
Contains: 81 Cards, Rules.

You Need: One 6-Sided Die, Money.

A Cheapass card game for 3-6 players
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Europe. Summer. 1997 

You and your friends
have discovered two

problems with a 
common solution 

Mad Cows in England 
and Unexploded 

Bombs in France 

You’ve decided to bring
these two powderkegs

together just to see
what happens. And you
wouldn’t say “no” to a 

little money on the side

So round up your herd,
march them through
France, and set them

loose behind the
Cordon Rouge. If you’re
lucky you’ll come home
rich before Greenpeace

gets hold of you

Either way, there’s
something magical

about blowing up cows

A Game by James Ernest
With Art by Mike O’Connor
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A
b

o
ut Cheap

ass G
am

es:
W

e here at Cheap
ass G

am
es

are aw
are o

f tw
o

 b
asic facts ab

o
ut b

o
ard

 gam
es: they co

st to
o

 m
uch, and

 they are at so
m

e level all the sam
e.

If yo
u igno

re the clever shap
es they co

m
e in, the cheap

 little p
lastic p

aw
ns are an interchangeab

le p
art o

f m
o

st o
f the b

o
ard

 gam
es in yo

ur ho
use. So

 are the d
ice, the

m
o

ney, the co
unters, the p

encils, and
 just ab

o
ut every o

ther rand
o

m
 sp

are p
art. These generic b

its and
 p

ieces can acco
unt fo

r as m
uch as 75%

 o
f a gam

e’s p
ro

d
uctio

n
co

st, and
 that co

st gets hand
ed

 to
 yo

u.

If yo
u had

 yo
ur cho

ice, yo
u’d

 p
ro

b
ab

ly invest a little b
it o

f m
o

ney in o
ne go

o
d

set o
f gam

ing p
arap

hernalia instead
 o

f tw
enty crap

p
y o

nes, and
 then just b

uy the new
p

art o
f every “new

” gam
e. Yet m

o
st co

m
p

anies insist o
n selling yo

u the w
ho

le p
ackage every tim

e; it’s a little like b
und

ling a can o
p

ener w
ith a can o

f b
eans.

Cheap
ass G

am
es

co
m

e p
ackaged

 w
ith the b

are essentials: b
o

ard
s, card

s, and
 ruleb

o
o

ks. If yo
u need

 anything else w
e’ll tell yo

u. A
nd

 it’s p
ro

b
ab

ly so
m

ething yo
u can

scro
unge fro

m
 a gam

e yo
u alread

y o
w

n, o
r b

uy at a ho
b

b
y sto

re. H
eck, if yo

u need
 to

, yo
u can even b

uy the p
arts fro

m
 us.

A
nd

 o
nce yo

u’ve assem
b

led
 yo

ur co
llectio

n o
f generic gam

e p
ieces, yo

u can use them
 fo

r every new
 Cheap

ass G
am

e. W
e’ve

stand
ard

ized
 o

ur d
esigns so

 yo
ur gam

ing to
o

lb
o

x w
ill last.

To
 learn m

o
re ab

o
ut Cheap

ass G
am

es, ask yo
ur lo

cal gam
e retailer.

O
r visit o

ur d
o

ub
le secret w

eb
site at:

w
w

w
.cheap

ass.co
m

So
 yo

u’ve d
ecid

ed
 to

 m
ake a little sp

end
ing cash this sum

m
er using M

ad
 Co

w
s (w

hich are go
ing cheap

 in England
) to

 clear field
s

o
f unexp

lo
d

ed
 b

o
m

b
s in France (w

hich ap
p

arently p
ays p

retty w
ell). O

kay, b
ut yo

u’ll have to
 rem

em
b

er to
 p

lay b
etter than all

yo
ur friend

s, o
r yo

u’re just as likely to
 lo

se m
o

ney.

U
nexp

lo
d

ed
 Co

w
 is a m

o
ney gam

e in w
hich p

layers are trying to
 co

llect eno
ugh p

o
ints to

 w
in the Po

t. O
n every turn yo

u w
ill

b
uy Co

w
s and

 p
ay fo

r sp
ecial effects b

y p
utting m

o
ney into

 the Po
t, then try to

 d
isco

ver b
o

m
b

s w
ith yo

ur o
w

n Co
w

s in an
effo

rt to
 take m

o
ney o

ut o
f the Po

t. A
ll alo

ng, yo
u w

ill b
e earning p

o
ints fro

m
 the French as yo

u lib
erate to

w
n after to

w
n fro

m
the terro

rs o
f unexp

lo
d

ed
 b

o
m

b
s, and

 the p
layer w

ho
 sco

res the m
o

st p
o

ints gets w
hatever’s left in the Po

t.

U
nexp

lo
d

ed
 Co

w
 is b

est p
layed

 as a series o
f sho

rt gam
es, each o

f w
hich takes ab

o
ut half an ho

ur. The gam
e is q

uite sim
p

le
and

 very chao
tic, and

 w
e think yo

u’ll have a b
last. 

Unexploded Cow


