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GURPS Time Travel
CURPS Time TTlll'el is thc complelc guide 10

dimcn"tion·hopping ad\cnturc. Now GURPS plnyers can lie
all their campaign., togcther ... adventuring across lime. or
in parallcl univc~e~. 10 visit every GURPS worldbook e\'cr
publi'hed.

GURPS Alternate Earths
The Aztecs conquered Europe? The Confederate Slate,

of America won Ihe Civil War? The Talis occupied U.S.
l,;oil? Six ahemalc histories and their respeclive timeline ... UTe
fully ne<hed-oUl and ready for GURPS Time Tr"rel or
world·hopping adventure. Altemale Earths has gadgel' thai
sllOultf hm'e been in\'ented. lOiS of new chmncler type, li\...c
Ihe Cyber·Samurai. a look at inlerdimcnsional tmde. and
guidelines for creming your own alternate eanhs!

GURPS Swashbucklers
Come to the age of the SW3 hbucklcr, when the world

\\3' wide and fonuncs could be made in an afternoon of
smoking cannons and bloody cutlasses!

Pir.;ucs. Musketeers and Highwaymen all come alive in
thi~ GURI'S worldbook of romantic adventure from
Eli"'bc'h I '0 Napoleon. Rules and background given
include: ~hip combat. bind powder wC3pons. expanded
fencing rules. cutlasses. chandeliers. codes of honor.
duelling. compulsive gambling nnd all the other c1a...sic
elcll1cllls of <1 good swashbuckling time!

GURPSjapan
E:tpericnce the rigid ctiqucuc of the Empcror'~ courl.

the delicate beauty of the lea ceremony and the sav'1gc
pleasure of viewing the severed heads of your encmic't.

You can Mand on either side as the explorers from the
We~l meet the ancient Empire of the Rising Sun. Magic
and swordplay. power and poetry. beauty and terror - all
3wait yOlI in GURPS Japan, Second Edition!

GURPS Alternate Earths 2
What if Imperhll China hnd becomc an intercontinental

pO\\er? \Vhat if Islnm had supplanted the innucnce of
Christianity? What if Ihe Vikings had founded a world­
spanning empire?

Alterrrate Earths 2 presents even m re alternate
hi..,toric~ from the autho~ of GURPS Alteruote Earths.
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INTRODUCTION
The Roman Empire was the most imprcs~i\'c civilization the Western World has

ever seen. Never before - and never since - have so many different nations. peoples.
and cultures been united under a single government. Rome is legendary for the might
of its legions. ils decadent nobility. and !.he barbaric blood sports thai entertained its
people. The Roman world is rich in adventure. intrigue. and history - clements from
which nearly any type of campaign can spring.

Several science fiction and fantasy empires have been patterned aflcr Rome - why
not base a campaign on the original Evil Empire'! Rome can be depicted as either a
heroic naliDn where stoic citizens did their dUly wilh the delcnnination of Japanese
l>amur.Ji. or as a corrupt destructive society (0 resist or (rom which protagonists must
e~apc ... or join if thm\ where thcir pas.-.ions lie,

This book dcscribes Rome from its humble beginnings through the Republican
days. thc rise of lhe Empire. and the days of its division and downfall. This book pro­
vides scvcml character IYpes. along wilh ad\'Uluages. disad\'antages. and skill~ appro­
priate to the ROnlan period. Also described in detail are thc Imperial legions. the arena
games. the cily of Rome. and the many provinces unitcd under the massivc empire.

Greal battlcs. counly intrigue. cloak-and-dagger aClion. and deadly arena IighlS
awail as you enler the greatest Empire in the world.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
C.J, Carella's lovc affair wilh GURPS began with lhe publication of Mall to Mall.

and he has nevcr looked b:ICk. His fascination for Roman history dales back even fur­
ther. and owcs much to lhe works of David Drake and Harry Tunledovc. C.J. has a B.A.
in Medicval Hislory from Yale University. His hobbics/obsessions includc science lie­
lion and fama.<;y. comic books. and gaming. all of which he laughingly calls "research
material."

Born in New York, c.J. ha... lived in Peru. Vene,lUcla. and Conneclicut. in lhal ordcr.
His wriling credits include GURPS Martial Arts. GURPS Voodoo. Witchcra!t.
Armageddoll. NightspawII. and many anicJes in Roleplayer and Wllire Wolf.

boulGURPS
St~ J kson Games is commilled 10

full ~uPP.O" of the: GURPS $)llem. Our
lKIdre~s ~ 5J Games. Box 1895'7. Auslin.
TX 78700. Please include. a 5e1f·addres.~.

stamped en\'elope (SA E) any time )'ou
... ntc us! ResourttS now Il;vailable Include:

P\fQ/f'id (~·ww.sJgame$.romIPframkl).

Our onhl)C mlguine incltKks ne\If rules and
article... !DC' GURPS. It abo CO\'trs all the
hobb)', top games - AND, TNJI't'llu,
World iiI DarknUI, Call of Icthulhu,
,<;hodOl"l1In and many mort' - :lnd other 51
G:uT1('S ~leases like In No",j"l, I/\'WO.
Cor nan. Too", Dgrt, and I'l)()fC And
PIn/mId subscriben also ha\'e occess to
pla)'l~t files online, to see (andl comment
on) new boob before they're relehsed.

N,. ~ supplt!m~nl.f tJnd tJtil·t!nfufl's.
GURPS continues 10 grow. and .... e'll be
h3ppy to et you know ~hafs new. Acum:nt
catalog If available for an SASE, Or check
001 our Web site (below).

ErraTa. E\'eryone makes mlslaLes,
Includmg us - but we do our best to filt our
erro,.... Up-to-dale emua shee\s ror 311
GUNI'S rc.leascs. including this booL. are
31.... a)'s ariJabJc. rrom SJ Garnes: be sure to
II"K'"1udc ~ SASE Wilh )'our rG:!uc...t. Or
dov. nlood the:m from the Web - see bclCM

Q.M1 We do our best to ~sllo'er any
game question accompanied by u SASE.

Gum<r input. We \'alue your &mments.
we wllI consider them. not only for new
prodoct~; bul also when we uptbtO thlS book
on laler printings!

In/,.,,~t. Visit us on the World Wide
Web at w",w~games.rom ror an ~Ime cat­
alog. efT1ta. updates. and hundreO. of pages
of mfonrlation. We also IUl\"e conftrcnccs on
Compu"o/''C: and America Online. GURI'S
ha~ 11-' own Usc.ncl group. too:
rce.gun~.frp.gurps.

GURPSnct. Much of the online dISCUS'

Slon of qURPS happens on this e-m:JJllist.
To JOin. ,"Coo mail to m3jordomb@lOrom
1lo'1Ih "\ubscr1be GURPSnct·L" in lhe body.
or pomt your Wocld Wide Web ro~'5er to
~u rpsnei.sJgamts.COmI.

Thr GlJRPS I..pni«l ROInI \l;d) Jligt IS al

..·..·...sjgarnes.ronVlurps1boob'lmptrialn>IM.

PAGt: Rt:l-"f.REN F.S
Sec GURPS Compendium I, p. 181. fOf

II IIsl of fbbreviations for GURP~ Ilties. Of

fOf the mosl m:tnl list. visil our Web Silc at
~ ~-\O".sj~amts.romlgurpsla bbrtvs.hlml.

Rules and $Ial.iSlics in this book are
'pe<'lfically for the GURPS Rosie S~t, Thin!
Edition Reliud. Any page ~fefCnce lhat
begm, ....ith a 8 refen to lhe GURPS Basic
St' - c)g.. p. 8102 rtKans p..~02 or the
HQ.fic S". Page rdt:rences that ~gin .....ith
(I Ind~..-GURP "COMp'-iiiliu", I. Tl

rer,~ I /U. 'I ,)



Rome was the name of both the mighty Emrire
and of the city that spawned it. For most 0 its
citizens, the two were the same. "All roads lead to
Rome" was a literal truth; the innumerable paved
highways that linked the Empire had the Imperial
city as their ultimate destination.
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At ill, peak, Rome had mcr onc million inhabitants - a great city by the standards
of any era, and one of ll~esome proportions at TL2. To keep that many people housed,
fcd, and provided with fre~h water ~as a feat of engineering and civil planning that
would nOI be matched for centurie.... The inhabitants came from all pans of the Empire
and beyond, making it :IS eO!olllopoliltln <'13 pre..cl1t-day New York, 'Tlleir whim~ were
carefully catered 10 fiN by the Scnale and then thc emperors, because the safcty of the
govcOIltlent depended on lheir goodwill. To insurc that goodwill. the stalCSl1len prom·
i'tCd lXII/em e, eJrt't'lI\e.f - bread and circu~5, lhe t~ 0 things that Romans mosl desired,
:lI1d, it wa.. "'ald, lhe onl) thing.. they required.

Rome i.. a perfcct '-Citing for all11o'" any type of campaign, Anything could be sold
and bought there: \i..ilOr.. and item.. from all p:lrt~ of Europe, Asia, and Africa could be
found there. Seeing a thin, dark· ...kinned Eg)'ptian bargaining ~ ith a red-haired Gaul
o\cr thc price of Chine!\C .. ilk \\a!- an un,urpri~ing 'light, In ~me ways, a (our of Rome
was a lour of lhe Empire: C\cry foreign province had somc represclllalion in lhe CiIY.
and C\cry town :lnd cit), of the Empire tricd in somc way to imitatc thc capital.

Commo"
Roman Greetings

When 1\\'0 Romllll lICqualntaoces
melon lhe SIR:et, lhe l)'pical ,reeling
.....as ""I'e!" and ~So/l'd" (~I'IIilL" and
"lIopc: you're well," respeClhely).
Fnendf ofkn followed this by .. llu on
the chOtk. People who p"sw~d 10 be:
II proolinenl CItizen's friends aho
kissed or tried 10 kiM them inlpubhc,
much 10 !be U1t'Jet's dismay. Aftcr an
e\ehll/we or plcasallU'Xs, the ~omans

dl:panc!d with .. Vall''' ("Good luck") :b

goodb~e.

Roman Virttle~
~ were cenain qUlllit S that

uemplified be.ing Roman, 10.1 5t Clll·
uns, csptXill1ly those of 8 blnh.
/ned 10 li"e up fO lhose ide31 - and
c\'('n those who did 1'll)I. paid lip o;c:..... ICC
10 thc:I,.

Obedience, hooor, lind courage
were ~ul1ble ..,-inLJeS to Inc ~oman.'l

Obc,hcnce 10 one's father. ml~IlU'Y or
MXillJ superior. or the Stllte w~ ne<:c:S­
MU)', c\'cn in !be face of unrell!iQflable
commands. DUlY was an important
roocepl. Romans weI'( supposOJ to do
theIr dUly 10 their fllmily, their chenu.,
theIr p.uons. and !he Empire Of dIe
tf} 10K

Ilooor was based 00 <loin ooc's
duty, on living im:pmachable Ii es, and
on ac~uiring ",nown, All Romans
dreamc!d aboul achieving fwnej Those
wllh the means buill monumenlf, span'
~ urena games, and endowri! chan·
tle~ 10 gain l'll)Iorlely. Soklien med 10
oolperlorm each othu f(W tbe Slime rt:1l­
,on, ftcm lowly privates c~mlb,"g

eoem) ramp:uu 10 ~ncraJs la~nchlOg

campa/gns in exotic lands, A ~Ieman
.... 00 r~hed middle a,e Wil~1 pt'f.

foolilng II ~morable deed was consld·
ered a failure.

COlll'lge and fortitlldc werr OIhc:r
Roman vinucs, Romllll nler (and
.... omen 115 well) .....ere expected 10
endure baule. privation. and f~me
odd.~ Without Oinching. 1i.k.ing ~oonds

10 one) back was I $C\·t;re dishdoor-, An
arm) un;l fhal joo.....t;d cowlUdfce "'"3.~

dccun:ued: one OUI of every Ifn men
....'1h UttuIW. If 3 Roman was lhshon·
ored 1'1 some vital way. be could par.
11(11)~ himself by-feci de:31h
wnh-bra\' ttw"js. commiuir\g SUI'

Clde: i~, ~t ~), \

EUFE r

ROMAN SOCIETY

rhe Pater Fami/ius
The lx/fer !amilim W;1\ lhe olde\l living male of tJle household. In a large f:unily.

this could mean a gre:lI-grandfather, with control O\'er three gcner.:llion~, Most people
did not live thaI long.

Thc INlier had :lbs<)luIC power over all memben. of the f,lInily, Traditionally, hc con·
trollcd alllhc property, and could sell hi.. M)ns into "lavery or kill them, This mrely hap-.
pcncd in practice, but a m:1ll ~ta)'ed under his INlfer's control, even if hc had a job and
family of hi, own, unli1the death of his cider.

Roman.. cOlhidercd thc family the mosl important component of their society, MO'I
social and political relauon!ohips were based on the family pallcm, The Cacsar was the
~uprcme father figure, parer of the whole Empire. Slavcs and women were the social
equivalelH of children, requiring the conlrol of a master to function ill the world,

THE FAMILY

'Tlle citilcn.. of Rome wcre divided into '>everal social c1as~s. E:nly in the city's hh.­
tory. lho\C divi ..ions "ere very rigid. but by the late Republic. the lines becamc blurred,
Ex-.,I:I\'c!o became powcrful and rich enough to mingle with mcmber.. of the patrician
c1tlss, and their ~on, might aspire 10 join the ari~locr.:lcy as e'l"ites, CUlling through all
MX:ial c1as'Cs wa.' the lIlfonnal in"'litution of patronage, :1 series of personal rcl:uion­
...hip... that ~epl Roman \OCiety togelher,

A1arringe
In Rome, marri:lge wm, u,ually arranged for M>Cial and economic reasons ­

romance had nothing to do with it. The IH./fercho~ the spouse for his offspring. At first.
lhe marriage pannen. had lillie choice in the maller, but lmcr on they had the right to
refuM: to lIlarry 'iomeone they found unacceptable. Of course, since the patriarch can·
trolled all other aspects of hi, children·... live.'>, hi, wishes were hard 10 refuse.

Girls married very young. u'iually bcl"eCn 12 and I~ yea" old, A girl was supplied
with a dOWry, which rcmained her propcrty cvcn if the marriage ended, Men could
marry from the :lge of 14, bUI this "as mre since the man was ...uppo...cd to be able to
take carc of hi ... new wife. 111cre often was a wide difference in age betwecn husband
and wife, allhough e:<lfCl1leS (:I 60-year-old man m,llT),jng :1 l6-yenr-old girl. for
installce) u'iuall)' inspired ridicule.



Silicide
ROdl:ll\S of high birth valued honor

rnor~ tt'an life. Suicide was I $ocillJl)'
acCtpted way of coping with dishonor
If a diSGraced RomlUl k.illed himM:'lf, h<
mltlgllllCd the harm thllt his aetibnS had
do~ Ii his family. Some cidler!> went
as far os laking !heir own Ih'Ci \l, ken
occu.scd of. crime they did rift corn·
mil; the accusation alone wa.~ <;orne·
1I1T'1eS 100 much of I bunkn. (Some
un.scrupulous people launched (als.<
chllrg~ against prominent 'omans
.....llh Ihlll purpose in mind.) fxi118 cap­
lure I~ war was another rt~n for
\ulcidq. bolh :unong Romans abd non·
Romans. because prisooen w~ oftcn
1000urcd 10 death.

Roman marriage was a legal. nOI religious. mailer. Jr a man and a wOlllan lived
together for a year. they were declared officially married. The ceremony itself was a fes­
ti\'c evcn!: thc bride. auired in a traditional white gown and orangc vcil. was presentcd
10 hcr fUlure husband. A sacrificc was offered to check for omens (this became option­
al by late Republican limcs. and rare in Impcrialtimcs). followcd by the !ligning of the
marriage COnlract, which had to be witnessed by 10 people.

Tile Role of Women
Women had the Slaws of children in early Romc. They were considcred unable to

lake care of Ihemselvcs and wcre supposed to alwllys havc male guardians providing for
them. A woman was under thc control of thc pmer!lImilills until !lhc married. when shc
became thc ward of hcr husband. Occasionlllly. a male relativc was appoinled as
guardian to protect her from an abusivc husband.

On thc other hand. a marricd woman. or /1ltllnJlIlI. usually took carc of all the house­
hold affairs.•md in well-to-do families was in control of sc\'cral scrvants and slaves. In
many cases. !lhc also took care of all financial matters. due to Ihe tr..tditional Roman dis­
taste for business.
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If • Roman with SUlIU$ 2t foctS
CllplUra by the enemy. or hIlS ~n con·
\ IClt<! pf. rtUljor crime (treason aglllnq

the Stille. for instance). he may pllcmpl
SUICIde. This is most common if'!lerc IS

\'cry hnk hope of~ or n..-demp­
lion. Characte~ with Fanaucism Of the
Roman Code of Honor (see p. i6) may
opt 10! commit suicide evenl,f the
charge, are unjustiti& Roll ag:uMI
Will UJ~Jm'pulsts~

Roman women. at least Ihose of Ihc upper c!a.'\'1,CS. also practiced cOIllr..tceplion.
This is known because of the measures sc\'eml Emperors passed to increase birth rntcs
among cilil.cns. There were effective mcthods. although abslenlion may havc been one
of Ihcm. Freed from thc burden and the danger of conslantly bearing children. women
livcd longer and had more frecdom for othcr pursuits.

Children
From birth. children wcre at the mcrcy of thc paler Jalt/i!ias. The childbirth ritual

emphasized this - the newborn was bathcd and depositcd at the fcct of the father. who
Ihen look thc child in his anns. By doing this. he c1aimcd the child and accepted respon­
!libility for it: otherwise Ihe child was rejccled and abandoned. During the carly history
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of Rome. and e\'en throughout the Imperial period. unwwued children were left 10 die in
the wilderness or by the side: of a road. The practice of exposure dates back 10 the ori·
gins of Rome (the legendary founder. Romulu . had himself been abandoned), Exposure
was prohibilCd during the Imperial period. but poor families often abandoned their
babies nonetheless. Sla\'e sellen: often ~Jed neighborhoods where new -orphans­
might be found. looking for babies that could lum a profit in the sla\'e market.

Even di.scounling the practice of exposure. infant mortality "''as \'ery high - medical
condilion ",ere mil \-ety primilive. This tended 10 make Romans cherish their sun;ving
children. Rich families. hov."e\'Cf'. left the care of children to sla\'cs (usually or Greek
ancestry), Wealthy children were gi\'en a slave who acled as a companion and leacher.

Childhood for a male ended officially al age 16. in 11 ceremony where he: look off
his childhood toga (made<! with a red stripe) and wore a plain one. the logo l'irilis. He
was then gh'en .II haircut and shaved. the hair saved in a small urn.

ROMAN SOCIAL CLASSES
Roman society was divided into three main classes (nol counting slaves). Class dis·

linctions were at first very firm. but by Imperial limes they hDd blutTed. and men whose
grandfathers had been plebeians or even slaves could join the Senate. SliII. mosl noble
Romans looked down on lheir social inferiors. and had Iiule respect for the "new men"
who had risen to their position. As in most socielies. wealth was a major detenninant or
~lalUS.11lerc were enormou discrepancies in wealth - men.such as eras us had estates
worth hundreds of millions of scsterces. while a plebeian earned less than 11 thousand
sesterccs a )ear (see MOI1e)'. p. 39).

The Patricians
The p:uricians were. in theory. direct descendants of the families thai helped found

Rome. Most patricians could trace their ancestrY into the annal of myth - the lulii
Caesares. for example. claimed 10 descend from the gods themselves!

Patricians were barred from commerce. which was considered degrading 10 lnIe
ariSlocrats. To in\'CSt in a business affair. a patrician had to hire an agent. The wealth of
the patrician was in lhe land he owned. which was supposed 10 be his main source of
income. To qualify as a membcr or the patrician class. a man had 10 own property worth
1.000.000 scslerces. Patricians wore a loga with a brood purple stripe.

The noble class had the responsibilily to scl'\'e the stale both in the anny (as an offi·
cer) and in public service. as 11 senator. high government official. or priest. Patricians were
a \'ery select group within the Senale; only patricians could nllify laws from the popular
assembly. even after other social classes were able to enler the Senale. To be allowed 10
join the Senate. a patrician had to first become a cily magistrate (Qua~slor). after which
he aUlom3ticaJly became a member unlil Imperial times (after that. membership \lo'llS

hereditary and by appoinlment only). Other positions. such as the uibuneships. were open
10 men of all classes. TIley were still controlled by the patricians because gO\'emmenl
posts did not have a salary; without pay. a functionary had to be wealthy 10 afford the posi·
tion. (More on Roman offtceS can be found in the Hislor)' chaptet. p. 45.)

The Equestrialls
The equestrian class (also called tquil~s) comprised members of noble binh one

le\'el below the patricians. Their name came from the facl that in early limes members
of this class. being able to afford a horse. fought mounted. Unlike the patricians. the
members of the equestrian rank were ooc forbidden to participale in commerce. and sev·
era! of its members became eXlremely wealthy. As they grew in power. some equestri­
ans married into patrician families and joined the Senale. Eqjlit~s could also join the
Senate after Quaestorship and an election. or an appointment.

Suicide
(Continued)

Romall News Serv ·ces
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Foreigners
nlere were many non-Romans living in Ihc city of Romc. Most non-eilil.cns came

from the Roman pro\'incc~ that had l10t been grJl1ted full rights: there were \"ery few cit­
i/.el\~ from non-Romanized areas. Tho:.e from the same areas tended to congregate in
the cily. luming their neighborhoods into colonies - lhere was a "lillie Egypt" a "lillie
Greece:' and M) on. Foreigncrs did nOl have to pay certain laxes. but were barred from
Roman public omce~ and the regular army (although they could sclVe as auxiliaries).
Thcy also could not appeal the decillions of provincial go\"cmors and other officials.

The Pleheialls
The plebeian~were non-noblc, free Roman citil.cI1~. TIley mngcd from rich traders

and artisan .. 10 !lmall fanners and bu~inessmen to the unemployed men who 3uIVived on
lhe grain dolc and thc charity of their palrons. The plebeians made up the bulk of
Romc·.. amlics and during the Republican times h:ld !lOme political power. Plebeians
could occupy posilions in the govemment. bul since the highesl posts were not paid.
only lhe richest of the IJlebs were able to do so. I>lebcians wore bleached togas.

An equeslrian had to own propeny wonh at leasl 400.000 SCSlcrces. At first Ihis was
a hercditary class. but by thc Imperial period mcn could be adruillcd into the order by
the Emperor. They wore a narrow purple Siripe on lheir logas. The equcslrians served as
military lribones in the anny or as the prefects of an auxiliary corps. Aflcr military scrv­
icc thcy could be gmnlcd procur:Horships. a high position in the eivil service. The
Emperor could also appoint a vClemn equile to the Senate. if his career mcrilcd it.

Slaves
Slavcry becamc common in Romc after thc conquests of the Rcpublic during the

M...~ond century B.C. Captured people... from thc Greek and eaSlem lands. Gaul, and
Africa were enslaved by the thousands. By the lime of the Empire, Rome was a slave
society. A large ponion of all work was done by slaves. who made up almosl a third of
ROllle'~ population. Romc's economy was based all lhe cheap labor produced by this
llystem.

Originally. 1l1:IVCS wcre acquired as war caplivcs. but after the Empire cxpanded 10 ils
limits. Ihe supply was reduccd. Occasionally. a rebellion in a province would result in a
temporary glut in the market as lhousands of prisoners were shipped to lhe lliave markeL...
but lhi!> wID. rare. The sons of slave women wcre also considered slaves. Poor families
often ab:mdoned their children (sec p. 6). which lhen were snapped up by slave traders.
Some crimes were punishcd by slavc labor. usually in thc worst places. such as mines.

Sla\'~ had no righlS - they were propeny. 10 be dillposed of as their ma."ter wished.
They could be Mlld. mutilated. or killed. Slave... in private houses were regularly beaten
whcn they did not perfonn their duties wcll. In the mines or in fanning work-gangs. liv­
ing conditions were brutal.

Slaves endured puni3hlllcntihat was equally scvere. The penalties for running away
included branding with a hot iron or being forct."{) to wear a heavy metal collar at all
times. For othcr crimes, penalties could include death by crucifixion or being senl to the
arena. If any sl:l\'e murdcred his maSlcr. all the slaves in the hou~hold could be put 10

death.
These 1:IWS were intended to prevent slave rebellions: Romans were tcrrified of a

potential uprising. For instance. a proposal that all sla\'es should wear a special gamlent
so they could be recognil.ed was repealed on the grounds thai then lhe slaves would dis­
covcr how numerous they were. which mighl lead to a rebellion. Spanacus' uprising
(sec sidebar. p. 94) was remembered wilh fear. But the laws must have worked. because
there were no major slave revolts during the Imperial period.

City EIICollllterf
Some encounters may be a 'lUmor­

GUS dlJtraclion. while othc.-rs ma} be
hfe-threatening and even form the core
of lin athenlufC'.

Trt'ICAL Tml!I'
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hOle pr the day in Rome, hom
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"'lIh ItlOfc dangerous thugs (see
SiCUfllb-. belOVo').

Pn:JWerous-looking individual~ mllY
lind ''rmsclves acCOSted by 5C\'t'1'll1
)'OUIM, some asking (or rnonc.~ ",hlle
others try 10 pick the victim's pOd,CI

Pedestrians may witneSS a failed rob­
bery attempt. with the thief runnmg
dlla:t1J at them. Helping llpprt~nd a
cnmmal may earn the lhe gralilldc of II
merchant. Aid!n, thc 1M!'! might male
them 11 friend with undcl"4'orld rontacl\,

but IS rt'IClre likely to cause trouble

Ild'la"lag6S: Eilhcr Conlbat Rc­
nC)\CS Of Alcf'lnes5 +3.

f)jsodIYJltlag¥s: Dead Drolci Grt'Cd~
Youth.

Skills: Br:awling-I2JSleahh-ll.
CllIlIbinl' 12JKnife·12; Fasl-1'all-131
l.odpr.::liJn8·12: Pickpod:et-q. RUIl­
1l1llg·10; SlfCeIwise· 13.
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The lrcmmenl of slavcs was noe consistcntly bad, howc\cr. Houo;chold slaves. e~pc­

clall) lhose "00 were born and rai~'<I in the house ",th their mastcrs' children. "cre
oflcn l.realed "cll and became close friends and confidanl~ of their ov.ncrs. Dunng the
Imperial period. laws "ere pas~ 10 bener the loe of sla\cs. Casual killing of sla\cs
became murder during the reign of Emperor Claudius. Slaves" ere nO( all<w. ed to m3tr)
but c\cntuall) they could lI\c as hu\band and "ife. Although lhe) "cre no! paid for their
"ark. sla\es could recei\c tiPS or cam nlOne) in their free lime, and Iflhe) ~\ed enough
money. ttlC') could bu)' their frttdom and that of lhelr children. Whc=n a paler familia.!
died, <;C\'cral of the older or more dcsef\lng sla\cs could be freed. as dctcrmmed b) thc
dcad man's Will. Many sla\cs "cre fn.--ed during the Imperial penod (probably becau<;c
II was chcaper 10 keep thcm as chcnls Ihan 10 pa) for their room and boord). A frecdman
held a client-patron relationship" \th hi~ fonner master (sec bela"). The ex-slave did not
h:t\'c Ihc righls of a full Roman citllen - but his sons did. B) (he end of the second cen­
IUry A.D.. it is believed thm mo)( Roman cllizens were the de'Cendanls of slave...

PATRONS AND CLIENTS
Sincc before the Republic. Ihe practice of patronage had been an imponanl pan of

Roman lifc. By the timc of the Empire. il had becomc the "a)' of doing bu~inc.." for
c\erythmg from famil)' maller-to foreign policy. The Emperor "as Ihe ultimale patron:
from l.hc Caeur to the lasl free citilen. almost e\cry man m the Cit) walt somebod)'"
patron and In lurn someone el<;c'~ client.

There was an infonnal but bindmg 'iel of duue~ and nght\ bct"een a palron and a
client. Clients "ere supposed to sec their palron. usual!) once a da). to pa) thclr
respects. TIle) "ere also expectt.'d to help their patron. paS!\ along an) mfomlation Ihal
nughl affect him. and in general ..how their \Uppon. Patron, u,u311) rc"anled the dail)
appearance of their clienls "'llh a small amount of (none). P<w.crful patrono; reciprocal­
ed In more important W3)5. For Instance. a cit)' maglstra(c "ould uo;uall)' award build­
ing contracb 10 his clients: the c1ienl\ "ould be cxpected 10 abe) an) reasonable reque<;1
for as!illstance in relurn.

In some "3)S, this systcm was like "Ihe
old boys' nct"ork" Ihat e,isL.. in England
and Ihc United Stales. In olhcrs. il ",or~cd

like the Sicilian Mafia as depictcd in Tilt'
God/allier. C1icnts wcrc somclilllc~

more loyal to thcir patrons (han (0 thc
governmcnt. Whole aflllic!\ becamc
Iheir gcner.tls' c1ienls. :md marched
against Romc ilsclf time after time.

City Encol/nters
(Continued)

MUGG£Jt (SICMllUS)

\'KlknI mugpop 0tt\A'" mtlf;1 ofacn
II mgta. uttpt In the flOOR"'C and k\\

frnjuc.1otd struts. The slami Me no4
fOI,>I, they "IU not lltad I qc or
ht;a\ II}*-armed pany. When ~ nW.c
Wlf nmoe. the robbers Vl'1I1 try to do.-.c
off ;III I\'enues of csc:;ape by l:oftlln,.
fRIffi both ends of I rwrow.wed 'There
~11t be beI... ecn 1...·0 2nd SIS S~nl

Th15 can be an occasKlRal threJI III
thhl~ acainsl the Pes. or can ~u'oCd 10
1II000\l darW moch-es. MllI}bc: lne thug,
~Cfl' mrcd $peClfially 10 lrt1oo\h lhe

p.1fI) In thaI case. lhey may bcl1l:r·
tfalocd Ind more delermined.

TI t'/c,u. S,CA.IfJS

H I~ IWI.DX 10101.IQ91·IOI; HT 10101
l\p«d 5; MO'o'e 5.
l>odge 5; Patry 6 (Knife).

AdWl"'41n: TouJhncss +1 or III~h

"",-r-.
t>isMl'4Iff4ZU: BloodluSl: Gr«d.

S:.JI\/l\.
Skills: Bl1Iwlinl-lI. Broads~ord­

II lr~ club); tUllfe-12; Slc.llh·lO.
Stree1wue-11

E,.iplifWU: 1.Irze knife (Id-Ilmp.
hi ~UII or eud~J (Id+) rnWt).

Conr~ 01'1 natpa~ ..



Patronage was a combination of traditional ritual and an cxchange of favors. For
cxamplc. a wine shop owner might have as a patron a largc wine seller. Once a day. thc
shop owner went and paid his respects. cxchangcd some pleasantries. and left. Then
suppose 3 riot broke out in the city and a mob swamled into thc wine shop and destroyed
the inventory: the shop owner would ask the patron for some credit 10 keep thc business
going. The wine sellcr would nOt do this for just anybody. but this wa.<; adient - he
would send the shop owner sc\'cral amphorae of wine to be paid when thc shop recov­
ered. By the same token. if a rival wine seller offered the same wine for a cheaper pricc.
the shop owner was expected to refuse and buy only from his patron.

This was how patronage worked in theory. C1ienJs would aCI in the beSI interest of
their patron. and he would in tum lake care of them. An enemy of the patron was 3n
enemy of all his c1ienL". In practice. the relationship was oftcn abused by one side or the
other ... most often by the patrons. Some enjoyed humiliating their clients by having
them parade with the patrons for the whole day. or by fceding thcm low-quality foods
whcn thc dicnts were invited over for din ncr.

A common patron-dient rel3tionship was that between the voters of one districi and
their magistrates. The magistrate protected his clients. who in tum always vOled for him.
This system was very similar to the "machine politics" of M)me cities in 19th-century
Amcrica.

A much gmndcr version was the relationship between whole citiel> and famous gcn­
cmls or provincial governors. And scvCT"J1 noble families kepI close ties with subdued
or allicd nations. The Scipiones (one of whom was General Scipio Africanus: sec side­
bar. p. 76). for instancc. were the patrons of scveral Spanish cities and tribes. The
Romans advised their c1iems on how to deal with their new governmcnt. and would
"Iobby" for them in the Senate. The diems returned this considcrJlion by sending
moncy and gifts. and. more imponant. by giving the patron family recognition and prcs­
tige. Some c1ienl nations fought for their patrons during thc internal struggles that beset
Rome at the end of the Republic.

Julius Caesar. for instance. used his posilion as com.ul to give citizenship 10 some
regions of Italy from which he recruited several legions. who in tum were loyal 10 him
personally ralher than 10 the Roman go\·crnmcnt. II was pnlronagc likc this th:lI allowed
Caesar to march against Romc (see p. 51). L.1h:r in thc Empire. several Gennan tribes
were allowcd into Roman lands asfoederari (allies); the Empire acted as a patron. giv­
ing the Gennans land. while the Gcnnans wcre cntrusted with prolccting the bordcrs
againsl other Gennan tribe~. The system worked for a while. but cventually Ihe Gcnnan
"clients" tumcd against their patron.
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THE LEGAL SYSTEM
TIle Roman codes of law "ere the basis for most legal systems in the Western

world. Even in the United States. many Icgal lenns are in Latin and are descended from
the laws of the Empire.

Roma" Law
Originally. "hen a peMn cammilted a crime against 300lher. the \ictim's family

took care of justice by exacting re\'cngc from me criminal or his family. This situation
did not lasllong. Romans "ere legalists c\"en in their religion (sec TIJ~ Imperial Cull, p.
114), and during the monarchy lhey had developed sets of rules for COnlraclS. By ~50

B.C.. the first Roman code was published. In addition to IhO"C codes. a body of prece­
dents (previous rulings on earlier cases) was developed 10 expand the original laws.
L.1wsuilS were based all a fannula - thai is. a logical hypothesis. "or instance. the
fontmla for a C~ of unpaid debt was "If it i'\ true thallhe defendant owed the money
to the plaintiff. he should be forced to pay the debt; if this i~ not true. he should be
acquiued:' The job of lhe lawyers, the court. and the witnesses was to detemline
whether the allegalion made in the formula was Inle or false.

Roman law also made a social distinction bctwt.-en thc men it judged. ROlllans wcre
divided into twO classes in the eyes of the law. "on~s,i(Jres (honor.lblcs) and JWJr/i/iores
(dishonorables). The distinction was IlOI defined. but most courts placed noblemen and
the wealthy in the first category and the poor or uneducated in the second.

Lawyers and Judges
By the Imperial period. law was a well-respected career. Roman education put great

emphasis on rhetoric and public speaking. and me law became the ani) profession out­
side the Senate where lhosc skills could be used aftcr the Empire eliminated the politi­
cal r.ICe5 of the Republican period. Would-be barristcrs studied in special schools or by
working under famous lawycr;. Legal fees .... ere not big, but rich clients usually ga\c
their la.... )'ers expensive presents and sometimes left them inheritances. Furthermore. a
la.... yer starting an action against a criminal was fCwardt.-d with a percentage of any fine
or confiscation thm resulted frolll thc case. peaking for someone in court was IrJdi­
lion:lJly an act of friendship. not a profcssion: in theory. cveryone should have spoken
for themselvcs. By the timc of Diocletian. lawyer fees were officially fCcognizcd at
fixcd roues.

Cases were a\ first lried by a jury chosen from promincl\l citilcn~. lIlany of whom
had been or were lawycrs. Juror'i considered lhe evidence and then wrote on a wax lablet
thcir verdict. The verdict consisted of an initial: A (Absoll'O. or non-guilty), C
(Colldt'11I110. guilty). or NL (Non Uqllt'l. no verdier). If a majority of jurors decided for
a verdict. II became the decision of the coun: otherw i-.e the ease was dcadlocked. but
could be taken to court again.

uter III the Imperial period. profe~sional judges Vildict>s. smgular judt'x) started
presiding o\er cases. Single judgcs wcre more casil) bribed, so the quality of Roman
la.... declll1ed accordingl).

Trials
Trial.. wcre almost a spectator sport in Rome. Prominent citlzcns .....entlo the coum

to admire the rhctoric of law)'crs. 1llc common people allended III the hope of witness­
ing a ne.... scandal. as .....ell as to sec the drama of the trial itself. Law )'crs used their skills
to auack thc defendants or plaintiff~ in any way possible. trying to find fault with every­
thing from personal habits to the company they kept. A case could drag on for ycan.
before a vcrdict was reached.

City Encoullters
(Continu.d)

PKA.::TORIA.... G ROS

These are the: Emperor' pmonoll

bod)ll.ard. They did.. '1 "'~I1~r

lhroogll the: srreeu in full armor unlcM
the GM wants I cinematic alhenlurc; In
fact. Iky "'ereu~ 00 ItwtI
dUI). following an Indent 1~0CI1On

llgllln.« ftaring mihl3t)' kWUU"t'menb
""llhlll the acrul cily boundary,

Anybody they encClUnler ~ho \lXm~

10 h:n e SlalU5 0 or below will no! be
gl\en much con5ide~lioll. E\en
Homal1 noblemen were miSl~a~cddur­
Ing 1M periods ""hen lhe Gullfd eon·
lrolled the &<W~mmcllt (see P 16),
Squad of 10 guards aR'; sometimes senl
b) the Empttor or I fin'Orite 10 carry
01.11 mtulOns. includl.n, the III1nt of
pt'Ople suspecud of UCI5OO.

1)NCM. Gc..ws.v....,\·

ST t31}»).DX 12(20~ IQ 10101, liT 12[201
Spotd 6: MO\'e 6.
Dodre 1: Parry 8: Block 8.

AdWlIIUI,ts: Rank +1 0\'Cr othrr
"OIdJer$: LepI En(on.:cmml J\:Mm.
Combal ReOexeJ; lROther t'ombal
:aduluare or Aknneu +2.

IJiJabGirUI,u: Bull)'; Overoonfldrm
51ilu: Sluc.ld-t4; Short \/>\XlI-I".

Spear.12; Spear·Tb!'O'lo'ing-lJ; OIher
rmlliary Jlkills.

F.q"jP"'~IfI: Clodi," (ld+1 1I0p_.
2d·2 eUI): segmented timor. larg~

<Judd. legionary helmet.

SLAVES
SllIt'(:5 can be found on lhc strttlS III

lUI) lu.c in the city, either carrying OUI
(heir ~. orden or Idhn& dunng
lhelr frt'C lime. If otT-duI)'. chey c.an be
hired ror nunor wb (l&k1ng ~..sago
around the city. for insw1ce) (01' SI·6

nI'lCALS,,A\€

Sf (Idf'9); OX (I6t-8>: 10 (Id+8). liT to
MOlo"e: vanabk..

AdWllllDlts: None.
IJiJtIdY./fM,ts: Social Stl"""", L..ov.

StaluS; In)' Menu! dlsad\-anta&f
Sim,: Fasl-Tllk OIl lQ+t. onc

Prof~UK:lIW skill at IQ or OX; $a'·OIr·
Falrc at IQ.

COItIllfwd Oft 1161 pa,e _..



City Ellcoullfers
(Contiflued)

GI.,\U1ATOKS

At ~\'1::r\\llirms during the 1J11penlli
(X'nod. gladial0f5 ~c:te free 10 ka\l.'
theIr 'rrning bllmK:ks 10 spend ,ff-duty
lime a, they plused; they could oru:n
be foul'd In ban and shops. Glldllu~
....·cre noc a1I()\lotd .....e.pons wheflllOl In

tnunm" but they usually knew hoY. 10
fight bf1n=-hanckd. so most peqpk left
them llIone. For the most part aren:a
fighll.'u also wished 10 ,,'Oid lmublt.
unlcs.~ they were proYOk~ or lob drunk
10 Ihm~ straight. The)' were I"OfUlllT in
somc: .pns. Reli~ gladiators were 31-.0
common around the cit)': the OM can
eIther Increase their combat skills and
Slats by II. couple of le\'e1s (10 represent
great... f experience) Of reduct them
(in t~ case of old or coppled eJI·
gladiators). Carousing gladialOll can be
fooooaloneorin mallgroupsf1d+I).

Ou~ng the Late Republican penod.
po.... erful patricians ortcn r~rulled

MnaU armies of gladiators. and some
Empcrprs and their fa,oolU IIIk used
arena IlghtefS as bodyguards anb secret
agentS, someone crossin, ci~ group
ought find a crack leam of gladIators
lllOd:mg at his dooc.

TlI'/t'ilJ. CUIHAW_

Sf "11"1: OX 111201: IQ 10 101: lIT IJ IJOJ
Spcicd 6.25: MO\'e 6.
Dodge 7; ParTy II (Bl'llwlinil.

AdwHflagn: Combat Rdlex(\; Rep.
tJtallon; an)' two orner .hUntagib

DisfUll'tlntagrJ: Social Stigma and
one Mental disadvantag~. ,

SA:iUs: All weapon skills ~f tbclr
fighung c1115s (see sidebars. pp. 95-96)
at 1~ or 15. Bnawling-16or 8oJi1Og.I-I,
Carousing-I): ~rfonnanc:c.IQ Alw
sec pp. 38-39.

Equip",#tl': None or im!f?\i'\t"d
(maJ..c~ifi clubs. for instance). If oct­
109 as private bodyguanls. the) could
be equipped as the Praetorian Guard~

(~Idebar. p. II).

C;ontitwrd on tlUI fNl8t! . I .

An ill1ponant pan of any case was the usc of evidence and witnesses. Evidence in
the (onn of wrinen records was greatly respected. A testimony's weight was rated
according to the social standing of the witness. The word of a Roman citizen was taken
more seriously than thaI of a foreigner (Greeks and Syrians were Ir'Jditionally consid­
ered to be nOlorious liars). Slaves could testify. but only if they wcre first IOfturcd by
nogging or being stretched on the rack: this was 10 make sure they were not JUSt fol·
lowing their masters' ordcf'!l.

Crime and Punishment
Crimcs included theft. extortion (including large·scale extortion by corrupt provin·

cial govemors). adultery. murder. and treason. The penalties depended on Ihe c1assifi·
cation of thc condemned person (see above). If the criminal belonged to thc JlOtlt!stiores
his punishmcnt was usually limited to banishmcnt. confiscation of property. or fines
(unless the charge was treason. which in Imperial timcs was almost always a capital
crime). Humiliores could be condemned to death by crucifixion or in the arena. or to
slave labor.

CITY LIFE
Rome was a vital. bubbling city. with a tceming population thaI spent it~ days work·

ing. playing. and schcming. The city was the place to find. buy. make. or sleal anything
that could be had in the ancient world. Most other cities built by Romans tried to imi·
tate the capital. so what was true of ROllle was genernlly true on a smaller scale of other
cities in the Empire.

CITY ADMINISTRATION
Al first. the city of Rome was run by "elliles. a position occupicd by up·and·

corning noblemen. But the city eventually grew too largc for these commissioners. so at

the timc of the Empire. new administrative levels were added to the system.

Tile City Prefect
The praejecfIIs was an official nominatcd by Ihe Emperor himself. He combined the

positions of mayor. consumer protection agency. police cOl1uni!>sioner. mililary com·
mander. and even judge in cases concerning the city and family maners. The city pre·
feet had usuaJly !>CIVed in the Senate and as a pro\'incial governor.

The Cllratores
The cllratores were superintendents and commissioners in charge of specific areas

of the city. They included Public Works. Grain Supply (Rome had to import most of the
food it needed). Sewers. and Water Supply. 1llc lIedifes acted in a !>upen'isory capacity
and reponed to the Cllrllf{)TeS.

THE STREETS
Roman streets were cleaner and bellCf maimaim:d than Ihose of any city before the

191h century. All roads were well-paved with rock bricks. which were conslantly
repaired. at least in the better areas. Slopes were made easier to climb by building stair­
cases over the steeper ele\'ations. On the other hand, the need to pack so man)' people
into the limited space available made the streets narrower than thcir modem counter­
parts. Most main streets in Rome were 15·20 feel wide: side streets could have II width
of less than 10 feCI. Buildings were built so closely together (see below) that some areas
of the city were shadowed during most of Ihe day.



Whl"Cled [rJ.flic W3S forbidden during daylight hours. so mosl or lhe froffic w.:l~

pedestrian. To get around in Rome. 3 person had to walk unle....s he was wealthy cnough
100\1:0 or rent a !<Iave-bomc liner. The streets were cleaned periodically. but in the poor­
er sectionOl. people '11111 threw lheir refu5e out the window. r.·lost "ere consider-ltc cnough
to do Ihill al nIght - an addillon:J1 risk fo (hose "110 \cntured into ,he <>/ft..'Cb nner dark.

SHOPS

,

Almost all ground noors of lower-class buildings "ere OCCUPied b) shop'. There
were man) ...hops in lhe cit) because It "US hard to travel far from one place to another.
so people made most of their purcha:;;es righl next to lheir houses. Be.!>ldes general store...
where food and faml producl.. could be purchased. lhere "ere more 'ipcciaIJ/.ed estab­
Ii ...hments: cloth seller". olTering either fabrics or ready-to-"car gamlcnts: pollCr)'
shop~: jewelen. thai !>Old anything from cheap lrinkets (in low-class neighborhoods) 10

eltpcnsivc imported piece,: bookslores. with ali'it of new releases wrinen On Ihe walls:
and wine ~hop'l where the lower classes drank and mingled.

TIle !'>hop~ecpcr usually lived behind or above the shop. in a small apartmcnt: "born
abovc a ~hop" wa.. a tern, of contempt among the well-to-do. MO'it shops con\isted of
a counter facing Ihe slreel behind whkh the ~Iorekeepcr sal. Clienb ~lOod by the count­
er and made lheir purch<lsc$ while slanding on rhe sln.-cl. "'or Ihe 1110.\/ pm1. ct/\/Omcrs
did not entcr the .\ohop. Shuneo. made of wex>d or canvas covered the \hop at night.

Thc \hop\ Ihal C:llercd to the rich were much larger. and cuSlomers walked in to
'ldmire the inventory. Slavc c1crks altended 10 their needs. Mosl shop, made the prod­
UCIS Ihey sold (\0 n lihocmaker ",ould be working on more boots belween ~Ies). Fex>d
wa!l purchased from markets outside the city and brought in by cartOl late al night ('i4.'C

Nig/ll LIft'. p. 19).

IMPORTANT BUILDINGS
Rome had -;;e\er.tllmportam structures that3ltracled pro\ulcial g:t"~e,... E\cr)onc

in the cit) ~ne" how to find these landmarks: Area Kn()\l.ledge rolls are at ~ 10 find
one's way from a lno" n location 10 one of lhese public buildingOl.

rhe Palatine
1llc Palatine was one of the :;e\en hills of Rome. According to legend. this "as the

fir;t place Romulus (see p. 106> scllied "Ith hi f()lIowen.11le: PaI:U1ne hill had one of
f~ "cahhielil neIghborhoods in the cuy unfil Emperor Augustus set the Il1lpenal resi­
dence (the PullUlII".) lhere. (The word "palace" comes from this monument.) B) 100
A.D.. lhe whole hili was taken o\er b) Imperial buildings.

City Ellcoullters
(Cofltinued)

SIlOl' 0,\ ~.:R
A~ of one or lhc Inan) s.hop\

found In Rome mi&ht be ~ (M'ncr, :I

~andlr~man«plebeian. or c\cn:l
,100\C ~climln:tlc Wcalth adY1nl:rogc),
MIW} shop OM'ncr3 :ue forelgncn.
Grcd.. Punk. and Semilic tnel'lhanlS
h\cd ... Rome. Tbcir prorJcicOC) In

Ullin .ay be "cry low (skill of 9 or
10000'cr1J and they n'l3y peat I mile 'cr·
'ton orGrec:k (-2 to language rol1~l

nr,c.AJ. SIIOl' 0-..7ro·£1t

sr 10101: DX 1010): IQ 121201: 111'91·101
Speed 4.75: Mo''C 4.
I)odgc 4.

Adrall'Dgn: Comfon.:able Wealth
DinuJvDlltDgU: One of 8ad

Tcmper. Co\Io'Vdkc. or Greed.
Skills: Broads",ord·9 (for c1ub)~

one Qraf, s1:m II 13+; LanSu;uc
(LaunH I: ~lc:rchanl·IJ Fonelgncl"li
'" til h.!we one naU\'C langU&&e II II and
Clther Laun or Greek at 10.

t.'q.ip".~",: Qub under the C()Unln­
IId.1 au.sbinJ): workinl tools. small
In'enlory worth 2dx$1S.

1
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City EIlCollllters
(Comifllled)

GAM8Lt:R.S
Malty wine. shops rind inns nrc frc­

quenu:CS by dice players Of r3Ci,,¥ (anlu­
ics ""~ gather 10 drink and IambIc:.
AC'Cus:ltiom of cheating, the mcnlS of
one glktiatOf O\'tt lmOlhcr. or lhe: M·
fercn! pteing leams (see p. 2~) alien
spark ~ghlS. Some 8amblt'rs are well·
Infort1'ltd aboul the real news of the
CIt)'. blh most will simply repea, what­
C'i'cr~ are in vog~.

Antone li\'ing in a cit)' OIlIY be
10\'01\'00 in gamb1ina. if only 10 bet on
the chariOt m«:s. Gamblers' ~:ttS are
good paces to find clues or uooblc.

Ty,.,c.u. GAJ/BI.P..

ST 111101: OX 10101: IQ 10(01: Iff 10101
Spqed S: Mo\'c S.
Dodge 5; Pllrry 7 (8rnwling .

Adl'OnlOB": one.
Disodl'tlllfagu: One or 1\\,O of

Alcohylism. ,CompulSi'ic Gllnlbhng.
Greed. or WIllC:SS.

Skills: Brawling' I I: Fast-T:JlL·12;
Gambllng.12; StreclwiJe·II.

Eq"ip"'~nl: NOM.

N081.EMAN GANG

l\nloccasionaJ d3ngcr al night :m
these young. swaggering noblemen
.... 00 a..~ult pasSomby. They art usual·
Iy not:inned wilh anything hea1c:r than
dubs, but may ha\'c: milit:lry or
unarmed combat lBining, Nobleman
gangs Fge from 6 10 12 indi\'ldullls.
Roll O!te die for each gang member: on
II I·J. fie is drunk (-3 10 DX.-.d IQ).
Hunin; or killing one of these. )OUlhs
may cause ~riOU$ lrouble.

Trf'lCAL G".\Y) "'#!.WBIl"

liT 111'O/:DX IIIIOI:IQ 10101: liT 111101
Spotd S.5: Move S.
Dodge 5; Parry S (ShonswOfdl.

Adwmtagts: Sumls 3+: Wealth.
DislldrllnllJlts: Bully: Sadi m.
Sl:.ilh: Carousing-12: Shorl.sword-

11: and one or Brawling-12. ~mg·

12, or Wrestling-! I.
Eq"ipmtfll: Cud~b (ld+2 ru~h)_

The Paillrillm was an immense structure. with multiple levels and domes. Gilded
tiles and statues shone every day over the rest of the city. Several Emperors added new
wings or rooms 10 the palace. The Emperor. his relatives. and his favorites all lived in
the luxurious houses at the top of the hill. The buildings covered over 10.000 square
fecI.

The Palatine was also the hub of the civil service. Offices for thousands of employ­
ees and thc headquarters of several imponanl public officials were found there.

rhe Forum
The Roman fora were the public buildings. the equivalent of town meeting halls.

The original Old Forum of Romc proved to be too small. so seveml more were buill.
until a chain of public buildings and temples was created. A forum had one or two tem­
ples. a basilica (counhouse). and a curia (assembly meeting hall). These buildings wcre
arranged around a wide plaza decoraled with stalUcs and founlains, Shops lined the rest
of the pla7.a. The elllmnce to a forum was usually a Iriumpha.1 arch. decorated with
depictions of the victories of a geneml or Emperor,

Tire Colosseum and Circus Maximlls
The two largcst cntenainmcnt spots in Romc were the Colosseum. an umphilherller

that could seat 50.000 people. and the Circus Ma.rillllls, which had a capacity of
250.000. Almost any dweller of Rome will be able 10 find his way to eilher of those
buildings (Area Knowledge +6 roll). See sidebar. p. 90,

The Baths
Huge bath houses were a

combinalion of shopping mall.
health spa. and country club.
There wcre sevcral b:uhs (ther­
mae) in Rome. Mosl were con­
structed along the same general
lines: a large garden with the main
bath chambers at its center sur­
rounded by sm:lller rooms where
people gathered 10 talk. listen 10

poetry. etc. In the larger b:llhs.
lhcse rooms included clothing and
gift shops. in addition 10 librJries
and auditoriulTlS whcre f:lmous
thinkers dcbaled publicly.

The main b:lth had four pre­
dominullI rooms: the frigidariwlI
(cold room). /l'pidarilll1J (wann
room). caldorillm (hot room). and
sudmorillm (steam room). TIIC

first three rooms had water pools.
which were heated or cooled to
match Ihc room. A vj!)ilor usually
exercised for a while in the coun­
yard. and then entered all the

rooms in succession (it is not clear in what artier. but it is believed lhat IhcfrigidariulII
was the last one). Slaves cleaned the guesls by using oil and a scraper (slrigilis) to
remove din.

E



Graffiti
The walb of RDmM bu.1IdinCS VIm:

often 0lJ\'Cftld .itb the sai~'"''pcdtsuians. IodJlQl pcsu. or '\"II thr
1,....ldl~ o.-nen tbcmsch'CI. ThC'K
scnbbl~ ...ve lMde ....Ith •
ltufe. or styll,tS (see p. 42). of
thrm. lbund in Romaa roiftl in ~prll
and clp-hrn:. pn:wide In inthcstll1J
pICture 0( Roman life. GMs can ~ncludc

graffiti pbrues in their <ksaipllOl1 of
most Ronan public eJtabhs ments
ustcd ~Iow an:: a few typical ~InIS.

"(Komln or foreign na l was
here" found written or tan' on Of

ncar fllmou buildings.

Pontu ruwI LbMrirb: City ~ctkrs
.....lth at1JSbc pretenSions M)UkI "onIC
poems to tbcir JoI,'Cd ont'l, din} IlIner·
KU. ud humorous \"UXS. ~ ml,ht
acquIre the Quirk Of C\"Cn the IOUS
PeTsonal Habit of wriunC that
tx-gm !With~ once was a
from Lbndinium ..." Of similar
on e,..e pouible surface.

IrUr4l1s: Mall)' cutseS or iMU lS Vlere
.... nlten on the wall. of the b!flldmlS
.... here ~ tltJcu livul. Ii Romlltl .....ho

has afU&On.izcd someone ~' Id '"confl'Olted with IUd! pbtasd uDrop
dead.- "May you be aucifi -Vile
"rrlch.~ aDd moR ppflic ptlrtics
del;rnltnC impossib&e. KlIual all
"lTlllen or plmkd on the 'll) of
hi) IllSfI.ta.

D~ InrrJlio"s 01 Lovc:
RomaR'i announced to the d theIr

10\'e f<....unes or mishaps.gwere
\cl"'\('\:!"1 write 111..o\'('·S dkta on and
Cupld'~ insuvetion: But 111 t
don't ..nnt 10 be 1 cod ~i I you"
Other$ .....·ere simple p like.
"I..ocll. pIcue kl\'e me back'"

E.

The DoUlus
Roman city mansions \\ ere very large and housed a staffof dozens or cvcn hundreds

of slaves and attendants. Like m<Kt Roman dwellings. it wa~ built around a central open
coun (the atrillm). The entrancc was Ihrough a corridor. A door was usuall)' placed somc
distance within the cooidor: the extcrior pan of this hallwuy was Ihe \'estibulc. where
guests announced themselves to a doonnan.

Where and how a Roman livcd were detennined by
his social standing and his wealth. The city poor had to
make do with small. cramped apanmcllts. while patri­
cians owned several large home~.

ROMAN HOMES

Tile Patrtlleo1l
This was the temple dedic:ued to sc"eral gods and. most Impon:ulI. to the

deified Emperors. 1ne Pantheon was an important center of ritual 3Jld
worship for the Roman Slate religion. It was notablc for having the ~~~~
largest dome in the ancient \l.orld. It was originally built in 27
B.C.. and then rebuilt by Emperor Hadrian in 118 A.D.

Hot. warm. and icy cold water were pro\'ided through a complex sel of sublemmean
pipes. Also underground was a complex network of ser.... ice corridors used by slaves to
go from one area of the bath to the other without disturbing the guests (these tunnels
\l.ould also be helpful to anyone planning mischief in the baths).

Apartme1lt Bili/dings
Apanment buildings (called itlsulaf!) \l.cre the solu-

tion to Rome's overpopulation. Landlords moo to build dYoellings with as many floors
as possible. By Augu~lus·time.theheight of buildings could not exceed 70 feet (six or
sc\en Stories). At TL2. buildings that tall were: a constant risk: after a few years. they
often fell apart. with dire consequences to the occupants. The quality of the insu/uf! var­
Ied widely. depending on the neighborhood Yo here they \l.ere SCI. The buildings erected
in the slums \l.ere little more than death-Imps.

Apanments were usually built around a central open coon. Balconies opened either
onto the central coun or toward the "treel outside. Sometimes twO buildings on oppo­
site sides of the streel were ~ close that you could step from one balcony to the other
across the street The buildings \l.erc made ofconcrete and wood: usually the higher lev­
els were made of wood to reducc their weight (also reducing their quality).

The pricc and the social cla~... of a building apanment varied according 10 the heighl
of the apanmenl. Since thcre were no elevators. (hc higher an apan.ment was. thc hard­
er the climb 10 reach il. Additionally. the higher levels used lighlcr l1ullerials which wcre
pronc 10 breakagc. draft~. and leak.... The lower levels cont:lined shops or the highest­
quality apan.mcnts. The be... , quar1eflt were decorated and well·aired in an attempt to
imitate thc coveted Roman villa (sec p. 23). Each additional floor saw a decrease in si/.c.
decoralion. and comfon. 1bc wOrsl area was alwa)'s thc attic. a Icaky. flimsy-walled
crawlspace that was miseruhly hot in the summcr (the sun heated the brick roof. turning
the allic into an oven) and cold and drafty in the winter. But e\en the anics were rented
at outrageous prices.

Access to the building was through different sl3i"",ays. "The best ground-floor apart­
ments sometimes had pn\'ate doorways to the street. Renters of higher le\els had to go
mto the bulldlllg and climb one of the Staircases. TIle \l.in<Jov.s of the 10\l.er levels Yo'ere
usually covered with metal bars to deter burglars.



Graffiti
(Conti"ued)

Gafrl~ "''''''>Mltu",rI'llS: Prort looal
\IJrl ","ten ",rotc w painl~ ()fl !he
'A-.Jls uf t."am and \\mc hQps a
dacnptlOO of upromsna ~CfIh. Inc:lud­
Ina thenamc<. of1M !1M;cn or Jl!kJlators
\\ho would patlIcip;ltc

The bedrooms were positioned around the court. Beyond the aJrillln and .!tCpataled
by a wall. was a 5CCOOd court. the puisl)'Jium. which oflen had a garden and a founu1In.
Olher rooms included a small chapel (ct'//a). one or two dimng rooms (tric1ini"m).lava­
lories. and sluve quarters.

Sornctimes ~mall shop~ and apartment\; were built around the domus. 1be rent for
those smaller rooms helped 10 pay for the upkeep of the house. A slave or servant from
the main house acted as the landlord of those rental~.

THE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS
Before the reign ofAugustus. Rome had been vulnerable to crime. street riots. and

fires. There were no official police and fire-fighting agencies. oblemen had anned ret­
inues of !llaves orex-gladiators for protection. and private fire-fighting agencies (like the
one used by Cra! sus: -.ee p. 49) "ere organized for profit. not public safety. 1be
Imperial go\'emment changed all this. creating a large force that served as both police­
men and firemen. For admini!.trative purposes. Rome was divided into seven districts,
each with a station and two substation .

Tile Vigiles
11le "'jgilt's ("watchmen") "'ere 7,000 10 number. and were divided into a 1.000­

man cohort for each district. Each cohort was orgaml.ed along mihtary lines, led by a
tribune and divided into ct.nluries with a commanding centurion. The Praejt'clIIs
Vigilum was in charge of the police department; he was an equestrian with administra­
tive and military experience.

TIle \'igiJ'J walked the !ltreeL.\ in pairs or patroh of four to six men. During
the day. there were many \'igl/,s on patrol. At night. watch patrols with lanterns
walked around some of the bellcr MteClS to provide a modicum of security: they
avoided the poorer areas after dark. A major emergency or fire during the
evening would dmw them out of their headquarters 10 great numbers.

Many citizens had a low view of the \'i.~iJes and gave them the nickname
"Buckeunen" because of the buckelS made of coiled rope and pitch that they
carried with them. Be"ide fire-fighting gear. which mcluded ladders. water
pumps. and axes. the w3tch was anned with hooked poles (see sidebar. p. 10),
"'hich they would use to club cnminals or move debris in a burnmg building.

The City Cohorts
The cohortt's urbanot' were under the direct command of the City Prefect,

and con\lsled of foor I.QOO-man cohorts. They were not used as a police force
except dunng times of emergency, such as a large-scale riot. but sometimes
tl..ssisted the \'igiJ,s in their opemlJons. In general. they were the city's garrison.

Tlte Praetoriall Guard
The Praeton3nS were the bodyguards of the Emperor. At first there were

only three I.OOO-mao cohorts in Rome. but the number was soon rni~d to njne,
making the Praetoriarut the largest anned force in the city. The Praetorians were
recnJlted from Italians chosen for their military abLlitjes and courage. and were
trained as an elite unit. The quality of the Guards tended to decline as they got
u~ to the lu'l:W)' of the capital. TIley always received the best training and
equipment available. hoYoe\cr. 1beir pay was about twice liS high as th.:U of nor·
mal soldiers.

A scparnte officer. the Praetori311 Prefect, was in charge of the Guards: this Prefect
was not under the command of the City Prefect. but responded to the Emperor himself
One cohort was stationed !It the Imperiol palace (~ p. 13); the other eight were in a
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huge camp north-northeast of the Palatine. near the Viminal hill (see the map on p. 25).
This camp Will> a ciladel-fortress. the last line of defcnse for the cit)' if it was invadcd.
Its defenses were never tcsted. howc\'er.

Units of Praetorians oftcn marched through the city. usually in J4uads of 10. The
guards could be used 10 help suppress major riots. They also cut the 01051 impressivc
figure in parades. marching in gilded annor of the finest qU:llity.

CITY HAZARDS
Rome was as safe to livc in as any city of the ancient world. Still. like lIny urban

area throughout history. it offered dangcrs for the unwary. the unlucky. and particularly
the poor. Wealthy noblemen shullcred in lheir houses had lillie to fear unles!l a raging
fire reached their neighborhood. Evcn so. most well-leHJo Romans avoided living in the
city when possible. preferring villas in the oUllying districts.

Crime
Crime in Rome rJ.nged from petty thcft to anncd robbery. Pickpockcts and cutpun.­

es were a common hal.ard in the congestcd streets. Al night. J;carii ("knifc-men")
prowled around looking for lone travclers. Apartment dwellers and shop-owllers lived
in fear of burglars. Most windows in the first two noars of a building were crossed with
iron bars or boarded up. Shop owners lived behind or on top of their shops. usually with
a cudgel or axc at hand in case of a break-in.

During the day. a pen.on needing help had a good chance ofbcing within earshot of
a Watch patrol (sec sidebar. p. 10). Ifsomeone screams for the guard during the day. roll
3d: on a 9 or less. a squad of guardsmen will arrivc at the sccne in 2d seconds. Reducc
the chance to 6 or less if in a small sidc-strect. and any chancc by I if in a poor section.
Furthcr allempls can be madc evcry mher !Urn. A lilrgc crowd will givc a +1 10 Ihc
chance jf the reason the Watch is being called seems sensible to the people around them.
because the cry will be taken up by several people. Even if the \'igiles were not in the
area. the streetS were oflcn crowded. making violent crimes much rarer.

It was much harder 10 summon help at night: thc Walch only patrolled !lome areas.
and most people wcre locked in for the evening. unlikely to assist victims. Rolls to
summon the Watch arc at -3 at night: there is no chance at all to summon help in a poor
di~trict.

Riots
During the Lme Republic. riOts were common. Politic:tl leaden. and Mrcct gallg~

could incile mobs to violence. and the lack of a police force made it cas)' for the riot to
spread beyond anyone's comrol. Even aftcr the Empire restored order. outbrcaks of vio­
lencc were not unknown. Rome held ovcr a million JX..'Ople: all the cit)' forces. includ­
ing thc Pmctorians, the City Cohons. and the I·jgiles. amounted to 20.000 men or less.
not nC:lI'ly enough to suppress a massive riOI.

Most riots were rather minor. howc\·cr. A fight staning outside thc circus or thc
amphitheater somctimes degener-ned into an cxtcndcd brawl in the streets. Angry (and
greedy) mobs would targct shops for looting - fighting sometimes escalated inlo toreh­
ing the slores! At the first sign of a disturbance. shop owncrs pulled down the ~huucrs

and pmyed the wood and canvas defenses would hold.
Bystanders caught in a riot can gCI hurt. Unwilling participanu should roll against

the better of ST or DX; on a failure. they takc Id-I crushing damage from tnlmpling. If
they are the targct of thc riOI. they will be in trouble: rolls are at -2. and damage is ld+ I.
every other tum. unlil thcy make three slrnight successes (indicating they extricatcd
themselves from Ihe mob) or the riol jf\: suppre~scd. If they jlliritlfed the riot. they take
no damage but may become the targets of the Watch.
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Crucifuioll
n\l~ punishment was ~'ro for

sla\'t'~ or non-eidlens found &lull)' of
ueawn or crimes .gainst "bumlWlkmd."
The \ lC1im WIS bound or nailed to a
woodell cross. which was lhen rtlsed to
11 \'e:nldaJ position. 'fhtte has betn COll­

'Idcrll~e debate on whether !he ";clim)
.... ere nailc:d through the hands and fect
or the wrists and 1I\k1es. Ph)'sk:ltl)·. illS

Impos!'lble for a nait through t.Ik: hand
to sUPJ100 the weight of a humar bod)':
il .... ouk! just tell out ~wec:n lhe fin­
gers $0 if the victim werel nallcd
throug~ the tutnds. he Vo'OOld alto ha\'C
to be 11M around the wristS. Eittfr .....ay.
he takqs Id-) impalins daIt\agli 10 the:
affected body pan. I

Crucifixion vi<:tims dWd by ~lToca·

lion. c~haustion forced the vKl1m to
tean forward. pte\'C:nling the lungs from
full)' cfpandmg. This was a 1008. lln­
gcnng de.ttI. A CfUt'ificd prisoner must
make $T rolls C'o'C:ry 30 minulcs: on II
faIled toll. the unfortunale: inch\ Idulli
\ag~ down for a whik. E\'ery hour he
)3gsf~ costS him I F:nisuc polnl.

IThn '1"~,ue Joss also counlS llgamS!
furthe:r~ rollL) When Fatigue reaches
O. the vktim loses consciousnts.\ llnd
Mart'i 195ing I HT every 30 mi~U1cs. A
,unng lnln eould IISI :l \'ery IOOg IInM'
on a crps.s. so his legs were ~n bro­
len IIf6::r SC\'C:f'IJ hours: after thaI. the
\ let,m statts losing I Flltigue and then I
liT e:\cry U minuiti.

A condemned man mipi try to
brc::ll 'rrte (crucifixion vicliJtb we~
often r.a1chc:d by guards unol the)'
.... ere CIead. although IUlU'ds could
lllw:I) ~ lue a nap or wander otT for
lI .... hlle, at the: GM's disneUon). If
bouod. an Escapo-2 roll is ncccs~ to
~hp f~ the bonds (Ihis def.ull( to
OX-S If lhe Escape still is IIOIltnown).
Ahem:nh·e!y. he: may try 10 brdu. free.
CNclfied men were usually t~d ..... llh
~Iout luather thongs (ST-6 rolls ire: oec·
l:S)3ry to pull loose: a criti_~failu~

doc:5 ttw'usl-2 damage: to the "'''f' If lhe
\ICl1m wu nailed to the cross. the:
E,\CaPd skill is useless: ST·S rplls for
l:3ch 11mb are necessary. This I~ \'cry
pillI1ful. so II WiIl-4 roll (Will-2 if the:
\ Kllm,has High Pain Threshold) mU.it
be made before !he ST roll is "tempt­
cd Pulling free will do In adiJltlonal
td·) damage 10 elCh arm and leg.



A TYPICAL DAY IN ROME
For most Romans. the day started at the cruck of dawn. and ended at 4:00 p.m.. as

Ihc SUIi slaned to SCI. TIle upper classes frowned on physical labor and trade. where
most Romans made Iheir living (except for those who survived on the grain dole and
Iheir patrons' handouts).

Morning Labors
As dawn approached. shopkeeper.; rolled up the shuue~ of Ihcir "tares and laborer..

Slaned walking toward their workplaces. Mingled with Ihem were men clad in toga.'i of
dubious qualily. These were the lowest clients rushing to pay their respeclS to their
palrOns. An enterprising unemployed citizen could have several patron.... whom he would
visit in quick succession. The c1ienls would mill around their patron's house until lhe
poner lei lhem in and lhey could salute lhcir palron. A vcry servile clienl might call his
patron domilllls. which is lhe lraditional foml of address used by slaves towards Iheir mas·
tcn.. In return. they were given a handful of coins or some food. Lalcr in the morning. Ihe
palrOn would march to sec his patron to receive n more subslanlial gifl. and '>0 on.

When a diswrbance laslcd more Ihan a few minules.
a unit of walchmen would usually arrive and Iry to sup­
p~s it. But sometimes Ihe mob numbered in Ihe hun­
dreds. in which case a large unil of guardsmen would
wade in. swinging clubs. Pes may be targelS of Ihe
guards (see Ihe stalS for Ihe \'igiles on p. 10) or might be
lrJmpled if the crowd panics and tries to escape, A victim
failing a DX or ST roll by 3 or more will fall down and
lake Id-2 trampling damage f'1'ery' tum umil he manages
to get up (ST-2 roll).

Disease
Rome was c1eancr than most cities of the limc. and :l

much healthier place than any city of the Middle Ages or
the Renaissance. People in the poorer areas still lhrew
lheir wasles onlO Ihe streets. however, and oUlbreaks of
smallpox and plague were not uncommon. GMs wilh a
penchant for realism should make otherwise hcalthy
characlers roll for contagion (sec sidebar, p. B133) oncc
a monlh or so. or once a day during a plague outbreak.
Smallpox i!l vcry infectious; all HT rolls while in nn
affecled area arc at -3.

Pires
Fire was a constanl dangcr in Rome. Ahhough IllOst

SlruClures wcre built of mortar and concrele. Ihey were
supported by woodcn pillars and had woodcn roofs. Also.

many households had a fireplace for cooking. evcn in !lmall :lpanmcnts lhal had no pro·
\'isions for chimneys. A poor family trying to warm ilself in wimcr could start a bl:ue.
A rioting crowd could also SCi off accidcntal or intcntional fires.

Fire as a ha7..ard b d~ribcd on p. B129. Smokc can aJso chokc viclims - use the
tear gas S131S on the sidebar on p. BI32 and Ihe asphyxiation rule... on p. 891. People
can also suffocale in smoke (see sidebar. p. B91), A largc fire will slart a panic. and the
crowd can become as dangerous as a rioling mob. Finally. burning buildings will col·
lapse and rain debris on anybody close to or in lhe building.
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Sla\"es were 'lent around the city bearing messages. getting the daily news from the
Forum or doing the household shopping. LawyeB and !heir witnesses or employers
crowded the counrooms. Children went to school. which was usually held in n pUblic
area !ouch as the Meps of the forum.

Noolltime alld tire Afterllooll
M~t ho~ closed at noon: the owners headed for the baths (see p. 14) to relax for

an hour or two. Other Romans had a light lunch and sometimes a nap. Work then
rc,umed until the laiC nfteOlOOn, although most amucnt Romans usually called it a day
by 1:00 p.m. and headed [or !he baths.

Free Time
Many Roman.'i. freed or ensla\ed. had a lot of spare lime. Those who Ia ....ed off their

patrons were usually done In the morning. unless Ihey were forced to accompany their
patron dunng the day as part of his retlflue (see p. 9). Also. many "Ia\·~ had few chores
during the day.~ people spent their ume invoh'ed in the pastime!>. legal or not.
described on pp. 21·22.

NIGHT LIFE
After ~:OO p.Rl .. life in the cit)' begWlto \Iow down. Darkness signalled that the busi­

nc":; da)" was over. liO people hurried to !heIr home\ to enjoy their dinners. M(ht people
In Rome l.U'I)'ed imide during the flIghl. The cIty had no public Illuminullon system: the
cost of lighting the s~tS with oil lamps would ha....e been sllIggering. Funhennore, plae­
109 oil lamps in a city already wracked by chronic fires ""ould have been madness.

The only common activuy thai occurred late 81 night was tran!>ponation. Wheeled
cans. barred from the city during daylaght hours. made their way through the streetS.
ill>ulll1y at twilight. The unlucky people who laved near major thoroughfares had to suf­
fer from (he noise of squeaking wheels, animal noises, and the eurses of their drivers,

Dillller
Dinner was a social occa'iioo at the homes of the well·urdo and anyone else who

could afford the expensc. During dinner. a Roman mel and chatted with his close asso­
ciates and his clients. exchanged g(hsip. cemenled deals. and enjoyed both the meal and
the entertainment thaL followed. In a wealthy house. each gu~tlay on a couch and was
aueoded by a sla\'e who brought him food and drink and helped him wash hi.!> hands
between courses.

The diners gathered in the triclinillln. in wh.ich Ihree to ninc guestS could be SCf\-'OO

at a time. Couche\ were arranged in a horseshoe pallem around the tllble where the food
was sen'cd. Larger paniC.!> required more than one tr; linium: some Roman houses were
big enough to accommodate up to 27 gu~ts. After three courses had been sec·.ed. guest:.
often stayed for the comissDlio, a social gathering. 1be diocl'l took a shan bath and
retumed to the dining room. Wine was served. and dancers or even a theater company
would perfonn for the gue\lS, TIle ..... hole affair wllS o\er before 8:00 p.m.

Goi1lg 0111
Unle!>S pressing busUless made it necessary to go out at night. the average Roman

citizen tayed home. Walking in the dark was dangerous by Itself: a misstep could hun
or even kill you. Those venturing at night ~hould make Vision rolls ranging from -3 to
-10 (the narrower "itreelS created total darkness). On a failure. they tumble and may
take failing damage If a OX roll is not made (DX-6 if the \ictim WllS running). Also. lhe
cit) police did the sensible thing and withdrew from the Streets after dark. Criminals
prowled the streets, waitjng for the unwary.

80111011 Medici1le
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When a dining guesl had 10 trovel at night. he usually had a slave (of his own or
hired) walk ahead with a lamp to light the way and guide him through the city. Citizens
rarely traveled alone in the city. and were usually armed wilh a stalT or a cudgel. Even
those precautions were sometimes not enough: the guide could be working with a tcam
of thieves or could get lost. Occasionally. gangs of young noblemen or imperial
favorites ran lhrough the SLrcelS and assaulted anyone in their way (see sidebar. p. 14).
An additional inconvenience affected areas without constant-now toilets: potfuls of
refuse thrown from a window.

EDUCATION
Romans of all classes put great emphasi~ on education. From nobles to middle-class

plebeians. citizens sent their children to school. Literacy was more common than at any
time before the 19th century. Traditionally. the parents were in charge of their children's
education. but as Rome absorbed Greek culture and learning. it became necessary to use
teachers.

Most Roman children were laught to speak Greek as well as Latin. either by their
parents or by Greek slaves. At the age of seven. children were sent 10 elementary
schools. There they were mughl reading. writing. and some mathematics: the cheaper
schools only taught Latin. but most schools tried to teach literacy in Greek as well. 11lc
lower<lass teachers gave lessons from a fanner storeroom or even in the open. Others
were often slaves of rich families who mught the hou~hold children and took extra
pupils for a fee that could go toward purchasing their freedom: they sometimes taught
from the houses of their masters in IU\'ishly decorated rooms. In all schools. students
were often bealen; harsh discipline was believed to be necessary for proper learning.
This was the extent of mOSt Romans' education.

At the age of 12 or 13. high-class Romans went to the grammaricus. where they
were laught literature. histGf)'. elocution. and some geometry. Passages from the clas­
sics were read out loud. and studelllS were supposed to memorize all or part of several
literary works,

)tide,.
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Afler the grllJ1Ufllllicus. the slUdents could mo\"e on to the rhelonc schools (rhelOr).

11lere the) v.ere Iaught the finer poinb of public speaking and arguing cases. Students
practiced by staging mocl.. trial~ or appeals. A popular speech assignment was a plea to
Hannibal not to cross the Alps. Trials oftcn had ludiCrous theme~ and dealt v. ith convo­
luted Is~ues. For instance. '11lc Cnme of Disobedicncc" considered the issue of a father
ordenng one of his sons to kill another. the )oung man refuses to kill his brother. and
the quC\tlOn IS v. hether a father's mand31e tS more important than a\oiding the sin of
fratricide.

11lc rlrnor v. as usuall) the last step 10 a Roman'~ education. The more scholarly
t)pcs al!.O slUdled phll<xoph). StOICism was the most popular philosophy school in
Rome. bUl there v.erc slUdcnlS of Plato and Aristotle as v.ell. The richer Roman sludents
v.ould tr.l\'elto Athens and learn from the famous tcachers v. ho II\ed there. This was the
Roman eqUivalent of post-gradu,lte v.orl...

WOlllen v. ere all>O tllught reading lind writing liS v. ell as poelry and music. in separate
\Chools from the boy\. Some slaves v.erc also I:mghl the basics. although Greek slavcs
werc oftcn better educated than their maSlers. and were ICllcheno nlther than students.

LEISURE
Cit) dv.ellers had more free tunc than their counterpans in the country. Most busi·

ness ended during the late afternoon. Adduionally.there v.cre o\cr 70 holidays a lear.
~me of v. hich Ia.-.ted scveral d3)s. As the Empire became v.ealthier. its citizens expect­
ed more sophisticated entert.:unmenl.

lIo/idays
TIle Roman calendar v.as full of religious fesll\"als and Imperial celebrations. At

some POint. these celebrations CO\crro o\cr 100 da)~ of the lear. lot all shops closed
dunng the holida)~. of cool"'I(:: on the rontraf)·. many establishments did most of their
buSiness during those tmlC""

A popular fe,ti\"al v.:l-" the Saturnalia. which lasted from the 17th to the 24th of
December. During Ih;ll v.eck. the v. hole Cily lumed upside dov.n: maslers waited on
their ,Ia\c.;, pr.a.ctlcal jol..ers \ ictirniled each other. and all types of panics and celebra­
tion.; en,ucd. The Saturnalia wa~ II good time to engage. in co\'en operations: it was hard
to notice 'Omething unusual when the wholc city was engaged in bizarre lIcti\'ities.

Holidll)s were characteri7ed by religious ceremonies. parades. and strcct celebrntions.
People look the chance to go 10 Ihe thealer. the chariot races. or gladiatorial contests.

Theater
Roman theater ranged III quality from high dramatic production conducted by

Greek compames 10 light entertalOlTlCnt of litlle artistic \"alue. 11le Roman theater had
Its ongms m Etruscan funeral ntuals. v.here performances v.ere given to appease the
gods. B) Impcriallime... lhe3ter Inlll:1IOO the Greek st)le. \l,lth Roman authors wnung
comc<!lc\. tragedies. and drama., with Roman subjecb.

Comc(he, and mime aclS v.en: the most popular pla)s. Romans wanted action and
high dr-una. Including mock battles. Mime ac15 v.en: not Silent. but included gestures
and dancing as v.ell as perfonnances. Mimes could be male or female (in fonnaltheater
production. all parts v.ere pla)ed b) males). Actors and actresses v.ere popular and
\l,ould often be iR\ lied to the homc\ of the v.calthy (affairs betv.een young patricians
and actfC')SC, were a common source of scandal).

In some dramatic pla)s. the Romans surpassed all others in cruelt). When a play called
for a character to be killed in a gruesome W3). some theater companies purchased a slave
or condemned criminal. 10 replace Ihe real aclor onslage and die as the script dicUlIed.

Fashion

(I.OTlllNe
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thiS Ill" "'"0l'Il • shawl calIod a paJkJ.
IIIhK:h _""I:!II u.suaJly richly dc:con&cd and
,m"",,,,=,-

Alt1Mlugb dI05C dothe:s .. made
or "'~ or linen. Iill: <Krlcf) "'"u
Imported rrom Dun&. Silt .,li. t~pcn­

11\"(' btM dcsinbk: for makinl scnu·
tran.sp;ftfU dres5cs. It _"1$ nuUd "'1m

other rabncs sud! as luaen and b)ssu~

10 ere_ ligbtJy cbcapn sene."
and~~·
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Fashion
(Continued)

FoOtgear ranged from sand Is, llSU­
ally w~ at home, 10 boots bound with
lC'alhe~ thongs. Most were of *Jack or
Il:d leather, but expensive~ were
d)'w ih different colors and Slh'cr
or IV I adommenlS.

Gambling
Most Romans were fond of games of chance. Men from the lower c1asse~ went to

wine shops to drink and play dice. Sometimes dice games were held on the streets.
blOCking passersby. Afler dice. the most common fonn of gambling was belling on the
chariot races or Ihe arena games. Men from all position~. from the humblest freedmen
to the highest patrician houses. engaged in this type of gambling. Bets on all types of
results were made. from stnlightforward wagers on who would win the next race to bets
on the chance that all charioteers would get killed during the race. with a greater pay­
ment for the most outrageous predictions. Superstitious Romans tried to hedge their bets
with magic. Inscriptions of curses on a charioteer have been found in the ruins of
Pompeii.

Guard House

••

Or~wlng a(l~f A/lAs If
II... Ro"",~ \\Iarld. by
lim Cor......ll and John
MMthcws. /982.

LIFE OUTSIDE THE CITY

The Games
Chariot racing and arena fights werc thc most popular spectator cvcnts in Romc.

They are fully described on pp. 89-103.

Outside the great cities. lifc was not as fast-paced - or prosperous. Most citizcns of
the Empire lived in small villages and workcd in agriculture. Also. many Romans trav­
cled far and wide throughoul lhe land: tourism. education. and business trips were COlll­

man among those who could afford thelll. Wcalthy citizen~ had country villas where
Ihey could take vacations from the agitated city life. Some eventually stayed thcre and
never rcturncd.

Typical
Roman
Villa

ontilllud on nUl P08~.

1{i\IRSTYLES AND SHAVIN

Ro~an men went lhrou lhn:e
main fashions in hair style. Duiing the
lime of lhc Republic. hair was!c1osely
cropMt. By Imperial times, s'r." hair
compcfcd wid! curly hair ~bed III

rows; some men had their hai~lburned
with C~ling irons 10 achieve th, effect.
After he lime of Hadrian. hRir was
worn I geT and C'\"Cn curlier.

A':i:.' all Roman men we clean­
shiwc despile the fact thai iroh razors
WeR: very sharp and even the most
sl(.lll~ barber could not help i9flicung
pain. The clumsier ones were hccu;,cd
of skinning instead of shaving their
CuslOmers. After the reign of Emperor
Hadri~. beards came into value and
remai~ed common unlil Bmperor
Constantine led Roman men 10 rhe bar­
ber shyps once more.
w~n's hairstyles were at firsl

simple. with CUtis being the most
sophislicated style. but soon hlurdn:~s·

IlIg ~ame a complicated and expen·
Slve affair. Coiffures piled the curls
hIgh above some matrons' hea~.

I

Food
RO?lans were sophistical

In variFty. the cuisine of Rome as the
match of that of any modem ci~. Early
in lIS tlistory. the city's inhabitlrtts had
enJo)·dJ a simple diet. but by the time
of Ihe Empire. glullony was tmmon
Wilh rrembcn of all social 1:tSSeS.
S<>me 1""ealthy Romans went nkrupt
by finoincing ellotic dinners.
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Food
(Continued)

~btiicfoodsoftheanc' world

.=~ "'" .h<" pomd B~'"was u ually baked In nat occhtd
100\'cs and vtried in qualil fronl
~ Idt bread (poItls pI~1H ) 10 a
liner I ~ (pants s~c,,"'rius 10 the
expens \'e pure while bread (po is calf­
did/d). COfNnon ,qctables I luded
lelluce cabbage. turnips. 00' garlk.
and k Is. Fruits such as appl ~an.

IfId pllRS "'ere produeed kx:aU . while
~ C"herTies. and PC" ","m:
imponfd. The mosl common li tener
was tMFY.....tuch was aIso~ os •

~
I,'e. POlIU)eS. cilJUS fruits.

~. tree. lea. cbocolate. lomI-

10t"5 unknown. So was fonl -
while~ ....'On! M oom" appears~.mon,
hl~ books aboul Rome. II ually
rden: to .....heat and other cereal.

Thci most oommon meal S porte.
....hlCh jwu used for~ bacoo.
and Iufn. Goat WII eak'll nly by
those. "Tho could not afford bel r meal.
Ind bOef .....-as rarely eaten not
much Ijked Cbic:ke:ns. ducks. ariJ accse
\lo'ere I~ mosl common PClU31. Fish

wu~ the lI'I05I com non-
"rgr 'an food. &Olk fi such
as oys n. )C.llyflSh. ~ UfChi s. and
prxot' were ealen by the rich.pw:cse
was I common side dish or inJrcdienl
In many recipes.

Roman lule was very d rrerenl
from tCKb.y·, - the $luceJ 5p1CC5

R~ uJed on their qualll dishes
would not appeal 10 (or would ually
nauseate) 2(ltb.cenlury Amerit . The

fnont~ sauce was "mInt. ~bY Ict­
ling SC)'eB1 dirrerml Iypes of lsh rot
and (ef1Tltnt in the WlI. The sh was
thenc~ and the ana (or
lhe sauce. Another puce taincd
"""",~mlnt. vinegar, and all
ml,,«l thee.

Oh oil~ IlOl ooly
dressi,.; bul as buller. coold
soap. ~ iJIwninltlOl'l ­
.=~. the (ood. CO$metlC.
blUI II the same Illne.

Wi \lo'U the unh'ersal do : it was
lhe R~ tqUivalcnc 0( beer.
and cx¥Tee. as well as an Importanl
cooki" invedient. Mosl I\omans
walue(l thelr \lo'UIC (only dr1nkards
look: it .litnughl). Low-quahlt wiDe
onen was mixed with ~in or~y 10
pcrren spoilage. ....hlch did not ina (or
'u

Every Roman of noble birth owned at least one villa outside the city. Some of lhese
country houses were placed wilhin the great agriculturnJ estates most Roman noblemen
owned. The vii/a urban" was built like the mansions of lhe city (see p. 15). but much
larger. with huge glU"dens and open couns. Beyond lay the vii/a nmica. where the slave
gangs that worked on the fields were housed. Other villas were built for recreational
purposes. sometimes on coastul mountains and hills for the view of the sea they pro­
vided. A good villa would ha\'e its own bath. library. and e\'en theaters. Villas were often
walled. especially during the more turbulem periods of the Empire.

THE VILLAS

Trnvelers with government authorizution could use the postal service's sUllion hous­
es (see below) but the rest had to make do in small. sleazy inns. (There were no large
hotels or wealthy inns in the Roman world. because notable Romans were usually able
to make private arrangements for lodging.) TIle inns had a dining room and bar. and
small. dingy rooms for guests. These inns were frequented by lhieves and other unde­
sirnbles; lone travelers were in constant danger. The rooms were crnmped and dirty. and
were magnets for fires.

Trnding carnvans often made camps in vacant pastures. perhaps making some pay­
ment to the landowner. Noble Romans belonged to an informal"hospitality network" in
which a traveler would stay at the villas of friends and acquaintances: the kindness
would be returned if his host trnveled through the guest's lands. This arrnngement
worked in most Romanized areas. since the upper classes in such places as Gaul. Spain.
and Africa were as Roman as any Italian nobleman. In more remote areas. a wealthy
traveler sometimes relied on the hospitality of villages and local magnates. This was
repaid with gifts or money. or even the establishment of new patron-client relationships.

INNS

The Empire was connected by a huge network of paved roads (viae), some of which
endure to this day. These roads were designed for the quick passage of infantry lrOOps. but
were also \'cry useful for uade and communications. 1be viae could be used 10 trowel all
year. unlike most ancient roads. which tumcd inlo muddy swamps during rainy season.

Roman roods were 3 to 12 yards wide. depending on their importance. 11ley were
built by digging a ditch. filling it with severol layers of compressed gravel. chalk. and
other solid materials. and covering this with a pavement made of bricks or pebbles.
Siuve work·gangs were often used in the conslnIclion of these roads. bul Roman sol·
diets on the fronliers also extended the network of villt!.

Side roads were usually narrower and conslructed in a poorer fashion: in the farthest
reaches of the Empire. only the main roads were paved. Still. all the most imponant
cities of Rome were connected by the road network. 1bere were over 87.000 miles of
roods at the heyday of the Empire. an unparalleled feat in Europe before TI..5.

THE ROMAN ROADS

There were many reasons for Romans 10 go from province to province. Government
officials often had to make reports. in person or through underlings. Traveling traders
were very common. Young students went to Greek cities like Athens to complete their
education. Tourists and scientists explored exotic areas. Other frequent travelers includ­
ed religious pilgrims. soldiers. and hunters who captured beasts for the arena (see p. 27).
Confidential messages were carried by couriers (see The Pllblic PoSI. p. 24).

Most traveling was done on foot. although the rich traveled by hOf5eoock or inside
comfof1able carriages. Ships were always available. but they were usually merchant
ships that could accommodate only a few passengers for a high price.

TRAVELING
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TOURISM

Rome's official business prompted lhousands of people to trnvelto and from the cap­
ilnl and between lhe provinces. Messengers. military officers. amba.Wtdors. and govern­
ment agents all needed to trowel quickly through l.he Empire. To pro\'ide for them. lUld to
esiliblish a reliable messenger service. me public post (clIrslIs publicus) was established
by Augustus. This was a daily service: by the time of Hadrian. it covered the whole
Empire. A body of couriers was fanned along semi-military lines. 1bey rode as fast as
they could. changing horses in relay houses spaced every seven miles on the major roads.

There were also staging posts (mansio) where messengers could lodge for the night.
if only to get II few hours of sleep. They served as rest areas for any traveler on govern·
ment business as well. Anyone working for the Empire will be able 10 3\'oid the low·
qualily inns reserved for civilians. , . unless lhe mission is secret.

THE PUBLIC POST

There was a brisk lourist busioess in the ancient \Aarld. 1be number of tourists was
not large. but their wealth made up for it. The business of the Empire g3\'e Romans a
taste of the world beyond haly. Young noblemen often served ovcrseas during their
terms in the army: civil servant'\: ranging from minor bureaucrats to provinciaJ governors
had to live in exotic: lands for decades: and palricillns might cither own properties or
have social contacts in several provinces. Many Romans took long lrips to the provinces
to admire new sights.

Greece was a favorite spot for travelers. Romans greatly admired Greek culture and
liked to .!>Ce the ancient buildings and art of Athens. Rhodes. and Corinlh. Others cnme
to see the alleged sile of Troy. in the region of Ilion: guides described thc en::nts of the
lIi"d on the supposed nctual sites of the mythical siegc. In Egypt. the pyramids were

anOlher wonder. Most popular tourist areas were in
the East: Europe Wtl..o; (00 rustic for most Romans.

Food
(Conti"ued)

til wu oflen .ki or was
ilhl mc'al - usually some bread
in "';ne or ad. with, chccie.

dates. hard-boiled CUi. lA$.h was
also Iighl. eonslsting of col~ food.

~
I the kftovers from Uf prc...i.

OtIS n hI's dlllntt. Dmner "'u lht
bt meal or the day. In a wmlth) Of

'4ell·l house. dinne:r hlfl three
: the appetiurs. a 1l'\I.I~ course

that h SCfmJ dirr~nl di~, :and
des.se1- Few utensils 'Am~ excepc
for SQUPS. which v.c~ c~ur wllh
$poon~ Food was ealCn by Mld. and
!he dl~ washed lhelr hands +C1\loet"n""'lit wu common r~ ~IJ 10
lab: overs home: with I~. Some
dId \0 thout tbt:ir host's knooiIi1edge­
there arc many tales aboul.-npctOOs
d'",~rs UfTePUllously SlUm" their
ck>l: with food. A dinner gutsl with
the GI lIony disadvarnage s Id role­
play 1t"jiS bd\aytor.
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Roman history is peopled with characters from a
myriad of races, backgrounds, and professions. GMs
and players have a wide array of choices.



POINT COST
In a historical camp..1ign. characters ~hould be buill using

100 points. wilh a maximum of -lO point.. in disadvantages and
5 in quirks. In a campaign where the PCs are "mmcr; and "hak­
ers" of the Roman world (<;cn:llors. cOI1<;ul.., or mililary leaden-I,
n higher point towl (150 to 200 poinb) is allowable. Most of the
extra points :.hould go to"aro Status. Rank. Wealth. Allies. and
Contacts.

A "heroic" or cinematic campaign for char;lCICl'!l buill .... illl
200+ palms is al~ poslliblc. This ill appropriate for ~mall JXlnic,
oovcllluring in remote and dangcrou~ pam. of the Empire. '" here
outside help i!o scarce and the n3Ii,c<; arc m.c1y 10 be unfriendly.
Allem:ui\dy. if the PC.. arc "barharian," t:Iking on mighty

CHARACTER TYPES
Artist

AI the height of Roman glory. the "" l"allhy dc\ clopt.--d an
insatiable thirst for Classical an. Sculpture,. fre..cocs. and
mosaics wcre commonly l..'OmmissiOIlt.-d for privatc residences
llnd public btlliding~. Play"righL" and aciOn. \\"('re al-.() \cry
popular. Large nUIllOCI"il of :Ifli'il.s. lllo~t of Ihcm Gn.--c~ (or lrying
to pa.',s for Gn.oek) !>Crw..-d thl" dcmand. Fortunatc llni!>!.'> \\cre
able 10 St..'Curc pcnnllocnt cmploymcnt "lth II po"crful noble­
man, or founded a ~hool for the \On" of the rich. Othc.... had 10

tmvcl from cily to city, looking for nc" projt.'Cts. lncse "wan­
dcring anim" m:lkc good advcnlunng pes.

Adwlluagt's: Very succcssful art,...t!> will be Comfonable or
"calthier. A rich Patron i~ a long-sought go.,1. Chari ...ma may
help »I..'Cure a cOl1trJCI \\herc actu;l! talent may be lading.

Di.wU!l·llfltllgl'S: Bcginnlllg ani!>h will be Slrugglin~ Hr
Poor. Diverse Addiction .., Oeliou'" Per...onal Habit". and
Compulshe Beha\'iors arc COIlll110n alllong thilltCmpcr:lIncn­
tal group. r..'llll1y ani"ts llrc al\.() hnpuhl\c, Stubhom. or Bad­
Tcmpered.

SkIIl.f: Ani... t. Acting, Bard. Pcrfonn:mce. or Sculpllng are
common. AIr~t all respcclable anl"L" will ~llOw lhe Gf\.'ck lan­
guagc, and the more thcy wund li~c a na(l\C Gred the hener the
reaction of prospective clienL" v.ill be. Fa....t·Tal~ can comc in
handy. Traveling ani<,ts may ha..e pic~cd a Su(\ival ,kill or 1\'0,

and may h:I\'e somc wcapon proficiency for "Clf-dcfen~.

Arena Hullter
To provide lhe arenas of Rome and other cities v. ith e"(otic

beasts, prorcsllional huntel"il tr.i\'elcd 10 remote area... of Afril'a.
Asia. and Europe. Their expt.--dition.. can mal<:h safari.. from any
other era in teml" of adventure and danger. e:\Opt.'Cially ... ince Ihe)
had to bring their qu:my bad alive and in good l'Ondilion - nOI
an ea~y feat.

Large hunt!> v. ere MJl1lelime!> conducted Ij~c mililary c"(pc­
dilioll.!>, wilh hugc contingent!> of men o;urrounding hercb and
p.,cks or bc:l5ts and capwring them b) the score. TIle hunting
parties included adventurou... Roman.!> and nalive, of exotic
lands. A party or hunlcl"il should include 3chcnturcn. with a \-ari.
ety of s~i[]s :lIld ad\·antagcs.

Rome. lhey 11(.'(,-d 10 be a." .."iIled a~ po..sible. TIle arena can al\.()
!>Cnc a.'t a drlernatic "Citing. \\ here the galllc" pro.. ide 11 ha...­
ardous path 10 glory ... or an il1lriguing background frum which
to c."Capc.

Health and IJisease
Rome. like all pre-technological .;ocieli~. h,K1llltle to oO'er

in lhe way or di"Ca5C control and health e:lrC. Rt'ali.lliml/.,: pe0­

ple v.ilh low HT '\Cores (9 or less) did I10t live long. killed by
lI1fccloo \\aunds. the pl:lguc. or smallpox - e\en the common
cold! GMs should l\.--commend thaI pla}e,", design chamClCrs
"ith a HT of II or higher. or the Immunuy 10 Di"C:bC advantage.
or both. OIherwi<;e. they may nOl l:!!ol long.

YYYiiYvyyvyyyyyyyyyyyyyytfi
Atll'lIrltagtx: Combat RcOe"(c.. will hI..·lp huntc~ deal "ilh

dangerous bea."'s.
Di.wull'lI1l1lIK('.f: Bad c"(pericnce... In tIle hush could cause

hunters 10 de\c1op Phobia... or Alcoholi,m. Sumc hUlllcl"il m.lY
have G(C(-d or even S:ldi"lll.

S/..i//I'.· Animal Handling. Net. Stealth. and Trac~ing.

Survi\al (Jungle and Forclll) and thc nppropmlte Area
Knowledges and L:mgullgc... are helpful.

Bandi/lTilie!
Crime and crimimlls wcre not unknown in the Empire evcn

dunng the most peaceful times. In the cities, l1luggeN and bur,
gla,", prov.led the "(rL'Cts afler dar~. In the cOlllltr)·sidc. the more
remOtc roads \\ ere hamt.-d hy gang.. or hlghwa) men. Bandils nrc
nOI Ii~ely 10 be \el) ,ucccssful (or loog-ll\cd!). but -.ophi ... ticat·
ed thievc... can plan and execute comple"( !>theme.. 10 rub tile
\\cahhy.

Adl'(mIllSt'~:AJenne....... Acute SCn-.c.... and Night Yj'lon :lrC
all u'iCful. Common Sense, Danger Sen.-.c. and Intuition mighl
keep the oUllaw out of lrouble.

f)is{l(ll'(lIIwSt'~: Luv. We;lhh le\el, and Social Sugma are
common. Any "ncgallve" Mcru:11 Di:),.,dvamage v.auld fit. Some
thie\es v. ill have a Code of Honor and a $cn\C of Duty 10 their
rricnd....

S/..il/s: Depending on hi!> area of expcni-.c. a thief will have
.-.orne or all of the rollO', ing "kill,,: C11111bing. l..ockpic~ing,

Plc~pocket. Stealth. Stn.oct\\ i..c, lind Wcapon S~ill... Fast·Talk
eun al"O help.

Barbariall
To the llvcmge ROlllllllclIl/en. tile lenn "barbarian" mclud­

t.-d e\ el)one frolll Ireland', !>avage Cells to the 'iOphbtk.ItCtl city­
dwelling Panhian~. In geneml. anyone "ho doc" 1101 dl"C!>s or
behave li~e a Grce~ Of Roman citi/en will be "Cen as a barbar·
ian. St.oe S"dal SlIgmll. p. 36.

TIle Slcr\.'Ot),plcal barbarian i... the Gennallle tribesman, leg·
cndary for hi!> br:l\ery and ferocity. The Got:h~ (GllfOllt'.\ in
Latin) v.cre a Gcnnan tribe: they bt.'Cume the greatest threal to
thc Empire. eventually infiltr.lling and o\emmning it.

CHARACTE
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Gcm13nic barbarians can intero<:t ~ ith Roman charJC1Cf"Ii in
different ways.11lcy l'un be war sla\cs. scn. ing as anything from
cOlllmon laborers to gladialon.. 11lcy can al~ be auxiliary
troop:.. \~orking with the regular Roman anny - und by the lime
of lhe LaiC Empire. barbarians lire the Roman :mn)'.
Altcnlmi\cly, all the pc~ can be barbarians. balllin~ against the
Empire.

Other Ilarbariam mcludc the Gaul" the fin;1 barhariaJ1S who
captun.'d Rome; the Scythmns. nlOOlllt.."d archers that precOOI.'d
the Huns and Mongols: the Pim and Scoo. who fought with
prinlHi\c \l.caponl> and ferocity: and the wamors of African
tnbcs.

A(/IYl1Iwges: Chieftains coold hu\c Ally Group!'. All combat­
oriented :ld\~.rnlag~ arc pOM,iblc in lhc archct)pical barbarian.

DiwuJwmwgt's: In a Roman selling. Social Stigma (-10 or
-15 points) or Primiti\'c arc appropriatc. Rivaltribcs makc good
Enemics (Rome il\Clf could be an enemy. but the lribesman
,hould havc inl1icted significant hann to the Elllpire'~ interc..."ts.
and the fo~cs arr.lycd against him .... ould be impressive!).

SkilJ.r: Survh':ll skills appropriatc to the barbarian'Jo habllal.
~'Iost malc.." of primitlvc tribes Will be proficient in their tradi­
lion'll wcapon..".

IJou1lty Hunter
Thi" occupation appeared during the 5th century. at the

height of the barbarian invasions into Rome. Sevcral Romans.
mcluding Emperor Valcm....taned offering reward... for barbarian
hcads. in an cffon 10 encourage pri"a1C citi7.cns and othcr bar­
barians 10 hum the GO!hic invndcrs down. One of the nlOSl
famous rounty humc~ was the Gcmlan .... anior Charietto ('OCC
~idcbar. p. 118).

Bounty humers were cither barbarians lun.-d by the hope of
rev..ards. or Roman dlllcns moti\~Jted by greed or seeking
revengc. Some might ha\'c 10lot friends or family to the barbar·
ians: no.... they had an excuse to cven the M.'Ore. and a chance to
make a profil :It Ihe samc timc!

At!I'(l/lwgt.'.r: All combal-oricnted a(hantagcs are useful. A
good or fCaNJrllc Reputation will be helpful to collect the
rev.ards.

IJis(u/wmw.ftes: Bloodlust is \cry appropriate. cOllsidering
the re\\ani was paid for b....rbarian "('lul.f. Many bounty hUlllc~

will havc a Social Stigma. Gothic bands. or even whole tribc..".
may become Enemie...

Skilb-: Stealth and Area Kf'IO'o',ledgc will be helpful 10 slay
one ,tep ahead of the target.

Burellucrat
l1lC nlCrnbc.... of the Roman cj\ll .;erVlce held great po....'cr

behind the sccn~. lhcy lnew how the governmem was rtalJy
run. and accurnulatt."d wealth and pcmcr behind the backs of aris­
tocratlc ~upcriors \\ho considered \\orking with numbc~ and
papers to be below them. Roman burcaucruts came from sc\eral
dilTerclll .... alh of life. Many of them .... ere fom\Cr lola\'cs. typical­
ly Gl'"CCks (somc of them wcre still slu\cs). Othcr'lo were fonncr
Rom:m officers of the centurion runk.. using their talenb on the
home front. Later on. ll\Cmbcrs of the cqucslrian and palrician
('Iasses took over the higher pctloitiOfllo. In Imperial times. many

ocli\e-duty )()Idiers \\cre used in proyincial gO\cmance as polke.
ta.' collectors. market nnd customs ooministrators. scribes. and
assislanb to the go\'ernors and judicial coon servants.

Evcn the humblest ch'il servants enjoyed an impressivc
Slandard of li\ ing. Musicus. a sla\'e who sen'ed as a minor pub­
lie SCI"\'1111t in Gaul. had a <;tafl' of 15. including:1 personal physi­
cian. sccrelarie.... fOOImen. oc'Coumants. and a young ....'oman
with no apparent duties.

Bureaucrats might occasionally leave lheir offices 10 con­
duct invcstigations. FornlCr military men. for in..tance. often likc
to St."\." things for themselves. Some civil servants were charged
with supervising and policing the fCSl. nmking loUrc thaI collcci'
t."d taxes and go\'crnmcm funds were n0l5tolen. An invesligating
functionary and his stafTcould make an cngaging group. dealing
with counly intrigue from thc bottom up.

Admll/tlgl's: Comfon.able or higher Weahh is common. A
I).Jtron. usually SOlllCOIIC higher in the .!oCn'ice. is helpful.

Di.sat!mmagl's: Slave.... :Ind fn."Cdmcn will havc a low Statu...
and Social Stigma. e\'cn when lhey arc wC3lthy and powerful.
CO\\'nrdicc and GfL--ed .... ould fit lhe lotercc:xypc.

Skills: AdminblrJlion. F:1S1.Talk. Mathemm..ics. and PolilkJo
arc all useful.

Chariot Driver
Chmiot racing (<;cc p. 101) was perhaps the Illost popular

sport in the Roman world. 'Ibe a/lrig(le (charioteers) were OftCII

slave." or freedmen: their status could only rise if they proved to
be talented riders. 1llcy could Ix."COlllC nalional heroes and retire
rich. On the other hand. this was a vcry dangerous sport. not only
inside the Cirm.\· M(u;mus. but before the raccs. Thc wagering
on the e\'enlS was so inten"C thai attcmpL" were made on the lives
of favorile conlestan!S.

Charioteers "cre the anciclll world's cquivaleru of modem
jockeys and racc car drivers. They had to have keen rencxes and
nerves of steel. 1llcy arc best played as rcckle...s "top gun"typcs,

AdwlIIwge.r: A good chariOtccr will soon C:lJl1 a wide...pread
Reputation. Toughness mighl help survi\'c a bad crash.

O;s(J(/mlllagt'.r: All charioteers stan with a low Status and
Social Stigma. Somc drivcn. get Greedy.

Skills: TC:l.Illsler (HOf'loC). Whip. and Animal Handling.

Christiall
Adherents of the Christian religion (sec p. 113) becamc

widespread throughout the Empire. despite thc fact Ihat
Christianity was outlawed for ovcr 200 years. Christians wcre
<;()nlClim~ :lIl't=Sted. cxiled. and CXC'CU\(.."d in the arena. In Other
instances. Christians. Jt.......s. and other Eastern religions somc­
times anackcd cach othcr. igniting riots. Aftcr 300 A.D..
Christianity tx.-camc more Iegitimatc. llnd was adopted as the
official religion of the Empire by lhe end of the century.

Chri..tians could belong to any profession. soci::l.1 class. and
clhnic group. Originally. the religion was mainly practiced by
fonner Jew!l and other Semitic groups. but il spread through
North Africa and the McditclTJIlcan. Towards thc 4th century. il
Ix..-came popular ....,ith soldiers.

At!l'tlllwges: As appropriate to the Christian's profession or
social class.
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Djsnd\'anla~ts: All Christians had a Secret ranging in \'3IUt
from -5 10 -30 pOtnl". depending OIl the SC\'Cnl) of the pero:ecu·
l&OOS al the ume. See p_ 36.

51-dls: Thrology (Chrisuan). Man) ChnSlJaflS \\ert also
U'alned In public ~pc:ai.lng (Bard and Performance).

Courier
1llc Impenal rouners "cre the: nlC:"'iCngcrs of the Empll''C.

The) earned military dl~paIChes. official prodamalions. and
bure:mcr:llic reports. Usually they rode hoNeS. changing moun~

at cvery relay stalion. Somctimes the contCllt~ of their poochc\
\lIere \cry valuable or cmbarrd£\,ing. and courier.> might be
ambushed. Also. a lonc mm:lcr Wall al\\:1)\ at risk in the more
rclnote parts of the Empire.

Couners arc idt:31 for a solo ac!vcnlure or campaign. 1llc)
are among the first peoplc to ~1lO\\ about e\en~ along the bar·
ders. CompletlOg the IaSk at hand IS JUst pan of the 3£henlure­
messengers rome IOto cootact WIth people from all walks of hfe.
C\en fOf'Clgners. and the: IlC\\S the) deh\'ercan SIIr up local p~,
Trusted COllnm rna) be scnt on secret nllsslom. somclllTlCS
accOffip;101ed by other Impenal agcnts.

AtlHl1llas:t's: Danger Sense may ~ccp the lone ffiCS:.enger
allvc.

Dj~(u/I'{m/{lgl's: DUlY to thc poq \Crvice. Some COllric~ arc
0\ crconfidcnt

Sk,lls: RidlOg (Horse), <;Dille SUr"\I ...al
sL.II1l.: combat skills arc unponanL

Dil'iller/lWogicioll
1llc Roman peoplc \\cre nOlooou.)l)

supc:r~lluous. From Store~ ners 10 Emperors.
Ihc:) soughl the: ac!\ ICC of astrologers and oIhc:r
dl\I~ 10 delenlllrJe If future actlon~ \\crc: 10
be successful. Some dn IIlers \\ ere members of
the pncst classes. \\ hlle others SCI up shop on
their 0\\ n. Weather rnagc..~. healcrs. and 'pint
3ppc:U."Crs wcre aJ<;() common lhroughout thc
Empire. See pp. 108·110 for more about dh in·
109 and umcns.

DependlOg on the campaign. GM" can
decide thai dl\lne~ and magIcians are I,Clf­
deluded or gn=ed) aoo'iCr'o of Other;' gulhbllll)
- or true: fortune: Iellers .... Ith n1)slCnous J)O\\­

ers, Or nl.3)be both L.ltkb ctJe'(isl. and 3(hen·
tUf'Cro; .....111 be hard·pre<;sed to lell them apan_
Sec pp. 11.a-116 for maglcaJ campaign...,

AdI(JJJlag~s: MagIcal Aptitude or Clcril'31
hl\c\tment for the tNc dl\lllCr... Succc~ful

OIleS ma) be Wealth).
Dis(u/l'{lIIlagl'l: Gn."t.-d and Lu.inc.....s lila)

1I101lVlltc ch:lrlalan~.

S~iIIs: Bard 1<; u\Cful for both the real and
fa~e dnlllcr. to illlpre\~ lW\\ds. F:L"I-TalL..
Runmng. and Slcalth ma) uve dn Iller.; \\ ho
makc gl"O"'Sl) Illaccuralc pnx!lcuons.

Gang Member
1lle ClI) of Rome was plagued b) lotreet warfare for most of

Its hJSIOf). c\cn before the oownfall of thc= Empire. Man) gangs
.... ere not 100 different from the urban gangs of loW). \\uh )Imi­
lar conceptS of ''lurf''

OLher gang~ ..en ed the Inlcn..•..ts of pohucal facuOfb of
Rome. Scnat~. tnbunc£. and \\cahh) mcochunll> all had ...mall
grouJb of "cllcnts" thai \\eJ"C not abo\c commllung <tel\. uf \ 10­
Icnee agaiml rivals. Tl1c SlreCt ........ Ocl\\ccn Clodlu\ and Milo
during 53 a.c. 1\ a famou" cxample of gang violence.

Gang mcmber-. can be played 3......treel·bred lOugh.......ith
onl) a ~mal1enng of 10) all) 10 their Clllplo) cr;. Man) .... cre cx·
gladiator; dc1l\cred fmm sla\cl) by the pt)\\crful men the)
sened. Some .... erc former soldiers. 51111 'iCr"\'lOg thc=lr generals in
a more ronfU."llOg urban ballleground.

Ad\'Qnla~t'S: All combat-onenlcd 8£hant.:1gcs are aprropn­
aiC. Danger Sense and LocL. are helpful. Gang ~~ or !heIr
po'oIocrful 'i~ make appropriatc Patrons. Leader PC.. can
rune their \\holc gang as an All) Group'

DlJo//lllnuu:n' Most gang member; an= Struggling or Poor
(c\cep\ )oung noble'i - 'iCe \Idcbar. P 14). Greed I"lhcrcfor-e com­
mon among them. Pohtical gang.. h:l\ c a DUlY to their cmplo)crs.

SAllis: Any .... eapon ..kilh. Street.... lsc, Fa... ,·T:llk. :md
Stcalth. RUlllllng. might come 10 hand) 10 elude n\'al\ or the cit)
guard.

HllR'ACTE



Gladiator
(i!;ldl,lllll' \\l,'I\: ..I.I\C cntcn,1l11l'I"- \\I'k) II\U~hl cadI 11Ihl'f

,md hlll:l,.,;t..rIUl;lll) ••lllholl1!h 1111" \\;1" more (Iflcn ''''11 10 l'llrl­
Jt:lIl1lcd I,.'nllllll;tl .. ) \\lld tx-,I~I" /l.I;U1~ It:d ..hnn. bnll,ll 11\l,'''.
Ihnugh .1 ..un:c....lul onc \\uutd no.: ,.bk III purch,lo,l,' hh In:cJmll
and kil\C thl,' art:n.' I-'or morc on !=laJI.lltlr1al\"omh.ll :llld hk.
""I,.' pp 'X..-N and IJlI' (i,I/IIi'\...1.1I1mg Oil p, 89,

\t1rtltltll~('\ CUllln..1 Renc\I,.· ... Ihgh P;nn -!llrc..hllld. ,lIld
·Iilllgllll"'.... , ~hl"l gladl;tltlT' \\111 ha\l,' 'IllIlC tc\d III RI,'PlJlilllOll
,I!tl,.·r ..ur. 1\ Ill!! l,'llllllgh t:n\·tlUIlICT'. A g\l\1li VUII..'", can 1I1lprt:.... lhc
;mJll,.'lIl,.·I,.'

/)/lm/mll/II,!I'I Gladl.:l/of\ ,In' .. I.lH:... hur h;J\ C k .... 01 ,I "",!!'
ilia Ihan ulhl,.'T' til tlK'lr I..lIId Ihe Social Sllgma from ht.'lllg a
gl,.dl,llllr I" \\orth -10 pOlnl.. p\)\l,'rt) or Dead IIml..c arc l'0111­
IlIOIl ,II liN. hul ..llr.:l·C.... I" hl..d) In I'h:lllgC Ihat, Grel,.'ti.
B1undlll"l. and Sadhlll are r.:Ollllllun (and Jll"l :.... appmpnatl'lur
Ihe wl(/II'I/II'fl.

S!..ilfl :\11::- mdt:c \\ l,'apllll, Bra\\ IIll!!, B(I\ Ill!!. ,Illd
Wrc..lhn!!, Bard .1IlJ Pcrt\lnnanl'C' arl' U.....rUll11 \\ llHllrlg Ihl' t';I\Or
or l'm\\d..,

MmU'l/lt'n On·lbnd WeJpelll Tr:UlIIll,;! II'. CI1701 \\,1."

commnn :ll11ong gl.ldl:ltnf\. c"JX.x-I:lIl) Ihuo,l,' \\ hn lllU!!hl \\ Ith
1\\0 "capon.. :11 once ht.'t' ChapIl,'r 6).

l..llwyer
1...:1\\)t:I"- \\crc almn..t .., numcwu.. lI\Rtllllc a."lhc) arc 111

(llt./;I}·.. \\orld \ .. lilt.' bllrlf~~ l:rt.'\\. 1m In,.' :md lIlur\' 'lIIC:ll/(m
mildc It .. \\;1::- In Ihl,' ~'Ulln" TIlt: RUlIl;ln la\\)Cf \\a.. \\cll-\cr-..cd
III 1... \\ :llld publh: ",X',II..lI1g, Ill.' u..uall) \\;1' rrom ;1 nohk or
\\t:.lllh) hacl..gmund, hUI tlK're \\ert: 1:1\\)CI'o lrum ptl0r had,­
gmulld...... hu hall canled I!lt:lr ptl..lllun.. ,

PC 1;1\\ )t:I' l'.1II gu 1'lC)omlll) Ill,!.! ..'a'oC"; Iht:) C;I/l 'oC;m:h tor
\\ Ilnr.: ..'C.. ur Iaum:h Ihclr 11\\ n HI\ l' .. llg..tl01l'. C'mnmal la\\ )CT'
~'\lllid 'l;lrt lilt.' pflN."..:utl(11\ of:t cnrnlll,ll, III '>lillIe \\ ,I~" Ihe) \\ ere
;1 ctllllhmallUIl 01 dctectl\e and lh ..!nI,.'1 alltmlC) Rome had II"

..lIarl,.' oJ ";Il1lnul;JIIl'l" dM.""I''' "lnl~~lln}; 1;1\\) ,'1' 11) lIJ}; III pm­

\ (II..C la\\ ..un.. ;lller all~ dl-':I..ICf tlr al,'(;I\knt.
Sl't: nit' I.n:/Il Snfl'ItI, pp 11-12, for all m t:f\ lC\\ tlr la\\ III

Ruman '>11("1\.'1)

t\(I\jJIII(j~I'\. Stux\.' ..,tul 1:1\\)l,'I' l'al1 IM\c high k\l,'h 01
Wl,';llth V\lIl'\' ,md Chan"1lI.1 are \cf) u\t.'ful, Cnllllllal la\\)l,'f\
l'uuld ha\c ..{rl'el C\lIll;lct..,

1)l\m/nllrIoIW\. Gn."Cd and ()\l'!'l'olltiJt:occ arlO ullcn found
;lIllong Rmll:m 1;1\\)\.'T', LJ\\~C'" tmm hUll1hlc origm':1n: ortcn
Slrll,ggllllg tIf t:\CII P\l\,r

S~j/k BanJ. LI\\. ,ml! POIIIIC", Pnl\,l,'cUIOf\ \\lluld ..1'>1) h:!\t:
Crlllllllultlg) and perh,lp" Slreel\\ 1\,1,',

HARACTE



Patrician
As me only citizens to claim membership into !he Senate by

binhright (sec p. 7). !he patricians had the most privileges and (at
least in Iheory) the hardest duties of Rome's citizens. A patrician
was expected 10 serve in st\uul militlU'y and ooministnnive
offices. 10 be good at all oflhe.m. and also to be a highly ooucal·
cd. moral. and exemplary man.

By the late Republican and Imperial times. many patrician
families were wrocked by OOITUption and vice. Young noblemen
spent their time in orgies and mindless pursuits (or gangs. p. 14)
while their fathers debated exhaustively in the Senate.
Upstanding citilcns and spoiled thrill-scek~ both add spice to
any 3dvcnturing pany.

Adwuft(Jg~s: Wealth and Status. Younger patrici3JlS might
have a Palron in their fathers instead ofWeahh. All patricians are
Uterote.

f)jSluJl'(mlag~s: "Model citi7,en" patricians could rnwe
Sense of Duty (Nation). Honesty. and Stroog Will. Their deca·
dent counterparts. on the olhcr hand. would Nwe several
Addictions. Lecherousness. Compul ive Gambling. and
Compulsive Carousing (sec: sidebar. pp, 55-56).

Skills: A patrician is expected 10 Ieam Administration. Bani.
Hislory. Llleralure. Philosophy.
Politics. Riding (Horse). Strategy.
Shorts\\.ord. and Tactics during his
career. ~'Iost patricians will ha\'e
almost all those skills (though some
will have them m default IC\'el).
Decadent arisllxrats and lheir brats
will have Carousing. Gambling. and
Fast-Talk.

Police/Fireman
Dunng the Imperial period. the city of Rome employed \'ig­

ill'S to patrollhc streets (sec: p. 16). 'These public servants had a
challcngmgjob. dealing with crime. riots. and the constant flJ'CS
that plagued the capital. A centurion or tribune in the \'igil('s was
the equhraJent of a SWAT-team commander. a police lieutcnant.
and a fire commissioner - perfect for cinematic or Special Ops
campaigns.

Adl'WIUlgt'S: Military Rank_ Legal Enforcement Powers.
Common Sense. Intuition. and Danger Sense would all be useful.

DlSluh'antagn' lk runk·and-file soldiers will probably
have low levels of Wealth and even Status (freedmen could serve
10 the I'(~i/I'S). A Le:lIous policeman could acquire Enemies in
the underworld.

Skill.f: All the skills ofa soldier (see p. 32). plus Firefighting
(~'VA). Cnminology and Streetwisc: are soon acquired by enter­
prislOg Roman patrolmen.

Priest
The lime pcnod of the campaign has a large role in deter­

mining "iable chamc:ter types and appropriate: challenges. Priests
or priestesses of the Roman pantheon were in charge of
religious ceremonies. some charities. and even divination; the
upper run~ of the Roman priesthood wielded great l'O"'er (those
position... being filled. in earlier periods. by patricians alone).

Later. Christian priests were orten singled out for persecution.
particularly those of high rank in the Church. They may spend
much of their lime denouocing heretical offshoots of their reli­
gion (see pp. 113·114.

AdwulIaga: Besides Clcrical InvestmenL some priests will
have Charisma. Common Sense. aod Empathy. Noblemen hold­
ing a priestly offICe will have high levels of Status and Wealth.
11Je priest's cult or church can be a Patron.

Djs(uJ\,(lJIlag~s: Divcrse Duties and Vows.
Skills: Theology. Also. some pricsts will have Bard. Fast­

Talk. and Sa\-mr-Faire. PriCSts \\. ho come from patrician families
will likely know aristocmtic skills such a... Savoir-Faire.

Sailor/Pirate
1l1c Romans called the Mediterranean Mall! Nosm",. (Our

Sea). Despile this pronouncement, the Rom3nS were not for the
most pan a seafaring people. Most sailors were Greek or
Phoenician (an offshoot of the latter. the Cartlulginians. were
Rome's chief rival for along time: sec p. 81).

1lle difference belween common sailors and pirates was
orten blurred: sometimes it was a matter of a larger merchant
ship happening upon a sm:dlcr one. Organi/..ed pirncy was also
widespread. The so-called "pimtc kingll" of Cilicia and Crete
made alliances with other nations against Rome. Pompey (see p.

49) destroyed those pirale kingdoms and
resculed the prisoners in desolated
provinces of the Empire. An ex-pirate with
a fC\\. tricks up his sleeve (and possibly a
gmdge) could be found almost anywhere.

Ad\'{Jlltagn' Ally Group. Reputation.
and Wea.lth belong to successful sailors and
pirntcs. In the mercilc.'iS sea. Luck can be a
bon",,_

Disad\'tUIlag~s: After a few )CaI'S of sailing or pinning.
accidents and combat moy leavc their mark: One-Anncd or
One·Handed. Ooe-Eyed. and Lame sailors are common.

Skills: Swimming and Seamanship are almost universal.
Greek and Punic are the 1Il0\1 common languages among
sailoo.

Secret Agellt
Both the Roman government nnd pcwate Individuals used

agcnts for espionage. a'iSllssmUllon. nnd Other "coven" opera­
tions. Some wert recruited from the anllY. \\.hile others may
have risen from the \'iolent slum.\. (sec Gang Mt'mMr; p. 29).
Thcy also included paid infonnants working undercover for rival
govcmments (or noble houses. or political panics). Both male
and female agents existed. opening thiS charncler type 10 the usu­
ally sheltered Roman womcll.

Ad\'Wl1ag~s: Most agcnts have a P'dtron. although his fre­
quency of~ will "aT) widely. Charisma. Combat
Renexes. and Alenness an: u.\oCful. Luck always helps.

DiSlu/IVullagu: Duty to the agcnl's employer. Some agents
have Fanaticism as a molivutor. whIle others art Greedy.

Skills: Acting. Disguise. Fast-Talk. and as many languages
as possible. Area Knowledge of vanoos regions allows agents 10
act in diverse pans of the Empirc.



Sla,'e
Much of the population of Rome was made up of slu\'CS.

Their condition and lteatment \'UJied widely - some were used
as little more than beasts of burden. \\ hile Olhcrs all but ran their
masters' estates. Still, slavcoO'o"'ners always had lhe JI'O""ef of life
and deam mer their '"prOpeny:' Slaves who S3\'ed enough
money \\c:rt: able to buy their freedom; lhe a1tem3tive was 10 run
away, a \'ery risky proposition.

Slu\'cs C3Jl be: found In My walk of Roman life. In a
millwy campaign. sla\es \\',11 be lhe personal ser\'an15 of high­
runking offtcm (even common soldiers sometimes purchased
sla\'es). Many sla\'cs became spies for lheir owner's enemies.
either for !he promise ofenough money La eam their freedom or
10 pay back abuse from lheir master. Some slaves \\ere warricn
captured in banle. and occasionally rebelled violenlly.

Ex-slaves (/i~rti) wen: common throughout lhe Empire.
1bey usually belonged 10 the lower middle class. but some
became very rich. Regardless. the children of freedmen were full
Roman citi .....cns. A campaign COI.Ild focus on the party's rise from
slavery to frttdom. and even pD\\cr.

Ath'On1ag~s: High Pain Threshold and
Toughness will help endure the hardships
of slave life.

DuLJdwJ1ftllg~s: SI:I\l:S ha\'e a Social
Sugma ranglOg from ·10 10 ·20 potn15,
dependmg 00 their siluauon. Their Stalus is
·1 or lower. PO\en)' and De3d Brole are
almost unJ\ersaJ al first.

Skills: Di\ersc: Professional Sl.llIs,
depending 00 the slave's funcoon. Fast­
Talk. Savolr-F3.lre. and Acung art \eJ')

common, as art thieving skills. Pelty theft
and I)tng "ere sometimes the only
"ea~ slaves had ag:unst their owners.
Fonner wamen "'III have skills 3$ the
Barbanan character (see p. 27).

Soldier
The trooper.; of lhe Roman legions defended and cxp:mded

the Empire for SOO years. The legionanes were lmincd. disci­
plined lJoOldl~. \'el)' similar to the members of a modem army.
Autih3l)' (TOOpS "ere less orgamzed. and some hired Barbarians
10 fill their ranks (see p. 27).

M~ archelyplCal characters from old WWll mo\ICS could
be foond 10 the leglOfb - the 031\ e country 00) seelOg strange
t'IC'\\ lanili; the tough. cynical sergeant: the idealistic oma..-r ...
or G~h and players could draw 00 the different experience of
lhe Viet Nam "''ar and tr.lnsplant It to the dark side: of Roman
"arfan:. For more IOformauon on Roman soldierS and thear ene­
ml~. ~ Th~ l1gions. SlartlOg on P 72.

Alh'lmta,,~s: R311l.. Status. and Wealth usually go hand 10

hand 10 Rome. Expenenced uoopcrs will have picked up
Combat Rcne.tcs_

Dis(llh'allfllg~s: IAlly is UIll\Crsal. Sense of DulY (10 coun·
try. fncnds. or underlings). Intolerance. and Fanaticism are com­
mon, Young pnvates may be Honest and Gullible. "hlle more
hanJcncd veterJns Illay hu\c Bud Temper. Bloodlust. and Bully.

Skills: Besides the skills described in Chapter S, some
legionaries will have Scrounging. di\'erse Survivals. and often a
language other lhan Latin.

Trader
Commerce was more 3CU\'C during the Imperial period than

al an) other bl'Tle until the 16th century. Goods from Britain
made their way to marlcts 10 Egypc and Syria. and \'ice versa. A
man "ho was not afraid of the ngors oftnnel could male: hiS
fortune by purchasmg merchandise and Ir.lJ1sportlOg it 10

pnwinces ",here It was scarce. TnKIers "ere also explorers,
seeking new markets and trade routes to break other merchants'
monopolies. Enterprising traders were probably the firsl (0 visit
China and other remote pans ofAsia. Ronun pro\'incial officers
often used traders for diplomatiC and intelligence-gtuhcnng pur­
poses: 3 well-known merchant had more connections in some
I"CIIl(){C areas th3n anyone else.

Roman-born characters are not vcry likely 10 be trudel'S.
Roman noblemen were barTro from trade. and the Roman!> who

became merchants tended to stay in Itnly
and the most civili7..ed Imperial provinces.
Most lm\'e1ing merchan15 "ere of Glttk
or Semitic extnlction. Some foreign
traders became \'ery Roman17.ed. ho\loev­
cr. 3dopung the culture and language of
the Empire. and C"enlually becormng Cit­
izens (although thiS lasl broughl the
IIlcorl\'eme~ of exlm tnxauoo).

Ad\'anta8~s: Wealth is common.
Chansma and Voice fael htate trans­
actions. Begmning merchants \\111 ha\e a
Plllron pro\·tding the funds. somctm'lCS a
Roman patrician. Contacts are helpful.

/)ullill'llfllagn: Greed and Miserly
are lhe stereotypical dls:l£h-antages. Other
trader.. could Ix: Enemies if the competi­
tion were fierce.

Ski/l~': Besides Administration. Fas(­
Talk. and Merchant. a tmdcr will know several languages.
Tr.neling lr.lders will have a wide range of Area KRO\\ledgc
skills. Sea merchants "ill have the skills of a SallorJ'PJrme (see
p. J I).

Traveling Thinker
The HellcOiSlIC tradltlOO created a class of mulu-sl.llled

scholars \\00 dedicated themsd\cs to Slud)'lOg the world_lk)
combmed philosoph). hlstOJ'). and the inf311t sciences 10 their
bools. Some of them "anted to male their otben'iltions fir..t­
hand. and lm\'eled throughout the Empire and be)ood. A fC\\
attached themsehes to mlhlar) uMs to repon their feats. Otheni
launched !hell' 0\100 etpedltlOt1S IOta far-nung lands. And after
maklOg their dl"CO\enes. more tr.wels awaIted them 00 the
lecture circUlI.

Alh'llntagu: Eidetic Memory. Lilcrac). and Mathematical
Ability. Wealth or a Patron Will help pay the ptulosophcr's "a).

DiJlIdmlltagi.'s: Absent-Mindcdness. Bad Temper. and
Stubbornness arc common among ill·humored thinker...



ROMAN NAMES IYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY'iYyyyvYvM
Male Romans from a goOO family (Status 1+) had up 10

three different names. plus a nickname thul changed with lime.
The first nallle was the /}/umomt!ll, identical 10 the modem fil"!ll
name. used during infonnal o(,:ca.!>ions between friends or
ocquainlaoces. TIle middle name. or IIOtllf''I 8ell/iI~. was Lhe most
imponam one. since il idcnlific.."d !he clan to which thai person
belonged. The Jast nallle was me cOGt'OtllNI, which indicated the
(:101ily brooch of the main clan. For instance. Galus Julius Caesar
belonged to lhe lulii clan and theCa~ family.

Many first names also became S(."Cond and last names.
because by custom the name of the pillerfiullifi{lS (sec p. 5) Wall

adoptL-d as a family name.
Women were given two nanteS unlil the)' manicd. Her first

name was the feminine foml of her father's nOllletl (i.e.. the
draughlcr of Octu\'ius would be nallled Oct::lvia); this was fol­
lowed by a cogllOmen to indicme the order of her binh. such as
Maior (oldest). Minor (youngest). Secwll/a (second·born). and
so on. After marriage. the "oman got;) modified fonn of her
husband's cogllomen. Sevcral male names .....ere also originally
meanl to show the order of binh; Ihey included Quinlus (the
Fiflh). lXocil1lus (the Tenth) and SO on. although by the
Republican period they were no! given in numcrical onier and
were jU!>1 nan~.

Romans of humblc binh somctimes
made do with only their "omen. although
more usually they had a IWlllen :Uld cog­
"omefl. In addition. titles and nicknames
.....ere Mllnetimcs allached to thc first name.
and the combination was thell used for m~t
occasiom. For instancc. Roman gcncntl and
consul Lucius Cornelius Sulla ('-CC p. 49)
called himself "Sulla the Lucky" (Sulla
Felix). and was kllOwn that "3y for most of
his laller career. Other nicknames were le3s
nauering: diclutor Fabius was named Fabius
Cunctalor (Fabius the [)C.1a)'er) "hen he
tried to a\'oid din.-ct confrontation "ilh
Hannibal. Other nid,n:lIllCS refer to the per·
"On's name land. Some examples are on the
following page. A simple w:lY 10 come up
with u nid..name is to check the charneter's
adV'J.ntagcs :lnd disadvantages and to look
up the Lalln "oni for them. picking the
rnOst appropriate adjl.'Cth c.

By Illlperiaillmes. names became e'en
more complicated. Adoption wa.s common in Rome. 1llc adopt­
I.-d child (or m:U1 - adoption of adull.s wa.s practiced to secure
noble family Iineagc,) l'C(.·cjvoo the name ofthc adopting family.
and a WCle1l0lf/(!tJ of the adopter's chok'e (usually a tnlditlonal
one: most families had lradilionul first names). Hoocver. his old
lIomeli gelilife (middle or dan name). modifkd by -ianu~. would
be added 10 refer to the udoption. Thu\,. a Furiu!> Canullu!> adopt­
ed by IAocius Caccilius Metcllus would became Luciu.. Cacdliu..
t\'lctellu.'i Camillianus. Gaius Octavius. adoptl.'d by Gaius luliu!>
Clcsar. became Gauis fulius Caesar Oct:wianus.

Slaves had one name only. :Uld that usually tl "sluve name:'
On being freed and becoming Roman citizens (only those freed·
men gaining Roman dtii'..cnshlp could legally do thi..) t!ley took
on their famlcr master's first namc (pml!tlOfllt'n) and family or
clan name (flome/l gemi/e). keeping their sluvc name as a cog­
/lomell. For example. the ..lave Syrus. freed by Guius M:mus
Apclla. would become Gaius Mariu.. S)'nlS - in em,oct founding
a new family of the Marii clan. Others were given the names of
Greek heroe.'i and gods: there were sl3vc,s named Ares. UII)·scs.
Hercules. and Achilles. for inSlance.

COMMON ROMAN NAMES
Latin had only a vcry limill.-d range oflradilional first names

(prtlt'lwl/lilla). More first names tum up in the laiC Empire.
Following are lists of possible names lhal can be pUI togelher to
make full names. All of the male name.'i helow have a female
fonn: drop the last two lelleN oflhe name and replnee t!lcm with
the leuer A. Cluudius becomes Claudia. and <;Q on.

Traditional praellQwina:
Appius. Aulus. Galus. Gmlcus. Decimus. Aaviu!>. Julius.

Lucius. Marcus. Manlus. Mudus. Publius. Quintus. Rufus.
Sergius. Servius. Sexlus. Spurius.
Salvius. libcriu~. TItus. Vibius.

Possible 110111;110 gentile
(clan trames):

Aemllius, Alblus. Annacus.
Anlliu~. AppIUS. Aurelius. Caecilius.
Cueculus. Caclius. CalUl1us.
Cluudiu'i. Cloom... Collatinus.
Comclius. Crispus. Cunius. Diuhu~.
Dru'ius. Enlllus. Fabius. Falemus,
F:lUstu'i. A:uninius. Furius. Gellius.
Hcnnilllus. HirtIUS. Horalius.
,·IO<;IUS, IcilLu... luliu.... lunius.
L:.lchm. Lidlliu~. Li,'iu). Lucanus,
Lucretiu~. Maellus. tvlaccius.
Muncinu3. tvluniliu!t. Manlius.
Mernrniu!t. Mcncnius. r-,'Ieuius,
Minucius. Naevius. Oclavius.
Ovidius. Pupiniu~. Putcrculus.
Pctroniu.s. Plnariu~. PlaulU~. Pliniu'i.
Pompcius. Pomponiu... Ponlius.

Porcius. Proculu'i. Publiu3. Snl1u'itius. Scplil1lu!>. Scslius. Statius.
SuclOlllus. TarpclUs. Tatius. Tcrcntius. Tibul1us. Tullius. Valerius.
Velleius. Vergllius. Verglllius. Virbiu<;. Vit/llvius.

Possible cognomina (bynllmes/family !lames):
Afer. Agnppa. AltlCUS. Cue~ar. Cah'u'i. CalC. Ccbus.

Flaccus. Lcnlulus. Lcpidu3. Maro. Martiali<;. Maximus.
Meletlus. Nasica. Ncpos. Nero. Otho. Pen.iu~. Pl:.nlllax. !)il:lluS.
Pollio. !)os:turnus. l\llther. Scuc'·ola. Se\Cnl!>. Varro.

HARACTE



ROMAN NICKNAMES
1kse art: some common Roman nacknames. By the end of

the Republican period. many of these mcknames had Ix:come
proper names. handed doI4'n O'er generauons. and had oocJung
to do With the 3duaJ quaJu.les of the pt:rson. Nicknames chal
became proper names are marlcd b) an astensk Ce).

Achacus (the GTtt:k)
Achlllc'us (heroic. br.J\c. and

handsome """')
Arc~ (from Afnca)
Afri(,'anus (from Africa)
Cah'u\" (me Bald)
Felix (lucky)
Floccus· (weak. nubby)
Gr.ICCUS (the Gn..'ck)
Gracculus ("'Iiule Greek:'

uS(.'t! a..~ an insull)
InvielUs (im incible. uncon­

querable: this nickname
was rarely given seriously)

ItnJw. (the llalian)
Lcnlulus· (the s~,)
Lcptdus" (pleasant. deganl)
Llb)-s (the L) bian)

MaJor ([he EJdef)
MarroIlCUS (the Egypti;}J). or

from the Egyptian city of
Marca)

NllUlICUS (~Ilor)

Panhicus (the Panhinn: also
onc .... ho defe:llcd the
!),oUthians)

Pemix (the swift)
Pcrsicu~ (the Persian)
Penina.,· (Icnacioos)
Plscutot (fishcnnan)
Pilmus· (spcannan)
Pocnus (the Phoenician or the

Canhaglnlan)
Posturnus· (the last-born)
Sc3e\'olu· (left-handed)

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••APPEARANCE ~IY I I IYU'h l'tj'y'U Innl I fjUn~n
'The 3\er.lge Roman h3d dark curty hall'. and averaged 5'4"

In height Subtract 5 ioches from the normal Height/Weight
Tllble In the lJasir XI. TIus was doe 10 the Jack of procdn in their
diet, particularly during childhood. 'The same was lnJe of most
Olhcr McchtclT".U1cans. Gaul" and Gennans "ere famed for theIr
si/.e. For Gauls. Gennan... and other WC!llem Europeans. usc the
nornml -3" modifier for pre-19th-century characters. See
FlIShuHI, pp. 21-22.

'Thc most common half cokK ....-as block or dar\. bro\l. n.
Blood h:ur "'as most common In !he North. due to CeltiC mflu­
ence. Red hair was all but unL.llQ\\.n umil contact .... llh the
Gcnnan.. became more common. ~'Iosl Roman.. kept their half
short and sruwed, at lea."1 unul the laic Imperial pcnod..... '.cn
beards became fashion3blc. Roman .... omen wore thelr hour long
and curly. OccasIonally. blonde h~llr Cllme into \'oguc and \OlllC
WOlllell would wcur wigs lilt/de of rhe hair of Gallic ,Iu\'c 8"b.

ADVANTAGES, DISADVANTAGES,
AND SKILLS yyyy~yyyyyJyyyyy¥yyyyyyy¥yy¥y¥yyyvyy¥

Many of !he c:~istlng GURPS adV3Jltages. disadv3n13g~.

and ~lll1~ can Ix Interpreted In 11 different manner \lohtn apphed
10 a campaign In Anc,ent RolllC. In addillon, scvernJ 0C\4 mantnJ
ans ablhtlCS are appropn11Ie for !hIS camJxugn setting.

ADVANTAGES

Allies see p. 823
1llc Roman Empire is an Ideal background for political

mtnguc. Allies can be gauKXI.. loo;t, or e\en turned into Enemio.
PI3)'er; will le3fTI me mcanmg of "Machia\eIlian" if thty are
kepl In the dark about schemes and factions. Powerful cncml~
can be countered by new assocmtes (balancing points on the

character sheet) but GM, I\:m= the option of CTe31I\c1y pcnahl'
mg diplomats \loho alienate or belrol) their allies.

Ally Group see p. CI19
SOl'lk' Roman charactcr.'l ha\C lo)aJ groups of foJlO\locn,

(c!lcnb), each of\lohorn IS \loCal.Cf than ttlc PC. but \loho collec·
lI\el) form a suppon group for the character. Noblcnk'n h:ld
groups of loyal men under their control. B) !he Imperial tlnk'.
armIes \locre more oflen lo)al 10 their comrn:mdcrs than 10 Ilk'
Empire: the commander could ha\c part or all of hI' anny :1.<;; an
Ally Group. See pp. Cl19-20 for pomt ~(S, gl'Ollp Sll.e, and fre­
quenC). A Roman cohort or tI coorc Df h,ghl) -u.uncd gla(h.'.lIOl'"
would count a.'i a 3O-poinl group.
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C/erica/lm'estmellt see p. 8/9
In .:! histOric.:!1 non.magic.:!1 campaign. clerical invcstmelll

works as described on the Basic S~I. If Roman pricS;ts havc div.
ination power.>. increa.'>C the COSt to 10 points. This allows the
priest to IC3ITl one approprimc Dh'ination spell (!loCC p. 115).

DestillY see p. C/3S
The sidcbars on pp. 105 and lOS· I JO discuss omcns and

their intcrpretation: nlC Etrllscan Art (p. 115) T'Cviews magic div·
ination rites. Here arc some sample destinies for Roman heroes:

Gf'f!lIl At!I'lIIlWgt': 15 points. The char.lCler is fated to
achieve greatness in hi, lifetime - he lIlay become a victorious
gcneral. an imponant pan of the govcmment. maybe cven
Emperor! Sooner or latcr ;1 fonunate cvcnt will ful/ill the char·
acter's fatc. 1llC liming and pn.-·dse dellliis of the cvcnt are not

dctennined. but it will happen. e\cn if he is on hi~ deathbed at
the time.

Major AtJl'{lIIwgt': JO points. 1bc chanlCter Illay be doomed
to dic in a panicular placc. or in a panicular fashion: at ~a. by
the hand of an Emperor. undcrground. or whatcvcr. Fatc can
throw in a few surprises: the sea may nood his homc while he
sleeps. the general again"t whom he marches i~ the future
Emperor. or he may livc m the fOO( of Mt. Vesuvius. where his
house will be buried undcr lon~ of ash. effectively putting him
below the ground.

Millor Adl'tlllwge: 5 poinL". 1llC character may be on hand
to avcngc the death of a promincnt Ronmn. or to S;lVC the
life of a man who will go on to greatcr things.

Minor t!iSluJl'lItlw8t': -5 points. He mny :.lccident:ll­
Iy causc the demh of nn irnponant Roman. or may S,1\C
the futuT'C Emperor's lifc by getting in the way of the
dc:lthblow.

Mtljor tJ,SluJl'allwge: -10 points. The fated pcr.;on
might be laic with a message for the Emperor. a m~sage
thaI WarTl(,,'d him of as.'.assin:.. and which might havc
saved his life. Or he miglll have executed the only com­
petent general in a threatened provincc. c:.lusing iL" loss
to barbarian inv1ldco;..

Great DiSlltJl'tll//tlgl!: ·15 points. He IIllght be fated
10 be killed by Gemlan barbarians \\.hile leading a
Roman anny againsl them. His death wcaken5. the frontier. and
the Gcnnans run unchecked through the Empire. dcslroying
whole citie.~ a.~ lhey rampage. (A Destiny this serious can be
detected by lllagic. and will be surrounded by cvil omcns. such
as nocks of owls. falling eagles and SO on.)

Literacy see p. 821
A large proponion of the Roman population knew how to

re..d and writc. Literacy is a free advantage (0 points) in CUNl'!i
/mperifJl Rome. Historically. those at Slatus 0 or Icss- and those
from outsidc Rome - wen: usually illiter:lle. Historically accu·
rate PCs frolll these social groups should take lIIitcracy for ·10
points in this sclling. but this ·10 poinu docs nol count against
any disadvantage limit set by the OM. Howcvcr. Pes do not I/lH't'

to be hi~torieally accurate: they can be Litcr:ltc gladiaton. cap­
tured in Ocmlania. lflhey really \\anl.

Playeo;. may choose 10 rolcplay scmi-literale characters (see
p. CI29). Scmi·Litcr:l<:y is worth -5 points in this sclting. Roman
writer.>. cspecially toward the latc Imperial period. loved to usc
obscuft.· tenm and phmscs. and 10 pilc metaphors into their writ­
ings. Ill11Jdng them in<:olllprchcnsiblc to lllOSt noonal Latin
speakers. Legal documcnts and literary teXb (likc poetry) will
n..'quire a scmi-lileratc pen.on to roll IQ-6 for comprehension.

Military Rank see p. 822
l1lc Roman AmlY has an organi/.cd ~ystel1l of military r.ltlk:

somc of the ollices also mark a civilian adminislrativc post. how­
ever. Consuls 3nd Dictators. for instance. arc both in command of
the arnlY and. to !>OI1lC degree. of the civilian government.

Rank 8: Consul; Dictalor; Emperor
Rank 7: Provincial Govcrnor; Praetorian PrefL"Ct:

Italian Aeet Prefect
Rank 6: legionary Lcgme: Prefect of a provincial neet
Rank 5: L3Iiclave (Senior) Tribune: Primus Pilu~:

Prefect of the Camp
Rank 4: Prefect of an aJa or coltOn; Angusticlave (Junior)

Tribune: Centurion of the First Cohon
Rank 3: Ccnturion: Aeel Caplain
Rank 2: Auxiliary Decurio: Optio
Rank I: Principalis: Signifer
Rank 0: Common soldier

Patrons see p. 824
l1lc idea of patronage wa..~ a fundrtmClllal

COncCpl of Roman culture. Ahn~1 cvcry free
man in Rome owed some son of infonn:lIloy·
alty to a powcrful individual or family. and
receivcd help in relurn. The relationship
belween p.1tron and c1icnt is described in
Chaptcr 2. Thus. this advantage is more com­
mon in a Roman campaign Ihan in other game
world!\. Somc suggcsted base v<llues for
Pmrons are given below: the)' must be modi­
fied by Ihe Frequency of Appcaral1ce.
Remember thatthc Duty owed to a Patron will

usually be proponionallo his fn..'quency of appearnm.'c.
A gang Icader. rich merchant. centurion. or young mcmber

of a senatorial family is wonh 10 poinL~. Frequency of appear­
ance is usually 12 or less: these Patrons will have fewcr clients
and will tend to take mon: care of them.

An older senator. ann)' commander. or tribune would be
\\.onh 15 10 20 points. depending on his actual f'JJ1k. His fre­
quency of appear.lncc is 9 or 6 for the most pan. unless the par­
ticular client is vcry imponant 10 him.

A ~natorialleader. a consul. or a dictator is worth 20 to 25
points. Commonly. frequcncy of appearance is 6 or less.

The Emperor as a Patron i~ wonh 30 points: he is Rome.
aftcr all. 1llc client would havc to be an extraordinary or pov.'cr­
ful individual on his own right to merit such allention. And hav.
ing an Emperor as a patron can be dangerous a.~ wcll: intrigue
and conspimcies can suddenly tum him into n tremendously
powerful Enemy!



lVealth see p. 823
As the Roman Republic and Empire grew in power. enter·

prising or lucky individuals amassed enormous fortunes. e\'cn by
2Oth-century smnda.rds. GMs may find that !.he Wealth levels
described on p. B16 are not adequate lO simulate a chamcter like
Crassus (p. 49), who owned property worth OVCf 200 million
s~S't!rrrs (SSO.<XXtOOO!). In his case. the Multimillionaire
advantage (p. C127) is appropriate.

DISADVANTAGES

and Pompey both suffered from lhi disadvantage (Caesar's
invasion of Brilain is a typical symptom). -1.5 points.

Secret see p. Cl78
Common Secrets during the Roman period include cow·

ardice on the banlefield (if diSCO\'ered. will seriously undcnnme
the reputation of a member of the palrician or equeslrian class·
es). being a member of an illegal cult (mnging from the
Bacchanals to Chrislianity). and plOiling against l.hc Emperor or
the Senate.

Glory HOlllld see p. Cl90
This disadvnnlagc is "cry appropriate not only for gladiators

and charlOi meers. bul for nuny Roman leaders. Julius Caesar

Code of HOllar see p. 831
Roman COOt! o/lIollor: Belter death than dishonor. Always

respect your father. or your family elders. Never show fear or
behave in a cowardly manner. -10 points.

Chn'stian COOl! of Honor: Honor God and Hjs holy days.
Respect your elders. Practice charity towards your fellows.

evcr cheal or Steal from oc.hers. or even lhink about doing so.
-15 points.

Not all Christians will follow all of these precepts. but most
Ouistinns woukt proctice one or more. for -5 (0 -10 points (the
GM must decide how many of the atx)\'c preceptS constilUle an
appropriate Code of Honor).

SKILLS

see p. 35Semi-Uteracy

80xing see p. 8242
Pugilism. a scientific fann of hare-hand fighting. was devel·

oped by the Greeks. and was widespre:ld in the Roman world.

8ard see p. 847
This skill is very common among the Roman upper classes.

Almosl every male Roman with SlalUS of 2 or higher should
have j.; poinl in the skill. as a result of a classtcnJ education,

Social Stigma see p. 827
S«otld-Class Ciri:,tms: Women. freedmen. and provincials

wilt)()IJ1 cilizensllip. -5 poinlS.
\tJlU(1b1~ Proput)': All slav ,.JO poinls.
OUls;d~r. oullm..'. or barbarian: All non-provincial foreign·

erst escaped sla\'es. and dcseners. ·15 points.

Engineering (Military) see p. 860
This covers the abilily 10 dig ditches and minor fortifica·

tions. and to follow the orders of combat engioeers. The Roman
legions drilled their sokliers in the craft of fon-building 10 the
point that they could crect a fon in a maner of hours.

Hiking see p. 8244
Groups and Hiking: Hiking skill works differenlly for mili·

tary units and other well-<lrilled groups of hikers. To use these
rules. the group must lr.lin together regularly. The group must
also include one man with Leadership 12+ per 20 men. to "ride
herd" on tragglcrs (in the anny. this is usually a 'CO). Under
these circumstances. a smgle roll against the group's 3\'C:rage
Hiking skill is made for the whole group. (Groups which neilher
lrain logether nor ha\'e designated pace-setten - like mosl par­
Lies of Pes - should use the usual rules on p. 8244.)

Success lets the entire group march 20% farther. On a fail·
ure. multiply the margin offailure by 10%: this is the pe:n:enlage
of the group left behind (they may calCh up al day's end. but lhis
COSts an exlra 2 faLigue). Critical failure indicates that lhe whole
group was slalled: the GM should describe why - washed-out
bridge. enemy soldiers blocking the ad\'3JlCe. elc.

This roll is optional. The group's o\'emllieadcr' may Opt not
10 "force the mllJdJ" in order to 8\'Oid nego.Li\'e consequences.

see p. CI87

see p. Cl88

Compulsive Carousing

Compulsive Gamblillg



Intimidation see p. 8246
This skill is frequentl)' used in the Roman world by rent and

tllX collectors. corrupc officials. and noblemen to gel their way.
Noce thal an Imperial favorite would ha\'C': almost liternllife or
death J'O"er over most people. which would give him a +3 on
most Imimidation rolls.

Lallgllages see p. 854
Latin was a MentaVAvenge language. and was the nalive

language of most Italian Roman citizens: all provincial citizens
in the West had Latin as a second language. III addition. all n.ll.live
Romans could speak at least a few phrases in Greek. and almost
all had some fluency in the longuage. All Romans of SUlIUS 1+
should Nl\'e at least Y.! point invested in Greek.. It was the com·
mon language of the easlern p:lt1 of the Empire.

Elsewhere in the Empire. adventurers may encounter Punic.
the language of Phoenician and Carthaginian traders: Aramaic.
the tongue of the Middle Easl: and Ancient Gennan. which had
.0. score of dialects defaulting from -2 to-8 from each olher. For
ocher regional languages. sec: Chapcer 4.

A person who could speak Latin. Greek. and either Punic or
Aramaic could uuvel to ony corner of the Empire and make him·
self understood.

Philosophy see p. 8245
The Roman world had scvcral philosophical schools. such

as Stoicism and Epicureanism (see p. I12). Many educalC':d
Romans adopted one such system of belief and tried to pattern
their li"es occording to its tenelS.

Ridillg (Stirrup/ess) see p. 846
tirrups were not introduced in Europe until the end of the

Imperial era. and did not become: commonplace until the early
Middle Ages. Moumcd wamors are much less effective without

stirrups. as they cannot anchor themselves in the saddle 10 deliv·
er blows. All combat and Riding roll while fighting stirrupless
are at-2 OX. All Riding rolls are at an additional-I. and rolls to
stay seated (see p. B137) are at an additional 4!

Sovoir-Faire (Military) see p. 864
Sa\'Oir·Faire for a soldier includes a knowledge of the cus­

toms. tradition and regulations of his own service. It also
includes .0. knowledge of lhe unwritten rules: what is acceptable
C\'tn if 001 regulation. and ....'hat is forbidden though there is
nothing in writing against it.

In a Roman campaign. thi skill exists only among soldiers
or an organized army. such as the Roman. Macedonian. or (to a
degree) Carthaginian wmy. Warriors from Gaul. Gcnnany. or the
East .....ould replace thai skill with normal Sa\'Oir-Faire. since the
behavior of warriors was pan of nonnal social behavior.

SllOrtsword see p. 852
The Roman Anny trained its soldiers to use the shortsword

primarily for thrusting auacks. To represent this (as an optional
rule). legionaries can get .0. +1 bonus when thrusting with their
glodius. and a -I penalty when slashing (GM's decision).

Wrestlillg see p. 8243
Scientific wrestling is another Greek inw:ntion

that caught hold in the Roman empire. Wrestling
/ teaches how to take down and pin opponents. and to

apply some holds and locks. While not as effective
as Judo. this skill gives an edge in Close Combat.

You can use your Wrestling skill to replace OX
in Close Combat. just as for Judo. You also add ~
of your skill 10 your effective ST 10 attempt a
Tllkedown or .0. Pin. or to Break Free (see p. 8112).

Cho.mcters with Wrestling can also perform
arm locks on their enemtes. First. a Grapple must
be successfully altempted. On thl! same tum. roll a
Qui k Contest (Wrestling v . his OX or WrestJing
skill. whichever is higher). If you win. you have
trapped his ann in a lock. Your foe may try to break
free: usc: Wrestling or modified ST against his ST in
another Quick Contest. If you win, you have immo­
bili7.ed the ann: the \-ictim can try to break rree in
subsequent tums. but al a cumulative ·1 penally.

On the next tum you may choose to inflict pain
or damage LO the Inlppcd limb. A third Quick
Contest (Wrestling or ST vs. HT. or HT+3 if the

victim has High Pain Threshold) i required. If you win. you
innia one point or damage or pain (OX and IQ penalties with·
OUt causing actual da.m.o.ge) ror C\'ery point by which you make
the roll.

If you do crippling damage. you break the ann or hand you
were holding. The arm-lock counts as lorture on an Interrogation
roll (see p. 8(6). The victim must make a Will roll minus the
damage inflicted. or drop any .....eapon he is holding. or course.
ir the hand or arm is crippled. any .....eapon held by it is automat·
;C1llly dropped.
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GLADIATOR TRAINING
The follo..... ing slyies iIIustmle some of the more common

gladiatorial training undertaken in Imperial Romc. Sec Chap(er
6, 17/l' Gm1/t.'s. for more infomlalion on these and other gladia­
torial classes and on gladiator caml>aigns. As wilh the legions.
lillie cincmlllic abililY is attributed to gladilltOTh. GMs should
feci free to fill OUI or diS3l1ow the cinematic portions of these
slyies as they see fit.

B 'Ii riu Training 7 poillls123 poinlS
Equipment and I/.."Chniques vnried wildly for these beast­

fightcrs. They usually. bul not al .....ays. wore 00 annor. Their
"capons ofkn included whips and spe~. NOle thal- despite ilS
many benefits in combal - Animal Empathy .... auld make it
impossible to display the cruelty rcquin::d of a beSI;rln·II$.

Pn'"wry Skills: Animal Handling; Knife: Spear. Whip.
Sl'cmu/ary Skills: Shicld: Shorts.... ord.
Opt;oflld Skills: Acrobalics: Riding: Running.
MrlJll'lI\'I'r.s: Close Combat (Spear): Feint (uny): Ground

Fighting (any).
Cinl'mlllic Skills: Kiai.
Cinmullic Mrll/l'lIl'I'r.s: Enhanced Dodge.

Thracian Training 7 points/IS poinls
1llese gladiators wore hclm :md grc:I\'e.~ :lI1d carried a small

shield and curved shortsword.
PrillUiry Skills: Shield: Shorts.... ord.
Secom!ary Skills: Buckler.
Optional Skilb: BrJwling: Knife: WfCStling.
MWll'lll'ers (flll for SI",mwrml): Close Combolt; Ground

Fighting; Hit Location: Naval Fighling: Retain Weapon.
Cillenultic Skills: Blind Fighting: Immovable Stance.
CiIU'lfUIl;C Mrll1l'llI't'Ts: Enhanced Parry (Shonsword).

Samnitel 1irmill Traillillg 7 poillls/l4 poinlS
The Samnite wore a visored helm and a greave on his lefl

leg. He camed a largc shield and a shomword or broadsword.
He sometimes wore hc;lvier annor; see p. 44. A laler version of
thi!> c1a-.s. the seclIIor. was named especially for his habil of
chasing around the relia";l/s (see below). 11le Sl'Cl/lOr sometimes
substilUied a dagger for the shonsword. 1llc: mirmillo used proc­
tically the same equipment. but wore a dislincli\'e fish<fCSled
helmet.

P";tlU/I)' SkilJ.f: Running: Shield: and 0111' of Broadsword
(Samnite or minT/illo). Knife (sf'l'Il1or). or SOOrtsword (an)'. but
rJfC for minnillo).

Secondary Skills: Whichever of Bro..1dsword, Knife. or
Shortw:ord were not taken as :1 primary skill.

0IJtiOtllll Skills: Bmwling,
Malleln'us (/or IJ";mflr)' lI't'fll}(m): Ground Fighling; Hit

Loc:Jlion: Naval Rghling: Relain Weapon.
Cille"UJlic Skills: Blind Fighting.
Cilli'1tUJlic Mtmel/l'I'f'$: Enhanced Block.

NEW MANEUVER

MARTIAL STYLES fftYYYYVV¥¥¥Y9YV'i'YY"YvyYY9YYiY
ll1c following martial-arts slyies are based on wh.:u evidence

we have of Roman maninl training. and extrapolation therefrom.
1'hc GM should feci fn."'C 10 modif)' them (0 iii his own camp.lign.

LEGIONARY COMBAT TRAINING

Naval Fighlillg (flard) Defalliis 10 011)' combal skill
This maneuver reduces lhe combm pcnallics duc 10 the

motion of a boat or ship. It must be leamed separately for each
Combat/Weapon skill. One docs ooc roll against Naval Fighting
to usc. it. Instead. it gives a bonus .....hich offscts the penalties for
lighting aboard ship: +1 ifthc: maneuver is known 011 skill+l. +2
III skill+2. etc. This bonus can only be used 10 negate the b..-.d.
footing penahies for the rocking of a watcn'mfl or other tilting
platfonn (GM's decision); it can never give a IlCt bonus 10 hi!.

NavaJ rIghting C3n also be Ieanlt.'d for ranged-we'lpon
skills. If used. lhis maneuver replaces the rule on p. SW120.
which allows a Seamanship roll 10 reduce the penalty to missile
fire by 2. GMs who would rathcr not use mancuvers in their
camp"lign should conlinuc 10 usc that rule. _

Penalties for shipboard combat range from -2 for the deck
of a galley in calm walers to -10 for Ihe most extreme conditions
(II slippcl)' deck in 11 hurricane. or fighting while !>lIlnding on a
flooting log). A fighter may improve Naval Fighting 10 whatever
level he wishes: howevcr. Icvcls abo\l~ skill+5 are unlikcly 10 be
useful, since combat r.trely takes place in conditions !>C\cre
enough 10 justify a penalty larger than -5.

Givcn the relatively high peocenlage of na\"JI Simulations
Ihat look place in the games. gladiatorial schools routinely
t:lughl this maneuver.

Armatura 8 points/see text
Prim(ll)' Skills: Broadsword (for auxili:trie.\) or Shortsword

(for legions); Hiking; Shield: Spear. Spear Throwing.
Sccmultll)' Skills: Boxing or Bmwling: Knife: Savoir-Faire

(Military).
OtJ/imwl Skills: Axe/Macc; Bow; Riding (Horse): Sling;

Swimming: Wrestling.
MllIU!lI1'ers: Feinl (Broadsword or Shonsword); Hit

Location (Broadsword or Shonsword): Rctain Weapon
(Broadsword or Shonsword). Somc legions were trained for w.c
as marines and thus would have the Naval Fighting mancuvcr
(see above) as well.

Combinal;orJ.f: None arc known. but Block-Stab. Fcim
(Shield)-Slab. or Shield Bash-Stab is likely.

Cinl'''UJlic Skills (11/(1 Mmleul'us: 1nere is no body of leg·
end surrounding any cinematic abilities of Roman soldiers.
However. the empha~is lhat ancient authors pUI on their greal
stamina and bravery could juslify allowing playcrs to buy E:':lra
Fatigue and high levels of Fearlessness. and give their characlers
the Immovable Stance skill. A highly cinematic campaign could
also accommodate ExtrJ Hit Poims. PO\lo'er Blow (SOOn-s .....ord).
and Kiai (Roman troops used the born'llIs b.1111e cry 10 frighten
and disorient lheir enemies),
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SecmU/IIl)' Sldlls: Acrob:llics.
Optional Skills: L.'l"'so or Nel (whichever isn'l primary).
Mllllelll'ers: Diwming (Spear); Fcint (any) 12 poinL!o):

Ground Fighting (Spcar or Knifc); Hit Location (Spear); NaV'.d
Fighting (any); Off-Hand Weapon Tmining (Ncl) 12 pointsl.

Cillelluu;c SkiflJ: Pressure Poinls.
Cilleml/tic Mlll/{'II\·u.r: Binding: DU:lI-Wcapon Allack

(any); Enhanced Dodge.

1\\'0 types of silver coin were the base unit of currency for
mOSI of Roman hislory. 1llc ~terce (Latin: .festert;lIs. pl. Jes·
trrti/l and the dman'lIs wefC the most .....idely used coins. At first.
the sestcrce .....as the base unit ofcurrency (the equivalcnt of SI).
but innation pushed the t!('lIarills into that position. For thc early
Imperial period. (he defwn'lts is worth I. Dc\"nlu:llion and inn,l­
tion latcr on made the dellfJrills worthless; by 300 A.D.. there
wcre small copper coins worth 1.000 dem:/n'i or more!

Other coins included thc golden llll1'r!/L~ and the copper as.
11le first table below givcs lhc cxchange rotes for those coins; the
second has their purcha\ing value (rcPfC!>CnlL"(l in $) at diffcrent
limes in Roman hislory. TIlC firsl S value is for the Republic and
lhe Early Empire (before 100 A.D.): the second value is for 100­
250 A.D.; tbe 1a....1 onc is for 250-300 A.D. The third lable indi­
Cale.~ the rcfonns of COllslaminc dunng the earl)' 41h cemury.
'The Ia.~t two coins. the dr'Jchma and the abol. wcre nO( Roman
but were in wide circulation in thc E.1St through the Imperial
period.

Motlf"'y Cost ofUI'itlg

S50.000+
S30.000+

$25.000
S20.OOO
S15.OOO
SIO.ooo

S5.OOO
S3.OOO
S1.500
$1.250

S300
SIOO
S50

30
no cost of living

Rallk

Emperor
Junior Emperor (Caesar. Dictator)
Consul. Provincial Govcrnor. GenerJl
Scnmor
Minor (or Junior) Senmor
Imponant Equestrian
Patrician's !>On
Eque~lrian

Minor Equestrian. Powerful Civil Servant
Businessman or Banker
Plebeian. Freeman Bu... inCS!oill1an
Provincial
Freedman
Poor Plebeian or Freedman
Sln\c

Level

8
7
6
5
4
5
4
3
2
1
o
·1
·2
·3
-l

Retiarius Traillillg 12 poillts/30 poillts
TIle nct-and·trident mcn wore practically no armor. :It most

on one ann and shoulder. Thcy carried a nCI. a tridcnt. and a dag­
gcr. fighting tWI)-handed. A late off~hoot of the ""ianus was the
lal/llearii. who used a lasso in placc of the oct.

'The rt'li(Jri/l_~ depended on being faster than his foe - high
OX and c\'cn one or two Icvcl.. of Increased Speed would be
c.'(ccllcnt invcstnlenlS.

PnmlJI)' Skills: Knifc: LasM> (for Itlq/lean!) or NCI (for
,...!iarius): Running: Spear.

ECONOMICS, JOBS, AND WEALTH
STATUS AND COST OF LIVING

Dollars

SI2
S.5
.12

150·300 AD.

S6
$.25
$.06
S.OI

wonhlcss

COIJlwrs

96
4
1

Dollllrs

SI.00
$.17

/00·150A./J.
$24
$1

S.25
.06

S.OI

Obals

6
1

1 Aureus
I Denarius
I Sertertii
1As
I Quadmn

Purchasing Power
P",-'·/OOA.D.

I Aureus S96
I Denariu S4
I Senertii $1
I As S.25
I Quadron $.06

Late Imperial Currellcy
Solidi; Siliq/lii

24
1

I Drachma
10b01

I Solidus
I Siliqua
I Copper

Easterll Currellcy
Drachmas

Republican and Early Imperial Currency
Alire; Ol'/wrii St's/en;; Ass{'s Qlllldrllllles Dollars

25 100 400 1.600 $9612416
1 4 16 64 $411/.25

I 4 16 SII.25/.06
1 4 S.25/.061.01

1 .061.0110

Sianillg .... eahh in a Roman campaign will vary ..... idely.
There were iocrctliblc wenlth dIfferences between cach llOCial
c1a.\!>. A JXltridan. for instance. o.....ned at leasl S250.000 to
SI.<XXlOOO in propcrty; an equcstrian. between Sloo.ooo and
~oo,(XXl Mcn like CrJssu'" o.....ned property wonh 200 million
<;CStcrcc..... (about 50 million by Roman standards). By compari­
.;on. a Roman Icgionary eanlCd betwccn S300 nnd 5500 a )'('ar.

nnd was given a land gr.llll worth $750 aftcr 20 years of service!
Sce the Wcalth advantagc on p. 36 for more inroml:lIion.

Starting Wc:lIth include... all posscs....ions. inCluding land.
Only bandil~. ccfugL'C ~Iavcs. barbarians. and similar charocters
.... oold qualify 3." "wandeccr.-." and be able 10 usc all their wcalth
on 1Il0v:lblc good.... (their Wealth level h likely 10 be belo..... aver­
agc. ho\\c\'cr).

MONEY

STARTING WEALTH

Rome had a .... cll-organiled currency systcm throughout
most of its history. Coins or copper. silvcr. and gold (Icad and
line .... ere introduced during rough timcs) wcre minted continu­
ally. and were used to Commcmoratc the rise of El11per-ono. vic­
lori~. and Qllter c\cnts besides their exchllnge value. In ,he
countryside. remOle provinces. and among the poor. baner .....as
still all importam pan of economic life.



JOB TABLE YY?YYY¥YV¥vyY¥¥vi¥YvyywYYYYYfv¥¥V¥fvvyYi
Rome "a~ a ~Ia\(= '<Ie/ct). 'iO m.m) of the JObs lI.sted bcl()\~

\loCf'C done 0) ~Ia\c... \lohu \locre not paid a ...al:ll). Instead. the
Incomc h~lcd belOVo I'" obtau'lt.-d fmm tl~ or c\en pet!) theft.
Bc"ctc, the prcrcqUl~lle ~~,II,. ~Ia\c ... \\111 o=I\C Fa.sl·Tal~-IO+

and Sa\olr-Fam:-IO+. or an) 1000"OlllC h~tcd 1'. hahed t

Poor Jobs
Beggar- (no qualifications). SI20
Client· (Savoir·Faire 10+). S60 per client
Dole Rcclplcnt (no quahflCauomJ. 5100
Litter Bearer-t (ST 12+. S:nolr-FaJre 10+). :W
~-Income Teacher (Utenue. Teaching 10+). SoU tudent
Mme,.t (Mining 10+).520
SlreCt GUide- (Area KlIO\'lcdge (CII) .-12+). SllSO
SII'CCt lluef'- (Pll.:~rodelor Stealth 10+. Mo\c 6+). SI60
SlI"ecl Vcnctor- fMerch3llt9+). $180
Stree:lwalW- (Streetwi.se 10. Sex~Appc:aJ 10+). SI20
Tenant Fanner(Agruoocn~ 12+. ST 10+). 160
\Vorl. Gan~ Fannc,..t fAgronom) 8.... ST J IH $10

Aho. \Ollie publH: officcf" "cre not pard a ~Iat). The
ll1ConlC h oclually ar.:quin.-d from "freclaocc" wor~ (ie.. c,tort­
mg mnnc) from the pro\ IOCC"').

10 -1U3d
PR·I per client ·liIU
10 -hiLl
BC"I !)R IdI3d
PR -liI·2i
PR 2d15d
PR 1d.- hf.Jd
Be"l PR 2d13d
PR -1U2d
VV~IPR -liI2d
12 -11
I J 1df3d. S~1

Struggling Jobs
AUXIliary SoJdier§ (Combat Skills 12+. SurvivaJ (Military) 10+). SIlO
8arbc~ (Profes jonal Skill: Hair cuning 12...). $300
Can Dnvef(Teamstet 11 ...). $'-60
Coo~ (CCJO~Jng 11+). S2.tO
Sign \\'ntcr· (Mea Kno~ letlge(ClI») 11 +. Calhgl"3ph) 10+. Lllcr3C». 300
Slave Cook·t (Cooking 11+. Savoir·Faire 10+), SO
Small Store Ownc'" (SSOOt invcstme:nt. Merchant 10+). (InvestmentxSkillV40
Sireet MagICian· (Fa....t·Talk 14 or Mager) and one DlvlOallon Spell 12+1. SllllxS20
$trccl Poner"t (Sa\ulr.Falre 11+). s.w

Average Jobs
Astrologer· (Astrology 12+. Mager)'. or Fast·Tnlk 13...). $480
Bath Masseur·t (Mass:lge (PIA skill) 12+), $100
Bod)gu'lrd-t 1ST 11+. Weapon S~III~ 12+).5160
Cheap l..a\\ycrt' (1":1\\ 10+1. S~lllxS32
Elementary Teacher (Gretk and Latin 13+. Teaching 12+). $048 per student
Gladiafor-t (Combat Skills 13+). 300
LeglomU)§ (Rolll.m Clllicn. al1lcglOnary ~~II1~ (\CC p. 38) 10+). 200
f>.llnor CI' II Sc"arlt (Admlm...lr.lIIOn 11+. Accounting and PollIIC" II .... La\lo 10+). 500
j\'linor Priest (Theology 11+). 320
Personal AlteOO3nt·t ( llvoir-Faire 13+. Fast-Talk 12+). ~CSI SklllxS4Q
S:ulor (Scamanshlp 11+). $160 p1u... room and board
Scnbc (Calligraph) 12+1. S600
Shop <>Wne... ( I.(XX).+. tllvestment. Merchant 12+). (Investment/lO)xSkllI

killed Craftsman· (Craft Skill 13...). kiUxSSO
SI.:we AdminislJ1l;l~t (Adminislrtltion 13.... Accounting 12+). Combined SkillsxS20
Sla'c EmCf1uu'lCr"t fActing. Daocmg or Acrobatin. II .... Penonnaoce 10+.

A,cmgt or Beller Appear..locc). 120
Small Farm ~nc'" (750+ In 1..100. Agrooorn) II t.~

Iles' PR
PR
PR
PR
WOI"\I PR

Worst PR
PR
PR
PR

VVorst PR
PR
PR
I'R
WOrsl PR
PR
I'R
Be~1 PR
PR
VVorst PR
PR
PR
PR
PR
WorslPR
Wor>l PR

PR

1d13d
·1iJ·1i.ld
·liI·li. 2d
·liJld. Ll
-liI·2" Id
·li.ldf2d. S
-I illest SldxlOO
-2iJ2d
-10J2d

·1 i1~2i

•IUS
-I i/SA
-111-21
-I i1·2i
2dI-ld
IdlJd
-hiLl
-1i11J
SlSM
2df..ld
-loJU
·1iJ·1i. lost S2dxlOO
·liI·2i
-2i1SM
-h/-h.2d

·liI-2,

40 CHARACTE



COIIIJorloble Jobs
Artist· ( ulpture, Artist. or Mosaic Design 14+). S60xskill
Augu.... (Clencallnve tmenl. Reputalion+J. Theology 13,

DivinalJOfl Spell 13 (optional». S800
Banl Sccretary·t (Accounting 13+. Lllcr.lle), S320
Buildmg Admmlstrntor (Admlnlstrutioo and InllmldauOfl 12+). 1200
Chariotec:'" (Teamster (Horse) 1-++), S4OOxSldllxReputation
Civil Servant (Admini tration 14+, Accounting or Law 12+. Politics-I3+). 1400
Corru~ CiVIl Servant· (A.. abo\('. but AccooOling: I-l+), 300 + llllxS80

Lani5la (Gladiator Manager) (Administration 10+. Teaching 12+. uadership 11+), SIJO()
Lawyer- (Law 13+. Stat~ 1+. Reputation +1 orbigher), S2OOxCSk.iIl+Reputation)

uglonal') Officer (Ranl 2+. Straleg) and Tactics II +),
$200 (s-wo for a Praetorian Officer)xRanl

Merchant· (Mcn:hant 13+. 1.000+ 1O\l::Stment). (In\l~stmcnIlIO)xSllll
Praetorian Guard§ (one Comoot kill 14+). S400

J
Provincial Tax CoIlec~ (Accounlll1g and La\\. 13+.

Intimidation 12+. hll'ed help to extract p3)'ments), $2000
RhelOric Teacher (Literature 13+, Teaching, and Bard 14+). $200 per student

PR ·1i/·3i
WorslPR ·1 iILost Clerical

111\'cstmenl
PR ·IUS
Worst PR ·liIU
PR ·1 i.2d1Sd
Besl PR -WU
PR -2i1U. 'h Wealth

confiscated
PR ·1i/-21. Reputauoo

reduced b} J
Ikst PR ·liIU
PR -I i/- Ii, Reputation

reduced by 1
PR 2d1-ld

PR -I if-II. IOSI S2d:C2OO
PR IdI3d. demoted to

regular legionary
Worst PR ·liI3d

Best PR -1i/·2i

Large Land ()u ncr IS50.000+ ImC\llncnt). 12l"f. of ImcstOlcnt
Provincial Governor· (Administration and Intimidation 12+. Status 5+). S4,OOOXSkill

·li/lOS12dxIO.OOO

·1 iIlost S'..dlll.OOO
-li1LosI Fa\or.

galO IdxlO polOlS
wonh of Enemle..

-I iIIO'it $3dxI.<XX>
-I i/convicted of

corruption.
lose Y.I Wealth.

Best PR

PR
PR

12
PR

.. Fn..'dancc occupation: sec p. B193.
t Sla\c occupallon. Thc 1ll(.'OlllC 1\ given to the

...1:1\e III thc fonn of lip:. and p~nu.. and can be
u~o<J to purcha."C manumission. Slavcs have no It\­
mg cltpcn"cs. MOM "lave Jobs arc "freelance" lO thai
the 1t\l'Omt.' 1<;; gOl.lcn through abillt) and IOgenully.
and i ... flO( fixed.

§ Soldier of RonlC: monthl} lOCOmc doe" noc
mdudc room and board. "hich is pl'O\ldcd ~pa.

r.nd) (room and board Uf.."'Coum for Y. C())t of
LI\ 109),

PR = prerequIsite; S = sold off to a ,,1:1\(' occu­
pation one Ie\d 1000a!han the j>f'C\ious~: SM =
'iOld to the OlLOCS; SA =sold to the arena (for a ..Ia\('
"llh ,:omhat ..llib. a IlC'" JOb: for one Without. a
death o;ente~): U = lost JOb: "d" equals diet: dam­
agc from an accident or punishmenl (lhe GM rna)
opt 10 pia) Ihls out as an a(henlun"): "I" equals a ca­
tam number of monttb· mcome ~t.

s, j
,

CHA

••

lI'eollily Jobs
Banke~ (Administration and Accounting 13+. Economics 14+.

Investment of SIOO.<XX)+), 60% of in\C'Stment
Building Owner (Administration 13+. SIO.OOO+ il1\ uncnt). (In\'CStItlentl25)xSkill
Impcnal Fa\onle· (SlatU\ 5+. Intllllld3tlon 11+). S8.000xSklll



EQUIPMEN! yyyyrrmY¥VYYV¥VYYY¥YYYY7¥vYjY"'YYVY
Use the priccs from the MedicvaVFantasy tablc (p. 8212)

for any equipment not dcscnbcd belou.

Inflation
After the 3rd century A.D.. "'Can:lty and coin de....... lualion

resulted in frequenl bouL~ of inflalion. especially among goods
lhal wcre nO( locall) grown. During the L.,le lmpcnal pcnOltlhe
or"l should roll Jd-3 and muiliply the result. if positive. b) 10.
This is the inflalion pcr'CCnlagc at lhat ghen timc (from 0 to
100%): apply il to lllOSt goo(h purcha:.cd.

COMMON ITEMS
Books: Books in Rome \\cre oclllall) ~rolls­

a long strip of parrhmenl or IXlPyrus. rolled muund
a wooden or bone ~tick. Rcading W:L~ done by
unrolling the scroll. A new book CCKt bcl\\CCn $2 10
$100. depending on length and popularity. Therc
were also rare books. ltlo~lly GRock and carl)
Roman volumes. some of \\hich were hundn..-d, of
yC3IS old. Price., Maned :tl $500 and wenl up (and
ofcour.;c. an :lncient Egyptmn writin}; ofe\en more
ancient fOnllUlas cOtJld be priccle,~. and e:uremel)
costly if lhey dealt \\ ith Thmg' Man \Va., N()(
Meant 10 Knc)\\).

Clothing: Togas (sec p. 21) could mnse in
pnce from 520 to $500+. depcndmg 011 malerial,
and dccomtions. Tutlic~ could (O'>t about half as
much tb it toga of ~jmilar quality. bul thl-y .... ere
more highly dccomted. and madc \\ ilh more
divcrse malcriab. An nnpon...'d tunic could tOO'll a:­
llluch a~ $I,(XXl Clo..'ll.". .\tolas ('-CC p. 21). and
cape..' could be hidcou~l) cxpcmivc: pnccs 'llant'd
at 20 and go up 10 $2.000+.

Sil": Irnponed from ChUla. I bolt of "ill..
51.200+. I lb.

Surgt'Otl·.\ TunIs: Includc ,calpel. 3ITO\\·

rcme\ ing sPJOn. ~'w. and othcr tools. U~ of thc:.c
tools gives a +I to Ph) sician rolls. $ I00. 5 lb:..

IVri""it ImlJ!t'm,'f/fs: ROlllafl~ look tl()(CS 011
wax lablcb. :t \\ood ~urfacc with a lhin layer of
wax. Writing wa." done with a mewl or ivory !>harp­
cnt'd rod called lhe m·ll/s. In a pinch. a "tylu" could
be used as a \\c:tpon (lhrust-3 unpahng. m:t.'(imulll
damage Id-3): Juliu.:; Cuc'lar defcnded himself
(unsucc~sfully, \\llh a ,tylu!> when he wao:
allllded by hiS murderer<;. For pcnn:lIlcnt wrilings. ink (made of
the juices of CUl1ldhh. pitch. a:.h. and \\inc) ($1-3). :I quill or
wooden rod (SI). and parchmcnl or IXlPyrus "ere used ($0.25
per roll). A wax whlct cost bcl\\CCn $1 and SID. dcpending on
the omamellb 011 the out:-.ide. A '1)lu, r.lIlgcd from $210 SIS.

HOUSING
Thc a~l of Ih mg in lhe cities was \'cr')' high. MallY people

:'PCllt o\cr half their income 011 rental expcn~ in Rome. Roman
\i1las \\cre al'iO c'(pen~i"e. In the countf)'. prices were much
lower. bul so were Ii\ ing conditions.

A,XlrImem Re",: Price., r.lllgt'd Widely depending on the
quality. A luxul) fiN-noor alXlnmcnt had a monthly rent of
5200.5300 a month. A middle-class one. on the !>CCond or third
floor. wcnt for S75-60 :I month. One on Ihc upper floo~ COSI

.m.SSO. Auk rooms (if they could he called rooms) cost $10 10

$20 :I month.

ffOll:Jes wltl \111(15: A good hou-.c in the city or a villa in lhe
COUllt!)' W:l:-. \\onh anylhing betwccn S50.<XX> and S4 million.
Wcalthy ROlllan~ :11\\ :ly!> 0.... ned at I('tut one house in the city
and one or t\\.o \ illa....

CHARACTE



WEAPONS AND ARMOR YYY¥¥¥yyy¥¥9YYY,,¥9y
Roman weapons were 11..2. and were made of iron. Against

other iron wcapons. lfC.:l1 Lhcm as weapons of nannal qutllity. If
used against sleel wcapons. {reat the iron bla~ :1.'> "c~p"

wcapon!) for breaking purposes. Stccl swords were available dur·
ing lhe Imperial period (Spanish :umorcrs were famous for lhcir
bl~) but they were very expensive: steel wcuponl> ("OSI the
same as fine quality iron weapons.

LEGIONARY WEAPONS
AND ARMOR

During the carly Republican period. each ~ldicr provided
his own gear: a soldier PC will have 10 purchase his wcapons. By
the Lime of Manus. gear was issued to new recruit.. by their gen­
eral. In Imperial limes. the governmellt provided il.

Weapons
Pi/11m: An iron-headt.-d javelin: Icgionari~ carried two,

sometime.'i one heavier than !he mhcr. The pi/11m had a long
metal shaft embedded in a wooden one. When thrown. the rela­
tively sofl metal Sh/lft bent on impact ifit had mis~. the eocmy
could nol throw il back. If il hit an ellCmy shield. lhe poinl was
designed 10 penctrnte and foul the shield. making il uscless.

In game lemlS. usc the /Jailing#! 10 ShirltJs rulcs in p. B120.
If the javelin infliclS half the damagc to penctrate Ihe shield. it
has become embedded lhcre. l1lc pi/11m usually bent ancr ()Cnc­
tmling the shield: attcmpts 10 remove it lake three IU0l3 and a ST
roll. The shield now If:.l.iled scveral fect of wood. becoming more
of a hindrance Ihan a help. Reduce Lhc OX of lhe wearer by
2. and his cffeclive Block by 3: this i... cumulativc if mul·
liplc pi/ll hit the shicld. Mml cncmie... would dbcard thc
cncumocred shield. 11lc pi/1II11 fell into disUM! in the 41h
century A.D.

GllIdil,.r: A "Iabbing shonsword. issued 10 ;111
legionaries. Used wilh Shonsword skill. Optionally.
legionary lraining givcs +1 for lhrusting altacks and -I to
skill for swinging aUllcks.

Nasta: A heavy spear used by lhe early Roman
legions and the rear r.mks of lhc Early Republican
ann)'. It was abandoned by the limc of Manus (see p.
74). but wa.... 3gain issued 10 lhe frontier troops by lhe
early ~th century A.D.

SplltlllJ: A thrusting broadsword used by cavalry troopers.

Armor
Rom3n annor went through scvcral chan£cs in lhe course of

hislory. Listed below arc the different types of annoI'. 300 the
periods during which they were in usc. Arch3ic annor Illay be
found in the hands of barbarians at any given lime. often nLI,ted
or in poor rcp..1ir (-I to PD and DR).

IJrrm:.#! Cuim.fs: A bronle conoelet \~ ith PO 4, DR -* for the
front_ u.-.cd by the beuer c1a..~\ of Roman \"Idlers during lhc
Monarchy and Early Republic (up 10 300 B.C.). During lhe
Imperial era.lhe back of tile annor may hn\e Ic;uhcr (PO 2, OR
2). Officer.;· breastplate... \\cre richly decor.tled: lribtmc.. conlin­
ued 10 \\car lbcm Ihrough lhe Imperial pcnod. e'en though bel­
lcr umlOr \\u." availnble. PmlL-cts nreu.." 9-11. 17, and
18. $550. 23 lbo;.

IJnm:.e Gn.·al·es: These ("o\'el\:<1 the leg
from "'nee to ankle (urcas 12-1~). y,ilh PO 3.
DR 3. When a leg hll is dclenninl,."d. roll Id: Oil

a 1·2, the 3tlack hit... the unprolected area of lhe
leg. Prot(:cllon I .. from the front only: altack,
from behind arc unillllx:dcd b) annoI'. GreaH.'\
were used until 300 B.C. 270. 17 lbo;.

IJnJfl:.e lIelmt'l: A pol-helm \\ ith PO 3. DR 3,
protccling areas 3....t Ul<oCd hy olliccr-. :lnd a\ p..'1f1 of ceremonial
d~~ Ihrough lllOSl of Roman hn,lOry: rloondoned by common
~ldICn. by 300 B.C.

Chlli""'f1il: U!>C the stalS on p. B210. Chuinlllail had no
"Icc\c". and reached to the wai:.!. It was first ~d by soldiers
during thc latc ~th century B.C.. and wa.\ common by Ihe lime
of lhe lUll." Republic. II continued 10 be u:.{:d for lhe re...t of thc
Imperi31 period. CClllllrion~ kept u... ing it e'cn after common :.al-

dIe..... "etc i,,!'>ued \Cgmentt.x1 annor.

Smdtll'fII..l'lIIher SHn.r: Anochcd 10 clther
the chamlllall suil or thc lorim .\·t'gllletlww

(!>CC belo\\) to prolecl the upper leg~. lbc
,,"'in con..i\ted of 'iC'cml \lri~ of leather
backed \\ i1h mcla] piL-cc,-. covering Arcn
II. Agaiosl CUlling allxk" 11 provided
adequate protection, but Illlpaling
atlack!\ could pcnetrale more c:13ily. [t
prO\idcd PO 2 (I VI,. impaling), DR 3
(1 \". imp.1Iing).

Sl'gml'll/l'fl Armor: ·Illi:. t)'pe of
metal amlOr (/orim ~t'g",e"f(Jw)1.'011­
\1"too of mel:,1 plalel, hnl-ed togelher
nround the bod)' to pemlil anicula·
lion. Segmented armor prO'ided
excellent protection again\l cuum!;

and crul:hing anxks. but piercing thru~ts could punch bet\\ cell
the plalcs more easily. PD 3 (2 vs. impaling). DR 5 (3 \ \. impal·
109). $650, 35 Ibs. U~ by Icgionaric..\ from Ihe end of lhe
Republic to 350 A.D_

Leather ~"gml!ma/ll probably did nOI cxi\t. and lcglonaric:.
almO\t cenainly did nOi wear lenther annoI', but GMI: lila) allow
il in allcmatc scllings or 10 equip non-Roman fighlCr-.. It ha." PO
2. OR 3 (2 \' ... impaling). weigh~ 12 Ibs.. :Ind COSIS S510.
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I1giO/wr)'s Helmet: This was a pol-helm with face guards.
The helnlCt had PO 3. DR 4 for areas 3-4. and PO 2. DR 3 for
area 5. Thrusling nnacks cun igoore this proIection at a -7 penal­
ly to hit. ComlllOfl soldiers' helmelS had a crest running from
fmm to back: centurions sponed a lraversc crest This helmel
lasted lhrough the 4th century A.D. $150. 6 Ibs. on-legionary
fighrers may use a leather \'ersion: PO 2. DR 2 for areas 3-4. PO
1. DR 1 for are. 5. 525. 1 lb.

Scale AmlOr: Use the suus OIl p. B21 O. This armor was used
by Roman or Romanil.cd cavalrymen from 100 A.D. 10 the cnd
of the Empire. and by Byzantine cavalry afterwards,

.xwllm: TIle large shield of rhe legions was either square or
oval in shape, and was made of multiple layers of wood and
Icather. It was used by the legions throughout most of lheir his­
tory, II provides PO 4.

Heavy Weapolls
lnesc weapons were used mainly in sieges or aboard ship.

Romans occasionally used light anillery on the balliefield, how­
ever. TIle tenninology of Roman heavy weapons is very confus­
ing: the word catapult has been used to describe giant crossbows
as well as the tradilional trebuchcl. and the Roman word baJlistll
sometimes described eithcrcmapullS or boW-lYpe wcapons, For
conveniencc.the word ba/lista will be used to describe bow-type
weapons. and catapult for stone-throwers.

&lllista(!: 11lCSe were crosslx>ws of divCfSC si/.es. TIle
"mallcst. the "scorpion:' was a heavy crossbow that would be
carried by one man. although it usually required a crew of IWO.
Ir did 4d impaling damage. Medium /xdJislllt! were sol1lClimes
carried on horseback and set on !he battleficld for long-distance
fire. bul for the most pan were used in fonificalions. sieges. and
on Roman ships. Damage was 6d impaling. When used on the
bauleficld. they wcre usually fired at massed groups of men. to
devastating cffect Large. ballislae fired huge dans and were only
boilt during sieges. They did 8d impaling, All ballislae have the
following stats: Acc 4. In Damage 400. Max 500. RoF 1/120.
11..3.

Catapults: nlCSC weapons usually fired rocks weighing
from 10 to 600 pounds. TIley were crewed by at leasl 6 mcn,
Damage is 6dx9 for u IO-pound stone, For every 14 pounds over
10 (maximum 600). add I to !he muhiplier.

Acc I. In Damage 300. Max 500, RoF 11300.11..2.

BatlerinR Rams: Wooden beams used 10 knock down walls
and barricades. TIle simple.·>1 oocs were trimmed tree wnks and
were used against gates. Others resled on a sling. had 11 huge iron
head. and n.--quired 200 men [0 swing, A simple .....oodcn mm
docs thrust damage equivalent 10 onc-quaner the ST of the men
wielding it (lh ST if lhc ram has an iron head; wooden rams can­
nOI be used againsl slone walls withoul a mewJ head). l1lc sling
ram use.'i =II of the ST of tile men using it (the 2(X).man sling ram
did 14<1 crushing damage every lime it slroCk).

GLADIATORIAL WEAPONS
AND ARMOR

'The anns of the gladiator varied depending on lhe Iype of
fighter (SI."C pp. 95·96). The li"l below describes lhe moSI com­
mon 'Wcapons and am)()(, but remcmber that the games sought
vllriclY: any TL2-3 weapon thut can be imagined could hu\'c
been is.'iucd to gladiator; aI ~me poinl.

Weapons
Shonswords. bro:ld~\\ord<:. largc knives. spears. and

javclins "en: common. Usc 110nnal "hort"word stms. or lhose of
the slat/ius (M."C p. -13). 11lc Samnite-cla!<>s gladiators used a
thrusting broadsword,

SiCtl; TIle (iCtl "al- bsued 10 the ThrJCian-clas~ gladiators
(sec p, 96). These "ere hca\} chopping blades that did swing+1
CUlling d.1.mage.

Ill{'!l/mn: Gra(hatonal llel. U"C the ,tats for a small nel on
p. 651.

F,ui,w: Ttu~ wa... a Indent" lddcd by the 1l!tiarills (see p.
95). It is used With Spe:lr'~11I at no penalty. Those .....ho are unfa­
miliar "ith it (!ICC ~ldcbar. p. 6-13) have a -2 to use it until they
ha\'c sparred for 8 hours. TIle thn."'C poims and extro weighl gh'e
it some propcni~ different from a \pear: opponents are at -I 10

DOOge afiU/IIll bot +1 to Parry or Block (Ihe Dodge penalty can
facilit.1te calchmg fj~h \\ itt! lhi!'> "capon!), It docs lhrusl+3 dam­
age one·handed and thrust+4 t\\o-handcd. Amlor DR is doubled
against thejiumtl, and II cannot he hurled, Weight is 51bs.

Armor
Somc gladiator. fought h:lIf-na~ed: in gCller.t1. fcw wore

body annOC'. Allthc mllital) :,nnor type:'!> mentioned abO\e had a
gladialorial eqUIvalent except ~t'X"'('lI/mll. Greavcs (.sec p. -13)
were vcry common. The serum" \\ :L' u'iCd by "OlllC gladiators:
Olhers wcre h!'ued the /xml/tl, :1 ~mall ,lucid or largct.

Gll/ems: A leather and hronl.c amlband that protected the
atTu fmm "n,r [0 ~IKluklt:r, It \OI11ClllllCS included 3 gauntlcl as
well. It proVided PD 3. DR -I to the :mn: PO helps only against
attacks on Ihe ann. If parT)mg \\lth that ann. add PO 2 to the
parry. but If the defcn~ roll i, lIlade b) I~ limn 2.lhc allock hits
the am1: DR protcc" llonn:llly.

Gltl(Jimor\' Ikl",et: TIll' \\'l' Ihe nlQ'l ,ommon helmet.
usually .... om h} hea\ II) -amx-d tightc...... li"c the ",innil/tJ ("CC p,
95). It was a hea\) bmn/c helm .... lIh a nct of brontc wire pro­
lccling lhe fxc. 11lc helmel pm\ ,d,·, PI) J. DR -I 0\ cr Ihe head
(areas 3--1) and PO I, DR ~ (I \,. Impaling) mcr area 5.

Bli'ullit'lmi't: Thl~ heimci had no vj<,()( ("CC 1J1i'l() Fighters.
p. 100).11lc wearer" l'ffccll\c1} hlllld (-10 10 all comoot rolls);
hearing roll~ arc at --I. Prm Ide, PD 3. DR -I on alliocalions,
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From its mythic origins to the traditional downfall
date of 476 A.D., Roman history spans over 1,000
years. Rome rose from a primitive tribal settlement to
a powerful city in two centuries, and to a continental
power in three. Seven hundred years after the hero
Romulus or his historical equivalent consecrated the

site of the city surrounded by seven hills, Rome
was an empire touching three continents

"",,L" and ruling over 100 million people.



The Greek World
(200 H.C)

TIle Gr«k CifY-Slates of old \\ ere
~n n the.' sou," of civilil..J,lton b) all
nallon~ of the Medilemme;m. including
Rome. When Rome Slancd 10 riloC In

power. howc\'ef. the ok! chits. Me
Alhen Spana. and TIlcbe.~ had link
political or militnty stm'Iglh. InSlc;w1.
the t\leltl1ndrian kingdonu o( S)'nll.
Eg)"p1. and Mxcdon controlled dlfcel·
I)' Of iooircclly most of Iht ~hcr

nallon~of the Mcdilernnean.
~ Kingdom of M:lC'cdon \\ lb the

"lO!<of ~'crl'ul militarily. II had the
fT)Q\1 proficient anny of the 1I1lC1t'nt

1000)rkl (before the ROffilins. lhall\) The.­
direct heirs of Alcundc.r the Greal, the
Moccdonillns conll'ollcd II IllfJe pan Ilf
E:I'lcm Europe and n)()SC of GI't'«I': In
terTIIOf}' il \\1lJ sm:dkr than !he ' .... 0
other ~al kingdoms.

The! Sc.lcucid. or S)'rilln. Empm:
Wll~ ,tit largest 11c:llcnistic: kingdom. II
Included Mesopotamia. the cJUdle of
1;1\ IllIation. and Persia. now controlled
b) 1I Greek people.1be Empire ('AICOO'
ell ea,llo the Indian bonkrs and nonh
\0 A~i. Minor. Unlike the Mact'don·
IIlnS. how~'ef. il$ anny wu I'IOl made
up of dtilCrl~ but rc.lit:d on rnm:c:IUUlC\.

1'lx: scleucid Empire had buill u sene:..'
or Gr.kk-populated ddes around il~
Illnd. bul b)' and large InOSI ofmr coon·
Iry remained un·Hellenil:ed..... hich
"P~Uithe rise or P..trthill llOO Persia
in I . terrilories ccnluries later.

Eg . once • &ml empi~......:L~
nil..... II 'lelleni1.cd kingdom ruled b)' u
MacWonian·bom minoril)'. This .... as
lhe .....calthtesl kingdom. and remained
one orthe rkhesllands of lhe' anclenl
.....orld (\'en after lhe Romans COfIqUC'rtd
II. II was ruled by the Greek.speulang
''lolemy dynASty. Their arm)' p~llIJnly
eonsi\tm or Greek and Mactdooian
rnercen:uies.

OfItlnuN 0fI n4'..ft paxe .1.

The mylhic origin of Rome (sec Chaptcr 7) claims that Rome was founded by
refugees from the legendary city of Troy and the Latin inhabitants of the peninsula.
According to archaeological researt:h. Rome the city,slate came into being somewhere
between 800 and 700 o.c. (m::lking the traditional datc of 753 B.C. surprisingly accu­
rJ.te). whcnthc herdsmen and peasant tribes living on the hills unitcd under a monarchy.

THE EARLY DAYS: THE MONARCHY
Three ethnic and cultural groups werc involvcd in the origins of Ihc Roman monar­

chy: the Sabines. the Elnlscans. and the Latins. The S:lbines were a famling peoplc
whose culture had some Greek innucncc. The Etruscans were the most advanced. and
il was under Ihem Ihal the city of Romc was built. Their cullUre still remains a mystcry
because archaeologist.. havc not been able 10 translate their writing. Wrillen Etruscan is
a lost langu;lgc. 1ncir an and archileclure is very similar 10 Greek works. They were
also fascinated by m:lgic and divinalion (sec pp. 11-l-116). The last group. the Latins.
wen: originally herdsmen :md pea...anls. in somc ways the most primitivc of the three
founders of Rome.

The early Roman city·statc was ruled by :I ref (king) who served as high pricsl.law­
makcr. ;end mililary commander. The powers of the king wcre nOI absolule. howevcr. An
advbory body made up by thc heads of Ihe most prominent familie..'i shared power with
him. This a...scmbl)' of noblemen was the prcdeces:-or of the Roman Senate.

Most of these kings were of Elruscan extraclion. According to tradition. thc era of
the kings ended when King Tarquinus Superbus mped a Lalin woman. Lucrelia. The
enmged Latins rose up and ovcrthrew their Etrusc:m rulers. traditionally in 509 B.C. The
new govenlmcnt abolishcd the monarchy allogclher. and was set up as a representative
repuhlic.

THE REPUBLIC
As the Latins organizcd themselves. Ihe first thing they did was to cradicate thc

mOIl:lrchical system. The word re.r became synonymous with tyrJnny and despotism.
:lnd as a negalive lenn was powerful enough to cause Caesar's death almost 500 years
later. It was the charge that C3C!\ar was trying 10 become fl'X that impelled most con­
spir:lIors againsl him. lnslead. the Lalins eslablished a republican oligart:hy (sec side­
bar. p. 49).

EARLY ROMAN EXPANSION (500-270 B.C.)
Iialy was;1 fragmcllied land. wherc tribes and city·statc.... competed for dominion. In

that silUatioll. a cit)' had to eXp3nd its innuence or be dominated by a stronger neighbor.
Rome chose !he fonner palh. In less than 300 years the Republic had unified most of
the peninsul;l under its rule. either direclly or as a senior ally.

The Elruscans were conquered after their city of Veii was captured. NOl long after­
wards. however. Rome had to defend ilself againsl a new threat. A largc anny of G;lUls
marched soulh. :md in 390 B.C.. it stonned and captured Rome i!sclf. Ihe firsl lime the
cily had been conquered by a foreign invader. and the last lime for almosl 800 years.
The Gallic amlY did nOI slay. however: Ihey withdrew after a ransom wa.'i p3id for the
city.

The Republic rccovcred quickly. First it challenged Ihe Latin League. the loose fed­
cmtion of which Rome was :I leading partner. Rome then balded the Samnite tribes. By
290 B.C.. after three wars. the S:lmnites became pan of Romc and were granted partial
citizenship. The Greek cities in $outhenl Ilaly wcre next One of them. Tarclllum. called
for outside help. It came in lhe foml of the Greek gencral and king. Pyrrhus. The Greek
phalanx and Roman legion mel for the firs! time in combat in the battles that followed



-'-' ' '" -, ', '. - • 'I' .-".-.-.', '''-• ,'~"~~ ':. fa. __ ....'••~,~.....'.:. _ ...~~...,.•. ~••. : .... -.

bclwcen 280 and 275 B.C. The lintl two encounters were won by Pyrrhus. 001 al such
cost that he said "ano(hcr such viclory and 1 will be ruined," giving origin to Ihe expres­
sion "Pyrrhic victory:" He tried twice mOTe. and was dcfcalcd on the founh auempl.
Pyrrhus gave up (he cause and aJllhe Greek cities in haly were under Roman control by
212 B,C.

THE PUNIC WARS (264~146 B.CJ
This cxpansion evcntually led to conflict with another major PQ\\'er of the

Mediterranean. The city of Carthage (sec picture. p. 48) was a Phoenician colony in
North Africa which had grown to become the wealthiest city of the Mediterranean.

l1le first conflict happened on the island of Sicily. Two Sicilian cities. Syracuse and
Messina. were at war. Messina was controlled by a band of Italian mercenaries known
as the Mamcrtines. or "Sons of Mars:' The Marocrtines first appealed to Carthage for
aid. and a Carthaginian anny was sent to their city. After the Roman popular assembly
decided to intervene. however. the Mamertines tricked the Carthaginianl> out of their
city and welcomed the Roman expedition. War followed shortly.

The Roman legions expelled the Canhaginians from Nonhern Sicily. To proceed
further. Rome had to build a war neet from scratch. Legend has il that a beached
Canhllginian wreck was found by thc Roman~. who used it as a model to build their
own. With their brand-new neet. Rome defeated the Carthaginians in several maritime
battles. A treaty was signed in 241 B.C.. when both sides were too exhausted 10 fight
on. Carthage 10.!lt Sicily and had to pay a large indemnity.

Having lost Sicily and the adjacent islands. arthage looked elsewhere for expan­
sion. Hamilcar Barca. one of the foremost generals produced by the First Punic War.
headed expeditions into what is now Spain. Soon the general. his son-in·law Hasdrubal
nnd his son Hannibal had conquered a large portion of the Spanish peninsula. Rome
watched this new expansion with apprehension. and e\'entually both sides slaned look­
ing for an excuse for an()(her war.

The excuse was provided when Hannibal invaded the Spanish city of
Saguntum. (j Roman ally. War was decillred. Hannibal quickly took the initia­
tive. Instead of defending Carthaginian positions as his predecessors had done
during the First Punic War. he invaded Italy itself! With a large mercenary amlY.
Hannibal crossed the Alps (a heroic undcrtaking) into Italian lands in 218 D.C.
Se\'eraJ Roman legions scrambled to meet him. but they were no match for his
generalship. Hannibal won e\'ery oollie he fought on Italian 3Oil. He annihilat­
ed ,several Roman annies. Consul Quintus Fabius Maximus dl...'Cidcd not 10 face
Hannibal in the field. Instcad. he had the Roman anny haruss the invaders and
deny lhem supplies. HOlter heads prevailed. however: Fabius was replaced and
the legionl> marched against Hannibal once more. At the bailie of Cannae. a
Roman anny and one consul were l11as:.ocrcd: the death toll was over 25.000.

Several Roman cities fell 10 the Carthaginians. The wisdom of Fabius was
recognized. and delaying stralagems (originating the teml "Fnblan tactics")
were used to contain Hannibar~ arnly. At the same time. Roman amlies
marched into Spain. The delaying tactics were nl...'Cessary as long as no general
of Hannibal's caJiber was found. The Romans finally located such a general in
Publius Cornelius ScipiO.

Scipio did to Spain whutHannibal had been doing to Italy. He destroyed the
Carthaginian annies in Spain. also deslroying :Uly hope.!l of rcinforcemenb for
Hannibal. 1llc famler Canhaginian possessions in Spain became Roman
provinces. A desperate allempt to reinforce Hannibal was made by the general's
brother. Hasdrubal. but another Roman aouy headed him off. The Carthaginians
were annihilated: Hasdrubal's scvered head was tossed into Hannibal's camp
ten days after the battle.

The Greek World
(200 H.C)
(Coll1i"lIedj

Tho vn:ck city-wues had disco\'­
C'red I ilIt they could noc rw,t large.'
nallot\! by 1hc:msc':I\1'S. Aleurlrkr tht­
Great 'rd conquered lhcm one ~y ooe
To prc~1 thiS from h:lppenm, agilm.
I~)' fomK'd mihwy 1lI1i~s. The
Aelollan ~ag~ was made up ,r IINlII
CIlles <m the nonhem side of IN: Gulf of
Conntb......hich fell threatened by the
po"'er br the IldlenislK: kingdoms (see
abo\'C'). The Actwan League was on
the ~them JW1 of the Gulf Ind had

similarpis. They hid ~5Ubor'
dlOate 10 the MaceoorullM. Ind wished
lndcpehdencc. There were a ~ 'lnde­
pendc'l" cit)'·'sul!cs. The Incic city or
Alhen~ h~ freed llself r,.,m the
M~ans In 229 8.c. II 't\o'aS httle
more I • Hcollegc town." "tipet'lcd
for IIJi tnditlOl'l of lcamina ~ With

e':noug~ or an anny 10 hold the tity. but
hlLle': I1'IOre Sparta. the IllI»l warlike':
C!IY. o~ the Gmtk "''Oriel. was only •
5I\3OOW or III former self.
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MHcsUemUOOll" rdm 10 lhr :lOOp­
IIOfl o(Grtdc (HellenIStic:) cull;W'e R)
the 'Imeoftbe: Ronw1 f'q)Ubbc.mcbl of
the McdnmVle&ll 'NOrtd was thbrough·
Iy Hekruud. thanks rrwoly 10 the
cooqUCSlS 0( Akunder the: Cirt:u dut­
In.lho4th century 8 C.

Aks..... was a MaadonJan 1m.
mal......QICd in Gr"cd: fashion b) ~.
eral of G~'$ lrealat tlUn"e~.

UK'ludlllJ AnSlOlJc. bimself A mula
nulnar)' tntelist. Alcunde:r con­
qucrut molt of the <Ked. Clt)-SUU:$

anoJ de P'a'JiaD Empue:. and puWd
easl :as r. as Indla bdOR d.a.seasC' \lfUCl
tum dawD. blhna rum II die lip' of 33.
In 323 B.C.

M J*'t of haJ~pollC~~.

Ak.\andet- bwh Imlpk:I and JQooIs In

the Grcd: sc)'k. 0f'lkRd hIS dlleD 10
rnatT)' natl\'e women and settle doY>n.
and SCI up co,'ernrM:nlS follO'lolnll
Hdlme pMlCmS. AI the samr tllne.
Gnd. 'CUJnn and Itt~ earned 10
SlK'h diverse rqJOnJ as France., EIl>J!C.
and Paksonr.•hr~ they O'krshad­
(W, cd local tndnions.

When the Roman rqlUbltc .stancd
ll\ conquesu. me Medllerrane;lfl world
\l,;U alrudy t"U1r~lIy umfJed. Gred.
\l,~\ \P9Ccn ~'crywhen: as the langulIlle
of traikrs, poets. and rukr.-. The
Romans themsc:/vu. C\~ u tIr) con­
quered the Hellenistic world .....In
menu, in tum by Greek cultUICl. Its lll1.
Illcf"oInn. philosophy. thtatu.1f1d edu·
calwnal s)'Mem were.lI adopted by lhe
Hom.aM.

Thl' had 11It0 tffects. II htlptd
Ron"lt In unifying the Mt'dilt.~ncan.

NorIhml Afrin.. and Synl. All ItKxc
arta.~ a1rudy had a complex buft::IIX:r:l·

cy IIthlc:h the RomansYmply 100" 0\Cl'
On tnc other !\and. the Hdkniud areas
rclaJntd • sepanue cultunJ lIt:nllt)
\l~ Greeks viewt'd the Romans lb

... nc: ...It~rcd would·be: Hellenes. and
lool.cd dC)II,n on them ewn while en\")·
Ing tlldr mihtary poIlt'er 81 the lime of
Iht. Lale EmplK. the spht belWCC"n the:
Rum;ullzcd arQ5 and the Hdknm:d
~ led 10 the creation of the "('"Iem
Empu"C. Ythleh would (all by 416 AD.
and 1M EIsIem~ IIttueh lItould
I~l (or IlDOtber nulleMlwn.

Afler breaking Carthagc's po\\er in Spain. Seipio'l; anny invaded North Africa and
thre:ncned Carthage itself. Thc Carthagmian Senate \\a!' tcrrifii.-d. and \ued for peace.
Scipio met with Carthaginian delegates and ~t up tenn!' to \\ hich the Carthaginian..
agreed. Then. afler a decade and a half of battling in 1t.!1). Hannibal and a fmetion of
his anny arri\ed in Carthage. Heartcned b) the return of their legenda!) gcnerJI.
Carthage repudiated the agreement. In 202 H.C . Hannibal and ScipIO met on the bat­
tlefield. in bma. Hanmbal and ScipiO spol..c facc to face before the bailie. Hannibal
offered peace under beller tenm. than the earlier proJ>O"al. but Scipio \\as nOl to be
deterred. Scipio faced the fornler m~tcr and defcated him (\oCc ~ldcbar. pp. 76-77).

After the baltle. H::mmbal returned 10 hl\ Cit) and com IIlced the go\cmmem 10.!our­
render. Peace bct\\ccn Rome and Carthage lasted for 30 )e;lN until a faCllon of the
Roman Senale pushed for the tolal dC\trul.'llon of Carthage. and a Roman ann) "as senl
to nonhern Afnca.

1l1c siege of Carthage lasted three )Cal': although a "hado" of Il\ fomler -.elf. the
cit) "as still a powerful one. It was final!) l.::Iken b) 'Jlonn In 1..J6 B.C. 1l1c CIl)·.!o go(h
\\ere officially rer1lO\ed from It. lb building" \\ere r.lJ'ed to the ground. and Ib land \\as
SO\\ n \\ ith salt. This. i.!o \\ hal ... l1O\\ meant b) a "CJ.nhaglnian peacc" -the lotal dc\lruC­

tlon of the cnem). The land.!> ofCanhage tx.-came the Roman prmtnce of Afnca

THE WRECK OF THE REPUBLIC
Afler Ihe end of the St..'cond Punic \Var. Rome had becomc the ""rangest n;Ulon In

the Hellenislic "orld. Almo'i.l b) acciden!. Rome ~alllcd comrol of M,'\eml duc" and
lands around the Meditcrranean. The wa) III "hlch Rome ab-.orbt..--d lhc-.c conquered
land... created an Empire e\en before 1m' Republic fl·lI. One of Ihe fiN ,Iep, the \ iete­
rious Romans undertool.. wa... to puni ..h the Greel.. and Macedoni::m klngdom\ thai had
backed Carthage dunng the \\at B) 129 B C.. Rome had conquered OlD't Grcc~ nallon,
and turned them into pro\ loce.. under Roman ad,mm'lrJ.llon.

1l1csc \ictories broughl ne\\ lancb and fC\enue, 10 the Republic. bUl for Ihe 0l0\1

part this only helped the noble ela~.... Atlhc ..arne Illlle. the Italian eIIIC'. "ho had fought
alongside Rome. started demandmg equal nght,

1l1e Senate found lis authonlY challengoo c\en 3., 11 ,tarted to ,pili mlo 1\\0
fuctions. l11e opllmOteS "ere (."On'\.Crv3tl\e\ \\ho tooo to prC\Cf\c the po\\CI'\ of Ihe
nobility. Their ri\'als. the poplIlarrs. \\cre II) mg 10 g.l\C more righh 10 lhe ",-que..tnan and
plebeian classes. and '"'cre aho mlere,IL"d m land refonn



Two brothen. were al thc cenler of this inlernal connicl: Tibcrius and Gaius
Gracchus. Thc Gracchii wcre noblcmcn who supponcd popular rcfonns. The Scnatc
actcd violently. Both brolhcrs were killed in the space of a decade. viclim.'> of Senalc­
instig:'lIcd riOIS. By using violcnce. Ihe Scnale had opened the door 10 more \ iolcncc.

In 107 B.C.. a candidalc from the populafPs was elcclcd: Gaius Mariu~. who W'I."

of Ihc equeslrian c1as.... He refonned the anny (~e p. 74). For the fin.t lime. Romans
without propeny were allowed to join the legion.... and their cquipmelll was bought by
Mariu... himself.

After holding four successive consulships. Marius left public life for a \\hile. and
lhe Senate regained control. When anothcr liberal. the tribune Dru~us. tried to pass a law
granling citizen...hip to the Italian citil.ens. the Senate had him murdered (91 B.C.). The
enragcd hal ian cities declared w3r. The Social War la... ted three years. from 91 to 88
B.C.. and Rome was forced to gram citizenship to mOSI of the cilies of Ihe peninsula.

Marius returned 10 public life when Rome prcparcd an expedilion againsl King
Milhridulcs VI of the city of Pont us. who had Icd a rebellion of the ca~lcrn province....
Comm:'lOd of Ihe Roman anny had been given to a conservalive named Luciu!>
Cornelius Sulla. When SUI!:1 was aboulto embark with his anny. Marius h3d Ihe Popular
Assembly remove command from Sull3 to give ilta the old gcneral. Sulla did nOI accept
Ihe Assembly's decision: inslc3d. he led his arnlY against Romc itsclf! For Ihe first timc
in Roman history. a general had marched againsl his city - and had becn obeyed by hi~

anny. Marius ned to Africa. and Sulla had scvcral memben. of thc POP/lttlrt's cxecuted.
Thc conservatives were finn!y entrenched in po\\cr when thc gcneral left to fighl lhe
war.

While Sulla was away in his campaigns. Marius returned to Rome and staned his
own ma~sacres. He readied an arnlY to meet Sulla. bUI died before he could leavc. Sulla
returned 10 haly in 83 B.C. ·nlere he foughl a balllc under Ihe very gates of Romc
againsl the Samnile.~. an Italilm tribe who had rcmaincd in rebellion :lgainst Romc cvcn
after Ihe end of the Social War. Sulla destroyed Ihe Samnite,!>. and entcred Romc
triumphant.

Sulla\ firM ~Iep wa~ 10 have himsclfdedared diclator. a title thai had nOI been u-.cd
since Hannibal's invasion a century before. He responded to Marius' purges with hi.!>
own. killing thousands of people. Many of those viclim.. had engaged in lillie or no
political activity. and wcre killed so Sulla's henchmen could stcallheir propeny. A con­
demned man's propeny was sold al :1 frdclion of its wonh. Sevcrnl Roman cntrepreneurs
who had won Sulla's favor cnriched thcmsclvcs in thi~ way. One of them. ras~us.

would play 3n imponant role in the political upheaval Ihal followed.
Satisfied. Sulla voluntarily retired in 79 B.C.. and spell1the rest of his life in Ihe pur­

suit of plc:l.!>ure. He died a year latcr. believing lhat hc had <;a\'cd the Republic by his
aClions. His refonns did not lasl long.

Pompey and Crasslls
Gnaeus Pompciu~ had been a Iieulcnant of Sulla during his African camp:lign...

Before Sulla's death. Pompey had already becn Il:.uned "lhe Great" (pornpeius Magnus)
for his milil:lI)' skill.

CrJ,Ssus was famous for his fonune and lhc way he had acquired it. He had becollle
wealthy during Sulla's diclatorship. and he increased his moncy with shrewd and rathcr
shady in\'cslmenls. Among Ihcm was a privale fire-fighting outfit. During one of the
firc~ that were common in Rome. the firefightcr.. would surround the building: one of
Crassus' henchmcn would lhcn make an offer for the burning building and the oncs
around it. usually for a fraction of their true value. If the owner acceplcd. the fire wa~

put out: olherwise. they let il bum. Somelimes it was Cmsllus' men who slaned the lire~.

/taly Durillg
the MOllarchy

Thq IUllian peninsula was I oJl\ l<kd
land. thntrolled by II nl)'rioo of Inde­
pendellt cily-slates and wwrina Inbes
Smcl:' the limes bcfou the citi~. II hac:l
been traditional for gowing fnbe~ to
-.end OUI wsrrina partit:s 10 :tCqWrt n~
tcrrllorie.!$. Oller the cenlurih. lhl~

dc\doped into I constanl S1ale of ~ar­

f:lft' and C()OspU'llCy. as e3Ch cil~ploucd

1II conlTOl or influence iL~ neighbors.
Tu lhe nonh were.! lhe Gou"

Regarded as barbarians by most of lbe
olhe.!r lIalian peoples. they had an
ad\aoced. if kss urbanb.ed. cullllrt and
~ert ~rce warriors. managing 10 con­
quer Rome fOf the firsl lime in lis hl.)­
101') (~ p. 46). 1be Gauls \\erc II
fnghltll-ing enemy of Rome unlll Juhu'
Caesars time.

Tho Latin League made up nlO'il of
lbe cel1ll111 peninsula. Originally. II was
1I rthglous allillllCe for the wor;hlp of
lbe god Jupiter. Thi evol\'ed into 0 11111·

llUl)' flXJetalion for self-defense. It Wl\.'
fomlC'd of Lalin cilies no! unlike Rome.
but Rome soon became the.! "fint
among «juals."

NOG-ulin cenlntl and western hal)
Ilocre primarily Euuscan. The Blruo;c3n
CIl)"-'lliles had II !<lose confedc:rJlIon
(lhe Ettuscan League) that serVed a!I a
balance againsl the Latin League 10
.... hlch the Rom:'lI15 belonaed. Thc cllte~

~e.!re ruled by kings or noble 011­
gan.-hlcs. South of the EtJuscall Cities
la) Rome and the Lalin League- Clhe~

Soolhem haly and the islllnd of
SICily had been colonized b) the
GrccH Their cities were weallh) and
IlO"crful. bul conslllnl ri\"alry bcl~t.'Cn

lhem made them \"\llnenbte 10 a umfied
cncm) - ....hich Rome.soon became

HISTORY:



Roman Government
11ld Senate was the most po\l,erful

msuludon of the Rcpublk. It was made
up Oftffibcrs of the pauician elMS.
JU~l h the earlier monarchical aslOClII·
bl). E\ nlually. plebeians (comlllQOCr.)
:md cql.eslrians Ounior noblemen) ""00
had 'ieI'Ve<! in high orflces could,o'o the'
Senatel effecch-ely bocoming member\
of the palrician class. The Senate
pa.\sedllaw5. declared war. ami dl~'

rU'l\td all mDlICf'$ affecting Ilk- ("II)'

From itS membtt$. 1""'0 COl\)U1S lI,e.....
c!c("tcd: they Loot care of execull\~ lind
rmillary malletS. If • gra\'e si!uallon
menu:d iI, the SeOlllc appoin1~.3 dicta­
tor 10 unify the government dunng the
enSlS. This appointment could onl) Ilbl
one yt'ar.

ThJ consuls had 10 be at leaM .J2
)car. 61d. llOd had to h3\'e Ja'\cd In

other posts for sc\'cral )'C:lf1. They
could -1'en.-e for Ont ycM. 1bc lVon con­
\111\ h:kl the power of impuium I~

po'olo"cr to command. WhICh had orn:c
belonp to the king. Each ('oo\ul
could velo the edicts of the other 11Ie
('oo\ul. wert: also in command of the
ann)'. lnili:l.Ily the consuls "'ere fonner
-enalOts or patricians. but plcbl:lans
.... ere admilled 10 IMt oOicc in 366 HC
~ A~mbly of the People had

members from all classes. 1bey elected
the consuls and V()fed on their propos­
lll, A~ fil'1\t. the Assembly could not
pa'>S l:iws. and .....as dominated by the
patric,all$. who were the palrons bee p
9) of moSI members o( the AsM:mbl)
Later reforms allowed the Assclnbl) to
initiate IcaisllUion.

'The tribunes (not to be oonfu'it'd
.... Ith military tri~; Stt p. 79) .... cfe
len In numhc:r. They coold protrct ple­
beians and equestrians from patnc,an~

and gO\'ernmenl offIci/lis by e,'(tn:l~mg

\eto ~wer. They could aliO \cco
unpopular IIlWS and pass their 0" n

"1lIG Roman Republic cootitluc:d to
be controlled mainly by lhe palnclans
One rc:ason (or this WtlS that Roman
publtc officills wcre not paid ,alanc~.

'>0 the people: holding them had to be
.......ahh)' 10 begin with. For anodll.'r. the."
mfluclCe o( patricians over tht lo.... er
c1as<;('<;; went beyond polilicul poVll.'t
a.nd .... e..lth (sec: Pufff)llS and Cl,t'nIJ.
pp.9·l0).

In 70 B.C.. both Crassus and Pompey ",cre CICCICd con<;uls. They di'mantlcd 1Il0,t
of Sulla's rcforms. relUrning powcrs (0 the tribunc, and thc cque~trian cla"s. TIle: (\\0

consuls revivcd popular .!>cntiment and exploited the hard feeling' many cornmon peo­
ple had againsl the SCIl:IIC. After Pompey', lenn ended. hc recci\'cd anolhcr milrlal)
command. this time again~t the pir.ne kingdom:.. Ihal h:ld becn bruwliJ'ing the
McdilCffilllcan. Having defealed Ihc pirates. Pompcy [umed again't Mjthrid:lle~ VI. who
had ..gOlin allackcd Roman pos'\Cs!>ion,. Belwecn 66-62 B.C.. Pompey foughl 111 A'ia.
de':"lroying Milhridatcs' kingdom and making il p:tn of a Roman province. Hc thcn
moved into the: Middle Ea~1 rcgion. coo<!ucnng Syria and making Judca a elicnt·
kingdom. Pompey returned 10 Romc in 62 H.C.. covered in glory. -niC Senate. ho\\ev·
cr. rcfUl>Cd to givc him honor for scvcral of hi<;; victorie'. repudi:ucd ~e\cr:ll agreement'
he had made in the Ea:"I. and did nOI give hi~ 'oldiers the land gr.JntJ. he had pmmi-.cd.
N:lIur:llly. Pompey wa:-. enraged. :Illd cnlered illlo :1 -.cerci :ll1iance (c:lllcd the triurm i­
r.Jte) wilh hi.!> fanner panner Cras<;;u<; and ol young up-and-coming polllidan. Gaiu'
Juliu:.. Caesar.

Caesar ami 'lre First Triumvirate
Juliu<;; Caesar (sec sidebars. pp. 52-54) had become a popular polilic:ll figure during

POIllPCY'~ ab~ncc. CrJ.ssu.!> wanlL-d to gel morc conces!>ion ... for the c4uc,tnan cIa)",. :lnd
to be givcn a military command of hill 0\\ n. Pompey ~ ished to be ghen Ihe recognition
he de~rvcd. and Caesar needed Iheir ,uppon in hi, bid for con'ul,hip. AI,o. Ihe rela­
tionship between Crnssus and Pompey wa, nOI very friendly. and Cae':lr wa!> accepted
as a mediator.

Cae:-':Ir became con...ul in 59 B.C. He completely dOllllll:l1cd politic!>. and hi<;; fcllow
consul had ..0 lillIe power thai peoplc referred jokingly 10 Ihal )'car :1\ the cOIhuhhip of
"Juliu:-. and C;lesar:' In fCturn. Cms,us gOI a price reduction for the tax-collecling pri\'·
ilege of Asia. and Pompey's achievementJ. were rccogniJ'cd and land~ \\erc gi\en to hi'
anny. Pompey marrie:d Cac'ar':-. daughler Julia and Cra'~t1" W:I" gi\l,:n COlllmand of the:
campaign againsl Panhia. TIle Triunwir.lte wenl on.

In 58 B.C.. Cacsar was SCn! 10 govcrn SOUlhcm Gaul (Gallia Narbmwtl.f1\). He
decided 10 conqucr the tCrrilory despite the Senatc's threat to condemn him for the ide:!.
The politician (umed oUltO be a master gener.J1 :l~ \\cll: ill;t seric.~ of campaigns hc "ub­
dued the largest Celtic IribeS. Funhennore. he led the lira expedition... bolh 10 Gennan)'
and Britain. more for thc glory than (or any malerial gain. By 51 B.C.. Gaul wa, linn­
Iy in Roman hand...

By 56 B.C.. Cmsslls :lIld Pompey had begun to feel je:lloul<>y towards their partner.!>
success. bUI Ihey resolved 10 continue their agreement. Cac"ar woult! rem:lin in G,lUl
whilc Cmssus :ll1d Pompey would becomc con"ul'i. Pompey took command of an ann)'
in Spain. and Crassus marched againl<>t Parthia.



Crassus' incpt leadership provcd disastrous whcn his anny assailed Carrhae (sec
sidebar. p. 79). Cr.JSsus himself died in the bailIe: hi!> dcmh was nOI only a blow to the
Republic. bUI to the Triulllvirate. The relationship belween Pompey and Caesar became
more strained. Pompey hadn'l left for Sp3in, but rem:lined in Rome while Cacs3r and
Cra3sus were away.

TIlcir rivalf)' became the focus of Ihe old political stnlgglc in Ihe Republic. Cae~ar
became identilied wilh Ihe poplliares. while Pompey became;) conservutive (which was
ironic. considering his past actions) and the leader of the optimare faction. Riob. now
typical in Rome. became savage. Gangs of ex·gladiators and criminals working for one
faclion or another ball led 011 the streets of Rome. Their mOSI imponullI leaden. were
Clodius. who supported Caesar. and Milo. a Pompeian follower. Clodius was murdered.
bulthe violence continued until Pompey. obeying the enate's orders. led troops into the
city to restore peace.

Ilompey became the Senate'!> champion and wa~ made Ihe sole consul of Ihe
Republic. Caesar's success in Gaul made him a threa!' 30 Pompey and (he Senale decid­
ed 10 eliminate his power base by recalling him from Gaul. Caesar was ordered to return
10 Rome as a private citilen. where he could be disposed of. Upon hearing these orders.
Caesar marched into Italy at the head of a legion. in clear di ..regard for the law (49
B.C.). A~ hili amlY crossed the ri\'er Rubicon. which divided G,lul from Italy. he alleged­
ly said "Alea jacUI es/" ('The die is ca..;!"). crealing a phmse Ih:1I now describes an
irrevocable decision.

The Civil U1zrs
Pompey had no forces in Italy to rival Caesar's Veler'.lll army. so he ned 10 Ihe East.

Asia and Spain were solidly behind Pompey at lirst. bUI a quick call1p:lign by Caesar
captured the Sp:lllish province. whose legions joined with him. Then Caesar's anny
invaded Greece. After some sclbacks. he dcfc:lled Ilompey allhe bailie of Pharsalus in
48 B.C. Pompey Oed 10 Egypt. where he Wll~ assas..inated by King Ptolemy and his sis­
ler. Cleop:llnl. Caesar arrived in EgYPI and helped in<;tal1 leopatra on the throne.

Caesar relurned 10 Rome triumphant. proclaiming himself dict:llor for life. He started
using tnlppings of royally. like having his ponr:1il slamped on new coins. wcaring purple
robes. and holding the post of pomife.:r mtl.r;mlls, high priesl of the Roman Male religion.
At Ihe <;arne time. howevcr. he did nol behavc like Sulla or Marius: instead of purge... he
issued pardon.. to most of his surviving enemies. He also extended Roman citizenship 10
scveral regions. and organiLed several new colonic,. Finally. he assembled a great aml)' 10
march again~t the l>arthians. He was ready 10 lead it when he wa.. as,as..inmed.

Cacsar's murderers had many mOlivcs. Scvcml politic:11 leaders feared Ihal Caeliar
would become :l king and destroy the Republic. Othcr" wanted revenge for Iheir defeat
at his hands. And a few others probably joined Ihe con~pinlcy to increase their political
power. In any case. nonc of their goals wefC realized after Cacsar'~ death in 44 a.c.
Fourteen years later. most of thc conspiralors were dead and the Republic had ceased to
exi~l.

A new bout of civil war followed. The two leaden. of the Caesarean party weTC
Mark Antony. one of Caesar's lieulenanls. and Oclavius. Caesar's gre:.u·nephew. whom
Caesar h:ld adoplCd. With Lepidus. another followcr of Caesar, they formed Ihe Second
Triumvirate. In Rome. they started Iheir own persecutions and purgcs. while their ene­
mies gathered forccs in Ihe Eastcrn provinces. At Ihe bailIe of Philippi. in 42 B.C.. Ihe
Caesarean forces Iriumphed. Then a period often~ion between Octavius and Antony fol·
lowed. Antony was c:lptivaled by Cleopatra. and rejected his Roman wife. who hap­
pened 10 be Oclavius' sistcr. Octavius charged Ihat Anlony was conspiring 10 surrender
Ihe Eastern provinces to CleopatrJ. and war was again declared in 32 B.C. In 30 B.C"
Antony and Cleopatra comrnilled suicide after being defeated. Octavius was now Ihe
sole leader of Rome.

The COllspiracy
01 Ca/ilille

1111 evenl was one or ttlt: ITlI»I
ramou~ scandal or the Late RC'pubhc.
Luciu~ Sergius Catilina (CaliliOC) was a
p;uncl'n with a tOl or ambition. When
hIS bid ror consulship was rej¢ctcd In

65 B.(1. he allegedly ploued with other
dlsgru~lkd etndidaleS 10 munlcr lhe
eta-led consuls and Illke ovt:r the: gov·
crnmcnt This plot was disC()\'cred but
no actiOns wert laken against the plot­
ler<i (JYObably because lhcre WlIS no
definlle: proof). In 63 B.C.. Catilmc rJ.n
and .... Its once: again dereated by the
fllrnou~ orator Cicero. !-Ie lIllUted a new
far-flu.,g conJPiracy.

f\clj()rding to his accusers. Clnlme's
confcdc:ratc.5 51aned raising an anny
near Rbme. with which Caliline ....auld
'iellC lhe city and O\'erthrow lhc gQ\·ern·
menl CMxro denounced this pubhcly
and .... u gramed exlnlORlinary pov.el"!>
to ~upprtss Ihc: conspimcy. Once again.
1'10.... e\ t.r. there WIS not enough proof 10
Ju~tlf) an In'r.,St. Catilinc left !he cuy.
Th" convinced the Senale thai lhe plot
.... a5 real. lind they declaRd hIm an
enem) or the state.

Catlline's group decided ~ stril.:e
dunng the madcap festhilies of the
Salumalia (sec p. 21). but the r plWl5
were betra)·ed. Cicero atTeSted lnost of
the codspirotors in the capital. Clllihne
tned 10 flee but ....'3S k.iIIed in combat
.... llh Roman troopS. Cicero Ihtn con­
\'IOCed the Senate 10 execute all the
other R10tters wilhoul trial.

Some: historians belie\'e that Ihe
.... hole HconspiracyM .....as blown out of
proportion by Cicero ror potitical gam.
After the plOl be was given the UII.: or
Pal'" l'atriae (Father orlhe eou'l!) for
hIS role in the suppression or the riOl.



Julius Caesar
Oai~ Julius~ is pe:rh:lpS me

mo.:lJamouS Ronun general and statt:$­
man, and is considered to be the fi",
EmpcrOl", although he nc\"ef oflici.all)
1001. ,hIll title. Uis reg_,.." bttl'me
,}nony.mous with the word Emperor.
and ""as used in ocher countriet for the
~ame pUrpoKS (for cJUlmpk, thC'
(;emlan title KaiJI" and the Ru.s',an
C:.LIf are both \"erslons of -a.cw")
Republican Romans accused him uf
demojing the old Rcpublil-. and
lmpc:n.1 sUPPOrttf'S praised hlln for
-.:1\ 109 Rome.
C~ WIl$ described as 11 hand...olllC

man, desptte !he (xt thai he .... tnl pre­
m:llurdy bakl. He was abo. ehlfl~m:ll'

it' Of'".aIOl' and politician. and knt\\ 00110
to gain public favor through ~.a spt'C­
ladc\ lind popular laws. He wu ,"limed
\C\cml dJ1lC$. and was Kpl.lIW 10 h;t, ..
hltd sc,'ctal Iovm. many or them (Uf·

e'go queens, and. ACCOfding to h,\
dr:lr:lqorl. some k.ings as .... ell
Throuaoout his life. Caesar had a bad
rt'PUllldon as both a womanita" and 11
homo~ual. AJ • resule. he W:II., ....Id 10
be "eVery woman', man and C\(,1)'

man\ M'OllUn:' In his youth. hi: .... a~
wlllClhing of. dandy. spending IOOrK)
on lu,urics and .ceumulaling rarg.:
debts During his Icnures as g<n'tmor of
forcillo lands., he was flOC abovt linin);
hIS poq.:ets with lIM: provincials' mooc)'

In rililaty maltm, he sh(w.cd the
counagt: ell~ltd from 1111 Roman CIIl·

fo:n~ lie joined in the fighling. and per·
~mally rallied his troops .....twn the)
"lI\eroo, N a general, he was unp~·

dlctable and .....ell-<>rpnil.cd at the ....me
Illm:, and manltged to OUlmaneu\o:r
c\'el') ,eocral who faced him, Cae~r

"a~ a harsh cortuJWlder, bul he "on hl~

t!UOJ""loyalty 10 lhe extenl lhal \oIne'
tlnk'~ they sen'eel withoul pay for Inng
pcnod~ of lime.

Caesar's early earctt gl\'c ao 11llI1'

calIon of his abililies. Hc Slaned hl~

career In the standard patriciu '40 II). bul

"a) allie 10 S«U~ lhc lmportal1/ IXl'!'
lion onpomiju maxl1Plus al a rclall\d)
carl) Jgc. during Sulla's gO\'Cf1lrllC'nl
fie IIln)()51. fell victim 10 Sulfa's purge~.

bul Yo'" spared !huts to the inte(('e~·

~Ion of §e:\'eraJ impllfWlt patric~n~ lie
had a fairly undistinguished mlhuu)
career in hIS )'oulh. One inckkm I~

!'e\callng, OOwC\'cr. While uihn8 nn
the ,\c.,can, he was captuml by prr:uc~

and held capti\'c for 40 days bc(()(C he
"il'I ran50mod. Beton: he left, he jok·
m};l)~ thai he would be bad, 10
a\'cng~ hi~I(, TIle young JuJlu~ then
hIred .. fleel and dcsuQ):cd the plmIC\'
refu~.

THE EMPIRE
Thc Ch il Wars provcd that Rome could nOt be managed under its current syMcm.

Oclaviu .. Augu!>Iu" dcvio;cd a ncw gO\cnullent that hid under thc instilulion, of thc old:
hi .. nc\\ arrangemcnt slIf'\,ivcd for o'er 300 ycar.-. Undcr the Empirc, Rome grew in
powcr and influencc.

AUGUSTUS
Oclavius. now rcnamcd Augustus, lumed thc unstable Republic inlo all Empirc led

mo~tly by onc man. Augustus \\as vcry skillcd in disgub.ing hi~ refomls under old
name, and ollicc", but by thc limc of hi, dcmh il was obviou, that the Scnlllc did not
havc Ihc powcr it Imd once enjoycd.

The Pr;llcipate
Octavius never :Icccpted the tillc

of I..ing, wi<;e[y learning from Cacsar's
fate. Octavius was givcn the name
Augu ...ms, or "re\'crcd OIlC:' His tide
was princeps (Firsl CitiLcn), which
implied thai he was mcrely the firsl
among hb pccr~, not an absolutc
monarch. In rcalilY. however,
Augustus hcld thc rcins of po\\cr. The
word Empire ilsclf camc from the
Roman tern} imperium, which indicat­
cd thc power 10 command Mllllcthing.
whcther an anny or a province. As
princel',\', Augu~tus had im,)erium ovcr
all the land of the former Rcpublic.
Thi~ cvcntually led to the tenn i"'pn­
ator to addrc,s the holder of that
officc.

Besidcs the titlc of prt'ncl?IJ.\·,

Augu..tus aiM) had him,clf elected to
...c\cral Olhcr tmditional Roman officc... IIc wa, a tribune. ablc to VCIO Senate dcci .. ion.!>.
He al ...o held thc JXl,ition of con~ul. proconllul of <"e\cral provinccs. and. ahhough he did
nOI h:wc thc oOicc of ccnsor. hc \\as gi\clllhc samc poWCTh as OIlC. AIl,o. when hc con­
quered Egypt. he did nOI tllm It inlo a lraditional Roman pos!>C~~ion. Thc country
became a Roman province that served as an Imperial power ba...c through ils grain
rc,ef'\'e~, but it did nOI fill the imperial coffers (cxeept through the huge Clltales of the
PlOlcmac:1Il kings Ih;lt AUgll\lU~ approprimcd). Modcm ..chola,.., think th"l Egypl's t:l.~

revcnue going directly 10 AuguslU" and his successor; is a hi'lOricalmyth. but GMs may
wi~h 10 indulge in the b,ldground of Augustll~' revcnuc rivaling that of thc whole
Empirc·... Betwccn that. his personal command of Illost of the legions in thc Empire, and
hi.!> govcmmcnt offices. hi ... comral over the Roman ~Iatc \\ as grcatcr than thai of any
man beforc him, thc ancient king.. included.

The Scnate continued to funclion wilh grcatly dimini~hed po\vcr. Members of the
patrician class (see p. 7) hcld hcreditary "cll:ltorial position!>. and thc princeps could
appoint equestrians to the Senatc. The Senale \\:t.!> in charge of trying other senators and
imponam Roman.!>, and of pas!>ing law'\. although the pri,/Cl!P~' had vctO powcr ovcr
tho,e. For the 1ll0'1 pan. the Semlle adviscd thc cmperor but had 10 follo\\ hi .. ordcrs.

HISTORY



Julius Caesar
(Co"'inued)

After gOln, through the ulsite
govemfnt:nl POSitions. Caesv I his
Sights~ the consutshlp. First~'" I.
defcndl hlrnsctr from dwgcs hal he
~~ lR\'OIved In the Catd con·
SPIrx1, (see sKIeb:lt. p. S I). of I(:h he
WaJ acquiued. To become ronsul
c.esarfOllcd an informal .mam With
Pom~ and Cnssus (see ~. SO).
Dunn&, his consulship acw ha\~

In a IjrannicaJ manner. USlnl thrt'au... ':E 10 ,cl his proposals passed
and 10 ndermine the patricillN povo'u.
"Ithe nd of hiS term of offICe he ~u
&S5lincf 10 pacify Gaul.

Clk$:It's conquest of Gaut '~

him 10 be a mihlll)' piUS. H~'"""'"
the ROIWlIqKifts II GaullnlO Vder·
un. hiah1y competcnl lU1t1y I was
much~ Io)'allo bim INn I Rome
ludf. Ae nol onl)' pacifl«1lhc erfut
Gallic f0bes. he made forays asnsz
the GcftnaM and rcal'ha1 fabled
IsLand pf Bnlain., which he 1 after
recCIVlt the SUbml!\lon of \cl'llIl
chids. II these actions stirred Rklhal
nval!)' Ilh hiS former partner JPmPCY.
,."ho saw Ius 0"10 n glory 1.$ • kcnera.l
CCll~ by Caesar's Vi<:lone$~",P<l'
.and ~ Sc:rwe conspirtd 10 c mm3te
Caesar as a potlltcal thrut. R "-'Ilb
thiS. Il$aI" m3J't:hcd with his 'clcran
tttion' 1i3.lnst Rome

Du1n, the civil war lh3t ~ Io..-.td.
Caesar pI'O\'td 10 be Pompey's lmastcr.
The: t~ geMl'llIls haukd cx~ Other
througb the Empire. WithC~ ,,-,'In·
nlng n'05t encountcl$. Pompey f"cd 10
!CCk refuge m E&YPt Ilnd was nlur­
-. ~l\ffJ'omp<y'" h, "-t"",,,
WeR dead and the $Cnaton~"""
destro~. Caesar returned 10 Rome.
but bcfOfe hclpinJ ICI 1o\'C-r

CI I'll firmly on lhe I ne of
Egypt. c pardoned mosc of his Urvl\·
Ing c ies. and lried 10 i good
will In Scrwe by hIS behav'

rlre Augustian Reforms
Augustus realized that me empire was 100 large to be run by the institutions of the

old Republic. He created a new bureaucracy called the "Imperial Household:' The new
offices wert tilled by plebeians. freedmen. lind even slaves. since most Romans from
the patrician or equestrian class considered bureaucratic work beneath them. These new
men owed no loyalties to anyone other than Augustus and. in a larger sense. the Empire
ilSelf. The civil servants would become one of the major foundations of the empire. Li.ke
any bureaucracy. of course. it c\'cnlually was plagued with corruption and lack of
humanily. but it kept the gO\'emment running for hundreds of years even when the cur­
rent Emperor was incompetent or insane.

The new emperor also changed lhe city_ Augustu boasted rnal he had found a Rome
of brick and had leO it a Rome of marble. Several of Rome's grealest monuments were
built during his reign. Also. he helped organize the administration of the city. Police and
fire depanments were organized under the control of city prefects. AllOIher prerect was
in charge or food distribution. not a small task considering Rome had a population of
about a million people,

Another imponam change Augustus brought to Rome was the cult or the Emperor.
Julius Caesar had set a precedent when his rollowers wo~hipped him as a god aner his
death. In the Eastern provinces. Augustus was worshipped openly. while in Rome. the
Emperor had people worship his ramily's genills (see p. 107) instead or himselr.
Augustus became lillie less than a god. And after hi.s dealh. he was worshipped as a god.
a practice that would continue ror centuries.

EARLY EMPERORS

Perhaps the most imponanl power of the Senate was itS influence in me choice of a suc·
cessor to the Emperor. The best Emperors Rome had - the Anlonines - were for the
most part hand·pickcd by the reigning Emperor and his circle of friends.

Augustus' biggest problem was the matter or succession. He had no children.
First. he appointed his trusted general Agrippa as his heir. but Agrippa died in 13 B.C.
Then he turned to his gmn<lsons. Guius nnd Lucius Caesar. bul they died in 2 and 4
A.D,. respectively. Many at the time said that Augustus' wire Livia poisoned all his
heirs 10 ensure the claim or her son. liberius. Augustus had no choice but to appoint
TIberius as his successor. After Augustus' death in 14 A.D.. libcrius rose 10 the
Roman principate.

The new Emperor was an old man who seems to have been easily influenced by
those about him. The Praetorian Guard commander. an Etruscan named Sejanus. was in
some way lhe Lrue power during TIberius' reign. Under TIberius and Sejanus. purges
of suspected traitors started again. FinaJly. Sejanu.!o was killed in 31 A,D. on liberius'
orders. When TIberius died in 37 A.D.. there was rejoicing in the streets. and high hopes
ror the popular new princeps. Gaiu5. nicknamed Caligula (Little BOOlS) by the soldiers
he grew up with.

Caligula soon pro\'ed 10 be a madman who saw the Empire as his personal play·
lhing. His vices squandered the treasury, He had himselr deified while still alive. mur·
dered any who dared to oppose him. and horrified Romans with his acts or insanity.
Among the tales told about his reign are his nomination of his horse for consulship.
leading an anny to Britain but having it haIL on the shores of France to galher seashells.
and play-acting triumphs over the Gennans. wiLh actors in blond wigs masquerading as
prisoners. His excesses were too much ror those around him. nnd finally the Praetorian
Guard murdered him in 41 A.D. As his successor the guards picked Caligula's elderly
uncle. Claudius. who had escaped previous purges because he seemed 100 hnrmless and
inepi to be dangerous.

,~,,~,,--,,;: ,... /- ~I . ,..,1.~,. -If''''''- .
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Jufius Caesar
(Collti"lIed)

The paui<:ians suspcctl:d (pcrh:l.p..
nghtl») mat C.esar was plannmg 10

become king of Rome. Ue continued 10
~hght the Semnc's po.....cr, angcnng Il~

members. A conspimcy of scnalOf'> and
some: ~f Catsar's oYo'n associate~ w:L~

fomled. 'They assassinated hi", dunng
lhe Ides of Mlt(Ch, 44 B.C. Accon.lJng
10 tradition. sc\'cral omens ~lImed

Cae'W" of his fate. but he cbo<;e to
Ignore them (see sidebar. p. 110). Ile
wa.. ltllackcd by sc\'cral dagger­
'WIelding conspiraton on the ,cpo; of
the t\ scmbly. The aging alClalOr
(kfeodcd himself wilh a $t) Ius but .... a~
O\e~hcJmed and killed. His mlolnJcre",
hUlled themselves as the saviOIl of lhe
Republic, bIll kss than 20 year-> l:uer
tnc Republic h3d ceased 10 uist

Claudius proved to be a competent Emperor. howevcr. Surrcring from a SlXcch
impedimcnt and poor hcallh. he was not an imJX>sing man. but he was a good adminis­
tmtor who appoinlcd finc generals. Claudius decided to cxpand the Empire: Judca
became a Roman province and Britain was invaded in 43 A.D. 111C Roman gencml
Aulus Plaut ius dcfeatcd a dozcn Briti~h chicfs. and most of the Briti~h lowlandlo were
conqucred by 51 A.D.

Intemally. Claudius extended Roman citilcnlohip to scvcral provincial citie:.. going
so far as to allow men of Gallic ancestry to ~it on the Scnatc. He encourngcd
Romani,..ation (to becomc a citilen. proficiency in Latin and Roman culture was a pre­
rcqui~itc). The civil ~er\'icc grew and became more powerful: il was run by fonner
'iolavc... many of them of Greek origin.

Claudius' first wife. Messalina. compired to murder him. and he had hcr executcd.
Hc marricd again. thi!> time to Agrippina. who ~ucceeded in killing him :lflcr Claudiu~
adoptcd Nero a~ his heir. She poisoned him," ith loxic mushroom~. C13udius died and
became a new god in the Roman p:tnthcon. RcOcCling on Ihis laler. Nero callcd mush­
room!> "thc food of the gods:'

Nero becamc EIllJX:ror at /6. Among his fiN an" ",ere lhe murder of C1:tudius'
Icgitimatc :o>on, Britannicus. ThclI he lumed against hi~ mOlher: he accu.!>Cd hcr of COli·

,pime)' and had her killed. In'lcad of go\cming, Nero dedic:lled him.'>CJr 10 orgies. Ihe
games, and writing bad !>ong~ and poetry: he then forced mcmber' of the Senate and his
coun 10 li~lcn 10 hi:. works. He ~':lOdalized Romans by p'lr1icip:lling In chariot racc,
him'clf.
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In (H A.D.. lhe city of Rome sufTered a deva... tating fire. Nero showed so much
enthu~iaslT1 for the rebuilding of the cilY that he was accused of having cau:.cd it.
prompling the quip "Nero fiddled while Rome bumed." To tllm attentioll away from
hil1l~elr. Nero blamcd the fire 011 an obscure religion: the already unpopular Chrislialls
\\·crc persecuted for lhis disa31er.

Nero's atrocities rc'\ultcd in a widc~pre:ld con"pimcy against him. When lhe
Emperor ordered some famoll' generals to commit suicide. sc\'cral province~ revolted.
the Senale condelllned him to dcath. and he was forced to nee the city. In 68 A.D..
de:.cncd by all. he comrnillcd suicide. claiming the world was losing a great ar1isl. Thi~
was lhe end of the Julio-CI:lUdian Iinc.

4

Pompeii
The city Pompeii and its nelghoor

IlcrculaMum were destroyl:d b) the
cruphm of the \'Okano Vesuviu" m 19
A 0 This Samnile lown had bo:n ron­
quucd by the Romans in 89 B.C dur­
mg the Social Wm. The city pm<,percd
and bc:<:ame thoroughly Rornanlr.cd

Pompeii was fir$! damaged b) :l.n
canhqullkc in 62 A.O.. and wu erad,­
catcd by the \'olcano's crupllon :l.
dccadtl and a hllif later. Mount
VC<'U\ll/s' eruption eo\e:rc:d the CIt)
UnOCr 20 f«t of ashes. Uerculancum
wll.~ ollCn\ln by • combination of hWll
lind mud lhal compklcJy bYn~d II flf
PC~ art: mu.ing it II poinl 10 Sill)' a" a)
from l"ompcii during lhal farcful )car.
tnc GM could pul dlCnl in Hcmtlaoeum
m\lcad!>.

Tho ruins of these cilies .....tre dls­
cO\'crcd during lhe 16th and nth cen­
tUrtC~, Ui.stOfians and archeologhl\
hlne found a "calth of infoonalion
aOOuI J-OOlafl daily life in I\)ntpcn.
meludUlg near·inlacl priwte homc~.

worb of an :uld C"en wall gr./Jiu (!>eC

"Idebar. p. I.S). Archeological "or~

continues 10 lhis day.
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69 A.D. beC:Hne the Year of the Four Empero~. Civil war eruplCd throughout the
Empire. Vespasian. a competent general and admini:<>trator. won the civil wars at thc end
of the year and founded the Aavian dynasty.

Vc:>pa..ian died in 79 A.D. Like Auguslus :ll1d Claudius before him. he was also dei­
fied Ohis honor had been withheld from Tibcrius. Caligula. and Nero. none of whom
dc:<>crvcd it in thc cyC'i of thc Senate). At his deathbed. he supposedly predicted this
when he said "Damn it - I can fccl myself turning into a god:·1itus. Vespasian's SOil.
h:ld a shon but vcry popular reign betwecn 79 and 81 A.D. During this time. Mount
Vc...uviu~ cmpted and completely deslroyed the city of Pompeii.

Domitinn. Till!'" younger brother. inherited the thronc. He aCled competenlly dur­
ing the early pan of his rule whilc constanlly working 10 increase his powcr and reduce
that of Ihe Senate. TIle last three ycars of hi~ life (93-96 A.D.) were a reign of terror.
punctuated by numerous perst."CUlions and murders. Intenml rebellions made Domitian
paranoid enough to murder anyone who posed a threat 10 him. It is unknown whether
he w:c" justified or if hi .. actiOll'i created Ihe conspiracy he fcared: in any case. he was
as..assinaled in 96 A.D.

The Senate. weakened under Domilian. :<>till had enough power to dictale who
.... ould be the next Emperor. A f:1l110U~ though elderly lawyer named erva was ChO'iCll.
A new d) nasly began with him. in which Emperors were chosen for their ability. not

their family tics.

THE ZENITH OF THE EMPIRE
Ner"a livcd for Ic'\~ Ihan three year<; after his :lppointlTlenl. During thai time he

deferred 10 the Senate and adopled a succcs~r. chosen because of his qualitie~ :l.!. a
leader. Thi .. :<»:>1C1Il hcralded Romc's golden agc.

Traja" (I"d Hadria"
Ncrva died in 98 A.D" leaving his hand-picked succes~r. a Spanish general called

Tf'"Jjan. to lake Ihe throne. Tmjan wa.;; the first non-nalive Roman to become Emperor.
He fought \\ af\ with both Dacia and Parthia. defeating them and :ldding the countries to
the Empire::, which reached il .. Inrgest size during his reign.

Imemally.Trajan·sadministr.lIion brought great prosperity. The Emperor funded
~\eml M>Cial progmll1~. including a child welfare fund Ihal provided for orphan... a
gr.lin dole. and free entr.lI1cc 10 the circus. To keep track of the treasury. Tmjan had a
corp" of cOll1mi ..~iolle". called cllmtores, thai .... ent frolll city to city :.couling for cor­
mption. In addition. \cvcr:ll of Rome'.!> most famous monuments were built during thi~

period.
Traj:lI1 died in 117 A.D.. as he tried 10 retum 10 Rome from hi .. wars. The P..mhian

province.. had ri3C1l in fCvOIt. and a massive Jewish rebellion had :<>pre'ld through Egypt
and Nonhem Africa. Someone as capable as Trajan was needed.

His adopted heir Hadrian. :t1..a a generJI. proved equal to the task. After pacifying
lhe region. he decided that Rome could not .!>uslain the expansion Tmjan had wanted.
Inslead. he abandoned the rebelliou~ provinces in the East and also retrealed from some
area.. of northern England. The anny was kept well-trained and equipped. and a series
of protective walls \\cre laid aeroS.!> the mosl dangerous frontiers. One such wall sur­
vive:- in England. a 73·mile long defensive line known as "Hadrian's Wall:'

The new Emperor also trJveled tirelessly through the land. visiting provinces from
Britain to Africa. During hi.. lr:lveI3. he supervised Ihe constnlclion of new buildings.
rc\'iscd the local tax laws.•md helped cstablish a unificd Roman legal code for all the
province.!> - an important slep in uniting the Empire. The Imperial civil service was
enlarged. staffed mostly by mcmber'!' of the equestrian c1a.'i:<>. especially ill the area of lax
collection. Hadrian died in 138 A.D.

Imperial Decadellce
Tradilionally, ROOW1 ciliu,s .... t:re

C'tpeclf'd 10 lin: simple. heallt7 h\·~$.

COOta<1 with the huurious liresl)'tC'S of
IhC' East and the sudden innu.\ of
"'~alth (atleUl for II minority) thaI fot­
lov. ed lhe Republic's t:xp:l.Osion
changed all that. The rich and pbv.crfut
ofu:n mgaged in ('.Jt()()c pleasurts r:uJg'
109 from banquet.s to orgief. Thl~

became C'VC.n .....orse when the .Empire
was fonned. The pov.cr bf the
Empcrprs WlU much grcatC'r tha, that of
lhe Roman oobkmcn. and their corrup­
lIon was proportion:lIe1y gn:alt~

On the other hand. many or 'fle lal~

th31 Rqrnan chronickrs told abcflt their
EmpcrOtS may have bC'c:n ex:tUC'r.Juoo
and outrighl Ii~. Gossip and rumors
... ere all common in the Romall ...orld
11\ in today·s. and some of them had the

ume subslance as loday's I.Iblpld StO­
ne!>, G~ts running Il campaign st:t In lhe:
lmpmll court may discount some or:tll
lhche rumors (or he IDly use ~m. a
depra\'W Imperial houSC'.hokl nl~

OK)((' C'hllUengu and dangm than a
k\s-corrupt one).

Callguta. Nero. lind Domiti 11 .....ert:
the fil"5t three "evil Emperai" v.ho
abu'Cd their already gn:at pqwC'r to
mtolerable levels. Their vke!i wert: imi­
tated. but not surpassed. by <iC\'Cr'Jt
OIher Emperors.

Thq archetypical decadent Roma.n
noblc"all or Emperor .....ould ha\e
about 80 points of di.sll(h'llnlag~. rang·
mg from Glullony and Greed lolill(!lsm
and 1Acherous.ness and unmentionable
O.:hou~ Personal Habit!.

C,,,.I~ULA

Catlgula was accused of CClrllmuung
II'ICe!>t with his siSlt:rS. among other
bu.arrc $C.X. lICU. He .....as also tnbwn for
murdering those around him ~Ilhoul
re:a.son j ~e fC'd his circus animals wllh
COIWIC1'CCJ criminals instead ofbtcf. lor­
turro critics in scV('ral ingcni~ ways.
and fo(CCd parent! 10 walch ~ C.\ccu·
llOOS r:I their sons. His ca.soallcruelt)
rcsp:cll:d no one: once. while c:i>nducl­
109 a sacrifice. he used the ritu~matlC'l
on the lLSsistaOl-priest instead of the
~nfi4i3Illnima1. He WlU final CUIIO

pIeces by SC'o·C'r.l1 Praetorilln 0 t:rs.

GOfl/;nt«d CHI nUl POSe. ! .



Imperial Decadellce
(Cofltillued)

NERO

Nero's infamous career btglUllll hi'
)oulh. when he and his friends pro",ll-d
lhe ,rr«ts and aU:k:l:td and in;Jfcd or
l.llled~by (5«: Noblt>m/ln Cump.
p (4). burglarized shops. and as'>aUltL-d
noblewomen in lhelt houses. AflC~r he
b«llmt Emperoc he indull~ In all
I.mds of vices. including the prtrllcC' of
gorglO' himsetr and tlltll using emem',
to thmw up In order to eal e\'cn mOf(
('Orne .....eallh)' Romans did th" lh a
ma\l('f of COUf'K. but most oflhelr peen
found the practice dislusling,) Lll.e
Caltgul" he cornmiue(f incest 4IId tnnu·
mcrnble sexual crimes. including '>lido­
maso....taistic: Ofgies where victim' \\('re
k.llled (or the entr.nainmenl of the
l:.mpel"Or and his favorites. Ue killed hl\
0\000 mOlher and orgll1!il.C:d \C\CfJI

purge" among lhe aristocrats,

I)O;o.lITIAN

DOll1itian damlCd he was • 111mB
SOO Jrld WU addressed as such A.. II
god. he hOO lillie qualms about C....XUI­
1"8- anyone \loho displeased hlnl
Donlltilln boasled about his "nual
(lfO,",C'lS and up' II harem of COl)CU'

blne,. many of whom .....ere QlIllmon
~lItults. Ue wu finally Stabbed 10
dc31h In hIS bcdchamhrT.

rite Last Antouiues
Hadrian's successor, Antoninus Piu~, presided ovcr a true golden age in Roman his­

lOry (138-161). 0 major wa~ or rebcllion~ broke OUI. The Emperor \\ a:. a well-loved
man who did not care for the vices that were comlllon among the upper c1assc.!l.
Contclllporarie, and 1:.1Ier hislor;:ms consider hi!o> reign Ihe height of ROlllan splendor.
Antoninus was succeeded b)' Marcus Aurelius. another well-prepared, capable
Emperor. His reign wa." for Ihe 1ll0.!lt part a continuation of ATltoninus' pro<;peril)'. except
for eXlem.11 Ihreals.

In the north. two Gennan tribes, Ihe Marcomanni and the Quadi. invaded Dacia and
the Danube province!'. On thc ea~1. the P::lrthians once again allacked the Roman fron­
lier. Aureliu..; "penllllosl of his reign fighling Gennan~. His lieutenanl, Avidius Cassius.
defealed the Parthi:ms. Howe\er. the fClurning Roman legion... brought lhe plague wilh
Ihem. an epidemic Ihal hurt Ihe enlire Empire. Some hiqorianll claim Ihm Ihis plague
\\ 3.' Ihc first ~Iep loward Ihe fall of Rome.

Marcus Aureliu, pUllhed Ihe Gcmlam back. and hc ma)' have \\3nled to exlend
Roman rule northward, but Avidius Cassiu<; rebelled in Ihe Eo,"t. Marcu' had to aban­
don !.he projl.'Cl. deal \\ ilh Ihe rcbcb. and then come back to German)'. Discase siruck
him down (perhaps the <;ame plague that was rampanl in Europe). and he died ncar mod­
em Vienna in 180 A.D. Had he lived. history mighl have been quite different.

Marcus wa1- a good Emperor. bul he unwiningly belr.!yed Rome by brcaking the
adoption policy that had worked ...o well for almoSI 100 ycars. He was thc fil"\t Alllonine

Emperor with hi:\ own son~. and he chosc one. COll1l1lodus. as his successor.
COl1unodus wa.<; ca';t in thc ...amc mold as Ncro and ClIigula. a peny l)'rant with no
care olher than Ihe pursuit of plcasure. Hc abandoned the Roman campaign and
conccntrated on the gamcs: he himself performcd as a gladiator. Encmies. real or
imaginary. \\cre execulcd and again Ihe cily mn rampant wilh spiclI. informef5. and
assas..in... From 180 to 192 A.D.. lhe Empire w:t~ in the handll of a madman. He was
finally assa,,:,inated by an athlete of hb household. Hi!> de'lIh marked the end of the
hnpcrial golden agc and the beginning of Romc's fall.

THE LATE EMPIRE
The end of the Antonine line marked a declinc from which Romc never recov­

ered. Plague. barbarian invasions. oppressivc laws. and inncr stmggles reduced the
population and economic growth of Ihe Empire cvell allllCW threats required Rome's
dwindling re"Ources. The WcSlcrn possc'.!Iiolls of Rome wcre weakened b)' barbarian
illV31-ionll and the Empire wall evcntually divided.

The Severa" Emperors (193-235 ;I.D.)
Afler COllllllodu.!l 3nd his immediare succe..<;or Penina.'( were bolh dead. Ihe

Praclorian Guard put Ihc Imperial seal up for .!laic. Thc buyer. Didus Julianus. did not
cnjoy hi\; purcha.'>C for long. Scver-!! rebellion ... broke OUI ill Ihe same lime, and Ihe

\\ inncr. African-born govcrnor Septimus Sevcrus. became Emperor in 193 A.D. Hc had
won wilh the anny's suppon. and he illlcnded 10 kecp il. To achievc thi". he increased
military \:llaric!o>. and gave them !>C\'cml "donativclI" - gmnts of mone), and land.

This increased Ihc cxpcnI,C!> of thc Empire great I)'. at a timc when thc lreasury had
been bled dry by the wars and the plague Ihal had reduced the number of taxp:lYcn.. To
deal with Ihi~. Scverus. dcvalued the currenc),. crealcd new taxcs. and used ··rcqui... i­
lions," the unpaid UM: of labor and ~f\'iccs. for public works .!Iuch a~ con:\truction and
road-building. Sevcrus <;larted rclying on fonner .Inn)' men to run the civil servicc. Thc
lincs bet\\cen military and civilian service blurrcd. Furthenllore. many of the military
officcrs and civil SCf\'alllll were not nativc Roman.... bUI provincials like Severus himself.
The Emperor cXlcnded Roman citil.en<;hip 10 scvcr.!1 more cilies and regions.

HISTORY



Se\(~nh died in 211 .... hil~ pcr-.onally directing the Briti,h c:unpaign. Hi, \un
Carac:l.lla ,uccceded him and follo"ed in hi .. f:l.thcr\ fool,tcp~. keeping the ann) hapI')
:tIld caring linle about the re'l of the Empire. E'iAoldicr-. ,,~rc recruited illlo a -.cerct
policc and 'p)' nelwork. To fOOllhe bill. ne" ta\c' and l1Iore ('urrenc) de\;lluallon, "ere
instIHucd. Carnealla al,o ga\c Roman cltllcn,hlp to :,11 men III the EmpIR' III 212 A.I)..
mainly to tax the\c ne\\ ,iii/en" Ctr.ll'afla ,wncd a gr.lOd e'\pcditlon 10 Per-.ia, bUI .... a,
murdered during th~ campaign III 217, Hi, fiN ,ucc~.. \or. MacriruJ\. I:t\ted Ic\, than a
year.

In 219 A.D.. Elag:lhalu,.:1 1-l-)c:Jr-old E<t\tcm \un·prie,1. bought 1m \\:1.) onto Ihe
throne. He and hi\ mother tned to Illllx),e the \\or,hlp of till' Uncunqucred Sun (-.ce: p.
112). with Elagabalu, him\Clf a~ the chief prie:,1. The Emperor left Ill!),t of the ruling to
hi\ mother. "hile he engaged 111 nlualt'\Ic orglC', Elagabalu, and hi' 1ll00he:r "cre lllur­
dered In 222 A,D. h) thc Pr.lelOnan Guard (lhe u,ual ,u\pcet\).

Thc l:bt Sc\e:ran. Alexander. had a 13·)c;tr reign that ":1\ fairl) 'table (at Ica~t b)
cOll1pan\onJ. until hc broke hi, prcdcl'e",or', ,'ardina! rule: - I...ccp tilt' arlll) h:lpp).
During a ":lr "nh the G~nn:U1'. Alexand~r SC\cru\tricd to bribe the: barbarian, IIhtt':l.d
of u,ing hi\ l>Oldlcr.." ho in anger "lIled hun In 2~5.

Years oj Chaos
Between 235 and 260 A.D., there "ere hct\\cen 12 ami 20 \elf·procl;umcd

Emperor\. 'Olne controlling only fmction, of the Empire. The fir't of them. MaximlOll'.
\~:l1o :l ,oldu::r of pkbcmn hlnh - the fir\1 conunoner Emperor. H~ !:I ..ted four )e<l(\. a lut
longer thanthc 3\'cr.lge reign during the period. \\hich \trl<' aboutt\\o )eal'\. AllnO'1 all
the Emperor-. died \ lolently. u<,uall) al the hand, of the Pr.letonan Guard or the ann).
A 'lad exception \~a" Emperor Valerian. \\ho ill ~59 \\a~ c:tpwr"d by the Pe:r-.lall\.

While the polillc:ll ~itU:ltlOIl \\:1\ III a ,hamblc'. e"tcmal :md n:lluml dl\:l'ter-. addeJ
10 Ihe ruin of the Empire. The plague (:ollllnucd 10 dc\a!-t;lte RUllle. Genn:lll barb:trian,
cOll1inucd their rJid .. , \pcarheadl'd b) the: GOlh, and Aicrtlanlll. \\ho pillaged mlJ(:h of
Gaul :lOd nonhcm Iwl). r\'lo,t of Ihe,e pu,hc, \\erc repelled. hutlhc frontIer-. remainl'd
wide open 10 funher :ltl:lck...

II/depel/del/I
HOllseholds

The barbarian 1fl''n10lb and Ih.. U\ll
".If>, lhal .... f'ltC'\.cd lhe Emplft de'lfl\~cd

Ih.. j!o\'cmmcnt'\ IflOucncc llUl'ldc
1.Lfj!c dht!> The IJrge landov. rlO". '" h"
Iud j!~n In numbers 'l1k'C 111<: 1<I~t

da~, I.f lhe Republic. had 10 fl'nd for
lhcIlN:he,. man) decid«l IU t'oo....·tl1lk'

.... 11 ,uffiClcnlo.nd lIKkp!:ndcnl fWIll Ih..·
K.llll<l/l gO\Cm~nl In all bul n<lffi('
Thl.'lr VIllas (o;e-e p. 231 became f",rtn;"

"'. 'l.'I'\anl\ and )Ia\'t'~ \Ioere Ir.m,
furl11l.'d mlO small amut'~ of httd~

j!u,ild" The pcaloUnt5 thai I1l1l.'d lhe
Ikld_ OUblde OIlocd lhelr lopll~ "nd
fl.'lll III lhe tandlord. 111.)\ lhe g<J\('(llll)Cnt

II became Impos'ilhle 10 n.llnl
1.1\1." lrom these IllndowllC.'rlI unll.''' 111<:
1.1\ ..(,lit-cion; nurched ahead o( .1 lar~1.'

..rm\ For the mosl part. lhe'il: IMj!l'
c'I .. I.., CUI Ihclr lIC~ \10 Ilh Rome Whl-n
Ihl.' h,trbanllll IIlvadcn lOO\. O\Cf. IlIJIl)

J.ulllowneN \IoeR: o\t'rrun aoU lhelr
1.11I,1... "'cre taLen o\er by Gl.'rman
t.:hll.'h.un'; the \mlll1 prl\'lllC amlle,
"1.'(\' 110 malch (or fhe Goth\ In <,tm)C
....'C,. hov-C'\'ef. lhe former Rom.lIIl1l'(l
m,"lcll)Cn ga\'c IIlleglaocc 10 the h.. rt>,lr
1<11\ !.Ing' and kepllhelr I:lnd III fl.'lUm
fur lnhule. Thl\ 5ystt'm was a prelude
Iulhe feudalism of the Middle Age'



Cnntinu~d on nut pas" .

Roman Emperors
\(ICf 395 A.D, the leUrn (I:) I,r

IW) 'hoY. rulershlp o\"C'r the: E.N Ilr

\\e,'

Thc Elllpeftlr Ilil" IlfOclallllcll th.ll Ill' po" l.'r C:IlllC nOl trom the \\ ill of Ihl' Scn~ttc
or dlc ;lfIIl). bUI f((lm ,l/lel\ gOtJ. Ihe lIncml'-lul,·rl.'d ~un ht't,' p. I J2). 'fhi, ('ull ":1' l1a:-('d
on Ihe rdlgum Empt:ror 1:I.tg;thahh bee p. 57) had lricd 10 promutc carlier. bUlthi ... lime
II \\a\ ad:lptcd to Roman 1r:lditIOll", A KOl1lan-'I) Ie colleg\.· of pric.." ICllll.. t.:are of the
ntc' of the t.:ult Thi, Ill.''' cull \\;1' Illade the olTit:lal Roman rdiglon. Tltl.' Emperor· ...
jlI)\\l.'f' \\cre di\lIlcly Ordallll.'d. :Illd hi ... rcmer \\01" \UprCIliC. Th,,, W;l'I an llllpon:mt
dl:lllge 111 the nature of Ihe I:mplre. m:tl..lIlg il mort.' 'llllilar to the lllUIl:trchy of PCf\ia
than 10 the ..cmi·Repubht:"1ll Empire of Augu"'lu...

Aurdian Iri~'d lO ,ohc Ihl.' Empir",'" et.:ClllOluiC prubkrn, h) tl\crhauhng the curren­
t.:) ..) ..Icm. but he did llot 1t;IlC cnou!!-h timl.'. LIl..l.' ,n 11l:111) he fore hUll.lhl.' Emperor \\:1'

murdered hy a group 01 .1fI1I) nHk.... r'. After :lIlolhl.'r fOund of ch II \\:11'\. ~lllolher

III)riall. ~laf!,:u" Aurchu, Probll'. becal1le Empemr. ProOth continued Aurcli:Ill'!<o job.
pu,hing bad. the Fr:lI1l.. .. and GOlh,. padl) illg lhl.' prO' llli."". and O\cf\Ceing the 'cnle­
ment of the <-!cfe:tled barbarian trlhc'. Pmbu' "a' a'..:l.. \in:tlcd dUring an anny TllUUIlY.
-lllC \\ illlll.'r 01 Ihe I)()\\cr ..Inlgglc lhal follo\\ "d \\:1, Dlodctl:lIl. \\ ho complete!) tr.lIl'­
forlllcd the Empirc.

G"lIielllls and the I/(yrall Emperors
In 260. G:llliellll\ ro'e to th", thrun",. lie rdonncd the ami). \lnCe C\h:rnal thn:at'

,lIld ccononlll: cull:ip\c had lllalk' II llllllll....thic III dcfcnd thc frulllk,.... lie m:lnagcd to

dl"'c\.. Ihc Guth' hut could not re..torc the I:mpm:. \\ hich "a, fr:lgmcnted for:l "hilc. A
rchdliuu .. geller,d, PO"Wlllll'. t,:reatcd .. "Roman Empire 01 the Gaul," and Odcnathu..
and Zenobia. oller\ of the Cit) of Palm) r:1. Llt..dm:d an l::a,tern Ruman El11ptrc.

Gal hl.'IlU,· ..ucn· .....or ",1\ :111 111) rian. Claudlll\ (;\lthll'lh (26M-270 A.D.). lie \\ a .. the
fiN of three Empcror.. fnmlthc "arlil..c rl.'glolluf 111)rkuTll ('c/,' p. 6t\). ClaUlJiu... m:lIl­
aged 10 ,top the gn:;lle't danger I.U.:lllg Romc .11 Ihl.' ttllle: the Cinthie ul\adel"'. '111l.'
Emperor de"'rn)ed thl.' Gnllm: ,lOll) and h;ld thl.' "u"l\m, 1ll0\cd til colonic, UI the
Danube. Ilov.e\l.'r. th'" Ernplrl.' \\:h ..till dl\ Idell al ht, death .

Claudllh GOlhiclh \\<1'1 lollu"ed hy Aurdian <270-275). "ho pll'lhed th" German,
out of 1t:11) and rl.'clpturcd th,' Empire .. of thl.' Gau" anll thc Ea\t. rcunitlng ROllle b)
27-4 A.D.

217·!lIl
1IS-!!!
2!!·!\S

.2V'-:!\1l
2\1I·2.w
2+l-!.J1)

· HI)-!51
,25\1(0,(1

l:'i\-!ntl
. 26U·!M

26S171J
270-275
27:'i·:;!7l1

!7fl
. . 1711-!1l2

]S!·:!ljl
.211.\·!1I5

l!W-\n:'i
• 2116· .\O:'i

]07_.\!J
" ]1.J ,In

.. 27 IlC.-I.J A I)
....... " . I.J \7

.'1·.11

.JI-:'i.J
:'i.JM
M-lI90_

""hll-711
711 III
111 1)6

tHo Wl
· '111,117

117·IM
11S,161
Ifll am
l!oi().. III:!

IIJ_\
• • . . . • • • . • 11)\

(lH·:!11
211-217

Augu"us.
Tibenus ...
C.th~ull1 ..
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'km _.
Gal"J ..•
(lIhu .........•••. ,.
\'ilelllU~ .
\c,pJ...an
TIIU'
Dllllllllan ....
\'L'nJ .•..
TrJJJlI. .
Il.lIJnan •.
Amomnus Pili.\. ..
~1.tn·ul Aurelius
C"mmodu~

Pertloax
Dldul~ Julianus .
Scpllmus Se\"eru~
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t(it·w IUS co-Empc:ror
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\lm;nnu~ ..
Hagaoolus .
Sc\rru$ Alenndcr
MJ.\lImnus .•...
G"nh,UlS I. II. III
l'hllhfllhr Arab
Ik'{:llI'
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1m·Emperor) . ..,
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Callous
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{\JIl'lantulC If.
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Cun~lans, ConSUInUUS •• .1.10· \:'iO
Con'tanllus . .350-.\01
Juhan II\( AposlBle 360-.\6_\
Vi."IlInUfulin I, Valeos 3M-HS
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1llet.adOSIUS I , .. , .. . .. ,,3711-\')5
lIon(}nu~ fW) .. . .. . ... 39:'i-l!1
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Diodetiall and the Tetrarchy
When Diocletian became the ruler of Rome in 285 A.D.. he declared thai his ac.:ccs­

sian was the will oflhe god Jupiter. He decreed that petitioners and any who approached
him had to prostrate himself before him.

During the next decade several rebellions exploded across lhe Empire. In Gaul.
bands of impoverished peasants called the bogalldae terrorized the counlI)'side. Britain
seceded under the command of the Roman general CarJusius. Other wars broke QUI in
Egypt and Africa. and the Persians attacked Roman allies in the East. Dioclelian faced
lhe same dilemma thai had destroyed the Emperors before him: there were too many
problems to be handled by one man alone. but if he gave too much power to another
general. there was the danger of another rebellion.

TIle solution Dioclelilln devised was lhe Tetrarchy.ln~tcadof retaining sole rule. the
Emperor shared it with three other co-Emperors. 11lc two ~nior leaders had the title of
Auguslus; the olher two were aesars. Both classes had a senior and junior rank. The
Auguslus JOdllS (Jupiter's choice) was of a higher rank than the AugustuS Hm:lllius
(Herculcs' choice); the same distinction was made wilh the Caesars. Each controlled a
portion of the Empire. and when the Augustus died or retin:d the Caesar would succeed
him and appoint a new Caesar.

TIle Tetrarchy managed to suppress the rebellions and external threals to the
Empire. The British "Empire" of Carausius was recaptured in 296. The Persians were
defeated in 298 and other minor conOiclS were taken care of before 300 A.D. Diocletian
retired and per.iuaded or pressured the other Augustus to retire as well - the firM time
an Emperor stepped down from the throne. Constantius and Galerius becanlC Augusti.

Unfonunately. withom Dioclelian the Tetrorchy fell apart. No one wanted the sub­
ordinale position of Caesar. Instead. severnl generals proclaimed themselves Augu~tus.

and staned in-fighting. At the Milvian Bridge. by the TIber. one of the pretenders.
Constantine. defeated hj rivals (312 A.D.). Another rival. Liciniw.. was beaten in 324.
With thai victory. Constantine became the only Emperor.

COtlstontine
Constantine is best known as the "Christian Emperor," Under him the perseculi n

of Christians ended and the religion nourished. He planned to use Christianity as a uni­
fying force in the Empire. Originally. Constantine seems to have wOr.ihipped the
Unconqucred Sun or Milhras. but aftcr 312 he became a staunch supporter of
Christianity. He did not try to impose the religion on the whole Empire. since most of
the population and (more importantly) the anny and its officers "cre still pagans. He
allowed the Imperial Cult to continue. and even when he made Sunday a holiday he
arranged it so il could be celebrated either as a Christian day or as the day of lhe
Unconquered Sun.

TIle economy continued to be weak. A new monetary system was introduced based
011 a gold coin. the solidus (see p. 39). The shrinking economy reduced tran~tiolls in
coins. and most trade was done by baner. Taxes had to be paid in gold: sih'cr coins dis­
appean.--d and copper coins were almost worthless.

Another important devclopment of Con!ltantille's reign was the construction of a new
capital. The old Greek city of Byzantium. localed in a Slrnlcgic and easily-defcllded posi·
lion. was chosen (sec picture. p. 58). The new capita! was both a replica of Rome and a
Christian holy city. and it .....as named Constantinople. Constantinople became the capital
of the Roman Empire. and lasted for 1.000 ycars aftcr the fall of Rome.

Constantine discovered he could 110t rule the Empire alone. He appointed new
Caesars. but he chose them from his family. His sons Crispus. Constantine II. Constans.
and Constantius II each took over an area of the Empire. When Constantine died ill 337.
his sons fought among themselvcs (except Crispus. who was executed on his father's
orders in 326). After the last of them died. Julian rose to the throne.

Romall Emperors
(Continued)

Arcadius (E) . • ..• 395-4{)8
1kodosIus II (E) . -408-450
Vakntrillll III (W) ••.•••• 425-45S
MatC1:.l (E) . •• 454)-1S7
MlIltllnu~ (WI •• • -iSS
AvilUS (W) . •. ",SS456
I...eo I (,El •. ~S747-i

MIiJOni\fl (W) . .. .•• .• • ~S7.J61
Se\'ffW; (W) .. . • 461-iM
Anthu1I1Ulrt (W) 467472
Ol}'bri~ (W). ..• •. 472
GI)'cmus (W, . ~7J ..H4
Nepos1W) ., ,74415
Zeno (El. . .. ~74-179
Romulus AUSU51ulu) (WJ ~75-116

Stilicho
f-lapus Suhcho .... /U lhe ~ of I

Vandal mercenary and II Roman
la.oomln ~plte hi) IrJCbtr,y. Ihis
Ma.~ler of SoldtcD Vlas Bl)(!tJ as a
ROllan. and h3d IInle ~ympathy Of
undcrsbnc:hnl for the GmnaflS \It ho
h3d already 131en o\er the Roman army
and much oftht EmplJ'e. SlIhcho began
hi) ClUtel" IS a C3~atry officer: soon he
w" the leader of Ilk Imperial bod)'­
gtWd. He qutdl} I<l!Md the b~Of of
Empt':ror "fhcoc:IoslU) (~ p. 60) land
became the commander-m-dud" of hl~

army. rhcn 'fhcodo$ill) d~. Suhcho
c1luned to ha~e been nonllnated the
f'C'genl of the l:.btem ll1Id Wcstem
Emplrt~. SlItCc he commanded the:
largesl army \n the EJllplf~. he mlit!l
ha\c lhade Jood hiS c111ims If the
Vi~lgOCh chIef AI:lIle h:Jd not picked
Ihl-S til" 10 allxt ROII)r.

Ocfcn Stlhcho fought Alone he had
10 deal Vlllh the cnmlty of Rulinu , the
chief 3d\'i~r of Eastern EmJl('ror
Arcad,u). Rufinll) COO\ lnccd Arcadlu\
10 d«:late St.lic::ho an cntmy of the
sute. and 10 d.spalch 1CMtt5 of~IM
to LIII~ gCntl1l1. When Alane In\'"
Grcec~ and Lh~atencd the Ea)lem
Empire, SullChCI marched Cibl to chcd.
him. tMI1 lhen WlU ordered by "rcadlUS
10 ~nd a Isrgc part of hill lWmy to
Consl~unoplc Sllhcho obeyed. bill
still n~gcd to Slop AI:lric v.ilh his
red~ fon:t'!i. 8dore he could de5lfO)
the Viliigoth~. he Wli\ onIc~ lO Ica\'c
thcu.~



Stilicho
(Continued)

Sulic:ho ~Iumed 10 Europe :tnd
\honl) ,Rtf Ihat 5mHhrd • rdlttllOO In
Mo.:. Thtn he (.eN dw: Vi~&OCh\ Qrk.'C

tl'lllU. and iCoppcd Alanc's tnrUt'\lVI\\

Into Italy In 402. StlilC'ho ddcaltd
Alane In • p11Cbed banIc HI tl'OOp\

"'err tOO unW)Clpltocd 10 pw\uc !he
('~m). and $lopped 10 phlndcr ItIt
('~m)'s camp. &lao. Ill' AI&lll: and
II'l(lq of hll (orca 10 fiC&Pt. Abnc
X'\:C'ptod I poIlbOn In tht Roman to'
enlmC'nl as the ddmdrr 0( the Danubtm
rn>' mea. and Stlhcbo was abk 10
~Iroy anothef Gernwa Uft~

The JCntnI had Slwd 1M "&:~lcm

EmJ>lr<. but hi ambmoo JOC IhI: t'tclIN
of hUll. He toed 10 make • deal .... IUl
Alme ,.h,1e iChtmlll' 10 take o\('r tht
Eastern EmpIre He ....-as thtn Il:cu\o(lj
of bc'trayUl' Rome 10 !he bartwun\
and 1Ilol5 uecuted in 40fl AlaK Iaob

cmbol*ned by me dealh of the one
gcncnJ be (eared, and he marched
Igaln\l Ital)' in I d11\(' thai dllT\i•.\td
.... lIh Iht uc" of Rome 1"'0 yCaI' 131('1

Romoll Empires
After 476

1ba Roman Empire was IOor. toout
onl) In the Wr$l. Tbe Easkm l:.mplrt',
al'oO culled the 8yuminc Empire:. con
IInued 10 Ulil ror ie\CD) cenluriC'.. , and
.... a~ rn. desuoyrd unll] the Thd.. cap­
lured II in the 15th ccnlul') The
R)'I:anol'lCli continued 10 call themo;ehc\
"RonIlfi5,"llOd as far u they \/ofrt' con
ct'rned lhe Empire nc\'tr cnckd.

The German lJibes thai had IOpplcd
Rome did noc bcheve In the tOO of 1M
EmpIre; e!llher SC!\e!rlJ corlllnll«l to
lK'C'cpI cotnmlSitonl and (5Onk'Iln....'j
ordcf' from the &slml EmpcrOl"i In
...... 6th century. tht Bymntll'ltJ lncd 10
r«;:apl~ tht West. GcneraI Beho;anll~

ac1110l1l)' mooL Romt: fc. a "'bIle!. lhe
CII) \loas swrmcd O'er and O\tr iUld
ch;mgcd hantb; aI kast la, times br:fon'
the Hyzanlu\eS conrenltd them'OC'hc'
\loJlh <;(lIne InRutnee O\'n the PJP¥")

and '>OllIe lemlOl) In Soulbcrn IW,

Julian the Apostll1e
The new Emperor had been rJIscd a!'l a Chri~tian. but )C~ of cducallon in Gn.~"'Ce

and hi .. dl ..gU<iil with thc excc\-.c.. of the Christian Emperor; (Julian wa~ the only sur­
\ I\or ofCon\lantLnc'\ famil): lhe re"t had died In purgc.. or in Ihe ci\ il w~) made him
reject Chmtiamt) and tl) to rec"labh\h the old pagan ritc". P'Jgan temple" taken o\cr
for Chrislian won-hlp were relUmed and Imperial suppon for Chril>tl:miIY was wllh­
draw n. lllC"C auemph 10 relUrn 10 the palot were un"uccc<ii~ful and unpopular. Julian \1111
had 10 face the Per.lan danger. 'i,() In 363 he led an arnlY 10 the EaM. lllC jR\'J.!,ion of
Pcr.ia \\J.!, unwccc'isful: lhe Roman ann) \\a:-. haral>scd and It3 supplies CUI off. Dunng
a c;I..lrnu<;,h. Juhan ru\hcd to the front without hi" annor and was ..trUcI.. down. It was
rumon.--d thai hi!!. I..llIer"~ a Chri<iillan -.oldier In hi' own aml)'.

The German Im'asions
After an elghl-month reign. Juhan'....ucce"""or Jo\ian died. :md was replaced b)

Valenlinian. a gcneral In the Ann) Hc appOInted hi" )ounger brothcr Valens as co­
Emperor. and almo..t in\lllt..~ialcl) had 10 fight off barbarian In\usion Ihroughoul lhe
Nonhem frontier;;. In Bntain. lhe 1)IC1\ and Scob tned 10 ,\\ann soulh: in Europe. lhe
Geml3ns conlinued 10 be a lhreac. and 10 Africa. l\loo05h and Roman rebels Ihrcalcned
the pro\ mec.. of Maunlama.md 'umldla.

lllC Roman.. were able 10 ~top e\cl)Onc bul the Gennans. While trymg 10 reach a
dlplomallc agreement wllh lhe Quadl. another Geml3nie In be. Valentiman \\a... ;;0

cnraged b) lheir Insolence Ihal he dlcd from a ..tro~e In 375 A.D. Valens Ihen had to go
10 the Weslto dcal with the Goth... and \\as I..llIed althe bailie of Adrianople. lllC \ie·
tonou, Gcnnan.. 1001.. O'er lafl1e sccuons of Eastern Europe.

Se\cml prctender. foughl for the throne. untIl GcncrallllCodosiu.. heal Ihem at the
battle f Frigldus In 3~ and became \Ole Emperor. Theodosiulo was beSI known for hi.,
allempl5 10 eliminale Chri"tlan herc..ic!l and hl~ Influcnce on Church affairs. Becau"C of
hiS support ofChriqianit). he wa, givcn the nickname "thc Great:' ThCodOSlUli dicd in
395. Hi .. wa" lhe last reign mer a umficd Romc.

THE FALL OF ROME
Rome \\as now finnly dh ided inlo thc Ea<,tern and Westem Empire... 11lc We..tcrn

Empire and the Cit) of Rome "ere "10\1" In Ie.... than 100 )ears. fragmcnting inlo a
dOlen barbarian I..mgdom... The Influcnce of Romc o\'cr Europe did nOl disappear. 00"­
e\er. the invader; who de"lro)cd Rome wcrc In tum .;educed by liS cuhure and Incd 10
prescl"\c the Empire. or at least II' memol).

rhe Division
Tht.--odO!lIU"· I,Qn.. ArcadlUl> and Hononu.. became the AuguslUs of the Ea.<ii1 and

West. respccII\el). Hononus wallo a 00) of II. and the real powcr of the West wa1' held
b) a half-Roman. half-Gcnnan general named Sullcho ('Ott sidebar. p. 59). Each
Augul>lu" passed his own la\\s 10 hi<ii own IcmlOl) :md had no mfluence 10 the other'".



The capital of the Eastcrn Empire eonlinuL"d 10 be Con"'lanllnOple. In the \\'e-,I. it
\\,a.. 1l1O\L"d from Rome 10 the ell) of Ra\cnna.;) marsh). unhcallh) place blH more ca"'·
II) defended. Ra\enna al~ had a pon. ~ the Emperor had an c'\Cape routc. With bar·
banan lO\adc~ "'\\eeping 1010 the prO\loce.... it \\a') a nccc..-.ul) pn.-cautlon

The Lasl1llras;olls
1bc chief threats dunng Ihl" penod \\ell: the Vi~igolh"'. led b) their klllg Alam:. and

AlIlla· ... Hun.... Alanc had foughl for TheodoslU'; dunng the cl\1I \\,~. but had flO( been
gl\en the honors and Litlc.... he \\anted. Afler the death of the Emperor he anacked
Greece. and then mO\ed agmnsllII)rieulU. \\'here Sulicho checked him \\ith a combl·
nmion of force and diplomacy. Alaric \\,3..... then made Ma.;'er of Soldlcl"i b) Hononu ...
and Stllicho \\as ordered 10 \\ork \\ l1h hi .. fomler enemy. e\en after lhe chieftain
demandcd (nbute. Hononus. fearing Stillcho \\3..... planning to c1allll Ihe Empire for hun·
~If. had the general execuled.

Tlte Sack oj ROllle
Alaric then mO\oo once ag:lin again...1 Ihe Empire. Flr"t he crealed a puppel

Emperor. Altalu.;. e\en Ihough Honoriu.'> \\ a.; .;till alhe. Whcn Allalu.. tncd 10 act on hi"
0\\ n. Alaric o\crthrc\\ hun and marched againsl Rome. Alaric did nOI intend to take Ihe
cit)'. \\hlch \\as still \cl)' strong!) defended. His intenlion lila) h:l\e bt.~n to extort
money and Iitle.. from I-Iononu.;. \\he \\,as holed up in Ra\cnna. Alaric's ann) sur·
rounded lhe cit). and then the chieftain .'>tarted lalks \\, uh the Emperor Honorius refu.'>Cd
to nK"C1 Alanc·.. demands. and the CUllen.. of Rome. cut ofT from '1upplieo;. started 10
SIat\e. Tr.lllo~opened a gate 10 the barronans. \\ ho then marched III and ~ckcd It\(: Cit)'
for three da) ... Alanc then 1l1O\t.-d his ann) M>llth. pcrhap'i 10 try 10 ta~e Sicil) and then
Africa. but the Vj"'lgOlh king fcllill and died shortl) after a ,Ionn de.... tro)cd the ...hlp" he
mtended 10 U1;('.

Tlte LDst Years
A nUll) of Western Ernpcru", follo\\cd: Ma<,ler.. of Sold,e",. Roman noblemen.

barbarian chicftain~. and the Ea... lem Empcro", planed and counler-ploued for po\\er.
Rome \\a ... ":Icked once more. b) Ihe Vandal .. Ihi .. time. in 455. Almost 20 ) ears of ci\ il
wa" wilhoul an Emperor follo\\cd. In 474. Julius Ncpo'i \\m. \Clll from Ihe East and
became Emperor of the We ..1, He needcd 10 appoim :l barbarian Ma..lcr of SoldicN. and
he cho'ic Ore'ilc... Ore.. te,> ",a' a Roman \\ho had ~n"ed :I'" AlIil:I·....ecretal)'. After
Auila· .. de:lth. Ore.. les became a mercenary for Rome: hi!! dealing, with barbari:IIl'"
made hun a perfect liai.son oc"'.. een lhe Empire and it.... new ,",Idlcr...

Orcste,>. ho\\e\er. o\erthre\\ tepos. The Mastcr of Soldlcrs did not put hlm"Clf on
the Ihrone; in"lead. he named hI' ...on Romulu .. a" thc flC\\ Augustus. The boy W:b nick­
named Romulus AuguslUlu<; ("lillie AugU"lU'i). Oresles named :1..... h .... Ma.'>lcr of Soldier..
the Chlcft31ll Odoocer. Odooccr \\'a~ the 'On of Edeco. 3 German chieftain \\ho had
"Cned \\ uh Oresle') under AlIlla. Odoaccr had li\t.-d a'" a bngand for 3 \\ hi Ie. lhen
become part of Rome'~ barbanan ann). Odoacer demanded m .t76 that his ann) be
gl\en a large land grant When Ore.;le.. refu~. he \loa!> murdered and Romulu ..
Augu..tulu.. \\as forced to rctm:

Romulus was the Ia....t Emperor of the West. Odoocer \\a ... '\3ti!>lied \\ ilh the mle of
Masler of Soldiers (mo~lJIer milu"",). The imperial robe" and diadem \\ere ~nl to
Con"tantlnople. Odoocer \\as 10 theol) .;en Ing Zeno. the Emperor of the East. butlhl"
"as little nlOre than a .!>ham. The Ea..tern Empirc Ined 10 reconquer Ihe West. and for a
\\, hile held on to large 'leCtion.. of haly. bul b) 550 A.D. (here wcre anI) a few B) lantme
posscs.;ion.. In the ..cuth of Ihe peninsula :lIld in Sicily. Rome and Ihe Roman Empire
\\,erc gonc.

HJSTORY

RomDII Empires
After 476
(Comill11ed)

Tho nul cJainwn 10 the ROIYWl
Empire \lo-.s tht Frankl.d1 lIn,
Charlemagne. Arta' savini the papx)
frum the. 1..ombard5. he \lob li'ocn the
IIllc or Holy Roman Empcrol'" dunng
lhe 91h ccntwy. Aller tht Carollnilian
l:.mplr~ collapsed. Germany b«'.tmc
lhe ccnler of the Holy Roman l;.mpllc.
I looo;e union of medic\III.l bJfOflIC\

under the control of :an EmpcfUf The­
Hoi) Roman Empire (which WlI\
"Ncllher I-Ioly. nor Roman. nor an
~ltIplrc'') lasted unulthe 19Lh ccnlury.
Ru..)llI was also OfIA'Uztd as lUI l:mpIR:
uOlkr • Cur.

D1Jnnl the 20th Ccnlury. both
\Iu\§()bni' rasasuweandGum;ul)')
Thml Rnch \loete a1t.empb 10 ~re;iIC

lhe Ronun Em~. Both COUnITlC\
u'Cd ;uw;icOl Roman s:yrnbob W\.h a.o.
m:uml eaaJcs. rnctnumt'Qw Ililmphal
p;:ndc. and qJOna')' saJUtalKm 1"ht:
ROO\J.I1 Empire \lolll probably QJDhnuc
10 In"plrt dreant5 or pcwoer ad run­
l.IUC"ot for ceruUtlCS lO rome.

The HilliS
~ Huns hlld played an IllI.hl'«t

rJn m Rome's deslructJoo by pu..hmg
lhe Gqths south inlO !he Emplrc In
J'S. their "ang. Allila. unirit'd thc
num;ldic lribes and man=bod tnlO
RomMl Lands. By 4.51. he h.d dc\;I."""
W Illyncum and moved mlO OOlUt
AIIII;I lbcn mooo"Cd apInSl hal) 1I~1f

Sc\cr.t.l ROIJWI towns ",ert ~ed In
JU. lhe HLlM Ihrcakncd ROlTIt ,""If
Ac"corWnl lO q.end. Pope Leo mt1
,,"h Amla on the C'\'C of the atlkL. aoo
b) appt..lmg 10 God be.' COO\,no."'"<d !he
Ilun 10 .,;ithdraw ",!boul IIUJIl.:lmg
Alula'S army \lo"llS "eakencd by rlotguc
and I~k of supphes. \lotucb rna) h.l\(

.tftc...ted tus dc:aSJOn. In any CUC'. AlUlot
dlf:d In 4S) and the threat of Ihc Ilun)
,nd<d



ROMAN TIMELINE
Th., ,'> •• llmel,nc of llolc.... onh) e'enl" in Roman hl~'

IUf) bell" rnarl.cJ \\.Ilh a ill arc Critical point ...... here. If
thIng... h'ld gune lhffcrcml).thc rc,lllfh.\t01) Imghl h:nc been

¥f¥'y!!yvy¥yVYYYfYYfv¥yvyvYY
profoundl) affected. Time lra\clcrs and GMs creating alter·
nate hi"lonc~ (p. 120) take: nole!

B.C.YYtyyyy~ytyyyjYtyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy
7Sol R.C The 1t'J!t'ndJ.l) !90 SamnllO:tl"t' dc:{('31t'd 1-19-146 TIurd PunK: War 5.3 - CnbSUS and PomrcY con·

fuundrn, ll( ROlllC' tI) !ol:lIfTlulu... 28-" Gaul~:tno.J ElfU<ocan.. 149·148 FooM \Iact'(lol'lla/\ )Ub for the scrond 1II1'1e
7!~-700 IlIUrllblH'fl uf dl:fcalcd \\i6r Mxedon b«'ltlT'lt' a ROI'TWl SJ - Cr.wus 1I1'<des P':lruU3 and

Canhart' UU·272 -"an ....-.th I")nhw.. JlfU\InL.'t' dlo; :II the battle of Canhac mllr
616-SO"I Ru.... \JlI:.l""';anLlnl!~ 264·2"" - Fir-.l l"urn... War l..ui Thc rt+c-Ihoo..\ ell) of the ROfJUI!) had bC'cn .....'ttW'ul.
510 l'rul"'1fI I.f the' 13\1 Rooun\ \K1OOOU\. fCl 511.-,1) 2nd COflnthl"~l)t'db)IhcRom.1fls lhc~ mat mlPtl howe bel:n

l;Jtu"';.lfllm~ T~ulnu\ ~urcrtu\ SantllU... C~ I' rvt'd 10 lht puun.J netJtr.U11.ed fOf C'lm!1.IOe\.)

.509 RlI"lJtIKt'f1UN"'I'NoIh- 21K-261 Sn.'OOlJPuru..\\ar MI'k:~t-enlfnroIROflWIproo.lncc 52 ~1~'\oOkoonsul

h;.haj 218 lIaruuNlO\l"o.~lhtAIp" 133 Tibcnu\ GfXl:hu) I) 49-46 - CI'II \\ar bctl'>ccn
494 lltt- ulT...'l' \M inNnt:' I' 217 B~ltk d!..alt Tmllnt"nt :L'~"lUltd 11k" ell) of 1'aJ::ullum ~:Ind lht Xtult'-supronoo

nt'alN IlannlN! ddnb Ronun :ann) ~ pan of RonI(' Pompt')
493 Kt"'1(' 'tin, tilt' l..;alm 216 lJattkofC.lMX Roman I2..c.. 12 I ~Illtht'm wul ron- .uI - Blllit of I'h:Ih.:Ilus

1..t'3lUC' anll, ~nmtubttd 1:1) llanmNl qLtC"mJ J\xnpc) I~ defalt'd:lnd IS munkml
451 Ct',hf....lhtlflulthe-l ... tht 21S liN \I~C'rd(lnlan\\:11" 1().l..IOO \Ianus hokh~ <J'Jon.1, aflt'rVo~
T~ tilt' tu'I' IIf Ihlf1loltl loll'> 217-202 lbonmbar, arm) \I\t wn.\UI~Ip' ..as-a7 C~ In Ea)pt

3'12 C.1flIUJ\" Ilt \tll 1UOlfl~ lhrough It:1I) fDrWhM If he ~ 1-11")1 \"~j(' \\. ..u - C~ mxk dK1:lror for
J'IO lb.' G.KIh ..... l KtlfflC'. h:kI ~.h;uJl,."aJ on the (11\ of ROOlC't, h~han\ Mt' 1IU.\~r('1J throughoul life. but I~ shord) ~rwcd 1:1)

lhtfl Itolthdr.llto fDl\\h.It II~ ty,j 210 Ct>m:IIIK s..,'f'K\ 1\ IIUlk A~ h, t~ ul Kin!: \hll'lr1lbks stNloo:ll part) Ia1 b) Brullb:lfld
not Ittl '~ rr I r11 1~ , t'Ot1lmar'11.kr of Roman foft"e\ m Sulb lead, ROfJWl army a,;aan.<4 saa.. C~u\.

J.&j.J.&1 IIN\.Ilnnllt\\.If Spain :m.J fTl!~ln' tnltl~lI't fOf 10 \I:IJ1u"r'r'\oIl":lIRomc 43 ~ Ocu\I:.n. Anlorl). and
.\40·.j.\6 ll1t l..JlIn \\.11 R""1t Komr IIJ..SI Sulb rt1um\ IU KOOlC'. l~formSecondTnum\lrat m

Jl'~*t" the l.;Ihn I..t';lfut' 20-1 ScIpiO tn\adc.-, ~urth bcl:tMIIt". JICtalOf untIl hl\ \oIunury 42 - Balik of PlllhJ'lll Brulw;
J2IJ.J64 "W.<t..,n,I \.Il11ll"t \\:11 l\fl1o.:d I"C1Irtmt:flCm79HC IItJIt"I)e;q" andCll~USoommll"UiCtde

RooWlddt.llollC;audJlI('I·Ufhll~11 262 llallk of 7..:una. SO('lO bIer. ""Ilnlnillt' had \:1\00 the: J6 P'mhunW..,
J24 I>c.dh of \k\<Intkf lilt' deftdt~ I!;umll'tal and ... m\ Sc\.....oo rqiUblK: 31 o.:u\i3ll defcab Anton)':11

G~al ffit\\h.11 I'>t\IJ1J hoI\t hap. l"um.:\\;u- 7.l-71 Sparucll\ kJth \I",\c I\dlum ffi
penN h;jJ ,\k\JnJc.or hH:,'J for .rotJ.1% Stt."'\nl \I=-.,,'do;'fUJn n:~rr".... JO AolOO)' and CIcop.-Llr.l JIe
11lltlChcr f('\to Ji.'l..kk,.... ' \II~III he- hJ\.... War 70 1\)I"II!"") and Cr.l'~U\ hukl I-IDpt~ Roman Jlftnlncc
mllH-d Jj:"II\'o{ RUlllc' \llc.I'1 oot 1'17 UJllkofC)nl.t'.O.'t'f'Iu'ac ~'Of""'lll-.hlp" 27 - O,:1a\'IJn llS.."Urno tht mlc
AII'd 11;1' "'-'<'" I'>fUll'" I.... th..... 'ulJ. 1'I2-IK9 \\ar agam\1 60 Pllm!""). Cn.\\U\. and of AuglNus:md pnrlup:J. becom·
,.."I:tl Aml\..... hu\ of Syna- Cac-.ar form lilt' hN Tnllm\lrutc mg lhe' fiN Roman F..mpcmr.

2':m-NO Will"' "'llh o:...Il1mlle,. 171,167 Thud M:w:cdot1l311 WM S9 Cae\al Ixt.:ome!> ~,,"\ul 20 - T~al) ... Ilh Parttlla
Ltru.... :ln'. ,lilt! G,llI" 16K - Ibnk t)f I:o,dna. 5!'l-56 C:IeW pacttit\ G~ul

A.D.fytyVYVYiiiYYYYYfYytyV¥YYYYVYYYYYVYV¥VYYYYYYfffYv1i
1-7 14:', \.n. J(\II' (lm\1 "

"om
14 AugU'ItI' dlt,. 'Ut.~""1."tkoJ

hy Til'o."nll\
14-17 Gcml.lllK:lI\ ~·"J1IIl.lIj:n,

agam'i h;uh.ln.lll\
41-46 Conqur'l\ urkkr

C1audlll\ Ilnl.llll. S) nd, .md 1llr.IC'C
bcconw: Roman pr~l\lnl."C'\

SH-ftJ \\iiI" again'" P.Ir1h,ar"
594iO Rthelhoo In IJntam
64 GR"31 hrc 11\ Kllffit'
6'1 'l:ct\t dtl."' 'car lIf the "'w

Ernpc-ror. \'~"I.ln'" In' "'I~ II Ito ••
br;ooonw:<. fI('\\ l:.ntpmJl'

79 11k" ~·Il) of l\xnpcll 1\

dt'lro~tt1 t>~ Cf\Ipllon of \It
\~'IU'

85-106 \\"" ~;lin<4 [).a,;1~

Ihcl~ hC\:Qu~ I Kun\Olll JIft" II......
11.4-117 '.....,hl;&/1\\ ....

121-126 Iladn.lll lOW' the
1?n1Jllrc 1!aI.klan'" W~I m IJnullll~

hull!..

133-161 RClgn of AnlOlllnu\
l'tu\.tnc lilt"" ~accful and JIft"'PCf­
11ll' IIlIIt lhe EaIlPHl~ 1.'\"Cr elljO)"l."d

161-166 1~.lfthl311 War Roman
~l1JII:~" fctumlOg from the Ea\t
'pread lilt plague through lhe
bnplrc. ffi f11tt\ rna) h.ol\ t btxn ont
of the n13ln rca.o;on\ for tht d«;I) of
RonI(' If \0111(' ... .1) tlf COfll:llnll1g
lilt' f'!a!!lJt' had Ixm dt"'-'O'crnI. ItIt
EfIIl"f( mIght ha.t "Uf\I\cd much
Iong('l")

167-17S \\:v"\ Ig;am~ Gcnn:ln

"'''''19J CI\II War ....fkr dealh (tf
Conunodu.\. Pr:tdorun gu:mb~
10 .......K.tr1 off l.tw: EmptR" StptIl1\U\
San'U\ tJo:orne) EmjJdU"

195-199 \\:IrS apiIN PMthQ.
227 - Pt'r;.I:In Empl~ n<;t).

""""" """'~2JO.ll3 - \\ar apI~ Pa1;Q.

DS-UtO - SUIC of COIlSW\I C'nll
Ito'" ,\lmoq ("\n') \lngk- EmjJdU"

n ....... :md fllll\ In lhe IIlld!>1 of \ 10­

krtl."C' mCNtarl)' WI~ IIllhl:uy leader
tw... a guod -.hoc 10 bt'coIll(' tht IIC""'­

l:.nlprmr An :unhltlOll) uoo C'ap:tbk
I-'C ha.~ a good chanl:e to n<;t 10 lhe
Ihrone and to nltd :I n;L-.t) md..1

2..(g Roman bTll"rt In Gaul
tQabli.Jwed b) 1\\'olul1w:l"i

259 Emperor \'aknan cap-
lUnd b) J'rnl:an!>

271·272 1':Ilm)'nrcwol~:&nd'"

wnqucrrd by Roman, EI..\!tffi
pro.. IIItt\ rtCO\nro

274 tnlJllrc In Gaul l)\t1TUn
ROr11l.' 1\ tll'lf."t' llgJm UJ\Irtcd

1JU l~kll;&l1 ~1<JJts tIw:
Tctr.vcl>l

J06·J37 COfbt.lllhrte!Ok
Emperor Chn....W1II) I~ Ittahled.

.llO COO"'-'&Nlnopk~
the: caplt:1I of the: ~cm Enlf'llt"

359 \\at" Ito11h J.\:Na.
J6J Empt"fOf Juh:m lhe

Al'O"U!e Irro.-ach PeNa and die!>

376 - ViSI~ tiller Eanpire by
lI1matlon. bad rondtllOfl~ prompt
ft'i'rlhoo

J7K - BUll It of Adnlloople
Efl1pelQf \~m killed by GoUt".

39S - Pemunent dwi51(11'1 of the
FJIlfIlrt Into F...a."! llnd W~

3'JS.396 - AI:lflC' In\~ Grc«t
and Uo defealt'd b) Stl1lCho

..ws - SlthC'oo I~ ml.lftieT«l b)
l:.mperor·~~.

410 - SlIC'l of Roolt by AIlUlC"s
Visrgochs.

439 - VandaI~ oonquer Afna..
4S14~ - AIIlllI') lIl\1blonS

Atll.1a 15 ched.td b) AetIU§ al the:
ba1tk of ChaJorn.. lhm~
noc 10 sac" Romt:

453 - Death of Atll.b.. IDtlf he
had h\"C'd, he nlIptl h;m: bcronw: a
map lhrt.v 10 the Emp.rt' )

476 - Last Ronun Emperor c(

l.tw: West.. Romulus AugustUlus.. IS

deposed b) Odoaccr. TradJllOfW
end of the: Roman Emptrc



(

At its height, the Roman Empire controlled parts of
over 20 modern nations, including most of Europe and
large portions of Africa and Asia. These lands held a
variety of races, cultures, and religions, even
under the unifying forces of Greek , ... , ~~ . 'iI
and Roman culture. ",\ ''I:' 1'1\ \ n

At the same time, Rome had '<\ \"l~" .\/i).
several neighbors, Although no" y'\-_ -, &
nation bordering Rome could. ·t1J., ,:.;;.
match its power, some managed u. Jf.*~~f' '1;"')
to stay independent and were . 1'~ fl, ~ l. .~ \) , •
thorns in its side until the '''iot i'"' /1' .Ji:::: \
Empire's final days. J >:'il>" '~~.

" ..t-1" ~ , I l'
'Ii-. ...,: ~;~ <I - - 1-y ~\ -

~,.I--:::



THE PROVINCES
L.1nd!o thai were under direct Roman control were known as provinces. E:.lch

province had II.\. 0\\ n gO\crnor. u~ually a procon..ul. The upper classes in Ihe provinces.
especially in we,rcm Europe. became c\:ltcmcly Romaniled. In Ihe c:IR Roman cuhure
had to compele wilh the dccply-clllrcnched Hellenistic cullure: l'>Ce ..idebars. pp. ~6·~8.

ITALY AND SICILY
By Illlpcrialtime~ hal)' wa.. thoroughly Roman: almo~t every lIalian was a full cit­

izen. and the cultural tic.. \\ ilh the Empire wenl back hundred" of yc:.......

CITIES AND LANDMARKS
Bel>ide.. Rome. other imponal1t citre" included O..tia. which \\ a~ lhe large~t pon lhat

\upplied the capital. Ncapoli ... Tarentum. I)isae. and Brulldi~ium. The peninsula pro­
duced whe..!. baric)'. oli\'es. and grapes - Ihc basic need.. of Rome. By the time of the
Empire lhc ('·:lpiwi Wlb importing gr:tin from miler places. Much arabIc l:ll1d walt dedi­
caled 10 the production of oli\'e trees. \\ hich were more protit:lble. butlcs~ essenlial.

To the nonh lay the Alp1>. a fomlidable obstacle thai ~epar:tled lhe peninsui:l from
lhe rel>1 of the cominent. BC)'ond Ihe Alps wa~ Ihe pro\ ince of Raelia. a buffer zone
belween the Empire :md the Gemlan tribes 10 Ihe nonh. To Ihe soulhwc~1 wal> the island
of Sicily. a Roman province "ince Ihe Punic Wars and II "ource of gr.lin. The we:.llhy
city of S)'r.tcusc \\as a major trading point on the i..land.

PEOPLE AND CULTURE

CITIES AND LANDMARKS

The region of Gaul \\ as conquered slowly and painfully: Ihc Celflc lribe~ thai inhab­
iled il were rebclliou.. for cellluricl>. and the Gennanic peoplcs that li\'ed in the North
\"cre c\'cn wo~. SliII. by 100 A. 0 .....omc region, of Gaul were a:- Roman as any Ilalian
province.

LA

Gaul wa" di\ idcd into ..c\,er.ll provincc~. which included Ihe Narbonensi~. Belgica.
Upper and Lower Gennany. and Ihe Tres Cal!iae - Lugdunen~i~. Aquilania. and
Belgica.

The Narbollensi .. W:L~ Ihoroughly Romani1.ed: it cvcnlu311y became one of the mOSI
prosperous commercial centers of thc Empire. particularly ils capilal. Narbo. and ils
large~1 city. Aries. Aries was the main trading IX>n of lhe province: Ihe city had ailihe
major Roman amenities. including all COlllmOn public buildings. aqueducls. and
<;chool~. The cit)' of Nime'i was noted for its he:I\'y fonilicatiolll>. It was also a major
producer of grain. one of the brc:ldbaskcls of the Empire. Wine making and a growing
potter)' industry also nouri~hed there.

Wine was produced in Aquilania while lhe pan of Burdigala (Bourdeuu:() was un
il1lIX>nant tr.tding cenler.The city of Lugdunum Wal> Ihe capilal of all of Nonhern Gaul.
including the three provinces of the Tri,\ Gal!ilU!. It containcd an Impcrial mint and wal>
the annualmecting place of the 6-ltribcs of Gaul (1 he tmditional Gallic assembly).

GAUL

To an outsider. there \\a1> not much difference belween the cililCIIS of Rome and
Iho~e of any haliall town. Most of the character types described in Chapter 2 apply to
Ihc rc~t of 11:lly. To Ihc north there wa~ !>Ollle G:lllic innuence (~ee below).

LAnguages
listed below are some of the Illn­

gUliiiCl> thai .....ere: spoken In are:t> of the
Roman Empire. and the pl~ wherc
the) are: mosl likely 10 be ~ncounlcrcd

or u.'>etUl to a lnwcltr. 1bcsc Iluilkhoc~

~ nof, absolutes. of course. sir-.:c tr.....•
eI 'o\.I1S Vridesrnad and one could find
"'Lillie s~akers in Britain. for io,tancc.
or R~nllnlZcd Germans In E.'!) pi
Unlc)) mentioned otherv.isc. ull Ian·
gUll~C' are Mt'ntaVA\'(~rage.

l.m;n: Spoken throughout 11111).
IIllde'lftall in All v.~lem pro\'iocc\ In
the Eaft. it is more likel)' thai name:'
\0,.11 M understand il.

CrNleo' Second lunawge of Il'l(ht

Romans and hahans. \'ery common In

the !:.islem pro\"hK:l"S and tHrica
An) y, here in the Empire. there I' 1I

good clu~c thai on)' II\'CO pcNllI

"ptal.. .. some Gred.. e.lCCpl In the
IlOl1hcmmost ptO\'inca.

I'l/nit: Langu:age of Carthagmlllll'
and Phoenician lr.rdt:". Very common
In Afrjca. southern Spain. and the
Eastern prcwinct'5.

An.naic: 1be common longue of
the I~~ Spoken in Syria and '\"11
MlfIOf



Gallia Belgica \~as not a... inhabited as lhc rest of Gnul. Most of the land wa..
co\'cred by dcn'-C forc"\' and lravcllhcrc \\a... dangerou'i ..ince there "crc occ:l..ional
aggressi\c Gallic or Gennan tnbe.. prowling around.

Roman "Germany" wa~ only a ..mall fmetion of thc land... the Genn:ln tribe.. occu­
pied. There was an Upper Gcnn:l/1Y whcre modcm Bclgium i.. located and a Lo"cr
Gennan)' thai corrc~ponds roughly to "C"ICOI Swill.crland. 'n,C3C land...... ere not \CI')

imponanl or dc~'clopcd. probabl} for the l<>all1C n~a:.on the Roman Empire <lid nOI ..en·
ou"]y try to expand inm Gemlany. The northern dilllatc W'h not appropriate for Ilalian­
:.tylc fanning.!Ioo tho..c area... \\'crc not dc... imble 10 Roman or Romanil.cd "elllcf',.

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
Thc Gallic pt.-oplc,", who li\cd in the region before Ihe ROlll:lO conljuc..t had devel­

oped an advanced civilil:lIioll. According 10 ROlllan M>urcc". the Gaul" lovcd bailie and
drinking. TI1CY did not bUild many citic... living rno"ly in ,mall villages O\CN:cn by hill
fortresses. At the centcr of Gallic culture .... ere the Druid ... priesls. and judge"
who led the tribes. Many Roman chroniclers .\>pre:ld maliciou.\> rumor. ;lbout the
Druid~, uccusing them of pml.:ticing human ...;u:rificc und unn:ltuml aClivitics.

Aner 200 yea,... of Roman occup:uion. Gnul', culture had all hut di~apPC:lred.

e..pccially around the (·itks. L'ltin \Y;" the main language of the upper chi'" and
the urbaniles. Gallic w:t~ gradulllly abandoned. 10 the JXlilll that the Illnguagc j,

not fully kno" n today (a time tr.tvcler would not be able.: 10 IC<lm the language
above a llkill of 8 before hi .. vi\il: there i.. not enough infnmwlion a\ailable).

SPAIN
The Spani"h pcnin'>ul:l \\a... \\rcMed :I\\n} from Ihe Carthaginian" and the

fiercc tribes thai inhabited it. In time, thi, arc::t bcC3111C one of the lIlo...t imponant
Roman region.. - economically. politically. and cullur.J.lIy. Ernpcrof' (H:ldrian
::tnd Tr.tjan among Ihem), phllo\opher\. and ani ..t, \~erc bam therc. Alrno"l :111
nalive culture.. "cre absorbed or forgollcn.

CITIES AND LANDMARKS
Spain wa... di, idee! into three pro~ inces: Baetka. Lu ..ilunia. and Tarmconcn"i".

Imponalll citle,> included Nova Canhago. Gades (Cadit). Corduba. Saguntum. M;II;IC<l.
V:llcnlia. Tolctum (Tolcdo). and Olisipo (Li!>bon).

All regions "cre rkh agrkulturJI cenlen.. Grain. oli\e... and ""lIle "cre all produced
and exponed throughoullhc Empire. Spani:-h fhh prO\ ided the mo,1 lmpon:lIlt ingredienl
for garlwl, the fcrmcllll.'{/ fish <;3Ul'e that Wa!> ...o popular in ROnte (-.cc p. 2). More IInpor­
tantly. Spain \\:\.. a mincml-rich land: gold. copper. nnd ..ihcr \~cre mined in great quanti­
ties. Iron minc!> prO'ided malerial for Ihe fumQU" Spani ..h aml(lrcf' and \\ capon \ntilh...

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
The original inhabitalll~ of Spain were Ihe Ibcrian~. lribe.\llIen who gathcred around

city-statcs. The west W;lS populaled by Lu ..it:llli:ln')..... ho wen: more ad\~lIlccd and huilt
powerful fonrcs~, in mountain retreat.... Greek and Punic trade..... and coloni ..ts innu­
cnced ~Ille arca.. in Spain, Many chieftain .. adopted RonulO culture and their \011<'

becamc inOuenlial citi,en".
Some arcas of Sp:lin rc..i\lcd Roman domin:llion. In thc province of Lu<,itanin,

Iribcl<>ll1en comillucd to hold out in their hill fortrc., ..e.,. remaining an occa... lollal threat.
while the Ba...que rcgion in the Nonh \\a, nc\er full} ('onquered" Basque wa!o the unl)
native Sp:mi"h language to "uf\i\c Romani/_<:ltion. For thc InO.,1 pan. oo.... c\cr. Spain
was timll)' in Roman h;lIId<;.

Provincial
Administration

Rtllllan pro\'llX"<'S w~re uOlier lhe
"ure" i\ion of a go\ttOOl'". DcpcnJlng
on the pro\ mee, me gO\ttnOr could he
a JMncian M:lcctcd by lhe Senalc. or a
n<.)hlctn;m or «j~strian chosen b) lhe
Fmperor The: older pro\ ince-. .... ~r~
u..ually under the comrol of the Senale.
.... h,1e all new ll.'trllOriCS ~lon&cd

dlrectJ,. 10 the Emperor. The g<nCrTlOD
til ImperiAl pro\lnct'S controlk:d an)
IWIlp' IWllloned lhere; lhost.' of <;en:lI().
nal provinct'S did not. The 1c.lI,Ih of a
!lIlH:rnof"S lcnn was al leasl one )car.
and euuld sireich for lkades.

The SO\'emor was in charge of ~'IlI,

Ic\;llllg IAUS. IIdmini\lerinS pUhtK
....orl... and perfonlllng lIS II jUdge 10
llIJlleN that dealt wllh Rrnnan clll'en..
The mller pan Oflhe go\'cmmtlll .... en'
leflln lh~ hands of the toeal popullllilln
RUllI<' seldom lricd 10 Impose it .. legal
or ,udal s)"slcm on Ihe con(lu~red

pm\ lnces. Its cullurc wa..., u"ullll)
a<k'pl~d ~'Olumarily by the upper doL"
e,. :md 5()ft)elimes by the comrntm nl"
len,. e5J)l.'cially!hose: .....1)O servo..! In the
legit.,... or as aU~lliWs. This aPJ"hcd
nOI only 10 cilies but c\"cn ..clll'­
nl,lmJJic uibe.\.

l ndel' the gO\'cmor ....·as a oorp" of
(II II \CfV3Ilts or «jU~lri1ln Of pldlClan
ralll 'fbe.sc lKIminiSlratOfl ~ere .... cll·
IrJul<'d and cfficient, and. sinc.-e the)
lended 10 «ay ,n one province r{1f \CI­

eral )cars. II,crc oficn bc:uer informed
ahout local condilions mnd 1\C'l'." lhall
lhe gn"cmors.

l;ANDS AND
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Mill,ridates' Massacre
Porfus Vias an l~rlI ling"

dam e;.sc 0( the Roman ~nce of
A_~la. Jts una. Mlthridaks YI. hlId
6pan4ed Its bnJdom 10 lhe ta'il. con·
quam. laIJt; ~u of modtm RUM'II

.nd 1IJ llkmM. The kina noW lurned
10 the 'est, ..... tx.-re the Roman JfO"lnce
of A". burdened by lUes and Roman
lOOSCSt was ~Mt)' to rebel. MII~ndalt'i
IUlllClclt U'I 88 8 "' CUlly 0'Ienr. helm·
mg I I unprtparW Roman &~\()fl\.

III inl conquered most of Roman
Gr«o.: and Alii'" t.1Jthndalts cLmmll.
lled of theI~ nl ~ of the
ancttn world. In one dly. all ttomans
and It jam hVi"l in the pnMncc of
AlIiUI lulled - becw«n 80,000 and
150,cq) people. The Una had pro­
c1amd thai an)' ddlklr ..he) lillcd !us
credll'f. woukt M\C half his dttM for·
p\'t'n. '" I\lch led 10 the~ of
maIly ;-:nJth)' non·Romans a IIodl
Most f the: rnurderm "'n-e pn It' Clt

"'M "",,,,,,,, by """
E\:! aflCf Mllbndala "'-U defal·

cd. thcmrmory ol die mauKre contin­
ued ICJ kIom ova Romans IAml In

AsIa. ROIMId IJ\IDI 111 daIl ~'lnce
should k«'p In nund tbal the names
~,.t' ~ clear thetr fed,np b tOOr
ronq.-n.

AFRICA
Afnca was divided inlo se\eral pro\lflCcs, mcludlng Maurelania. Africa. and

Cyrenaica. Before the Roman conqUC~1. several ClUes of Phoenician and Greek origin
had already been est.ablished; Carthage was one of them. After the destruction of
Carthage. Romans and haJians founded se\'cral CIIICS and lfansplamed '" hole popula­
lions to the new provinces. so that by the Imperial period. there were hundreds of thou­
sands of nath'e Italians in Afnca. TIleY intermingled with the naLive population. which
for lhe most part wa... of Berber and Punic cXlmction.

CITIES AND LANDMARKS
Roman Africa W35 beginning to lum into the deserts thaI exisl loday. but 'iCveral

regions "'ere stili among lhe most fertile lands of the Empire. Wheat and olives "'ert
exported to Rome. as well ali exotic animal .. for the arena. There was also some hory
trade with the rest of the continent. Carthage. retxlIh after Illi destruction in the 3rd cen­
tury A.D.. was one of the most prosperous Cities of me Empire. '" lth a population of
over 200.0Cl0. Tripoli was an Important lradlng spot for caravan routes. Other ciles
Ineluded Hippo Reglus. C)'rene. and ApolloOia.

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
TIle Bemen; ",ere a dar~· kmned. o;eml-noma<Jic people. 1llc) "'ere dIvided 1010

tnbes. and tended to 1I\'e In small 'lUnges or lfa\el In Carlwans. They spole their own
tongue (Berber is a MeOlaVAverage language) and "'ere never truly asSlffilhued. TIle
Phoenician senle.rs spoke PuniC and used Greek as a trade language.

The Romans pushed the nomads a"'a) from the cities. The) actually resettled some
of the natives in ",hat could be descnbed as reser....alJons. but rebellion broke out con­
stantl)'; me North African descm remaulCd dangerous.



EGYPT
Egypt had been scl1led by two great civilil3tion .. before il became the personal

property of the Roman Emperor. The nalive Egyptian Empire and the Hcllenilcd
Ptolemaic kings both put their mark on the land. The population was well·scnled, and
an ancicllI but effective (ax system and burcaucrucy were established. Alllhis. added to
the great wealth. made Egypt a VCl)' important Roman po<;scl>sion. Under Roman rule.
the lax laws were made even stricter. and the life of the native Egyptians was not an
COl.!>)' olle.

CITIES AND LANDMARKS
The Nile river was Ihe foundation of Egypt's civili/3lion. The fertile land made this

province one of the mOM important grain sources for Rome. Besides food and papyrus
(for document... ). oil and marble were extracted and c:<portcd. The Hcl1cnilcd cilY of
Alexandria was a close riv:II of Rome in grandeur. By the time it became a Roman pos­
session. Alexandria was not :I'i powcrful as before (its population had fallen from I mil·
lion to some 750.000> bul it was still a wealthy pon. that controlled tmOlc from India
and produced man)' luxury items such as perfume and g1:153. 'nlC libml')' of Alcxandria
was the largesl in thc world. ahhough it wa!> damagcd sc"emltimc!>. including once dur­
ing Caesar's visillO Egypt (sec p. 51). Tnc Libr.try was almost complete I)' destroyed in
262 A.D.

Other famous cities included Thebe... the fanner capital of the Egyptian Empire.
most of which lay in ruim visited by wcahhy tOuri"b. and Memphi ... aiM) a favored
tourist spol. Romans loved to look at the p)'r:lmid... and were able to cnjoy thc wall
paintings that decor:lIed thcm (they were scoured away by ..and well before the 20th
century).

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
TIlC Eg)'ptian population remained largely unchanged throughout the ccnturies. A

peasant from 300 B.C. would probably no( fccl much out of place in 200 A.D. Thc
land's rulers had changed con~tantly. including the nativc Egyptian dynasty. the Pcrsian
Empire. Ihe Ptolemaic kings. and the Romans (and afterward thc Amb~ and (he Turks).
All these rulers were considered both king and god by the Egyptian...

The cities of Egypt had been deeply inOucnced by Grcek culture before the Romans
came, and thcy remaincd largely Hellenized. Mo~t tradcf$ and ~holars were Greek.
although many Icading Roman thinkcf$ traveled to Egypt to further their studic....

THE DANUBIAN
PROVINCES

The Danube river Wll!o, vit:11 10 thc illlcresb of the
Empire. This frontier was const:ullly lhrealened by northcm
invaders. from the Germans to the Sannatian.. and Dacians
to the Huns. The nativcs of those regions. IIlyrians. Greeks.
Genllans, and Thmcians, were tough warrior., that Rome
found diOicult 10 absorb. Even aftcr those areas were
Romanized, the)' did not ab:lIldon (heir military lmditions.
For centuries. llI)'rians and Thracian~ cOlllinued to be
known as the best soldicf$ available. and the legions made
eXlcnsive usc of their abilitics.

1dvell[ure Seeds
De..fribcd below and 00 the 1K'.~1

fe\\o pales are some adventu~ atKI cam·
p;ugn ~as rot different regiOllfi of lhe
Ernpm:.

GAUl.
Slrdngf' Occl4rnllCrs at IhtJ GIllI.e

\'jfltl. The popullltion or • village In

Gailla Bellie. vanishes withoul warn­
InS TIle houses are all inlllCl (ira:ludlllg
the lUIUriOUS villa or a Romanu.ed
magnalC). but no bumaM arc to be
'<C'n The Pes can be U1Ivelers bappen­
mg onlO this mySlery, Rom:lll offiCIals
m t'h~ or im'~iilUing !hcl d.\ap­
peamnte. Of nalives rrom a neigbbonng
\ll1age.

Whpl cllused the mllSS di.s:appear­
antt? Ancient Druid rituals. a barbanan
rallllng party. or solllClhin, e\en
,trolngar m:ty be responsible.

SI'AIN
MtJuJl/ain ()dyss~. The 50fl of an

lrnponanl Roman senator has been kid­
nappc~ by. Lusi13nian bill tribe. and IS
hemg bdd in ooc. or lheir impregnable
mounl~in rortresst'S. The Pes are
charlled with leading a small toree 10
rree hIm. Th make mauers WOl'St'. \\ohen
(.1) the learn ~ac:h lhe young man. Ihey
dl\CO\ er he bas rallen in 10\'e .... lIh a
)(M.Jng LusilallilUl princess. and \\0 III nOl

lea\e wilhout her. The girl's ip)all1e~

are In que.slioo, lhough. She: mIght
hetm) the lUCuers al any opponuOily.
bul any 11lIC.mpll0 guard Of reslr-un her
.... '11 Incite !he wratb or the palncian'!i

"'"
Continued on nut page. , .



Adventure Seeds
(Contilllled)

A"'"RI
51 P Joumry. A part) at ba~-

hunle: IS !al~ by the pry\ 1I'IClal
8()\'cmor. He has heard thaI ~ge am­
nWs otproWJious SIU can be found in
the jublle hlnu:rland To g'ln me
Em#'s fa\'Of. the ~'t:mor 'l"illflll.­

'''~ huoUIlI pan)'. oom~ wuh
an c:5COIt. 10 search for 1lfU·

mals. 0 make things more in~lln8'
there are Nf1'IOl"'l thai enonnDU$lJu..\urt.

can btl found In that repon. 1)le Pes
can br bcasl-humm.. sokIiers _Signed
to escort the expedition. Of C"en Roman
Of Gmlt~ tryln! 10 ex~ their
.....*sc. Al the: end of the Journey
(incl III dan£erous dc.sen" ~1n8S
""here vale nomads and l.clc of sup.
plitS df:cllnau:. the npe<!lltOn). l!)C 5U(­

~i\'Ott may di$CO\(t thai lhe t\Imon
....~ 'I hoax. or they may stun+k InlO
• ""llY Impwable ".lIcy ""here
dUlOSa f'5 and a ub-human ract roam.
Will the adventu.ms 1Uf\'1\'e? Wtwl if
the) bJinl 5Ol'l'It 7hnrmoso""" ew
back With them"

Ec\'PrT
Th A1UiJndrlon Pt.~n. A Roman

book collector is murdc:fcd In

Akx L The 1~11OOn JP-eakd
he ~ pu~h3SCd sorne ancien, papyn
from lUI EIJpblll tnlkt. who ~, also
a.ssK\'fUkd. Tlle PCi can bt- rr.latlVe5
Of collp~of the dead ROl'IUII, .... 00.
~& to uncover lhc mJ.tk.rcrs.

invohw to the cbn,s of •
Kaet full bent on m:o\"cnRg lhc pur­
chased papyn ., llfIy cmt. JUSC

tIIltol do the papyTi conwn"

CITIES AND LANDMARKS
IIlyricum (or IIlyria) and Pannonia were frontier lands besel by many enemies. As

a resuh. some of the most hardened Roman citizens emerged from that region. eventu­
ally breeding Ihe line of lIIyran emperors that helped stabili7.e Rome during the late 3rd
century. 11lc.re were rebellions during the Imperial period. but eventually this land pro­
vided some imponant defenders of Rome. Dacia. formerly a powerful independent
kingdom. was conquered by the Empire and held for O\'er a century before being con­
quered by barbarians. Its lands included pans of modern Romania (including the infa­
mous region of Transylvania). Thrace was a source of aUAiliary troops and later of
Roman soldiers. Its coaSI had been colonized by the Greeks. who founded Byzantjum.
which would become the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire. Moesia was settled by
Romans and transplanted Gennan tribes.

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
The inhabitants of the Danube provinces

were racially similar 10 lhe Greeks and Romans.
11lc.ir ulture was more warlike and less urban­
ized. myrians and Thracians were eventually
assimilated into the Empire and became staunch
defenders of Rome; many Emperors were born
in this region. To the north. Sannnlian raiders
remained a constant danger (see p. 85).

GREECE AND
MACEDONIA

Greece and Macedonia had been the centers of Hellenistic culture. and were high·
ly developed and civilized areas before Rome conquered them. In many ways. Greece
paid back the Romans by conquering them cultumlly. Roman art. literature. and archi·
lecture was largely inspired by or directly copied from Greek sources. All this respect
did not SlOp the Romans from crushing the Greek armies and raz.ing at least one city.

These provinces also outlasted the people who conquered them. While the cily of
Rome was looted by Ihe Gemmns. the Eastern Roman Empire continued to thrive. aban­

doning the Latin language completely and creating a Greek Empire that would
last another 1.000 years.

CITIES AND LANDMARKS
Greece was an important religious. academic. and tourist cenler.

Macedonia provided good soldiers for the Empire. The best possible education
was. as usual. found in Athens. Corinth was a famous resort for the rich. The
Olympic Games were still held in the Greek citY-Slates. All in all. however.
Greece was a land in decay. Centuries of warfare had ruined the once­
powerful city-states of classical times.

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
The Greeks were perhaps the most sophisticated people in the ancient

world. They were considered the elite in the fields of the arts. medicine. phi­
losophy. and literature. Regreuably. since the death ofAlexander the Great. the
Hellenized lands had not been able to overcome their pelt)' rivalries to effec­
tively confront outside enemies.
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Ad,'ellfllre Seeds
(Collt;nued)

TilE OANUIlE

It Dbh BUI S"n·,.d Id A
Sarm:lItian nlld Wlpc.s OUI II Jmall
Romat1 fon; Ihe Pes au the~ywr-
\,\~ As Ihey n~ Ihrough fon'SU:

1M) '1lI\ IOtO a myJtmou. Ber.
clad ,,,,ancient warrior pIb. Ho c1ll!m§
he hal;; been followlnl me S.-wallan
ruldus for a liHlI lime. and lISts the
lNUP for mtu" help. They ha,e little
cOOict' but 10 agrft. c\'cn thouJ,h "~Ir

\3\101'"'. beha\"iOl'" 1$ \t1)' ptCuliar For
one. he can ne\·er be. found ~ng the
dly Fo.:.. anothtr. he IS '"Cf)' pale and tw
a \'cry PurY JllUIc. And ""bat~I the
bloodl~ SarmalllUl cocpses ItDt keep
lumlnil up 00 the trail of the raiaJc:r."

GRt:t.x:E
8ttto~ o{ Grub B~ori"g GIP

lI/}rJ¥~ A Rc:lffiJn nobleman who IS a
c1~ laSJOC"ille. of the PCJ fall \"K11m
10 II Gl'ftkcon·man .... hoconvUECJ hIm
to bu) lhe 1I1leaed head of the. mYlhlc
TroJIlII Ilorse. When he. diJCO\~f' Ihal
the. Gltlnt ....~ bead was tteIIled b)
local urpe:nJel$ only • few ....~k5
beforc

1
the nobleman lurns 110 the

ad\"Cnlpring SWty. H~ doei not want 10
go 10 the .uthorlties. btause. to do so
.... 111 re\'cal hiS Julllbtht) 10 lhe! public
(so far.no one besides: the con-man. lhe.
\ ICllm, and the clltPCnltcrs ltKri· aboul
the head..... h.lCh IS 'itaShed .""'11) 10 I

.'"'~). Insltad. he &ski life char·
aclC'f'S help him !rid. the fOllCr IOto
return. & the. money. In an cmbarnss­
1OJ: .... a If poss.tblt.

I ',...... ~ ..

Asia Minor had been under the l'Ontrol of Hellenized monarchies before it
was acquired by Rome. It was divided into several provinces. including Asia.
CHicia. Galatia. and Pontus. Exploitation by Roman tax-eollectors and several
wars weakened the economy of the area. but it eventually recovered and became
the leading industrial region of the Empire. The I)ersians and Parthians cOlllinued
to be threalS for most of Roman history.

ASIA MINOR

CITIES AND LANDMARKS
Pergamum was the chief producer of parchment. the only source of paper oLher than

Egyptian papyrus. Nicornedia was an imponant pon. and Tarsus was well-known for its
linen industry. Clothing made in Asia was very famous throughout the Empire. A~ian
wool and leather were highly prized. Iron and marble were also exported. To the east of
Asia Minor was the client kingdom of Annenia.

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
The original seulers of Asia Minor were Hittites. who had their own language. The

cities' culture was a mixture of Persian. Greek. and Punic elements. 1be great wealth of
Asia attracted many Roman seulers. The Romans proceeded to ruthlessly exploit the
population. which led to several rebellions_ Se\'eral Asian cults became popular in the
late Roman Empire (see pp. 57-58).

This region was n constant haUlefield between Rome and the Panhian and Persian
Empires. The cites of Asia Minor were a hotbed of intrigue and violence stoked by an
un....ympmhelic population (see sidebar. p. 71). Neilher the countryside nor the cilies
were lruly Romanized, and could be dangerous for troveleB.

The Roman ear East was divided into the pro\'inees of Syria. Palestine. and
Ambia. The original cities of the region had been eilher Punic or Greek. Most of the
populalion was made up of Aramaic speakers in the fields and Arabic nomads in the
deserts. This area wu.~ the birthplace of several religions and cults that had deep innu­
ence on lhe Empire. Syria was the source of the Sun cull and Mithraism. Palesline gave
Rome Judaism and Christianity. Centuries after lhe Western Roman Empire had fallen.
Arabia brought forth Islam. the religion that e\'cntually destroyed the Eastern Empire.

THE NEAR EAST

Syria was the wealthiest province in the region. Its caravan roules reached from the
Mediterranean 10 China. and were the main source of valuable silk for the Empire. The
cilies of Antioch. Damascus, and Palmyra were among the most prosperous in the
Empire. Anlioch had a population of 600.000. which made it Lhe third largest city of the
Empire. Palestine was much poorer. bllllhe city ofJerusalem was an important religious
center of the Jewish (and later Christian) faith. even after the destruction of the Temple
of Jerusalem.

There was great resentmtnl against Romans. who were considered barbar- ~~~~~~~~~~~;~~~~
ians trying to pass themsel\'es as Greek. utin as a language gained \'ery liule
ground in these lands. Since most Romans could speak Greek. this was not a
problem.

ee GURPS Greece for more about these mythic and historic lands.

CITIES AND LANDMARKS



Advell/llre Seed
(Cofltillued)

TilE N' R EAST

T1t~ (}fUJt lor Sdl. A ROfIUIn
Empet1lr ....'antS 10 find 0l0M _btre IIIL
COn1Ct (rom He dlspllCbes sc\'enl
lfUmd qcnu (the PC ) 10 S)na to find
cue Each ndcr the~m inlCfTO.
Ilk ... ~I send them 10 another til)' r.
Ihtr EaA. the tm'eb bccomr: IonJff
and more danJmlUS and the w ..~
stili rc.awn ~I don', knotr; Jau m) II1L
from the &st." E\'all\Wly W) "'iii
tw. e III cbooIe ....... teCUIa1nI 10
Rome ... Im no JOOd aDlWU. R!lumJnl
"mil bcltC'l~ be, 01" prallnl on
be)onJ the boul'Jlbnq of the :&nJ'lfC'
(CURl'S ClliNt IS • mu.sc If t.k thud
opuon b choIen).

PEOPLE AND CULTURE
Ambs. Jews. and Phoenicians made up nlO'il of the population of the area. Besides

Greek.. l..nowledge of the Aramaic language was \cl") uscfullo a lt3\'cler. since many of
the natl\'eS refused 10 adopt Roman or Gred. CUSloms. 1be region was \cry unstable.
due maInly to 5e\cral upnsings led by the Je\l\ Ish population. These rebellions led 10 the
destruction of lhe Temple of Jerusalem. much to the detriment of this holy city.
Discontent rem3uled rampant In thiS area.

BRITAIN
TIle Island of Brilam was Im)e more: than a legend to most Roman~ unoI Cae\3t

stepped Onto ItS shores dunng the 151 crntUI) B.C.11lc: Island \\,'35 not captured unlillhe
reign of ClaudIUS JUSI under a ~ntury later Bmaln remained a ~mole and rather ru~llc

prO\lncc. During lhe Imperial penod. lhe Bnllsh fronlJer was heavily manned for over
a CenlUI) and a half. 1be size of the British gamson led some military com~rs 10

tf) to become EmpefOf'i of Rome \\, lth Its ..uppon

CITIES AND LANDMARKS
Bnlam's largest CII). l.onchOlum. had a populallon of 25.000 - a \ Illnge In rompar·

lson to the greal ClUes of the Ea3t. 1bere \\,ere fC\\. Bnush exports: some cloth. plus
O)Slel1l' meal and pearl.!>. There \\,cre also sc\eml mines of Iron. copper. and lead.

-- - --::-
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PEOPLE AND CULTURE
Celtic tribes ruled England before Ihe Roman conquesl. Their culture had much in

corn ilion wilh Ihe Gauls (see p. 64). There were also PiClS and SCOIS. primitive rribes·
mcn even in comparison 10 Ihc Cells. British inhabitants of the southern lowlands
became very Romani7.cd. but in the north, rebellious Brilons. Picts. and SCOIS remained
a constant threat Hadrian's Wall and lhe higher Antonine Wall managed 10 safeguard
!he island for a while. but Brilain was 51111 one of the firs! provinces 10 be abandoned by
the beleaguered Romans during Ihe laic Empire.

NEIGHBORS OF ROME
Rome had borders wilh dozens of other nations and territories. Many of these were

client kingdoms. bul lhere were a few nations or groups able to retain thcif independ·
ence and even auack thc Empire. Rome's frontiers were never peaceful. Raids.
skinnishes. or outrighl invasions were launched on both sides of the border.

THE GERMANS
Gernmn tribes were scattered Ihroughout northern Europe. For the most pan they

were herdsmen grouped in small tribes under lhe conlrol of chieftains. After Ihe Romans
gave up their attempts 10 conquer the Gennans. they tried to win them over with gifts
and bribes to tum one tribe against another. That system worked for almost two cen­
LUries. until the weakened frontiers allowed the Germans to pour in.

The Empire f;l~in:l1ed the Gernlans. lis wealth and power impressed Ihem. and
even after Ihey look over parts of the Empire they tried to pretend Ihe)' were preserving
Rome.

PARTHIA AND PERSIA
These eastern kingdoms were Rome's main rivals. The borders were pushed back

and forth in a series of wars that endured over (he centuries. Eventually. however. Rome
outlived both kingdoms.

The Pan.hian Empire wa.... founded in 247 B.C. by Helleni7.cd easterners. It occupied
the lrunian Plateau. Theirculture was mostly Oriental. however. and Ihe Greek innuence
was soon losl. Parthia prospered because it controlled most of the trade roules to the
East. IL.. kings were able to repel Rome for almost 300 years, In 224 A.D.. a revolt over­
threw the Panhian rulers and established the Sassanid Persian Empire.

The Persian Empire was as civilized and organized as ils Roman counterpart. The
Persians had a state religion. Zoroastrianism. They were never able to innici a deci·
sive defeat on Rome. although several Emperors came to an ill end white campaign·
ing against Ihem. After the fall of Ihe Western Roman Empire. the Persians continued
to fight the Byzantine Empire until Muslim Arabs overran the Sassanids in the 7th
century A.D.

The Sarmat;alls
These nomadic horsemen occupied mOSI of what now is southern Russia and the

Balkans. and were a constanlthreallQ the Danubian provinces unlil the 4th century A.D.
They constanlly raided Roman possessions. somclimcs with the help of Gennan bands.
The Goths conquered many Sarmatian tcrrilories. howevcr. and later the Huns destroycd
or absorbed them.

Sarmmian civili7.ation was nm very advanced. but they had sophisticated artS and
crafts, Their weapons and annor were as fine as the Romans'. and Ihey may have invent­
ed the stirrup.

Adventure Seed
(Conti1lued)

BRITAIN
Thtj U~ler's Just Fine! A Roman

e.\pedl~~ pushing deeper inl BrilDin
dlspat~ a scouting c whieh
cam~ b)' lhe shore of one of ttlt
regIon' man)' 1a.ke5. During nrght.
the camp is Iwakened by Jlomble
~realTli. onl)' 10 disawcr maclo;e\'Crul
mght watchmen and pack llfli"als are
Imssm,. 1be onl)' dues are tht grisly
remal~ofllhorsc. which sce~to ha\e
been bh~n in half. And lhe I night.
(he I'C~ m. assi&ned 10 the WIU h .. ,

uM/iiNr or XCVl1a/jiNr?~ his­
toneal King Anhur probably was It

Romarliud Brilon war chief w Ih'ed
during1the I~ decades of fhe~\'estaT1
Ronla~ Empire. A historical amelot
camp3lg:n can be easil)' link to lhe
te..\1 o~ Europe. Some Pes e,uld be
Roman or Romanized soldiers flum the
continent. U1I\'eling 10 Briutin1~f'\'e
under~ur. wh.ile ochers can nati\'c
Bnton~ fighting the illVBding Sons.

,\ llCmi.fantaseic Roman c,npaign
can aUo be. SCi in Britain. sife this
remote province of the Emi w",
aJwa)'s I land of m)'SlCT)'. MI . with
the Empire crumbling. magk i return·
mg to lhc island. and the faerie peoPles
~ coming back just as the S~~ nre
lfl\~lI'l& EIlgland's shores. Myth and
hi\tOf)' CIIl be combined. J

SoUrces: CURPS Co""lot IbIS sev­
eral reference and fictional boQks usc­
ful 10 run a hiszorical campaigo In the
IJntlll~ or lhe Late Empire~ ,\ddl­
uonllllr. D:wid DrUe's T1uJ progon
wnJ provides an interesting mitlure of
hi\lorical rael and fantastic ele nlS in
5th-eentury EIlgland.

ASIA MINOR I
BoNU Prob/~nu, A scries~f sllr·

nllshd have broken oul II g the
Panhioo boeder. 'The Pes can ~outs

sent by the Romans to find out?f these
encou~ are a prelude fOf ~ major
lnvllsl'fl' Alternatively. they ~Id be
thego~ or the region Of tic com­
mandoc of the frontier armies. ·oo)ld·
enng hat military or dip nmlltic
respnn~ are adequa~,
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Rome was built by soldiers. The legions allowed the Republic to
survive and prosper, expanding and securing the Empire for half a
millennium. From 200 B.C. to 300 A.D., Rome had the most powerful
army in existence. The le~jons were the most disciplined and best
organized military units In the ancient world, and they were not
surpassed in those qualities until the 19th century. The legions were
also a powerful weapon in the cultural conquest of the Empire.

Italian farmers joined the Army and
traveled. They eventually settled in

• _Gaul AfTi<:i!~yria,..2'ldJlritai
bringing Roman
beliefs, customs,

and language
wherever they

went.



Mass Combat Rules
GMs wishing to indlJde IJe \Calc

baltle~ in a Rome campaign Ii) u~

tlw: GURPS Mass Combat Sys m (s.ec

pp. CIIII2-124). Tenns like Troop
Slrength (TS) and Troop Quality are
rdercrus to those nllcs. LislCd below
are 'Orne additions and changes 10 the
Ma.~~ Combat Rules that reflect the
Roman milieu.

S'lrrupS: 1bc slilT\Jp was not In\·cnt·
cd untt! the last cenlury bd(lf"c Rome'S
(all \\1thout StilTUPS, Slaying naountcd
.... hlle performing difficult mancu\'el1i
(~uch as fighting or shoocing from
hor<.cblCk) is much more difficult To
repJl.""Cnl this reduced efft'Ctl\t'ness.
ca\"Dlry unitS without stirrups ~.t' dIClr
TS \alue reduced by I. Note th:n a
supenqrity in cavalry is a hugo a(h'an­
tage .... Ith Of without stirrups.

A Mal/ipular Legiol/
1\ l)'picallegion oflhe type used In

the IJunk Wan. 11Je TS belo....' 1:-' of a
full)·manncd legion. Most of tbe lime.
11 kjllOn on tbe field will haw f~er

effccll'iCS. R~IJCC the number o( each
unit by Sd-S%.

\'rlilcs: Ughtl)' «(uippcd $klmll~h­

cr:-. 1,200 men. A\cragc QualllY.
Indl\ltlual TS 4. Toeal TS 4.800.

HtlJtali: 10 maniples of 170 men
each A\'crageQuaiity, Individual T$ S.
TS 600 per maniple. Total TS 6,000

p",It~;pu: 10 maniple.s of 120 men
each Seasoned Quality. Individual TS
6 TS 720 per maniple. Toea! TS 7,200.

Tn~rii: 10 maniplcs of qo men
each 5 are Seasoned troops, ~othc.rS
CrxL unilS. IndividLUlI TS 4.8 ~ 6. TS
288 or 360 (XI" maniple, ToUtJ Tt 3.240.

CallOlfy: Ughl Ca\'3.lry in 110 tur·
/llil~ or 30 men each, Seasoned Quality
Indl\lclu4l TS 3.6. TS 108 tumlU.
Total TS 1,080.

Nu'f'bu.oIIco:oP· .s:oo.
'P)"M'S:'72;no.

HISTORY
OF THE LEGIONS

The legions ",ere anginal/)' (he milili" of the Roman diy-slaw. By the lime of Ihe
laIc Republic. Lhey had become a highly organilcd professional aml)'. and when the
Empire began. lhe)' were a powerful standing amt)'. Tnc decline of Rome was both a
cause and a result of the decay of lhe legions. until by the lime of the L;)IC Empire. the)'
were a colleclion of b:lrb.1rian w:.Imor.. lacking Ihe skills of Iheir prcdcccs..o~.

THE ARMIES OF
THE MONARCHY AND REPUBLIC

The early Roman anny wa~ nOI much different from that of its neighbors. II wa~ an
organi7cd anny. but nOI an cXIf30rdinary one. It was clashes again" dangerous and
dClcnnincd enemies that caused lhe changes that would make the legions the IllOM pow·
erful military (onnation of their lime.

The young city-slalc of Rome wa::. innuenced by the Greek stylc of war. The typi­
cal formation was the phalanx. a solid block of heavily-armed infantrymen carrying
long !>pears. A small cavalry troop ;;c('\'ed as protection for the nanks: cavalry made up
about 10% of the Roman amty. llte army was organized :lccording to social distinc­
lions. again following thc Greek. p:ll[cm. Evcry malc cilil.cn was expecfed 10 serve in the
anny. and 10 providc hi!> own equipment.

At ~me point betwccn the end of the monarchy and the early wars of Ihe Republic.
laws were passed dictating the sizc and composition of the Roman army. Most of the
time, the stn::ngth of Ihe Roman anny wa::. less than the numbers given below. but the
theofCtical anny dispositions gi\'c an idea of the troops Romc could field in case of war.

The richer cilizen.. could afford to maimain a Ir.tined horse. so Roman cavalry was
made up of the young sons of the noble families. In theory. Rome could field 18 cen­
turies (military unit::. con!>isting of 60 to 100 men) of ca\'ulry at any given time. In the
next social echelon were the wealthy or middle-c1as\ citizcn .. of the plebeian c1us!> (..ce
p. 8): Ihey were infantrymcn. carrying the heaviest and most expensivc equipment. The
so-called "First C1a!>s" of infantry wore a bronzc cuirass, helmct. and greaves: a large
shield provided funher protection. The weapons of the First Class were a sword and a
spear. Thcy wcre the large\t pan of thc anny, consisting of 80 centuries. Two of those
centuries were made up of mililary cngineers.

Each of the other c1as~ was 20 centuries slrong. Thc Second Class infantry wore
no cuint!>" and had to make do with leather or cloth annar. They were othcrwi<;;c
equipped like their social "bcllers:'111e Third C1a..s h:.d 110 grc:l\·es. The Founh CI:ISS
was equipped only \\ ith helmcts. !>hields. and spears. Finally. the Fifth Class \\'ore no
annor at all and was amlcd with Slings.

The Fin.! Cla~!> infantrymen were Heavy Infantry (TS 5): ll1emben. of the Sccond
Class wcre the cqui\'ulcnl of Medium Infantry (TS 4,. and the resl were Light Infantry
(TS 3). The Fifth Class skimlishers were Irregular Infantry equipped wilh ..lings (TS 3).
Early Roman hO~ll1en were lightly equipped (Light Cavalry without slirrups, with a
TS of 3). Troop quality mnged from Raw to Seasoned. wilh a few high-quality unit!>.
Toward the end of a campaign. or if troops wcre rnised shonly after a war. Troop Quality
rose to Avcrage or Seasoned.

In combat. the Roman phalanx marched as a solid unil. The hcavy infantry wa:. usu­
ally prolected by a screen of Fifth Class skimtishers. with the cu\'alry in the wing!>. Their
enemies fought in a similar fashion, so most bUllIes became U massive c1a."h between
t.....o phalanxe:-..

s '/
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The Triumph
n I Roman army won major

bank.;1 was aJ5lOnWY for !he Roman
commitwkr 10 be honored ~ith •
parude and • festival 10 ce~le the
Vtcl This was called. oiu .
~ pIIIlde wound iL$ way

the CaPttoi on • flower_"'!'
way. 1lle mcmbcrt of !he Se
first. (p1~ed by mlUicians.
displ.ym. the spoilJ, of the.

thc~Uted enemie:s ~ f>n"'"
Ihroua the streets. The it:
C and was ,!lowed to 1Il."e

pk~ • laurel branch. and
sapcu, aU symbols of roy.1
army f1Wt'htd behind him.

""\"'I the Jmp<ri~ .
Empeqws were allowed 10 ce
trium~. They did so often, eo.
there tiki been no viclOries to

Cannae
Thif wu one of the WOf$t defeats

wITc by • Roman anny. I nmbal
(see p 47) had penemlCd pinto
ltalilll IOCY in 216 D.C. A lar
anny up of 48.000 inf; and
6,000 IVilry was deployed .gainst

"""" ~.ooo mfantl}' and 10. caval·
ry. Hi infantry conllSled 0 hlgh­
qualif Nonh African troops. lightly

inren$Sp&nw. 1OIdier$. and~a1IY •
large noc YCt)' rchabk COOII gent of
G.uls. The Carthaginian cava con-

iSle<! light Numldian horst and
Gaul SpaniJh units.. Hanni " laC-

Itcs dc$ipcd 10 elimirate the
legi •~att!t assel. their ~iblljIY,

AI blnle, H....nibal ~·cd hil
•nny (OIlOViS: the ct:nl~~'
deploy Wad of !he WIn.s. was
COlli of Gaul and Spanl . On
the skits wt'l"e the ve~ran North (nan
Infantrl'. 'The Numtdian li&ht :cavalry
was Of! the niht wing. the S~ish and
Gaul bbrxmen on the left. ~IRoman
~ did bOt use their .standard for­
~ instead of the !bible ~pu.
lar slripgs. the troops~~ .con.
ce:ntnll 10 &ivt. me _WICk~_k
power. I meant that the s had
alrud ~ some of their U\'n-

ability before the bailie started.

The Gallic invasion 0(390 B.C. showed how unwieldy the phalanx formation could
be. The Iightly-equippcd Gauls swarmed around the rigid Roman lines. which could not
maneuver 10 defend lhemselves. A more nexible arrnngemenl was devised. OUI of these
changes. the Roman legion was born.

The Mallipular Legion
TIle former phal3lU was broken into smaller units. called mnnjp/~s. TIle early ntani·

pies were made up of 60 10 120 men. The smaller size of these su\>-.unitS allowed lhem
10 change facing more quickly and 10 maneuver beller than the solid blocks of men used
before. The equipment also changed: javelins replaced spears among most soldiers. and
all the medium and heavy infantrymen were equipped with a short Slabbing sword. the
g/adiUJ. The javelins gave the legion an effective long·ronge attack, which WIiS followed
by a charge ofsword·wielding infantrymen. 11le combination was effective both against
light troops. who were decimated by the night of javelins and then overwhelmed by the
beuer-equipped Romans. and the phalanx. which was helpless against the missiles and
could oot maneuver if the Romans managed to break through their ronks. This. at least.
was the theory.

Tile Legiolls of Iii. PUllic lVars
As before. there were differences in equipment depending upon the social class of

the soldier. The poorer soldiers were now called \'eliles and wore little or no armor. They
were equipped with javelin. swords. and small shields. and formed a skirmish line in
front of the ronks of the legion proper. The first and second ranks were called the
Illlstati and the principes respectively. and were made up of 10 maniplcs with 120 men
each. They wore full bron7.e annor. large shields, a sword. and two javelins - one light.
the other heavy enough to be either thrown or used in close combat Some of the rich·
er soldiers chose to wear chainmail instead: by the time of Manus (see below). the mail
had replaced bron7,.e breastplates. The last ronk, or lriarii, also wore armor. but instead
of javelins they kept the thrusting spears of the early legions. With 10 smaller maniples
of60 men each. they provided additional shock action if the charge of the first two ranks
proved insufficient to break the enemy.

Hastati and principes are Medium Infantry with javelins (fS 5): friar;; are Medium
Infantry (TS 4). usually more experienced (one level above average Troop Quality): the
\'elites are Light Infantry with missile weapons (fS 4).

Each ronk was made up of maniples. with a small space between them. The legion
can be pictUred as three sets of blocks. masked by a thin line of light infantrymen up
front (see diagrom on p. 75). Each maniple was led by two centurions. officers who had
risen from the ranks.

Tire Legions Under Marills
The Roman general and consul Marius refomled the Roman armies into an even

more flexible and unified force. Many of the changes attributed (0 him had been <level·
oping over the decades preceding his rise to power. but he institutionalized them. The
anny became more professional and beller trained - and more loyal to its commander
than to the State.

Marius wanted a more flexible legion able to maneuver in small units. bot each unit
had to be able to defend itself adequately. Maniples were too mall to be used singly and
too numerous to direct effectively with the small number of officers available. A new
unit was created: the cohort consisted of six centuries. each ranging in size from 80 to
100 men. TIle cohort marched in an elongated square. six men deep and 100 men wide.
Ten cohorts made up the legion. The legion's commander could maintain a reserve and
maneuver his anny with relative ease. When small units were necessary. the centuries
in the cohort could act like the maniples of old.
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The trappings of the legionaries were also unified. Equipment dislinction~ between
the different ranks were eliminated. and the lighlly equipped \'e/ift's disappeared. The
long spear was abandoned. and all soldiers were equipped wilh a pi!II'" (a shan heavy
throwing spear). Sell/lilt! (shield). and shonsword. Annor quality vant-ad. r'J.nging from
none aI all to outdated bronzc cuirasses to chain. The bllilic tactics (a volley of javclins
followed by a charge wilh the g!adills) remained unchanged. Cavalry units were usual­
ly recruited from lIalian or foreign allies. and were used to guard the nanks of the
legion. Auxiliary lroops consisted of lighl infantry, usually bowmen and slingen..

Manus introduced the custom of assigning a symbol for each legion. This wa~ the
legion's cagle. a standard shaped Iike:l silver cagle. A legion's eagle became the symbol
of its pride. and was defended 10 the last. Losing one's cagle was a lcrrible dishonor.

Caesar became proconsul of Gaul when these rcfonns of the Roman Anny were
fully inslitulionalil-cd. Cavalry almOSI exclusively consistcd of Gallic warriors al Ihb
point. Caesar completed lhe process thai Manus had begun by making hi!! anny per­
sonally loyal to him. and nOl to the Roman Republic. His ~oldiers willingly marched
inlo haly, in violation of Roman law. at his behest. 1l1is period of priv;lIe control of lhe
annies did not end unlillhe rise of Augustus and the establishment of the Empire,

The late Republican legion also included a highly-tmined engineer corps. ablc to
construcl sophisticatcd siege engines (...cc p. 83). All Roman soldiers were tmined 10

build fonified camps. which were surrounded by ditches and othcr dcfcnsc!\. In a few
hours. an anny in hostile territory could erect a fan which served a~ a fallback po~itioll

if a baltle went against them. or as a defense from which they could hold out against a
largcr force,

THE IMPERIAL LEGION
Before Augustus, soldiers counted on thcir gencrals to reward them aftcr a cam­

paign. and the tenns of sen'ice were unclear. A gencml had to raise his own troops when
a cri~is came about. When Augustus rose to power. he dccided to end thc practice of
rclying on a militia. The Emperor instead wallled 3 s13.nding anny that was constantly
under arms and under his direct control. By ccnain standards. this was onc of the carli.
est national armies in history.

COlIlIDe

(Comilllled)

1\\ t;(P«ted. lhe Romam pushed
back the Spanish and Gaut infantry.
Mt::tnwhilc. the Gallo-Spanish cll\:tlry
dc~troyed the cavalry on the R,olllan~'

left. ",hile Of! the other wing. the
NUlllldians held their own. 1be teglons
pu~hc:J the center of lhc: Cllr1f¥Igmlan
mfant!)' unlit it almosl bro~t. but
Uanmba.!'s ~adership ~pt the cenltr
'Icady. 1be Roman gcnenl1 Vll70 dou­
bted the dc:n~ity of the first ranls b)
filling the gaps bt.t\\,ct.n the 11(/JlIlfI

rnampk:$ with the prl"d,ws Tht
lcglon$ now toold only mo\C fo""ard.
as mnuible lU • Greek pbaIM,\. The
Nonh African infantry, v, hkh had held
lIS ~lllon, was now ablt 10 allock the
nanL~ oflhe legIons, hemming flClll m.

The Roman soldiers wcre now too
c10'0C' to c:lCh Olhcr 10 m:aneuver. Only
the edges of their f0rtn3tion cooJd fight
bad., and the unilS behind them could
IlOI :a.'\iist. 1bc CarthaginilUl clI\1I11)'
had routed both wings of Roman clI\'DI·
I). and fell upon the !tgions' rdr. 11lCn
Il.mm!lal's ('('cnter pushed forwllrd. 11K'
\urrounded Romans were whlllied
down to the core. Less than 10.000
mfantrymen escapt:d with their 11\·e.(
out of an army of O\'er SO,OOO.
Ilanmballost fev,·Cf than 1,000 lTlen



fiE LEGIO

Since Augustus had to pay the legions directly. he reduced Iheir number 10 a man­
ageable size and pul them around the frontiers in defensive positions. The early Empire
was not interested in new conquests but in defending the areas under Roman control.
Thcre had tx.-en 60 legions under arms when Augustus rose to Ihe throne; he reduced Ihe
number 10 28. The Empire paid the troops' salaries and awarded them with land upon
lheir discharge. In this way the legions did not need to rely on their commanders.

Augustus' successors followed his practice of a strong border defense. Emperor
Hadrian wenl cven funher. building several fonified wulls along the more dangerous
borde~. These fon.res.ses were nOI meant 10 be manned: they were far too long (some
had a length of hundreds of miles). Rather. they served us base and fallback JX)silion for
troops that fought beyond the walls.

Many hislorians have criticized Ihe wisdom of Ihis defensive policy. and the lack of
a reserve thai could be used if an invasion penctr.lled the borde~. However. the policy
of Augustus keplthe Empire at peace for over a century. using an anny of 3OO.CXX) to

The new Imperial nnny was paid directly by the government. which also took care of
securing lands for veterans. Pennanent auxiliary annies mude of non-Romans were also
created. At the end of their lenn of service. the soldie~ and their families were gmnted
Roftllln citirenship. This encouraged the Romanil..n1ion of the conquered peoples.

TIle moM imponunt non-mililary change was the elimination ofsocial restrictions on
legionaries. Any free citizen. regardless of his propeny or age. could join. This increased
the pool of possible recruits and reduced the economic independence of (he soldiers.
Legionaries without propeny bccume dependent on the service for their IAclfare: c\entu­
ally. Ihey were loyal only 10 Iheir general. The Icml of service was rcgulari1.cd. firsl to 16

)'cars. then 10 20. The gener-dl was in charge of dislribuling the stale's p3)'mcnlto his sol­
dle~ and rewarding them IA ith lands after their discharge. Auxiliary troopS served for a
similar lenglh of time and wcre gh'en land. Ronum cilizenship. or both.

The reforms sianed by Marius continued to unify equipment and preparation for
baltic. 'The legions became the besl trained and experienced anllies of their lime. After
retirement. omce~ were often recruited inlo the civil service. where they put their lead·
ership and managemem skills to good use. An administrator who had been on Ihe field
often possessed a clearer understanding of how the Empire should funclion than one
who had never left Rome.

"'- -.~.... J. -" ~. . , . ~ r',.\'.". r ~ ~ - _

Zama
11ws Roman BeDelll1 ScipiO

AfnCllnu was Um:atcOing Outltage
Itself wlIh hI' army. Hannilfal was
rccallc1J from Italy With 12.00Q of his
\'CICrwl$. ArlCf dlplon'ulcy fllikd. the:
CanhalinulM tned force in 201. 8 C

SciPlO'S Inn)' COOMSIed of 35,000­
~O.OOQ men, including I I~tfong
Num.<lan and Itillian CII\ltrY (OO:C.

1bc lrfanuy was Roman. \'flCInm of
!ie\'Cf'I~ banks In SpIlln HanrutJ.aI ~
the 1JI,'f'C. number of men. His Inflll1lr)
roMlStrd of merttn:tne$, Carthaginian
mlhull, and hili \'C.~terans. In ClVIlII). he
was \\; eakr lhan the Romans. but he
had 80 ekphanu. SClpto'$ 'llenlKKl
'oIl'U 10 ehmJlUlc the Canha&lnbn C<II\'

airy~ then usc hiS mobile le.lons 10
outnllnl: the entmy lOrinti)'. I(an0lb;a1
re~hzcd this: to prevent the (lU~anlJng

he onl1 ~Ilhe rnen:uwics and nau\'C
tf"OOP' forward. His ~lttanJ lta)nt put
on lop pf. hili. so if the first tw<, W.l\'es
''''cre ("unanked he could counttruuack
lI>ub hi resm'e (Scipio saw lhls and
also lqlC • resent made uPlof the
Icglonj' .riani.}llannlbIJ kfll rlS ele­
phants! ahead In order 10 ak the
Roman formations.

The 80 elqmnu bofe b on lht
klKlftl 001 SaptO had ~Ioped IM::­
tICS 10J!~&h1 lhem. Ills mJ Hti lroops
pelted r~cltphlfll Ali they aPfl!l>athed.
Some or the beasu fkd and ~lther
.'i1'lWhod throu&h lIannlbal', mtl'ttnar­
Its Of ran a~-ay 10 the iides ~r !x'ing
harned by the Roman and a11~ canal­
ry. The elephanti that rebC~~d the
Rornara were channeled Ibrou.h Saps
Itrlln ltlc line; the arumak lOOllhc ~th
or lent~ and ran lhroUSh lhe
Roman lines wnhoul dotn, mllCh dam­
age. berore hrln, put 10 night. Shortly
aficr that. the ClU'I.hqInWl caVllllry was
routed on both wmgJ and PUrsutd rrom
the blultfJC1d.

Inrintry fi.hlln; rOllow~ Both
.nmelt used loose inrantry hnes mstead
o( ph:CaM (ormatlOnl: Hanna I had
come If> I1$pcct the nCJablt Roman lX·
lICS. 'f'lac Roman ItasJOfI and ~f'1K lINS

pushed the ITlm'ml&I'}' line back./lnnKl­
In; heavy losses.



safeguard over 50 million inhabilants. and at a relatively low cost. On the other hand.
whencver a IhreUl rt'<!uired a large anny. the u<;ual responM: W:1S to move legions from
other borders to the Ihreatened one. A war on two fronts could be disa~trous,

The we3pon~ and t::actic:. of the Imperial legion rcmained for the mosl part
unch::anged. AmlOr qualilY increased <;omewhllt so Ihat most legionaries .....ere clad in
metal annor. either chainrnail or the /orictl segmetlUlUl ('ICC p. 43), Auxilial)' cavalry
rJnged in quality from lightly-equipped hon.cmen 10 c:uaphracis clad in mail or :.cale
amlor, Stirrup\ were still un~nown. "0 the impact of cav31ry was not as gre:lt a... in
llledie\allime... Troop quality remained high: with a compelenlleader. a legion was able
to defeat much larger barbarian armies. The slatistics of the Roman amlY remained
11l0~tly unchanged. Auxiliary cavalry now ranged frol11 Light 10 Heavy (cmaphracts).
and included some mounted archers. Auxiliary infantry provided missile weapon ...

Another new clement of the Imperial Anny was the creation of an clite bodyguard
for Ihe Emperors: the Praetorian Guard. The Guard was originally made up of highly
Ir.. ined and experienced troops (Troop Quality of Crack or bener). bultheir quality may
not have remaincd high after being pampered in the city. A.. the only body of anned men
around the Emperor. the Pmetorians had the power of lifc and de:uh over him.:l powcr
they cxcrci"Cd ~\'emltirne" during Rome· ... hi"tory. By the lime of the Lmc Empire. thcy
aClually putlhc Empire up for sale after murdering the Emperor.

THE LATE EMPIRE
-T1le barbarian inv~lsion~. the plagues and famine. and Ihe internal crises that

wrJcked the Empire during the 3rd century had an imtxtct on the Roman :mny. Civil
W:1f', oncc again became cOnst:llll; the Rom:lIl... became their own worst encmics,
Legion.. werc movcd from the borden,. to I1ght for one pretender or another. leaving
them vulnerJble to the Gcmlans on Ihe north and the Persian.. on the cast.

Emperor Gal1ienu ... (253-68 A.D.) managed to bring back somc slabililY after
decade... of civil war. Al this point. lhe border troops were dclicient in tr:lining and
equipment. Gallienu .. and I:uer emperors reduced the v:llue of the border troops even
more :lIld concentr.l1cd on creating a centntl ann)' that wa3 highl)' mobile and \\ell­
trained. TIle dcfcIl3ive strategy changed; border ...oldiers (IimiuU/ei) wcre supposed to
delay Ihe invade.... or ju~t serve a~ a trip·wire to alert the celHral go\cmrnellt. which
would then di~p:ltch an amlY to meet Ihe threat. The cnemy could not be kcpl out~ide

the borden,. an)' more. so the ncw plan \\a" to defeat il once it had penelralcd Rom:m
territory,

Emperor Dioclctian (sec p. 59) conlinued to maintain a 1Iianding cavalry force.
which he divided il110 four main amlie'. one cOl11rolled by each of Ihe four c<rrulen; of
the Empire. He also tried to return_ to a degree. 10 the earlier policies of secure frol11ien,..
Sevcral new fortresses and road s)'slcms were built 10 allow rapid troop movement.
Diocletian also "Iarted a conscription sY~lelll. a rJdic:ll change from thc volunteer nmure
of the Imperial anny.

For mobility. marc cmpha...i, wa... put all cavalry Ihan cver before. The nc\l, Roman
cavalry included ligluly-anncd lance~ and hon.c archers. a, well al\ annorcd cmaphr.lcb
based on the heavy cavalry of Parthia and Persia. The..c new unit'i were qationed at

slrategic points within the Empire. read)' 10 respond to an)' invasion. Equipmcl11
remained the samc for the infantry. although in scvcral provinces border soldicrs wcre
poorly outfitted. Training 'utTcred. although not as badly al\ it \\ould during the latc -llh
and 51h ccnturic\.

Roman infantry 3ufTercd a geneml dccline. At fir.1. Ihey 10M Iheir pi/11m. becoming
Medium Infalllty without mi.'l"ilcs (TS ~). By lhe -lth century. they were Light or
Irregular Infall1ry. Cavalry became stronger, -nlcre were units of Heavy Cavalry (TS 7).
Light Speanncn (TS 3). and hor.-c archers (Light Cavalry \\ ith bows. with a TS of 5. or
6 if Pe.... i:ln or Hunnish compositc bo\\!. \\ ere u~d).

Zama
(Continued)

The rUl(i~ CarthaginulnJ WOl: he~I­

larll 10 lUSisting lhe mcrccnari~~, 'olo ho
had 10 do most of the lighting al~.

Ihere was aclually some fighllng
bct .... ean the mercenaries and lhe
Canh:tlinian infantry ....hen the Roman~
pll~hcd the two lines togethtr The
Car1ha,inian ranks withdrew in confu­
;100, btl Hanni~. by Ihn:aleniqg to CUI
tllcm down wilh his velerlns, forced the
SUI"\I\'ors of the lirst IWO lines 10 reor­
ganue on the wings of his \'dC:lW'iS ..... 00

\Q far had not partM::ipated.
The b:lttle $lopped for some tmlt

.... hllt both Qrmies l'COf'lPnl1I:~d

HannIbal had hoped thaI the Roman;
....ould press 00. allowing his frt~ \'d­
erlln~ 10 aniCk the disorJani*d and
ballle.weary has'ati. but Scipio ordc:~

hl~ army to Slop its :advance and the
R{)/11anJ obeyed (this is proof of the
high tkgree of disc-ipline in lhe Roman
amI): troops who sc:e the enemy rclrt':ll
m dl'>Ol'dcr wlInt to charge. 001 ~lop),

SCIpiO then placed the rear maniple, on
the SIdes of the firsl nutk. e:<lendlllg hl~

froolaif in llIl allemp to outfWnl lhe
Carthaginiltls. Hannibal also e~leodc:d

hiS hll¢. using the urvivon of the linl
two raJlks on the sides,
1~ re-formed lines met agllm and

the fi,hling became fierce. ""hout
clear a4:1\'3tIlage for either side. IIntll the
Roman lind allied ca\'lliry rcll.lllCd 10
the field and feU on the rear' of the
Canhagini:tlls: as at Cannac. lhi" acllon
deCIded the htt!c:. Hannibal·1. arm)
"as roUled and the Canhaginillll gener­
al .....a..~ barely abte 10 flee.

THE



A, CO/lOria/ I..eg~"
(/00 B.C. - 100 A.D.)
De:fnbcd bclov. Ii the TS luc of

3n A\'c:ngc: legion such as C Of

AUIW:lU.\ mlpt tUl\'C had on ttk f.cld.
The~ value bdow 1lSSUfnCS. ~'lOflllt
full SI(ellj;lh. To KJlKSCnl C~IIe$.

desertion!, sid: lrOOpl. eu::••~ ,he
numbds of exh unit by Sd-'

H"~J Cohan: Usually pi- on the
ng.hl flank. thl$ WOlS lI1I: stri",n~ arm of
me legion. 11k' First Cohan \lIE>!­
I)' made up of Creel. lroopffl:. Ulpped
with cl&ainmail Of kgmcnlCd • I
IllfJC: ~Icld. shom\l>ont. I,d ,,,,,,0
jll\'clu\i. 600 (OJd,cn with T5 . Tocal
TS: 4.100.

n.-q M4JDn,J CoIMms; ~ IIde of
\'CIC:~ with shlhlly Ie lfoIinlng.
simillll'ly amted. lndi,'jdual TSj 6. T5:
3.600uch

Snr" A"frogt' Co/torU: Thelbulk o(
the legion. Ind,v,dUlll TS 5. • 3.000
,xh

ColfO/')" The .\~C lei had
only 120 ClwOIlrymcn.1bey we: some·
urnes w\'idcd ,nw two poups IUMd
both f1~l;c They wen dUln. 1ale. or
SClffi9ll~ Irmor. lonl swoms lind
spears.., and ",ere of ~ason«lquallt)'.
Individual TS 6. TS: 720.orIWC""'"
of 360 CIIeh. _

,4,lI.lIlio". SlIn8''', UVnl)-
ron:i&~~ of lvaqC 10 K3.SOOC'd
qUlllit)'. Their number vnric:4. nils
Iqioo h:ld 1.000 IUJlililrirs, U1Ykled
InlO I~ SO().man If'OOP$ 10 eel tht:
legion' n:lnls. In(h~,dulli TS 4. TS:
2.000nch

NflJff/H,. ofTroopJ: 6.110.
TOIJd TS: 37.120.

For the central army and the Praetorian Guard, the period of chaos was somewhat
beneficial. TIle Emperors knew that they depended on the army's goodwill and they
heaped money and favors on i!. When there was not enough money. or when the
Emperor offended the soldiers in some way, a \.fiolent uprising quick.ly overthrew the
current Caesar. and a civil war (hopefully short) followed until a new leader was secure
on the throne. A number of emperors actually started their CllJ"eCrs as common soldiers;
examples include Aurelian. Diocletian. Maximian. Maximinus ·l1trax. Galerius. and
Constantius I.

DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN ARMY
When Constantine became the sole Emperor in 323 A.D.. he started u series of

ch::mges that led to the deteriorntion of the Roman anny. at least in the West ConsLllntine
abandoned Diocletian's defensi\'e policies. depending instead on a large central army
and a weak border defense. Roman infantry. now completely relegated to a supporting
role. lost a good deal of its training and discipline.

TIle legion was reduced in size. from 5.{XX) men 10 1,000. A new type of cavalry
unit. the allxilia po/orini. 500 men strong. was created. These elite cavalry units were
m3de up mainly of Germans. and usually wore metal armor. The legion was now made
up of Light or Irregular Infantry (1'$ 3 or 2): the au:cilia po/Olin; were Heavy or Medium
caV'.dry (1'$ 7 or 5). 1be Troop Quality of the infantry was Average or lower. the caval·
ry was usually Average or beller.

Things became much worse by the end of the 4th century. More and more barbar­
ian troops were incorporated into the Army. Whole tribes were hired and no cffort was
made 10 train them in Roman way. TIle number of Roman·style units became very
scarcc in the West. Eventually, the border troops disappeared. The only true Roman
armies were the cavalry forces. which were made up mainly of foreigners. and remained
near the various capitals. At the baltic of Chalons. the Roman genernl Aetius com­
manded an 1l01lY of Visigoths. Alans. Franks. and Romans; the Roman soldiers made up
les than 25% of the anny.

By this stage. "Roman" amlies were for the most pan Gennan and Hunnish war
bands. with the exception of Eastern troops (use the suns for Late Imperial cavalry and
infantry). The size of the annies involved was also much smaller; the Empire did not

ha\'e the logistics to suppon large forces of men as they tnlveled and fough!. An army
was any unit with more than J.{XX) men.

By the time the last Emperor was deposed in 476 A.D.. there was no Roman anny
except in the Eastern Empire. which would eventually become the Byzantine Empire.

THE ARMY
1be Roman army described below is the one thut came about after the reforms of

Manus (see p. 74) and which. with a few reforms. existed until the changes made by
Constantine in thc 41h century A.D.

ORGANIZATION
The Roman army had a large body of officers. The officers who rose through the

ranks. the highest of which was the centllrion. were the heart of the legions. An experi­
enced. tough corps. the noblemen in charge relied on them 10 get the job done.

Ullits
1be largest unit was the legion. the equivalent of a modem army division. A large

army would consist of several legions and auxiliary units. A legion had between 4.{XX)
and 6.000 men. The legion was itself divided into smaller units. Each legion had ten
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Carrhae,
Cl"lQUS (see p. 49) man:hed I '\Ih an

wmy {f 32.000 infantry and 4.000 cay·
airy 1"fO Parthian lenilory in P B.C.
Opposcna: them was an army r.f only
II.~ 10.000 hone archers asYJ 1.00:>
heavy fayalry, led by lbe~n g~n·
en.! SunnaJ. Crassus marched ~s army
througb the desen. and his thiljSly and
e.\h3u~ed soldiers headed for a n\'er.
At tha~point the Parthians at~ed.

Roman cavalry £aU-leU fonh
.... hlle the I~a:ioa ckploy~. The
Panhlans feigned n:.Iteat. IUfed the
enemy! C<lvalry inlo an .m~h, and
dccrrrnUcd if. Then the~ l/I/Chcrt

~ho ....e~ tbe Romans with ~"'"
hou~. 1'AS5U$ held finn, beli ng thaI
II\( e~my woold e\'entually hausl
their a~. but Surcnll$ had Pf'tl\ 1<Ied
1.000 Is loaded with ~s 10
keep is army weU·supplicil. Th~

Romans itood in the bot SUD whlle
alTO\Oo'~ fell amonlthem. Small de..~per­

ale g~p5 of mrn charged theifcuvalfY
and ....·CfC CUt down. But the art: ry wa~

:,,:rgh 10 ""'ror "'" R i.'" r",·
"ThQ Romans tried w wit ('J.W (0

the fortress of Carrhae. and YO e con·
Mantly' harried by the Parthi 5; the
Roman army became diyidq1. The
small~r portions were destroyj"'" br
one. fi~ by arrows. then by. c arge of
the h~avy cavalry. The s rVI\'Ors

reached CMI1lae, only to discovtr that it
had nd supplies. Sunsuotc as1t thirst
felled lImosl as many Rorrl~ as lhe
enem)J arrows. Finally. I~ main
Roman anny was destroyed pr cap-­
IUm!. rand Crassu.s was killed. Only
10.000' men esca

•

•Dm.'Clion of AltiICk
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100 men wId..

Cohortal Legion
c. 100 B.C. through Imperial Rome

•
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Appro>; 100 )'ds Approll: 80 )'ds 1 Each bloc" rrpMent5 ()rW!• •

• rd
, I[OrorCohorl I I I I I I rohorl. rolnW 100 II\f:n ...Wt-

11)' 6 mero dt'ql ~ len-INn

'I
ran)" WIIJ .. sangii!' Cflliury
Each cohort thus cont.lolrwd

I I I I
J marupld of 2~luries C'..m.

o....gr.lm ~tt~ TN Roorwn \\'",/11,
tod,ted by John W.acl.er. 1987

Sellior Officers
Thc ct't/tllr;ons were somewhal equivalent to modern captains (Rank 3). There were

differenl ranks among centurions. The centurions from thc First Cohon outranked the
rest. and the Senior CClllurion of the First Cohan. the Primus Pi/us, was second·in·
command of the legion in all but n:une. There were six cenlurions in each cohort - one
per century. Thc ccnturions. promoted from among the common soldiers. were the most
knowledgeable officers in the anny. men who had secn combat bolh from thc front line
and as officers.

The lribunes led each cohon. Every legion had six tribunes: fi\'e equires, called
ongllst;c/UI'f! lribunes. and one of patrician rank. called a faliclow!' tribune. The fomlcr
were often young sons of patrician families sen! oul 10 gain mililary experience in rhis
position :lIld. given that they \\'ere lrusled with major commands. often proved the
legion's weak link. Seasoncd centurions wcre on hand lO advise. of course. but a reck­
less or timid young lribunc in command of a cohon or twO could be a major problcm.
The senior or laliclu\'c tribune was older and mare cxpericnced. though he was not a
professional soldier cilher. Officially. he was the legion's sccond·in-collunand.

cohons. which had between 480-600 men. The shields of alllhc men of::l cohon were
painted in One color: this made it easier to organize lhe anny and recognize each cohort.
The cohort ilseffwas divided infO 6 cenruries: a cenrury held befween 80- 100 men. Each
cohan fonned a block in the anny. basically its own liule anny; when deployed. a
cohort was about 100-150 )'ards long and 6 yards wide: the IOO·yard frontage allowed
javelins to be thrown. Some hislOrians think the front expanded to about twice that
lenglh when charging. giving each soldier more spacc on each sidc. but this is hard 10

prove without further cvidencc.

Jllllior Officers
The peny officers of lhe legion were seleclcd from men who had distinguished

themselves for bravery and leadership. The pr;ncipafes were the cquivalenr of corpo­
rals or sergeanls in the modem army (Rank Level I); of cqual rank were the cohort
standard bearers. or s;glllfni. The Opt;o. or "chosen:' was the centurion's immcdiatc
assistant (Rank Level 2 or 3. depending on seniority; there was only one opt;o in a
ccntury).

••••••••••••••••••••••••



Carr/JOe
(Continned)

The dest:n conditions played ~.

Important pan in the defeat, along .... Ilh
the demoraliL;ng ("eel of b<'rng
all:d.~ without being able Ie stnLe
bad. Crassu • grealtst mulllkc .... a' [0
allow his cavalry and infantry 10 be
~P:lr:lled.

,
'I

Pltarsalus
JuhUJ Cae:sar invaded Macedoma In

~g BC. 10 defeat his ri\'I./ Pompeo)
Pompey ~niud lhe danger- of fac­
Ing his enemy 0Cl the: field, dcspllC lhe
(;lC1 thai he tt.d a larger anny. In~le3d.

he Lcpl Caesar bottled up and cuI off
(rom npplleS. At Dyrrachiuln. Pompc)
defe:llcd CaesM's forces and puShed hI'
arm) lnlo the mainland without a hope
of re,~rorttn\enl. Pompey decided It)

.... lut until CKW's annywu weul..cncd;
he: al'>(l WIUl~ Clk'Slll to at'ad...... hllt
Pompey held I strong defensive po!ol­

lion 'Ibe senatorial pany. ho.... c\cr.
pres~u~ Pompey to take the: inillau\c

The Pre/eCi of fhe Cmllp was the sccond-in-comnmlld in all mailers not relaling 10
bailie. This wa:. a centurion promOlcd 10 this position. in charge of the conduct of
Roman camps and fons. Whilc campaigning in hoslile lerritory. his authority wa~ lim·
ited to the provisional camps the legion buill cvery night (~e p. 82). During most of thc
Imperial period. ho\vc\cr, legions wcre pennancntl)' :..tationcd in fortre,'c'.; there. thc
Prefcel had authority second only to th:lI of the legare.

The legmt' was the commanding officer of thc legion. Usually he wa~ from the sen­
atorial ordcr. and already had cxperience as a tribune.

No,,-Combala"IS
Roman annies were ~maller than mO't of their counterparts.

which tr.tvcled with huge retinuc" of camp.followers and e\'cn
thc warriors' families. Romans. on the other hand. liked to

travcl light; the)' did not even have a lot o( pack animal:...
carrying moM of their gear thclllsclve'. Still. even the- Romans were often followed by tr:l\cling merchant~;

Mlmetime.. there werc l'olavc dcalers waiting to make an
~.""><:~~1"..t.':";~ offer on pri!>Ofl(-'rs of I~ ar.

Each legion aho h;ld a number of soldiers charged with spc.."<:i:l.1 dutie... Among them
were doctors and medic,. c1erk~ to handle paperwork and as~ist the governor and Icgate.
court inve<;tigators. enginecn.. cmftsl11en. scribel'o. and prie~t<; to dh inc the omen:... Thc~
men wcre lecfllllcally combat soldier.. and remained Oil tl1c rolts o( dlcir ccnlUric~. bur
lheir uscfulnc<;s in bailie was quc"tionable and they \\ould u!>ually May in their rcar-ech­
cion POSL<; when the anny movcd out. Throughout the Imperial period their number.!
grew until. around 200 A.D.. they made up about Joe;. of the legion. These !ioldier.! were
culled jmmwu':i.

AUXILIARIES
The muilia were non. Roman (roop~ allached to II Romlln army. Thcy inCluded bod­

iC!i of archcrs and slingcrs. lighl infamry. and. mO~1 import:ulIly, c;lvalry. TIle Romans
a~ a people did not have many great hOr.iClllcn. ~ they relied upon (roop" from the
provincc<; (Gauls. Moon.. and Gennans. among OIhc~). At first. lhese troop:.. were under
the command of their own chiefs. bul eventually they were assigned Roman officcrs. As
the Empire subsequently started to crumble. this practice W:h abandoned :lIld :lUxiliary
armies were organil.cd and led by their own chieftain...

THE



Orgallizn/ioll
Auxiliary infantry was organizL"d inlo cohorts of 500-1.000 men. dl\ idcd into six 10

len centuries. Each cohort was its 0" n ann)'. and usually COn'iiSlcd of troops of the <;.arne
nmional origin. Caval!) "as dl' idcd 1010 units called aJa~ (singular ala). also betv.ccn
500 and ).000 men strong. Each ala "~dh ide<! inlo smaller unil.~ called lIlnnat>. "hich
had aOOYl 20-40 men trained 10 "ork In group' of 6-10 men each (a Illmw's sub-Unit i'i
about the right size for a standard PC p3rty).

Officers
Infanlf) cohorts "ere commanded by a prefect orten promolcd from among the

senior centurions of a regular legion. C:walry alae "ere led by a triblme: the t/lml(lt'

"ere commanded by dL'Curion'i (one dccurion per lIIntW. each commanding a unit arlcn
men).

ROMAN TAcncs
By Ju[iu~ Caesar's time. Roman military science W:l\ fully developed. Young

tribunes could study stmlcgy and tactic!'> dcvcloped for each Iype of enemy. whelher
di~rganized hordes of barb;trian!'>. the Macedonian phalanx, or Pnnhian cnvalr)'.
When the legions worked a"> intended, thc)' could facc any anny in the ancient world
(or. for that mailer. any anny before the disco\ery of firearm~) \\ ith a good chance of
succes....

rhe Legion in 'he Field
The cnem). terrain, and goal~oflhe legion dctennini."d hO\\ the amI) \\3,.\ deplo) cd.

When on the defensi\e, the legion could fonn a square. \\ilh lhe cohoru SUrroundlll£
their camp animals and the non-combatanlS. In gencml. the legion Lried 10 sta) on the
otTensivc.

The legions deplo)'ed in Ihn.--c hnes: the fronl line was made up of four cohons. fol­
10\\ cd by 1\\0 lines with three cohon, each. The front line \\ould makc contact \\ilh lhe
enemy, \\ ith the olher t\\O "landing b) to provide ..ucccssivc \\a\e, of auack, plug gap..
or breakthroughs. outflank thc cnem)', or relieve Ihe fiN line \\ hen it"> soldiers becamc
exhausted.

The from four cohons, six mnk.. deep, \\ould advance toward lhe enemy III a slow
pacc. Auxiliary infantry. if any \\';1,,> il":lilablc, M:rccncd lheir frolll and nanks. and pcp.
pcred lhe enemy wilh arrow" and ,ling Slones. As lhe two armie.. drew c1o~r. the :lUX·

iliaric"> would mo\e 10 Ihe \\ ing!'> of the legion.
When Ihe first linc \\il'i about 20 yard.. away from the enemy, Ihey \ollc)ed their

pi/a and "'prcad out with ll\\Ord" drJ\\n (the pi/a volle) wa'i in realit) 1\\0 volle)" one
for each pi/11m the soldieN carried: Ihe second \olle) \\ould fall well \\ithin half·
damage mnge), The second rank \\ould \olle)' in tum and close the gapli opened by the
Y. idenlllg rank">. This meant that before the enem) troops reached the Romans the) had
been hit b) as man)' a" four ja\eltn \'olleys (a tOlal of 1,600 mi ..siles from the four
fronlal cohons). In most case" the cnemy lines \l,ere broken or in disarra) before the
Romans closed grips and staned ~tabbing with their ...honsy.ords. The rear four ranks of
the cohons would then ..tan throy'lIlg missiles O\er their comradcs' heads and inlo Ihe
main bod)' of the enem) troop....

The righl wing of (he legion \\ould tf) to push forward and tum the enem) 's left.
Auxiliary cavalry would allack an) enem) ca\alry and then fallon the rear or the nanks
of the enemy infamry. If the enem) troops y.ere compo">Cd mainly ofcavalry. the legion">
y.ould wait for the charge. vollc)' their javclins. and hold their ground \\ hile allied ca\·
illry !'>Iruck lhe encmy\ side~.

·~.. -

Phorsalus
(Colltillued)

Th was noc a btl risk. hlw.t'\t'r
Pompc)' had an arm) of40.000 infilntr)
:md 'pro CI\"a1ty, a8aJnsr Caco53r'S
22,000 Infantry and 1.000 nUll)
Pompey abandoned his stron. tun po'Il­
lion "nd muched down to 1I1t't'1
C:u~!>3r's lU1ny on a pllin. Cat'~ar

t'\lt'odftJ hi lines by inereasing 1M
\(lace bcl"'t'en the manipks wlIIl hIS
mfantry had the ~3me frontage I....
I>omlX1',. Ilis left nllnk WllS to"t'rW
b) the Enipeu Ri"ff, and he pul hl~

ca\"I1ry 00 his right. Pompey II~ pul
Jill hI) CI''alry on ODe flank. and bthmd
II a 'lrung force oflight missile Infantry
farcbtm and ,lingers); his plan \loall to
roul C~·s ca,-aIry and thefl u~ hi)
Iwro.c*n and mi siles 10 )mil)h
C~I army in the Rank and fur
\lohllt' Pompey" infantry held II m
pl~ Caesar lepllbe ,,wrii In rest"r\e
;and rtaccd SIX eohorls of elite If\lOP'i 10

thl: ngbt and rnr of hi.s Iqions 10 pro­
\ Ide )uppor1 for hi. cavalry.

Pompey' Infantry depfO)ed :and
\loall~ for Caesar's~. Ihrlr mit'
\lo;b to ho'd the enemy, noc desltO) It,

and Pornpq' VfJ,S hopina; that the enem)
\loould become exhausted if it thMJed
lhe \lo lmie distance betv.'ttn the mtllt'S
JnMt'ad of bein, met halfway, ClK"sar's
\ctt'rJIIS realized this and chec~d ttltlr
ChOlr)!.C, advancing at normal pl'I:c untIl
Ihey ..,.ere within ja\'elin ran,e, lind
then llwging.

Tho ca\'ll!ry b':lIde wenl lU Pomp<:)
h.Jd planned - al first. Caesar's c3\'ltlry
\loa.~ mult<!, and the Pompeian' Ihre:u·
cned the inflllltr)'. Al this poInl, ho\o.C\­
cr. thl: six cohorts chltlt<! the t'a\illr)
Cac:\:tf 'e~s overwhclmrd and
rIlUtN them. Then they fcll upon the
dNwganizcd missile Infantl')'. III hu;,h
\loa~ also routed. and finally 'truck
Pompc:) 'slcpons on the flanks and the
rear AI this point Caesar commllled hiS
rr~CIlhltd rant; !be sudden IDnU~ of
freo.h U'OOPS YI3lterM Pompeys front
hnc~. ROd !be iliad:: on the nan
dtmonhzcd the lnI'Iy, which n~

CllCSIt' use of I'C:SCI'\~ fOftc-\ and
lhe trainin, of tUs troops \lo"lS tk dt'cl­
SI\C fX10r in the bank. The 'f'«d and
dclcmVnalton of his six pkl~ cohorts
:dIO\lot'd tUm 10 lurn Pompey"' pl;m\
llgam\t him.

THE EGIO
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lAte Imperial Army
TIt,....... the army orpnuni b)

C(ll'l~llflllJte. y,bdl r'emaJncd In (''I)'

1C'1'lC'C rorlw: lhan 100 yean: in the "('~

txll ""'-ich ""as lhe basis of IhI:
Ii) t.MIane army in the Ea:sacm I:.mplI\:'
De~bed below is • ,mall army l""Ol1­

~mlng 'of 500 e1ilecal-"1Iry ""Ith lhe lUp­
pon o(two '"kJiom.M

ImfNritJl GlIOnilUlits (oui/It, f'C'/(1
tlnI!, Gavalry. 500 5tI'OO1. of Sta'iOl1«l
Oo3111t. IndividuaJ TS 8.4. Theal TS
4.200.

Tw Lqions (Ught Infantryl 1,000
men fIlCh: one unit hu A\CfJ!!-C
QualuY. lhe ocher is Green. Indl\ Idual
TS 1 "" 2.4. Total ST: 3.000 UIl.l 2.400
f'(')p«uvely.

SA.""ish..n: .sao Imn I Igh.
Infantry ....·itb bows. A\~ Quahl)
Indl\ l(klal TS 5. ToW ST 2.500.

"'..mlNr ofTroops: 3,(0),Tut.' 1'$. 12.100.

11lc qKlG .... mtuccd In we from
.1.000 mm 10 1.000. A new CI\-all') unll.
me- polot~ 300 SltOftJ. "'.. CR'alCd
1klc rllte cavab'y UlUl5 wue m;wJt up
of (i(tmans and usually _'O!'t mml
armof The qion now COM.lcd of
u~hl or InquI. Infaouy (TS 3 Of 21.
the pairJtlll1 were Heny or Medium C'.l\'

Ilf) ITS 1 or 5). The Troop QUahl) of
the mfinuy lIi'as A\'\"n~ or !ov.er, the
CiI\-:aI~ ....'U ustWly Avenge or benef

If (he firsl four L"Ohon .. failed [0 push rod. or roul the enemy. I.hc <;ccond Ime of
cohorts \\,ould Join the bailie. lbc shock effect of OJ ne\\, charge \\,ould often break the
larget. and if thaI \\,ere not enough. there \\,ere three more cohon.-; read) for a third
charge. an out nanking maocu\er. or both.

Agalnsl infantf), Ihe Roman fonn:uion could handle many tIme., Ib o\\,n numbers.
Ca\all) charges had a beller chance against the Roman\. but for the masl pan the) \\,ere
not enough. Mounted archers could harass the legion, al a dl,lance \\, ithout ri ... l..mg con­
tact. but b) Ihcm.sches the) could not destro) the legions ('iCC Carrh(l(', sidebar. p. 79).
Guerrilla tactics "ere the onl) "CriOU'i ob...tacle 10 the legions. \\hich \\ere deSigned to
fight m open field....

ROMAN FORTIFICATIONS
The Roman ... \\,cre builder; at hean. and Roman \oldlers \\ere no e'(ceptlon.

Whelher marching through enemy tenilol) or fonifying the frontie~, Roman engineers
crcmed impre5<si\'c fonific:uion ...

Fortified Camps
From Republican timcs to the LaiC Empire. \\hcne\cr a Roman anny marched in

lhe open. it l>C1 a (unified camp around itself e\ef) night. The camp acted as protection
again~t night r.ud\ and made a rail) ing point if the next da) '0; bailie \\CIll again"'l the
legions. Camps \\cre bUIlt according to a preci;;c <;et of m\trucllon,,>. dcpcndlllg on the
.... le of the force, to be camped: there \\as one t)PC of camp for one cohan.•mother I) pe
for OJ legion, anOl.her for 1\\0 legion"> camping at the \a0lC time, ctc. All camJb "'ere
o;quare, surrounded b) a ditch and OJ palisade. ",ith "'3tch to"'ers. The tenl\ "ere ~t in
<;treelS and <;quare\. \\, tlh speCial ~Itions for the omce~, 3nd e\en 3 .'l.3cnficial allar!

Castles alld Fortresses
When fan... "ere I'l.'"<tulred for a prolonged pcnod of IlOlC. Roman, built caslle~

out of stone. 1ltc Imperial policy of border defense lO\plred the conslruction fil"'it
of border fons 3nd Ihen of thc fonified line~ of Hadrian'\; lime. Stone fons
were built along the same hne~ as fonified camp\, but ",cre more
~trongly fortified, with fighting to"cr!i
ilhlcad of ob~rv31ion lowers.



Emperor Hadrian went even further. building several walls along Lhc borders. The
one in Oritain was 120 miles long. 73 of which still survive. Portions were built of stone.
and others of lurf. Towers and gates were spaced e\'ery mile along the walls. TIle Roman
troops were expected to engage the enemy beyond the Wall. and retreat to
it in case of a disaster. South of the wall was a string of forts. holding rnost
of the troops gUarding the fortificntion.

SIEGE WARFARE
What Romans could build. they could also tear down. Roman engi­

neers were experts in siege warfare. Their methods included the use of cat­
apults. baucring rams. moving towers that reached to the top of the target's
walls. and the conslfUction of a fortified line around the besieged castle or
city. isolating it completely (see Heavy U~ap'()"s, p. 44).

THE LIFE OF
THE ROMAN SOLDIER

This section describes the conditions of Roman soldiers from 100 B.C. to 200 A.D.
A member of the legions enrolled to serve for 20 years. almost a lifetime by ancient
standards. During thnt time he Lrnined. marched long distances, and occasionally fought
for his life.

RECRUITMENT
For most of its history, the Roman army was a volunteer organization. At first. all

Roman citi1.ens over the age of 11 were liable for service, but by the tjme of Manus the
amlY was made up moslly of volunteers. Recruitment during the Republican days was
undertaken not by the government but by the commanding officers of the arnlY. A gen·
eml would lmvelto a Roman district or a province where he was known and respected
and would attract young men to his service. in relUrn for the promise of a land grant at
the end of thut service. The Emperor later replaced the generals, offering the same
promise to all soldiers of the Empire.

legionaries were recruited from all the provinces whose inhabitants had been granted
Roman citizenship. By the reign of Augustus this included large sections of Gaul. pain,
Africa. and the East, as well as most of haly. on-eitizens could join the auxiliary forces.

Sometimes slaves tried to join the legions to escape their situation. By the same
loken. provincials tried to falsify papers to pass as citizens, since the pay of legionaries
was higher than that of auxiliary troops. TIle penalty for pretending to be a free citii'.en
included nogging and even death, but many tried anyway (joining the army if not a cit­
izen is a potentially lethal Secret; see p. 36).

A citizen wishing to join the legions had to prove that he was a citii'.en and be fit for
service. Most recruits procured letters of recommendalion from relatives or patrons with
ties to the military. Without such leiters. the applicant might be rejected. This provision
changed as fewer people found it desirnble to join the legions.

The applicant was interviewed and examined, usually in a provincial capital or
major city. Besides detennining his legal status (see above). the recruit was given a
physical ex:un. 11lcre was even a height requirement: the preferred heights were
between 5'8" and 5' 10" (very tall for Romans. giving recl\lits an avernge ST of II to
13). The interviC'A' also inquired about what craft or trade the applicant followed before
trying to join the army. Some professions were considered undesirable (baker. innkeep-­
er. and weaver, for instance). while others would gain some additional consideration.
including blacksmith and huntsman.

AdriQllople
Thl~ Roman disaster CO!oC R the

Ilfc of an Emperor llnd tw b«:n !lC'Cn as
the ~innin, of maJicwl ~are.
Em~ Valens wa.~ ttyln& 10 ~ppres5
1 rampa,e kd by the ducftain
Fntlgt: . At tim he used &~Ia war·
fare 1 ainst the 00lM, .sendi., clire
sq~ of RomlUl inflUltty to ambush
small F"IC$ of Germans It ~I&hl or
whllc l~ were fonaln"lunfor­
tUflat:t1. Vlkns was per$Uaded 0 com­
mil t wholc ef his army to lhe
main hie band

~
omln army. after, lonl

man:h upon the Gochs.~ were
campi S with their flllIDUes in I Wlgon
Clrclc, f\1~ of thl:ir avalry wlf out of
the camp.. ron.in, far I~. The
Gcnnafts tried 10 rqotim fOf peace
while ~ RomanJ dcplo)'ftl dlrtlr lines
Ind FfliSetn sefll out muw:~crs 10

round pp hiS et\lIlry. The talk" did not

last Img.•nd tighting llltl" 1><
Romans "'«C alrady hoi: and lhimy.
and the Gtmwu: ~cd I. sh fire
'h~~ICW $molt:e in the kgl MCS'
fOCC-$. u.dlilll')' archers starkel shooc­
lnl 00W. bm they SOl t~ dose
and 1 'f.'W'tCRItad. threw lJlc $ltlmush­
en batk. di.soralnlzmg Roman lines
ShonlX Ifter thaI, the German 1"\'Illry
amv~and struck the Roman hdr5cmcn
by sU!JKi.sc.. The ROITWI cavu~ broke
and f~, abandoninl the itfantry,
Il.'hk:h ~alcd in disorder.

EmbokIcncd. the Goths cut efT the
RomwllnflUltJy. The Romans roughl
bnJ\·~I~. but ""ere sllughten:d I l:I" SC\"

enl of fighting. EmJlCfOl': Valcnt
died ltl his troops.
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The Last Romoll Armies
By the Sib C~nl\lS)'. lhere .... -as no

"RonunN army_ Almo6C C\'n)' q)ldlCf

.... 00 fwpl for the Empl~ in lhe: "hI.

.... Ili (kmllUl or de5cc:ndcd from
Germans. Ca\-aJry ....'aS the suibng.urn.
and banks _.~ (ought by \'ft> small

ann~1 Be"'"" I • JIO"'cdul Inn) of
cWphtXU MCI bone archers. the best
lbt Ronun5 coukt rlCkt at Lbts lime
Thl\ 11 an aJl<a\'Mry .my. A larre
arm) ~kt ha\"C Uwe or four II mrs "
m;r,n) 1J'Tqular Infantrymen (Grttn
Q!WllJ. IndI\JduaJ TS 1.6). dim.. T5
9,600 to 12.800 to the TS of the arm)
bclo- Noce that • IO.OOQ-liITOng
IqtOOll')' army .iook! bI\'e • ani TS
0(60.000+'

Caltlpltrocu (He); 500 men.
A\eB.-Quabl). Individual TS 7. ToW
TS :\.500.

HorJr A~rs (MC): .500 men.
A\er.lF QuaJlty. IDdi\KluaI TS." Toul
rsUOO.

1.1f;1u Caval" ""'-0 b'OOpI of 500
Ilghl 1atan each. Avenae Quah!)
lool'dJaI TS 3. Total TS 1.500 (';Kh

l'outt«rofTmops; 2.CXKl.
Tm.I75: 10.000

The Romoll Navy
Tho Rorn:ut!l did nor h;l\(' :l n:l\)

unlit lite First Punic: War (~ p -'7J.
The) oopied the duil" of • beached
Canhallnlan ship. and buill 5e\tr.d 8:11.
1c)\ .... ~lle oarsmen tl'lliooJ on dl) hmd
b) rowlnl on lona benches. buly
Ronwl ships wen: muld-dcckW gill.
1(')"\ (quadnremu lind qUinqWfCrI"IC'\1

.... llh II metal ram It the (roPl. A f'IC'\Io

lIl\l:ntlbn. the a)l'\w. was ~ 10
tlk"lf ~hips. The C'On'US ""U I pDilplanl.
eqUipped '" ilh I hool :III Its Mel #\fll:r
F.llllmltlj; an ~my. the Roman ':IIIOf',

druppcd the con'US onto the 1I1111c1.
hnl.rng the 1"''0 shIps Ind IlIlJ~lIlg a
\~lfl toMd.lnllCuon. Roman \/oar-gal­
Icp eamed ITIOI't: mlOncs Iban lhe
CanhatinlM stups. so~ boanhn~\

ended in I Roman \"'or).

Afltr the PunIC Wars. the mnlO
'" '" abandoned. Roman wI" depended
on the.. arullcry (caupl1ts Ind beJlIlI­
tiN'I and their s.tu 8a;Kklthe nU!.\I\C

qurnquimrn. (1St lnack wps (ailed
Ilhumlll\S "'ttt destined (or I*J'Olhn~

mJ C\COf1 mlSSKJld.

Once the recruil passed alilhe resls. he w~ a~signed ro 3 unit given Irmel order..
and a cash advance worth 75 dt!nllrii (bet\\cen 575 and 5300. depending on the lime
period: pay increases usually failed 10 keep up with innation in the Imperial period). He
also look an oath to scl"\e the Empire. From Ihat moment on he was considered to be a
member of the legion... The unit he \\3S aS$igned to was usually severnl days of trJ\e1
away. or even further. Groups of recruits traveling through the countl)side \\ete a com­
mon sight in the Empire (such a group could make up the nucleus of an adventuring

pan»).1be rt-"Cruits \\cre led b) an aml} officcr.
pon amval at their unit. they \\cre fonnall)
enrolled 10 thc legions.

TRAINING
Lcgiomuies followcd a ..Iriet and calculalcd Imining schcdule. ThC) learncd to U"C

thc pi/llln (Spear and Spear Thm\\ 109 !<kill!». Ihe gllllJiIlS (Shon,word skill) and the ~('jl­

Ill'" (Shield ~kill). They practiced \\ilh \\oodcn weapon, dc.. igncd 10 \\cigh twice a'"
much :l~ real equipmcnt In addition 10 weapon pmclice. legionaries c;ltcrciscd by
m;lrching con<;tanlly (sec J-/ikifl:':. p. 36) III full gear - a 6O·1b. load. Swimming. nmning.
and jumping \\cre al,o pan of the Roman cumculum.

The recruits \\ere al-.o drilled in thc finc points of marching in fonnatlon. dre"lIlg
r.mks a~ ordered. and charglllg or OingUlg Plltl in unbon. Drilling \\as comlantlO keep
thc I,Qldicrs' skills honed. While the :Ibihty to lIl'I:lOtly follo\\ orden. W:l!> required. Ihe
Romans did not try 10 'lamp out 111IIlall\C. QUICk-lhmklng tribunes \\on many ooulc..
for the Empire.

Besidcs fighling and ph}'lcal ,kill,. Roman -.oldicn. \\crc trained m fon bulldlllg
("t"C p. 821. Man) Mlldic"" al-.o lcamL'<! an additional emf!. The legions often madc Iheir
O\\n food. conslruction malenal ... and c\c.n "capon... Lllcmte recruils \\lIh 3 talen! for
malhcmatlcs often became the clerk!> and l\.'Cord-kecpcn. of theIr UOlI. Soldicr;; \\ lth skill
in a cmft \\crc M>melimcs gi\cn cxcmptlOns from unplcasant lask, such as Illght \\alch
or lalrine dUl).

During trallling the M>ldien. \\ere also laughlto feel contcmpt for lhelrcnenm:... The
Greeks and ~Iacedonian... \\crc looked do\\n upon becau.-..e of their un\\ield) and "CO"­

ardl) .. phalan~es. Gaul, and Gennan, "cre depicted a!> stupid barbarian.. \\ ho (,.'hargcd
fornaro III dl~aOll..ed kllOls. cas) pre) for:l dl\Ciphned aml). Tougher cncmic, hke
Ihe Parthian, \\cre 001 as cas) to ndlculc.

See p. 38 for legionary IrJ.ining \\nllen up as a martial <;1}le_

THE



DAILY LIFE
While ~lationed al :I pcnn:mcnt ba'\C. most soldiers drilled for a few hou.... each day.

AflCrdrill. legionaries with special assignments were cxcu~d from regular dUlY. During
peacetime. as many 3$ half the effective!> of a unit might be involved in non-military
assignments (!>CC below). Sentries \"cre always po"tcd. al least in theory. During their
free time. soldiers gathered in bath houses. which cxi-.ted in most large military instal­
lations. to lalk and gamble.

Once a week. the soldiers were laken on a 25-mile march into the countryside in full
gcar. During the march. maneuver., ",cre rchcan.ed and a fon WQuld he buill for the night.

Some Mlldicrs \\cre st:lIioncd in provincial cities or wcre assigned non-combalant
task:.. Soldiers in Pellcelime. below. dClail~ some of Ihc.!>C jobs.

DECORATIONS AND PUNISHMENTS
Like modem annics. the legion.. had scycml 3\\ards for valor and cX.lr.lOrdinal)'

service. Thc~ awards "cre given in the (ann of medal ... ceremonial spears. bracelets.
and small golden crowns (corrmllt!). These included the conmll ci\'ica for saving rhe life
of a Roman cili/cn. the ammo \'tIl/mis. given to the linol soldier that entered an enemy's
fonified camp. and the COroll(l muraUs. for being the fin.l o\'cr the wall of an enemy city.
Any of these deCOrJlions will gi\c a soldier a + I Reputation with legion personnel (up
to +4).

Puni..hmcnlli could be \cry har'\h. Beating, .... ere common; centurions camed a
vine-slaff (trcat as a light club) wilh which Ihey h:unmercd at disobedient or clumsy sol·
diers. A soldier or unit convicted of cowardice rccei\'cd culs either in payor spoils. wa...
M:n1cnced 10 spend the night outside thc fonificd camp (all if the rest of Ihe legion were
ashamed of his company). and was given a r.uion of barley bread inSlead of whem.
which was an insult (v. heat was traditionally Ihe food of bmve and disciplined l>Oldiers.
while barlcy v.:l~ u~ually fed to pack animals).

A legion that failed in a l>pectacular way could be disbanded. it~ number stricken
from the roll .... and all its ..oldien. di~harged di:!>honor.lbly. To many. lhill was a punish­
Illent won.c than dcath,

Gro!>~ ncgligencc (falling asleep while on guard duty. for instance) could be pun­
ishable by death. A condcmned legionary was givcn ovcr to the JII5I11ar;//",: he \\a:!>
forced to run between two rank .. of hi.. fellow soldiers. \\ ho beat at him with dub~ until
he died (in GUHPS lenn... the soldier has to nm ..ome 30 yard... v. hi Ie being al13cked
e\er)' second by Id dubs doing Id crushing damage each: hit location i:-. detcrmined
randomly. and the puni ..hment cominue\ until he run.. through or dies). Once in a while.
a soldier ~urvived IhcJIISl//tlrillm: depending on the scvcrity of Ihe offen:!>C. he might be
allov.ed bad. into thc aml)' or di ..honorably di"Chaf£cd. A unit guilly of gros.. coward icc
or in...ubordination wal> decimated: cvcry tenth man in it was killed by beheading.

SOLDIERS IN PEACETIME
A soldier in Ihe heyday of the Empire could actually hope to ...pend hi.. teon of serv­

ice without fighting a single bailie. Evcn in more troubled times a legion stationed in a
peaceful provincc might ~c no more danger than the occa..ional outbreak of banditry or
rioting. Thi:!> wail not to say thai thc .;oldicf'\ were inactive during peacetime.

Soldicrs were assigncd to policc duticl> in pro\ incial Cilic.....afcguarding markets.
apprehending mi:.crcanb. and ....howing the nag:' Patml .. were ~cnt along the road....
watching for bandit!>. prolccting grain shipment.:!>. and csconing vnluable cargoes.
Govcrnors and high officer.. had an cllIoumge of guards. l1lc..scngcn.. clerk:-.. and inve~­

tigatof\ drav.n from thc legions. These position .. v.cre covcted for their high pay. frec·
dom from menial labor. and good carecr pro~pect~.

rhe Roman Navy
(Colllillued)

S,um and soldiers in tllt N:n'}
could be cither citiuns or proVH'lC'ial~.

11lC' pay was not a.~ good as thiu of the
::tntl)', though the Navy accomph..1led
Slmllat tasks. The Roman no.:t effi·
ciently 5UP~ S«l piracy /n lhe
~ledltaTlJfll:an and assisted ill man)
mlillary openttions. inctuding tbe: In\'ll­
sion of Britain.

Lilt all Other aspects of the fmpll'C.
b) the 4th century the Roman ~\ y had
tkC'1I)....-d. PirtllC)' became oom~n OOC~
agam as Roman paltOb became rMCr.
Corrura officials Ic.'t ships rot us they
plundered the budgct. E\·cntually. the
onl) seawonhy Roman ships btlonged
to the wtem Empire.

Other Enemies ofRome

SMtMATIANS
The SarmalillflS OttUpkd path of

ca~'cm Europe aOO what now is RU~la
The) were a nomadic peopte who tr.t\·

etcd on ox-dnt""n cans and fought from
ho~bac". Sllffi\Jtian noblemen lind
lnlgh(j were known for their~lK'Slnan

~lllt-. their long lances. and their scale
armor This was somt!tunes readc of
metal. but more oftcn of bone scale...
'OC.... n o\cr kaltler (PO 3 DR 3.....eight
3O'l hea\'kr than colllparablq he:wy
leatherannor). They also carried boYl ...
~ .... arrior class made up the core of
lhe al1llY tmd may ha\c iadulkd
....Olnc:,.. Legends claim thai felllate
S:arm.llians were expected to fight
belore marrying. and archaeological
dIg_ or Sllrmluian gnl\'CS ha\"e R:\ eated
femak bodi~.s ov,l to weapol\~ and
\UII\ or armor.

11lC bulk oflhe Sarmatian ann) .... as
probably light ca....lry without llIi\~lk

.... C'3pons (base TS 3) of Grecn to
SelL'>OOCd Quality. The ooblefllCn and
rl:lallK:flI .....ilI make up 6d+2~ of tlK:
tOlal numbefll of the army (nol the total
TS): they :ve medium caY.If) \lo uh
COlllp05ilC bows but no stirrups, \lo llh a
base TS of 7 and Sea..soMd or bener
qU3.lIl)',

COI1tinuffl 011 fI~..rt I!!!B!. J
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The Romans met dozens or cultures and races as they expanded over three conli­
nents. The legions raced at different times the Greek phalanx. motlnled Parthian archers.
and chariOl-driving BrilOIll>. Most or the time. the legions prevailed.

Described below and in the sidebars are some of the peoples that battled the
Romans alone point or another.

Afler Ihe soldier's 20 years of service ended. he could leave the army. Many chose
to stay longer. onen serving in position,;; or some responsibility or e\'en rising to com­
mand rank due 10 their experience. Those who left were given a land grant the Sil.e or a
small rarm, or a cash paymcnt or 3.000 scsterces (5750) - enough 10 open a shop. ror
instance. In addition. the soldiers were induced to save a portion or lheir salaries in spc­
ciallegionary-nlll banks. These savings could be substantial. sometimCl> ovcr twicc lhc
retirement payment.

RETIREMENT

The legionaries. whcn nOI im'oh'cd in mili';uy dUlies. ~PCnl a good dcal of lheir lime
engaged in conslruction work. Each legion had an engineer corps that rew cities and
provinces could match: provincial governors used Ihe legionaries to promote
ROlllanization. Soldiers built and repaired the paved roads that linked the Empire. They
also used their skills to erect public buildings such as temples. balhs. and theaters. These
activities helped to justify the expense or lhe Anny. The prO\'inci:ds saw the soldiers as
builders. not invaders. and were impressed by the neally arrJnged roads and huge struc­
tures lhey crealed.

Even with these non-military duties. soldiers had large amounts or free time. Many
spent this time like any other cilizen. going to the rJces or games. or drinking at the local
wine shop. Some of them engaged in diverse schemes to get cash. ranging from pcuy
thievery to extortion. "Protection r.tckeL';;" seem to have been very common in the
provinccs. Some businessmen recorded protection paymenlS in their ledgers as yet
another expense. The New Teswmenl has an admonishment to Christian legionaries.
forbidding this practice.

The centurions were also involved in other duties. In soltle areas a centurion could
be in charge or collecling taxes rrom unrriendly areas. They were used as messengers
belWt.'en governors and OUter mililary <Ind poJirical figures. Some wcre g;\'cn sccrcl
assignments. gathering intelligence or organil.ing coven. opcr:uiol1s (an excellelll plot
for an advenlure).

A soldier could not marry while in the service. but there were ways around this pro­
hibiliotl. Despilc Ihe legal ban on nmrriage. 1113ny legion.aries had inrormal unions with
local women. The Roman authorities tumed a blind eye to these unofficial marriages. ir
only because the soldiers' sons were very likely to join the anny when they grew up. A
soldier's son was usually considered a rull Roman citilen. even when illegitimate. The
soldiers' companions ul>ually lived outside the military installations so they did nOI
interfere with the camp',;; discipline.

THE ENEMIES OF ROME

The Gallis
The Gauh were the Celtic peoples who inhabited what is now France and Nonhem

Italy. They had been at odds with the Romans since 300 B.C.. and were not rully con­
quered untillhe beginning or the Empire. Romans looked down on their culture. bullhe
Gauls had a very sophisticated civilil..1tion only marginally less-developed than the
Republic's (see p. 64).

Tilt: GERMAN TRIBES

There were 50 many different
Gennanic lribes that it is hard lq gener·
ahlC about mem. The carli~1 <:knnao,
encoullIered by the Romant .... ere
cXlrcmely primilh'c. fightin, half·
naled with crude: pellI$ and ~hleld~

and no discipline. Toward the last cen­
turic~ or Roman rule, lhert ""erc
German annies lhal fought 0" ~­
h3ck y.'earing (ul/ armor. and 'iOffiC

~ere led by Roman..educated gtnerals.
Tho early Gennan w~ ~e«:

Light bifanU')' (base TS 3) of Orttn to
Seasoned quality. Ofthcsc. 4d9ftcamcd
bo"'s Uai iog lheirTS 106). There ~(rc

small qroops of ooblC';mcn and rtt:l.mctli
With ~lIC';r armor and ..Jcapons
(Medium InfaOlt)'. TS 4). but they did
001 make up mace than 2d% ofh towl
numbers of the army.

Some tribes fought with very large
lltTtlS $UCh IS heavy axes arid tWO­
handed weapons. These tribesmen
could be ItClttcd as Medium Infantry
e"en i~ lightly anoored: nobktDt'n and
ft:lainert 1ol.'OUld be lhc equi\~knt of
Ilea\'Y Infantry (TS 5).

E:tsacm Gmnans had been 10 con·
tact with Huns. Samuuans. arid other
oomadic tribes. By the 4th and fth cen­
luries there were mounted unitS in their
armlC~, consislina of Liglt and
MedIum Cavllt)' with no 1nlJ>~lle

wellpoP (TS 3 and .5. respetti,e1y).
M{)St Roman caVllt)' durina the late
tmpe£pc:riod "'''ere..recruited almost
e1cl lyJiom - -

i
CtNl,inlH ~l!!K

Other Enemies ofRome
(COfltilJlled)

"RI1~XS

The ethic tribes that I~'cd m
Bntam were ,'cry similar 10 It\f Gauls
In v,capons and tactics (see nuln lex!).
The main difference lay in their lise of
chanou; in combat. an archaic ~('apon

thaI hlld noc ~ used elSC"Nhcre for
('tmunes. British chariots ha\'~ a rose
TS or 45: they carried I Medium
Infarlll'yman with javelins. Most of
their infantry wu Light. T~quahlY
ran l~glU1lU( from Raw 10 Elile.
~ Piets \\'t:~ Ttl orO prlmlll\CS

from the North of Britain \lo 1\0
rcm:llned I Ih~lt 10 R0"fanllC~d

8maln lhrooghoot ilS historj. "They
were Light Infantry and f~g t usmg
gucmlIa l3Clics.



MO'It Gaub \\oore the t..-quI\alcnt of dOlh or leather .tnnor. arn.l hllie el~. On1) the
\\oealth) l.:ould afford a 'ull nf ch.:llnmall In combat. the Gaul, u-.cd S\\orus. 'pear;. and
\hldd... There \\ocre 'tOme 00\\ men among them. 'The Gaul ... fought both on hor.c aoo on
fom. Gallic (.'a\all) \\OI.\> ret.:nllied b) ROIll::m, and Carthaginian, at dlffcrcmtllllC...

Treat 1lI0~t Galllt' fom 'Oldil."l' a... Light InfanU) of Green or A\crnge Quallt). About
Jdl'f- of their numbel' \\0 III he ~lcdlUlll Infantl) of lhe -.ame quaht) 1llc hor.clllcn \\ cre bL'l­
ter 11:1InOO; the) arc lIghl Ca\atl). \\ Ithoul 1ll1"llc \\capon,. of A\crJgc or beller quail I)

Carthage
The IXJ\\crful cily-,I:ltc of C;lrthag", \\alo for a limc Ihe 010"1 d:lIlgcrou, nval uf thc

cxpanding Roman Republic. For mer half a CCllIU!). the Punic \Va~ e,ee p. 47) thrcat­
cncd the c'(i,tcnce of ROllle. B) defeating Carthagc. Romc became lin intcmalion:ll
powcr thaI gte\\ InIO an cmplrc.

The merchanl lord, of Carthage depended for the 1Il0...t pan on lllcrccnaric'\:. Natl\e
Canhaglllian... (.'ould nOI be called 10 anm unle.... Ihc cil) or 11\ IITlmcdlate land.. \\ere
Ihre:uencd. The mcrcenane\ \\cre hired from Nonh Africa, Gaul. Spalll. and Numidia.
Their national ongln" dclcnmncd Ihe t)PC" of troop.. thai made up the arm~. Natl\c
Carthaginian officers \\crc u\uall) In command. although Carthagc \\a.\ not abme hlr·
Ing c'(trJordin:tr) foreign gcnerah III tllllC of need.

The Nonh African infantl') \\a, made up of men of Phoemcian and Llb)an extrac­
tion It foughl III 3 phalan", (i\(."C lhe Gn.--cJ..,. belo\\: U\C thelrde'Cnption and TS \alucl.
Gauh and Spamards also pro\ Ided h.:a\) lIlfamry and (.'a\alf) men. amlCd \\ Ilh medium
annor amI \\\ord,;; fb<bc Infalllf) TS 4. ba.-.e (.'3\all') TS 5). 1llc Gaul, al'O had c;nal!)
unll .. (\CC aoo\c for a dc<;cnpllon of thc GalliC' annie,). 'The Spalll\h ~Idicr!i \\cre
rcno\\ ncd for their bra\cl') Ojnd endurJnce: lreat them a... ~ledlUm Infanlf) of Seasoned
or hIgher qual II). Numidlan Iighl IIlfantf) u~--d "'pear and \hleld. Yo uh conlingcnls of
3rthcr. crs \alue: ~ or 5). NUlllldl;lIl ca\all') \\Ob light and high I) mobile (TS \aluc )).

The Canhagilll3n .. 31\0 u-.cd c1ephalll.\. wlIh Ihe follo\\ IIlg g:llnc 'Ial~. Unr E/t"I,hlltll
(WE): A ,mgle hea\ il) -annored. b:lItle-tr.lined elephant :lIld ih tr.llller. Some WE call
carry up 10 four ;Irchcf' in "ba...kcI'" add the appropriate TS v:lluc. TS \alue 250.

HO/lTHCOTT U

Other Ellemies of ROllle
(Conti"ued)

TIn. Huss
'Thcl ~luns ~~ sttppe nomad... ~ 1'1.1

'>Ianni pushing InlO Europt: b) ..&()()

A D EWn bdOC'e thai. the IIUM forced
the Cicrnwls ~'esI, InsupunJ the fi~1

Gcrm;m r.udmg of Roman land.. The
Ilum ~erc bdic\'cd 10 be the orr~rnn~

01 \lo IIChes and demons; many prc3Ch.
cr... !.::l,lIcd lhem the harbin4er\ or
AnJtJl,:cddon. and the deslOlClJpn Ihe)
hruugl-. about seemed 10 provc II The)
~ere considered a thrut b:. DoIII
l(olllJns and Goths. who e\enlu;t!l)
J<lInctl fon:n 10 defcal them.

'ThclilunsW~ horKmen ~bo \~nl

IllO\l ('I their 11\'C5 in the satklk It"
bt'hc\od ttw they ~~ amonJ the fi~

Jl«'rlc to usc sunups••hKII t'fUlblcd
them WI shoot RICft KCUBtd) from
hur\Cbacl.~ schobl'1 ~ dJlm
thai tht Huns did not ha\'e SIUlUp'.
ht"MC\tT. so II iJ up 10 the OM ID deter­
nllne .. btlhtT the SCt'ppe batNniUl\

u""d them or DOl. Their ,nmU)
~capotl .....as the rcatf'\'C'd C'OnIJlO'>lte
bovo. kli !hey abo used lIMos. "pt'at'>.

~ \,Jbcrs. They ...~ Itabt!y armored.
\/Itlh IauhcT and hide (trea! as Llghl or
\Icol.hum Leather armor).



Olher Ellemies ofRome
(Contillued)

Thllir tactics wcre simpl~ but cffe:c.··
11\(' ",ains! an infl1nlry (ormation. the
Huns ttrtd arrows (ront a diS!llI1L:c unlll
their cnemiu broke.ll1Id then nto\ed In

to NUllhe troops with spc:ar and sword
Agl1lOliI heavy cavalry. lhey ktpt their
dml1fll;C, conttnt with plyinl: thelf

(J(f\C·....aries with 3fTOW.s and 1l\'Oldm,gll
head-on clash.

M«tieval writCf5 c1ailMd thaI the
Ilun_ tra\'ded in huge hordes ~urnbc.'r.

109 :L'o many as half I million WMflOf).

In (act, most lIuo war-bands had :t

lhou~llnd 01'" (ewer fighters. llltlf "uc­
CC\S Ill'as due primarily to the fuet thai
the Roman and Qmnan armies 0ppos­
109 them were disorganized and umhs·
clphncU. They wuuld not hllYe bc:l:n ~
~lK'Cc\s(ul agninsl ~prrienccd Roman
scocnds like Augustus or HadrUtn

In iddition to the mnk Hlln", ItIt'
arrnli" of Alula and other "('ppe
lO\'3dl:fS oflcn had COOlillicnu of OIht'r
r.acc:" SamulianJ. Genn:lns. ll8d C\I:O
renegade Romans could be found In

then ranks. 1lle)' often adopCcd theIr
nUlSler" .... eapons. but also (OUlht .... lIh
tlle"f ()'Wn. Sarmatians and Oennllm
l40uld thus 11\(' thle Huns Il hc:;r,) {'a\­
air) c(>mpollCnI. and R0m3n rlllghr
h:I\t' helped thc.m with sicg~ equip'
mcnt

Some historians c:I:lim thai b~ the
till\(" the Huns had reached the EmpIre.
ell\alry was only II minority Of theIr
ron:e. tbc e\ idence roc this liet- In the
ract that these: mvaders had 5CStlcd In

liungary for !ie\era! yun. and there
\Imply ....'ll. not enough pasture to r:l.Il.C

hor\c~ fot the whole army. If the GM
'" 'dle\ 10 accept Ihis throty. redoce the
proportion of mounted Iluns 10 the
ann)' t~ 6d1l> or the totlll anny numher~

(not TS), OthelWi~. the ..... hale: lIun
anny If mounted.

The a\'erage lIun is • Light Ca\ i111)
soldll:r with II composite bow (tl.1~ TS
6. 7 If the GM decides lhe Hun~ had
\llnups). They rought and pillatcd fre·
quently: a\e:rag~ Troop QUIIIlY IS

SU\oned. with sub-units of Crad.
quaht)'.

Onlf:RS
Rome had ie"eml other tneml~\

1I.'100n!\h and Berber tribesmen in Nonh
I\rnea were Light Cavalry with jn\rho\
(TS -I). Jewish rebels were Li&ht and
Medium Infllmry (TS 34). Treat
l'(:ro;lan forces like Parthian n,all).
and 1)~ian5 like-Gcnrnms._wilb allied
Sannanail uoops.

Using elephants is always risky. however. Elephants' morale cannot be higher than
13. regardlcs~ of their quality. Furthennore. if the opposing forces try to spook lhe elc­
phants (Ihis must be a direct order from the opposing forces' commander) by u~ing mi<;;­
sile weapons againlol Ihcm. each elephant in lhe unit muSI make a Momle roll at -3. If
Ihey faillhe roll by 3 or Ics... they leave the banlefield (their TS i.. subtrJcled from Ihc
unil's value); if Ihey fuil lht:' roll by ..J or more. rhe elephants go bcl'M:rk and charge
against lheir o.....n lines! In lhal ca~. increase the opposing forcc's TS accordingly.

The Greeks
When Ihe Roftluns fr,..r mellhe Grech on die ba/llefrcld. the armic... Ihey faced \\ ere

derived from the ancietll Greek phalanx with improvements by Ihe Macedonians. The
Greek cily-states werc grouped under very loose alliances. exccpt for somc powerful
Macedonian kingdom". Their disunity made them an casy targel.

The Greek ... like lhe Roman... fought mainly on fool. Their primary unit was thc
IJIUlllIfLf. a -.quare of infantry amled with long spears. Each soldier wore body annor
(Ihilo could range from hcavy leather to bronze breaslplale.. and greave~: mctal helmets
were al .....ays WOOl). a round shield. and a spear. Thc Greek spear was originally 7 or 8
fecI long: Ihe Macedonian s(Jri.~S(J ranged from 14 to 21 feel in Icngth. On Icvcl ground.
Ihe phalanx wa.. an inu1\ov:lble force. The forc~t of :'PC:I~ was proof :lgainsl cavalry
charges. while 1110SI infantry WUl> too disorganllcd 10 battlc II.

Againsilhe phalanx. Ihc Romans used lhcir flexiblc Icgions (0 mancuvcr more ea.<;­
ily. At Ihe baule of C)'lloscephalae. thc Roman.. aHacked a ph:tlanx from the rcar. The
Greck soldien: were unable to !Urn ranks quickly: they could either drop Iheir spears and
face lhe Romans unarmed or hold on lind ofTer lhcir b:ICk.. 10 the Roman glad;/Is. The
phalanx walo massacrcd.

Macedonian cavalry wore broll7e b<xIy annor and u~ed spca~. Treat it a, Heavy
Cavalry wifhouf ,rirrup~ (base TS 7). By Roman limes fhe Mncedotli,1n c.walr)' ",,1.\ only
a small pan of the anny (V, of total Troop Slrenglh).

A phalanx ~oldier w:b eithcr Heavy or Mcdium infantry (ba~ TS 4 or 5): lhey are
lfCaled a~ pikemen to neulmli,c cavalry superiority. Surprise attacks on a phalanx are
more dis,blrou~ rhan /lOmla!: incrc,lse all pcnallie<; rc<;ulting from a surprise arlack by I.

PllrthillllS
The Parthian kingdom (sec p. 69) became alhom in Rome's side during Ihe L.1Ic

Republic. nnd conlinucd 10 be a thrcal 10 lhe Easlcm provinces untillhc Persian Empire
ab...orbcd il in 227 A.D.

The Parthlans foughl primanly on horseback. ~hich gavc thcm a greal :tch'antagc
again"t the legion~. The bllik of their army was madc up of lightly-annored cavalry
archcr. u\ing cOlllpo~ile bows. Elite unils of noblemen used both bows and lallces. and
wore \Calc amlor. u<;ually gilded: they wcre u<>cd as shock troop~. Againsl infantry. the
archers would approach and lire from a "!ationary po\ition. The archers were kcpt sup­
plied by arro~-Iaden camcb. When the targeb tried to charge lhcm. the Panhians rode
away. On many occ~ion~. thi.. false relre.1l ~ould lure small groups of infantry or cav­
alry away from the proleclion of the main body where they could be dcslmyed 31 Ici~ure.

Eventually. lhe elite hea\ y cavalry would ~wecp down with lance.. and sword<;. Thc
Roman legion could normally hold ils ground against Ihe Parthian charge. bul if sever­
al hours of archery volleys had preccdcd il. the Romans might be too tircd and demor­
alized 10 re..isl.

The aver.lge Parthian archer was Lighl Cavalry Wilh:1 compositc bow. u<;ing no "tir­
rup~ (base TS 6). of Green to Se~ollcd quality. The Parthian elite wns made up of
Mcdium Cavalry with composite oo\\S (ba.o;;e TS 1) of Scasoned 10 Crack Quality.
Panhi,m elile cavalry will ne\'cr make up marc than !4 of rhe amly's 100ai Troop
Strength.

THE LEGIO S=~~~~~



The aspect of Roman culture that inspires the most
fascination - and revulsion - is the arena games. Rome
was almost unique in its use of murderous sports as
entertainment on such a large, public scale. Men and
animals fought and died by the thousands to satisfy
bloodthirsty spectators.
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Combat i" tile
Colosseum

Tho Aavian Amptutheater 'Us one
of Ike &nndest ~(hflttS of ;U'K'lcnl
Rome. seeA~iOfts. p. 96. (Of a
dncnpoon of the olicnJl building: It
....-a,\ JUst as mten:sun, II place to fight In
il!i 10 \ kn. A chapmI 01 the ColJ.o;<;cum
IS JlrD\kkd on p. 93.

The~ floor was aD 010.... 9S b)
60 )-anls 0\'eBU. II COI!S'.sted pC Qnd
0\« wood pbnltn&. probably "'1m a
thm b)er of beIIcn earth !:Jr'.... ttn
With wnstanl mamten:ancc bt'11IlC'Cn

0C1!i. the sand ptO\'dtd~ fOOting no
TTWlcr how much !Mood had spIed (';IS'

It" In the da)'.
Tho floor's penmetcr ....'a$ • In(!;r;!

Fling about 4 yards "'KIt. mlallJed 10
prol«ttbe audtence from the rcronoo~

bc:~1S oflen featured In the sp«1X1o
A gladiator fjpun, from upon t)m
gr:allng would be at -4 for bad (()O(lng
Bad:u'l onlO II 'ilo1)U1d fine m.:julrr an
IQ mil (co remember II' lbeR) then a
OX reil (10 rcta!n one's bal:vx-cl 10
lWOld falhn, down. l...eadt11l an ""Ul\al
upon this lJ1lIlJn. would ~1I'((' an
Ammal Ilandlln" RKhnl. Of Ttamstt'T
rollal -3: once on the I"llm.lhe ani­
mal .....ould t!a\'e to m:lke. OX ~II nch
lum 10 retain Its (OOlinll.

IJcyond the ",.lInS was 11 wall.
about 4 yards hiBb. On lop orlb,s .... all
.\IiI lhq privileged few In their "nng·
)Ide:" .seatS of mllftlc. To keep (rcnll(:d
ammals, or Sladiau:lfS. from hamllng,"'"tllrS of the community, arche~
Il.ere led 00 top of the W311, "~ Il.ell.

On inally. the Coloswum'J, ~na
noor could be noodcd in order III prt',.

t'nc mInIature nlVllI 5p('CtllC"ks, Thc'C:
t'\ent~ varied quile a bit. Any of the
",It's fOf fighung In water from p 891
and p 8107 could a.pply. Mimature
stllp!i ""ere onen U5Cd. some of tht'm
proMbly 50 snull that they 11\-( a bad·
footing prnah)' of up 10·' - but 1ft the'
NI\31 FighllnllpCtiahuoon on p .\8
OIher ewou featured 1r1lfIClai hla.nds.
upon .. tuch filhun, mllhl tilt' no
l'J't'lUlIy (unku the surfaces Ili.:re ,t'f')

s!orN).

The games were not as O\CN helmingly popular as thcir shecr scale would indicate.
More Roman citizen~ altendcd plays and othcr less violent spectacles than gladiatorial
contcsls. and chariot rJces had a much larger audience. Many leading Roman thinken.
had criticiLed blood spons since their inception.

Still. thc gamcs "cre a pan of Roman life. Their popularity cbbed and nowed as
Roman socicty changed. and at their zentth the games "ere \cry popular indeed. Some
Roman authors argued that" itnessing the Gamc'!l carnage was just the thing for build­
ing a proper Roman citizen!

This chaJ>(er deals "ith gladiatorial combat. "herc trained "amon. faced each
other. arena baule'i "here men fought 301mal.. or animals foughl one another. and char­
iot races. a less \iolent but still dangerous speclator "pon.

ARENA COMBAT
"We "00 are about to die 'Ululc thee:' That wa.s the phr3.'>C gladiators "ould repeat

10 the Emperor or the sponsor of the gamc. The arena "as a dangerous. cruel place. and
those "00 entered had a good chance of not Ica\ Ing ah\e. Still. there was much more to
the experiences of the gladiatOf"i !.han the bouts of fighting in the Colosseum (see side­
bar. p. 93). A campaign based 3rotJnd the men and "omen" 00 bauled in the arena need
IlOl be mindless hack and slash. but can be full of ad\enture. IOtrigue. and rolepla)ing.

HISTORY OF THE GAMES
TIle origins of the games go back 10 Etru"Can tlllleS (see p. 46). and ancient religious

customs. As pan of the funeral riles of chlcflalOc.: and noblemen, men "ere sacrificcd
o\er the lomb by ha\lOg them fight each other to the dealh. This tr3dition either con·
tinued through the time of the Republic or "a!) re\hed wHhin it: fights "ere staged at
the funerals of sc\cml prominent Romans. the earlie'it kno"n Roman example taking
place in 264 B.C.

In time. Ihe combals Maned 10'iing their reltglou~ significance and became nearly
pure entenainl1lcnt (allhough rehgion was often Mill u'iCd a.', a pretexi for staging the
game'i throughout their hislory). TIle funeml "",a\ an excu!\.C for the fights: in wme cases
the honoree had been dead for years before the "celcbmlion:' Eventually. gladiatorial
baltl~ wcre organilcd without any relation to funer-Jls. At first the games were privllte
events held on noblemcn\ e!llalC~. Men and animals fought before patrician familie ...
Long before Julius C<tesar'c.: timc. however. the games had become a public spectacle.
held a~ pan of thc celcbmtions thai triumphant generab gave in thc city or funded by
politician~ seeking votes. (Whether in dista!llc for the farc or Ihe polilical gamesman­
ship. in 63 B.C. the Senate outla"cd running for office for two years after financing a
gladiatorial show.) Thc firsl amphithcatcN. Ihc largc circular building.. con<;tructcd
specifically for arena combal. "cre built during Cacsar's limc.

During the late Republic. Ihe games "cre organi/.ed and OWnt.."d by pri\atc individ­
uals. Gladialor companics "cre owned by rich magnates. not unlike modem football
teams. Combalanls "ere asset.. to the company. both as a source of prestige and as exira
muscle that could be used at "III. Dunng the turbulent lasl centuries of !he Republic.
<;treet gangs composed exclu'ii\cl) of gladiator... pla)ed an important role.

Because of the potenlial danger a largc number of trained fighters represenled
(Spartacus' rebellion was the most glaring example: "CC sidebar. p. 94). the go\cmmcnt
was impelled 10 control the games. This procc..s "as complcted by the time of lhe
Empire.

The games reached the height of thetr populant) dunng the Imperial period. $e\'cral
Empero~ "ere notorious ranatics for gladlatonal comb3l. some going so far as 10 panic­
ipate in the e\·cnlS. The l:ugcst arenas "ere built dunng this time. All gladialln "cre con­
trolled by imperial magistratcs. "00 look o\er the tradItional rolcs of the rich ponscn.
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As Roman socict)' deca)ed during lhc Late Empire. oppo'iltion to the game..
increased. The Stoic empel'OfS v.cre !he first to curb !heir abu~ . Iladnan forbade forc­
ing sla\cs mto gladiatorial senice. and TraJan and 1arcus Aurelius emphasized/aux
combat

The v.ldcspread adoptIon of OInSllumty further impacted gla(hatonal conte......
SlncC blood sports v. ere COflIt31)' to Chrislian ethics.11lc fact that man) early Chosllnn
martyrS had met their ends m the arena aJ~ did 00( endear lhc gal1"leS to t~m. Emperor
Constantlf~ (set p. 59) QUlla",ed arena games in 325 A D, due to the lobb) mg uf
ChrislJan morulists. This prohibition was IOclTecti\'C. OOv.e\cr. and .... a.,\ 'loeldom. If e\er.
enforced In 392. St Almachius. a mon.... rushed into lhe arena to pre\Cnllhe fighL.... and
..as "'Illed b) an angry gladiator He v.as the last ChnSlltm 10 die m the arena. 11m
marks the tradlllonal end of the games: Ihe mon).,·s martyrdom m'pued enough outmgc
10 enforce the laws. Hov.e\cr. records !>1111 shov. fights bctv.een men and ammal!> as lale
as 498 A.D.. and of animals ag:unst animal!> in 523 A.D.. long after the end of the
Westcrn Roman Empire. In the Eastern Empire. great .!lpectnclcs re-.embhng the game,
femuring hON:manship and martial prov.'css eOlHinucd for many morc ecntune' '>1111. It
...ould not take much of a streich of the imagination to assume thnt the more grim btl'l­
ne......... of combats to the dealh also conlmucd m out-of-the-way localclt.

THE GLADIATORS
Man) kmds of men (and \l,omen) entered the arena. Captured ~:m!>. ,1:t\C'.

and cnmmal.. often fought Side b) !;Ide \l, Ith )'oung noblemen. fom~r soldiers. and thnll
scclcro;; Some \l,cre helple..s \·ietllllS v.ho oc\-er had a chance 10 ~ut'\l\C. v.hlle othc.....
enJO)cd long. prosperou h\e5 and bec3n~ legends In their O\\n WIleS_ If 3 contender
\\as lucky. he had a life outside the arena; if he was skilled. he might return to II

COlllbat il/ 'lte
ColosseulII
(Conlinll~d)

The Co&os.W'WD·) U\-a1 rtallltC "'~

1.11..... ftl1lO\cd. and~ .. lIti an
unlkrpound ",~n of QOf'IC nlt~.

~'lI".IJC roonn. ramp&. MId holM" lbt
",.-..ld f100r - "'tid could be rrnltl\f'd
In the lb)s of 1UI\'l11 oommlOO"
M,:;unt a pml'W'It'nt fhlutt: oJdkd
"'llh trap doors. some of "'tllch "'trt'

It!) Iltle :tnd Ial 10 Ionl r,lInp'
l"'Uoo.:hlnl \urpn~ rrom lhar.c' trap
(k"l" (a~ dunng the tiger-<nh.In('cd
duel III GI(M/illlor). Of" ~Im~)' te..., mit
1"Iflt' (lr lhe<i.t: doori oprn.. could ..!'til
duurn rl'" the unv.-ary .ladl;llor

\t-.. ...Id • fiam bqln or \(lIncht_
'flI1I lT~O thiS ulMklpound 'Il,orU IYKN.

'II Ih(' ~e\u)'~ Itadln. III lhe
f.lm(l' and deuton votJUld be \t'1)' MI"

n"'" I )ud "'de -- to prn~llnlrNh
Inom tumlfl, Nc.l around. 1llor1 "'uuliJ
.11"", toe 11"" dad unleu Ow: trap do.1l,W
u"nilc'ad "',".n or. wn:b hi tlC'arb)

-- --.
-

·)I\Y. .--

-.
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Other Gladiator Vellues
~ R.... llln Amphlthealer, or

C~m. nuy ha\~ been the premier
place (Of • clad,.tor 10 make hl5 1\lUM.

but II eM not optn 1111 80 AD OdOR
llltn. and outSide Rome, I dlatotS
fought under many different c~iI,ons.

The tatlie.sl .Iadillorl pfobably
(OUIIIl m the .udens of pnvawl home5
Of allqrnb StleJ ouuMle of ci~~ I par­
Iiculu!>, Il.'cll· locked gardc.1 could
pnoscnl all sonJ of Iwatds llfld mpcch.
menlS 'to ';SIOIl. R!Sulling In • son of
C'll'~-~\"Wiant of the h'.btlonaJ
combat. In neither case ....wld ~re be
any special arran,C'lMnlS for c~her the
aladJllOrJ or the SfNlI. se.1ea ~p of
spcctalpfJ. MO$l hltly the (01)' thine
procccuna the \pCCUtors from * glad.
laton... an IlI'mtd KCUnI)' forte:. pos­
IIbl)' ~iStlfIJ of otht:r gll.maUn.

B)'~ end of the Repubhc I portion
of the CII'CUS Maximus .....as In regular
usc as the 5CC'nt of public~ The
grourK\ throughout the Circus "'1lS par­
llcular" soft and S\l<11lnpy.....had! could
make I crucial dtffuence In matcllups
{catunN bont:s Of trampltna~. In
" ~.. Pompey cncil't'led ~ arca
.... Ith i bats to procKI the public from
the "p&nlJ.ThebarsonJYM'f'cdto
hel,hten the reput&l1Ofl of C~l.$ In

theRo~ eyes (see p. 94) ....a"'~.
aI of the beasts buckled 1M In 46
BC. J,hus c.eut enJatBled th IJ'\':na
and slfTOUndtd it With a ",,-.ttr·tillled
moo"

In lhleir Impenal heyc:by - :IS tl)(

lalnCi pined ludlCnttS thtoup,ut the
cmplfC - amptuthealCl"S bl.1I11 abIg the
hnes cf the nllo'lUS Amphilhef,cr bul
on I slUlkr JCak spntn& up...woo lhle
Mtdllm'anCaA. 1be 1'Cf23e "~kM'Ual"

amphll~alermighl hold 2O.000spccla·
tors a¥ fealure an 0\'81 arc:na floor
some: 60 ),.rds by 36 yards Those In

POO"'I~PW:would suI! be made of
wood bul sec p. 96). MIUIY of these
provincial vcnues fealured ~ many
hidden trap doon. 5«R1 mrnps. and IhIe
h"e IS the A3\'lan Amptlll~~ Itself.

A few amphltheatcrs. call'1d nou­
/I1Ochil! • .... ere buill solely fOf naUllCal
cornbaJi. In 2 BC. AuJUS' buil a nou·
mochid .....Ith tnple the area of the
A'IVIU Amphlthclller (though ILkl)' II
was far leu grand 0\·cnJ.1). h~ "lake"
fCalurm an artiticial island, ttllckcu..
and ganknl. On atiplina SUtfaa )Q

Illrgc (rouply 150 )'ants anM1d). liS
just feaSible lhal dedicated nawllUdl/(l
gladiators migh! nMJ Bolting skIll
S.....II~~ wn loI.ouId ll1mow c.crt,IUnl)'
rome in h..,ndy: at wme: potnt.

A gladiator's expcclations of his occupalion depended mainly on his origins. There
were four wa),s in which someone could find him.sc:lf fighting for his life before an audio
ence. The lowest class of gladi'llOfS consisted of criminals condemned to death. Mostly
they were thrown unnnned or with light wcapons against lmincd gladialors or wild
beaslS. Gladiatorial recruiters went over lhe lislS ofcondemned men and women search­
ing for good sUbjcclS. Since lhe)' received no lraining. many did nOl consider lhem to be
gladiators. merely victims.

Minor criminals were recruiled. They usually had to choose their punishment: in Ihe
mines. dcponalion. or becoming gladi.uors. A large percentage chose the games over
working in the mines: conditions lhere were much worse, These gladiators would sef"e
for three years and assist as teachers for lWO. becoming freedmen in five years.

Purchased slaves became gladjalors under similar conditions. Many of them were
war prisoners whose exotic fealures or skills were sought after by arena coordin3l0rs.
Some of these barbarian.; refused 10 fighl for the enlenainmcnl of lheir captors. and
killed themseh'es before lhe event Others tried 10 revolt. or 10 stoml !he walls of the
amphitheater. which amounted 10 suicide as well. 1lle only successful gladiulor insur.
rection was led by the Thracian gladi3lor Spanacus (see sidcbar. p. 9-l).

The last group were free cilil..ens of all classes. including young noblemen. Most
,-"ere volunteers. but others were coerced inlo becoming gladialors by powerful palrons
or enemies. or to expiate offenses. For instance. several Emperors ordered underlings
who had annoyed them into the arena. Free men were paid a large amount of moRCY
upon joining (from 5500 10 52.000) and if victorious received a prize purse. After serv­
ing the fulltcnn. many re·enlisted. receiving e\'cn more moncy (a trained. blooded glnd­
ialor commanded a higher pri7..e).

Sevcral of the volunteer glndialors joined nOl for the money bul for the glory and
adventure. Hot-headed youths from nil classes often became gladialors despile lhe
social stigma associaled with arena sportS (gladialors of all origins were considered
slaves in the social order).

Members of prominenl families solllelime.~ hid Iheir idenlilies under masks or
closed helmelS 10 prevent scandal. At sc\crnl times during the Imperial Period. noble­
men were forbidden to panicipale or were limited to entering less violent contests where
fighlS were not 10 the death. In some cases. lhe odds wcre grossly weighled in the aris·
locral's favor.

At first. women fought only during the "light entenainment" ponion of the e\'cnts
- bloodless duels to draw laughter from the audience. They were allowed 10 directl)' par­
ticipale in the games during Nero's reign (54 A.D.) but were outla,-"ed by 200 A.D.

Gladiator Classes
By the height of the games. gladiators ,-"ere divided into different classes (for

descriptions of the best·lc.nown classes. see sidebar. p. 95. and for manial ans styles for
some of the more common classes. see p. 38). Each class received different weapon
training and foughl different types of fighters. There were as many as 16 different fight·
ing fonns taughl in gladialorial schools. Each fonn used its own dislinctive equipment.

Connoisseurs often met :11 bars to discuss the relalive merilS of each class. Long dis­
cussions ensued as to whether large-shield men (sculOri) were superior to small-shield
men (pamJUlan). A Roman could de\'clop lhe Odious Personal Habit of launching him­
self into a tirade on the subject.

Equipment types and physical abilities were the main distinguio;;hing feature. 11le
reliarills. for instance. wore no body annor and was amled with a lrident. a net, and a
dagger. R~liarii ,-"ere chosen for their speed rather than strength. 'They were often pitied
against heavily armored opponenlS. usually lhe mimlillo who .... ore a helmet .....ith a fish
design. a large shield. copper or leather vambraces on the slrong ann. and a long sword.

:tHE GAM}i



A GLADIATOR'S LIFE

CtoD-Hction

-Top ""'r

Extracurricular
Activities

Obdiaton dtd nell lUy IftAdt lhol
Nrncb. bul had aD acmc W"c ouuWe
tbl:m. Many mamed and RIiCd (urn·

la dur!.Qa tbe1r tune of JmoK.'e. 0Ilbm
'" eft ton&CDC "lIti scduc'IDI "'"OfIICn

(rom all soaal SUlIODS.
Thci (croak~ of JladIaton..

called btdlG, "'.ere:~ 1'" ""
MmC llliJotuft; ol COnfCmJlC and "Ina­

uon en In the 1920s 10 Pfl~m'
molb.!"- common ICaDdaklu.s ilk "'"U

the of the opulenl notNc...-oman
NMln, ......y WIlli a (amous Ibdillor.
10 the lkhpi of lhe publIC, As 100. IU
ttIcy lid not alllXt Wldue .Icnuon
from tte Ionbla or Impmal aUlhomies
(I c.. ~y ICllin. cAU.hl in a cnme).
Iladllllllr1 coukl cnp&c in al~ 0(
K1IHIP. Tbc:secoukl ranee: Ii I"Klt­
In. atW tales In achanp Ii dow
or I11Ofq' 10 hlnn, CUi at • (coon.
ICae-her. bod)Juard. or cllforttr
Gladlaton "'ere: SOIne$ura f\1rtd 10
tCKh Iq.Mx\aries about auem'ia fiaht·
Ifl' ocher dan)' tne:b.

Upen COIIIpktlQalulltrrD. .,ladJa­
ICI" coUld neJOU'l or~. Rck_ (rom
~1CCl "''U usually pM of dE: wma
elo'mlS (1ft; P. 101). ~bn)- lUycd I.
iiCt\lCO (or dcc:ada. Tomb IMCnpUOM

show ~ .IadI:uon rompdu,. In
more tUa JO M'mI c:vcnb. neprcscntull
a e:atrt:r 'fJUtWl. ow:r twO deades..
Upon fcunel1'ln1l. ,ladllton often Iud
cnou money 10 open a NnaII ~Solneu
(bar ncrstup "'•• commoa clloK'c)."T1 mlsmana,emc:nl $OIl'IIetlfT'ICSrcsul In fOlltltt anM~ lI'ln'
,heir lSi days In squalor 101hen
opt tlit.u O'Io'n ludlU 10 train lhe 1'11.".'(1

lenera Ion o( filhtCf'S. Whatever their
choittl most Jildlalon were for'l:'Vn
barred frum Roman dhUNhlp. theu"
IIIU~ 'lJ .RIll beklw lhc»c Vr~ came

10 watJh them kill As with 0lhcI" fRed·
men. 1IiJ.,.'C"Cf.lbcir JOM could b«omt
Roman altuns.

Top Story

CorilltJl/o" Story
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lome Story

F,rst Story

The Colosseum, Rome

Other heavy fighters included the Samnites. also anned with large shield and sYoord
but with a different helmet design. 1be equi\'alent of a medium-YoeIght contender was
the ThnlCian. lightly armored and Yoeanng a target shield and a chopPing sOOrtsYoord
(sica). 1k dimacho~riwielded a long sYooro in each hand.

The most heavily armored gladi3tors rna) ha\e been the cru~lIaril or
hoplomachus. "'00 wore segmented armor like that of the legion on their bodies. anns.
and legs (treal the armor on the limbs as scale). An A 0 21 encounter with SC'\en\l
rtbelling crufNllani may ha\·e helped the legions to decide to Yo Itch to segmented
armor from chain -the legionaries fighting the crufNllarii had to resort to their pid:ax·
es to penetrate the gladiators' defenses!

Not all gla(!Iators fought on fOOl. 1be ~sudarii. ongln.lIly from Bntannia. oouJed
each other from W3r chariots. 1h:) wore heavy armor and threYo jaH~hns at each other
or at opponents on fOOl or horseback. The ~qllit~s Yoere tmined horsemen Yoho used
swords and light lances (lhe lack of Stirrups preveRled them from jousting In the
medieval manner).

Professional gladiators. as opposed 10 the condemned cannon fodder. led a full life
outside the arena. GMs and players wishing to run a gladiator campaign should keep
that in mllld; A gladlator's life dId not conSist ofconstant deadly bouts sepanucd by end­
less traimng. A \'eteran gloomtor could expect to fight in the arena not much more often
man one to lhrtc times a >~ar. In lhat respect. they resembled lop boxing contenders
loday. A \'cteran gladiator With o\er 20 years' experience Ytould rtllre or die after 30 or
40 fights. Training took a large part of the day. but after that the gladiator had ample
spare lime. Sec the sidebar for more about their leisurt acll\'ities.



Spar/aellS' Rebelliall
Sp,cnacus IUS born in Thr.K'C. 1I

land r:unou~ for its lighteD. Be .... :L~ a
former soldier under I~ Romans. t'or
-.<nne reason he desc.ned but ....lIS arTe~l­

cd and enshl\'ed M It gladiillOr.
In 73 B.C.. he alld two 03ul ...

Crl\u~ Md Ocnomaus. led 10 of tt!l:lr
fello..... sladiatOfS in a mutiny &l¥l brol.:c
001 of their bamlCls. Hiding OUt III the
mountain IIrca of the Vcsuviu\. the
gb(lialOt'l rttnIlIcd nmaw"ay sll1\c\ A\
IIlUfllW 01.11. ",:my ofthcsc ~11I\\:' "el'C
German. G.:l1lic. or Thr.ICirm, pri~""
tholl Manus and Sulla had captured III
theIr WIIf5 of ronqurS!. and a numher
1Oo1'f'e bailIe-hardened wamon.

SP.II1:KUS pl'O\cd to be: a gifu~d mil·
Itary I('*r Ill' ddc:uw IWO Koman
;mme.. in quick succession and
marchcd through southern Ital).
dcqroying Roman eSlale'( and frt't'mg
the ..1:.\6 .... Ilhm. In a few ll\OOlh' he
wmm:mded an amlY of alnMXl 7O.0(X)
men

AI th;~ POint Spattacus quarreled .... llh
en,"_ lmd decided 10 divide hIS (OITt'

.... llh hUll, Crixus tool O\'tr n"lOSl IIf the
Galhc and Qcrmlln slll\es. "'h,1e
Span:M.'US k('pl hIS fc:llow Thnr.ci:If1' In
72 nC•• Cmus W3S dc:fc:alrd anti hI"
lIml~ destroyc:d. SjXlnacus lhe:n lkcidt'd
10 marth nonh willl his army. "lIh the
IOh:nuon of crossing tilt' Alps lUld e~'ap

109 Italy Irt~ht:r. lie de(e:llc:d 'ot'\er.d
('t)n~ular IIrmie:s as he: ITlO\W m>rlh.
alnlQ_1 like Hanmhal"' in\lItlOn In

fC'\eJ"('. He: Ihc:n destroyt'd the lrm~ of
Inc JlfO\ inalll ~\'emorofSOOlhem Gaul.
deann, a path OUt of the pc:ninsula

11,,,,'('\·c:r. lhe sla\'(' army turned
'''uth once: IIg.un (Ot" unclear ,ca~lf1_

ThC) might flO( hJ\e had enough _up'
phe, 10 CroM the' Alps (always II n,"~

undwM:tng). Of perhaps hi, men
I\ccanlt o\'erconli(knt lUld ~fu!.C<l to
It'a,e Spanacus and hl<; army marched
\{)lJlh Ilg:ain. and 3ClUally CO'N()Cral

l'''\o1ultlng Rome before ITIO\ ing on
Cr:IIMUJ: (~ p. 49) llI'IIS given com­

mand ()( lhe' Roman (Clf"«S. and man·
aged 10 boule up Spanacus In a 'mall
perun~ul. ofT the Italian COOSt 111<:
ThrolCian tncd 10 bribe Cilicilln p,ml..:,
llJ ...111 his troops (lUI of Italy, hut lhe'
llimle, abandoned him after tlIklf1g hi~

mOllC~. Sp:loX'us man:hed north and
managf'd 10 pu~ Ihrough the Roman
fnrt"t". but in doing so his Ilflll)' ilia,
,pilI III lWO. and dc:fe.ted COInplctel)
h} Cr:I5..~US In 71 B.C.

CM/tnutd 01l"l'Xt pug"t' .

The Gladiatorial Barracks
The llIl/IiS wa~ both home and tmining center for arena fighters. Ludi were run by

the Itmi.flCl. ;1 tminer who W;t5 usually a retired gladimor. Each troop of gladiators
(known as a/all/ilia) livcd in a fudll.f. Living conditions were usually meager. each pcr·
son had a ~lIIall :'lingle :>uite. Food consisrcd mainly of barley and beans. with mcat
~rved occa~ionally. Still. the avcmgc Roman plcbeian lived just as poorly.

There were three gladiatorial schools in the city of Rome. and seveml others in the
larger provinces. TIle bigger ones had masseurs and physicians 10 complement the tmin·
ing Sian-.

Mistreatment of reluctant. incompetcnt. or disobedient gladiators was a common
occurrence. Each <;<:hool had cells complctc with shackles on the walls and other tonure
implemcnts. The \\orst trc:lI111Cnt was reserved for unwilling gladimors: the criminals.
..laves. unci captured barbarians.

Originally. all gladiator. were confined to their living quarters, but by Imperial
times thc)' could leavc at will. TI1C gladiators were not allowed to carry weapon" except
during trJining or ill the arena. but mOSI people in the strt..'Cts lert thcm alone: even
unanncd. a ghldiator could be :1 d:J.llgcrous man.

MEN AND BEASTS
In the arcna. equaltimc wa~ givcn to fights betwccn men and fights with animals.

An Emperor or high govcOllllent official trying to influence public opinion would make
:1 poilll of bringing exotic bca~I" to the arcna to try amusing the jadcd citizcns of Rome.
In other pro\'ince... le..~ amuerH citilCn'i had to make do with domestic animals spiced
up \\ ith the occu.!>ional import. 'Ole tmdition of animal fighting survives to this day in
Spain and South America. where bullfighters still face and kill beasts for thc entcnain·
mcnt of a full coliscum.

111C Roman public becamc accustomed to Ihe sight of .;;trange wild animals, more
M) than at an)' lime before the invcntion of television. Thcy developed ludicrous nick­
n:llI11.~" for the bea..t' the)' "aw al the circU!~. Elephants were known as "Lucanian cows:'
leopard.'> were called "African mice." and ostriches were known as ":.ea sparrows:' for
in"lance.

/liS/ory
I\s Rome expanded ils fronlicrs. soldicrs and merchants sianed rclllming home with

exotic pet ... 10 the delight of the local citizenry. At first, foreign animals were exhibited.
not killed. Temporar)' 700S were crt.-clcd where people could nock to see the first cap-­
turcd lion" and c1eph;ull". Animal traincrs bl.--C:UllC popular. they usually worked with
bear; and dogs.

One of thc fir;t recorded killing, of animal... occurred in 98 B.C.. where bulls and
elephant .. were made to fight each other. In 55 B.C.. a gladiatorial g:UllC was "spiccd"
by rclea.;;ing elephant .. into the arena. where men with javelins allacked them. Panic
broke out in the :Ilnphithcuter when some of the maddcned elephants tried to climb
into the spectator arca~. Romalls al..o lended to dislike watching elephants killed (this
affection for elcphants wa.'> onc of the rea.'toll.'> thcy were not used by Roman annies).
M> that type of cvcnt wa... not repeated vcry often. Elcphants wcre mainly used in mock
comb;lls.

StilL by the cnd of the Republican period. other animals were brought into the
arcn:l. They wcre useful for public execution.. (where condemned criminals were sent
to .'ttarving lions and wolves as an c~lrly phase of the arena evcnts). More sophisticated
and ill\ulvcd evenl~ \\cre eventually devised. Animal combat persisted in Rome even
aftcr human fight.;; were outlawcd.

CAMS



Gladiator Classes

RETIARIUS

These fightc:rs wc:re chO$Cn for
~pet'd and agility. 'They ....c:re hghtl)
eqUlpptd (cloth armor or no llflllOl" at
aliI. and were mned wilh a tri<\t-nt (o;ee

p 44). a net. and I knife. They ....ere
~UPI)()o;ed 10 mate up for the <fj'panl)

In amlOf with skill.
A llettnm ",;on"us might hive DX

13+. Mo\'C: 7+ gh'en Ih.:It he fight~

Ulk'rn:umbt'red with Running sL:11I and
perhaps Increased Speed. Knife. Net
15+. and Spear IS+. Sec p. 39 for lhe
",trtlfllU wriUtn up as • martial SI) Ie

Spartacus' Rebellioll
(Colltinued)

Surrou.nded. Spanacus foo,hl and
dIed .....hile mosl of hi fotloYk~ fe'll
wuh him. Cr.usus made an example of
the ~lro'i\'OrS: O\'er 6.000 ptlsoner-.
.... ere crucified along the road 1l1~

re\oh \.vas never forxouen by Roman
(l:ncH:J'WJCI$. who established hlghl)
represSi\'e punishments 10 keeq ~la\es

from rebelling again.
[)u{ing Roman time.'. the T,hrac,an

gladIator was a villain and a rlMure of
tcrrOf SpartDCus has since lIlO\·td on to
b«ome a popular hero. A movIe ~tar·

nng Kirk Douglas was made about hIm
10 1960. He has :&Iso been used a.~ a
')Illhol of the workers' sINU'e 10
Manl'it and Communist ickoq).

Oc<icribc:d below ~ the ....'\:.lpons.
annor. and skills of lht. lOOn: famous
J!ladlalOt claue~. TMse &uidehne~

ehanged o\'C:r time. and often '1Cft noc
follolloed 10 the Ieller: the GM am alt!:'r
tlJCm t4 any way he wishes.
No~ of the gladiator classes ',qed

heft usually wore 10f$0 armor (e,cepl
cham (or tbe t!sudarii lind the
dtttl(lc'!Dt!ri occasionally). though lhe,r
l1mb~ "'ere protected.

f\ II w'MlI.LO

The mirmil/o wore • larae )hleld.
he3\)' leather armor•• heavy helmet.
and KIl'U; - arm proIectOlS (sec P 44),
(kca.'looally. 1M: .....llS equipped .... Ith
cham His eapon usually was. Ihru~l·

109 broads ord.
A \-eteran likely would ha\'eST t3'f­

and high skill in Broadsword lind
Shleld.J See p. 38 for the mirmiUo .....nl­
lcn up U-ll maniaj4ly16...
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The Beast Fighters
Some gladiators were trained to baltic animab in the aren:l. Like their counlcrpans.

they were divided inlo difTcrcm categories. 111c besritlrius faced lions. bulls. and other
dangcrou" animal .. armed only with a spear and a knife. AI other times Ihe men were
amlcd with shields and spears: they .loomcfimc\ ....·ore body annor of some son. There
were vcry few free volunlccrs among this type of bca.lol fighter because lhe ri.loks were
great. Close combat with wounded and furious animals W;b extremely dangerous. and
casualties were much more cornman. For the most pan. twO or more men :macked one
beast. ahhough sometimes lhe fight would be one-on-one.

On the other hand. lhe n',wtor (hunter) used bow and :lrrow against Ihe animab.
Black African archc~ were sent ill10 the arena 10 shoot the :Jllimab that had jUq killed
convicted crirnin:dl>. Many Roman noblcmcn (and noblewomcn) all>O cnjoycd the
":.pon" of shooting the ani malo; from the safety of Ihe podium. There are no records of
slr.Jy shots hilling audicnce member... bUI !lincc many noblemen wcre oftcn dnmk dur­
ing the gamcl> il is not unlikely thai Ihe animab were nOI the only victims of this part of
the e\'cnt.

A ,,;mal Fights
Arena l>1>ccwclc!> abo included unlikely ballies belween beasts. A ligrco;<; \\ould be

made 10 lighl a lion. or l>c\'er.llicopardo; would be released again!>1 a bull. and so on. Any
combin:ltion imaginable lllU!>1 ha\'t~ been u\Cd al least once (if thc result Wa.!l 100 onc­
sided. the fight wao; a shan one. and the arena manager.. wcre out one or two animals
for lillie value. so Ihe evcnl coordinators tried to set even matches). The animalo; were
usually beaten or eggcd on with buming branches <;() thm they would be enraged when
Ihey cmcrgcd into the arena.



Gladiator Classes
(COllti1l11ed)

SAMI\1Tt:

Th~ hell",)' fighters oflC~n wore
bronlt brcastpliues. ann proceaOfS (oc
their s~'onJ anus. helmetS. ~ large
\hidds: lhey "''ere~ with tltner a
short sr'ont Of II broadsword.

A \~leran would likeJ)' ha"cST 14+
and bigh skllJ in Shield and
Broad<M'Ord and Shortsword. It could
..... ell bt that these gladiators wouldn',
knov. ..hich son of sword they \Ooould
be wIelding until the weapon~ ..u:rc
handed out JUSt prior to a lI13tch. Sec p
]8 (Of ee Samnilc wrillen up as a mar­

lIal \')r'
TIlKACIAN

This popullU" gllKliatorial claM Iloore
11 hdmtt. arm protCClon. greaves. lind a
small lhkld. They oneo had Ikl body
armor. or were tquiJ¥d ..... ith tloth or
lcalhe~~3S1 phue$. Their wea~ IlollS
a heJ\ y chopping shotUword. the J/C(l

(~p. 401).
A yetenm Thracian might posses

ST 13+. OX 12+. and high k\..11 In

Shons~'Ofd and Shield. S« pi 38 (Of

the.- m,}milJo 'Nrillcn up as lII'manlal
style

DI,\tACllAERI

DI,.acha~rl (ought with ' ..... 0
broadswords. Thq' "'ore bronte thc.';1
:umor sometimes. greaves. and a pot­
helm f' "'C(mua \loooid be VCf)' profi­
clem 'Imh the Broads....'Ofd sJdll. and
po~~ • good deal of Off-Hand
W('upon Truinina.

EssED,\lUI

Th¢se warriOl'5 foughl in pairs from
.... ar-i:h1ulots. ninging jlwelin befort'
tll$lIlOI.inling and fighting on fOOt .... Irn
~~an or swords. The)' ....ue u~uJII)

('quIpped with chain armor anti pol'
helms. They would need $l.11I In

Hroad!>wont. Teamster (Horse); S~ar.

llnd Spc:at-Throwing.

EOUITES

~ lance,., ch:u"gcd t'xh Olller 00
horscbock. They sometimt's .... ore
Dronle breaslpltleS and carrit'd long
!>word~ in Dlilion 10 their spe3N. The)
would Joeed .Broadsword. Ridh;tg. and
SfX'ir.

A DAY AT THE ARENA
The gamc~ .... cre a regular event in Roman life. AI some times during the Imperi:ll

Era they were held almosl every day. In addition to the great spectacles in the
Colosseum. thcn: were smallcr privmc amphithc:llcrs. some in the cily of Rome but
most in the provinces......here lcsser events were continuously held.

The schedule of a typical arena cvcnt is described below. with ideas and gaming
notes to incorpor.llc it into a campaign.

The Eve of Ihe Games
The night before thc games .....cre to stan.. the panicip.ning gladiators were did in

golden !Unics and scrved a banquet. Spectators could watch the banquet. and Illany gam­
blcrs took the opportunily 10 examine the fighters on which they planned to bel. This
was also a chance for the gladiators to gain thc attention and favor of a powcrful man
(who might later purchase or hire him out of thc arena to SCI'\'C as a bodyguard or agent)
or a woman who found gladiators irresistible. A fc..... successful FU!>I·Talk and Sex
Appeal rolls (the gladiator's Reput:lIion can be added 10 those skills) could be vCI)' bcn­
eficiallmer on - thm is. if Ihe fighter survived the following day.

Thc meal Wll!o, somelimcllo festive. wilh gladiators joking about the next day's con·
teslS. sometimes even placing bet.l> on themselves. For the most part. the gladialol"llo did
not drink heavily and watered their winc: fighting with a hangover the next day could
be falal. Gladialors who dccide to gCI intoxicated .l>hould follow thc Drinking (lnd
IfltOX;ClIlio" rulc~ on pp. ClI162·168. Those with Alcoholism or Compulsive Carousing
should have to roll v... Si!\'i!17 penalties to avoid ovcrimbibing gh'cn the ncl'\'ous tcnsion
and frec·nowing wine thai accompanied thel;e meals.

When the gladiators were unwilling viclims. or knew Ihal they were to be slaugh·
tered (a mre event), it was much more somber. There were times when wholc troops of
gladiators commillcd suicidc the night before the game. if only to spite the sponsor. This
happened often with Gennan captives. who prcferred to dic rathcr than perfoml like
traincd animals.

AccommodaliOIlS
Most public gllmcl; were hcld in amphitheaters - open buildings with scvcral rings

of lloeats around the arena. Every city and most large town.. under Roman control had an
amphithcater or somc cquivalent ~tructure. Romc itsclf boasted thc most impressivc of
these llotructures - the Aavian Amphitheater. bellcr known to medieval wrilCrs and mod­
cm audicnces as thc Colos.;cum.

During the Rcpublican timc. and in the less prosperous areas. thc :lmphithe:llcn.
were made out of wood. This was risky. howevcr. thc weight of thousands of peoplc pUI
enonnous stmin on .....ooden structures. In 27 A.D.. for instancc. a woodcn amphilheater
collapsed. killing or injuring tens of thousancb of spectators in a provincial region.
When they were affordablc. stone and concrete were the preferred materials.

Thc largcr amphitheaters were somc ofthc Illost impressivc buildings of the Roman
world. The COIOS:.eUlll was an immense limeslOne. tufa. and concretc oval about 62
yards high with diameter" of 206 and 172 yards. It opened in 80 A.D. with conslruction
laking placc under Vcspasian and TItus and finishing work under Dioclctian.

TIIC firstthrec of its four storics fomled .!>Iackcd arcades. originally filled with slm­
ues but now empty. Thc three stories featured the three classical styles of columns and
capitals - Doric. Ionic, and Corinthi:lIl. respccth'ely. The fourth story was plain. with
windows that originally wcre fitted with l;hields of bronzc. Awnings could be rigged
overhead 10 shield the audience frolll the sun.

'fHE GAM



The Colosseum could seat 45.000 with standing room for another 5.000 (not the
nearly 9O.CXX> cited by early sources and often erroneously repeated). Still. this size
made it the largest stadium built until the opening of the Yale Bowl in 1914.

The seating was strictly arranged by social class. with marble seats for lhe upper
c1asse... down low rind wooden scats for the masses up high. The Colosseum had scores of
entrnnces. each with its own number. for careful crowd control as in a modem stadium.

See Combat in thl! C%ssl!lIm. p. 90, for more infonnation.

Gellillg There
Onee a sponsor (usually a powerful nobleman or civil servant. and often the

Emperor himself) prepared a game. wrinen announccments were placed in eating hous·
es and bars. Criers would run through the streets. announcing the game and mentioning
the names of the gladiators scheduled to appear there. Some announcers wrote the date
and gladiator lists right on the waJls of buildings: this type of graffiti was found in
Pompeii.

People wi hing to see the spectacle had 10 wait in line at one of the entrnnces to the
amphitheater to buy tickets. This area was full of wandering SU'ee.t vendors. offering
everything from food and refreshments to cushions to put over the
hard Stone benches. While they waited, spectators could place bets on
their favorite gladiators. TIley also could procure seJlual services from
the hordes of prostitutes who loitered about the Colosseum. willing to
perfonn their work semipublicly within the niches of its walls.

Arena tickets were often given away in lotteries: occasionally
entrance was free to everyone. Delays in letting the spectators in, rude·
ness. aJld hot weather sometimes sparked fights. These could tum into
full-scale riots, spoiling (or overshadowing) the event

TIle tickets presented the assigned seats with the level and the seat
number. Even from the highest level the spectators had a clear view of
the evem. Sailors would work overhead, fitting out the awnings 10 pro­
vide shade. Women were sol1lCtimes segregated to the upper gallery
and solllCtimes forbidden to allend altogether. The lower levels had
cushioned scats and were beller shad(,.'d. Only noblemen of the patri·
ciao rank and lheir guests could sit there. The game sponsor sat in the central box. sur­
rounded by his fa\'orites and special guests. By 10 a.m. or so. most of the seats were
occupied and the games were ready to begin.

The Pompa
1bc pompa. or procession. announced the name of the sponsor and the occasion that

had prompted the game. It included a parnde of the gladiators that would participate in
the game. The audience had the chance to cheer their favorite gladiators and (it was
hoped) the sponsor. TIle gladiators marched around the arena, displaying their weapons
and shouting back althe spectators (if a gladiator makes a successful Bard roll, the audi·
ence will later react lO him al + I). Then they stopped in front of the central box and
saluted the sponsor. with the common gladiatorial ooth. which included a pledge "to be
bound, to be burned. to be scourged. 10 be slain. and to endure all else required of us as
proper gladiators. giving up alike our souls and our bodies:' Afterward. the gladiators
marched out of the arena.

The /JOm/Xl provides a dramatic opportunity to develop campaign subplots. As they
walk around the arena. the gladiators can Spol loved ones. patrons. or enemies and
exchange words or signals with them. In a Secret Magic campaign (see p. 116). a witch
could use this opportunity to curse some of the fighters. On a successful Vision roll. the
COntestants might notice something unusual aboul some l>pectators. like a cloaked fig­
ure making strange gestures. for instance.

Royal Gladiators
Sc\'fll! Emperors were elJfivated

by the '1lJJ'le$. SorM went as f.. as 10
JWticl~te as &Ildillors or clwipt rac­
ers. an Immcnsd)' inappropnatq act In
Roman~. To underscand lhe Roman
cltrt.entfeclinSs. imaaine how lhe
AIT'ImC' publIC \""Otdd react i~U.s.
Preside chalknpd I WOOd W 1In&
Froma champion to II match .. , Of

If a P:7feuional .....restler Id be
elected aovemor! To Romans, lbt scan­
dal~ C''Cfl~ beaiuse ~I'lors
b.t the same SWUS as common ~Ia,·es.

Ik';tltall this. aeveral Enrrron
defied ill oonvenllon, and 'olo'lllll Into
the: Sometnnt:S this was !tie final
straw t preclpttated then murder.

The first Caesar to do was
Cahgul. ($CC idebar'. p. 55)'~ hLcd
10 I~ dAd lit the trapptn of a
l'hrxlan gladilltor (see p. 96) lo\ed
10 dMCl chanou. He would ~ ith
II.:Iuu,". _hom he blled~" .....
jT;l5OI\. era occaslOnlJl)' noble
Roman fight In mock glldiAlon 1000'
leslS. ~ became an avid cnapoccer,
com~U5 you another -'etJld.be
gladlAl • he Md planned 10~ the.
consuls ip "hlle weann, ,I lonal
gear, I was murdered lhe:. night
before.

Be:sKlc:s the Emperor, 5C\' Other
nobkmtn and Impmll favont _'Cnl
mlO the~n•. Of SUlrlrd their Can:cfS a5
arc:na c&.t-W~t5. CaJiaula put Cladll'
ton lit~ of hiS body~. for
1ItSlanC''t For common ailldiator.&. l.besc
ariSlocrplic opponentS were ., Des! IlI\

embarriumcnt and at _"Or$! • lethal
danger. bKause if !be ,ladlator, killed
or hun h&s. hfe..",-as rorr.



Advetlture Seeds
:nae advenlure$ detailed below

a urne WII all or most of the u(h'enlur­
crs are &Iadililors or charioc raa:rs duro
Ing 'nti Imperial period.

1..0"1 KU.LS
One of the pany's fellow gljr,dl8llln

(or a PC himStcIf) has ~n di5Cr«lly
seeln8~ important lady; the gladiator.
haH~ htlpcd him sneak inID lh( lad)"~
domu1(manston) 5evemltimcs uhout
Ieaml~ her identity. One <by. ho c\cr.
the'r fjcnd surprises them with IhI: re\­
dallon thai his IO\'et" is one o(the \'estrd
Virgln~ (sec p. III)! E\ocn worst. a <;('n­
IUor hds disco\'(·rtd ~~l')'lhin& and l~

IhrealC',..ing to infonn the autbontlc.)
The 11~t':S of e\'eryone in,,,h'cd In the.­
lIff:ur ~'i11 be fOOdl.

1bc !Sd\'cnlUret5 ha\C~ 5e\'emJ choic·
~. 1bcy can try 10 buy orr the /iCn:IlOl'.
He 00cp; noc wanl money. but will fon:c
the pan)' to undt'f1a),c:I number IIf llte­
gal operations. including the inlllmW·
lIon and munkr of SC\'ernl people.'.
dmwH'l8 them into a qUllgmi~ of deceit
and cnme. A1tem3li\'dy.lhcy ~Id U)
[0 S~1c the senator jXnnancml). but
It l~ II Iy thai the nobkman h.~ talcn
stt'~ t protect himself.

Vcstal Virgin suggCSts li lhlrd
allum.he: Sh~ and the part) elin
c~ape Rome and SIan a new bft' 10 a
far-off~ince, All the 1"Cs halt' to do
IS OOl\\lil the city guan!. clIfT)' off om:: of
the mosl important women 10 lhe
empm:, and oulmaneu\'cr the il'lt'\ itable
PUNCUI~ El'cn if they sUl..UCd. the group
.... 111 halo't JaCqUII-ed II nasty Seatt and a
po.....erl.\.ll Enemy.

Too GOOD TO BE TRUE
A new ghadialor is s.... t'eplng lhe

game\k«nc. His abililies seem ~lIlX"r­
"'":JIlin (to detenninc hIS skill le\'t·I~.
takc a ew of !he PCs' highest slill Ie\·
cls add 8). and he lakes a pcr\'c:r-;e
delight in loying with hi~ ad\l:f"lInc~

before ,klJlinglhcm. He lle\'cr ghe~ hl~

enemy a chance 10 a\k for rrtel"C) (once
he lopped off a vK:lim's hand 1\.\ he: .... as
11)108 lo rai~ it in lhe air in surrcndt'r).
One ollhc Pes iJ a gladiator scheduled
to fight him in one. month.

If Itt: party Ia"~ a doser .Iool. lhe:)
dlsco\ef thaI thc:re IS sonlC:thlO' ""11111
.....uh lhe gladi:lolor. He is noc Ihlll good
dunng IrIlining. except • fey, dll)'S
bc:f~ his lum :101 the :arena. Thcrr IS 31-0
the: man~roflheo1d Dxian woman .... oo
VISIIS tim a w~k bcJare cach 00u1. and
thc lillie packages she kales hml.
"cm3PJ his abilities arr supemalul".ll
1bc IfWeStlllllOtS hIve I few wed.\ 10
figu :out~,o~h- I'

Ligh' Entertainment
The early morning games wcre the IcaSI spectacular. an opencr thai whclted the

jaded appetitcs of thc audiencc and Icd to the main cvents latcr on. Somctimc" the first
CVCIlIS wcrc humorous or "light" !!okil.s: old gladiaton. fighting toolhle.\>s beast.!> in a
farewcll perfonnancc. or womcn and midgets mock-fighting cach other in chorco­
graphcd humorou!!o banles.

More onen, animal cvcnls began thc "how. Convicted criminal .. (rebellious slavc:.
or mcmbers of illcgal sccts such as Christianity) were put 10 death. Sometimc.\> thc \'ic­
tims were bound 10 "wkes. which were then whecled into thc arena. On other occasion~
they wcre thrown in free. and cven anned with a spear or a sword to make thc cha\c last
longcr. A half·stan:ed and maddened animal was Ihcn released. Thc bca::.t usually tried
to escape Ihc arcna and. whcn it was th\\ilrtcd. lllmcd on Ihe nearc..t larget. The viclirm
gcncrally had no chancc.

In a cinClllalic campaign. condemncd PCs might be able to e<;cape thcir fate. A oound
victim might try to get loo'iC before the animal is released (roll vs. Escapc-2: kecp in Illind
thai each attcmpt willwke a fcw minutes). Aftcr that. all he has to do i.\> defeat the aninllll,

If ~omcone man:lges 10 kill the beast. make a rc;lction roll for the crowd. Modifiers:
+5 if thc condcmned man killed thc beast \vith hi.. bare hands. + I to +3 if the ballic was
dr-Jmatic and skillfully fought. and modificrs depending on the mood of thc crowd. the
repul:lIion of the victim, ctc. A man convicted of a horriblc erimc (fratricide. for
instance) would suffer a .) or won.e. On a VCI)' GCXK1 or better roll. the crowd will cheer
the "urvj\'or and petition for his release. which thc g:l1ne sponsor would usually grant.
TI1C cx-convict might cvcn be approached by ;lrena handlcn. and olTered a job!

Non-violclll characlcN mighl try to appe(IJ'e the beast. This would take un Animal
Handling roll at a -10 to ·15 penalty! If thc fin-t attempt fail ... he can tl)' again. aI +2 if
hc doc.. not panic. try to run. or fight (this requires a Will roll).

Othcr lllodiliers: +10 if the charJcter once helped thc animal in que"lion. "Sainlly"
characten- might recei\'c otherworldly hclp. althe GM·.. discretion. and be able to calm
lhe animal down with a Will roll. The right >;pells or psionic abilities can rcplacc thc
Animal Handling roll. If "ucce..sful. make a reaction roll for the crowd. as abovc. A vcry
dramatic or moving change (the beast coming 10 a suddcn stop. or approaching and lick­
ing thc convicl's facc. for instance) would give a +5 bonus.

Whcn thc animal match wa" over (aftcr thc convicis were killed). fighL\ betwecn
animals or between men and lx:asls followed. The public was always intercsled in ncw
and cxotic combination~ . , . tigcr again..t lion. bear again'\! bull. a leopard faccd with a
pack of wolvcs. Somclirnes rm animal would kill another. and then would be !oet upon
by one or more b{'st;a';;. 'Illi .. wcnt on until all the animals were killed. Fcw beasls sur·
\'i\cd thcir arena appearance,

Thi .. pan of Ihc evcnt usually lasted until noon, Aftcr allthc animal .. wcre dcad, scr·
valli" c1eancd the blood and removed Ihe corp~e!!o (and m;ldc :.llre the corpses lI'f're

corp:-cs: see p. 101).

IIttermissiolt
Thc crowd took this lime to cat and drink: those who had not brought their own food

or purch:l'iCd it out~idc thc amphitheater could now do so as vcndoN walked through thc
aisles. A siJ.able ponioll of the crowd often left the amphilhcalcr to gct Iheir lunch. Thc
speetator; who remained could cng;lgc in gossip wilh Iheir neighbor;: thi .. can be a good
opponunity for thc GM to hand useful rumon- (or red herrings) to ~pectato",.

Occasionally. the crowd would al!!oO vcnt their angcr on somc issucs, The audiencc
was traditionally allowed 10 say whatever it pleased ;n thc Flavian Amphithe:llcr (this
also applied at Ihc Circu~). Corrupt officials. unpopular politicians. and cvcn well­
known people who had been involved in rccCIll scand:tls wcre cmcalled. jeered. and pelt­
cd "ith food.



During the inlennission it was also common 10 throw louery Iickels around the
bleachers. Priles ranged from free food and drink (redeemable at participaling restau­
rams and wine shops) to cash. jewels. and c\'en land grants. TIle intemlission was 3
polcntially hazardous momcnt. The cro~d could get impatiem. and name--calling or
thc scramblc for 10llcry tickcts could spark fights. a rial. or a panic. Sec p. 17 for olher
perils of riots. Speclators caught in thc bleachers are in cvcn more danger. becau.I.C it is
easier (0 faU down the steps: all rolls to avoid damage are at -2. For the most part. how­
ever. the audience remained relatively peaceful until the main events were ready.

Al this time. a second group of condemned criminals was executed in the arena. The
first two victims would be pUI in the arena. onc with a weapon. the oLher unanned. Once
one was dead. Lhe winner was disanned and another amled convict thrown in. and so
on. Mosl of the people in the audience did not find this "show" very interesting. The vic­
tims were not very skilled and Lhc whole situation was mere butchery_ If a viclim man­
aged 10 kill severol men wuh his bare hands. the crowd could swing 10 his side. Make a
reaction roll at the end of each fight as per pp. 100-101. TIle roll is at a further -2. with
a + I bonus for every fight the convict wins.

To indicate (he end of the intennission and to keep the audience entertained. small
theatrical skits were sometimes pcrfonned. Dances Dnd pantomimes (sec 771t'ara, p. 21)
wcre common. as well as boxing matches. athletiC COntests. and animal acts (these
trained animals were the only one" who were not killed in the arena).

Adventure Seeds
(Continlled)

A TEA IIL"'G EXPf.Rlt::....ot
GII.halon llJe beml dlspatthed 10

the (i(rrnan frontier [0 t~n sonlC !KN"­
<b unb in lutmUa ~mllR:. .d\-anccd
SlII'orWpnanshtp. and unarmed tombat
1ne J~.are it:nl 10 a fronuer ,amsan
IllllfIOC~ by • coboft (see p. 78). Ilnd
bq;ln lnInml the soldiers. 1ne tnbunc
10 c~"C- of I~ cohoft looks dacldcdl)
unhap~ at the ~'comers' :arn\llJ.
hQy,·~·tr_

Onf: nighl. the ItOUP is .wU;l:ned by
one of !he ~nlurions of the cobbrt_ 1ne
gamson.~ ~Ils them. is about 10 mUT­
der thelm. The tnbunc I • trallor. and
.... lIh lbe help of German nllhuders
plan~ Ib 0\'t'tVo helm all the bordtr posu:
10 the IIU. buIld a huae army. and
d«1~ his undc. a pr6ugious ttna10l'.
IS the: new Cac..qr. The PCI rave to
sneak ,,",I of the camp. elude thl: pm­
:w>n arw) its Gel"nWllllhes, and \flllI the
Olher p;)StS of the upcomlOg aUack..
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- Athletes
Sptttll¥"'\port wm..aot ~ l'IOI}'dar

in Rome as venl gtmd, butlhey' tlldj
!heir foUOwilli. especially in me GTeCi'
Pl{l\'i~' where the Olympic Carnes
coolin «J be held. Athletes rom aU
o\'er t EmpiR competed at Ja\dan
1100 dl ~ Ihrowing. manu s, run-
nang, tlinl. and boxing.

Outwlndinl athletes were swarded
pc:nslOPs and ctih prizes by the titles or
provinbes they rrpreseiued.j Some
bet~ residents of rich~ selhng
theIr talents 10 the hi&hest bt~r, After""'j years or sports. lhet oflen
ope athletic schools to tRin nUl
gtnern ·on.

Du~ng !he gimes, allikti e\tnts
.....en: khedl.lled during inttm1lMlon~.
Bo~in and wl'1$llinl .....~ twO fa\'Ollte
e'tnts or Roman spedatOl'$; although
001 as ory IS mc;w;1 0lhe1 evC':.f,' they
..cre lent enough. especiall ...hen
the were armed willi spIked
glo\'cs (called CUff). A boxerl lll'l1\C'd
wllh:t estll$ dots lhru~ CUlling d:un­
age in ilion 10 Boxing or Brawlmg
bon,

JIIId Figlllers and
Exotic Skills I

mlfd fiahters were g1adia~ ..ho
wore t~ .same equipment as Thl1llCl3n
or Sa,nite wanion (see p. !HI). plus
helme" lacking vison. In I r:ah~uc

campal&n, these gladilltorS wil~ naIl at
cach~ al -10 skill. or.(j if Itry halc
tral~~~ensi\~ly in lIiislype ~f fight­
mg. In a clncng,tic campaign. ~ GM
mIght low !hex gladiatOfS 10 learn
Blind ~ghting (see p. CU38 ~ lhe
mania styles on p. 38). Reme:tmer that
dovo'nl n Rome Wti a crowdeb. noisy
""" (~ penalty) and • full Cob5seum
gllmC • -4 to lIii~ skill. AJ.. amor
"'cann the visorless heltne:l ~ts a -2
10 81i d Fighling, cumu1D.ti'f ,,"h
OI~r arlng modiftel'$. 10 I mlMmum
of -7.

Fi Izting vs. Animals
Co red. berserk Inim~s arc

e.\trc ly vidous and dange s, The
rulcs lighting ltrlinuls in I Ho.sk
S~, ref1c<:1 the abilities or animals 10 lhe
WIld, fhe noise. miSrrea{me~l. and
unram'i~ty of lhc art:nll often dro\'c
anin:a;b:;lo h)'!lerical. broUlJ bttaclu
GM~ 'U!Ie me uvriooat-ruh::1 below
10 rqt:rtiWCau~

~lnJ

The Figilts
Once again the gladiators paraded into Ihe arena. this lime clad in purple robc:­

(usually reserved for royally), They faced the sponsor and gave him the famous grcct*
ing: "AI'e Impermor,' Morilllri Ie sallluU1ll1s.''' - "Hail Caesar lor the title of the <ipon­
sor if he was someone mher Ihan lhe Emperorl. we who nre aboul 10 die salute you!"
The sponsor made a show of inspecting the gladiators' gear. Yo hich Willl then pas!tCd on
10 lhc fighters.

Mock combat preceded the rcallhing: Gladiators using wooden pmclice o;words and
spears sparred and displayed their skjll until lhc crowd Maned clamoring. "Steel! Slecll"
The lanisra, who served as referee of the event. then passed out the real wcapono;.

Depending on the size of the arena and the weallh of the sponsor. lhe fight..:. varied
in sophislic31ion and qualify. The mosl common silualion W<:IS a !lingle duel bclweentwo
fighlers with different gear: lhe retiarius againsl an armored minllillo, for instancc.
Sometimes two warriors in chariots would charge toward each othcr and u-.e javelin...
Horsemen with spears or swords jousted or charged unmounted enemies. Sometimc ..
two teams of gladiators battled each olhcr. mnging in SilC from two opposing pain. 10
dOl-ens of men recrealing historical ballles,

Somc game organilcr:. wcre e"cn marc creative,
GJadiulors were made 10 fighl blind. equipped wilh helmCI\

lacking visors (sec ~idebar). The o;ight of the two fight­
ers trying to hit each othcr was a !>ourcc of laughtcr.
and since a deadly injury was more likely. a ..ouree
of suspense as well. Even cnlcler w;e, the "fight
wilhout finish:' ;1 free-for-all whcre every timc :I

gladimor dicd or was scverely wounded he \Ioas
replaced by a fresh one.

During the nonnal fighls. an injured gladi:lIor
would offcr his surrender by pointing his right
index fingcr upward. The ~urrclldcrcd glndiator's

life was then :11 the mercy of his victoriou .. enemy,
but thc gladiator always turned to the Emperor or the

gamc'~ sponsor. who would Ii:.lcn 10 lhc crowd. If the
SpeCllilOrs thoughl well of Ihe vanquished and wishcd 10 Ict him

livc. the)' screamed "Mille" ("Lct him go!") and waved thcir
handkerchiefs; thc Emperor would then point his thumb upward as a sign to ~parc the
viclim (according 10 sollie hislorians. thc Emperor and the nudiell(''C aClUally poilllcd
dow". a signal which me:1111 "drop thc !>word"). Otherwise. the crowd would ~ream

"Occide!" ("Kill") or "Jugula!" ("Cut hi!> throal!") and thc sponsor would lum hil>
thumb down or poilll it toward his chest - a dealh sentence. which the victorious glad­
ialor lhcn carried oul.

The GM has sevcml options to resolve a gladiatorial figh\. The fastc'it way is to
make a Quick Contest of Weapon skills to decide who won, He can treat it as a Contc..l
of Skills (sec p. 887). wjth each COIllCSt rcprcscnling 30 seconds of real time. Or he can
play out the fight in full: the fight was suppol>Cd to be a nashy :lnd dmwn-out affair.

The lethality of the combat is up to the GM. In gencral. gladiators all kncw each
other and probably were nol vcry bloodthirsty. On thc olher hand. one gladialor-s lomb
inSCription rues having spared a compelilors life. because lhat foc ended lip killing lhe
merciful gladiator in a laler bout! Arena promoters might armnge eVCnlS $Q fighters with
personal grudges squared off in lhe arena. Somc grudges miglll even be lhe result of
manipulation by lhe ItlllisUl.

When a gladiator asks for mercy. make a reaclion roll for the crowd. Modifien.: +I to
+10 depending onthc skill and nair displayed by thc fighters. or equivalent penaltie.. if the
gladiators .....ere clumsy. Crilical succe~scs and failures arc wor1h +5 and -5 rcspt."'Ctively.



Add the Reputalion of the loser 10 Ihe roll: an unknown gcts il -3 penalty. On a Good or
beller roll. the crowd will a...k for mercy. Otherwise. they will ask for blood.

After the bout was over. allendilnts wearing masks represcnting the god Mcrcury
came and checked the fallen gladiators. To make sure mey were dead. the allendants
...tuck the bodie.. with hot iron... (a shamming gladiiltor must make a Will-8 roll to resist
the pilin without making iln outcry. Will-l ifhe has High P::lin Threshold). At omer times
the allendant........ auld wear the lllask of Charon (the mylhical ferryman of the dead) and
cnl!lh the heads of thc fallen with a mallet. [n eithcr case. me bodies were tilken (0 a mor­
wary. where jf they ~howed any sign of life their throals were cut.

Lo<;er;; who<;c lives wcre ...parcd wcre carried to an infinnary where their wounds
werc trcated. Sometimes the /tmis1(J was present to punish any gladiator whose per·
fonn:mce had been below par (remcmber that gladiators werc the sociill equivalent of
..I:l\es. and oftcn received the ...ame cruel punishments - see p. 8).

The winner. jf he was not required to fight again. would pamde lhrough lhe arena
holding a palm leaf a... a sign of victory. Then an attendant brought the prizes to him on
a .. ilvcr di ...h. Pril.c.!> included gold coins and jewels wonh between $100-1.000. depend­
ing on thc liipon<;or and the repul:llion of lhe gladialor. Sometimes a wooden sword. the
rudis. wa... also gh'cll 10 the viclorious gladiator: this gifl reprcsentcd libcmlion. He
could no\\ retire or rc-cnlist.

CHARIOT RACING
Even more popular than gladiator fighLIii. chariot racing was thc national sJX>n.. The

meelo wcre the belot-attcnded spectaclc in Romc as well as the basis of most gambling.
Peoplc .... ere more likcly to know the nalllC3 of the current racing champions than those
of any major public offici:!1 or ~en;1tor.

The Circus Ma:rimus
TIle largc<;t racing venuc was the CirrllJ Mtu';mlls in Rome. which could seal

250.lXX) people and accommodate. standing. another 100.000 ... over a lhird of lhe
city'.. population at certain periods of the Circus's use! The racing course was some 840
yards long ~lIld 84 yards wide: the whole area of thc circus was about 200 by 900 yards.
Thc <;eat<; for the patrician.. and equestrians were the best in the building. and over all
stood thc Imperial box ..... hich had a great overview of the contest.

The rJCC COUf\C ran around a central wall. called the JfJilla or "backbone:' This cen­
t".11 \\ all was decomted with obelisks and columns celcbmting famous meers and
exhibiting trophielii. Also in the Sp;"tI were twO sets of markers to indicate the number
of lap<; in a race (u~ually sc\'cn). The first set consisted of seven mctal dolphins. and the
othcr of -.evcn marblc cgg~. One of each was fCmoved as each lap was covered.

The Hacers
Chariot r.lcers - llllr;ga(' - werc slavc... freedmcn. or non<ilizen provincials: there

was a MK:ial stigma associated with the sport. although not as great as lhe one assigned
to gladi:ltor... Most of them were foreigners. including Moors from North Africa.
Spaniard... Grcek~. and thc occasional Briton.

The llllrigat' werc expert chariO! drivers. Most of them also had some skill at per­
fonning for an audience. although somc of lhc 1Il0S1 popular drivers ignored their fans
and conccntmted solely on racing. They did not seem to h:l\'e a sense of solidarity since
they regularl) u~d diny tactics against one anothcr.

The best-known charioteers were popular hcroes. Sometimes riots ensucd if an
tlllrigtJ was arrested for some crimc. A chariotecr with enough fame to incile a riot
.... ould in effect have a Patron (racing fans of a city). wilh a base cost of 10 points: thc
auriga mu..t abo havc a Reputation of +4 among chariotccring fans.

,
Fighting vs.1nimals

(Continu.d)

A. comem:I......ounded. or .
prcdatq,. can claw enemies wif. IllOfe

fon:c dwI normal. This is an f\U..()ut
attock: the animal cannot Dodg~ on that
tum. This auac:k does lhrus~cut1ing

damag, hued on the animal'~ ST. A
lion ....~ ST 30 will do 3d cunitg dam­
age In!jlead of the custOttW)' 'ld·2 (set
SI<k'ba(. p. 814). I

1111~ is dangerous for the ~1I11ll as
... ell. If the target is wearin~ melal
armor. lhc animal nreds 10 rolilagamst
liS liT minus the DR of the armor. A

failed ~ roll!Tsull$ in the ani~lIltelt1­
lnS 1I c~w offor bruising iu pa~. whtch
takes liI-) damage for evcry 2d pfdam­
age 11 docs: the animal's DR !:""'rCCIS 11.

lnd thq lMICI lakes nont\lI.l ~gc. A
berr.cr~ beast can Icar • fully M>I"cd
man tdshreds in I few seconds cvcn If
thl: ammal injures ilSelf in the ess.

f.J.lunp/~: A. buriarilU w ng II

brDn7e cuiras.s (DR 4) is hil by, ST 35
IIgcr doing 4d-1 CUlling danul!c. 'The
Ilger rolls VI. HT-4 (lhc DR Iof the
annoc)~ and misses. The tige 's pa.....
takes ~-6 damagc.

Dal/gers of
Chariol.ering

Au 'ga~ risked life and li~b from
the IIxment the mee started. A chano­
teer eould fall off his ch ot. be
drnggeft by his hcwscs. or Bet crushed
by an qvcrtumcd vehicle. If he ~nm:d
the'.~ ",gen. he had to 1\'Oid other
rn«rs fI'I" be run down.

Falling off • chariot suo.lIy
occun¥ when the !Tins snipped. an
unlikely OCCUrTCOCC unless thclchllriot
had been sabotaged. A. fall whllc the
\'chlelc is running l1 rull speed .....111 do
4d crubting damage (this can bO h.alved
"'llh aTJumping. Acrobatics. of OX-I
roll). It the chariot was going more
..10\10 ty[damage is 2d CNshini"

A "lOre serious mishap . plocc
when the link between ch 01 and
horses broke. As II mult. the c OIC(:r
was yanked off the cab and cnUcd by
the (PfObably panicked) ~5. The
\'lellrn)ak.es 3d damage plus td.) ~I'N)'

round be is d~ed by the learn. He
can eut himself loose by dn~nJl hIS
kmfe (~s will require a OX-) Fast·
Draw-2 roll. since he is bcinl rnggcd
along \"C ground) and slicing hrough
the fCU'tS (OR 3 UP 4). The knife is
posltl~ iLICh that the act of 4mwtng
lieu I mM.



Dal/gers of

1
CllOrioteeril/gf

(ColltiJlued)

Being caught by an o\'cljIuming
ch~ was one of the most common
causcs[of death among tlurig.f'. The
chan~ can le<llp clear by taJling the
Dodge! and RelTeal mllncutr (an
A~ic Dodge eM also be altemp·
cd) '$ per pp. 8IOS.I09.1 Bemg'm<; In grease or dung prov des 1)0
I for I is Purpo5e. A success mults in
a nor al fall (rom a Chllri{ll (.see
above)r On a failure he is hit by the
chariot. This doe5 6d crushi~a-~ge
iflr.wqing at full speed. 4d ~~i~.

If '''-''0 chariots crash, lSSutne thai
they will be unable to continue the race.
Roll a (t;c (or each driver. On ~ I or 2.
the driJcr is dra&l«i off by hislhorKs.
On a 1or 4. be is thrown clear of the
\'chickf- On a oS the chariot 0inums.
and on • 6 he takes no damage..

A ~jsmounted mccr may ll\'C 10

ll\'oid QI'ICOming "cMcles (I in chance
aftt!" losing the chllrio4). He c~ Dodge
and Res-rcal II abo\'c. Failure resulu In
2<1 lnlll'lpling damagc:.

Dirty Tricks
Twt chariots going head to ~3d or

nearly so (no ItK)fe lhan one pace
behind each olher) can try din)' Inels
on eaclh OIht:r. like whip Dltaeks or
oomplllg *11«15. A Whip altlC~ while
do\ In};' chllriOl l'equirt:S a Whip-J roll.
On II hit. do nannal damage. The dmt:r
of the IlatJeted c:hariOl mll$l ~akt an
Annua Handling roll minus me dam­
age roiled. or he will be 1&( - on the
nc.ll cqrllesf of Team5ler skills. Thl~ IS
dangel})US for lhe anacker. hml.e\'er.
becau..e if the larxel rolls a triltral filii·
tire Ol~ his Animal Handling roll. hiS

chan~will crash in fronl of tho anac:k­
Ing ch4rlOloet'. taking lhcm bolH OUI.

A"llmath·dy. a drh'cr can U1 to dl\­
able a rh'al's whttls by bumping InIO
lhem. 'fhis requires I TumslC1.-1 roll
and dqes ld damage 10 !he spOkes of
!he taraet'5 wl\«l. TIle spokes~ treat·
ed as JlShl poJa. with DR J a~ liT J.
If the roll is failed. !he Illacktr lakes
damage 10 his OWn *hoel. AI le4.\tIhrcc
\poke\ must be tlJ,ken QUI before the
chariot, crashes.

I

Chariot racers could earn a fonune in prizes and gambling. A Spanish charioteer.
Diodes. won 36 million sesterces ($4 million) over his 24-year career. Besides Lhe
money.llllrigae enjoyed the admiration of thousands of fans. On the oLher hand. the pro­
fession was very risky: deaths and crippling injuries were very common. and sometimes
irale fans from another faction (see below) tried to fix results or gct revenge by mur­
dering rival charioteers!

Whcn not tmining or racing. charioteers were free 10 do as thcy pleased. They were
often invited to parties - old·fashioned noblemen would not hear of having foreigners
and ex-slaves at a social gathering. but the younger. less-conventional ones. including
scveral Emperors. loved their company. As with gladiators. scandals involving women
of good binh and dashing chariOleers were common.

The Chariots
The vehicles uscd at the mces wcre light woodcn chariots driven by teams of hors·

es. A chariot could have as few as two horses. or as many as 10! Most rJces were run
with four-horse teams (qlludrigae). Thc speed of the chariots was very great. perhaps as
high as 30+ miles per hour (a Move of 15 to 18). The chariots were not very stable.
however. and were prone to ovenuming or breaking. The Teamster (Horse) sk.ill is used
to control the vehicle.

The Teams
There wef'C scvcmlteams. or "factions:' of llllriglll'. Originally there were four. but

by the second century A.D. the number had been inc:reased to six. Each faction was
k.nown by its color. The first four were the Reds. the Blucs. the Greens. and the Whites:
hlter on the Purples and the Golds were added to the list. Sometimes each color repre·
$Cnted an actual polirical group: in some cases Ihe Imperial facrion was represented by
the Golds. whilc the senators rooted for the Greens. A victory for a color could be seen
as a good omen for the political faction that supponed that color.

During the mces. the charioteers wore tunics with the colono of their faction. This
made it easy for the spectators 10 rccogni:r-c their fa\'orites and cheer them on. BeL~ were
usuall)' placed on the colors. unles.s more than one charioleer of each color was panic­
ipating. in which case bets could be made by colono or by individual racers.

The 1I11rigue wore metal helmcb and ann and leg paddings 10 prolect themselves.
although in an accidelll this would be of lillIe help. They aho rubbed their bodies with
boar's dung. possibly in hopes of avoiding entanglements in their vchiclc's reins or skid­
ding under the chariot's whcels if run over. Other equipmellt included a whip to push
their horses (which lhey sometimes used on the other drivcno) and a knife to cut the
reins. which were auached to their waists. in case or emergency.

A DAY AT THE RACES
During any givcn holiday. 10 to 24 r,lCCS could be held. The most popular events

nearly p;wJlyl.ed the city. as a majority of its adult popul:lIion allcnded the races.

The Preparatives
Arter a race was announced. the belling would stan. People from all classes. from

the Emperor to the humblest slave. would .....ager on their favorite'!'. Things could become
so desperate that horses and drivers would be drugged or poi MIlled. or unscrupulous gam­
blers would try to brioc or blackmail charlotee,... into throwing the racc. Scandals of Lhis
type were vcry common. Some even tried to work magic against drivers!

The day of the race. crowds gathered early in the moming. The proccs'!' or gelling
10 the Circus was very similar to that of the Ravian Amphitheater (sec p. 97). Once the
crowd was ready. ;1 proccl>~ion went around the circus. led by the magistrale of the
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games. follO\'.ed by priests nnd finally the conteslants in their vehicles. After the pro­
ccssion was ovcr. thc crowd started chauering about the conlestantlt and their chances.
This was an important social e\cnt; many friendships and enmities were made at the
Circus (and somc romanuc liaiwns as ",cll).

The Race
The magl'Hrate 1O charge of tOe the race ~lgnalcd for the ~tart with a whitc c101h. Thc

Conte'lant ... usually ..i~ bot -.omctllllcs as many a~ 10. wailcd in cJo~d boxes called
Ctlrl'~r;.'s ("pn-.on cells"). On the slgn:t!. the ..lall doors opened simultaneou~ly.and lhe
chariotccrs boiled OUI. The r.tcc \\as run in a coulllcrclockwi~ falthion. with Lhe lead­
ing hOrM:S making for the in..ide lr.lck close"l to the spma.

E\en on the first stmighl run lhere "ere dangen.. Chariots could accidcntally slIlash
illlo e:lCh other. Somctimcs 3 ruth Ie..'" dri\er ",ould lry to brea'" 311 opponcnt's wheel .. or
e\cn whIp thc nearest chariotccr (ltCC Dmy Tricks. p. 102). TIle grealcst ris... lay in tal.;·
ing the lum.. al lhe cnd of thc Jp;m/, beCtiUltC the course narrowed d:lllgerou..ly. cnough
for one or two charioH•. 001 not for all.!>lx or 10.

Thl" was the place where lllOM accidcnb occurred. Afler a cfalth. team.. of l>ln\'cl> ran
OIllO thc COUf'C to remO\c bo(hcs and deb", so thc chariOb relurning for ImOlher lap
would not hnvc to deal with those obstaclcl>.

A"thc chariot... complelcd cach lap. lhc noi~ and len.. ion in lhe cro"d "Quid reach
ne" heights. On Ihe comers. leams of slave.'> "p/3,!,hcd the wheels of chariot:. wilh "aler.
lhe fricllon III the \\ heel .. \Ol1lctime'i caused Ihc vehicle, 10 calch fire. (Roll Id. On a I.
n ch:mol·" wheel .. Will c:ttch fire at SOIllC point in the r.lce.llkcly during the later laps.
Unless Ihe fire i, put out within 10 'CConds. the chariol is oul of the racc. and the dnv·
er lake.. Id fire damage. Should the chanol whl,."Ch nOl recci\c the watcr-..plnshmg treat·
menl. for in..lance if a compelitor ha:. bribed the "Iavc.!> handling thi, tUlt .... then lhe
wheels catch fire on a 1·2 on Id.)

1ltc la5tlap W3' the peak of lhc c\cnt, "hen the :o.un iving charioI.-. made a lao;l run
for lhe goal mar"'. After a r,ICC \\,a.. won. lhe mngl!olr.tle of the gamc.. h.tnded lhe award
to lhe charioleer. cw 0; cricr-. r"JCI,."<! through lhe strceL.. to :mnounce the name of the \ ic·
tor. Occasionally. a flock of pigeon.. paintcd in the winnlllg color wao; released o\cr lhe
city.lellmg e\cl)onc know "ho "on.
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Roleplaying a Race
PoIlowins are wxne wggtiuo/" (or

Rlnlun& 1& r.tee In the course of I putt.
Gf\h llIe cncour2£cd 10:tdd mote de1ail
If lhey dtj;lI~. Ikfore Martins ,lit' r1ICe.
t~ GM should calculalc the sP,ecd~ of
~11hc- ..'ducks In lhe contest (lor Sim­
pliCity. he CGflllSStlffie they III tla\"e lhe
~mc hlls.c MO\·c). lie can Cllhtr Uk a
map 0' a ntee course or Nfl lhe, race as
lUI abslnlrCt scnes of ~"Ill rolls.

When the conlotBnl$ lake qfT from
wlr 'lalb. ha\'c each of tWm roll
agalnSl therr TcamslCf" (Hone) skilL
The one Ih:u makl".' hi roll by lhe mosl
lak~ lhe lead: the other5 rank accord­
Ing 10 !he amountlhey made IMlr rolls
b) On any Itc.. the chariots are ~-Io-

""'"If a driver fails hi, first roll. the
chanot'~ ICll/11 docs not Iea\"e the gale
properlY; all iuceesshc rolls :ulC IU -2.
On a ('"hel.l failurt. the chll'Kll. craslk-s
ag.l.lnsc one of IU nelBhbon. Ir Ilt the
fronl Of rt~ of lhe rote this .....j, be lhe
nearesc chariot. If In the middk of the
pad.. roll randomly bctw~n jhe 1.....0
ck>0ie5lchanOCS 10 see .... hll~h $lIft'en. the
cra..<JJ lIL'i ....ell.

Modjfirr~; +I for Combat Rtflcllcs.
1'he drh·cl'5 can Ity 10 use chelr .....hlps to
~pur their tlono; If. drh-er miU.~ I

WhIp fIIId In Animal Handllna roll by 3
or nlOl\:. he getS I +2 bonu 10 hiS
Teamsk'r ~L.tll. and che speed and aecc.1·
cnUlon 0' his chariOt is inrn:ascd by I.
If he nW.eJ cilbl:r roll by~ than 3.
noltllna happens, If ell~r rolls f:1I1~. he
ipOOled his horses.~ he aeu: •.J 10
hiS Teamster skill On a crilkallfllliurc.
he kKts control of hI'S lC:am - the
Teamsk'r roll is II -6. and an !"nlmal
IIllf1dhng roll \$ required 10 bring lhe
mount, back undo' conuol.

Koll ~UCl't'.u:i\'C Quid: COIlCSb 10

dclennine the order of the dunOl..\.

IhI:\oC '1urm" can Ill5I as kxta as lhc GM
tk~lrc" (one for each lip should be ,he
mll1lffiUm number. hovo·C\cr). 'T\c char·
lUI (I(dtr II the end of lhe previj:>u~ roll
81\('\ a penally to the roll. cqu:l11O the
"plxe" of the chariOt minus one For
In~t~. suppose thai of SIX ~Ol.~.

l~ Gold IS In the lead. the Pillflic and
Grcc'n are lied fOf scc:ond. the Red IS

Ihm.!. Htue founh. and lhe Willi" IS Iltg.
gmg II fifth place.. Gold roll$ al no
penalty. Putpk and Grern roU II ·1.
Ked Ilt -2. Blue III -3. and While at .....
1'he Ilo mncrof the conte5C 1t'IO\.e:t up one
place. If one or more dn\'m lit! for lhe
1lo1l1.1ttc) all ml)\'t' uponc: ptatt Ifw
Intling ctwioleu W1M. he ,ets II t I 10
hi, mil on tbl:. nut tum. Tbc.chunOiccr
.... 00 ~~ lhe Ic:ad til lhe enid ortht 13Sl
lap 1~ tne.WIIIMr

1
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For most of their history, Romans were less religious than
superstitious. In most cases, they paid only lip service to their
gods. On the other hand, most citizens of the Empire believed in
the supernatural, in divination and sorcery,
and that dismissing prophecies
would only bring trouble.
Roman chroniclers delighted in
pointing out that a soothsayer
warned Julius Caesar of his
imminent assassination, and
that by ignoring her he brought
about his own destruction.



Later in the Imperial period. Ihis altilude changed. People looking for guidance dur­
ing troubled timcs IUmed 10 Oricntal rcligion~ and mystery culls. OUI of a confused
melange of gods and goddesses, Christianily finally emerged us the new Imperial reli*
gion. and the old gods were abandoned or forced underground.

ROMAN RELIGION
From its beginning. Rome was a land of many gods, and as it grew its inhabitants

worshipped and followed more and more deilies and doctrincs. As the Empire con­
quered Greece and the cast, it was in lum conqucred by the religion.. of those peoples.
By thc Latc Empire. d07cns of differenl cults held sway ovcr difTcrclU St."'Ctions of Rome:
Mithraism "as popular wilh ~oldiers. while the won-hip of Isis had a I:lfgC fcmale fol­
lowing. Many Romans played il "afe by won.hipping scveral gods at thc same lime. It
was not uncommon to find icon... of Mithras. Jesus. and Jupiler in a hou.')C. as well a... a
small shrine to appease the old Illres or house spirits.

One reason for this religious divcrsity was that the original Roman religion was not
emolionally satisfying. Dealings with Ihc gods were regarded in thc same way Ihi'il
Romans saw conlractual obligations. There was little promise of an aftcrlife or higher
reward. This did not matter much while the Republic and the Empire were peaceful and
prosperous. but during time:. of crisis peoplc started looking for a religious "escape."
nlC old gods were unable to provide it ...0 many Rom:ms IUmcd to Ihe beliefs of olher
lands. By the ~Ih century. Mithmism and Christianity were the most popular new reli­
gions: both provided a reason 10 exio;t. promised a bettcr lifc after death. and had much
morc cmotionlilappeal.

At the ~arnc time caslem belicfs invaded the Empire. lhe leaders of Rome created
new gods by dcifying themselves. SeverJI Emperors became gods after their deaths and
somc lried to do so while still alive. Thc Imperial CUll was a... empty of emolion as thai
of the older gods. It was a religion of C'ol1\'elllion: when Ihe Roman citizen "acrificed to
the old gods and the Empire. he wa:. renewing his loyalty to Rome mthcr lhan express­
ing his religious beliefs.

THE ORIGINS OF ROME
Romc's genesis is steeped in myth and legend. According to lradition. the Roman

people were de!>Cended from god~ and heroes.

The Aeneid
This hcroic namtti\'c was written by Virgil in 19 B.C. It retold the myths about

Rome's origins in the story of lhe Trojan hero Aeneas. a demigod (the son ofAphrodite).
When his cit)' was destroyed. Aeneas fled wilh the gods of cit)' and home - the lares
and f/e1fWt's (sec p. 107) - of Troy.

A .;cries of long voyage'i followed a:. Aeneas and hili supponen,. loCarchcd for a new
home. In their lmvels they had 10 overcome man)' dangers. including Harpies. stonns.
and Ihc cnmil)' of Ihe goddc~s Juno. Aeneas SlOPped at Carthage :md fell in lo\'e with ils
queen. Dido. but he had to 1Il0ve on and Ihe hcanbroken queen killed herself. Thai
lragedy was 'iCcn a prelude to Ihe long animosity between Rome and Canhage. After a
visit to the Underworld. Ael1ea'i and hi;; surviving followers reached Ihe land of Latium.
There. ;t waf was waged between Aeneas and the Rutu!i:ms. a neighboring kingdom.
wilh gods and hc~ fighting and perfonning mimclcs for bolh sides. Aeneas killed
Tumus. Ihe king of the Rutilians. and won the war.

Aeneas married Lavinia. the daughler of Latinus. the king of Latium. 'll1e IIl1m;,w

of Troy became the new god:. of the Latins. and the Trojans learned thc language and
CUSloms of their new land. Aeneas' son Ascanius founded a new city. which he called
Alba Longa.

Predestination I
~IOj>t Romans believed I~lll the

future was forcordllined and a person's
fate t'oukJ be discovered befcnhand by
correcUy reading the ome~~ that
occurred in his life. This was panICU'

larl) I~ of importllflt and inOucnual
Roman citizens.

GMs RIMing a Roman carpalgn
muSt ue<:ide wtlettM:r this Roman belief
I~ lrue and whal role fDle will1ta\'e In
the charactm' future. If a OM runs a
(,"ampa~gn l!ICCOrdiltg 10 Romab Ir3(h,

lion. oKe a person's fate is dertmllned
(\Oohctttb- good Of bad) circu"lsU1llCe~
\00'111 bring that fate 10 pass despite llny­
OflC.'·5 !Erion.

"Those who have ~n good omeM
rna) become cocky: those who belre\'e
the) lite doomed mighl live up. 1l11~

doe~ nO' make (or I good campaIgn. A
good oompromise is 10 combipc pre­
dcstmooon and free cboic:e 50 a4vcntur­
m dO no! feci they are being led

""""'"If omeM ~ used in the cUlpaign.
the GM might mllke them hard 10 mter­
prtt For inSl~. liuppose I dill stN­

ICC preted has • choice of .....O<,:tng In
clther Britain or Thrace. The afternoon
of the day before he has 10 nlake hiS
dcclSlOO. he spot an owl (see ~Idcbar.

p. 1QtJ) flying from the .....~. This
might mean thai 10 Co west (I0r.'tam)
... ould be dange:rous 10 the pre I. On
lhe other hand, maybe the owl redlCt.s
that 11 ,real danger will come.Jtom the
\00(':51: maybe 11tnK:e is about 10 be
l",adc:~ by a Cerman tribe.. ~ wrong
Interpretation can fulfill the~y
'''"~IY as I com:cl one. Tht omen
lllxM only predicted dangt:r. so the
....·ltflC.'~ is not~ to di . MOSl
oment hould be vague a~ul the
results as .....ell. A bad omen~d warn
of drnllotion.lCmporary 1055 off.avOl'. or
a danjerous baltle or miuiOfi. Thlt
1;1\'(':5 the group a ChllnCC 10 ookn:ome
lhe dllftculties fate causes. i~ead of
bemg helpless puppets of lheir future.

Foranother way to handle~Imy m
a campaign. sot the Duti", a(I\oantagc
on p. 35.



Etruscal/ UI/dead
The Etl'\UUll$ r.ce p. 46) were fas­

cinated "'ith death and the afterlife.
'They ctr'voted much of their c~y to
b,uldu,€ and maintaming gD\C Jl1e\ for
,ht',t aACcston. and to sacrifici~ offer­
Ings 19 the dead. Gi~n thtU ~lid"

tht, .... 11S energy wdl spcnL
LILt the Greeks and Roman\. the

EIO!<;('3nS believed that the soul~ of the
dead "'elt carried to Hades. The}
thoug" thlll a man's spint became:
<il'ldcd afler death and thai pan of II
d.... cllcd ncar 115 monal reOWM, If tlk'if

restmg places wm not comfortable. aoo
If penOdic offerings or food and !!lfl\
.... rn: I1llC made. the dtad mlgbl lea\c
thClr graves and exact reven,c The
ROl'Il3R'l shared~ of thai rt'SpC'<:1 for
the de:d. bull'lOl 10 mal degrtt.

An inlcresung mixture of (;UNPS
l/ofTor and Hom~ would deal with thl'
I\Soe. TT1I\'ckrs might come upon an
ab3ndclnt'd ElfWCan town m a femme
!It('3 - a tOWl'l where !he dead .... alL the
streets. In II cincmluic campaign. the
r'C'sult of disttSpcd to one's lUlte,tu,..,
mIght lum the unusy dead 10'" 10m­
ble, or vampires. TheGM oou.ldgo fur­
ther and set an ad\'COlUn: where. on lhe

t\t of a powerful llStrologkal align.
menl. all dead EJruSCllrtS become am­
1113100 jlnd Ix"e:tk free from lhclr IOmh...

Romulus alld Remus
Twelve generation, :lfler Ihe ri ...e of Ihe hou...e or Aenca.... NUllllltlr. the 13th "Lng of

Alba Longa. Wa.\> depo!ocd b) hi ... cvil brother Amuliu:.. Arnuliu, "illed all the ,on, of
Numitor. and madc hi, ani) daughtcr:l Ve,l:ll Virgin ,0 ,he could be"r no '011'0. Rca
Silva. the daughtcr. c:lught the fane)' of the god Mat'> hce p. lOS). :llld borc 1\\ Ill'.
Amuliu" had hcr imprisoned: Ihe babic!. \\ cre put in a ba...kcl and Ihrown in Ihe Tiber
River.

111e lwin, were fed by a I,he-\\olf and a .... (){x1pccker. oolh of \\hom \\('rc ,c,",anb
of Mar~. The chief !.hepherd of Arnullu,- found the hable, alltl r.l;,cd lhcl11 a'" hi, 0\\ n
~n'i. Thanks 10 thcir godly prowl''''. Romulu'i and RClllu'i becalllc the Ieade...... of the
')hephcrd:. in the region. TIle 1\\0 00)' \\cre e\cntuall) di-.co\crcd b) their grandrathcr.
the depo--ed Numilor. With Iheir help. Nurnilor o\enhn:v. and killed AIllUliu, and once
again became king of Alba Longa.

TIle 1\\ in, Ihell decided 10 found lheir 0\\ n Cil)'. and a bLtter m-alry cn...ucd. '-lIlee
each w:ulled 10 givc hi .. OWIlI\;lllle 10 Ihe city. Tn ,ell Ie the di'pule. the tv. in, :Igrced lhal
thc lirst one to ..ee a nighl of \ ullure'- \\ould be the \\ mner. A, they w:llll'd. Relllu, 'Lglll­
cd "iix vulturc.;: vcry <;honl)' aftcf\\·ard,. HOlllulu<; ...a\\ Iwchc. Rerm.... claimed thaI he
had ~ccn thl' bird... fir..t. '" hill' ROlllulu... alleged th:lt he \\ a... the \\ inner hccalhe he hal..!
""een more \ulttlfc"'. Rell1u, wa~ killed. either in the lighllh:ll en...ued among the 1\\ in":
followc ....... or '" hcn he lcaped Ihc \\all, of Ihc nc\~ cilY. a ':lcrilegiou, aeliun.

The new city (called Romc) grc\\ po",crful under ROlllUlul-. According 10 "Olllr.: leg-
end in the 37th )ear of hi, reign ROllllllu.. di ..appc:Jrcd in a thundercloud. and lhe <"en-
ato around him dr.:c1ared that he had been ('arried off to he:lVen. The dcilied R011lulu,
\\a:- renamed Quinnu ... C..ec fl. lOS). AnOlht:r lr.ldition c1:1I11l' that Rmllulll' v.:I .. actual­
ly tom to piecc" hy Ihe l>CnaIOr>o.. \\ho Ihcn lll\l'nted the ,1(1) of hi, dcilie:ltlon 10 cover
Iheir crime.



Spirits
The original Romans belic"ed thm all things. living or dead. were inhabited by ~pir­

its, called twmina (singular mlml!ll). These spirits were not good or evil; they could be
appeased and bargained with through sacrifices. and they reacted angrily if not war·
shipped properly. Thcre was a tlilmen for c"cry place. activilY, working 1001. and weath­
er event, These spirits also had largcr vcrsions that did for thc whole nmion what thc
minor tlfl1tlitw did for households, These higher spirits evenlually became gods,

The morc common tfW"itfll were found in e\'ery household. Thcy included the I(lres,

who guarded the home and the land, the penates. guardians of the slorerooms and Ihe
food. and Vesta. the female t1JII1rell of the fireplace. A shrine to all three was usually kcpt
somcwhere in cvery hou~. and small offerings of food were given to thcm.
Additionally. a family spirit. the ge"ills. wa... also given homage. The genius lived in thc
parer ftllllilios. and was passed along from one gene......tion to the next. Won-hi ping onc's
anccslOrs involvcd paying rcspect to thc genills of onc's family. The carliest Emperors
dcified their genills inslCad of thcmseh'cs. Thi~ ge"ills Ihcn wa... fXbscd from cach
Emperor to the next. in cssence passing along the godhood. The spirils of the dead. or
/tlll"e,\', dwell in the lombs of the deceased. and had to be kept appeased or they could
haunt the living (:.cc sidebar. p. 106),

These spirits rCQuired small offcrings: to neglt:ct them wa." supposed 10 bring bad
luck, At first. the duty of appeasing and dealing with the ""l1Ii"a lay with the etdcstmale
of the family (sec pmer familitls. p. 5). A~ riluals becamc more complcx. a class of
priests and priestcsses was created (see p. I II).

THE ROMAN PANTHEON
As Rome grew from a fanning settlement 10 a city. some 1111"';110 becamc more

important. Their support was considered necessary for :lny major undertakings such as
war, the ercction of public buildings, and the founding of colonies. Latcr on, as the first
contacts wilh Grcck culture took place through thc Etruscans (scc p. 46). these powcr­
ful IIIlmi"(I becamc as!lociated with equivalent Greek gods, By the time of the Republic.
these gods were finnly established and all had scvc......1 tcmples in the cit)'.

The gods of Rome dwclt in Olympus. originally belicved 10 be Mount Olympus. a
moumain r.Ulgc in Grcece, Latcr on. Olympus was said to be in thc heavcns. Many
heroes and giants tried to reach Olympu~. always unsuccessfully.

Jupiter
Jupiter wa~ thc chief Roman god. Originally Jupiter (also called )O\';s Pater) wa...

the tllllllt't/ of the heavens. He was associalcd wilh the Greek lighlning-god Zeus. and
becamc the leader of thc gods. the divinc equivalcnt of the parer!amilitlS, Hc wa~ the
bringer of min and lightning. and was worshipped as the protector of Rome and thc
deity of loyalty. Jupilcr was also Ihe god of oaths; swearing by his name was not light­
ly done in early Rome.

Jupitcr was the son of Saturn. and thc brother of Ncptune and Pluto. He and his broth­
ers drew lOIS to see which portion of thc univcrse cach onc would rulc. Jupitcr won the
Heavens. NcplUnc lhe Sea. and Pluto the UndcN.'Orld. He was Ihe fmhcr of most of lhe
other gods and acted as judge to both gods and monals. He was the most powerful god.

Hc had many aspects, which were worshiped by different cult~. Jupitcr Lucetius
was a god of light. Jupiter Elicius conlrollcd rain and thc weathcr. Jupitcr Fulgur was
lhe god of thundcr and lightning.

The Roman vcrsion of Jupitcr did not have a very human personality. being more
of a force of nature. Greek innucnce gave him Ihe attributes of Zeus: he was a tcrn·
per..mcnlal und lecherous god. fumous for his infidelities. Hc is usually depictcd as a
beardcd. mature man.

Tile Sky Stolles
ofJupiter

Jupiter Lapis was I~ deitY, of the
IU)MCnou.S stones (lupiJu sdiqJ) thaI
...e~ lZpt in the CapitOline temple In

Rome and wen: used 10 we ooths,
The\( "tones were 5llid 10 ha\'\" come
(rum tbe: sky - Ihundc:tbolls thai l:l1cr
bd::une stones. People wishing 10 &1\('
Imporwnt 03lhs $II...ore o\'c:r them,
H"lonans be!IC\'C thai the st~ In the
Capnolinc: lemple were prthislCI'je omt
tool~,

51111. 1tK: idea of Mones Ihal \olen:
once thundc:rbohs conjures up '-C\crJI
mlcresling poMibililies. Mllybe the:
~lone~ were magical, with me ablluy to
ca.~t thunderboils and cnfon:eoaths ('ICe

the Grtal Geas spell. p. M68; 11K' spell
...ould be modified 10 apply to the oath
the subject makes). among other thmgs.
Pcrha~ these powe1'5 .... en: f~rgOllcn

(or IcrllpOf'arily IDs..... hen the world',s
manu level dimmed), or perhups the)'
are SllU funclional (in ~hkh case PCs
SlI>eanng O\'Cf !hem h:Id betIC'" ml'llfl

theIr oaths).

Godly Magic
In • Full Magic cam~gn (see p.

I(6) ""ilh «Ihoc dell~. priCli/.~ afKI
other rnonals wilh links to I~C gods
mil) ~ some divinely grunted 0(

laught spells. Outlined below ate some
College! of MagIC (S«: p. Bl49J thai
an: appmprllUe to I p:lrticul,..- god.
People .....ilh ties 10 lhal deily do noI
ha\'e 10 be restricted 10 those sptl1s. btU
lh<'o;c :n the Il"Imt likely 10 be granted
by Ihlllgod.

Ju,,,tu: As the 1t000r of tlr gods.
}uptlcr' is the mosl po.....erful ~lIy In

OI}mpUs. Any College of MlIgle could
emanale from him. WonhiPPC1 of one
of Jupiler'li llipe<:IS ha\·e ntrtolloer
c1lOICCS. Follollo.'m of Jupilet Ehclu~.

for rn~tancc:. could know .... ealtlfr·rd,n.
ed Air and Waler spell while (hose of
Jupncr Lucetius .....ould be reslriCled 10
LIght and Darknelis spells.

Juno: 'The .....orshippers of lhi\ goo­
dc\s would ha\'e llI.'C'eSS to Proll'Clion
and Warning (her geese alerted lhe
Romans about the Gallic inVll'ion of
390 II.C.) and Healing spell .

QuirinllS: Colleges of magir under
Quinnus' influence .....ould Include
o;clecled spe1l5 from the P'roleenClfl and
Warmng and Body Conlrol OJllcges.
panlc-ularly lhose which increase
~l~ns-Lh 01' vilility.:-



Godly Magic
(Colt/hilled)

MIJ,.,: Mm·related spells included
lho~ mentioned under QUlrlJ1U~

tabmc) plus HealiOi and PllUJI ,pel"
related to agriculture.

\'rslD: All Firc .lipclls would IX'
blO'4 n 10 a foUower of Vesta Food
spells could also be availabk.

Apollo: Folkwicrs of Apollo \0\111
h:nc :I(C6S 10. wide \..ml)' of ~pell\.

mcluchna the Knowledge, Fire. I.ighl
and DarkM:ss. :and Sound college,.

P/UIO: Ali god of the Underv.orld.
311 Nccl'OlIllnlic spells can be It'arncd
from Pluto. Since his powu c~lel'l\kd

10 the underground. Earth spell, 011.;0
fall under lhis gOO's mnuence.

\'ulfDII: Vulcan could I~nl an)
FIfe, Malong and Breaking. or
Enchantment .spell.

"'t'f'Cury: A follov,er of McrcuT)
(parlll:ularly a thu:f) could Itarn
Mo\'ctaenl and Sound spells.

Nf'ptunr: Bc:sldes Willer MagiC. thi~

god could grant My ~callJet'.relaled

spell :u well as Animal spells relatro 10
'\(3 creatures III"1d hones.

&«hus: Mind Control spe.l~, c'llC"­
mil) those with negali\'e cff«ts. are
lhe province of this god. as wd! :u un)
,peUs ~llIlcd 10 shapeshifting.

Omells
ROnJans belic,'cd in IWO "'a)\ 10

dl\l1lC the future. The firsl one .... a~ 10
usc ntuals and CCfl:mooics (!iCC Tht
"Emm'(U1 An.- p. II~). 1be other .... us
10 mlerprel 5U1Inge or unusual e\enJ~

that ottutTtd around II person The
h\cs of fUlUre Emperors and pronllllCnl
dlllen. were supposedly full of omens
Ihat f~hadowed their deeds. SonIC
ammal•. objcds. and natural phenome­
na .... cre also supposed 10 predict future
C\Cnt~. OMs wwung 10 add f1J\'or to
the campaign ean bring !hose omens
mlo play. Whether the OCfltJ15 111: Intc
or nlCaningless is up 10 the OM TIle
PCs ~hould belit'\~ lhall~ are tnJC (Ul
Ica~1 most should; s« Dis"¥flrdl/l/(
Omttls, p. 110).

C(Hllitlu~ I'Hl rw,Xt pog~. ,

JUliO

Jupiler's wife was also a ~ky goddess. allhough she was associated lllore c1o~ely

with the night sky and the 11100n. She became the equivalent to the Greek Her.!. the god­
des~ of marriage_ childbirth. and wOlllen in general. She acted :b a "guardian anger' of
all ",omen. One of hcr :l"lpects. Juno Moncta. was the godde~s of banken.: her temple
housed the first Roman mint

In the myth, she is usually ponrJycd a:. a jealou~ woman: .!>he destroyed many of
the women Jupiter "Cduced. She wa.!> also guilty of vanity. puni,hing women \\ ho com·
pared themselves to her or who did not pay her proper respect.

QlIiriflllS
This god was the deified Romulus (sec p. 106). He wa~ one of Ihe three main gods

of the Roman pantheon. together with Jupiter and Maf'ii. unlil hi.. worship was aban­
doned in favor of Juno·s. He was Ihe god of l1len·at-arms. There wa~ no Greek cquiva­
lent of Quirinus. which 111:IY havc influenccd Ihe god'~ fall imo di"lusc. By the Imperial
period there \\cre very few worshippers of Quirinus.

Mars
Thi~ was the god of bolh agricullurc and war. and wa:. al ..o called

roo·lavon. and Mamen. (..ome Italian lllercenarie~ called thcmscl\'es the
Mamenines. or ".!lOns of Mars"). He wa~ linkt.'<f 10 lhc Greek \\':Ir-god
Arcs. He was ~upposcd to imure a good planting of the crop and pm.
leCI Ihe anny during war.

He wa.!> moslly invokcd by soldien.. but a'\ Mar.:. Sihanus he pro·
lecled bclic\'crs from disease. ian. was served by a woodpecker
called Picus. who had oncc been human and could forclellihe future.
The father of Romulus and Remus. l\'1ars proteclcd them :lOd helped
thcm ri..c 10 power. He wa~ al!>O a god of revcnge. and was invoked
by Auguslu!> when hc denounccd thc ass~sins of Juliu!> Caesar.

Vesta
The original tIIlmen of the horne hearth cvcntually had a national equivalent: ils

tcmple "a,:, thc Empire's hcanh. and its fire was tendcd to by the Vc"lul Virgin, (\CC p.
111). She was identified with the Greek goddess Hc!>tia. who had thc !>ame powers.

Vesta was the guardian of Ihe family and the community. The fireplace of every
Roman home was dedic3led 10 her. She was also the palron goddess of balers.

Pluto
Plulo. or Dis. was the Roman version of Hadcs. the dreaded god of the Underworld

(Plulo walt originally a Greek euphcmism for Hades - it wa~ considered dangcrous to
.:opeak lhe god's name out loud). He wa:. Zcu~' brother. and was charged with keeping
the dead in his subterranean kingdom. :11.;0 called Hadei-. 'mere Ihe ltOUr~ oClile evil dead
were judged and punished with complex tonure!>. Most of Ihe dead were not disciplincd:
Ihcy ~illlply could nOI leavc.

Pluto also had somc conneclions with agriculture. Being the god of the underworld. he
owned all lhe wealth hidden under lhc ground. including mineroh :lOd rcccnlly·planIL-d
crops. Still. no one worshiped. and rarely mentioned. this deity excepl in the vilest cun.cs.

VUICllll

The god of lire and craCls. Hc \\tb originally only Ihe god of fire and volcanoes. bUI
laler became identified with the Greek god Hephaestus and becamc the deity of black­
smiths and craftsmen.

MYTHS AND R



Ja"us
Another native Roman god. Janus was the deity of doorways. beginnings. and end·

ings. and WB represented as having two faces. 'The doors of his main temple at Rome
were only closed when there was peace throughout the Empire - an event that happened
only a handful of limes in the whole history of Rome. His blessing was asked before
starting any undertaking (the fioot month of the year is named after him).

Omens
(Continued)

Omens do nol ~ui~ the ClII>tlnlil of
spell : they :are C"cntS or vLstqns ttlal
can happen to anyone. 1"lks 0< 0f*M
are~ lutomlatieall)' behc.\"N, ho'\l.C\­
cr. Thc{!IUtlUi and credibllll)' of the wit·
ness ak tollsidcml before~ peopk
accqJI~ C\'Ul1 as In 0Rla'_

l.JslCd bc.low life some of the things
th:n ~om~n, considered 0 ns Of

ingrcdr.ntS In omens:
AtllfMlJ.· Rom3n~ used the dl\lna·

lion ltehnlque of 1lanup(t'Gti~(ite p116>d..hCnl animal enlnils ...·cre
''n-ad" for 18m. Scsides that. ~ImaJs
and mal -euonJ were an i",portlnl
sowcc of omeM. BlJ'ds en \~ cam-
mon In omens.~ ·crc aJte fore-
cas of toems. and s)'m~ of the
icllon or the EmPII'C: an Injured cagle.
for in • was I symbol of cbnJCr
for the Emptt'C or I IClion. OWls ....·ct'C
su~ to brin, bad Iud BCCJ
broualf. &ODd fonune.

Ob.kru: ObjectS wcre seen s)'m·
bols; If somcllun, happcn1 to an
objCCl. lhe omen affa-tcd the penon or
lhlnl ·ttl \Ilihtdl that ob}«t was IS5O­

ci:ucd. For IMlll~. a plltricia'" lOla
WM II ymbol of the patrICian tlIU: a

tOl')' about AUIUlIUi
dairm t.Iw one Ua)' hIS
loal spht and fe. 00v0'n,
whic,:h was InterJteled as
an (Nl"liCn thai~ <b)' he
would hl\'t~ ~~ patri­
cians It hI fcrt. A two­
kt"ll SIlItuc was ar~
ofdeath or injuf>; for the
pcrsoa repruc.:r.ed In
that MIWC. or if per'
son was de.... I SUI'

vivlnl t'Cllth-e vr C\"Cn
his whole fanlil>1 _

AC'IIOIU' lJIId J::1'~"tJ:

Some evcnll ....·el'C.'
Lhoulht 10 be the twbtn­
gets of futut'C dc\'clop­
mctIts, or to dctcnninc
sood or bad I~k. If a

R~ k'adcr utnblcd or l'cll JUst
before IK'ltln' out on c&nlplU,n. lhis
was cmsidcred a bad ):ign. Sometimes
• ~UlC-WIlled person could twp a bad
~"Cnl hiS ad\'at'llJlle. Whc'l Juhu$
C .... 15 cam~l"lnllOAftica. tit
sliPPJ and fell on a beach: the ,eneral
grn~ 1....0 haodfuls of ea~h and
)"rllcd "Africa. I ha\"C. tiPI hold of
you'" us luminJ the fall into I sym­
bol ~ht~~ co"qynl.

, .~\';b· .•
•
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o RELICI

Mercllry
Mercury was the messenger of the gods. as well as the god of merchants. ll'avclers.

and thievc..~. He was linked to the Greek god Hemles. He was ponroycd as a young man
dressed wilh winged sandals and cap. which all0Y0'ed him to lr3vcllll incredible speeds.
Besides helping mortal travelers (marking stones were set on roads in his name).
Mercury al'\O guided the souls of the dead 10 Ihe underworld. Pluto's realm (see above).
Gamblers. thieves. and con men prayed to him for luck in their endeavors.

TIle formal .....orship of Mercury was sponsored by members of Lhe merchant guilds.
who donated money to fund temples and religious festivals in his name.

Vulcan was lame. a resuh of being thrown from heaven and falling towards me
Eanh for a whole day. He buill many wondrous artifacts. including a chair that held his
mother. the goddes~ Juno. and an invisible net with which he caught his wife Venus
when she committed adultery wilh MlU'S.

The worship ofVulcan concenlr.ued mainly on his qualitjes as Lhe god of fire. Prayers
'here made to him to prevent fires and volcanic eruptions. His priests (callcdj1amiffl."s)
officiated al ceremonies .... here fish were thrown into a sacred fire. Temples 10 Vulcan
"'cre kepi oUlside city walls. since they wcre dedicated to such a destructive deity.

Satur"
Saturn was anmher agricultural god. in charge of protecting the grain

while it wns underground. Saturn was lIle father of Jupiter. eptune. and Pluto.
He also fathered Picus. Mars' servant. This god was worshipped in the popu·
lar Sluurnalia winter festival (see p. 21). 'The day Saturday was named for him.

Neptu"e
eptune was the god of the sea and sailors. and was the equivalent of

Poseidon in Greek mythology. At first ~ever. he was:1 god of rivers and lakes.
and it wns not until the Romans were inOue-need by the Greeks that his inOuence
was extended to the sea. His symbol was the trident: other than that. he lookc..'d
much like Zeus. Like his brother. Neptune had numerous lia.isons with morrol
women. from which were born severnl heroes.

This god was as harsh as the sea, punishing lIlose who displeased him wilh
stomlS and Ooods. Shows of piety could move him. or SO sailors believed.

Apollo
The Greek sun·god Apollo wus w<nhiped by the Romans, who kept his original name.

He was a prolcctor of herdsmen. as well as patron of musicians and poelS - his symbol was
the lyre. A5 god of prophecy and oracles. he was well·regarded by the Romans. who were
fascinated by omens. Apollo's bow and arrows slew anyone they targeted: his power was
such that even the OIhcr gods avoided him.

TIle god was so skilled in medicine that once he resurrected a man. an action that
caused enmity between him and Jupiter. Apollo killed the giant snake Python. which
guarded the oracle of Delphi. and that city cominucd 10 producc prophecies well inlo
Roman times. Famous see~ claimed 10 havc been laughl by the god. or to be descend·
cd from him.



The Divine Qualities
Besides worshipping the deities above. Romans also believed in and invoked "qual­

ities" like Justice or Loyalty. These qualities were given godly auributes. They had wills
of their own and affccted men as they wished. Statues and temples were erected 10 them.

Among these qualities were COl/cordill (Unanimity). ForwIIll (Luck). J/lsticill
(Justice). Pft{ (Peace). Pietas (Dutifulness). Veriws (Truth). and Victoria (Victory).

Hercules
This god of strenglh did not have a Roman equivalent. but was taken from the Greek

pantheon. and his name Romanizcd from the Greek Hemkles.
Hercules was originally:, mona!. the son ofZcus and a nomlal woman. His strength

was so great that he was able to wreslle gods and giants. Among Hercules' exploilS were
his Twelve L1bors. which he undenook to achieve immonality. He changed the course
of rivers, killed the Hydr:,. and destroyed several other monsters. Besides his greal
strength. Hercule:-.' main weapon was a powerful bow only Ihe stronge'" heroc~ could
bend. The arrow~ were poisoned with the blood of the Hydm. so powerfUl that it
destroyed the demigod himself. Hercules met his end when the centaur essus tricked
his wife into smearing Iiydm poison on a gamlenl. When Hercules put on the tunic, he
was seiz.ed by such agony that he set himself on fire. Zeus took pity on him, however.
and when the names had consumed Hercules' monal foml. the god took him to
Olympus. where he was deified.

Hercules was n popular god for soldiers and gladiators. During lhe Lale Empire.
Hercules was the god of the junior. or lieutenant. Emperors (sec p. 59).

Venus
This love and fertility goddess was the Roman version of Greek goddc.'is Aphrodite.

The original Venus was more a goddess of the home and cleanliness. but Greek innu·
ence changed this. Venus was a fickle goddess. a symbol of lust and passion. She was
also the goddess of romance. and was reputed to help young lovers o\'ercorne their dif­
ficulties. People who engaged in illicit affairs often called to her in their prayers.

Venus was reputed to be the grandmorher of the Roman hero (ulius. who originat­
ed the lulii clan. Julius Caesar. Augustus. and several Emperors belonged to this fami­
ly and so could claim they were the descendants of the goddess herself.

Bacchus
Bacchus was the Roman version of the agricultural and wine god Dionysu~. He was

not widely worshiped (although hi1) name was often used in bars). but his cull altmclcd
some attention during the Republican period.

This god was born a monal. bul even before he became a deity he had great pow­
ers. being able 10 shapcshift victims. control weather. and use music to force people 10

dancc madly. He laught men 10 cullivate grapes and make winc. As a wine god. how­
ever. he representcd bolh Ihe pleasures of wine and the evil that crln come from its abuse.
He punished many men by visiting them wilh bouts of madness in which they murdered
their loved ones.

Diana
Diana was a nalure and fertilily goddess who was later identified wilh Ihe Greek deity

Artemis. She prote<:ted 1ll00hen. of all species and was also Ihe deity of domestic animals.
She was called upon by hunters and was well known by her bow and arrows, which were
as jlO\\'crful as her brother Apollo·s. Pregnant women asked for her protection.

The goddess was also Ihe patroness of plebeians (sec p. 8) and slaves. In fact. thc
traditional priests of Diana were supposed to be runaway slaves!

~o

Disregardillg Omells
Not. all Romans were inc.linCllto h~­

ten to qr believe omens and their signif­
lean«" This Vr'8S particull\rly true of
StOIC)~ Epicureans (see p. 112). In:a
campajgn without magic. this ~lU'ude
\\111 bring negative reactions from the
1l"lO(t srperslilious Roman majonty If a
person ignort'S omens und then 5uffc(\
the omens' pmbcted conscqucnc~. hiS
peers.."i11 scorn and ridicule hinl.

During the First Punic War. for
In"llta. !.he Roman admiral GlaudlUs
llulcht.-r had brought aboard sc\'l.'rnl
,acred chkkcM to allow pOesLS 10 read
omen_ befOfe un upcoming bank. 1lle
chicl-ens refused to ell. which 11K'
pn~l\ interprt.ted as II bad siall from
the gf)d.s. Frustrated, Pulchtr said
"Well. ~f!hey woo', tal. Iellhem dnlll.
mstead!" and tossed the chicken, m'<:[­
board. He: decided to JlfCSs on despite
the bad omens. and Vo'll5 terribly defeat­
ed Mliny Romans billmed thjj ddcal
on Pu~her'l sacrilegious disreganJ of
the omens, and he was forced to reure
In dl\grace.

Ac~'Ofding to Roman chromclero>,
<;('\'cra~ e\'cntS foresh:wJov,"td CltC'\ar')

mUnk~. but the diet:llOf ignored lhem
Warned not 10 appear in pllbl~ dunng
thc Idrs of Mllt'Cb. he SCO':llcd the
propOC1 \\ho prtdicted his death dunng
lhal UIOC. "The Ides of Mlln:h ha\1:
comc:1 Cxsar said. ~Yes. they ha\c
come. ~t they !ut.\·e no( yet gone:' Wll~

lhe ~t's reply. Later that W)' he
",as murdered.

Romans who refuse to bchc\1: In

omen~ hJ\'e lhe Otlu ion ·'Omtns Are
Meamagless." worth ·S or -10 POII\~.

In II noo.magical campaign. thi, dlW,
\'anlage is wonh ·S poinu b«alf<ie mo'il
Romall§ will re:K:t to these: people llt ·1.
NO! bdieving in 0ITle1lS i akiq to not
bche\ Ipg in the power of the \:00,. a
o;ocnk&tous Itlilude. In I curnp'l.Ign
\\ here magic and divination wprk and
llfC ullponant in the campaign. the
dcluSldn is real and dangcroo~. :md
wonh 10 points. In I 5«rrt MagIC
campa gn (Ste p. 116) it shquld be
worth ·S points. Thi.s way the plll)'crs
.... ill ~ know whether their "delUSIon"
IS real pr not.



Gamblers and anyone laking a chance would mUlier a pruyer 10 Fortuna. After a suc­
cessful war a procession 10 Victoria would be conducled OUI of grJlitude.

THE PRIESTHOOD
The relationship between the IIIm,ina and their worshippers was mostly personal.

Hoy,ever. when something necessitaK"d the intervention of a major deity. the cilil.ens
consulted a priest The priest helped conduct the sacrifices 10 the gods and interpreled
their will. As lime wenl on. Ihe office of priesthood became a matter of learning the righl
rituals rather than a function of piousness or spiritual abilities. There were several priest­
ly schools. such as the Pontiffs. who mainly deah with rituals and
s,1crifices. and the Augurs. who concentrated on divination.

Tire I>olltifex A1aximlls
The Politi/ex MlLfimus was the head of the Pontiff College and

religious leader of Rome. Originally. the ancient Roman kings had
held Ihal office. When the Republic came about. the position became
purely religious. 'The Pomi/ex Ma.:rimu$ wa." nOla priest: by the time
of the lale Republic. it h:ld become a political office (Julius Caesar
served in thai posilion for a while). Augustus took over the office of
Politi/a Mluimus, and after him. il became the heredilary office of
the Emperors. revening in .'itOme ways 10 the lime of lhe kings.

Tire Vestal Virgins
The Vestal Virgins. six in number. were in charge of keeping the

sacn.'<I fire in the temple ofVesta. This was supposed to never go out.
TIle Virgins were chosen from girls six 10 len years old. who were
supposed to serve for 30 years. 11lcre were three types of Vestals. with two members in
each type: the beginners or novices. the initiated and acting priestesses. and the elders.
The eldesl Virgins ruled and t3ughtlhe resl

The Ve~lal Virgins had severol privileges and could exen great innucnce in many
matte"",. C\'cn with Emperors. On many occasions. they persuaded the Emperor to issue
pardons. AIMl. it was considered bad luck for a Veslalto meel a person who had been
condemned to death (the V~tals still (mended the arena. because the pt.'Ople there had
some chance of survi\'lll). If a Veslal ran inlo such a person. the criminal had to be
relea.~d to avoid the bad omen (crafty Pes mighllry to ammge such a meeling 10 save
a friend).

These privileges had a price in the dutic.'i the Veslals had to fulfill. and lhe punish­
ments if they failed. If a Virgin allowed the fire 10 go OUI. she was severely beaten. and
a special ceremony was conducted 10 sian the fire once again. If she broke her vow of
chasttty. she was buried alive. and her lover publicly Whipped to death. Despile Ihis.
scandals involving soiled Vestal Virginli happened occasionally in Rome.

EASTERN CULTS
Religions that originated in Persia. Asia Minor. Syria. or the Greek territories even·

wally gained the favor of Romans. They grew in popularity during the Imperial period.

The Dace/lanais
'The cull of the god Bacchus (see p. 110) was one of the earliest CJt(){ic culls to become

popular in Rome. The riles of Bacchus included playing nutes. wild dancing. and the
consumptioo of wine. II was rumored that lhe cultists also engaged in self-nagellalion.
whipping themselves as pan of the dance. and ended the ritual in a sexual orgy. The
Senate banned its proctice for a while. btll by the lime of lhe Empire it had relurned.

4 city was sulJPO$Cd lOt...
or nKll'f ~UOI'I ddlleS ltut ov w the
cit)' arid prot«lcd it durin. t o(

"""~fthe JOd$ of the ri~ were
~mo\' it rlY&n1 «nain~ (or 11.
The R Ji only used the cere KK1)' of
~'Ot:GI .... brn the WJet 10 be
ulletl)'ldcslroycd: II was at lhe

siege f1 Vdi and brfOf'e the nK:IIOrt
of CarflaJC (see p. 48).

In ~ S«:~l MagM: campai
110). the around of. city .... Sods
h.:I\'e~n !'emD\'cd becornts unhol)'
grou bad luck piques an who
tncs setlle lhue. Tt'Ult this Ii • spe­
CIlI! 3;fnt CUl'!ie spell (see p. 1~6) thlIl
affects lOyone who Ihu on ~ cit)'
grot! RemoYin, the JOds of CIty IS

II dlU,«er (01" the ~fenders - fusing
the m~<ombat Nks, reduce the 13
of all dcfcnckn by ItIJIf and I mcnk
by 3 1 ·ds. In • non-magic clf.tpalsn.
the: c is psycho1oakal =BaJ;
people \\ ho 11)' 10 setlle on
grou ....ill be shunned by and
may to (ace qa1 ctw'Jes. rlxnus
Grxc s (see p. 49) tried to ~tle

Canha : this was yet :J""""
(01" hu f.U.

An unholy city can be lit l( :II

cer('~ .1iftina~s per·
(ornr(d. CiMl.Hi---wn-~ ally
reool al I te ~ r iu
... I
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Stoicism
sm was more _ philosoph)'
li&ioo. oot for some cijllcns 11

_ slfOl'lger source of monl ~up­

mosc Roman cults. FUJt mlro­
inlo Rome by the ereeks.

5toki preached the calm e~urance

of ml~ unes and the 5CMCh~innc.r
peace. lIS crt_tor wu Ihe Greek
ph,~ Ztoo. who dai thai
Re wu the fQOS{ powerful rorrc m
the un CfSC. A IIWl woo follOT-ed lhe
mtlul1l~ law of Reason could ac:<:ept In·
umph ind tragedy with the samt wen·
ilY. anfl would be able to fulfill his
duties ,:> the bat of his lbili~ Failure
and ~u«:ess were of no eonseq~ncc as
long arone did hiJ best llnd remwned
true to easoa.

TIll doc:trine WIL5 "cry appeohng 10
Roma'}S of the upper classes. who were
w~ 10 be raised with • Strong
sense f dUly. Sioics became enemlcs
of su lilion (looting down Ion the
Romans who turned 10 divintrs and
aUlLurslin scan::h of an answer) Illld tned
to enditc their problems with ~rcmty.
They -!.ill get _ .) reaction f"l'm etll­
uns .... know of a Stoic's di~n for
omens

Epicureanism
Thi philosophy asscned ."al the

....·orld \\115 made of smln pamcles
called Itoms" and notlling el5c; there
.....t'rc gods and 00 afterlife. 5lOce
thl~ lif was the only one to be had. the
chlcr in it was to enjoy illo lhe
fullest Monlily was only. set pf rulrs
10 pre I people (rom hurting each
other.

TIll outlook was popular among lhe
upper lasses. MllnY noblemen paid hp
ser,"l to these beliefs and used them
10 JUs fy their decadent ~. True
EpICUrp"! looked down on docDdcnce.
hoy,'C"f1,' ~eess wu believed 4> shon­
en onfs life, and to brin aboul
unple:lfllnl eonseq~nces.

In any case. this doctrine lppCaled
10 the /",ealthy, who could llITprd lhe
pursUI~ of pleasure. To la''eI and the
poor. I was much less appetizing.

Mystery CllftS
Eastern in origin. these cults were beSt known for their setret rituals which only ini·

times of the religion were allowed to attend. This naturally sparked suspicion. Rumors
and tales about wild orgies. self-mutilation. and human sacrificc wcre vcry common
(some of those stories had a basis in truth). The cuils were generally not persecuted
unless their activities became violent or offensive.

Some popular cults included the worship of Cybcle. an Asi'lIl fer1ilily goddess
called "the Great Mother:' The cult had both male and female pricslesses. Some male
priests. known as galli. castrated themselves in the course of their initial ion ceremony.
Other ceremonies included sexual orgies. Although most Romans looked down on
them. the Cybelines were reputed to wield magical power. and severJI prominent citi­
l.cns from aU classes joined the cult.

Isis. an Egyptian goddesl>. was a goddess of fenility like Cybcle. but also of magic.
TIle priests of the cull had 10 be :1 descendalu of the Egyptian prieslly caSle. Initiales
confessed all their sins to the members of the cult and by doing so washed away all
pasl transgressionl>. Her cult was popular in the ea:.tem provinces and built a large fol­
lowing in Rome ilself. Dc\'otecs of Isis wore colorful robes and masks during public
ceremonies.

Judaism
Judaism stood out from most religions in the ancient world in that it claimed the

existence of one god only. and denied Ihe power of all other deities. Originally a reli­
gion of nomadic herders. by the lime of the Romans it had evoh'ed into a sophislicated
religion. wilh a Great Temple in Jerusalem. rabbinical schools. and much innuence.

The Jews had expanded to the te:.t of the Hellenized East after Alexander the
Gretll's conqucsls. Jewish commercial colonies nourished in most eustem cities: many
rulers granted them legal rights thaI included exclusion from military service and the
right to be tried by (heir own couns. Most Jews outside Judea adopted the Greek lan­
guage and some Greek lraditions. but they remained loyal 10 the Great Temple of
Jerusalem. which every Jew was supposed to vi.. it once in his life.

The Jews in Egypt and Syria helped Auguslus during the civil wa~ that made him
Emperor. In return. their privileges remained unchanged or were increased. Jews were
not required to par1icipatc in the Imperial cult. Emperor Caligula tried 10 force Jews to
worship (he Empire. but with no success. and his <;uccesson; restored the privilege.

Tire Unconquered SUII

Solll/"ictus. the Unconquered Sun. was another easlem religion. Sun worship was
very common in the ancient world. and it was casy to confuse solar deities. Emperor
Elagabalus (see p. 57). brought Ihis cult to Rome: before hb accession he had been Ihe



chicf priest of that religion in thc cast Elagabalus tried to impo!.C this religion on all
ROllmns. but failed. His version of thc sun cult was vcry unpopular (his behavior in gen­
cral was vcry offensive 10 mosl Romans. which did not do much for the prestigc of the
religion he tried 10 impose).

Later. the cult of the Unconquered Sun was brought back by Emperor Aurcli:m (sec
p. 58). but in :1 less offcm.ivc manner. Evcntually. thc Unconquered Sun wal> a!)soci:llcd
with the Persian god Mithms (sec below). and the cults became intennixcd. :II least to
the cyes of an outsider.

MillJraisl1l
Mithraisl1l was the worship of the Persian god Mithras. Mithr.IS was :I god of fire

and light. often associated with the sun. He was born from a rock and achieved godhood
by slaying a sacred bull. Mithms embodied all good qualitics and was in constant strug­
gle :Igainst the forces of evil. This militant vision appealed to mcn. !)oldicrs in particu­
lar. The followers of Mithras bclie\'cd in life aftcr death. a happy eternal life for those
who uphcld the qualities of mutual help. humility. and brotherly love. Mithraism did nOI
admit women and used a series of secret ritcs 10 iniliatc ncw mcmbers. including thc rit­
ual sacrifice of bulls.

Mithraism was first brought to thc Wcst by the soldic~ of Alcxander thc Greal. It
becamc common in the eastern and Greek worlds. and by the time of the Late Empire
it startcd to spre:ld in Romc. It bec:lmc the most common religion in the Roman amly.
Since mutual cooperation was one of Ihc virtues preached by MithrJ.islll. fellow belicv­
crs helped each olher: bt."Coming a worshipper of Mithr.ll> was a sure way to advance in
thc :lmlY. Mithmism became thc main rival of Christianity in thc 4th century. It is said
that Emperor Constantine (see p. 59) actually favored Mithmism ovcr Christianity for a
while.

CHRISTIANITY
Christianity began as:l small Jewish !>ect that cmcrged during the la~t half of the 1st

cenlury. The ccnter of Christian belief was the following of the precepts taught by JC!)US
hrist and his disciples. Thcy included a belief in elcmallife after death. the pmctice of

charity and mUlual aid. and the ritcs commemomting Christ's sacrifice on the cross.
They worshipped the Holy Trinity. composed of God the Father. the Son (Jcsus Christ)
and thc Holy Spirit. Christians used secrct signs (such as the dmwing of a fish) to rec­
ognize each other.

At first. Roman<;trcatcd Christianity as a version of Judaism. which gavc Christians
thc sallle right~ a~ Jew~ (see p. 112). Orthodox Jews. on the other hand. knew beller. and
clashes between Jews and Christians were frequent. This may have led to the expulsion
of the Jews (including Christians) from Romc in 49 A.D.

Likc Judaism. Christianity denied the existcncc or powcr of any othcr god. and
c1aimcd that it alone held the truth of thc universe. This Icd many Christian!) to refuse
to sacrifice to the Emperor. since they did not recognize his divinity. To moM Romans.
this was treason - an insult to the s:lcrcd symbols of the St.lle. the equivalcnt of nag­
burning today. Other Christian prJ.cticcs. such as the division of money and property
among the members of the community and the secrecy of thcir rilllais. made them thc
targct of nllnors and dislike by Ihe population. One !)uch rumor held that Christian~

engaged in human sacrifice and were coven cannibals!
As a result. Christians were persecuted and their religion outlawcd. This persecu·

tion was not a~ massive or wide!>pread a:. oncc believcd. It usually exploded evcry few
)'cars whcn an Emperor or provincial governor uscd Christians as scapcgoaL\ for an
unrelatcd problcm. That is why Emperor ero or his underlings accused Christinns of
sclling the great fire of Romc (sce p. 5ot); a small. secretivc. and intmnsigenl !teet was a
perfect target for mob angcr.

OilIer Christial/
Heresies

Arianism (sec p. (14) was only oni
of I1\llny hertsies thllt plagued
Chn~lIanilyduring lbe Lale EmpIre. As
lh~ I1CW religion became more
entrenJhed. religious fen.'tlI'" grev. 10
"'Ioten~ proponiOM. Walking Into an
IOn ~Iaff~ by Arians and claiming that
the Son was the «iual 10 the Falher
could ¥an •fight or eN~n a riot. SInce
ChriSlj~ity held thai there could be
onl~'0 U\lth. it was almost impslbk
to rec ile two opposing doctrines.

k>gical argumenrs becatne \'ery
common in the Empire from the 3rt!
cenlury A.D. onwards. Jelljos and
Chriupns held open debatcs e\en
bcf~lthal By the end or the 4th cen·
lUI). Uldividuals rrom all ......I~ of life
bccll.Olf "ery concerned with .thglou,
doclnne. Shop owners. bar fatrons.
)allor!'>y and slaves might SUddenly
engagd. local strlllgm in religious dIS'
CU~SI0r.5. and ~ould often t>ecome
c:nragefl ir their opinion wtre nOl
sharcdL II was common 10 ~ 111I0

p«kst~ans :lr&uing IS 10 the holiness of
the u opposed to the Fllher. or
e\en obscure theological VKnles.

MOi'i' "NlS~t

1111~ was a mysticaJ heresy Ix1scd on
lhe lC~hing.s or Montanus. a prophet
~ho Climed the Second Commg of
Chn::ol wu imntinenl MontBnu) and
IIll"O ) n, women founded I group of
follolllert \liho ~alled themst:I~'es the
Iffumlllmi or "enlighlened" ('lO rela·
lionsl1to the t9th-«ntury Ilfumuultl
- or I there?). Fasling. chastllY. and
.self- 'flce were encouraged.

DOSATIS:\l

nuk hem;y appe3!ed in the 4th cen·
lUry arc! hetd that priests who ..,.e~ 001
10 a ~tBlC or grace could not perform
sacraments. This caused problcm~

lllhen bishops who Imd sumndcred
'lK'red book5 10 the Roman aUlhonllC\
dunng li~ of per5CCUlion were rem·
Sllll~ to t.ht.ir posilions. 1ne Dunallsl~

held lhat any rites these bishops per·
formed were unholy. Donatisn) la51«l
unlll the 5th century A.D.

A IKJI"t'IONtS:\1
J00"1 even rurther than AnamslIl.

AdoptlOOisffi a£Sened that Chri~llIIas a
man. ~ WaJ the 500 of~ anI)
because he was imbued Wilh the Splnt
of God. This doctrine ~.used a grt'ill
deal oflviolence and contro\'ers)

f"'lfliiiiT()(I (IU' pag ••
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other Christian
Heresies

(Co"'illued)

GN~'T1C1 M

G~sm claimed thai ~ warid
""IS awed by God hut by. IO""'Cf
entity tiled. cknuurae. "'00~
ed co the tnle God and built an evil.
l~ UIU\"CnC Thll doctnhe held

tJw ,.,.'s $pint "". npped in the
malerial ,,'<wId...hkh had to be
~ an order 10 Kfue\.~ \"alJOn.
To uansand the malmal "Iarld.
klK)Y.lfd,e had to be (Otl~. TlU$
~Ilfae (,..0,111) ..'U m)'1bCal or
C'\'en In on..."

Tire Imperial Cult
From the lime ofAupsrul, .tempts

were nbde 10 IJ'"C the DeW' p'tmmC:Dt
a 1i~..J1O the JOds. Julius C~ 'lriU
delf~ aftn Ius drath~ In life: he bid
been ~Ipped as • pw:I by scvcnJ
~ peoples. att'Ofdm, co I( lnI·

wuon. This Onmtal custom .r "1)1"-
"''''''~the monart'h III • pi, pntd
,roo slexhly In Rome. M\eral
Empn 'Am: I,ven the IlIIUSO( JOds
after it deaths. A new &lQUp of
poests, the llaqtutalf's. wu e:st:abli.shed.
Wcall fl't'C'dmtn Yom: appomchl to be
oU1U$t It!$. wbich incrra.sed their SlalllJ
c: sly. In life. Empmws~ their
ramlly~t'"iuJ' (Ke p. 107) "" ipptd
inslca4

1l1l~ wOBtup wa5 more h"e oath
of alk~'ance10 the MIle Ihllll a n:ligion,
I'oovo'C\ • The sacrirtee to the emperor
(buml • pinch of incense in 8 tnzier)
hltd n political than spirhual signif.
icance By deifyln, a ckad;;r""""
the Sc-~Ie ~oani1~ the ce: that
Enlpcl1)l' had .,vtn Romt'; '·badM

Em",~ (Caligula and Nero. for
,0Slao ) Il;t.re not ckifitd. Othtr
Empe • lite DonuullII (ke p. .15).
tnt<! I deif)' themselves m ft, bul
after ir death they Il;~ rd mal
hono<

11lq Late. Empi~ All;' an 'ncft'aSot '0

Oncottl despotic prxticcs. ThC POWIet

or the Emperor 1l;'U 1«0 10~oc from
the ,ods. ROC mm, PtopIc had jo pros­
Ir.llt Ihemsth'CJ in fronl of the
Empe:ror. a prxtioc borrowed from
Pns,.,.. ceRmon). Prostrauon corum·
IItd 10 ~yzanoum (the Easttm ~rel

for~ 1.<XXl )l2nafltttht fall 0(

tht w~ EmpIre. despite lIIe fact
dw~ .... u..otr. ~h·

...... lbc.~

The Persecutiolls
The first mass perseculion of Chrislians was slirred by Nero or his advisors in 6..J

A.D. Severol men and women were arresled. Originally. thc Christians were charged
with anon. bul il was lhen changed 10 "halted of humankind:' with the claim Ihut
Christian beliefs and practices were Ii threat 10 the Empire. The penally for this crime
was death by crucifixion. immolation. or the: arena.

After ero. persecution was sporadic. TIlere was no law specifically forbidding
Christianity. Under Trojan and Hadrian. Christians could be condemned for treason if they
refused to worship the Emperor. After 260 A.D.. Christians were granled immunity. By
the 41b cenlury. they had grown in numbers until the)' formed almost I()t{. of Rome's p0p­

ulation. While trying to st.3bilize the Empire. Diocletian (sec p. 59) slaned anolher pen;e.
cution spree. destroying churches and fOl'Cing Chnstlan 10 worship lhe Slale deities.

Despite these OOslaCle , Christianil)' spread quickly through the Roman world, par.
ticularly in the ea5lem lands and in Africa and Egrpl. Emperor Galerius stopped the per·
secutions in 311 A.D. Shortly thereafler. Emperor Constantine made Chrislianily the
chief religion of the Empire. DespIte the opposition of 5e\ eral pagan leaders (the mosl
notable of which was Emperor Julian. also knov.·n as "the Apostate"). ChristianilY spread
not only 10 Rome but 10 the Gennan tribes bc)ond II~ borders (see Arianism, below).

Ariallism
From its carliesl days. Chrislianil) "as a d/\ idcd religion. Se\cral hereliies appeared

during the fir.;t few centuries of its appearance (Stt sidebar, p. 113). The fact thai all
Chrislians were technically outla"s m::tde II IInpos\iblc 10 slamp out rival brunches of
the religion. When Christianily was adopled b) the Empire, bishops (religious leaders
of a city or region) mel in public and hammered out an orthodox body of beliefs: any·
one who refused to accept this body of behefs "as branded a herelic.

One such herellc was a pricS! named Arius. In 318 he br.."Came convinced that God
the Falher was Ihe only truc God. and thallhc Son and the Holy Spirit "ere his crealiollS.
This belief was rejecled by thc Council of Nicaea. which had been summoned by
Emperor Cooslanline 10 solve this problem. The 'itrugglc bcl'-"cen Arian.. and Orthodox
Christians lasted for almost 70 years: sc\eral bi)hop:oo. :md evcn some Emperors, ftwore<!
Arianism. In 381. however. all Arian bishop, in the Empire were deposcd.

Around the same time these conlroven-ic' amM:o Arian missionaries had been hard
at work in the Gemtan lands. As a result 1>Cvcml tribc.. or GOIhs. Burgundians. and
Vandals were converted to ChriMianity - Arian Chri<,lianity! The barbarians were given
one more reason to fighl Ihc Empire. (TIle Fmn~<, wcre cOllvcned to orthodox
Catholicism - a major luming poinl in European hi"lOry.)

MAGIC
When designing a Roman campaign. the GM ..hould dt.."Cidc how real magic and Ibe

power of religion will be. In a hl<;lorical campaign set III Ihe Republican or Imperial
periods, the easi t course is to declare thai Rome "as a no-mana or low· mana area. and
that there was no godly inteJ'\ention. TIle ch"'naers. of COUT'ie. :ltC nol supposed 10
know Ibis. To make it easier for the pla)er.. to rolcpla). lhe GM ~hould not tell them
whether gods and magic are real or nO{.

COMMON MAGIC IN ROME
TIle IWO most importanl sources of magic III Rome "cre religious di\ination ntcs

(below) and the common people's search for chaml' to pre\cnI or bc.!.tQ\\ curses (see
sidebar. p. 115).

IGf



The HEtruscall Art"
Most Romans believed in magic. especially divination magic. which lhey called the

"Elruscan An:' Divination was done by priests. astrologers. and street magicians. In a
historical campaign. the GM can decree that divination is a superstition and had no
power (though the Pes will usually believe in divination). Altemalively. he could allow
Divination spells to work (see p. M55). He might even neglect 10 lellthe pillyers that
they work. and give nasly surprises to skeptic characters (there were many such evcnts
in Roman tradition: sec sidebar. p. 110). There were three types of fomlal divination
tcchniques. The spell prerequisites can be ignored if the diviner is a priest oronly knows
one particular Divination spell.

The result of a successful divination is usually an accurate interpretation of a sign.
For instance. if going into battle the next day is doomed to failure. the stars will predict
bad luck. the sacred birds will behave in an odd manner. and the guts of the sacrificed
animal will not look nannal. If a mil is failed. thc divincr failcd to intcrpret the signs
correctly and his predictions will be wrong. Straight answers are vcry rare.

Following arc three types of Divination common to Roman c:lnlpaigns. All have the
following statistics:

COSI: 10
Time to Cllll: I hour unless specified othcrwise.
Prereqll;Jite: History spell (see p. M54). and clement spells as specified for the par­

ticular mcthods of divination.
Augur),: The slUdy of portents or omens. most importantly the night or behavior of

birds (see sidebar. p. 109). A Vision roll must be made before casting the spell (the GM
rolb it in secret): if failed. the ~pcll is at -5. Prereq/lisite: 5 Eanh and 5 Air spells. This
was the mOSl common divination used by Roman priesb.

Cham,s alld Curses
Sueet maaicians and wilChd I1l8de

'I small Iiting in r.he cities and villageV'
of Roroe by sclling potions and curing
CUf'Sd.1lle GM must decide boW mIlCh
ro::'~) if any. is in these poci6ns and
ch......t Mnny Romans scarched for
sorttrcn to bless them Of curk their
enemyl50me g;unblm tried 10 fix the
race,~ by harming opposing dmer;
Ihrougb magic (see p. 22). Cane and

BI=~lIS may be It~ in • Scc~t
MagiC campaign: 115 10 lhe pterequI­
slIes. he Magery requisites should
rtm:1I and the OM could n::place the
prcrcq isite spells with a 5·10 poml
Unu,u,1 Background. allowing the
charac~ to castlhose tWO sptll~ onl)'.

nl.f· RECUI.AR

1\ seneral spell of aid and Ipn:l{cc,
lion. Must be cast on aJ'KXhc:r,~ can­
not b~ yourself. In some game
worlds, this sptll can be cast onl) by
holy nlen or ~good" wi1.ards: t.tu~ <1«1­
~ion is the OM's to male.

Thc:i effect of the blessing it as rol­
10'0/I'~: ('II the subjccl's die roll~ :lfC

mo(hfi~ favornbly by one ~1l1l (Of

more. Tor II fOOf'C ~'trful bl~ulng).
1k mOdifteation will no, afftctjcrihcal
",crill or failures. This IIlSlt mdefi­
mId) .• until the subject fails somt
dle-rol (or a foe ma~s II good die-roil)
and I subject is in some scriou~ Wn·
ger. Ttw:n the bles.sing miraculously
livens or reduces the danger- and ends.

~- .

--

M/ /. l_1
'1.J..;'. .IJI./I' •
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THE SECRET MAGIC CAMPAIGN

D RELIGI

THE FULL MAGIC CAMPAIGN

Alternatively. the GM might allow magic to exist although veiled in secrecy and
not readily available (or totally unavailable) to the advenlUrers. Magic would be the
province of true diviners. the shaman and druids of primitive lands. and maybe some
dark cults in the Empire's underbelly. TIle gods could exist, but their inten'ention "'"'QUId
be as unexplainable and fickle as any force of nmure. and lhe characters would nOI be
likely 10 tell the difference. They would assume lhat most natural events obey the will
of the gods. anyway.

In U Secret Magic camp.1ign. lhe GM should make a list of spells that work in lhe
game universe. perhaps limiting spells to those in Ihe /Jasic Set. The Roman Empire
should be mostly a low-mana area (see p. B 147). with pockets of oom131 and (mrely)
high mana_ High priests of certain Roman cults will have some divination powers (see
below): druids and other "barbarians" with Clericalinvestmcntllluy have other abilitie,
(left to the GM to de\'ise).

GMs should abo arrange magic in such a way that the players will not know
whether lhey are facing sorcery or "mundane" tricks di guised as sorcery. r-or example.
the PCs are being housed in a noble's village. Aroused by chanting in the night. they
creep OUI and see the nobleman and his servants engaged in some son of ritual. At thi~

point. the GM starts making rolls and announcing to each character "You are asleep:' or
"You feel drowsy. but can still act:' Are they being attacked by a Sleep spell? Was their
food drugged? Or perhaps the cultists' incense burners are releasing some narcotic to
which Ihey have dc\'elopcd immunity ...

Astrology: Divination through examination of the heavens. including weather.
Observation of the sky is necessary; the caster mUSt be outside. and is at a -5 unless it
is a clear nighl. Without a reference library (cost $2.000. weight 200 Ibs.). all rolls are
at a -5. If the divination involves an in<Hviduai. his birthplace and binh date must be
known. or all rolls are at a -5. These penalties liT? cumulative! Prereqllisit~: 10 Air
spells. Only Greek and Persian magicians practiced this spell: no Roman priest used it.

Haruspicalion: divination by examinjng the entrJils of a slaughtered animal (musl be
at least 20 Ibs. - no pigeons!). Only one question can be asked per animal. Prefl'qflisitt':
10 Earth spells. This was lhe second most cOl11mon priestly divination in Rome.

This campaign assumes that magic is a real and powerful force. Most of the cam­
paign world would ha\'c a nonnal mana level and spells would be relatively cas)' to find
and learn. Gods and spirits would be active panicipants in world events. either through
agenL~ or surrogates. or by stepping in themselves!

A full magic campaign would not fit in a historical seuing. since even in historical
accounts. magic was seen as a fickle. easily-faked force at best. or contemptible super­
stition at worst. On the other hand. a GM running an Ahemme History campaign (St.'e

p. 120) can design a Rome where magic is real and powerful. taking into account how
this would affect Roman institutions and history.

If magic had been a powerful force in Rome. it probably would have been codified
in a sensible. systematic way. The Roman legions often had an attached Engineer corps:
along the same lines. a Sorcerer corps could be addcd. Gencrals should be able to per·
foml priestly rituals. pan.icularly the dreaded ceremony of t'l'l)Cat;o (see sidebar. p. III).
which would be an imponant element of any siege.

11le colleges of Magic Ihal would appeal most to the Roman mind would be (hQllC
of Knowledge. Communication and Empathy. and Healing. Elemental magic would
also be cornman.

For an alternate history seuing where magic is common in Rome. sec pp. 123-124.

II i up 10 me OM 10 decide ~hen

lhe b Ina has i15 final dTo:t. and

.... hlll I the protection Ulk~' If an
arrow ~ aimrd al )our hean. a I-pomlb'''''J mlaht mo\'C i' to y r ann.
while 2·poine one would nd II
throug your hat. and .)- 01 one
....·ould lei II 51a)' a (oe behInd .

DUfl'ltion: As abo\~
Co,,: 10 (or I I-pOilU bb.;lng. SO

(or 21 2/pclln! blessina. SOO for I ).poml

b''''';'. Bleuinas may '01 be
"stad. "- III stronger blessmg dIspels
a ....e 0f'IC'.

1i~ 10 COJ'~ I rrunUle (or ('~'C1)

potnl cf etlCrJY in me Jpell.
PrTquislle: Magery 2, and al Ica.~1

2 spell, from each of 10 dlffc;tnl col·
leges. ~agery 3 is reqUired ~ QSI •
).poin, bksslng. A OM may reqUlrt:
"'boIy" "JOOCf' SW\lJ If he wishes

lIt ; Any. commonly :II chum.~
blessi" b CISt on the Ilt:m 3U than
*' pcrsqn. and affCCt5 the we of tbe
hem. 'f{ben the bksiinl 1\ . some
great dilntn, the llem Iolies 115 I·
menlo rose 10 cast; 10 ti the
cost 10 &)1 on • pm;on

Cham,s a"d Cllrses
(Cofltinued)

CURS.~ Rt:CUL.AR

E1l1C1.ly the oppo$l1C or B~. All
the s ~ect"$ die-rolls are .fled
Unrl\:f!bl)'. lasting until he scores
some IIOIabie 5UCC'fi$ deqxle bad
rolls- OM'I dccisKln U loe,aeVY "'Nil

th,,*_n tho """'" n,,,,, thaw
to • and the curse iJ e:nded

Co : HOrl I-point Cune. 0 (ona
2-poinl Cuf1e. 20 (or I J.)JOI~ Cune.
llle: Blu inSS. Cunc:J c: be:
"S':lC.kflw

"*'0 COSt: 2 sec:onds (or I-polnlCurse. 4 (ur • 2-point C~. (Of a
3-pcMn Curse.

P qulsilts: AI (or 8 ~cept

thai bcfh \'t'ry lood and \V)' I char­
Kle:n tDn curse.

IIt1: Any. The curse is~ on lhe
lIem rlthu !han I ~. and atrecu
the ",dam of the: Ikl1l. GM should
make: ..,tIs in ~t. and~ik do
v.h:lleJer they can to lc:ep pll)'1tfS (rom
realm!,. tbey ha\e e:ncouD~rc:d I

curscdillem' Whc:n the: Cunc deh\'e:N
lIS f~~ "zap." the c:nctl3lllmc:n1 vanISh­
es.~ Cost to Cw' 10 tl ~ the:
cost 10 Ctil on • person.



Rome is a perfect backdrop for almost any type of campaign.
Historical roleplaying, high adventure, cloak-and-dagger
intrigue, epic battles, mythical ma~ic, and the supernatural all
have a place in the Empire. All kmds of themes from fiction
and history can be adapted to a Roman campaign.

In the cities, the sophistication
of the Roma.n world can be used to
create campaigns with situations
and characters not unlike those of
a modem-day setting. Criminals,
corrupt officials, jaded jet-setters,
youth gangs, and police officers
all had Roman equivalents.

~II ..
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Charie/lo
Cblrieno was • 5th-antwy'0Mnan

"'l'arri6r who. like many otbcn. aancd
his caR."et'u. mdcr. Al JOmC pdtm he
SWitch«! hi t1qiance and uieCllO ~II
his sef"kes 10 the Roman Empl(~

Whrn he ooukt DO( find any tU.m. he
derided 10 vout for himself.

He scancd alone. ambushlnf; sltl.il.ll
bands 0( Frank bandill and bnnglng
IMI! §¢\'Cf"td~ t.:k 10 tbe Roman
('It~, 11w: authonties paid him I boon­
I) on 0ICb heIld ckhwred. and the: (Of'­

mtr bandit lOOn k'q\IU'cd an un~S1\'e

tq)Uwion. "hile butlchftJ' unall b.1nd
ofhartbcd bnpnds-aJI now ..odin!
IndUl:Ctly for the Roman p'mImenl
Chaneno KtUalJy ICMCd coonIuaung
hiS efrons 'Nut! the COD1mllDIkt" in ChKf
of the Romaa Iq.IODS of the Rhine
region. 'The combInaoon of ROOWl
.stn.lt'&y and Charidto'. cou.n""-pa­
nil. rriuioDJ was Yff1 SUCXC5f,fuJ In
OM \I hili a~llions. ~'H\C'r.

OwlcIlO ran InlO I IIJIC band of
Gcnn.:lns. HIS men desMed hUll and he
fell In Ihr: ensuiftl fiaht

;rtdvel//ure Seeds
Includcd hete are Mt,'C'ntwh SUIt­

able fqr 'Itriou$ IMfHrVU ROM' Cllrtl­
paignsl Province·rcJ.t«l and ala..hlllon­
:Ill 1Id"qnturei (*;'I be found in 9'aptm
4 and 6. respcclJvcly.

DoN'T DRINK THE WINE!

An linnuenual senator hasI"''''
largct of sevmll poilOllin, I tempts
The fi~1 one r.iled because of hiS
~Ia\'e~ ll~ • sip or the wine he III':&,>

about to sen'c his mUlCt ~""'"
0\"('( dead bc(Of"C he could &i C II 10

him The second len the Knit r ah\"l~.

but pattially paraly7.ed and bli • The
PCs~ Jl'lt in chlflC of the i!!t't~uga.

uon (the smalor mould be lhe 1"""0'
ont or more of lhem).

"ThC liu.ly culprilS include llUt'us
Pompclanus. an Impt:f1a' I\OnIC

.... hom the senalor sllghled at • pan)'

Pompdanus has been kJaoy.-n 10 bear
lethal JfUdaes for less otrense. Tht ~n·
alOJ's IOn bas a 1OOl1\"e U "*11. hIS
81mb!"', .nd licentious Ilft~t)lt
promplod the KfWOr to miKe hl~

mont) allowantt'. There hII\'t' !xcn
slghunp of 1e\'CRI un.knollo·n Lb)iIl\s
around the se:naIOf'S house ID lhc: (11)'.

and t\U)'One moo.-s thalthe stnauw's
ttnun: as JO'"CmOf of Afnca made him
man) ~lhctt.

CAMPAIGN STYLES
GURI'S Imperial ROIIII! can be used either in a realistic or cinematic style. In a real­

istic campaign. characters are heroic but do\\. n-llrear1h. and Iheir ability 10 change the
world is limited: reckless behavior will almosl certainly c.ause death or serious injuries.
Cinematic roleplaying is full of action and swashbuckling feats: the Pes are able 10 out­
perfonn most Olher people. and they can SOl\'e lhe Empire or change the course of his­
lory single-handedl)'.

In general. the point total for star1ing characlers is higher in a cinematic than in 3
realistic campaign. Also. in a cinematic game historical accuracy can be secondary 10
having fun. Anachronisms (stinups in the 2nd century A.D.. for instance. or making the
traditional legions face the Huns) can be allowed. if doing so will not cause connlclS
between the GM and the pla)'ers. Some pla)ers will prefer accuracy.

CAMPAIGN SETTINGS
The first queSlion a GM has to ano;;\\. er as he prepares a Roman campaign

is "When!' The Rome of the PunIc Wars \\.as different from the Rome of Augustus.
and had almost no resemblance \\.hatsoe\er to the Rome the Visigoths sacked in 410
A.D. A party consisting of a pri\'3tc gladiatorial troupe. for in'itance. should be set
before the Imperial penod. because by thai point. all gladiafors workc<l direclly for
the government.

The t\1ollarcJ,y and Rome's Origins
This period is surrounded by m)'lh. and is lhe best selling for a Roman fantasy cam­

paign. The chronicles of the time are filled with greal heroes. magic and Ihe inte",'en­
tion of gods. Tra\'clcrs can join the cast of Till! Al!lleid (see p. 105) as lhey move from
the ruins of Troy to their future home. The infonnation about this period is scarce and
made up of old legends. so GMs can be creative in detailing Ihc scuing. A cinematic
campaign could have lhe PC.. meel or btl charactc~ from Greck and Roman mythology
(or even Gallic or Persian beliefs).

The Early Republic (500-300 B.C.)
This is a time of uncenaimy for Rome. as the city faces enemies from all quarters:

Ihe Gauls. Etrusc.ll1s. Sumnitcs. Greeks. and rival Italian cities all Ihreaten Rome.
Inlernally, plebeians and patricians struggle for supremacy. The Pes can be military
heroes. politicians. or popular leaders. or c\'en all of those roles at different limes.

The PUII;C Wars (264-/46 B.C.)
These arc the Ihree wars fought againo;;t Rome's grealesl rival. the city-slatc of

Carthage (sec p. ·H), This is a greal seuing for a military campaign. During the Firsl
Punic War. the nedgling Roman navy call be the focus of a campaign, The Second Punic
War is a time of great danger for Rome: the 1)(:.. can be "Couts trying to keep track of
Hannibal's iO\'3ding annies. or Roman generals Irying to defem the Carthaginians and
Lhcir allies. Allernativel)', lhe)' can be mercenaries from any nation. working for the
Carthaginians.

Republicall Rome (250-50 B.C.)
After the fall of Carthage. Rome became the most po\\.erful force In the

Mediterranean. One by one. Greek. African. and Eastern cities and countries were
absorbed into the Empire. AI the same time. connict bct\\.ccn me conservath'c 0plimall!S
and the reVOlutionary populorrs brought \'iolence and intrigue to the city itself.



Romans rna)' havc problems dcaling with thc conqucred Icrritories. Thc subjugated
Grech consider their conquero~ to be backward barbarians. Acts of resistance were
frequent. from open rebellion 10 assaults on lone Romans.

In Romc ilself. political battles in the cn:lIe degener.ned into actual battles in the
strccls. Charactcr.. can bct:ol11c involvcd in inlrigue in many ways. from being aClUal
conspirators 10 becoming unwilling pawns in the power struggle.

The Civil Wars (50-27 B.C.)
This marks the end of the Republic. as Cacs:lf and Augustus fought against olher

Romans and created lhc Empire, II was a time of chaos. where capablc soldier.. and
polilicians could C:lf\'e a niche in the new order - or face disastcr if lhey backed thc los­
ing sidc. The PC:. can be high-class Romans deciding Ihe fate of the Republic, common
soldiers or civilians swept up in the dangers of civil war, or foreigners Irying 10 profit
from Romc's internal conflict.

The Early Empire (27 B.C. to 81 A.D.)
The reign of AugusluS Slaned the true Roman Empire.

For mOSI Romans. nOl much changed except Ihat the civil
wars had cndcd. On the border... lhere were still skinnishcs

againsl the Gennan lribes in the noM and the Panhians in lhe
cast. Some Emperors (Augustus and Claudius) had good,
peaceful, and prosperous reigns, but others (Caligula. Nero. and
Domitian) were depmved. ins..nc. or bolh, Pen.ecutions of rivals.

real or imaginary. were common. The Pmetorian Guard made
and destroyed scvernl Emperor...

In an Early Empirc campaign. thcre will be plcmy of
intrigue. scandal. and orgics; mayhem-orieRled Pes (or playcrs)
will enjoy themselves. Life in Rome for high-!Il:lluS chamctcrs

might gel/oo inler~ling.considering lhc routine masSl.lcres lhat
somc Emperor.. undenook, OUlside the city. there is:l whole Empire lO conquer. admin­
iSler. and visil. The villains of choicc will be Germans and Panhians,

The Pax Romalla (96-193 A.D.)
This i3 thc golden agc of Rome. thc limc of the "good Emperors:' Gcnnans and

Panhillns arc Mill lhrcrllS. bul of the "cold w;lr" type. Raids and counlCrmids in the
Gennan fronlier slill continue whilc the Panhi;lll Empire conspires against Rome (and

vice versa). The policy of a strong fronlicr defense works well for ovcr a cenlury and
the Empire is at peace within ils borders. Pcrhaps too quiet a limc for solTle players. but
any adventure th;11 can be 3Cl in a rehllively peaccful area will run well here (hidden hor­
rors, crime-solving. and lOW-key espionage all work well in this period).

The Age of the Soldier· Emperors (193-284 A.D.)
ivil wars. barbarian invao;ions. plagucs and oppressivc laxcs makc this a hazardous

period to Iivc in, -l1le legions c;pcnd as much time fighling each other 10 PUl Iheir
fa\'orilc3 on the thronc as they do facing the many foes pouring ovcr Rome'3 borders.
Life becomes dangerous for cvcryone: cven a peasant deep in the Empire's heanland

can havc his propcny seizcd and deslroycd. nOl by barbarians but by Roman soldiers!
Goths from the nonh overrun large areas of the Empire. while the Persians become a
new threat in lhc Ens!.

The PC3 can be soldiers lrying lO preserve the Empire or lake it o\"er. civilians try­
ing 10 survivc, or GOlhs can'ing up pieces of the provinces. Germans join Ihc Roman
Empire and become the backbone of Ihe new arm)'.

Advell/llre Seeds
(Colltillued)

The in\·t5tigaIOl'l h:lvt 10 denllf)'
the culprit (or culprits, if two of he par·
tle~ a!>O\'c have joined forces). m theo
figurc OUI a ....lIy 10 deal .....ilb them,
Call1flg the authorities .....iIl do 00 good
If the kilkr is the Imperial favorlle. for
InsUl~.

IN"I'RIGUE IN MOESIA

The Emperor hears rumot'$lh:ll Ihe
g(l\"cmor of Moesill is plotting ilh
Sannatlao and Gennan tribes, allo iog
them 10 raid into lhe ~'i~e nh
IlIIpun.y in return for their 1O)':lI1)', The:
Emperor cannot h:wc lhe. 89\ ernor
arresled Ilfld c.xccutcd OUI of hand.
because the SIl~'S family onnec­
11005 are 100 powerful. Sette~ agents
are dl~patched to discover the lrulh.

The Pes (:lUI be Prx!orian Guard~

llS~lgncd to this miuion, mitil'-y om·
ceD rucruitcd 10 usi.sc the ag~nts. Of

Romam .....ith usc:ful conn«tiofY> in the
pl'l)\ InCC. The invt'Sligl1ion sho\o. ~ Ihal
the go>kmor is froe of guill: in~3d. hi,
allcmplS to sump out abuses in lhe
pronnc:ill! adminislration ha\'e enmc:d
him many enemies among I~e CIVil
sen icd. 1be burcaOC1l1ts are uy,tg hard
to de~troy him b)' .....eakening Ihc bor­
den. They ha\"C used red wpc ., delay
"'Ilal ~upplil$ to frontier gllmsqm. and
ha\c '*en usiog agcotsl0 bribe barbar·
lao~ 10 nid into the province.

If anyone disco\'etS the pI ,they
..... i/I be the targets of the corrupt
bureaucrats, AllcmptS on their If.·es and
e\cn accusalions of ttt:35on Will be
u\Cd lI,ainst !hem.

Tilt: LONG WALK

Thl is the aftelTfl8lh of the baltic of
Carrh (see sidebar. p. 79). yullurts
fled. 10 !he desc:n 10 fcast on ~us:lnds
of Ro~an corpsc:s. The Pel are Ii ~mall
In()( or survivors. Ctll off from the rtJil

of the by, trying to mum 10 Roman
lands. 'rhc Parthi::ans are huoting them
{\()o,o, n fJbey ~ in a straoge 'atjd......Ith
noIhln, 10 rtly on but their wits lind sal·
\lIgcd equipment. 1ney ma)' oLe eveo
lOCM the language or !he cusflllS of
the loclls. As the WlIlcr runs sOOn, they
are forced to venture into I hillO
to.....n ...

Con/inueJ on nUl page.
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Advel/tl/re Seeds
(Co"tinued)

Tm: 01.0 MAN ANn TII£ 8F:ASf

lbc chal'llClers are Roman ~ldICrs.

ci\ II .wr;anIS. or merchants li"jeg In an
Afnc:lll cilY. They are on the marlet
square one day when they wil~-5J 1\\ 0

Rom:l~ soldiers mocking and healing
an old ~n.~ in the 5l)'lt of the
nomadic lribes to the south. The lOCI­

dent ... forgotten until the soldiers die:
\llIhtn two da)'$ of the incidr.m One
\\,as IO(rllpan ....hile on .sentry WI)'; hl\

fc:llov. walchl1X'n I1C\"U bunt <f sa", :J

thing. The other is found in his room a
cby laver. without a marie on him. but
tRe c:.,~ioo on his (Ke Ic.\c~ I1Q

doom lhl&l he died ofIhJt:.
~ following day, nnother Roman

.... ho was in the pllWl that day IS al~

~:l\"agcly slain. A blabbering \Cryant

lccps Stuttering about II ,hif/! *::11 \IllS
nelthc'r man nor brast leapina from the
"«:001.1 floor bllcony leading OIlt of the
\'lcllm;S room. Whatever is dolllg Ihl),
11 secn. c1ur thai it WlfllJ to kill all the
Roma}'Eprt'Sen! in the markell~atda)
What I causing these deaths. a.tfI can II
be s/o be(Of"C it BeLlI 100 elmoe 10
the patly of wilneSS61

FRANKI.V, S..:IITIMA •••
nil. advcnlUre. lata place dunng

lhc ule Roman F.mpire. A ll1efo~nger

arn\'e!il_t a luxurious villi and klls the
Romal1ll1dy .n charae that hc=t ijusband
has been killed in MUle. Funhtnnon:.
barbarian are overrunning lhc
pro\lnee. 11le lady n:fuses 10; \c;m:.
cwo tbough §he can only rely on her
~1:1\C~ and a few free servanu.. Thl~ IS

h("r land. and she will do "'hate\cr ,he'
has to tttp il. The Pes an: her ~f'"D.IllS

or sla\~. who must protect tIlt.r nll~'

IrcS~ and hc1' lands at all costs. A funhcr
challenge can be ~nted if then: is :t

dcanh of equipmcnt and tOO~ at the
CMatC. compcllirtg everyone t~ male
II\( ~I of limile<! resources.

Campaigll Crossovers
Rome can be used as a se ling or

Source' malerial (or $C'\'eral Olher
CURl'S campaigns. Usted below an:
~mc altamples.

(JOtI/jnued 0I't nut fHlIC '1'

o

The New Romall Empire (284.395 A.D.)
The refonns of Dioclelian and Constantine (p. 59) changed the face of the Empire.

For a time. Rome endured constant danger: the Icgions all bUI disappeared. The PCs can
be Romanizcd barbarians. who use Iheir skills to defend lhc Empire lhcir fellows arc
dcslro)'ing. cilizens of Ihe provinccs facing the invaders wilh lillie or no help from Ihe
centl':J.l governmenl. or refugees from areas already dcvasl:ued.

The Fall oJ Rome (395·476 A.D.)
This is Ihc mosl chnolic period in Rome's hislOry. Most of Ihe European provinces

havc become barbarian kingdoms: Rome is s3cked and $urrounded by Gcmlan annies.
Fin311)'. the lasl Emperor of the West is deposed without a succeSSOr. This may be a dis·
heanening period for players: on the other hand. things will never be boring! Roman
PCs can tl)' to come to lcnns wilh lhe barbarians they cannOI repel or make a heroic last
Sland for civili/.alion. Gernlltn characters can become Ihe rulers of Ihc new order. if thcy
arc talented and fonunate enough to carve themselves a kingdom. Independent barbar­
ian types can come into their own here.

ALTERNATE HISTORIES
The GM. of course. docs not have to follow lhe nomlal course of history.

Sometimcs. to keep players from "predicting" events. he could alter lhcm slightly. If the
PCs are trying to avoid thc city of Pompeii in 79 A.D.. postpone (or advance) the date
of MI. Vcsuvius' eruption. or make it happen to a differenl Roman cil)'! A few name and
date changes will eliminale any unfair advantagcs knowledgeablc players may have.

Going cven funher. the GM mighl wanlto sel his campaign in an allemalc history.
a Rome thai nevcr was bt.H could 11(l\'t! 1u!f!1I. What might have happencd if Hannibal had
sacked Romc'! Or if Caesar had not been assassinated? Might an able leader have saved
the Western Empire from the Gennan barbarian.!>? Thc 7imelille on p. 62 has scvcml
datcs where hislory might have bl.--cn changed if a chancc cvcnt had altered whal hap­
pened in "our" lime/ine.

Creativc campaign designers might go funher. What if the Romans had dcveloped
technology beyond TL2? How would the 201.h ccntury look if the Roman Empire had
never fallcn bUI inslead gone on to expand into America. all of Europe. and a large scc­
tion ofAfrica'! A sLruggle could be scI belween. say. a steam-ship drivcn TL5 Rome and
a more populous TLA Mongol Empire.

The advantagc of an ahemate histol)' setting is that the campaign will go through
totally unchaned watcrs. Such a campaign might moge from the ludicrous/cinematic
(Rome as it wa.'!. during the 3rd century A.D.. except lhe legionaries arc ;lrnlcd with laser
rifles. gladiators light with force swords. and lhe gamcs arc broadcasl in full holo
throughoutthc galaxy) 10 the lhoughtfuVrealistic (a ponl':J.yal of how Roman institutions
such as slavcry and the military would be affecled by the invention of gunpowder. the
colton mill. or lhe steam cngine).

An even more challenging \'crsion of the above involves fening thc Pes play an
imponant role in thc events lhal will change history forever. In a cincmatic campaign. a
vcry smart Char;lclcr might learn lhe secrel of gunpoWder from the Chinese and pass thc
invcntion of muskcts to his fornler schoolmate. a young Icgatc in chargc of defending
the Panhian frontier. Or a party of rime lruvelcrs arrives in hal)' circa -lOO A.D.. hell­
bent on preventing the sack of Rome. Will they be able 10 tmnsfomlthc rcmnllllts of lhe
legions in lime to prevent disasler'!

OUllincd below are two sample alternate hislories of Romc. GMs can expand Ihem
ill/O fuJI-fledged campaigns or usc Ihem for inspiralion in creating Iheir own allernate
historics. Also see the Halt/a Anenlll chaptcr in GURPS Altemate Earths for a world
in which the Roman Empire continues 10 flourish through the 19lh century.



THE UNENDING EMPIRE
The year is 2000 A.D. - if the Christian calendar is used. To most (X:ople on Earth.

Ihis is the year 2753 A.V.C. (see sidebar. p. 18). The Roman Empire has survived for
over 1.000 years. and under the rule of Antonius Augustus XXII. il now conlrols most
of the world and the skies above il. The city of Luna. buill 40 years ago. has become the
stepping slone 10 the rest of the solar syslem. The Roman Empire controls all but two
areas of the world. South America's Quechuan Confcdcrntioll wars and competes with
the Empire. while Asia. led by China and J3pan. has some measure of independence.

This growth has been gradual and full of setbacks. II was not until the 26th century
A.V.C. (18th century A.D.) thnt the American Nonh"esl was conquered and nled by
Romans. and even now North and CenlrJ.1 America are frontier lands. plagued by con­
stant upheaval.

The Chal/ges
Several factors played :I pan in lhe survh'31 and prosperity of the Empire. Between

9 and 11 D.C.. the Roman general Drusus led scvcrallegions deep inlo Germany. great·
Iy expanding the Empire and killing tens of thousands of natives. Many German tribes.
terrified by the Roman mighl. migrated eastward. All subsequent Roman campaigns
against the Gennans were wars of conquest inslead of defensive actions.

The course of the Empire did not change again until 161 A.D. Emperor Marcus
Aurelius was preparing 10 launch an expedition llgainsl the Panhians. but a poisoning
attempt left him 100 ill to proceed. 1bere was no major 3ltack against llanhia. and the
plague mat broke out in the East did nOI affect most pans of the Roman Empire. The
Emperor lived ten more years than our timeline's counterpart. When he died in 189
A.D.. a successor was appointed. Aullus Gennanicus.

From then on a whole new line of Emperors appeared. continuing the tradition of
the Antonine Emperors (sec p. 56). Few Emperors were murdered. allhough many of
their sons and close reluti\'ts were killed whenever it seemed Ihal an Emperor would try

10 bequeath the throne 10 one of them. The next 20 Emperors were moslly men chosen
for their abililY. and mey ruled competently. The legions were not "eakcncd by decades
of civil war. When the Goths and Itller the Huns reached the Roman borders. the Roman
armies repelled Ihem.

Christianity was persecuted ulllillhe 3rd century A.D. bul was finally legalized. In
the prosperous Empire. il never managed to gain as many convens as it would have in
times of chaos and confusion. The same happened to Milhraism. Both religions and u
dozen others still compele for followers. Islam appeared in Arabia but was persecuted
by the Persians and the Romans both. Mohammed never llChieved any military suc­
cesses and his religion gained lillie innuence outside the Arab tribes.

Campaigll Crossovers
(Contil/ued)

GURPS CLlrt11Al"'C£RS

A ~'()nIC lhemc o( PUI~I~ is
the los Ronun cily. hidckn ~

In Af 01 Mia (01 C\'cn In I huge
undc.ri;J'OUnd llngdom). ..~ ,I><
Imperial lradition lull suO' CJ. A
mIxed~y of 1930s I«h~nl and
Ncv. ~s.. mI)'be fi&hlllli com­
mon fte (another IosI civili~ion. or
aplOlten from the OUlSide \l; Id) can
have ~mc wild ad\'CntuJ"d.

Altrmauvely. a Cli/J1tlUlI~n cam·

""." ~" .... R..... "'~ I. ~.,posslb The Pes can be gl~iatOD.
Ketd mpcnat '1entS. 01 baiNn:ans
fightln the evil Empil'C': all *CIOC'
mll.lC tina can be used in lhe
ClijJJtallgt.r style...here dc3th fyml

S!unu and narrow csapc$ are 4:""'"
of the y.

Sot~s: Aaron Allston's of
MJstur. i a roIepIayina lUppk~nl (01
Chnmpiolll usin; a IosI wort with I
RomaIJ Clvlhullon. Edl Ru;:e
Burrouah'$ Tt"UJII ufld thf 1.0S1
CiI'/iI:fdbrl is one of lhe first p best
boo!l:J; with thai theme.

G RPS CIUNA
The Chinese and R traded

indlR'Cll)'; OUnese ldk made u Wly
into Roman markeu: in rct m fOf

ROOW1 "",,_ m<U!L ]R.....
traderslactually ~lChcd Chi dunng
the l'C'ltn of AnIorunus PiUl ( p. 56).
The t~ Empire:s ~'Cf lCtual . Inltt·

lICkd i~ history. hoy..e\'~r. a~ "'"
<am< lr.rt ckl6e II least In 97
A.C.. Olincse anny was k out 10
conquer Rome. and was cal back
only I fNt dlys be(cn: it~ the
Romatl provioct of Asil Minor. Whal if

the anny bad pruud on. E'I><workl', mlghtkst EmPlr6 had ashcd?
~ is III evm more in Ing

way 10 usc both 5C1tinp in I Cll pailn.
The w.$I5It'f ofCatrllac (see p. ~) In SJ
B. ~1'Cd In the capture <f about

1O.000~~~ soIdlCB (atF£ ,.-"
.... hole r'5""'Q) who \l;~~ . by the
PllrthillllS as slaves. Somt h ton_ns
hs\·t. ~nd evJdt.oct that fOtl'tatl
mertt,lUlCJ were cmPIOY~~bY the
Chinese nabOnS of the tllne their
fronltCr•• and il is pos.5ible t I those
~ wtre the Roman ~Ions.
sold by !.he ParttlllnS as sla\'C.~khcn_

A C~&ll where some PC~ .,1·
dten (,.. the comrnandm) 01 .$ fon=e
and ochers arc Chll~ magIS Ic$ in
dWlc of thiJ ''bart>3rian'' ann ....,ouid
nW.<1ln~ ...

"'"



During the 6th century. probe~ itlloA... ia re~ulted in a \\ar with China. Thc Empirc
did not expand much beyond the limit .. of ih "main~lr('am" counterpart. bUI wa.. ablt.: HI
keep pc:lce within it .. border.... Bcc:lu,c of the cultural 111tcn:hangc with A"I'I. We..tcm
and Eastern idea~ mel :md mingled and tCl:hnological :lChancc.. "'cn.: madc. Peace and
a high literacy rate 31<;0 hclped. although dependcllt) on .. Ia\ery ~lm\ed the dcwlop­
menl of labor-~avingdevite'\..

A form of printing pres~ wa.. inwnted in the cily of Pcrg:II11Ull1 III l) 12 A.D. Black
powder wa~ fiN u...cd by the Chinc ..c in 1016. and the Roman .. aduptcd It for lhC In

cxplosivcs by 1100. Thc fiN cannon (h(/lIi~/(l ignt!/I) \~a.. demon"lralcd for Emperor
Con~t311<; Arabicu" in 1200 A.D. By 1300 A.D...omc It.:glllll.... \~\,·re eqUIpped", IIh flint­
lock mu"ket<; (pi11l/11 ;XlIl'Il/lI). The fiN "tcam engine.. "'crc dc\dopcd in Ill):) A.D.. but
were not put into gencrallhc for ccnturie".

Several Emperor-. ~poll"ored thinker-. and lll\ClllOr-.. iv!o...{ of Ihcir work "'ell! inln
creating 3mu::.ing toy:- for the lIobility. from dclicale nron/c ;W{Olll;tf{)l1' 10 (Tan/.. gener­
atOr<; that produced audience-ple3::.ing. electric:11 ..park~. The n.:~eareh abo iC'd to the
invention of the telegraph and the rai lruad (\';(1 fi,'rn'(I 1. 111e ftr"l ~le:lIll ...hip wa... launched
in I.lOO A.D. It ",a" de~igl1cd for river tr:l\cl on the Nile.

In all technological field'\. Ihe ROlllan" enjo)l,'u a large lead over Ihe re"l pfth"
world. The Persian Empire wa~ \\ r:lI.:ked b) ci\ il \\ af'>. failed :utcmpt... to conquer India.
and the ~lcady encroachmcnt of Rome. It adopted firearm" .. Imo"t a cenlUl) after the
Roman~ did. China'~ histol)' remained largely tlnch:lllgl·d. The Mongol.. \l\'crran Per... ia
in Ihe 13th century A.D. but madc only a lillie he:ld\\ ;IY III Ihe Roman Empire before
being lUnlcd back.

B)' 1700 A.D.l2.l53 A.U.C.. Rome controlled all of Wc..tem Europe ,md h:ld
reached TL5. It expanded to the Ea~t. conquering the r('mnan", of Ihc Pcr... ian Empire.
Centntl Africa. and Illo..t of Nonhern India. EXIX'dtlioll\ 10 Ihe We... t dl,>c{J\ered liN

Continut.d on nUl page .•
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! Campaigll Crossovers
I { '(Continued)

GURPS FANTASY

Magic played an imponllnt p"n In

Roman culture. A Secret Magic cam­
paign (see p. 116) can be played III hl'­
Ioncal Rome without problems. b far
as most Romans (discountin.. ~Otnc

skepuod intellectuals) were concerned.
magic did exist and was used 10 prcdu:l
the future, influence events. aDd e\en
llil people. Diviners and SOOdl'd)Cr~

can help motivate the Pes in ltlt dlre~"

hon the OM wishes them 10 lake.
Primll~"e tribes lighting the: Empln:
might have some lost secrets to u<,;:
ag:unst the invaders.

A more ambitious OM might 1lo:lJl110
explort an "alternate" Rome ... here
rnagl{' was as pov.·erful as thai in mml
fantasy scllings. Maybe magic ll(ld thau·
maturgy could be laught alongside phi'
losophy and oratory in Roman schooh
The priests of Rome might be in coma'l
wUh their gods. and !he Emperor would
.... 'tld enormous mag.ical. as Ilell a,
pohllcal. power. The cerc:lllony of 1'1'0­

cemo (~p. III) might be as n~c"ary

for a ..ucccssful siege as the deplo~ n1f:nl
of catapults and SlIppers.



Iceland and then America (Terra Nm'a). Coloniel> were establil>hed in North America
and the Azlec Empire was conquered by 1800 A.D. The Inca Empire had reached TLA
independently. however. and was able to fight the Romans otT.

Rome: 2000
Rome now has the equivalent of a constitulional monarchy.

Each new Emperor is chosen by the Senale and is then fonnally
"adopted" by the reigning one. For the last 200 years. the pmctice
has been plagued by corruption and intrigue. but the system works
after a fashion.

Technologically. Rome has reached TL8 in most fields.
Slavery slill exists. but the use of robots and computers has gre3l·
Iy reduced the percemagc of slaves in the population. Only Ihe
very wealthy still own slaves. Arena games are televised via
satellite. and car mecs arc vcry popular. There is also a combi­
nation of arena combat and ear racing thai has begun 10 eatch
on: annored vehicles baltIc cach ather while mcing on an obstacle course.

Cultul'3l1y. there have not been tOO many changes_ WOlllen havc acquired more
rights but are slill second-class citizens. Thcre have been several populist movemenls.
and citizens have some voting power ovcr local officials. but the Emperor and the Senate
still have enomlOUS power. Large masses of urban poor survive on Ihe grain dole and
livc in substandard conditions in crowded slullls.

This sclling can be used with GURPS C)'berpll"k. Senale members and trading
houses have as much power as any corporntion in most standard cyberpunk settings.
Independence movements on four continents gcnenlle connict and challenges. Whether
they are fighting the mightiest Empire the world has c\'er seen or arc working for it. Pes
will h,wc Iheir hands full.

MAGIC ROME
71,e cOllsfJirCl10rS exclltlllged olle 11IOfl' glallce. At Cassilu'1!txl they Jpre(ld 011/ mltl

Sllrrowuled Ihe aging /1/(111 climbing lhe Sleps of the Capirol. Already Melelllls accostell
him. begging for {/ IXlrClo/l tlull cOldt/ /lot be gramed. Bur ('\'ell as CClesar dismissed
Mete//lls. Bmflls blocked his IWIY alld Iht' mell rushed in for the kill. .. For Ihe Republic.'''
8m/llS screamed as he thrllsl the dagger at ti,e dictator.

The blade glanced off. deflected by 1111 im'isible force.
Cllesar's expression ne\'t'f clflInged e\'ell as sel'eral more bloll's lamled (lnd were

/limed aside. (Jill' mllkillg a sma// ellt on his s/uJ/lltJer. The dictator paimed (Ill Ollt­
slretched arm Cl1 the palitlg 8mtlu. "£t!fl. Brllle?"/w asked. A stream offlame leaped
from C(lesar's hand alld smIck the yOllllg mall's chest. The conspireuors sCClttered IU
Bmtllsfe// to the grollfill. logo abla;;e.

Cm,;sills slepped Ixlck. his eyes IllIrf'OlI'ed iflla slits. his /umc/!; working Ihe arcane
gesfllll's ofII spell. Caesar did 1101 gil'e him a dllmre; the flame jet filmed Oil Ihe sor­
cerer. Cassius .~hrieked alltl co//apsed. the spell he had tried to prepare dissipeuitl8
hllnnlessly. The dictolOr IIlllflllged to set I\\'o more mell 0" fire before Iht' last conspira­
tors fled illto Ihe dry.

Ib sel'eml gaping sena/Ors s/Irrolmded Caesar, the dic/lltor a//oll'(,ll himselfa smile.
Keeping "is llbili/ies a secret Iwd paid off Illllldsomely. Tile Ro/tllllli;;ed Dmid who IflIt!
tmilled him in Gaul/flId dOlle a magllijicem job. When Ihe ,W)()t!JslI)'er lI'amed him of
Ille compirtlc),. lie lIad rrfused 10 cllange Ilis sc/ledllte. bill Ile had readied a ~'fJef1 ofpro­
tection alld had prep{lrt!d himselffor j/lst slich fill e\·ellllmliIY.

"YOll foot," Ire Illlltlered to Brutlls' slIlotderi/lg fonll. "Power comes ill IIlClII)' fanlls.
I Il'OIl!d flor be Caesar wilhow /Ising them all."

Campaigll Crossovers
(ColI/i"ued)

Sourr;u: Harry Turtledove'
\ijJl'fJOS cycle deals with !he ad\'C:n­
lUm IIf a R0m3n army mat, Ihrough
Galhc ~gic. finds i~lf lIUnsppncd to
l\ land whc~ magic is ~al and com­
mon. PunhenllOl'e. the land whtrc lhey
:armc. the Empire of Vidcsso~. I)

ulmost identical to the 8Yl.unlille
Empllll (see p. 59) with the addition of
magiC. Another series by ThnledO\c.
The Tule of Krispos, gives~ mfOf­
lIIallon on VKkssos. OMs inlerbled In

addmg magic to Rome should consult
It\oo;e book.s.

GURPS HORROR
11IcI Cily of Rome was. cllpllal cllY

tecnuns wilh hundreds of thou$llKb of
mhabltll.nlS. What hidden~ could
d....·ellin the city's Underbelly? M)Slery
culls abounded in the R0ffi3n .... Ofld;
'oOme In flCt were lCCuKd of Pf?Ctlcmg
human sacnlices and worshipping c"ll
bemgs. And the frontiers of the rmpUl~

were largely unchaned ~as .... here
~trunge peoples (and aeatu~\ l\lJghl
hide aryd threaten unwary tr.J,~ibrs"

Roman scholars with. bent fOf the
superniltun.1 would bcc::omc occult
m\e.sh~Jl.lors. differenl from their
Victonan Of modem counlerparts onl)'
b)' !heir wearing of togas insaead of
l.... eed jad:eu;. A Rom:m mogislrute
m\'cstJ'llling • series of murde~ III ill be
ll.~ ~hakt:n by unearthly twislS 15 D1920s
pohccrnan. 'l"hemcs and chltmcle~ from
most /lorTlJr caIOp.1ig.ns can bf trun~­
planted to Rome. where ilt\'CSllgalOfS
..... 111 h:wc 10 eontend witll!he fTlundane
dangers and problems of the ~plre Jl.S
well ~ the supernatural ones.

StJlurll!J: David Drake has .... nllen
\C\'~r..1excellent OO\'~ls and shon ~IO­

n~ about supem:l.lura.! or simPlY lem­
f) Ing C\'ent5 in the Ronun Empi~.1bc
~hon SIOI")' collection From lh~ 1I~(Ift nf
f)(jrtl/tSS and the no\"c1 Killu are full
of e.\:lmple:! or horror and Jut.: fJl.nta.~y

m Ron\C.

GURPS 5I'ACt:
In an Alternate Hislory c(l:llp:ugn

(\et" p. 120). RolUt: mighl hJl.\elilJl"\·I\"cd
to launch ju; own Space Age. Pes (.:an
be: cxplorers and soldier5 Iptll1Chlnl;
their Trinomll!-clllSS slarships IUlll'l1rd
brav(': pew world5. Or Iegionane5 in
b:llIk,*iu can v:change nucleur mis­
SIles ....itll Chinese c)'bc:nank.s Ofl futur­
ISlle bauleticlds.

(



Campaign Crossovers
(Continued)

Another possibility i5 10 bring
SpD~(' 10 Rome. Ah~ns might ("rash·
IlInd. ~nd spj~. orc:\'c:n launch ";If' of
lR\llSIOn lIgainsl a primith'c Earth
Rom~ can be used as lhe seiling of
.~crci invasions (imagine rcllla"lOg
II1l'/lJWfl of tht' Body SrtOIcht'1'S In 100
AD Rome- perh3p5 you'd beller ha\l:
GUN/'S Horror oa hand Il5 '41:11) or
1.'\('0 OH'rt one (Romans agaln~l

Martians in a twist on the "iu "f Iht'

IlhrldJ).
Smlf('t's: David Drake and Karl

&hl.llrd "',gna-'J ncwd, Killq; dt"al~

wilh an alkn bea.\! 5tr.1nOc:d In the
Impenal elly. A CA-gladiau:1f turned
be:bl·huntc:r 1e3tn$ up wilh llfl ahen
agent to rt:lric\C: it. Anocher DruLc
oo\d, Ronks of BrtHfl.t', uses the 'ur·
\l\or!i ofCanhae (see GURPS China.
p 121), wilb IttlS premise: whlll If the
)UI"\ 1\'!XS had been sold 10 • spocc-far­
inS guild 10 be used against prtmltl\'l.'
Ct\'lh/..:llions KTOlS the galoy?

CURPS S"t:CIAI. OPS
Although the Roman lUmy .M 00(

rowc offidal Spet'ial Ops units, II u~

elite \Qldim and agcmts for CO\l:n
o,lCrtlllOflS. t'llnging from nighl raIds on
encm) camps to the 115SllSSin::IlIon of
n:bcl leaders. Some of thet;C cmd
leam~ included gladilllOB, girted sol­
dlcn;. and provincials with talrnl' for
\Oooodqart and Slealth. An exunple of
l:uge-'>CaIe use of special fOfCC~ \Ooa~

Emperor Valens' employmenl of ~nlall

dllc ~s, numbtring a lood qf 2,000
men (~ting OUI of SoeVCl1Il Cllle'
1ber.c squads wcee.ssfully used ~ucml.

la IIX'UCS .g:linsl a 14lIe army d Goths
In ,118 A.D.. and wue successful. bul
Roman OfflCCR jealous of lbe ,101') of
lhe commander of this elite unh urged
lhe I~mpcror 10 :tllack ltlt God»- In lhe
o~n. resulting in the di.sl5ler of
Adnllnople (sec p. 83),

A OM wlshmg 10 run a lon~uc'ln'

ched.. S~CU" OPf campaign in II lew.·
lcch ,cuing could lin).:cr \Ooith hiSIOl') a
Imll: and C1\"ate an elitc corps of sol­
lhc'" (ma, be a S«trl PmeIOOIUl Guard
unit) t~al is sent on special ml'Slon~

around the Empire. II can beplll)cd lll('
a rnodIJrn-day campaign, imply n:plat.:­
1n8 MP-5 submachine guns with da~­

ger' aDd shan words. The Charxlc....
\00111 h:c,\'c less firr~er 10 rclyon. and
\00 III h:",'c 10 USC their wits mort orten
/\0 In,cnri\c OM might also dthe InIO
Blade Ops for truly twisted 3do.enlure
,<k~.

In this world, Roman hi ...lOry remaincd largely unchanged untillhe Jrd celllury B.C.
Magic cxi~tcd, but it wa., a fickle and unreliablc force: mo~t of the world was :1 low­
Tllana lone (see p. B I·H). Shortly afler the end uf the Punic Wars. ho""c\cr. ~olllething

triggered a ma,sivc change in the world', mana Icvel,. StrJ.l\ge lighb bumed in the ~ky.

and eanhquake~ and vokanic enlplion~ ~hook lhe eanh. Mount Ve,uviu.. crupted and
dc,troyed Pompeii (~c p. 54) cel1turie'i before it.:. lime. Spell~ and cun.c!l that had no
effcct before the uphcavab Mlddenly worked ag;lin. Still, few Roman~ took magic seri·
ously. When banle.; again<;lthc Gaul~ and the umidi:m.. tumcd into defe<lb after mage,
and shaman.. llscd magic against the legions. the Senate dismissed such laIc.. a~ excu,,­
e ... for cowardic..'e. Some prominent Roman... "Ianed U~illg ~oolh~l)en. and private magi­
cian ... howcver, and c\cn ... tudicd thc an them.'>Clvcs.

When Cae~ar campaigned in Gaul, hc witne~.:.cd tira-hand the en'ccli\'Cnc~~ of
magic.:. He de\eloped tactics to countcr magic and then incorpomted <;orccren. into hi.;
annics. firsl u..ing sympathetic Gallic mages and lhell lraining Roman soldier.. wilh the
natumltalcnt. The gcneral himM:lf pro\'ed to ha\'e greal aplitude for m:lgic, and learned
..peUs in ~crcl. After foiling hi.. murder allempt. he used hi ... dictatorial po\\en.to Icgal­
i/e n\:lgk - pro\ idcd it \\, as ltllCd in the servicc of the Slate.

Now m:lgic i~ regulated by the Republic (Cae.:.ar i~ ,Iill reigning a.:. diclator). A
Sorccrc,,' Corps is an:lched 10 the legion... Rome's systematic :lpproach to m:lgic is pay­
ing oIT, as more spell .. and fonnulas are discovered by rc\Curchcl1l. At the samc tillle.
private magician.; and :.ooth~ayeTh arc being pcr..cculed rcientlcs~ly through the Empire.
Those who arc captured arc crucified or ensla\ ed.

What changes will be made in Roman hislOry. with Cae~ar living and magic a pow­
erful forcc'! Whatever the amwcr. PCs in thi, sclling will have their h:lIlds full \\, ith mil­
itary action.I>olilical intrigue, and arcanc .Mlrccry. See PI'. 114-116 for more on magic.

CAMPAIGN THEMES
Once a sclling is decided on, thc centml theme of a campaign !>hould be chosen.

Thb thcmc docs not have to last for Ihe \\ hole campaign (all AnllY Uft' campaign could
tllm inlo a Pllblic Sen'ir'e olle after the PC!> ri.;e from their mililary po~ts to job.. ill thc
gm'cnuTlent, for instance), bUI il will provide a focus for the fin-t advenlUrcs, diclaling
the Iypcs of PCs thai will be allowed in a (.'ampaign :md the geneml direction the cam­
paign will go.

Gcnemlly. rl party where all the charJ.CIC" arc from a similar soci:.1 background will
work besl for extcnded campaigns. A party con,iMing of 1\1.0 gladimon., a centurion, a
junior senator. and a t('.!dcr may stay logelher for the course of an adventure (if thcy arc
in a ..hip :tuacked by pirntc!>, for in...lanCe) but aflel'\\anb the chamclen. would go lheir
scpamle ways unles... provided wilh a binding fand unu..ual) reason 10 ~I:ly togcthcr.

Army Life
Soldiering, on and oIT the batlleficld, i, the focu~ of lhl~ type of c:unpaign. 11le PC~

can be anything from lowly privates 10 Ihe con...uh in command of the entire army. In
time~ of W:lr, they can expect to do a lot of marching and sailing as they tr.lvelto strange
land~ 10 fighl enemic!l of the Republic or the Empire. During peacetimc, the :.oldien.
will .;Iay in one place longcr and will be able to build a life there whilc engaging in all
...on of pursuits, from huming down bandib and guerrillas 10 building bridges.

Warfare need not be the centcr of this Iypc of camp:lign. Like the soldien. of mO~1
modem armies, Roman soldien. rarcly if ever ~aw combal. While l>I:t1ioned at a post,
Roman soldicrs can be in\'oh'ed in murder mystcrie~, courtly intrigue, c.;pionllgc mis­
..ions, and many olhcr silU31ions. Besides enemy unnies. soldiers will be threatened by
COlTUpl or inept governors, natural disa~tcrs. civilian riOll'. or mi:.chief from a hostile
popul:lce. Therc can be plenty of military action. of COUI"'IC. During the coun.c of Roman
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hisIOI)'. there \\cre \ery few )'e~ll' where there \\~~ no war on :It least one of thc
Empire's frontiers,

Bc... ide.. Roman "oldieI'. PC\ can be camp followers, foreign auxiliaric', enginecr;,
or doclof';. 'OICY \\ ill be Ie:.:. rc ... tricted by milil~ry di"ciplinc in thc..c ca~ ... :1110\\ ing
lIlore lei ..urc during peacetime and more opponunitie, 10 find (rouble.

SOIlfT.'C\',' '1l1e \'itlt'~~OS eyclt· no\'e1 ... b) I'larry Turtledo\'c dCJ.Cribe the laclic.. and
life of the legion,.

Public Senice
'Ille PC... arc (or are working for) member<; of Ihc patrician class, During his career.

:1 ROIll:1Il nobleman could e1;pecl to be an officer inlhe :lmlY, hold scvcml public office"
III the capital. and serve in or govern a far-off province. All I) pe~ of ad\cnture... frolll
mililary :lclion to imriguc in cxotic land... call be introduced into the campaign,

Al least one of the PCs ..hould be a nobleman (either a '-Cl1alor or :1 c10:.c ..uhordi­
nalc); Ihe rest can be boclyguard .... peNJllal agem .. , profc..:.ional admini!'>lr..lIOl', or for·
cign allic" Advcf"3rics can come from ri\:11 factions within lhe Empire. wild barbari:ln
tribe... fanalical culh. rebellious provincc3. and a Illyri:ld of olhcr forcc~.

SfJlln-('\,' 11,(' ,.'int Man ill Home by Collecn McCullough.

The Game's the Tllillg
Thi, i.. Ihe ;Irena campaign (for morc information, ~e Ch:tpler 6), Atl or mo..t of Ihe

PC.... :tre gladimof<;, risking their li\·c ... for fame and fortune, or bccall\C they have no
olher choice. Thi" doc" nOI h:nc 10 be a hack-and-slash c:tmpaign - in faci. mO:<>1 pro­
fe:<><,;;iolml gladi:tIOf" fought only a few times ,I year, Any sort of rC:lli:'lic campaign would
addre':. Ihe que...tion of what gladiatol' did the re,t of the limc.

"Ole anwer c:1ll be tiS varied and intere31ing a~ Ihe
G~l wanh illo be. Gladialo.... call be bu~) ..cducing Ihe
\\ i\'c.. tlf noblemcn (and afterwanb co\cring their lr.:lch
and evading Ihe wr.lth of jealou!\ hu:sband~). leaching
their cmft to \\'eallh) young... le.... or even whole Roman
annie... hiring lhelll"ehc' out a:. bod)'guard3 or secrel
agent\, engaging in covert or criminal acti\'ilie', becom­
ing Ihe ull\\itling p::l\\n<,;; of court intriguc, or all of Ihe
above. And, once III a \\ hile, the (·lim:tX of Ihese al,tivi­

lie" can be played OUI in Ihe arena. where the audience
IS unaware of the hidden i..!>ue.. thai lie bel\\ecn [I '>Celll­
ingl) ..imple duel bcl\\ecn IWO men.

Freedom Fighters
Thc pc!; :lre bauling Ihe Empire, slruggling 10 libenlle Ihcir nation. Iheir people. or

(in the case of 'ilaves) thcm'iClv~~. EXUlnple.. include Jcwi"h ZcaIOl\ in 1>:lle... line, Celtic
rehel~ in Fmnce. Sp:tin. and Bril:tin, and Sp:lnacw;' sla\'e~ and gladialol', In a reali ..tic
C:Ullpaigll, the 'ilruggle \\ ill he a grim onc, with thc heller equipped and organi/ed
lcgi()n~ Mcadily i~olatjng and deslroying Ihe rcbel~ - il \\ould be unlikely thai any PC
aClion would aher Ihe oUlcome of Ihe ... icgc of Ma"'lda, for in~t:lllce.

In ;1 cincmatic c:ll11paign, the hcroc..; arc largeHhan-life P()\\CriIOU~C~. and the
Empire can be portray~d a" an evil but incompetenl in..;litulion (in a rC:lli ..tic campaign
!oCt in lhe lalter Imperial period. the Empire iJ incompelent and decaying). Guerrilla
warfare \~i11 \\01'''' bc~1 again:'1 Ihe legions. which arc designcd to fight in Ihe open,
A":Minmioll :lIld ..;abotage could delllorJ.li/c :t garrison and e\cn force il 10 nee.
Illl:tginalive Special Ops I:IClic" <,;;hould be rewarded by Ihe GM.

SOIIfT.·es: The movie SparUlclts. The A~'erix comic book scrie... i\ a hUlllOroU"
extreme or Ihe freedom-fighter "'lOrylinc,
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Campaig1l Crossovers
(Comi"ued)

GUR1'S TIM.; TRAVEl.

ROllle is a fa\-orlle spot for tilnC tra\­
cit''' i\Ji I~ civlh:uuion thai shaped the
Weslt'm worid. the Imperial pt'I;lOd IS a
cnlJco.\ historiclJ point. lime tinLcf\':1'\
\\illh a polilkal agenda mighl \\iant to
caul.(,' or pre\cnt sud! ~'r:nt as Cat'Soal"',
a..sa.~"fl31ion, the crucifixion of Je~u~.

the Satk of Rome, the desUUCllnfl of
Jerusalem. Ilannibal's im'Mion of hal),
lhe n'>C of Chrislianil)'. lhe conqu('~1 of
Bnt:l.In, the conquesc OfOIlUI .• , the h,t
l\ endltss.

Or. if ROn1C had endured 10 becOInt:
a 1I.'Choologkai empire. il migtlt ha\'c
dc\dopcd its: own dimmston-ulJ\"chng
tcchmques. lIS intr:ntion: 10 ensure thai
llil olher parallel realilies h.. \'c a
IO,ooo..yur Empire. MII)'be the: lillie
l>ttlrol is engaged in a secret Waf .... Ilh
Romlll' agenl.s for control of the
Muhl\trsc - an inlCrestlng situation for
I'C~ on e:ilhcr side of the strugglc

ClJRPS Ti",rlin~ has IWO sccnarlO\
ba.scd on histoncal Roman reference
P(llnl~ TIlt: R~, Sad: 0/ Rmrl~ (pp

TI3I-32) lets lime IrJ\clc"
Wltl1CSS and imerfttc .... Ilh
the siege of the ell) b)
Brennus the Gaul In -'90
B.C. TIIf' Chinf'sr [IlWI,fInn

of Rome (pp, TI37·)81 d,,­
cusses how East al",ml mo:t
West around 97 A.D.

Sourt:f's: David IJr:lLc',
Birdsof1'"1: a time lra\clcr
from tI1C far future recnllb
:Ill Imperial :IIgent III !rOCk
down :II lh~at ag:lln~t

hum.nily. hidden 10 thc
decaying Roman EnlPln: of
262A.D,

GURPS Rt\'EKWOKI.D

In this scM by Philip J~ Fllml(r,
C\cl)onc ..... ho e\'cr lived 00 Eanh I~

reborn 00 the \hofes of an enormous
n\cr If you pul enough Romans logelh.
er III o~ pl~, they ...ill rebuild .wllle­
thlllg like the Empire or the Rtpubhc.
Mo)be the reborn Julius C~r \\i,1I
reform his Iegjons and march a8aln'l a
multinational host led by Il.o.nnil,;tl' I'C~
fmlll diffef"(nt perio<b of Roman h"tOf)'
.... "uld ha\'e • lot of thing 10 dl...:agrec
00, c-\en lU the)' faced SlrlngCl" from
exhC'r timC's and places,



G10SSARY ~YYYYYYYYY'I¥YtE8'Hflft
aediles: The firM adllllm~l'lllOr"i of lhe clly of

R",~

aURur: Seer or .'oOOlhSll)'cr.
auguslldes: PncSlS (appOinted from wealthy

frttdmen) dc\uet! 10 !he Impenal cull.
bllgaudM: Bands of Impm1:nshed Game peal;.

ants .... ho 1emll1/.cd the countryside dunng
l:>'ockllan', ~Ign.

lmllisla: Siege wc:apon. CIUler :\
c-dt3pt.lh at a giant cros!>lxM

hurrilu.~: A hanle cry u-.cd by
the ROIIUlll lcglon~

rntsilkll: COllrthoo~
('C1I1l: Small Chapclill II mansion.
(rnturill: Ccntuf). II mlhtaJ) uml

80 10 100 men qrong.
('t'tIlurio: Ccntunon. II Roman

otlkcr
cohors: A l-ohort. 11 nuhlat) uml 500 to I,(XX)

men ~11Ol18

Cohor1es Urb:mal": CilY Cohoo.\. 1bc CIIY',
gwn.-.on. to be caBed on In IIIIlh of trouble.

COIl1k~lio: Rornan ~lal glllhenng Ixokl afler
dmner

ronsul: Ollef Roman nwglSlrlllC dunng lhe
RepublICIlll em. Two ("OfI~uJ5 were cle<'IOO by
lhe Scn.:llC C"ery )'car.

ron'US: A hooL:cd gangplanl. used to link \hIPS
bc((I(l: boardmg

l:UrHlor: A ell) admml'>tr.uor. Each ....'as In

ch:u},oe of II dlftfflnl CIl)' ful'ICuOfI. hke ....-alef
\upply. Volin \Uppl). ell'.

rurill: An :m;cmbly I1ltttlng hall
curiosus: Spy, \cOUI, or ~rct al,'Cnt.
CUl"SUS l'ublkus: 'I'he pubhc post.:l mes........nger

"CO'lce .....lO:ly u~ b) amba.\.'3dors and
'-l.:lle-;men.

dl'ruri9: IJrccunon. nlr/nary officrr 10 char}"oe of
a hod} of c:J\'3lry.

dmarius: A Roman 0010, ~ooh aboul S1 dur­
109 11k' Irnpcnal penod

Domlm..~: M:LSl.er. form of~ Impl)'mg
~la\'lsh defcKOCt': SOflletJOleS IS Iltle gi~n to
one\ palron.

domus: Ihgh-da~ hou..e or man~IOfl

t't!uiles: TIll" cque.\lri:U1 or knIghtly c1::N. ~ho
oogmall) acled as c:waJry for 11k' Roman
llnny.

tH1Calio: A IrOChl'OII:II CCKmon)' \)mbolillng
the: defe;u and c'ly\ captul\"

flamlncs: I'ncqs de\ued 10 the god Vulcan.
roedl'!'atl: Allies.
rorom (pIUmijilfll): PublK" ~.IIk1JOg.

ruxina: A gladialOnal tndem. u.<.cd by lhe ""01'·

IUS class gl3dillIOf"',
waltrus: A lealhcf and broll7e annband. mcd by

gladialON.
garum: Fennentcd 'Uocc nude from fish.
glltdius: Shoo subbmg sword of the legions.
grammalkus: The fir~1 "Chool I .....ellllhy

Roman child lillended.
GuiOncs: 1llC' Goths
hllSla: A hea\')' spear used by lhe carl)' Roman

legions.
honcsllom: Honoroble people. as s«n through

lhe C)es of the law - moMl)' noblemen and
the ~'eallhy.

hUlllilio~: Di~honorable people as ~n

lhrough the C)CS of the law - usually poor
and uneducated ROlllans.

UM:ulum: A gllldllll00al net.
Insula: (pluml iJU"l~lt~t'): ,\panmenl blllklrng.
judu: Judgc.
Illrtlsta: Gladialor trWner.
him: Roman domcstlC \plnL'.
IrgIlIUS: Lcg;lle, the commander of a !q;1OO.

Abo, an ambassador. envoy or hlgh-ranklOg
dcput).

lf1,l:kIo: A mJ1uary unil nbdc up of m.aniplo,
cohon.,. lind/or cenluncs, 1lM: cquI\'3lcnt of a
modem dl\ iSIOIl.

liIx-rti; Freedmen - former \laV($.
IimitllrlC':l: Roman ~le,... Ilo·ho guarded the

Emplfl:'s borde,....
ludiu: FenwJc: mi.,tn::s..~, of gladl:uors.
Magister mililum: 1\bster of 'Oldlm, lhe

leader of lhe Roman legions,
nlll"lp~: A IcgIOO unn of bet"'een 60 and 120

men.
nuU\sio: Rund stagmg pow; thai could house

me\."Cngcf'i dunng the flight.
malrona: A mamcd woman
optimales: COOSCl'\'lIll\'e'i m !he Sc:n:uc. who

....'aIlled 10 prt3Cf''C: lhe power of lhc: nobllrty.
palatlum: 1llc: Impcr;al palatt
pallll: ,\ sha.... I·lrke OUler g:umenl worn b)

Roman worncn.
patrr rllmili:as: 11M: e1desl nl:lk of a famIly, and

head of the household.
patridus: P..uricinn. Roman nobleman.

pt'r\lItrs: Roman household dc:lIles.
pilum (plur.ll !Jlw): A ja\'Clin used by lhe

legIons.
plt'bs: 1lM: plebeillil class, made up of free non­

noble Roman dtit..c:n.',
pompa: A processlOO before: the games lhal

announced the sporu;or.
pontirrx ma:dmus: Roman high pnt$t.
populam: Senaten ~ho ~'aIlted to gl\'e lTlOf'C

ngh15 10 the: cqUCSUlIUI and plebeian c1assd.
PrlIcl'rdus: A Roman cuy manager or Il(hmm~­

trntor. :c.srgncd by the Emperor.
pnlcl'f'ChlS ,·Igilum: 1bc l'CTlturion In charge of

lhe \'ISlln,
l'rlIccorian Guard: The Em~ror', personal

bodyguard.
prilK't'1J'li: 1-ncraJly "Fi~1 Cltll.rn:' a tille q)fnc:·

tilfl('S gi\'t:n 10 the: Emperor.
princl~: A mllrt:u; unit made up of mamplcs.
rc.-(: King.
rbelur: Scroodary school for Roman~.
liCUlum: A large \hICk!. u'\cd by the leglonatles.
.str~...: Srlk.
.sesler«: A Roman com. AI first II was the: I:mc

UOll of r:um:ncy. butlnn3tion de\'lIlucd n.
ska: " heavy ehopping sword. used by

Thrac'ian gloo.ulIOJS.
skarlus: A_"S:L\.~inor mugger.
.signlref: Standard bearer, low-rankmg officer
S101a: Long doth worn by Rool:ln woolen.
slri!tills: A SCl'lIpCI" used to dean off din.
spir\ll: uterally "backbone:' lhe central wall of

the: C.,nu MtUlnlus,
thennllC: Roman baths and b:lIhhouses,
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GURPS Imperial Rome, Second Edition has been
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