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HOB G1 - PzIIIJ OP & PzIIIL OP: The 
development of fully tracked artillery 
batteries brought the need for tracked 
observation vehicles.  Each fully 
tracked artillery battery was to have two 
armored observation vehicles. Plans 
were made to develop a specialized 
panzer for observation purposes, but it 
never materialized. The interim solution 
was to initially use the older and inef-
fective PzIIIE-Hs. They were fitted with 

additional armor to increase the amount of protection. The gun 
mantlet was removed and replaced by a thicker one. The MA was 
removed, and a dummy gun placed where the CMG used to be. A 
machinegun was mounted in the center of the mantlet where the 
gun used to be.  The BMG was removed and the hole plugged. 
Each observation tank was also fitted with two radios; a FuG8 
for division headquarters with a range of approximately 40 kilo-
meters and a FuG4 for the artillery unit with a range of approxi-
mately 4 kilometers. Eventually later model PzIIIs also began to 
be converted in the same manner. Conversion began in February 
1943 and by April 1944 262 PzIII observation tanks had been 
designed. The official German nomenclature for these vehicles 
was “Beobachtungspanzer auf PzKfw III”.  
These counters were issued in HoB’s “Onslaught to Orsha” (HOB 017) 2002.
 

HOB G2 - Pz 737(r) & Pz 740a(r): The 
Germans developed a plan prior to the 
war to centralize captured tanks, includ-
ing the T-26, for the formation of cap-
tured tank units. Because over 12,000 
T-26‘s of all types were produced 
between 1931 and 1941, they formed a 
substantial portion of captured Russian 
tanks in use by the German in the period 
1941-42 and were commonly used by 
armored and infantry formations alike. 

They could also be found in SS Police/Security units. The T-26 
series suffered from severe mechanical problems, made even 
more acute by the lack of spare parts available to fix breakdowns. 
Even so, they were often fitted with radios and pressed into ser-
vice.  Most of these were more than likely destroyed or lost to 
mechanical failure by the end of 1942, although some stayed in 
service with police units. ‘Immobilized’ vehicles and turrets were 
also used as part of defensive fortifications or used  at security 
installations through 1944. The T-26A is designated  Pz 737 and 
the T-26B is designated Pz 740a.
*RF 1.6 starting in January 1943

HOB G3 - Pz 739(r): This represents 
the Russian OT-133 and is designated 
Pz 739. The OT-133 suffered from 
severe mechanical problems, made even 
more acute by the lack of spare parts to 
fix breakdowns. One known use of this 

tank was with the 1st Panzer Division. It was apparently also used 
in the Leningrad area.
The X# applies only to the FT.
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G4 - Pz 742a(r) & 742b(r): The 
Germans developed a plan prior to the 
war to centralize captured tanks, includ-
ing the BT series, for the formation of 
captured tank units. However, most 
frontline German units either put work-
ing tanks back into action with German 
markings, or stripped off parts. Over 
5,000 of the BT-5 series and 2,000 of 
the BT-7 series had been built prior to 

Operation Barbarossa. Many of these were used by the Ger-
mans in armored and infantry formations alike, as well as 
SS Police/Security units. The BT series suffered from severe 
mechanical problems, made even more acute by the lack of 
spare parts available to fix breakdowns. Most of these were 
more than likely destroyed or lost to mechanical failure by the 
end of 1942, although some stayed in service with police units. 
‘Immobilized’ BTs or turrets were also used as part of defen-
sive fortifications or used as static security vehicles through 
1944. The BT-5 is designated Pz 742a and the BT-7 is desig-
nated Pz 742b.
*RF 1.6 starting January 1943

HOB G5 - Pz 742c(r): This vehi-
cle represents the BT-7A Artillery 
Support Tank armed with the low 
velocity 76mm KT-28 gun. Only 
about 155 BT-7A‘s were produced 
before Operation Barbarossa. Con-

sequently, captured vehicles of this type saw limited use by 
the Germans and most were likely unservicable by the end of 
1942. It is designated Pz 742c.

HOB G6 - Pz 743a(r) & Pz 743b(r): 
This represents the T-60 M40/42 
used by the Germans.  The Ger-
mans initially put some of these to 
use as reconnaissance tanks.  How-
ever, they generally did not like to 
employ AFVs with such light guns 
in combat roles, but some were used 
in SS Police/Security units.  Most 
were converted to artillery tractors 
and ammunition carriers. The M40 

is designated Pz 743a and the M42 as Pz 743b.  

HOB G7 - Pz 743c(r): The Germans 
utilized the T-70 more than the T-60 
because of its 45mm gun.  They were 
primarily used by infantry divisions 
as tank support, and were on the 
battlefield as late as 1944. Use by 

the 82nd and 98th Infantry Divisions has been documented. 
The former actually had set up a field workshop where they 
prepared the captured tanks for use and made repairs. Some 
were used in SS Police/Security units. Even though the T-70 
was more versatile than the T-60, many were still converted to 
the role of towing guns and carrying ammunition. It is desig-
nated Pz 743c.

HOB G8 - Pz 747a(r): The Ger-
mans were initially surprised by the 
superiority of the T-34 tank. There 
was no plan to centrally locate and 
create captured tank units using T-
34s. Those that were captured were 

quickly painted with German crosses, equipped with radios, 
and put in the front line.  Initially the 1st, 8th, and 11th Panzer 
Divisions put these to use in the summer of 1941. Numerous 
Infantry divisions also put captured T-34‘s to use and fought 
them as individual tanks. This vehicle represents the T-34/M40 
armed with the medium velocity 76mm L-11 gun and is desig-
nated as Pz 747a.
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G9 - Pz 747b(r): The Ger-
mans were initially surprised by the 
superiority of the T-34 tank. There 
was no plan to centrally locate and 
create captured tank units with 
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T34s. Those that were captured were quickly painted with 
German crosses, equipped with radios, and put in the front 
line.  Initially the 1st, 8th, and 11th Panzer Divisions put these 
to use in the summer of 1941. Infantry divisions also put these 
to use and fought them as individual tanks. Divisions con-
firmed to have used this tank were 2nd Panzer Division, 9th 
Panzer Division, 10th Panzer Division, 20th Panzer Division, 
23rd Panzer Division, 18th Panzergrenadier Division, 3rd SS 
Division, and 98th Infantry Division. The 6th Panzer Divi-
sion employed between 1 and 6 T34s of various types during 
Operation Citadel. The Kaminski Brigade used as many as 24 
in the fall of 1943 against Soviet Partisans in Belorus. There 
was likely just as much undocumented use with many other 
German units. This vehicle represents the T-34/M41 armed 
with the high velocity 76mm F-34 gun and is designated as 
Pz 747b. 
*RF 1.6 starting in 1944

HOB G10 - Pz 747(L)b(r): In late 
1941 the Germans began to send 
captured T-34s back to production 
facilities/workshops in rear areas. 
There they were equipped with 
commander’s cupolas, repainted, 

and fitted with German weapon sights and radios. They 
became available around May 1942. The vehicle is desig-
nated as Pz 747(L)b, the “L” to differentiate from a M41 
pressed into service and not overhauled at a facility. Initially 
these vehicles used Russian ammunition until the Germans 
produced an AP round for the F-34 gun. Confirmed units that 
used this M41 version were the 1st Ski Division, 2nd SS Divi-
sion, 3rd SS Division, and 98th Infantry Division. It is also 
likely that the 10th Panzer and 20th Panzer Division used 
these as well, along with other undocumented units.
+Only available on the East Front. 

HOB G11 - Pz 747c(r): This vehi-
cle represents the M43 versions that 
were painted with German crosses 
and immediately put into the front 
line.  There was much widespread, 
undocumented use of this tank. 

Units with confirmed use of this tank were the 2nd Panzer 
Division, 18th Panzergrenadier Division, Panzer Division 
Grossdeutschland, 20th Panzer Division, 23rd Panzer Divi-
sion, and Panzerjaeger Battalion 128. SS Police Company 5 
was equipped with T34s in Italy. Both the Grossdeutschland 
and 23rd Panzer Division were still using T34s in 1945. It is 
designated as the Pz 747c.

HOB G12 - Pz 747(L)c(r): The 
Germans captured over 50 T-34s 
of various models in March 1943. 
A captured factory in Karkov was 
used to rebuild these with several 
modifications.  A commander’s 

cupola was added, and they were repainted and remarked. 
They were also refitted with German weapon sites, radios, 
and Scheurzen.  This M43 version is designated “L” (late) 
to distinguish it from those in action not upgraded in the fac-
tory. Additionally, an armor piercing round was also produced 
greatly enhancing the gun’s capabilities. The 2nd SS Division 
“Das Reich” had 25 of the “production” tanks for Operation 
Citadel. The 3rd SS Division also used these, but not until 
after Operation Citadel. 
*RF 1.4   4-9/1943
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G13 - Pz 747d(r): The T-43 never 
officially went into production by the 
Russians; however, Russian vehicle 
note 17 portrays this as an uparmored 
T-34 and represents this. It is possible 
that two of these were captured and put 

to use by the 502nd Schwere Panzer Abteilung on the Leningrad 
Front in November 1943. It is designated Pz 747d.
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G14 - Pz 747e(r) & Pz KV-
8(Fl)(r): Very few flamethrower tanks 
were put into service by the Germans. A 
significant use occurred in Central Stal-
ingrad where they supported attacks by 
the 71st and 295th Infantry Divisions, 
and were used in the northern factory 
district as well. Another significant 
use were several OT-34s in the 19th 
Panzer Division during Operation Cita-
del. More than likely saw very limited 
action elsewhere. The OT-34 is desig-

nated as Pz 747e.
+Only available on the East Front
*RF 1.4     9-11/1942

HOB G15 - Pz 747f(r): This vehicle 
was not put into production until the 
Germans were mostly on the defen-
sive.  Therefore, only a small number 
of these were captured and pressed 
into service. One known use is by the 

Hermann Goering Parachute Panzer Division in April-May 1945. 
Other units with confirmed use include 252nd Infantry Division, 
3rd SS Panzer Division, 5th SS Panzer Division, 7th Panzer Divi-
sion, and z.b.v. Jaguar. There was likely a respectable number of 
these employed by the 4th SS Panzer Corps in late winter/spring 
1945. It is designated as Pz 747f.
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G16 - Pz 753a(r) & Pz 753b(r): 
The Germans were initially surprised 
by the superiority of the KV tank. There 
was no plan to centrally locate and 
create captured tank units using KVs. 
Units that captured these tanks initially 
fitted them with radios and painted 
German markings on them, and put 
them in the line to help counter the Rus-
sian tank superiority. Panzer Regiment 
1 of the 1st Panzer Division, which pos-

sessed an entire KV tank company, is one of many units that used 
this tank in combat.  The 753 designation refers to the KV models 
with the shorter L-11 76mm gun. The KV-1/M39 is designated Pz 
753a and the KV-1E as Pz 753b.
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G17 - Pz 755a(r) & Pz 755b(r): 
The Germans were initially surprised 
by the superiority of the KV tank. There 
was no plan to centrally locate and create 
captured tank units with KVs. Units that 
captured these tanks initially fitted them 
with radios and painted German mark-
ings on them, and put them in the line to 
help counter the Russian tank superior-
ity. Panzer Regiment 1 of the 1st Panzer 
Division, which had an entire KV tank 

company, Panzer Regiment 204 of the 22nd Panzer Division, and 
8th Panzer Division are three of many units that used this tank in 
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combat. The 755 designation refers to the KV models with the 
longer 76mm gun. The M41 is designated as 755a and the M42 
as 755b.
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G18 - Pz 754(r): The Germans 
captured several KV-2s and put them to 
use in combat, although in very small 
numbers because of the difficulty in 
recovering and towing this vehicle.  
Some were assigned to Special Unit 

z.b.v. 66 for the planned assault on Malta. These vehicles were sent 
to Army Group level Russian tank companies on the east front, but 
little is known about their fate. At least one example fought on in 
1945, this vehicle being destroyed at the Krupp Factory in Essen. 
+Despite being designated NT, the Pz 754 may change its TCA, 
but must pay NT traverse DRM.  

HOB G20 - Pz 755c(r) & Pz 755d(r): 
The Germans captured many KV tanks 
with their victories early in the war, and 
they were pressed into service.  Some 
were even converted to fit the German 
75mm L48 gun. The 22nd Panzer Divi-
sion converted several to the German 
gun in the fall of 1942. The division was 
disbanded on 6 April 43, and its equip-
ment was assigned to the 11th Panzer 
Regiment of the 6th Panzer Division. 

The remaining models of this tank probably fought with the 6th 
Panzer Division through the summer of 1943. It is also possible 
that some of these saw action in the 1st Panzer Division. These 
models are designated 755c and 755d.
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G21 - Pz 755e(r): As with the 
other KV models, the Germans put 
this to use as well.  However, its‘ rarity 
along with the fact the Germans did not 
capture many tanks after 1943 made its 
appearance with German markings very 

rare. It is designated the Pz 755e.
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G22 - Pz JS-II(r): Very few JS-II‘s 
were captured, due to their late appear-
ance and the fact the Germans were 
mostly on the defensive and retreating 
at this stage of the war. Several were 
unofficially put into action by the Ger-

mans. The Hermann Göring Parachute Panzer Division captured 
four JS-II‘s in mid April 1945 and they fought until the end of 
the war in its Panzer Regiment. It is also possible that the 4th SS 
Panzer Corps used several late in the war.
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G23 - Pz 740b(r): This vehicle is 
T26 with the turret removed and fitted 
with a French 75mm cannon, making it 
a respectable tank destroyer/assault gun. 
Apparently only 12 of these were con-
verted, and equipped Company 1, Pan-

zerjaeger Battalion 165, Infantry Division 65. The division formed 
in July 1942, and was sent to Italy in the summer of 1943. It was 
heavily engaged during 1944 in the Anzio-Nettuno area and was 
nearly destroyed. All of these vehicles were probably destroyed 
or lost to mechanical failure at this time. It is designated the Pz 
740b.
+ Only available in Italy

HOB G24 - JgdPz 76(r): The Ger-
mans unofficially put the various 
Russian TDs/AGs to use as they were 
captured. These were unofficially 
used to augment tank destroyer and 
assault gun units. There are numer-

ous German Infantry Divisions that had a self-propelled anti-
tank company, but never received any deliveries of German 
versions, making it likely they were using captured vehicles. 
There is some arguable evidence that at least one SU-76 par-
ticipated in the Ardennes with the 3rd Panzergrenadier Divi-
sion. The 5th SS Division also used a number of SU-76s.  It is 
designated as JgPz 76.

HOB G25 - JgdPz 85(r): The Ger-
mans unofficially put the various 
Russian TDs/AGs to use as they 
were captured. This vehicle was 
used to augment tank destroyer 
units, and was probably also the 

backbone vehicle for 1650th Panzerjaeger Battalion, Infantry 
Division 650, as well as other units of the Russian Liberation 
Army formed in 1945. There are numerous German Infantry 
Divisions that had a self-propelled antitank company, but never 
received any deliveries of German versions, making it likely 
they were using captured vehicles. The 3rd SS Panzer Division 
and the Panzer Division Hermann Goering used the SU-85 in 
1945. SU-85s formed part of the 23rd Panzer Division’s self-
propelled antitank company. It is designated as JgPz 85.
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G26 - Pz 747-88(r): No pho-
tographic evidence of this vehicle 
exists, only an account of a German 
soldier discussing its use. Several 
plans were drawn up on how to 
mount the “88” on the chassis of 

a T-34 and are on record. In a desperate situation several of 
these were constructed and sent to Kampfgruppe Kienast in 
East Saxony in late April 1945 where they were used as mobile 
antitank guns. It is designated Pz 747-88.
+Only available on the East Front
*Double circle on AF indicates a two level drop between hull 
and turret armor.
† The crew receives only a +1 CE DRM, 0 if attacked through 
the unarmored facing.

HOB G27 - JgdPz 100(r): The Ger-
mans unofficially put the various 
Russian TDs/AGs to use as they 
were captured. Because of the later 
arrival of the SU-100 and the fact 
the Germans were generally on the 

defensive, German use of this vehicle is very rare. It is likely 
that the 4th SS Panzer Korps captured and put some of these to 
use in the late winter/spring 1945. It is designated JgPz 100.
+Only available on the East Front

HOB G28 - StuG-122(r): The Ger-
mans unofficially put the various 
Russian TDs/AGs to use as they 
were captured. This vehicle was well 
liked by German forces for the gun 
support it could provide to infantry. 

The SU-122 was probably one of the most numerous Russian 
AGs captured and used by the Germans. There are numerous 
German Infantry Divisions that had a self-propelled antitank 
company, but never received any deliveries of German ver-
sions, making it likely they were using captured vehicles.  The 
SU-122 also augmented the strength of some assault gun units. 
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It is designated as the StuG-122.

HOB G29 - StuG-152(r): The Ger-
mans unofficially put the various 
Russian TDs/AGs to use as they 
were captured.   This vehicle was 
preferred for the self-propelled 
artillery role most likely due to the 

large gun caliber, even though the SU-152 had a very credible 
antitank capability as well. The SU-152 could be found in sev-
eral fortress artillery battalions and served on both the Eastern 
and Western Fronts. It is designated as the StuG-152.

HOB G30 - FlaKPz 747g(r): 
Schwere Panzerjaeger Abteilung 
653 captured numerous Russian 
vehicles, including T-34s and some 
KVs. Most of these were converted 
to ammunition carriers.  During a 

rest period between May and July 1944, the battalion’s main-
tenance personnel conducted experiments with a variety of 
equipment, one being an attempt to create a flakpanzer from a 
captured tank. They used armor plating from a destroyed half-
track to create a turret for a quad 20mm flak gun which was 
fitted onto a T-34. They converted three vehicles, designated 
FlakPz 747g, and formed a self-propelled flak platoon. The 
vehicle proved very successful in combat.
†Double circle on AF indicates a two level drop between hull 
and turret armor.

HOB G31 - PSW BA-202a(r) & 
PSW BA-202b(r): The Germans 
designated both the BA-20 and 
BA-64B as the PSW BA 202 (r ), 
as both had a machinegun as the 
main armament. The Germans cap-
tured many armored cars in 1941-
42. Most of these were put directly 
into service in armored and infan-
try formations. Their common use 
was in small groups as reconnais-

sance, command, and tractors for light guns. Entire platoons 
were sometimes formed with captured Russian armored cars. 
The BA-20 and BA-64B are considered  “light” armored cars. 
Four BA-20s were in the 102nd Armored Reconnaissance Pla-
toon of the 102nd Infantry Division in 1941. Another known 
use is with the 444th Security Division in Russia in October 
1941. There was much undocumented use of these vehicles. 
The BA-20 is designated PSW BA-202a and the BA-64b as 
PSW BA-202b.

HOB G32 - PSW BA-203(r): This 
is the BA-6/10/32 in German ser-
vice designated the PSW BA-203(r 
).The Germans captured many 
armored cars in 1941-42. Most of 
these were put directly into ser-

vice in armored and infantry formations. Their common use 
was in small groups as reconnaissance, command, and trac-
tors for light guns. Entire platoons were sometimes formed 
with captured Russian armored cars. The BA-6 is a “heavy” 
armored car fitted with a T-26 turret, and in 1941 four were 
in the 102nd Armored Reconnaissance Platoon of the 102nd 
Infantry Division. They also equipped the 97th Jaeger Divi-
sion, 2nd SS Division, and 14th Panzer Division.

HOB G33 - LKW ZIS-5(r): The ZIS-5 
truck was built in the Soviet Union under 
a license from Ford. This was the same 
license used to build trucks in Germany 
and France. Therefore, the Germans 
were generally familiar with this truck 

and had compatible spare parts as well.  This was a valued asset for 
the German army that needed as much mobility as possible. 

MULTI-APPLICABLE VEHICLE NOTES:
A. The MA and all MGs have a B11 as indicated on the counter 
by a red B11.

B. Although a captured piece of equipment, the captured use pen-
alties of A21.11-.12 do not apply. They also do not apply if recap-
tured during a scenario by the Soviets. 

C. The (r) indicates Russian for ESB and Scrounging purposes.

D. This vehicle uses the Red TH # Table.

E. This vehicle uses the Black TH # Table.

F. Use Russian Vehicle Note M, with the exception that a Delay  
occurs on a DR of 10 or 11.

G. This AFV uses the German 76L TK# and APCR.

H. This AFV uses Russian 76L TK# and APCR.

I. This AFV uses Russian 85L APCR.

J. This AFV uses German 75L AP and APCR To Kill Numbers.

K. This AFV uses Russian 76L TK and APCR #s in scenarios set 
5/42 through 2/43, and German 76L TK and APCR#s in scenarios 
set after 2/43.

L. The crew receives a CE DRM of +2 through the front and +1 
through the side.

M. This vehicles MA has a B12 while all of its MGs have a B11.

CAPTURED / RARE VEHICLE / ORDNANCE NOTES 

GERMAN USE OF RUSSIAN VEHICLES

The Germans captured a substantial number of Russian tanks, 
especially during the successes of 1941. Officially there were never 
more than 300 in action, but under local conditions thousands saw 
combat on the German side. Most frontline German troops either 
put working tanks back into action with German markings, or   
cannibalized them to keep their own tanks running.  These tanks, 
mostly T-26‘s, BT-5‘s and BT-7‘s were very commonly used by the 
Germans in 1941-42 within both armored and infantry formations.  
Some captured AFVs were used to form entire units, including 
tank, tank destroyer, reconnaissance, and others. In late 1941 the 
Germans established field “factories” that overhauled T34‘s, and 
these became available in May 1942. The Germans even produced 
an armor piercing round for the Russian 76mm gun. Other vehicles 
were modified. Some KV tanks were equipped with the German 
75mm KwK 40 L/48 gun. Some T-34s were modified as antiair-
craft platforms, and T-26s were converted to mount the French 75 
mm gun. Many other vehicles were converted to a variety of roles 
such as ammunition carriers, command vehicles, and gun tractors. 
The Germans used Russian tanks throughout the entire war, right 
up until the end, to bolster their outnumbered arsenal.  NOTE: 
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Some vehicle designations have been slightly modified from the 
official German designations stemming from several factors. The 
Germans had specific designations for Russian vehicles that do 
not exist in the Chapter H; for example, the T-26 M31/33 is the 
same vehicle in the game system while the Germans had separate 
designations for each. We created designations to differentiate the 
T-34s that were factory rebuilt. Another contributing factor is the 
limitation of what can actually fit on a counter.






























