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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

Weicome to The Rough Guide to the tl. K This handy guide will
teil you what you need to know to get around in the British Isles. it
won't give you nice demographics on the population—but it will telt
you the cheapest place to eat and drink, give you info on the places
to see and avoid and what you must or mustn't do in each area.
This is an exciting time in the UK —especially with the recent
downfall of the military government and retum of the Monarchy. This
is a country in ransition, and while we try to corfim alt information
within this publication, in fact, some articles may seem to contradict

B8 each other This is because of the difficutty of finding out whats

going on in certain areas. We have tried to separate the “wheat from
the chaf” but where this is impossible we have included as much
information as we can, and leave you to judge for yourself.

Therefore, we accept no responsibility for loss, injury or incon-
venience as a result of information contained in this guide.

Finally, in the words of Britain's legendary band, Spinai Tap—
Have a good time, all the time” and remember if you cant be
good--be careful!

INTRODRUCTION: A Brief
Recent History Of The U.K.

The United Kingdom has been going through some turbulent times
recently. The Scottish uprising in 2016 started the rot; as the MLA
cracked down on resistance, but found that the tighter their ruies
became, the more resistance grew.

People draft-dodged as conscientious objectors arguing that,
while they'd gladly join up to defend their country, suppressing the
Scots was not what they had in mind. The influx of refugees into
NOREASTMARLAUTH weakened the already shaky relationship
between the various military districts,

Lord Fairbanks and Lord Edwards from NORWESTMAR-
LAUTH started campaigning for greater help from the other Council
members, it was not forthcoming. Fairbanks became desperate and
he started reiocating the transients out of his district. Other councit
members protested, but Fairbanks said he had no choice as sup-
plies were running iow.

The other members stated that they all had their duties and
said that Fairbanks was looking after his district. They then refused
to handle the refugees and retumed them to NOREASTMAR-
LALITH. Fairbanks closed his borders, leading to refugee camps
along the NOREASTMARLALITH / MIDMARLAUTH border.

At this point Lord Hill made an impassioned plea to the others
not to forget the Scottish command. The Council resolved to send

| more troops to the Scottish theater— and also to Northem Ireland

where violence had increased in response to intemal bickering on

i f the Council. To counteract IRA and INLA incursions the Council also

declared the formation of a demilitarised zone around Ulster.
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MAR“AL LAW PROVISIONAL COUNCILS
G (see Eurosource; page: 11: [ 1)
NORWESTMARLAUTH = Northwestem Marnal Law Authonty
NOREASTMARLAUTH = Northeastem: Mamal Law Authority
MIDMARLAUTH Midlands Martial- Law Au'honty .x_
» MUA = Martial Law Authority -

When Fairbanks only sent a handful of men north, claiming he
needed the rest to try and stop the flow of refugees, many soldiers
deserted, stating that they didn't want to fight their brethren. The
Coundil started bickering again as to what to do—abandon Scotland,
retum to a version of press-ganging in order to bolster their dwin-
dling armies, or ask the E.C. for help (God forbid). While this debate
raged, ancther fly landed in the ointment—a pretender to the throne,
Victoria, emerged, reminding the Britons of their glory and life in the
“good oid days”

With a campaign harking back to the heady days of Blizabeth
I, the originall Victoria, and the British Empire, the Restoration move-
ment gathered momentum. Realising that the MLA was stretched
to the breaking point, the Pretender made a plea to all involved with
an impassioned speech that was very well received. Her campaign
platform (@part from bringing back the “good old days” also stated
that Britons shouldn't oppress other Britons. At first, the actual cam-
paign was smali-word of mouth, siogans sprayed on walls, pirate
radio and TV. broadcasts, and the occasional netrunner insest on
millions of bills.

Again, the Council bickered about how to combat the threat of
a Monarchist rebeilion, and their indedision enabled the campaign
of civil disobedience to gain a foothold in many of the major conur-
bations.

Major Coms started to get behind the campaign—some
covertly, others overtly. The UK market had always been run with
an iron rod by the MLA and few companies could get a foothold.
They sensed a chance to open up a market that had been denied
by the Council, and threw their lot behind the Restoration. One or
two Coms decided to back the MLA in the hope they would be
awarded a iucrative defense contract once the Restoration failed.
The major backers for the Restoration were imperial Metropolitan
Industries and the Hilliard Corporation who, while they were main
contractors to the MLA and therefore “quids in,” were aiways mind-
ful of the Councif's power and ability to withdraw contracts and vir-
tually ruin companies overnight. They also felt restricted from other
markets they might wish to exploit @nd we mean exploit),

Areas like North Wales, the Borders, parts of the Wash and
Comwall became totally independent from the Council, who found
themseives almost powerless to react as a cohesive unit. Then the
Coundil fell apart— it became every man for himseif,

Some set up as kings of their regions, whilst Hilt and McKenzie
threw in with the Monarchists hoping they would find the help and
credibility they needed. Other areas to throw in with the Restoration
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EnTRY REDUIREMENTS
Those wishing to enter the United Kingdom must have the fol-
lowing: o

« A valid visa

+No criminal record

« A valid Tourist Ticket or

« A Corporate or Military Pass

Visa requirements vary depending on which country you
are from but they are relatively easy:to obtain for citizens of the
United States. The actual requirements are the same as those
needed to visit any member state of the EC. and in fact:for
those wishing to'vistt Britain fram the EC. orvice versa, no fur-
ther. permits are required. € e

{f'you-are entering the.country for employment purposes
then you must have a job already lined up in'which case your
employer will give you'a pass that enables: you to enter the
country: This pass will, depending on your job, allow to move
around the country to varying degrees.

Those:of you who are onhofiday then the English Tourist
Board can-provide:with a Tourist Ticket that'will-give you the
opportunity: to- visit Britain. Depending on how:much you
spend, the ticket will give You access to other areas of Britain.

There are, of course, other means of getting into the coun-
try—smuggling for instance of just.good old bribery but be very
careful if you intend to use nefarious:means to enter the coun-
ry.

were Lympstone and the Pooie/Boumemouth area—oid Royal
Marine bases that had never really acoepted disbandment and had
been a thom the side of the government. 1t looked as though the
UK. was heading for a second Civil War, when a spate of assassi-
nations took out wrtually all major plavers opposed to the
Restoration. This was foliowed up by the disappearance of leading
members of the Scottish and Northem Irish separatist movements.

During the next few months, the fate of the nation hung in the
balance and violence escalated to almost all-out war. Various armed
factions tried campaigns of terror, culminating in the bombing of
certain London Underground lines and the Thames flood bamer—
which put haif of London underwater in the space of a day (due to
high tides and global warming). This offensive (the culprits have
never been discovered had the effect of paralyzing L.ondon in one
fell swoop. It put paid to any organized resistance and the capal
quickly quieted.

As the only remaining representatives of the “legttimate” gov-
emment of the UK, Hill and McKenzie announced that the MLA
had seen that conditions in the country had “returned to normat”
and that it was time for the country to retum to its pre-martial law
state.
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With full ceremony at Westminster Abbey, the Monarchy was
restored to Britain for the second time in its history. Queen Victonia
Il announced that Lord Hill would become the first Prime Minister of
the new democracy and that Lord McKenzie had been appointed
Chief of Staff to the vanous Military services which, in tum, were to
be retumed to the control of the people by privatization. Thus, Lord
McKenzie became the Chairman and Managing Director of British
Combined Forces, PLC, aka, BCF.

To ease the transttion to the new Democracy, the Corps and
the military cracked down hard by introducing a state of emergency
iand the same restrictions that had caused the uprising in the first
place).

The MARLAUTHS were abolished to make way for districts
based on the old kingdoms—inciuding Wessex. Mercia, Sussex and
Comwalt. Movement between various regions was severely restrict-
ed. This did much to calm the situation, although pockets of resis-
tance still existed in North Wales, most areas of Scotland and parts
of East Angtia.

fFor backing the Restoration, the Corps demanded something
in retum—a laissez-faire style of govenment that let them do what-
ever they wanted (within the confines of law. of course). Lord Hill
invited various corporate executives along with selected members
of the general public to sit on constitutional subcommittees whose
brief was to look at the whole system of government. These various
committees wouid report to the Democratic Government
Commitee—the DGC, chaired by lord Hill, who wouid then
approve any suggestions before taking them before Queen Victoria
il for Royal assent. Finally, this tortuous process came up with a soiu-
tion to the first problem—that of electing Members of Parliament.

An elected central Parliament was to be set up, but with its
members coming from the local govemments around the country.
Anybody couid stand for a local govemment seat as long as they
could raise the £50,000 needed for a deposit and were backed by
five responsible members of the public this means doctors, mem-
bers of the law professions, Officers of Her Majesty's Armed Forces
and high-ranking Comorate officiale). The elections for local gov-
emment were to be by the old “first past the post method” rather
than any form of proportional representation. This created a huge
uproar up and down the country, with many saying that minorities
would be left out and suppressed because they didn't have any say
in government. Another committee came up with a directly-elected
Partiament with proportional representation. Both suggestions wernt
before the DCG, which, at press time hasn't produced its final report

yet. In fact there is a growing number of political activists who say it
has no intention of reporting, thus leaving both the Miltary and the
Corps with as much leeway as they want.

During this time, manyy of the old military companies were pri-
vatized— such as the Royal Ordnance Factory; food and many other
local agricuttural companies became part of Impernial Metropolitan
Agricuiture. Other companies were acquired by the Hilliard
Corporation.
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At present the “first past the post” method is used to eiect
members to jocal government, and this method will continue untl! a
decision is finally made regarding the overall system. Slowly, some
normality retumed to the LLK. and people were allowed to move
around the country as long as they had the paperwork allowing
them to do so. Not that travel was easy; many of the major roads
were etther in a bad state of repair or subject to a severe toll. The
rail network had also been severely curtailed as a way of restricting
movement; as yet no investor had come forward to get the trains
moving again to many parts of the country. The skies are fairty unre-
stricted as fong as you keep out of certain areas—atter all, whoever
could afford to fly must have corporate or miiitary backing, nght?

Terrorist attacks still occur—many backed by Scandinavian eco-
terrorists who try to eliminate acid rainfall caused by British industry.
Despite all this, many companies are investing in Britain as a cheap
and easy way to get into the huge EC market without having to put
up with the tortuous regulations that abound within the rest of the
£C.

There are the beginnings of another uprising in the derelict
urban sprawis and poorer rural areas, as many begin to suspect this
govemment has no intention of giving the power back to the peo-
ple.

This is the state of the U K. at the moment—the old military dic-
tatorship has gone, but though a Queen now sits on the throne, the
lot for the ordinary people is still very much the same—~the rich have
much and the poor have nothing.

The Monarchy

Operation Cromwell was launched by D15 tthe Security Servicel
immediately after the shortdived ant-MLA revolt fed by King Charles
I and the Royal Marines. Its job was to eliminate any possibility of
the re-establishment of the monarchy by tracking and terminating
any possible heir to the throne. Unfortunately for the MLA, this
operation was flawed from the beginning, for after Charles's death,
people with connections to the Royal family went to ground and
. though the determined and nuthless agents of D15 eventually
i tracked them down, two of the most legitimate heirs were already
@ for from the grasp of the MLA.

Charles’ brother Andrew had been a ranking member of the
Royai Navy when the MLA swept to power. He had been with his
brother at Devonport when the last stand of the Monarchy had taken
place, and fike the King, he too had been liquidated in the interests
of national stabiiity. Andrew's family were herded up and dealt with,
but, unlike Charles, Prince Andrew had been marmied before. He had
divorced his first wife in 1994 and she had gone to the USA. with
B their two daughters and her financial advisor/lover. At the time, the
é divorce had been a bitter blow to the already unpopular Royal fami-
4 ly, and court officials had been difigent in making the separation as
|| quietas possible, providinga quartity of Royal treasury to assure that
the Prince’s former wife did not mix with the media.

D.1.5, of course, knew of the first mamiage, and though a squad
of ARMINTAC fops were swifily dispatched to the US, they found
that others had beaten them to the punch. Sarah Ferguson, ex-
Duchess of York—and more importantly the Royal Princesses —
were gone.

The Security Service knew that some organisation was shedter-
ing the heirs, but at the time they had no idea who. There were
numerous possibilities, but after lengthy meetings it was decided
that due to mounting strains on the budget, D.1.5 would not pursue
a pro-active approach in tracking down the missing heirs. Instead,
they would eradicate all mention of them and maintain a policy of
disinformation on the lines of succession. Like the Hitler Youth book-
bumers of decades before, D15 nuthlessly purged great libraries
and universities, destroying every mention of the Royal line. Ali the

R AR RIS




I ROUGH GUIDE TO THE U.K.

e T R A S

INTRODUCTION

treasures of the Kings and Queens of England were locked away in
underground  bunkers, crealing massive secret storehouses of
English heritage. The Security Service was clinically effective. in the
space of months, not a trace remained of the Royal tradition that
had been a part of the country for so long. Only memories
remained and they soon passed into apathy.

However, D15 had not been quite as effective as they had
thought, for although they had hidden the great treasures, convert-
ed the stately homes to parracks, efiminated the Royalty, outlawed
the scholars of the monarchy and bumt the ancient books, there
was one area that partially escaped their grasp. That was the huge
collection of media archive data covering the country’s obsession
with it's monarchy. From the microfiche records of the nearty-redun-
dant newspaper offices © the video vaults of the various tabloids
(even the nominally-contralied BBC hid some away! lay a weatth of
information, information that would become critical propaganda in
the struggle that was coming.

The Cartel

Though not actively hurting the missing heirs, D.15 still had agents
around the world attempting 1o discover what had happened to
them. They formed a small intefligence unit whose brief was to the-
arize the nature of the threat the heirs posed and to determine what
individual, government of comoration had managed to spirit them
away. In 2012, the unit produced a report that detailed the activities
of an organization they called “the Cartel” It was a name for want of
any other, for D15 had no idea exactly what the Cartel was. Any
attempts to trace back rumors of Cartet operation aiways drew a
blank. Whoever was behind the Cartel obviously had the money
and the influence to cloak their presence. In fact, the Cartet was cre-
ated by two corporations, IMA and the Hilliard Corporation. As the
two most powerful corporations in the UK, they had formed an
alliance for mutual protection of their profits. They knew from ail the
civil unrest that the MLA could not last. They also knew that if it fe,
the resulting turmoil could well cause the coilapse of the compora-
tions as well. Uniess, of course, they engineered the downfall of the
MLA on their own terms.

It was decided the best way was to engender a desire in the
populace to see a retum of the Monarchy. The Hilliard Corporation
had already located a viabie heir to the throne, and now proceed-
ed to contact her and amange for her eventual retum to Britain. On
the home front, IMA began covertly financing some of the more
successful pirate news services that had begun broadcasting in
recent years. As the pirates began to rely more and more on IMA
funding, they listened more to IMA's suggestions as to broadcast
content.

ft was not long alterwards that the pirates began the call for the
Restoration of the Monarety, a call echoed by the public. The Cartet
couldsitbadqlmblyphasedwithmemselv&s. It had found an
heir and it was influendng the populace so that they would wet-
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come their Queen when she retumed. All that was needed was the
occasional push in the right direction to ensure that events kept
moving at the proper pace. With continuing civil unrest, and the
troubles in Northem Ireland, the MLA found itself stretched, both
militarily and financially, then IMA decided the time was right to
make its move, Without waming, IMA's troops invaded the Bristol
conurbation, and in a brief but bloody battle with MLA forces sta-
tioned there, seized control. This was the straw that broke the
camel's back. 't was only a matter of weeks before the MLA finaily
collapsed.

The Restoration

It was not long before the public began worrying what was going to
happen to them now. With the MLA gone, who would run the coun-
try? As the feeling of panic increased, IMA and the Hiliard
Corporation made their move. They began spreading the rumor
that there was an heir who had survived the MLA's purging. As the
public’s cry for someone to lead grew louder. amid much publicity,
Queen Victoria Il flew into the United Kingdom, setting foot in the
country of her birth for the first time in over twenty years.

Victoria Il was bom Princess Beatrice, eldest daughter of Sarah
Ferguson, Duchess of York, and Prince Andrew, Duke of York. Her
parents divorced in 1994, and she went with her younger sister,
Princess Eugenie, to live with their mother in America. During the
“removal” of other members of the Royai Family, they were initialty
overlooked. By the time D15 agents tracked them to Texas, the
Cartel had already moved Beatrice and Eugenie to a new secret
location, somewhere in the Caribbean. There, the Cartel briefed
Beatrice about what was going on in the UK They aranged blood
tests and DNA matching, readying themselves for the inevitable
doubters, and they arranged for her name to be changed to one
that would strike a chord with the British public.

What exactly Queen Victoria il was told, it is unlikety we will
ever know. She amived home, and her coronation was arranged a
week later. She gave television and newspaper interviews con-
demning the MLA, and praising the indominatabie spirit of the
British peopie. She thanked the IMA and the Hilliard Corporation
for the support they had given her since her retumn. Victoria is a
beautiful and charismatic young woman and the people listened.
She announced there would be an elected govemment once
more (@and the corporations chose the candidates). IMA and
Hitliard were ecstatic; it had worked better than they had ever
expected. The people loved the Queen, the Cartel controlled her,
and through her, the people. Only, recently, the Queen has not
been as pliable as she should. She shows signs of a keen intetli-
gence that the Cartet had not counted on. It seems she really
does care for her peopie, and because of the iove that they have
for her, the corporations need to be careful, as she couid tum the
populace against them. They are leaming that the Queen is, in
fact, becoming a two-edged sword.
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S WE MENTIONED IN OUR INTRODUCTION

TO THIS GUIDE THE ACTUAL SYSTEM OF

GOVERNMENT HAS YET TO BE DECIDED
ALTHOUGH THE BASIS OF GOVERNMENT WILL
ALMOST CERTAINLY REVERT TO SOME SORT OF
PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY.

Britain itself is divided in to sixteen Local Govenment
Districts (see map). These districts are bordered by major access
roads where possible. Movement between these various dis-
tricts is restricted by the use of vanious trave permits—both local
and national. These permits must be presented when crossing a
district border on an Access road; however, it is possible to
cross borders if you stick to minor roads, the only problem is that
the roads are deliberately left unmaintained and there is aiways
the possibility of running intc a border patrol

At the moment each local government is directly efected
from constituencies within that district and holds office for a term
of two years. The actual head of the District, the Administrator is
appointed by the government in Westminster and is supposed-
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ly there to oversee the transition to democratic ruie. Whether or
not this actually happens remains to be seen.

Each district, except for Northern Ireland and Scotland, is
given a set budget from the central government and is allowed
to allocate these funds however they please. Unlike the old
District and County councils however, they do not fund the
police force; that is done centrally to prevent local government
corruption says Lord Hill (to keep the police state in control say
most other people). This budget is allocated by a complex for-
mula that takes into account such diverse elements as popula-
tion, area, average income and law code. Districts can also apply
for relief funds if facing trouble—both East Anglia and North
Wales have applied for monies from this central fund due to the
huge problems they face.

Both Northem Ireland and Scotland are still, begrudgingly,
controlled directly from London and, of course each has a much
higher overaii budget than the formula would dictate.

Each District is responsible for controlling its own borders,
apart from the Scotland/Lindisfame border which is patroiled by
the British Combined Forces, the Districts therefore employ their
own Border Patrol Security Teams whose job is to monitor and
control all cross-border movement and also have the remit to
look after all essential nonaccess roads.

As is often the case, the Government claims to control all
of these Districts but in reality does not. All of those around
London and as far north as Lindsey and Deira are pretty much
under control (apart from smail pockets). The one exception is
East Anglia. Only a small portion of this district is pacified. Parts
of Middie Anglia are also highly dangerous. The further north
and west you go the less control the govermnment seems to
actually have.

The government has a good working relationship with most
of the Westem world in keeping with its old image. However,
certain things are beginning to concem many foreign adminis-
trations. The first and most serious thing is the second Cod War.
While hostilities have not actually been dedlared, this is as close
to a real war as you can get Its cause was British trawlers mov-
ing their fishing fields further north in search of ever depleting
fish stocks. Iceland objected on grounds that their own stocks
were being wiped out by foreigners. Britain just pointed out that
they were in intemnational waters and it was going to camry on
fishing. Iceland responded by declaring a 500 mile exclusion
zone around its shores. Britain refused to recognize this and hos-
tilittes began. British trawlers fishing within the exclusion zone
are protected by fast patrol boats and frigates from the fisheries
division of the BCF. Many countries in Europe expressed con-
cemn over the rapidly deteriorating situation but have declined to
take any action. It may be the fact the Britain is the largest sup-
plier of fish to the E.C. that is stopping them.

Britain has a long history of paying lip service to the EC.
and that is continuing. Many people moan about being mem-
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bers and that the Germans are running it all but the Brits are
quite happy to keep it as it is, thank you very much. They get
most of the benefits but at half the cost to its industry in terms
of various reguilations. As the European bank (or Glistening bank
as its was nicknamed in the 90's due to its opulent construction)
is based in London much of the EC's monetary poiicy is run
(quietly) by Britain. This, obviously, shouldn't be the case as the
directors are nominated by the various countries but Britain has
used the current State of Emergency to revoke the free move-
ment of E.C. citizens. Britain only seems to let in those members
who sympathize with Her views on monetary policy. Again, the
other countries are quietly concerned by this but have made no
formal complaint yet.

Britain has good relations with the African states and has
recently started an investment program in many countries—a
quick look at the list involved shows that the states invoived are
the old outposts of the British Empire and, again one or two of
the African states is quietly concemed.

Another area that Britain is looking towards is South
America. She has started a major investment program in the for-
mer British Honduras which is beginning to worry many of the
states there too.

That special relationship which the United States faltered
along with the union but both the MLA and the new govemment
has been sensible enough to keep on good terms with all the
various administrations—especially those looking for arms. Royal
Enfield and Heckler & Kach, UK are, literalty, making a killing out
in America.

Britain's relations with the Far East range from good
Singapore, Japan and Taiwan) to bad (China). The relations with
China rapidly deteriorated when Chris Patten was appointed as
the Govemor to oversee the return to Chinese rule of Hong Kong.
His insistence of the introduction of democratic reform severely
annoyed the government in Beijing. The final hand over of power
in 1997 rendered scenes reminiscent of the American pull out
from Saigon with people scrambling to get out of Hong Kong in
any way that they could.

The heavy-handedness used by the Chinese created the
problem of the Hong Kong boat people which created a major
political row back home. These people were British subjects and
should be allowed to enter the UK The govemment only inter-
vened when Chinese gunships started firing on escaping ships.
The political scandal created by this whole affair was one of the

reasons behind the military takeover. The MLA saw an opportuni-
ty to divert attention away from what was happening in the UK by
forcing the issue in the Far East. Both Japan and Taiwan backed
the British "humanitarian” efforts with money and supplies. Finally
the LLN. had to step in to prevent a major war. The ensuing treaty
allowed most of the former British subjects to settle in Taiwan,
Japan and Singapore where their willingness to work at low wages
was utilized (exploited) in retumn for economic aid for China.
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MonETARY MIATTERS

The British are fiercely loyal to their cuency and the Pound
Sterling (also known as a quid) has retumed as the national cur-
rency of choice. The actual exchange rate has been fixed at £1-
00 = 1Eb. All those people entering the country are required to
make a minimum purchase of £100-00 even if the stay is only a
stopover at any one of London'’s five airports.

Most shops, theaters and restaurants in the cities will accept
Eb’s, but once you venture outside the major urban areas you'l
find that people tend to prefer Sterling.

Once out of the dities it is best to carry cash or sterting trav-
eller's cheques as very few banks have branches in the rural areas.
The main banks are CitiLloyds and Barclay-Deutsche.

The UK is still part of the E.C. Single Market and as such all
companies can conduct their business in any country as though it
were in Britain. The E.C. itseff is the most profitable market in the
world.

British business itself is booming as many companies are
moving their European operations to this country. There is one
major reason for this—cheap labor. As the UX. had opted out of



1

SR

% the Social Chapter of the Maastricht treaty in the early 1990's its
§ business didn't have to worry about things like maximum working
I hours or minimum wages—just making large profits. While business
/  took a down turn during the reign of the MLA the new open mar-
|- ket along with a cheaper work force than the rest of the EC. means
¢ that business is flooding into the country.

4 Another advantage is that while Britain is part of the Single
(8 Market, its business regulation is not as labyrinthian as the rest of
: Europe thereby lowering company overheads even more. Add in
many Government incentives (e, bribes) and you can see why
companies are flocking to the UK—to them it's the most attractive
market in the world.

The Govemment is very pleased with this and says that this will
bring prosperity to the country as a whole, afthough many pundits
advocate that high company profits doesn't help the country and
that a decent wage paid so that the people can spend it on other
services is what really counts.

British companies themseives have, traditionally been very
aggressive business-wise and have continued to be so 4n ail sens-
es of the word).

The main players are, of course, the Hilliard Corporation and
1 Imperial Metropolitan Agriculture twe will detail these corporations

| laten although manty others are expanding rapidly both in Europe
B  and worldwide, In fact, many are fooking toward the old British
stomping grounds of Africa and the Far East as ripe for the picking—
especially India with its cheap workforce and large fertile plains.

SPECIAL NOTE: ALL PRICES HEREIN ARE EXPRESSED IN
EUROBUCKS (ED),

CorpPs

Imperial Metropolitan
Agriculture, PLC

B “GIVING THIS DAY, YOUR DAILY. BREAD.’

Regional offices: Southampton; Pacle-Boumem
Conurbation, - London;.. Cardiff;: i Binnmgham,
Paris, Lisbon, Rome, Montreal,. Toronto;, New York, .
Kansas City, Rio De Janerio, Capetown.: ... )
Name and Location of Prindpal Shareholder: Sir
Ranolph Christmas KBE, Bristol, holding 31.6% of
total shares :

]
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Equipment:and resources: IMA has an immense
amount of land to protect and is extremely well
equipped to deal with any threat: IMA maintains a
fleet of some 125 AV's. of varying: class; fity heli-
copter gunships and numerous:armored land vehi-
des. Itis:rumored to-have several squads of battie-
suited troops but this is as yet unproven. in addition
to this military: hardware IMA has twelve corporate
jets. Each office: has-at least: two.heavy: AV'S, two
helicopters and a surgery-capable infirmary.

IMA: has: very. high access. to: British: military - hard-
ware ‘and- maintain - astandard: platinum: premium
credit'account with the British Combined Forces:

Background

The Old adage “Bread and Circuses” is one that the Martial Law
Authority definitely subscribed to; they firmly believed that as long
as the population was fed and entertained they would ignore, or
at least be apathetic to, whatever government ruled their daily
lives. In order to deal with feeding the people of the United
Kingdom the MLA decided to form the Army Franchise
Agricutural Development Committee which would place the
country's food requirements under nominal Army control. The
committee was staffed by a group of planning experts and head-
ed by Sir Ranolph Christmas, an ambitious young MLA comman-
der who had a good deal of Corporate experience under his belt
prior to the ascension of the new government.

Christmas and his fellow committee members had a free
hand to do what ever was required to keep the people fed and
content, and under his guidance the ARFRAGDEV ruthiessly
purged and controlled both Agricorp and small farmer alike. Any
resisting corporate effort was silenced either by seconded
ARMINTAC troops or by fife terms on the Isle of Wight Penal
Colony. Of course, as the MLA carefully watched over the media
these atrocities went largely unnoticed by the general public and
by 2009 the committee controtled all of the country's food
requirements from production to retail commodities.

Christmas had most certainly fulfiled the mandate set for him
by the MLA government and he swiftly moved to take advantage
of his good standing, initiating a greater, bolder plan that he had
prepared long in advance. Christmas and his committee pro-
duced an ambitious report that tempted the MLA with the possi-
bility of solid revenue as well as continuing to feed the masses. He
reported confidently that great trading opportunities existed if only
the ARFRAGDEV could form itseif into a legiimate Corporate
identity which would be acceptabie to the world of commerce.

In a meeting that reportedly lasted just filteen minutes the
MLA regional commanders gave their unanimous support to his
“‘plan for progress,” and within days Imperial Metropolitan
Agriculture was formed. As an additional token of their support the

Nl FOLITICS AND GODVERNMENT  §
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MLA provided the company with a section of ARMINTAC person-
nel to act as a market research unit and two regiments of MLA
troops complete with AV support that could form the basis of a
security force, a force which Christmas had eloquently argued was
necessary to secure IMA farmiand from itinerant damage, namety
nomads. It would be, he stated unfair and unwieldy to expect MLA
forces to be at the beck and call of the new corporation, especial-
ly with the many other security matters that the govemment had to
attend to. The MLA had been totally duped and with one foul
swoop naively created a Corporate monster which they would
never control and would eventually have an active hand in their ulti-
mate destruction.

In the years that followed, more teror was wrought by the
IMA Corporate machine, to the extent that any UK business
involved, however loosely, in food production and sale was poten-
tially at its mercy. If a company peaked the interest of the IMA
boardroom, it was instantly doomed, as before long security forces
would descend in droves to seize company premises and equip-
ment while cruelly efficient market intelligence agents eliminated
the previous ownership. From that moment on the company
become another asset in the IMA empire. It was more than a hos-
tile takeover; it was an invasion from which there was no right of
appeal and no legal recourse, for the IMA carried the authority and
support of the MLA.

IMA also sent Agricuttural Potential Teams all over the coun-
tryside. Their job was to assess all currently under-tilized farming
land and after said assessment make a “forcible land purchase”
which was yet another concession that the MLA had foolishly
handed to IMA. Any land then selected, including what in some
cases had been previously national parks or common pasture, was
claimed by the corporation and made ready for seeding.
Topographical features were lain waste by dedicated land clearing
and deforestation squads, local populations found themseives
evicted and moved to the rapidly growing metroplexes and conur-
bations, which of course pieased the MLA who were eager to keep
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the U.K's population in large, easily controlled cities. With frighten-
ing speed Britain's traditional villages all but vanished to make way
for massive, flat expanses of arable farming land.

it is clear then that IMA gained assets and thus wealth for lit-
tle or no investment of its own. The end result of which made the
corporation extremely cash and stock rich. In the UK it had no
rivals and corporations in nearby mainland Europe were warily
watching it. Soon IMA was expanding its security force and doing
batile with lesser Agricorps on the intemational market as well.
Notable coups in this period of rapid growth were the purchases
of large tracts of the Canadian province of Alberta and portions of
the Amazonian basin. In the latter case IMA completely wiped out
the South American Agricomp that dared oppose it. Eventually IMA
did not just prey on selected UK. corporations. As it grew more
ambitious, safe behind its govemment mandate and support, IMA
began to pillage other markets and soon no UK corporation was
safe from this robber baron company. IMA expanded its portfolio
of corporate rape with a dazziing variety of businesses, until even
larger corporations such as the massive Hilliard Group prudentty
struck trading deals to avoid expensive and crippling conflicts.

Despite the fact the IMA owed its existence to the Martial Law
Authority, Ranolph Christmas foresaw that the government could
not hold on to power, plagued as it was by civil strife and national-
istic up-risings. Christmas knew that the country was being starved
of overseas investment, as corporations wished to trade with a
country that still had a non-corporate controtied government. But
the problem was that if the MLA fell it was likety that IMA would falt
with it. A clandestine meeting was heid with Lawrence Hilliard of
the Hilliard Corporation regarding the fragility of the UK. govem-
ment. During the meeting Hilliard casually announced that his co
poration had secured the safety of the remaining heirs to the
throne; a deal was then struck to work together, plotting the down-
fall of the MLA, while protecting their own mutual existence.

The truce with the Hilliard Corporation still stands today with
the two CEQ's reportedly good friends and good partners. Such an
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unholy alliance has sent shivers down the spine of nearly every
boardroom in the world. Shoud the two Corps ever decide to truly
work together they would te neary unstoppable. (A fact that
Petrochem and EBM intend to rectify)

IMA today is a facet of everyday fife in the ULK,, as practical-
ly every ounce of food consumed by the citizens of the UK has
been planted, grown, nurtured or slaughtered, packaged, and in
some cases even served by Imperial Metropolitan Agricuiture.
The corporation has subsidiaries in nearly every Briish market
from dloth production to cyberware and from children’s toys to
body armor. However, as these wholly owned subsidiaries never
bear the name IMA, only a broad knowledge of business wiil
reveal any connection, and that is just the way IMA wants it. As to
its history of formation and its link with the MLA, it will lie, cheat
and kill to prevent that slipping out. Just your everyday Mega-Corp
realty!

Sir Ranolph Christimas, KBE

Ranoiph is a relatively young CEO at forty-two years of age, he is
a vibrant personality and an extreme patriot aimost to the point of
zealous nationalism. He harbors a spedal distaste for German
industry and is keen for his corporation to make as many damag-
ing inHoads to the German economy as possible. This has made
him enemies of Rudolf Muller {chairman, EBM) and Erich Kessler
(chief executive, IEQ), not a pair to get mad at you...

Though charming and glib, Ranolph is sadistic and would
rather rip out your lungs than teil the truth.

The Hilliard Corporation

“BIGGEST, BEST, BOLDEST,LBADDEST"
Known Corporate Profile

Headquarters: London

Regional offices: Every capital- in' Europe- has at
least one HC office while: the LLK has them in
Aberdeen, Bolton, Cambridge, Dublin, Manchester,
Milton Keynes, Newcastie and Reading. As for the
rest of the world, there are offices in Alaska, Boston,
Chicago- Port, Vancouver, Washington D.C,’ Cairo,
Nairobi, Hong Kong, Tokyo;, Brisbane, Sydney, LEO
Name and Location of Principal Shareholder: Sir
Lawrence Hifliard MSc, PhD, London, who. holds
63.16% of ol shares. - ’ .

Equipment and Resources: Almost anything that
money can buy. Reportedly equal to. that of IEC
(Corpbook 1), pessibly greater. : i
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Background

Sir Lawrence Hilliard MSc, PhD, was a physicist working on the
JET. fusion reactor project when he developed a working form
of magneto-hydrodynamic generator (MHD), for steady non-
mobile power production. From that point on the name Hilliard
has become synonymous with innovation and technical excel-
lence and the man himself heralded as the greatest scientist not
to win the Nobel Prize. Using capital raised on his reputation he
setup Lawerence Hilliard Innovation Ltd. in early 1996 and
began assembling one of the finest development teams outside
of the Pacific Rim. A year later their first product, the L.HI C-1000
industrial energy cell, was launched amid an avalanche of media
speculation and became an ovemight success.

The rest as they say is history. Renamed the Hilliard
Corporation in 2001, the business continues to grow at a remark-
able rate and now has interests in just about every area of the
technical arena. By the end of the millennium Sir Lawrence had
already achieved his first aim, namely, to break into C Magazine’s
Top 100 list within 10 years, number 93 to be precise. When
interviewed by the Times Business Supplement he was asked if
he was satisfied with the corporation’s performance and replied
“Hardly. | won't feel that my job is done until we sit atop the food
chain as the single most powerful, tenacious fish in the Corporate
ocean.” Do you have a time scale for this goal? “As long as | am
alive to see it, | don't really mind, but if | was forced to put a limit
on such things | would have to say ‘Not more than 30 years..”

The company has interests in just about everything, but the
closer it is to the cutting edge the more likely it is that HC wiil be
sniffing around. More than anything it acts as a holding company
for its ever increasing stockpile of assets. Such assests include a
large number of smaller concerns that it has taken over. The actu-
al number of such acquisitions is hard to calculate but if the com-
pany continues its current policy it should reach around 730 by
the end of the year.

The business is only successful on the World Stock
Exchange because of the massive profit margins that it regularty
achieves, 41.8% last year. That combined with the more the gen-
erous and regular dividends ensures a shareholder loyalty that is
the envy of the rest of the Europe. As a consequence the often
shady methods by which the company achieves its aims are
overlooked in favor of growth. If Hilliard goes down, then so does
IMA and if that happens the knock-over effects on the European
economy could be disastrous. Better to leave them to itand hope
that they don’t come after you.

In the UK, circa 2022, only IMA is larger and it is unlikely
that either will do anything to jeopardize their highty profitable
relationship, at least not until they have to. Until that day the pair
are content to use their combined strength to further their col-
lective and individual aims. HC has reached 51 and are still climb-
ing but as to whether or not they can realize their founder's
dream only the great god The Market knows for sure.
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As for Hilliard himseff, what can you say. He is a genius,
accomplished businessman, loyalist, egomaniac, psychopath with
his hands firmly around the throat of neo-Britain's future. Like a US.
Marine Corps Colonel, he decides on his battle plan, gives his
orders, and his army of technicians carry them out with the kind of
blind loyatty that you only normalty see in the military. He is a hard
taskrnaster who leads from front and if you ‘fail off a run’ you had
better be prepared for the consequences. The USM.C. has “Unit,
Corps, God and Country” as their creed whilse employees of HC
have simply “Hilliard and the Queen! His Knighthood is the man's
most precious accolade and he reveres the monarchy with a pas-
sion rarely seen in this day and age. It was Lawrence Hilliard who
was the driving force behind the retum of the Royal Family and it
s Lawrence Hilliard that will protect them with every fiber of his
being.

Alf that may sound a bit noble, but that is not surprising for
Hilliard is @ man in the old colonial mold. He is proud to the point
of arrogance and struts around like a lion after a kill. When it
comes to anything that is dear to him he is ruthless and thinks
nothing of using violence and murder as a legitmate tool for
accompolishing his goais. He is pleasant to talk to and gentle in
his manner but just be carefut what you say because to him a gen-
tleman’s word is his bond. Break a contract with the Hilliard
Corporation and you'll be dead before you take another breath.

The only organization that the man respects is Imperial
Metropalitan Agricuiture who he views as a kindred spirit.
Together they all but own England and are capable of just about
anything. it is unholy alliance that neither is anxious to break, at
least while there are other fish to fry. It is perhaps inevitable that at
some point there will come an adversary inside England that is
capable of taking these bastards on but at the moment they sit
alone as masters of all they survey.

The English Tourist Board

THE CROWN JEWEL OF ENGLANDY
Headquarters: London: . oS

Regional: Offices: Bristol, Southampton, The:Heart
«of England Tourist, Reservation, The: Magic of York
Tourist: Resetvation; Ancient Devon. and”Comwall

Tourist . Reservation,. : Leeds, . Birmingham;
‘Manchester, Paris; Berlin, Washington D.C.

Name: and’ Location' of ‘principal - sharehoider:
Derek: Trotter, Peckham; London holding' 19.7% of
totat shares. i .
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Badkground

The English Tourist Board was traditionally a fully govermment
funded agency whose relatively simple goals were the promo-
tion of tourism throughout England. Due to the crippling effects
of worldwide recession in the 1990’s coupied with the country’s
rapidly failing intemational image, the tourist industry was dying
on its feet, starving the hard-pressed govemment of a vital
source of ready and reliable revenue. In an effort to revitalize the
industy it was decided to privatize the English Tourist Board
operation, hoping desperately that the dynamism and vision to
be found in the private sector could tum things around.

When the offer was initially announced the govermnment was
delighted when they were swamped by comorate bids; howev-
er, alt the bids were from overseas consortiums and the media
had a field day whipping up a nationalist outcry. Embarrassed
and keen to appease, the government agreed to only seli the
board to an English company, almost predictably there were no
bids forcing the govemment to drop the price considerably and
put a good deal of ministerial leg work into selling the package.
Eventually a buyer was found and a sale was agreed and the
English Tourist Board passed into the control of the London
based leisure firm Famihol UK Lid.
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Well-Known British Companies and their fields of Influence

ADCO

Allied Resources
Allen, Schrader & Hemn
Amerkline

Rerestori & Common
British Aerospace

British Broadcasting Corporation BBQ)

British Combined Forces

British Linited Tounsm & Travel

Cornish Tin Mines
Corteks integrations
Emerson & Emerson
Enghish Tourist Board
Fineway

Hashnet

Galaxy

Gerald's Fine Jewellery inc.

Goldstein-Foydd
Hammond-wu Foundation
Hilliard Corporation

Heckler & Koch, UK.

Imperial Metropolitan
Agricutture

Independant Broadcasting
Network

Infotrans Express

tangford Sweet

L.ombbard Farwell

Locitite

Maclaren/Jaguar

Magic Fow

Mark & Sainsbury

Marconi-Ferranti

McNally-Greenhilf

National Power

Red Barret

Royal Enfield Ordnance

Selisoft

Silver Arrow

Top Cloth

Triton UK

Team 8

United Breweries

United Kingdom Telecommunications

Vosper & Wolf

Food retailers

Fuels and geological resources
Entertainment and publishing
Pharmacetrticals

Contractuai Corporate Cleaning
Aireraft, military hardware,
automobiles and electronics
Broadcasting
Milary services
Travel infrastructure
Mining

Cybernetics

New Age products and aids
Tourism

Food retaif

Courier services

Chemicais and pharmaceuticals
Retail budget jewellers

Banking

Bio-geneticicists

Holding companyfor a
muftiplicity of firms

Ordnance

Agricutture and food production
Broadcasting and

entertainment

Courier services

. Publishing

: Security

Automobiles

Publishing

Retail goods

Cybernetics and electronics
Construction

Electricity

Brewing

Arms and military vehicles
Computer software

Telecommunications,
electronic mait and
broadcasting
Shipbuilding

Famihoi had been cne the United Kingdom's few genuine
success stories, a vibrant company that had grown from virtual-
iy nothing to a place among the top UK. firms in under ten years.
Most of the remarkable success was due to the cunning and
vision of the managing director and owner, Derek Trotter, who
after winning a national lottery in 1991 had made several key
nvestments which had made him a very wealthy man. He had
in tun used his wealth to create two vast theme parks, one in
the south of England and one in the north which were the foun-
dation of Famihol U.K In the years 1994 to 1999 Famihol devel-
oped large resort complexes around these theme parks and
offered value for money holidays aimed distinctly at families. The
resorts in tun provided Famihol sufficient capitol to be con-
stantly flexible and competitive. After the purchase of English
Tourist Board, Famihol UK easily had the largest share of the
leisure industry.

The rise of the Martial Law Authority could have spelied dis-
aster for tourism and the English Tourist Board knew that only
too well. Almost as soon the regional commanders were in
place, a meeting was arranged with the objective of securing the
Tourist Board's position, luckily for the ETB and Famthol UK, the
MLA had aiready realized how important tourism was to the
country and they were eager for the English Tourist Board to
continue its efforts of seiling the country to the international trav-
eller. Famihol was granted permanent ali-area transit permits as
well as the appropriate licences to raise and arm a private secu-
rity force. Finaily, yearly grants would be provided as long as
tounsm figures stayed healthy. With this support the ETB man-
aged to stay afloat during the years that followed. Though it was
certainly not a boom time for tourism, the Tourist Board (like
Imperial Metropolitan Agriculture) found that government back-
ing had its advantages, and used its position to expand its port-
folio with no actual investment. it took control of nearly all of the
disbanded National Trust and English Heritage properties and
sites. It also sold both of its theme park resorts to the IMA and
used the massive capitol injection for secret tourism infrastruc-
ture investments.

Derek Trotter with his customary vision had foreseen that
the Martial Law Authority could not last He had guessed cor-
rectly that the United Kingdom was full of nationalist reactionar-
ies. it might take some time but the MLA would fall and the peo-
pie would want their national heritage back. That in essence was
the theme of the ETB investments during the rule of the MLA, to
re-capture the feei of old England. Trotter had calied his philos-
ophy the Victoriana effect, and in the end he was proved right

ETB Taday

With the faii of the Martial Law Authority the Engiish Tourist Board
had moved with staggering speed to recoup the fruits of its
investment program. It has saturated the world-wide advertising
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market with slick promotions depicting England in all its stately
glory and is ready to make a fortune. Unfortunately the years of
constant investment has taken its toli on Famihot LK. and the
word on the intemational stock market is that the company is
about ready to take a fall. Rival comporagons are waiting to swoop
on to what would be very rich pickings, indeed.

The Board of Famihol UK. are only too aware of their fragile
financial situation but are banking on stabilising their posiion
quickly. To these ends they are making doubly sure no nomad
group, cnme gang or rival corporation makes a dent in its slick
image. As such Famihol UK {trading as the Engiish Tourist Board)
is a very aggressive organisation indeed.

The ETB 1 ondon
Heritage Tour

Tammi Lockyear {(noted travel commentator) writes...

“My OPINION OF THE LINITED KINGDOM HAD. | ADMIT, BECOME CON-
RUSED, WHAT WITH THE MLA AND ALL THAT. WAS T STEL A LAND
OF CASTLES, PAGEANTRY AND HISTORY THAT | ROMANTICIZED ABOUT
OR INSTEAD WAS T IST THE SAD AND HOPELESS RUINS LEFT OVER
FROM A PSYCHOTIC DICTATORSHIP? | SUPPOSE THERE WAS ONLY ONE
WAY TO AND OUT, AT LEAST THAT IS WHAT MY EDITOR THOUGHT WHEN
HE TOLD ME TO PACK MY BAGS AND JOIN ONE OF THOSE ENGLISH
TOURIST BOARD HERITAGE WEEKENDS THAT HAVE BEEN SATURATING
OUR TRAVEL AGENTS JUST RECENTLY.

“WELL, | SURVIVED, yOU WILL BE PLEASED TO HEAR, AND | BROUGHT
BACK My ITINERARY, A RARE ITEM INDEED. SO TO GIVE YOU A PICTURE
OF WHAT THE LLK 1S LUKE, | PRESENT THE SAID ITINERARY AS WELL AS
MY COMMENTS WHICH TELL YOU WHAT THE TRIP WAS REALLY
LIKE...ENJOY “

Day One

Arrival at London Heathrow Transit station, where you will be met
by your friendly English Tourist Board representative and swiftly
escorted to our purpose-built 360° holo-theater for a presenta-
tion of a twenty minute introductory expenence which will give
you just a taste of the delights that await you on your tour of state-
ly London.

“THE SHOW WAS VERY GOOD AND THE ETB REPS ARE VERY

SUICK...S0 FAR | WAS IMPRESSED™
At the end of the show you will meet your dedicated tour

security manager who will provide a short advisory lecture on
interaction with this exciting energetic country.
“EXaTING! ENERGETIC! | KNOW CYBERWARE WHEN | SEE IT AND THIS
GUY WAS PACKING THE LOT. HE WAS DIPLOMATIC FOR SOMEONE SO
CLOSE TO THE EDGE. HE NEVER STATED THAT ANY TRAVELLER WOULD

BE IN DANGER. ..BUT | ADMIT | WAS SUSPICIOUS.”
Don't worry about immigration, passport control or your lug-

gage for that matter as our personnel deal with those concems,
you just have to make a short walk to your fuxurnious, air conai-
toned, fully armored hover bus and relax, as our expenenced dr-
ver whisks you to the London Crown Hotel for your first night in
Engtana.
“THE BUS WAS VERY IMPRESSIVE | HAVE TO ADMIT, BUT THE FULLY
ARMORED BIT!, | MEAN WHAT WERE THEY EXPECTING? L ATER IN THE
TRIP, | GOT THE DRIVER TO EXPLAIN WHAT SECURITY MEASURES THE
BUS EMPLOYED AND THIS IS WHAT | LEARNED. TO START wiTH, THE
BUS 1S COVERED IN WHAT HE CALLED A TASER SHOCK GRID WHICH
KEEPS ITINERANTS FROM GETTING TOO CLOSE OR SO HE SAID. THE
BUS APPARENTLY HAS CHAFF AND FLARE DISPENSERS TQ PREVENT
MISSILE ATTACK. AT THIS POINT, | WAS STRUGGLING TO LOOK
CALM...FINALLY THE SLEEK HOVER BUS APPARENTLY HAS A SMOKE
DISCHARGER AND SIX COMPRESSED-AIR GRENADE LAUNCHERS,
WHICH HE PROUDLY BOASTS DELIVERED DEADLY ARMAMENTS SLAP
INTO THE MIDDLE OF ANY POTENTIAL THREAT THE BUS FACES. ALL
WITHOUT DISTURBING THE OCCUPANTS.
“ANOTHER MINOR DETAIL { NOTICED WAS THAT THE BUS WINDOWS
WOULD OCCASIONALLY POLARIZE AND IMAGES OF THE OUTSIDE
WORLD WOULD BE REPLACED BY ETB CORPORATE ADVERTISING. IT
RAISED THE QUESTION, WHAT DIDN'T THEY WANT yOU TO SEE?!”

Day Two

You awake bright and early, ready for a fun packed day tour-
ing old London Town. First stop today is the exciting, thought-
provoking and all new, improved British Museum. Tour hun-
dreds of magnificent exhibits many of which are interactive or
a trip down “memory lane” where miniature red buses will
take you on a magical trip through time from the occupations
of the Romans to a gruesomely realistic recreation of the exe-
cution of evil MLA despot Lord Beavoir whose timely death
allowed the Restoration of the Monarchy.

After you have taken your fill of this marvellous attraction,
we speed you across the city to the fabled Houses of
Pariiament which stand sedately in the shadow of Big Ben.
Easily London's most famous landmark, this huge clock tower
still keeps perfect time despite two worild wars and three ter-
rorist bombs. You'll have lunch at the brand new "Roundhead
Restaurant” The English Tourist Board has spared no expense
converting what were originally partiamentary offices in to a
plush eating experience that truly manages to capture the
atmosphere of the old House of Commons, so you are bound
to enjoy yourself whatever your ‘order order!’

“THIS WAS ALL VERY ENTERTAINING, ONE THING'S FOR SURE, THE
ETB CERTAINLY KNOW HOW TO LOOK AFTER THEIR CLIENTS “

In the afternoon we step back in history once more.
Boarding ETB's very own hydrofoil we transport you in per-
fect comfort along the mighty Thames to the infamous Tower
of London. Due to the rising water table not all of this mag-
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nificent building is accessible but but take our word for it, this
attraction is one not to miss. You'll see the recently reclaimed
and restored Crown Jewels as well as a breathtaking coflection
of arms and armor without a smartchip or trace of keviar in
sight. The nearby English Tourist Board's fully interactive histo-
ry thrill tour “Crime and Treason” completes a thrilling day.
Rut it isn't over yet, because with an ETB tour the fun

never stops. This evening the neon glow of the West End beck-
ons and we've arranged exclusive tickets for the latest
Webber- Schofield theatrical spectacular. Perhaps you will get
to see Dogs, Braindancing or one of the classics like Phantom
of the Opera. Whatever it is, we guarantee you'll go to sleep
with a smile on your lips.

“SMRE...] WAS SMASHED. TAKE A WORD OF ADVICE, LEAVE THE

REAL ALE WELL ALONE, IT'S WORSE THAN DORPHS.”

Day Three

Your last day in London and we have saved the very best for
last. The English Tourist Board is proud to present “The Royal
Procession.

First stop is Clarence House, once home to King Charles
I's grandmother, sadly this glorious residence also became
the headquarters of the infamous and much feared
ARMINTAC throughout the dark days of the Martiai Law
Authority. As you enter the house you wili first get a glimpse of
the “Command Center” Marvel as automatons, holograms and
realistic sounds and smells provide an amazing insight into the
workings of the dreaded secret police. Then step into the
house’s Royal past as our expert guides give a moving portrait
of the ill-fated House of Windsor. Move quietly through room
after room and splendour after splendour, gaining a deeply
personal view of a Royal Family compiete with their private fet-
ters, family photos, even their clothes. The Clarence House
tour gives you an ideal opportunity to get a feel of the family
of our glorious, orphaned Queen and the perfect taster for the
highlight of the procession.

The English Tourist Board now takes you to the heart of
royal pageantry and status, Buckingham Palace. After complet-
ing a few simple security checks you pass through golden
gates and into another worid.

“SIMPLE SECURITY CHECKS; ARASAKA WOULD BE PROUD OF THE
BRUTES BRimisH COMBINED FORCES HAVE MANNING THE GATES OF
THE PALACE. EVERY BAG, POCKET AND ORIFICE WAS SEARCHED. ..LET

ME TELL yOU IT REALLY DETRACTED FROM THE MAGIC OF THE DAY.”
Within the palace fabulously adomed footmen usher you

like visiting dignitaries into a splendid throne room that words
cannot adequately describe, toward elegant goid and velvet
seats where you will be astounded by a special greeting from
the Queen herselfl, Our perfect holographic regent gives a
warm and personal welcome to her reaim and her home.
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“WILD...NOW THIS WAS REALLY GOOD. | HAD TO SIGN A DISCLAIMER
PREVENTING ME FROM GIVING THE DETAILS OF WHAT QUEEN ViCKy
SAID BUT IT WAS DERNITELY INSPIRING. , .EXCELLENT.”

Immediately after your Royal audience a fantastic tour
begins on which only the most private apartments are off limits;
there is simply too much to detail in full but some of the high-
lights include art and treasure troves, state rooms and the option
of a meal served in the Royal banquet hall,

“l HAD THE MEAL...VERY NICE ALL FRESH, NO PREPACK OR KIBBLE
HERE. ALL ELEGANTLY SERVED BY IMPASSIVE-LOOKING SERVANTS...!
FELT REALLY OUT OF PLACE.”

The English Tourist Board is additionaily proud to announce
that a strictly limited number of Royal bedchambers have been
secured for our clients use, so if you wish an extra special night,
see your representative for details.

“NEEDLESS TO SAY | ASKED ABOUT THE OFFER, AND WAS STAGGERED
TO LEARN THAT JUST ONE NIGHT WOULD SET YOU BACK 2000
POUNDS STERLING {OR ELIRO TO THE COLONIALS). THAT'S US BY THE
WAY. ALSO GET THIS, YOU ONLY GET A ROOM SUBJECT TO BRITISH
COMBINED FORCES SECURITY VETTING. | STILL HAD BRUISES FROM
THE BUCKINGHAM PALACE GATES, SO | PASSED ON THIS OFFER.”

After your magical trip to the seat of Royalty we take you to
the graceful, splendor of Westminster Abbey, where you wili get
a chance to pay homage to the fallen martyrs of the House of
Windsor, who have been recently lain to rest in this galiery of
heroes with full, if belated, honors.

Then finally, it's back to the London Crown Hotel for your
last night in the capital of England.

“My FINAL THOUGHTS? WELL, IT IS VERY SLICK AND SUPREMELY
ORGANISED BUT YOU ARE DERNITELY NOT SEEING THE TRUE FACE OF
THIS TURBULENT COUNTRY AND THAT, OF COURSE, COULD BE A GOOD
THING. HOWEVER, | COULDN'T HELP FEELING WRAPPED IN COTTON
WOOL BY THE EVER PRESENT CARE OF THE ENGLISH TOURIST BOARD
AND IT GOT A UTTLE CLAUSTROPHOBIC AT TIMES, THOUGH SAYING
THAT, | THINK THAT ENGLAND AT LEAST IS CERTAINLY ON THE MEND
AND THERE IS DERINITELY LOTS TO SEE HERE. THE PRICE, WELL AS ANY
GOOD HARROD'S ASSISTANT WILL TELL YOU ‘F SIR HAS TO ASK THE
PRICE, SIR CANNOT AFFORD IT"...SEE YOU.”

Law AnpD ORDER

The following sections detail some of the more important things
that you, as a visitor, should bear in mind on the subject of law
and order.

Perhaps the greatest probiem facing a new regime is that
of public order. How to strike the happy balance between crime
prevention, law enforcement and the prosecution of its more
boisterous citizens. For the power puppeteers of the corpora-
tions it was, until recently, a headache that would not go away.

Consider the problem. The reasons that prompted the
Corps to move against the military and reinstate the Monarchy
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in the first place. Under Martial Law they were severely restrict-
ed in what they could achieve both at home and abroad. it is
true that, some made huge profits from servicing the wasteful
needs of the military machine, but they were the minority. With
that said, there was only a finite market for the lucky few to
exploit and so it was in everyone's interest to remove ali obsta-
cles to their success.

So you've disposed of military rule and installed a new
Monarch of your own, what do you do about law enforce-
ment? If you rebuild the ofd publicly-accountable {Say what?
Ed.] constabulary system you are just letting foose a watchdog
that will more than likely spend most of its time watching you.
No one Corp could take on the job by itself, and who would
want to work that closely with their rivals? Thus it was decided
that, in the spirit of the aimost-free market, they would divide
the country into sections and put the law requirements of each
out to tender. Being the central force behind the demise of the
MLA, it is IMA and the Hilliard Corporation who are primarily
responsibie for the awarding of the various contracts. Their
principal concern is to ensure that no one interest gains much
influence or grows too powerful for comfort !mpromptu
alliances are not uncommon in such circumstances so the two
principals keep a very close eye on who talks to who.

There is at least one tender for each area in England and
Wales, with the award generally going to the highest bidder.
The contract is valid for an initial period of ten years and sub-
ject to annual review. The contractor is given a budget tied to
the size of area covered and the previous years offense to
arrest ratio. In addition they are granted access to a central
resources pool which each can utilize on a first come first
served basis.

All this ensures four things. Firstly the Corps can remove
anyone who gives them too much of a headache by simply
withdrawing all support and asking the next in line to take what
is rightfully theirs. Second, they can control the various con-
tractors via budgeting and resources. Third, the Offence/Arrest
ratio ensures that no contractor will do too good a job /if there
is no crime, there is no need for law. If there is no law, the peo-
ple will spend too much time conceming themselves with other
things. Ed.] Last and as a result, the people will be grateful to
pay the taxes that make it safe to walk the streets at night, pro-
vided, of course, the streets are in a Corp-sponsored zone.

As for Scotland and Eire, there is nothing so gauche as the
above. The volatile nationalist movement in each means that
the Corps cannot use their new found governmental influence
to install their own controls. Law enforcement is still in the
hands of the people. That is to say, a traditional constabulary
financed by the national pseudo-parliaments and accountable
to the man or woman on the street Some wouid say that there
is little difference in the two systems but they would be wrong.
Neither of the Celtic forces is competing for resources in the
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same way as their Anglo equivalent. Their budget is set, non-
negotiable and the pay is not performance-related. This alt
means that the police are left to do their job. /if they want to.
£d.] As for which system is best, who's to say. Each is as good
as the people invoived; if you commit a crime and get caught,
then you should expect to get punished.

Northern Ireland, simple—there is effectively no faw apart
from the law of jungle, so don't worry about anything apart
from your own neck and its continued connection to the rest
of your body.

The Civic Order Bill—
2022

Before any tenders could be processed however, the Corps
ensured that they were protected by repealing the Criminal
Law Act of 1978 and replacing it with their own Civic Order
Bilt (2022). This bill reclassified offenses into 5 bands rang-
ing from Drunk and Disorderly at the bottom of band ! to
Industrial Espionage at the top-of band V {see the foliowing
page for details). The bill is prosecuted on a focat basis in the
traditional way, but is presided over by a circuit judge. There
is only one method of appeal which is very, very expensive
and involves the evidence being reviewed by a minimum of
five senior magistrates, who then make their decision on a
majority basis.

There is also provision made for repeat offenders. Each
crime has a point value attached to it equivalent to its band.
When a person is convicted the band vaiue is added to any
previous crimes and the sentence assessed on the resuitant
vaiue. |.e., being found guilty of a band Il crime after a band |
crime would mean that the defendant would be sentenced
according to the band Il guidelines. If at any time an individ-
uai's Criminal Conviction Count (or 3C for short) exceeds 10
points, then public execution is mandatory.

There is no age of accountability in the new bill and the
only concession made for minors is that no child may be sen-
tenced beyond the scope of band |l untit the age of sixteen.
This does not mean that they cannot be executed or given life
imprisonment, just that it takes longer for their 3C to reach
the 10 point threshold.

As a result of the above the ordinary man on the street
can see no perceivable difference between the Civic Order
Bill and Martial Law, but the massive influence of the Corps
ensures that their operatives are free to protect their interests.

A brief summary of the major crimes and how they are
banded is provided for your reference but you should read
the “Don’t Wake the Lion” section for details of the more seri-
ous no No's.
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CrIME CATAGORIES

Don't Wake the Lion

BaND V. Besides th2 rather ceneralized list abowe, there are a few

Industrial espionage things thatyou should be wary >f. Perhaps most impotant of

Treason these is guin control The British still fiecely maintan their

§ Computer crime tiaditional opposition to publicly-owned firearms. More

Y] Fraud syecificaily the Corp sponsored govenment were gently

2 Embezziement rersuaded that a tnnsitional state of emergency existed,
Malicious damage ad a stricer form o gun contol was cdled for.

Thett of information All cocerned kiew that here wasno way to staunch

Smuggling (chrome)
BAND V—£xecution in nost areas or at least marnia-
tory life imprisonment end behavioral correction.

BAND V-15 to 20 years i prison; behaviorol or-
rection or execution dedending on ared and detois of

BAND il-Up t0-15 yewrs: ;plmn\or’vbe‘haviomlwﬁ

tie flow of munition: onto the open marcet and so oncen-
tated on the prosecution of related ofenses. In adition,
tiey madeit illegal for a weapon to be carried withott a gun

Bano IV amera fited. Evideice from such a device is now tie only
Violence against the person neans by ~hich a pka of self-fefense cin be substantiated.
Murder Without it, you're surk and the only altenative is to not get
Manslaughter aught in he first pace. That s not all, n some areas even
Wounding he possession of ary weapons is strictly prohibited see the
Rape law Codesection fa details), 50 be very careful if you don't
Grievous: bodily harm vant to find yoursef in a behavioral corection program or
Actual bodily harm vorse.

A side issue ani aimost & importast to the meatocrats
of the Canmons is that of offensive tyberware. Rippers,

the case. nicromissies and jist about everything eise cyber are all
Bano il aboo as Br as thes: idiots ar: concernad [Don't they know
Burglary neat is uieless? Eal. There is no real egislation, kut such
Robbery irmamens are considered ursporting :nd a very dam view
Criminal damage s taken d their use. That is rot to say hat you car't equip
Fraud and forgery rourself @ you seefit, just kezp a iow profile aboutit.
Sexual molestation Related to both the foregoing is smuggling. You with
Assatit : rour innozent, cherib-like face, will prcbably get away with
Smuggling (contraband <.«

‘he odd pece of illegal equipment but f you're catght traf-
icking in he stuff, then you cen kiss thisworld goodiye. The
Jest way o avoid ths is to armnge to pick up all your equip-

PO aCE I STREEY ACTIONN

£ - ja intusion defenses are probably the best in Great Britain. pens when you break the law in a place where they still hotd
Bano It ment afte your arrval. One ting, how:ver, the quslity and lard are pretty good for Europe, Ed.J The City aside, there is  such an outmoded concept close to their hearts. What about
B The and handling stden goods availability of cybervare and weapons ae probably 10t what a bt of, comparatively, poorly protected data to be found in  the countryside or the free fire zones? Well it's like this, you'll
if. Gambhng : you are wsed to. Tie only easily accessible source is the the Net outside London. There is more than one way to skin  probably be dead before you know what you did wrong, so b
: i Pmmn black maket whereyou shoud be prepared to pay nore for a it cat, so try to find a back door rather than ringing the bell  why worry? :
E mgﬂlg'_‘fem yeus in-a ity inferior eyuipment. The best stuff is reserved for the cream § ard waiting to die. §
Y | Y Copee s ey o cane 0 e s ey eavestarses 1 Thee Law Code
4 : X € > > : v in the UK, like that in most countries, is not averse toa , , i
8 Bano | and chrone so, if you're willng to take the risks, there is a bi of good-natured corruption but is by no means universal. The actual penalties involved for the convicted vary from §
b Violation of: fortune t¢ be made out here. Bibery to one man may mean your freedom—but to anoth-  region to region and are expressed in a 3 digit code pre- M4
Lebour laws . Netrinners, yau will notce from tand {V of the crime ermay seal your fate faster than a reaper round through the  dictabiy cailed the Law Code. in order, each number means §
g Revenue and taxationlaws classificaions that computer rime, of al types, carres some eye. Be careful. the following. First, the band if any, for which the death penal- ¢
3 TW‘_’"A"S particulady harsh sunishmeits for those who ae dumb : So there you have it, nothing that couid put off a hard- ty would be considered other than band V. Second, the §
Education Acts enough o get cawght. It ait depends on where y>u make i 3 g ered international operator like yourself. area's stance on firearms and armor and last, the aggres- [l
Vagrancy your run but be sspecially careful i you intend nosing W 1 If you're not such an individual, then you better go home ~ sion/tolerance level of the local cops. (This /ast digit was [R!
mw@m ’ around ir the da?a fortresses of the Cty of Londen. Thése 4 before you get terminaily acquainted with the boys in blue. adafgd by us as a joke in our last guide but was sg popu{ar 3
BAND I-1 to 5 yean in a communily progranme guys are underwriten by mor money han the gros ‘natmnA | Well, black generally, but you know what we mean. £d} that it has become part of ‘me Law CO(.ie. Who said nqthmg
and/or behaviourdl corection al produit of mostcountries Their hardsome dorations to § There is one point that ought to made before we move on.  changes? Ed.J A more detailed description of the meaning of

e ——

T,

NetWwatch afford ttem a cerain elite itatus and teir anti-

Tie whole of Law and Order section deals with what hap-
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nt Ranging from O to 5,5 being the nom, this
reflects the band for which execution is considered. i
zero, then the area is a free:fire:zone and no laws

apply.

n2  Ranging from 1 to'5 this digit reflects an ares's
stance-on weaponry and amour. ie,

1--No Weapons or Anmor of any kind are’ permitted
and alf visitors should register the presence with the:

local Sheﬂff
2—Only body pcstols imives and hght Armon :

3-Light: assault weapons, heavy armor; but gun cam-
erasmmbeﬁttedandwodong :

4-Heavy asaﬁwapor&mry armor and gun cam-
eras.

5:-Anything goes (ree ﬁrézone) You must be crazy
mcmehefebmrfyouregomgtogo,menbepre-
pared.

n3  The aggressionvtolerance level ranging from 5,
what're you lookin at? o1, bang!t whatyo jookin at!?

Police Structure

Once a given contractor is awarded the contract to police an
area they are obligated o set up operations in 8 standardized
way. Failure to provide the various required services puts there
contract in severe jeopardy and will aimost certainly bring about
a messy end to therr career in law enforcement. Each force is
divided into 3 self-sufficient divisions headed by a divisionat
commander and directly responsible to the Chief Constable for
the area.

Community Division

Traditional law enforcement in the community and representing
the caring side of the operation. Did | say caring, well, at least
they arrest you before they kill you. No, it's not quite that bad but
almost. Go quietly and you'll be okay; put up a fight and it couid
be your last Whatever the circumstances of your amest, it is
much wiser to cooperate and try to sort out the mess later.

The CDiv spend most of their time on patrof and can be a
useful guide if you're in an unfamiliar area. Most officers are
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briefed to assist travellers of the tourist variety and are quite pre-
pared to advise you on the safest routes, iocal night spots etc. If
the area's Law Code requires you to register your arrival it is the
CDiv watch commander that you should ask for.

Traffic Division

These are the guys that you are likely to run into first when you
armive in a new area. They are responsible for the policing of all
road and air traffic, operating toll gates and protecting the hum-
ble traveller. {you seen The Hitcher? EdJ Included among their
ranks, is the local Corridor Response Unit, useful guys to have
around if you run into Jackknife trouble. All rather chummy reai-
ly, as long as you stay on the right side of the gray area that pass-
es for law in these parts. Cross the line and look out, it may take
weeks for the rain to wash the stain off the carriage way.

A word for the airborne. As you may be aware, there is a
country-wide paranoia when it comes to your aenal antics.
Once a flight pian is registered, stick to it, unless of course you
want to see what happens when an AV hits the dirt from a thou-
sand feet. This is especially true when traversing district
boundaries, borders (BCF Border Patrol, double ouch! £dJ or
the cities of London and Westminster. Miss a way point and
vou'll be hit by so much firepower that it's doubtfutl if there will
be enough debris left to hit the dirt in.

Tactical Division

The senior division with responsibility for just about everything
else. [f there is any situation that is likely to require any form of
tactical response then these are the guys that they call. This
doesn't only include the traditional roles of the SWAT and psy-
cho squads but a few iess obvious scenarios. District customs
control, surveillance, computer counter measures, drug
enforcement and mob busting are just a tew of the more usual
tasks that this bunch of maniacs are called on to perform.

If you're lucky you will never encounter them, but if you do
then you had better have a decent runner with you. Like most
remotely coordinated units the key to victory lies in disrupting
their communications. The only aiternative to this is an all-out
firefight and if you iose, you can forget the idea of a Trauma
Team coming to your aid. By the time they arrive it will be all

over, and not even Dr. Frankstein could bring what's left of you
back to life.

Police Equipment

When it comes to weaponry, armor and other equipment there
are no guidelines to be followed. Each force is free to purchase
what ever they feel appropriate and that they can afford within
the confines of their budget Some have even taken to having
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the rrore expersive capitl items spansored by the public sec-
tor. Most famous of theseis Safton Security who hold the con-
tracts for Manciester and Leeds. The Corps are anxious to
ensure that this practice be curtailed by legislation before the
potaty gets to hot to handle. Saftn, being the biggest, is
regaried as theyardstick by which ai others will be measured.
if Saton behares themselves then IMA and the Hiliiard
Corporation are inclined '© keep then on a long leash rather
than o throughthe headiche of replicing them. Anyway, back
to the point. Any given poice force cin buy what they want but
since most are run by er-forces pesonnel they tend to buy
from 3CF surplis or direc from the sippliers. This means that
mostare just as well equpped as any force, anywhere and a
few ae equipped better ten most amies.

Justice and the
Judiciary

As mentioned reviously the trial rocedure is pretty much
the same as it has always been. A defendant is entitled to a
trial ty a jury othis peers and if corvicted excepts sentence
fromthe presidng judge Nowadays, however, little remains
of the old Lord Chancellor's departrent and there is distinct
lack of qualified legal personnel of ail disciplines. This
mears that most cases @e prosecued in a circuit court and
deferdants are required to represent themselves. There is
no longer any _egal Aid system ard uniess you can afford
the sstronomical fees ofa proper lewyer you are more than
likelyto be found quilty. ISo much pr justice, Ed.J

fyou do nmat have sich resources then your best bets are
eithe: bribery orescape bzcause in most provinces a conviction
mears quite often one thirg, public execution. The circuit judges
are nithless and tend to tike special dieasure in making exam-
ples «f naughty drangers vho talk with funny accents. Most noto-
rious of these i Senior Jistice Louis Graves. Nicknamed "The
Undetaker" he holds thesingle day record of 103 death sen-
tences during the Weymouth bombing trials of 2017,

{don't mean to be ascaremoncer, but that's the way it is
over rere; but, like most things, your cances vary depending on
the stuation. Fer instance the major cities offer far fairer pro-
ceedng to those you canexpect in tte provinces. My advice to
you i simple, nemely, dont break the aw and if you do don't get
caught.

Customs & Excise

Not rzally a partof law ani order but his is just as good a place
as ary to talk atout it. As discussed inthe "Don't Wake the Lion"
sectin, the UK is a dangerous place when it comes to the ille-
gal inporting of sanned materials. It is he job of the Customs and
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Excise Regiment to enforce the law in this area. Part of BCF PLC,
the regiment was formed to take over the roles of both Customs
House and HM. Coastguard and is made up of elements of the
spedial forces. Based at the Special Boat Service HQ in Pooie,
Dorset they rank with the Border Patrot as one of the toughest
outfits in the BCF.

All type of intemationat traffic, in or out of the UK, has to be
dleared by the CER before arrivai or departure. Any unscheduled
traffic can be chailenged anywhere within 100 miles of the coast.
Interception times vary from 6 to 20 minutes and any evasive or
offensive action is met with ultimate force. If you're not carrying
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any dubious cargoes you have nothing to worry about and may
as well do as you are instructed. If, on the other hand you're not
exactly contraband-free then you may as well fight because if you
get caught you're likely to be executed anyway. fyou thinks he's
kidding...Angh! Thank you for playing. £dJ

Prisons—Isle of Wight

As for prisons, there is only one, the Stockade on the Isle of Wight
and my advice to you is to avoid going there at ail costs. Originally
established by the MLA, it is perhaps the most repuisive place
outside the Middle East. A tanker accident in 2009 left the entire
istand unfit for human inhabitation for three years before a not
entirely successful clean up operation brought things to some
semblance of bio-normality. The MLA stepped in and tock over
the area for use as its one, centralized, penitentiary.

It is not a prison in the traditional sense. There are no war-
dens, no watch-towers and no perceivable regime. Apart for a
small maintenance staff there is no official presence. The central
compound takes up most of the island and is enclosed by a 50-
foot wide, 40-foot deep moat which is then surounded by a 40-
foot high perimeter wall. Inside the fence up to 60000 inmates
at a time are allowed to live however they feel fit. Food deliveries
are regular (if a fitle erratic) and mark the only contact the pris-
oners have with the outside world. Truely dangerous, hard-core
inmates are kept in a braindance faciliy separate from the main
compound.

Some would say that escape would be easy from such a
place; the frequent murders and cannibalism if nothing else, cer-
tainly make it desirable. After all, moats are there to be forded
and walls built to be scaled. However, it is not the physical bami-
ers that keep the population contained but a rather devilish oper-
ation that each receives when they are convicted. A small cap-
sule of a hemakreactive compound is implanted near the carotid
artery, connected to a transceiver and subdermal display in the
convict's neck. The display shows the subject's name, case num-
ber and time remaining on sentence. If an inmate attempts to
leave the compound before his sentence clock reaches zero the
transceiver loses contact with the prison's transponder net and
the capsule is detonated releasing the compound into their
bloodstream. The ensuing reaction evolves hydrogen at a rate of
1000 molar weight/sec and causes them to explode into painful,
fatal Bends in around 0.2 seconds (Sometimes even explode for
real. You've all seen the old Bond flat-screen Live and Let Die
fight? Ed.] in addition, any inmate can be terminated by remote
control at any time and can be tracked by satellite to an accura-
cy of ten meters.

So how do you get out if you're uniikety enough to find your-
seif inside? Well there are only three options here, none of which
happen often. First, ke many similar institutions worldwide, if you
survive long enough you may come to the attention of a Corp

DATASCREEN ==

who may then buy off your conviction and recruit you. Second,
find the money to buy off your sentence yourseff, and let's face it,
if you had those kind of assets you wouldn't have been convict-
ed in the first place. Or fastly, there is EscapAlD—the twice month-
ly top-rated cable show that sets man against a nation in a 48
hour race to avoid death.

EscapAlD

As mentioned above EscapAlD is a highly popular (if slightly
sick) game show which is syndicated throughout Europe and
runs for 48 hours twice @ month. The game is very simple and
was based on Richard Bachman's The Running Man, a book
and flat-film of the late 1980's. EscapAID, unlike the work that
inspired it, pits four teams of five convicts against a nation of
amateur and professional bounty hunters. Each team is
deposited on the mainland at a point of their choosing, given
a 1 hour head start and challenged to survive for 48 hours. In
the way is an army of bounty hunters led by the shows own
elite unit "Bloodsport” and their leader Venom. For every con-
testant captured or killed the hunter receives a bounty of
between £10,000 and £100,000 pius a bonus for the speed
with which they track them down.

In order to be eligibie for the show you must have been on
the island for no less than 3 months after which you can apply for
inclusion on the waiting list. Once on the list an applicant can wait
up to a year before getting their shot. Administered by an elect-
ed committee of senior prisoners and network officials the wait-
ing tme can be shortened by any number of methods but
bribery works best.

The main prize awaiting the prisoners is a pardon for their
current crime, any previous convictions and canceflation of out-
standing warrants. That's it unless of course they kili one of the
other contestants (on a competing team), in which case they are
entiled to the bounty like anyone else. Experience has shown
that there is no way to survive unless the teams are given help
and here we come to the kicker. In order to improve ratings the
producers sweetened the pot by allowing participants aid for
killing a competing escapee. This assistance can come in a num-
ber of different forms, i.e., weapons, transport, cash or the crucial
satellite blackout, awarded dependent on the result of a yes/no
viewers poll.

There are only a few rules. Namely that they cannot stay in
any one place for longer than one hour. If they do, their location
is transmitted to the watching millions thanks to a satellite fix of
their transceivers. The only weapons they can use are those
acquired on the way whether by theft, award or combat. No con-
testant can deliberately endanger the life of a member of the
viewing audience. Apart from that anything goes.

As for the chances of survival well that really depends on the
watching masses. If they feel sympathetic to you, then, with a lit-
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te luck, you might just make it. On the other hand, if the vewers
don't like wha they see when your record is transmitted then,
watch out, it isdoubtful if you'll make it past the first day. flis sur-
prising the amount of pedophiles, rapists and ex-tax colectors
who have exgired in the first few hours. The quickest erer kill,
came in Gam: 29 when former Member of Parliament, tumed
bigamist, the Rt Hon. Justice Pion was splashed by his fist wife
in 1 minute, ¢ seconds. The former Mrs, Pion was also he first
hunter to successfully escape following her subsequent onvic-
tion for the murder of what she catled "the other woman" If Mrs.
Pion can do itthen so can you. [Honestly...Not. Ed]

“utell that to theyo ger
‘rapein: Central Park..
Tell:that to-the people
"T&f"ta‘; go out: after

Crime, Organized and
Otherwise

Having discissed Law and Order it seems only logicaithat we
devote som: time to the subject of crime. After all hws are
made to be broken.

There rave always been organized crime syndicites, the
Cosa Nostre, Yakuza, Triads are probably the most mtorious
and we shal get to them shortly but first, a bit of baciground.
Yes, there & law in the form discussed previously but the
British Isles have just gone through a constitutional meelstrom.
It will take cuite some time before all the dust settlesand the
time is ripe ‘or the enterprising law breaker of the 21:t centu-
ty. The Civc Order Bill is in place but most of the newvly con-
tracted law agencies are still on the learning curve. "heir are
weaknesses to be expioited and until the situation tabilizes
the crime figures will continue to climb. It is not just the bigger
organizations either, gang membership and everytling that
goes with itis also on the increase.

The Syndicates

Gangs ther2 may be but the top of the tree still belongs to the
organized wime families. Run like a business they se legiti-
mate front: to conceal their activities and launder the pro-
ceeds fromthe various operations. Gambling, prostituion, pro-
tection, rotberies, drugs and extortion are their mair sources
of income but these highly structured groups are cipable of
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ust about anything. The current state of confusion permits
thiem a previously unknown level of freedom and as a result
hey have all been actively trying to expand their operations.
This in turn has led to an upsurge in the ievel of violence
setween the rival factions as each tries to take overall con-
rol of the country.

The Firm

The traditional face of organized crime in England; the Firm,
after a period of low activity, are once again stamping their
mark on the underworld. Based in the slum areas of East
London their influence spreads from as far south as Devon
to just north of Newcastle. Of all the rival factions the Firm is
probably the most dynamic, a newly-found unity between the
various bosses ailowing them to pursue their collective aims.
The Firm want only one thing—namely, everything. In their
eyes there are too many foreign interests taking a slice of
their cake and it is about time that the British crime scene
was restored to its rightful guardians. There is a kind of per-
verted national pride involved; British violence is the best,
the highest evolution of the art and consequently should
only be in the hands of the people that perfected it. Bring on
the Americans, ltalians, Chinese, Japanese and anyone else
who fancies their chances, this time the Brits are ready.

The Mafia

The Americans, like the others, see things just a little differ-
ently—and the mob intend to get their point across in no
uncertain terms. A spin-off from the old Sicilian Cosa Nostra
the Mafia have been expanding across the pond since the
late 1930's. The modern day mob are no longer the oppres-
sive force that they once were. Instead of terror they use
their massive resources to bribe public officials into turning
a blind eye. The other factions see them as a soft target and
have been sniffing at their heals like a scavenging dog, but
they may be in for a shock as the mob readies itseif to bite
back.

The Yakuza

Like the Triads and Cosa Nostra, these guys have been
around for centuries. Steeped in tradition and mythology,
they hold their massive membership's loyalty with the
ancient doctrine of Gin Ninjo (strong obligations). Once
excepted into a clan the soldier has effectively signed their
life away, as the only way to leave is death. They have a
strong code of ethics that must not be violated which
includes such things as total secrecy, no personal use of
drugs and unthinking obedience to their superiors. The Yaks
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do not siffer failur: lightly and still maintain the finger cutting
ceremoly (Yubitume) to maintain performance. This
involves a clan member severing a finger or knuckle and
sendingit to theirsuperior as an apology.

Originally from the Osaka region of Japan, the Yaks now
have a dobal pressnce and are currently the fastest growing
syndicake in Europe. Easily identifiable by the intricate tattoos
© that take the place of gang colors, they are probably the
i most vidlent grow outside of the Triads. Like most of the
main movers theyhave their fingers lah-ah, £d.1in every part

1 of the ciminal piebut drugs are their speciality. They are the

most liksly to chalenge the Firm as they (ike the Brits) have
an almast nationwide influence in the UK.

| The Triads

Originaly from Hog Kong and Taiwan, the Triads are the mil-
itant sice of the ong controfted Chinese community. Like
their brethers in tie LLS it is likely that they will soon move
against :he more jedestrian regime and grab control of the
community for themselves. Concentrated mainly in Scotland
and a snall enciase in London, the Triads are of little worry
to the cthers butif they ever stop fighting each other they
could pyse a majrr threat to anyone. Their strongest forces
are con:entrated across the Channel in the Netherlands.

The Cosa Nostra

The bluzprint for 3l of the Western outfits; the Cosa Nostra
have been making moves outside of Italy for some time now.
Some would say, what is the difference between them and
the Mata, well, quite a bit in the eyes of the Sicilians. The
Americin Mob heve gotten away from the old ways and no
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longer command the respect of the italian families. The cur-
rent state of British law and order has prompted them to
move into one of the world's most buoyant crime markets
and they intend to stay for a long time. It is possibte that they
will help the Mob in the fight against the rest and wait for
their opportunity to teach them a lesson in the Sicilian way.

The South Americans

ted by the Colombians, most of the old South American
drug barons have now maoved into more diversified areas of
crime. Driven by the need to escape the suffocating effects
of poverty and unemployment, many have sought a living in
the lucrative corridors of the underworid. Subtiety is not their
strong point and many of their operations involve excessive
violence. Poorly organized, they do not present much of a
threat, but on their day are capable of taking on anyone in a
stand up fight. Besides the usual interests they are one of the
few remaining sources for the white slave trade, making
them of particular concern to the unwary travelter.

See pages 50 to 54 of Protect and Serve for more
details on Organised Crime.

The Gangs

For those used to the gangs Stateside, the British variety may
come as a nasty surprise. They seldom have fixed territories
or wear identifying colors. lunless its match day, Ed.] The most
obvious and prevalent form of gang violence is the soccer
hooligan. Football aside there are other forms of more famil-
iar gang violence. Though there are no poser gangs as such
there is still the traditional clashes between hordes from the
myriad of different youth movements. Mods, rockers, punks,
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romantics, grungers and ravers ae a few of the more com-
mon adversaries. [See the old viceo Quadrophenia for infor-
mation. £Ed.J The motive behind the aggression is always the
same, you like one thing and welike another so were going
to stove your skull in. Finally there are the territorial gangs, of
a sort that you may be used to, ve will go into them shortly
but first a word on soccer and youth culture violence...

Soccer Violence

The world (infamous British disexse is still very much in evi-
dence and has gotten steadily vorse over the last decade
or so. Despite the authorities' test efforts it is a problem
that refuses to go away; the mainreason being that soccer's
gangs are not restricted to one strata of society. Bankers
and bandits are united by a conmon love for their teams
{and a damn good scrap). Every Saturday somewhere there
is going to be a war. The otherreason that the authorities
have failed to curtail the violence lies in their inability to pre-
dict where and when the nex incident will take place.
Months beforehand, ali the interested parties sit down and
thrash out the details with a military precision that is disqui-
eting to the casual visitor. Deahs are rare, however, with
most disputes being settled wity knives and hand-to-hand
fighting as opposed to firearms. If you kill all the opposition
who are you going to fight nex week? Ed.] This does not
mean that there are not considerable risks to the innocent
bystander; when two thousand >eople start kicking the liv-
ing daylights out of each other you do not want to be in the
middle of it. The visitor to the L.K should be wary of pubs
and clubs around soccer grourds if there is a match that
weekend. If you're sensible, youshouldn't have any trouble.
This statement is just as valid anywhere in the E.C. where
the level of soccer violence if arything, is not as bad as that
found here. [And always has bezn, Ed]

Yauth Culture Violence

Similar in nature to the soccer variety, this form of conflict
springs from the lifestyle cultures of the 20th century. The
youth of today have grown tiredof the continuous stream of
overdubbed pap that passes for nusic and have adopted the
sounds of an earlier era in an effort to be different. Well,
everything is relative. £d.J They collect aging recordings and
adopt them as bibles of social comment and prophecy. They
dress up in the image of their heroes and fiercely defend
their chosen style against ali chalengers. Mods fight rockers,
grungers fight romantics and junks fight everyone eise.
Unlike soccer violence, deaths ire common in these quasi-
religious conflicts as each side is prepared to do whatever it
takes to prove their side supericr.
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Gang Violence

Last, there are the territorial gangs. Based mainly n the
slum areas of cities like London, Glasgew, Bristd and
Mandester thay operate in a way just lke that of the
Stateside brethren. The youth of the detto, wih no
prosgect of arything apart from life long unemployment,
turn heir energy towards violence. They fed abandored by
sociey and forn together in tribes for reassns of seltiden-
tity and protecton. Centered around a given patch cr turf,
they nvoive themselves in petty crime as 1 means D sur-
vive. Their are requent, excessively bloody, wars beween
rival ‘actions & they compete for bragging rights n the
comnunity. Sone in both the police and organized crime
circles can seethe day coming when the (angs may unite
agairst the system that spawned them. f that day ever
comes, then ook out, for anarchy will finally have a veice in
the ysuth of Brtain.

The visitor should be careful not to leave the teaten
trackwhile in tie cities. If caught away fron the protzction
of the bright lichts and the nice police withtheir shiry cars
and polished tatons ibuttons. Freudian slis, Eh? Ed! then
bewere. You wil be a soft target for the gangs and ro one
will ©me when they hear you scream.
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There is one particular form of gang that the visitor
should be espedially wary of, namely those which specifically
target tourists. In their first few hours in a strange piace a tourist
is easy prey to the vultures of gangland. They will often follow
their victims from the moment they arrive, waiting with mantis-
like patience for their opportunity to strike. The wise will travel
by protected transport, i.e., CombatCab instead of by hire car as
the distinctive registrations of the hire car fleets only serve as a
beacon for the hunters to follow. If you do choose to travel by
hire car, don't stop for anything, not even the police. If they reai-
ly want to stop you they will, so if your unsure, keep going. Once
you have reached the hotel and given yourself time to acctima-
tize then you should have nothing more to worry about as fong

as you stick to the more secure areas during your stay.

If travelling in the countryside, especially in the North,
beware of Jackknife gangs. Like the highwayman of the old days
but without the friendly manner, these are groups of unaffiliated
wanderers who prey on road traffic. The arterial roads to the

borders are their favorite hunting grounds so be prepared.

BrmsH COMBINED
FORCES,

“Alright you ‘orrible lot, let's get the introductions out of the way
first. My name is RSM (that's Regimental Sergeant Major to you)
McNutt. I've been asked by the editors of this guide to tell you

about Her Maiesty’s Armed Forces and how they look today.

"Back in 2001 when the so-called 'Ammy' had their Coup, one
or two important facts were left out of the history books; the main
one being that the average squaddie was just following orders and
didn't know that they weren't coming from Westminster. By the
time we knew what was going it was too late. The only boys with
a bit of savy were the Marines and they pulled a fast one, alright.
Okay, they were disbanded, but it was bloody suspicious that
towns like Poole and Lympstone had their own security forces by
the following day. Why do you think that those towns were the
safest in the UK. during the Troubles? The number of undesirables
that ended up in Poole Harbour with concrete wellies is nobody's

business.

"But | digress. As well as disbanding the Marines, the Martial
Law Provisional Council removed the Regimental system from the
Anmy, and, in order the keep better control, combined the Army,
Navy and Air Force info one unified command. The British
Combined Forces (BCP were supposedly a cohesive force, but in
reality it was just one big snafu. We actually had interforce raiding
between old army, navy and air force units. Just how the hell did
the government expect footsloggers, wetbacks and fly-boys to

work together on that scale?

"In theory the BCF should have solved the military problems
of Northem iretand and Scotiand but the backstabbing and con-

stant bickering within the service put paid to that. it was a com-
plete waste of time—we may be the best trained troops in the
world but its means bugger ail if we can't work together.

"Things have changed a bit now with the Restoration of the
Queen and us becoming a Public Limited Company tblimey, even
my missus has a few hundred shares!) Considering the state of
the country and the lack of respect in the Military, it was a brilliant
public relations coup o pun intended) to make the Armed
Forces more accountable to the general public by floating the
company. Mind you there are some rumors that most shares are
owned by the govemment and certain large corporations.

"oday the BCF looks more like the British forces of the
1980's and 90's—in fact | actually feel proud to be a member of
Her Majesty's Armed Forces again. Yes, we do have to fight for
"clients" now, but as long as they pay on time and don't do any-
thing to hurt the British peopie, we don't particularly mind.

"Working for other Countries and Corporations gives me the
opportunity to compare the various private sector competition,
and 1l tell you one thing for free—one group | don't mind work-
ing with is the Lazarus Group (even though they are our rivais).
Those boys are almost as good as us and are true pros. But as
for Arasaka—don't mention 'em to me. They're the worse sods
around—! know for a fact that they're supplying arms to the Irish
and Scottish Nationalists (| wouldn't mind betting they've got their
fingers in East Anglia as weil) When a provo starts opening up
with a Light 20 questions have to be asked. (Preferably of an
Arasaka exec in a soundproofed roomY

"Although Lord McKenzie was a member of the MLPC
(Martial Law Provisional Council), his appointment as Chairman of
the Board of BCFplc was a good idea. He's old military and
knows how to run an army as well as deal with the politics. it was
his idea to introduce free fire zones in Northem Ireland (OK, we're
not supposed to be there but have you ever noticed how many
of the Ulster Defense Regiment have English accents?) He's a
man after my own heart. He also re-introduced the regiments,
albeit in a limited way, and to top that, he reformed the Royal
Marines. It'll take an awful lot of clout to remove him from office
should the need ever arise.

"With all the arms around in the UK at the moment, nearly
all assignments are dangerous but the most lethal are Ulster, the
Scottish Borders and Highlands, and East Anglia. East Angtia is
especially bad; if you remember your history well, you may
remember a place called the Mekong Delta during the Vietnam
'Police Action' in the 1960's and 70's. Well this place is worse—
with the flooding and various temorist attacks on pumping sta-
tions, the whole region is just one big waterlogged deita from
Ipswich to Grimsby with thousands of bicody islands teeming
with either booby traps or pirates.

"The Navy guys would give their right arms not to have to go
in there (in fact some have, come to think of it, but only after going
inh Many Forces personnel desert in the area, and many others
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have relatives in the area, so keeping an eye on the other mem-
bers of your patrol is must. Of course, this doesn't make for a very
high morale. Add to this the fact that you can't tell with East
Anglians which are loyal and which aren't, you've got one major
nightmare scenario. Many an enemy has been made from a loyal
subject over a simple mistake in this area.

"East Anglia is really the domain of the Navy, Marines, and
Special Boat Service (SBS). The fly-boys have lost too many chop-
pers in there. Most overflights have been stopped unless escort-
ed by Kestrels—and talking of the Bird of Prey—don't mess with
them near the Scottish Borders, they'll stomp you into the dirt and
when they're finished there won't be enough to bury. I've got to
admit it those lads in the Scottish Border Patrol are grade one ‘ard
bastards. When you've seen those Kestrels of theirs dive out of
the sun and start an attack run you really wonder how those
nomads up there survive at all. [Arasaka wegponry, probably. EdJ
Lord McKenzie may have admitted before the Restoration that
the Scottish problem couldn't be solved, but with the Kestrels and
the rest of the boys of the Border Patrol we can sure contain it.

"While the headquarters of the BCF are situated at
Sandhurst, all the military and police regions of the United
Kingdom have their own regional HQ's and military bases. To give
each region its own identity and ‘family’ feeling, a regiment
named after it was formed from BCF troops and stationed there.
To further regimental loyalty and trust with the residents of the
area, most of the new recruitment for that regiment is done there.

"The regimental command centers for the UK (and their
Regiments) are situated in the following locations:

"The command center for the Wessex region is situated in the
town of Newbury. Its resident regiment is the 1st Royal Wessex
under the command of Colonel Nicholas Hardy. The Colonei has
the nickname of "Old Nick" owing to his violent temper and his like
for fuet-air explosives.

"The Devon and Comwall Command Center is based in the
Naval dockyards at Plymouth. Because of the joint responsibilities
of the Army and Navy in this region the command center is under
the joint command of Colonel Elizabeth Ryding and Commander
Harris Channell. One of the three naval task forces is permanently
based here with the 1st King's Own Devon and Comwall. In the
past there has been some friction between the Army and the Navy
here and so there is a strong military police presence within the
town. This is definitely not a town to be out in on a Saturday night.

"Situated at Guildford the Sussex Command Center and its
Regiment the Queen's Sussex Rifles are under the command of
Colonet Sir John Travers. Travers is famous for his 'accident’ in
ordering his troops to shoot down an English Tourist Board Blimp.
Relationships between the ETB and this unit are particularly
strained.

"One of the most dangerous commands in the BCF is that of
East Anglia. The base at Colchester, while quiet in itself, oversees
the flooded rivers of the Wash and Fens. Although there is still a
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large land area here, the region is under the command of the
Naval Rivarine Patrot. Ground support for the patrol is provided by
the Anglisn Grenadiers. The base and military region are under the
command of Rear Admiral David Nelson. Nelson, living up to his
namesakz, lost his eye and arm in a river ambush two years ago.
With his :ybemetic replacements, he is an imposing figure who
has swon to rid the area of pirates.

"Mecia, though the home of the BCF, also has its own
Regional Command Center at Peterbourgh. The Royal Mercia
Guards ze often used by the Riverine Task Force in search and
destroy missions around Peterbourgh. Their commander,
Colonel kobert Brown, has been pushing central command for
more asets (especially SBS) in order to pacify the northeast area
of this rejion.

"The Middle Anglia Command Center at Doncaster is one
of the few bases under air force supervision. Centrally located
in the UL, the airbase there can respond to any threat in any
direction The ground forces in this region are led by the Royal
Lincoln Green jackets. The commander for this area is Wing
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Commander Jenna Holmes. One ¢ the first women to achieve
command rank in the British Air Foce.

"The Lindsey Deira command area has strong elements of
all three branches of the military. Aways strongly independent,
this region has always had an inteise rivalry with its neighbor,
Northumbria. The White Rose Regiment based at Darlington is in
a constant state of friendly war with the Red Rose Regiment of
Kendall. The rivalry between the tworegions and regiments is his-
torically-based, originating with the medieval Noble Houses of
Lancaster (Lancashire, the Red Rose) and York (Yorkshire, the
White Rose). The commander for his region and regiment is
Colonel Eric Boycott, a keen cricketer.

"Northumbria command is sitiated in the town of Kendall.
Its regiment is top of the inter-regimental cricket league and this
has led to some serious riots between the regiment and its rival
from over the border in Lindsey Deia, The military police always
make a strong turnout at cricketing fixtures when the two regi-
ments are scheduled to play each ¢her.

"The Lindisfame combat regionis under the sole command
of the Scottish Border Patrol. The man base for the SBP is the for-
tified compound at Carlisle. A seriesof rapid response fire bases
are situated along the line of Hadriav's Wall (Carlisle, Halfwhistle,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne). These bases are heavily fortified con-
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structionswith a fligh of Kestrels permanently stationed at eash.
The overdl commarder of this regionis Brigadia Colonet Sir
Colin Harts. Harris, known as ‘Bomber’ t his troops insists all 1is
combat aicraft carrycluster munitions ir case theycome acriss
‘invading Picts' as te calls border nnners. Orijinally Soith
African bybirth, Harrs is the first colorec soldier toachieve suwch
a high rark in the Briish Forces.

"Scotand with its continuing troubles is still a major problem
for the BC- commandi. Originally its roogs were theve as an arny
of occupaion. With the transition from a military govemment tv a
civilian adninistratior the military nature >f the Scotish operatbn
has chanced from owe of occupation toone of peicekeeping.

"The task of resuilding trust between the Scots and e
armed fores has been made easier wth the BCF becoming a
limited conpany. As 3 company, the BCFhas been ible to recuit
loyal unionist Scots © form Scottish Rejiments. This policy tas
been recdved very well in the UnionistWest of Scotiand, wiile
being heurtily cond:mned by most o the Seperatist East If
Scotland & ever given its independence, the BCFwill be inan
ideal posiion to offerits services with honegrown roops. Ratter
than divide Scotlandinto separate militiry commands, the BCF
decided b have one central command and two subcommand
centers.

"Scotish command is situated at Invemess, the home of he
1st Highlind Fusilies. Their commander Colonel Angus Brice
insists all his men are trained in the useof the Clammore swad.
Many pecple believe that this quirk of his is reallya sign to he
Separatist that he martially supports ther daims.

"The2nd Highland Fusiliers under tie command of Colovel
Margaret McDonald are based at Uligpool. This unit is well-
versed in ~aterbome operations, as one of their nain concens
are the Vestem Isles. To reinforce an dd traditior and national
pride the Black Watch Regiment tes been reformed in
Edinburgt. As well 1s its military duties, the regment is con-
cemed wth a lot of public relationship ceremoniil duties. he
commancer of this unit is the flamboyant Cdonel Willam
Connolly. The two oter significant militay bases ir Scotiand ire
Holy Lock the hone of Britain's Nucear Deterent) and he
ammed firebase conpound of the Aberdeen Corbined Fortes
Regiment Aberdeer (being the mair base of the Scotish
Nationaliss) is a tows under permanentmartiai law It is the most
dangerous military assignment in Scotiand after Gasgow.

"Thefinal two miitary regimental areas on the 1.K. mainiand
are in Wals. Wales tas been divided inb North ard South can-
mands. Bised at theNorthemn Commard Center in the castle at
Caemarvon is the Frince Of Wale's Own Regiment. The cam-
mander d this reginent, Colonel Ower Thomas, s a fiery-tem-
pered indvidual anda veteran of Northern Ireland His regimant
(with its poximity to the Irish Sea) acts as a rapi¢ deploymant
force for Northem reland. Stationed with this ommand ire
heavy-ift air assets and troop-transfort water assets. The

Queen's Welsh Guarcs based at Swansea (in South Wales) can
trace their history bac< hundreds of years. it was their ancestors
who fought the Zulu amy at Rorke's Drift

""The Weish Guaris, living up to its proud history, is one of
the top three fighting forces that the BCF has. Its commander,
ColonetArwet Williais, (although not your typical looking officer
having & beard) is often seen on recruitment vids with his dress
uniform, combat ribbns and medals. It is this unit that is sent to
new clients in order to impress them.

"Tre Northern irdand Command Center is a purpose-built
bunker complex sitiated at St. Johns Point overlooking
Dundrum Bay in Courty Down. Having moved the headquarters
outside of the major ‘owns has allowed for better security and
safety. Tve commandcenter has a regiment, a Kestrel wing and
naval parot boats statoned there. Overall command for Military
Forces Northemn freland falls to General Harold Percival. Two
other regiments are cermanently based there, spiit between
numerois fire bases wround the province.

"But enough of the background—who (and what) make up
BCF.plc” First we have the boys the government doesn't like to
admit esist—the Specal Air Service (SAS) and the Speciat Boat
Service (SBS). These guys are the closest thing to licensed
state terorists you'll sver find. If you looked at one of these
guys you'd see an adinary man—he probably doesn't even
look like he's in the Porces. They don't load themselves down
with cyberware—in fact you'll need an advanced medical scan-
ner to find any. Biowear is the order of the day with cyberware
being linited to reflex booster, smart gun links and a cyberop-
tic.

"All their advantiges stem from their intensive training
and ther state-of-theart equipment. For instance, the normal
ammo crried by them is the Reaper Round—a .44 magnum
armour piercing prefragmented positive kill sheil. 've seen
what a Feaper can dcto a body and it's not a pretty sight. They
say it has a 90% kill mtio and | can bloody well believe it!

"if vou tend to cause trouble in the UK. don't do it in

Hereford or Poole as he SAS and SBS are based there respec-

tively. Tre average SAS team in the field consists of four troop-
ers and a command element. This element can vary from one
man upwards and i usually in direct contact with either
Herefort or the Minitry of Defence. There may be only four
per tean but who sars that they're only deploying one team?
Going ) against these guys usually means coming home in a

4 body baj (@assuming tiey don't leave you to rot where you feib).

"While the SAS dzals with land ops, the SBS deals with the
waterbone ops. Oneof the main missions is the protection of

1 Britain'soil and gas poduction platforms in the North Sea and
1 the Atlatic. Only once has a rig been taken over to date and

the SBS:00k out the ferpetrators with no loss on their side and

H with little collateral dimage to the rig itseif. The mission took
[} just fourminutes from start to finish.

CYBERPUNK 2.0.2.0

"Among their more mundane duties, the two units ako
undertake undercover intelligence in such places as Ulstr,
Scotland, East Angiia and also the less troublesome areas sush
as London and even, rumor has it, Tokyo. These guys don't mind
laying undemeath floor boards for weeks on end if the mission
requires it. Be it assassinations, recon work, hostage rescue or il
out warfare, these boys can handle it.

"The other elite force that the BCF has on its books is the
Armored Assault Suit unit (AAS), These men and women &e
recruited from the other special forces units and the Royal Tawk
Regiments. Unlike other countries, the AAS is used for highly
dangerous limited warfare operations. These units are definitely
not for standard battlefield use. | shouid bloody well hope not-|
saw the unit cost breakdown of these units and nearty had heart
failure.

"The records show that the BCF has only twenty-four suts
and considering the budget restraints that's twenty-four too many.
Mind you, from what I've heard on the grapevine these suits ae
virtually undetectable hence their nickname of Wraiths. The twen-
ty-four members are arranged into six rapid response unis.
Rumors say that a unit is based at Hereford, one at Pooie and ore
in Central London. Where the other three are is anybody’s guess.

“The 'Ammy section of the BCF is set up along standard it
itary lines with ammored units, mechanized units, the infantry, suo-
ply corps pius all the usual logistical structures and units. The
main headquarters (with special regard to the Amy) for the BCF
is Sandhurst, Berkshire in the Home Counties Militarized Zone

"The Zone encompasses such places as Famborough Air
Base, Aldershot military compound and numerous other reset-
tlement camps, research establishments and supply depots. The
Zone is really the hub of the BCF and is a Restricted Access ara
with regular ground and air patrois as well as many electroric
sensors and robotic sentry units. it's not particularly difficult to gt
into the Zone but to get into the actual compounds is a night-
mare.

"The Zone is still under Martial Law and, if you are foundin
the Zone without a valid reason uitimate force may be applied. Al
support arms of the BCF are situated here as well as many of ts
airbome units.

"The Navy section of the BCF is set up around a core of sur-
face fleet vessels. There are three task forces each built arounda
VTOL/Helicopter camier. Three task forces are named after their
flag ships, Ark Royal, Invincible and Endurance. Considering these
ships are getting on for forty years old they really are seeing a bt
of action. Mind you with all the upgrades they have had, they can
take on anything that you care to throw at them. As well as ts
Task Forces, the Navy control the Coast Guard cutters (now part
of the Customs and Excise Regiment), the Air Cushion Beadh
Landing Unit and the East Anglian Riverine Navy.

“The 'Air Force' comprises eight full-strength squadrons ard
at least another thirty independant flights. A flight can range form
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o to six aircraft. At least four flights of six Kestrels are perme- Advanced Tralnlng Nawvy AT
nantly stationed at the Hadrians Wall Rapid Response bases on  “After basic, he recruit is sent to branch college where they
the Scottish border. The squadrons are made up of four are given extensive training in their chosen field” (CONTINUED)
fighter/interceptor, two strategic bomber and two /
bomber/ground attack. Most of these squadrons are held, under Becaus? of the extended training period requie- Wildertess (Sed Survival kT / //
heavy security, at bases inside the HCM zone. Over haf of the ments ty the BCF, an extra 5 career skill points ae Weapasmith ..E;ZZ),',;\
remaining flights are assigned to ground support missions with altocated giving 25 to be spent on advanced tran- Progranming Y R5
@ the various law enforcement agencies. ing. As vell as the advanced training, extra training Systen Knowleige
5 “The transport and protection of personnei to and from near can betaken in the core skilis. Handgin
: § orbit is handled by another arm of the Air Force. The British Electranics
B Combined Orbital Forces deal exclusively with orbital and inter- Interrogation
: face transport and combat. The mainstays of their equipment are Am!" AT Demoltions:
shuttles and interface cutters which are based at Orbitat Air's two Opzrate Heavy Machinery Melee
UK. facilities, the London spaceport and the Midlands Drive: Car
Spaceplane launch center. If you think the normal fly-boys are Truck - .
bgd w:it till you meet these vacuumheads. These lunatics actual- M/C MEI'IIE AT : %
iy enjoy 3-gee landings and playing chicken with orbital debris. Pilet: Hovercraft +: Operaie HeavyMachiney: -
Scary stuff to think about when you're sitting in the cargo bay on ‘ Remote: Drive: G
final approach to a hot drop zone. ACPA Track: o
“Right, lets tatk about the average BCF soldier. it has always Heavy Weapons WC
been said that the British soldier was the best trained and most Basic Tech Pilotz Hovercraft
professional in the world. In these days of constant change this (Ago or AV} Tech Remote ;
staternent is one of the few things that stills holds true. | should Leidership Fited Wing
know, | am one, and if anyone wants to argue about, they can Bxpert (Tactics). ! Gmro.
contact me through the NAAFT (that's the BCF post office to you Widemess Survival Water Vehicles: |
8 lob. Weaponsmith HeavyWeapons:
“Now the average squaddie has the following skills and Pregramming Basiclech : T
B! training. As you can see from the following list, the training given System Knowiedge (Aero; AV, Gyroor-Naval Tech
M§ s reaily second to none. Handgun Leadership G : ARMORED ASsAauLT TROOSER
Hectronics -
L - T : Intrrogation: o ook b "Alright you "orrible bunch of layabouts, let me introduce you  §
f Bas.c Tralnmg -Denolitions - - : to afriend of mine. He is, what you might say, the typical British
; “All BCF personnel have to go through this basic training T Mdee . s Diun : squaddie. Step forward Private Palmer. This 'ere is Private Harry
i whether they be officers, pilots or plain old squaddies. In some 4 Palmer, known to his friends as 'Mad Mike, wha is an infantryman
‘E cases, espeqally pitots a”‘_i support staff, the rifle training is Nawg AT g in the 2nd Queen's Own Regiment.
ji changed to either Submachine gun or Handgun. The BCF does H
E not teach Brawling; any army that does is not worth mentioning” Ogerate Heavy Machinery £
. H Drve: Car & INT'5 REF 6
i z 13118 . Truck 5 TECH 5 COOL 5
L Hasic Traming ‘ we ATTR'S: " LUCK 4
g There are 16 career skill points: . ’ Pibt: Hovercraft' MA.6. 7 BODY 7
Basic Training gives all British Sokdiers: ' Remote EMP '8/7" * Humanity 69
i (Out of the 40 Career Points) e g . Ship : Skills: Combat Sense 4, Rifile 6, Martial Arts 4, First
§ Rifle +4 Pt Submarine Aid 2, Endurance. 3, Awareness/Notice 2, Heavy
# Martial Arts +2 . t % § Weapons 3, Athletic 2, Swimming 3, Drive (Truck! 4,
i First Ald +2 : g Witer Vehicles § Basic Tech 4, Wildermess Survival 4, Melee 4.
H Endurance +2. . S Hw Weapons H Cyberware: Skinweave.
t Awareness/Notice +2 » Basic Tech £ Equipment: Field kit, flak vest and. pants, smart-
Heavy Weapons +2 : . (Aero, AV or Navab Tech § equipped nylon: batile heimet, LPA1 battle rifle, 6
RS S Eoert (Naval Tactics) 4 ; PR e S
SRS 4 St
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"t Hary is given thedubious fonor of curying thesquad

W support weapo instead of his rifle, hell be hilding a Cockerill
l  Assault cannon possibly, ithe's bloody lucky, wih a gyro rount!”

; "Right, erough of frivate Pamer. Stey forward if you

"Right, for bleeding obvious reasons we haven't got got
ayone here from the SAS, SBS, or AAS units here today so
to help out ail you prospective recruits {'ve drawn up basic
rrofiles of Privates X, Y, and Z.

Torture/Drugs 5;: Steath: 8, Hide/Evade 6;
Wilderness' Survival ‘5, S:a Survival. 6, Electronic
Security . 4, Electronizs .~ 4, First. Aid. 5,
Awarenes/Nouce 5 Waer Vehicles 6, Drive Car

me—I'm ¢ lifer, and when | go tack to Civvy Street I'll have

a nice litte nest egg o retire or, thank you very much!
"Mini you, to ge that far you'll need skill, good back-

up, stateof-the-art equipment, and luck. In some respects

i
]
i
i

would, Sir. Thisis Flight Lizutenant (hat's prorounced Left-ten- "First up is Private X of the Special Air Service. As part 3; Athiehce 5.. it's a gooi thing the BCF is a reatively smail Army in a fair-
nat for all yos colonial) David Thomas-Villiams, BCF Air o his basic and advanced training, X is placed on the unit's Cybemare* Muscfe ad Bone Lace; " Gills, ly wealthy Western government Of course, we have a bud-
Force. The Lisutenanatis a Kestel pilot dationed on the taining program. He's one 'ard bastard—don't let his Skinweave,. . Ferranti. Speedware;. - Neural get to stick to but wedo have some of the best equipment

Scottish borde." ppearance fool you. You will not find a more remorseless

Proc&wor cordléss - Sutdermal - Induction Loop
Liller this side of a Cyberpsychosis ward. You will notice that

Y YO S ATvEy .

culuugun HHK WS, byUCICyE \W"-” Wlln

going thanks to the MLA (that's about the only good thing
they did). For instance did youknow that Royal Ordnance

knife; “light armored jumpsut nylon- Smart-linked
HUD pibt's helmet; standard ying kit.

"Thank ysu for your help Liettenant. Now, let's nat upset
the Navy, so tere’s ChiefPetty Officer Tracy Retcher. Tre Chief
is based at the Rivenine fatrol Base at Peterbsrough and unfor-
tunately it's ore of the most dangeous assigiments arvone in
the Navy canhave as the patrol inresponsitle for polidng the
area from Eas Angtia and as far nath as Grinsby."

Cyberware: Muscle- & Bone-Lace; Skinweave,
Ferranti- Speedware; Neural: Processor, cordiess
Subdermal. Induction. Loop:Smartgun fink-(SILS),
Cybereye (with Targetmg Scope, !nfra—red Anti-
dazzle and UV, Pain Editor: -

Equipment: You: name! it:he's.-got “it~it - all
depends orvthe mission. For personal defence a
Spitfire battle pistol armed With Reaper Rounds is
used along with a mono-krufe and flash grenade.
The generaily- tend to: weer a.medium armored

Skills: PA’Combat: Sense: 9 Heavy Weapons: 7,
Meiee 6,: Martial: Arts & Rifle* 6, Athletics 6, PA
Tech: 4 Endurance. 5, First: "Aid" 4,
Awareness/Notice-. 6; Swimming: 1, SMG 6
Dodge-and:Escape 4, Dive Truck:4:

A i i f Air frivate X has high attributes—only the best get a shot at the Targeting Scope;.Infra Red, Anti Dazzle, and UV actually co-owns a tranch of H&K? Not a lot of people
©INT7 REF- 8 oveted Sand Beret—and some have died trying. Equipment: Again,: prety. much: as. the mission know tha. So with both Royal Ordnance and H&K on our
TECi 4 COO0L 6- demands: Of course; alot of the: equipment is books we can get jist about e perfect weapon for the
‘A'mg 6 TLUCK 45 Private X, SAS treated  to .avoid being affected by immersion job”
MA-4. - BODY. 5 INT 7 REF 10 water. Personal’ defence weapons: are: pretty
: EMP 8/6 J Humarity: 57.5 TECH 6 . COOL..9: ‘much the same as his SAS counterpart.
Skﬁls Cimbat Sen® 6, PﬂotGym)','Nawgahond " ATTR" S LUCK: 6. . i 3 Gk !
Gyro tedr 3; Wikdemiess Surival 3,. Dive (Can: | MA -7 BODY 9/11 we “eed 'blgger guns
Handgur 4, Martiaf Art' 3; Firg Aid 2, Esdurance 3 EMP 10/8 Humanity 76.5 Here's Private Z of the AAS. ¥
A:::nss/Noﬁce 2, Heavy Weapons (aircraft) € Skills: Combat Sensse 8, Handgun 8, Rifle 8, SMG : Blggel‘ fmg!lﬂ' guns'
Aliletic:{, Swimmirg 1. 8; Heavy Weapons 7, Martial Arts 8, Martial Arts Private Z. AAS : e
s Ferrani ' (Sandevstan). +3 Speedware, 6, Endurance 6, Swimming 5, Athletics 5, First INT 6 REF 9. -
Neurat: Frocessor, Yehicle link; interface plugs:x. 5 Aid - 5,. Awareness/Notice - 5;: Drive Car: 6, TECH: 7° COOoL. 7
: Cybefey,(wm TmSmaeArmDade and UV, Wilderness: -Survival-'6;. interrogation 5, Resist (ATTR 6 LUCK 5
£ Skinweare: - Torture/Drugs 7, Hide/Evade: ‘5, Demalitions: 5, MA 8 . BODY: 6=
: . Equipment:: Spifire: batﬂe pstol, surwal comba Electronic Security 5, Melee 6; Steaith 6: EMP 847 Humanity 68
i

Véticle Link; Interface Pugs:

balﬂe pistot. and Ilght amnred }umpsuxt.

Cyberware:" Skinweave; Neura! Procassor;

Equipment: AASWraity Unit: Personal»—Spttﬁrek

BCF WEAPONS

* STANDARD PISTOLS:

2mm Sptfire battle pstol

10mm Bowning "3 Spot” police ssue
« STANDARD SMG'S:

9mm H&C MP-9

10mm HIK MP-2003

jacket: 2mm HK MPK-11
CPO Fetcher Rowal Navy: . o "One thing you may have noticed is that all of the peo- H&K MP(-2020
INT6 v L REF € ple we have discussed havz Skinweave as part of their + STANDARD RIFLES: i
TECH 5 5. COOL 8 "Private Y from the SBS is more of a traditional cyberware. This is because the government spends a lot of  5.56mm 5A 80 o
ATR 4 L LUCK B Commando. His skills reflect steaithy military raids and recon- dosh on their training and dozsn't like seeing its investment 7.5 mmL?A1
‘ 3 naisance rather than undercover work." bite the pavement the first ime they're hit by a piece of » SUPPOIT WEAPONS: -
. shrapnel. Just think, if you pin up today you'll be safely H&K G-6advanced scuad automatic E
Skilts: Combat Sense: 4 SV\G 5, SMimming 4 : armored by the end of your basic training. Various miniguns ;
Water \ehicies 6, PilotHove'u‘aRS Navigation 4, INT 6 REF 9/11 "If you need cyberware ‘or your job, then the BCF wili  Cockerillassault canron &
Basic Tech 1, Wildemess (Ses) Survival 3, Athletics TECH 5 CcooL 8 pay for it, but remember thit when you sign up the mini- Militech nini-grenadelauncher §
1, Heevy Weapcns, 3; AwarenesyNotice 2, ATTR 6 LUCK 4 mum period of enlistment is six years. If you want to H&K oneshot grenad: launcher _;
Enduratce 2, FirstAid 2, Martial Arts3, ‘MA 8 BODY 0/12 5 advance through the ranks in the BCF you'll have to re- Milan-C light ATGM §
Cybervare: Skinveave: . EMP 9/7 Humanity 62.5 4 enlist for at least a second ferm or you can sign up for a LAWs
Equipment: Ammoured fife jacket GP20), H&K Skills: Combat Sense 8, Handgun 8, Rifle 7, SMG i longer term straight from theword go. If you do so then the  Various nortars i
MPK-11 SMG, nylen: battie helmet, distress flares, 7, Heavy Weapons 7, Martial Arts 8, Melee 7, § promotion prospects and benefits are considerably H&K CAWS i
mmcy@e mas. Endurance 7, Swimming 8, Demolitions 7, Resist i improved and your pensions much better as welll Look at  Rhinemeall EMG-85 ailgun
£
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"The special forces teams can have anything they want
and often use enemy equipment on black ops—it can be
quite a shock for an enemy commander to find that his
troops have been killed by their own weapons’”
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ROYAL ENFIELD
ORDNANCE

smﬁeia:mnamepism

P 1 JouPaD6R1

12 VR 50m:-- 550EDb (700Eb)
The Royal Enfield Ordnance Spitfire battle pistolis a
high quality long-slide counter balanced military pis-
tol designed to: replace: the aging Browning auto-
matic, Using composite: plastics and: ceramics the
Enfield factory has.managed to: produce:- a-smart
chipped _high capacity: 12mmpistot- of unrivalied
accuracy:for its class. The. SAS and SBS versions of
this pistol have been further modified:to allow. dou-
bie tapping of & target (2. shots perround). §

ROYAL ENFIELD:
ORDNANCE =

7.5mm Ligquid Propellant
Assault Rifle LPA1
RIF  +1 N R’ Spedal = 2x45
173720 WR 500m ' BO0Eb
The LPA1 is & twin magazine, liqug‘d-propeuam,
variable-velocity assault rifle. Designed as a multi-

;‘ole small ams weapon system it is now enter-
ing limited test service with the 3CF. The [PA1 is
laid out-in-he traditisnal bullpsp configiration
with' the: liquid' propefant store.in- a: self-ealing
armoured: cissette ‘in the butt. The twin helical
magazines ire situated on eifier ‘side of ‘the
receiver. Eich' magazine: holds. 45 ciseless
rounds. giving the rifl: an imnense 90 round
ammo suppy. With diai magaziies it is prssible
to carry mixed ammo ypes.

The rifie comes vith three velocity sttings
which'‘can Je' selected’ either. manually or by
smartlink- command. The settiigs are- 1 Low-
riot/2D6+1,2) Mediun-urban/4D6, and 3 High-
full. combat/3D6: Beciuse of tre high recoil on
fullvelocity, a-hydrooneumatic. recoil: a@mper
was: built ino. the: lenth- of the: rifle; The liquid
propellant; vhich is a derivative of ESA shuttle
fuel is-injeckd ‘into th: breechunder conputer
control: The amcunt,m;ected iepends on: the
velocnty setthg:and rarge of thetarget: This infor-
mation-comes from the-integral:Marconi SUSAT
cyberoptic sght situated on topof the recsiver.

The:LPA1. canuse-most anmo-optiows-and
cansupportrifie-fired grenades with a smal muz-
zle maodificaion; .-+

One special roun¢ develop=d for theSAS is
the-Wasp Fechette. The 7.5mn round folds 3
darts' each >acked  wth Royal Enfield B3 high
explosive: Foll to: hit-as: normal: and’ for. each
round: thatiits: roli- a 1/2D6 (13} to. see how
many darts mpact onthe target. Each dat'does’
the velodty setting in D6 'darmage with-softarmor
having no efect and hird armorat half SP.Armor
is:"damagec: two: levels per- hit.- This is. the
«infamaus Feaper: Romnd' and' s so nickiamed
because-of s kill ratio

H&K

MPK-2020 2mm SMG

SMG +2* 'L P 4D6-t 60
30 ST 200m  75(EB
*Laser Sightt
The Heckler & Koch Mashnenpistola-Kurz
{MPK) 2020 is a descendant of the MF5 and
the G3 assault rifle. About five years agp spe-
cial forces units in Ewrope wee looking for a
replacement for theirmain “short range issauit
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weapons. After detailed discussion with such
as GSG-9, the SAS, GIGN and Carporate strike
teams. like Dieter: Kaufmann's Taktischekampf
Einpheit' O, H&K. produced .a. caseless 12mm
laser- ‘and:'smartchip- equtpped assault- car-
bine:

Slightly "longer than the MP5, the MPK
2020 is.compact ‘enough to be carried in a
thigh. or long:shoulder holster. Its 60 round
magazine is deemed large enough for an initial
attack without-having.to worry about reloading.
Uncommon: outside: of Europe, this weapon is
now a-mainstay::of anti-terrorist and “special
forces units in the Euro-Theater.

One-special-round: designed for this gun
has came from Royal Enfield in the UK. The
roundis designed primarily for the SAS and
SBS. it'is a pre-fragmented, semi armor-pierc-
ing, anti-personnel:'shell.. The caseless round
has:a -needle-nosed: depleted: Uranium :cap

which'seperates after penetration; alfowing the:

body of ‘the: builet:(BB-shot in_liquid tefion) to
be: ejectedinto the: body - at impact' velocity.
User Warning: 95% of human targets hit by this
round die:

The round is considered.to be normal AP.
If it penetrates, damage is doubled. This round
is extremely rare, illegal (outside the BCF) and
hideously expensive (500eb per box of 25)

ROYAL ENFIELD
ORDNANCE

25mm Cockerill Assault
Cannon

HWY  +1 N A 5D10+10 25mm AP

i3 1 , ST 1500m 7400Eb
The first in a new range of anti-light vehicle
weapons designed to complement/replace the
LAW 80 and the Carl Gustav. The Cockerill can-
non is a slightly scaled down version of the
30mm weapon used in the Scimitar armoured
vehicle: 3

To offset the immense potential recoil, the

Cockerill uses - low-pressure, rocket-assisted
rounds. The round is fired from the muzzle by a
reduced charge. When it travels 2 meters from
the muzzle, the rocket motor ignites, boosting it
to-just over B0OOm/s (2623fps). Rounds for this
weapon include AP (Armor-piercing), HEP {(crater-
ing}, and APF (Anti-Personnel Flechette). The AP
round is Pen 5; the-HEP round is Pen 6. Against
personnel HEP does 1/2 real, 1/2 stunning dam-
age, armor:is no effect and loses 2 SP. The APF
round. is treated as a shotgun round with' a maxi-
mum:-range of 100m. The pattemn ‘starts-2m in
front of the muzzle and the sizes are 1m at close
range; 2m- at medium range, and-4m at long
range. Damage:is. 1D6+3 hits to anyone in-the
pattern, each hit does 1D6+1AP.
“ -Because of the firing system it is possible to
fire: the-cannon‘from the hip—aithough it is not
recommended (WA drops to-1). Only people with
sufficient size (BOD of 8+) can do so, others must
use the bipod. It requires a minimum BOD of 6 to
carry ‘and use: this weapon due to:its size and
weight (encumbrance value +2).

CYBERPUNK 2.0.2.0 DATASCREEN ===
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round burst of 10mm caseless slugs. The magazine
holds 24 rounds allowing eight shots. This.pistol is
inuse in the UK, France, Belgium and italy,

BEREITA 1010
10mm Machine: Pistol

-SMG. @2 1 C2De43 30
15 UL ST 00m - AT5ED
This mode isia MQHy cothpact machine! pistol
designed fo undercover security work and protec-
tion disties. n its basic brm the Berettais some what
maccurate butwnhme addition:of either-a Iaser, or
smartsightit becomes ideal for its:chosen role:

- Compect! and thh, it produces: no: unsightly
bu(ge in-your resbwonl designer-ftalian suit when
you're out.or the fowr or.escorting your-employer
when shie'sout shoppng. For:further compactness
asmalier magazine car befitted (15 rounds) and the:
barret shrowd remaved. This has the effect of lowers
ing:conceaabifity to:alarge pocket; ranng P (how
iarge a poomt tha GN can dwde)

H}TLX = ﬂ//L/ﬂ}
")

N B!lﬂWNII\IE

10mm nladnne Pisl:nl 13
P -t J.C zoe+q 24

T iX3mdburst ST 50m. 4258
The 3 Spot machins. pistol is designed’ for law
enforcement duties ir the more dangerous parts.of
Eumpesaforpwelyacomﬁtesuppmn the

pmmead\mﬂuttmgga‘unieeshesamreef
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Small Arms. Common in

the United Kingdom:
STERNMEYER TYPE 35

P o JC. 306 8

2 . VR 50m 400eb 1mm
“BERETTA PLAS 9 FASHION GUN ,
P BE PP D6+ K
St ST S50m.. - 200eb-  Smm:
HEK MP-201-

SMG: +1- . -JC 2D+3 35
32 ST 150m- 450eb 0mm

HEKMPK-Q =
SMG +1° -dC | 2D6+1 35"
/25" ST 200m- 520eb’ < Omm:

HEKMPK:1
SMG 0" LC T T4D6#1 .30
20° ST . 200m- 700eb’  Rmm

HEK MPK:20"

YSMG +1° < NR. " 4D6" .. 30

210 ST 50m -800eb. 12 gauge.
LB5A1 .

JRIE 4 NC ' 4D6 30

20 VR 500m  500eb: - 5.56mm

'HEK G-6 SAW

THVY  +1 NP 5D6 . 00
30 ° W 900m 2050eb . = 6mm

*MILAN-C

HVY 42 NP RDIOAP 1
¥ .. VR  3000m 3000eb - AntTank

"TCYBERPUNK 2.0.2.0

Older Weapons using
Cased Ammumition:

FN-FAL

RF O NC  6D6+2 20

21 WR 500m 450eb  762nm

*L2A3 STERLING

SMG 0 LC 2D6+1 10/34
20 VR 200m . 200eb 9mm

*FN HIGH POWER

P +1 Jc 2D6+1 W
2 VR 50m 150eb 9mm

*WA 2001 SNIPER RIFLE
RIF +3 NR 6D6+2 1©

1 VR 1000m: 900eb: - 7.62nm
*DOLIBLE BARREL SHOTGUN
SHG 0 NC 406 2

2 VR 50m-  200eb 12 garge.

*SAWN-OFF (WHIPPETY SHOTGUN

SHG. -1 JC 4Ds 2
2 VR 10m 100eb 12 gavge.

FN-MAG MACHINE GUN

HYY © NR  6D6+2 100
30 WR 1000m - 1500eb.  7.62

*or-optional: 250 round belt:

BIRMINGHAM ARMS
COMPANY LTD

Reactive Body Armor

The BACL reactive; armor system.is a self<on-
tained ‘warning system that allows its wearer to
be alerted if he/she is acquired by either a Bser
or Smartgun aiming system.

A series. of multi-spectrum receptors are
woven into the vest and connected inb a
nylon/keviar smart helmet. When a receptor
detects an aiming 'spot’ the system displays all
relevant information (such as acquisition
method and direction) onto a heads-up digplay
unit in the helmet. This system allows boosted
individuals to possibly dodge incoming fire and
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aquire unseen targes. (in:gane terms:thy vest
removes e Ambush modfier if lasyr or
Snartgun srstems ar used totarget the wearer:. g
Acharacterwith boosted refieres can alsomake o
adodge rol to avoidbeing hit The roll mist be
hgher thanthe to hitrofi, b
This sy:tem is inuse by Briish special orces 4
wits. The british vesion is a 20SP Flach Vest
with EV +1and a 203P fully esclosed nylot bat-
tiz helmet. The helmet comes complete vith a
respirator (Anti-Gas), smart gocgles, UV imiging,
anti-dazzle, infra-red and closzd circuit nilitary
cymmunicaion system. For crtain missins a
drect-feed rideo sysem can be installed « the
Ieft side of the heimet. The complete systsm is
ememefy rire and casts 499C Eb :
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BRITISH
AEROSPACEWESTLAND

Wyvern

The Wyvem in all its versions is a.common sight the
skies over Britain. Its tilt-engine design has allowed
it to become the premier form of transport in the
crowded metroplexes and is also a firm favorite with
the military and private security forces.

The Wyvern has palatized cabin and cargo
spaces, allowing it to be produced in many ver-
sions—everything from a simple cargo carmier or a
corporate executive transport to the Military's heav-
ity armed gunship variants. Apart from a flight crew
of two the Wyvem's cargo compartment can,
depending on configuration, can carry up to twenty
passengers of five tons of cargo and equipment.

The Wyvemn is as maneuvrable as a helicopter
but much faster and has eamed its keep in such
trouble areas as Scotland, Northem Ireland and East

TYPE: Osprey

TOP SPEED: 315 mph
ACC/DEC: 10/20 mph:
CREW/PASSENGERS: 2 + 20
RANGE: 1200 miles :
SP: 20 (Armor 1)

SDP: 120 {Body 6)
MANEUVERABILITY: O
MASS: 15 tons

CARGO: 20 spaces, 5 tons
COST: 407,000Eb

Special Equipment:

Pilot and co-pilot ejection. seats, crash controi for
crew and passengers, chaff and flare dispensers, fire
extinguishers, long-range radio, auto-pilot with navi-
gation system, light amplification, terrain-following
radar, two space turret, and infra red.

Titan Prime Maover

The Titan is IMA's immense ground clearer and farm
preparation: - vehicle.. Stretching : well “over: twenty
meters in length and over five meters in width, the
Titan is the largest land vehicle in the UK Equipped
with industrial planer lasers and tungsten grinders the
Titan can level small hills, woods and scrub land with-
out resorting to: explosives or any damaging defo-
liants.

The Titan is A1 computer-controlled and. can
work around the clock without supervision. The vehi-
cle has its own offensive security system in the form
of a radar controlied minigun with 4000 rounds. In its
history only one Titan has ever been lost—reaily lost.
It just disappeared into thin air...

TYPE: Super-heavy Construction Vehicle
TOP SPEED: 30 mph

ACC/DEC: 5/10 mph

PASSENGERS: 0 (2 in inspection cabin)
SP: 30 (Armor 1)

SDP: 500 (Body 25)

COST: 1.75MEDb (estimated)

Spedal Equipment:

Ground and air radar, 7.62mm- minigun {Combined
skill 124510 roil. Due to its low speed and size, few.
control rolls are needed when operating: in normal
conditions.

Paolice Pursuit Crusier

When the situation warrants speed (and style)
British police wheel out their pride and joy—the
BAE Pursuit Cruiser. Using space-derived plastics
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and ceramics, the vehicle is the state of the art in
police enforcement.

To promote overseas sales BAE have given
the British government a substantial discount. in
return for advertising and on the job testing.

The vehicle is mainly deployed along the
major Access Roads to discourage the Jackknife
gangs and to respond to emergency situations. A
number of the Police  Cruisers. have also been
used for ceremonial duties within the  London
Metroplex.

TYPE: Car

TOP SPEED: 160 mph
ACC/DEC: 25/50 mph,
CREW/PASSENGERS: 242
RANGE: 300 miles

SP: 25 (Armor 1, composite)
SDP:100 Body 5
MANEUVERABILITY: +2
MASS: 4 tons

CARGO: 2 spaces, 500kg
COST: 490,000 Eb (aprox}

Special Equipment:
Crash controi systems, enwmnment control, long-
range radio, +1 gunnery computer; auto-pitot,
cyberlink, image enhancement, light Amplification,
radar, navigation system; secumy shoekersystem
halogen headiights;: andsearchh hti

'SDP: 25 (Body 1
MANEUVERABILITY: O
MASS: 1 ton

CARGO: 1 space, 200kg
COST: 7500Eb

Spedal Equipment:
Crash control systems and auto-pilot.

Electric Metro 2

The British Aerospace Metro. 2.is-an  extremely
common sight on the roads of Britain. A four pas-
senger electric car the Metro-accounts for. over
thirty percent of the current market in the UK The
car is basic in design and as such is'usually the first
car bought by any up and comlng Corp brat (or
their parents).

TYPE: Car
TOP SPEED: 100 mph
ACC/DEC: 15/40 mph
CREW/PASSENGERS: 1:+3
RANGE: 300 miles: .
SP- 10 (Armor o

GKN
SANKEY-LANDROVER

Police Control Cruiser

The Sankey-Landrover first saw action way back in
the early- 70's in.Northem lrefand and with the
decline-of law and order on the mainland its-use
has spread. With nearly fity years of use the
Control Cruiser is one of the most reliable vehicles
intheworld.

The vehide of today is equipped with crowd
controt. and’ criminal - elimination devices.. From
capturing-to- perpetrator justification: (illing, but
don't ‘use this word in front of the Press) the
Sankey-Landrover can handle it:-With its reliability
the: Landrover could well see another half century
of semcea

TYPE:"Pich:p g3
TOP SPEED: 70°mph: -~
‘ACC/DEC: 10/30 mph+ . -
CREW/PASSENGERS: 2+6
RANGE: 300 miles

SP: 24 (Armor 1)

SDP: 60.Body 3)
MANEUVERABILITY: 0
MASS: 2.4 tons

CARGO: 0

COST: 65,750Eb

Spedial Equipment:

Crash controi system, fire' extinguisher system,
smoke launcher (tear gas), military radio, infra red
active systems, light amplification, searchlight,
shocker tazer grid, two space stabilized turret for

weapons.
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KESTREL

Border Patral/Crowd
Control Helicopter

The Kestel-or Bird of Prey, as it is known in the Boreer
area is asingle-seat advanced tactical battiefield heli-
copter. Asingle cyber-augmented pilot can control tie
ground and. air space -around him up to a“fifty mie
radius, It 1as been given its nickname due to its habitof
clinging on to a target once it has been. acquired.
Designed to protect the UK borders, the Kestrel tas
also fourd a home with the police in a crowd supprs-
sion role The payload of the Kestre! is truly frightenng
as it can cany up to eight tons of external ordnarce
and cones compiete with a highly accurate tnet-
mounted Gatling-type cannon.

TYPE: Medium Helicopter
TOP SPEED: 150 mph
ACC/DIC: 6/15 mph
CREW: |

RANGE 400 miles

SP: 20 Anmor 1)

CYBERPUNK =2.0.2.0
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SDP: 80 Body 4)
MANEUVERABILITY: +2
MASS: 8 tons

CARGO: none

COST: 1,780,000 £b

Spedial Equipment:

Downfiring ejection seat (safe height 300, damige
control systems, environment controf sytem, chaffind
flare dispensers, +5 gunnery computersystem forthe
cannon, long-range mifitary radio, autopilot with ravi-
gation system, miitary radar with terrain-following sys-
tem and radar detection subsystems, thermal inag:
ing/thermograph, light amplification, taser commurica-
tor, laser detecion systemn, infra-red fensors; image
enhanocement, active gatling anti-missdesystem, cyber-
link. ECM & ECCM, Searchlight, multitargeting, anti-
laser aerosol, and telescopic optics.

Waapals:

Stabilized turret with 20mm Gatling cnnon (1 edra
magazine), two weapon wings with eight ton capicity
(fourmeadw—mstbebalmoedcrs.n‘ferapemlty
tomaneuverabarkymlk)
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VOSPER/WOLF

Riverine Patrol Craft

Takirg the basic idea of the PBR used in Vienam,
Vosper/Wolf have produced a modem design wited
for vork in Biitian's flooded coastal areas. Usng a
mixtire of fiberglass and ballistic nylon V/W have pro-
duced a light weight non-metallic armored: hul. Al
the ew stations are under ammor and fully environ-
mertally sealed. The boat is inherently buoyart and
when punciured will still keep afloat. Designed for
shalow water work the boat does become very
uncimfortatle at sea. Owing to-the dangers n the
ares these boats patrol, the boats themselves are
extremely heavily armed. in the forward deck turret
ther: are twin BRG 15mm stabilized HMGs wih tar-
geting computers and twin Milan-C antitank misiles.
Theaft turret contains a single 15mm HMG and twin
40nm auto-grenade launchers. To repel bordes the
outide of the craft is fitted with tamped diredional
Claynores. Even with all this hardware a number of
the<e boats have been lost on patrol.

TyrE: Small Craft/Patrol Boat
TOP SPEED: 25 knots (30 mph)
ACL/DEC: 16/10 mph
CREW/PASSENGERS: 5+1

. . POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT

RANGE: 400 miles

SP: 40 (Armor 2)

SDP: 100 (Body 5}
MANEUVERABILITY: +1
MASS: 5 tons

CARGO: 1.6tons

COST: 600,000Eb

Spedial Equipment:

Chaff, flare and.'smoke - dischargers; : military - lorg-
range radio, satellite uplink, scrambier. radar, radar D,
radar: detector, thermal imaging/thermograph, infa-
red sensors, auto-pilot with navigation system, mag-
netometer, ECM and ECCM, damage controt ‘srs-
tems, environment control system, +2 gunnery s/5-
temn for the HMGs, light ATGMs, and auto-GLs

Weapons:

Stabilized turret with 2x Smm HMGs; twin Milar-C
launcher. Stabilised turret with 1x Smm HMG and
twin 40mm auto-grenade launchers. Anti-persomel
grenade anti-boarding system.

15mm BRG-15  +1 JD0AP
100 650m

40mm AutoGL O 4D 0AP
600m

POLITICS AND GQUOVERNMENT
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ETH Blimp

The Goodyear English Tourist Board blimp are
used fa advertising, regional patro! and area
denial. "he outside of the gas balfoon is covered
by a fledble video display screen. While in flight
the screen shows PR material and contact num-
bers fo the nearest ETB office. The dirigible is
crewed by five ETB troopers: a pilot, & comman-
der, twe- gunners and an ECM officer. The ETB
blimps re a feared and hated sight over the coun-
tryside, loathed by all Nomads and noncorporate
rural reddents.

TYPE: Dirigible

TOP SFEED: 70 mph
ACC/DEC: 5/30 mph
CREW/PASSENGERS: 5+1
RANGE: 1500 miles
SP: 20 Amor- 1)

SDP: 230 (Body 10)
MANEUVERABILITY: 0
MASS: 10 tons
CARG(: 2.5 tons
COST: 300,000Eb

Specia Equipment:

Long ninge radio, Scrambler. Anti-laser aerosol,
Chaff, Rares. 2x +2 Targeting computers, Mini-gal-
ley. Danage control, Environment control. Radar,
Autopibt with navigation system. ECM. Image
Enhanement. Infra-red sensors, Light amplifica-
tion. Ridar detector, Thermal imaging, Telescopic
optics, 5x ejection seats.

Weapms:
2x 7.6% miniguns in 2x stabilised turrets.
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HISTORY

VER SINCE TIME BEGAN THERE HAVE

BEEN ITINERANTS, THOSE PEOPLE WHO

FOR REASONS KNOWN ONLY TO THEM-
SELVES HAVE PREFERRED TO MOVE AROUND
AS THEY WISH, LIVING IN A SIMPLE NOMADIC
CULTURE. IN THE LAST QUARTER OF THE
20TH CENTURY, BRITAIN BEGAN TO EXPERI-
ENCE AN UPSURGE OF SUCH PEOPLE. Bur
WHERE IN THE PAST THEY WOULD TRAVEL
INDIVIDUALLY, OR AT LEAST IN SMALL
GROUPS, THESE NEW NOMADS BEGAN TO
BAND TOGETHER. THEY BECAME KNOWN AS
NEw AGE TRAVELLERS. THE MAJORITY WERE
PAGANS, WORSHIPPING THE OLD GODS,
OBSERVING THE SOLSTICES, AND HONORING
NATURE ITSELF. MANY PEOPLE CONSIDERED
IT TO BE A REBELLION AGAINST OVER- INDUS-
TRIALIZATION AND POLLUTION.

Ordinary citizens were concemed at the traveilers’
lifestyle and became apprehensive whenever a group tumed
up. This led to confrontations with the police, a situation that
became worse and worse, until by the last decade of the 20th

4 century news broadcasts commonly carried reports of

extremely violent conflicts with the authorities, as nomad
groups arrived determined to worship en mass, only to be
confronted with large numbers of police officers equaily deter-
mined to drive them back.

As publicity of such events became more and more
common and the number of travellers continued to grow as
more people, especially the younger generation, began to
reaiize that perhaps a simple life was preferable to existing
in an ever more synthetic world, the police were given
greater powers to intercept and break up convoys and dis-
perse large gatherings. Such attempts nearly always ended
in violence, and in retrospect it is quite surprising that noone,
on either side, was killed in these confrontations.

But then the situation worsened. The clashes between
the travellers and the police became more and more com-
monplace and not restricted to the festivals that the trav-
ellers wished to observe. The government decided that it
would have to take a firm stand once and for all, and make
an example of these people. With the approach of the sum-
mer solstice, Travellers from ail over the country began mov-
ing toward Stonehenge. The government saw this as an ideal
opportunity to bring in new laws restricting the movement of
the nomads, and to this end ordered the Army to guard the
monument from incursion. Unfortunately, many of the sol-
diers assigned had freshly returned from the troubles in

ROUGH GUIDE TO THE LU.K.

Ireland, where the situation was very tense, The violence that
ensued was like nothing that had been seen before inside
England. Live ammunition was used, and by the end twelve
Nomads had been killed, dozens more wounded.

For the first time on British television, the general public
saw, live, these unarmed travellers being shot by the Army.
The public was outraged. The media was ecstatic.
Repercussions of the tragedy were front page headlines for
weeks to come. It also had the effect of, probably for the first
time, bringing sympathy behind the travelliers. After much
debate and political embarrassment, the government was
forced to back down on its nomad restrictive legislation.

The aftermath was to have devastating repercussions, not
least of which was that many of the travellers began to arm
themselves with black market weapons. They were determined
that shouid the govemment ever try anything like this again, they
would have the means to defend themselves.

Shortly after, several of the most influential leaders of
the various groups of travellers met to discuss their future
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and how to deal with events such as that which occurred at
Stonehenge. The majority of the travellers were against vio-
lence (but were prepared to use it in their defense), and
wanted a way to voice their opinions peaceably. The resuit
was the formation of the Naturai Faith Union. Its aim was to
fight against persecution in a non-violent manner and to pro-
vide access to legal aid for travellers who fell foul of the law.
In a comparatively short time, the NFU had successfully unit-
ed the majority of the New Age religions.

The NFU's first major success was the purchase of tracts of
tand in the Cheviot Hills up near the English/Scottish border. The
Government was still reefing from the public and political back-
fash of the Stonehenge Massacre and was desperate to restore
some credibility and confidence in itself. The only way it was
able to do this was do concede something to the travellers.
Therefore they agreed to the sale, but on one condition, that res-
idents of the NFU land were not entitled to claim any social
security from the state. This was agreed and it was not long
before many travellers began amiving to setfie the land.
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As the various groups of travellers began to gather in
the Cheviot Hills, they began to form themselves into clans,
and soon began to tribalize the borders, becoming the fore-
runners of the tribes that we know of today.

MLA Days

With the introduction of Martial Law, life becomes even hard-
er for the many nomads who are still on the roads. Instead
of the former confrontations, now pitched battles are fought
between armed nomads and the MLA. Particularty, it is the
Transit Police who bear the brunt of the the nomads’ anger.
Casualties are heavy on both sides, but the cost in manpow-
er becomes too much for the MLA to sustain the conflict. To
try and diffuse the situation, the Regional Commanders are
given sanction to negotiate with the nomad leaders in their
region in an attempt to quell the continuing violence, which
met with varying levels of success. The main stumbling
block was a lack of trust between the opposing factions.

The situation then immediately deteriorates even more.
The NFU declares Glastonbury in Somerset to be a sacred
site. it demands that the MLA recognizes native access
rights and lifts all travel restrictions on nomads who wish to
make a pilgrimage there. The MLA refuses this demand out-
right, and outlaws the NFU.

The nomads react to this angrily and decide to take the
war directly to the MLA. its’ disorganized Agricultural
Authority is badly hit by a newly formed eco-terrorist group,
RAGE (Revolutionary Army of Grandmother Earth). With
continuing violence in Eire, Wales and Scotland, and now in
England itself, the MLA find themselves harder pressed to
maintain order. RAGE attacks continue in intensity, and
reach epidemic proportions. Hardly a day goes by without
news of another attack. Despite news censorship, it still
somehow manages to reach the public, undermining the
MLA even further. The MLA strikes back hard, targeting
known nomad encampments, under the excuse that they
are harboring RAGE personnel, but despite this, the attacks
continue unabated

Eventually the MLA realizes that it will not be able to
crush RAGE by force of arms alone. It contacts impris-
oned leaders of the outlawed NFU and asks them to
negotiate a peace settlement with RAGE. As an act of
good will and in an attempt to win their acceptance, the
MLA agree to legitamize the NFU and give pardons to its
imprisoned |leaders.

One of the people incarcerated was Sophia Brightchild.
Her parents were among those killed at Stonehenge, when
she was fourteen. She soon became active in the original
NFU, but emerged as a respected and powerful leader of the
newly legalized NFU. In an incredible show of bravery which
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could weill have cost her her life, Sophia declared publicly
that she saw no reason why the NFU should intervene in the
conflict while free access to nomadic sacred sites was still
being denied.

Coincidently at this time, RAGE steps up its campaign
against the MLA. Finally, in desperation, the MLA concedes
to the demands of the NFU. Amid much publicity, the MLA
gifts control of Glastonbury to the NFU, who officially rename
it Avalon. In addition, the MLA grants special Transit
Dispensation to selected sites claimed as sacred by the
NFU. The NFU weicomes the announcement, and reiterates
the viewpoint under which it was first formed, that there is
always a peaceable solution to any problem and that vio-
lence should always be avoided wherever possible. Shortly
after, in another remarkable coincidence, terrorist attacks by
RAGE radically decline, giving the MLA the breathing space
it so much needed.

However, this was not the end of the MLA's continuing
struggle with the nomads. Shortly after the amnesty was
reached with RAGE, a splinter eco-terrorist group,
“Morrigan’s Fury,” forms amongst the Cheviot tribes. It is
comprised mainly of Scottish and Irish terrorists. The Furies
have never stated any political aims and while RAGE con-
centrated their attacks on Agricultural Authority installations,
Morrigan’s Fury seem to have no compunction about elimi-
nating peopie. Even the NFU have publicly denounced
Morrigan’s Fury, believing that it is influenced by outside
sources such as the IRA and radical Scottish national groups,
and the NFU have organized raids into Fury territory in an
attempt to remove them but with litle success.

Today, the nomads have yet another battle on their
hands, this time to keep all that they have won over the past
twenty five years. The newly formed Agri-Corp IMA is begin-
ning to enforce land requisition. It practices enforced reio-
cation of residents and the nomads occupy some of the
most fertile land in the country. The struggie to maintain
their way of life is not over yet and does not ook to end in
the near future.

What is Paganism?

Paganism has flourished in the United Kingdom, drawing
more and more adherents as the 20th century came to a
close. Not all traveilers were Pagans, although the Triple
Moon Clan is made up entirely of those who believe. In sim-
plistic terms, Paganism means a feeling of love and kinship
to the Earth and to Nature. The creed is both simple and
profound: An’ it harm none, do as you will. Pagans believe
in polarity of the divine, worshipping both a god and a god-
dess. The God is regarded as the consort of the Goddess.
He represents action and intellect, while the Goddess is
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viewed in a triple aspect of child, mother and crone, gov-
eming dreams, introspection, fertility and death. The name
of the Goddess varies from tribe to tribe. If you hear men-
tioned Danu, Isis, Ceridwen, Brigantia, Sophia, Phoebe or
Hecate (to name a few), they refer to the same. The God too
has several names, with Cermunnos, Herne and Dagda
being among the most common.

The Pagan calender consists of five main fire-festivals
when great celebrations commemorating different events
are held. The first is Imbolc, Candlemass or the Quickening,
held on February 1. This festival represents bringing light into
darkness, celebrating the fact that the winter is turning. Then
comes Beitane or the Coupling. Celebrated on May 1, itis a
fertility festival, where you will find Pagans singing, dancing
and other things. Then comes Lammas, Lughnasad or the
Birthing. Held on August 1, it celebrates the coming harvest.
It is a time to give thanks for the bounty, and a time to har-
vest something fresh for your life. Then there is All Hallows
Eve, Samhain or the Death Time. Celebrated on October 31,
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it marks the coming of the winter. it is also a time to respect
and honour the dead, and reputedly it signifies when the veil
between our world and the spirit world is at its thinnest. It is
best to avoid Pagan areas while they are celebrating
Sambhain. Finally there is Yule, held on December 21. Pagans
do not celebrate Christmas, but instead harken back to this
ancient festival where friends would gather, give gifts and
light fires to tempt the sun back to the world.

In addition, you will also be able to see large Pagan
gatherings at the sacred sites at the equinoxes and solstices
held throughout the year.

Sophia Brightchild and
the NFU

Sophia Brightchild is the current leader of the Natural Faith
Union. Because the nomads rarely bother to register births
or deaths with the government, her exact age is unknown,
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aithough she appears to be in her mid- to iate twenties. She
was around fourteen years old when her parents were killed
at the Stonehenge Massacre, one of the pivotal events that
led to the formation of both the MLA and the NFU in its
original form.

With the travellers, there comes a phiiosophy of com-
munity, therefore with the death her natural parents, Sophia
was raised by the entire tribe. She became a symbol against
the violence of the authorities and the oppression of the trav-
ellers. In the aftermath of the massacre, Sophia's picture
appeared in almost every newspaper and on every teievision
station. Even now, the poignant shot of this young girl wan-
dering amongst the bodies of the slain travellers, only to find
the bloody corpses of her parents (whiie in the background,
the the Henge is silhouetted against a blood-red sunseb, is
still one of the most famous images of recent journalism. It
was even turned into an antigovernment poster with the cap-
tion “The Blood of the Earth is on Their Hands” Much to the
dismay of the government, this poster began appearing
everywhere, ensuring that peopie did not quickly forget
about the massacre.

Within two years of the massacre, the NFU was found-
ed. Sophia was to prove very active in the original organiza-
tion, travelling around and raising money to finance their
aims of providing for any travellers who wished to avail them-
selves of the NFU's resources. It aimed to provide medical
aid, legal advice and even simple necessities like food for
those who needed it. It was setting itself up as an aiternative
to state benefits for the travellers.

In a major public relations coup, the NFU was able to
persuade the MLA to sell the Cheviot Hills, almost as an
apology for the Stonehenge Massacre. Many travellers
began congregating there to begin lives without harassment.
However, the MLA was less enthusiastic when the NFU
declared Glastonbury (see Regional Guide: Wessex) a sacred
site and that all people should have right of access regard-
less of their religious denomination. The relationship
between the MLA and the NFU, which had up until now at
least been civil, if not exactly friendly. rapidly deteriorated
with demand, refusai, counter-demand and so forth, until the
MLA lost patience and summarily outlawed the NFU.
Because of the swiftness of the decision, the majority of the
leaders were arrested and imprisoned before they could
escape. Sophia Brightchild was among them.

The leaders of the NFU were incarcerated without trial
on the isle of Wight Penal Colony for “an indefinite period”
Normally such a sentence means a lifetime exile.

For the rest of the travellers, these people became liv-
ing martyrs. And Sophia Brightchild's name became a rally-
ing point once more. The MLA, however, had thought that
they had solved the worst of their nomad problem.
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Unfortunately, the troubles were only just beginning. Within a
few months of Sophia and the the other NFU leaders being
imprisoned, the MLA had to deai with a newly formed eco-
terrorist group, RAGE.

Itis a testament to the strength of Sophia Brightchild that
she survived her imprisonment on the Isle of Wight. Three of
the original NFU leaders died, but Sophia remained calm,
strong, and dedicated to the cause of the travellers. She and
her surviving comrades were to spend just over ten years on
the colony before a reprieve was granted. Even today, she
never speaks of her imprisonment, except to say that it was
a Trial of the Goddess. When her release came, it was with
the news that the MLA had agreed to allow the reformation
of the NFU on the condition that it became active in attempt-
ing to stop the attacks of RAGE which had been going on
now for over a decade.

With her release, Sophia became the head of the NFU,
a position that noone questioned. It was almost as if she had
been born to it. She immediately began renewing public
awareness to the plight of the travellers in general. Then the
MLA arranged a meeting with Sophia. It was during this
meeting that Sophia made her now famous speech refusing
any aid to the MLA as long as they continued to persecute
Pagans by refusing them access to the various sacred sites
around the country.

Desperate now for an end to RAGE, the MLA reluctant-
ly agrees to gift Glastonbury to the NFU, and provide special
Transit Dispensations for those who wish to make a pilgrim-
age there. Sophia accepts the MLA's offer, and in an historic
speech, she officially renames Glastonbury as Avalon, and
decries those who resort to violence to achieve their aims.
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Within a few weeks, the attacks of RAGE come to a virtual
halt. Today, Sophia is regarded as the Mother Guardian of all
travellers. She is the sole head of the NFU. Her word has
become virtual law amongst the nomads. Sophia is based in
Glastonbury, but because she needs to be mobile, she trav-
els around the country in an armored half-truck accompa-
nied by her honor guard of travellers known as the Guild of
Stag Dancers, a band of primarily male warriors whose creed
is to safe-guard travellers. (These Dancers are not to be
underestimated, as they are very well armed with late 20th
century ex-Soviet weaponry smuggled in from the Baltic
states, and, occasionaily, the odd piece of ex-MLA equip-
ment finds its way into their possession.) However, there is a
rumour among the echelons of the new government that
there is a growing movement within the travellers for Sophia
to fulfill the Triple Aspect. She has been the Child, and now
she is the Mother. Many believe that it is time for her to
become the Hag Destroyer. The NFU deny all knowledge of
this movement, but it is making the govemment very uneasy,
which could possibly lead to renewed conflict between the
authorities and the Travellers once more.

“Long distance information...

Just tells me where the manholes steam...
A little girl waits on my station...

With a new machine... Y

«.on Detonation Boulevard..."”

— Sisters of Mercy, Detonation Boulevard
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A GAZETTEER OF TRIBES

The Children of Danu

Taking their name from the Tuatha de Danan of ancient irish
Mythology, they are found up around the Penines and the
north west coast. As a tribe they tend to be peaceable, but this
is believed to be a cover, as it is rumoured that the tribe has in
fact been infiltrated by Irish terrorists as a base of operations
in the UK. While they are not violent in themselves, they have
made it clear that they wish to be left alone, and are therefore
very insular. Approach at your own risk. Identified by a black
shamrock or a golden sickle (the latter often mistaken by the
ilkinformed as some kind of communist symbol).

The Guild of Stag Dancers

The Guild are largely drawn from members of the Triple
Moon Clan, but this does not preciude them from coming

from other tribes. The Guild could loosely be described as
a police force. They take it upon themselves to protect
nomads from harassment, and to protect and prepare
sacred sites around the country prior to religious festivals.
Sophia Brightchild herself has a personal bodyguard drawn
from members of the Guild, as do other high-ranking mem-
bers of the NFU. On rare occasions, the Guild has even
been known to take action against travellers who have
been causing problems and giving nomads in generai a bad
name. They never get involved in clan warfare, as they do
not see it as their concern, uniess it begins to affect other
travellers who would be otherwise uninvolved. They can
easily be identified by emblems of the stag. Of all the tribes,
these are the most likely to carry cyberware, although it is
usually low-key.

The Longboatmen

Taking their name from the old Viking raiders, they are an
organised band of smugglers. Dominate the north east
coast, from Whitly Bay and Tynemouth. it is the Longboatmen
who are thought to be the largest arms dealers, monopoliz-
ing in ex-Soviet weaponry which many other clans use. They
have few enemies amongst the Cheviot Hill clans and
Scottish Nationalists, as all rely on their services. Because
they operate on the north coast near Newcastle, little else is
known about them. It is not known what identification the
tribe use.

Mannannan’s Baim

From Stranraer to Anglessey, the west coast of Britain is
under the total control of this pirate fleet leaving the !sle of
Man only accessible by air. They are largely responsible for
all the disruption of shipping from the west of Britain to
Ireland. Not much is known about them because of their fim-
ited area of operation. It is believed that they tend to wear
tattoos depicting cresting waves or horses. For safety, it is
recommended that contact is avoided.

The Pendragon

Taking their name from Britain’s greatest mythological hero,
they are based in Wales (which they always refer to as
Cymru), whose flag depicts a red dragon. They are largely
Welsh nationalist. There is a tendancy to clash with the
Round Table Knights, a poser gang based in Bristol (see
Eurosource). While they are violent, they are generaily too
focused on the one cause to have any other interests, or to
pose much of a threat to outsiders {unless you are unlucky).
Identified by dragon tattoos on their forearms.

Ravens and Rats

Almost a contradiction in terms, these are city travellers, con-
gregating in the urban sprawlis of all the major cities. They
are a major problem for the Tourist Board who are are trying
to clean up certain cities like London. The R&R provide street
entertainment on the one hand, and organized petty crime
such as pick pocketing on the other. They often find them-
selves in conflict with established crime families as well as
the authorities. They are loosely organized, thus making it
hard for the authorities to track them down and eradicate
them. Because of their nature, they do not wear identifiers.

The Sacred Hoop

Tend to follow the philosophy of Native American
Shamanism. They travel in small groups, and are usually
peaceful. They are identified by their clothing, which is usu-
ally simpte and colorful, and often includes feathers and
bone attached to their ciothing somewhere.

Spiral Tribe

The antithesis of the Triple Moon Clan, the Spiral Tribe are
probably the second largest of the tribes, and just as wide
spread as the Triple Moons. The Spiral Tribe, however, manu-
facture and supply drugs, and then proceed to organize rave
parties at which their drugs are soid. They are extremely vio-
lent, especiaily when defending their business. Noone know-
ingly crosses them without a very good reason. They are eas-
ily identified by a pattern of concentric rings, often sewn into
clothing, although it is often tattoced on their bodies as weil

Triple Moon Clan

These are the fargest of all the New Age traveliers’ groups,
and are generally peaceable. The majority are followers of
Pagan and Wicca and believers in the Triple Goddess.
Sophia Brightchild and her parents were of this tribe. They
travel around in large groups, setting up markets and festi-
vals, where they sell their craft and provide old fashioned
services such as tinkers and cobblers. There is hardly a part
of the country that does not host at least one tribe of the
Triple Moon Clan. They can be usually identified by rainbow
and psychedelic painted trucks and vans. Individually, they
tend to wear pentagrams, as either earrings, rings or pen-
dants,

The Wild Hunt

A large Biker gang, akin to Hell's Angels. They are feared,
but not usually violent unless provoked. During time of the

CYBERPUNK 2.0.2.0

MLA, they made a name for themselves by their constant
goading of the Transit Police. They are concentrated on the
roads of the south and the midlands, although they are no
where near as dangerous as the Jackknife gangs to the
north. This does not mean, however, that they are not dan-
gerous. They usually wear the furs of dogs, and carry depic-
tions of wolfheads on their bikes and clothing.

The New Highwaymen

A relatively new phenomenon in the rapidly fragmenting
north of England, and the prime targets of the new beefed-
up Transit Police, the so called Jackknife gangs are high
speed high-jackers, most commonly found on the main
north bound arterial roads such as the A1, M1 and the M6.
Anyone travelling further north than Leeds in the east or
Blackburn in the west on either the M6 or the AltM) do so
at their own risk. The city of Newcastle-upon-Tyne has now
become virtually isolated, with the Longboatmen controlling
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access by sea and the Jackknife gangs controling the
roads, leaving only the air routes reasonably secure (and
even a few aircraft have been shot down approaching the
city, although no one knows by whom). The Jackknifers
employ hit and run tactics, using a whole host of weaponry
from machine guns and rocket launchers to rivet guns fired
at the wheeis of vehicles. They vanish quickly after each
attack, hiding out in the Lake District National Park, the
Yorkshire Dales National Park, and the West York Moors
National Park, making them almost impossible to find. Gang
names such as Road Rats, Max Madness and Screaming
Speed, are becoming part of poputar cuiture—much to the
chagrin of the new government in London.

The Cheviot Hills Clans

Since its inception some seventeen years ago, The
Cheviot Hills has now become the primary domain of the

born-again Ceits in all their rumored blood-drinking and
human-sacrificing glory. It has to be stressed that nothing
is truly known about this area. People who enter uninvited
do not come out again, including, a much-publicized
undercover UKT investigative reporter. It is this total igno-
rance of what really goes on in the hills that generates the
most fear. Even the most street-hardened solos of
Newcastle refuse jobs that involve contact with these
clans, no matter what money is being offered. Among the
more popular development of modern folklore includes
tales of druidic sacrifice, head-hunting thanes and canni-
balism. The government is now so desperate to control
the hills, that they are on the verge of asking the NFU to
intervene on their behalf. The only thing holding them
back is the fear of what the NFU will demand in return for
their services this time. One belief is they will require com-
plete control of the New Forest to provide a haven for trav-
eilers in the south.
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IKE MANY ASPECTS OF LIFE IN THE UNITED

KiINGDOM, THE MEDIA IS UNDERGOING

RADICAL CHANGES AT THE MOMENT, REV-
ELLING IN [TS NEW-FOUND FREEDOM SINCE THE
ENDING OF MARTIAL LAaw AND THE
RESTORATION OF THE MONARCHY. HOWEVER,
THIS FREEDOM HAS TO BE TREATED VERY CARE-
FULLY. MANY OF THE CONTROLS OF THE OLD
MLA ARE STILL IN PLACE, OTHERS ARE UNDER-
GOING REVIEWS BY VARIOUS COMMITTEES, AND
THE VARIOUS BROADCASTING COMPANIES ARE
BEING CAUTIOUS LESS AN INDISCRETION ON
THEIR PART SHOULD BRING THE REINTRODUC-
TION OF THE MORE SEVERE CENSORSHIP THAT
TMHEyAHAD TO SUFFER UNDER THE RULE OF THE

THE LAST TWENTY=
Five YEARS

As in the United States, the media in the United Kingdom has
always enjoyed what has colloquially been termed “freedom of
the press,” despite the lack of an equivalent to the First
Amendment to actuaily guarantee this right under law.

During the end of the 20th century, both television and
newspaper reporting came under heavy govemmental criti-
cism and review for certain journalistic “scoops,” most of which
concemed themsetves with intimate revelations of the private
lives of many public personages, including members of the
then-in-power government, and the old Royal Family. (The
mother of Queen Victoria It was one of these that suffered from
these indiscretions being made public.)

Despite the failure of several eariier attempts, by the end
of the century legislation had finally been introduced to curb
such disclosures being made public in the future. This legisia-
tion was largely possible only due to the fact that all printed
news was compiled under data- and word-processing systems,
it was comparatively simple to have electronic copies of the
days’ papers sent to the offices of the National Press Overview
Committee, where the “papers” were read, edited where nec-
essary and then retransmitted back to the editorial offices of the
newspaper concemed, prior to physical printing. (This is some-
thing that no one has ever been able to adequately explain—
Why, in this era of data-terms, do the British still like to read a
traditional newspaper?)

Television was a litde harder to control. Instead, the asso-
ciate National Broadcasting Overview Committee became
responsible for the scrutiny of all documentary, political and
news broadcasts. The television companies were required by
law to provide the committee with video tape of all programs
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falling under the brief of the committee for review and censor-
ing. This virtually ended all live broadcasts of a topical nature.
Even institutions such as the BBC's Nine O'Clock News was
now recorded around three in the afternoon, to aliow the com-
mittee time to view and censor the tape and then to allow addi-
tional “harmless” news to be recorded to make up the length.
Then, in 1999, barely a year after the MLA had come to power,
the NPOC and the NBOC were amalgamated to form the
Public Information Office, whose task it was not merely to cen-
sor the media but to actually provide approved news to the
public.

With the abolition of the Monarchy, and the introduction of
Martial Law, the PIO became one of the most important depart-
ments of the new protectorate. Travel became more and more
restricted until it was virtually impossible to leave one commu-
nity and travet to another without numerous permits. Because
of this, Britain became more and more akin to medieval times,
where viliages waited eagerly for travellers to come, bringing
with the news from other communities, especially the cities, In
the early 21st century, instead of traveilers, the public relied
totally upon the news service for information. Thus, by control-
ling the media, the MLA was able to ensure that the public
knew only what the authorities wanted them to know.

However, it was not long before underground news bul-
letins were set up, mainly on data-terms and other electronic
news networks, although a few illegal TV stations also began
transmitting. Many top journaiists, frustrated at not being able
to report accurately the news, risked their careers (not to men-
tion their lives) by moonlighting for these pirate news services.
This eventually lead to another department being formed with-
in the PIO, whose sole function was to shut down ali pirate
news transmissions, and arrest those associated with them.
Right from the outset, stiff penalties were introduced for those
found guilty, beginning with a minimum five year sentence on
the isle of Wight Penai Colony.

While many of the smaller pirate organizations were shut
down, and extreme punishments passed as an exampie to oth-
ers, several of the bigger studios were able to survive undis-
covered. This was largely due to secret corporate financing.
Many of the corporations found that martial law severely affect-
ed their profits, and thus began working to overthrow the gov-
emment in order to ailow their business to thrive once more.
Under a collective, which the MLA termed as “The Cartei” (the
MLA were never able to find out much more about this myste-
rious organisation), they began first of all by secretly financing
the more successful pirate stations and then by beginning
movements to find a legitimate heir to the British throne in
order to re-establish the Monarchy. it did not take long for the
pirate stations to support this move and begin the call for the
restoration of the Monarchy, as they too saw it as a way of over-
throwing the government and the abolishment of Martial Law.

CYBERPUNK 2.0.2.0

THE MEepIA TobpAY

Ironically, the pirate stations became the victims of the very thing
that they were set up to combat. Either they were unaware of, or
chose to ignore, the fact that they were being manipulated by
their patron corporations. Granted, it was not as overt as the PIO
simply telling the official news stations what they could or could
not broadcast, but it was there nonetheless. Because they had
become completely dependent upon the money (and some-
times equipment made available to them by the corporations,
they tended to listen to the “suggestions” made to them by the
corporations as to what should be included in their broadcasts.
At the beginning, the pirates broadcast genuine, accurate news
and apart from decrying the censorship that brought them into
being, they avoided overt political opinions from coloring their
bulletins. However, after a few years they became more and
more critical of the MLA and became strong proponents of the
re-establishment of the Monarchy. This shift in broadcasting pol-
icy was undoubtedly due to the influence of the corporations.

With the recent collapse of Martial Law, the media has once
again been freed from many of the constraints under which it
has been forced to operate under the last quarter of a century.
However, as yet there is still no proper freedom of the press and
the various broadcasting and publishing establishments still
have to be careful about what information they convey to the
public.

The more powerful corporations who now control the
Monarchy have not yet abolished the PIO. initially they wanted
the news services firmly on their side and so allowed them vir-
tually a free hand in their transmissions. Of course, many of the
broadcasters voiced their relief at the ending of censorship by
praising the corporations and detailing extensively how life
undoubtedly improve under the benevolent guidance of corpo-
rations like the IMA. However, the corporations were not quite
ready to aliow compiete freedom of speech, but at the same
time they did not wish to alienate the press in the same manner
that the MLA had done. The PIO no longer issues news but still
censors it. However, this is done “in the public’s interest” and not
“in the interest of National Security” In addition, the corporations
are openly very supportive of the media and feed them the
scoops and exclusives that they want the public to know about.

The News in Print

There are numerous local newspapers which cover the news for
individual cities or the various regions of the United Kingdom.
These papers, weekly, are printed and distributed locally, but are
available nationwide via data-terms, usually costing between
£0.50 and £2 to access them electronically tadd approximatety
£2 to the cost for a hard- copy). There are only three national
newspapers in circulation. These too are available on data-
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terms, but for those who wish hard-copies of the papey, the pub-
lishers provide a fax service where the entire paper will be faxed
to the subscriber, who only needs to fold the pages in halif to
have a “proper” newspaper.

The U.K. Bulletin

The first of these is the LLK. Bulletin. It is published daily and
costs £1.50 to view at a data-term or £4.75 to have it faxed. The
Bulletin was the “official’ newspaper of the MLA. It was pub-
tished with full PIO approval, and always supported the MLA in
everything it did. Despite its hard-line attitude, it was very popu-
lar simply because it was the cheapest of all the national papers.
The Bulletin is still published afthough its popularity is waning.
While no longer openly supporting the now-abolished MLA or
what it stood for, it remains the least enthusiastic about the
restoration of the Monarchy and the greater political influence of
the corporations. However, the general public, tired of years of
Martial Law, are not interested in reading about “how good it
was before’” They would rather spend a litde more of their hard-
eamed cash and buy a paper that contains the sort of news that
they want to read.

1t is said that the only reason why the Bulletin has not been
closed down is that the current government want at least to give
the appearance of supporting a democracy. Therefore, by allow-
ing the continued publication of a paper that is ostensibly
against them, democracy appears to be served. In additional,
the government is a little frightened that if they tried to ban it out-
right, those that genuinely wish the return of the MLA would take
it underground. The government has already seen to its benefit
how effective a pirate news service can be, and so that would
be the last thing that was wanted. They would rather keep it in
the open where the Bulletin can be monitored.

The Guardian

The Guardian is published weekly, and takes its name from a
newspaper published during the late 20th century. In its current
form it began life as the most popular of the pirate news ser-
vices. During Martial Law it was only available via data-term at a
cost of £3. it constantly criticized the MLA and its policy of cen-
sorship. The name was chosen as the publishers saw them-
selves as “the guardians of truth until the day comes when it can
be spoken openly once more” Five of its journalists were sen-
tenced to the Iste of Wight Penal Colony, where one of them
died under mysterious circumstances. Within a year of the
Monarchy being restored, the four survivors were released by
Royal decree among much publicity and promised that The
Guardian would continue publishing, albeit openty.

The newspaper today has a very strong following and costs
£7 from a data-term or £11 for a fax. The paper still takes its
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name seriously, and while it generally approves and encourages
many of the changes that have occurred recently, it is still not
above criticizing the corporations or the government when it
feels that they have done something wrong. Because of the
overall favorable support of the paper, however, the PIO usually
turns a blind eye, although it has censored the paper a couple
of times in the recent past Instead of replacing the censored
items with other news, the Guardian has left the relevant pages
blank, ensuring that the public knew that it had been the subject
of censorship.

Recentlty The Guardian has bought itself a television news
service, Guardian News, so it can bring the news to those who
cannot read. It hopes that by putting pressure on the PIO from
a second outlet, it can bring an end to all censorship once and
for all.

The Royal Times (formerly
The Times)

The Times is Britain’s oldest national newspaper and it contin-
ues to this day. It takes pride in the fact that it has printed the
news for several hundred years, and through all sorts of crises,
both foreign and domestic, including two world wars. It sees its
history as being synonymous with integrity. During Martial Law,
many of its top journalists moonlighted for the pirate news ser-
vices, and were among the strongest supporters of the corpo-
ration’s plan to re-establish the Monarchy. While The Times fol-
lowed PIO guidelines to the letter, the Underground Times did
everything it could in print to undermine the MLA. On the day
of the coronation of our long-awaited Queen, the paper
changed its name to the Royal Times to mark its approval of
events.

It remains the staunchest supporter of the Monarchy, the
new government, and the corporation’s plans to build “a
greater prosperity for a Greater Britain” Its critics (mainly the
Bulletin} maintain that the paper is being controlled by the PIO,
although this has never been proven. The Royal Times, howev-
er, insists that they are completely independent of any outside
editorial control, printing the news as they believe it should be
printed and voicing opinions that they think are the best for the
country.

The Royal Times is published daily, and costs £5.50 from a
data-term or £8 for a faxed copy. It is the most financially secure
of the three nationals, and it demonstrates this by frequently
donating large amounts of money to various corporation spon-
sored charities. It is the most popular of all the papers, and this
popularity was given another boost recently when the Queen
officially approved its name. Before this, the addition of the word
“Royal” was seen as presumptuous by its rivals; now The Royal
Times comments on their pettiness at picking on a name, rather
than on real issues.
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The News in Vision

Television broadcasting did not have as many pirate services as
the newspapers. This was because it was far easier for the PIO
to trace TV transmissions than it was to try and track down the
papers. However, there were two mobile TV stations that man-
aged to survive throughout the control of the MLA and many of
the joumalists of the legal TV stations did their own share of
moonlighting for the pirates.

Television today is highly specialized, with different chan-
nels concentrating on a particular type of programming, such
as news, light entertainment, music and so on. Competition
between rival channels with similar programming styles is quite
fierce, with each station vying with the others for the best rat-
ings.

| The B.B.C.

The British Broadcasting Corporation is the oldest broadcasting
establishment in the world. it has always prided itself on objec-

tive reporting, pride that took a blow under the auspices of the
PIO. it was decreed that because of its very name, the BBC
should become the official voice of the MLA. This angered many
of its joumalists, who began working anonymously for the pirate
stations, while parroting the official news for the BBC.

The Beeb (as it is affectionately known) has five channels,
BBC1 is the main news station, providing news updates every
hour on the hour, with major bulletins at 9am, 1pm, 6pm and
9pm. In between the news, pro-royalty features are broadcast,
utilizing the wealth of archive footage that the BBC has at its dis-
posal going back almost one hundred years. BBC2 concen-
trates on light entertainment, originally approved by the MLA to
keep the population content, and which has not really changed
with their collapse. Too many of the shows proved genuinely
too popular to be cancelled. BBC3 provides twenty four hour
music, while BBC4 caters to those who enjoy sports. BBCS is
dedicated to documentaries of all types, whose content is also
monitored by the PIO for anything that ought not to be trans-

¢



BB(1
05.55: Notionol Anthem, played over o photo of Quesn

Yictoria Il.

06.00: New Dows, New Day: Woke up Brituin, with
Annie Allen ond Jomes Irving as they bring to you
alf the morming news ond light entertainment o
start you on your day.

: News A.M.: Our first major bullefin, with Fiona
Mason and Thomas Archer.

: The Weather, including smog and acid rain foracasts
for the day.

: Gy News: Stocks, shates ond investments. All the
atest from the Market with William Reynolds.

: News Heodlines with Aneie Allen and Jomes irving.

: News internationak Oversees reports with our
foreign correspondeats from ail four comers of the
globe. Presented hy Joff 0'Brien,

: News Heodiines with Annie Allen ond Jomes rving.

: A Message from owr Queen: Queen Victoria il
uddressas the nation.

: Compass Point: Regional News for your area.
With Cassandra King.

: Newsi3: The one o'dock bulletin with Fiona
Mason and Thomes Archer.

; Weather Update.

: A Treaswred Crowse Todoy featuras the wedding
of Queen Vidorio s mother fo Prince Andrew.
Vinwoge foctage from 1986. With Richord Lowe.

: Hews Hoodlioes with Fions Mason and Thomes
Archer.

: Trawel Today: Thinking of o journey? Find out ony
current restrictions, permit requirements, of gang
trouble, and plon your route accordingly. Presented
by Gromt Morgon.

: 1n Parkioment: From Westminstor ol the latest polit-
icol news. Pressated by Joff O'Brien, (Ploase note
thot the tronsmission ef this progrom s subjet to P10
upprovai. in the crse of on abridged transmission, o
o concellation, we will show ogoin—by popular
raquest-—tha histeric moment when our glorious
Quesn returned oncs more to Her counry).

16.30: KdNews: Al the days’ news specially presented
for our younges viewers. Preserted by Melinda
Stewart.

17.00: News Headiines wih (essondru KGng ond Gromt

17.10: A Message from oer Quen: Queen Vidoria Il
oddrosses the nation. {Shown erbier at 12.10).

17.30: Public Servica Broadcost.

1740: Focus on Royalty: Part Twnty Thres of ow in
depth history of the British Monarchy. Tonight,
Quesn Victoria 1, Norroted by homas Archer.

: News ot Six: Tha carly wening bullafin with
Cassandra King ond Richard Lwe.

: NewsQuiz: Quiz show when contestants have 1o
atswer questions on the proseding week's news.
Among tonight’s stor prizes inkudeon ETB permit for
two to @ fourist reservation »f your choke ond ¢
yoor's supply of IMA vouders, Hosted by Bob
Preston and the sver-dovely Lndo Ash.

: City News Update: Willian Reynolds brings you
afl the doy's financial news fom the dity.

: 20/20 Vision: Slowly but uraly, fifs continues to
impeave under the new govenment, guided by our
Queen. Melinda Stewart loas cheod at the good
times in store for us afl.
ing you of the kotest news fron home and around the
workd with Cassondraking ondGrars Morgan.

: The Weather, somorrow’s foscost.

: News and Faith: Topica discussion on fodoy's
nows. Tonight your gques presenters are the
Reverend George Matthew from the Church of
England and Bridgit Storwird from the NFU.

: Hationol Anthem, ployed wer o photo of Queen
Victoria If

: Classic Royalty: A chana to sse dassic moments
in the history of our Royd Fomily, induding the
enfits coronction ceremonis of Queen Elizabeth I,
King Chorles i, ond ov own beloved Queen
Victoria i, Ends ot 05.55

UKT2

05.00: Wekey Wakeyt: Join Gin Speacwr, Modeloine
Geiffin ond Jennifer Matioron for four hours of fun-
filod modness (with the ccasional bit of news) to
whet your appetite for theday to come.

09.00: Hopscotck: The populos yuiz show that tests con-
festonts’ wits ond ogifity. losted by Joy Chatworth.

09.30: Helidey ‘22: Planning ywr vocation? Today's pro-
grom focuses on the defigets on affer from the ET8;
with Judith Chambers.

10.30: Coronation Street: We coninve 1 show a doubl |
episode of this classic TV series fron the twentien }

century.

11.30: EoroQuizz How much do YOU redly know obod |-
Europe? EuroQuiz hos oll the ansvers. Hosted by |-

Rerryard DuPont ond Alison Murray

12.00: Midday News: What's going onot home and n §-
the rest of the world. Presanted ly Cloire Bennt |

and Mark Talbot,

13.00: UK. Afternooe Spent another plasant aftemoonin |
the compony of Max Ferguson ondBavery Mikhd. |

Tirad of pra-pack or kibble? Leam o ta pregare o to-

diional Engish roust with Morgare Axtel (cookey |-

equipment kindly suppliad by MA).

: Corporate Talk: We oll know the corporations re |-

invotved in many new innovationsand projects. ut
which will affact you and how? Jéie Croft looksat
what we can expedt fo see in the rvar futurs.

: Children OnlyH: Kids, send you parents out ito |

the kitchen. The next two hours ors for you oy,

Cartoons, jokes ond fots of othe fun and ganes |

with Andy Moore and Willy the Yolf.

: Evening News: Clire Bennetand Mark Tobot

with the lotest news and weather.

: Natore Alive: A foscngting docmentary on Beish
animals in the wid foday. You won' befieve what culd
be fving just round the corner fron your houss.

: Mhsic Scone: What's cold, what'shot, what's hip.ond
‘whet's not Steve Savoge brings toou ol the best and
ot 50 best) in todays music. Phore in for o chare io
have your favorite dossic piayed @ o Diol 07181
273-6565-2554 and leave your rouest.

21.30: Dear Mowm, ['m in the MLA:Forcical comed; st
ot the height of the MLA. Tonigit's episode: Jor has
trouble in his new ossignment when he mixs up
orders regarding efffvent dispsol in LONIURB-
MARLAUTH. As the problem ecalates, somehing
begins to smedl....

22.00: Night News: Cloire Bennet od Mark Taibo with
o finol round-up of the doys’ eents.

22.30: Film “22: A look at what's curently playing 1t the
cinema with Borry Norman, Jr.

23.20: Might Owtk: For ol you insmniocs out thee, o i
whole night of fims and dasst U.K. ond Amsricon |
TV progroms. Tomight's dossic hoke—-Dolls Ends

ot 05.00.
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Independent
Television

There are several regional independent televisbn stations all of
which have a single channel which combine the variows pro-
gramming styles provided by the BBC and tte three nitional
independent stations. These three nationals, scmetimes txgeth-
er, more often on their own, try many technicues (some legal,
others not) to attempt to win ratings from the BBC. Wth the
abolition of the MLA, many of the pirate anchomen werekeen-
ly sought by the independents. These men ind women had
become household celebrities, and were ofered enomous
salaries to tumn legitimate. it was believed that they woud woo
viewers from rivai channels. This has been rezsonably efective
although recently, opposing channels have risorted tosmear
campaigns, implying that these reporters are not as clean-cut
as their public image has made them out to be.

U.K. Today

UKT is the largest of the independent naticnals. It ha three
channels, and is currently bidding for a fourh. It has astrong
rivairy with the new Guardian News, not feast becaise GN
obtained the (ast channel that UKT were afte. UKT1 isa news
and documentary station. it transmits three one-hour tulletins
throughout the day at noon, 7pm and I0pm. Like BBCS, its doc-
umentaries have to be passed by the PIO, ithough itis gen-
erally more complimentary to the corporations than the BBC.
Because of this, it receives far more assistaice from he cor-
porations for favorable reporting. UKT2 conbines ligit enter-
tainment and music, while UKT3 is the spots channe, show-
ing traditional British sports, as weil as the ever popular
EscapAlD.

The Independent
Broadcasting Network

The IBN was formed from the remnants of the old Indecendent
Television (TV) network of the late 20th century. it controls all
of the regional stations, as well as running tvo nationa stations
under its own banner. IBN1 is classified as general entertain-
ment, broadcasting all categories of programs, includng news
updates. IBN2 is the full ime news statior, providing twenty-
four hour news. It is currently in a contrac: war with he BBC,
as it is attempting to poach Cassandra King, one of tre Beeb's
most popular anchorwomen.

The Guardian Vews

The newest of the independent nationds, GN his at the
moment only one channel, aithough it is bidding agsinst UKT
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for a second. it began broadcasting only seven months ago,
and it only broadcasts news, but its station is becoming more
and more popular. Drawing as it does from its newspaper divi-
sion, GN provides a balanced look at the news in probably the
most objective fashion of all the nationals. In addition, having
three ex-pirates anchoring its twenty-four hour broadcasts, the
public seem to have really taken to GN when they wish to
watch the news.

WORKING IN THE
MEDIA

For a determined reporter, the current climate is as close to
journalistic heaven as they are ever likely to get. Whether itis a
story of corporations forcing people out of their homes for land
redevelopment, trying to infiltrate a nomad pack for an in-depth
report on their lifestyle, or travelling north to the border tands
to investigate reports of mysterious disappearances, a reporter
needs to be alert, capable and where possible have very good
back-up.

A standard reporting team consists of the reporter and two
technicians. The station will usually assign them either an
armored van or an AV unit containing ail their equipment such
as hand-held cameras, mini-cams for covert filming and a satel-
lite upHink for direct transmission to the studio. At least one of
the technicians will usually have a good firearms and unarmed
combat skill in addition to his technicat expertise.

However, back-up and support is not always available. If a
reporter is going into a story undercover, then they will only
have their own wits to rely on, in additional to the relatively
small amounts of personal equipment that they might be able
to smuggie in with them. In such cases, a contact point is usu-
ally arranged in advance, where the reporter can get in touch
with the studio to relay information or call for help. If a sched-
uled contact is missed twice in a row, the studio will begin plan-
ning an extraction, but because this means the investigation wiil
be biown, they try to avoid this wherever possible. The scoop
is everything and the risks are part of the job.

A very good example of the risks involved in working in the
media occurred only a couple of years ago. For several years
now, the clans who had made their homes in the Cheviot Hills
have had rumors build around them. Stories of extreme acts of
violence, including blood-sacrifice, have become almost leg-
endary.

Much of the speculation arises from the fact that nobody
who enters the area uninvited (and few are ever invited into
the area) ever return to tell of what really goes on within the
dense woods. In an attempt to get to the bottom of what exact-
ly is going on within the Hills, UKT decided on an ambitious
undercover operation. One of their top reporters, Carol Lewis,
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“Thank you all
for your sup-
port during my
‘detainment.’
it’s nice to
know that
‘heing a
Royalist is in
vogue again.
Now, if you'll
excuse me, I

have a story to
file on prison
conditions ...”

— Cassandra
King, aka.
Sandra Royale,
upon her
release from
the Isle of
Wight

' THE MEDIA

tegan a daing operaion. Initially she spent a year with the
Tiple Moor Clan, leaning their ways and beliefs in order to
cve herseifa good background. Then she headed north to the
Cheviot Hills. One report was made, saying that she had con-
Bicted one of the trites within. Carol Lewis has never been
«een since.

UKT oganized a extraction. A party of solos was dis-
satched to get Lewii out of the area. Only one retumed.
lameson Bhde reportd that his comrades had been killed. He
efused to say anytting more about what had happened.
shortly afte; he retirec from the solo business and it is rumored
hat he nov lives in Glastonbury (Avalor). UKT was unable to
arrange another attenpt. After news of the first failure reached
Jsther solos they begar demanding more money than UKT was
orepared to invest in ‘escuing one missing reporter.

As to ~hat happened to Carol Lewis, many rumors now
surround ker. The najority say that she was killed, either
straight ou or as theliving sacrifice in some ancient and bar-
baric ritua. Another rumor, less common (but with greater
weight), isthat Lewis has been adopted by one of the tribes.
Her time vith the Triple Moon Clan aitered her way of looking
at things and she has settled in the Hills, married to a Celtic
warrior, wth fine clildren to succeed their father. But, of
course allthese arerumors. As to what really happened, it is
uniikely that anyonewili ever know...

Media Personalities

Annie Allen

Annie Allen is the miin host of the BBC's New Dawn, New Day
breakfast program, iong with James Irving. Chosen because
of her (sxme migh say) excessively lively personality, her
trademart is her loyg blonde hair which tends to be a littie
unkempt, looking s though she has just got out of bed,
despite har otherwie immaculate appearance, She lacks the
air of seriousness required to present the fater news programs,
but copes well enoigh reading the headlines. Annie was orig-
inally in he Beeb'sResearch department, and still has many
friends there. She is well aware of how she appears to others,
but she desperatelr wants to be taken as a serious reporter.
Her ambtion is to crack some big story wide open, aliowing
her supeiors to retognize her talent as a thorough investiga-
tor. To this end, swe still spends a lot of her free time in
Researct, trying to piece together the possible leads to the
story tha will get ter abilities recognized.

Claire Bennet

Claire Bennet co-presents all of UKT2's news bulletins with
Mark Tabot. Quite young, she only broke into broadcasting

TDATASCREEN =& C(YBERPUNK 2.0.2.0

during the last days of the MLA, originally working with the
BBC. UKT liked her innocent approach, and offered her the
chance to actually pr:sent their news, rather than just being
one of numerous reyorters for the Beeb. This opportunity
arose after another popular UKT reporter, Carol Lewis, disap-
peared while investigiting the Clans in the Cheviot Hilis. She
has proven very popilar, but UKT are stilt losing the ratings
war against the BBC.It is rumoured that as soon as they can
find a replacement fer her, UKT are going to give Claire her
own program, Benne about Britain, confirming their faith in
her abilities.

James Irving

James Irving partners Annie Allen in hosting New Dawn, New
Day, the BBC's early moming breakfast show. Being a very
stolid, sober man, heis the perfect foil to Annie’s more bubbly
persona. Originally a jirate during the days of the MLA, he first
began working for tie IBN network, before being offered a
large salary to co-hoit the morning show. He reads the more
serious news headlnes and handles technical crises with
aplomb, while Annietends to collapse into hysterical laughter.
Because of his time s a pirate, James has a highly developed
sense of morality regarding cover-ups and censorship. He
despises both, and vill always assist anyone who can prove
that such a cover-upis taking place.

Cassandra King

Without a doubt themost popular of all the pirates who have
turned legitimate, Cassandra King has a very large following of
fans who tune in sinply to see her. Incredibly attractive, with-
out any bioscuipting (despite some malicious rumors to the
contrary), she is alst quick and intelligent. Under the alias of
Sandra Royale, she led the pirates in the cail to restore the
Monarchy. Arrested n 2019 and sent to the isle of Wight Penal
Colony, she spent rearly two years there before receiving a
royal pardon. While ncarcerated, Cassandra found that Sandra
Royale had becom: a virtual living martyr. She is honest,
inquisitive and tenecious. Her program supervisors usually
allow her 10 go her «wn way (as long as it is not going to cross
the PIO). In addition .0 presenting the BBC's evening news and
their regional news programs, she also investigates her own
stories. Whenever e is absent for any length of time, her
viewers know that wien she returns, she will have a scoop weil
worth waiting for. A the moment, she is caught in a contract
war with LUKT. They vant Cassandra to present their news pro-
grams, but she has refused their offer so far. No one knows
whether it is out of byalty to the Beeb, or whether she is wait-
ing for a more lucritive offer. However, Cassandra has never
been heard to complain about her salary from the BBC.

"CYBERPUNK 2.0.2.0
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Mark Tabhot

The onk ex-pirateworking for UKT, Mark Talbot is the channel's
biggestcelebrity. with Claire Bennet, he presents all the news
bulleting for UKT2. Mark is generally level-headed, but not
above tiking a few risks for the sake of a good story. He used
to work with “Sandra Royale” during the days of the MLA and
this is ove of the rasons why UKT is trying to poach Cassandra
King frem the BBC. They believe that if they can reunite these
two expirates again, this time working legitimately, they will
have the perfectformula to win viewers from the Beeb. Mark
himsetfhas publitly expressed a desire to work with his friend
Cassardra again,and while Cassandra has so far expressed no
interesi in moving, she has been reported as saying that if she
did dedide to swich, it would be good to work with Mark Taibot
once nore.
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N A MOMENT OF CONSCIENTIOUS MADNESS
WE SENT OUT A GANG OF INTREPID EXPENSE
ACCOUNTS TO DISCOVER WHAT THEY
COULD FIND IN AROUND BRITAIN, “USE YOUR
IMAGINATION,” | SAID, AND, UNFORTUNATELY,

THEY DID. SO HERE IS THE FRUITS OF THEIR

LABORS, WE CAN ONLY PRAY THAT IT IS OF
SOME USE AND DOESN'T BRING ABOUT YOUR
UNTIMELY DEMISE. — EDITOR

The Guide is divided into two main sections, general infor-
mation about travel, geography, food and drink, music and the
arts; and local information in which we take you on a tour
around the regions of England, Wales, Northemn Ireland and
Scotiand and their metropiexes. GOOD LUCK!

TRAVEL

Getting around the UK is hard—deliberately so. The M.LA. did
not maintain many of the minor roads and rail links so that the
population could be more easify controlled. The motorway sys-
tem, along with various ‘A roads, were designated as
Major/Military Access Road Systems (MARS) or Corridors.
These were kept in good condition by the military aiong with
the main line rail network for the fast deployment of troops. All
other roads and branch lines were aliowed to fall into disrepair.
Both the Corridors and the MARS rail lines are controlled by
British United Tourism and Travel,pic and are run for profit—a
toll is charged on all main roads.

Aero-vehicles are also required to fly on set routes which
normalily follow either the Corridors or the main fines. This is
ostensively to avoid mid-air collisions with any military or com-
mercial aircraft. Others say they don't want people seeing
what's happening in the nomad areas. All vehicles are required
to file flight plans—any deviation from the flight path will be con-
sidered an offence—in certain areas (Scotland, Borders, North
Wales and East Anglia) this will be met with by ultimate force.
Those who stray off the Corridors aren't treated nearly as
harshly—if you're dumb enough to stray off the main road in
your nice shiny Jaguar-MaclLaren XJV50 then you're too stupid
to bother about!

Obviously all this wealth bombing up and down the motor-
way at high speeds keeps those Nomads nice and interested.
They regularty ambush drivers in the more remote areas, so be
careful. British United Tourism and Travel keep fast response
units at the various service stations up and down the country
to counter any trouble. These BUTT-heads, as they are known
by Nomads, are fairly well equipped and can call on the Police
Corridor Tactical Response Unit if things get a littie dicey. In the
Border areas, North Wales and East Anglia, this role is under-
taken by the Combined Forces.
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The problem is that while the British Government clains to
have total control over these roads, this is not the case.Most
MARS in southern Britain are safe along with those nea any
district administrative center or sensitive site (such as Holy
Loch submarine base or Dounray atomic power park),
However a lot of the roads elsewhere are not so secue. A
Major Access road is maintained to as near perfect condition
as is possible so that if a relief convoy needs to be sen, the
state of the road can be relied upon (in theory at anyrate).
Those looking for jobs can easily find one as a guard to e of
the road crews repairing the cammiageway in the more daxger-
ous areas. Techies can aiso find a job maintaining the equip-
ment needed to repair the road.

Each road is given a safety rating—a value ranging from
one to five with one being totally safe. These ratings are jiven
to the traveller when he pays his toll to join the MARS. This is
printed on the back of the receipt and gives the status of the
MARS in 250 mile radius of your present location. If you ravel
outside that radius, then you can easily obtain one at any f the
MARS service stations for a nominal fee.

The main roads to avoid are (again) those in North Wales
Scotland/Borders and East Anglia. These roads are only safe
around such areas as Holy Loch (near Glasgow), Doinray
atomic energy park (near Thurso), Peterborough and Holyread.
If you need to travel these roads, its best to travel as pat of a
convoy {either private or military), if you can't, then | suygest
you just floor it and hope for the Gods to favor you.

All access into Scotland is restricted as only one MARS
enters from England. All those wishing to enter must sther
have the relevant Military or Corporate pass or the Full Tourist
ticket.

This position is mirrored in London espedially sine the
bombing of the Thames Flood Barrier has resulted in falf of
East London being underwater, thereby closing down mast of
the Underground system. Most roads inside what usedto be
the M25 are actually designated as MARS, but of course, that
is just too many to actually control. Generally those to the East
of London are unsafe—especially after dark.

As for the Underground—a few of the lines remain inoper-
ation, specifically the Waterloo & City, Piccadilly, Vitoria,
Jubilee, and Bakerioo lines (i.e., those that go nowhere near the
East End and didn't require much work to repair and iolate
from the other lines) BUTT is implementing a reclamatiot pol-
icy and regularly sends survey teams into the old Undergound
system-—a lot don't return. The British Rail network (nowoper-
ated by British United Tourism and Travel) in London was less
affected and along with a relatively new tram system i now
used to get around the city.

The military and some of the major Comps also use the old
Post Office private system to move their more sensitive joods
around — along with their troops.
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Vehiculer access tothe city has been resticted since the
early 1990's and privaie cars are ow banned from Centrat
London {this does not, o course, inzlude those on official cor-
pmmwmnembm'ness).misbanasommdsto
Aero-vehicles and any unauthorized vehicle flying over the
Cities of London or Westminster will be shot down. (They
obwiously don’t worry atout the danage caused by the crashd)

The rail links are used mainty for military and corporate
private use. No regulac scheduled services un. The English
Tourist Board does offer places tc people wishing to travel
around Britain on one d their manr excursiors. These excur-
sions are made in a stite of hway that rivals the legendary
Orient Express. As You an imagine prices are high and this is
only for the rich or thise with a1 understanding company
accountant, Each train (arries a fullcompliment of ETB troops
on board for added proection.

The msjority of Britain'sgeographyhas showna retum to how
it musst have been durirg the Dark Ages, both in the state of
the land and its people.

Whilst the governnient likes to think it controls the iand,
rmost of the population dnly pay fipservice and have returned
to a form of feudalist communisn (although don't use that
phrase in front of them. What this means is that a village or
number of farms or smill holdings will form asmali communi-
wmhebmanwwavmmﬁm&BMasharv&ﬂor
i under some sort of treat such a bandits o even a forcible

_ Global wearming, abng with years of negect, has helped
much of Britain's coastine retumn b its ofd losk, with many of
the old marshes returTing, along with new nes created by
excessive rain fall and poor drainaje.

The exception to his semiferdal Britainis the so-called
“Larder of Beitain® which consits of the old shires of
Lincolnshire, Oxfordshie and Canbridgeshie. These coun-
ties being reletively fit and conveniently lecated between
London and Birminghan have been tumed into one huge fac-
mmwuy!MAwhodmnmuseordyn'adiﬁond
mmm.n‘ghtfd]andareaimyslookingfor
farmers who can no lorger run their farm and might be inter-
asted in moving of.

Britain has been Pared from the worst ravages. of acid
rain due to the fact that most of the island’s veather systems
arrive from the Atlantc and lrelaxd takes te brunt of any
harmiful affects. However, Britain 5 (and -always has been) a
major causa of e &id rainfail that has plagued most of
Western Europe for the best part of a century. This rainfall has
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already devastated most of the Scandinavian forests along
with the Black Forest Some ecological groups have now
formed paramilitary wings (they'li deny it of coursel with the
sole purpose of eliminating the cause of the poliution. This, of
course, leads to retaliation by the aggrieved company using
either their own Black Ops units or in certain circumstances
BCF special forces units (you know, those guys in the fetching
black outfits that don't exist).

Paper is no longer the predominant medium of commu-
nication, having long been replaced by the humble electron.
This, combined with a lack of woodland management, has
allowed the once mighty forests of Northern and Southem
England to return to some semblance of their former glory. An
annual increase in both the mean temperature (2.1 degrees
Celsius! and Winter rainfall (49 inches) has combined to bring
about a suble change in the ecosystem and the type of life
that it is capable of supporting. The diversity of such life is too
expansive to detail here, but there are a few species that
should be of special note to the traveller.

Mammals

The Wolf (Canis lupus): Once agsin the great forests of
Engiand quiver with the howl of the wolf, that most elegant and
cunning of European predators, The partial resuirection of its
habitat and patronage of the New Age theologies means that,
since their re-introduction in 2011, the wild population has
been allowed to grow without persecution. Initially concentrat-
ed in the northem forests, the wolif has gradually spread south
and while stili not common can be found in just about every
one of its old hunting grounds. B

Wary of man, this powerful carnivore is of little danger to
humans unless threatened or confined. Preying on anything
from small boars to deer, they only venture into the open in
Winter as hunger forces them to extend their range.

Many men still hold a misguided fear towards them bom
out of ill-conceived folk-ore, mythos and legend. Some feel
the need to actively seek out this ancient baby-snatcher and
hope to exterminate it once again. They are in for a severe
shock. Many nomad tribes revere the wolf in their religions and
will do anything to protect them and punish all who threaten
the “teacher of the wild”

‘The Brown Bear (Ursus arctos): Like the wolf, the brown bear
was re-introduced a littie over 10 years ago and like the wolf
is protected by the shamanistic nomads. Unlike the wolf they
are still only found in the north, though there have been sight-
ings as far south as the Wash. They rarely stay put for any
length of time, prefering more mountainous areas such as that
found in the Caimgomms. Food supplies (roots, berries, fish,
sometimes carrion) and other less natural elements have so
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far combined to keep them from migrating further.
Qccasionaily they may hunt small livestock or plunder hives for
honey, bringing them into contact with man. Normaily, they are
dangerous animals and should be avoided if at all possible.
Cantankerous, short-tempered beasts that change from placid
i# to aggressive in a matter of moments, bone and sinew are no
it match for these immensely powerfui omnivores,

The Lynx (Lynx lynx):: Larger than the common Wild Cat, the
Lynx's body is raised high above the ground on long legs, its
short tail and tipped ears giving it an appearance not unlike that
of the Bobcat. Lynx are of little threat to man and can be found
nationwide, anywhere they can find an adequate food supply of
livestock, hares and rabbits. Their passion for sheep and other
small livestdck makes them the bane of the farmer’s life.

Wild Boar (Sus scrofay: Ancestor of the domesticated pig, the
wild boar has only recently been re-introduced to the English
countryside. A foraging beast, it uses its snout to dig through the
earth for all kinds of vegetable matier. No one knows quite how
the boar found its way back from mainiand Europe, but whatev-
er the cause they have become a pest to the arboreai fanmers
and agricorps. They are docile and only dangerous when their
youny are threatened, in which case a charging boar can easily
break a leg.

Ship Rat Rattus rattus): The ship {or black rat) is infamous as
the source of the bubonic plagues of the Middle Ages. it has
grown in number throughout the southern wetlands, prefering
dark, dank areas, but living anywhere that its mortal enemy, the
brown rat, is not found. Eats anything from grain to carrion. Not.
as strong as the more urban-based brown rat, this rodent is
one to be avoided uniess you want to go through the unpleas-
ant business of contra-plague treatments.

Vemnomous and Exotic

Moccasin (Agkistrodon holys): Related to the rattiesnake, the
Halys moccasin is a pit-viper, smalier than, but similar to, the

| cottonmouth of North America. Originally from. Asia, it has

graduaily spread west, and although stili rare can be found
along the south coast of England. The moccasin prefers open
hillsides and the bottom of slopes where there are plenty of
rocks and boulders. As snakes go it's not aggressive, but if
excited, it will strike, injecting a very potent venom. If bitten,

i seek medical sttention immediately. Without prompt trestment

the effect can be fatal,

Ursini's Viper (Vipera ursinids Like the Halys moccasin this
viper has spread west from maintand Europe. With a maximum
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be taken too lightly. Though generally not dangerous, take
care as its venom is also highly poisonous, If a bite is not to be
fatal, an injection of serum is essential. its common habitat is
the fields, grassiands and high mountain slopes.

European Black Widow Spider (Latrodectus 1 3-guttatus)s A
notorious member of the Theviidae family; it is easily identified
by its black, spherical abdomen which is dotted with 13 bright
crimson markings. Mostly found in scrubland areas, it is not as
dangerous as its American cousin, but can still be fatal to the
very young or infirm.

The European Black Bee (Apidae): The black bee has been
spreading throughout the E.C. since the early 1990's. It is dan-
gerous for its hometfike behavior pattems rather than the
potency of its sting. This bee attacks in swarms when a nest is
disturbed; even the death of one worker being enough to set
them off. One sting is not serious but the cumulative effect of a
swarm attack can be fatal in some cases,

Fungi

There are a lot of vastly different fungi to be found in the coun-
tryside. Most are edible but a significant proportion are toxic
and in some cases, like the Amantia family, deadly. Liniess you
are absolutely sure, do NOT touch or consume any. One thing

to fook out for are any that stain yellow when cut or bruised
and smell of carbolic.

Birds of Prey

The 21st century has seen a rise in the populations of some
of the larger species, specifically the goiden eagle, osprey
and peregrine falcon. These majestic hunters can be seen in
the more remote areas of Scotland, Though by no means as
prevaient as they once were, they are well on the way to
recovery.

Sharks and Killer
Whales

With the changes in the guif stream and global warming, the
mean sea temperature is beginning to increase around the
British. coast. This has encouraged some never-seen shark
species to begin cruising further north in the pursuit of food,
The Great Blue, Mako, Thresher and Smoothhound sharks
have been joined by the Great White and Atlantic nurse shark
as the main predators in the depths. A coresponding rise in
seal populations has seen more and more schools of killer

length of 50cm it is hardly an imposing sight, but should not
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haies off the north eastern coast of Ireland and Scotland.
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The above are just a few of the more interesting species
to be found in and around the British Isles, there are others.
For instance it has always been the vogue for high flying cor-
porate execs to keep exotic pets, many of which are later
released when they become too much to handle. Add to this
the zoo and wildlife park collections which, due to recent
events have been left to fend for themselves, and you should
expect to see just about anything on your travels.

Fooo AND DRINK

,,.LET US EAT AND DRINK; FOR TOMMOROW WE SHALL DIE.”
(saan 22:13)

A bit strong maybe, but in this day and age who knows what
is waiting around the next corner and it is far better to meet
your maker on a full stomach, at least that is what Great Aunt
Frieda used to say. [He must have been a—battered—child.
Sory, couldn't resist it. EdJ Some would say that eating is in
itself a religious experience but then they're the same ones
who have no concept of what it is like to be truty hungry.
However there are two sides to the culinary coin, the gourmet
extravaganza with its fine surroundings and unpronounceable
menus or fastfood with its low cost, sociable hours and
indegestion. We shall attempt to cover both as well as exam-
ining some of few examples of British fare that have found
their own special place in the tastebud tantalizing worid of
international cuisine.

Fastfood

The term “fast-food” is by definition exactly what it says,
cheap quasi-nourishing meals at the speed of a tortoise.
When the fast or convenience food chains first invaded the
UK in the fifies, the British got a little confused. For some
reason fastfood was translated to mean “let’s take ail day, who
the hell wants to eat anyway” service, This meant long queues
of famished Corp execs, screaming kids, old age pensioners
passing out and ten quintillion foreign students ail clamouring
for a burger, fries and a thick shake. Oh and don't forget the
free, that's right FREE, gift — usually a poxy model car or
bloody dinosaur.

First there was the pizza, then the Chinese take-away,
Southern fried chicken, every other kind of take-away, and
then finally the highest evolution of the art, the burger bar. All
have their various merits, and most will at least not cause
food poisoning, but none can compare to the original, the
blueprint from which all others sprang, the quintessentially
British, fish ‘n’ chip shop. In 1865 the Brits adopted the hum-
ble “pommes frits” from the French, decided to combine it
with fried, fresh fish and unwittingly invented convenience
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food. So the next time thit you're starving hungry, waiting
for your quarter pounder with cheese, extra relish, salad and
toenail clippings of dubious Scottish heritage, don’t blame
the Americans, blame the 3rits.

Nutri-TilV’s

You may be pleased to hear that things have moved on
quite a bit since, and the British now lead the world in the
realm of Fast-food technclogy. (They still can’t make a Pot
Noodle that tastes any good!! Ed] The latest rage are the
Nutri-Till networks. Finall/ fast-food is fast—really fast. A
swipe of a card, a few bitton presses and your stomach’s
desire is delivered to youin seconds, piping hot and tasting
like the real thing... wel, almost. The process itself is a
closely guarded secret ard none of the manufacturers that
we approached were predared to comment on it. Whatever
the mystical mechanism behind it ail there is no denying the
system's appeal. If you ae in a hurry and just need some-
thing to tide you over then this is simply the best aiternative
available. Meal prices vay from 5 to 15Eb and the tills can
be found in most major city centers.

Eating Out

Sit Dovwn and Pay Up.

Some would think that the advent of the Nutri-Till would spell
the end for the more traditional burger bar. Nothing could be
further from the truth. The number and diversity of such places
has actuaily increased a¢ indeed has the quality of their food
and service. By changing their policy from “food for the mass-
es” to “food for the disceming client who was too late to get a
reservation at Javier's,” the Fast-food chains have managed to
find a very lucrative newmarket.

The masses, hard working people like you and |, use the
tills while the rest goge themselves in the neo-nineties
atmosphere of plastic seating, polystyrene cups and disinfec-
tant. You see, the truth i« that hardly anything has changed. All
they have done is chaiged the marketing, using use thirty
year-old adverts to evoce a nostalgic desire for food from a
bygone era. At first, thebigger chains toyed with newer tech-
nologies, ordering termnals on every table, waitress service
IDid he say new? EdJ ard ergonomically designed seating that
automaticaily adjusted fir the optimum eating conditions. This
was a blunder, a comylete waste of time and money; what
people really wanted were all things that were so detested in
the first place. “We want the real thing,” they demanded and
they got it, squeaky boxes and all. Prices at such places are
about three times that vhich you now pay at a Till, but at least
you can see how they cook the stuff.
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Sit Down and Pay Up (Through
the Nose)}

The UK is hame to a myriad of different =staurant, from
high class esiablishments like the world fanous Javer's to
the sleazy pubs and bais. Since ycu're readiig this, it 5 prob-
able that you are morelikely to be frequenting the later but,
just in case, ve shall frst have achat about the mere pol-
ished end of he market.

Over thelast decale or so the restaurait has become a
far more, personal, mird blowing and integnted experience.
Here at least :echnoloty has fourd a home ind muct: of that
developed ard then dscarded b the fast-Hhod industry has
been adopted. Each tasle has a snall consde which permits
the custome to confijure their eating environment in just
about any menner they wish. (We/, usually, hese thinjs have
a mind of thzir own. id] Lightirg, tempenture, misic and
even smel!l cin be diaed up at tie touch « button; howev-
er, if you wast candles and rom:ence you tetter try another
century!

Waiting staff in these places are still treditionallywomen
and these unortunatecreatures ire generaly encouiaged to
use any meéns necesary to enice custoners. /Wih some
of the compeny sponsared sculp jobs avaiable it is 10 won-
der the placzs are alvays full. id] Built h serving attach-
ments and ader recading equibment hawe made : visit to
the local bisro a much more eficient, sory, pleasait expe-
rience. The humble waitresses are also sften required to
double as house sewrity and nost are icensed to carry
weaponry o some description A perfect, well-fractised
smile can conceal a ot about ¢ person, o if they make a
mistake andyou feel Ike havinga good wiige, thenhere's a
word for the wise. Sich errors are easily remedied these
days, so unless you want your bain to en¢ up on tte menu,
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it might be wise to remember that the customer is NOT
alvays right.

The rarge of restaurants for the discerning palate is
quite literally enormous and encompasses styles from every
cerner of th2 globe. No matter which city you are in there
wil always te something to suit your requirements as long
as you are prepared to pay through the nose for the privi-
lege. Everyhing is relative and prices range from around
5JEb per person to closer to 1000Eb. | have a theory that
tte cost of ameal can equated, exponentially, to the amount
o unrecogrizable courses on the menu and quality of the
napkins.

Basket Cases—The Pub Grub

An alternatire to the restaurant is the pub. Basket meals and
the like are as popuiar as ever and most establishments
dfer some orm of catering. If it is traditional British fare that
you want then the humble pub is by far the best bet. Having
sid that, eating in the wrong establishment can be just
dout as dargerous as arguing with a bunch of Jack-knifers.
fising temperatures, an unstable water table and poor qual-
iy control combine to make the lower standard kitchens a
rerfect brexding ground for bacteria. These fast acting tox-
i1s can be sery unpleasant and fatal if not treated property.
Add to this the number of unscrupulous people who are
quite prepaed to sell you off meat or produce and it is obvi-
ous that yos shouid use discretion when choosing where to
tat. As a rue it is best to stick to the pubs that cater specif-
cally to the tourist trade. Such places are easy to spot by
he numbe of union jack hats, “1 escaped the Tower” tee-
shirts and buiging shopping bags. Again, prices vary but
:ange from 20-60Eb per person.
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Food Analyzers and
Supplements

With the above concemns in mind it is no wonder that the tech-
nomongers have come up with a solution. Food analysers come
in the form of a probe connected to either a sub-dermal display
or wrist watch. Simply dip the probe into any food before con-
sumption and wait for the verdict which ranges from
“Unbelievable, it's a miracle!” to “Yuck! Shoot the chef, he's try-
ing to kill you? Though by no means infallable, these cheap and
cheery devices are an essential addition to the travellers survival
kit, and at only around 200Eb they have got to be a sound
investment.

With the standard of water in the UK at the moment it
might also be wise to buy or hire a water purifier. There are many
types to choose from but | recommed Eureka 101 from Crystai
Purification Ltd. At 300Eb to buy, it is slightly more expensive
than you would normally expect to pay but is by far the most
effective. If you cannot afford to buy, hire one instead, charges
start from 10Eb per day plus a small deposit.

If you find yourself in a situation were fresh, hot, food is
unavailable then Chowcaps™ are the thing for you. One capsule,
three imes a day, gives you all you need to keep going until you
can find something more substantial, but be wamed—extended
use can lead to intestinial damage in some cases. Okay as far as
they go and by no means perfect, but at 1Eb for a day’s supply,
who's complaining.

British Food

As mentioned in the Introduction, there are very few foods that
the British can daim as their own and even some of those are
dubious. So, in order not to limit ourselves too much, we shail
now go over the more popular delicacies to be found in the UK

Basket Food: The original power lunch consisting of chips,
chips, chips and still more chips with a sausage, chicken (not a
whole one, you understand) or scampi thrown into the bargain.
Bargain it is at an average of 12Eb, the basket meal probably rep-
resents the best overall value.

Burgers: As you should know by now, you can get these bloody
things everywhere, and all over the couuntry you can find non-
biodegradable polystyrine boxes conatining a mashed up mess
that once claimed to be a fourHegged creature living in a field.
Cover it with a tomato, a piece of lettuce, corchette and wack it
in a bap with some relish, and voila, a culinary masterpiece.
Alright if you like that sort of thing and personally I don't, | much
prefer my meat to at least look like it came from something on
this planet. Still, it could be worse, they could be named after a
place as well, “Tll have the Bognor Special Super Deluxe with
cheddar cheese and a Cumberiand sausage on the side”

Cheese: The Brits have always had a thing for cheeses, well
cheddar anyway, which has become something of a national
institution. There are others, and yes, they are mostly named
after towns and regions, but it is cheddar that reigns supreme
at the top of Britain’s dairy hillock. it is yellow in colour, hard
textured and varies in taste from dry and mild to acidic and bit-
ing, lovely. Aside from cheddar there is Caerphilly, Chershire,
Derby [Tastes fike old hats. Ed.J, Gloucester, Lancashire, Stilton
and Wensleydale. Of these Stilton is perhaps the best and if
you like hard, white cheese fuli of furry blue moid, then you
won't find any better, anywhere in the world. Of course, if none
of the above tickle your fancy, there is always the bizarrely
named Lymeswold, the British version of such creamy imports
as Camembert and dolce latte. If | were you, d stick to the
cheddar, the Queen eats nothing eise. fin public, anyway. Ed.]

Fish ‘N’ Chips: If there is anything that the British can claim as
their very own then this it, still the most popular convenience
food in the nation. There are many outlets for England’s nation-
al dish but there is still only one way to eat it property. Cover
your newspaper-wrapped purchase with rock salt, vinegar and
HP sauce, stand against a lampost on a rainsoaked comer of
Grimsby and enjoy the fuil olfactory and taste experience. It is
cheap, typically 6ED, filling, nutritious and doesn't require any
washing up.

Haggis: Take a sheep’s stomach, stuff it with its heart, lungs
chopped with oatmeal, suet, onion, etc. and boil. Despite what
you might think, this Scottish dish is quite delicious, though |
must admit it is bit of an acquired taste. At around 12Eb per
portion, it is good value for money and as good an excuse as
| can think of knocking back a bottle of mait.

Kebabs: Not of British origin, but has neverless found a home
among the males of Brition. The idea goes like this: if you can
ignore the iumps of God-only-knows-what with spittles up their
arse long enough to order, you consume one (about 10ED) after
quaffing 18-20 pints, probably nearer 6 but we don’t want to
deflate any egos lor anything efse for that matter. EdJ, in order
to induce similtaneous, 40R, projectile vomiting sessions and
general hilarity. An absolute must for anyone who wants to par-
ticipate in that great British tradition, the Friday Night Spray Fight.

Nouvelle Cuisine: An antiquated idea about food from France
based on the emoneous, biologically-impossible theory that
people eat with their eyes. Beautifully presented it may be, but
its small portions and expensive cost make it a no-no in my
book. However, if you've got a wedge in your pocket and like
the idea of a piece of lettuce and sliced camrot arranged to
look like a tree with Dutch Elm disease and you aren't hungry
anyway, then this will do fine.
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Pizzas: This and pasta, | assume, are what he Brits consider
to be the staple diet of all italians. Well marbe; like most tra-
ditional foods it has its ups and downs. Ifyou don’t mind a
piece of well-baked dough that's has beentossed around in
sweaty hands and stuck to the ceiling a few times, then try
this. The advantage is that can choose any number of inter-
esting toppings to your own personal tasteand on the whole
they are reasonably priced at around 20EL.

Sausages: Whether it be in the guise of “Bangers and
Mash” or “Toad in the Hole" the humble 3ritish sausage is
one of the finest in the world. The spicy, fragrant
Cumbertand, veal-laced Oxford [Not mere bloody place
names! Ed.] or the mutton-filled Aberdeen, are all wonder-
full and respresent the upside. On the dcwnside there are
the cheaper alternatives which rank with the kebab as a pri-
mary cause of food poisioning. 1 think it was Orwell who
said “..When the bangers are off, somethhg is rotten in the
state of England..” How right you were, George, but that
does not stop this from being one of he most popuiar
foods in the U.K. Ranging from 3 to 30Eb per pound, they
are easily affordable.

The Sunday Roast: The focal point of the 3ritish week is the
traditional sunday roast. The whole family congregates at the
ancestral home—or more than likely the two up-two down
hovel that passes for it—and eagerly awats the product of
mother’s toils. Take a hunk of animal, roastto taste with pota-
toes, and serve with millions of vegatables and the appropri-
ate sauce. Serve in massive portions with vast quantities of
alcohol then fall asleep in front of the socter match to sleep
it off. Price variable.

The Best of the Rest

Of the rest, perhaps the old, reliable Virdaioo curries are
most worthy of note. Like the Turkish <ebab, the Indian
curry has found a special place in heartsof the British peo-
ple. There is nothing quite like rolling aut of the pub and
staggering headlong for the nearest Tardori and choking
down a plate of tooth-numbing, super-heated (and poorly
disguised) turbo-laxative. The Anglo-Saon intestinal tract
was not designed for such riches and on any weekend
morning the dawn chorus is regularly shattered by the
sound of a million cheek-burning bowel movements as the
hung-over masses are quickly reminded of the previous
night's indiscretions. Because of its poputarity the “British-
Indian curry” is probably the best that you'll taste outside of
India itself, and at between 30 and 90Eb per person, is an
absoulte must for any who have a desire to experience the
real thing.
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Drink

Now this is a compietely cifferent subject. A word of warning
for those whc have never experienced British alcohol: this
stuff will probibly kill you If there is a rival to the German’s
claim as the test brewers in the world, then it is Britain. As
for spirits ther: is no contest, British is best.

Ales: There aie far too many to go into to here but don't let
ignorance putyou off, whzn it comes to slapping a few hops
about the Brits are amongthe best. There are some absouite
gems to be sampled, espzcially in the semi-peaceful villages
of the countnside but be warned, some are more effective
than the aforzmentioned curry, if you know what { mean.
Prices vary dependent wpon the region but anything less
than SEb for i pint should be considered a good deal.

Unlike most, the British breweries, well at least the small
ones, allow the yeast to ferment on the top and leave the
beer to matur in old oakcasks. This gives ale the distinctive
smooth, nutty taste that baves the knowledgeable drooling
with pleasure it is unfortinate that this traditionai art is now
in somewhat of a decline.The big brewers prefer a more sta-
ble, listless pioduct and shoot it about with electric pumps
and carbon doxide. Oneby one, the independents are find-
ing it harder and harder ‘o compete with the giants, leaving
the great Britsh real ale on the brink of collapse. Enter the
Campaign for Real Ale ((AMRA) which has been lobying on
behalf of the small brewe’ for some time. From its quiet roots
as the closeg male equivelent to the “feminst movement”
CAMRA is acopting a mere aggressive stance in a last des-
perate effortto save the industry from extinction. | hope
they win!

Cider: Now tis particuia little apple concotion is a definite
must for the hardened crinker. If you're smart though, you
will never goand see how they make some of the stuff. The
Ye Olde Comish and Smerset scrumpies are based on
recipes that nake allowaces for the odd rat drowning in the
vats. Lord knews what it does to your insides, but if you want
to find yourself stark naked, face down in a gutter at 3am and
not knowing anything—:part from the fact that you must
have a damn good time, then this is the cyanide-tipped tip-
ple for you. & to 7Eb pes pint.

Lager: Know the woridover for its ability to take a group of
normally stable teenages and turn them into a rampaging
mab, lager isthe nationa drink of the young. Cheap it isn't at
around 7Eb per pint but cheery it certainly is; if you consider
a drink thatlowers your 1.Q. to that of a tabloid joumnalist
cheery. Mos! of the British lagers are at best gassy, bloating
and at worst dam right awful. One thing though, in a mind-
expanding beak from tadition they are very rarely named
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after anywhere on the U.K mainland. If you want my advice,
stick to the imported variety (Unless it's that nutless Mexican
rubbish. Ed.J, they may cost a buck or so more, but at least
your taste buds won't foliow your brain cells into the pit of
oblivion.

Tea/Coffee: Most people swore off these in the late 90's due
to the caffeine heaith scare, but with what could kill you these
days, | say “Sod it!" drink it anyway. One thing though, uniess
you're using bottled water, get a purifier. Even boiling can't kill
some of the weird and wonderful microbes that are to be
found in the tap supplies.

Whiskey or Whisky: First things first, if you ever have the
occasion to spell the word in front of a Scot or an Irishman,
make sure you use the right speiting; whisky for Scotland.
Secondly, never order an Irish whiskey in Scotland or vice
versa. Third, don't show ignorance by asking for a mixer or
ice, especially if you are drinking malt. Failure to observe the
three simpie rules couid have grave and possibly terminai
repercussions, unless of course, you are a woman.

As for the stuff itself, what can one say, but—nectar.
There are literaily hundreds of different brands to choose
from and each has its own particular character. There are
the blends, delicately balanced combinations of the finest
quality, and there are the maits, pure, silky-smooth, plea-
sure-giving perfection. Prices vary considerably between
the two, from around 4Eb for a shot of blend, to 10Eb for a
shot of a good malt. At 12Eb per shot, the 15 year old
Glenlivet is probably my own personai favorite. [Bloody
sassench! £d.

For those of you used to com liquors, the 80 proof
(40%) label may put you off and give you the missinformed
idea that you can whack it back like water. Having sampled
both, | have come to the come to the conclusion that the
British distilleries use a different scale than the rest of the
planet. if you do treat this stuff like the tocal water, it will have
exactly the same effect — namely, it will probably kill you. On
the upside, if you do actually survive, at least you'll have a
brain left in the moming. Highly recommended.

The Rest: Apart from those listed above, Britain, as a nation
of hop-heads, is home to just about every form of alcohol
known to man and a few that defy classification. So no mat-
ter what your favorite tipple is, you can rest assured that
you'll be able to find it here. If, by some weird quirk in the
space time-continum, you can't, then tell the local publicans
and they wilt move Heaven and Earth to get it. Just imagine
that, a brew that none of the punters have heard of. That
means | can stick a poxy piece of lime in it, call it something
like Cripplecrock and charge them a bloody fortune”
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Pubs and Clubs

Nostalgia is big business in the UK. of the 21st Century and
just about every club you enter is themed upon some peri-
od which is dubiously refered to as the “good old days” This
is not surprising. If there is anything the Brits like better than
looking backwards, it is dressing up. At the moment the 80's
are big: bleached biond hairdressers with white stillettos,
handbags and bottled tans accompanied by shades-wearing
“Miami Vice" look-alikes, all hoping to bump into David Icke.
(Some sad git who thought he was the Son of God. Ed.] So if
you want to do a bit of impromptu time-travelling than you
wiil have pienty of scope for experimentation here. If, on the
other hand you want to find out what is going on today then
you had better try a pub.

The live music, youth and fashion scenes are all pretty
much concentrated in the pubs and private member’s hails.
This is where the 20’s pulse is strongest and the best piace
to find out what is happening in the now. Be warned, the
patrons of such places do not warm easily to strangers {You
seen American Werewolf in London? £d.J so if you see a guy
standing at the back with a grenade launcher and a pissed-
off pitbull, I'd scarper if | were you... With that said, don’t be
put off, if you stay cool and keep a low profile you won't be
bothered, and remember, it is not the bikes outside, but the
bikers inside that you have to worry about and they're (to
quote Dougias Adams), “mostly harmiess”

MUuUsIC AND THE ARTS

The UK has been in the forefront of popular music for nigh
on seventy years now. The country that gave the world the
Beatles, the Stones, Elton John and Queen carries on domi-
nating the airwaves of the world in a way that seems way out
of context with its population.

Unlike the U.S,, a specific type of music is not associated
with a certain location (Nashville for country, Chicago for blues
etc) although certain cities seem especially adept at produc-
ing poputar bands (these are Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield
and, Birmingham) with no one type dominating their output.

The resurgence of the Nomadic way of life along with a
return to a more feudal system in the countryside has sparked
off a revival of the more ancient forms of music. This hankering
for a bygone age of music has also led to a resurgence for many
pirate radio stations playing music from the sixties and seventies
with bands like Pink Floyd and Yes still enjoying huge success.

In the cities the music has a harder edge to it which accu-
rately mirrors life in the cities. Heavy rock, garage and indie still
flourishes. Some groups have combined many of the various
styles to great effect.

Ever since the brief flowering of punk rock in the late
1970's, British music has always had a strong political ele-
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ment and today is no exception—indeed, it is due to such
bands as Society and The Long Riders that the recent
changes gathered pace. Society (who have since disap-
peared) were the first to tour the country as part of the
underground movement, playing free gigs where they could,
or setting up their own illegal radio station where they
couldn’t. Their songs attacked British society in general and
are very popular among those that refuse to belong. After
the Restoration they continued in the same vein claiming that
only the titles had changed (not the actual government),
adding to their fist of targets the Corporations; who they saw
as the new MLA. This annoyed those Corps who until then
had tolerated Society as a means to an end, and in some
cases actually aided their avoidance of the MLA. Now the
group not only had the military after them but also Corporate
hit squads, along with various solos, as a bounty was placed
on their heads. Their concerts became few and far between
and Society haven't been heard of for over eighteen months.
As with any case like this, various rumors are flying around;
most deal with the ways that the group was disposed of.
Others say that the group is stili going and is planning a
comeback gig.

CYBERPUNK 2.0.2.0

The Long Riders, taking their name from the legendary
James Gang, also toured all over the UK but seemed more
adept at moving about—one day they could piay in Penzance
the next in Sheffield. At the time this ability was not questioned
due the lack of communication, but many have since started
to question this. One theory is that the Long Riders were not
so much a group as a movement that consisted of many dif-
ferent lineup’s all over the country—this could explain why the
MLA never caught them despite having a much higher profile
than Society.

Others have suggested corporate backing for the group,
again citing its astonishing ability to move quickly. These rumor
mongers have gone on to claim that the Long Riders use sub-
liminal messages on their albums suggesting that we should
bow down and live the good Corporate life. They go on to sug-
gest that this is taken a stage further at their huge live gigs and
claim that people are slowly brainwashed with a combination
of gases, lights and subliminal messages on both backing and
video tapes. The Long Riders have refused to comment on this
and all other rumors that follow them around.

Sampling is still rife and the various media Corps con-
tinually try to crack down; aithough they have succeeded in

"DATASCREEN > &




ROUGH

eradicating it from the main radio stations, their attempts to
stop it on the myriad Pirate stations is not meeting with a
great deal of success.

Another method of selling your music is via the Net, as
many computers have CD quality sound on them. For a
nominal fee you can have a song sent to you via the Net.
You can then run the song from your hard disk or just down-
load it to a DAT tape or an optical disk and play it in you own
hi-fi. This has brought about a very specialized form of
‘Runner—the Sampler. They break into the media Corps’ var-
ious data banks looking for stuff they can use in a song—it
could come from the latest hit sittcom on BBC1 or the latest
number one from Talking Sticks. These ‘runners mainly work
on their own but one or two are now employed by some of
the larger groups to steal demo disks from their rivais. One
such case involved a ‘runner for Steel City “acquiring” a
demo disk for Blue Streak’s latest single. He then down-
loaded it to their own disk and changed all relevant dates.
The group then embellished the song and called in their
lawyers. This piece of quick thinking enabled Steel City to
successfully sue Blue Streak for infringement of copyright,
claiming they wrote the song first!

Another element of British pop culture is the street
poet. This subculture was made popular in the late 1970's
and early 1980's by such people as John Cooper Clarke
and Attita the Stockbroker and that tradition carried on
through the MLA's dictatorship. Even harder to trace than
a group, single performers wouid just turn up anywhere—a
high street, a shopping mall or at a concert and start per-
forming. The greatest of these—the legendary Christie—
even had the gall to perform his famous poem about the
Isle of Wight Prison, Wight Wino, at Speaker's Comner in
the center of London. This feat placed him at the top of the
MLA's most wanted list of political subversives along with
Society and has endeared him to a great many people
(including those who don’t necessarily agree with his polit-
ical views but just admire his steely nerve). Little has been
heard of Christie since the Restoration. As with Society and
the Long Riders, many rumours are flying around the most
interesting of which is a huge free gig at Finsbury Park
along with Sodety sometime in the Summer. If this hap-
pens be there a ail costs—it would be a day to remember
{just be ready to leave very quickly should the authorities
get nasty).

The charts themseives, as they are run by the Corps
(they deny it of course), tend to be conservative with all sorts
of styles featured at various times.

The rest of the arts are facing an uncertain future. The
many orchestras up and down the country such as the
London Philharmonic and the Halle are facing a cut in fund-
ing along with many of the provincial theatres. All the arts
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flourished under the MLA in keeping with most totalitarian
governments—it give them an air of respectability you see.
The trouble is that while the Corps would like to gamer their
own air of superiority no one wants to foot the bill. Many
campaigns have started trying to keep the various institu-
tions going, some are turning nasty—witness the recent

ination of the Mini for Arts at the renaming cere-
mony for the Arts Directorate.

Many other artists are just leaving Britain for other coun-
tries in the E.C. in an artistic brain drain, and many countries
{such as France) are foving every minute of it claiming that
the British are a race lacking in artistic talent. If that's the
case how come a large part of the Paris art movement is
actually British?

TOP TEN ALBUMS {as compiled
by British Media Research
Bureau)

1) Sex WitH YOUR Ex—THE STILETTOS *xx

The oldies revival continues with this latest compilation of the
mega-group’s early career. Smart and sassy rock with a killer
image (check out the singer—who needs bio-sculpting?).
Absolutely Tart-tastic mates!

3) THE LONG RoAD BACK—THE LONG RIDERS
8 .24

The latest offering from the controversial darlings of the
Restoration movement. Have they lost that hard edge? Yes. Is
it bad? No. They have matured into thoughtfut lyricists, how-
ever it is not their best.

3) Saucy JACK/SONGS IN D MINOR—VARIOUS
ARTISTS *

The tribute to Tufnel & St Hubbins (who both died in a bizarre
gardening accident at Tufnel’s retirement home in Scotland)
continues to sell well, Why?

4) TALKING STICKS—TALKING STICKS
Imaginatively titled third album from the Manchester-based

folk rock band. Nice solid, dependable stuff and not a song
about the potato famine.

5) HeapLesS—HEADLESS**

First studio disk from the new masters of industrial thrash. O.X.
but do these guys sound like the Ministry to you?
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6) I'vE FounDp CARRIE—CUIFF RICHARD *

Yep. another recording from the Peter Pan of Pop. The granny
market are lapping it up, and doesn't he look marvellous at
nearly ninety without a trace of Biosculpting? Yeah right.

7) LiBERTY’S FLIGHT—LOVE, DEATH AND
PHILOSOPHY *%xx

Out on the Connoisseur label yet another compilation this time
from the mid-nineties prog rockers. Excellent songs—head and
shoulders above the rest

8) | PLAY THE SONGS—RICHARD PLAYDOMANN *

Yet another entry for the granny market this time from the
master of the piano, nice sweater and cheesy grin. Come back
Sacha Distel, all is forgiven.

9) Now THAT'S WHAT | CaLL Music! #134—
VARIOUS ARTISTS ***

Another compilation of the latest chart hits. Great for parties
and for the car stereo.

10) EVERYTHING, INCLUDING THE KITCHEN
SINK—VARIOUS ARTISTS *%xx

Yet another compilation (is Christmas coming or what?) this
time of the hottest rave sounds. its all here—House, Garage,
Kitchen and Bedroom (my favorite...) Excellent for those mini-
raves where you can't be asked to do your own mixing.

Although it would be useful for this book to explain many slang
words used in the British Isles, it would, in fact, need another work
of comparable size to do the subject justice. Slang is very locai-
ized and can vary enormously from town to town, and from the
city center to the countryside that may only be three miles away.

Some British slang words have been around for centuries
white others can come and go in the space of a few scant
years as the fashion changes (witness the fad for
“Waynespeak” in the early nineties). As such, it is advisable for
visitors to the UK to stick to the Queen’s English and try not
to use any siang words until you know exactly what they mean
in that area—for example, the word “fag” can mean someone
of homosexual proclivity, a cigarette, or someone who is
employed to do a menial task—depending on who you speak
to. You have been wamed. Remember to engage your brain
before putting your mouth into gear!
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Soccer

Still the number one game in the United Kingdom, and no
cyberware is allowed. Crowd violence still exists outside
games, but trouble inside games has been all but eradicat-
ed due to the installation of automatic guns. Any distur-
bance in a section is met by ultimate force. A cyber -
enhanced version (close to combat soccern) also exists, but
the pull of the old clubs such as Leeds, Liverpooi and
Manchester Utd, has not diminished.

Most of the old football league teams folded over the
years due lack of finances—it was bad enough updating the
grounds during the 90's but to install a security system as
wanted by the Sporting Directorate of the MLA just proved
too costly. Some of the teams still survive, but as feeder
teams to those big teams in the Championship League. This
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league contains the famous ofd clubs of English soccer
along with certain Scottish clubs (Glasgow Rangers, Ceitic,
Aberdeen, Dundee United and Hearts). Obviously a league
of this nature has a good deal of grudge matches (Rangers-
Celtic, Leeds-Manchester Utd. etc.) and on those days secu-
rity is extremely tough.

American Football

The country has two NFL franchises—the London Ravens
and the Glasgow Lions. The NFL has been shrewd enough
to continue to schedule games on Sundays so that clashes
with the soccer league (in both senses of the word) can be
avoided. A semipro league also exists with the leading
team being the Bournemouth Buccaneers. This semipro
league still plays the old eleven-man-a-side version of the
game.

Horse Racing

Stilt very popular up and down the country, but with a few
changes. The main changes invoive drugs and the use of the
whip. Firstly, drugs—the Jockey Club’s ability to keep on top
of the doping of horses was always one step behind that of
the crooks’ ability to drug that horse. In the end they simply
gave up and opened up the sport of kings to all types of
drugs that enhance performance. Obviously crooks still use
drugs that will restrict a horse’s showing and this cocktail of
various drugs severely curtails a horse’s career.

For a while in the mid-90's the Jockey Club curtailed
the use of the whip on horses but again this was hard to
enforce—how could you define what was excessive use of
the whip? There were only two courses of action left to
them either ban the whip completely or aliow a free use of
the whip. The jockeys would never give up use of the whip,
so the latter course was chosen. Nowadays, however, the
whip is used not only on the horse but also on opposing
jockeys if they get too close. In the more Ceitic areas
where buggy racing has a hold, this has resulted in races
looking like the classic Ben Hur chariot contest where fatal-
ities are common.

Horse racing still encompasses both the Flat and
National Hunt (a race over fences) seasons with each being
very popular with their proponents. Many National Hunt
courses now have automated fences that allow the steward
to vary the height of the fence depending on the race
requirements (some races allow the heights to be changed
during the course of the race).

Security at many courses is similar to that at league soc-
cer grounds so don't cause any trouble, even if you have just
lost 200 quid.
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Golf

Golf is still played by a very great number of people—espe-
cially the Scots (after all, they invented it) and the game has
changed very little except that those playing with cyber-
limbs or chips are supposed to register them first. Once
this is done the level of cyberware is assessed and a penal-
ty is ADDED to that persons score (just imagine a John
Daly type with a stronger cyberarm and a neural processor
that helps maintain the best possible swing). Players were
regularly driving the green on holes of 500 yards or more
and therefore scores were becoming ridiculously low—
something had to be done. Therefore the Royal and
Ancient Golf Club came up with a new, revised handicap
system to allow people to play each other no matter what
their cyberware. Some golf clubs have built monster cours-
es of ten thousand yards or more for the cyberwareer
rather than add or subtract shots. These courses are few
and far between, but as the usage of cyberware increases

: then perhaps the number of courses catering for that type

of player will increase in number.
Cricket

Cricket has split into two forms (very much like rugby Union
and League). One is very much the classic English game stilf
played the world over in such places as India, Pakistan and
Australia. The other is professional Cyberleague where fast
bowlers use their cyberarms to catch out the batsmen, who,
with their smart-linked bats and targeting scopes are trying
to smash the ball for six runs—not a game for the purist
although the rules are very much the same.

Caveball

A highly lethal variant of ice hockey and gaelic footbait
that is establishing itself as the most popular arena sport
in the UK. It's got everything, violence, blood, fast, explo-
sive action and frequent, messy deaths. it is the sport of
the ghetto and is threatening to steal supporters from the
soccer clubs.

Each team can have six players on the field and can only
subsitute personei following an injury or death. There are
three runners or “footmen” two motorcyclists or “knights”
and a goatkeeper or “caveman. Like most such games the
object is to score goals and to prevent your opponents from
doing the same. The one who score most wins, Apart from
that the rules are far too complicated to go into here but it is
enough to say that the referee passes judgment from the
safety of an armored observation booth that is suspended
above the arena. For more information contact the British
Caveball League office in London.

CvBERCRICKET

METROPLEXES,
CONURBATIONS AND
SpraAVLS IN 2022

Introduction

The whole country is in the throes of change and nowhere is
that more obvious than in the sprawling urban nightmares
that cover large areas of this land. So why is the United
Kingdom one of the most urbanized countries in the world?

It ali started in the 80’s when the British government of
the time decided to set up City Action Teams (CAT's) to coor-
dinate government urban development programs and to
regenerate the degraded infrastructure of the inner cites.
These bureaucratic teams were designed to make sure that
the millions that the govemnment poured into the cities was
spent for the good of the people. But as you can probably
guess, many of the eight CAT's members were more inter-
ested in what this new scheme could do for them.
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Because the 80's were a bad time for the property market,
the big players were falling over each other trying to get them-
selves awarded the fat, juicy government contracts that the
CAT's were empowered to give out. Corruption meant the com-
pany that could give the biggest back-hander got the contract
The allocated money was mostly spent on developing new
urban areas and extending the already existing areas of subur-
bia, whereas only a small amount was spent on regenerating
the run-down, inner-city districts. The knock-on effect of this
was that more and more decay set in, and slums became
widespread, At the same time the money that was being
poured into new developments meant that the city boundaries
were eating further and further into the so-called “green belt".

As time passed, the media now and again tumed up stories
of the urban ghettos. Areas like Mossside in Manchester once
again came to public attention. While crime figures steadily rose,
including a horrific rise in firearm-related crime, the govemment
looked on, worried about their public image. Nothing quite gets
a politician's bowels moving like a downward trend in the opin-
ion polis. So, after one media scandal too many, the wheels of
power moved again, only to make a very profound mistake.
They set up the eleven Urban Development Corporations, the
purpose of which was to reverse the ever increasing levels of
large-scale urban dedline. The first two to be established were
London Docklands Reclamation Project, and Merseyside UDC.
By the early nineties the Docklands Development Corporation
had received £1.1 billion in government grants and secured pri-
vate investments in excess of £8.5 billion.

The UDCs, while in the process of reclaiming massive
areas of land, created thousands of jobs. This was made very
easy with all the aid that the government gave the UDC's: huge
tax concessions, simplified planning requests and a reduction
in the amount of paperwork they had to compiete in order to
initiste any new development. The upshot of this was, of
course, that UDC profits soared. Within five years of their cre-
ation, the Corporations had amassed large reserves of capital
and began to look outside their immediate spheres of business
and influence for other products and services into which they
could expand. It was only a matter of time before the eleven
UDC's clashed with each other. Initially this took the form of fair-
ly standard business practices, but escalated in late 2009 into
a covert war between the Docklands and Merseyside UDC's.
At the end of the following year a number of mysterious explo-
sions destroyed several Merseyside UDC installations, and in
2011 The Docklands Reclamation Project merged with the four
remaining independent LDC's to form the Equinox Corp...

it was to the advantage of the Martial Law Authorities to
keep the inhabitants of the country in Jarge groups. The controi
of the people virtually relied on the vast urban sprawis that had
spread like cancer across the face of Britain. The abject pover-
ty and crime was partially controlled by the MLA but not total-

ly eradicated, as it gave the masses something to keep them
occupied while the military consolidated its hold over the
whole of the country.

But that ime has passed. Now a democratic(?} government
is back in power and they have to look after their image again.
However, the state of the cities—both inner and outer—is unbe-
lievable because after twenty years of neglect, poverty, disease,
famine, rioting and open warfare the streets of Britain are a dan-
gerous place to be...even during the hours of daylight.

So here is a brief guide to the Metroplexes of the UK.
Player's contacts have been omitted simply because they are
too numerous to mention.

| For more on the Law Codes, see pages 19-20. |

Southerm Welsh
Conurbation [pop 670k
139.2 sq miles)

Law CopE 5-1+4

Compared to the other major conurbations this place is clean,
beautiful and friendly. There are some parts of this place that
are really quite pleasant. You will find large, high quality hous-
ing projects and community services strategically placed near
small conservation areas. Even the slums are home to a better
class of rodent.

You will find life a litle quiet as there is a large police pres-
ence in the SWC. The police contract in the SWC is held by
Allied Resources Security. ARS's presence is due to the fact that
they have their Corporate head office in the SWC {plus they
own around three quarters of the area). They are also the
conurbation’s biggest employer and like to look after their iow-
paid, and thus valuable, work force.

Other points of interest in the SWC incdlude the Sevem
Estuary Tidal Barmrier (this multi-billion pound instatiation was
constructed in record time in 2017 and is a popular tourist
attraction), and the recently built Queen Victoria Il Bridge,
which replaces the old Sevem Bridge that was destroyed by
Weish nationalists in 2019. The new bridge is guarded by
British Combined Forces PLC. There have been a few flare-ups
with the nationalists over the last two years, but the poorly
armed radicals were soon quashed by either British Combined
Forces or Allied Resources Security.

As far as trouble goes there isn't very much of it around this
area. If you're looking for a rumble, then you are looking in the
wrong city. The only known gang operating in this area are the
Grail Guild. From what | know of them they seem to be a quasi-
religious clan that don the apparei of knights of yesteryear. They
have a fierce animosity with the Round Table Knights from the
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Bristol Metro. Fights infrequently take place in parts of the conur-
bation, and Guildsmen go “questing” for the RTK and Pendragons
(see pg. 52) in the hills and valleys surrounding the SWC.

If you want any illicit goods during your stay, you can try to
attend one of the rare black market auctions in the abandoned
castle at Pembroke. These infrequent events only happen when
a passing pirate or smuggling ship has excess cargo and wish-
es to make some extra cash. Once the serious business of buy-
ing and selling is completed, an almost party atmosphere usu-
ally sets in (BCF and ARS permitting, naturally) and you can
often pick up useful snippets of information you'd be unlikely to
hear elsewhere—as long as you stay sober.

Getting around the SWC is easy as there are no ground
travel restrictions, but you may find that certain air sectors are
controlled by Allied Resources Security, so make sure that you
log all flight ptans with them. Public transport is cheap and effi-
cient and the related crime rate is only 3.5%. Average costs are
one pound per mile. :

As far as accommodations are concemed there are plen-
ty of boarding houses, bed and breakfasts and youth hostels.
For bed and board at a basic place, you can expect to pay
between 10 and 20Eb per night.

London Metro (pop
g956bk 1276.1 sq miles)

Although it is the capital of the UK, London is only the second
largest conurbation in the UK, but having said that, it is the
most diverse; from the almost Euro-style West End and the
ultratight security of the Cities of London & Westminster (the
corporate and government capitals respectively) to the flooded
East End (which looks as if its gone through a time warp back
to the Middle Ages). If, as a discering cyberpunk, you are look-
ing for action, then this is the place for you. Most visitors to
Britain intending to go to London or the South arrive at the new
Bigglesworth Aerospace Port

There follows a description of each of the major zones of
the capital, including areas of interest and potential meeting
places should you need to cultivate any contacts.

Central London (the City of
Westminster and the City of
London)

Law Cope 5-1+2

The City of London (usually known simply as the City) is the
Corporate hub of Europe and arguably the world. Any Corp that
thinks it's an international entity has some sort of representation
here. it has changed very little in appearance over the last two

hundred years due to many of the buildings being protected as
they have a unique place in British history. Of course, many
Corps wanted new, ergonomically-designed buildings that gave
them the optimum amount of space and so the Docklands
were renovated for this very reason. Unfortunately, the bomb-
ing of the Thames Barrier put most of that area under water, so
a lot of the Corps want to move back to the City, bringing about
a clash of interests. New buildings can now be built as long as
they fit in with the surrounding architecture. (Or if you pay the
government enough, maybe they don't)

If you haven't got Corp {D, then forget It. You just won't get
into the City, let alone get around. The Corps and the military
have this whole zone under compiete control. No ground vehi-
cles or aircraft are allowed in this area without Corp ID. Anyone
caught driving in the City without ID clearance must therefore,
by definition, be doing so illegally, and no amount of protesta-
tions of innocence/ignorance wilt prevent summary execution.
if, however, you do have Corp ID, you can expect to find your-
self in surroundings not dissimilar to those of 2 1st Century Paris.
To most ‘punks this place will make them think that they have
died and gone to hell. The streets are clean, there are no drunk-
en bodies lying in the gutter, and no graffiti sprayed on the walls.
(Strictly speaking the latter is not true, but the offending artist is
very quickly either in a maximum security hoiding pen to await
a stay at Her Majesty’s pleasure on the isle Of Wight, or, if he
resists, very dead! The place even smells nice! Gleaming tow-
ers rise majestically from the executive-filled streets.

This is the true seat of power in the country. All the major
international Corps have a Headquarters in London. But the
biggest buildings in this zone belong to: the Hilliard Corp, British
Combined Forces pic, Imperiai Metropolitan Agriculture, the
European Bank (the Glistening Bank), BarclayDeutsche, and the
Equinox Corp. These buildings look more like huge palaces
than Corporate headquarters.

Getting around is pleasant due to the new showcase Tram
system used to replace the mostly defunct underground and
rail system (for further information, see the section on Travel).

The City of Westminster contains the various government
offices inciuding the Houses of Parliament and diverse
Ministerial buiidings where, it is said, the Civil Service actually
runs the country and not the government (who just like to think
they do).

Apart from the British government, many other countries
also have representation in the City of Westminster through
their various embassies and legations. As the Troubles wors-
ened, many countries closed down their regional consulate
offices around the UK. and therefore London is the only place
where help for visitors can be obtained.

As can be imagined, security in this part of the City of
Westminster is extremely tight and any kind of trouble is dealt
with most severely.
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An area of Westminster where security isn't as tight is the
West End. This is where the nightlife is—the place is teeming
with pubs, clubs and theaters. If you've got the money, then
they've got the fun, as everything here is very pricey. The
West End is an amalgamation of Euro-Chic and Night City piz-
zazz offering everything the young Corporate playboy can
possibly want in a night out.

As a result of the Arts drain to Europe most of the Theatres
now deal with mainstream, audience-pleasing shows as
demonstrated by the Garrick Theatre's record breaking Tribute
to Lioyd-Webber season highlighted by the World Premiere of
his last work; Dogs. Other successful shows include Five Gals
Named Maureen (@ show about a 1960's soul group), The
Merchant of Venus (an updated Shakespearian parody), and
The Mousetrap (an Agatha Christie whodunit which has now
been running for nigh-on seventy years).

Theatres in the West End include the Apollo, Dominion,
the Comedy theatre, London Palladium, and the Shaftesbury.
There are a few others, but many fell on hard times during the
tenure of the MLA and have since re-opened as night clubs
or shopping mails.

Major night clubs include the Hippodrome (which
attracts the lower Corporate classes), Anabel's (only minor
Royalty and above, Corporate elite and their guests, etc. need
apply), and Fantasia—a venue where the suits and ties can act
out their rockerboy fantasies with the aid of the latest virtual
reality and braindance equipment, or simply get trashed on
exclusive imported drinks and designer drugs. These clubs
are not for the Edgerunners among you!

In complete contrast we have...

The East End
Law Cope 0-5-1

Now if Central London is a cyberpunk's idea of hell, this place
is heaven. Most of this part on London has been flooded
since the bombing of the Thames Flood Barrier (to which no
less than seven separate terrorist groups claimed responsi-
bility), and thus is officially abandoned with no residents. But
we can show you several thousand people who'll tell you that
the East End is theirs and always will be. The unwanted dregs
of our society thrive in this environment. Unfortunately, it is a
very dangerous place to be; if the river pirates don't get you
then the numerous diseases probably will. So as a precau-
tionary note take as many jabs as you can before you start
wading through the large cesspool that is the East End.

The major form of employment in this area is smuggling
and counterfeiting. River smugglers and pirates can be occa-
sionally spotted in their longboats. But whatever you do don't be
tempted to try and interfere with what they are doing, because
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they consider themselves to be one large family—pick a fight
with one of them, you pick a fight with all of them. Do not take
this warning lightly—! have known many people to just disappear
after pushing their luck once too often (or, indeed, just once).

The upshot of ail this smuggling is that the imported
goods cause the East End to be one of the best places in the
country to buy whatever you want. The only drawback to this
is that you will have to go down into the Underground to buy
it! Most of the Underground lines that ran through the East
End were flooded; the parts that weren't have become home
to the black marketeers.

These desperate people aren’t worried about what they
sell or to whom they sell it. The only thing that they worry
about is someone going down there and trying to stop them
from making money. They have taken plenty of precautions to
prevent this. It is believed that even the military and police
have given up sending troops down there, as they all seem to
get lost and never come back to the surface.

Enterprising imports from abroad include cyberware,
weapons, drugs, slaves and some say, even spies or
Corporate execs—so no matter what it is you are looking for,
you will find someone in the Underground who will have what
you want or will get it for you at the right price. A word of
warning: the traders don't always want money, sometimes a
favor or promise can get results—but be careful to what you
agree. The most open place to go is the huge subsurface
market that never closes. Situated in the tunneis and on the
platforms of the old Whitechape! Underground station, this is
the best place to get anything you want.

The other point of interest in the East End is the
Docklands Free Fire Zone. This area was once the pride of the
Equinox Corporation, but after the destruction of the Thames
Barrier, this once-prosperous area fell to the raging hordes.
Now all that's left are the bumnt-out shells of the vast tower
blocks where commerce once thrived. Organized crime has
made this piace its headquarters. The Firm watches what is
going on in the capital and wages its wars against the
“Outsiders” from its many hideouts here. Don't be caught any-
where near this place when the London boys have a scrap
with the Nabobs (an historical posergang; such scraps are-
highly popular and televized events).

South London
Law Cope 5-2-3

South of the Thames is what can only be described as an area
on the brink of war. There is still enforced ghettoization in cer-
tain areas, like Brixton, in which large numbers of immigrants
and London’s poorer residents are forced to live. Non-native
organized crime is rife here. And sometimes when two fac-
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tions meet the body count can rise to well over a hundred.
This is a very dangerous part of town for unprepared visitors
to go, so if you insist on sampling the dubious pleasures of
the ghettos, then do so only if you're tooled up in a big way.

Nightlife in this area caters for the less upwardly mobile
of London’s residents. Among the more notable ciubs you
can find are Damage, a post-punk/death metal venue where
the most vital piece of equipment is a pair of heavy-duty ear
plugs, The Last Resort But One which tends to be frequent-
ed by devotees of doom-laden electropop, and Fantazia.
(Note the spelling: this is as opposed to Fantasia in the West
End, and is a rip-off of said smart venue, offering the same
VR and braindance delights but with far more primitive facii-
ities in an uncontroiled environment—you jack in at your
own risk!}

What'’s Left of London
Law Cope 5-+4

The vast majority of London consists of tightly-packed resi-
dential areas. These areas vary in their overall attractive-
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ness. Of course this depends on the finances of their inhab-
itants. The northern parts tend to be better off (apart from
the extreme northeast which suffers from its close proximi-
ty to East Anglia) and so the area is better policed. Most of
West London is taken up for housing for the British
Combined Forces personnel and their families as part of the
HCMZ (Home Counties Military Zone, see BCF section
pg.26, for more detail). As such, security here is very tight
so don't cause any trouble—even if you think you can get
away with it.

The major venues for sport and music in London tend
to be located centrally and include the Wembley Complex,
consisting of the stadium (used, as ever, for sporting inter-
nationals and domestic finals, and major rock tours), the
arena {a smailer rock venue and adaptable for indoor sport-
ing events—the first National Cavebali Championship took
place here in 2017), the Conference Center (Corporate con-
ferences, major political events and the like) and the
London Wembiey HoloPark, where you can go and live out
your fantasies of being a warrior or a wizard in a carefully-
controlled *live-action Role Playing Game” using the latest in
robotics and hologram technology.
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One other site of note includes the Town And Country
Club (recently re-opened, a smaller venue but used by
maijor rock acts to warm up before embarking on full-scale
tours).

Bristol Metro {pop 518k
169.2 sq miles)

Law Cope 5-2-(3)4

This was once a very beautiful part of the country, but now
most of this area is flooded due to the effects of global
warming. Although the area is known for its farming there is
quite a large Corporate concentration. The Corp zone is the
second biggest in the country (after London of course).
Nearly all the major Finance and Banking Corps have a cen-
ter here. This is because of the Major Access road between
here and London allowing safe transit of goods to and from
these two metroplexes. As most of the area through which
the M4 runs is part of the Home Counties Military Zone, the
motorway has been well maintained at the insistence of
British Combined Forces, plc.

The main sources of revenue are farming and the port
facilities. There is also a considerable amount of money
made due to smuggling.

Many of the Nomad packs, especially the Rats and the
Ravens, like to hang out in Bristol when things get too hot in
London. If you see any street entertainers performing while
you are here then the chances are that they belong to either
of these packs, but their particular form of entertainment and
the effects it has on the surrounding community are not
always welcome by the authorities.

Many of the Hong Kong refugees that have been
rehoused from London are now taking making large profits
from the cultivation of rice in the wet lowiands outside the
metro area. They have organized themseives into rough
townships buiit on pylons above the water levei—this is main-
ly to protect themseives against the not-uncommon racially
motivated attacks by armed neo-Nazis. Their fan-assisted
boats are very much a common sight throughout the area.

Birmingham Metro (pop
1196k 223.7 sq miles])

Law Cope 5-2-4

The most significant feature of the Birmingham Metro is the
heavy pall of smog that hangs over it. The city has been
abused by heavy industry ever since the air quality laws were
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relaxed in 1997. There have been numerous so-called “Smog
Riots” over the last twenty years, and only since the
Restoration of the Monarchy, which has promised cheaper
breathing masks and improved medical care, has anti-gov-
ernment sentiment fallen. Despite this, a home-grown eco-
terrorist organization, inspired (and possibly sponsored) by
the Scandinavian “Sons of Free Air” (SFA) have achieved folk
hero status locally. Their popularity is not what it once was
due to the widely heid belief that they were behind the
Birmingham Scramjet crash that killed over 1100 people in
2018, and another 1700 in the riots that followed. Security
levels since then have been oppressive.

Britain’s major military space port is in this Metroplex. The
Midlands Orbital Air facility is, due to the Scramjet crash in
2018, very heavily quarded. Such a facility is a major employ-
er in the area with both the spaceport and surrounding spin-
off industries doing extremely well.

Another large employer is BAe (British Aerospace} who
have most of their vehicle and aerospace manufacturing
plants here. Like many other manufacturing companies, they
are transferring what assets they can from the besieged metro-
plex in Tyne-Tees to this one.

Cheshire Plains
Conurbation (pop
7968k 1593.72 sq
miles)

Law Cope 5-2-5

The Cheshire Plains Conurbation is not only the biggest of its
kind in the United Kingdom, but aiso the biggest in Europe.
Unlike London, its UDC-sponsored program of urban expansion
was not curtailed by disasters and other outside influences, and
this has allowed its growth to continue unchecked for over twen-
ty years. it currently extends inland from Liverpool and onto the
west side of the Pennines as far as the towns of Chesterfield and
Sheffield. Instead of the old mountain passes that used to run
over the Pennines (and were invariably blocked by snow every
winter), a tunnel now runs under them, connecting Manchester
and Sheffield. It takes in three major cities, Liverpool on the
coast, Manchester and Leeds further inland. All three remain bit-
ter rivals, and this rivairy can spill over into crowd violence when
their respective soccer teams clash. The Pennines themselves
are slowly but surely succumbing to the slow advance of new
housing estates for mid-levet Corporate executives.

The Liverpool Metroplex has become a major port, with
the main user being BCF, which supports the Betfast garrison
through the port Any toops destined to serve in Northemn
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Ireland have to take a one month urban combat course on the
Liverpool Army Training Ground. This in the past has often taken
the form of troops looking for (and causing) trouble for the res-
idents of the metroplex. The actual death toll from the training
exercises over the last decade remains highly classified.

Recent events have made the port crucial to the BCF. The
planned Liverpool-Isle Cf Man-Dublin transit tunnel that would
have run under the bed of the Irish Sea was never finished
because the MLA ran out of money and there were seventeen
unsuccessful bomb attempts on the tunnel before someone
finally did the job right and blew it up.

Like the Birmingham Conurbation to the South, Cheshire
Plains has a problem with air pollution from its various heavy
industries. This looks set to be a continuing probiem unti the
new air quality regulations can be enforced, always assuming
the government keeps its promise and actually wants them
enforced. Doing so might cripple British industry, which would
send her economy into further decline and the new
Monarchy's position might not look so rosy! This area has
seen a recent influx of refugees from the Tyne-Tees
Conurbation, and industry has seen this as a new source of
even cheaper labor.

Both Manchester and Liverpool have their Downtown
Militarized Zones. In Liverpooil it literally surrounds the docks,
and there are gang fights daily between the various factions
vying for control. The more traditional British criminal gangs
are loosely allied with the Mafia against the highly ruthiess
Triad and Yakuza clans. That leaves the Jamaicans and
Colombians to kill each other. A lot of these gangs have their
home ground on the other side of the Mersey in flooded towns
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like Ellesmere Port and Birkenhead; making these towns
extremely dangerous places to visit.

The Mossside area of Manchester has been ali but walled
off. It is a constant battle to keep this area cut off from the rest
of the conurbation, and so far none of the previous attempts has
had any real success—as fast as the barricades go up, they are
quickly removed by one of the two feuding gangs that rule the
Alexandra Park Militarized Zone. They can be identified by the
color of the bandanas that they wear. The “Goochies” wear red
and “Doddies,” blue. Both run rackets based on drugs, extortion,
prostitution and violence amongst the warren of dens and tun-
nels that infest the area. Pitched battles between the two are not
uncommon, with pistols, SMG's, machetes, knives, chains, shot-
guns and fire bombs being the weapons of choice. For the BCF
this is usually a “no-go” area, but occasional sweeps are made.

One major problem dogging the battie against the various
gangs is that the conurbation falls under the jurisdiction of four
districts. This makes efficient pursuit of criminais aimost impos-
sible. Because of this gangs tend to run for the nearest border
every time they create any trouble.

In the southwest of the conurbation, the town of Chester
has been turned into the area's Corp zone. Most of the sur-
rounding district is, naturaily, looded, and plugging of the still
standing Roman walls has tumed the town into a natural island.
For most corporations it is the site of their northern offices, and
it is heavily protected. Construction has already begun on a
dome over the town, providing it with the perfect environment
all year round. Latest projections show that this will be com-
plete in about three years time. For further information on
Chester see the section on North Wales.
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As a place to visit, this area is one of extreme contrast.
Both Liverpool and Manchester have thriving music scenes
and are fairly cosmopolitan in nature. Like anywhere in the
United Kingdom, locals will fleece you for all you are worth if
you're not careful,

TYNE-TEES CONURBA-
TION {(pop 720k 138.7
sq miles)

Law Cope 0-5-1

Getting into the Tyne-Tees Conurbation alive makes a very
interesting journey. The entertainment for the trip is usually
provided by the Jackknife gangs that stalk and bring down
prey on the only two land routes (M6 & A1) into this city. This
would not be so bad for the local populace if they could get
goods in via the sea—but the waters surrounding them are
filled with pirates and smugglers. These Longboatmen (as
they are known) play merry hell with anybody stupid or
unlucky enough to try and get though without their say-so.
This leaves aircraft as the only means with which to supply
this conurbation.

The area is on the brink of collapse due to starvation, and
low moraie. Although Belfast may be a more dangerous place
to be, it's certainly easier to scratch a living. Nobody likes to
live in a besieged city. The few goods that can get in are very
heavily rationed by the military. Because of this {and the state
of disarray) the military are still in controt of this conurbation
and there is no fikelihood of this state of emergency being lift-
ed in the near future.

This once-proud industrial area is now reduced to a state
where they are far too worried about day to day survival and
where the next meal is coming from to even be bothered by
other events around them. While goods are easily available
through the thriving black market they are extortionately
priced. Life for those that can currently afford such prices will
become very difficult when the last of the Comporations aban-
don their facilities (as they are in the process of doing), and
they lose their jobs and incomes.

There are increasing, although as-yet unsubstantiated,
rumours that tell of residents tuming to cannibalism, so des-
perate are they to supplement their already meager diets.

Any tourists going here had better have a really good
reason! You may be a real tough guy back home, but you are
still going to go down under a mob of people who see you
as either a way out of the city or as someone who has some-
thing they can sell for food...or even (God forbid) as a
potential Sunday reast—and they can always sell your cyber-
ware afterwards.
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LANARK-LOTHIAN
CONURBATION (pop

656k 208.1 sq miles)
Law CODE (AS PER INDIVIDUAL CITIES)

The largest single conurbation in Scotland, this metroplex
spreads alf the way from Glasgow on the Clyde, east to the
capital in Edinburgh. The unstable political situation in the
country is most noticeable here and urban conflicts between
the loyalist and nationalist factions are common. The only
things that are keeping the violence under some semblance
of control are the presense of the National Assembly and the
“Black Watch,” both of which are in Edinburgh. They represent
the first tangible signs of progress that the people have seen
on the subject of an independent Scotland. However, a sig-
nificant portion of the community see them as nothing more
than smoke screen designed to forestall the country's exit
from the union and is this belief that makes the area such a
volatile place to live.

Glasgow

Law CopEe: 3-4-2

Established in AD 543, the city of Glasgow cast off its
medievai past during the industrial revolution and grew to con-
sume the smali towns that satelite around it. This trend has
continued ever since to the point where it is almost impossi-
ble to recognize the old district boundaries. Paisley, Renfrew,
Bearsden, Milngavie, Bishopbriggs, Clydebank, you name it,
they have all been gobbled down by the ravenous eastem
expansion of the sprawl.

The traditional industries such as steel, ship building and
textiles rave now given way to information technology and
electronics. Cheap land prices and incentives made Glasgow
the flagship of the U.K's voyage out of recession in the early
90’s and established the region as one of the premier invest-
ments in Europe. With foreign capital there came jobs and
opportunites and for the first time since the 19th century the
youth of the city’s ghettos had something to look forward to. It
is unfortunate that events in other parts of the world should
have burst the bubble but that is life.

Some cities would have given up and let the economic
currents wash them where they would but not the people of
Glasgow. Now, with the emergence of the E.C. as the dominant
market in the world, the ever-industrious population are find-
ing their way back to the head of the pack.

Itis not all sweetness and light, though: gang violence and
random mayhem are still very much the norm. Only a fool
would walk down Gorbals Street or through Alexandra Park
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during the day, let alone at night. The poorer areas, like any
large city around the globe, are a dangerous place to get lost.
Govan and Partick for instance, are especially nasty, their prox-
imity to the Clyde Tunne! making them a flash point for many
a bloody drug war. Currently, a combination of BCF and Corp
security forces are in the process of clearing the area of unde-
sirables. The Corps want it for its real estate value and are pre-
pared to pay through the nose to get it.

As far as the SRA and SLF factions (Scottish Republican
Army/Scottish Loyalist Faction, see pgs.117-118) go, it is fairly
simple. The Nationalists hold control in most areas north of the
Clyde, while the Loyalists hold the areas to the south. This only
adds to the dangers that surround the Clyde Tunnel and when
combined with the trigger happy, embattied residents can only
lead to one conclusion—keep away.

If you decide to avoid this advice and are Iooking to eam
some drinking vouchers, then Central Station is the place for
you. If you need anything you'll either find it here or in Glasgow
Green. Just go to either and wait, someone will come ask you
what you want before long. One thing you should bear in mind
is that you should never break eye contact when making a
deal. This is a sign of mistrust amongst the short-tempered
members of the focal underworld and is likely to get you killed.
One more thing—a handshake is enough and once given is
exclusively binding. Break a deal, and your chances of avoid-
ing a water grave in Loch Lomond are extremely remote.

Edinburgh
Law CobE: 2-1-1

if you stand on the top of “Arthur’s Seat,” the extinct volcano
that stands guard over the city, take a deep breath and close
your eyes, you can almost taste the blood of a city on the
move, Scotland’s capital has seen Kings, Queens and invaders
come and go, empires rise and fall, but through it ali, has
remained the heart of the nation’s pride. Now, after more than
400 years in the clutches of an exploitive southern landlord,
Scotiand is once again on the brink of independence.

The newly-elected National Assembly sits in Holyrood
House and is already beginning to find its feet as a political eni-
tity. The 1 o'clock gun is still fired from the Haif Moon Battery
and the colors of the “Black Watch” have been restored to their
rightful place on the walls of St Giles. If Mary Queen of Scots
were alive today, what would she think of her countrymen?
Would she be pleased or dismayed that it has taken so long to
win back Scotland for the Scots? Whatever her thoughts, she
can rest safe in the knowledge that the people of Edinburgh will
not give up what it has taken them so long to gain.

Unlike Glasgow, this end of the Metroplex is an exclu-
sively nationalist region and is the Lowland’s center for all
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SRA operations. While the politicians talk, the SRA terrorists
make continuing war against the English, having sworn not to
relent until Scotland is finally released from the union. There
is little room for the loyalist view in Edinburgh beyond that
held by the BCF officers commanding the “Black Watch,”
who spend all of their time trying to supress the SRAs rising
level of aggression.

The common folk watch nervously as the two factions
battle it out and are thus far content to wait, rather than
choose a side. They can see a future there for the taking,
but will not pick up arms uniess that same future is threat-
ened, because too many have lost their sons and daughters
already.

Currently the visitor does not have too much to worry
about, provided of course that they are sensible. The SRA are
anxious that they gain the sympathy of the English people, and
therefore only rarely attack an innocent, so-called, ‘soft’ target.
By ensuring that you stick to the better-patroted areas around
the city center you can avoid much of the unpleasantness that
you find in Glasgow and the districts in between. Just don't
break the law and you'll be fine.

' Excerpts from a- chat on-a: lecal
Edinburgh subgrid BBS, March
9th, 2022: EEN e

“Rache Bartmoss? Yeah, he's
good, hut what does he know
about the. Net nowadays? He's
too busy acting famous ' amtk
shootin' off his big mouth! Why;t
even if he IS alive I could take ‘im
with one lobe tied hehind my...

" analMYein

Glkic! Kfrh!! Arrghhhhhh....."”

***Communication Terminated At
Source***RACHE.VIRUS.)OUle
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BELFAST (pop 310k &2
sq miles)
Law Cope: 0-5-1

Although not part of the British mainland, this is The Most
Dangerous Place in Britain to visit The only traffic going
between Beifast and mainiand Britain is military in nature and
without government permission it is impossible to get there.
Uniess of course you travel from the southem republic of Eire
where you will be able to find any number of smugglers who wili
be willing to take you across the DMZ~for a large fee of course.

Belfast, like the rest of Ulster, is strictly divided into
Republican (predominantly Catholic) and Loyalist (mainty
Protestantt Quarters. During the day these are heavily
patrolled by the units of the largest BCF garrison in the United
Kingdom, who have total jurisdiction and operate a govermn-
ment-sanctioned shootto-kill policy. The Uister Defense
Regiment recruits purety from Northem Ireland as mainland
troops have been pulled out. However, how strictly this policy
is adhered to is anybody’s guess. Despite efforts to recruit
from the various communities the make-up of the regiment is
predominantly Loyalist and as such, members are prime tar-
gets for IRA and INLA assassination attempts.

Nobody in Ulster is safe (or considered innocent—many
people who have had no interest in politics have been killed in
front of their families just because they happen to be living in
the wrong area of town.

During the hours of darkness patrols are greatly reduced
for their own safety! Just about every night in Belfast is a Friday
Night Fire Fight! The garrison remains holed up in one of sev-

eral heavily fortified bases that have a one hundred meter free
fire zone surrounding each. The onty forces operating after
sunset are the twenty Kestrels that patrol the night skies. No
civilian air traffic—~corporate or otherwise—is allowed to enter
the airspace over Belfast without first obtaining clearance. The
Kestrels will issue a challenge once to unknown air traffic
before summarily shooting it down.

Belfast is probably the one city that is more dangerous than
Night City. Even the Arasaka Corporation will not operate in
Belfast. When the MLA awarded the contract for policing Belfast
to Arasaka in 2009 it was only a matter of weeks before they
realized that they had bitten off more than even they could chew.
When the head of Arasaka's local branch and his family were
kidnapped, it was the SAS that got them out. The Arasaka facili-
ties were destroyed by firebombs shortly afterwards. With the
right contacts it is easy to find work, weapons and ammunition.
Smartguns and other modem weapons can cost ten times nor-
mal prices. The work will usually be extremely hazardous and
probably pay poorly. None of the groups involved in the strug-
gle like to have outsiders involved. Of course if you do go, then
travel at night—which is still highly dangerous, but at least it
means you won't get arested. During the day BCF patrols will
arrest or shoot anybody claiming to be tourists simply because
they're not aliowed, and in any case they would find it hard to
believe anyone would actually want to come to Belfast as a
tourist; therefore, they must have something to hide.

Nightlife of any kind is very hard to find as clubs get
bombed and pubs, being generally sectarian in nature, are
often the site of assassinations. The nearest thing to reai
nightiife can be found at the various BCF bases but this is strict-
ly for the enjoyment of BCF members and their families.
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CONTACTS SECTION OF
EACH TOWN, THOSE
CONTACTS THAT HAVE
THE POTENTIAL TO WORK
DIRECTLY WITH PLAYER
CHARACTERS FOR AN
EXTENDED TIME HAVE
THEIR MOST RELEVANT
SKILLS NOTED.

DEvonN AND
CoORNWALL

The first country of the kingdom to
be dealt with by our gallant band of
beer-swilling reporters and birth-
place to all but one of them.

Actuaily the title of this district
is a bit of a misnomer as the area
also includes large pars of
Somerset as well. This area has a
long and ancient history along with
a tradition of independence.

Devon and Comnwall has
probably the best climate (if you
like the sun) in the whole of the
UK and for well over a century had been the place for the
British to visit on their vacation. Obviously this has taken a bit of
a downturn since the imposition of the various border controls
and has led to a very high level of unemployment The inde-
pendence movement is again gathering pace and many siogans
supporting Kernow (or Cumow - depending on who wrote it) can
be seen. This movement gathers in strength the further west you
go while in the east there is virtually no support for it aif.

Large parts of Devon and Comwali are privately owned by
bl Queen Victoria as part of the Restoration. These areas are
known as the Duchy of Cornwall and many Royalists hold a great
affection for them as a lasting symbol of King Charies il and his
. valiant stand against the MLA. Land owned by the Duchy is
strictly off limits to everybody and no pass will gain you entry
unless signed by Lords’ Hill or McKenzie or Sir Hubert
Norrington—the Queen's Personat Secretary.

RUMOR: SOME PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY HC
AND IMA, ARE BEGINNING TO WONDER
WHY THE QUEEN NEEDS SUCH PRIVACY—
AFTER ALL, SHE HAS NO OFFICIAL RESI-
DENCE THERE

UNDER THE PLAYER — p—
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The major towns are Truro, Plymouth, Torbay, and
Penzance. These towns will discussed later.

Dotted ali around the coast of Devon and Cornwall are
numerous isolated small fishing villages giving areas of west-
em Comwall a feel similar to Wales or Western Scotland. This
feel is mainly due to its striking scenery and its long history.
Cornwall was one of the last outpost of the old Celts and there-
fore shares a common heritage with Scotland, Wales and
Brittany in France. Most of these villages are very insular and
do not take kindly to strangers apart from those with Welsh,
Scottish or French accents. Surprisingly enough, you can quite
often hear those type of accents in the western portion of the
district. The government suspects these people to be couriers
and/or messengers between various nationalist factions (yes,
including the French~the Bretons have more in common with
the Cornish than with the rest of France).

Others are suspected of piracy, of which there is a great
deal in these areas. Most just prey on tourists that have strayed
too far from the safe areas around Penzance and the Scilly
Isles. Some, however, have moved on to bigger fish and occa-
sionally hijack the odd oil or CHOO2H tanker as they
approach Milford Haven in Southemn Wales. What they do with
these huge ships is anybody’s guess along with why the gov-




|

emnmment forces can't find them. Interference at high levels is
suspected but has yet to be proved. It is surmised that most of
this fuel is used by the various nationalist movements but the
method used to unioad the ships or where this is done has yet
to be discovered.

The main industries in Dévon and Comwail are fishing,
tourism, tin mining and smuggling. In the last twenty years both
tourism and fishing have taken a bit of a downturn due to both
monetary restraints and the restriction of movement in the case
of tourism. Fishing is no longer the major industry it used to be
due to overfishing and pollution. Many families were forced to
stop fishing as they couldn't afford to buy the bigger, weil-armed
boats needed to work the Arctic and Icelandic fishing grounds.
Those who decided to stay in fishing clubbed together and
invested in huge factory ships that they bought from the Baltic
states, They now fish the South Attantic, but due to the compe-
tition for the few remaining viable fishing grounds, have to be
protected by the Navy.

Tin mining had disappeared by the mid-90’s but new tech-
nology had allowed some of the old mines to re-open. The first
10 begin production using robotic miners was the Wheal Jane
mine near Truro. Once this proved to be a success, other mines
followed suit and Comwall now finds itself the world's third
largest producer of tin.

The administrator this district is Trevailian Crepole, a native
Cormishman who, it is claimed, understands the needs of the
Comish people.

Places to Visit

Truro

Truro is the administrative center for the region. It, like most of
the cities in this region, is small, only qualifying for city status
because of its splendid cathedral. It has been the capital of

CornEsts WRECKERS

Cormnwali for a long time and was selected to be the administra-
tive center soon after the Restoration because, it was claimed,
the area had a long tradition of loyal service to the crown. Many
political insiders say the real reason was to have a massive influ-
ence in the center of the independence movement's power-
base, thereby restricting that organization’s operations by mere-
ly being there. While Truro is the administrative center most of
the military presence is at Plymouth. Law Code: 5-3-4

Player contact: Maurice Trevallion, Clerk in the City
Works deparstment. Maurice is as trustworthy as
anyone: can be with his salary and a family of nine
to feed. With a fittle incentive, Mr Trevailion can be
a useful source of information. Who put inthe secu-
rity for this, whao:is building what; etc.

Maurice Trevallion, Corp NT9)
Relevant- Skills: Resources 2, Bureaucracy 4,
Forgery 2, Expert (City Works) 6

RUMOR: “THE NATIONALISTS ARE PLAN-
NING TO BOMB THE Town HALL WHEN THE
NEW MAYOR IS APPOINTED."

Plymouth

Plymouth has, along with Portsmouth, been the base of British
naval power for centuries. While successive governments
wound down the military presence in Plymouth as Portsmouth
became headquarters for the Navy, most of the docks and
barracks still remained in place and therefore made an ideal
place to base the Devon and Comwall regiment of BCF—the
King's Own Devon & Comwall; especially as it is relatively cen-
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tral and has good access. The old Devonport dockyards now  three years. It is not actually designated a Tourist Improvement
house the South Atantic Fisheries Protection Task Force. Law  Zone, as it's not intended as a vacation spot for those visiting

Code: 2-1-2.

Player contact: Smudge “The Grudge” Tomkins,
ex-Navy, given a dishonorable discharge for striking
a superior officer who supposedly made advances
to his wife. If you need to know about the naval
base he is.the man to ask and can be found in the
“Flying Boat” on any weekday evening.

Smudge Tomkins, Thug (REF 7, INT 6, COOL 8}
Relevant skills: Brawiing 4, Intimidate 5, Endurance
3, Expert (Local Coastline) 6

Penzance

Penzance is a medium-sized town that hasn’t changed much in
centuries, and as such, is quite a tourist attraction. It easy to see
how life was lived all those centuries ago when Comwall made its
living out of fishing and tin mining. Penzance is also the only place
where a regular ferry departs for the Scilly Isles (a privatety-owned
Comporate playground). The area around Penzance leading
towards Lands End and up as far north as St. ives is designated
an Tourist Improvement Zone. Law Code: 4-2-4.

Ptayer contact: Maxi Larch; a: sixty year old ex-
hooker who :still ' wanders-her old-patch-on the:
docks. Her looks: are long gone: and all she: selis
these days is information. ' if you want to know who
was on the last ferry, cross her: palm with plastic.

RuMmoR:
“You ‘EARD ABOUT THE ‘ROSy JANE?”

“WHAT yOu MEAN, oLD Douc LANDERS
KETCH?"

“AYE. SANK LAST NIGHT. WENT DOWN IN
FINE WEATHER 2 MILES SOUTH OF ST
ANGES. SAMES AS POOR OLD ROB'S
TRAWLER LAST MONTH.

Torbay

Torbay used to be known as the English Riviera and is trying to
regain its former status as one of the prime holiday spots in the
whole of the UK and has undergone a renovation in the last
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from abroad, but more as a place for the British. As a resuit,
many things can be had at a far cheaper price here than in
Penzance. For this reason we recommend Torbay as a place to
stay if you wish to tour this part of Britain. Law Code: 5-2-4.

Player contact: Rubin B. LongFeliow, owner of the
Bayview Hotel, known for his nationalist exploits.
The authorities know about him, but are content to
keep him on a long leash for the moment. If you're
careful about how, when and where you approach
him, he can be a veritable tin mine of useful tidbits.

Rumor: THe HitLARD CORPORATION
HAVE BEEN BUYING LOTS OF LAND ARCUND
NEWTON ABBOT. THE NATIONALISTS WILL
my TO-FIND OUT wuy

Other Places to Visit
Badmin Moor

Bodmin Moor is situated to the west of Plymouth and aiong
with Dartmoor and Exmoor is a rugged wasteland with
scenery of great natural beauty. It has a fong history of smug-
gling—indeed the worid-famous Jamaica Inn is situated right
in the middle of it. The moor is also steeped in Arthurian
mythology and many local legends state that Arthur's last
battle was in the area at Slaughter Bridge and that Excalibur
was thrown into the lake that is now known as Dozmary Pool.
Law Code: 1-3-2

Thus the moor is frequented by the Round Table
Knights from Bristol (see £urosource), a common sight along
with Tintagef. Tintagel is (according to local legend) the site
of Camelot. Whatever it was, it is certainly an impressive
site—an ancient castle clinging to the cliffs of the northern
Comish coast. The Knights visit Tintaget occasionally, but as
the site is a designated NFU meeting place, they tend to only
visit if they know that it will be empty. The aforementioned sites
are on occasion visited by The Pendragons (who are looking for
the Knights). If you see both of these groups in the same area
then our advice is to leave as quickly as you can.

Player contact: Mazery Waxmoon, initiate of the
Sacred Hoop and historian of Authurian legend.
She is the only survivor of the Dozmary massacre
(see Rumor) and is believed to be hiding some

(continued next page)
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where on the moox. If you can find her, she has a
fine tale to tell.

Mazery Waxsnoon, Nomad (NT 7)
Relevant skills: Family 3, Wildemess_ Survival 2,
Hide/Evade 3, Expert (Authurian History} 4

Rumor:

“4/0U HEARD ABOUT THE Dozuwzy
COMMUNE?”

“YeAH. MESSY: BUSINESS,. PAPERS suo i
WAS PENDRAGON!" «

“No way; rrsoum‘ as&l HAD A Com»
‘ASK:ME THE WAY. OUT THERE JUST. TWO'
HOURS BEFORE [T HAPPEND.: NEO-CRUCIBLE
PUBLICATIONS OR SOMEIT: Saw His ID:
WHEN HE GOT OUT HIS WALLET TO PAY. ME

Dartmoor

Dartmoor, fike Bodmin, is @ harsh unforgiving moor but is
much larger in area. A moar like Dartmoor has a lot of leg-
end surrounding it both of the supernatural and the more
mundane. Many modem legends have also sprung up, for
example, the Hound of the Baskervilles (which was based in
Dartmoor) is supposed to prowl the moor at night along with
the ghosts of prisoners who tried to escape from the infa-
mous prison, Speaking of the prison—it has now been turned
into the Mount Charlotte Forte Maximum Security Hotel and
Health Spa. As its title suggests this a hotel for the wealthy
and boasts all the latest security devices. Many hunts take
place round here—from the traditional British Hunt with
Horse and Hound to the more exotic safari. All quarry are
rabotic replica although if the price is right a real prey can be
hunted. Due to its size and bieakness Dartmoor is home to
many tribes of Nomads—some are members of the major
clans while other are just tocal tribes, Law Code: 2-3-2

Dartmoor is almost featureless so if you plan to visit be
sure to take some sort of navigational device—people have
been know to wander about in circles for days!

Player contact: Erin Jane Holmes, weekend refief
secretary at Charloite who has a passion for the fast
lane. Show her a thill and who knows what she
might show you.

RUMOUR: “SEE, THEY: FOUND THOSE FOUR
HIKERS OUT ON THE MOOR THIS MORN--
ING—OWELL, AT LEAST WHAT WAS LEFT OF
THEM. BONES WERE PICKED CLEAN IT: SAID.
OH, AND THERE'S A REWARD FOR ANYONE
WHO CAN: FIND' WHO OR WHAT GOT EM.
BAD FOR TRADE YOU: SEE, SOMEIT" UKE
THIS!

Exmoor

Exmoor is very similar to both moors previously discussed
and as such should be treated with caution. It gives such
good protection to the small towns and villages along the
north coast that many pay no attention to the government at
all. Law Code: 1-3-2

The wholie of the Devon and Comwall area is a bit lack-
ing in exciting nightlife for those who like that sort of thing.
The best Club is Penhaligan’s, just outside Penzance. it's situ-
ated in an old disused tin mine and has five dance floors
catering for most types of music. Most drinks are served
(including those in fashion in the ‘States) and prices are rea-
sonable—for a tourist area, that is. For a cheaper night out try
Drake's in Plymouth or The Mayflower Club in Torbay.

Some Notable Locals

People who may be a help to any travellers in the area include
Richard Drake, Frances Duchesney and Michael Warleggan.
Al of them are fixers (and damned good ones, at that.

Richard Drake claims to be descended from the great
Francis Drake and certainly has his more famous namesake's
ability with boats. He's reputed to be in his early fifties with a
rough good humor and a blazing temper. He tends to operate
out of the area around Exmoor. He helped with the Restoration
by ferrying various royalists all over the West. He even daims to
have smuggled members of the Royal household out of the
country during Operation Cromwell (see section on Victoria ).
While these claims cannot be substantiated he is damn good at
what he does. If you need something brought into the country
and you want to avoid all that tiresome gqueuing at customs then
he's your man. it follows then that if you want to leave the area
quickly, then he can arrange that too.

Richard Drake, Fixer (INT 8, COOL 8
Relevant skilis: Streetdeal 4, Water Vehicles 7,
Forgery 6, Expert (Local Coastiine) 6

Frances Duchesney operates out of Penzance and is
rumoured to do a lot of work for the various Corporate recluses
in the Scilly Isles. Duchesney deals mainly in drugs and industri-
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al espionage. If you're here to do an extraction, then she's the con-
tact to make - she knows the coast like the back of her hand and
knows a lot of the Cormps personally. Being of French descent, she
is reputed to be under surveillance by govemment officials as a
suspected courier between the Welsh, Breton and Comish nation-
alist movements. She's deceptively young-ooking with an intense
personality. She tends to dress in the fatest Euro-chic clothes.

Frances Duchesney, Fixer ¢NT 9, COOL 8)
Relevant skills: Streetdeal 6, Corporate Policy 6,
Language Breton) 5, Expert (Local Coastline) 5

Michael Warleggan is probably the best man to contact as he
knows all the main players in the area and what's the best way to
contact them—obviously you don't just wander around the
Exmoor villages asking if Richard Drake can be found. (Not if you
want to live!) He lives in the Bodmin area, but makes frequent trips
to Plymouth and Penzance. He is rumored to live up to his repu-
tation as the best smuggler in these parts by running his operation
from Jamaica Inn. Physically unremarkable, he possesses a razor-
sharp intellect and a fair degree of ruthiessness. This ruthlessness
is mainly directed towards those who cross him or his friends. As
long as you don't cheat on him, you should be alright.

Michael Warleggan, Fixer (INT 9, COOL: 8)
Relevant skills: Streetdeal 7, Intimidate-5, Forgery-7,
Hide/Evade 7

One person to stay clear of is Uther Crazy-Eyes (real name
unknown). He is the leader of a pirate pack that has plagued the
Comish coast for years. His exact base of operations isn't known
but is rumored to be the old fishing village of Poiperro. He is
vicious in the extreme and tends to butcher the crews of those
vessels he captures. His appearance is unknown, as the area in
which he is thought to live is very clannish and prone to protect
their own. Many a team has gone looking for him. None have
come out.

Uther Crazy-Eyes, Sea. Nomad' (REF 9, INT 6}
Relevant skills: Family 9, Melee 7, Tactics 7, Expert
(Local Coastline! 6

Restrictions

There are few restrictions, but always check that your route
does not take you anywhere near Duchy of Cormwail-owned
land as a foreign party so near to such a sensitive area is liable
to be treated with suspicion—so be ultra-careful.
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Traveller Beware!

Many roads in Devon and Cornwall are passable; however, cau-
tion is advised in the areas of Bodmin, Dartmoor and Exmoor
as many of these roads are small, single tracks—ideal for
ambushes. Once off the beaten track many of the roads have
fallen into disrepair so it is advisable that you check before
attempting to use any. Also check that the roads are wide
enough to take your vehicle as many roads in this district are
bordered by high stone walis with very few passing places. The
safest areas to visit are the Penzance, Truro and Plymouth areas.

SUSSEX

This district actually covers the old counties of Sussex and Kent
with parts of Surrey. Large parts of this district used to be
referred to as the Garden of England and the ETB likes to keep
it that way (by owning large parts of it). This district is the main
way into the UK for those driving from the continent as it
encompasses the ports of Folkestone and Dover and the
Channel Tunnel. Other Major Towns are Canterbury, Guildford,
and Brighton,

Most of the county is a peaceful reminder of how Engiand
used to be—only the Dungeness and Romney Marsh are home
any sort of criminal eflement, thus making this an ideal district for
the wealthy Corp exec to live in. That is how the ETB wouid like
it to be and for the most part, they are right. It is a very pleasant
area with any picture postcard villages full of thatched cottages
(0K, so the ETB built them last year but who cares) but a word
of warning—stay away from the northeast of the district. This area
is in close proximity to the Docklands Combat Zone, and more
importantly, East Anglia, and that means that raids are frequent
in this area—so be careful.

The Administrator for this area is Selwyn St John {pro-
nounced Sinjon) Nettleship.

The roads are in very good condition and are probably the
best in country. Even away from the Access roads, travel is easy
and driving is a pleasure. The rail links are also good—especial-
ty the line to the Channel Tunnel (although not as good as on
the French side).

Aerodyne travel is also good, but don't stray too far away
from your registered plan near Canterbury or in the north east.

Places to Visit

Canterbury

Canterbury is the administrative center both for this district and
also for the Church of England. Much of its old medieval archi-
tecture survives in and around the town. This town is jointly
owned and run by the ETB and the Church of England. Due to
this fact, the town has a very high security rating and has a
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detachment of the Queen’s Sussex Rifles permanently stationed
there—specifically to protect the Archbishop of Canterbury. The
town's security guards are at the moment at a high state of readi-
ness as some of the more militant nomad packs have threatened
to kill the Archbishop if he and the Govemment don’t recognize
Paganism as an official religion of the UK. As such, our advice to
you is if you plan to visit Canterbury and the surrounding area,
please hand in any weapons you have {you're supposed to any-
way) and always ask which aress are offimits, because if you
stray away from the beaten path the guards are likely to shoot first
and not bother to ask anty questions. Law Code: 3-+1.

Player contact: Arthur Riddley; choimaster at the
‘New Cathiederal College and dioset memberof the
‘Pagan: faith: He suspects: that the:Bishop-ision to
“him. and will exchange mfocmaﬁonforan w:omn

the Cheviot Hills:

RUMOR: “THE CHURCH 1S OFFERING A
BOUNTY FOR THE DISCRETE ASSA.SSINATION
OF ONE ARTHUR BISHOP.

Guildford

Guildford is the Garrison town for the Sussex District, and as such,
houses the Queen's Sussex Rifles. As far as law is concemed it
falls under the auspices of the Home Counties Military Zone, and
soyou better have a good reason for being here. The Queen's
Sussex Rifles are a bigger regiment than is strictly necessary for
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the district due to the presence of
the Archbishop of Canterbury and
also the troubles with London and
East Anglia. Law Code: 2-1-1

Player: contact:. Nonse, they
wouldn't: even. let' me in.
Bastards: :

RuMouRr: “THE
GARRISON: COMMANDER;
TAN: MCLLELEN,; IS INTER=
ESTED:IN BOYS—IE YOu.
“KNOW WHAT | MEAN: HE
‘WOULD'BE LIKELY TO.PAY
‘A FORTUNE TO PREVENT A
'SCANDAL, UNLESSOF -
counss, HE JUST HAS

Brighton

Brighton, fike Torbay, is another seaside resort and is largely
owned by the ETB due to its architecture. For those of you inter-
ested in the cultural side of things, both the Royal Pavillion and
the sea-front terrace are particularly good example of Royal
eccentricity and regency design respectively. For those who
aren't~don't come here; although things may become a litile
more interesting as the more miiitant factions of the Gay Rights
movement have threatened action against the ETB. The reason
for this was that Brighton had a huge gay population that was tol-
erated by the MLA—it was considered better to have them
where they could keep an eye on them. When the ETB came in
and bought up large areas it was considered detrimental to the
public good (e, profits} to have a large gay community right
next door to your major tourist attractions, what with AIDS and
AIDS 1l it “just wouldn't do” The gays were moved out of
Brighton to various ‘resetfiement’ camps—many were never
heard from again. The present govemment is “embarrassed”
about this homophobic policy but has yet to condemn the ETB's
action, preferring to hold an enquiry first Law Code: 4-2-4.

raphermdmelbving%o’s%o?ofﬂ)em

RumoR: THE ETB ARE CONCERNED 8Y
INTELLIGENCE ABOUT A GAY RIGHTS Mit-
TANT WING THAT IS PLANNING A‘ITACKS IN
THE CITY. w
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Folkstone

Folkstone is one of two major ports in the District and deals
with all large goods that are to large (or too dangerous) to trav-
& using the Channel Tunnel. Ships depart here daily to France
and on a four daily rotation to Denmark, Germany, Belgium
and Holland. Folkestone has taken over virtually all of the vol-
ume of traffic that used to be undertaken by Felixstowe and
Harwich, as both of those ports are considered to dangerous
to approach by road. As befits a port of this size security is
strict and guards tend to be trigger happy. Law Code: 4-1-2.

Player contact: Alan Porter-Smith, Solo, who is
‘aiways looking for suitable'recruits to. help. him. pro-
| tect the many illegal shipments that he has dealings

Alan Porter-Smith;, Solo REF 7, COOL 6}
‘Retevant: skills: . Combat: Semeeﬁ; Handgun- 4;
‘Streetwise 4, Alhiehcs:i

"RumoR: THE CUSTOMS AND EXCISE: -
- REGIMENT. ARE PLANNING: A RAID: ON SEV-
|ERAL KNOWN-SMUGGLERS! HIDEOUTS:: - -

Dover

Dover handles most of the smaller goods traffic to the same
destinations as Folkestone and caters for those who prefer a
leisurely cruise to the continent Such ships, especially those
on the Esbjerg and Hamburg routes, tend to carmry their own
security to fend off pirates from East Anglia and the Baltic
states. Also near Dover is the Channel Tunnel. At the present
this still consists of just a rail link as the road link keeps falling
behind schedule due to unfortunate accidents or mishaps (of
course the ferry operators don’t mind...). The Channel Tunnel
is such a ripe target for terrorist attack that security is incredi-
bly tight, and since the bombing of the Liverpool-Dublin tun-
nel, this has been increased yet again. By the time you have
gone through three body scanners and countiess immigration
checks it would have nearly as quick to go by ferry. Law Code:
2-12

Most places within this district have prices that cater for
the rich—i.e,, too bloody expensive for the likes of you and me.
Its best to stick to fish & chip shops for food and the local pub
for a night Stay away from all the tourist traps. There are
numerous night clubs where the rich and famous strut their
stuff into the wee small hours; the best of which are located in
Brighton but they are very expensive.
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Some Notable Locals

Napoleon Mainwaring (pronounced mannering) is a Corporate
banker who lives in Canterbury. He has a lot contacts in the city
and is aiways looking expand his weaith and power especially
overseas, He could help you if you offer an “tll scratch your back
if you scratch mine” scenario. He looks like your archetypal
Corporate executive with his real wool suits and his fine silk shirts.

Napoleon Mainwaring, Corp (INT 8, COOL 7
Relevant skills: Resources 6, Business Sense 7,
Stock Market 6, Accounting 6

Kerry Packer is a top media personality who lives in Brighton.
Her spediality is investigative journalism with a spedial interest in
sport. Because of this, more than one doping gang wants her
dead because of her reports on horse racing. Her feariessness in
the face of overwhelming odds has won her both the Cook and
the Kate Adie awards. She is charming, very good looking and
has the bulldog spirit when she gets her teeth into a story.

Kerry Packer Media INT 8; EMP 7y
Credibility 7, Photo/Film- 3; Interview 5; Persuasion:3.:

One of the best fixers in the district is one Luigi Fercotti
whose place of residence is Dover, overiooking the Channel
Tunnel. He can get you just about anything from the continent—
all it takes is a little time and money. He is under suspicion for
smuggling, but like all those who are the best in their profession,
the police and Customs & Excise have never amassed enough
proof to nail him. A small man with greasy hair and long side-
bums he looks as though he should be living in the 1950's

Luigi Fercotti, Fixer (NT 6, COOL7)-
Streetdeal 3; intimidate 3, Pick Lock 3, Persuasion 3

Restrictions

Pretty lax, unless you stray close to East Anglia or the inner areas
of Cantebury, or the Docks. If you are of a nomadic persuasion,
stay well away from all of them if you don’t want any trouble.

Traveller Beware!

All road and sea traffic is in danger around this part of England.
Be especially vigilant around East Anglia (see following sec-
tion) where civil unrest, piracy and trigger-happy BCF units
make keeping your head down of graphic importance.
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Our simple advice is stay away from this area as it is rapidly
becoming another Northern Ireland, only this time, with the
added excitement of the Mekong Delta thrown in. Although
to be fair, this latter problem is not just located in East Anglia
but also Middle Anglia and parts of Mercia, and Lindsey &
Deira as well. As the problem is centered in this area, we will
deal with The Wash Riverine Zone in this section. The origi-
nal problem was that the administrator, Major Harris, cracked
down hard on subversives (meaning everybody who wasn't
right-wing in politics and religion). These peopie obviously
didn't take too kindly to this and rebelled. What the peopte
of East Anglia want isn't known—it could be that if Harris was
to go they would retum to the fold, or they may want a total
return to democracy. Many think that, collectively, they
haven'’t got a clue what they want.

The major towns in this district are Coichester, Ipswich,
Felixstowe, Harwich and Norwich (Cambridge just falls with-
in the jurisdiction of Mercia.

The East Anglians are a rag-bag of various beliefs (both
religious and political) united under two common purposes—
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self-defence and a hatred for the government. This would
make things easy for the BCF if everybody feit this way but a
great many East Anglians support the Monarchy, and so in
places a virtual civil war exists making life very difficuit for
those members of the forces who have to police this
District—at least in Vietnam the enemy looked different. (and
can you trust everybody in your unit...?)

What makes this place so dangerous is the effect of
global warming and years of civil unrest—this area has long
been a maze of marsh land and small rivers. When the coun-
try was at peace with itself, thousands of pumps kept the
water level from rising, However, the rise in the sea level
together with the slow cessation of pumping meant that the
marshes returned and the rivers grew larger. More and more
land fell before the advancing tides and many communities
became cut off from the rest of Britain.

The multitude of rivers along with the ridges of the
Chiltern Hills have provided many of the villages with a nat-
ural defence from government forces. A lot of arms were
supplied to the villages by both the Scottish separatists and
the IRA in the hope that if they kept the Army busy in its own
backyard, the English might pull out. While the villages were
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grateful for the initial supplies they have shown a marked
reluctance to deal with either movement for indepen-
dence (or indeed their own) and sent further representa-
tives away with instructions not to return. As this has cut
off their original main source of weapons, they have since
been dealing with the nomads who provide weapons to
the various tribes up north.

It has been noted that many people have expressed
no interest in toppling the Government just yet, and many
think they just want to clear out The Wash (and surround-
ing areas) of ail vestiges of rule from London.

At the moment most villages seem to be keeping to
themselves, but it's suspected that this a prelude to some
sort of offensive to drive the BCF out of the area. This lat-
est snippet of intelligence has concerned many peopie in
Westminster as it may mean that a more cohesive force is
being formed. Due to this latest information many
Infiltration Teams (both British and foreign) are being sent
into the region with orders to find out what they can.

Although there are a few major access roads in East
Anglia most of them aren’t as safe as the government
likes to say they are. In fact, once you get past Ipswich
and Cambridge, you're on your own. The most dangerous
roads are those to Cromer and Norwich as this area is vir-
tually an independent state. During high tides iarge sec-
tions of the roads are underwater and this (along with the
frequent bombing of bridges) makes most of the Access
roads impassible unless you are driving an off-road vehi-
cle. Most of the other roads are impassible at ail time
times of the year and are kept this way to hinder BCF
patrols. A few roads are passable, but only the locals know
which roads are safe.

If you are flying an Aerodyne vehicle be sure to stick to
your filed flight plan or you're iiable to be visited by the RAF
or, more likely, shot down by a missile from Norwich or
Colchester.

.
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Player contact: Efiza:Bootknees; local derefict and
street philosopher of some note. ‘At least that is how
she-appears—actually, she is-one of the most tal ;
ented fixers that it has ever been my pleasure to
work with.

Eliza Bootknees, Fixer INT 8, COOL 9
Streetdeal 6, Urban Survival 6, Hide/Evade 5,
Persuasion

Places to Visit

Colchester

Colchester is the administrative center for the district as weil as
the base for the East Anglian Grenadiers. Although most district
capitals have a high security rating, Colchester, more than most,
is not a place to be caught with an unauthorized weapon. it is
a town virtually under siege, but luckily for Coichester its attack-
ers are two totally separate forces—those from East London and
those from East Anglia. Colchester does manage to exert a calm-
ing influence over a fiteen mile radius and the roads between
Chelmsford and Colchester, and Ipswich and Colchester are rel-
atively safe (most of the time). Law Code: 1-2-1.

RumoR: “‘E’ SAID SHE COULD GET SOME
‘LACE’ FOR THE REST OF THE PLATOON.
DO you WANT IN OR NOT?”

Harwich and Felixstowe

Harwich and Felixstowe are two port towns that have fallen
on hard times due to the political situation in East Anglia—nei-
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ther the Road Hauiers or private individuals wanted to risk
the roads to either port and so business declined and the
slack was picked up by Folkestone and Dover. Both towns
are slowly falling under the influence of the East Anglians as
neither town has received any help from Westminster and the
people feel betrayed. Law Code: 4-4-4,

:Player contact: Ipiphany. Larouse; madame: of
the “Mother’s Touch” gentlemens’ club. She is.a
kind: of employment: service. and has a. rather
in ting hod of sealing a contract,
Ipiphany Larouse; Fixer (INT 7, EMP 7)
Streetdeal: 2, Seduction 6, Business: Sense 4,
Perform 3. ~

'RUMOR: THE BCF ARE PLANNING A
NAVAE: BLOCKADE: OF FELIXSTOWE.

Ipswich

Ipswich is another town under siege and only the close
proximity of Colchester has prevented its fall. Again, this is
not a town to be caught with any unauthorized weapons at
all—if you are found out with any you can kiss goodbye to
both you weapons and your fife. This is not a fun piace to
visit although some money can be made here as a guard on
the weekly goods convoys to Norwich and Cambridge. Law
Code: 3-1-3.

‘Player. contact:. Captain: Marshail: Freemar: of
‘the: City: Watch: issalways up: for & friendly-game
‘of-chence;  Buy. his. marker

RUMOR: “BEST LEFT ALONE |IF YOU ASK
ME, BUT IF YOU WANNA: KNOW? | HEARD
THE WATCH ARE HUNTING A BCF spy.
AND. OFFERING ,000EB TO. THE PERSON
'THAT SMOKES HIM. ' :

Norwich

Norwich is the last outpost of government rule in deepest
East Anglia and almost looks like a medieval city state with
its numerous guard towers atop a newly-built wall that sur-
rounds a good third of the city, with construction of the rest
of the wall continuing as fast as the contractors can manage

it (or the East Anglians will allow). The town is kept alive by
weekly supply convoys from ipswich and Cambridge. The
city has a detachment of East Anglian Grenadiers based here
whose job is to pacify the surrounding area—an impossible
task at present. There are no reasons for a tourist to be here
as it's very dangerous and anybody claiming to be just visit-
ing to look at the lovely churches etc. will be viewed with sus-
picion. Law Code: 2-+2.

Generally

There isn't that much in the way of recognised restaurants
apart from the ubiquitous Chip shop, and as for nightclubs—
forget it. Only pubs exist in East Anglia, and boy, can some
of these be lively. Especially in Colchester and Ipswich—all
those squaddies (soldiers to you) like to let off steam if
they're on a 48 hour pass. Those who like to spend their
cash in nightclubs tend to travel to London or Cambridge for
their fun night out.

Some Notable Locals

This is area is obviously a fine breeding ground for Solos and
one of the best is Harley Stone. Stone used to be a cop in
London until he was kicked out for excessive violence.
American by birth, he has been in Britain for twenty years.
He's getting on in years now, but still a good contact to know.

fan Kilminster runs a water taxi service out of Norwich, a
sort of aqua-Combat Cabb. He wiil take you wherever you
wish to go in the region and his price is very reasonable. He
can normally be found off-duty in the Fowlers Arms in
Norwich. Kilminster is looking to expand the company to take
in Peterborough, Boston and the surrounding area, but hasn't
actually got around to doing anything about it yet (like even
coming up with a name for it). He has long greasy hair with a
beard, sideburns and some facial warts.

lan Kilminster; Fixer (INT 6; REF 7. COOL 7}
Streetdeal 4, Water Vehicles 6, Business Sense 2,
Rifle 3

Sgt. Elliott is part of the Norwich defense force and has
been stationed here for years. He was in Northern Ireland
before the troops puiled out. East Anglia is just as bad if not
worse. At least over there the “enemy” had an Irish accent.
Here, you can’t even trust some of your own mates. lts
rumored that Elliott is a member of the special forces but
while he, of course, denies this it must be said that he is not

a member of the East Anglian Grenadiers and tends to work
on his own.
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Sqt. Elliott, Solo/Soidier {NT 7,REF 9, COOL 7)
Combat Sense 6, Martial Arts (Karate) 4, Tactics 6,
SMG 5

Restrictions

Depending on whether you are in government-controlled
country or not, dictates the level of clearance you require. if
in a BCF region, your papers had better be of the highest
quality or it's shallow grave time. Elsewhere, your only
requirements are a quick tongue and a talent for talking boi-
locks.

Traveller Beware!

if you haven't figured it out by now, can | have your boots?

MiDpLE ANGLIA

Middle Anglia, to paraphrase a soccer cliche, is a district of
two halves—to the east you have a continuation of the East
Anglian troubles with a marshland criss-crossed by countiess
small rivers stretching inland as far as Lincoin. To the west,

o you have the outer reaches of the Birmingham and Cheshire

Metropiexes. The topography of the area is such that from
the Sheffield area of the Cheshire Metroplex to the sea is vir-
tually flat with no real hills to speak of.

Most of the major towns in this district are described as
part of either the Birmingham or Cheshire Metropiex. Other
towns include Doncaster, Grimsby, Boston and Lincoin.

The east of the district is as dangerous as East Anglia
and shouid not be visited unless you like things on the hec-
tic side. The rising sea level and the cessation of pumping
has allowed the small villages to become almost indepen-
dent from Westminster. Those close to Peterborough ithe
base of the BCF's Riverine Task Force) pay lip service to the
government, but the further north and east you get, the
more independent you get. Much of this area is left alone
both by the forces and the ordinary citizen, thus giving rise
to all sorts of rumors of atrocities going on, and that's just
the Army!

Boston, Lincoin and Skegness have fallen under the
influence of the East Anglians and if you like your life to be
on the wilder side, then they could be the places to visit. Our
intelligence suggests that life has an ‘old west' feei with fron-
tier justice reigning supreme.

The administrator who has the unenviable task of trying
to reconcile problems that weren’t of his own making is
James Larson, and he is one of the leading motivators
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behind the move to full democratic rule and the removal of
Major Harris. However, Lord Hill doesn't like anybody rock-
ing the boat, so Larson may get the elbow instead.

Places To Visit

Boston

Boston has recently fallen under the control of the East
Anglians and has subsequently regained some of its former
glory as a port due to the rise of the sea levels although a lot
of what flows through the port is illegal—apart from King's
Lynn it is the major port for arms smuggling in the area. The
town is dominated by the octagonal tower of St. Bartolph's
church—known as the Stump and this is often used as a look-
out for the inhabitants of the town and is also used as a bea-
con for shipping when the latest supplies are being brought
in.

The Major Access road that runs through hasn't been
used for a while as any traffic (iwhether it was a convoy or not)
fell under heavy attack. For around three months none but
the foolhardy, or those having business in Boston or the sur-
rounding area, have travelled along it. This has embarrassed
the Government, who are annoyed at this because the port
of Grimsby is now under severe threat—one of the two roads
supplying the town has been cut and the other is under
immense pressure. As such, a lot of the supplies for Grimsby
are ferried across from Kingston Upon Hull. They are always
looking for extra bodies to help—solos can be used as extra
guards and ‘runners can always be used to find out the iatest
plans from the BCF in Peterborough and Doncaster. Law
Code: 3-2-3.

Player contact: Bulk; a:blockade runner of some
destinction who can be relied upon to-fulfill his side
of any bargain.

Bulk, Nomad (INT 6, REF 8)
Family 4; Driving 7, Endurance 4, SMG 3

RuMmoR:

“OPERATION BRIGHT FALCON, UM”

“WHAT DID you Say GRIFF?”

“REMEMBER THAT SCAG WE WACKED YES~
TERDAY. WELL HE HAD THIS MRAM INHIS

HEAD. ALt F'VE GOT OUT OF IT SO FAR
(CONTINED NEXT PAGE )
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Lincoin

Lincoin is very similar to Boston in that it has a large church,
or in this case, a cathedral dominating the surrounding land-
scape. It actually fell to the East Anglians ten months ago
along with the surrounding area. Which also was a source of
severe embarrassment to the Government and the BCF, as
the RAF's college at Cranwell was one of those areas that
fell.

Although this was feit to be part of the Restoration, the
area has shown no inclination to return to government by
Westminster and is now the target for an upcoming offen-
sive. As such, this area might be a source of employment
for solos either on the side of the East Anglians or fighting
for Queen and Country. Techies could also find employ-
ment here as a great many things would need fixing, from
arms and surveillance gear to trucks and AV's. Law Code:
4-4-2.
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Lincoln
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Player contact: Marcia
Birdsall; Lincoln's answer to
Marta Hari, only not as cute:
What doesn’t she know?
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RuMor: THE CROWN
HAS A SPY IN LINCOLN
BUT NO ONE HAS BEEN
ABLE TO FIND THEM(?),
YET.
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| Doncaster
Doncaster is the garrison
[ town for the Royal Lincoin
Greenjackets, and like all the
other army towns is a safe
[ town as long as you don't
| break the law and carry unau-
| thorized weapons (well, OK—
/BB get caught with them). The
L town itself has little left of its
Roman and Mediaeval her-
itage although some fine
Georgian architecture exists. The major attraction of
Doncaster is its racecourse, which is one of the most pop-
ular in the country. Many meetings are heid here at all
times of the year with the course boasting a fine all weath-
er, fully automated National Hunt course that reckoned to
be the hardest in Britain apart from the world renowned
Aintree course used for the Grand National. The most
famous race is the Gold Shield Handicap where the actual
handicap is the fact that the fences are constantly chang-
ing height (anywhere between three and seven feet). Some
of the old fans of racing don't like this, but the many fans
of the race claim that it brings out the best in both jockey
and horse. Law Code: 3-1-4.

l

Player contact: Honest Henry, manager of
Braddock's Turf Accountants. He is either psy-
chic or knows something everyone else doesn't
know about the day’s: racing form. Bet with him
and you may be on to an earner, bet against him
and you will be significantly poorer.

RUMOR: THE ETB WANTS TO SELL TS
20% HOLDING OF THE RACE COURSE
WHICH IS STRANGE, CONSIDERING IT

COMES ONLY 3 MONTHS AFTER THEY
BOUGHT [T IN THE FIRST PLACE.

B e e—————
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Grimshy

Grimsby has a long history of being one of Britain's major
fishing ports and this tradition has continued. Most of the
Arctic fishing fleet is based here and as such Grimsby is one
of the country’s true lifelines and a pivotal point for those
forces in the area. As mentioned earfier, one of the supply
routes—the MARS from Peterborough—has been cut with
the fail of Boston, and the other is expected to become too
hazardous within the next two months. The town depends
on Kingston upon Hull for its supplies (apart from fish obvi-
ously). This is a good place to look for a job—the town needs
people to defend it and you can always find a job on a
trawler—either gutting fish, or again, defending it against the

a Netrunner on his staff. Although the sysop at Doncaster
race course hasn't reported any break-ins to the Fence
Control Systems, some people are now beginning to wonder
about that random fence change at last month's 50,000
guineas when the hot favorite, Whiskas, seemed to be home
and dry. McCrirrick is an overweight man of about forty five
who is very animated when he talks—he waves his hands
about like he’'s making a bet with someone over your shoul-
der using tic-tac-toe.

Lester McCrirrick, Fixer (NT 8, EMP 7)
Streetdeal 8, Gambling 7, Accounting: 6,

charter.

Mel Anetaul, Sea Nomad (NT 6, REF 8)
Family 6, Water Vehicies 6, Business Sense 4, Marine
Tech 3

RUMOUR: “THERE'S A:MEETING.OF
THE:..”CLUB/, TONIGHT: |F YOU'RE INTER-
ESTED V'L MEET YOU BACK: HERE AT EIGHT
BELLS.

Generally

There are plenty of cheap (and good) places to eat in Middle
Angiia—in fact some of the best are in Boston and Lincoin
with fine restaurants in both places. Grimsby is obviously a
good place for fish (and chips).

There isn't that much in the way of nightlife outside of the
metroplexes but a very good time can be had in Doncaster
when there’s a race meeting on—especially if you can attach

yourself to someone who's had a big win!

A Notable Local

Lester McCrirrick is perhaps the leading bookie in the area and
will take your money on any bet that you care to mention.
Anything goes—from the winner of the 3-15 at Doncaster, to
how much of the latest convoy to Norwich will actually make it
through.
He is rumored to be involved in doping (to avoid paying
[ out huge sums of money should the favorite come home in
g front). He flatly denies this, but has yet to answer why he has
§
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pirates that frequent the area. Law Code: 4-1-3. Persuasion 6
Player. contact: Mel Anetaul, master of the crab boat
“Frica: B,” who has been known to hire his. boat for Restrictinns

By no means as strict as East Angiia, a Fuli Tourist Ticket is
enough to get you past most checkpoints, just keep away from
military installations and you should be safe. (Well, relatively
speaking.)

Traveller Beware!

The roads to the west of the district are reasonably passable,
especially the A1, however, the roads to the east of this road
are as dangerous as any in East Anglia. As we mentioned ear-
lier, the Access road from Peterborough to Grimsby has been
cut in two with the fall of Boston. This doesn't mean you can't
still use it—just be careful.

MERCIA

Mercia is located in the English heartland, comprising parts
of the former counties of Worcestershire, Warwickshire,
Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire, and
including such towns as both Oxford and Cambridge within
its boundaries. Being adjacent to the London Region, the
area is well served by all the major arterial routes heading
north and west from the capital. The majority of the region is
relatively flat, underpopulated and non-urbanized. The north-
west of the region is under the control of the English Tourist
Board. Containing such historical locations as Warwick and
Stratford-Upon-Avon, the ETB are anxious to develop this
region fully so people can once more witness the beauty of
English Heritage. The rest of the region is dominated by the
IMA, lts vast expanse of fertile land make it prime arable
farming country and provides much of the food for the rest
of the UK. Because of this, Mercia bore the brunt of the
RAGE terrorist attacks of a few years ago, and even now
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under the guidance and benevolent funding of the IMA, is
only just retuming to a position where it is able to produce
its full quota of foodstuffs.

Places to Visit

Heading out from London, the average tourist will find
Mercia a most beautiful region to travel through. Initiaily the
traveller will pass through land that has been reserved for
“military use” (exact definition classified), before entering the
spectacular farmfand. If one chooses the time of their jour-
ney correctly, you will be able to see genetically engineered
wheat growing ten feet high, swaying majestically in the sum-
mer breeze.

Just south of Swindon, fully-automated farm and pro-
cessing techniques can be seen to great effect at the mas-
sive IMA processing piant located there. Certain areas of the
plant have been opened to the public where you can see the
newly harvested wheat entering one end and fresh loaves of
IMA bread exiting at the other. While there, you may enjoy a
whole variety of IMA-produced foods very reasonably priced
at the Baker's Oven restaurant, where the Corporate siogan
“Giving You This Day Your Daily Bread” is proudly embia-
zoned. A gift shop selling souvenirs ranging from stylish
sweatshirts (with the IMA fogo on the front and the slogan on

GOOD MONEY TO ANYONE CRAZY ENOUGH
TO CAUSE A FEW, YOU KNOW, DISTUR-
BANCES UP THERE.

those just seeking food, Morse's serves traditional English fare to
a sonorous background of the more obscure operatic master-
pieces. Law Code: 5-1-3.

the back) to miniature loaves of bread fresh from the ovens
complete your visit to this monument of Corporate agricul-
ture. Law Code: 2-4-2,

Player Contacts: Richard Stanley; disgrunted: Corp
employee: He is: a: slimy. lizard. of ‘a: man: currently
assigned to- financial - planning.. With- the: right incen-
tives, he could possibly provide access to the secure
. areas of the processing plant; He can certainly provide
sensitive: fiscal information, and if pushed knows a
good deal of information regarding the depth of IMA's
past involvement with the MLA.

Richard Staniey, Corp INT 6, EMP 5)
Resources 4, Wardrobe/Style 4, Social 5, Persuasion 3

RUMOR: “HAVE YOU HEARD THE LATEST?
THE ETB HAVE BEEN BREATHING DOWN THE
NECKS OF IMA AGAIN. 1T SEEMS THAT THEY
CANNOT BEAR THE THOUGHT OF ANYTHING
TO DO WITH TOURISM THAT THEY DO NOT
CONTROL. MIND YOU, | HEARD THAT IMA
RECKON STRATFORD WOULD MAKE GOOD
FARMING LAND, AND THEY ARE PAYING
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Moving further eastwards there lies a most unique
attraction for the bolder tourist. The village of Uffington
(known locally as Epona due to the large white horse carved
into the nearby hillside} is an almost permanent encamp-
ment for the Triple Moon Clan. Atthough peaceable, they can
be a litle unnerving to the unseasoned travelier, but if you
feel you want something a littie out of the ordinary, this is a
must. Enjoy genuine hand-cooked vegetarian fare at very
reasonable prices and see traditional crafts such as dress-
and jewelry-making. At night you will be entranced by a joy-
ful mix of pipes and drums and delightful dancing as the Clan
put on a show of traditional music unrivalled by even the
most popular modern bands. (Note: Certain times of the year
are regarded as religious festivals by the clan. We strongly
recommend that you contact your nearest branch of either
the ETB or the NFU before planning your trip to Uffington).
Law Code: 5-1-3.

Player Contact: Hecate, an old woman of the Triple
Moon: Clan, sheis'a fixer who they reckon:can sup-
ply you with anything from:military- pass- cards to a
working Militech: Crusher: )

Hecate, Nomad (INT 8, COOL 8} - :
Family- 7, Awareness/Notice 4; Streetwise 6, Expert
(Nomad Religious Mysteries) 5

RUMOR: “WATCH THE MOON; BROTHER;
OUR TIME IS COMING. SOON THE HAG wiLL
LEAD HER CHILDREN; AND THE BOARD-
ROOMS WILL RUN RED WITH THE BLOOD:OF
THE CORRUPT. BUT UNTIL THEN, SMOKE
THIS, AND COME DANCE WITH PAN

A litle further north brings you to Oxford, which, along with
Cambridge, is stilt the seat of British education. Characterized by
the clock towers and dreaming spires of the university buildings.
In stark contrast to the ancient buildings, Oxford is on the cut-
ting edge of modem technology. The newly formed Babbage-
Gibson College is the only establishment to offer degrees in
netrunning, and the Hammond-Wu foundation has just been set
up for research into biogenetics. If you plan to stay overnight, we
can strongly recommend the Keeble College Hotel. Originally
part of the university, the building was badly damaged by fire
some twenty years ago, but has now been fully renovated and
turned into a luxurious stop-over for the weary traveller. For

e ———
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Player Contact: Puck, a netrunner studying at
Babbage-Gibson College. Boasts that he can get
into any system, as long as the price is right. After
all, struggling students need some source of
income. Grant cheques are so meager these days.

Puck, Netrunner (INT 8, REF 7)
Interface 4, System Knowledge 6, Programming 4,
Education/Gen. Know. 4

RUMOR: “HAVE you SEEN THE LATEST
STOCK-MARKET REPORT? THE HAMMOND
BIOGENETICS FOUNDATION HAVE JUST PUR-
CHASED A SMALL ISLAND' OFF THE COAST
OF CENTRAL AMERICA. IT SEEMS THEY ARE
SPARING NO EXPENSE, BUT | DIDN'T THINK
THERE WAS ANY MONEY IN REAL ESTATE!

Warwick,
Stratford-Upon-
Avan

rd
Birmingham,/
Metroplex,”

Warwick, Stratford-Upon-Avon,
and the surrounding ETB reserva-
tion are found to the north amidst .
more IMA farmland. The ETB have Va
gone to great lengths to ensure *Dudley |
that the character of these towns Yarley
remains unchanged, and that visi-
tors can see them today exactly as
they were hundreds of years ago.
However, access to this region is
restricted to those with valid ETB
permits or other recognized holi- Il ’
day coupons. Tourists to this area
can rest assured that the sur-
rounding electrified fence and the
armed and armored dirigibles cir-
ding lazily overhead in the blue
skies will ensure that nothing unto-
ward will detract from their full
enjoyment of this slice of Brtain's
past. For the tourist from abroad,
Stratford-Upon-Avon is probably
the best known town in the area.

.
Kidderminster 3,

o
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L 4
Stratford-on-Avon 4

The birthplace of the world's greatest playwright,
William Shakespeare, the town is a testament to his genius.
Many buildings associated with the Bard can be visited,
inciuding his birthplace, the home of his son-in-law, and the
homes of his wife and mother. All are furnished with genuine
reproduction period furniture, and complemented by holo-
grams of Shakespeare guiding you through the properties.
The ETB sponsored Royal Shakespeare Company (newly
reformed after the Restoration) perform nightly some of
Shakespeare’s greatest works. No visit to the town is com-
plete without seeing at least one play. For eating, one must
visit the Dirty Duck, the country’s oldest public house, who
serve a whole variety of cuisine in conjunction with tradi-
tional English ales, and the new Queen’s Table, a highly
exclusive restaurant, who proudly maintain that they serve
“food fit for a Queen”

For your overnight stay in this picturesque town, try
Elsinore, a mock Danish castle, with each room themed to a
specific Shakespearean play. Young lovers can enjoy the
pleasures of the Romeo and Juliet suite, while the more
macabre minded may find more to their liking a night in the
Macbeth chambers. Once you have seen ail the delights that
Stratford can offer, just a few miles up the road lies Warwick,
where you will find a perfectly restored medieval castle,

% Crantham
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complete with feasting halls, dungeons, and knights in armor.
Restored to its former glory by the caring auspices of the
ETB, the splendor of Warwick Castle will fill your senses with
a never-to-be-forgotten experience.

The castie itself can provide a complete holiday without
ever stepping outside its fortified walls, Why not enjoy a
mediaeval banquet in “The Rack,” surrounded by devices of
torture, gruesomely realistic automatons (the kids will love
the beheading scene, complete with gushing blood), and
accompanied by full surround-sound screams. Stay
overnight in the haunted bed chambers (holographic ghosts
will ensure that you do not sleep a wink), or for a laugh, why
not have your partner incarcerated in the dungeons (for a
small fee), so you can enjoy the buxom serving wenches
without hearing her complaints? Law Code: 5-1-4.

Player Contact: Imogen Howard, a struggling RSC
bit-player, looking for the break irto the vid-market.
Currently dating the ETB Stratford administrator, and
willing to do deals in-return for the:right connec-
tions. '

Rumor:
“trye HEARD THAT UNCLE KEN 1S GOING TO
DO A INNOVATIVE PERFORMANCE OF
RICHARD 11T 1N-A WHEELCHAIR”

REALLy? Is EMMA GOING TOBEIN m?”

“Ves, smswummwal’” :

Restrictions

When travelling through the military areas bordering the London
Region, tourists should avoid using cameras, radios or anything
that could be misinterpreted as an enemy signal.

The farmlands of the IMA are closed, with very few excep-
tions. Take care to avoid areas designated for land clearing, as
these contain automated machinery. IMA cannot be held respon-
sible for any loss of life or fimb that may occur. You are advised
to keep your vehide moving at all times, except at designated
IMA Beauty Spots. Stationary vehicles are likely to be targeted by
aerial security drones.

Uffington is free from all restrictions, although again we
stress that potential visitors check with their local ETB or NFU
office for the dates of any local religious festivals.

Entry to all ETB reservations are strictly controlled and ETB
troops will enthusiastically enforce any breach of ETB regulations.

TDATASCREEN
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You are strongly advised to check on the validity of your ETB per-
mit or other endorsed holiday card prior to your visit to the area.

Traveller Beware!

Though largely free of crime due ta the joint guardianship of the
British Combined Forces, the IMA and the ever vigilant ETB,
some of the urbanized areas of Luton and Swindon are best
avoided. There is litle nomad trouble, aithough we recom-
mend that contact be avoided with the exception of Uffington.
You may not tell the difference between a Spiral Tribe member
and a Triple Moon Clan member until it is too late. (Note: On
your travels in Mercia, should you spot nomads whose vehi-
cles or clothing are adormed with concentric rings, please
report their whereabouts to your local ETB office representa-
tive, where a reward may be given.)

WESSEX

Wessex is located on Britain’s south coast, comprising parts of
the former counties of Devon, Avon and Somerset, as well as
alt of Hampshire, Dorset and Wiltshire. Located within the
region are places of importance such as the Bristo! Metroplex,
which is largety under the controt of IMA and the location of
their head office, and Avalon (formerty Glastonbury), owned by
the Natural Faith Union. The town of Newbury also forms the
main regional headquarters for the British Combined Forces. It
is quite a prosperous region, with important trading ports to the
south, as well as the Poole-Boumemouth Metroplex which is
currently undergoing selective redevelopment by the ETB, the
only metropiex to have such a source of revenue being pumped
into it. In addition the metroplex is home to the Customs &
Excise regiment and the Special Boat Service (SBS). Salisbury
plain is used for military maneuvres. Further westwards the land
is being farmed by IMA. While not as important for farming as
some other regions, it still produces a fair amount of produce.
The M3 motorway from Southampton to London is one of the
safest, cleanest and smartest roads in the country. It is virtuatly
crime-free and those that do attempt some form of hijacking
along its route are invariably caught.

Places to Visit

Southampton is the first stop for most tourists visiting Wessex.
The most likely route leaves London and heads south on the
M3, a short journey which should not take longer than two
hours. Southampton is a highly commercialized and energetic
city. Itis the southern center for commercial shipping, and in the
dockland area there is a secure holding penitentiary for those
awaiting transit to the Isle of Wight Penal Colony. The city boasts
a hi-tech university which is renowned for its medical training.
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There is not much else in the city for tourists, apart from a very
comprehensive shopping complex, and overnight lodgings are
available if you want to break your joumey. if you are going
abroad, from Southampton you may catch the fast passenger
train to Portsmouth, where you have access via cross-channel
ferries to four French ports: Le Harve, Caen, St Malo and
Cherbourg. Law Code: 5-1-4.

Player Contact: Paul Mitchell, Penal Transit Guard.
Responsible for ensuring there is no trouble among
convicts awaiting their trip to the Isle of Wight. While
he is loyal, he might be able to provide information
on who is awaiting transport, or even arrange a pes-
mit to enter the security areas.

Heading westwards from Southampton, the tourist is only
some thirty minutes from the New Forest. The south and east
regions of the Forest are owned by TimberCorp, a purported
subsidiary of IMA, and are inaccessible to members of the pub-
lic. The North and Western regions contain much natural beauty
for the travelier to explore. The ETB advise, however, that devel-
opment licenses have not been granted as there is competition
for controi between the ETB and the NFU. Because of the
restoration of natural wildiife, the traveller is advised to be cau-
tious at all times. Wolves are quite common in this region.
Because there is no development as yet, there are few areas to
provide comforts for the tourist apart from the most basic ameni-
ties. However, the Forest does
provide a rare opportunity to

see a region of virtually unspoilt Jilis*" " e

woodiand, Law Code: 4-3-3. =N "‘"’" ’/
» —'“-\-_—
FoCardit
-

Player Contact: Skunk,

rounded by a. small
band of Tribe waniors. L
Does not want either
the ETB or the NFU to

plans for the Forest. ..

Skunk, Nomad (NT 6,
REF 7) Family 4,
Pharmaceu-ticals 6,
Melee 6, Handgun 3
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RUMOR: “IF yOU THINK WOLVES ARE BAD
ENOUGH, I'VE HEARD THERE ARE OTHER
THINGS THAT GOT OUT OF ZOOS AS WELL.
BEARS, TIGERS, Y'KNOW. THIS PLACE ISN'T
SAFE. NOT UNTIL IT'S BEEN PROPERLY
DEVELOPED!"

You enter the Poole-Boumemouth Metroplex just a few
miles further west. This is Britain's newest and most exciting
metroplex. The area was saved from the most excessive ravages
and relocation programs of the MLA due to its private security
force of ex-Royal Marines who returned to their base almost
immediately after the fall of King Charles Il. The area is and
always has been intensely royalist, and was visited by the new
Queen in one of her first acts as Regent. There is much for the
traveller, particularly in the Poole Harbor district of the area.
Prudent deployment of filter gates across the Harbor entrance
has prevented it from suffering from the pollution that afficts the
rest of the south coast. The Harbor is now a paradise for water
sports, from jet-surfing to wreck-diving (of which there are numer-
ous wrecks for the diver to explore). There are numerous restau-
rants offering a whole range of cuisine for the tourist to enjoy, and
hotels both large and small at prices to suit all budgets.

Although the most Euro of Britain's cities in appearance, like
the rest of the UK, the area’s citizens see themselves separate
from Europe. Locally there is a distrust and resentment of the
French which goes back several hundred years. The Customs &
Excise Regiment are based on Green Island within the Poole
Harbor boundary. Incomporated within the C & E are elements of
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the Spedial Boat Service. These ruthless and dedicated individu-
als are currently engaged in a bloody war against smuggling and
piracy. Travellers wishing to hire water craft and boats are advised
to register their planned day's activities with the Customs &
Excise information office located on the quayside or suffer the
possible deadly consequences. Law Code: 3-3-3.

Player Contact: Jane Marston, C & E employee.
While having a low security clearance, she.can pro-
vide information on patrol routes and times—if the
right incentive is offered. After all, she’s risking a lot.

RUMOR:

“PVE HEARD THAT THE SMUGGLING'S BEEN
STEPPED UP RECENTLY. APPARENTLY
THEY'VE FOUND A PLACE TO: LAND THAT
CUSTOMS DON'T KNOW ABOUT" -

“YEAH, MAYBE Buﬁhey’u. AND: T, THEY
ALWAYS.DO. AND THEN THERE'LL. BE A FEW
MORE GOING:TD:WK;HT:' oy

From Poole-Bournemouth, you can travel northwards
through historic Dorset, much of which is under ETB develop-
ment. A must on your joumey is the newly re-opened Martyr's
Museum at Tolpuddle, including the new King Charles Il exhibi-
tion. Further north from Yeovil is largely nomad territory, allow a
visit to the NFU office at Yeovil which will fumish you with any
information you may require.

The historic and ancient town of Glastonbury is next as you
head further north from the metroplex. Gifted to the NFU by the
MLA for assistance in stopping terrorist attacks by the
Revolutionary Army of Grandmother Earth (RAGE) some ten
years ago, the town has become 3 haven for travellers of all
denominations and the spiritual center of the rapidly growing
Pagan faith.

The town has changed littie since the late 20th century,
although rising water levets have meant that much of it is sur-
rounded by marshlands. The NFU changed the name of the
town to Avalon, which is how you will find it referred to locally,
although the authorities still insist on calling it Glastonbury. The
head office of the NFU is located here, and they can provide all
sorts of interesting and useful information regarding the various
tribes that inhabit the UK, including which ones will offer you a
friendly welcome, and which ones that you are advised to avoid
at all costs. The town itself is small, but the surrounding ex-farm-
lands provide campsites for the numerous travellers who are
making a pilgrimage to the town. There is not much to offer for
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the average tourist, with most of the shops and services being
geared for the nomad. However, the town is always worth a visit
and you will be guaranteed a warm welcome by ail the resi-
dents.

It may be a little unnerving for the traveller to be surround-,
ed by so many nomads, especially considering the bad press
they normally receive, and this feeling may be heightened by the
apparent lack of any police. However, Avalon is virtually crime-
free due to the vigilance of the Guild of Stag Dancers, who take
it upon themselves to ensure that Avalon remains pure for all
who wish to experience its wonders. One of the more distinctive
landmarks is Glastonbury Tor, an ancient hill with many legends
surrounding it. It is always packed with travellers indulging in var-
ious spiritual matters that you may find rather daunting. Unless
you are really determined to enjoy that admittedly magnificent
view of the surrounding countryside from the top, you are advised
not to climb the Tor. Law Code: 4-14 (nominally)

Player- Contact:: Jonathon Sunbeam, nomad of the
Triple Moon Clan. In reality an IMA spy sent to try and
get’ information- that- can- be used: to- break up
Glastonbury: - However;: bothhe-and the: PC's"are
unaware: that-his‘cover has been-blown: - The Stag
Dancers are just waiting for the "appropriate moment
* before dealing with Sunbeam and his:new: friiends.
Jonathon Stnbeam; Nomad/Spy-(INT 7, EMP 6)

Family 1, Disguise:- 4;. Awareness: 4; Human

RUMOR:. “THIS: SAMHAIN THERE'S GOING
TO BE A SPECIAL CELEBRATION; CALLED THE
RisING OF THE HAG. THE WORD' IS: THAT*
“AVALON 1S GOING TO BE CLOSED OFF. NO
OUTSIDERS: WILL, BE ALLOWED IN: BET THE
CORPS WOULD LIKE TO GET A LOOK. THEY
WOULD PAY ALMOST ANYTHING. BE EXTRA

To the north lies the sprawling, crime-ridden Bristol
Conurbation (which incorporates the city of Bath. This is a large,
generally run-down area (apart from the IMA corporate sector).
The area is detailed separately (in the Metroplexes section), but
as a rule, the traveller should avoid Bristol. unless on business.

Westwards, the land is initially under IMA control, until the
Salisbury Training Plain, where the BCF takes over authority.
Since the BCF use all kinds of ordinance in this district (includ-
ing fuel-air bombs), we cannot recommend any travel through
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this region. However, the BCF do arrange trips to see the ancient
monument of Stonehenge when training permits. See your focal
NFU office for details and prices.

Restrictions

When travelling along the M3, you are advised that the minimum
speed requirement has been raised to 80 miles per hour. You are
not permitted to stop except at service stations.

While in Southampton, some of the Dockdands are complete-
ly sealed off for Penal Colony transportation. You are advised to
read and follow exactly all waming signs you may encounter.
Unauthorized entry to this area camies mandatory placement on
the island. YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED!

ETB permits are required to visit all Dorset Village
Developments. All IMA and military restrictions apply and are pre-
viously stated.

While in Glastonbury, remember to follow any instructions
given you by a member of the Guild of Stag Dancers. While they
may appear to be like any other nomad (although they do cany
identification—if in doubt, ask to see it), their actions are fully sup-
ported by law.

Traveller Beware!

Generally Wessex is crime-free,
apart from the Bristol Conurbation,
which has an unhealthily large gang
population. Although safe from
crime, the rule of law in Wessex is
extremely tight Any sightings of
cniminal activity should be reported
to the nearest authority (MA, ETB or
BCP for attention. Your cooperation
is appreciated.

LINDISFARNE

The depressed and poverty-
wracked district of Lindisfame is
easily England's most underdevel
oped region. it encompassed the
old counties of Northumberiand,
Tyne and Wear, Durham, Cleveland
and parts of North Yorkshire and
has been largely cut off from the rest
of the country; initially due to tight

Scottish uprising of 2013 which

brought so much violence and
destruction to the region, and cur-
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rently due to the fact that new, Corporate-driven England cannot
see any investment opportunities to tempt them. As a result,
Lindisfame continues to decay and has been left to the mercy of
three non-Corporate entities. The hard-pressed Lindisfame council
is likely to fall to one or the other eventually.

The power groups are as follows: The Longboatmen, an
extremely large and well organised band of pirates and smugglers
who largely control the North East coast including the areas of
Darlington, South Shields and Sunderiand, currently regions of the
Newcastle Metroplex. The Jackknife gangs that haunt the arterial
and vital A1 which links to the M1 from London and connects to
the A1(M) to Newcastle. The activities of these two prevalent gangs
have caused all essential produce to be shipped to Newcastie by
air and thus pushing the price up. Finally, the dual threat of the
Cheviot Hill Clans, along with the Scottish Nationalists which they
undoubtedly sheiter. The weary people of Newcastle are awaiting
the day that the Scottish (tired of empty words from London) will
begin their campaign of terror once more.

Places to Visit

Quite simply there are none; this is a quite hormible place with
seemingly no redeeming features. No setf-respecting tourist would
want to visit Lindisfame, even the ever-optimistic ETB have ruled
out any investment. Howeves, if you are one of those travellers who

Durhame ;
Tyne Tees { 4 gl
Conurbation’* # NHartepool ]
<m BN o S i

bd ———————

e e eetmm——— | Yy
DATASCREEN 105 e— :\n )




are actually seeking employment, then there is quite a lot of oppor-
tunity, especially for a resourceful free-lancer or edgerunner. It is
strongly advised that transportation is done by air to Lindisfame’s
capital; it is fairly cheap from Leeds which can be reached reason-
ably safely, but if your budget is tightly stretched, you may have to
chance your cyberamm on the At. if you have to take this course
of action, it is recommended that you try and get a seat in one of
the ammored juggernauts that frequently ply the routes; the drivers
of these huge sixteen-wheel monsters often require gunners or
spotters. Passage can be gained by attending the Driver's
Protection Union Station in Ribbon on the lindisfame border.
Though transportation in a juggemaut does not guarantee safety
by any means, it does raise your chances of survivai—-which if you
took your own transport would stand, taking all factors into con-
sideration, at zero!

To the East of the A1 is what was once one of England’s most
beautiful national parks, the North York Moors, During the time of
the MLA, however, it was used as a weapon development testing
area and much of the beauty has been blasted or metted away. it
is rumored that the Hilliand corporation purchased tracts of this
park from the MLA shortly before the Restoration, and it is also
rumored that much of these tracts were used for chemical dump-
ing on a simply vast scale. One thing is for sure, the North Yorks
Moors are now havens for Jackknife gangs who use the blasted
wildemess as a base for their operation on the A1. The largest
gang in the region is Screaming Speed and you'll be disappointed
to leam that of all the Jackknife gangs, these are the worst, attack-
ing travellers often just for fun. f you do decide to brave the road
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north by yourseff, it is likely to be these road pirates that tear off
your body parts. Law Code: 0-5-1

Player Contact: Harry, owner:and chef(?) of The
Flat Hedgehog. Hamy is a great:source of knowh-
edge regarding nearly anything and: everything in
Lindisfame. if the players can survive his A1 fry-up”
they may gain his trust However, this is not'so-easy:
as: it sounds...the A1 fry-up-is cooked iy pure'
engine. oil, yum:

RUMOR: “LISTEN -MATE, THERE AREN'T ANY
RUMORS UP HERE. YOU SNEAKY YANK
SOD, IT'S. ALL UP FRONT AND IN YOUR
FACE...GET MYy MEANING? CORPS CAN DO
WHAT THEY UKE—AND DO—S0 THEY DON'T
NEED TO BE SECRETIVE.”

Stockton-on-Tees is the town which largely marks the end of
the Jackknife gangs' spheres of operation (and terron. The town is
owned by the Driver's Protection Union (DPU, as they laughingly
call themsetves) and it is very wellfortified with armored walls, sen-
try towers and even two ex-MLA AV-4's. Very cheap accommoda-
tion can be gained here and you can enjoy a tasty (if greasy feast)
at “The Rat Hedgehog,” a notorious eating establishment known to
nearly every Juggemaut driver in England. Law Code: 4-3-3.

CYBERPUNK 2.0.2.0
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Transportation on the A1(M) to Newcastle is a little safer,
however, there is lithe or no security presence so any speed lim-
its or restriction are only minimally in force. Newcastie itself is a
smog-choked, disease-ife sprawl of hellish proportions and the
city center has one of the highest crime rates in the world. If you
must stay in this metroplex, we firmly advise you keep to the
periphery regions such as Wickham or Slaydon; though not at all
pleasant they are certainly safer than the city proper. “Sam'’s Place”
is a bar tumed hostel aimed primarily at visiting American solos; it
is owned and run by one Sam Dante, an ex-inebacker for the
London Ravens (and later, enforcer for IMA). Bed and board can
be gained in relatively safety here, but Dante violently enforces the
'no armament in the bar’ rule! (They are fine in the bedrooms, and
the landing and communal bathrooms often degenerate into free-
fire zonesh Law Code: 0-5-1 talso see Tyne-Tees conurb in the
Metroplexes section)

If you seek employment, the most legitimate work can be
gained from the city council offices where correct penmits can be
given and gun cameras fitted. Types of work involve anything from
beefing up the city's security, to full-biown raids on the warehous-
es of the Longboatmen. Non-egitimate (but high paying) work can
be gained from the Longboatmen themseives, but beware, they
can be edgy and trigger-happy around strangers, contact is best
made at “Loki’'s,” a cheap, seedy bar found in the docklands of
South Shietds which is known to all as neutral ground.

Player Contact: Freyja Dawnstar is the latest
bioscuipted plaything of Eric Bloodaxe, one of the
top Longboatmen enforcers, or Jarls, as they like to
call themselves. Freyja has become afittle bored
with the drunken-and violent attentions of her lover
and is seeking a way out. She’ll pay with information
on warehouse locations and what's in them.

Rumour:
“I's ALL OVER THE STREETS...”

““WHAT 18?"

“THE MAYOR’'S HEAD, OR [T WILL BE IF
GUNNAR CHROMEBLOOD IS TELLING THE
TRUTH!”

North of Newcastle is barven, underdeveloped wasteland.
During the rule of the MLA, most of this region was occupied by
military bases and concentration camps, and even today the
BCF have a pretty large presence; entry to this area is strictly

controlled by the means of BCF Kestrels, the security is con-
trolled as follows—they spot you with radar, sonar, low-ite or UV.
Then they shoot you to little pieces. Though it is getting tiresome
to keep saying this, we once again strongly advise against further
travel northwards.

After the BCF region is the Cheviot Hills. Don't they atways
say it can't get any worse—-well they lied, because it just did. No
one has any idea what is going on in this dark, windswept and
almost inaccessible area, only that it is inherently hostile; even the
BCF do not bother with patrols through the Cheviots as it became
a waste of manpower and resources. In short, the Hills are con-
trolled by a group of clans, and these clans are populated by what
can only be described as extremist, fundamentalist pagans! The
land was purchased by the NFU years ago, and it is widely thought
that even they have lost a grip on the area. The dans, whose
names and rules are totally unknown to the outside world, are best
left well alone. 1t is at least known that they do not have much in
the way of weaponry and no cyberware. They know the land
though, and they know it very well indeed. Law Code: 0-5-1.

Player Contact: Cormac the Wanderer, a lone
scarred and tattooed individual happens to cross
the players path; he has nothing to sell or talk
about, he just stares. Maybe it annoys the players,
maybe they decide to frag him; they can, it's easy
enough. But be wamed—Cormac is a shaman of
the Blue Raven’s Wing Clan and they will know of
his passing....

Cormac, Nomad (INT 9, EMP 8)
Family 9, Wilderness Survival 6, Human Perception
5, Awareness 4

RuMOR: “PsioNics, HUH? THEY caLL It
MAGIC, THE WAY OF THE EARTH; BUT BELIEVE
ME, THEY'VE GOT IT. WELL, SOME OF THEM
HAVE, PARTICULARLY THE YOUNG ONES, Bur
| DON'T CARE WHAT BIOTECHNICA IS PAYING,
I'M NOT GOING THERE!”

Restrictions

None, excepting the BCF-controlled land directty north of
Newcastie which is considered a free-fire zone, no entry at any
times.

Travellers Beware!

Yes, they better had!!
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LinDsEy & DEIRA

immediately south of Lindisfame, on the east coast of Britain,
Lindsey and Deira are as far north as the sane tounist will nor-
mally progress. The region offers an unusual mix of industry and
tourism, with large corporations like IMA and Hilliard controlling
much of the area, and the ETB controiling York and the sur-
rounding land. The coast is of vitai importance, and boasts a
strong Customs & Excise presence, as Bridlington and Kingston-
upon-Hull are about as far north as one can get by sea before
running into the Longboatmen. The land itself is ugly and
scamed, with towering chimneys and imposing glass-covered
buildings that house the many comorations, both big and smail,
that have interests here. Because of the high ievel of manufac-
turing industry, the region is very prosperous, transporting its
wares to the rest of the UK and beyond. It is also one of the
most poliuted areas in the country, with high ievels of smog and
acid rain, so travellers are advised to listen to local weather and
smog broadcasts and follow any recommendations given. It is
this leve! of poliution that has given ETB its biggest headache in
preparing the York Reservation for tourists. Not wanting any-
thing to spoil the enjoyment of your visit (as is their policy), ETB
have invested heavily in weather control stations. These are
nothing elaborate, they just try to slightly alter the course of any
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smog banks or rain clouds, so they drift back over the industrial
area where they originated.

Places to Visit

There are not many places in Lindsey and Deira that you would
really want to visit. if you are driving in your own transport, as
opposed to an ETB tourist vehicle, you would see the open fields
of Mercia gradually give way to more and more buildings,
packed closer and closer together. Power stations providing
energy for miles around are found along the river banks, raising
the ambient temperature several degrees above normal. Large
manufacturing plants producing ail kinds of goods can be found,
but sadly none are known to offer tours similar to the IMA com-
plex in Mercia. Travellers are thus advised to head eastwards
towards the York Tourist Reservation,

The York Tourist Reservation is one of the English Tourist
Board's most recent projects and there is still a lot of work being
done here; if you do not have ETB permits or vouchers, some can
be purchased at the town of Selby (just to the south of York) where
ETB has set up an orientation center. Also at Selby is the marvel-
lous and innovative “Park and Glide” system: just leave your vehi-
de or hover-bus and board one the Tourist Board's latest VTOL
sky-buses which take you above the doud cover for a twenty

minute flight to the transit station in
historic York itself. During the flight,
your ETB hostess will provide you
with an introductory lecture on a
city that has witnessed every great
stage in England's history.

It is strongly advised that you utilise
the “Park and Glide” scheme as no
transport other than ETB riverboats
and trams are allowed in the city
center, and though you may elect to
leave your vehide at either of the
two car-ports outside of York they
do not offer the same security as
the Selby compound. Additionally,
you may like to travel direct from
London on the new high-speed
rail tink which will get you to the
city in less that two hours. Law
Code: 5-15 (includes York city)

Player Contact: = Emma
Richardson is an ETB hostess
and a bit of a hedonist on the
side. Based in Selby, Emma can
arange safe transport for no
charge other than a. nights
{continued next page) -
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‘entertainment; though if the players are armed, itis
fikely. to:be. in:the: sky-bus’ cmmped (muugh fu!ly»
‘pressurized) hold.

RUMOR: “SOME OF THE: PLANS  AND' PRO~
“JECTS ETB WERE PROPOSING FOR YORK
‘HAVE BEEN DROPPED. | WONDER HOW: BAD
THEIR FINANCIAL EMBARRASSMENT IS AT
THE MOMENT; MAYBE YORK HAS THE
'ANSWER.” :

Like Stratford, Warwick and Comwall, York wili dazzle you
with its historic splendor. You wil get great view of the city from
the comfort of your sky-bus as you land at the Jorvik Transit
Center where the London-link rail service also arrives. York had
been one of the few cities in England to have several different
names; originally the Romans who founded it called it
Eborucum, then the Vikings who took it as their own in the
eleventh century re-named it Jorvik (pronounced Yorvick). The
present name is meant to be a medieval attempt to amaiga-
mate both names. The city is packed with history and has
gained a great heritage from its different rulers, for example
the Viking word for road was ‘gut,’ hence every street in York
is called Gate: Bargate, Micklegate etc. It is this wonderful mix
of cuiture that makes York so fascinating.

While in this city enjoying its delights, we recommend you
stay at the King's Court Hotel. One of the finest and superbly
furnished hotels in all of England, the King's Court has fifty
rooms all of which are suites of the finest quality, and its restau-
rant “The White Rose” is thought of by many to be one of the
finest in the world. Those who cannot quite afford the King's
Court £1000-a-night rate, may wish to consider Caesar’s Rest,
a lovely theme hotel which captures the decadence of a
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Roman villa in all its glory. You will be served grapes and wine
by beautiful slave girls (ETB personned as you lay on silk pil-
lows beside the Hotel's very own spa bath; the Caesar’s Rest
provides all this opulence for only £750 a night However,
should this still be beyond your means we recommend you try
one of York's family guesthouses, and if you wish a theme hol-
iday, why not try the “Longhouse™ a Viking-styie residence full
of smoke and shieids. The owner (Mrs. Vera the Red) has
pulled out all the stops to create the right atmosphere, espe-
cially at meaitimes, where axe-throwing displays are per-
formed nightly by Mrs. Red's husband Staniey and daughter
Helga.

There is lots to see in York, but a few things simply must not
be missed, like the Archaeological Resource Center, a marvel-
lous hands-on look at the dying craft of archaeology. Have a dig
in the “Earth of Legend” who knows what you will find, but the
center promises no digger will leave empty-handed. If you don't
like getting your hands dirty, why not try the Ultra-Sound search
computer and wonder at the ghostly images of the past that
appear on the monitor. Or a short walk away is the Jorvik Viking
Center for a ride through time to the Jorvik of oid, complete with
sights, sounds and smeils; but wait, those Viking warriors look
very realistic—and they're coming straight for you! Do you have
the speed to escape the horde in the thrilling “Plunder Run™
The Viking Center, our latest ail-family fun attraction; the kids will
love it and if the wife gets caught, maybe she will too! Like
London, York has plenty of fascinating museums for you to lose
yourself in. While in the city, you can't miss the infamous Ghost
Walk. If your nerves are up to it, why not join one of the fully-
guided late-night walks through the dark alleys of old York. (ETB
would fike to point out that realistic holograms and other effects
are used on this tour, and they cannot accept any responsibility
for loss of fife on the tour. Those with heart conditions or artifi-
cial overdrive hearts are advised not to take the walk)
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Player Contact: Jim Duggan is a riverboat pilot and
also a gunrunner; he uses his speedy craft to bring
weapons down the river Quse from Scarborough to
the Longboatmen. Now he is looking for some pro-
tection for a shipment going south to London. He
will pay well and is insisting that the authorities know
nothing about it.

Jim Duggan, Runner REF 8, TECH 6)

Vehicle Zen 5, Water Vehides 6, Heavy Weapons 5,
Hide/Evade 6

Note: this is from When Gravity Fails, he could also
be a Nomad or Tech, replace special ability.

RUMOR: “SOME LL.S. TRAVEL. COMPANY.
HAS SENT AGENTS TO YORK TQ CHECK OUT
THE ETB OPERATION. WORD IS THE
TouRIST BOARD ARE DEPLOYING. THEIR
OWN AGENTS TO TRACK DOWN THE YANKS
AND ICE THEM, SO TRY.NOT TO LOOK TOO
suspicious, ETB ARE KNOWN TO BE A BIT

TRIGGER-HAPPY.”

Restrictions

Entry to York is strictly controlied. Anyone caught in the city with-
out a Resident's pass or a Travel Permit is subject to immediate
deportation. in exireme cases, the subject may be transported to
London for intensive questioning. Some areas of York are also
undergoing Heritage Preservation and are strictly off-limits to all
Trespassers will be warned off; persistent trespassers will be shot.

Due to the large amounts of industrialization in Lindsey and
Deira, some areas have been designated as Commercial Sectors
and Corporate clearance is required. This is particularly true of
areas which support overseas corporate activity. These comora-
tions seem to be more protective in the LLK than anywhere else.

Travellers Beware!

Crime is quite widespread in the industrial areas of Lindsey and
Deira, and the traveller is advised to keep aware of local news
reports. York is fairly free of crime, but due to the ETB develop-
ment in the city it is worth noting that the Tourist Board troops are
more zealous in their duties here than eisewhere in the country.

There is littie or no nomad population in Lindsey and Deira.
Most think the land has been long since poisoned beyond salva-
tion; however, there is a pack of the “Wild Hunt” who are known
to terrorize M62, which runs from the east to the metroplexes in
the west of the region.

IsLE oF MAN & THE
CHANNEL IsLANDS

Although these islands are a long way @art they ae dealt with
under the same heading as they are ogensibly the same—rich
Corporate playgrounds and tax havens for the ultra-ich who like
to induige in offshore banking.

The Channel Islands consist of mary istands, tte most pop-
ulous of which are Jersey and Guemsey Although hey are part
of the British Isles, they are run exclusivel/ by the Cops and have
been since the late 90's, as the MLA quite wisely left them
alone—after all where else could the various menbers of the
council secrete their ill-gotten gains? Sak is privatdy owned by
the Hilliard Corporation and Hilliard hinself lives here aimost
exclusively.

Yachting is one of the major pastimzs in this ara—because
its probably the safest place to incuige in ths sport, as
Corporate cutters constantly patrof the aea between the islands
and France. The Channel Islands are perhaps the jne place in
Britain where Euro-style reigns supreme, and the islands them-
selves have a French flavour to them. Security here is ultra-tight
and no casual visitors are aflowed—ony those on the deluxe
Tourist Ticket may visit. Those who work here mustcarry a vaiid
work permit signed by a company enployee resdent on the
island in question. Firearms cannot be arried uniess you are in
possession of a specific permit signel by the :dministrator,
Charles Hungerford. The only weapons allowed ae Corporate
showpiece vibro-blades—Kendachi has 3 very popuiar outlet on
the Jersey. The Japanese range isn'tas popula here as in
America, and the ‘in’ thing at the momrent is the 4-94 Rapier.
Law Code: 5-+1.

The Isle of Man is very much the same, aithough not quite
as high on Eurostyle. This is the offshore banking aea for those
highriders from the north of England ani Scotland. It's not quite
as exclusive as Jersey and Guernsey (in social status, that is), and
the occasional raid of pirates down fro Stranraer puts a damp-
ener on the cocktail party, but these things happer. The pirates
also stop the Yacht enthusiasts from sraying too far from the
coast and most of them try to sail towarcs the soutt of the island
away from Scottish waters.

Once a year, the sound of the Corprate elite & play is shat-
tered by the TT bike races—the world's oly organised road-com-
bat competition. The course is the samz as it aiways has been,
but the rules have been relaxed somewhat—you can use any
means necessary to get past your oppoent. Chaim;, lead piping
and baseball bats are all allowed but firarms are tanned (but if
you can get away with it.). The corpate executives love to
watch this race and much money changes hands at betting
shops. Of course, all this money involved means that saboteurs
of both men and machines are also anund. A jot can be had
here for solos as body- (and bike) guirds, and for techies as

mechanics for one of the many teams competing. This is the one
time of the year when anybody can visit the island. At ali other
times the restrictions are the same as those in the Channel
istands. The administrator is Hayley Parker—the only woman
administrator in the country. Law Code: 5-2-1

As can be imagined, the roads are in excellent condition and
are can treated as far as the law goes as Major Access roads.

A Notable Local

One the best TT racers of the last five years is Barry Sheehan.
Barry has a special certificate to get him through most airport
security devices, as he has so much metal in his body (not just
cyberwear) due to his numerous crashes. This doesn't bother
him in the slightest. In fact, he says it helps his radio receptiont
Barry can be hired as a driver for those wishing to have some-
one good to drive them around and he’s good in a fight—
remember he has to punch and kick people while riding a bike
at one hundred and fifty miles an hour. Standing on terra firma
while fighting is an absolute doddle.

Bairy Sheehan, Cyde Fighter (REF 10)
Combat Sense: (wheeled vehicles)- 7,
Motorcycle 9, Melee 8, Brawling &

NOoORTHUMBRIA

This district, like Middle Anglia, is almost two sep-
arate districts in character. To the south you have
the bustle and street violence of the Cheshire
Conurb {possibly the most vioient Metropiex in
Europe) and the flooded Fylde piain; to the north
you have peaceful inhabitants (f a little xenopho-
bic) and virtually unspoiled countryside dominat-
ed by the Cumbrian Mountains and the Pennines.
Most of the major towns in this district will be
detailed as part of the Cheshire Conurbation.
Other towns include Barrow-in-Furness and
Kendal. Northumbria has a large population of
refugees from the Scottish uprising and the sub-
sequent troubles. Another large chunk of the
population has moved away from the metroplex
to live in the peace and quiet of Northumbnia.
The north of the district is fiercely indepen-
dent—not so much in wanting to be independent
é from Westminster, but more a case of doing
E things their own way, and if you leave us alone
everything will be OK The administrator, Sir
Anthony Blair, like those in Wales, believes in

[ leaving the locals alone.
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Try to avoid going too deep into the Pennines, however, as
many notorious Jackknife gangs use the depths of the area as a
hideout, especially around Wensleydale (where they have the
best access to both the A1 and M6 Major Access roads).
Although having said that, those with an eye for a bargain might
want to check out the market in Skipton which is held every
Tuesday and selis off some the Jackknife gangs’ ill-gotten gains.
QOccasionally the police and the Coips will mount a raid, espe-
cially if there as been an exceptionally audacious (or notorious)
raid on the access roads within the last month, Qur advice is that
if there has been a well-publicized raid on either the M6 or A1
then avoid this area. However, the market has been known to
move on, so in this case, check out likley. If you are going to visit
likley, we suggest you do so from the Leeds area of the conur-
bation, NOT from Blackburn.

Many of the villages and towns in and around the Cumbrian
Mountains have long remained a Celtic domain, and in the last
twenty or so years this influence has become stronger with the
continued rise of the NFU. Most of the villages have retumed to
a form of feudalism and as long as the outside world doesn't
bother them, they don't bother it.
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The area also boasts a strong wolf population—especially in
the Cumbrian Mountains in Grizedale Forest. This brings about
a contlict of interests between the rural and urban populations
due to the “townies” in-bred suspicion of wolves.

The district is lacking in access roads and those that exist
are liable to raids by Jackknife gangs, so be careful and always
check the safety rating before proceeding. Some of the roads off
the MARS are actually quite good—after all, the Jackknifers need
a good road to be able to escape.

Barrow-in-Fumess is in complete contrast to this area. A
relatively small town on the coast, it is an island of high tech in
this sea of small farms. The town boasts the last nuclear subma-
rine construction facility in Europe, and as such, is in constant
use. All the countries in the E.C. who possess a Navy and want
a nudear submarine have them built here, as the anti-nuclear
lobby on the continent had all such shipyards closed down. {it's
funny how they don't mind about the one here, yet another case
of NIMBYism—Not in My Back Yard for those of you unfamiliar
with that particular acronym.) Most of the surrounding area is not
too impressed with having a nudlear construction facility on their
doorstep, but are loath to give the government an excuse to
crack down on them. Of course, having a site that builds sub-
marines means that the peripheral industries such as computing
are also based here—in fact, some of the best Netrunners (and
Sysops of course) are here. As such, this is probably the best
place for a ‘Runner to get a job outside of the metroplexes.

Bamow-in-Funess boasts four islands off its coast although
only one—Piel Island—isn't connected to the mainland in one way
or another. The Isle of Walney is where the Corporate bigwigs live,
and and so has high security (especially on the causeway con-
nedingittomemainland).ﬁelldmdisprivatelyownedbya man
who has the title of King of Piel. He is the landiord of the only hab-
itable building on the istand: the inn. Being king, he has the power
to make people Knights of Piel. The actual ceremony involves him
dubbing them with a sword and then pouring beer over them. The
only other building on the island is a ruined castie. The other two
islands are Roa and Foulney Islands and both are privately owned.

Due to the construction facility a detachment of the Red
Rose Regiment is stationed in the town in case of need. Law
Code: 5-13.

Kendal

Kendal is the district capital and garrison town for the Royal Red
Rose Regiment of the BCF. Kendal is known as the “auld gray
town” because of the predominance of gray limestone houses
and this has been preserved. One of the most restrained dis-
trict capitais around due to the balance struck with the local
population. But having said that, the local police and the BCF
are kept fairly busy with the Jackknife gangs in the Pennines
and trouble in their part of the metroplex. Law Code: 5-+1
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A possible reason why so many Jackknife gangs manage
to survive in this area without being caught is that the Pennines
are riddled with potholes (underground cave systems) and
these enable the gangs to literally ‘go to ground’. The largest of
these caves is Gaping Gill, which is located near Clapham, and
is large enough to contain York Minster. This cave is merely the
opening of a cave system that is just under two miles long, and
it must be assumed that at ieast one gang holes up here at all
times (f necessary). While other cave systems are not as large,
they are large enough to hide in while escaping the police (who
don't want to stay around in this area too long anyway).

As might be guessed, this area does not have much in the
way of nightlife, but boasts many fine pubs (most of which serve
exceilent food). Virtually all of the nightclubs are in the metro-
plex in the south of the region. Two low-key clubs exist in
Barrow-in-Furness, the best of which is “The Trident”

One of the best Netrunners in the country is Alice
Romaine (aka Astarte). At the moment, she is employed by a
small computer fim spedializing in fire-control systems. It's said
that she has a shady background and that one of the reasons
she lives out of the way in Barrow is that she tried one run too
many in London and some goons from IMA are looking for her.
Others say she has relatives among the tribes in the Cumbrian
Mountains. She is small, slim and very attractive. She looks out
of place in the Trident due to the fact she still dresses as though
she were in a London dub ther favorite clothes are clear PVC
with nothing else).

Next leg on our whistle-stop tour of the UK. is Wales, land
of the leek, rugby and the coal miner’s daughter.

North Wales

Much of North Wales is like the Cumbrian Mountains in that
it is fiercely independent but hasn't shown any real attempt
to break from the rule of Westminster. The administrator for
the area, Shadwell Jones, has been sensible enough to
leave things as they are, knowing fuil well that if he were to
crack down this could become another Northern Ireland or
East Anglia. This area is mountainous and has always kept
the Welsh national identity alive—in fact, over three-quarters
of the inhabitants speak Welsh as the main language.

"CYBERPUNK 2.0.2.0

There is a difference
between the east and west of
the district, as Westminster (in
its wisdom) placed parts of
Cheshire and Staffordshire in
with North Wales in hopes that
this would dilute any nationalist
fervor when elections are final-
ly held. The major towns in this
district are Caernarfon, Dolgel-
lau, Crewe and Chester.

North Wales has a large
population of wolives, and these
have been allowed to roam free
by many of the local tribes
because of the spiritual signifi-
cance to their religion. Rumors
also abound of lions and the
like roaming the countryside. it
is surmised that these more
exotic animals must have
escaped from Chester Zoo dur-
ing the Troubles.

The North Wales access roads
are actually pretty safe. Yes, there is
the occasional kidnapping or rob-
bery, but no more than in most
parts of the States. Best rule of
thumb is travel during daylight and the odds are you'll be alright.
Once off the access roads this changes. People don't use cars
much here and many roads have fallen into disrepair; even many
of those that haven't are single-lane roads, so make sure the road
is wide enough to take your vehidle.

Dolgellau
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Dolgeliau is the administrative center for the region and, like
Kendal, is one of the more relaxed towns—don't let this go to your
head and get cocky though, as they won't want anybody upsetting
the status quo. The town itself is picturesque and brooding with
buildings built from the local dark slate. Law Code: 4-2-3.

Casmarfon

Caemarfon is the headquarters of the local BCF regiment—the
Prince of Wales' Own. The town is dominated by the huge castle
where the late King Charies [l was invested as Prince of Wales. The
castle is the end of many a pilgrimage by people who remember
his stand against the military coup which brought the MLA to
power. A small (unofficial shrine to the King has been formed by
hundreds of pilgrims placing flowers against one of the walls of the
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castle. The castie now serves as the actual headquarters of the reg-
iment. Caemarfon (or Caemarvon) has long been the ceremonial
capital of Wales and even though the administrator resides in
Dolgellau, he was swom into office at the castie. Law Code: 4-12.

Crevwe

Crewe is one the major rail nudiei in the country as it contains the
major construction and repair depot. As it is so important to what's
left of the rail network (and the Liverpool end of the Cheshire
Conurbation is very close} a small detachment of the Prince of
\flahs’Ownisonstaﬁoqudettown;ﬂspeaoeMnamreisucca—
sionally shattered by raids perpetrated by gangs from the conur-
bation. Law Code: 3-3-3.

hester

Chester now looks like an ancient Phoenician ctty state in that dur-
ing high water, it becomes an island. Most of the Wirral is under-
water apart from Wallasey. Further infand, the Wirral becomes a
marsh, but a high spring tide places the whole area underwater as
far inland as Maipas. The town is surounded by an okd Roman wall
and because of this, very itle work needed to be done to tum
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back the flood tides. This wall and the surmounding marsh gives
Chester an obvious line of defense, and as such, it has become
one of the maijor areas for Corporate executives to live while work-
ing in the conurbation. As might be expected, security is fairly tight,
so be careful, as always. Chester also contains (for those interest-
ed in the history of shopping a kind of mediaeval shopping mall!
No, this is not something built by the ETB; they are collectively
known as The Rows. A series of balustraded walkways where
access is by stairway from the road below. Many of the shops in
The Rows are branches of the most exclusive names in Eurostyle.

From the city walls you can see the partially submerged towns
that made up the Wirral peninsula. These towns include Ellesmere
Port, Bebington, and Birkenhead. As mentioned before, Wallasey is
just above water in places and as such, is inhabited by gangs and
the homeless. Gangs aiso live in the submerged town on the
upper floors of many houses. Needless 1o say, these areas are
extremety dangerous and we recommend that you do not visit
them unless it is absolutely necessary. Law Code: 5-11

Holyhead

Holyhead on the Isle of Anglesey, is the only port from which you
can sail to Ireland. This is a high security area obviously. The port
itself is actually on another island—Holy Island. There are plenty of
pubs and one club—Llewellyn's. Law Code: 3-2-3

Another place to visit is Harlech Castle which, funnily enough,
is near the town of Harlech. This castle has a long Royalist histo-
ry—it was the last place held by the Royalists during the Civil War
and such it was one of the first places visited by Queen Victoria
the Second after the Restoration.

Another place of interest is the peak known as Cader Idris,
the Chair of Arthur, a mountain with many myths and legends
associated with it—one of which has it that anyone who sleeps the
night on Cader Idris wakes up either blind, mad or a poet. The
Pendragons often camp out on the peak— leave itto you to work
out which of the three has affected them.

The best place for nightiife is Chester with one or two fine
clubs, but as they cater to the Corporate execs, they tend to be a
bit pricey. A cheaper night out can be had in Crewe with the best
dub being Beeching's which is located near the raitway yard.
There is just one dub in Caemarfon called (@ppropriately enough)
Charlie's. 1t caters mainly for the soldiers from the Prince of Wale's
Own, so things can get a bit lively. Food is simple but very good,
and the pubs are excellent

A Notable Local

Culhwch is the name taken by one of the leading lights of the NFU
in this area and is very much respected by both the administration
and the local populace, He claims to be nothing more than a
Merlin (using one form of that name} and wants no part in negoti-
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ating between the two parties. He arguably has the best contacts
in both North and South Wales. A striking man of about thirty with
long red hair and green eyes—every inch the Ceit. He spends a lot
of his time at Cader Idris.

Culhwch, Nomad (INT 10, EMP 8)
Family 9, Expert (Pagan Religion} 9, Area
Knowledge Wales) 8, Persuasion 6

South Wales

Virtually the whole of the South Wales district is dominated by the
South Wales Metroplex that comprises Cardiff and Swansea. This
area is detailed elsewhere. The rest of the district is, like North
Wales, mountainous and independent in spirit The district aiso
inciudes part of the Midlands of England, again in the hope that
any nationalist fervor is diluted. Major towns in this area are
Monmouth, Hereford, and Mifford Haven.

Wolves run free here as well, although they are hunted a lot
more than in the north, as the south is not quite as committed to
the Pagan ways. One area where they arent hunted is the
Cambrian Mountains near Aberystwyth (pronounced aber-rist-
with). This area is ideal for wolves—arge mountainous terrain cov-
ered with forests. Many gangs from the metroplex like to go on
‘fox hunts’ (as they are known) and this can cause friction with the
locals who object to ‘dorphed out kids with high-velocity weapons
hunting wolves in their back garden.

The roads in South Wales are pretty much like those in North
Wales, just be extra vigilant on those near the conurbation.

Monmouth

Monmouth is the administrative center for the region and because
of this the security is fairly tight—in fact, tighter than it needs to be.
There is not much in the way of trouble here as the administrator,
Sir Hywell Bennet, has (ike his counterpart in North Wales) left the
people alone, so they leave him aione. The administrative offices
are in the old Shire Hall and statues of Henry V and C.S. Rolls the
Rolls of Rolis-Royce) stand outside, as both of these people are,
perhaps, Monmouth’'s most famous sons. This is definitely a town
who likes its history—there is even a Nelson museum just because
he visited the town in 1802, if you fike a bit of excitement, this is
not the place. Law Code: 5-2-1

Hereford

Hereford is not the place for excitement, either, as this is the
base of operations for a BCF unit that may or may not be the
SAS. Parts of Hereford are also owned by the ETB as the city
boasts many fine artifacts, the most famous of which is the
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Mappa Mundi—a map of the world drawn circa1300. This is a
major artifact of national importance to Britain and caused a
uproar when it was nearty sold abroad to raise money. Finally, a
mysterious private buyer (thought to be Hilliard) bought the
map and then loaned it back to the cathedral where it has been
kept to this day. Another fine piece of history in the Cathedral
is the chained library which is the largest of its kind in the world.
It's called the chained library because each book is attached by
a chain to rods on the T7th century oak bookcases. As can be
expected, both of these places have very tight security, as many
unscrupulous collectors would love owning both the Mappa
Mundi and many of the books in the library (which are priceless
in their own right).

As the gamison town for the SAS, there is little or no crime in
this area and many of the tocal people are friends with (or related
to) someone who is a member of the speciai forces unit The SAS
looks after its own with a secret society known as the Feather Men.
What the make-up of this society is, no one knows, but if anybody
tries anything like robbery, pushing drugs, violence etc. with any
member of the public in Hereford, the Feather Men will deal with
it. It must be assumed that the police are in with the Feather Men
as it makes their life that much easier.

One problem with living in the Hereford area is the whole of
the surrounding area is treated as one huge training ground for the
SAS. A favorite routine involves the recruits having to live on the
run for a week without being caught, and they sometimes steal
food from people’s houses. If this happens, the BCF will refund the
cost, so if you're staying in the area and think you see or hear
someone in your room, be careful—it may be a Special Forces
recruit on an exercise! Law Code: ++1

Milford Haven

Milford Haven is the major port for oil tankers in Britain.
Although the amount of oil flowing through the port has
declined slightty, part of it has been adapted to take CHOOH2
and the overall amount of ships has hardly dropped at ali. The
town is arguably the main port for the South Atlantic Fishing
Fleet and is perhaps one of the liveliest towns in the whole of
Wales. For the most excitement, try to time your visit for when
the trawlers arrive home from three months at sea in the South
Atlantic. Things can get to be a lot of fun when this lot blow
their wages on a night on the town. The fieet and the oil
tankers are often troubled by pirates who operate out of north-
em Comwall, aithough recent evidence points to another
cadre of hijackers who come from Pembroke. They are
thought to operate from the ruins of Pembroke castle, which
could prove to be a problem rooting them out, as a huge lime-
stone cavern, the Wogan Cavem, is located under the castle
and (according to old tourist guides) can be entered from the
northern hall. At times, when the fleet is laid up, one or two of
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the trawlers can be hired for various purposes with the price
depending on how dangerous (or illegal) the job is. Law Code:
5-2-3.

The best place for nightlife is obviously the Cardiff-
Swansea Metroplex but another good place is Milford Haven
when the fieet comes in. Milford Haven also boasts some of the
best fish restaurants in the country (after all, they get the fish
fresh from the docks.)

A Notable Local

Desmond Lewellyn is the best fixer in Wales (north or southy and
it's rumored that he has something to do with the hijacking of the
tankers going into Milford Haven. He can usually get anything
within three days as long as you meet his price—not necessarily in
money terms. He also has a fine techie working for him, Heinze
Wolf, who can make (or alter) almost anything you require,

——

Desmond Leweilyn, Fixer GNT 8,,COOL 9}
Streetdeal 6; Persuasion 6, Tactics 5, Forgery 7

Heinze Wolf, Tech (INT 8, TECH 9)-
Jury Rig 9, Electronics 9, Basic Tech- 7, Cybertech 7

NorRTHERN IRELAND

Next are the quiet, peaceful sprawis of Northem Ireland. You are
either slightly crazy (or desparate for cash) if you're considering a
trip across the sea, but, if you must, then here are a few things that
you ought to know.

Visitors are not allowed into Northem Ireland (also known as
Ulster} for their own safety. The whole of the province is just one
big free-fire zone and is perhaps the deadliest place to live in
the worid at this moment. Very much like those other sec-
tarian conflicts, Beirut and Bosnia, this seems to be a prob-
lem way out of control.

Things seemed to be picking up for the province when
Britain bowed to pressure and pulled most of the troops out of
Ulster. The problem was that the Catholics (nationalists) were
then made to remember why they were sent there in the first
place—to protect them. The Protestants (loyalists), alarmed at
the explosion in the nationalist birth rate launched a fierce
campaign of bombing and assassinations against the Catholic
population. Naturally, the nationalists responded with a terror
campaign of their own, both in the province and on the main-
land. The government responded by allowing the Ulster
Defence Regiment to shoot to kill if attacked (they already did
this anyway, but it's nice to know you have government per-
mission to blow someone’s brains out).




The govemment also dosed the border
apart from selected crossing points and
declared a De-Militarised Zone. This whole
area is peppered with various sensing devices
and anybody attempting to cross is met with
Ultimate Force.

Both the E.C. (and the former UN) have
threatened to step into Northem Ireland, but
Britain has vetoed resolutions at both organi-
sations, citing the Batkan conflict as a prime
example of how neither of them could do any-
thing worthwhile.

Both Lord Hill and Lord McKenzie have
made speeches hinting that the troops may be
sent back in and this has brought a hail of diplo-
matic protest from other countries. The UK
just points out that pulling the troops out just
exacerbated the situation and that, uniess both
sides sit down and resume the talks at
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Stormont, then Martial Law will be introduced in Ulster. The
administrator responsible for Ulster is Brigadier Lethbridge-Stuart.

The area holds a lot of employment opportunities for
Solos—just remember you're likely to be expendable—so watch
out. One legal form of employment is with one of the private
security firms patrolling the business district—they're aiways
looking for foreigners to employ as they're not as likely to be
caught up in the bigotry that reigns supreme in Ulster.

Techies and fixers can also find good employment in Ulster
with any of the major factions. They're always looking for people
to mend their equipment or find them a new automatic assauit
shotgun (plus ammo, of course).

There are numerous bars and pubs in Northem Ireland, just
be careful you don't walk into one on the wrong side of the
street. The food is fairly simpie and homegrown—not many peo-
ple want to export to Ulster.

There are no Major Access roads in Northem Ireland as it
became too costly to maintain them (n both monetary and
human terms) in the light of continuous bombings and sniping
from both sides). If you are driving, be ultra-careful as many dan-
gers await—a radio controlled bomb might go off, you might trig-
ger a trip wire, or a sniper might take a pot shot at you from a
mile away with a high-powered rifle. Law Code: 0-5-5

SCOTLAND THE
BRAVE

To the uneducated outsider, Scotland is probably the most
stereotyped country in the United Kingdom. They base any
observations they may make on stories of drunken, tight-fisted,
red haired Glaswegians with a propensity for cranial violence
and corrupted legends of the ‘Loch Ness Monster’ Such people
have never experienced Scotland first hand and never are like-
ly to because they look at the world through blinkered eyes. [You
can't tefl he's from Paisley, can you! Ed} The fact is that, like the
other Cettic nations, The Scots are a proud people with a rich,
diverse culture and that is their true national identity.

Since the time of John Knox they have believed in democ-
racy and education for all. At the start of the 20th century only
1 in 30O English children was studying at secondary school,
while at the same time the Scotland could boast 1 in 200. This
trend has continued and resulted in the constant stream of inno-
vators that have led the worid ever forward. The Napiers (marine
engineering), Nasmyth (steam hammer), Alexander Grahame
Bell (telephone), John Logi Baird (television, probably) and Alfred
Cowie Craig ithe air velocity gearbox) are some of the best
known, but there have been thousands more.

In poiitics there was Balfour, Home and MacMillan from the
gentry along with Gallacher, Maxton, Hardie and Ramsay
MacDonald from the working classes. In the arts there have
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been many contributors, but only the poet Robert Burns tbom in
Kirk of Alloway, Ayr, January 25, 1759; died 1796), has found his
reputation spread to encompass the globe. His memory has
drifted into legend and is celebrated every year on Burns Night.
Another is Sir Walter Scott, whose tales of the old highiands and
its characters live on to this day. There are a million names that
I could list right here; warriors, pirates, thieves, kings, queens,
you name it, Scotiand has got them. itis they who form the back-
bone of contemporary Scotland where myth, history and legend
are combined to shed light on the future.

The Scottish Uprising
2013-2018, R.1.P.

In the five years between 2013 and 2018 the Scottish national-
ist movement was at its most active and a state of undeclared
war existed between England and Scotland. The MLA sent thou-
sands of troops north in a massive effort to suppress the Scots
people and in order to protect their massive investments in oil
and industry.

The resuit was that instead of pacifying them, the Highlands
and Lowlands united in an effort to turn back their unwelcome
landlord. Hostilities escatated from simple terrorism to full-blood-
ed military engagements, as the old clans rose once again to the
call of the “Fiery Cross”” Looking back, it is amazing that the con-
flict lasted for so long; for a while the Scots were even winning—
standing alone against the might of the Engiish armies, they
were actually winning. However, like the South in the American
Civil War of the 1860s, it was only a matter of time before supe-
rior resolve gave way to the massive resources of the English
oppaosition.

With the embers of their revolutionary pyre fading, the
Scottish command played their last desperate card. They met
the English two miles north of a town called Buckton just south
of the border, and there, took on the fuil force of the English in
a winner-takes-all battle to the finish. It started at 6am on
February 21 and finished 23 hours later with over two-thirds of
Scotiand's 32,000 men-at-arms lying dead in the fields.

MLA took the resulting penod of wound-licking to consoli-
date its position, and in the witch hunt that followed, all but one
of the movement's leaders were captured, tried and executed
for high treason. The only survivor, one Colonel Malcoim
Douglas-Campbeli, fled to Beifast and (despite a thousand years
of mutual loathing) found sheiter among his Irsh brethren.
Without leadership, the Scottish cause faltered, and by March
the great upnsing was over. Aberdeen, Ullapool, Dounray and
Holyloch became military reserves, while the rest of the country
was put under travel restrictions and a curfew.

What remained of Scottish Republican Army was forced
to hide in the highlands and reverted to using terrorist hit and
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run tactics as their only means of protest. Meanwhile, Douglas-
Campbell spent his time liaising with the IRA, and trying to
raise funds from abroad for a new offensive. Then, just as he
was planning his return, the MLA was toppled by the conspir-
ing actions of the very corporations that it had heiped to build.
A new Monarch was crowned, a government elected Uf you
could call it an election. Ed} and all seemed to returning to
normal.

It was around this time that the normally loyalist Scots
began seeking a more peaceful means to securing indepen-
dence and petitioned the new parliament for a debate on the
matter. Then, after a months of heated and occasionally violent
discussion, an agenda for the independence of Scotland was
agreed and signed at Buckton, on the fourth anniversary of the
battle.

This agreement stated that the Scots would elect a
national assembly which would have responsibility for the
day-to-day, civilian, running of the new Scotland. The English,
in turn, would withdraw all troops apart from those in the des-
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ignated military reserves who would follow
within a period of not more than 10 years. The
assembly would initially be financed from
Westminster but should work towards estab-
lishing its own exchequer within the same time
frame. Then, once all this was done, Scotland
would permitted to leave the Union.

This would be enough for most people, but
not Douglas-Campbell, who saw the whole
agreement as not worth the paper it was writ-
ten on. In his mind, the English could not be
trusted and although the agreement was fine

I in principle, it was highly unlikely that Scotland
would be allowed to leave the Union without a
fight. Therefore, he took the new freedoms and

tMontrose’ t i

e used them to rebuild the SRA to the point

i
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attacks on military, agricultural and commer-
| cial targets.
This has resulted in the formation of the
equally unpleasant (and radical) Scottish
Loyalist Faction, who spend their time fighting
the SRA. This suits the English, for as long as
i the Scots keep fighting among themseives,
they will be of less trouble to the crown.
Anyway, enough of history, what about
“Bonnie Scotland” today? Well, it is simple real-
 ly. Because of the lack of decent roads it is
unnecessary to cover Scotland with a county
| by county method, as it highly unlikely that you
will be able to reach most of them. Therefore
we have split the country into three sections,
the Lowlands, Highlands and the Isles, in which we shail cover
some of more interesting places to visit.

THE LOWLANDS

This region spreads in a diagonal line north from Dumbarton in
the west to Stonehaven in the east and, despite its rather flat
name, is more hilly than most parts of Engiand. Rolling, grassy
hills, lush, green dales and picturesque lochs are scattered
around some of the most spectacular countryside in the LLK. 1t
is home to over two-thirds of the country's population, the
majority of its industry, and nearly all of its farming fands. It is the
land that inspired Sir Walter Scott and Robert Bums and is rich
in variety and interest.

The history of the Lowlands is a turbulent one, especially in
recent times when its river valleys have bomn the brunt of the
Anglo-Scots Wars. However, don't be put off by the bumt-out
armor and other relics of war; if you look hard enough there is
still a wondrous world to explore here.

e ———
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THE BORDER VALLEYS

These are the areas just north of the Scottish/English border (aptly
enough). They follow the rivers Teviot, Yarrow and Jed through the
scenic moortands to the cool green pastures you don't generally
envisage this bonnie land having. Eventually they meet up with the
River Tweed, the site of many a historic battle. The area has gained
worldwide acclaim for its tweeds and tartans wom by so many tra-
dionalist Scots. There is evidence throughout the area of the
bloodshed and battle of 400 years of Scotland's struggie for inde~
pendence (more on that later).

So, apart from the innumerable ruins of the Borders’ anarchy-
laced past what else is there, besides a few interesting views?

Places to Visit

Coldstream

Coldstream, home of the Coldstream Guards, raised from
Cromwell's army in 1650, and the site of a soon to be abolished
festival that celebrates James V's bloody defeat at the battle of
Flodden in 151. Since the Guards are to be one of the first regi-
ments to be reformed, this is probably one of the fast chances you

,: will get to look over their museum before the new garrison arrives

next year. if that's your sought thing, then go for it; otherwise, have
a dram and move on as there is not a lot else. Law Code: 3-2-3

Player contact: Alfred,.(he-has no othername is a
poacher and highly-proud of his.ancestry. He:regu-
larty.traps on military. land and is an-effective guide
.if the price is right]

Alfred, Solo (INT 7)
Combat: Sense 6,. Wildemas Survival 7, Track 8,
Area Knowledge 7

RUMOR: IT:15. NOT WIDELY. DISCUSSED; BUT
THERE IS SAID TO'BE A:SMALL: GROUP OF
NATIONALISTS MEETING: AT SMAILHOLM
TTOWER ON THE TEVIOT WITH:A VIEW TO
CAMPAIGNING. OVER THE BORDER IN-A
SOMEWHAT VIOLENT MANNER FOR THE

Melrose

Melrose, another town with semi-Stuart connections. A silver cas-
ket containing Robert the Bruce's heart is buried in the abbey
here. The abbey itself has been the victim of several suspicious
fires in the intervening centuries, but is still well worth a visit. Lying
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in the shadow of the Eildon Hills the town offers an attractive vari-
ety of shopping and accommodation and although the nightlife is
a bit quiet, it is a weicome sight after the long drive north. Law
Code: 3-2-2

Player contact: Jim Kelly, once an outlaw, he knows
the hills like the back of his hand. it's said he knows
how to find everyone who lives in them.

Jim Kelly, Solo NT 7, REF 8)

Combat Sense 4, Wildemess Survival 4, Rifie 4,
Shadow/Track 3

RUMOR: “HAVE YOU HEARD THAT OLD
ROGUE, CHEVIAL, IS BACK IN THE HILLS.
YOou KNOW: THEY SAY HE HAS-THE POWER
OF FORESIGHT AND CAN HARNESS ALL THE
‘OLD:MAGIC. SCARY ISN'T:IT!”

Jedburgh

Jedburgh. This ancient rayal burgh (Scottish borough) is the home
of many majestic ruins, ail with their own tales to tell. Jedburgh
castle, the site of numerous battles of ownership, was destroyed
in 1409 to prevent English control. The oid county prison is now
on the site, but since the building of the Lanark-Lothin Metroplex,
it has generally been considered too expensive to send convicts
to the central prison. Therefore, the system now allows, after pub-
lic trial, immediate execution in most cases. This obviously means
the old site has fallen into disrepair, and is now an unauthorised
sheiter for the general collection of tramps and derelicts that every
town collects.

By the way, the general method of execution is open to pub-
lic debate on each case, so you just might end up having your
gonads being pulled out through your throat; if you get caught
indulging in any wrong-doing, I'd peg it if | were you! There is also
the abbey ruins, apparently these look particularly ethereal in a
thunderstorm; iovely. Law Code: 3-+2

Player contact: Angus Hoyk, a local sheriff with-a
mortgage beyond his means. He is.therefore ripe
for bribery of one sort or another.

RUMOR: IT IS UNCONFIRMED, BUT IT IS
SAID THAT THERE IS A SYSTEM OF ESCAPE
TUNNELS LEADING OUT INTO THE SUR~
ROUNDING HILLS FROM UNDER THE OLD
PRISON.
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There are no real restrictions in this area and you can travel any-
where on a Full Tourist Ticket. If you are wise though, you will
check with the locals before planning your route, there is no ETB
presence around here, so you'll just have to make it up as you go.

Traveller Beware!

As a visitor to the borders you should be weicomed just about
everywhere that you go. Howevey, if you're English, you should be
advised to keep a very low profile, as a southem accent can be a
highly dangerous thing in these parts. In addition, attending a fes-
tival such as that mentioned above could bring about a very
messy and untimely end to your stay.

Generally the roads are safe, at least during the day, and if
care is taken you should have no problems, being as you are this
far south. If, on the other hand, you are thinking of a nice day's
wreck fishing, don't Piracy is a major source of income around
these coasts and these guys don't like to leave witnesses.

DUMFRIESSHIRE

An area of both turbulent and romantic history, it has everything
from battles in the name of the last Monarchy, to the soutfut poet
Robert Bums. As with most places in the Lowlands it is very proud
of its connection with the said Mr. Bums; mind you, most smalf vil-
lages don't have many other things they'd fike to admit to around
here. The area is well known for its illegal connections with theft,
pillage and smuggiing. The land stretches from the Southem
uplands to the wide, flat Solway Plain. During the 14th century the
area became known as the “Debatable Lands” due to the con-
stant cross-border fights, feuds and raids.

Places to Visit

Dumfries
Dumifries, a once Royal Burgh on the banks of the River Nith with
its fair share of history and a formidable reputation for law enforce-
ment for instance, there is the impressive sight of five bridges
spanning the river. The oldest (circa 1426) and most important of
which has six arches famed as a site for the dunking of witches,
ie, tal by tvery soggy ordeal. Nice chap, that Witchfinder
General MacBastard; Matthew Hopkins he wasn't, but in those
days peasants couldn't be choosers and had to take the first xeno-
phobic, tunnel-visioned, cat-hating, stake-buming, catie-bugger-
ing maniac that came along. Still, at least they don't go in for that
sort of thing anymore(?)

In the center of the town is a measure of distances to various
places across the border such as Huntingdon, the destination of
cattledrovers in 18th century. What eise is there; well good old
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Robbie lived here (and just about everywhere else, as you'll soon
discover) and of course, there's a suitably ruined abbey thrown in
for good measure. Law Code: 2-3-2

Player contact: Hamish Alexander-Scott, inn-keep-
er and purveyor of everything that the intemational
travetler could need (most of which he didn't know
he needed until they were, somewhat forcibly,
pointed out). Hamish is a:good man to know if you
find yourself without an ally; at a price of course.

RUMOR: “HEy, you THERE, WEE ROBERT.
You WON-AGAIN, YER CANNY BUGGER:
THEY HEARD THE POOR BASTARD' ALE THE
WAY:OUT. TO THE OLD CRONE'S HOUSE. -,
How DD you know: “THAT THEY/D USE THE
RACK AGAIN?

Gretna

Now this is a romantic spot with thousands of stories of exiled
lovers and their consent-less couplings—well, you know what |
mean. The prospective bride and groom would run away to the
toll booth on the green where they would be marmmied without
parental consent over the smithies’ anvil. The legislation and
ideals that prompted this hormonal migration have long since
passed, but the anvit still remains. The town is now accepted as
a safe haven for all, and consequently is home to a myriad of
society's most, or least, wanted, depending on your point of
view. Whether they be on the run from death row or, as is more
often the case, hiding from a jealous husband, they all flock to
Gretna where the safety is assured, providing they have the
price. Law Code: 5-4-3

“Player contact: Jul Goombray, leader of the-town:

militia and the main reason behind its current status
-as dreg capital of the North. He is uncompromising:
in his. dealings with outs;ders and values layany
‘above allelse. v e

Jul Goombmy, Cop (COOL 8
Authority 6, Intimidate 5, interrogate 4, Handgun 3

RumoRr: THE ScotnisH BoRDER PATROL
ARE SENDING A UNIT TO GATHER INTELL}-
GENCE ABOUT THE TOWN.

CYBERPUNK 2.0.2.0

The history of this place is steeped in disasters, and if | was
you | wouldn't hang around. Let's see...Lord Maxwell was
killed during a family feud (1593), followed by 700 hundred of
his men. After they'd been killed all their ears were cut off with
a cleaver, and these days they don't wait until you're dead, so
be wamed. This practice became known as the Lockerbie
Nick or just the “Nick” as it is now known. in more recent
times, there was the PanAm air disaster on December 23,
1988 in which a 747 was destroyed by a terrorist bomb over
the town. Add to that the bioplague in 2002, and the tanker
explosion four years ago and it ali comes to a fairly dangerous
place to visit, if you're the superstitious sort. However, black
cats and ladders aside, this is probably one of the more
peacefut towns in the region—but then, maybe everyone eise
knows something that we don't. Anyway, the nearby castle is
said to be the childhood home of Robert the Bruce but
nobody is really sure. Law Code: 5-3-5.

Player contact: None; | couldn't find anyone

"RUMOR:...CUE ROD. SERUNG..., -

Moffat

At the center of a major sheep farming district, Moffat has
become a popuiar tourist spot. The spring water here is said to
have curative properties, or at least that's what people like to
believe. [Of course, Robert Bumns wrote a song about it, what a
bloody surpnise that is! Ed1 Just outside the village is the “Devil's
Beef Tub,” a dip between severat hills through which the river
Annan fiows which was used to shelter stolen cattle. The spec-
tacular waterfall “The Great Mare's Tail" is aiso nearby and is
daimed to be one of Scotland’s highest. f there is an abbey
here, | couldn't find it. Of course, it may have been that chamed
pile of rubble | saw on the way home from the pub. Law Code:
3-3-2

Player contact: Saraly Eliock, alocal tourist guide, it
is thought that she can provide you with more infor-
mation than simply where to get your next meal.

Restrictions

! The closer to the border that you are the more strict the rules for

the traveller, so ensure you have the right papers. All road traffic is
under aernial surveillance,
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Traveller Beware!

Be careful who you speak to and avoid voicing any views you may
have about the Scottish cause. Unlike the more northem areas,
here you can never be sure just who is on which side, Quaintdook-
ing villages and hamiets can be more dangerous than they look,
so be cautious if travelling alone.

KIRKOUDBRIGHTSHIRE

Kirkeudbrightshire (Kir-coo-brie-sheer) is an area of varying
scenery, spanning wild, desolate craggy rock with high hills and
waterfalls about rolling, pastoral countryside. A land of a ancient
knights and heraldry where the people have a reputation for
being just a tad eccentric. Looking around the rocky coast it is
S0 easy to invoke images of its smuggler past that you can
almost taste the rum. Today, as then, the inlets and bays provide
shelter to the pirates that terrorize the South Channel while the
surrounding mountains make an ideal lair for the man on the
run, just as they did for Robert the Bruce.

Places to Visit

Castle Douglas

Established in the 18th century, the town was built on the shores
of Loch Carlingwark close to the river Dee. It is the sight of a
crannog {prehistoric dwelling) excavation and was home to the
Black Douglases and their #th century stronghold, Threave
Castle. It was from here that the Douglases would pillage the sur-
rounding countryside and here that they hung their enemies
from the “Gallows Knob” 1t is also reputed that the cannon at
Edinburgh (MonsMeg! was forged here and then used by James
1l to overcome Threave and its Douglas defenders in 1455.

Nowadays, there is little of note apart from the loch and the
castle as most of the area is devoted to livestock and arable
farming. Law Code: 5-2-5

.Player contact: Balantyne Redhawk lacatinn-keep-
er-and leader of the litle-known ‘Nest of Cannus’
‘nomad tribe.

'RUMOR: “I'HEAR THAT SOME SAY' THERE IS
STILL TREASURE TO BE FOUND UNDER THE
'KEEP BUT THAT'S JUST AN AULD WIVES
“TALE! :

Dundrennan Abbey

The small village of Dundrennan is partly built with stone from
the old abbey where Mary Queen of Scots spent her last night
on Scottish soil, May 16, 1568. More recently, the town has
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Glen Trool Forest

The Glen Trool Forest, 135,000 acres of forest parkland with hills,
tochs and waterfalls, ieading up to the desolate heights of Merrick
which (at 2770 ft) is the highest peak in southern Scotland. These
hills were where Robert the Bruce began his struggle for inde-
pendence, but are now home to wolves and nomads alike. Law
Code: 4-1+3

Player contact: lan McCaffety, park ranger and
guide to the forest. If you intend entering the Glen
Trool reserve check with McCaffety beforehand.
The forest is quiet but the dangers are very real:

lan McCafferty, Cop (COOL 7, INT 8, REF 7)
Authority ‘3, Wilderness. Survival 6, Rifle 5,
Shadow/Track 6

RUMOR: SOME CORPORATIONS ARE PLAN-
NING AN UNAUTHORIZED HUNT IN-THE FOR-

Places to Visit
Stranraer

Stranraer Stran-rar) is the largest town in the area, built about
the head of Loch Ryan and 35 miles east of Larne in Northern
Island. Unlike nearby harbors, like that in Port William,
Stranraer can still claim to be a commercial port and although
there is no longer a ferry to Lame, it's used by the Arctic fish-
ing fleets as a refuelling stop. Also unlike William, Logan, and
Patrick, the town is not used by the many privateers and
smuggiers that frequent the area. Law Code: 3-2-3

Player contact: Old Bret, ex-harbor master tumed
town drunk; if you catch him in a sober moment he
can point you in the direction you need to go.

RumouRr: DESPITE THE PORT’S CLAIM THAT
IT 1S SMUGGLER-FREE, THERE IS A FLOURISH-

: EST. “ING DRUG CULTURE TO BE FOUND HERE. THE
; TOWN FATHERS WOULD PAY HANDSOMELY
FOR ANY INFORMATION THAT WOUILD HELP
- - “THEM GET RID' OF THE PROBLEM.
Restrictions F.
Apart from the BCF patrol, the only real constraints on the trav-
eller around here is their nerve. The communities and country Wigtowwn
been used as a lookout post by the many pirates that operate  Bi@Ehouse of Fleet

off the westemn coast. So apart from the blood-spilling, neck -
chopping, ship-raping, keet-hauling, rum-swilling locals you have
absolutely nothing to worry about. Law Code: 4-5-1

Player contact: Tiberius, master.of the pirate vessel
- Sea Anger and head man in Dundrennan. if you are
~going to drop in for a dram, then you had better win
this man's favor. 0

Tiberius, Sea Nomad (NT 8 | i s
Family 7, Water Craft 6, Expert (Navigation) 6, Melee 4

RUMOR: “No...NO PLEASE. | TELL you, |
DOES NAY KNow!” oo

“FLL ASK YOU ONE MORE TIME AND YOU
HAD BEST ANSWER. WHAT HAPPEN’ TO THE
CREW, WHERE ARE THEIR HEARTS!?”

“No...I TELL yOU AGAIN | DON'T......"

12

Gatehouse of Fleet, a former cotton town on the Water of Fleet
where Bums wrote yet another bioody poem, “Scots, wha hae wi...”
during his stay at the Murray Arms, Not wishing to be outdone, Sir
Waiter Scott based his poem “Young Lochinvar” on nearby Rusko
Castle, the 16th century home of the Gordons of Lachnivar. If you

head northeast to Creetown you come across the 15th century

tower of the McCullochs with its infamous “murder hole” over the
entrance passage. A nasty business this, the occupiers would open
a trapdoor and pour boiling pitch on any unexpected guests. | can't
help thinking that we could leam a lot from the family McCulioch,
such practices would be the perfect defence against visits from reli-
gious fanatics in ilitting suits. Law Code: 5-+3

‘Player contact: Lorraine McCulloch (no. refation),
barmaid at Murray Arms. She is well4nown localty
and can be better than a Corp ID for getting into
places around here:

RumouR: “...No soN. lr's NOT WORTH IT.
NOT WHILE THE AISH ARE STILL WHITE-UP IN
THE RIVER” .
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in-between can be as placid or dangerous as you allow. Safe
travel is all a matter of common sense and remembering whose
land you are on.

Traveller Beware!

Apart from the above you should be especially careful while in
the countryside. Nomad tribes around here are not, by nature,
aggressive, but if you inadvertently break the Earth-serving
teachings that are their creed, then look out. Travel with respect
for your surroundings.

WIGTOWNSHIRE

Thankfully, this region has managed to avoid most of the ravages
of modemn society and offers a glimpse of life from a more
pedestrian era. Unfortunately, this also means that there is a cor-
responding lack of amenities for the foot-sore hiker in need of a
place to freshen up. Once part of the ancient district of Galloway,
the pastoral plains of the Machars peninsula offer some of the
best farming land in the UK Washed by the gentle touch of the
Gulf Stream, the climate is pleasant, with snows or fogs a rarity.
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if you can get through the overwhelming urge to start recount-

ing toupee-related anecdotes, pick yourself up off the floor
and look around, there are some interesting little things to be
found around hair—here—sorry. Let's see, well there's the
museum which, among other things, contains the ‘Latinus
Stone,” the earliest Christian relic to yet be found in Scotland.
Then there is the Stones of Torhouse, 19 stones in a circle that
date from the Bronze Age, or Baldoon (Bald, maybe that is how
the town got its name) Castle, the setting for Scott's novel The
Bride of Lammermoor. Perhaps the most enigmatic is the
Drowning Post, which marks the spot at the mouth of the River
Bladnoch where two women Covenanters were tied to stakes
and left to drown after refusing to renounce their beliefs. Law
Code: 5-2-5

Player contact: Daniel-Rufus MacClintock, curator
of the museum, who has lived here for all his life. He
spedializes in the history of smuggling in the area.
One thing, don't call him Dan-Ruf as he is sensitive
about his scalp.
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‘RUMOUR: IN My THREE DAYS HERE | DID~
N'T SEE ONE CHILD OR SPECIFICALLY ONE
TEENAGER. OF COURSE, THEY COULD HAVE
BEEN OFF SOMEWHERE SEEKING THE PLEA-
:SURES OF ADOLESCENCE, BUT THAT WOULD
| BE LITTLE HEDONISTIC (AH-AH), NOT TO SAY,
- A REMARKABLE COINCIDENCE..

Restrictions

None to speak of.

Traveller Beware!

Apart from the usual words of caution | can add nothing, except
to avoid Dunskey Castle during the hours of darkness.

THE REST OF THE
LowLANDS

From this point on road travel becomes much more difficult, and
so in order not to waste time, | shall concentrate only on the more
accessible areas and large towns.

Ayr

Ayr is an attractive resort on the Firth of Clyde just east of the island
of Amman. With excellent beaches and amenities and unlike most of
our previous stops, this place is geared specifically for the tourist.
This is Bums country, the great man was bom at Alloway, two miles
south and the whole area is posttively riddled with museums and
memoriais to his work If it is the Scotland of his writings that you
are after, then this is where you will find it. For those who, like me,
are sick of running into him, there are the obligatory ruined abbeys,
casties and tales of great battles with the English. Oh, and the dis-
coverer of penicillin, Sir Alexander Bemming was bom in Gaiston
about 14 miles to the north west Law Code: 3-14

 Player contact: Coral, Jamaican-born of Scots par-
ents who runs. the Canbb&an Caferonthe beadr
' Very observant . 2 :

RUMOR: A DUMMY CORPORATION, ACTING
FOR THE ETB, IS TRYING TO BUYy THE TAM
O’ SHANTER MUSEUM. ;

Inveraray

Ancestral home of the Dukes of Argyll whose castle has been
used by the Clan Campbell since the 15th century. Malicolm

Douglas-Campbell makes his home here now and the entire
area is stoutly nationalist. The presence of so many SRA mem-
bers makes this a highly dangerous piace. Law Code 0-5-1

Player contact: None, | wasn't stopping.

RumoR: THE LOYALISTS ARE PLOTTING TO
-BOMB INVERARAY CASTLE:

Lanarik-Lothian Metroplex

See Metroplexes section for information.

Stirling

A royal burgh famous for its castle; home to the Scottish
Monarchy in the 15th and 16th centuries. The area is currently

under SLF control but couid fall to the SRA siege any day now.
Keep away. Law Code: 0-5-1

Playercomact: Amhony "Th&Wid Dog" Johnson
SLF oommander xrwhatger  castle: - :

‘RUMOR: THE SEF HAVE MINED THE CASTLE
AND DUG ESCAPE TUNNELS THAT LEAD

Bannockbum, 3 miles south of Stiding, is the site of Robert the

Bruce's famous victory over Edward i in 1314, which is now a .

designated national treasure. Due to the effects of tourism, the
site can only be visited with a signed order from the Bannockbum
Trust or the National Heritage Foundation. Because of the fight-
ing in the north, the area is under guard by the BCF who have
been hired to protect it. Law Code: ++1

 Player contact: Major Woolford-Owen, officer com-
-manding, Bannockbum detachment; Northem
Command, Edinburgh. You would be wise indeed
toreg;steryourpmenoeasanon—mmbatantrf
: passing near !ms area.

Woolfotd—Owen Solo/SoldIer (INT 8 COOL 8,
‘REF7?» .

CombatSense4. Leedefshlp 8, 1ntlm1dam 6 Rtfle 6
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:RUMOR: THE BANNOCKBURN DETACHMENT
HAVE AGREED TO*PROTECT THE SLF
"RETREAT FROM STIRLING.

Restrictions

[ The closer you get to the Lanark-Lothian Metroplex, the more the

level of organized controf. A Full Tourist Ticket will suffice, but you
should expect your vehicle and possessions to be searched.

Traveller Beware!

Infighting between the SRA and SLF makes your choice of route
especially important If the metroplex is your destination, then
drive straight through and don't stop for anything—unless it's a
BCF patrol, of course.

THE HIGHLANDS

The contrast between this area and the Lowiands could not be
more dramatic, as the hills and fertile farming land of the south
give way to a harsher moors and mountains of the north of
Scotland. In spite of the exposed nature of the terrain, it is never-
theless awe-inspiring to stand atop a rocky crag and gaze out
over the valleys and sea lochs that punctuate deep into the very
heart of the country. It is the home of the Clans, Loch Ness, tar-
tan, the bag-pipes, and to me (your Editon at least, it is home.

Northem Argyll

From the peaks of Glencoe to the west, encompassing more than
athousand miles of ragged coastline, to the wondrous seascapes
of the inner Hebrides. This is the reaim of awe, literally, as Loch
Awe is one of the largest inland waterways and noted for its fine
salmon stocks. Add to this backdrop the region's clan-draped his-
tory, and you are in for a rare treat.

Glencoe

Glencoe, a glen running from Rannoch Moor to Loch Leven and
infamous for the massacre of 1692. Also called the “Glen of
Weeping,” for it was here that a detachment of soldiers, under
Campbell command, brutally murdered forty MacDonalds—but
not before excepting their hospitality for 12 days. Today, the glen
is a peaceful place and a popular haunt for young couples. A bit
disrespectful, if you ask me, but then | suppose the hormone
demon must be fed somewhere. Law Code: 4-2-3

Player contact: Marron, a young woman of dubi-
ous reputation who can arrange transport across
- the loch if you miss the ferry at Ballachulish.
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RUMOR:

“STOP THAT ...STOP Tl SAID! ......I'M
NOT THAT KIND OF GIRL ...JACK, HEY
JACK, w&m’s THE MATTER | WAS ONLY
FOOLIN' ......JESUS, WHAT THE HELL
WAS THAT!?”

Mult is a beautiful moorland island eight miles out from Oban
that is spotted with both forest and peak. Duart Castle, the 3th
century home to the Kings of the Isles, dominates the land-
scape and is now home to the clan Maclean. The main port,
Tobermory (no furry, refuse collector jokes, please) holds one
of the last great inshore fishing fleets and the sumounding bay
is famous as a premier diving spot. In the south of the island,
the magnificent diffs act as foundations to Moy Castle on the
shores of Loch Brie, and the surrounding countryside holds
many of the locations for David Balfour's exploits in RL
Stevenson’s Kidnapped. Law Code: 5-14

':'i’iayei'oontact:JathacLean'youngstmembek
“of the clanand most likely to pmvsdeywvwm infor=
manon about the tslamd. ST ,ﬁ}

Rumow THE WRECK OF THE LDNG Losr :
-SPANISH GALLEON: FLORIDA, sum om'mz

Restrictions
Very few.

Traveller Beware!

Seabome journeys should be discouraged due to the activities
of pirates and the treacherous nature of the waters.

PERTHSHIRE

As immortaiized is Scott's novel The Fair Maid of Perth (1828),
the region is probably the most varied in the Highlands. There are
mountains, moors, glens, valleys, hills, lochs, rivers and streams a-
plenty, a sort of High-Lowlands if you like. At its heart is the
ancient city of Perth, once called St Johnstoun, which stands on
the banks of Scotland's longest river, the Tay. To the south is the
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world-famous Gleneagles golf course which spreads across the
moors like a lush green carpet from Stratheam to Strathallan. In
the surrounding hills there are countless examples of its past:
Pictish forts, caims, Roman remains and Scone, the site where the
Scottish kings were crowned on the “Stone of Destiny.

Perth

Perth, the “Fair City" and once capital of Scoland has a turbulent
history of battle and seige. Made a royal burgh in 1210, and then
fortified by Edward 1 of England in 1298 foliowing one of the sev-
eral occasions when it fell into English hands. St John's Kirk is one
of the few buildings that remain from the city's medieval past and
was the site of John Knox's sermon on church idolatry. For how
much longer, | wonder, as the city is currently under intermittent
siege by SLF forces intent on its destruction. Law Code: +5-2

Player contact: Marcus Maclleland, SRA
spokesman: for- Perthshire. Convince-him: of your
nationalist allegiance and he becomes. the: key to
the gates of the:city.

MarwsMadJelatuSRAMedia(lNTﬂ REF-6;
EMP7) .

Credibility 4, Leadersmp 6; F)(pen (Perth
Underground)-6; Rifle 5

Rumor: THe SRAPOSITION: IS BENG
UNDERMINED BY A LOYALIST SPY IN A"
HIGH-RANKING POSION. -~

Restrictions

Anyone caught on the roads without reason for being there is in
trouble, and no amount of impressive paperwork will save them.

Traveller Beware!

See above.
Fife

Fife is part of the peninsula formed between the Firth of Forth
and the Firth of Tay. it has long been renowned for its rich farm-
ing lands, textiles and goif, St Andrews is nearby. The longest
road bridge in the LK. spans the Firth of Forth, a distance of one
and a half miles, and links the area with the Edinburgh end of the
Lanark-Lothian metroplex. The presence of the Forth/Tay
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bridges makes this area a security hot spot and both are under
heavy security. Law Code: 4-2-1

Player contact: Duncan Clarke, fixer-come-~
guide and your best bet for information about
‘the darker side of the city.

Duncan Clarke, Fixer (INT 7, COOL 8}
Streetdeal 6, Area Knowiedge (Dundee) 8,
Persuasion 5, Hide/Evade 4

RUMOR: GEOLOGISTS HAVE BEEN TAKING
READINGS AT DUNDEE LAw, AN EXTINCT
VOLCANO, WHICH: AT 57 1FT IS THE HIGH-
EST POINT IN-THE CITY.

Dundee

Dundee is an eastern port built on the shores of the Firth of Tay
and is famous for its whaling fleets of the 18th century. Like
Perth, it has been the site of many battles for independence with
the English and has been a royal burgh since 1190. its universi-
ty, established in 1881, is now generally recognized as one of
the finest colleges in Europe. When you consider its location, it
is surprising that one, the city is devoutly ioyalist and two, it has
been left virtually unmolested by the SRA. Uniike ports on the
western coast, Dundee is not used as a base for piracy or smug-
gling, which is strange when you consider the rich pickings of
the North Sea. Law Code: 4-2-1

-Player contact: Gordon Gotherine, tolt guard- on
‘ the Forth Bridge. He can give information: on traffic
‘movements inta the region.

RUMOR: EUROPEAN ECO-TERRORISTS ARE
PLANNING AN ATTACK ON THE TAy RAIL
BRIDGE BECAUSE IT IS REGULARLY USED TO
TRANSPORT HAZARDOUS WASTE NORTH.

Aberdeen

Aberdeen is the third largest city in Scotland and built almost
exclusively from granite. In olden times it was renowned for its
North Sea fishing fleets and as being the base for Robert the
Bruce's campaigns against the Comyns. Lord Byron went to
school at the grammar school and a statue of the 5th Duke of
Gordon stands in Golden Square. Nowadays, however, it is the
center for the U.K's oil exploration and it is this reason that has
brought it to its current volatile state. During the 203 uprising,
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Westminster feared that the North Sea reserves were in jeop-
ardy and sent a full battalion to seize the city. The area from Port
Erroll, inland to Balmoral, Dice, and back to Aberdeen is under
BCF controf and visitors are strictly discouraged. The SRA are
concentrating their resources in the region in an effort to isolate
the Grampian command and bring them under siege. However,
unless the nationalists can gain control of Dice airport and
enforce a naval blockade along sixty miles of coast, it is unlikely
that they will succeed. Law Code: 111

Player contact: Elsebeth Cowie,. local fishmonger
and SRA informer; if you actually getinto Aberdeen,
she will ensure: that you are: given every assistance.
Unless she: believes.you to be a-loyalist, in-which
case she will-ensure that you are shot.

Elsebeth: Cowie; Fixer (INT-7,.COOL. 7, EMP 8§,
REF 6) Streetdeal: 3; Area: Knowledge (Aberdeen)
4, Human Perception:5,SMG 3

RUMOR: “BEST BE SET TO-LEAVE ELSE, THE
GALAS STONE 1S MISSIN' AND. WE CANNA
RISK THE HAZEL: DROP TONIGHT.”

Invemess

Buitt about the banks of the river Ness on the Caiedonian canal
and one-ime home of Scots heritage, the city is now the head-
quarters for BCF operations in Scotland. Nearby is Fort William,
which stands at the foot of Ben Nevis, the site of the Culloden; and
of course, there is Loch Ness. Law Code: ++1

Player contact: Laura Macalister, mountain guide in
Fort Willlam: who: can:fead you:past the: lnvemm,
defenses, if she.is ofa mindto... -

Laura Macallister, Solo (REF 8, INT 6}

Combat Sense 4, Expert (Local Know!edge) 5, Rifie
3, Athletics 3

'RUMOR: SEVERAL ANGLERS HAVE GONE
MISSING IN THE MORAY FIRTH.

Ullapool, Holy Loch & Dounraey

Like Aberdeen, they are important strategic locations for the
English govemment Ullapool protects the outer islands and is
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used as a base for defence of the Eastem oil fields. Holy Loch and
Dounraey are important naval bases and represent a massive cap-
ital investment that Westminster is reluctant to give up. All of these
locations are heavily guarded and believed to be used as staging
areas for operations above the Arctic Circle. Law Code: +1+1

Player contacts: Kyle:Duncan-Carron; poacher and
‘SRA scout. He can get you close, but after that you
“are on your own;

l(yle Duncan-Carron, Solo/Poacher (INT 7:REF 8)
‘Combat Sense 3, Wiidemess Sumval 5, Rifle. 5,
Stealth 6

RUMOR: HIGHLAND CATTLE HAVE BEEN
GOING MISSING FOR THE LAST FOUR
MONTHS. IN EACH: CASE THE STORY IS THE
SAME. BLINDING LIGHTS, FOLLOWED BY
INTENSE HEAT AND IT'S BYE BYE ANGUS.
NO ONE HAS YET BEEN CLOSE ENOUGH TO
SEE WHAT HAPPENS AND THEY ARE HIRING
PEOPLE TO ACT AS LOOKOUTS,

Restrictions
Roadblocks galore. if its not the SRA or SLF, it's the BCF, so be pre-
pared.
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Traveller Beware!

The remote nature of the Highlands makes them ideal for bandits
and the further north you go, the worse it gets. Do NOT stop in
the countryside. .

THE ISLANDS

The Outer Hebrides, Shetlands and Orkneys are our last stop on
the 2022 tour of Scotland.

The Outer Hebrides

The Outer Hebrides or the "Long Island” stretch 130 miles from
Barra Head to the Butt of Lewis in the North. The largest (and
unofficial capital of Lewis) is Stomoway which is the closest you
will get to civilization in these Gaelic isles. Unlike the Shetlands
and Orineys, the Long Island has yet to be overrun by the oil
industry and stili rmaintains its crofter roots, The quiet, friendly
people do not pass judgment on visitors and welcome all
regardless of their heritage. Law Code: 5-2-5

The Shetlands

The Shetiands are a group of a 100 islands, of which only 11 are
still inhabited. Originally settled by Norway, they passed into
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Scottish hands as part of the dowry for James lIf's wedding to
Christian I's daughter. The capital, Lerwick, is the northernmost
settlement in the British Isles and famous for the “Up-Helly-Aa"
fire festival which reflects the area’s Norse history. In recent
years, industrial-scale fishing fleets and oil exploration has over-
taken the traditional population, of which only about 2,000
remain. Law Code: 3-3-3

The Orineys

The Orkneys, like the Shetlands, are a group of islands, 30 in all,
with the biggest being Mainland. Again, like Shetland, the tradi-
tional life of the Orkneys has given way to the thousands of oil
workers installed to exploit the eastemn fields. Law Code: 3-3-3

:Player contact: None, | left my cold weather gear at
- home. SRR RS o

' RUMOR: NORWEGIAN ECO-TERRORISTS ARE

Apart from those imposed by their location there are
none. So iong as you avoid the oil installations, you will
have no trouble.

Travéller Beware!

Again, unless you stray too dose to the of towns, you
have little to worry about, except for the occasional

Well, that is it from me, apart from one final word: can .
someone give me a lit back to Paisiey? | need a3 R
year-old mait, Bums-rehabilitation treatment.

"Are we movinyg towards
a United: Kingdom
-again? Who. gives a.
‘damn? We've always
disliked each other. The
only thing that unites
us is our hatred of the
French.”

-—finonymous civil sémzmt




