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CHAPTER ONE: VISIONS & REVELATIONS

The Origins of
Parapsychology

From E.B. Argos’ introduction to
Parapsychology: A Modern Science, 2083

Psychical studies began in Britain as a reaction to the emergence
of modern Spiritualism. Many historians consider the Fox
sisters’ entrance into the public eye in the late 1840s as marking
the beginning of the Spiritualist movement, and it spread
rapidly throughout the world in the ensuing years. By 1870,
Spiritualism had some estimated eleven million followers, mainly
in Britain and the Americas.

Perhaps Spiritualism gained such popularity so quickly because
it provided a natural backlash against the secularization brought
by the ascent of science that characterized the mid-nineteenth
century. As H.E. Goodwin and others have slrown, Britain
at this time was a nation shaken by change. The traditional
English idea that man held a privileged place in the centre of
a cosmos created for him was being replaced with a conception
of an incomprehensible world in which mankind was merely an
interesting kind of mammal. For example, emerging theories
of physics painted the universe as a negative-sum game where
disorder was the rule. For a society accustomed to the reassuring
notion of a world supervised by a paternal intelligence, the
implications of this science were unacceptable.

Spiritua/ism and parapsycizo/agy offerea’ two a’isparate but
kindred means of reconciliation. Spiritualism provides a method
ofcon]/;rming a /ife after death and a rea/ity éeyom{ the plzysica/
by way of observable and even tangible phenomena. The
manifestations of Spiritualism occurred not to a select few or at
odd intervals but regularly, in ways immediately perceptible by
the average person, at the demand of spiritual adepts during the
séance. The immediacy and accessibility of spiritual phenomena
suggesteda means Z)y which the much-revered science o][ the a’ay
could be made to serve the spfril‘ua/ needs o][flze world.

Parapsyclm/ogy, on the other lzancl, was an extension of the
Victorians’ confidence in science's potential for improving the lot
of mankind. For example, the developing science of electricity,
made possible only a few decades earlier by the pioneering
work of Famalay and otlzers, revolutionized every aspect o][
/ife from ina’ustry to the home. Anaesflzesfa, vaccination, and
the widespread acceptance of antiseptic principles improved
the quality of medical care, lowered infant mortality, and
promised extensions of the human lifespan. There was wild
talk o][ mechanical men and a][ great vessels a’esignea] to carry
passengers to the Jeptlzs a][flze ocean and the lzeiglzts o][flle s]ey.
Nothing seemed beyond the reach of science, and the majority
of Victorians embraced it eagerly, even coming to venerate
the scienﬁﬁc method ftse/][ as the likeliest route to attaining
indisputable truth.

Parapsychology makes a laboratory of the worlds beyond,
sul)]'ects the manifestaﬁons ][ram that world to ana/ysis an
interpretation, and makes a natural philosophy of Spiritualism.
The discipline’s early practitioners hoped that, by subjecting

psychical phenomena to the rigors of experimental validation,
they would confirm the human experience of the supernormal
to a scientific standard while proving the existence of a life
beyond the merely physical. This was quite a challenge, for in
the years prior to the Plague, supernormal phenomenon was
compaml)/y rare and the manifestations genem//y weak and
unpredictable. Despite these hindrances, Victorian scientists
laid the foundations for scientific parapsychology as we know it.

Though in later years parapsychology would come into its own
right as a science, the carly years of the discipline were heavily
handicapped by a lack of formalization, a need for sound theory,
and a vulnerability to the machinations of fraud. The progression
of the study of the mind from philosophy to empirical science was
lzamstrung [Jy a wic[espreaa’ reluctance to embrace mechanistic
theories of the brain. Instead, this experimental vacuum became
a no-man’s-land of vague terminology: the perfect nursery for
pseuclo-sciences purporting to connect the observable funcﬁon
of the human brain to the existence of universal higher powers
and a life beyond the grave. At this time, there existed no body
of authority and no experimental standards for the field. Most
ivestigation into psyclzica/ phenamena was conducted informa//y
or under the auspices of religious or philosophical organizations.
Many investigators were adherents of spiritual philosophies
seeking some rationalization for their faith, and standards
for evidence were accordingly low. Spiritual philosophers and
individual researchers left records dominated by wild, heavily
biased speculations often containing little to no actual data on
experiments performed or observations made. Many simply
lacked an understanding of scientific methodology, while others
were handicapped by an impatient temperament ill-suited to
rigorous investigations. While the enthusiasm of these energetic
amateurs was undoubtedly helpful in spreading awareness
of Spiritualism, historians of the field state unanimously that
the uncoordinated, naive efforts of these would-be investigators
caused significant damage to the credibility of parapsychology
as a science.

Fraua[s, slzamans, and evange/ists took hold o][ the maclzinery
of supernormal investigation, proclaiming themselves unifiers
a][ ][ail‘lr and reason. leey used their purportea’ Lnaw/ea’ge o][
life after death as an excuse for the maintenance of primitive
and comforting fantasies of a universe designed for the benefit
of man. If the appeal of this type of rationalhzation had been
limited to the simpleminded, the science might have recovered
sooner; however, the emotional allure o][ the plzi/osopfzy drew in a
number of brilliant minds who lent their considerable energies to
the elaboration and promotion o][ the ][raual. Worse, perlzaps, the
vast appeal of this cultish approach to supernormal investigation
provided a fertile breeding ground for charismatics, individuals
who were capa[)/e 0][ carrying of][ the most blatant fraqu lyy
sheer magnetism of personality. The inevitable discovery of the
outrages perpetrated by this last class of villain, though rarely
before their rise to prominence and their endorsement by any
number of scientiﬂc mvestigators and other persons of renown,
served time and again to cast serious doubt on the integrity of
supernormal investigation as a freld.

The situation was much improved with the foundation of the
Society for Psychical Research in 1882. The Society was
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created to be an expert Loa’y to encourage scientiﬁ'c research
into psychical and spiritual events. This organization and its
publications, particularly the peer-reviewed journal, provided
an official forum in which researchers could present their work
for critical review. This forum encouraged the rigour of scientific
method and required researchers to pursue means of making their
work absolutely airtight—beyond the criticisms of the Society’s
most rigorous reviewers—in order to permit its publication.

The appearance of the Society was met with condemnation by
many mediums and those vocal within Spiritualist organizations.
It was widely held in these circles that the Society was a hostile
agency set on disproving spiritual phenomena rather than
conducting balanced scientific analysis. Though there may
have been some truth to these accusations, the lwglz standards
set by Society research were invaluable in shaping modern
parapsychology.

The records from the pre-Plague years, however distorted and
poorly informed, provided valuable information during the post-
Plague establishment of parapsychology as a legitimate science.
The thousands of years of spiritual folklore, despite their varied
and frequently fanciful nature, laid down a series of verifiable
characteristics for the manifestations of a ‘haunting,” which
were matched against the more powerfu/ manifesfations o][
the post-Plague era. Scientists evaluated the speculations and
pretensions of earlier Spiritualist writings in the light of new
evidence, searching for consistencies in the varied accounts,
gathering hints as to the nature of spiritual phenomena, and
making use of the observations of their predecessors to initiate
the construction of anatomies and taxonomies for the inhabitants

of the aetheric world.

As a field of inquiry, parapsychology has become a respected
installation in the Neo- Victorian scientific pantheon. The types of
aetheric mamfestaﬁon have been enumerated and a’escril?eal, and
research continues into their properties and interrelationships.
Monitors allow precise observations of disruptions in the local
aether resu/ting ][ram spiriiua/ events; even events ilzatfa// below
the perceptua/ threshold a][ normal humans can be observed and
quantified, giving researchers valuable insight into the types and
properties of actheric entities. More powerful hauntings can also
be observed in this manner, warning researchers and engineers
in the event of a manifestation and allowing observation of the
number and strength of entities perpetrating a haunting without
relying on the subjective analysis performed by a sensitive or
medium. Spirits can be contained or dispelled with modern
acthertech, allowing the resolution or at least the amelioration
of hauntings that might have destroyed the mind of a human

sensitive attempting the same task.

The implications of parapsychology, however, go far beyond
the simple existence of spirits. The science is developing faster
than the philosophies can adapt, spawning cults and protest
- movements trying to foresta// the death 0][ mytZz. Despite these
objections, there is a real chance that science will someday know

the ][afe o][a human Zaeing after death.

The P’lague Years:
Dawn of a New Aeon

At the door of life, by the gate of breath, There are
worse things waiting for men than death...
—Algernon Charles Swinburne,
“The Triumph of Time,” 1866

The Plague Years were a time of chaos and utter hopelessness
in the refugee camps. Death was an ever-present companion,
and there was no one who had not been touched l)y it. In
addition to sporadic animate attacks, refugees faced starvation,
overcrowding, and natural epidemics. Many camps lacked reliable
sources of food or fresh water. Medicine was scarce, and need
far outstripped available resources. Waves of epidemics claimed
untold lives. Those who fell would join the ranks of the unliving,
further spreading the Plague, and so balefires burned day and
night, consuming the endless tide of dead.

Though the military camps fared reasonably well, few civilian
encampments manage& to hold out against the horrors of
the wastes without and the epidemics that swept through the
population within. Those that did survive relied upon strict
laws intended to ensure the safety of its inhabitants as a whole;
individual lives could not be given priority in a time and place
in which the survival of the entire encampment was in question.
Those who broke the rules were dealt with harshly, driven into

exile in the wastelands or, more merci£tu, executed.

The burden of living under these conditions of want and misery
was simply too great for many survivors. Suicide rates in the early
encampments were astronomical. Untold numbers were driven
into insanity by the sudden and total loss of friends, family, and
loved ones. As a result of this morass of pain and squalor, many

survivors went mad, completely disassociating themselves from

life.

A small number became so J.angerously unhinged that their

minds began to unravel reality itself.

Early P’sychical
P’henomena

[Parapsychology is] a science, however, which does
not illogically stop short at the physical or intellectual,
ignoring the spiritual portion of man’s being, but applies
its rigorous analysis to the domain of revelation hitherto
disposed of in the wide category of the supernatural....”
—Rev. C.M, Davies, Heterodox London: or, Phrases of
Free Thought in the Metropolis, 1874

Throughout the Plague Years, unconfirmed rumours of impossilyle
physical and mental feats circulated among the camps. Thoug}x
later research would Legin to cast light on the mysteries of psychical
phenomena, the scientists, t}wologians, and spiritualists of the era
had little aLility to explain the events that occurred around them.

Researchers and physicians in the camps threw their energy into
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documenting the manifestations of the supernormal, recording

the events in the hopes of accumulating sufficient data to crack
this new anc]. (].angerous puzzle. Researchers {oun(]. the language 01(
psychical phenomenon to be the only appropriate terminology to
describe the events they witnessed.

The psychics who emerged during the Plague Years were not the
first to demonstrate supernormal abilities. Psychical phenomena
had been c].ocumentec]., but never satisfactori]y proven, throughout
the Victorian era. However, these new psychics displayed abilities
far I)eyonnl anything observed before. Unhinge(l but Wil(ﬂy power{ul,
many represented the terrible potential of the human mind.

At the same time, ghostly manifestations of incredible intensity
were recorded with increasing and terrifying frequency. The camps,
Wl"lere SO many Su{{ere(.]. an(]. (.].ie(.]., l)eCaI’ne Sites O{ Supernol‘mal
events on a scale unimaginable in the years before the New Dark
Age. Most spectral activity took the form of harmless tapping
or visitations from departed loved ones. However, incidents of a
less benign nature were known. In the worst hauntings, aggressive
supernormal entities spawned from the intolerable horrors of the

plague camps preyed upon the survivors as they struggle(]. to reclaim

a foothold in the world.

For reasons never entire]y understooc]., accounts show that camps
bordering the wastelands reported a greater number of hauntings
than those less touched Ly the Llight. Furthermore, accounts from
the Plague Years show major surges of spiritual activity in the hours
preceding major animate attacks, as if the spirits themselves were

agitated by the promise of impending slaughter.

The simplest spectral entities are manifestations of fear: mindless
entities almost always limited to manifesting in a small area and
capaljle only of repeating a single set of pl’lenonlena over and
over until they fade from existence. The most powerful hauntings
represent active agents for malevolence that are able to p]an and
adapt, showing cunning and intelligence in their ability to terrorize
their victims. Then as now, many survivors of invasive supernormal
manifestations were driven to madness or suicicle, or on rare

occasions, killed outright.

One of the earliest accounts of a verifiable haunting took place
Jllring the first year of the Plague ata re{ugee camp outside Leeds.
Robert Helms, a physician attending the sick and injured, was
confronted Ly the translucent ﬁgure of a young woman. Several
dozen patients and colleagues in the pest tent readily recognized
the figure as Ellen Hartley, one of the first victims of the cholera
outbreak currently threatening the camp’s population. The spectre
gesticulated wildly and aggressively at the physician, her features
contorted with rage, and made the motions of speech, but no sound
was heard. After several minutes, the doctor manage(], to overcome
his terror sufficiently to approach the figure and attempt to take
hold of her hands. Witnesses report his hands passed through the
ghostly form, trailing faint wisps of ectoplasm. The figure started
at the touch and appeared to stop spealzing. Tl’len, several of the
nearest trays loaded with medical equipment began to rattle and
jump; the instruments flew through the air, some directed at the
doctor but most striking at random. After this last display, the
spirit appeared to dissipate. Six patients and two nurses were

injured in the psychokinetic manifestation, one patient dying
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assault in 1910; accounts of this and innumerable sul)sequent
malevolent l’launtings were recovered from the camp’s records I)y

reclamation teams in 1918.

The surge in reports of dangerous spiritual activity during
the Plague Years and the powerful manifestations of
psychical activity observed during that time, led to a revival
in parapsychological research. Investigations were initially
informal and survival oriented; they focused on preserving
human lives threatened l)y aetheric activity rather than on
unloclzing the occult secrets of the phenomenon. However, the
records from these years are rich in empirical detail, unfettered
by the prejudices of any established science, and represent
the ecarliest attempt at achieving a practical, goal-oriented

understanding of aetheric phenomena in the post-Plague

world.

The first widely recognized instance of a “haunting” where
evidence gatheretl was sufficient to remove any doubt of the
legitimate supernormal nature of the event took place in
1909. The episode was documented by Dr. Miriam Verdain,
an alienist in the employ of His Majesty’s Government.
Verdain and her assistant, Michael Meriwether, were stationed
at a large military base outside Ebbw Vale, South Wales, the
centre of post-Plague coal-mining operations. During their
(].eploylnent, there was an incident in which an officer was
shot and killed due to an improperly maintained weapon. The
individual responsible, Sgt. Abram Morris, took his own life
shortly after being detained for an inquiry into the shooting.

Within weeks, the night and early morning patrols began
reporting disturbances in the tunnels beneath the base. Soon
the occurrences grew more dangerous in character, and soldiers
began to suffer tragic accidents. Verdain and Meriwether began
an investigation, accompanying soldiers on the troublesome
patrols. In the tunnels, the investigators observed unexplained
temperature changes, odd noises, and sensations of “pressing
through” the air as through a much denser medium. Convinced
that there was some physical phenomcnon at worlz, the team
sealed off the tunnels for several nights to make observations
without the complicating presence of military personnel.
Records of the ensuing events indicate that the first two
nights passed without unusual incident, but on the third night,

a form l:)earing an unmistakeable resemblance to the late
Serjeant Morris materialized. The materialization marked the
beginning of several harrowing hours of increasingly powerful

mani{estations, which culminated in a cave-in that cost

Meriwether his life.

With the death of Meriwether and the Col]apse of the tunnels,
the haunting came to an end. No satisfactory explanation for
this sudden cessation of activity was ever found. At Verdain’s

request, the Col]apse(]. section of the mine was never excavated.

Verdain went on to puL]isl’l The Cata/ogue afSpirifua/Phenamena
in 1929. The book was the first post—Plague attempt at a
system of classifying spirits. Though the categorization as

presented was far from complete, it was a significant milestone

within minutes from a severed artery incurred from a scalpel strike. in the study of parapsychology.
The manifestation was repeated on an almost daily basis until
the tent was moved. The camp fell to an overwhelming animate The first well-documented case of post—Plague psychical activity

occurred in 1907 at a re{ugee camp outside Sl’n‘ewsl)ury. Three
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miles outside the setttenlent, a young girl named Patience Devine
is said to have mentally communicated a (lesperate message to her
twin sister just before Patience and her companions were overtaken
I)y a horde of animates. Her sister, Violet, was able to warn her
community before the animates reached the encampment’s
fortifications. The event was recorded without tautare, on]y to be
rediscovered years later by researchers investigating the swell of
psyctlical activity in the camps. Violet Devine eventuaﬂy entered
public service, lending her burgeoning gifts to His Majesty’s

Government during the Reclamation.

Dr. Roland Westmoore, a former member of the Society for
Psychical Research, was the first scientist to systematically
record evidence of psychical activity among Plague survivors. As
the mi]itary l)egan orgauize(]. efforts to clear the countrysitte of
animates, Westmoore travelled from camp to camp, 1en(1ing his

talents to those in need.

While visiting a fortified camp outside Bristol in 1914, Westmoore
witnessed a territying telekinetic outburst. Westmoore and several
of the camp's ptlysicians were Wallzing ttu‘ough a main ttlorougtltare
en route to the ]argest camp in{'irmary wtleu, according to records
of the event, an altercation Legan between an agitate(]. young fellow
known for mental disturbance and a passer]ay. At a gesture, the
disturbed man tore the other fellow apart, separating head from
tjotly without ptlysically touctling him. Pandemonium followed in
the crowded street, the screams of the paniclce(l nlingling with those
of the injuretl and (tying. When the air cleare(l, three grown men tay
dead in the street, two (tecapitatett and the third twisted and broken
with bones protruding from his flesh. Several dozen in the crowd
suffered minor injuries while trying to flee the scene, and some of
these individuals were later able to give detailed (].escriptions of the

incident.

Word spreatt quiclzly ttu‘ougtl the encampment, and a manhunt for
the apparent perpetrator, ]acot) Finn, t)egan. Finn was ultimately
cornered and killed 13y an armed mob but not before he murdered

or maimed another twelve of the camp’s inhabitants.

The Bristol incident marked the l)eginning of Westmoore's career
in psyctlical research. He continued his work with the ulititary
forces, tracking rumours of psychical activity from camp to camp.
By 191 6, Westmoore was rea(ty to present his tin(].ings. He had
painstalzingly Cataloguett hundreds of instances of supernatural
activity all of which varied wi(tety in type and lnagnitude. His notes
and recor(tings left no room to doubt the veracity of the ptlenolueua
documented therein. These results caused an uptleaval in the
scientific and medical thinking of the day, causing an immediate
shift in the debate on psyctucs from discussion of their existence to
the practicat application of their talents.

This era also saw the Leginuing of the career of one of Britain’s
most famous nwdiums, Mrs. Amber Meredith. In 191 5, an
encampment outside Atnerystwyth, Wales experieuced a 1arge—
scale outbreak of Ptague due to a cholera epi(temic. Fatalities were
extraorctinary: over half the camp’s population died over the course

of three gruelling months.

In the wake of the trage(ty, a wave of psyctucal violence swept over
the devastated community. [t ])egan with apparitions of the dead and
screams in the nigtlt. Entire areas of the colupoun(t were abandoned

and barricaded 1)y the living ﬂeeiug the loci of manifestations.

Timeline

1774 Franz Mesmer begins his first experiments
in animal magnetism.

1779 Franz Mesmer publishes Mémoire sur la dé
couverte du magnétisme animal.

1848 The Fox Sisters first claim to have made
contact with the entity who had been disturbing
their family. Modern spiritualism is born.

1849 Margaret Fox gives the first public demon-
stration of mediumship in the Corinthian Hall in
Rochester, New York.

1851 William Gregory publishes Letters to a
Candid Enquirer on Animal Magnetism.

1852 Spiritualism arrives in England.

1871 Sir William Crookes presents his report on
spiritualism to the Royal Society.

1873 The British National Association of
Spiritualists is founded.

1875 Madame Blavatsky founds the Theosophical
Society.

1876 Emma Hardinge Britten (editor) publishes
Ghostland; or, Researches into the Mysteries of
Occultism.

1882 The Society for P’sychical Research is
founded.

1885 The American Society for P’sychical
Research is founded.

1888 Madame Blavatsky publishes The Secret
Doctrine: The Synthesis of Science, Religion and
Philosophy. Dr. Gottlieb Burckhardt performs the
first partial lobotomies.

1890 Emma Hardinge Britten founds the
Spiritualist’s National Union.

1891 Madam Blavatsky dies.

1903 Human Personality and Its Survival of
Bodily Death by Frederic W.H. Myers is pub-
lished.

1904 Prof. Baron von Schrenck-Notzing founds
Gesellschaft fur Metapsychische Forschung to
study telekinetic phenomena.

1905 The start of the Plague.
1906 The British Society for Psychical Research
disbands after its membership is decimated while

fighting the Plague.

1907 The first documented instance of telepathy.




Then, seeming]y as the
spirits gathered strength, the
hauntings began in earnest.
Ol)jects would be thrown
and broken l)y unseen hands;
the touch of invisible forms

l)ecame Cumnlonplac e.

A number of self-
proclaimed “sensitives”
publicly atternpte(l to ln‘ing
their talents to bear on the
proMeln, but to no avail.
Three would-be mediums
were reduced to catatonia,
and one was Ulltl’ig}lt killed
in the attempt. I\/lere(lith,
a camp 1a1)ourer, attracted
puIJlic interest (and
considerable sneering) Ly
announcing her intent to
walk into the barricaded
areas and resolve the proljlem
within. To the amazement
of many, Meredith carried
out her plan, clilnl)ing the
barricades and vanishing
into the ruinet] s]ums at twilight on 156 Iﬂarcl'l 191 6. At dawn on tl'le
16‘(11, Meredith climbed back over the IJan‘ica(Jes, severely shaken
and weakened, and co”apsed into a {ugue from which she would not
emerge for two (lays. The severity of manifestations in the area was
noticeal)ly reduced after Meredith’s excursion, a fact she attributed
to her “sending to rest” a handful of the most malevolent spirits
plaguing the encampment. Meredith made several more journeys
into the barricaded areas, ultilnate]y succeeding in ent].ing the worst

of the camp's manifestations.

The encampment survived the Plague Years, and Meredith moved
to London after its reclamation to l)egin a career as a spiritualist
and medium. Over the years, her services were suugl'lt l)y royalty
and captains of inc]ustry, and her expertise in the spiritual arena was

uncl'lallcnged {or L{CC&JCS.

Witch Hunts

The Plague Years were a time when men were governed more by
s -

superstition than l)y reason. bupernormal p11enome11a were poorly

understood, and spiritual activity was scen as a religious matter

rather than a scientific one. Spirits and psychics were often seen

as harbingers of misfortune presaging outbreaks of diseases from

cholera to the Plague.

The trepidation surrounding psychical events was not arbitrary;
“psychical ability correlates strongly to disturbance of the mind.
Even the most well-balanced of psychics possess some level of
mental disturbance, and the abnormalities tended to grow rather
than diminish with time. Deranged and powerful psychics can cause
incredible damage. Entire camps were consumed in pyrokinetic

conflagrations or blown apart by telekinetic tirades.

Priests and sel{—styled exorcists arose among the population to deal

with malevolent hauntings and psychical threats.

In this atmosphere of fear, the psychically gifted regularly found

themselves wrongfully blamed for the predations of dangerous spirits.
Many psychics were seized and hung by desperate mobs. Even in the
military encampments, where the force of law could be brougllt against

suspected psychical criminals, mob action was distressingly common.

The services of Anglican exorcists and witch finders were in high
demand througllout the Plague Years. The presence of the frocked and
sigil-marked witch finder provided a sense of authority and even of
sa£cty to some segments of the populous, staying the hand of panic for
a time. However, an agent who failed to identify a culprit or to purge
a non-living infestation might easily become subject to accusations
of fraud or even of complicity, and many inexperienced witch finders
became themselves the victims of an informal justice. Others learned
to find scapegoats when the true source of an infestation was not

located quiclely enough to stay the JL‘ury of the crowd.

The true number of these events and the sum of innocent L].ca(.].,

particularly in the civilian camps, will never be known.

Genesis of a Science

There is no credulity more blind, no ignorance more
childish, than that of the sage who tries to measure ‘heaven
and earth and the things under the earth,” with the small
two-foot rule of his own brains, Dare we presume to argue
concerning any mystery of the universe, It is inexplicable,
and therefore impossible’?

—Dinah Maria Mulock Craik,

“The Last House in C- Street,” 1856

During the years following the outbreak of the Plague, a drive for
reason was growing. The work done by pioneering researchers such
as Dr. Miriam Verdain and Dr. Roland Westmoore had provided the

first glimpse of the prospect of scientifically observing, classifying, and
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ultimately controlling the various psychical manifestations.

The first of the notable post—Plague parapsychological experiments
was conducted in 1917. Dr. Asllleigh Culnlnington, head of
medical operations in a military encampment outside of Lon(lon,
Legan stu(].ies into supernormal pllenmnena {ollowing a surge
in psychical activity associated with an influx of refugees from
outlying civilian camps. Cummington’s primary concerns were
pragmatic. The destruction and chaos caused l)y these unpredictal)le
events interfered with rescue efforts and consumed considerable
military resources to little apparent effect. It was desirable to find
some means of containing or preventing psychical and spiritual

manifestations.

Cummington turned to the investigation of the psychically active
mind in the hopes of training individuals capa}yle of coml)ating
dangerous supernormal manifestations. Those claiming to be
psychics or mediums, as well as persons confined for mental
disturbance or criminal activity but showing potential signs of
psychical activity, were screened and held for observation and
experimentation. Many test sulajects died (luring the investigations,
sometimes in the course of an experiment, sometimes self-
destructively. Other subjects were reduced to idiocy or babbling

insanity as a result of the relentless testing.

The process revealed an interesting correlation: even among the
traumatized re{ugee popu]ation, psychica]ly active individuals
demonstrated high levels of mental disturbance. Moreover, the
degree of mental illness appeare(l to correlate strongly to the
relative power of the psycl'lical talent. At this ear]y stage, the
correlation was of note nlain]y due to the difficulties presented in

training and controlling the stronger talents.

After several generations of testing, the remaining subjects were
assigned on a limited basis to internal police units for use in
a(l(lressing psychical threats among the re{ugee popula’ti(ms.
Careful records were kept of successes and failures, determining
the types of talent most useful in a(l(].ressing events of varying kinds
and worlzing out combinations of psychical talent that would be of
maximum civic and nlilitary applica’ci(m. These experiments would
provi(].e the basis for the later expansion of the role of psychics as

mi]itary assets dllring the Reclamation.

As improvements were made in the taxonomy of psychical
manifestations, this information was incorporated into ongoing
research. Clearer distinctions were made between apparent
“psychicsn and unle(liums," and the first observation made was
the tendency of the talents to be largely exclusive. Some over]ap
was noted, most signiﬁcantly in mediums also presenting a weak
empatl'lic gi{t. Cummington was the first to make the observation
that the mental disturbance so highly correlated to psycl'lical
activities such as telepatlly or psycho]zinesis was not nearly so
prevalent in those exhibiting only spiritual talents. Mediums, in
fact, presented significant mental disturbance no more often than

the popu]ace as a whole.

These successes pave(l the way for a revolution in parapsyclw]ogical
engineering that Legan as a subdiscipline of psychology, then
(levelope(]. into a medical field, and ﬁnally became recognized as
a physical science. During this time, the utility of psychical talents
was explored and the understanding of the nature of and variation
within these talents increased enormously. It would be years,

however, lje{ore pul)lic awareness (){ psycllical pl’lenonlena was

1909 Dr. Miriam Verdain first scientifically
documents a spiritual visitation.

1914 Dr. Roland Westmoore first documents
evidence of psychical phenomena among refugee-
camp Survivors.

1916 Dr. Westmoore presents his findings on
psychical phenomena.

1917 Dr. Ashleigh Cummington conducts the first
modern parapsychological experiments.

1922 Operation Valkyrie initiated.

1924 Operation Valkyrie expands to include
non-precogs.

1926 Special Strategic Branch of Operation
Valkyrie established.

1929 Dr. Verdain publishes The Catalogue of
Spiritual Phenomena.

1935 The London Stock Exchange reopens. A
team lead by Dr. Elspeth Vreemd develops the
first aetheric monitor.

1937 Reclamation forces seal off a plague pit in
Berkeley Square to contain a mysterious haunting
entity.

1947 Operation Archangel instituted.

1952 Dr. Amethyst Rawleigh proposes a scale for
measuring psychical manifestations.

1953 Operation Archangel disbanded.

1955 Prof. Octavian Rutherford’s first experi-
ments in artificially containing spirits lead to the
invention of the shadow matrix.

1959 Following the Reclamation of London,
Project Valkyrie is disbanded.

1962 Dr. Thomasse Sebastiaan Jansen begins
psychosurgery experimentations on psychics.

1964 Telepathic Kkiller Oliver Howell Holmes
commits his first murder.

1965 Crispin Virgil Carter aids the police in the
capture of the Rotherhithe Butcher.

1966 Dr. Tennyson Boulstridge coins the phrase
“psychical devotion” in a lecture at St. George's
Medical School. Boulstridge dies in a fire later
the same year.

1967 Telepathic Kkiller Oliver Howell Holmes is
sentenced to life in prison.

1970 Parapsychology first taught at Cambridge.

1972 Dr. Byron James Alcott invents the Alcott




raised sufficiently to slow the tide of mob violence, and decades
passed before advances in technology allowed a more complete
understanding of the nature of the medium'’s aLi]ity and the
psychic’s gift.

Shadows of the
Reclamation: Project
Valkyrie

We are not interested in the possibilities of defeat; they
do not exist.

—Queen Victoria I, Letter to A.J. Balfour, 1899

Five years after Dr. Ashleigh Cummington began her experiments,
His Majesty’s Government initiated a daring program to utilize
psychics in expanding reclamation operations across the kingdom.
Codenamed Project Valkyrie, the program took effect in the winter
of 1922. The original concept behind the project was to assemble
a group of individuals possessing precognitive psychical talents
who could warn the government of potential Plague outljrealzs,
thus enabling reclamation forces to strike animate populations

proactively while offering greater protection to civilian survivors.

Despite limited success with small, heavily monitored trial units,
the shortcomings of Valkyrie became evident almost immediately
after the project was brought into full service. The warnings
provided by Valkyrie precogs were often contradictory or so vague

as to be useless. False alarms were distur]oingly common, and the

psychics failed to pre(].ict many of the worst attacks.

Not only were psyc}lics dangerously unreliable 1)y milital‘y
standar(ls, but their numbers were insufficient to serve as effective
support for reclamation forces. Psychical talents were not common
even during the worst (lays of the Plague Years when madness
and sorrow produced individuals possessing psychical talents at
unprecedented rates. Though the promise of military protection,
regular meals, and the opportunity to serve their nation convinced
many precogs to join Valkyrie, their numbers were always woefully

below the projections set by the program architects.

Recruitment efforts were focused on precognitive talents. However,
psychics of every type were ushered into the program. At first, these
psychics were processed and held at special government training
facilities. Later, as the tactical weaknesses of the precog units
became oLvious, these diverse talents would be aggressively stuc].ie(l,

catalogued, and {'ina]ly assembled into teams of their own.

Despite its JEailings, the poten’cial of the program was undeniable.
Some researchers continued to refine the precognitive warning
process, while others moved to expand the scope of the program.
Visionaries such as Col. Hathcyn Montmouth and Dr. Samuel
Keller foresaw a day when psychical powers could be bent to a
variety of taslzs, greatly ai(].ing human progress. Montmouth was a
career mi]itary man who commanded Camp SeLaM, the 1argest of
the psychic containment facilities. Keller was a civilian researcher
assigned to Montmouth’s staff. Having witnessed firsthand the
potential of telepaths, clairvoyants, and especially psychokinetics,
the pair lobbied tirelessly to create new divisions of Project
Val]zyrie. By 1926, their hard work was rewarded.

e
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In that year, Parliament approvetl funds to initiate the Specia]
Strategic Branch (SSB) of Project \fallzyrie. By that time, the
countryside had nearly been cleared of roving animate hordes and
the British were turning their attention back to their fallen cities.
With the Reclamation about to ]Jegin, no potential weapon or
resource could be overlooked. Unlike the clear]y defined purpose
of Project Vanzyrie, the o]ojectives of the SSB were lnurley at best.
Volunteer psychics were suLjecte(l to batteries of tests J.esigned not
only to learn the extent of individual powers but to discover the
secrets of the psychical mind itself.

[t was (luring his service with the SSB that Dr. Tennyson
Boulstridge first began his experiments into psychical phenomena.
Boulstridge’s work provided the clearest insight into the differing
forms of the psychical gi{t. Suljtypes of psycllical al)ility, later
identified as “devotions," were identified and characterized, main]y
according to traditional lines. This work confirmed the earlier
observation rela’cing psychical aLility to mental disturbance and
solidified the relationship between intensity of illness and strength
of the psycllical gi{t. His team Legan the developnlent of the
“concentration technique," a set of meditations in which psychics
train in order to mitigate the effect of the mental disturbances
which accompany their talents. Initial trials of the tec}lnique were
promising, and it quickly spread into use by healthy individuals
see]zing to improve mental fortitude and the Inintl—l)u(ly balance. It

remains the cornerstone of psychical training.

[t was not 1ong before the military demanded results from the SSB.
In response, psychics possessing like talents were grouped together in
small teams. Those that could be made to respon(]. to Jiscipline were
given basic militaty training, but the unique psycllological malzeup of
the psychic mind made most conventional training impossible. These
squads were integrated into existing military forces under the joint
command of reclamation officers and civilian medical “handlers”
trained in (lealing with psycl'lical talents. Claitvoyants psycllically
scouted ahead of lnilitary units. Psycholzinetics acted as living
machines of war, pouring their mental energy into the destruction of

animates wherever they were found.

SSB tactical squa(ls operated througl'mut the Reclamation.
Sometimes these squads would succeed a(lmiral)ly, per{orming well
above and l)ey(m(]. the call of J.uty. At other times, they would fail
catastrophically under the stress of military discipline. The casualty
rates among SSB psychics were alarmingly high. Many psychics fell
in the field after l)ecoming confused ]Jy the chaotic conditions of
combat and straying away from the protection of regular military
forces. Others experienced devastating psychological reactions to
battle and had to be eliminated after Leconling a danger to their

mission and to the men around them.

F‘o”owing the Reclamation of London in 1959, Project Va”zyrie
was quietly dishanded. Many of the d()ctors, alienists, and scientists
who worked on the program continued their research in the private

sector, helping to establish parapsyc}mlogy as a true science.

The Neo-Victorian Era

In the aftermath of the Rec]amation, the Neo-Victorians busied
themselves restoring their shattered world. In the great upheaval
that followed, there was little organizecl effort made to integrate

1976 Parliament passes the Psychical Vigilance
Act. Prussian Totenfresser secret police founded.

1978 The Psychical Development Bureau is
founded. During a test of an experimental
psychic suppression drug, 90 people are killed at
the Lochlorian Asylum.

1979 Crispin Virgil Carter aids police in finding
Alice Fisher.

1981 Dr. Byron James Alcott patents a man-
portable version of the Alcott jar.

1982 Telepathic killer Oliver Howell Holmes dies.

1983 A poltergeist kills 86 in Harrow before be-
ing contained. The dead include parapsychologist-
inventor Byron James Alcott.

1986 Psychosurgery pioneer Dr. Thomasse
Sebastiaan Jansen dies.

1988 Dr. Agatha Reve and Mr. Lowell Affam
conduct experiments intended to hypnotically
induce psychical powers in sleepers.

1993 Dr. A.B. Hartley of Guy’s Hospital begins
his first experiments in psychic induction.

1994 Alchemical aetherplate photography first
developed.

1998 The New Society for P’sychical Research is
founded.

2004 Edna Steibal invents the oscillating aether
field.

2010 The government begins to sponsor pro-
grams to genetically engineer psychics.

2012 Medium Crispin Virgil Carter dies.

2014 Professor Erich von Ranke assassinated.

2016 The government officially halts psychic
induction programs.

2017 Equipment failure causes a Tower Hamlets
spectral containment facility to be flooded with
spirits.

2020 Parliament passes the Ghost Industries Act.

2033 Dr. Calvin Mathers develops the Uniform
Psychic Grading Scale.

2037 Parliament passes the Psychical Securities
Act.

2041 Anarchists bomb the London Stock
Exchange, Killing 43 people.

2046 Lincoln Jowett foils an assassination
attempt on City financier Dominicus Strathmore.
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psyc}lics into the newsocial order. Psycl'lics were gcncra]ly metwith
prejudice, hatred, and fear Ly the slccpcr pr)pulatir)n. The memories
of mad psycl'lics tl’u‘catcning whole communities of survivors left
an indelible mark on the reputation of the giftca]. Psyc}lics clwc”ing
in the slums of the mctropo]is were sometimes murdered l)y rioting
mobs fearful of their powers. The popular images of psychics at the
time were of sadistic lunatics and inhuman monsters clmninating

and corrupting the hearts and minds of decent Britons.

If the situation was tense on the streets, it was worse within the halls
of power. For some, psycldics rcprcscntcd an intolerable threat to
the fabric of society. Their powers, the result of chaos and mental
(]ys{unction, defied the 1cga] and social order. Oftcn, the most
(]angcrous psycllics awakened amongst the lowest C]asscs, prompting
many to ruminate on the possi})i]ity of anarchists Lcnc]ing psycl'lics
to their own purposes. Even the least bombastic lawmakers had
to concede that psycholzinctic talents rcprcscntccl a dire threat to
pub]ic health. In these ear]y years, every week a fire threatened to
burn out of control or the lligl'lt skies were illuminated l)y cxp]osivc

electrokinetic clisplays.

Psychic Ministrations
As the Reclamation drew to a closc, hundreds of former \fa”zyric
operatives suf{cring from severe post-traumatic stress disorders
- spent the rest of their lives confined to asy]ums and psyclliatric—carc
facilities. As the asylums and mental institutions of the mctrupnlis
filled, the conditions dcgcncra’tccl into a state so (]cp]orahlc that
suicides among patients and staff rose stcacli]y. Before the advent
of psychic inhibitors, most institutions sedated psycllics around the
clock. Considered a necessary evil to maintain order, the practice
resulted in a great number of patients dying of accidental overdoses.
Even sedation was not a]ways sufficient to protect workers and

patients from psycl'lica] outbursts.

Beginning in 1962, Dr. Thomasse Sebastiaan Jansen, a privatcly
funded researcher, l)cgan experimenting with psyc}losurgery as
a method of treating psyc}lica] abnormalities. TllOug]’l crude
lobotomies had been pcn(ormcd throughout the Reclamation,
Jansen had a more surgica] apprnacll. Familiar with the work of
Dr. Gottlieb Burckhardt, the Swiss physician who pcrformccl
the first partial lobotomies in 1888, Jansen drilled holes
into his patients’ heads and made incisions into their frontal
lobes. Jansen’s carliest experiments resulted in the deaths of
his patients, but he soon refined his tcclqniquc. Known as the
“Father of Modern Psychosurgery,” Jansen pioneered a number
of proccdurcs that remain in use to this clay. Jansen is believed to

havc pCI’{OIHlCd over {OL[I t]n)usancl ]obotomics LC{OIC l]iS clea’th

in 1986.

Despite the unqucstionablc success of psyc]losurgcry in
ncutralizing psyc]ﬁcal threats, critics have ]ong pointccl to the
unprcc]ictal)]c side effects of the procedurc. Most common]y,
patients suffer from reduced mental capacity or the clisintcgration
of pcrsona]ity. Despite the risks, however, lobotomies remain
a popular Neo-Victorian method of mocli{ying behaviour and

treating mental disorders.

At the same time Jansen was pcrfccting his craft, St. George’s
University of London was l)ccoming the lcacling centre for
psychical research under Dr. Tennyson Boulstriclgc, a veteran
of the Spccia] Strategic Branch of Project Val]zyric. Best
remembered for his work in corjifying psycllical abilities,
Bou]stridgc coined the pllrasc “psycllica] devotion” cluring a
lecture at St. George’s in the spring of 1966. His team focused
on careful observation, documentation, and ana]ysis of psyclqical

abilities. Boulstridgc adamantly maintained that rcgarc”css
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O{ Perceive(l success, reclamati()ll—ﬁra Pr()gral]ls al)an(l()lle(],
scientific discipline in favour of immediate results often
accompanied by tragic consequences. Ironically, Boulstridge’s

experilnental methods soon lead to his own death.

Boulstrittge was killed in a Contlagration that burned much of St.
George’s to the grounct. A surviving research assistant informed
the authorities that the doctor had been attempting to assess the
extent of a young pyrolzineticys powers when fire spontaneously
consumed the room. In the attermath, neither the remains of

Boulstridge nor the psychic could be identified.

[nvestigators blamed the fire on Boulstri(tgeys antiquate(t methods
of controlling his subjects and unanimously recommended
improved methods of restricting a psychic’s abilities during
experimentation. Buulstri(].ge’s death focused put)lic scrutiny on
the threat posed ljy unstable psyctlics.

Seeing the potential for profit, a number of burgeoning
alchemical laboratories began research into the first generation
of psychic inhibitors. Unlike psychosurgery, psychic inhibitors
promised a means of temporarily neutralizing the threat posed
l)y a ttangerous psyctlic while 1zeeping the mind and psycllical
capabilities intact. Initial product offerings were simple
variations on puwertu] sedatives that did little more than render

a sul)ject insensate for extended perimls of time.

In the pursuit of a true inhibitor, labs sought partnerships with
private sanatoriums and asylulns to gain access to psyctlically
gitte(]. patients for experimentation. In the often ill-conceived
experiments that tollowett, hundreds of test sut:jects peristle(l or
entered permanent catatonic states. Frequently, a sul)ject would

lose his psychica] gitts on]y to take his own life soon after.

An experiment at the Lochlorian Asyluln in 1978 mista]zenly
arnpli{'ie(l a sut)jectis enlpathic talents with disastrous results.
Ttlougtl the experiment seemed to proceed without inci(tent, the
next morning asylum employees returning to work were horrified
to discover all seventy-two residents, the overnigtlt staff of
twelve, and six researc