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The Land
B e y o n d  t h e  M o u n t a i n s



THE LAND BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS

PRESENTS

WARRIOR LORDS OF DAROK

INTRODUCTION

l,le. lcome to THE LAND BEYoND THE I, |oUNTAINS, the
f i r s t  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  c a r n p a i g n  n r o o u l e s  d e s i g n e d
s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  u s e  w i t r r  l ' t e t a g a m i n g ' s  T H E  F A N T A S Y  T R I P
( T F T )  r o l e  p l a y i n g  s y s t e n r .  H e r e  I  i e  r i c h  o e p o s i t s  o f
ger r rs  and ore ,  ano the  bur ieo  re l  i cs  o t  a  fo rgo t ten
G o l o e n  A g e .  H e r e  a r e  w i z a r d s  a n o  w a r r i o r s  a p l e n t y ,
s c h e m i n g  t o  s e i z e  n e w  t e r r i t o r i e s  f o r  t h e i r  I  i e g e  l o r o s
o r  s t r i v i n g  t o  k e e p  t n e  n r a j o r  t r a o e  r o a d s  t h r o u g h  t n e
L a n d  s a f e '  a n d  f r e e  f o r  a l l ,  0 n  t n e s e  p a g e s ,  y o u , 1 1  m e e t
s p i e s  a n d  s c h o l  a r s ,  r a i d e r s  a n o  t r a d e r s ,  a n d  m a n y
w o n o r o u s  ( a n d  d a n g e r o u s )  b e a s t s  -  i n  s h o r t ,  a  m y r i a d  o f
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p l a y e r s  t o  m a k e  ( o r  l o s e )  t h e i r
f o r t u n e s ,  o r  a t t a i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  g r e a t  p o l  i t i c a l
i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  a  f a s t - c h a n g i n g ,  o f t e n  u n p r e o i c t a b l e
env  1  ronrnent  .

As  can be  seen f ronr  the  map on tne  oppos i te  page,
THE LAND BEY0I {D THE MOUNTAINS is  p r imar i l y  cornpr ised  o f
f o u r  c o u n t i e s :  D a r o k ,  D i h a d ,  l v l u i p o c o ,  a n d  S o u k h o r .  E a c h
o f  t h e s e  p r o v i n c e s  w i l l  b e  d e t a i l e d  i n  a  s e p a r a t e
v o l u m e ;  t h i s  b o o k ,  a n d  i t s  c o m p a n i o n  F o r e s t  L o r d s  o f
D i h a o  ( a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  G a n e l o r d s ,  L t d . ) ,  a r l a v a T l - a 5 l e
n o w ,  w i t h  t h e  v o l u m e s  o n  S o u k h o r  a n d  M u i p o c o  t o  b e
r e l e a s e o  l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r .  C o n r p a n i o n  v o l u m e s  d e t a i l i n g
t h e  l  i f e  a n d  c j e n i z e n s  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t i e s  o f  e a c h
p r o v i c e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  p u b l i s h e d ;  t h e  m o d u l e s  d e a l i n g
w i t h  S n a y l  1 e  ( t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  D a r o k )  a n < r  p l  a i z e  ( t h e
c a p i t a l  o f  u i h a d )  s h o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  l v l e t a g a m i n g
a n o  G a m e l o r d s  i n  e a r l y  s u m m e r .  E a c h  b o o k  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o
s t a n d  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y ,  a n o  c o n t a i n s  a l l  t h e  b a s i c
i n f o r m a t i o n  a  F a n t a s y  M a s t e r  w i l l  n e e o  t o  u s e  t h e  a r e a
a s  a  c a m p a i g n  1 o c a 1 e ,  i n c l u o i n g :  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e
c u l t u r e ,  p o l  i t i c a l  a n d  r r l i  l  i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d
p r i n c i p a l  e c o n o n i i c  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ;  d e t a i l e d
p r o f i l e s  o f  m a ; o r  I ' l o n - P l a y e r  C h a r a c t e r s  ( N p C s ) ;  m a p s  o f
s i g n i f i c a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  a c c o m p a n i e c l  b y
o e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  m a j o r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  l a n o r n a r k s ,  a n d
b u s i n e s s  e s t a b . l  i s h m e n t s  i n  e a c h ;  r a n d o r n  e n c o u n t e r
t a 0 l e s ;  a n d  s e v e r a l  i n t r o d u c t o r y  s c e n a r i o s  t h a t  c a n  b e
u s e d  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  t h e  F a n t a s y  l q a s t e r  a n d  h i s  p l a y e r s
w i t n  t h e  a r e a .  F o r  b e s t  r e s u l t s ,  n o w e v e r ,  w e  r e c o n r m e n o
t h a t  t h e s e  m o d u l e s  u l t i n r a t e l y  b e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r ,  s o  t h a t
t h e  c a m p a i g n  c a n  t a k e  f u l l  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l
f o r  i n t e r a c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  D o w e r  e l  i t e s
b a t t l i n g  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e
L a n o .

T o  u t i l i z e  t h i s  c a m p a i g n  m o o u l e  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  a
F a n t a s y  M a s t e r  m u s t  a l s o  o w n  t h e  b a s l c  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t
d e s c r i b e  T l e  l q l t a s y  T r i p  r o l e  p l a y i n g  s y s t e r n :  I n  t h e
Labyrinth,---a--ao-f i6eTTod;le (eithe; [r iciogame 

-T3 
-

m e T e e ,  o .  A d v a n c e d  M e l e e ) ,  a n d  a  r n a g i c  m o d t l e  ( e i t h e r
Xicrogame T6------FI7Ero, or Aovancec tuizard). AiI  the
above products arE-ivaTl able Tronr-frET?g'6iffi, or f ronr
m o s t  r e t a i l  g a m e  s t o r e s .  C e r t a i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  a D o v e
m a t e r i a l s  h a v e  b e e n  r e p r o d u c e d  i n  t h i s  C a m p a i g n  M o d u l e
w i t h  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  G a m e s  R e s e a r c h  G r o u p  I n c ,
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GENERAL BACKGROUND

T e r r  a i  n-TFE 
LANo BEyoND THE M0UI{TAINS (commonly referreo

t o  b y  i t s  r e s i d e n t s  a s  t h e  L a n d ,  a n d  b y  m a n y  o f  i t s
n e i g n b o r s  a s  t h e  V a l e  o f  B l o o o )  d r a w s  . i t s  n a m e  f r o m  t h e
r a n g e  o f  h i g h  c r a g g y  m o u n t a i n s  t h a t  b o u n d  i t  t o  t h e
nor th  ano west ,  known as  the  Asenborgs ,  o r  H i  l  

. l  
s  o f

Ore .  Trave l  (o ther  tnan on  foo t )  th rough tnese
n l o u n t a i n s  i s  a r d u o u s  a n d  d i f f i c u l t ,  e x c e p t  a t  t h r e e
passes  ( two na tura l  and one apparent ly  rnan-mac ie)  tha t
breach the  range.  These passes  have become busy
j u n c t i o n s  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  t w o  m a j o r  t r a d e  r o a c t s  t n a i .
p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  L a n d .  T o  t h e  s o u t h  l i e s  t h e  B a y  o f
S ighs ,  an  i rnmense sa l t  water  body  700 km wide  and
a l m o s t  2 U 0 0  k n r  

' l o n g ,  
w h i c h  i s  a l s o  a  l e s s e r  s o u r c e  o f

r n e r c a n t i l e  a c t i v i t y .  T o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  b o r d e r ' l a n d s  o f
S o u k h o r  d e t e r i o r a t e  i n t o  a  s c a r r e d  a n o  p i t t e d  b a o l a n d
t h a t  s u p p o r t s  I  i t t l e  v e g e t a t i o n ;  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  f u r t h e r
b e y o n d  i s  u n t a m e d  t a n g l e d  t v o o d l a n d  f i  l l e d  w i t h  m a n y
v a r i e t i e s  o f  f e l l  b e a s t s  o f  p r e y .  T h u s ,  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n
r e a d i l y  t h a t  t h e  L a n d  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  i s o l a t e d  i s l a n o
i n  t h e  s e a  o f  C i d r i r s  h u m a n i t y ,  f r e e  f r o m  t h e  s o r t  o f
s e r . i o u s  o u t s i d e  t h r e a t  t o  i t s  s o v e r e i g n t y  r n a t  m r g h t
p u t  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  d i s p u t a t i o u s  w a y s  o f  i t s  c u r r e n t
r u l  e r s .

H i  s t o r v
The f i rs t  se t t le rs  o f  THE LANO BEyOi lD THE

IOUNTAINS were  apparent ly  l " inoren  or  p re-Mnoren,  wf ro
ar r i ved  in  the  area  about  2500-3Lrc |L r  years  ago.  Thougn
f e w  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  s u r v i v e o ,
t h e  s c h o l a r s  o f  S o u k h o r ' s  C o l l e g e  o f  M a t t e r  a n o  f t o t i o n
h a v e  d e t e r m i n e o  t h a t  t h e  s e t t l e r s  w e r e  a l l  m e m D e r s  o f
t h e  f a m i  l y  B ' O r j a ,  e n g a g e d  i n  s o r n e  s o r t  o f  c h a l  l e n g e  o r
c o n t e s t  w i t h  a  r i v a l  c l a n .  T h e y  a r r i v e d  n e r e  o e a r i n g
m a r v e l o u s  m a c h i n e s  t o  e x t r a c t ,  a n o  f o r g e ,  a n o  s h a p e  t h e
r i c h  r e S o u r c e S  O f  t h e  h i l l s  n e a r  S O u r n O r ,  a n o  F e r e
a c c 0 m p a n i e d  b y  s t r a n g e  o t h e r w o r l o l y  c r e a t u r e s  t r a i n e d
t o  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  b i d d i n g .  T h e y  m i n e o  a n d  w o r K e c  t h e
r e g i o n  a t  a  f e v e r  p i t c h ,  a n d  t r a n s p o r t e d  m u c h  c f  t n e i r
p l u n d e r  t o  o t h e r  l a n d s  a n d  c o n t i n e n t s  o f  C i o r i  i n  g r a n o
f l y i n g  c r a f t  o f  s h i n i n g  m e t a l  .  T n e y  b u i  l t  a  n u g e  s t o n e
p a l  a c e  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e i r  c r e a t u r e  c u n f o r t s ,  d n d
s e v e r a l  g i g a n t i c  m e t a l  o b e l  i  s k s  a t o p  n u g e  p 1  a r f o r m s
whose purpose i  s  shrouoeo to  the  h i  s to r . i  ans .  And
g r a d u a l 1 y ,  t h e y  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  o n c e  f e r t i l e  I a n d
around Soukho l in to  a  near ly  bar ren  waste lano o f  jagged
deep chasms,  sandy  un fer t . i l e  was tes ,  ano s t reams
f e s t e r i n g  w i t h  a  h u n o r e o  t o x i c  p o i s o n s .



And then,  one day  as  sudden ly  as  they  had
c o m e  -  t h e  s e t t l e r s  c i e p a r t e d ,  l e a v i n g  b e h i n o  m u c h  o f
w h a t  t h e y  h a d  b r o u g h t  o r  p r o d u c e d .  T h e  m a c h i n e s  s a t  i n
the i r  fo rnrer  work  s ta t ions  ano graoua l ly  de ter io ra teo
' i n t o  u s e l e s s  h u l k s  ( a l t h o u g h  s o m e  w e r e  b u r i e 0  b y  s a n d
-s to rms,  o r  were  o therw ise  pro tec ted  f ro rn  the  ravages
o f  t h e  e l e n r e n t s ,  a n o  s t i l I  f u n c t i o n  t o  t h i s  o a y ! ) .  T h e
p a l a c e  c r u m b l e d  i n t o  r u i n s ,  a n d  r r t o s t  o f  t h e  m a i e s t i c
p l a t f o r m s  c o l l a p s e o  w i t h  t n e  w e i g h t  o f  y e a r s .  T h e
c r e a t u r e s  t o o  w e r e  l e f t  b e h i n d ,  a n d  n t a n y  d i e o  i n  t h e
w a s t e l a n d  ( a s  t h e i r  o f t - f o u n o  s k e l e t o n s  a t t e s t ) ;  o t h e r s
m a o e  i t  t o  t h e  w o o o l a n d s  t o  t h e  e a s t  a n d  s u r v i v e o ,
m u t a t i n g  i n t o  f e l l  a n o  s a v a g e  c r e a t u r e s  o f  t e r r o r .

T h e  l a n d s  1 a y  v a c a n t  a g a i n  ' t i 1  5 0 0  y e a r s  d 9 o ,
w h e n  a  b a n d  o f  t w e n t y  l e g i o n n a i r e s ,  l e d  b y  M i k a r t h  t h e
Venturesome,  se t  fo r th  f rom the  k ingdorn  o f  Treva l ia  to
t h e  w e s t  t o  c l a i r n  a  f o r t u n e  i n  g o l o  w h o s e  l o c a t i o n  w a s
s u p p o s e c l y  f o r e t o l d  b y  a  m a p  i n  M i k a r t h ' s  p o s s e s s i o n .
A . l t h o u g h  t h e  m a p  u l t i m a t e l y  p r o v e d  s p u r i o u s ,  t h e  b a n d
f o u n d  a n  e q u a l l y  g r e a t  t r e a s u r e  o f  f e r t i l e  u n c l a i m e d
1 a n d ,  a n o  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  t o  r a i s e  a  l a r g e r  e x p e d i t i o n  o f
c o l o n i s t s  t o  s e i z e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y .  T h e  s e v e n  s c o r e  m e n
and women who rnade the  secono Sourney  bu i l t  a  smal l
f o r t r e s s  n e a r  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  c i t y  o f  B a l k a ,
and began the i r  own rnuch s lower  deve lopnten t  o f  the
L a n d .  I " l i . K a r t h ' s  g r a n d s o n ,  M u i p i c u s ,  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o
assurne the  t i  t l  e  o f  Duke;  he  a l  so  under took  the
b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  r o a d  t h a t  w o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  c o n r l e c t  t h e
t h r i v i n g  n e w  p r o v i n c e  w i t h  t h e  t r a d e r s  o f  T r e v a l i a .

For  150 years  t r re  I  i  ne  o f  l v l i  kar th  he l  o  t rue ,  ano
t h e  d u c a l  t i t l e  p a s s e o  o n  t o  i t s  e l o e s t  s o n .  D u r i n g
these years ,  the  area  cont  i  nued to  f  l  our i  sh  ano new
s e t t l e m e n t s  s p r o u t e d  a c r o s s  i t s  f a c e .  l - a t e  i n  t h e
p e r r o d ,  p r o s p e c t o r s  i n  t h e  h i . l . l s  n o r t h  o f  B a l k a  m a d e
t h e  f i r s t  b i g  g e n r  s t r i k e s ,  a n d  c o n m e r c e  w i t h  T r e v a l i a
g r e a t l y  e x p a n o e d .  A l m o s t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  a n  e x p e d i t i o n
led  by  K i rs ten  Ka lanoa i  o f  the  l juchy  o f  Ke l  a r r i veo  on
t h e  s c e n e ,  h a v i n g  f i n a l  1 y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  f i n d i n g  a  r o u t e
across  the  grea t  oeser t  tha t  s t re tches  fo r  7Ct0-2000 km
a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  E l y n t i a
( E l y n t i a  i s  b r i e f 1 y  d e t a i l e d  i n  I n  t h e  L a b y r i n t h ) .  l . i h e n
the  t raoe road was ex tendec t f roug l - - tTe  rough-hewn
s t e p s  t h a t  K a l a n d a i  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  b l a s t e d  o u t  o f  t h e
n o u n t a i n s i d e  ( p r e s u m a b l y  b y  t h e  p r e - l v l n o r e n ,  t h o u g h  n o
m e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  a c t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  f o u n o  i n  t h e i r
r e c o r d s )  ,  i t  s e e m e d  t h a t  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  d i  s t u r b  t h e
p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  L a n d .

T h i n g s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a r e  n e v e r  w h a t  t h e y  s e e n t ,  a n o
i t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  l o n g  f o r  t r o u b l e  t o  r e a r  i t s  h e a d .  i n
y e a r  1 - 7 4  o f  t n e  p r o v i n c e ,  t h e  L a n o  w a s  r u l e d  b y  B r u t h e
(known more  cornrnon ly  by  the  Soukhorean h is to r ians  as
" t h a t  c u r s e d  i d i o t " ) .  T h i s  U u k e  h a o  f o u r  s o n s ,  t h e
e l o e s t  o f  w n o m  w e r e  i d e n t i c a l  t w i n s ;  b e i n g  a  w e a k  a n d
i n d e c i s i v e  m a n ,  h e  p u t  o f f  m a k i n g  a  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e
q u e s t i o n  o f  s u c c e s s i o n  -  u n t i  I  o n  h i  s  o e a t n b e d ,  h e
s h o c k e d  e v e r y o n e  b y  d i v i o i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c e  i n t o  f o u r
c o u n t i e s ,  a n d  g i v i n g  e a c h  s o n  a  p o r t i o n  t o  r u l e .  T h e
s o l u t i o n ,  o t  c o u r s e ,  s a t i s f i e c  n o  o n e ,  a n d  w i t h i n  i u s t
months  the  tw ins  Beremono and Eoroour  (who hao been
g i v e n  t h e  c h o i c e s t  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  M u i p o c o  a n d  D i h a o )
w e r e  a t  w a r ,  e a c h  t r y i n g  t o  r e u n i t e  b o t h  p r o v i n c e s
u n d e r  h i s  d o m i n i o n .  A f t e r  a  t i m e ,  t h e i r  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r
A r r o k  g o t  i n t o  t h e  a c t  a s  w e l l ,  a s  h e  g r e w  t i r e d  o f  h i s
c o u n t y r  s  c r o p s  b e i n g  r a i d e d  b y  h i  s  s u p p o s e d  a l  l y
B e r e m o n d .  u n l y  S u k o l o r ,  t h e  y o u n g e s t  s o n  w h o  i n h e r i t e o
the  ravaged remains  o f  the  pre- lv lnoren  se t t lement ,  was
a b l e  t o  r e m a i n  a l o o f  f r o m  t h e  s t r u g g l e  -  f o r  S u k o l o r
reckoned cor rec t ly  tha t  he  d id  no t  have the  resources
t o  w a g e  a n  o f f e n s i v e  w a r ,  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r s  d i d  n o t
c r a v e  h i s  a p p a r e n t l y  u s e d - u p  l a n d s .  A n d  s o  S u k o l o r  a n d
h i s  p e o p l e  t u r n e d  i n w a r d  a n d  b e g a n  t o  d e l v e  i n  t h e
r u i n s  l e f t  b y  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  s e e k i n g  t o  u n l o c k  t h e' la t te r ' s  

secre ts  o f  power

Mat te rs  have gone on  in  rough ly  the  same manner  to
tne  present  day ,  A l though there  are  f requent  per ioos  o f
t r u c e  i n  w h i c h  h o s t i  l i t i e s  a r e  c o n f i n e d  t o  o c c a s i o n a l
b o r d e r  r a i d s ,  t h e  t h r e e  p r o v i n c e s  o f  D a r o k ,  M u i p o c o ,
a n d  D i h a d  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  a t  w a r
f o r  a l l  t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  I ' t u i p o c a n s ,  a ' l t h o u g h  p l a c e c  i n
t h e  u n e n v i  a b l e  p o s i t  i o n  o f  b e i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  t w o
f o e s ,  h a v e  h a d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s  o v e r  t h e
y e a r s .  0 n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  t n e i r  a r m i e s  h a v e  d r i v e n
d e e p  i n t o  D a r o k  o r  D i h a d ,  o n l y  t o  b e  t o r c e d  t o  w i t h d r a w
c r i t i c a l  u n i t s  f r o m  t h e  a t t a c k  f o r c e  t o  r e s p o n o  t o
r e n e w e o  a t t a c k s  o n  t h e i r  o t h e r  b o r d e r .  D a r o k  a n d  D i h a o
h a v e  h a d  t h e i r  m o m e n t s  o f  g 1 o r y ,  a l s o ,  p a r t i c u l a r ' l y  a t
t h o s e  r a r e  j u n c t u r e s  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  a l l y
together  ano work  ou t  a  coord ina teo  p lan  o f  a t tack ;  ye t
here  too ,  c  i  rcumstances  (  o f ten  ex t remel  y  cur i  ous
c i rcumstances)  have in te rvened to  p revent  the  f iTm$
s t r o k e  f r o m  b e i n g  d e l i v e r e d .  A n d  a l l  t h e  w h i l e ,  S o u k h o r
h a s  c a r r i e d  o n ,  s l o w l y  r e s e a r c h i n g  a n o  r e b u i l d i n g  s m a l 1
p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  l o s t  t e c h n o l o g y  b u r i e d  w i t h i n  i t s
r e a 1 m ,  t r a d i n g  w i t h  ( a n o  o c c a s ' i o n a . l 1 y  t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y
a i d i n g )  a l l  t h r e e  c o m b a t a n t s ,  m e a n w h i l e  p r o f e s s i n g  i t s
c o r n p l e t e  n e u t r a l i t y .  T h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t n e  o t h e r  c o u n t i e s
a l l  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  i r r f l u e n c e  t h a t  S o u k h o u r i  a c t i v i t i e s
h a v e  o n  t t r e i r  p o l i c i e s ,  b u t  n o n e  o f  t h e m  r e a l i z e  t h e
f  u l  l  e x t e n t  o f  S o u k h o r ' s  c o n t r o l  -  o r . i t s  c o m n r i t n r e n t  t o
k e e p i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o r n o a t a n t s  i n
a  Dern lanent  s ta lemated.

( ) f  course ,  over  the  year5 ,  nu l l le rous  0 ther  ac to rs
have appeared on  the  scene,  ano th ree  o f  these groups
n o w  p l a y  i r r r p o r t a n t  r o l e s  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n o  e c o n o m i c
d y n a m i c s  o f  t h e  L a n o .  T h e  f i r s t  t o  a r r i v e  w e r e  t h e
m e r c e n a r i e s ,  b r o u g h t  f r o m  T r e v a l i a  t o  f i g h t  f o r  D a r o k ,
who rea l i zed  there  was even more  money to  be  made in
s e l l i n g  t h e m s e . l v e s  o u t  a s  g u a r d s  t o  t h e  n r a n y  t r a d i n g
c a r a v a n s  s e e k i n g  t o  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  b a t t l e - t o s s e o
l a n d s .  T o d a y  t h e r e  a r e  n e a r l y  8 0 0  m o u n t e d  a n d  C e n t a u r i
m e r c e n a r i e s  w h o  r o t a t e  b e t w e e n  t w o  s t u r d y  c i t a d e l s  t h a t
s t a n d  a t  e i t h e r  e n d  o f  M u i p j c u s '  t r a d e  h i g h w a y ,  n o l , r
known in  comtnon par lance as  the  81oody l (oad,  and
h u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  D a r o k ,  D i h a d ,  a n d
Muipoco.  Then came the  dwarves ,  down f rom the  c i ty  o f
R u b y d e l v e  i n  E l y n t i a ,  l u r e d  b y  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  f a b u l o u s
d e p o s i t s  o f  g e m s  b e i n g  u n e a r t h e o  i r r  t h e  H i . l l s  o f  O r e .
They  have based themse lves  a t  Rhuz,  an  l rn rnense cavern
c o n r p l e x  ( t h o u g h  a  h u n r b l e  a n d  u n f i n i s h e o  c i t y  b y  d w a r v e n
s t a n o a r d s )  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  H i  l l s ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a r t
uneasy  t ruce  w i th  t t te  o ther  p rospec tors  in  tha t  a rea  -

t h o u g n  b . l o o d y  a r g u n r e n t s  o v e r  c l a i m  r i g h t s  a r e  b y  n o
means uncornmon.  The most  recent  -  bu t  by  no  means the
l e a s t  -  a r r i v a l s  w e r e  R e p t i l e  I ' l e n ,  w n o  c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e
e a s t e r n  w a s t e l a n d s  4 0  y e a r s  a g o  s e e k i n g  c o n q u e s t .  T h e y
s t o r m e d  t h e  S o u k n o r i  c i t y  o f  I n t e r r i  s ,  o n l y  t o  b e
d e c i r n a t e o  b y  t h e  c a r e f u l  m a r s h a l  1  i n g  o f  t h e  I  i m i t e d
h i g h - t e c h  a r s e n a l  o f  t h e  h u m a n s .  T h e  S o u k h < l r i  s h o w e o
m e r c y  t o  t h e  s u r v i v o r s ,  w h o  b e c a m e  s t a u n c h  a . l l i e s  o f
t h e  t h r o n e  -  a n d  a  s o u r c e  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e
o t h e r t h r e e t " t t t ' *  

*  *  *  *

N o w  t h e  f u t u r e  a w a i t s ,  a n d  i t  i s  u p  t o  J o u ,  t h e
Fantasy  Masters  and the  p layers ,  to  shape i t  as  you
w i l 1 .  P e r h a p s  y o u  w i l l  b e  t h e  o n e  t o  r e u n i t e  t h e  s o n s
of  l v l i kar th  under  one ru le r  -  o r  t0  an lass  a  fo r tune
a d v e n t u r i n g  u n d e r  h i l l  o r  o v e r  s e a .  P e r h a p s  t o o '  y o u
w i l l  f a l l  v i c t i m  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  s c h e m e s  p e r p e t r a t e d
b y  D a r o k ' s  H i g h  P r i e s t e s s  A l e t h - a a n ,  o r  t h e  n e f a r i o u s
E m i l  J a g g o h ,  C o u n c i l  l o r  o f  D i h a d  -  o r  w i n d  u p  i n  j u s t

another  so ld ie r ' s  unmarked grave.  l , Jha tever  be  your
fa te ,  we hope your  days  in  THE LAND BEYOND THE
I4OUi{TAINS bring you great enioyrnent - and remember,
t n i s  i s  o n l y  t h e  b e g i n n i n g l  !



USING THE BOOK

I n  u s i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h i s  s e r i e s ,  t h e  F l " t  w i l l
n e e d  t o  a c q u a i n t  h i n r s e l f  w i t h  a  f e w  s t a n o a r d
a b b r e v i a t i o n s  a n d  d i c e  c o n v e n t i o n s  t h a t  w i  I  I  b e  u s e d
t h r o u g h o u t .  1 D ,  2 D ,  3 D ,  e t c . ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
s i x - s i d e d  d i c e  t o  b e  r o l l e d  i n  a  g i v e n  s i t u a t i o n .
S i m i l a r l y , 3 / S T ,  4 / D X , 5 / I Q ,  e t c . ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  n u m b e r
o f  d i c e  t h a t  a r e  t o  b e  r o l l e d  i n  m a k i n g  a  s a v i n g  r o l l
( S R )  a g a i n s t  t n e  s p e c i f i e d  a t t r i b u t e .

I n  m a n y  o f  t h e  s c e n a r i o s  a n d  e n c o u n t e r s  q i v e n  i n
t h e  b o o k ,  t h e  F l " r  w i l l  b e  t o l d  t o  u s e  t n e  n a n d o m  T a b l e s
f o r  F i g h t e r ,  I ' l i z a r d ,  o r  T h i e f ;  t h e s e  t a b l e s  w i l l  b e
f o u n d  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  v o l u m e ,  o n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  p a g e s .
H e r e  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  m a n y  r e a d i l y  u s e d  m i n o r  c h a r a c t e r s
w i t h  t h e i r  a t t r i b u t e s ,  w e a p o n s ,  a r m o r ,  a n d  t a l e n t s  o r
s p e l l s  s p e l i e d  o u t  f o r  f a s t  r e f e r e n c e .  T r e a s u r e  f a c t o r
( a s  e x p l a i n e o  b e l o w )  i s  a l s o  g i v e n ,  a n d  n o t e s  p r o v i d e  a
b i t  o f  0 i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  f o r  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e
v a r i o u s  e n c o u n t e r s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w i l l  b e  i n v o l v e d .

M o s t  o f  t h e  m a J 0 r  n o n - p 1  a y e r  c h a r a c t e r s  ( N p C s )
presented  in  these books  w i l l  be  surnmar izec i  in  a  comnlon
f o r m a t ,  a S  s h o w n  b e l o w :

D r a n g  ( t n e  D e l i r i o u s )  S T  1 4  D X  1 3 ( 1 1 )  I Q  1 2  t v t A  B---IETP0N-SJ"iorn 
mg st ar ( 2+2 ) *, '  L i  ght '  Cros sbow ( 2 ),

2 - H a n o e c j  S w o r d  ( 3 - 1 ) t
A R l i l 0 R :  L e a t h e r ,  S r n . S h i e . l  d  ( + h a r r i o r ,  - 4  h i t s )

T A L E N T S :  W a r r i o r ,  L x p e r t  H o r s e m a n s h i p ,  D w a r v i s h
SPELLS: B.l  ur

SPECIAL POSSI :  Mag ica l  weapon (+1  darnage) ,  R id ing
horse ,  pouch o f  6  tserserker  mushroonrs .
S t o n e  F l  e s h  r i n g ;  T F = 3

T h e  t o p  l i n e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h e
c h a r a c t e r ' s  a t t r i b u t e s  a n d  m o v e m e n t  a l  l o w a n c e  ( n u m b e r s' i  n  paren theses  are  a  charac ter ,  s  adJ  DX when armoreo )  .
T h e  n e x t  l i n e  l i s t s  a l  l  l l E A p 0 l { S  c a r r i e d  b y  t h e  p e r s o n ,
wr th  the  damage done by  each no ted  in  paren theses .  Any
w e a p o n s  m a r k e d  w i t h  a n  "  *  , '  a r e  m a g i c a l . l y  e n h a n c e o  i n
sorne way,  wh i . le  a  "  t  "  i s  used to  no te  weaoons fo r
!1h ich  a  charac ter  does  no t  know the  appropr ia te  WealJon
T a l e n t  ( r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  - 4  D X  a d j u s t m e n t  w h e n  i t  i s  u s e d
i n  c o m b a t ) ;  i f  t h e  w e a p o n  i s  b r a c k e t e d ,  , '  

|  ]  
, , ,  t n e

c h a r a c t e r  c a r r i e s  i t  o n  o c c a s i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a l w a y s .
The ARl lOR f ine  descr ibes  a l . l  sh ie lds  anO armor  wh ich
a r e  b e i n g  w o r n  b y  a  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  l i s t s  a n y  b o n u s e s  t o
damage absorp t ion  rece ived f rom l , la r r io r  o r  Veteran
t a l e n t s .  A s  a b o v e ,  m a g i c a l  a r r n o r  i s  n o t e d  b y  a  * .  T h e
T A L E N T S  l i n e  l i s t s  t h e  v a r i o u s  s k i l  l S  t h e  c h a r a c t e r
p o s s e s s e s ,  a n d  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  L a n g u a g e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r
h a s  l e a r n e d .  T o  c o n s e r v e  s p a c e ,  t w o  t y p e s  o f  T a l e n t s
a r e  n o t  

. l i s t e d  
o n  t h i s  l i n e :

1 )  W e a p o n  T a l e n t s  f o r  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w e a p o n s
a r e  a 1 r e a d y  I i s t e d  o n  t h e  W E A p 0 i l S  I i n e  ( e . S . ,
Drang 's  Ax / l ' l ace  and Crossbow Ta. l  en ts  need no t  be. l i s t e d  

b e c a u s e  h e  c a r r i e s  a  m o r n i n g s t a r  a n d  l i g h t
c rossbow;  converse ly ,  a  Po le  | , , /eapons Ta len t  wou ld
b e  I  i s t e o  i f  h e  h a d  i t ,  b e c a u s e  h e  c u r r e n t l y
c a r r i e s  n o  w e a p o n  o f  t h a t  t y p e ) ,  a n d

2 )  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t a l e n t s  t h a t  a r e  s u p e r c e d e d  b y  o t h e r
l i s t e d  s k i l l s  ( t n u s ,  i f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  i s  a n
E x p e r t  H o r s e m a n  o r  N a t u r a l  i s t ,  o r  a  M a s t e r  T h i e f
o r  B a r o ,  t n e  l o w e r . l e v e l  t a l e n t  i n  e a c r t  f i e l d
w o u l d  n o t  b e  l i s t e d ) .

F t v l ' s  s h o u l d  n o t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  c o s t s  o f  l e a r n i n g
known but  un l  i s ted  ta len ts  have been accounted  fo r
d u r i n g  c h a r a c t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

A 1 1  n r a g i c a l  s p e 1 1 s  ( S P E L L S  l i n e )
designated as arcane by neans of  an
SPECIAL  P0SS(ESS i0NS)  l i ne  l i s t s  a l l

a rmor  and ar t i fac ts ,  and any  o ther  ou t -o f - the-ord inary
i t e m s  t h a t  a  c h a r a c t e r  c u r r e n t l y  o w n s ;  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e s e
p o s s e s s i o n s  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  o n  h i s  p e r s o n  v , / h e n  h e
i s  e n c o u n t e r e d .  T h i s  l i n e  w i l l  a l s o  . i n d i c a t e  a  T F ,  o r
t r e a s u r e  f a c t o r ,  f o r  e a c h  c h a r a c t e r ;  t h e s e  T F  v a l u e s
a r e  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  p u r s e  c u r r e n t l y
c a r r i e d  b y  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  t a b l e  b e l o w .

TREASURE FACTORS

T F  S ' i z e  o f  P u r s e  S i g n i f i c a n t  T r e a s u r e s  ( r o l l  2 D )r
1 1tl
7 3 0
3 5l)
4 l l lx lO
5  3Dx10
6  3Dx25
7 3Dx50
B 5Dx50
9 3ljx 100

10  3Dx250
11  1Dx1000
12 2Dx1000

1 1 - i 2  =  1
1 0 - 1 i  =  7 ,  L Z  =  2
1 0 - 1 1  =  I ,  1 2  =  2
9 - 1 1 = I , 1 2 = 2
B-10 = I ,  I l - I2  = 2
B-10 = I ,  L7-12 = 2
8 - 1 0 = 1 , 1 1 = 2 , 1 2 =
7 - I 0 = 1 , 1 1 = 2 , L 2 =
6 - 9  =  i ,  1 0 - 1 1  =  2 ,  L 2

3
3
= 3

ano  a r t i f ac t s  a re
unde r l  i ne .  The

ma[TcT'i- weapons,

( A  " s i g n i f i c a n t  t r e a s u r e ' ,  r e p r e s e n t s  s o r n e  o b j e c t  o f
g r e a t e r  t h a n  9 5 0  v a l u e  -  a n  i t e m  o f  j e w e l r y ,  m e t a l w o r k ,
l e a t h e r ,  g l a s s ,  e t c . ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  o r  m a n m a d e
substance tha t  the  F l ' i  chooses ;  th is  . i te rn  need no t  be
e a s y  t o  r n o v e  o r  c a r r y .  T h e  a c t u a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e
i  s  u p  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  F M s ,  b u t  s h o u l r l  o f t e n  b e  e q u a l  t o
o r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  b a s e  v a l  u e  o f  t h e  c n a r a c t e r '  s
n o r m a l  p u r s e ) .

S h o p s  a n o  r e s i d e n c e s  o e t a i  l e d  i n  t h i  s  v o l  u m e  a r e
a l s o  a s s i g n e d  a  b a s e  t r e a s u r e  f a c t o r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e
b u i l d i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  w h a t e v e r  t y p e i  o f
p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e f t  t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  u s e s  o r
p o s s e s s e s :

"  G  "  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  n u n r b e r  o f  g u a r d s  p r e s e n t  d u r . i n g
of f -hours ,  i f  any ;  these guards  are  taken f ro r r r
t h e  R a n d o n  F i g h t e r  T a b l e  ( s e e  b e l o w ) .  I f  t h e
g u a r d  1  i s t i n g  i s  n r a r k e d  w i t h  a  * ,  o n e  o f  t h e
g u a r o s  t s  a  m a g e .

"  T  "  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t r a p s  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e
b u i l d i n g ;  e a c h  t r a p  i s  t h e n  f u r t h e r  c l e s c i i b e d
a s  t o  c o m p l e x i t y ,  l o c a t i o n ,  a n d  t y p e .  S l a s h e d
n u m b e r  p a i r s  ( 4 / 3 )  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  n u r n b e r  o f
d i c e  t n a t  s h o u l o  b e  r o l  l e o  b y  a n y  p l a y e r s
a t tempt ing  to  Detec t /Remove each t rap ;  second
l e t t e r - n u m b e r  p a i r s  i o e n t . i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  a n d
type 0 f  t rap  be ing  employed,  based on  the
fo  1  I  ow i  ng  key :
Loc  a t  i  on- - - - -T-  

Trap  is  on  ex ter io r  ooor  o r  w indows
I  =  T r a p  i  s  i n  t h e  b u i  l d i n g  i n t e r i o r ,

near  the  p lace  tvhere  the  t reasure  is
u s u a l  1 y  k e p t

C  =  T r a p  i s  o n  t h e  t r e a s u r e  i t s e l f ,  o r
t h e  c o n t a i n e r  ( c h e s t ,  c a s e ,  s h e l f )
w h i c h  i s  h o l d i n o  i t

EJTffi.,,
2 = Arrow or  crossbow bol t
3  =  S leep  o r  F reeze  gas
4  =  Con tac t  po i son  (20 )
5  =  B lade  (4 /DX  to  dodge ,  o r  2D  damage)
6  =  B t a s t  ( 4 D )

Exan rp le :
Grundy ' s  Lea the r  Shop  TF=7 ,  G1 ,  TZ  (5 /4  E l ,  4 /3  C5 )----TIE-5hop 

T'as a*basic treasure f actoi of 7 (:OxSO
in cash and t rade qoods,  wi th sone chance of  a great
t reasu re ) ,  one  non -mage  gua rd ,  and  two  t raps .  The  i r aps
a re  i den t i f i ed  as  an  A la rm (on  the  shop ,s  f r on t  doo r ) ,
and  a  B l  ade  t rap  (on  the  cab ine t  whe re in  t he  cash
r e c e i p t s  a r e  k e p t ) .



THE COUNTY OF DAROK

GE OGRAPHY---Tef6-k, 
the westernmost of the four provinces that

c o m p r i s e  t h e  L a n d  t s e y o n d  t h e  M o u n t a i n s ,  i s  p r i m a r i l y  a
tempera te  g rass land,  no t  un . l i ke  the  A,mer ican Great
P l a i n s  o r  t h e  s a v a n n a h s  o f  A f r i c a .  T h e  c o u n t y  i s  r a t h e r
s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  w i t h  h u m a n  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  b u t  r i c h  i n
a n ' i m a l  l  i f e  -  h e r d s  o f  w i l d  h o r s e s ,  a n t e l o p e s ,  b i s o n
a n d  e l k ;  l a r g e r  b e a s t s  l i k e  m a m m o t h s  a n d  e l e p h a n t s ,  a n d
members  o f  the  b ig  ca t  fan i l y ;  and an  abundance o f
e x o t i c  f l y i n g  c r e a t u r e s  l i k e  r o c s ,  p e g a s i ,  a n d  g i a n t
c o n d o r s .  T h e  D a r o k a n  p 1  a i n s  a r e  a l  s o  r i c h  i n  w a t e r
resources ,  in  the  fo rm o f  subsur face  s t reams and,  in
t h e  r o c k r i v e n  u p l a n d s ,  s e v e r a l  c l e a r  m o u n t a i n  l a k e s ;
o n e  m a j o r  r i v e r ,  t h e  K a n ' t h o l ,  a l s o  s l i c e s  d i a g o n a l l y
a c r o s s  D a r o k ,  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  t s 1 o o d y  R o a o  a s  t h a t  t r a d e
route  wends th rough the  center  o f  the  prov ince ,  and
t h e n  f l o w i n g  p l a c i d l y  s o u t h e a s t w a r d  i n t o  M u i p o c o .

T h e  h u m a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a r e  h e a v i l y
c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  s e v e n  I  a r g e
f o r t i f i e d .  s t r o n g h o l d s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  l a s t  l i n e  o f
the  county '  s  de fense.  The I  a rges t  o f  these cas t l  e
s t r o n g h o l d s  i s  S h a y l l e ,  w h o s e  s t a r k  t w i n  t o w e r s  s t a n d
w i t h i n  t h e  w a l  l e d  c a p i t a l  c i t y  t h a t  a l  s o  b e a r s  i t s
nan ie .  Shay l le  Cast le  houses  the  cur ren t  Commander  o f
t h e  D a r o k a n  a r m i e s ,  t h e  s o v e r e i g n  l o r o  o f  D a r o k ;  t h e
o u t e r  c i t y  i s  n o t a b . l  e  f o l i  t s  I a r g e  o p e n - a i r  t r a d e
b a z a a r ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  H i g h  T e m p l e  o f  t h e  c u l t  o f  A k h o r a
t h a t  s t a n d s  t h e r e .  T h e s e  l a n d m a r k s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s
o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  w i l l  b e  d e t a i l e d  i n  S o l o i e r  C i t y  -
S h a y l l e ,  a v a i l a b l e  i n  e a r l y  s u m m e r

T h e  o t h e r  s i x  " F r e e h < l l d s "  a r e  c a l . l e o  (  f r o m  s o u t h
t o  n o r t h )  F e 1 d ,  T h a r n ,  D i o n n e ,  G n e i s s ,  G r i m d i t c h ,  a n o
V a . l e .  E a c h  H o l d  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  c a s t l e  a n d  i t s  l o c a l
e n v i r o n s ,  a n d  3 - 5  n e i g h b o r i n g  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  a r e  a . l l i e d
e c o n o m i c a l l y  t o  t h e  c a s t l e  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d
l a w  o f  i t s  L o r d .  T h e  r o a d s  w h i c h  c o n n e c t  t h e  H o l d s  w i t h
o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  w i t h  S h a y l l e  a r e  o f t e n  l i t t l e  m o r e  t n a n
r o u g h l y  b e a t e n - d o w n  t r a i l s ,  i l l - s u i t e d  t o  w a g o n  t r a v e l ;
n o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  q o m i n a n t  t e r r a i n  i s  f l a t  e n o u g h  t h a t
m o s t  t r a f f i c  c a n  s a f e l y  t r a v e r s e  t h i s  c r u d e  n e t w o r k
w i t h o u t  t o o  m a n y  c o s t l y  c i e l a y s .

Three o ther  segments  o f  the  Darokan te r ra in  a re
a l s o  w e l l  k n o w n  i n  t h e  t a l e s  o f  m o s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e
l o r e m a s t e r s .  T h e  f o r e m o s t  o f  t h e s e  i s  S k u l l  R o c k ,  t h e
t a l l  n a t u r a l  r o c k  f o r m a t i o n  s e e m i n g l y  g r a v e n  i n  t h e
s h a p e  o f  a  m a n ' s  s t e r n  c o u n t e n a n c e ,  a n d  s a i d  t o  b e  a
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  A k h o r a ,  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  I ' J a r  a n d  F i r e .  I n
t h e  t w i s t i n g  c o m p l e x  o f  c a v e s  a n d  c r a w l w a y s  t h a t  l i e
beneath  the  Rock ,  the  pr ies ts  and adherents  o f  Akhora
r n a k e  s a c r i f i c i a l  o f f e r i n g s  a n d  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  r i t e s  o f
i n v o c a t i o n .  S o m e  o f  t h e  

' l o r e m a s t e r s '  
l e g e n d s  c l a i m  t h a t

t h e  G o d  h i m s e l f ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  v e n g e f u l  s p e c t r e ,
s o m e t i m e s  w a l k s  t h e s e  u n d e r g r o u n d  c o r r i d o r s ,  p l a n n i n g
h i s  c o n q u e s t  -  w h i l e  o t h e r s  c o n t e n d  t n a t  a  g o l d e n
t r e a s u r e  t r o v e  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  F i r e  l i e s  h i d d e n
d e e p  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m p l e x ,  a l v a i t i n g  h i s  t r i u m p h a n t
r e b i r t h .  l , J h a t e v e r  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e s e  l a t t e r  t a l e s  b e ,
few non-members  o f  the  Cu l t  ever  venture  near  Sku l . l
R o c k  -  a n d  f e w e r  s t i l l  r e t u r n  t o  t e l l  t h e i r  t a l e .

T h e  s e c o n d  l a n d m a r k ,  S k y t o p ,  l i e s  a t  t h e  n o r t h -
western  edge o f  the  Darokan f ron t ie r ,  no t  fa r  f rom Va le
C a s t l e  ( t h e  n o r t h e r n n i o s t  F r e e h o l d ) .  M a n y  o f  t h a t  H o l d ' s
most  dar ing  men sca le  th is  dark  and t reacherous  c rag ,
b r a v i n g  s t i f f  u n n a t u r a l  w i n d s  a n d  s t o r m s ,  i n  h o p e s  o f
f i n c j i n g  t h e  a e r i e s  o f  t h e  p e g a s i  a n d  r o c s  t h a t  r e s i d e
h e r e  a n d  l u r i n g  o n e  o f  t h e s e  c r e a t u r e s  i n t o  t h e i r

serv ice .  The few who succeed and become skyr iders  jo in

a n  e l i t e  g r o u p  o f  w i n g e d  w a r r i o r s  w h o s e  m a n u e v e r a b i l i t y
and speed make them fo rmidab le  foes  aga ins t  bo th  a rcane
a n d  n a t u r a l  f o r c e s .  l - i k e  t h e  j o u r r r e y  t o  S k u l l  R o c k '  t h e
w a y  t o  S k y t o p  i s  n o t  a  p i l g r i m a g e  t o  b e  t a k e n  l i g h t l y ;
o n i y  a b o u t  o n e  i n  f i v e  s u c c e e d  i n  " i m p r e s s i n g "  o n e  o f
t h e  | , J i n g e d  O n e s ,  a n d  m a n y  d i e ,  f a l l i n g  v i c t i m  t o  t h e
unp i ty ing  fo rces  o f  na ture  tha t  assa i l  them en rou te  o r
s ' laughtered  by  the  very  beas ts  they  hope t0  ensnare .

T h e  t h i r d  a r e a  o f  n o t e  i s  a  s e e m i n g l y  n o r r n a l  a n d
und i  s t ingu i  shed s t re tch  o f  low l  ano tha t  fo l  lows the
p a t h  o f  a n  u n d e r g r o u n d  t r i b u t a r y  o f  t h e  K a n ' t h o l .  T h i s
r e g i o n  i s  k n o w n  t o  D a r o k a n s  a s  t h e  P l a i n s  o f  t h e
S t ; l l i o n s ,  f o r  i t  i s  h e r e  t h a t  l a r g e  - h e r d s  o f  w i l d
h o r s e s  r o i m  f r e e ,  f e a s t i n g  o n  t h e  f e r t i l e  g r a s s e s  t h a t
orow above the  bur ied  s t reambed.  A  sca t te reo  segment  o f
i n e  p o p u l a t i o n  m a k e s  i t s  l i v e ' l i h o o d  b y  c a p t u r i n g  a n d
b r e a k i n g  t h e s e  w i l d  s t a l l i o n s .  T h e  h o r s e b r e a k e r s  l e a d  a
n o m a d i c  e x i s t e n c e ,  t i e d  t o  n o  c l a n  o r  H o l d ;  t h e i r
1  i f e s t y l e  i s  o u t l  i n e d  i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  l a t e r  i n  t h i s
b o o k ,  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  c a l l e d  T h e  P l a i n s  o f  D a r o k .

H I STORY-- - - lT tnough 
a t  the  moment  o f  i t s  c rea t ion ,  l  i t t le

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  D a r o , k  f r o m  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s
o f  the  o ther  th ree  prov inces  o f  the  Land,  events  s00n
c o n s p i r e d  t o  p u s h  t h e r n  o n t o  a  d r a s t i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t
c o u r s e  o f  e v o l u t i o n .  A r r o k ,  t h e  t h i r c l  s o n  o f  D u k e
Bru the ,  was  a  headst rong and reck less  young man,  who
q u i c k l y  t o o k  a f f r o n t  a t  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  r a i d s  o n  h i s
l a n o s  a n d  j o i n e d  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  s u p r e m a c y  a l t h o u g h  h i s
arnry  I  acked bo th  numbers  and exper ience.  To  make
m a t t e r s  w o r s e ,  A r r o k  w a s  n o  s t r a t e g i s t '  a n d  h i s  f i r s t
a t tacks  were  i  l  l - conce ived anc i  (consequent ly )  beaten
back  ra ther  eas i l y .  Had Beremond o f  Mu ipoco no t  been
o c c u p i e o  m e e t i n g  t h e  m o r e  p o t e n t  a s s a u l t s  o f  h i s  t w i n
b r o t h e r  B o r o d u r ,  D a r o k  m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  f a l l e n  i n  t n o s e
f i r s t  t e n t a t l v e  y e a r s .

A r r o k ' s  s o n  A r l e n  t r i e d  t o  b e e f  u p  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l
d e f e n s e s  w i t h  f o r e i g n  m e r c e n a r i e s '  b y  b r i n g i n g  i n
c o m p a n i e s  o f  o r c s  a n o  c e n t a u r i  f r o m  T r e v a l i a ,  a n d  a x e
a n d  s p e a r - w i e l d i n g  b a r b a r i a n s  f r o m  K e l .  M a n y  o f  t h q
mercenar ies  became permanent  res idents  o f  Darok ,  and
in t roduced the i r  own lo re  ano cus toms.  The men o f  Ke l
b rought  w i th  them a  ha t red  c l f  techno logy  and a  deep
m i s t r u s t  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  a  l e g a c y  o f  t h e  " h i g h - t e c h "  w a r s
t h a t  h a d  d e v a s t a t e d  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e l a n d ,  a n d  a  r e l i g i o n
c a l l e d  t h e  C u l t  o f  A k h o r a ,  w h o s e  p a t r o n  f i g u r e  w a s  a

G o o  o f  h a r  a n d  F i r e  w h o  i n  h i s  r e b i r t h  w a s  o r d a i n e d  t o
t r i g g e r  a  c l e a n s i n g  h o l o c a u s t  a n d  t n e  b e g i n n i n g  . o f  a
n e w - o r d e r .  A r l e n  s a w  t h e  r e l i g i o n  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  r a i s i n g
t h e  m o r a l e  o f  h i s  t h e n  d i s p i r i t e d  p e o p l e '  a n d  e n d o r s e d
t h e  c u l t  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s e c t  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  a l l y i n g

D a r o k  f o r  g o o d  o r  i l l  w i t h  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  w a r  g o d '

The sons  and grandsons o f  Ar len  fed  the  war  fever
f u r t h e r ,  a n d  a d o e d  s t i l l  m o r e  i n f u s i o n s  o f  m e r c e n a r y
b l o o d  ( a l t h o u g h  i n d e e d  b y  t h i s  t i m e  a l  l  t h r e e  o f  t h e
w a r r i n g  p r o v i n - e s  w e r e  l o o k i n g  b e y o n d  t h e i r  b o r d e r s  f o r
rep lac6ment  t roops) .  Great  war r io rs  won the  favor  o f
t h b  C o u r t ,  a n d  b e c a m e  p r i v y  t o  t n e  i n n e r m o s t  c o u n c i l s
o f  g o v e r n m e n t ;  t h o s e  w i t h  h e a l t h y  a m b i t i o n s  s o o n  s a w
that  a  mi l  i ta ry  career  o f fe red  the  bes t  rea l  chance fo r
soc ia l  advancement .  A t  the  urg ing  o f  the  power fu l
b a t t l e  m a g i c i a n s  o f  A k h o r a ,  w h o  h a d  g i v e n  g r e a t  s e r v i c e
to  the  Darokan war  e f fo r t  and were  now locked in  a
bat t ' le  fo r  supremacy over  mat te rs  a rcane w i th  the  rnore
t r a d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  t h e  w i z a r d l y  a r t ,  A r l e n  I I
abrup t ly  o rc ib red  a  purge o f  a l l  wr i t ten  mater ia l  wh ich
"preached the  heres ies  o f  p rogress ,  o r  d is t rac ted  the
m i n d  f r o m  t h e  c r i t i c a l  b a t t l e  a t  h a n d " .  T h i s  s u d d e n
ed ic t  caught  rnany  unawares '  and much knowledge was
consur r red  io rever  in  the  b laze  o f  hundreds  o f  bonf i res ;

o t h e r s  f l e d ,  o r  f o u g h t  b i t t e r ' l y  w i t h  t h e  p o w e r s  a t



t h e i r  d i s p o s a i  ( a n d  i n d e e d ,  s o m e  e a r n e d  t h r o u g h  s h e d
b lood a  s tay  o f  the  ed ic t  as  i t  regarded the j r  persona l
I  i b r a r i e s ,  a n d  h e l d  o u t  a s  b a s t i o n s  o f  e n l  i g h t e n m e n t
f o r  s e v e r a ' l  g e n e r a t i o n s ) .  E v e n  w i t h  t h e s e  e x c e p t i o n s ,
however ,  the  bas i  c  purpose o f  the  purge had been
a c h i e v e d ;  f o r  n o  o r g a n i z e d  i n f l u e n c e  n o w  e x i s t e d  i n
Darok  to  pose an  a l te rna t ive  to  the  tw in  commi tments
demanded by  the  s ta te :  commi tment  to  the  war r io r ' s
1 i f e ,  a n d  t o  t h e  p r e c e p t s  o f  t h e  C u l t .

A r l e n  I I ' s  g r e a t - g r a n d s o n ,  A ' l - T h e d o n ,  d i e d  i n
b a t t l e  a t  a n  e a r l y  a g e ,  l e a v i n g  n o  h e i r  t o  t h e  l i n e  o f
M i k a r t h  ( a l t h o u g h  i n  y e a r s  s u D s e q u e n t ,  o n e  o f  t n e  g r e a t
c 1 a n s ,  t h e  d ' A r r e k ,  w o u l o  c l a i m  t h a t  i t s  l i n e a g e  t r a c e d
back  to  an  unrecogn i  zed  bas tard  son o f  A l -Thedon 's
f a t h e r  A r ' l e n  I V ) .  M a n y  h a d  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  f i l  l i n g  t h e
p o w e r  v a c u u m  l e f t  b y  A l - T h e c j o n ' s  d e a t h ,  b u t  a l m o s t  a l l
t h e  a s p i r a n t s  s o o n  r e a l i z e d  t h a t ,  i f  c i v i l  w a r  e r u p t e d
i n  a  f i g h t  o v e r  s u c c e s s i o n ,  t h e  M u i p o c a n s  w o u l d  b e
q u i t e  w i 1 ' l i n g  ( a n d  a b l e )  t o  u s e  t h e  u n r e s t  a s  a  m e a n s
o f  c o n r p l e t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  c o n q u e s t  o f  D a r o k .  T h e  l e a d e r s
o f  t h e  k e y  f a n i l i e s ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  i n  a
r e m a r k a b l e  c o u n c i l ,  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r u l e .
A f te r  severa l  days  o f  heated ,  a lways  loud and somet imes
a n g r y  e x c h a n g e s ,  i t  w a s  f i n a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t
o f  r u l e  w o u l d  b e  s e t t l e d  b y  d i n t  o f  c o m b a t ,  a  p r a c t i c e
l o n g  a c c e p t e d  f o r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h e
l e a d e r s ' o f  m e r c e n a r y  c o m p a n i e s .  I n  t h e  e n d ,  f i v e  g r e a t
w a r r i o r s  v i e d  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  C o m m a n d e r ,  w h i  l e
o t h e r  k e y  f i g u r e s  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  t o  a c c e p t  l e s s e r  -  b u t
s t i l l  v e r y  p r e s t i g i o u s  -  r o l e s  a s  L o r d s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s
F r e e h o l d s ,  o r  a s  M i n i s t e r s  o f  a s s o r t e d  s t a t e  f u n c t i o n s .
T h i s  c o m p r o m i s e  s o l u t i o n ,  i n  s o m e w h a t  r e v i s e o  f o r m ,  i s
s t i l l  u s e d  t o  c h o o s e  D a r o k ' s  r u l e r  t o  t h i s  d a y ,  a s
d e s c r i b e d  b e l o w .  A n d  D a r o k ,  t o o ,  s t i l l  s u r v i v e s  -  a s  a
d e l i b e r a t e l y  p r i m i t i v e  w a r r i o r ' s  p a r a d i s e  i n  a n
o t h e r w i  s e  p o l  i t i c a l  l y  a n o  e c o n o m i c a l  1 y  s o p h i  s t i c a t e d
L a n o .

POL IT  I  CS- O a r o f  
t o d a y  i s  a  t r u e  w a r r i o r  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  i t s. l e a d e r s  

a r e  s t i l  l  s e l e c t e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r
f igh t ing  prowess .  The Commanoer  o f  the  Darokan army,
a n o  t h e  L o r d s  o f  t h e  s i x  F r e e h o l d s ,  a r e  a l l  c h o s e n  o n
t h e  b a s i s  o f  c h a l l e n g e  c o r n b a t .  C h a l l e n g e s  r n a y  b e  i s s u e d
o n c e  a  y e a r ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f u l l  m o o n  o f
spr ing .  Any  o f f  i ce l in  the  Darokan army has  the  r igh t
t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  i n c u m b e n t  C o n r m a n d e r ;  a n y  i n h a b i t a n t  o f
a  F r e e h o l d  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t o  b e  i t s  L o r d .
I f  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  c h a l  l e n g e r  a p p e a r s ,  t h e  c h a l  l e n g e r s
f i r s t  f i g h t  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s ;  t h e  c h a m p i o n  o f  t h a t
c o n t e s t  t h e n  f a c e s  t h e  r e i g n i n g  l e a d e r  i n  s i n g l e
c o m D a t .

A t  one t ime,  cha l lenge combats  were  fought  to  the
d e a t h  -  t h i s  m a d e  f o r  g r i p p i n g  d r a m a  e a c h  y e a r ,  b u t
a l s o  g r e a t l y  d i l u t e d  t h e  r a n k s  o f  q u a l i t y  l e a d e r s h i p .
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a l 1  c h a l l e n g e s  a r e  n o w  f o u g h t  w i t h  o n e  o f
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t y p e s  o f  w e a p o n s :

1)  padded wooden po les  resembl ing  quar te rs taves ;
2 )  y b a r r i ,  a  p a i r  o f  l e a t h e r  t h o n g s ,  e a c h  w e i g h t e d

a t  b o t h  e n d s  w i t h  a  s m a l l  p a d d e d  m e t a l  b a l l ;  o r
3 )  b l u n t e d  c e r e m o n i a l  k n i v e s ,  k n o w n  a s  k r o n a h ,  w h o s e

t i p s  a r e  c o a t e d  w i t h  a  S l e e p i n g  P o t i o n .
The incumbent  leader  a lways  chooses  the  weapon to  be
u s e o  i n  b o t h  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r v  a n d  f i n a l  c o m b a t s .  T h e
f i g h t i n g  t a k e s  p l a c b  i n  a  s m i l l  r e c t a n g u l a r  a r e a ,  r o p e d
o f f  t o  a b o u t  2 0  x  1 2  m  i n  s i z e ;  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  u n t i l  o n e
o f  t h e  c o m b a t a n t s  c o n c e d e s ,  d i e s ,  o r  i s  f o r c e d  o u t s i d e
t h e  b o u n d s  o f  t h e  " r i n g " .  A  S p e ' I 1  S h i e l d  i s  e r e c t e d
around the combat area by severaT--T-the Priests of
Akhora ;  the  Sh ie ld  permi ts  the  opera t ion  o f  sonre  k inc is
o f  mag ic  spETl f -and ar t i fac ts ,  and prevents  the  use  o f
o t h e r s ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  s p e l  I  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n
A d v a n c e d  [ . I i z a r d .  D e s p i t e  a l l  t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  t h e
aleTengel-Iave not been rendereo completely non-fata1 ,

and about  10-20% end ! ' , i th  one o f  the  combatants  dead.
( T n e  m e c h a n i c s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  o f  c h a l l e n g e
c o m b a t  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  d e t a i l  i n  a  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  a t
t h e  e n d  o f  t h i  s  i n t r o d u c t i o n )  .

B e c a u s e  t h e  r i s k  o f  d e a t h  r e m a i n s  q u i t e  r e a 1 ,
c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h e  i n c u m b e n t  l e a d e r s h i p  a r e  n o t  m a d e
1 i g h t 1 y .  I f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  i s  a t  p e a c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i n g ,  o r
i f  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  w a r  a r e  g o i n g  w e l 1 ,  f e w  w o u l d  d a r e  t o
c h a l l e n g e  t h e  C o m m a n d e r ;  s i m i l a r l y ,  a  L o r d  w h o  g o v e r n s
h i s  p e o p l e  w i s e l y  a n d  m a r s h a l s  h i s  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h  c a r e
m a y  r e i g n  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  o p p o s i t i o n .  C h a l l e n g e
i s  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  i n v o k e d  i n  t i m e s  o f  u n r e s t  ( w h e n  t h e
t i d e s  o f  b a t t 1 e  a r e  g o i n g  b a d l y ,  o r  w h e n  b a n d i t s  o r
p r e d a t o r y  b e a s t s  p l a g u e  t h e  l i v e l i h o o d  o f  a  F r e e h o l d ' s
i n h a b i t a n t s ) ,  o r  u p o n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  i n c u m b e n t .  S i n c e
m a n y  o f  t h e s e  d e a t h s  o c c u r  o n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  b a t t l e ,
every  incumbent  Commander  and Lord  has  the  recogn ized
r igh t  to  name a  temporary  successor  to  take  over  the
f o r m e r ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  h i s  u n t i m e l y  d e m i s e .
T h e  s u c c e s s o r  i s  a c c o r d e d  a l l  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  p o w e r s  d u e
h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e ,  b u t  i s  s u b j e c t
t o  n o r m a l  c h a l l e n g e  a t  t h e  n e x t  s p r i n g  ( i n  s o m e  c a s e s ,
t h e  s u c c e s s o r  m a y  e v e n  v o l u n t a r i l y  s t e p  d o w n  a n d  l e t
t h e  o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e s  d o  b a t t l e  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n ) .

The re ign  o f  the  cur ren t  Comnrander ,  Pet ros ,  o f  the
f a m i l y  

' l ' K a m a l ,  
p r o v i d e s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w

t h e  c h a l l e n g e  s y s t e m  w o r k s  i n  p r a c t i c e .  P e t r o s  w o n  t h e
m a n t l e  o f  C o m m a n d e r  o n  h i s  s e c o n d  a t t e m p t ,  d e p o s i n g
S a v i n  k ' R a a g  i n  t h e  t e n t h  y e a r  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  r u l e .  I n
e a c h  o f  h i s  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  p o u , e r ,  P e t r o s  w a s
c h a l  l e n g e d  b y  s e v e r a l  w a r r i o r s ,  a s  m a n y  b e 1  i e v e d  h i s
v i c t o r y  o v e r  S a v i n  t o  b e  m o r e  a  p r o d u c t  o f  k , R a a g , s
a d v a n c i n g  y e a r s  t n a n  o f  t h e  u p s t a r t ' s  t r u e  p r o w e s s .  T o
t h e i r  s u r p r i s e ,  P e t r o s  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a  m a s t e r  o f  t a c t i c s
w i t h  t h e  y b a r r i ,  h i s  w e a p o n  o f  c h o i c e ,  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i v e
e a s e  o f  h i s  d e f e n s e s  d i s s u a c j e d  m a n y  f r o m  a n y  f u r t h e r
a t t e m p t s .  Y e t  d e s p i t e  P e t r o s '  o b v i o u s  s k i . l  l s  a s  a
war r io r ,  h is  record  as  Commander  remained spot ty ,  w i th
a s  m a n y  f a i l u r e s  a s  s u c c e s s e s .  T h u s ,  i n  t h e  5 t h ,  7 t h
and 10 th  years  o f  h is  command,  Pet ros  was cha l lenged
a g a i n ,  i n  e a c h  c a s e  b y  a  s i n g l e  o p p o n e n t  h a n d - p i c k e d  b y
a  c a d r e  o f  o f f i c e r s  w h o  c o l l e c t i v e l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  D a r o k
w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  s e r v e d  b y  o t h e r  l e a d e r s h i p .  I n  e a c h
c a s e ,  P e t r o s  d i s p a t c h e d  h i s  f o e  r e a d i l y  (  i n d e e d ,  t h e
l a s t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  c h a l l e n g e r s  d i e d  m y s t e r i o u s l y  d u r i n g
the  combat  o f  a  wound tha t  appeared to  be  arcane ly
i n f l i c t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  P e t r o s  w a s  n o t  k n o w n  t o  p o s s e s s  a n y
a r t i f a c t  t h a t  c o u l d  i n f l  i c t  s u c h  d a m a g e  w i t h i n  t h e
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S p e l l  S h i e l d ) .  F o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e
years, therefore, PEfi6-5r-6ff inents have chosen to
w a i t ,  p a t i e n t l y  w a t c h i n g  f o r  s o m e  s i g n  o f  t h e  d u l l i n g
o f  h i s  f i g h t i n g  p r o w e s s  w i t n  a d v a n c i n g  a g e .  D u e  t o  t h e
m a c h i n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  H i g h  P r i e s t e s s  A l e t h - a a n ,  h o w e v e r ,
t h i s  m a y  b e  a  v e r y  l o n g  w a i t

The Commander ,  the  s ix  Lords  o f  the  Freeho1ds,  and
t w o  r e p r e s e n t a t  i v e s  o f  t h e  H i g h  P r i e s t s  o f  A k h o r a
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  D a r o k ,  t h e  s u p r e m e  ( a n d ,
i n d e e d ,  t h e  o n l y  o r g a n i z e d )  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  b o d y  i n  t h e
p r o v i n c e .  T h e  C o u n c i l  m e e t s  d u r i n g  t h e  t w o  w e e k  p e r i o d
i m m e o i  a t e l y  f o l  i o w i n g  t h e  M o o n  o f  C h a l  l e n g e .  D u r i n g
t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  s e t s  t h e  t i t h e s  t h a t  e a c h
F r e e h o l d  n i u s t  p a y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  a r m i e s ,  a n d
the  numbers  o f  beas ts  f rom each Ho ld  tha t  w i l l  be
r e q u i r e d  a s  o f f e r i n g s  t o  A k h o r a .  T h e  C o u n c i l  m a y  a l s o
debate  and make changes to  the  c redo,  the  Book o f  Laws
used by  the  Lords  to  se t t le  

-Z i3 ! 'u tes  
and d ispense

j u s t i c e  ( h o w e v e r ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  L o r d s
have broad anc i  sweep ing  d isc re t ionary  power  to  rev ise
o r ' i  n t e r p r e t  t h e  c r e d o  a s  t h e y  s e e  f i t ,  w h i c h  o f t e n
means tha t  the  " lavv  o f  the  land"  d i f fe rs  g rea t ly  in
p r a c t i c e  f r o m  H o l d  t o  H o l d ) .  D u r i n g  t h e  C o u n c i  l
sess ion ,  most  o f  the  army " regu la rs"  a re  temporar i l y
d i s c h a r g e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  p l a n t i n g  o f  t h e i r  H o l d .



I n  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  c h a l l e n g e  o f f e r  a n y
m a n  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  f i g h t i n g  s k i l l  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  b e c o m e
Lord  or  Conmander ,  a  per fec t  equa l i t y  o f  oppor tun i ty .
I n  p r a c t i c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  m a g i c - p o o r  n a t u r e  o f  t h e
D a r o k a n  c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  u n i q u e  i n h e r i t a n c e  c u s t o m s  o f  a
s e g m e n t  o f  i t s  s o c i e t y  h a v e  c o n s p i r e d  t o  k e e p  t h e s e
p o s i t i o n s  o f  p o w e r  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n  t h e
h a n d s  o f  9  o r  L 0  c 1 a n s ,  k n o w n  c o l l e c t i v e l y  a s  t h e
" G r e a t  F a m i l i e s "  o f  O a r o k .  T h e  G r e a t  F a m i l i e s  a r e
c l o s e - k n i t  c l a n s  w h i c h  h a d  t h e  g o o d  f o r t u n e  t o  s e c u r e
a n d  a c c u m u l a t e  a  c a c h e  o f  m a g i c a l  a r t i f a c t s  i n  t h e
e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  t h e  g o o d
sense to  ensure  tha t  these ar t i fac ts  wou ld  be  passeo
down to  the  fami ly  member  bes t  ab le  to  use  them.  Not
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o m m o n  c u s t o m  o f  p a s s i n g  t h e  f a n t i l y
i n h e r i t a n c e  t o  t h e  e l d e s t  s o n ,  t h e s e  f a m i ' l  i e s  r e s o l v e c i
to  bes tow the i r  tokens  o f  lo re  and power  on  the  person
t h a t  p a s s e d  t h e  c l a n ' s  " 0 r d e a l  o f  P a s s a g e " .  E a c h  o r d e a ' l
i s  s o m e w h a t  u n i q u e ,  b u t  a l l  o f  t h e m  r e v o l v e  a r o u n d  t h e
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  s o m e  s o r t  o f  q u e s t  t h a t  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o
a m p l y  t e s t  a n y  c a n d i d a t e ' s  f i g h t i n g  p r o w e s s  a n d  h i s
w i i l - t o  s u r v i v e  a n d  s u c c e e d .  A t  i i m e s  i n  t h e i r  T - i s t o r y ,
w h e n  n o  c l a n  m e m b e r  c o u l d  s a t i s f y  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  t h e
ordea l  ,  the  pa t r i  a rchs  o f  the  Great  Fami  l  ies  wou ld
r e t a i n  g r a n d  s t e w a r d s h i p  o f  t h e  c l a n ' s  i n h e r i t a n c e  f o r
I n a n y  y e a r s ,  l e t t i n g  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  i n f l u e n c e  

. l i e  
d o r m a n t

d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  A t  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  a  g i f t e d  y o u n g
w a r r i o r  b o r n  t r , , o  y e a r s  t o o  l a t e  m i g h t  l i v e  h i s  e n t i r e
l i f e  i n  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  a n  o l d e r  s i b l i n g  w h o  h a d  p a s s e d
t h e  O r d e a l ,  a n d  n e v e r  r e c e i v e  h i s  o w n  c h a n c e  t o  e a r n
the  fami  l y  legacy .  Yet  the  s tubborn  adherence to
t r a d i t i o n  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  q u a l i t y  t h a t  k e p t  t h e  G r e a t
F a m i l i e s  s t r o n g ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  c l a n s  t h a t  s p l i t  t h e i r
mag ica l  wea l th  be tween wor thy  fami ly  members  or  t r ied
to  a lways  have a  representa t ive  in  one o f  the  seven
seats  o f  power  squandered the i r  legac ies  and passed
f rom impor tance.  In  recent  years  two or  th ree  new c lans
h a v e  a d o p t e o  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  F a m i l i e s ,  a n d
i n  s o  d o i n g  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  w i d e n  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  p o w e r  -

bu t  many o ther  fami  I  ies  a re  beset  by  in te rna l
s q u a b b l i n g ,  o r  h i d e b o u n d  t o  t h e  o l d  t r a d i t i o n s ,  a n d
q u i c k l y  l o s e  w h a t e v e r  g a i n s  o n e  o f  t h e i r  c l a n s m e n  m a y
r n a k e .

R E L I G I O N- D a r o r  
i s  u n i q u e  a m o n g  t h e  c o u n t i e s  o f  t h e  L a n d  i n

t e r m s  o f  t h e  p r o m i n e n c e  o f  r e l  i g i o n  i n  i t s  a f f a i r s  o f
w a r  a n d  s t a t e .  A s  n o t e d ,  t h e  C u l t  o f  t h e  F i r e  G o d  w a s
in t roduced to  Darok  by  the  barbar ian  mercenar ies  o f
K e l ,  w h o  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  d e f e n s e
d u r i n g  i t s  e a r l y  d a y s ,  a n d  w h o  

. l  
a t e r  e m i g r a t e d

p e r m a n e n t l y  t o  t h e  a r e a .  I n  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,
t h e  C u l t  b e c a m e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  o f  D a r o k .  T o d a y ,
rough ly  25-35% of  the  Darokan popu l  a t ion  cou ld  be
c o n i i d e r e d  t r u e  f o l l o w e r s  o f  A k h o r a ;  a n d  u p w a r d s  o f  7 5 %
o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  i n h a b i t a n t s  k n o w  a n d  p r a c t i c e  t h e
b a s i c  r i t u a l s  o f  t h e  f a i t h .  l " l o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  b u l k
o f  t h e  a r m y ' s  o f f i c e r s  a r e  C u l t  m e m b e r s ,  a n o  o n l y  o n e
of  the  Commanders  tha t  have ru le0  Darok  over  the  pas t
century  has  no t  been a  fa i th fu l  adherent .  The tenets
a n d  D r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  C u l t  i n t r u d e  I i t t l e  i n t o  t h e  d a y
t o  d a y  l i v e s  o f  c o m m o n  c i t i z e n s ;  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  C u l t
has  a lways  exer ted  a  subt le  ye t  p ro found in f luence over
t h e  d e c i s i o n s  m a d e  b y  t h e  p r o v i n c i a ' l  l e a d e r s h i p '  a n d
i t s  p o w e r  s e e m s  t o  b e  g r o w i n g .

T h e  g o d  A k h o r a  i s  s a i o  t o  b e  t h e  e x i l e d  P r i n c e  o f
War  and F i re ,  who was cas t  f rom the  heavens by  those
unab. le  to  meet  the  h igh  s tandards  o f  h is  r igh teousness
and f ide l  i t y  to  purpose.  He i  s  worsh i  pped as  an
a v e n g i n g  a n g e 1 ,  w h o s e  r e b i r t h  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  c l e a n s e
t h e  e a r t h  w i t h  t h e  f i r e s  o f  h i s  v e n g e a n c e  ( f r o m  w h i c h
o n l y  h i s  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  w i l l  b e  i m m u n e ) .  H e  i s  v i e w e d
as power  incarnate ,  d rawing  energy  f rom the  f i re  and
b l o o h  o f  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  a n d  r i t u a l s  o f  d e s e c r a t i o n
c o m m i t t e d  i n  h i s  n a m e .  B y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  r i t u a l s

a n d  o p e n i n g  t h e i r  m i n d s  t o  t h e  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  f o r c e s
r e l e a s e d  i n  s u c h  c e r e m o n i e s ,  t h e  p r i e s t s  a n d  f o l l o w e r s
o f  Akhora  are  be l ieved to  become one w i th  the  god,  and
g a i n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  h i s  p u r p o s e ,  T h u s ,  a  " t r u e "  a d h e r e n t
o f  A k h o r a  " n e v e r  h a s  t o  s a y  h e ' s  s o r r y " ,  f o r  h i s
a c t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r  r e p r e h e n s i b l e  o r  v i l e  t h e y  m a y  s e e m '
c a n  b e  s a i d  t o  b e  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  g o d ' s  d i v i n e  v i s i o n ,
a n d  p a r t  o f  h i s  p 1 a n .

T h e  r e l i g i o n  p r o f e s s e s  o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  o f  b a s i c
t e n e t s :

1 )  a  w o r s h i p  o f  o n e ' s  o w n  b o d y  a s  a  h o l y  v e s s e l ,  a n d
a  c o n s e q u e n t  e m p h a s i s  o n  p h y s i c a l  f i t n e s s  a n d  t h e
v i r t u e  o f  h a r d ,  h o n e s t  p h y s i c a l  l a b o r ;
2 )  a  d i s l i k e  o f  t h e  w r i t t e n  w o r d ,  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n
u s e d  b y  A k h o r a ' s  b l  a s p h e m e r s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  g o d ' s
e x p u l s i o n  f r o m  h e a v e n ;
3 )  a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  k e e p i n g  o n e ' s
w o r d  o f  h o n o r  w h e n  i t  i s  g i v e n ,  a n d  o f  k e e p i n g  f a i t h
w i t h  t h o s e  t o  w h o m  l o y a l t y  h a s  b e e n  p r o m i s e d ;  a n d
4 )  a  d e f i n i t i v e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  " U n b e l i e v e r s "  o f  t h e
wor ld  a re  ou t  to  e rase  the  w isdom and memory  o f  the
god Akhora  f rom the  ear th ,  and tha t  the  on ly  way to
e n s u r e  h i s  r e b i r t h  i s  t o  l i b e r a l l y  s p i 1 1  t h e  b l o o d
o f  h i s  o p p r e s s o r s .

I t  i s  easy  to  see how such a  fa i th  cou ld  appea l  to  the
l e a d e r  o f  a  b e l e a g u e r e d  n a t i o n ,  a n d  h o w  t h e  i n f l u e n c e
o f  t h e  C u l t  k e e p s  t h e  w a r  f i r e s  k i n d l e d  t o  h i g h  f l a m e s
i n  D a r o k ,  e v e n  d u r i n g  t i m e s  o f  s u p p o s e d  t r u c e .

T h e  H i g h  p r i e s t s  o f  t h e  C u l t  o f  A k h o r a  m a i n t a i n
the i  r  permanent  quar te rs  i  n  the  templ  e  compl  ex  a t
S h a y 1 1 e .  I n  p r a c t i c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e m
a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  a t  a n y  g i v e n  t i m e ,  w i t h
t h e  r e m a i n d e r  e n g a g e d  i n  t e n d i n g  t o  C u l t  b u s i n e s s  a b o u t
t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  o r  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  k e y  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e
Darokan army.  Most  v i  I  I  ages  have a  smal  I  shr ine ,
a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a  m i d - l e v e l  p r i e s t .  T h e  H i g h  P r i e s t s
are  accus tomed to  de ference,  I ' i herever  they  t rave l ;
the i r  por ' ,e r  over  the  loca l  p r ies thood is  immense.

T h e  C u l t ' s  r e g u l a r  r i t u a l s  a n d  c e r e m o n i e s  r e l y
h e a v i l y  o n  f i r e  ( w h i c h  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  p r e d i l e c t i o n
w i t h  f i r e - r e l a t e d  n i a g i c  s h a r e d  b y  i t s  p r i e s t s ) .  A t  t h e
end o f  the  new moon,  sacr i f i ces  are  g iven " to  feed the
r i g h t e o u s  1 i g h t " ;  t h o u g h  a n i m a l s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  u s e d  f o r
these purposes ,  human sacr i f i ces  are  ne i ther  unknown
n o r  u n c o m m o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t  i s  n o t
g o i n g  w e l l ,  o r  i f  a n  o v e r a b u n d a n c e  o f  e n e l n y  p r i s o n e r s
i r e  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  n t o s t  i m p o r t a n t  C u l t  r i t u a l ,  i n  f a c t ,
a l w a y s  i n v o l v e s  a  h u m a n  v i c t i m ,  a  v i r g i n a l  y g u n g  g i r l
chosen to  be  the  "b r ide"  o f  Akhora .  Th is  ceremony takes
0 l a c e  a t  S k u l l  R o c k  o n  f v l i d s u m m e r ' s  E v e  e a c n  y e a r ;  t h e
g i r l  i s  s a c r i f i c e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  A k h o r a ' s  s i n g l e - m i n d e d
d e v o t i o n  t o  h i s  f o r m e r  t a s k ,  k e e p i n g  t h e  h e a v e n s  s a f e ,
w h i c h  l e f t  h i m  n o  t i m e  f o r  l o v e  o r  w i f e .  C u l t  l o r e
s ta tes  tha t  when Akhora  comes to  ear th  in  f ie ry  fo rm to
w r e a k  h i s  v e n g e a n c e ,  h e  w i l l  c h o o s e  a  h u m a n  f e m a l e  t o
be h is  bn ide  and the  mother  to  a  new race  o f  be ings ;
a n d  t h a t  " s h e - w h o - i s - c h o s e n " ,  k n o w n  a l s o  a s  t h e
D a w n c h i l d ,  w i ' l  I  a s c e n d  t o  t h e  h e a v e n s  t o  r u l e  t h e  n e w
o r d e r  w i t h  A k h o r a .  R u m o r s  a b o u n d  t h a t  t h e  H i g h  P r i e s t
A l e t h - a a n ,  t h e  f i r s t  f e m a l e  H i g h  P r i e s t  i n  t h e  D a r o k a n
C u l t ' s  h i s t o r y ,  i s  d e s t i n e d  t o  b e  t h e  D a w n c h i l d ;  t h e
l a d y ,  b e i n g  w e l  l  a w a r e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  b e n e f i t s  o f
t h e s e  s t o r i e s ,  d o e s  n o t h i n g  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  s u c h  t a l k .

( F M ' s  N O T E :  T h o u g h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  F M  c a n  m a k e  h i s  o w n
dec is ion  as  to  whether  there  is  any  rea l  t ru th  to  the
1 egends o f  Akhora ,  the  au thors  recommend s t rong ly
a g a i n s t  i n t r o d u c i n g  a n  a c t i v e  g o o - f i g u r e  i n t o  t h e  d a y
to day affairs of THE LAND BEY0ND THE ] 'OUI{TAINS. Rather
they  suggest  tha t  F tv ls  take  one o f  th ree  approaches:

L )  t r e a t  t h e  l e g e n d s  a s  t o t a l l y  f a 1 s e ,  e n o o w i n g  C u l t
m e m b e r s  w i t h  n o  s p e c i a l  p o w e r s '  a n d  m a k i n g  a n y  o f
t h e  a p p a r e n t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  9 ! d ' s  p o w e r  0 r
w i l l  t n e  r e s u l t  o f  c a r e f u l l y  s t a g e o  e f f e c t s  p r e p a r e d



b y  t h e  H i g h  P r i e s t s ;
2 )  t rea t  

-Akhora  
as  rea l  and po ten t ,  bu t  invo lved

w i t h  c u l t s  a l . l  o v e r  t h e  v a s t  w o r l d  o f  C i d r i ,  m a k i n g
i n t e r v e n t i o n  b y  h i m  i n  a n y  g i v e n  D a r o k a n  s i t u a t i o n
e x t r e m e l y  u n l i k e l y  ( 1  i n  1 , 0 0 0  -  o r  w o r s e ) ;  o r
3 )  t r e a t - t h e  l e g e n d s  o f  A k h o r a  a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  f a l s e ,
b u t  h a v e  t h e  m o r e  i n t e n s e  r i t u a l s  o f  t h e  C u l t  b e i n g
c a p a b l e  o f  m a k i n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  e l e m e n t a l  f o r c e s
o f  f i r e ,  a l l o w i n g  i t s  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  t o  b e  a t  l e a s t
o c c a s i o n a l  1 y  a b l e  t o  d r a w  o n  p o w e r s  n o t  u s u a l  l y
f o u n d  i n  t h e  p u r e l y  p h y s i c a l  p ' l a n e . )

MAGIC- U n l i k e  
m o s t  r e g i o n s  o f  C i d r i  ( a n d  i n d e e d ,  t l : ' e

o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  o f  
- t h e  

L a n d  B e y o n o  t h e  M o u n t a i n s ) ,
m a g i c a l  i t e m s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  D a r o k  a r e  n o t  r e a d i l y
t r a f f i c k e d  g o o d s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a n y o n e  w i t h  t h e  g o l d  t o
purchase them.  The Wi  zard  '  s  Gu i  l  d  no  1  onger  has
pre-enr inence here ;  ins tead the  pr ies ts  and pr ies tesses

o f  A k h o r a  c o n t r o l  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m a g i c  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e

w j t h  a  s t e r n  h a n d .  A f t e r  t h e  P u r g e s  o f  A l t e n  I I ,  a l m o s t
a l l  o f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  t e x t s  o n  t h e  a r c a n e  a r t s  i n  D a r o k
w e r e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  c u l t .  T h o s e  f e w
vo lumes tha t  remained in  o ther  hands  were  and are  ye t

c a r e f u l l y  h i d d e n ,  a n d  a l m o s t  n e v e r  u t i l  i z e d  i n  p u b l i c .

The Servants  o f  Akhora  are  a lmost  so1e1y concerned
w i t h  t h e .  " b a t t l e  m a g i c "  a p p l  i c a t i o n s  o f  a r c a n e  p o w e r .

T h e i r  m a g i c a l  r e s e a r c h e s  h a v e  f o c u s e d  o n  h a r n e s s i n g - t h e
w i l d  f o r i e s  o f  n a t u r e  ( f i r e ,  s t o r m ,  t h e  b e a s t s  o f  l a n d
a n d  a i r )  i n t o  p o t e n t  t o o l s  o f  w a r ;  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  o f
a r t i fac ts  i s  f  im i ted  to  the  enchant lnent  o f  weapons and
armor  and the  c rea t ion  o f  i tems bear ing  o f fens ive  or
d e f e n s i v e  c o m b a t  s p e l l s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  s o m e  h i g h  l e v e l
m a g i c a l  a r t s  h a v e  f a l l e n  i n t o  d i s u s e  ( D e m o n o l o g y '  G a t e
C r e a t i o n ,  M a n i p u l a t i o n )  a n d  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e

l o s t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  C o n v e r s e l y '  t h e

H i g h  P r i e s t h o o d ' s  h e a v y  u s e  o f  F i r e ,  L i g h t n i n g '  a n d

B l a s t  s p e l l s  h a s  t a u g h t  t h e m  m a n y  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  " m a s s

enchantment "  tha t  enab le  a  g roup o f  Pr ies ts  to  c rea te  a
rnu l t i -d ' ie  fo rce  tha t  i s  g rea ter  than the  sum o f  the
e n e r g i e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  m a g e .

( F M ' s  N o t e :  T h i s  s o r t  o f  m a g n i f i c a t i o n  e f f e c t  c a n  b e
d u p l i c a t e d  b y  o t h e r  w i z a r d s ,  b u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
c o n d i t i o n s  m u s t  b e  m e t :

a )  a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  m u s t  b e  i n t i m a t e l y  a c q u a i n t e d
wi  th  each o ther '  s  resonances  by  a t  I  eas t  12
m o n t h s  o f  c l o s e  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r ;

b )  a 1 l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g r o u p  m u s t  g i v e  c o m p l e t e  a n d
to ta l  concent ra t ion  to  the  e f fec t  be ing  con ju red
-  i f  a n y  i n  t h e  c i r c l e  a r e  d i s t u r b e d  i n  a n y  w a y ,
t h e  s p e l l  f a i l s  c o m p l e t e l y ;

c )  a l l  t h e  m a g e s  i n v o l v e d  m u s t  m a k e  t h e  D X  r o l l
n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a s t  t h e  s p e l l ;  a n d

d)  the  enchantment  must  be  led  by  a  w izard  w i th  an
I Q  o f  a t  l e a s t  L 5 . )

The two-  t0  th ree-score  H igh  Pr ies ts  o f  Akhora
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  o n l y  h i g h  l e v e l  ( > l Q  1 6 )  M a g i c . U s e r s
o p e r a t i n g  " 1 e g a 1 l y "  i n  c o u n t y  o f  D a r o k .  T h e r e  a r e
probab ly  another  ha l f  dozen or  so  renegade "grea t

w i z a r d s "  a c t i v e  i n  t n e  a r e a ,  s o m e  l e a d i n g  s m a l l  b a n d s
o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  p l a i n s m e n  o r  m o u n t a i n  b a n d i t s ,  o n e  o r
t w o  h o l d i n g  i m p o r t a n t  -  a l b e i t  c o n c e a l e d  -  p o s i t i o n s  i n
t h e  c o u r t s  o f  t h e  r u 1  i n g  L o r d s .  T h e  l o c a l  v  i  I  I  a g e
p r i e s t s  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n  a r e  I Q  1 2 - 1 5  w i z a r d s  w i t h  t h e
s a n e  h e a v y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o n  F i r e ,  A n i m a l  C o n t r o l ,  a n d
o f f e n s i v e  c o m b a t  m a g i c .  T h e s e  l o c a l  p r i e s t s  w i l l  h a v e
1 - 3  y o u n g  i n i t i a t e s  ( l Q  B - i 0 )  t o  p r o v i d e  A i d  t o  t h e i r
1  a rger  sorcer ies .  Most  o f  the  pr ies ts  and the i r
aco ly tes  have the i r  eye  tu rned toward  Shay l le ,  and
a s p i r e  t o  b e  c h o s e n  f o r  t h e  H i g n  P r i e s t h o o d .  T h e  H i g h
P r i e s t s  r e g u l a r l y  v i s i t  t h e  

. l o c a l  
t e m p l e s ,  t o  m o n i t o r

t h e  t a l e n t s  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s ;  d u r i n g  t h e s e  v ' i s i t s ,  t h e
p r j e s t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  d o w n g r a d e  t h e  s k i  l l s  o f  t h e i r
a s s i s t a n t s ,  a n d  b o t h  s i d e s  m a y  p l o t  e l a b o r a t e  s c h e m e s



t o  cu r r y  f avo r  w i t h  t he i r  supe r i o r s  ( t hough  the  H igh
Pr ies t s  a re  ra re l y  f oo led  by  t hese  mach ina t i ons ) .

The re  i s  one  add i t i ona l  c l ass  o f  mag ic  use rs  i n
Darok that  operates separate f rom, but  wi th the
b less ing  and  t ra in ing  o f ,  t he  cu l t  o f  Akho ra .  These  men
and women, known as the sharren,  are low 1evel  ( IQ B-12
spel1s only)  magic userFTFf f ied by the High and low
pr ies t s  o f  Akho ra  t o  a t t end  to  t he  da i l y  needs  o f  t he i r
c l ansmen .  A  sha r ron ( i n )  i s  t augh t  t he  spe l l s  t o  pe r fo rm
magical  acts-of - - [FoTEct ion (Lock/Knock,  Conceal ,  l , ' lards)
and detection (Reveal , OeteET-EFe, DeTectTnemGiJ;
very experienced 

- 
sh-aFFen 

-rn-ay 
aTso be TEigIT--Tffi[Tas

for  prooucing mode3fTiE?Ting pot ions and poisons (s ince
the  ac t i v i t i es  t r ad i t i ona l l y  pe r fo rmed  by  chemis t  and
al  chemi s t  c l  asses are a l  so 1 argel  y  absent  f rom Darok)  .
The sharren are taught  ( fa lse ly)  that  thei r  powers can
only be act ivated by concentrat ion on some physical
man i fes ta t i on  o f  t he  spe l l  t o  be  pe r fo rmed ;  a lmos t  a l l ,
consequen t l y ,  use  runes  o r  hex  s igns  as  a  f ocus  du r i ng
spe l  l cas t i ng ,  o f t en  l eav ing  beh ind  an  i nde l  i b l e
i nd i ca t i on  t ha t  mag ic  has  been  pe r fo rmec i  ( a  Lock  rune
eng raved  i n  t he  wa l l  above  a  Locked  doo r ,  e t c . ) .  I n
exchange for the magical knowle?gE-Sestowed on them by
the members of  the pr iesthood,  the sharren t i the 1/4 to
L l2  o f  t he i r  ea rn ings  to  t he  temp le  t ha t  t r a i ned  them,
and are expected to a id in  j ts  defense i f  necessary.
0u ts ide  o f  t hese  res t r i c t i ons ,  a  sha r ron  o r  sha r ron in
i s  essen t i a l l y  a  f r ee  agen t ,  ab le  t o  t ake  on  any  task
w i t h i n  h i s / h e r  c o m p e t e n c e  ( i n c l u d i n g  h i r i n g  o n  w i t h  a
g roup  o f  adven tu re rs ) .

M IL iTARY--- - - -Ts-noted 
above,  mi l i tary serv ice is  a pr imary mean

by  wh ich  ab le  ma les  (and ,  t o  a  l esse r  ex ten t ,  f ema les )
can  ga in  s ta tus  i n  Da rokan  soc ie t y .  Each  o f  t he
f reeho lds  ma in ta ins  i t s  own  company ,  o r  f y rd ,  o f  t r oops
in a state of  bat t . le  readiness.  Troop st rengths vary
f rom year to year ,  and between f reeholds,  but  usual ly
fa l l  in  the range of  300 -  1000 men per  company.  Each
company  i s  i n  t u rn  sp l i t  i n to  t h ree  p r imary  a rms :  1 )
the Border  Guard (about  L5?(-25% of  the tota l  t roop
s t reng th )  -  we l l - t r a i ned ,  usua l l y  moun ted  un i t s  who  a re
stat ioned a long the nor thern and eastern boundar ies of
Da rok  and  a re  des igned  to  p rov ide  a  f i r s t  l i ne  o f
de fense  capab le  o f  l oca t i ng  an  i nvad ing  fo rce  and  then
qu i ck l y  w i t hd raw ing ,  2 )  t he  Regu la r  So ld ie ry  (60%-75%
of t roop st rength)  -  the pr imary f ie ld un i ts  when
p i t ched  ba t t l e  i s  j o i ned ,  whe the r  on  Darokan  o r
Mu ipocan  so i1 ,  and  3 )  cas t l e  ga r r i son  fo rces ,  known  as
"Lo rd ' s  Men"  ( t he  rema in ing  i 0%-15%)  -  spec ia l  un i t s
cha rged  w i th  ma in ta in  i ng  t he  gene ra l  peace  i n  t he
f reeho ld ,  and  the  f i na l  de fense  o f  t he  Ho ld  i n  t he
even t  o f  a  s i ege .

Each arm of  the serv ice has i ts  own advantages and
disadvantages.  The tsorder  Guardsmen see some act ion
almost  every season,  seeki  ng out  enemy scouts or
ra id ing  pa r t i es  and  pe r fo rm ing  s im i Ia r  m iss ions
themse lves ;  i t s  members  t end  to  accumu la te  expe r i ence
po in t s  (and ,  t he re fo re ,  advanced  sk i l l s  ano  occas iona l
p lunoe red  a r t i f ac t s )  qu i t e  rap id l y  - -  IF  t hey  can  s tay
al  ive.  The regul  ar  army uni ts  are the t radi t ional
p rov ing -g round  fo r  men  l ook ing  to  become o f f i ce rs ,  o r
to t ransfer  to  the El i te  Guard of  the Commander.  In
mos t  yea rs ,  t he  bu l k  o f  t he  regu la r  un i t s  w i l l  be
m in ima l l y  used ,  p rov id ing  amp le  oppo r tun i t i es  f o r  some
short  term local  adventur ing.  In  years when the war is
a c t i v e ,  t h e  r e g u l a r s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a l l  t h e  f i g h t i n g
exper ience they can handle -  and then some. The Lord 's
Men  a re  t yp i ca l l y  somewha t  o lde r  f i gh t i ng  men ,  ba t t l e -
-ha rdened  and  s t i l l  ab1e ,  bu t  l ess  hung ry  f o r  r i sk  and
g lo ry  t han  i n  t he i r  you th .  The  l aw  en fo rcemen t  du t i es
of  the garr ison forces of fer  a p leasant  s inecure to
such  i nd i v i dua l s ,  f o r  t he  Lo rd ' s  Men  a re  t r ea ted  w i th
respec t  by  t he  bu l k  o f  t he  v i l l age rs  o f  t he  Ho ld  and

can  o f t en  w ie ld  cons ide rab le  i n f l uence  i n  l oca l
a f f a i r s .  The  pos i t i on  p rov ides  compara t i ve l y  f ew
chances for  easy exper ience,  but  may present  some
opportuni t ies for  economic advancernent  not  avai lable to
o the r  wa r r i o r s .

RESOLVING CHALLENGE COMBAT

I t  i s  e x t r e r i l e l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a n y  o f  t h e  p l a y e r
c h a r a c t e r s ,  p a r t i c u l  a r l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  a
c a m p a i g n ,  w i l l  t h e m s e l v e s  s e e k  t o  w i n  o o m i n i o n  o v e r
H o l d  o r  C o u n t y  i n  c h a l l e n g e  c o m b a t .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  F M s
m a y  s t i l l  w i s h  t o  s i m u l a t e  t h e s e  e v e n t s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e
c o n t i n u i n g  s a g a  o f  t h e i r  w o r l d s ,  s i n c e  a  c h a n g e  o f
l e a d e r s  c o u l d  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  f u t u r e
o f  v a r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r s .  E a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  c h a l l e n g e
o p t i o n s  i s  d e s c r i b e d  b e l o w .

A) QUARTERSTAFF
Each combatant  must  k r row e i ther  Po le  keapons,  o r

Quar te rs ta f f ,  o r  f igh t  a t  -2  to  normal  DX.  Because the
w e a p o n s  a r e  p a o d e d ,  a l i  d a m a g e  r o l l s  a r e  h a l v e d  ( r o u n d
up)  a f te r  a rmor  absorp t ion  is  subt rac ted  f ro tn  the
in i t i iT - td ta l .

E x a m p l  e :
I f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t a c k  d o e s  7  p o i n t s  o f  d a m a g e  t o

a  foe  in  lea ther ,  the  ac tua l  damage su f fe red  wou ld  be
7 - 2 = 5 / 2 = 2 . 5 , o r 3 h i t s .

Each combat  rouno (c r ) ,  the  combatants  nave 4  a t tack
o o t i o n s :

1)  I ' l ake  a  normal  quar te rs ta f f  a t tack  (1+2) ;
2 )  P a r r y  ( f o e  m u s t  m a k e   l D x  S k  t o  h i t ;  i f  f o e

misses ,  p layer  may swing  fo r  norn ta l  dar tage a t  a
- 6  t o  o w n  D X ) ;

3 )  S t r i  ke  a t  opponent '  s  weapon (  -4  to  DX )  ;  i  f
success fu l ,  foe  must  make 3 /DX S l t  o r  d rop  weapon
-  i f  o ropped,  foe  can do  no th ing  bu t  Par ry  nex t
c r ;  1D o f  da$age is  assesseo to  the  foe 's  weapon
-  i f  a  s t a f f  t a k e s  1 5  p o i n t s  o f  d a m a g e ,  t h e r e  i s
a  1  i n  6  c h a n c e  e a c h  c r  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b r e a k ;

4 )  M a k e  a  s w e e p i n g  a t t a c k  ( - 2  t o  D X ) ,  d o i n g  l D
d a m a g e ;  i f  t h e  a t t a c k  i s  s u c c e s s f u l ,  f o e  m u s t
r n a k e  3 / D X  S R  o r  f a l l  t o  g r o u n d .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  e a c h  c r ,  t h e  c o m b a t a n t  i n f l  i c t i n g
the  grea ter  darnage on  h is  opponent  has  the  o l r t ion  to
o u s h  h i s  f o e  b a c k  t  h e x  a n o  c l o s e .  I f  n e i t h e r  o f  t h e
t w o  o p p o n e n t s  h a s  l a n d e d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  b l o w  i n  a  c r ,  t h e
f o e  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e r  S T  r a t i n g  m a y  p u s h  b a c k  ( u n l e s s  t h e
o t h e r  f i g h t e r  c h o s e  t h e  P a r r y  o p t i o n  o n  t h e  l a s t  c r ) .
C o m b a t  c o n t i n u e s  u n t i l  o n e  o f  t h e  e n t r a n t s  i s  d r i v e n
o u t  o f  t h e  C h a l l e n g e  C i r c l e ,  o r  i s  b e a t e n  t o  d e a t h  o r
i n t o  s u b m i s s i o n .

B)  YBARRI  (Ba l l  ano thong)
Combatants  must  know e i ther  Ax /Mace ( the  ba l l  par t

o f  t h e  w e a p o n  c a n  b e  u s e d  l i k e  a  m o r n i n g s t a r )  o r  B o 1 a ,
or  f igh t  a t  -2  to  normal  DX.  The combatants  may choose
a n y  o f  t n e  f o l l o w i n g  a t t a c k  o p t i o n s  e a c h  c o m D a t  r o u n d :

1 )  S t r a i g h t  a t t a c k ,  u s i n g  s w i n g i n g  b a l  I  ( 1 + 1 ,
h a l  v e d  )  ;

2 )  A t t a c k  w i t h  b a l l  a g a i n s t  o p p o n e n t ' s  w e a p o n ;  t h e
at tack  is  made a t  a  -4  to  own DX;  i f  success fu l ,
the  a t tacker  may e i ther :
a )  a t tempt  to - -g rgq  bo th  v reapo ls - -  requ i res  a  4 /ST

s a v i n g  r o 1 1 ;  i f  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  f o e  m a y  m a k e  a
5 /ST SR to  g rab  bo th  weapons h imse l f ,  o r  a
3 /ST SR to  t ry  to  f ree  and recover  h is  own
weapon;

b)  a t tempt  to  gar ro te  h is  foe  (see op t ion  5 ,
except  tha t  -T- - iT l l  requ i re  a  5 /ST SR to
i n i t i a t e ) ;



c)  a t tempt  a  s t ra igh t  a t tack  a t  a  +2  to  DX ( foe
may automElTciT[--unTangle i f  he chooses, or
m a k e  h i s  o w n  a t t a c k  a t  a  _ 4  t o  D X 7 ;

3 )  P a r r y  a n d  r u s h ,  u s i n g  t h e  t h o n g  l i i e  a  f l e x i b l e
s t a f f ;  o p p o n e n t  m u s t  m a k e  4 / D X  r o l l  t o  h i t ;  i i
success fu l  w i th  par ry ,  rusher  may make a  3 /ST SR
t o  f o r c e  h i s  f o e  b a c k  o n e  h e x ;

4)  use  the  ybar r i  as  a  bo la ,  . in  an  a t tempt  to  tang le
- ,  a . r r . o r  1 e g s , . o r  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  h e a d  f o r  d a m a g e ; "
5 ,  use  the  ybar r i  -as  a  gar ro te  to  s t rang le ;  no ima. l

D X  r o l I  a n d  4 / S T  S R  a f 9  b o t h  r e q u i r e d  t o  , , h i t , , ;
i f  s u c c e 3 i T u l ,  f o e  w i l l  s t F a n g l e  a f t e r  3  c r  i i
n o t  r e l e a s e c i ,  t a k i n g  1  p o i n t  o f  d a m a g e  t h e  f i r s t
c r ,  a n d  3  p o i n t s . t h e  s e c o n d  c r  ( a r m o r  a b s o r p t i o n' I  s  n o t  p o s s i b l e )  .  0 p p o n e n t  m a y  e i t h e r  c o n t i n u e
a t t a c k i n g  ( a t  a  - 2  t o  D X ) ,  o r  a t t e r n p t  t o  p u s h  t h e
t h o n g  a w a y  ( 4 / S T  i f  v i c t i m  h a s  s u p e r i o r  ! f ,  S / S t
i f  e q u a 1 , 6 / S T  i f  i n f e r i o r )

I n  t h i s  c o n t e s t ,  t h e  w i n n e r  i s  t h e  o n e  w h o  d r o p s
n l s  o p p o n e n t  u n c o n s c i o u s  ( o r  d e a d ) ,  o r  w h o  d r i v e s  h i m
f r o m  t h e  C i r c l e  ( t h . i s  u s u a l l y  n a i p e n s  o n l y  w h e n  o n e
f i g h t e r  s u c c e e d s  i n  g r a b b i n g  - b o t h  y b a r r i  ) . - S t r a n g l i n ti n  t h e  g a r r o t i n g - o p t i o n  i s  u s u a l l y  n o t  t a t i t ,  O u t  i i t i ,' i  f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  a l w a y s  r e n o e r  o n e i s  f o e  u n c o n s c r o u s .  I t
i s  p o s s i b l e ,  h o w e v e r , - t o  k i l i  o n e , s  o p p o n e n t  b y  s i m p l y
a p p l y i n g  j u s t  a  I  i t t l e  m o r e  p r e s s u r e  t n a n  i s  n e c e s s a r y
t o  r e n d e r . h i n r  u n c o n s c i o u s .

C) KRONAH (cerenron i  a' l  kn i  ves )
E a c h  c o m b a t a n t  m u s t  k n o w  K n i f e ,  o r  f i g h t  a t  a  _ z

t o  n o r m a l  D X .  t ^ l h e n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p t i o n  i i  s e l e c t e d ,
b o t h  o p p o n e n t s  m u s t  f i g h t  u n a r m o r e d .  I t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d
proper  to  t {ear  a  l igh t  and loose robe be l ted  a t  the
w a i s t  f o r  t h i s  c o n t e s t .  T h e  k n i v e s  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e
f a i r l y  s h o r t ,  b r o a d  b l a d e s ,  n o t  u n l i k e  a  m a i n  g a u c h e  i n
f o r m ;  t h e y  a r e  a l w a y s  d i p p e d  i n  a  s o p o r i f i c  a . u i t  b e f o r e
t h e  c 0 n t e s t  b e g i n s .

_  Each  c r ,  each  opponen t  se lec t s  a  t ac t i c :  S tab ,
Slash,  or  Parry.  These act ions are cross referenced o i r
t he  t ab le  be low  to  y i e l d  app rop r i a te  DX  ad jus tmen ts  f o r
t he  two  a t t acks  ( t he  uppe r  number  I i n  pos i t . i on ,  no t
va lue l  r e fe rs  t o  t he  t ac t i c  l  i s t ed  to  t he  l e f t ,  and  the
lower number to that  on top;  for  instance,  a parry
aga ins t  a  s tab  wou ld  p roduce  a  DX  ad jus tmen t  o f  +1  fo r
the  pa r r i e r  and  o f  - 2  f o r  t he  s tabbe r ) :

ryv" / + I
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o l  o t' - L  ' � o
I f ,  a f te r  DX ad jus t rnents  have been accounteo  fo r ,  a
s u c c e s s f u l  s t r i k e  h a s  b e e n  n r a d e ,  d a m a g e  i s  t h e n  r o l l e d
a s  g i v e n  j n  t h e  p a r e n t h e s e s  f o r  e a c h  t a c t i c .  S u c c e s s f u l
s t r i k e s  ( o n e s  w h i c n  c a u s e  d a m a g e  t o  o n e ' s  o p p o n e n t )
w i  I  I  i n j e c t  t h e  v i c t i m  w i t h  o n e  f u l  I  d o s e  o f  t h e
s o p o r i f i c  p o i s o n  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  b l a d e  t i p s  a n d  e d g e s
a r e . c 0 a t e d ;  t h e  v i c t i m  r e c e i v e s  a  3  d i e  s a v i n g  r o l  I
a g a i n s t  c u r r e n t  S T  t o  c u t  p o i s o n  d a m a g e  i n  h a l f .  I f  a
c o m b a t a n t  t a k e s  3  d o s e s  o f  t h e  p o i  s o n ,  h e  f a l  I  s
u n c o n s c i o u s .  T h e  p o i  s o n  a l  s o  s l o w s  t h e  o n e  r e c e i v i n q
i t ,  b y  M A  - 2  a n d  D X  - 1  f o r  e a c h  f u l l  d o s e  r e c e i v e d .

W h e n  t h i s  f o r m  o f  c o m b a t  i s  u s e d ,  t h e  v a n q u i s h e d
o n e  i  s  u s u a l  l y  r e n d e r e d  u n c o n s c i o u s ;  o c c a s i o n a l  1 y ,
t h 0 u g h ,  d e a t h s  d o  o c c u r ,  u s u a l l y  w h e n  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y
e f f e c t i v e  s t a b  i s  d e l  i v e r e o  t o  a  t h o r o u g h l y  w e a k e n e d
0 0 p o n e n t .

MAJOR PERSONALITIES OF DAROK

S t a b  (  1 - 2  )

S l a s h  ( 1 - 3 )

P a r r y  ( 1 - 4 )

l )  T h e  R u l i n q  F a m i l y
petros IrKam'a-TI-ST=zz Dx 17 IQ l0 MA l0

IJEAP0I {S:  Great  Hammer  (2+4)* ,  Dagger  (1_1)
ARi l0R:  Leather  (+Warr io r ,  -3  n i i s )

T A L E N T S :  H o r s e m a n s h i p ,  C h a r . i s m a ,  W a r r i o r ,
T r a c k i n g ,  L i t e r a c y ,  O r c i s h

S P E C I A L  P O S S . :  S y m b o l s  o f  o f f i c e  ( s e e  b e l o w ) ,  B l u r
r ing ,  Amule t  o I  _Ey$: !_gUnd,  enchanted  r r immer ,
r id ing  horse ,  TF=- l -

P e t r o s  i s  a  h u s k y ,  w e l l - m u s c l e d  m a n  w i t h  j e t - b 1 a c k
h a l r  a n d  e y e s ,  a n d  a  v e r y  d a r k  c o m p l e x i o n .  H e  h a s  b e e n
a  p a r t i c u l  a r l y  .  l o n g - _ 1  i v e d  l e a o e r  ( 1 3  y e a r s )  w n o  a t  3 in a s  s n o w n  n o  s i g n  o f  s l o w i r r g  o o w n  ( d u e  t o  A l e t h - a a n , s
s u r r e p t i t i o u s  a p p l  i c a t i o n s  o f  h e r  c a c h e d  y o u t h  d r u g ) .
H i s  y e a r s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  h a v e  t a u g h t  h i m  t h e  U i i e
r u d i m e n t s  o f  o i p l o m a c y ,  b u t  h e  s t j l . l - l a p s e s  e a s i l y  i n t o
p i q u e s  o f  a n g e r  a n d  r e m a i n s  a  c r u o e  f o u l _ m o u t h e d  b o o r
b y  a n y  u r b a n e  s t a n d a r d .  H e  h a s  b e e n  h o p e l e s s l y  e n s n a r e o
b y  t h e  a l  l u r e s  o f  t h 9  H i g h  p r i e s t e s s  A l e t h _ a a n ,  a n d
m a n y  o f  n i s  c u r r e n t  p o l i c i e s  a r e  o f  h e r  m a k i n g .  H e  l s  a
w e l  l - t r a i n e d  f i g h t e r , _ b u t  a t  b e s t  a  p a s s a b l e  g e n e r a l ,
w i t h  l i t t l e  t a c t i c a l  o r  s t r a t e g i c , v . i s i o n .  H e  . i ;
n o t o r i o u s l y  b l o o d t h i r s t y ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  w e l  I  k n o w n  f o r
h i s . c r u e l t y  t o  t h o s e  u n l u c k y  e n o u g h  t o  b e  t a k e n
c a p t r v e .

As  Commander ,  pe t ros  wears  a  c rown o f  th in ,  beaten
s i l v e r ,  a n d  a  c l o a k  o f  s h i m m e r i n g  f u r .  T h e  f o r m e r  i s
w o r t h  9 1 2 0 0  a n d  c o n t a i n s  a  R e v e r s e  M i s s i l e s  s p e l l ;  i i
i  s so highly notorious in D?ioI---t IaFTI--Ts i i teiat ty
u n s e l l a b l e  h e r e  ( a l t h o u g h  i f  y o u  c a n  s m u g g l e  i t  o u i
i n t g  M u i p o c o . ,  C o u n t  K a z i m i e r  m i g h t  d e c l i i e  y o u  a
n a t i o n a l  h e r o ) .  T h e  l a t t e r  i t e m  i s - a l s o  e n c h a n t e d ,  b u t
no t  embedoeo w i  th  any  par t i cu l  a r  spe l  1  ;  i  n  t ime i  o f
c r i s i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  - o r n p l e t e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  o r
m o r e  H i g h  P r i e s t s  c a n  i m b u e _ t h e ' c l o a k  ( a n d  . i t s  w e a r e r )
w i t h  a  l i m i t e d  p o w e r  s i m i l a r  t o  W o i d s  o f  C o m m a n d  _
anyone within earshot that makes a 

-T_?TE-TavTng 
rol l

v e r s u s  I Q  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  C o m m a n d e i  ( a n d



Ral  1y ,  Charge,  o r  fo1  1ow any  s imi  I  a r  mi  I  i ta ry  command
that  he  h imse l f  per fo rms) .  Pet ros  may no t  wear  these
s y r n b o l s  o f  o f f i c e  w h e n  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  a  c h a l l e n g e ;  h e
f l d y ,  h o w e v e r ,  u s e  t h e  o t h e r  m a g i c  i t e m s  l i s t e d ,  w h i c h
a r e  f a m i l y  h e i r l o o m s .
R a n d o m  9  o r  

' l e s s  -  S h a y l l e  c a s t l e ;
L6dator :  10-14  -  ma in  body  o f  Darokan army;

1 5  o r  m o r e  -  W a r  c o u n c i l  a t  a n y  v i l l a g e

M a s d a  S T  1 4  D X  1 5 ( 1 4 )  I Q  9  M A  1 0- - IEAP0NS:  
Spear  (1+1) ,  51  ing  (1 -2)

ARl l0R:  C lo th  ( -1  h i t )
TALENTS:  Thrown f leapons,  A le r tness ,  C l imb ing

M a g d a ,  P e t r o s '  w i f e ,  i s  a  s i n e w y  w a r r i o r  w o m a n
w e l  l  a b l e  t o  c a r e  f o r  h e r s e ' l f .  S h e  s t i l l  m a r c h e s  -  a n d
f  i  gh ts  -  w i  th  the  company o f  Shay l  I  e ,  a  fac t  tha t
p leases  Pet ros  grea t ly  (bo th  because he  respec ts  her
s p i r i t ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  h e r  a b s e n c e s  g i v e  h i m  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
to  meet  w i th  A ' le th -aan)  .  She i  s  aware  tha t  her
h u s b a n d ' s  a f f e c t i o n s  h a v e  s o m e w h a t  c o o l e d ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t
suspec t  the  cause o f  these changes.  Though she herse l f
h a s  n o  l o v e  o f  s e n s e l e s s  v i o l e n c e ,  s h e  w i l l  n o t
i n t e r v e n e  a g a i n s t  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  b l o o d l e t t i n g  u r g e s
un less  approached by  someone w i th  s t rong persuas ive
pob,ers ( and hi 9n chari sma) .
R a n d o m  . 1 0  o r  l e s s  -  S h a y l l e  c a s t l e ;
L6dator :  11  or  more  -  in  the  f ie ld  w i th  the  company o f

Grannyt  ra ised the wol f  Takkha f rom a pup af ter
k i11 in9  i i s  mo the r  i n  se l f - de fense ;  t he  wo l f  i s  t o ta l l y
ano  ab io lu te l y  1oya1  to  h im ,  and  obeys  h i s  wo ro  a lone '
When in the wi lderness,  Grannyt  a l lows the wol f  to  roan
free and forage for  i tse l f ;  i t  wears a leather  s tudded
co l ] a r  marked  w i th  a  "  G  " .

Random 7 or  less -  Tharn;
LiEaT6'r: B-9 - ShaYlle;

10-18 wi th the main bodY of  the army

Eisen ( the | .J isp)  ST 15 DX 18 I t l  13 MA 10----TEfpTN'$5ear ( 1+1) , Thrown Spear ( 1) '
Long Bow (1,+2,1

TALENTS:  S i l en t  Movemen t ,  Tac t i cs ,  Na tu ra l i s t ,
Woodsn tan ,  Runn ing ,  T rack  i ng

SPELLS: Speed Movement
SPECIAL ?OSSi-Tof f in  of  Inv is ib iL ly  (5 doses) '

TF=4

E isen  i s  t he  l eade r  o f  Da rok ' s  f i l os t  success fu l
band  o f  moun ta in  ra ide rs ,  a  t a l l  r a i l - t h i n  b lond  known
to  h i s  Mu ipocan  foes  as  "The  Wisp " .  Though  to ta l l y
unschoo led ,  he  i s  an  i ns t i nc t i ve  mas te r  o f  gue r r i l l a
tac t i cs ;  add  two  d i ce  t o  any  foe ' s  no rma l  chances  o f
de tec t i ng  an  ambush  se t  by  E i sen  o r  t r ack ing -  h i s
company ' i  t r a i l .  He  i s  t o ta l l y  un in te res ted  i n  91o ry ,
and 

-keeps 
out  of  the 1 imel  ight  whenever mi1 i tary

a f fa i r s  b r i ng  h im  to  Shay11e .  E i sen  w i l l  o f t en  ac t  as
fo rward  scou t  f o r  h i s  band ,  f o r  cas t i ng  h i s  Speed
Movement spel l  on h imsel f  g ives h im an MA of  24.  He
60a rds -6 i s  p r i zed  po t i on  o f  I nv i s i b l i t y  ca re fu l l y ,  and
wi l l  on ly  use one dose (and-rcr-o i -e-?o$-on1y)  i f  h is  l i fe
i s  a t  s take .

Random 6  o r  l ess  -  ShaY l l e ;

S h a y l l e

Katzha i  ST 10  DX i3  IQ 11  [4A 10-----T-EAP0ilS: 
Dagger (1-1)

T A L E N T S :  S i l e n t  M o v e m e n t ,  T h i e f ,  M i m i c ,  L i t e r a c y ,
R e c o g n i z e  V a l u e

SPECIAL P0SS. :  4  uses  o f  weapon po ison,  TF=3

T h e  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  o f  P e t r o s  i s  a  s u r 1 y ,  w h i n i n g
f e l l o w  o f  s m a l l  s t a t u r e  -  d e s p i s e d  a s  a  w e a k l i n g  b y
P e t r o s ,  h e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  b a n e  o f  r n o s t  o f  t h e
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  S h a y l 1 e .  M a n y  c o n s i d e r  h i m  s o r n e w h a t  m a d '
g i v e n  h i s  m a s o c h i s t i c  t e n d e n c y  t o  i n s u l t  o t h e r s  b e y o n d
t h e i r  b r e a k i n g  p o i n t .  H i s  l e f t  a r m  w a s  s n a t t e r e d  b e y o n d
r e p a i r  i n  a  b e a t i n g  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  o n e  o f  h i s  v o l u b l e
e p i s o d e s ,  b u t  t h i s  e v e n t  s e e m s  o n l y  t o  m a k e  h i m  m o r e
i n c o r r i g i b l e  t h a n  e v e r .  K a t z h a i  h a t e s  D a r o k ' s  j o y f u l
p r i m i t i v i s m  w i t h  a  p a s s i o n ,  a n d  l o n g s  t o  

. l e a v e  
i t s

6 o r d e r s  f o r e v e r .  H e  i s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b a n k r o l  l  h i s
d e p a r t u r e  b y  s p y i n g  f o r  E m i l  J a g g o h  o f  D i h a d  -  a n d  i s
a . l s o  n o t  a b o v e  a  b i t  o f  p e t t y  t h i e v e r y  i f  h e  t h i n k s  h e
w o n ' t  b e  c a u g h t .
R a n d o m  L 0  o r  l e s s  -  S h a Y l l e  c a s t l e ;
LoEaTdr :  11-13  -  town o f  ShaYl le ;

1 4 - l B  -  i n c o g n i t o  i n  a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e

2 )  T n e  M i l i t a r y  L e a d e r s
erannyt-Td.I'ah'lmlST 

'-DX 
i4(13) IQ 9 MA 10- -TEIFONS:- f f i ce  

(2 -1) ,  Bat t leaxe (3 )
A R M O R :  L e a t h e r ,  L g .  S h i e l d  ( +  W a r r i o r ,  - 5  h i t s )

TALENTS:  Warr io r ,  Acute  Hear ing ,  Horsemansh ip
SPECIAL POSS. :  | . io l f  Takkha (ST 12 DX i4  IQ 6

MA 12) ,  R id ing  norsE l -TF=S

Grannyt  i s  the  Warder  fo r  the  company o f  Tharn ,  a
h u l k i n g  b a l d - h e a d e c j  b r u t e  w i t h  s m a l  I  t r e e t r u n k s  f o r
a n n s  l n d  l e g s .  G r a n n y t  i s  a s  s u b t l e  a s  a n  e x p l o d i n g
b o m b ,  a  b a s i c  h u m a n  t a n k .  U n d e r  h . i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e
company o f  Tharn  has  beconte  the  shock  t roops  o f  Darok '
a n  i r o h - n e r v e o  u n i t  w i l l i n g  t o  s t o r m  ( o f t e n  c a p a b l e ,
s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  o f  t a k i n g  o u t ,  a s  w e l l )  a l m o s t  a n y  e n e m y
D o s i t i o n . - l - o s s e s  f r o m  t h e  u n i t  a r e  o f t e n  v e r y  h e a v y  ( a s
h ign  as  50-80%) ,  bu t  because o f  the  grea t  renown and
respec t  accorded the  men o f  Tharn ,  good rep lacements
are  no t  hard  to  come by .  Granny t ' s  favor i te  recrea t ions
are  the  th ree  R 's  -  Raz ing ,  Rape and Rum -  and there
have been few more  awesome p i l lagers  ' in  the  h is to ry  o f
t h e  s e m i - c i v i l i z e d  w o r l d .

L o c a t o r : 7 - 1 2-  i n  t h e  H i l l s  o f  O r e  o r  a r o u n d  t h e
M u i p o c a n  b o r d e r l a n d s ;

13 -14  -  Ghee ;
15-18 -  wi th the main body of  the army

S a v l a k  ( t ' B u r )  S T  1 6  D X  1 4 ( i 3 )  I Q  1 2  M A  1 0- - T E I p O i l S : - P i k e  
A x  ( l + l ) ,  J a v e l i n  ( 1 - 1 ) '

T h r o w n  J a v e l i n  ( 1 - 1 )
ARI ,OR:  C lo th  (and R ing  o f  S tone F lesh ,

TALENTS:  Recogn ize  Va1ue,  Unnarmed Con lba t
P h y s i c k e r ,  C l i m b i n g '  O r c i s h

S P E C I A L  P 0 5 S . :  R i n g  o f  S t o n e  F l e s h ,  T F = 6

- 5  h i t s )
I ,

T h e  f a m i l y  t ' B u r  h a d  a  g l o r i o u s  h e r i t a g e ,  a n d  i t s
w a r r i o r s  h a v e  o f t e n  r u l e d  D a r o k .  R e c e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s ,

however ,  have had to  g row up w i thout  the  f ru i ts  o f  tha t

h e r i t a g e ,  f o r  t h e  r e i g n i n g  h e a d  o f  t h e  t ' B u r  c l a n  w a s

cauqht -consor t inq  w i th  the  enemy and executed  65  years

a s o ;  c a u s i n g  m o i t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  m a g i c a l  t r e a s u r e s  t o

b e  f o r f e i t e o .  S a v l a k  t ' B u r  i s  a  b i t t e r  y o u n g  m a n  w n o

s e e k s  t o  r e s t o r e  h i s  f a m i l y ' s  g r e a t n e s s  b y  t h e  s t r e n g t h

o f  h i s  o w n  h a n d .  H e  i s  a  t a c i t u r n ,  h o t - t e m p e r e d  f e l l o w

w i t h  f e w  f r i e n d s  a m o n g  t h e  o f f i c e r  c o r p s '  a  m a n

r e s p e c t e d  f o r  h i s  f i g h t i n g  p r o w e s s  b u t  t a i n t e d  b y  h i s
t r a i t o r i o u s  h e r i t a g e .  H e  i s  a n x i o u s  t o  c h a l l e n g e  P e t r o s
for  command but  iears  the  in te rvent ion  o f  A le th -aan;
t h e r e f o r e  h e  b i d e s  h i s  t i m e  a n d  w a i t s  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r

moment .
S a v l a k ' s  o n e  a c q u i r e d  b a t t l e  a i d ,  t h e  r i n g  o f

S t o n e  F l e s h ,  i s  a  l e s s  t h a n  p e r f e c t  a r t i f a c t '  S a v l a k
musT-elxpenA-i ST each turn to power the spel l .  There is

a l s o  s o m e  c h a n c e  ( a  r o l l  o f  1 4  o r  g r e a t e r  o n  3  d i c e )

i n u t  t h e  r i n g  w i l i  g e n e r a t e  o n l y  a  h a l f  s t r e n g t h  ( - 2

h i t s  p e r  b l o ; )  a u r a  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  ( t h i s  r o l l  i s  n o t

m a d e  u n t i l  S a v l a k  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  s t r u c k  b y  a n

o p p o n e n t ' s  b l o w )  .
R a n d o m  7  o r  l e s s  -  S h a Y l l e
I6dator :  B-10  -  Gne iss

1 i -13  -  ma in  booY o f  Darokan armY
l -4  o r  more  -  fo rag ing  miss ion  to  one o f  the

o t h e r  F r e e h o l d s

l 0



K h y p p e  S T  1 3  D X  i 5 ( 1 3 )  I Q  1 5  M A  B- - - - -TEAP0I {S:  
Spear  ( i+ l i ,  oagger  (1 - l ) ,  Arquebus (3+3)

ARI0R:  Leather  ( -2  h i ts )
T A L E N T S :  S e x  A p p e a l ,  C h a r i s n r a ,  N e w  F o l l o w e r s ,

G u n s ,  O r c i s h ,  D w a r v i s h ,  L i t e r a c y
SPECIAL POSS. :  None,  TF=1Q

-  K h y p p e  i  s  a  r a n g y ,  b a l d i n g  m a n  i n  h i  s  e a r l y
f o r t i e s ,  w i t h  a  c r a g g y  a n d  c a r e w o i n  f a c e ,  H i s  r e f l e x e i
h a v e  b e g u n  t o  s l o w  w i t h  t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  d g € ,  b u t  h i s
v a l u e  t o  D a r o k  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  f i g h t i n g
prowess  anyway.  Khyppe,s  ro le  i  s  to  p rov ide  the" g r e a s e "  t h a t  k e e p s  t h e  p r o v i n c e , s  f i g h t i n g  m a c h i n e
m o v i n g ,  b y  k e e p i n g  t h e  t r o o p s  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  f o o d  a n d
w e a p o n s  a n d  t h e  e g o s  o f  t h e i r  o f t e n  t e m p e s t u o u s  l e a o e r s
s o o t h e d .  H e  p l a y s  m a n y  v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e s  i n  t h e
c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  A s  p r i m a r y  l i a i s o n  t o  t h e
m e r c e n a r y  u n i t s  w h o  f i g h t  f o r  D a r o k ,  h e  a l o n e  a m o n g  t h e
D a r o k a n  h e i r a r c h y  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  m i l  i t a r y  v a l u e  o f
g u n s ,  a n d  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  r e n e g a d e  w i z a r d  C a l d o r  D u n e  t o
o b t a i n  t h e  f e w  w e a p o n s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  t h e y  p o s s e s s .  I t  . i s
K h y p p e  w h o  o f t e n  p a y s  , ' u n o f f . i c i a l , ,  v i s i t s  t o  t h e
v i l l a g e s  o f  D a r o k  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  p a y
t h e i r  a p p r o p r i a t e  t i t h e s ,  a n d  j o u r n e y s  t o  t h e  H i l l s  o i
Ore  to  foment  unres t  aga ins t  Mu ipoco among the  dwarves
w h o  h a v e  s e t t l e d  a n d  m i n e  t h e r e .  H e  h a s  g r e a t
i n f l u e n c e ,  b u t  i s  n e v e r  o s t e n t a t i o u s  i n  i t s  u s e ;  t h u s
h e  h a s  n o  e n e m i e s  a m o n g  t h e  m i g h t i e s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,
9 n d  m a n y  f r i e n d s  (  i n c l u o i n g  p e t r o s ,  G r a n n y t ,  a n c i
S h a k ' h e e n ) .  H e  h a s  n o t e d  A l e t h - a a n , i  i n f l u e n i e  o n
P e t r o s  a n d ,  f e a r i n g  h e r  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s ,  h a s  b e g u n  t o
k e e p  a  s u r r e p t i t i o u s  e y e  o n  h e r ;  t h u s  f a r ,  h i s  e i f o r t s
have escaped her  no t ice  and they  rema. in  on  good te rms.

K h y p p e  i s  a c c o m p a n i e d  o n  h i s  f r e q u e n t  t r a v e l s
about  the  reg ion  by  a  cadre  o f  15-30  exper ienced
f i g h t e r s  ( 1 2  +  3 D  i n .  n u m b e r , 3 4  +  1 D  a t t r i b u t e  p o i n t s
e a c h ) ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  ( r o 1 l  o f  9  o r  l e s s  o n  3  d i c e )  b y  a
H i g h  P r i e s t  o f  A k h o r a .  I f  a t t a c k e d  a n d  s e r i o u s l  v
ou tnumbered,  he  w i  I  I  sur render  i f  escape appear i
i m p o s s i b l e  -  i n  f a c t ,  h e  h a s  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  t w i c e ,  a n d
ransomed back  to  Darok ,  by  the  t roops  o f  Mu ipoco (who
t o o  w e r e .  f o o l e d  b y  K h y p p e , s  u n i m p r e s s i v e  p h y s i q u e  a n d
demeanor  )  .
R a n d o m  B  o r  l e s s  -  S h a v l ' l  e
Io i l 'E6r :  9 -11  -  d ip lomat i i  m iss ion  to  onc  o f  the  o ther

Freeho I  d  s
12-13 -  ma in  body  o f  Darokan army
1 4  o r  m o r e  -  H i l l s  o f  O r e

S h a k ' h e e n  S T  2 0  D X  1 4  I Q  1 0  M A  1 0- - - - -TFAp0t {S:  
Morn ings tar  (2+1) ,  Dagger  ( l -1 ) ,  L igh t

C r o s s b o w  ( 2 )  
-

A R I | O R :  L a r g e  S h i e l d  ( +  W a r r i o r ,  - 3  h i t s )
TALENTS:  l . la r r io r ,  Detec t  Traps ,  Human Tongue
SPECIAL P0SS. :  Set  o f  B  t r iangu lar  h ta rds ,  TF=5
Shak 'heen is  an  0rc ish  mercenary  c6mrnander  who has

s p e n t  a l m o s t  a  d e c a d e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  D a r o k .  H e  f i n d s
t h e  w a r r i o r - d o m i n a t e d  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a p p e a l i n g
and has  deve loped an  uncommon loya t ty  to  h is  empioyers .
A s  a  y o u t h  g r o w i n g  u p  i n  a  l a r g e  c i t y ,  f a r  t o  t h e  w e s t ,
S h a k ' h e e n  e k e d  o u t  a  l i v i n g  a s  a  p e t t y  t h i e f ;  t o d a y  h e
t r i e s . t o  m a k e  u p  f o r  h . i s  i r n p o v e r i s h e d  o r i g i n s  b y
a f f e c t i n g  a  v e r y  o s t e n t a t i o u s  1  i f e s t y l e .  H i s  

- m e n  
a r e

ne i ther  the  bes t  nor  the  wors t  o f  the  mercenar . ies  o f
D a r o k ,  b u t  a r e  w e l l  r e g a r d e d  b e c a u s e  o f  S h a k , h e e n ' s
l o n g  a s s o c ' i a t i o n s  w i t h  p e t r o s  a n d  K h y p p e  a n d  h a r d l y
e v e r .  d r a w  r e a 1 1 y  h a z a r d o u s  d u t y .  t - . i k e  h i s  c o m m a n d e r ,
S h a k ' h e e n  a n d  h i s  m e n  a r e  e a s i l y  c a p a b l e  o f  g r a t u i t o u i
v i o l e n c e  a n d  a n d  h a v e  c o m r n i t t e d  m a n y  a t r o c i t i e i  a g a i n s t
t h e  v a n q u i  s h e d .

Shak '  heen '  s  se t  o f  Wards  are  h . i  s  most  Dr i  zed
possess ions ,  and he  os t6 f rTa=t ious ly  sur rounds h is
s l e e p i n g  a r e a  w i t h  t h e m  e v e r y  n i g h t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
anyone schoo led  in  the  arcane ar ts  knows tha t  these
i tems must  be  ac t iva ted  w i th  a  Warc i  spe l l  to  func t ion
p r o p e r l y ,  a  s p e l I  o f  w h i c h  S h a k r T e e n  h a s  n o  k n o w l e d q e
wh a t  soever  .

R a n d o m  6  o r  l e s s  -  S h a v l l e
I o c d t o r :  7 - B  -  s c o u t i n g  f o r c e  n e a r  m a i n  D a r o k a n

9-15 -  ma in  b6dy  o f  Darokan army
16 or  more  -  on  border  pa t ro l

3 )  R e 1  i g i o u s  L e a d e r s
HigE-TFlEitessTTEtE--aan ST t7 DX 13 IQ 18 MA 10
@ 1 ) , s t a r i i i l - ' - -

TALENTS:  Sex  Appea l ,  Char isma
SPELLS: Clumsiness,  pe1:qgl l rg le:q,  Z-Hex Fi re,

FjrebaT=[-eontroiF-erJonl-Sleep;'rxpToiiG-eem,
9r e aiefoe sTFo-yTIEme nTaT, Ombt ianffi#

SPETTAI  p0SS. :  (see  be low) ,  TF=6

B e f o r e  A l e t h - a a n ,  n o  f e m a l e  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  a  H i g h
P r i e s t  o f  A k h o r a  -  n o w ,  s h e  i s  r e c o g n i z e o  o y  m a n y  a s
t h e  h i g h e s t  o f  t h e  h . i g h ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  p o w e i f u l
i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  S h e  i s  a  w o m a n  o f
s t a t u e s q u e  f o r m ,  b e a u t i f u l  f e a t u r e s  a n d  i n c r e d . i b l e
m a g n e t i s m ,  w h o s e  w e ' l l - p r a c t i c e d  a l l u r e s  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f
p u t t i n g _  a l m o s t  a n y  m a n  (  i n c l u d i n g  p e t r o s )  u n d e r  h e r
s w a y .  I n  h e r  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  A l e t h - a a n  h a d  t o  s l e e p  h e r
w a y  t o  t h e  t o p .  S h e  h a s  s i n c e  h a d  a l l  b u t  o n e  o f  t h o s e
f o r m e r  l o v e r s  e l i m i n a t e d ,  a n d  h e r  t h u s  f a r  f r u i t l e s s
search  fo r  tha t  las t  man is  one o f  the  few sub jec ts
t h a t  c a n  c r a c k  h e r  n o r m a l l y  s t e e l y  c a l m .

Rumors  abound th roughout  Darok  tha t  A le th_aan is
t h e  w o m a n  d e s t i n e d  t o  b e  t h e  D a w n c h i l d ,  a n d  h e r  a r r i v a l
s i g n i f i e s  t h a t  v i c t o r y  i s  n e a r .  A l e t h - a i n  d o e s  n o t h i n g
to  d iscourage these rumors ,  knowing the i r  e f fec t  . i i
cement i  ng the 1 oyal ty of the common fo l  k of the
prov ince .  She c raves  power  fo r  power 's  sake,  and seeks
i m m o r t a l i t y  a b o v e  a l l  -  s h e  h a s  a c q u i r e d  a  c a c h e  o f  a
d r u g  ( p o s s i b l y  p r e - M n o r e n  i n  o r i g i n )  t h a t  g r e a t l y  s l o w s
t h e  a g i n g  p r o c e s s .  S h e  t a k e s  t h e  d r u g  a b o u i  3 _ 4  i i m e s  a

l l



year,  and has on two occasions surrept i t iously  fed some
io  Pe t ros .  The  d rug  has  a  s t range  s ide  e f f ec t  -  i t  w i l l
cause i ts  consumers to enter  an amnesiac state for  a
pe r i od  o f  24 -48  hou rs  du r i ng  wh ich  they  may  l i t e ra11y
do  any th ing ,  w i t hou t  rega rd  f o r  t he i r  s ta t i on  o r  no rma l
pe rsona l  i t y .

A le th -aan  w i l l  t end  to  re l y  on  he r  F i re  spe11  w ! ' gn
engaged in of fensive combat '  and use-c6fr" t ro l  spel  ls
(Con i ro t  Pe rson ,  o r  S leep  i f  t he  f o rmer  f a i l s )  i f
pEFionaf[-aTTTdred. sfa-wTll join with the other High
i r r i es t s  ' i n  t he  con ju r i ng  o f  "mass  e f f ec t "  spe l l s ,  bu t
w i l l  no t  use  up  more  than  ha l f  o f  he r  ST  i n  such

Random 7  o r  l ess  -  ShaY l l e
I6EEf6r: B-13 - main body of Darokan army

14-15 -  on border  Patro l
1.6 or  more -  t ravel ing around province on Cul t

b u s i n e s s

H iqh  P r i es t  Ysan -o l  ST  15  DX 14 (13 )  IQ--TErp0-ils-sraff ( 1 ), crvsta l Dagser
ARl t0R:  Cloth ( -1 h i t )

TALENTS: Sex APPeal
SPELLS: I ' l  lus ion,  Summon l ' lo l f ,  B lur ,- 

oo.n TunneT.TipTosl ve-Gem ( 175T)-'
I-i€i-t-FTnTn 9 T1 )l@, A i d'
#
M I S S l  l e S

SPICTAFT0SS. : None, TF=6
Iess  -  Shay l  l e  TemPle

-  t r ave l l i ng  a round  Darokan  coun t r ys ide
on  Cu l t  bus iness

-  main body of  Darokan armY
more  -  Sku l l  Rock

14 MA 10
( 1 - 1 )

S tone  F lesh ,
ST..p,

Reversee f fo r t s ,
Random 9 or
foET fd r :10 .14

H iqh  P r i es t  Fa ron -e ld  ST  18  DX 14  IQ  16  MA i0
@ ( 1 + 2 ) t

ARM0R: Leather  ( -2 h i ts)
TALENTS: PhYsicker ,  L i teracy
SPELLS:  Lock /Knock ,  A id ,  Dazz le ,  Revea l /Concea l ,

M aq i c--R-iTni6Fm'. 7:n'ex-Fl r e, DeTec t-M as Tc;-
mFTo;l7e G.em]t/@
Fummon Draqon.  Drain Strenqth

spfTTAf,-tr0-SS ; 
-powEr-TagnTfiE 

afion Anu l et, TF= 5

F ra i l  o f  f r ame ,  bu t  possess ing  eno rmous  psych i c
ene rg ies ,  Fa ron -e ld  i s  a  un ique l y  dange rous  weapon  i n
the  

-a rsena l  
o f  t he  P r i es t s  o f  Akho ra .  H i s  un ique  ta len t

I  i es  i n  h i s  ab ' i l i t y  t o  con ju re  l a rge -sca1e  ve rs ions  o f
t he  spe l l s  l i s t ed  above ,  wh i ch  g row  i n  e f f ec t i veness
beyond the norrnal  conf ines of  the enchantment .  These
add i t i ona l  e f f f ec t s  a re  on l y  p roduced  i n  cases  where
Faron  expends  8  o r  more  ST  po in t s  on  a  spe1 l ,  and  can
be  summar i zed  as  f o l l ows :

Harnmertouch,  Explos ive Gem -  Spel ls  do
of-EarnageTnai-ftrma[- rounded down
Hammertouch would oo L5 d ice of  damage
EonTac l - r id ,  a  9 -ST Exp los ive  Gqr l  wou ld  do  13  d ice  o f
damage. Eiplosive gEnri-Tre 6'55umed to do 2 dice of
Aamage to  ad jacent  hexes  (and/or  the  peop le  in

them)  .
7 - H e x  F i r e  -  A n  8 - S T  v e r s i o n  o f  t h i s  s p e 1 1  w o u l d
rE6IEsEnT-a  doub le  e f fec t i veness  F i re  spe11 (12-ST a
t r i p l e  e f f e c t  s p e l 1 ,  e t c ) .  F o r  s u t l  a  s p e 1 1 ,  t h e - . F i i l
c a n  e i t h e r  d o u b . l e  t h e  t i m e  d u r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  f i r e
' l a s t s ,  

d o u b l e  t h e  a r e a  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  f i r e  ( t o  1 4
h e x e s ) ,  o r  d o u b l e  t h e  d a r n a g e  i n f l  i c t e d  t o  t h o s e
c o r n i n ! -  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  b l a z e  ( 4  h i t s  f o r  p a s s i n g
t h r o u g n  a  f i r e  h e x ,  B  h i t s  f o r  s t a n d i n g  a n d  f i g h t i n g
l n  o n e , ) .
M a q i c  R a i n s t o r m  -  S i m i l a r  t o  t h e  F i r e  s p e l l  a b o v e ,
in=TTaned-dif f inal 4-ST increments cafr- ne added to
i n c r e a s e  t h e  s i z e  o r  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  R a i n s t o r m .
Storms o f  12-ST or  g rea ter  power  a re  accompan ied  by
h i g h  w i n d s  t h a t  s l o w  t h e  M A  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h i n  t h e
s t o r m  p e r i m e t e r  b y  l / 2 .
D f a i n  S t r e n g t h  -  B e c a u s e  o f  F a r o n - e l d ' s  a t t u n e m e n t
w l t l  the  fo rces  o f  mag ica l  energy ,  and the  power

m a g n i f i c a t i o n  a m u l e t  h e  p o s s e s s e s ,  h e  c a n  r e c 0 v e r

3  5T wor th  o f  usab le  power  f rom every  5  ST dra ined
( i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  n o r m a l  1 / 5  r a t i o ) .

Each e f fo r t  o f  th is  type  takes  a  g rea t  dea l  ou t  o f
F a r o n ;  a f t e r  e a c h ,  h e  

- m u s t  
m a k e  a  4  d i e  s a v i n g  r o l l

v e r s u s  I Q  -  i f  h e  f a i l s  t o  s a v e ,  h e  s u f f e r s  p s y c h i c

over load,  and cannot  a t tempt  another  enchantment  o f
t h i s  t y p e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  d a y s .

D u e  t o  h i s  u n i q u e  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  F a r o n ' s  g e n e r a l
n a t u r e  i s  a  g o o d  d e a l  m o r e  c a u t i o u s  t h a n  t h a t  o f  h i s

P r i e s t l y  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  H e  w i l l  l i s t e n  b e f o r e  h e  a c t s '  a
t r a i t  r a r e l y  f o u n o  i n  D a r o k ;  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  h e  i s  v e r y
l o y a l  t o  A l e t h - a a n ,  a n d  w i  l  l  t o l e r a t e  n o  c r i t i c i s m  o f
n e r .

A  b road -shou lde red ,  f a i r - comp lex ioned  ma le  i n  h i s
l a te  twen t i es ,  Ysan -01  i s  a  t yp i ca l  H igh  P r i es t  o f  t he
cu l t  -  b rash ,  swagger ing ,  and  fa i r l y  un in te res ted  i n
the hopes and needi  of  others.  He is  much smarter  than
h i s  i n rpe tuous  na tu re  wou ld  i no i ca te ;  he  can  be  foo led
onaa ,  

' bu t  
neve r  tw i ce ,  by  a  gamb i t ,  and .  shou ld  no t  be

unde res t ima ted  as  a  f oe .  Ysan -o l ' s  back  and  neck  a re
bad l y  sca r red  f rom bu rns  sus ta ined  i n  t he  m is f i r e  o f  a
ma jo i  enchan tmen t .  None the less ,  he  cons ide rs  h imse ' l f
qu l t e  a  l ad ies  man ,  and  w i l l  o f t en  t r y  t o  t nake  t ime
i i tn  female t ravelers encountered in  the st reets of
i nay t t e  -  he  does  no t  t ake  re jec t i on  k i nd l y ,  t o  say  t he
I  east
Random B  o r  l ess  -  ShaY l l e
LiEiTdr: 9-11 - main body of Darokan arrny
>  

12 -15  -  t r ave l l i ng  a round  p rov ince  on  cu l t
b u s i n e s s

L6 or  more -  Skul  l  Rock

H i q h  P r i e s t  G a l l i n - i b u r  S T  1 7  D X  1 6 ( 1 4 )  I Q  2 0  M A  6
f f iPower (2 )

ARl . l0R:  Leather  (+ tse l t 'o i  Stone Flesh,  -6 h i ts)
TALENTS: PhYs icker

SPELLS: Confusion,  Break Weapon,  Aid,  Detect- 
l,r i g i i,-@e t"t ag T-To cTTRno cE-J umtno n Be ar,
Drai n strengtF; 4-H-.i @,
ffitn.t@
il'agTc]GqrTrgatign, Peltagf am' Exp losive uem
TTfSTl ,  Dissolve Enchantment

sPEiiAL ios6, Rins of- -t-:-rSg19gl11g, 
Rod of-TfiiTlTfr'--I1 1 usion, TF=9

Gal  I  i  n-  i  bur  i  s  the e l  dest  of  the current  Hi  gh

P r i e s t i ,  a  s l e n d e r  m a n  i n  h i s  e a r ' l y  f i f t i e s  w i t h
th inn ing  wh i te  ha i r  and  a  l ong  w ispy  bea rd '  He  i s  a
ba t t l e - i es ted  ve te ran ,  s t i 1 l  ab ' l e  i n  t he  f i e l d  desp i t e
i  s i i gh t  l imp ;  t hese  days ,  howeve r '  he  spends  much  o f
h i s  i ime  a t  t he  Grea t  Temp le  i n  Shay11e ,  whe re  he
(  a iong  w i th  H igh  P r i es t  Ryke l -oo r ,  who  knows  the

Weupon/n.*0.  EncIantment  spel  I  )  .  produces the bul  k  of
i ne 'mag ica l  a r t i f ac t s  c rea ted  i n  Da rok '  Ga l l  i n  has
a lways -  been  bu l l - headed ,  and .h i s  advanc ing  yea rs  have
made htm even more set  in  h is  ways and cer ta in that
; ; i t  he  knows  the  " r i gh t "  way  to  ge t  t h i ngs  , ! t l ? : - - l i ]
ou tbu rs t s  o f  t emper  on  occas ions  when  he  fee l s  s l l gn leo
i r . - - i eg . t o ,  and  (g i ven  h i s  nec roman t i c  powers )  -qu i t e
Jung. .o i l t .  Ate i l r - i in  has learned quick ly  to defer  t0
h i s  p ronouncemen ts  and  p ' l ans  i n  pub l  i c ,  and  then  use

her persuasive powers to change th ings around t0 her
' I i k i ng  beh ind  the  scenes .

Ga l1  i n  has  a l so  become qu i t e . - f o rge t fu l ;  * l : l
encoun te red ,  t he re  i s  a lways  a  chance  (7  o r  l ess  0n  3D)
inut  r ' .  has forgot ten to don one or  more of  h is  specia l
p . i t . i i i . t i  ( g 1 6 a t l y  i n c r e a s i n g  h i s , v u l n e r a b i I i t y ) '
i landom L1 or  less -  Shayl Ie Temple
I6c-iT6'r: l2-L4 - main body of Darokan army

15  -  Sku l . l  Rock
16  o r  more  -  v i s i t i ng  t emp les  i n  one  o f  t he

va r i ous  Ho lds

1 1 -  1 3
15  o r

5O/.  more d ice
-  t hus  a  10 -ST
to the object
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THE VILLAGE OF GHEE

G e n e r a l  D e s c r i p t r o n----GIEE--is-a 
viTlage with a populat ion of abour 350,

loca ted  in  the  nor thern  h i . l . l s  o f  barok  about  40  km f rom
t f l e  0 i s p u t e d  D o r d e r .  A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c e n t e r
o f  c o n f l i c t  a n d  h a s  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  t h e  s c e n e  o f  f i g h t i n g
0 n  r w o  p r e v t o u s  o c c a s i o n s ,  i n  m o s t  r e s p e c t s  G h e e  i s
i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e  w i t h  a n y  o f  a  d o z e n  o t h e r  v i l l a q e s
t h r o u g h o u t  D a r o k .  l - i f e  i n  t o w n s  s u c h  a s  t n e s e  i s  s . i r n o l e
a n d  r u g g e d ,  w i t h  f e w  f r j l l s  o r  c r e a t u r e  c o m f o r t s
a v a i l a b l e  -  m o s t  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  l i v e  a t  s u b s t s t . e n c e
l e v e . l  a n d  a s p i r e  t o  I  i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  t h e i r  c o n t . i n u e d
s u r v i v a l .  T h o s e  w h o  d o  h a v e  d r e a m s  o f  g r e a t n e s s  a l m o s t
i n e v i t a b l y  n t a k e  t h e  j o u r n e y  t o  S h a y l i e  t o  t r y  a n d
b e c o n l e  w a r r i o r s  o r  p r i e s t s  o t  A k h o r a ,  l e a v i n g  t h e . i r
d r a b  h o m e s t e a d s  b e h i n d  u n t i l  t h e  w i n t e r  s t o r m s  b r i n u  a n
e n d  t o  c a m p a i g n i n g

T h e  p e o p l e  o f  G h e e  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  h e r o e r s ,  t e n d i n g
t h e i r  f l o c k s  o f  g o a t s  a n o  s h e e p  o n  t h e  r o c K _ r t v e n
h i l l s i o e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A l t h o u g n  e a c h  f a r n i l y
u n r r  o w n s  a n d  c a r e s  f o r  i t s  o w n  f l o c k .  m u c h  o f  t h e
h e r d i n g  a c t i v i t y  i s  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r i  a r r l o n g  a  n u m o e r
o f  t h e s e  f a r n i l i e s .  y l h e n  t h e r e  a r e  p r o b l e m s  ( s u c n  a s
s i c k  b e a s t s ,  d i s p u t e s  o v e r  p o s s e s s r o n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y
g o o d  g r a z i n g  a r e a ,  e t c . ) ,  t h e  h e r o e r s  o f t e n  t u r n  t o  t h e
T g n  c a l l e d  S i l a s  ( s e e  b e l o w ) ,  k n o w n  t h r o u g h o u t  G h e e  a s" T n e  H e r d m a s t e r " ,  f o r  J u d g m e n t  a n d  a c t v i c e .  T n e  h i l l s
a r e  a l s o  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  e x t e n s i v e  c l a y  d e p o s i t s ,  w h i c h
d r e  u s e o  r n  p r o o u c i n g  t h e  v i i l a g e , s  o t h e r  m a J o r  t r a o e

good,  po t te ry .  A l rnos t  a l l  the  houses  ano shops  o f  Ghee
a r e  m a d e , o f . t h e s e  s a m e  c l a y s ;  i n d e e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  b u t  t w o
s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t n e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  ( t h e  C o u n c i l
H o u s e ,  a n d  t h e  S h r i n e  t o  A k h o r a ) ,  a n o  b o t h  a r e  n o w  u s e d
m a i n l y  f o r  c e r e n o n  i a l  p u r p o s e s .

T r a d e  w i t h  n e l g h b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  i s  u s u a l l y
conducted  on  a  pure  bar te r  bas is .  Money comes . in to  Ghee
i  n  two ways :

1 )  f r o m  m e r c e n a r i e s ,  w a r r i o r s  o r  p r o v i n c i a l  o f f i c e r s
w h o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a r r d

2  )  f rom the  in f requent  caravans  o f  Gheemen who
t r a v e l  t o  S h a y l  l e  t o  t r a o e  t h e i r  g o o d s  i n  r h e
o p e n  a i r  B a z a a r .

T h e  v i l l a g e r s  o f  G h e e  a r e ,  a s  a  r u 1 e ,  q u . i t e  m i s e r a o l e
b a r g a i n e r s  w i t h  l i t t l e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  m o n e t a r y  v a l u e  o f
g o o d s ;  t h g  o n l y  f a c t o r  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e m  f r o r n  b e i n g
r o b b e d  b l i n d  b y  f o r e i g n  t r a d e r s  i s  t h e  l a t t e r ' i
awareness  tna t  a  Darokan who be l  ieves  he  has  been
o f f e r e d  a n  u n f a j r  p r i c e  i s  1 i k e 1 y  t o  s h o w  o i s p l e a s u r e
D y  s m a s h i n g  h i s  f e l l o w  b a r g a i n e r  u p s i o e  t h e  h e a d  w i t h  a
s m a l l  a x .  E v e n  s o ,  a  v i l l a g e r  c a n  e x p e c t  t o  g e t  o n l y
5 0 - 7 5 %  [ 4 5 + ( 1 0 6 x 5 ) ]  o f  n o r m a l  v a l u e  f o r  h r s  q o o o s  w n e n
t r a d i n g  w i t h  a  n o n - v i 1 1 a g e r .

t j t r e e  h a s  n o  e l e c t e o  o r  a p p o i n t e o  o f f i c i a l s  e x c e p t
f o r  a  S h i r r i f f ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  g e n e r a l  p e a c e k e e p i n g
a n d  t t l e  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a .  T h i s  p o s t  i i
h e l d  c u r r e n t l y  o y  R a n n y x ,  a n  e x - m e r c e n a r y ;  w h e n  p e t r o s ,
h i s  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  o r  t h e  l o c a l  

. l o r d  
a n o  h i s  M e n ,  c o n t e  t o

t o w n ,  R a n n y x  a c t s  a s  t h e  v  i  1  I  a g e , s  r e p r e s e n t a t i  v e  f o r
0 a r g a i n i n g .  T h e  1 o c a 1  p r i e s t  o f  A k h o r a  d l  s o  h a s  g r e a r
i n f l u e n c e  a m o n g  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  e v e n  t h o u g n  h e  d o e s  n o t
a l w a y s  h a v e  G h e e ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  a t  h e a r t .

tt
,t-\ I

ti
r{]],

,a
,,r'.
' ) <  )  / - > - (  A ( ,  ' H  \
r/ H / / ,d,{-{A H

r r '\\i#fl( Y >"  / ' ( , i w - , { - +
_/T\ / T)r: ^, / : r.

,  /  - f  Y - ,  / - '  (  ' - X
' r - < . - ( N ) - /  / \ / X

#,fut'B:
/ J , , ' J  t J  r t  r J  

- J
/*  / - '  /  "  r ' "  r "  r '
H  ,  (  H  ) {  . /  )

1,'ii ',-{ m1

r'. l. /. r'\

) 1 ,  ) ' < ,  )' ,  r - \  , / 1
('l r'->{
i ')-a >{
.)-{} {iaX ),,re(i, 'r t 'rt.l
/ 1 , H , /

t *

a)<-F{
/---', /-'-t. /

{-{)) aH-)"rij!-)a_t

E fLea

l 3

4  m  /  h e x



l -andmarks of Ghee
@  -  G h e e ' s  " s h r i n e "  t o  t h e  f i e r y
war r io r  god is  a  very  s imp le  3 - room s tone s t ruc tu re ,
c o n s ' i s t i n g  o f  a  r o u g h - h e w n  m e e t i n g  r o o m  w i t h  a  l a r g e
s tone a1 tar ,  a  smal l  room used fo r  "p r iva te

c o n s u l t a t i o n s " ,  a n d  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  G a s t r a d ,  G h e e ' s
P r i e s t .  T h e  m e e t i n g  r o o m  i s  b r i g h t l y  l i t  d a y  a n d  n i g h t
w i th  lamps and f lan ing  to rches ,  and decora ted  w i th
h u g e ,  c r u o e  c l a y  i c o n s  o f  A k h o r a .  A  s a c r i f i c i a l  p i t ,
s h o w i n g  t h e  s i g n s  o f  r e g u l a r  u s e ,  1  i e s  b e h i n d  t h e
S h r i n e .  T h i s  S h r i n e ,  a s  d o  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  b a c k w a t e r
temples  to  Akhora ,  does  possess  one in te res t ing
a r t i f a c t  -  a  s m a l l  1 a m p ,  k e p t  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  m e e t i n g
c h a r n b e r ,  e n c h a n t e d  w i t h  a  D e t e c t i o n  o f  L i e s  s p e 1 1 ;  w h e n
an un t ru th  i s  to ld  wh i le  

-The-Tamp--T i -ac t i va ted ,  
i t

b u r s t s  i n t o  f l a r n e .  G a s t r a d  u s e s  t h e  l a m p  p r i m a r i l y  f o r
t h e a t r i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  t o  k e e p  h i s  p a t r o n s  i n  a w e  o f
A k h o r a ' s  p o w e r  -  i t  i s  a  t a w d r y  b u t  e f f e c t i v e  d e v i c e .

G a s t r a d  S T  1 3  D X  1 3 ( 1 2 )  I Q  1 2  M A  B------T-EAP0NS: 
Dagger (1-1), Staff (1)

ARt loR:  C lo th  ( -1  h i t )
TALENTS:  L  i te racy

SPELLS:  Drop l ' ]eapon,  I l lus ion ,  Summon Myrmidon,
3 - H e x  F  i r e ,  C o n f u s i o n ,  S t a f f  t o  S n a k e ,  D a z z l e ,
R ev e aTlC-orrc e a[-Rev er se MTSsTfe s

SPETTAI. P-OSS; 
-TF=4-

G a s t r a d  i s  a  s m a l l ,  m e a n - s p i r i t e d  m a n ,  w h o  w i e l d s
h i s  p o w e r  o v e r  t h e s e  s i m p l e  f o l k  u n j u d i c i o u s l y ,  a n d
p r i m a r i l y  t o  p l e a s e  h i m s e l f .  H e  h a s  a  v e r y  t h e a t r i c a l
a i r  a b o u t  h i m ,  a n d  o f t e n  u s e s  h i  s  s p e l  1  s  t o  g r a b
p e o p l e ' s  a t t e n t i o n ,  a l m o s t  l  i k e  a  s i d e - s h o w  m a g i c i a n
d o i n g  p a r l o r  t r i c k s .  T w i c e  y e a r l y ,  G a s t r a d  m a k e s  a
p i l g r i r n m a g e  t o  S h a y l  l e ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  6 - 2 4  p e n i t e n t s
s e e k i n g  t o  b e  " c l e a n s e d " .  W h i l e  t h e r e ,  h e  w i l l  t o a d y  u p
t o  t h e  h i g h  t e m p l e  o f f i c i a l s  t o  t r y  a n d  c u r r y  f a v o r ,
b u t  t h e  H i g h  P r i e s t s  k n o w  h i r n  f o r  w h a t  h e  i s .
N o n e t h e l e s s ,  h e  s t i l l  e n t e r t a i n s  g r e a t  h o p e s  o f  b e i n g
summoned to  Shay l le  to  serve  a t  the  Great  Temple ,  and
i s  a l w a y s  t e l l i n g  s t r a n g e r s  t h a t  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  i s
i m m i n e n t  a n d  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  i s  g r e a t  ( h i s  h a n d  o u t  f o r  a
d o n a t i o n  a l l  t h e  w h i l e ) .

Trundy 5T 14 DX 11 rQ 10 MA 10
( 1 + 1 ) t ,  S t a f f  ( 1 )llEAPOt{S: Spear

S P E L L S :  A i d ,  F i r e ,  M a g i c  F i s t ,  I m a g e ,
Myrm i d6'n-'l LocVK noctr;-Rev eel il agl;

T r u n d y ,  G a s t r a d ' s  A c o l y t e ,  i s  a  t a l l  g a n g l y  1 a d ,
s t i l l  e a g e r  t o  p e r f o r m  g r e a t  s e r v i c e  f o r  A k h o r a .  H e  h a s
b e g u n  t o  g r o w  d i s i . l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  G a s t r a d ,  w h o  h a s
t a u g h t  h i m  f e w  s p e l l s  a n d  i s  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
u s i n g  h i m  a s  a  p o w e r  b a t t e r y  a n d  " g o f e r " .  H e  h a s  v e r y
f e w  p o s s e s s i o n s  ( T F = 0 ) ,  a n d  s l e e p s  i n  a  s t r a w  p a l l e t  i n
the  meet ing  room.

2 )  T h e  C o u n c i l  H o u s e / G a o l  -  A  l o n g  T - s h a p e d  s t r u c t u r e
o f  f f i  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i ' l 1 a g e .
The base o f  the  T  is  compr ised o f  one la rge  chamber
c a p a b l e  o f  h o l d i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  p o p u l  a t i o n  o f  t h e
v i l l a g e ,  u s e d  w h e n  v i s i t i n g  l e a d e r s  w a n t  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e
v i  I  I  agers .  The Sh i r r i f f  o f  Ghee may a l  so  ca l  I  fo r  a
C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  i n  t i m e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y
d a n g e r  ( e . 9 . ,  l a r g e  w o l f p a c k s  t e r r o r i z i n g  t h e  f l o c k s ,
the  approach o f  enemy fo rces)  -  in  p rac t ice ,  such
Counc i l s  a re  qu i te  ra re  and are  the  s tu f f  o f  o f t  to ld
b a r r o o m  t a l e s .  T h e  l e f t  w i n g  o n c e  c o n t a . i n e d  r e l a t i v e l y
w e l l - f u r n i s h e d  b e d c h a m b e r s  f o r  v i s i t o r s ;  t h e s e  r o o m s
were  sacked and burned by  Muipocan mercenar ies ,  and
n e v e r  r e s t o r e d .  T h e  r i g h t  w i n g  c o n t a i n s  t w o  l e s s
w e l  l - a p p o i n t e d  b e d r o o m s ,  s t i l l  i n  u s e ,  a n d  t h e  l i t t l e  3
c e 1 1  g a o 1 .  F M s  s h o u l d  t r e a t  t h e  G a o l  a s  v i r t u a l l y  a
c inch  to  b reak  ou t  o f  fo r  any  pr isoner  who has  any
confedera tes  on  the  ou ts ide .

Rannyx  "The 0x"  ST 19  DX 14(11)  IQ 9  MA 6---TfAp0il5-Batt le 
Axe (3), Spear (1+1)

ARi , l0R:  F ine  P la te  (+ l ' la r r io r ,  -7  h i ts )
TALENTS:  Swimming,  A le r tness ,  War r io r
SPECIAL P0SS. :  Amule t  o f  Non-drunkenness

( 7 5 %  e f f e c t i v e )  T F = 2

R a n n y x ,  S h i r r i f f  o f  G h e e ,  i s  a  g r e a t  b e a r  o f  a
m a n ,  a  f o r m e r  m e r c e n a r y  w h o  f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  a  g i r l  o f
t h e  v i l l a g e  w h i l e  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h ,  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o
rnar ry  her  a t  the  end o f  tha t  campaign  year  (h is  w i fe
T a r e e  s t i l l  w o r k s  a s  t h e  b a r m a i d  a t  t h e  R o o t  C e l l a r  -
see  #3  be low) .  He has  the  on ly  sor t  o f  decEnT-Trmo?- in
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a  p l u n d e r e d  s e t  o f  f i n e  p l a t e  -  a n d  i s
s t i l l  u n q u e s t i o n a l l y  t h e  b e s t  f i g h t e r  i n  t h e  v i l  l a g e ,
e v e n  w i t h  t h e  o n s e t  o f  a  m i d d l e - a g e d  p a u n c h .  I n
d i s c h a r g i n g  h i s  p e a c e k e e p i n g  d u t i e s ,  R a n n y x  i s  m o s t
f  i k e l y  t o  s e t t l e  d i s p u t e s  b y  h a v i n g  t h e  o p p o n e n t s
" f i g h t  i t  o u t "  u n d e r  c o n t r o l l e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  H e  i s
q u i t e  a w a r e  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  o v e r l y  b r i g h t ,  a n d  n o r m a l l y
i s  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a n d  a d o p t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s
of  o thers  (  1  i  ke  S i  1  as)  whon he  cons iders  smar t ;
however ,  he  can be  very  s tubborn  and uny ie ld ing  i f  he
t h i n k s  s o m e o n e  i s  i n s u l t i n g  h i s  w i t s .

3 )  T h e  R o o t  C e l l a r  -  G h e e ' s  o n e  p o o r  e x c u s e  f o r  a
tavErn /ea tery /Tnn.  Many peop le  swear  tha t  you 've  never
t a s t e d  t r u l y  b a d  l i q u o r  u n t i l  y o u ' v e  h a d  D a r o k a n  a l e  -
b u t  i t ' s  r e a l l y  n o t  s o  t e r r i b l e  o n c e  y o u  l e a r n  t o  c l o s e
your  eyes  when you dr ink .  The food i  s  p l  a in  bu t
f i l l i n g ,  a n d  t h e  g o s s i p  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  i m m e n s e l y
b o r i n g  -  b u t  i f  y o u ' r e  s t a y i n g  i n  G h e e ,  i t r s  t h e  o n l y
g a m e  i n  t o w n .  S i n c e  f e w  p e o p l e  d o  s t a y  o n ,  B r a k k e ' s  t w o
guest  rooms tend to  be  ra ther  dus ty  and cobwebbed -
h o w e v e r ,  i f  y o u ' r e  w i l l i n g  t o  p a y  h i m  e n o u g h  h a r d  c a s h ,
h e ' l l  m o v e  h i s  o w n  f a n i l y  i n t o  t h o s e  r o o m s  a n d  1 e t  y o u
h a v e  h i s  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  b a c k .

Brakke ST 12 DX 12 IQ 10  l lA  10
T A L E N T S :  A n i r n a l  H a n d l e r ,  R e c o g n i z e  V a l u e ,  B a r d ,

Brewer

B r a k k e  i s  a n  a m i a b l e ,  t h o u g h  1 a z y ,  f e l  l o w  w i t h
sandy brown ha i r  and eyes .  G iven the  low vo ' lume o f
b u s i n e s s  p a s s i n g  t h r u  t h e  t a v e r n ,  t h e  f a m i l y  ( w i f e ,  2
b o y s  a n d  a  g i r l )  m u s t  a l s o  k e e p  a  f l o c k  t o  e k e  o u t  i t s
I  i v i n g  -  t h e s e  m u l t i p l e  b u s i n e s s e s  p r o v  i d e  B r a k k e  w i t h
a  r e a d y - m a d e  e x c u s e  f o r  a v o i d i n g  w o r k  ( " 1 ' d  r e a l l y  l i k e
t o  g e t  t h a t  f o r  y o u ,  s i r ,  b u t  I  m u s t  g o  u p  t o  t h e  h i l l s
a n d  c h e c k  t h e  f l o c k "  ,  a n d  v i c e  v e r s a )  .  H e  w i  l  l  o n
o c c a s i o n ,  i f  s u f f i c i e n t l y  g o a d e d ,  t a k e  d o w n  t h e  w o r n
squeezebox tha t  hangs  on  the  wa l l  in  the  tavern  and
p l a y  -  m o r n e n t s  t h a t  p a s s  a s  h i g h  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  i n  t h i s
tor,,n .

Taree ST 11 DX 12 IQ 10 l" lA 10- l tEAPoNs:  
2  Daggers  (1 -1)

ARl,l0R: None
TALENTS:  Sex  Appea l ,  Thrown l leapons,  S i len t

Movement, Di p. l  omacy

R a n n y x '  w i f e ,  T a r e e  i s  a  v e r y  t a l l  d a r k - h a i r e d
w o m a n ,  s t i 1 l  f a i r  o f  f a c e .  S h e  i s  n o r m a l l y  n o t  a v e r s e
t o  a  b i t  o f  g o o d - n a t u r e d  f l i r t i n g ,  b u t  w o e  b e  t h e  m a n
who makes advances  when she is  no t  in  the  mood,  once
Rannyx  hears  o f  i t .  Taree  has  had good fo r tune in  the
p a s t  i n  u s i n g  h e r  w i l e s  a n d  p e r s u a s ' i v e n e s s  t o  c a l m
a n g r y  g u e s t s  i n  a  b r a w l i n g  m o o d  a n d  w i l l  n o t  h e s i t a t e
to  t ry  such an  approach i f  the  a tmosphere  in  the  Ce l la r
t u r n s  n a s t y .

D r a c o n u s  ( t h e  B a l d )  s T  1 0  D X  9  I Q  9  M A  6

T h e  o l d e s t  r e s i d e n t  o f  G h e e ,  D r a c o n u s  i s  a
f r e q u e n t  b y s t a n d e r  a t  t h e  C e l l a r .  H e  i s  n o w  m o s t l y
b l inded by  ca tarac ts ,  bu t  s t iT l - - f i6ar ty -vo iced fo r  those
w i l l i n g  t o  b u y  a  m u g  o f  a l e  t o  h e a r  h i s  s t o r i e s .
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Draconus is  o ld  enough to  remember  the  las t  occas ion
when Muipocan t roops  reached Ghee and fo rced evacuat ion
o f  t h e  v i 1 1 a g e .  H e  c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  s p i e d  o n  t h e  p a s s i n g
t roops  and overheard  them ta lk  about  a  cache o f  p lunder
they  had h idden in  the  area ;  these t roops  were  la te r
s laughtered  a lmost  to  a  man by  the  main  body  o f  the
Darokan army.  No one has  ever  found th is  t reasure ,  and
t h e  l o c a l s  n o w  d e c l a i m  h i s  t a l e  a s  n o n s e n s e
( t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  t a l e  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s c e n a r i o ,"The Treasure  o f  Z ie ro  Mhaddray" ,  and the  ex ten t  o f  the
c l u e s  t h a t  D r a c o n u s  c a n  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r  w i l l  o r o v i d e  a n
i n t e r e s t i n g  t i m e  f o r  a l l . )

4 )  Shop o f  Trebok  -  T rebok  (n icknamed " the  Mender" )  i s
a pdf,fEF--b-y-TiEde, but in practice spends much of 

'his

t i m e  f i x i n g  v a r i o u s  t o o l s ,  w e a p o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  i t e m s  o f
c 1 a y ,  w o o d ,  o f  m e t a l .  F r e q u e n t l y ,  T r e b o k  w i l l  a s k  f o r
n0  payment  fo r  h i  s  serv ices  except  the  cus tomer ,s
p r o m i s e  t o  p e r f o r m  s o m e  u n s p e c i f i e d  f a v o r  ( , ' s o m e t h i n g
commensura te  w i th  the  d i f f i cu l ty  o f  my own task , , )  fo r
h i m  a t  a  f u t u r e  d a t e .  T r e b o k  w o r k s  i n  a b s o l u t e  p r i v a c y ,
u s i n g  l o n g  f o r g o t t e n  l o r e  t o  p e r f o r m  h i s  r e p a i r s ;
a l t h o u g h  h e  k n o w s  t h e  R e p a i r  s p e 1 1 ,  h e  i s  s e l d o n r  f o r c e d
to  ca l  I  upon i t .  In  f r63T-cases ,  the  f  avors  asked by
T r e b o k  a r e  e a s i l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  -  € . 9 . ,  b r i n g i n g  h i r n  a
s m a l l  s a c k  f u l l  o f  b e r r i e s  t h a t  q r o w  i n  s o m e  s o e c i a l
l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  h i l l s .  0 n  r a r e  o c i a s i o n s . -  T r e b o k  m a v
d e m a n d  t h e  f u l l f i  l l r n e n t  o f  a  f a i r l y  O i f f i i u l t  q u e s t ,  i n
o r d e r  t 0  o b t a i n  c e r t a i n  m a t e r i a l s  n e c e s s a r v  f o r  h i s
w o r k .

Trebok ST 9 DX 14 iQ 12 MA 4
T A L E N T S :  P o t t e r ,  B u s i n e s s  S e n s e ,  E l v i s h ,  E x p e r t

Natura l  i  s t
SPELLS:  Repa i r

S P E C I A L  P 0 S S . :  M a g i c  F i s t  R i n g ,  T F = 4

T r e b o k  i s  a  h e f t y  f e l l o w ,  w i t h  l o n g  s u p p l e  f i n g e r s
a n d  t h i c k  d a r k  h a i r  a n d  b e a r d .  H i s  

' l e f t  
l e g  i s  b a d l y

c r i p p l e d ,  a n d  h e  c a n  m o v e  a b o u t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  a
heavy  oaken s ta f f ,  He is  very  g ru f f  and myster ious .  He
w a s  g i v e n  t h e  r i n g  e n c h a n t e d  w i t h  t h e  M a g i c  F i s t  s p e l l
(1-2 damage per ST point expended on TE-6--p-eTIf by a
H i g h  P r i e s t  o f  A k h o r a  t o  w h o m  h e  g a v e  v a l u a b l e  a i d ;  h e
w i l l  r e a d i l y  u s e  t h i s  s p e 1 l  a g a i n s t  a n y o n e  h e  s u s p e c t s
o f  " s p y i n g "  o n  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s .

ivlA
Drasha Zerbayne -  Drasha (ST 10 DX 15 IQ 9
the most skTTTed craftsman in the community,

a n d  h i s  p o t t e r y  c o n s i s t e n t l y  b r i n g s  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t
p r i c e s  i n  t r a d e  ( p r o v i d e d  t h a t  D r a s h a  h i m s e l f ,  w h o  i s  a
h o r r i b l e  b a r g a i n e r ,  d o e s  n o t  d o  t h e  s e 1  I  i n g )  .  B e y o n d
t h i s  s k i l 1 ,  M a s t e r  Z e r b a y n e  i s  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y
u n r e m a r k a b l e  f e l o w ,  a s  d u l l  a s  h e  i s  g o o d - n a t u r e d .  H e ,
h i s  w i f e ,  a n d  s i x  c h i l d r e n  ( a 1 1  b o y s ) ,  l i v e  i n  t h e  r e a r
o f  t h e  s h o p .  T h e  e . l d e s t  o f  h i s  o f f s p r i n g ,  O e s h a  ( S T  1 0
D X  1 2  I Q  1 0  M A  1 0 ,  M i s s i l e  W e a p o n s ,  T r a c k i n g ,
C l i m b i n g ) ,  h a s  p r o v e n  q u i t e  a d e p t  w i t h  t h e  l o n g  b o w  a n d
a s  a  h u n t e r  a n d  t r a c k e r ,  a n d  i s  l i k e l y  t o  g o  o f f  t o
seek  h is  fo r tune soon (F l l ' s  Note :  perhaps  w i th  the  nex t
a d v e n t u r i n g  p a r t y  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  G h e e ? ) .

6 )  H o u s e  o f  M e l l e d i ,  t h e  H e a l e r  -  M e l l e d i ,  a n  e x t r e m e l y
p e t @ a  s o l i c i t o u s  m a n n e r ,  i s  i
t r a d i t i o n a l - s t y l e  e a r l y  m e d i e v a l  h e a l e r ,  w h o s e  l i m i t e d
pharmaco log ica l  know-how has  been drawn f rom o ld  w ives '
t a l e s ,  l e g e n d s ,  a n d  a  l  i f e t i m e  o f  v e r y  u n s c i e n t i f i c
a n i m a l  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n .  S h e  h a s  P h y s i c k e r  s k i 1 I s ,  b u t
h e r  s e r u m s  a n d  b a l m s  a r e  a s  l i k e l y  t o  h u r t  a s  h e l p .  I f
o n e  o f  h e r  " c u r e s "  i s  t a k e n ,  r o l 1  4  d i c e  -  o n  a  1 0  o r
l e s s ,  t h e y  w i l l  h e a l  2  h i t s  o f  d a m a g e ;  o n  1 - 7  o r  m o r e ,
t h e y  i n f l i c t  2  p o i n t s  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  d a m a g e .  S h e  k e e p s
s e v e r a l  s m a 1 1  c a g e s  f i l l e d  w i t h  a n i m a l s  i n  h e r  c o t t a g e
f o r  u s e  i n  h e r  " e x p e r i m e n t s " l  a n y o n e  v i s i t i n g  M e l l e d i
severa l  t imes over  a  per iod  o f  weeks  shou ld  beg in  to
n o t i c e  t h e  h i g h  t u r n o v e r  r a t e  i n  t h e s e  c a g e s .

M e l l e d i  S T  i 3  D X  1 0  I 0  1 1  M A  8- - - - - -TA lgHfS:  
Natura l i s t ,  Phys icker ,  Char isma,  An imal

H a n d l e r
S P E C I A L  P 0 S S . :  V a r i o u s  P o i s o n s

M e l l e d i  r e l i e s  o n  i n g e s t i b l e  p o i s o n s  f o r  h e r
pro tec t ion  -  these are  about  as  re l iab le  as  her
c u r e s  ( r o l 1  3  d i c e ;  o n  I  o r  l e s s ,  t h e y  d o  3
d i c e  o f  d a m a g e  -  o t h e r w i s e ,  n o  e f f e c t ) .

7 )  H o u s e  o f  S i l a s  ( " t h e  H e r d m a s t e r " )

s  i l  as  sT 13  DX 13 IQ 11  rv rA 10
IIEAP0NS: Bare Hands only
TALENTS:  An imal  HandTTng,  Vet ,  Unarmed Combat  I ,

D e t e c t i o n  o f  L i e s ,  C h a r i s m a

A s  d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r ,  S i l a s  i s  v i e w e d  b y  a l l  a s
t h e  u n o f f i c i a l  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  h e r d s m e n .  H e  i s  s m a l l  a n d
wi ry ,  w i th  ra ther  homely  fea tures ,  bu t  i s  respec ted  by
a l l  f o r  h i s  f a i r n e s s  a n d  g r e a t  s k i l l  w i t h  t h e  b e a s t s .
S  i  I  a s  i  s  a  t h o u g h t f u l  m a n ,  n o t  g i v e n  t o  h a s t y
j u d g m e n t s ;  i n  a  l e s s  w a r l i k e  c u l t u r e  h e  m i g h t  w e l l  b e
t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f t a i n .  A s  i t  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  S i l a s ,
d i s t a s t e  f o r  v i o l e n c e  m a k e s  h i m  a n  o u t s i d e r  w h e n  t h e
l e a d e r s  o f  H o l d  a n d  p r o v i n c e  v i s i t  G h e e .  R a n n y x  a n d
S i 1 a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  g e t  a l o n g  v e r y  w e l l ,  a n d  t h e  S h i r r i f f
i s  o f t e n  i n f ' l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  I a t t e r ' s  w i s d o m ,

B)  l . lhee lwr iqh t ,  S tab les  -  The proper ty  o f  Menda i  and
h r  s  d a u g h t e r  K e r i s s i a n  I  i e s  a t  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e
v i l l a g e .  M e n d a i  k e e p s  t h e  f e w  w a g o n s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e
r o a d w o r t h y ;  b u t  t h i s  k e e p s  h i m  b u s y  o n l y  i n  t h e  d a y s
jus t  be fore  a  major  t rade caravan depar ts .  Menda i  and
Ker i  ss i  an  a l  so  breed and break  horses  and have a
m e d i u m - s i z e d  c o r r a l  a n d  s t a b l e .  T h e  h o r s e s  r a i s e d  h e r e
are  bred  fo r  work  and hau lage,  no t  as  r id ing  or  war
a n i m a l s ;  b u t  t h e y  a r e  s e r v i c e a b l e  n a g s  w i t h  g o o d
s tamina.  A t  any  t ime,  there  w i  l . l  be  206-3  horses
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s a l e .

M e n d a i  S T  1 4  D X  1 3 ( 1 2 )  I Q  1 1  M A  1 0- - - - -TEAP0I {S:  
l ih ip  (1 -1) ,  Lasso (1+2,  o r  tang le ) ,

Smal  l  Ax  (1 .+2  I
A R M 0 R :  C l o t h  ( - 1  h i t )

TALENTS:  An imal  Hand ler ,  Dr iver ,  Exper t
Horsemansh i  p

S P E C I A L  P O S S . :  R i d i n g  h o r s e

M e n d a i ,  a  w i d o w e r  o f  f o r t y ,  h a s  t r a v e l e d  D a r o k
ex tens ive ly  as  a  war r io r  and a  wagonmaster ,  and knows a
great  dea l  o f  lo re  and inc identa l  in fo rmat ion  about  the
t e r r a i n  s u r r o u n d i n g  G h e e .  H e  w i l l  p a s s  o n  h i s  k n o w l e d g e
f ree ly  to  those he  respec ts  (and he  respec ts  those who
unders tand honor ,  and t rea t  the i r  fe l  low men w i th
d e f e r e n c e ) .  H e  c a r e s  l i t t l e  a b o u t  m o n e y ,  a l t h o u g h  h e
has a  smal  l  hoard  saved to  g ive  to  h is  daughter  when
a n d  i f  s h e  m a r r i e s  ( T F = 5 ) .  H i s  l o v e s  a r e  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,
a n d  h i  s  w o r k ;  h i  s  o w n  h o r s e  F i r e f l y  i  s  e x c e l  l e n t l y
t r a i n e d ,  b u t  w i l l  o n l y  r e s p o n d  t o  M a n d a i , s  c o m m a n d s .
(P layer  charac ters  w i th  thoughts  o f  horse  th ievery  may
t h u s  b e  i n  f o r  a n  u n p l e a s a n t  s u r p r i s e . )

K e r i s s i a n  S T  1 0  D X  1 3 ( 1 1 )  I Q  1 0  M A  1 0- - - - - -T fm0NS:  
S l  ing  (1 -2) ,  t , lh ip  (1 -1)

ARl , tOR:  Leather  ( -2  h i ts )
T A L E N T S :  D r i v e r ,  W h e e l w r i g h t ,  H o r s e m a n s h i p ,

A n i m a l  H a n d l e r ,  L i t e r a c y
S P E C I A L  P 0 S S . :  R i d i n g  h o r s e

K e r i s s i a n  i s  a  r a i l - t h i n  g i r l  o f  s i x t e e n  w i t h  l o n g
d a r k  h a i r ,  a  s a r c a s t i c  w i t ,  a n d  a  s p i r i t  a s  b r a s h  a s
a n y  m a l e  i n  G h e e .  S h e  h a s  t a k e n  o n  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  o l d
d u t i e s ,  a c c o m p a n y i n g  t h e  c a r a v a n s  t o  S h a y l l e  t o  p r o v i d e
emergency  wagon repa i r  sev ices  as  needed.  Though a l l
the  merchants  joke  w i th  her  c rude ly  about  sex ,  they  in
f a c t  k e e p  a  w a t c h f u l  e y e  o n  h e r  ( f o r  K e r i s s i a n  i s  s t i l l
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Daddy's  g i r l  and extremely innocent  about  mat ters of
t ne  

-nea i t ; .  
0n  he r  l as t  t r i p  t o  Shay l l e ,  Ke r i ss ian

caught  a g l impse of  Aleth-aan and was awed by the
la t i e r ' s  impos ing ,  ma ies t i c  p resence  -  s i nce  tha t  t ime '
she has t r ied to i tnprove her  own appearance'  and begun
to become aware of  her  own potent ia l  in f luence over
m e n .

9 )  G g r i l l a  J o g i s , G e n e r a l  S t o r e  -  T h e  s t o r e ,  n a m e d  f o r
t h e @ a n d s  i n s i d e  i t s  e n t r a n c e ,
se l l s  feed and too ls  and a  hos t  o f  odd i tems both
usefu l  and va lue less .  Even Embree the  propr ie to r  o f ten
does no t  know a l  l  the  conten ts  o f  h i  s  s to re ,  fo r
v a r i o u s  i t e m s  a r e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  m i x e d  t o g e t h e r  o n
l o n g  w o o d e n  s h e l v e s  o r  i n  l a r g e  b i n s .  A n  a d v e n t u r e r
s e e k i n g  s u p p l i e s  c a n  f i n d  m o s t  o f  w h a t  h e  n e e d s  h e r e ,
bu t  may have to  spend a  few hours  search ing  fo r  these
i t e m s .  T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  g o o d s  p u r c h a s e d  h e r e  i s  f a i r  t o
med iocre ,  a1  though Embree promi  ses  to  rep  l  ace  any
defec t ive  r , re rchand i  se  a t  no  cos t  to  the  buyer
( a d m i t t e d l y ,  t h i s  i s  s m a l l  c o n s o l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f e l  l o w
rappe l  1  ing  h i  s  way down a  c l  i f f  face  when the  rope
b r e a k s ,  b u t  ; .

Embree ST 13 DX 13 IQ 10  MA 10- -TEAPoNS:  
Dagger  (1 -1) ,  Srna l l  Ax  (1+2)

TALENTS:  Recogn ize  Va lue ,  Acute  Hear ing '
S w i m m i n g / D i v  i n g ,  D w a r v  i  s h

SPECIAL P0SS. :  Pouch o f  fake  gems (20)

T h e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  G o r i l l a  J o e ' s  i s  k n o w n  a s  t h e
b e s t  b a r g a i n e r  i n  G h e e ;  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  i s  k n o w n  a s
d a m n i n g  w i t h  f a i n t  p r a i s e .  E m b r e e  w i l l  u s u a l l y  g e t  a
somewhat  be t te r  p r ice  fo r  goods  than h is  compat r io ts  -

h e  s e l l s  a t  4 5 %  +  ( 2 D 6  X  5 % )  o f  n o r m a l  v a l u e .  D u e  t o
t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  E m b r e e  s e r v e s  a s  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  t h e
c a r a v a n s  t h a t  g o  t o  S h a y l l e  -  h e  h a s  o f  l a t e  m i s s e d
s o m e  o f  t h e s e  i o u r n e y s ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  o f  f a i l i n g
h e a l t h  ( a  c h r o n i c  s h o r t n e s s  o f  b r e a t h  t h a t  h i s  f r e q u e n t
v i s i t s  t o  M e l l e d i  h a v e ,  u n s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  n o t  c u r e d ) .

A s  n o t e d ,  E m b r e e  h a s  a  p o u c h  f i l l e d  w i t h  a  n u m b e r
o f  reasonab ly  good fake  gems in  h i  s  possess i0n
unfor tunate ly ,  he  ob ta ined them recent ly  as  payment  fo r
a  l a r g e  o r d e r  o f  s u p p l i e s .  E m b r e e  i s  l o o k i n g  t o  u n l o a d
t h e s e  " g e m s "  o n  s o m e  u n s u s p e c t i n g  s o u 1 ,  a n d  a l s o  f o r
the  purveyor  o f  th  i  s  t rade -  one Lekkev ic  "Lucky"

Braun,  a  fo re igner  to  Darok  who sa id  he  was bound fo r
D i h a d .  T h u s  f a r ,  h e  i s  u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b o t h  e n d e a v o r s .

I

SCENAR I O :

THE TREASURE OF ZIERO MHADDRAY

One o f  the  nros t  f requent  pa t rons  a t  the  loca l
t a v e r n  i n  G h e e  i s  o l d  D r a c o n u s .  D r a c o n u s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y
o l d  -  h e  c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a n  a r m y  s c o u t  t h e  l a s t
t ime the  Muipocans go t  as  fa r  as  Ghee,  and tha t  was  a t
l e a s t  4 0  y e a r s  a g o .  T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  D r a c o n u s  i s  a
d r u n r  ( h e ' l l  s w i l l  d o w n  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  a n y  t r a c e  o f
a l c o h o l  i n  i t ) ,  a n d  h e ' s  a l s o  o b n o x i o u s ,  p e r s o n a l l y  a n d
p h y s i c a l l y  ( i t  m u s t  b e  n e a r l y  t h a t  s a r n e  4 0  y e a r s  s i n c e
h e ' s  h a d  a  b a t h l ) .  T n e  o l d  m a n  w i l l  c h e e r f u l l y  b e n d  t h e
e a r  o f  a n y o n e  w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n  t o  h i r n  w i t h  h i s  s t o r i e s
o f  t h e  w a r  h e  w a s  i n  ( n o w  a b o u t  s i x  w a r s  b a c k ) ,  a n d
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  b u r i e d  t r e a s u r e .  F e w  o f
t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  G h e e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r
d e c a d e s  h a v e  p a i d  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  t o  h i s  t a l e  a b o u t  a
g r o u p  o f  l v l u i p o c a n s  h e  s p i e d  o n ,  w h o  h a d  i u s t  b u r i e d  a
c a c h e  o f  t r e a s u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  n o  o n e  h a s  e v e r
b e e n  a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o s t  c a c h e ;
nowadays ,  the  o ld  o runk  and h is  t reasure  are  regarded
as an  o ld  d runk  and h is  t reasure  -  few pay  e i ther  any
at ten t  i  on  .

I
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B u t ,  1 o  a n d  b e h o l d !  D r a c o n u s  s t o r y  i s  t r u e !  W h e n
he was in  the  army 40  years  ago,  he  c rep t  up  on  a  squad
of  enerny  so ld ie rs  who had apparent ly  go t ten  separa ted
f rom the i r  company,  and overheard  them work ing  up  a  map
f o r  t h e  s i t e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  b u r i e d  a  t r e a s u r e .  T h e
t r e a s u r e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  c h e s t  o f  g o l d e n  a n d  s . i l v e r
c o i n s  w i t h  s o m e  g e m s  a n d  p i e c e s  o f  j e w e l r y  t h a t  t h e y
had loo ted  f rom a  merchant  ou t  on  the  B loody  Road,  Some
o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  c h u c k l i n g  a b o u t  t h e  l o o k  o f  p u r e
i n d i g n a t i o n  o n  t h e  m a n , s  f a c e  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  k i . l l e d  h i m ,
and the  res t  o f  the  group o f  twe lve  were  check . ing  back
over  the  rou te  tha t  had brouqht  them there  f rom the
b u r i a l  p l a c e .  D r a c o n u s  r e m e m b e i s  q u i t e  v i v i d l  y  a l l  o f
t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  ( e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  l i t t l e  b i t ,  w h e n  h e
h a d  t o  s t ' i f l e  a n  i m p e n d i n g  s n e e z e  a n d  m i s s e d  h e a r i n g  i t
-  h o w e v e r ,  h e  d o e s n ' t  r e m e m b e r  n o t  h e a r i n g  t h e  l a s t
p a r t ) .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d ,  t h e  s q u a d  w a s  s u i r o u n d e d  b y
the  Darokans ,  and bu tchered,  save fo r  one who escaped
b y  f e i g n i n g  d e a t h  -  l e a v i n g  D r a c o n u s  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r
person who knew about  the  t reasure .  For  years .  he  t r ied
t o  f i n d  i t ,  b u t  w a s  n e v e r  s u c c e s s f u l ;  i a t e r ,  w h e n  h e
t r i e d  t o  t e l l  h i s  s t o r y  t o  o t h e r s  t o  g e t  s o m e  h e 1 p ,
t h e y ,  t o o ,  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e  s i t e .  S o o n ,  D r a c o n u s
a n d  h i s  t r e a s u r e  b e c a m e  a  l a u g h i n g s t o c k ,

T h e  o l d  m a n  d o e s n , t  m i n d  b e i n g  l a u g h e d  d t ,  n o r
d o e s  h e  m i n d  h i s  t r e a s u r e  b e i n g  m a d e  f u n  0 f ,  b u t  h e
does want  to  ge t  someth ing  ou t  o f  a l . l  the  amusement
h e ' s , p r o v i d i n g  f o r  o t h e r s .  H e  c a n ,  a n d  w i l l ,  g i v e  a 1 l
t h e  c l u e s  t o  a n y o n e  w h o  s h o w s  t h e  l e a s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s
s t o r y ,  b u t  h e  l i k e s  t o  b e  c o a x e d  a  b i t  -  b y  h . i s
favor i te  method,  a  mug or  two o f  the  f ie ry  concoc t ion
f a v o r e d  i n  t h e  v i l  l a g e .

E a r l y  o n  h e  w i l l  t e l l  h o w  ' , y e h  z t a h t  f u m  L o o k o u t
R o c k ,  a n d  y e h  g a w  e a z d ,  n a h ,  m i n ,  y e h ,  d o o  e a z d ,  ' b o u t
f a h r  k i l o m e t e r .  T h a r  y e h , l l  f i n '  o 1 e  h o w z ,  z d o n e  h o w z ,
c r u m b l  i n '  w a y  e v e n  t h e n . "  A  f a r a w a y  l o o k  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n
t h e  o l d  m a n ' s  e y e s ,  a n d  h e  w i l l  l e t  h i s  v o i c e  s l i d e  o f f
f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  t h e n  w h i s p e r  w i s t f u l l y ,  , , Z h o r  m e k s  a  m a n
a  m i t e  t h u r z d y ,  t e l l i n '  a  t a l e  l a k  t h i z .  M a h  t h r o a o , z
g e t t i n '  a w r f u l  d r y  ' n '  m a h t e e  z k r a t c h y  o n  t n e . , '  t J h e n
s o m e o n e  f i n a l  l y  p r o c u r e s  h i m  a  d r i n k ,  h e , l  I  d r a i n  i t ,
a n d  h a p p i l y  c o n t i n u e ;  i f  n o  f r e e  d r i n k  a p p e a r s  t o  b e
f o r t h c o m i n g ,  h e  w i l l  t r y  o n e  r n o r e  c l u e ,  t h e n  l o s e
i n t e r e s t  a n d  w a n d e r  a w a y  -  t h e r e , s  n o  p r o f i t  i n  b e i n q
l a u g h e d  a t  w h i l e  o r y .  " N a h  y e h  g a t {  z o u t ' e a z o  f u m  t ' o l e
z d o n e  h o w z  m e b b e  h a f f a  k i l o m e t e r  t i l l  v e h  q e t  t o  t h e
N e e d l e  Z p i r e .  G o d d a  c l i m o  Z p i r e  t , z e e . i  T n i s  i s  t h e
l a s t  b i t  o f  f r e e  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( o r  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e ;  t h e
p l a y e r s  m a y  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a  o r i n k  i n v e s t e d  a n d  i n g e s t e o )
a n y  g r o u p  w i l l  g e t ;  f r o m  t h i s  p o i n t ,  a l l  c l u e s  c o m e  o n
a  I  p e r  d r i n k  m i n i m u m  b a s i s .

" Y I I ] I I I I T * - T = I
T h e  T r e a s u r e  t r  ( {

z i e r o  M h a d d r a y  ) f

I f  D r a c o n u s  i s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  g i v e  a n  h o n e s t  c l u e ,  h e
w i l l  u s u a l 1 y  r e p e a t  o n e  h e  h a s  a l r e a d y  g i v e n ;  o n  a  1 "  o n
1 D ,  h e  w i l l  g i v e  a  m i s l e a d i n g  c l u e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e
d i s t a n c e s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  c l u e s  w i l l  a l r n o s t  a l w a y s  b e  o f f
b y  a  f a c t o r  o f  2  -  e i t h e r  t w i c e  a s  f a r  a s  t h e y , s h o u l d
b e  o r  h a l f  a s  f a r  -  a n d  t h e  d i s t a n c e  w i l l  c h a n q e  o n  t h e
r e p e a t s  o f  t h e  c l u e s .

T h e  f u l l  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  t r e a s u r e  s h o u l d  b e
f o l  l o w e d  o n  t h e  m a p  b e l o w ;  t h e  v e r b a l  d i r e c t i o n s  a r e
g i v e n  b e 1 o w .  I f  D r a c o n u s  i s  b r o u g h t  a l o n g ,  h e  g e t s  a
3 / lQ SR a t  each po in t  o f  the  t reasure  t ra i l  to  remember
t h e  c o r r e c t  d i r e c t i o n s .

I h e  D i r e c t i o n s

1 )  S t a r t  a t  L o o k o u t  R o c K .
( T h i s  i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  w h e r e  D r a c o n u s  o v e r h e a r d  t h e
s o l d i e r s ;  t h e  R o c k  i s  a  c o m m o n  l a n d m a r k  i n  t h e  a r e a ,
a n d  a n y  G h e e m a n  c a n  d i r e c t  a  p a r t y  t o  i t ) .

2 )  G o  d u e  e a s t  2 k m  t o  t h e  s i t e  o f  a n  o l d  s t o n e  n o u s e .
( 0 n 1 y  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  o l d  h o u s e  a r e  v i s i b l e
now;  even in  Draconus '  you th ,  the  house had been a
crumbl ing  wreck .  I t  f iay  be  necessary  fo r  the  par ty
t o  s e a r c h  a  b i t  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  r u i n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
s i n c e  t h e y ' 1 1  1 i k e 1 y  b e  l o o k i n g  e i t h e r  a t  l k m  f r o m
t h e  R o c k  o r  4 k m . )

3 )  G o  n o r t h e a s t  l k m  t o  N e e d l e  S p i r e ;  c l i m b  u p  t h e  S p i r e
a n d  s i g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  N e e d l e ' s  E y e .

( T h e  S p i r e  i s  a  s l i m  1 0 m  n e e d l e  o f  r o c k ,  w i t h  a
ledge about  3m f rom the  top ;  when one s tands  on  the

out  of  h im.  l . lse the tabl  e
fo r  a  good  c1ue ,  based  on
has consumed (  rernember,
c  l  ue  pe r  d r i nk )  :

D r i n k  #

below to determine the chance
the number of  dr inks Draconus
FM, no more than one honest

Hones t  C lue  on
z 0r  more on lD
3 or  more on 1D
4 or  more on 1D
5 or more on l,D

I t o z
3 t o 5
6 t o 9
1 0  p l  u s
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For  each dr ink  Draconus ge ts  to  pour  down h . i  s  z \ - -^ .v l
c a p a c i o u s  g u l l e t ,  t h e r e  i s  a  c h a n c e  h e  w i l l  d i v u l g e  . v ^ v . J
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l e d g e  a n d  l o o k s  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i n c i - c r e a t e d  s l  i t  i n  t h e
r o c [ , ,  o n e  w i l l  ] o o k  d u e  e a s t .  T h e  N e e d l e  i s  f a i r l y
e a s y  t 0  r e c o g n i z e ,  s i n c e  i t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t
' l o o k s  

t o  b e  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  a  n e e d l e  f o r  2 5 k m  a r o u n d .
The F l i l  shou ld  requ i re  a  4 /DX SR fo r  those t ry ing  to
c l i m b  t h e  S p i r e ,  3 / D X  f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  t h e  C l i m b i n g
t a l e n t . )

4 )  Go to  the  ta l les t  p ine  one can see th rough the  Eye
of  the  Need le ;  i t  s tands  nex t  to  a  s t ream'  and is  about
1 k m  f r o m  t h e  S p i r e .

(For ty  years  ago,  there  was a  40m p ine  nex t  to  the
f i rs t  s t rearn  one came to ;  i t  was  b las ted  to  p ieces
b y  l i g h t n i n g  i n  a  h u g e  s t o r m  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o  -  a
f a c t  o f  w h i c h  D r a c o n u s  i s  n o t  c o g n i z a n t  -  a n d  i s  n o w
on ly  a  3m s tump.  Another  f f ie ,  some 30m ta l l  s tands
bes ide  a  para l  1e l  s t ream about  ha l f -a -km fa r ther
e a s t  -  t h i s  i s  t h e  p i n e  w h i c h  t h e  g r o u p  w i l l  s e e .  I f
t h e  g r o u p  h a s  f i g u r e d  o u t  t h a t  D r a c o n u s  g i v e s  b a d
measurements ,  they  may loca te  the  cor rec t  t ree . )

5 )  Cross  the  s t rean,  and go  ha l f -a -km to  the  nex t
s t r e a f l r ,  w h i c h  h a s  a  l o g  b r i d g e ,  C r o s s  a g a i n '

( T n e  t r a c k s  o f  t h e  c l u e s  n o w  b e g i n  t o  g e t  a  b i t
tang led .  Ha l f -a -km f rom the  b l  as ted  t ree  i  s  the
n o w - t a l  l e s t  t r e e ;  i t  h a s  a  1 o g  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e
s t r e a m  w h i c h  r u n s  n e x t  t o  i t .  H a l f - a - k m  f u r t h e r  o n
i s  a n o t h e r  s t r e a m  w i t h  a  l o g  b r i d g e  o v e r  i t .  I f  t h e
p l a y e r s  t h i n k  t o  l o o k ,  t h e  s e c o n d  b r i d g e  i s  v e r y
o b v i o u s l y  l e s s  t h a n  4 0  y e a r s  o 1 d . )

6 )  F o l l o w  t h e  s t r e a m  u p  t o  i t s  f i r s t  j o i n i n g .
( l n  b o t h  c a s e s ,  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a b o u t  o n e - a n d - a - h a l f
K m .  I

7 )  C r o l s  a n d  f o l l o w  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  b r a n c h  t o  t h e  t r i p l e
t r e e .

(Tr ip le - t runked t rees  are  no t  uncommon.  There 's  one
about  2km up f rom the  branch ing  o f  the  cor rec t
s t ream,  and another  about  one-and-a-ha l f  k rn  ups t rean
o f  t h e  f i r s t ,  0 n  t h e  i n c o r r e c t  s t r e a m ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e s
happen to  be  about  the  same. )

B )  G o  d u e  e a s t  t o  t h e  b i g  r o c k .
( A b o u t  l k m  e a s t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t r i p l e  t r e e  o n  t h e
f i r s t  p a r a ' l l e l  s t r e a m ,  t h e r e  i s  a  h u g e  r o c k ,  s o m e
3 0 m  t a l l  a n d  4 0 m  a c r o s s  i t s  b a s e .  U n r n i s t a k e a b l y ,  i t
i s  the  _q jg  rock .  About  2km f ro tn  the  f i rs t  t r ip le
t ree  u lJ  t f te  wrong s t rean,  i s  another  huge rock ,  a
memento  o f  whatever  carved the  Land ou t  o f  the
m o u n t a i n s ,  w h i c h  i s  a l s o  u n m i s t a k e a b l y  t h e  ! 1 9
r 0 c K .  J

9 )  T h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  a r e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a
s l i g h t  r i d d l e :

S tand a t  midmorn ing 's  t ree .
l4ove f i f ty paces east of the third tree south-

( T h i  s  i  s  t h e  p a r t  D r a c o n u s  d i d n ' t  h e a r .  )
F i f t y  paces  nor th  sha l l  You d ig .

( M i d m o r n i n g  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  9 : 0 0 a m ;  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,
t h e  b i g  r o c k ' s  s h a d o w  j u s t  h a p p e n s  t o  t o u c r l  o n e
p a r t i c u l a r  o l d  a p p l e  t r e e .  A s  i t  h a p p e n s ,  t h e  t h i r d
t ree  south  is  about  100m away f rom the  shadowed one.
T h e  g r o u p  w i l l  d e s c r i b e  a  n e a t  s p i r a l  i f  t h e y  c a n
f i g u r e  o u t  t h e  P u z z l e . )

I f  the  par ty  shou ' ld  go  to  the  wrong s t ream and
f o l l o w  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e r e ,  w h e n  t h e y  r e a c h  t h e
b i g  r o c k  o n  t h a t  p a t h ,  t h e y  w i l l  f i n d  e v i d e n c e  o f
r e i e n t  d i g g i n g ;  t h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  f r e s h l y  t u r n e d
p i l e s  o f  e a r t h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a n d  a b o u t  t h e  a r e a
w h i c h  w o u l o  b e  t h e  c o r r e c t  s i t e  i f  t h e  r i g h t  t r a i l  h a d
b e e n  f o l l o w e d .  G e r e n z  L o n g h a n d s ,  t h e  o n l y  g r a n d s o n  o f
t h e  o n l y  s u r v i v o r  o f  t h e  g r o u p ,  h a s  s l i p p e d  i n t o  D a r o k
wi th  the  idea o f  recover ing  the  t reasure  he  has  heard
h is  do tard  grandfa ther  speak  o f  so  many t i rnes .  I f  the
p l a y e r s  a r r i v e  i n  t h ' i s  a r e a ,  G e r e n z  w i l l  b e  h i d d e n  i n
the- t rees ,  hav ing  heard  thern  coming a  long way o f f ;  he

w i I  I  I i s t e n  c a r e f u l 1 y ,  a n d ,  i f  t h e  p l a y e r s  a p p e a r  t 0
have in fo rmat ion  he  does  no t  possess ,  may shadow them
at  a  respec tab l  e  d i  s tance.  Shou l  d  the  par ty  I  a te r

d iscover  the  b las ted  t ree  and re tu rn  to  the  r igh t
t r a c k ,  G e r e n z  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  w a t c h  t h e m  ( h o p i n g - t h e y

wi  l  l  become d i  scouraged and leave (  a  rea l  poss ib i  l  i t y ,
s ' i n c e  o n l y  G e r e n z  k n o w s  t h e  l a s t  l i n e  o f  c l u e  9 ) .  I f
the  groTp cor rec t ly  no t ices  the  b las ted  t ree ,  and takes
the  io r rec t  pa th ,  there  is  a lso  a  chance (9  o r  be t te r
o n  2 D )  t h a t  G e r e n z  w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y '  a n d  w i l l
b e g i n  t o  t r a i l  t h e m  ( t h i s  c h a n c e  s h o u l d  b e  a d j u s t e d  u p
or  down,  depend ing  on  the  amount  o f  no ise  the  par ty  i s
m a k i n g  -  a  g o o d  a r g u m e n t  c a r r i e s l ) .  I f  i t  s h o u l d  b e c o m e
apparent  tha t  the  par ty  rea l l y  in tends  to  s tay  fo r  the
d u r a t i o n ,  a n d  d i g  u p  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a ,  y o u n g  G e r e n z  w i l l
r e g r e t f u l l y  s w a l l o w  h i s  p r i d e  a n d  t r e a t  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p '
o f i e r i n q  t i l  s p l i t  5 0 - 5 0  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  c l u e
(and 16ok ' ing  therea f te r  fo r  some way to  re l ieve  the
p a r t y  o f  t h e i r  h a l f ) .

G e r e n z  L o n q h a n d s  S T  1 1  D X  1 4 ( 1 3 )  I Q  1 0  M A  8----TEImilSaTapier (1), Dasser ( 1-1)
ARt lOR:  C lo t l r  ( -1  h i t )

TALENTS:  Fenc ing ,  Acute  Hear ing ,  Bow,  Horsemansh ip

G e r e n z  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  y o u n g  m a n ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n
hear ing  the  s to ry  o f  the  t reasure  h is  g randfa ther  had
h e l p e d  t o  b u r y  i n  D a r o k ,  a n d  t h e  e n s u i n g  n a r r o w  e s c a p e
some 40 years  back ,  s ince  he  was a  smal l  boy .  Be ing  a
r a t h e r  i m a g i n a t i v e  s o r t ,  h i s  f a n c y  w s  f i r e d  b y  t h e
t a l e ,  a n d  i h e n  h e  c a m e  o f  a g e  ( G e r e n z  i s  o n l y  1 8 ) ,  h e
s k i p p e d  o f f  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  t r a i l  a n d  f i n d  t h e  t r e a s u r e .
H e  f o l  l o w e d  h i  s  g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  i n s t r u c t  i o n s  c a r e f u l  l y '
b u t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  h e ' s  f o u n d  i n  a l l  t h e  h o l e s  h e ' s  d u g
so fa r  has  been a l l  the  d i r t  he  took  ou t  o f  thern .
G e r e n z  i s  g e t t i n g  a  l i t t l e  t i r e d  o f  d i g g i n g ,  b u t  h e ' s
s u r e  t h e  o l d  m a n  w a s n ' t  l y i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  c h e s t  i u s t  h a s
to  be  around here  sontewhere .  As  i t  happens,  the  f i rs t
h o l e  h e  d u g  w o u . l d  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e ,  i f  h e
h a d  f o u n d  t h e  r i g h t  t r e e  a n d  s t r e a m  c o m b i n a t i o n .

lJn for tunate ly  fo r  Gerenz  (  and fo r  whoever  e l  se
d i g s  u p  t h e  t r e a s u r e  c h e s t ) ,  t h e  t r e a s u r e  c h e s t  h a s  a
s p e c t r a l  g u a r d i a n ,  o f  w h i c h  n o  o n e  ' i s  a w a r e .  Z i e r o
M h a d d r a y , - t h e  m e r c h a n t  w h o  w a s  s l a i n  f o r  h i s  c h e s t  o f
c o i n s  a n d  j e w e l s ,  w a s  s o  i n d i g n a n t  w h e n  h e  w a s  k i l l e d
(because he  neeoed the  money the  ches t  represented  to
n i r  t o  s a v e  h i s  a i  l i n g  b u s i n e s s  i n  T r e v a l i a )  t h a t  h e
became a  spec t re .  He has  remained in  the  area  (bu t  no t
th rough cho ice  -  he  seems to  be  bound to  re tu rn  to  the
c h e s t  a n d  i t s  c o n t e n t s ) ,  a n d  w i l l  a p p e a r  s h o r t l y  i f
a n y o n e  d i g s  u p  t h e  c h e s t .  T h e  f i r s t  i t e m  a  d e . l v e r  w i l l
r e a c h  i f  l n e  p a r t y  a r e  d i g g i n g  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  p l a c e  i s  a
s k e . l e t o n ,  a l l  t h a t  r e n t a i n s  o f  t h e  b o d y  o f  Z i e r o .  T h e
s o l d i e r s  d i d n ' t  k i l l  h i m  r i g h t  a w a y ,  b u t  d r a g g e d  h i m
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e m  u n t i l  i t  l o o k e d  a s  i f  t h e y  h a d  b e e n
s u r r o u n d e d  a n d  m i g h t  p o s s i b l y  b e  c a p t u r e d ;  t h e  s q u a d
k n e w  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  s n e a k  t h r o u g h  e n e m y  l i n e s  w i t h  t h e
I  i k e l y - t o - s q u a l  I  m e r c h a n t  o n  t h e i r  h a n d s ,  s o  t h e  m e n
s i m p l y  k i l l e d  h i m  a n d  b u r i e d  h i m  a t o p  h i s  o w n  c h e s t .

I t  i s  v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  Z i e r o  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s
t r i p ,  b u t  h e  c a n n o t  m o v e  t h e  c h e s t  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  n e e d s
n e l p - t o  d o  s o .  T h e  s p e c t r e  i s  n o t  b l o o d t h i r s t y ;  h e  w i l l
b a r g a i n  w i t h  a n y  w h o  d i g  u p  t h e  c h e s t ,  e v e n  o f f e r i n g
t n e i  a  s m a l  I  p o r t i o n  o f  i t s  c o n t e n t s  i f  t h e y  w i  I  I
t r a n s p o r t  i t ,  a n d  h i s  b o n e s  -  h e  d o e s  k n o w  h e ' s  d e a d '

b u t  n o t  h o w  l o n g  -  t o  T r i y a l ,  c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  T r e v a l i a ,
w h e r e  h e  h a d  h i s  b u s i n e s s  ( f o r  t h e  n o n c e '  F M s  a r e
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d e s i g n i n g  t h e  r e m a i n d e r , o f  t h a t  p o r t i o n

of  tn  i  s  adventure  themse lves  -  "Treva l  i  a "  w i  l  l  be  ou t
w h e n  t i m e  p e r m i t s ) .  H e  h a s  a  p o w e r  w h i c h  m i g h t  h e l p

e n f o r c e  h i s  r e q u e s t ;  s p e c t r e s  c a n  C u r s e ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e
e f f i cacy  o f  the  mag ic  spe l l ,  and  

-ThTS 
curse  a f fec ts

a n y o n e  w i t h i n  t h e  s p e c t r e ' s  m e g a h e x .  T h e  s p e c t r e  * l ] l
a l w a y s  t r a i l  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n  i n  a  g r o u p ,  b u t  w i l l
a t tempt  to  a f fec t  as  many peop le  o f  tha t  g roup as
p o s s i b l e  w i t h  t h e  C u r s e ;  s p e c t r e s  o n l y  t r a i l  a n d  C u r s e
if i l reir requests aTE-i6t acceded to'
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W i t h i n  t h e  c h e s t ,  w h i c h  i s  s e c u r e d  w i t h  a n  L 4
1 o c k ,  t h e r e  i s  a p p r o x i r n a t e l y  $ 3 , 6 0 0  i n  c o i n s  a n d  g e m s ,
a n d  t w o  p i e c e s  o f  w e l l  m a d e  j e w e l r y  -  a  t i a r a  o f  s j l v e r
a n d  s m a l l  d i a m o n d s  ( v a l u e d  a t  $ 4 , 8 0 0 )  a n d  a  c o l l a r  m a d e
o f  g o l d e n  s q u a r e s  l i n k e d  t o g e t h e r  ( v a l u e d  a t  9 1 , 6 0 0 ) .
0 n 1 y  t h e  c o i n s  a n d  g e m s  a r e  1 i k e 1 y  t o  b r i n g  f u l I
i m m e d i a t e  v a l u e ;  t h e  j e w e l r y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  s o 1 d ,  a n d
there  are  no t  many peop le  in  Darok  capab le  o f  buy ing
p ieces  so  expens ive  (and those who can,  can a f fo rd  to
h a v e  t h e  s e l  l e r s  " p a c i f i e d " )  .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e
C u r s e  o f  t h e  s p e c t r e .  Z i e r o  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e
! T i [  t n e  $ 3 , 6 0 0  i n  c o i n s  a n d  g e m s ,  i f  t h e y  w i l l
d e l i v e r  t h 9  t w o  p i e c e s  o f  j e w e l r y  t o  T r i y a l ;  i f  t h e y
i g n o r e  h i m  ( a f t e r  a 1 l ,  h e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  r e l a t i v e l y
h a r m l e s s  g h o s t ) ,  a n d  s i m p l y  t a k e  t h e  l o o t ,  t h e  s p e c t r e
w i l l  t r a i l  t h e  p a r t y  a n d  a p p l y  h i s  C u r s e .  I f  t h e  p a r t y
s h o u l d  s p l i t  u p ,  o r  s p l i t  u p  t h e  l o o = T l  Z i e r o  M h a d d r a y
w i l l  f o l l o w  w h i c h e v e r  p e r s o n  t a k e s  t h e  t i a r a ;  u n t i l  t h e
t i a r a  i s  i n  T r i y a l  ( a n d  Z i e r o  l e a r n s  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f
h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  s o m e  3 5  y e a r s  a g o ,  w h e n  h e  f a i l e d  t o
r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e  t r i p  t o  S o u k h o r ) ,  t h e  s p e c t r e  w i l l  d o g
h i s  t r a i l ,  e v e n  a p p e a r i n g  b e s i d e  h i m  o n  o c c a s i o n .

Z ie ro  Mhaddray  IQ 15  MA 9----Smf$-Mage 
Sight (no cost),

Curse J3-po-ff i f ,  no cost)

, r a r o  , u ,  a  r a t h e r  c o r p u l e n t  m a n  i n  l i f e ,  a n d
s t i 1 1  a p p e a r s  t h a t  w a y ,  D u e  t o  h i s  s i z e ,  h e  w a s  r a t h e r
s l o w  m o v i n g ,  A s  a  s p e c t r e ,  h e  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  C u r s e
( t o  a l t e r  p r o b a b i l i t y  o n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s '  d i e  r o l l s J  a n y
c h a r a c t e r s  w i t h i n  h i s  m e g a h e x ;  h e  n a y  a f f e c t  a n y  d i e
ro l l  un favorab ly  fo r  any  o f  the  charac ters  in  range by
a s  m u c h  a s  t h r e e  p o i n t s  ( c h a n g i n g  a  1 5  t o  a n  l B  o n  a" t o  h i t "  r o l 1 ,  o r  a  3  t o  a  0  o n  a  d a r n a g e  r o 1 1 ,  e t c . ) .
H e  w i l I  u s e  h i s  p o w e r  t o  m a k e  l i f e  m i s e r a b l e  f o r  t h e
d e f a u l t i n g  p o s s e s s o r  o f  t h e  t i a r a ,  i f  h e  d o e s  n o t  a t
l e a s t  a t t e m p t  t o  d e l i v e r  i t  t o  Z i e r o , s  o l d  o f f i c e s  i n
Tr iya l  .

LIFE ON THE PLAINS

Al though there are three Freeho l  ds scat tered
ac ross  the  g rassy  l ow lanos  o f  Da rok ,  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f
t he  savannah  i s  open  p1a in ,  i nhab i t ed  p r imar i l y  by
w i l d l i f e  and  t rave rsed  i n  many  a reas  by  t he  c ruoes t  o f
t r a i l s .  None the less ,  a  va r i e t y  o f  peop le  a l so  occupy
these  reg ions ,  ope ra t i ng  i n  sma . l l  bands  tha t  make  the i r
1  i v i ng  by  hun t i ng ,  ho rseb reak ing ,  o r  t he f t .  P laye r
characters may have been born and ra ised in such a
1i fe,  choose one of  these professions as a temporary
source of  employment ,  or  encounter  these inhabi tants
du r i ng  the i r  own  j ou rneys  ac ross  t he  p l  a i ns .  Th i  s
sec t i on  desc r i bes  the  l i f es t y l es  o f  t he  p la insmen  o f
Darok,  suggests some ways to s imulate the p ly ing of
thei r  pr imary t rade of  horsebreaking,  and descr ibes a
few  i n t roduc to ry  scena r i os  conce rn ing  these  ac t i v i t i es .

The Horsebreakers-Th-e-- tarTous 
groups engaged in horsebreaking are

the  mos t  numerous  i nhab i t an ts  o f  t he  w i l d  g rass lands ,
and  the  mos t  economica l l y  success fu l  as  we l l .  The  w i l d
s ta l l i ons  o f  Da rok  a re  o f  gene ra l l y  good  s tock ,  s t rong
and sturdy steeds sui ted to long hard t ravel ;  these
beasts const i tu te one of  the pr inc ipal  export  goods of
the county. The men and women who capture and tame the
steeds are a st range mix of  characters t ' ,ho of ten share
l  i t t l e  excep t  t he  requ i s i t e  sk i l l s  o f  ho rsemansh ip  and
the desi re to operate f ree f ronr  the restr ic t ions of
l oca l  gove rnmen t .

Most  horsebreaking groups are extended fami  ly
un i t s  o f  abou t  5  t o  25  peop le ,  whose  sk i l l s  have  been
passed  down  th rough  seve ra l  gene ra t i ons .  These  fam i l i es

tend to  be  very  c lose-kn i t ,  and o f ten  look  w i th  ex t reme
c i i s f a v o r  o n  t h e i r  s o n s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s  a b a n d o n i n g  t h e i r
t r a d i t i o n a l  t r a d e  t o  p u r s u e  a  m i l i t a r y  o r  a d v e n t u r e r , s
I  i fe .  Cons iderab ly  more  ra re ,  bu t  somet imes very
success fu l ,  a re  the  teams o f  independent  horsemen who
b a n d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h o u t  b l o o d  t i e s .  T h e s e  a l l i a n c e s  a r e
o f ten  fo rmed a t  the  Horse  Marke t  in  Shay11e,  o r  th rough
c h a n c e - - m e e t i n g s  o n  t h e  t r a i l .  T h e s e  p a i r i n g s ,  t h o u g h
genera l l y  based on  mutua l  respec t  a t  the  ou tse t ,  a ie
o f t e n  v o l a t i l e ,  a n d  v i o l e n t  f a l l i n g s - o u t  b e t w e e n  f o r m e r
par tners  a re  no t  a t  a l l  uncommon.

A b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  p l a i n s  c l a n s  e s t a b l i s h  s o m e
sor t  o f  permanent  homestead or  base o f  opera t ions ,  to
prov ide  she l te r  in  the  w in te r  months  and a  somewhat
r e l  i a b l e  p l a c e  t o  s t a b l e  a n d  t r a i n  t h e i r  s t o c k .  T h e
r e m a i n d e r  l e a d  a  v e r y  n o m a d i c  e x i s t e n c e ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e
h e r d s  a c r o s s  t h e  P l a i n s ,  a n d  l i v i n g  o u t  o f  t e n t s  o r
temporary  she l te rs .  Occas iona l l y ,  two or  more  groups
m a y  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  d i s p u t e  o v e r  r i g h t s  t o  a
p a r t i c u l a r  t e r r i t o r y ,  w h i c h  c a n  e s c a l a t e  i n t o  a  s e r i o u s
b l o o d  f e u d  t h a t  m a y  j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  i n n o c e n t
t rave le rs  as  we l l  as  the  contba tan ts .  The au thor i ty  o f
t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  S h a y l l e  m e a n s  l i t t l e  o u t  o n  t h e  p l a i n s ;
a n d  w h e n  s q u a b b l e s  b e t w e e n  m e n  b r e a k  o u t ,  i t  i s  u s u a l l y
t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  c o l d  s t e e l  t h a t  c a r r i e s  t h e  d a y .

THE FINE ART OF HORSEBREAKING

Those p layers  who w ish  to  exper ience the  joys  and
h a r d s h i p s  o f  l i f e  o n  t h e  r a n g e  m a y  t r y  t h e i r  h a n d  a t
c a p t u r i n g  a n d  b r e a k i n g  h o r s e s ,  e i t h e r  a l o n e  o r  b y
j o i n i n g  u p  w i t h  a n  e x i s t i n g  c l a n .  A t ' l e a s t  h a l f  t h e
p a r t y  s h o u l d  h a v e  b a s i c  H o r s e m a n s h i p  s k i 1 1 s ,  a n d ,  i f
t h e y  a r e  s e e k i n g  t o  g o  i t  a l o n e ,  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h e
par ty  shou ld  be  an  Exper t  Horseman ( fo r  the  group to
have any  rea . l  chance o f  success) .

( )ne  member  o f  the  par ty  must  be  des ignated  as  the
l e a d e r  o r  " t r a i 1  b o s s " ;  t h e  t r a i l  b o s s  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r  m a k i n g  s a v i n g  r o l l s  a g a i n s t  h i s  a b i l i t i e s  w h e n
c r i s i s  s i t u a t i o n s  d e v e l o p  a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l .  T h e  t r a i l
b o s s  s h o u l d  p o s s e s s ,  i d e a l l y ,  t h e  E x p e r t  H o r s e m a n s h i p ,
W o o d s m a n ,  a n d  T a c t i c s  t a l e n t s .  F o r  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e
a b o v e  t a l e n t s  t h a t  h e  l a c k s ,  a d d  o n e  d i e  t o  t h e  n o r m a l
s a v i n g  r o l  1  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

T h e  s i z e  a n d  s k i l l s  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  p a r t y  w i l l  a l s o
h a v e  s o m e  i n f l u e n c e  o n  i t s  c h a n c e s  o f  s u c c e s s ,  T h e
a v e r a g e  h o r s e b r e a k i n g  p a r t y  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  6  t o  B  m e n
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t r a i l  b o s s .  A  s m a l l e r  p a r t y  w i l l  f i n d  i t
d i f f i c u l t  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  h e r d ,  w h i l e  l a r g e r
p a r t i e s  w i  l  I  t e n d  t o  m o v e  r a t h e r  n o i  s i  l y  (  i n c r e a s i n g
chances  o f  de tec t ion) ,  and may o f ten  f ind  the i r  meager
earn ings  sp l i t  among too  many hands to  make the  venture
p r o f i t a b l e .  T h e  t a b l e  b e l o w  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f
v a r i o u s  p a r t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o n  t h e  g r o u p ' s  c h a n c e s  o f
b e i n g  o b s e r v e d  b y  a  h e r d ,  a n d  o n  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  s a v i n g
r o l l s  m a d e  b y  t h e  t r a i l  b o s s  d u r i n g  t h e  d r i v e .

PARTY EFFECTS

P ar ty Trai l  Boss Discovery
Character is t ic  Adjustment  Adjustment

4 o r 5
6 t o B
9 t o 1 2

13 to 16
17 or  more

+10
0

- i
- ?
- 3

- 1
0

+1
+2
+4

Less than hal f  par ty  EXPERT +LD +2
Al l  o f  par ty  EXPERT H0RSEMEN -2 -1
More than hal f  par ty  know WHIP - i  0
Average adjDX of  par ty  14 or  15 -1 0
Average adjDX of  par ty  16 or  more -2 0
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T h e  s e c t i o n s  b e l o w  d e s c r i b e  t h e  v a r i o u s  p h a s e s  o f
s i g h t i n g ,  r o u n d i n g  U p ,  a n d  d r i v i n g  a  w i l d  h e r d ,  a n d
p r o v i d e  a  w o r k i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e s e  r u l e s .

S i g h t i n g
S i g h t i n g  r o 1 1 s  a r e  m a d e  o n  3 D .  I n  n o r m a l  s a v a n n a h ,

2  r o l l s  m a y  b e  m a d e  p e r  d a y ;  1 4  o r  g r e a t e r  i s  r e q u i r e d
t o  l o c a t e  a  " h e r d " .  0 n  t h e  P l a i n s  o f  S t a l l i o n s ,  3  r o l l s
per  day  are  permi t ted ,  and a  13  or  g rea ter  i s  requ i red
to  loca te  a  herd .  (F l , l ' s  Note :  i f  the  searchers  use  an
a r t i f a c t  o r  s p e l 1  o f  F a r  V i s i o n ,  s i g h t i n g  c h a n c e s
shou ld  be  grea t ly  inc reaTecf lTF-horses  are  s igh ted ,
the  loca t ion  and na ture  o f  the  herd  is  then de termined
b y  t h e  F M  t h r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  3  d i e  r o 1 1 s .  ( P r u d e n t  F M s
may w ish  to  genera te  severa l  herds  us ing  the  procedures
g i v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  p l a y  s e s s i o n  b e g i n s ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e
f l o w  o f  t h e  a d v e n t u r e . )

A )  Number  o f  beas ts .  Ro l l  2D :
DitmTI- Result

0nce the  method o f  approach has  been de termined,
t h e  F M  m a k e s  a  3 - d i e  r o l l  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  h e r d
"d iscovers"  the  par ty  in  t ime to  make an  a t tempt  to
f l e e  f r o m  i t .  S i n c e  s m e l l  i s  t h e  p r i m a r y  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  1 i k e 1 y  t o  o c c u r ,  w i n d  d i r e c t i o n  h a s
t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n f l u e n c e  o n  d i s c o v e r y  c h a n c e s .  I f  t h e
group is  approach ing  f rom upwind o f  the  herd ,  the  base
chance o f  d iscovery  i s  a  L4  or  g rea ter  on  30 ,  ' i f  f rom
downwind,  L0  or  g rea ter .  Th is  base number  i s  ad jus ted
b y  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  h e r d ,  h e r d i n g  p a r t y ,  a n d
a r e a  t e r r t a i n  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n s ,
and may a lso  be  fu r ther  ad jus ted  to  take  account  o f  the
f o l  l o w i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r s :

1 )  I f  t h e  p a r t y  i s  n r o v i n g  a t  a  f u l l  g a l l o p  ( l v l A  1 4
o r  m o r e ) ,  a d d  2  t o  t h e  d i e  r o l l  r e s u l t .

? - )  I f  t h e  p a r t y  i s  " c a u t i o u s l y  a p p r o a c h i n g "  a t  l e s s
t h a n  h a l f  s p e e d  ( M A  l e s s  t h a n  8 ) ,  s u b t r a c t  2
f r o m  t h e  d i e  r o l l  r e s u l t .  ( N o t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t
i f  t h i s  o p t i o n  i s  c h o s e n ,  t w o  [ r a t h e r  t h a n  o n e ]
d i s c o v e r y  r o 1 1 s  a r e  r n a d e ,  t o  r e f l e c t  i n c r e a s e d
t i m e  t a k e n  o n  t h e  a p p r o a c h ,  u n l e s s  a l l  m e m b e r s
o f  t h e  p a r t y  p o s s e s s  s i l e n t  m o v e m e n t  s k i l l s  a n d
s u c c e s s f u l l y  m a k e  a  3 / D X  s a v i n g  r o l l  t o  u t i l i z e
t h e m .  )

3 )  S u b t r a c t  L  f r o m  t h e  d i e  r o l l  r e s u l t  i f  t h e  p a r t y
m a k e s  c r e a t i v e  u s e  o f  a v a i l a b l e  c o v e r ,  o r  s h o u l d
e m p l o y  o t h e r  n o t e w o r t h y  t a c t i c s  ( i n t e l l i g e n t  u s e
o f  m a g i c a l  s p e 1 1 s  o r  a r t i f a c t s ,  e t c . ) .

4 )  I f  the  method o f  approach w i l l  take  more  than 5
g a m e  m i n u t e s  t o  s e t  u p ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  d i s c o v e r y
r o l l  i s  m a d e .

I f  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  r o l l  i s  m i s s e d ,  t h e  h e r d s m a n  m a y
b e g i n  t o  " d r i v e "  t h e  h e r d  t o  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  ( s e e
b e l o w ) .  I f  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  r o l l  i s  m a d e ,  t h e  h e r d  w i l l
a t t e m p t  t o  f l e e .  T h e  t r a i l  b o s s  m u s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  m a k e  a
5 / I Q  s a v i n g  r o l  l  ( a d j u s t e d  a p p r p r i a t e l y )  t o  r e g a i n
cont ro l  o f  the  herd ,  o r  some por t ion  o f  the  herd  w i . l ]
' i m m e d i a t e l y  e s c a p e  ( r o l I  2 D ) :

Resu I  t-24-
5 -B
9 - 1 0

LT-T2

I f  any  o f  the  herd  remains  a f te r  th is  p rocedure  is
comple ted ,  i t  may be  dr iven  toward  sa fe  re fuge.

T h e  D r i v e- - i -nce  
the  herd  has  been success f  u l  I  y  sur rounded,

the  herdsmen must  a t tempt  to  d r ive  the  beas ts  to  some
k ind  o f  o re-es tab l  i  sned n ian-made cor ra l  enc losure
(e i ther  temporary  o r  pern lanent  in  na ture) ,  o r  seek  ou t
some natura l  te r ra i  n  fea ture  I  i  ke  a  box  canyon to
s i m i l a r l y  c o n f i n e  t h e  h e r d .  W h i l e  m o v i n g  i n  t h i s
f a s h i o n ,  a  3 D  r o l l  i s  m a d e  e v e r y  I / 2  k m  t o  d e t e r m i n e
t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  h e r d :

3 -6
7 -LI

Large Herd
9nal I  Herd

# l(epresented
20 + 5D*

3D*
1

o f  S ta l  l  i ons

B)
i n

2 ,  L?  Lone  S ta l  1  i on
*  -  D o u b l e  r e s u l t  i f  o n  t h e  P l a i n s

R o l l  o n e  d i e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t e r r a i n
w h i c h  t h e  h e r d  i s  f o u n d ,  a n d  i t s cu r ren t  s ta tus :
1-3 Open ground -  herd gFalng.

Th i s  i s  t he  no rma l  c i r cums tanceunde r  wh i ch
on  d i scove rybeasts wi  l  I  be found (no ef fect

r o l l s  o r  t r a i l  b o s s  s a v i n g  r o l l s ) .
4 0pen ground -  herd moving.

The presence o f  a  mov ing  ta rge t  w i l l  reduce the
ef fec t  i veness  o f  the  herders  (+Z to  a l  l  t ra i  l
b o s s  s a v i n g s  r o l l s ;  € . 9 . ,  d  r o l l e d  1 3  w o u l d  b e
t r e a t e d  a s  a  1 5 ) .

5  H i g h  g r o u n d  ( r i d g e ,  h i l l t o p )  -  g r a z i n g .
The herd  is  ga thered in  an  area  tha t  o f fe rs  a
good vantage o f  the  sur roud ing  te r ra in  ( *Z  to
d i s c o v e r y  r o 1 1 s ,  + 1  t o  t h e  f i r s t  t r a i l  b o s s
s a v i n g  r o 1 1 ) .

6  W a t e r c o u r s e  ( s t r e a m ,  p o n d )  -  w a t e r i n g / r e s t i n g .
The herd  w ' i l l  tend  to  be  more  re laxed and no t  in

,  a  ready  pos i t ion  to  escape ( -1  to  d i  scovery
r o 1 l s ,  - 2  t o  t h e  f i r s t  t r a i l  b o s s  s a v i n g s  r o 1 1
m a d e ) .

C )  S p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  l - i k e  t h e  t r a i ' l  b o s s  i n  t h e
nerc i f f i  herd  w i l l  a lso  possess  a  key
f i g u r e ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  " l e a d  s t a l  I  i o n " .  T h e  l e a d
s t a l l i o n  b o s s e s  t h e  h e r d  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e s  i t s  e f f o r t s ;
h e  i s  t h e  m o s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  f i g h t e r  ( a n d  u s u a l l y  t h e
s t r o n g e s t  h o r s e )  i n  t h e  h e r d .  I f  t h e  l e a d  s t a l l i o n  i s
brought  down,  captured  or  k i l lec l ,  the  herc ie rs  subt rac t
one d ie  f rom a l  I  subsequent  sav ings  ro l  I  s  fo r  tha t
h e r d .  I f  a  l a r g e  h e r d  i s  e n c o u n t e r e d ,  r o 1 1  t w o  d i c e  -
0 n  7  ,  t h e r e  a r e  a o d i t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e d  s t a l  I  i o n s
( p r o b a b l y  f o r m e r  l e a d  s t a l l i o n s )  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  h e r d
( + 1  t o  d i s c o v e r y  c h a n c e s ) .  I f  t h e  h e r d  i s  s m a l  I ,  r o l  I
t w o  d i c e  -  o n  a  2  o r  3 ,  t h e r e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  n o  l e a d
s t a l l i o n  i n  t h e  h e r c l ;  i t  i s  b e i n g  t e m p o r a r i l y  l e d  b y  a
b o s s  m a r e  ( - 1  t o  d i s c o v e r y  c h a n c e s ,  a n d  - 2  t o  a l l  t r a i l
b o s s  s a v i n g  r o 1  I  s )  .

Approach/D i  scovery-T f - - iT -d ' l sun ted ,  
fo r  s imp l ic i t y ' s  sake,  tha t  the

herd ing  par ty  w i l l  be  about  L /2  to  3 /4  tm away f rom the
h e r d  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  s i g h t i n g .  F r o m  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e
par ty  must  a t tempt  to  move in to  pos i t ion  around the
herd  w i thout  be ing  premature ly  spot ted .  FMs shou ld  have
t h e  t r a i l  b o s s  d e s c r i b e  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h
t h e  g r o u p ' s  a p p r o a c h  i s  b e i n g  m a d e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
par ty 's  ra te  o f  speeo and the  a l loca t ion  o f  fo rces
a l o n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  l i n e s  o f  a p p r a c h .  F M s  s h o u l d  i n  t u r n
c lear ' l y  ind ' i ca te  to  the  t ra i l  boss  the  type  o f  cover
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p a r t y ,  i f  a n y ,  a n d  ( i f  a s k e d  b y  t h e
t r a ' i l  b o s s )  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  w i n d s  i n
t h e  a r e a .

Herd Movement
Vee rs  I e f t
0n course
Veers  r i gh t

I f  t he  d ie  ro l l  i nd i ca tes  an  o f f - cou rse  resu l t ,  t he
t ra i l  boss  mus t  make  a  4 / lQ  sav ings  ro11  (app rop r i a te l y
ad jus ted )  t o  ma in ta in  con t ro l  o f  t he  he rd .  I f  t h i s  SR
' i s  success fu l ,  t he  d r i ve  con t i nues  unaba ted ,  on  the
o r i g  i na l  cou rse ;  i f  unsuccess fu l  ,  2D  ho rses  (  I  a rge
he rd )  o r  lD  ho rses  ( sma l l  he rd )  escape .  Thus  i t  i s  easy
to see that  a long t ra i l  r ide of  10 or  more km can
cause  the  ranks  o f  a  he rd  t o  dec l i ne  se r i ous l y  t h rough
g radua l  a t t r i t i on .

% of  Herd Lost-----m-
50%
75%
A l l

Resu  l  t
3 -6
7 -1.4

15 -18

20



E x a m p l e  o f  H e r d i n q  R u l e s
T0 i  I  I  us t ra te  the  procedures  ou t l  ined  above,  1e t

us  examine a  typ ica l  herd ing  venture  under taken by  a
b a n d  o f  1 0  y o u n g  p l a i n s m e n  b e i n g  l e d  b y  F e w l i  F r i k k a .
Fewl i  has  an  IQ o f  14  and Exper t  Horsemansh ip  and
W o o d s m a n  s k i 1 1 s ,  b u t  n o  k n o w l e d g e  o f  T a c t i c s ;  h e  a d d s
o n e  d i e  t o  a n y  s a v i n g  r o l 1 s  r e q u i r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s .
Wi th  11  par ty  members ,  the  group subt rac ts  L  f rom a l l
s a v i n g  r o l l  r e s u l t s ,  b u t  a d d s  1  t o  d i s c o v e r y  r o l l s .  S i x
o f  the  par ty  members  are  Exper t  Horsemen,  on ly  2  have
w h i p  s k i 1 1 s ,  a n d  t h e  g r o u p , s  a v e r a g e  a d j D X  . i s  1 3 ;
consequent ly ,  none o f  the  spec ia l  ad jus tments  fo r  g roup
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a p p l y  t o  t h i s  p a r t y .

About  4  km f rom the i r  camp (where  a  temporary
c o r r a l  h a s  b e e n  e r e c t e d )  F e w l i  a n d  h i s  f e l l o w  h e r d e r s
e n c o u n t e r  a  l a r g e  h e r d  o f  4 0  h o r s e s  g r a z i n g  o n  h i g h
g r o u n d  ( + 2  t o  d i s c o v e r y  r o l  l s ,  + 1  t o  f i r s t  s a v i n g  r o l l
m a d e ) .  G i v e n  h i s  a l r e a d y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  f r o l l l
the  upwind  s ic je  (+3  to  d i  scovery  chances  overa l  I  )  ,
F e w l i  d e c i d e s  t o  a p p r o a c h  c a u t i o u s l y  -  s u b t r a c t i n g  z
f r o m  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  r o l l ,  b u t  r e q u i r i n g  2  r o l l s  t o  b e
made.  A  13  or  g rea ter  i s  needed fo r  the  herd  to" d i s c o v e r "  t h e  h e r d e r s ;  t h e  f i r s t  r o l ' l  i s  a  1 0 ,  b u t  t h e
s e c o n d  r o l  l  i  s  a  1 5 ,  s i g n a l  I  i n g  d i  s c o v e r y .  F e w l  i  m u s t
immedia te ly  make an  IQ sav ing  ro l l  to  a t tempt  to  cu t
o f f  t h e  h e r d ' s  e s c a p e ;  w h e n  a l l  a p p r o p r i a t e  a d j u s t m e n t s
a r e  f a c t o r e d  i n  ( + 1 9 ,  - 1 ,  + 1 ) ,  t h e  s a v i n g  r o 1 1  i s  o n
6 D .  F e w l  i  r o l l s  a  1 . 9 ,  n r i s s i n g  h i s  I Q  b y  a  w i d e  m a r g i n ,
s o  t h a t  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  h e r d  i m m e d i a t e l y  e s c a p e s ;  t h e
2 D  r o l l  c o m e s  u p  7 ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  L / 2  t n e  h e r d  i s
l o s t .  T h e  h e r d s m e n  t h e n  b e g i n  t o  d r i v e  t h e  2 0  r e m a i n i n g
horses  toward  camo.

T h e  f i r s t  2 - L l 2  k m  a r e  u n e v e n t f u l ,  b u t  a t  t h e  6 t h
c h e c k p o i n t  ( 3  k m ) ,  t h e  F t r l  r o l l s  a  1 6 ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t
t h e  h e r d  h a s  v e e r e d  o f f - c o u r s e .  F e w l i  a g a i n  a t t e m p t s  a
s a v i n g  r o l l  t h i s  t i m e  o n  4 D  +  l D  -  L ,  f o r  5 D - 1 .  ( l t o t e :
t h e  t e r r a i n  a d j u s t m e n t  f o r  h i g h  g r o u n d  a p p l i e s  o n l y  t o
t h e  f i r s t  s a v i n g  r o 1 1  a t t e m p t e d . )  A l t h o u g h  t h e  o d d s
a r e  n o t  i n  h i s  f a v o r ,  h e  s u c c e e d s ,  r o l l i n g  a n  1 1 ,  a n d
t h e  h e r d  i s  p u t  b a c k  o n  t r a c k .  A  I / 2  k m  l a t e r ,  h o w e v e r ,
more  prob lems erup t  when the  FM ro l l s  a  6  (herd  veers
o f f - c o u r s e  l e f t ) .  T h e  I Q  s a v i n g s  r o l l  i s  a g a i n  o n  5 D - 1 ;
th i  s  t i rne ,  however ,  Fewl  i  i  s  no t  so  fo r tunate ,  and
r o 1 l s  a  2 2 ,  0 n  t h e  m i s s e d  s a v i n g s  r o 1 1 ,  2 D  m o r e  h o r s e s
e s c a p e  -  a  9  i s  r o l l e d ,  l e a v i n g  1 1  i n  t h e  h e r d .  I t  i s
t h i s  n u m b e r  t h a t  a r e  d r i v e n  i n t o  t h e  c o r r a l  l a t e r  t h a t
a f te rnoon,  as  the  dr . i ve  i s  comple ted  t , , i thou t  fu r ther
m i  s h a D .

Af te r  the  Capture- - - -Once 
a  wTTO horse  has  been cor ra l led ,  i t  must  o f

c o u r s e  b e  b r o k e n  j f  i t  i s  t o  b e  s o l d  a t  m a r k e t .  0 n 1 y
Exper t  Horsemen can a t tempt  to  b reak  horses ,  I t  takes  3
weeks  on  the  average to  b reak  a  horse  to  the  po in t
where  i t  can  be  used as  a  r id ing  s teed tha t  any
comoetent  Horseman can hand le .

A f t e r  1  w e e k  o f  b r e a k i n g ,  a  h o r s e  w i I I  b e a r  i t s
t r a i n e r ,  a n d  ( 7 5 %  c h a n c e )  p o s s i b l y  o t h e r s ,  w i t h o u t
b a l k i n g ;  h o w e v e r ,  i t  w i l l  s t i l  l  b e  v e r y  s k i t t i s h ,  a n d
e a s i l y  s p o o k e d .  I n  a  c r i s i s ,  t h e  h o r s e  m u s t  m a k e  a  3 / l Q
r o 1 l ,  o r  i t  w i l l  r e a r ;  i t s  r i d e r  m u s t  m a k e  e i t h e r  a )  a
4 / S T  r o l l  t o  r e g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a m o u n t ,  o r  b )  a  4 / D X
ro l l  to  s tay  on  the  horse  as  i t  bo l ts  ou t  o f  con t ro l
f o r  2 D  t u r n s  ( L  d i e  l e s s  r e q u i r e d  o n  s a v i n g  r o l l s  i f
r ider  i s  an  Exper t  Horseman) .  An Exper t  Horseman or  an
A n i m a l  H a n d l e r  h a s  a n  8 0 - 9 0 %  c h a n c e  o f  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t
a  g i v e n  b e a s t  h a s  o n l y  h a d  t h i s  m i n i m a l  a m o u n t  o f
t ra in ing ;  a  normal  Horseman on ly  about  a  30% chance.

0 f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  a l l  h o r s e s  c a p t u r e d  o n  t h e  p l a i n s
a r e  a v e r a g e  ( R 0 1 1  D 6 ) :

1  P a r t i c u l a r l y  t r a c t a b l e ,  b r e a k i n g  t a k e s  o n l y  h a l f
quoted  t i rne ,

2-4 Normal
5 Hard to handle;  add l -  week to requi red breakinr

t  i m e .
6 Super-mean;  p layer  must  make 5/DX saving ro l l

each  day  un t i l  7  days  o f  t r a i n i ng  have  bee r
loggeci  to  even mount  the horse;  i f  thrown f ron
beast ,  p layer  takes 1-2 damage (no absorpt ion b;
armor) ,  and on a 6 (one d ie)  suf fers a broker
arm. Note,  however,  that  chances are qood that
such  a  beas t ,  i f  success fu l l y  b roken ,  i i l l  ve ry
1 i ke1y  tu rn  ou t  t o  be  a  good ,  p rem ium moun t  f o i
i  t s  pu rchase r .

Most  horsebreakers brand thei r  s tock wi th some
k ind  o f  i oen t i f y i ng  mark ,  s i nce  ho rse -s tea ' l i ng  i s  a  no t
uncommon  en te rp r i se  on  the  p la ins .  p ro tec t . i on  o f  t he i r
co r ra l s  and  s tock ,  o f  cou rse ,  i s  t he  respons ib i l i t y  o f
! h .  he rde rs ,  l ead ing  to  i t s  own  adven tu re  oppo r tun i i i es
( i n  t he  f o rm o f  t h i eves ,  w i l d  an ima ls ,  o r  s to rms  wh ich
m i g h t  p a n i c  t h e  s t o c k ) .

ENCOUNTERS AND SCENARIOS

ON THE DAROKAN PLAINS

Tar f f  the  Red-TaFfi ls 
a renowned bandit leader who commands a

band o f  about  twenty  th ieves  tha t  opera te  in  the  lands
a r o u n d  t h e  P l a i n s  o f  t h e  S t a l l i o n s .  ( A  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r
b a n d s  a r e  l o o s e l y  a l l i e d  w i t h  T a r f f ,  s o  h e  c a n  s u m m o n
t o g e t h e r  n e a r l y  a  h u n d r e d  m e n  f o r  a  m a j o r  a s s a u l t ,  i f
n e e d  b e ) .  T a r f f  h i m s e l f  i s  a  s w a r t h y  w e l l - b u i l t  m a n ,
w i t h  l o n g  j e t - b l a c k  h a i r  t i e d  b a c k  a t  t h e  f o r e h e a d  b y  a
r e d  s i l k  b a n d .  H i s  e m i n e n c e  a m o n q  t h e  r a b b l e  i s  s a i d  t o
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b e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  s i l v e r y  g r e y  c r y s t a l
w h i c h  h e  c a l l s  t h e  " S t a r s t o n e " ,  a n d  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  s e e m s
to  be  ab le  to  summon mighty  fo rces .

In  fac t ,  Tar f f  i s  one o f  the  h igh  1eve l  renegade
m a g e s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ;  h i s  " S t a r s t o n e "  i s  u s e l e s s  b y
i t s e l f  ( m e r e l y  a  c o v e r u p  f o r  h i s  t r u e  a b i l  i t i e s ) .  N o n e
o f  h i s  p r e s e n t  f o l l o w e r s  k n o w  h i s  s e c r e t ,  t h o u g h  o n e  o r
t w o  s u s p e c t  i t ;  r u m o r s  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  b e g u n  t 0
a t t rac t  the  no t ice  o f  the  H igh  Pr ies ts  o f  Akhora ,
h o w e v e r ,  w h i c h  m a y  p r o v o k e  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o n  t h e i r
o a r t  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .

I f  p layers  encounter  band i ts  in  the  area  near  the
P l a i n s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  7 5 %  c h a n c e  ( r o 1 1  5 - 1 0  o n  2 D )  t h a t
t h e  m e n  w i l l  b e  p a r t  o f  T a r f f ' s  b a n d .  I f  a n y  p l a y e r s
are  taken pr isoner ,  they  w i l l  be  brought  be fore  Tar f f ;
i f  h e  t a k e s  a  l i k i n g  t o  t h e m  ( n o r m a l  r e a c t i o n  r o 1 1 ,
tak ing  in to  account  any  Ta len t  ad jus tments  the  p layer
p o s s e s s e s ) ,  h e  w i l l  o f f e r  t h e m  a  c h a n c e  t o  s w e a r  f e a l t y
a n d  j o i n  h i s  b a n d .  B e c a u s e  o f  h i s  v e r y  r e a l  p o w e r s '
T a r f f  i s  a  b a d  e m p l o y e r  t o  c r o s s  -  b u t  h e  o f f e r s  h i s
men a  decent  share  o f  the  spo i l s ,  and a  be t te r  than
a v e r a g e  c h a n c e  o f  s u r v i v a l  i n  s t y l e  o u t  i n  t h i s  r o u g h
t e r r a i n .  H e  l i k e s  m e n  w h o  s h o w  i n i t i a t i v e ,  a n d  w h o  c a n
come up w i th  luc ra t i ve  robbery  ideas  -  p rov ided tha t
t h e y  c l e a r  t h e i r  p l a n s  w i t h  h i m  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g .

Tar f f  ST 18  DX 16 IQ 22  MA 10--l lEAP0l{S: 
Broadsword (2)*

ARi l0R:  Leather  ( -2  h i ts )
TALENTS:  L i te racy ,  Horsemansh ip ,  Sex  Appea l ,

D i  p l  omacy
SPELLS:  Mag ic  F is t ,  Drop Weapon,  Shock

Shiel dlTTilfriTi'essl-Xaid-.lTFai I twi ster,
I o-Ck-Kn oEFlTlE R ev e r s e-][r .r:TTTe s,
FEilTa sI v e n e sTlTe v e aT/E o-n'd6a-flSp e 1 I S h i e I d,
fes ser MagT:Tt em Tieafi o n ;-mapo nfArrno r
ffi

sPEefAf-ftm. : TI-e--iTSGiTTone", riding horse, ring
o f  S tone  F1esh ,  TF=B

T h e  k ' A r d r y t  C l a n  ( T h e  T r a i l  D r i v e )
TF-FTayers are approached (e i ther  in  a saloon in

o n e  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  c o n c l a v e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f
D a r o k ,  o r  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  c a r a v a n s e r a i s  a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l )
b y  a  l a r g e  w e l l - t a n n e d  m a n .  H e  w i l l  i n t r o o u c e  h i m s e l f
a s  o n e  B u y a n  k ' A r d r y t ,  a n d  a s k  i f  t h e  g r o u p '  p o s s i b l y ,
i s  s e e k i n g  w o r k .  I f  t h e  a n s w e r  i s  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  h e  w i l ' l
e x p l  a i n  t h a t  h e  a n d  h i  s  t h r e e  s o n s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y
f i n i s h e d  c a p t u r i n g ,  a n d  b r e a k i n g ,  a  s i z a b l e  h e r d ,  a n d
have a lso  Durchased another  herd  f ronr  one o f  the  o ther
h o r s e c l a n s .  T h e  f a m i l y  s e e k s  h e l p  i n  d r i v i n g  t h e  h o r s e s
nor th  e i ther  to  Shay l le  o r  to  the  B loody  Road,  where
they  can be  so ld  to  some o f  the  merchants  who t rave l
a l o n g  t h e  h i g h w a y .  B u y a n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f o o d  f o r  t h e
d r i v e ,  a n d  w i l l  p a y  t h e  g r o u p  $ 1 0  a  h e a d  f o r  e a c h  h o r s e
tha t  reaches  the  B l  oody  Road i  n  decent l  y  sa l  ab  l  e
cond i t ion .  Cur ren t ly  there  are  so tne  two hundred horses
i n  t h e  c o m b i n e d  h e r d s ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  m e a n  a  t i d y  p r o f i t
fo r  the  group o f  $2 ,000,  depend ing  on  the  success  o f
t h e  d r i v e .

I f  the par ty  accepts the of fer  of  employment ,
Buyan wi l l  br ing the group to the spot  where the herd
i s  cu r ren ty  co r ra l l ed .  The re  t hey  w i l l  mee t  t he  t h ree
younge r  k 'A rd ry t s :  a  dappe r -1ook ing ,  l ong  l imbed  man
with b lack hai r  named Adum; a very p leasant  but  equal ly
s low giant  named Hawz;  and the youngest  of  the group,  a
s lende r  young  he l l i on  r ^ l i t h  t he  hand le  o f  L i l j o .  I t  i s
oui te obvious that  none of  the three had the same
mothe r .  No  one  e l se  w i11  be  p resen t  a t  t he  camp;  i f
asked,  Buyan wi l l  say that  some of  the r iva l  groups of
horse-breakers h i red thei r  men away wi th pront ises of
more rnoney.  He w i  I  I  not  sound p l  eased about  th i  s
c i rcumstance,  to  say the least .

T h e  d r i v e  w i l l  s t a r t  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  a f t e r
the party reaches the corral .  The second herd ( about

i 0 0  h e a d )  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  a b o u t  L 5  k m  u p  t h e  t r a i l '  i n  a
s m a l l  o x  c a n y o n  w i t h  a  r e c e n t l y  b u i l t  h i g h  w o o d  f e n c e
a c r o s s  t h e  o p e n  e n d .  A d u m  a n d  L i l j o  w i l l  r i d e  o n  a h e a d
of  the  res t  o f  the  par ty ;  when the  res t  o f  the  group
ar r ives  on  the  scene,  there  w i l l  be  no  o ther  horsemen
i n  e v i d e n c e .  B u y a n  w i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  l e a v e  a  n o t e  f o r  t h e
o t h e r  c l a n ,  t u c k i n g  i t  u n d e r  a  r o c k  n e a r  t h e  s t i l l
g l o w i n g  c a m p f i r e  t o  k e e p  i t  f r o m  b l o w i n g  a w a y '  T h e
d r i v e  w i l l  t h e n  b e g i n  i n  e a r n e s t ,  a s  B u y a n  w i l l  f o r c e
a l l  o f  the  group to  as  hard  a  pace as  he  can w i thout' los ing  

horses ,  and t ry  to  ge t  about  25  km underway
b e f o r e  d a r k .

T h i s  s c e n a r i o  c a n  b e  r e a d i l y  h a n d l e d  i n  a  n u m b e r
o f  d i f fe ren t  ways :
1 . )  t h e  k ' A r d r y t s  a r e  h o r s e  r u s t l e r s ,  w h o  h a v e  s t o l e n

the  f i rs t  herd  -  and happen to  be  greedy  enough to
t ry  fo r  a  second one a long the  waY;

2 . )  t h i s  i s  a  t r u l y  h o n e s t  s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d  a l l  i s  a s  i t
ac tua l l y  seems -  the  k 'Ardry ts  own a  la rge  spread
o f  l a n d  u p  i n  t h e  h i 1 1 s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  d o  c a p t u r e  a n d
b r e a k  h o r s e s  f o r  a  l i v i n g ;  a n d

3 . )  i n  v i e w  o f  # 2 ,  t n e  p 1 a y e r s  m a y  d e c i d e  t o  r u s t l e  t h e
herd  fo r  themse lves ,  in  o rder  to  d r ive  the  horses
t o  t h e  B l o o d y  R o a d  o r  t o  S h a y l l e ,  a n d  c o l l e c t  a
good b i t  more  than the  $10 a  head o f fe red  by  the
k ' A r d r y t s .

The FM must  choose a t  the  ou tse t  o f  the  scenar io
b e t w e e n  o p t i o n s  L  a n d  2 ,  b u t  s h o u l o  k e e p  h i s  c h o i c e
o b s c u r e  t o  t h e  p 1  a y e r s  b y  l e a v i n g  t h e  k ' A r d r y t s '
i d e n t i t y  i n  d o u b t .  O p t i o n  3  i s  e n t i r e l y  u p  t o  t h e
p l a y e r s  -  i t  c o u l d  w o r k  e v e n  i f  o p t i o n  I  i s  t h e  F M ' s
c h o i c e .

A s s u m i n g  t h a t  t h e  d r i v e  w i l l  b e  b e g u n  i n  a n y  c a s e ,
t h e  F M  s h o u l d  r o l l  f o r  r a n d o m  e n c o u n t e r s  a s  i n d i c a t e d
i n  t h e  l a s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  b o o k .  S o m e  e n c o u n t e r
r e s u l t s  m a y  a f f e c t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  t r a i l  d r i v e  b y
caus ' ing  s tampedes among the  herd  or  o ther  unusua l
d i f f  i c u l t i e s ,  a s  f o l l o w s :

B i q  c a t s  -  i f  c a t s  a r e  e n c o u n t e r e d ,  t h e r e  i s  a  g o o d
c f inceTT or  be t te r  on  2D)  tha t  the  horses  w i  I  I
smell  them and attempt to stampede away from the
oredators .  The ca ts  w ' i l1  a t tack  the  horse  herd  on ly
i f  t h e y  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h u n g r y  ( 5  o r  6  o n  l D ) ;  i f
they  a t tack ,  there  is  no  way to  p revent  a  s tampede -

t h e  h o r s e s  w i l l  s i m p l y  h a v e  t o  b e  r o u n d e d  u p  a g a i n '
o r  c h a s e d  u n t i l  t h e y  t i r e  o u t ,  a n d  2 D  h o r s e s  w i l l
have been los t  fo rever .
t . l i l d  Horses  -  i f  w i ld  horses  are  encountered ,  there
i3-T-t66fr'c6 (e or better on 2D) that some portion of
t h e  h e r d  ( 1 D  x  1 0 % )  w i l l  t r y  t o  b r e a k  a w a y  a n d  j o i n
them ( remember ,  the  assembled  herd  is  on ly  ha l f - tame
y e t  i t s e l f ) .
A n t e l o p e / B i s o n  -  t h e  h o r s e  h e r d  w i l l  t r y
TIe 

- iamd-?' lTection 
as the general f low

h e r d .  i t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a  3 / S T  s a v i n g  r o 1 1
o f  a . l 1  i n  t h e  p a r t y  t o  p r e v e n t  m i n g l i n g
( f O  h o r s e s  w i l l  b e  l o s t  f o r  e a c h  d r i v e r

to  move in
o f  the  o ther

on the  par t
o f  the  herds

who mi  sses
t h i s  r o l l ) .
Po i sonous  P lan t  L i f e  -  i f  t he  pa r t y  shou ld  ro l l  t he
poTsonous -5e r r ) '  r esu l t ,  i t  i s  a lmos t  ce r ta in  (5  o r
mor on 2D) that  lD x 10% of  the herd wi l l  graze on
these berr ies,  and soon thereaf ter  become v io lent ly
i l 1 .  0 n 1 y  p l a y e r s  w i t h  s p e c i a l i z e d  V e t  s k i 1 1 s  ( t h e
Expe r t  Ho rsemansh ip  t a l en t  does  no t  coun t  f o r  t h i s
pu rpose )  may  a t t emp t  t o  g i ve  a id ,  mak ing  a  3 / lQ  SR
to ident i fy  the synptoms.  I f  successfu l ,  a f fected
beas ts  can  be  t rea ted ,  and  the  pa r t y  w i l l  on l y  l ose
a day of  t ravel  t ime;  i f  none in the par ty  can
diagnose the synptoms,  each af fected animal  has a
50 /50  chance  o f  su rv i va l .
Skyr ider  -  i f  the r ider  swoops down on the herd,  the
Iera ' -wTTl  s tampede i f  h is  beast  is  e i ther  a roc or  a
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g r i f f o n .  I f  t h e  r i d e r  h a s  a  p e g a s u s ,  t n e r e  w i l l  b e  n o
ef fec t  on  the  herd .
Snakes  -  norses  have a  deep ha t red  o f  snaKes in
g e n e r a l ,  a n d  w i l l  u s u a l l y  a t t e r r r p t  t o  t r a m p l e  i n t o  a  r e d
m u s h  a n y  s e r p e n t s  t h a t  c r o s s  t n e i r  p a t h s .  T h e r e  i s  a
c h a n c e  o f  a  s t a m p e d e  i n  t h i s  e n c o u n t e r ;  r o l l  2 D  -  i t
t h e  r o l l  e x c e e d s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s e r p e n t s  p l u s  2 ,  t h e r e
i  s  no  prob lem (except  fo r  a  fe t ' r  dead snakes)  ;
o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  h e r d  s t a m p e o e s ,

I f  t h e  h o r s e s  s h o u l d  s t a m u e d e  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a n
e n c o u n t e r  ( o r  a n y  o t h e r  e v e n t ,  l  i k e  a  v i o l e n t  t h u n o e r
s to rm or  care l  ess  use  o f  a  gunpowder  weapon )  ,  the
o r i v e r s  e a c h  m a y  m a r e  a n  I Q  s a v i n g  r o l l  t o  b r i n g  t h e
r a m p a g i n g  b e a t s  b a c k  i n t o  l  i n e .  T h i s  S R  i s  6 / I Q  f o r
non-Horsemen,  4 / IQ fo r  Horsemen,  and 3 / lQ fo r  Exper t
Horsemen.  Each success fu l  herc ie r  can  br ing  3D horses
b a c k  i n t o  t h e  f o l d ;  o n e  ( a n o  o n e  o n l y )  s e c o n d  t r y  i s
a l loweo each herder .  0n  a  normal  day ,  tne  nerd  can
c o v e r  2 5 k n r  ( 2  n e x e s  o n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  m a p ) ;  i f  t h e  h e r d
b e c o m e s  d i s o r g a n i z e d  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n ,  t h e  p a r t y ' s  r a t e
o f  t rave1 wou ld  d rop  to  t  hex  per  day .

I f  t h e  p l a y e r s  c i e c i o e  t o  s w i p e  t n e  h e r d  f r o m  t r r e
k ' A r d r y t s ,  t h e y  w i l l  n e e d  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  l a t t e r  f r o m
f o l ' l o w i n g ;  t h i s  w i  l l  l i k e l y  r e q u i r e  n e a v y  v i o l e n c e ,  a s
t h e  k ' A r d r y t s  h a v e  l o n g  m e m o r i e s ,  a n d  a  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f
a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e i r  p l r o p e r t y  ( l e g i t i m a t e  o r  n o t ) .  I t
n r a y  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  i n c a p a c i t a t e  a l l  f o u r  o f  t h e m  a t
n i g h t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e  a t t e r n p t  i s  m a d e  a f t e r  f o u r
o r  f i v e  n i g h t s  h a v e  p a s s e d ,  a n o  t h e  f a m i l y  h a s  c o n t e  t o
t r u s t  ( a t  l e a s t  a  l i t t l e )  t h e i r  h i r e d  h a n c r s .  I f  a n y  o f
t h e  f a m i l y  i s  k i l l e o ,  t h e  r e l t a i n d e r  w i l l  s u r e l y  f o l l o w
t o  s e e k  r e v e n g e .  I f  n o n e  o f  t h e  k ' A r d r y t s  h a v e  b e e n
p e r m a n e n t l y  i n j u r e d ,  t h e  f a m i . l y  w i l l  f o l l o w  o n  6  o r
b e t t e r  o n  2 0 ,  i f  t h e  g r o u p  w e r e  h o n e s t  c i t i z e n s  o f
D a r o k ,  o r  a  1 0  o r  b e t t e r  o n  2 D  i f  t h e y  w e r e  r u s t l e r s .
I f  t h e  p l a y e r s  t a r e  a ' l l  a v a i  l a b l e  m o u n t s ,  i t  w i l l  d e l a y
t h e  k ' A r d r y t  c l a n  f o r  a  f e w  d a y s ,  w h i l e  t h e y  c a t c h  d n u
break  new horses .  t , Jhen the  c lan  ca tches  up  to  the
p l a y e r s ,  t h e y  w i l l  u s e  n i g h t t i r n e  g u e r r i l l a  t a c t i c s ,  a n d
a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  t h e  p l a y e r s  a 1 i v e ,  t o  t u r n  t h e m  o v e r  t o
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  a  p r o p e r  t r i a l  a n d  s u i t a b l e
p u n i s h m e n t  ( o n l y  i f  t h e  f a m l l y  w a s  h 0 n e s t  i n  t h e  f i r s t
p l  a c e ;  i f  t h e  k ' A r o r y t s  w e r e  r u s t l e r s ,  t h e  p a r t y  i  s
q u i t e  l i k e l y  t o  w i n d  u p  d e a d  -  i t ' s  n o t  a  g o o o  i o e a  t o
c r o s s  t h i e v e s ) ;  s h o u l d  a n y  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  b e  k i 1 1 e d ,  a t
a n y  t i m e  w h e n  h e  i s  a  w i t n e s s ,  H a w z  w i l l  i n r m e d i a t e l y  g o
D e r s e r K .

I f  the  p layers  co  no t  a t tempt  to  rus t le  the  hero
t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  t h e  k ' A r d r y t s  w e r e  r u s t l e r s ,  t h e r e  a r e
chances  fo r  much confus ion  and adventure :  on  9  o r
b e t t e r  o n  2 0 ,  t h e r e  w i . l ]  b e  o n e  o r  m o r e  p a r t i e s  o f
l D  +  4  h e r d s m e n  t r a i ' l i n g  t n e n r  ( t h e  c l a n  h a s  r u s t l e d
p o r t i o n s  o f  5  c i f f e r e n t  h e r d s  -  r o l ' l  s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  t h e
o w n e r s  o f  e a c h  n e r d  t o  b e  t r a i l i n g ) ;  t h e s e  p r ) s s e s  w i l l
usua l . l y  be  comp| ised  o f  men who are  + !  o r  +2  on  the
F i g h t e r  t a b l e ,  a n d  w i l l  a l l  b e  a t  

. l e a s t  
H o r s e m e n  ( B  o r

b e t t e r  o n  2 D  =  E x p e r t  H o r s e m a n ) .  I f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  s h o u l d
ca tch  up  to  the  dr ive  ( ro1 l  o f  6  on  lD  on  eacn day  f ronr
t h e  f o u r t h  t o  t h e  s e v e n t h  f o r  e a c h  g r o u p  c h a s i n g ;  r o l l
o f  5 - 6  o n  1 D  o n  t h e  e i g h t h  o r  l a t e r ) ,  t l r e y  w i l l  l i k e 1 y
u s e  " f r o n t i e r  j u s t i c e "  ( a  l e n g t h  o f  r o p e  a n o  t h e
n e a r e s t  t a l l  t r e e )  o n  a n y  t h e y  s n o u l d  c a p t u r e ;  t h e  F M
h a s  f u l  l  c i i s c r e t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  p r o s p e c t i v e
h a n g n r e n  b e l i e v i n g  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  o f  i n n o c e n c e  f r o m  t h e
p l a y e r s ,  b u t  i t  w o u l o  b e  u n r e a s o n a b l e  t o  h a n g  t h e m  a l l
o u t  o f  h a n d .

I f  t h e  p l a y e r s  s u c c e s s f u l  l y  r u s t l e  t h e  h e r d ,  t h e y
w i l l  h a v e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  o r i v e  t o  h a v e  a n y  c h a n c e  t o
r e a l i z e  p r o f i t  f r o m  i t  -  t h e  k ' A r d r y t s  h a v e  n o  t r e a s u r e
to  speak  o f ,  o ther  than the  horses ,  and c io  no t  even
p o s s e s s  a  w a g o n  ( t h e  f o o d  s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  d r i v e  a r e
c a r r i e d  o n  h a . l f - a - d o z e n  p a c k h o r s e s  l e c i  b y  H a w z ) .  I f

l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  p l a y e r s '  p a r r y  i s  c o r r r p r i s e o  o f
Exper t  Horsen ien ,  each day  the  hero  w i l l  su f fe r  a  s teady
a t t r i t i o n  o f  1 D  +  2  h o r s e s ,  u n l e s s  t h e  c h o s e n  l e a d e r  o f
t h e  o r i v e  m a k e s  a  s a v i n g  r o l l  a g a i n s t  I Q  ( B / I Q  i f  t n e
l e a d e r  i s  a  n o n - H o r s e n l a n ,  6 / l Q  i f  a  H o r s e n i a n , 4 / I Q  i f
a n  E x p e r t  i l o r s e m a n ) .  T h e s e  l o s s e s  a r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o
any  tha t  Inay  be  su f fe red  f rom s tampedes,  e tc .  The. l e a d e r  

o f  t h e  c i r i v e  s h o u . l d  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  p l a y e r s
a s  s o o n  a s  t n e y  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h e  k ' A r o r y t s ;  w h i l e  w i t h
t h e  c l a n ,  B u y a n  i s  t h e  d r i v e  l e a d e r .

Buyan. ! '  4!clytyan k 'Arary t  ST 12  DX 16 IQ 15  MA 1U
IEAPONSI
TALENTS:

H o r s e  b o w  ( 1 ) ,  l l n i p  ( 1 - 1 ) ,  L a s s o  ( * )
E x p e r t  H o r s e m a n s h i p ,  R e c o g n i z e  V a 1 u e ,

A s s e s s  V a l u e  ( A n i m a l s ) ,  T a c t i c s ,  L i t e r a c y ,
l ' l i ss i le  l ieaoor rs

T h e  p a t r i a r c h  o f  t h e  k ' A r d r y t  c l a n  i s  t a l l  a n d
r a n g y ,  w i t h  s i l v e r  h a i r  a n d  d e e p  b l u e  e y e s ;  h i s
a o v e n t u r e s  h a v e  c a r r i e d  h i m  o v e r  m u c h  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n
h i s  5 o - o d c r  y e a r s ,  b u t  h e  h a s  a l w a y s  r e t u r n e c  t o  t h e
a r e a  w n e r e  h e  w a s  o o r n  a n d  r a i s e d .  H e  i s  t h e  g e n e r a l
f o r  t h e  c l a n ,  a n o  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e i r
s u c c e s s  -  w h e t h e r  a s  r u s t l e r s ,  o r  a s  h o n e s t  h o r s e -
- b r e a k e r s .  H e  i s  q u i t e  s r i l f u l  w i t h  t h e  w h i p  ( a  7  m e t e r
o n e  h a n g s  f r o r n  h i s  b e l t  a t  a 1  l  t i m e s ) ,  a n d  c a n  e a s i l y
f l  i c k  a  p i p e  f r o m  a  n i a n r  s  m o u t h  w i t h o u t  t o u c h i n g  h i m  -
h e  p r e f e r s  i t  t o  a l . l  o t h e r  w e a p o n s  f o r  c o m b a t ,  b u t  w i l l
u s e  h i s  b o w  f o r  h u n t i n g  o r  t o  b r i n g  d o w n  e s c a p i n g  f o e s
t h a t  a r e  o u t  o f  r a n g e  o f  n i s  l a s h .

Hawz k 'Arory t  ST 21  DX 13 IQ 9  MA 10- - i lE lp0 i l 'S :  
C luD (1+5,2-handeo 1+6)  [ t sa t t le  Axe (3 ) ]

AR] , |OR:  Leather  (+ ! /6pp iep ,  -3  h i ts )
TALENTS:  Horsemansh ip ,  An imal  Hand ler ,  l ' , /a r r io r ,

Si I  ent lviovement

A  t r u e  b e a r  o f  a  m a n  ( h e  h a s  s o  m u c h  s a n o y  h a i r
a l l  o v e r  h e  a c t u d l l y  r e s e m b l e s  o n e ) ,  H a w z  s t a n d s  m o r e
t h a n  2  m e t e r s  t a l l ,  a n d  w e i g h s  m o r e  t h a n  1 5 0  k g .  H e  i s
i n c r e d i b l y  s t r o n g  ( h e  h a s  b e e n  k n o w n  t o  p i c k  u p  t h e
e n t i r e  f r o n t  o r  b a c k  e n d  o f  t h e  h o r s e  f o r  s h o e i n g ,
r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  i t s  1 e g )  ,  b u t  i s  v e r y  s l o w  m e n t a l  l y .
F r i e n d l y ,  a n d  a l m o s t  c h i l d l i k e  i n  h i s  a f f e c t i o n  f o r
p e o p l e  a n d  a n i m a l s ,  h e  i s  e a s i l y  r i l e o  b y  c r u e ' l t y  o r
m e a n n e s s .  H e  a n d  A d u m  s p e n t  s o m e  t i n r e  i n  t h e  D a r o k a n
a r m y ,  a n d  t h e  b i g  m a n  i s  q u i t e  g o o d  w i t h  b o t h  o f  h i s
pre fer rec i  weapons.

H a w z  D e r s e r K S  q u i t e  e a s i l y  ( b u t  n o t  v o l u n t a r i l y
f a i  1  i n g  a  2 /  I Q  S R  i n  a n y  f i g h t  s e n d s  h i m  i n t o  b a t t l e
r a g e ) ,  o u t  s e e m s  t o  d r o p  o u t  o f  t h e  f r e n z y  w i t h  e q u a l
f a c i ' l i t y  w h e n  a l I  e n e m i e s  h a v e  b e e n  d i s p a t c n e d  ( 2 / l Q  S R
t o  c o m e  o u t ) .  B e c a u s e  o f  h ' i s  g r e a t  s t r e n g t n ,  a t  a n y
t , i m e  h e  d e a l s  9  o r  m o r e  p o ' i n t s  o f  d a m a g e  o n  a  b l o w
( p r i o r  t o  a r m o r  d e d u c t i o n s ) ,  h i s  o p p o n e n t  m u s t  r r r a k e  a
3 T C u r r e n t  S T  S R  o r  f a l l  d o w n  ( i f  h e  o o e s  B  o r  m o r e  h i t s
i n  o n e  D l o w  a f t e r  a r r n o r  o e d u c t i o n s ,  h i s  o p p o n e n t  o r o p s
a u t o m a t i c a l l y J .  T F  a n y  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  a r e  k i l l e d  o r  e v e n
s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  i n  h i s  p r e s e n c e ,  h e  w i l l  g o  b e r s e r k
a u t o m a t i c a l l y ,  a n o  h a s  a  5 / S T  S R  t o  b u r s t  a n y  r o p e s  o r
o t n e r  l i g h t  b o n d s  p l a c e d  o n  n i r n .

A o u m  k ' A r d r y t  S T  1 4  t J X  1 4 ( 1 2 )  I Q  1 4  M A  B- - - - -TEAB0f tS t  
t {h ip  (1 -1) ,  Lasso ( * )  [Rap ier  ( i ) ]

ARM0R:  Leather  (+ [ ,Jar r io r ,  -3  h i ts )
T A L E N T S :  h a r r i o r ,  F e n c i n g ,  L i t e r a c y ,  C o u r t l y

G r a c e s ,  H o r s e m a n s h i p ,  S e x  A p p e a l

H e r e  i s  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  o f  t h e  c l a n ,  a  t r u e  l a d i e s '
rnan (who i  s  ex t ren ie ly  success fu l  w i th  h i  s  conquests )  .
T a ' l l ,  s l e n o e r ,  w i t n  t h i c k  a n d  w a v y  b l a c k  h a i r ,  a n d  a
d e v i l - m a y - c a r e  ( b u t  l o p s i d e d )  g r i n ,  A d u m  s e e m s  t o  h a v e
n o  p r o b l e m  a t t r a c t i n g  a n y  w o n l a n  h e  d e s i r e s ;  t h i s  c a u s e s
p r o b l e m s  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  s i n c e  t h e  g i r ' l s  t e n d  t o  f l o c k  t o
h in r ,  anc i  ignore  rnos t  o f  the  o ther  men -  leao ing  to  a
l o t  o f  b r a w l s  ( j e a l o u s y  r a i s e s  i t s  g r e e n - e y e c i  h e a d ) .
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W n e n  h e  i s  g o i n g  o u t  o n  t h e  t o w n ,  A d u m  c a r r i e s  a  f i n e
r a p i e r  h e  a c q u i r e o  c u r i n g  h i s  a r m y  s t i n t ,  a n d  w i l l  u s e
i t  o n  a n y  w h o  c o r n e r  h i m  ( h e  o i s l i k e s  f i s t i c u f f s ,  a n d
g e n e r a l l y  l e a v e s  t h e  b r a w l s  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  H a w z ) .

I f  t h e  p l a y e r s  h a d  g o t t e n  a  b i . l I  o f  s a l e  f r o m  t h e
h e a d  w r a n g l e r ,  a n d  c a n  p r o c u c e  i t ,  t h e r e  i s  a  7 5 %
c h a n c e  ( 5 - 1 0  o n  2 D )  t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  p o s s e  w i l l
a c c e p t  t n i s  a s  p r o o f  o f  t h e  p a r t y ' s  i n n o c e n c e  ( i n  t n e
m a t t e r  o f  h o r s e - t h e f t )  -  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  s a v e  t h e
p l a y e r s '  n e c K s ,  b u t  n o t  t h e i r  h e r d .  T h e  p o s s e  l e a d e r
w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  h i n i s e l f  a s  H a s k e l l  T a b r i z ,  a n d  i n t r o d u c e
a few o f  the  more  we l l  known and Drominent  members  o f
the  posse:  Tamnrany  Ha l  I  ,  Morgan the  Lash,  Begond
I r o n b e n d e r ,  Q u i r t  f r o r n  t h e  L a k e ,  e t c . ;  a n d  p o i n t  o u t
t h e  b r a n d s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  r i d e r s  ( t h e s e  m e n
w i l l  b e  + I ,  + 2 ,  o r  + 3  o n  t h e  R a n d o m  F i g h t e r  t a b l e ;  r o l l
2 D :  2 - 5 ,  + 1 ;  6 - 8 ,  + 2 ;  9 - L 2 ,  + 3 ;  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w h o
w e r e  n a m e d  a r e  a l l  + 4  o n  t h e  t a b l e ;  t r e a t  a l l  r i d e r s  a s
E x p e r t  H o r s e m e n ) .  I f  t h e  p l a y e r s  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  h e r d
w i t h  a  m i n i n r u r n  o f  f u s s ,  T a b r i z  w i l l  t e l l  t h e m  t h e  n a r n e
a n d  p r o b a o l e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a n  w h o  m o s t  1 i k e 1 y  s t u n g
t h e m  ( t h e  F t v i  m i g h t  w i s h  t o  a l l o w  t h e  p l a y e r s  t o  s e e i
revenge -  and the i r  money back l  -  bu t  the  F l " t  h imse1 f  i s
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  s u c h  a o v e n t u r e s ;  t h e r e  a r e
t o o  m a n y  s m a . l l  v i l l a g e s  o n  t h e  b r o a d  s o u t h e r n  p l a i n s  o f
D a r o k !  ) ;  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n y  a r g u r n e n t ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  u n l i k e l y
t h a t  a n y  s u c h  h e l p  w i l l  b e  o f f e r e d .

I f  t h e  p l a y e r s  c a n n o t  p r o d u c e  a  b i l l  o f  s a 1 e ,  a n d
i f  t h e i r  s t o r y  i s  n o t  c o n v i n c i n g  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e
p a r t y  o f f e r s  a n y  f i g h t ) ,  t h e r e  i s  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  t h e y
w i l l  a l l  b e  s w i n g i n g  f r o m  t h e  n e a r e s t  t r e e s  i n  s h o r t
o r d e r  (  i t ' s  n o t  e a s y  t o  w i n  w h e n  y o u ' r e  o u t n u m b e r e d
3 : 1 ) .  I f  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  a t t a c k  o r  h e a v y  a r g u m e n t  b y
t h e  p l a y e r s ,  H a s k e l  l  T a b r i z  w i l ' l  i n s i s t  o n  ( a n d  t h e n
enforce)  tak ing  them back  to  the  neares t  Freeho ld  fo r
t r i a l  b y  t h e  L o r d  ( F M ' s  d i s c r e t i o n  a s  t o  o u t c o r n e ) ,

S h o u l d  t h e  p l a y e r s  t r y  t o  f i g h t  a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t ' s
s t a r t  a h  w e l l ,  t h e y ' r e  o n l y  o u t n u m b e r e c l  3 : 1
some o f  them might  even surv . i ve  to  be  hung!

| ' l e  Wuz Robbed!----Slo[ ld-ttre 
pl ayers get into horse-breaKing and

- s e l l i n g ,  t h e  F [ r  m i g h t  w i s h  t o  h a v e  a  h e r d  t h a t  t h e y
have accumula teo  and broken s to len  f ro rn  them.  The the f t
m i g n t  b e  a c c o n r p l i s h e o  b y  e i t h e r  d i r e c t  a s s a u l t  ( o n  a
s l e e p i n g  c a n r p )  o r  s u r r e p i t i t i o u s  r e m o v a l  o f  a  f e w
horses  each n igh t  over  a  per ioo  o f  some days .  The
t h i e v e s  w i l l  u s u a l l y  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  h e r d  i s  w o r t h
s t e a l i n g  -  a t  l e a s t  2 5  s t r o n g .

I f  t h e  d i r e c t  a s s a u l t  m e t h o d  i s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  u s e d ,
t h e  p l a y e r s  w i 1 1 ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e  l e f t  m o u n t - ,  w e a p o n - ,
a n d  b o o t - l e s s  ( a n o  p r o b a b l y  w o u n d e c  i f  t h e y  h a v e  p u t  u p
a n y  f i g n t ) ;  t h e y  w i l l  n e e o  t o  c a p t u r e  a n d  b r e a k  n e w
n r o u n t s  b e f o r e  b e g i n n i n g  a n y  p u r s u i t  ( o r  a t . l e a s t  m a k e
i t  i n t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  s e t t l e m e n t  -  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  a n
e n t i r e  a d v e n t u r e  i n  i t s e l f ) .  I f  t h e  g r o u p  h a s
c o n c e i v e d ,  a n o  s t a r t e d ,  u s i n g  a  b r a n d ,  t h e r e  i s  a  2 5 7 �
c h a n c e  ( 2 - 4  u  1 1 - 1 2  o n  2 D )  t h a t  i t  w i l l  h a v e  b e c o m e
w e l l  k n o w n  e n o u g h  t o  b e  r e c o g n i z e o  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  t o w n s
a n d  v i l l a g e s  t n r o u q h  w h i c h  t h e  r u s t l e r s  t a k e  t h e  h e r d ,
a l l o w i n g  t h e  p . l a y e r s  t o  t r a c e  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  h e r d
and i  t s  new owners  .  T ra i  1  i  ng  the  hero  wou l  c t  no t  be
h a r d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  h e r o  i s  q u i t e  l a r g e ,  b u t  t h e
T r a c k i n g  t a l e n t  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  i f  t h e  t r a i l  g o e s  o v e r
rocky  or  hard  ground.

T h e  s a m e  s o r t  o f  t r a i l i n g  w i l l  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  i f
t h e  t h e f t  w a s  s u r r e p i t i t i o u s ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o w  n e c e s s a r y
t o  h a v e  t h e  T r a c k i n g  t a l e n t .  I f  t h e  s t o l e n  n o r s e s  r , r e r e' led  

over  haro  ground or  down a  watercourse ,  i t  w i l . l
r e q u i r e  a  4 / l Q  S R  ( i n s t e a d  o f  3 / I Q ) ;  i f  t h e y  w e r e  l e d
o v e r  a n y  r o c k y  p a t h s ,  t n e  S R  i s  5 / l Q  f o r  t h o s e  a r e a s .

0 n c e  ( a n o  i f )  t h e  p l a y e r s  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  t h e  h o r s e
t h i e v e s ,  j u s t i c e  i s  u p  t o  t h e  c a p t o r s .

L i l j o  k 'A ro ry t  ST  10  DX 19 (18 )
t lEAP0l{S:  7 Daqqers (1-1)  .FEAPOilS: 7 Daggers (1-1),

ARi l0R:  C lo th  ( -1  h i t )
TALENTS:  Miss i le  [ , leapons,

R e c o g n i z e  V a 1 u e ,  A s s e s s

The youngest  and smal les t  o f  the  th ree  bro thers
(h is  mother  was a  very  t iny  woman f rom one o f  the
c i t i e s  o f  T r e v a l i a ) ,  L i l j o  i s  a l s o  t h e  q u i c k e s t ;  h e  h a s
r e d d i s h  h a i r  a n d  d a r k  e y e s ,  a r r d  i s  s e e m i n g l y  m a d e  o f
w h i p c o r d  a n d  s t e e l .  E x c e p t i o n a l l y  g o o c i  w i t n  t h r o t ' , i n g
k n i v e s ,  h e  m a k e s  a n d  b a l a n c e s  h i s  o w n ;  w h e n  t h r o w i n g
h i s  b l a d e s ,  h e  s u f f e r s  a  D X  p e n a l t y  o f  - L l m e g a h e x
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u s u a l  - l l h e x ,  H e  a l w a y s  c a r r i e s  a  f a n
o f  7  k n i v e s  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  b e l t ,  a n d  i s  c a p a b l e  o f
t h r o w i n g  u p  t o  3  i n  a  c o m b a t  r o u n d .  I f  a n y  o f  t h e  c l a n
c o u l d  b e  s a j d  t o  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v e n g e f u . l ,  i t  i s  L i l j o .

T h e  S t i n g
( l n  t h e  R a n o o m  E n c o u r r t e r s  l i s t e o  f o r  t h e  p l a i n s ,

t h e  F M  w i l l  f i n o  a  H o r s e  T h i e v e s  e n c o u n t e r ;  t h e  f i r s t
o p t i o n  o f  t h a t  e n c o u n t e r  i n v o l v e s  a  s m a l I  t i n r e  s t i n g
for  a  few beas ts ,  and occurs  a long a  road or  o tner
t r a v e l w a y .  T h i s  s t i n g  i s  m o r e  a n r b i t i o u s ,  a n d  r e q u i r e s  a
b i t  o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a y e r s ,  i n  t h a t
t r rey  n rus t  be  jus t .  a  tao  greedy . )

I f  t h e  p a r t y  s h o u l d  b e  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f
s 0 u t h e r n  D a r o k ,  a n d  m a k e s  k n o w n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  l o o k i n g
f o r  h o r s e s  t o  b u y  ( o r  h a v e  c a p i t a 1  t o  s p e n o ) ,  t h e y  w i l l
b e  c o n t a c t e d  b y  a  m a n ,  o b v i o u s l y  a  p l a i n s m a n ,  w h o  s a y s
h e  i s  a c t i n g  f o r  a  g r o u p  o f  a l l i e d  h o r s e - b r e a k e r s  w h o
h a v e  g a t h e r e d  a n d  b r o k e n  a  f a i r l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  h e r d ,
s o m e  2 0 0  i n  n u m b e r .  T h e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s e l l  t h e  h e r d
f o r  a  f a i r l y  l o w  p r i c e  p e r  h e a d ,  s i n c e  i t  w i . l l  s a v e
t h e m  t h e  l o n g  d r i v e  u p  t o  S h a y l l e  ( t h e  p r i c e  m i g h t  b e
a s  l o w  a s  $ 3 0  a  h e a d  -  a n  a t t r a c t i v e l y  l o t ,  p r i c e ) ;  t h e
herd ,  w i th  however  n rany  horses  the  p layers  want ,  can  be
g a t h e r e d  a n d  d e l i v e r e d  t o  a  s p e c i f i e d  s p o t  w i t h i n  a b o u t
t h r e e  d a y s .  I f  t h e  p l a y e r s  a g r e e ,  t h e  m a n  w i l l  n a n l e  a
s p o t  a n d  t i m e ,  a n o  w i l l  r i d e  o u t  f r o m  t h e  v i l . l a g e .

T h r e e  d a y s  l a t e r ,  a t  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  s p o t ,  a  s i z a b l e
g r o u p  o f  m e n  w i . l  I  d e l  i v e r  a  h e r d  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i e o  s i z e .
I f  t n e  p l a y e r s  q u e s t i o n  t h e  

' l a r g e  
n u m b e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t

b r a n d s  o n  t h e  a n i m a l s '  f l a n k s ,  t h e  h e a d  w r a n g l e r  ( t h e
m a n  w h o  r n a o e  t h e m  t h e  o f f e r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e )  w i l l
i n t r o d u c e  t h e n j  t o  a  n u m b e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t  h o r s e - b r e a k e r s ,
s u c h  a s  H a s k e l l  T a b r i z ,  M o r g a n  t h e  L a s h ,  T a r n m a n y  H a l 1 ,
8 e g o n 0  I r o n b e n o e r ,  Q u i r t  f r o n r  t h e  L a k e ,  e t c . ,  v a r i o u s
o w n e r s  o f  t h e s e  o i f f e r e n t  b r a n d s .  o n c e  t h e  p l a y e r s  h a v e
p a i d  f o r  t h e  h e r d  ( t h e  h e a o  w r a n g l e r  w i 1  I  p r o v i o e  a
o i l . l  o f  s a l e  o n l y  i f  p o l n t e o l y  a s k e o  f o r  o n e ,  a n d  h e
w i l l  c o n t r i v e  t o  " f o r g e t "  i f  n o t  b a o g e r e d  f o r  i t ) ,  a n d
t a k e n  p o s s e s s i o n ,  t h e  n r e n  w i  l  1  r i d e  o f f .  T h e  p l  a y e r s '
d r i v e  m a y  s t a r t  i n  e a r n e s t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  ( s e e  t n e  r u l e s
f o r  t r a i l  d r i v e s  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n s ) .

S o m e t i m e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  d a y s  o f  t n e  d r i v e ,  a
l a r g e  b o d y  o f  r i d e r s  w i l l  b e  s p o t t e d  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e
h e r a  ( t h e  i n t i m a t i o n  m i g h t  b e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o u t l a w s  o u t
t o  s t e a l  t h e  p l a y e r s '  h e r d ) .  I f  t h e  p l a y e r s  a c c e p t .  a
p a r l a y  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  r i d e r s
a r e  a l l  h a r d - l o o k i n g  m e n ,  a p p e a r  t o  b e  o f  l o n g  a n d  h a r d
e x p e r i e n c e  o n  t h e  p l a i n s ,  a n o  s e e m  t o  b e  v e r y  c a p a b ' l e
and we l l  a rmec ( there  are  approx i rna te ly  th ree  t imes the
n u m b e r  o f  r i o e r s  a s  p l a y e r  c h a r a c t e r s ) .  T h e  r i o e r s  w i l l
s u r r o u n d  t h e  p l a y e r s ,  a n d  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  g r o u p  w i l l
i n q u i r e  a s  t o  t h e  p l a y e r s '  i n t e n d e d  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  a n d
a s l (  o h  s o  p o l i t e l y  w h e r e  t h e y  m a n a g e d  t 0  a c q u i r e  s u c h  a' l a r g e  

h e r d ,  w i t h  s o  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  b r a n d s .

IQ 12  MA 10
l i h i p  ( 1 - 1 ) ,  L a s s o  ( * )

N a t u r a l  i  s t ,  T r a c k i  n g ,
V a l  u e  ( A n i m a l  s )
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RANDOM ENCOUNTERS IN DAROK

P a r t i e s  t r a v e l i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y s i o e  o f  D a r o k
w i l l  h a v e  a m p l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n c o u n t e r  f e l  l o w
t r a v e l e r s ,  b e a s t s  o f  t h e  w i l d ,  o r  n a t u r a . l  o r  m a n m a d e
a r t i f a c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  F r l ' s  c a n  u s e  t h e  t a b l e s  a n d
d e s c r i p t i o n s  p r e s e n t e o  b e l o w  t o  s i m u l a t e  a  s a m p l i n g  o f
t h e s e  e n c o u n t e r  p o s s i b i  l  i t i e s .

F o r  t h e s e  p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  t e r r a i n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a s
b e e n  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  b a s i c  c a t e g o r i e s :

1  )  P l  a i n s / l o w 1  a n d s ,
2  )  t v lounta i  ns ,
3 )  M a j o r  a n d  m i n o r  r o a d s ,  a n d
4 )  F r e e h o l d s .

T h e  l i n e  o f  d e m a r c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p l a . i n s  a n d  t h e
m o u n t a i n s  i s  t h e  l i n e  o f  h e x e s  5  u n i t s  n o r t h  o f  t h e
Bloody  Roao.  Freeho lds  re fe r  to  any  map area  w i th . in  z
h e x e s  o f  a  c a s t l e  s t r o n g h o l d  o r  a s s o c i a t e o  v i l l a g e .  T o
determine whether  an  encounter  takes  p lace  on  any-  g iven
d a y ,  r o l  l  2 D  a n d  c o m p a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n q
c n a r t :

TERRAIN and ENC0Ui{TER CHANCES

T e r r a i n  T y p e  E n c o u n t e r  o n  #  o f  r o l l s  m a d e

A n t e l o p e / t s i s o n  -  T h e  p l a y e r s  c o m e  u p o n  a  g r a z i n g  h e r d
of - (FoTfD"6- ) -an te lope ( i -Z )  o r  b ison  (S-6) .  rhey  may
at tempt  t0  hunt  a rnong the  herd  i f  they  w. ish .  Anyone
at tempt ing  to  approach w i th in  100 meters  o f  an  an te looe
herd  must  move a t  ha l f  normal  speed or  less  to  avo id
d e t e c t i o n ;  w i t h i n  5 0  m e t e r s ,  a  c h a r a c t e r  m a y  m o v e  o n l y
I  o r  2  h e x e s  p e r  t u r n  a n d  m u s t  m a k e  a  D X  s a v i n q  r o l l  t 6
avo ic<r  a rous ing  no t ice  (3 /UX fo r  those who h ive  -  and
dec la re  themse lves  to  be  us ing  -  S ' i . len t  Movernent
s k i l l s ,  4 / D X  f o r  a 1 l  o t h e r s ) .  I f  a r o u s e d ,  t h e  n e r d  w i l l
q u i c k l y  f l e e  t h e  a r e a  ( M r r  =  l b ) .  A  f e l l e o  b e a s t ,  i f
p r o p e r l y  d r e s s e d  a n d  s a l t e d ,  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e
e q u i v a l e n t  o f  2  o a y s  o f  r a t j o n s  f o r  a  p a r t y  o t  s . i x .

H e r d s  o f  b i s o n  a r e  l e s s  o b s e r v a n t  ( r e d u c e  r a n g e
requ i rements  fo r  cau t ious  movemenr  to  50  ano 25  meter i ,
r . e s p e c t i v e l y ) ;  h o w e v e r ,  i f  r o u s e d ,  t h e y  c a n  a l s o  p o s e  a
d e f i n i t e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  w e l l - b e i n g  i f  t h e y  p a n i c
and s ta rnpede,  I f  roused by  p layer  Inovement ,  there  is  a
5 U %  c h a n c e  t h a t  t h e  h e r d  w i l l  s t a m p e o e ;  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a
I  in  6  chance o f  a  s tampeoe s ta r t ing  every  t ime a  gur r
i s  f l r e d  ( o r  a n y  o t h e r  l o u d  u n n a t u r a l  n o i s e  i s  m a d e ) .  A
s t a m p e d i n g  h e r o  w i l l  c h a r g e  i n  o n e  o f  t w o  o i r e c t i o n s
( r o 1 1  D 6 ) :  1 - 4 )  -  i n  t h e  o i r e c t i o n  i t  i s  p r e o o r n i n a n t l y
f a c i n g ,  o r  5 - 6 )  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i r r r m e d i a t e ' l y  o p p o s i t e
f r o m  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e .  I n  e i t h e r  e v e n t ,  t h e
d i  a g r a m  b e l o w  i  I  I  u s t r a t e s  t h e  v a r i o u s  s a v i n g  r o l  I  s
r e q u i r e d  f o r  c h a r a c t e r s  c a u g n t  i n  t n e  v i c i n i t y  o f  a
s tampede to  avo id  in ju ry ,  and the  amounts  o f  damage
s u s t a i n e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  f a i l  t h e i r  s a v e s .  T h e s e  s a v i n g
ro l l s  a re  requ i reo  to  be  rnade each combat  rouno tha t
the  layers  a re  in  the  des ignated  areas  o f  the  d iagran l
r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  h e r d ;  h o w e v e r ,  n u r n b e r  o f  d i c e  r o l l e d
d r 0 p  b y  o n e  e a c h  s u c c e s s i v e  c o m D a t  r o u n d  (  i . e . ,  t h e
7 / D X  S R  f o r  b e i n g  i n  t h e  h e r d  d r o p t s  t o  6 / D X  o n  t h e
s e c o n d  r o u n o ,  5 / 0 X  o n  t n e  t h i r d ,  e t c . ) .

M o u n t a  i  n s
R o a d s
Freeho l  ds

I f  an  encounter
c o n s u l t  t h e  t a b l e s
t a k i n g  p l a c e :

i s  i n d i c a t e d ,  r o 1 1  2 D  a g a i n  a n d
b e l o w  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n

9 or  more
6 or  more
7 or  more

I l  day
2/ day
2/  day

D i e
R o l . l-2-

3

5
6
7
B
9

10
1 1
t 2

D i e
R o l 1-7-

3
4
5
6
7
B
9

10
1 1
T 2

P r i e s t s  o f  A k h o r a  P i l g r i m s
Ante lope/B i  son  Khyppe
P o i s o n o u s  P l a n t  L i f e  P r i e s t s  o f  A k h o r a
Enemy Ra id ing  Par ty  Cavern
S k y r i d e r  P o i s o n o u s  P l a n t  L ' i f e

P l  a i n s
eEFfGnserai
Mercenaries
B i g  C a t s
Horse  Th ieves
Sn akes
!'li I d Hor se s

Major  Roads
Po i  sonous P l  an t
Pe asant  s
Car av an ser a i
Sh  ar ren
Army Patrol
P i  1  g r i m s
Band i  ts
Pr iests of  Akhora
Mercen ar i es
Khyppe
Trader Caravan

Moun ta ins
Snefres
Dwarve s
Enemy  Ra id ing  Pa r t y
Skyr i cler
Arnry Patrol
Sky r i de r  Cand ida tes

Freehol  d
Li fe nTTTagers w/Gr ievance

tsand i ts
Khyppe
Tourney
Hun t i ng  Pa r t y
0utr i  ders
Lord '  s  Men
Pr ies t s  o f  Akho ra
P i  I  g r i m s
Census Takers
Cavern

Desc r i p t i ons  o f  each  0 f  t hese  encoun te rs ,  i n
a lphabe t i ca l  o rde r ,  a re  p rov ided  on  the  fo l l ow ing
pages .  I f  t he  encoun te r  ro l l ed  does  no t  have  mu l t i p l e
opt ions,  and has a l ready been met by the p layers,  the
FM niay wish to rero l l  the resul t  on the appropr iate
tab le  above .

Charac ters  on  horseback  a t  the  t ime o f  the  s ta rnpede
r o l l  i .  l e s s  d i e  o n  t h e i r  s a v i n g  r o l I  ( 2  l e s s  d i c e  i f
E x p e r t  H o r s e m e n ) ;  t h e  s a v i n g  r o l l  i s  m a d e  a g a i n s t  t h e
r l o r s e ' s  D X  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p l a y e r ' s  o w n  D X .  I f  t h e  s a v e
i  s  f a i  l e d ,  b o t n  r i d e r  a n d  h o r s e  s u s t a i n  t h e  d a m a g e
i n d i c a t e d .  A  f e l l e d  b ' i s o n ,  p r o p e r l y  p r e p a r e d  a n d
s a l t e d ,  c a n  p r o v i d e  r a t i o n s  f o r  I  w e e k  f o r  a  p a r t y  o f
s i x ;  i f  a n y  i n  t h e  p a r t y  k n o w  T a n n i n g  a s  w e l  l ,  t h e  s k i n
may a lso  be  re rnoved fo r  sa le .
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Army Pat ro l  -  The par ty  i s  sudden ly  o rdered to  ha l t  by
6 voTcE-- t f i -at emanates frorn the nearest good point of
cover .  A  pa t ro l  o f  twe lve  Darokans  f rom the  neares t
F r e e h o l d  i s  p o s i t i o n e d  t h e r e ;  w i t h  b o w s  t r a i n e d ,  t h e y
demand tha t  the  par ty  approach fo r  ques t ion ing .  There
h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t s  o f  e n e m y  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  s o
tha t  the  scouts  a re  in  no  mood to  p lay  a round.  They
k n o w  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  7  h e x  a r e a  a n d  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s
v e r y  w e l 1 ,  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  e a s i l y  f o o l e o  i f  t h e  p a r t y' I i e s  

a b o u t  i t s  i d e n t i t y  o r  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  U n l e s s
t h e  p l a y e r s  h a v e  s p o u t e d  s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u s p i c i o u s
ta le  o r  d rawn weapons and a t tacked,  the  pa t ro l  w i l l
p robab ly  le t  the  par ty  go  a f te r  a  few moments  o f
q u e s t i o n i n g .  T h e y  w i l l  i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d ,  h o w e v e r ,
s t r o n g l y  d i s c o u r a g e  t h e  p a r t y  f r o m  " a d v e n t u r i n g  i n  a
w a r  z o n e " ,  a n d  s u g g e s t  ' i t  g o  b a c k  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i t
c a m e .  T h e  p a t r o l  w i l ' l  n o t  f o l l o w  t h e  p a r t y  t o  s e e  i f
' i t s  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  o b e y e d ,  b u t  w i l . l  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l y
h a r s h e r  i n  i t s  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p  i f  i t  e n c o u n t e r s
them a  second t ime.

B a n d i t s  ( r o 1 l  D 6 ) :- - -T :T  
The par ty  wa lks  d i rec t l y  in to  an  ambush -  th ree

b o w n e n  ( + 1  o n  t n e  T h i e f  t a b l e )  i n  n e a r b y  c o v e r ,  w i t h
t w o  c l o s e - r a n g e  f i g h t e r s  ( + o  o n  F i g h t e r  t a b l e )
p l  a c e d  s 1  i g h t l y  a h e a d .  P 1  a y e r s  w i t h  A l e r t n e s s  o r
A c u t e  H e a r i n g  t a l e n t s  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  n o r m a l  s a v i n g
r o l l s  t o  d e t e c t  t h e  a n b u s h  i n  t i m e .  I f  s u c c e s s f u l ,
t h e  t h i e v e s  w i . l l  t i e  u p  a n d  a b a n d o n  t h e i r  v i c t i m s  b y
t h e  r o a d s i d e ,  u n l e s s  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e t n  a p p e a r  ( b y
d r e s s  o r  v e r b a l  c l a i m s  o f  w e a l t h  a n d  s t a t i o n )  t o  b e
r a n s o m a b l e ,  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  t h e y  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  c a p t i v e
b y  t h e  g r o u p .

3 )  T h e  g r o u p  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e  s p r i n g s  i t s  a m b u s h ,
b u t  s e e k s  t o  p a r l e y  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y  r a t h e r  t h a n
r e l i e v e  i t  o f  i t s  w e a l t h .  T h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  b a n d i t
g r o u p  h a s  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  a n d  i s  b e i n g  h e l d  i n  t f r e
d u n g e o n s  o f  t h e  n e a r e s t  c a s t l e ,  w h e r e  h e  i s  t o  b e
executed  in  72  hours  t ime.  The members  o f  the  gang
a r e  a l l  k n o w n  ( t h o u g h  t w o  o f  t h e r n  h a v e  D i s g u i s e
t a l e n t s ) ,  a n d  h e n c e  r e q u i r e  o u t s i d e  h e l p  i f  t h e y  a r e
t o  g e t  w i t h i n  a n d  r e s c u e  t h e i r  l e a d e r .  T h e y  w i l l
o f fe r  a  share  o f  the  i r  cacheo loo t  fo r  th i  s
a s s ' i s t a n c e  ( a n c  w i l l  p a y  u p  i f  t h e  p l a y e r s  k e e p
t h e i r  e n d  o f  t h e  b a r g a i n ,  a n d  t h e  r e s c u e  i  s
s u c c e s s f u l ) .  I f  t h e  p l a y e r s  r e r l 6 e ,  t h e  b a n d i t s  w i l l
f l e e ,  f i r i n g  o n  t h e  p a r t y  o n c e  t h e y  g e t  o u t  o f  c l o s e
r  ange .
4 - 5 )  A  m o t l e y
poor ly  a rmed,
scouts .  They
smooth ly ,  and
been wounded
a v a i l a b l e .

c r e w  o f  4  t h i e v e s  ( - 2  o n  T h i e f  t a b l e ) ,
a n d  d i s g u i s e d  ( e q u a 1 1 y  p o o r l y )  a s  a r m y
wi  

. l  
1  pan ic  read i  1y  i  f  th  i  ngs  do  no t  go

s u e  f o r  m e r c y  i f  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  h a v e
and no  escape rou te  appears  read i  1y

6 )  A  g r o u p  o f  f i v e  b r i g a n c s ,  a l l  E x p e r t  H o r s e m e n ,
emerge f rom cover  and make a  d i rec t  assau l t  on  the
p a r t y .  W h a t  t h e y  l a c k  i n  s u b t l e t y  t h e y  m a k e  u p  f o r
i n  f e r o c i t y .  T h e y  a l l  h a v e  S T  1 3  D X  1 5  I Q  1 1 ,  a n d
c a r r y  2  s p e a r s  a n d  a  b e l t  k n . i f e .  T h e y  m a y  f i g h t  a s
b e r s e r k e r s  i f  t h e y  c h o o s e ;  t h u s  i f  t h e  p a r t y  h a s
t h o u g n t s  o f  s u r r e n d e r i n g ,  i t  h a d  b e s t  d o  s o  q u i c k l y ,
f o r  s u c h  n i c e t i e s  t e n d  t o  f a 1 1  b y  t h e  w a y s i d e  i n  t h e
m i d s t  o f  b a t t l e  f r e n z y .

B ig  Cats  -  The par ty  comes upon one or  more  o f  the
T a r g e  T e l i n e  s p e c i e s  i n d i g e n o u s  t o  t h e  D a r o k a n  p l a i n s
( r o 1 l  D 6 ) :

1 - 2 )  L i o n s .  T h e  p l a y e r s  p a s s  n e a r  a  s e c t i o n  o f
sparse ,  sc rubby  undergrowth .  I f  any  have the  Acute
Hear i  ng  ta l  en t ,  they  w i  I  I  no te  the  presence o f
c r e a t u r e s  i n  t h i s  s h a o y  s t r e t c h  o f  l a n d .  0 t h e r w i s e ,
a n y  c h a r a c t e r  e n t e r i n g  t h i s  u n d e r g r o w t h  i s  l i k e l y  t o
s t u m b l e  u p o n  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  a  s m a l l  ( 1 0 - 1 2 )  p r i d e  o f
l i o n s  r e s t i n g  h e r e .  T h e  b e a s t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  p l e a s e d
b y  t h e  i n t r u s i o n ,  a n d  w i l l  m o v e  t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r
t u r f ;  t h e  p l a y e r s  c a n  s t i l l  a v o i d  c o m b a t  i f  t h e y

w i t h d r a w  q u i c k l y ;  i f  t h e y  s t a n d  a n d  f i g h t ,  t h e y  w i l l
h a v e  t o  f a c e  a l l  t h e  p r i d e  w i t h i n  5  c o m b a t  r o u n d s .
3-4)  Saber too th .  A  gooo-s ized saber too th  (ST 35)
pounces  a t  the  par ty  f rom the  nearby  underbrush;
par ty  members  w i th  A le r tness ,  Acute  Hear ing ,  o r
E x p e r t  N a t u r a l  i  s t  t a l e n t s  r e c e i v e  s a v i n g  r o l  I  s  t o
a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  a t t a c k ;  a l l  o t h e r s  a r e  S u r p r i s e d  f o r
o n e  c o m b a t  r o u n d .  T h e  t i g e r  w i l l  g o  a f t e r  o n e  o f  t h e
p a r t y ' s  h o r s e s  o r  m u l e s  o n  i t s  i n i t i a l  a t t a c k  r a t h e r
than a  par ty  member ;  the  ta rge t  beas t  w i l l  pan ic
in rmed ia te ly  and a t tempt  to  bo l t  (Exper t  Horseman
r e c e i v e s  a  4 / D X  s a v i n g  r o l l  t o  k e e p  t h e  b e a s t  u n d e r
cont ro l  ,  a  Horseman a  5 /DX sav ing  ro1  1  ;  i f  th  i  s
f a i l s ,  t h e  r i d e r  m u s t  m a k e  a  s e c o n d  s a v i n g  r o l l  -
3 / D X  a n o  5 / D X  r e s p e c t i v e l y  -  t o  a v o i d  b e i n g  t h r o w n ) .
I f  s e r i o u s l y  w o u n d e d  ( m o r e  t h a n  I l 2  d a m a g e ) ,  t h e
b e a s t  w i l l  a t t e m o t  t o  f l e e .
5-6)  Leopards .  The par ty  can see a  pa i r  o f  leopards
e y e i n g  t h e m  w a r i l y  f r o m  a  s t r e t c h  o f  t a l l  g r a s s e s
about  50-75  m away.  I f  the  par ty  ou tnumbers  the
b e a s t s  b y  m o r e  t h a n  2 : L ,  a n d  a p p r o a c h  n o  c l o s e r
( s k i r t i n g  a r o u n d  t o  o n e  s i d e  w h e n  t h e y  p a s s ) ,  t h e
l e o p a r d s  w i l  l  n o t  a t t a c k .  I f  c o m b a t  i s  j o i n e d ,  t h e
beasts  have ST 16 DX 15 IQ 6  MA 14;  ? -L  damage w i th
paws in  normal  combat ,  2+2 in  HTH.

Cavern  -  A  smal . l  rec tangu lar  cave open ing  can be  seen
;TTEe base o f  a  nearby  rocky  kno1 l .  The cave ex tends
back  about  15  fee t ,  then nar rows to  a  very  sha l low
c r a w l  s p a c e  ( o n 1 y  a  r e a s o n a b l y  t h i n ,  u n a r m o r e d  m a n  o r
w o m a n  c a n  f i t  t h r o u g h  t h i s  o p e n i n g ) .  0 n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e
i  s  a  second smal  1  ,  very  damp cave,  fed  by  an
u n d e r g r o u n d  p o o l ;  i t s  w a 1 l s  a r e  c o v e r e o  w i t h  B e r s e r k e r
mushrooms,  and there  are  1D6 +  1  Green S l i rnes  present .
T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  s m a l l  n i c h e  i n  t h e  r e a r  w a l l  o f  t h e
f  i r s t  c a v e r n  ( 5 / I Q  t o  n o t i c e ) ;  a n  a p p a r e n t l y  e m p t y
I e a t h e r  D o u c h  I  i e s  w i t h i n .  I f  a  s m a l . l  a m o u n t  o f  f o o d  o r
p i p e w e e d  i s  p . l a c e d  w i t h i n  a n d  l e f t  f o r  6  h o u r s ,  t h e
p o u c h  w i l l  b e c o m e  f u 1 1 ,  a n d  r e m a i n  s o  a s  l o n g  a s  s o m e
o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  r e m a i n s  i n s i d e .  T h e  s p e 1 l  w i l  l  w o r k
o n l y  o n e  t i m e ;  t h u s  t h e  p o u c h  c a n n o t  b e  e m p t i e d  a n d
t h e n  r e u s e d .

Caravansera i  -  The par ty  comes upon a  water ing  ho le  and
TemEd--TEsT area not marked on any map. Although the
three  men and women who a t tend to  the i r  horses  and
persona l  needs  are  po1 i te  and he1 p fu l  ,  they  seem
somewhat  d is t rac ted  and s t range to  the  d isc ree t
o b s e r v e r .  T h e  a r e a ' s  e v i d e n t  p r o p r i e t o r ,  a  c o r p u ' l e n t
b u l b o u s - n o s e d  f e l l o w  n a r n e d  Z a m - a o h ,  i s  m o r e  t a l k a t i v e ,
and a lways  seems to  be  wh i t t l i ng  on  one or  another
p i e c e  o f  v e r y  d a r k ,  d e e p - r e d d i s h  r v o o d  ( r e c o g n i z a b l e  t o
a n  E x p e r t  N a t u r a l i s t ,  i f  h e  m a k e s  h i s  I Q  s a v i n g  r o 1 1  '
a s  S o u l ' s  R o o t ,  a  v e r y  r a r e  f o r m  o f  s o f t w o o d  t r e e ) .
| , lhen  carved in to  a  l ' i keness  o f  a  man or  woman present ,
b y  t h e  n a n d s  o f  a  t r u l y  g r e a t  c a r v e r  l i k e  Z a m - a d h ,  t h e
wood image can be  used to  d raw the  la t te r  under  the
c a r v e r ' s  m e n t a l  s w a y ,  a c t i n g  a s  a  v e r y  d e e p  C o n t r o l
P e r s o n  s p e l l .  H i s  r e s e a r c h e s  i n t o  t h i s  I  i t t l e  k n o w n
E a n E - w e r e  r i d i c u l e d  a s  " o l d  w i v e s  t a l e s " ,  b u t  h a v e
a l  ready  de  l  i vered  h i rn  h ' i  s  th ree  he l  pers ;  he  now
g r a n d i o s e l y  s c h e m e s  h i s  r e v e n g e  o n  a l l  w h o  d o  n o t  g i v e
h i m  h i s  d u e  r e s p e c t .

I f  t h e  p l a y e r s  s t a y  t h e  n i g h t ,  a n d  h a v e  l n  a n y  w a y
i n s u l t e d  t h e i r  h o s t  ( n o t  a  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k ,  g i v e n  t h e
l a t t e r ' s  y e a r s  o f  b u i l t - u p  r e s e n t m e n t ) ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  7 5 %
c h a n c e  ( 5 - 1 0  o r  m o r e  o n  2 D )  t h a t  h e  w i l l  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d
puppets  o f  each o f  the  par ty  members  by  morn ing  (5 / IQ
s a v i n g  r o l l  t o  a v o i d  t h e  c h a r m ,  n e w  s a v i n g  r o l l s  a s  i f
u n d e r  a  C o n t r o l  s p e l l ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Z a m - a d h  w i l l  f i n d
tha t  thEFE are  l im i ts  to  the  number  o f  be ings  he  can
a c t i v e l y  c o n t r o l  a t  o n c e ;  i f  g i v i n g  c o m m a n d s  t o  m o r e
t h a n  2  p e o p l e  a t  o n c e ,  t h e  v i c t i m s  m a y  t r y  t o  r e s i s t
t h e  c o m m a n d  ( 3 / I Q  s a v i n g  r o l l ;  s u b t r a c t  L  f r o m  d i e  r o l l
r e s u l t  f o r  e a c h  s u c c e s s f u l  p r i o r  c h a l l e n g e ,  a d d  1  f o r
e a c h  f a i  l  u r e )  .  T h e  v i c t i m s  a r e  a u t o m a t i c a l  l y  r e l e a s e d
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f rom the  charm i f  the  puppet  i s  des t royed,  bu t  w i l l
take  I  d ie  o f  danrage f rom the  des t ruc t ion  o f  the  deep
I  i n k .

u C e n s u s "  T a k e r s  -  A  v e r y  m i x e d  g r o u p ,  i n c l u d i n g  b o t h
IoFaenlen-and'J-ootmen, as wel I  as'a pair of middie-aqed
m e n  b e a r i n g  t h e  e m b l e m  o f  t h e  l o c a l  L o r d ,  w i l l  h a i t  i n e
par ty  and approach i f  i t s  members  do  no t  appear  to  be
l o c a l s .  t ) n e  o f  t h e  L o r d ' s  M a n  w i l l  a s k  t h e  p a r t y  i f
t h e y ' d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e a r n i n g  2 5  s i l v e r s  e a c h  f o r  a
s i m p l e  d a y ' s  w o r k .  H e - s a y s  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p  i s  e n g a g e d  i n
a s s e m b l i n g  t h e  r o l l s  o f  t h e  s o m e  o f  i h e  i o c a l  v i l i a g e s ,
a n d  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  m e n  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h i s  p o l l i n g . - A n y
r e s i d e n t  o f  D a r o k  r e c e i v e s  a  3 / I Q  s a v i n g  r o l t ;  i f - i t  i i
s u c c e s s f u l ,  h e  w i l l  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  r e a l  i u r p o s e  o f  t h e" c e n s u s "  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  y o u n g  u n m a r r i e d  m a i d e n s  w h o  a r e
e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  a u t u m n a l  s a c r i f i c e  t o  A k h o r a .  I f  t h e
p a r t y  a c c e p t s  t h e  j o b ,  t h e y  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  e n c o u n t e r  a t
leas t  one fa ther  who w i l l  answer  the  door  w i th  weaoon
d r a w n ,  w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  t o  t h e  d e a t h  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s
d a u g h t e r ' s  i d e n t i t y .  I f ,  a f t e r  t h i s  e n c o u n t e r ,  t h e y
l o s e  t h e i r  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  j o b ,  t h e y  h a d  b e s t  k e e f  c l e a i
o f  t h e  L o r d ' s  M e n  w h o  h i r e d  t h e m ,  o r  t h e y  a r e  1 i i < , e l y  t o
b e  c l a p p e d  i n  i r o n s  f o r  a  m o n t h  o r  s o .

Dwarves  -  A  group o f  306 +  3  res idents  f rom the  dwarven
e n c l a v e  o f  R h u z  a r e  b o u n d  f o r  t h e  n e a r e s t  c a s t l e ,  t o
s e e k  a i d  f r o m  t h e  l o r d  o f  t h e  H o . l d  i n  r e p e l l i n g  a
M u i p o c a n  r a i d i n g  f o r c e  t h a t  i s  m o v i n q  t h r o u q h  t h e
d i s p u t e d  l a n d s  o f  t h e  H i l l s  o f  0 r e ,  l e n d i n g  a i d  t o  t h e
Muipocan miners  in  an  a t tempt  to  fo rce  favorab le
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t w o  l o n g  a n d  b i t t e r  c l a i m  d i s p u t e s  o v e r
r i c h _ v e i n s . o f  .  g e m s .  T h e  , , e r n b a s s y , s , ,  l e a d e r  i s  G i d r . i  ( S T
1 6  D X  1 5 ( 1 2 )  I Q  1 2 ;  t s a t t l e a x e ,  S n a l l  H a m m e r ;  C h a j n  +
| { a r r i o r ,  - 4  h i t s ;  l , J a r r i o r ,  N a t u r a l i s t ,  W o o d s m a n ,
A x / M a c e ,  A c u t e  H e a r i n g ,  D i p l o m a c y ,  C o n r m o n ) ,  a  m i d d l e
a g e d  w o o d s m a n  h i g h  i n  t h e  e n c l a v e ' s  c o u n c . i  I s ,  w h o s e
t e m p e r  i s  a  b i t  l e s s  f i e r y  t h a n  s o m e  o f  h j s  k i n d r e d  a n d
w h o  i  s  w e l  I  v e r s e d  i n  w i  l d e r n e s s  s k i  I  I  s .  T r e a t  t h e
r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  p a r t y  a s  + 1  o n  t h e  F i g h t e r  t a b l e ,  a l  l
bearing ax/mace weapons of some type; SO% of the men
w i l l  b e  i n  c h a i n  a r m o r .  T h e  d w a r v e s ' w i l l  t a k e . l i t t l e
n o t i c e  o f  t h e  p l a y e r s ,  p a r t y  u n l e s s  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  i t s
members  speak  dwarven,  o r  the  par ty  asser ts  tha t  i t  has
i n f I u e n c e  u i i t h  t h e  I o c a l  L o r d .

Hgr :e  Th ieves  -  The par ty  encounters  a  g roup o f  e . igh t
p  I  a l n s m e n  w h o  m a k e  t h e i r  1  i v i n g  b y  p r a c t i c i n g  t h e
a g e - o 1 d  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  h o r s e  t h e f t .  T h e  e n c o u n t e i  w i l l
d i f f e r ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  p l a y e r s , p a r t y  i s
a l r e a d y  m o u n t e d :

l )  I f  one  or  more  rnembers  o f  the  par ty  happen to  be
t r a v e l l i n g  o n  f o o t ,  t h e  p l a i n s m e n  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t o  b e
h e r d i n g  a l o n g  s e v e r a l  h o r s e s  b e s i d e  t h e i r  o w n .  T w o
of  the  p la insmen w i l l  approach the  par ty ,  and o f fe r
t0  se l  l  them one or  more  o f  these horse i  a t  a  very
r e a s o n a b l e  r a t e  ( a b o u t  6 0 - 8 0 %  o f  n o r m a l  p r i c e ) .  T h 6
h o r s e s  b e i n g  o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  a r e  s t o l e n ,  a n d  s t i l l
b e a r  t h e  m a r k  o f  a  c r o s s e d  H  o n  t h e i r  h i n d q u a r t e r s
( t h e  b r a n d  o f  H a s k e l l  T a b r i z ,  a  h o r s e b r e a k e r  w h o
w o r k s  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  n e a r b y ,  a n d  i s  q u i t e  w e l l
k n o w n ) .  I f  H a s k e l l ,  o r  a n y  o f  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  s e e  a
p l a y e r  r i d i n g  o n e  o f  t h e s e  b e a s t s  ( a  q u i t e  l i k e l y
occur rence i f  the  par ty  remains  in  the  area  fo r  a
d a y  0 r  m o r e ) ,  h e  w i l l  b e  a c c u s e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e
t h i e v e s  -  a n d  h i s  m a t e s  a r e  u n l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  m o r e
t h a n  2 4  h o u r s  t o  p r o v e  h i s  i n n o c e n c e ,  o r  b r e a k  h i m
o u t  o f  t h e  1 o c a 1  j a i l .
2 )  I f  a l  I  i  n  the  par ty  a re  0n  horseback ,  the
p l a i n s m e n  w i l l  h a i l  t h e m  f r o m  a  d i s t a n c e ,  a n d
approach to  exchange gree t ings .  I f  the  th . ieves
b e l i e v e  t h e n t s e l v e s  t o  h a v e  t h e  s u p e r i 0 r  f o r c e ,  t h e y
w i l l  t a k e  t h e i r  l e a v e  a f t e r  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  l e a r n  t h e
p a r t y ' s  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  a n d  r i d e  h a r d  t o  s e t  u D  a n
ambush on  the  t ra i  I  ahead.  The th ieves  want  to
c a p t u r e  t h e  h o r s e s  i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n ,  s o  t h e y  w i l l

seek  to  conv ince  the  par ty  to  sur render  upon
spr ing ing  the  arnbush -  anyone who does  so  w i l l
f o r f e i t  h i s  h o r s e  a n d  p u r s e ,  b u t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  k e e p
h i s  w e a p o n  a n d  h i s  l ' i f e .  T h e  t h i e v e s  a r e  + 1  o n  t h e
T h i e f  t a b l e .

Hunt ing  Par ty  -  The par ty  sees  a  la rge  group o f  3D6 x  5
horsemen (bo th  men and women) ,  a long w i th  a  number  o f
h u n t i n g  d o g s ,  g a t h e r e d  i n  l o o s e l y  k n i t  g r o u p s  a r o u n d  a
c a n o p i e d  p a v i l i o n  t h a t  s t a n d s  i n  a n  o p e n  g r e e n s w a r d .
Today is  a  loca l  Feas t  Day ,  and in  i t s  honor  the  Lord
o f  t h e  F r e e h o l d  i s  s p o n s o r i n g  a  b o a r  h u n t ,  w i t h  t h e
s layer (s )  o f  the  boar  to  rece ive  an  honored p lace  a t
t h e  L o r d ' s  o w n  t a b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  b a n q u e t  t o  f o l l o w  i n
t o w n  a t  n i g h t f a l l .  T h e  a f f a i r  i s  b e i n g  p r e s i d e o  o v e r  b y
V i l o n z ,  o n e  o f  t h e  L o r d ' s  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  w h o  t a k e s  h i s
c e r e m o n i a l  r e s p o n s i b i  l i t i e s  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y  ( a n d  w i l l
n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  a n y  d i s t u r b a n c e  t h a t  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  h i s
p l a n s ) .  T h e  L o r d  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  h i s  e l d e s t  c h i  l d
i s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  h u n t .  T h e  h u n t ' i s  o p e n  t o
anyone,  inc lud ing  the  p layers ;  however ,  any  who are  no t
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  H o l d  w i l l  s u r e l y  b e  v i e w e d  a s" i n t e r l o p e r s " ,  r e c e i v i n g  a  f r o s t y  r e c e p t i o n  a n d  l i t t l e
a id  f rom the  o ther  huntsmen.  I f  the  p layers  dec ide  to
p a r t i c i p a t e ,  o r  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  h u n t ,  r o l l  D 6 :

1 - 4 )  e v e n t s  u n f o l d  n o r m a l l y ;  F M ' s  s h o u l d  d e t e r m i n e
whether  any  o f  the  p layers  w i l l  have a  chance to
l a n d  t h e  b o a r ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  T r a c k i n g ,  H o r s e m a n s h i p
and o ther  re levant  sk i  I  I  s  (  and remember ing  tha t
s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  h u n t e r s  w i l l  h a v e  a  g r e a t  d e a l
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  a b i l i t y  a t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  e n d e a v o r ) .

0 n  a  5  o r  6 ,  s o m e  u n u s u a l  e v e n t  o c c u r s :
5 )  A n  " u n c h o s e n "  s o n  o f  t h e  s , P a a r  f a m i l y ,  G o r a t h

( S T  1 4  D X  1 2 ( 1 0 )  I Q  1 0 ;  S p e a r ,  S p e a r  T h r o w e r ,  L o n g
B o w ;  L e a t h e r  ( +  W a r r i o r ,  - 3  h i t s ) ;  H o r s e m a n s h i p ,  S e x
Appea l  ,  T rack i  ng)  ,  i  s  one o f  the  huntsmen.  Hungry
fo r  advancement ,  he  has  dec ided tha t  he  must  w in
t o d a y ' s  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a n d  h a s  t a k e n  s t e p s  t o  e n s u r e
h i s  v i c t o r y .  G o r a t h  h a s  h i r e d  a  g r o u p  o f  4  m e n  t o
jo in  the  hunt  and s tay  near  the  ac t ion ,  a t tempt ing
t o  d i s r u p t  a n y  w h o  s e e m  t o o  " h o t "  o n  t h e  t r a i 1 .  T h e
p l a y e r s  m a y ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  t r a c k i n g  b o a r  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,
e n c o u n t e r  t h e s e  r u f f i a n s  u n d e r  

' l e s s  
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c  i  r c u m s t a n c e s .
6 )  A n  a s s a s s i n  ( S T  1 1  D X  1 6 ( 1 5 )  I Q  L 2 ;  K n i f e ,

N u n c h u k s ,  L o n g  B o w ;  C l o t h  ( - 1  h i t )  ;  3  m o l o t a i  I  s ;
S i l e n t  F l o v e m e n t ,  S p y i n g ,  T r a c k i n g ,  T h i e f )  l u r k s  i n
t h e  w o o d s ,  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  L o r d , s
s o n / d a u g h t e r .  T h e  a s s a s s i n  w i l l  m a k e  h i s  a t t e m p t ,
u s i n g  a  p o i s o n e d  a r r o w ,  d u r i n g  m i d - h u n t ;  t h e  p l a y e r s
m a y  b e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h w a r t  h i s  a t t e m p t ,  o r  t o  b e
u n j u s t l y  a c c u s e o  o f  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l o t .  I f
t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  c a p t u r e ,  t h e  a s s a s s i n  w i  1  I  p o i  s o n
h i m s e l f  -  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e f f e c t s  w i l l  r e v e a l  n o  c l u e s
as  to  employer  ( though the  FM may w ish  to  de termine
t h e  p a r t i e s  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  a n o  s e t  t h e  p l a y e r s  o n
t h e i r  t r a i l  a s  a  f u r t h e r  a o v e n t u r e ) .

Khyppe -  The par ty  encounters  Khyppe,  the  Darokan
a r r n y ' s  c h i e f  s u p p l y  o f f i c e r  ( s e e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e
M a j o r  P e r s o n a l i t i e s  s e c t i o n  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  b o o k ) .  0 n  a
9  o r  m o r e  o n  2 D ,  h e  w i l l  b e  t r a v e l i n g  a l o n e ;  o t h e r w i s e ,
h e  w i l l  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t h e  s u p p o r t  t r o o p s  l i s t e d  i n
h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n .  I f  e n c o u n t e r e d  w i t h i n  8  h e x e s  o f  t h e
nor thern  border ,  he  w i l l  be  headed fo r  Rhuz,  to  a t tempt
t 0  s t i r  u p  t h e  d w a r v e n  p o p u l  a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e
e n c r o a c h i n g  s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  M u i p o c a n  m i n e r s ;  o t h e r w i s e ,
h e  w i l l  b e  j o u r n e y i n g  e i t h e r  t o  ( 1 - 3  o n  D 6 )  o r  f r o m
( 4 - 6 )  t h e  n e a r e s t  v i 1 1 a g e ,  s e e k i n g  a u x i l i a r y  s u p p l i e s .
fo r  a  s izab le  Darokan fo rce  encamped in  the  area .  I f
t r a v e l i n g  a 1 o n e ,  K h y p p e  w i l l  ( u n l e s s  t h e  p a r t y  a p p e a r
t o  b e  D a r o k a n  t r o o p s )  c o n c e a l  h i s  t r u e  i d e n t i t y ,  a n d
assume the  gu ise  o f  a  wander ing  whee lwr igh t ;  he  may
accept  an  o f fe r  to  t rave l  w i th  the  p layers '  par ty  i f
h i s  R e a c t i o n  R o l l  i s  f a v o r a b l e .  I f  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  h i s
m o u n t e d  e s c o r t ,  a n d  c o m i n g  f r o m  a  v i 1 1 a g e ,  t h e  g r o u p
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wi l l  be  heav i l y  l aden  w i th  supp l i es ,  and  ve ry  cau t i ous
of  s t rangers.  Khyppe wi l l  a lways be in terested in  news
from abroad,  and may voluntar i1y of fer  papent  for
pa r t i cu la r l y  wo r thwh i l e  b i t s  o f  i n te l1 igence ;  he
h  imse l f  has  t he  ab i l  i t y  t o  speak  i n  an  appa ren t l y
s t ra igh t fo rward  manner ,  ye t  r evea l  ve ry  l i t t l e  o f  h i s
purposes or  knowledge.

l -ord 's  Men -  Seven members of  the local  Lord 's  personal
!uatrd--TEssed in leather armor with armbands bearing
the  fam i l y  emb lem,  app roach  rap id l y  on  ho rseback ,
g i v i ng  no  s ign  o r  g ree t i ng .  As  they  d raw  w i th in  25  m
(o r  i f  t he  pa r t y  a t  any  t ime  a t t emp ts  t o  f l ee .du r i ng
the i r  app roach )  ,  t hey  w i  l  I  d raw  the i r  a rms  (mos t l y
spears,  wi th 2 bat t leaxemen at  the head and rear  of  the
fo rma t i on )  and  ca l l  f o r  t he  pa r t y  t o  ha l t .  The  g roup
has  been  sen t  ou t  t o  f i nd  and  app rehend  a  f ug i t i ve
though t  t o  have  se t  f i r e  t o  t he  cas t l e ' s  s tab les ;  f o r
some obscure reason,  they have decided that  one of  the
pa r t y  members  i s  t he i r  man .  Un less  he  and  h i s
co l l eagues  can  t ru l y  supp l y  an  a i r t i gh t  s to ry ,  t he  rnen
w i l l  t r y  t o  se i ze  t he  supposed  a rson i s t .  I f  t aken  and
le f t  t o  s tand  be fo re  t he  Lo rd ' s  T r i buna l ,  t he
cha rac te r ' s  chances  o f  hav ing  h i s  i nnocence  recogn i zed
a re  two fo ld :  s l  im  and  none .  A l t e rna t i ve l y ,  t r y i ng  t o
sp r i ng  the  cap t i ve  f r om the  cas t l e ' s  dungeons  i s  l i ke l y
to be no mean feat  e i ther ,  for  these nether  domains are
gua rded  we l l  by  bo th  rab id l y  l oya l  ( a l be i t  no t  ove r l y
b r i gh t )  sen t r i es  and  a  cons tan t l y  hung ry  pa i r  o f
sabertooths.  There is ,  however,  in format ion to be had
( fo r  a  p r i ce )  i n  t he  t ave rn  i n  t he  nea res t  v i l l age  tha t
wou ld  enab le  t he  pa r t y  t o  i den t i f y  and  l oca te  t he  rea l
a r s o n i s t .

Mercenar ies -  I f  th i  s  encounte l i  s  ro l . led anywhere
ifih'Tfr'-6-I2 nex radius of 0utpost 0range, roll a D6 -
on  a  5  o r  6 ,  t he  pa r t y  w i l l  f i r s t  encoun te r  a  merchan t
caravan,  t ravel  ing aboard three badly bat t le-scarred
wagons.  A seedy- looking gent leman wi  I  1  act  as the
g roup ' s  spokesman ,  and  app roach  the  p laye rs  w i t h  a  t a l e
of  woe about  having had to f ight  of f  a  band of  th ieves;
he wi 1 I atternpt to conv i nce the p l ayers to buy a
port ion of  thei r  cargo at  a very low rate,  so that  the
caravan can af ford to make necessary repai rs  to the
wagons .  Cau t i ous  p laye rs  may  no t i ce  t ha t  t he  f e l l ow ' s
s to ry  con ta ins  seve ra l  i ncons i s tenc ies ;  o the rs  rnay  we l l
be at t racted by the opportuni ty  to get  something for
v  i r t u a l  1 y  n o t h i n g .

Whe the r  o r  no t  t h i s  f i r s t  encoun te r  occu rs ,  on
mid-af ternoon of  the same day the par ty  wi l l  meet  a
g roup  o f  L0  cen tau r  wa r r i o r s  i n  f u l l  l ea the r  a rmor ,
armed wi th Halberd and Bov{ ,  each w' i th  ST 12 + 1D6,
ad jDX  10  +  1D6 ,  IQ  11 .  The  cen tau rs  a re  seek ing  the
group of  bandi ts  that  two days ago at tacked and seized
a merchant  caravan guarded by sonre of  thei r  mates (a l l
o f  whom were k i  l  led save one,  who escaped though
wounded and made i t  back to the outpost  to  te l l  the
ta le ) .  The  band i t s  t hey  seek  a re  o f  cou rse  now
masquerading as the merchant  group descr ibed above.  i f
the p l  ayers have bought  goods f rorn that  group and they
a re  v i s i b l y  d i sp layed  when  the  mercena r i es  app roach ,
the centaurs wi l l  demand that  the par ty  surrender and
come to  t he  ou tpos t  f o r  ques t i on ing .  F igh t i ng  t h i  s
bunch ,  o r  a t t emp t i ng  f l i gh t ,  i s  1 i ke1y  to  be  a  messy
form of  su ic ide -  however,  i f  the par ty  goes a long
w i thou t  res i s tance ,  t he  su rv i v i ng  gua rd  w i l l  c l ea r  t hem
o f  any  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  t he  robbe ry .

I f  not  in  the aforement ioned area,  the p layers
wi l l  encounter  a quar tet  of  human mercenar ies (+2 on
the  F igh te r  t ab le ) ,  r e tu rn ing  to  t he  Gu i . l d  Ha l l  i n
Shay l l e  a f t e r  comp le t i ng  a  recen t  j ob .  They  a re
ava i l ab le  f o r  h i re ,  bu t  s i nce  they  have  no t  ye t  spen t
the money they earned f rom the last  duty,  they wi l l
requi re above average pay (a bonus of  1D6 x 10% over
normal  wages)  to p ique thei r  in terest .  They each carry
the  equ i va len t  o f  one  mon th ' s  wages  i n  t he i r  pocke ts .

Out r iders  -  A  group o f  f i ve  horsemen,  compr ised o f  a
yoln[-m-rd and four men-at-arms. They approach the
par ty  w i th  weapons undrawn,  mak ing  appropr ia te  ha i ' l  i ng
g e s t u r e s  a n d  o b v i o u s l y  s e e k i n g  t o  p a r l e y .  T h e  s u b j e c t
o f  t h e i l i n t e r e s t  i s :

1 -4)  They  are  a t tempt ing  to  ge t  a id  fo r  the  fan i l y
pa t r ia rch  and Master  o f  the  cas t le ,  who has  been
s t r i c k e n  b y  a  s u d d e n  a n d  g r a v e  i l l n e s s  t h a t  h a s  l e f t
h i m  f e v e r e d  a n d  r a v i n g .  T h e  M a s t e r ' s  H e a l e r  i s  o f f
w i th  the  army,  and cannot  be  qu ick ly  reached;  the
r i d e r s  a r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a  M a s t e r  P h y s i c k e r  t o  g i v e
t h e m  a i d .  I f  t h e  p a r t y  c o n t a i n s  s u c h  a n  i n d i v i d u a l
a n d  g o e s  t o  t h e  c a s t l e ,  t h e  h e a l e r  w i l . l  a l m o s t
c e r t a i n l y  ( 2  o r  a b o v e  o n  1 .  d i e )  b e  a b l e  t o  d i a g n o s e
t h e  i l l n e s s  a s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a  s u b t l e  s y s t e m i c
p o i s o n  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  t o t a l  i n s a n i t y  ( a n d  e v e n t u a l
d e a t h )  i f  n o t  t r e a t e d  b y  e i t h e r  t h e  U n i v e r s a l
Ant ido te  o r  w i th  the  c rushed ber r ies  o f  the  dursha
p l a n t  ( a  f o r e i g n  s p e c i e s  1 i k e 1 y  t o  b e  f o u n d  f o r  s a l e
o n l y  i n  t h e  b a z a a r  a t  S h a y l l e ) .  T h e  M a s t e r  p o s s e s s e s
a  l a r g e  b o x  e n c h a n t e d  w i t h  t h e  L i t t . l e  D e a t h  s p e l . l ,
which could be used to sustain hTm-'-Ifr-tiT--t-tre party
can journey  to  Shay l  1e  to  acqu i re  the  needed
m a t e r i a l s ;  h e  w i l l  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  s u c h  a  p l a n  d u e  t o
h i s  h a l f - c r a z e d  s t a t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  h i s
r e t a i n e r s  m a y  s u p p o r t  h i m  i f  t h e  p a r t y  c a n n o t
p e r s u a s i v e l y  p r e s e n t  i t s  c a s e  ( R e a c t i o n  R o l l  a t  - 1 . ,
a l l  n o r m a l  t a l e n t  b o n u s e s  a p p l y ) .  I f  t h e  p a r t y  d o e s
n o t  c o n t a i n  a  M a s t e r  P h y s i c k e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a  2  i n  6
c h a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  e n c o u n t e r  s u c h  a  f e l l o w  i n
t h e i r  t r a v e l s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  3 6  h o u r s .
5 -6)  The r iders  a re  ou t  to  warn  the  v i l lagers  under
t h e  l o c a l  L o r d ' s  d o r n i n i o n  t h a t  a  m a r a u d i n g  b a n d  o f
s t range c rea tures  have been s igh ted  wander ing  the
a r e a ,  k i  l  l  i n g  I  i v e s t o c k  a n d  k i d n a p p i n g  h u m a n
c h i l d r e n .  T h e  c r e a t u r e s  a r e  i n  f a c t  a  g r o u p  o f  1 2 - 1 8
were-c rea tures .

Peasants  -  The p layers  come upon a  group o f  3D peasants
on-- tnETr way to the Bazaalin Shayl l  e .  Most of the
g r o u p  i s  o n  f o o t ,  w i t h  2 - 3  r i d i n g  s e r v i c e a b l e  n a g s .  T h e
goods they  car ry  to  t rade a t  the  Bazaar  a re  (1011 D6;
i f  i t e m s  m a r k e d  w i t h  a n  a s t e r i s k  a r e  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e
g r o u p  a l s o  h a s  a  s m a l l  f r e i g h t  w a g o n  p u l l e d  b y  t w o
oxen .  )

1  -  L i v e s t o c k  ( s h e e p ,  g o a t s )
2  -  A n i m a l  b y - p r o o u c t s  ( w o o l ,  h i d e s )  *

3  -  Pot te rY *
4  -  C l o t h /  l e a t h e r  g o o d s
5 -  L ives tock  and po t te ry  *

6  -  Horses

Player  charac ters  may t rade w i th  the  peasants  i f  they
wish  (FMs shou ld  re rnember  tha t  peasants  make very  bad
h a g l e r s ,  l i k e l y  t o  s e t t l e  f o r  a  g o o d  b i t  l e s s  t h a n  a
f a i r  p r i c e ) .  T h e  p e a s a n t s  w i l l  k n o w  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n
about  what  i s  go ing  on  in  the  area .  Ro l l  a  second D6 to
s e e  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  n o t a b l e  a b o u t  t h e  g r o u p :

1 - 3 )  N o t h ' i n g  u n u s u a l .
4 )  T h e  p e a s a n t s  h a v e  j u s t  ( w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  1 2

h o u r s )  b e e n  w a y l a i d  a n d  r o b b e d  b y  h i g h w a y  b r i g a n d s .
A l l  t h e i r  h o r s e s  a n d  c a r g o ,  s . a v e  a  f e w  r a t i o n s ,  h a v e
b e e n  s t o l e n .  T h e y  w i l l  a p p r o a c h  t h e  p a r t y  a b j e c t l y ,
a n d  i n  a  c l a m o r  o f  v o i c e s  s t a r t  b e g g i n g  f o r  h e 1 p .
The br igands  are  s t i  I  I  s ta t ioned down the  t ra i  I
a b o u t  3 - 5  k m ,  b u t  w i l l  d e p a r t  a t  n i g h t f a l l  a n d  n o t
r e t u r n .

5 )  O n e  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  a  y o u n g  g i r l  o f  b a r e l y
f o u r t e e n ,  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  t h e  " s e c o n d  s i g h t " .  S h e
wi l l  te l l  the  fo r tunes  o f  the  par ty  members  i f  they
w i s h  ( p r i c e  l - ?  c o p p e r s ) .  S h e  w i l l  p r e d i c t  ( r o 1 l
D 6 ) :
L - a l o v e a f f a i r
2 - a l o n g j o u r n e y
3 -  a betrayal

- an offer of emploJflnent
-  a  mee t i ng  w i th  nob i l  i t y
-  a dangerous combat
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(There  is  a  75% chance (9  o r  more  on  3D6)  tha t  these
p r e d i c t i o n s  w i l l  c o m e  t o  p a s s  w . i t h i n  a  w e e k  -  F M ' s
d isc re t ion  as  to  ou tcome,  a l though most  o f  these
p r e d  i c t i o n s  c o u l d  b e  h a n d l e d  b y  v a r . i o u s  r a n d o m
e n c o u n t e r s .  )
6 )  T h e  p a r t y ' s  w a g o n  i s  v e r y  h e a v i l y  l a d e n  f o r  a

g r o u p  o f  t h i s  s i z e .  I f  t h i s  . i s  c o m m e n t e d  u p o n ,  t h e
g r o u p  w i l l  a t t r i b u t e  t h e i r  f o r t u n e  t o  t h e i r  i e a d e r , s" g o o d  l u c k  c h a r m ' , ,  a  b l u i s h - p u r p l e  s t o n e  t h a t  h e
w e a r s  a r o u n d  h i s  n e c k .  H e  w i l l  n o t  s e l l  t h e  s t o n e
f o r  a n y  p r i c e .  T h e  s t o n e  i s  a c t u a l l y  e n c h a n t e d  w . i t h
two spe l l s  -  Charm person and Cont ro l  Weather  -  bu t
the peasant does--noT-k'now thi s-i-n7--TE'frn6Tlse its
p o w e r s  c o n s c i o u s ' l y  ( i t  i s  m o r e  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  h e
l o o k s  a t  a  p o t e n t i a i  b u y e r ,  a n d  s a y s  t o  h i m s e l f  i t i
h o p e  h e  l i k e s  o u r  g o o d s , , ,  s u b c o n s c i o u s l y  a c t i v a t i n g
t h e  m a g  i c )  .

P i l g r i m s  -  A  g r o u p  o f  4 D 6  a d h e r e n t s  o f  A k h o r a ,  m a k i n g
t h e i r -  w a y  t o  S k u l l  R o c k .  T h e y  b r i n g  t w o  a n i m a l s  t o
s a c r i f i c e  t o  t h e  9 o d ,  a n d  a r e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t h e
v i  1  I  age pr ies t  and h i  s  two aco ly tes .  The group moves
q u i t e  s i l e n t l y ,  a n d  w i l l  m a k e  n o  e f f o r t  t o  h a i l  t h e
p l g y e r s '  p a r t y .  I f  t h e  g r o u p  i s  a p p r o a c h e d ,  t h e
p i l g r i m s  w i l l  i n i t i a l l y  k e e p  s i l e n c e ,  a n d  l e i  t h e
p r i e s t  s p e a k  f o r  t h e m .  I f  t h e  p a r t y  i s  p r o p e r l y
r e v e r e n t i a l ,  a n d / o r  o f f e r s  a l m s  t o  t h e  p r i e s t ,  h e  a n d
h i s  f o l l o w e r s  w i l l  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  t h e m  f r e e l y ;  r o i l  D 6 :

1 - 3 )  N o t n i n g  u n u s u a l ,  t h e  p i l g r i m s  p a s s  o n  t h e  u s u a l
g o s s i p  f r o m  t h e  p l a c e s  t h e y  h a v e  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  b e e n .
4 )  A l l  b u t  t h e  p r i e s t  r e m a i n  s i l e n t ,  a n d  h e  m a k e s

a s t rong p i tch  fo r  the  p layers  to  cont r ibu te  some
s o r t  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p i l g r i m a g e  ( i m p l y i n g  b a d
o m e n s  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e m  i f  t h e y  d e c l i n e ) .

5 )  O n e  o f  t h e  p i l g r i r n s  t e l l s  o f  h a v i n g  a  v i s i o n  o f
a  f i e r y  e m i n e n c e ,  a  s u p e r n a t u r a l  m i n i o n  o f  A k h o r a ,
r i s i n g  i n  t h e  c r a g s  n e a r  S k y t o p  t o  l e n d  i t s  g r e a t
d e s t r u c t i v e  f o r c e  t o  t h e  D a r o k a n  c a u s e  ( F M , s
d i s c r e t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  v i s i o n ;  i f  t r u e ,
t r e a t  t h e  c r e a t u r e  a s  a n  i m m e n s e  F i r e  E l e m e n t a l ,
w i th  some$,hat  magn i f ied  powers  and poss ib ly  some
a d d i t i o n a l  d e s t r u c t i v e  S p e l l c a s t i n g  p o t e n t i a l
D a z z l e ,  S p e l l  S h i e l d ,  e t c . )
6 )  I n  t h e  l a s t  v i l l a g e  t h e  g r o u p  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h ,

severa l  o f  the  p i lg r ims heard  a  rumor  tha t  some High
Pr ies ts  o f  Akhora  t {e re  to  a r r i ve  there  shor t l y  to
per fo rm some sor t  o f  h igh ly  secre t  ceremony ( though
t h e  g r o u p r s  p r i e s t  w i l l  t r y  t o  h u s h  t h e  s t o r y  u p ,  i t
i  s  a  t r u e  t a l e ;  t h e  g r o u p  w i  I  1  a r r i v e  i n  t h a t
v i l l a g e  i n  7 2  h o u r s ,  b e a r i n g  a  m a g i c a l  a r t i f a c t
c o n t a i n i n g  g r e a t  o f f e n s i v e  p o w e r  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e
r i t u a l  ) .

Pr ies ts  o f  Akhora  -  The par ty  encounters  one o f  the
T o T l o w f n g  g r o u p s  o f  H i g h  P r i e i t s  o f  t h e  c u l t  ( r 0 1 1  D 6 ) :

1 )  Three H igh  Pr ies ts  ( t rea t  as  w izards  #6  -  #g
f  rom the  Random l ' , I ' i  za rd  Tab le)  a re  t rave l  ing  in  two
horse-drawn c losed wagons,  in  the  company o f  two
d r i v e r s  ( - Z  o n  F i g h t e r  t a b l e ,  o n l y  f i g h t  i n  s e l f -
-de fense)  and th ree  men-a t -a rms f rom the  Commander 's
e ] i t e  g u a r d  ( + 3  o n  F i g n t e r  t a b l e ) .  | ] n e  o f  t h e  w a g o n s
bears  a  la rge  supp ly  o f  wood,  and a  caged la rge
condor  whose c r ies  a re  heard  occas iona l l y .  The th ree
p r i e s t s  w i l l  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e i r  p u r p o s e  t o  a n y  w h o
i n q u i r e ,  a n d  s t r o n g l y  i n t i r n a t e  t h a t  t h e  p l a y e r s  s t a y
o u t  o f  t h e i r  a f f a i r s .  I f  t h e y  b e 1  i e v e  t h e m s e l v e s
b e i n g  f o l l o w e d ,  t h e y  w i l l  a t t a c k  t h e i r  p u r s u e r s
( w i t h  s u r p r i s e  i f  p o s s i b l e ) .  T h e  f i g h t e r s  w i l l  e a c h
a c t  t o  p r o t e c t  ( a s  m u c h  a s  h u m a n l y  p o s s i b l e )  o n e  o f
t h e .  p r i e s t s ,  s h o u l o  c l o s e  r a n g e  c o m b a t  e n s u e .
2-4)  Two Pr ies ts ,  on  foo t .  They  are  journey ing  to
t h e  n e a r e s t  v i l l a g e  t o  c o l l e c t  t i t h e s ,  a n d  r e v i e w
t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  1 o c a 1  p r i e s t h o o d .  I f  h a . i 1 e d ,  t h e y
w i l l  b e  c o r d i a l  b u t  a l o o f ,  a n s w e r i n g  s i m p l e
i n q u i r i e s  ( d i r e c t i o n s ,  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a  g i v e n

se rv i ce  nea rby ,  e t c . )  ye t  vo lun tee r i ng  no th . i ng .  They
bea r  l i t i l e  o f  va lue .
5 -6 )  Fou r  P r i es t s ,  on  f oo t .  They  w i l l  ha . i l  an
approaching-par ty  in  an open and f r iendly manner,
ac t i ve l y  so l i c i t i ng  any  i n fo rma t i on  the  l a t l e r  m . i gh i
have about  the act iv i t ies or  whereabouts of  High
Pr ies t  Bo ren  t ,Raze1 l ,  who  i s  o f f  on  an  unsanc t i oned
quest  to  f ind a legendary ar t . i fact  of  demon
summon ing  ( l l o te :  Bo ren ' s  ques t  i s  f u l l y  de ta i l ed  i n
t h e  u p c o m i n g  b o o k ,  S o l d i e r  C i t y  _  S h a t l l e ) .  I f  t h e
players appear ret ic f f i  . in  thei r
answers ,  t he  p r i es t s  w i l l  a t t emp t  t o  use  Te lepa thv
to gain the truth; if they determine TfieT--TfrE
p laye rs  we re  1y ing ,  t he i r  w ia th  i s  l i ke l y  t o  O .
severe!  I f  the p l  ayers can provide usefu. l
i n fo rma t i on ,  and  a  f avo rab le  Reac t i on  Ro l l  i s  made ,
Ihe Pr iests may g ive them money or  a promise of
l a t e r  a i d .  I f  t h e  p l a y e r s  i n d i c a t e  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o
he lp  ou t  f u r t he r ,  t he  p r i es t s  w i l l  r e fuse  a i y  o f f e r
t o  j o i n  company  w i th  t hem,  bu t  w i l l  i nd i ca ie  t ha t
they  shou ld  b r i ng  any  fu r the r  i n fo rma t i on  thev
ob ta in  t o  t he  nea res t  cas t l e ,  whe re  one  o f  t he i i
assoc ia tes  may  be  found  who  w i l l  p rov ide  a  su i t ab le
monetary reward.

Poisonous Plant  L i fe  -  The par ty  comes upon some local
fTora-w�i-tT' poTsonous propert,ies- (r011 D6 and consult
be1ow) .  I f  t he re  a re  Na tu ra l  i s t s  o r  Expe r t  Na tu ra l  i s t s
i n  t he  g roup ,  t hey  rece i ve  3  d ie  sav . i ng  ro l l s  ve rsus  IQ
to observe and correct ly  perceive the nature of  the
p l  an t  1  i f e  p resen t .

l -2)  Late in  the af ternoon,  the par ty  comes upon an
apparent ly  per fect  campsi te,  wi th a good vantage of
i h9  su r round ing  a rea  and  some wa is t  h i gh  i ove r .
l Jn fo r tuna te l y ,  t he  a rea  i s  a l  so  r i f e  w i i h  oo i son
i vy .  A I1  p laye rs  who  spend  the  n igh t  he re  mus t  ro l l
a  D6 -  on a 3 or  above,  they contract  a case of
po i son  i vy  t ha t  w i l l  t ake  3D6  days  to  subs ide  (a
Phys i cke r  can  reduce  hea l i ng  t ime  by  I / 3 ,  a  Mas te r
Phys i cke r  by  l /Z ) .  Wh i  I e  a . i l i ng ,  t he  cha ra i t e r  ac t s
at  a -1 to DX due to general  d iscomfor t :  Char isma
and  Sex  Appea l  a l so  su f fe r  when  one  i s  i ons tan t l v
d igg ing  and  sc ra t ch ing  a t  h i r nse l f .
3-4)  Tne p layers go past  a number of  bushes fu l l  o f
l u s c i o u s - l o o k i n g ,  r i p e  p u r p l e  b e r r i e s .  S m a l l  b i r d s
can  be  seen  n ibb l i ng  a t  t hese  f ru i t s ;  none the less ,
t lgy are poisonous to humans and thei r  k indred,  anj
wi  l  I  g ive anyone who eats them rather  v io. lent
s tomach  pa ins  ( t ne  pa ins  w i l l  beg in  abou t  t  hou r
af ter  the berr ies are consumed,  and last  for  3 hours
fo r  each  be r r y  ea ten ) .  t dh i l e  i  l 1 ,  a  cha rac te r  w i l l
be at  DX -4,  and incapable of  more than sporadic
movement.
5-6)  The p layers,  t ra i l  wends near a tangled patch
o f  b ramb les ;  a  g l i n t  o f  me ta l  sh ines  i n  i t s  m ids t .
Should anyone at tempt to advance through the br iars
to  re t r i eve  the  ob jec t  w i t h i n ,  . i t  w . i  I  I  t ake  h im  4
combat  rounds to get  i  n  and out ,  and he must
success fu l l y  make  a  3 /DX  sav ing  ro l l  t o  p i ck  up  the
ob jec t  (wh i ch  i s  a  s i l ve r  dagge r  w i t h  e labo ra te
runes carved in i ts  handle,  worth about  Z0 t imes the
pr ice of  a normal  b lade of  i ts  type,  and enchanted
w i th  a  Shadow spe l l ) .  Fo r  each  comba t  round  spen t  i n
ure brafr'b-' lE3l tne player wil l take l-2 danragb from
t! 'e  poi  sonous thorns that  surround h im; 

-  
i f  the

player  is  wear ing leather  or  heavier  armor,  however,
he  takes  no  damage  a t  a l1  each  tu rn ,  un less  he  fa i l i
a  3 /DX  sav ing  ro l l  ( i nd i ca t i ng  a  ca re less  b rush  o f
exposed  f l esh  aga ins t  t he  t ho rns ) .

Sharren -  The p layers meet  a husband and wi fe team of
sharren,  the low- level  , , rune magic ians, '  o f  Darokan
society.  Rol i  D6:  on a 1-4,  they are on thei r  way to a
pre-arranged job in  the nearest  v i  I  1  age,  but  wi  I  I  Ue
glad to accompany the p layers that  far  i f  the par ty
seems  f r i end l y ;  on  a  5 -6 ,  t hey  have  j us t  comp le ted ' suc i
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a task ,  and are  in  the  marke t  fo r  new employment
(  perhaps  as  h i re l  ings  to  the  p1  ayers '  par ty )  .  The
h u s b a n d ,  X y l o l l ,  i s  S T  1 3  D X  1 3  I Q  1 1 ;  h e  k n o w s  t h e
s p e ' l l s  D r o p  W e a p o n ,  D e t e c t  M a g i c ,  A i d ,  D e t e c t  E n e m i e s ,
L oc k / rn6-cTl-e6fr'EF5l Aniil-l---Ti re, an d Rev e aveon ce aI.
te a-Ti6--6is m'e--=IlTIs oT KnTTe, Li teracv, 

-an?-Dil 
ver.

H i s  w i f e  F a a n z e n e  h a s  S T  1 1  D X  1 5 ( 1 4 )  I Q  1 2  a n o  c l o t h
a r m o r ;  h e r  s p e l l s  a r e  M a g i c  F i s t ,  D e t e c t / R e v e a l  M a g i c ,
An a I yz e M ag i c, De t ec t L]TE]--T ev e a I /e o n c e aT,l--T o cF/R n o c(,
F i r e ,  a n d  R e p a i r ,  a n d  h e r  t a l e n t s  a r e  L i t e r a c y  a n d
R66ogn ize vaTGl-

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  c h a n c e  ( 6  o n  D 6 ) ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f
c u r r e n t  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h i s  p a i r  h a s  d e c i d e d  t o
r e b e l  a g a i n s t  t h e  h e a v y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p l a c e d  o n  t h e i r
k n o w l e d g e  b y  t h e  P r i e s t s  o f  A k h o r a ,  a n d  h a v e  i n  t h e i r
p o s s e s s i o n  a n  i l l i c i t l y  a c q u i r e d  b o o k  c o n t a i n i n g  1 D 6  I Q
1 3 - 1 5  s p e l l s  ( F l v l ' s  c h o i c e ) .  I f  t h e  c o u p l e  h a s  i n d e e d
g o n e  " r e n e g a d e " ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  l o n g  b e f o r e  o n e  o r  m o r e
o f  t h e  H i g h  P r i e s t s  g e t  o n  t h e i r  t r a i l ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  a n y
who bef r iend them.

Skyr ider  Cand ida tes  -  The p layers  encounter  a  par ty  o f
TouF--Fobustloi l fr ! ' -men, +L on the Fighter tab1e, making
the i r  way  to  Sky top  to  a t tempt  to  become skyr iders .  The
q u a r t e t  a r e  q u i t e  f u l l  o f  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b r a g g i n g  a n d  j u s t
a  b i t  fe is ty  -  i f  they  have an  un favorab. le  reac t ion  to
t h e  p a r t y ,  t h e y  a r e  1 i k e 1 y  t o  s t a r t  a  f i g h t .  A 1 l  f o u r
are  armed w i th  po le  weapon,  kn i fe  and bow,  and bear  a
number  o f  home-rnade ta l i smans des igned to  enhance the i r
appea l  to  the  l , l i nged ones  they  seek  to  impress .  Though
m o s t  s u c h  c h a r m s  a r e  o f  d u b i o u s  e f f i c a c y ,  t h e r e  i s  a  I
i n  1 2  c h a n c e  ( 1 1  o r  b e t t e r  o n  2 D )  t h a t  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r
o n e  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  h a v e  a  u s e f u l  e f f e c t  ( r e d u c i n g  b y  o n e
the  number  o f  d ice  requ i red  fo r  any  Monster  Fo l lower
r o l l  m a d e  o n  S k y t o p ) .  T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  t h e  p a r t y  c a n  d o
o r  o f f e r  t h a t  w o u l d  l u r e  t h e s e  h o p e f u l  f l i e r s  f r o m
t h e i r i n t e n d e d  d e s t  i n a t i o n .

S k y r i d e r  -  A  s k y r i d e r ,  m o u n t e d  o n  a  ( 1 - 3 )  r o c ,  ( 4 - 5 )
g f T f f i o n ,  o r  ( 6 )  p e g a s u s ,  f l i e s  i n t o  v i e w ;  h i s  r e a c t i o n
wi ' l l  depend on  the  ou tward  garb  and appearance o f  the
par ty .  I f  the  group appear  to  be  non-Darokan,  he  w i l l
d ip  down and ca . l . l  ou t  fo r  them to  s ta te  the i r  bus iness
i n  t h e  a r e a ;  i f  t h e y  r e f u s e  ( o r  d r a w  a r m s ) ,  h e  w i l l  f 1 y
o f f  -  un less  the  par ty  p rompt ly  h ides  ou t  and manages
t o  c o v e r  i t s  t r a c k s  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l ,  t h e y  w i l l  b e  m e t  b y
a  wary  and de termined army pa t ro l  (doub le  the  s ize  o f
the  one descr ibed in  the  random encounter  above)  w i th in
l D  h o u r s .  I f  t h e  p a r t y  g i v e s  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  a c c o u n t  o f
i t s  p r e s e n c e ,  t h e  r i d e r  w i l l  r e q u e s t  o n e  o f  t h e  p a r t y
t o  c o m e  a n d  p r e s e n t  t h i s  t a l e  t o  h i s  l e a d e r s ,  e n c a m p e d
a b o u t  3 - 5  k m  a w a y .  H e  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  " v o l u n t e e r "  a s t r i d e
h i s  f l y i n g  c r e a t u r e ,  a n d  d e p a r t ;  u n l e s s  t h e  p l a y e r  d o e s
s o m e t h i n g  r e a l l y  b i z a r r e  o r  o f f e n s i v e  w h i l e  i n  t h e
c o m p a n y  o f  t h e  r i d e r s ,  h e  w i l l  b e  r e t u r n e d  s h o r t l y  a n d
t h e  p a r t y  w i l l  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r
i n c i d e n t .

I f  the  par ty  appears  to  be  Darokan,  one o f  the
f o l l o w i n g  e v e n t s  w i l ' l  o c c u r  ( r o l 1  D 6 ) :

1 - 3 )  T n e  r i d e r  w i l l  d i s m o u n t ,  a n d  s e n d  h i s  b e a s t  o f f
t o  f o r a g e  f o r  f o o d .  H e  w i l l  b e  c o n g e n i a l  w i t h  t h e
p a r t y r  b u t  e v a s i v e  a b o u t  h i s  p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I f
t h e  e n c o u n t e r  t a k e s  p l a c e  w i t h i n  2  M H  o f  a  v i l l a g e ,
t h e r e  i s  a  g o o d  c h a n c e  t h a t  t h e  r i d e r ' s  W i n g e d  O n e
w i  1  1  p r e y  o n  s o m e o n e ' s  h e r d  a n i m a l  s ,  m a k i n g  t h e  i r
owner  a  ra ther  imp lacab le  enemy o f  the  R ider  and any
who accompany h im.
4 - 5 )  T n e  r i d e r ,  s e e i n g  a  r e a d y - m a d e  a u d i e n c e ,  w i l l
s h o w  o f f  a  f e w  f e a t s  o f  d e r r i n g - d o  ( p o w e r  d i v e s ,
w i n g  r o l l s ,  e t c . )  -  a n d  t h e n  s e t  d o w n ,  e x p e c t i n g  a
deferen t ia l  we lcome and a  c lamor  fo r  an  encore .  He
w i . l ' l  b e  f r i e n d l y  ( t h o u g h  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l )  i f
t rea ted  as  expec ted ;  i f  snubbed,  however ,  he  w i l l
1 i k e 1 y  f 1 y  o f f  i n  a  h u f f  ( a n d  t h e  g r o u p  w i l l  h a v e
made a  po ten t  enemy,  who may go  ou t  o f  h is  way to
h i n d e r  t h e i r  f u t u r e  a c t i v i t i e s ) .

6 )  The  r i de r  w i l l  f 1y  nea r  t he  g roup ,  and  d rop  a
stone ! ' l i th  a parchment  t ied around i t .  The parchment
wi l l  bear  a message for  the commander of  a nearby
un i t ,  and  a  c rude  map  i nd i ca t i ng  t he  l oca t i on  o f  t he
u n i t .  n e l i v e r i n g  t h e  m e s s a g e  ( w h i c h  i s  i n  a n  e a s i l y
b roken  l e t t e r  subs t i t u t i on  code )  w i  l 1  1 i ke1y  ga in
the p layers some sma11 monetary reward,  or ,  a t  the
very 1east ,  some informat ion about  goings-on in the
area.  The message provides important  news about
enemy t roop movements in  the region;  i f  undel ivered,
these forces are l ike ly  to be roaming uncontested
through the area for  several  days,  and are qui te
l i ke l y  t o  t nake  l ' i f e  m ise rab le  f o r  t he  p laye rs  i f
they are encountered.

Snakes -  The p layers enter  the nest ing area of  a smal l
q roup  o f  po i sonous  snakes .  The  l ead ing  rank  o f  t he
Ia r t y  mus t  make  a  4 /DX  sav ing  ro ' l l  ( 3 /DX  i f  na tu ra l i s t '
2 lDX i f  Woodsman or  Expert  Natura l  i  s t )  to  avoid
s t e p p i n g  r i g h t  i n t o  a  s n a k e ' s  s t r i k e  ( + 3  t o  h i t ) .  I n
addi t ion to these creatures,  there are 10-12 others
wi th in 5 tv lH of  the par ty .  Each snake has ST 8 DX 12 IQ
4 MA 6;  b i te  does 1-1.  damage and p layer  must  a 3 d ie
sav ing  ro l1  aga ins t  cu r ren t  s t reng th  o r  t ake  1 -2  damage
from poison.  Each in jected dose of  venom also reduces
character  DX and MA by 1 for  a per iod of  24 hours '  The
snakes (other  than the ones d is turbed by those in the
f i r s t  r ank )  w i l l  on l y  a t t ack  i f  t he  p laye rs  a re  i n  t he
same o r  ad jacen t  MH;  t hey  w i l l  pu rsue  a  f l ee ing  foe  fo r
1  cornbat  round,  then s top .

Tourney -  The p layers see a steady st ream of  locals ,
sor tETTad in bat t le  dress,  others in  br ight  ancl  fest ive
cos tumes ,  head ing  eas t  a long  a  we l l -wo rn  pa th .  I f  t he i r
rou te  i s  f o l l owed ,  t he  pa r t y  w i l l  sho r t l y  come  upon  a
I  a rge  c lea r i ng ,  t een r i ng  w i th  ac t i v i t y ,  and  gene rous l y
fes tooned  w i th  banne rs ,  pav i l i ons ,  and  o the r  s i gns  o f
ce leb ra t i on .  The  Lo rd  o f  t he  Ho ld  hos ts  a  t ou rney  th i s
day,  wi th contests in  mounted combat  (contested too
en thus ias t i ca l  1y  and  unch i va l rous l y  t o  be  p rope r l y
ca l  l ed  j ous t i ng ) ,  a r che ry ,  w res t l  i ng  and  runn ing ,  ano
g roup  even ts  l i ke  t ug  o f  wa r .  The re  w i l . l  a l so  be
seve ra l  wande r ing  vendo rs  hawk ing  food  and  t r i nke ts ,
f o r t une  te l  l e r s  and  ca rn i va l  games  o f  chance ,  and
exh ib i t i ons  o f  va r i ous  c ra f t s .  The  p laye rs  may  m ing le
f r e e l y  i n  t h e s e  f e s t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  a t  F M ' s  d i s c r e t i o n ,
take oar t  in  some of  the events.  This  encounter  is
in tended to be nei ther  one of  ev i  I  por tent  or  of
ca tac l ysm ic  oppo r tun i t y ,  bu t  r a the r ,  a  f a i r l y  easy  way
for  the p layers to meet  new companions or  

' learn 
the

I  a tes t  l oca l  r umors .  ( 0 f  cou rse ,  i t  wou ld  no t  be
unheard of  for  our  heroes to a lso stumble across the
pa th  o f  t he  v i l l age  p i ckpocke t ,  o r  a  beso t ted  l oca l
s p o i  I  i n g  f o r  a  f i g h t ) .
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V i l l a g e l s  w _ i t h  G r i e v a n c e  -  A  g r o u p  o f  5 - g  p e a s a n t s  i n
muo-s ta tned garb  are  t rave l ing  on  foo t  toward  the  Keep
o f  t h e i r  L o r d .  T h e y  s e e k  i i O  i n  r e b u i l d i n g  t n e i i
v i 1 1 a g e ,  w h i c h  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  v i r t u a l l y  l e v e l 6 d  b y  a
v i o l e n t  s t o r m  ( p o s s i b l y  o f  a r c a n e  o r i g i n ? ) .  f n e y  w i t i
t a l k  f r e e l y  o f  t h e i r  p l i g h t  t o  a n y o n e .  i f  a n y  c h a i a c t e r
i n  ^ t h e  p l a y e r s '  p a r t y  h i s  t h e  A r i h i t e c t / B u i l i e r  t a l e n i ,
o r . C a r p e n t r y ,  h i s  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  b e  i n  g r e a t  d e m a n d .  I f
sa id  p l  ayer  speaks  up  immedi  a te ly  about -h i  s  sk i  I  I  s  anO
o f f e r s  t o  h e 1 p ,  2  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s  w i l l  b r e a k  f r o m  t h e
group and immedia te ly  escor t  the  par ty  back  to  the . i r
v r  I  l a g g .  T h e  p a r t y  w i l l  b e  f e d  a n d  h o u s e d  ( p o o r l y )  f o r
t h e  2 - 3  w e e k s  t h e  r e p a i r s  w i l l  t a k e ,  t h a n k e b  p r o i u s e l v
-  a n o  g e t  n o  o t h e r  t a n g i b l e  g a i n  f o r  t h e i r  e f f b r t s .  I f ,
however ,  the  p1  ayers  accompany the  peasants  to  the
c a s t l e  a n d  t h e n  r e v e a l  t h e i r  t a l e n t s ,  t h b y  w i l l  b e  s e n t

t o  t he  v i l l age  a long  w i th  o the r  men  o f  t he  Ho1d ,  a t  t he
behest  of  the I  ocal  Lord,  and wi  1 I  be rewarded
handsome ly  f o r  t he i r  se rv i ce  upon  the i r  r e tu rn .

L l i ld  Horses -  The par ty  comes upon a herd of  D6 x D6
tTfd-Torses (FMs should double '  the s ize of  the herd i f
t h i s  encoun te r  t akes  p lace  on  the  P la ins  o f  S ta ' l l i ons ) .
The par ty  may at tempt to capture s ingle beasts or  the
en t i r e  he rd ,  us ing  the  ru les  ou t l i ned  i n  t he  L i f e  on
the Pl  a ins sect ion of  th is  book.  Rol  I  lD to deTe-f f iTne
TIe 

-p ' iEETse 
nature of  the herd,s locat ion (making

ad jus tmen ts  t o  d ie  ro l l s  as  i nd i ca ted  i n  t he  ru les  f o i
Ho rseb reak ing ) :

1-4)  open
5) smal  I  s t reamlet
6)  rocky but te

RAND0l.'l FIGHTER TABLE for DAR0K
( ro1 l  2D  and  make  app rop r i a te  ad jus tmen ts )

ie Character Attributes
I I  S T  D X IQ MA Ta l  en ts /

10  10 9  I ?  C l u b ( 1 ) , Bow none (0) R u n n  i  n g

11  11  (  10 )  9  i 0  Spea r (  1  ) S m .  S h i e l d
( - 1 )

A l e r t n e s s ,  H o r s e m a n s h i p

LZ  10 (9 )  10  10  Spea r (1+1 ) ,  Dagge r  C lo th  ( -1 ) Acute  Hear . ing ,  Thrown Weapons

1 1  L 2 I0 LZ Mace N o n e  ( 0 ) A le r tness ,  Runn ing

13  12 (11 )  9  10  Ha lbe rd ,  Dagge r c l o t h  ( - 1 ) Horsemansh ip ,  S i  len t  l v lovement

1 .2  14 (12 )  10 8 Spear (  1+1 )  ,
L i g h t  C r o s s b o w

L e a t h e r  ( - 2 )  M i s s i l e  W e a p o n s ,  A l e r t n e s s

1 3  1 3 t i  10  C l  ub (  1+2  )

Tre asur
F actor

|  |  - r

TF=0

|  |  
- l

TF=2

TF= 3

TF=0

Engineer  IF=2

1 4  1 5 (  1 3 ) B  G r e a t  h a m m e r ,  B o l a  L e a t h e r  ( - 3 ) W a r r i o r ,  H o r s e m a n s h i p

16  13 11  10  2  Morn i  ngs ta rs N o n e  ( - 1 ) l ' ' /ar r ior ,  Two Weapons,  Unarmed Combat I

15  16 (  i 4 )  10

9 n .  S h i e l d
( - 1 )

B  P i k e A x e ,  S p e a r ( 1 + 1 )  L e a t h e r  ( - 2 )
(+  Thrower )

l " lons ter  Fo l  lowers  I ,  Unarmed Combat ,
( a )

t t  - t

TF= 3

TF= I

TF=6

15  24  17 (14 )  11  B  Ba t t l eAxe ,
C l u b ( i + 6 )

18  15 (  14  ) 9  10  C l  ub (  1+4 )  ,
L i gh t  C rossbow

1 6  i 6 ( 1 5 )  L Z  1 0  S p e a r ( 1 + 1 ) ,
Q ' s t a f f

L 4  1 7 ( 1 6 )  1 4  1 0  H a l b e r d ,  S r n a l 1  B o w  C l o t h  ( - 1 )
( c )

i 8  16 (14 )  13  B  P i keAxe  (d )

1 8  1 9 ( 1 8 )  1 2  1 0  M a c e ,  L o n g b o w

Thrown | , leapons,  Natura l  i s t

Lea the r  ( -6 )  Ve te ran ,  A le r tness
L g .  S h i e l d

C l o t h  ( - i ) Expe r t  Ho rsemansh ip ,  Mons te r  Fo l l owers  I I

U n a r m e d  C o m b a t  I I I ,  P h y s i c k e r ,  A l e r t n e s s

C h a i n  ( - 4 ) W a r r i o r ,  S t r a t e g i s t ,  N e w  F o . l  
. l o w e r s

L e a t h e r  ( - 4 )  E x p e r t  N a t u r a l i s t ,  S i  l e n t  M o v e r n e n t
L g .  S h i e l d

Ha l f -P l  a te  Tac t i cs ,  Ve te ran ,  Ho rsemansh ip ,  O rc i sh
( - 7 )

( a )  -  1  i n  6  c h a n c e  o f  o n e  M o n s t e r  f o 1 l o w e r
( b )  -  1  i n  6  c h a n c e  o f  l / i n g e d  O n e  f o l l o w e r ;  i f  n o t ,

4  in  6  chance o f  normal  Monster  fo l lower
(c )  -  I  in  6  chance o f  2D enchanted  ar rows,  +1  to  DX;

3  in  6  chance o f  lD  enchanted  ar rows
( d )  -  1  i n  6  c h a n c e  p i k e a x e  e n c h a n t e d  w i t h  F l a m i n g

W e a p o n  s p e 1 1 ;  i f  n o t , 2  i n  6  c h a n c e  F T R e a x e
enchanted  to  +1  9X,  +1  damage

TF= 3
( e )

( f )

a rmor  enchanted  to  absorb  1  ex t ra

b a t t l e a x e  e n c h a n t e d  w i t h  F l a m i n q
i f  n o t ,  4  i n  6  c h a n c e  U a t t l e a G
DX,  +1  damage

( e ) - 3 i n  6  c h a n c e
h i t

( f ) - 2 i n 6  c h a n c e
W e a p o n  s p e l  l :
enchanted  to  +1



RAND0M I{IZARD TABLE for DAROK
(rol l  1 t l  and make appropr iate adiustments)

ie Character Attributes
I1  ST  DX s* Armor

1  11  11  10  10  Dagger  None  Mag ic  F i s t ,  Dazz le ,  F i re ,  Da rkness  TF=0

Z  LZ  13 (12 )  10  10  Q ,s ta f f  C lo th  Mag ic  F i s t ,  F i re ,  Con fus ion ,  D rop  Weapon ,  Summon  Wo l f  fF=Z

14  12 (10 )  11  8  Dagge r L e a t h e r  S l e e p ,  F i r e ,  D a z z l e ,  ! g t L n e l : ,  l . l a l l ,  I l  l u s i o n

5  14  13  13  10  Q ,s ta f f  None  3 -Hex  F i re ,  I l  l us ion ,  F j l ep rog f i ng ,  3 -Hex  shadow, IF=2
( c )

6  1 3  1 6 ( 1 4 )  1 4  B  D a g g e r  L e a t h e r  S p e l l  S h i e l d ,  S u m m o n  W o l f , 4 - H e x  I l l u s i o n , 3 - H e x  F i r e ,  T F = 3--Ff reIalf ,@--,!gl!-tio-n
- - - - - -=:=:=-- -:::::- - - - -

7 L6 14 16 10 Dagger None
( a )

7 - H e x  F i r e .  L i q h t n i n q .  R e v e r s e d  M i s s i l e s ,  E x p l o s i v e  G e m ,
T onTr oT-PE; s o ni 

-M 
a s -S:gU

TF=4
( d , e )

:===::==]::::]==]i===:==lii!!::::=l!:i]====:�============i!.!r
* l {o te :  A l l  w izards  are  assumed to  car ry  a  S ta f f ;
w i z a r o  # 8  c a r r i e s  a  S t a f f  o f  P o w e r ,  T h e  d a g g e r s  c a r r i e d
b y  w i z a r d s  # 1 ,  # 3 ,  a n d  # 6  a r e  m a d e  o f  c o p p e r ;  w i z a r d
# 7 ' s  d a g g e r  i s  m a d e  o f  s i l v e r .
( a )  -  i  i n  6  c h a n c e  o f  h a v i n g  a  r i n g  o f  S t o n e  F l e s h
(b)  -  3  in  6  chance o f  hav ing  enchanted  armor

(+2 to  danage absorp t ion)
( c )  -  I  i n  6  c h a n c e  o f  h a v i n g  o n e  I Q  B - 9  m a g i c  i t e m

( d )  -  2  i n  6  c h a n c e  o f  h a v i n g  I  4 - d i e  E x p l o s i v e  G e m
a v a i  I a b l e  f o r  u s e

( e )  -  2  i n  6  c h a n c e  o f  h a v i n g  o n e  I Q  B - 1 0  m a g i c  i t e m ;
1  i n  6  c h a n c e  o f  h a v i n g  o n e  I Q  1 1 - 1 2  m a g i c  i t e m

( f )  -  3  i n  6  c h a n c e  o f  h a v i n g  o n e  I Q  B - 1 0  m a g i c  i t e m ;
2  i n  6  c h a n c e  o f  h a v i n g  o n e  I Q  1 1 - 1 3  m a g i c  i t e m ;
I  in  6  chance o f  hav ing  Serpent  Torc  o r  Gem o f
Gian t  Summoning

RANDOM THIEF TABLE for DAR0K
( ro l l  1D  and  make  app rop r i a te  ad jus tmen ts )

ie Character Attributes
I 1 ST DX( ad.i ) I0 MA s Armor

0 9 11 9 12 Dagger None Runn ing ,  Sex  Appea l

1 1  1 1 9  1 0  S p e a r ( 1 + 1 ) ,  D a g g e r  N o n e Si  len t  Movement

10  13 10 10 Cl  ub(  1 )  ,  Horse Bow None Remove Traps,  A. ler tness

9  16 (15 )  10  10  Dagger ,  Sho r t  Bow C . l o th S i l en t  Movemen t ,  Ac roba t i cs

11  14 LZ  10  9na l1  Ax ,  Dagge r Detect  Traps,  Acute hear ing

LZ  16 (15 )  11  10  Sho r t  Bow,  Mace C l o t h Ba rd ,  S i l en t  Movemen t ,  Dazz le *

1 2  1 5 ( 1 4 )  1 4  1 0  D a g g e r , 9 n a l l  A x C l o t h Spy i  n  g

15  17 (15 )  11  8  Hanmer ,  Q ' s ta f f Le  a ther P r i e s t ,  S e x  A p p e a l ,  R e m o v e  T r a p s

B LZ 20 15 10 7 Daggers None Vent r i loqu is t ,  Thrown Weapons,  Unarmed Combat  I I I  1F=2

t t  - r

IF=2

TF= 3

IF=2

TF=4
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t l o te :  A l l  bu t  Th ieves  #0 ,  #1 ,  and  #3  have  the  Th ie f  t a l en t ;  Th ieves  #6  and  #B  a re  Mas te r  Th ieves



A BI.'YER'S GUIDE TO THE FAI{TASY TRIP GAIIE SYSTEM

THE FANTASY TRIP' is a system of fantasy role-
:-aying gaTgs. A role-playing game is an organiied form
:' rake-believe. You assume th-e role of a character and
. : rba l l y  ac t  ou t  and  d i rec t  t ha t  cha rac te r  on  an
-:;enture. Your character is a unieue combination of
:::rihttes, talents, spells and the personality you
::;e him. l-te l ives and acts in the woild of Cidii, a'a:tastic place of adventure.

XfiULAR DESIGN: TFT" Iets you combine inexpensive
: --e modules into a fantasy game as simple or iomplex
:s you choose. All TFT' modules are fuily compatibte.:--es donrt change as you advance, they eipand and add
:r .-o what you've already learned. That's the way that-:<es sense and saves.

STIRTIIG llf i tfLES: TFT' starts with two easy to
-=-r, fast playing game modules. TFT: IIELEE- and ift:
r :Z.H)" ,  HICR(EAI |E@s / l f  and /15,  expla in how heroes
"- =T in combat wlth archaic weapons and how wizards
=: 3nd use magic spells. The two games are stand-alone
s-: nay be played separately or together. Start with
:-e:e two games and then try a HICRmUEST@. you're on
:L: ray to adventure the sensible way.

sn TTAIRE H-AYABILITY:, TFT. may be played solitaire
r-:- |-h€ IFT' llICRnESf,o adventures. ittCiUqfgqs are
:::=ammed fantasy adventures designed with numbered
;a-:;aphs. General rules descrlbe how to conduct the
1:,:-:ure. Jhgn, .you make decislons for your character
: - :  r i ove  them th rough  the  pa rag raphs  as  t he  ac t i on
=,e-cps. tllCROqfyq may also be played by a group or
:?: fy a Fantasy Master. TFT: ltELEE.-and iFT:iIzARD'

--: -g:ired to play most lr{ICRf,|.ESte.

t rA l {TASY I IASTERING:Once  you ' ve  pJ .ayed  some
r:CRf iUESTos you' re ready to be-a Fantasy 

- l ,Jaster .  
A:3-:3sy Master serves as a moderator for a group of

G-::s going on an adventure. TFT: Il{ THE LABYRINTH.
- :  ' _ . e  F a n t a s y . M a s t e r s r  g u i d e .  I t  t e l l s  y o u  h o w  t o
r : : : : e . l a b y r i n t h s  a n d  t o w n s  a n d  h o w  t o - p e o p l e  ( o r
-:rsi.er) your areas. It contains all the rulds ybu need
: :  : : nduc t . you r  f r i ends  on  adven tu res  w i th  you  as:i-:asy Master. And, if you have no idea what it 's all
,:r:'-a-, _read-!!E pl"y example at the bottom of page 47
:' II DE LABYRINIH".

PLAY AIDS: There are two companion play-aids for:=-'-€tsy Masters who use Il{ ltE LASVRINTH. fit ff,ffRSV
rE.IERS flIEX' is a computer generated reference guide
:-: index of TFT' materlals.- It contains exhauitive
--sts.of everything- in TFT'. For example, magic spells
:.:: l igted- alphabetically, by class and by fQ-cost. fne-f{TASf XASIWS SCREEN' ls used to hide 

-material 
from

: - a./ers. It a-lso contains table summaries of most die-
::-- adjustments and vaLues for many common items. A
::i handy and useful play reference.-

ADYENruRE St PPLEIIEXTS: When you start Fantasy
Mastering you may wish to use prepared material rather
than make-up your own. TFT" Adventure gtpplements may
include maps, towns, countryside, encounters, people,
monsters, treasure and instructions. They provide a
setting, plus some already made-up situatlons, for a
Fantasy- Master to use and further develop. Available
ti les include, T0LLE}fGR'5 LAIR", |ARRIoR LoRDS OF
DARO(' and FOREST LORDS OF DIHAD' with many other
adventures in the works.

fi)VAff,ED RI-ES: There are two advanced rule modules
for those who want more complex magic or combat rules
or who want to provide more background for continuing
campaign characters. TFT: AIIVAItED I{ELEE'extends the
basic rules of TFT: llELEE" and adds material useful for
hero characters.  TFT:  AI IVAI*ED f IZARD'extends the
baslc magic rules of TFT: fIZARD'with descriptions of
how wizards live on Cidri. They are useful sources for
Fantasy Masters even if you decide not to implement all
the added rules. And, they are fully compatible with
the basic modules, nothing changes.

HffiAZIIC 9.fF[RT: Metagaming publishes a bi-monthly
magazine, INTERPLAY: The Hetagamer Dlalogues. It
has a variety of TFT' articles, a contest, a Q6rA column
and more. Itrs just the thing to help keep your TFT.
alive and expanding.

FANTASV IIASTERST GUILD: Also available is an
association of Fantasy Masters sponsored by Metagaming
and run. by TFT" gamers. As a member of fhe Guild yqr
ge t  a  chance  to  see  TFT 'as  i t  deve lops  and  ge t  t he
latest information and data.

PHIL0SOP}IY: THE FANTASY TRIP' is an excellent
example of Metagamingrs design philosophy. t le stress
playability and fun above all. Our games are for tfe
more  se r i ous  gamer  who  wan ts  h i s  gaming  to  hang
together w-ith minimal inconsistency, 

*dis-oiganiztid

and confusion. Our simple goal is to give you-the best
play we can for dollar.

$JIII{ARY: THE FANTASY TRIP" gives you fantasy rith
inexpensive game modules. you add rule6 as you ihmse.
You  can  p lay  so l i t i a re ,  i n  g roups  o r  w i t h  a  ga r l e
moderating Fantasy Master. Tha way to start is witn
TFT :  l lELEE"  and , /o r  TFT :  I IZARD ' .  Then ,  t r y  a
HICRf i IUEST@ adventure.  Your l l  be surpr ised at  hor
smoothly it goes when you can learn a bit at a time.
(Espec - i a l I y .  i f  you  s ta r ted  w i th  t he  b ig  name
competit ion. )

Box l53q6
Flustin, TX 78761
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dhe Jontn6q drip'"
A WARRIOR' S PARADI SE

T h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  D a r o k  i s  n o  p l a c e  f o r  a  r e f i n e d ,  u r b a n e
s o p h i s t i c a t e .  I t ' s  a  p r i m i t i v e  p a r a d i s e ,  w h e r e  b r u t e  s t r e n g t h  a n d
f i g h t i n g  p r o w e s s  a r e  v i e w e d  a s  t h e  t r u e  m e a s u r e  o f  a  m a n .  A  p l a c e
w h e r e  a  b o l d  a n d  f e a r l e s s  w a r r i o r  c a n  g a i n  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  o r
p r e s t i g e ,  o r  e v e n  e n t e r  t h e  t e s t  o f  c h a l  l e n g e  c o m b a t  t o  b e c o m e
c o m m a n d e r  o f  a l l  D a r o k .  D a r o k  w e l c o m e s  t h e  b r a v e ,  c o w a r d s  b e g o n e !

A l t h o u g h  w a r r i o r s  r u l e  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  o t h e r
e x c i t i n g  g r o u p s  o f  c h a r a c t e r s  t o  b e  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  D a r o k .  T h e r e t s
t h e  c u l t  o f  A k h o r a ,  t h e  w o r s h i p p e r s  o f  t h e  g o d  o f  w a r  a n d  f i r e
w h o  c o n t r o l  t h e  p r a t i c e  o f  m a g i c  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  I t ' s  e v e n
w h i s p e r e d  t h a t  t h e  s e d u c t i v e  A k h o r a n  H i g h  P r i e s t e s s  A l e t h - a a n  h a s
e n c h a n t e d  t h e  k i n g .  O r ,  y o u  m i g h t  m e e t  t h e  r u g g e d  c l a n s m e n  o f  t h e
p l a i n s ,  w h o  m a k e  t h e i r  l i v i n g  b y  c a p t u r i n g  a n d  b r e a k i n g  t h e  w i l d
h o r s e s  f o u n d  t h e r e .  I n  t h i s  b o o k  p l a y e r s  c a n  j o u r n e y  t o  f a b l e d
S k y t o p ,  t o  f  i n d  a n d  t a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  w i n g e d  s t e e d s  t h a t
r e s i d e ,  t l ' r e r e  j o i n  a  t r a i  l  d r  i v e  a c r o s s  t h e  P l a i n s  o f  t h e
S t a l l i o n s  - -  o r  h u n t  f o r  b u r i e d  t r e a s u r e  i n  t h e  w a r - t o r n
b o r d e r  l a n d .

VARRIOR LORDS OF DAROK is  par t  o f  THE LAND BEYOND THE
M O U N T A I N S ,  a  c o m p l e t e  c o m p a i g n  u n i v e r s e  f o r  u s e  w i t h  T H E  F A N T A S Y
T R I P  b e i n g  j o i n t l y  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  b y  M e t a g a m i n g  C o n c e p t s
I n c .  a n d  G a m e l o r d s  L t d .  E a c h  c a m p a i g n  p a c k  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  i s
d e s i g n e d  t o  s t a n d  a l o n e  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s e t  o f  e n c o u n t e r s  a n d
s c e n a r i o s  t o  t e s t  t h e  m e t t l e  o f  a n y  e x p e r i e n c e d  T F T  a d v e n t u r e r .
C o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  r e l e a s e s  i n  t h e  s e r i e s ,  t h e s e  a d v e n t u r e
s u p p l e m e n t s  w i l l  f o r m  a  v a s t  a n d  c h a n g i n g  m o s a i c  o f  a  w o r l d  i n
t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  c h a o t i c  s t r u g g l e  f  o r  s u r v i v a l ,  w h e r e  r i c h e s  a n d
p o w e r  a w a  i  t  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r  w h o  i  s  b o t h  w i  s e  a n d  b r a v e .

P I - A Y A B I L I T Y :  F o r  2 - 8  i n t e r m e d i a t e  o r  a d v a n c e d  l e v e l  p l a y e r s
a n d  a  m o d e r a t e l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  F a n t a s y  M a s t e r .

@ M P O N E N T S :  3 2  p a g e  r u l e s  b o o k l e t  w i t h  l T x l l  f u l l  c o l o r  m a p .
R E q J I R E S :  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b o o k  y o u  m u s t  h a v e  T H E

F A I I T A S Y  T R I P  b o o k l e t s  I N  T H E  L A B Y R I N T H ,  p l u s
e i the r  t he  ADVANCED MELEE and  ADVANCED WIZARD
book le ts  o r  t he  MICROGAMEs MELEE and  V IZARD to
p l a y  t h i  s  a d v e n t u r e .




