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ARMIES OF GREAT BRITAIN

M10 17-Pdr Achilles
SELF PROPELLED ARTILLERY
Machine Gun Carrier
3-Inch Mortar Carrier
Bishop Sp 25-Pdr
M7 Priest
Sexton
ANTI-AIRCRAFT VEHICLES
Bofors AA Truck
Polsten AA Truck
Crusader Il AA Mk | & Mk ||
Staghound AA
ARMOURED CARS
Rolls Royce Armoured Car
Lanchester 6x4 Armoured Car
Marmon Herrington Armoured Car Marks -1V
Humber Armoured Car Mark || & IV
er Armoured Car
er Light Reconnaissance Car (Humberette)
Light Reconnaissance Car
9 Armoured Car
ght Reconnaissance Car
go
cout Car
AEC Heavy Armoured Car Mark I-11I
ndard Beaverette Light Armoured Car Mark |
ound Mark | Heavy Armoured Car
‘ Pattern Armoured Car
M& Greyhound
LRDG Armed Trucks
SAS Jeep
British Airborne Recce Jeep
Recce Carrier
TRANSPORTS AND TOWS
Bren Carrier
3-ton Trucks
30cwt Trucks
15cwt Trucks
Utility Cars
(Quad Tractors
Jeep
M5 Half Track
M3 White Scout Car
Kangaroo
Matador Artillery Tractor
Scammell Pioneer Artillery Tractor
LVT 4 Buffalo
Terrapin Amphibious Truck

Special Rules
1942 — OPERATION

Operation Lightfo
1942-43 - TUNISIA

Tunisia Reinforc

THE FAR EAST 194

1942 — FALL OF SING
Fall of Singapore
Special Rules

1942-45 - BURMA

1944 — NORMANDY

Normandy
1944 — MARKET G

1945 - INTO THE R
Into the Reich R
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The Regina Rifles streetfighting in Caen, by Peter Dennis @ Osprey Publishing Ltd. Taken from Campaign 143: Caen 1944,




ARMIES OF GREAT BRITAIN

his book is a supplement for the Baolt Action World
| War |l tabletop wargame. It contains all the
background, rules and Army List information needed to
field a British or Commonwealth Army in the Bolt Action
game. Inside you'll find details of organisation and
equipment covering British & Commonwealth forces
from the beginning of the war (the British declaration of
war in 1939) to the very end (the surrender of Japan in
1945)
Ihe core of this book is the Army
t. This includes all information
need to field a British or
.ommonwealth army in your
james. All the major guns and
vehicles are detailed, together with
I selection of varying qualities of
troop types.
Alongside this main list are 14
'heatre Selectors, which give the force details for
fferent periods and theatres of the war. Over six years
offighting, the British & Commonwealth armies changed
a lot, and many vehicles and types of equipment that
were common in 1939 had been abandoned by 1945.
Ihese sub-lists allow players to select forces suitable
for the theatre they are playing in. To avoid a lot of
repetition, the main listincludes all the options and rules
information, with the Theatre Selectors narrowing this
down to the most appropriate elements.
The list of vehicles and equipment used by the British
& Commonwealth armies is vast. The British tried to
supply their armed forces with domestic weaponry, but
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ARMIES OF GREAT BRITAIN

A GATHERING STORM

Throughout the 1930s the rearmament of Germany became
increasingly brazen, though none realised its true magnitude
until it was far too late. Herr Hitler played a masterful game of
diplomacy, bending the politicians of Europe to his will, largely
by playing on their unwillingness to risk another world war and
a second lost generation of youth. The old men of parliament
had been the young men of the trenches and few wished
days to return. Hitler was able to annexe vast tracts of
first in the Rhineland and then Austria and the
tenland, to expand the Greater German Reich with
ng more than feeble words of complaint from elsewhere.
-ventually though, he would go too far.
This act turned out to be the
invasion of Poland in September
1939. Britain honoured its pact with
Poland and declared war on
rmany, as did France and others.
serman army smashed through
sh forces while the allies
prepared to act, and then the Soviets
invaded Poland too, from the east.
The Polish army, brave though it was,
succumbed to the inevitable before
reinforcements could be sent. Europe was stunned by the
speed at which one of the major powers in Europe had fallen.
This was the new style of war — this was blitzkrieg.

A PHONEY WAR

With Poland partitioned between the Germans and Soviets
there was little Britain and France could do. In 1939 nobody
had the resources and equipment to mount an invasion across
mainland Europe. But after all the strong words and the loss of

Poland in under a month, there was nothing. War had been ¥

declared, but where to fight? :
Both sides armed themselves for the coming battle,

Germans fine-tuning their new tactics, and the B

mustering whatever forces they could. The Phoney War e

THE FALL OF F

The mvasmn was al




THE BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH ARMIES OF WORLD WAR 1i

An orderly withdrawal began to disintegrate as German pause in the German advance. With no hope of Stalljng the
columns penetrated deep behind the allied lines, causing blitzkrieg, the British fought a series of rearguard actions as
havoc. Even major and successful counterattacks suchasthe  they retreated north towards Dunkirk to save wha_t_llttle they
ane at Arras by the British seemed to bring only a temporary  could. The French were no more able than the British to halt
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the panzers, but they had nowhere to go and the su
was signed just six weeks after the invasion began -
same railway carriage where the Germans had signe

treaty of Versailles at the end of World War |. Hitler would
have his revenge. >

INVASION IMMINENT!

With no way to halt the Germans in sight, the British retreated
to their island and counted on the Royal Navy and the RAF to
save them for a similar fate to the rest of Europe. The Battle of
Britain was the precursor to invasion, with the Luftwaffe
promising to clear the skies of the RAF in preparation. They
could not. After weeks of dogfights over the southern counties,
countless bombing raids and false alarms, the invasion barges

were quietly dispersed and the threat subsided. Germany had
other plans.

. with ‘V’ signs .
the German /
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situation. In many ways it was to decide the fate of the Third  overstretched supply lines, the Desert Fox stood at bay and

Reich, but that battle was for the Soviets to fight. Britain would  the lines were drawn for the frz 2o

fight in the deserts of North Africa. At the same time the Americans zrrived in Tunisia, fre
Inwhat would become an epic struggle personified by two  from their victories }r. Algeria against a laciklustre performance

strong characters, Rommel led his Afrika Korps against by the Vichy French Kazsserine 7 5z

Montgomery’s British 8th Army, known to all as the Desert  baptism of ‘;.e After initiz e

\1
3
5 N

Rats. In a war that was so far from either homeland, protecting  the upper han
routes of supply was paramount, and the war ebbed back and  overwhelm t
forth across the desert. Both sides made brilliant moves, and currr-rf‘c-re
both sides were confounded by lack of supplies at crucial — marched
moments. The final turning point came at the end of 1942, at Within z
the second battle of El Alamein. Montgomery's careful  that wa
planning and husbanding of resources delivered him a  of lta!/
crushing victory, and he pursued the broken DAK back por/sr
towards Tunisia. Here, with the British at the ends of their t the en
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made little difference on the ground, After a brief struggle
between ltalians of various factions, the Germans invadoed
their former ally's territory and Allied forcos facod German
units instead of Italian ones, This slow battle up the length of
Italy would continue until the end of the war in Europe in 1945

RETURN TO FRANCE

The invasion of Normandy on 6 June 1944 marked the opening
: of a second front that even Stalin could not help but b
S impressed by, An armada of ships, planes and landing craft the

‘ like of which the world had never seen deliveraed five divisions
:E f E onto the shores of France in a day, breaching the supposedly
| w ; ,qﬁ impregnable Atlantic Wall and opening the floodgates for
s ' ; dozens more Allied divisions to follow
The Allied advance was slower than expected, but its main
purpose of drawing divisions away from the eastern front wa
w§ é . & 2 1 acqou1'1;)!is||(:cl and the forces of the Reich wore now fighting a
ae, 7 y T 4 k- major war on two fronts, Hitler un\tlhr'.:.ly ‘[H(mn‘.l-ll wonder
< B weapons that would turn the tide in Germany's favour and many
éﬁ ) J@ i wanted to believe him. The Allies waere not going to accept
o

W /l%&, anything less than unconditional surrender and losing to the
(!

Soviet hordes was too terrible for the average German to
contemplate. They had no alternative but to fight on and hope
P The Allied advance stalled for weeks in the close bocage
country just behind the beaches. Montgomery was in overall
command of the land battle and his plan ground slowly on
drawing as many as possible of the German's armoured
reserves to face the British in the sast so that the Americans
further west could punch a hole through the weaker German
lines facing them. Eventually the dam broke and the Allies
poured through the gaps, capturing tens of thousands of
prisoners at Falaise and effectively destroying a number of
panzer divisions, including several of the elite SS. The Allies
rushed after the rapidly retreating remnants of the Wehrmacht

WINTER

In the east, the Soviet steamroller continued to obliterate
anything that the Germans could put in its path, though time and
again the Germans managed to patch a defonce together and
hold some sort of line, In the west the armios sottled down to a
quiet winter in the flooded fields of the low countries and the
snowy forests of Belgium. The Battle of the Bulge was a surprise
and a minor sethack for the Allies, but there was nothinag the
Germans could realistically do to forestall the inevitablo. As the
winter thawed, the Allied forces crossed the Rhine and entered
the heartland of the Reich. Germany was defeated.

13
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WAR IN THE FAR EAST

On the other side of the world, the British had not been idle.
The forces of the Emperor of Japan had struck at the end of
1941, bombing the American fleet at Pearl Harbour, and then
launching a series of invasions across the Pacific. The old
colonial powers suffered as well as the Americans. While the
Japanese continued their long war against the Chinese, they
struck out atthe colonies of Britain, France and others. The fall
of Singapore was a deep blow to British morale, and the
largest surrender in British military history. It was only the
largest of a series of early disasters. The colonial forces
fought valiantly but unsuccessfully as they retreated. By the
time the lines steadied and finally held, they had their backs to
the Indian border.

Whilst the Americans’ Pacific war was to be fought across
the many tiny islands of the Pacific, the British war in the Far
East was to be a slog through seemingly endless jungle,
reclaiming what had been lost in 1941 and 1942. Slowly the tide
turned and the 'Forgotten Army' retook what had been lost.
Eventually, like the Italians and Germans before them, the final
major Axis nation surrendered, unable to resistthe devastating
power of the new atomic technology. The war was over.




ng Ltd. Taken from

ARMY LIST-




ARMIES OF GREAT BRITAIN

This Army List is based upon the troops
and equipment available to the British,
Commonwealth and affiliated forces
throughout six long years of war in
Europe, Africa, the Far East and,
occasionally, beyond. The typical British
infantry section began the conflict
equipped with the venerable Lee-Enfield
bolt-action rifle, the Bren light machine gun, and
of hand grenades. During the war this was a I
Thompson or Sten submachine guns, and towards
hostilities often a second Bren would appear
sections. The infantry-carried anti tank weapons
hostilities were the Boys anti tank rifle and No. 68
the latter designed to be fired from a launcher
rifle. The Boys proved inadequate to deal with m
tanks and from 1943 was replaced by the PIAT
Infantry Anti-Tank) that fired hollow-charge mi:
of penetrating even the armour of a Tiger tank.

Throughout the war the tendency was towal
mechanisation, but when it came to the crunch it w
Bloody Infantry who went into the attack on
always done. By the end of the war, the infantry
twice the firepower and were backed-up by
artillery pieces and tanks than eve before. The
of conserving manpower whenever possible,
greater weight of artillery or lengthier prepai
throughout the war as resources dwindlec
became ever harder to find. This, in :
British attacks were so carefully planne
concentrations of supporting artillery

As well as British troops, thi;
Commonwealth and other a
alongside or as part of the
Italians and Japanese. As :
New Zealand and South Africa
were already independent
Africa that were still cc
also includes the
the Germans, fig




ARMY SPECIAL RULES

30MBARDMENT
British tactical doctrine called for extensive preparatory
bombardment prior to any attack.

When rolling for the effects of a Preparatory Bombardment
instead of rolling one die on the results chart for each enemy
umt(rulebook p.118) roll two dice and choose the hest result.

ARTILLERY SUPPORT

British forces were supported by well-coordinated qun
batteries and were able to call down fire to support an attack
or discourage the enemy's advance.

British and Commonwealth armies can include one Regular
Artillery Forward Observer for free. This officer does not count
towards the limit of Observers in the reinforced platoons; he is
additional and free. However, the free Observer cannot be
included in a force whose selector does not include Artillery
Observers in the first place (like a small Commando force, for
example).

ARMY LIST

Mms GORDON VC

3 Mm unit: Private, 7th Australian Division, Western Desert Corps

WM“!!‘ whaen: narth of Djezzine, Syris, 10 July 1941
While fighting against Vichy Franch forcaes as part of the advance

on Boruit, James Gordon was part of o company that came undes

intanse machine gun fire and was pinned down. Every attempt to
move forward was met with a hail of bullets and caused more
casualties. Lisutonant Davis and Corporal Pollard were killed leading
thair man, and many more ware injured, Further advance was
impossible while the fortified machine gun post remained in place

Taking stock of the situation, and without waiting for orders,
Gordon crawled forwards under constant machine gun fire and as
the target of hand grenades. Finally, when he had closed the
distance, he charged the machine gun position from the front and
bayonated the four gunners inside.

The enemy wara completely demoralised
companions equally emboldened. Thanks to his selfless actions the
company was able to continue its advance, during which Gordor
fought with ‘equal gallantry’,

In recognition for his quick thinking, bravery and inspirationa
action, Gordon was awarded the Victoria Cross

and Gordon's

¥
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A NATIONAL CHARACTERISTIC
The British Army was far from being uniquel
troops from all corners of a far-flung Empire as
contingents from all the occupied nations of
Rather than suggest a single bonus rule to cove
array of fighting men, we offer a choice of one of
special bonuses. We will not allocate a rule to eac
— mostly because we could not bear the argumen:
was the toughest the Australians or Canadians, 0
most disciplined the British or Indians, who the bet
who the most determined to rid their homeland of th
and so on. So, any British army — whatever its |
make-up — can choose any one of the following |
represent it as you — its commander — chooses to s
only limit is that you can only choose one rule — an
applies to the whole army.
= Up and ‘at "em: If the army has this rule then any order giv
make an assault is automatically treated as having bee
the unit is assumed to have rolled whatever order die s
needed to pass its order. This rule does not apply to
Inexperienced troops — including any units that start out a
‘green’. ]
Blood curdling charge: If the army has this special rul
enemy units cannot react to an assault by shooting at
they are simply transfixed with horror at the sigh
This rule does not apply if the units launching the
Inexperienced — including any units that start out
Tough as boots: If the army has this special rule
or Veteran infantry units roll bonus attack dice
close quarters. For every three men fighting
extra die — so seven men would roll two ex
would roll three extra, and so on. This
assumed to come from any of the men
Rapid Fire: If the army has this sp:
Regular and Veteran infantry units
For every three men shooting rifle
riflemen would roll one extra die, |
can be assumed to come from al
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Each platoon is centred upon a co ‘
headquarters unit in the form of a First or

ranking officers, as well as medical umts an
observers.

OFFICER

The middle ranks of officers were
almost invariably drawn from the
upper-middle classes: educated in the
public schools, instilled with the values
of empire, and imbued with a sense of
confidence, duty and resolve that is
difficult to conceive of today. An
officer unit consists of the man himself
and can include up to two other men
acting as his immediate attendants.
Officers can be rated as Inexperienced, Regular or Vet

Cost: Second Lieutenant 35pts (Inexperienced), 50pts (Regul:
65pts (Veteran)

First Lieutenant 60pts (Inexperienced), 75pts (Regular),
90pts (Veteran)

Captain 95pts (Inexperienced), 110pts (Regular), 125pts

Major 135pts (Inexperienced), 150pts (Regular), 165pts

Team: 1 officer and up to 2 further men

Weapons: Pistol, submachine gun, or rifle as depicte

Options: ‘ B

* The officer may be accompanied by up to 2 men at

+13pts per man (Veteran)

MEDIC
The field medic presents the wounded

wounded soldiers are returned to-
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INFANTRY ¢

The British soldier had a m

steadfast in the face of th

a well-oiled fighting machi

and practical, even if the stan

.303 - had served his father in the pre

it was an effective and rugged weap

to British fire methods based on rapid, aim

A British infantry squad was referred
It normally consisted of ten men and :
separate rifle group and Bren group. Each sectit
a corporal armed with a rifle or pistol and incl
corporal who was in charge of the Bren gro
members apart from the corporal carried ammt
Bren — 700 rounds in 25 magazines in all. In ad:
carried grenades.

As the war progressed, additional w
acquired. The section leader and/or second
would be issued with Thompson or Sten su
(though these were sometimes quietly ‘lost’ t
themselves obvious targets for snipers). Late
second Bren was added to many Veteran sectit
this was officially part of their issue or not.

REGULAR INFANTRY SECTION (EARLY WAR)
The backbone of the British and Commonwealth a
regular soldier. At the start of the war these m
practical experience, but were well trained
likely to be led by men who had fought during
Man for man the BEF (British Expeditionary Forc:!

France showed itself a capable force, and
of troops that fought during the campaigns
East Africa and the Western Desert.

Cost: Regular Infantry 50pts.
Composition: 1 NCO and 4 men
Weapons: Rifles
Options:
« Add up to 5 additional soldiers
 One soldier may have a ligh
Another soldier becom
 The entire squad ma
+2pts per model
Special Rules:
* Tank hunte




J-WAR)
of Commonwealth
; ble to inflict similar
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VETERAN INFANTRY SECTION (LATE-WAR)

Veteran troops tend to acquire additional weapon
longer they are in the front line the more they add. La
sections had a tendency to end up with two Bren guns each, a
well as several submachine guns. Sometimes these were issued;
other times they just found their way into the unit on their own...

Cost: Veteran Infantry 65pts

Compesition: 1 NCO and 4 men

Weapons: rifles

Options:

* Add up to 5 additional soldiers at +13pts each

* The NCO and up to 2 other soldiers may have a submachine gun
for +3pts each
Up to 2 soldiers may have a light machine gun for +20pts.
Each LMG must have a second soldier allocated as a loader
The entire squad may have anti-tank grenades for
+2pts per model

Special Rules:
Tank hunters (if anti-tank grenades taken)

PARATROOP SECTION

Paratroopers played a vital role in ensuring the landings at
Normandy went to plan. The 6th Airborne Division led the way
by securing vital positions on the first day of the invasion.

.
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e qy Jantu-tank
“fr»om 1943.

Iong spike or spigot. After the
kirk, there were very few anti-tank

‘my’s 2-pdrs and 25mm Hotchkiss
andoned on the continent. The Blacker
fter its inventor Lieutenant-Colonel

ntended to provide the beleaguered
jised response to the dreaded Panzers.
jund explosive charge had little armour
ﬂ'luugh no doubt it would have given any
evere fright had it scored a direct hit.
und was intended for use against enemy
range comparable to that of a mortar
f hitting anything beyond 100 yards
mote. The bombard was operated from a
m and many were emplaced in static
Though more than 22,000 were made,
ntribution to the war, though some

e Western Desert.

Opts (Regular), 52pts (Veteran)

Team, Fixed,
(D6)
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Royal Marine Commandos, supported by a Centaur CS tank, liberate a French village

PIAT ANTI-TANK TEAM

The PIAT launcher was the British equivalent to the American
bazooka. It had the same role as the main hand-held anti-tank
weapon amongst infantry formations after the Boys anti-tank
rifle was withdrawn. The PIAT (Projector Infantry Anti-Tank)
was developed from a spigot mortar design and fired a shaped
charge missile with an effective range of 100 metres against
armoured targets. It was first used by the Canadian army

during the invasion of Sicily.

Cost: 28pts (Inexperienced), 40pts (Regular), 52pts (Veteran)
Team: 2 men

Weapon: 1 PIAT

Special Rules:

» Team weapon

« Shaped Charge

SNIPER TEAM ‘
Snipers were armed witl
a No.32 Mk.1 teles

rounds. Two J
grenades were al
camouflage net.

g




the 2-inch mortar for close

n were needed to operate it.

or carrying and firing the weapon
ammunition. Weighing less than11lbs
range of 500 yards, these mortars

3W0 yards dependent upon the projectile used. The 3-inch
mortar was operated by a crew of 3 and was often transported
in a Universal ‘Bren’ Carrier.

Cost: 35pts (Inexperienced), 50pts (Regular), 65pts (Veteran)
Team: 3 men
Weapon: 1 medium mortar

Options:
« May add Spotter for +10 points

Special Rules:
e Team weapon
¢ Fixed

« |ndirectfire
» HE(D6)

HEAVY MORTAR TEAM

The 4.2-inch heavy mortar was first used by the Royal
Engineers at the Battle of EI Alamein in 1942. From 1943 it was
employed as divisional support for infantry formations.

Cost: 46pts (Inexperienced), 65pts (Regular), 84pts (Veteran)
Team: 4 men
1 heavy mortar
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ARTILLERY

World War | had bolstered an already strong appreciation for
artillery within the British Army with the result that it was a
well respected and relatively well supplied force.

Throughout the war the trend was to mobilise ever more
guns, both in field artillery and anti tank categories. This
allowed mechanised units to retain immediate artillery support
whilst maintaining their rate of advance. Infantry units
included integral guns (and the gunners to handle them) and

ghtweight versions were developed for mountain units and
paratroops.







kind of close fighting repre

unless perhaps they wer )
overrun by a rapidly advancin

of a raid by paratroops or othe pecia

Cost: 75pts (Regular), 90pts (Veteran)
Team: 4 men

Weapon: 1 medium howitzer
Options:

* May add Spotter for +10 points
Special Rules:

* Gun shield

¢ Team weapon

» Fixed

* Howitzer

» HE (2D6)

HEAVY ARTILLERY

Heavy artillery units in the British Arm
the 7.2-inch howitzer (182.9mm) an
Long Tom. The 7.2-inch was a stopgap
start of the war, and based upon an ol
but it was successful enough to remain ir
the conflict. By D-Day this weapon
designs still in service. As with
extremely unlikely these wea
anywhere near the frontline fighti

Cost: 115pts (Regular), 138pts (Vete
Team: 5 men :
Weapon: 1 heavy howitzer

Options:

* May add Spotter for +

Special Rules:

¢ Gun shield

* Team weapon
* Fixed

* Howitzer

o HE(3DG)’.




ble than the 6-pdr, and for this
er weapon. As part of the Royal

3ritish heavy anti-aircraft gun throughout
large and heavy piece, it was generally
r rear echelon installations and only
field army. The 3.7-inch gun was
too unmanoeuvrable to make an
d in practice it was never developed
lighter but similar looking German
wever, anti-tank rounds were
juns could be deployed against

oreseen strain on the mounting, and
agine the 3.7-inch was an effective
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VEHICLES

TANKS

This section is divided into four main areas: one each for
Light, Cruiser and Infantry tanks, and a final section on US
vehicles in British service. The first three sections are
based on classifications defined before the war, and are
what underpinned the entirety of British armoured design
and combat doctrine.

-

B - LN =l
_ } ' I :

A British armoured column awaits orders

the entry for ea

approximately how 1

P—



hattles often saw the light tanks being used in

isers — a practice born out of desperation, but

sses. A combination of these early losses and

ccesses of the armoured cars led the light tank to

n British armoured units.

siser tanks were also lightly armoured and fast, intended to

-ate in a similar role to the ships of that name. In open areas

as the North African desert, units of cruiser tanks even

* manoeuvred in naval formations, ‘steaming’ in columns and firing
| onthe move.

~ The final type was the infantry tank. These were required to

- supportthe infantry directly, and so would spend their time in the

~ beaten zone of enemy artillery and under the guns of their

bunkers. Consequently they had a top speed only slightly faster

than the soldiers they supported, but were very heavily armoured.

One feature that was unfortunately common across these

three classes was the mechanical unreliability of many

esigned to do.
e, and if they had




developed at. Many
directly from drawings,

and as the American lend-lease
available in quantity, British designs wer
before they were ordered, and so thei

rose. In game terms, this has little effec
were mainly in numbers of vehicles that we
combat rather than breakdowns in action,

Problems with main armament mirrored tl
reliability. Simply put, British tanks were almo
step behind the calibre they needed to be for
vehicles that faced them at the time. Certainly thi
right up until mid-1944, when the Fireflies began to
the front.

A final theme of British armour was the many va
engineer vehicles developed. British inventiveness
nerarmoured units with a wealth of practical an
practical vehicles for dealing with common ba
problems such as crossing soft ground, breaching mine
destroying enemy bunkers, bridging gaps, and so on. No o
army could boast such specialised support and lai

armoured attacks were almost always accompanie
least an AVRE or two.

SPECIAL
CULIN H

Sgt Curtis
Reconna
steel che
beach
giantk




the Madagascar campaign
gned to the altborne forces
toflight tan g i armoured divisions, the
il e ‘ﬂl“vto garry one. The Tetrarch
| long In a normal battle, but for
& o more than small arms it was
firapower, A number of Tetrarchs in
(1o either a close support version
':g;pton. Prineipal service: 1942

| d 2 pele light anti-tank gun with co-axial
d Car)

Cun with a 3-neh light howitzer at no

110 the 2-pdr for +1pts

19 ,lnd consequently
_\_M\Iltt soveral of
! _lhl angineering




Options:
+ May replace the anﬁaﬁ
points cost (making the

A10 CRUISER TANK MK II, 1A & Il

The A10 was essentially an A9 with ad

it an infantry tank and the much-di
removed to compensate for the a

made it apparent that it was not suita
role and so it was redesignated a heav)
the Cruiser tank Mk Il. Principal service:
manufactured: about 200 including 30 Mk

Cost: 100pts (Inexperienced), 125pts (Regular)

Weapons: 1 turret-mounted 2-pdr light anti-tank g
MMG :

Damage Value: 8+ (Light Tank)

Options:

» May add a forward-facing hull-mounted MMG
the vehicle a Mk IIA)
May replace the anti-tank gun with a 3.7-inc
forward-facing hull-mounted MMG for +10pts (ma
a Mk [ICS)

A13 CRUISER TANK MK I

This was the first of the cruisers to have Chri
it formed the basis of further development
Mk | and Il cruisers had been stopgap desigr
perfected, and the A13 itself was more of
concept than a final design for mass prod
small number saw action in France, Gree
was very lightly protected with armour
weight down, and we therefore rate it
car with a Damage Value of 7+.
heavily armoured tank was neec
service: 1940-41. Numbers |

Cost: 84pts (Inexperienced), 1t

Weapons: 1 turret-mounted
MMG

Damage Value: 7+ (Arm
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INFANTRY TANK MK 1l VALENTINE

Itwas quickly realised that the 2-pdr wa

a replacement was found in the form of the Ql
weapon required a redesign of the turret, nec

of the third turret crewman as well as the co-axi
Crews generally regarded this as an ent
exchange. Principal service: 1942-45. Numbers m
more than 8,000 of all types, including Canadian

Cost: 136pts (Inexperienced), 170pts (Regular), 204pts (Veteran)

Weapons: 1 turret-mounted 6-pdr medium anti-tank gun i

Damage Value: 9+ (Medium Tank)

Options: :

* May add a co-axial MMG in the turret for +5pts (making the
vehicle a Valentine Mk X)

Special Rules:

e Slow

INFANTRY TANK MK Il VALENTINE X!

The final type of Valentine was essentially a Mk X with
main gun: the 75mm anti-tank gun as also fitted to
Cromwvell. Principal service: 1943—-45. Numbers manufacti
more than 8,000 of all types, including Canadian pr

Cost: 148pts (Inexperienced), 185pts (Regular), 222pts (Ve
Weapons: 1 turret-mounted 75mm medium anti-tank g

axial MMG
Damage Value: 9+ (Medium Tank)

Special Rules:
e Slow

(75mm gun tanks)

INFANTRY TANK MK IV CHURCHILL I-VI
The Churchill was developed as a moc

which itwas prod
disastrous Die




ARMY LIST

rer numbered mwmmm oarlior
shicles hime_hmht up to mark VIl or VIl
3 ndard Principal service: 1944-45. Numbers

' nufaemred. more thtn 7,000 of all types.

s m,{mﬂmecd). 435pts (Regular), 522pts
(Veteran)

Weapons: 1 turret-mounted 75mm medium anti-tank gun with
 co-axial MMG and forward-facing hull-mounted MMG (Churchil
- Mk VI

mage Value: 11+ (Super-heavy Tank)

Up -m

« May replace the 75mm gun with a 95mm light howitzer for -30pts
(making the vehicle a Churchill Mk VI1I1)

special Rules:

s Slow

» Mk VIl only: HE: Instead of causing D2 HE hits an HE shell causes
D6 hits (75mm gun tanks)

CHURCHILL AVRE

Afer the Dieppe raid it was obvious that new equipment was
eded to breach beach defences and other fortifications. The
-moured Vehicle Royal Engineers (AVRE) was designed to fill
t +tneed. Essentially the AVRE was a Mk Hll or IV Churchill with
 ~ewmain gun and a host of attachments for various engineering
1 ks welded on. These attachments allowed the AVRE to lay
~cks across soft going, to bridge small gaps, clear mines and so
. However, in the course of a normal Bolt Action battle, the most
. portant change is the main armament. The AVRE is armed with
¢ 290mm Petard mortar which fires an 18kg round, specially
csigned to level fortifications. The “flying dustbin of explosives
oves slow enough for itto be seen, but the effectis devastating.
Principal service: 1944-45. Numbers manufactured: ¢.700.

Cost: 290pts (Regular), 348pts (Veteran)
Weapons: 1 turret-mounted heavy howitzer with co-axial MMG and
~ forward-facing hull-mounted MMG

Damage Value: 10+ (Heavy Tank)

Special Rules:

* Slow i '

* The Petard mortar cannot fire at long range

Churchill AVRE

INFANTRY TANK MK IV CHURCHILL CROCODILE

Many British tanks had been modified to carry flamethrowers,
and some had been used in action. The Crocodile was
probably the most successful of these variants, using the
already heavily armoured Churchill VIl as a starting point, and
adding an armoured trailer to carry the fuel. This arrangement
was far safer than most flame throwing vehicles as the fuel
supply could quickly be jettisoned if hit. It also meant that the
Crocodile could always revert to its normal duties as a gun
tank as it retained its original turret armament. Principal
service: 1944-45. Numbers manufactured: about 800, but all
late model Churchill Vils were designed so that they could be
field fitted to this purpose as required.

Cost: 485pts (Regular), 582pts (Veteran)

Weapons: | turret-mounted 75mm medium anti-tank gun with co-
axial MMG and forward-facing hull-mounted flamethrower

Damage Value: 11+ (Super-heavy Tank)

Special Rules:

* Slow

« HE: Instead of causing D2 HE hits an HE shell causes D6 hits
(75mm gun tanks)

» Jottison fuel trailer. The normal bonus for trying to damage flame-
throwing vehicles on page 51 of the rules does not apply to the
Churchill Crocodile




units during the mid- and late war. Mar
entirely with Shermans, for example, though,
insisted on detail modifications to fit their comt
varied from major alterations in the build of ve
as happened with the Grant/Lee series, to sim
calibre HMG from its pintle mount on the Sherman
position of the radio. Another significant differen
the British crew disliked the unreliable, and often da
stabilised aiming systems and most often kept the
In addition to the physical alterations of Americ
the British renamed most of them. Whilst the Amer
of giving every type of equipment a number was
theory, it became confusing in practice as each
at 1. This means that there was an M3 light t
medium tank, an M3 knife, howitzer, anti-tank g
The British decided to name the American tanks a
American Civil War generals, and many of thes:
subsequently adopted by the American troops
Not all foreign vehicles in British and Com
were built by the Americans. The Canadians co
of their heavy industry to produce armoured
whilst they were not as numerous as the US con
did see active service and so they are inclu
Kangaroo deserves a particular mention -
extensively at the end of the war. :
Note, however, that this is a book abou
and although foreign vehicles were ul
there is not room here to describe
therefore, focused on game value
limited the descriptions to impo
those Commonwealth vehicl
described elsewhere. Full de
can be found in the U:




iti-tank gun covering the front
anti-tank gun with co-axial

s, an HE shell causes D6 hits

et, despite the name. Principal
manufactured: 591.

230pts (Regular), 276pts (Veteran)
m anti-tank gun covering the front
light anti-tank gun with co-axial
nted MMG

hits, an HE shell causes D6 hits

,». construction, all shots to the
additional +1 penetration
s and +3 for rear hits)

cle naming system from
exception. The main
ifferent Marks
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SHERMAN I (75MM)
Principal service: 1942—44. Numbers manufactur

Cost: 148pts (Inexperienced), 185pts (Regular), 222pts (Vete

Weapons: 1 turret-mounted medium anti-tank gun with co-
MMG and forward-facing hull-mounted MMG

Damage Value: 9+ (Medium Tank)

Special Rules:

¢ Easily catches fire: If a roll on the vehicle damage table res
the vehicle catching fire add D3 pin markers rather than just1
before taking a morale test '
HE: Instead of causing D2 HE hits, an HE shell causes D6 hits
Thin sides: In the initial version, the side hull was very easily
penetrated. All shots to the side of the vehicle get an additional
+1 penetration modifier (i.e. +2 in total)

SHERMAN 11, Il & V (75MM) ;
Principal service: 1942-45. Numbers manufactured: 6
M4AT, 8,053 M4A2, 3,071 M4A3, and 7,499 M4A4.

Cost: 156pts (Inexperienced), 195pts (Regular), 234pts (Veteran)

Weapons: 1 turret-mounted medium anti-tank gun with co-axi
MMG and forward-facing hull-mounted MMG

Damage Value: 9+ (Medium Tank)

Options:

* May cancel the ‘Easily catches fire’ rule for +10pts (M4

Special Rules:
* Easily catches fire: If a roll on the vehicle damage ta

the vehicle catching fire add D3 pin markers rather

before taking a morale test
¢ HE: Instead of causing D2 HE hits, an HE shell ca

SHERMAN 1IA & HIA (76MM) »
Principal service: 1944-45. Numbers man

M4AT1, 1,615 M4A2, and 1,445 M4A3.

Cost: 188pts (Inexperienced), 235pts
(Regular), 282pts (Veteran)

Weapons: 1 turret-mounted heaw:
tank gun with co-axia
forward-facing hull-m

Damage Value: 9+ (




' to Morris 15cwt
ated vehicles
elds to protect

> was the standard

mounted onto a
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DEACON

The Deacon was an attempt to create a h

on an armoured AEC Matador truck witl
enclosed by an armoured shield and m:
turret. They were used only during the fighti
and were reckoned unsuitable for service i
service: 1942-43. Numbers manufactured: 75.

Cost: 92pts (Inexperienced), 115pts (Regular), 138pts (V.

Weapons: 1 medium anti-tank gun in open turret with.
arc of fire

Damage Value: 7+ (Armoured Carrier)

Special Rules:

* Open-topped

ARCHER $P 17-PDR

As the war wore on, efforts were increasingly
the devastating power of the 17-pdr anti-tank g
chassis was not able to take a sufficiently larg
the weapon, but many of the increasingly
were available to convert and so an unusual s
By mounting the gun in a fixed superstructu
barrel to the rear, the overhang of the long weap
and the height of the vehicle was keptto a
ambushes. Although this was unlike

Army, it proved surprisingly effective

position whilst the gun was fired, r

position before the dust raised by

Principal service: 1944-45. Num

Cost: 265pts (Inexperienced), 29!

Weapons: 1 rear-facing 17-pdr
superstructure and

Damage Value: 9+ (N

Special Rules:




Jctured: 2,028

92pts (Veteran)
medium howitzer
e arc of fire

Priest, based on the
exton 1) or Grizzly
ead of the Priest’s
1943-45. Numbers
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truck and gun to produce wh

mobile anti-aircraft platform in the
Regiments. C9/Bs were widely
Italian campaign onwards, and als
where they were used in Burma. The
number of CMP variants that moun
generally known as the Bofors CMP. Prin
45. Numbers manufactured: 1,680.

Cost: 48pts (Inexperienced), 60pts (Regular), 72pts (
Weapons: 1 heavy automatic cannon with a 360-dec
Damage Value: 6+ (Soft-skin)

Special Rules:

* Flak

POLSTEN AA TRUCK ‘ )
The Canadians produced a number of AA tru <
Polsten cannons on CMP bodies of different type:
autocannons were often mounted in multi
service: 1944-45. Numbers manufactured: Un

Cost: 36pts (Inexperienced), 45pts (Regular), 54pts (
Weapons: 1 light automatic cannon with a 360-de
Damage Value: 6+ (Soft-skin)
Options: :
* May add a second, third or fourth light auto

at a cost of + 30pts per gun ‘
Special Rules:
* Flak

CRUSADER M AAMK 1 & MK Il i
Anti-aircraft variants of the Crusa
quantities specifically for the D-D
into special troops. As the fight
that the Luftwaffe posed ven
disbanded before th

armed: one with a si

20mm Polsten




moured car

near twin,
rling service
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Numbers manufactured: more than 3,500.

Cost: 68pts (Inexperienced), 85pts (Regular), 102pts (Ve
Weapons: 1 forward-facing anti-tank rifle and turret-n
Damage Value: 7+ (Armoured Car)

Special Rules:

* Recce

MORRIS LIGHT RECONNAISSANCE CAR

Produced by Morris, based on one of their existing
chassis, this had an unusual layout with all three crew
side-by-side. This gave the vehicle its distinctive side p
Principal service: 1940-45. Numbers manufactured: mori

Cost: 64pts (Inexperienced), 80pts (Regular), 96pts (Veteran)
Weapons: 1 forward-facing anti-tank rifle and turret-mounted LMG
Damage Value: 7+ (Armoured Car) '
Special Rules:

* Recce

* Open-topped

MORRIS CS9 ARMOURED CAR

The Morris CS9 mounted a Boys anti-tank rifle and
inits open turret, or a Vickers machine gun. They fou:
the Battle of France and in North Africa. 4

Cost: 64pts (Inexperienced), 80pts (Regular), 96pts (Ve
Weapons: 1 turret mounted anti-tank rifle and co-axi:
Damage Value: 7+ (Armoured Car) :
Options:

* Replace Boys AT rifle and LMG with Vickers
Special Rules:

* Recce

* (Open-topped




the narrow lanes of Europe’s
eavy armour more than made up
led the Recce units with a much

h often did not require them to ask
incipal service: 1943-45. Numbers

ts (Regular), 174pts (Veteran)
nti-tank gun with coaxial MMG
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o
INDIA PATTERN ARMOURED |
The Armoured Carrier W
otherwise known as the India P
manufactured in India and used by the
East, Africa and ltaly. It was used as ar
recce vehicle and as transport, and thi:
anarmoured car. For transport version

Cost: 48pts (inexperienced), 60pts (Regular
Weapons: 1 forward-facing hull-mounted LM
Damage Value: 7+ (Armoured Carrier)

Options:

° Add a pintle-mounted LMG for +10pts

* Replace forward-facing LMG with Boys anti-tank
Special Rules: &
* Open-topped

* Recce

M8 GREYHOUND

The Greyhound was the British name for the
American armoured car. It had a good off-roz
but suffered from thin floor armour making
mines. Crews often lined the botto

else they could find that might impr
Principal service: 1943-45. Numb

Weapons: 1 light anti-tank gun and
Damage Value: 7+ (Armoured Car)
Options:
* May add an additional pi
arc of fire for +25pts
Special Rules:
* Recce
* Open-topped




‘and one of the most
any side during the
lar Loyd carriers and
| Tankette tow. The
“can also be fielded
2 Spot’ special rule.

nk Rifle for +10pts
tow for -10pts
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Combat Reconnaissance Tactics.

3-TON TRUCKS
British trucks were military adaptations of ¢

made by manufacturers such as Bedford
Leyland. Canadian Chevrolet and p
trucks that served throughout |




ARMY LIST

. ler 1%-ton vehicles, whilst those of 3-ton

and greater were ‘lorries’; however, the distinction in

 these days and ‘trucks’ is commonly used to

ﬁr}ba all such military vehicles. Of special note is the

ened troop transport version of the Bedford QLT which

uld carry twenty nine men and their kit - it was popularly

known as the ‘Drooper’. CMP also produced similar long

wheelbase trucks, although these were more commonly used
to carry supplies.

Cost: 31pts (Inexperienced), 39pts (Regular), 47pts (Veteran)

Weapons: none

Damage Value: 6+ (Soft-skin)

Transport: 12 men (up to 29 if the Bedford QLT option is taken)

Tow: Light howitzer, light or medium anti-tank gun, light or heavy
anti-aircraft gun

Options:

* May have a pintle-mounted MMG with 360-degree arc of fire for
+15pts

* May upgrade the MMG to a HMG for +10pts

* May upgrade to long chassis Bedford QLT carrying 29 men for
+34pts

J0CWT TRUCKS

At the start of the war the standard British military truck was
of 30cwt (172 ton) capacity. These were in the process of being
superseded by heavier 60cwt machines (3 tons) when the war
broke out. Trucks of this capacity continued to be produced
and were adapted to a variety of specialised purposes as well
as being used as carriers and tows. These are often identical
in appearance to the heavier three-tonners, with a shorter
wheelbase and reduced load area. Examples include the
Bedford OX, Chevrolet C30 CMP, and so on.

Cost: 28pts (Inexperienced), 35pts (Regular), 42pts (Veteran)

Weapons: none

Damage Value: 6+ (Soft-skin)

Transport: 10 men

Tow: Light howitzer, light or medium anti-tank gun, light or heavy
anti-aircraft gun

Options:

* May have a pintle-mounted MMG with 360-degree arc of fire for
+15pts
e May upgrade the MMG to a HMG for +10pts

. perform the same kind of roles as weapons
eral-purpose utility vehicles. The Morris CS8




Bedford OY 3-ton truck

progressed their role was taken by larger trucks,
was always a need for small trucks as radio vehicl __
petrol tankers, engineering vehicles and so forth: S

Cost: 25pts (Inexperienced), 31pts (Regular), 37pts (Veter

Weapons: none

Damage Value: 6+ (Soft-skin)

Transport: 8 men

Tow: Light howitzer, light or medium anti-tank gun, lig
anti-aircraft gun

UTILITY CARS

Rather than list all of the various small va
utility vehicles and civilian cars, all such
conveniently represented with the sta
includes the small 8cwt and Scwt milit
staff cars such as the Humber, and a nu
cars and trucks known as Tilly.

but a term used to describe ar
essentially military versions

produced by Austin, Morris, Hill
supplied with a small

of this size wou

radio cars.




' same stats given here will cover
Sherman tanks. Principal service:
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LVT 4 BUFFALD e
The Landing Vehicle Tral E;
addition to the British A

war when it was confronted
low-lying fields that had bee
of their defences. The series unde

and subvariants, and it was still be

the war. Many of the more elaborate:

in combat, and the basic troop-carryi

far the most common. Used extensi

and during the Rhine crossing. Also u:

the Po River. Principal service: 19
manufactured: 510 (including all variants).

Cost: 98pts (Inexperienced), 123pts (Regular),

Weapons: two pintle-mounted MMGs with a

Damage Value: 7+ (Armoured Carrier)

Transport: Up to 24 men

Options:

* May add a pintle-mounted 20 mm Polsten ﬁgiﬁfi 0
360-degree arc of fire for +35pts

Special Rules:

* Open-topped

* Amphibious

TERRAPIN AMPHIBIOUS TRUCK
The Terrapin was an amphibi
concept to the better known U
the end of the war during the |
Battle of the Scheldt. ¥

Cost: 35pts (Inexperienced)
Weapons: none
Damage Value: 6+ (Soft-
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"8 prepare to blow a bridge, by Peter Dennis © Osprey Publishing Ltd. Taken from Command 20: Orde Wingate.



ARMIES OF GRE

From the final hectic

jubilant news of the .
Army evolved constantly, adding
as new and better tanks anc

to fit the emerging battlefield situa
varying terrain and a changing foe.

sometimes refer to simply as selecto
Selector draws from the main Army Listto
thatis broadly appropriate for a particular th
of the war. For practical purposes we have d
into four phases: Blitzkrieg (1939-42), Afric:
Far East (1941-45) and Western Europe (194345
of specific selectors are included for each of th
Before playing a game, the players must d
Theatre Selector they will use to pick thei
platoon from. If they wish, opponents can
armies so thatthey are contemporary with eac
British Expeditionary Force army chosen
of France list would be fighting a German
Battle of France 1940 list. Some of the sele
specific, for example Market Garden, wh
British (or Polish) Airborne units for late 194
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Britain stands defiant!




confident professional forc

that was expected to pretty mu

War | with troops battling o
defence. The BEF would bolste
regarded French army — the most poten
Europe —shielded from attack by the i
the Maginot line.

The reality of the situation was wi
Blitzkrieg was a new form of warfare,
had neither training nor effective co
again, carefully prepared defensive posi
and strongpoints bypassed. Germa
northern France without check, an
stopped, another flowed past to
communications. As casualties mounte
the retreat increased, ad hoc units wer
to stem the tide. ;

Only a rapid redeployment of se
gallant rearguard action of th
numbers of the BEF to escape
evacuation was fraught with el

killed in France died when the

German Ju88 bombers as she wal
A British & Commonwea

comprise one or more R

following Theatre Selector.

up as follows:
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fell beneath the heel of the
Nonetheless for many, the m
from Dunkirk were desperate tim
prepared to resist a determined and ruth
the Army’s equipment had been lost ir
nation’s defenders sadly denuded of
and especially tanks. The solution was to
new army of Home Guard using obsolete a
weapons together with a dash of Br
smidgeon of bloody-mindedness. Meanwhi
Britain raged across England'’s skies, indu
to support aviation and the navy did their lev
new weapons and especially new tank
represents the forces that might have faced a
in 1940, had it come. Itis therefore suitable fo
scenarios, against a 1940 German selecto
called this force ‘Dad’s Army’ it also em
units and can represent a largely professi

A British & Commonwealth force for th
comprise one or more Reinforced Plat
following Theatre Selector. Each Reinforce
up as follows: '
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0-1 Captain or Major
0-1 Medic team
0-1 Forward Observer (Artillery)

Infantry

0-4 Infantry sections: Commando sections,
up to 1 Paratrooper section

0-1 Machine Gun team

0-1 Anti-tank team: Boys anti-tank rifle team

0-1 Light Mortar team

0-1 Sniper team

SPECIAL RULES
+ Been there, done that: All British & Commonwealth forces must
be Veteran if the option is available




s Regular Infantry sections (early war),
Infantry sections (early war)
team

jton Armoured Car Mk |
, Self-propelled Artillery and Anti-aircraft

t Tank Mk VIB, Infantry Tank Mk || Matilda ||

30cwt truck, 3-ton truck, Quad Tractor,
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AFRICA 1940-

1940-41 - EAST AFRICA

The fighting in East Africa was part of the empire-bu
ambitions of Italy’s dictator, Mussolini. The Italian fi
attacked Kenya, Eritrea, Somaliland and Ethiopia in theit
efforts to expand their territory. The soldiers who opposed th
Italian army were drawn from a wide variety of Commonwealth
nations including many different African protectorates and




} Infantry sections: Regular Infantry sections (early war),
Inexperienced Infantry sections (early war)
Machine gun team
ight Mortar team

k Destroyers, Self-propelled Artillery and Anti-aircraft

le from: Light Tank Mk VIB, Infantry Tank Mk Il Matilda ||

H
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1940-41 - OPERATIO

This was one of the first of the crushing

and Allied forces took turns inflicting

North African campaigns. In Operation Comp:
successful Italian 10th army was destroye

force of British and Commonwealth troop

more than 100,000 men captured as well as |
equipment, while the British advanced 500
captured ltalian trucks). However, the Ital
pushed completely out of North Africa, and reinf
soon made good these losses. What was even mi
was the arrival of the first of the Deutsche Afrika
their commander — Rommel. He would turn the tide
force the British back to where they had started.

A British & Commonwealth force for Operation |
must comprise one or more Reinforced Platoons pic
the following Theatre Selector. Each Reinforced P
made up as follows:

OPERATION COMPASS REINFORCED PLATOON

1 Lieutenant — First or Second
2 Regular Infantry sections (early war)

plus:

Headquarters

0-1 Captain or Major

0-1 Medic team

0-1 Forward Observer (either Artillery or Air)




nfantry sections (mid-/late-war),
arly/mid-war)

nk rifle team




1942 -

Operation Lig

become familiar to both his
attention to detail and s
taken time, but when he
struck with irresistible force.

The Germans had massive
the situation in the East where tk
bled white, and partly due to the
being an inheritance from the Ita
for the Reich itself. Hitler was not
to get priority treatment, even if
general. Another serious problem
codes had been cracked by the
every important shipmentwas co
were careful not to tip their han
omniscient, but they were able to
to the Afrika Korps, and to interc
operations. .

A final problem was that Rommel himself
returned to Germany when the atta
unleashed his armies, Montgom
skilful opponent than he had exp:

A British & Commonwealth
must comprise one or more F
the following Theatre Selector
made up as follows:




medium artillery, heavy artillery,
gun

rced Platoon
n Truck, Jeep,
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1942 - FALL OF SlNGAPﬂR

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Ha

and then Malaysia the following day, the British i lnte
region had been put on high alert. The fortified city of Sir
was supposedly invulnerable to assault and many fled
safety. Unfortunately the defences almost exclusive
outto sea where the main threat was imagined to lie.
this, the Japanese simply avoided the great gun batteri
approaching from the landward side. Hasty defence
improvised to bar their route of attack, but the Imperial Arm ‘
Japan was more than a match for the defenders. The
‘impregnable fortress’ fell on 15 February 1942.

A British & Commonwealth force for the Fall of Singa
must comprise one or more Reinforced Platoons picked fi

the following Theatre Selector. Each Reinforced Platol
made up as follows:

FALL OF SINGAPORE REINFORCED PLATOON
1 Lieutenant — First or Second
2 Inexperienced Infantry sections

plus:
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nfantry sections (mid-/late-war)

dit sections

Headquarters

0-1 Captain or Major

0-1 Medic team

0-1 Forward Observer (either Artillery or Air)

Infantry

0-4 Infantry sections: Regular Infantry sections (mid-/late-war),
Inexperienced Infantry sections (mid-/late-war), Veteran Infantry
sections (early/mid-war), Chindit sections, Gurkha sections

0-1 Machine gun team

0-1 Mortar team: light, medium or heavy

0-1 Anti-tank team: PIAT team

0--1 Sniper team

Artillery

0-1 gun from:

Anti-Tank Gun: QF 6-pdr

Field Artillery: light artillery
Anti-Aircraft Gun: 40mm Bofors gun

Armoured Cars

0-1 Armoured Car or Recce vehicle from: Humber Armoured Car Mk
|V, Daimler Armoured Car, Daimler Dingo, Recce Carrier, Indian
Pattern Armoured Car

anks, Tank Destroyers, Self-propelled Artillery and Anti-aircraft
icles
vehicle from: M3 Stuart I/11, M5 Stuart I1l/1V, M3 Grant, M3 Lee,
- Sherman |, Sherman IlI, Sherman IIA, Matilda Frog and Murray,
achine Gun Carrier, Bofors AA Truck

Tows
cle per infantry unit in the Reinforced Platoon
3-ton Truck, Jeep. -
n Carrier, 15cwt Truck, 30cwt Truck, Quad Tractor
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WESTERN EUROPE 194

1944 - MONTE CASSINO

The Benedictine monastery that forms the iconic centrepiece
of f[his battle stares down from a dominating height over the
Liri Valley. Behind it, to the north, rise more mountains blocking
any easy route past. Itis a perfect defensive position.

3 The landings at Anzio were supposed to encourage the
Germans to abandon the Gustav line and retreat north, but

The Royal Artillery engage enemy armo

they had other p
aggressively at
series of battles

The defensive
colossal bomba
making things more
defenders.
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THEATRE SELECTORS

) REINFORCED PLATOON
- F‘ rst or Sueond

0-1 Captain or Major
0-1 Medic team
0-1 Forward Observer (either Artillery or Air)

Infantry

0-4 Infantry sections: Regular Infantry sections (mid-/late-war),
Inexperienced Infantry sections (mid-/late-war), Veteran
Infantry sections (early/mid-war) sections, Gurkha sections

0-1 Machine gun team

0-1 Mortar team: light, medium or heavy

0-1 Anti-tank team: PIAT team

0-1 Sniper team

Artillery

0-1 gun from:

Field Artillery: light artillery, medium artillery, heavy artillery
Anti-tank Gun: QF 6-pdr, QF 17-pdr

Anti-Aircraft Gun: 40mm Bofors gun

Armoured Cars

01 Armoured Car or Recce vehicle from: Daimler Dingo, Humber
Armoured Car Mk IV, Daimler Armoured Car, Humber Light
Reconnaissance Car, Morris Light Reconnaissance Car, Otter
Light Reconnaissance Car, Humber Scout, AEC Heavy Armoured
Car Mk |1, Staghound Mk | Heavy Armoured Car, Recce Carrier

Tanks, Tank Destroyers, Self-propelled Artillery and Anti-aircraft

Vehicles

0-1 vehicle from: Infantry Tank Mk IV Churchill Mk 111, Infantry Tank
Mk IV Churchill Mk 1V, Infantry Tank Mk IV Churchill Mk VI,
M3AT1 Stuart |1l, M5A1 Stuart VI, Sherman |, Sherman Il
Sherman |IA, M10 Wolverine, M7 Priest, Sexton, 57mm SP
Autocar, 75mm SP Autocar, Machine Gun Carrier, Bofors AA

- Truck

Truck, 3-ton Truck, Jeep, Utility Car,
 Scout Car
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1944 - NORMANDY

Once the Allied forces had fought i

their way off the beaches they unitsi

quickly found themselves in a type of and the Panz

country known as the bocage. This adept at Igh

was an ancient landscape of narrow, against the

winding, sunken roads, bordered by

high banks and hedges. These were Commonwealth

serious barriers to vehicles and even series of set pie

tanks could often not breach them

without special equipment or risking

*xposing their vulnerable belly armour to a waiting

anzerfaust. Once past these hedges, the fields they enclosed  and numbers of ev
vere small and irregularly shaped, making navigation difficult  ground. The battle o
nd movement slow. The myriad hedgerows, channeled routes  massive resources
Fadvance and lack of visibility made this part of Normandya  wore down the Ge‘nn
lefender’s dream and an attacker’s nightmare. A British- & CQm

Of course, the defenders had been expecting an assaultfor ~ must comprise one.

months and so many hedgerows contained bunkers and hides,  the following Thea; S

and what was difficult for attacking forces to bypass posed  made up as follows:

little problem for units that had prepared tunnels and trench

systems well in advance.

25 L
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g

|‘ )-" il




tReconnaissance Car, Otter Light
cout car, AEC Heavy Armoured Car
nd Mk | Heavy Armoured Car,

ropelled Artillery and Anti-aircraft

fank Mk Vil Tetrarch, Cruiser Tank Mk VII|

Tank Mk VIl Centaur CS, Cruiser Tank

y Tank Mk IV Churchill Mk 11, Infantry Tank Mk |V
Infantry Tank Mk IV Churchill Mk VI, Churchil

k Mk IV Churchill Crocodile, M5A1 Stuart VI,
2rman |B 105mm howitzer, Sherman IC Firefly, M10
17-pdr Achilles, M7 Priest, Sexton, 3inch Mortar
e Gun Carrier, Staghound AA, Bafars AA Truck,
k, Crusader I1l AA Mk | & MKk II

cle per infantry unit in the Reinforced Platoon from:
on Truck, Jeep, Utility Car, M5 Half Track
Carrier, 15cwt Truck, 30 cwt Truck, Quad Tractor,
ractor, Scammel Artillery Tractor, Terrapin
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British Airborne light artillery supports the Red Devils” assault

82




Commonwealth forces must
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SGT PERCY LAM

After North Africa and Pantelle
Shropshire Light Infantry on :
an attack along the Campoleon
salient 2,600 yds wide and
Campoleone Station. The
February by the 71st Infantry
the salient, trapping the
and remnants of the Sh
attack. The KSLI was ordere:
hope, while the other

My father had v
and fixing bayone
that night. They lef
prisoner. The snig
nobody took si




sections (mid-/late-war),
s, Veteran Infantry sections (late-war),

t Reconnaissance Car, Otter Light
‘Scout car, AEC Heavy Armoured Car Mk
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here and when: Norway, Iceland, France, Belgium and Holland,
roughout the war
 The 48th Division was in many ways an unexceptional part of the
- British forces, What is interesting is how fascinating a history such
~an ‘unexceptional’ unit can have.
* The 49th traces its history back to 1907 when it was formed as 3
~ Territorial unit. It fought in World War | under the insignia of the
Yorkist white rose as the 49th (West Riding) division. World War ||
saw the division taking part in the abortive landings in Norway in
1940 and the subsequent hasty withdrawal. The action had been
driven by politics as much as military sense and the organisation
was rushed and inept. Troops arrived only partially equipped, with
base plates missing for mortars, ammunition of the wrong calibre
and many other problems to compound the fact that they were
untried in battle and the Germans were the undefeated masters of
Europe.

The division then moved to Iceland to protect it against possible,
but unlikely, invasion. Although Iceland is small and only sparsely
populated, it was a vital port for oiling ships on trans-Atlantic
journeys, and so had a value far outweighing its list of resources.
Here the troops trained as a mountain division, then retrained as an
Arctic warfare unit, earning themselves a new insignia and a new
name: the Polar Bears.

The division was then called back to Britain to retrain yet again,
this time as an assault division for the forthcoming invasion. Then,
when the invasion came, it was relegated to a support role and the
years of training went largely unused. It arrived in Normandy a few
days after D-Day and fought thereafter as ‘Monty’s left flank’. In the
bocageitfaced the SS, which earned the name ‘Polar Bear Butchers’
from the propagandist Lord Haw Haw; it took part in night assaults
where RAF raids carpet bombed the flanks of the advancing troops;
it lost hundreds of men in the meat grinder battles around Caen.

When the breakout finally came, the Polar Bears fought as part of
the Canadian army, spending the final winter and subsequent months
of the war among the flooded fields and half-submerged farmhouses
of Holland, sending out patrols in small boats instead of on foot.
Finally, they liberated Arnhem in April 1945, finding the hastily
constructed graves and shattered buildings that were the reminder
of 1st Airborne’s gallant stand.

Humber Scout Car
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British Tommies advance into cover under enemy fire




World War || Wargames Rules

ACTION

With this latest supplement for Bolt Action, players can now build an army for Great
Britain and the Commonwealth, From early campaigns in Europe to the deserts of
North Africa and the jungles of the Far East, British forces faced the Axis threat. The
army lists presented here have all the information needed to field such elite units as
the Paras, Commandos, Chindits and SAS alongside the steadfast ‘Tommy '
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