
Jacob Marley is alive and well 

And what’s more, he’s the boss of you

You’re a lowly clerk in young Jacob

Marley’s powerful investment firm 

which lends money to needy people

throughout the city of London

Marley has decided to elevate one 

lucky clerk to the status of “friend,

meaning a partnership in Marley’s 

business, a handsome promotion, 

and Marley’s lifetime fellowship

He’ll even get you out of Hell if you

manage to outlive him. Such a deal

To make the most points with the 

boss, you must lend his money to 

the most trustworthy clients, and stay 

away from the ones that will ruin you

If you’re lucky, you’ll even grow up 

to be as stingy and horrible as he is
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You Need: One pawn to represent Jacob Marley, ten colored counters.
for each player, six more counters, money, and a way to keep score. It
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A
b

o
ut Cheap

ass G
am

es:
W

e here at Cheap
ass G

am
es

are aw
are o

f tw
o

 b
asic facts ab

o
ut b

o
ard

 gam
es: they co

st to
o

 m
uch, and

 they are at so
m

e level all the sam
e.

If yo
u igno

re the clever shap
es they co

m
e in, the cheap

 little p
lastic p

aw
ns are an interchangeab

le p
art o

f m
o

st o
f the b

o
ard

 gam
es in yo

ur ho
use. So

 are the d
ice,

the m
o

ney, the co
unters, the p

encils, and
 just ab

o
ut every o

ther rand
o

m
 sp

are p
art. These generic b

its and
 p

ieces can acco
unt fo

r as m
uch as 75%

 o
f a gam

e’s p
ro

-
d

uctio
n co

st, and
 that co

st gets hand
ed

 to
 yo

u.

If yo
u had

 yo
ur cho

ice, yo
u’d

 p
ro

b
ab

ly invest a little b
it o

f m
o

ney in o
ne go

o
d

set o
f gam

ing p
arap

hernalia instead
 o

f tw
enty crap

p
y o

nes, and
 then just b

uy the new
p

art o
f every “new

” gam
e. Yet m

o
st co

m
p

anies insist o
n selling yo

u the w
ho

le p
ackage every tim

e; it’s a little like b
und

ling a can o
p

ener w
ith a can o

f b
eans.

Cheap
ass G

am
es

co
m

e p
ackaged

 w
ith the b

are essentials: b
o

ard
s, card

s, and
 ruleb

o
o

ks. If yo
u need

 anything else w
e’ll tell yo

u. A
nd

 it’s p
ro

b
ab

ly so
m

ething yo
u can

scro
unge fro

m
 a gam

e yo
u alread

y o
w

n, o
r b

uy at a ho
b

b
y sto

re. H
eck, if yo

u need
 to

, yo
u can even b

uy the p
arts fro

m
 us.

A
nd

 o
nce yo

u’ve assem
b

led
 yo

ur co
llectio

n o
f generic gam

e p
ieces, yo

u can use them
 fo

r every new
 Cheap

ass G
am

e. W
e’ve

stand
ard

ized
 o

ur d
esigns so

 yo
ur gam

ing to
o

lb
o

x w
ill last.

To
 learn m

o
re ab

o
ut Cheap

ass G
am

es, ask yo
ur lo

cal gam
e retailer. 

O
r visit o

ur d
o

ub
le-secret W

eb
 site at:

w
w

w
.cheap

ass.co
m

J
a

cob
 M

a
rley

, E
sq

.
Jaco

b
 M

arley, Esq
. is a b

anking gam
e w

ith all the fun and
 excitem

ent that im
p

lies! N
o

, serio
usly. It’s go

o
d

.

A
s a clerk in Jaco

b
 M

arley’s investm
ent firm

, yo
u are given an acco

unt o
f £12 to

 lend
 to

 vario
us ne’er-d

o
-w

ell clients in Lo
nd

o
n.

Each turn, yo
u m

o
ve M

arley tho
ugh the streets o

f the city, rand
o

m
ly affecting the eco

no
m

y o
f Lo

nd
o

n w
ith a co

o
l Eco

no
m

y
Chart. Then yo

u can see w
hat’s go

ing o
n in the street w

here M
arley sto

p
p

ed
. W

ill yo
u lend

 yo
ur m

o
ney to

 a law
yer, a financial

institutio
n, o

r a p
etty crim

inal? The cho
ice is yo

urs, b
ut m

ake sure yo
u’re no

t the o
nly p

layer w
ith a client like this, o

r it can co
st

yo
u a b

und
le o

f m
o

ney and
 p

o
ints!

If yo
u like this gam

e, try o
ur o

ther intellectual b
o

xed
 gam

es, like K
ill D

o
cto

r Lucky, Freelo
ad

er, and
 U

nexp
lo

d
ed

 Co
w

.


