" They prepare 1o rtually sacrifice Hochiahime and Sotorii so that
e Emperor will be consumed by the prophecy, While they make
“thelr preparations, a daring ronin by the name of Yotsu steals into
3 lhE H_[undspm]-:ur camp, eachanges Satori with his own son, and
3 ﬁ'-'.&]:h:& before the Rloadspeakers realize what has happened- 1t
ik onfy when Yotsu's son, Kyoden, i about to die and he defiantly
- dinounces the Bloodspeakers thar they realize their mistake.
Instead of killing Hochiahime and Kyoden, the Bloodspeakers
tealize that their goal of killing all but the last surviving Hantei
: hil'E'é]uded them. They keep their hoatapes albvee iy patential bar-
Eh'lln.g chips as they flee toward Linlcorn lands. When they learm
ok #"_E'F'Hmhiﬁhhhl: is with child, the Bloodspeakers plan o ralse
C -"I“:"-:]'ukil s one of thelr own. Infused with dark maglc all his life.
i ﬂ'l.l: Bloodspeakers banish the young Flanted to Jipoku so that he
- might achieve unprecedented power.
h- g Allers decade spent in the Realm of Evil, the lost Hantel re-
I '-"‘P,ml_ln_ll.'m mottal realm. He mkes the name Dalpatsu and proves
: W Hhparalleled in his mastery of the dark arts, He is clever and
!F . ic, and [t.“: Bloadspeakers hope that he might one day
ir 5 HEmas luchiban once did, but Daipatsu hios even prenier

g
Lhe Ovacle of the Void

* Since the Clan War ended in 1128, Isawa Kaede has served as
“‘E Vold Dragon's Oracle In the monal realm. The Oracles nor
E tmally remain aleof from human affairs, and for pood Teason.
I"'"",m“nﬂl realm milst remain in Balance, unduly influenced by
Melther the Celestial Heavens af Tenpoku nor the infernal pits of
ligakes, 1f the Oracles were w act oo apenly 1o sway the destiny
of martals, it would cause an imbalance that could onby be cor-
Jfected by the forces of darkness palning greater pawer. To prevent

' Sueh & trapedy, the Oracles interfere only when asked.
chfnlggf:%hﬁ. War J’\Eqitl.‘il |.1L Darkness, these cif{.‘m:u:i*.un:c-.:‘
lgoks !rhn]b Puwer af Nothing threatenzd both Tengoku and
iy g ”*’"'_bh: SD‘nI]HI]'-L'-.'..un-: sibvertied I:n_r'. the L}.'Ijjg Drark-
tneluding Emperor Totur: himself, The purity of Void was &

I . -E:;ﬂru:‘mﬁp“n against the Goju, and only Kaede — betrothed
' e Empemnr — e z
Lt hhr Or— could help Toturi Aight the madness that bumed

Wheen the Lying Darkness was named and the warwaon, Koede
realized thal her part in the Empire's future had been played,
And that she must withdraw. Yet she found that she could not
forsake Toturd: her [ove for him was oo grear. The Void Dragon
pitied Kacde, for she had been s favorite Oracte, and thus the
dragan did not st her of her powers for her defiance, To her
credil, Kaeds was always caréful never to interfere toa greatly in
maltters of her husband's rule, always remaining distant so that
her impartlality as an CGracle could be preserved.

The War of Spivits

Arthe end of the Battle of Qbllvions Gate (in 1133), many de-
ceased heroes of Rokugan retumed to the moral realm 1o fight
the Lying Darkness, Passing through the gate; they were granted
martal flesh once more, These souls hoiled mostly from Yomi,
(he Healm of Blessed Ancestors, and Toshisoku. the Realm of
Slaughter, At the climax of the battle, Ghlivion's Gate was de-
stronfed, thus stranding many of these anclent souls In the maortal
realm. Though many of these returned spirits were content to co-
exist with their descendants, some had sreater amblilon. Many,
partieulidy those who had come from the Realm of Slaughter,
sought o usurp power among them Hantel XV known as the
Steel Chrysanthemum. One of the most hated Emperots who
had ever livied, he was a cunning but utterly ruthless individual
who pathered allieg 1o desteoy the Totel Dynasty. He fanned
the flames of hatred between the spirts and their descendants,
palarizing the Empice and lgniting a massie el war

In the end, the Steel Chrysanthemum failed to conquer the
Toturi Dynasty. The reluened spirits were offered o choice: they
coubd seppuku honorably, or swear fealty to the Toturd Dynas-
v and wnderga a Thoenix rtual that would render them truly
montal, silencing the influence of Toshigoku that had driven g0
many spirils o madness. The Steel Chrvsanthemum offered
his surrender, knowing full swell that he had sufficlent suppart
amtong (the popilace that the Emperor woitld mot dare kill hlm
outright. He began to plan his revenge, demanding among the
canditions af hils surrendes that he be allowed to wtor Toturi's
voungest child, Nagerd.

The Steel Chrysanthemum died several years later unde
mysterlous clrcumstances. Thouph Naseru was said 10 have
been present at the Hantels death, the Totud Dynasty flgor
ausly denled any allepations of his invalvement.

The lmpevial Heirs

As of the year 1158, Toturi | had three acknowledied adult
children — Taudao, Maseru, and Sezan, Though each was wor
thy and respected, Toturi refused to name any one of them as
hig heir; hig wile, Kaede, wag nominated ns his official succes-
sor, Many whispered that this was due to the existence of an
ilegitimate older child, Akodo Kanekn, o fommer ronin serving
with the Lion Clan: Totur never effictally recopnized Kaneka as
his son, When Totwf announced an wnexpected tip o Byoko
Crwarl, where Kaneka had been dwelling for several months,

many theorized that the Emperor plinned to recognize his bas-
tard son — but Toturi was attacked on the joumey by a force of
ol and geblins, and slain,

s,
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The Fhoenix bave attempted to poin the Crab's support in
thelr war against the Dragon, advances the Crab have palitely

: rebuffed. The Phoenix argue that i the Dragon were dealt with,

{he Lion and Phoenix could pursue the original purpose of thels

alliance — 1o help the Crab destroy the Shadowlands: The Crab

Setort that, given their historically low fade supplies, such an
h‘_;,;,asmﬂ would ke doomed from the outset and thus is nat a
dretim Mpr[h [!lIrFI.Iil'lp.

Enemles: The Yasubki dalmye and his son have both died

recently, and the tlghtiul Yasukl helr has been revealed (o be the
Crane Daido]l Hachi The Crane Clan's attempls o clalm the
yasuki lands have been met with stilf Crab resistance. Relations
'bﬂm;n these clans are worse than they hive been in centuries,
‘and only Toturi's arbimation has prevented open war Relations
.'f'gi-p,n;un the Crab and their nostheen nelghbors, the Scorplon,
Care poar, bt no more so than they have always been.

Objectives: The most pressing objective of the Crab s ta
‘prove the clan’s clalm on the Yasuki lands and family, With-
Couil the Yasukl troders, the Crab fear they will beeome rellant

on other clans' generosine to pursue their war apainst the
Shadowlands.

The vnly barricr to the clan committing itself strangh to the
_;_.l_?l-?fiﬂ‘l_ﬁ’-j of the Yasuki tertitories is the eternal enemy, the Shad-
~owlands, Every saldier that guards the Yasuki tersitories is one
fewer standing on the Kaiw Wall, Hida O-Ushi personally leads

the defense of the Yasuki terrtories while leaving her sens, Kuen

sand Kuroda, 10 manage the defense of the Wall. The Shadow-
lands have been silent for nearly eight years, but the Crab have
L become Jax (n their duties — anly more suspleious,

THE CRAB AND THE FOUR WINDS

i‘u!t‘n: comnilict of succession begins, the Crab ane truly indiffer-
“EftI0 which of the helrs takes the throne. As Hantel Naseru
WS Instrumental in revealing the Crane Yasuki heir, few Crab
HI5h the prospect of his accession, but atherwlse the Crab are
ally divided In their support of Tomrl's children. As usial,

P =fal matters are far too removed frem the Kaiu Wall for the
E’ﬂh 151 care,

e

"The Crane Clan

CCURRENT CHAMPION: Dol Kurohia

ambitious and brave, Doji Kurohito wishes to return his clan
(@ iis former glory, unrlvaled in the counts and feared on the
Dittlefield. What he does nol realize is that his actions are being
nfitenced by Chukandomo, the anclent blade he carrles. The
SWord carries 4 powerful curse — it makes its wielder capable of
Breat things, but should he ever fall to meet the sword's exacting
Standards, it will summon the tormented spitits of its past wield-
B8 A0 destroy him. Thaugh Kurahito suspects that lis sword bs
More than it Appears, he is unaware of the full truth.

Alllances: The Crane have spenl years cultivating allies In
Every house, in service of thelr poal 1o reassert mastery over the
SUUIS, Even their hated enemies, the Lion, are not quaile: as hos-
tile tawand the Urane as they have been in generations past.

.

Enemies: Since the end of the War of Spiits, when the Scor-
plan were instumental in Toturd's salvaging his dynasty the
Seorpion have dominated the Imperial Counts, The Crane are
edger to see their bitter rval's star fall, Though the Crane bear
the Crab no (1 will, the opportunities offered in Yosukl lands ane
oo pood to pass up, The Crane tealize the importance of the
Crab's wiar dgainst the Shadowlands, but argue that thie Shad-
awlands have not been a threat for nearly a decade; surelv the
Crab con alford o spare the Yosukl fands and supplement their
supplies through trade, Kurohito and the other Crane involved
ity the elon’s expansian into Yasuki tecritorics hope to claim the
lands quickly and uneventfully, making It clear that to oppose
them would ultimately require a preater sacrifice than the Craly
can afford te make,

Objectives: The Crane's current objedtives are slmple: Duild
power and influence, returming to thelr larmer glory. Diring the
Hantet Dynosty the Crane alwava had the Emperors can as e
ery Emperor had a Dojl bride, Mow, nat onlyis this nolonger
the case. but the current dynasty s descended from the Llon
Clan — the Crane’s raditional enemies. The Crane recognize
that I they wish to resaln thelr previous economic and political
daminance they must make sacrifices and adopt new stratepies.
Though they have despised the Yosukl ever since that fimily
left the Crane [or the Crab nearly eight centuries ago, the Crane
will eaperly reclalm thelr lands 170 will help the <lan restore Iis
strenpth, Offenng the hand of friendship ta the Lion also comes
hard, bul 1115 8 necessary sacrifice, at least for now,

THE CRANE AND THE FOUR WINDS

While there are Crane supporters of every Wind, far more sup-
port Toturl Tsudaa than any of her brethers, Tsudao s honor-
able, courapecus, beautiful, and pure: everything the Crane e
spect Inoa samural, AWhile she has demonstrated constderalble
maivelé when ofl the battlefield, the Crane do not view this as
a weakness. I anything, it is an advantage, for It means that
she will require politically capable allies — such as the Crane

when she takes her father's throne,

The Dragon Clan

CURRENT THAMPION: Hashi

The man-beast Hoshiis the son of Togashi, the Dragon Clan's
founder and child of the Sun and Moon, Hoshl assumed his fa-
ther's male as Champlon years ago, but has continued Togashi's
tradition of remaining removed from worldly events. He relles
o ks =on Togashi Satsu to adininisteate the needs of the clan's
tattooed orders, and on the Mitumaoto family daimyo, Mirumato
Lisa, to deal with matters that aflfect the clan as a whole. Hoshi
often offers advise to his subjects. bur frequently in the form of
thidelles that oirly perplex his adherents, OF Late, Haoshi bas been
increasingly distapt, and among the Hoshi order believe that he
Is preparing e depart the martal realm allogether

Alliances: The Drapon maintain their fiendship with the
Scorpion. The Dragon have neither demanded norexpected any
ald from the Scorplon against the Phoeniz, though the Scorpion
have dispatched small units of samurai (o help defend cutlying
Dragon villages. The Scorpion Rave offered the starving Dragon
whatt feod they can spare, but harvests have never bBeen haumnti-
ful in the Scorplon's rocky terrltogles, Other clans remain new-
tral toward or wary of the mysterious Dragon.

NOILIAT a705
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Encindes: The Dragon ane embrotled in o bitter war with
the Phoenix. When volcanic explosions rendened much of the
Dragon Clan's furmlands a useless wasteland, the Dmgon began
settling the previously uninhabited kinds beroreen thelr eastem-
most setthements and the Phoenis westemn villages. The Phoe-
nix reacted viokenthy, defending the border that had been kikd
out by the Imperial Canographers. The Lion have opposed the
Dragon on the field of baule, though it is clear that their samural
fght In the name of their alliance with the Phoenix and not out
of hatred for the Dragon. Of course, the Lion are grateful for an
excuse fo ke up ams against the Dragondly. whom the Lion
have hated singe that Minor Clan's inception.

Objectives: Cumently the Deagon Clan’s most pressing ob
jective ks survival. With sa much of theis fertile lands destroyed.
the Dragon cannot possibly sunvive the coming winter unless
they cither find new fmmiand or an akermaie kood source.
Cooler heads have noted that the war between their clan and
the Phocnix scems abrupt for two clans that raditionally value
peace, but plumbing the truc reasons jor the war is a mystery
that must weall uniil the clan’s fulore is seane

THE DRAGON AND THE FOUR WINDS

While the Dimpon respect all of Toturis children, none have
eamed thelr admiration maore than Toturi Sezanl. He I wise,
thoughtiul, and plous, all qualitics that the Dragon value,

The Lion Clan

CURRENT CHAMPION: Matsu Nimuwro

The Gelden Lion of Toshi Ranbo may be the most renowned
and feared samurai In the Empire. Though most regard him
as o vialent and wrathiul mon, he is surprisingly reserved and
thoughtful, Mimuro recognizes the value of repusation, and
knews thiat by encournging others o [ear him he might defeat
an enemy before swords are drawn. In this, he is perhaps more
llke an Akeda than o Matsu, but Mimuro ¢aees little for stero-
types — only success,

Alllances; The Lion share an alliance with the Thoenix Clan
brokered by the Empenors son, Nasen. The original Intent wis
jo forge i powerlul army of the Empire’s greatest shugenfa and
gamuril o march upon the Shadowlands and help the Crab
defeat thelr elernal enemics once and ior all. When the Dragon
Invarded their emitory and the Phoenix asked for aid, many Lion
cagerly complied, glad of a chance to confront the Dragon's al-
lics In the Dragonily Clan —a thom in the Lion's side for over
400 years. The Lion also have a quiet alliance with the Scor
phoc. While the two clans are unlikely o keap to one another’s
aid, Bayushi Yojire and Aatsu Mimoro have 3 goeat deal of e
spect for one another; they often share information, particularly
regarding their mutual enemry. the Crane

Encmies: Though the Lion are technically at war with the
to the Phoenix and their hared for the Diragonily drive them o
war. Though they have not been agpressive toward the Crane
Clan for years, few Lion would ever consider the Crane anything
but enemics.

Objectives: The Lion are cumently very strong in their po-
sition as the Emperor's Right Hand. Thelr armies are fit and®
strong, thels lands are unchallenged, and they have a stongs
ally in the Phoenix. They want for nothing. anl 1o many veteran
Lion soldiers this is the only mue concern. A satisiied so
becomes complacent, and the experienced officers worry
soft times will weaken them againat unseen encmics.

THE LiON AND THE FOUR WINDS
The clan is divided The Ikoma respect Hantel Maseru'’s mad
thonal values and policical diout. The Matsu respect Toturd T
dao’s honor and banleficld experience. The Kitsu revere Tomm!
Serar one of the few oursiders o tmin in their sacred :
The Akodo support Akode Kaneka as one of thelr own. Mals
Nimuro worries that these ioyvaltics may cause division within his
clan should the conlict over the throne escalate. but 5o far el
Lamilics scem contert 1o emdure these diffcrences of opinlon.

The Mantis Clan

CURRENT CHAMPION: Yoritomo Armasu
Though outsiders consider him a rechuse, the Maniis 3

Aramasu, Most of Rokugan is unaware of the war that the N -
tls Clan jought during the War of Spirits. In the distant Ivong
Kingdoms, Aramasu baitled the Cult of the Destroyer, retumed
1o power the tightful ruling house of the galjin kingdom, |
forestalled the cult’s invasion of Rokugan. Though the Em ]
pever publicly recognized Armmasu for his accomplishiments;
the Mants, especially those who [ought beside Armasis in the
Ivory Kingdoms, hold him in the same esteem a8 Osano-We,
Kaimetsu-Lo. and Yoritomo. b

Allianees: Due to pressing concerns in forelgn lands, the
Mantis have Been unable to focus on Rokugan| pollthes In rece)
years, They are atill on good terms with the Crab and Crang, bug
etherwise have ne strong allles. This 18 a problem Aramasy 1§
looking to nectify. N

Enemles: Just as they have few alllances, the Maniis have
few true enemics. Though the Scorpion hold o deep g
agalnst Aramasu, the hatred s not presently mutual.

Objectives: Haoving succeeded in saving the Empine irom
gaffin Invaston, the Mantls are now concerned about thell
homekind. Their highes: pricrine is o nenew the friendships
alliances that they have neglected (or 50 long.

THE MANTIS AND THE FOUR WINDS

OF all of Torurd's children, the Mantis feel the preatest
of empathy for Kans=tz Like Yorilomo. e has forged his ows
destiny despite all anempes 10 bar his path. He s 2 warior wio
knows how to balance ambiton with honor — a qualiny the
Mantis understand amd respect.



The Phoenix Clan

CURRENT CHAMPLON: Shiba Tsukune

ran leader of advanclong vears, Tsukune wishes that her

A vete :
relyim over her clan could have ended onoa men: peaceiul note,
Unlike a pr-:.'h'iﬁ'-ll‘ Phoenlx Champlons, Tsukune ne lonper

pears Olushikal, the Ancestral Sword of the Thoepix that served
s an anchor for the immonal Soul of Shiba. [Sukune fears that
without the sword, the Soulwill pass on with her death and the
pamits eternal wisdom will be lost to reincamatlon.

Alliances: The Phoenix are allied with the Lion Clan; an al-
llance brakesed by the Emperors san, MNasero. Though many
Phoenix abjected al first o allying with such a warlike clan,
oppositicn quickly laded when the Phoenl: reallzed the Llon
could help them defend against the Dapon’s invasion of their
lamds: The Phoenix are on Tendly tergs with the Crane, a Ll
thelr courtivrs avoid emphasizing when their Lion allies are
_presenl.

Enemies; While the Mhoenix usually avoidl confrontation,
they are currently crbrolled Ina Gerce boerder dispute with the
Dragon Clan: Although unpopulated, the land that the Dragon
fieftipees have clalmed |5 on the Phoenbx side of the border, and
the elan rallied in defense of its land Emperor Toturi did what
he eould 1o prevent the war, but as e Deagoen poueed over the
Phoenix border, the conflict became inevitahlo

Objectives: The Phoenlx want the Dragon to leaye theis
Jinds =0 that they might retirm to their salitude. A handful of
Phoenix wonder at the tming of this invasten: why would the
Dfagon turn against them or the eve of a preat assault against
dhe Shadowlinds? Some po so far as o accuse Togashi Satsu
O & secrer alliance with dark [orces. while others theorize that
Bath sides have been somehow manipulaled.

THE PHOENIX AND THE FOUR WINDS

The Phoenlx Clan conslder Totur Sezaru a Phoenix i all but
name, bt that is not o say that they feel he would be the best
Emperon The Elemental Council know how ermatlc and unpre-
dictabile Tahilien can be, and lear thiat Searu would be Jos
o madness I the responsibilite of ule were placed
dpan his head, Instend, they support Tsudao, the
eldest of Taprls legitimate children.

The Scovpion Clan

CURREN T CHAMP ION: Bavushl Nallre

[he Master of Secrets has ruled hls clan for @ long time. He
is greatly respected even owside his elan due o his heroism
during the War of Spirts, perhaps more respected than any
Scerpion Champion in memory, Yojiro has not allowed success
to cull Ris vigllance, and he remaing quite active desplie his
|1-'.|"\.':1:'|L';.I'l|_.: age

Alllances: The Scorplon are closely allled with the Drapon
Clan, though they repren being upable to offer thelr fiends more
than token ald and spare supplies during thelr irving lmes. Yo-
jire has a secret allianee with Matsu Nimaro, mestly involving
mulual exchanges of Infarmallon.

Enemies: The Scorpion bate Yoritomo Aramasu person-
ally, Tor the Mantls Champlan §s a former Scorplon. That Being
said, the Scorpion bear no particular ill will toward the Mantis
In general, Onee Aramasu has been dealt with, the rest of the
Mantis will be of no concerm. A more pertinent threat is the
growing power of the Crone Clan, While the Scarplon maintiin
their power through coercion and intimidation, the Crane gath
er [Hendships and alllances, The Scorplon vetaln thelr masteny
of the courts for now, but the Crane pather strength with each
[rassing day,

Objectives: l.'=.1:rr.'|]‘.|1..' the scorpion seck oply fo maintain
their power, Unknown to Bayushi Yojlo, some among the
Scorpion have become dissatisfied with their Champions mle
and have saught solace Ina secret orgenization knawn as the
Shadowed Tower,

THE SCORPION AND THE FOUR WINDS

The conflict between Touel's children, while unforiumate, pres-
enits opparunities. While the Scorplon have sought to inpratiae
themselves to cach of the heirs in the event of thelr succession,
most suppoert Hantel Maseru {or bis prapmatism, intellect, and
ruthlessness.

r
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The Unicorn Clan

CURRENT CHAMPION: Moo Goaherts

Once a kependary wariond of the Buming Sands, Gaheric fol-
kwed Lady Shinjo te Rokugan and became the Champion of
the Linkcom Clan. He has lived 1o see his son die a hero in the
War of Spirits and his grandson become a proud, strong: war-
rior. Weakened by 2pe and illness. Gaheris ks larpely confined 1o
Shiro Moto, escaping periodically 1o hunt despite the wishes of
his atsendant kealers. To his clan, Gaherls” prandzon. Chagaca,
is already Khan in all but nams.

Alliances: The Unicom ate strongly allied with the Crab,
They have dispatched several units of Baraunghar cavalry to
aid the Crabs defense of the Wall while their allies attend to the
Crane invasion of the Yasuki lands.

Enemies: Tenslons between the Unlcom and Scorpion are
high In the clty of Ryoko Owarl. The ety Is currently under Lini-
e puardianship, but the Scorplon are eages g reassert thele
rule, Outside of this mimor condliet, (he Unleem carmently have
o e enemics.

Objectives: The Linlcorn seem almost (o be on the sldelines
ul all major conflicts in the Emplne, lefi al peace and larpely ig-
nared. To the voung Moto Chagatal, whao will soon inherit ruler-
ghip of his clan, this is unacceptable. The Unicom are warriors.
{in the Buming Sands, the name Molo was breathad with fear
and trepidation; here, in thelr true homeland, they are beneath
concem. One thing i= cenmain — on the day he becomes Khan,
the Empire will leamn 1o respect the Linkcom.

THE UNICORN AND THE FOUR WINDS
Though mamy of the Unkom respect and support Toturi Tsu-
dao, Moto Thagstai has made no secret of his admisation ior
Akodo Raneka treating the Lion a< an honered goest in the ciry
of Ryoko Owarl

Part |
A Perfect Cut

t fe Crub avmy foaked oul over the plains af the Crone
forces on the horizen, There was [ittle talk ameng the
ranks, only the restless clatlering of armor as the -
Wiude of Hida and Hiruma bushi prepared for Battle, The bicker-
I e court over the fate of the Yasukl family had pone on for
manths, The proclamation by Henlel Naseru that the rightful heir
lo the position of family dalmyo belonped lo a Crane had been
the last straw, The children of Hida would never accept such an
dresuelt, nor allow the Crane fo annex their holdings. What did the
Crarse know of dety and suffering? Theirs was @ lie of pampered
excets, bul mather than support those who made their luxury pos-
sibdle, they soughl o take morne. The Crone had become preadv and
bloabed. libe somvenpers on a battleficld. And now it wos time to
orud their indaipence.

Kisly UWmas =fond tmpassively, though thoughts of his Crg
enemies stirmed bis Crod Biood. He was honored to stand af the
head of such ¢ glonoes Crab army, even mone 5o than usual bess
couse he wos cnong? the command saff of the Crab Champiog
the lependary Hida O-Ushi

O-Lishi stood of the @S Jore, overinoking the slope
oo the batthoicid. Heor dic-Ssochi, o woopon thot had destroyed
fons of thousards of enemics, was slung aesually over her
der. Her expression. 50 ofion twistiod in distaste or iriation, wes
strangely serene. Umasy foand £ odd tha? 12 was only bere. in i
presence of vioicroe, that she over found peoce. “Whot o vou
orders, O-Ushi-<omad™ he asked, pride evident in his volce. F

The Champion did nof answer for @ moment, “Shandend o=
tack formation, * she finalle said. "Hida heavy infantry units in the
front, pelearms first. Heovy weapons following, with Hiruma light
Infantry Minking on the north amd soutlnes” ' ]

"Haril™ Umasy turmed and nodded to s signatmen, who ims
melitely roce novth and south to fag he appropriole wmits, He
firrredd Beeck, “Owur forces are prepared, my fady, Vietone will be
Jong Jo the Creaby ooy, i

"They suy that Kurohite leods the Crane hifmeclf” O:Lishi sa r
casucily. "He s omong the most feared men In Hokugar. Ren
awetrd me such a titfe amy mone, " '

“They are fools I they oo nof fear you, O-Lshi-sama.”

“Perbaps they are.” The Lady of the Crab shrugged, obvioushy
unconcerned. “0Or periaps [.am simply oo old to be of co
Who can say? Il maiters 'le, Far all kis strengihs, for aoll
alleped briffionce. thoe & one wioakness thal Kerohilo conpot
OVETCIETE. ™

“What & that, s fody?" Limsu askad

O-Lishi turrod bock fo the enpincer with o wide grin. ‘Hrls
a Crob.”

Vear 1158, Monih of the Boar
(Late Fall/Early Winier)

DEATH OF TOTURI | F
While trveling to Byoke Owari to meet with his Hlegitimate sont
Kancka, Emperor Totun & atimcke] by a lirge Shado
lorex, His Seppun and Scorpion defenders cannod protect
Taturh falle ducling a large red oni with four huge anms, an oni of
a breed never seen before, He leaves no clear successor, and his
Insteuctions state thot his wile Toturl Koede I8 (o tike the thrones

DISAPPEARANCE OF TOTURI KAEDE

Arer ascending to the throme, Tatud Kaede realizes that
hap overstepped her bounds as the Oracle of the Void. The
has always been the impartial element, both dork and Ligh
the game time, By becoming the Empress of Rokugan, she
tipped the balance of the elements, Kaede 1ells the four ch
of Toluri to leave the throne empty until they have saved B
gan from fire, thunder. and liseli. She disappears. leaving the
Empire without a eader

DEATH OF UTAGU i
Jade Champion Kuni Utag: = found murdered only days Sk
ket the Emperocs death. His death signals a great increase B8

Bloodspeaker acthvity. as 1 the blood-magiclans are nejoicins 283
the death of the anc micknamed “The Wall.~



gnp YASUKI WAR BEGINS

7l after the funeral of Toturl the Flrst, the Crab and the
b “Eﬁ!.‘lﬂ hogtllities, Crane forces ke over Yosuki Hanko, o
LW e Crane tertony before the Yasukls defection.
rab retaliate, and the "-h,cnnd Yasukl War is underwoy,

G_{jN+["HDENI}{ WAR BEGINS

ﬂ'-.'iﬂ'r.élgﬂn soldlers and pessants ocoupy Phoenly (arm-
having been driven from the Drgon's mauntaling by vol-
tions, the Phoenix declare war an the Dragon Clan.
al the Mhoenix the Lien are honorsound (o attock the
The Battle of Honored Treaty Plaing 15 the first bagtle of
Eln_.rj the Llon and Fhoenix goin the firsl victory,

b=

OF THE GRAND MASTER
travel through the realms beyond Mingen-do, Naka Tokel
.'.-'

pelled to retum to the moral realn He appedrs in the
an':ﬁﬂ;p al the Monkey and meets Toturd Miyvaka, the
i ::E his alid friend Toku, Though she is not a shugenja,
: 'Id’es tar tike her as his apprentice.

EW EMERALD CHAMPION

ahi there is no Empeton Hanlel MNasen presides over the
ﬂﬂ-tﬁﬁ Emerald Champion at Xyuden Seppun, dor 01 15 nec-
" ,;l'.l reploce the ailing Kakita Toshiken. AL his behest, the
i _'J:r'.rerseeﬂ-te Tegt. Scorpion enmant Bayushi Kwanchal
e injunes Shib e"..ki,l"l:: Pheenix shugenja tmmedi-

ﬁ&ﬂalli’m Afbune. The Crane mnl-_s.mn: Tasuki Flachi
‘ihst ﬂ'll.'{!uﬂl de[aull It is wl:!r:hr I:u.Llw. ed that the new

DEATH OF THE DARK DAUGHTER
SHADOWLANDS)

Bloedepeaker Bhahal reaches the depths of the Shadow-
her search for a missing Bloodspenker named Dalgot-
e is greeted by the Dark Daughter of Fu Leng, wha lells
it Daigotsy has been waiting for her, The Dark Daughter
Finto a great clty In the middle of the Shadowlands, one
apulated by Lost samural and Lost peasants, 11 seems
nirror of clvilization above the Wall, unlike the rest of
¢ Shadowlands,

hen Shalai mects Dralgatsu, she reallzes that he has path-
the Lost to this ity and ia the lender of the Shadowlanedsa
When Daigotsu offers her power al his side, Shahal

i1l e Dark Daughter of Fu Leng and becomes the new Dark
hier,

RIENDLY TRAVELER VILLAGE

Il foree Jedl by Do Kazo takes over Friendly Traveler Wil
all village renowned for its profitable sake works. The
Quickhy surraunded by the army of Hida Shara, whose
il m‘h’ autniimbers the Crane’s. [nstead of fighting and

; dﬁtmﬂ“ﬂ the village, the Crab and Crane forces de-
10 share the cliy's wealth,

Yasuki Hachi arrives oo late o resolve the situation: this
event reinforces the perceptlon of the Emerald Champlon as a
powverless pawn,

ORACLE AT SUNSET TOWER

Toturi Sezam and his attendants Tomurd Koshel and Asako
Ryomi seck the Omacle of Air in the destroved Sunset Tower
Serary finds out that his fathers killer was Fushin, the Onlsu
of Betrayal, also called the Nightmare of the Scorpion. Fe alsa
learns that Daiporsu summoned Fushin, Upon leamning where
{o fund the Oracle of Earth, Sezoru leaves.

BATTLE OF KI-RIN'S SHRINE

Urragon troops led by peneral Mirumoto Junnosuke take sheler
in Reihaido sano Ki-Rin, a shrine 1o the Ki-Rin in the Phocpix
lands. The Phoentx surround the shrine and besiege the Dragon
army. The Dragon 10t the siepe due larpely toa hidden band of
Soorpion warriors who assault the Phoenix at a crucial moment,
then withdraw Tmmedlately after the ballle. The Scorplon war-
riors arrived In time due 1o the machinations of Hantei Nasenas,
whao congratulates Junnosulke [or his victory only o few hiurs
after the facl.

DESTRUCTION OF THE TONBO FAMILY

Lian armies move toware the Dragon Lands o support their
Phaenix allies: An army led by voung general Akodo liaso at-
tacks Kyuden Tonbo, the castle of the Dragonfly Clan, using
Ihe war as a pretest, Within weeks, the Minor Clan is all but
eradicaled, and the Deagonllv's anclent nsull to the Akoda is
avenged,

Vear 1158, Month of the Ox
(Mid-Winter)

DARK ORACLE OF EARTH AWAKENS

After twenty vears of torture, Yasuki Mokatsu agrees to become
the Dark Oracle of Earth. Dalgotsu, the new leader of the Shad-
owlands, culs off Mokatsu's hand and attaches the Claw of
Yakamo na Onl, greatly Increasing his power.

ARMOR OF THE SHADOW WARRIOR FOUND
Yoga Tteju is given orders to investigate a jade mine that is said
to contaln the Armor of the Shadow Warrlor, the armor tha
Hida Kisada wore as Crab Clan Champion, When he arives, he
and s forces are killed by a Tsuburu no Onk spawn, who dress-
e5 hig corpse with the Armor of the Shadow Warrior and places
him inahoat drilting towards the Mantls lands, When Yorlomao
Aramaa inds the boat, he is disturbed by the implications of
the corpae. Aramasy soes o Otesan Lichi o Investigate.

Ky0Qs50 NO ONI BANISHED

Craipedsia is tired of the ematic oni lord Kyoso ne Oni's constant

meneuvering for power He summens the enl lord e blm, and in

a fearsome display of power, banishes her back to Jigoku
Linbeknownst to Dalgotsi, Ryose no Onl's unlque mixune of

human and oni allows her to summon herself back to Mingen-

do. She keeps a low prafile and stays oul of Dalgotsu's reach,
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TOGASHI MITSU RETURNS

Togashi Mitsw, great hero of the Dragon Clan, decldes to end his
valuntiry withelrwal from the emplre. He appears intime 1o sive
pirumota: Rosan]in and his patrol from destruction by a larger,
ettertrained Lion foroe. Fe will not say why he has retumed,
and many wonder what his unfinished business might be.

SHIBA TSUKUNE'S ASCENSION
The Fortune of Fire and Thunder appears before the Phoenix
Clan Champion to offer her a cholce. She can stay In Ningen-doe
to protect the Phoenix clan and her son; if she were to die in the
martal warld, the Soul of Shiba would diz with her. Instead, she
can agcend (o Tengoku and return the Soul of Shiba to thie heav-
ens, but the Phoenix Clan would po through harsh times.
Shiba Tsukune ascends o Tengoku as the Fortune of Rebinh
and leaves the Phaenix without a Champlan,

ISLANDS IN THE MIST

Led by [koma Qleml and Matsw Kenjl, a Lion ship stumbles
upon the mythical 1sland In the Mist, the lost strenghold of the
pirate Yisuki Fumaki, Through the herolc efforts of the Lion and
the aid of Nezumi living on the lsland, Oteml and Kenjl slay
a fecrsome undesd Orochl guardion and claim the pirate im-
pressive wizalth for the Lion Clan.

Vear 1158, Month of the Tiger
(Late Winter)

WINTER COURT: KYUDEN MIYA

As g show of good (alth and thelr deslre for peace, the Four
Winds meet at the Winter Court in Kyuden Miva. All the Clans
attend, hoping o win the favor of one of Toturls helrs, This
event (5 marred by tgedy when Miya Gensaiken reveals Llsagi
Fuyitko, o Flare courtier and a popular newoonier to e court,
to be an Pekkle no Oni in disguise. The fipht is short and bru.
taly im les death the Pekkle infuses the Steel Throne with the
Shadowlands Talnt, Unbappy with the lax security and their
canstant inhghting. the Four Winds leave, The chance {or peace
Is shattered,

Toturl Sexan lakes Miva Gensalken as one of his [allowers
as o reward for his service, Nobody knows that Gensaiken is a
gecond Pekkle na Onl wie has archestzated the entire alfair.

The Sieel Throne disappears shortly after Winter Court
enils.

SHADOWLANDS ASSAULT THE LION

Mysterious homed beasts called Tsuno appear from nowhere
to attack the Lion lands. They are of some breed never seen
before, though a few Lion samurai seem o see something fis
millar within thelr eyves, The beasts fight asa unified force, rare
for Shadowlands creatures, The Lion fght off the incursion, al-
though they take heavy casualtles. The beasts ke the bodles
of their fallen with them.

CREATION OF THE CELESTIAL JITTE

The apprentlce of the Forune of Steel TskXing Gue, Shiba Tsub.
eloo, works under his direction to create a brillinn pair of cba
jitte o the Celestal Forge in Tengoku, She returns o Kyuden
Nio, a Crane palace on the outskirts of Otosan Lehi, 'H'I-rl!l'ldl.ng
to plve thi weapons o & hera worthy of wlelding them.

TEST OF THE JADE CHAMPION

After the death of Kuni Uragy, the Four Winds decide to hold
the Test of the Jade Champlon at Kyuden Nla. The twa finalists®
of the Test are the siblings Asahina Sekawa and Asahina Kimital
Aszhina Sekawa defeats hils slster and becomes the new Jade
Champion,

An Onlsu, a powerul onl created by the new Dark Lurd
Criipotaw, |5 drwn o Byuden Mio by the power of the C:Ir:ﬁl:]_u] i
[lite. Ralgoisu’s comrade Omonl — the Sculptor of Flesh —and
his goblins murder Shiba Tsubeko and steal the Celestial Titte
while the Onisu, Hakal, halds the pathered samurl at bay. The
Onisu kills Asahina Kimita and her uncle Asahina Tamaka bes
fare leaving. The death of his sister and uncle hardens Sebawa.
arnd he swenrs to show the Shadowlands no mercy.

TSUDAQ MARCHES TO THE LION LANDS
When Toturl Tsudao receives word of the Shadowlands attacks.
she gathers the Imperial Legion and marches towards the Liomn
Lands to help them repel the atlacks. .

Year 1159, Month of the Hare
(Early Spring)

RESTORATION OF SUNSET TOWER

Katsu, the sen of twe Talnted samural, kas reslsted the call o
the Shadowlands his whole life. Upon Ris fathers death, Katsu
travels po the destroyed Sunset Tower, one of his f.'l1.|11.r"h-1ﬂ'-'ﬁ_
ite places in the Empire. Lising the Darck Covenant of Earth, g
dongerous arifact that allows the wielder one wish from
Dark Oracle of Earth, he orders Yasuki Mokatsu to rebuild :1]:2‘
Sunset Tower 48 1 was belone, with no Talnt te mar it Mokats
promizes to do s if Katsu will seove Daigatsu, Batsu nﬂreé
e joins Daigetsy i the City of the Lost

DEATH OF HIDA O-USEL

Hidn Q:L1shi decides to laad a counterattack herself, and sh
gasaulls the Crane forces with oveénwhelming (ury Just as the
Crane seem doomed, Doji Kurchito, the Crane Clan Champlans:
arrives with amarmy that greatly outnumbers the Crab's, O+ USl'l ]
knerws thee situation is hopeless. To give her troops time [0 e
treat, O-Ushi challerwes Kurohito o a duel. The master of jals
jutsu kil Q-Ushi in anre perfect strekes The Crane army allows
the Craly ariny taretceat, In henorof O-Ushl's sacrhee. O-Ushls
san Kuroda becomes Crab Champlon, '

DEATH OF YORITOMO ARAMASL

Thie Scarphon approach Akodoe Kanceka at Olesan Lichi, asking [o .
the Wind's aid in the Seorpions quest to kil the tritor Yoriton W
Aramastl, In retum, the Scorplon would fully support Kanehas:
quest for the throne, Aramasu himself arrives a fow moments [ ¥
er, offering Mantis support i Kancka will ally himsell with themks
Kaneka refuses to favor elther the Scorplon or the Mantis,




The Scorpion selze the opporiunily o ambush Aromaosu, and
payushi Kamnan kills Aramasu as Kaneka warches. Yorltomo
r‘:il_‘lan.i,lnl.'r'l.'ﬂ moments later with o detachment of Mantis troops
and destrons the Seorplon forces. Kltao, the herole avenger, eas-
Ity ascends to the Mantis Ci:lﬂlﬂhilllil-[!'-l1'|:\-|1i|1'.

' The Scorpien knaw the tulh: [helr reops were able w am-
bush Aramasu onby with the help ol Yoritomo Kitao, They da
nothing, content to conceal this knowledpe untll they need le-

yerdge.

SROW AND FIRE
The Elemental Masters Join the Phoenls armies agalnst the
Dragon. Tamori Shaltung emerges Lo face the Council, and
manapes 10 hobd off & few of the Macsters alone, When all fve
Agasters tum thelr attention o the Tamaord doimye, it becomes
“clear that mot even her surprsing power

En.n defeat them all, Instead of victory,

Shaltung surprises the Courcll agaln by open-

ing up the earth beneath them. All 81x shugenjo
svanishinio the earth, and both sides assume Shai-
tting sacrificed herself to bring down the Elemental
Masters,

I the erevice below the carth, the six find them-
selves In the presence of Agasha Tamor, the Dark
‘Oricle of Fire, who reveals that he staried the volen-
A eruptions that ser the Bragon and the Phaenix
afaingt each other The fusious Moster of Fire Tz
Hochluassaulis the Dark Oracle. [swa Makamuro,
‘Master of Alr, and Tamori Shaitung escape down a
Bide comridar. Master of Water Isawa Riake dies
While protecting the others from Tamoris ot
Tacks,

Imprisaned inside a stone dome, the survive
g elemental } masters enter a state
E&EF sitmber r.rf fo walie ot Bame-
O 'i'f]'ll'l Can i hul;] '|_|:‘1,E'n:|

| e

I the fight goes badly for the ronin, they rétreat. The (ollowing
nighit, other possible attackers are sighted In the forest — this
time to the south — but retreat immediately if confronted. As-
suming the party drivis away both groups, they have another
couple of nights rest belare being attacked again. In the mean-
time, they can try to And out what's really polng on.

FOCUS

What the ployer characters do not know {and only the most
strenuous terture will elicit from any captured ‘ronin'} is that the
twia praups of ronin are actually Mantis and Scorplon samieal,
respectively, The Mantis wish to seize o, failing that, destroy the
catayitn, while the Scorplon seck to test the defenses and keep
the sentries alarmed. The Scorplon’s presence 15 also intended
to make the Mantis impatient and reckless. A search of the wag:
on the ‘spirits' are interested in reveals a short flat blade, several
starshaped items, and several small locked Baxes (noone of the
barmrels of rice, Ay character whir 5 even slightly familiar with
ninja recopnizes the blade and stars as o ninjas-toand shariken,

The boxes are ancther mystery, however,.,
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Adventure Flook
CHALLENGE

While on dsslgnment guarding a rice and grain
SAIpmEnt moving towards Otosan Lich!. the player

characters heay Imers of strange spirits that have
Been dppearing each night near ane of the Wapons

l 'h'“l"_ cHImvan. Aiter several nights af surveying the
RN In question and o few lone shifte of guard duty, tie
m:'g;;'i:- attacked by a small group ef ‘spirits' from the
_ €Y see the attackers, the PCs realize its a prowp
PBNIA few of whom are dressed up In bright costumes,
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STRIKE

Al Inexperienced Scorplon messenger. Shosuro Miveko, is be-
ing tested by her betters, She has been entrusted with sensitive
documents and orderad ta take them o Otosan Lichl, The docu-
ments are actually forperies, carefully doctored to supply false
information. The Scorpion leaked word of the caravan to the
Rantds, and have deployved agents 10 ensure that the situation
comes to @ head (the agents in the woods), Miyeko's superiors
wish to ledrn how she reacts 1o something so unexpected.

If the characters locate and take the boxes, Shasura Miveka
may attack the party during the night if the player characters
don't appear to be particularly combat-orented. Otherwise, she
does her best to simply steal the boxes back from the party or
burn down their wagon if it doesn't seem likely she'll be able to
get them back,

Each box contains a scroll. which appears to be a leter from
one hantis lord to another discussing sensitive Anancial trans-
actlons, Closer examination reveals that these scrolls are acmu-
ally coded messages involving secret trade routes. Only minute
serutiny by someone skilled in both Forgery and Commerce can
reveal that the serolls are nor whae they seem,

Important NTPCs During
A Perfect Cut

Yasu il HACHT, EMERALD CHAMDPION
SOHOOLARANE: Kakita Bushi 3 [Dajl Maogistrate 21
HOoMOR: 3.3 [4.1] STATUS: 2.0 G LORY: B.0{9.3)

Airz 3 (4] Earth: 2 [3] Fira: 3 [4] Watar: 2[1] Vaid: 4

Percaption 3

ADVANTAGES: Allys Dojt Maparl (24), Benten's Blessing,
[Leadership, Multiple Schoals]

MSADVANTAGES: Bad Reputation (usurper), Lechery [1],
Memesls (Tsukura)

KaTA: Kakila's Fiest Stance, Striking As Flre, Watchful Falcon

SKILLS: Athletles 3, Battle 3 [5], Diplamecy 4, Eliguctte (Bu-
reaucriey, Sincerity) 4 [a]. Horsemanship 3. laijutsu 4 |71,
Intimidation 4. [Investigation (Interrogation, Notice) 3, Ken-
kst (Katana) 5 161 Byujutsu 3, [Lore: Law 3], Meditation 3.
Stealth 3, [Underworld 3]

Hacht conld never rely on anyone but himsell, His line of the
Dol family was of low rank. T0is parents dicd seeking glo-
ry in the War of Spirits and his vounger slster was fostered 1o
the Scorpion befare he truly knew her, leaving him cssentially
alone.

Always an optimistic sorl, Hachi reasoned he had nowhere
to po but up. Olfered an Invitation to the prestiglous Test of the
Topaz Champien by his [ather's comrades, Hachi not anly per
formed admirably but won the contest. He exmed enrallment al
the Kakita Acodemy, where he met Doji Yasuyo and Doji Na-
gorl, cousing ol the Crane Champion, Hachis charming goad
nature ond dry, selfdepresating humar quickly eamed their
trust anel friendship Impressed by Hachl's abllivy, his superlors
promoated Itim o gunso,

Hachi's tendeney o embroil bimsell In romantic misadven-
ares kept him (roon unher prometlons, The occasional duets
that resulted from these Incidents alse carned him quite & ropu-
tation as a swordsman, Doji Magor took a secret delight In em-
bellishing wpon and spreading tales of Hachis exploits, much oS
his friend’s chagrin.

When the doimeo of the Yasuld family and his son died un-
der mysierious drcumstances, o one was more surprised o
learn that the rghtiul heir was young Daidodi Hlachi than Hachis
himsell. Hachi wil accepted the Yasukl name and agreed
tor serve as lord of the fn Howewver, when he expressed con-
cern that Lord Kurchitos Intent to conquer the Yosukl lands
might sap the strenpth of the Crab Clan and weaken thelr de-
fenses agamsat the Shadowlands, Kurchlto ordered Hachi away
from Yosuki lands. 1 H_. pranted Hachi the honer of attending the
Test of the Emerald Champlon, far from the Yasukl territories.

Hachi won bis inatches honorably, bt Hante] Masen's mos
nipulatlons cast a shadaw of doubt over the results, making it
appear as 1 Flachi bad nat truly earmed his place. 16 was In the
Anvil's best interests [or the new Emerald Champion 10 appear
wenk so that the courts would continue Lo laok ta him for leads
ergliip, bot he underestimated _ lack l wz_:__.._,,_..: m....._n::,:m:_.u_:.
Hachl refuses to lef dish
arid has done rJrE.T_.._r i _:a pomeT o restore :.:.._E and e
spect 1o his post.

From the Shadowlands, the dark geneml Tsukoo watch
the new Emerald Champlon with nterest. Goce a Daldofi, e
was Hachis ancestor Tsukuro wha ariginally shamed his brangh
of the family by fecing inta the Shadowlands rather than face
spurious aceusations of cormuption. Now Tsukuro watches b
descendant follow the same path, struggling against the manl
ulations of others to claim what is rightfulby his, The fact that
Hachi seems o be succeeding despite all odds Alls the wnde
madman with growing rage.

 GRAMD MASTER OF THE CLEMENTS

SCHOOL TanE: Tuchi Shugenja 5/ Master of the Elements 3
HOsOR: 2.6 STATUS: MiAfRenin) G LORY: S5

MAKA TOKE

Air 5 .muz_._" 5 Fire: 5 Water: § Vold: !

ADVAMTAGES: Clear Thinker, Friendly Kami, Friend of th
Elements (Alr, Earth, Fire, Water), Grear Destiny, [nner GHES
{Lesser Prophecy), Khammle The: Asabing Nizoml (5)

DI SADVANTAGES: Overconfident, Swom Enemy (the Mawl

SPELLS: Maka Tokel has access to all spells in the Third Editlons
Player's Gulde as Innate Abilities, including maha, though b
chagses nol o ouse such magle,

SKILLS: Calligraphy 5. Defense 3, Divinatlon (Omens) 5. Etl-
quette 2, Horsemanship 2, Investlgation (Motice) 3, [enjitst
2, Lore: History 3, Lore: Spirit Realms @, Medicing [Miaut
Treatment) 3, Meditation (Void Recovery, Zanji) 6. Spellcrail
(Elemental Knowledpe) 10, Theologry (Forunas) &




._. has lived many fives. with many names. Once he
ot Tokel. & minor shugenia in service #o the Unicom
ﬁﬂ his brother Morko was exiled from the family,

awed him out of leyaine He ook his brother's name
paming himseli Morite Tokel The two men traveled
2% ronin, ofering thelr Senvicss 1o anmy who would

o that there was 2 grea: deal more 10 exdstence than
like of 2 mercenary. He became Kum's apprentice,

| ronin to his side o baitle "I"nip I.m:-r-n amy, Kuro
were among the £r=t 10 answer. Tokel was preatly sad-
\ Morito chose mot 1o follow Toturl, He had hoped
her might share in the glorlous destiny Kuro had
but such was nat to be,
he end of the Clan War, Tokel was placed In command
erves (n Manashi Mura, The village was atlacked
tful force of oni led by the Maw, an Onl Lord not
: @b ipan In centuries. Tokel launched a desperate spell
et 8 troops, earing the Maw from e maral realm.
was complesz, Tokel was gone, and most as-
s clend.
the Maw had dragged Tokel from the mortal realm
Beart of ligoku. For years the onl tortured Tokel,
him o become tuly corrupied by the Taint. The
4% friend. the ninla Hiroru, helped Toked escape the
. Toked began a long, peri:ous joumey 10 retum 1o
ealm. duting which e visited cach of the known

h ﬁ.ﬂ:ﬁlnn:lﬂpah betwoen two beings.
ed 2 singe young boy named Nizomi.

. H'iiﬂiﬂem:ﬂhﬁ he of Nizoml will
' 10 the madness that fics within them both, so

ll temper the bow's soul... and that they will
# skills he will need if he must ever destroy a

Partll
An Oni’s Fury

T he Lion Hall of Ancestins wias among the mics! socrod
sites in ol of Rodupon, and mof fust fo the Lion. Row
cremee for onc’s oncestors was pod 0 quality nestrichod
fo one clan. Any truc somurad proyed fo bis anocsiors aveny days
the Lion were shmply more revenent than most. It wvas rare for a
week fo pass withou! the arrival of @ pilgrim from another clan,
Such wishors were restricted fo the temple’ oulermos] chombers,
af course, bul they never fafled fo be taken aback by the Hall'’s
braury.

Marisur Domotal suppased that sopme meipht comsider his opinton
biased, As the secomd sor of the Malso b, 1 wees By gocred
duty bo defend the Hall, with his life if recessary, His devollon was
to be eapectod, SHI e was well traveled, amd hod wisfted Oro-
san Lichi move than once, The temples Thene were beautiful, bt
they lacked something, something that he could only find within
the Hall of Ancestors, Perhaps it was becouse fe was o Liom, Or
perhiups it was becouse he understood the true noture of foith.
Domotai befieved I was the lofler.

Domotal knelt before a particufar shrine that was Bis fivorile,
the ome dovoded 10 his jomily bainclrs ancosfors. He came here
every day after his shift and meditated for an hour, praying for
stremgth and guidance. He closed bis ares and exhaled skowly,
allowing worldly concerrs Lo foll ooy and leoving him with the
purc emptincis Aoceisany for e pecy.

His eves opened suddenly. There wos another presence bere,
swmcthing that kft @ foul, wneesy foding in Domatars mind. He
rose, gripping the hill of his hlade tightly. “Who dores violote this
ploce?™ be snarled.

There was a pause. then @ sersation tolally new to Domolat:
@ swdden focling of cxpectancy, o cerainty that something was
abouf to arrhe. The vell betiween fivp worlds shimmered. allowing
the Lion a clouded glimpse info a wordd bevord his own,

And then the beest stepped through

Damedal recognized It at once. From the descriptions he had
Reard, it could anly be ope of the Tsuno. The hideous, misshapen,
armored fitde, the hos, and the. elonpated spout marked 1t as
e af thee pyesterfons demores thal bod plegteed the Lior i meoet
months, The beasts were supposediy demdly and extremely oif-
frewlt 1o kill. The beast hefted tts weapon and saurled, preparing
lo affer some grave insull

Drowmrafend il mal aflow it the chance. He stepped forward ond
plunged his katama into the creature’s oper mouth, impaling s
fead. The Lion warrior gove the blade a sovage twist, learing tssue
and breaking bone. The Tsuno fell dead on the cold stone floor:

Afatsy Domotal retrieved his blode ond shouled for his kins-
men. There would be more of these demons. and be woeld soe
them all dead.
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VYear 1159, Month of the Dragon
(Mid-Spring)

ESCAPE FROM THE DARK ORACLE OF FIRE
Tamosd Shaltung and Isawa Makamuno, Necing from the Dark
Oracle of Fire, find themselves ina caver in the earth thot was
created by o Zokulin tribe colled the Zesh. The Zesh are #uispl-
cions of Shaltung, as Cack Oracle of Fire Agasha Tamord st
wears e Dragon men, bul the two dre able wo convinee the Zo-
kujin that they mean no harm, Nakamume and Shaltung swear
to abd the Zesh In their guest 10 destroy the Dark Omcle. Alded
by the Zesh, the two shugenja escape from the mouninin into
Diragon lands, where 1sawa Nakamum stavs as a hosiage

JUNNOSUKE'S DISHONOR

Mirumoto Junnosuke leads his Deagon ammy wesards the Lion
ands in response wo the Lion stacks wpon the Deagon Clan, but
Toturi Tsudao and her Imperial Lepons intercept him. Tsuckao
demands that Junnosuke stop his advance, as the Lion have
suffered oo much because of the Shadowlands ammacks. Jun-
nosuke reluses.

The Wind and the Dragon enter a kenjutsu duel, Thoush Tsu-
dao ensilv disorms Junnasuke, he meluses o submit, and she
cannit stop him without insulting bls men and staning a battle.
Luckily, Bavugh]l Paneki, a shirelkan of the Imperial Legions,
arrives with an order from the Mirumoto daimvo. Documenis
had recenily been uncovered that revealed jJunnosuke'’s dishon
omble actions during his stint in the Imperial Legions. The Mi-
rumole dalmyo has endered Junnosuke exiled from his clan

Jonmosike. now 3 FoTIm, OCparts. and My of his olbKers ol
lowr thelr keader into exile. Bavushi Paneki takes control of the
Dirapon army:

THE CITY OF NIGHT
When the Unlcorn peasants cleanad the (orest near the Great
Crater, they found traces of an anclent nonhuman ¢y, When
thie Khan's helr Mote Chagatal hears of the ruins, he secures the
ares and orders Moo Vordu o investigate. The cliy seems to

havwe Been created by fve anelent
races, and i holds crysal
weapons and strange
markings from a
time belore man

EANEKAS LINEAGE UNCOVERED

Hantei Mateny S80S renowned researc et Ko Remata o die
cover whether or not Akodo Kaneka i+ truby who he sovs e i
Remata discovers a shoddng Ext: Kancla is the rightiul lond of

the Yasukl fomtily. The Dragon scholar sends this ky

o leudpe o
the Bastard, unsure of what should be done

A HERO'S DEATH

Hantel Mager gathers a growp of heroes o combat o mysters
ous assaiain wha is mundering retumed samucal, former Enirlts
such as Mirumele Tekeru and Tsawa 1ime. Miva Shoin, Utaky
Yu-Pon, Agnsha Thich. Kijuro, Torltaka Akemi, and Mogh] Kas
kau begin thelr loumey acress Rokugan, Afier many adventures
and mecilrgs with some of the preatest heroes of Rolugan, ins
cluding Rezan. the group inds oul thai former Mantls Chame
picn Gusal and minion of the Lyving Dariness Goju Yume an:'
behind the Lillings.

DEATH OF MOTO GAHERIS

Moto Gaheris, Khan of the Unicorn Clan, dies in his sheep. Tl
baittle an anclent curse placed upen the Mowd Gamily, his grands
son Moto Chagatai and Chagatal's koval friend Moto Chen travs
el to Toshlpoku, the Realm of Sloughter, upon Goherls® dedths
There they meet the Shi-Tien Yen Wang, forgetten gods calleds
the Lords of Death. Moo Chagotal promiges the Lords of Deaily
that the Unicorn Clan will once mone worship them ng godss
and In return the Shi-Tien Yen Wang promise wo 1t the curses

Moto Chagatai becomes the new Khan of the Unicom Clans

SELECTING THE CHANCELLOR

The Oomo decide 10 mame an Imperial Chancellor 1o lead
Imperial Cour:. oven In the absenwe of an empenx Fayushl
Eaukeu B choten

OTEMI'S ENGAGEMENT

To Cement i feewe alliance ferged iy the Scorpion Clan ancd Lisa
Clan courtiers, lkons family dalmyo lkoma Sume proposes m
engugement between the hero Tkoma Oreni and Shostiro Yas
suko,

THE LION WITHDRAW
The Shadowlonds continue o assault the Lion lands, so most
the Lion forces stationed with the Phoenix Clin
begin o retem o defend their home. A fow Lion
st ural. bed e Matsy Shirva, remaln o advise e

Phocnlc

THE BARAUNGHAR ARRIVE

luchi Lixue uses her mavel magdc to brimg her army, e
Barsunghar, to the Kaiu Wall. She believes that since the Crab
are forced to fght on two fronts because of the war against
Crane Clan, she must aid the Crab In fighting the true enEm
the Shadowlands. Crab Champion Hida Kuroda gladly wels
comes the Linkeom to the Wall,



._ 1159, Month of the Serpent
L ate Spring)
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thd'b-_v Kisuki Remata's findings. Afser delibera-
ada Kaneka decides to move his armbes 1o Yasadd Yac
e take it as his own. Though he would take the kand for
he deckdes 1o donate crope from the Yasuld lands 1o
Clan 10 suppont their eSorts against the Shadowiands.
meka clalme the castle perzonally, the Ephting between
and Crane misst $30p. ior neither clan can siand againg
However, Knnska suspects Remata's rescarch may be
vd refises 1o take the ¥asuki name.

and his attendants go to the Twilight Mountalns to find
"r of Enrth, called Hirtma {!H:ml whr.'n he was sliﬂ

wemselves while Asako Ryoma nn:l Miya Lrnnh:rlkn:n
¢. Gensalken, the disgulsed 'ekkle no Onl, reveals
Ryoma montents before be murders him, with the
Ok named Yokubo who had been lurking near the

me.
lesms where to find the Osacle of Water; when he
Daigotsu s, the Oracle says that the Dark Loed waits
e, In Yokubo's body Yokubo and Sezan fight., and
PCOTeS appsent it Yokubo s o strong for the
il would perish were i not for his bodvpuard. The
Desive can daw no power from Koshel, who mmuly

g Serim and Roshed Dee. though Yokubo takes
ke as his prize.

{E'S QUEST
h his mother, Clan Champion Shiba Tsukune, and the
il Council disappear, Shiba Alkunc wanders the Phoc-
scarching for someihing that can turm the tides of the
favor of the Phocnix Clan. In an abandoned temple
.rmu:nad, he mecopnizes as lsawa’s Last Wish, an
i limitless power. Isawa's Last Wish is a senticnt
created by Isawa himsell. though it lay unfinished

1 Wish recognizes In Alkune a kindred desire for
nd a feeling of neglect. Teawa's List Wish decldes
kutie In his quest. and the Phoentx bughl relurns o

ﬂﬁ-

ir from nowhere to attack the Hall of Ancestors.

lht brother of the Lion Clan Champlon, suc-

s the Hall. He realizes that the assault is only a

his men 1o defend the Kitsu Tombs. There, the

.Hhrm Onisu named Nikushimi — overwhelm his

. ﬂ'l'l:'l'l'!mh. The Tsuno disappear. taking with them
S 8croils of the Kitsi and the unconscious Domoai.

SON OF NAKA TOKEI

Azahina Sckawa, the [ade Champion, ventures into the wild at
the behest of the Asahina seers who have seen a temple that
would “plant the seeds of war and set the Empire ablaze.”
When he finds the tempile, he finds Naka Tokel awalting his 2
rival with a small child This child, called Nizomi, was the result
of Maka Tokels travels In the other Realms: either Nizoml o
Tokei held all the pain, agony. and darkness Tokei experienced
through his joumney. Sciawa offers 10 protect Nizoml and rakse
him among the Asahina.

PEARLS OF WISDOM

Akasha, the half-Napga who emerged from the pearl known as
the Legacy of the Naga, continues 1o take lessons rom Ghe-
dal, a Naga who remalns awake 1o puand the sleeplng race. She
is visited through her dreams by Shasyahkar, a Naga shugenja
whao warns her that Ghedal would prove o be the doom of the
Naga. Though Akasha does not fully trust Shasyahkar, she de-
clides to learn the powers of pearl magle from him.

Year 1159, Month of the Horse
(Early Summer)

BAYUSHI YOJIRO MEETS WITH MATSU
NIMURO

While Lion Champlon Matsu Nimuro meditates in the Hall of
the Ancesions. site of the recent Tsumo aitack. his secret ally
Bayushi Yojiro approaches him- If Nimao will use his pow-
€15 o amanpe 4 mecting between Toturi Sezan and a S<orpion
representative, the Scorpion Champlon will use his powers to
promoie Kancla's hold on the Yasuks provinoes. Nimuto agrees
o be the go-between.

DUEL OVER THE YASUKI

When Akedo Kaneka approaches Friendly Traveler Village, the
Emerald Champlon and currerst Yasuki daimyo Yasuki Hachi
awalls him. Hachi orders Kancka 1o leave the Yasuld lands,
saying that the Wind — never officially acknowdedged by the
Emperor as his son — has no claim on the area. Kancka Insults
Hachi, attempting o draw the weaker duelist Into an ammed
confrontation, When the Insulis do not work. Kanekn refuses
Hachi's order and challenpes him to a duel.

To leave In one plece, Hachi takes the right as the challenped
to declare the duel 1o see whose stance is Beter, Kanela tnkes
his familar stance; Hachl elumsily takes the stance of an Akodoe
Bushi, and loses the duel, Hachi retreats.

TOSHIKEN'S ORDER

Former Emerald Champlon Toshiken summons Yasukl Hachi
to Eyvuden Kakita, where he tells him that Hachi has the power
to stop thie Yasukl War In one stroke. Though be does nol spec-
ify bow he could do this, he directs Hach! towards a man who
will, he says. help him towards his goal: Hare Clan Champion
Usagi Ozaki.
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KITSUNE RYOSEI MEETS KOKUJIN

In her quest to find her father, who has become the Monstrous
Horror of Fu Leng. Fox daimyo Kitsune Ryesel travels inio the
Shadowlands. There she meets Kokujin, a rwisted ise zumi who
1clls her he can how her where her [ather i She fiollows him ©
the City of the Lost.

AIKUNE'S RETURN

Shiba Akune retums 1o the Phoenix Clan with kawa's Lag
Wish, which has taken the shape of a fery katana. lts power
bums dozens of Dragon samural with cach strokc. Many Phoe-
nix submit 10 Isawa's Last Wich and reccive a part of s power.
The Dragon forces miust retreal

CARPENTER WALL FALLS

The Shadowlands Horde uses unknown magic 1o transpor a
portion of thelr farces beyond the Carpenter Wall. The Horde
then attacks the Wall from both sides. The Cral Jose six of sev-
en watchtowers before they can put up a defense.

Hicla Kuroda, Champlon of the Crab, faces Kyafu, the Onlsu of
Pear below the Kaiw Wall. Hida Relha |s ordered to run with the
Celestinl Sword of the Crals in her possession, Though be makes
a valiant effart in the Gght against the Onbsu, Kureda dies.

Adventure Hlook

CHALLENGE

Great turmeoil dizturbs the Dragon and Phoenix lands. Only a
few vears ago, these samimal would have greeted each other in
friendship, but all that has chamged since the War of the Spirits.
Mirumoto Junnesuke's dishonor and the conilict between Tamo-
ri Shaitung and the Elermental Masters of the Phoenit have lelt
several posts within the Dragon Clan open. The plaver charac-
ters have been asked by their lord {or a high-ranking Dragon
officer) 1o help the Drapgon look after scveral smaller villapes
between Toi Koku and Kanashi Mum during the adminisisathe
shufile as the Dragon Clan finds new magistrates 1o man them.

FOCUS

Afier several nights on patrol, moving from village to village,
the PCs run into a group of samural wearing Dragon colors,
camped on a small hill, The camp Immedialely becomes active
if the party approaches and a rider comes out to meet them be-
fore they pet close enough to spol detalls, While they seill wear
the armor of the Dragon, these men ave actually Bloodspeak-
eri who once served Mirumoto Junnosuke, After Junnosuke's
dishonor, they tumned their backs on the clan, following their
lord Into shame. Unable to handle lfe as renin, they fell in with
some ol the maho-tsukal that find refuge In the Dragon’s lands,
The Bloodspeakers provided the men with focd and shelter af-
ter Inithiting them. The rider makes every attempt to brush off
the player characters, becoming threatening if they persist in
moving towards the camp. If the party gets close enough [0 see
the state of the false Dragon samurai's srmor and
horses, the rider signals the amack.

STRIKE
Whether the party decides 10 move on or is atracked br'

ronin, one member of the camp approaches the player cf
acters, attempting to parley. [ they alkow him to meds, -
samural gives his name as Kisukd Yamag: if they &pmi;u -
in private, he prosents a scroll with symbols of both the D
Clan and the Jade Magistrates on the cutside. Yamagi has g
the new ronin in an anempt 1o ind their Bloodspeaker con - _'
tions. and perhaps root out the maho-tsukal who umed theg
o darkness. He aske for the partys aid. It's up 1o the p
characters. but any help they ghve Yamagl will be greatly a
ciated by the Dmgon Clan. Ii Yamagi fails, or is discovered 3
killed. the PCs may be held responsible for his death and the
escape of the Bloodspeakers. -

Important NPPCs in An Oni’s

SHIBA AIKUME, MASTER OF THE LAST WISH

e m— =

LCHOOLA EasE: Shiba Bushi 5 |5]
HOMOR: 3.3 STATUS: 3.0 [7.A4]

GLORY: 3.0185]

A2 Earth 2[4
Raflewes 4 Willpawer 3 [4]

Water; 1
Strength 4

Fire: 3 [4] Void 4 3

ADVANTAGES: Grear Destiny. Magic Resistance (6) ]

Disadvaniages: Bad Reputation (destructive), Brash, Dark Fale
Farsaken, Serom Enenny ilsawa Tacruko) %

KATA: Siriking as Fiwe. Teuching the Infinke. [The World
Emptyl

SEILLS: Arhletics 4. Dviense 3 [5]. Etkquetic 2. | ;
2, laljutsu 4 [6]. Kenjotsu (Katana) 4 [71. Kyujutsu 5, Medi
thon (Vold Racovery) 3. Maginata 3, Tea Ceremonmy 3, Theol:
oy (Shintac) 5

Shiba Alkunc’s life has been a tale of destiony denled. !

He barcly kncw his fathe: Kanjiro, who was often away pes
forming secrel dulies for the clan. His mother Tsukune was ons
of the greates: Champions the Phoenix had ever known, buthe
watched her be ignored and belinled by the Elemental Cotinel
Linlike many Shiba, Alkune never heard the volces of the
cestors In his prayers. Though these things saddened Al
he did not allow himself to become angry — this was th
things were.

Durlng the War of Spirits, [hings changedl. A messe
brought news: Kanjire had died in battle. Alkune’s betroth
Isawa Yaruko, was slain by the Steel Chrysanthemum's
desplte Alkune's efforts to defend her. Her cedith drove o we
between Allune and his best friend Isawa Nakamuro. Yam
mother Isawn Taeniko, the Master of Earth, blamed Alkun
her death, and did ber best to stymie the young Shiba's
through the ranks. Aikune began o quietly hate the Counsi
though he would not speak of his feelings.



”..__-_ the Test af the Emerald _H_Eu__w_.n_: __u_. Pune :E__._r_: he 1
"._.EE n change to earn grealness
e, As the son of the hoentx r_EEn__u:. he demanded the
i sht 10 compete. He was injurad during the late rounds, and an
w__.Em.m:__.n healed him, violating the traditions of the st
ind disqualifying him from competing In the final round.
onvinced that he was cursed. Alkune began ta research
_* _,,__,_5_ of his famihy He soon discoverad his father's secret
.w..wml. Kanjlio was 8 protectar of Jsawa’s Last Wish, an dan-
us artifact of unlimited povwer Intent on using thi Wish ta
et .._.u.__m Dragon armics and teach the Council & lesson in hu-
ity even if It meanl his own destmection, Aikune sought oul
____..___m_._ and selzed (15 power

o his surprise, he found that the Wash was a living thing.
b |ust as confused, hopeless, and abandoned as himsell
kune reached out to the Wish not as a rool, but as an equal.
F.m misterecd i power Inanunprecedented way, e has
mﬁ.ﬂ his desire for vengeance, instead secking to help the

:|'l

STATUS: 4,7 GILORY: 2.0

Fire: 4 Water: 4 Void —

E..umm Clear Thinker, Crafre, Heartless, Percelved
o (6) :

J_ IANTAGES: Dark Secrel (Pekkle no Onl)

nE_L..,zE POWERS: Blackened Claws, Blood Damina-

C e e
m.u.ﬁ.ﬁ"_:.m.ﬁ__im:_mz &, Athletics (Running) 3, Courtier 5,
=ENAe 4, Eliguelte (Conyversation, Sinceriivi 5, Horseman-
13, Kenjutsu 2, Lore: Heraldry . Lore: Shadowlands 5
LS AS 0 Pelkle no Onl, Miva Gensalken pussesses the
mﬁ abillties,

ﬂ:mﬁEHmm Giepsatken's Taint cannot be detected by
w07 12 he harmed by continuous effects such as
1. Instantaneous apells that harm Tainted fangeis,
Enmﬁ_ﬁ alfect him nermalhe The only other way
nn:ﬂ.m?:u taint is by inspecting his bload, which
ry Emz_n:_u_n: black.
LLED ARPEARANCE: A Pekile no Onl can change s
wn:n&. arwill,

1 Etrth roll vs. TN 25 or ::Er_.r&r:_. rain L-10 r.__.____:v
.naiugaw Talnt.

The crentures known os Pekkle no Oni are roee and lerdiving
créatures, Though they are not as strong or deadly as other oni,
they are cunning tricksters, adepl at concealing themaelves
amaonp humanity and’ sowing pain, misery and destruction
amorg honorable samuni.

When the Four Winds met al Winter Court al Kvuden Miva,
a Pekkle In the gubse of Uisapl Fuyoke did her best 1o fan the
flames of fealousy and distrast among Totur's heins Miyva Gen-
sk exposed her as an impostor, ine the Winds guickly de-
strowed the creature. Impressed by Gensaiken's clovemess and
corage, Totn Sezan offered Gensaiken a place as his advisor

Unbeknownst to the Woll, Gensatken w a frickster
il After making his own plans te enter the pood graces of the
Winds, Gensaiken was irritated by Fuyvuko's clumsy attempts to
Lurn thest against one another, He glodly exposed and sacrificed
her to promote his own agenda, He could not be more pleased
with the results, The Woll trusts Rim implicitly and seems (o
suspect nothing. Gensaiken seeg the madness that hails behind
Sexaru’s eyes, 15 he s cautious and patient, he knows that he
can help the Wolfl to become an even greater evil than the Dark
Lord himself.

Giensaiken’s Fate

Ages ago, Pekkle no Oni __.__E.n trickster __ﬁ_:ﬁ fram the.
Realm of Mischiel, Sakkaku, Though certainly not hanar-
%? E&:E,E&EE _._E evil. maaq_,.:nﬁﬁn;aw&... .
16 Fu Lengs power and were forced to join his ranks.
Creatures of Sakkaku are not easy to cornipt, so the con-
hﬂ&a: hetween n,mwrr_m and the Talnt Is tenuous. _:..: :
r.._u.w senses that a Pekkle s in m.__.._wn..u_‘ slipping from his
control, he 535% n&nnﬁ Enﬁmwaﬂ first (thus the
rather E:E.m_n,n:nnﬂ afa Dekkles m_qn:_,___

St reallzes that Gensatken is a Pekkle no Onl, but
¢_ act uﬂ the _En.::g:nm When the
Iy turns on his traltorous advisor, e swiitly sey-
e Pekkle Trom Tigoku's Ennnnﬂ. Gensaiken real-
mﬁFmﬁE _.En E ms EEEH _...E =E____. uﬁﬁ Is

n's statisticy cl .ﬁ. as
EE&&EE_ all Shadow-
_..__x i his Special .._.___EEEEE

s Vold semalns .
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GOLD EDITION

Part 1l
Dark Allies

osnl Ranbo Bod e the Silé Of aOZEns of mdior cor-
Ficts and [erally humdreds of minor skirmishes in
the millenmiom since borders were drown Bebiween the
Lion ard the Crane, {1 wos e city’s unfortunate distinetton (o

sit sgoarely on the border Detveen Iwo clans that hated one an-

olher maore vehemently than perhaps amy others n the Enpire,
The blood of tens of thowseands had washed the sireels, end the
pecsants who lhved there had long since quit coring whal masters
they senved. Thedr only concern was seendival, and how long the
reprice wowdd be before the next battle come o helr doorsd n,""

AN [irings condidered, then, (he only omess supvitsad wihem the

Crane atiacked with the firgd rove of morring sumlight were the

Lion. If was a sound locticol decision. The Lion were corpanmed

;!i,.'Tl,'!':'.!

ith aenging the insudt they hod Wt the Tsuno had

aliocked their home and disoppeored indo oINENCss _|rl--.-.u|5~_.

the Phocnin officer Shiba Abk

C M V-

usimg @ poveerfud

OVER more n] .,,." ---l'
fenily dissohwd the 1' on-Phoenix affance n
nemuranad fo incinerite the moaiority of the Lion Jelepetion. Naer
it history had the Lion been so besel o thelr ermemies

The though! made Kokita Nakofo smile. The courtiers mighi
sy othenwise, bul (o o warrfor the Lion were nothing move than
enemies. Thelr reputation as the greatest ammy In Roktigon infur-
ated him, for ke knew he and his men were supertor,. The Lion
arney was o Blunt nstremend, smoshing awey o foes, The Crone
forces under Nakezo's commnnd were precise ke o Kakita blode,
devastating with asimghe strke,

Mokazo and his men shouled a brutal ¢ of viclone as they
descended upon the slecplng citv. The Lion wene wnjprepaned and
unmeare: Tiecy wopld sl hrop about Bheir grood amy ioday. and

not for many davs fo follow.

ald adk thot
completely

hile they were

did nof ¢ =
i oy ol clhampe. ©1 wo

Th I J T %0 1.r"".'| LSJINT

i
You reconshier, SNoseru-sama. This affock ws

unpronoesd, fokirg odvandope of the Liom w
occundad by a threal 0 the entire Erepine. The Crones un
5 gl iof Rowugar.”

Hontel MNoseru mabed an eychrowe corfoushy, “A specioss orgu-
ment, Goro-san. How many times: have the Lion attoched Toski
Ranbo wihle it was wnder the corirol of Crane foroes ™

Gorp strugpted not fo frown, “INever wikle the Cramne wene comn-
cermed with matlers of imporianée to the entiré Empine, Noser-
ST,

"You speak of the Tsuno® the Anvil answivered, "The beasts ore,
i om ot mistaken, comertly the subject of an exhaeeties hiunt
fr oy sisber aned [he Plest Legion, I E am not alsoe istaker, 1 bes
fieve these creatures have nol atfecked any clon bl Ihd.' Lfam.”

This time, Goro could mol suppress o scow], SNal pel

wprTonded nostility sooten

o o, ©

it & the Empire who works fo protect the Ling

ond ol LI T DY Gound.” Nawery LS d e 2 ¥

e "Il Sorme
f, piven vour clan's hordshins, the Lion wore anohis i
profect the citfzoms of Tosh! Ronbo.™ He ook onothes

|ulhu|.u. roly pacidy
.

¢ Crancy claim o the city.®

d ok T =
Sin. ARG D § AelogTuse

o Nakazo smifed fenoely. Toshi Ronbo woenkd onfy he i

Year 1159, Month of the Goat
(Mid-Summer)

LION- ' ICE 1§ BROKEN
Shiba Alkune confronts the remalning Lion troops in Phoenbe
lands, accusing them of cowardice lor withdrawing from the wag
with the Deagon Clan. Licn leader Matsu Shinva challenpes Al
kune to a duel. Stlll wielding the powerlul nemuranai [sawa§s
Last Wigh at a fiery katana, Aikune slays Shimva. Ouimpedis
mare Lion troops arrack Afcans, and they oo ane destrovedd
Allgne commancs nis Shiba samural 10 kill the remaining Lion
and declanes their alliance 2t an end. The lew Lion samurai wise
survive the slaughser hide in the Phoenix lorests

RETURN OF THE ELEMENTAL MASTERS
[z Taeniko ar 1-..1 Shiba Ningen dig themsehnes
out of their undemground prison Miasters vow B
bring the full might of the Phoenix Clan o bear o destroy s
Dark Oracle of Fire. They are displeased by the power Shiba AlSS
kune has acerued In theis absence, and by the way Alkune his
shattered the Phoenlx alilance with the Lion, They do nothifgs
for now, seelng Alkune’s papularity among the Phoenix,

Leawea Hochiu

The Elemenia



H OF KAKITA KAITEN

e begin ta leave the Yasuki lands, and intend to take
It'l all of the crops thew have bome, leaving only barren

and empty storehouses, But Akada Kaneka's army blocks

*'i;fm'-fe.'fmm gxplolting the lands. The leader of the Crane,

ra Kalten, is incensecd by Kanekas amogance, and chal-

we him to a duel. Kancka accepis, and defeats the laljutsu

SHADOWED TOWER

bl Yojiro, the Master of Szcrets, learns of the existence of
sselawed Tawrer, a secret organization that intends ta usurp
omwer and perhaps the power of the next Emperor, who-
Lwlll be, The Shadowed Tower (s believed tao use moha
er sinister techniques. Thelr activities are not fimited 10
son Clar, and 1t is belioved there are Shodowed Tower
ves i the Crane Clan, Yojiro arders the rlented young
ﬁl_ﬁ'rﬂ to Infilirate the Shadaowed Toveer and discover their
et Shasure family dalmyve Shosuro Yudoka is commanded
El:j"l“"[h!, 1o maake sure he is not comveried o the Shadowed

y e Crib Clan Champion, immediately beging to
0 take back the Carpenter Wall. During his first attack.
nppears before him with an offer: he will retuen the
an's brother Kuroda if Kuen will surrender the Wall.
g, Hida Kuon swings his dai tsuchi as hard as he can
fe Lords head. Dalpotsu casily blocks the attack and
1 his weapon, Realizing he is overmatched, Kuon sounds

EES THE CITY OF THE LOST
i Kitsune Ryosei foliows Kokuiin to the Clty of the
bl by the samural who fell 1o the Taint at the battle
2 meets her fitkber, who attempes to entice her
Shde. In his grasp 1s the Tenth Black Seroll, which
on fiave swor they destroved yEars ago.
1Elp of Omen, a Tainted shugenja living in the City

el escapes the ity of the Loat.

oritome Kitao i unguestionably the Mantls Clan
pion. rumors about an helr of Yoritomo begin to cirou-
HEe [slands of Spice and Silk. Klao immediarely devotes
L Ulg'-;n;e nebwork into finding whether the rumaor is frac,
il stand for no challenge to her position, and plans to
eir il one exists.

HI RANBO FALLS
i_i_l:r}f their conflict with the Tsuno and troubled by Al-
3.5_53!'-1!5. the Lion are urprepared when Dnideji Makazo
b anmy of Crane to besiege Toshl Ranbo. Both sides are
- when Hantei Naseru intervenes, affering ta arhitrate
AE solution. They accept his mediatlon, and Naseru
_!:ﬁ‘-"ﬂ'l' of the Crane. Some wonder whether Maseru
ithe Crane, or If he seeks to punish the Lion for their

P Raneka and Tsudao. In cither case, the Lion abide
SRISETUS decisiog,

Vear 1159, Month of the Monkey
(Late Summer)

THE KING OF TROLLS

Retured Dragon hero Togashl hMitsu and his apprentice To-
gashl Matsuo accidentally awaken the King of Trolls, a troll as
big a5 a mountain that has slumbered Tor centuries. Bayushi
Opura (the son af the Impedal Chancetlar), witch-hunter Kunl
Tun i, sl Zokufin named gkl help them o lay the troll o
rest onee more, Ogura, a member of the Shadowed Tower con-
spirney, murders Junji, who has begun to comectly suspect him
of researching maho.

PROTECTOR OF THE IMPERIAL CITY

[koma Otemi, the Lion samurai who defeated an Orochi, is
ghven the ttle of Protector of the Imperlal Cloy. He guards Oto-
san Uchi at the helm of The Deathless, the bont he acquired
durng his adventures In the Island of the Mist,

THE BASTARD'S FOLLOWERS

In a surprising move, Moto Chagatai and his Unicom annies
arrve at Yasukl Yashikl and declare thelr alleglance to Akodo
Fancka. The Unicorn is the first Greot Clan to publicly stand
next o one of the Four Winds. Yorltomo Kitao quickly aligns
the Mantis with Akodo Kaneka as well. though she cantinues to
couet the other Winds.

THE GRANDMASTER'S WISDOM

Maka Tokei, the Grand Master, appears in front of Tohel T
dao to ald her I her quest to destroy the Tsunao. The shugenia
and the Wind have a long conversation about the nature of the
Tsuno, and how they are able to rravel long distances without
detection. Maka Tokel reveals that the Tsuno travel throwph the
Realm of Dreams. They have the power 1o opena connection 1o
Mingen-do wherever they wish with their powerful maglc.

TOGASHI HOSHI DISAPPEARS

Togashl Hoshi tells hig clan that he and his wile Hoshl Eizail
are needed elsewhers, and they leave Ningen-do for the Spirl
Realms. The Dragon Clan Champlonship s et vacant, Maost
Diragen samurai expect Mirumote family daimys Mirumoto
Liso or Togashi Satsu, son of Hoshi; o become champlon, but
neither moves to claim the mantle.

THE LION COUNTERATTACK

Lion Champlon Matsu Mimuro cannot aflord o send many
traops ta punish the Phoenix for their attack on Lion traops In
the Fhoenix lands, However, veteran wartior eoma Fujimaro
volunteers to lead a small unit of men to look for Lion survivars
and strike at the Phoenls. They leave Immediately.

- NOLLIAT a1on-
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 gATA None
.EIVAN'I}'-.LEEH: Mone [Orocle]

TAGES: Driven (prove exlsience of Cly of the Lost

DISADVAN !
2] disadvantape after he becomes Omen), Languages:

|oses this

pezuImi ool :
SPELLS (Spells marked with = are tnnage abilities) Commune®,

'.'l:’_’nUI1I¢J'5FE'”- Barthquake. Evll Ward®, Flres From the Forge,
Hands of Clay, [Hand of Jurajin,] Hearl of the Infemo, Jade
Garfke®, Path to Inner Peace®, Preservation. Sense®, Strength
of the Crow, Summon®, The Ties That Bind®, Tomb of Jade,
wvalk Without Passing, [Wings of Fire]
‘ ERILLS: Calligraphy 1 [2], Defense 2 [4], [fitte 2], Kenjutsu 1,
are: Maho 4 (6], Lore: Shadowlands + 16], Medicine 3 4],
“deditation 2 [4], Shintio 3, Spellemit (Maho) 2 [4], Yari 3 [4]

(CIRAER S ABILITIES AS QRACLE OF JADE

;ﬁum SIGHT: Omen can automatically determine the trug

onor rank of a person with a glance, and whether a creature
s the Shadowlands Taint.

* FLIGHT: Omen can fiy ot will, at four times his normal walking

~ speed.

JADE DRAGORN: Omen can take the form of a small jade diog-

an al will. While tr this form, roughly the size of a horse, he

can breathe geeen fire i a thirbvfoat cone: Al Shadowlangds

1 Cereatures within this cope take 7Y damage. Non-Tainted

y o : :__4::‘3!"211.1u_r|."5-:m: nok affected

"'._ © MAGIC RESISTAMCE: Omen has Magle Reslstance (TN +15),

a7 -8 per the Advantage, save that it applics only against magic
A et by Talnred creatunes.

:.ﬂli_.i'u.CLE ABILITIES RESTRICTIONS: Like all Omeles, Omen
LA hﬂ-‘“hL Inberent ability 1o divine the futne; this abilicg is
S EREEagical, but part of his very nalure, Any momal belng
~ mavask Omien one question. [ Omen chaoges 1o answer, he
by v .__In_‘mﬂmiﬂﬂ? knows the answer 1o ihis questlon (the kpowl-
= il 11".;.:'—'_5.#5“ appears inchls mind), amd he must tell the questioner
- the answer, The answer may be covptic, but it is always truth-
l'ﬂli Omen cannot use this ability mone than once for any
e mostal, even | he wishes to do so. Omen
“has some control over when this pawier is used,
and peed not use it on the frst question posed
Ot Rl e you really the Oracler”), though he
o miydoosn [Fhe wishes.
13 ~The Oracles of Light are creatures of incred-
SBle poier, but they must obey certain rules.
Thqr may mot use thelr enormots magical
(PEWEES [0 dnterfere in the affairs of the mortal |
- world, ExXcept A advisors or (o prisicrve their
b lives. They may not seck out others
IRV their advice, but must wait un-
& Hithey are agked. I they vialae these
Tules, the drapons can retsact their
,h]!"ﬁ.ﬂﬂﬂ atany tinie, destroying the
1 |
JE_ELEF'GILTJ'\T]DN! nce per day,
SEHENCan felepon (o ..n_L-
S Place in Rokupan that he
par I'ln:s visited before and by frie
B 0 Hhree other human.

]
SR ercatures with frim,

b T

Few In Rokugan have led such a strange and tortueed [ a5
the man known as CGmen. And o one knows the full truth of i
except for him and the MNezuml shaman Te'URRIr

He began life as Kunl Kiyoeshi, the only son of the leader of
the Bunl Wikch-Hunters, Kuni Ltagil. Ble was o prodigy in the
halls of the sukai-sagasu, but he never felt that be could gmin
his Infamous father's respect, always overstiadowed by his more
proficient rival, Kuni Shigeaki, This drove him o ever more dar-
Ing and prideful deeds, apd fnolly drove him alene ot the
heart of the Shadowlands. All along, he saw something the rest
of the Emplee had never before believed possible: an entire <ity
of Tainted humans and other crentures, the City of the Lost. He
returned home, bul na one Belleved his ale: not even his father
Vowing to return with evidence, he sought the ity again, but
e was surprised by & patrol of Lest samural and wounded by a
Tainted arrow

The Nezuml rescued him and nursed him back 1o health, but
they could net save him from the Taint, The mere existence of
the Clry of the Lost was of gravest consequence. His brethien
Witch-Hunters would need os much information ag possible
about this new threat, but the Lost would be able 1o sense a
apry, Just as the Crab clan had conceived such delenses against
Fu Leng's minlons, Soowith the help of the Name magie of the
Ratling NWameseeker Te'tik'kin, he relinguished his name and
everything that comprised his identity gs Kunl Kiyoshi, and be-
came Omen, His old name settled upon his rivitl Shigeaki, and
the history and memortes of the Emplre realigned themselves
ns i he had never existed. He was truly alane, struggling daily
with the Inexarable advance of the Tainl. Protected anly 13y &
miystleal spear given to him by Te'tik'kin Omen retemed — for
the first time — to the Clry of the Lost. His enly contact with the
Erpire was through Tetik'kin who relayed his messages o the
Kueth Witeh-Hunrers, [t was only a matter of Hme befare Cmen
would succuml to the Taint and become a true minlon of the

Dark Lord.
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But he was redeemed by elther fate or fortune, when he was
chosen by the newborn Dragen of Jade to be its Omcle. The
Inevitable doom of Omen’s corruption was ermsed In an Instant
o their spirits merged. and he became the first Oracle of fade.

The first sct of stats represents Kuni Kivoshi as he was before
he became Tainted and relinquished Bis name. The set in brack-
ets Is 10 be used after he becomes the Oracle of Jade

ASAHINA NIZOMI. SON OF THE GRAND MASTER

SCHOOL/ RANK: Asahina Shugenja 1 [5]

HOMNOR: 3.3 STATUS: 0.0 |60] GLORY: &0 [4.01

Air: 1 4]  Earthe 1 3] Fire=3 [5] Wader: 1 1]
Willpower 1 inteliigence 4 5] Perception 2 [3]

Yeid 4 |6

KATA: None

ADVANTAGES: Clear Thinker, Friend of the Elements (Fire),
Great Destinry, Great Potential (Divination. Spelicraht). Inner
Gift (Foresight, Lesser Prophecy]), Kharmic Tie: Naka Tokel
{5), Precise Memory

DISADVANTAGES: Dark Secret

SPELLS: Benten's Touch. Biting Steel. Commune®, Coun
Fires of Puriry, The Fires from Within®, Force of WIl, He -"..:
the Inferne, Nature's Touch, Path to Inner Peace*, Reflection
of Pan Ku, Reilective Pool. Sense®, Slash of the Lion, $
mon®, Tail of the Fire Dragon . Wind-Bomw Slumbers,

SKILLS: Callgaphy 0 [3[ Divination 3 [5]. Elquetie n u
Investigation (Notice) 2 [4]. Lore: History O [4]. Lores Spls
Realms 5, Malization 2 [S]. Spelicraiz © |5]. Th-.'-:lhw £
lures) 3 |5]

For many years. Grard Masier of the Elements ""hhTDH
dered the Spirit Reaims. When he returnad to the Realm of My

tals, he brought with him a stramge ohikd whom he p rited |
Asahina Scicawa for sakckeeping. \d::Tnl:ridlhndlhl:
ing hit travels his soul had been cloven in two, separath

good and bad portions of his naturc. The new soul s!m 3
from TokeTs created a new being, a being biessed with ﬂ
Laent posentiz] of the Grand Masiers nﬂn:mlu.‘usm_
new being had taken the shape of a young buman boy, '-L_l-
the fralities and limitaticns of that form. Naka Takel mm:d !
boy Nizomi. When Nizomi was presenied to Asahina
to be raisad in the Aszhina temples, he appeared 1o be
three years old, nommal i all respects exeept for his
eyes: polden, plercing with strange imelligence, and al
slitied like a cat’s. The boy's tremendous potential could be b
uhlvuled in the peaceful hﬂm:h of the Asahina, because

know which hnll' oi his mul was the pood hall and which
the bad hall. Nizomi could be one of the greatest heroes ol |
new age, or one of ii5 greatest villains,

With Nakn Tokeis dire warning In mind, Asahing Sekaws
ok Mizami with bim to be raised as an Asahina shugen
the halls of the Asaking emples, Nizomi's latent abilitle
atherworldly infelligence blossomed and flourshed. Thro
out all the years of Nizomb's training, Asahing Sekawa
careful eye upon him, locking for signs of what role Niz
true nature had chesen foe him. Even as o boy, he showe
turbing flashes of insight. He exhibited a breathtaking int
untll he so far outstripped the knowledge and abilitles
teachers that he learned more by studving outside of his
lessons, immersing himsell In the ancient lare of the
libraries. But he was ever a respectful student, in spite of i
shoricomings of his tcachers. =

He is highly unusual among the Asahina in that his aptifs
hu'diﬂleci:mﬂu[ﬁtnuﬂlnﬂupmmm
the destrictive nature of Fire 1o be oncomioable: Mizomi
mm:muwammmhmm
bidding Nizomi to study Fire. stifling his potential, would &
endorunate at besi. disastrous ai worst.

Nizomi is fully sware of hic past and nature. He has fo
tmrmhtngfm:thcmmh:qwnuhtmaﬂh:
wonders what destimy has in store for him. If he hiﬂ'l‘l-ﬂ't
about his good o bad nature. be has told o ve. and the
femains a mystery for oo,
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sCENSION OF FUu LENG
Jsing Sezarus Mask, a poweriul nemuranal created by the
+ of Vold hersell, Daipotsu opens o portal to Tenpoku, the
il Heavens. Fu Leng and his greatest minions — Akuma
fi;'rllir:t.he pawe anel Yakamo no Oni — ascend to fight the For-
ses, the Gods, and the Dragons. Daigotsu promises Fu Leng
fe will protect the Temple of the Ninth Komi in the City of
e Lost: as long as the Tainted worship the dark god there, he
‘ Fu Leng will have enough power to wage war against the
avens, Fu Lenp promises Dalgotsu his eternal blessing for all
EIE done b reslane him o his proper place.
Tu Leng and his oni commence [heir assaull an the Celestlal
pavens, and Daigotsu retuems o the moral realin.

i help of the Napa shugenja Ghedal, Toturt Tsudao and
lesesl retainers are transparted fo the Tmperial Clty in the
[e af the ehaotic bastle Grand Master Maka Tokei informs
thiat she bs the anly one able (o enter the palice. Tolel
mansports himself to Otosan Lichi magically, though he

nural who was trapped nskle the palice when the wands be-
ctive, Thotgh Tsudas onders him fo po, Tai refuses 1o
anclao’s side. Topether they enter the theone room, where
il his cultlsts are in the micdle of a complex ritwal,
artd Teudac kil e culllsts, I 1s (oo lite; the spell
completed, and Dalgatsu may returm 1o the Shadow-

ot froan infancy that be was destined to be the Dark
the Shadowdands. He Iniorms the daughter of Totard that
1t returned to the heavens. where anather war rages,
tatkes a tempeing offer: If Rokugan will not attack Daigotsu’s
iﬁq Egatku‘b men will ne longer invade Rokugan, Teudao
ses to compromise with the Shadowlands, and the two fight.
; f s quick and bBrulal; Tsudao severs Daigotsu’ dght
al the shoulder, and be retreats to the Shadowlands, He
hind the Steel Throne, which he stole when it was
he previous year's Winler Court. Tal offers to clean
1 ol Taint and retum it to Tsidno as a symbal of her
arlile. and she accepls.
ERnOWNsL to Teudao, Tai takes the Steel Throne 1o the
d Tower The secret crganization plans o place power-
faniments on the Throne that will allow them to spy on
ire Emperor,

S TOTURI 11

L E_':‘dﬂﬂ' sees that none of her brothers are able to pro-
e Emplre. Sczamu could not defeat Dalgotsu when they
Ifside the Oracles home, Kaneka could not protec
snter Wall, and Maseru could not protect Otosan Uchl,
fhe only ane able to save the Empire, she proclaims
PIess Tarur the Second. Since Dalgotsu's assault has
- anLichi bevosd repair. she will move her capital
i Seppln,

One of the first o acknowledae her as Empress is Shilba Al-
kune, who gives her a part of [spwa’s Last Wish. The pifl as-
sumes the form of o fery wakizashi, As o reward, Teucae sweirs
o Afkung that she will appoint him Clan Champion once her
relgm is recognized vy all of Rokupan.

ENLIGHTENED MADNESS

The insane fse zuml Kokulin has become one of the greatest
adversaries of the Dragon Clan, He sends the Deagon Clan a
challenpe: he will face the Dragon in combat if they send seven
al thelr stroppest (o the Twilipht Mountains. General Mimumetlo
Rosanjin, shugenja Tamaorl Chicko, son of the provious Clan
Champlan Togashi Salsu, Deagen heso Togashl Mitsu, his stu-
dent Togashi Matsuo, tattooed monk’ Hitomi Hopai, and head
af the Moshl erder Floshil Wivan teavel 1o the Twilight Moun-
tains o face Rim. His offer is a trape Kekujin ambushes them
with @ huge number of peblins and twisted Bse zumi and takes
them prisoner. He uses the Anvil of Despair wa create Shaomes-
s with the souls of some of the trapped Dragon, ncluding
Chicka.

Eakujin then summone a spawn of the First Oni o leam the
true name of Fu Leng. Togashi Satsu saves the surviving Drapon
when e taps Inta the power of Togashi inslde him, twens nte 4
dragon, and fights the Oni until it crashes below the earth once
trore: Bokujin Togashi Mitsu, and the Anvil of Despair are last
in the chaos,

Togashi Satsu accepts the power and wisdom of his grand-
father Togashi that his soul cardes. He takes the post of the
Draeoi Clin Champioi,

Addventure Hlook

Challenge: In the days afler Dalgobsu's assault on Olosan Lichi.
the ronds along the conslline are clopped with peasants flee-
ing the capital, ps well a5 the Shegun's forces moving neh 1o
attempl to restare order within the city, It s rumaored that a fa-
wared (rlend of the Shogun, Dajl Tanktsu, has come o meet with
Kaneka, However the player characters have found their way
b Sauth Hul Millage, they will find it dificult 1o nat join the
troops marching against the Horde: many daimyo have made it
clear that honor and glory will be heaped dpon those who fght
with the Shogun and that thase who shirk their duty are less
than hamaralle,

FOCUS

Tanitsu's meeting with the Shogun is dunl-purposed. He wants
Lo see his frlend one more dme before Kancka enters the fray
agninst the Horde, where he may die. Tanitsu also wants to find
aut Kaneka's tme plans for the Emplre 0s Shogane The player
characters come into the picture as bodypuards and sentries to
supplement the twa Kenshinezen thal cucrently defend Tanlisu,
The party's service is a favor to Tanitso from the players” lord {or
superlor officery and s greatly appreclated; not everyone in the
Empire is happy that the Shojun is leading the march on Oto-
sun Llehl. Thuse that support Totrl's ether ¢hlldren might find
ane last chance (o strike at Kancka; and the Crane, while being
e friend to the Shogun, know that he bs the best hope of rldding
the Imperial eiry of the Shadowlands Horde and regaining some
securdty in thelr lands surrounding the capital.
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STRIKE

During the meeting between Kancka and Tanitsu. the party muost
stay on their to2s. Assassing have been looking for a chance w
take the head of Toturis bastard son. Depending on how per-
cepiive the pamy i= 2nd how togh they appear. [he mecting may
o off withowt any incident. or the killers may believe the phryer
characiers” presence |5 the moment of weakness they've been
waiting for Hrgandicss of the results, the PCs™ service should
carn them favor in the Imperial counts and — i they dedide to
join the Shogun's ammmy — mury bring them the glory they nead
i Impress the Empire.

Important NTPCs in Broken Blades

KAELUNG, JADE SECT ENFORCER

SCHOOL RaME: Three Orders Monk (Haoshl) 4 [5]
[OMOR: 2.5 STATUS: 2.0 CLOVRY: 10 imonk)

Wator: 3
Strength §

Air2 (3] Earth: 4 Void 3

Relheyes £

Fira 1 [4]

ADVAMTAGES: Heanless, Quiclk, Wary

DSADVANTAGES: Bad Rq‘l'l.lh‘llmn, Brash

SKILLS: Anisan (Bonsal) 2, Deceit (Inilmidmion) 4, Defense 5,
Heavy Weapons 6], Hunting 4 6], Investigation 4 |5]. Jiu-
Jutsu & [7]. Lome: Shadowlands 4 [5], Meditation (Vobd Recov-
ery) 4, Peasant Weapons 5, Siealth 4. Theology 3 [4]

Kaclung began his service 1o the Dragon years ago as a young
monk studying with the Order of Hoshi. He was a diffoult student,
abways sceking a more direct path, with Bitthe wse for enipmas.
When the mttooed madman Kolagin shew severad of Kaslung’s
brother moniks. the young man kel the onder o hunt Kakujin.

During his guest. Kaelung was approached by men who as-
sured him that they had the means to locate threats [Tk Koloifin
— entitics that threatened the entire Empine — and that they
needed the aid of warnicrs ke Kaelung to destroy such threats.
They offered Kokujins wheneabouts as proof of their sinceriny.
Kaclung Investigated, and though his prey had escaped while
Kaelung was traveling, the Information had been valid. Kaghing
[oined his informants, discovering only Later that ke had thropm
in his lot with the Kolat's Jade Sect,

For years, Kaelung scoured the Emplie for the madman he
o swom o kill, Along the way, he ended the threat posed
by diszens of Shadowlands Beagts, maho-asukal, and enlgmatic
sdrits that the lade Sect directed hlm o destroy: During the re-
cent Dragon-Phoenlx war, he was nearly arested by Mirumalio
magistrates who claimed that he had murdered men in the ronin
village of Manashi Mura. Kaclung knew nothing of this crime,
and defended himseli appropriately, Unfortunately, not all the
maglarates sunvived. and Kaclung found that the Dragon now
reganded him as a murderer: It was a crime he could not dismiss
as casily as he pretended.

Recently, Kasiung came face to [ace with his nemesis when
Togashi Saten gathered a handiul of Drapon to face Kokufin in
the Twilight Mounmins. The venerated Ise zumi Togashi Mits
recruited an pmwilling Kaelung for the encounter. and Kaelung
wias enraged when Kokujin escaped his wrath once again. The
madman’s apparent death brought Kaclung licthe comfor, and
now he wonders what bis puarpose in Bie will be.

ASAHIMA SEEAWA. JADE CHAMPION

SCHOOL Rani: Aszhina Shupenja 4 [5]

HOoMNOR: 2.5 STATLIS: 9.2
Kir: 2 Earth: 2 Firez 1 Wiater: 3 [4]
Wil powe & Peroepton &

ADVANTAGES: Friend of the Elements (Akr], Heart of Vengeanes
(Shadowlancs), Higher Purpose (Fight Taini). |Leaders
DISADVANTAGES: Driven. Swom Enemy (Hakai)
SPELLS: As Jade Champicn. Sekawa has acoess 10 a stap
number of spell scolls and libmries. He has a wide variehy
of Alr spells, many as Innate Abilities. He also rm
spells with Jade in the title as [nnate Abilities, nammlng_ 1e
muets the pretequisites to possess them, Y
SKILLS: Artlsan {Origami) 2, Calllgmphy 4, Courtier 4, Dl '-
lion 2, Etiquette 5, Homemanship 4, Hunting 2, [aijitso 3,
Investigation 4 [a], Kenjutsu 3, Knives 2. Lore: Law 5 [6])
Lare: Shadawlands 4 [71, Lore: Shugenja 3 [5], Meditation &
Spears 3 (5], Spelleraft 5 [7], Theology (Fartunes, Shinta:

Far most of his e, Asahina Sekawa subseribed 10 the paciis
embraced by mest Asahina shugenja, even though he and i
siter Kimita had been orphaned when thelr father died at the
Battle of Oblivicn's Gate. Thelr uncle Tamako, although Tainted
at that banle. retumed and embraced a life of seclusion and fgs
orous seli-control: his example was a powerful Influence. Seis
wa's one deparure from other Asahina youth, perhaps, washe
martial training, althoush he leamed 1o wick an array of weags
oms purchy 85 3 means of maintaining his phyvsical conditic L.

Sekawa and Kimita enered e conlest bor the fade Chom

Perhaps it was this Sdifference to the outcome that aff
the youths 1o Co =0 wall Zach had a different style, .‘ni
wiis fortunate in the opoonenis they faced. In the final und
Sekawa anad Kimita fzced cach other in a duel that was mom
about form than power Kimita was viclorious, and Selm
pladly bowed Before his sister, the pew Jade Champion. .
The siblings’ elation was short-lwed. Habcal, the Onisu of Death
appeared In rosan Ucht with & stzeable contingent of O
new breed of destrictive bakemono, The demon's attack was
anel brutal, and Kimita was killed In moments, A age suck
Sckawn had never known blossomed In his heart, and he thie
himself at the Onisu, Only the appearance of his uncle, Asat
Tamako, prevented Sekawa from jolning his sister, Tamako's
rupted power allowed him to stand agalnst the Onlsu, b
far o moment, and then Hakol destroyed Blm as well, B
Sekawa stood shoulder 1o shoulder with the Emerald Cha
Yasukl Hachi, prepared 1o die like a gamural. At that mom
Grand Master of the Elesenis. Malka Tokel, appeared. Hakal 8
stinctively knew that it could not defeat the Master, and Ned rashe
than iace him. Sckawa’s venpeance was dended. 3
Sckawa assumed the tizk of Jade Champion. He has marshasss
the meaper resoumces of that position, which had (allen inlo =S
for years, and expanded those resources substantially when S
became Asahina daiomyo. Mamy amonyg his family pity or ocE
Selurwd for his newlors] passion kor destruction, but 5=l 3
does pot care. He will nat ret unitil the Shadowlands have bt
detven from Kokugan and he has isced Hakal once more.
On that day. he will prove that even death can dic.
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Part V
Fall of Otosan Uchi

frumoto Hikar! came amake with a stard, He de

spised the disorieniailon he often felt upon awae-

ening almast as much s he desplsed the naps he

B semetimes needed. Cnee. he hod deen a powerful warrior, dhe

mer student dr his dofo, the greclest combaiant I his Leglon,

His name had Been Enewn and feaped, Even os recently as the

“ﬁlrﬂ{sﬂll’rﬁa the Steel Chnsinthemenm’s offcers hod witlfdraw
froim duels fus! os often as thiey hod chosen to face him.

WWhat e berrtbie toll the wears fook o o mar What noeengeney
toulk! do, the vears had done for thene Now Hikari was old and
!_r:lﬁh‘.!t,. mrrsrur.-[fy tred, He would have relined lo a monosiery
years dago were it mot that kis clan depended on him, He was a
pilny functionans n e grared scheme of things, but the afe skill
he hiod possessed s o young man that had not alrophied was his
aflity o read people, He always eneiw when someonc was g
tohim, Perfvaps It was a gt from his Kifsuk! mather

e was @ sound fromyoetside. Hikar! frovened; he thought e
hod Gwakened at the whim of his unpredictoble body. He shook:
His head slighily, scratching at ane eor to lest his hearing, He
el swear thal he heard the sounds of battle from bevond the
Embssy gearters ol kod been ks home for o decade, But that
MES fidiculous, No one would be brazen enough to bring confiict
fo tHosar Lichi

A shaut of almm rose from e street outsioe, and then a screech-
i soundd that Hiker! fad never heard, Nohuimar throel would
make that mofse, ol even (i the lost excraclatimg moments of a
painful death. His frown decpencd, and insiincts he fad not used
invears told him o cross the room and place his daisho securely
ftis ol T was o ludicrous gesture, of course, but-—

Samething struck the embossy woll with @ sound ke thunder
Hikeri pondered whal could Bave coused such o calamily, The
bl came agerin, armd this thme the foor lurched. The old Dragon
kEnevrat ance that soetewhere, ooeall hod collapsed, Whatever
fad beem (n thie strect wirs mowe i the buiiching. When the
squnds of splintering wood g crembied masoney frally
factedd; o1 scuttling satind repiloced them,

redtures entered Hilaris chamber, Thew were smalf,
miscular and bristling with fangs and talons. They might
fave been hakemonn, save D thioy were Targer tham any
depietion of such creatures Hikarl had cver seen, They
sniffed the airartd snarfed al fiim, ropes of salivi dripping from
HRElr ominous maws, : L

- Come; then, ™ Hikart said, dropping into o fghting stenee. His
Bones no tonger ached. The pasifion fefe noturl, as 6 he were
‘:ﬁﬁj’gﬂm- Hewould not be able to kil them afl, bt they would

wat they had foced o Dragon semural this day

Vear 1159, Month of the Ral
(€arly Winter)

DESTRUCTION OF OTOSAN UCHI
The ciey les Inruins, without any hope of repale The spell
Draigotsu used Lo move through the spiritual realms thinned the
barrier between the realms, and Shadowlands creatures spawn
inside the greal gity. Lion Champlon Matau Nimuro orders his
men to setthe cley om fire and 10 bar bs walls. The fommer capital
city is no longer the jewel of the empire,

The ruins are inhabited by members of the Sward of Yoisu
who remain to destroy the Shadoewlands creatures, and several
Ratling tribes who do not mind the Taint.

THE SHADOWLANDS REGROUP

Daoigotsu and his minions setle in the Ciky of the Lost to regroup
alter the loszes they ook In the attack on Oosan Lchl Omonl,
the Sculptor of Flesh, croates a new anm for the Dark Lord, In
venpeances for the death of his bodypuard Goju Kyvoden, Dalgat-
su releases his Onisu through the Empine. The Onisw, learsame
creatures created by Dalgotsu, travel through Rokugan in search
ol chinos and destriction, Though they are eventually destroved
by brave samural, the Onlsu kil many samural and spread fear
meress the Empie, Daigotsu ghves o part of his soul 1o the Shad-
o Dipagon 1o revive his filend and bodyguarnd Kyoden.
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KyOFU, ONISU OF FEAR

Always thinking of ways to improve on his creations, Daigotsu
hits wpen the fden of merging the body of an Onisw with (he
soul of a Lost samural. With the Onisu dead rom thelr recent
assault, naw is the perfect tme to experdment. Omonl bullds
the carapace of Kyolu onto the body of resurrected Crab Cham-
pion and current Shadowlands general Hida Kuroda. The ex-
periment is a success; Kyolu s stronger, more brutal, and more
cunning than ever,

DISSATISFACTION WITH THE DARK LORD
The night before the Crab counterattack the Wall, Crab Cham-
picn Hida Kuon 18 visited by the Ogre Qverlord Kayolun, The
opres are unhappy with Daigotsu, for he has reinstated Fu Leng
o the heavens. After oll, Fu Leng was the one who enslaved
the agres. Kayvobun sugrests an alliance between the ogres and
the Crab. [Kuon neluses, for e will nob olly with Shadowlands
heasts, and kills Kayvobun.

THE CRAR COUNTERATTACK

Hida RKuon feames an extensive plan o retake the allen o
ers, The Crab warriors work together fenvently o recover their
beloved Bait Wall. Elder Crab shugenja Hida Rohiteki, wilch
hunter Kuni Kivoshis and the best of the Kuni work topether to
cilst i comples ritual that couses o ekt of jade w il upon the
corrupted beasts that occupy the Wall. The Crab take back five
af the six fallen warchiowers, assisted by o contingent of Crine
led by Daidedi Rekai, anc by luchi Lixue's Baraunghar army.

Eoyefu must flee from Kuen's mighty charge.

EXUDEN SEZARU

In appreciation of Toturi Sezaru’s blessings, which rejuvenated
the failed erops and staved off storvation, the Dragon Clan offers
Sezarua home in any of their castles. The Wolf chooses Byuden
Tonbo, the small Dragonfly castle ruined by the Alodos altack,
Llsing his maglc, he restores the castle o its previous glory. The
peasants in the area christen the castle Kyuden Sczant

NASERU'S REFUGE
Mier the destruction of the Tmperial City, and with the recent
proclamation by his sigter thar she would be relgning as Toturd
[T from FEyuden Seppun, Hlantel Naser realizes he must find a
base ol operations. He seltles in Byvoko Owarl: The Clry of Lies
fs fob onfy the biggest clty In Rokugan, bul also famous for iis
constant power strugples — perlect lor a pelitical mastermind
sl as the Anvil.

Maseru convinces Bayushi Kaukatsu, the Imperial Chaneel-
Tttt i pelen woeld Be best for the Scorpion Clan, Kaukatsu
publichy declares his support of Maseru — at least, for now

DARK ORACLE OF THE YOID

The elemens hove been unbalonced since the Omcle of the
Yoid, Toturi Kaede, wook the throne in the vear 1158. Ormacles
are forbidden wa interfene with the affaies of mortals, and yet the
impartial Oracle of the Vold did so. To halance the elements,
Tanbo Toryu valuntirily relinguishies his status os the Oracle of
Thunder to become the Dark Oracle of the Viid. The position of
the Oracle of Thunder remains vacanl.

THE CHUDA REBORMN .
Agasha Mishime is the last surviving member the Chuda famify
rulers of the Snake Clan that wos destroved in the yvear 402
dabbling tn maho, Mishlme, a quizt, unassuming "hognkx m_ "
Inguisitor, steals the sword that wos used to end the mornal
ol Hante] X071, the Steal Chovsanthemum. He flees [he's.}m
owlands with the swaord and presents it to Diigotsu, ﬂni.gu“
pleased, gives Mishime leave to recreate the Chuda fﬂmll}r
service of the Dark Lord.

YASUYD RETURNS 1
Fourteen months ago, Lady Do)l visieed the Crane Champlg :
cousn Doji ¥asuyo in a dream, The Kami told her to seek oo
a kenku named Kozue, a legendary kenjutsu eacher 'r.-h:':‘f'
HHL'ILI:I.J the greatest heroes of the Crane Clan, Mow, Dnji"f.ug Lo
refurns from her trlning wich Kozue In the Realm of Animsils
Seven vears passed for her in the Realm of Animala; and e
surprised by all the changes that have occurred in her absen

‘aauyn meets with Doji Kurchito, the Crane Clan C‘Immr{
ard passes along & wiamlng (rom her master. Kurahiio's bla
Chukandamo, benrs a powerful curse; if-he Is not careful]
curae will congume not only Kueohito bac the entlre Crang Cl '1
Alter some theught, Kurohita refluses to put aside the blade:
intends o e the curse and defear i

THECITY OF NIGHT 4
Drriven by sirange deeams, Hantel Noseru Is compelted to visi
the City of Night, a pre-human clty recently uncovered in 52
su Pss bry the L]|LI-:.u:|| Clar. Naser and his -..c-mp.mlunu—-
spy B u_,.-u.hl Sunetra, Bis yolimbo Seppun Isel, and the Shinjg
farmily dajmyo Shinjo Shono — are hounded by the sinister
na throughout their foumey. When they reach the Cliy of Ni
thes meet Moto Vordu, the citys appointed guardian. Van
elriven mad by what fie has uncovered, attempts (0 uses Nﬂ!
fo wploek o poweeful nemurandi: a crystal sphere with the p
er Lo chanpe the entlre world, The sphere, Vordu belleves,
anly be opened by the descendents of Soli Bzumo, one ﬂr
first Kitsu, The mad shugenja hopes that Naseru's Akodo veing
may carry Kitsu blood capable of unlocking the sphire. L

Masera s forced to unlock the nemuranai by Kishenku, an
anclent Tsuna brought te life by Moo Voodu, Masern leams
the Tsuno were ance Kitsu before their fall, Through strength
will, Nasem uges the nemuranal to destroy Kishenku and th
Tauno that threaten the city, Mg realizes that the absalule po !
the artlfzct grants would let Bim destroy the world, and big
stroys it enther than succumb Lo temptation, A

Yousu [re, o former Dragonily whao followed Naseru to e
clty, Ilames the Anvil for the Llon-Phoenix alliance that®
stroyed har fomter fmily Inddally she hopes to BIE Nasso, B
pfter she watches the Anvil I action, she realizes that ghe
ben acting irrationall, When Seppun [sel falls In battke, It =
Tsecormies thie Anvils new yollebo, and one of his most (08 =
COmpPaniens.
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nk KNOWLEDGE

knows that the Shadowlands forces are unlied now
ever have been befare, However, he is afraid that the
v el ghatter I the Daek Lord were to fall in battle.
S o Valtumum 1o nsk (he Dark Oracle of the Void
exact ime and manner in which he will die. With this

F-.

r had started. a Phoenlx individuzs] had ghven the

of Flre permission: to attack the Dmgon Clan. With

his serviint Tamosd Hiaka, Tamorl coerces Dragon

Mirumate Thige Tnto gmnting him permission to attack

n&i"-IhmﬂrI takes the field and bepins to Inclnerate

Iragan and Phoenlx troaps, Though tensions between the
bath Clans begin 1o renlize the outh.

\DOWED TOWER REVEALED
A Champion Bayushi Yojiro takes his first sicps to
: aadowed Tower. He conlfonts the man “Shosuro
L 2 respected poet whe retumed Som Oblivion's Gate,
L he believes 10 be a member Furuvan admits that
i pever extsted. [n his past life, he was in fact Bayushi
of the heads of ths Gozoku: a secret opganlzation
B through & puppet emperor.
thatt Atsukl has seudied his tactics and can
every moment. Yojiro secretly relires ng Scor-
thon, appolnting Bayush| Sunetra in his place.
ojima’s armor and does nol et anyone Enow her
Ul way, she hopes. she will be abls 1o outwir

EN DISHONORED
- okder brother Moto Chaozhu has never fongiven
ng the general of the Linicomrs Junghar armry
i revenge, Chaozhu contaces the Kolat, who
publicly and jorce him out of kis generalship.,
Becomes the new general of the Junghar. Chaozhu
10 a lleutenants position under Shono,

HEgon & not an Elemental Dragen and docs not have
one. During Fu Leng's ascaull on the heavens, the
 Ningen-do 0 sec 1 i can find a hero with sui-
T 12 help Tengoka. It arives = the moral woeld in
e Lest, where it finds the Tainted shugenja Omen.
o fooks inside Omen's heart and sces an kon-
When the lade Dragon kends Omen its powers.
the first Oracle of Jade, his Taint disappearing.
the Celestial Jine that Hakal took from the Shiba
the Jade Champion, and uses his magic o leave
lands,

A DARK BARGAIN

Dalpotsy sends an emissary to Hamei Naseru in Rvoko Owart.
He believes that the Anwil is the most reasonable of the Four
Winds, and the most amenable to an alliance between Daigotsu
and Rekugan. Nasenu rejects the offer and kills the emissary,
but not before extracting from him the location of the City of
the Lost, He sends a skilled scout to the Shadowlands to verify
thie Information.

Audventure Hook

CHALLENGE

In several villages i the northeastern Unkcom provinces, mag-
istrates have some mbsslng. A Unkcom shupenja named Moe
Tsusung. who czlls himself a “pries of death,” may have had
somcthing 1o do with thelr disappeamnce. The plaver charoc-
ters have been retained by the Jade Magistrates: the PCs are
to investigate the situation and report back (o their lard or 1o o
lade Maglstrare.

When the party ardves st Dark Edge Village, Unicom sen-
trles Inquire as to thelr buklness and remind them of a shu-
genja toumnament to be held the next day on the nofthernmest
tounament fickd. Mention of Mote Tsusung cleardy makes the
puands uncomjortable, but they inform the characiers that the
Moto s an honored puest of Shinjo Guan, the local magisirate.

Shinjo Guan welcomes the party and speaks 1o them candidly
regrrding Tsusung. Afver two differert magistrates disappeared
shortly alter mecting with Tsusung, Guan decided to follow him
In secret for a few days. On the thind day, the Mota visited a
hidden shrine in the hills o the northeast. After mediazing for
an hour or two, Tsusung departed, and Guan had a chance 1o
Inspect the shrine. There, he found two maglstrales' seals, pog-
sibly belonging to the missing men.

FOCUs

Guan has no testimony to identify Tsusung as the murderer, and
what meager evidence he has is not sufficient to accuse a man
of Tsusung's standing. Rather than abandon the investipation,
Lruan has imvited Tousung 1o sy in his home durdng his dime
within the village. Tsusung will depant once the toumament
ends, and Guan is desperate to find out what happened befare
Tsusung leaves. Thus far, the shugenfa has sald nothing 1o lead

Luan o elther evidence or testimony. He asks the characters )

to attempt o provoke Tusung, perhaps angerdng him enough
tor boast of his prowess or even become enraped. The shugenja
tournament, In which shisgenfa of varying Schoals and temples
display their craft, is a good place for such a speciacle.

STRIKE

Although his surdy demeanor and strange ritual peactices mark
Tausung as a suspicious o1, he has comminied no crime. The
missing magistrates wore killed by bandies, whom Tsusung
stalied and killed. He placed the magistrates” seals on a shrine
he buili for the Lords of Death, and intends to report the entire
inckdent o the Khan, who favors Tsusung, The shugenfa has
not reported the Ineldent o Guan because he does not consider
Liwin a capable magistrate, and does not consider the younper
man to hold amy authority over him. Whether o not Tsusung
responds 1o balting is left up 1o the GM.
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Important
NTPCs in the
Fall of Otosan LAchi

BAYLUISHI Tal

SWCHOOLA RAME: Shosuno Shinobi 3

HOMOR: 1.0 ¥TATT .  LORY: —t i)

Wiater: 3 Woad 3

1 - :-l,_ 1o #f s .I.l 1 ¥ | i =3t
A Lk E N | ol B k4 Trlasen 3 e
! = LA SESRCE | BYU i LS L%
. L . bt Bl
Choaumn Yodosa, In = ey s 1), L I=El METREXCS
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LAOCICE =

RILLS: Actins

5

— i
Engincering  (Construction) Explosives 2, Renjuisu

Ninja Raneed Weapons 4, Poison 2, Siealth (Sncaking] 4,
Linderworld 3

Bavuehi Tl was the son of two Scomplons who survived their
clan's exile 1o the Buming Sands, He was rlsed on tales of how
the Scarpion could evercome any obstacle o long as they cling
for thelr saered lovaley o the Clan Chimplon and the Emplre, He
uleo hoand of the Emplires hotred, and how the Scorpion’s en
emles stood ever polsed o destroy them I they made even a sin
ple mistake. From these tales, Tal leamed 1o be competent and
unseen, gaining the attention of his sensel Shosuro Yudoka.

As one of Yudoka's prize students. Tal aided his master in

the Lving Darkness-inkested Goju ninda (or many yelrs

He also served as a messenger and spy or Yudoka and even
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After Datpotsu’s defeat, Taf ok
fered the Scorpion’s aid in cleang

e Steed Throne. Tsudkse gracioushy e

sased with Tal Thiss
whis exactly the oulcome Tal desired S8
far Yoiro had'ordered him 1o nfil i

ihe conspiracy,
While studying the Tower, Ta
funed himaell sorely I:l."rnl:r.t\-}
el by thelr philosophizss
He suppored the nigs
(Lon that the Scorplan
belonged in the shadss
oW, Just as the Towers
clalmed.  How  eloss
coitlcd ey hide fros
e end his lovaloy pres
villed, and ke cave a full report o Yodoks. Thes
scormion Clan keadersh __-l,:.—_._.:- od the Shadvred Tower, due 58

. 1
NEmics

[ 1al4 g

4 I wsie @ T o
o small part o Tal's as=isiance
L - - T ] |8 R -
ce the Towers destracton, Tai has refumed to his previouss

dutles for the Scomion. There are procious fow Goju beft for B
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and there are iow fe dar's leaders trust a3 well a5 Byl 158

MOTO CHEN, KOLAT HUSNTER

fi<hi 3. Shinomen Guand |

HOMOR: 29 STATUS: 4.0 GLORY: 4.8

Birp 3 Earth: 3 Fire: 4 Water: 4

Mwrarencss &

KATA: Howl of the Moto, Moto's Burmilng Sirike
ADVANTAGES: Allies (Moto Chagatal, Nagad, Heart of Vegss
1, Wy of the Land (Shimemen, Unicom)

peance (Kalar), ]
&1 Bad Reputation, Driven (Destray the h'ﬂt:lt],,

LISADVARMTAGE

Sworn Enemy {Mata Chaozhu), Trae Love (Akasha)

SEILLYS: Athletics 4. Battle 5, Defense 5, Horsemanship 5, HUmss
ing (Survival) 4, [nvestigation (Motice] 2, Deceit { Intimidas
flon) 3, Kenjputsu 5, Lose: Nagga 3, Loret Shinomen 3, Stealtiis
[Sneakingd 3. Kvujutssu (Yomaned) 4

r5. His elder brothes
b5 sab fmymortant o e
yiz hrotherSs




il Chaozhie was awiy fram home, an eanthquake struck
rovince and killed their parenis. The loss devastated
b-s::ﬂmt‘d i enrage Chaozhu, who rode away swear
gfend their barders from some unspeciied enemy. Chen
ﬁj':ul'ld thedr home ancd put thelr family affairs in ordee
:"[nj': hig griel, Chen rebuilt and reorganized the province
o next several months. He hoped that Chaozhu would
efforts adeguate when he returned (rom his “patrol
teadd Hls brother spent all kis energy and the last of the
resources ingratiating himself to the Khan.
 fehan sow through Chaozhu's glocy-hungry ambitien, He
=l the omnicompetent Chen as general of the Junghar,
caf the Left. Chen knew that Chacehu was furlous, but he
know how deeply his brothers haired now ran. That was
As general of the Army of the Left, Chen fourd hap-
5 in the honomble execution of his duty to the Khan and in
pany of a strange woman called Akasha, who had o bi-
anpection o the soul of the Naga race. Chaozhu conspired
alat apent to puin that happiness, and Chen was humili-
disgraced In court bevond any hope of redemption,
Iy too fate did Chen figure out what had happened. The
i realized It as well, but he could not ignore Chen's pub-
ace, He relicved Chen of his duties, and then secrothy
Im with the duty and responsibillty te purge the Kolat
e ks af the Unicom Clan. With the assistance of Aka-
the Mantis Daughter of Storms, Yeritomo Kamiko, Chen
bered o link between the Kolat and the Naga known as the
en helped Akasha and her teacher the Shasyahbkar
the Ghedal, The battle between the twe MNaga awakened
anmy of Asp warrlors. Chen and Akasha assumed com-
these Asps 1o safeguand (he Shinamen Mo,
Chen still hunts Kolar agents. He still shows them

. Pat Vi
~ Heaven and Eavth

W dgume knelt fn the shrine, his heod pressed firmly
dgainst the coid stene floor Before the aliar hai was
~ devoted to Kaze-mo-keml. He had senved at this
: flf! retirement. In ihose years, fie hod come fo find
eliglon had answered oy questions that had nageed af
ks entire life, Questions, perhaps, that he had ot ree-
tSted deep within his soul. He had wanted something
e meaper existence af ety encl violonee thal encap-
i lifie befare entering the service of the Fortunes.
‘Nagumo fifted his head from the oo, his eyes wet
The lard e now senved was gone, He could not claim
Erstood the Fortupe of Wind, fior the poower of Kesc-noe
it fomething that the mortal mind could comprehend.
Tespecled and revered 1t and he had been blessed as
W Ihat was cver, The constant, gentle breeze that had
the shrine even on the calmest of daays wias gone,
e bean unteashed on the Celestlal Heavens, and the

The heavens were thick with the essence of death. The foul
stench hung in the ois clouding the vost plaing that oy before
Tengokas gate, Thus fun the corruptton had not spread past the
pales into e diyilie sealm bevord. Fu Leng's power was not such
that fve couiel befoul the Cetestiol Heavens themselves, Not unless
he could cross the palewy.

A swirrm of ne fore apart @ pack of Sancua na Ond and de-
seended Jowerd By Leng, thelr fiony breath swirling about them
dn a brilftont corora of puaty, The plifel spicts speved fame as
they meached hims, foping perhaps (o (nelnerate im on the spot.
He faephed s the Temes lcked ol his rates, scorching them only
slightly. He waved his fand and o cascade of poxious green gas
hiffawed forth, enveloping the swanm. Thele beilltand Temes ed
dnsteerrly, swerllooed Dy e cloesd, Thelr forms went mp ard dark
e 11 suiffused thelr flesh.

A Tong mya dwirled in midair, The Hght tn s eyes fashod with
the sun’s fury, perhaps stenifving ifs alfeglonce fo the forces of
Heaver, Fu Leng recched oul with divibe specd and grebbed the
creature where it hang in the sky, shoking {6 violentfy and snap-
ping cvendhing within it in one Swdlt movemenl. The Tight n il
eves died and it went as Nmp as o broken tay.

The dark: pod Taughed with the power of it all,

VYear 1159, Month of the Tiger
(Late Winter)

DEATH OF SHINJO

Fu Leng= armies overwhelm the guardian of the pates to Ton-
goku, Oka no Onl. Ad she did once, o millennium ago, the
Kami Shinjo rides forth before the Shadowiands army and talks
ta her brother, Fu Leng. She believes that a spark of righteois-

ness remains inherwayward brother, Fu Leng uses the spear he
stole from the Fortune of Death to kill Shinjo.

SHINJO'S JOURNEY
Dead, Shinjo inds hersell In heido, Realm of Waitng, There
she finds that the Shi-Tien Yen Wang, the Moo Lords of Death,
dre an acampalgn e teke controel of Meido (rom Enina-C, They
clafm that Exmma-0 hag falled o cany out the duties incum-
bent upon the Fortune of Death, and the Shi-Tien Yen Wang are
peeded 1o keep Meldo In order. Emma-0 agrees ta share contiol
of the Realm of Waiting with the Shi-Tien Yen Wang.

Adter a short discussion, Shinja is sent to Ningen.do, where
she will be reincarmated back inta the waeld when the tline
is righl.

MANTIS CIVIL WAR BEGINS

The followers of Yortoma Kumiko, daughter of the Clan foundec
Yoritome, and those whao follow Clan Champlon Yoritomo Kitao
hawve eved each ather warlly for months, Matiers come toa head
when ane of Kilias men, Tawrehi Yotaka, threatens the e of
Kumiko's lollower Tsurichi Fusako. Tsuruchl Mobumaoto, Com-
mander of the Guard ar Gateway Village, kills Yuraka with o
gingle precise arrow. The Mantis Civil War bepins n eameast
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FORMATION OF THE TOWER OF FEAR

Crab Champion Hida Kuon retakes six of the seven watchiow-
ers, but try a5 he will he cannot keep the seventh. Finally, the
Crab decide w destroy the seventh watchiower and rebuild the
Wall around its remains. The next moming, the Crabh ane ap-
palled to dscover that the destroyed tower has rebuilt sl
overntght. The Tower of Fear bs the closest outbreak of cormup-
tion o the Crab lands: flled with Shadowlands beasts and Lost
samurai. it rests only a few feet away from the Kaiu Will

AKODOS GRAVE

Matsu Turd, the Dark Oracle of Witer. searches the Lion lands
until he fnds a locatton of great power: the grave of the Kami
Akodo. Turi steals the bones of Akodo with the intent of black-
mitiling the Lion Clan. A Tsuno warrlor traveling with him, Shin-
i, takes Akodo's blade, still sharp after centuries.

TAMORI DEFEATED
Baster of Air Isawa Nakamuro diseovers that a Dack Oroele
riusl follow a single order from one who wields the appropriate
Dark Covenant, a powerful Talmed artbfact, Aler greal trials,
Makamure and Tamoer Shaltung, the Tamort family daimyo,
confront Shaitung's father Agasha Tamod In his lair once agaln,
this time armed with the Darl Covenant of Fire. It Is revealed
that the one to ask Tamard 1o attack the Dragon Clan was Master
of Fire Isawa Hochiu. Hochilu wanted a war between the Mhoe-
nix and the Dragon 1o bring out the heroes within the Phoenlx,

Hochiu dies duding the Dark Oracle of Fire. and dispraced
Diragon officer Mirumoto Tsupe ends Agasha Tamori's mad reign
with a blade throogh the Oracles hean. However, when Tamori
dies. his brother Tamod Chosal, who abse acoompanicd Naka-
mitrao and Shaitune. becomes the new Dark Oracke of Fire. Na-
kamuro thinks quickly; grabbing the Dark Covenant of Fire, he
banishes Chosal from Rokugan. As long as he fives, Chosai may
never retum i Rokuogan.

The Deagon-Phoenix War ends.

AMBASSADOR FROM AFAR

Rama Singh, an ambassador from the Ivory Kingdoms., amives
In Rokugan to renew an alllance between the vory Kingdoms
and the Mantis Clam, The Maharaja who rules the vory King-
doms needs pinseng (o survive, and (s only found in Rokugan.
Rama Singh armves in asukl Yashikl, the bigpest port in Roku-
i, Infamous Crane courtter Kokl Munemerd and the monk
advisor (and former cournien) Kometsi arrlve in Kaneka's castle
ind slickly take the forelgn ambassador inte the Crane's care,

Vear 1160, Month of the Hare
(Early Spring)

A VISION OF THUNDER

A vision of Dofi Hoturi, the fallen Crane Thumder appcars at the
gates of Kyvoden Kakita, The vision claims that Hoturi himseli
will retum in a week o bless the Crane Clan in these times
of trouble. Grand Maser of the Elements Naka Tokel and his
student Totun Miyako are prevent o see the blessing. However,
events go aaTy when it B not Dojl Hoturd who retumns, but the
False Hoturi, 2 creation of the Egg of Man Ku. The Tainted False
Hoturl has swom alleglance 1 the Dark Lord Dajkeotsu.

While the False Hotur! distracts those gathered, Crane digs
Daldodi Megumi snzals into the chambers of Kakita Toshk
the former Emerald Chempion. She has been comupted
Onisu of Death, Hakai, rendzring her vulnerable. She
sessed by the vengeful spirt of the ronin Dainya, who
Toshiken. She casily defzats Toshiken's yolimbo Doji R i
cuts off his swocd arm. then kills Teshiken and escapes.

KUMIKO AND THE UNBROKEN L
Yoritomo's daughter Kumixo realizes that she will never §
the lull supper: of the Mantis Clan, nor the approval of 8
Empire, Il the Shadowlands Taint continues to infect her §

keaves her supparters to be led by ber tusted Jnh-isurs.uml_
the help of the Naga-connected Akasha and the disgraced o)
har genernl Moto Chern she finds the village of the Unk
This band of ronin has developed a technique o destroy

Talnt by destroving Shadowlands crestuns, She [olns them)
0 tme, learming theie ways,

THE CURSE OF CHUKANDOMO
Crane Champlon Dojl Kurohieo and bis cousin Dol Yas
determined to break the curse on hig katana Chukandam
rohio onders Crane forces te withdraw from Toshl Ranbo,
af much death, suffering, and @ilure for Crng ancesons. |
Crane will metumn the city to the Lion, Kurohita claims
the curse on the sword is broken. The deal scems oo pood!
be true, and Lion Champion Matsu Nimuro sends sodan-Sem
Kitsu Hizashi, an ancestorshupenja, 1o investigate.
When Kurchito ghves the ity back 1o the Lion. the dami
souls trapped in Chukandome arrive to destroy Kurohito : |
fadlure. To courter them, Yasuryo reledses the souls of the =
Crane heroes that reskde within her blade. Natshi, With theise
of the Kitsu todan-senzo that are present, Kurohito beeals
curse and puis the camned soals fo rest.
Kurohko ced= To<hi Ranbo to Nimweo, and promis
Crane will Gt 2 sword o take it back for at leasz ope
nally. he hands Chukandome 1o Nimuro. The swond wasof 3

nally erenied te be given to the Matsu kamily, to repair i .:
tlum,'-hlrp betweer the Kakita and the Matsu, Nimuro acceps

gratituce, ancd decides 1o hold It 1e give o anolher Matse 1" -

SHAMATE PASS 1
Matau Hataki follows his wife's murderer Bayush| Kueman
rinall pass that conneets the Llon londs o the hcmp!lnn]
Thawgh Kuemon and his allies outnumber Hatakl nine ta o
Hataki attacks Kuemoen, Hatakl galng venpeance for his
eleath, though he dies shortly alterwards, Bayushi Eitarot
i Llon representative make sure that the tue history of Maisi
Hatakt is known. In his horor, and the honor of his quest.
pass 18 renamed aher his dead wile.




F LOST BLACK SCROLL

*awelve Black Scrolls are potent magical artifacts from the
: '(‘;\Eur Against the Shadowlamds, corrupted By centurics
aening Fu Lengs soul bound. Tuchi Yue, the Tuchi Family
recelved the black scroll called the Wisting Disease
w of her gempukku, On the Day of Thunder, her father
i Karasu found the Black Scrall on Yogo [unzo's corpse and
i for safekeeping: Yue accepted the duty of safeguarding
nperous artliact,

ne night, the Black Seroll disappears, Yue questions the
‘ ut they have been silenced. The only thing she leams
that the thief was a Phoenix. When Clan Champlon Moo
[earns what happensd, le s incensad. Mot anly was
ire that the Lnicorn held the antlizct, he does not want
gerous em [oose in the cmplre. Chapatal orders Yo
ally bring the Black Scrall Back o Unieorn hands or
wrath.

NS IN PHOENIX LANDS

tmre and his small band of Lion samurai make their
the Phoenlx lands, When they can, they atlack
and hirass the Phoenis ammy, Though persistence
Eullmara finds a small band of surviving Livns led by
girn Al vow 1o leave the Phoenix lands alive,

a5 [romm hie superloss to fimd 2 weapon Lo counter Esa-
Wish, Mirumata Temoru finds the City of Gald to the
of R H'qgun'y'l-.mds. % 15 4 huge Yobenfin city — with the
Fof femwa marking its gates. Temuord enters the city, hapetul

t e will fined an answer to the prol:lem.

EKA'S VENGEANCE
o that his brother Naseru will never slop attacking
CAkode Kaneka musters his forees anmd marches
il the City of Lies: The Bastard's Unicora allies make sure
Eribeee fa unexpected, amd the Shapun's lroops march e
I5 ol the City of Lies before the Scorpion realize what is
_..NEL.E'EH.I 18 satisied; his attacks on Kaneks were meant
HE hall-brother o kil him, thereby showing the rest of
I EHAE Kaneka 1s unfit (o dead. Naseru Is ready w die for
Bood of the Empire.

AIKUNE'S RETREAT

Shiba Alkume decides o use the power of Isawa's Last Wish
against Fu Leng, but |s surprised (o fnd I can no [u|1g-a.'r -
tral it. The sentient nemumnai is afraid of the Kamiwhao killed
his father [sawa. The Last Wish causes an cnormous explosien,
devastaring evervihing within miles, Alkune realizes that he Bos
been treating the nemuranal as simply a tool, when [ was an
entiby to be respected. Shamed by his conduct during the war,
Shiba Alkune disappears with [savwas Lasl Wish (nta exile.

RETURN OF KAEDE

Oracle of the YVold Torurd Koede has a conversation with her
measten e Vold Dragon. She reallzes that although her [n-
terference caused havoe ameng the elements in Rokugan.
it was preferable (e standing by and walching the Empiee be
destroved. She decides 1o go back 1o the moral world to cnd
the chaos, and o appoint an Emperor o succeed her and her
hushband T,

Adventure Hook

CHALLENGE

While traveling through the southerm Lion provinces, the pliveer
characters stop one alternaon near 8 small roadside shrine. Af-
ter they begin to unfoad their equipment, perceptive members
of the party motlee the ashes of & small fre, still falntly warm,
and a small furoshiki sack beside them, [nside the sack ane
some scrolls and a few writing implements, as well as a chop
with o Lion mon onil,

The scrolls contain notes regarding an Investization Into the
death of 0 woman named Bayushi Shamate. The notes seem
to have been made by her husband, a Lion duglist of some re-
nawn, The notes indicate that he, Matsu Hataki, was very close
to finding Shamate's murcerer, but provide little proof ather
than that Hataki “fecls certain” that Shamate's former lover
is pesponsible, The notes indlcate thar Hatakl was leaving to
search for the culprit in a smoll. unnamed pass to the south,

Focus
I1 the party searches further they (nd severl discardad pleces
of armor 1o the east, all lacquered in dark red. The amor is
cracked and has been hacked with swerd blades. On the pround
nearbwy is the jade badge of office of an Imperial magistrate, split
intwo.  Hoof prints lead away (o the south, toward the Spine
of the Word Moeuntains, One can sunmnise that a
fight took place here recently and the men Involved
are prokably not more than a day’s ride south ot
this poing
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shorthy afier the pamy amives at the shrine, two Scomplon
samitai ride up. One dismounts and introduces himmseli as Bay-
ushi Seiryo. a Scompion magistrate. He explains that he and his
partner, Soshi Matsuo, had recently found this site and wani.
«d 10 know why the player characicrs wene ihore. Afier some
discussion, Scirvo asks if they found any other evidence, and
seems shocked i the panv divulpes the contents of the other
scrolis. He asks the PCs to continue to inmvestigste and contact
him if they find cut amahing ekse.

STRIKE

The pass to the south is now known as Shamate Pass, in Tec-
ognithon of Hataki's defeat of Bayushi Kuemon, Shamate’s mur-
dener. Kuemon's deith, and the subsequent death of Hataki
from the wounds he recelved In the battle, is a maer of honor
for the Lion and Scorpion, both of whom consider Hataki a hero
fiar hils devotion. Selrvo and Matsuo ane distant cousins of Kue-
mman, and have folind themselves tlnted by thelr ink to him,
They planted the serolls that the charneters discovered, hoping
to callinto question Kuemon's gullt and paint Hatakd as a raving
lunatic obsessed with vengeance,

Arriving at Shamate Pass, the player characlers are directed
to speak to Bayushi Eltarou, captaln of the honor puard and
Shamate’s brother. Eitarois talks 1o the party and gladiv answers
any questions they have about what happened here. When
confronied with doubts as 1o the truth of Maisu Hatakis in-
vestigation. Eltarou fiercely denles that Hataki would ever write
such things, and then calm himscl, asking the party if they
have amy other questions. If actually shown the scrolls 25 evi-
dence. the Bayushi captain reads them and smiles, putting the
second scroll in @ pouch. Eitarou then explains how he helped
Hatali find the man who killed his sister, and how the serolls
they produced were obviously faked. The Scorplon then ells
them that while he appreciates the party's inquiries, the matter
was a point of honor, now considered closed. Any further ques-
thons about Hatali's or Shamate’s honor will be met with steed
Regandiess of how they Interact with him, before they keave, Ei-
Farod asks the party jo tell those they meet of Hataki's bravery
and Ris sister’s love.

Should the characters press the Investigation into Hatakis
quiest, they eam Eltarou's wrath, and possibly the Ire of others
within the Lion and Scorplon elang, If they pursue discussion
with Seiryo and Matsuo, they fnd the two evasive, and thie false
mgistrates quickly disappear Huntling them dovwn could earn
the characters allies within both elong, although there may be
ather members of Kuemon's extended family who would not
look kindly upon further dishonor.

Important NP Cs in
Heaven and Earth

BavisHl RwWANCHAL BITTER LIES SWORDSMAN

SCHOOLRANK: Baveski Bushi 2 (1) /7 Biner Lies Swordegs !

HONOR: 2.3 STATUS: 1.9 GLORY: 4
Fron Earthe & Fires 2 1] Waler: 1 H
Aty & k-

ADYANTAGES: Ally (Bavushi Kaukatsu, 41). lhmdﬂl Gre;
Destiny, Luck {3} ]

DISADVANTAGES: Ancsocial, Bad Reputation, Brish

kATA: Striking as Easth, Sundering Groe, The Tail's F!mt:h'

SKILLS: Arhletics 5, Courtier 2, Decelt {Intimidation) 4 [6], B
fenge 4, Hersemanship 2, [aljutsu 4 [6], Kenjutsu E.K*,'t.l 'I 1

4, Palwon 2, Stealth |

Thie pame Bayushi Kwanchol tepieanlly Insplees one of two ne
tang bemused laughler from those who hlive seen his outl
Ish behaviorn, or irational Tear from the few who have faced
and lived. _

Bayushi Kwanchai is the student and helr of Rimyushi Ta
a ghited but ecoentric swoerdsman of the Clan War era.
wak the only student to master the technique T.;lngn'n
called the Dark Sword of Bliter Lies, and has become & .
of a sensel among the Soorpion, attrmcting only the m -
Wealistic, and the Insane. Nonc have masicred the rechnigs
bt be is nat discouraged.

Kwanchal came 10 prominence during the contest the Ex
ald Championship. H:'u-ch:'l requined him to disqualify hiss
by deliberzisty Injuring another contestant, Shiba Al
that Alkure would be disqualified 2 well. Kwanchai was
believing that he could have won the toumament. but ©
his lord as ahvays. When the toumament was over, Kin ': ;
returred 1o his siudies in Scorpion lands.

Mearly a yvear later, Kwanchal was in Ryoko Ovwsiri Wil
Onisu Fushin and Muchitsuje were attacking the city
chal hurled himsel into combat with Fushin, the Nightn
the Scorplon, which had murdered the Emperon he Wa
Ik, but was himself gravely injuned. Fushin had become <
In plich during the anack, and os (& held Kwanchal, pre
o the death strlke, the samural grabbed a laming arra
Pluriged 1 Irito the demen's eve, Both were gpveloped in dait
and fell Into the river. The Onigu fell howling with rge b
chal fell lmighing.

Kwanchai, bumed and wounded, was recovered fro
tiver by servants of Imperial Chancellor Bayushl Ka
The Chancellor saw ta it that Kwanchal was treated by
esl herhallsts and shupenja, whe healed his wounds and
repabred the terrible damage 1o his (ace. In retum, Kw:
became Kaukatsu's loval yojimbo, protecting him from ﬂ
woulkd do him ham. This would eventually come 1o includ= B
Chancellor’s son Oguma, 2 member of the Shadowed Towes

Now Kwanchai stands among those ascembiled in the
ral Court. an cver-present reminder of the Chancellor’s S8
sailability. Hitomi Vedsu, a Dragon ise zumi appointed 0
court, insists thot Kwarchai cannot die until] the workd has
ished with him. No ooe knows exactiy what that means, Rt
ane willing to challenge Kwanchal's insanely pood fortune.



¢ Imperial Court had recomeened only recently, and
-. after o greot dea! of |mhvﬂr:.tli}dﬁunm

wmﬂn&mmm whunwn:mﬂmg
5 ;:'-:'- Afer two yeors oy daes. with no Emperor upon the
gnd po eleer leader the court had fenuously assembled

flrst time in Rokugons Misiory. thoe was on Emper-
d ol fully oy daim o i Nitfe. Toturl Teadoo, the
the late Emperoz bod declored herself the Empress
, aifler her wiclory over the dark lord Dalgotsus in the
g Ucht Bul her claim wes tenuous. Certainly her

did ok recopnize er s Empress, and many of their
ety refused 1o discuss the maticr. When the proc-
' that @il four Winds atiend Imperial Court, mamy
Ahts Court would end as hadly s the kast, two years

". the Empress Kaede, the Oracle of the Vi, returmed

kuwn pemelned awestruck, weeks later. As Jade
he Bl wimessed such power that most could not
1 pure and corrupt in nature. But nothing had pre-
the auma cof otherwoddly power that surrounded
was |lke a denlzen of heaven, descended 1o the
o demonstrate the perfection that mortal things
iy, Seknwa thouoht after a4 moment’s consider-
ﬁuﬂiﬁ; what she is.
tRetwa had bersiness io conduct. The secmingly end-
: ‘h’mmﬂi‘cmrrmm. motionfess. They would
'ﬂhm the word of comemand: @ woed that he
hhmmamﬂwmﬂw found the

¥ ond Jet Rim to them. He drew a Jeep breath, and
'~.

There was the slightest grinding of stone aguinst stone as the
magical consirucis came lo life, though they did mot move. One
in the front rank rurned its head ever so dightly fo regand Sckawa
with (s inscrutable expression. “What & our duty!™ it asked. The
soumd ws [ke siones folling dovers o clff.

“The Four Winds_. the children of our Emperor... ane prepar-
ing 1o march on the Shodowlonds. There will be vast kigions of
cvil secking ko destroy them, and we have nol the jude to eguip an
oy to protect them,”

The warrior did not hestiate. “We do mot roquire jocke.”

“I Enow,” Sehawa anawered. “You will march with ihem. You
will protect them from the Shadowlands.=

“We were made Jo stand agoinst fhe darkneis. We will fulfidl
our purpose,”

Sekawa nodded. "You will likchy off be dl:frrr'k'ﬂ.!. There s liftle
hope of sumsheal. "

“We are not altve, We canpot die. We can only retum from
iwence We come,”

Selawa crew a deep breath,
e

Vear 1160, Month of the Serpent
(Late Spring)

THE IMPERIAL COURT ASSEMBLES

Imperial Chancellor Bayushi Kaukatsu, Crane courtier Doji
Tanitsu, Impetial Advisor [de Todaji, and Imperial Herakl Miya
Shoin comixne thelr political might o gather the remnanis of
the Imperial Coust. To demonstrale impartiality tovwand the Four
Winds. the court gathers ar Kvuden Aliva. a neutral siie.

“In that, my friend, we are the

THE NEW CAPITAL
The Miva Heralds persusde the dlans to afiend Imperial Court
for the frst time in two years. With no universalty-acknowd -
edocd Emperor to kecp the Coun in line. the Imperial Coun
bickers pointlecsshy. However, Lion Champion Matsu Nimuro
and Crane Champlon Dojl Kurchito present themselves 1o the
count and offer Toshl Ranbo, Violence Belind Courtliness City,
as the new capital of Rokupan, to replace the rulned Otosan
Lichi, The combined might of the Lion Clan and the Crane Clan
will guard the cliy.

The Imperial Court, Impressed by this example ol cooperas
ton between raditional engimies, beglns iis work,

ASSAULT ON SHINSEI'S LAST HOPE

Built upon land blessed by Shinsei a thousand years aga, Shin-
sei's Last Hope Is a village that cannat be coripted, desplie
its location Insle the Shadowlands. Daigotsu orders Taukuro,
one of his undead penerals, to assaull Shinsels Last Hope. [
destruction would be a great blow to the Empine. The Crab are
beset at the Wall, and cannot send enoush roops o save the
village.

Luckilv. Yasuki Hachi amrives in the Crab lands seeking 1o
el the Second Yasuki War When be hears that the village s In
troubie, he lcads his Emerald Legions o defend the ity Hachl
defeats Teukuro himzeli single- handedly, smving the village.
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INAL BATTLE
{ﬂ-d his strongest Onlsu awail the Winds' arrival at the
the Lost. Dajgolsu is a match for Totur Sezands matgs
nisu fight the Wineds 1o a standstill, The Temple (s
ol with chaos: Kancka shatters his sword and the Onisu
zar cast spells at each other. Dalgolsu retreats o one
mple to conserve his energy for when the Winds
DIICE TS,
finds Hontel Maseru also waiting out the combat.
admits that he i no warder, and beging o insidl-
> ﬂnﬂh; in his enemy. Daigotsu is fanatically devoted
er, bt P Leng has been trapped for two centurles;
d not eoone to him easily. Here, in his Temple, Fu Leng
d listens. And Fu Lenp doubts his chosen champion.
realizes that Fu Leng doubts him, and this doubt is
§1 tigh’ {0 shake the foundation of power the Lost supply
heir Dk God — for they believe in Fu Lengs power less
by than they believe [ Dalpotsu's, Daipotsu can feel that
i | soon be efected from Tengoku. The Onisu fade into
i-l}‘r&lgoatsu's provrer is weakened. Infurlated. Dalgotsu
Péw';m', only lo be infercepled by Tsudao.
knowing that he will die thar day in that place,
tful spell that will fevel the Temple and slay all
e Kaneka, Maseru, and Sezan are too stunned
-j,;g nochesimtion within Tsudao. She leaps forwvard
the beginnings of the spell and clezves Dalgotsu in two.
- E_'_k'l_"s- R Before he con complete the spell, she is
olgh to keep from being destroved hersell, Her broth-
ckedd and awed by her sacrifice.
Kl casts a spell of teleportation o send the

v 0 Ryuden Seppun.

SEVEN THUNDERS

15 power is shaken when he lozes falth In Dalgotsu, even
his loss of falth lasted far only a moment. He tums to

- his assanlt on the heavens when he sees the prent-

nrs nssembled before Rim, Toturl stands before him,

le him stand the six other Thunders. They have de-

ce before; and Fu Leng does not believe that, in

if stare, he can prevail this tme zither. Toturh offers

ance o leave without blaodshed.
' lEEl'l-Es Tenpoku and retums o his home n [igaku,
INg vengeance upon the heavens.

NEW EMPEROR
els return to the Imperal Court al Kyuden Seppun. To-
& i Surprised o find that Tsudao has died; her powers
& have [alled her, Wher the Winds ask her who the
rshould be, she seems unalle 1o answer,
fesponds, Toturl Sezarg steps forwand and relin-
laim to the throne, His coneerns da nel leave him
fean empire. Kaneka also relin culshes his claim 1o
vided that Naseru will uphiold his parl of the bar
him as Shegun. Naseru agrees. Kaede proclaims
Righteous Emperor, and disappears iram Ningen-da

Maseru’s fiest aetlomn o I_-‘,mpcrnr is 1o change his name. He
will na longer bear the name Hantel, after the Steel Chrysanthe-
miiim who raised him, but will instead mle as Toturi Masens, To-
turl 111 With this proclamation he alse valldates Totur Tsudao'’s
ritle as Empress Totwrd 10,

He appeints Toml Sezaru (o be the Velce of the Emperor,
whaose duty will be to bring peace between the clans. Koneka is
confirmed In his tide of Shogun, but to insure that he will not
usurp the throne, Waseru orders him to give up the Akodo name
and sever all connectlons with his former followers, Kaneka ls
incensed. but abeys

Do|l AkEko, Master of Water, Invites Kaneka to join the Phoe-
nix Clan. There, ghe sovs, he will be able to leam the wavs of
pedace. Kaneka accepts her offer. Sezaru also asks 1o join the
Phoenix Clan, and Master of Alr Isawa Mokamuro accepts on
behali of his clan,

Vear 1160, Month of the Goat
(Mid-Summer)

KAMEKA AND SEZARLU JOIN THE PHOENIX
AL Shire Shiba, Kaneka moves Inte o small reom mear the b
racks. He does nat take the Shiba name, deciding to be known
only s Kancka. He seiiles into the costle and beging 1o rebuild
his armyi. ancl his fie

Toturd Sezaru moves inle Eyseden sava, When e meets with
the Elemental Council, he asks o join the Isawa family, and
they grant permission. He will i join the Elemental Couneil,
but will seek his own goals within the clan, When an assassin
cemes later that night, his poals become more appanent; o dark-
mess prows within the Phoenix Clan, and [savwa Sezaru plans o
destroy it before it can claim all of Rokugan,

THE END OF THE SHADOWED TOWER
Acting Scorplon Champlon Bavushl Sunetra orchestrates hun-
dreds of simultancous raids across the Scorpion lands against
ciells of the Shadowed Tower, gulded by the Information het spy
Bayushi Tai ferreted out. She personally assaults the hideout
of Shadowed Tewee leader Bavushi Atsuki. and Before he can
leave, orders Kamnoan's minion Bayushi Eomnan to kill him
Kamnan abeys his Champlon, cutting Atsukl inhalf The Shad-
owed Tower is no more. Sunetra finally takes off Bayushi Yo-
jlrs armor and Becomes the Scorplon Clan Champlon o her
cwm right,

hibes away, mear the Burming Sands, the real Bayushi Atsuki
and Bayushi Kamnan rest, The magle that tricked Sunetra was
of galjin orgln, seher shupenfa would not spot the deception,
and it took o hupe toll o its casters, With the maho-sukal n
the Shadowed Tower dead, and his enemies certain that he 15
slain, Bayushi Atsukl Is now (ree to ack once more,
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(51t 15  living legend, One of the greatest heroes of the
a fought by Toturl's skde In many baltles, Curlously,
afficinl rank in Toturs Army, nor did he
CerveIn any single unit. He came and wentas he pleased, ofler-
: ferever [Ewas needed. Though Totur never aghed
5 mevear unappreciited, HIS powerul tatroo

Tﬂﬁmhl Wl
Clan War, b

for Mitsw's aid, it wa _ el
maglc, devastating martial ;”.h; abilities, and peneral courape
Canid geod humar served Tonuri wgll. : :
During the War Agalnst the Darkness, sadly, even Milsu's
“lernal optimism began o wane. When the Dragon Clan be-
by clvil war, Mitsu vwas one of many Togashi who
weiused to take the Hitomi name. He retreated (rom the pulilic
“eye, and most assumted that he was disewsted by the civil war
Sihat had consumed his brathren,
The (ruth s mene complicated, Though Mitsu was saddened
by the violence that erupted ameng the Dragon after Togashl's
Cdeath, his frue concern was his own destiny, Mitsu s o tamashii,
“one af the rare 1se zumi capable of serving as A host to the im-
inartal Togashis soul. Me had olvays known that one day his
[ord would eall upen him fo become the new Dragon Cham-
Cpian, and that His Die wedld be ferfeil. He had always been
“preparcd for his destiny. Bur then Togashi was siain by Fu Leng,
and Mitsu was averwhelmed by dowbt. 1 Togashi wis dead,
then wiat was his frue purpose?
IEwes only when Lord Hoshi introdused him o Togashi M-
; Mha:;u was convinced to retarn [rom his salilude, hMel-
eiio, like Mitsu, bore the enhanced abilitics of a tamaghii. Bt
i Topashi was dead, why were tamashil sl being born? [id
they perhips serve an even greater purpasel As MilsL conli-
" e to teach Matsuo, these questlons congerm him less and less,
;;'.5; now, it simply feels good to-be back amang the people
‘of Rokugan again, fighling apainst — evil.
It feels good Lo be a hero. '

New Advantage:
Tamashii [Inherent] (10 poinis)

Any Trait-, Ring-, or Rank-based effect of your [aitoas
takes effect as Hvour Tralt, Ring, or Rank were one highen
Whetever vou apend Vold Polnts to indnense o roll, you
palm a +2 bonus (o the roll,

Yous are o satisfactony haet for the seul of the Kaml To-
pashi, and possibly ather powerful spirits.

SHOSURO FURUYARL { BAYVLISHIT ATSURL,
MASTER OF THE SHADOWED TOWER

SCHOOLARANE: Bayushi Bushi 4/Tayushi Courtier 4
FORMOR L STATUS: 4.7 Ca L CaELY' s ==
[(Perceived Hanor 3.1) tinfamous)

Fira: 5

Watar: 3 Void: 4

Parception 3

Air: 5 Earth: 3

Awareness 7 Willpower 5 Intelligencs &

ADVANTAGES: Percelved Honor 16), Precise Memory, Benten's
Blessing

DEADVANTAGES Overcondident, Forsaken

KATA The Tail's Reach

SKILLS: Acting (Disguise, [Kabukl, Mimicry, Boh) 7, Artlsan:
Poetry 5, Courtier {Manipulation, Palitical Mancuvering) 7,
Checelt (Intmidation, Lying, Seductlon) 7, Defense 5, Ed

quette [Sincerity) 2, History: Scorpion Clan

B, labjutsy 5, Investlgation (nlermogEation,

Motice] &, Kenjutsu (Ratana) o, Kyujut-

su 5, Lore: Maho <4, olson 7. Slelzht

of Hand &, Stealth &, 'I'In:r'-l-.'-[,r':.r [Shin

taal 4, LUnderwordd 7

Shosure Furavari is a complete
fiction,
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The man claiming the name Furuyar nrst lived over seven
hundred vears ago. Bayushi Atsukl was a passionate man whic
valued the quality of life in the Empire and constanthy medi-
tate:d upon ways to improve it. Several years after his appoint-
ment as Scorpion Clan Champion. Arsuld became friends with
e other e minded samural — Dojl Raigu, heir to the Crane
Champion, and Shiba Gaijushiko, the Imperial Scribe and the
most influential Phoenix in Otosan Uchi. It was not long before
the three men reatized that not only did they share 2 commen
goal, but that between them they held the power and influence
10 make their hopes a reality. They became the leaders of the
Gozoku, a conspiracy thal controlled the Hantei Dynasty for
two generations until his lellows betrayed him and he was ex-
eculed for ireason.

Some thought that perhaps Atsukls spirit was damned 1o
Guakl-do, the Realm of Hungry Ghosts, while many among the
Scorplon clalmad that he had reached the Realm of Blessed An-
cestors — he was a true Scorplon 1o the end, after all, None
knew that Bayushi Atsukis final thoughts of vengeance had
doomed his spirt to Toshigoku, the Realm of Slaughter. For
centuries, he waited and he planned,

When Oblivion's Gate was orh open, Atsuki saw his oppor-
tupity and strode back into Rokugan under the alias of "Shosuro
Furuyarl.” The ruse was perfect, as there had never truly been
a Shosuro Furuvari: it was a pen name Scorpion playwrights
hid behind when they were unsure how their work woukd be
received. He easily stid into the role of the fictitious suthor and
was quickdy accepted by the Scorplon and in rum., the Empire.

When the War of Spirits ended. Furuyari set upon a now ob-
jective of reconstructing the Gozoku. He constructed the Shad-
owed Tower 1o supply the resources he neaded to fund a new
network of sples. informants, and assassins. Though he truly
does despise Bavushi Yojiro, the Tower's rebellion against the
Scorpion Champion was only a means 10 2n end. Once Msuld
had the funds and information he needed. he could discand the
Tower and {sle his death.

Atsuki does not care which of Toturi's children claim the Steel
Thione. Whoever sits on the throne will serve the Gozoku.

Miscellaneous NTPCs
During the
Four Winds Saga

SKILLS: Achletics 4. Batle (Mass Combat) 5, Defense
quette 3, Horsemarship 4, lafjutsu 3, liujutsu 5, Kenjuisy
Kyujutsu 3, Love: Heraldry 4, Lore: History 3, | :

Great things have abways been expexted of Akodo Tzl
parents were of Righ rank in the Akodo family, and he w
Ervored student of Akcdo Ginawa, the first Akodo daimyoaly
the family's refoomation. Ever since childhood, Tjiasy "'
sold that his zacestors Jook wpon him with great favor T
always acoepied the paise gac jously, but he always iclt jns
equate. In truth, b never heard his ancestors’ volces. 1
[jiasu spemt cvery cay of his life siruggling to prove kis wos
1ot 1o athers but 1o himsell. When the Dragon and Phocnixwe
1o war shortly after Totusi's death, 1jlasu led his men through i
Dragonfly lands to anack the Dragon. The Dragonily were
bt destroved, and an ancient blood feud was resolved. iss
had unimpressive resulis against the Dragon, but his mzing®
Dragonily lands secured his status as a Lion hero, ]
When Akado Kaneka ook the tiile of Shopun, 1jiasu wa
among the fiest 1o swear fealty to him, The Llan had long
ported Kaneka, perhaps because of Glnawa's Wwielage of i
yourg man, ljiast viewed Kaneko as an eleder brather, and wa
eager 1o stand by him. When Kaneka led his forces Inta ey
sukl lands, Tfiasu rode by his side. When the Shogun assaulte
his treacherous halfbrother Hantel Naseru in Ryoko Owat

Ijasu fed the attack. He mever wavered In his duties, cest
that In helping Kaneka gain the throne he would at last g n
ancestors’ faver, 5

But Kaneka did not reach the throne. Worse, he was BNES
try the Emperor w0 swiar bealty to the Phoenix, the Lions =
allies. Tfiasrs Ges o the Shogun were severed. and he wasE
bidden 1o ride alongside him. The tum of cvents devass
IRasu, and he faundened for some time, secking 3 puly TS
was not until the coaling relations between the Lion 3 ~d U
Unicomn caused an imcreace of Lion forces In Kaeru Toshit S
Iiasy found a new purpose. He would stand guard g
the Khan's men. protecting his brothers from any who Wit
theeaten them.

AKODD KANFEA, THE BASTARD

TECHNIOUES: Akode Bushl 5 [/ Child of Witer 1]
HoMOmR 2,0 STATLS: 6.5 GLORY: 7.9

At 3 Earth: 3 [4] Firat 3
Refloxes 4

Watar: 4

ARODO [[1ASL, SERVANT OF THE SHOGLUM

SCHOOLBARK: Akodo Bushi 4

HOMOR: 3.4 STATUS: 4.4 GLORY: 6.1
Air Earth: £ Firez £ Waler: 3 Woud: 3
Reflowr 4 'ﬂ:rur!_'tl'I 5

ADVANTAGES: Death Trance. Kharmic Tie (Kaneks), Tactician

DISADVANTAGES: Forsaken, Swomn Enemies (Vamious Drag-
ondly)

KATA: Srikine as Earth, Striking a< Fire. Tsuko's Storm

KATA: Strlking as Fire
ADVANTAGES: Allles (many), Blood o Touel, Trues
tAkodo Glnawa), Way of the Land (Lion, Unlcorm, |
{nclsh
DISADVANTAGES: Bad Reputation (legitimate), Brash. O
confident, Serorm Enemy (Haniei Naseru), Unluck (31559
SKILLS: Athietics 3, Battle (Bantle Lore, Mass Combat) 518
[Courtier 4], Deferse 4 [5]. Etiquette 3. Horsemandhip 4, Hils
Irg (Tracking) 3., afutsu 7 [8], fujutsu 5, Kenjutsu { i
[8], Kyujutsc (Daflovu) 5. Law 3, Lore: History 4, Spean(is
1, Sporylling (Bagging) 2. Theology (Shintao) 3

=




14 aka Is the son of Emperar Toturd and the geisha
nd the oldest of the Four Winds. Bom before Toturl
o (o the throne, Kaneka and his mother were spirited
certain death durng the Clan War by the enlgmatlc
i, wha kepe them safe and ageless until deposit-
in Rokugan shortly before the Battle at Oblivians
Famnmgu was completely tnknown to the Empire,
2t the first hall of his llie as a ronin.

do Raneka is a stubborm but honorable man, Many see
ﬁ, very Image of his father, and expect him 10 fulfill a
Y. Kanekn respected Tetuel, bul refuses to disap-
]’-15 shadow. He often acts wildly and unpredictably,
_ _h'EII athers assume hie will mlln'.'. his father's meph

rﬁydku Owearl Toshi, v:uuslm, an uprodar :I1|nugl1ﬂ'ut the
CWhile Totud never officially necognized Kaneka, Akodo
1 rIn.]m_yu_ur the Akodo family, granted the ronin a place

ik family. Lion Clan Champion Matsu Nimuro offered
"1_1]51:!@.3: as Lion Champion, but Kineka refused, siat-
t e had not earned the position. The fact thal Toturl

o Tatur's death at D ngu:sv gt mda uu.mr-.d e mum
14 le'ﬂ‘l I{anr:l.a | m:ﬂlngdunng .'.lhli:h rn.au':,l' Baljeye

_wht: wll IJ-ecumx. the next meer-.:ur of ]i'.n:I-:L.p’ln
l‘.J. ]'(fl'l'ﬂi!kﬂ is cerfainly arrogant, it is nok arrogance that
o Gmper.e Lo 1I'u: lhn;:-m: i he E!l;‘-t’a net make his

i e, and heurttn:bs The RBastard will de all that I'H,. can
Steel Chrvsanthemum's student does not take his

,_’[:ufﬂanr:kn does not

BAYUSH1 KALEATSLL [MPERIAL CHANCELLOR

SCHOOLARAME: Bayushi Bushi 5 [f Master of the Courts 1]

HONOR: 1.9 STATUST S LLORY: 6.6
Air 3 Earth: 3 Fira: 3 Water: 2 [3] Void: 5
Auwareness B Intelligence & Perception 3

e —

ADVANTAGES: Heartless, Socinl Poslilon (Imperial Changel-
lor)

CHsaDvar FAGES: Cruel, Sworn Enemies (miany)

SKILLS: Acting 4, Battle 2, Callipraphy 4, Courtier 6 [ 7], Courtier
[Political Maneuvering] 8, Deceit 4 [6], Decell {Intimidaion)

5 (71, Deceit (Seduction) 5, Etiquette (Sincerity) & |8], Forj-

ery <, Horsemanship 2, [nstruction 5, Investisation (Inters
rapation) 5, Kenjutsu 2, Knives 3, Sleipht of Hand 3, Stealth
2, Unclerworlel -

Mote: Although he |5 not of Imperal blood, Kaukatsu's siatus
as Imperial Chancellor and his sheer ability ot manipulatian
atiford hibm access to Lhe Master of the Court Advanced Schoal,
nonmally reseoved for those of Imperal descent,

Bayushl Baukatsu s living proof that true power lies neither
in steel nor command over the kami, bul in influence and cun-
ning. Eaukatsu has overcome all manner of adversity in his life,
and his tenacity and sheer gift for manipulotion has elevated
him 1o the positon of Imperal Chancellon one of the maest pave-
erful poats In the Empire, The Emerald and [ade Champions,
even the Imperial Advisor, are not above his authority. Only
the Emperor and Empress can truly claim a superior station, as
can. pethaps, the Scorplon Champlon whom Kaukatsu nomi-
nally serves. All others must bow before kim, or be ruined by a
casual word or gesture,

Kaukatsu was the son and favared student of Bayushi Goss
hiu; the legendary master of the courts whose Intrigues could
only be ruined by the Scorpion Clans dissolution after Bayushi
Shojus falled coup In 1123, The young Kaukatsu leamed even
from his fathers defeat. He watched as those who hated Gos-
hiu strugaled to bury him, watched his father destroy others
by sending letters containing o fraction of the secrets he knew,
When the Scorplon were reinstated after the Clan War, a yvoung
Kaukatsu entered the courts on his clan’s behali, his plans al-
ready extending decades ina the futuze,

After a few years, Kaukatsu found himself ranked with the
great minds of the cour, spinning his webs alongside such no-
table figures as |de Taclaji and [koma Sume. Both men appreci-
ated Koukatsu's keen mind, and the three enjoyed many enter-
taining games pitting various pawns and rescurces against one
another, Many elher players came and went, but none had the
ability to compete with them.

Adter the Emperor's death, the Otomo struggled (o maintain
control over an Imperial Court that was rapidly clisinteprating.
Amang the steps they took to attempt 1o bring order was (o ap-
point an Imperial Chancellor, a single Agure o oversee and co-
ardinate the activitles of the Impetial Court when in sesston.
Given that Tadaji already held the position of Imperial Advisor,
and Summe seemed uninteresied in the position, Koukatsu wos
the unguestioned cholee, His only real competition was Doli
Tanitsu, @ young courtler Kaukatsu had already marked as a
potential rhval.

NOILIO3 a1o9-
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Az Chancellor Esukatsu's acthvliiles were lmited until the

new Empenor was sclected With the court back in sesshon.

Kaukatsu's influence has grown rapidly. He ook the fime o
reafiirm his kovalty o the Scorphon Champion by conributing

his entine estate (o the effort of expunging the Shadowed Tower

The only reguest he made of his lond was that e be perminied
to dieal with Berepshi Opora. one of the Tower's keaders, himseti
Adter all. Kaudest felt. he should be able to punish his way-

ward Son 0 person

BAYUSHI SUNETRA. THE UNDERHAND

SCHOOL/RANE: Bayushi Bushi 3 / Bayushi Courtier 1 2]

HOMNOR: 28 STATUS: 8.7 GLORY: 83 [-9.5, Infamy]
Water: 2 [4 Void: 3
Pereeption 4

Al 4 Earth: 3 Fire: 3 [2)

ADVANTAGES: Dangerous Reauty, Heartless, Kharmic Tie (Ya-
gukl Iehibei}, Muliple Schools

BsADVAMTAGES: Dark Secret (Crane blead), Fascination
{Hantel Maseru)

KATA: Striking as Flre, Striking as Wind, The Tails
Reach

SKILLS: Acting 4 [6], Defense 3, Courther +, Courticg
(Sincerity} &, Decelt (Intimbdation) 5 [6], Etiquene
4, lafjuisu 2, Investipgation 5, Kenjulsu 3 [5]. Knives
4. Kyujutsu 2. Lore: Heraldry 3, Ninja Ranged Weapons 3

[4]. Poison 3, Stealth 6

Brvsshl Sunetra does not remember her [ife before the Scor-
the Bayushi from the time

plon Clan. She was raised among
she could walk, and has adopted their ways a< her cun wilh-
out question or reservation. But she is a Scorpion by chaice.
nol by birth. At the beginning of the War againeg the Dariness.
Jong before arry among the Great Clans understood the insidl-

ous subteriusc thelr encmy employed, the Emperor disappeared
and the Scorpion were blamed. The clan was shown mercy and
exiled from Rokugan rather than destroyed, bt that was not the
end of their punishment. To prevent the clan from retuming 1o
seck venpeance, Scorpion children were foftered to the Crane
Clan, After the Scorplon came back from exile, several Crane
children were fostered to the Scorplan in retam., When the time
came for the chilelren o relum Lo the Crane, one amang them
chose to stay. The Dajdofi girl became Bayushl Sunetra on the
diy of her gempukku,

Sunerms firstyvears of gervice were exemplary, and even Clan
Champlon Bayushl Yoliro had o hand In her teaching. Her in-
telligence and level of skill soon Won her an appointment to
Diosan Lichl. Only a short tme after armving, Hantel Naseru
noticed Sunetm and her impressive abilities. He offered her a
position In his service, acting as a messenger, an enforcer, and a
5Py Yojiro was delighted by the opperunity. and gave Sunctm
ree rein (o serve Nasemn

After the Shadowed Tower conspimcy came to Eght. Bayushi
Yojiro summoned Sunctra to Kyuden Bayushi. He was retiring,
he said. and she would take his place a8 Scorpion Champion

but she would masquerade a5 Yojlro, ketting no one save hex
immediate personal advisors know that be had retired. In this
way, her unigue perspective could ald in destroving the Tower

without its leaders realiring that a new threat had presented

lisell, The ruse continued for months belore Sunetn wis
pared b make her move. In the span of 4 sliple night, SonsE
and her krya! forces moved throughout Scorpion lands, attee
imgz aind ming every Tower strongholl. Those who were not i

ecuted immediately were placed in Traitor's Grove -

Now that the Towes has been defeated, Sunctra wonders i
mew chalienge will present insclf. Is her time as ChamplonGey
plete, or dioes the can require her attention 107 SOME PONEEE
ot a keader, and she wondo=s B8

will be the ecual of e next challenge she must face.

Che b an astasing, 5oy sl

DAIGOTSU. THE DARK LORD

SCHOOL/PANE: Maho Teukal & [5]

HoOMNOR: 1.0 STATUS: QD G LORY: 10,00 Erifam

A 4 Earth: 4 [5] Fire: 3 |4]
Awnroness: & Willpower: & Intelligance; §

ater: (4] Void:4f8

Shadewlands Talnt: 9.0

ADVANTAGES: Ally: Fu Leng (4], Benten's Blessing: €
Thinker, Hantei Blood, Great Destiny, Leadership, Magiess
sistanee (6), Strength of the Earth (8)

DISADVAMNTAGES: Swom Enernies ([uchibon, Sezan, EmE

SPELLS: Dalgotsu has extensive knowledge of magics
cancast any spell mvailable to a shugenje of his S
inclucing maho h

SKILLS: Battle &, Calligraphy 3. Counther r\!.L"J]:'\Jth‘l;'ﬂ .

Decelt [Seduction) 3 [6]. Defense 5, Eligueine (Simcoenifieg
Homsemanship *. Funting 3. Investigation (lni
Notkce) 4 o], Kenjursa (Katsna) 6 |8]. Knives 4, Lors
Realms 8, Lot Shadesdands 8, Meditation 7, SpH
{Maho) . Scealth [Speflcasting) 4. Theolopy: Shintao 38




-- SU's SPECIAL ARILITIES
I i.uld passeEses a number of unique abilities:

SESSION — Dalpotsu may passess apy oni he can
wvill. The oni has no chance o resist; 115 soul s auto-
ica \'}r suppressed dnd Dalgotsu's ariginal body becomes

s ';iu while ke controls the onl. Daigotsu may rem o
] budﬂ_,l al will, ra:pml]u.ss- ul mn;.u,. TR T tj,' shift his

hig own spells or UG IﬁE own nnmml ﬁhilitieﬁ {1.1.I'il|1
e of this onel while within o host, IF Daipoisus

nwk:' i Perception roll va, T 40 or be unable o view
i!il.-ngam for one day,

¢ chs gma demnn:nal.:s gn::dl |r.1'"1|l'.. Lo hils I.L!ll11II.'Idr."-.
byt match the most earnast shugen|a, His faith,
o feraseried Tor one deity alone — the Minth Kaml, Fu
wlike past masters of the Shadowlands, it is not Daigot-
usurp or destroy e Emplre. in his mind, the Em-

stary I5 & lang and blr.mlhe ane. EIL s the son of
I, kidnapped and raised by Bloodspeakers, ban-
for over twoedecades o elude the eyes of Roku-

ng [rom the anum, of Death,

remained with the Bloodspeakers for a time, learn-
@ could. As soon as he was able, Dalgotsu escaped the
eatker cell along with his commades Kyoden and Omoni.
ndered the Empire, avolding the Bloodspeakers as well
E{Mﬁglstmtes and Witch Hunters who would have
] ._ﬂ’I;E.II'I-'J'I.Iun_q the way, they met the 12 tmuu.l |n.:u.l|11..|n

liance with the mysterious Tsuna race, Daigotsy
Ightmarish Onfsu. With their aicl, he ruled the Lost
years. The elght years of quiet fzom the Shadowlands
*#- Crab suspected, merely the calm hefore the starm.

£ e Onisu Fushin, Daipotsy slew Emperor Toturd |
¥ Rokugan into chaos.

It Is raiporsu’s ultimare goal to rescue the imprisoned soul
el his master, Fu Leng The Lost must sce their god retumed 1o
his proper place before they can claim true superiority overthe
decadent Empire of Rokugan, Daigotsu knows thaot this canno
be accomplished without sacrifice, and that he will perish In
pursuit of his goal. Tt is no matter; the Dark Lord has alrendy
male plans...

O JOTARD, SERVANT OF THE SWORD

-

SCHOOL RANE: Doji Magistrate 3 [4]
HoroR: 3.6 STATUS: 4.8

Alr: 4

GLOnY: 4.4
Vald: 3

Enrth: 3 Water: 3

Perception 5

Fire: 3 [4|

ADVANTAGES: Benten's Bleasing, Socinl Mosition

sALYARMTAGES: Driven

KaTa: Striking as Fire, Sriking a3 Wind, Watchful Falcon

SKILLE: Anlmal FHandling (Falcons) 3, Courtler 3, Defensga 3,
Etiquette 4, Horsemanship 3, Hunting 4, Iaijutsu 4 [5], In-
vestlpation 4 [o], Kenfutsw 4, Kyulutsu 3, Lore: Heraldry 4,
Lore: Law 5

Actrue child of Doji excels in all things, and Daji Totar is from
ane of the oldest and noblest branches of the Dojl family, Jatara
wias the son ef a prominent Emerald Magistrale, and was ip-
pelnted to a positlon as a family maglstate upon his gempukku.
Within a matter of months, he had been promoted in recogni-
ten of exceptional serviee, and commanded ether young Crane
he had stood alongside during thelr gempukiu, 1t was his ser
vioe 1o the Dl that resulted In his appaintment as an Emerald
Magistrate by the Emerald Champion, Kakita Toshiken,

latzara was still a young man when several Yobanin tribes set
agide their traditional rivalries to jainthy Invade Phaenix lands.
He was attached o one al many battalions under the command
of Totur Tsudaa, the Emperers davphter and commander of
the First Leplon, Jotaro's treless efforts to locate the barbarlan's
leaders impressed Tsudao greatly, and only a year or so later,
she Invited him o Joln bher personadl command staif as an officer
of the First Legion,

Service in the Fiest Leplon was nod without its problems, An-
wther of Tsudao’s officers, a decorted Scorpion warrior named
Bayushl Panekl, constantly conflicied with Jotam aver even the
most trivial decisions. The twa had far too many differences in
thelr command style o ever work together effectively. or so It
appeared. In time, however, Jotaro and Pancki ot least came
to respect ane another encugh that they could serve Tsudao
the best of their ability. The one thing they held in commaon, it
seemed, was thelr remendous admiration for the woman the
Empire knew as the Sword.

Jotare and his fellow clhcers strugpled o maintalin contmal
when Tsudao declared hersell Empress. He and Paneki fought
back to back when she drove Daigotsu from the Imperial Pal-
ace in Oosan Lchi, and took eommand of her varied resources
when she established her headquarters at the nearby Kyuden
seppun, It was an impossilile task, but [olaro never wavered
I his devotion. 1t was not untll Tsudao died during the Four
Winds' assaull on Daigotsu's City of the Lost that hls resalve
fnally broke, Tsudao had been Tatara'’s lord for years, and his
every waking moment had been in service to her for neatly as
long as he could remember.

NOILIGT aT1on-



= GOLD ' EDITION™

In the wake of Tsudao's death, Jotaro has struggled o find his
purpose again. He continues to serve the Imperial Leglons as an
officer and a chlel magistrate, and s currently second-in-com-
mand to Totur Miyako, commander of the First Legion. The two
worked topether under Tiudao, and have a healthy respect foe
one another that is reflected in their working relationship.

DoOj1 TAMITSU. IMPERIAL ADVISOR

SCHOOL/RANK: Doji Courtier 3 (5]

HONOR: 3.7 STATUS:-9.1 GLosy: 4.7
Ne 4 5] Eatkl  Feell]  Wakerl Veid: 1 [4]
Aesarenen 3 [7] Willpower 4 Precrption 4

ADVANTAGES: Allics (The Four Winds, 4/2), Benten's Blessing.
Dangerous Beautry

DISADVANTAGES: True Love (Toturd Teudao)

SKILLS: Athletics 4. Countier 4 [7]. Etquene 4 o], Games:
Kemari 3. Games: Sadanc 4. Horsemanship 3. lafjutsu 2,
Kenjutsu 1. Knives 2, Lore: Heraldry 4. Lore: Law 5 [7].
Sioryrelling 4, Thealegy (Shintao) 2

Perhaps no samural in all of Rolugan has waiched the Four
Winds with greater interest and amxdiety than Doji Taniisu, As
a young man growing up In Oroesan Uchi, born 10 high-ranking
courtiers anid the Crane delegation, Tanhisy was in a pasition
to befriend the Winds when they were all children, He played In
the gardens with Tsudao and her younger brathers, Sezarg and
MNaseru, As they grew older, they studied in the lbrarles togeth.
e, headd the preat works of history, and discussed phillosoply.
Although the Emperor's children had other [rierds, there were
nene that they each called friend [n turn save for Tanllsu,

COnly months after his gempukku, Tanitsw feund himsell em-
bralled In o brief but passlonate love affale with Toturl Tsudao,
It ended quickly and amicably, and the two remained [rlencs
alterwards, but for Tanltsu It never truly encled. Though he had
not replized it beforehand, he had loved Tsuddao for vears, and
thelr breakup made him miserable. For a short thme, he under-
ook other business in the Crane’s name, and saw mary differ
ent cithes and courts throughout the Empire. Among them was
Ryoko Owarl, where he met Akodo Eaneka

At the time. Kaneka had not yet publicly claimesd to be the
llegitimate son of Toturi, but there were these who were aware
of s lineage. Fascinatad, Tanisu iook tme to befriend Kancka.
Hatening to his tales and asking many questions. When Tanitsu
beft Ryoko Oward, be had produced a serkes of scrolls about
Kancka entitled The Forpotten Son. Tanitsus work was many
readers” firs? infroduction o Kaneka and the Lion was grateful
to Tanizsu for his assistance.

Alter Totur's death, Tanitsn's inique sxpetiences beought him
a presthgious position within the Crane. Diespite most Crand’s
suppon for Totun Tsudao 2s Empenos, Diofl Kurohiio was urmill-
Ing to aicrate the clan from amy who might daim the throne
Tanitsu was called upon 1o advise the Crane Champion and the
Crane’s chosen ambassadors 1o each Wind. Ofien, Tanitsu took
on the role of intermediary between the Crane and the Winds,
although in the case of Kancka he Ik that role to the enigmalic
warrior Doji Midone, whom he had rained. 11 was a stressiul
time, during which Tanitsu was called upon to consider possible
arranped mamiages for each Wind, including Tsudao. The duti-

ful young courtier advised the Champlon as best he coulds
did not speak of his feelings. )

Almost two years after the Four Winds confli<t begang
former Imperial Advisor, the brilliant but ailing Ide Tadaji)
lected Tadufi o sucoeed Rim once a new Emperor was seles)
Taritsu traired difigenthy at Tadajis side, learning from thy
man’s decades of accumulated wisdom. Tanitsu wis .,;“
for Tsudao [0 reTum victorous from the ‘\h.uhmunds.
stand 2 hey side In ;m::i.shcf-r.hhi He was mot p
for her death.

In the wealoe of Tamlaos death. Taniisu has remainod T
Adbdisor 10 her beother Masemu. He has linthe need of ag
Tanlisu enjows the power of his posithon with liithe respons

ity. He helred amange the mamiage between Kancia and!
dh.:m cousn Dofi Yasuyve, and has undertaken counties _'
efforts on the Crame’s behali. He hopes that one day, hi
weill help him forpet Tasdao.

-
E'S

GOJU KYODER. THE OBSIDMAN CHAMIFION

SCHOOL RANK: Dalpetsu’s Legion 5 °

HONOR: 1.0 STATUS: 0.0 GLORY: 4.0 (Infamé
K 3 Earth: 4 Fire: 3 Water: 1
Shadowlands Talnk 6o

ADVANTAGES: Ally: Daigotsu (4/4), Large, Strength of the I
[6), Tacticlan '
D1SADVANTAGES: Obligation (Shadow Dragon)
SHADOWLANDS POWERS: Blessing of the Dark Gne, Mi
of Shodows, Terrible Ammor, Protectlon of the Dark
SKILLS: Athletics 3, Battle o, Defense 5, Hotsemanship 3090
Ing 3, Laljutsu 7, Investigation (Notlee) 4, Ken|utsi (Katap
o, Lore: Shadowlands 8, Medititlon 5, Stealth (Sneak

Kyoden Is the Dark Lord’s enforcer. He rarely speaks —
mepacing Leure In obsidian amor To Kyoden, word
matier. anly lovaloy

He remembers how defiant he was when he was &
sngering at the Bloodspeakers because he knew his fa
su, had escaped with the true Impertal helr. The torturess
den endured were Indescribable. The Bloodspeakers Wl
foul magie upon him, seeking o suffuse him with Talak g
his will. The vounger boy, Daigoisu, never gave Up hOps
sncoursged Kyvoden to remain strong, to persevere until ihe
they coulsl ecape and have thelr rvenge

Alter they made their escape. Kyoden swore IS
Daigotsi’s service. He believes fervently in his friend’s ¥8
a Clrv of the Lost. an Empire in which those who honoe it
ghory of Fu Leng might stand strong, without fear.

The power that drives Kvoden, owever, Joes not S8
tirehy froem Fu Leng. In his case. the Bloodspealer rifuass
moncd power of a difierent son. Kyvoden 15 infused with 28
of Nothing, the power that was the Lying Darkness, ,
nection 2lows him o hear the voke of the Shadow I8
and 1o se¢ occasional glimpses of the future that the drage
scen. Kyeden has seen his own ultimale fate, and has 5008
it: He does not speak of what he has scen, nol even 10 TheS
Lond. 1

The fumre, alier all, does not mailer. Loyally I
malters.



MASERU, THE ANYVIL

= oL/ RANK: Bayushi Courtler 4/ Naseru |1
[:nu:lll.l L]

STATUS: &4 G LRy 7.0

Water 3 Vaid: 3

r'-'crnnF.‘Ii.un £}

LSI Eﬂl'ﬂ'-h

Fira: 4
-~ Willgawer 4 [¢] :

Imslligence 5

wGES: Allles [varions), Pereeived Toner [2), Benlen's
I‘iﬂn Blackmail (various) Blood of Totrd, Heartless

A RTAGES: Missing Eve, Contrary, hMeddier, Swom En-
(Akodo Kaneka)

antle 2 [4], Calligraphy 5, Courtier (Gossip, Manipulo-
ltical Maneuvering) & | 7], Decelt{Intimidation) 5 17].
n 4, Diplomacy 5 [8], Eliquene (Burcaucracy, Con-
ation, Sincerlty) 4 (8], Forpery (Calligraphy) 4. Games:
h |; lafjutsu 4, Investigation (Interrogation, Natice) 5
n]ut_s_u 5, Lore; History 5, Lore: Lave 4, Shintao 4 [é],
fth 2, War Fan 4, Linderworkd 2

that peacefully ended the War of Spirits bound anpe
ri% children to be apprenticed ra the Hantel XV, the
t-l:n_‘:] _Ehr:.r'.':'ﬂ!l'll:]‘lenjmn, Al take the Hantel name. That
s Hantei Mageru, son of Toturi and Kaede, voungest
Four Winds. Though Maseru spent a greal deal of time
e with Hantei XV, his loyalties were never bent to the
JMIL

the cruelties Naseru suffered dur ing his lessons
he old spirt molded Naseru into a celd, cunning, and
. Maseru recognized that his education was o neces-
rﬂ-“l'lﬂ fior the peace of the Emplre. Rather than simply
1 Im, Maserd leamed everything he could [rom the
fve old Hantel. When Hantel XVT later died under
Ircumstances, it was no strprise that Maser was
ericenl the truth behing the incident — his piritlend,
Hokemuhime, had stabled the Hantei from behing.
ﬂnﬂcn: has comre to be reporded as one of the most
.«aml capable politiclans in Rokugan, Before his father
l‘ll had become indispensable 1o Toturl. The young
.-QI'IEn caught nuances of politics that even his percep-
ther missed.

fngs, but in his opinion neither Sezaru nor Taudae
i lf.! mile the Empire. l-]-: dcles Mo Gy R:tﬂl.:k.’l As A

-_Wllih the exception of Ia:un.L.l] hels |ul]1|:a:.|‘.' ef
has made plans (o remave each of them from his

Isa Capable statesman witk a keen mind an: quick
il Nasenus weakness s his lack of compassion, FHe
l.lg"- quick o seneralize, and quick to rationalke
the greater good, Lipan reflection fe often regrets

: 1€ has done, but he will nor allow sentimentality 1o
. 5"‘:['-1EEI for the t|1r-:'|1l._

New Path:
Naseru’s Technique

Technique Rank:5
Path of Entry: nnyusht‘cuu:ﬂcr 4
Path of Egress: Otoma Courtier L

TECHN[QLJE NASERU'S TECHH[Q_UE

You are adepl at reading the most elosely guarded secrets

of others. When making any opposed Soclal Skill roll in-
\rulvlng Pﬂ.r:uplilun ar Awareness, your &% and 9% nxph:-de
as well as 10%. This cffﬁct may | e used only once per die
per roll. Thus, if you roll an 8 then reroll a 9 on the same
dle, It explodes only once. I you toll an & then reroll a 10,
the 10 explodes nurmuliy.

Nahtm has thus dar faught ne one this Technique, re-
fr:rILng 11.;& k:.np P;uch a s.uhummlaL nd\retn[qgc 1o hlmselis
If somenne were to gain his unequivocal trust, he might
shitre this sectet,

KITSU DEfTKD, [MIERIAL LEGIONMAIRE

SCHOO L PARE: Malsu Berserker 4

FlOMOR: 3.3 STATUS 5.0 G LORY: Bl
A 5 Earth: 4 Fires 3 Water: 4 Void: 3
Reflews 4 Agility 5

ADVARTAGES: Death Trance, Kharmie Tie {Toturi Tsudaa)

DISADVARNTAGTS: Brash

kara: Striking as Earth. Siriking as Fire, The Soul's Roar, Tau.
ke's Storm

SKILLS: Athletics 4, Battle 4, Horsemanship 3, Iafjutsu 3, livjut-
su 3, Kenjulsu (Batana) o, Byu|utsa o, Lone: Tsuno 2, Media-
tion 3, Theology (Shintao) 2

The Kitsu are strictly regimented even {or a shugenfn Tamily. The
highest ameng them are the sodan-genzo, who can speak to the
ancestors, Below them are more conventional shupenja, and at
the bottom are those Kitsu born without anaffinity for the kami.
Far such individuals there is rarely a chanece lor ncdvancement
within the family. Moest accept this late, Kitsu Dejika refused.
Even as a child, Dejiko swore that she would not be manginal-
bzed, nelther by her famiby nor anyone else. When 1E was estab-
Haked that she could not speak to the kaml, she immediately
bepan siudylng the Blade. She was among the inest students
ar her school, and was quickly recruiied Into the Matsu legions
desplie the scofing of many Kisu, When she went on to foin
thie Lion's Pride and then the Tmperial Legions, even her most
vocal detractors fell silent.

Dejlke's early carcer in the Leglons was difficult. She come
Inwa conilict with another officer, Mirumote Junnosuke. Their
mutual hatred sabotaged both their careers for some time before
Junnosuke was finally cast out in disgrace. Years later, they met
on the battlefield during the Lion incursions into Dragon lands,
and their renewed conflict was Interrupted by the Intervention
of Toturd Tsudae and the First Legion.
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In Tsudao, Dejiko found a kindred splrit. Tsudso was v
erything Dejilco 2splired to be. and the Wind approciated the
younger woman's skill and dedication. Dejiko became an of-
ficer In the First Legion, serving directly under Tsudoo alonpside
such other officers as Bayushi Paneki, Dojl [otare, and Toturd
Mivako. Flghting alongside them, Dejiko finally began setting
psldde her anger and tempering her skill with a ecoal, mtional
outlook that mirrars her commander's.

Alter Tsudao’s death, Dejiko found hersell commanding the
Seventh Lepion. She no longer works alongside those she has
come (o call ifends, but the lezcons cshe leamed while serving
with them have mansdormed her into one of the finest tactical
minds in the Imperial Legions. Whike she misses her friend Tsu-
dao, Dejilko at k<t knows peace.

OMONL SCULFTOR OF FLESH

SCHOOL RAME: Dulgotsu's Legion 4
FlOROR: 0 STATUS: 0.0

GOy 3.8 (Infamaus)

Air; 4 Earth: 2 Fire: 4 Water: 4 Vold: 1

Shadowlands Taint: 4 0

ADVANTAGES: True Friend (Dalpotsu), Ouick

DISADVANTAGES: Benten's Curse, Momaku

SHADOWILANDS POWERS: Blackened Claws, Blood Domina
tion, Child of Drarkmess. Uncanmy Speed

SKILLS: Anatomy (Goblin Anatomry, Tomure] 8. Athletics 4,
Battle 3. Craft: Flesh Sculpting 8, Deceit (Intimidation) 5, De-
lemse 5, Hunting 5, Nujuisu 4, Benjuisw 4, Lone: Shadowlancds
4, Stealth 3

The past & an undedpheratde haze to Omonl. He was a |
spoaker experiment, 2 falled ot in their atempts 0o
Diziposu wihat he s Wnene Laligotsu’s connection o Jigolase
the demonic power of that realm I8 unrivaled, Omoni s pres
flawed. He & more beast than man, consumed with &g
pain and sage, When Daigotsu escaped rom the Bloods
btk piy on Omond, and used his magle w ermnse (he
patniul memores of what the culilsts did to him.  Omani
not koo 1 he was goblin or human before the Bloods,
began to work on him. He thinks he is human; he looks hums
and he eels human most of the time. Sometimes. thousht s
unsiopnabic anger rises in him and animal impulscs 1.:5- i :T
KL I be s truly human, why can he control those urpes? i f]
i5 a poblin, why does he feel so much libe 3 human?
Omond began 1o experiment with capiursd balemono 16
his frustration. [F T find 0w whal mokes a goblin a gollin, be i
sored, ! will find vut what 1 truly om. To bis disappolntment i
found there was pothing unique about a goblin. If e manip
the pobdins bedy a lirle, he could mike 10 as stronp ag o hun
If ot stronger. On o owhine be foreed those changes In (he
with his hancls; to his surprise, the poblid did not die, It grew
mare vicious, and when Omaoni let it loose, it killed neary
nofmal pobline belore it was overvhclmad. Omon] smmiled: fin
e could help Daipotse in his quest to rule the Shadowlandss
The Lomt avold Ooenis presence, disposted by his b
naiure 2nd obscssion with desh. Omom kgnoses them.
ing himsei] into his dury. Dadpotsu has never judged Iﬂ.l:l:l.._ '_
when Omoni did pood work Daigotsu was picased. D g
has asked him to makes the poblins stronger. [0 make thcm be
hiis bidding, Fie will not fail,

Sculptor of Flesh

Flesh sculptirgg is an abiliny that is unigue 1o Omon
nl may alter living. Talnted belngs to be stronje
and more powerful Omoni may bring to life de
maodify beasts to ceatz new specics. This ab
a preat deal of tme, but there mﬂtmlrm,

SEPPUN ISEl, SERVANT OF THE ANVIL

SCHOOLS AN K: Seppun: Crunrdsman 5

HOMOR: 4.3 STATUS: 5.1 GLORY! 5.0
Air 3 Easth: 4 Fire: § Water: 4
Erfeue £ Apley b

ADVANTAGES: Higher Purpose (Defend the Totun
Miase Hethitance {20

DISADVANTAGES: (Obligation

KATA: Striking as Eanh, Siriking as Fire, Striking as Wind S8

SKILLS: Battle 3, Defense &, Etiquette 4, Games: Kems
Horsemanship 4. [afjutsu 5, Investigathon 5, [iu]uisu Ese
jutsw (Katana) 6, Tyvujusy



o, Seppun [sel was o vallant soldier in the Impe-
HI! gerved for vears without incident, pleasing his
Emperor, an Inspiration ke all those who served
him. When a blasphemous mabe-tsukai and his
od ronin servitors staged a fecble attack on the Impe-
1set dealt with them in the way that they deserved:
2 brutally. Linformenaiety, the ronin serving the maho-
! bladics. and Isci dicd shorly after they
i wets mourped theoughout Owesan Lichi

umed o Rokugan through Oblivion’s Gate conturics
ﬂnﬂhguuvmlhcﬂn;tmﬂ army znd after the War
: o refinguish his life once again. but the
od a charge of hean ard permitied spirits loyal 10
it in the Empire so long as they embraced mortality
hoenix ritual, kel was Gelighuad 1o resume his duthes
jthe Emperor, albeit guarding the Toturi dynasty rather
mci In time, he was honored 1o be chosen as the
hey of Torturl 1 youngest child, Hanted Naser

e Laith that others placad in him. Isai often doubtad
phve. He had scen the anerlife. He had walked in
e what awalied hl.m anet death. Was it ll'lil_ |Im1

it seemed? \Was he in fact afraid to ditagain!‘

er came 10 1sel In the final moments of his second
ampanicd Nasen 1o the ancient City of Night deep
fernoug tecenscs of Seikitsu Pass. The anclent

%, Including Shinje daimya Shinjo Shono, 1sel
vlect his charge, just as he had in his fist
haid Been tralned from childhood. In his last
e he traths these was no doubt, only duty,
shirkne b 1sel's memory stands within the I pe-
1l the Emperor visits it frequently,

’ l.ﬁ#ﬂ'suuu. VDIOE OF THE SHOGUN

ANEK: Bayushi Courtier 3 [4]

STATUS: 5.3 GLORY: 2.7

Fire: 4 Water- 3

Perception 4

arth: 2 1) Void: 3
Wilpower 4

IAGES: Crafty, Read Lips. Social Position (Shogun's

ES: Uinluck
: 2, Cougtler 3 [6]. Decelt {Seduction) 3 [5].
Sinceriry) 4 (6). Forpery 4, Games: Sadane 5 [7],
b (Interrogation) 4 |5), Kenptsu 2. Knives 3,

i i a young man who discovered his talent
iy, that talent has jeopardzed his fife
Higstsulku's tabent is inciting aneer. and be is
he finest practitioner of his cTaft in the Empire.

Once his superiors discovered Higatsuku's unbque knack,
they put him o work, He would be sent Into a pasticular coust
settingg and ghven a mget. Soon, Higatsuku would discover ex-
actly what combinatien of words and actions would outrage his
prey, and the enemy would challenge the Scorplon courtler o
a duel. Invariably, an excepthonal Scorpion duelist would be on
hand to champion Higasuku, and the Scorpion would have one
bewer eneny to deal with.

The preatest assipnment of Higatsular's career came when his
Champion, Rayushl Yojiro, deployed him to deal with the threat
of Akodo Kancka, a competitor of the Scompion’s ally Hangel
Maseru in his race for the theone. Hipatsulo operated without
a champion, hoping only 0 provokie Kancka into Killing him:
the disgrace ol slaying an unarmed coustier would chiminate
Kancka as an Imperial heir. Unfortumately. Higatsuku danger-
ously undercstimaled Kanelea, who spared his file and in retum
demanded his kovalty.

Higatsuky served Kancka throushout the Four Winds' con
flict, even alter Kancka declared Kimscli the Shogun and all his
other allics encouraged him to discard Higatsuku as a liabiliry.
In time, the young courtier cven came to understand and agree
with the Shopuns philasophics. When the Shogun's power basc
was dissolved by the new Emperor, Higatsuku found himsel(
hack In the Scarplon’s service once again. His previous duties
were no longer appropriale, given his high profile. Life Is now
boring. and Higatsuku craves the excitement, even the danper,
that he once tasied while serving the Shogun,

SOSHI ANGAL KURDIBAN

SCHOOL HARNEK: Soshi Shugenia 2 [3]

HOMOR 2.0 STATUS: 3.3 G LORYT 2.0
Aletd 4] Earthy 2 Fire: 2 [7] Watar: } Vold 3
Willpower 4 Intelligence 4

ADVANTAGES: Dangerous Beauty, Friend of the Elements (Alr),
Jurajin'y Blessing

DISADVANTAGES: Obligation (Kuroiban)

SKILLS: Calligraphy 2, Courtler 3 [4], Etiquette 3 [4], Investiga-
thon 3 [5], Meditation 4, Spellcraft 4. Siealth (Spellcasting) 4,
Theology 3

SPELLY: Armor of Earth, Cloak of Night. Echoes of a Breeze,
{The Eye Shall Not See), Forpotten Murmurs, (Immostal
Steel), lade Strike, (Know the Mind), Mists of [Husion, Rever-
sal of Fortunes, Secrets on the Wind. (Silent Walers), Sympa-
thethc Energies. Way of Deception

Soshi Angal came under observation just a few vears aiter her

gempukhn. There had been allegations of maho use by some-

one in her lord's couns, and as one of the counl’s more promis-
ing young shugenja. Angai was a chief suspect. The Kurolban.

a secretive Scorpion group devoted (o destroying maho both

within the clan and withoi. wese secking only the final prool

they required befiore moving 1o armest and imerrogate Angal, a

process she would likely not have survverd.
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Angai was innocent. however. and totally ignoramt of the
dark magc being pepormed. By h.?;q:tm:..!.'mct, she discovered
the troe culprit, a Shosuro diplomat, while he was conduscting
his dark arts Late one night in 2 goest’s chambers. Angal reacted
instinciteely and killed the man with 3 poweriul spell. The Xo-
roiban. ashast at their mistake and sreatly impressed by Angai's
abilides. began walching her az 3 potential recrult rather than
a sugpect. Angat was inducted into the Kuroiban less than a
yeur fater

Afver several successiul assiynments on the Kurolban's |:Il..*
half, Angai received a truly bizarre appointment, The Kuni fami-
Iy datimyeo. Kund Wit hid made several comments denigrating
the purity of Taturl Sezaru’s magic, and had shorlly therealter
been murdered, Angal wos therefone assipned 0 moniter the
Emperors eldest son, It took her some time, but she secured a
pasition in Sczanes retlnue through sheer tenacity and her abil-
ity to manipulate goclil situations to Scxam's benefit, a talend
that Serani himsell nolodously lacked: Ironically, by the time
Angal was ofiered the position. it was quile obvious 10 her that
Seram was not responsible for any murder. nor was he capable
of pracricing blood sorcery.

As one of Serxaru’s chiel advisors, Angal lound the Foor
Winds" confiict %0 be a unique sxperience. She belleved that
Serami was the most capable Wind, and encouraged him o
seek the throne despite her dan'’s almost universal suppon for
his brother Maseru. She helped the Wolf 1o rebuild the Deagon-
ity lands, and soothed those Tonbo who were ollendad at his
presumpthon I dolig so. When Naseru ook the throne and
Sezaru swore fealty to the Phoenix. Angal realfirmed her lovalty
to him. Sezam counseled ber 1o netum o the Scorpion lands
anel aid in the purging of the Shadowed Tower, & group of which
b had recently become wware. Angal did so, and will renuin in
Scorplon Iands until Sezara ealls her to re-enter hig service,

TONBO TORYLL DARK ORACLE OF THE YOID

SCHOOL/RAMEK: Tornba Shugenja 5/ Magter of the Elements 3

HONOR: A6 STATUS: M/A  GLORY: =50 "l:l.fﬂm‘r}
Al £ Esrthc 3 Fire: 4 Waler: 1 Void T
Wilpower &

ADVANTAGES: Dark Oracke (Vioid)

DISADVANTAGES: Obiigation (Fipoku)

SKILLS: Calligraphy 4, Kenjutsu 3, Lote: Prophecy 6. Lore:
Stesdowlkands 5, Lore: Vioid 8. Meditation 6, Spellcrait 8, The-
olegy (Shintaa) 7

SPELLS: As a Dark Oracle, Toryu possesses all spells of his efe-
ment and all maho spells as Innate Abilithes. e may cast any
ather elemental spell known to mortal men as well, and many
that ane wnknown,

1T the Celestial Heavens can have trapedy, then Surely Tonlo
Toryu is the most ragic amoeng their number, Once, he served
as the Oracle of Thunder, the most valorous and honorable of
all Oracles of Light, a patron of heroes and saviers. To save the
Celestial Onder from an unbearable imbalance, however. he ac-
cepted a tenrible burden that inexcrably eats away at cvenything
that remains of his monal soul.

Toryu was ence 2 preminent member of the ruling G
of the Dragonity Clar. He served as an emissary for both
Dragon and the Phoenix, the generous patrons of his ol
though he did not possess an affinity for the kami like 5o
of his comrades. Tonvz found his calling while studying q-_.
Shiba in Phocosix lancs. There be daveloped a passion
Tao el Shinsed that rivaled even the most devout nuﬂu, C
he became kroun for his encyclopedic knowledge of
as well as his insiehtiul philasophical discussions resapdly
contents. Although a bushi, Toryu was known s & sage, i

When the Great Clans united 1o march upon Oblivien'’s Gag
Toryu was there, He fought all day beside the others, any
nlghl I wonld offer them wisdont from he Tago to s
troubled minds, He was an anchor for many bushi durl
lernilale time, and through his stability many retalned ;
iy, The bartle ai the Gare wag a plphtmare, and before I
over Toryu had sacrificed himsell o save many of his (&l
soldlers, embracing his fate jor the greater pood just as Shin
had taupht

Tonha Tonru did mot. howsver, remain dead. His val -_'
dom and courzgs had captured the anenlion of Tengok
the mercurial, enigmatic Thunder Diapon acoopied Torysl
his presence and made him the Oracke of Thunder. prandis
heroes. Tervu rejoined the banle ar Obdlivion's Gate, --_.
heroes there In thelr sand apainst the Darkness. When thel
the was conchuded. Toryu chese 10 remain to overses the G
certain that it weulc one day prove vital onde mone

Torvus tenure as Omcle of Thunder was shi.!rl-l[wd.
Dvapons mensure such things, When Toturl Kaede, O
the Vokl, assumed the mantle ol Empress, she created S Ims
ance, The Vold had shown partiality for the first time in hisia
and a Uik Oracle must be ereated o balanee the seale
ing that the powers of poku would select someone (@
dangerous, Torvu accepled the burden with the hapel
could mitpate the corrupting Influence the power wo -.
upan him.

A decade later, Toryw fears thut his will is ﬂﬂﬂfﬂ‘ﬁ ot
The powet he commands is beyond measure, but __ J
vours what letle remains of his mortal soul. All tog soon, el
hie will become a monster just like the other Dark ORdcSS

TOTURI RAEDE EMPRESS AND ORACLE OF THE

SCHOOL/ RANK: Isawa Shugenja [Vokd) 57 Master of
Flemenis 2

HOMOR 4.2 STATUS: 9.2 LLORY: 4.4
Alrr 4 Earth: 4 Fira: 4 Water: 3
Willpower & Peremption B

ATVARTAGER: Qeacle of Light (Vold)

LHESADVARNTAGES! Lost Love {Toluel), 1.1h]|gul]un

SKILLS: Calligraphy 5. Courtier 6, Etiquette 7, Hors
A, Investigatlon 5, Knives 4, Lore: Viald' 10, Medl
Spelleraft (Vold Knowdadgel 2, Tea Ceremony 7, ¢
Theology (Foruness) #

Spells: As an Oracle. Kaede possesses all elemental §
Innate Abdlithes. She recehies three Free Raises off
Spelis. Kacde possesses many spells that mostal Sht
have yet to discover.



; @ [amily linc that has possasced more allinity for the
- h of Totur! Kaede hlh..!n. has iafled 10 record I
' child of lsrwa Ufina, the Masier of the
two okder Brothers, Tadaka and Tome, also inberited
% fncredible magica! afinine. Her brothers, however.
childeen of Ujina’s first wile. Kaede's mather, Daji Nin-
s Kidnapped by unknowr parties shorly beloce che and
' g po wed. It was onlv after 2 perilous quest that Ujina
p magstrate named Kisuki Kaagi rescued Ninube.
im;:dtu kill Ninube shodtly after Kaede's birth, upon
ne that his bride was not Ninube, but a manifestation of
o Darkness. Theoush his powerial Void magic, Ufina
mame on Kaede, severing her from the Darkness and
'm nermal, if poweriul, mortal child.
reed the Phoenix well for years, eventually assum-
fann af Master of the Vold when her father fell ill.
ritely sought & means to cure him, but his exposime
g Usirkeness had cornipted Bim, tansfonmiing him ino
less One: Knede found solace in duty and in the com-
et betrothed, the Lion Champlon's younper son Aksdo
; qult‘l‘ reverent voung man was overlooked by many,
Could see the hand of desting upon him.
an War was even more devastating for Kaede than
qfll*l: Phoenix. She felt the losses that aiflicted her
by as any other, bat Toturi's disgrace, iogether with
of het father and beth brothers at the war's conclu.
1+ lmwma‘cmaw It wiak duiring these
iness thal she st heard the call of the Void
lﬂlm:hadbemup;cn .'ln.'ll'l.'lmclr:dlhc Vioid
e cver: ﬂﬂ&achmmd in history, Kacde did
SRaw froc the Empire’s affaies upan her ascension. She
WI:H.‘T# and became Empress 1o Toturi 1.
"_ lﬂﬂ!ﬂ!hmliﬂmlmmhﬂr
: human, but Ka=de was happy.
1 died, Empress Kaede chose 1o rude In hé hus-
il one of his children was chosen as el In her
D Too active a role, and created an imbalance
| Order could not ablde. Because of her blatant
d the Empire. a Dark Oracle of the Void was
the balarce. Kzede had no cholce but to with-
CAVENE {0 forestall o worse Imbalance, returning
1' t her children counsel before thelr expedition
lands,
e has withdrawn from the Emplee altogether, She
Alnwith ber children 1f she could, but that decision is
14 10 thake. She can orly watch from afar and hape
Rtrong enough 1o enditre that wiilch must fallow.

WHEL SERVANT OF THE WOLF

RANK: Akodo Bushi 3 1/ Seppun Guardeman 2]
STATUS: 23 GLORY: 4.4

Fre3l] Waeit] Vod2[)

- Bishamon's Ricssirg
: Doub (Battle)
out End, Striking as Eanth

SKILLS: Bawle 4 |5), Courtier 2 [4]. Defense 3 [4]. Etiquette
131, Horsemanship 2, Hunting 3, Lajjutsu 3, Investipation
I5). Kenjutsu 5 |6, Kyujutsu 2 [4], Lore: History 3. Spears
[3], Storvelling 1. War Fan 1 [3]

Lie <o mamy other prowmilnent samural attached to the Four
Winds, Toturi Kothed has acorued admirers throughout the Em.
pire. young men and women who respect his abilities. and wish
I b like himm. Unlike most admired individuals, Koshel actively
discourages this (ascination. He & wracked with guill, shame,
and seli-ksathing. He geruinely believes that serving the Toturi
Sezaru 15 the only means through which he can atene fog his
heinous sins.

Koshel was once Akodo Koshel, a zealous officer In the Lion
armbes. e served under Akodo Hiasu, and toek part in the deve
astating stepe on the Dragonily lands that his lord commanded.
While Hinsu marched on toward Dragon lands, he ordered Ko-
shel ancl his men 1o deal with the meager resistance the Drag-
wiily olfered. Koshel did so, putting entive villages (o the wreh
In the name of defeaiing hls clan's enemles.

The altermatl filleel Koshel with horon Wamer and ehildien
had Been killed or rendered homeless by his actlons, Dol
overwhelmed him, and Koshei requested reassignment, A hero
1o the Lion, he recelved an appointment to the Legions statloned
in Otosan Uchi. While serving there, Kashel encountered Totwr
sczam and offered his loyalty as an act of alomement fior his
perceived crimes. Sezani was curious, and could see the merit
in Kosteis characier. o0 he offered him fealy. Koshel accepted.
took the Toturi name, and became the Wolf's yojimbo

As the bodvpwand of perhaps the most powerful man in Roku-
gan, Koshei's duties were odd. He accompanied his master in
his visits to the Oraches. and faced an Onisu when Yokubo at-
tacked his master. [t was only through Kosheis complete seli-
kessness that the demon was defeated. confirming Koshet's
value in Sczau’s eyes. Throughout the Wolf's quest (o attabn
the throne, Koshel remained at his side. and It was because of
Koshel's presence that Sezarmu selected the Dragonily lands to
create his power base.

In those early days, and again now that Sezaru has joined the
Phaenix, Koshel has spent countless hours among the Drapon-
iy, representing Sezaru's Interesss and assisting In the ongolng
rebullding of their lands, The Dragonily have long since forglven
him for his past ctimes, but Koshei will never forgive himscli,

LE LI

TOTURI SEZARL, THE WOLF

SCHOOL/RANK: Isawa Shupenja (Void) 3 / Tamarl Shugena 2
| Master of the Elements 1]

HOMNOR: 3.3 STATUS: 9.1 CLORY: 7.4
Air 4 Earth: 3 [4] Fire: £ Water: 3 [4] Weoid: 5
Willpower 6 Perception %

ADVANTAGES: Blood of Towr, Friend of the Clements (Fire,
Void). Great Destiny, Ishiken-do, Khanmic Tie {Dakpotsu,
Tuchiban), Multiple Schools

DISADVANTAGES: Driven (Defend the Empire). Hauneed (In-
net Voice). Nemesls (Dalgotsu), Oblisstion (The Emperor)
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wﬂ devastated when Her father was killed. but strug-
ot to show it She Immecdiately recognized the power strug-
u.gsp-mud. Between her brothers Naseru and Kancka,
o to lead by example, taking the First Leglon Inte
{th the mysterious Tsino that were attacking Lion hold-
the surm-l.lndltlﬁ lands. With & varied command staff
of high-ranking samurai from the Lion, Crane, Scor-
d Monkey lans, Tsudao gained support from virtually
H}" and clan in the Empire. When Daipotsu™s forces
rosan Lichi, she and her command staff used a Naga
m-{_[ gerosy the empine in a heartbeat in order to help
q:-,r It was Tsudae, together with Bayushl Tal, who
154l i the I|_1:1]1|.1'£;1] Throne room, where she severed
m but was unakle (0 prevent his escape. [n the altermath
otsall’s defeat, Tsudao declared hersell Empress.

'_Einpcrurﬁ imtervention, bul i the 5E;n'|n:: Hme -
ose who supported hee brothers, Forlunately, the
lies recopnized Her claim. As Empress, Tsudao at-
malntoin dow anc arder untll, 1o her surprise, the
e rétume;i at Winter Courl snd helped unite the
51 Ditigotsy,

in the Shadowlands was fierce, and in the end it
o wha mace the final sacrifice, Dalgotsu was enraged
Winds' interference, and pathered all his power to de-
it Tsudao redlized he had held nothing In reserve 1o
mielf, and hurled herseli through his fire to cut him
| perished,

duath, Tsudac's memory was celebrated throughout
en hier brether Naseni took the thrane as Ermper-
_thq:ly declared her rule mo be legitimate, tking the
i 111 in recognition of it

TS, GMS PERMISSION ONLY)
i Iilﬂd'ﬂhlngi. is allowed only 1o members of Emperor
5" loodline (l.e. the Four Winds). A plaver character
‘ﬂﬂfhﬂc this Advantage unless the GM wishes 1o allow
5 10 Credle characters descended from Toturl 1.

ar other character options s il you were o mem
«lin, 5o long as members of that clan acknowledge
rial descen:, Your Toluri blocd also allows you to pass
fain specially warded areas of the Imperial Palace
S tion or Harm,
Mage counts as either Great Destiny or Dark Fate.
S knows which of these two uls imitely applics. Tn
'?'.':1"""’“‘“’"‘-r of the Imperial bloodline you can expect
: dted and monitored by bath allies and enemies

an upper haned, so this i= 25 much a Dizadvan-
Advantape,

[SAWA'S LAST WISH

At the dawn of the Empire, the shugenja known as [sawa un-
dertook o monumental task, He believed that the difference be-
tween humans and kaml was merehy one of perception, and that
with efforl humans — even thase without the gifts of shupenja
— could communicate with the kami, Along with the greatest
shugenfa of the young Phoenix Clan, Isawa sct out to create o
magical construct thas would allow humans and kami o un-
deratand one ahother He intended o give the construct o his
davghier Akike and her betrothed. Asako Sagaten, s a wedding
glit. Segoten and Akiko helped Tsawa in his research, joined by
Sagoten’s father, Asako Yogo, and many other talented Phoenix
shugenju,

The first time lsawa attempted to use the construct, be found
I curos and eager to please, Lstng only a fraction of its pow-
er, It transformed a wall of Isawa's emple into butterilies, and
ther set the buterflies on fire. The second time Tsaws used 8,
the construct caused a mountain to erupt in the heart of Lion
territery, hundreds of miles away (and now krown as Lookow)
Mountainh. Simultanecusty, an island off the coast near Kyuden
[savva sank beneath the waves, olong with the Coral Talsce
(then a minor forress of the Phoenlx).

When Asako Yopo was cursed by the Shadowlands anel el
the I*hoenix to foin the Scorplon Clan, work on the Last Wish
slowed dramatically, Yopo hod been the moeat lalented shugen|i
working on the construct other than [zawa himself, and his loss
was demoralizing, When the Day of Thunder came and Isawa
did not return, woik on the Lost Wish halied altogether. The
Asake and Isown familles fought among themselves o deter
mine who had the right to complete lsawa’s masterpiece, Akiko
cilled off her wedding ta Sagoten after ane of his cousins Killed
an lsawa inan argument about the Wish. Hantei Genji himself
intervened. Both Sagaten and Akiko cautloned Genfl agalnst
destroying the Last Wish, as neither knew a way to do so safely,
Genji commanded that the Wish never be completed. and that
Fsawa’s notes be destroved. As only shugenja could use the in-
camplete Last Wish, it would be given intoe the cane of the Shiba
family of bushi.

Decindes loter, Asako Sagoten proved Genjis fears to be well
founcled when he attempted o use the Incomplete Last Wish
to make Akiko Jove him onee moere, The nesulting catostrophe
killed Sapoten, Akiko, and many others and destroved 1sawa's
ariginal cdstle, The Shiba necovered the Lost Wish and hid it
more carefully,

For centuries the Last Wish [ay unused. Without human
contact, the intelligent construst slowly began to go Insane, It
clung desperately to the lessons of its creator [sawa, who had
always impressed upon it the Impertance of mercy and seliless-
ness. Oecasionally ambitious shugenja would leam of the Wish
and attempt 1o use [1s power, These attemprs ended badly; the
user ilways dicd, and sometimes he monaged to cavse massive
destruction as well. Always the Shiba came to plck up the pleces
andd Bidee the Wish again.

Dhurieg the War of Spirits, Hantel XVI% forces atempted (o
coetee the returned spirit of Asako Sagoten to find and complete
Isawa's Last Wish. sagoten refused, escaped the Steel Chrysan-
themum's custody, and sought out the Wish to warn its guard-
lans. The Hantel, who had allowed Sagoten to escape (o lead
him to the Wish, dispatehed his own shugenfa to follaw,

E’}
(i3]
=
o)
fen!
g
i
(@)
Z




e GOLD EDITION

Y

[

Sapoten used the Wish one final tme, but this time he did
so without sclfish indent. He used the Wish to create Void spir-
s called the Children of the Last Wish that would protect the
artifat irom improper use. Having done so. he cotnmitted sep-
pulu to prevent his knowledge from being cxploited. When the
Hameei'’s shugenja arhved. the Children desiroyed them

With the Children as is eves and cars, the Last Wish sliowiy
bepan to emenge from the depths of loneliness and insanit: [t
iilso developed to the point that non-shugenfa could draw upon
its power. When the Wish heard of the terrfble war that had
erupted berween "hoenix and Dragomn, It was consumed with an
avierwhelming need (o help the clan of it creator, It dispatched
the Children to find someone worthy to wiheld 1t but they could
find na one,

Az fate wonld hove 11 Shiba Alkune found (he Last Wish |n-
stead. Though Alkune is a boosh, proud man, his desire to use
the Last Wish was pure and selfless, He salely used the con-
struct o drive the Deagon back from Fhoenix lands and fortify
thelr position through the winter. The Last Wish leels that it has
much in common with Alkune. Both were beings of limitless
potential that were cast aside and forgoticn. Both have a strong
desire to aid their “familics.” but often end up responsible for
the dexths of those they bove. Both are viewed & danperous
despite their desire 1o serve the Empire. For the moment. Shita
Adkune and [sawa'’s Last Wish are the periect match. though it
remains o be seen whether or not that match will ullimanely
help or heirm the Phoenix Clan.

MECHANICS

In its dormane formn, [sawa’s Last Wish resembles o spinning
globe of light, Close Inspection reveals the sphene’s interor to be
it complex lnticework of magical enengy. The sphere §s welght-
less, and tends 1w bover i midairwherever [ was lsi relegsecd.
When tauched by a mortal, it lokes a shape appropriate to thal
person’s personallty and an appearance appropriate fo how
that individual Intends 10 use the Wish. (In [sawa's hands, i
remained a perlect sphere of enengy.) Many diiferent resulis ane
possible, but a few of the different possibilities are listed here.

FORM MEANING

Chrysanthemum Person of Imperial blood

Cem Merchant, seeker of wealth

Hammer and chisel Crestor or artist

Katana Warmior

Knife Cririnal, murderer

Quill Scholar, historian

Tessen General, leader

Tosch Teacher

APFEARANCE MEANIRG

Bloady Intends to use the Wish
for vengeance

Flaming Intends te use the Wish

against an enemy

Clay, plass, or Weak-willed ar uncertain

fragile material about what to do
Colden Intends to use the Wish as
a too! of creation
Jads Intends 1o use the Wish
againsi the Shadowlands
Obsidian Intends to use the Wish as
a tool of corruption

The Last Wish seoms 1o be entitely Indestructible. Sapnde
Akiko once sugpested that there mighl be a way 1o desiny
but bath lcased that o do 50 would be more
amy destruction the VWish could unkeash, Some -bn:rd:m "
Drzpon Clan belleve that the Yobanjin, whose Im:ﬂ-rg
is very similar fo savwa’s eathy magic. mary hold the o
desiroving the Last Wich,

The Last Wish bas three major abilithes.

First, upon taking a form. the Last Wish becomes = pa o
mitgheal item. This k=m can permanently emulate any I
spell of Mastery Level 3 or Less with a duration other tham)
stantaneous. For example, it could become a katana that IS pe
manently affected by a Katana of Flee spell (os 1t s for A
or an amulet that mdiates a continuang Evil Wared, Th
takes effect as s wielder had made three Ralses when
If the Last Wish loses contact with the Individual hold
immedintely nevents Lo its dormant form and hovers inn

Second. n person wiekding the Las: Wish gains the spellc
ing abiliities of a shugenja of School Rank equal 1o his 1 -’_
Rank, and immodiatelyr gaing mve spells of each Rank
can cast as Innate Abilities. All of these spells are ﬂlﬂ-ﬁ'_ H:'
chasacter had = 5 in the appropriste Ring and a School §
equal tc his Inskght Rank I the character was alrcady @l
genja. this pool of meghcal ability is ontieely separate m
original abllitics. Spells are chosen by the Last Wish, not
user, and never charge for that user. The wiclder also gains|
abiliey w cass Commune: at wild r

The thisd ancd most potent ability allows the wiekles'io
shape reallry ltself. The effects of this ability are unlim
not without cost. Any time the user wishes to do {[-Lis_ he
tell the GM exmetly what he Intends o do with the
Wigh always interprets any and all requests extremely (i
(vt 0018 dows ot wish to harm e wielder). The ma
raute will be toker. heedless of any damage the Wish
along the way. Exmemely complex wishes confuse the child
mind of the Wish, so for the purposes of m]nup]:ylrg
these commands must be ten wonds or less. 4

For example, if the wiclder says, =1 wish jor a mouni
gold.” then the Las Wish might oreate a borsal m .
of podd. theee inches high. Aliemately, the Last 'Mﬂi
an enormous mountain of gold. more wealth that the chan
could ever hope 1o spend. bur drop it in the middle of the
ing Sands where the dharacter coukd never find it Ui
Wish in this manner 5 always rsky and unprediciab "‘
user's intent B antirely selich, the Wish alwanys cansesis
and destruction, even | the wser phrased his intent m‘r
fully. For instance. in the above éxnmple. the Last 'h'ﬁﬁ
well create a mountain of gold directly on top of its user, cTH
ing him and evervonz around him. ."l.ltem.amly wishes
seliless or noble are often (ulfilled with a minimum
even I worded 11m~r";.'

I the user's intent 18 selish and hils wish involves hll ¥
innocents, there is @ ity percent chance that the Wish'
flares up with sagical energy, destroving evervone and eVer
thing fexcept the \Wish) within a 200° radius. There 50
tection from this effect. especially for the wiclder. Each tmes
wielder uses the Wish In such a wiry and survives; the pes
ape chance of such a desiructive cvent Increases by 1en s
ior that user.

AL = A



o -w Wish s an intelligent magical construct with the never defy orders o seek bo usurp a superion’s posithon. Rank s
; inent statlstics Awareness |, Intelligence 4, Per- zamed only through trials and banle, never through treachery.

Willpower 2. Void £. [t has Z Honor. [t possesses the It is a point of honor for Tsuno never to leave their Tmuml.'ﬂ

Shills: [nvestigation 3. Lose: History 8, Lore: Phoenix or dving comrades. nor their equipment. on the battheficld

3 eralt B The Last Wish can communicate tele-

 with any imtelligent cresture within 5 TSmO RAVAGER

SCHOOL TECHMNIOUE: Tsuno Boshi School 3

HONOR: 2.0

NOELICE 1O

R 3 Earth: & Fures 4 Water: 4

The Tsuno e

Rolls When Attacking: #5 (Tsuno blade); Bkd (unarmed)
Rolls For Damage: 7k3 (Tsung blade); 4k2 (unarmed)
TH 1o Be Hit: 25 (Light Armar)

: Wounds Por Wound Level: 15

: Shadowlande Talnk: 6 (Considered Lost)

e

ﬂ]' b,lf!'ﬁﬂl _ﬂfﬂ!l Ls allen po the Speciali Carapinen 4. Tsuro can move Water 2 207 @ round, or twice
"r_nﬁl‘eﬁenﬁll?lu to anyune who that distance if they foke no other action that rotnd,
wﬁ%ﬂ:&ﬁ[“mm!::::u; SKILLS: Anatamy (Torlure) o, Alhletics 4, Batele 5, Defense |,
r L m i

i‘i‘é'_.r Rt b Heavy Weapons (Tsunoe blade) 5, Iaijutsu 3, [iujutsu 4, Lore:

i,ﬂj" i | or speclal effects Shadowlands §, Lare: Spiclt Realms 6, Slealth 4

et Teuno as if they have the Haonor Tsuno rrvagers form the upper echelons of the Tsuno rce’s dis-
{ = ciplined military hierarchy. As fearsome as the normal Tsuno
= s 5. ravinsers (nspine ternor In the most battle-hardened samural.
They achicowe thelr positions aiter dangerous quests across the
Shadowlands and through the Spirit Realms. The creatures who
survive these trals refum Stronger, izster. tougher, mone bu-

§ : tal, and more cunning. eaming them the kadership of packs or
= Water 3 v eralire ATk
Agilty 3 Ravapers lead their units from the front, roasing their onders
and inspiring thelr subondinates o frenzied Bloodhust. The Tsu-
no code of honor demands discipline in all things. and they
tolerate no disobediencoe or weskness in their IRops

Enrth: £

Attacking: T3 {Tsuno blade); B (unarmed)
amage: 6k3 [Tsuno blade): 3u [urarmed)

ie Taint: 4 (Concidered Lost)

apace 1. Tsuno can move Waler s 20° in 8 round, of Twice
Hthey take ro other sction that round,

]
L8 Athletics 3, Banle 2, Defense 3, Heavy Weapons (Tsu-
aele) 4, [ndjutsu | Tiojutsu 3. Lere: Shadowlands 3, Lore:
Realms 4, Stealih 3

Ustles represent young or averape Tsine, but even an
UnE 18 more than & match for most samureal. The
m slze, stréngth, and toughness, formidable nat-
ons, devilish cunning, and disciplined organization
i some of the most fearsome creatures the Empire
faced. Touno reside in a comes of e Shadowlands
tlalmed for themsehwes. Thev are unkque among
N Tainted creatures in their skill at creating their own
g "ﬂ armor, which makes them even moce fommidable.
ST opanized and waally cxourtered in packs. inside
! e of the Shadoriands They 2t not sadltary creatunss
ey Bavel alone. Tsunc packs pencrally Inchude 5-20
st by at et one rEvager and sometimes 4 Souliwisier,
3 Whose mﬂ of tactics can divect the brutal power

Dzan Lesser Tsuno are Bere=ty hoval 1o thelr leaders. and
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TSUNO SOULTWISTER

HOMOR: 2.0

Nir: 5 Earth: 1 Water: 1
Willporwer § Strecgth §

Rolls When Attacking- 10k5 (Tiuno blade); Sid (unanmed)
Rolls For Damege Zi 3 (Tsuno Blade); 4k2 (unarmed)

TH i Be Hit 30 [Light Armor)
Wounds Per Wound Level §
Shadowlands Taint: £ 0 (Comidered Lost)

Firez 5

Special: Fear 3, Carapace 3. Tsuno can move Water x 20”7 in a round,
or twice that distance if they take no other action that round

SKILLS: Anatomy (Torure) &, Athletics 5, Heavy Weapons (Tsu-
no blade) 3, History o, Jlujutsu 4, Lore: HHerbsalism 4, Lo
Kami 6, Lore: Shadowlands &, Lore: Spirit Realms 8, Stealth
4, Thealogy 5

At the pinnacle of the Tsuna hlerarchy are the strange and paow-
erful Soultwisters, the shugenja with the knowledge and power
to take the Tsuno on joumeys across the Spirit Realms. The sta-
ihstlgs above poriray o typleal Soultwister.

Becoming a Soultwister is an ordeal more torurous and deadly
than most mortals can concelve. 1t requines candidates 1o ravel
the Spirit Realms and do solitary battle with the creatures they
find The few who survive are scarned in body and mind, amnd
they often periorm ritual scarification to enhance the scars they
received during their trinks.

Surviving candidates retum from thelr irials with the insights
necessany o uee the Soultwisters” unique form of magic. They
are tremendoush powerful beings both physically and magi-
cally, ssperior even 1o veteran Tsuno ravagpers.

Tsuno Bushi School

Mote: This school s available to Teuno only

Benchit: None

Honor: 2.5 {see sidcbar note on Tsuno Honor)

Skills: Baitle, Defense, laljutsu, Lore: Shadowlamds, Heavy
Weapons (Tsuno Blade), any two Dupel Skills
Outiit: Tsuno Blade, chitin armor (treal a5 light armor)

TECHNIQLUES
RANK 1: KILL YOUR WEAKN LSS

Tauno seek to conguer all weiknesses, especlally in themselves,
When they are wounded, they dmw upon the deep neserves
granted them by centures of warfare aeross the Spirit Realms,
The Tsunos TN to Be Hit is increased by any Wound penalties he
currently sulfers, to o maximum bonus of his Insight Rank x 5.

RaMK X TSUNO TECHNIQUE

At this level, the Tsuno's combat efficiency 15 as imely honed as
his blade. He can make iwo attacks per round.

RANK 3 HOWL FROM THE DEFTHS

The Taume kams how o unkeash a tremendoes roar of bastle,
siriking fear into his enemies and driving his comrades 1o great-
et feats of martial prowess. All enemies within 507 who can hear
the Tsuno roar are aficcted by Fear 5. Ml allied Tsunc within

range galn o bonus of + 10 to all atack and damage rolls iy
effects lost for 2 number of rounds equal o the Tsuno's Ing
Rank. This Techrigue can be used once per day, and iy s
do not stack with the howls of other Tsuno. Using this ai
roquires o0 ackon. :

RAMNK 4: SLAUGHTER IS IN THE Il_i.n_!ﬂ.h_l.-n

A Tsuno'’s bloodiest fucls the power of his blows. If &
no bushi ks an apponent, on the nexd round of ool
jpains a number of Free Ralses on his attack mﬂl:qu.ﬂ
Insipght Rani

RAMEK 5: UNDYING VENGEANCE

Centurles in the Spirit Realm of '.Imhh:-.#u have infused Ts
bushl with the ability to track enemies wherever lhqr-'
hide, 11 the Tsune bushi is wounded by an appongnt
combal, erwounds an opponent, he miay 1o choase toh !
opponent. Unce per day, the Tsuno can make an Awaren
(T 18] 1o know the direction and distanee o the hunted
pent, A magleal barder (such as EviIWard) that protects

magical detection Is the only way to foll this Technigue,
Tauna's quarry moves toa different Splet Realm, the di
the Awareress roll becomes TN 25, I the Toune makes
b Identifies the Spizit Realm and may continue the hun
the hunt ends. The Tsuno can use this ability until eitherk
his quarry ks dead. but may hunt enly one quarry at 2 time

ﬂhmhhwﬂmﬂﬁttﬁ.ﬂ'
Rings have no bearng on their abilitics o chos
Mﬂ.ﬂnﬂrpﬁrﬁmﬂmﬂm k
mmmmm »
To cast a spell, a Soultwister must roll a nun
equal to his Trait that comesponds 1o the Re
spell. plus his School Rank, and keep a
equal to his Trit. The casting TN Is 10 pl
Mastery Level x 5. All other rules for casting ¢

Tralt  Linked Spirit Realm .
Aglity ku tha Realm ar Mur-h]! i
Intelligence e

Awareness

Refloxes  Ch

Stamina Gaki-do, thu Realm of the Hu

Willpower  Meido, the Realm of the Dead
erception  Yume-do, !heﬂulmnfnni ns

Strength  Toshigoku, the Realm of <

m Jigoku, the Realm of Evi

the Realm of Mortals. s not as



uno Soultwister School

s school Is available o Tsuno only,
= Mone
’5 [see shdebar note en Tsuna Honor)
atamy (Torture), Athletics, Hemvy MWeapons (Thuno
=1, Lote: Shadowlands, Lore: Spirit Realms, Stealth,
Blade, chitin armor (treat os light armor):
h ritual materials.
deficiency: Tsuno Souliwisters have no Adfinity

quet None.

.lgs.uuhwlsm:nm choose spells lrom any theee Splrk
his choosing. A Scultwister may st a number ol
day equal 1o twice his Shadowlands Taint rank. A
may learn two rew spells with each advance in

ster Spells

Bloodlust
‘School Rank x 2 roundsAsca of

= One target
pokut [Trait: Strength]

_hﬂmﬂﬂﬁaimﬁﬁ-:x#tﬁmmhm
mind. The target of ihis spell must choose the Full
st mmﬂwmmmmhm
it ereaure. Each round of the spell's duration, the tar-
Willpower soll (TN Scultwister's School Rank x
d by 10 W the neasest cremture ks a friend). I he
i choose to do nothing, but & requires all of his

Heaven's Blessing

: School Rank x 5 rounds
ECT: One tarpet
i [Trait: Intelligence]

er channels the benevolence of the heavenly spir-
p Larper. For the duration of the spell, the tapet

Hungry Steel

DURATION: School Rank x 5 rounds
AREA OF EFFECT: One weapan
REALM: Gaki-tlo [Traliz Stzmina)
RAMGE: Touch

The Soultwister summons the hungry dead into o weapon. A
weapon empowered by these spirts inflicts an additional 5
Wounds per successiul melee strike.

Special Raises: The Soultwister may Raise once lo increase
the damage by an additional 5 Wounds.

Primal Nature

DURATION: School Rank x 5 rounds
AREA OF EFFECT: Self

REALM: Chikushudo [Trait: Reflexes]
RAMGE: Seli

The Soultwister <an succumb 1o the prinal urges of the animal
realm, granting him greater pivysical ability at the expense of
his mental acuity. For the duration of the spell, the Soultwister
adds his School Rank o one physical Trait (Agility, Reflexes,
Strength, or Stamina), but subtracts the same amount from the
menial Tk associaled with the same Rine. to 2 minimum of
1. The Soultwister always gains the full benefit 10 his plrysi-
cal Tralt even if be cannot subtract the full amount rom his
menial Trait.

Separate the Soul

DURATION: School Rank x 2 rounds

AREA OF EFFECT: One tanact

REALM: Yomi [Trait: Awarcncss]

RANGE: 0¥

The Soulwisier dispels the spirits of Yomi around the target jor
a short time. The tarpet of the spell feels the infloence of his
ancestors fading. A human chamader with amy Ancestor benefits
loses those benedits fior the duration of the spell. Furthermaore,
the tarpet also has a penalty of +5 TN to all anack. damage. and
Skill volls for the duration of the spell.

The Smith’s Lament

LMIRATION: Permanent

AREA OF EFFECT: One object
REALM: Sakicaln [Trah: Agility]
RANGE: 60"

Mischlevous spirits love 1o break things, so the Soultwister di-
recis them toward a suitable tarpet. The spell afiects anv one
non-magical object of Average quality or less, inchuding weap-
ons and armor. The object will break next time Ii is used. Ob-
Jecis o Fine quality or higher are immune 1o this spell.
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Drink the Soul

jon: 1 round
(5] EFFEC 15 Dne targel
2 Gaki-do [Trait: Staminal

rel’s essence, sapping his energy. Far
v School Rank the Soultwister has, the
-]';'ﬂ a +5 T ]'IEI1:|||':.-' to all anck
gtc rolls for the duratlon of the spell.
ore, the target must make an Earth
_h:;ﬂ] or lase ome action from (he ful-
rountd.

The Onisu

BoLsLs first actions after king pawer in the Shad-
wag to forge an alllance with the enigmatic Tsuno.
alat’s arrivel, the Tauno swere virtugily unknown
dowlands' denizens, much less the citizens of Roki-
ipatan Lnelerstood both thelr orlpin and thelr powers,
he came by the knowledge remaing unknown,
pan thie Tsunes ald, Dalpotsu crafted a new specles
the raw stuil of Yiime-do, the Realm of Dreams.
st are erafted from the dreams of samural, embody-
their Rreatest fears and their most hated stereotypes.
Men Clan's anger at bcing undier coanatani susplelon,
nee, fueled the creation af Fushin, Onlsu of Betrayal,
erafled the perfect servants to wage a psychalogléal
st the Great Clans. Not only would the Onisu strike
hie hieprt of any warrior whe faced them [ battle, but
es and actions wauld prey on the baszst impulses that
thie samurals hearts, The mone Rokupan's samurai
freater thelr Mightmares would become,
- Onisu are ameng (he mes: pawerful ani ever created.
P
ev lack the pure physical power of the mindless de-
DAk fiave crawled from the Festering Pit. thelr unigue
EEd_P“ the sliis of mortals and thelr keen intellipence
e far deadlier foes: OF the lor Hakat and Kyoiu are
B MGSE powerful, as all things experence death and
ianly fear of failure. Com paratively speaking, Set-
Muchlisitfo are weaker, prreving upon Weaknesses
T are fught to discard durlng childhood. Dalgotsu's
S tnfablt an Onlsws Body, rereasing its size and power
:-:"".'-1-“3 Iis Weaknesses, and making 1t an even greale;
xflﬂ..ut“” was Inhabiting Fushin, for nstance. when i
and killed the Emiperor Toturi [

The Onisu are effectively immaral. I slaln, they re-
i o Yume-do, where they remain im stasis, While in

Yume-co, the Onlse have no sense of passage of (me,
bt menely wall until they are etrieyved from the Realm of
Drreams by Dalgatsu or the Tsuno Soultwlsters. Onee returned
fiv the maortal realm e Onisu quickly regain theie power, be-
caming fully restared within a matler of days.

COMMON ONISU QUALITIES
The Onisu are cralted from the same dreams, and share certain
abilities,

Carapace: All Onisu have a Camapace rating. \Weapons
dipped i the waters ol Yume-do ignore his Carapace rating,

Feed on Sin: The Oiisu feed onweakness, Whenever o per-
sor within 100 feet commits an actlen ot carnesponds with
a specific Onisu's vice (murder for Hakai, betrayal for Fushin,
elc], one af the Onisus Tralts (GMs cholee) Increases by 1.
This bonus fasts for 1 week, alter which time it instanily dis-
sipates, The Onisu prow slightly kirger when gaining such a bo-
nus, signaling what (s taking place,

Honorable Vulnerabiiity: The Onlsu feed on sin, but they
are weakenad by vire Whenever a person within 100 feet
cmmits an act in opposition oo Onlsu's vied (@ courageous
acl near Kyodu, a generous act pear Settozai, o), oneg of the
demons Traits decreases by I This penalty lasts Tae 1 week.
after which time |1 Instantly dissipates.

Pagsages: Onlsu can [nstinetively sense any passage into o
Bpidt Realm, and may move from the martal world to Tigoku or
Wume-dir and back again as o standare actlon.

Resurrection: An'Onlsu that 15 slain can be recovered from
the Realm of Dredins through an elaborate riieal known only 1o
Praipotsuand the Tsuno,
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FUSHIN. THE OMISL OF BETRAYAL,
MNIGHTMARE OF THE SCORPION

Airr § Earth: 4 Fire= 4 Wates: §
Rolls When Attsching: 1067 Rolls For Damage- Tod
TN @ Be Hit 45 Woundt Per Wound Leved: 75

Special Carzpace 8. Fear 6 (This fear onginates from the Onisu’s
gile; any appanent may make 3 Raite on all attacks mads againgd
the Dmizu thas round to avert bit gare from Fushin's). Fushin pos-
sesses four hms and may make up 19 fowr altados per round. if sepa-
rajed from s katana, Fushin may summaon them to s hands a3 5
frec acthon,

Of all the Onisu. none is mare reviled than the wretched Fushin
The samurai of Rokogan loathe 1 for Us munder of Tomr 1, the
Splendid Emperor. while denizens of the Shadowlands, even
the other Onisis, expect it 1o betray them at any moment. Ironl-
cally, Fushin is the most widely recognized Onisu desplte iis
sealthy demeanor, due to lis rale In Tolurls death.

FAMASHIMI, THE ONISU OF REGRET, MIGHTMARE OF
THE DRAGON

Alir; £ Earth: £ Fira: B

Rolls Whan Attacking: Zkd Rollz For Damage: 6k3
TH ta Ba Hik: £0 Wounds Par Wound Lavel: 25

w Carapace . Kanashimi can attack three mes per rowund us-
ing s dasho, n 2 stylc corily simalar to that of the Mirumoto bushi

Kansahimi can make an opposed Willpower roll with any ndi
widual within 100 feet. The target of thin ability sublracts twice the
mumber of points he possesses in Dnadvantages from the total of
his Willpoweer roll. I Earashirni i sucoessful, the target s overcome
with remarse for his perceived Gilures and the wrongs Be has com
mitted throughoot s ke, The tarpet may not make Ratses or spend
Viohd Points whie sulfering from this malsive, snd victim often with-
draw from the outside world 1o contemnplate their Ballures. This efect
lasts for a number of Rokugani hours equal 1o the amount by which
Kanashimi's Willoower roll excerded the target

A subtle and insidious foe, Kanashimi embodies one of the
first Three Sins thai pave rise 1o (he unlverse. Kanashimi s not
well known to the Empire or the Shadowlands, keeping to the
shadows and hunting solltary prey. 1 follows the commands of
Dnigotsu and Hakai out of convenience more g0 than anything
elge, nnel its motlvatlons e nsciialale,

Watar: B

KYOFU, THE ONISU OF FEAR. NIGHTMARE OF THE CRAB

Alr: 4 Earth: & Fira: 4 Watar: &

Strength 7
Ralls When Attaching: Tk4 Rolls For Damage: 3k2
TN to Be Hik 35 Wounds Per Wound Level: 25

Speciak Carapace 6 Kyofu wields the blade once carnied by Hida Ku-
reda, now corrupted by the Shadowlands. Anmy opponent damaged
by the katana continues to lose a single Wound per round until ke
spendds one full cambat reund tending to his injunes. Any opponent
struck by this blade must make an immediate roll to resisr Fear 5
Oppanents normally immune to Fear are still affected by Fear 3

Fear g. Oppcnents who are normally mmune 1o Fear oo
wtill affected as if Kyciu had Fear & If Kyofu does not mn.,"
wrvy action dunng a combat rownd, it may force all o :
range to make three /mElls to resist Fear per round lnr
whia ik three rolls bo resist Fear n a winghe found must m
imenediate Exrtn roll (TN 207 or die of fraght

Epofl can summon sn ornkage, the undesd demon sized
Skadoulinds, These owstures are loyal to Kpoks and will
cormmands them to, out normally only fight to defend o
Eyohu may have only one such steed t 3 tame

Kyatu is among the more powerful Onisu, second perd
to Hakal, It slew Hida Kuroda, the Crab Clan Chap
the battie where Daigotsu’s forces claimed a portion of
Wall for a shont time. Kyofu s eternally furlous that §
ed by @ Nezumi wamior in the aftermalh of the Rattdle of G
Lichl, when the Onist were hunled across Rokugan,
Kyoiu Is uniglic among the Onlsu die (o the natune af k8
urrectlon. Rather that grant the onl a new physical r’i:nmiF W
Dalgotsu summoned Kyolu back from Yume-do, he pla
demons spirit within a pivpsical host: the undead form af|
Kurada, The bwo now co-exisl wilitn the same by, AL
with Kyoiu in control. Unknown to anyone, however,
tune Emma-O aided Kuroda in dominating thelr shared i
and Kyolu bas been imprisoned within thelr body for yeas:

HAKAL THE ONISU OF DEATH,
MIGHTMARE OF THE PHOENIX

N § Earth: 5 Fire: 4
Rolis When Attacking: 5 Riolls For Darmage
TH to Be Hik: 30 Wounds Per Wound Leve

Speciak Carspace §. By ‘coking wto 3 person's eyes, Hakas ras
the poauble wavt in which that person wail die. Telling 2 persos
srforraton =as 3 lendency 1o cause thern ta act irrationally, andie
ofien bring about the etact eircumstances veen in the vision -

Cresturss or persons of Inssght Rank 1 of lower are yla
by Hakai's touch. Other targets must make an opposed Eart
apainst Hakal or immediately suffer 4k4 damage. Haksl &
press this llﬂ.ll:.rﬂ it chooses 1o do so

Hakal can fly 2t twice its nommal movement speed,

Hakai can attack twice per round. f

Haksl can project its spirt into the body of any goblin, of
Talnted human. taking complete centrol of the host's actions.
possessing @ host, Hakal's mental Tralls remaln the same,
adopts the physical Traits of the host. Hakai's body hlml"l'i g
durlng possession. If the host Is killed, Hakal's spirlt Insta
turns ko (ts body.

Hakal can cast elemental spells as a Rank 5 Isawo shugy
no Affinity or Deficiency. It may also cast mahe spells a5 2 K
mahe-tsukal, and knows all maho spells a3 Innate Abilities=
does not require scrells to cast elemental spells, but docs NOE|
the berefis of having —mam 25 Innste Abilithes

Leader of the Onisu and Daigotsu's trusted assassin, B
fearcd even by its commides. S0t even demons can die. Da
ghves Haleal iai-rml..mﬂunhmlmuﬁm arely &
fiering with it= purssite, Haleai is the second most PEOCERES
Onisu after Fushin, = result of the destruction i nRkeasss
the last Test of the Jade Champion a decade ago.



¥ a
-

oy THE ONISU OF CHAOS,
«f OF THE UKICORN

Earth: 4

Firc d Water: 1

fiolis For Damage: TkS
Wounds Per Wound Level: 15

. j-m!“"%biﬂ desubled for the pur-
fts moseere (1607 per round]) 1t can sdopt
fack posture afer running full speed with ro peraky
can attack twice per round.
'_ ; bory plates chick together, croating a terribhe sound
i B0 must meke an oppased Willpower roll apainst
& target fails, he behaves completely at random for
ere (& 3 fifty percent chance that the target does noth-
erwise the GM decides what action he takes. Targets
ﬂpwa roll against this effect every round they re-
. Muchitsula can suppress this ability at will,

L
& Unleom, Muchisujo is a creature of coniradic-

ore violent and destructive than any ather Onlsu
*iJm.-].'cr can be as eloquent and clever as Hakal or
1 the occasion demands.

1M1, THE ONISU OF HATRED,
AIRE OF THE L1~

. Earth=4 Fire: 4 ‘Water: &
an Attacking: 23 Rolls For Damage: 6k5
Hit: 15 Wounds Per Wound Level: 10

Blities: Carspace 7. Creztures bitten by Nikushimi must
ol wi. TH 20 or be zSiciec with a mrstecal diease
ational fear Amyrring that sven remote’y theeatens the
5. This effect may be cured wits appropriale spels
Lo e reat.

b attack three times per round  Creatures struck by

Mt makee &0 Earth rod v TH 2% of temporarniy
immunity to fear they may have for a number of days equal
i their Earth Ring (miramum 1}
ars & strong resemblance 10 the Teuno, a result
wisters' invalvement with its creatien. Mikushimi
Onisu, and the interaction between the Teuno and
of Lion hatred that they were creating resulled in
ture that combined the power of an Onlsu with
rage of a Tsuno. Nikushimi is considerably more
e ather Onlsu, and is redervedd by Dulgotsu for the
i exploive situations.

HE ONISU OF LARCENY,
E OF THE MANTIS

Fire: 4 Water: 5

Rolls For Damaga: 63
Wounds Per Wound Lewel 25

i Carspace ¢ Secnzai can attack hwice per round.
ot T lllhlﬂ--n-w:::-mc Willoower ral wi= ary ndwidus!
0% W successfid, Seemozai can make the target succumb
€ Metgs of greed, avasice, and cunotity The target must
- he perteives a5 desirable includng materisl goods,
¥, OF even the cormpary of arother. The target becomes
{

wiolent if deflected fram his objective, sitacking even supeniors o
lifebong friends. The target may make an additional opposed Wil
pormer toll ance per Rokugan hour to try and break froe., with Settozal
gaining a cumulative +5 to ity Willpower roll on the vecond and all
subseguent Willoowss iolls

The Mantis Onisu is a conniving, wretched creature hilked with
avarice and emvy, It Is poticeably smaller than the other Onfw,
a hideous. imsect-likoe vision that resembles 2 misshapen mantis.
The creature avobds the other Onisw, bitter that thelr embodied
sins are 50 much more prevalent than that which it pepresents

Youueo, THE ONI5U OF DESIRE
MNIGHTMARE OF THE CRAKE

Alrz 5 Earth: 4 Fire: & Waler: 4
Agility &
Rolls When Attacking: 8%4 Rolls For Damage: 6§31

TM 1o Ba Hit: 40 Wounds Per Wound Lovel: 25

special Abilitles: Carapaca 5, Yokubo may fly at three times its normal
movement speed, Yokubo can attack twice per round

Yokubo may make an opposed Willpower roll against any Indi.
vidual withitn 100°, If Yokubo is successful, that individual s over-
come with desire for something they covet. This can be an object
or an ides, such as o prestigious appointment, but is most aften
another individual. The target will do anything to obtain the item
of his desire, including violence. This effect lasts for a number of
Rokugani hours equal to the amount by which Yokubao's Willpower
roll exceeded the target's

fokubo is perhaps the single most disturbing Onisu for a samu-
r2l to face. because desire s far more dificult to control than
most sine. The creature b devious and manipulative in a way
that its beethren are not. It mecks ks opponcnts befote destroy-
ing them, delighting in their suffcring.

The Shadnwpd Tower

The conspiracy known as the Shadowed Tawer al onee encapsi-
Tateed aall that was perfect and all that was fawed within the Scor
pion Clan. 1t was the carelully kept secret, hidden from almost all
Scorplon, munaged by a handful of samurai who belleved they
were serving the greater good. On the other hand, its members
employed means that even the basest samurad would decry, and
they sacrifices] pawns without hesitation, weakening thelr clan In
the pursult of thelr personal goals.

The Shadowed Tower was created by Bayushi Atsukl, a bril-
fiant manipulatos whe returmned to the mortal realm through
Oblivion's Gate, Atsuki had once been a mastermind behind
the Gozoku. a political body that usurped the Empenors power
and ruled Rokugan from behind the throne. Upon his return
to the mortal workd Atsuki adopeed an alias. living among the
Scorpion as Shosuro Furuyar while plotting his retum 1o power.
Recopnizing that he woukd require substantial resources o re-
build the Gozoku, he settled for 2 stopgap measure and built a
subwersive movement within the Scorpion Clan.
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Atsukl bepan by careiully locating a small number of Scor-
plon who had reservations about their Champlon, Bayushi
Yajire. Yollro's reputation as an honest man was anathem: ©
some Scorpion, despite the obvious differences between Yojlros
reputation and the execution of his dutics. Atsuki brought these
Iewlividuals topether and formed a group that was willing to do
vhatever was necessany fo retum the Scorpion 1o their rightful
duties: manipukating the Empine irom the shadows.

It s 2 testament 10 Atsuki's incredible powers of manipulation
that he comvinced several comrades that mako was an acooptable
tool. One of his principal apents. the talenied shupenja Bayushi
Ogura, discovered amd eradicased a Bloodspeaker ocll amd con-
fiscated their materiale. Among them, Ogura found a new ritual
methodology that would permit shissenja 1o use mabo without
obtaining the Taint in any real quantine This information was cx-
acthy whai Atsuki required to further his personal objectives, and
be implemented the practice immediaely. Through canciul and
limited wee of blood magic. the Shadowed Tower dramatically in-
creased ks power, influence, and resources in a short time.

Eventually, the Shadowed Tower's activitics came o the al-
tention of the Scorpion Icadership. Yojiro and his licutcnants
quietly began 1o investigale every lead, femeting out apenis and
foiling operations. Yojiro regarded the matter as such a grave
threat fo the Scorpion that he sccretly siepped down as Cham-
1#an and had his replacement., Bavushi Sunetra, masquerade as
him for monthe, This duplicity made it impossible for Atsukl 10
accurately predict the Champion's actions. Loyalisi males with:
[n the Towers ranks fed Sunetr information, and the Shadowed
Tower was crushed a short time after Toturi T teak the throne.

Linforiunately for the Scorpion, Atsuki predicted Sunetia's
sirlle, hiying been wamed by his yejimbo Bayushi Kamnan, a
tiple agent. Atsukl permitted the Tower to fall, and the Scorplon
to believe im dend, so that e might move an to rebullding the
Glozoki, uhlng the Tower's hidden resources.

Thee Shaclawed Tower's very existence s a closely guarded
secret, Many know that the Scorpion experienced some sort ol
internal confller, but onby a handful of non-Seorplon know the
full truth, The Scorplon are unwilling o admit to cutsiders that
such o schism existed, as lovalny s thelr greatest virtue. That the
Tower was able o operate in secret for so long. and that they
so signiicantly dominated the clan's interest for over a year, is
n blemish on the Scorpion’s honor that they will feel for genera-
Homs [0 come.

The Four Winds Era
As the conlliet of Toturl's heirs come= to a dose. the Shadowed
Tower I8 at the peak of its power. The conspiracy has grown
until it poses a penudne threat to the Scorpion Clan's keader-
ship, but lts poals remain a dosely poarded secret. Arsuki’s as.
serthon 1o his followers that they seek to restore the clan’s foemer
glory resonates with the Tower's members. They beliove that the
Scorplon keaders are weak. and depend 100 headly upon the
Emperors authority for direction. They advocate a retum to the
mote sinbaer Scorplon Clan that predated the Clan War, a clan
unafrakd 1o take risks and 1o seize any advantagc

Rarvushi Atsuld surmounts the Shadowed Towers hieranchy
like a mountaintop shrouded in fop. He genuinely believes in
the doctring he teaches 1o his subordinates, bul believes that i
Is an unreasonable goal. He belicves that Yojine will expose the
Tower to the Empire rather than allow it to overcome the clan as

a whole and become a threart to Rokugan. Atsuki regand
unforunate, but in the grand scheme of things It s unimpgs
The resources being cenarated by the Tower and his opes

— spugglers, blackmailers, information merchants, assas
and opium dealers — have already been funneled 100
tons. From these riches, Atsuki plans 1o nebulld the Q -..'._:
i1s former glonv, and eclipse the Emperor forever.

Organization
The Shadowed Towe: corspiracy phces the greatest po
emphass on seosoe 25 all conspiraches must Atsukd an
hardpiked lieutennts contol all operations through an
capanding wed of subordinales, the vast majority of whos
identify only hwo o three other members. L‘H'ﬂ'!.rait#d‘
Ir..u.l:nmi.:. are aeeare of their master’s true plans, as
Bayushi Kamnan and Eakita Munemosd, one of
outside the chan

Ironically. no Shadowed Tower leaders practice mal 3,
though they condone it among their subordinates. The
remain pure. and are constantly on the watch for ﬂﬂf
tives who may have become too embrdiled in thelr o
maintain their purty. Amy shugenjn showing signs ﬂ'__ El
immediately killed by his wolimbo, a Tower-appointed :-T 1
known among Tower opermalives as a Withess,

Centers of Power

The name Shadowed Tower implics the existence of a8l
hidden locaton from which the organlzatton’s leadership
with o ron fist, Like so much clse with the Tower, the nam
dellberate deception, Intended o confuse thase wha m
them out. Operatives are instructed o gpeak of the To
physieal location, when In fact the Tower actually ha
stronpholds secreted throughaut the Scorplon lands,
The Shadowed Tower's largest smonghald 1§ locat
Ryako Owarl Toshi, Largest city in the Empire. This dent
perfect for concealing the Tower, and the fremencdas an
money and illicit materdnls moving through the cliy
obvious chaice for a power base. Beyond Ryoko
tives tend 1o use small, forgotten lecations. hidden |
the public. Forgotten way stations, abandoped rulns
ous wars, outdated military outposts and the like ans €08
refuges for Shadowed Tower agents.

New Advantage

HAND OF THE SHADOWED TOWER
{6 POINTS) y
Your knowledae of cortain rare arcane practices ..'lhl
sl maho spells as Sompler me-Contuming fituals that &

nd Shadowlands Taint. Casting 3 maho spell in this m =
creases the time required by a factor of ten (Le. a spell
cast in one roand requires ten, a spell normally regul
hours requires reenty, exc ). Each time you cast a spell BE
mannet. Vou must make an immediste ‘.!.1|]p.u~crtd -
TN 25. i you fail, vour Void Ring is permancnthy redioes
1. 1 your Void Ring reaches O this way, you immduﬂr
Shadowlands Taint Rank equal to your highest Ring and bes
Lost, your characie: becoming an NPC under the GMs <€
This Advantage s onlv available to Shadowed Tower age
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1y POWDER: Despite the onder’s use of maho, the
knonT as Shadoweed Powder 15 thelr most Insidi-
The secret of Shadowed Powder's creation was dis-
shrough research (nro the rieual maha wechnigues the
. but it & not intrirsically linked 1o blood magic
. q be manufaciured withoor [t [ahhough maho does ex-
liic the process).

B bwed] Powles B5 2 fine powder that b odorless, tasteless,
e m]fb:.:l.‘:i‘_-‘ in Bquid. It can be miced with sake.
".ui-uu Yokl or any number of Bkt compounds. Amyone
e inests i dose (about a pinchi of powder suffers a -5 pen-
[  all Willpower Raw Trait Rolls and Earth Hing Rolls for a
ol ene iy, or until the poison is removied by other means.
d :'ﬂﬂﬂi af Shadowed Poveder have cumulative penalties.
enalty ks doubled if the subjectis alrempting o regist sotme-
sgonvincing therm to use more Shadowed Powder.

".;lpmd Poweler 8 very difficull o create, pequiring on
gt -l process and several rare hetbs il can anly
I"_;l'in certnin Scorplon provinees: The eliual that cneates
I8 pawicler 18 only tatight 10 those who possess the Hond of the

Shadowed Caress
oy LEVEL: 3

O Permanen:
FEFFECT: 2 tarpets {see descriplon)

:r'

e from secrets sioien from the Bloodspeakers. this
s the Shacowed Tower to mantain controd over the
plaint their operatives develon. By Lapping inte the e
of two obiects and ndividuals and mingling them, the
e casting this spell can cause the Taint e low from one

other.

bﬁ mrgeted as the recipient of the Taint. This
ell fdfers one Shadowlands Taimt Rank (rom the

Barget fnto the pure tampet. Talnted oblects may 88
e ora pereon. Tainted individunts may only be
;f.'«'ﬁ"“‘ﬂﬂﬁf'-‘rllﬂg the Tadn Jnea ancther ndividual, The
w belng Tainted Iy this spell need ot e a willing

Very full Rank of Taint a participant recelves from this
FRIng an additional Taim polnt as well. For example, if
With & Taint Rank of 3.0 were aeing completely purificd
b ?dl the “Tl:ir-i:n: af the Taint would galn a
ek o 1.3 rather thar: 2.0.

SENSEM Ratlses: The caser may Raise ofie 10
o one additiconial Tais fank

e K

bledd By transferting thelr Talot into another object,  §

The Steel Throne

Previoushy known 28 the Emerald Throne and the [ade Throne
the Steel Throne served as the formal seat for the Emperor To
turi | curing the entirety of his relgn. It was a icstament (o the
Splendid Emperors wisdom and gencrosity that he had the Jode
removed rom the ancient throne and presenicd it as a gilt (o
the Crab Clan, procladming that all in the Empire were expecied
o give of their jade to the sons of Hida as he hadl The por-
tions removed were replaced with the finest Kalu steel, ghving
the throne its current name

Shortly ofter Totuels death, o disastrous atempt by the Miva
to unire the Pour Winds at Winter Coure ended with the destrug-
tor ol g Pekkle no Ol within the confines of Kyuden Miyi,
The clowd of Tatnl thal always accompanies a Pekkles demise
settled on the Steel Thrane, cormupting I The court otfendants
were horrified, and the Winds went their separme wayvs. A short
time later, the thvane disappeared; the count comectly surmised
that it had been summoned to the Shadowlands by some sin-
ler power, perhiaps cven one awakcned
within it

—_——
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The throne remained in the Shadowlands untl the time of
Daigotsu's dhepe om Oosan Uchl. when i was retumed o the
Imperial twone mom as part of the Dark Loed's plan to resur-
rect Fu Leng. After Dalpotsu was driven away. the throne was
reclaimed and given 1o the Scorpion, who claimed ro have a
means of purifiving if. The radical separatis movenent within the
Scorpion., e Shadowed Tower, purified the throne by draining s
Taint irsto wnwiliine peasants. then placed poweriid but subtie en-
chantments on the throne that permitted them 1o sce and hear @
from alsr, shine them the perfect means 1o spy.on any new Em-
peror. These wards remained until the Rain of Blood [see Chapier
Twa), when the Empetors brother Sczam placed powerful new
wantls on the Imperial Palace and ihe throne, destroying all previ-
ous enchaniments.

The Stec] Throne is currently in the Imperinl Palace in Toshi
Ronbo, Emperor Totud 110, the Righteous Emperorn ses it as
Ihe cenlerpicor of his Imperlal Court, just as his father and dog.
ens of oither Emperors did before him. The malevolence that the
thrape once possessed hag Been purged, and it shows no slghs
al the strarge and sindster (melligence thot it demonstrated dur-
inyg its brief time in the Shadowlonds,

The Puwrified Steel Throne

Thie Emperors thnone has existed in one form or another for over
i thousand years, since the rule of the first Hantei. It has had
many names, but the sheer revenende it has evoked for so long
has led 1o an awakening of its spirit: the throne already pos-
sessed o rudimentary awaneness belore It was compted. The
throne automatically attunes itsell 1o the curment Emperor after a
short period 50 long 2= the new Emperor sits upon the throne for
at beast four howurs 3 &y lor ome month aner his coronation. The
theone confers +2 Intelligence. Awareness, Perception and Will-
powver on the cument Empesor <o long as he remains within chose
proxdmigy, typically within the confines of the Imperial Ciev

The Corrupted Steel Throne

Diuring its perind of comuption, the Steel Throne retained its in-
nimie abilities, ban with a skndster twist. In addition 1o s normal
bonuses, the Throne conferred upon any anuned 1ot the ability
to cast mahao as if they were maho-tsukal of School Rank equal
[es their Insight Raonk. The throne would attune itsell to any whao
spent o least one howr near it and could be alfuned to muliple
Inelividuals at once,

Read-Aloud Text

roughullt H'ds bﬁnk. Wl ﬂl.'lll Hnd text o be read
aloud formatted as f
ﬂ-‘ -R-

mﬂﬁsmirmd-nhﬂmmlmmm—

- aloud text, you would be reading 1t aloud. If you are read-

. qﬂ:&mﬂhutwm!hhﬂhmmd—-
aloud text. ‘

The King of Trolls

"Somctimes endings onen’T simple. Somctimes you'ne ol
ing wwhot coukd have pone Setter... "
— Top

“The King of Trolls™ is an adventure in six pans that ke
larpely in Ryoko Onvan and the Great Crater, in Linlcom
Events bepln in the wear 1159, just as the conflict be
Four Winids is beginning in eamest, and are divided
mijor puns. These Installments ane desipned so that
ture cnn be the major focus of a campalgn o run con
with ather major plots as the chamciers keep retum
mystery of the Ring of Trolls and the Cliy of Night, The ad
Inelally Involves the party with the Unlcom Clan, butas:
cover secrets left buried for centuries, the players' investig
will draw the attentton of many powerful men and women

Adct 1: The Troll’s Grave

SYNOPSIS
The characiers are Eroughs before the Unloom leadess ol i
(vt and asked 1o disceetly inspect a mountain-sined

Ing troll near the Seikcircn Pass. After waking from 155
mear Dragon [ands, the King of Trolls was only T'ﬂl.'lrr.m’
after it had destroved severnl villapes and smaller Cities. 1 L
unified in the [3cc of the enormous threat, the Linkoom, LS
and Scorplon Clans now find themselves in conilict @
should study the remsins. .
With tensions in Relupan high and the Whﬁry
warfare everywhere, the characters find themselves in
dle of three clans that cach hold a picce of the larper p
do nat trust one another. The Unicom wish (o minimize
curshon near the Great Craver by outsiders, the Scorplon
the King of Tralls is the key to some anclent and powesful
and the Dragon arc wary of waking the garganiuan b
agaln, The characters will ind themselves traveling betwes
agents (and possibly the strongholds) of thege three Clans
I ol g they will eventually atteset (e atlentlon
puertles — netably spies from the Shocowed Tower
ally, the players might find themselves contucting othe
far thelr advice, such as the Crab Clan (reparding th'-‘:
of tralls o peneral) or the Phoenix Clan (when they me
manner in which the beast is awakened and put down):



' .:he Great Lhﬂr.:r. whlv:h in turn
_ﬂﬁe:r chasing the beast, a Scor-
I Sefkod revealid hcr hiclden al-
an. {."—!g]ml] that knew the way

.]'_le FpeiE wns oo rmu:ﬁ
‘ﬂylpg_!_i_mmh e asked
i :

y Unlcum Clans.
rmd the beast

.nm:srjgut.

¢ l}lk-d.l ertied lhc EPEU'E
) mﬂel.f. The

niure beging with the PCs in Ryoko Owari, 11 the prowp
In the City of Stories and has an honorable repita-
*m'n: I:I'.'I'I'IIEIHLEI Ly the agenis of Shinjo Osema, gover
B 0t is possible a PC (or one chamcters dajmyo)
ing relationship with the Uricorn nobles, of the
ghude Linicom characters, In these situations, the
l b perform a favor fos their allies. Alwernately, the
hand-picked by Yaushi Hachi, the fledpling Emer-
0, bo dedl with the matier thot has arsen between
real Clans, Since Hachl is seen larpely as the pup-
itei Naseru, the players moy be chosen because of
“ h‘ﬂ}' low status or an existing relationship with the
timyo [making them unable 1o refuse the command),
egard for the Anvil (making them more likely to co-
ﬂ'l'm:re]-,r because (hey have already made an enemy
#nid Hachi s trying 1o step out of the Anvil's shadow,
V case, the Broup has been crdered to report to Shinjo
10 perform g duty for the Emerald M-lpmtﬂtﬂ The Goy-
= a8 Qsema is an efficient and obviously paranoid
- _'ﬁdtﬁ'us:m the characters as follows:

o o &

“1 i et o of necdless pheasantries, and Texpect you will ol
towe e example. There is precious little time o wasle on fomol
greetimgs. and ostenlatious dinners: You must isten carefully fo
whet [ om poing o tell vou, There s o lorge Tainled beast called
the et of Trolls that was aveekencd pear he Dragos mckanlains
and rmede its wany to the Greal Croler inocr e 10 was pid down
i o motier of days, Det 1 reached e Seikilsy Pass by crushing
every oulpost of civilization inits path. [ irus! [éo mot have (o m-
rress upok vau the spectocular speed and desiructive capability of
this... thing. .. 1o hove achicved allof [Ris i less thin o week. The
King of Troils was beaten, bul nol staln, Dy the comblred efforts of
the Dragon, Scarpion, amd Linicorn Clans.

it is dmpoctant thal yod undersiend: the combined efforls of
three Clans could anly refurn (his beast fo s slumber. Though
this troll Is pow desmgnl there B no tellieg whal awoke 3§ orif i
willl cwoken apain. This is wivens vour effionls ore meeded, somten,
There was o Scorpion shugermfo wiro scemed fo Rrow the seeeel of
returnipg the King of Trolls fo ity sleep, bt prelng such inform-
tiova jrom the Clar of Secrels regueines more e o we may have
al presept, Among the Dragon, there were bwo lattooed men who
were prescid wlen i awolie, They Rave stnce vandshed, fhely re-
furning to their mountain monastenys Finallv, since i now nests in
Lirtieorm terrilonyt, i flls upoi our Clar o investipare [fe maottr,
but we hove only ports of the puzzle toowark with,

The other clins hold e missing plecce, 10 is row vorrr fask to
oy those seorets from their clenched fists.”

LR

Beskdes the information he relotes, Osema knows [itle about
the incident or the creatune, He can provide a few helpful names
of those who were present at the battle against the King of Trolls,
Dsema regalls the Scorpion shunpeja as Rayushi Opura (71 be-
lieve Te hos a restdence here or at least stays here freguently
with @ member of his family..."). the commander of the Unicom
ferces as Mato Chen ("Lord Chen is ane of the Ehon's own gen-
erls amd s likely stll seeing vo the securlty ef the pass, unless
he has been called to some other dugy "), and that he was told
ane of the Dragon monks was none olher than Togashi Mitsi
{"Which is likely a rumor and nothing more. 1 And it doubtiul
that anyane who look Lo openly wandering the countryside dur-
ing the Clan War would be allve woday.™) Anyone even mildly
interested in court palitics knows Bayvushl Ogura o be the son
of the Imperial Chancellor,

Osema urges the characters o Investigate the Diagon or
Scorpion Clans, He mentions that a dispute has arisen in the
matter, because Togashl Mitsu stll carries o crystal sword that
belongs to Bayushi Opura, [t seems the sword 5 an heitloom
pagsed dewn fom Opura's ancestor, and It was not returned
after it was lent to the Dragon 1o eombat the King of Trolls,
Osema s well aware of haw jealously Mote Chagatal puards the
secrets of the Greatr Crater and the Cily of Might that was found
beneath |t — making it unlikely that even a group of Unicarn
charasters venturing inta the area will be logked upon faveralily
by the Khan. Osema will not compromise his honor or duty as
A magistrate by lying 1o the characlers or denving them the abil-
ity to travel 1o the Great Crater, He suppests that other lines of
inguiry would prove far more froicul,
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GOLDEDITION

Ced 1o 2 moddest bt tasteful home

Characters can expect the full cooperation of the Governor
{and, in rurn, the city’s magistrates) so long as they do not bring
1eir role a< his agents. After there Is time for the char

shame o
acters 1o ask questions (though probing oo deeply about the
Creat Crater or other sensithve muliters Si0s up Uscma’s para-
nota), he dismisses them to perform their duty.

SCENE TWO: THE CRAB AND THE SCORFION
Almost immediaeely after leaving the povemnor’s cstale, the party
5 ;ﬁ't-.'u_—u_'n_._. bva boy weanng the cokors and mask of a Sooe-
plon samural. The boy, no more than chloven yvears obd, bows
decply before the group and effers a sealed parchment 1o which-
ever character [ooks mosl important. 11 IS an imatadeon o Lhe
house of Soshi Notsoo, a minor representative of the Scorplon
Clan in Ryoko Owarl.,

R

Estecmed agents of the Gowwror
News of the Unfeom's nvestipetion into the malter of the King
of Tralls has reached me only this morning, and [ wish to offer
you my full cooperation. | belteve you will wish o speak o niy
distont cousin, Bayushi Ogura, regarding his role In the malter, |
can arange such a meeting, and anvihing else within my poiver,
If vou so wish. Please horor my home with your presence if you
reguire anvihing.

— Somdri NotsLo

ceow

The voung messznger awsiits the chamcter’s response. de
vering it to his master or escorting the PCs to Natsuo's small
cstate if they 50 request.

I the characters with 10 speak with Nasuo directiv, an 2
rangemen the messempeT wWhioks H:.-.:ﬂuJ'.' T OUTIECS, ..."hc:'_-; are
n the Scorplon sscion of
he Citv of Storkes. Characters familiar with Ryoko Owari know
Natsuo's repatation a5 a recluse who makes only occasional
ctions. Like mary Scorpion

appearances al the cily’s social

shupenfa, he keeps his home dark, but lights additdonal lamps

ot the first slpn of ditcomion (rom one of the characters
Matsuo personally preets the PCs

at the door (even i the characters
come much later than the (nitlal

[nvitation... or al an odel
howr... or any hour ab

all}. He lwvites them In and ensures thelr comiorn, asking T
pecd more of wer pillows o sit upon. WAarmeT O Cooles
and so or. The first time one of the characters makes ool
usual eQuUest as a joke, such as an exceptionally cxoticys
buming o rare incense the character likes, Matsuo will pe -
the lem in question immediancly ¥
Once the foemalivies and social nkceties anc out of ithe e
cooret than that i the characters insist at all on ﬂm _
— Natsuc thanks them for answering his message 50 pamy
{even i ir's davs laterl. He offers to answer anmy ques
characters may have reganding the Scorplon’s role in the
of the King of Trolls, though he admits that his acco I
secondhand from his cousin Opura. He knows that (O
thie dercendem af Asako Gohim, the Phoenix scholarswhe
his life In battle two hundred vears ago when the Kingof
awolke 1he first time. Gohim's heir was fostered to higeg
1o the fight. & maglsate named Bayushi Selko (the pop
mor that Gohlra was in love with Seiko s false, but onel .
shones ameweny], and thus e sedret al the Troll Kings o
wia guarded by the Seorpion.
Meisua conlinms that Togashl Mg wis Indeed apthe
recent bartle against the beast, as wis Mitsu's student
He also Inslsts that Ogura has nothing but praise forth
corm and Dragon that rallied behind him in the conflict:
miilters i b0 seiting up a meeting with Ogurs, the scene ,.‘
terupted by the announcement of a visitor from the Eﬂh.
The anpouncement s in um interrupted by the Crab ink
thort, pushing past the senant and stating 1o accuse N
of several things, net the least of which 5 the their of ot
Crab'’s property
Things fapoer 50 quicaiy that the Urab’s actual wonds
be heand a8 ammed suarde rush ingo the room (o stand b
their masier and the intruder. who s a Kunl witch § rm
his appearance. The confrontation docs not become vio
the Kuni continues to harl accusations of thievery, cove
a miunder, and cther unsavony taks usually atrriboted 5
plone. Matsuo endures the tirade with a forced smile us
Kuni is Binally removed
Watsuo says only that the Crab was Kunil Hirofl, a wilch
ef and the siudent of another Craly that was kdlled in the
against the King of Trolls. Canny players will notice that's
the first thime anyone had mentioned the death of a witch h
— and IS certainly. a detail |I1-r|1 would be foollsh to ove
s mentioned (o Natsuo,
had not asked him about i, and says that he &'t (rying 1
anything. Unfortunately, the gregarious Sosh| knows [1rtle
the matter firsthand and has nothing o add about that pa
lar wletodl. After the interruption, MNalsuo quickly cha
tople back to amanging a mecting with his lustrous
Fortunately, savs Marsio. his cousin b8 o anlve In Ryoko
tomamow, and Matsuo will make sure they meet him SS58
as possible o
When the chamciers keave Natsuo'’s home, “# i
Kuni Hiroji waiting patienily for them outside_ IR
proaches them, much .:i:h—;-— than he was previoushy. Jl'li
for 2 moment of their time_ If the characiers agnoe 10 BSSESES
rofl ghves the rollowing explanation




"o

&mﬂﬁﬂ {rvestipetion. clcwlated Hough this cily fur
thatt ATty pifter scraps of gossip, but 1 had not befieved
o bl iy o wrap himselfaround yaur hearts so guick-
there is mo excuse for my befavior eariter; but belleve
say theer Matsera desgnses ma hetter. He s his cousin®s
mn Teckew af a mran whe fias been urder fnvestigaiton
me | ?:m Oh yies, the revered e of the tattle opalest he
f Tralls was beirtg investipaied Ind my master on suspiclon
o, Kuni i was my teacher and a man of Jawless per-
m_.__m chose fo Investfpabe someore, i was only a malfer
¢ his susplelons were proven rght, The onfy ting
ald stop Jurii-sama 1as geath... o fefe thad come ol oo
.?" Begen hils scretiny :_."..EE__._ Q. T._.E cuifed

_a_“_..,___u find fils __Ea:_ __h_EE.F_ ;_.ﬂ 5: vies did all ﬁ____,___a
o [y not be as wise as my former masten bl it
aﬂ__ Malsuot p.r:___.. are ,_._,“_E___v__E_.. :_:E,_; [ cun-

LR

hmﬁﬁ. the King of Trolls, Hirofi admits he knows nath-
it the matier, His eacher wos Investigating E..:E_ no
Hiroll adds that the Crab's knaw
far s he knows, refer to a beast such as the EEN
n_._n_: Hiroji's only connection to the matter is in
I8 masters ___,._....:ﬁ__r..u.:,..._: into Bayushi Ogura, and
Gl i funii's death to have been murder. He premises to
iy way e can, but he aléa warns them noet (o
th his own duties,

LHREE: THE FIRST STEP

i s have three choices of where [ po Lo starl Jooking
52 the Scompion, the Dragon, of the Unicorn. All three
E: representatives in Byoko Owarl, which would
._ Hum—nm_ step In gelting the information they want,
[HETers have allics in any of the clans, it may speed

B in speaking with the Scorpion i clearly to ques-
15hl Opura, 7 the characters have already spoken to
am here it is simply a matler al waiting for Ogura 1o
the cliy. If the characters do not speak with the Soshi,
?.E ‘the Chancellar's son conatanthy accupied with
at the characters do nat have the clout 1o intermupt.
,E_u_._n be directed o speak with Cpura's bodypuard
yushl Katal, who was nowhere near the incident.
u._ﬂ____. hit L how odd It was that Opura was trave]-
h dangerous com pany withaout his yolimbo, a fact that
uw.n_.Tw# 0 pass off without explanation. In truth, at
tall was helping Sashi Natsuo turn Kuni Junjl's home
uhile the witch hunper was owey. Characters with the
S0mlght be able o plece topetber hints, but without

m"n.d___ the bBest conclugion th eyt can reach is thal
et behind for a specific purpose,

When the chamctens do meet Opur, he i polite but ferse.
He recounts everything that has aleeady been sald — the King
Trell was awakened in Dragon lands, he rode with the Dragon
ancd kKuni Junji and used Rt ancestors maghe 1 pul the Beast
down. He naturally does not mention murdering lunji or the
tact that the spetl he used s Kokulin magle, nor dows he contra-
dict the group if they mention the beast being Tainted, The one
thing Opura does mentlon without prompting s the crystal Blade
passed down to hime from his ancestor, He asks the chamcters
that, i they hnd Mitsu, they see about getting [Cback from him,

THE DRAGON

Teacking down the ise zumi may seem a dounting task for thoge
uniamilar with the Dragon. Representatives of the Dragon Clan
dao not know the exact location of Topashi Mitau, remarking
that the man is a wanderer by nature. 11 the party bs determined
enough 1o ey and travel fo Deagon lands in search of him, they
are unlikely o pet further than the outer castles. Ouisides an
hardly ever admitted to the High House of Light, where the tal-
teaed manks study their arts, and the Dragen insist they do nat
krow Mitsw's location, Ti asked about the Eing of Trolls, (hose
in
the Kings awnkening, bul he §5 a1 his eachers side (and thus
unaccounted fork As I frequently the case with the Dragon,
the characters will find themselves stymied until they ask (he
right question: why dees Mitsu sl carry Ogura’s crystal sword?
The answern, of course, 15 that bMitsa would only keep il if he
infended o use It

Given enough time, its possible that word of the group's ine
vestaation can cause u:_.._.u.mv_.__ NALSLLD o Comie 1D _."._.,ﬂrﬂ L.
[T 80, Matsuo seeks oul the charcters o explain that he and his
master. Mitsu, are also seeking answers 1o the questions lefl by
the Troll King's sudden avwakening ond defeat, Me fnfomms them
that Mitsu is near the scens of the baltte and would be plad to
asgist the PCa.

THE UNICORN

The obwvious place o el first-hand Unicorn testimony 15 the
military encampment af the Seikitsu Pass. As the characiers are
under the command of a Linkcorm and the incursion threatened
the Unicom's borders, the Unicom Clan is much more coop-
eratlve than the Dragon or Scorpion. Mone of the witnesses of
the conflict are in Ryoko Owari, but Unicorn MPCs will likely
recopnize the charncters by sight or nome onee they are com-
migsioned by Shinjo Osema. Though the party must leave the
ity ta pel Information abut the King of Trolls from the Unicom,
they s
research effort using the Unicom's Bbrdes might Bear Tnodt
Though no known histories record the facts that the King of
Trolls 15 untainted or that Bayushi Setko had o Zakujin ally,
characters attempting Lore: Histony or Lore: Shadowlands rolls
o dliscerm mone alout Asabko Gohire's encounter are lkely @
pather several missing pieces of the puzzle. A roll of 30 or bet-
ter revedls that there 15 no recorded source for thee spell used w
return the King of Trolls 1o its slumber. Characters combing the
histores for clues on how o deal with the Eing of Trolls may
roll Intelligence/dnvestipation: a roll of 20 reveals that the King
of Tralls did not come from the Shadowlands, and a foll of 30
or better reveals that the King of Trolls now rests in almost the
exnet spot where It awoke two hundred years ago.

NOIEIAT a1o5H
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When the characters decided to leave Ryoko Owar to nves-
thate the Unlcorn seldiers and the body of the Bing of Trolls In
persan, they can be given a small honoer guard i they request
. Such an escort dissuades [one or opportunistc bandis, bul
ey well create a Binget for ambitious and organized criminals.

Act 2: The Nature of the Beast

SYMNOPSIS

Omnee the characters reach the site of the fallen King of Trolls, it
ecomes clear that the investigation is not as simple as trving
e get the Drigon, Scorpion, and Unicorn ta communicale. In
addition to the generally mwsterlous nature of the Troll King.
the party is stymied by the Khan, wha initially refusies to let the
charactees pet near the Troll Eing. While the charmcters attempt
to piece together the sparse information they have olready re.
ceived and devise a way to circumyvent the Linicom Champion,
matters become complicated when two outside farces are ne-
vealed to have taken an interest in the matter — the ancient

race of the Fokujin, and the agents of the Shadowed Tower of

the Scorpiom,

SCENE OME: THE BODY OF THE TROLL KING
Omee the characters make the journey to the Seikitsu Pass, they
are greeted with open arms by the Unlcom guards, The com-
mander of the forces, Moto Chen, s brave and intelligent, but
he |s not fond of the idea that a beast the size of a mountain is
aleeping In tereltony he must defend. The characters can speak
with Chen at thelr earliest convenlence, though they may wish
to Lok o moment to clean up ar rest after the long journey. After
staying at the Unicom oulpost (which is on the southwestern
eddoe of the Tass), any character with the Way of the Land Ad-
vantage relevant to the area spots that the King of Trolls must be
the glgantle farmatlon pear the porthermn end of the pass.

bote Chen dees not carry himsell with the sevene attitude
noemally atteilbmed o bis fmily, bul neither is he particularly
jovial, He s dedicated oo his duty, and rlght now thar duey is
lirerally overshadowed by o threal that, for all he knows, could
arise al amy moment, Chen's account of the battle 15 from the
ground when the King of Trolls made its way toward the Beikitsu
I'ass and started slaughtering any seliders that got In lts way.
Traditienal weaponry seemed able to picrce the things skin,
but had no effect. The few shugen|a that occupy the area found
their abilities likewise uscless against the giant, though Chen
thewrizes thal there may not have been enough of them, Char-
agters may make an Intellipencetnvestigation ol (T 300 or
raw Intellipence roll (T 35) to reallze that the Selkiisu Pass
did not exist the first time the Troll King rampaged throuph the
Empire, making it unllkeby ICknew the pass was there.

If asked about it {or on an InvestipationIntelligence roll at a
T of 25} Chen mentlons that the monster's advance slopped
onee it pot close ta the Crater. The Unicomn general orginally
reasoned the combined efforts of the Linicorn and Scarpion
armics had checked its advance. However, after reexamining
the zcene In his mind, he recalls that the Intervention of the
Linicorn forces and the arrival of the Scorpion came afler (he
Troll King had already slowed.

Chen can alzo All the characters in on what happened &
the Troll King was put down: nothing, The Scorplon reh
ti thelr lands, the two Dragen monks vanished, and tys |
turned Into stone in mere hours, Wnicom sentrics pﬂuﬁ
Bocly repularly, albeit at a distance. Since that fime, som _
trles have reported ghosts and spielts haunting the are
rone of these reports can be verified. (These Agures .':m”j 4
thie Fokujin shaman, Zgkel, and Togashl Misu, who is at
ing to comer kol and speak with him.)

I the PCs ask 1o see the body of the Troll King, Chen sppass
that they wait until moming, at which time the characterss
eecarted under heavy guard 1o the gigantic beast. At th
several facts can be determined: i

I

ot
|.
i

e An Intelligence/Tnvestigation roll at TN 25 neveslss
the Trall King's body has uemed inta a mock of a |;L1
slrueiir :|||¢I color [han anything else in the aveq.

» A shugenfa otlempting o Sense or Commung I‘! th
spirits in the area finds the Earth kami greatly wenke
and tecrified. In aneas whene the Troll King's body cor
contact with the pround, there are no Earth kami at

»  The beast fell while feing, and likely heading towi
center of the Great Crater.

*  The Troll King iz not Tainted.

Characters attempting te leave the immediate area to i '
tipate are stopped by the Unicorn guards. Chen has
the soldiers to make sure the chaneters don't wander; (or
own safery, but also to keep them out of the Clry of Migh
puards might be persuaded (by the characters anempting
gett their authoriby or merely apply same charm) [o allow
b Jeave the area, but all attempts 1o approach the Greabcr
are forbidden. :

SCENE TWO: VISITORS
Once the characters return 1o the Unicom outpest, they
difficult to speak with Meto Chen agalin. Chen knows ¢
actors will likely want to gat into the Crater after coming
same coneluslon he has — the Troll King was looking for
thing or someane in there, He knows Moto Chagatal wou
want anyane rear the excavatlons there, Finally, he
want the characters outsmarting him or atherwise trapp
Inta letting them go to the Crater. S [ong as the char
focwsed on frying to meet with him once again, they aren’
anywhere, which Is just fine.

While the characters are iftemping 1o deal with ChErr I
are approached by either Zokal ar Togashi Mitsu for bath
rately, glven enough time). Zgkol turns up §f they have
more Ume poking around the body of the Troll King
anyihing alse, If the characters have been inguiring @0
whereabauts of Mitsu since thelr arrival at the Pass (or ifl
arcived with hMasuad, he comes o them first, ;




2 mrobably the most farthright persen the characters
;:uunlﬂ"'-"‘l since the Beginning of their joumey, The
e sure hie s not seen by the Unicorn guards, though
avert attempts to sneak arund, He fills in any de-
¢ the conftict they have nat learned yet, and adds a few
w probably hive not been able 1o learn from any ather
Aitsu reveals that the spell that was used to return the
et b slumaber was given to Asoko Gohiro by o Eokujin
7okl the same Zokufin who reemerged when the beast
| does mare than just put the creature inta a deep
t separates the Troll King's split from ts body, though it
here the spirft §s held prisener. Mitsu has remained
n order tofind kol and get more informatlon (rom
the Zokujin has eluded the monk. Characters might
the Zokujin has not Just left the area If Mitsu keeps
i Mitsu believes the Troll King may be somehaw
o Zakol or the whole Zokujin mce. Mitsu s deter-
yrnearby untl he discovers the connection.
approaches the characters | they are alone, and

S to a4 character who seems mast Hkely to preet him
wlalon or hostility (2 shugenja is the ddeal candi-
A Mitlsu. he has remained [ the area since the Trol)
efeal, but his natural affinity 1o the earth s made him
y [mvisible. What kol reveals (o the characters might
far them o believe at first, but Zokujin have enor
nce and he explaing |t as many times as necessany.
ireamble, Zakol tells the characters the following:
G066
Jike my people tomeddle in the affairs of other races, bul
.I-'. we iing of Trolls has deficd our wish ta remaln apart.
Het Ehﬂl‘,‘i! that your Mitsn and Ogura put down s no
aiure emsfaved by the will of a dort pod, When rae-
coming o s ol these Tamds, we remalied aparl,
stlll constdered (helr equals, Durng this tme, many
e Bl o ity In these very moenlains, @ clly wour
have found. The Zokujin race lent thelr strength o
i the Trofl peee, as did the Kitsy race — though
0ff thhese Kilsi were to e trusted, The Kitsu purged thelr
hose wha sought fo pervert the city, and these beasts,
5Lino, were Banished from the realm we dwell in. The
aded with the other roces to intervene on their behaif,
alls were the first to demounce them, and the other rmces
« Though the Tsuro were Banished, evenialiy My
ay o influence this world again, and sent thetr most
AEESICErers 1o refum and recloim what they souehi in e
= the poiver within the city. They found, to their angen
sithou built wards agoinsl such o doy, They could nof
e ancient place. What they could claim, however,
thgeance, | do nol know what patn they broteht lo
BV never forpol what they perceived as the treachery
They hunited the Trolls and cursed them with thelr

Tiwtsted tn Moy, spiett, ond mind, these Trolls wiere lesser beas!s
raw - they are whal vou see today, ond imany of them have since
teen touched by the corropled ehild of Sun and Moo When the
Tsuo found the Troll leeder, Sichi, they cursed him with enor-
mous strength and size, warping his conrection o the splrits of
stone so that he drew endless strength from the carth by destroving
it emerpy. The Tsunoe vsed him as o guardian; if they coubd mol
recloim their cily, they would have this Troll King guard i undil
theye cofel. The Tauma senl Sfchls spint fooo ploce of tontere and
madress, so thal when he is awakened, he desires only destruc.
o,

I xaye this fo vou now becowse e tire Lo free Sichi's spiril hos
come. M bocy B once agaln close lo where the Tsune hove hownd
his splelt, and Bis spivit has been foreed back fnto thal place of tor
ment. [, found el T eowld not work the magic foimposon (e
great tero'’s spirlt in such a place, tul T eould not stend by idly s
e rovaged vour people. Now, though... now, we con see o great
g mghted, Decpr within the city of predn covstal below this
grovmd Mes the Trofl King's prison — a prison the humans have
foudrnd bt do nel comprelend. A man somed Shem-Zhe has been
studying il for months, and it is ke who awoke the Troll King o
secodd time, To distiich the peison agaln wowld cause the same
restalt, ol 01 is hardly the only thing the Tsuno ploced to awaken
Sichi from his toermenl, There are sfores, scallered throughoul
these mouniodng, They are wards that, once distiched, will catse
the guctrclicin o s apain,

& & &

Ppkol refterates his points if the PCs ask questions, but has
na more information he is willing to give them. Once the char
acters are done asking guestons, he cocks his head o (he side
as il fie has heard a far-off nolse, bids them farcwell, and meles
inlo (he prownd.

Maturally, some characters will react (o this quite differently
from others. The most obvious stumbting block 1s whether ar
not to trust Zpkeol. The chameters have just been told the molls
arei't ereatures of Fu Leng, and that the Troll King 15 actually a
cursed hero of an anclent race, by a green geblindocking craa-
ture that just disappeared Into the pround. Those unfamiliar
with pre-Rokugani history or the nature of the Spirit Realma
may find the situation almos| Impossible 1o grosp. Even those
who understand the nature of the Kitsu, the Zokujin, and other
races might balk at the [dea that Fu Leng didn't create the trolls.
If the characters speak with Togashi Mitsu at amy point after
meeting Zakol, the tattoced man vouches for e Zokujin's reli-
abiliny and cautlons the parcly not (o dismiss its wisdom,

Characters may also entertaln the option of eporting what
they heard and saw ta Chen or anyone else. The reactlon fo
such a story fs somewhal predictable, though Chen merely jp-
nores the tale (after he hears about it through intermediaries
= he continues 1o aveld the characters) and leaves the charac-
ters fo their business.
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SCENE THREE: FRIENDS IN THE SHADOWS
Zgkol's story supeests that the party should find a way into the
Clty of Nighc Fortunasely for them, once they retum to the Linlk-
com outpost where they are staying. they are approached by a
mcsenger om the Soorpion Clan camying word from Ryolo
Orrari. Bayvurchi Sanji introduces himsell 0s o representative of
Bayushi Opura. who has come to inspect the King of Trolls now
that he has had a chance o rescarch his family's archives on
the matier

Of course, the Linkcom forces are none 00 happy about
Opura’s presence. bul they can hardby refuse the zon of the Im-
perial Chancellor who heroically brought dovwn the Tioll King.
Maoto Chen staps trving to distract the characiers so he can keep
Oigura from snoaping sround. Guarnds are reassipned to covel
the southern part of the pass and take up poesitlons all around
the King of Trolls, The only place the Unlcorn forgel W caver
Is the Crater, a fact that Ogura and Sanji are counting on. The
Chanecellar's som arglves with liede fanfare ot the head of a small
epcort, and the party becomes all but Invisible 1o Mata Chen's
soldiers as they focus on the Scorplon,

Sanji tums up Just a few hours after he and Opur arrive, He
has a document from Moto Chen glving the Scorplon permls-
sion to nvestigate the area of the Great Craler, and permission
to take the PCs with them as guards. Sanjl made Chen agree o
allow the party to escort him. as Ogura would be well served
by their assistance. Since the party was already trying 1o et
in. he considers it a beneficial situation for all. Asked how the
Scorpion woukd know the paity would be bamred from the Cra-
ter. o how they managed to pet such cdénmnoe in shont order.
Saniji beeezily assures them that the Unkoom's paranoi about
the Crater is well known. and reminds them of Opora's powerful
paditical connections.

I the characters refuse to atsist Sanji, he denmigrates their
scnse of duty and leaves them 10 thelr own devices. I they agres,
then natumlly Sanji insists they lene as soon as possible

SCENE FOUR: INFILTRATORS

The pany apprsaches the Great Crater and is met by an out-
rider emerging from the excavation slie. What jew know, and
this reveals, Is that there has 10 be a large encampment within
the crater. presumably oocupied vy the Unicom. When the out:
rlcler meets the group, he demands (o know what business they
have and on whese authony they think they can approach the
glte, The PCs have a chance o introduce themselves befone o
lsared and superior San]l says, "Tell your master Moto Vordu
that [ am here on Bavashl Ogura's business, and my lord sends
[tls repards.”

The outrider flinches at both Vordu and Opura’s names, and
wams the group (o stay In place untll he retums. Less than
twenty minutes fater. a small army of Linicorns emerges from
thee dip site, ot its heod the shugenja Horjuchi Shem-The, Moto
Vordu's assistant. Shem-Zhe |5 2 qubet, introspective ite man,
not esed 1o strangers. He patleys with Shinji and the: party fion
quite some time, attempting 1o find out what they know about
the Crater, the Troll King, and posaibly anything else connected
to the Cizy of Night. Shem-Zhe & not a deceptive man, but he =
trving 1o Bpure oot Just how much of the area he con sheowr the
jroup before they will be satishied with their inspeciion

While this comversation Is polng on, hidden agents of Bay-
ushi Opur move onseen imto the wnnels thay have been dug

below the Great Crater With almost the entire O
oW focused on Ceurz and the pliyers, the Inlilirators
) redmiande

Il the PCs ask about the Troll King's untainted natue§
origin of the Troll moe as told 1o them by Zigicol). the 558
shupenja conditionally confirms their information. By
Shem-7he i talking to the group, there is o momeny )
fram the Craer [tke 2 fire buming out of control. then ay ':
of aie Shem-The mmodiately rushes 1o I“I-ri...!.l];r'.“_ :
the juards. whils the other hall encircles the proup.

Act 3: The City of Night

SYNOPSIS
With the Clty of Night so close, the chamcters now fis
Investipgation thwarted becatse the Lnicom belleve
Irying to sneak into their guarded excavatlon siie, Tu
[raely believes having the Scorpion Clan pin ihe blan
situatlon an them s the warst of thelr roulsles, the Selkits
Is approached from the north by a small Llon army. As L
atlon around the Great Crater escalates, the Troll King be
wibr from lis slumber, elther awakened by the movem
Lion or the events that took place in the City of Nights

SCENE ONE: CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE *
Under guard, the PCs and the Scorplon are brought backs
southern oulpost amd hauled in front of Moto Chen. A=
be expected. this mecting is far less ¢ivil than the' 8
puands adcuse the party of trying to smeak into the Ciey
Barvusihi Sandl insisas that the characters assuned him o
Chen’s approncal to enter the City of Might, and he m -..-'
lowed them The characiers were aafully quick 1o
area as soon as the Unicom had their hands full with ol
tcrs, and Chen grudeinely asrees that the characiers han
doing nothing but trying to reach the Crater smﬂlﬂf
Il the chamciers put up a decenl defense of thelrk
actions, they find themselves a1 odds with the son r.i h
perial Chancellor and his servant. If the characters canng
themsehves oul of the hale Opura has dug for them;
the better. Ceura has 2 contingensy plan i they can
talk thelr way oul: Unicom puards will find a ﬂ-.'l:-l-'d‘ 1
hunter just Inslde the Crater. The 1sukal-sagasu’ nsls
ner lelea how he came to awaken there, The PCs remem
Hire|l, who looks as if he was close to an explosion or e
rubes are tattered and he s covered I paot, Ogura Lmie
“recognlzes” Hiroji as the man whom he had overhead
warl saying he would go ta any end to prove his masierss
im the Selkitsu Pass was the Unkeorn's [ault
T‘:h:ru!.gh the Linicorn and Crab are allies, Chen is 22
vy saluthon o this siruaton that doesn't involve ane
:un of the Chancellor or o party of magisirates ¢ :
Emeralid Champlon and the governor of Ryoko Owart. T e
may argue with Ogura, Chen, and Sanil on Hinofl's be
stands, he’s poing 10 [ace charpes of inespassing g and i
else would he have bern in the Cley of Might?). _-m.dﬂ 5
executed. Thoush Chen will not be dissuaded from &
a5 d“l: LI'IF'I..‘\-."I..JI in IPJ LISE 'I-C .I-L-u.n.,FK.".l. ..].."‘I'lu l‘fﬂlﬂ
10 leszen the man’s punichiment.



' TWO: ARRIVAL OF THE LION

2% the situatlon is being worked out, a scous from the nothe
el the Pass rushes owards Chen and delivers a quick
¢ without even aking the time o bow or kneel
e widen at the scout’s wonds, and he commands ev-
b stary where they ase while he keaves. Chen takes a few
him but leaves the majority to make sure no ene
later amother Unkom messenger i dispatched 10
i and demands the characzrs jollow him. Shem-Zhe
MCSSENRET 10 viouch that Aot Chen has command-
el prosence. However he a0 has his owm message for

= o
= .

coQ

ke of (he Lion soldicrs bas done something bo disturh
X Kngs slumber, somurnd. We <N Inowe too B of ine
tire Lo knony wehal has happened, bie! wow hine my ond
htt been disturbed in She Citv of Night since the Tl
g mondh ago. Even the incorsion: canlicr foday did
v irnspine awithin the ciiy, so only the Lion could v
L They have come goving thoy are feilffing their dorty o
Pl destrotng s foes — clalrming that the armibes of the
amd Unkcom have falled fo desinge the Troll King and
tothem fo doso. That inay be thelr reason, bt i they
the Seikitsu Pass from the Uricom's grasp, they will,
s e Lion are contoined, the Troll King’s awakening
Hﬂmﬂ. bt we must find the source of the beast's ram-
i Could It possibly be fooking for in the Clty of Night?

- K-N

G may remember what Zpkol told them; iF not, allow

e [ntellipence roll at TH 20 10 recall that the Zokujin
Sheme2he hod found the Troll Kings prison in the City
b Once that has been determined, the Unicorn shugenja
8 thint the party split Into fwo groups: one to assist the
it i keeping the Lion at bay, and one to follow him Into
il Might.

SCENE THREE: INTO THE CITY OF NIGHT
Characters wha follow the Lnicom messenger back to Moo
Chen should be the ones who have been itiching this whale
time to assert their authority as magistates. The Lion have
taken a war party Inte Unlcom lands., in direct viokation of tie
Emperor's edicts. The Lion argue that the Empenor forbade the
Clans o make war upon one anether: anly the Troll King ks
their enermy, but if the Linicom use o to stop them they must
respond i kind. The leader of the Lion foroes |5 the brash but
indelligent Matsu Atahiko. With no Emperor on the throne and
with an Emerald Champion who does not command respedt,
characiers who appeal o Amhilo’s seose of honor fare better
than those who thremten her with the wrath of a vacant Seeel
Theone, Should the situstion cscalate nte vickence, the Lion
armry charpes unhesitatingly strasohi into the heart of the Seikll
st Pass. The party docs not neocssamity necd to tum the Lion
away. but mus: delay them as Jons a5 possible =0 the second
froup can continue their trek through the Gty of Night

Characiers who jollow Shem-Zhe into the Ciry of Night ane
attacked by warriors from the shadows. These are T',.?ic.ll i
ja. sent by Bayushl Oeura 10 search the area for amahing tha
seems connecied 1o the Troll King: Ogum seeks to enslave the
Troll King. The assassins have insructions to ldll anvone else
who enlers the area around Shem-Zhes most recent fnd, and
then damage thelr badles so that It appears they were mauled
by some unknown beast, The group is ambushed two or three
(imes Belfore reaching the Troll King's prison,

SCENE FOUR:

THE SPIRIT OF THE KING OF TROLLS

Blehls prison 1s no elabore fall of eryvstal, but merely o room
roughly eut into the stone with. a darkened ol resting upan a
peclestal [n the room's eenter. From the arb, a glowing chain of
enetpy iethers o whimpering, sobblng creature thai 15 eurled wp
In the comer of the room. Shem-Zhe whispers that he found
this rosm just aver a month aga, but he could not determine
what manner of spirit hacl been chained hete, The ane time he
atlempted to communicate with it It vanizhed and the Troll
King awoke.

Zgkol appears from the ground behind the chamcters, say-
Ing that the time to free Sichi has come. Zghol could never find
the prison on his own, and thanks Shem-Zhe for doing so. The
Zokujin beging no cast a spell that he says will destroy the link
between Skchi’s spirkt ancd his twisted body, destroving the ocb
im the center of the mom. Shugent charsciers who

ask 10 assist can do g0, casting the spell as a riual

with the shaman and reducing fic casting time

\ The spell takes a full 10V pounds to complete

1 krwvered by one for each additional shugenja
1 participatine
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As Zpkool begins the spell. the group s once again sitacked
by agents of the Shadowed Tower — the dark splinter faction
within the Scorpion Clan o which Ogura owes his e alle-
gance. Tgkol warns that the conllict may awalken Sichi's spirit
vet again. and contnues his spell while the pamy fends off the
attackers. Each round that Zgkol is wounded canses the spedl 00
take an addinonal round o cast — i the comiat las= jor more
than 15 rounds, the Troll King awakens once more. Sucoess
results in the orb exploding in a flash of brilliant Beht. daring
everyone for o round. and causing the Scorpion agents 1o flee.

In the afermath. Fpkool and the spint of the Troll King ane
nowhere 1o be found.

Epilogue

Il the characters successiully free Sichl, his splrit |s free o wan-
der the Spirit Realms as he chooses, The Troll King may seck
out the characters to thank them for thelr part in his release. He
linds the ultimate fate of his rmee « corcuption and barbarism
— tae much o bean and he leaves the Realm ol Morials for-
ever I the Troll King is ance agnin pwakened, it falls 1o Bayushi
g b use his magie w once agaln seal the spielt of Slchl n
It toriuned slumber. He ottempis (o trap one of the characters in
the spell’s fatal effects as he did with Kunl Jun]l.

The Lion amy f@ils o capture the pass, presumabby thanis
to the party. If the charcters tuim back Matsu Atahiko’s fonce,
they are praised by Emerald Champion Yasuki Hachi for their
great deeds and offered positions as inie Emerald Magistzates
{current Magisitates receive promotions). If the Lion press into
the Pass. they are killed to a man, and ienslons between the
Lion and Unicom escalate. This lilure does not tamish the
characters’ reputationre. but Moto Chen and the Unicom do not
Il..\rgﬂ [

In any event. the party will have camed an enemry In the
Shadowed Tower — Bayushi Ogura — lor their interierence in
his plot 10 enslave the Troll King. Agents of the Tower will not
go out of their way to harass the characters, but any of the char-
acters (Incloding Scorpions) will find thelr dealings with Opura,
his allics, and many Scorpion difficult jor no apparent reason.
Kuni Hiroji is banished from Cral lands lor his crimes. which he
Insists were fabricated by the Scorplon Clan. Thouph the major-
Ity of the Crab believe him, they cannot leave him unpunished
In the face of condemnation from the Unicorm and Scorplan.
Irenically, Hirojiis eventually approached by the Kuraiban —a
dect of Yogo shugenja dedicated o hunting maho-tsukal. The
Yopo realize Hiroji's fall from grace was due to the Shadowed
Tower's manipulation, and thus the Scorplon feel somewhal re-
sponsible,,. and the Yopo are wiger o gain the expertise of a
Kuni-trained shugenfa for thelr efforts. Hinojl readlly agrees (o
share his secrers with the Yogo when they agree to aid him in his
quest for vengeance against Bayushi Ogura and Soshi Natsuo.

NPCs

BAYUSHI OGURA — RANMK 3 SO5HT SHUGEN]A

Ogura i an agent of the Shadowed Tower. a sect of 85
that empley mabo amd secet magh In an attempt (D ope
Scorplon Champion Bayushi Yojiro. The son of ﬂg o
Chanceller, Opurz is cbscssed with power and has thage
his lot with the Tower in a bid to gain cven more. '.

|'H'.lllll..'f..fl'1l SHEM-ZHE — RANK 4 |L|{HI SHUGH

The dalmyo of the Horuchi family is a small man mostice
able when he is in his librare. He a1 once fcars -.ll!d-li 'y .'
what the Unicom are uncovering in the City of Night.

KUNT HIROI — RANK 2 KUMI SHUGEN]A

Like mamy Witch Hunters, Hirojl is single-minded lﬁ 5.:'.
pase and lets few things get In the way, He 18 known througk
the Craly becaude of his masters reflected plory, '

MU ro CHEM {SEE PAGE 52 H]‘It CHEN'S § IﬂTIS'ﬂ

Chen |5 o talented commander but not skilled in Ihc
plomacy. A hunter and warrior by notune, he Iu.g[nd. |
pesition ar rom court. He sees the party's inl;rusbnl_l,E '
minder of evensthing he's avoiding.

SHINIO OSEMA — RANK 4 MOTO BUSHI

As the governor of the most corrupt ciry in Rokugamn, “
Inborn distnast of othess Fas become full-blown paranc]
his term began. However, he is a man of honor and IniS
and does et let anythng get in the wary of his duty.

SOSHI NATSO — RBANK 2 SO5SHI SHUGEN]A

Ogura’s cousin is 3 charming and slightly m:cmi'.'
knwrwn thioughout Ryoko Owari as the subject of oou
takes. He joined the Shadowed Tower with his cousin, bet
Opura he i3 starting 10 truly adopt the ﬂl‘ﬁ-‘lrtﬂlthf‘ ¥
Hiles,

TOGASHI MITSU
(SEE PAGE &0 FOR MITSU'S STATISTICS)

A hero of the Clan War, Mitsa has fought beside lg
witnessed eple events that the Empire will never see
I« nevertheless still & vigerous, pleasant man who
simple to the complicated. the mundane 1o the ﬂlumnm

TOGASHI MATSUO — RANEK 3 TATTOOED MONE. :__

Mitsi's student is much like his master, and several vete

of the Clan War have remarked that he s exactly i '
Mitsu. Matsuo is an eager learmer, and ghees his fulla
any new experlence.

LGEOL — EFFECTIVELY RANK 5 TAMORI SHIH:EH_ A~

An ancient shaman of the Zokufin race, Zghol has spe
time with humans than ic nomal for his race. He fecls
ally responsible for not being abie o free the spirit of SIS
first time the Trell King amoke, and has hunted for e

prison snde.
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in Tisht Ranbo hod come [0 mean growing oo
| ;“#mﬁj’ fo the sounds of construction. The sound of
- 1‘,Ipmrr|n'fnj, y weits @ constonl companion deuring the day
1t had potten so that Kubel, who nermally retired wilh
starfed staying upy an cxtra fiowr or two, sitttng by
i afta lantern, enfoying the shlence. It was a bl hander o
mmirrg_ Bl s genvice to s lords among the Kitsukl
dr,lﬁl’:‘d I the samural had noliced — and they almost
y dnaadd, given who they were — hey safd nothing af
e I behervior.
el enjoyed serving the Kitsuki, He
e I a small village rear
barders, and they hod been
r loreds for e [ong as he could
L Wihien by willage wos destroved
e Lion Clams decimation of
wil Hﬂﬁ. the Kitsuki hod found
thim and the olher survivors
d nad ‘been among the lucky fow
" II'II'I'.rTmJ‘H Ranbo. He hod
SRRl fo guestion, ot one of
ﬂﬂhml that it was becouse he
the mos? in: ellipent and nbaer
. the Kitsuki hodd cver seen. Ku
'; el i (he plow of such proise

‘i
e Kubers I
: d be considered Mo
'!r-mr What he wished

'-)'ﬂ'ﬂ'h:mmrrum._u
% i'flblu' wotikd fr

v be the mork of
h‘n."n i his stotion. "n..|_'\- hiks socred wikh s
EMF:””HH Kitcuki imvestipotor. The Ritsusd
Poasants offen moved wseon and sow Lhirgs
% and they valued their hetmin servamts, Such o
n‘ﬂdrmm Bt this was not his lol. He coolbed.
5 duty, but such was life
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An oxld semsation inferrupted Kubeis reverie. e frowmed
and dew @ deep breath. This howse had been his home for sev-
eratl yeuirs, amd there was nothing withia & that was unknown o
him. Yet today, there was an odd scent, soimething stronge cmd
aceid. And there was something e st — o burming scent that he
could not ploce. It was po fantern. comdle. or incense: of that be
Wils SoTiain

Kbl prowded the halhways, restiessly sniffimg in scarch of the
source of the odor [t prow stronper as e approached  the sior
ape room, A dark pealization overtook hime. He had occavionaily
el the berning oot of Liquid Vinid, a poveorud drug enjoved
in the ciy's seedier neighborhoods. That was what he smefhod
now — [hat, and semething clse. [ one of kis filow soranls v
indulging whide on Kitsudi grogncle be would punih them s
vty

Kbt opened the door ond wealked dosen the sieps o the stor
age mom. The soent was defnifely sromper accompanicd now by
a ko hissing sound. Kubels frown decponed. He walbod among
the crafes and barrels. seeking the source. When it soemed he
would find nothing, e moundad a stock of orotes and froze.

There, amid the jomifiar materials, was o barrcl with onfomilior
markings. The scen? from i was stromg. and @ strange dark pow
der hisd spilled around #s base. A length of string or rope of some
kirrdl was Barmning elomg the grownd. The trodl i left indicated that
quitte some length had already burraed,

“By the Fortunes—" he whispered.

The explosion devastated the Tower floors amd sel fire o the
Builcing. More thunderous detonations echoed the blast through-
awl the ety Kubei did nat servive o hear them,

With a multered curse, Akodo Selal lucked his dolsho dnto his
abi i charged out inlo the street, The eiplosions o finally
stoppdd, bint pillars of smoke iltoveed tppwand from at least o doz-
e o fires throughour the cliy, “Guardsman!™ e commeandad,
poinéing to o shocked soldier wearing the Imperial mon, “Whot (3
happening?™

"I do mat know, samal® the man aaswened, barely, “The (mpe-
rlal Guards are mobilizing b the pelace! I must got™

Setd moukded and gozed ob the smowe. Most tsued from the
most recently construched city seetfon, the one thal had not yet
been named or grinded o govemer. There were few importan|
holdings there, and omly @ sinple Groat Clan embuassy, @ Drugon
holding. Perbops, Forfumes willime. the loss of N could et be
miminsized. e the meantime, there swene offer matiers (o comsioer
Adatters of Liow honor

“Akodol ™ e shouled. "Akodo!™

“Akoda!™ come the ansrer. The Lion esiafe’s puands conme r-
nimg af the soumd shouting their onccsiors pame o they run
They pethered ond bt bofore Seial, thetr bades held before them
in the mannger of o soldier eviting orders: from hés comemander

“The city has been afiached, ™ he said bricfly, siotmg what! they
all ke i their bearts. “The guardemen. the Legions, the Crane. ..
thaey willl ol be working fo conirol the situation. I the moantime,
.I'twrﬂﬁuﬂmu_ to fimd the party responsible for this Maspheny.
The Lion ore the guardions of Toshi Ronbo, We will nod endire
this clishasror™

The aesembled Lion nodded in apreament, their oyes disphaying
0 siramge miviuse of anpet shame, and oagerncs. “You will de
phow ko thie city’s edpe, = Sclaf comfimued. “Sooune overy main road
Serd potrols olomg fhe odges with no o exits. Commuandecr

any Lion yeu pass on the way. Unless they have g
Emperoy, the Emerold Champion, or Mimu
erdernad {0 jodn vour in securing the cliy's pers
s ewes blozing. “The Lion will pumish whosver by
this. Bring the culprits fo me alive, and we shall g
ihe Emperor™

The men bowwed quickly ond dispersed, scofierls &
fhons B sl growgss of theees and fours. Even b '_
henring. he could hear them shouting for more Liom §
Join there Pater, hcawﬂfn:l'p:ml!l’:ulhﬁu
n"hT i the mids of chaos, Now there was only
QHMM&MMMHWWM#
His bood oried ol for vempgoonoe.

Scia took hold of his botona'’s hil! ond ran G
cenicr. HEs aaen would find the culprits, but i 8he
st do something. There would be those who woeld
odvomtapr of such chaos. Dishonomable men o
fhedve in soch sifpations.

Ty weoiald find Scial wailing.

Flve yenrs of relative peace and security have el
coronation of Toturl 1L Of course, even peaceful
gan are ranehy without conflies

A New Emperor

Taturk's helrs have been at peace since Nu:luru. {
Hantel name aml ook the throne as Empenar Totu;
having taken the Isawa name, has gladly retreate
and mostly withdmwn from public scruting b
bitter about the Joss of his armles, has fulfilled
bulkdiesg st new body of troops personally oyl
the Shopun's soldiers are Phoenb, though &
come [nom the Imperial Legions. In the new &
Ranbo, Mascru has bepun expanding and go
meike it prander than Olesan Uchi ever was.
Crane unified In their support of the new Empernos
the Emperor’s wishes. His woign appears u

One cvening, explosions crupl throughout
decimating a guarrer of the capital ciry. Gaijin
plosive powder that devastated Otosan Uchi
of White Stag. seems 1o blame for much a:-! th
Lion and Crane acr immediately f0 soee 850
possible and the dre ix doused before it can spoes
p‘c.i.i.-ug«.hnmmﬂmtmqwmﬁ
EmpeTors repulanon.

lrvestipating Daidofi troops discover a ”‘
ban Comnejo flzeing 3 rming warchouse. T8
pears 1o be responsible for the explosions, the G0
that hiz warehouse contains nothing of value. e
the clscumsiances, the Daddofi dalmyo, Daidofl :
Cornejo’s life and conceals his amest until he CRBESs
intemogicd.



ai k -||_'|_‘.1!"| nails froam the muined kinpdom

e discovers tha

eae, the Land iros VTS Camne
gith century. Estehan ¢ his Cum

b e K2 S _— = 5 =
s Crmick? whom he Debeved W0 De part of 2 peot §o &

hundno’s act o " [

Ff.l:lnhl '_I__.]__ _-\_, 1 e L LRl RN FLELD

s that the Ro .L._=!:3_—: would not Bedd the wamingps
Ehe has been forced to act covently. Wher
; ‘ e found that Alhundro b already Luid an clabocats
= Hﬁ—q,p‘,',.p- throughout the [my i L
@ the only thing he coukd. sctting off part of the expk

Setwork In the new quarter of the ity
plan without hamming innocenis
underestimated the extent of Alhundre’s plot, and the
guickly through the new quarter.

il Rlke does not belleve Cornejo’s tale at first, his sub-
Investigations revenls intact bamrels of galfin pepper

1) ﬂ.ﬂ upluﬁ.luns mipht have destroved the entiee palace.

» of the CRozoku

dllIFI:"'-"]m":‘J thnt the fires in Toshi Ranbo were not sul-
_ WH“ Mageru and leave a |x'||II\..| vacuum (o explolt, the
q Scarplon mastermind Bayushi A tsuld continues to il
¢ yeark he has guiethy cultbvated allies. waliing for biter
ol the Shadowed Tower conspiracy 10 {ade so that
e BiE Ieeowes morne ORI, Seny e motcly waills
ity 10 turn pubSc opinion agains the Empero:,

he opportun
T Totur (11
pm

¢ Return of the Dark Lord
i does nod suspect that the dark lond Dialpo-
‘:[ petumed from death 1o reien over the Clry
l.lh‘l. Eaving lcarncd In advance of his own
fom the Dark Orcle of the Void, Dalgot-
pl.'m!- for his own resurrection. Before
& el Invaded his city. he l2it a portion
l"ﬂ'l-ll tnder the protection of the Shadow

B Afler Dafgotsu died, his yoflmba Goju \

o be weak =0 [ NS alled can gather

efferedd his own life to the dragon In
for Dalgotsu's return. The Shad-
R pladly complied.

Bncushed in Moddo, Imperisoned by Emma-0 he Forlune

abandoned his plans 1o sirlke the Empire. A Wall of Bones has

been consiructed on the border of Himuma kinds 1o keep curot
Crab at bay while Dalgotsu seeks to recover his power. Despel
ate o help her Dark Losd regain his lost capabilities, Shahni
seeks ot the one belng In Rokugan who knows more aboul
manipulating the Taint than any other,

luchiban, the immaorial master of the Blosdspeakers.

Role-Playing During
the Rise of luchiban

During this perlod, relations laen
i |1'|-~ ang |‘it"l'. ularly poor while ||'|_._ war over the Ciry ol the

cen lhe Lion and Unleom

NOLLHHE] OONOWYIC]
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On i more positive note, adventure hooks are numerous as the
Bloodsmeakers pres 3 poweril and ommipresent fioe for hon

.|:.||'||._- L

i

The Uozoku conspiracy is also an important conskiermtion

1 miost enemies of the throne

fimd them=ehves sympathic

Wil '.._ L i i P | &
11" S no It
e 4 CTEsting
i ] i OO L S
A M P W concem for ihis cra in regard T
- pl e 1, I..\._:-\.l | Y
E Cul s 1 |
b time™ a |
VANCC AN gain
ramspire 0 the 3
s SOl e SO y i Ih M omaend
make the hall-Occaoc

Status of the
QGiveat Clans

The Crab Clan
CURRENT CHAMPION: Hida Kuon
Life has charesd a creat deal for Kuon in the L S
is reign over the Crab wl '_'

cdwithp

d &t -'_E:TE" fier i ool
= sparitial hele to O-LSR
 =ome, lehiro a2nd Res

uture. Though henes
frue victony, they will

frualy Do dedeailed].

Alllances: [n the last five years the Crab have ik
thelr alllance with the Unlcom. In cooperation with e
Kalu have embarsed upon the fust stape of an l.‘I'lIJ-ﬂ'I-“'H
tend the Koo Wall 2round all of Rokugan. The fins panist
project, the Ehol Wall, is already well underwvmy'in
lands. Bolstered by the security of the Kalu defenses, the
has begun to withdmw many patrols from thie GUIEE DS ‘

e )

b

his lands.




] e plllance 15 the one between the Crab and
yasuki Hachi's bold resolution of the Yasuki War.
find themselves cooperating on both military amnd
B tters. As the only family in Rokugan o simultane-
L I o clans, the Yasuki serve os the beidee between
2 the Crane still disdain the Crab’s brotishness
frown upon the Crane’s political manipulations.
v the beneiil they have gained from this new 2iii-
8 thelrs Is not a particulahy warm friendship, neither
e 1o be the first 10 break the nuwe
5 '. last five vears have been kind w the Crab Clan.
zal support of the Crane, they have had the rare
s o the defense of the Vall pather than worry-
| politics. The other clans have been content
uﬂwh own devioes. The Crab have therefore
s from the counts and have no tnie enemies.
Hll:lf!-'kull'l:li‘r.‘:n:-.x;".d_m no onc on cither
done anything to worsen the relationskip.
As ever, the defense agains: the Shadowiands is
my concern. Hida Kuon finds the Empine-wide
extremely frustrating. In the wake of Dalsatsu’s
of the Log, Kuon has no doubt that his Crab
Wall of Bones and destroy Datsosu’s followers
nough jade 1o protect them from the Tain: during
the ald of the Crape, Kuon has begun secretly
uki emissarics to forelgn lands, secking jade be-
s borders,

me Clan

PO D0l Kurohito

1 Chukandama's curse, brought the Yasuki War to
wieable end, forged an alllance with the Lion, and helped
i the new Imperial Clty, Kurohito's confidence is at dn
1 e ki beloved by his clan and respected even by
call themselves his enemies, Linknown to K-
pecurity has created & new threat. Kurohlios
umcd §pirlt who has long been secretly dis-
| the Toturl Dynasty, has become a member of Bay-
fing Gozoku alliance. Though Akiko knows
the new Gozoku, she s condfident thal she
power from Atsuki and purge all those who
. Ihtﬂut.hhwd Tower:
% Crane currently enjoy sevesal strong alliances.
family. they are now choselv ted o the Crab
memorics of the war prevent the relationship
g more than business and polites. They have
aiEnce with the Lion Clan, joondsd upon mutu-
Bl the new Imperial capital of Toshi Ranbo into
or of the late Ovosan Uchi. Though there are
| bitter samurai on both sides whe would prefer
bthe blood feuds of old, cooder heads {primarify
S8 Matsu Nimuro) have thus far prevailed. The
S eap with the Phoenix is pasticularly strong, roflect-
- _.I-'ﬁtl-'l: and travel. The Crare have also forged
= With paijin, particularly the Tvory Kingdoms
saln Wind Yobanjin mibe. With the Crane’s sup-
' wﬂmm Rama Singh. was imvited
Y. though he was placed under house amest for
ﬂﬂ'lhl' alter the fires in Toshi Rambo

Enemies: The Crane would beast that they no longer have
any enemics, but this Is not entirely true. The Scorpion remain
their most bitter rivals. By securing the positions of Emerald
Champion. fade Champion. and Imperial Advisor. the Crane
undermined the Scorplon’s dominance of the cours. Only [m-
perial Chancellor Bayushi Kaukatsu remains a significant Scor-
phon player In the upper kevels of the Emperor’s retinise, but his
influence is not (o be underestimared

Dibjectives: The Crane wish only to maintain the status quo.
Chaotic cvents such as the finss in Toshi Ranbo threaien the
peace that has brought their clan such prosperity. and are not
to be tolerated. As the Gozoku begins 1o gather power. many
Crane become seduced by its philosophies. The idea that an
Emperor must be honored but not obeyed s exxremely appeal-
ing to some poweriul Crane samurai, allowing them o mask
their selfech ambitkons in the guise of honor

The Dragon Clan

CURRENT CHAMPHON: Togashi Satsu

In the last few years, Satsu has come 1o a decper understanding
of the power that he possesses. He hears the voice of his grand-
father more and more, puiding him 1o greatness. While Satsu is
grateful, he fears that these gifts would not be granied i there
were not dire need for them, and ke wonders whal darkness
the future will bring. As his percepiion of the future becomes
clearer with each passing day, Satsu grows more troubled. He
does what he can 10 conceal his warries from those around him
until he can determine what the approaching threat might be.

Alliances: The Dragen have a strained friendship with the
Phoenks, stemming fmoam thelr muteally wounded pride alier
being manipulated into war. They also continue o be closely
allled 1o the Seorplon Clan, an alliance cemented by Togashl
Satsus martiage o Bayuashl Yojiros distant cousin Misuka.

Enemies: Odely the Dragan's most prominent enemy |8 also
their elomest ally — the Phoenix, While it Is now publle knowl-
edppe thot the wir between Dragon and Phoenix was the result
of Agasha Tamors manipulations, many Dragon and Phoenix
have not forplven one another loe the violence that ensued.
Though neither seems to wish to strike the first blow, bitter
samural on both skdes closely watch one another for any sign
of aggression or insult. Both Satsu and the Elemental Council
have recopnized the Ireggility of their new alliance, and have lim-
ited Interactions with one another except with careiully chosen
ambassadors such as Tamori Shaitung and lsawa Nakamuno.,

Objectives: In recent years the Mirumoto (amily has become
consumed with a curiows new poal — to collect and study po-
tentially dangerous nemuranal. After wiltnessing the dangers
such magkcal lems as the Last Wish and the Dark Covenant
can bring, the Mirumoto have determined to destrow all dan.
perois nemuranal. To this end, Miumoto melic hunters have
been dispatched 10 the furthest ends of the Emprire, secking ani
facts. These are returmned 10 Dvapon Lnds, where they ane stud-
ied by the Tamorl family. All those anifacts that can be safcly
destroved are cast into the volcanic heat of Tamori'’s fumace.
where their magic is safely redistributed and used in the delonse
of the Drapon provinces. Those that cannol be salely destroned
are hocked away in the Tamori vaulis where they can be studied
and prevenied from bringing hamm.
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The Lion Clan

CURRENT CHAMPION: Matsu Mimerae

[m the kst few years, Nimuro has become a broeding and soll-
tary man, Afier the seppuku of his brother Domotai and the cor-
ruption of his sister Satomi, he has begun to doubt his purpose.
What sort of samural cannot defend his own family? How can
the Lion call themsehves the mightiest warriors in the Empire
they cannot protect their lands rom the Tsuno? To his credit,
Mimure keeps his doubis to himsell and continues to stand as
an example of courage and honor. Yet a5 the Unicom gather to
threaten his clan’s bogders, he wonders how lomg be can fght.

Alliances: The Lion are allied with the Crane Clan. Some
courthers find It deeply konic that the Lions strongest ally in
the courts s the clan with whom they share a thowusand-year
bload jewd. Akodo Setal, a redermed Deathosekoer tumed mpe-
rial diplomat. has become a2 poweriul figure in the courts. His
forceful personality and paticnt wisdom have won a great deal
of respect for the Lion Clan in recent months, and done a great
deal to restore the Empire’s faith in the Right Hand of the Em-
peror, Since Bayushi Yojiro's netirement the Lion's relationship
with the Scorplon has all but dissolved. though itendship re-
mains between the Bayushi and Tkoma families. While there s
no panicular enmity between the clans, Matsu Nimuro slinply
does not respect Bayushi Sunetm as he did her predecessor,
Thelr relatonship with the Phoenix has siimilarly been tesminal-
ed due 1o Shibn Alkupe’s attacks on Lion troaps several years
[s¢fore. Some Lion sl scream for reprisal apainst the Mhoeniy
for the Ingull, but Mimuro does not intend to enterain amy such
netlong untl both the Lion and Phoenix are strong enough 1o
make such o war worth fighting.

Enemles: Unlcom patrols have been testing the Lion's bor.
ders Tor months, aned it is clear to veteran wartors thae i s only
a matter ol time before the Khan strikes. When the Unlcorn will
attack, where they will attack, and how they will justify thele
actlons remaln a mystery. Glven the flexibility and mobility of
the Linlcorn armies, the Lion can do litthe except walt for the
advance and meel [t without mercy.

Objectives: Still weak after their disastrous alliance with
the Phaenix and the Tsune attacks of several years before, the
Lion are desperate 1o prove their worth once more. Too many
doubt the sirength of the Ripht Hand, and when doubts arise
battle b5 sure to follow. Volees among the Lion demand a war,
a chance o prove that the Lion are not weak. Though Nimuro
agrees with the kogic, his clan backs an enemy. A war against the
Crane would only weaken the Emperor. who needs the suppont
of both cling 2o early in his ke A vear agains the wounded
Phoenix or Deagon Clars would be cowardly. The Scorpion are
oo unprediciable an enemy to ke lightly. the Mantis and Crab
tosn cistant

Pertraps the fact that the Lion have done little 1 dissuade the
probing Uinicom patrols is nd coincidence.

The Mantis Clan

CURRENT CHAMPION: Yoritome Kumika

A curbous change has overcome the Daughter of Spaes
she purged herself of the Taint. During the vears whis
dured the wuch of the Shadowlands, she was pure s
honorable to 2 izuk. Mow that she has deansed hen
rupticn she has hecome mone unpredictable, ambi
tempestniss. While zeme womy aboul this change, o
that Kumiks used hooor only mﬂuumh
and then decanced it 2t her earliest comvenience, g
scem relicval thoat Kumiko's bedundior h.umﬁ
resemtle her ther's — mever forsaking honor, b
her advantape when required.

Alliamces: The Marvis have no strong m
scem moticated w seek any. The clan is determined
or fall on its own meris without becoming © "
political entanglements that have hobbled ;ﬂ:qr ,
as the Lion, apairsl those who have traditik
preatest encmiles.

Encmics: Though the Maniis had a briel ki
Crab over a trade routs In the Sea of Shadow, no
miry resulted. Beyond this, the Mantis” alleped
tated those clans that rely upon ocean trade, such’
and Phoenix. Neither <lan has mounied a signls
againet the Mantis (as nelther is truly prepared 10 3
tis fleets) but hoth have stronghy denounced 1
In the court.

Objectives: Due o a unique interpretation
Clan's charter, written by Toturl 1, the clan has de
ses to be territory of their clan, Kumiko has ord
tories to be vigorously defended, All ships l:IF
subject to Mantis search and sefzure, partieula
profitalile cargoss, Though the Mantls never ha
surrender peacefully, those who resist are quickly disy
the bottom of the sea by the superfor Mantls na ;
Champion has derounced Kumiko's actions a8 |
ab this time ke can do litde to stop her

The Phoenix Clan

CURRENT CHAMPION: Shiba Mirabu

Though a brave 2nd honorable samural who has pe
in counthess battles, Mirabu has yet to gain the
clan. Many Shiba wish that Shiba Alkune had become
on. Others whisper thar Mirabu s a mene paam of '-|
Masters. the first Champlon in history (o be nom
Council rather than the Soul of Shits. No Illlﬁf
accomplishes. it seems 1o maner litle. He shares auth
the Flemental Council, Isawa Sezaru, and the Shogsis
only corsolation is thar all those with whom be 8
are worthy and honoable sculs. Thae they do i
honor, 25 he doss, sall mmf:;jn:ﬂplfhﬂh’ﬂ
for his leadership, 5o be & He serves for ﬂtﬁd !
ot himsedl. :

Alliances: The Phocnix endure a shaky 3
Deapon Clan. The lands they once defendad 30 ¥
Dragon intruders. they now share p:.‘lcufullf'lﬁ
bors. They have a idendlicr alliance with the L
of Shiba Allune’ preat respedct for that clan.
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Mlanees: The Unicorn have been quite atlentive im maln-
talning thelr alliance with the Crab. Chagatal had enormoud
respest for Hida Kuon, and is intrigued by the Crab's plans to
extend the Kalu Wall around the entive Empiee, What Litte sup-
ade the Lnlcorn stll possess have been surrendered o
the Crab, and the Unicom have traded a lange amount of fvod
and luxuries for Crab steel. Arrangements have even been made
for Kuon's eldest son to be tmined by the Utaku family as soon
a5 he 15 old enouph o do 50

The Linicom also maintain a more subtle alliance with the
Scorplon. Chagatal has no problem with surrendering the Clry
of Lies to the Scorpion in retum for their aid in his coming war
apainst the Lion. [n mruth, the Scorpion already controdled much

plles of

ol the city, despite its Unicom povernce. In Chagatai's eyes, he
B gving up very lie o remum for a great deal. and gaining
a deadly ally in the process. He is not foodish enough (0 st
the Scorpion too far, but neither can he deny the value of whai
they oller

Encmics: Unicom painss on he
a preat deal of suspicion. Chepatal doesn'T care. Te knorws his
encmy cannat possibly imagine the magniiode of the attack
he has planned; he expects the Lion o prepane an i s fcient

enil delense. The only troe concern the Khan has ks

Lion borders have drawn

oVerconho

ng the Lion can be. Win of kose. the
L]

thai he knows how unforgs

war 10 come will make the Right Hand oi the Emperor enemibes

of the Linicoin lor J:\.:.'11!I.:I.I_i4."1‘li- o Oomc

Objectlves: The Unicem hawe |H’L‘|“'-il|'1.'{| i raasive I
ol the Ciry of the Rick Frog. The ity was once LinlEo
tory, though the nemadic clan allowed the ronin Kt

family, the Lion claimed the city as well. The Unlcom
the insult to go unpunished, but only because Chagal
hie could not chalienpe the Lion lighthy. For years he
preparing his setribution, withdmmwing troops from th
Wall and even allowing kange numbers of desert kiers
fealty to the Unicom Clan. The army he has construsted i
er than anv the Unicom have ever frelded. Chagatal B
the mctics and essons he leamed fnom ’
and feels prepared for any defensc that the Lion will S

The time has come ot the Emperor's Right Hand to R
the power of the Linkormn Clan




’? Part |
zign of Blood

m Linkorn phains exteadad as kv as the o could
Ber. hoemnded by the mozriains that koomed o the dis-
i north and west. The Utak had sciiled in this re-
¥ of years ago because of the kand’s rich beauty and
ol The platns allowed them to sde wild and free,
ariken wos a simple man. He preferred lifes simple
the adventurc thal =0 many offiers fn his family
had tratned with the Wiake infantry, as was his duly,
shon 1vas fiar the megjestic hises for whvich his fom:
i r*'i‘t' He was a skiled horseman, nml rifsed cxcellent
hiewsed ol his private estole gope niles divey, As
however he was forbidsdert 1o ride the fomed Utake
-'Im.ﬂ!_! were hils ome possfon. They were so beautlful
gt It was easy to belleve the legerds that they were

/a5 he finished brushing down a polden mare.
g a foal any time row. He was o5 exciied as if
chifd. [ wos o oo fme of your, Dixt 1 was nol
the manes & foal sa late in the foll. There was @
e ot he wouk! be on hoed fo ensune thof did

ping outside the stable mickerod amvioully. diew-
" g Morioen. Horses wire sensthoe amimals, ond it
i somcthing hod fightcral thom. 1z sicpped brush:
-ﬂ,uin-m affectionge pes. sepped oot of e siol

B ihe door Lo see whot was bothertng the horses

in the doorway. The sty was fof! of Slowds,
i beem mone only o <hor? time ago. They bllowed
ing ivith a speed he had mover soen, Tho was @
them, ane that filled kim weith Mommor just to bool:
ominous color, one of death and suffering. and his
Byt

sh of distant lightning, followed by a crock of
it Moriken took an involuntary step backward,
felledt and surged, then belched a savage storm tpon
o ern staredd fn bormar as e watched the roalas patnl
f B :ﬂpj:wysmel'! of fresh ool fillieel his nastrils:
Medl eway, drawing back (o the stable's security.
skl bucked and screamed, terrified and confused
appening, Mortken felt fean terron but when he
'0f the horses. confused and termificd. he sprang
threw the stable doors open and charged o the
for the animals, leading them to safery. The moin
ghedd his skin, bur Aoriken (gnoved it biind o all

Vear 1165, Month of the Dragon
(Mid Spring)

HAMANARI'S FEVER

Agasha Hamanari. the Agasha family deimyo, i5 no stranger to
prophetic vislons. The pift has always been his blcssing. but
now his pliimpscs of the future have become a curse. Hamanari
sees a dark time approaching. when biood rans from the sky
and the souls of the Innocent sulfer. So bleak are his predictions
that he becomes consumed with fever. With cach passing day
his condition grows worse.

Deeply concemed., prominent Imperial magistrate Agasha
Chich places Hamanar under the care of her lamilys finest
physicians and assumes lemporary leadership of their family,
Hamannr's ravings are conefully monitored and transcribed,
as Chich has little doubt that the daimyo's visions will shortly
comd Lo pass. She Peging summoning trustworthy. heroes (o
hunt cut the clues embedded in Hamanari's prophecy. Matnble
among them 5 Mole Majmuding, another Dnpestal moglsicte
and a former Topaz Champion,

THE NEW GOZOKU

For wears, exiled criminal mastermind Bayushi Atsukl has
showiy been coordinating resources and allies. With memories
of the Shadowed Tower finally beginning to fade, Atsuki begins
to make progress toward his goal of restoring the Gozoku. Lis-
ing Ashalan magic he somehow acquired, he maintalns contact
with his agents in the Empire. Foremost among these & Bay-
ushi Kamnan. the assassin who once Elled Yortomo Aramasu
Feeling used and discarded by the Scorpion Clan, Kamnan is
eremedy keval to Atsuki

To these whom he approaches to join the new Gozoku, Al-
sukl preaches a powerfully seducibve philosopine. His goal ks not
i remove the Emperor from power, but merely to distribute his
power among those who truly have the capability to rule. By
removing such responsibilitics from a single individual, the Go
zaku actually intend to save the Son of Heaven fram inevitably
becoming cornupted and broken by power. To many idealistic
samural, this allows them o ald the Gozoku with the belief they
are actually aiding the Emperor. To the more cynical, Meukl's
philesophy allows them 1o pursue naked ambition under the
guise of a purer gaal,

Kakita Munemorl, a senlor member of the Imperinl Court, 1
one of the fiest allleg reeruited o the Gozoku alllance. Munemaorl
is o ool While he sincerely belleves that a slingle man shold
rot rule the Emplre, he does not trust Atsuki and is deeply dis-
turbed to learn of the Gozoku's connectlon to the Shadowed
Tewer. He deplores the path the Scorpion traveled to gain his
power and prestipe. Recognizing the danger he would face were
he to rm openly agalnst Atsuki, Munemari conceives another
plan entirely. He Intends 1o seek out new recrults who welgh
ambition and honor In equal measure, as he does. In time, he
hopes to reveal the Gozoku's origins o them and help them to
deal with Atsukl accordingly. [n this wary, pevhaps the Gozok's
perverse origins might be expunged while the purity of its pivd-
kosopiny will remain.
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Vear 1165, Month of the Serpent
(Late Spring)

IUCHIBAN ESCAPES

Desperate 1o find some way 0 festore Daipotse to his full
power. ki consom Shahai, a poweriul Bloodspeaier. seeks om
the one =oul in Endugan who knows more abowr manipulating
the power of cormupiion than any other: luchiban. Shahai's plan
ks bold but simple. She plans to enter luchiban’s tomb and use
the Ruby of luchiban — an anifact created by his fewtenant,
Yajinden — to contain Ichiban'’s soul and coamy it free from the
Tomb. [n exchange for his release from the Tomb and the Euby,
she will grant Iuchiban his freedom,

The many traps and wards within the Tomb remain a bar-
fler. Shahal dispulses hersell a8 Asako Genljiko, clajming to be
an [nquisitor in persuit of a band of Bloodspeakers intent on
peleasing luchiban. She secks oul Kol Kuma, a descendant of
the engineer who orlginally bullt luehiban's tamlb, Kuma’s wife
Sul 18 a former student of the Kitdu schoal, and sith ker magic
Kuma is able o pass through the many traps that lay inside,

Reallzing the deceprion woo late, Kump & unabld we stop Sha-
hai from piercing the heart ol luchiban's (emb. However, an-
ather betrayval awalts them all. The soul that Shahal drows into
luchiban's miby is not Tuchiban’s at all but thist of his lewen-
ant, Yajinden. wha uninown 1o Shahal had been trapped there
as well. Possesting Shahals lieurenam Mohai, luchiban irees
Yajinden and himsell from imprisonment. Kuma and Sui die in
the confrontation. Kuma's hall-beather, [uchi Katamari, escapes
with the aid of Adisabah the Cruel, a mikshasa spirit that had
been a prisoncs of luchiban for apes

[uchiban's tomb & entirely destroved. but [uchiban and Ya-
jinden survive. The immartal Bloodspeaker bogins to demon-
siraie the conirol he wickds over his cult by immediaiely enshre-
ing the once-defamt Shahai.

THE FIRES OF TOSHI RANBO

Without warning, explesions and fire consume one quarter of
the new Imperizl City. Fortunately the catmstrophe is contained
In the new quarter of the mpldly expanding ciry. so there are
lew casunlties. Nonetheless, the Lion and Crane defenders of
Toshl Ranbo are outraged. They begln conducting Indepen-
dent Investigations nto the source of the fire, but none make
much progress,

The Topaz Champion-
ship

Few arc truly surprised when the winner of the annual To-
paz Championship proves o be Sakiira, the talented daughier
of Crane Clan Champion Dojl Kurohito and Elemersal Master
Dofl Ao, What Is surprising ks when Salum compleses ber
pempukku and sclecs "Domotal”™ a8 her adult nase. noming
herself afver the brother of the Lion Champion who herolcally
sacriicod himeell rther than soccumb o the Dark Oeacle of
Wiiler years bofione.

Vear 1165, Month of the Horge
(Early Summer) 7

IUCHIBAN CONQUERS THE CITY OF TH
LOST 3

Guided by Shzhsl, [uchiden comes o the
Cheer many contaries [uchiban has mastered the ae
his soul from ooz bodv 0 the next, snulfing our |
previously axistod there and taking the vessel ax'f
intends to do his o the Dark Lord and take comp
armibes, but finds that cven a weakened Dalgotsy is
to defeat. Rather than simpiy perishing during his®
Daigotsu possesses luchiban former by, A 1
lows, with the twe dark masters switching bodles re
s they tear ot one another with steel and migie, t
the weakened Dalgotsu cannot compete with Iuch
atrength, Grovely wounded, Dalgotsu Galls from th |
of the Temple of the Minth Kaml. Before luchiban cg
wonnees) Dark Loed, Dalgoteu is spirited away [
Byodu, the Orisd of Feat, i,

All 10w few of the Lost follow Dalpatsu nio exi
Dalgmsu’s former followers swear lealty (o I'I.tﬂ'l_'
fear. Those who were once Bloodspeakers have fig
luchiban now conmols each of them, The Nin
met servants of the Iving Darkness that had rem;
emege 10 ofier thelr fealny, but luchiban dem
prove thelr worth. They comply by using thelr €0
power of Wothirg ro kill the nwisted mockery known as
Hoturi — the “False Hoturi™ — and restore the infameoes
Fan kil

WAR OF THE RICH FROG BEGINS
Mdter moniths of feints and probing attacks against in
ders. the Unicom Clan unkeashes a full-scale ass
City of the Rich Frog. Even Akodo [iasu, the coni
Lion officer in command of the citys ikh'm‘k
for the Khan's unonhodox tacties. The Lion ure ens
initkal stages of the war and [fiasu s smong the st
Seasoned senlor officer Akodo Tadenoel quickly
and prevents the City of the Rich Frog from bel
pletely, and the Llon struggle o move relnfomnement
Linlcorn advance. 3
Many decry the Khan's brazen wanmangering it
bt o elever courtier by the name of lde Thang dlefends
com actions. While Imperal Law clearly stotes that
cannel make war upon another withoul ]]\T-I.'I'I.l'd-fﬂﬂem;"
dates o a time Befare the Unicom' relum Lo the E
thus does not apply 1o the Unicom, Some rebut that
Imtends to defy the lav, he will not be protected by
Craly ax their allies and an amy Llarpe enough to
Lion, the Khan does not seem concerned.
Shamed that a member of his peaceful family &
his political expertise to lopitimize war, fofmer Imp
sor ke Tadali labors tircessly 1o update Imperial
preven! such an abicss in the future and (o protcss
from repeisals



w1165, Month of the Goat
1id Summer)

ATTACKS SHIRO HIRUMA

ol Bloodspeakers assaulis Shio Hirema, inient on
the enemy closest W [uchiban's stronghold. Himu-
. Jord of the family. dics during the initial defense
eetan scout Hiruma Todord 1o command the desperate
b Todoels surprise reinforcements armive not from
bt from the Shadowdards, when the tatiooed mad
a former Dmgon monk, appears with a kegion
st o attack the Bloodspezioers from behind. The
pere. hurpledly withdrrw, peesérving their strength
g day. When the battie is complesz, Kokujin offers
e from the Dark Lord: Dalgotsy wil offer the Crab no
. A yoar and a day while both gather thelr sirength to
_'-. thihan. Kyolu, an Onisu sharing the bocy of lhe Lallen
d Hida Kuroda, even offers his iormess beethren a map
o "._ :'j]gkmmn of one of Juchiban’s ot powerful allies
'::_:'_- Losd, Tsuburu,

OF IDE TADA

the oldest and mast respecisd member of the Impe-
slarmer [mperial Advieor Ide Todaji peacefully pass-
g o gatheting of the Empesors closest advisors.
Iogs 18 shocking, none can deny that he died as he
wighied, dolng what was mest imponant to him and
Iy his closest friends,

i Little surprise that, with Tada|l possessing no helr
feape and training, the Khan names his ally [de
e Jide daloyo.

1165, Month of the Monkey
Summer)

AIN OF BLOOD
' ets i horrible ritual using the Bloed of
Thunders and the sacrifice of the kst Ki-Rin. A
hot blood falls upon Rokugan. Those whom it rouch-
i o face the fear, desire, and roeret
st U theése weaknesses ane
3 then the soul in question
Tainled and onder luchiban’s
Eace ol rlots consume the Em
SREE Rin’s wake. luchiban exacer
L e by commanding amy soul for
i ;h' RO Use [0 Ccause as much mndom vickendod a5
SR Providde cover while those he tuly desines escape to
! fperes are cormupied by the rain, Inchud-
'__' s peneral Akodo Tadenon. foermer Mantis Chamgson
-".. prominent Crane courticr Konet<u, and others
e 0 cicape [uchihan's control. Kitax, for cxample
lachiban's by the Shadow D:agen. while lkoma
it Masier s quickly subdued by his colleagues and
Kolat's Hidden Temple fior study.

Ciubded by the delirious visions of Agasha daimyo Agasha
Hamanarl, Imperial magistrate Moto Najmuedin and fis fellow
magistrates see this homible event coming. bur they ane oo late
o protect the Empire. The Elemental Masters enact a diual to
protect the Phoenix lands and similar profection is oifered (o
the Imperlal Pakice, but much of the Empire becomes chaolic
and hellish lor days 1o lolow:

DEATH OF TSURURL

Hida lsamu, legitimate son of the Steel Choysanthemum's gen-
eral Hida Touneo, seeks oul and dedeats the Oma Lond Taubain
shortly befove the Rain of Blood bepins. [Samiy's amogance near
by leads him o be cormupted by the min bur the elder shugenia
Hida Rohiteld shiclds his soud with hey owm and 5 draown imdo
the darkness. Overcorme with remorse, the once-ambitious youmg
samural swears oyvalny (o Hida Koon writhowd resenvathon

EMPEROR AND DRAGON

Thouph the Dmpon are not umonched by the Rain of flood,
their strength s least diminished. The iechniques of balance
and meditation popular among their clan allow most 1o fesis
luchiban's call. and those who fall are swiity struck down by
their Mirumato brethren. As o result, the Emperor commands
the Diragon armics 10 restore onder to the Empine in the raln’s
wake, granting them permission to move throughout the Empire
i oy wary they deem il In the pursult of peace

NOLLIOT aNOWYI(J
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THE BIRTH OF TAMAGO

Iuchiban's Ninube servants leave the cursed anmiiacn. the Egg
of Pan Ku. in 3 place where it & discovered by Kitsu family
dalmyo Kitsu jurd, who immediately repons its discovery o the
Lion Champion. Concormed that if keft unused it might do great
damape, Matsy Nimuro determines that the only way to make
sure it is used nesponsibiy is to use it himseli. Thus the Epyg it
used 1o produce an exact copy of Nimuro. The “twin™ is named
Tamapo, and i ot in the care of the Kitsu tamily whike Nimuro
feaves to soe o his own aiiairs.

Linknown o Kitsu Juri; the “mwin™ k. in &1, the onpinal
Nimuro, disoriented and confused by the Epp's mapic. The du-
plicate, born with all the memories of Mimuro, is awane of his
counierpan’s plans. Worled that If it is Imgpwisoned in the Kisu
Tombs it might nover have a chance 1o prove s own honor and
courage, the Egg pretends to be the true Nimure, leaving the
triet Mimuro in what Tamaga hopes will be a remporry arange-
ment untll the duplicate can prove lsell,

Adventure Hook

CHALLENGE

The characters are invited 0 a quiet night In a local tea house
by an Influential Tocal samural. The samural’s family and clan
are keft to the GMS discretion. If the chamgcters are new to the
areqt, the mesting's purpose is for the samurai to introduce him-
seli 1o the characters, perhaps 1o thank them for their perfos-
mance on a previous adventure or merely in an attempt 1o forpe
a pew political contact: The chosen establEhment is a Bvorite
of their host because he enjoys illing with a particular servimg
girl. The sEmurai is accompanied by two of his loyal, high-rank-
img retainers and two yojimbo. all of whom often accompany
him on such social forayvs.

FOCus
The characiers meel the samural at the appointed time. the Hour
ol the Dog. Night has fallen. and the air is strangely still, but the
alr is warm and pleasant. Guests olien dine in the impressive,
well-manicured parden. with paper lantems carefully paced 1o
provide pools of light thal highlight the ganden’s beauty.
Comversation between the charciers and thelr host procecds
pleasantly. The characters notlee that thelr host is smitten with
the girl who serves them thebe meal and tea, She brings one
course after another. She 15 quite beautiiul, graceful and well-
meitieed While the samural s paliie enough, he is clearly
smliten with her, a woman beneath his station. Perceptive char.
acters notlee that she I8 pware of thls, and feels some discom-
lort, not wishing te insult or offencd such an influential patron.

STRIKE

Black clouds laced with scatlet roll across the starry skoy. accom-
painbed by ihe distant umble of thunder. Wiarm raindrops begin
to fall, stainine the cardens red. The Rain of Blood has bepun
The formerly pleasant gathering crupts into homor. Unless the
chamcters intervene, one of the samural’s bodyguarde s con-
sumed with shame and attempts to cut down his maeser hos idin-
ing with a peasant. Their host bs wounded in the atrack but the
other bodyguard strikes at his comrade. Their host 5 heedless
of his wound, faeming over the peasant pifl and offering het
anything— his lands_ his titles, his fortunes — fior her love. The

™

host's loyal retainers lunge at each other in fury. The pe
wish to altempt e being this siteation 10 & penceful &
they may be too ocoupicd bving to save thelr own
the Rain [see detalls o the effecis of the Rain of Blas
this chapher)

Important NP Cs During the
Reign of Blood

IocH KATAMARIL THE DOOMSELKER

SCHOOL/RANIK: Tuchi Shugenja 4
HONO: 2.2 STATLS: .00

Air: A Emrth: 3 Fire 3 Water: 4

Agillty: 4

ADVANTAGES: Absolute Directlon, Ally Iawn
polnts), Death Trance, Forbidden Knowledge (K]
Great Destiny (Doomseeker), Luck (3 polnts)

[I1SALVAN TAGES: Driven (1o avenge his famllyl,
(Adienbah the Cruel, 4 paints)

SPELLS: (*denotes Innare Ability) By the Light of
Communeg®, Counterspell®, Fires From the F
tune®, Jade Serike®, Mear to lee, Path b Inner Pe
of the Ocean, Sense™, Summon*, Symbol of
That Bind, Wave-Borne Speed. Yard of Adre® 8

SKILLS: Calligraphy 3. Horsemanship 5, Hunting [Surs
Investigation 3, Lere: Shadorands 4. Lore: Khadi 0SS
tion 4, Spelicraft (Maho) 4, Spears (Nage-Yari) 4. T
(Formunes) 5

Katamari came from lowiy beginmings. He was borm OlE

lock. his fathers identity unkncwn, a situation that shass

disgraced his mother and himszlf. It was only on hiSm

deathbed that she revealed the truth 1o Katamark: his (5

Kalu Kenru, the renewned armomsmith. Though Kenniie

Katamari's birth, he never acknowledped his son, nors

mother expose the truth and force Kenru to sharein

She had bome the dishonor with serenity until her
Furious, Intending 1o avenge his mothers shame

pel oul for Kalu lands, e discovered (hat Kenm

dend. Kenru had been marred durdng his alfair wil
mod her, and had o son who now derved ag an Em
trate In Kaklla Bogu, Katamarl sought oul Kalu Ku
to punish him for his father's misdeeds, To Katamar

Kuma was nelther surpriszd nor willlog 1o defend h

dlshopomble nations.
The young shugenia felt his rape bleed away, B

blamed Kuma for his fathers actlons he would
than those who spat upon his mother, he found

Without his venpeance, he hod nothing, Kumea i

fered Katamard a position as his yorikl. At Kuma's

mari found respect and friendship. He was o

Though he quicidy kst his heart 10 Kuma's wile, SEES

his relationship pure and Fonomble and as

defender of them beth
Thien came Shahai




o and betraying them all, Shahai led Kuma into the
{Ban. She used Kuma's ancestml connection to the
and Sul'’s Klisu magic to pherce the Hidden Heart.
i had trusted too much, one of the greatest thicats
hd ever known was reicased once more- Many
el wrishes that it was he, not his brother and Sui.
unlu-Tmnh that day. He dess pot fully trest the
4 Wi *‘F"“i his life, but without the ceatunc’s
htil-l‘lﬁ o chance against the Bloodspeaker.
_," mhlhcmmpﬂutn:mmﬂmb\
e trust In Adisabah? Kaamar |5 oecenain. For now.
nown as the Doomsecker can onlv £ght on and hope
P _"'f h'ﬂ'ﬂ find his venpeance.

H THE CRUEL RAKSHASA MASTERMIND

Esrth: 5 Firec 7
Perception § Feareness B
4 1049 fwith claws)
pez Fhd (with clawe)

Water: 5

g (Dispuise) 6, Anatomy (Torture] 5, Athletics 4,
pn ), Divination (Omens) 5, Deceit {1y
ion, Seduction) 8, Defense 4, Eriquette (Sincer-
5, Hunting 4, Lore: History 6. Stealth 6
dbed nat cast spells ag the shugenja of Roku-
ind ther, but his strange magic allows him o
Identicul 1o those of the iollowing spells as i
by a Rank 5 shupenja; Dominate the Mind,
o Esseee of Alr, bigts of Hlusion, Bellec-
KU, Secrets on the Wind, Telepott, Whispering
b may also cast the following spells once per
L do not count as maho: Bleeding, Choking Death,
i hg'ﬂmllh

possesses an Innale resistance to the magic of
cannot be affected by elemental spells unless it
SMaho alfects |t normally.

mess: Weapons craited from ivoey ignore Adi-
. mung_

i Adissibah may ke the form of any human-
has encountered. This efiect lakes one round.
additional 2 rolled dice on all Acting. Disguise.
alls to impersonaie the individual in question.

rit: The round after killing an opponent, Adi-
el an entlre round standing over the body and
Adisabah mary make a consested Willpower roll
e indhvidual. If successful, it gxins all the victim's
mnd abilitles and can chanpe its form to that of the

[Ehis akered form, Adisabah loses all ts abilitkes {ex-

aliting) and adopis the Skills, Advantages. Dis-
d Techniques of the victim. This jorm may be
Hinkely, but 10 do s risks being influenced by
8 consumed. Every day, Adisabah must make a

Bl (TN equal 1o the individual’s Insight Rank x 5 +
Ry In which the Rakshasa has spent at least half

the day In the mnget’s fom), 1 Adisabah (alls this roll. it gins
the Honor Rank and some character taits of the dead target
(G discrethon) for one day. 1f Adizabah falls three of these
tolls while posseasing the same spirit, it permanently becomes
the target, losing all Rakshasa abilites.

Adizabah can possess only one devoured spiril at a time. 1f it
wishis 10 possess another spirit. it must first release any It pos-
sesses. To do so, B must spend a fll round couphing viokenily.
If Adisabah has Giled any Willpower rolls 1o prevent being in-
fluenced Iy the spirit, it must make a Stamina poll (TN equal o
20 for one falled roll, 30 ko rwo Giled rodls) or & cannol release
the spirit for another week. 1§ the Stamina roll bs successful or
unnecessany. the kst spirft &5 vomited forth in a choud of white
misl and passes on 1o the afterlife.

Among rakshasa, Adisabah was always known as “the Cruel™
for s ferocity In battke, but also jor s curiosity reganding mos-
tals — a curboslty that incvitably ed it to torment and destroy
them

Its curiosity led Adisabah 1o travel from its home in the vory
Kinpdoms 10 the Buming Sands. There, it encountered Olomo
Jama (younger brother 1o the Imperial Heirl and his thiee com-
patbons, lama Suru, Asahina Yajinden. and Dofi Tsugiko, The
Rakugani had become lost in the desert. Intrigued by the web of
ambitian, hated, and devation between them, it gave them sanc-
luary but crafted a pecial prison. So long as the four sunvived,
all wouled remain healthy and strong. If Otomo jama nl:l:'.mpl:ud
10 escape In any way, the spell would take his life but the others
would be free. If amy of the others escaped, they would be free,
but the other three would die. If any one of them attacked one
of the others, all four would perish.

They remalned Imprisened for a time, while Otomo lama
Tearrveel os ek as b could from Adisabal about gaijin magic,
When he felt he was ready (o venture out once maore, he ¢am-
maneles] Dol Teuglko to kill herself. She willingly did 8o, frecing
her beloved and his henchmen: Adisabah was Intrigued, and
coptinued to follow Olomo [ama for a time, alding him in hls
quiest 1o become a khadi, The outcast Hantei spurned his given
pame amd ook on a néew one: luchiban. Too late did Adisabah
realize the monster he had helped create, a menace that might
one day even destroy the mkshasa themselves.

With Ya|inder's sid. Adisabah began to form plans to one day
destroy luchiban. From Yajinden, Adisabah learned the weak-
ncsses of Rokugani magic. Adisabah combined this knowledge
with lis own, but was umwilling to oppose luchiban personally.
Instead it passed the knowledge on 10 2 band of wandeting trav-
elers within whom it sensed a curiously overdeveloped sense of
honor. These avelers called themsehoes the Tnicommn Clan.

When Adisabah leamed that luchitan had been defeated
and contained by monals, it set aside s plans for the Doom-
seckers and came 1o Rokugan secking 1o find the Bloodspeak-
e1’s heart. To Adisabah’s chagrin, Tuchiban had already escaped
his prison. The Bloodspeaker caprured the raishasa and. un-
abile 1o find a wav 1o kill the spirit, bound it in his own former
tomb. [uchiban was imprisoncd there again not long thercafier,
binding the two encmibes together in murtual misery until both
excaped In recent months.
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Linwilling to fight luchiban sell, Adsabah has informred
s mortal ally Tuchi Katamard of the Doomseeker tradition. as
eemplified by the Clan Warera heto luchi Karasu The st
it rells Katamari, woges an endless battle apoinst the heanless
khadi sorcerers. such a3 lechiban has become. The Doown-
scckers were, In Gt created by Adisabah and Yafinden, an
iroeny that amasces the rakchasa. To the mortal’s credir. Katsman
scms A bir more imellipent than its previous powmns, and Auti
sabah suspects Katamari has some Inkling of the tnuth.

In the end, il does not malter, 0 long as Tochiban s
dedtroved.

Part i
The Hidden City

fe sn had ok et dlsen when Shibo Ameifo awoke,

I She was trmedtately alerl, as she had Droained herself

fo be. Inmumerabile things thol dwelled fn the [sawa

Forest could threaten even d tralmed bushi, so it was best [0 e
ready ot all times when froveling the wilderness,

Thils wus not fer st exiended palrod hrough this region. The
Isuwa enjoved their epulodion o e Empines proeminend shi-
penpr and presented themsehves as fearless, afl-@nowing pacifists
The truth was, howrever that Morl o was yusé ond orysiorious,
the howme of spirits thal evon the Isowa did not fulfy understond
There wiere Things that mowed and dwelt within the woods that mo
man cver kil aecs wpon, af least none who (hved (o spock of whot
they saw. The Isawo callod upon their Shibo dofendas to padnal
the wilderness rgulardy. Thir job was fo defend, nol Bumit Do
that Jidd nod mean Haa! oy were mod on occasdon fnmiod. 5o when
Ameibo came cvniee an hour hefore sumrise, she guicidy reoched
for her blade.

The weapon wirs gong. Amciko gesped and cast abowt. Ireing ko
fond it butf <o # mowhone. Instead, she sow a strunge litle lemp
of e i sitfing om a log ocross from the compfine’s embers, look-
Img af her tmpatiently. “Good,” e grumbled in an odd, scratchy
yoee. “You're cwake.”

Ametko drew the knife that she kept tucked in her rabe. "Wiere
are my swords? ™ shedemanded, her yoice hreatening.

il them oul of reach, over e, ™ the ofd man sald, rodulig
fi e st M feared you might seaet with violferce, Fear nof, |
fiave not dishonored your swonds, L ke v, am semueal. You
will fimd e magistrofe’s papers with yotr weapons.

Ameiko frowmed and carefully moved fo take her swonds. They
were unharmed. as he had sald. and there wos a sl accompa-
nying theme She giickiy phinced over them, Ber gyes narrwing.
*These are the papers of an Agasha wonden,” she soid.

“You octrally rod them!™ The man soundoed penofnely sur
prised. “No ome ever dovs that.®

"Wha are you™ she demanded.

“Very well them.™ he grumided. withdmowing o smoll jode ool
from his robes and desting i off. “Here.™ He boasad it fo ber

She immpecied it “This & on Asako Ingubsifors sexl. How do |
know you did not steol this, and your pepers?™

If 1 took an Inquisitors seal.” e said irrffably
mcan | had kifled an ingueieitoe or of oo robbed :
coped wndelociod. Such o m:t-.cn'mfmﬂ "““HM -
such i you, woodd he?™ He rose and brushad o
robey. ©1 om Isowa Eﬂ-ﬂ.Lc Now that we h:\\-h-q
and were Dol eacll esticd, e showld go. We bove o ,,-1,

“I e ot ol woinls yoo! ™ Amcito hitsed, “This irooss
What arc you daing horel™
“There ane me mosig porch theougeh the forest,
aml specch marks thom ar frem all difforent reglons
brscts, | though porhops oy wore singsly somii OF BR
! followicd them ta make ocrain. Sic hours apa, they g ,
betfiedd o trio of romin in the forest. After o Brfef ritwal, —-:'-
arnd Joderedd therm on their fowrmey. ™
*Lmilened, * Ameiko =aid, She turred and spat, =M
“Minudspeakers,” Fosuto cormected, “They. move |
spcak of others, ! believe they are patherdng ond [ m
stop them,™ _
Amafhe frowned, "There &= nothidrg north of e
they ol #
Fosula shrugeed. “Does 1t matter? They are Blo
Thiy heave to die.”
Amefko considered i fora moment, them agneed. [
ter She quickly gothered her things amd followed J‘h:'_ i
indo the forest

Year 1165, Month of the Roc
(Early Fall)

THE DOOMSEEKER i
For several montks. the Unicom shugenja luch] Kt
been a puest of Adiszbah the Cruel, a twisted o

canvemn dedp in the Baming Sands. Unabde o e,
ferced 1o fisten 1o the raishas's sirange tales of l,ﬁ.g
sabah reveals the mch of [echibans origing — €
was once the younger brother of the Empwsor and,
belicved he would inherdt the throne. The
driven mad when power was dended him. Adizabahi
how luchiban has become so uniquely poweriul; vis
of Rokupari make and gaijin lkhadi magie, While

by no aveans o peod or noble splrt, 1t thists [or veng
tuchiban and is willing to help Katamari find a Wity
Woodspeaker. The rakshasa reveals 1o Katamarl the
dlitiong of the Doomaeekers, an order of holy men &
evlls thion cannon be killed,

YAJINDEN'S DISCOVERY

luchiban’s chiel Heutenant, the artisan Yajinden, di
exlstence of a previously unknown Spirl Realm, &
finite power and potential, the Realm ol “ﬂ'l'dl'ﬂd .
Realm has becomes 2 repository for kost souls, |
ihetr destiny when the Lying Darkness canuseid O
to open. While greathy intrigued by this discove
knows that e connot saifcly onter the Realm him
he investigate e deeply without Tuchiban learmig &85
i credit for his dsorvery. He will need an alky



-

yenOR AND SHOGUMN

Rain of Blood throwing the Emplr: tnto chags. the Link-
% plan to gwditly overwhelm the Lion in Kaeru Toshi
beel. Hoth clams settle In for 8 prueling war The Shogun
& his forces 1o march on Kaeru Toshi and bring peae
ar hurrkedly summons Kanexa o his presence.
guspects that Kancka's inienikons [ Kasru Toshi ar
- m:::ﬂ‘l{k' NS the Akodo and the Khan are both his
allies, he suspests 1har at bt the Shogun plans o aid
B and claim the city’s resources for himscl, or at worsd
e e both armies and marth upan the capital. He thus
e Kaneka to not Interfere, and instead dispatches him
I army to help the Crab defend the Kain Wall

R and embittered by the Emperors distrust. Faneka
By agrees. In truth, he cannot dery Naseru's logic but it
R the same. As he prepares te march at the Emper-
0, he Is approached by the Gozclu coutier Kalia
ol weho sees a kindred spleit in the Birer and ambitous

Mid Fall)

\ IGE ALLIES

Onisy Kyolu and the tanossd madman Kokujin con-
ather those silll Toval g0 the Dark Lord, Daipoisu secks
R the lands beyond Rokugan. Seeking knowledge of
sorcerors, he meels with Rugavah, a Kolat Master, As
ot layal to Rokupan, Dalgotsu belleves she will be
diced apainst him for his past actions. They strike an
tween the [Kolat and the Lost. In retum for Informa-
ot hidden Bloodspeaker seets, the Lost will act 1o de-
HECH In winyd thil the secretive Kolat cannot. lkomao
relipted Kilat Master, Is chosen as the liaison for this
M alllance,

Closer to home, the Unicom Clan also make a fragile peace
with Dalgotsu's followers. When vengelul soldier Moo Latomi
discovers the ancient writings of the mato-tsukai Kuni Nabkan,
he Immediately recopnizes their value in the war agoinst the
Blocdspeakers. Sadly, he understands very little of them. Ap-
proaching a relatively honormble Lost sammeal named Diakpolsu
Muguiro, Latomu offers a copy of the book in reium for whslever
knowdedpe Meguro’s allles can ofier. While both sides are inbtkally

suspicious, both adhere to their side of the bargain honorably

Vear 1165, Month of the Dog
(Late Tall)

FIRES OF THE HIDDEN CITY

In an attempd 1o track his lost Bloodswords to- thelr current b
cations, luchiban accidentally discovers the location of Gisci
Tashi, the Hidden Ciry of the Phoenix whete that clan caches
dangerous magical artifacts. Tuchiban dispatches his Ticuten
ant Yajinden 10 bepin an assauh upan the Hidden City. In the
meantime, he summons lorth the monstrous Kusatte Ing, an oni
prophesied 10 one day bring abour the end of the mortal realm,
and unleashes it upon Kyuden Isawa as a distraction for the
Elemental Council,

Tolu. dakmyo of the Monley Clan, is among the first to rush
1o the Phoenlx Clan's ald, bringing with him a leglon of Drag.
on Clan soldiers. Desperate 1o keep the Black Scrolls out of
luchiban's hands, Toku, Crane wartior Dol Midoruy, and Toku's
gon Kyajl flee the cily with the ancient relics, Yajinden purmsucs
them, forcing Taku 1o sacrifice his e o bring down an avi-
lonche upon the Immortal Bloodspeaker.

A Kvuclen lsawa, the Phoenis are hard pressed by the K-
gathe Tri The Elemental Mastees complete the spell thae will re-
turn the beast o is sleep, but not belore [Eawa Taeruko, Maste
of Earth ancd senbor member of the Councll, 5 slain,

Iuchiban recums to take command of the assault just as the
wayward general Shiba Alkitne, bonded
with the infinitely powerful artiinc
called Isawas Last Wish, retums
from self-imposed exile to defend fhis
clan. luchiban boasts that all of this
was according o his plan, that not
only had he hoped for a chance o
dominate the Last Wish, but that he
manipuiated evenis Tom his prson
s0 that Alkume would fnd the YWish
1o begin with. Alkune does not Delleve
Juchiban, bur nearty loses control of
the Wish 1o Inchiban, estaping only
with the aid of his old friend. Master
of Alr lsorwa Nakamure. As the Datthe
turns sgninst the defenders. the Drag
Oon sokdlier MIMmedo hETD [AKeS up
the Maodsword, Ambition, from a
ined temple and wiekis i 2painsd e
Bloodspeakers.

NOLLIAF aONOWYI(]



DIAMOND EDITION

Alkune remuems just as the Phoenix and Dragon troops ane be.
ginning a withdrowal from the elty. He apparently loses control
of the Last Wish and desimoys the oy, I reality, e has used
the Wish to move Glsel Tozhi from lts curnent location, placing
It deeper in the mouniains beyona [uchiban's grasp

Year 1165, Month of the Boar
(Late Fall)

DAWN OF ENLIGHTENMENT
In a hidden monastery deep In Robvean's wilderness, the man
known 2% the Hooded Ronin has Ij'.'ej in seclushon for decades.
The descendant of Shinsei. be was the hero who gathered the
Seven Thunders against Fu Leng & the end of the Clan War. On
his deathbed he bees his son, Eosoln, nol 1o abandon Rokou-
gan during its time of need as all previoos heis 1o Shinsel have
domne

Rosoku s tom between his lather’s anal wish and Rokugan's
necd for Shinscls descendants 10 survive antil the next Day
of Thunder. He decices to compromise. He cralls a number of
challenges and presents them to the Emperor. Whoever can
meet thees ch allenpes will have proven themscehves enlighicned,
warlhv of the secoret volumes of Shinsel's wisdom known as the
[Leaks of the Five Rings. Having found such enlightened souls,
Rosoku can confidently setumn 1o obscurity knowing thal the
Empire is in pood hands.

Shinsel’s descendant knows that he risks much by surfacing
even for go briel o time, bot he fears greater hnrm will eome 10
Rokugan I e does nathing.

Rﬂiﬁku‘s.ﬂhnllia@ea

The slx challenges created by Rosaku and passed an by
the Emperor are as [ollows:

The smith who can cralt a helmet strong enough to shat-
ter one thousand blades shall keep the Book of Earth.

The scholar whe can contain one thousand years of
learning on & single parchment shall keep the Book of
Air.

The warrlor who can defeat a thousand enémbes in a
single stroke shall kesp the Book of Fire

The general who can Tead Ris armies irom one end of
the Empire to the offver in a single night shall keep the
Book of Water.

The sige who can perionm a task greater than these
four things combined shall keep the Book of the Void.

And to the soul who can master all five of these,

an even greater glit — a collection of these five scrolls
supplemented by andient saolis permed by the onigi-
nal Shimsel. Roscku calls this volume the Book of Five

Rings.

Adventure Hook

CHALLENGE
The chamcterss ase imaveling in the Emping's northern . Y
Phoenix temitory, and encounter 2 wounded hoenkx sk
He hurmiedly cxplains that he is belng pursued h'!"l :
|'||-."1h1-1p1.“:li.:'- wito want o sieal an Rem in his posssa

wounds are hasiily bound and he B exhausied "
He is extremely suspicious of the plryer characters af el
that they might be Bloodspeaker sples.

FocCus
The shugenia = a moiugee from Gised Toshi, -n!-uﬁqll '_
dodging Bloodspeaker kegions. He has no nem -3
claims, but were e o be capiured his L'nmﬁn*ﬂ
Eryeut would be imvahuable 1o the Bloodspeakers. He S
ashamed that b fzd the battle, and docs mmdﬁr
comandice. Ii the pi.r'u characters leam of the siustion 5
Tishi and wish o ofer aid. they need the flecing
to find the cin

-

STRIKE s
(¥ course the Bloodspeakers remaln to be dealt with

Int his shame. the Phoenix may throw himsell i
combat. haping to die in bartle with his enemles, O
1hils happens the plaver characters will never leam thEloae
of Crlsel Toshi. |



: l_gp,,.uqh Tsaws Tensal (Al 5 [a]
e STATUS: 8.0 GLORY: 5.1
Earth: 3[4] Fire: 4

~ Willpower 5

Whaters 3 4] Void: 3
Strength

RTAGES: Ally (Tomori Sheitungl, Benten's  Blessing,
daf the Elements {Alr), Higher Purpode [Peace (o the

OVAMTAGES: [dealistic, Swom Enemy (Tamor: Chosal),
1 mer Shaltungl, Unlucky (3 points)

_':]i}tl.-_v..an [Bonzai) 2, Calligraphy 4, Courtler 5. Etlquette
gaticn &, Lore: the Elaments 5, Lora: the Oracles of
Medleine 4, Meditation 6, Spears 3 |5]. Spelleralt (Al
edpe) 7, Theology (Shintao) 4

g the Elemental Master of Al Makamu has all
Air spells, many as bnmate Abilities. His selection of
I.:l;munlul spells 15 extensive, bt oot e the some ex-
1 Al Makamuro may be assumad o have all non-Vald
spells llsted In Third Editon so long as he meets

In his yeuth, Isawa Nakamuro was happy. He studied under
the preat sensel snwa Sachl alongside Bsawn Yaruko, the young
woman he loved, and had drawn the anention of Agasha Gen-
nal, the Moster of Ar When his studies permitted, he loved
spending fime wandering the hills alongside Yaruke and his
frlendd Shiba Alkune, the Pheehlx Champlon’s son. Although e
was nat bom to-a prominent branch of the Isawa, NMakamuro
i a strong affiniy for alr and enjeyed a carefred lilesyle,

The first blow to Makamuro's world was when a mamiage was
arranged between Alkune and Yaruke, Although he had never
confessed his feelings to Yamko, Makamuro was devastared,
When Yaraka's father was killed by Yoban|in. it drove her dand
Mikune closer together, which pained Makamuro greatly, Onlv a
fieww yeirs later after the three of them passed their gempukbu,
Yaruko was among the Phoenix children kidnapped by the Steel
Chrysanthemum’s forces with the assistance of Dark Omacle of
Fire Agasha Tamord, Makamuro and Alkune accompanied Tga-
wa Bachl in an auempt w rescue her, but the venseful spiris
murdered her o punish the Phoenix. Sachi took o terrble ven-
geance upon the spidts, bur Alkune mormed his weath on Ma-
kamura, The pale's rriendship was onlshed, To make matters
worse, Yarukes mother Taerabka, the Master of Earth, hlamed
baoth young men. In a single instant, Nakamuro [ost everyone
he had called a MMend.

With little left in his fre, Nakamuro threw kimself into his
atudies, becoming Agasha Gennals [avored student. When
the divisions among the Elemental Masters grew too great for
his sensel w bear, Nakamuro found himsell promoted 1o the
posithon of Master of Afeafter Gennal relired [n disgust. s
Taeruko's wrath had not diminished over ime, and Nakamuro
did ot find his early years an the Councl] pleasant.

When the Dragon-Phoenix war was at its peak, Nakamiro
and the other Masters were defeated in combat by the sheer
audacity and selflessness of Tamori Shaitung. Shaitung and the
Alasters were cast deep Inte tunnels below the Dragon moun-
tains, where they encountered and were defeated by the Dark
Qracle of Fire, Makamuro and Shaliung escapad. and Nakamuro
attempted fo ease tensions between the two clans by remaining
i Diragen lands as a hestage. The two eventually retummed and
defeated the Dark Oracle, ending the war and discovering that
they loned one another, even though they could not B wogeter

Recently, Makamure was among the foremost defenders of
Caisel Toshi, the lependary. Hidden Cliy of the Phoenks. Naka-
miura stood agninst the attacking Bloodspeaker army, accepting
ald from outsiders for the Grst tme In the clty's history Naka-
muro wis hlessad Iy Bishamoen during the battle, and his magic
was cesental (nothe clny's defense. Many Phoenlx leamed Lo
respect Makamuro that day,

The current Councll make-up 15 frostrating for Makamina,
He and fhe Master of the Void Shiba Ningen are often allies,
finding thumselves In oppasition w the traditionalist Dojl Akiko
and Isaws Sachl, MNaokamura’s sister, Isawa Dchial, is often the
declding vote, but to his consternation she sides with Aklko as
often as Makamura,
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TOEL, THE GEMERAL
SCHOOL PAMK: Toku Bushl §
HOMOR: 3.8 STATLS: 7.7

LLORY: 5.4

Airz 3 Earth: 4 Fire: 3
Reflexss 4 Agility 5

Water; 4 Void: 4

ADVANTAGES: Greet Desting, Luck (6 points)

DIEADVANTAGES: Can't Lic, [dealistic

KATA: Striking as Earth, Striking ns Water

SEILLS: Athletics 5, Battle 4, Courtier 2, Craft: Farming 2, De-
fepse <, Edquente 3, Hunting o, nstriaction 4, Investigation

(Search) 6, livjutsu 3, Kenjutsu 6, Knives 4, Kyujutsu <, Lore:

History 4, Theology (Shintao) 4, War Fan 2
[t I5 amaong the greatest inonies of Rokugan thatone of the great-
el herees inthe Empine’s history began with such humble agl-
ging. His valor and honor elevated him above the circumstances
af his Blth and into history.

Toku's original name remains unknown, He was a peasant
sehase village was beset by bandits. Toku wook wp the blade of o
s samurai and defended his people. When the attack was ot
an end, the samural who defended the villape were dead. Toku
claimed the blade and a Unicern steed, and set out into the
Ermpire to Al bis fortune as a mondn, Ble attracted lithe atentlon
at firgt, and might well have come to nething had it net been for
(e Clan War's cnset. When the cutcast Lion Champion Toturl
began gatherng his ronin ammy, Taoku was among the fcst to join
him.

Toku had nostraining whatsoever, amd came close to death
many tistes during the Clan War's eacly days. He was a bright
lad with o guick mind, however, and soon became an adepl
wirtion developing his own sryleé and techniques. In less than
a year, he became one of Toturds personal guard, the fabled
Twele Ronin, When Fu Leng was defeated on the second Day
of Thunder, Toturl touk the throne and offered Toku a positlon
as caplain of his Imperiol Guard. Toku declined and confessed
his wrigin as 8 peasant, asking only te be allowed one final act
15 i samuriz seppuk, Toturl refused and insisted not only on
Toku's appuintment as caplain, but also as Champlon of a new
Minar Clan, the Monkey Clan,

The Monkey Clan became maglstraees and soldlers for the
Emperor. Linder Toku's leadership, they gained mone prestige
than any other Minor Clan In history, save the Mantls. Toku
forged an alfiance with the Scorpion, marrying the Shosuro
daimyo's slster Inao and having four children. His eldest, Mi-
yiko, become an officer under Totuwd Tsudao in the First Legion,
Though he and ks wife had not marred for love, Taoku and [nao
came ta love one another dearby

Taku was cne of those wha rode pa defend Glsel Toshi when
[uchiban attacked the Phoenix city When il was discoverad
that mwo Black Scrolls weee among Glsel Toshi's freasures,
Toku, Doji Midoru, and Toku's son rode south In an altempl
to bear the dangerous anifaes out of thie Bloodspeaker's grasp.
luchiban®s lieutenant Yajinden was (oo determined (o be shak-
en. Toku ok the only route he could, and bought his son tme
to escape with the scrolls by sacrificing himseli. Tn his final act.
Taku brought a landslide down upon the imimaortal sorcerer, giv-
ing Midom and kis son more than enough tme o escape.

Part 1l
Wrath of the Emperoy

oft Rintara {ried his best nol fo fidget. He
I o sl and epulert chamber n th
Patace. Three days ago, he had rever seen the g
He was a high-ranking magistrate of the Dol family, b I
tleoetny dicd mo! extend bovomd Crane borders, He was
serve fifs fomeily, clom, cnd Emplre by protecting .l:r,u_-gungv i
al fome, He fad no amiGition o serve among the Emeng
fsrretes s 0 o =0 many of his fellow moglstmates, Kir
a sineple men, He desired only low and order and el
clesfros were oty no matler the scafe.
Do Wewrike sinflecl af the younger mar. "Be af ease,
Yowr presernce hore & ot horor, not a punistment,™
Kintaroe smiled neroushy, “Fonghve my amxiety, Ma il
e said, “The notiar of a pelvale audlence with ihe B
difficalt for e o comprebend.”
Norlhe nodded, She wos the semlor maplstrate for all
fnees. She reported directly to Dofi Kurohito concerning the i
of the dozens of maglstrales wnder her commuond.
“You are a gifted magisirate, " she offered. “Perhaps &
O fts ke inlerest dn sofne motter vor fave restg
Rirturo opened s moulf loexplain thot nmj'll 5
have done would possibly be worlhy of the Emperors ail
bl the sliding of @ shoft screen interupted him. He st
his ahi ope final fine and prepared himseir. :
A vourg woman entered e chamber. The hm!p
gotden armor was emblozoned with the Tinperial chryso
she examined them both carcfully, eves dnking in i
ard ther glanced at the stard In the room's corner to s
SWods were eut of reach.
“Your Majesty, " she said, howing fow, “we are reqdy.
Kintaro felt his heart skip a beat as Emperor Toturt 1 en
the chamber, He moved: briskly, nodding to his bod U
scanming the chamber with an pattent eve, hmmmx !
placed his heod apainst the ffoor ard saw Nonko di
next o fhim.
"My Emperar ™ he whispened,
“Rise.” The Emperors volce was casteal, umconcermeds
brought you here to recognize your valorous service. 1 apa
[ amest b ol
“A moment of vour (e is worth our [ifetimes,” Nom
pofifedy, "
The Enmperor firvored frer with o siile, “Doji Kinloma, m)
sonal oltendants hove reviewed the reconds L!lll’}'-r.lul"-l-fl-lf.'r' &
ago, you exposed and executed o number of Bloodspeak
province, did vou nof* :
“I didd, my lond.* Kinlaros heart fell. “If 1 hod bee
vighant, perhaps the Rain could have been avolded &
Iives soveed | have dwelt on that foilere, | do mot R i
did wrong...”




nodhing wrong.” the Emperor counbered, " The Bood-
we e teditton, our fiows, Thee ane odent af faking
o :ijlrﬂul:'ﬂc.rfll.'fl._‘ﬂcf Lo prestocol, Forexamie — vt furaed
gver to vaur superior. Noriko-san, did you not?”

mperor (e toward Norike, “Curious, ther, that the
ol pursted. and that the docuicnls were destroyod

 were ever enfered inta the Imperial records.

fﬁk'l- an fine Pt of my subordingfes,” Mortho said, sneer

aro, “A regreftable mistoke, but one tha! fhnuld i b

sl fﬂ'ﬂ!ﬂl‘ﬂ-ﬁﬂﬂ { ot stine ho eon explain. ..

1 hlEmmer sfel, "You explain, Norka. To mv hrather

fempred o rse, reoching for something within her

g pulse of heat erupted from the rear of the chamber.

bl (0 shovk os Norkas charred body (el lo the

l!nd' her stond a man in leng red rotes, his fioce covered

H-E imask embiazoped with the dsing sun.

Sezary, the Empeross brother also knows as the mer-

; f.lpd ﬁghﬂﬂ. "thz.'... what... "

th dlisgest "fm' AU (7 ’E:i'. Hi I‘trrnf-:l' tack
“Your supertor betrayed me, and ghe paid the price
s will per. There was a quiel, smolidering ariger in
ey You have been promated. Remember what vou

ith'f:_.Gu_znku Begin to subily denlgrate
in court, They point o feapedies
& Rain of Blood and the attack
fhl! Blaming the Emperor for
iveness [ndealing with the Tm-
! ies. Thﬂugh Tosturl TH sail] com-
il cheal of respect. even those
revered him lepin to wander [
filp can truly keep the Empire

EERCIFL& CHALLENGE
Hdently 1o the attack on Gisel
uri 111 grants his Brosher, Isawa
b authorine In rooting out #nd
fing the Bloodspeaker mennce, Even
il and Jade Magistrates are sub-
850 Sezany and his huriters, and rot
o Hemental Masters are immune Lo
& " Y. Though Jade Champion Asithi-
]-5" ab first upsel by this challenge
he swallows his pride iind al-
IE"'H“I Sezanu so that wpether they
g ?’UT fuchiban's hidden fellowers as
5 Possinle,

——

Further, the Emperor fssues o formal challemge. carried
throughout the Empire by his heralds. He commands the Blood-
spedher to gather his armibes and meet him on the felds beyond
Toshi Ranbo, o face those whom he has insulied with his wery
existence. The Emperor does not homestly expect luchiban Lo
reply to the challenpe so quickhy after withdrawing from Gisei
Toshi. The challenge is essentially an attempt to remind e
people of Rokugan that the Emperor's strength is still prearer
than luchiban, Though the result is notas universal o eenewal
of hope a5 the Emperor had hoped it would be, many commend
fiim for his bravery and stand ready o defend the Imperdal City
in his name.

REZAN'S MADNESS
Sinee the Battle of Oblivions Gate, the poet Reran has wan-
derad the Empire seeking his lost love, his bride in life, a woman
bre never truly realized he oved untl she was reincamated n
the momal realm. From the lands of the Drapon Clan, he re-
celvies Bitter news. A letter addressed w Rezan was discoviered
in the belompings of a voune Mirumeto gird, a letter thal revealed
her as his reincamated love. Sadly, the letter was nelther com-
pleted nor delivered, @8 she was among those few Dmagon souls
corrupied during the Rain of Blood.

Crushed by griel, Rezan inds grim pumpose — revenpe upon
fuchiban. He sets oul to ally Mmseld with the man be feels can

dleliver this revenge to him with mone certainty than amy other
— 1he Dark Lord, Dualposan.

Biclling farewell to his clogest friend, Imperial Herald Miva
Shaobn, Bezan takes up his swond and walks into the Shadow-
lanuile alerie

NOILIAT - aNOWYI(
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Vear 1165, Month of the Ox
(Mid Winter)

ARAMASU'S PRIDE
On the remoie sland of Aramasu’s Pride. Emcraid Champion
Yasuii Hachi oncovers a comspiracy betwesn a3 Manric <ap-
txin and a2 disraied Dvapon samural. The Drapon, Miromoto
Gengyo, had once served the renowmed peneral Miumoto
Junnesuke bt had retreated into the mountains following his
Y-
Tha &

" - Ty "
Ine Manlis \.."-I"'..'u.-'- Yoriiomo Chimon, had be

master’s disprace, and had since come 10 command a larpe

oh
-ll"""h'il‘lg Genpyo with food and weapons skimmed from his

coent plratical activities In retum Jor mane Yobanjin treasures
Gengyvo had intended 1o use these supplbes [0 mount a vengeful
sirike apainst the weakened Phoenix Clan. Gengyo recognizes
Hachi in his gulse as a lowly maglstrate and amacks him, only
b be slaln vy the Emerald Chamron,

In retum for reoting oul Chimorls eliminal activities, Manilg
Champlon Yoritoma Kumiko promlses (o hale all unprovokecd
naval attacks for two years. Chimonl, gullty of no offeial erime,
Is reassipned as a diplomat in Spamrow lands. As Chimort was
personally responsible for sinklng a Spamow vessel, he 1s slaln
in a duel by the Kakita-trained son of the Sparmow Clan daimyo
ooy weeks later.

EEEPER OF AIR
Vhen a shrine contaimimyg the Dark Covenant of Fie [T
by unknown assailsnts ioces In the Dragon and [
Clan are quici @ blame one another. The 'H-‘P”HMEM
poised to explode nfo viclenoe when Miremoio “Jm.

ot daimme Miromote Rosanjing, intervenes. ng
the leaders of beth sidss for thelr amogance, brances
treaty that promised peace behworn the two clans 5
them that thelr motual duty W stand agine the Shat
surpasscs the petty meed o cast Name

1
Shamed by thep
thofs, both =ides bow' o her wisdom. Shortly mﬂﬂhﬁ

discovers the Book of Ais

Year 1165, Month of the Tiger
(Late Winter)

YAJINDEN'S RETURMN
Iwehiban's Heutenant, Y g

rithble where he has fain imprisoned sinee the battle n,L
Toghl, From the vaults of the Hidden Clty he has réca
prize < a peael containing the soul of the villainoos Kon
a villaln of the Clan War era. He strikes a bargaln with'y,
fering freedarm in retum for Yoris investigation of the Re
Thwarted Destiny: Yori begins gathering damned Spinis
him in the conquess of this new Spirlkt Restlm

Adventure Hook
CHALLEMGE

[n spite of s prominent sole in restoring onder aiter @
of Blood. the Dragon Clan fas redeived litthe gratitnds e
rest of the Empise. [0 fact. many Clans expressed ind

at the Drapon’s tole, interpeeting it as implying that thes
soldings. During thelr travdls, the
characters cncounter a group of Drapon soldiers SUmoas
a pamrol of local magkstrates who are unaware of the D
newly pramed powers. The maghstmaics have question
authentciry of the Dapon's Imperial chames
Dvagon hove endured the suspicion®g '
bt tempers are clearly Beginning o fray. .

not protect their own &

FOCus
The PCs have stumbled onte o difficuls
flaor 1 the maplstrates kI orarmest the
ian squad, the Emiperor’s other servi
the Dragon Champlon) will be enrs
seek justice. [f the Dragon are Fan:ﬂﬁ '
or flee the magistrates, they will [oseSEEE
deal of nespect from the very CRIZERSHENS
they ae endeavoring 10 protect-

'-wawmﬂ'ﬂ'

:'r_!_ujt.;.

IVETS NIy T |
|‘|.|"|_"' shde could rightfy Blame them for not .l.d-ﬂi‘ ]
solution when they had the opportunity — they mt,;h.l'ﬂ -
ed as cowands or worse, The plrver characters rrsd
1o broker peace betwesn the Drapen troops and the 8
falling that. watkdane Fonombly beioee the Gphting DRSS




~s During
th of the Emperor

SUNEMORL, SIMPLE COURTIER

¥ Doji Courther 4 [5]

21 (1) STATUS: 2.8 GLORY: 2.7

Firec 2 Water: 7 [3] WVoid: 3
iniclizence & Perceplion 3

Craity, Perceived Honor (1)
{5: Bad Reputation {Hedonist), Small, Lechery

tler 6 (7], Etiquenie 6, Etiquetie (Seduction) 7,
4, Lore: History 4, Lore: Imperlal Courts 6,
ny 4, Theology 2, Underworld 2 [4]

are those whie fear his Influence, and olhers who
1@ worthy rival In the courts, very few who have
Munemod truly respeet him, This Is exactly as
u it. He has spent his entire |1le craiting an im-
at, a lecher, a drunkand; @ man of no honor,
e his image disregard him utterly, making them
th. Those who see past his fogade are threats,
ted with more attention and resources than the
s ’llh:lm Imnpuhle of seeing the truth,

% Afunemorn was a promising student of Kakita
d status camed him the enmity of his fellow
funemon did not care. He did rot seck to build
;du:minim make an [mpeession only on the
| among the cowts, D.T'!"r“‘hﬂll'ltmw‘l‘lhhtiih“
'I'liﬂﬂ who were unimportant. he mpressed 3=
i & foolish youth.
the first contacts made by Bayushi
e Soorpion mastermind began marshalling al-
clan. Atsuld belicved that Munemon was a like-

‘pdhmmspeﬂs he was cotrect. The courtics
th the Gazoku philosophy of a sole Emperor being
it he did not belicve Atsuki's claims that he did
o for, himseli. Munemorl was far cannler than
glieved, and he recognized lust lor power when
eless, Munemorl accepied his ofier 1o join the
1 careiully planning a means of removing the
fevolent Influence from .
few vears, Munemosd has worked threlessly in
Gozoky, but only with individuals whe he be-
m In opposing Atsuki. Even the Shogun found
too lempting to pass up, and now that the
Allowed certain evidence of Atsuki’s histery with the

Bwer 1o fall into Kaneka's hands, he hopes that the
EBecome what it was abways meant 1o ke,

UTAGAWA, RONIN DUELIST

SCHOOL/ RANK: Ronin Duelist 3

HOrOR: 3.6 STATUS: N/A {Ronin) GLORY: 1.1
A3 Esrth: 7 Farec 3 Waler: 1 Woid: 1

Fafles=s 4 Starmina 4

ADVANTAGES: Fbhisus Blessine, Inheritance (Wakizashi),
Quick

DISADVANTAGES: Benten'’s Curse, Small. Social DiEadvantiage
{3 points)

KATA: Strildng as Fire, Striking as Vold. The World s Empry

SEILLS: Athletics 3, Datile (Skitmish) 2. Cralt: Weaponsaith-
Ing 4, Defense 4, Liquene 2, Hunting (Survival) 3. laljulsu
5, Tiujutsu 3, Kenjutsn (Katana) 5, Kywjutsu 2, Medicine 2,
Meditation 2, Stealth 2, Thealogry 3. Underwoarld 2

Ronin are generally overlooked by mast samumai, When they
are noticed, they tend ta be treated with disdain, hostillty, or at
best forced politeness. Those who travel as wave men leamn
avercome this hardship, though for many it remalng a source of
anger and simmering resentment that haunts them untll thelr
dying day

Lltagawa profers it

The ronin called Litagawa was once a samural in a minor vas-
sal family that served the Isawa. Even among vassals, she was of
Iow standing. and was content o pursue a life of obscurity. The
ket that changed her like was her skill with craftine steel. Her
craftsmanship was such that she was given the privilege of forg-
ing katana fot het tiny family. A representative from the Lsawa
cven came 10 inspedt her work, and thoogh the shugenja was
sparse with his praise, he scemed pleased with her skill. [t was
the man’s yojimbo, however, that chapped Ltagawa’s destiny.

The yofimbos name was Reilado, and he had onde boen
romin. He visked Utagawa irequently, and the o became
friends. He taught her to use the blade as well as aeate it, and
many other things besides. In time, he confided in ber regard-
ing his ancestry: he was the scion of a long, doomed line that
traced its roots back to the Snake Clan, destroyed centuries apo.
Mare to the point, he told her of Asako Mishime, the Phocnix
who had betrayed his clan so that the Chuda family could be
bort agatn in the Shadowlands. So lang as the Chuda existed,
Relkado's honor could never be cleansed.

In time, the elderly Reikado died. He lefi his wakizaghl, an
anclent relic of the Snake Clan, o Utagawa, and bepped her
to cleanse his honor She swore that she would, She cmfted a
katana to match the exquisite wakizashi and, knowling that her
vaws to the Phoenlx would never allow her to pursue [ustice for
Relkado, she abandoped her tords and became renin.

For now, Utagawa roams the Empire honing her skills. One
day she will fulfill her vow and kill Chuda Mishime, but she ks
not yet ready. Until that day comes, she spends each day per-
fecting her art.

NOLLIA]- AONOWYICT
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Part IV
- Web of Lies

ke Lion troops driflied for countless hoars. If this was

thetr dafly routine. i wias a manned that thar hod anough

emerey fo enpape In battle. Then apain, if they endesred
such rigors withou! complafnt, perhaps that was b thor hod
eniuned the long armd grucling conflict agatns! the Unicom.

Tory saf vrmoving ambd the rocks, iwniching the troops with o
boned expression. He hod been studying their movement far nearly
four davs. and the regimented routines of the Lion ammies hod
long stnce become fedivus. Me look a bite of @ rice ball, chewling
crfesertly, eating mose ol af ennul than humger This was by for
aimomg the least pleasant deties e hod peformed,

"IN ot movel”

Toru was almos? relieved, He stopped chewing and raised his
hamds corefulle. “May | turn areund

“Stowly, " was the answer. Tord rose and tuemed slowly. os in-
structed. Three Lion bushif foced him, Wodes drown. Tivo bone the
Matstr mom. One bore the Akodo mon ond the markings of o gun-
50, @ sergeand i the Livn ormy. He was the ome who hod spoken.
“What &5 your purpuose heme® Whom do you serve™

I serve ne one,” Torw amawered. ) am ronin.”

“A likely story.” one of the Mot sneered. “The Kbar i md
abowe dispecising his scoes. Lef me dend with kim™

"Wk, " the Abndo arswered. “What is your name, ronin™

*Tore. " the ronin arswerad. “T once served the Scosplon, ong
ag. Now, | senve whomone the Forfumes commond. ™ He dicked
bis lips. "1 had boped perbups lo find service with the Line. W
your commmander soe me’”

The second Matsu scowled. “The Lion have no need of fthy
wainyT men!T

“Tor.” the punso sald. "I hinve hoand thel Aome A SCopuon.
o S’

“Wialt,™ the first Moalsu said, “The one cast out for comardice?
Chr wars it homesti?™ He loughed, “What a poor Scormion s
wene!*

Toru fooked dowr, “1 am a loyil sensant, Does (he division e
sembied below requine scouls!™

"Hah," the second Mot scoffed, "There ane fwo divisions with
Jull seoul support, We have no peed of wou!™

*Of course.” Toru sabd. *T aip sorrys Dwill Teenve immediately.

"D so gueickly, ™ Hie Alodo said, “We will not be: merciful (f we
FCE You again,

Toru nodced, prabivd s poack and left. As he walked away be
smiled, Two divisions with full scout support. His masiers fn the
Scorpion Clon would be pleased by such information.

Vear 1166, Month of the Har
(Early Spring)

GLORY OF THE SHOGUN
The Shopun's armiss amive in Toshd n—‘l'lbﬁh
peror 5 initidly outraesd a1 Kaneka's
pmn‘th.. W h.ll\.ﬂl.w’.-]"‘[‘lﬁ that the Fm
was to dedend the Empire aesing the Bloodspe
Emperor’s recent dhalenge © the Bloodspealkes
foodish for the ﬂ'ﬂ.‘.ﬂ-ll": i beave his E.H'IIH"I‘L“' I
Emperor migtmizsis the Shogon's true motives, §
not angue urther without appearing o have
MR

HOUR OF THE WOLF _
In the noithern reptons of the Emplre; [Sawn Sezin
of luchiban's most powerful lieutenants, lama S
He narmowly defeats them both, surviving only due
arrival of Tuehi Katamari, From the Dasmeeeker,
of luchiban's origing and reallzes that o defeat |
ers he must learn more. The two of them venturne B
pran's borders Into the Buming Sands.

Vear 1166, Month of the D ‘ag
(Mid Spring)

DEATH OF AGASHA HAMANARI .
The seer Agasha Hamanard begins tw rouse from his @
ey, but onc of Sczancs hunters provides Fﬂ .
ts allied with the Bloodspeakers. The hunter puts Has
death, only o have his endence and cr
10 be spurious shortly thereafter. The Elemental Coxing
and exocutes the rogee shugenja.
Though the mater & swifily exposed, the I.l:t remal
ane of Sczan’s chosen huniters has unjistly patio
the few men In Rokusan who demonstirated an abilin
and defend agains: lud:ihan's actions. &
Miost are so intent on demonizing the absent
"renegade” hunters that fow stop 1o question W
evidence came from, Those few who do seek th
etly silenced by the Gozoku lord Bayushl Alsukls @
continues to fan the fames of susplelon against the

THE [RON CITADEL
Tuchiban long ago removed his own heart in o kb
ual. He pave his heart to his loyal vassal, [ams 5
cottld be hidden where Tuchibans enemies 'r'-'ﬂ'-llll
OF guess ot s significance. With Suma’s death. 1
now seek out Ris owe Feart and reclaim It so that it
safely bidden. Sensing that the heart Is somewhee
s Uchi, he moves Bis forces there, claiming that b
retake the former Imperizl Capital as his new base 8
Using a Black Scroll recovered by his minions, be
lron Citadel on the ruins of the former [mperial I8



' [-'THE GOZOKU
er of the Emperor’s Hidden Guand, reveals
: :fﬁﬁﬂﬂ“m to the Emperor Those wio would seek
Emperons power now stand even amone his mosi
tectors: 1he Emperor nealizes how deeply Gozoku
: h; Srn-tid" and can trust ondy 3 select feae Toshiaki
B io retaln his position, as the Emperor kecps his
it i waichiul eve

1166, Month of the Serpent
» Spring)

[ON OF THE DEAD

o the comupied spirit Kuni Yor's iovasion of the
. Bealm, the Realm of Thwearicd Destiny beoins scizing
B8l dead beroes from other Realms for urf.. c=. Tuchiban
gkt spiriheal .‘L;ln.' iy but. ronically, fais n.L-! oct thest

F
2

peT hcll-cw- that the Realm of :.:mm:s.. L‘s. SAlmy
g heroes to destroy him, and be commands Yajin-
a8 dedense. Yajinden gladly complics, adding the
sspliits luchiban offers him 1o the army that Kuni Yori
ads, cicating a ch_lun ol j.{l'\..".ll-

gray. formless pl.mw of th: I.'I..'-.-'I"'I oL 111'.' aried
many ol the heroes begin 1o fear for the montal realm.
lﬂ'l:ﬂlh {hat Toku, wha now stands with the Legion
i snknowingly has the secrel of locating Iuchiban’s
e Battle In the Realm of Thwared Destiny should
l‘ﬂnuumv the pouls who fipht there, that secret will

lost. The Leglam of the Dead embark on a desperate

gambit to send one soul back through that realm's analogue of
Oblivien's Gale, so that thelr descendants will hinve a chande to
fight. In the meantime, Kuni Yori has also discovercd that this
Healm's Gate silll has enough power 0 send one soul back (o
the moetal realm, and plans 1o use it to restore his own lile,

Nelther side realizes. that this very battle will determine the
balance ol thig Realm. Should the Legion of the Dead tnumph.
the Realm of Thwamed Destiny will become a place of bound
kess hope. I the Lagion of Blood trimmphs. it will become a ol
and hellish place

Uiltimately i is a "'u:n' former Crab Champion Hida Kisada
#h the Gate first. Kunl Yorl Secs 1o un
known reaches of the Spirit Realms. The soul of Senao, a trou
bled ronin hero, becomes the scardian spirlt of this now Realm
which be names Maigo no Mushs

who bghis his way through

DAIGOTSU'S SOUL RECOVERED

Bchind the battle in the Realm of Thwaned Destiny, Yajinden
has cven greater plans. Having fn..nur:r-_:—:u Kuni Yo 10 ¢sia-
late the conflict, his secret ally the Shadow Dragon reveals the
existense of the new 5piril Realm o the pods of Meido, The
Lords of Death tum away from their duties. seeking 10 Inler-
fere in the banle. The Fonune of Death Emma-0 is similarky
distracied when the soul of former Crane Champrion Dajl Sat-
sumec escapes the new Realm with the Shadow Dragon's ald
and intrudes lnto Meldo, seeking his dead wite's soul. While the
provtectons of Meldo are not paying attention, Daigotsu Hoturd
steals Imo Emmu-L0s fartress and rescues the Imprisaned hall
af Dalpotsu's soul. The Shadow Dragan retums the lost halfl of
Dalpotsu’s seul 1o the Dark Lord on Yajinden's behall, fully re
storing the Dark Lord's (ormer power,

NOLLIG] aNOWYId
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Vear 1166, Month of the Horse
(Early Summer)

WAR OF THE RICH FROG
Veteran officer [homa Otemi steps into a position of command
in the Citv of the Rich Frog shonly afer Lion Champion Matsu
Nimuro — actually. the duplicate of him created by the Eg of
Fan hu — orders the previols commanding ofcer 10 ol
seppuku for kis Gilure. Oteml coordinmes the defense as best
he can, ut “NImunn'’s” commands become increasingly mndom
and emratic. Finally, *Nimuro®™ retums 1o ke a personal hand.

The War of the Rich Frog comes o a bloody end on the ficlds
ol Sukoshi Fuisa an insipnihcani village near the larper chbv. L8
I here that the Unicom Khan Moto Chapatal slays the dupli
cale Nimuro in personal combat, Chagatal comes. away with
an empty feeling, sensing that the foe he has dzfeated was nat
truly the Lion hera he expected 10 (nee, The Lion seem similarly
unwllling to fight alter 1 18 revenled that forces within their own
Finer vassnl Buadly seere gecretly alding the Unlcom. The Lnl-
curm surrender thelr clatim on Koema Toshi, though they keep Su
kashl Zutsu, The village quickly becames o formicdable Linlcorm
military outpost,

[koma Otemi is nomed Lien Clan Champlon until such a time

as Nimuro’s helr is of ape.

Adventure Hook

CHALLENGE

The party has been dispatched 1o Toshi Ranbo 1 ol 28
vices in securing the Imperial City. The Shopun has g
troops 40 guand the Empesor fnom the Movds ek oas
ather lords have also senr honot guards 1o shorw thslr dd ks
o the Emperos '

FOCUS
Mot bong aner their amival. the player chamciers nos
shons between the Shopun's forces and the local Fmiees
iraies. Though matters ane not vet violent, chienant o
can sec a growing schism between the Hhuwn's fallo
the Emperors,

STRIKE
Thi player characters' arrival has not gane without not
Emperor has been busily gathering whatever allies hie e
IF the party has served his Interests In the past, e may
them agaln In his efforts o0 root out the Gozoku, The
iy also ke an Interest in the ployer charaeters,
elrecl splries to help him restore ultimate onder fo the

NPCs During Web of Lies

MOSHI MOGAL MASTER OF PALN

SCHOOL RAMK: Moshi Shigenja 2/ Maho-Tsulal 158
HOOR: 1.1 STATLS: NIA o LORY: 23 (L Sz

Adrs 4 Earth 3 Fre 3
Inieligeroe 4

Water: 2 [3]
Peeoeption 4

Shadowlands Taimt= 3 2

ADVANTAGES: Clear Thinker. Luck (6 points], Visloe

[MSADVANTAGES: Benten's Curse

SKILLS: Anatomy (Torure) & [ 7], Calligraphy 3, Crait:
[5], Divination 4 [6], Games: Ga 3, Knlves 3 [5116
owlands 2 [4], Medicine 5, Meditation 2, Spelicral
Stenlth 2, Tea Ceremany 1, Theology (Fortunes) 3

SPELLS: Bleeding. [Choking Death], Draln Soul, Fless
In, Fisl of Csano-Wo, Fury of Quana W, anite, Path
Pence, Purfy Water, Tempest of Alr, Wave-Barnes 5

For mosr of his ke, Moshi Mopai was canlent (o serve
Iy el ¢lan withowt complaint or amblilon. Nane coul
him of being a poor vassal, but by the same token ne
have referred 1o him as parteularly skilled. Mogabs
istexl, fulfilling his duties in a desultory wary and purs
ever mundane pastimes caplured his attention.
himself serving as a minor functionary at the MoshEE
the Mantis Islands when he first saw Yoritomo Yoytes
Yoyonagi was a brilliant, gifted young courtier st
Mantls 3s a represenzative to the Imperial Court'IES
for ber to make the joumey back 1o the islands, 358
mostly kept het on the maintand. During her visit. 8
passed Mogai in the corridos, never naticing the @ .
dumbstnuck expression or pale countennoe. She had =8
important things on her mind, after all



- ————— — - n—

pas spelibouncd, Yovonagl was the most benutiful
e Rad ever seen, imore capbivating t that even the ex-
tings ane depietions of Amaterasu in his homeland.
nitten, and asked everyone he knew about the young
‘e pever pathered the courge fo speak: ta her directly.
ut ever after she left the island, she was never tar
ughts,
anfis found the notion of Mogal's interest in Yoyo-
nnmﬂnh How could so shably a man have any
w[nnlnit abeaury's heart? Yovonagl was his superlor in
fe way. Their lavghter palned him, bul Mogal g
g would not surrender his dreams, not after a lifetime
nane,
Mogai's Inguliries became so tiresome that he was
i dluty diboard a kobune, As faie would have it he
¢ farmer Champion Yoritemo Kitao, 2 woman with no
i e Hittle mercy, Serving under her was miserable, and
by reliel was the thought of his beloved. He endured
feule, ut pald it no attention, [t was under these cir
iees that Kitaa's vessel was caught In the storm known
Raln of Blood.
| transtormead. Mogal,
a‘fl hm;l. brewed in his heart For years exploded forth,
Ing him. Mogal accepted the Baln's slren call and
I;['I.E PD“'L'I.' of L'L'Il'l'llpr.ll_‘ll'l. wowin L,, tiy takoe Yﬂ'ﬁ"ﬁnﬂgl for
and [-L'I"P'Lll'libh all those who had mocked Bim, His new-
yvand confidence transfommed him from a shabby,
shupena into a wrathiul, wicked man capable of
eds, Kitao approved, and mode him her new st mate
, hml Rllled his predecessor.
v osails with the Dark Wave, a fleet of vessels
those corruptec n the Rain. He is Kitao's second-in-
ﬁ_d her enforcer, Those whom the Dark Winke cap:
ght before him for interrogation. Nane can endure
fiand all cventually die. He i@ the Master of Pain,
taste the blood of all who have mocked him, Once

The biiter resentment and

bt Rakito Blshi 3

STATLIS: 2.2 CLERY: 200

 Earth: 2
"ﬂ'lllpul.wr'E

Fire: 3 Void: 3

Apllity 5

Watar: 7

AGESSAllies [(Kakitn Norwshl, 41 pelnts), Benlen's
8. Grear Destiny, Greal Polential (laijuisu)
GES Sworm Enembes {many duellsts)

klta's First Stance, One Lep Stance, Striking as Fire
Ahltics 2, Dattle 2, Courtier 2, Defense 3, Etiquette 3,
e ,"'BMF' &, Hunting 2, [aijutsu 7, Kenjutsu (Katana)

iuz Lovre: uushhla 4, Tea meun} 2, Thealogy

rlhime is il young woman, but already her [ife
W10 be an exceptional ane. While still a child, before
hﬂrﬂempukku ceremony, she disploved on incred:
Jallutsu, By the time she reached her pempukku,
BITE the eya of eveny senscl al the Kokita Dueling
tding Grand Master Kakita Noritashl. Five years

after her gempubkku, every duclist in the Crane lands knows her
name. and Moritoshl has taken her on as his personal stuclent,
e mare than one occasion, he has publicly said that she will
g0 sUrpass him.

Tre talented Korihime has received many prestigiouns ap.
ralntments from her lord, and has been called upon o dem-
anatrate her skill for daimyo throughout the Empine, [nothe pro-
cess, she has been forced to accepl challenpes from heacdstirong
duslisls who wish Lo best the greatest student of iaijulsu the
Crane have seen in centuries. Korlhime has never been defeal-
ecl, but more than once has been forced o kill an opponent, The
cleaths welph upon her

During an appointment o Toshi Ronbo, Korhime was over
whelmed with the demands placed on her Incourt. She ook
a brief leave from the city, traveling ot random, and stumbled
upan a small village, She stopped to pray at a temple there, hop-
ing for puidance. Instead, she found o mysterious monk named
Koan and a number of other samural, some there by chance
and others brought by the monk. The seven engaged in'a spir-
Ired debate, spurred on by the monk asking what the true mean-
ing of bushido was, The soven never came Lo an ogreement,
but through the debate Kerihime came o understand that, (o
her, the principle of duty was the overriding motivation of her
life. Even as this understanding came to hew, a larpe force of
bandits attacked the village: Korihime and the others defended
the village and the temple, preventing great loss of life and ur-
terhy defeating the bandits, Tn the aftermath, there were many
questlons aboul both Koan and the Bandis, but the monk had
disappeared and the bandits fought 1o the death.

[Lorlhime has retumed e her dutles with a zeal befiiting a rue
champion of bushido, For a time, she putthe mysteries of the vil-
liage rehind her, but recently she received a messape [rom Koan,
asking only if she was prepared to leam the true meaning of
bushido alter all. She has nat vet decided whal the note means,

Pavt V
Enemy of My Enemy

fhe sun ever shome over e niins of Otosan Lehl, then Hida

Dratzu couldd not Imagire what it must look (ke Todae the

shy was thivk with clowds, swoller and angne with the prom-
ise af slorms, Even as the thought ocourred to him, there was
et o e forzon, o distand thunder thal promied feolures
fune would e unfenshed, Perhaps ever the elements despilzed the
Heartless, Dotz thoughl, and the storm has come fo wash mvay
thre shain of his presence from the Empire,

Datzu pejurmed his oliention: o the lask af hand He ws
croeched Just insfede the shattered remains of the exterior city will,
The peasant huts and ramshackle bulidings owlside the wall Tay
I rudrees, There was [itile lo mark the former splendor of the eity
except scattered hondfuls of crushed store and rotten wood,

The Crab warrior squatted unmaving in a pile of stope and
debris, his spectally crafled armor helping him o blend In with
the rocks. Unless someone lonked closely, they would never notice
him. He looked about, searching for his comrade, for any glimpse
of Crab colors amid the stark gray surrtndings.

NOILLEIaT- aNOWYId
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A rusthe of clothing amd @ scattering of
pebibsies fo s rghl drew Dalzu’s atten-
fion, He tumed, blade af the roady, ot
gruichly howerad s weapon with o curse.

“Wilt felieteten o, Shara? [ might have ruireed sometfing beou
fful.

The Mfthe Hida warror smifed weele "Flallery, Daizu?™ she
kil

s talking aboud my sword, ™ he said, furnimg Beel b wateh
e rudins, "I°m stire your anmos woald dent 1Y

Shara chuckled, "Dofzu-sam” she coned, “fust beeouse youl
lumber through e sith the groce of o drunken ogee dises nof
irwetn [ have fa,”

“Wit and beauty, " Datzu sald drvhe “What a husband you will
make! He grinned ot frer “What have you jocrnd ™

*Wery [tthe.™ she said, frowning. “A wounded Nezumi thal ran
from me before | could speok to it. A handful of bakemono feasting
on a dead ronin. And something else. . something wolchimg me. |

f only a glimpse of I [ think i migh! have been @ Torlodse

“Alnve™ Daizy asbed

*Frichienod.” Shamo soid, “but offve. Movixe i he stoys (rghe
o ] ¥ (TR
ened he'Nl stay alive

~Shh!™ Daizy waved for silence. T heor something

Shoro sokd nothing. lisges © After o moment. She o

dieed end poinied B the nostheast, foward the city’s oonier, Daizo
crepd forwand siowly, bul with surprisng sealth. Shara foflowed

muncinne moch mone cush

They were mearhy half a maffe inside the clly
they found the source of the nobse, A pock of sarmural
sidiar armor hatiled @ group of men In blood stalmed
samural were obviously Lost, the corrupted samural WS
Deripotsu, The robed men were Moodspeaker cuflfsis:
tged toward her blade, but Daizu shaok his hedd ond g
bacl the way they had come, He withdrew sifently |:|
cilerd the others to thele presence. ]

“What are you dofng?" she demanched, “Thinge wene Tuen
senvonis!™

“Those Bloodspeakers are no match for the Dark Lo
trates,” Daizu said. “Our enemy Is already dead.®

“The Dark Lord’s soldiers are our encmies fooy B
hissed.

Wl bwlay.™ e said umeasily, 1

Shara stared gt Daizu for ¢ fong time. Her hard oSt
and she et the matter drop. The twio Crdid slipped :
shodows, moving back through the nuing loward the Lireds
Gy,

Vear 1166, Month of the Goat
(Mid Summer)

THE UNDERHAND .
Growing bolder by the dav, Gozoku conspiralor Burypushl A

dispatches several assassins o climinate Scofplon Sy

Bayoshi Sunctra, who he suspects s ciose [0 IS
existence. The assassins iz, and Sunetra disappoafieEes
to the Imperial City towamn the Emperogiof what has (P
3 : Fed * ok
The Emperor reziizes that i he bs 10 fight the X B .

nat do o bl . onby trust 4 sclect W = :

50 publichy,. He o

among them. He commands Sunetra to stop down S5
Champion and become his personal spy and assassift,
was before his coronation. Sunctra agrees, fassng s

the worthy Legionnaine Bavushi Panckl



EMPEROR'S WEDDING
s Toku, newly named Fortune of Virtue, is dedicated
. Emperar Toturi 111 [s secretly maried o his
odo Bumko, In the temple the night before it is
public. The bold move surprises aven Hidden
syancher Seppuen Toshiaki, who belioved the Emperor
b without the Gozokou being aware of it
1 |,h._- revelition, I!.'muh.l Suncima keads Bayushi
nchman, Bayushl Kamnan, into an ambush of venge-
w bed by the brutal Yoritomo Moiren. Bayushi
P venpeiul Scorpion ghost, k5 among her allies. Once
mx,_;ﬁ the trailoe’s soul snd devours B
f0 appear as EKamnan once dad and 301 25 Sune-
n the true Goroku.

_ .166; Munth of the Monkey

Ewein In the lands of the Badper Clan collapscs.
quick to Mame thelr Yobaniin neighbors, the
Tribe. Kaiu Tasuku, an armmopant samurai scck-
losoku’s Challenge of Earth, plans to help the Bad-
thelr enemies In retumn for a mare iron ore found in

el he Ielieves he can use to crait the helmet in

augimota, an elderly Kalu gravely wwouncdecd
% Irmvasion of Otasan Lichi wears before, inter-
the Yobanlin ore innecent of the Badpers ac-
0 his courage 15 called inte question, Sugimoto
et Upan the mop table where the oficens. plan
Ansulting them for having forgotten their true duty.
afficers reallze the wisdom of Sugimata’s words,
find  belrer Wiy,
; dlter, Suglmoto discovers the Book of Eorth.
who were secretly fostering diplomatic nela-
Mauntain Wind, are so impressed by Sugimoto's
dange a marriage between t[‘l"' new Keeper
Kasuga Mino, the clever voung daughter of the
3 whio alded Sugimoio in resodng peace o

¥ 1166, Month of the Rooster
ly Fall)

BANTIS-PFHOENIX WAR
§ continue 1o hunt the comupted Yeritemo Kitao
waters of Phoenix lands, keading them to
% with Phoenix made vessels who ‘nl:l'-"...!kl:
Pi!ﬁ.w no attacks are mounted by cither
i s between them sloady deteriorare.
Asako Kinuye. a Bloodspeaker monk who none-
! wﬂuﬂlﬁaﬂd,hhmlﬂwht
ul-lmtc writhin her clan Seeing soch mfluence
s a5 well she sees it as her dury 10 her clan
ipe between Mhoenix and Maniis. Using a Black
Hied vears before, she summons the Wasting
“Pﬂ out a Phoenix villape, then has one of her
18 Mack Scroll on a captured Mantis vessel.

Though some are surprised by the suddenness of such an
event, relations beiween the two clans have become so strained
that nelther i truly surprised when the Elemental Masters de-
clare war on the Mantis

Vear 1166, Month of the Dog
(Mid-Tall)

THE FALL OF IUCHIBAN

The armbcs of Crab hero Hida Kisads and his new ally, the Lion
samualko Matsu Aoiko, seek Iuchibans heant in the <ty of
Mesan Lichi so they can destrow the Bloodspeaker: [sawa Seza.
ru 2l his ally luchi Katamss retum from the Burmning Sands at
this time, and the Dark Lord Daigotsu’s forces move upon the
kormer Imperial capital by sea.

luchiban senscs his manmy cnemics moving agaimsl him.,
and he reaches ot 1o his followers — only 1o Bnd that many
of them, including hiz lieutersant Yajinden, have been severed
from his contral. The Shadow Dagon appears before the Tlood-
speaker to ghoat. Tuchiban’s belief that he had manipulated the
Last Wish was a mere hallucination imposed by the diagon.
The dragon also initally concealed the Lagion of WMood from
luchiban's sight as well, Many of Tuchiban’s recent deeds had
been manipulated by this enigmatic creature, and naw (hat
he had become more danperous than useful, the dragan had
launched his enemies o destroy him,

Encaged al having been outwitted, Tuchiban turns his anget
on his fallowers, blaming them for his fallure, Alone, he reasong,
[ s alwoys been strong but ench tme he hos falth In othe
ers, he | defeated, Selzing contral of his remaining followers,
he commands them o peclorm aos of sulckdal violende agalis
anyone they encounter, The Shadow Dragon vanlshes amild
macking laughter, leaving tuchiban ta wonder i this, oo, ws o
marntpulation.

Hida Kisada podds fuchiban into personal combat with
it [ronial agsault while Matsu Aolko and Sezaru Infltate the
Iron Clusdel, defeat Duchlbans Oracle of Blood, and win back
luchiban's hidden heart.

The corrupted poet Rezan appears before Sezaru, Informing
hikm that Dalgotsu bais agreed to withdaw and allow Sezini to
defeat luchiban alone. Rezan expects, and perhaps hopes, that
Sezaru will kill him, but the Wolf orders Rezan our of his sight

Sezaru triumphs in a final batile with the Bloodspeaker even
as the lron Citadel collapses around them. Iuchiban remains
difiant to the end.

Adventure Hook

CHALLENGE

While traveling near Otosan Lichi, the characters encounter a
wandering Shadowlands beast (oni, endead . o other creature of
dark magh). While it s not entirely unheasd of ko such beasts
Lo escape the forpotien ruins of the capital. onz of such size and
power is unprecedented. The player characters” first objective is
to keep the beast from menacing locals and restore onder
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FOCUS

After defeating the creature, the ployers may well wish bo know
where It came from. A brief Investization reveals that the rulned
capital has been unusually active latcly. and that an army bed
by Hisla Kisasda himself recently marched upon the clty.

STRIKE

Obviously the battle between the Great Bear and 1he Blood-
speakers ks having unexpected side effects. Many powerful
creatures onge dormant beneath the city have been driven from
the ruins by the conilice. Will the players search for more such
wandering threass? Will they make for the city to aid Kisxla in
batzle? Will they merely atempt o cscape beione matters be-
come oven more dangerous?

Important NP Cs During
Enemy of My Enemy

IDE TANG, 1DE FAMILY DAIMYD

SCHOOL/RANK: Ide Emissary 5

HOMOR: 1.1 STATUS: 7.0 GLORY: 6.7

Al 4 Earth: 3 Fires 4 Waler: 1 Vobd: 4

ADVANTAGES: Ally: Moo Chagatai (42 points), Cralty, Eblsu's
Blessing, Mercelved Honor (4 points), Read Lips, Vol

[ SADVANTAGES: Contrary, Dark Secret (Scarpion sy, Ru-
ormanger

SKELLLS: Acting (Disguise] 7, Commeree 4, Courtier (Manipula-
ten) i, Decelt (ntmibdation, Lying] 5, Eilguetie (Conversi-
tion, Sincerity) 5, Homemanship 3, Investigation (Notleel 4,
Lo Law 7, Stealth 5, Storytelling 2

Idke Tung Is the political mastenmind who helped Mote Chaga
fial design and execute the mest brutal invasion in recent his-
tory. Many desplse him for his callous manipulations, claiming
thit he has cast aside the Ide family's radition of peace. Others
commend him for his ability, applauding his willlngness o et
his own ethics aside (o assist the Shogun. None were truly sur
prised when he was named as the new ruler of his family.

To Ide Tang. the opinions of others matier litke so long as
they do not interiere with his duties. All that matters [ his ser-
vice to the Khan and his loyvalty to his trie masters: the Sooe-
plon Clan.

lde Boodin was a loyal servant of his clan with a penchant
for gambling. Nearly bankrupted by his visits o Ryoko Uwarl,
he retreated from the public eye to attersd to his hoidings in
the remotest provinces of the Ide. But then his teenage son,
Tang, caught a rare fever and was on the brink of death. He semt
pheading messages w his friends in Ryoko Owarl. secking beal-
e of other aid that they could offer

A representative of the Shosune fmily nm
soon thereaiter. The Scorplon Clan had come to call
bling debt. Their price was simple enoughe thae
wouild be allowed to tend Tang exclushwely. .
nol promise o heat him, they had drugs that M
e would not die in agony. Once the fever
his body would be quietty cremated. A young Shes
then #ep into the bays place and immediitcly be s -
to study at the [de family school. M‘I:ltmﬂ‘h
woulkd notice the sucden charpe in his :ppr.:.m
luctuntly agveed o the amangements — the best |
range fof his $on — and promised to keep the s
was true to his word, for be dicd in 2 nmting acckd
wecks baxfer

Though the man who oow calls himseli Ide Tis
pion to the core, he has come 1o greatly respect thel
Clan and their stranes saijin wavs. He panticularly ades
political acumen of the Ide Bmily, imdﬂ'h'.'l.l:l'ﬂ‘ll o ¢
thai drives them 1o pursiee peace overt when the other!
of their clan clamos for war. He is meticulous al
secret, forhe lcars i hmmﬂ!lwm 1
the Scarpion’s plans. but do irevocable damage o thel
has come to think of as his own.

i
a

Hipa KiSADA. THE GREAT BEAR,
FORTUNE OF PERSISTENCE

SCHOOL/RANK: Hida Bushi 5/ Hida Avengerd = 8
HONOR: 2.9 STATUS: 7.9 Gl

]

Watar 4
Strongth 6

ADVARTAGES: Blshamon's Blessing, Crab Hnn:lllj
er, large, Leadership, Magic Resistance {6
Strength of the Earth (& points), Tactlclan

DISADVARTAGES: Brash, Dark Fate )

KATA: Hida's Avalanche, Shell of Stone, Stance af th
Striking as Earth, Unyizlding Fury

SKILLS: Battle (Mass Combat, Specihc Enemys
5, Deceit {Intimidation) 4, Defense 5, Hedvy
Tetsuba) 7. Huniing 3, Tujutsu 5, Kenjulsu
jutsu 3, Love: Heralidry 2. Lore: Histony 2. I.III'E
Shadowlands 9, Theology (Shintac) 5

.
lkhalunbcm:h:ultllhbﬂsahﬂnﬂtﬂﬂﬂ
of Rolasgan, he is all things. He s a hero. He lsa v
ependary (FPure, 2 man on the m&.wmu{whmﬂt
tummed. He iz a pod.

And now he has returmed.

On the plains of Thwarted Destiny, Kisada m
shon. He would fght his way through Kl.ﬂ.l"!l'ﬂﬂ
pass through Oblivion’s Gate. He woukd be nemc .
mortal, setting aside the divine power of the '
tence. He would sk our Tuchixan's hidden heart SIS
heroes of the Empire in ending a threat that had ps
for centuries.

Alr 3 Eirth 9 Fire 5




it o doubt thae e will tiumph, He has determing-
ik soledbers loyal 1o his cavse amd his name. He has
: "uﬂh Iilg mereh cn Ooson Lichi is eerily reminiscent
fitl march on the Palaoe years before, Kisada knows
pod [l This tme, his course s clear and his konor
j,w aimilarity 1o the day when Fu Leng plunged the
Pt Lnto hils stomach s, In Klsada's estlmatlon, anly
it his path Is one of redemption,

gl ceur once the Blocdspeaker has been defeated
Wortles the Great Bear, From the realms of the dead
pched the mortal realm for decades, and he saw the
that occurred during the War of Spirits. Once-noble
- consumed by amosance and sousht o supplant
gl ptace of their descendants. Though the villainous
EEmhemum ledd the spisit amties, not all of his foflow
dshonorable men. Kisada bad known many of them
hoacrable men, but their return had chansed them.
- h:ms that kis fears could easity be pui o wst. He
:"' B the three cuts and return 1o kis rghiiud place in
gl Heavens. Sech an ac would be sasy — too gasv.
R ¥ WY QUL

S has never been a coward. He will accept the new
=9as been fhven, whatever s enad moe be

Part VI
Code of Bushido

surtchi Shinmiko sivod on the deck of the Wicked
Brevze, The kobune was larper than most, built lo
ronspont soldiers and weapons, Shinmike was mof
entirely cerfain what comgoe the ship cumently corrivd, ond she
prefierred I that way. There was no poind i templing fate by Gon
fusing Fer boyaltics. For the moment her duty was cheas aftwelt
distostefen. Shortly, her skifls would be put o the fest.
*Diark thoughts, Shinmiko?™
Ihe archer plonced iy of the youne sk
the roiling. “OF course mod,™ she said ot
s ™

“True enough.” e agreed. “but we ofiew indulpe o pointfess

vpenje fooning ogaing

fy. “Tha! would be poind

endeovors, donT wel At Raast in oo owvn minds, IF &5 the curse of
monialih: unceTiaImyY.

Your ridfles were vepuely Indferectine wien we firsd Depon
serving lopether ™ Shinmiko soid. “Thot wos sovorol wodks apo
Thoy've Decomc guitc Hircsome.”

“Tirexome, et mo kess froe. ™ The shugenio sioppod closer. Yol
The Tawruchi hove no @ wil lo-
| the Phoenix. Nor do the Moshii™ He shruppad. “They an

any Colsdng, for Amalencsu’s sake, hutt afl of that & brechovand, The

connod hide your resenvalions

1%

Yoritomo bepan this war— bat weare ol Mantis, Where thoy go,
e follow,*

“Tha! wes oerr oath, * Shinmilbo replicd.

- il .

NOLLIOT ONOWYI(
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"Dy s evenihime, ™ Moshi Hiremono apreed. "1 anr of course
..'..-rJ:f..-.r:u.“'iﬂ accepting the conseguences of my aclions, and pre-
pared (o face my ancestors m*."- a feoll aocourmting whon mme dicath
comes.” He smiad “Are woul

Shinmiko ghonced sidciong at the man irffaiy "i'n-"‘ i pLrpa
i VOLr gurslion ferver [owih IS 4 3in, shupeni

Al e TROFE RO B rond B e

She sneered. T woekd [rll"lf VOL! K —--l;'-‘l‘l-' "Tfn-i-'-'r;~ L H.nl'Lh'

i wee were in b :?_J.: _"":L"n..."'i." .

"By the Fortumes, how dork-spirited you can be.” The shupon
ja’s smile broadened. “in truth, the frue parpose of our discussions
is 1o enferiain me. Tt confiess tha 1 fmd sea traved Berribly dull
I'm sovry 1." your nesolie is Lo weak that | threatened It wlth my
rembiings

HJ!..m...r Shinmileo hissed. "I s Uime, Epough pomes.”

Faronce, Hiramana only nodded, He chanted under his brooth
Within secomds, s prayer suprmoned o Jhick fog thal Biffoused
tp from the plants and concealed thelr vessel, Archers: potired
fortly frowme thve haola, fdndoge Stdeemathor 10 paroctced formeation,
an arrovy necked o cach by, As They watched, o smail group of
Yorltowro appeared on the coasthione, speinting towand o small Dot
they had Teft on the beach, Ever as they shoved off info the wates
d diviston of Shiba warrors appeancd In their wake, determined [0
stop the Yoritomn saboteurs before they could cscape.

“Fire of will. ™ Shinmidko commonded

Year 1166, Month of the Boq.-
(Late Fall)

KEEPER OF FIRE AND WATER

Kakiis Tsuken, a beash WL T Crane war W HN'I'“
sl anyone woolc et © o2 beossed with o
Yoilmbo ko a diplomar In 2 strategcaliy locaied B
hic s ek with an cncentair iueture when his charpe snd they
manding MFhoenix officer ave killad in a2 Mantls ambisis

He retums o ge his report af Shiro Henka Dql =
ranking Crane offce:. regrets that she i unable mgﬂ.fn-' '-:
The Cranc are larbiaden 1o offer any milian sipng ,,.L
Mhoenlx against the Mantds, by Master of \Water [ﬂ Al
awn command. She '-1ccr-t: him o retum (o his Pl af
lage, and awalt his new champe.

On his way, he finds a feglon of Yoriomo soldiers )
an the defenssless villape. He races belong them unﬂ
the pags fist, blocking thelr sdvance. With na r-.'gnh;l
o e, be demards that any who would threaten the
fice him Grat, The Mantis offieer ngrecs
b wounds Tsuken gravely he dies uncder i singles
the Crane's blade, The other Mantis withdraw honogs
Ing ancther route through the meuntaing, though the
Teuken o die.

Crawling oll 1o a nearty Giver, wWeak [rom loss of o
Crane Is surpriged when he finds renewed strength —
Hook Of Fire.

Meanwhike in the village bevond. [un’al amives witls &
jorce of Crane determined not to abandon thelr OSSR
Phoenix. Shorthy aiter her forces arrhve 10 fortily the VRS
dislovers the Book of Yater

EHAN AND SHOGUN
In the wake of Tuchimans Jefeat, bis suicidal cultiss oo
ue 10 lash o threcshous Rokegan. Th ough some shalk
luchiban controd with aid from Daipotsu. the ShadowD
or the Moodspeaker monk Asako Kinuyve, most cultists p
The Unicom are particulady active during this thmes
daen the Moodspealkess and prociaiming I:I'u:ll: victone
name of the Khan and, surprisingly, the Shogun :

The Unjcorn have not only truly become a force to'bes
In recent years, but now have publicly thrown thelr SUg
hind the Shopun, The Emperor is left 1o wander whatt
betoken.

ey Dﬁnm L:.:.
When two Crane warrlors m:ntun!_
a newly jormed passoge [0 the Spin
Maige no Musha, their (nvasion brings
unexpectad side effect. & shaslow of Duid
forn omt of the Realm of Dreams, [nomd
world where the Seven Thumders o GEF
Fu Leng reigns over Rokugan. When one of :
Crane peoves o be 2 Bloodspeaker spy. Uil xS
counterparn in Rokugan would, siriking RImEEES
out meroy. Incapalbde of returming 1o his cwTl
SLAViTE im Makpo o Musha, this SIRERECEE
the frmous Crane kord is forced 1o P8 '_
mrtal realm and fimd his oo therc..




DEATH OF ROSOKU
wengeance 18 the mest refarious of all. A Blood-
Bl eein known os Shukumei infiltrates the Imperfal
aesinig through all but the mest powerful wards of pro-
g putskle the Emperor's throne noem. he ambushes
b woumds Shinsel's Last known descendant, Rosoku.
Is killed belore he con cscape. the damage
The descendant of Shingei has been killed with

OLu LS RETURN
ower of Isawa's Last Wish, Phoenin wanrior Shiba
st into the Celestial Heavens 2nd zriempis (o re-
fiahiicai, the Celestial Sword of the Phoenix which now
"'Sl'.d:-l Shiba. When he finds that he <annat return
ﬂlmﬂﬁi realm, he insicad wses the Last Wish o
& connection 1o the blads k=ell, anchorine ki in the
s own family. Unable to bear the Soul of Shiba
b Il stranpe disconnection from his ancesiors, Al-
guides Shiba 1o a new host — his old ffend and
oenix Champion. Shita Mimabu.

OVERTHROWN?

e, the Shogun's forces root out the Gezoku mas-
usl AsUkl In his stronghald, Though he puts up a
nee, Atsuki 1s, in the end, defeared by Kaneka. The
1868 that In the months to come, all those whi
ith Atsuki agningt the Emperor will be punished, In
who allied with Atsukd out of delr own selish
truly degire o overthrow the Emperor meet such
e lelivieluils dre overlooked, and become tie
5t allies 0% he continues to guictly promate the
aphy that the Emperor must be protected from

e Hook

GE
through unaligned lands, the player characters
of smoke In the distance. They hurry to investl-
it gmall village. The village shrine is in fames, and
Jers stancd around waiching in horror.

Eaiman approaches the party with respectiud des-
ing with the brave samurai to help. Apparently
on trapped In the buming temple — the monk
villagee,

i mmﬂingtv leave the shrine. but he set the
l'En’h'f:lJ'tr news of Resokn's death the monk
pe for the futire. He belizves that the Empireison
mﬂ-nlmmml leading inevitably 10 destruction.
= lmwwrﬂan the idea of an Empire with-
S8 Wisclom Is 100 much for him 1o bear FHe hopes to

el 3% 2 symbol 1o the villapers. The situation must
i i If the panty allows the monk 1o die, the
“mlﬂ will be shattered. Wiih the fire sprecading

T iEn't much time 10 decide what 10 do-

Important NTPCs During
Code of Bushido

RAMA SINGH. 1VORY KINGDOMS DIPLOMAT

SCHOOL/ RANK: Miromoto Bushi 3
(Ivory Kingdoms equivalent)

HONOK: 1.9 STATUS: 0.0 [gadin) LsLORY: 5.6
A Earth: ! Firez £ Water: 1 Void: 1
Aswpreness )

ADVANTAGES: Ally: Doji Kurchito (42 points), Clear Thinker,
[rreproachable (2 ponts). Language (Ruumal), Strength of
the Earth (2 points)

DMSADVANTAGES: Bad Reputation (Gaflin, Obligation: Maha-
raja (4 points)

YKILLS: Courtier (Political Mancmvering) 4. Crali: Sailing 4.
Delense 3, Engineering 3, Etiquette (Sincerity) 4, Investiga-
thon (Notice) 4. Kenjutsn (Scimitar) 5. Kyujutsu 5, Lore: [vory
Kingdoms 6, Meditation 3, Theolesy 3

Rama Singh ks a member ol the Kshairiva, the catte of warrlors
and schalass who male the Ivory Kingdoms. He i a saft-spoken
and Introspective man, tholiph when roused his skill with the
twin scimitams ks deadly 1o behold.

Rama's family puands House Suresh, the mulers of the Ivory
Kingdome, For many vears the Maharaja, the ruler of the Ivary
Kingdoms, sulfered from a slowly propressing lliness. The use
of o Rokugan ghivseng remedy kept this candition fn check, but
tils mediclne was available enly through their Mantls allles, for
the rare plant from which it wos dlerived could not grow outakile
ol Rokugan's climate.

When Yorltomo Kitao eame to mile the Mantis Clan, Rame
Singh pleaded cautlon. Kilao was not as honorable or trustwor-
thy as her predecessor Aramasu, and she had not stoad beside
Aramasu durlng the war that fréed thelr lands. Prediclably, a
wir of guccession broke out, and Kitao lost all interest in maln-
taining contoct with the Ivory Kingdoms.

The Maharaja's stockpiles of medicine would dwindle, Singh
knew, 8o he pleadecd with House Suresh to allow him 1o joumey
o Rokugan, Armasu was an henorable man, so others of his
kind must surcly exlst in that [and. Singh would seck out new
allies and obtain the Mahamjas medicine.

His journey has ullimaely been a suocess. He has (aced
many triaks in Rokugan. from the brotal, calculating politics of
the Shogun to the refined prejudioes of the Imperial Court. He 8
saddened by Rokugan's hamred of oursiders, but having leamed
of the evenis of White Stag he cannot toly biame them. In-
stead, the noble ambassador has done what be can 1o thow the
people of Rokugan that not all gaffin are savages.
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When fires erupted throughout Toshi Ranbo and galjin were
suspected of being responsible, many demanded Rama’s Imme-
diate exccution. The Empenor placed the diplomat umder house
arrest. Oddly, Rama commends the Emperor for his wisdom. He
knows Toturd 111 Is 2 man of peace. but one who knows betler
than to openly defy his people. Rama's arnest allows the Emper-
of 10 make a public action w0 contain the gaifin menace. whike
providing guards and a safe refuge to protect the diplomat from
harm. Though Rama Singh holds mo Ul will toward the Emperoe.
the time |s swifily approaching when be must retam o the vory
Kingdoms with another shipment of medicine. He only hopes
that this matter will be resobved, and he will be freed, before
then, of his loyalv to the Maharaia will necossitate desperate
action.

DAIDOJ Ujl. THE JADE CRANE

SCHOOL/RANK: Daidoft Hamier 5/ Daidogi Iron Warrios 1/
Yorkomeo Bushi 1

HOROR: 2.5 STATUS: 0.0 GLORY: 7.9
(technically does not exist)
Al s Earth: 4 [Fire: 4 Water: 3 Woid: 3
Strength 5

ADVANTAGES;: Bishamon's Blessing, Combar Reflexes, Craity,
Fleet (4 patnts), Heant of Vengzance (Shadowlands), Khar
mic Tie; Kaneka (5 peints), Quick Healer, Way of the Land
[Crang)

IS ADYAMTAGES: Driven (destroy Fu Leng)

kaTas Striklng as Fiee, Seriking as Wind

SKILLS: Athletics 5, Battle 4, Commerce {(Appraisal) 4, Decell
(Inelmidation) 4, Defensi ¥, Enginedring 4. Etquente X, Ex-
plaglves ¥, Hunting (Survival, Tracking) &, [afjutsu 3, Inves-
Ehjneliary ([ntermogation) 5, Renjutsu (Katanal 5, [Kyujuisg
3, Laret Galjin Culture 2, Medicine (Wound Treéatment) «,
Slelght of Hand (Escape) 3, Stealth (Ambush, Sneaking) 8,
Trape 4, Linderworld 4

Rokugan remembers Daidoji Uji as the herole leader of the
Dailoji family. During the Clan War, his resourcefulness saved
the life of Doji Kuwanan and prevented the False Hoturl from
completely destmoying the lands of the Crane, Inthe War Against
the Darkness, he was one of the first to realize that the civil was
that consumed his clan was the work of outside forces. And
though he was nearly arippled at the Batthe of Oblivion's Gate,
Daldaji Uji continued to serve 2= the scheming mastermind of
the Crane throughout the War of Spirits. When the Steel Chry-
santhemim's assassins came for LI he fought to the last, slay-
ing them 10 2 man before succumbing to his wounds.

The man who now walks the Empire and calls himself Daid-
ofi LI is not that man. His memornies iell a different tale. In the
Rokugan he remembers. the Seven Thunders fafled 1o defeat Fu
Lenig. The Dark Kamis shadow {8l across all of Rolkugan. and
the honorable servanits of the Emperor either perishod under
the blades of his servants or were hunded ceasclessly actoss the
land. Lji watched as his clan was exterminated. He watched ac
even Totur met defeat after defrar ar Fu Leng’s hand.

I the world Daidoji LIji kmowe=. Rolougan will know one thou.-
sand vears of darkness, and he is the last Crane samural alive

Bt that woeld ks no longer his own. During o by .:
attack against Fu Leng’s erstwhile ally, the Caliph, ul
from his place in his own workd. He awakened 1o fing him
a gray plain, a place callzed Maigo mo Musha. Somel 1—
trusion of mortals throush a newly formed pnsuggﬁ;. b
had dravwn Uji there. According to Sanzo, the gussdias!
place, the world UH remembers Is not real Fn;ll
purposes, he is a nighimae ghven moital form.
in Malgo no Mosha, he rru..:i:nwn:tmnmm:m
and fird hiz place there

Even given the atocities luchiban has commitied e
vision of Rokugan is a paradise compared 10 the one Ul
To UL this is the greatest imaginable punishment. B
own Kokugan i 3 mere shadow of a dream, o him 9
and he knows that white he linpers here his allies

Pat VIl
A New Path

he winds bicw swifily over the oliff, e —
l Ing the bare rock. Ong day, perhaps, ﬂﬂ
cven wear away the stone, lerving nnﬁ'm
fey where a mourtain oace stoad.
Koiu Sugimota stood there, feellng the wind ot HH
cold, wnielenting stone Berecth his el Ther wene secret
wind and the stone, {f one knew haw to lster, Not | rﬂu
he wees deaf fo thelr wisdom. Noiw he wus he Ke A
He had fulfilled the terms of o gues! he didn't even un
the time, succeeding through avetdent mare tharn des
fncomprehensible at times, bt he had come to reall
chios could serve a grenter arden
Sitent footsteps approached, one in the lead and 1
behind. There was no sourd. enly the continued wh
wind. but he could feel them through the stone on wh
"Muasoe, ™ he said simply,
“Sugimoin,” the Drogon woman answered, "Ha
wailing fong’™
Oty a F:It".'l'h.‘l'll‘ as the stoncs count time,™ ke g
hErs ane coming”
“They follow.” she confirmed. “They will be here shoe
for the final Keeper. bui sureiz he will appoar S00m"
“They are canlious, ™ he said with o sheke of Inbs B
prva
“As we were, not 50 long ago,” the Kocper of Al i
besrdien weill beoch therm, a5 i toughl W™
“Will it matter” Will amything we do malbe @ G
Muosor did not hesitaie. "I skl It misl.
Sugimoto shook his hcod. “Rosoku thought that &
he is dead. Hov cam we proceed withot the hetrof 58
kind is Jost.” -
"No,* Masoc insisicd. “Shinseis wisdom will Ginsg
when B b rocded. That i he waoy.” =
"N wes also ‘the woy' that Shinsel remain apart fiv
pire. Rosoby did nol. He changed the nﬂﬂﬂ#
bast. [ think we are on a fols poth, Mosae”




expectant

can there be for amane chae !
future indecd?™ the Kecper of Earth repliod grimiy

LIES AHEAD?

Who will be named as the final two Keepers?
gwers dle In the age of the Lotus,

want NPC During
New TPath

-

osT POET

RLAM K: Ronin Bushi 2/ Renfn Duelist 2/
Sesu Ellie Guard 1

E - 1.7 STATLS: M GLORY: =8.3 (Inlamy)

(4.7 In the Shadowlands)

3 Agiey &

e must find ¢ new potn,” Mosoe soid. Her vokce was

e umed ond reparded ber curiotsly. “Rokugan ficks
oo, Be said. "Petaps me do sl desonie a seoond

fooked dowmcas? for o oM “You shotld not speok
= che sodd TIf evenm the enliphiencd fose hope. then

Seems to e a time of victony, with the deleat of luchiban
feath of Rayuchi Awsuli, only leaves mone questions. Ro-
Head. Is the Empire doomed without Shinsei? Wil the
step forward in his place o abandon Rekugan for its

Earth: & Fires 4 Wter: 3 Woed: 4

BNTAGES: Heart of Verpeance (Bleodspeakers)

BRRRNTAGES: Lechery. Lost Love W)
piking =% Farh, Soiking as Wind

Cocrtier 3, Defenze 4. Deceil (Infimication,
foction] 4. Etigoene [(Sincerity) 3. Horscman
n Hunting 2. laljuisu 5. Kenpaisu 5, Kyujulsu
Lere Bushido 3, Lore: History 4. Lore; Shadow
. A Aelling {Poetry) 4

Kezan has [ived a strange lige, one full of un-
WIstE and regrets: Tn life, he was 2 wanderdng
i dabbled In poetry. Through sheer happen-
g became embrolled In a poetry contest witl
e poet, The Crane was horsiied o dls-
the wWoman belng praised by Rezan's posm
-ﬁl'lr.lﬂml"li- datighter, traveling in disgulse, The
e could avold the dishonor of Insultlng her
tknowledie Rezan as the better poet. The story
Wictory quickly spreid scross Rokugan, and he
BEiLIn great demand at different couns. In lime,
marmied the Emperor's daughier and became &
B8O the Imperial fammiky

Aleer thelr deaths, Rezan amnd his bride emtered Yomd, the
Reslm of Blessed Ancestors. There, Rezan found any niamber
of pursulis to occupy his tme, Including Sghting alongside the
reaim’s defenders, the Blezsed Guard. In Gme, Rezan’s wike oe-
termined that the poct did not love ber and depanted for the
maostal realm to be reincamated. Ondy after her deparmure did

ezan realize he did indeed love her. and when the opportuniy
came to retumn o Rokugan throogn Obiidon’s Gate o knd her
he did so.

Rezan spent decades searching the Empire for his lost bride
He discovercd wo hls surprise that he was a lependary poct, as
mamny takented writers had used his name over the years o gain
recognition for thelr warks, 1Me loved many women, secing a
hitthe of his wite in cach of them, but never finding her. |
not until the Rain of Mood that any hint of her location came to

1 Was

fim,

Adver Juchiban's rliual wrenked havoe across the Emplre, Ke-
zan discovered that hig wlie had been amonp the victims, The
Dragon found evidence of her identivy among the belongings of
a woman wha hind pone mad i the Rain, and delivered them
to Rezan, Stelcken with griel and emoerse, Rezan left Rokugan
and joined the only man he believed could punish Tuchiban
for his crimes, thee only man who dnderstood the Bloodspeaker:
Daigotsu, the Dark Lord of the Shadowlands.

|FL the Shadowlands, Rezan discovered that his normally
and that e was the calm, osdered
Diaipotsu accepled hils fealty.

1

fippant behavior was gone,
center ina hurmicane of madness
and the poct led the Crab to Oblivien's Gate to herak the retum
of Hida Kisada A short time later. he was Daipotsu’s leutenant
ahen the Dark Loed attacked Iuchiban®= stronshold in Ouosan
Lichi. Rezan oven cammied Daigotsu’s good wishes to [sawa Se1a
mu, although the Wioll had lirtle appreciation for the pestuse

Mow that [uchiban i dead. Rezan has nothing to fhve oz Re
secks his wike among the Lost, boping asainst hope that she will
be one of those beought into the fold by Daipotsu and katsu
Thus far, he has found nothing, and he is beginning to wonder 8
he must spend yel another lifetime withoul her

NOTLIAOY-ONOWYIC
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Rezan’s School/Rank

I you owm Fortunes & Winds, Rezan's maining with the
Blessed Guard alkows Bim to use their Technigues from
the time be renirns throusph Obldon's Gate until be joins
Daigotsu. Az that point, his embrace of the Taint scves
Yomis hodd on his spirit. and he loses those Techmibgques.

Miscellaneous NPPCs

THE BLOODSPEAKERS

IUCHIBAMN, THE BLOODSPEAKER

SCHOOLS RANK: Seppun Shugenja B
HOMNOH 0.6 3 TATLIS: MAA L LORY: =101

Air: & Earth= & Fire: 4

Wil power I el e &

sKILLS: Aratomye (Torurz) 7

X, Kenjuisu 4. Lowe= Ga Soccery B, Loee !.-r:.f1lp'-5r 3

Aaho 5, Medit=inon SN

Courtier

SPECIAL ABILITTES
Advandod Taint Suppression: luch ban autos :
. i il CElects OF S tllv tarpets Tajor
uppress this abilicy 21 will pe als

il - L 1
hat &t only apphes to hi—scl

Posscsshon: lu-hihar

CRapT o posseRs Ay
oy lCking pazes with
Lirget mus! make an cpposed Willposeer roll or become
seased by luchiban, luchiban® former host body im

nanmad creature wichin 300

dies, The tarpet’s bedy becomes [uchiban's new host be
the Jormer occupant’s spint immedintely dies, Tuchibanss
cal Tralis tesporarily become these of the host body {ithers
greater than his own. The host body relalng any |1.|1|_ILr;|| ahiilH
el engolng magleal effects, bur otherwise nll is previous
thes, Including Wiounsds, are lost and replaced with Tuichil
[lere 18 ma Belt o the amount of Ume that TuehBan ma
maln i a host body. 17 the taget's nidal Willpewer roll s
sesslul, luchiban remaing o his preylous body and e
immune to this effect for ten minutes. Onee lichiban pos
d body, the body s considered his own antd he cannoSBess
moved by exorciEm or similar methods i
Blood Mastery: When casting maho using nis OWIEE
Tuchiban rakes no Wiounds unless he makes Ralses (mot el
v Free Ratsesh lechiban eains two Free Ralses wien -.:

=

Improved Mapic Resistance: The TN of all mahoiSe

tarpeting luchiban o moeased by 10 unicss he 5a =

Immaortality: luchiban cannot be killed by amy e
ess the Hidden Hear of Juchiban ts destroved. Should 8

be destroved, he repencrales in an Emvisibee, -'“'i"--""i-"':"'d .




p months later. In thiz [onn, e can nelther attack nor
Thiz only ability he mov use while I this siate §s his
g ability:
pation: [f not possessing o host bady, Iuchiban s
rit to take mngible fanm for ong hour per days In this
« b thie listed stats,

'gmﬂl;m.. [uchilsin heals ona die of Wounds everny
“ [fHe is Infured beyand the Dead level.
rer called Luchiban |s perhaps the greatesi villain
jms ever known, He was borm Hantel lama, the sec
an Emperor, and biter Because s elder brother was
“his brother contracted a fever, Tama rejeiced, for
Id. b:ccrmr: Empreror — but his brother survived, and his
*’! er new (Hends abandoned him,
he ald of a shupenja named Asabina Yajinden, the
I I';]I[l plumbzed the secrets of blood magle, using the
he mad shupenja Kunl Nakanu to cbar his path.
al the Taint that would resuls of such mnpie would
s soul, Jama searched [ar a way Lo aviold his awn
Finding nio'such answar in Rokugan, ke drew upon
es as an Impetlal prince w joumney to the forbidden
_d'ijﬁ horders.
foreton lands, lama encatinterad many sirampe
Iu Lng demons and a cabol of heartless sorcerers

adi. fama underwent their ftuals along with his

pelen, and retured o the Empire as the powerful
hiban, By combining paijin sorcery with his knowl-
ho, luchlban became perhaps the most powesful be-
mpln:. and amempted (o overthrow his brother the
His anempt was discovered and folled, and he was
T within a specially ereated lomb,

eventually escaped as a spirit and discreetly wan-
mpire, preparing his cult for anatber attempl at over-
g the Emperor, Agaln he was discovered, this thme by
and his hand was forced. His iollowers massed a
of undead and faced the combined Great Clans al
of Sleeping River. This time, Tuchiban had planmed
passlble obstacle, save one: fhe fnmaortal Bloesd of
| Togashi had created 5 special tattoo on one of his ise
e tattoned monk drew In fuchiban’s spirt and caped

'-" efy the Bloodspeaker Shahal manipulaled a group
&5 into Breaking the seals on the Tomb of luchiban.
Eﬁhﬂ I sirike o bargain with the soreener, hoping Lo
ald in restoring the Dark Lord Draipotsi to full power,
decelved Shahal, and made his cscpe, He quickly
.]'Ili cult once more and drove Daigatsu from the
_dﬂ- With his power seeure, Luchibon lsunched

Elgn of terror the likes of which the Empire had nev-
ulminating in the Lerible Baln of Blood. 1 was only
‘machinations of the enipmatic Shadow Dragon and
t!'ﬁil'hﬂnm lMentenant Yajinden (e Tuchiban wos -
Hed. With his heart destroyed, the Bloodspeaker fell
_T‘Sn‘ln\'-ll Sezari, the Wall, Iuchiban died victarlous,
the Empire waould never forget him, nor cease o

SHAHAL THE LADY OF BLOOD

SCHOOL/RANEK: Tuchl Shugenja 6

FAON O 0.3 STATLIS: M/ L LORY: =6.0
Alr S Earth: 4 Fire: 5 Watar: 5 Void: 2
Willpowee: 7 Parcaption: §

Shadewlands Taint: 5.8

ALVAMTAGES: Dark Daughter (see below), Tnnate Abilites
{numerons)

DSADVAMTAGES: Obligatlan, Swom Enemy {(Kunl Kivosi),
Trae Love [Daigatsu)

SPELLS: Shahal pessesses all known maho spells, many as [n-
nate Abilities: She alzo possesses a wide varlety of elemental
siells, determined as the GM sees appropriale.

SHADOWLANDS POWERS: Child of Darkness, Master of
Mowd, nholy Beauty, Deside the Darkness, Unearthly Re-
peneration, Drmawing Out the Darkness, Protection of the
Duark.

SKILLS: Calligraphy 4, Courtier (Manlpulation) 5, Defense 5,
Horsemanship 4, Hunting 3. Intimidatlon o, Lore: Maho 8,
Lore; Shadowlands 7, Meditation 4, Poison 3, Spelleraft 7,
Theology {(Shintaal 3

Born into wealth and status, luchi Shahai was neplected by
her father the [uchi family dainmgo. As a young itl, Shahaiof-
tem acted out in an atempt te gain her father’s attention. By
the time of her gempuklu, she had long since stopped caring
about her distant father and had grown borec with life in the
Llnicar londs, While exploting a forest near her funilys hald-
Ings: Shahal stumbled across a human skull, A mvsterious voice
whispered in hee mind os she examined the skull, promising o
teach her great power If only she would open her mind, Shahal
quickly agreed, excited for the fiest time in years, and bepan
studying under the spirit that she called "grandfather”

Shahal spirled downward into o realm of bleod magic and
Blasphemy, bul found that she did not care: She fell in with the
Bloadspeakers — the cult of Tuchilan — and leamed even more
dark secrets, During her tenure with the Bloodspeakers she met
Crafpotau, o voung man with an incredible gilt for Blosd magic.
The atrction 2nd aflection she felt for him was ber first penu-
Ine emotion in yvears. When he disappeared, she could nst help
but venture into the Shadowlands o search tor him.

In the Shadowlands, Shahal found Dalgotse constructing
a wvast City of the Lest, where the samural who had fallen in
the Gattle at Oblivien's Gate were altempting to rebuild a sem-
blance of their previous lives. Dajgolsu was also consiructing
a temple to Fu Leng, a Blatant depariure fram Bloodspeaker
dogma. Intrigued by Dajpotsu’s offer to accept ber nol as a sub-
Jeat, But an equal, she stadahiereed the entlty called the Dark
[aughter of Fu Lenp, absorhed her power. and took her place
at Dalpatsu's shde.
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When Dalpotsu weas slain by Tamir Tsudae, Shahal mourned,
Hig return ta life briefly brought Her exuliation, but when she
discovered that he had lost his ablliry o use maho, she wis
harrfied for i, Back within Rokugans borders, she manipu
lated o group of maglstrabes into entering uchiban's Tomb and
breaking the seals that barred her from entering. She attempred
to bargain with the Blocdspeaker in hopes that e could restore
Dalpotsu’s power. Instead, she was betrayed, enslaved, and
forced o watch the sorcerer drive Dalpotsu from the Clry of the
Lost and setze it for himsell.

Juchibsin's rule over the Shadowlands was torurous for Sha-
hal. She could not betrry him, but nelther could she could lorget
Daipotsu. Indectsion and angulsh pamlyzed her unttl Dalgotsu’s
return, when he liberated her from [uchibans control and she
aided Bim in driving the Bloodspeaker from the Shadowlands
Though much of thelr clry was devastated, Shahal and Daigotsu
are together onde mone

DAIGOTSU YANNDEN, THE SWORDSMITH

SCHOOL BRANK: Asahing Shugenia 6

HONOR: 0.8 STATUS: NAA GLORY: 8.0 (Infamous)

Firsz 5 Woued: 1

Ne§  Earthed

Will sy T

Shadowlands Taint % 4 (Held in chech because of the Khadi niual)

ADVANTAGES: Allies (Bloodspeakers). Gereat Potential (Asti-
can ], Way of the Land (Crane, [myperial)

DISADVAMTAGES: Bad Reputation, Dark Fate, Driven (to ae
ate). leakousy

SEILLS: Courticr 2, Craft: Armorsmithing 6, Crafit: Weapon
smithing 8, Deceil 7, Defense 5, EDqQuetic
Herakley 4, Love: Maho B, Lore: Memuranal B,
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ands B, Meditation 6. Spelicral 7

KATA: Striking as Fiee, Sir

ing as Water
SPECIAL ABILITIES

Advanced Taint Suppression: Yajinden amomatically sup-
presses any cffect that detects or specifically targets Taint within
100" of himsell. He may suppress this abiliey at will or alier it so
that it only applics to himself

Posscsshon: Yajinden may attemj 1o posscss any living hu
manoid creature within 30 feet by locking gazes with them
The tarpet must make an opposed Willpower roll or become
Fh"'.‘-l'.‘iri-l.‘.j by Yajinden. Yajinden's former host body imme
diately dies. The tarpet’s body becomes Yajinden's niew host
body and the former occupants spirit immediately dics
Yafindens plvsical Traits temporarily become those of the
host body W they are greater than his own. The host baody

retaing amy nataral abllitles and ongoing magical eflects
but otherwise all its previous abilities, Including Wounds,
are lost and replaced with Yajinden'’s, There
i no limit to the amount of lime that Yajin- &
den may remaln ina host body, 11 the tampet's
irtltial Willpower moll is successiul, Yajinden remalng
in his previows body and the tanget 1S immune
to this eifect for len minuies, Once Yajinden
possesses a boudy, the body 18 considered his
own and he cannot be removed by exorclsm
of simiblar methods.

Art |= all thar drives the man once called Asahing Y¥ajiny
all that has ever interested him, the one thing thag in
pitssions. Battle, philosophy, love, power. . none ;,nm
have ever mattered. It s only the sacred act of enegy)

of terrible beauty that brings him alive, The rest of life 1
the price he mist pay for those moments of rapliire,

Yajinden became fiendhy with Gromo Fima when (5
were Sl young. Tama was the Empenors secard
of favor with the courts. He understood Yajinden's pas b
if he did not share it. Yafinden considered Tuchibamn o
of a fool, but he was a wealthy and influental foal, It
den who suggestedd hat they seek their fornune in u!' :
Sands. There, Yajinden and lama undeovent the binrnekl
rituals that renddensd them immortal sorcerers. -

To Yajinden's dismay. lama — now calling himself fueh

wis far more taleniad at wickding their unfgue corbis
of mahe and gaifin magic, and enzlaved Yajindens Hel
his former Fiend o ot the Bloodsvonds in onder I0'p ._|_-_
enemies. A vengeful Yajincen did 25 e was fosd. DRI
of the blades fawed. Yozshin, the fnal Bloodswood, pos
a sanse of heror that the others did not. Of all the biS
Yashin sought to redess itselil Aod so it was that™y8
the only blade whose tue nature was discovened)
bringing about Tuchiban's defeat.

Though Yainden was capturd Songside his Mt
prepared jor the cventualiey. Using a technique hel
cealed from Juchiban. Fe profecied s mind ingo 2
and escaped before his body could be punished. Yajinc
decades wandaring the Smpire, aeating objects of =
cal power. In time, Tuchiban also leamed o s=t his soul
ing and, by watching Ysiindan, leamad to poSSeSS e
gs well. Yajinden was distusbed when his DEaster SEUSS
once again he was forced to serve [uchiban's Srmogsn
of pursuing ks art. When [uchibian was defeatnd & soi
Yajlnden escaped caprore emirely, and was contents



e ambition became oo great for Yajinden to bear.
4 his master's tomb and attempted o absorb his
s [ar too poweriul. howaver, and Yajinden
d in his prison. tormented o years belore the
ﬂulu:l inadvertently freed them both.
mudmmn'ﬁuntum.hinﬂ:mu chags, with
of. Yajinden sought to undermine his kord
d. though he could take no Ciredt adthon against
nce with the Shacow Dragon eventually resulted
% death and his cwn freedom. Shortly thereaiter,
e his allcgiance 1o Dakpotsu. He now spends his
Clty of the Lost. deep within the Shadowlands, pur-

GOZOKU

_EHI.H;H.L MASTEIL OF THE HiDDEN GUARD

NE Seppun Shugenja 5

STATUS: 6.5 L LCHRY: 5.0

th: 2 Flre: 2 Vaid: 3

5 Intelligenes 4

Wales: 4

GBS Blessing of the Elements (Alr, Waier), Percelved
L5}

E5: Contmiry, Lechery (4 polns), Meddler, Obli-
U (4 poinis)

ts Innate Ability] Banish*, Bentens Touch.
y Counterspell®, Fand of [urodin, Hean of Moml-
fune®, fade Sirike®. Mt of lluskon, Path to lnner
'_-'- it of the Kami, Refleciive Pool. Rise, Alr, Secrets
d, Sense”, Slent Waters, Summon®. Svmbel of
o Huhn'rhee.rshdmasﬁ' The Ties That

3, Courtier (Manipulstion) &, Defense 4,
o) 5, Etigoette (Burcaucracy) 7. lmves-
) &, Lone: Law 5. Medicine 7, Meditation &,
Hasting) 3, Thealogy 7
n family and demonsirating an carly gl for
agic, Toshiakd wos a notural choelee for the Hid-
order of shupenja that personally protects the
m imagical threats. Seppun Toshlakl has been o
€ Totur Dynasty all his life, and familiarity has
il While others stand i awe of the glorous Sor
nw _tl;nui Reen the Toturd as they truly are — no better
hed Toruri himsell wracked by Indeclsion, unable
fe son he knew was his. He walched the Oricle
¢ the threne though: she knew it would bring disas-
pel the Four Winds squabbling with one another
er's kegacy, ghving the Dark Locd the chance he
e his sinister god 1o glocy. Now he watches To-
ﬂ'ﬂﬁm play petty pames of power, allowing the

L while Tochiaks belicees in the Gozoku phitkoso-
de ﬂhrh:aihth::_ﬂehanmwh:pl.hﬁhz

mmm—dmmwﬂlnﬂ\mhﬂ
His motivation is [ar sirier: blacikomall.

Toshiaki has fong used his position as a high-ranking mem-
ber of the court 10 Bcilitate his romantic indiscretions, and a5
Ete would bave it one of those indiscretions occurned with an
apent of Bayushi Atsukd. Bayushi Kamnan visited Toshlaki
shorthy thereaiter, threastening 1o reveal the existence of the Sep-
pun’s new illepitimate davghter 10 his wife unless his demands
were met. Toshiaki agreed. so bong as he was not commanded
to bring amv harm (o the Toturi fmiby.

Ironically, Toshiakis new duties suit him just Bne. His 1ok s
simple — protect and monitor Totori 11 5o that the Emperor can
continue to exist &8 a powericss fgunchead. Toshiaki relishes
his posithon In the Gozoku, and even allows them Lo think that
his affiliation with them is his onn decision. 1 that selationship
were 1o change, and the Garoku were to decide Tomr's useful-
ness was at an end, he does not know what he would do. Would
he abandon his caths 1o his family and allow the Emperor to
die? Would he [rotect the Emperor only to face the shame thal
would follow when his Indlseretions were exposed?

Chly e will pell,

DOJIL AKIKD

SCHOOL RAMK: lidwa Shugenja (Water) 8
HOMNOR: 4.3 STATUS: 8.5 GLORY: 8.8

Al d Fire: J Earth: 4 Void: §

Awareness: 5 Intelligence: &

Water: &

ADVANTAGES: Bemten's Blessing, Blessing of the Elements
(Water), Voice

DIEADVANTAGES: Ally: Bayushi Arsuld {441 poinis). Dark Se-
cret (Gozoiu conspirator), Driven (Ambsitious), True Love
{Dodfi Kurohito)

SPELLS: Doji Akiko can cast amy clemental spell and potsetses
all Water spells as Innste Abilitkes.

SKILLS: Callipraphy 3, Courtier (Mamipulation, Political Ma-
ncuvering) 4, I.'!I'L‘irullun (Omens) 5, Ellquetie (Sincerity) 5.
Instruction (Isawa Shugenja School. Spellcrait) 5, Lore: His
tory 5, Lore: Shupenja 5, Medicine 4, Meditatlon o, Spelicral
(Maho) 8, Theology (Shintac) 7

Dojl Akiko is the dawghter of Isawa, the ariginal Fhoenix Clan
Thunder. She remembers the earliest days of the Empire, the (all
of the Kaml, (he tlse of Pu Leng, Shiba bending hls knee belore
her father, the creation of the Last Wish, and the first Day of
Thurder [ewas o time of heratsm, honar, and sacrifice,

Akiko met her end when Asako Sagolen attempled o use
Isawa's Last Wish Lo regaln ber love, and the magleal constnict
exploded with enerjy. For a thousand years she watched Rokii-
san [fom the Realm of Blessed Ancestors and grew ever more
dissatisfied. In her eves. the heroes of today cannot compeiie [o
such legends as Shiba, Kakita, Otaku, and her father,

Dring the Battle of Oblivion's Gate she returmed to the mos-
2l realm because she felt that the lesser heroes of the modern
age were unprepared for the threat they faced She was dis-
susted to Snd herselil rapped in Rokuwan, bur determined 1o
tke the best of it She kept her identity a seoret, hoping to
explore this new Empire before determining if she should reveal
harsel 1o her descendants. The Steel Chrysanthemum's saldiens
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hunted her tirelessly. Even her considerable magical power was
no defense. and she was forced to throw herself on the mercy
of mortals. At Kyuden Doji she pleaded for the aid of the Crane
Clan, and had her first fareful meeting with Doji Kurchino

Kurobito proved himsell every bit as worthy as the heroes
of old. He was cunning. brave. hoporable, and had the light of
ambition in his eye. Akiko was smitlen, and determined to help
this worthy koed to fulfill his destimy. With Akiko as his bride,
Kuroh®o has become one of the most respected Champions
of the Crane In recent history. Returning to her own clan and
rejoining the Elemental Councll as Master of Water, she has
forged a powerful bond berween the Phoenix and Crane. Akiko
ks without a doulx among the most powerful individuals in the
Empire, both magkcally and politically.

x course, not even her hushand knows the entine truth about
her. Hie dovs not know howr, in her wanderings, she encountered
Baryushi Arsuld and found that he shared her disdain for the
modem world. While she did not agree with the coarser details
of his scheme, his overall plan had merit, and she was proud to
become one of the kinders of the new Gorolou,

Akiko is, however, disturhed by how violent Atsulkd has prov
en 1o be, She suspects that his ambitions extend beyond merely
turmning the Tolwrl Dynasty into pawns. I he proves 1o be a li-
ability, he will have 10 be removed. She knows that the Scomplon
will be a difficul! opponent, but the daughter of lsawa is not
truly cancerned.

BAYUSHI KAMNAN, GOZOKU AGENT

S0 GO AN Shosure Shinolbl 4
HOMOMR: 1.0 STATUS: B (Exile)  GLORY: 5.6 [Infamaus)

Water: 1 Yald: 2
Strespth A4

Alri 4 Earth: 3 Fire: 4
Agility §

ADVANTAGES: Combat Reflexes, Cralty, Daredevil, Quilck

DISADVANTAGES: Cruel, Dark Fate, Unlucky (3 mnks)

KATA: Blackened Sight, Striking as Wind, The Tall’s Keach

SKEILLS: Athletics (Climbing) 5, Deceit 3, Defense . Hunting
(Tracking) 3. Investigation (Motlee, Sexrch) 3. Kenjutsu 4,
Medicing (Wound Trestment] 3, Minja Ranged Wiapons 5,
Spears (Nagamaki) 7, Stealth (Soeaking) o, Underworld 5

To Bayushi Kamnan, murder has always been a way of life. The
only thing that has ever changed & the face on the other end ol
his spear.

Tralned as an assassin, Kamnan was conditioned 1o kill with-
out hesitation. mency. or honoe. He was conditioned  never to
question the commands of his Jond, because the greater glory of
ithe Scorplon Clan would wash away his sins. The day be was
given the commuand to sty Yeritomo Aramasy was the proud-
est In his Ele. When the Mantis Champion met his death on
Kamnan's nagamalki, the assascin knew oaly joy and trumph.

Afver that... nothing.

He fled the city of tosan Lich] e a commeon criminal. He
scuttled through shadowed safehouses and parbage-strewn al-
leys for weeks, avolding the Mantic wamiors that sought his
blood. He found even his own kinsmen strangely unwilling 1o
akd him. In their eyes, he was a pawn whose purpose had been
fuliilied. Now he served no purpoese, the ugly reminder of an
ugly deed that needed 10 be done.

Kamnan was disheartensd by bow his clan had b
but Ogura ofiered Fim Fope in the form of a new
ushl Atsuki of the Shadowed Tower. He preached i
the new Gozoku, the promise of glorious days toeg

In truth, Kamnan heand none of ie. He no
had already oifered him what he hﬂ?dﬂ:md.m 2l
e now cared about — a chance 10 rain the Scomion
had rubned him.

THE IMPERIAL FAMILY

ToTur: [ THE BRIGHTEOUS EMPERDR

(See staiistics on pege 67, “Hantel Naseru™)

Though the frst vears of B reign were peaceful ""-_'
oS, Toturl Nagcem roer fnds himeeli 2 prisoner In K
ace. With each day tha: passes. more former allles peod
conspliring againc him. While trapedy continues 10
Rokugan, fools seire upon excuses io tum apaing
instead of banding topether against threats 1o the B
Nazeru finds the Garcku paticularly reprehs
claim that the Empire cannct be ruled by a singles
the responsikility of leadership cannol be prq'l::l]r
a flawed mortzl soul. The'r dealistic philosophy anly
thelr amogance and ignorance, Rokugan has never i
by a single man; the Emperor has always relled uponh
plons and advisors. However, [n the end, final g
devolve upon a single person whose decisions ane
wise, all would fall 1o chacs — and that 18 the trs
Emperor, to take responsibility when all else falli
That the Gozoku do not see (his brands the
worse, powermongers. Maseri suspects that l,]'{q-“
the Gozaku knews the truth — that one man m
decide the fte of Rokugan — but this mysterlaug le
cuvils that power [or himsell.
Whint sadidens Maseru most of all s that he cannoe
sympathize. He remembers his hunger for his §
o thirst for power that would pot suffer even fam
the way. Had his llie taken a different route, and of
lings gained the throne instead, ke may well hll'ﬂ'l: T
with these Gozoxu. He sees his own ambition, i
reflected in their eyes. Yet there is one h:npﬂml:l
He Is Emperor. and they are not

KANEKA. THE SHOGUN

(See starisrics o pace a2, “Akodo Kaneka®)

What is honor? What is ambition? Can they (o
soul? If 3 man’s ends are honoemble, does i MaSS
also fulsll his personzl ambitonsT I one pursues o
ar an impossible soal®
Such questions consume the Shogun's sheeples g
The vears :-L‘-.c"hsb'ﬂf‘#iuum'uﬂlﬂm -
g oven mare bitter and oynical, i that 5 7
recognizes that cach time be secks 1o defy his
he is only doemed to repeat the past. 11-11:-#
reflections of their kegendary fathet. each in theird
even the Bastard st play his part.
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DOl YASUYOD, CRANE CLAN HERD

S Hu. LS RAMK: Kakica Bushi 2ol Magistrate 2
Crane Kenshinren 3

HOMOR: 3.8 STATUS: 5.6 GLORY: 6.0
Air- S Earth: = Fire: 4 Wt £ Void- £
Agiiiey. 5

ADVANTAGES: Benten's Blessing, Blishamon’s Biessing, Greal
Potential (Iagutsu), Multiple Schools

DISADVANTAGES: Jdealistic, Solt Heaned

KATA: Kakitas First Sqance, One Leg Stance, Siriking as Earth
Striking as Fire

SEILLS: Athletics 4. Courtier 3, Defenee 4, Eriquette 4, Falconry
2, Heraldry 3. Hunting (Survival) 5, lajjutsu 7. Investiga-

tion 4, Lore: Bushido 5. Lore: Myth and Lepend 4. Katana 6.

Kenjulsu 4, Kvujutsu 4, Law 4, Medlintlon 5, Sincerity 4, Tea

Ceremony 3

Doji Vasuyo’s School
thcrm.n!wm;um:&mti

suyo’s SchoolRark should nsead be
Diofi Maotarate 2 7 Kenlon Kenfjotsu 1.

Yasuvo rose o prominence dering the time of the Fo
Throuph her herosm, Do Kurahito broke Chokandomes
and ended his clan’s lorp tend with the Lion Clan A
eration of Crane herocs endeavors 1o live by her oo
brather, Mapard, has oiten commented that Lady Dot
truly be far from Rokugan's shores 80 long as ﬁ'm -
amung her children. Though Yasivo would never
hersell 10 her clan's lounder, she is deeply lattered by
comparkson, She was even more suplsed 16 Rear th
repeated In the court by her cousin Kurahlio,

Thus It came ps a shock o hear of Der betrothal
[riring the Four Winds conflice, Kaneka Bad never b

thing but an enemy of the Crane, Fe had u'n'er_lu
upen the Empine’s general resentment nfl‘l‘lﬁ
pamer power and support for himseli.
in the Yasukl war [n the name of!
while using Yasukl resources o
own soldiers. To Yasuyo, b
ta the Shogun seemed an
ed punishment, vet she did'n

-u{i‘: h;‘r colsin's request
i wished 1o make p
l'hi.’ Shogun, then &
do et part.

She has h i
suprised o find
developing ef

cspect o
Though bhe
coarse, and
has an
seime of honor
Bald  pragmai:
findls exiremely
I Through

coupe of @
uneavered

BeCTEE WA
Crooku [eade S
hos  allled ki _'.-
hils cause.



0, EMPFRESS OF ROKUGAMN

: Ikoma Omoidasa 4 7 Nasen |

SEEKERS OF ENLIGHTENMENT

- (e ablc (5 points), Precise Memory, Voke
BRNTAGES: Epllepsy, Idcalistic. Small
Ranle (Banle Lore) 5, Courntler (Gossip, Political Ma-
= 4. Delense 4, Etiquetic (Bareaucracy, Sincerity) 6,
G 6, laljutsu 4, Investigation (Notice) 6. Kenjutsu 4,
Milstary (Lion Clan) 5, Meditation 3, Storyielling {Brag-
ary, Moetry, Rheteric) 7

ol the noble Akodo house, Kuraka Inherlied o medi-
¢ that euses occasional patnful and uncontrallable
il thit her conditien mipht couse her death on
s it had for her (ather), Kurakas mother ar-
10 be tralned a5 an omoldasu.
g fanclde ned that she would never have her chance
g the Lien Clan's mightiest heroes, bul accepted
slories of such heroes was an honorable (e, She
Inta her studies with zeal. Her sensel were qulie
she soon became one of the most redpected stu-
e Ikoma dojo. Her rendition of the eplc Might of Fall-
¥as 50 profioundly toeching that she was summoned
I’ Codirt 1o recite i, and wus rewarded with o
10 all future Winter Courts from the Emperor

ime came for Totari 111 to choose an Empeess, he
ther's clan — the Lion. He asked cach of the Lion
¢ the candidaic they ich would make the finest
Eh family presented its candidate. The wily Ikoma
ow eychrows when he did not name an Teoma a
hig Kurakos hand. Sume clalmed that Kumko's
SEnquence proved her to be a true daughter of lko-
ety than any bonds of blood. Though 1@ was a bold
did not deny Kurako the honor., Impressed by
Lreputation and by Sumes elogquence, Toturd 111
0 his bride.
if the Imperal household, Kurnko's keen eve
tred the balance of power. She was shocked by the
mperars authorty had boen undermined by am-
he took swilt action, denouncing several Gozoku
for their past dishonorable actions and nining
8, Naseru was greatly Impressed, and embraced
< 1 atlly. Kurako was pleased to gain some measure of
o i not his love. Perhaps by helping the Anvil regain
SF At % riphtfully his, she might yet become the heso

ey hoped o b

- ENDANT OF SHINSEL
STATUS: 9.9 GLORY: 5.1 ROSOKU. ”"'“-:* DA F
y ———  SCHOOL/RANK: Shrine of Seven Thunders Monk 4
B o el WD Howok 4 STATUS:20  GLORY: 1.0 {monk)
§ Wilpower § Imiclgeae 5 Pescepton §
MGEs: Ally: Emperoe Toturi 111 (444 points), Benten's A d Earth: 3 Fire 3 Water: 3 Wioiek: &
B Bishamon's Blessing. Clear Thinker, Imperial W lpower Perciion 4

ADVANTAGES: Balance

DISADVANTAGES: Driven ({ulfill father's dying wish)

KIHO: Ancestral Guidance, Breaking Blow, Chi Protection,
Cleansing Spirit, Ebb and Flow, Fight Direciions Awarencss,
Falliing Star Strike, Forune's Breath, Harmony of the Four
Winds, Harmoeny of the Mountain, Heart of Stone, Khanmle
Srike, One with All, Purity of Shinsel, Speak to/the Spirit,
Touch the Makd Dragon, Wind's Truth

SEILLS: Athletles 4, Courtler 3, Defense 3, Etiguette 3, Instruce
tion &, Jfutsu 4, Lete: The Elements &, Meditatlon o, Theol-
oy (Shintaa) s

History has never recorded the origin or fate of the litle man
known only as Shinsel, Where Shinsel accumulated his Inered-
ible wealth of wisdom, how he achieved enlightenment, what
secrels he passed to those he wught, what fate befell him afrer
the Thunders defeated Fu Leng... these mysteties have never
been answered. What is known s that his line continued alver
Fu Leng fell, for his descendant emerged in Rokugan o gather
the reincamated Thunders wiwn the second Day of Thunder
ook place in Ososan Lichi. After Fu Leng had boen defeated for
itz second time, Shinsel's descendant, the Hooded Rondn, once
again disappeared into mrysteny.

Shimseis descendants long 2po embraced thedr destiny 10
guide mankind during the Days of Thunder that pit them against
forces of divine evil every thousand years. The only way 1o ¢n-
sure that mankind has the guidance they requine is for Shinscl's
line to remain sale and removed from the events in the Em-
pire. Towand that end, Shinsei’s son built a home in a secloded
mountain ranpe (ar from Rokugan’s borders. There he studied
his father’s wisdom, seeking enlightenment and venturing oul
only when It was time to pass on his wisdam. On occasion,
wayward nomads would find their way into his temple. When
that happened, he would eliher send them on thelr way, or oller
them a home and a chanee to unlock the uriverse's secrals,

Toscku 18 the most recent of Shinsel's descencants. His fa-
ther's dying wish drove him o break his saored selitude, ventue
Ing Into Rekugan w establish the contests that would create (he
Keepers of the Hlements. Once the Keopers are chosen, Rosoku
intends to leave Rokugan to lis fate, but with each day that pass-
es he finds it more difficult to sepamte himself. He onby hopes he
can select the Keepers and step away before It |s too kite,
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KAIU SUGIMOTO, KEEPER OF EARTH

MIRUMOTO MASAE. KEEPER OF AIR

SCHOOLS RAMEK: Kalu Engineer 3

SCHOOL RANK: Miremoto Bushi 3

HOMOR: 3.2 STATUS: 5.4 GLORY: 4.1 HONOR: 3.8 STATUS: 4.0
.l'l:l. Earth: 4 Fore: 1 Water: 1 Woud: 3 A 4 Earthe: 3 Firez 3 Water o
ircelrgence 3 Willpowesr 4 Peresption 4.
ADVANTAGES: Keeper of Earth {see "The Paih of Enlighten- ADVANTAGES: Keeper of Alr {see “The Path of
menl,” pase 137) pape 137)

DMISADVANTAGES: Benten's Curse, Misging Limb {useless
right arm)

KATA: Siriking a5 Eanth

SKILLS: Batle 4, Crait: Armarsmithing 5, Defense 3, Enginect-
ing 3, Enpineering (Sicpe) 6, Heavy Weapone 4, Horseman.-
ghipy 1, Kenjuisu 3, Kyujutsu 2, Lore: Shadowlands 4, Theaol-
opy (Shintao) 4

Among any clan other than the Cral, Knlu Sugimoto's life would
I a tragedy worthy of the greatest playwright, His wife died
while defending the FKalu Towers, shortly after their only son's
gempukkue, Her glorlous death brought her family much honor,
but broke Supimolo's head, 1E was abvious that his e was o
rulng, so a compassionate Hida Kuon eassigned Sugimoto and
his son 1o Crosan Uehl o bopes of [iting his spidts. He had
been there only a shord time when Dalpotsu's [orces attacked,
destroying the cite. Sugimoto’s son died in front of his eyes.

Sugimore survived, although he was horribly maimed. He
took up the path of an armorsmith so that he might sl serve
the Crab, bur it was dfficult for him o forget his wike and son.
It was not unil he traveled o the distont Badger [ands that his
life truly began again. While struggling 1o reconcile the sclfish
apenda of his cousin with the neads of the Crab'’s [chito cousing,
Sugimato averted a potenitial disaster and brought afl parties to
an accond In doing so, he unknowingly fulilled the terms of
Rosoku's quest and became the Keeper of Earth. Sugimoto at-
tempied (o pass the bonor to his lord, but Kuon nefused. 1t was
Supimoto who most serve with Rosolou and help in the Empines
strupgle for enlischtenment.

The iromy of his situation 15 not lest on Sugimoto. Deepite the
many physical amd emotional trials he has endured, the spiritu.
al difficulty of his new dulles alongside the Keepers has proven
to exceed anything he has ever experienced. He understands
oy that his wile and son buve met thelr destinies, and (hat he
must meet his before he can hope (o see them again. Though he
does not yet understand wiy, the Empire stll needs the crippled
ald man who onece wanted nothing mare than to die and find
peace at Last,

The nascent stniggle between the Empenor and the Shogun
preatly alarms Suglmoto. Nothlng divides the Empires spislt
maore &0 than pelitics and conflict, and this has the potential to
divide the Empire In a way that nothing in history has managed
1o do. The Keepers have been gathered at last, but is it alneady
too late?

DISADVANTAGES: Ascetic, Can't Lie

FATA: Spirit and Sizel, Striking as Fire

SKILLS: Athletics 2, Coustier 3. Deienie 2, Etiquene 35
{Katana) 4, Kyujutse 2, Lore: Shugenja 3, Medit
ology (Shintao) 4

Since childhood, Masae has always been a4 peace
impetuous elder brother Resanjin often found |
trouble, and Mosoe frequently had o moderate his e
11 wars In larpe part due to her that o young Minme
avolidied feuds that could hove sent his e down @
different path. o
Whien age and wisdom tempered Rosian]ins behi
sine was relieved to pursue her own Interests. Thei
often spun tales of the Dragen Clan's greatest
her brother was fascinated with history’s greatest W
sae preferred tales of Shinsel and his teachings
of enlightenment iascinated her, and as she grew
lmvn,t.lmc.ﬁca:lkpuhﬂ"_mnﬂﬂ'dfhﬂk .
Even the pious considered her odd, a warrior with
a monk. Sull, the Dragon recognized her nesds,
her with a position guarding the most [llustrious Sl
temples in thelr Lands. Masac was content to fulfill B
and study the Tao in guiet contemplation. -
When Roscku retumed to the Emplre and presen
Emperor with his goests. Togashi Satsu SumImGNed S8
instructed het 1o join her brother in Imperial Count
coniused, for the quests had not yet been annodn
only replied that her true quest jor enlightenme
begin. Masac was thrilled at the notian, and
brother in court
Her disappointment was overwhelming, Enlig
not a contest, nor could it be found al the end
this she was certaln, She retamed fo Dragon band
Satsu that she could not passibly compele, and 5
far seppulku. On her journey, she encountered i wie :q
ik and 0 smug Tamor cn the brink of o dueli The
sguabbling over a matter that could ensily have
peacefully, and in her frusration Masae L‘.'tr-‘ltla_riflﬁ
capltulated, and hostilities were averted. As they
save wans staggered By a srang wind and stumbled. §
gitlned her footing. she found herself face o fuce
Book of Air concealed within the stones. N
The position of Keeper of Alr is yet new 1o Masaes
again finds herself a diplomat, keeping the -
moto and the brash Crane Keeper of Fire from
Rosokou's death, Masae feck 3 sense of urgency 185
explain. The Empire stands on a preciplée, and shel
the Keepers arc the only ones who can save it
If only she knew how



Advanced Maho

has exlsted since before the Kami fell from the

L I ancient times, it was prachiced by the Tnbe of Izawa
form of maghc not yet comr upted by the touch of figolku
the best of circumstances, origina] Dlood magic
been considered danperous, drawing as it did oa
. of one’s soul to atsert one’s will on the moral worka
not Inherently conmupt. Tha did nd come oniil Fu
fnto the depths of Jipoiu
 centurics since the Kamis iaf
hat become the Gt relups
Sperate and mad, secking
hey could not acquine
sy other means.
£ tenets of maho
ined vinually
for neatly a
Years, as there
precious few
able 1o wield
Enaugeh to Inno.
' thome who suc-
Lo the Shadawlands
i the true powes
b anel even then they
L pawer thal wauld never
_._ﬂ\'ﬂllubk 1 marinls,
only grovp o hove slenll- -
o ged maho has been the Bloodspeaker cult.
handed down for ceniuries among their num-

adopted from luchibans personal style, a hvbrid of
Raifin dwals from the Buming Sands. These rituals
the cult for centurics, allowing the Bloodspeakers to
ing physical signs of cormuption while granting them
i powWers 1o use on enemies. Linformunaely for the
fnly trie way to mvoid the Taint when using maho
B the galjin ritual thar makes one a Khadl. a hean-
and none save Asashina Yajinden and Tuchiban
EVeT done so. The Taint. then, is unavoidable for
who embrace maho, sven though it takes longer
moms (0 maniiest. The mackirares who hunl the
irs have PeveT undersioad oy the cuk’s memibwers
b2 Blood magic bur avodd the Taing for 50 long. The
B with the cult's founder

ON IUCHIBAN'S POWER

ES of existence. luchiban has become danperoshy
UL his place n the Celestial Order. He ponuinely
B¢ ks entitled 1o the power he craves, and that his
of the power he
Eontinually, perhaps unconscicusly, revises his vi-
| Ehioosing 1o nicrpret cvents in a lght that paints
SRichltect of destiny. shaping events that he did not

alreagy commands proves Nis Wor

kruily affect. Iuchiban bas beépun 1o belleve he §s i faee divine, a
being that has transcended his place in the world and taken the
power that always should have been his. In truth, while he s
still mostal (albelr ageless). he has in many ways duplicated the
powers of a kesser Fortune.

Lipon his imprisonment in the tomb constructed for him by
the Great Clans, luchiban used his gaifin sorcery 1o splie cff
a small part of his soul The wards that imprisonsd [uchiban
blocked his ability o communicate with Yafinden and his kol
lowers, but they could not break ihe bomd between two pasts
of a single soul. With the Empire inorant of his machinations,
luchiban continued to speak to his followers through the frag-
of his sousl that be left behind an entity that the Blood-
speakers came 1o know a5 the Oracle of Blood

The Oraclke of Blood ks 3 manifectation of Tuchibans will. a
ool through which he commanded his cult dur
ing his long, oubied slumber The ood-

speakers are pot aware that the entity s
an exiension of thelr master’s sub-
a5 luchiban speaks

(EE o p

CONMSCIoWE,
throwsh the Oracke a3 1§ It were
a unique creature, It i merely
another deception by which
he contrals his lollowers:
Bloodspeakers
rupted by the Taint are of no
use 1o Tuchiban. He has Linle
regard for his followers, bt
Is umwlllimg 1o lose them when
they might yet prove useful
To this end, he hos established
a means of mitigating the amaunt of
Tabnt Imposed by mabo use. By ks
ing the Omcle of Blood, Bloodspeakers
can drw upon luchiban's incredible ¢om
mand of hlood magic, using him almost a8 an
Intermediary beiween the power of [leoku e rsonal
command of maho.,
Calling upon [uchibans power ks & frighteningly simple pro-
ced. Hefore casting any maho spell, the cultist must recite o
ritual praver that entreats the Omcle of Blood's blessing. This
praryer Is widely known among more experienced Rloodspeak:
ers, but rarely shared with new adherents until they have accu
mulated sulficient personal power to prove thelr devotion to the
cult. The recitation of this prayer requines one full round, and
aloanys requires the expendifune of 2 Vioid Poini. The nexd maho
ell the cultist casts i bicssed by the Oracke of Blood. and
receives a number of Free Raises equal o the cultist’s Insight
Rani

L=

IUCHIBAN'S CONTROL
There |5 a cost kor calling upon the First Sloodspeakzrs powes
Imvoking luchibans name in the name of greater potency is a
common practioe amoeng (he Bloodspezkers. bur what s hess
well known b that ».J-.'«m-* 0 dramatically increases the hold
luchiban has over his vassals. It is bedioved that the stirange In-
teraction of galfin magic and maho results in a permanent bond
belng lorped between any two souls that interact in this mannet
namely luchiban's and 1hose of his supplicanis.

NOLLIAOF aNOWYI(



PDIAMOND FDITION

The first tme a Bloodspeaker calls upon [uchiban'’s power
with the Blssing of Blood (see below), he must make 3 Raw
Willpower roll (T 135). 1 successiul, then there i no immediate
side effect o the cultikl’s request for power. Each subsequent
time the coltists calls on luchiban's power, the TN lor this Wil-
poweer roll increaces by 5. Any time this roll is fafled. the culii=
immediately boses al]l Void Points If the cultisl has no semain-
g Vold Pointe, hic Vioid Ring is permanenthy reduced by 1
These Vioid Poines ane restoned pormally throogh rest or medita-
mon. As 3 nesnll of thie iled roll, luchiban gains a mombes of
Free Raises equal so the cullist’s Vold Ring. These Free Ralses
may only be applied during the casting of the maho spell Grip
of luchiban (see below). Duc 10 his lenghy period of impwison-
ment, during which time his cultists were free to call upon his
[roiter ot will, Tuchilaan has (housands of Free Rakses stored 1o
use on castings of this spell whenever he desires

New Advantage:
Blessing of Blood [Giranted] (4 points)

You have leamed the provers necessary o entreat the Oracle
ol Blood. You can call upon 1ts blessings whenever you have
reed, although there is always a price for such power. You may
spend the full round before casting any maho spell prving lo
the Oracle. Inoreturmn, you recehve number of Free Raises equisil
1o your Insight Eank on the maho spell. This requires the expen-
diture of & Void Point. After using this ability, you must make a
Willpowser poll a< described in the paragraph above

New Spell:
____ The Girip of luchiban

MASTERY LEVEL=7

ELEMENT: Maho

DURATION: 1 howur

AREA OF EFFECT: 1 target Bloodspeaker
RarGE Unlimired

This ts perhaps the most poient maho spell in existence, and
can only be cast by a maho-tsukal who has undergone the gaijin

3

tiekhics bt et
- used frand the :

fivlthat frahsforai an ipdidual i e o he heastles s0F:

inexperienced. Successfully casting this spell allows T
to issue direct mental commands to his followes T%
mandds must be followed. and cannot be resisted. Onby
spcakers who have called upen luchiban' 1mAwr e
Oracle of Blood may be targeted with this spell (e
Special Raisess The Grip of Tuchiban m}’ﬂﬂl‘}r s
Free Ralses, not regular Easées. luchiban mary Apply
Ratse Lo increase the doration by | hostr orto incrcase
ber of tarpets by 10 per Raise

-
s

The Khadi

lughiban gained the power he commands nat menely
the use of mabic, but by combining the power of the Tl
fal|In sorcery. In the lards beyvand Rokugan, there exist
der of gorcerers known as the Khadl These fidndish wis
sinster magle to grant themselves immortality. Through
secret rleual, o khad cuts out his own heart and mige
serves It between two heartbeats. So long ns the hearts
preserved and intact, the khadi goins extraond|nany abils

IMMORTALITY AND REJUVENATION
A khadi ceases 1o ape so kong as his heart is preservect[EERS
ally within a locked Iron bax) A khadi also becomes exie
difficult 1o permanently injure, healing one die of Wos
round. even when reduced below the Dead level. Fo
disease afiect a khadi's body normally. but he meco
them at ten times the normal rate. Lost lmbs regen
night. A poison or disease that would normally be S
Induces o decp slecp in a khadi. Evena ichadl who B

to athes of otherwise completely dismembered will 8
repencrale, s0 long s his hean remalns intact.

MAGICAL POWER _
A khadi gains enhanced magical skills, no
knows galfin sorcery, maho, at elemer



H [:IDEN HEART
ety goul i locked safely within his heart. This has a
elfects. First, the khadi becomes increasingly amoral
is separated from his heart, gaining the effects
ssg Advantase as well as the Cruel and Insensi-
A oo, Additionally. the khadi becomes Immune
.ﬂm:l_ Amy masical anempis W control his ac-
¢ fafl. Fven mundsne atiempes to manipulate
o 'Ih: Hu..‘d require three additional Rakses. This im-
control extends aven o powernal influences such as
sdands Talnt. Thouph a khadi may accumulate larpe
Taint, he is immune fo Nigoku's control 20 long 4 his
& unialnied. I 2 khadi holds his own heart {or mone
minutes he loses this immuning until he distances
o gains possession of the khadi's heart gains ab-
kil contral of the khadl. The possessor 18 immedi-
are of the khadis location and can command the khadi
1 He 18 nol aware of the khadl's thoughts, nor can
he khadi from misinterpreting commans in an at-
[l them or harm the heart's possessor, The leaders
1% Int the Burning Sands typically keep the hearts of
es I retum for the power they offered, thus insur-
tjl' o their fallowers. Tuchiban entrusted his heart
s, ‘a minkon whom he had completely dominated
ﬁnﬂm:hm of magic and powerful charisma, and
€ had no fear of Sure using the heart against him.
; ﬂn alwrrvs follow his heart to its general location,
H.I.hlﬂm.ﬂqwﬂlhlﬁ_hl:mtﬂ search 1o ind s
jon. Il someone s picked up the khadis heat,
tdintely becomes aware of Its cxact locathon amd
iy -’ ﬂ'ltptui'n attempting 1o command him.
& heart bs destroped. the khadl immediatcly dics,
H'IICH posscss magic powerful enough 1o sustain
s dor a few minutes — usually Jong enough 1o
Ince pon their Killer Ana::trnﬂ} Tainted khadi
Romes Lost (and undead) if his heat Is destroyed.

ANSFER

1 Insipht Rank 5, a khadi ks no longer bound 10 2
‘A khadi may attempt to possess any living human-
within 307 by locking gazes with them. The target
,lln ‘oppesed Willpower roll or become possessed,
i former body Immedlately dies. The targers body
the khadl’s new host bady and the former oceupant's
dlately dies. The khadls physical Tralis temporar-
 those of the host body if they are greater than his
Body retalns any natural abllitles and ongolng
Lk, bur otherwise all its previous abilitles, includ-
dre lost and replaced with the khadl’s. There Is po
L of time that a khadi may remain ina host
Uﬂt‘lhﬁliﬁf Willpower roll Is successhul, the khadi
X h previous body “and the target is immune o this
SR minules. Orce a khadl possesses a body. the body
the khadi’s own and he cannot be removed by ex-
mitar methods. A khadi may choose 1o slowly alter
h‘ﬁh’ making & gracoally ¢come to resembile his

If a khadis body Is damaged beyond repalr, he can volun.
tarily choose 1o abandon the corpse and become a free-roaming
spirit. The khadl becomes invisible, intangible, and unable to
use amy magic other thian his Soul Transfer ability. There is no
Gmit to the amount of time that 3 khadi may remain a roaming
Spirit

KHADI IN ROKUGAN

In Rokasgan, the ritual used 1o create Bhadi s known only 10
three men — Daipotsu, Yajinden, and Sczanu, Of these three,
Yajinden is known 1o be 2 khadi himself, though the location of
his hean & unknown since luchiban’s death. Diigotsu had the
chance 1o become a khadi bt refused, mistrusting the effect the
ritual would have upon his soul. Daigotsu instead performed
the ritual on his traliorous servant Kateu, and now keeps Bt
su's heart cloge at hand at all fimes.

The Path of
Enlightenment

The smith who can craft o helmet strong emough o shaltler one
thowesond blades shall keep the Book of Eartly,

The schofar who can contain one thousand years of learming on
a singhe parchment shall keep the Book of Alr

The warrior who con defent o thowsand enemics in o single
stroke shall keep the Rook of Fire

The peneral who con lead his armive from one end of the Em-
pire to the other in @ single night shall keep the Book of Wiaker,

And the sape who con perform a kask greafer than these our
thimgs combined shall keop the Rook of the Void,

And 1o the soul who can masier all five of these, an.oven greaier
£t — a collection of these five scrolls supplemented by ancient
scrolls penned By the oripnal Shirset: the Book of Five Rings.

wWhen Rosoku issucd these challenges to the Emperor
seekers of enlightenment from across the Empire immediachy
struck out to find the Elemental Books: Some were diiven by
arropance, seeking to be the first to claim one of these sacred
volumes. Others exhibited scholarly curiosity, hoping to glean
Shinsel's hidden secrets, S1ll others did not embatk upon the
quests of thelr own accord, but were commanded to do so by
thelr lords. In the end, those who found the books were often
nat seeking them ot all.

As Rosoku apparently possesses no magle, none know pre-
cisely how his challenges function. How he knew precisely
when and where the Keepers would meet these challenges, and
haw he placed the books where they would then be discovered,
are mysteries even the Keepers cannot unravel. Most simply
anribute it 1o the riddbe that |s Shinsei

You mary wish to have the Elemental Keepers appear in your
gwn campaign. or perhaps have different hevoes assume thelr
mics (maybe even player charactzrs). The secret of Rosolu's
challenges. the power of the Elemental Books, and the abilitics
& the Keepers are described below.
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Pragon Is unprediciable, extremely subtle and
i e It moves cautiously, never revealing itsell except

Bt its goals. The Shadow Dragon possesses a curious
ke crecdit for its actions, though, and oceasionally ap-
ﬁnumcih}'ﬂam hawve progressed too far o be
Birhis s likely an attempe 1o maintain a sense of iden-
in unique and memorable so that it docs not be-

. | "f'm!d: af the Shadow Drapgon’s modus operandi
and fall of luchiban. Though the dragon did not plan
B escape, it quickhy adapted to the development and
ke advantape. It insinuaed fisell mie Tuchiban's
the Bloodspeaker that he was mespon-
3 Alkune secking out the Last Wish. confusing

Realm of Thwarted Desting began 1o form. the

pon was the first to detect s oxistence and true
I'the Realm continued to become a place o destimy
L potential thwaried, then it would come to embody

flal of all existence — and the rue Lying Darkness
It came to embady a realm of hope and po-
emiption, then the Darkness woulkd remain a pows.
ptten shred of its lormer seli. The dragon went aboun
he darkness in a unique manner — by subtly revealing
i Thwanied Destiny 1o Yojinden. As the Bloodspeak-
cormupl the new Realm, heroes Ineviiably moved 1o
& dragon presented itself o the heroes repentedly,
em thelr cause was hopeless, mocking thelr courapge,
_I_ﬁpl:r'l.'d thiem 1o valor and, in the end. the Realm of
Ei*' estlny Became Malgo no Musha — the Healm of

= force of cosmic destraction that the Lving

Al was seconding to the Shadow Dragon's plan.

At the same tme that It coordimated a secnet war against the
ying Darkness’ reincarnation, the Shadow Dmgon also used
the war between the Leglon of the Dead and the Legion of Blood
o mask other activities. It used the conflict to drnw the Lorcls
ol Death from thelr place in Meido, and dispaiched the soul of
Dofi Satsume to distract the mighty Emma-0. Sending the soul
of Daigotsu Hoturd Into the hean of the gray realm. it reclaimed
the lost half of Daigotsu’s soul. On behalf of its ally Yajinden.
the Shadow Dragon both restored the Dark Lond to power and
assured that the Swordsmith would survive [nchiban's defeat.

The dragon’s uldmate goals are impossible 1o guess, but a
few things sccm 0 remain oonsant. 1t s diven o accumulase
minkons, corrupting martals and infusing them with the poser
of Mothing a= the Lying Darkness onoe did. These minions sefier
to themsehees as the Goju. Uniil recently it was believed that
the Ninube, another lamily which onoe served the Lying Dark:
ness, remained free of the Shadow Drapon’s influence and wene
independently socking out thelr own objectives. This proved
10 be another ruse when the Ninube revealed that thelr alll-
ance with luchihan was solely for the purpose of allowing the
Dyapon to manipulate the Bloodspeaker. The fact that the Nin-
ube mundered Dalgotsu Hoberd, a man who even in death was
duped imo serving as the drapon’s ally, only demonstrales the
true depth al the dragon’s manipulation. Tt will use amfane of
anything for as long as s purposes require, then discard them
withiou hesitation,
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PLANS

The Shadow hegon’s fufure plans are unkmown. The cea
ture seems guite nterested in the continued sundval of several
prominent Shadowlands fgures, Including Daigotsu. Yajinden.,
and Kokufin. Thoush it does not opendy aid a2ny of them. it fre
quently prowides advice or offers minkons. While cach of these
powerful villains has accepted the Shadow Dragon’s help. none
ol them must the sange entity, and all suspect it of having some
ulterior motive Thelr elamty of viston and wumvll 0 ac
cept the Dragon’s fific blindly only gives the Shadow Dragon
greater respect for ench of them. These men are not pawns In
the game — they, like the dragon, are its players.

ALLIES

The Dragon's closest allles are the Goju and Ninube families.
Though the Ninube belleve that they have rebelled against its
cantral, the Bragon continues (o moniter them and can subtly
pulde their actions. Many of these Individuals were once ser-
vants of the Lying Darkness, men and women that the Darkness
allewed to retain o nome and some sense of identity so that they
could operate in Rokugan unnoticed. When Hitomi named the
Durkness, this sense of identity allowed the Goju and Ninube
to escape being transformed into mere motals agin {35 most of
the nameless minions of the Darkness became the new Akodo
family).

When the Shadow Dragon came Inie existence, it soupht
out these men and women and otfered them an allianee. They
world continue to serve a5 they had served the Lying Darimess,
but they would De ghven greater ITeddom and zense of identity
than before. Most of the Goju and Ninobe willingly agreed.
Those that did not quickty realized thetr emor when the dapon
used Its mactery of Nothing o bear them apart Irom the inside

The Shadow Drapon occashonally secks (o SOMUPE Soule
transiorm them ino new Goju or Ninube. It effons pre el
by small compared to Epoku’s continual thirst for moral ne
or even compeared o the Lyving Darkness” need i gpihja-ti
tals. The Shadow Dravmn = extremely selective shops o rie
cormupts. (fentimes it will not corrupt an individual
person  socks |\ o commuand the power of N =
then, it i just &= likely that the de
| destroy the mortal 1o stifie his 1
[ 1 than mwvite him into the Goju.
¢ The City of the Lost |5 a constant sreses
" new recruils. Through some 2 st
with the Dark Lord, the Shadow D
granted a number of new Lost
yean These men and women are alw
unteers. eaper o leam the secrets of
ing at the (oot of the drapons masier
Croju Shinga.

{FATE — EVET

guictly

ENEMIES
The Shadow Dragon's greatest enemy |5 then
Uiragon that flled the void left behind when the &
Alr Drogon was corrupted. Though some of the otherEl
tal Dragons have accepted the Shadow Dragon’s existel
necessary part of the cosmic balance, the Alr Drigond
The Alr Deagon will stop at nothing to see the Shadow
destroyed, and aids those who oppose the Goju and NI
Sadly, the Alr Dragon's unfocused rage has senved I
ow Drapon's cwn purposss more ofien than net. The Al
is so predictably vickent that all the Shadow Dragonps
is occastonally act openly, sending the Goju to 2id BSS
emics. Inevitably the servants of the Alr Dragon appeats
i those the Shadow Drapon wished o destroy I the ¥
and weakening themsehves in the process. The Shadow L S
might find the entire arranpement a bit pathetic If the ARESS
weTe nod 50 Irequently useiud

USING THE SHADOW DRAGON IN YOUR
CAMPAIGN

The Shadow Diragon is an extremely powerful eneim
fonethieless be introduced into any campalgn:
Crragon 18 cupning and patient, When It operates in
realm, it Invarlably does so through pawns — by €0
It Goju aned Winube minions or by nluenclng Ung
sl ke the player characters, The Shodow iﬁmﬂuﬁ
rarely make o personal appearance. 1 1t does so, It I8 €8
i an enemy Into action, to glaat befare a hﬂl:'leﬁ
botl (s o the coge of Tuchiban).

Il the Shadow Dragon’s plans begin 1o crumble, i
dppear to nectify the matter. Mot only are the Shadow
powers in the momal realm somewhat limited, but it
thent creature with many simultanecous plans. Il o pk
the Dragon simply cuts its losses. That being sald, ifa
heroes repeatedly proves 1o be a problem. the Shadow L
will cerrainly um its attention o them, wually 0 dt._
o assassins.

[



Dragon's Influence In the moral realm Is lmited.
gtrongest in the House of Goju within the City of the
the Drapon can mantfest physically and its power
¢ s amy elemental dragons (It would therefare be
face the Dragon there). The Shadow Dragon can
‘dreams, manifest visibly for brief periods, or move
== the land. It cannol enter sacred temples or other
g against the Shadowlands Taint, including the Im-
and most shugenta family homes. To monitor such
to affect the mortzl realm in a more direct manner,
human servants: the Goju and Minube.
milies™ consist of those who have willingly pledged
the Shadow Dragoen. The Goju are bushil and ninja,
inube are almost exclusheely shupenja. The Shadow
bes ot drow IS servants exclustvely from the samural
prrupts usefil peasants, ela, and samural alike.
he Lying Darkness once insinuaied the power of
» umwilling servants in much the same manner as
ds Taint. the Shadow Dragon desires only will-
at being said. it can go 10 great lengths to seduce
als. even defving them to madness. Once a Goju
surrendered himseli to Mothing, he belongs 1o
apon forevermore.
imube agents are immune o the Shadowlands
tiedd by the Shadow Dragon's power. Though the
e Tainted, it knows that [lgoku’s influence makes
much easter to detect. All Goju and Ninube gain
jes on all Stealth, Decelt, and Acting Skill Rolls.
e a shadowy dispulse at will. masking thelr volce
1o retemble amy human whom they have previ-
i and Ninube are extraordinarily swift — their
increased as if their Water Ring were 1 Ranks
&y can keap half the distance they can run in one
o Minube who comes into contact with crystal
e abilities untll contact ks broken. The touch of
by painful 1o them, and a wound from a cryszal
Ry causes them to oy out In paln. cven af a

- -
nja School
t% of the Goju school were oreated many centu-
have been passed down by the minions ol the
755, In modemn times, these techniques have been

etics, Hunting, Kenjutsu, Ninja Ranged Weap-
Stealth {Sneaking) 2.

Infi-t0, tanto, 6 shuriken ar tsubute. 3 ninja tonls
ol cholce; black gl, 50° rope and grapple, raveling

TECHNIQUES

RANK 1: THE ART OF DISTRACTION

A Goju ninja can summon a barely visible web of shadows
around his body, making himself extremely difficult to hit. At the
beginning of your action, you may use this Technique. Choose &
bonus ta your T o Be Hit: all of your TNs also Increase by the
same amount. The TN Increase can be any amount Wp o your
School Rank x 5. The TN increase [asis until the beginning of
your acthon on the next wm.

RAMK 2: MERCILESS BLADE

A Gofu knows how to take advantage of a weaker opponent.
Once per round, you may make an extra atiack against a blind
or unawsare enemy i vou declare the Full Attack action.

RANK 3 SHADOWS MELT

At this level of skill, 2 Goju can quickly vanish from sight even
when observed. I your Initiative s ot least 5 higher than your
opponent’s, you may make a Raw Agility Roll vs. a TN of his
Perception x 5. 1f this roll is sucoessful, you move up o your
Waater x 57 aweay, and seem 10 have disappeared. Enemies with
higher Perccption than the deceived opponent do not lose sight
of you when you use this Technique unless you make enough
Rakses on the Agility roll to also excoed thelr Perocption x 5. 1
you are in a darkened area, or have a nageteppo (smoke bomb)
in hand and drop it to cover your escape, you gain a -+ 10 1o your
Agilicy rodl when using this Technique. Use of this Technique
counts as your action for the round.

BANK 4 SWORD OF THE MOON

A Goju incorporsizs cruel subdety Into every adiion. You may
add your Stralth Sidll to all artade and damoage il totaks. You
mary add twice your Stealth Skill to vour damape roll totals
against biind or unaware opponenis.

BANEK 5: FINAL DARKNESS

Thuough mpid movement. 3 Goju master becomes a blur of mo-
tion, taking advantage of any failuse by an opponent. Amy time
an enemy attacks you and misses, you gain an immediate melee
arack against him. You may not use this Technique more Umes
cach round than your Agifity Trail. I vou use this Technigque
while on Full Delense, vour TS are increased by 15. You may
not move nor hide while using this Technigue, but mus! stand
in one place, spinning like 2 whirhwind.

‘NOLLIAT- GNOWYITd
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PIAMONDEDITION

The Shamcmyovds

Perhaps the most terrible artifacts in Rokugan's history ae the
Bloodswords, o quartet of insidiows Blades thavalllict those whao
wear them with the worst sins a samurai can commit; Ambi-
tton, Judgment, Passion, and Bevenge, Buln came (o all who
wiglded the blades, bringing death: destruction, and shame in
thelr wake, Many asplring maho-tsukal have struggled e rec-
reate the hormor of these blades ower the centuries, but none
hove succeeded. Mone have had Yajinden's terrdble combina-
tion of brilliance, madness, and evil that the arlisan evoked for
his master, Iuchiban.

Sndly; that is no longer true.

[rvthe past decade, a new set of cursed blades have come 10
haunt Relugan, appearing in the hands of horoes at the strang.
est tmes, always weeaking havoe, These blades, the Shames-
wards, are not as powerful as the Bloodswords, but neither anc
they as subtle. Yajindean is alleged 1 consider the Shameswards
crude, but even the great artisan himself cannot deny their cffee-
tiveness. To thase who know of the shameswords, Dowever, the
notlon that they are vulgar but effective comes as no surprise.
Thaey were, alter all, cneated by the taneoed madman Eakulin.

The Shameswords were created mear the end of the Four
Winds' conflice, when the exiled madman Kokujin sent a chal-
lenpe (o his former clan, baiting the Deagen to send seven war-
rors o stand agalinst him and recover Togashi's dalsho, The
Dragon Champion Togashi Satsu and his chosen companions
anawered Kokujin's challenge, and in the process they wits
nessed the Anal stages of the Shameswords' creation,

Kokujin's plan §s still poorly understood, even by those
Dragon who were there when the events unfolded. Somehow
Fokujin wsed the legendory Anvil of Despair to forge ten new
blades, each one crafted from the soul of a disgraced Dragon
here, Each blade contoined a curse distilled from the sins of
the doomed soul contained within it. Somehow, this act of cre-
ation dllowed Kokujin o make contact with the First Oni; the
nightmarish beast of lepend that is alleped to bear Fu Leng'’s mue
nime, A fraction of the beasts power wos awakened in the Tii-
light Mountalns that day, and Kokujin was somehow deluded
into believing that this would grant him apatheosis. Instead, the
ol was defeated and Kokulin fell inmo darkness, althouph the
madman would eventually return as he always did.

Regardless of Kokulins fate or plans, his Shameswords were
8 prucsome success. As with many such cursed artifocts, the
shameswords bear a malevolent will of thelr owm, They appear
te b able to move about under thelr own power, appearing n
the possesslon of those they have chosen to bear them {or per-
haps those that Kokujin has chasen; the truth 1s unelesr).

SHAMESWORD QUALITIES

All ldentified Shameswords have common qualities. Among
those that the Dragon Clan have positively identified are the
forllonwieg:

Damage: Shameswords are 4k3 katana, Amy P
at least 1 orank In Kenjuted rolls two additiona] I:!I.-I:i; [9F i1
ralls.

Lingering: A Shamesword remaing In the possessio
wielder untlit chooses to mave on. Evan if left behing o
crately discordied, the swoend returns to (s wielders
irva shart period of time,

Unbreakable: The Dragon Bave not yel Bpured oy :
destrona Shamesword: The blades do not appear ro syj
und tear. Even great pressure, heat, and magleal erergle
appear capable of destroying them: '

THE BLADE OF FURY
Forged with an unknown soul, the Blade of Fuiry Is ko o
maost stmlghtforwand and dangerous Shamesword yet ¢ e
tered. Shortly after the Dragon-Phoenix War l,mled_
appeared in the possession ol a Fhoenix scholar m_::p__ g
Tauruko, Tsuruko came e live among the Dramon a8 p
newlound peace between the two; although her mos
darker than any recopntzed, Tsuriko was o Bloodspieakes
The blade faseinated her, and she foun:d hersali under
ence almost mmediately, With its power and her magle;
filtrated Shiro Mirumote and murdered Mirumato Llsag
iy's elalnmea. Tmmediately afterwand, Tsuniko broke free
the blade’s influence and remained free for several
strugsled o understand s pewer. In tine I overcamea b
she claimed more innocent lives, Her yojimbo, a skilled DR
dueliss, discovered her érimes and confronted her Thi"
recognized o better host and selzed the warrior, who
able 1o reslst j e klled Tsuruko and fled nto the wils
Shortly therealter he was hunted and slain by Mirumala
anl the moenk Eaclumg, who were seeking thi secret behi
murders. The blade came inta Mirumoto Kenzos
anel he retalns I to this day. Kenzo believes thae the bi
taing the soul of his father, the disgraced general M
nostibe. Fle seeks o frea his Tather's soul.

The Blade of Fury allows its wielder to access the H
o Bushi School Technigues s if he possessed Rank 5,
Schaool, The wiclder can alse use amy Skill associated:
School at 43 Ranks, Eoch week the swaord remalng in
acter's possession, he must make 2 Raw Trait Willpewer
TN 25, [f he ils, the wielder [npses inle o murderous:
stalking and killing anwvone who has sliphted him.
this roll is failed, the TN permanently incréases by
hlade senses a superlor host, it immeediately withdraws
efits from (s current wiclder and attermpts 1o dtive it n
{wha must be within line of sight) into & frenzy 1 frer
new teerget fmenediately attempls wo kil the curment wael
12k2 the sword,

THE BLADE OF HUBRIS
Hulbyris 15 & helnous sin for o samural, placing his own
abave those of his lord, This blade is the east understes
identified Shameswords, and the Dragan are awiine qi
tence only because Hitomi Kabai vaguely realls “'lﬂ
creation, The Blade of Hulris has not appeared sines

apotheosis altempt failed, 5o gathedng more informatH
been Impassible. Some fear that this blade may g

soul of Agasha Tamorl; others insist that not even [{ul-:ﬂﬂ
have shackled so powerlul a splrll-



of Hubris grossly inflates the ¢go of any samul
jt. Like other Shameswords, It mimors In some ways
: ' of a Bloodsword, spexifically that of Ambition. Each
8 (he blade is carmicd, the wickler must make a SUCcesE-
Trai Awarencss moll a2 TN 20, The TN of this roll in
e 45 £ | wesk the blade i camicdl. Each lime he L2
aielder rolls one fower dic on all Soctal 5kl Rolls, as
Increasingly put off by the wickler's demeanot When
et ol dice bost oquais the wickders Awanencss, his hu
e &0 obncodows that he repularty insults others with-
et provoking ducls. Hoad jouds. of even wars
E BLADE OF THE MEEK
' most insidlious of Kokujin's cursed hlades, the Blade
&k was crafied with the soul of Tamoit Chigko, ane of
gt souls the Diagon have ever seen. Chleko pccom-
psh| Batsu on bis quest to end Kokujin's threat, only
on the Aovil of Despalr as the madiman tore her goul
I'-ll'r'ld'lh Bady. In this Instance, however, Kokulin made
L The enarmity af Chieko's sins wis i less tham he
el e her souls purtty could not be contalned within
fer artlfnet, A shade of her soul remalned, trapped In
realm by her lInk to thie biache. While Chieko's spirli
fully Interact with mortals, she appears to the Dragon on
o with advice and insights.
et of the Meek ks subtler than its companion blades.
[ Isunting its victims with vislons of their Eailunes,
Curses them with .:h-'-; thoughis of how they will kil
e, Whenover the wielder s faced with a decision,
S evokes. visions of the most spectacular disaster pos-
each cholce. Given a choice between attending a Crane
08 Valting the Imperizl Citv, for cxample. the wiclder might
{ % of a Lion attack on the Crane and another seties
Toshl Ranbo. Each time the wickder £ faced with
Bt decision. he must succoed at an Intelligence roll
1 '_'_.l make the decision. If he fails the roll. the wielder
3 with Indecision, incapable of making the choice
'.I'N'ul this roll Increases by 45 each week the blade

BLADE OF PENANCE
of Penance was ameng the first Shameswords to
£ Dragon Clan's attention. 11 was glven o Hiroma
¢ Hirumn family daimyo, by Kokujin, whe tald him fo
e Blade or leave 1oior the Moodspeakers. Lnwl]-
guch a weapon in the cult's handg, Toder took the
e fater aftempted o digcard and destray the blade, but
by foninidl it in his possesston desplte his best efforts.
i, Todarl petitioned Hida Kuon for ald, and Kuen
bled vassal to speak with Togashi Satsu, Dragon
plor. Satsu explained the blade's secrets, allowing
it aside his reservations and leave the blade once

ars have studied this blade extensively, greatly contribiuting to
thelr understanding of Shameswords, but have el o find a
means to destroy i@ without also destroying the soul within it
The Dragon befieve that the Blade of Penance contains the soul
of Hitomi Akuai
The Blade of Pemance haunts those who wield it with nigh

marish memories of thelr pas iaflures. These vislons come
whike the wiehler deeps. making it difficult 1o rest. Each week
that the sword i in the wiclder's posscssion, hic must make a
Raw Trah Stamina roll at TN 25. Each time he fails a roll. the
wickder rolls ane fewer die on all mental tasks. After the thind
failed roll. these penaltics bepin applving 1o physical actions
as well

THE BLADE OF SLAUGHTER
Il the Blade of Fury 1s the Insrument of a murderer, then the
Blade of Sloughter Is surely that of a madman. The Dragon [sg-
lieve that this blade was created when Eokujin sacrificed hils
vassal, Hitoml Bobal, on the Anvil af Despain Kobol llved o
violent [He, ane of a Bully and a butcher, and his lendencles
hecame even more primal when he was Talnted at ihe Battle of
Oblivien's Gate and bepon following Kokujin, Through the [n-
tervention of Lady Moon, however, Kobals sottl was not sealed
within the Blacke of Slaughter entirehy; only the part that had
become Talnted and cormupt. Kobai lives still, seeking nedemp-
tion among the Dagon and struggling with the bouts of mge
that overcome him when the Blade of Slaughter 8 used. None
among the Drgon know the blade’s location. but Kebal gains
a sense of s focation each time it & used. Eventually, he will
track it down, but the cost in Ihves before that happens will be

ETOITOUS.

The Blade of Shaughter is similar in &ome
respects 1o the Bloodeword Revengpe. The blade
causes its wiehder 1o percefve incult where there
is mone, tuming every encourder into a potential
bloadbath. Every time thai ammyone but a chose
frbend or immediale family member speaks to the
wiclder, the wiclder musst maks a Raw Tralt Per-
ception moll at TN 5 o avold percelving a
grave insult. The TN of this rall Increas-
es by +5 each day the Blade |s carried.
If e fails the rafl, the wielder becomes
apoplectic and -
tachks the person
e belleves hos
imsulted  him.
This roge does
et end untll the
Insulting  party 1S
dead, although the wiclkler may regain con-
trol ©f himsell by spending a number of Vold
Points equal to the pumber of days the blade has
been In his possession:
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THE FOUR WINDS SAGA _

LOTUS
EDITION

NOILIAT SNLIOT

1s Edition

af the Five Rings has always been greatly influenced
 and nowhere is that influence more evident than at
AL GenCon 2008, the ployers will determinie the juture
e. In the wake ol Rosoloss death, the Keepers muist
the future af an Emplre, At the time of this wrltlng,
lan at Genon 2005 has not et occumed, but @5 you
{16 alreacky 1 the Bocks, Thoush there ane mamy pos-
depending on who is named as the final Keeper, the
timportunt possibilitles are ns foliows:

Age of the Lotus
il louph Rosoku, the lost heir of Shinsel, is dead, the
| ;r Neepers didermine that hope s et entirely
L L~ lost. Shinser and his descemdanis - hove
s guides and guandians for mornal
s Bt i the end it was the actions of brave
R that won the day. The Keeper of ihe Five
geonciudes that Shinsel’s hests — those chal-
brought forth six men ond women o
Wietr ulitmate potentio! — are an cbvioes
St Shineels wizchom il guides i Empire.
ecpers promise that Shinsels wisdom wall
'-_H'_ ﬁh‘lrrmm The Ten Thowsand Tem-
S8 Toshi Ronbo cre rebult. prunder (s
Ve were oo
SRt the Empire may foce dgnczt tmes. th
8 endiure ax @ symbol of wisdo and hope. Ther
B 1 soevid the mrystenes of the noaw enlighierment.
e Eonration of semurad bogin b clock: the Sronge
S potentiol decp within themsaives.
o darker parts of the Empire @ mad prophet preaches that
S of Rokupon 15 nigh. Though seme lisien &o his words, be
MR s another modmor in s Empire Dt has soon maniy’
S o and go wiilhoce! mokice,




LOTUS EDITION

Age of the 'D'ﬂrk 1 otus

decad. The rift betworn Emperor ond Shopun

ook B

supporicrs bl one onolner for

ek ThE Way of the C

Empire fo ponder what this mipht moan o the fufure wiile theoye

wall for the final Kecper. the Kecper of Iy Fhve Rinps. lo rovoal
i,

Th ' ) i ﬁ.".“\u J‘-.[L']'h_" o

fs in Tishi Ranbo, On the CHI*I‘EH'I Siﬂhm
rocd I the Imperial Capital, he mects a strange monk and his fol : -l : 3
Thie Crab Clan's future 2 uncertain. Mone Hhan L".'frlhqr |-

tion thelr purpese. Far the first time in history the inhab
the Shadowlands have proven that they ane nat '.'.'Ilhm.!t
for without thelr ald Tuchiban would never have (allen 8
rumi Costle would lay in ruins: Many Crald have begurtad
then whether the Last ore an gxeepticn o thelr CrUsnde s
thie Shadowlancs and should recelve lenlency; or wheth
[% murely some nefirous plan by which Calpoisti e
the Crab's resolve,
Tl Hiema family secretly works with the Lost an oea
helping one another destroy dangerous onl and other
trolled beasts, The Hiruma find such alllances convenients
Clity of the Lost s immunz 10 a Crab assault, then winnd
s samural in destroving mutuaj theeais? 1F the result E
- AT Crab lives losz, then the Crab will be that much stronges
m;‘:}':c:-h dritin arsd the Koeper plan the doom of an Expire Dakgutsu Inevitably betravs them. For the Hinuma, who S
g : horrors of banke every day without the prolecien .,;-Iliﬂ

Wall, anv allv s welcome — oven a lomporary ones
ather Crab families the maner is mone :u—“'.\.lll:hl-n’#'

e b - .
remember the era of the Feur Winds recall vhvidly how

lowers. This monk lells the Koeper of Rosolu’s death, and paints o
ieak dmape of Rokupan’s fiture withow! the descendanis of Shinsel
i peeiiche thve pexd Doy of Thunder The Kecper @s sadidened by these
s, Biet then the monk offees a mew g,

U1 s sand tht Rokegan caniol sunte ifou! Shinsers geidarme,
Logtcalt, it then follows thol Rokegoe most mot senetve, For the
gocd o the mortal realn, the Enpee st be purged. The Doons
that Litkkw once foresawe — propheches that hover eternalte at the
culpe of aworeness, entities tial Bowve faken on thetr own sinister inlel-
et a8 they s [0 impese thermselves upon realine — stard  ready fo
bring obout this glovioes new age. With the help of the Keeper of the
Five Rings, these Dooms can bocome @ reality, and mone willl siond
apuibrest them

The Keeper aprees ko the mod prophet’s plons. and evers accepts his

¢ course, while each of these paths offers a vanety of s
bilithes, some constands remmain. The lobowing section detalls
the alliances and events that will define the Great Clans at the

¥ ned hils armies nearty condguered the RKaia Wall. They 5
beopinning of the Lotus are regardiess of whether enlichrenment 5‘1#\.!-
ceTUnRtion, and cannot

is renewed or cesses 10 extsl !I-.I-.l. Kuroda's defeat and ¢



et af the Forune of Persistence and former Clan
& Hida Kisado, has polarized the Crab. Kisada tumed
offer o resign a8 Champion in favor of the e
b, bt many Crub samural can conceive of no
than to follow the orders of the Forune of Persis-
sons and daueghiers of Fida, Kisada remains the
and thus his word ounweighs that of his grandson
e s still Champlon. The fact thar Kisada appears
e to pegotiate with the Lost thar his grandson only
the growing division in the Crab Clar-

iCrab are not defined solely by their war with the Shad-
B They book with growing concern upon the worsening
peen the Lion and Crane. [ the Lion should reignite
Hlood feud. the Crab would be henoer bound to de-
ane allics. The Univorn would, in tum, scize upon
mice with the Crab as an excuse o attack the Lion
The Crab harbor @ great deal of sespect for the Lion

pw thal cven thelr fommuidabls miliears might could

it the Crane, Crab, and Uricom combined.
are preparing 1o ofier aid o the Mantis, who have

ased supplics of jade frem the Tvory Kingdoms in
tis are true to thelr wond, then what they offer
2 Crab the strengh they need 1o crush the Wall of
destroy the City of the Lost ence and for all.

WON, CRAT CLAN CHAMPION

K Hida Bughl 5 ¢ Hida Avenger 3

STATUS: 8.1 (GLORY: 8.1

Flre: 4 Waten: 5 Woid: 4

Strength: 7

Esi Hishamons Blessing, Kharmic Tie: Kyofu (3
_I.III‘IEH‘ Meaauml, Larpe, Leadership, Strength of
palnts), Way of the Land (Crab Lands)
WEES: Drlven (o punish the Shadowlands), Nem-
il Bl

Mnlunchu Shards of Earth, Striking as Earth, Un-

Ilu. 6, Baithe (Specific Eremy: Shadowlands) 6,
3, Defense 6, Eliquette 3, Heavy Weapons (Dal
gl Tetsubo) 7. Hunting (Tracking. Wildemess Lore) 5.
5, Renjutsu 5. Kyujutso 5, Lore: Nerumi 5. Lore:

lands 5

0 I8 one of the most respected warriors in Rokugan.
hd:ubip the Crab reclaimed six falien towers of
il Under his command, the armics of the Crab Clan
hﬂnﬂd:ir.ﬂhur.hc Shadowiands Kuon has owom
B Clan wdll never compromise with dadkness again,
fever surrender o bow before the senvants of
EW Can compare o his prowess on the batlebeld: it s
S he I the very reflection of his lependary grandfather.
e hﬂ'ltlc#ﬂﬂ]‘us retorned, wha will become of

ida Kisada refurned. Kuon afiered o yvickd leadership
Kisada refused. mon seeking 10 usurp his grandson’s
BRWas pratclul at first, v wonders if the decision
oe any dilference. Many of his soldicrs revere Kisada
Ully 5, for he s a god — and look 10 obey his com-
Kuon's own.

And there s an even greater menace. Though Kuon confi-
dently laces Dialgotsu’s forces on the batilefield. the Dark Lord
has proven an insidious enemy. Many Crab remember how
Daigotsu’s troops alded them at the Hiruma castle or distracted
Iuchiban's forces while Matsu Actko and Sczam entered the
Iron Clxkel. With each day, Kuon hears more rumaors alsout
Crab samurai consorting with citirens of the Dark Lord's city,
¢ven allving with them 1o fight the more monsirous denfzens of
the Shadowlands. Many of those who have shown sympathics
for the Lost are the same who revere Kisada.

What will happen if Kisada decides w0 condone an alliance
with the Lost?

To Kuson, the answer B clear, bt not easy. There can be no
compromise with the Shadowkands. There can be no peace with
the servants of Fu Leng. the ones who siole his brother's soul.
They will know no other fate than absoline deamction beneath
the steel of Crab waniors. No man or beast in all the realms will
stand between Hida Koon and the Crab Clan's duty

Mot even the Greal Bear himseli.

The Kaiu Engineer School (Bushi)
Though many familics are renowned for their fine crafis, none
are quite so admired as the Kaiu family of the Crab. Masters
of armomsmithing, weaponsmithing, engineering, and siegecrall,
their talents are unparalleled in Rokugan. Their crafismanship
can be seen In the solidity of the Kaiu Wall, the beauty of the
Imperal Palace, and the gleaming edge of a Kaiu Blade.

Denefit: 41 Intellipence

Huonaor: 2.5

Skills: Battle, Craft: Armorsmithing, Craft: Weaponsmiithing,
Englineering (5l Kenjutsw, Lore: History, Traps

Ouithit: Kitam, wakizashi, heavy amen drwing paper and
pens, kimano and sandals, scroll case, surveying tools, travel-
ing paeks 3 koku

TECHNIQUES

The Kalu Engineering School does not teach & set progression
of Technlques ke most Rokugan) schools. Instead, the Kalu ol-
fer ot number of areas of study, each vital to the Crab's ongoing
strupeke ogainst the Shadowlands. Each time a Kalu Engineer
gains a new Insight Rank, he may choose one of the abilities
listed below. These abilltles are sequential: 2 Kalu Engineer with
the first kevel of the Path of the Anvil may choose 1o lgam the
second level of that path or the first Tevel of another path, bt
e mary not select the third level of the Path of the Anvil until he
kearms the second. Each of the following paths is baged on one
skill that the Enginecs gains as part of Fis school training.
THE PATH OF THE ANVIL (ARMORSMITH)
RANK 1

You can modify armaor 1o sull the neods of its wearer. This re-
quites one howr of work for light armos two hours lor beavy
ArmoL- 1.'!.11h a successiul Craft: Armorsmithing moll (TN 15 for
light armor, 25 for heavy armor). you may incease the armors
T to Be Hu hmml:!!.r 5. These adjustments arc temporary. The

armor must be adjiestced again aficr one week 1o retain the bo-
nus. A glven sull of armor may bear only one adjusiment from

- NOKIAT SN1IOT
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a Kalu armoeer at a time. When making any Cradt: Armorsmith-
ing check, you gain a Free Ralie or every ank you possess on
the Path of the Anvil. These Rafses must be dedicated fowand
improving the item’s quality.

RANK 2

You can now adjust srmoe (in the same manner 25 the Rank 1
Technigue: TN 25 for Hght armoe, 35 for heavy armor) so that
it confers one of the following benchits: + 1k o Inigkative; the
armot’s boous to TN to Be Hit bonus Increases by 10; onc Free

Ralse on Intimidation or Courtier rolls when wearing the armor;
of the TN penalty imposed by heavy ammor is reduced by 2

RANE 3

You can now adjust armor (in the same manner as the Rank 1
Technlque) 1o confer a Carapuce Ratling of 2. Addiicnally, you
can work on & single suit of armor for one week and make any of
the benedits offered by the Rank 1 or 2 Techniques a permanent
Jesiture of the armor (the armer miy bear only one such feature
i i e,

THE PATH OF WAR (BATTLE)

HAME 1

When coordinating men In battle, you know how best to dis-
tribute roops for maximum efficiency. Thoops king dinection
from vou in combat gain a bonus o their Inkkithve and Battle
ralls ecuial o triple your Rank in this Path. You mav confer this
bonus on a maximum number of troops equal o vour [nsight
Rank x 5. Add#ionally. you gain a free Emphasis for the Battle
Skill for each Rank you possess in this Path.

T

Tadtics come easily to the trained mind. You pain a +5 bonus on
all Tides of Banle nolls in mass combal.

RAKE 3

A true leader’s skill shows not In his own sccomplishments, but
thraugh the accomplishments of those who follow him. During
any combut, you gain a number of sdditional dice equal 1o your
Inglght Rank. These dice may be granted 10 any person under
your command, and may be used to roll an extra dle on any
SEMI roll, Mo individual may recelve more than one such dig
[rer rovngd,

THE PATH OF STEEL (WEAPONSMITH)

IANK 1

You can temporarily enhance a weapon, honing its edge to a
fine peint or adjusting its balance [or maximum [mpact. This
confers a number of Free Ralses equal o tripke your Bank in
thi= path. These Raises may be used at any lime when someone
ks with this weapon. one per attack roll, but once a given
Ralse is used its benefits are gone. [t neguiines bwenty minutes of
work and 2 Crait: Weaponsmith roll vi. TN 15 o grant this bo-
mus. A weapon may have no more than one bonus confierned by
this school ar a time. When making any Craft: Weaponsmithing
chedk, you gzin a Free Raise for every Rank you possess on the
Paih of Steel. These Ralkees must be dedicated toward improving
the ilcm’s quality,

RANEK 2

s e

You may instill additional rolled or kept dice into o' =

Damage Rating. It m.purﬁ- revenity minutes of work: ay o
Weaponsmith roll v TN 25 to grant this tumu,,]‘i‘
number of additiomsil rollad dice equals vour mn i
Twe rollad dice can Instead ..1I'Iirﬂ':-=hm¢ﬁﬂnq;
chosese which enhance=ent you instill when you o
The eliects of this enhancement tade afier one day,
RANE 3
You may now enhance a weapon (as in the Rank 1'%
o reduce any creaturc’s Camapace rating by 2 for
weapon &0 enhanced will ipnare Carapace 4 for 2 sl
its wielder expends 2 Vold Point. or will cut through
inches of glone or steed i s wiclder expends a Viak
ditlomally, you can work en a single weapon for on

make the benefit offercd by the Rank 2 Technigue
(the wenpon may have only one such beneln)

THE PATH OF STONE (ENGINEERING)
RANK 1 y

You are skilled at planning construction projects
bullchings, or oiher consmuctions you plan or ove
buihding time reduced by [0%. This I8 cumulat
engineers are coordinating on a project, with a [
30%: rechiction. You gain a Free Ralse on attack rolls
ating any shege weapon. When making any E 2
you gain a Free Rafse for every mnk you possess:
of Stone. These Ratses must be dedicated toward impeo
final construction’s quality. Additionally, you' gain SSe
phuzsds for the Enginesring Sl for each Rank you
this Path.
RANK 2

Fortifications vou constnect confer greal profed
defenders. Characters defending a fortihcation b
Engineer of Rank 2 or greaier in the Path of Sione

tional die on Defense Skill molis. Any siege wulpn'l
has 115 range increased by 25%. ;

RANK 3

Engineers who devote thelr tralning 1o architecture

of truly amazing accomplishments, You galn five
o all Englneering rolls. Any slege englng yaw oper
aelelitional dice for damage.

New Crab Kata
Hida’s Jade Fist

PREPARATION TinE: 30 minutes
DURATION: | 80 minumtes

The Crab know how to fight the creatures of the Shade

better than anvone clse. and nowhere s it mone €V
this deadly technique. Against 3 prepared Crab b
deadliesl onl cannot stand for lone.




E"' Fida RBushi 4 or Hiruma Scout 4

£ ]:,:L siustbe used with a magical, crystal, or jade weapon,

g If fighting 4 shadowlands creature with linvulnerabil-
#ile wielding a magical, crystal, or jade weapon that can

ite Invulmerabilivy, you galn a benus w each attack and
pall equal to the tarpet’s Shadowlands Taint Rank.

Nothing Can Save Vou

R PARATICN TIME: 10 minutes
DLEATION: 120 mintles

Craboften find themselves opposing enemies who call upon
matiral powers. By focusing on the innate purity of the ele-
85, a Crab warrior can resist hostile magic for a brief time.

Ji Any Crab School 2
510
CIAL Mone.
_.l.‘:r Any time you are targeted by a hostile spells the TN
hat spell is increaged by 10, If this penalty would couse the
3:"'-. 0 fall, you are unaffected by Ot though the spell other-
kes effect natmally, (For exomple, if the anea where you
mellng were enpulfed in magical flame. you would stand
hg the flames unharmed ) Additicnally, all magical effects
W dkeep one fewer die on damage olls against vou. This
!-1\515 eimulative with the Magie Resistance Advantage, but
BEnG armiul effect on (riendly magic.
‘lm You may spend a Veld Paint while preparing this kata
% ealise the first spell that falls 1o affect you to e canceled
: v, even It affects a larger area.

enil

The Way of the Crane

The Crane begin the Lotus Era in a position of strenpth. Their
alliance with the Llon Clan has served them well, allowing them
to focus their energies on motters other than border skirmishes
aml petty bickering over small parcels of land. The Crane have
reclaimed their rightful place as masters of the court, serving ns
the Emperor’s Lelt Hand, just as destiny intended.

The Crane embrace their allies and have Jittle use for ene-
mies, An enemy, In the mind of a Crane, Inefficiently consumes
resources and time that could be better spent pursuing the clan’s
muore pressing business. The Crane have therefore improved re-
Intions with as many clans as possible.

The Crane'’s strongest allles at present are the Crab. The twoe
clans have overcome centuries of distrust and hostility 1o bet-
ter the posidon of both. The two clans share resources, so the
Crane benefit economically while the Cral¥s defense against
the Shadawlands has been tremendoushy balstered. The Crane
hove a similar arrangement with their longtime allies the Phoe-
nix, represented by Dojl Akikos leadership of the Elemental
Council. The Crane’ alliance with the Lion 1s nowhere near as
streng as the ones with the Crab and Phoenix, bul it has held
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degpite diflerences that might once have led 1o open war The In the Imperial Court, few wicld more Influence than: B
: <= ¢ Linkcorn and Mants are purely oo Tanitsu, the Imperisl Advisor, ond Baki _".Iq_;.-:.:mﬂﬁ_l

s

e uriher strengthened the L RN s dominance of ot ol CX

wvho s rser fom relative .-l-:.:,mw.u
un’s principal advecates. Onoe SCrised ™

L —— - T i -
. Munemon and Tanitsu ame now' bitter o

P LS ¢ Oommon Erowund and § seem sULIACT Dy

1w mach '-""“hﬁﬂ-':' i
Bayusi Kaskatsy. Elscwhiere in the 3

mod eruntied into battle for decades, and & 5 Boely 1o remain theat

way. The Scorplon’s adliamce with the

t Crane perscralities include Dol S

i tor the Crane and the chief lizienn T

betwern Crane and Dy

e the C

dp the other Great Clans, the majority

] Champion and the Jade Champion have notk o
teularly oulspoken regamding the confllcs between the B
ming back w the Shopun's delfeat of Kakita Kaiten in-a duel and Shopun, consumed as they are with the execution

1 1o be a vehems

detraciorn of Kanexa, possibly sle

years aso. Kumohitos primary objectives as the Lotus Era opens dutles, but nelther has dene anvthing (o sugpest that thels
are (o maintain the Crane'’s dominance over the court and the known devation to Tams 111 has changed Inany way,
Emplre's econamy, and to support the Emperor in his conilicl
with the Shogun Do KUROHITO, CRANE CLAN CHAMI'TON

An unspoken abjective Belng avidly purged by e Do)l T T e -
family i to find a salutton o the hostilites bes SCHOOLA RanK: Kakita Bushi 5/ Dol Courtier 3 N
tween the Phoenix and Mantls, oth Crne PLON O 4.2 STATUS: 8.6 CiLORY: B
allies, Should the conilict continue, the Craneg 1
could very well find themselves [n o pasithon \

¥

Alr: 5 Earth: 4 Fire: 5 Walar: £

Stamina & .I"|§i ity &

the presence of Doji Akiko on the Elemen- ADVANTAGES: Balance, Benien's Blessing. Feaes

B

e Coumcil, i |5 Hheby thai the Crane would

whete they must choose sides. Regarcless of %
Larpe, Multiple Schoolks

N
!
their cholice, the Crane would lose. Ghen
E LSADVANTAGES: Contrary, Driven

I‘I-'l,k
wdls KATA: Kakita's First Stance ks
, 4 A Leg Stance. One Striles RS

Siriking as Fire i

suppar the Phoenix, putting them at odds

with the AL

i
deficaie C

rigars crane: ever in danger of Som-
ng apar. The Crane consider the alliance
tont to their continued prosperity, and
wish o maintain if o long 25 it does not resull
n their appearing weak belore the Lion
Mol even dipomacy 1S -

pomani  eno h 10 Cause

thie Crane 1D lose face ar to
segm subordinate 1o thelr
nelphbxars o e West

As might be expected of
n clan with political clou,
nogrenl pumber of Crang
hald  constderable  power
Both within the clan and
thraughout the Empine In
wieh roubled rmes, this
diversification of  power
could prove a stremgth OF
a weakness. Will Kurohio
il his lieutenants rallving
w his banner o present a
onL. or will the
g lure of power create
a rift among the <lan’s varous
power rokers? Only tme




letlcs 4, Absan: Orizamd 3, Battle 5, Callipraphy
6, Defense 4. Enquette 6, Games: Go 4, Heavy
e 1 Horsemanship 4. Hurting 3, lafjutsu 7, Inves-
'.| Kenjutsu (Katana) 6, Kyujutsu (Yumi) 5. Perior
S alusic 3, Spears (Yao) 4. Stonytelling: Poetry 2, Tea
ey 3, Theolopy (Shintac) 4

sl who serve the Crame Clan, particulary their Cham-
et alwnys been respeced. admived, and emvied. In
+only a few have been feared. Like his grandfather,
bl [ojl Satsume, and o a lesser extent hi father Dioji
i Dojl Kurohite has become o of the bows In addition
8 brilllam tactical mind and adep: diplomat. Kurohlo
i duclist and Is considered ore of the most dan.
gonal combatants in the Empire
3% birth swas marked with a palr of omens, one for-
d one ominous. Only moments after his biith, word
muother and her attendants that Kurohia's father,
s, el fallen In bartke ar Oblivion's Gate, Kutohlies
i devastated, and her health nmediogely sulfered,
il were g uiek o pete, nowever that on that same day
e witshedd ashone in the Doji prrowinees, engulling «
dy Dafl. When the sea receded, a brilliant sword,
il with & Cravne and of exquisine crafismanship, was
in the shrine. To the Asahina, the sign was obvious:
a8 meant for their Champion.
B only a short lime aftzr becoming Champion that Ku-
et T Allo. Akiko Fad retumned through Oblivion's
s 2 [ugithee rom the Sizel Chrysanthemum. Euno-

d her asylum and petitioned the Emperor for mercy
= --- med spirire who had mmzined loyal 1o the Empire.
b s to marry Akilee and pledee 1o join ber in death
Y. The Emperor was impressed, and Kurohio's inter-
med many returmed spiris.

e challenpe 10 Kanohito's keadership came in the
ﬂ'ﬂ:‘l the Crab and Crane strupgled over control of
mily and the ferilz kands they controlled. Kurchine
5 0 the batileficld and brutally cut down Hida O-
ved Crab Champion and hero af the Clan Wars.
lought along their southem border, Kurohino
of the Lion Clan's distraction and ardered the
armies o scize Toshl Ranbe. It wis at this cru-
.'m the Crancs military deplovment that Kurohito
:11::] h}r his cousin, Dafl Yasuyo, with dire news re-
the sword he carried, the blade that hod washed up on
his bieeh,
Wy Chukandomo, a legendary losl blade forged
between Lion and Crane. The blade had been lost
| before it could be used, amd kad Become cursed,
 Yasuyo hatched a daring plan whereln Kurchito
Toshi Ranbo to the Lion in order to draw out the
PR within Chukandome. The spirits came to clalm
BUS Spirie. but Yosuvo's blade Naishi allowed her 1o sum-
5 of many preat Crane heroes to battle them. A

s fought. and when i was done. Chukandoma
Sleansed of its curse. As 2 sign of respect and gratitede
NINE Assistance during the battle. Kurohito relinquished
i88 the city for one vear and cffered the blade to Matsu
B as it had besn intendad. Mimuzo accepted. forging
& between them.

A short time Later, following the destruction of Otosan Lichl,
Runohiito and Nimuro came (opether agam and secuned Toshi
Ranbo as the now Imperial City, protecied by both Lion and
Crane in an unrﬂ:..nkﬂn.‘l truce. With bis clan prospering as
pover befiore and with mo enemics to speak of. Kurchito has
withdawn to a quicter lie with his fanaly, remaining Larpely
apart from the Empire. During the Bloodspeaker conflict, he
was content to purge his owmn house rather than overexiend his
TESRUT S

Daidoji Vojimbo School (Bushi)
The first Daddojl, the former Doji Havalku, was honored by his
mather with the duty of protecting the bocy and spirlt of his
brothers, the Doji. Havalku first eamed this dury when he saved
the spielt of the Dafl family by retwming the blade of Dajl Kanl-
ghika, the Crane Thunder, o thelr mother, Lady Dajis grieving
was ended at lnst, and the Doldo]i family was bom.

The Dajdoli hold many sacred duties, but defending the Doji
I first amnong e, While o handiul protect thelr cousiing’ Bono
through perferming unsavory rasks as Harrlers, the majorty are
soldiers and yollmbe (bodypuards). While the Kakita and Dol
families follow many different paths, Including warrlors, arti-
sans, and courthers, the Daldojl are almost exclusively wartlors,
The builk of all Crane armies are Daldofi, as are the yojimbo who
protect the vast majority of lmpostant Crane personaiges.

Daidoji yojfimba are frained 1o serve equally well in Larpe
Eroups as hemvy indantry or individually 55 bodveands. The two
duties are not muhually exclusive, and a skilled soldier may be
called wpon to keave his miitary post and serve a3 a yojimbo for
an important courtier, just a8 a skilled yofimbo may be moved
o 2 military podt In oeder to take command of a unit withow
a leader

The Daidofi have wavered In thelr Jovaliv o the Dofl onlby
once in Rokugan's history, during the tumuluous period known
as the War againit the Darkness. The manipulations of the pel-
mordial entity called the Lyving Darkness resulied in pross mis
communications. between the Crane peneral Daldofl U and
Crane Champion Dojl Kuwanan, Chvil war erupted, a result of
Ujis misunderstanding of Kuwanans asions and intentions
and vice versa. [t wak nol until the Diarkness” threat was under
stood that the conflict was defused. Lji offered his seppuki 1o
Kuwanan. but the Champlon declined.

Benefit: + 1 Aglliey

Hanors: L5

Slkills: Battle (Sklnmish), Defense 2
jutsu; any one Skill

Outhit: Katana, wokizashi, varl, any two weapons, lght or
heavy armer, helm: kimono and sandals. steed, traveling pack;
10 kol

cladjutsu, Kerutsu, Ky
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TECHNIQUES

RANK 1I: THE FORCE OF HONDR

The honor of te Crane is a yofimbo’s only concemn, and the
strength of his honor keeps him Gghiting when others would have
fallen. You may add vour Honor Rank o the maximum number
of Wounds you may susiain af cach Wound [evel Additionally,
you may add your Air Ring to the total of all atack rolls.

RANK 2= WIELDING THE INNER FIRE

A vojimbo |5 trained to atseds a siuation and act without hesi-
tation. 1i you choose Full Delense as a combatl mancuver, you
add your Insight Rank x 5 to your Initlative score the following
round. Additionally, you may add your Fine Ring to your TN o
Bie HU at all times.

RANE 3: SHADOWED GUARDIAN

The protection of others Is a yolimba's sacred duty, At the begin-
Ing af i combar rownd, you muy seliect ape ally whao is within
your nermal movement range. That ally’s TN 1o Be Fit s in-
crensed to mateh yours for the remalnder of the round so long
a8 vau remain within your movement rnge. You must be an
aetive particlpant in the combat In order for this benefit to take
effect. Additionally, you mary add twice your Alr Ring to the total
ol all atack rolls, replacing ihe benehit from Rank 1.

RANK 4: STRIKE BEMEATH THE VEIL

A Daidoii strikes without question or doubt. You may make an
additional anack per pund. Additionally, you may add naice
your Fire Ring to vour TN o Be Hit at all times, replacing the
benefit from Ranic 7

RANK 5: TO TREAD ON THE SWORD

A Daidofi dies bejore allowing his change to come to harm. If an
opponent declares an attack on any of your allles (othar plaver
chamciers, Crane samurai, or other such individuals) within
your nommal movement range, you may spend a Void Point to
immediately attack thal opponent, This is considercd vour ac-
tan for the round. You roll a number of addibional dicz on this
attack equal fo vour Honor Rank: Additionally, vou may add
thiee Umes your Alr Ring o the total of all attack rolls, replacing
the benefit from Rank 3.

Doji Magistrate School (Bushi)

Much of Rokugan's sociely can be traeed back to the teachings
of Ly Dojl, Mother of Crares. Dojl way the most sophistl-
cated and social of the Kaml, and the customs she created for
her family’s court were quickly adopted n her brother Hantel's
court and the courts of other Kami. Just as the Emperor learned
from D, so too did the Crane lean from thelr Emperar, adope-
ing his laws and enforcing them with great zeal and vigor.

The Dol family's magistrates ane known throughout the Em-
pire for their skill at extracting information from even the most
reticent. Althoush they are not as skilled at discourse as their
family’s courtiers; they do train alongside the Doji courtiers jor at
beast a vear during their education, ensuring that the magistrales
represent thelr amilys intorests with honor and poise even as
they are enforcing the Emperot’s laws. They train alongside stu-
dents of the Kakdita Doeling Acadenty as well, ensuring that they

’ are equipped 1o deal with whatever locs they misst face.

The Doji Magistrate School and its network of
ly linked with the Emerald Champion and his m
Crane have radiionally held the position of
phon for centurics. and the clan's dojo and those af ¢
magistranes share studenic freel. The Dofl cogistrates e
frequently recruited 1o serve a3 Imperial maplcraes
other group. '

Benefit: 41 Peroeption

Honor: 25

Skills: Eriquette, lafutsu. Investigation (Intetmos it
jutsu, Kyujutsu, Lore: Heraldry, Lore: Law 1

Outhit: Kalana, walizashi. jitte, bow and 20 anes
typel, any one weapon, Bht armor; badge of u{ﬁm
sandals, stesd, traveling pack; 10 kol

TECHNIQUES

RAMK 1: ETERMNAL VIGILANGCE

The maglatrate’s first lesson 1s that one's eyes muist al
apen, ever prepared for an ambush, Your TN o He:
Inerensed by an amount equal to twice your Perceptl

RANK 2: THE EYES OF DOJI .

A magistrate is tmined to devote every aspest of his E
hiks art. Spending a Vold Point or making & Ralse

a ol using any of your non-Bugel School Skills ¢
the normal beneiit for you (Vokd Points confer 22
1k1, one successiul Raise counts as twa, #15.).

F.l!"-'lh 3 STRIKE OF THE JUsT
A maglsirale’s keen eye can defeat any hoe. Once per
you may make a Perception/Tnvestigation roll ag
ponent’s normal TN 0 Be Hit For every five poin
your rofl exoceds the cpponent’s TN, vou galn one B
any onc attack made against that opponent later
Free Raises gaincd from this Technigue are bost atl
rownd I not wused.

RANK 4: JUDGMENT 5 SWIFT BLADE

The Emperors Justice is dispensed swiftly by his
trates. You may make an additjonal atiack per rous

RAME 5: ETERNAL JUSTICE

The maglitrate s an instrument of the Emperors just
cannol be deterred from his duty. You may wll an
number of dice equal to your Honor Rank when
vour non-Bugel Schaol Skills. 1f you have estima
dence that confirms an opponent is gullty of breaking:
Emperor's laws, then you may roll the additional ¢
Bugel School Skills as well.

New Crane Kata
The Crane emphasize pesfection in art, and they &of
thal pursuits among the highest arts a samurai can CREUEE
kata are elaborate, gmmﬂmtﬂtmchmﬂlﬂﬂ .
b dise to thir exceptional bequty. Even the most jasees
wartior becomes an artict when preparing his lata.




Spivit of lron

10N TIME: 60 minutes
I0N: 30 minutes

iy of Crane kata emphasize precise attacks, praceful
and the speed of a samurai's strike, The Datdojl have

' '.hﬂ_llnsnea:i teaches a bushi (o steel himsell apainst an

Strkes in order to et close enouph ta finish his grisly

Particular kata teaches the samurai to turn his body

NE an enemy’s siike (o plonce away and leaving
for the Iron Crane's counterattack.

idoji Yojimbo

& Mt be used with light ar heawvy anmor

SWou must use the Standard Attack posiure W employ
1 You decrease your Initiative by 10 dudng any round
ks active. You gain a Carapace rating equal to your
Rank for the remainder of the toupd.

Wind in Darkened Skies

S —

FION TIME: 30 minuies
B 10 minutes

arkened Skies is based en an older Dajdofi Gghting
15 no longer practiced. The remnants of this esoteric
]'!I'lm'm enly to a handful of warrlors who practice |t to
IElr fpeed and potency with the blade. 1t teaches the
0 move with incredible speed, launching himsell into
S striking down his foes as he passes above them,
fting both their attack and thelr defense.

RIoji Harrier 3 or Kakita Bushi 2

APECIAL: Must have an Athletics SRl of 3 or higher, This kata
may not be prepared or used while wearing armor

EFFECT: You must take the Full Atack posture (o use this kata,
When using the kata, vou leap aver your enemics and strike
it them from above. You ignore your opponents’ armor when
determining their TN to Be Hit. Beeause of vour position, your
opponent gains only two Free Ralses o hit vou rather than the
usual three,

VO You may spend a Void Palnt when preparing this kata to
reduce your opponent’s TH to Be Hit by an additional 5.

The Fortress of Thunder

When Fu Leng assaulted the Celestial Heavens, it became ob-
vious 1o the divine powers that oversee Robkugan's cosmology
that the delicate balance that maintained the Celestial Order
wais [ sertous jeopardy, Toomaintain the balance, the Heavens
withdrew their influence from Mingen-do, bringing their moral
servants, the Oracles of Light, with them. Before the Oracles
departed, however, they attenpred to undo the damage wrought
by the forces of ligoku and thelr aliles. For the second fime (n
history the Oracles came together o crall nemuranai of pure
elemental power, tems of such polency thata sinple mortal soul
bearing one could turn the tide against the darkness. Ina move
that surprised even the Heavens, the Dark Oracle of the Yold
appeared ameng the Oracles and demanded the right to con-
tribute his blessing. As the former Oracle of Thunder, one who
had accepted the burden of darkness 10 spare further imbal-
ance, Tonbo Toryvu was granted this right. Thus was the Forfress
of Thunder created,

The Fortress of Thunder is an Intricate model of a Large for-
tress, It is small enough o be carrled by a lone samursi, but is
v heavy that the samural would be unable to carry anything
else. The model fortress is perfect in every regard and appears
10 be made of porcelain, But cannot be harmed by any means.

i
9
3
LA
gl
¥
<
Q
Z




= LOTUS EDITION —

T TR e

L e aFwl WY

e

When placed within an existing palace, castle, fortress, or other
larpe building. the Fortress <an be activated with 2 short prayer
to Osano-Wo, the Forune of Thunder. Onoe active, the Fortress
cannot be moved untll the prayer 15 repeated and Osano-Wo
withdrows his blessing So long as the Fortresss Blessing re-
mains active, the building in which it is place will never &ll. No
siepe can overcome it no ammy can Borm s wallks. The Crane
have not ver had o test the Fortresss power, and are hopeful
that & will not be necessary amy time in the near future.

The Fortzess of Thunder has a second ability, one that as yet
remains unknown lo any mortal. I placed in an open beld dur-
ing a thunderstonm, the Foriress can be acivaied by the same
prayer. Once activated. the Fortress will be struck by Tightning
and mansform into'a full-slzed forress identical 1o s smaller
version, This Forlress bears the same blessing n ¢ COf-
lerred on other strongholds by the smaller model,

Spirit Porials

Portals to the Sphelt Realms beyond the momal realm of Min-
geni=da are e Only o honcdful extst n the mortal realm ot
any one time, and most are In places of such seclusion and
matirl Beauty that no samuml ever lays eyes upon them, For
mwst of Rokugan's kistory, spirit portals have been poory un-
dersteod. Scholars did not properly comprehend thelr nature
until the enormiry of Oblivion's Gate brought it home. Now, the
discovery of a new ponal would strike fear In the hearts of those
who remember the War of Spirits. Such portals could herald
the return of another homor ke the Steed Chrysanthemum. of
oven (theovetically) the Chrrsanthemum himself. A second war
agpinst the ancestors could montally wound Rokusan.

Postals to the Spirit Realms are, by their very nature, extreme
by chaotic. Only some Realms can even be accessad through the
mortal realm, and fortunately most are relatively benin. Fipoku
and Tenpoku are far too distant 10 connet directly 1o Ningen-
do without the intcrvention of a divine entity, Likewise, ponals
30 Yoml and Toshiooku, the realms of Blessad Ancesiore and
Slaughter respectively. are exceptionally mare.

Spirkt porals are ypleally temparary, the result of a bizame
conflux of encrgies that briefly mingles the Realms™ spiriiual es-
sences. Most rarely Inst more than a few hours, orat longest a
matter of days. Permanent portals are possible, Tike the one at
Oblivion's Gate prior to that artlfact's destruction, bul are rare
bevand Imagining, with only one other such portal having been
diseovered in history. Partals (o the varfous Split Realms work
s follows,

CHIKUSHUDO

Portals 1o the Realm of Anlmals are not unknown, although
they exist In such ansas of deep wildemess that they are usually
only discoversd after they have already closed. Animal spirits
wander between the Realm of Anfmals and the momal wordd at
will when such portals open

GAKI-DO

The fealous, goedy spirits in the Realm of the Hungry Dead
long to enter Niogen-do and feast on the spirits of the living.
Although imdividual spints can oaoss with relathee ease, divea
portals betwern the two Realms 2me nof commasn.

JIGOKU
The only known poctal ta the Realm of Evil lies ar the |
the Festering it of Fu Leng. deep In the Shads 5

MEIDO :
The Realm of Wisking & mmxw-du_h.h
Death and his coboris, the Locds of Death (Shi-Tien Yen
pealously guard its bordsrs. Passapes between the %
but pot unheard of. Marry resticss spirits are those ot
retumed from Meido. -

SAKKAKU :
Portals to Sakkaku are relatively common, and usual
into existence by the cooperative effons of the trk
who call the Realm of Mischiel thelr home, These
cally remain open just long encugh to permii thels
Chvss,

TENGOKU :
Portals fo the Celestial Heavens do nol exlst, '111

exception ta this 15 athinning of tie split barrde
ated In the [mperal Throne Room of Otesan Ush
Lety clied. Even this weak spot requires S0 much
and traverse that mortal men cannot make the j

TOSHIGOKU
The only known portals to the Realm of Skiughte: :
Oblivions Gate, we= thase created within the :
ing the vears prior wo the Clan Wae [n theory, the
larpe. bloody batthe could become 2 portal o Tosh
fortunately that happens only rancy.

Yomi
Oblhdon’s Gatz & the onlv known portal to ever
Fealm of Blessed Ancestors o the mclt.llﬂﬂ
Yomi have completed thei destiny In the mostal

YUME-DO
The Realm of Dricams is distant from Ningen-<o, &
between the wa typically exist only in the minc
belngs as they sleep.

THE NEEDLE'S EYE i
The Needle's Eve is a stable, persistent splrit p
4 short distance from Kyuden Dojl. Only ah
aware of the portal's existence, anc [F 15 guamied
to ¢nsure that no cne who might abuse the porta i
learns of its exlstence. Even more unusual thae the
ity Is that it does not lead to any one fixed Realm. b
seems (o be connect to different Realms at differen
through this portal thar Daidoll Liji emened from.
the Readm of Dream. retumed to Rokugan from s
nightmanes unlike any Ningen-do has ever expe
The Needie's Eve s dormant much of the tis
awakens when the chactic enesgics of Lady ““
strongest. On the right of 2 full meon. the portal Ops
nects 10 a randomly sclecied Spint Realm, Any RE
reached save lor Tenpoku and fipoku, which are
the few hours the portl & oper on cach such
sible lor mortals to pass through to other Fﬁllﬂ’-
from those Realms to reach the monal word.




;-' ay of the Dragon

e the harsh triaks of Tuchikan's return. the Dragon Clan
e lercing an uncxpected perind of prosperity. Their loyal
7 the Emperor’s name. restoring onder in the wake of
8 ol Blood, has camed themagreat  deal of respect
MAllingeness to risk their own sol-
the sake of peace at
{ didd not cam them
fes thit they expected.
goeim 10 approve of the
% wellless actlons and
g, at least, remain
L The return of heroes
dead or lost [orever,

i Hitoml Kobal and
glung. has palva-
Pragon and united
thele common pursuit of wisdem
noe. Whatever dangers kv ahead., the
il face the future together.

ifis with the Mhoenix Clan have steadily improved
ibloody war of several years ago. This is due in ne
R B0 the Dagen's suppon of the Phoenix in their war

i Mantis. Thoush the Dragon suspect that the Mantis
manipulated into this war. much as the Dragon were
B3 has been quick 1o denounce the differences be-
8 conllict and his own dan's clash with the Phoenix
en the Diapon battled the Fhoenbx, they had no cholce
was (aced with stanvation and had no options bt
Riie Phoenix were, in tumn, deccived into belicving that
on'’s Invasion stemmed from dreams ol conquest. In
B, the Mantis scem to be attacking over nothing mone
0 pride and ancient feods. 1 Phoenlx accusations
santle uhed a Black Seroll to destroy one of those vil-
S thie Manils clalm, unirue, then would It not be logi-
1o withdraw from the conflict? Iy seeking o violen|
i thee Mantds Clan has, Inthe Diagan's estimatlon, only
the Phoenixt distrust,

ASHI SATSL, DRAGON CLAN CHAMPION

HOOL/ RANK: Three Orders Tattooed Man 5 /

mtof the Tao 3
L 4. 1 STATUS: 8.0 GLDRY: 6.9
Earthe 4 Firez 5 Water: 1 Void: 5
3 Pereption &

- ES: Ally: Tosashi Mitsu (44 points), Ambidextrous.

BCe. Fukumokujins Blessing. Greal Destiny, Hands of
SR, Inner Gl (Lesser Prophecy). jurofin’s Blessing, Lead-
. Sage, Wy of the Land (Dragon).

DISADVARTAGES! Ascelle, Dark Fate, Haunted — Toagashl (3
points), Nemesls (Roku|in). Soft-Hearted

TATTOOS: Arrewroal, Centipede, Cloud, Crow, Dragon, Ocean

EdHO: Ancesiral Guidanee, Channel the Fire Dimgon, Cleansing
Spirit, Death Touch, Falling Star Strike, Fire's Fleeting Speeid.
Grasp the Eanh Dragon, Kharmic Surike, Rest, My Brother,
Self, Mo Seli, Unbalance the Mind

SKILLS: Artisan: Tattoolng 4, Athletics (Climbing) 4. Calllgraphy
4, Courtier (Political Maneuvering) 4, Divination {Kawamn,
Omens) 6, Etiquctic [Sincerity) 4. Hand-to-Hand &, Hund-
ing 4. Instructhon (Three Orders Tattooed Man. Meditation,
Theology) 6. Investigation (Notice) 5, lujutsu 6, Renjutsu
{Eatana, Wakizrachi) 5, Lore: Myth and Legend 4. Lore: Shad-

owlands 4. Medicine 4. Meditarion (Fasting, Vold Recovery,

Zanji) 6. Spelicralt 5. Stealth 3. Thoeology (Shintao) 7
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Satsu’s Dragon Torm

Tust Hke his father and grandfithern, Satsu s oble o os-
sume the form of a mue dragon. A the moment, Satsi's
transformation abilities are [imited. He can only sssume
draagon form whenever the Dragon Clan is directly threat-
ened. As soon as the threat has been dealt with, he im-
mediately rerurms 1o human form. '

In drigon form; he retaing his Skills, Tattoos, Tech-
nigues, Kiho, and Advantages, but his Rings change as
follows and he gains the following abilities:

TOGASHI SATSU, DEAGON FORM

Al 3 Earth: § Fire: 5 Water: G Void: 7

Spacial Abilitios

Claws: [n dragon form, Satsu's claws inflict 8k3 Wounds {this
already ineludes his Strength}.

Fire Breath: Throe times per day Satsu can breathe fire, inflict-
ing Bké Wounds ina cone 100 . long and wide. Thoss within
the blast area can make a Reflexes roll vs. TN 20 to reduce the
dimage by half.

Flight: In dragan form, Satsu can fly st double his normal mun:
n}ng speed,

Scalest Satsu's dragon scales grant him a Carapace of 7.

Tograshi Satsu’s tme as Champion has been a strange journey.
His life today is completely different from his life ten years ago.
All that seems fo have remained the same is his name, His
maother and father are gone. departed on a mysterlous celestial
jaurney. The Dragon have survived a war with the Phoenix and
helped end another between the Unlcom and Lion. His grand-
father's swords have been recovered from the madman Kokujin.
His childhood hero, Togashi Mitsu, [s now his subject. He s a
husband, and as of recently, a lather, His grandfather's valce
whispers In his mind and with sach day that poes by he gaing 4
clearer vision of the fubure,

Satsu reallzes that he is becoming semething more than mor
tal, though scimething less than a ged, He has adapted 1 the
changes with his typical serenity and quiet humor At ties,
the predictiens his grandfater offers Blm are worrlsome. As hils
view of the future becomes clearer, it beging (o resemble a for
est path, Some parts are brightly [it, while athers are wreathed
in darkness. At a fork in the path ahend, Satsu sees a figure he
recognlzes, a man who will determing the course of the davs
ahead. The man's face is one Sarsu instantly recopnizes — the
madman, Kokujin. Though the vision 15 Bleak, Satsu does not
allow himself to become despondent, Me knews that the fin-
esl heroes In all of Rokugan stand ready o help him weather
whatever comes,

The death of Rosoku troubles Satsu greatly, but even this
does not dim Satsu's etarnal hope, Shinsels bloodline must en-
dure somewhere, somehow. The Dragon Champion will accept
ne other possibility, (or in the end there Is no purpase in losing
hope. Adter all, 1 there trubywill be no Shinsed at the next Day of
Thunder, then Rekugan will need all the kepe it can muster.
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Mirumoto Swordmaster School
(Bushi)

Though the Mirumoto style ssems simple enough on e
face, a great deal of variety in style ond technique EKiStﬂ,ﬂﬁ 1
those who wield the two swords, While some embrace the
versatile, sweeping styles of the Mirumoto Bushi Schook
pursue a more perscnal path. These warlors call themss
the Swordmasters, focusing purely on the defeat of 4.8

poweriul opponent where their brethiren engpe mtiple 08
at onze,

Benefit: +1 Agility
Homor: 3.0 !
Skills: Craft: Weaponsmith, Delemse, Liiutsd Kenjuist
tana), Kyujutsu, Meditation, any High or Bugel Skill ;
Starting Outfit: Katang, wakizashi, bew and 20 aras
typel, any | weapon, lipht armor: kimono and sandals, LS
packs 2 kaku



[ ECHNIQUES
MK 1: TWO HEAVENS

Fpaths are one " — Mirumaoto's Nifen

1y Ui your Kenjutsu Skill Tor all Taljussu rolis (this does
1t you ndditlonal Taijutsu Mastery Level abilliles). You
Ll yaur Flre Ring o yvour TN to Be Hik When an appo-
ehooses which statistic from among vour Agllity, Vold, and
VoL WLl Lige [ an dafjorsu duel, be muest Ingtead choose
WL, and vYou may use whichever you prefer

INK 2: LET Him GO By

BT he enesmy charpes with streneth and urgency. et him go
= Mbrumoto’s Nien
IR T oppunen per round, vou may spend 2 Viold Podnt
] PN Extra arLack apsinst an opponent who aftacks vou

B Ihe [nitial AwsasenessIaiiatsu Roll at the boginning of 3
BIR ey chovse not to lean anw information about your

el and Instcad gEin the abdline to foous two additkonal

B the du)

Bes. This action mory be perfarmed on Full Defense. It

EL-xr_-ch i: HALF BEAT STRIKE

=

“Viciory pas=es between the space of 2 heanoeal.” — Minumo
's Nien

When in a duel
Focus o reduce the maximum number of times vour Ol
may Focus by 1. Anvi

s wou may add your Fire Rine 1o all attack rolls apainst tha

you may spend a Vioid Point cach time you
ime an opponen sirikes at vou and miss

opmonend o the resd of he roumd

=
S
=i
-
T—
| = 9]
—
el
0
-
4

RAMEK 4: THE RIVER SWORD

“Shifke like the fovdng river. without beginning or end.” — Al
rumios Mo

You may make an extra attack each round. You may now add
twice vour Fire Ring 1o your TN (o Be Hit. replacing the benelit
{roam Rank 1.

RANK 5: TRUTH I8 IN THE KILLING

“The greatest example of 0 Swordmaster's skill is the final one”
— Mirumale's Nilen

You may spend a Vald Polnt at the beginning of a combat ronnd
af duel o foree all enemles within 20° o also gpend o Yold
Point. Enemies may choose nat o spend this Vold Palint, bul
those who do not cannat spend Vold Points or make Ralses o
any reason unthl thelr next action, Enemies withoul a Vold Ring
are unaffected. Addittonally. you roll and keep an extra die on
damage rolls against all targets with a lower 1ol amount of
Void Points than you (including hose with no Veld Ring)

New Dragon Kaia

Borrow the Next Breath

A simple but powerful technique. this kata allows a Dragon
1o periom an incredibly swill series of srikes, though Us use

leaves him momentarily open 1o anack.

Fasik: Mirumoto Bushl 2 or Minumato Swordmastier A
CO5ST:3

SPECIAL: Must be used with a katana or dalsho

EFFECT: You may apend a Vold Point to gain an additicnal al
tack agalnst an epponent you have already attacked this roundl,
In the round alter you e this effect, you cannat attack ot all
and vouare [orced Into the Full Attack fosture,

__Tapping the Void

PREPARATION | I18ME: 20 minues
DURATION: |80 minutes
This kata allows o Dragon to enter & decp meditation In which

all manner of ineredible feats become poszible

|}

RANE: Any Dragon School 5

5T 10

EFFECT: You gain an additional three Void Points, even [f this
would give you more Void Points then vour normal maximum

in the nommal mannez. Lndil

these Viold Points are spent, vou may pot doclane Kakses

. . .
sy m—




The Emperors Right Hond [aces an uncettaln futiire. Thet

Lians new 4 "'I""Ir'| | o L berml, 18 [T e
ok in m
el I T e s T lawn i
cxbed. Rumors circulate o _L.fl.....l.,,.,hlu.k..:_ :
i uth abou Ll § and ‘\-’-JE.I.'I
[ S

¥ atlempred
Way of the Lion L, s s s achery cxtends v J
Oremi’s Scorpion wifie. Some even say that Otem tﬁltdﬂt

enship of his dan unjestly, and th

I Mt Nimurp § is moy
g 1 onin. Memi does whiag e o
csc foolish numors, bus be i only one man. The It
i clan of warfion 1 he cannet change the [ag th_.uh.:_- .
2t That the Lion Clan uhi

Though ¢ hL War of the Rich Frop would have
much bleaker en ‘| without his |;.I.dr[‘|i.11JFl e b .+
that the ultimate responsibility for an army's s
of [aflure lies upon the general 3
S0 now Otemi faces a difficult declsion, His clam

hos suilered and needs ime to rebuild 118 Strengis
its spiit has been wounded. While peage ',
Baolster his clan’s phwvastenl might. morale wil
tinue to suffer. The Lioh nevd o vietone Yot whe
will Otemb find ere? The Lnleorn stand mn@'
battle, but he (s uistire thaat His clan 15 e (1
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ancient fewd with the Crane, but where will susied
vislon leave the Imperial City, jointly gusinded e
¢lans? Perhaps the answer lles (o the north, inthe
nix-Mants war. To attack the Phoenix would m
. bt po akd the Mantls o the's
they Rave weed 2 Black Sooll
wition in the cournt N

shoct e in comaand of his clan, O
at cnly one thing s certaln — he bs swifthy oo

T Ml Panilics

wrath of
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il ICUEIT

BNGs 1

IKOsMA OTESML LiON CLAN CHAMPION

SCHOOL BANK: Akodo Bushi 5/ Ikoma Tachician S

HOoMOR: 3.6 CTATLS: B3 GLORY:3S
Alr: 4 Earth: § Fir: 4 Water: § oidi 5
Reflexes 5 Perception & -5

ADVANTAGES: Death Trance, Greal Destiny, fdeal
Lanpunge: Mezumi, Leadership, Multiple Schoals:
AL

[MSADVANTAGES: Small, True Love [Matsiihes
Ji} !
FOATA: Fury without End, Gentle [Hlade of WinkEz
Striking a5 Fire, Striking a3 Water N
SKILLS: Animal Handling (Horses) Seist

cs 3, Battle (Mass Combat) 6, COUSES
Dhefense . End
I Jaijutsa 4. Tie
utsy (Katara) 6. Kyujuts
Herakdry 5. Lore: istory (LIGEES
&, Storvielling |L'~!.T|..‘S.'il‘ﬂj 1.8
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an & decade ago, Tkoma Otemi was a simple warden pa-
p edpes of the Tkoma provinees. His family was of rea-
us, due mosily to his uncle’s position as the lkoma
o, bt Oiemi had ne expectations of preatness. His
P wieh was o serve his uncle o the best of his abil-
o was the dury of amy samurai, after all. Fortunately for
U koma Sume had moch more grandicse plans. When he
d an officer’s position through his owr meres, his uncle
i and began to direct his career, beginning with a failed
hm:um Oremi a pesition as the Protector of Otosan
g ancient and nearly forgotien position similar in many
4 {80 that of Emerald Champion or Jade Champion. The
Halled, due 1o the Winds® ongoing conflict and the in-
i of a Pekkle no Oni, but the stage was st for Oteml's
Ancement.
the execution of his duties, Otemi and o fellow sol-
1% Prldde member named Matsu Kenfl, discovered
ent map in the possession of a bandit group. The map
o Indieate the location of a legendary hoard of stalen
infarmous Yasuki pirate. Otemb led an attempt ta
facing an undead orochi in the process, Onee the
red, Otemi found himsell the captaln of an ik
hip, slaffed by a Nezumi crew and atended by his
Kenjl. For months, Otemi patrolled the seas around
I the clty’s protector in duty i net in nome.
 newlound fame resuliad in an amanged mariage with
Yk .]lli Scorpion bride was the lavored student of
! . one of Sume’s contemporanes and among
=1 Icuunhe:}m Rokugan Oteml was determined
} hﬂ'lt pood of his cl=n. zlthough his hean belonpad 10
; II:I‘-'Hil'n.ll'.«.-l Io serve abaard his wership the Deathkess
b Uchi was destroved, when even his mighty vesse)
wﬂ'll entire Rn.lm.—.lm.ia et
i _ﬁ Imperial Ciry rebocatad o Toshi Ranbo, Otemis
Eame larpely obsolete. ard he was moved fo the city
H lkoma representative. His marmiage to Yasuko was
and though he &d not love ber, Otemil treated ber
et and devotion, eventually winnirg her heart despite
I motives on bekalf of Kaukatsu. After hoseilities with
Broke out at Kasru Toshi, Otem! became the tacti
the Lion representatives in Toshi Ranbo, interpret-
hattle reporls so that they could debate the Lnicorn in
tively.
bl wais recalled o Kyuden Thoma, near the (ront
Frepeated losses to the Unicom, Oleml was ondered
‘the Lion armies arourd the ciry and coordinate its de-
§ il the hiead of these armies that Oteml saw Matsu
o, Lion Champlon, fall in Battle 10 the Khan, Mot Cha-
tliving his demoralized troops, Oleml ordered a fighting
mwal. His cool head and 1actical prowess prevented the
Loy tetrliony desplte Nimuro's death, Imperial authority
; ghortly thereafier, encing the war with Kaeru Tashi
' o hands, although a small village near the border was
the Unicon,
BEOE death posed 2 dfculty 1o the Lion, His sons were
R0 age, he had no sunivieg siblings, and his mother
eI reficed to assume the Champlonship. The vard-
0 daimmye comeidered the matter, and Olemi was unani-

mously selecied 10 serve as Lion Champlon until such time as
Nimuro's eldest son was of age o zssume his binhright. The
announcement was 2 shock 1o Miemi, who had not even consid-
ered the possibility. He has accepied his duties as repent, how-
ever, and his well-known tactical abilities have only reinforced
the Lion Clan’s milkary might in the eves of mes clans.

Akodo War College (Bushi)

The Akodo War College L'I-ni.mred as a branch of the Akodo
Bushl School only a few generations aficr Akode One-Eve fell In
baitle with the Shadowlands. Up uniil that time. the Kami had
ked the Lioa amikes Into every major engagement. The few that
he had not attended for one reason or another had been the
responsibility of his hand-picked officers, men and women who
had learned wctics standing ai Akodo’s side in battle, With the
great general gone at last, the Lion needed to develop his teach-
ings more fully in order 1o cope with the Joss,

The War College bepan as a single dajo In Akodo family
lands, where the ll..-ll:|1||1||.:i of Akodo were interpreted as a map
for lange-scale conflict rather than teachings for the Individual
warhor. The vagsals of Tkoma were intepral o the dajo’s devel-
opment, as they were keen students of both history and tcties.
The Tkoma were more academic in their approach, while the
Akodo prefened a more direct, practical approach, As a result,
the endeavor eventually gave rise to not ane, but two unique
Schools: the Akodo War College and the Ikoma Tacticians, al-
thouph the latter school was not formally crganized uniil the
Akodo were dishanded centurics later

Students of the Akodo War College excel at leadership. They
inspire those under their command throogh both action and
example. These students often become officers even eardy in
their carcers, and work well with Akodo Bushi School students.
They do not place the same emphasis on academic endeavors
& their colleagues amony the Teoma Taciicians, but they pos-
5¢55 3 tremendous symengy with thar School as well. In manmy
ways, the Akodo War College & a bridge berween the Ikoma
Tacticians and the Akode Bushi School, applving the txcticlans’
lessons 1o the Akodos personal combat style and creating a su-
perior small-unit combat style that lends itself particulasly well
to the Lion milltary structuse.

Benefit: + | Refloxes

Honor: 3.5

Skills: Battle (Mass Combat] 2, Defense, Hujuts, Kenjutsu,
Ryuutsu, Lares History

Ouefit: Katana, waklzashi, bow and 20 amows (any ype),
any two weapons, light armor, helm: kimono and sandals, ray-
eling pack: 5 koku

TECHNIQUES

RANK 1: STRENGTH OF MY BROTHERS i e
A'War Collepe student knows that his brothers among the Lion
are bis srenpth and courage. Deponding upon them frecs a
SEmULATS enetgy Lo sirike at his enemics. You gain a boms to
your attack and damage rolls equal 1o the number of bushi fight-

Ing i woer unlt or group, up 1o 2 mandmom bons of fedce your
School Rank.
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RAMK 2: THE TIDE EBBS AND FLOWS

A battle moves like water. lowing and driliing scemingly at mn-
dom. The War College teaches that there are patiems. and a
wise student can move amonyg them. When rolling for the Thdes
of Bamlz, you mery add twice your Water Ring to the amount
you are addine or subtracting from [Inkiative scores. When skir-
mishing. you may always use the Thdes of Batthe, oven i you
suffcred Wounds during the provious roend. You may spend
a Viold Point to allow a skirmishing allv 1o roll jor the Tides of
Battle, even i he sufiered Wounds in the previous round.

RANK 3: A LION'S CLAWS

A true servant of Akodo hones his speed and precision to such
a degree that no enemy can stand agalnst him. You may make
an additonal attack per round.

RANEK 4: CLEAR MIND, FOCUSED WILL

The War College’s true strength s Inthe direction of skilled
Llon warrors. Each combat round, you gain a number of Free
Rulses equal to wour School Ronk, These Ralses may be used
By you o by any members of your unit or group within 107 per
Schaol Rank. These Ralses may only be used (o execute combat
maneéuvers, including Disarm, Felnt, Guard, Knockdown, etc,
Ralses not used by the end of the combat round are lost.

RANK 5: [N AKDDO'S NMAME

Akodo's Leadership teaches that all Akodo wariors are brothers.
By forsaking personal glory and guiding his brothers in combat,
a student of the War College can direct them toward the perfect
execution of their combat style. By sacrificing all your actions
for the round, you may conler a number of addiional anacks
pet round equal to your School Rank on other bushi in your
unit or group. Each soldier benefiting from this Technique must
be within 50°, and each may recehve only one additional attack
e round.

Ikoma Tactician School (Bushi)

The Ikoma family has always served as the Lion Clan's bands
and historians, kecpers of the clan’s memary. They have there-
fore accumulated an exhaustive lbrary, of Information on vie
tually every major battle ever fought In Rokugan, and even a
handful beyond her borders, The family's encyclopedic knowl-
edge [as made an lkomo acdvisor an Invaluable assel 1o a greal
many Akodo generals,

Aboul Aty yeors apo, the Scorplon Clan attempled v ovwr
throw the Emperor and seize contral of Otosan Lichi. The plan
iltimately failed, due [n part to the Seorplon Champlon®s fnllure
tw eliminate the threat posed by the Liin Champien, Akodo To-
turl, before the coup. The new Empenor was angry with what he
perceived as Tooun's failure 1o protect the capital and his imper-
tinence In pequesting an honorable burlal lor Bayushi Shoju. As
a result, the Akodo were disbanded, and Toturi was cast out as a
ronin. The Mat<u rejoiced at this opportunity, inesated as they
were by decades of rivalry with the Akoda. The loss was keenly
felt, however, as the Akodo had abways served as the clan’s gen-
erals. Many Tkoma. topether with sunviving Akodo who took the
lkoma mame. combined their teachings and stiedies 10 8 the
void. They formatly insugurased the [koma Tactician School un-
der the command of Tkoma Ujlaki

The lkoma Tacticians encountered many pry
from the moment of their inception. The Matsu |
headstrong with their sudden acquisition of powes,
o heed the [homa’s zensible tacrical advice. The
n#mmﬂﬁtdns.:nnmnﬂadrhmll?m ;
with dufering philosophics among the tactician dofo senas
further division within the Lion that mhuh “lan
owver the Bsue of whother the Lion served the B
Empire, exaceriated the problem.

In the Clan YWar's ziiermath the situation stabiliped
Tkoma served adequaicly as the clan’s tactical bran 3
until the Akodo were reinstated. Even afier Akodo Gin
farmied the Akodo War Callege, the koma Tuacticlsn
imporniant o all Lion military matters. It s rane for an
Matsu peneral not to have a command stafl with m
trained lacticians. 1

Benefit: +1 Perception

Honor: 2.5

Skills: Dantle (Battle Lore) 2, Defense, Kenjuisd,
Lura: History, War Fan

Outfit: Kitara, wakizashi, bow and 20 amows fi
wat fan, light armor, helm: small back banner, kimonag
dals, traveling pack; 5 koku '

TECHNIQUES
RANK 1: KNOWLEDGE LIES IN THE PAST

The Tkoma siudy the muﬂmﬂchnﬁm
mﬂ;ﬁhlslrrr‘smhﬁgtﬂmhmhﬂﬂt
commander Sun Tae, to gsin insights into the ebb 2
battle. You mary add twice vour Honos Rank fo you
rolls and all Badile rolls.

RANK 2 TRIUMPH BEFORE THE BATTLE
Learning from utscnrsmmrﬂﬂ#m :
battle is the hallmark of a bue tactician. Once per
Battle poll, you may spend a Vodd Palnt 1o
dice that 1ol less than your Battle Sidll Rank, This
jpens before the bonus from your Rank | Technigues

RAME 3: TO PREFARE FOR DEATH

A true tactician knows not ta let thought Interfere wit
of actlon, You moy make an additional anack per roungs

RAME 4 ON DEARLY GROLUND

A tactician leams Lo goad his oppanents into making
takes, When making an apposed Buttle roll durlng
bat, you may add vour Water Ring fo the result of
Additlonally, you add wice your Water Rlng 1o yotrans
Hit n oy skirmish.

RAMK 5: THE MASTER S TACTICS

When a lacticlan can po no further, he must
his challenges. You may spend a Void Point before
nent makes an attzck roll in order to make a P

roll agains: any attack. mcuding spells. 'I'hrl':ﬂ.
is compared o the opponent’s roll. If your roll &
ﬂlﬁﬁ.‘llﬂ‘fmﬂ'{m_klﬂhﬂﬂ“ it
are commanding troops In a battle, or a member of
mander’s senior command staff, vou nuji-pﬂ'ld 4



i grease or decrease the watal of your genecal’s Perception/Battle
Combar) moll by any amownt, in ncrements of 5, Up Lo a
Smimum of vour Insteght Rank « 5.

ew Lion Kata

I_.I'J"I'-'f pratential exception of thelr raditlonal opponents in
Crane, (ke Lion are perhaps the most rgidly taditional
would say Inflexible — swordsmen 0 the Empire. Thelr
“hiave been honed o perfection by centuries of practice,
£ amang the maost preclse of any bushi dojo. They lack
Fraceful exccution that hypifies Crane styles, but instead are
e direct and efficlent, with no wasted movements.

Hand of Akodo
'y EEARATION TIME: 30 minutes
SURATION: 120 minutes

the mighty Akodo, the Lion Clan's warrlors are trained (o
Weapons fo their fullest extent, A true servant of Akado
Fwithout & weapon, even if his steel is lost.

= Ay Lion Bushi School 2
3

APECIAL: Must be used with unarmed strikes.
EFEECT: You roll one additional die on damage rolls using un-
armed stelkes, Your Inltathve 15 Increased by 3 durlng any com-
bat round when you ave unamed, and your Wound penaltics
are reduced by your Inslght Kank. Your TH ta Be HiE 8 reduged
by 5.

WO D Mone,

Motso’s Method

PREFARATION TIME: 60 minutes
DURATION: B0 minutes

Blsu Matse was the gremest tactbclan anc warrlor ever barn 1o
the Bitsu amily, and numbers among the greatest penerals ever
e serve ns Llon Champlon. Fis abilive w assess his foes was
auch that he could instantly moedily his stance o defeat their
:il':."Jl_‘:i. Those who studyhis method galn a measure of his abill-
tles, vasthy Improving their defenses in baltle,

HarME: Akoda War College 3 or Tkoma Tactician 3
COsD: 4

SPECIAL: Mone.

EFFECT: You roll one fewer die on all anack and damage rolls.
Your [nitiative and T (o Be HiEare increased by 5,
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Voum: You may spend o Void Point and sacrifice another rolled
die from your attack and damage rolls o increase your Inltative
and T to Be Hit by an additional +5.

The Awvil of Earth
The parting gift to mortal men from the. Oracle of Earth ks very
likely the mosz poweriud of the new Elemental Memurmnal, but
also takes the heaviest loll upon those who use it. That such an
item passed 1o the Lion Clan, some believe, was a last messape
from the Oracles as they exited the mortal realnn: temper your
might with wisdom, lest it consume you

The Anvil of Earth was found by 2 Lion shu
genja named Kitsu Tomoe: Tomoe was once
Usagd Tomoe, the vounger sister of Hare Clan g
Champion Usagi Ozaki, and in her vouth fell -"g?l
victim to an claborate plot imvolving both the -‘v-. 1‘
Scorpion and the Kolat. During that time she ".h\ -
was held captive by |.'ILI|II|‘_IIL'I"= and s miuch of i J
power and s abuses In that short fime. Shortly aller
the Raln of Blood, Tomoe visited her Hare relatives,
wishing to ald her cousing in dealing with the Rain's
aftermath. While she was there, the Dloadspeakers
sent an ammy to destmoy Shire Usagl, intending o fi-
nally punish the Hase for their wle in Juchiban'’s long-ago
clefeat ot the Battle of Sleeping River

Durdng the heaviest fighting, Tomoe discovernsd the
Anvil of Earth within her ald chambers at Shino Llsagl.
She sensed preat power within the Anvll, and com-
muning with the kami within It revealed Its greal powertoh e r,
Tt knew that she could wse the Anvl to degtrey the Blol-
gpeaker army, but i she did, many would covet s power -
cerlalnly the Scorplon, pethaps even the Lion. To reveal the

Anvils power  would  souncd a death koell for the
Ilare. Instead, she used it enly  dparlngly W
engure that the Hare

would not e overrun,
resulting In a surprising
victory over the vastly
superion Bloodspeaker
force. When the battle was
copcluded, Tomoe refumed % fi
with the Anvil 1o the Kisu (RS
kinds, where it could be safe- \F
by stuadied '

The Anvil of Earth k& a mas- sive anvil adomed with
elaborate kanjl. The Anvil can be transported by cant to any
location and set up as I It were 2 normal anvil. When sprinkied
with canh, & becomes active. When the Amvil s active, amyone
may use it by locusing on any namral landmark within line of
shight — a plain, a mountain, 3 hill — and striking it. The Amvil
shapes the land acconding wm the user's will. Plains can be dev-
astated by eanthquakes, hills can be dattened. mountains <an
be crushed, eic. Major changes, such a5 Satiening 2 mountain,
may require kengthy use 1o accomphich. Amy land shaped by the
Armvil of Eamth becomes more jertile than it was before, although
the Amdl cannot change bamens to fammlands. I the Anvil &s
used on land currently occupled by Individuals or strudiures.
treat thal area as i it kad been the tampet of the Earthquake spell
as ¢ast by o Rank 8 shugenja with three Free Rakses

L\,

The Anvil extmcts o price. The first time it 18 used § -..4
activaned. the user must succeed at a Raw Harh Rol) ;
Each successive blow requires an additional Earth roll, iwith
TN Increasing by 5 cach time. Every Gilled roll temmoerh
dhuces the user’s Eanth by 1. If the user’s Earth
talls uncons<ious 2nd will oot zwaken until his Eanh g
restored. Earth mmks bost in this manner refum af ﬂ._.
ane per weck

Emma-O’s Amulet
This masterious amuksr. created by the Fortune of Destl
a checkered and dsestrows s .'.,Id'-\,q.rﬁ the Lion
aware of i3 on@Ens, § wak oeated by Emma0 mﬂ !
between thet Fortune and the soul of Hida Kuroda, the'ls
Crab Champion who === Zrover bound 10 the qﬂ K
the Ondsu of Feas By accepting the amualet, Ll.llr.!dl
serve Emma-0) in a stranpe amangement that sent @
+ the Realm of Walting where the Fortune held snatil
1h1-.' amangement had been made, Kuroda cag l]I
aside, and it was later discovered by the Lion
Akodo Tadencn. y
N Tadenod carbed the amulet unill the
— Blood, when be fell o comuption during
_"‘;\ img at the Cliv of the Rich Frog, The amub
IS Tadenori keep his mind intact for a
i'\\ o\, but nol even lis power could ¢
effects of [igoki's blessing, In ﬂ
Lion peneral lelt the amulet
hoping that someone el
[seriefit froms 10 10wy dise
by his former ally B
dlaru, who eventualiys

;| . A
&_M
I'i"“ﬁ

to It that it was retumed to the Lion despite his
givings. The amulet remains in Lon custody. althod
has yet deciphered exactly what it ks or what effects]
samurais mind.

Emma-0's amulet brings the sereniry and clarizy €
the living mind, protecring it from outskde ul'h.ncrn:'l.':l- o
who carries the amale: gairs + 10 to any roll made o TS
mind-alicring effects. This includes Hliki substances, SUES
ural abilitics, the manipulative effects of courier T,. .
spells, and any other similar abiliny. If the effect in €
ot ome that would nocmalle allow the weaner @ nﬂ“’
{such as mary spells), then the TN for that effect B8
by 10 instcad

“The Shakuhachi of Air
The Shakuhschi of Alr is a tanguil, serene P
might scem il placed in the hands of a Lion. ]I WSS
ered by an omoldsy named Thema Masole, 3 MSS

bard sent 1o chronicle the War of the Rich Frog.
dilkpent In his writings of battle after baitle, but




&

o with the homwors of war. Masote sought some
% ol casing the suffering e saw all around him, and while
ng at a shrine. he discovered a fute, lying as if discand-
St the entrance. Thinkirg o perhaps find some measune of
Aot foak up the instrument and carried i with him,
betne when he had the opporunity. The next time Masote
in a Lion encampment, be plaved the lute for the
OO

efiect was remxkable, casing the troubled minds
Lion sohdiers. The nest day dound the troops nested,
d prepared 1o face battie with 2 steady soul. Masole
psell in demand in Lion camps all across the battle-
d he spent the war’s remainder traveling from place 1w
ng the simple but powerful instrument. Il was not
played for a group immediately before they enlered
Magore realized the fute's drawback.

kuhachi af Alr [ncreases the Perlormance: Fluge Skill
whao plays it by 3 ranks. The would-be performer must
sl 1ok of Pecfomance: Flute In order (o benefit
lects, Those wha hear the Shakuhachl’s music have
e mentul effects immediately semoved. This Includes
1 ol gpells, polsons, diseases, and even Disadvantages,
the effects of Disadvantages retirm within a day. The
ellect of this music is so compleie that those affected
eult to rouse themselves for combat. Anyoene affected
mlsic has all attack rolls reduced by 3 dice for one full
l'ﬂrqu: the music.

afv of the Mantis

% .“. seem doomed 1o flowrish cnly in times of conilict.
g the perlods of peace since Yoritomo baldly elevated his
Great Clan stafus, the Mantis have struggled 10 main-
i idemtity and prosperity. The rule of Toturl 1 alicr the
s was such that many belleved the Maniis would
stolus as a Great Clan, The clvil war between Yorlio-
| Yoritomo Kumike brought sitaliiy 1o the elin once
i (hough it plied brotier apainst Brothern Kumika's
colnclded with the ascension of a pew Emperon and
ter of Storms anticipated the same toubles for her
IPIE. To prevent their loss of identity, she refurned the Mantis
helr orlging, patrolling the seas and preying on thase who
pay their price.
Antls are not popular as allies, as few find them truse-
ven under the best of cincumstances. Those who ally
Mantls do so with caution and no small amount of
In the event that the Yositomo betrsy them at an op-
e moment. The Mantls are, above all clse, opportunists.
tis are currenily allied =ith the Crane and Unicom
2 Busociation that esterds only bo economic matlas
tthice wealthies: clane, & berefits the ro 1o cooperate in
dmaﬂd.ﬂm 1o engas= that they retain their
d on mercantile interests all alomg the seacoast and
ﬂb: larpest mountain passes. This alllance has been
= s it by the MamiisPhoenix war, duc Langely 10

the close allkince between Crane and Phoenlx. Thus far, the
conflict has not affected thelr commerial alliance.

The relationship between Mantis and Scorpion i ll-defined
at the diremn of Lolus. The two have been the bitterest of encmics
since the Mantls ascended., due larpely to the acthons of Yorio-
mo Aramasy, Yoritomo's heir and the former Bayushi Aramasu,
widely regarded by the Scorpion as thelr clan’s greatest traltor.
When the Scorplon assassirated Aramasu shorily before the
death of Toturi 1, the two clans” mutual hatred was assured. It
was not until recontly, when the Scorpion voluntarily defivered
Aramasu’s assassin into the hands of Mantks peneral Yoritomao
Maizen. that the il feclings fimally began 1o ease. There i still
much bad blood between the two, but the first overunes 1owand
reconciliation have been made.

The most implacable focs the Manils curenily have arc ihe
Phoenix. The Rain of Rlaod is responsible for this conilict, ax car-
rupted Manths Labd waste (o the Clty of Remembriance (n Phoenlx
lands, Subsequent misunderstandings and personaliey conflicts
leed 1o Increasingly hostlle relations, and ultimately wwir

Bevand the Great Clans, the Mantiss greatest cnemy Is the
Dk Wave, i corrupied leet of fomer Mantis vessels led by Yo-
ritoma Kitao, wha was eormupted during the Raln of Blood, Kilao
and her fellowers played o significant role In fostedng the Maniis-
Phoenix war, and thiey continue o plague Mantis waters,

The primary Mantls objective during the early Lons Ent 1S to
tench the MPhoenix o lesson in humilite The Mhoenix have ac-
cused the hantis of tralficking In dark antifacts. namely a Black

“oroll, a claim that infuriates the Mantis. They meay ferry el
poods acmss the seas, but Black Scrolls have never been among

them. Fven though the Phocnix have prosented the Serall 1o
the Emperor’s brother [sawa Sezaru 2s proof of Mantis treach-
&y, the Emperor has not spoken out against the Yoritoma, but
neither has he censured the Phoenix hosilites against them.
Yoritomo Kumiko belicves that Naseru's silence is a sign that
he docs not belicve the Manitis responsible for this helnous act,
but neither will he condemn the Phoenix for their actions. I
the Mantis wizh to suppont the Shogun. even in part. then they
misl deal with their condlicts without Imperial intervention,

Bevond the Phoenlx war, the Mantis ane lampely concemed
with their expanglve tade interests, both legitimate and oth-
erwise. Thelr alllance with the Crane and Unicom has proved
profitable despite difficulties, and the Mantis wish 1o confinue
It as long as possible, The one true obstacle o Increasing thelr
dominance over the seas, ironically, lies with the Dack Whive,
Kumlko now Belleves that sparng Kitao was o mistoke, anil
geeks ta rectify her eror os quickly as possible, Her general
Malzen hunts the Dork Wave without rest all across the seas,
althouph thus far the Tainted ships have escaped his attempls
1o clestroy them,

Yoritomo Kumiko Is unquestionably the most Importan
Mantis In Rokugan, and is regarded by the other clans with a
mitune of disdain. amusement, and fear. Kumiko Is as char
Ematic as her father was, nearly as skilled in combat. but far
more unprediciable and prone to seemingly random declslons.
H Yoritomo was identifiod with the storm because of his ferocity,
his daughter is identified with the storm because of ber mercu-
rial mature.

Within the Yoritomo, the sensei Kaigen holds considerable
clout. He Is the master of Tempest Isiand, home of the Manliss
mes poweriul shogenfa. the men and women called the Storm
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Rlders. Kaigen's power Is feared and respected unhversally among
the Mantis, and even the Mashi recognize his power. Yorllomo
Maizen I respected only by the Yortomo, as his reputation as a
ruthless plate ensures he is despised by other clans. None can
doubt his brilliance with naval tactics, however. and even those
who call for his death ficar to face him on the open seas.

The Tsuruchi and Moshi have @ much lower profile than
their Yorltomo bords. Tsuruchi Nobumoto ks well reganded in the
courts he frequents, as be maint=ins what the other clans con-
sider an appropeiately respoctiul amitude. Nobumoto & a vocal
supporter of both the Emerald Champion and the Emperor de-
spile widespread Yortomo suppont for the Shogun, The Tsuru-
chi may anticipate trying imes.

The Moshi are perhaps bess involved with the Empire’s affairs
than any other Great Clan &amily in Rokogan. Moshi Amika is
known to be a devout priestess with curstanding command over
the clements, but she has done very Bitle to make her thoughts
Imovwn with regard o the conflic between Fmperor and Shopun

YORITOMO KUMIKD, DAUVGHTER OF STORMS

YCHOOL RANK: Yoritome Bushi 5/ Temple of Kalmetsu-uo 3
HONOR: 2.1 STATUS: B2 GLORY: 7.7

Air 4 Earth: £

‘Willpower 7

Fire: § Water: 5 Vaid: 4

Agility 6

ADVANTAGES: Allles {RBat Clan, 204 poinits), Eblsus H-Il.-:i:jInH.
Kharmic Tle (Yorftomea Kitao)

DISADYANTAGES! Brash, Meddler, Swarn Enemy (Yorliomo
Kltaa)

Rara: Boundless Fury, Howl of the Son of Stonms, Strlke of the
Clil'a Bdge, Striking aa Fire, Striking as Waler

SRILLS: Athleétles &, Battle 4, Courtler 2, Commerce 3, Cralls
Salling 6, Decell (Intimidation) 4, Defense 3, Etquette 3, -
Jutsi 4, Kenjutsu 3, Knlves 4. Lore: Shadvwlands 3, Medlia-
ton 5, Peasant Weapons (Kama, Sai, Tonfal 6, Performance:
Dance A, Stealth 5, Theolopy (Foriunes) 4, Underwarld 6

Historinns, stoarytellers, and playwrights alike have a great af-
finlty for Yoritomo, the Mantis Clan Champion whao led his
people to preatness during the Clan War He is widely reganded
as among the most ambitious men cver to walk the Empire, and
5 rememberned as a hero ather than a villain only because his
plans succeeded. Many believe he was among history's greal-
est wamiors, <itling his devastating cfiectivencss on the batile-
ficld. Only a gencration afier b death, Yoritomo has become
far moee than a memory. He k= 2 Jegend, and one that will be
remembered for all time.

It & 1o Yoriomoe Kumiko's creat regnet that she has no mem-
ory of her father. This man. this legend, that she longed 1o have
knowr, died a2 the Battle of Oblivion’s Gaze onlv a few months
before she was bom. Her mother, the foomer Aloshi Wakiza,
wits wounded at the same battle, and left her only daughter a
unique and enduring lkegacy: the Shadowlands Taint. Wakiza
died n childbirth. keavine voung Komike with no family, no
legacy, and a curse that would almost certainly lGll her. Linder
any other circumstances, she mizht well have been kilked as an
infant. Her life was spared only becaise Yoritomo Aramasu, her
father’s adopted son and hele could not bear to see thedr father's
bloodline ended.

Kumiko was raised in a monastery. hidden from llw; 1
her birth unknown to all save a small handiul of
sals. Her puardian was Yoritomo Komord, her fllhnﬂ R
advisor. Komorl allowed the Empire to belleve he by
and took up residence within the monastery, lea
to resist the Taint even before she could even speal g
was his constant supervision and tutciape that
rematin in conirol of herscli over the vears. With Yo ¥
and Aramasu unable to visi: withour risidng her exposine
mori became ke 2 iather 10 voung Kumiky, 3

Kumiko's cxilc ended only a few vears after her e
ku, when her brother Aramesy was assadssinated at K .
i Otosan Uchi. Munh‘un:,cxwm@m
peance. Against Komod's advice. she rallied the Yorkiosse
Guard, the faction loyal %o her. and moved against _.v:'
betrayer and successor, the pirate Yoritomo Kiao. The 8
between Kitao and Kumiko polarized the Mantis. The ¥
mo Elite Guard remained loval w0 Eumike, while M
Storm Legion pledged their loyalty fo Kitao, The bwo engy
a shadow wa, even i the chan's other familles s
thetir own intemal condicis: the Tsuruchi over p
the Moshi over pender.

Kumiko understood that s long as she bore the
wias a part of her clan that would never nccept her. To o
this, she formed an alliance with the outcnst Unieorm
Moto Chen and his half-Naga consort, Akasha. They |
the Linbroken, a group of ronin who used an anclent INags
tw combat the TalnL Adter being Inducted Into thelr ranks
taught their ways, Kumiko retamed to the Mantls,

The hnal battle with Fimo saw Bumiko victoous. M
that, she found herself fighting Sertozal, the Mantis NI
and glew the beast w expunge her Taint. Victodous, sh
her birthright as Mantis Champion and led the clan b
reots s the unguestioned masters of (he sea, ;

Recently, the Mantis were accused of trafficking In aho b
the hoenix. Already on poor lerms because of Kita :
after the Rain of Blood, the two clans have gane
miko will not wlerate accusations of blood magle, a
to teach the Phoenix a dire lesson In what happens
Mantis are crossed. No clan has ever trulv defeated
in hattle due 10 their powerful magic, but the Mantis haveg
that the Phoenix have not ver seen. Kumiko expects HEs
nod find it to their liking.

The Voritomo Shugenja School
Although the Yorilomo are not renowned for their affiall
the kami, there have been a handful of power{ul Yo ':
penia throughou history who have had unparallcled <o
over the seas. Among the most powerful was H‘H.‘El-_
the daughter of Mantis Clan jounder Kaimetsu-uo, WS |
every opporunity o study the kami. Kalmetsu-10 Cof
ke abilitics the mark of her grandiather, the great Hida
no-Wo. Fumiko had incredible command over the seaks
said to have areated and dissipated hunfcanes on @
had many children, and 2 few Mantls bloodiines carmy &
magical affinity to this day. o
The Yoritomo shugenje did not maintain an officialSs
until after the Battie at Oblivion's Gate, when the CeiS
Minor Clan was absorbed Into the Mantls Clan a3
family. With the Moshis expertise and nesources S8



Bakle. the Mantis Champion Yoriiomo Asamasu osdered his
ghugenja o formalize their aining. The simulianeous
stion of the Wasp Minor Clan as the Tsunschi family also
oo the manpowcr available (o the Yodtomo, affording
seenia school an expanded pool of potential sudents

e Yortomo Shugenfe School does not yet command re-
e being reparded 3% relathve newcomers with cnude power
e fincsse. MNone can dem their power over the waves,
. gr. and their abilitics amplify other dans” lear of the Man-
T_' p the open ocean. Fomunately for the other clams, Yormomo
ks arc relathvely mre, and the truly powerful among them,
Riders, are ranes =il

pehit: 41 Perception
r: 1.5
I8: Athletics [(Swimmingl. Callipraphy, Lore: Sailing.
It; Theology, any two Skills
it Waklzashi, tanto, any | weapon; shudy taveling
fothes and sandals; taveling packs 3 koku

finlty/Deficiency: Yoritomo shupen|n revere Sullenjpu and
et Fortianes of the sea, They have an Allinly for Witer spelis
Beficiency for Fire spells,
ke Chosen of Saitenge — The unbrldled soean's ury
eagh devosiation. and the Yoritomo shugenjn can ac-
sleeping fury. Yorltomo shugenja are considened to be
Elnsight Rank higher when casting Water spells while on the

open sea, an island, or the coastline. Even on the mainkind the
Yaoritomo retaln something of this affinity, and gain a Free Raise
an all Water spells

Spells: Sense, Commune, Summo:. plus 3 Water, 3 Alr

The Tsuruchi Magistrates (Bushi)

The Truruchi Eamily was created less than a century apo. Belore
they joined the Mantis, they were the Minor Clan known as the
Wasp. skilled archers and vassals of the romin Tsurachi. They
pained thelr Minor Clan status throwph a unbgue armangement
with the Emerald Champion. The Champion, a Crane with de-
cidedly anth-Scorpion leanbngs, happily advocated Tsuruchi's
case against the Scorpion armmy that was threatening to destroy
his home of Kyuden Ashinagabachi. He persuaded the Empero
to recopnize their status as o Minor Clan on the condition that
they would serve the Ememald Champlon.

The Wasp earned a reputation as peerless archers and ruth-
less bounty hunters, chinslng criminals and fuglilves across the
Empire. For the most part, ese bounty hunters relied anthelr
reputotion, archery skills, and experience with tracking, As tme
progressed, the Wasp began o develop more specthe means of
tracking thelr prey. often working alongside the Dajl and Klisukl
magistrates. Some wenl &0 far as to escheéw stidying the bow
o Instead [ocus on developing rellable, conslstent technigues
of detection that could better match those of their colleagues in
other clans.

NOLEICH] STeo
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since the Wasp were absorbed by the Manils, the Tsuruchi
family has devoted more resources 1o developing these abilll-
ties Into a formal School, complete with a new dojo construct-

ed alongside Kyuden Ashinagabachl. The Tsuruchi are now

the principal magistrates for the clan, and sl malntaln their
decades-old arrangement with the Emerald Champlion even
though the present Champlon, Yasuki Hachl, has made na re-
guests of the family w date.

Benefit: +1 Perception

Honor: 2.5

Shkills: Athletics, Defense, Huming. Investipation {Search),
Kenjutsu, Kyujulsu, any ane Skill

Oueht: Katana, wakizashi, bow and 20 amows {any 1ypel.
any | weapon; sturdy aveling clothes and sandals, trveling
pack; 3 kokua

TECHNIQUES

RANE 1: EYES OF THE WASP

A mapistrates keen ewe never falk to seck out his loes weak-
nesses, and the Tsuruchi are taught 1o use thelr keen senscs
o combant thelr joes wherever they appear. You may add your
Percepthon 1o the jotal of all vour aitack and damage rofls.

RamNKE 2 A HUNTER'S SENSES

When the Tswruchi are on the trall of their prey. nothing can
shatter their focus. You may spend a Void Point o gain a pum-
ber of additional rolled dice equal to your School Rank on any
Hunting or Investigation moll, The Vokd Point confers no other
benelits.

RANK 3: NO PREY ESCAPES y.s

Although they share the Yorloma's reputation for brusgueness,

the Tsuruchi can be cunning, and find pollte discussion an excel-

lent means of lushing out thelr prey, You may add vour Investl-
4 gratton Skl o the wotal of all your Courtlher and Etiquette olls.

RABME 4: TWIN STING STRIKE

The Wasp's sting is swift and merciless. You may make .|
ditional attack per round.

Rark 5 THE JUSTICE OF THE Wasr

A Tsuruchi magistmte does not accept failure, for 1t s
{ace of all values held dear by bath YWasp and Mantg. !
making a Hunting or Investigation roll. you muy i
dice to galn one Free Raise per sacrificed die. You
bencfil on ather School Skills as well, but doing soireg
expenditure of a Void Point.

Mantis Kata
The Cresting Wave

PREFARATION TIME: 60 minuics
DURATION: 120 mirtses
Not only the Hida and the Maisu are Seared for thelr mers
attacks, The Yortomo arc @ught o cxploit n'u.']r ichean
and in many cases their only advantzee is thelr o " £
ing style. The Cresting Wanve focuses a bushis i
all-or-nothing 2ssaukt, whereln he anacks and jollows the
with his body. crashing inio his opponent and drnding
the ground. .
RANK: Yoritomo Bushi 3 or Tsurnschi Archer 3
COosT: 2
SPECIAL: None.
EFFECT: Yourr Inifiarive is incoesced by +5 when this &
tive. I you make a Full Attack against an opponent
normal movement mree that is successhul and HIM
VORI opponent i n'l'm:ize*' knocied prone a4 if you he
cetafullv executed the Knockdown comdear n:mw_:
2 fewer damape dice for this attack, and your TN 1o
reduced by 5 (this & comulative =rith the mormial F
Consequencesl.
VOID: None.

Twin Manfis Sirike

PREPARATION TIME:-60 mininss
DURATION: 60 minutes

The Mantks leamn fo e wrhatver weapons ane m al :
defeat their enemizs. On a ship. these are often small 58
weapons such as the kama or onfa thar ane not e
the sail or mis. To compensate (O WEIDONS 0 00K
adequate when compared to the Kitana. Maniis bos
with incredible speed, bluming into an opponent B
attack.

FASNEK: Yoritomo Buski 2
COsT:-3

SPECIAL: Must be used with knives or peasant RS-
EFFECT: You gain wo Free Raises per round that may
used to attempt the Extra Attack mancuver Your [RIESEES
Increased by 5. and your damage |s decreased by LD
VOID: You may spend a Void Moint to gnin an additiar
Halse o be used toward the Extra Attack mancuver:
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New Kiho
B Alantis have never been regarded as a paniculaly relighous
B Their history of obsession with matesial wealth leaves most
a— with the impression that they care litile for relksion
- F;h;p-a a healthy reverence for Dailkoku. the Fomune of
Bl I truth, the Manti poyvete many Foctunes with a fereos
; would shame maEry monks and shugenia. In particular, the
ety hold Osano-YVeo,
Eagengu, and (=002
e earemety  high
: alihouph
e and fcm-
ples to manny otn-
g Foruncs arc
eeatiered  across o
clan's 1slands, ol
Outslde of the 1
panastic  onder
I senves  the
| ple of Kal-
HISL =10, the
e thal  live
gerve In the
ntls Islands
tend 1o be mili-
a0t Sonmte howve
Called them a g
e LER II‘H.H.II_*I‘ rarche .
0 their faces

Across the Orochi’s Back

ENT: Water
Imemal
HY: 4

K can channel his chi o Buoy his weigh: above the waves
g him to run acrass bodiss of waterwith ivcredible speed.
pending a Void Point and concentmting for one minute
Ay yun across the surface of any bady of water a1 dooble
fRmmal maximum movement mte. You mus! spend an ad-
il Vel Peim eviery second round In order to malniain this
: o Unce Yol reach land the effec: ehds, Your movement mate

lirns 1o narmel, ond vou become sluppelsh, subtracting 5 from
Initlative for s iy rounds as the effect lnsted

Seven Storms’ Fist

ELEMENT: Alr
WEPE: Martlal
SMASTERY: 5

BEEEils of alr exist surmound everyone, unnetiosd by most,

Posscssed ol incredible strencth: that a chosen few can draw
Epo A monk who draws this hidden strength in1o his <hi can
the encrpy th
B aitack By spending a Voil Point anc podus
Bl you may charge vour hands with the clemental lignt
Present in the air aroond you., Yoo nexd un e Atk

o Sy S
an additional 3k3 decrrical damage anome Youl DOTMS
e damuape

rocsch his hands in a dovastating Lm-

ng ot one

New Magic ltems

Kaimetsu-uo’s Blade

The biade carricd by the Mantis Clan’s founder was
forped specifically for him by Lion craftsmen, who

made the katana as a Gvor to his mother

-
Ak

A formeer Lion's Pride commandes
o i mcisu-uos maother would ol enler

zin the notion of her son bearing
a blade that was nol meant [or a
Marsu's hand. Aller the Mantis
toumder died. mone of his chil-
dren felt wonhy 10 take up
the hlade. They

[t in the first Temple of Kal-
metsu-ua, and it became the
clan's Qs Irue ancesiral
item, Durlng the  fumuls
tous Mantis ¢lvll  war,

e someone stole Ralmetiu-
ua’s Blade. Yorbomo Ku
miko has assigned an entire
battalion of Yorltomo and a
dozen Tsuruchi magistrates (o
firncd the blade, but this Lir they
are stymied. Linbeknownst o the

enrhrined

Maniks, the Hade wWas Liken Dy 3
Nerumi: it s in 2 Crocked Taill warren
Raimetsu-uo’s Bade B a 5k4 tans with a weightod chailn an
the end of its sava, o i can can be usad i the same manner as
= manrikicusar with DR 3k? Theee times per day, the wiekder of
Kamnctsu-uo's Blade may call upon the vor of Osano-WWo and
umdc=sh a blast of Bphining rom the blade, tanicting amthing
within linc of sight. The wickder makes a Raw Fire Rodl to hit the
tarpet apaing a TH of the tarpet’s Insight Rank x 5, infliciing 5E5
Wounds of electrical damage. Amyone who i nod a blood descen
dant of Kaimetsu-uo must first succeed a1 a Raw Eanth Koll (TN
251 or be unable to draw the blade from s sava: The MNexumi
who have the Blade have not attempied 1o draw i

IKKaimetfsu-uo’s Ono

Like his father Hida Osano-\Wo, Ealmetsu-uo camed and used
many weapons during his lifetime. but none eclipeed the blade

that his mother had plven him, His only other lavorie weapon
wiis the ax hls fifher gave him on the day of bis gempukky.
When Hida Osano-Wao died at the hands of an assassing kal-
metsu-uo pursuccd his murderer all the way w the Phoenix

lands. The [=awa refused to sumender the man, and Kaimesu-
u styuck the gates of thelr palace, calling out to his father lor

B a

aid. The gate was stmuck by lightning even as the axe struck It

and th
by the obwvious favor in which the Forunes held the Mantis

2 Mhocnix defenses were cast dowme. The Phoeni, comned

LurreneTed the suspedt.

Kaimetsu-wos Ono i§ a 665 weapon that cannaod be wiskoed
by any character with fswer than 3 ranks in Heavy Weapons.
die explods aliso produces a

clap of thunder that forces cveryone within 257 to make a2 Raw

Aoy sitike that has more than 1

1 SALO]
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Earth roll (TH 15) or be incapable of amy actions for one full
rolnd, When used agalnst wolts of any sort, damage dice on the
Omo explode on a9 or 100 Anyone whio is not a blood descen-
dant of Kalmetsu-uo must fivst succeed at a Raw Earth roll (T
20] or be unable to pick up the Ono,

The Black Lion’s Banney

The Mantis came to prominence during the Clan War, the same
war that established the Toturl Dypasey. While Yorlome and
his forces did not Aght alongside Toturi pror to the Day of Thun-
der, the Son ol Storms held the Black Lion in extemely high
repard, oven more seafter Totur elevated the Mantis to Great
Clan status. Durlng the War agalnst the Darkness, Yorltomo's
military campaign across the mainland included mamy magis-
trates and bounty huneers who scoured the countryside for any
sign of the missing Emperon, Moat returmed with no news. Some
did not return at all: They were assumed lost o enemles ar, as
information came to light. to the Darkness and its minions.

Recently, a Tsuruchi hunter attached to the Ninth Imperfal
Legion discavered a cave while pursuing bandits through the
ruins of Belden Pass, The hunter, Tsuruchl Masanosd, (eund [n
that cave an ancient skeleton clutching atattered scrap of cloth,
He reallzed at once what he had discoverad: the war banner
carried by Toturi when he was a ronin, painted for him by the
hero Otoma Yy, He dmmediately ook the cloth o his com-
mander Yoritoma Egumi, who in tum sent word o Yorlamo
Rumiko. Humlko sent her ally komoed, Bat Clan Champlion,
to present the Banner (o the Shogun as @ sl of her continued
suppoit. Kaneka accepted the banner and made Masanod his
personal standard bearer,

Although carelully cleaned and preserved, the Black Lion's
Baner Bears e tatters and stains of age. The Danner stll radi-
ates a palpable aura of resolve. Anyone within a number of feet
equal to 100 % the banner bearer's Insight Riank rolls additional
elice equal 1o twice their Honor when resisting a Fear effect. The
commander of an army bearing the Black Lion Banrner adds his
Insight Bank (o hls mass combar Ticdes of Battle moll.

Storm Bottles

The orpin af these sirnpe creatiens |5 unknown, But it s be-
lieved the Yoritomoe shugenfa developed them some centurics
a0 as A means of clesring the decks of enemy ships, These
smiall glass bottles appear ta be full of a slightly murky liquid
that might e sike or any number of other common beverages,
The bottles actually contain tempestucus kami of air and fire
that are capiured dutdng heavy storms, The latent powdr of
these kami is unleashed when the bottle breaks.

Acstorm battle may be thrown using Agtlioyathleties, with a
Tt hit the target of 5 + 1 per foot of distance thrown, (A
misged throw falls short by an approprinte amount, and may
deviate at the GM's discretion, A hadly missed throw — agsiin,
G disenetion — means the thrower hos dropped the bortle
where he's standing.) When the bottle breaks, it inflicts 3ka
Wistinds on everything within 107, If the bottles contents ane
drank for any reason, for example if put up to it by mischievous
Mantis satlors, the bottle inflicts 3oddamage o the imbiber.

Way of the Phoenix |

The traditionally pacifistic Phoenix find themsehes em :
In & bitter condlict for the second time b a decade, markinen
Latus Era as the mest hostile the Phoenlx have ﬂ;pu'm
centurles. The Fhoenl: s 2 fractured clan, one that has b
taste of power and now finds itself lacking, The Elemental
ters are sharply divided, with Doji AKiko leadership .;'ﬁgn
ing the widely respected Isaws Nakamuro, a strong prop
af closer tles with the Dragon. The family's bushi are |
divided. Most follow Clan Champion Shiba Mirabu
question, but a vocal minority awaits the return of Shibe Alk ]
and the Last Wish, believing that Atkune represents th
leadarship radition. The Asake continue as they ever have, |
the Agasha are biter over the wronghul execution of their
aus dalimye, Agashea Hamanar. 2t the hands of 15aiva
Inquisitors. i
Flrst among the Phoenin's enemies s the Mantis Clan.
conflict between the two clans Incorporates many fact
muEt pressing ol which are bad bloed and the machination
a praminent Plicenlx cell of Bloodspeakers. The Gozeku
from the war as well, for it 15 (ar 2asler 1o foment insu
during times of chaes than duting times of peace, Regard
the conflict’s arlging, (ke war between the Manils and Fhoenbe
his the patential {o be even bloodier than the one the
fought against the Dragon almost ten years ago. The Last WiS
fany nat prove a factor, and the Mants miy not pos
prounid forees of the Drapon, but the sheer lenaciey and see
hatred of the Yoritomea family may well spawn violence u
by the Phoenls since the Clan War, W
Relotlons between the Dragon and Fhoenix Temain
spite the yvears that have passed since the concluslon o

ties between them: The revelation that they were man
(o wir s dome Tilthe o oense the hand feelngs, The

of Afr, [sawa Makamuro, is a strong proponent of rE-furg[H
alllamece between the Empires tve oldest allles. His: dzl
laim that this is a shallow attempt e strengthen his perse
relithanship with Tamerd Shaitug,
The Phoenix's strongast allies are the Crane. This cenfl
old alliance hoas never been stronger. thanks in part o the
ence of Izawa’s daughter, Doji Akiko, on the I—![emenm{
cil of Masters, The Crane lent considerable ald 1o the P
during the difficult years following their war with the D2 'J
and the Phoenls retuened the lavor following the Rair of
which took a far greatzr ol on the Crane than the Phoenlts
The Pheenix are larpely ambivalent i thele dealings wit B8
other Grear Clans. There are some Rard feelings a3 4 restl
the falled alliance berween the Lion and Phoenix Wh]';h
apart after o wrathiul Shiba Aikune incinarated a C{IHIII'!FH
Liom seldivrs In Phoenly lands. Many sawa feel they
be held aceountable for the actions of a lone madman:
st things In a conslderably different ghi
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srpell and Alkune. The immanial pusmdian of his clan seems
wrent o remain unseen and let Misabi eam his own desting,
e ctrife Dotween the Shopun and Emperor has given Mi-
pausc. Althouph cverall Clan policy s usually dictated by
. fal Council. the fart thar many Shiba have sereed
ghin Kancia's armry Fas caused Mirabu to keep a dlose watch
_.‘: situathon. "-.I::ml:ulu:'.—*r:t Eancka, and spoken with him

Everal occxtions. Toa considerable extent, Kaneka reminds
g of Alkune — a pre=t man grappling with heavy respon-
_' es. Likewize, Mirabu fas come netervations about Nas-
ik the Emperor appears far too iovobved In hoanding personal
o Mirabu's tistes. However, Mimbu has held back from
inp any publlc displays of allestance thus Lir, s he feels
e will of the Council should guide the Phoenix.

-

sawa Tensai School (Shugenja)
urests near Kyuden Isawn stand four femples, each dedi-
d to o slngle element, These four temples are not lange, but
are among the most freasured and prestiglous of the Phoe-
lellinges: The lsawa Tensal, the most poweriul elemential
e In the Emplre. train in these temples, and thelr prow-
known ncress Rokugan.
shugen]a specialize In an clement, but (he Tensal have
understanding of their chosen element than any other
The gap between a Flre Tensal and a Fire shugenja of
21 clan Is comparable to that between a Fire shugenja and
8 of anether element
eTiE do nai choose 10 be Tensai: the capacity 1o become
Ter L much ke the capacity 1o become an Ishiken (Void
Emal, bs inborn. The masiers of each clemental tempic
m-ﬂmmmu and being sclecied 45 a
hﬁﬁp‘u’ prestige to the studenr’s family,
be Elemental Masters of the Phoenix are almost exclusively
B from the ranks of the Tensai, save for the Master of the
L s traditionally an Ishiken (a particulaly skilicd Void
el Although it is conceptually possible for an Ishiken
geess o comparable mastery of the Void as a Tensal, the
ol the Vold — encompassing both all and nothing simul-
usly — docs not lend jtself to the focused specialization
¢ Tensal school demands,
efit; «1 1o one Trait in the Ring of the Tensals chosen

i

nor: 1.5

Is: Culligraphy, Lore: History, Meditatlon, Shintue (The-
i Ten Ceremany, any twa High Sl

Outfie: Wikizushl, tanto; kimano and sandals, seroll satchel,
veling pack; 4 koku

A HHDLI’LIEm:} lsawa Tensal devole themselves 10 the
udy of a particular element. mastering it In all ts forms, bur
BEnes At the expense ol the peneral Bxpertlse Common Lo
Phoenix shugenja. Choose an Affinity of Alr, Earth, Fire,
ter You are autosutically Deficlent in the opposing ele-

are no Tensal of Vioid: athovush the lsewa Ishiken
gte in Void maypic, their maining and outlock: s different
B 1o be distint from the Tensal

TECHNIQUE: ELEMENTAL ATTUNEMENT

lsmwa Tensal are pecrless in their mastery of thelr chosen cle
monts. You count as having the Innae Ability Advantage lor
all spells in your chosen element. For any spell in your chosen
clement fbor which vou have purchased the Innate Ablliny Ad-
vandape, you recehve an additional Free Rake

Spells: Sense, Commune, Semmon, ples 4 spells of vour
chozen element and | each from the naw elements rom which
wou have no Alfinky or Deficiency.

Shiba Yojimbo School (Bushi)

More than any other family in the Empire, the Shiba feel per-
somally responsible for the safiety of individual members of their
Clan. Ever since Lord Shiba founded the family, |t has been de-
voted fo the protection of [sawa and his descendants. The Shiba
consider thelr founder's oath to Isawa o be one of the most
noble sacrifices In the history of the Emplre. and each one is
determined to uphabd his own end of this legacy.

The Shiba yajlmbe school teaches its students the akills 10
protect Individual people. Whereas ather yofimba schools con-
centrate on general defense and pratection, the Shila school
locuses heavily on equipping a single puard 10 protect a slgle
per=on (usually a shigenja) against heavy opparitlon. This re-
flects. the Shiba family's philesophy in filling Losd Shiba'% cath
— each Shiba yolimbo s typleatly charped with the protection
al a single person, and ks expected 1o die before allowing harm
1o come o his charpe

Bonefif: + 1 Stamina

Honor: 13

Skills: Delense, Kenjutsu, Meditation, Kyujutsu, Theology
(hantao), Lafjutsu, any one Baspel Skl

Outhit: Katana, wakirashi bow and 20 arows {any typel.
Bght or heavy ammor kimono and sandals. maveling pack
2 koku

TECHNIQUES

BANEK 1: A SINGLE LIFE

The Yolimibo ks prepared at any lime to sacrifice himself fur oth-
ers, You may make an apposed Agility/Defense roll against any
attack roll twrpeted within 10° In order te redivect thal aliack
to yoursell, You may da this to a number of attacks per nound
equal ta your Vold Ring Additonally, youmay acdd vour Honor
Rank foyour TH wa Be Hit

RANE 2 SHIELD OF HONOR

mm—rmaarer

The Yolmlx ks as one with the sacred duty. of the Shiba (wm-
iy, You need nol declare the initial mise to Guand an ally dur-
Ing combal. I you successfully Guard an ally, bolh yvou and he
share your TN 1o Be Hit. Once perround, if someone altemps
to attack your Guarded ally and fails, either by missing or hav-
ing the attack redirecied to-you via vour Rank | Technique, you
sain a fiee anock apainst the assailant. You may alio add your
Fire Ring to the tital of all attack and damage rolls.

BANK 3 MO [LLUSIONS

The Yojimbo reacts Instinctively wo the neads of those under his
care. By spending a Vikd Point and meditating for one Roku-
gani hour with an Individual, you place that person under your
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charge. Aflerward, vou always know the direction to that per-

son. This does not indicate distance, location, or even whether
the charge siill Bves. You may have only one “charge™ 2t a time.
Additionally, you may add twice your Honor Rank ro vour TN
to Be Hir, repiacing the Rank 1 bonts. 3

RANEK 4 SWORD OF THE PHOENIX

The Yojimbe understands the interplay betoscen offense and de-
ferie. You gain an extra attack each round. You may now add
double your Fire Ring to the total of your anack and damage
tolls, replacing the bones galned at fank 2.

RANK 5: PURITY OF FIRE

The Yojimba's spirit i like that of the I"hoenix — rising 1o face
even hopeless odds to protect his charge. Opponents may not
make Raiscs for extra damage agningt you or your charge (see
Rank 3) Il your charge 1s within 107 of you. Additionaliy, aswell
14 belng able 1o retaliate against attacks on a Guarded ally (see
Rank 2}, vou may also retallate against attacks almed at you.
Tou may make only one counterttack per fnlled attack, but you
My make b counterattacks per round Instead of one.

The Ovder of Chikai (New Path)

When the Empire was young. Shiba swore that he would pro-
pect Feawa's followers and descendants for all time, in exchanpe
for Isawa's assistance on the Doy of Thunder. Since thar day,
pencrations of Shiba samurai have been ralsed o honor that
path. The Order of Chikal represents the pinnacle of hundreds
of vears of dedication (o a single cause: to protedt those whao
inllowed Isawa.

The Oeder of Chikad s best known for a singulbar duey within
the Phoenbe the protoction of the Council of Five. Although the
Oyder & tiny — there ane mrely more than three dozen mem-
bers — this acred duty s not thelr only funciion. In addision
o forming the vojimbo for the Elemental Council, the Order of
Chikai also protects the daimyo of each of the Phoenix families,
as well as any visiting dignitarics whom the Phoenix wish (o
leomint.

Membership in the Order is rightly controlled. In addition 1o
thelr akills with the blade, prospective Chikal yojimbo must be
known for their reliability; so far a8 the Shila are concerned,
there Is no higher responsibility than the one the Order bears.
Stiudents are individually patred with masters for Instriction,
e the Opder s actively involved 0 selection mmd tralning of
bath students and sensel,

Competiton among the Shiba (or admlaslon nte the Order 15
every bit as fierce as it s among the [sawn (o become Elemen-
tal Masters. Even more so than other Shiba vojlmbo, members
of the Order of Chikal are fercely delermined to protect their
chamges, and this extends to thelr selection processes. The Order
considers the deaths of fourof the five Elemental Masters dur-
ing the Clan War o terrible failure, and ihey are determined o
prevent thelr charges from ever belng harmed again.

Technigue Rank: 6

Path of Entry: Shiba Bushi 5 or Shiba Yojimbo 5
Path of Egress: Enter the other school at Ranic [

TECHMIOQUE MONE SHALL PASS

Generations of Shiba have pefined ::gllnhlm I POGer
charges {rom hamm. At ihe beginning of overy round, be
tative Is determined. vou mury degisnate one persen
as your ward. So Jong 35 yeu are able 1 maneuver,
chaose to redirect any and all atacks almed at your
cluding hostile spclls) o vourse instead.

The Ovrder of the Bent Knee
(Advanced School)

For a Shiba yojimbo, few things are as iragic as outliving
charges. Being entrusted with the care of an Teswa ¢
a great honor, and those vojimbo who fail 1o protect
olten seppuku, However, some yojimbo choose not
denied the appartunity o atone, Life I difficult for them
are ollen bereft of purpose — few shugenin desle a
whi Is knowr to have falled.

One such yojimbo was Shiba Ralgen, He ﬁnlahu;lhl g
pualeieu slionly nfter the Clan War, and great things were
e of hlm. In recegnition of his great potential, he wis
a !]11.I;.1L'H||.I of stmilar abillty, one that the Thoenks hap
semeday take the manile of Elemental Master: [smagy

The Imperial Court had requested Osugls pres
then-capital ioan Uchi, ostensibly (o asslst them

standieg the New Tao. Rzipzn accompanled her to the
and vighnth stood puard while she spent long nigh
and saribing various erpretatons of [iS contents.
he saw ta it that nething theeatenad her. noe I:nruﬁ:ml
wiorkc.
When Emperor Toturi und:*munlu*helm i
executed Osug a5 2 Koat, Raigen was shocked. Althougls
had not been actrvely imvolved in her work, Raipen was ces
she had dore nething dishonotable; although he had
that she was madng =ultiple copies, he had assur
since she had lelt the criginal intact, this was rmr.lr
her wark. Toturs refusal m daborate was also ui
though the majoriny of the Court shunned him a8 I!q as:
ated with an executed woman, It was plainly obwvious thats
body knew what Toiurt meant by the term,
Ralgen became determined to discover the full ston
Dsugl's murder [as he saw 11; even though he falled 1o
life, e was gure he could clear her name. Over tne,
plled tegiimeny. and even some evidence, praving
wad ol erpnged inoany raitarous activiy, When 1L was
that the Lylng Darkness had fied to control the Emjplne th
thie Ermperon, Ralgen was sune thiit b wionld b vinds
resume his duby
Relgert wis devasinted fo discover that his :fhﬂ'l o
In waln, Although everyones agreed that the i-mpﬂul', B
uncler the Influence of the Darness. and was Aok oD :
the atrocities it forced bim o commit, the Kolat weTe s
Lady Shinjo had decried the group as treasonots. EVErt
who were sympathetic 10 Ralpen’s cause balioed at “'"«
contradicting both the Emperer and a Kami The full 58
out, but Raigen was <l unabie 1o wmlhm
Ristorars Lo recmImine e plight of o kone Phoonix 8



mpumlcul, Raldgen retirned 1o his duties smoeng the Phoe-
voluntesring 1o accompany shugenja on the most danger-
& missions under the most extreme conditions. He indeed
e acckaimed within the Shiba amily for great successes,
prowing himaedi in front of armews and spells, and Gphting doels
- behall of the shugenja he guarded. However in spile of his
et victoches, he ket the need to atone for his Gilure.

- Eventually, he was ,:-r'l-wni lemve by Shiba Tdkune, Cham-
o of the Phocnix, 1o found 4 new ‘-'.‘_"L'\.JI dedicatend pot 1o
j g the [srwa from personal n:rrn" bt from the sockal
wes of |1"¢. actions. There,

e he and o few disciples
ped on methods o protect the rempations of the lsawa, w
il wearys o pectect them from accusations of reason or
ho trse beveded by thelr podineal rivals. Thecughou
and his students kept one
heme B0 mind:
ke Shiba \
g he swone
0 lsrwa, v N
bo of the Phocnix “‘\'\
i be prepared 10 sac-
ice their own pride and ;
ble themeelves in order o
icst thelr charges
"n:dny the Brder of the Benl Knee
inot particulary prestigious, but I
iy respected withinithe Shiba familvs 8
18 are selecied on thile _wilillnun.:ﬂ.i 0 "_;_
ifice thelr own pride 10 honor the vath of the
s founder. They are tralned In stealih; in elis-
e, and In the nuaitces of politics, so that IHE?
atetively winrk to protect both the hodles apd
soatal fmaged of thelr wards, Graduates ol
Bent Knee dojo are not sples; they think
iemaeives as defonslve courtiers, lemeting
seandals, slanders, and mumors before
can affect thelr words,
: Work of the Order (5 genemally dis-
kili it graduates are the ones who
el the saclally fnept oF controversially
Ed members of the Clan. Sometimes
Onder finds that ope of its changss
B Imvolved In some distasieful or
Borable act. The Order 1akes 2 dim
pof this, as it interprets the cath of
b6 o be 1o the lincope of lsrwa rather than any one individ-
More than a few Isrea who would ctheraise have el
e 1o the family have bond themeedves repotted 1o thelr
griors by yolimbo of the Order procecting the Clan
Eabembers of the Onder are rarely thanked: their necd to puasd
Bprnia from both the rea of the worid and the shogenja’s own
combined with the iendency lor memibers 2o be neas-
d between shupenja on 2 repular hasis, malas friendships
1o form. Members have 1o find meanng within their work
BE. peeventing problems from ever lorming rather than protac-
Bthelr wards from the consequences. For the Onder of the Bemt
SRS, 3 prod dury s one where nothing signiScant happened.

Hequired Rings/Traits: Alr 4; E
ness 5

Hn.-qultnl Skills: Courtier 4, Ethquette 4, Investigation 5,
Deceit 4, Stealth 4, Delenge 6, Laijutsu 4, [ujutsu 4, any one
WCIIpROn sklll 5

Other: Only Shiba samurad from the Shiba Yojimbo or Bushi
Schools are allowed entry nto the: Oeder of the Bent Knee.

Earth «; Reflexdes 4, Aware

TECHNIQUES

RANK 1: ANTICIFATE THE STRIKE

Bent Knee yolimbo are attuned to the cbb and flow of polit
cal discourse, and are skilied 21 prodeciing the reputations of
themseives and their charpes. Ay fime you #e in a so
<lal shuation, and are trving to persuade someene 10
belhieve a 2t or poimt 1D protect the reputaton of
yoursell or vour charee, you may roll a number
ol extra dice oqual to your Rank in this School
This would inchade Counier Skill checks 1o
protect vour charge’s Glory or Status, Eri-
quette rolls 10 give a pood Impression. of
even Deceit rolls to cover up evidence o
wrongdolng.
RANK Z INTERCEPT THE STRIKE

sometimes a yojimbo needs o take an
active nale In the protection of his wands,
o prevent a critical moment from ever oc-
curming, When You are ]]L'r!-LI.i'IL!H'Ii: SLIT1E-
one to refrain from doing something. such
os declaring war Issulng a challenge, ofever
greating a scene in public, you may
keep an extra die. This |8
cumulative  with  the
Fank | Technbgque I you
are frying 10 persuade
people of lacts that will
prompt them nol 1o act
— such a8 convingng an
Imperial Magistrate  that
the yojimbo Is innocent of a crime. and
therefore docs not need (o be faken Inio custody,

RANK 1 PREVENT THE STRIKE
Az a Bent Knee yolimbo approaches mastery of the shools
teachings, he keams how 1o pressune opponents in a way that
hinders their ability 1o sirike back at the yofimbo or his change

While in combal and within melee range of one or mote op-
ponents, you have access 1o a “pooi™ of TN penaltics that you
can asshgn af will. This pool s equal to 3 x your Imtelligence,
and Is assipned jus belore Inktkmive 5 rolled for each round
The TN penalry affects all 1olfs the opponent makes until the
end of the round, and remains even E the opponemi maves out
of melee range dusing the round

For example. a Rank 3 Bent Knee yofimbo with an Intelli-
gence of 5 ks engaped in comba with three assassins. The yvofiem-
bo hat a total of + 15 TN that be can assign 1o any comtanation
of the theee. Knowing that one of them is Hkely 10 strike at the
shupenia he has beoen assigned (o protect, the voiimbo assigns
+@ TN from his poal 1o that assassin, and assigns +3 cach fo
the other wa

NOLEHEE SO
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Way of the Scorpion

shtbmately s
samurai still

1t the
o take. [&
suim his brother's
authorily, yet STV s move agalnst him.
Were Pancki ould kil the Shogun
els mpted L
I no such command, but b
ottirl Tsudao stay his hand, [t dau’s death (har
ght peace between Emperor and
Empire b move past the troubled tme of the Four Winds. 1f he
wene to kil the Shoguan, d that not invalidate her sucrifice?

Untilhe 18 called upon to resobve the matter, Panekl cag do noth-

Meanwhile the Scorplon Clan's alliances remain SITOnE. Thils
riul as ever, ang U'I"-JUg-h
it the I..Inimm
ver the Khiin
from the Crals have we
lish eaurtiors, but the SC0E
ek o |.'|'I.'I||l:i1ge- thie
he Scorplon Clan, he will be quick e remind them
helr attention should remain on the 'Wall and v y Tram
the courts.

BayusHl PANERL, DEFENDER OF THE EMPI RE,
N CHAMPION
Sl L T b o

vushi-Bushi 4 sure Shinobi 2/

TS

gauby, Heartiess, Hip rorect the Bmpi

at all costs), Lanpuages (Senpet), Quick, Percelved Hon
pointsh, ;
DISADVAR TG aast Lowe (Foturk Tsudao)

gl




1 5” LLS Alhletd |
al 3, Courther [Logs CMalitical Man
[ il

mimernce: Appriis.

[(Bureaus
tigation (Inter
Akodo Bushl o haool: |

hool: ¥ i Know the

fayushl Panck
he Empire, but been temp

+ mince he was named 8

S COIme BEmEr )

; repLitation sp | 5 path,
Panekl earns r 4 Spiriis.

:_:"I,".'hu.'n Shira Iuehi was ¢

“Panekl defeated the in

aul the evening b
% hersism stunch
ng Scorplon the rank

aned the split am
e ughi defended Pane
Ispuite personallie by awarcing tf

i 0 the [miperial Legions and the title “Defender of

& Emplre.” [z a flile that Panekl wears proudly iothls

Eruring the time of the Four Winds, Boy Paneki entered
ce of Totur Tsuda ammander of the Legions and
aneki’ !

e veneral, n £
el was a birilliant and charismatic le

future that I:
pun when she inevitably inherted il
felt emotions that he thought he |

allen dreamed o

When Paneki leamed of Touard Teuds
of the ' I "
into

walty tran:
thowt r oL
rhaps even in death, Tsudao continued 1o lead and
inspire.
For her sake, he will live on, and help create-an Empine she
would have wished o rule,
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Yogo Shugenja School
Few lamilics in Rokugan are a8 misunderstiood and despised as
the Yopo. Cursed since the day of thelr foundation, they banve
abwrys followed 2 Joncly and tormented path. The specter of
Yopo Junzo biterdy reminds the Yogo of past Qilures, yet they
strugple on despile the shame heaped upon their name They
are the undispuserd masters of warding magic. Their speils puarnd
the hidden sanctuaries of Bavushi's Labwyrinth and the paths of
Traltor's Grove. Those who would pry indo the secrets of the
Scorplon Clan risk disturbing the anclent protections placed by
the Yopo family

Bencfit: +1 Perception

Honor: 1.5

Skills: Calligraphy, Lore: History, Lare: Shadowlands, Medi-
tation, Spellerait {(Maho), Theology, any one High Skill

Outiie: Wakizashi, tanta; kimono and sandals, scroll satchel,
traveling pack; 5 koku

Affinity/Dreficiency: The Yapo focus upon their wards rather
Ui any partbeular element, Ag i resull, ey possess no Afnity
or Deficiency,
TECHM IGUE: YOGO'S LOVE
Yopo was doomed to destroy that which he loved, 5o he jocused
his love on his enemies. The darkest secret of the Yogo Js that
thelr wards daw upon the power of the curse that bums within
their bloodline, focusing the rage of one thousand vears of oc-
cursed splhiits against those who Intnude upon the protected
arca. The resulting effest i quite potent. Symbal of Air Symbeol
of Earth. Symbol of Fire, and Symbuol of Water all counr as Mas-
tery Level [ speils o a Yoo shupenja. A Yopo begins with amy
one of these spelis {in addition 10 his starting spelik), and may
only keam an additional one cach time he increases in Rank

Spells: Sense, Commune, Summon, Counterspell, Banish,
phas 1 spell of cach clement

New Scorpion Kata

Cyes of the Trickster

PREPARATION TIME: 10 minutes
[UPEATION: 150 minuics

It 14 salel that the Seorplon leamed (his kata from a mischlevous
kenku who was so impressed by a Rayushl bushi's poetry thal
b gave him this artiul stance. A Bayushl hulding this mindset |s
difficult to deceive, placing enemles who would seek o use the
Seorplon’s tricks against them at an extreme disadvantage.

HamE: Bayushi Bushi 2

COST: 2

SPECIAL: Must be used with a katana or naginata.

EFFECT: While thi= kata is active. so long as you hold your weap-
on, encmies must make an additional Raise on any arizmpes o
use i Disarm, Feint, or Knockdown antack aginst youw

~ Kachiko's Kiss

PREFARATION TISE: 20 minules
DURATION: 120 minuies

Named for the lmed Lady of Scompiens, this hsa.-nmgﬂ.f
feared of all Scorpion k=ta. A patient Scorplon who £
this stance inevitably explodes with a frrmnntpmﬂ
destroyving an overconficlert =neny y

RAMNEK: Bayushi Bushi 4
COST-7

EFFECT: When in the Full Defense Posture, you may
\Viold Point to “cap” m&dﬂnph.l:smanmﬁnﬂ
il againg you, whether or not the strilc s mm:nfut
result 1s reduced 1o 10. 1 suultiple dice explode on a =
moll, you may use this kata multiple fimes on that ruil.
as you have sulficlent Veld. If you cap an opponenl's exi
elie, you may direct a savage attack against that appunm]:
followling rownd: for every die you capped the round before
miy chooge arolled die on your awn attack or damage roll ¢
miedlately be consldered 2 10, The chosen die exploes nd:;n';”
You choose the die after wou mitke your roll,

While this kata is active, vou must Ralse onde o nl_
enemy wha dic not attack you within the last round.

~

Way of the Unico

MNever before in history have the Unicomn been as fes
they ane at the moment. and the Khan woukd have it no
way. The War of the Fich Frog endod less than a yeara
despite the Unicom's failure to recaptune Kaeru Toshi B
content with having scized a Lion villape and transic
into a major Unicom military outpost. No one fully oo
hends the depth and breadih of the Khan's ambition, b
and his recent alliance with the Shopun, renewed aller s
tw years, has alarmead mary who might be considersd
by the Unbcom armies.
Allles traditfonally serve one of Do pUIposes: @ in
clan's miliary stability by adding the threar of anoth
armles, or 1o improve a elan’s economic siabiliny by
lueritive commercial bonds that ensure prosperous (e
one of Rokugan’s wealthiest clans, the Unicorn have L
for the Latter, and no need whatsoever for the former.
The Unicorn's principal allies are the Crab, Mﬂm Cha
has tremendous respect for the Hida and thelr thousan
of diligent service. OF all Rokugan’s families, only lhl' Hﬁ
truly be conskiered the Moto's equal. The Hida, for theis
have not forgotten the aid Chagatai sent them during D
attack on the Wall_and the Barunghar army thal was so
mental in maintaining order during that period. The CrSSS
retumed the favor, kending the Unicom shepe enginects SHES
the War of the Rich Frog. and assisting with the consmicions
Chapstal's Khol Wall The Unicomn have no stronger ailles
the Crab




The Crane and Mantis are also Linlcom allles, but anky in-
'n:j';_r as their cOMRETAlON Encines that Unicom tmnliis on tradfic

gmde on both land and sea is asswrec, and protes remain high

Akhoueh the conflic at Kaeru Toshl has been over for nearhy
i yeat. the Linkom have not Jorpetten, and thelr enmity Sor the
M and Leapon = e
. arc mm:-;.,l tocs, and the ondy lorce In Rokugsn thar t

v Devond measure. e Lon, at east
he Khan
Fruly considers a wosthy opponere. The Dragon, on the other
thand. are meddling interlopers, and it 5 not unthindcablie that the
-u;ﬁmm will so0n move on thelr bosders o avenge the Insult
The alllance between the Khao and the Shopun disturks
[many. The Empenor has said nothing reganding thelr rekindled
trelationship, but many pote that Toturl 10T has been quictly
e mustering his own allies ever since the Rhan came out In sup-
fpart of Eaneka. He may well preparing for o conillet that many
'.Lhellnw wolld be more damaging to Rokugan] society than any
'_-||‘| hlstiry,
_ Leacling [he Khin's agenda: gaining more paver and respect
for the Unlcom Clan, Moto Chagatal genwdnely belleves thal
'na clan In Rokugan can siand against his military might, and
the will not 1est untll the entire Emplire recognlzes hls pawer.
The disdalin that that Great Clans displayed towand the retumed
Mot nomads alter Lady Shinjo came back o Rokugan was
sgonsklernble, and Chagaial does not sulfer insull Ughths

Bevand military concems, the Moto family's goals Include the
continued expansion of rade and influence beyond Rolougan's
borders into the I
the Shi-Tien Yen-\YWang bevond Linicom shrines. The [uchl. 1de,

=¥

ming Sands, and in expanding worship of

Utaku, and Horfuchi families are content to purgue their own

of course, continue their quest for redemption. Mamy

ahingo have placed their Dith and bope in thelr dadom

hat he alone can kead them back into th

There B no dalmvo or penera] who does not fear e name
of Moo Chagatal. Even the Khan's allies are carciud In their
interactions — who knows what SIrAnEe SRijin CUSLOmS mght
cause the Khan (o take offense? His repuiation has caused all
Mot o be looked upon with trepidation. Some, like the rogue
general Mote Chen, have overcome the prejudice surrounding
them. Cthers, ke the White Guard commander Moto Hideyo-
shi. do nothing to alleviate such perceptions, and nre ghunned
by clvllized (olk.

Shinfo Shone i6 known 1o most courts in Rokugan, but as o
diggrace rather than an honored dabneo, The sing of [ faler
linger despile Shan's decades of worlk to expunge the dishonar
Hig contemparnry lde Tang has done what he can (o restore the
Shinjo's reputation, but 1o no avail.

NOLLIOY SMLOT
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LOTUS FDITION

MOTO CHAGATAL UNIODRN CLAN KHAN

S HA FANE: Moio Bushi 5 7 VWhih rd 3
i i e I | | 1 [ 11 ol
Airs 4 Earth: 5 Fire: 4 Waler & Woid: 4

Refleces 6 Agility 5

ADVANTAGES: Allles (Hida Koon, 4 i
pelnts), Jurajin's Hessing, Way of the Land (Linlcom pro-
Inces)

[EADVAMTAG ES: Bael Reputatlon (Barbariin)

BATA Howl of the Mota, Motas Buming Strike, Striking a3
Eirth, Striking as Water, Thundetng the Sky

SRILLS: Animal Handling [(Horses) 6, Athlétics 4, Battle &, Coiii-

merce 5, Courtber 2, Defer

]"-.'lllllhl Z‘;:'-L'IELIH. 2

Elgquette 5, Horsemanship 7,

sl | Horse '«::h-:rg' Yomanmn)

lijuiswe 5. Eenjutsu &, Ky
Lore: Burning Samds 5, Lore

) 4. Stealth 3, Theolog
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o the Shopun's Praer

provinices to contemplags
ne, ind angey. and felt he had
et

¢ the eppecunity 1o prove the Linlcom®s mipht 1o the
¢ bepan searching for a means (o prove his powerand
strength, and found apportunity very clote by (he ciby of Kaem
Lashl o the Lion-Linlcam border

Emylre

Far years, Chagatai planned his maneuvers, Flve years after
the Emperars ascension, he moved agalnst Koene Toshl with
thi Khel, the strongest of his three ammles, The confiien was éx=
plasive, but quickly pround to a hall due o winter conditions
after only d short period of Brotal skirmishing. This was sceond=
g o Chagatpd’s plans, as he hoped o enrage the Lion, forcing
them to make o mistake that would allow him o defeat them
mare seundhy and, i cinnumstances permitied, push deeperini




Jon tertitony The delay led to unforeseen complicatlons as the
pon joined the conflicl, presenting both Lion and Unicom
th a divided fronl. Realizing that an Impetial imervention
o m.'mm.:bk Chagatal chanpad the focus of his struggle.
nting towand Kaeru Toshi and instead caals Bshing a military
T in the former Lion villape of Subkoshi Zutsu. The final
partie In the War o the Rich Frog took place outsbde the villape,
pd Chagatal facedd the Lion Champion Matsu Nimure in per-
gonal combat. Chayatal was victorious, and the Golden Lion of
ohi Ranbo met his end 3t the Khans hands

After the war’s end, the Khan maintained a bow profike for
e time befone suddenly rekindling his alliance with the Sho-
. The Unicom amics and the Imperial Leghons uniled to
geour the Empire in search of luchiban's remaining Bloodspeak-
For the moment, the Empire views the Khan as an enfoecer
i and vrder, and the Shogun’s foremest supporter. Al the
moment [t s enough, even for Moto Chagatal.

Shinjo Bushi School

The students of Shinjo's fighting style are known for thels
‘:-‘ nge, flambovant mancuvers that seem al odds with the oth-
er Linlcom [amllles' stralphtforward styles. Historlans are gulck
pint out, however, that Lady Shinjo was known (o be more
than her brothers and sisters, and that her personal com-
i fechniques drew from many sources cven belote she and
Bes [ollowers lelt the Empire. Adding in centurics of experience
i ew and enknown styles that the Unbcom discovered all
& 1 the galjin lands, and # & po small wonder that the
Slnjo style is unfke any other.

Shinlo continued in the manner of thelr founder sven
aher her imprisonment In the Burning Sands. They
d thelr technigues throughout thelr travel cutside the
- Even after they returned to Robougan, they continued o
their style 10 incorporate cenain elemenis of other clans’
g styles that impressed them. It was not until soveral
SRS after thelr return that they ceased changing their style and
| _ Ban [0 resemble the static iechniques that the Shinjo are

Elmn for.
Hnjo bushi provided the bulk of the Unicom armies for
_ﬂl thelr time In Rokugan. It was not untll Lady Shinjo’s
anel her subsequent purge of Kolat influences from her
enclarits that the Shinfe family's foriunes were shattensd
executlons, desertions, and seppuku, the family's strength
Il'lﬂill.'r:d. and they were removed from power by Shinjo
elf Over the course of a few weeks and months, the Shinjo
Were virially destoved.

'n'll‘IS«E' who had remained loyal to Shinjo and the Unleom
iWere appalled al what happened: nol enly that thelr family had
oeen 8o corrupted, but at the czsual ease with which the loyal
Bmong them were discarded. As a family, the Shinjo dedicated
-_'-... sclves 10 cleansing their {zmilvs name and hanor, and
never wavered in their lmvalty 1o Lady Shinjo and their
v Moto lords

. hﬂ:ﬁt. +1 Strength
- Honor: 2.5
Skills: Defemse. Horsemanship 2. Hunting. Kenjutsu. Kyvo-
By (Yomant). any one Hish or Bugs! Skl

Dutfit: Katana, wakizasin, bow {yumi o dalloyu) with 20 ar-
fows (any rypel, light or heavy amor, helm. any 2 weapons
nono and sandals, Unicom stzed, raveling pack: & koku

TECHNIQUES

RANK 1: THE WAY OF THE UNICORN

Unicom samurai leamn to ride 2 horse almest before they keamn
o walk, and the natural apiity they keamn as 2 resull of this
extensive niding akds them in all that they do. Whike on foot,
you add kall vour Horsemanship rank (rounded up 1o the total
of all Initiative and Bugel Skill Rolls. Whike mounted, you add
your Horsemanship rank to the total of all Weapon Skill Rolls.
Addithionally. you add your Waser Ring 1o the total of all your
Initiative rofls

RANK 2 DANCE OF THE BLADE

In most fghting stvles, parrying is instinctive. The Lnicorn,
however, have mostered the ant of parrying and counterat-
tcking withour hesitation. When vou are in the Full Defense
pasture, any appenent wha attacks you and misses may be at-
cked the follawlng round with a number of Free Ralses equail
te your School Rank.

BANEKE 3 THE FOUR WINDS STRIKE

The sweeping Unleam combat style allows a Linfeom wartor
o move with incredible speed. You may make an additional
attack per round. Additionally, you add mwice your Waler Ring
to the tolal of all your Initiative molls, replacing the benefit from
Rank 1.

RANK 4: SFIRIT OF OUR LADY

The union between Unkcom ond seed s Sorped caniy in their
taining. and cannotl be broken chomm of death. I you make
Raises on an aitack roll while on horsshack and fail 1o meet the
increased T, but meet the original TV, the roll is considered a
success. This Technlgue may also be veed whien on oo, bt i
requires the expenditure of a Void Point.

RANK 5: DAMNCING WITH THE FORTUNES

Although the Shinjo family lost the Envor of thelr Lady, they
have mot lost the near-mystical ability to overcome hasdship
that she taught her followers a thousand years ago. After any
failed roll, you may spend a Void Point to instantly change the
fuilure to o succesd. You may not use this Technigue more than
five times per day, You must roll at least half the T (Including
any Raises) for this Technique to take effect. Additlonnlly, you
add three times your Water Ring to the total of all your Initiative
rolls, replacing the benefit from Rank 3

Shinjo Scout School (Bushi)

Mot all of Shinjo's followers were wartiors: In facl, some among
the Shinjo Scout Schoal believe that they are the true helis of
her legacy, ghven that they are explorers, riders, and wanderess,
just as she was. The technigues they leach to thelr siudents have
their origin in the Ki-Rin Clan's carlicst days, when Shinjo and
her followers wandered the deserns and plains north of Roku-
gan, and scouts and outriders kept the clan sake from attacks
and predators. Many scouts died In those days, panticularly in
the &rst months, but experience was an exceptional teacher. Out
of that experience the Shinjo Scouts were bom.

The Shimjo family branches that scout for the clan have had a
diffscult history. They have served for conturies without question
or hesitation, doing whatever tasks wers required of them. They

SNOLEIAT SALOT
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were never interested in serving as wartiors, however, and it was
only through necessity tha they became such. The harsh envi-
renment and hostile encounters tha typified the clan's wavels
through gaifin lands caused the scouts o develop more martial
ﬂl‘ll"i'dﬁ- .'.I.I".-d El."'Ch]'I.-HF.I.l"E. Still thes e remiTinad T AT Sy
long as there was exploring o be done. a5 that was thelr ander's
one thie passion. [ was not until after the Unicom retuerned to
Rokugan that the soours’ true difboulny began.

Rokugan had precious few frontiers for the scouts 1o push
forward. The Empire was new to them., but it had already been
mapped by penerations of Imperial cartographers. With the
Unkom having a permanent home for the first time in history,
there was suddenly no need for scouts. With no sense of pur-
puse or duty, the scouts became easy prey for the Kolar agents
within the Shinjo family.

The Shinjo branches that oversaw the family's scouting were
heavily infilirated by the Kolat, Over the course of two centu-
tles, thee scouts were trapsformed from explorers and warriors
Into spies and assassins, The Unicorn's seouts had never played
A prominent role in the affals of Rokugon, and with the Kolas
need for secrecy they disappeared entirely. 1t was not until Lady
Shinjo retuned and purged the family of [1s Kolat affiliation that
the Empire noticed the scouts; nearly one in five were elimina-
ed by Shinjo and her agenis as being affiliated with the Kolar.

Members of a disgraced family, the Shinjo scouts are widely
teviled. Those who escaped Shinjo's purge have strugsled 1o
rebuild their dojo and holdings, helped only by other Shinjo
lamilies who undersiond thelr disprace. The Khan has used the
scouts in his efforts 1o rebulld relations with nations beyond
Rokugan. lrenically, despite thelr disgrace, the scouss once
again enjoy their true purpose

Benefit: +1 Perception

Honor: 1.5

Skills: Defense, Horsemanship, Hunting, Kenjuren  Kyujut-
su (Yomans), Spealth, any one Skill

Outfit: Katana, wakizashi. bow (yumi or dailoyu) with 20 ar-
rows (any typel, any | weapon, light srmor; kimono and san-
dals, Unicom steed, trveling pack: 6 koku

TECHNIQUES
RANK 1: THE Ki-RIN'S GRACE

consldered 10 have the Way of the Land Advaniape, no maes
where vou are. Additionally, you gain 2 number of Free
per day equal to hwice vour Insight Rank. These Froe flak
be wsed only on Hunting or Sicalth rolls.

RAMK 4: A SOUL AS SWIFT

Fleet of foot and ever mindfol of his srroundings, the
speed Infuses all thas be does. You may make an addie
tack per round.

RANE % PURITY OF THE FIRST STRIKE

The Unicom peach their scouts so sirike first, and to e
need for a second strilke. When attacking an opponent. u
of your presence. you may add your Stealth rank to the

on each die. You may alse add vour Stealth rank to the
any damage roll following such an attack T

New Unicorn Kata .
Linleorm kata are often performed on horseback, a feat u

of I all but the most advanced cavalry unlts of oth
Clans. Unicorn steeds are, of course, trlned to work side-by
slde with thelr Unicom brothers as soon as they can trot.

East Wind Kata

I"REFARATION TIME 30 minutes
DURATION: 120 mimnes

The samural of the Arsry of the East, the Junghas, ane
to fght 10 the death to protest their brothers and thelr
By focusing thelr enesgy inwand., they become like fron thai
enemy can break.

RANK: Moto Bushi 3 or Shinjo Bushi 3
COST: 5

SPECIAL: MNone. -
EFFECT: Your TM o Be HE Increascs by twice your In
Rank. Yous Initiative and movement per round are de
by an amount equal to vour Insight Rank.
VoI None.

Wind Borne Strike

A Shinjo scout knows the Importance of moving unseen, and of
surviving random encounters to bring Information back to one’s
lords. You may use Stealth while on horseback. While in the
Full Defense posture, vou may add your Stealth rank to your
T 1o [he Hit

RAMK 2: THE VIPER'S STEED

A scout is patient, waltlng lor the pedect moment, then strikes
with the speed of a predator. During the round immediately ai-
ter a yound when you used the Full Defense posture, you may
add your Steakth rank to the 10tal of your Initiative and your
attack rolls. Your Initiative score retums to its previous value
the fellowing round.

RANK 3: THE STARS ARE MY GUIDE

Though many of her descendants shamed het. Lady Shinjo did
ot abandon all her faithiul followers, leaving signs for them 1o
follow among the stars in the Celestial Heavens. You are always

PREPARATION TIME: 45 minuics
DURATION: 120 minutes

Unleorn cavalry has been lependary far over fwa centur =
for good reason, A trained homseman can rlde Into o bat
Increclible speed, striking down his foes before they eve
fze thelr cnemy is among them, und disappear with the
breath.

RANK: Shinjo Bushi 3 or Utaky Bastle Maiden 3
COos: s

SMECIAL: Must be used on horsehazk. .-
EFFECT: When mounied. vou calculate your horse's movese
as if its Water Ring were 2 ranks higher. Yous Initiative s @S
tack rolls ane increased by 5. Your TN 10 Be Hit 5 d e
by 10.
VOUDx: You may spend onz or more Vold Points to Inors
bonus to your attack and Initiative by 5 per Vioid Point Spas
Each point spent in this manner decreases your TN o BEE
by an additional 5.
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than ever. The Shogun's followers bl e Naserus shy!

EEna bor being

il - thas o mie
U b0 oward the « LI

falls of the l}]_ﬂj;:-i:m
Moodspeakers, The Emperor's supponiens blame the -'*'-ﬁugun's

soldiers for failing 1o Pt Rosoku quickly coough. Nasem
and Kancka are bath aboye casting petiy blame, but both SENGE
the deepening division bemveen them. Maseru knows that nat all-
of the Gozaky conspiracy has been exposed, and he SUSPECTs
thal many of 15 SUpporters now add thels strenpth to Kaneka's:
Srowiig raver
Both Brathers fear tht e time medy soon come when the -
litical divisions between thum will explode into violence, For the
Hine Belng, nelther wants that ro vecur Both brothers remember
Toturl Teudao's sacrifice, and the promises they made to one
another. Kaneka does not truly wane thve responsibilities of the
throne, and Nasery does not g ¥ want to abandon hope that
Kineka will one day Prove b0 becomie g leval sublect.
ins the outsider Though he senves
the Wolf disapproves of the fewd between his
) s, e begins o ponderid
o peace between Lhe Empens

nd onk

centhy, when a Shinjo scou disoovered it

1l village in the western Linicamn mauntains. This was

roughly at the same time that Juchiban fell In Otosan Lichi
and his Moodspeakers wene rmpaging ncross the Empire. The
YOUNG Scout was present when a Bloodspeaker cell attacked the
village, and he afone siood dgingt them, He suffered teryille
wounds from their bload g, but slew many. It was not un-
tl the lust few had cormnered him and several peasants e way
protecting that he diseovered the Yuml and kijled the remaining
Bloodspeakers. He returned o ahira Shinjo ond was plven a
hero'’s welcome when the tale of his valor come 1o light

[he Yumi of Fire appears kdentical to o typical yumi crafied
Iam ash wood. Jr

a5 i It had been

15 warm o he fouch
lett In the sun. The Yumi transforms standsand arrows fived from

1 Gl T me e e
NET 6D Wi WS O

Sezamu, s ihweres, P

Naseru duriiully

It Into bolts of e elemental fire tha e

brothers. As thei

thie

Anvone holding the




SOTSU TRIE, CAMTAIN OF THE TMPERIAL GUARD

.

sopools Rar i Ronin Yojimlxa 3

HOMOR 3.3 STATUS: 7.0 GILOMY: 5.0
Air 4 Earth: 3 Fira: 4 Water: 4 Vaid: 4
Willpawer: 4 Apility: & Streapth: 5

—

ADVARTAGES: Allles (Toward [T, 42 paints), Clear Thinker,
Combal Beflexes, Higher Purpase (prolect Totuel HIY, Trre-
proachable {4 poinis), Inner Gill (Foresight, Lesser Proph-
ecy), Preclse Memuory

PISADVARTAGES: None

FaTA: Standing on the Heavens, Siriking as Wind, The Emplie
Rasts on its Edye

- RRILLS: Calligraphy 2, Defense 5, Etlguetts 2, Hunting 2, 1ai-

jutsl 5, Investigation (Interrogation, Matice) 4, Kenjutsu (K-

fani) o, Kyulutsa 4, Love: Heraldry 4, Lore: History 2, Mecli-

latlon 4, Spears 4

- ot e 1s one of @ handiul of pecple wha have the Emperos
complete trust. She gained it through devoted service. unilinch-
ing lovalty, a keen mind, apd fommidable masial skills. She is
his personal yojimbo, and Captain of the Imperlal Guarcl, Bur
sl Besan her carees quiie differsnily, a3 o person whose single
wish was to slay Hantel Maseru, the man who became Emperor
* Toturl 111,

Irie was barn into the Tenba family of the Dragon(ly clan. She
wos deatiped for o lile as a shugenjs of courtler until her aen-
eeatral home, Kyuden Tonbo, was destamoed by the Lion Clan,
.Ehv: Was away (rom [he castle at the thime and thss r_':il_‘:J]]r_'lJ. the
slaughter. When her prief substded, she was felt with a buming
hatred of both the Llon Clan and the man who orchestsated the

) Fflmarlcc that destrovved her home, Harrel Nasen. She dedicated
bien life to one goal: seeing the man known as thie Anvil dead at
!_!:g:rien:i. Bhue she was not mativated solely by revenpe. She could
mat allow a man like Hantel MNasem to ke the throne, She be-
lieved he would become the most heartless, cruelest tyrant the
Empire had ever seen.

She was taken in by the Yotsu, a family of ronin who kept
©order in the Yatoshin distrlct of Otasan Lchi. They taught her
a5 best they could, and she applied herself to the goal of de-
- stroying Hantel Naseru before he had a change ta become Em-

peror. She studied hard and procticed relentlessly, When she
was ready, she set out o kil the Anvil. She fallowed him for
it long tme, waiting for her chance, Put as she witched him,
she was plagued by doubis. Killing a marn in cold bloud was a

“dishonarable deed, even a man as deserving os Naser. Then
as she watched Maseru gathering power using it for the pood
of the Emplre to defeat the hemible Teune, she saw flashes of
gamething better than the ryrant she dreaded. During the fight-

g with the Tsuno, Mascru's yajimbo was killed, Naseru had

known of Irie's existence for a while, and he confronted her.

When she told him her Mstory and why she wanted (o kill him,

much 1o her surprise, he made her his new persanal bodyguard.

He wanted, he sald, (o keep her at his side so she could prevent

him from becoming the tyrant she feared.

The Empenar values her opinion, and she gives it freely and
honestly, even when It contradicts him — although never In
public. She would never da anvthing ta bring him dishonor.

Toturi Bushi School

When Toturi 1 teck the throne, one of his first endeavors was fo
crente a schooel of martial ans and genemlship loval 1o him, He
was one of the preatest warriors and tacticians the Empire has
evier known, with the rare ability o intult the thythms of Batthe.
Afrer he became Emperor, one of his goals was to create an lm-
perlal sy schaolad in the ways of battle and the instghts he
discovered during his tempestuous vears as a ronin gencral,

Bt his veign was tirbulent and (lled with suife. When he
was taken by the Lying Darkness and eventually died, his bushi
school faltered. because the Emperor himsell was the sensel.
The schoal remained opew, but its prestige flagged; its students
could not learn the deep secrets known only to Totard blmsell
Some thought that it would eventually fade away, but when
Taturl returned dueing the War of Spicts and reassumed the
throne, his bushl school was revitalized, The school now flour
jshes, with teachers and students who are almost a match for
the legendary general,

Benefit: + 1 Perception

Homor: 2.5

Skills: Battle (Battle Lore), Defense, laijutsu, Kaotand, Spears,
War Fans. anv one =kill

Qutfit: Katano, wakizashi, yarl, any 2 weapons, [light or
heavy armor, helim: kimeno and sandals, steed, mraveling pack:
10 koku

TECHMNIQUES

RANE 10 MOON ON THE WATER

Before any conflicr, the Toturl bushi sizes up his opponent,
lsaking for weaknesses in his technique, his character, Ris ar
mor —as il studying the reflection of the moon on the water.
[y the first round of any skirmish, after Initative s rolled but
beiore any actions are resolved. vou may make a Contested
PerceptionWeapan Skill) Roll against one target’s Awareness/
(\Weapon Skill), where Weapon Skill refers to the weapon the
Qpponent is using. [!'j,'u-u fre successiul, Vol gain 45 wo Your TN
to Be Hit, and a Free Raise on all attack rolls vou make against
that I.‘.l]'r]h'.IHL"HL

RANE 2: THE FAN OF COMMAND

M succesaful general possesses secrct weapons that no one exe
[rects, and one of the Toturl bushi's overfooked weapons is his
war [an. You moy roll and keep an extra die when attacking with
awar fan n a skirmish, making an average war fan a k2 DR
weapon, In Mass Combat, when you moll for the Tides of Battle,
wou may add hali your War Fan rank (reunding up] ta the total
af your die rall.

FANE 3: SWORD OF WATER

A Toturl Bushi attacks with power and precislon by tharoughly
sizing up the opponent. You gain an additional attack each
round. Addidonally, you may add your Water Ring plus your
Honer Rank as a bonus o all damage rolls,
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HANK 4: THE FAN OF COMMAND

Liseful for signaling subocdinates, rallying troops. and fending
off atacks in diose quarters, the war [an s an indispensable
weapon in the general’s armorny You may kecp an extma dic
whon antackdnes with a war fan o a skimish. Thiz b cumulative
with the Rank 2 Technique, making an average war &n a 1k3
DR weapon. In Mass Combat. when you roll jor the Tides of
Battle, vou may add your War Fan rank o the total of your dic
rall. This bonus replaces the bonus from Rank 2.

RANK 5 THE SUPREME WARRIOR

Toduri was one of the preatest warriors and leaders of all time,
and his imparts his wisdom down through the generations. You
gain an addidonal amack each round., Additionally, vou add
your Water Ring plus your Honer Rank plus your Battle Skill as
a bonus to all damage roll wotals. This bonus replaces the Water
Ring bonus from Rank 3.

€ye of the Emperor

The Eve of the Emperor looks ke o muoltfaceted sky-blue
jem about the size of a childs fist, Mare than one such gem is
known o exist, and It i= romoened that they are created by Sep-
purt shizgenja, but the Seppun say nothing. The few that have
been spotted have been seen only In the possession of Imperial
Mugistmtes. The Eve allows the user (o view someone net only
in the present. but in the future.

When the gem s used, it glows with o soft blue light. To use
ihe Eve. its holder must concentrate for onc minute on the per-
son he intends to spy upon and decide (if he wants the present
of the furure. After the minute, e can make an AvwsrenessThvi-
nation roll (TN 15 for the present, TN 25 for the Ruture). If he
ks successiul, he can look into the Eye and sce the tarpet 25 if
he were an invisible diserbodied oye neartre. He can dhange
his pesition as he chooses. He can make any sight-based Per-
ception rolls as i he were present with the tanpet, but he can-
not hear anything at the tarpet’s location. This ability l=sis for
a number of minutes equal 1o the amount by which the user
excecded the die roll. with a minimum of cne minute.

When seeing the futre, the user must realize that the future
can be changed by the actlons of the present. The events he
sees will come 1o pass i he does nothing to imerrupt them.

The user must know the face of his target o concentrate well
enouph for this irem towork, He cannat use it on someone he
hies mever seen belore. The Eye can be wsed once per day,

Giong of the Righteous Emperor

The precise origins of this ltem are unknown, but it Grst ap-
peared in Hida Kisada's Crab armry during the batile to kil
luchiban In the rains of Otosan Lichl. Some speculaie that the
Gireat Bear brought it with him from the Realm of the Dead, or
that he created it with his own power as Fortune of Persistence,
but enly Kisada imows for certain. Alter that battle, the Gong
wits presenied as a ghit to Toturd LI It is now in Toshi Ranbo.

It oppears 10 be a beautifully made golden pone, about three
feet In height. A wooden striker Is chalned 1o the frame. The
Imperial mon & emblazoned on the surface of the gong with a
strangely durable green lacquer. The pong B surprisingly heavy,
as If its substance pocs beyond the mere phnysical manilestation
of its presence. i requires four strong men 1o [l and @t be
moved in a cart.

The Gong hamesses the bloodlust of the asmy that ey :
It s used to keep the cadence of 3 marching army, crashing witke
metallic thundes in time with the amy’s footsteps. -
In mass combat, the genesal of an ammy carrying the Go
e Rigltoous Dopewes pabs & +3 o w0 bis Thies of Batte
roll. Characters In the Gongs army galn a l‘bﬂﬂﬂm e
Dictermination nells. H
The enemy Zrmry sulfers from unoetainty dus 1o the Gones
relentless thunder. At the sidrmish kevel of a battle, chamcn
the amy opposing the Goag roll two lewer dice on all rolls
I the army canying the Gong ever loses three siraight |
Tums, the power of 1 hrum[::stl.n&r'uwd.“mh
again this batle.

The Imperial Standard

Any army that caries the Imperial Standard walks with the fu
ganction af the Emperar himsell, 118 a broad polden
emblazoned with the Imperfal Chrysanihemum, and
dlors wha march under the Banner of e Son ol Meaven
that the Fortunes themselves favar thelr cause. The Dm
Standord has o long history, bul somehow 1t remaing |
vious to the effects of age and battle. [t stll looks as
the first day it was unfurled. It & not known exactly w
standard was first used, and in some Kistorical accounts, th
seems 1o have to been more than one. Thene i cumen
one Imperial Standand, kept near the Emperor in Toshi

In mass ¢ombat, the peneral of an army carying the
Standard galrs 2 =5 bonus 1o kis Thies of Ranle roll. Char
in the Standarnd’s ammy gain a +5 booes (o their Détermin
rolls.

Al the skirmish leved of & banke, -:hm:ﬂ:'!trlﬂ!u‘:ﬂllr __:
rying the Imperial Standard may keep one extra dic on all TS
and are immune o Fear

-

Way Of ﬂw
Mmor Clans

The Lotus era has the potential to usher Ina new ape of
ity for the Minor Clans, The ravapes of [ughiban and his B
spenkers lapely passed over the Miner Clans, as they w
cusentinlly beneath the Heartless' notice, The Hare Cla
tional enemies of the Bloodepeakers, sullered an altack sh
after Tuchiban escaped his tomb, but beyond that the Mh
Clans emeryed from the Bloodspeaaker Sogz largely unscil
The most important Minor Clan alliance right now s b
tween the Tortoise and the Dragon. The Drugon'’s spons
permits the Minor Clans to have an unprecedented volee
Imperial Court. The Torlolse are permitied to attend all
court functions, whese they serve as the represeniatives i
Minor Clans, all of whom send advisors 1o the Toroke- £
bess 10 sy, the Minor Clans appreciate the Dragon's will
to share dout




Other alllances stem from the links betveen individual Minor
Clans and thelr parent Great Clans. The tiny Badger Clan has
rekindled its links 1o the distant Crab, the fedeling Bat Clan
petains cxtremely Close thes 10 the Mantls, the Spamow continue
1o have a cloee and cordial relation with the Crane. and so on
The notable exception s the evercontrary Ox Clan. While the
Ox are not exactly hostile 10 the Unicom, Morito and the Khan
00 nol respect each ofher. Fortunately. there are enough miics
Between their lands that the Khan does not consider & neces
sy [0 wipe out Lhe O

B The Minor Clang enmities ame Lampely
e onchanped. The Fox and Sparmow, topether
S with their Tsuruch! noighbors, ane frequertly
et odds with the Scorplon. The rift between
r, the Fox and Crane has never ifruby closed
wisich occasionally puts the Fox in a didnclt
|' position with thelr Spamow allics. The Hare pas-
sionately despise the Scorplon for thas <lan's ok in
Bihe Hare's dissolution some decades back. and the
B Dagonily still loathe the Lion for their near-destmoc-
B Bon at the onset of the Dragon-Fhocnix War shorly
" aiter Toturd I's death
The Monkey Clan has vintually no eremibes, fvored
a5 they are by the Imperkal line. Thelr long-standing
s alliance with the Scorplon, as well as their proximity o
B Scorpion lands, alsa contributes to this proteciion.
L The wants and necds of Minor Clans are rarely as ¢om
-_'=|:l|m|: a5 those of their Great Clan counterpans. Their great-
L B8t deslee |s 1o expand thelr support in the Imperial Count.
Sl the Great Clons come to view them az least as worthy al-
o lies, then thelr Individual needs will be far easter to meet, None
-;.Ehﬂmﬂ1n\l1 this canise mene so than the Tortolse, who conaider i
Ahelr sacred duty ta better the lat of all Minor Clans. That theis
'I:_E[ﬂl'ln will lkely galn considerable prestige and wealth in the pro-
| ReHE 16 o secondary Benef,
The Bacger and Draponfly continue o rebuile, the latter far
L mare successfully than the fonmern This Is in larpe part due to
. the Drapon Clan's direct patronage of the Dragonfly, and the
distance between the Badger and their Crab allics.

The Bar Clan's primary objective 15 to build a power basc.
Bay champion Komori has but a handiul of icllowers and ad-
Pherents, and Is reluctant 1o draw 100 heavily upon his Mantls
Pallies poodwill. The Ox similarty pusue more power and pres-
b Ege, but for emtirelv different reasons. Converssly, the Hare are
= almost entirchy unconcemed with the SCGUESICH OF PXIWET, [re-
ifl!!h!:;t.' instead 1o humt the remnants of Juchibans Bloodspeak-
5 across Hokupan

The Fox, Spanow. and Monkry Clane have no specific agen
5, insiead continuing their service and activities =s they have
fior crnturies [or decadies. In the case of the Monkey].

NOLEHAT SMLOT

5
el
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-

Clans. The Champlons of each clin command a certain amount
ol TeRpect. bt on averapge there smply = nething aboot a Mi-
mor Clan symural that compels their more poweeriul coun-

ferparts (o pay them any mind. Among the most poweriul i
e Kasuea Talpen, the Minor Clan tepresentative to the £
Imperial Court, and Ox Clan Champion Marito, who —_—

fommands o larpe (lor a Minor Clan) militany force. The
IESources from his Kolat allics are oven more considerable,
flthough he cannot draw on them without arousing suspicion.
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Tonbe Shugenja School
(Dragonfly Clan)

O all the Minor Clans. enly the Dragonily has been <o hahitu-
ally bullied by a Great Clan. The Lion clan threatened them fos
decades and @nally sucoeeded in destroying their home. The
Deagonily understand the importance of cultivating poweriul al-
lies, Hice the Phoenix and the Drapon <lan, becaise only then
can they hope o survive the Lion's perpetual hatmed. Their ex-
pesience with palitics and the winds of fortune have made them
very adaptabie.

The Dmponfly dan has taditionally focused on - magic,
and the Tonbo shupenja school ks the only notable Dragonity
schoal

Benefit +1 Perception

Honor: 2.0

Skills: Calllgraphy, Courtler, Etlquette, Meditation (Zanji),
Spenrd, Spellerait, any ane High Skl

Outfit: Waklzashl, yad: klimono and sandals, seroll satchel,
travieling packs 3 koku

Affinlty/Deficiency: The Dragonily shugenja school kas (ra-
ditionally focused on Water, since its ever-changing natine gives
them the Insight o swim the dangerous waters between the
Lion, Dragon, and Phoenix clans. Tonbo shugenja are calm and
level-headed, Impormant tralls for an often-embattled clan. They
have an Aifinity for Water, and o Deficiency for Fire.

TECHMIQUE: CRYSTAL WINGS
AND SILVERED TONGLUE

The Dragonitys constant state of theeat from the Lion clam,
having to walk the tghwrope of survival among the powerful
Great Clans, has given them the ability to survive in dangeroes
clhroumarances. You gain one Froe Ralse jor all social rolls. You
gain the Balance Advantape at no cost

The recent reconstroction of the school has given new iz
10 its research Hbeary, and all new students are taupht a secret,
recently developed Technique. By spending a Vidd Peint, you
<an summan the spirits of air and water 10 grant vou wings like
those of a draponfly. The wings are clear and nearly invisible
when they are moving, as they flap fagter than the eye can see.
You can My for a number of minutes equal to your School Rank.
You can fly up o 30° per round In any direction, Winds of more
than 10 miles per hour cut this movement In hall, and winds
abave 20 miles per hour make (lying Imposgible, When this
allliys duration ends, the wings disappear, and [ you have not
Ianced, you fall and rake damage a8 nommal. You can camry any
welght you could normelly carry while walking. The GM may
require Sirength rolls In some clreumistances, This ability can
be used once per day,

Morito Bushi School (Ox Clan)
Only recently has the Ox clan, founded by Shinjo Marito, been
given ks ovwn family name by the Emperar Toturd 1. In previ-
ous years, lis school for wamkors wias merely Galled the Ox Clan
Busshi School.

Like their Linicom ancesiors. Ox <lan buthi are ad=pt horse-
men. but thelr unique location and history have made them
much more than simple horse warmors. They are also trackers,
and solidhy built, fike their dan's namecsake. They are also the

only bushi schoel fFom which almost every graduate s a K
lat (see “The Ox Clan® an page 69 of the LSR Third Edition
Rulchook). Some graduates ane not. Only those candidates thay
prove thelr unswenving lovaly ane shown the deeper !n:ms :
this quikt, enassuming ciporolan. -
Dstenalbly, their purpose i o protedt the Emplre from 13
by the Yobanjin tribesmon, g=iin m.'lgrsnh'i prore] the b
kess wikdemness nonh of the Empire. But thelt ue purpose
quite diflerent. They are the sole protoctons of the Hidden T
ple of the Eolat, 2ithoush praciically no one cutside the o
knows that suck a place cven exists, and even many within the
clan do not know of its cxistence. T
Bencfil: +1 Agiliy
Honor: 1.5 A
Skiils: Horeemanship, Hunting Wenjutsu, Kyujutso (Yo'
i), Lore: Kelal, Underwodd, amy one Skl
Outfit: Katana, wakizashi, dailoyu and 20 arnows (any typel,
light armor; kimone and sandals, steed, travellng pack; 4 koku ™

TECHNIQUES

RAMEK 1: LEGACY OF THE FOUR WINDS

Ox Clan cavalry is true to its Linlcam roots, and 18 capable o

lightilng rakids, but the Ox alsa speclallae 1o surprse dismo
that bring them foce to face with thelr enemies quickly. For thes
fiest nound of any ckinmish, you gain an [nltlative bonus equal o
twice your Horsemanship. If vou are on horieback, you recei
an additional +3 W vour Iniliative and the bonus lasts for thes
first two rounds of the siamish

RANK X THE WIND BLOWS MANY WAYS L
Morito bushi adapt with the specd of the wind 1o whitever
combat situanion presents itslf. You receive a number of B
Ratses per day equal to your Schoel Rank that must be used:

Bupei Skill Rolls. You alse receive a0 additional Free Raisc i
may only be used wihils on homshacic

RaMK : THUNDER AND FURY

Tralned 1o fight Gercely from horssback. Merilo samuri anc
midable opponcnis. You may make an additional mack
rustind, 1 on horseback, vou may add your Apility +1 10
sult of all your ateack mils

RANK 4: THE BLADE UPON THE WIND

dny opponent with a lower [nitiative, you galn o bonus e
TN 0 e HiE While o foot, the beris [ 45; IF you are mo
edl. this bonus i increased to +10

RAMEK 5: FAST AMD FURIOUS

The Morito Lamily creed of hitting hard and fast reaches the i
nache of lts power. You must spend a Vokl l’n-ln[mmt'lmt:
Tochnique. Make a Eaw Water Roll and add the result 1oy
Initiacive score for a pumbsr of rounds equal 10 half your Walets
Ring (rounded up). For the same duration, you may add th '
Hrmes your \Warer Ring to the resubt o all your damage rolls:
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RAMK 3 SHADOWED PRESENCE

While the Tortokse are skilled warrors and sailors. they are at
their best when using guife. You may roll (but not keep) addi-
thonal dice equal 1o your Stealth Skill on any artack roll against
an opponent who & unaware of your presence or who cannot
SO Yol

RANK 4: STRIEE OF THE SNAPPING TURTLE

TOGASHI KOkUjIN, FTROPHET OF THE DARK LOTUS

SCHOOL RANK: Thiee Ooders Tattooed Man 5 /
Student of the Tao 2

CILORY: —£.0 (Infamous) STATLS: NAA HoNOR:-0n

The Tortoise hones his attacks until they are almost oo 25t o
follow, denying the enemy a chance 1o strike back. You may
now make an additional anack per round. Additionally, you
may add twice your Sicalth Skill 10 vour TN to Be Hit.

RANK 5: CRASH OF THE OCTEAN'S WAVES

A Tomoise sailor knows the pitch and roll of the sea. By syn-
<hrontzing his own rhythm with the thythm of Water, he can
upend an opponent. On your next successiul attack, If vour at-

tack roll exceeds your opponent's (Earth + Insight Rank) x 5, he
I knocked prone.

Way of the
Shadowlands

Dalgotsu has ssued a command to his followers: the Lost are
mow af peace with Rokugan. Those who owe fealty to the Dark
Lord acknowiedge the necessity. The Lost suffered greatly un-
der luchiban's nibe. Marry Bloodspeakers and Dabaot=u samuns
died fighting one another, and the City of the Lost tself was
severely damoaged Ourside the city, the monstrous denizene of
the Shadowlards have become more active. and these creatures
case lietde for the lives of mortals even i they honor Fu Leng,
Thus the Dark Londs followers have tumed their attention fo-
Ward recovery.

The Dark Lord finds it somewhat disturbing that 50 many of
hils followers have willingly allied themsehees with Crab samisral.
Thouph he has not forbidden his samuri to take such action in
delense of thelr city, he belleves thil the Crab cannot be trusted.
His personal experiences with Kuon have led him to conclude
that the Crab Champlon cannot be brought 10 compromise.

Forunately, there exists a hero who hag been known ta del
with the Shadowlands on occasiont Hida Klsad.

Yalinden has already naticed (he divigions between Kuon
aned his grandiather. The Crab Clan stonds divided besween the
Iwior leaclers, It is only a matter of time before one questions the
authorlty of the other, and the Crab's unity begins [oerumble. 1
rumars that the Mantis have promised the Crab fresh supplics
of gai|in ade are true, then the Lost must do all they can o sub-
thy play upon the divisions bebween these rwo laders before a
significant as=aulr can be mounted against thelr cine

Ned ks Fires 4 Water: 4 e
Beflerr § Lplny d Stremgrh 3 3
Shadowlands Taint 2.2

AIMNVANTAGES: Combar Reflexes, Daredevil, Death Tiar -
Great Diestirry, Hands of Sione, Heartless, Inner Gilt (Lesser
Prophecy), Lamgpe. Tamashii \

DISADVANTAGES: Ascetic, Bad Reputation (Murderer], Dark:
Fale, Fascination (Fu Lengs Name), Inscosliive, Nemesie
(Topgashi Mitsu) N

TATTOOS: Bat, Cloud, Blaze, Crab, Full Moon, Ocean

KAHO: Dreaking Blow, Cleansing Spirt, Earh Flst, Grasp
Earth Dragon, Heart of Stone, Kharmie Stelke, Self / No Self

SHADOWILANDS MOWERS: Child of Darkness, Bload de it
Hen, Pratection of the Diack

SKILLS: Anatoswy (Torture) 5, Artlsan: Tattoolng 6, Athlet
(Climbing) 5, Divination (Astralogy, Omens) 6, Hunting:
vival, Tracking] 4. Investigation {Notiee) 3, lujuisu 7, Kenju
(Katana, Wakizashi) 5, Lore: Shadowlands 6, Medicine (Hes
allsm, Wound Treatment] 5. Meditation (Vold Recovery,

7. Spelicrait l:.\hl-.\n-l S.c:h.h: Thealogy (Shintao) 4

A2 J
In the lands of the Drapon TClan, there ls one name tha inspines®
greater jear and conizmpe than even Fu Lengs. That name
“Kokujin."

Kokujin was bom a tamashil, one af the fow ﬂnﬂﬁrmmii
s & vessel (or Togashis immorial spirt. He denied his desti -5¢
unwilllng to give up hiz own file for a gad (oo pathetic o 3 i
Inls own end. Realizing that the tattoo maglc and kiho Ihlt
jashi had taught him granted him the ability to purily his
body and soul, anujlu embarked wpon o dardng plan — 1o
ter the power of two pods, foumeying (nto the Shadowlan
Invited Fu Lengs Talnt into himsell, Using Dragon purlficatia
technigques, he prevented the Taint from ever seizing cnmh'li! L
ol s soul, turmling Togashi and Fu Lengs Influenee ugﬂlﬂsm :
anather. I8

Yet 1o say that Kokulin has resisted Fu Lengs Influence is nob
to say that he is not evil. Kokujin is personally responsible
trall of murder, pain, and misery thist spans decades, &
from the High House of Light to the City of the Lost. He clai
a curlous (riendshlp with the Dark Losd, Dafgotsu, and
mangls his own cult of maric deomeayers. To the Dagon
ithere i§ no criminal more desercing of dedth. He even persoe
ally battled Togashi Satsu cnce. and Inved 1o tell the tale.

To Kokugin, the Dmgoa’s dreams of vengeance matter [
Satsu HmﬁrmeﬂmRﬂ:wnmmnwﬂﬂ =
rure. Kokujin has sloo seen what les ahead for Rokugan, 2
the visions have brought 2 smile to his painted bace, 4
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Benefit: =i Slamina

Honoe: 1.0

Skills: Decelt, Hunting. [iufutse, Kenjutsy (Katanal, Kyu-
jutsu, Lorne: Shadowlands, amy Bugel Skil

Outhit: Katini, wakizashl, bow and 20 armows {any tvpe),
ay L weapon, lght or keavy armor klineno and sandals, tray-
eling pocks 2 koku

TECHNIQUES

FAMEK 11 FURY OF THE FORSAKEN

When on the ollensive, the Lesionnalies strike b powerful and
overwhelming. Il the Lecionnaire sucocsslully strikes an ene
that enermy does nod pain

[ him due 10 hig comba Postorne

RAME 2 JIGOEUS TALONS

' Legionnalie begins raw 0 the powes of darkness
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P o ¢ Leponnaire adds aoadlancks Taint Rank

¥ 1 S . 5

Bl N eSS = DoEaks i M Somibr

RANEK 4; DEVOURING WRATH

By the power of Fu Leng, the Legionnaire fecds on the souls of

the fallen. Any tHme the Lepionnaire kills an opponent in melee,
he immediately regains 2k1 Wounds, This can potentially grant
adddittonal Wounds beyond his normal maximum; any excess
Wounds last for only (three rounds. The Leglonnalre paing an
other Shucdowlands Power of his cholee.

MOLLECT SO
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“Afh 5: GLORY OF THE NINTH_ hAM|
The essence of cosruption surmounds the Leglonnaire, perme-
ating all he touches. The Legionnatres Wounds on each level
are increased by his Shadowlands Taint Rank. By touching amy
body kilked within the last minue and channeling 10 of his own
Wounds into the corpse. he may reanimuate the body a<a mind-
fcuis Undead under his control (see pape 283 of the LSR Third
Edition Rulchook). The Legionnalre may pol command more
than five such Uindead af a time, and they retum 1o death afwer
Twenty-four hours.

New Shadowlands Kata

Blood of Innocents

I"REFARATION TIME: 25 minutes
DIURATIOMN: 180 minuies

[ust as the Crab are skilled ab battling the ereatures of the Shad-
ovlands, sohave the Lost become ddepl at destroying any lie
untouched by their dark master

ILARK: Dalpotsu’s Leplon 2

COST: 2

SPECIAL The bushl must have af least one Rank of Shadow-
lands Tainl to use this Technique

EFFECT: The bushi may add his Shadowlands Taint Rank 1o all
his attack and damape 1otals against enemies with no Shadow-
Lands Taint.

Fu Leng's Fury

PREPARATION TIME: 10 minutcs
DURATION: 120 minuies

This k= the mos poweriul kata yet devised by the Lost A
swordsman using this stance is patient, wailing for the proper
time when his soengh waxes and his enesy’s defense wanes
At that tdme. he explodes with dark enerples. annihilating all
dhebe e,

HAME: Dalgotsu's Legion

COST: 6

SPECIAL: The bush! must have o least one Rank of Shadow:
lameds Taknt touse this Technique, Must be used with a katana,
EFFLCT: The first thime any of the bushls damape dice explades
against an oppenent while this katn iz active, all of hils damage
e ure Increased by his Shadowlands Talnt Rank. 1F multiple
dice explode on a single roll, the ellects are cumulative. Alter
this kKatn takes effect, none of the bushls dice can explode for
a number of rounds afterward equal 1o his Shadewlands Taini
Manks molled 10% remain 10,

Way of the Emperor

After the death of Shinseds hetr Rosotu, the Imperial milies
are move divided than ever The Shogun's (cllowers blame Nase-
mu's shugenja for being urable o ward the culer balls of the pal-
ace from Bloodspeakers. The Emperors supponers blame the
Shogun’s sokdiers for fadfing o protect Rosoku quickly enough,
Waseru and Kancka zre bath abeve petty finger-pointing, bur
bath have sensed that the division beween them has decpened.
Maserd knows that the Gozokd consplrdey has not been com-
pletely exposed, and ke suspacts that many of its members now
acdd thele volees to Kaneka's growing chorus of supposters.

Both brothers fear that the pallileal divisions between them
will explode Into vislence. For the time belng, nelther wanis that
fo oecun, They remember thelr sister Tanid Teudmos sacnfice,
ane the promises they made (e one another, Kineka does nat
truly want the responsikilities ol the throne, and Maseru does
nol truly want o abandon hope that Kanela will ane diy prove
1o become a loyal subject.

Sczaru, as ahvavs, remains the outsider. Though he serves
Nascru distifully, the Woll disapproves of the feud between the
two brothers. As thelr dispuie despens, Sezan: bejins 1o ponder
if his magic is strong coough 10 iorce peace between the Em-
peror and Shopun, o iff he should retreat from the public eye al-
together and abamdor s bvothers to their amogant squabites.

The Path of the Lotus Player Voie
Since the inception of Lagend of the Fhve Rings. players tave al-
ways had a profound effect upon the course of the gamc’s story.
Generally, this nas seen in the colleciible cand  game. and the
role-plinving gime has had only limited Influcnce.

In an efion to chanpe his, this is the e in a seres of polls
to our REG players. [ust answesr the following question and mail
vour msults to lotuspoll@aldesac.com, Votes that do not have a
Subject line of “Path of the Lotus Pell® will not be counted. I
yoau da ot have email access, then simply mail your answer to;

Puth of the Lotus Poll

o AEG

045 Clucst] Toad, Suiwe #212
Chtarte, California 91741

The pall I8 as fallows:
Which of the followlng villaing from L3R histony would you

wani a8 the subject of 3 major online adventure?

Al Tsultuto

B} The Maw

C) Haniel XV, the Sieci Chresanthemum
L)) Yopo Junsa

E) Moto Teume

Fl Muhomono, the Oge Dutl=w

Votes must be received by December 15, 2005,




“TO REMEMBER HISTORY IS A FINE THING
'O CREATE TOMORROW'S HISTORY
[S SOMETHING MUCH GREATER.
- TOTURI [SUDAO

The Splendid Emperor, Toturi I, is dead. Though his reign was not always peace-
ful, he is remembered as one of the Empire’s most courageous rulers. He was a
man of honor and principles, willing and able to hold together the divisive Great
Clans of Rokugan, sometimes through sheer force of will.

With Toturi’s death, his reign passes to the Empress, the Oracle of the Void.
But she vanishes without naming a successor, and Toturi’s four children begin o
vie with one another over their father's Empire. The conflict of the Four Winds
will shape the future of the Empire.

And when one of Toturi's heirs takes the throne, he will find his trials are only
beginning.

The Four Winds: The Toturi Dynasty from Gold to Lotus Edition contains:

* Complete timelines and histories for over nine years of continuity, describing
the Gold and Diamond story arcs of the L5R Collectible Card Game.

* NPCs, adventure hooks, and full adventures that will allow you to use this
period of Rokugan's history in your own campaign — cither as the focus of your
ongoing adventures or as background flavor in your own plots.

* The setup for the upcoming Lotus — or Dark Lotus — Edition story ar¢ of the
CCG and RPG.

* Advanced Schools and New Paths, allowing divergent methods of advance-

ment for existing characters or epic Rank Techniques for extremely powerful
characters.

This is a sourcebook for the Legend of the Five Rings Role-Playing Game, Third
Edition. Players of the L5R CCG may also find it useful as a reference guide for
the story arcs presented within. You only need Legend of the Five Rings, Third
Edition to use this book in your campaign.
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