
The Heist
The Heist is a Burning Wheel scenario about betrayal and trust. It 
involves nineteen characters, all Roden. The characters represent 
one “nest.” They’re all related in some way—cousins, brothers, 
husbands, wives, etc. However, all of the characters have their 
loyalties divided along different lines. There are factions within the 
family. The game plays out as those lines surface and are broken or 
break through the overall bonds of family.

Family, obviously, is one of the core conceits for this scenario. 
Exploring the bonds therein, pushing the limits of what’s acceptable; 
that’s what the game is about. It’s likely the players will care about 
the various other characters at least enough to talk to them before 
offing them. Outright, bloody violence is fine and dandy, but it 
won’t mesh well with the Beliefs and numbers provided for the 
characters. We’re all one big, happy family, right? Not for long.

The following information is intended for the GM. Players are 
welcome to read it, but they must let everyone know that they read 
the adventure set up before play.

The Set Up
That Which is Below
When beginning this scenario, I let players know that they’ll be 
playing a nest of Roden living beneath a decaying and decrepit 
human citadel. The Roden refer to where they live as, “Below.” 

The citadel is run by a powerful magocracy. Should the vile 
sorcerers discover the Roden, the furry little family would be wiped 
out by scourging fires in an instant. Therefore, we gotta keep it 
quiet, you know?

So a few people disappear here and there. A few warehouses 
collapse, sure. But things like that are bound to happen in such 
a vast city, right? The Boss keeps things moving, Sweek and The 
Brain keep the ideas coming.
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Handing Out Characters
When giving out characters, I tell everyone generally what’s on offer: 
The bosses, the middle-tier and the workers. Then I start by offering The 
Boss, Swiker, first. “Who wants to be the boss?” Then Sweek. Then I 
offer out the workers—Scratchers, Scavengers, Snitches, and spies. Then 
I go back to the middle management—Grista, The Brain, and company. 
Finally, I offer up Kuul Fieldwalker as “the mysterious stranger.”

Secrets
Most characters in this scenario have secrets. I prefer that the players 
don’t share their Beliefs and their histories here. I like them to come 
out in play. However, some groups like to get all that out on the table 
beforehand so they can make sure everyone gets in on the action.

The main secret is that Sweek, Grista, Krim, Sweesh and Shin are all 
members of a hidden cult in the ranks of the nest. They are trying 
to convert everyone to their side. And they’re trying to do so via an 
elaborate (and very rat-like) plan.

4 Players
If playing the Heist with four players, I recommend using Swiker, Sweek, 
Grista and either Squee or The Brain. The conflict centers around 
leading the boss into the trap.

6 Players
If playing with six players, I recommend using Swiker, Sweek, Grista, 
Moosh, Thack and Kuul. The conflict centers around the appearance of 
this mysterious stranger, and who shall lead the nest after his identity 
is revealed.

8 or 10 Players
Playing with eight or ten players, I recommend using Swiker, Sweek, 
Grista, Moosh, Thack and Kuul, and throwing in Shin, Pinky, Squee, 
The Brain and/or Good. 

14ish Players
As above, but add in the Scratchers and the Scavengers. This is a fun 
game. Everyone has a stake.

19 players
The Heist was originally intended to be played with all 19 characters 
taken on by players. It works ok, but there are some weak links in the 
chain.  For example, the more PCs that are in the mix, the less important 
Squee becomes. Squik, the sneak thief, is a weak character and often 
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gets frozen out, if the player doesn’t just completely turtle. Sweesh never 
seems to ever want to blow anything up. And Fink just ends up causing 
trouble, but not really contributing to the overall conflict. Having run 
the game a number of times, I prefer to leave these characters out.

If you are going to try to play it full on, take note of these deficiencies. 
Hell, I’d even tell the players about them before they take their 
characters. That way, they can try to compensate in game—rather than 
just feeling frustrated and lost. 

Read the Beliefs
Read over the characters’ Beliefs. There’s a lot of them, sure. But you 
have to familiarize yourself with the various goals at play. The conflict of 
this scenario is contained in the Beliefs of the characters. There are one 
or two twists, but they exist only to turn the heat up on the Beliefs.

The Deal
Some of the more involved or more complex characters have a paragraph 
or two on their character sheets detailing back story or additional set 
up. Make sure the players read this stuff and, of course, make sure you 
read it!

The Hook
There is no cheese. Everything’s great, everything’s dandy, but the 
cheese has run out. The nest must have cheese to survive. That’s the 
hook. What do you do?

Cheese
Cheese is no one set thing. I take pains to explain this before the game 
gets too far along. Cheese is whatever the players want it to be. Among 
the Roden, “cheese” is just slang for anything valuable. So it can be 
food, loot or even power.

The Twists
So everything’s fine, everything’s great and, when the game begins, The 
Boss is going to start handing out orders for some cheese to be got. He’ll 
likely tap Sweek and The Brain to concoct some scheme to get at the 
latest stash. With those two on the job, there’ll be cheese in the nest in 
minutes, right?
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Rise Up!
Skitch and Scratch, the Scratchers, are set up to revolt against the bosses 
from the get-go. They’re not going to work for no pay anymore. It’s 
likely that the players will either refuse to work, or do the work for the 
bosses, but start plotting against them. 

The Cult of the Below
The protests from the workers creates ideal conditions for Sweek and his 
cultists to move in and turn them. If Sweek can turn the workers to his 
side, he’ll control a majority of the nest’s workforce. He can then force 
the Boss to get the work done himself. Perfect! 

Of course, that all has to be done in secret. Because a good cultist never 
reveals himself until he’s completely taken over, right?

The Mysterious Stranger
Have Kuul’s player sit back for a few minutes and take stock of the 
situation as the conflict develops. He’s literally waiting in the wings. 
When he comes in, don’t let him come in quietly. Make sure he comes 
in with a grand entrance. He is, after all, a complete freak of nature—
albino, ancient, most holy bad-ass rat!

Once he’s in the thick of it, Kuul’s going to confront The Boss and The 
Boss is going to try to have Kuul whacked. Force their confrontation out 
into the open. Make everyone get involved. Is Squee really going to beat 
up an old man for his Boss? Will Thack let his saviour be treated badly? 
Can Kuul risk any rat being harmed, when one of them is his son?

For this conflict in particular it’s very important to be let each player 
know what’s going on, what the stakes are and how they can participate. 
Do not pull a “and the mysterious stranger is killed while you weren’t 
looking!”

And, in case it isn’t obvious, if Kuul isn’t in play, don’t use the Mysterious 
Stranger twist.

The Cheese Is Water!
Sweek and Grista will push Swiker—through their agents—to raid a 
warehouse they’ve identified. It’s a trap. Once the Scratchers break 
through that last wall, water’s going to come pouring out and drown the 
poor sots digging through. 
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This is a delicate matter to play out. It makes a great surprise ending, or a 
terrific mid-game twist, but either way, you’ve got to build up to it. Make 
sure everyone’s on board when the digging/tunnelling commences. Make 
sure Sweek’s had enough time to arrange things. And if the Scratchers 
go and spring the trap prematurely—they secretly dig into the location, 
for example—make sure they come back half-drowned, howling: “The 
cheese is water!” (Translation: “It’s a trap!”) In other words, if the trap 
is sprung by The Boss or in his presence, those characters are drowned, 
If the trap is accidentally sprung, those players should come scrurrying 
back pointing fingers.

There’s no getting around the trap. There’s no sneaking in from upstairs, 
finding the warehouse on the surface, no digging around, nothing. You 
know why? Because there’s no warehouse, no cheese, nothing but the 
trap. So either they discover it’s a trap and turn back or spring it and 
get whammered.

Playing the Heist
The Starting Positions
Everyone starts together, in the nest. It’s acceptable to get up and talk 
privately, but the GM should be constantly herding players back to the 
table and grilling them: “What are you doing? Who are you talking to? 
Why?!”

Social Conflict Resolution
Don’t forget that you can use the Duel of Wits to resolve big ol’ social 
conflicts. Often, in the Heist, Kuul will challenge The Boss to a Duel of 
Wits over breaking the nest up. He’ll want to leave with everyone and 
the Boss will want everyone to stay. The lines of compromise involve 
some going and some staying. Who goes and who stays is fuel for great 
conflict—because we’re all family.

In the big Duels, get everyone involved. Helping dice can only be thrown 
in if you roleplay. Get a group of 19 people shouting at each other and 
throwing down dice and it’s pretty fun. I use either the Group Duel or the 
Unscripted Duel rules on pages 106 and 107 of the Burning Wheel.

Versus Tests
Especially in the big versions of this game, resolve all the conflicts 
with simple versus tests. Even fights. We had a great fight in one game 
between Pinky and Thack. Pinky easily won. He could have killed 
Thack, but he knew that the nest would then turn on him. But if Pinky 
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didn’t kill Thack, the Bruiser was just going to keep coming. So, Pinky’s 
player elected to smash Thack’s sword arm, rather than kill him. And 
then Thack elected to shoot Pinky down with his crossbow. All resolved 
in two rolls!

Violence
As I mentioned in the Versus Tests section above, don’t focus on violence 
in this game. Use the Simple Martial Conflict rules on page 139 of the 
Burning Wheel and then move on. This particular scenario is not about 
fighting at all.

Middle Management
Grista and Squee, in particular, have it really tough in this scenario. 
They are caught between rebellious underlings and tyrannical bosses. 
Don’t let their players bail on the conflict. Encourage them to get in 
there and fight for their side. If they don’t participate, their side will 
lose. It’s that simple.

The Workers
Skiff, Scoff, Skitch and Scratch make up the body of the workers. Skitch 
and Scratch should be encouraged to start agitating from the very 
beginning. Skiff and Scoff will probably join in. Good and Shin pose as 
workers, but they are both spies. Good for The Boss, Shin for Grista. 

Fink and Squik are theives in the rabble. They can go either way. 
Encourage them to make trouble. Then point them out to the Middle 
Management for either discipline or conversion. Sweesh is a special 
worker—he’s part of The Brain’s faction, but he’s also a spy for Grista—
but he is very potent in his own right. As a bomb-maker, he should be 
able to curry favor where he needs it.

The Brain
The Brain player will want to construct various insane machines and 
devices. Let him, but make it a process. Involve the Scavengers to get 
parts. Make sure Sweesh gets to add a flamethrower and everyone else 
gets a suitable chance to sabotage it. This may seem counter-intuitive, 
but doing so gives The Brain power—it gives him a reason to dispatch 
Pinky. In case you haven’t noticed, Pinky is a terror. He is easily a match 
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for the Bruisers. By keeping Pinky close and in control, the Brain controls 
a powerful faction of three—himself, Sweesh and Pinky—who can tip 
the balance of nearly any conflict.

The Twins
It’s not terribly explicit in the character write-ups, but Swiker and Sweek 
are fraternal twins. They look similar, but not exactly the same. They 
are both Kuul’s son. Kuul’s vision is a direct relation from Aecer that one 
son will attempt to kill the other. Of course, Kuul doesn’t know that at 
the beginning of the game.

The really tough thing here, for the GM, is to hint to Kuul that both 
Swiker and Sweek are his sons, but not to do so too soon or too heavy-
handedly. Remind Sweek and Swiker that they are brothers—born of 
the same mother. Tell them, when it comes up, that they never knew 
their father.

As Kuul gets increasingly frustrated and as the rats get more and more 
violent, remind him that one of these creatures is his son! And until he 
can determine who it is, no one can be harmed or exiled or anything.

Faith and the Roden
Before playing this scenario, it’s best to review the Roden Faith rules on 
page 125 to 130 of the Monster Burner and the Faith rules in general 
on page 230 to 235 in the Burning Wheel. Kuul and Sweek have Faith. 
Kuul has the standard Faithful trait—very powerful. Sweek has the 
slightly less powerful Visionary Faith trait. That means he can only 
affect himself or characters with Beliefs that pertain to his cult or his 
worship.

Conversion
Converting another Roden in the game requires a Duel of Wits. The loser, 
depending on the compromise, will probably have to change a Belief or 
two. Faithfulness is meaningless without a Belief to back it up.

Artha
All of the characters are pre-loaded with three points of fate, two points 
of persona and a deeds point. In a smaller game, you might award artha 
in play. In a bigger game, don’t worry about it. Just play and burn the 
artha as a finite commodity.
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The End
This scenario ends when Kuul leads the majority of the Roden away, 
Sweek takes over or The Boss is killed in the trap. You’re welcome to 
play on after that, but the BITs for the characters were only meant to 
conflict on those three main outcomes. You are welcome, of course, to 
change them and play on based on the outcome of your particular game. 
Maybe Sweek takes over and builds his cult so that he might challenge 
the sorcerers for control of the city? Maybe Swiker manages to put down 
his challengers but now has to make sure his weakened clan survives 
against the depredations of other nests? Perhaps Kuul manages to lead 
his sons to the promised land, but the Priests of Aecer won’t have them 
back?

The Unimportant Bits
Maps, floor plans, traps or anything else that gets in the way of the 
players invoking their Beliefs and engaging in conflict have no place 
in this scenario. If the players need something in the nest or down in 
the tunnels, let them have it. If there’s conflict surrounding it, call for 
Tunnels-wise or Below-wise tests.

Actual Play
Have fun, and be sure to post your actual play experiences using this 
demo on burningwheel.org, indie-rpgs.com or rpg.net.
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Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking
Pyromaniac
Broken

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Apprentice, Initiate, Arsonist

B 0

B 1

B  3

B 5(6)

B  3

B  3

B  6

B  5

x3.5

B  3

B 5

8

B  5

B  9

Brawling B 1

Mending B 4

Doctrine B 3

Firebuilding B 4

Firebombs B 5

Inconspicuous b 2

Soothing Platitudes B 1

Throwing B 5

Only the Visionary knows 
the truth and what must be 
done about it.
BURN!! The WORLD SHALL 
BURN—Be CLEANED BY MY 
LOVELY FIRE!
The brain has been kind to 
me—he must be converted, 
not eliminated!

Do what the Visionary Says.

Do what the Brain asks.

KeeP f ire handy at all 
times.

Swiker— Mastermind. He’s kind of a Dick.
Sweek— Most blessed visionary who 

shall lead us from the darkness.
GristA— She’s Sweek’s Spy, but She’s 

Swiker’s Girl. Very dirty pool!
Krim— Cult murderer. He poses as a 

Bruiser. Don’t cross him!

Shin— Cult spy. He poses as a scavenger.
Pinky— The biggest wart on my ass.
Thack— Dangerous Bruiser—just returned.
Scoff—a scavenger. Helps us Find things.
Squee— Mastermind’s kidnapper. Stay 

clear of him!
Fink— Squee’s Rival
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Some burned coveralls and a grease-smeared 
apron, a case of six small f ire bombs, a 
metal toolkit (secretly full of the ingredients 
necessary to make f irebombs.

You are a member of the secret Society. SweeK is 
your spiritual leader and guide. You are the cult’s 
arsonist. Your Cover is that you are the Brain’s 
competent apprentice. Reveal this to no one 
except those you know to be in the cult!
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The Brain

Dr. Mr. The Brain

Roden
Below

35

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Impersonal
Skulking
Callous
Practical (c/o)
Genius (c/o)

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Kidnapper, Snitch, Sawbones, 
The Brain

1D Rep—The Brain! 1D — Swiker’s Nest

B 2

B 1

B  3

B 6(7)

B  3

B  3

B  4

B  4

x3.5

B  3

B 4

8

B  5

B  9

Inconspicuous B 1

Brawling B 2

Soothing Platitudes B 1

Knots B 2

Field Dressing B 3

Apothecary B 3

Surgery B 3

Poisons B 4

Read B 5

Write B 2

Strategy B 5

Logistics B 5

History B 5

Engineering B 5

Obscure History B 5

Research B 5

I’m a genius, obviously I’m 
destined to TAKE OVER THE 
WORLD! THE WORLD!!!!!!!!
The Scavengers are always 
hiding something! They must 
give what they FInd to mE!
“…And if that doesn’t work, 
we’ll build a bigger one!”

Always try and take over 
the world

Always give Pinky a 
chance.

Never Work Carefully—
always work quickly!

Pinky—Incompetent younger brother. 
What can you do?

Sweesh— Young and promising assistant.
Swiker—Cousin and benefactor, 

Mastermind of the nest.

Sweek—A manipulative rat. Not to be 
trusted…but he often can provide the 
goods. (Swiker’s Brother)

Sniff and Scratch— my scavengers.
Fink and Squik— two little thieves that 

are good at procuring things.
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A workshop, Surgeon’s tools, A bright white suit
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Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking 
Greedy
Mean
Abused

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scavenger, Bruiser

B 0

B 1

B  3

B  5(6)

B  5

B  4

B  4

B  4

x3.5

B  4

B 6

8

B  4

B  10

Brawling B  5

Inconspicuous B 3

Intimidation B 3

Sword B 4

Crossbow B 4

Shield Training

They’re my family and 
Nothing’s going to change 
that. Better to love ‘em, 
since I can’t leave ‘em.
My dad talks nice, but he 
ain’t nice. He never gives 
the bruisers a good cut.
I Gotta keep everyone in 
line and I don’t appreciate 
back-talk!

Keep crossbow loaded and 
ready.

Never use my sword on 
Roden.

If hit, hit back harder.

Su    
      Li 

         Mi   se   tr   Mo

SWIKER— My dad He’s a dick. 
Sweek— Dad’s brother. Sweet-talker.
Grista— Mom.
THACK— Big Brother. Real STrong, 

real mean. Just got back from a 
few years on walkabout.

KRIM— Really dangerous Bruiser.

Pinky and the Brain— They might explode. 
Shin— younger Cousin. Thack’s friend.
Scratch— Think’s he’s a tough guy; 

think’s he’d make a good bruiser.
Squik— He’ll Steal your mother’s pants. 
Fink— He’ll lift your last penny.
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Sword in a ragged scabbard, a knife tucked 
into his belt, a small wooden shield, a well-oiled 
crossbow, a dozen bolts, and a stolen human 
soldier’s uniform.

3 2 1

Teeth B 3 B 6 B 9 2 — F
Sword B  4 B  8 B 12 2 — S
Knife B  3 B 6 B 9 1 — F

XX Wooden
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Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking
Greedy
Light Touch (c/o)
Cocky

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scavenger, Fingers

B 0

B 1

B  3

B  5(6)

B  3

B  3

B  6

B  5

x3.5

B  3

B 4

8

B  5

B  9

Brawling B  3

Inconspicuous B 5

Appraisal B 3

Scavenger B 3

Sleight of Hand B 5

Knives B 3

Get the Bosses off my Back: 
Brain is cramping my style. 
Gotta see that he gets got.

MUST. SCORE. BIG. Now.

Squee’s got a nice, cushy 
job. Perhaps he could be 
“persuaded” to give it up.

Always pick a pocket when 
one is available.

When caught, smile, “aw 
shucks” and give it up.

Always be Inconspicuous.

Su    
      Li 

  Mi   se   tr   Mo

Swiker—The boss. He ain’t so bad.
Sweek—The Nest’s face-man. Boss’ 

Brother. But still a boss.
The Brain— The Insane-o-boss who’s 

always tapping my stash.
Grista— Boss’ girl. So beautiful. 

Shin— Strange bird. Nervous.

Krim, Thack and Moosh— BRuisers: Do 
not get caught by them!

Squik— The competition. But the kid’s got skills.
Skitch, Scratch, Sniff and Scoff—

Penny-ante dopes.
Squee— Sworn Enemy. The worst of the 

worst. Caught me pinching his stuff!
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Pants, suspenders and a button down shirt, a 
bag of other people’s personal effects, Honeyed 
Oatcakes, a pair of knives.

3 2 1

Teeth B 2 B 4 B 6 2 — F
Knives B 2 b 4 B 6 1 — F
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Squee Roden
Below

20

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking
Deep Sense
Callous

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scratcher, Kidnapper

B 0

B 1

B  3

B  6(7)

B  4

B  3

B  4

B  6

x3.5

B  3

B 4

8

B  5

B  9

Soothing Platitudes B 3

Brawling B  4

Cudgel B 2

Tunneling B 2

Tunnel-wise B 2

Stealthy B 4

Inconspicuous B 2

Knots B 3

Intimidation B 2

Observation B 3

I’m really not a bad guy; my 
job just sucks.

“Come on lady, just get in 
the bag!”

I Gotta do what’s best for 
the nest, you know?

Always attempt to soothe 
them f irst

IF that doesn’t work, 
smack them on the nose 
with the cudgel.

Stealth when on the job.

Su    
      Li 

  Mi   se   tr   Mo

SWIKER— Good ol’ Bossman!. 
Sweek— Bossman’s brother. He ain’t 

as bad as they say. In fact, he’s kind 
of nice.

Grista— Boss’ Girl. Smart. Dangerous..
KRIM— Bruiser who helps me on jobs.
GOOD— Bossman’s snitch and my partner. 

Pinky and the Brain— Accept no gifts 
from these two. 

Shin— younger Cousin and good friend.
Fink— Sworn enemy.
Scratch— Grade A Jerk-rat. True Vermin.
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Non-descript clothes, BRass Knuckles, a billy 
club, rope, gags, straps, a bag (for putting over 
heads). leather sleeves (1D), leggings (1D), skull 
cap (1D) and breastplate (2D).

3 2 1

Teeth B 3 B 5 B 7 2 — F
Knuckles B 3 B 5 B 7 2 — F
Billy Club B 3 B 6 B 9 2 — F
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Swiker
The 
Mastermind

Roden
Below

36

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Greedy
Skulking
Callous
Calm Demeanor
Ambitious

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scavenger, Kidnapper, 
Negotiator, Mastermind

1D Rep—I’m the boss  
of this ratpack

2D — My Nest

B 3

B 3

B  6

B 4(5)

B  3

B  3

B  4

B  5

x3.5

B  3

B 7

5

B  4

B  9

Inconspicuous B 5

Appraisal B 4

Brawling B 3

Soothing Platitudes B 4

Haggling B 5

Cudgel B 3

Intimidation B 5

Persuasion B 6

Deal-wise b 4

Falsehood B 6

Below-wise B 4

Command B 3

I gotta keep the family 
together. I love my peeps!

If anybody crosses me, they 
get it. ::skritch::
This last score will be the 
biggest yet and enough to 
let me retire.

Kill ‘em with kindness—
always soothe and persuade 
f irst, 
Never get my hands dirty

Always Consult with my 
Brother Sweek before 
making big decisions

SWEEK— Brother, Best friend and 
Chief negotiator for the nest

THE BRAIN— My lunatic cousin. 
Crazy but very useful.

MOOSH— MY youngest son and me 
Bruiser bodyguard.

Thack— Eldest Son. The moody one.

SQUEE— My trusted bag man. Loyal, 
but too soft-hearted. Cousin.

GOOD— My snitch in the scratchers 
and scavengers. Nephew.

Grista— My Girl! Also, Sweek’s 
assistant. “C’mere dollface.”
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some nice clothes, A stiff leather breastplate 
concealed beneath his shirt, a concealed knife 
and a club that he whacks around in his hand 
like a baton.  

3 2 1

Teeth B 2 B 4 B 6 2 — F

The Deal— Swiker is the boss of this Nest of Roden. 
He’s the mastermind. He thinks of all the good ideas 
and makes sure they get done. 
Swiker’s got two conFlicting beliefs: Gotta keep the 
family together vs Nobody crosses me. These are meant 
to make life diFFicult for the player. Any time some 
one in the nest crosses him, Swiker’s got a tough 
decision to make.
Swiker runs his nest like a little maFIa family. He’s 
got his crew of made men that keep everyone in line 
while they all try to score big cheese.
At the moment, the cheese has just run out. But 
Swiker’s got a line on a new Heist. His brother Sweek’s 

spies have sniffed out a fat warehouse full 
of cheese for the taking. So he’s got to get the 
gang together—picks and shovels and a couple 
of crossbows, just in case—and get up there and 
take what’s rightfully his.
As always, gotta do it quiet like so’s not to let 
them above Figure out who’s really behind all the 
disappearing cheese.
Once he gets the cheese back to the nest, Swiker’s 
thinking about retiring. He’s getting on in years. 
Maybe it’s time to let go of the reins? Maybe let 
his sons take over?
Speaking of which, as the scenario begins, Thack, 
the eldest son, has just returned to the nest 
from his 3 year walkabout. He’s been acting 
strange—probably feels out of place. Be sure to 
get him comfortable with the family again.
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Kuul 
Field Walker

Field Roden

The Fields

50

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail
Large Ears

Packrat
Skittish
Vegetarian
Toiling
Alarmist
Humble
Ordained

Tough
Zealot
Faithful
Albino
Desperate
Ruthless
Gnawing Hunger

Born to the Fields, Hand, 
Deputy, Brother, Missionary, 
Carnivore, Bushwhacker, Albino, 
Corsair 

1D Maverick Missionary 2D Mission of Aecer
1D Roden Corsairs

B 2

B 2

B  5

B 5(6)

B  3

B  3

B  5

B  5

x3.5

B  5

B 8

6

B  5

B  9

Singing B 3

Doctrine B 4

Meditation B 3

Suasion B 4

Preaching B 4

Intimidation B 4

Ugly Truth B 4

Astrology B 4

Navigation B 3

Below-wise B 3

Above-wise B 4

Hunting B 3

Stealthy B 4

Staff B 4

Spear B 3

Bow B 3

Brawling B 4

I will be reunited with my 
children and show them the 
warmth of acer
Aecer’s way is the only true 
way—to live Below is to live 
in bondage and servitude.
Those who deny aecer, shall 
be punished—by me!

Always act humble and 
meek

Always mutter a prayer 
before taking action

Keep my staff handy

Thack—young convert. He’s stronger 
than he is smart, but he’s dedicated 
to the cause. He’s also aware that 
the Kuul is coming to the nest to 
preach.

Unknown and Unnamed son—he has 
been dreaming of meeting him and 
showing him the warmth of aecer 
for 30 years. Kuul, obviously loves 
him very much

Faith B  6
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Black Monk Robes and a hooded Cloak 
A spear concealed as a staff  
Honeyed Oatcakes    
Dandewine     
Blood Blossoms    
Leather Armor     

3 2 1

Teeth B 2 B 4 B 6 2 — F
Staff B 3 B 5 B 7 2 — F/S
Spear B 3 B 5 B 7 2 1 F

When Field Walker was a young mouse, he fell in love with 
an equally young refugee from the Below who had recently 
arrived in the Fields from Below. He got her pregnant. His 
parents were furious! And forced him to join the order to 
atone for his transgression. His young love Fled in terror. 
Fled back to the tunnels below the city. 
that was 35 years ago. Field Walker has spent those years 
alternately trying to forget her and seeking her out. Though 
healthy and strong, Field Walker is old and soon to pass on. 
Before he goes, he wants to Find his child and be reunited with 
his estranged family. 
He has sought and prayed many a long hour. His visions have 
at last lead him to these stinking sewers below this festering 
city. His visions have shown him rat, powerful and strong, who 
must be his living. But in the vision, this rat is trapped and 

XX Leather
X
X

drowning. If Field Walker doesn’t intervene, 
everything he sought for will be snuffed out!
The most puzzling thing about the vision is that it 
appears that his son—the same who is drowing—sets 
the trap: he is seen shutting the stone seals and 
opening the valves so the water can rush in! But 
then it is he who is trapped and drowns.
Field Walker also has a convert with the 
mastermind’s ranks—the young bruiser, Thack. He 
met the one young a few years ago when he and 
his corsairs were out raiding. The Below Roden 
converted and told Field Walker of his people 
beneath the city. Once the visions began, Field 
Walker knew that Thack had been sent by heaven 
and he must Follow him to his destiny.
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  Mi   se   tr   Mo

Krim

Bruiser

Roden
Below

23

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail
Large Ears

Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking
Deep-Sense
Callous
Single-Minded
Mean
Cold-Hearted

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scratcher, Bruiser, Initiate, 
Murderer

B –

B 1

B  3

B 5(6)

B  4

B  3

B  6

B  5

x3.5

B  3

B 5

8

B  5

B  9

Brawling B 5

Tunneling b 2

Tunnel-wise b 4

Knives B 5

Crossbow B 3

Stealthy B 5

Inconspicuous B 3

Anatomy B 3

Intimidation B 3

Doctrine B 3

Throwing B 4

Only the Visionary knows 
the truth and what must be 
done about it.
I am the Visionary’s knife 
hand. If he needs Murder, 
I’m the weapon.
Grista shall be mine when 
the new order comes.

Always move 
inconspicuously among the 
rats.

Watch/observe my target 
before striking.

Always Kill intimately.

Swiker— The boss. Doomed!
Sweek— Most blessed visionary who 

shall lead us from the darkness.
Sweesh— Brain’s apprentice, also the 

cult Arsonist.
Grista— Swiker’s Girl, also Sweek’s 

assistant.

Shin— Cult shadow/spy. He poses as a 
scavenger and thief.

Thack— Dangerous Bruiser.
Moosh— A young bruiser, perhaps he 

can be converted.
Good— A rat with some potential.
Squee— Mastermind’s Kidnapper who 

trusts me.



����� ���� �����������

����� ��� ����

��� � �� �������������� ����� ����� � ��� � ��
��������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������� ���������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������

����������� ����

�����������������

�������� ����

���������� ����

�����������������

�����

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������

���������������

� � ������ ���

�

��

�

��

������������

������������� � �

�������������������������������������������������������������

������������� � �

��������������������������������������������������������������

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

����� ��������� ����
������������� ����� ���������
��������������� ������ ����������
������������� ���������� ���������
������������� ��������� ���������
������������� ���������� ���������
������������� ��������� ���������

������������ ������� ���������

��������������������
� � �� �

�����������������
����������������������
������������������������������������

��������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������

� � �

�������������������
������������

����� � � �

�������������������
������������

�����

� � �

�������������������
������������

����� � � �

�������������������
������������

�����

� � �

�������������������
������������

����� � � �

�������������������
������������

�����

� � �

�������������������
������������

����� � � �

�������������������
������������

�����

Dark clothes (so the blood doesn’t show), 
Leather skullcap, leather sleeves, and a leather 
breastplate, Roden Throwing Blades (+1D to 
Throwing!)

You are a member of the secret Society. SweeK is 
your spiritual leader and guide. You are the cult’s 
Murderer. Your Cover is that you are a Bruiser. 
Reveal this to no one except those you know to be 
in the cult!
Krim and Shin scouted out the location for the 
trap. It’s in an old duct that’s sealed on one end. 
Only a few rats can stand in the space where 
the digging must take place. So the trick of it 
is making sure the other side of the tunnel can 
be blocked so Swiker and his goons can’t escape. 
The Brain would be an excellent candidate for 
devising some scheme, but he’s loyal to the boss. 
Perhaps he can be converted.
Also, Krim knows that Sweek told Grista that 
Swiker would not be hurt in the trap! But Sweek 
told Krim himself to make sure Swiker would 
die—though it had to look like an accident.

3 2 1

Teeth B 3 B 5 B 7 2 — F
KNives B 3 B 5 B 7 1 1 F

 B 3 B 5 B 7   —  8

Throwing Knives

1D 1D 1-2 3-4 5-6
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Grista Roden
Below

29

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking
Light Touch
Broken
Zealous
Scheming 

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Fingers, Initiate, Cultist, 
Perverter

B –

B 1

B  3

B 5(6)

B  3

B  3

B  5

B  5

x3.5

B  3

B 5

8

B  5

B  9

Brawling B 2

Sleight of Hand b 4

Doctrine B 2

Rhetoric B 4

Suasion B 3

Knives B 3

Disguise B 4

Inconspicuous b 4

Falsehood B 4

Only the Visionary knows 
the truth and what must be 
done about it.
Swiker Must be Ousted, but 
he shouldn’t be hurt.
The Scavengers and 
Scrathchers must be coverted 
to the society’s views.

Never reveal the existence 
of the society to the 
uninitiated.

Never tell the truth.

Always report back to the 
visionary.

Swiker— My Poor, Poor man. Can’t 
see what’s happening right under his 
nose.

Sweek— Most blessed visionary who 
shall lead us from the darkness.

Sweesh— Brain’s apprentice, also the 
cult Arsonist.

Krim— Cult assassin/murderer. He 
poses as a Bruiser.

Shin— Cult shadow/spy. He poses as a 
scavenger and thief.

Pinky— Obnoxious arse of a rat!
Thack— Eldest Son. Moosh— Youngest.
Good— A rat with some potential.
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simple, common clothes, A pair of wicked knives, a 
bag of make-up, dyes, extra fur, false teeth and 
whiskers for disguise.

3 2 1

Teeth B 2 B 4 B 6 2 — F

Grista is a powerful Rat, though she tries not to 
appear that way to the rest of the nest. In truth, 
she’s the Mastermind’s girl, mother of the bruisers 
and willing servant of the Visionary and his Secret 
Society. 
She is in a sweet position, perhaps more powerful 
than either of the two who claim power openly. All 
secrets pass through her and she controls who is 
brought into the Society.
Sweek has told her the time has come for the 
Society to make its presence felt in the nest. It’s 
time to overthrow Swiker. 

Grista bears Swiker no real malice. He’s the 
father of her two sons. So She has extracted a 
promise from Sweek that Swiker will not be hurt, 
he’ll be exiled when the Society takes over.

Grista has divided loyalties, but she is a devout 
member of the secret society. SweeK is her 
spiritual leader and guide. She is the cult’s 
Perverter. Her Cover is that she is are the 
Negotiator’s assistant and the Boss’ girl! She 
is second in command. It is her job to convert 
other roden into the cult. Reveal this to no one 
except those you know to be in the cult!
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Pinky

BAd Pinky

Roden
Below

34

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish
Tunnel Vision
Skulking
Gopher

Confusing Rant
Lucky
Clumsy
Mean
Brutal
Dumb

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Pinky, Scratcher, Bruiser, 
Apprentice, Bruiser

1D Rep—Pinky!

B 0

B 1

B  3

B 3(4)

B  6

B  5

B  3

B  4

x3.5

B  4

B 7

8

B  3

B  10

Soothing Platitudes B 6

Brawling B  6

Tunneling B 1

Tunnel-wise B 3

Mending B 3

Blacksmith B 1

Cudgel B 3

Intimidation B 3

Stealthy B 4

Gotta do what the Brain 
says.

Sweek is up to something.

Grista Truly Loves me, not 
Swiker. I must get her to 
confess her true feelings to 
me

Always ask the brain f irst

When doing something crucial, 
invoke the clumsy trait

If anyone threatens the 
brain, bonk them on the 
head with the big bat

The Brain—MY bestest buddy, and 
smartest rat in the whole world.

Sweesh— The Brain’s new assistant. He’s 
shifty, stupider than he looks and not 
to be trusted.

Swiker—The boss

Sweek—The boss’ talking guy.
Grista— Boss’ girl.
Krim— BRuiser. He’s hiding something.
Skitch— A scrather who is nice to me.
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A really big bat, white overalls, a bag with some 
tools in it, honeyed oatcakes, dandewine.

3 2 1

Teeth B 2 B 4 B 6 2 — F
Bat B 4 B 8 B 12 2 — S
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Sniff Roden
Below

11

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking
Greedy
Abused

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scavenger

B 0

B 1

B  3

B  4(5)

B  3

B  3

B  4

B  5

x3.5

B  3

B 4

8

B  4

B  9

Brawling B  3

Inconspicuous B 4

Appraisal B 3

Scavenger B 4

Someday, I’m going to be the 
boss.

They all think they’re 
something, but they’re 
nothing without us!

I’m not going to let the 
brain keep taking what I 
scavenge.

When not busy with 
something else, nose 
around in everyone’s 
garbage.

Act all inconspicious when 
dodging work.

Always stick tongue out to 
authority.

Su    
      Li 

  Mi   se   tr   Mo

Swiker—The boss. He’d never talk to me.
Sweek—The Nest’s face-man. Boss’ 

Brother. He says funny poems.
The Brain— He always asks us for help 

and then takes the good stuff!
Grista— Swiker’s Girl. She Comes and 

talks to us all the time. 

Shin— Cousin. He’s generous.
Krim, Thack and Moosh— BRuisers.
Squik—A nice lockpick
Skitch and Scratch—scracthers who also have 

to do all the real hard work in the nest.
Scoff—My big brother. He’s a jerk, but I love him



����� ���� �����������

����� ��� ����

��� � �� �������������� ����� ����� � ��� � ��
��������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������
���������

���������� ���������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������

����������� ����

�����������������

�������� ����

���������� ����

�����������������

�����

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������

���������������

� � ������ ���

�

��

�

��

������������

������������� � �

�������������������������������������������������������������

������������� � �

��������������������������������������������������������������

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

������������� ������������
��������������� ������������
����������������������������

��
��

��
�

����� ��������� ����
������������� ����� ���������
��������������� ������ ����������
������������� ���������� ���������
������������� ��������� ���������
������������� ���������� ���������
������������� ��������� ���������

������������ ������� ���������

��������������������
� � �� �

�����������������
����������������������
������������������������������������

��������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������

� � �

�������������������
������������

����� � � �

�������������������
������������

�����

� � �

�������������������
������������

����� � � �

�������������������
������������

�����

� � �

�������������������
������������

����� � � �

�������������������
������������

�����

� � �

�������������������
������������

����� � � �

�������������������
������������

�����

Dirty overalls, a bag of mundane yet useful 
stuff, a blood blossom

3 2 1

Teeth B 2 B 4 B 6 2 — F
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Scoff Roden
Below

15

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking 
Greedy
Abused  
(c/o Soothing 
Platitudes)

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scavenger, Scavenger

B 0

B 1

B  3

B  4(5)

B  3

B  3

B  4

B  5

x3.5

B  3

B 4

8

B  4

B  9

Brawling B  3

Inconspicuous B 3

Appraisal B 3

Scavenger B 4

Soothing PLatitudes B 4

Persuasion B 2

I ain’t working for the man 
no more. I’m sick of it!
They all think they’re 
something, but they’re 
nothing without us! I’ll show 
‘em!
There’s Nothing wrong with a 
little trouble. 

Always keep an Eye on my 
little Brother.

Always dig through other 
people’s garbage.

Always pay a compliment 
to the bosses.

Su    
      Li 

  Mi   se   tr   Mo

Swiker—The boss. Screw Him!
Sweek—Swiker’s Brother. He’s a Kiss ass.
The Brain— Useless lunatic.
GristA— Scheming Woman! 
Shin— Skeevy cousin. Why’s he so weird?
Squik— A dirty thief! Stealing from other rats!

Krim, Thack and Moosh— BRuisers. The 
worst of the worst. Thugs with no 
talent and no brains.

Skitch and Scratch—The only other real rats 
out there.

Sniff— My naive little brother.
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Dirty overalls, a bag of mundane yet useful 
stuff, a blood blossom, 3 Rusty Shuriken

3 2 1

Teeth B 2 B 4 B 6 2 — F
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Scratch

Old Scratch

Roden
Below

19

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking
Deep Sense
Curious
hacking Cough

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scratcher, Scratcher

B 0

B 1

B  3

B  5(6)

B  5

B  4

B  4

B  5

x3.5

B  3

B 4

8

B  5

B  10

Soothing Platitudes B 3

Brawling B  3

Tunneling B 5

Tunnel-wise B 5

Smell-wise B 2

Stealthy B 3

I just want a little cheese 
so I can settle down and 
raising some ratlings.
Probably best not to piss 
off the bosses.
I’m not lifting a paw or a 
shovel until we get a raise!

Keep my brother close.

Assess for smells and 
sounds in the tunnels.

If attacked, Grapple and 
squeeze! (And Cough)

Su    
      Li 

         Mi   se   tr   Mo

Skitch— My little bro. Fiery fellah!
Swiker— He’s the boss. And he don’t pay!
Sniff and Scoff— Scavengers. Solid Rats, 
both. They’ll strike if we do!
Grista— the Boss’ girl. She seems ok. Maybe 
she can help convince the boss for a raise?

Moosh and Thack— Boss’ sons. Uses them as 
Bruisers and strikebreakers. The scabs!
Fink, Good, and Squik— Three other down and 
out rats who know about the short end of 
the stick. Maybe they can help strike?
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Corduroys, suspenders and digging tools.

3 2 1

Teeth B 3 B 5 B 7 2 — F
Diggin’ Pick B 4 B 8 B 12 2 1 U

It’s time for the scratchers to rise up and 
take what’s rightfully theirs. Too long as the 
mastermind taken them for granted—paid 
them nothing for all their hard work. 
Well, they’re not going to take it any more. 
They’re not going to go on this Heist until the 
Mastermind agrees to give them a bigger slice 
of the cheese.
Of course, the Scratchers have no voice or 
power within the nest. Perhaps it might be wise 
to Find some allies before shooting one’s 
mouth off.
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Skitch Roden
Below

13

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking
Deep Sense
Curious

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scratcher

B 0

B 1

B  3

B 4(5)

B  4

B  3

B  4

B  5

x3.5

B  3

B 4

8

B  4

B  9

Soothing Platitudes B 2

Brawling B  3

Tunneling B 4

Tunnel-wise B 4

We just wanna get paid for 
an honest days work.

One day, I’m gonna score 
big. REAL BIG!

I’m not lifting a paw or a 
shovel until we get a raise!

Always dig through the 
soft stuff f irst.

Always assess a tunnel 
before setting paw in it.

Keep my brother close.

Su    
      Li 

  Mi   se   tr   Mo

Scratch— My older Brother. He’s a little 
conservative.

Swiker— He’s the boss. And he don’t pay!
Sniff and Scoff— Scavengers. Good friends. 
They get shit from the Brain.
Grista— the Boss’ girl. Scratch trusts her, 
but I don’t!

Moosh and Thack— Boss’ sons. Uses them as 
Bruisers and strikebreakers. The scabs!
Fink, Good, and Shin— Three other down and 
out rats who know about the short end of 
the stick. Maybe they can help strike?
Squik—he’s a dirty thief! Don’t know why my 
bro likes him.
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Corduroys, suspenders and digging tools. 

3 2 1

Teeth B 3 B 5 B 7 2 — F

It’s time for the scratchers to rise up and 
take what’s rightfully theirs. Too long as the 
mastermind taken them for granted—paid 
them nothing for all their hard work. 
Well, they’re not going to take it any more. 
They’re not going to go on this Heist until the 
Mastermind agrees to give them a bigger slice 
of the cheese.
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Shin Roden
Below

21

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking
Greedy
Broken
Cautious

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scavenger, Initiate, Shadow

B 0

B 1

B  3

B  5(6)

B  3

B  3

B  5

B  6

x3.5

B  3

B 4

8

B  5

B  9

Brawling B  3

Inconspicuous B 4

Scavenger B 3

Society Doctrine B 2

Stealthy B  5

Observation B 5

Climbing B 3

I am Sweek’s eyes and ears 
in the nest—I must seek out 
information for him.

Sweek’s Will is Truth

I am under appreciated and 
deserve a promotion for 
all my hard work

Stick to the shadows 
(Stealthy when alone).

Report back to Sweek and 
Grista

Act Innocent among 
rats (aka: Inconspicuous 
in crowds).

Su    
      Li 

  Mi   se   tr   Mo

Swiker—The “boss.” He cannot see the 
truth in front of his eyes!

Sweek—My most beloved master.
The Brain— A tool for the cult’s ends.
Pinky— Only the Visionary can save 

Poor Pinky from himself.
Sweesh— Our cultist spy with the Brain.

Grista— Beautiful Rat who converted 
Shin into the cult. 

Krim— Sweek’s personal bodyguard.
Thack and Moosh— Swiker’s BRuisers, 

Grista’s sons.
Sniff and Scoff— fellow Scavengers. 

Younger cousins. Give them all anything 
you f ind while scavenging.

1D reputation in 
Society as a rat  
with good eyes and 
keen ears
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Completely non-descript clothes, plus rope and 
harness for climbing

3 2 1

Teeth B 2 B 4 B 6 2 — F

->You are a member of the secret Society! 
Sweek is your spiritual leader and guide. You 
are the cult’s Shadow (spy). Your Cover is that 
you are a simple scavenger. Reveal this to no 
one except those you know to be in the cult!
shin used to be a lowly Scavenger, but now he’s 
the cult shadow. He’s the lowest on the totem 
pole, the most recently inducted, but he does the 
lion’s share of the work. Spying on his brothers 
and sisters in the scavengers and scratchers 
is hard work! And dangerous, too. Squee, Squik, 
Moosh and Fink would put out his eye if they 
knew what he was doing. 

And Just what is he doing? Trying to pave the way 
for the glory of all rats. You see, those Above 
keep the rats down. Swiker’s vision, it’s too narrow. 
He wants to live like Vermin. That’s not right. The 
Roden can rule this city from below—controlling 
the water, the food, the streets at night. They can 
choke the life out of it until it submits. But Swiker 
doesn’t see it. So it’s time for a new leader. And 
that would be the most Holy Sweek. He’s a true 
visionary. He sees the path to Roden victory!
So Shin has been busting his rat ass to make sure 
that Sweek can take over. It’s got to be smooth. 
Gotta look and feel right. Otherwise the other rats’ll 
resist. And, truth is, we need the rats for the cult! 
So Shin and Krim have scouted out the perfect 
trap—a low ceilinged old sewer that leads into an 
aqueduct or cistern. Sweek has already told Swiker 
that’s an easy in to a cheese warehouse. All that’s 
left is to get him there supervising the digging. Once 
the water comes down, it’ll be all over.
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Squik Roden
Below

18

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking 
Greedy
Cool-Headed
Soft Step (c/o 
Stealthy)

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scavenger, Sneak-Thief

B 0

B 1

B  3

B  5 (6)

B  3

B  3

B  4

B  6

x3.5

B  4

B  4

7

B  5

B  9

Brawling B  3

Inconspicuous B 3

Appraisal B 2

Scavenger B 2

Soothing Platitudes B 1

Stealthy B 4

LockPick B 4

Climbing B 4

If i don’t do what the Brain 
says, he’ll sic Pinky on me. 

What I take is mine; 
nobody’s got a right to ask 
me to give it up.

My family may be insane, 
but they’re my family.

Stealth when on the job.

Always keep lockpicks 
concealed on person.

If caught, Run!

Su    
      Li 

   Mi  se   tr   Mo

Swiker—The boss. He’s a dick.
Sweek—The Nest’s Negotiator. Boss’ 

Brother. Very cunning.
The Brain—He gives us Jobs, but takes 

our swag!
Sweesh— The Brain’s f ire-mad assistant. 

Grista— The Boss’s Girl. Hubba, Hubba. 
Shin— A sneaky scavenger.
Krim, Thack and Moosh— BRuisers.
Sciff and Scoff—Friendly scavengers
Fink—Thinks I’m out to get him, but he’s 

alright.
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dark clothes, lockPicks

3 2 1

Teeth B 3 B 6 B 9 2 — F
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Below

15

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish

Tunnel Vision
Skulking 
Greedy
Cowardly
Two-Faced  
   (c/o Falsehood)

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Scavenger, Snitch

1D as a good rat 
to conf ide in.
1D as a bad liar.

B 0

B 1

B  4

B  3 (4)

B  3

B  3

B  4

B  5

x3.5

B  4

B  4

8

B  4

B  9

Brawling B  3

Inconspicuous B 4

Soothing Platitudes B 4

Falsehood B 4

Haggling B 3

Observation B 2

I’ve got to turn in anyone 
plotting against the 
boss—it’s for the good of 
the family.
I must make them want me, 
so I can use it against them.
I’ll make Thack my man 
whether he likes it or not.

Always sprinkle the lies 
with a little truth.

Always eavesdrop on 
nearby conversations.

always move 
inconspicously among the 
rats.

Su    
      Li 

   Mi  se   tr   Mo

Swiker—The boss. He’s not as bad as 
everyone says he is.

Sweek—The Nest’s face-man. Boss’ 
Brother. Very cunning.

The Brain—The boss’ cousin and idea 
man. He’s a lunatic.

Sweesh— The Brain’s crazy assistant. 

Grista— Boss’s girl. 
Shin— a scavenger who’s always watching.
Krim, Moosh— BRuisers.
Thack— A brooding, moody Bruiser. My 

beloved!
Skitch and Scratch— Disgruntled Scratchers.
Squee—Bagman for Boss. My Partner
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Nothing but the clothes on her back.

3 2 1

Teeth B 3 B 6 B 9 2 — F
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Sweek the 
Visionary

Roden
Below

36

Aecer’s Likeness
Coat of Fur
Communal
Enlarged Incisors
Quick-Blooded
Tail

Large Ears
Packrat
Skittish
VOW of Secrecy
(+2 Ob social skills against)

Tunnel Vision
Skulking
Obsessed
Megalomaniac
Calm Demeanor
Faithful! 

Born Below, Gauntlet, 
Negotiator, Initiate, 
Preacher, Visionary

2D Rep—The Leader of 
the Cult of Truth

2D — Society Roden

B 3

B 3

B  6

B 4(5)

B  3

B  3

B  4

B  4

x3.5

B  3

B 6

5

B  4

B  9

Brawling B 1

Doctrine B 6

Persuasion B 5

Preaching B 6

Command B 5

Astrology B 3

Interrogation B 6

Observation B 5

Poetry B 3

Conspicuous B 5

Always add a Poem when 
you can,
Never destroy what can 
be used later for gain 
(Always attempt to parley)
NEver reveal the existence 
of the cult to the 
uninitiated.

Those who stand in my 
way shall be crushed.
I am destined to Rule 
this nest and all of the 
Below with it!
I must quietly eliminate 
my brother in order to 
take over.

Faith
in Me! B  5

Swiker— Mastermind of the Nest and 
poor benighted brother (the fool).

Grista— Trusted and valued assistant 
and messenger. Swiker’s Girl!

Sweesh— My spy in the Brain’s camp. 
He’s also the cult Arsonist.

Krim— Cult assassin/murderer. He 
poses as a Bruiser.

Shin— Cult shadow/spy. He poses as a 
scavenger and thief.

Squee— He’s soft-hearted and weak-
willed, but loyal to Swiker. Perhaps 
He can be converted.
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Negotiator Clothes, Visionary robes.
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Start Here> 
the Deal— Sweek is the head of a cult called The Society. It’s a 
SUPER secret cult! It’s members worship him as a god. Why? Because 
Sweek has divine visions and He can use his Faith to inf luence 
any roden who believes in him. 

That’s the rub. He’s got to get them to believe in him. The more who 
believe in him, the more powerful he becomes and the more he can 
affect them. 

Sweek’s twin Brother, Swiker is the Boss of the Nest. If Swiker 
discovers Sweek challenging him, he’ll kill him. So the cult must 
exist in secrecy until all of the nest are members.
However, Sweek has seen his chance to take over. Once again, 
Swiker has eaten all the cheese and left the nest wanting more. 
So Sweek planted information in his ear about another fat 

cheese warehouse ripe for the taking. He’s just got to get his 
boys together and set up a dig in a disused sewer.
The hitch? It’s a trap. Sweek has told his brother where his men 
need to dig in order to get into the warehouse. But they’ll be 
digging into an aqueduct. Once they crack the stone, the water 
will come pouring out and drown them. Sweek will claim it was 
an accident and take over the Nest. 
The double Hitch? Sweek has to make sure that Swiker and his 
boys drown, but that no one else does! No point in ruling a 
nest with no rats.


