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ARMIES OF THE SOVIET UNION

his book is a supplement for the Bolt Action World War

Il tabletop wargame. It contains all the background,
rules and Army List information needed to field a Soviet
Army in the Bolt Action game. Inside you'll find details of
organisation and equipment covering the Soviet Union’s
Red Army forces from the beginning of what came to be
called the Great Patriotic War (22 June 1941, the opening
day of operation Barbarossa) to the end
of the war in Europe (7 May 1945, the
surrender of Germany).

As you will see, the main Army List
includes all the necessary gaming
details for all the troop types, vehicles
and equipment fielded by the Soviets
in World War Il. Alongside this main
list you will find 18 specific Theatre
Selectors. These indicate which kinds
of troops, weapons and vehicles are
available during different phases of

the war and in different theatres on the Easter Fro
While the Soviet Union had the largest army in the Work
at the beginning of the German-led invasion, it proved p
match for the elite Panzer divisions that had brough
Europe to its knees. Four years of bitter ﬁghtm!
unthinkable hardship and incalculable determinatig
enabled the Soviet Union to eventually emerge victoriog
over Nazi Germany.

To avoid a lot of pointless repetition, th
main Army List includes all the rules needs
for each kind of unit as well as all the optios
potentially available to it. The Theat
Selectors narrow this information down ;
appropriate to that specific campaign or pha
of the war. The Theatre Selectors indicate
predominant kinds of troops and eguipme
available during a campaign or at a centaz
time, but exceptions are perfectly allowable
long as both players agree.
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The attack on the Reichstag, by Peter Dennis © 0
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ARMIES OF THE SOVIET UNION

“The constant urge to get to grips with the enemy with the aim
of destroying him, must lie at the basis of the training and
activity of every commander and soldier of the Red Army.
Without special orders to this effect the enemy must be
attacked boldly and with dash wherever he is discovered.”

— Provisional Field Service Regulations of the Workers’ and
Peasants’ Red Army (People’s Commissariat for Defence 1937)

THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION AND
THE CIVIL WAR

Tsarist Russia became the object of mass discontent among
its subjects during the final years of World War |. Severe
economic decline, repeated defeats on the battlefield,
unemployment, bankruptcy and runaway debt combined to
motivate a series of general strikes and popular uprisings
against Tsar Nicholas Il in what came to be called the February
Revolution. A provisional government was formed under
Prince Lvov (later Alexander Kerensky) in an attempt to
mediate the demands of the workers and peasants with the
military and aristocracy.

Under pressure from the Western Allies (France, the United
Kingdom, the United States of America and Japan), the
provisional government declared its intention to continue the
war with Germany. This, and attempted repression of the
peasants, led to the overthrow of the provisional government
by the Marxist-Leninist Bolshevik party in October 1917. This
precipitated a four year long civil war between the
predominantly Bolshevik ‘Reds’ and the so-called "White
Army' - a loose federation of monarchists, anti-communists
stively supported by the Western Allies (who
troens in parts of Russia and occupied

and nationalist

ey | dasd thair A7
aiso langed nheir own

; .
them for two yaarsh

— the RKKA). They fought against the
White Army (as well as the anti-
communist and anti-white ‘Black’ and
‘Green’ armies) in a wide-ranging
campaign that forged the reputations
of many individuals who later served as
part of the Communist Central
Committee. A young Josef Stalin, for
example, led the Red Army forces that

held Tsartisyn on the Volga river against the Whites, which
to the city later being renamed Stalingrad, From 1919 19 1
the Red Army was also involved in the Polish-Soviet wurlﬁ
after initial success, suffered a major sethack that (lum,),_)r,.,;
put paid to Soviet ambitions in Poland.

The Red Army began life as a voluntary organisation,
became a conscript force by decree of the People’s Counci
Commissars in May 1918. All males hetween the ages of
and 40 were eligible for military service. Typically, two year:
full-time service were required before becoming a resery
while career officers formed a permanent cadre. Numer
regional military commissariats (abbreviated to Voyenkon
handled the formation and training of divisions.

Strategic direction of the enormous Red Army was provit
by the Stavka, a military council of the highest ranked |
Army commanders (Stavka is derived from an old Russ
word for ‘tent’). Nominally, the Stavka was presided over
the defence minister of the central committee but during
Great Patriotic War it was entirely subject to the will of Stz
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and, increasingly as the war progressed, the Soviet Union’s
finest military mind — Marshal Zhukov.

The Red Army was highly progressive in its thinking in the
1930s. It embraced the role of aircraft and tanks for achieving
breakthroughs in much the same way the resurgent German
army was doing with its concept of Blitzkrieg. It also pioneered
the development of paratroops, gliders, self-propelled and
rocket artillery. Until 1933, the Red Army and the German Heer
had surprisingly close ties with German officers training
secretly in the Soviet Union to avoid the restrictions placed on
them by the hated Treaty of Versailles. The rise of the Nazi party
in Germany ended any kind of co-operation. Hitler was a
vehement anti-Bolshevist and dreamt of ‘liberating’ the lands of
the east to create new fiefdoms for his thousand-year Reich.

The Red Army participated in several major conflicts that
allowed it to test some of its theories and equipment. During
the Spanish Civil War the Soviet Union gave help to the
Republicans and tested their new generation of tanks and
.~ aircraft against German-built (and often German-crewed)

opponents. In the Far East the Red Army fought successfully
against the Japanese and Chinese armies to keep control of
Manchuria and Mongolia. Xinjiang was also invaded and a
pro-Soviet government installed there. The growing quality of
the Red Army, however, was ahout to be sharply diminished.

THE PURGES

Starting in 1937, Josef Stalin archestrated a series of ‘purges’
against Communist party membership, government officials, Red
Army officers, the peasantry, ethnic groups and just about
everybody else to consolidate his power under the guise of
crushing fabricated ‘counter-revolutionary’ plots. Itwas a time of
widespread surveillance, suspicion, mass arrests, imprisonment,
torture, show trials, deportations and executions. Between 1837
and 1942, millions were exiled to remote and inhospitable regions
of the Soviet Union, while hundreds of thousands more {some
historians say millions) were executed by the NKVD.
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RESORN IN BATTLE, THE EVOLUTION OF THE RED ARMY i)

My XXX Corps has 8,706 men left. Facing i are 65,000 Russians. My
XVH corps has 9,284 men: facing it are 49,500 Russians, My IV Corps is
relatively best off — it has 13,143 men, faced by 18,000 Russizns.
Altogether 31,133 Germans against 136,500 Russians. The relative
strength in armour is similar: Tolbukhin yesterday had 165 tanks
operation: we had seven tanks and thirty-eight assault guns.’ - General
Hollidt to Hitler, 27 August 1943.

in 1941 and the eardy part of 1942, The Red Army often refied on mass
tactics of World War | vintage. Attacks were made on 3 brozd front
without dedicated support from tanks and aircraft The Germans were
amazed by the sight of great masses of infantry advancing against
machine guns shoulder-to-shoulder with bayonets fixed, singing and
shouting Urrail’ as they charged to their doom. Constant attacks were
viewed as essential to the role of the Red Army in tying down and
wearing out the enemy, but mindlessly repeated frontal assauits in
areas where thev had previously fasled simply added to the camage.

The nurnee hit the leaderchin of the armed forces very
! T JUiyTo dic ISguClia v Y JiTc G 2 JIiLTS ]
A - R A ¢ £ 2 Foran marchale
hard At the haad ofthe Rod Ar broe 0 < e marshais
IGIU. ML UIG Cau Ul Gic odJd M ' e Wes - = i
112 i o it it At
wora remaved 12 nit of 16 armv commanders e U
Wil o GHIVYO U, I Ud o ~ o v c ucio = o
e admirale EN it nof E7 cnroe commandore £A ~irt of 185
ed ais /] COrps CO angers, 155 GUL UF 100
3 2 3 s brlalal=ld~ - —~ B ey P e sl el Ll d :r—- -
divicinna 2 erc a a esa §8ars anc L
gvisionai Co anaers, a 00 e d y CO S
i 0 Al £ . -
ik e e s e S % Al nf thoeo wore kille
OUtL O1 £o afmy COrgs CO SSars. NOL gl O eSe Were 1

Events in the first year of war forced the Red Army 1o revise
szctics. The defence of Stalingrad proved that the Germans coylg
seatzn onfy by fixing their attention 10 2 strategic objective and the ‘
striking back with overwhelming force when the opportunity presentedd
nself. Zhukov and other survivors of the purges revived the concent et
‘deep operations’ — using massed armour 1o strike through fissurag
opened in the enemies’ defence by intensive combined arms attacks or
narrow fronts. The Soviets zlso became masters of the art of
Maskirovka, military deception used to conceal the movement an
massing of armigs, or 1o misdirect enemy attacks onto dummy position

As the Red Army turmed the tide and moved west its commanders
learned how best 1o exploit their advantages, in m , :
overwhelming numbers. The occasional local successes enjoyed by the'
Germans counted for imtle against the strategic backdrop of the i
of the Eastern Front 25 the Soviets simply bypassed them and drove
ever deeper into the Reich.

iled from the Communist party ang

ies of hard labour in the gulags for the

formations in the Red Army was critical
wever, the purges left behind a climate ¢

s to pound German positions with their 120mm heavy mortar.

10
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. The defence of Brest Fortress by troops of the Soviet 6th Rifle Division, by Peter Dennis © Osprey Publishing Ltd. Taken from

Campaign 186: Operation Barbarossa 1941 (3).

| fear that suppressed innovation and independence in the
| survivors. For the most part the Red Army reverted to old-
fashioned World War | thinking, nervously obeying its orders to
etter without regard to actual circumstances. While such
:-like obedience was desirable for the State it made for
101 soldiers, as would be proved in the Russo—Finnish War.

UES0-FINNISH WAR

the Soviet Union signed a non-aggression pact with
many that gave Stalin a free hand to annex the Baltic
tes (Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia), eastern Poland and
‘and. Finland had declared its independence from
oliapsing Imperial Russia in December 1917, and had gained
recognition from the Bolshevik government shortly afterwards.
- Several peace agreements signed over the intervening years
were ignored when the Red Army struck in December 1939.
The assembled Soviet forces outnumbered the tiny Finnish
army by three to one in men, thirty to one in tanks and a
hundred to one in aircraft. The ponderous Red Army, however,
performed abysmally against the highly motivated Finnish

forces in the sub-zero temperatures of what became known as
the Winter War. Entire divisions of Soviet troops were cut off
and ambushed by Finnish battalions in the thick forests of
Karelia. Scores of Soviet tanks were burned, artillery and
masses of equipment were captured, and the Red Army was
utterly humiliated.

Though the Red Army (heavily reinforced) eventually
managed to force a peace agreement on the Finns in early
1940, international opinion was firmly behind ‘plucky
Finland’. What had been thought of as a foregone
conclusion in fact gave a stark demonstration that, despite
their enormous numbers, the armed forces of the Soviet
Union were a paper tiger.

The Red Army began a vast reorganization, and new
equipment was rushed into service in light of experiences in
Finland, but it was already too late. Hitler and the leaders of
the Wehrmacht had taken note of the Red Army's lack of
ability. Once Western Europe was beneath their heel they
turned their rapacious gaze to the east. While the Baitle of
Britain still raged in the skies over southern England, p!a'ns
were already being drawn up for the conquest and exploitation
of the Soviet Union.
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THE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR 1941 - MOSCOW

Eternal glory to the heroes who fell in the struggle for  On 22 June 1941 Germany invaded the Soviet Uninn. -
freedom for our country ... Death to the German invaders.”  the border with 99 divisions, 14 of them Panzer.

— Stalin announcing the liberation of Beigorod in August  Stalin seems to have been genuinely sumrisudw
.943 Qtai.n used the closing phrase ‘Death to the German  {much like the Americans at Pearl Harbor), |

quentvictory announcement-more  ignored all the warning signs. In fact Stalin and h
he en Great Patriotic War. much to contribute to the lack of readiness
of the largest and most  forces through fear of giving ‘provocation’ to
World War il and, for that  turned out that the Germans needed n
twas also the most The Soviet border forces were s
were suffered in the  glass houses’ as armoured sp
men. Even such dreadful  rear. The fast-moving Panze
'ed by those suffered by the Soviet Union  of Red Army soldiers
‘ead, more than half of them civilians. Forthe  back under the in¢
f‘emanc the Ostfront was to be an ideological
war between two totalitarian regimes and
Hitler made it known from the outset that the
Soviet Union was not only to be conquered, but
its people enslaved and exterminated. To the
Soviets it became ‘the Great Patriotic War' — a
fight not over warring ideologies but for the
very survival of their Motherland and its
peoples.




THE RED ARMY OF WORLD WAR N

, Osprey Publishing Lid. Taken
Delenders of Stalingrad (L-R): anti-tank rifleman, submachine gunner, tanker, by Ronald Volstad © _ VPH ‘ N
from Men-at-Arms 216: The Red Army of the Great Patriotic War 1941-45. ; s
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On Hitler's orders the Panzers had diverted their
efforts to capture the Soviet Union's main
resource and industrial areas, even as the Soviets
frantically disassembled their factories and sent
them eastwards out of reach, Now time had run
out and the full weight of the Russian winter
descended on the ill-prepared German armies as
they struggled towards the Soviet capital,

1942 - STALINGRAD

The Soviet winter counter-offensive caught the Germans by
surprise as it seemed inconceivable that the Red Army was still
capable of mounting an offensive after the losses it had suffered.
The frozen, exhausted German army wavered and almost

collapsed before the onslaught. Hitler sacked his high command
and took charge of the army himself, ordering that there be no
retreat and that every position must be fought ‘to the last bullet’,
By so doing the Germans avoided the fate of Napoleon's army,
torn to pieces in the retreat from Moscow, but the affair
reinforced Hitler's notions of his own military genius in a way that
would eventually cost Germany dear.

IVAN'’

‘Fven those of who knew that aur government was wicked, that there

was little w0 choose between the S8 and the NKVD except theit language
and who despisad the hypoerisy of Communist politics <we felt that we

Byy

meatfight Bacause svery Russisn who had tived theough the Revelution
hiti 0 A Dreere of hope, for the Risttime in the higtory
arita ek ghe dudal the up of 8 rout, which has wound
ntunier andaf rocky soil Wa felt ourselvas 10 Bo wilhin
inet f the open akys Wo kbew that we would dia, of course: But our
vwepd fhanttwo thaga A land free of the invader; and Time, in

wh vogressive deals of Communism might emerge.'
,1,,‘ Gounan treopat’s appanent an the Eastern Front was ‘van’, the

archetyps! Rod Army soldier ven was tough and tenacious (particularly
in defence) but also volatile and wildly unpredictable, At times he was

found to be patient and enduring beyond imagination, capable of lying

motioniess in the snow for hours, exposed to the Mtblm qg.
weather while awaiting the order to attack, At othe
charge wildly into battie, hurting Mmmm '
suicidal recklessness. :

umgwumsomein «
: mmm others. (n ¢

'

Stalin, too, had a part to play in making mage
worse for the soldiers on the front lines. By insistin
wide ranging counter-offensives he squandereg
already overextended forces of the Red Army, ensure
that in the summer the Germans could once ag
seize the initiative. In 1942 the Panzers drove forw
in the south of the country, with Hitler's eyes onl
again fixed on capturing more resources to feed
Nazi war machine. The German armies reached t
high water mark atthe city of Stalingrad, in a battle &
came to symbolise the struggle between Hitler and Stalin.

The Germans failed to take Stalingrad in months of big
street-fighting. The city was reduced to rubble and
population decimated, but the Red Army fought on among#
ruins in what the Germans called ‘Rattenkrieg’- the war of
rats. As winter descended the Soviets counterattacked ag
this time with greater numbers and better coordination than:
Moscow. The German troops at Stalingrad were cut off a2
forced to surrender in the biggest defeat yet suffered |
Hitler's Third Reich. The front lines were again pushed wes:
the Soviets but, once again, they bent and did not break,
the over-ambitious Red Army pushed too far and was punish
for its temerity at Kharkov by the veteran German Heer.

Wounded or u
moment they rel
tanks would keep
ivan was
environment,
sustai :
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T.34/76 and tank riders

11943 - KURSK

By 1943 it was apparent that the Germans had caught a wol
by the ears’ and could not afford to let go. ’ ;
bhecoming stronger and more experie y
German strength was ebbing away. The Western
bapplying more pressure against Occupied Europe and
although the much-demanded ‘second front’ had finally been
opened in Africa, it had little impact on the war in the east. The

o |
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o
®
®
b |
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(44

Germans dectdad to stika i the sumiies with the
aim of destroying as mueh ul the Novial mahilae
forces as possible, thareby taking tha sting of tha
following winter's countar-offensive. The slags
was being set for the higgest anmauied hattle of
the war.

For their part, the Hed Aty leadaiahip (Stalin
having learned to take a back seat i militaiy
planmm; by this time) recognisad the Gaiman
threat and prepared for it by digging i arauid the
city of Kursk. The Blitzkrieg had never failed yet
and the Soviets had yet to dafeal the Uaeiman
Heer in summer time, but now thay felt canfident
When the Germans attacked in mid auimine:
their new generation of Panzers was grindiig its
way into a heavily guarded maze of minefielids, tranches and
tank traps. Only when the Panzer spearheads wara blunted
did the Red Army commit its own tank foroes en Messe to
complete the Germans' defeat. Over 3,000 tanks met in the
battle of Kursk, and when the amoka claarad it was the
Germans that were in retreat, The Blitzkriag had been broken

After Kursk the war in the east became ane of Garinan
retreat and Soviet advance, There were holding avtions and
counter-attacks, but the movement was inexoiably westwaid

Soviet infantry advance alongside an SU-76
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iid see that the warin
v pushed back
territories

and then
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Isorey Publishing Ltd. Taken from Duel 37: King Tiger vs 1S-2.

approach of the ‘Asiatic hordes’ from the east most of all.
A last, desperate defence was thrown up at Berlin as!
Red Army closed in with overwhelming numbers.
Germans managed to inflict heavy casualties on the Sov
(as they always did) but it availed them nothing. Adolf Hi
committed suicide as Red Army shells rained down aro
his bunker and Berlin itself suffered the fate it had impo
on so many other capitals. The war in Europe was at an e
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This Army List is based on the troops and equipment available
to the Soviet forces from the German invasion in 1941 until the
surrender of Berlin in May 1945. Four years of incessant
conflict forced the Red Army to rapidly evolve from a poorly
trained, led and equipped fighting force into a modern,
mechanised army forged in battle. The privations of the war
meant that Soviet forces were often equipped only with the
bare necessities to fight. In the first years even rifles and
ammunition were in short supply but, as the war continued,
the Red Army repeatedly astonished its opponents with the
number of tanks, planes and — most of all - artillery pieces it
could bring to bear through relentless prioritization of
production. Soviet equipment was rugged and practical, built
fo endure the harsh Russian winters and the handling of
barely trained Russian troops. It included what was probably
the best all-round tank of the war - the T-34. The Russians
also possessed some of the most effective artillery of the war,
including long-ranged guns and the notorious multiple-rocket
auncher known to the Germans as ‘Stalin’s organ’.

This is the official Bolt Action Army List for the forces of 84,
Russia and its allies in World War I1. Thig fy|1e, :md‘.;:‘v
detailed listing both augments and supersedes the (A
Army Listincluded in the Bolt Action rulebook
Players can pick an army in either of two ways:

f.h(".

« Use the Reinforced Platoon list from the Bolt Action rulebook i
conjunction with the Army List in this book, To save refe
back to the rulebook, the generic Reinforced Platoon g
repeated below.

* Instead of using the generic Reinforced Platoon list, use any on
of the Theatre Selectors on page 62-86 in conjunction with the
Army List given in this book.

rencing
lector i

Either method is perfectly acceptable depending on
kind of game you wish to play, The first method uses
generic selector and is more flexible and therefore ideals
pick-up games against any opponent, as it allows for a wit
variety of different kinds of troops and equipment. The sece

|
1
{
]

Heath close in for the kill
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Uit of Wanlin (1) anti-tank grenadier, junior lieutenant.
v gy Vil L Taken from Men-at-Arms 216: The F
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INFANTRY

HEADQUARTERS UNITS

Each platoon is built upon a core that includes a headquarters
unit in the form of a Senior or Junior Lieutenant (the Russian
equivalents to First and Second Lieutenant). Other HQ units
can be added to the force, including higher-ranking officers,
as well as medical units and supporting observers.

OFFICER

Like the soldiers they commanded, many Soviet officers were
inexperienced and lacked training at the beginning of the Great
Patriotic War. Stalin’s ruthless purge of the officers of the Red
Army in 1937 had denuded the organization of leadership and
left deep scars in the survivors’” minds. Throughout the war,
showing initiative was seen as a dangerous trait, and most
Soviet officers would follow their orders to the letter even if they
meant marching their men to certain death. Soviet operational
leadership improved immeasurably
over time, but the heavy casualties
endured by the Red Army indicates that
overall battlefield control remained a
blunt instrument. A great reliance was
placed on forward planning, timetables
and pre-set objectives to overcome
shortcomings. An officer unit consists
of the officer himself and can include
up to two other men acting as his
immediate attendants. Soviet officers
can be rated as Inexperienced, Regular

i X Polrvens
or Veteran.

t 35pts {inaxperienced),

First (Senior) Lieutenant 60pts (Inexperienced), 75pts (Regular),
90pts (Veteran)

Captain 95pts (Inexperienced), 110pts (Regular), 125pts (Veteran)

Major 135pts (Inexperienced), 150pts (Regular), 165pts (Veteran)

Team: 1 officer and up to 2 further men

Weapons: Pistol, submachine gun, or rifle as depicted on the
models

Options: :

* The officer may be accompanied by up to 2 men at a cost of +7pts

per man (Inexperienced), +10pts per man (Regular) or +13pts per
man (Veteran)

COMMISSAR

At various times from its formation during the Revolution, the Red
Army included a Politruk—a political commissar, Politruks were
Communist Party members charged with educating the troops

and monitoring their officers for sj
of counter-revolutionary ideolq
¥ They were placed within the comm
structure in every unit dowp
company level and reported
Revolutionary Military Councils (R
that were established at Army g
The office of political commissarsy
instituted from 1919-24, from 1937-
and again from 1941-42, formin
dual-command system that often
disastrous consequences. While Politruks tirelessly rooted,
shirkers, defeatists and cowards, many innocent men were
executed out of hand, or sent to punishment battalions thank
their efforts. A commissar unit consists of the commissar hir
and can include up to two other (politically reliable) m
Commissars are rated as Inexperienced. Note that, if you chor
a Soviet army using the generic Platoon Selector you can tak
Commissar instead of a Major or Captain, as already
in the introductory section. In other selectors commissars
indicated separately.

Cost: 15pts (Inexperienced)

Team: 1 commissar and up to 2 further men 1

Weapons: Pistol, submachine gun, or rifle as depicted onthe
models 3

Options:

* The commissar may be accompanied by up to 2 men ata
+/pts per man '

Special Rules:

* Notone step back! (see page 21)

MEDIC
The field medic presents the wounded
soldier with his best chance of
serious injury and can ensure
wounded soldiers are return
fitness as rapidly as p
Soviet army the med
young women w
intended for
repeatedly re
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Red Army rifle squad

Cost: Inexperienced Infantry 35pts

Composition: 1 NCO and 4 men

Weapons: Rifles

Options:

* Add up to 7 additional soldiers with ri¢ fles at «7pts eadth

* The entire squad may have anti-tank grenades (Malow
cocktails) for +2pts per model

Special Rules:

e Green

* Tank hunters (if anti-tank grenades taken)

LIGHT MACHINE GUN SQUAD

At the opening of Operation Barbarossaz in 1941 the basic
Russian infantry squad consisted of ten men led by a sergeant
and a junior sergeant — the Russian equivalent of a corporal,
Each squad included a light machine gun and one of the
ordinary squad members would act as its loader — tis Would
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~ y0nY ARMOUR |
Ve taal Ay el auvuidl types ol hady armonr, but anly the
R sy Nagsdak s Sstael hieastplate’, design year
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M i T anothos iman hacomas the loader
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- SURRMACHIRD GUN SOUAD
-~ Lpotivnicas i il Honish gampaign in 1939-40 convinced the
- Bovists of thes ynlus of submaching guns and led to the adoption
- OF e agcaliont Shpagin PPEN design with its distinctive drum
- Magazing (e 110 suitad the Raed Army soldier perfectly as it
: vt Gl colnst npd sasy 1o yse, The PPSh and the later PPS
b it wptrsnely popular, Russian industry produced
-t sizanillion solumaching guns (34% of total
- Smaltating prodition), sampared to Garmany
ot it ayer a million (11% of their small
s g on). Ddigatod submachine gun-
"'“f'f'l Sttngiies e fonned st Regimental
I dugilaygad for shosk assaults, trench
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Cost: Inexperienced Infantyy flljits o el Db ¢

Compasition: 1 NCO and 4 g )

Weapons: Submaching gins

Options:

* Add upta 7 additional safdisie il Si4i g g el
(Inexperienced) ar + 13ps sieh (Mgl

* Qne soldier may have a LA e vt b sidding fe e
the loader

* The entire squad may have anll-lank gl i e
model

Special Rules:

* Tank hunters (if anti-tank gregass il

W‘li‘p

TANK RIDERS SGUAD

Soviet tank units were commnnly [l il i e i

—submachine gun-armed oo sl D il

of riding the tanks inta Wittt b At Wi i siiing

infantry. The Red Army itk il Bl qiviiniiied geied syt

carriers of its awn like 16 Gerpian Silkie 4 g e 1B 140

halftrack, and there were et s 1iehs woabiln,

Red Army soldiers commanly ol i haibls i tniib s Ay

Soviet mechanised formatians ek bt wlliistvs, i

arrangement was formalised and dailieabal laidiy s

were included in the table af argamieanig g i i‘“b'.i‘i'"!‘

Veteran Soviet tank crews deusingisd o el il il um,

tankodesantniki as their ‘ayms ani wiis’, a1 i)

formed an effective eombinged-arins jini).

Cost: Regular Infantry 65015 ar Vet lilapii { Wlljifs

Compaosition: 1 NCO and 4 ey

Weapons: Submaching giis

Options:

* Add up o 6 additianal saldiers wably siphiiaidinm IEETRIEE
each (Regular) ar + 161s sicl) (Yitniai) .

* One soldier may have i LIAG fo At Rl sl
becomes the loadey '

* The entire squad may hinvi anli-bank iasinii P find
model

* The entire squad may have SH-4% Gty afiimin 1 ffije
madel ‘

Special Rules:

* Tank hunters (if anti-tank gregiadis ik

= Tank Riders: A tank ridr il ean it i i s

atank Couming it as & ans i i e i oo

Once maunted His i 1 Fhfilifaid g o faii vl il

madels placd o i daiik sl s i ol Pl “g;,i_,,,_

can ride upan i Fiadile A il i Fstbisgered i qifidis

the tank riders canin b bagubu wlilan iy o ;‘ugm‘g

their tank; hawmsr, niiki il il gl

troops, Lapk pilin s iiesi Wiihaiialig :Jév.;::i;i'zusi thilii

tank they ara fitdiing djii s s 4

i it
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Regardless of what kind of weapon is shooting at the
tank, so long as the firer is within range of the tank the
tank rider unit immediately disembarks when the shot is
declared and before rolling dice to determine hits. Units
disembarking in this way immediately go ‘down’ or
remain ‘down’ if they are down already.

GUARDS SQUAD

In the Red Army the Guards honorific was awarded to
units proven in combat and would therefore tend to denote
elite troops. They were certainly given priority when it came
to supplies, promotion and access to automatic weapons.
They were also given the toughest assignments, often
resulting in such a rate of attrition that by the end of the war
many Guards units consisted mostly of raw recruits. We shall
even this variation out by giving ‘ordinary’ Guards Regular
status. Note that the number of light machine guns available
to a squad is limited to one in the Theatre Selectors for pre-
July 1942 units and for additional units thereafter, as already
described for light machine gun squads.

Cost: Regular Infantry 50pts

Composition: 1 NCO and 4 men

Weapons: Rifles

Options: ‘

« Add up to 6 additional soldiers with rifles at +10pts each.

« Any soldiers may have a submachine gun instead of a rifle for
+3pts each

 Up two soldiers may have a LMG for +20pts each —for each LMG
included another man becomes the loader

- One soldier can have a (captured) panzerfaust in addition to other
weapons for +5pts

= The entire squad may have anti-tank grenades for +2pts per
model

Special Rules:
« Tank hunters (if anti-tank grenades taken)

VETERAN SQUADS
Such was the intensity of the fighting on the eastern front thata

soldier could be considered a veteran after his first battle. In the
battle of Stalingrad soldiers were considered alumni of the
.'Stalmgrad Academy of Street Flghtmg if they :

7-34/76 and tank riders

Army soldiers took great pride in being recognised fur
bravery and those awarded with the highest Soviet med
‘Hero of the Soviet Union’ — were truly worthy of the epnhet
veteran squad represented here might be used for e
veteran Guards or ordinary infantry formations depe
the theatre and date. Note that the number of llght mach;
guns available to a squad is limited to one in the The:
Selectors for pre-July 1942 units and for additional un :
thereafter, as already described for light machine gun squs

Cost: Veteran Infantry 65pts

Composition: 1 NCO and 4 men

Weapons: Rifles

Options:

+ Add up to 6 additional soldiers at +13pts each

« Any soldiers may have a submachine gun instead of a rifle fc
+3pts each

 Up two soldiers may have a LMG for +20pts each —for each- ‘,
included another man becomes the loader ]

« Up to two soldiers can have a (captured) panzerfaust in
to other weapons for +5pts each

 The entire squad may have anti-tank grenades for +2ms
model _

« Any veterans squad can be Tough Hg&(ﬂlshf!

Special Rules:

« Tank hunters (if anti-tank

» Tough Fighters (if o
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Soviet naval squad

NAVAL SQUAD

The Soviet Baltic Fleet and most of the Black Sea Fleot ware
bottled up in harbour by the German advance, In Laningrad,
the ships of the Red Banner fleet became anti-aircraft
platforms and long-range artillery for the duration of the siege
This freed up large numbers of sailors to serve as desperately
needed riflemen, often still dressed in thoir black naval uniform
with its distinctive cap and striped shirt, The Gormans ¢alled
them the ‘black death” because of their black or dark blue
uniforms. [n total, about 350,000 Red Navy sailors fought on
land during the Great Patriotic War. A number of specialised
naval infantry units were formed: 40 brigades and five
regiments. They won a reputation for tenacity and daring both
in defensive fighting and in coastal landing operations on the
Baltic and Black seas.

il o

Cost: Regular Infantry 55pts or Veteran Infantry 70pts
Composition: 1 NCO and 4 men

Weapons: Rifles

Options:

Add up to 7 additional soldiers at +11pts each (Regular) or
+14pts each (Veteran)

Any soldiers may have a submachine gun instead of a rifle for
+2pts each

Up to one soldier may have a LMG for +20pts. Another soldier
becomes the loader

Ihe entire squad may have anti-tank grenades for +2pts per
model

Special Rules:

* Tank hunters (if anti-tank grenades taken)

* Tough Fighters

a dzﬂf-&rxs




o Whirkeis (it option is taken)
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Assaillt engineer squad

PARTISAN SQUAD

I the debacles of 1941 large numbers of Red Army soldiers
managed to slip out of Panzer encirclements or POW camps
iyt find themselves trapped miles behind the German front
lines. Faced with the prospect of being shot as deserters or
seftto panal hattalions if they returned, many of these soldiers
fouk to the forests and marshes. Savage Nazi repression in the
teat ateas by 88 Einsatzgruppen soon meant these rag-tag
fiuhters gained popular support, which they repaid by derailing
trains, looting supply dumps and ambushing rear-echelon
convays. Following his speech of 3 July 1941, Stalin ordered
(e Central Committee to organise the partisan movement as
ah extension of the Red Army by airdropping heavy weapons,
stipplies and personnel to bolster them. By 1942 the Germans
wete foreed to keep 25 special security divisions, 30 regiments

and maore than 100 police battalions tied down in anti-partisan

avtivities. Despite the invaders’ increasingly brutal efforts,

[atge areas of Russia effectively stayed under partisan control

Ut liberated,

Cost lnoxpetienced Infantry 35pts

Composition: | NCO and 4 men

Waapons, Rillos

Optinna

« Adlilip to 7 additional soldiers with rifles at +7pts each

* The NCO may have a submachine gun instead of a rifle for +3pts

* Up to one soldier may have a LMG for +20pts. Another soldier
hevames the loader '

« The eitiie sqiad may have anti-tank grenades for +2pts per
mailel »

« Partisan sqiiads can be Shirkers for a reduction of 3pts per man

and in many ways paralleled the evolution u! the By
Commandos and the US Rangers, Scouts were lightly iy
and equipped with camouflage coveralls. Their primary;
was to find routes through or around German defen
conduct reconnaissance into rear areas and then slip bag
report. Scouts would also eliminate observation posts,
ambushes and set demolition charges to further demor
German troops behind the front lines. ]

Cost: Veteran Infantry 70pts

Composition: 1 NCO and 4 men

Weapons: Rifles

Options:

« Add up to 2 additional soldiers at +14pts each

« Any soldiers may have a submachine gun instead of a rifle fof
+3pts each 1

« The entire squad may have anti-tank grenades for +2pts p -
model :

Special Rules: 4

* Scouts count as Observers/Snipers for Set-Up purposes (Bo
Action rulebook page 118) 3

« Tank hunters (if anti-tank grenades taken)

+ Behind enemy lines: When Outflanking (as described o
of the Bolt Action rulebook), units of Scouts ignore the
to the Order test for coming onto the tablo o

ASSAULT ENGINEER SQUAD
Shortages meant that Soviet format

when it came to transport and rear-ec
detachments were a notable exception,










pOG MINES ANTI-TANK TEAM

Before the war the Soviets had experimented with using dogs
to deliver explosives to different kinds of enemy target, The
original idea was for the dog to drop its charge and return to
its handler, but this proved ineffective — many dogs dutifully
brought the deadly explosive back to their handlers with
disastrous results for all concerned. A less complex solution
was to fit the dogs with a mechanism — a simple lever - that
would trigger the charge as soon as a dog dived beneath an
enemy tank or vehicle, hopefully destroying the tank along
with the dog. Although dog mines were used in action, their
effectiveness is not easy to assess. Many dogs simply ran

fromthe noise and smells of battle whilst others bolted for the
safety of Soviet machines or trenches. The Germans where
sufficienty stariled to shoot all dogs on sight. Dog mines
gradually ‘el cut of use after 1942. They are credited with

destroym 2 number of German tanks at the battle of Kursk. In
Bolt Action we consider the dog to be a one-shot weapon that

tan be “fired’ (i.e. released) by its handler against a vehicle
target within range,

Cost: 26pts ( Inexperienced), 36pts (Regular), 46pts (Veteran)
Team: Zhandlers - NCO and Private

Weapons: Each handler has a rifle, anti-tank grenades and a dog
ITllﬂe

ﬂptlons

* Any handier may have a submachine gun instead of a nﬂofw
+3pts each

* Adupto additional handlers (equipped as above) at +13pl‘!.'

SEPE

ABNY LIST

sach linexperienced) or +18pts each (Reguiar) or +2Z3pts each
(Veteran)

Special Bules:

¢ Tank humters

* Extra selection: You may take up 1o 3 anti-tank teams (any mix of
anti-tank rifle teams, smpulomet anti-tank teams, ‘tank hunters’
teams and ‘dog-mines’ anti-tank teams) as 1 selection in each
reinforced platoon

¢ Dog mines: A dog mine is 2 one-shot weapon with a range of 18”,
Dog mines can only target stationary vehicles li.e. any vehicle
that is not sporting an order dice showing 2 Run or Advance
order). Dog mines are fired as normal, except that instead of
rolfing to hit, roll on the following chart. Note that if T
vehicle reacts to the dog mine Mh
automatically scores 2 2-3, ¢

Result
%
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A Nad Atiny marksman picks out his next target

SMIPER TEAM

the snipsr became synonymous with the Red Army,
patticilarly during the grim sieges of Stalingrad and Leningrad.
Stiipat schuols’ were established in bombed-out buildings
atitl callars, where successful snipers passed down theis
skils 19 sver-growing numbers of students - many of them
nutnat. Sovist propaganda lavished attention on successiul
atipers and encouraged a doctrine of "sniperism’ among the
ftaups. Snipers used telescopic sights on either a bolt action
Muisin: Nagant 1891/30 or, more rarely, a Tokarev SVT-40 semi
alitutnatic rifle. A variety of ammunition was used, including
acel and armour-piercing rounds. Soviet snipers were
#uailabile at company level working as teams or sometimes on
thait . Individual Red Army squads would often have a
Ausiynated marksman with a scoped rifle to help compensale
fur the lack of lung-range firepower due to the large numbers
ul subimachine guns in use. Soviet snipers became renowned
far thair fislderaft, stealth and patience. The most successful
stilptrs sach accounted for hundreds of enemy — around 500
fistivy the graatest tally recorded by a single sniper.

Lot Yhits (Regidar), 65pts (Veteran)
Tanmy 7 stiper and assistant
Wanpons: 1 Rifle

Spuninl Rules:

o Tanin weapon

i W :
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Special Miles

& Flamsthi i

o Teath wesfiti

o ROKS2 08 this togebitnns 1 bbbttt s flamethi awes
man cantit b Chiaei Ak a6 epiiana damags’

flamethowet gt atin i inlsimngaishubbe frmm
Hflsiman, ey

his atanebaid fig
Itaritey ditiirig




gy

ARMY LIST

S ——

-1 v 2 l'
PR s bt i

A medium mortar team prepares to rain destruction on the Fasclst Invaders

' regimental mortars. The allocation of 50mm mortars was initially
i individual teams at platoon level, but later they were more
often concentrated together at company level for use an masse,
The weapon was easily man-portable and could lay down high
grplosive or smoke bombs at a range of over 800 yards.

Gost: 24pts (Inexperienced), 35pts (Regular), 46pts (Veteran)
Team; 2 firer and loader.

Weapons: 1 Light mortar

Spacial Rules:

+ Team weapon

¢ |ndirect fire

+ HE(D3)

MEDIUM MORTAR TEAM
The standacd fussian medium mortar of the war was the 82+
PM-41 o - hattalion mortar Model 1941, This sorved
alongside the otherwise similar 82mm Model 1937. Both were
yery effect - ~rd accurate weapons with a range of about
9000 yard- 7o mortars were regarded as artillery rathor
than infantry weapons by the Russians and were usually
‘o1 in batteries for battalion-level support,

massed toge

Cost: 7501 (Inexperienced), 50pts (Regular), 65pts (Vetaran)
Toam: 3 firer and 2 loaders
Waapons: 1 Medium mortar
Options;
* May add Spotter for +10 points
Special Rules:
* Toam weapon

* Finad
¢ Indirect fire
¢ HE lf)f;,‘

120mm heavy mortar team

HEAVY MORTAR TEAM
The Red Army pioneered the modern heavy mortar and

Gormans feared them greatly, so much so thi
Russian 120mm weapon almost ider

thamsalves with great effect. The
of about 6,000 yards, Alth
produced, these (
tha *

»
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ARTILLERY

FIELD ARTILLERY

In Russia artillery is rafartad 1o aa the ‘Gl of War' (Hog
Vynoy) and has formed the senior arm of the miliiary simee
before the time of Napolaon. The Hoviet aimy deployed
artillery in vast numbers and a hawilioing variaty of sizes,
frorp light infantry guns to huge divisinnal arillery ploces.
During the Great Patriotic War the Caniral Coiinittas hld
b'agk‘ large numbers of artillary piaces fiom raginenial ani
divisional organisation lavals i1 order fy mass tharm o
separate artillery ragiments, brigados, divigioing and sven
corps for maximum affact. Garman aceouita of the Fastarn
Front always emphasise the ubiquity of Red Army aitillary and
weight of Soviet barragas,

LIGHT HOWITZER

The Russians produced a number of diffarent light artillery
guns of the same 76,2mm (3-inch) calibar. The follawing entiy
is suitable for the old Tsarist Modal 1927/08 regimantal gun and
its variants and 76.2mm ZiS-3 divisional guns withont aoeess
to armour-piercing ammunition — somathing that would he a
criminal oversight after 1942, By the late wai the Jis-d
divisional gun had become the Had Anmy's chief fleld gun - a
good all round weapon that Stalin called ‘a maateipiece of
artillery design’. The Zi5-3 was used hoth as o howitzer and
against enemy tanks to such good affact that wa have ineluded
it in the Bolt Action game as an anfi-tank gun, though with the
ability to operate as a light howitzer (see page ),

Cost: 40pts (Inexperienced), S0pts (Hagular), B0pts (Vataran)
Team: 3 —firer and 2 loadars,
Weapons: 1 Light howitzar

4.?;‘_,-,?- o

fipecial Hulos:

+ Hun shiald

+ Ramwaapon
Fixal
Howiizay

HE (D)

MEDIUM HOWITZER

Hal Army medium artillery consisted of 122mm artillery pigg

fngether with a few older 107mm guns (most of which ‘
lost in the 1941 fighting). The 122mm A19 gun was a rof
suocessful design that was later developed into the D-25;
salf-propelled guns and the D-25T for the 1S-2 heavy
Although the A19 was too slow-firing and cumbersom

make an effective anti-tank gun, it was certainly capab :

(lestroying heavy German tanks. By 1943, the heaviest Ge
Panzers were practically invulnerable to smaller weap
and the 122mm A19 was one of the few effective answerg
Red Army had to them.

Gost: 60pts (Inexperienced), 75pts (Regular), 90pts (Veteran) i
Yoam: 4 - firer and 3 loaders 3
Waapons: | Medium howitzer

Options: 4
+ May add Spotter for +10 points .
Special Rules:

+ Gun shield

¢ Taam weapon

+ Fixed

« Howitzer

« ME (204)







ARMIES OF THE SOVIET UNION

Take aim, comrade! A 45mm anti-tank gun and Komsomolets tractor lie in wait for the enemy

Cost: 40pts (Inexperienced), 50pts (Regular), 60pts (Veteran)
Weapons: 1 Light anti-tank gun

Team: 2

Special Rules:

¢ Gun shield

* Team weapon

* Fixed

M-42 ANTI-TANK GUN

The 1937 model 45mm anti-tank gun was a relatively effective
weapon at the outset of Barbarossa, but by 1942 it stood no
chance against heavily armoured German tanks like the Tiger.
Modifications were made to increase the barrel length of the
45mm to improve its velocity and penetration, ‘Sub-calibre’
(HVAP/APCR) ammunition was also developed but the
improved 45mm was still unable to achieve frontal penetrations
against the new German heavy tanks at anything other than
point-blank range. However, it was still a useful weapon easily
capable of destroying light vehicles, and it remained in service
in very large numbers (some 10,843 were manufactured). In
the late war the 45mm was more often used as an infantry gun
firing high explosives than as an anti-tank weapon,

Cost: 46pts (Inexperienced), 58pts (Regular), 70pts (Veteran)

Weapons: 1 Light anti-tank gun

Team: 2

Special Rules:

* Gun shield

* Team weapon

* Fixed
+ Improved ballistics: Auhm ungun Mmmr:wn ufﬁwf
to its penetration vakn 2

boom’) for its distinctive

215-2 ANTI-TANK GUN
The 57mm ZiS-2 was developed before the war to give &
tank artillery regiments a weapon capable of detroying hea
armoured tanks, It was a rapid-firing semi-automatic guns
could shoot up to 25 rounds a minute. ZiS-2 productiony
cancelled shortly after the outbreak of war when it beqf
clear that the armour thickness of German tanks hadqf
greatly exaggerated. Instead anti-tank units persnstedw@
old 45mm M-42 and 76.2mm ZiS-3 divisional gun. Howey
late 1942 these weapons were no longer capable of facing!
new tanks deployed by the Germans, and production off
ZiS-2 was given the full go ahead in June 1943. Alrnost
were made before the war ended.

Cost: 60pts (Inexperienced), 75pts (Regular), 90pts (Veteran)
Team: 3

Weapon: 1 Medium anti-tank gun
Special Rules:

¢ Gun shield

* Team weapon

* Fixed

ZIS-3 DIVISIONAL GUN
The ZiS-3 was a truly multi-purpose
artillery and as an anti-tank gun
came to know it well and dubbe
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formations still using them were decimated in the summer

" | Rules:
§ L:‘“m volatile fuel tanks makes each tank a potential fireball fighting. Surviving BT tanks were withdrawn from the front after
] ame-throwing vehicles are more likely to be destroyad hy mid- 1942 and seem to have vanished into training a and far eastern
“_»!"‘-i]g“‘ as explained on page 52 of the rulubook commands, Although the BT-7 was both larger and heavier than
' the BT-5, the practical differences between them
g1-5 AND 8T-7 LIGHT TANK are unnqnml enough that both are treated as having the same

g7 stood for Bystrokhodny tank - Tast/high speed tank” and wore characteristics in Bolt Action terms. Principal service: 1932-41.
Wmnd? Soviet cavalry tanks that emphasised Hght weight and Numbaers manufactured: 7,000-8,000.
igh speed. They were based on designs by American J. Walter
L Ch istie that featured hard rubber road wheels and a chain drive Cost: 100pts (Inexperienced), 125pts (Regular), 150pts (Veteran)
hat allowed them to run without tracks, While imprassivoly fnst Waoapons: 1 turret-mounted light anti-tank gun with co-axial MMG
5t 53mph for the BT-7, the BT series wera lightly armoured and Damage Value: 8+ (Light Tank)
their gasoline engines made them lire-prone, The BT tanks wore Options:
eady scheduled for replacement by the T-34 in 1940, all « A BT-7A may replace its light anti-tank gun with a light howitzer

aifea
production had halted before the invasion began and tho existing for fron

SR $ ‘L\

1 1-60s capture Tiger 100, 18 January 1943, by POMDOMIIO
m Campaign 215; Leningrad 1941-44,

Fivg g
Tak,

Ken f
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T-37 LIGHT TANK
In the early 1930s, the Red Army startad to foak (o1 an

improved version of their earlier T-27 light tankatia whieh
had never performed satisfactorily. The subsequant duaiyh
of the T-37 was heavily influenced by the cantamporry
Carden-Loyd tankette and the Viekers floating tank, hul alai
reused the designs of several components from e sl
T-27. Problems were encountered in mass-prodiiing e
buoyant hull for the T-37 and this led ta few (in Saviel tufi)
being manufactured at first. The T-37 saw action i1
Winter War against Finland and the Sovial invasion il
Poland before most examples of the type wara dastiayuil i)
the opening weeks of the Great Patriatic Wai. Allagedly, o
few T-37s survived in frontline service as lata aa 1444,
presumably in the northern sectors where their armphihione
capabilities would go some way ta compensate for thah
thin armour and weak armament. Principal seivice: 1444
44. Numbers manufactured: Approximately 1,200,

Cost; 52pts (Inexperienced), 65pts (Regular), 78pts (Vetaran)

Wi | Ji0 i i AL
Vssinmign Wadian: |1 Lfdnmpiiint giasy

bl Wiilns i
0 A ] e s BIH LR i B P A A

VI e SpplRI ) ik B A e

FAN LT F i 4
Hiia 1y 1A i sl ids 4 4y 14fnts atlier amph

D KBIEE 8 3 BERiY 90l 10 hnmaianss vaticls. |

bl shupid Wll il yropsiias o mafors pomss i
WiEI, A1 RS RIS it 5 LS By imaciime g
WG aplal DT mashing guh ta saH defancs. Ony 8
Windpaid 1 AD il basn bkt arban wiad broke on
AN A6 5] Bihbiis vabns ey st ioon s6608
bip pplas iy i i s lysans smading day. The T4
Linb Dl alwaady bissn dayslagad b the 146 chas

RIBIIY AN Ry vias ihed Gist GG produce
(marginally) mars ussdul vabists. The last bateh of
Wit il g A 5 74 st 184 invstend of t
Pl survine 15 47 Wuimars mandactared. 7
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<o the GErmans immenss pronems as the neayy tanks

p r’.?fmig/ s 1 Garmag apntitank Giihs ot s /71.,',{
o1 than point-blank rangs. This allowed KV 1s e ally

s German termations in 19481, crushing usslsss 4/
j ¢ Jh

""/,,;.,; heneath their broad Hm'l Adthaugh prodiction of
‘Hf (-1 continue 4 until 19475, ns tschnioal lnnations st
yeliability w16 B Constan ;:li m, particidarly dus 1o s
(”/w,, SImission system, 1 was slso 16419 be unds sinned
g5 it carmied the same /16.2mm cannon as the smaller and
v,;g‘..,,;(; 3. B Hamethrowsr varian of the KV 1 existed  the
¢4, This took the unusial measure of fitting s 4'mun Gein it
5 c0-B/E ATO-4Y Hamethrowsr in the thrret, the smaller £ 4uin
",'«.”» disquised with & larger take gun barrsl ';i thin sheet
e the K8 indistinguishable from normal KYs

an &ftort 1o improve the III/;MM/ of the KV an 'S
‘speedy’) version was designad in 1942, Armour
gatsetion and, theretore, weight was reduced 1o cut down on
dealn 0n the transmission, A new, latter turrat was designed
with & commantder's cupola with sll-round vision blocks - 4
siep forward in Soviet heavy tank design, Existing KV
srofuction was turned over 1o the new G typs but the 76.2mm
weapon wis still telt to be inadequats, In 194% the appesrance
serman Fanther spurred renewed work on heavy tanks
it arger guns, Once German tanks began 1o be squipped

SkarastinG|

wih gquns that could penetrate the KV's heavy armour, its
gngular advantage over the T34 was gons, Mone ﬂl‘!»i.‘)?‘.k,
mits wsre sUll equipped with the KV in the final year of the
war, wlthoagho i dunimishing numbers as stirtion took its toll
miars, Prancipal service! 193945, Numbers
manufac KA =~ 2878, KNG = 1,282, KV ~ 102,
bt 732, sotiansad), #0ps (Regular), 420pts (Veteran)
Woapun: mbutied medivm antiAank gun with ¢o

il 1 et mounied tearAacing MMG, and 1

forwis Smourted MMG
Vg / i+ (Heayy Tank)
Ui
'y

S Armotred sl round bonus snd oo

g slow ot - 1igs,

Ky it the turret moumed medium anti-tank
o asinl WAMAG with i light amti4ank gun and co-
VAP

et for s 25e. Flame thi owing vehicles
cuiy i e dustroyed by damage, 88 explained

o PEGE 52 of the rulebook
e iaf Hisles

A

&l round, Thie €KY was -m-mm
s et mg il the liont - 86 no modifiers
Hation when m“mmm“
s Cout the full srmeur m
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KV-B5 AND 15-1 HEAVY TANK

1943, the fighting around Kursk-Orel showed the KV-1 had
besn critically outstripped by German tank development. As 2
stupyap measure, the KV-85 was produced from the KV-18 hull
mated to a turret previously designed for the KV-13 ‘universal
tank” concept with a D5-T 85mm cannon. An entirely new
haavy tank design was already on the drawing board for the
15 losef Stalin) line and work was begun on this immediately,
#ith the initial production run completed using the same 85mm
gun. When it became apparent that T-34s were also being
upgunned to 85mm, it was felt that the new heavy tank should
pack something bigger, and so the 1S-2 was born. While th_e
K85 and 15-1 were different tanks, their performance is
tlosely enough matched that they are treated as being the
same in Bolt Action terms. Principal service: 1943-45. Numbers
manutactured; KV-85 - 130, 1S-1 —100.

Cost: 2560ts [Inexperienced), 320pts (Regular), 384pts (Veteran)

Weapons: 1 turret-mounted heavy anti-tank gun with co-axial MMG,
1 turret-mounted rear-facing MMG, and 1 forward-facing hull-
mounted MMG

Damaye Value: 10+ (Heavy Tank)

152 HEAVY TANK

The losef Stalin tank was designed to replace the old KV heavy
tank and was a far better-designed machine with thick frontal
armour and a huge 122mm gun. Despite this, and the heavy tank
classification given to it by the Russians, the I1S-2 was only of
comparable weight to the German Panther. The 1S-2 was
intended as a breakthrough tank so it was given a weapon
suitable for firing a powerful HE round to clear out enemy
strongpoints, After some indecision, the Red Army settled on the

ENU———

AR i ks
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il 19 gun-nowinzer that was used by the Russian artillery.

sl milAank wespon this was less potent than its sheer size

g g4y
i

HgesL T or one thing it was very slow to fire as the shell

#i Ehil ge were separate, and space within the low 1S-2 turret

Py

was very cramped — two rounds 2 minuts w
could be managed. In its role as 2 tznk gu

gun as a heavy anti-tank gun but with ent
Principal service: 1944-45. Numbers manuf

a

THE BRONEKATER - SOVIET RIVERINE CRAFT

Ihé Eastern Front included a surprising amount of coastal and riverine
Wik, s fastinsting fact commonly obscured by the mammoth scale
o the fighting taking place elsewhere. Around the Crimean peninsula
ant e s6a ol Azoy 1 the south, and across the Gulf of Finland and the
likss 4f the Leningiad front in the north, Soviet forces fought from a
vty of yessels, Some of the most successful of these were the
Hianevater -siyle of srmoured boats frequently referred to as ‘tank-
Ships’ These were armaured, steel-hulled vessels commonly equipped
Ak ik G g 1Nk turrets (initially T-28 or BT-7 turrets, but switched
iy 1444 tuprets from 1940), and several minor turrets mounting machine
e flier 1947, some versions of the type 1124 armoured gun boat
placed one of their tank turrets with a Katyusha rocket launcher for
firect grtfiery support. The tank-ships were tough and versatile,
designed 1 he light enough 1o be lifted out of the water and carried by
i 1 where they were needed, Though the early gun boats displaced
ity inis of less, later types tipped the scales at almost fifty tons. With
i {uden draft of iess then 2 meter, Bronekaters were used to patrol
oussial areas, lekes and rivers, including the Azov, Dnepr, Volga and
Uanube, They slse acted as landing craft for Naval commando forces,
st this offers perbaps the most fruitful opportunity to incorporate one
iy i game of Bolt Action,

in game terms, such an armoured gun boat functions using the tank
sl it turrets and weapons appropriate to the model available.
Jihile these yessels were less thickly armoured than a conventional
iov, i greater size and number of non-essential components made

e hard 16 destrty.

Cost: 240pts (Inexperienced), 300pts (Regular), 260pts (Veterzg

Weapons: 1 turret-mounted medium anti-tank gun with co-ziz
MMG, 3 turret-mounted MMGs (each in its own turret)

Damage Value: 9+ (Medium Tank) |

Transport: Up to 12 men *

Options:

Upgrade 1 turret-mounted MMG to a medium znti-tank

co-axial MMG for +65pts

Replace 1 turret-mounted medium anti-tank gun 2nd ¢z

MMG with 1 Katyusha multiple rocket launcher theawy

multiple launcher) for free

Upgrade any turret-mounted MMG {except co-zxizl o ;

twin MMGs (+10pts each), or to a single HMG {+10pts eachl,

or to twin HMGs (+30pts each) e

Special Rules: e

* Armoured gun boat: No modifiers apply for penetration, 2
shots count the full armour value. Also, to take into nt!
Bronekater’s size, discard the first damage roll that
beats its Damage Value

¢ Waterborne: May only move in areas of deep or shallo o
being treated as a tracked vehicle for speed and turming

o

W
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g N e, ORI (Regula ), MpLs Wuteg'an)
R e s DS ke Rk gun with ¢o-axial MMG,
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TANK DESTROYERS

The difference between a tank destroyer and self-propelied artiery
is somewhat blurred in the Soviet army because most QUAR e
dual purpose — such as the ZiS-3 - and were used as assaul guns
(short-ranged artillery supporting an infantry attack), selt-propelied
artillery (for long ranged indirect fire) and anti-tank QUINS i gageny
enemy tanks with armour-piercing shels). The following types are
the closest to true tank destroyers — which is to say dedicated %
the destruction of enemy armour with powerful anti-tank guns.

Z1s-30

In the desperate days of 1941, Komsomolets tractors were
used as improvised tank destroyers, and around a hundred

were converted to carry a ZiS-2 57mm anti-tank gun as the
short-lived ZiS-30.













M7 Mi

soft-skin)

I-AIRCRAFT VEHICLE
. (Multiple Gun Motor Carriage) used the
irvester-built M5 half-track as the basis for a
anti-aircraft gun. Itwas otherwise comparable
'sed by the Americans and featured a quad .50
‘chine gun. A thousand of these vehicles were

fussia via the Lend-Lease program between December
‘N March 1944. The Russians used their M17s against

@ircraft and also against ground targets. Principal

/4% 194345, Numbers received: 1,000.

*{Inexperienced), 125pts (Regular), 150pts (Veteran)

PO 4 turret-mounted HMGs
0 Value: 74 (Armoured Car)

ped
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ARMOURED CARS

As with all combatant nations, the Red Army included
armoured cars for scouting and sometimes as light support for
infantry — notably during street fighting where their small size
and manoeuvrability made them especially useful. Large
numbers of armoured cars were produced in the 1930s, but
few were in use after the first year of war. Most of the Soviet
armoured cars were fairly antiquated designs and aside from
the creation of the diminutive BA-64, little was done to develop

them further, the armoured car's role mostly being taken over
by T-60 and T-70 light tanks, -

BA-64

The tiny BA-64 ‘Bobik’ (‘Bobby’) became standard Russian
light armoured car from its first 1 mmd,:de_sphe
its rather primitive appe: i

service until the 1960s.

chassis and its ang
by the German Sd.
armament of a

later BA-64B

A







oot 1015 (Inexperianced), 39pts (Regular), 47pts (Voteran)
gapons: None

" age Value: 6+ (Soft-ukin)

fransport Up to 12 man

fow light howitzar, light or medium anti-tank gun; light or medium
anti-aircraft gun

Options: :
, May have a pintla-mounted MMG with 360 degree arc of fire for

{1Hpts

JALF-TRACK TRUCK

the Russians produced o number of half-track trucks similar to
e German Maultier design. These included the GAZ 1% ton and
ZiS 2 ton half tracks, which were designed in such a way that
e rear track suspension could be lifted and the track removed,
dlowing the truck to drive on its rear wheels when required,

Cost: 35pts (Inexporiancad), 44pts (Regular), 53pts (Vetaran)

Woapons: nony

Damage Value: 6+ (Soft-skin)

Transport: Up to 12 men

Tow: light howitzer; light or madium anti-tank gun; light or medium
anti-aircraft gun

Dptions;

o May have o torward-facing pintle-mounted MMG covering the

front arc for + 10pts

GAZ *JEEP

e GAZ 67 Command car was inspired by the US-built jeep,
which it woperficially resembles, The Russians built just
undar 5,000 by the and of the war ~ but received more like ten

s as o actual Jeaps, so either could be included in
Russinn ariny

Cost: 17t (1 ovparienced), 21pts (Ragular), 26pts (Veteran)
Weapons o

Damage Vatue: 64 (Soft-skin)

Irunapmt L man

Tow: Light st tank gun; light anti-alreraft gun

Options:

*May b o pintle-mounted MMG for +15pts, losing all transport
f.:lum,lly

" May upgrade the MMG to 8 HMG for +10pts

MRTILLERY TRACTORS

e fssins produced o bewildering varlety of artillery
;“”i“u-. of all shapus and sizes, ineluding many that resembled
Wtk true ks with tank underpinnings and truck bodies,

:’('””‘/ mote were quite literally tractors - adapted
w-f:",lznlluml machines for military use. Tractors were
. Jitmoured bodies, such as the 126 (based on the

TP light tank). %

ARMY LIST

GAZ-67 Jeep |

Cost: 12pts (Inexperienced), 15pts (Regular), 18pts (Veteran)
Weapons: none

Damage Value: 6+ (Soft-skin)

Tow: Any gun or howitzer

Options:

+ Field as armoured tractor with damage value of 7+ at +20pts
Special Rules:

+ Slow |
+ Open-topped (if armoured) '

T-20 KOMSOMOLETS

The T-20 Komsomolets was an armoured prime mover
designed to tow small anti-tank guns. It featured an enclosed
crew cabin at the front with a ball-mounted DT light machine
gun and exposed benches for the gun crew at the back.

Cost: 48pts (Inexperienced), 60pts (Regular), 72pts (Veteran)

Weapons: 1 forward-facing LMG

Damage Value: 7+ (Armoured Carrier)

Transport: Up to 6 men ‘

Tow: Any anti-tank gun; any anti-aircraft gun; light
howitzer '

Special Rules:

« Open-topped
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The Asrusan was

# patiliarly Russian vehicle - a lightly built
slad gushud ajon

4 by a small asroplane engine. In military
ur scouting over areas of deep snow
o Wety impsnstrable to ordinary vehicles. They
st o support skitroops, towing supplies or even
Ough tsstrictad 16 snow and ice, they are interesting
e the version stiown here is the support Aerosan
VA a3 8 013611 o s pasep0ss and a light machine gun.

o Ats i gyorions ), $pits (Ragular), 60pts (Veteran)
Wangione | Worwatd Aacing LIMG

Datnngs Valuey, /4 Whetnoiitsd Carrier)

Feamsport: Uy 104 501 4 vops pulling)

Spseial Wulss

hasndds they wers sed f
and o 1l

Wels ilgy
men, At
vahiolys,

S The Asrussn oan oty travel over snow or flatice — which
HArety e notmal 1rr5in travslling at the same speed as a
ihasled yetisls, bt with the safme manoeuvrability as a tracked

vehiols (5 twirn par mevs)
Opai Aoppud

GAZ-98 Aerosali




1ol

So
W&gfﬂflmry elearing a pillbox, by Peter Denni )
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ARBIES (F THE SOVIET Gmitn

oi\ WO TGANIEaNGTAL 60, e Fed fomy atered amost
- WPLGYRIH TREGARITGN hetween 1567 are 945 Te
LRI itantry formetions =ed two-midely
dishtliited tank farees of the Fed fomy comebues o
vt balliies (1 Wi siiimifmer camprigns of 1947 Reinous
Wkt (e Gauitlaten hat & new, leaner Fes Aomy mouie
big Calewd alinest from seraieh In four years of wae e
Ruvtale it i imass e forces and freponer anng
watiaw liaite They l6armed io keep desp svategic
RRBIviE Lo Brfilail offenisive success or o stabilise
callapeiing frants. Masi of il they leamed how o
Wil Brsiy farmations and destroy mhem. They had
bt i e masters of operations! command, e
et imiane, and they had learmed their lessons well

Hilk & GlaN Comains 16 Theatre Selectors, wivich we
wiinillines (6161 (6 simply as selectors. Each Theatre
Rulseton draws fram the main Aomy List 1o descrbe 2
e thal te hiaadly appropriale for & paricuiar theatre
and puriad of the Great Fatriefic War. Some of the
Phsalie Seleciorns aueriap in Gate because, on the 1,200
il Eastern Front, e Red Aoy was ofien on the
delunive i (e area while on the offensive in others. A
nuiimbier o spiecific esleeiars are included for each of
thiskis ,mms:

We've plaeadl an simphasis on the infantry-led battles
iy this Eagl, 80 many of the Theafre Selectors are setin
ihe northern and central areas of the front, with their
denvei teirain rather than ihe open steppes of the south.
Eiguinlly, by 16475 the Red Army ‘settles in’ to 2 conesive
wiganisation very different from the patchwork of the
Wewpit vt daye af 184142, From this point onward, the
chaiiging arfiy i mestly defined by the arrival of large
Wiiihis e o few (anke and heavier guns.

Balurs playiig the

dfferent pariods and Waaties. WHISE 1t gty s
accurate plavers aman lika 10y ‘what i ‘YW .

A partioular Tavouiia 1§ pitling Huylal ks gua
American of British [ Wal Wmimanns g ol
scanan — 3 0ugh PIApasimn far s Wastuin Al

ANTI-TANK TEAM
THREE-FOR-ONE RULE

Regardless af whathei yaii elinnes Y”m iius i g
genaric Platoon Salaeior o any ol s MIMWMC Hig
Seiectors, @mambar INAT Ay Wix ol ip by ise g
Teams Counts as a single piek - maanting g whie gl
-1 teams you oan in faet taka 03 This upiia alloy
reflects the Ngh PIOPRTIIN Of SUeh 18NS g
Soviet army and is ineluded a8 4 speeial e g
teams 0 the army St EAh Wit 18 s4I0a distinet yi,
represented by a dia i tha disa aup.

s

e T




THEATRE SELECTURS

The famous T-35/85, supported by Red Army infantry
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in Kholm, by Peter Dennis © Osprey
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BARBAROSSA®

ATTRCK ON THE FORTIFIED REGIONS, JUNE 144

W glhoordance

ety WEkveen Germany and the Soviet Union, in August 1939 0 1 i/
HF4E aieas of eastern Poland, Romania and the

wath the secret protocols of the non aggression

daltic States had 0-1 Wi
HEEI BEcupied by the Red Army. Despite weeks of troop build

10 { /
Hktuent Luftwatfe reconnaissance flights over Soviet territory ,
i Harnings from spies and deserters, the German invasion or /

| ¢4 June 1941 ~ Operation Barbarossa achieved complete {114/

; Aalegic suiprise. The Soviet fortified regions’ along the fronties -
MGG pIErEed at many points by a torrent of fire and steel. To the Fabiblery ;*
astumshment of the Germans, many isolated Soviet garrisons 0-14 1

IHIBIER 10 the end even when surrounded and without hope of / ' ’ : 1
Vgl - an ominous foretaste of what was to come. / i #
i wiviet torce for the opening of Barbarossa must comprise / : '
<L inore reintorced platoons picked from the following Arny
Hel-Bach remforced platoon is made up as follows: Pl s 4

1
, 1
/ . .
FURTIFIED REGION REINFORCED PLATOON

Fihgspenenced Lieutenant - Junior or Senior Lag)

dlngepencnced LMG squads (max 1 LMG per squad) or NKVD squads At i i

K s ’ / /

Hegilyuariers Uisisop y

b Laptain

b LGHinissal

b Medie team { 3y A o
1 kaeward Artillery Observer

bianiny b 4 TN hy 4.

A nlapny Squads: Inexperienced LMG squads (max 1 LIMG per Eaptivu ol 4

fuad), NKVD squads, Cavalry squads

Buvigl fuicas prepare to spring their ambush




-

SATTLE OF KIEV

HITLER'S GREATEST VICTORY, JULY-SEPTEMBER 1941

ﬁarmanys Army Group Centre was more heavily reinforced

manthe invasion groups 1 the north and south. As

T i

Infantry

asult, a 0-4 Infantry squads: Rifle squads, Inexperienced LMG squads (max
jangerous buige had developed on the central axis as the 1 LMG per squad), NKVD squads, Shtrafbat squads, People’s
Soviet southwestern front held its ground against Army Group Militia squads, Motorcycle squads, Cavalry squads.
South. On the orders of Stalin, more and more reinforcements  0-1 MMG team
were poured in to protect Kiev, capital of the \\".z‘*'a Oesperate  0-1 HMG team
fghting in the battles around Smolensk convinced the German 01 Flamethrower team

tigh command that, in spite of '.: staggen rg '-“\\es, the Red  0-1 Anti-tank team: Anti-tank Rifle team, Ampulomet Anti-tank team,

Amy was still a danger. In sarly July, -‘« 3*‘ 1 Centre turned Tank Hunter Anti-tank team (may not have panzerfaust), Dog
1o assist Army Group Sc ith and trapped the entire ma

DO ass of Mine Anti-tank team
soldiers around Kiev — 43 Divisions - im 2 huge s?::'téemenz. G-1 Mortar team: light, medium or heavy
The Red Army suffered S 8, 304 dead or captured and 84,240
wounded in the subsequent series of batties. The 43 divisions of Artillery
*he southwestern front vird ceased X ‘ i 0-1 Gun from:
ralled ‘the greatest battie it Anti-tank gun: 45mm Model 1937
A Soviet force for the b:.’::.a of Kiew '“;s: comprise one or Artillery gun: light, medium or heavy

nore reinforced platooms picked from the following Army List.  Anti-aircraft gun: 37mm 61-K Model 1939
fach reinforced piatoon is ma :

Armoured Cars

SATTLE OF KIEV REINFORCED Pum 0-1 Armoured car or Recce vehicle: BA-10, BA-20

linexperienced Lieutenant — Junior
2Rifle squads, Inexperienced LME s

NKVD squads, Shtrafhat squads or

LUMG per squad), Tanks, Tank Destroyers, Self-propelled artillery and Anti-aircraft
iita squads vehicles

-1 Vehicle from: T-26 (any variant), BT-5/7, T-37, T-40, T-60, T-28,

Plus: T-34, T-35, KV-1, KV-8, Tachanka, KV-2, Katyusha, Tokarev 4M
Quad Maxim

Headquariers

1 Captain or Major Transports and Tows

1 Commis 0-1 Transport vehicle per mfamry nnit in tht Mm

-1 Me m from: Truck

1 For Artiflery Observer 01 Tow from: Truck, half-track
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OPERATION TYPHOON

DEFENDING THE ROAD TO MOSCOW, OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1941

the original planning for Barbarossa had dictated that the
fussian capital be captured within the first four months. Bitter
goviet resistance to the north and south plus logistics
groblems incurred due to the poor roads and worsening
woather brought the German advance to a virtual standstill by
mid-October. The onset of cold weather froze the ground for
long enough for the Germans to renew their offensive against
Woscow with Operation Typhoon, but by this time Zhukov had
hoon recalled from Leningrad to organise the defences of the
wapital and fresh Soviet reserves drawn from Siberia were
massing. An attempted pincer movement to encircle Moscow
was just barely held back as the Germans, who were poorly
squipped for the Russian winter, began to suffer severe
casualties in both men and machines due to the freezing
fumperatures,

A Soviet force for the defence of Moscow must comprise
one or more reinforced platoons picked from the following
hrmy List. Each reinforced platoon is made up as follows:

MOSCOW DEFENDERS REINFORCED PLATOON

I lisutanant - Junior or Senior

!Infantry squads: Rifle squads, LMG squads (max 1 LMG per squad),
MG squads, Guards squads (may not have panzerfaust and
max 1 LMG per squad), NKVD squads, Shtrafbat squads,
Partisan squads, Cavalry squads, People’s Militia squads,
dibetian squads, Ski Troops squads or Airborne squads

THEATRE SELECTORS

Plus:

Headquarters

01 Captain or Major

01 Commissar

0-1 Medic team

0-1 Forward Artillery Observer o Farward Air Obserer

J—

Infantry

0-4 Infantry squads: Rifle squads, LMG squads lmar | LAG per
squad), SMG squads, Guards squads (miay not hive panzedaus
and max 1 LMG per squad), NKVD squads, Sitrathat sausds,
Partisan squads, Feople’s Militia squads, Siberan sauads, 56
Troops squads, Aithorne Squnds, Cavalry squads

0-1 MMG team

0-1 HMG team

0-1 Sniper team

0-1 Flamethrower team

0-2 Anti-tank toam: Anti-tank Hifte team, Ampulomet Anti-tank team,

Tank Huntor Anti-tank team (may not have panzertaust), Dog
Mine Anti-tank team

0-1 Martar team: light, medium or heavy

Artillery

0-1 Gun from: 1
Anti-tank gun: 45mm Model 1957, 262
Divisional gun, A-19 Field gun

diu
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SECOND BATTLE OF KHARKO

A NOOSE ALREADY PREPARED, MAY 1942

Despi
strategic initiative s:iﬂbr ionvmwd it I.he N
TR Ry t eiz:,ted with the. Soviet P
i i Conce wm‘ter counter-offensive. He
ey emr‘at{o‘m of forces in the south to
i v, third-largest city in the Soviet
n an-d a key industrial centre. A great mass of
newly raised rifle divisions and freshly built tanks

inexperience and poor pl
ugly head. Unknown to the Sovi

preparation for their own summer offensive
were ideally placed to counter-attack

Red Army troops descend from their half-track to investigate an abandoned artillery piece

70

thrust towards Kharkov was cut off and ;:;-‘;:




THEATRE SELECTORS

v by Gt tanks, planes and artillery, costing the  SECOND BATTLE OF KHARKOV REINFORCED PLATOON

,mu Ay anither 260,000 casualties and the loss of virtually 1 Lieutenant — Junior or Senior
NUCAL aitka and guns comimitted, 2 Infantry squads: LMG squads (max 1 LMG per squad), SMG
A deviet torew tar the second battle of Kharkov must squads, Guards squads (may not have panzerfaust and max |
Ll Qe aF more ialnforced platoons picked from the LMG per squad), Tank Rider squads, Shtrafhat squads, Partisan
lliwting Ay Liste Fach reinforced platoon is made up as squads, Cavalry squads, Motorcycle squads
[l
Plus:
Headquarters

0-1 Captain or Major

0-1 Commissar

0-1 Medic team

0-1 Forward Artillery Observer

Infantry

0-4 Infantry squads: Rifle squads, LMG squads (max 1 LMG per
squad), SMG squads, Guards squads (may not have panzerfausi
and max 1 LMG per squad), Tank Riders squads, Shtrafhat
squads, Partisan squads, Cavalry squads, Motorcycle squads

0-1 MMG team

0-1 HMG team

0-1 Sniper team

0-1 Flamethrower team

0-1 Anti-tank team: Anti-tank Rifle team, Ampulomet Anti-tank team,
Tank Hunter Anti-tank team (may not have panzerfaust), Dog
Mine Anti-tank team

0-1 Mortar team: light, medium or heavy

Artillery
0-1 Gun from:

Anti-tank gun: 45mm Model 1937, M-42 anti-tank gun, zas-z anti-tank
gun, ZIS-3 Dwnsmnal gun, A-19 Fi!ld m ; &
Artillery gun:
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BATTLE OF VORONEZHV

PANZERS BACK ON THE OFFENSIVE, JULY 1942 4 protect the i

- iver an
e a bri vad over the Don nver
S D e e SE O i Aernang Biewa : |)‘m'g”mddAllhouqh both Stalin and the Stavka had by this
their summer offensive ‘Case Blue’ to thrust across southern  their attack. :

: ‘ ic withdrawals .

; ane y idea of making strategic wit Sty

Then puota the Caucasus and ssize the vital il felds at Baku.  time mnhl"m"d (lh:lrl((»’:rglh, they were determined to fight f,,
Their first objective was capturing the city of Voronezh to gain ~ preserve fighting stre

ot forces ambush a German patrol in the foothills of the Caucasus, by Peter Dennis © Osprey Publishing Ltd.
et force .
?:I:/;n from Campaign 184: Stalingrad 1942.

)
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yoronezh. A series of counter-attacks were made against
german Panzer forces attempting to capture the city and
ploody street fighting there delayed the German advance by
several days, which would later prove vital in the battle for
stalingrad.

A Soviet force for the battle of Voronzhev must comprise
one or more reinforced platoons picked from the following
Army List. Each reinforced platoon is made up as follows:

THEATRE SELECTORS
SATTLE OF VORONEZHV REINFORCED PLATOON

! Lieutenant — Junior or Senior

2 nfanty squads LM Squads, SMU squads, Guarils squads (nay
not have panzertaust), Tank Rider sguads, Bhtathial sguads,
Cavalty gquads, Motoreyele squads

Plug:

Headguarters

01 Captain or Majot

01 Commigsar

01 Medic team

01 Forward Artillery Observer

Infantry

04 Infantry squads: Rifle squads, LMG Squads (max 1 LM par
squad), SMG squads, Guards squads (may not have panzefaust
and max 1 LMG per squad), Tank Riders squads, Shisatbat

squads, Cavalry squads, Motoreyele squads
01 MMG team

0-1 HMG team

0-1 Sniper team

01 Flamethrower team

01 Anti-tank team: Anti-tank Rifls team, Ampulomet Anti tank team,

Tank Huntor Anti-tank team (may not have panzerfaust), Dog
Mine Anti-tank team

0-1 Mortar team: light, medium or heavy

Adtiltery
01 Gun trom:

Anti-tank gun: 45mm Model 1937, M2 ant-tank gun, 2182 anti-tank
Qun, ZIS-3 Divisional gun, A-19 Field gun rer
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BATTLE OF STALINGRAD

2 1
STREET-FIGHTING ACADEMY, AUGUST-NOVEMBER 194

it (I e fiin |
A Iiletstly, Gt sttty # Aistiey
Nl AiE sppist » i ity i /s mmlmm ‘
: iverand  of artillery and it & iy Ht Witk Witk /i ._
In August, German forces reached the _’“‘ghg" V‘;',if,,:ﬂ the  battle taged lhumuh|!l:"-':""’”,,i ianlatiom s e S
atst S e, !nduqrtalcny . Stayngra 'gf cistattack  forees being drawi vite wislalind by u thin 'H"f'“#
wast. Stavka had recognised the direction of the fasc dalenders W e sort Tk il e
and orderad Stalingrad prepared for defence, velnforcamante M u' it wetihe! #ved, e
drafting in all available reserves and every (nly whish the m_;m :olv‘ﬁ’ﬂr'f'#ﬂ" (0 the
Gitizen between the ages of 15 and 55. Most of Boviel couiter of i it .'-' | Staingrad Hifth s
the 20-mile long city had been wrecked by aouth, did the Q.mm‘f:" mﬂuﬂ. wiliik b
Luftwatte bombing and the defenders dug into hadl eaughl "m"m:' o padie e
the ruins turning every factory, office building A Baviot farts fi byl {statioiys s
and apartment block into a fortress. The Red QO ae G "“”Armv List, “““! P
Artny kept their front lines as close as poss;ible from llt? “,L':;:V‘j.""“'l e "
1o the Germans, freque interpenetrating \atoan 18 m ) i .
the German posiuonsqin ﬂ; to limit their use '
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gzn’TI.E OF STALMRAB REMDRCEU PLATOON

s, SMG squads, Guards
Shirafbat squads,

Airborne squads

Headquaners

C-’ \'3::.«:’,‘ ~ _\ !5

J

var or Forward Air Obsarver

Infantry

'8 sqrv-‘*“ {max 1 LMG per
ax | LMG per squad),
\*}\\ D squads,
-_uac‘s, Naval squads,

2 maximum of 1 Assault

m, Ampulomet Anti-tank team,
fine Anti-tank team

(-1 Mortar team: ligh

0-1 Light mortar t

THEATRE SELECTORS

Artillery

0-2 Guns from:

Anti-tank gun; 45mm Model 1937, M-42 anti-tank gun, ZiS-2 anti-tank
gun, ZiS-3 Divisional gun, 85mm Model 1939, A-19 Field gun

Artillery gun: light, medium or heavy

Anti-aireraft gun: 37mm 61-K Model 1929, 25mm 72-K Model 1940

Armoured Cars
0-1 Armoured car or Recce vehicle: BA-10, BA-20, BA-64

Tanks, Tank Destroyers, Self-propelled artillery and Anti-aircraft
vehicles

0-1 Vehicle from: T-60, T-70, T-34, 0T-34, KV-1, KV-1S, KV-8,
Tachanka, KV-2, Katyusha, Tokarev 4M Quad Maxim

Transports and Tows

0--1 Transport vehicle per infantry unit in the reinforced platoon
from: Truck, half-track truck, Gaz jeep

0-1 Tow from: Truck, half-track truck, Komsomolets, artillery tractor

SPECIAL RULES

* Fanatical Defence: With their backs to the Volga the defenders of
Stalingrad fought with a stubbornness that the Germans found at
first nonsensical, then frustrating and finally frightening. An army
chosen from this selector can make any infantry units apart from
Shtrafbat squads Fanatics at an additional cost of +3pts per man

-
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OPERATION URANUS

DEATH ON THE VOLGA, NOVEMBER 1942-FEBRUARY 1943

On. 19 November the Red Ay unloashod Operation Uranus, i
twm-nrqnund attack north and south of Stalingrad with the aim
of isolating the German forees in the eity. The thinly held flanks
of the Nazi positions around Stalingrad quickly caved in
beneath the pressure and the arms of the Soviel pincer closed
at Kalach on the Don River two days later, The move trapped
ovm: a quarter of a million Axig soldiers in and around
Stalingrad - 21 field divisions and 100 battalion-sized units,
Efforts to break through the Soviet 1ing were repulsed and

-

-

Naval troops take up a defensive position

attempts to resupply the trapped formations by air proygg
impossible, Three months later the surviving Germans we,
(orced to surrender, making Stalingrad the first great strateg),
defeat suffered by the Wehrmacht during the war. Theg
would he many more.

A Soviet force for Operation Uranus must comprise ang g
more reinforced platoons picked from the following Army Lig
Each reinforced platoon is made up as follows:

B AN Y

76




NUS REMFORCED PLATOON

GPERATION URA
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A Tetarch light tank at the v

THEATRE SELECTORS

Artillery

0~1 Gun from:

Anti-tank gun: 45mm Model 1937, M-42 anti-tank gun, ZiS-2 anti-tank
gun, ZiS-3 Divisional gun, A-19 Field gun

Artillery gun: light, medium or heavy

Anti-aircraft gun: 37mm 61-K Model 1939

Armoured Cars
0-1 Armoured car or Recce vehicle: BA-64

Tanks, Tank Destroyers, Self-propelled artillery and Anti-aircraft
vehicles

0-1 Vehicle from: T-60, T-70, T-34, 0T-34, KV-1, KV-1S, KV-8,
Katyusha, Tokarev 4M Quad Maxim

Transports and Tows

O-1Transport vehicle per infantry unit in the reinforced platoon from:
Truck, half-track truck, Gaz jeep

0-1 Aerosan transport vehicle per Ski Troops squad in the
reinforced platoon

0-1 Tow from: Truck, half-track truck, Komsomolets, artillery tractor

s
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OPERATION STAR:
THIRD BATTLE OF

KHARKOV

&IQTAI. ATTRACTION, FEBRUARY-MARCH 1943

es -EREE :
ermans in crisis over Stalingrad, Soviet attacks in

the :
thinio?:lt\:\:re expanded in scope and aim. Stavka began to
oot thms of t':ompletely defeating the fascists by
Operatiorgys e Ukraine in 1943. The Red Army launched
o ta't:‘ron 2 Februgry—halfa million men spearheaded
i « 'a(rmles with the objective of recapturing
commanée urfs and Kharkoy. Unusually, Hitler granted his
uing rs freedom of gctlon to deal with the threat and
i rew, surrendering Kharkov without a fight. On 20
exhaustry;j the Germans counter-attacked the by-now
v ed and overextended Soviet armies, driving them
ack out of Kharkov after four days of bitter street fighting.
The Germans’ other objective, the recapture of Kursk, was

prevented by the spring thaw and was destined to be a much
tougher battle.

A Soviet force for Operation Star must comprise one o

more reinforced platoons picked from the following Army Lisy
Each reinforced platoon is made up as follows:

OPERATION STAR REINFORCED PLATOON

1 Lieutenant — Junior or Senior

2 Infantry squads: LMG squads, SMG sguads, Guards sguads,
Veteran squads, Tank Rider sguads, Shirafbat squads, Pantisan
squads, Cavalry squads, Siberian squads, Ski Troops squads,
Naval squads or Airborne sguads

A

Plus:

Headquarters

0-1 Captain or Mzjor

0-1 Medic team

01 Forward Artillery Observer or Forward Air Observer




~ THEATRE SELECTORS

iy

A%

B Red iy sniper and scout. by Ronaid
| 'Vstad © Osprey Publishing Lid.
aven from Men-at-Arms 216 The

"0 Army of the Great Patriotic War




ARMIES OF THE SOVIET UNION

BATTLE OF KURSK

DEFENCE IN DEPTH, JULY-AUGUST 1943

After their success at Kharkov, the Germans determined to
retain the initiative with a summer offensive aimed againstthe
Soviet salient around Kursk. Two of the most powerful
mechanised forces fielded by Germany during the war were
concentrated with the objective of cutting off the Soviet
armies at Kursk from north and south. The Red Army was to be
drained of its strength before it could begin the by now
inevitable winter counter-offensive. Stavka correctly predicted
the coming offensive and entrenched their forces behind
miles of minefields, barbed wire and entrenchments. Vast
quantities of Soviet artillery were dug in to form strong points
in echeloned defensive belts designed to bleed the Panzer
forces white. Behind the defences, thousands of Red Army
tanks stood ready to counter-attack once the German assault
had exhausted itself. The battle began on 4 July and by 16 July
the Germans were retreating to their start lines — the first time
the German Blitzkrieg had failed. Successive Red Army
attacks liberated Bryansk, Belogrod and Kharkov in July and
August. The initiative on the Eastern Front would lie squarely
with the Red Army from now on.

A Soviet force for the battle of Kursk must comprise one or
more reinforced platoons picked from the following Army List.
Each reinforced platoon is made up as follows:

BATTLE OF KURSK REINFORCED PLATOON .
1 Lieutenant — Junior or Senior o
2 Infantry squads: LMG squads, SMG squads, Guards squads,
Veteran squads, Tank Rider squads, Shtrafbat Squads, Partigg,
squads, Cavalry squads

Plus:

Headquarters

0-1 Captain or Major

0-1 Medic team

0-1 Forward Artillery Observer or Forward Air Obsarver

Infantry

0-4 Infantry squads: LMG squads (max 1 LMG per squad), SMG
squads, Guards squads (max 1 LMG per squad), Veteran 80U
(max 1 LMG per squad), Tank Riders squads, Shtrafbat squa
Partisan squads, Cavalry squads, Scout squads or o maximum
of 2 Assault Engineers squads

0-1 MMG team

0-1 HMG team

0-2 Sniper team

0-2 Flamethrower team

0-2 Anti-tank team: Anti-tank Rifle team, Tank Hunter Anti-tank
team, Dog Mine Anti-tank team -

0-2 Mortar team: light, medium or heavy

Artillery

0-2 Gun from: e

Anti-tank gun: M-42 anti-tank gun, Zi$-2 anti-tank qun, Z
Divisional gun, 85mm Model 1939, A-19 Field gun

Artillery gun: light, medium or heavy

Anti-aircraft gun: 37mm 61-K Model 1939
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Heroes of Kursk (L-R): Red Army lieutenant, sniper, tank crewman, by R
Iuken from Men-at-Arms 216: The Red Army of the Great Patriotic er
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LENINGRAD-NOVGOROD OFFENSIVE

THE END OF 900 DAYS OF TERROR, IANUARY 1944

In January 1943, the Soviet Operation /skra (° Spaf/\ )
had opened a narrow land corridor to Leningrad,
but the city remained besieged through the
rest of the year. In January 1944, once the ice
on Lake Ladoga had thickened sufficiently to
Wl Mmove tanks and artillery to the front, the
SN 50viets went on the offensive in an effort

to break the siege altogether. Their

opponents, Army Group North, had already been weakened
by the reassignment of some of their most experienced
divisions to attempt to stem Red Army breakthroughs far to
the south. The first few days of the Soviet operation were

. but the Red Army pushed Steadily

forward. Thanks to th dense, heavily fortified terrain, the
Germaq\ wer e able to retreat in an orderly fashion to the
‘Panther Line’ near the river Narva with the Red Amy

£ oh

snapping at their heels every step of the way. The siege f
Leningrad was lifted after 900 days, an even

celebrated with a 324 gun salute (including Katyushas!) op

27 January 1944

A Soviet force for the Leningrad-Novgorod offensive
must Comg ise one or more reinforced platoons picked
from the following Army List. Each reinforced platoon is

made up as foH JWS:

L

S0 76 with infantry support




T1-34/76 0br.1942 medium tank

THEATRE SELECTORS

LENINGRAD-NOVGOROD REINFORCED PLATOON

1 Lieutenant — Junior or Senior

2 Infantry squads: LMG squads, SMG squads, Guards squads,
Veteran squads, Tank Rider squads, Shtrafbat squads, Partisan
squads, Cavalry squads, Ski Troops squads s

Plus:

Headquarters

0-1 Captain or Major

0-1 Medic team

0-1 Forward Artillery Observer or Forward Air Observer

Infantry

04 Infantry squads: LMG squads (max 1 LMG per squad), SMG
squads, Guards squads (max 1 LMG per squad), Veteran squads
(max 1 LMG per squad), Tank Riders squads, Shtrafbat squads,
Partisan squads, Cavalry squads, Scout squads or a maximum
of 2 Assault Engineers squads, Ski Troops squads

0-1 MMG team

0-1 HMG team

0-1 Sniper team

0-1 Flamethrower team

0-1 Anti-tank team: Anti-tank Rifle team, Tank Hunter Ant

0-1 Mortar team: light, medium or heavy
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OPERATION BAGRATION

THE DESTRUCTION OF ARMY GROUP CENTRE, JUNE-AUGUST 1944

As pradictad, Wi Buid Sy gromne sftsnss s iiws 45 msintnsy
and for the vt of i yuwi the Gaipns wsis o sisss
CONSLant 16lreal, Smulunsh sl Viky ik Vst wiad by ths
advancing Soviel aiies s s s wiaiiy 4 "h“ 4ty
the end of V945, 10 i o), tha simigs if La u,u.,m w
lifted early in 1944, By ihi sy 14 1954, i Had /-’“/» A
reached th hisduis ol Bl yssm v sssisin Yainid 1feis
the German delensus wiis iy :v'“ﬂ it 4 by Ve tbi wliintvs
and minehelds srows ek i i Qi Hhs i fosy wins
very diffarent sniity ) thist if 1941 47 1 v hirdl ini gl Soriet
MEChanised 1o malinng s Lpl wiinis s Layais of e
Kind of mahile wiilisre i desy srifoiniosg i Hasmneid
had used 1 subjugits il ol ssinin s Wi baidf anis
and tank destioyeis hid bk cimpisd 4 g s i Garmany
Tiger and Panthar tahs,
edge against e oyermhshmig bidus i g fnt 4

A SOVIGLTO1GE T8 sl Bai i i Lannprins ohe
OF MOTe reimtaried plsusig jiivad G i Sy Ry
List. Each reindorcud phiskiyighs 16 innitss iy w4748

{ ¢ p
l,‘l,h/.‘l l?. Dikdt /“: rint “’!',' ’ 1‘}7

OPERATION BAGHATION W8I OREEN #1 K TOOM

| Ligutanant - Juiige iy

Spledilizh
2 Infantry squids: LIAL suquids, G sainis, Gumias siinds,

Velerig suuuis, Ty Wi siysis, i

squads, Layvilly suuiis
Plus:

Headyuares
{j-1 ‘.,u’l‘zluiii il ’/!n,yﬂ;y
(-1 Medis team

-7 Forward fatilery Ulasivii i Episis [N CHvbdi e

Infantry

4 4 [taetey stuats. LMG squads (max 1 LMG per squad), SMG

41445, Guards squads (max 1 LMG per squad), Veteran squags
(a7 1 LMG per squad), Tank Riders squads, Shtrafbat squads,
v arian sauads, Cavalry squads, Scout squads or Assault
frginasrs stuads

G 1 MG taam

1 MG taam

4 46 .
SwpoY 16am

¢ ;'“.-én'— n.”g; ‘pg‘*z

4 1 fesitani team hnti-tank Rifle team, Tank Hunter Anti-tank
ta e

G 1 Mariar saanm ight, medium or heavy.

Aridtiary

07 Cm from

foos ant gt W Model 1937, M-42 anti-tank gun, ZiS-2 anti-ta
4un, 155 Uraisional gun, A-19 Field gun, BS-3 anti-tank gun

feillary qurr. ight, medium or heavy

oo ane e ot gurr. STmm 61-K Model 1939

Porneriirad Cars
L1 fernsaead tar of Becce vehicle: BA-64, BA-64B, BA-640

Tanvs, Tank Destroyers, Self-propelled artillery and
ELALE]

61 Vabie 'e"am' 160, 7-70, 7-34, 07-34, T-34/85, 0T-34/85, K
15.1,15-7, 5-#5, 15U-122, Tachanka, SU-76, SU-122,
[ 4 ar?-/uzha, Tokarey 8M Guad Maxim

Transporis and Tows

% 1 Transport vehicle per
fromn: Truck, hall-track tru

-1 Tow from: Truck, hal
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VISTULA-ODER OFFENSIVE

INTO THE REICH, JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1945

The success of Operation Bagration carried the Red Army all
the way across eastern Poland to the Vistula River and the
capital, Warsaw. With shocking ruthlessness, the Soviets
remained inactive through the autumn while the Poles
attempted an uprising in Warsaw and the Germans punished
them horrifically for their courage. The Red Army advance was
renewed in January 1945 as the Soviet tanks broke out of their
bridgeheads on the Vistula and set their sights on the River
Oder —a little more than forty miles from Berlin. By the Vistula—
Oder offensive, the Soviets outnumbered the Germans five to
one in men, guns, tanks and aircraft. Veteran Wehrmacht
survivors were still exacting a dreadful toll on the Red Army,
but for the disintegrating Third Reich it was now only a matter
of time before the final blow fell.

A Soviet force for the Vistula—Oder offensive must comprise
one or more reinforced platoons picked from the following
Army List. Each reinforced platoon is made up as follows:

Soviet Engineers redeploy

VISTULA-ODER OFFENSIVE REINFORCED PLATOON

1 Lieutenant — Junior or Senior

2 Infantry squads: LMG squads, SMG squads, Guards squads,
Veteran squads, Tank Rider squads, Shtrafbat squads, Cavalry
squads

Plus:

|
f

Headquarters

0-1 Captain or Major

0-1 Medic team

0-2 Forward Artillery Observer or Forward Air Observer

Infantry

0-4 Infantry squads: LMG squads (max 1 LMG per squad), SMG
squads, Guards squads (max 1 LMG per squad), Veteran squads
(max 1 LMG per squad), Tank Riders squads, Shtrafbat squads,
Cavalry squads, Scout squads or Assault Engineers squads

0-1 MMG team

0-1 HMG team

0-1 Sniper team

0-1 Flamethrower team

0-1 Anti-tank team: Anti-tank Rifle team, Tank Hunter Anti-tank team

0-2 Mortar teams: light, medium or heavy

Artillery

0-2 Gun from:

Anti-tank gun: 45mm Model 1937, M-42 anti-tank gun, ZiS-2 ar
gun, ZiS-3 Divisional gun, A-19 Field gun,

Artillery gun: light, medium or heavyy

Anti-aircraft gun: 37mm 61-K Model 1939
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