
Check example
• The Slinger says they attempt

sneaking past someone.
• The Maestro decides this

requires a Check, meaning the
Slinger must “Go Fish!”

• The Slinger asks the Maestro
or the Gun if they have a
card—but they don’t.

• The Slinger draws from the
Deck, completing a Pair and
placing it in their Cache.

• The Maestro says the Check is
Hard, setting its Cost at 11.

• The Slinger pays with a 7-
Pair adding their Light On
Your Feet 2 for a total of 9.

• The Gun aids by Paying a
Single 2, tying their total
with the Cost.

• The Maestro takes the normal
success, moving the narrative
forward.

Bargains
If a player lacks Pairs, can’t pay
a Check’s Cost—or doesn’t wish to
in order to retain Pairs for
future Checks or for narrative
reasons—it becomes a Bargain.

If the player has a Face Card to
give the Maestro, the check is a
baseline success.

If they cannot or don’t want to,
it becomes a Blind Pay resulting
in Failure or Limited Success with
complications. A Bargain’s Blind
Pay is never a standard Success—it
always comes with complications.

Braids
You gain Braids by acting according
to your Agendas and Runes,
completing noteworthy tasks, doing
cool shit and failing checks.

You always gain a Braid when
failing a check.

The Maestro may give you Braids as
they see fit. (If GM-less, give
each-other Braids when characters
lean into their Runes and Agendas).

Face Moves
King: A symbol of luck used to
succeed any Check including the
other player’s.

Queen: Thrive in every
environment and can be Paired
with any (non-face) Single
matching it to produce a Pair.

Jack: Know a good deal when they
see it, play one any time to draw
3 cards.

Aces: Always good to have up your
sleeve, paying with one is a
Major Success with an extra
effect from this list:

• You gain extra insight, pose a
question to the table and
collaboratively answer.

• You gain or maintain the upper
hand, determined
collectively.

• Your result improves
remarkably, describe how.

You are a land dweller whose life
took an unprecedented turn as your
soul synchronized with a Mech. You
were irreversibly changed, serving
as its Core.

You kind’s lot is enslavement and
exploitation by Sky Sovereigns if
they have any say—and they have for
a very long time. As a Pilot, you’re
an affront to their senses. If you
(and your Mech) will not bow they
will crush you under their heel.

Together, you and the Mech can make
a, previously unattainable, life.
Will you choose survival or turn
your eyes heavenward to self-styled
gods’ thrones?
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PilotPilotPilotPilot
PilotPilotPilotPilotPilotPilotPilotPilot

Name
pronouns
look

Assign2,1,and0toeach.
AddyourStatvaluetothevalueofwhatyou
payforCostsandChecks.

Stats

moves

grit

word

fire

Heartofthe
machine
Reachingthroughthebondyougrant
yourselfandyourMechnewpower.
Beforedrawingacard,
declareaValue.Ifthecard
drawnisequaltoorwithin
twopointsofit,youandyour
Mechrestore2Assimilation.
Ifyoudrawafacecard,put
itatthebottomandre-draw.

Sixmilliongods&
devils
YouimposeyourwillupontheGod-Code
drawinguponitsstrength.
Youproduceweaponry,toolsor
gear(youchoose)usingyour
Mech’snanomachinecolonies.
Thehigherthevalue,the
betterqualityormore
producedlastingValuedays.
Ifyoudrawafacecard,put
itatthebottomandre-draw.

Sky’sthelimit
Yousurrender,briefly,totheTwist.Ifyou
surviveunscathed,yougainalittlepower.
Drawthreecardsatrandom
fromthedeckafter
declaring:asingleValueor
specificfacecard.Ifyouget
one,putitinyourdeck.If
twoappear,placethemin
yourhand.Discardtherest.

ChooseoneMove.Drawarandomcardfromthedeck
andchecktheresults.

Playerssharea“health”pool.Wheneveronetakesahitorsuffersinjury,the
otheralsomarks1Wound.
IfallWoundsaremarkedandsomeoneishitagain,clearallWoundsand
bothMechandPilotmark1Assimilation.Allphysicaldamage
instantaneouslyheals—includinglostlimbsandwreckedsystems.However,
thePilot’sbodytransformsandtheMechadaptsanincreasinglybestial
appearance.

Wounds

braids

integrity

assimilation

Spend1Integritytodrawupon
yourchangednature.Youmay
hardenyourskinandbecome
temporarilyimperviousortriple
yoursightpasthumancapacity
orignoretheneedtoeator
drink,shiftingyourappearance…
anythinggoeswhensubsuming
yourhumannaturefortheGod-
Code’spower.

Ifyouwishtomanipulateyour
body’snanomachineswithfull
Integrity,youmaytake1Wound.

BeginwithfivepointsofIntegrity.Restoreyour
IntegritybyResting:regain½usedIntegrity,
SpendingaSingle:RegainValueIntegrity.

Spend5Braidsto:CreateanewTrinketorTool,
Declareanewfactabouttheworld,orclearamarked
Assimilation.Spend10Braids:Giveyourselfanew
stat,startingat0.Spend15Braids:Raiseastatby
1(maximum3).RaisetheirmaxIntegrity,Thecostis
currentIntegrity+3.Spend20Braidstoraisebothof
theirAssimilationcapsby1.Thiscostcanbesplit
andpaidtogether.(Bothcanpay10,onecaypay15
andtheother5,etc.)


